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(1) 

RESPONDING TO ANTI–SEMITISM AND 
ANTI-ISRAEL BIAS IN THE UN, PALESTINIAN 

AUTHORITY, AND NGO COMMUNITY 

THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON GLOBAL HEALTH, GLOBAL HUMAN

RIGHTS, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

Washington, DC. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11:14 a.m., in Room 

2200, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H. Smith 
[chairman of the subcommittee] presiding. 

Mr. SMITH. This hearing of the Subcommittee on Global Health, 
Global Human Rights, and International Organizations will come 
to order. And good morning. 

The rising tide of antisemitism worldwide is cause for serious 
alarm. With no sign of abating anywhere, Jewish men, women, and 
children continue to suffer bias, hate, cruelty, and violence, simply 
because they are Jewish. This pernicious manifestation of evil 
needs to be exposed, and it needs to be more effectively combated. 

The purveyors of antisemitism never take a holiday, nor should 
we. Silence is not an option. 

A few days ago, as I think everybody in this room knows, Robert 
Bowers was found guilty of dozens of federal hate crimes for mur-
dering 11 people at Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue in 2018, 
the deadliest antisemitic attack in U.S. history. 

In April of 2022, Dan Marsh from my hometown of Manchester 
attacked a Jewish man waiting at a stop sign in Lakewood, New 
Jersey, stole his car, and ran over two other Jewish men and 
stabbed another. He awaits trial on numerous charges, including 
antisemitic hate crimes. 

Just two weeks ago, Ron Carr also of Manchester, my hometown, 
painted swastikas on 15 houses and burnt a house to the ground. 
The perpetrator has been arrested and charged with 36 criminal 
counts. 

Today’s hearing focuses on rampant antisemitism, anti-Israel 
bias, in the United Nations, the Palestinian Authority, and the 
NGO community. In the past, I have chaired 20 congressional hear-
ings on combating anti-Semitism, but this year we are going to do 
a whole series—and into next year—that will cover every aspect of 
this horrible hate. 

One of our witnesses today, Dr. Sharon Nazarian of ADL, notes 
that antisemitic hate and prejudice is deeply entrenched globally, 
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including throughout Europe and the United States, and that the 
Middle East and Northern African countries have ‘‘by far the high-
est level of antisemitic attitudes.’’ 

Israel, as we all know, faces an ongoing existential threat, and 
it is due in large part to antisemitism. America and the free world 
must continually strengthen the bond of friendship and tangible 
support for Israel. 

Among the distinguished—our distinguished panel of experts 
today—and what a distinguished panel—we welcome the legendary 
human rights leader and former Soviet political prisoner Natan 
Sharansky. As part of the delegation led by NTSJ that included my 
good friend Mark Levin, we met with Natan Sharansky’s mother 
40 years ago—that is, in 1983—in Moscow, who asked us not only 
to press for her son’s release from the Gulag but to insist that he 
get desperately needed medicine. And in every meeting we had 
with Soviet officials, Natan Sharansky was what we began with. 

A few years later, Congressman Frank Wolf and I traveled to 
Perm Camp 35, the infamous concentration camp where Natan 
Sharansky bravely resisted every Soviet attempt to break his in-
domitable will. Pushing Gorbachev’s glass nose to the limits, we 
videotaped every conversation with political prisoners and shared 
that with Natan when we got back, as he had just recently been 
released, so we gave it to him, and he said, ‘‘They were my 
friends.’’ 

At a hearing that I chaired in June of 2004, and at the OSCE 
Berlin Conference, Natan Sharansky powerfully articulated his in-
cisive 3D test for identifying antisemitism and said that it often 
tries to hide behind the veneer of a legitimate criticism of Israel. 

He said, and I quote, ‘‘Of course, if you want to be successful in 
the struggle against antisemitism, as against any other evil, there 
must be moral clarity on the issue, what we are talking about.’’ 

It is important to define the line between legitimate criticism of 
Israel and antisemitism. Israel is a strong democracy and the only 
democracy in the Middle East. And it is built on the criticism for 
both within and without. ‘‘Of course, we support all forms of legiti-
mate criticism,’’ he went on, ‘‘but it is very important to see the dif-
ference, draw the line between legitimate criticism and anti-
semitism.’’ 

According to history, D test, criticism of Israel is nothing less 
than antisemitism when it passes over into demonization, the first 
D, of Jews in Israel. Being legitimized as the Jewish state, the sec-
ond D, or applies a double standard, and that certainly happens all 
over the world, particularly at the U.N. And there is one standard 
for Israel and another standard for every other country. 

Another witness today, Hillel Neuer, executive director of U.N. 
Watch, has been a mighty force for the good of exposing and fight-
ing an unconscionable human bias against Israel, including at, of 
all places, the U.N. Human Rights Council. He underscored that 
bias late last year again when he pointed out that the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly condemned Israel for a total of 15 resolutions tar-
geting the Jewish state in 2022 compared to 13 for the rest of the 
world. 

He said, and I quote, ‘‘The U.N.’s latest assault on Israel with 
a torrent of one-sided resolutions is surreal,’’ he said, ‘‘despite the 
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fact that Israel is the Middle East’s only democracy, and instead 
the U.N. is empowering the region’s despots.’’ 

Itamar Marcus, director of the Palestinian Media Watch, exposes 
the PLA’s unrelenting antisemitic attacks and notes that ‘‘The com-
bination of political and religious antisemitism with hatred of 
Israel, all in the name of Allah, directly leads to the PA’s policy to 
see murdering the Israelis as heroic and Allah’s will.’’ 

And as a result, 100 percent of the murders of Israelis are hon-
ored, 100 percent of terrorists in jail for murdering Jews receive PA 
salaries, 100 percent of terrorists killed while murdering Jews are 
declared to be martyrs. 

Each of our witnesses are uniquely qualified, have been leaders 
for years in this struggle, and are making a significant difference 
in this human rights struggle. 

Finally, as the author of the original provisions of the Global 
Anti-Semitism Review Act of 2004, originally the bill was just going 
to be a 1-year review, we added a special envoy and made it an of-
fice. It was opposed by some in the State Department, surprise, 
surprise, including Colin Powell who wrote a 4-page letter against 
it, which only got us even more worked up to get it passed. 

I also am the author of the Frank Wolf International Religious 
Freedom Act, which also provides a great push for all religious bias 
and prejudice and hate, and also, in 2021, wrote the Special Envoy 
to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism Act, which upgraded and 
strengthened the special envoy to the rank of ambassador, report-
ing directly to the Secretary of State. And I, like I think every— 
I know everyone on this panel—interact regularly with Ambas-
sador Lipstadt and her staff and are truly grateful for her leader-
ship. 

I would like to now yield to my good friend and colleague, Con-
gresswoman Wild. 

Ms. WILD. Thank you so much, and thank you to all of our wit-
nesses, including our virtual witness, for being here on this incred-
ibly important topic. 

And thank you to our chairman for convening this hearing. 
Less than a week ago, a man in Michigan with a history of neo- 

Nazi associations and antisemitic social media posts was charged 
with planning to attack a local synagogue to attack—to mark the 
fifth anniversary of the attack on two mosques in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. 

On the same day that he was arrested, the man responsible for 
the attack on the Tree of Life Synagogue in my home state of Penn-
sylvania, the worst single antisemitic attack in our Nation’s his-
tory, was finally convicted. 

The threat connecting these incidents is clear in my view. It is 
the viciously antisemitic, racist, and xenophobic ideology of white 
supremacists, who have been emboldened by far too many extrem-
ist far right movements in governments around the world in recent 
years, including right here in the United States. 

This was the ideology on display as neo-Nazis stormed the 
streets of Charlottesville in 2017 chanting ‘‘Jews will not replace 
us.’’ I remember watching that on television and just the horror 
that I felt as I saw that. 
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This is the ideology that fuels dangerous conspiracy theories, like 
the claim that a cabal of Jews is organized mass influxes of immi-
grants and refugees into our societies. This is the ideology that 
leads Victor Orban in Hungary, arguably the most influential sit-
ting leader in the global far right ecosystem today, to amplify that 
very same conspiracy theory and to devote the full force of his gov-
ernment to scapegoating a prominent Jewish public figure, George 
Soros, with blatantly antisemitic rhetoric. 

In the year 2023, the forces of antisemitism remain incredibly 
deadly and pervasive here in our country and around the world. 
And I have to add parenthetically that just yesterday I learned 
there was media in my home district, Pennsylvania 7, about 
antisemitic leaflets that were being dropped in neighborhoods from 
the sky. 

Horrifying in this day and age. Horrifying in my own community. 
And I received a number of very concerned texts and phone calls 
and emails from people in my district, and I was just stunned. But 
if you care to look it up, it is in the media in Allentown, Pennsyl-
vania. 

So this is what I intend to devote the bulk of my time in this 
hearing to today. But of course there is a disturbing pattern of 
antisemitic rhetoric from Palestinian leaders that has also been 
present in Palestinian textbooks. And antisemitism is the driving 
ideology of the Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad terror organi-
zations. 

These antisemitic views must be confronted as well for the ben-
efit of all, and there is no doubt that there is antisemitism and 
anti-Israel bias at the United Nations. This has been documented 
extensively over the years, including by the witnesses before us 
today. 

The disproportionate focus of the General Assembly and its sub-
agencies on the Jewish state should be alarming to all. At the same 
time, we know that progress only comes when we are engaged and 
we have a seat at the table. Tough, robust, principled, diplomatic 
engagement on the international stage, not retreating and surren-
dering to isolationism is the only path forward. 

Here is what I also believe. As a steadfast supporter of the U.S.- 
Israel partnership, who precisely because of that strong support 
that I have, believes passionately in a two-state solution, I have 
and I will always support the policy of using the full force of the 
vote and voice of the United States to stand with our ally, Israel, 
while advancing peace, security, rights, and dignity for both 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

I am a proud Jewish American, and my Judaism anchors my be-
lief in universal rights and dignity. That means two states for two 
people living peacefully and securely. That is the only way we can 
guarantee that Israel remains a democratic Jewish state indefi-
nitely while providing equal freedom and justice for the Palestinian 
people. 

And I say this not just as a member of Congress, but as the 
mother of two young adults who have been raised in their Jewish 
faith, who have been to Israel on multiple occasions, and who I 
want to have the land of Israel there for in their future long after 
I might be gone. 
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5 

In this hearing, and more broadly, I hope that we can focus on 
genuinely taking on antisemitism around the world wherever and 
whenever it occurs, and that starts with taking on the forces of 
white supremacism that seek to deny the fundamental humanity of 
the Jewish people. Let us work together to protect Jewish commu-
nities by advancing the landmark U.S. National Strategy to 
Counter Anti-Semitism that was recently released by the Biden Ad-
ministration. 

Let us redouble our efforts to support the work of the Office of 
the Special Envoy to monitor and combat antisemitism around the 
globe. Let us stand together and in doing so demonstrate that our 
Nation stands strong against the murderous poison of anti-
semitism. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back. 
Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Ms. Wild. 
I would like to yield to Ms. Manning such time as she may con-

sume. 
Ms. MANNING. Thank you so much, Chairman Smith and Rank-

ing Member Wild, and thank you to all of our witnesses for joining 
us today. And hello to my friend, Natan, who I believe is joining 
us from Israel. 

And, Mr. Chairman, let me say how proud I am to serve with you 
as co-chair of the House Bipartisan Task Force for Combating Anti- 
Semitism. 

The scourge of antisemitism has infected societies around the 
world for centuries. It is the hatred of Jews drawn from conspiracy 
theories, lies, and malign ideas that has led to the murder of Jews 
during the Crusades, the Inquisition, countless pogroms, the sys-
tematic annihilation of 6 million Jews during the Holocaust, violent 
attacks on Jews in our country walking down the streets of New 
York and Los Angeles and the murder of 11 Americans praying in 
a synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

It is something that I have been working to try to defeat my en-
tire adult life. It is a history I carry on my shoulders every day. 
Anti-Semitism is a persistent, shape-shifting hatred that knows no 
bounds. Sadly, it is on the rise here in the United States and 
around the world. It is also undeniable that anti-Israel rhetoric can 
often fall outside the bounds of legitimate discussion of policy dif-
ferences and lurch with ease into antisemitism. 

We must stand against antisemitism in all its forms. That is why 
it is so important that members of both parties call for and help 
secure the first ever U.S. National Strategy to Counter Anti-Semi-
tism. This whole-of-society strategy gives us a one-of-a-kind oppor-
tunity not just to counter antisemitism in this country but to lead 
countries around the world to do the same. 

I want to congratulate the Biden Administration for taking this 
issue seriously and for coming up with a strategy that is actionable 
with timelines and accountability, and it contains a variety of ac-
tion steps for Congress to take. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues in Congress, with 
my good friend Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt, and the Administra-
tion, to make sure a terrible past is not repeated under our watch. 

Thank you. 
Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Kathy. 
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6 

We are going to again do a quick mic check with Natan 
Sharansky, but I will introduce him and all of our witnesses very 
briefly. And your full resumes will be included in the introduction, 
but these are the shortened versions. 

Natan Sharansky is chair of the Institute for the Study of Global 
Antisemitism and Policy. In the past, he has also served as chair-
man of the executive of the Jewish Agency for Israel, as minister 
or deputy prime minister in foreign government of Israel. Prior to 
that, he established a party in order to accelerate the integration 
of Russian Jews into Israel. And before that he was a political pris-
oner, as we all know, and an incredible refusenik and a man of 
great honor and courage. 

He is the author of four books and the recipient of America’s two 
highest awards, including the Congressional Medal of Freedom and 
the Presidential and the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Our second witness, Yona Schiffmiller, is director of research at 
NGO Monitor, a Jerusalem-based research institute. His research 
is focused on issues related to the provision of humanitarian assist-
ance, including the diversion of aid by terrorist organizations in 
Gaza and the West Bank. He has also researched and written on 
the nexus between terror-linked NGOs and U.N. agencies, as well 
as relationships between these organizations and donor govern-
ments. Important work. 

Our third witness is Itamar Marcus, who is the founder and di-
rector of Palestinian Media Watch. For over 20 years he has re-
searched the Palestinian Authority world and has written hun-
dreds of reports and articles on PA activity, statements, education, 
sports culture, and other frameworks the PA controls as it relates 
to the peace process. 

Mr. Marcus was appointed by the Israeli government in 1999 to 
represent Israel in negotiations with the PA, incitement in the 
‘‘Trilateral Anti-Incitement Committee’’ that was chaired by the 
United States. 

Our fourth witness, Eugene Kontorovich, is a professor at George 
Mason’s Scalia School of Law, and director of its Center for Inter-
national Law in the Middle East. He is also the head of the Inter-
national Law Department at the Kohelet Policy Forum, a Jeru-
salem-based think tank, and is recognized as one of the world’s pre-
eminent experts on international law and the Israeli-Arab conflict. 

He has emerged as pretty much of a one-man legal lawfare brain 
trust for the Jewish state according to Haaretz. 

We will then hear from Hillel Neuer, who is the executive direc-
tor of U.N. Watch, a human rights NGO in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Mr. Neuer taught international human rights at the Geneva School 
of Diplomacy and served as vice president of the NGO Special Com-
mittee on Human Rights in Geneva. 

I know that I frequently—and I told him this a moment ago— 
go to his website. When the human rights—U.N. Human Rights 
Commission matriculated to the Human Rights Council, there was 
no change. All this talk of reform, and Israel is still an over-
whelming focus, you know, to, where is North Korea? Where is 
Iran? Where is China? And so many other despotic states. 

So he does an amazing job, and, again, thank you for that leader-
ship. 
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Our sixth witness will be Dr. Sharon Nazarian, who is a member 
of the Anti-Defamation League’s National Board of Directors, and 
is president of the Y&S Nazarian Family Foundation, with a re-
gional office in Israel named for the Ima Foundation. She is found-
er of the Younes & Soraya Nazarian Center for Israel Studies at 
the University of California, UCLA. 

And, again, thank you for all that ADL does in terms of chron-
icling with polls and empirical data this terrible cancer called anti-
semitism. 

