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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 10, 2023. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JENNIFER 
A. KIGGANS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Almighty God, we are Your servants 
and children of our ancestors who 
served You in the days of their lives. 
As we pray to You, we remember all 
those who have gone before us, the 
forerunners of faith, our predecessors 
in service to this country, the martyrs 
of freedom, the forebears of our democ-
racy. 

As we muse on the sacrifices these 
men and women have made on our be-
half, and as we enjoy the liberties and 
privileges they afforded us, make us 
aware of the mantle of responsibility 
You have placed on our shoulders and 
call to our minds what You now expect 
of our generation. 

We place our offering before You this 
day, an offering of our bodies to the 
tasks You have assigned to us, an offer-
ing of our minds to the unique chal-
lenges we face in this day and age, an 
offering of our hearts to the needs of 
the people in our communities, and an 
offering of our whole selves to the com-
mitments necessary for the legacy we 
will leave behind. 

Hear our sincere desire to fulfill our 
vows to You, to live faithfully into the 

callings to which You have called us. 
May we stand with righteousness be-
fore the people whom You have com-
manded us to serve. 

We glorify You, O Lord, as we offer 
these prayers in Your name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution 
5, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution 
5, the House stands adjourned until 
noon tomorrow for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 36 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, July 11, 2023, at noon for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1366. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Operational Contract Support 
(OCS) Outside the United States [Docket ID: 

DOD-2020-OS-0015] (RIN: 0790-AK81) received 
June 27, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–1367. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Role of Supervisory Guidance [Docket No.: 
NCUA-2020-0098] (RIN: 3133-AF28) received 
June 27, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–1368. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Fees Paid by Federal Credit Unions (RIN: 
3133-AF24) received June 27, 2023, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

EC–1369. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Real Estate Appraisals (RIN: 3133-AE98) 
received July 27, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–1370. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s interim 
final rule — Temporary Regulatory Relief in 
Response to COVID-19-Prompt Corrective 
Action [NCUA-2021-0046] (RIN: 3133-AF19) re-
ceived June 27, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–1371. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Real Estate Appraisals (RIN: 3133-AF17) 
received June 27, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–1372. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s interim 
final rule — Temporary Regulatory Relief in 
Response to COVID-19-Prompt Corrective 
Action (RIN: 3133-AF19) received June 27, 
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Commitee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 3399. 
A bill to study the security of the Soo Locks 
and effects on the supply chain resulting 
from a malfunction or failure of the Soo 
Locks, and for other purposes (Rept. 118–133). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. MACE (for herself and Ms. POR-
TER): 

H.R. 4502. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to allow Federal agencies to es-
tablish educational requirements for certain 
cybersecurity positions in the competitive 
service, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Ms. MACE (for herself and Mr. CON-
NOLLY): 

H.R. 4503. A bill to amend the Artificial In-
telligence Training for the Acquisition 
Workforce Act to expand AI training within 
the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mr. GUTHRIE: 
H.R. 4504. A bill to direct the Assistant 

Secretary of Commerce for Communications 
and Information to take certain actions to 
improve the management of electromagnetic 
spectrum, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself and Ms. 
KUSTER): 

H.R. 4505. A bill to direct the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Communications 
and Information to develop a National Strat-
egy to Close the Digital Divide, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio: 
H.R. 4506. A bill to amend the National 

Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act to establish 
an interagency national security review 
process, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia (for himself 
and Mr. DESAULNIER): 

H.R. 4507. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
promote transparency in health coverage 
and reform pharmacy benefit management 
services with respect to group health plans, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, and Ways and Means, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. COURTNEY (for himself and 
Mrs. HOUCHIN): 

H.R. 4508. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
clarify and strengthen the application of cer-
tain employer-sponsored health plan disclo-
sure requirements; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Ms. FOXX (for herself and Mr. 
SCOTT of Virginia): 

H.R. 4509. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 

require group health plans and health insur-
ance issuers offering group health insurance 
coverage to only pay claims submitted by 
hospitals that have in place policies and pro-
cedures to ensure accurate billing practices, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. LATTA (for himself and Ms. 
MATSUI): 

H.R. 4510. A bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, to update the mission and 
functions of the agency, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mrs. CAMMACK: 
H.R. 4511. A bill to amend the National 

Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act to establish 
the Office of Public Safety Communications, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.R. 4512. A bill to amend the National 

Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act to establish a 
Digital Economy and Cybersecurity Board of 
Advisors, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GRIFFITH: 
H.R. 4513. A bill to amend the National 

Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act to establish a 
Commerce Spectrum Management Advisory 
Committee, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mrs. BICE: 
H.R. 4514. A bill to terminate the 

Disinformation Governance Board of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security. 

