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Recognizing the importance of the alliance between the United States and
the Baltic States and expressing support for that alliance, including
for the Baltic Security Initiative, amidst foreign ageression.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 10, 2024
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
BeENNET, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, and Ms. DUCKWORTH) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the importance of the alliance between the
United States and the Baltic States and expressing sup-
port for that alliance, including for the Baltic Security

Initiative, amidst foreign aggression.

Whereas the Republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania (re-
ferred to in this preamble as “‘the Baltic States’) first
declared independence in 1918, with the United States
establishing diplomatic relations with the Baltic States on
July 28, 1922, leading to a strong and unbroken partner-

ship for more than a century;

Whereas the United States never recognized the occupation
of the Baltic States by the Soviet Union after World War
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II and maintained continuous diplomatic relations with
the Baltic States;

Whereas, in August 1989, approximately 2,000,000 people
joined hands in the Baltic States to form a 373-mile

human chain known as the “Baltic Chain of Freedom’’:
)

Whereas Lithuania became the first occupied Soviet republic
to declare the restoration of independence on March 11,
1990, a move followed by Latvia on May 4, 1990, and
Estonia on August 20, 1991;

Whereas, in January 1991, Soviet military forces tried unsuc-
cessfully to quash the growing independence restoration
movements of the Baltic States, leading to approximately
14 Lithuanian deaths, as well as 6 Latvian deaths and

many injuries;

Whereas, in February and March 1991, the Estonian, Lat-
vian, and Lithuanian people voted overwhelmingly for
independence through referendums paving the path for
democracy and freedom and the fall of the Soviet Union;

Whereas, since the restoration of independence, the Baltic
States have served as models of democratic governance
that share values with the United States, including
strong institutions, respect for civil liberties and the rule

of law, and modern market economies;

Whereas the Baltic States continue to demonstrate their en-
during commitment to democratic values, peace, and se-
curity through their membership and active participation
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (referred to in
this preamble as “NATO”), the European Union, and
the Organization for KEconomic Cooperation and Develop-

ment;
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Whereas the Baltic States have been loyal NATO allies and

demonstrated their commitment to transatlantic security
by exceeding the NATO defense spending goal of not less

than 2 percent of gross domestic product per year;

Whereas, since the 2022 Russian full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, the Baltic States have demonstrated significant
support for Ukraine by providing between 1.3 and 1.6
percent of their gross domestic product in military and
humanitarian aid to Ukraine and welcoming more than
130,000 Ukrainian refugees;

Whereas the Baltic States have faced Russian intimidation,
espionage, and cyberattacks since the restoration of inde-
pendence, and have created total defense strategies to

counter ageression by the Russian Federation;

Whereas the Russian Federation continues to pursue an ag-
oressive  disinformation campaign against the DBaltic
States, including intimidation of Western civilians and
troops stationed in Europe and abroad through hacking,
propaganda, and other cyberattacks, and has increased
air provocations across the Baltic States, including dis-

ruptions of civilian air traffic;

Whereas the unilateral removal of buoys on the Narva River
on the Estonian-Russian border in May 2024 by the Rus-
sian Federation was another attempt to provoke a NATO
ally and illustrates disregard for sovereignty and terri-

torial integrity by the Russian Federation;

Whereas the Republic of Belarus has embraced the aggres-
sion of the Russian Federation by hosting its tactical nu-
clear weapons and Wagner Group mercenaries, and by in-
citing insecurity at its border with Lithuania and Poland

by pushing migrants over the border;
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Whereas Lithuania has faced severe economic and diplomatic

coercion from the People’s Republic of China after the

establishment of a trade relationship with Taiwan;

Whereas the presence of the United States Armed Forces in

the Baltic States and Poland ensures regional security
and complements NATO efforts to strengthen its deter-
rence and defense posture within the eastern flank of
NATO, including an Enhanced Forward Presence pos-
ture in the Baltic States, which host multinational NATO

battlegroups; and

Whereas dedicated funding for the Baltic Security Initiative
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since fiscal year 2021 has helped strengthen United
States security cooperation with the Baltic States as well
as enhance the national deterrent capabilities of the Bal-
tic States and further develop NATO integration and

interoperability: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the commitment of the United
States to the security of Kstonia, Latvia, and Lith-
uania through the enduring transatlantic participa-
tion of the United States in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization alliance;

(2) supports continued security assistance for
Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, including through
the Baltic Security Initiative, to further strengthen
transatlantic ties; and

(3) recognizes the contribution of the Estonian,

Latvian, and Lithuanian people to transatlantic se-
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curity and defense while facing constant aggression
by the Russian Federation, the Republic of Belarus,

and the People’s Republic of China.
O

*SRES 759 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-07-11T20:42:14-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