And our seventh witness, Yair Rosenberg, is a staff writer at The 
Atlantic, where he covers the intersection of policies, culture, and 
religion, and writes a newsletter. He has reported on antisemitism 
for over a decade across multiple continents. 

Previously a senior writer at Tablet Magazine, he has also writ-
ten for the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Wall 
Street Journal. Thank you as well for being here. 

I would like to now just do a mic check to make sure that Natan 
Sharansky can provide us with his comments. 

[Pause.] 

STATEMENTS OF NATAN SHARANSKY, CHAIR, INSTITUTE FOR 
THE STUDY OF GLOBAL ANTISEMITISM AND POLICY; YONA 
SCHIFFMILLER, DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH, NGO MONITOR; 
ITAMAR MARCUS, FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR, PALESTINIAN 
MEDIA WATCH; EUGENE KONTOROVICH, DIRECTOR OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW DEPARTMENT, KOHELET POLICY 
FORUM; HILLEL NEUER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, UNITED NA-
TIONS WATCH; SHARON NAZARIAN, DIRECTOR, ANTI–DEFA-
MATION LEAGUE NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS; AND 
YAIR ROSENBERG, STAFF WRITER, THE ATLANTIC 

STATEMENT OF NATAN SHARANSKY 

Mr. SHARANSKY. Dear Congressman Smith, we are comrades in 
arms for many years. And Congressman Smith, Congresswoman 
Wild, and all the other members, thank you for organizing it, and 
thank you for permitting and agreeing that I will speak in such a 
way through Zoom. 

But please, if the connection will be bad, don’t suffer and move 
to the other speakers. I will not be upset. 

So I am dealing with the problem of antisemitism practically for 
the 50—last 50 years as a human rights activism political prisoner 
of the Soviet Union, and then as a minister in Israel government 
dealing with antisemitism, and then as the head of Jewish agency. 

And let me show—share some of my experience. So recently, the 
White House released the first ever U.S. National Strategy to Com-
bat Anti-Semitism, a very comprehensive plan, and we thank 
President Biden, Second Gentleman Emhoff, Special Envoy 
Lipstadt, and Ambassador Rice for compiling this comprehensive 
plan. 

And I have to say that Jewish organizations, Jewish world, re-
acted very positively. But there is one point, one paragraph, in this 
plan, which caused confusion or mixed reactions. And I’ll read it. 
There are several definitions of antisemitism which serve as valu-
able tools to raise awareness and increase understanding of anti-
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semitism. The most prominent is the non-legally binding, working 
definition of antisemitism adopted in 2016 by the 31 member states 
of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, so called 
IHRA definition, which the United States has embraced. 

In addition, the Administration welcomes and appreciates the 
Nexus Document and notes other such efforts. 

So why should this be a problem? Because IHRA definition is the 
only one which really connects the old antisemitism attacking Jews 
and the new antisemitism attacking state of Israel. 

Well, what should be their connection? I had to answer this ques-
tion for many, many years. After all, antisemitism, the oldest exist-
ing hatred directed against Jewish people. And Israel is a relatively 
young state, 75 years old. Why disagreement about the way it was 
created, the fact that it was created? 

The disagreement with the policy of this or that government, 
why it should be called antisemitism? And I have to say that the— 
that in the Soviet Union there was no such a question, because in 
the Soviet Union it was clear at the moment. Soviet Union starts 
new round of attacks on Israel. Everybody knew that Jews have a 
problem. 

The Jews who have no idea what the word Zionism means, but 
they should be concerned about their place of work, about their ca-
reer. They should be concerned that they will be demanded imme-
diately to condemn Zionism, because the Jewish religion would con-
demn any connection with Jewish nationalism. 

And when another round of attacks on Jews where there is na-
tionalist or so-called cross-mobilized started almost immediately 
moving also. And I believe that it is because Soviet Union was a 
dictatorship, and dictatorship always needs scapegoat, enemy, and 
there was no better enemy scapegoat, internal and external, than 
Jews and the state of Israel. 

And that is why when I moved to the free world, I was really 
surprised when the year 2000 at the U.N. conference, which was 
the first United Nations global conference against racism, they 
came with one conclusion, that Israel is an apartheid state, the one 
which follows the example of South Africa. And suddenly all the 
democratic states in the Middle East is questioned about the legit-
imacy of its existence, such as the cartoons against Israeli leaders 
look exactly like the cartoons at the times of Nazis, also with prop-
aganda. 

Suddenly, Israel is a tool that is treating Palestinians exactly as 
Nazis about treating the Jews, and we—part of the cultural inter-
sect that Palestinian refugee camps, that is exactly the Auschwitz 
of today. And all this, it was insisted that it is all a legitimate criti-
cism of Israel. That is when I proposed my three D’s: demonization, 
double standard, and delegitimization. They were saying these are 
the main tools against Jews for 1,000 years. 

Of course, being a double standard, in law or without law, Jew-
ish demonization, the Jews are the claws of Satan, et cetera, and 
the famous denial of the legitimacy of Jewish religion, but replaced 
entirely, and the famous article by Jews about the nation. These 
were the tools. 

So I said when there is clear demonization, a double standard of 
Jewish state, or the delegitimization of Jewish state, it should be 
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treated as antisemitic. And then, if you accept this formally, under-
stand why the treatment of Islam, the Human Rights Committee 
of United Nations, is antisemitic, why BDS movement, which has 
singled out Israel is antisemitism, while denial of the right of Jew-
ish people to have their own state is antisemitism, and of course 
why demonization of Israel as some satanic force or neo-Nazi force 
is antisemitic. 

And, in fact, later in 2016, IRHA definition—that is the exact 
definition which does deal with the formulas, which gives examples 
when criticisms of Israel becomes antisemitic, that is exactly the 
demonization, double standard, delegitimization. 

So when I was traveling—in the last 20 years, I visited about 
100 American campuses. I could see very clearly how dis-confident, 
how badly feel Jewish students, especially Zionist students, be-
cause of this new antisemitism, and vice versa, the attacks on Jews 
almost immediately are accompanied by the attacks on Israel. 

So that is like very closely linked phenomenas, and we get it— 
that’s—when Americans, the antisemitism rise on both sides. You 
can’t make a deal with this phenomena without recognizing all of 
the—part of it. But we really have to have one definition in order 
to do this, and that is why IHRA definition is so important. And 
that is why I really call American station does such a wonderful 
job in building comprehensive plan to stick to this definition of 
antisemitism. 

We will not be able to win if people on the left will be attacking 
antisemitism of the right, and the people on the right will be at-
tacking antisemitism on the left. There should be no left and right. 
Demonization of Jewish people and demonization of the state of 
Israel, the double standard of Jews, the double standard of Israel, 
delegitimization of Jews and state of Israel is one and the same 
phenomena. And please let’s stick by this definition. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Sharansky follows;] 
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Mr. SMITH. Mr. Sharansky, thank you so very much again not 
only for appearing today—and I know you have a hard stop at 
11:50—but above all for your leadership for the last half-century. 
It has been extraordinary. Your bravery is, like I said at the begin-
ning, the stuff of legends. 

I remember asking you once how—because I went to Perm Camp 
35 to visit, saw the SHIZO where—the solitary confinement, and 
was just—cells and you spent time there. And I remember asking 
you once how you got through that, and you did make mention of 
how you meditated on the psalms and how important that was to 
you. 

So, again, I want to thank you, and I know my good friend, Ms. 
Wild, would like to just say something as well. 

Ms. WILD. Yes. Thank you very much. Sorry for the delay in get-
ting started, but we really appreciate your testimony. 

Mr. SMITH. Thank you so very, very much. 
I would like to now ask Mr. Schiffmiller if you would present 

your remarks. 

STATEMENT OF YONA SCHIFFMILLER 

Mr. SCHIFFMILLER. Mr. Chairman, Madam Ranking Member, dis-
tinguished members of the subcommittee, I thank you for con-
vening today’s hearing and for the opportunity to testify. 

Appearing today in my personal capacity, I am director of re-
search for NGO Monitor, founded by Professor Gerald Steinberg in 
2002 following the antisemitic proceedings of the 2001 Durban 
Conference Against Racism described both in my written testimony 
and by Mr. Sharansky. 

NGO Monitor is a globally recognized research institute pro-
moting democratic values and good governance. By publishing inde-
pendent analyses of NGOs, their funders, and other stakeholders, 
we work to ensure that decisionmakers and civil society operate in 
accordance with the principles of accountability, transparency, and 
universal human rights. 

In a 2017 presentation, the late Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, who 
served for over 20 years as the chief rabbi of the United Kingdom, 
was a member of the British House of Lords and an internationally 
renowned scholar, noted that antisemites often couch their anti- 
Jewish rhetoric in the language of the highest ideals of the day. 

During the Middle Ages, it was religion; in the 20th century, 
science. And today it is human rights discourse, which is used to 
mask and legitimize antisemitic agenda. 

The pathological obsession with Israel that permeates institu-
tions and organizations that claim the mantle of human rights has 
led to the manipulation, distortion, and perversion of these truly 
lofty ideals. In my written testimony, I summarize several NGO- 
driven campaigns, including BDS initiatives, attempts to blacklist 
and sanction the IDF, threatening Israel with ICC investigations, 
and explicit calls for dismantling the Jewish state. 

NGOs that oppose Jewish self-determination have learned that 
adopting the language of human rights and international law is the 
most effective strategy for achieving their goals. 

However, when responding to acts of terrorism and violent anti-
semitism, many of these organizations reveal their true beliefs. 
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Some actors ignore these phenomena altogether, while others, par-
ticularly officials at European government-funded Palestinian 
NGOs, justify violence. 

In my written testimony, I described Human Rights Watch, 
HRW, invokes human rights principles to accuse Israel of commit-
ting apartheid and to lobby for a host of BDS measures. However, 
when the rights of Jews are violated, HRW is absent. In 2021, the 
ADL recorded 2,717 antisemitic incidents in the United States, the 
highest total since the organization began tracking in 1979. 

HRW’s 2022 World Report covering 2021 does not mention anti-
semitism in the United States even once. 

Jews appear to be the exception to the supposed pursuit of uni-
versal human rights. Abhorrent as this indifference is, the celebra-
tion of and justification for violence expressed by officials at Euro-
pean-funded Palestinian NGOs is uniquely disturbing. 

Take for instance the cases of the Palestinian Center for Human 
Rights, PCHR, and Al-Haq, an organization whose terror ties, as 
well as its extremely anti-Zionist and international BDS cam-
paigning, are described in greater detail in my written testimony. 

These two European government-backed NGOs are among the 
architects of many of the anti-Israel efforts detailed in my written 
testimony, successfully lobbying for the U.N. blacklist of companies 
operating beyond the 1949 armistice line, including American 
firms, as well as the launching of an ICC investigation into Israel, 
a worrying precedent for U.S. officials and military personnel. 

As I describe in my written testimony, Al-Haq in particular is 
one of the leading actors seeking to apply the apartheid label to 
Israel and defines the Jewish state as inherently illegitimate. 

Last month, as Islamic Jihad and other terrorist organizations 
launched over 1,200 rockets towards Israeli population centers— 
each one a war crime—PCHR published a statement in which it 
‘‘affirms the Palestinian people to resist the occupation by all avail-
able means, including armed struggle.’’ Under pressure from do-
nors, this text was amended. 

Statements by PCHR’s board members and by officials at Al-Haq 
and other Palestinian NGOs reveal how pervasive those attitudes 
are. In a Facebook post published during the fighting, PCHR board 
member Nadia Abu Nahla referred to Israel as ‘‘the Nazi criminal 
occupation,’’ adding ‘‘May the resistance,’’ a euphemism for Pales-
tinian terrorist organizations, ‘‘have victory.’’ 

Following a January 26 IDF operation in Jenin in which 10 Pal-
estinians, mostly armed members of terrorist organizations, were 
killed in a gun battle, Abu Nahla wrote, ‘‘Oh he who guides the 
blood vengeances. May you guide our blood vengeance.’’ Are these 
the words of a human rights defender? 

On January 28, 2 days after the gun battle in Jenin, seven 
Israeli civilians were murdered by a Palestinian terrorist outside of 
a Jerusalem synagogue. In an interview given 2 days later, the 
deputy chair of PCHR’s board of directors said that Palestinians 
are not prevent ‘‘from taking revenge against the massacres that 
are occurring in Palestine,’’ adding ‘‘The flame of Palestinian resist-
ance shall not end but continue as long as there is occupation, set-
tlement, and Judaization.’’ 
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Al-Haq officials have also legitimized the text on Israeli civilians. 
Following the massacre outside the Jerusalem synagogue, Al-Haq 
legal researcher and advocacy officer Aseel Al Bajeh wrote, ‘‘Why 
are settlers allowed to be in occupied Jerusalem, a war crime that 
the world recognizes?’’ Adding separately ‘‘Forcing Palestinians to 
defend their right to resist is another complicity with Israel’s colo-
nialism.’’ 

Just yesterday she wrote, ‘‘Shedding Palestinian blood and de-
stroying entire families and futures is Zionism.’’ She accompanied 
the statement with pictures of Palestinians killed in clashes with 
the IDF this week, including two Hamas members who murdered 
four Israeli civilians just 2 days ago and three members of Islamic 
Jihad killed last night after they opened fire at an Israeli border 
crossing. 

There are other such statements from board members and offi-
cials from these and other European government-funded Pales-
tinian NGOs. But to catalogue them all would require more time 
than we have here today. 

Allow me to conclude with a word on the European funding that 
I have been referencing. In recent years, Al-Haq has received 
grants from the European Union as well as from the governments 
of France, Germany, Italy, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. PCHR 
has received funding from the European Union as well as from the 
governments of Switzerland and Norway and from U.N. agencies. 

The director of PCHR, Raji Sourani, a man who has been pub-
licly celebrated by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pal-
estine, a U.S. designated terrorist organization, was hosted this 
week by Dutch officials in The Netherlands. 

In addition to being funded by U.N. governments—excuse me, by 
European governments, both organizations are cited and relied 
upon by U.N. agencies and mechanisms and have interacted di-
rectly with the ICC. Simply put, this must end. Organizations like 
these, of which there are unfortunately many more, should be ex-
pelled from the policy-making community, not funded, sought after, 
and consulted with. 

Governments, U.N. frameworks, and international legal bodies, 
as well as ESG firms and other corporate actors, should shun these 
groups and implement effective vetting measures that ensure that 
no like-minded actors are supported or their reporting relied upon 
in the future. There can be no Jewish exception to the cause of uni-
versal human rights, nor should those professing violence be per-
mitted to masquerade as human rights practitioners. 

I thank you again for the opportunity to testify, and I look for-
ward to the subcommittee’s questions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Schiffmiller follows:] 
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you so very much for your very eloquent state-
ment, and your written statement just has so much even more. So 
I deeply—we deeply appreciate it. 

Mr. Marcus. 

STATEMENT OF ITAMAR MARCUS 

Mr. MARCUS. Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Wild, esteemed 
members of Congress, thank you very much for calling this hear-
ing, and thank you very much for inviting me. 

I appear before you today as head of Palestinian Media Watch 
to shed light on a fundamental and lethal component of Palestinian 
Authority ideology, which is Palestinian Authority antisemitism. 
Palestinian Authority antisemitism is not a collection of isolated 
hate speech. By today, it is a fundamental part of Palestinian ide-
ology, and it is a great motivator of Palestinian Authority terror. 

I will focus today on two aspects of Palestinian Authority anti-
semitism, which is the political antisemitism and the religious anti-
semitism. The Palestinian Authority political antisemitism has 
three stages. The first is presenting the Jews as inherently evil and 
endangering not just Palestinians but endangering all of humanity. 

Number two is that Jews are, therefore, hated and themselves 
are responsible for antisemitism. 

Finally, the Western countries are anxious to solve their problem 
of—the Jewish problem by getting rid of the Jews. They were the 
ones who initiated Zionism, and they were the ones who initiated 
the establishment of the state of Israel to solve their Jewish prob-
lem. Israel, therefore, is a colonial implant with no right to exist. 

