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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CAREY).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 18, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE
CAREY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

RECOGNIZING ARTS EDUCATOR
DEBORAH BOWERS KIPPLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
Women’s History Month, I rise to rec-
ognize Deborah Bowers Kippley for her
years of dedicated public service in the
State of Nebraska. As an arts educator,
Debbie’s leadership, skills, and initia-
tives have benefited the minds of our
youth for decades.

Debbie had a strong interest in the
arts from an early age. In 1974, she

graduated from Omaha Burke High
School where she participated in band,
orchestra, and art. She continued her
education, obtaining a bachelor’s de-
gree in art education and elementary
education from Hastings College.

After college, she toured with a
Christian repertory theater company
before being hired as an elementary
arts teacher for Omaha Public Schools.
During her time with OPS, Debbie par-
ticipated in several Nebraska art-based
programs. After 13 years with OPS, she
wanted to start the elementary art
program at Papillion La Vista Commu-
nity Schools.

After obtaining her master of science
from the TUniversity of Nebraska
Omaha, she earned her doctorate in ad-
ministration, curriculum and instruc-
tion from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, concentrating on the vari-
ation of people’s ability to create men-
tal images and the effect this has on
learning.

As someone who struggled with
math, reading, and spelling during her
elementary years, Debbie believes her
inability to create mental images at
that age was the cause of her struggles.
Her conclusion was to enhance the five
senses by using art in learning in her
elementary teachings to better help
students learn.

For the last nearly 40 years, Debbie
has consistently given back to the
community. Just a few of her accolades
include Elementary Educator of the
Year, president-elect and president of
the Nebraska Art Teachers Associa-
tion, and the Nebraska Art Teachers
Association Roscoe Shields Award for
her continued service to art education.
She also assisted with the writing and
creation of hundreds of thousands of
dollars in grant money for the arts.

As a now-retired educator, Debbie
continues to promote the arts by her
work with the Congressional Art Com-
petition for the Nebraska congressional
districts, founded in 1998, and still

manages the Papillion La Vista Arts
Network, providing a theater experi-
ence for elementary and middle school
students. Supervising art student
teachers for the University of Nebraska
Omaha is another task that she loves,
and she is the president of the Papil-
lion Downtown Business Association.

Debbie has always believed in the
power of the arts to heal, encourage,
and empower. This has been her
mantra for all her years of educating
young minds.

I salute and thank Debbie for her im-
pression upon the community, a tre-
mendous impact, which will be felt for
many years to come.

———

LARGEST NUCLEAR SCANDAL IN
AMERICAN HISTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, in my
home State of Ohio, the largest nuclear
scandal in American history has been
perpetuated on our public.

Ohio’s only nuclear power is gen-
erated in northern Ohio, along Lake
Erie by plants owned by Energy Har-
bor, previously known as FirstEnergy.
For decades, FirstEnergy’s customers
have unknowingly paid for the outfall
of this criminal company’s nuclear

malfeasance, careless management,
and costly outages, and now crimi-
nality.

When a hole in the nuclear reactor
head at Davis-Besse proved to be the
size of a pineapple, jaws dropped too
late here in Washington at the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

Where were they?

When a switch failure triggered by
FirstEnergy shut off power for 3 days
across the entire Midwest; Northeast;
and Ontario, Canada, costing our econ-
omy $10 billion and nine lost lives,
those in the commercial nuclear power
world should have understood there
was a big problem at FirstEnergy.

O This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [1 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H1763



H1764

Where were they?

Neither the private sector nor the
Federal Government did their jobs.

Nuclear power production requires
excellence and vigilance. No excuses.
No passing the buck.

FirstEnergy’s business plan started
to fail due to its huge repair costs re-
sulting from its own mistakes. As the
company sank into debt, rather than
aspiring to excellence, it resorted to
bribery, wire fraud, conspiracy, and
racketeering. Thus, the largest com-
mercial nuclear crimes in U.S. history
are being litigated in Federal court in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Convictions for accepting
FirstEnergy bribes have been levied
against Ohio’s former house Repub-
lican Speaker Larry Householder and
former Ohio Republican Party chair,
Matt Borges. They led a criminal
scheme in which FirstEnergy bribed
them with $61 million in dark money.
Householder used it for personal ex-
penses, reelecting himself, and a slate
of willing Republican and Democratic
legislators, to bend the law to serve
FirstEnergy’s financial interests.

Once in office, Householder led his
handpicked politicians in a legislative
bailout of FirstEnergy, foisting $1 bil-
lion plus in corporate nuclear energy
and coal losses on Ohio’s ratepayers.
Never did Householder or his associates

express any concern about
FirstEnergy’s nuclear mishaps, its
awesome nuclear responsibility, and

what really was required to restore
operational excellence.

If FirstEnergy’s plan had exploded
and fried everything in its radius in
northern Ohio, including my house, Mr.
Householder would not have been af-
fected. He lives too far south, as do
most coconspirators to the bribery
scheme. Even prevailing winds gen-
erally don’t blow in their direction, but
an explosion would have completely
polluted Lake Erie.

FirstEnergy itself avoided fraud and
criminal indictments by admitting its
corporate guilt. Of course, nuclear mal-
feasance is not on trial, but it should
be. Thus far, the court has ordered
FirstEnergy to pay a historic $230 mil-
lion settlement, the largest public fine
in Ohio’s history, although there were
no fines for bigger crimes against the
public interest by multiple nuclear
endangerments.

FirstEnergy’s management made
huge blunders in nuclear operation.
Were it not for the skilled union labor-
ers who three times put their lives at
risk for our region, a nuclear catas-
trophe along Lake Erie was indeed pos-
sible. At least three major nuclear inci-
dents have occurred during my life-
time: 1985, 2002, 2003.

Davis-Besse plant records document
the second and third as the worst nu-
clear incidents since Three Mile Island.

The ongoing criminal litigation ig-
nores these massive nuclear close calls.
Each major nuclear blunder translated
into real threats to lives, safety, and
health.
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At what point does our Nation say no
to a pattern of persistent commercial
plant nuclear negligence and abysmal
nuclear management?

The time is now as our region tries to
pick up the pieces and rebuild ad-
vanced nuclear—but not by past stand-
ards.

The starting point to get effective
safety monitoring in these two Ohio fa-
cilities begins by requesting the Fed-
eral Government’s Government Ac-
countability Office to perform thor-
ough and independent nuclear safety
audits of its aging nuclear facilities.

The next step is to require the Nu-
clear Navy, with independent experts,
to complete a thorough engineering
analysis of the plant’s remaining phys-
ical infrastructure.

Next, specific individuals who were
responsible for criminal activity at
FirstEnergy must be identified and
barred for life from working or con-
tracting with the U.S. commercial nu-
clear industry, and we must also iden-
tify legal means to restore to rate-
payers compensation for their losses.

As Admiral Hyman Rickover, father
of the Nuclear Navy, said: ‘‘Success
teaches us nothing; only failure teach-
es.”

Let Ohio learn and let America learn,
and let’s do it right.

———

CALLING ATTENTION TO THE OP-
PRESSION OF POLITICAL OPPO-
NENTS BY THE VIETNAMESE
GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. STEEL) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. STEEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the Viet-
namese Government’s oppression of po-
litical opponents.

Last week, the Communist Party
Government of Vietnam sentenced
Nguyen Lan Thang to 6 years in prison
for documenting protests and human
rights abuses in Vietnam. Thang is a
well-known advocate for freedom and
democracy. He is a renowned blogger
and contributor to Radio Free Asia. He
should not be punished for criticizing
communism.

This violation of the basic human
rights of free expression is unaccept-
able and shows a worsening human
rights situation in Vietnam.

According to Human Rights Watch,
Vietnamese authorities have convicted
at least 163 people since 2018 for exer-
cising their rights to freedom of asso-
ciation or freedom of expression
against Vietnam’s Communist Party
Government.

I have and will continue to call out
the Communist Party of Vietnam for
imprisoning journalists, human rights
defenders, religious figures, and dis-
sidents in Vietnam. The Chinese Com-
munist Party has expertly influenced
their neighbors, like Vietnam, hoping
we will be silent in the face of these
heinous acts.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
condemning Vietnam’s continued hor-
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rific targeting of anyone who dissents
from the oppressive Communist re-
gime, and I urge Vietnam to release its
political prisoners, including Mr.
Thang and journalists like Pham Doan
Trang.

We must come together, proclaim
Communism as the evil that it is, and
show the world that we will defend
freedom.

TAX DAY

Mrs. STEEL. Mr. Speaker, today is
tax day, the deadline for over 200 mil-
lion Americans to file their taxes.

Over the past year, responsible, hard-
working families across the Nation cre-
ated a budget, sacrificed to stick to
that budget, and paid what they must
by law to the government.

Meanwhile, their government spent
taxpayer dollars recKklessly, resulting
in a national deficit that is over $31
trillion. That is approximately $250,000
per taxpayer.

My friends on the other side of the
aisle claimed that they would close the
gap by raising taxes and hiring an
army of 87,000 new IRS agents to in-
crease audits, especially on hard-
working families making less than
$100,000 a year.

Collecting more taxes from hard-
working Americans will not fix the
Federal Government’s irresponsibility.

While California suffers from the
highest income tax rate in the country,
the State’s reckless spending resulted
in a deficit of $22.5 billion.

High taxes and reckless spending will
not solve our Nation’s problems. That
is why the House of Representatives
passed my bill with Representative
ADRIAN SMITH to defund the IRS’s plan
to hire 87,000 new agents. The IRS ex-
ists to serve the American people, not
target them.

More taxes and more spending will
only result in a higher deficit and a
broken economy that will weigh on the

backs of our children and grand-
children.
———
O 1015
CELEBRATING THE EXTRAOR-

DINARY CAREER OF JUDGE U.W.
CLEMON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary ca-
reer of a legal giant and civil rights ac-
tivist, Alabama’s first Black Federal
judge, the Honorable U.W. Clemon, who
celebrated his 80th birthday on April 9.

A native of Alabama, Judge Clemon
was born in 1943. Despite spending
much of his childhood in the seg-
regated school system of Jefferson
County, Clemon broke down barriers,
graduating as a two-time valedic-
torian, first at Westfield High School
in 1961 and then Miles College in 1965.

As a college student, Judge Clemon
was a leading voice for civil rights. He
marched in countless student dem-
onstrations under the direction of Dr.
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King and played a pivotal role in the
Selective Buying Campaign to boycott
segregated stores in downtown Bir-
mingham.

Before graduating from Columbia
Law School in 1968, Clemon clerked at
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, form-
ing a lifelong association serving as
local counsel on numerous civil rights
lawsuits throughout Alabama.

Judge Clemon always understood the
importance of the law in the fight for
justice and equality. He quickly gained
a reputation as an effective and fear-
less lawyer, taking on Coach Paul
“Bear’ Bryant to desegregate the all-
White University of Alabama football
team. He took on the U.S. Steel Cor-
poration, which led to the desegrega-
tion of the American steel industry.

