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The JSOW uses the Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) Precise Positioning System 
(PPS), which provides for a more accurate 
capability than the commercial version of 
GPS. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

4. A determination has been made that Mo-
rocco can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Mo-
rocco. 

f 

GEORGIA MILITARY HOUSING 
OVERSIGHT 

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I 
have conducted further oversight into 
the treatment of military families in 
privatized housing at Fort Gordon, GA. 
The report summarizing the findings 
and conclusions of my oversight can be 
found at http://Ossoff.senate.gov/ 
MilitaryHousingOversight. 
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL JOHN D. ‘‘IKE’’ FESLER 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor a fellow 
Tennessean, a great American, and an 
exceptional member of the U.S. Air 
Force. 

Lt. Col. John D. ‘‘Ike’’ Fesler has dis-
tinguished himself through his profes-
sional character and dedication by 
serving this Nation in uniform. A lead-
er and expert communicator, he has 
provided distinguished service to our 
country while assigned to the Air 
Force Senate Liaison Office. He is an 
outstanding leader and the perfect air-
man to represent the Air Force on Cap-
itol Hill. Ike has honorably served in 
the Air National Guard and Navy for 
over 27 years in both the enlisted and 
officer ranks; during this time, he has 
led hundreds of airmen in support of 
U.S. Air Force missions worldwide. 

Throughout his career, Ike has dem-
onstrated exceptional, unrivaled 
officership. During his time as director 
of operations, course director, and 
flight commander at the Academy of 
Military Science, Maxwell AFB, AL., 
he commissioned more than 150 Air Na-
tional Guard officers. Ike spent 4 years 
in the White House Military Office, his 
last title being Director of Staff, Pol-
icy Plans and Requirements, a position 
where he led the human resource oper-
ations for a 250-person organization 

comprised of five military services, five 
billet sponsors, and numerous contract 
client partners, ensuring execution of 
Presidential continuity of operations 
were uninterrupted. Additionally, in 
direct support of Operations Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, Ike was 
the deputy chief, public affairs at the 
Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operations 
Center, ensuring our fallen heroes were 
provided the dignified treatment they 
deserved. 

As a legislative liaison in the Air 
Force Senate Liaison Office from April 
2021 to April 2023, Lieutenant Colonel 
Fesler performed his duties well and 
without reservation supporting the 
117th and 118th U.S. Congresses. His 
strategic thinking and foresight helped 
to strengthen and improve our national 
security. Ike accomplished this uti-
lizing his in-depth Air Force knowledge 
with numerous engagements between 
Congress and the Department of the 
Air Force. Ike expertly conveyed De-
partment of the Air Force positions on 
the Air Force Future Design that in-
cluded the future bomber, tanker, and 
fighter force. Ike’s direct support pro-
vided the U.S. Senate critical informa-
tion necessary for two National De-
fense Authorization Acts. His efforts 
helped solidify the U.S. Space Force, 
ensure the confirmation of the 26th Air 
Force Secretary and ensured the De-
partment of the Air Force’s support of 
the National Defense Strategy in our 
return to great power competition. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fesler planned 
and led numerous delegations for mem-
bers of Congress on visits all over the 
world. In fact, I became acquainted 
with Ike in the run up to my recent of-
ficial visit to Europe. Anyone who has 
attended one of these delegation trips 
knows that while the planning is 
stressful, the execution is downright 
arduous. But Ike persevered with a 
smile, gave 100 percent, and the trip 
went off without a hitch. Due to his di-
rect involvement and stewardship of 
this delegation and others like it, 
Members of Congress were able to 
make informed decisions on issues of 
national defense, tech policy, and other 
culturally significant questions and of 
course ensure the Department of the 
Air Force was properly resourced and 
funded, along with their brothers and 
sisters in arms across the Armed 
Forces. 

After serving in this crucial role for 
the past 2 years and becoming a fixture 
on Capitol Hill, Lieutenant Colonel 
Fesler will retire from Active-Duty 
service. Ike has sacrificed much in 
service to our Nation. I am thankful 
for Ike’s service and his work with my 
office and the Senate over the past 2 
years on issues of vital importance to 
the United States. I salute this Amer-
ican patriot whose selfless service has 
kept our country safe and strong. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING DIRT ROAD CANDLE 
COMPANY, INC. 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
outstanding Iowa small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize Dirt Road Candle 
Company of Atlantic, IA, as the Senate 
Small Business of the Week. 

What started as a hobby for Michelle 
Myers has turned into a full-time busi-
ness through passion, a quality prod-
uct, and rural Iowa inspiration. In 2016, 
Myers and her husband Steve Myers 
bought a farm on a dirt road. The farm 
was a dream come true for them. At 
first, creating candles was Myers’ 
hobby, but as demand for her candles 
increased, she began to make it her 
second job, which led to the creation of 
her small business. Soon after, Myers 
sold her candles on consignment at a 
local boutique and started selling her 
candles online. The growth has led 
Myers to hire six employees to join her 
at Dirt Road Candle Company. 

The vision statement of the company 
is ‘‘happiness does have a smell.’’ Each 
candle is named after different mo-
ments or ideas that are inspired by 
rural Iowa. Myers started giving her 
candles fun names when she discovered 
that her customers engage more with 
the meaning of candles. She has had 
candles named ‘‘Call Your Mom,’’ 
which was inspired by Myers’ time at 
Iowa State University, candles named 
‘‘Iowa Nice’’ or even ‘‘Backyard Li-
lacs,’’ which embodies the Iowa spring 
spirit. All of the candles are hand 
poured on the farm and are made with 
100 percent USA-raised soy wax. Myers 
has even expanded her product line to 
include room sprays, car freshies, 
counter sprays, wall diffusers, wax 
melts, hand soap, and pet products. 

Dirt Road Candle Company continues 
to look out for the community. Candle 
proceeds have been donated to various 
charities. A couple of years ago, she 
had a county-fair inspired candle. Pro-
ceeds went to support a child to go to 
the county fair or to buy a child a 
chicken. She also had a candle called 
‘‘Love Your Neighbor,’’ with profits 
supporting the 2019 Iowa flood victims. 
Further, Myers opens up her candle 
workshop twice a year to sell her prod-
ucts in person. On those days, she also 
invites other entrepreneurs to sell 
their products in her shop. 

Dirt Road Candle Company’s com-
mitment to its values has paid off. In 6 
years, Myers and team have been able 
to grow from a hobby to a thriving 
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