Now, I want to show you—give you some examples of this in Pal-
estinian Authority leadership as well as from their official media. 
Already in 2023, this following interview with a Palestinian re-
searcher, Palestinian Authority broadcast three times already this 
year, and it goes as follows. 

He quotes, ‘‘Jews are arrogant by nature. They do not accept the 
other. The Jewish thinking is based on racism that caused them to 
be hated everywhere, and the Jewish thinking is based on the Pro-
tocols of the Elders of Zion. The Europeans hated them and wanted 
to get rid of them, so they had the idea of establishing a Jewish 
state.’’ 

And, like I say, PATV broadcast their entire horrific interview 
three times already this year. Elie Wiesel has said about the Proto-
cols of the Elders of Zion, if ever there was a piece of writing that 
could produce mass hatred, this is one, and yet the PA continues 
to present this as an authentic document of Jewish plant to sub-
jugate humanity. 

Mahmoud Abbas, in a televised speech, said the following, that 
10 centuries of massacres of Jews, as well as the Holocaust itself, 
were caused by the Jewish ‘‘social role, usury, and banks.’’ Abbas 
was literally saying that the Holocaust the Jews brought on them-
selves because of the social role. 

Now, just now at the U.N. last month, Habbas spoke, and this 
is what he said. Britain and the United States decided to plant a 
foreign entity in our homeland for colonialist purposes. These coun-
tries wanted to get rid of the Jews and profit from them in Pal-
estine. Two birds with one stone. 
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Abbas was revealing this fundamental of Palestinian ideology, 
which is that Israel is the result of settler colonialism and, there-
fore, has no right to exist. 

Now, what is clear from this is that Palestinian anti-Zionism is 
founded in Palestinian antisemitism. 

Now, this PA demonization of Jews has been accepted by Pal-
estinians as fact. And according to a 2014 ADL poll, they found ‘‘87 
percent of Palestinians say it is probably true that people hate 
Jews because of the way Jews behave.’’ Eighty-seven percent of 
Palestinians were hated—Jews are hated because of the way they 
behave. 

Now, this denial of Israel’s legitimacy leads directly to the PA 
teaching that Israel will eventually inevitably be destroyed. And I 
will give you some examples from children’s education in the Pales-
tinian Authority. This is a Fatah children’s magazine called Waed, 
and they have quotes in there like ‘‘There is no invader who in-
vaded this land that did not leave it defeated. That is what will 
happen to the Zionist invaders.’’ 

The goal is to liberate Palestine that was stolen by the colonialist 
and aggressive Zionist movement. A key to the colonialism ap-
pears—and this as well—Algeria’s experience, which was the end 
of French colonial rule, talks about assures that the Jewish settlers 
in Palestine will disappear in the end. Jews will all leave Palestine. 
This is Fatah education. 

Now, I just read a poll this morning which is added in, which 
connects to this teaching that Israel will eventually be destroyed, 
will disappear. The poll was done by Khalil Shikaki, the most im-
portant Palestinian pollster, and the question was, will Israel cele-
brate its 100th anniversary? Sixty-six percent of Palestinians said 
no; 27 percent said yes. So two-thirds of Palestinians have accepted 
this ideology that Israel inevitably will be destroyed. 

And I will add that as long as Palestinians believe there is a 
chance to destroy Israel, that is a great motivator for terror. 

Now, Palestinian Authority antisemitism has also become an im-
portant source for global antisemitism. Last week when Fatima 
Mohammed spoke at CUNY University law school graduation, she 
said, ‘‘Israel is a project of settler colonialism.’’ She was literally re-
peating this fundamental part of Palestinian Authority ideology. 

Now, with the political antisemitism embedded in Palestinian 
ideology, then comes the religious ideology, the religious anti-
semitism, which puts Allah’s stamp of approval on this hatred. 

And I will quote some of the things from Mahmoud al-Habbash. 
He is the most important religious figure in the PA. He is 
Mahmoud Habbas’ personal adviser on Islam, and he is head of the 
Sharia courts. 

And this is what he said on TV. Jews are humanoids, creatures 
that Allah created in the form of humans, those who Allah has 
cursed and made them apes and pigs. 

He also taught that Jews throughout history have worked to-
gether with Satan disseminating evil. Israel, he said, because it is 
a Jewish state, is Satan’s project, and that is the reason the Pal-
estinians are in conflict. Again, this is the most important religious 
figure in the PA, Habbas’ adviser. 
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This same adviser also taught the religious reason to kill 
Israelis. He started by quoting from the Quran where the Quran 
says kill them, and then he, in his own words, defined 10 cat-
egories of crimes for which to kill people. All are crimes that he 
routinely accuses Israel of doing—taking their land, taking their 
homeland, et cetera. 

So here he was saying the Quran is telling you to kill, and then 
he ends with a quote from the Quran, ‘‘Kill them wherever you find 
them.’’ Again, this is Habbas’ adviser on Islam. 

Last year during the Ramadan, PATV preacher prayed, ‘‘Allah, 
delight us with the extermination of the evil Jews.’’ And an impor-
tant Palestinian religious figure who teaches, he is responsible for 
teaching preacher training, he said, ‘‘Allah willing, the end of the 
Jews and America that supports the Jews will be in Palestine.’’ 

This combination of political and religious antisemitism results 
in the PA’s justifying every single murder of every Israeli and hon-
oring every murderer. 

Two months ago, an Israeli mother and her two daughters, Lucy, 
Maia, and Rina Dee, were murdered in a drive-by shooting. After 
Israel tracked down the killers, the murderers and killed them, 
Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh posted pictures of the mur-
derers of the Dee family on his Facebook page with the text ‘‘Glory 
and eternity to our righteous Shahids,’’ our righteous martyrs, peo-
ple who died for Allah. 

The automatic Palestinian Authority support for every murderer, 
no matter what Israeli is killed, including Israeli children, can only 
be understood when recognizing the centrality of Palestinian Au-
thority antisemitism, which sees murdering of Jews and Israelis as 
justified as an ideal act for Allah. 

Now, a new Palestinian poll I mentioned, I found this morning 
something also shocking that I want to read to you related to the 
support for killing Israelis. Eighty-six percent of the Palestinian 
Authority of Palestinians—I am sorry, 86 percent say the Pales-
tinian Authority does not have the right to arrest members of these 
armed groups to prevent them from carrying out attacks against 
Israel. 

The armed groups that are doing all the recent terror, 86 percent 
of Palestinians say the Palestinian Authority should not arrest 
them and disarm them. 

Palestinian Authority antisemitism I would say is the elephant 
in the room that the international community has ignored, looking 
for all sorts of other reasons to blame the conflict on. It is now em-
bedded in Palestinian Authority world view and is being echoed in 
CUNY University and around the world. It is urgent that PA anti-
semitism be put front and center, and discussions about any future 
solution have to include a major focus on Palestinian Authority 
antisemitism. 

Only after this fundamental reason for Palestinian hate is elimi-
nated can the Palestinian Authority be a potential peace partner 
and will be the chance for stopping the spread of Palestinian anti-
semitism around the world. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Marcus follows:] 
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Kontorovich. 

STATEMENT OF EUGENE KONTOROVICH 
Mr. KONTOROVICH. Thank you. Chairman Smith, Ranking Mem-

ber Wild, honorable members of the committee, I am honored to be 
invited here to discuss contemporary antisemitism. 

Opposing antisemitism is easy because everyone is on your side. 
Certainly, in polite society, you won’t find anyone embracing the 
label. Today the general anathema on antisemitism makes anti-Zi-
onism a convenient and common substitute. At the same time, crit-
icism of Israel, as one would of any other country, is entirely legiti-
mate, thus defining ‘‘antisemitism’’ accurately is crucial. 

Those who seek to single out, delegitimize, and harm the world’s 
primary Jewish community claim that they are merely responding 
to the bad things the Jewish state actually does. They have rea-
sons, you see. They have reasons. 

The notion of antisemitism, how does one answer this? The no-
tion that antisemitism only applies to unreasoning, foaming at the 
mouth, purely emotional Jew hated, misunderstands what anti-
semitism is and has always been as I will show. 

These remarks are very timely, because the Biden Administra-
tion’s new National Strategy on Anti-Semitism harms efforts to re-
spond to it by referring to two different and fundamentally con-
tradictory definitions of it. 

The remainder of my testimony explains why the IHRA defini-
tion discussed by Mr. Sharansky is correct in identifying Israel as 
a major focus of antisemitism and addresses the claims made by 
the Nexus Document cited in the National Strategy, which argues 
that double standards against Israel should not be presumed to be 
antisemitic. 

The only widely accepted definition of antisemitism today is the 
working definition of the International Holocaust Memorial Asso-
ciation, IHRA. It crucially states that anti-Zionism or anti-Israel 
conduct can be manifestations of antisemitism. 

IHRA’s definition provides several examples, claiming the exist-
ence of Israel is illegitimate for ab initio, the widespread practice 
of applying double standards to the Jewish state or ‘‘requiring of 
it a behavior not expected or demanded of any other democratic na-
tion.’’ 

This IHRA definition obviously struck a chord. It has been for-
mally adopted by at least 39 countries, the EU, the EC, the OSC, 
most U.S. states, and the vast majority of ideologically diverse ju-
risdictions, universities, and entities around the world. 

The U.S. has also adopted the IHRA definition, and the National 
Strategy on Anti-Semitism reaffirms that while also ‘‘welcoming 
what is known as the Nexus Document,’’ an effort designed to un-
dermine the Israel-focused aspect—the Israel antisemitism of 
IHRA’s definition. 

Nexus does not treat as presumptively antisemitic either the 
questioning of the basic legitimacy of Israel’s existence or the appli-
cation of double standards, discriminatory standards to Israel. Ac-
cording to Nexus, such views may have legitimate grounds. We will 
discuss what those may be. 
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Unlike IHRA’s adoption by a wide range of countries, not a single 
country has adopted the Nexus definition. So Nexus last month 
leaped from discussions of like-minded academics straight into a 
White House policy document. While the IHRA definition remains 
the only one officially used by the Government, the National Strat-
egy citation of Nexus harms efforts to respond to antisemitism by 
referring to these two different definitions. 

Israel bashing is ostensibly directed against the state of Israel, 
not the Jews. So how can it be antisemitic? In anti-discrimination 
law, American anti-discrimination law, it is well known that dis-
crimination need not be 100 percent congruent with the targeted 
class. 

Proxies for race, sexual orientation, and so forth, can be discrimi-
natory using proxies. Moreover, no one disputes that the political 
treatment of a country could potentially be a proxy for bigotry 
against the faith or ethnicity of that country. For example, when 
the prior Administration adopted immigration restrictions on five 
Muslim majority countries, many members of this House de-
nounced it as a Muslim ban, even though it cited countries, not re-
ligions. 

Israel is by far the largest Jewish community in the world, and 
the home to the plurality—and soon the majority—of the world’s 
Jews. The vast majority of American Jews identify closely with 
Israel, making Zionism a convenient proxy for Jewishness. 

Unfortunately, some people who understand that proxy—a coun-
try could be a proxy for bigotry, who vigorously denounced, for ex-
ample, President Trump’s immigration rules as a Muslim ban, now 
argue that it is okay to single out Israel and apply to it double 
standards. This is a double standard within a double standard. 

The claim that anti-Israel obsession is merely about Israeli poli-
cies needs to be evaluated in a historical context. For 2,000 years, 
the obsessive focus on the supposed wrongs of this one tiny group 
has resurfaced across an amazing array of cultures and epochs. 
From the Romans to the Crusades, from the Reformation to the In-
quisition, from national to international socialism, the justifications 
change, the target remains the same. 

Finally, the Jewish people in our times reconstituted their nation 
and immediately found it the subject of unparalleled international 
defamation and libel. Jews have been hated sometimes as adher-
ents of a faith, sometimes as members of a people. Now the ex-
traordinary enmity is aimed at their state. The coin lands on the 
same side on every toss. It is an amazing coincidence. The segue 
from earlier modes of antisemitism to anti-Zionism is stunning. 

Now, effective antisemites have always sought to justify their 
bigotry by claiming that they simply object to the bad things that 
Jews do. Capitalism, communism, monarchy-ism, not accepted 
Christianity, even Hitler had elaborate policy reasons for his oppo-
sition to Jewry. In contemporary terms, he thought they harmed 
global human rights. 

The accusations leveled against Israel today resemble those 
made by antisemites throughout history. Instead of Jews being ac-
cused of killing Gentile children, Israel is accused of deliberately 
killing Palestinian children. Instead of Jews being accused of caus-
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ing a plague among Gentiles, Israel is accused of causing disease 
amongst Palestinians. 

The accusation of apartheid is a modern blood libel, an absurd 
big lie, and responding to it justifies it more than it deserves, but 
inciteful in ways that cannot be rectified by mere refutation. 

Just as the classic blood libel resonated with religious preoccupa-
tions of earlier ages, today’s claims resonate with the ethnic justice 
concerns of our own times. That is the power of apartheid. That in 
our times several members of Congress can level such accusations 
against the Jewish state is truly distressing. 

Now I want to say that the Nexus Document says there may be 
a valid reason for people to care more about Israel. They say maybe 
people care about Israel because Israel gets more U.S. foreign aid 
than other countries. 

Now, in my written testimony, I have a chart of how much aid 
different countries get from the United States. And as you will see, 
Israel does in fact get more, and there are—there is much more 
hostility to Israel. I have various measures of hostility to Israel, 
New York Times’ resolutions. 

As you see, after Israel it drops off very disproportionately. 
Egypt, King Jordan, massive recipients of U.S. aid. They don’t get 
half of the criticism of Israel, not in Congress, not in the United 
Nations, and not in the pages of The New York Times. 

So whatever this phenomenon is, it seems to only work for Israel, 
this aid-focused justification. 

And, finally, I will close by pointing out of course countries 
around the world have very harsh policies against Israel. I have a 
table in my testimony where I show U.K.’s votes against Israel. Are 
these other countries voting against Israel because of U.S. foreign 
aid? It doesn’t stand to reason. 

So this form of antisemitism is one of the dominant forms of our 
day and must be taken very seriously. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Kontorovich follows:] 
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you. 
Mr. Neuer. 

STATEMENT OF HILLEL NEUER 
Mr. NEUER. Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Wild, members 

of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify at this 
important hearing. I have come here directly from the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council session underway now in Geneva to 
report to you about the antisemitism and demonization of Israel 
that is taking place there and in many other parts of the United 
Nations. 

Now, the U.N. Charter guarantees ‘‘the equal treatment of na-
tions large and small.’’ Yet if an alien from another planet would 
visit the United Nations and listen to its debates, read its resolu-
tions, and walk through its halls, it could logically conclude that 
a principal purpose of the world body is to censure a tiny country 
called Israel. 

At the General Assembly, as you indicated, Mr. Chairman, in 
2022, there was one resolution on Iran, one on North Korea, one 
on Syria, and 15 on Israel. At the World Health Organization, 
every year its annual assembly deviates from global public health 
for a special debate singling out Israel. 

There is no such focus on Syria where hospitals are repeatedly 
bombed by Syrian and Russian forces, nor on North Korea, one of 
the worst health systems in the world. On the contrary, the WHO 
recently elected North Korea to its executive board. 

At the U.N. Human Rights Council, most of the world’s worst 
abusers get a free pass. Worse, many abusers sit on the Council, 
including China, Cuba, Eritrea, Qatar, and Pakistan. None of these 
has ever been censured. And last month when it came time to ap-
point a chair of the U.N. Human Rights Council social forum, they 
decided to appoint the Islamic Republic of Iran. I want to commend 
all of the members of Congress who have written to complain about 
that. 

While dictators are honored, a democracy is scapegoated. The 
only country in the world with a standing agenda item at the 
Council is not China, which violates the basic human rights of 1.5 
billion people, a fifth of humanity, nor is it Iran, which beats, 
blinds, and poisons women and girls for the crime of protesting, it 
is Israel. 