By 1974, Judge Clemon took his advo-
cacy to the Alabama State Legislature,
making history as one of the first two
African Americans elected to the Ala-
bama Senate since Reconstruction.

His tenure as a pioneering lawmaker
and skilled attorney caught the atten-
tion of President Jimmy Carter, who
appointed then-Senator Clemon to
serve as Alabama’s first Black Federal
judge in 1980. He went on to serve on
the Federal bench for 30 years until
2009.

Judge Clemon was a highly respected
jurist inside and outside the court-
room. He was known as fair but tough.
He demanded that lawyers before him
represent their clients competently
and effectively. Judge Clemon served
as the Chief Judge for the United
States District Court for the Northern
District of Alabama from 1999 to 2006.

Despite retiring from the bench in
2009, Judge Clemon has remained a vi-
brant member of the Birmingham legal
community where he continues to
practice law, serving the underrep-
resented, vulnerable, and underserved.

He has received numerous awards,
holds three honorary degrees, two
street namings, and most recently, an
elementary school was named in his
honor.

On a personal note, Judge Clemon is
a trusted adviser, counselor, and a lov-
ing father figure to me. My most form-
ative legal experience was serving as a
law clerk for Judge Clemon after grad-
uating from law school in 1992.

I learned so much serving as his law
clerk. I learned more about the prac-
tice of law and saw firsthand what jus-
tice looks like by witnessing him in his
courtroom. Sitting with him in his
chambers was always an educational
experience. The judge tested my
knowledge, stretched my legal acumen,
challenged my views, and inspired me
to be a better lawyer and person.

I know that I now serve as Alabama’s
first Black Congresswoman because I
was blessed by a transformative experi-
ence clerking for Alabama’s first Black
Federal judge.

I thank his loving family, his wife of
50 years, Ms. Barbara, and his two chil-
dren, Michelle and Isaac, for sharing
him with so many of us.
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I ask my colleagues to join me in
celebrating the 80th birthday and the
extraordinary career of an exceptional
jurist, lawmaker, public servant, and
wonderful counselor, Judge U.W.
Clemon, whose life’s work stands as a
testament to the power of one person
to change the world.

May the seeds that Judge Clemon
sowed continue to bear fruit for gen-
erations to come.

Happy birthday, Judge.

———

REMEMBERING DEPUTY SHERIFF
JOSH OWEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Minnesota (Mrs. FISCHBACH) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, on
Saturday night, Pope County Deputy
Sheriff Josh Owen was tragically shot
and killed in the line of duty. He and
two other law enforcement officers
were responding to a domestic violence
call in Cyrus, Minnesota, when the sus-
pect opened fire. It was his 44th birth-
day.

Deputy Owen spent nearly 12 years
with the sheriff’s office and recently
received a Distinguished Service Award
for his actions responding to a house
fire.

He is pictured here with his K9 part-
ner, Karma.

He was also a military veteran serv-
ing with the Minnesota National Guard
and deploying to Iraq for 22 months.

Josh leaves behind a wife, Shannon,
and a 10-year-old son, Rylan.

Those of us with ties to law enforce-
ment, who see loved ones risking their
lives every day to protect and serve
others, share their pain.

Josh’s colleagues placed a squad car
on the front lawn of the sheriff’s office
on Sunday, and the community has
made it into a memorial to pay their
respects to this outstanding member of
the community and show his family
how loved he was.

Yesterday, there was a procession to
bring his body home. Law enforcement
agencies from across the State turned
out to honor their fallen brother. This
is a devastating, heartbreaking re-
minder that our men and women of law
enforcement put their communities
above all else every single day.

I am praying for Deputy Owen’s fam-
ily and for Pope County and Minnesota
law enforcement communities as they
mourn the loss of this hero and con-
tinue to serve and protect us every
day.

———

GUN REFORM NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. ADAMS) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise because too often in our schools
the sounds of students talking and
lockers clanking in hallways are giving
way to silence and violence.
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Today, I rise because desks that
should be covered in gum are too often
covered in blood, the blood of students
and their teachers.

Today, I rise because three 9-year-old
children and three adults are dead in
Tennessee, as well as the person who
killed them.

Tennessee State representatives Jus-
tin Jones, Justin Pearson, and Gloria
Johnson wanted to bring attention to
this tragedy. They wanted to honor the
victims of the mass shooting at The
Covenant School with action instead of
insulting their memories with silence.
From the floor of the Tennessee House,
they led the public gallery in chants of
“‘no more silence,” ‘““we have to do bet-
ter,” and ‘‘gun reform now.”’

Tennessee Republicans were so afraid
of this message that they expelled Jus-
tin Jones and Justin Pearson, the two
Black representatives, for their ac-
tions.

These two courageous young men
knew, as we do, that we cannot wait to
be saved from the gun epidemic. They
knew there would be more dead.

Unfortunately, since the mass shoot-
ing in Nashville on March 27, over 900
additional people were killed by gun vi-
olence in our country, 22 in Tennessee
alone.

It really makes me sick. It makes me
livid that we continue to accept the
status quo and that we are comfortable
living in a country where at any time
our friends, our families, our neigh-
bors, even our children and our grand-
children, can die a horrible death be-
cause they were in the wrong place at
the wrong time when the wrong person
had a gun.

We will be judged if we don’t act, not
only by history, not only by our God,
but by our children who will inherit
our country with this metastasized gun
cancer still attached.

I am a Christian. As someone who
knows and reads and lives Scripture, I
can tell you beyond a doubt that the
AR-15, the assault rifle, is the golden
calf of Washington, D.C. Too many peo-
ple in the people’s House worship this
idol and treat it with reverence. How-
ever, just like in Scripture, if we con-
tinue to worship this idol, the result
will be physical and spiritual death.

I stand with representatives Justin
Pearson and Justin Jones in saying: No
more silence. We have to do better.
Gun reform now. No more silence. We
have to do better. Gun reform now.

———

WOTUS RULE SHOULD BE
REPEALED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today,
the House will vote to decide whether
to overturn another bad decision by
President Biden.

His veto of H.J. Res. 27, which over-
turned the EPA’s and Army Corps of
Engineers’ overreaching definition of
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“waters of the United States,” in yet
another rule change to that law, keeps
the new expanded definition of WOTUS
in place.

This change to one of most abused
and litigated Federal statutes on the
books allows the EPA to regulate every
single ditch, every little puddle, every
ephemeral stream in America, as if
they were somehow the Mississippi
River or the Sacramento River, in my
home State.

Of course, this is ludicrous, as our
Nation’s commerce, agriculture, and
natural beauty are not dependent on a
farmer’s self-made ditch or irrigation
canal or these ephemeral streams.

With the expanded WOTUS rule, the
Federal Government can now regulate
almost any activity, from farming to
landscaping, which occurs on private
property.

Treating Americans’ private property
as sacrosanct has been a core principle
of this Nation for over two centuries.

Our Founders would be horrified to
see a United States Government agen-
cy, headquartered here in Washington,
D.C., granting itself broad power to
regulate every single American on
their own land.

We have seen the EPA abuse WOTUS
before to regulate everything from
farming to home building. Ridiculous
interpretations on whether you can
even plant a fallow field back to a
wheat crop that previously had one
without a permit can often take 3
years because there is no motivation
from the Army Corps or other regu-
lators to get the job done and tell the
farmer: Yes, you may farm your
ground the way you did it once before.
They sued them for it, they fined them,
and basically put them out of business
over a farming activity that has oc-
curred.

Another example is the couple that
are being sued over WOTUS, and it is
being used as a weapon to prevent a
married couple from building their
dream home near the shore of a lake,
all within the rules.

I guarantee you, when the Clean
Water Act and the Environmental Pro-
tection Act were passed in the early
seventies by this Congress, they did
not have the intent, nor would they
have gotten away with, passing legisla-
tion that would have been so far-reach-
ing as this.

These are about, yes, clean water.
They are about protecting species and
some of the habitat for them, not every
possible piece of ground in the world
that might host one, even though they
don’t currently.

They would not have been able to
pass that through Congress because
people would have run them out of here
on a rail. Yet, through court interpre-
tations over time, rulemaking, and
guidance, this is where we have gotten
to. The administration, and the pre-
vious Democratic administration, have
been hyperaggressive in putting waters
of the United States rules in place that
have little to do with what the meas-
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urement used to be, that it was a navi-
gable stream.

Well, ‘‘navigable’ used to mean you
could actually drive a boat up and
down that particular river or what
have you. Now, if you can float a rub-
ber duck in it for a half hour after a
rain in a pond or a stream or what have
you, then they seem to believe that
should be a good enough definition for
‘“‘navigable waterways.”’

It is ridiculous. With the increasing
cost of food to Americans and fewer
food choices on our shelves, and even
empty shelves in this country, this is
the move they make, to restore to pre-
vious aggressive limits of waters of the
United States and take away the abil-
ity to farm our products, already safe-
ly, already reliably, already eco-
logically sound.

This is not needed under the Biden
interpretation or the previous Obama
interpretation. These are property
rights, and these are land rights that
are a cornerstone of our country’s
founding. Indeed, it is a way to take
more control and put Washington,
D.C., and put bureaucrats in greater
charge of things that used to be good
rural issues, rural values, which are
keeping food on the table for Ameri-
cans, thereby positioning us to be inde-
pendent of having to import food,
which keeps us strong.

Food is strategic. Food is a security
issue. We are seeing our security dis-
sipate rapidly under the weight of
crazy regulations like this and others
that are so negatively affecting our
ability to produce energy in this coun-
try. WOTUS is used to stop that, too. If
we don’t produce our own energy, are
we going to import more from the
Saudis or other areas?

We have seen these embargoes twice
in our past. It doesn’t work very well.
Energy is the core for everything in a
civilized society. As we see our energy
dissipating along domestic production,
we are seeing the high cost of every-
thing.

WOTUS needs to be repealed, and I
hope the House does that today.

————
0 1030

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise.

And still I rise as a proud, unbought,
unbossed, unafraid, liberated Demo-
crat.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in the
name of liberty and justice for all. Lib-
erty and justice for all, not the name of
liberty and justice for people of color,
for people who happen to be of a dif-
ferent hue, but in the name of liberty
and justice for all and, more specifi-
cally, in the name of liberty and jus-
tice for Ralph Yarl and Kaylin Gillis.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in the name of lib-
erty and justice for them because our
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country should be in mourning today.
A life was needlessly lost, and no one of
great notoriety, or a person who hap-
pens to have been a Congressperson, or
a person holding some prominent posi-
tion in society. They were not persons
who were out in Hollywood making
motion pictures; just an ordinary cit-
izen who lost their life, and we ought
to be in mourning.

