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gives me meaning, and makes sense out of 
existence, and are the grounds on which I 
will stake my life,’’ if there is a day when 
this can be said again, after an explosion of 
the spirit my hope is that your statement of 
what you believe would include the fol-
lowing: 

First, a trust in God, trust in God as per-
sonal and loving, God who loves you, who un-
derstands and who cares for you. Believing 
that God understands and loves us is the life 
force that prevents us from dying. 

Secondly, a realization that Jesus of Naza-
reth reveals God to us. We are not blocked or 
stumped in our search for the knowledge of 
God. Jesus’ love and forgiveness is the indi-
cator of God’s love and forgiveness. Believ-
ing that Jesus reveals God to us is the life 
force that guards our spirits from collapsing. 

Thirdly, a trust that God is present with 
and in us, and that his spirit, his power, and 
his love are with us and in us, his people. We 
are not left derelict or abandoned, wondering 
if we shall ever be called for. Believing that 
God’s presence is with us and in us is the life 
force that builds us up as a community of 
people seeking to be faithful and prevents us 
from despairing. 

To be able to base your life on those three 
assertions and know they are true is to re-
turn from the land of shadow and mist into 
the sunlight of a new day. 

The person who experiences the bank-
ruptcy of spirit that we have spoken of and 
who later reclaims and rebuilds, who begins 
again and whose faith grows from infancy to 
maturity, has a lot to tell us. My guess is 
that such a person would share with us such 
thoughts as: 

No one else can say what’s true for you. All 
truth is self-validating. 

Much truth, that is not yet perceived as 
truth, can remain on the shelf: it may be 
claimed later on. Having swallowed too 
much once before and exploded, it’s best not 
to bite off more than you can chew. Courage 
to rebuild is an act of faith. 

The process of discovering meaning is an 
element of meaning itself. 

My further guess is that as we met such a 
person, who had believed again after being 
crushed by doubt, we could say such words to 
him or her as: 

When you speak, your words are genuine 
and true. We feel accepted and respected by 
you. 

Your faith is clearly shown in your behav-
ior. 

You will be a threat to those whose houses 
of faith are held together by tape and wire 
and string and who pretend to believe and 
who make a great show, but who on the in-
side are full of emptiness and staleness, brit-
tle-ness and dust. 

You will cause a light to shine on sham re-
ligion and there will be some who will be vin-
dictive. 

The explosion at the corner last Sunday 
can cause us to look at the explosion that 
can come at our centers, the collapsing of 
our spirit, if we have carelessly claimed to 
believe, or mimicked the belief of others, and 
have no faith that is our own. The admission 
of our doubt, painful though it is, can be the 
first step to regaining a life of faith and can 
return us to authentic living in God’s pres-
ence. God’s love is real and His command-
ments are sure and the community of per-
sons seeking to know what it is to be fruitful 
is a rich place to set yourself. May He shed 
his grace on each one of us as we seek truth 
and walk in faith. Amen. 
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Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the 100th anniversary of 
the first Native American in the Winter Olym-
pics, Clarence ‘‘Taffy’’ Abel. Over the last cen-
tury, Taffy’s accomplishments have inspired 
countless people across this nation and the 
world. 

Clarence ‘‘Taffy’’ Abel was born on May 28, 
1900, in Sault Ste. Marie as part of the Sault 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians. He received the 
nickname ‘‘Taffy’’ on the hockey rink for his at-
tempts to sneak taffy during class. He spent 
many summers as a teenager working on the 
USS Clover, visiting ports such as Duluth, de-
livering supplies to local communities. Fol-
lowing his high school years, he joined the 
United States National Hockey Team for the 
first Winter Olympics in 1924. There he be-
came the first Native American to participate 
in the winter games. He was recognized by 
his fellow athletes for his patriotism and lead-
ership, helping him become captain of his 
team and the first person to represent the 
United States at the Winter Olympics by car-
rying the flag during the opening ceremonies. 
Taffy and the U.S. National Hockey Team led 
a successful tournament run that landed them 
a silver medal at the conclusion of the Olym-
pics. 

Following his time with U.S. Hockey, Taffy 
went on to lead a successful professional ca-
reer. After playing for the St. Paul Hockey 
Club for three seasons in the USAHA, he 
moved to the Minneapolis Millers where he 
helped win the CHL title in 1926. Following 
that title victory, Taffy was recruited by leg-
endary NHL owner, Conn Smythe, to play on 
the New York Rangers and then later with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. There he became the 
first American to become a regular NHL player 
in a sport that had up until then been over-
whelmingly played by Canadians. During his 
eight-year NHL career, Taffy went on to win 
two Stanley Cups and was thought of by many 
of his peers as the best left defenseman in the 
league. At the conclusion of his career, he 
played a total of 16 seasons of amateur and 
professional hockey, received an Olympic sil-
ver medal, won two Stanley Cups, and played 
a total of 333 games in the NHL. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of Michigan’s 
First Congressional District, I ask you to join 
me in honoring the 100th anniversary of the 
first Native American in the Winter Olympics, 
Clarence ‘‘Taffy’’ Abel. His historic accomplish-
ments are memorialized in the American In-
dian Athletic Hall of Fame and the U.S. Hock-
ey Hall of Fame. Taffy’s legacy continues to 
inspire future generations across Michigan, the 
United States, and the world. 
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Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the late James William Lin-
coln of Connellsville, Pennsylvania, for a life 
dedicated to public service. 

Senator ‘‘Bill’’ Lincoln, as he was known by 
those close to him, ended his long and coura-
geous battle with Parkinson’s Disease on De-
cember 19, 2021. By all accounts, he ap-
proached life the same before and after his di-
agnosis: with action. 

Born in 1940, Senator Lincoln worked as a 
shoe salesman and milk delivery man before 
being elected district judge. After serving two 
terms, Senator Lincoln was elected to the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, 
where he served from 1972 to 1978. In 1979, 
he was elected to the Pennsylvania State 
Senate, where he served the people of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for 15 years. 

During his tenure, Senator Lincoln was ap-
pointed to the Legislative Budget and Finance. 
Committee, Joint Legislative Air and Water 
Pollution Control and Conservation Com-
mittee, Legislative Audit Advisory Committee, 
and the Joint State Government Commission. 
He also served as the Chair of the Democratic 
State Committee from 1991 to 1995. 

In 1998, Senator Lincoln was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s Disease at the age of 58, but 
his passion for public service never wavered. 
Following his time in the State Senate, he 
worked as a member of the State Transpor-
tation Advisory Board and was also appointed 
by the governor as Commissioner and Sec-
retary-Treasurer to the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission, where he served for 10 years 
until 2013. 

Among the many titles Senator Lincoln held 
were husband, father, and friend. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Kathy Lincoln, and four 
sons, James William Jr., Eric, Jerry, and Greg 
Lincoln, and their families. He leaves his loved 
ones with not only fond memories, but also a 
legacy of service to his home state. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the life of Senator Bill Lincoln and the 
tremendous accomplishments and contribu-
tions he made to the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. May his leadership and service, par-
ticularly in the face of adversity, serve as an 
example to us all. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I include in the RECORD the following 
obituary for Lieutenant Colonel Gregory Sean 
McSween. 

LTCOL GREGORY SEAN MCSWEEN 
SEPTEMBER 22, 1980—NOVEMBER 9, 2021 

With heavy hearts we announce the pass-
ing of LtCol Gregory Sean McSween, USMC, 
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