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Condemning all acts of violence, oppression, and abuse against ethnic
minorities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 1, 2024
Mr. CARsON (for himself, Mr. Sciirr, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. THHANEDAR, and
Ms. Trrus) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Condemning all acts of violence, oppression, and abuse
against ethnic minorities in the Democratic Republic of

the Congo.

Whereas the Democratic Republic of the Congo (referred to
as the “DRC”) has been beset for decades by various
challenges, including natural disasters, political unrest,
abuses against civilians from many communities, and tar-

oeted ethnie-based violence;

Whereas Rwandophones, notably the Banyamulenge ethnic
eroup and other Congolese Tutsi, have been the targets
of an escalation of hate speech and incitement to violence

nationwide;

Whereas the United States, credible human rights organiza-

tions, and ecivil society have documented and published
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reports and findings that implicate the Armed Forces of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (referred to as the
“FARDC”) in aiding and collaborating with armed
eroups and militias, including several that are designated
for United Nations sanctions due to human rights viola-

tions;

Whereas the return of the March 23 Movement (referred to
as the “M23”) rebel group, who are reportedly backed by
the Rwandan Government, has exacerbated ethnic ten-

sions within the eastern provinces;

Whereas reports from the United Nations Group of Experts
on the Democratic Republic of Congo, including those
issued on December 16, 2022, and June 13, 2023, have
consistently found that hate speech specifically targeting
Rwandophones, who are often portrayed as “invaders”,
has proliferated alongside the crisis brought about by the
M23 rebels;

Whereas some Congolese politicians and security force offi-

cials have employed anti-Rwandophone rhetorie;

Whereas the M23’s presence in eastern DRC further desta-
bilizes the region and is responsible for an array of gross
violations of human rights and the displacement of thou-

sands of civilians;

Whereas evidence documenting violence against Rwandophone
communities may meet 1 or more of the criteria under
Article II of the United Nations Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, to
which the United States and the DRC are parties;

Whereas militias engage in illicit mining activities to finance
and sustain themselves, often exploiting child labor and

engaging in environmental degradation practices that un-
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dermine the DR(C’s economic interests and international

treaty obligations;

Whereas the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mis-

sion in the Democratic Republic of Congo (referred to as
“MONUSCO”) has taken measures to facilitate inter-
communal dialogues between rival ethnic groups to pro-

mote peace and stability;

Whereas, in April 2019, the United States and the DRC es-

tablished the U.S.-DRC Privileged Partnership for Peace
and Prosperity, to which the 2 countries added the Pres-
ervation of the Environment in February 2021, which
aims to advance democracy and promote human rights,
improve security, and encourage sustainable development
and United States investment in the DRC, as under-
scored and reinforced by Deputy National Security Advi-

sor Daleep Singh’s visit on January 26, 2022;

Whereas the strategic partnership between the United States

and the DRC, as well as the DRC’s role in leading a
elobal clean energy revolution, requires cooperative ef-
forts to 1mplement governance reforms, combat corrup-
tion, provide security, and improve environmental and
labor standards to ensure the health, safety, and pros-

herity of future generations; and
! A ;

Whereas the United States Department of State Integrated

A~ WP

Country Strategy for the DRC states that “the success
of the DRC’s democracy hinges on stability in the coun-

try’s eastern provinces’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives

(1) condemns all acts of wviolence perpetrated
against ethnic minorities by members of the Armed

Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and
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armed groups operating throughout the Democratic
Republic of the Congo;

(2) further condemns all human rights viola-
tions perpetrated against the civilian population by
M23, which reportedly include the use of child sol-
diers, Kkillings, sexual violence, and looting;

(3) calls for increased security for the millions
of people forcibly displaced in the DRC;

(4) reaffirms that the United States has held
and continues to hold the Government of the DRC
responsible for upholding the rights of all citizens,
regardless of ethnicity, in accordance with the
DRC’s international obligations;

(5) urges social media companies to curb hate
speech and incitement to violence on their platforms;

(6) appeals to neighboring countries to uphold
their commitment to providing safe harbor for refu-
gees from ethnic minority communities until their
human rights can be guaranteed in the DRC;

(7) recognizes that the United States has an
international obligation to uphold its commitments
to prevent and punish the crime of genocide;

(8) urges the Government of the Democratic

Republic of the Congo to—
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(A) hold accountable all state security
forces that perpetrate atrocities against the ci-
vilian population by conducting transparent in-
vestigations and prosecutions and taking all ad-
ditional necessary measures to prevent further
atrocities;

(B) continue progress toward the disar-
mament, demobilization, reintegration, repatri-
ation, and resettlement of armed groups in co-
ordination with the United Nations Organiza-
tion Stabilization Mission in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, as outlined in United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 2666 (2022);

(C) continue coordinating with the Kast
African Community Nairobi Process initiative
to encourage peace talks and disarmament of
armed groups in eastern DRC, provided that
the initiative has an overall positive effect on
the security of the populace and all parties in-
volved in the process ensure that it is trans-
parent and well-managed;

(D) allow and facilitate, in accordance with
relevant provisions of international law and con-
sistent with humanitarian principles, the full,

safe, immediate, and unhindered access to hu-
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manitarian personnel, equipment and supplies,
and the timely delivery of humanitarian assist-
ance to populations in need, in particular to ref-
ugees and internally displaced persons through-
out the territory of the DRC;

(E) uphold its obligations as a state party
to the United Nations Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of Geno-
cide, the International Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Racial Diserimination,
the International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child, and the Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court; and

(F) combat all forms of hate speech and
hold accountable any person or group respon-
sible for ethnically charged rhetoric and incite-
ment to violence;

(9) urges the Secretary of State, in coordina-

tion with the heads of other relevant Federal depart-

ments and agencies, to—

(A) work with other Federal departments
and agencies to thoroughly investigate atrocities
committed against ethnic minorities in the DRC

and develop a strategy to address and deter
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such atrocities pursuant to section 3 of the Elie
Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act
of 2018 (22 U.S.C. 2656 note);

(B) engage at the highest level with the
Government of the DRC to mitigate the hu-
manitarian effects of ethnic-based violence; and

(C) coordinate with like-minded partners
and key stakeholders to increase and maintain
engagement on the issue in multilateral fora,
including the United Nations Security Counecil;
and
(10) calls on the President of the United States

to—

(A) appoint a Special Envoy to the Great
Lakes region of Africa, which will be vital to
addressing the enduring regional security crisis
emanating from eastern DRC;

(B) use all existing authorities to protect
ethnic minorities who flee ethnic-based violence
in the DRC, including the authority to des-
ignate Rwandophones, such as the Congolese
Tutsi and Banyamulenge, who are nationals of
the DRC for Priority 2 access to the United

States Refugee Admissions Program; and

*HRES 991 TH
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(C) 1mpose targeted sanctions against
known human rights abusers in the DRC under
existing authorities, such as Executive Order
13413, as amended by Executive Order 13671,
and Executive Order 13818, to deter further
oross violations of human rights against ethnic
minorities in the DRC.

O

*HRES 991 TH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-02-02T04:46:11-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