We ought to be in mourning because
the young man was shot for ringing a
doorbell. His sin was he was ringing a
doorbell. He was a person of color, yes.
Apparently, according to at least one
statement by an official, there is some-
thing to do here with race. But he was
ringing a doorbell, and he was shot
twice—once in the head.

The young woman that I speak of was
White. She went into the wrong drive-
way, and she was shot.

Is this where we are in this country?
People are going to be killed for ring-
ing the wrong doorbell? Going to be
murdered for pulling up in a driveway?
Innocently, I might add.

Is this where we are?

We ought to be in mourning today.
These lives matter. We ought not allow
this to happen without some sort of
special occasion, something that
speaks to them, some sort of way of
commemorating this.

We have gotten to the point now
where it is just a life lost. Tomorrow
there will be more. The day after that,
even more.

What is wrong with us?

Can not we see where we are headed?
We stand on the eve of destruction and
don’t know it. We are going to destroy
ourselves.

Mr. Speaker, we have the power to do
something about this. We cannot allow
constitutional carry, meaning just get
a gun and not have to take any sort of
test. You don’t have to prove that you
are a person who can manage this level
of lethality. You can buy a gun because
you have the money to buy it. Then
only God knows what you will do with
it.

I am not contending that I know the
history of these two persons. That is
not it. But I am saying to you that if
we don’t get a handle on what we are
doing with this level of lethality by
placing these weapons in the hands of
people willy-nilly, we are going to see
more of this. It can be your child next.

Do not assume that it cannot happen
to you. It can be your daughter. These
were the children of somebody, and
they deserve life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.

I am totally, completely, and abso-
lutely antithetical to this notion of
constitutional carry, where you can
just buy a gun because you have the
money to buy it. We ought to have red
flag laws in this country. We ought to
be able to decide whether or not we are
going to allow people to have lethality
that can, at a moment’s notice, take
tens of lives.

Gun manufacturers ought to be held
accountable for placing this level of
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lethality within the communities. At
some point, gun manufacturers are
going to lose this immunity they have
to being held accountable. The Con-
gress never should have given it to
them.

This is a sad day in the history of
this country. Two people—it doesn’t
matter about their color—two people
were shot because they happened to be
in the wrong place in the presence of
persons with lethality.

————
CELEBRATING FAITH MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, this week, we are observing
the second annual celebration of Faith
Month.

Concerned Women for America and
other sponsors are encouraging legisla-
tors across our country to give public
display of our personal faith freely and
openly. What a great exercise this is.

Of course, even though there is a dan-
gerous trend today to discourage the
display or depiction of the exercise of
our faith in the public square—cer-
tainly, there is a move to keep religion
out of politics and to rigidly enforce
the so-called separation of church and
state—the Founders of this country
would have certainly supported our ef-
forts here today.

Indeed, this common misunder-
standing about the separation con-
cept—and it is an important one—is
one that is useful for us to address. I
think today is a good day to do it. In
fact, it is one of my favorite subjects.
It is a topic that I have debated and
written and taught university courses
on for about 25 years, about a quarter
of a century. For two of those decades,
I was in the courts defending religious
freedom cases. I learned during that
time that I really believe that this is
among the most misunderstood sub-
jects in our entire culture.

You see, most people today who in-
sist upon a rigid separation of church
and state are unaware that that phrase
derives not from the Constitution
itself, of course, but from a personal
letter that Thomas Jefferson wrote to
the Danbury Baptist Association in
1802. He explained that because ‘‘reli-
gion is a matter which lies solely be-
tween man and his God,” the language
of the First Amendment is a vital safe-
guard of our ‘‘rights of conscience.”

Jefferson said he revered ‘‘that act of
the whole American people which de-
clared that their legislature should
‘make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof,” thus building a
wall of separation between church and
state.”

That is what he wrote in his letter to
the Danbury Baptists, but Jefferson
clearly did not mean that metaphorical
wall was to Kkeep religion from influ-
encing issues of civil government. To
the contrary, it was meant to keep the
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Federal Government from impeding
the religious practice of citizens.

The Founders wanted to protect the
church from an encroaching state, not
the other way around. The majority of
the Founders, having personally wit-
nessed the abuses of the Church of Eng-
land, were determined to prevent the
official establishment of any single na-
tional denomination or religion.

Of course, we know that, but here is
the point. They very deliberately listed
religious liberty, the free exercise of
religion, as the first freedom protected
in the Bill of Rights because—here is
the key—they wanted everyone to free-
ly live out their faith as that would en-
sure a robust presence of moral virtue
in the public square and the free mar-
ketplace of ideas.

Volumes written on this topic can be
summarized probably best and most
concisely by reference to the senti-
ments of our first two Presidents.

In his historic Farewell Address,
President George Washington, of
course, famously said: ‘“Of all the dis-
positions and habits which lead to po-
litical prosperity, religion and moral-
ity are indispensable supports.”’

Our second President, John Adams,
came next, and he said: ‘““‘Our Constitu-
tion was made only for a moral and re-
ligious people. It is wholly inadequate
to the government of any other.”

What these two Founders and their
fellow patriots all understood from his-
tory was that there are many impor-
tant rules and practices that can help
build and sustain a healthy republic,
but the key and essential foundation of
a system of government like ours must
be a common commitment among the
citizenry to the principles of religion
and morality.

The Founders acknowledged in the
Declaration the self-evident truths
that all men are created equal and that
God gives all men the same inalienable
rights. However, they knew that in
order to maintain a ‘‘government of
the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple,” as Lincoln later articulated, in
‘“‘this nation, under God,” those in-
alienable rights must be exercised in a
responsible manner.

They thus believed in liberty that is
legitimately constrained by a common
sense of morality and a healthy fear of
the creator who granted all men our
rights.

The Founders understood that all
men are fallen and that power cor-
rupts. They also knew that no amount
of institutional checks and balances
and decentralization of power in civil
authorities would be sufficient to
maintain a just government if the men
in charge had no fear of eternal judg-
ment by a power higher than their
temporal institutions.

A free society and a healthy republic
depend upon religious and moral virtue
because those convictions in the minds
and hearts of the people make it pos-
sible to preserve their essential free-
doms by emphasizing and inspiring in-
dividual responsibility and self-sac-
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rifice and the dignity of hard work, the
rule of law, civility, patriotism, the
value of family and community, and
the sanctity of every single human life.

They knew that this would be impor-
tant, and without these virtues indis-
pensably supported by religion and mo-
rality, every nation would ultimately
fail.

Inscribed on the third panel of the
Jefferson Memorial here in Washington
is a sobering reminder to every Amer-
ican. It says: ‘““‘God who gave us life
gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a
nation be secure when we have re-
moved a conviction that these liberties
are the gift of God?”’

This a great time to preserve our
faith. We can never back down. I thank
the Concerned Women for America.

————

CHOOSE PROTECTING OUR TRANS
CHILDREN OVER POLITICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in opposition to H.R.
734, a bill that chooses politics over
protecting our children, specifically
our trans children.

With all the challenges we are facing
as a country, with all the challenges so
many working and middle-class fami-
lies are facing, it is astonishing that
we are here debating legislation that
seeks to target our children.

I intentionally say ‘‘our children’’ be-
cause I do believe as legislators we
should be concerned about every child
in America, whether they live in a red
or blue State, urban or rural commu-
nity, and however they choose to iden-
tify.

Yet, Republicans, not just in this
body but in legislatures across the
country, have set their mark on trans
children. When we speak of trans chil-
dren, by most estimates, we are talk-
ing about 300,000 people in a country of
331 million, and even fewer who partici-
pate in school sports.

Just think about that. With all the
power bestowed upon us, upon this au-
gust institution, Republicans are
choosing to use that might to prevent
trans children from participating in
sports. They do so instead of working
with Democrats to provide tangible so-
lutions to the challenges that so many
Americans are facing.

Why are we not voting today to make
permanent the expanded child tax cred-
it, which lifted 2.9 million children out
of poverty?

Why are we not voting today on leg-
islation that would make pre-K avail-
able to all families and, in doing so, al-
leviate one of the most significant bur-
dens that working parents face each
and every day?

Why are Republicans not focusing on
these issues, debating and voting on
real change for the majority of Amer-
ican families?

This week, Republicans will con-
stantly talk about protecting our chil-
dren, yet they won’t work to solve the
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gun violence epidemic that we have in
our country, an epidemic that con-
tinues to be a stain on each and every
one of us.

We have to acknowledge the com-
plete absurdity that Republicans are
more comfortable sending their chil-
dren to school to participate in active
shooter trainings than they are having
their children play alongside a trans
teammate.

The leading cause of death of chil-
dren in this country, in our country, is
gun violence. Yet, Republicans are here
trying to prevent trans children from
participating in sports.

The GOP’s title of this bill is Protec-
tion of Women and Girls in Sports Act
of 2023, but have we not asked our-
selves about the children that this bill
seeks to target? Who is protecting
them?

When will we remember that we show
our true strength by concerning our-
selves with the most vulnerable
amongst us?

We are supposed to be the ones who
are guided by President Lincoln’s en-
couragement to have faith that right
makes might. Being on the side of
those who others seek to marginalize is
the right side of history and shows true
strength.

Mr. Speaker, on the topic of
strength, let me be clear about one
thing. Every single trans individual in
this country who continues to be their
true and authentic self in the face of
constant bigotry and hate has more
strength and courage than anyone who
chooses to vote for this bill.

As the Book of John reminds us: “‘If
anyone has material possessions and
sees a brother or sister in need but has
no pity on them, how can the love of
God be in that person? Dear children,
let us not love with words or speech
but with actions and in truth.”

As a father, I know that the single
greatest gift that we can give our chil-
dren is the love, support, and encour-
agement they need to be the truest and
most authentic versions of who they
are because we as adults know that
this life is hard and that giving our
kids that support is the least we can
do.

Instead of trying to make life just a
little easier, especially for those indi-
viduals who have found the bravery to
be open about who they are, Repub-
licans are trying to put out their inner
light by making them feel different, by
ostracizing them from their peers.

As I have said before and will say so
long as it needs to be said, I love every
single trans individual in this country
because they are my brothers, my sis-

ters, my neighbors, and my fellow
Americans.
This bill is wrong. Targeting the

trans community is wrong, and I won’t
stand for it.

Mr. Speaker, I am a ‘‘no” on H.R. 734,
and I urge my colleagues to do the
same.
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CONGRATULATING THE 2023 GRAD-
UATING CLASS OF THE COLLEGE
OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE AT
TOURO UNIVERSITY NEVADA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
SPARTZ). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Mrs. LEE) for 5
minutes.

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 2023
graduating class of the College of Os-
teopathic Medicine at Touro Univer-
sity Nevada.

This week is National Osteopathic
Medicine Week, and I cannot think of a
better way to celebrate than by high-
lighting the incredible success of our
future doctors of osteopathic medicine.

