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for his outstanding service to our coun-
try as we celebrate his 100th birthday.

———

CONGRATULATING KRISTY
GRIFFIS ARNOLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Kristy
Griffis Arnold on her appointment to
the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and
Research Board by the USDA.

Kristy has been involved with farm-
ing and agriculture her entire life. She
was born into a farming family, grow-
ing up on her family’s 465-acre farm
which has been passed down through
multiple generations. It was on her
family farm that she learned the tools
of the trade related to cattle farming.

In addition to her recent appoint-
ment, Kristy has also been awarded the
Georgia Producer of the Year Award in
2010 by the Georgia Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation.

In 2012, Kristy and her family won
the 2012 Wayne County Farm Family of
the Year Award. In 2014, they won the
Georgia Beef Quality Assurance Award.

Kristy has proven time and time
again that not only is she one of the
most accomplished and knowledgeable
farmers in the district, but she is also
one of the best in the country.

Kristy’s expertise in agriculture
speaks for itself, and I believe she will
be an excellent addition to the Cattle-
men’s Beef Promotion and Research
Board.

CALLING ON THE FDA TO REVERSE RESTRICTIONS
ON ALZHEIMER'S TREATMENTS

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to stand with the 6.7
million Americans who are living with
Alzheimer’s disease, their family mem-
bers, and their caregivers.

One in three seniors dies of Alz-
heimer’s or a form of dementia. These
are our sisters, our brothers, our moth-
ers, our fathers, our neighbors, our fel-
low Americans, who are living with
this heartbreaking disease.

Thanks to bipartisan efforts in Con-
gress, we have made great progress ad-
vancing research on Alzheimer’s and
dementia, providing hope to families
struggling with this tragic disease.

However, the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services recently de-
clined to cover an entire class of FDA-
approved Alzheimer’s treatments for
Medicare patients. This has signifi-
cantly reduced access to care for our
most vulnerable patients with no other
options to treat the disease.

Unfortunately, this administration
continues to put patients last and this
decision of restricting Medicare cov-
erage of FDA-approved Alzheimer’s
treatment is just the latest example.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
calling on this administration to re-
verse this restrictive decision and pro-
vide those living with Alzheimer’s ac-
cess to FDA-approved treatments.

To all the patients, families, and
caregivers out there who are struggling
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with Alzheimer’s, I stand with them,
and I will continue to fight for them.

CONGRATULATING THE CAMDEN COUNTY HIGH

SCHOOL WRESTLING TEAM

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the
Camden County High School wrestling
team on their ninth consecutive State
championship.

It seems like winning a State cham-
pionship is just part of the yearly rou-
tine for the wrestlers at Camden Coun-
ty, but it was not always that way.
When Coach Jess Wilder took over the
program in 2006, the school had not
won a State championship since 1984.
Some even called Camden the land of
no chance, in reference to its State
title aspirations.

Coach Wilder and the wrestlers of
Camden County did not let that dis-
courage them, and after 2 years of hard
work and determination, Camden
County won a State championship in
2008. The team took championships
home in both 2012 and 2015. Their 2015
win marked the beginning of a yearly
State championship run that still con-
tinues today.

I congratulate the team and Coach
Wilder on their hard work and deter-
mination. They continue to make their
school and the First District proud.
CONGRATULATING INGA CASHON AND BRITTANY

NEARHOOF

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Inga
Cashon and Brittany Nearhoof for
being recognized as 2024 Georgia Teach-
er of the Year finalists.

State school superintendent Richard
Woods, who surprised the finalists with
their selection throughout the month
of March, said each one of them is a
shining example of the profession. I
could not agree more.

Inga Cashon is a science, technology,
engineering, and math teacher at
North Tattnall Middle School. In 2020,
she received the Georgia STEM Schol-
ar Award for her efforts to integrate ef-
fective STEM education in the class-
room.

Brittany Nearhoof is an art teacher
at McAllister Elementary School in
Bryan County in the First District. She
is also a leadership team member and
chair of the Fine Arts Night Com-
mittee.

I congratulate Inga and Brittany for
their hard work and their dedication to
their students. They are very deserving
of this honor.

———

RAISING THE AGE TO PURCHASE
SEMIAUTOMATIC CENTERFIRE
RIFLES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. IVEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce the Raise the Age Act.

This bill would protect the public by
raising the minimum age to purchase
semiautomatic centerfire rifles to 21
years old. Currently, the buyer only
needs to be 18 years old, even though
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the minimum age to purchase a hand-
gun from a dealer with a Federal li-
cense is 21 years old.

The Raise the Age Act would apply
the 21-year-old minimum age standard
to buyers of semiautomatic centerfire
rifles just as it applies to buyers of
handguns.

Imagine the agony that Alexandria
Rubio’s parents felt last May when
they learned that their 10-year-old
daughter’s life was cut short at Robb
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas.

On that horrific day, 21 beautiful
spirits were stolen from us: 19 precious
young children and 2 beloved, dedicated
teachers.

The halls of the grade school were
forever robbed of their innocence due
to the gruesome actions committed by
an 18-year-old who used a semiauto-
matic weapon that he purchased short-
ly after his 18th birthday.

On May 14th, 2022, 53-year-old Andre
Mackneil went to the Tops grocery
store in Buffalo, New York, to purchase
a birthday cake for his grandson. He
never returned home for his grandson’s
birthday due to the heinous acts of an
18-year-old mass shooter with an as-
sault weapon.

That 18-year-old ended the lives of 10
innocent souls that day. Had a 21-year-
old age requirement been in place, that
18-year-old shooter would not have
been able to legally purchase that fire-
arm just a few months earlier and the
tragedy and trauma that occurred that
day might have been avoided.

Some of the most horrific and heart-
breaking mass shootings in our history
were committed by 18-, 19-, and 20-year-
olds using assault weapons, including
the massacres at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Connecticut,
in 2012; at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida, in
2018; and at Columbine High School in
Colorado in 1999.

According to CNN, in November of
2022, up to that point, at least 3,179 peo-
ple had been shot in mass shootings,
resulting in 637 deaths and more than
2,500 people wounded. Already in 2023,
there have been more than 170 mass
shootings.

Some of my colleagues insist on
choosing the Second Amendment over
second graders. They insist on banning
books in schools instead of banning as-
sault weapons in schools. They talk
about the weaponization of our govern-
ment, but they are silent when actual
weapons are used to lay waste to our
schoolchildren.
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Instead of supporting commonsense
reforms to address our country’s gun
epidemic, some Members offer bills
that would make the problem even
worse, such as eliminating the ATF,
the lead Federal law enforcement agen-
cy that fights against gun violence.

Time and time again, our commu-
nities are devastated by these mass
killings. Some politicians send
thoughts and prayers, but we should all
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