By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana (for him-
self, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. SEWELL, 
Mr. PAYNE, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. EVANS, Mr. DAVIS of North Caro-
lina, Mr. IVEY, and Mr. DAVID SCOTT 
of Georgia): 

H.R. 4515. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to award grants to institutions of 
higher education with an endowment lower 
than $900,000,000 and an annual operating 
revenue for athletic programs that is less 
than $20,000,000 to strengthen existing sports 
and athletic facilities at such institutions, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. CRENSHAW: 
H.R. 4516. A bill to amend the Public 

Health Service Act to provide for the inclu-
sion of a biological attribution strategy, and 
an early warning strategy and implementa-
tion plan, in the National Health Security 
Strategy, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAUL, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. WALTZ, 
Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. CAREY, 
Mr. ROUZER, Mr. BARR, Mrs. LESKO, 
Ms. TENNEY, and Mr. LAMALFA): 

H.R. 4517. A bill to require the Secretary of 
State to submit a plan for the reimburse-
ment of personal funds expended to evacuate 
American citizens, American lawful perma-
nent residents, and Afghan allies from Af-
ghanistan, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina (for 
himself, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, 
and Mr. CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 4518. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to modify the program of com-
prehensive assistance for family caregivers 
of veterans, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
NEGUSE, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. PHIL-
LIPS, Mr. STAUBER, Ms. CRAIG, Ms. 
TLAIB, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mrs. MCBATH, 
Mr. CARSON, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. 
BALINT, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. 
MOLINARO, Mr. SABLAN, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. SLOTKIN, 
Mr. LYNCH, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. COHEN, 
Mr. TONKO, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. KELLY 
of Illinois, Ms. STEVENS, Ms. JACOBS, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. CHU, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. 
RASKIN, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Ms. SCAN-
LON, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, 
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. KIM of New 
Jersey, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. QUIGLEY, 
Mr. KILMER, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
OMAR, Mr. LIEU, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. CROW, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. 
CUELLAR, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. HARDER 
of California, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. 
BERA, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. ALLRED): 

H.R. 4519. A bill to amend part B of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act to 
provide full Federal funding of such part; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. JAMES (for himself, Mrs. CHA-
VEZ-DEREMER, and Mr. CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 4520. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a credit for 
hired critical employees and to make perma-
nent certain expiring provisions relating to 
the child tax credit; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LALOTA: 
H.R. 4521. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain com-
pensation of election workers from the gross 
income of such workers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MILLER of Ohio: 
H.R. 4522. A bill to amend the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to en-
sure access of Armed Forces recruiters to 
secondary school campuses, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
H.R. 4523. A bill to amend the Help Amer-

ica Vote Act of 2002 to establish certain re-
quirements with respect to use of drop boxes 
for a District of Columbia election, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
KILMER, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. 
PEREZ, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. COLE, Mr. KIL-
DEE, Mrs. RODGERS of Washington, 
Mr. SIMPSON, Ms. STRICKLAND, and 
Mr. VASQUEZ): 

H.R. 4524. A bill to amend the Indian Law 
Enforcement Reform Act to provide for ad-
vancements in public safety services to In-
dian communities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Natural Resources, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 4525. A bill to provide an individual 

with an eligible medical condition access to 
an employee restroom facilities of a retail 
establishment under certain conditions, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. PETERS: 
H.R. 4526. A bill to ensure fairness and 

transparency in the processes used by the 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3177 July 10, 2023 
Navy to award contracts for ship mainte-
nance and repair, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Ms. MACE: 
H.R. 4502. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 and Article I, 

Section 8, clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reforming Federal Cyber Workforce Hiring 

Requirements 
By Ms. MACE: 

H.R. 4503. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 of the Con-

stitution, in that the legislation regulates 
forms of commerce specified in that clause; 
and, Article I, Section 8, clause 18 of the 
Constitution, in that the legislation ‘‘is nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers’’ and ‘‘other Pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reforming requirements for Federal civil 

service technology training and education 
By Mr. GUTHRIE: 

H.R. 4504. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To Direct the National Telecommuni-

cations and Information Administration 
(NTIA) to carry out activities that inform 
NTIA’s electromagnetic spectrum manage-
ment decisions. 