Not only did these graduates achieve
a 100 percent residency match rate, but
I am also proud to say that 50 of them
will be staying in Nevada where they
will help fill critical healthcare needs
in our State by helping combat our
dire shortage of physicians.

Nevada ranks 48th in the Nation in
doctors per capita. These future
healthcare providers will fill in the
gaps across our healthcare system from
family medicine and pediatrics to
emergency medicine, neurology, and
psychiatry.

Too many Nevadans in rural and un-
derserved communities do not have ac-
cess to specialists in their area, which
significantly restricts their ability to
access healthcare services.

I am so proud that these doctors will
be filling those critical needs, and I
congratulate Touro University.

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

NEVADA AIR NATIONAL GUARD

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the Nevada
Air National Guard for their 75 years of
service to Nevada and the entire coun-
try.

In that time, our servicemembers
have supported national security, com-
bat operations, and humanitarian ef-
forts across the globe.

The Nevada Air National Guard
began as a small fighter squadron com-
prised of World War II-era P-51 Mus-
tangs. Its units have since evolved: fly-
ing in the Korean war, aerial recon-
naissance throughout the Cold War,
and numerous deployments to Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

Here at home, the Nevada Air Na-
tional Guard has also carried out sig-
nificant humanitarian operations such
as Operation Haylift, a daring supply
drop to farmers and miners trapped by
winter storms in 1948.

Today, the Nevada Air National
Guard is perhaps best known for its
continued use of our military’s work-
horse, the C-130, which, among other
impressive capabilities, has been rou-
tinely deployed for firefighting oper-
ations with the U.S. Forest Service.

In 2021 alone, the Nevada Air Na-
tional Guard made 331 flights, dropping
more than 8 million pounds of fire re-
tardant to help contain wildfires, pre-
serve our public lands, and save lives.
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Looking ahead, I look forward to
working with the Nevada Air National
Guard on their priorities, including a
well-deserved upgrade to their fleet of
C-130s, as they take on an even better
75 years ahead.

From Carson City to Reno and the
232nd Combat Training Squadron at
Nellis Air Force Base, I again thank
everyone who has made Nevada Air Na-
tional Guard strong for the past 75
years. Our State and country are safer
because of it.

RESTRICTING ABORTION

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to speak about the
frightening recent developments con-
cerning the personal freedoms of mil-
lions of Americans.

A single judge in Texas has dramati-
cally restricted decades-long access to
safe and effective abortion medication
in all 50 States.

Anti-choice extremists have made it
clear that this is not the end. They did
not stop at overturning Roe v. Wade.
They will not stop at preventing
women from accessing FDA-approved
medications like mifepristone.

They have made it clear about their
intention to restrict control and ban a
woman’s right to choose with Federal
legislation. From the courts to Con-
gress, a woman’s right to choose is
under attack. We will not be intimi-
dated, and I am doing everything in my
power to stop this.

My home State of Nevada, where vot-
ers decided by a 2-to-1 margin in 1990 to
protect a woman’s right to choose and
just last fall voted to reject the ex-
tremist politicians leading this crusade
to ban abortion nationwide, has made
it clear where it stands.

I have made it clear that I am here to
represent my district and my State.

Last week, I joined hundreds of my
pro-choice colleagues in signing on to
an amicus brief that has been filed
with the Supreme Court, asking the
Court to reverse the Texas judge’s rad-
ical decision.

I am not giving up and neither should
you. I support choice. The majority of
Nevadans support choice. The majority
of Americans support choice.

It is time for Congress and the courts
to do the same.

———

ISSUES OF CONCERN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I am
the only Democrat Congressperson
from Tennessee, so in some ways I rep-
resent the entire State on issues of
concern to Democrats and people of
progress.

Tennessee and New York, unfortu-
nately, have been shameful in their
conduct recently in the way they re-
late to government and in the lack of
the way they relate to meaningful gun
reform to protect our citizens from
mass shootings.

In Tennessee there was the Tennessee
Three. Three legislators who went to
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the well to protest the fact that after a
murder, a terrorist act killing six citi-
zens at the Covenant Presbyterian
Church, there was no response from the
supermajority Republicans in the gen-
eral assembly, nor at the time from the
Republican Governor.

They went to the well, while the gal-
leries were full of people protesting the
lax gun reform laws or gun laws in
Tennessee, to protest and say, we
should have some gun laws to protect
our children and to protect people all
over our country who are victims of
mass shootings.

They expelled two of the members
and tried to expel three for simply rais-
ing an issue that otherwise would not
be raised by a supermajority and that
was favored by a majority of the people
in Tennessee by far—red flag laws.

No more weapons of war should be
sold, the weapons that people used to
do mass shootings at Covenant Pres-
byterian Church; in Louisville, at the
bank; and almost everywhere where
there are mass shootings in this coun-
try.

That was shameful for the Tennessee
General Assembly to try to expel three
and to expel two, and not to take up
gun reform.

Governor Lee later took up gun re-
form and said he was for red flag laws,
but a red flag law was proposed this
week, and it didn’t even get a motion
or a second.

In New York, the House Judiciary
Committee adjourned to New York, a
recess there, to have a hearing yester-
day allegedly concerning a State offi-
cial, the DA, Mr. Bragg, and his record
that they call pro-crime and anti-vic-
tim.

What they really went to New York
to do was to act as Donald Trump’s
public relations firm and defense firm,
something the United States Congress
is not empowered to do for any indi-
vidual. They are not empowered to go
into another jurisdiction where fed-
eralization laws say that the States
have their own prosecutors, and the
Federal Government is not supposed to
go in and ask for information that they
can then give to the defense, and at-
tack Mr. Bragg.

The facts were well-pointed out that
New York is a safe city, and safer than
most of the major cities in Mr. JOR-
DAN’s State of Ohio. They attacked Mr.
Bragg and said he was supported by
George Soros.

What does that have in common with
Tennessee?

The people they went after were mi-
norities.

Mr. Bragg, the first African-Amer-
ican-elected DA in the borough of Man-
hattan and in Tennessee the two
youngest members of the general as-
sembly who happened to be African
American, a minority group by far in
Tennessee and the Tennessee General
Assembly.

They accused Mr. Bragg of being sup-
ported by George Soros, which he was.
We know that is a trope for anti-Semi-
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tism. They go after a minority reli-
gion, a minority DA, and try to appeal
to their base and try to help Donald
Trump. That is shameful, as well.

Shame on the Judiciary Committee
of this House. Shame on the General
Assembly of Tennessee.

Do your job. Protect your citizens.
Pass meaningful laws to restrict weap-
ons of war and impose red flag laws, so
we can stop people from committing
crimes—mass murders in this country,
which have become too commonplace.
Let’s uplift our political dialogue to
where we don’t attack minorities to
get away with obfuscating our real pur-
pose, which is supporting Donald
Trump, who committed two of the
worst crimes in this country: one, try-
ing to steal the 2020 election and tell-
ing people it was a steal, fraudulently,
and getting campaign contributions;
and, two, in 2016—if Mr. Bragg is
right—covering up payments to a porn
star to win the 2016 election illegally.

Madam Speaker, the worst crime in
New York was 9/11. Then there was the
Central Park Five. Five Black youths
who were alleged and convicted of kill-
ing a jogger in Central Park. This was
back, I think, in the 20th century.

Mr. Trump took out full-page news-
paper ads in three papers and said all of
those five should get the death penalty.
They got sentences, they didn’t get the
death penalty. Later they were exoner-
ated, and it was shown that somebody
else committed the crimes—but not
after they spent 41 years in prison, an
average of 8 years a piece, and not after
the State had to pay $41 million for
their time in prison.

Did Donald Trump apologize?

No, he doesn’t apologize. Shameful.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 56
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Today, most merciful God, we re-
member those 6 million Jews and other
minorities who cried to You, fearing
that in the face of the horrendous
genocide of the Holocaust, You had for-
saken them. For years You seemed so
far from saving them, so distant from
their cries of anguish.

Yet, amidst the horrific experiences,
the heartbreak of innocent lives lost,
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the threat of torture and cruel suf-
fering, nevertheless, they held fast to
You and to their Jewish faith. They did
not disavow their divine heritage, even
in the face of death. Even now, as the
Jewish community recites Kaddish for
the generations lost, they proclaim
their belief in the Sun even when it
isn’t shining.

Use this annual commemoration to
inspire in us such faith in the face of
adversity, but at the same time remind
us, warn us, how seductive is the desire
for power, how natural the inclination
toward hate, how insidious the culpa-
bility of apathy. Lead us not into the
hands of our enemies, neither allow us
to perpetuate or ignore the injustice to
our neighbor.

Remind us that You will not forsake
Your people. You will not hide Your
face from us, for in You do we find
strength to live justly. In You do we
find reason to live rightly.

In Your most holy and merciful
name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. BALDERSON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BALDERSON led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

PROTECTING WOMEN AND GIRLS’
SPORTS

(Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today as a former fe-
male athlete, mother of two daughters
who are athletes, lifelong runner, and
former coach of girls’ sports teams.
This week we will vote on a bill to pro-
tect women and girls’ sports. I led a
similar bill in the Virginia Senate and
look forward to supporting this meas-
ure in the U.S. House.

I feel passionately about this issue
and want to convey how important it is
to protect women’s sports for future
generations.
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This bill is not about discriminating
against any group of people, but rather
protecting the benefits of allowing bio-
logical girls to push themselves and
bond over a shared physical goal. Al-
lowing women to excel in a physical ac-
tivity promotes teamwork, sportsman-
ship, and self-confidence. Women’s
sports offer opportunities for young
girls to discover their strengths and
teach them that hard work pays off.

Title IX protected these opportuni-
ties and allowed young women in this
country to compete and win in fair
fields of play. Biological men and
women are physically different and
should be respected for those dif-
ferences.

Failing to acknowledge these dif-
ferences takes away opportunities for
girls and women to succeed on the
playing field. We cannot allow this to
happen.

I am proud to support the Protection
of Women and Girls in Sports Act, and
I strongly urge all of my colleagues to
do the same.

————

GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPOR-
TUNITY TO CORRECT A MISTAKE

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise and I rise today, again,
in the name of liberty and justice for
all. More specifically, liberty and jus-
tice for Ralph Yarl and Kaylin Gillis as
promised in our Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Speaker, earlier today in making
a floor speech concerning these two
persons who were victims of gun vio-
lence, I incorrectly indicated that both
lost their lives.

Miraculously, Mr. Yarl did not lose
his life for which I am grateful and for
which I want to make the RECORD
clear. I want people to know that if I
make a mistake, I am going to correct
my mistake in the same venue where 1
made it. I made a mistake, and I am
grateful that I have had the oppor-
tunity to correct it.