From the Council’s creation in 2006 to today, the Council has 
adopted two resolutions on Sudan, three on Venezuela, 14 on Iran, 
16 on North Korea, 42 on Syria, and 103 on Israel. So more on 
Israel than on Iran, Syria, and North Korea combined. 

Now, in May 2021, after Hamas and Islamic Jihad fired thou-
sands of rockets at Israeli civilian centers, the Council met in spe-
cial session and created a Commission of Inquiry targeting Israel. 
It is the first such commission with no end date. It is mandated 
to report in perpetuity. Its scope includes not only the war of that 
year but all events leading up to it and since. They have the un-
precedented mandate to examine ‘‘root causes of the conflict,’’ in-
cluding alleged ‘‘systematic discrimination based on race.’’ 

As chair of the inquiry, the Council decided to appoint Navi 
Pillay, who has signed petitions lobbying governments to ‘‘sanction 
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apartheid Israel.’’ She is the objective chair. U.N. Watch docu-
mented her extreme bias in a legal request demanding that she 
recuse herself. This was completely ignored. 

Another commissioner is Miloon Kothari. I just heard him speak 
two days ago in Geneva. Last summer he gave an interview where 
he ranted about ‘‘the Jewish lobby,’’ and he questioned Israel’s 
right to be a member of the U.N. He was condemned by numerous 
countries and U.N. officials for antisemitism, yet he remains in his 
post. 

In this regard, I want to commend the U.S. Ambassador to the 
Human Rights Council for her superb work, Michele Taylor, in 
leading 27 member states this week to object to this Commission 
of Inquiry and to call for an end generally to anti-Israel bias at the 
Council. 

Now other Council officials need to be examined. Last year the 
Council appointed Francesca Albanese as its ‘‘special rapporteur on 
Palestine.’’ The mandate in fact is to investigate only ‘‘Israel’s vio-
lations.’’ U.N. experts are obliged to be objective. Before she was 
appointed, we informed the Council that Albanese has repeatedly 
equated Palestinian suffering with the Nazi Holocaust, accused 
Israel of war crimes, apartheid, and genocide. In a 2014 Facebook 
post, she wrote that America is ‘‘subjugated by the Jewish lobby.’’ 

The Council knew all of this and appointed her. One year into 
the post, she has repeatedly legitimized terrorism and addressed 
the Hamas Conference where she said, ‘‘You have a right to resist.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, because of our work exposing and fighting this 
kind of discrimination, we are now being targeted. U.N. Watch, the 
Swiss nonprofit association that I direct, was founded in Geneva 30 
years ago by former U.S. ambassador and civil rights leader Morris 
Abram. We have never received funding from any government and 
are supported solely by charitable donations. 

Our reports and speeches exposing anti-Israel prejudice, com-
bating dictatorships at the Human Rights Council, are seen world-
wide. 

In retaliation, the powerful chief of the Council’s secretariat, Mr. 
Eric Tistounet, is running a campaign of smear attacks, censorship, 
and harassment against me and our organization. He tampers with 
speakers’ lists to prevent us from taking the floor at the Human 
Rights Council. 

According to whistleblower testimony by his former colleague, 
Emma Reilly—she has appeared on BBC and reported in Le 
Monde—Mr. Tistounet justified his actions by falsely claiming that 
U.N. Watch was ‘‘an Israeli GONGO,’’ which means a fake govern-
ment operated NGO. 

When discussing U.N. Watch with its colleagues, Ms. Reilly re-
ports that this chief of the Human Rights Council secretariat would 
frequently use antisemitic tropes to the effect that we were control-
ling members states or controlling NGOs behind the scenes. 

In October, we filed a complaint with the Secretary General of 
the United Nations, which can be found at UNWatch.org/abuse. 
Based on leaked internal emails and whistleblower testimony, our 
complaint documents how Mr. Tistounet, in violation of U.N. rules, 
systematically orders his staff to manipulate speakers’ lists to pre-
vent U.N. Watch from speaking at the Human Rights Council. 
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For example, at least year’s June session, 2022, we requested to 
speak for 36 interactive dialogues. Groups close to Mr. Tistounet 
received about 15 speaking slots. We received zero. 

Mr. Tistounet has concocted a fictitious rule, especially for us, de-
manding to see our speeches in advance, enabling him to draft rep-
rimands, which he would then hand to the chair at the podium to 
read out against me without any basis. According to leaked inter-
nal documents, which he has never disputed, when Mr. Tistounet 
learned in 2007 that I was the victim of a false arrest due to mis-
taken identity, he sent out a celebratory email to his 50-member 
staff at the Human Rights Council. 

The chief of the Human Rights Council secretariat instructed his 
U.N. employees to secretly go to an internet cafe to anonymously 
defame me online to post the material next to videos of my speech-
es about the Council. 

Finally, according to leaked emails, Mr. Tistounet told his staff 
to think of ways to have me physically detained by U.N. security 
in order to block me from entering the Council chamber in Geneva. 

Now, we filed a detailed complaint about all of this with Sec-
retary General Guterres in October. The United Nations Assistant 
Secretary General Martha Lopez replied that it would be consid-
ered ‘‘as per internal procedures.’’ Eight months later, nothing has 
happened. 

On the contrary, in the current June-July session of the Council, 
from which I have just come here, I have just received word from 
my colleagues in Geneva that the speakers’ lists were again manip-
ulated by Mr. Tistounet. Groups that are close to him, like Am-
nesty International, received 19 speaking slots. We are being pre-
vented from speaking more than once. 

Mr. Chairman, in summary, because of our work to expose anti-
semitism and other forms of prejudice and injustice at the Human 
Rights Council, its chief of staff is trying to censor and silence us. 
He doesn’t want the world to know. 

We appeal to the United States and other countries that care 
about human rights to demand that this bigoted and corrupt offi-
cial be suspended, and that the Secretary General create an inde-
pendent investigation as requested in our complaint. 

In conclusion, U.N. bodies routinely apply double standards to 
Israel, not expected of other democracies. Singling out the world’s 
only Jewish state for opprobrium in a way that is wholly dispropor-
tionate to its deficiencies. U.N. officials have claimed that the state 
of Israel is a racist endeavor, drawn comparisons of current Israeli 
policy to that of the Nazis, or accused Israel of ‘‘genocide.’’ 

Under the IHRA working definition of antisemitism, it is clear 
that the actions of numerous U.N. bodies and officials are 
antisemitic in effect, if not intent. 

I want to thank this committee for taking up this urgent matter, 
and especially you, Chairman Smith, for your leadership. 

I thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Neuer follows:] 
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you so very much, Mr. Neuer. If you could, we 
will put together a letter to Guterres and others laying all of this 
out. We will ask the Administration as well to double down on 
their efforts. You know, I am glad you pointed out the 27 nations. 
That was a good step in the right direction. 

But to ostracize you, to smear you personally and the organiza-
tion, is outrageous. And even the seemingly mundane idea of ma-
nipulating the speakers’ lists, that becomes all important because 
you lose your right to speak, and that can’t happen. 

So everything you can give us to—about the complaint, and I 
guarantee—matter of fact, I would say with my colleagues here, we 
will make sure—I mean, I did meet with Secretary Guterres 2 
months ago for a lengthy—I did not bring up your complaint. I 
didn’t know about it. I am sorry. But I will take it to him in New 
York. 

Mr. NEUER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. SMITH. Thank you. 

STATEMENT OF SHARON NAZARIAN 

Dr. NAZARIAN. Good morning, Chairman Smith and Ranking 
Member Wild. Thank you for inviting me to testify at this impor-
tant meeting. 

I also would like to thank the chairman and Congresswoman 
Manning for their continued leadership as co-chairs of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force for Combating Anti-Semitism. 

Thank you for the entire committee for your bipartisan commit-
ment to fighting antisemitism and your support for a strong U.S.- 
Israel relationship. 

Since 1913, ADL’s mission has been to stop the defamation of the 
Jewish people and to secure justice and fair treatment to all. I am 
proud to support that mission as a member of the ADL’s national 
board of directors and previously as senior vice president for inter-
national affairs, where I led our efforts to fight global antisemitism 
and anti-Israel bias. 

We are currently witnessing an alarming increase in anti-
semitism and anti-Zionism at levels unseen for decades. ADL’s do-
mestic and international surveys, as well as our annual audit of do-
mestic antisemitic incidents, provide ample evidence that 
antisemitic attitudes and incidents are on the rise in the U.S. and 
have not diminished globally. 

Moreover, our research shows that antisemitism is increasingly 
a trans-national issue. Hate and prejudice knows no boundaries in 
our globalized world that connects people through travel, tech-
nology, and social media. 

ADL’s global 100 index of antisemitism, first fielded in 2014, 
found that 1 billion adults across 102 countries harbor significant 
antisemitic incidents. Sentiments, excuse me. A follow-up survey 
this year found that approximately 1 in 4 adults in European—in 
10 European countries with some of the largest populations—Jew-
ish populations subscribe to dangerous antisemitic tropes, hateful 
charges such as Jews controlling the government or being more 
loyal to Israel than to their own countries. 

Too much power in business, too much control over the govern-
ment, responsibility for world wars, these ideas do not live in a vac-
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uum. They affect real people. From Johannesburg to Paris to 
Santiago, time and time again I have heard from members of the 
Jewish community who have lived under a constant deluge of anti- 
Zionism and antisemitism. 

This hate knows no borders. Anti-Semitic conspiracy theories and 
harassment continue to spread online. ADL surveys consistently 
show how Jews are targeted online because of their identity. In 
2022, ADL’s online hate and harassment survey found that 37 per-
cent of Jewish respondents were harassed online because of their 
religion. 

As an Iranian American who fled my country of birth because of 
antisemitic persecution, I know personally the consequences of in-
action. The tyrannical Iranian regime did not just demonize Jews, 
it took away our homes and livelihood, and continues to threaten 
Israel, deny the Holocaust, and oppress women and religious mi-
norities to this day. 

And while ADL has worked to be a leading voice fighting hate, 
we cannot do this work alone. The United States and the inter-
national community must adopt a whole-of-government and whole- 
of society approach to address a global threat of this magnitude. 

We enthusiastically welcome the release of the historic U.S. Na-
tional Strategy to Counter Anti-Semitism and its embrace of the 
IHRA definition. We hope it will serve as a model for future efforts 
globally and for the international community to replicate it. 

Global leaders must recognize the gravity of the threat of grow-
ing antisemitism. Many countries and entities, including the EU, 
OAS, and OSCE, have taken concrete steps in the fight against 
antisemitism, including strategies and appointing envoys. 

We welcome the U.N.’s stated commitment to work on this issue, 
but the U.N. cannot deny its own history in fermenting anti-
semitism and anti-Zionism. Leaders must denounce all manifesta-
tions of antisemitism, including anti-Zionism, and plans are only as 
strong as its implementation. 

So global challenges require global solutions. We urge Congress 
and the members of this committee to take concrete steps to fight 
global antisemitism in the world and online, including ensuring 
that the Administration has all the resources it needs to implement 
the National Strategy to Counter Anti-Semitism, funding and 
growing the Office of the Special Envoy to monitor and combat 
antisemitism, supporting tech policy reform that addresses anti-
semitism online, and we all know education is key. 

So passing the Holocaust Education Anti-Semitism Lessons Act, 
the HEAL Act, and pushing for greater global education on the 
Holocaust and antisemitism. And, finally, urging your partners in 
the international community to do the same. 

So thank you for your time, and I look forward to your questions. 
[The prepared statement of Dr. Nazarian follows:] 
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you so very much. 
Mr. Rosenberg. 
Mr. ROSENBERG. Chairman Smith, Ranking Member Wild, mem-

bers of the committee, I am very happy to be here. My voice, an-
other story. I will do my best and I thank you for bearing with me. 

Thank you for inviting me today to testify on the subject of anti-
semitism I covered for over a decade as journalist. For the record, 
I am against it. That line might sound like a joke, but it wasn’t 
always the obvious position in this body. In 1934, Pennsylvania 
Representative Louis McFadden stood on the House floor and be-
moaned alleged Jewish control of the American economy. ‘‘Is it not 
true,’’ he declared, ‘‘that in the United States today the Gentiles 
have the slips of paper, while the Jews have the gold?’’ We have 
come a long way since then. In the past, it was not uncommon for 
Jews to be called before parliaments and political leaders. How-
ever, the intent was not to protect them, but to persecute them. 

There are people, as you have heard on this panel, who come 
from countries like the former Soviet Union, Iran, that repressed 
their Jews in living memory. So I think I speak for everyone at this 
table when I say I am grateful to be here. I am grateful to you for 
being here. And I am grateful to live in an exceptional country 
where a conversation like this is not just possible, but desired. 

That said, I think there is a general sense backed up by data and 
events that you have heard that in the last decade antisemitism 
has gradually worsened rather than abated in America and around 
the world which raises the question, if more people than ever are 
aware of the perils of anti-Jewish bigotry, why does it persist? 

Well, I want to argue that a major reason for this is that the sto-
ries that we tell about antisemitism and where it comes from are 
too narrow and convenient. For some people, talking about anti- 
Jewish prejudice understandably means talking about neo-Nazis, 
white supremacists, and the far right. For others, as reflected in 
the framing of this hearing, it means talking about anti-Israel sen-
timent that too often lapses into antisemitism. 

I reported on both of these stories at length. These narratives 
dominate the discourse because they contain real truth, but also 
because they are easy for partisans to tell about their ideological 
opponents. But they aren’t the whole story and I would like to tell 
you a different one right now because until we challenge the com-
fortable conversation about antisemitism, I think we are unlikely 
to impact the problem. 

That story goes like this. For almost as long as there have been 
Jewish people, there has been anti-Jewish prejudice. This bigotry 
predates the United States of America and the modern state of 
Israel. It is older than capitalism and communism, Republicans 
and Democrats, progressives, and conservatives. And it precedes 
Christianity and Islam. Because of this while antisemitism is ex-
pressed by all of these communities, it can’t be caused by them. 
The source has to be something more fundamental. What would 
that be? 

Well, consider recent antisemitic incidents that on the surface 
seem to have little in common with each other. In 2018, as we have 
heard, a white supremacist massacred 11 congregants at Pitts-
burgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue. In 2019, assailants tied to the 
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Black Hebrew Israelite movement shot up a Kosher supermarket 
in Jersey City, killing three. And in 2022, an Islamic extremist 
held an entire congregation hostage in Colleyville, Texas for much 
of the Jewish Sabbath. 

To take another odd example, both the Supreme Leader of Iran’s 
Islamic theocracy and Robert Bowers, the Pittsburgh shooter who 
hated Muslims posted memes on social media alleging Zionist con-
trol of American politics. During the 2016 Presidential race, which 
I covered, supporters at campaign events for both Donald Trump 
and Bernie Sanders were captured on camera claiming that Zion-
ists run America’s finances. I have links to those incidents in my 
written testimony and it is instructive viewing. 

What unites all of these seemingly disparate antisemitic actors? 
It is not their identity or background, but rather their adherence 
to a conspiracy of Jewish control. The Pittsburgh white suprema-
cist believed that Jews were responsible for flooding the country 
with the brown people that he hated as part of the so-called ‘‘Great 
Replacement of the white race.’’ 

One of the Black Hebrew Israelites sympathizers in Jersey City 
wrote on social media about how Jews control the Government and 
the British Islamic extremist who targeted the Texas synagogue 
did so, bizarrely, because he thought American rabbis held sway 
over the U.S. authorities and could free someone from prison. 

This is not, as you might have noticed, how we usually think 
about antisemitism. Most people parse it understandably as a per-
sonal prejudice like many others in which a bigot simply despises 
a group because they are different, too Black, too Brown, too Mus-
lim, too Jewish. Anti-Semitism is a personal prejudice, but it is also 
something else. It is a conspiracy theory about how the world 
works that blames sinister string-pulling Jews for social and polit-
ical problems and this is the kind of antisemitism that as we have 
seen is more likely to get people killed, because many well-meaning 
individuals don’t understand how it works though and to miss 
much of it. 