By Mr. WALBERG: 
H.R. 4505. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Assistant Secretary of Com-

merce for Communications and Information 
to develop a National Strategy to Close the 
Digital Divide. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio: 
H.R. 4506. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the US Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Requires the National Telecommuni-

cations and Information Administration 
(NTIA) to establish an interagency national 
security review process for considering for-
eign participation in the US telecommuni-
cations services sector. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia: 
H.R. 4507. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To promote transparency in health cov-

erage 
By Mr. COURTNEY: 

H.R. 4508. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Transparency in employer sponsored 

health insurance plans 
By Ms. FOXX: 

H.R. 4509. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Employee Retirement In-

come Security Act of 1974 to require group 
health plans and health insurance issuers of-
fering group health insurance coverage to 
only pay claims submitted by hospitals that 
have in place policies and procedures to en-
sure accurate billing practices, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. LATTA: 
H.R. 4510. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To reauthorize the National Telecommuni-

cations and Information Administration 
By Mrs. CAMMACK: 

H.R. 4511. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill amends the National Tele-

communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act to establish the Of-
fice of Public Safety Communications. 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.R. 4512. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the National Telecommuni-

cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act to establish a Digital Econ-
omy and Cybersecurity Board of Advisors. 

By Mr. GRIFFITH: 
H.R. 4513. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish a Commerce Spectrum Man-

agement Advisory Committee 
By Mrs. BICE: 

H.R. 4514. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Disinformation Governance Board of 

the Department of Homeland Security 
By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana: 

H.R. 4515. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Spending Clause, Article 1, Section 8, Cl. 1. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Sports grant funding in higher education. 

By Mr. CRENSHAW: 
H.R. 4516. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of article I of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Public Health Service Act to 

provide for the inclusion of a biological at-
tribution strategy, and an early warning 
strategy and implementation plan, in the 
National Health Security Strategy, and for 
other purposes. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: 
H.R. 4517. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Foreign Affairs 

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina: 
H.R. 4518. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to 

modify the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers of veterans, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 4519. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Education 

By Mr. JAMES: 
H.R. 4520. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Tax Policy 

By Mr. LALOTA: 
H.R. 4521. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 to exclude certain compensation of elec-
tion workers from the gross income of such 
workers. 

By Mr. MILLER of Ohio: 
H.R. 4522. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965 to ensure access of 
Armed Forces recruiters to secondary school 
campuses. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
H.R. 4523 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 4, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Help America Vote Act of 

2002 to establish certain requirements with 
respect to the use of drop boxes for a District 
of Columbia election, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. NEWHOUSE: 
H.R. 4524. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 4 of the United 

States Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Indian Law Enforcement Re-

form Act to provide for advancements in 
public safety services to Indian commu-
nities, and for other purposes. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 4525. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill would require retail establish-

ments to provide individuals with medical 
conditions requiring immediate use of a rest-
room access to employee-only restrooms 
when such establishments do not have a pub-
lic restroom. 

By Mr. PETERS: 
H.R. 4526. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Sec. 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Navy 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3178 July 10, 2023 
ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 16: Mr. CROW, Ms. MANNING, Mr. 
GARCÍA of Illinois, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. ROBERT GAR-
CIA of California, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. VICENTE 
GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. VARGAS, 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, and Mr. LIEU. 

H.R. 24: Mr. BRECHEEN. 
H.R. 45: Mr. FEENSTRA. 
H.R. 396: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois and Ms. 

BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 433: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 451: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 531: Mr. STEIL, Mr. BALDERSON, Ms. 

LEE of Florida, and Mr. FEENSTRA. 
H.R. 561: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 700: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mrs. DIN-

GELL, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mrs. FISCHBACH, Mr. 
PHILLIPS, Mr. VAN DREW, Ms. KUSTER, Mrs. 
TORRES of California, Mrs. BEATTY, and Mr. 
NEHLS. 