————

A BALANCED BUDGET AMEND-
MENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

(Mr. YAKYM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of legislation I am introducing
today: A balanced budget amendment
to the U.S. Constitution. This is the
first bill I am introducing as a Member
of Congress, and it is because I believe
we need to get our fiscal house in order
as it is the issue of our time.

For the first time ever, we risk pass-
ing off to our kids and grandkids a
country with fewer opportunities and
less freedoms than the ones we inher-
ited, and our out-of-control debt is the
reason why.

What was a problem a decade ago is
quickly becoming a full-blown crisis.
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We didn’t get into this mess because
anyone thinks that the path that we
are on is sustainable. We got here be-
cause Congress has lacked the political
will to do anything about it. That is
why we need to fundamentally reform
how this place operates in order to get
the outcomes that Americans deserve.

States across America are required
to balance their books. In Indiana, we
make responsible spending choices and
exercise fiscal discipline every single
day. It is high time we brought that
same Hoosier common sense to Wash-
ington, and a balanced budget amend-
ment is the way to do it.

I encourage my colleagues to support
my legislation and join me in the fight
to restore fiscal responsibility.

————————

UNSAFE CONDITIONS FOR POSTAL
WORKERS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, day in and day out, our dedi-
cated letter carriers and postal work-
ers deliver to America for America, but
processing and delivering the mail
should never leave these workers
stranded, threatened, or at risk of los-
ing their lives.

However, that is what appears to
have happened during a massive winter
storm that hit Buffalo and western
New York in December. After numer-
ous personal accounts of unsafe condi-
tions for postal employees, we are call-
ing on the Office of Inspector General
in coordination with the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration to
investigate.

Weather emergencies happen, espe-
cially in Buffalo in the wintertime. We
need a clear process to protect Amer-
ica’s postal workers when they do.

———

100 DAYS OF VICTORIES

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, last fall the
American people voted for a Repub-
lican-led House majority to reverse
course from the failures of the Pelosi-
led House of the 117th Congress.

In just the first 100 days, House Re-
publicans have kept our promises by
passing the Parents Bill of Rights and
the REIN IN Inflation Act, repealing
funding for Biden’s IRS army, and
unleashing American energy with H.R.
1, while preserving our SPR and pro-
tecting it from China.

We have also restored the people’s
House back to its rightful owners and
ensured our colleagues show up for
work by ending proxy voting, held the
government accountable, defended life,
and forced the President to end the
COVID National Emergency once and
for all.

As a catalyst for these results and
continued victories, we have secured
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the most transparent, open, and Mem-
ber-driven rules package in the House’s
history.

Change has come to the people’s
House, and it is here to stay.

———————

CONFRONTING AN UNPRECE-
DENTED FOOD SECURITY CRISIS

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, the
world is confronting an unprecedented
food security crisis. The World Food
Program reports that a record 349 mil-
lion people across 79 countries face
acute food insecurity.

The COVID-19 pandemic flattened
economies, fractured supply chains,
and caused huge spikes in inflation.
Then came Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, one of the world’s most im-
portant breadbaskets.

During Global Child Nutrition
Month, I am not just hopeful that
tackling these challenges is possible; I
am confident that we can. That is be-
cause the U.S. Government, our farm-
ers, and NGOs have responded to the
crisis with historic investments, ex-
panding global food, nutrition, and ag-
ricultural programs, including Food
For Peace, McGovern-Dole, Feed the
Future, USAID’s nutrition, maternal
and child health programs, and the Bill
Emerson Humanitarian Trust.

Mr. Speaker, it is easy to turn on the
news and become overwhelmed, but the
U.S. has not only been ready to provide
support to those who are hungry, we
have been at the forefront. Each of
these proven programs deserves our
support, and I call upon my colleagues
to increase funding for these programs
in the annual appropriations bills.
There are lives in the balance. We can
end hunger now.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DELAWARE
COUNTY SHERIFF RUSS MARTIN

(Mr. BALDERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise to pay tribute to my dear
friend, Delaware County Sheriff Russ
Martin, who officially retired this
week from his post as Delaware County
Sheriff after nearly 34 years of dedi-
cated public service in law enforce-
ment.

Sheriff Martin first began his career
in law enforcement as a dispatcher
while attending Bowling Green State
University. He later became a police
officer for the city of Delaware and
then served 8 years as the city’s chief
of police.

In 2012, he was first appointed to the
Delaware County Sheriff. As Delaware
County Sheriff, he added police body
cameras, restored the department’s
cold case unit, and advocated for life-
saving equipment to empower citizens
and to support first responders.
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Fitting for a man who teaches
courses on leadership and ethics, Sher-
iff Martin’s own legacy is one marked
by compassion, integrity, and devotion.

On behalf of Ohio’s 12th Congres-
sional District, I wish Sheriff Martin
the very best as he embarks on new ad-
ventures, alongside his loving family as
a grandfather, father, husband, volun-
teer, and champion for law enforce-
ment.

——————

HONORING FRAM VIRJEE AND HIS
WIFE ON THEIR RETIREMENT

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Cal State Fullerton’s
president Fram Virjee and his spouse
and partner of 37 years, Julie. I con-
gratulate both of them on their upcom-
ing retirement after more than 5 years
at Cal State Fullerton.

As president of Cal State Fullerton,
the largest university today in Cali-
fornia, Fram and his great partner,
Julie, have been part of the Titan com-
munity. Under both their leaderships,
Cal State Fullerton is today the larg-
est university in California and is num-
ber one in graduating women in Cali-
fornia. Today, Cal State Fullerton is
the number four best bang for your
buck university in the United States.

Before coming to Cal State Ful-
lerton, Fram served as executive vice
chancellor, general counsel, and sec-
retary to the board of trustees of the
Cal State University system. Before
coming to Cal State University, Fram
was a partner at O’Melveny and Myers.

Fram and Julie are involved in a lot
of nonprofits, and they both founded
and have supported the Yambi Rwanda,
a nonprofit dedicated to improving the
lives of Rwandans.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate, Presi-
dent Fram Virjee and Julie on their re-
tirement. I am sure it is not going to
be their retirement. As a Cal State
Fullerton alumnus, I am proud to con-
sider them both very good friends. Go
Titans.

————

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY
2023

(Mr. KEAN of New Jersey asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Yom HaShoah, a
solemn day where people of all faiths
have come together to honor the over 6
million Jews who lost their lives dur-
ing the Holocaust.

Today, we remember the atrocities
committed by Nazi Germany and reaf-
firm our commitment to never forget
the lessons of one of the darkest chap-
ters in human history.

It is also a day to recognize the sur-
vivors who have borne witness to the
horrors of genocide and have shown us
the strength of the human spirit in the
face of unimaginable evil.
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It is our responsibility to ensure that
future generations learn the lessons of
the Holocaust. We must teach our chil-
dren a full and accurate history so that
these acts of hate and intolerance
never happen again.

As we observe Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, let’s honor the memory of
those who perished, celebrate the resil-
ience of those who survived, and re-
commit ourselves to creating a world
where hate and intolerance have no
place.
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PROTECTING AMERICANS’ RIGHT
TO LIFE

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, we
have now concluded 100 days of Con-
gress, yet my colleagues across the
aisle continue to prioritize political
grievances and political theater at the
cost of the American people. Many are
more concerned about policing wom-
en’s and girls’ bodies than they are
about protecting the lives of all Amer-
ican citizens.

The recent attempt to deny women
access to FDA-approved medication be-
cause of its use in medical abortions is
yet another attack on Americans’ per-
sonal freedom.

This week H.R. 734 coming to the
floor is a threat to young girls across
this Nation and their right to privacy.
The GOP claims that they are taking
action to protect our children, yet they
fail to address one of the greatest
threats to our children: gun violence.

This weekend, in my home of the Vir-
gin Islands, gun violence riddled our
streets, taking the lives of young peo-
ple in a place that does not manufac-
ture guns and has strict gun laws. Most
of the guns that are confiscated in
these actions are brought in illegally
from places that do not have strict gun
laws.

Instead of pursuing an agenda aimed
at violating Americans’ rights, please,
let’s work on protecting Americans’
right to life outside the womb. I
strongly urge my Republican col-
leagues to reevaluate their priorities
for the sake of the American people.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
CHARLES VERNON PARKER

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life of Charles
Vernon Parker of Austin, Texas,
known as Charlie to his friends and
family.

Over the last three decades, Charlie
Parker has been a leader in the busi-
ness community, construction, real es-
tate, and many other areas. Charlie’s
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companies have completed massive
projects across the United States, pro-
viding jobs and opportunities to dozens
of Americans.

Beyond Charlie’s vast accomplish-
ments in the business world, he has
been one of our Nation’s greatest advo-
cates and leaders in the area of drug
and alcohol addiction recovery.

As a person in long-term recovery,
Charlie has been clean and sober since
1984. In the three decades since, he has
traveled the world with his wife and
best friend, Katie, as one of the most
sought-after addiction recovery moti-
vational speakers.

To date, thousands of men across the
world attribute their freedom from ad-
diction to Charlie Parker.

Charlie Parker served on the board of
directors of Austin Recovery and was a
large benefactor of dozens of charitable
organizations and an active member of
his Christian church.

Recently diagnosed with a terminal
illness, Mr. Parker is spending his final
chapter still actively working with the
men he mentors and being a force for
God and a force for good every day in
our Nation, as well as spending time
with his loved ones: his daughters,
Sadie and Grace; his grandchildren;
and his loving wife, Katie.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing
me to commemorate the life of Charles
Vernon Parker.

Thank you, Charlie, for a life well
lived.

CONGRATULATING
WOODBRIDGE HIGH
JROTC ROBOTICS TEAM

(Ms. SPANBERGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Woodbridge
High School JROTC robotics team,
which is competing in the JROTC Na-
tional Championship in Dallas.

In its very first year of existence,
this team has already earned an invita-
tion to compete against teams across
the country. After a season of climbing
the rankings, quickly learning about
the skills needed to win, and placing in
statewide competitions, their hard
work has paid off.

Woodbridge High’s team is the only
JROTC VEX robotics team in the en-
tire Commonwealth. Today, they are
not only making Woodbridge proud,
they are making all Virginians proud.

These Virginia cadets overcame the
odds. Their determination, their inno-
vation, and their ability to rise above
adversity make them fierce competi-
tors, and it puts them on a pathway to
success as future leaders of our com-
munities, our Commonwealth, and our
country.

These results are a testament to Vir-
ginia’s JROTC students, their instruc-
tors, and their parents.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Vi-
kings and wish them the best of luck at
nationals.

THE
SCHOOL
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SYRA-
CUSE UNIVERSITY PROJECT AD-
VANCE

(Mr. WILLIAMS of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, 50 years ago, Syracuse Uni-
versity made a commitment to high
school students to help prepare them
for college. It also made a commitment
to educators to help them continue to
grow in their profession, and it made a
commitment to the education commu-
nity as a whole to continue important
research.