That is a problem because while the antisemitic conspiracy the-
ory is pre-political, it is regularly expressed politically in ways de-
signed to evade our defenses. Today, fewer people would fall for 
Congressman McFadden’s bald claim that ‘‘the Jews control our 
politics and economy.’’ But substitute George Soros or the Roth-
schilds or the Zionists or Israel and suddenly the antisemitic argu-
ment regains its appeals and respectable people and institutions, 
as we have heard, start nodding their heads and suggesting maybe 
we should debate the subject. Because people have been—long been 
conditioned to conceive of Jews in an underhanded fashion, it 
doesn’t take much to update the ancient conspiracy theory to per-
suade contemporary audiences. And thanks to centuries of material 
blaming the world’s problems on its Jews, conspiracy theorists 
seeking to scapegoat someone for their sorrows inevitably discover 
that the invisible hand of their oppressor belongs to an invisible 
Jew. 

Now to be clear, actors like Soros or state of Israel possess real 
power and influence and certainly warrant critique for how they 
exercise it. I have written both of those critiques. The problem is 
rather that such criticism is too often replaced with conspiracy in 
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which the Jewish target is transformed into an avatar of absolute 
evil who stands behind the world’s ills. This way of thinking 
threatens democracy because as long as prejudiced people pin their 
societies’ problems on Jewish culprits they will be unable to orga-
nize collectively to rationally solve them. The conspiracy theory 
threatens both Israelis and Palestinians because when the con-
versation over their conflict is captured by antisemites, legitimate 
criticism cannot be heard and both parties inevitably lose. And of 
course, it threatens Jewish people everywhere which should be 
enough reason for us all to oppose it. 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to answering any 
questions you might have. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Rosenberg follows:] 
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Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much as well, Mr. Rosenberg, for 
your reporting, your writing, and for being here today. 

I have a number of questions but I’ll just do a few and then yield 
to my colleagues and, hopefully, we will have time not be inter-
rupted by votes for a second round. 

You know, you get insights, you know, on trips to Israel. I will 
never forget, I made one trip, always bringing up antisemitism, but 
I met with a group of Palestinian students. It was at the Catholic 
University of America in Bethlehem and three fourths of all the 
students happened to be Muslims. And it was about a two hour 
town meeting. It was all their top leadership student-wise, you 
know student council presidents and everybody. And we got very 
quickly to 9/11. 

Now in my district we lost a number of people to 9/11, you know, 
they were in the Twin Towers, obviously, and these students all as-
serted with absolute certainty that no Jews died in 9/11 and that 
the Jews were responsible for it. Well, I know and I told them this 
and I argued with them very, very aggressively that I knew many 
of the families who died. I worked on a lot of things relevant to 
compensation and everything else with the Special Master and all 
that and there were so many of the families and so many of them 
were Jewish, Jewish widows, Jewish families, and they all know 
who did it and were killed in the process. I mean, at least our Gov-
ernment did a very good job with the 9/11 Commission, so effec-
tively run by Tom Kaine and Lee Hamilton. You know, ferreted out 
the information in a very, very comprehensive way. 

And they persisted and it just underscored to me, and I am sure 
maybe to you, that hate speech and antisemitism always employs 
lies and hyperbole and scapegoats and just causes—smears people, 
as you are being smeared, Mr. Neuer, in order to get their way. 
They don’t care about the truth. 

So I walk away with that as another one of those instances and 
then when you go through and, again, all your statements were 
outstanding, and as I delve into what was actually written and 
what you ladies and gentlemen wrote, the quotations from the 
leaders of the Palestinian Authority and the like are just—I mean, 
one from Palestinian Media Watch, Mr. Marcus, where you say the 
PA director of preacher training taught on PA TV, ‘‘Allah willing, 
the end of the Jews in America that support the Jews will be in 
Palestine.’’ 

They are talking about total annihilation, total destruction, and 
also so many of the quotes that all of you have mentioned that are 
just—let me just say to Mr. Schiffmiller, and maybe you want to 
comment on it further, I have been disgusted with Amnesty Inter-
national Human Rights Watch. It used to be that Amnesty Inter-
national were about political prisoners and they had a very stellar 
reputation for taking the sides in an objective way, naming the 
country, for political prisoners. They have reneged on all of that. 

I was here when they had the apartheid fights, again, in South 
Africa, and I supported those sanctions. Apartheid is an abomina-
tion and thankfully it is in trash heap of history. But to sit there 
and take that type of language and smear Israel with it is appall-
ing. And Human Rights Watch is doing the exact same thing and 
I just find it appalling. 
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I have had them, representatives of those groups, come and tes-
tify on other issues, but, you know, it just occurred to me, I am 
going to boycott them. Any hearing I have in human rights, Am-
nesty is not invited, nor is Human Rights Watch, because of their 
smear, their horrible smear. And you might want to speak a little 
bit further to that if you would like to. 

I ask all of you, how is the Taylor Force Act being implemented? 
Are you satisfied with what the U.S. Government is doing? 

Mr. Neuer, you mentioned about the good work that was done 
with the 27 nations that have objected, but generally speaking, 
how up the chain of command has it gotten to, does it get to? Presi-
dent Biden’s desk, so that he talks the war evaders? Certainly to 
our Secretary of State, because I believe many countries take their 
cue on how high up that chain the protests go. And it is not where 
we ought to be and we will be as a—and we know our ambassador- 
at-large is doing a very good job and she has direct access, I wrote 
the law, to the Secretary of State. 

But my hope is that there will be—especially as a result of your 
amazing testimonies, and this great group of people who all work 
every day on combating antisemitism, we are at a pivot point. It 
is getting worse. And maybe if you could speak to that as well. And 
I have so many other questions, but I don’t want to take away from 
my other colleagues. 

But I just hope—you know, we do far more than we have done, 
maybe some resolutions would be—we have done them in the past 
and we will do them again. 

Brad, you have done resolutions. We have all done them. And I 
think we need to circle and think with an action plan on for things 
we ought to be doing. 

So Mr. Schiffmiller. 
Mr. SCHIFFMILLER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. To your question 

about amnesty or to your point about Amnesty, I mention in my 
written testimony that the Mayor of Frankfurt has accused Am-
nesty of promoting ethnic cleansing for a lot of the rhetoric that it 
has been promoting. And, particularly, you mentioned the apart-
heid claims that are made by Amnesty. One of the things that set 
Amnesty apart from a lot of the other organizations that are push-
ing this sort of rhetoric is they have made a concerted effort to try 
to detach Jewish history from the land of Israel because that is not 
politically convenient for them. And so they have made a concerted 
effort to try to say Jewish presences in the old city of Jerusalem, 
Jewish historical sites in other parts of the country are places that 
should not be visited, should not be accessible to people and they 
have really made a major assault on Jewish cultural rights and 
Christian cultural rights in order to achieve a specific political out-
come. 

Mr. MARCUS. Thank you. I would like to talk about Taylor Force 
Act and it is very significant. It has always been discussed here in 
Congress. The Palestinian Authority was already condemning it 
and when it passed, the Palestinian Authority has probably said 
hundreds of times that they will never, ever stop paying a salary 
to terrorists. And this is significant, and this was mentioned, the 
Palestinian Authority claims that they have an international right 
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to what they call resistance and they claim that that resistance in-
cludes the right to kill any Israeli. 

And I am going to tell you where the blame for that is. I actually 
put this as an appendix in my written document, but I want to just 
specify it here. There are two U.N. Resolutions, 3236 and 3246, 
from 1974 and 1975, and these resolutions say that the Palestin-
ians have a right to use all means to get their rights. 

Now, in one of them, in U.N. 3246, it also talks about liberation 
from colonial and foreign domination and the ability to use all 
means, including armed struggle. And they also talk about specifi-
cally Palestine there. 

So what is going on here? The U.N. with this decision completely 
adopted the Palestinian Authority narrative that Israel is a colo-
nial country with no right to exist and, therefore, Palestinians have 
the right to use armed conflict against Israel. They, therefore, say 
that they have a right to kill Israelis. They say Taylor Force Act 
is wrong because their prisoners are prisoners of war with U.N.- 
guaranteed rights to kill Israelis. 

One of the things that—one of the recommendations that I put 
in the written testimony is that the United States should initiate 
the same way with Zionism is racism which was passed at that 
same time, was canceled. These two resolutions, 3236 and 3246, 
should—must be canceled because they tell the Palestinians that 
they have an international right to use all means and they trans-
late this into murdering civilians. 

We are actually preparing a full report on the endless number 
of times they have cited these resolutions to justify killing and to 
condemn Taylor Force. That is the first thing in terms of an action 
that I think the United States can do is to move ahead on that. 

The second things is the Palestinian Authority, the Taylor Force 
Act says the United States—the Palestinian Authority can’t get 
any American money and the Palestinians claims ignored it. And 
they have managed to finance. When I say managed, for over two 
years now, they have only been paying 70 percent or 80 percent of 
the salaries of their civil servants and they are not quite managing, 
but they don’t care if people suffer. They continue to pay salaries 
to terrorists. 

What I think could be done and I also list this as one of the rec-
ommendations, if the punishment for the Taylor Force Act, for a 
violation of Taylor Force would have personal impact on individ-
uals. And I am talking about designating the people in the Pales-
tinian Authority who are involved in the pay of the salaries to ter-
rorists and awarding to the families of the martyrs to designate 
them to be aliens that are ineligible to travel to the United States. 
I think the designating of individuals who are involved in this will 
take it from a general, okay, we’re losing some money, will have 
a personal impact and weaken the list of every single Palestinian 
leader and the administrator who is involved in paying—— 

[Crosstalk.] 
Mr. SMITH. Because the Magnitsky Act would be a tool that we 

could use to—— 
Mr. MARCUS. We will prepare that document for you. Okay. 

Thank you. 
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Mr. KONTOROVICH. Chairman, first of all, I want to relate to 
what you said about Amnesty and Human Rights Watch and their 
apartheid blood libel and very strongly applaud the stance you 
have taken about engaging with them because it is exactly when 
otherwise mainstream institutions start to spread, when otherwise 
polite institutions start to spread these kinds of lies, that is what 
gives them respectability. 

And, indeed, apartheid is part of a broader effort to use inter-
national law language and international law concepts in a sui ge-
neris way and create unique applications of international law, 
sometimes even unique international rules that apply just to say 
Israel apartheid is an extreme example, but its name is an Afri-
kaner word that was meant specifically to describe South Africa. 
They could have just said racism, bad discrimination, but they 
wanted to go all the way with apartheid because this is funda-
mental in delegitimization of Israel. 

For example, in international law, a country’s borders, there is 
a universal rule of international law that says when you have a 
new country, its borders are the borders of the last top level admin-
istrative unit in the territory. This sets the borders around the 
world. It sets the borders in the Middle East, except for Israel. 

In international law, there is a rule that says and I am quoting 
International Committee of the Red Cross, ‘‘occupation ceases when 
the occupying forces are driven out or evacuate the territory.’’ They 
dropped a footnote, ‘‘except for Israel-Gaza.’’ 

In international law, a country’s capital is where a country 
chooses to place it except for Israel. Indeed, classic antisemitism 
sought to restrict where Jews can live leading to the invention of 
the ghetto. That was invented for Jews. 

Today, international law is distorted to plan the entire areas of 
Holy Land off limits to Jews and as my research shows, Israel is 
the only country that has been accused of war crimes for letting 
their people live in certain places, despite many territorial disputes 
around the world and addressing this legal ghetto in international 
law is a fundamental step we need to take. 

As for Taylor Force, I want to point out two points. First of all, 
Taylor Force requires that the Government publicize the Pales-
tinian Authority’s pay for slay efforts, that it make known in the 
United States to people what the Palestinian Authority is doing. 
That has not been aggressively implemented. 

And secondly, there is a way in which money is getting from the 
United States to the Palestinian Authority and directly and is very 
disturbing the World Bank. The World Bank obviously in the 
United States is a significant supporter, picks the president. The 
World Bank not only funds the Palestinian Government gener-
ously, it specifically whitewashes its pay for slay program. It is 
supposed to make reports on every country what their finances are 
like. 

Are they engaged in fiscally-prudent policies? And they have a 
normal report about the Palestinian Authority. It reads like any 
other report that they would write. They write about their pension 
system. They write about government corruption, mismanagement, 
except seven percent of the budget is just missing. So to ignore that 
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and white wash that in their reports is something shocking and it 
is not because they don’t know about it. 

Mr. NEUER. Mr. Chairman, thank you again for your commit-
ment to intervene in the matter that we raised of the Human 
Rights Council harassment and censorship of our organization for 
speaking out against antisemitism and anti-Israeli prejudice. 

I will note that the same individual involved here, Mr. Eric 
Tistounet, the Chief of the Human Rights Council Secretariat, has 
also been accused of handing over the names of Chinese dissidents 
to Beijing in advance of their speaking at the Council so that these 
exiled dissidents could have their families—so that China could 
pressure their families back home to prevent them from speaking. 
This was documented in a BBC documentary called The Whistle-
blowers and Emma Reilly has testified about this. 

Mr. Chair, you asked about how high up the chain it goes in 
terms of the United States Government speaking out on these 
issues, whether it reaches the table of the President and of course, 
the higher it goes, the more it will make an impression either on 
the United Nations or on other states. I don’t know the answer to 
that question. 

I don’t know how high it goes, but I absolutely agree that the 
United States must show that these issues are a priority and that 
means it would have to come from the highest level, whether it is 
the Secretary of State or whether it is the President. In that re-
gard, I will note something that is mentioned in my written testi-
mony. The United States last year decided to give $344 million to 
UNRWA. Now that organization could have a humanitarian role to 
play, but in our report in March, together with a group IMPACT 
SC, we identified 133 UNRWA teachers and staff who were found 
to promote and violence, antisemitic hate and violence, on social 
media. An additional 82 teachers affiliated with 30 UNRWA 
schools were involved in distributing hateful content, antisemitic 
content to students. 

An example is a teacher in Lebanon for UNRWA, Elham 
Mansour, who wrote on Facebook, ‘‘By Allah, anyone who can kill 
and slaughter any Zionist and Israeli criminal and doesn’t do so, 
doesn’t deserve to live. Kill them and pursue them everywhere. 
They are the greatest enemy. All Israel deserves is death.’’ This is 
a teacher of Palestinian children. We are paying for it. I am a Ca-
nadian citizen. I live in Switzerland. All of our Western countries 
are paying for it. The United States is giving $344 million. 

Now, the U.S. made certain demands, but are they made at the 
highest levels? Are they made at serious levels? I am not sure be-
cause when we report these things, the immediate reaction of 
UNRWA is not to call us and say, who are these teachers, can you 
help us root out the hate? But it is to smear us. Again, the same 
approach. And so I do hope that the United States will speak out 
on these issues at the highest level. 

Finally, I just want to pick up on something that you, Mr. Chair-
man, indicated about how the group’s Amnesty and Human Rights 
Watch have betrayed their founding mission and have resorted to 
the worst kinds of anti-Zionism, accusing Israel of being an apart-
heid state. You know, one of the individuals I mentioned, 
Francesca Albanese, the Special Rapporteur at the U.N. on Pal-
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estine, she was condemned by the Special Envoy, the United States 
Special Envoy on Anti-Semitism, Deborah Lipstadt and by the U.S. 
Ambassador of the Human Rights Council for her comments such 
as America is subjugated by the Jewish lobby and other rabid 
forms of anti-Israel hate and supporting terrorism. 

You know, not long ago, about a year or two ago, she gave an 
interview in Italian and she said, she looked up to the heavens and 
she said in Italian, there are two groups that have issued reports 
on apartheid and picking up on what Eugene just mentioned, how 
these groups legitimize hate. And she said we need to thank these 
two groups, Amnesty and Human Rights Watch because they liber-
ated the word, they liberated the word. And she is right. Because 
these established groups made these reports, someone like 
Francesca Albanese who praises the antisemite Roger Waters who 
praises Hamas and empowers them, she is empowered by these 
groups. So I think it is important to note this. Thank you. 

