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institution focused on strategic global develop-
ment consulting, effective community-based 
engagement, particularly, diaspora and private 
sector integration for sustainable growth and 
investment. 

Whereas, Dr. Magalie Emile-Backer has 
over 20 years experience conducting research 
in the biopharmaceutical industry and federal 
government. She is currently a Director in 
Vaccine Safety, at Moderna Therapeutics, 
supporting the manufacturers global health 
safety surveillance for the COVID–19 pan-
demic and global expansion of its innovative 
mRNA science portfolio. Prior to Moderna, 
Magalie has served as a biomedical research 
SME at NIH and supported the nation’s 
COVID–19 response within ASPR/HHS. 

Whereas, Dr. Emile-Backer holds a clinical 
doctorate from Howard University, Bachelors 
from Temple University and postdoctoral fel-
lowship training from Rutgers University, and 
Hoffman Laroche Pharmaceuticals, as well as, 
several certifications and publications in major 
scientific journals. Magalie serves on several 
community, scientific and county boards (e.g. 
Alexandria Commission on HIV, Myocarditis 
Advisory board and Fairfax Health systems). 

Please join me in congratulating Dr. Emile- 
Backer for her extensive work recognizing 
Caribbean Heritage Month. 
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Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Wheelersburg High School 
Softball Team on winning the 2023 Ohio High 
School Athletic Association Division III Softball 
State Championship. 

The Wheelersburg Pirates won their second 
straight state championship following a 6–0 
shutout victory over Indian Lake. The Pirates 
have posted an impressive 57–1 record over 
the past two seasons and a perfect 32–0 this 
season. Wheelersburg head coach Teresa 
Ruby remarked that she was ‘‘speechless’’ 
and so proud of how her team played this 
season. 

The Pirates broke the game open in the 3rd 
inning, scoring four runs, and Pitcher Andi Jo 
Howard took control after, recording two 
strikeouts and only allowing two hits in a shut-
out. 

I want to congratulate Coach Ruby and her 
players, including four of whom were named 
to the All-State team, on their amazing sea-
son. I look forward to watching them chase a 
three-peat next spring. 
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Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of my dear friend Al-
derwoman Scheketa Hart-Burns and to recog-

nize the important contributions she made to 
the City of Aurora, Illinois. 

Mrs. Scheketa Hart-Burns was born in Fort 
Meyers, Florida on December 1, 1954, and 
moved to the City of Aurora in 1978 making it 
her home and her community. She dedicated 
herself to improving the lives of residents in 
the city she loved. 

Alderwoman Hart-Burns is a history-making, 
award-winning elected official, community 
leader and mentor to many. She holds the dis-
tinction of being the first African American 
elected to Aurora City Council in 1991, origi-
nally in the 6th Ward. When the 7th Ward was 
added, she became its alderwoman. The ward 
is on the east side of Aurora, south of the Bur-
lington Northern Santa Fe railroad line. She 
was also appointed the first-ever African 
American Mayor pro term from 2016–2017. 

A stalwart figure in the community, Alder-
woman Hart-Burns spearheaded and served 
as a member and advisor to dozens of organi-
zations and initiatives for Ward 7 residents 
and the City of Aurora as a whole. 

Her ward and neighborhood initiatives in-
clude establishing a ward committee and sev-
eral apartment-complex resident councils, es-
tablishing community gardens, and hosting an-
nual holiday programs for Ward 7 commu-
nities. 

Citywide she started the annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. luncheon, started the effort to 
install commemorative street signs for promi-
nent Black residents, established the annual 
citywide Black History Program, hosted annual 
holiday musicals for food pantries, and made 
holiday dinners for senior citizens and dis-
abled persons. 

She was especially committed to helping 
Aurora’s children, founding many programs to 
help youth and their families. These include 
founding the Back-to-School Bash at Martin 
Luther King Park, which serves more than 
5,000 students, co-founding the annual Coats- 
for-Kids drive which provides winter coats, 
hats, and gloves to thousands of students, 
acting as founding advisor and Mother Emer-
itus of Boys II Men, Inc., mentoring Aurora 
University Students pursuing degrees in social 
work, and co-founding the City of Aurora’s 
STEAM Academy. 

Alderwoman Hart-Burns was also involved 
in organizations serving surrounding commu-
nities, including working as the Chairperson of 
the Circle of Wise Women for the Kane Coun-
ty Health Department and the Chairperson of 
Weed and Seed with the Kane County State’s 
Attorney’s Office. She was a Board member 
and Advisor of the Quad County Urban 
League for 33 years, a founding Advisor for 
the City’s African American Heritage Advisory 
Board, a member of the League of United 
Latin American Citizens, and a board member 
of the Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry and 
Childcare Center. 

Alderwoman Scheketa Hart-Burns had a 
strong faith and was an Evangelist Missionary 
at Greater Mount Olive Church of God In 
Christ. 

I am proud to represent Aurora, and I am 
grateful for the service and kindness Mrs. 
Scheketa Hart-Burns has shown over the 
years. Mrs. Scheketa Hart-Burns is an Aurora 
legend, and her commitment and contribution 
to the city will never be forgotten. I offer my 
condolences to her family and to the city for 
the loss of this trailblazer, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating my dear 
friend Scheketa Hall-Burns’ incredible life. 

RECOGNIZING KEVIN 
KLINKENBERG FOR TWO YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO THE NEW DEMO-
CRAT COALITION 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 30, 2023 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Kevin Klinkenberg for his incredible 
2 years of service to the New Democrat Coali-
tion as Senior Policy and Outreach Advisor. 

Under my tenure as Chair of the New 
Dems, Kevin was an invaluable member of the 
Coalition team, leading our work on health 
care, trade, and immigration. His unbridled 
commitment to expanding the reach and influ-
ence of the New Dems on these critical issues 
will continue to positively impact the work of 
the Coalition, and the well-being of the Amer-
ican people, for years to come. 

Kevin was key to growing the Coalition’s 
outreach initiatives, helping to foster strong re-
lationships with outside stakeholders. His ef-
forts strengthened our various initiatives and 
helped solidify our Coalition’s reputation as a 
group of pragmatic lawmakers who deliver re-
sults for our constituents. 

Beyond his exceptional contributions to the 
Coalition, Kevin has been a warm and helpful 
presence to all who have had the pleasure of 
working with him. While we will miss him dear-
ly, we could not be more excited for his next 
chapter as a Senior Advisor and Congres-
sional Liaison at the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
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CHAMPIONS 
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the Whitley County 
High School Colonel Baseball Team and 
Coach Jeremy Shope for winning the 2023 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association 
State Championship at the Kentucky Proud 
Park. 

The Colonels brought home the 13, Re-
gion’s-first-ever state baseball title, returning 
top honors to the mountains for the first time 
since 2001. Rising from defeat after a district 
championship loss, Whitley County closed out 
the season with an impressive 39–4 record, 
defeating LaRue County, South Warren, Hen-
derson County, and finally beating the Shelby 
County Rockets 2–1 to earn the state tour-
nament crown. Our mountain student athletes 
have a long-held legacy of competing with tre-
mendous grit, talent, and pride, and I am per-
sonally proud of their determination and tenac-
ity to show the entire state what our students 
are capable of achieving. 

When Coach Shope took over the helm of 
the baseball program in 2018, the Colonels 
had not made a tournament appearance since 
2005. The team has since improved by leaps 
and bounds, steam rolling past their oppo-
nents, winning the regional title in 2021 and 
2023, and sweeping the state tournament this 
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