The Syracuse University Project Ad-
vance is an enhanced concurrent en-
rollment project that is serving over
200 other partner schools. It has helped
more than 750 educators become Syra-
cuse University adjuncts.

We celebrate 50 years of the Syracuse
University Project Advance program
today. As a supporter of choice in edu-
cation, I applaud SU for their contin-
ued efforts locally to provide programs
that give students access to the tools
necessary for their careers and prepare
them for college.

The Syracuse University Project Ad-
vance increases dialogue between a
major local university and our local
high schools. It offers innovative
courses, and it allows students the op-
tion to stay local and be prepared for
the next chapters in their lives right in
their hometowns.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
MILES ISBELL

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
honor the memory of Miles Isbell.
Today would have been Miles’ 12th
birthday.

At the age of 9, Miles was diagnosed
with brain cancer. While undergoing
treatment, he refused to stop living his
life to the fullest extent possible. He
stayed active in school while under-
going treatment. He became a real-life
trouper and outspoken candidate for
cancer research while, in one night,
raising $3 million for a brain cancer re-
search facility.

Last September, the players on the
San Francisco Giants baseball team
wore pediatric cancer bracelets in
Miles’ honor. They brought him to sev-
eral games, and he was able to meet
several of the team’s star players.

Miles had a tenacity that few of us
could match. Despite the difficulty of
his diagnosis and treatments, he never
once uttered the word ‘‘cancer.” In-
deed, this hat says: ‘““‘Smiles for Miles.”’

Sadly, he passed away on October 21,
2022. The mark he left behind is indel-
ible. He touched many lives. He showed
everyone around him what courage and
strength in the face of darkness looks
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like. May we honor his memory and re-
member his bravery.

Miles is now resting peacefully in the
arms of the Lord. We in northern Cali-
fornia mourn his passing. He will be
missed every day. I can think of no bet-
ter person to honor on this floor.

——
THE SUCCESS OF HOUSE
REPUBLICANS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, I was grateful to
join Speaker KEVIN MCCARTHY and
other Republican colleagues in address-
ing the media to mark the first 100
days of the House majority and to
present success with the Commitment
to America. This includes a strong
economy, a nation that is safe, a future
built on freedom, and an accountable
government.

Highlights so far include defunding
Joe Biden’s army of 87,000 IRS agents,
eliminating the military vaccine man-
date, establishing the bipartisan com-
mittee to strengthen America against
the Chinese Communist Party, pro-
tecting America’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, passing the Parents Bill of
Rights Act, and also passing the Lower
Energy Costs Act.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years, as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America.

America supports the people of Rus-
sia oppressed by war criminal Putin, as
we see by the persecution of Vladimir
Kara-Murza, who, as has been exposed
by today’s Washington Post, is fighting
for a free Russia. We shall remember
Vladimir Kara-Murza.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 734, PROTECTION OF
WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SPORTS
ACT OF 2023, AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.J.
RES. 42, DISAPPROVING THE AC-
TION OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA COUNCIL IN APPROVING
THE COMPREHENSIVE POLICING
AND JUSTICE REFORM AMEND-
MENT ACT OF 2022

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 298 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 298

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 734) to amend
the Education Amendments of 1972 to pro-
vide that for purposes of determining com-
pliance with title IX of such Act in athletics,
sex shall be recognized based solely on a per-
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son’s reproductive biology and genetics at
birth. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Education and
the Workforce or their respective designees.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce now
printed in the bill, it shall be in order to con-
sider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule an
amendment in the nature of a substitute
consisting of the text of Rules Committee
Print 118-3. That amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as read. All
points of order against that amendment in
the nature of a substitute are waived. No
amendment to that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be in order except
those printed in the report of the Committee
on Rules accompanying this resolution. Each
such amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 42) disapproving
the action of the District of Columbia Coun-
cil in approving the Comprehensive Policing
and Justice Reform Amendment Act of 2022.
All points of order against consideration of
the joint resolution are waived. The joint
resolution shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the
joint resolution are waived. The joint resolu-
tion shall be debatable for one hour equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability or their re-
spective designees. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the joint
resolution to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit (if otherwise in order).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNN of Florida). The gentlewoman
from Indiana is recognized for 1 hour.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New Mexico (Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 298 provides for consider-
ation of two measures, H.R. 734 and
H.J. Res. 42.

The rule provides for H.R. 734, the
Protection of Women and Girls in
Sports Act, to be considered under a
structured rule, with 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Education and the
Workforce or their designees, and pro-
vides for one motion to recommit.

The rule also provides for consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 42, disapproving the
action of the District of Columbia
Council in approving the Comprehen-
sive Policing and Justice Reform
Amendment Act of 2022, under a closed
rule, with 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Account-
ability or their designees.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
rule and in support of the underlying
pieces of legislation.

The Protection of Women and Girls
in Sports Act would reaffirm the prin-
ciple of fairness in opportunity within
Title IX by specifying that sex shall be
recognized based solely on a person’s
reproductive biology and genetics at
birth.
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Mr. Speaker, I am going to say some-
thing I never thought I would have to
say on the House floor, in Congress, or
anywhere for that matter, but here it
is: women and men are different. That
is not meant to be controversial, mean-
spirited, outlandish, or anything other
than the factual statement that it is.

Perhaps I can be more specific, Mr.
Speaker. Women and men are phys-
ically different. Women and men have
different physical characteristics, and
that is okay. That is why Title IX ex-
ists: to ensure that despite these dif-
ferences, women and men have the
same opportunities.

Saying women and men are different
does not lack empathy for people who
struggle with their identity. However,
because some people struggle with
their identity should not and does not
change facts.

Speaking of the facts, I would be re-
miss if I did not include some for the
House to consider, specifically in the
context of athletics, one study coming
from the Duke University School of
Law’s Center for Sports Law and Pol-
icy. They note the various differences
between male and female athletes leads
to a 10 to 12 percent performance gap
between the sexes in athletic competi-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to submit for the RECORD the re-
sults of this study.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

COMPARING ATHLETIC PERFORMANCES: THE

BEST ELITE WOMEN TO BOYS AND MEN

(Doriane Lambelet Coleman and Wickliffe
Shreve)

If you know sport, you know this beyond a
reasonable doubt: there is an average 10-12
percent performance gap between elite males
and elite females. The gap is smaller be-
tween elite females and non-elite males, but
it’s still insurmountable and that’s ulti-
mately what matters. Translating these sta-
tistics into real world results, we see, for ex-
ample, that:

Just in the single year 2017, Olympic,
World, and U.S. Champion Tori Bowie’s 100
meters lifetime best of 10.78 was beaten 15,000
times by men and boys. (Yes, that’s the right
number of zeros.)

The same is true of Olympic, World, and
U.S. Champion Allyson Felix’s 400 meters
lifetime best of 49.26. Just in the single year
2017, men and boys around the world out-
performed her more than 15,000 times.

This differential isn’t the result of boys
and men having a male identity, more re-
sources, better training, or superior dis-
cipline. It’s Dbecause they have an
androgenized body.

The results make clear that sex determines
win share. Female athletes—here defined as
athletes with ovaries instead of testes and
testosterone (T) levels capable of being pro-
duced by the female, non-androgenized
body—are not competitive for the win
against males—here defined as athletes with
testes and T levels in the male range. The
lowest end of the male range is three times
higher than the highest end of the female
range. Consistent with females’ far lower T
levels, the female range is also very narrow,
while the male range is broad.

These biological differences explain the
male and female secondary sex characteris-
tics which develop during puberty and have
lifelong effects, including those most impor-
tant for success in sport: categorically dif-
ferent strength, speed, and endurance. There
is no other physical, cultural, or socio-
economic trait as important as testes for
sports purposes.

The number of men and boys beating the
world’s best women in the 100 and 400 meters
is far from the exception. It’s the rule. To
demonstrate this, we compared the top wom-
en’s results to the boys’ and men’s results
across multiple standard track and field
events, just for the single year 2017. Our data
are drawn from the International Associa-
tion of Athletics Federations (IAAF) website
which provides complete, worldwide results
for individuals and events, including on an
annual and an all-time basis.

We have limited the analysis to those
events where a direct performance compari-
son could be made. For instance, we included
the 100 meters because both males and fe-
males compete over exactly the same dis-
tance; but we excluded the shot put because
males and females use a differently weighted
shot.

As surprising as those numbers may be to
many people, the comparison is staggering
when we count the number of times males
outperformed the best female’s result in
each event in 2017.

Not only did hundreds and thousands of
males outperform the best results of the
elite females, they did so thousands and tens
of thousands of times. (Yes, again, that’s the
right number of zeros.)

QUESTIONS ABOUT SEX IN SPORT AND SPORTS
POLICIES

These data and comparisons explain why

competitive sport has traditionally sepa-
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rated biological males (people with male
bodies) from biological females (people with
female bodies), and also why legal measures
like Title IX in the United States require in-
stitutions to set aside and protect separate
and equal funding, facilities, and opportuni-
ties for women and girls.

Still, society is being pushed in this period
to reconsider both importance of separate
sport compared to other values, and the way
the girls’ and women’s category is protected.
As a result, the conversation includes four
general categories of policy options:

1. Keeping girls’ and/or women’s sport only
for females.

2. Keeping the two categories but allowing
males to compete in girls’ and women’s
events (a) where they identify as girls and
women, and/or (b) because they want the op-
portunity for some other reason, e.g., they
are swimmers and their high school has a
girls’ but not a boys’ swim team.

3. Keeping the two categories but allowing
males to compete in girls’ and women’s
events only if they identify as such and they
transition their testosterone levels to within
the female—ovarian—range.

4. Erasing the categories—no divisions by
“male’” and ‘‘female” however these are de-
fined—and featuring only ‘‘open’’ sports and
events where everyone competes together, or
else in sports and events based on different
classifications like height or weight.

Our goal in developing and presenting the
data and comparisons is to provide some of
the facts necessary to evaluate these options
and to help answer the overarching question:
what would happen if we stopped classifying
athletes on the basis of sex or else allowed
exceptions to that rule? More specifically,
we hope that the data and comparisons are
useful as people think about the following
questions:

How important is sport,
events, and goals?

Should societies and sports governing au-
thorities continue to be committed to equal
sports events and opportunities for boys and
girls, men and women?

Are there good reasons to ensure that bio-
logical females (people with female bodies)
are included and visible in competitive sport,
and if so, does it matter how they are visi-
ble? For example, is it enough that they are
given an opportunity to participate at some
point in development sport, or is it impor-
tant that they are competitive for the win so
that we see them in championships and on
the podium?

In general, the goals of the identity move-
ment are to ensure that people who are trans
and intersex are fully and equally included
in society’s important institutions on the
basis of their identity, not their (reproduc-
tive) biology. In cases of conflict between
the goals of the identity movement and
sports’ traditional goals for girls’ and wom-
en’s sport, what should our priority be: equal
opportunity in sport for girls and women or
the ability of each individual to participate
in sports on their own terms?