Mr. SMITH. For the record and I appreciate you bringing up 
UNRWA, we are planning a hearing on UNRWA. I have had one, 
too, before and we actually went through the textbooks during the 
course of that hearing and the antisemitic hatred was replete. They 
claimed they cleaned it all up. I don’t believe that for a moment, 
so we will be doing that hearing. 

And the second thing is, especially as the major donor for 
UNRWA, second is that we are going to be looking at UNESCO as 
well which the Biden administration says he wants to rejoin and 
they are claiming all kinds of arrearages that they claim we owe. 
And we left there because of the antisemitic work that they were 
doing, but also they recognized Palestine as a member state which 
they had no right to do. 

I would like to now yield to Ms. Wild. 
Ms. WILD. I am going to pass to Mr. Phillips in the interest of 

his schedule. I am going to be here for the duration, so go ahead, 
Mr. Phillips. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you, Ranking Member Wild and Mr. Chair-
man, to our witnesses, greetings, and to all of you here and watch-
ing and care about this terrible disease. It is an ancient disease. 
It is not unique to any time or place. It predates the United Na-
tions. It predates any NGO about which we are speaking. And it 
certainly predates the Israeli-Palestine issue. 

I am an American because of antisemitism. My great-great- 
grandparents fled Russia because of Tsar Nicholas II and that was 
130 years ago and five generations later, I am now a member of 
the United States Congress and I have to bear witness along with 
some of my colleagues here today of January 6th, the insurrection 
in the Capitol which was terrible. What was equally terrible was 
to see a man in the hallway that day wearing a shirt, here at the 
behest of the former President Donald Trump, that said Six Million 
Wasn’t Enough. Six Million Wasn’t Enough. I had to bear witness 
to that in 2021 in this country. 

And my point is that this is not unique to the organizations 
about which we are speaking. It is not unique to any part of the 
world. It is just as big of a problem in the United States of America 
as it is anywhere else. So I want to start with that. 
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Dr. Nazarian, can you talk about the links between nationalism 
and white nationalism in the United States and antisemitic move-
ments around the world? 

Dr. NAZARIAN. Thank you, Mr. Phillips. I think your comments 
are exactly right and we are all disheartened to watch that display 
on January 6th in our nation’s Capitol. 

As I mentioned before, as an Iranian-American who left Iran be-
cause of religious Jewish persecution, coming here and seeing our 
democracy under attack on that day was really something I think 
my father never thought that bringing us to this country we would 
face such a scene. 

The connection between white supremacy and antisemitism and 
its global connotation is powerful. We have seen at ADL through 
our research that the ideology between white supremacy which is 
the idea of white replacement, white genocide, the Great Replace-
ment theory, has now been interconnected and spread globally in 
France, in Germany, whether it is QAnon or other manifestations 
of this ideology which has antisemitism at its rooms, but also racial 
hatred of all forms. And what connects all of this is the mechanism 
used to divide society. So it is targeting Jews. It is targeting other 
groups. It is using the idea of others coming in, replacing us, and 
that you see in Hungary. You see in Poland. And so the manifesta-
tion of this transnational ideology is a real threat. 

As we think about—we testified before a congressional committee 
in 2018. I did personally, looking at the transnational nature of 
white supremacy, and so we have to understand what is happening 
in our country, first and foremost. We have to—our law enforce-
ment at ADL, number one, provider of training for law enforcement 
on these very issues. Our Center on Extremism tracks white su-
premacist groups and their ideology, their manifestos that they put 
out. And then we track and we see the same wording, the same 
language, you know, tracks between U.S., in Europe, in Australia, 
in New Zealand with Christchurch, so this transnational nature of 
white supremacy is a threat that we all have to be very concerned 
about and paying attention to. So I thank you for raising that. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. And in your estimation, is there anything that 
those of us who are trying to combat antisemitism might be doing 
that actually might be promoting more of it? 

Dr. NAZARIAN. So look, I think the national plan that was just 
unveiled by the Biden administration is a true road map for what 
we need to be doing as a whole of society. Without it, and we 
looked at the European countries. Each one by one came up with 
their own national strategy. The European Union came up with it 
and we looked and learned from them and incorporated some of 
their learning. 

It has to be a whole of society and a whole of government ap-
proach and that is why we are so thrilled about this plan because 
it is over two dozen agencies that are involved, all sectors of U.S. 
society from the corporate sector to every agency to civil society. 
We all have to be responsible. So I think what is happening in the 
world is divisiveness and political leaders using this ideology in 
order to get what they need. But have to fight against that. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Thank you. Well, my time is running out. I just 
want to end with a few points that we need to fight antisemitism, 
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not just around the world, but in this country as well. I as a Jewish 
American, member of the United States Congress, I need space and 
place to criticize any country, at any time, for any reason if I see 
it just and I think we have to maintain space and place to criticize 
Israel sometimes, too. Sometimes it is antisemitic. I think we can 
all agree. We cannot limit that space though to a point where it 
becomes anti-democratic. 

And then lastly, there is messaging about maybe leaving the 
U.N., defunding, parting from it, and I would just make the case 
that that is analogous to leaving the U.S. Congress because you 
don’t like what is going on it. My God, we would all be gone here 
very quickly. It is better to be at the table, in the room, in the 
arena. I just want to part with that and say thank you to those 
trying to fight this terrible disease. We must do it together. And 
we must recognize that it is in the heart of our own country right 
now as well. Thank you. 

Mr. SMITH. Ms. Wild. 
Ms. WILD. Thank you very much and I associate myself with the 

remarks of my colleague, Mr. Phillips. 
This is going to be kind of a general question for all of you and 

then I am going to pass to my colleagues, but I have many more 
questions, depending on how long we go. 

I am a big believer that the hallmark of a democracy is that citi-
zens should be free to criticize their own government without seri-
ous repercussion and I am someone who has actually done so with 
administrations of both parties here in the United States. And I 
also believe that this liberty should extend to our democratic allies. 
They should be able to comment on and criticize our Government, 
constructively, as we should be able to with them. Our European 
allies come to mind. There is frequent interchange of—with coun-
tries that we clearly enjoy an allied relationship, very supportive 
relationship, but we don’t always see eye to eye. 

Often though when we express concern about the actions of the 
Israeli Government, we are labeled and especially and ironically by 
some of our colleagues across the aisle, our Republican members, 
and others in the fervent pro-Israel community sometimes, as 
antisemites. I find this label, especially when it is thrown about by 
members of Congress who have very little understanding of Juda-
ism or Israel, including some who are QAnon followers, to be a very 
offensive statement as you can imagine. 

So to all of you in the interest of time, I am going to ask you 
perhaps to be satisfied if one of your colleagues says something 
that is similar to what you would say to defer, but to all of you, 
I want to know what you believe is the point where healthy criti-
cism of Israel and I am talking about Israel, not Jews, becomes 
antisemitism, especially specifically when spoken by an elected rep-
resentative in the United States Government? 

Who wants to go first? 
Mr. ROSENBERG. I will take about 30 seconds. 
Ms. WILD. Sure. 
Mr. ROSENBERG. I am sure we can do it. So I am not going to 

be able to solve it in 30 seconds. The unsatisfactory answer is that 
as a reporter I found that when you are trying to figure out is 
something antisemitic or not, you have to look at the context, you 
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have to look at the person and their history, and you have to make 
considered judgments. 

I think some of the conversation we heard here about specific 
definitions of antisemitism is the sort of thing that intellectuals 
love to do which is if you just get the language exactly right and 
have the right words on the page, that somehow that obviates the 
need for judgment, but that is not actually true. 

In the specific case, I think I spoke a little bit, too, how I—you 
know, adjudicated many cases that come across my desk when I 
get asked these questions, as a reporter or my editor asks me to 
write about it, which is we have a long history of antisemitic ideas 
and tropes. We have this idea of a Jewish conspiracy that controls 
the world and is responsible for all sorts of social and political ills. 
If someone is simply doing a find and replace, inserting Israel 
where the Jews used to be, so now it is Israel controls the Govern-
ment. Israel controls the media. 

As Pakistan’s Foreign Minister ironically said on CNN in 2021, 
and Israel did not turn off CNN, it was unclear why, but these 
things happen, people believe them. If someone is doing that, I 
don’t think it takes a great genius to figure out, right? And you 
don’t need to be fooled. There is someone trying to update some-
thing that is an ancient way of talking about Jews. 

Anti-Semitism likes to dress itself up, respectively. The word 
antisemitism that is where it comes from. Jews didn’t make up this 
word. A non-Jew named Wilhelm Marr, a German nationalist, pop-
ularized the term because he founded a group called the League of 
Antisemites, which sounds like he handed over the Marvel Uni-
verse to Mel Gibson. But it was a real thing. 

Ms. WILD. I’d be interested in hearing from Mr. Kontorovich or 
Mr. Neuer on this. 

Mr. KONTOROVICH. Thank you. So, I think there’s a couple of 
things to look at. One, and I agree, I would associate myself with 
Mr. Rosenberg’s comment, that context matter. And, particularly, 
quantity and volume matters. Right? So, the Representatives in the 
U.S. Congress have the whole world to work with. 

And one of the striking things for example about the United Na-
tions, where Israel, well, between 1967 and 2016, whenever they 
last counted, was accused of violating the Geneva Conventions 500 
times, compared to all the other countries in the world two times. 
It’s the volume. 

And, you know, what’s an appropriate volume? You can get, you 
can understand that by the context of how other countries are 
talked about. 

And, secondly and related, so, intensity and frequency. Second 
related to this is double standards. And that’s why IHRA is so cru-
cial in identifying double standards. 

We normally consider using double standards to be a form of dis-
crimination. If there is some ethnic group that is having a law or 
a rule applied to it and it’s not being applied to another ethnic 
group, we say, that’s a problem. 

We say that’s discriminatory. All the more so if the rule doesn’t 
even exist. If it’s only being—if it’s sort of invented in the context 
of Israel as many of these international rules are. 
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So, that is why the use of double standards. And the very quick 
check, are the things you’re saying or doing about Israel, does it 
apply with how you deal with other situations in the world? 

I can—I cite in my testimony some examples of prominent critics 
of Israel, including some people in this House, who say look, we’re 
just against settlers, we’re just against occupation, who’ve actively 
fundraised for pro-settler or pro-occupation movements in other 
parts of the world. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, which I understand was another hearing Mr. 
Smith had yesterday, and others. So, you know, there’s occupied 
territories around the world, that gives you a very good check. 

So, consistency is a good way of doing it. And I’d add one more 
highlight. Certain things, you know, while volume and frequency is 
important, certain things are such blood rivals, are resonant of 
such a divisive misery trope. 

Apartheid, which is a word that’s also been used in this building, 
again, because it is so fundament—if you say Israel has discrimina-
tory policies, if you say Israel like America, you know, has prob-
lems with minority rights, like many western democracies struggle 
with, that’s one thing. 

But, when you go to apartheid, because what’s the remedy to 
apartheid? Ending the regime. So, that’s essentially a call to end 
the state of Israel as we know it. 

Ms. WILD. Thank you. That was very helpful. I’m going to ask— 
I’m going to pass at this point. Mr. Smith, do you want to call your 
next witness? 

Mr. SMITH. Yes. 
Ms. WILD. I’m sorry, your next questioner. 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. McCormick, do you have any questions? 
Mr. MCCORMICK. Thank you, Mr. Chair. First of all, thank you 

all for being here today. This is quite an honor. 
It’s interesting that some people would think that some of this 

stuff is contrived when it talks about the discrimination. But, I’ve 
literally had people call me up, very educated people, and talk to 
me about this idea that somehow or another, the Jews are respon-
sible for the Corona virus. 

I’m not joking. I’m talking about highly educated people talking 
a whole conspiracy theory. And the way they come up with this 
and the things they read are just, it baffles me. 

But, to add onto that, there is not just a conspiracy, but an open 
ended, easy to observe relationship between China and the U.N. 
right now. And seeing what the U.N. does right now, how many 
times, I’ll ask the Director, Mr. Director, how many times has the 
U.N. General Assembly passed resolutions condemning Israel? Ap-
proximately? 

Mr. NEUER. In the year 2022 there were 15 resolutions on Israel. 
And there was one on Iran, one on Syria, one on North Korea, and 
15 on Israel. 

There have been hundreds over the years. 
Mr. MCCORMICK. Hundreds? 
Mr. NEUER. Yeah. 
Mr. MCCORMICK. Hundreds, yeah. And every year probably at 

least double digits, right? 
Mr. NEUER. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. MCCORMICK. Okay. And how many against the Palestinian 
Authority? 

Mr. NEUER. The Palestinian Authority is never condemned by 
the United Nations. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Never? 
Mr. NEUER. No. 
Mr. MCCORMICK. This is the United Nations. I believe that they 

have some sort of headquarters in this area, or at least in this 
country, which is—drives me crazy. But, to watch the United Na-
tions now conspiring with China and Palestine. 

And watching this new idea that somehow or another they’re 
going to come up with a solution that hasn’t been thought about 
in this peace process that’s going to carve out something for Pal-
estine against everything that we’ve ever fought for in the last, 
since Israel has been established in the modern era. It baffles me. 

But, I just want to point out that we don’t have to look at con-
spiracy theories. We can literally see it right in front of our eyes. 

We can see the United Nations being antisemitic, and quite 
frankly, anti-American, because this is a relationship that we’ve 
had since the original founding of the new Israel, if you will. 

I think we can all agree that the United Nations has done noth-
ing, nothing to be evenhanded. And it has been nothing but heavy- 
handed against Israel. 

Could we agree on that? Anybody want to disagree with that? So, 
I will take that as an affirmative, I think. Silence is considered af-
firmative. 

So, where do we go from here? In my opinion, I would just like 
to state that the United Nations is becoming troublesome. And yet, 
we fund it in a very large way, the United States does, with no ac-
countability for what they do against Israel as a country, or against 
our interest as it relates to Israel. 

So, I’d just like to state for the record that I have a big problem 
with the United Nations and its funding. I’m just going to say it 
for the record, because of its antisemitic and anti-American behav-
ior. 

With that, if anybody wants to make a comment in that regard. 
And be bold. Make your statements. This is the place. You’re on 
TV. 

Make your statement, make your case to the American people 
and to everybody around the world why we see this discrimination 
and how it’s affecting the world order and inhibiting the peace 
process. 

I open it to the floor. 
Mr. NEUER. Well, thank you, Congressman. Certainly, we see 

grave distortions of the U.N.’s founding principles. Our organiza-
tion U.N. Watch supports the U.N. Charter, which speaks of free-
dom, international peace, and security. Was founded by the great 
liberal internationalism in the post-World War II era, led by the 
United States. 

But, sadly dictatorships in too many U.N. bodies, not all, but in 
too many U.N. bodies, they dominate. You mentioned China. China 
is a regular member of the Human Rights Council. 

The United States, to its credit, tried to introduce a resolution 
about one million Muslim Uyghurs who are put into camps. The 
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Human Rights Council shot it down. Would not even hold a debate 
on that subject. China holds sway. 

I mentioned moments ago to the Chairman that one of the lead-
ers of the Human Rights Council Secretariat hands names of dis-
sidents over to China, which allows them to pressure their family 
members back home so that they won’t testify. 

China played a very nefarious role at the World Health Organi-
zation where two of the Goodwill Ambassadors, one of them is the 
wife of the Chinese dictator, is a WHO Goodwill Ambassador. An-
other one is a Chinese broadcaster who used his role as a WHO 
Goodwill Ambassador to promote propaganda on behalf of the Chi-
nese regime during the period of the Corona virus. 

So, there is a concern that dictatorships like China, Iran in the 
past month had a trifecta of U.N. wins. I mentioned here that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran was appointed Chair of the Human Rights 
Council Social Forum. We’ve circulated a text, we would like a 
country to adopt it, to overturn that absurd decision. 

Iran was elected a Vice President of the U.N. General Assembly 
a few weeks ago. Was elected Rapporteur of the United Nations 
General Assembly Committee on Disarmament and International 
Security, which is absurd given that it is the perpetrator menace 
of the very problems that committee is meant to address. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. So, I know I am out of time. So, I’m going to 
have to cut you short. But, I do want it for the record, to support 
what you’re saying. 

