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nuclear program and begin a sub-
stantive denuclearization process. 

I once again urge North Korea to 
cease its provocations and take the 
right path. Korea, with the U.S., will 
continue to work for North Korea’s 
denuclearization. 

North Korea’s obsession with nuclear 
weapons and missiles is throwing its 
population into a severe economic cri-
sis and human rights abuses. 

We must raise global awareness of 
the dire human rights situation in 
North Korea. We must not shy away 
from our duty to promote freedom for 
North Koreans. 

Last month, my government pub-
lished a report on North Korean human 
rights. We released it to the public for 
the first time. 

The report documents a wide range of 
abuses in North Korea. It is based on 
the testimonies of 508 North Korean de-
fectors collected over the past 5 years. 
It records many cases of serious viola-
tions of international norms such as 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and other human rights agree-
ments. 

Unspeakable and horrendous inci-
dents took place: men and women 
being shot and killed for violating 
COVID–19 prevention measures; some 
being publicly executed for watching 
and sharing South Korean shows; and 
people being shot in public for pos-
sessing the Bible and having faith. 

We need to raise awareness. We must 
inform the world of the gravity of 
North Korea’s human rights violations. 
I ask for your help in improving North 
Korea’s grim conditions. 

My friends, freedom and democracy 
are once again under threat. The war 
against Ukraine is a violation of inter-
national law. It is an attempt to uni-
laterally change the status quo with 
force. Korea strongly condemns the 
unprovoked armed attack against 
Ukraine. 

When North Korea invaded us in 1950, 
democracies came running to help us. 
We fought together and kept our free-
dom. The rest is history. 

Korea’s experience shows us just how 
important it is for democracies to up-
hold solidarity. Korea will stand in sol-
idarity with the free world. We will ac-
tively work to safeguard the freedom of 
the people of Ukraine and support their 
efforts in reconstruction. 

Honorable Members of Congress, so 
far six Korean Presidents spoke at this 
important Chamber. The first Korean 
President, Dr. Rhee Syngman, deliv-
ered his speech in 1954. After 35 years, 
in 1989, President Roh Tae-woo stand-
ing at this podium said the following: 

‘‘The nations of the Pacific have 
made open society and market econ-
omy the engines that drive the fastest 
growing region in the world. The Pa-
cific will become even more important 
to the U.S., and Korea will begin to 
contribute more to the prosperity and 
peace of the region. . . . I look forward 
to the day when some future Korean 
Presidents may be invited to address 

this distinguished assembly and de-
scribe the vision I spoke of today as an 
achievement fulfilled, not as tomor-
row’s hope.’’ 

President Roh’s vision has become a 
reality. 

We are currently living in the Indo- 
Pacific era. This region is home to 65 
percent of the global population and 62 
percent of the world GDP. It accounts 
for half of global maritime transpor-
tation. 

Last year, Korea announced its first 
comprehensive Indo-Pacific Strategy. 
Korea is committed to fostering a 
‘‘free, peaceful, and prosperous Indo- 
Pacific’’ based on inclusiveness, trust, 
and reciprocity. 

We will strengthen the rules-based 
order in the Indo-Pacific. We will take 
a comprehensive and multilayered ap-
proach in expanding cooperation with 
key partners. 

This also means that the stage for 
the alliance is expanding. 

Korea used to receive assistance from 
USAID. It is now sharing its experience 
with developing countries in partner-
ship with the U.S. Korea has greatly 
increased its ODA budget. It is pro-
viding tailored programs in tune with 
the needs of its partners. 

Yesterday, President Biden and I 
adopted a joint statement. It presents 
a vision of the ‘‘alliance in action to-
wards the future.’’ 

Together, our two countries will 
broaden our alliance. 

Together, we will lead in innovation 
beyond security and foreign policy. We 
will work closely on artificial intel-
ligence, quantum technology, bio-
science, and Open RAN. 

Our partnership in the cutting-edge 
semiconductor industry will contribute 
to establishing stable and resilient sup-
ply chains. It will also address eco-
nomic uncertainties. 

Together, we will open another new 
successful chapter. We will explore new 
frontiers in outer space and cyber-
space. 

Korea and the U.S. are the world’s 
top technological powers leading inno-
vation and creativity. Together, we 
will create a great synergy. 

Mr. Speaker, Madam Vice President, 
and Honorable Members of Congress, 
our alliance is an alliance of universal 
values. Freedom, human rights, and de-
mocracy are the very foundations of 
our bonds. 

Our alliance is for justice. 
Our alliance is for peace. 
Our alliance is for prosperity. 
Together, our alliance will continue 

to move towards the future. 
We will build the world of tomorrow 

that opens endless opportunities for 
our future generations. 

I look forward to everyone being on 
board for our new journey together. 

God bless you, God bless the United 
States of America, and may God bless 
our great alliance. 

Thank you. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 12 o’clock and 3 minutes p.m., His 

Excellency Yoon Suk Yeol, President 

of the Republic of Korea, accompanied 
by the committee of escort, retired 
from the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

The Acting Sergeant at Arms es-
corted the invited guests from the 
Chamber in the following order: 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps. 

f 

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the 
joint meeting having been completed, 
the Chair declares the joint meeting of 
the two Houses now dissolved. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the joint meeting of the two 
Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

f 

b 1230 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BUCSHON) at 12 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD 
DURING RECESS 

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the proceedings had 
during the recess be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT, PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 5(C) OF THE 
WAR POWERS RESOLUTION, TO 
REMOVE ALL UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES, OTHER THAN 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
ASSIGNED TO PROTECT THE 
UNITED STATES EMBASSY, 
FROM SOMALIA 

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to the order of the House of April 26, 
2023, I call up the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 30) directing the Presi-
dent, pursuant to section 5(c) of the 
War Powers Resolution, to remove all 
United States Armed Forces, other 
than United States Armed Forces as-
signed to protect the United States 
Embassy, from Somalia, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023, the concur-
rent resolution is considered read. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 30 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, pursuant to section 
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