Should our priorities depend on the sport-
ing context, for example, is or should the pri-
ority be different in elementary school, jun-
ior high school, high school, college, and pro-
fessional sport?

If we want to have it all—to respect every-
one’s gender identity and still to support
girls’ and women’s sport by making a place
for athletes with female bodies in competi-
tion—what’s the best way forward? What’s
the best compromise position? Ultimately,
this is the most important question for
sports policymakers in this period.

A. Is it acceptable to include everyone but
still to classify on the basis of sex, like we do
already on the basis of weight in wrestling
and boxing? For example, could the Olympic

its particular
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Committee have required Bruce Jenner—be-
fore he became Caitlyn and transitioned
physically—to compete as a man in the
men’s decathlon?

B. Would it have been more or less accept-
able to have required Jenner to compete in
the men’s decathlon, but not to prescribe
how she expresses her identity as a woman?

C. If Jenner before her physical transition
had wanted to compete in the women’s
heptathlon, would it have been acceptable
for the Olympic Committee to have required
her first to transition physically, at least
her testosterone levels, so that—although
she would still be competing with a lot of de-
veloped male traits useful for athletics—all
competitors would compete on equal footing
in terms of steroid levels?

D. If none of these options strikes the right
balance between the two important com-
peting interests, is there another option that
does?

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, now we
will hear that this bill is a distraction
or that it does nothing to address
school safety issues, but I couldn’t dis-
agree more.

We have seen women, strong women,
women like Riley Gaines, speak to the
real harm female athletes experience
from the issues we are discussing
today. For those who don’t know, Riley
is a former college competitive swim-
mer—just like my own girls at home
who are swimmers.

I had the chance to speak with Riley
just last week. She shared stories on
how this problem has been branded on
the left as taking away inclusiveness,
when in reality it is taking away op-
portunities from our female athletes.
Women are becoming collateral dam-
age.

Riley told me stories about her com-
petitor, a Dbiological male, sharing
locker rooms and showers with team-
mates. She told me how a year later
one teammate who was quiet at the
time wrote letters to her about how
the experience still traumatizes her.

Riley also shared a story of how when
that same biological male competitor
won, she was asked to step away from
the medal podium photo. The sport she
loved had been reduced to a photo op.
That is not progress. It is quite the op-
posite.

Riley reminded me that her story is
not unique. In fact, I have a list pro-
vided by Concerned Women for Amer-
ica where they documented over 100 in-
stances of women needing the type of
protection that H.R. 734 would provide.

So what do we know after all of this
debate?

We know that women and girls like
Riley have to face legitimate safety
and privacy concerns associated with
sharing locker rooms with competitors
of the opposite sex. Women and girls
have to face physical safety concerns.

For example, there is a story of a bio-
logical male in North Carolina partici-
pating in women’s volleyball. This bio-
logical male spiked the ball so force-
fully into the face of a female compet-
itor that he seriously injured the
young girl and caused lasting damage
to her.

There is the story of Tamikka
Brents, an MMA fighter, who had her
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skull fractured and a concussion within
2 minutes of fighting a transitioned
fighter, Fallon Fox.

Women and girls have to face the
lack of a level playing field and stolen
opportunities that come with it. As
Riley speaks so eloquently about, the
fact is that these biological men steal
championships and associated opportu-
nities from women. She would know.

Prior to transitioning, Lia Thomas,
her competitor, was ranking in the
mid-500s in the men’s competition.
After transitioning and competing
against biological women, Lia Thomas
finished first.

If this does not illustrate the unfair-
ness of allowing biological males to
compete in women’s sports, I don’t
know what will.

These women are Olympians and col-
lege all-Americans.

We also have to face the fact that bi-
ological men competing in sports
meant for women and girls has the ef-
fect of discouraging them. These sports
that are meant for women and girls
and having to compete against men, is
discouraging.

Now they must face the inherent un-
fairness of competing against biologi-
cal men.

We know that sports participation
has incredibly positive benefits for par-
ticipants, both from a physical and
also from a mental health perspective.

Since this phenomenon of biological
men participating in women’s sports is
relatively new, it is a problem that will
only continue to get worse if we don’t
act to stand up on their behalf.

Speaking of problems that will get
worse if we don’t act, I want to turn
now to H.J. Res. 42. This resolution
would disapprove of the District of Co-
lumbia Council’s Comprehensive Polic-
ing and Justice Reform Amendment
Act of 2022.

Plain and simple, H.J. Res.
about backing the blue.

In January of this year, the D.C.
Council passed the Comprehensive Po-
licing and Justice Amendment Reform
Act, effectively making the job of our
police officers even harder. Mayor Bow-
ser declined to sign or veto it, which
allowed it to continue in the process
ultimately reaching here, the Congress,
for disapproval.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to submit for the record four let-
ters of support for H.J. Res. 42 dis-
approving of the D.C. Council’s deci-
sion.

One letter is from the National Fra-
ternal Order of Police. One letter is
from the National Association of Po-
lice Organizations. One letter is from
the United States Capitol Police Labor
Committee. Finally, one letter is from
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s attor-
ney general.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.
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NATIONAL FRATERNAL
ORDER OF POLICE,
Washington, DC, 28 March 2023.

Hon. KEVIN O. MCCARTHY,

Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Hon. STEVEN J. SCALISE,

Majority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Hon. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES,

Minority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Hon. KATHERINE M. CLARK,

Minority Whip, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER AND REPRESENTATIVES
JEFFRIES, SCALISE, AND CLARK: I am writing
on behalf of the members of the Fraternal
Order of Police to advise you of our support
for H.J. Res. 42, a resolution disapproving
the adoption of the Comprehensive Policing
and Justice Reform Amendment Act
(CPJRAA) by the Washington, D.C. City
Council. On January 19, 2023, the D.C. Coun-
cil enacted the CPJRAA without the signa-
ture of Mayor Muriel E. Bowser.

The Fraternal Order of Police is the union
that represents the men and women of the
Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Police De-
partment (MPD). These officers have made it
clear to us and to the residents of the city
that the CPJRAA would negatively impact
the department’s officers and the safety of
the public in the District of Columbia. The
D.C. Council seeks to strip MPD officers of
their right to bargain collectively with the
city over disciplinary procedures—a right
which all other public employees have. The
legislative action also repeals the require-
ment that the MPD commence discipline
against their officers within 90 business
days, which will result in abusively long dis-
ciplinary investigations that violate the
Constitutional rights of these officers. The
PCJRRA also provides for the disclosure of
disciplinary records which will include per-
sonally identifiable information—placing
these officers in jeopardy.

Irresponsible legislative actions like this
contribute to the recruitment and retention
crisis in the District and around the nation.
In the last three years, the MPD has lost
1,191 officers—nearly one-third of the depart-
ment. Of these, 40 percent were resigna-
tions—men and women who just walked
away from their law enforcement careers in
the District of Columbia. We believe that
this type of attrition is directly attributable
to the appalling way these officers have been
treated by the City Council.

We urge the House to adopt H.J. Res 42 and
disapprove of the PCJRAA.

On behalf of the more than 364,000 members
of the Fraternal Order of Police, we strongly
urge all Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to support and pass H.J. Res. 42
to protect the safety of the public in Wash-
ington, D.C. and the rights of the officers
that keep the District safe. If I can provide
any additional information in support of this
resolution, please do not hesitate to contact
me or Executive Director Jim Pasco in our
Washington, D.C. office.

Sincerely,
PATRICK YOES,
National President.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
POLICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC.,
Alexandria, VA, March 30, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER MCCARTHY AND MINORITY

LEADER JEFFRIES: On behalf of the National
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Association of Police Organizations (NAPO)
and the over 241,000 sworn law enforcement
officers we represent across the country, I
am writing to advise you of our concerns
with the Comprehensive Policing and Justice
Reform Amendment Act (CPJRAA) that was
enacted by the Council of the District of Co-
lumbia on January 19, 2023, and our subse-
quent support for H.J. Res. 42.

The CPJRAA will negatively impact the
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) and
the City it serves. The underlying message of
this act is that law enforcement officers can-
not be trusted. It strips the men and women
of the MPD of their right to bargain over ac-
countability or disciplinary issues. This cre-
ates substandard collective bargaining rights
for the officers, setting them apart from
their fellow public servants in the District,
who are allowed to bargain over disciplinary
issues.

Further, the CPJRAA undermines officers’
Constitutional rights, including the right to
due process, a right we give to all citizens.
This is incredibly concerning. Without
guidelines and procedures to protect officers’
due process, officers are too often subjected
to the whim of their departments or local
politics during internal investigations and
administrative hearings. The CPJRAA also
violates officers’ right to privacy by dis-
closing officer disciplinary records, without
regard to personal identifiable information,
which risks putting officers and their fami-
lies in harm’s way.

NAPO is concerned the CPJRAA will exac-
erbate the current hiring and retention crisis
the MPD is facing. With the City Council not
respecting or trusting the officers who serve
and protect their citizens, it will hinder re-
cruitment and impact officer morale. There-
fore, we support H.J. Res. 42, disapproving of
the CPJRAA. If we can provide any assist-
ance, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM J. JOHNSON, EsQ.,
Executive Director.
UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE
LABOR COMMITTEE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES: On behalf of the United States Cap-
itol Police Labor Committee, I am writing
you urgently asking your support for the
new House Resolution, set to disapprove the
Comprehensive Policing Amendment Act of
2022, with special attention to Subsection P.

The officers and members of the Capitol
Police Labor Committee and the DC Police
Union both fully support removing any form
of physical neck restraints and the expan-
sion of the mandatory training with rules to
prevent the hiring of previously fired bad
cops.

But we must ask you to intervene and send
this bad bill back to the DC City Council, as
the whole of the bill is untenable and dan-
gerous. Subtitle P is especially concerning
for Capitol Police in the wake of the January
6th insurrection. While certainly drafted by
the DC Council with good intentions, Sub-
title P would have likely forced much of our
backup and support to arrive to the scene of
the insurrection without riot gear or appro-
priate less-lethal options for their safety, or
ours. The language of the act is too wide, un-
clear, and dangerous to our ability to protect
peace in the District and at the United
States Capitol.

Additionally, as the President of a labor
organization and a believer in the rights of
collective bargaining, I must ask you as an
ally of labor to look closely at Subtitle L.
Subtitle L in the act would strip certain
rights of collectively bargain away from one
class of employee within the District, deny-
ing them rights that make up the foundation
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of the labor movement. Fair and transparent
investigations, discipline, and appeal are
necessary and just matters of collective bar-
gaining. They’'re mandatory sectors of public
section employee relations and clear rights
of collective bargaining. This threat to col-
lective bargaining is a dangerous pandora’s
box and I must ask for your help.