And actually the absurdity continues if you look at the last ten 
people who have been put in charge of Human Rights in the United 
Nations is laughable. And so, I just want to say, I’m not really sure 
I’m in favor of the United Nations anymore because of that. 

They are corrupt and they are governed by dictators and 
theocracies and other unfair people who administer this quote/un-
quote justice. Thank you. 

Mr. MARCUS. Thank you. I want to add to what was said about 
the U.S., about the United Nations condemnation of Israel. 

Go on and take it to the next level. The United Nations con-
demnations of Israel, and I would say also, the European Union 
and many of the European countries constant condemnation of 
Israel isn’t just making Israel feel bad. 

For the Palestinian Authority it’s seen as a motivator that they 
don’t have to come to the peace talks. It’s a motivator that what 
they’re doing is right. 

It’s a motivator that they’re quote/unquote, resistance is accepted 
by the international community. It goes way beyond just giving 
Israel bad press. 

It actually becomes a motivator of the Palestinian Authority to 
become more intransigent. The Palestinian Authority hasn’t come 
to the negotiating table in so many years, in so many years because 
they feel that they can get by international pressure on Israel what 
they can’t get from negotiations. 

So, the United States, your opinions in the United Nations have 
to be careful, because they are absolutely creating a wall in the 
way of negotiations by their over-condemnation of Israel and over- 
accepting of the Palestinian side in many of the issues that are 
really supposed to be for negotiations. 
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Mr. SMITH. Excellent point. Ms. Manning. 
Ms. MANNING. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I’m going to ask, Mr. 

Rosenberg, I would like to start with you. You’ve written and spo-
ken about the fact that antisemitism is malleable. 

How it appeals to different types of extremists on both sides. And 
how viewing it with partisan blinders, only calling it out when it’s 
politically convenient, actually harms the fight against anti-
semitism. 

So, what can be done, in your opinion, to educate and help people 
better understand the unique shape-shifting nature of anti-
semitism, the danger of buying into conspiracy theories, and get 
them to join forces to help defeat it? 

Mr. ROSENBERG. I really appreciate the question. I do recognize 
that trying to sell a nonpartisan approach to any issue in the U.S. 
Congress is kind of like trying to sell a Red Sox hat at Yankee Sta-
dium. But, I’m going to do my best. 

As you’ve heard from my remarks, and I think you even heard 
up here from the Representatives, you heard Representative Smith 
talk about leading with people in the Middle East who believe that 
the Jews were behind 911. And then, you had Representative 
McCormick talk about people from his district saying the Jews are 
behind the Corona virus. 

I would wager to guess that the people you met with, Represent-
ative Smith, were not particularly sympathetic to Republican poli-
cies. And the people however writing to Representative McCormick 
were probably sympathetic and even thought he’d listen. 

Like were more sympathetic to Republican policies. But, rather 
united them with this conspiracy theory, this way of thinking about 
Jews and about the world. This seeking simple solutions and scape-
goats for our collective problems. 

And if we focus on these sort of more fundamental underlying 
issues rather than trying to pinpoint the exact identity of who said 
it, and whether or not they’re on my team, so should I apologize 
or look another way, maybe we just talk about in terms of prin-
cipals instead of partisanship, and ideas instead of individuals. 

And if we can orient ourselves to think that way, and certainly 
that’s how I try to write about it, I think that we can then start 
talking about this in a healthier way. 

And I think that a lot of that boils down to trying to like almost 
erase. When you see an antisemitic, a statement that’s allegedly 
antisemitic, or someone says about Jews, block out who said it. 
Don’t actually look at who they are or what their affiliations are 
and judge that in a vacuum. Teach people the history of anti-
semitism. Right? We had a big conversation here about Israel. The 
Israel conversation is like 12 steps up. Like Israel is a relatively 
recent invention and it’s a complicated story. 

There’s a lot of antisemitism that we can actually agree on that 
we’ve documented in history. You teach a lot of that to people, and 
you teach them those principals, people are smarter than you 
think, and they can apply those pretty well to the Israel conversa-
tion and figure out when someone is speaking to them in an 
antisemitic fashion or simply being very critical of Israel. 
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But I find we often skip steps and we jump to the most con-
troversial and political and partisan topics. And everyone goes into 
their corners. 

But if we start it, you know, at the ground level. If curriculums 
started with those sorts of things and only after once people have 
those tools, said, okay, now let’s talk about some of these com-
plicated statements about Israel. I think you’d be surprised at how 
many people could actually figure out this issue themselves. 

Ms. MANNING. Thank you for that. Dr. Nazarian, as you know, 
as you’ve discussed, we have witnessed an uptick in U.S.-based ex-
tremists reaching out to their counterparts abroad and vice versa. 

And countries around the world are struggling to counter misin-
formation online, especially on social media, which we know fuels 
extremism and antisemitism. So, what can we do to counter the 
rapid spread of online extremist propaganda and the growing 
spread of transnational violent extremism and white supremacy? 

And I want to add to that, is there also an obligation on all of 
us to educate consumers to be better at, people to be consumers of 
information? 

Dr. NAZARIAN. Thank you, Representative Manning for asking 
that very important question. Everything that happens in real life 
and we’ve been discussing are critically important. 

What happens online is a megaphone of everything that’s been 
discussed. Right? So, we have to acknowledge that that, the power 
of social media and the platforms are just amplifying everything 
that we’ve been discussing here. 

What can we do? ADL has been at the forefront of holding social 
media companies responsible for enacting their own terms of serv-
ice. 

Now, we know that we as trusted flaggers, when we flag 
antisemitic rhetoric, white supremacist narratives, all of that on-
line, they tend to react and say, okay, we’ll take that down for you. 

What they are not doing, is first of all, doing the same thing with 
individuals who are flagging. They are not enacting their own 
terms of service. And number two, they are not doing it proactively. 

They have the software. They have the mechanism to know what 
language and what narratives are being propagated online that 
should be taken down. 

So, having legislation, we are looking to all of you as our mem-
bers of Congress, that provides transparency and holds the plat-
forms responsible for instituting their own terms of service. 

And we at ADL have already started to push these plans in Cali-
fornia and in Nevada to really look at legislating and forcing social 
media companies to enforce their own terms of service and have 
transparency about the data and about what kind of stuff they’re 
taking down and what they’re not. 

Ms. MANNING. We look forward to getting that information from 
you. And, out of respect to my colleagues who have been waiting 
patiently, I am going to yield back. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes. Mr. Issa. 
Mr. ISSA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for holding this 

important hearing. And thank you for allowing me to participate. 
You know, there really are two discussions here. And I want to 

touch briefly on both of them. You know, on a personal note, I grew 
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up as an Arab American with a nice Arab name in an almost all 
Jewish neighborhood. 

Our Boy Scout troop was at the temple. And it was Orthodox, so 
Saturdays were different for me then they were for some other Boy 
Scouts. And I ended up working for a rabbi delivering poultry. I 
never understood that, in fact, antisemitism could be accused of 
being, oh, well, it’s the same. They do the same. 

But I came to Congress, and I began working with many of my 
namesakes throughout the region. Some progress has been made, 
and I give credit to it. But I began hearing the, oh, well, here’s 
what’s happening in Israel. Here’s what they do. I hadn’t seen it 
in society. So, I began looking. 

And I’ve been to Israel and to the West Bank and to Gaza more 
times than my first Chairman, I think. I think Henry Hyde was 
still asking if I had a girlfriend there. 

And, as I went there—no. I began to see—[Laughter.] 
Still looking. But I began to see something, which was amazing. 

Which is, we have two systems, not just on each side of Jerusalem, 
East and West Bank, so to speak, but we have two systems of gov-
ernment. 

One that is in Israel, where there is bias. There are mistakes. 
People do out of greed and other reasons, slight Palestinians and 
Arab-Israelis, and for that matter, each other. But a system of law 
allows, all the way to the Supreme Court, adjudication. And it 
often reverses the wrongs, just as in the United States it would. 

You go to the West Bank, you don’t find that. You go to Gaza, 
you don’t find that. And, quite frankly, you go to almost all of the 
Arab world, you don’t find that. 

I happen to be of Lebanese descent, so, I’m always proud that we 
almost have a democracy in Lebanon. And it almost works. But 
when you look at the entire Arab world, it’s almost always one 
man, one vote, one time. The majority rules and there is no debate 
after that as to fairness. Fairness is whatever the majority pro-
vides. 

That’s not true in Israel. Partially because you never really have 
a true majority. But, also because the system is built on a culture 
that I think we should all celebrate and respect. 

And to that extent I just came back from Paris. And it still slays 
me that founding members of the United Nations of Western Eu-
rope continue to part of antisemitism. The United States continues 
to not do enough. 

I chair the Judiciary’s Intellectual Property Committee, and your 
point is exactly right. The tools exist to find at least the repeat of-
fenders and bring them down. 

And I will say that that’s one of my goals, is not to make up new 
rules. Not to force some sort of European style hate speech, be-
cause that sometimes promotes antisemitism as much. But, be-
cause we in fact can find the habitual repeat offenders who rep-
resent most of the cumulative hate that then breeds on it. 

Mr. Marcus, you particularly look at the Palestinian area. And 
one thing I want to make sure we get out here today, and I know 
this is about antisemitism, not just about the Arab Israeli conflict, 
but the teachings that are still going on in Palestinian schools. 
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If you would comment on what we’re dealing with there. And, on 
whether you see any improvement in the kind of move, hopefully, 
away from blatant antisemitism in the countries that have signed 
the Abraham Accords. 

Where do you see that progress? Because I’d like to have at least 
one minute of hope that my next trip overseas will be to people 
who are trying to be part of the solution. 

Mr. MARCUS. Okay. Well, the good news is—thank you very 
much for the question. The good news is that the, many of the 
countries who have signed onto the Abraham Accords reports of it 
that on their schoolbooks and they’re significantly better. They’re 
significantly better. 

There’s a, I think also, and you can actually go over it, and I 
think it imposes measuring antisemitism and then other, I think 
the Gulf States come out much better than the Palestinian Author-
ity does. 

So, we have a fundamental problem with the Palestinian Author-
ity, which is different than the rest of the Arab world. And, for that 
reason, the schoolbooks are not better. 

The education of the children, there is an absolute message that 
Israel has no right to exist. Earlier today I quoted some quotes 
from a Fatah educational magazine called Waed, absolutely Israel 
has no right to exist. Israel eventually will not exist. 

What happened to the French and—— 
Mr. ISSA. This is the ruling party. 
Mr. MARCUS. Yes. This is the ruling one. What happened to the 

French in Algeria will happen to all the Jews, will eventually leave 
Palestine. 

This is—these are fundamentals of Palestinian Authority edu-
cation and not just the Hamas. This is the PA. And that’s where 
the massive work has to be done. 

It’s changing the messaging to the people, because the—as I also 
pointed out earlier, the people are accepting the messages. We see 
in polls that the people adopt the messages of the Palestinian Au-
thority. 

One poll earlier I mentioned, is that 87 percent of Palestinians 
who were polled felt that Israelis were hated and brought the ha-
tred on themselves. They were hated because of their own behav-
ior. 

Now, that is a fundamental Palestinian Authority message to its 
people. So, we see the input has terrible output. And this is why 
we’ve been for years screaming about the input. 

And, today, tragically we’re seeing the results of this, where the 
Palestinian populations today are more and more extreme. In the 
poll that I mentioned this morning, Hamas is ahead of Fatah. Both, 
if our elections were held today, Hamas would get, I think it was 
7 or 8 percentage points more than Fatah. 

Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas, would get more than 
Mahmoud Abbas. And, unfortunately, the only one who would do 
better is Marwan Barghouti, who is a Fatah man who is sitting in 
jail right now with five life sentences for murdering five people. 

So, a killer has become, has been put on the pedestal by the Pal-
estinian Authority. And the people have accepted it. And that’s 
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why over the years, like I’ve spoken in many places, and sometimes 
they say, oh, that’s just incitement. 

Oh, no, it’s not just incitement. You’re teaching a whole popu-
lation how to see Israel, how to see Jews. And today, we have the 
tragic results of a population that really does not believe in peace 
with Israel. 

Mr. ISSA. Thank you. Thank you for your testimony. And thank 
you for this hearing. 

Mr. SMITH. Ms. Jacobs. 
Ms. JACOBS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you all for 

being here. You know, I’m the youngest Jewish member of Con-
gress. And I care a lot about antisemitism and the future of Israel, 
my family who served in the IDF, who still live in Israel. 

And I’ve had many conversations with my colleagues here from 
all ranges of the political spectrum who are deeply concerned about 
what we’re seeing in Israel. Around policies that undermine Israel’s 
judicial system and create conditions that aren’t conducive to a two 
state solution. 

A lot of the rhetoric we’re hearing out of the current Israeli gov-
ernment that I would argue is as inflammatory as what you are cit-
ing coming from the PA about, you know, the Palestinian state not 
having a right to exist. 

And I especially hear from young American Jews who are having 
a really hard time right now, because they see an Israeli govern-
ment that does not live up to their values that they were taught 
as Jews. That they don’t feel is representing them. 

And yet they are then told that any criticism they try and have 
of that is antisemitism. And I actually think it’s really, really dan-
gerous, both for the actual fight on antisemitism and for the future 
of Israel. 

That we are conflating legitimate criticism of deeply problematic 
policies with antisemitism. And I think we need to reject the false 
notion that we have to choose between standing up for Israel’s de-
mocracy and working to eradicate antisemitism around the globe. 

My cousins who are sending me selfies from the protest in Tel 
Aviv, I don’t think anyone thinks they’re antisemitic. And yet, 
sometimes when we try and express the same things, we are called 
that here in the United States. 

So, I guess Dr. Nazarian, I just wanted to ask you like, can you 
talk a bit about what you think explains the rise of antisemitism 
in the U.S. over the last five years? 

And whether or not it’s really some people on the left who have 
some concerns about policies or, you know, as we’ve heard, folks on 
the right wearing shirts that say six million weren’t enough when 
they tried to attack us here in the Capitol. 

And also, as you think about this balance, how would you advise 
those of us who want to make sure we are elevating these legiti-
mate criticisms, how do we separate anti-Jewish rhetoric from criti-
cism of the state of Israel and its policies? 

Dr. NAZARIAN. Thank you, Representative Jacobs. And I think we 
touched on this question a little bit. But, I’ll start just by saying, 
as far as ADL is concerned, when it comes to differentiating be-
tween valid criticism of Israel and antisemitic motions, we have 
three very clear lines. 
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Number one, if all Jews are held responsible for Israeli policy, 
that’s antisemitic. Number two, if the right to self-determination of 
the Jewish people is prevented, that is antisemitic. 

And finally, if you use antisemitic tropes, characterizations, and 
place that onto the Jewish state, that is antisemitic. Now, robust 
criticism of Israeli policy is just as valid as robust criticisms of 
American policy or any other democracy in hopefully any other 
country. 

So, that is very clear. And I think making sure that we’re not 
crossing that line, and not diminishing the value of the term 
antisemitic, is very important. 

What we’re seeing in the state, in the city of Tel Aviv, and I’m 
heading there tonight, my family is there right now. I am here 
today because of the importance of this hearing. 

And I—my family right now is being honored. My mother is 
being honored with an honorary Doctorate. So, I knew that I 
couldn’t—— 

Ms. JACOBS. Congratulations. 
Dr. NAZARIAN. Thank you. But, this is such an important hearing 

for me to participate in. And so, thank you for including me. 
That is a testament to the robustness of Israel’s democracy. The 

fact that you have had nonviolent protests of upwards of 100s of 
thousands for 28 weeks in a row, shows the robustness of Israel’s 
democracy. 

And raising very real issues about some of the judicial decisions 
that are being now floated, and we’ll see where they go. And also 
about what the people of Israel want as a character for the Jewish 
and democratic character of the state of Israel. 

Now, we at ADL are concerned about the current government 
makeup, this coalition. Some of the ministers in there, some of the 
values they’ve espoused, and some of the narratives they’ve used. 
And we have called it out, as is our responsibility to do so. 

So, I believe that what causes antisemitism, we have to be very 
clear about. There’s not one cause, there are multiple, as it is in 
the U.S. And we see also the same thing globally. 

There are those who, you know, use white supremacist ideology, 
there’s those who use anti-Zionist ideology. And they’re used to use 
Islamic extremism. So, all of this, and Europe is perfectly like the 
perfect place where this is all working in the same place. 

But, here in the U.S., we know that Europe is a harbinger of 
what’s coming. And we have to be careful. Thank you. 

Ms. JACOBS. Well, thank you. And I just want to point out, you 
know, just a few weeks ago we voted here in H.R. 5, the so-called 
Parent’s Bill of Rights. And Republican leadership actually rejected 
my amendment that would have included language stating that the 
actions carried out during the Holocaust and the sentiments of 
antisemitism are immoral. 

And I think it’s important that we recognize the strong relation-
ship between antisemitism, racism, xenophobia, Islamophobia, 
homophobia, and transphobia. And, you know, I used to work at 
the U.N. I think the U.N. does really important work around the 
world. 

I think that oftentimes we talk about the U.N. focusing so much 
Israel, and at the same time, we here as American Jews, we do feel 
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like there’s a special connection to Israel. We do want the U.S. to 
have a special relationship with Israel. 

And a special relationship goes both ways. A special relationship 
both means we are very supportive of Israel and we should have 
a right to criticize what they are doing. The special relationship 
has to go both ways. 

And so, I’m really disheartened to hear of all of this rhetoric un-
dermining the very important work the U.N. does around the 
world. And I think that it’s dangerous for our national security and 
for our ability to build alliances around the world, which is the 
most important thing that keeps the U.S. safe. 

So, I know my time is up. I’ll let my colleagues speak. But,—— 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. Schneider, thank you. 
Ms. JACOBS. Yeah, this entire hearing has been pretty disheart-

ening as an American Jew. 
Mr. SCHNEIDER. I’m almost speechless. But, I’ll proceed. Wow. 

So, it’s a great time to be a Jew in America and the world. We can’t 
lose sight of that. 

But, as we’ve talked about here, antisemitism fearfully, disgrace-
fully is on the rise in the United States and around the world. It 
is crucial we stand up to it. 

And one thing as we have heard today very clearly, that anti-
semitism has been rampant at the U.N. for a very, very long time. 
And I’ll come back to it, because I think Israel has made progress 
at the U.N. 

But, the focus on Israel in so many ways at the U.N. that has 
been highlighted in these, in this testimony, is critical. And I think 
it’s also crucial to note that antisemitism, Mr. Marcus, as you have 
said, is core to the message Palestinians are sharing with their 
people, and critical as a tool the PA is using to delegitimize Israel. 

And so, I think that’s all crucial. Mr. Marcus, maybe going back 
to things we all learned in elementary school, but maybe is impor-
tant to note here. 

What is the timing of the origination of modern Zionism? I know 
it’s not his question, but. 

Mr. MARCUS. Well, where is the beginning of modern Zionism, 
are you talking about Herzl? 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Yeah. 
Mr. MARCUS. Yeah. 
Mr. SCHNEIDER. It goes back to the late 19th Century. And, as 

my colleague Mr. Phillips said, his family came here because of 
antisemitism. 

I have a picture of my maternal grandmother and her family who 
fled Kiev in 1912 because of the pogroms. What was the source of 
pogroms? It was antisemitism. Which many of us have faced that 
throughout our lives. 

A question about apartheid that has been brought up. This is for 
anyone. The name Khaled Kabub mean anything to anybody? It’s 
a Supreme Court Justice in Israel. A Muslim Supreme Court Jus-
tice. 

Another random question, anyone watch the U20 World Cup? 
The team that came in third, worth clapping for, Israeli team. First 
time they qualified. Only Jews on that team? No. Of course not. In 
fact, one of the goal scorers in that third place game was a Muslim. 
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Apartheid is separation; in a country that has Muslims on their 
Supreme Court, that celebrates the victory of their soccer team, 
football team, as I guess they would call it to the regular, would 
be separated. Not the case. But that is what we face in so many 
places around the world. 

I don’t know if this is for Mr. Neuer or someone else. We’ve been 
trying to get Israel—or not Israel—Europe to take action. And, by 
the way, I think our definition is the right definition. I wish the 
White House had stuck to it. But why is it so difficult to get Euro-
pean governments and other organizations to see what, from the 
testimony here, appears to be so obvious? Mr. Neuer? 

Mr. NEUER. Thank you, Congressman. First of all, I thank you 
for your remarks concerning the absurd smear that Israel is some-
how an apartheid state. 

It’s not only false and defamatory for Israel and Israelis but does 
a disservice to the true cause of apartheid. Anyone like me who has 
been to South Africa and seen what happened there will under-
stand how that undermines the struggle against apartheid in that 
country. 

As to why Europe and other governments don’t see things, I 
mean, we, you know, Abba Eban, Israel’s legendary statesman and 
Ambassador to the United Nations once quipped that if Algeria 
were to introduce a resolution at the United Nations declaring that 
the earth was flat and that Israel was responsible, it would pass 
by 154 to 12, with 25 abstentions. 

And that quote was made years ago, but it remains true today. 
And a number of these countries who support these resolutions are 
European democracies. 

I mentioned each year there are 15 resolutions singling out Israel 
at the General Assembly, about 10 of those 15 are supported by EU 
democracies. And why do so many countries support the resolutions 
against Israel? 

I mean, we see several factors. One is vote trading. The United 
Nations works by vote trading. You vote for me, I vote for you. 

There’s sometimes you can actually even see letters that are 
leaked about countries. China one—sorry, Saudi Arabia and Russia 
promise to vote each other onto the Human Rights Council, even 
though they’re rivals in the region. 

So, there are, you know, vote trading plays a very important role. 
Israel can offer you one vote. The Islamic states can offer you 56 
votes. So, it’s 56 to one, it’s a no brainer. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Repeat those numbers? 
Mr. NEUER. Yeah. There are 56 Islamic states at the United Na-

tions. There is one Jewish state. So, they come—they sponsor these 
resolutions against Israel. 

And, in exchange, you can get support from 56 votes at the 
United Nations for whatever your cause may be. For yourself or for 
your country. That’s quite significant. 

There is the historic influence of oil and gas. African countries 
were told years ago, you will not get oil if you vote for Israel, if 
you have relations with Israel. That continues to play a role in the 
world. 
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Sovereign wealth funds, you may or may not get billions from the 
Qatari sovereign wealth fund if you vote for a resolution that they 
support. 

And I would finally mention fear of terrorism. If your country 
will be one of the ten that will stand with Israel, such as the 
United States or typically Canada, sometimes Australia. If you’ll be 
one of the handful of countries that stand with Israel, you may face 
terrorism in your country. 

So, all of those are rational factors that we may not like but can 
understand, we are politic. But, I would have to add that as the 
historian Jacob Talmon commented, that Israel today has become 
the Jew among the nations. 

And if in history, because as Mr. Rosenberg mentioned, we’re 
dealing with concepts that date back thousands of years that are 
in public, in our consciousness. We may not even be aware of it, 
subconscious. 

You know, in Europe where I live, when there was the black 
plague, Jews were accused of poisoning the wells. And today, if 
there’s human rights abuse, if there’s racism, if there’s health vio-
lations, it’s the Jewish state that is blamed. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. And I’m over my time. I have one yes or no 
question. And we can talk about it in writing. But, UNRWA, you 
mentioned UNRWA. 

And my broad question is, UNRWA has all kinds of problems. 
We talked about their education issues. And I’m of one mind that 
UNRWA has outlived its usefulness and it’s the only organization 
that’s been around for 70 years. 

The things that UNRWA does that are necessary, services pro-
vided, are there, and it’s a yes/no, are there other entities that are 
perhaps better positioned to do that today? 

Mr. NEUER. Yes. 
Mr. SCHNEIDER. Yes, so. Thank you. I yield back. 
Mr. SMITH. Mr. Sherman. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I want to commend you for holding 

this hearing. Thank you for allowing us who aren’t members of the 
subcommittee to participate, and for your decades of incredible 
dedication on human rights. 

I see at least three streams of antisemitism. One is an extreme 
left that hates at least Israel, because it’s pro-American. And also 
sees the opportunity for an alliance with, I think you said 56 coun-
tries. 

There’s also Islamic extremists. And finally, there’s the far right 
that gave us Hitler and many before and many after him. 

There’s an argument here, Zionism versus antisemitism. One 
could have said in the 1880s, you could be an anti-Zionist. And say 
look, there’s already people living there. We shouldn’t move there. 

You could also be an anti-Californian in this country, in the 
1840s or ’30s and say hey, that’s part of Mexico. It shouldn’t be 
part of America. 

You can say that the Slavs should not have moved to eastern Eu-
rope, the Turks should not have moved to Anatolia, and the Arabs 
they should not have moved to North Africa. 

But, the fact is that every other country is accepted as a right 
to live where they are not, notwithstanding that with the exception 
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of perhaps the Neanderthals, just about everybody has moved to 
where they are. And, of course, there are no Neanderthals. 

So, to say that, you just put it in context. You could say down 
with Israel and say, you’re not an antisemite. But if I sat here and 
said down with Albania, most of you would think I was an anti- 
Albanian. You can’t hate the only Albanian state in the world and 
say that there should be not an Albanian state and not be regarded 
as anti-Albanian. 

And to say that Slovakia is a racist state because it chose to be 
independent of Czechoslovakia and to have a border separating 
themselves from Poland and Hungary, to say that there’s a Slovak 
state, that must mean that the Slovaks are racist, is absurd. 

As to BDS, it’s entirely appropriate to boycott countries you dis-
agree with, if your disagreement is reasonable. I and BDS, and 
you’ve urged us to boycott and divest from Iran not because I think 
all Persians and other Iranians should be wiped off, you know, 
shouldn’t have a state. But, I’d like them to stop their nuclear pro-
gram, et cetera. 

I’ve got friends who won’t buy a Toyota because they think the 
Japanese shouldn’t hunt whales. They are not anti-Japanese rac-
ists. They’d be happy, they’re not asking Japan to evacuate the 
Japanese islands. They’re not calling for the death of all Japanese. 
They just want it. 

And if the BDF movement was one that said, we don’t want to 
invest in Israel until Israel does this or that, and stops hunting 
whales. Okay. You disagree with Israel, you have a right to boy-
cott. I’ve got other friends who won’t. 

I want to thank the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania for com-
menting. And then so many of you commenting on the UNRWA 
textbooks and curriculum. 

I want to bring to my colleagues’ attention the Peace and Toler-
ance in Palestinian Education Act, which would get us an official 
State Department report on these UNRWA curriculum materials. 

Mr. Sharansky, it’s an honor for you to be with us. And I wonder 
if you can comment on how the Soviet Union, back when it existed, 
used anti-Zionism as a tool to be antisemitic? 

Apparently the—— 
Mr. KONTOROVICH. Could I field that question? So, also being 

from the Soviet Union, I’m also from Kiev, like Mr. Schneider’s 
family. And, indeed, the auspicious year of my birth, 1975, was the 
year that the United Nations passed the Zionism is Racism Resolu-
tion. A resolution which has been so discredited that I believe seat-
ing amongst United Nations’ resolutions the U.N. subsequently 
voted to override or reverse it. 

Now, that resolution was passed as a Soviet foreign policy initia-
tive. They had a vote. They had a permanent majority of their al-
lies and nonaligned states. And that was a fundamental product of 
Soviet ideology after the Yom Kippur War, to get this idea out 
there. 

Now, interestingly, it doesn’t just say that Zionism is racism. It 
just came to be known as that. It also says that Zionism is also lots 
of other things that are bad, like colonialism and imperialism and 
likens it to the apartheid policies of South Africa. 
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So, this notion that like now some human rights groups who 
said, oh, finally Israel has crossed the line. We’ve seen they’ve done 
something. They’ve done something bad. They’ve done something 
too much. Now we’re going to call them apartheid. This is the same 
Soviet rhetoric from 1975 that was discredited, reversed, and yet, 
like a monster in a horror movie, reconstitutes itself and makes its 
way through even in these halls. Thank you. 

Mr. SMITH. I’m going to thank our extraordinarily distinguished 
panel. You’ve given us much to think about and work on. The ac-
tion items are running page after page based on. And please convey 
to us, all of us, next steps in addition to what you’ve said today, 
because we want to get it right. 

I do want to say we’re going to have a number of other hearings, 
like I mentioned earlier before. We’ll have one on UNRWA. We’ll 
have investor at large Deborah Lipstadt come and testify. 

And other issues. I mean, we know that the hostility towards 
students is in the United States, in my own state of New Jersey, 
who happen to be Jewish, and it’s all over the world. So, we may 
even focus one hearing just on that. But we will do a whole series. 

I find it appalling that the Palestinian Authority encourages chil-
dren to kill themselves and to kill other people. There’s nothing he-
roic, there’s nothing noble about that kind of child abuse. And 
that’s what the PA does. It’s child abuse. 

I watched a video years ago, you know, I—well, all of us in high 
school, we used to be in pep rallies, we were in sports. Everybody 
would rally for the team, for the game that was going to happen 
that day or that weekend. 

And I watched a pep rally pushing the killing of Jews with peo-
ple who would strap on bombs who happened to be children. They 
were lifting that up as if that was something to emulate, to push. 

And so, the PA has much to answer for on a whole lot of issues. 
But, abusing their own children is about as appalling as it gets. 

So, I do hope we can bring some additional focus to that. I re-
member watching that video. And I will never forget it, that they 
would do that to their own children. The children that they claim 
to care about. 

So, thank you. If anyone would like to say any parting state-
ment. If not, that’s fine, too. It’s all up to you. Yes? 

Mr. SCHIFFMILLER. Just to follow up on your last point, Mr. 
Chairman, about the abuse of children. One of the issues that 
we’ve been tracking very closely, and we expect we will learn more 
about in the coming, perhaps even hour or days, is a U.N. mecha-
nism called the Children in Armed Conflict, which is designed to 
track abuse of children in armed conflicts around the world. 

And one of the areas that we see serial under-reporting in, is this 
very issue of inciting to violence, recruitment, and use of Pales-
tinian children by terrorist organizations. And that because a lot 
of the data that goes into these reporting mechanisms are gen-
erated by NGOs, some of whom are themselves linked to U.S.-des-
ignated terrorist organizations, that leads to this under-reporting, 
and that leads to a warped perception of Israeli security policies 
that relate to that level of incitement and recruitment. 

Mr. SMITH. Thank you. 
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Ms. WILD. I just would like to make a very brief closing remark. 
It’s often said that if you put five or six or seven Jews in a room, 
you’ll get that many opinions, differing opinions. And, obviously, 
we’ve seen some of that. I think all of you had excellent written 
testimony. And I plan to keep it. And I plan to keep this binder 
as sort of a resource to use going forward. 

I get along very, very well with the Chair of this committee. And 
I think the world of him. And am grateful for him convening this 
hearing. I am going to take issue only with the last remarks of the 
Chairman, because I think it is incredibly important that we not 
broadly label all members of any nation or ethnicity with the bad 
acts of some. 

As a recovering lawyer, I will tell you that lawyers are regularly 
labeled by the worst among them. But that’s a kind of a light 
version of this. I think that it’s just really important that we not 
use the worst examples to connote that all people who are of that 
origin. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, just to be clear—— 
Ms. WILD. And that’s all I—I just wanted to say. 
Mr. SMITH. Go ahead. I don’t say that about the Palestinians en 

masse. I say that about the Palestinian Authority. And—because 
these are their official policies. And, you know, again, as we all 
know from the Taylor Force Act, and we all know from, as you 
pointed out, 100 percent of those who are in prison for terrorist 
acts are getting paid for it. And they have a job waiting for them 
in the PA when they get out. 

But, thank you. I appreciate again, your testimony. 
Ms. WILD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. SMITH. And thank you to my Ranking Member. 
[Whereupon, at 1:49 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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