The Comprehensive Policing and Justice
Act of 2022 must be sent back to the D. C.
City Council so these issues can be reviewed,
negotiated, and resolved. Congress has the
right and responsibility to take action here
to prevent these dangerous subtitles from be-
coming law, threatening our safety and
stripping away the rights of labor.

GREGG PEMBERTON,
Chairman, DC Police
Union.
GUS PAPATHANASIOU,
Chairman, FOP-USCP
Union.
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Richmond, VA, April 6, 2023.
Hon. MURIEL BOWSER,
Washington, DC.
Hon. PHIL MENDELSON,
Hon. KENYAN R. MCDUFFIE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MAYOR BOWSER AND CITY COUNCIL
MEMBERS: It has become painfully apparent
that Washington, D.C., can protect neither
its residents nor the thousands of Virginians
who commute daily to the city for work or
entertainment. As the chief law enforcement
officer for the Commonwealth of Virginia, I
feel responsible for the safety of all 8.642 mil-
lion Virginians.

Unfortunately, due to the proximity of our
communities, D.C.’s crime problem has be-
come Virginia’s crime problem.

I refuse to stand by quietly as you con-
tinue to deny, reject, and refuse to address
your very prevalent crime spike that is im-
pacting D.C. residents and its visitors and
commuters. Your unwillingness to enforce
your laws and hold violent offenders respon-
sible puts your residents and mine at risk.

Over the weekend, Christy Bautista, an in-
nocent young woman from Virginia, was
murdered in the supposed safety of her hotel
room less than an hour after checking in to
attend a concert in your city. A Capitol Hill
staffer was brutally attacked in broad day-
light. Over the summer, a young Arlington
woman was harassed on the metro, and
countless Virginians have been murdered in
D.C. over the last three years, including
Aaron Bourne, Kenithy Manns, Christian Ga-
briel Monje, and Ahmad Clark.

Yet, D.C. Council Chairman Mendelson re-
cently denied that D.C. had a crime crisis.
According to the Metropolitan Police De-
partment, D.C. has seen two consecutive
years of over 200 homicides—a distinction
the city hasn’t reached in nearly two dec-
ades. In addition, carjackings have been
steadily rising for the last five years. Homi-
cides in Washington, D.C., have increased by
31 percent since this time last year, sexual
assault increased by 84 percent, and motor
vehicle theft has increased by 107 percent. In
general, crime in 2023 has risen by 23 percent.

Washington, D.C., is dealing with a crime
explosion. Actions speak louder than words—
and the only actionable items taken by
Washington D.C. leadership have been ways
to lessen criminal penalties, further fos-
tering an environment for criminal activity.
There is no deterrent for illegal behavior in
Washington, D.C., as these repeat offenders
know they will either not be charged or let
back on the streets in no time.

That’s why we lost Christy Bautista. D.C.’s
lenient policies and perspectives are respon-
sible for her murderer’s release when he
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should have been in custody. An innocent
woman lost her life to someone who should
have been in jail.

Her murder is a tragedy that should have
never happened.

To Kkeep our communities safe—Wash-
ington D.C. and Northern Virginia—we need
to work together to address the issue of ris-
ing crime. But that means acknowledging it
is a problem and committing to finding a so-
lution rather than sweeping it under the rug.

Our nation’s Capital should be a beacon of
hope and freedom for the entire world, not
known as a place where attending a concert
can end one’s life. I urge the city’s leadership
to address the scourge of violent crime that
is growing more intolerable by the day.

Sincerely,
JASON S. MIYARES.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, it is
this last letter from Virginia’s attor-
ney general that makes an important
point. I am quoting directly from the
letter, ‘‘Unfortunately, due to the
proximity of our communities, D.C.’s
crime problem has become Virginia’s
crime problem.”

What happens in the Nation’s Capital
certainly has consequences for our
neighboring communities, but I would
also argue that it has consequences
across the country. The decisions made
here often affect decisions around the
country and in other major cities.

Therefore, we must think carefully
when we review legislation that would
allow outside groups to target indi-
vidual officers and make it more dif-
ficult for those officers to do their jobs.
We certainly don’t want that to catch
on.

D.C., as of this month compared to
last year, has had total crime rise 23
percent, seen homicides increase by 31
percent, and sexual abuse crimes rise a
staggering 84 percent.

Why we would be trying to imple-
ment measures alienating law enforce-
ment officers is beyond me. We should
be doing everything we can to show law
enforcement officers that we stand
with them, especially in areas where
crime is on the rise and out of control.
We should make it easier, not harder,
for them to do their jobs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this rule, our female athletes,
and police officers here in the Nation’s
Capital and around the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from Indiana for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today we consider a
rule for two bills that do not address
the most pressing issues in our coun-
try. Over the last 2 weeks in New Mex-
ico, I spent my time in my beautiful,
large district in classrooms, meeting
with healthcare providers, learning
from Tribal leaders, and talking to stu-
dents and their parents.

They shared their worries about poor
access to healthcare, about affordable
housing, their worries about whether
we were going to target Social Secu-
rity and Medicare in this House.
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They talked to me about the epi-
demic of gun violence. Let’s talk about
that epidemic. There have been at least
145 mass shootings so far this year.
More kids die from gun violence than
from any other cause. Americans want
Congress to pass meaningful gun safety
laws so our kids can be safe and cared
for in our schools.

What are we getting out of the Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee?

We are getting book banning and now
sports banning. You know what? Books
and sports don’t kill kids, guns do.

I have behind me here just some of
the names of the many children who
have died in their classrooms and in
their schools.

Parents are scared. Students are ter-
rified of being killed at school, a place
where they should be safe and ready to
learn. Kids should be able to go to a
16th birthday party and come home
again.

But the bills this rule makes in order
won’t fix the scourge of gun violence in
this country. While kids are dying from
gun violence, the answer from the
House Republican majority is to bully
trans girls with H.R. 734 and undermine
D.C.’s local laws. That is not okay.

Today, I stand in strong solidarity
with some of the most vulnerable stu-
dents in our schools, trans girls. Trans
kids deserve to be understood. They de-
serve to be loved. They deserve an op-
portunity to play on a team and make
friends.

Today, the Republican majority has
brought up yet another bill that is
meant to divide us and to get people
angry and upset over things that are
not key to whether they can have what
they want their kids to accomplish in
school.

H.R. 5, which the Republican major-
ity passed in March, was about banning
books. H.R. 734, which we are debating
this week, is about bullying kids.

The problem is this: When you bully
these kids it can lead to their death. I
am worried that this bill will lead to
rising suicide rates among the most
vulnerable kids in our schools.

Studies have proven that when we
welcome trans kids with compassion
and kindness they are less likely to at-
tempt suicide.

Studies have shown that the problem
isn’t whether a kid is trans or not, it is
are they accepted? At a time when
trans kids face alarming rates of be-
havioral and mental health issues and
53 percent of trans kids have consid-
ered suicide, my colleagues have cho-
sen to use fear to score political points.

Mr. Speaker, 1 in 26 American Kkin-
dergartners won’t live to adulthood.
Imagine that. Imagine going into a
kindergarten class, like I did several
times in my district, looking out at
that class and thinking, which one of
those precious children will not make
it to adulthood?

That is the issue we should be ad-
dressing, both gun violence and ad-
dressing behavioral and mental health,
and providing the resources that they
need.
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You know what? The rate of children
not making it is twice as much for His-
panics and over three times as much
for Black students.

Do we go after that in this bill?

No, we don’t.

Sports and books are what H.R. 734
goes after, not guns and violence.

There is already a mechanism in
place to address the fairness in playing
sports that has been raised on the
other side of the aisle. There is already
a way of addressing those distinctions
in playing sports. The NCAA and Olym-
pics put these in place decades ago.

The Olympics already has a manual
for what you should do, and it was done
in 2003.

Here in the United States we already
have something done by the NCAA.
The NCAA adopted a student athlete
participation policy that will cover the
concerns that some people may have.

Women in sports, I will tell you—
they say they are doing this for
women.

Guess what? Women in sports who
compete, they don’t want this bill.
They understand it is not about sports
but about making people angry.

We have the statements of women’s
rights and gender justice organizations
in support of full and equal access to
participation in athletics for
transgender people, and it is signed by
numerous women’s sports organiza-
tions. One after another they have
lined up to say, no, this bill is bad for
women in sports.

You know what? I want to make sure
here in Congress that we lead with
compassion. We are all human. We all
have within our families, within our
communities, people who are lesbian,
who are gay, who are trans, who are
many, many different aspects of who
they are, who they actually are and au-
thentically are.

Why are you willing to sacrifice
those beautiful kids of ours? Why? I
just don’t understand it.

You know what? Trans kids deserve
to live.

The rule also makes in order H.dJ.
Res. 42, which disapproves of the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s Comprehensive Po-
lice and Justice Reform Amendment
Act. The D.C. Council, elected by D.C.
residents, passed this bill through
democratic process.

D.C., just like those in Kentucky and
other local jurisdictions—it is the local
jurisdictions which should have the
right to enact laws through their
democratic process without congres-
sional interference.

We should not be having congres-
sional interference into local matters,
like protecting our citizens and like
having a police force that is respon-
sible to those citizens.

0 1245

Just because Congress can intervene
in D.C. affairs, doesn’t mean that it
should.

The D.C. reform bill includes many of
the reforms that both Republican and
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Democratic States and localities have
passed, things like banning choke
holds, things like using body cameras.
That is available in red districts, in red
States, in red cities, and in blue cities.
In New Mexico we have those things.

So let’s stop interfering in D.C.’s af-
fairs. Let’s put forward legislation in
contrast that addresses the needs of all
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the rule, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats have had
ample opportunities to work with Re-
publicans during the 117th Congress on
bills that protect students in schools,
including H.R. 7966, the STOP II Act,
sponsored by Representative RICHARD
HuDsON of North Carolina, that would
have increased funding for school re-
source officers and mental health guid-
ance counselors and would have pro-
vided Federal grants for better secur-
ing our schools; and H.R. 7942, the Se-
curing Our Students Act, sponsored by
Representative BURGESS Owens of
Utah, that would have allowed school
district to use unspent COVID-19 emer-
gency relief funds to improve school
buildings and strengthen security.

Unfortunately, the Democrat then-
majority blocked these bills from com-
ing to the House floor.

In addition, the House recently
passed H.R. 5 which includes provisions
ensuring the rights of parents to be in-
formed about violent incidents in
school and ensuring that school boards
cannot censor the voices of parents
who are expressing concerns about any
such violent incidents.

This is not about bullying kids. It is
about fairness. It is about standing up
for biological women and girls when no
one on the left seems to care about
that.

Our colleagues across the aisle have
even said it is okay for biological
males to share locker rooms and show-
ers with biological females even if they
don’t consent.

If supposed groups that support
women oppose this bill, then they don’t