H.R. 709: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 735: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 838: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 855: Mr. WALBERG. 
H.R. 1097: Mr. MOSKOWITZ and Mr. 

SWALWELL. 
H.R. 1105: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 1208: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 1255: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 1297: Mr. BALDERSON. 
H.R. 1441: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 1453: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 1535: Mr. CARTER of Georgia and Mr. 

SWALWELL. 
H.R. 1610: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 1634: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 1684: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 1685: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 1776: Mrs. KIM of California. 
H.R. 1831: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mr. 

COSTA, Mr. LALOTA, and Mr. 
RESCHENTHALER. 

H.R. 2380: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 2402: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 2407: Ms. TITUS, Mrs. KIM of Cali-

fornia, and Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 2445: Mr. DAVIDSON. 
H.R. 2569: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 2666: Mr. BERA. 
H.R. 2703: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 2704: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 2708: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 

and Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 2717: Mr. STAUBER and Mr. JOHNSON of 

Ohio. 

H.R. 2718: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 2728: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi and 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 2747: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 2766: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 2775: Ms. CLARKE of New York and Ms. 

LEE of California. 
H.R. 2814: Mr. NORMAN and Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 2894: Mr. CASAR. 
H.R. 2940: Mr. BUCSHON and Mr. GOLDMAN 

of New York. 
H.R. 2941: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 2976: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 3012: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 3019: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 3024: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 3031: Mr. FOSTER and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 3036: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 3059: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 3152: Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. ARRINGTON, 

Mr. LOUDERMILK, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. RYAN, Mrs. 
CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, 
Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. KHANNA, and Mr. KILDEE. 

H.R. 3184: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 3228: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 3246: Mr. VEASEY and Mr. CART-

WRIGHT. 
H.R. 3285: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 3305: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 3327: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mr. BARR, and Mr. 
HILL. 

H.R. 3328: Mr. MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 3329: Mr. COLLINS and Mr. MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 3356: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 3448: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey and Mrs. 

MILLER of West Virginia. 
H.R. 3503: Mr. CÁRDENAS and Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 3540: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3541: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 3568: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 3576: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 3583: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 3627: Mr. WALTZ. 
H.R. 3628: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3741: Mr. FINSTAD. 
H.R. 3752: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 3782: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 3847: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 3875: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 3879: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 3904: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 
H.R. 3911: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 3916: Mr. ALLRED and Mr. RUPPERS-

BERGER. 
H.R. 3956: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3960: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 3974: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3979: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 4046: Ms. TLAIB. 

H.R. 4079: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 4128: Mr. CARSON and Mr. POSEY. 
H.R. 4136: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas and 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 4153: Mr. ALLRED and Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 4155: Mr. VASQUEZ and Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 4172: Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, 

and Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 4182: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 4196: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia 

and Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 4212: Mr. KILMER, Mrs. CHERFILUS- 

MCCORMICK, and Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 4227: Mr. FINSTAD. 
H.R. 4229: Mr. CARSON and Mr. BERGMAN. 
H.R. 4244: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 4247: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 4261: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 4262: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 4263: Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. FITZPATRICK, 

and Mr. VARGAS. 
H.R. 4273: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 4274: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 4289: Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. DAVID SCOTT 

of Georgia, Ms. WILSON of Florida, and Mr. 
CASTEN. 

H.R. 4350: Ms. PORTER, Mr. BLUMENAUER, 
and Mr. COSTA. 

H.R. 4391: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 4395: Ms. MACE. 
H.R. 4417: Mr. BACON and Mr. MOORE of 

Utah. 
H.R. 4440: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 4456: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 4468: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. GOOD 

of Virginia, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mrs. 
CAMMACK, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, and Mr. HAR-
RIS. 

H.R. 4475: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.J. Res. 18: Mr. BANKS. 
H. Con. Res. 28: Mr. KILMER and Mr. 

QUIGLEY. 
H. Res. 77: Mr. PAYNE. 
H. Res. 82: Mr. JAMES. 
H. Res. 126: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H. Res. 269: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H. Res. 418: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H. Res. 425: Mrs. MCCLAIN, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. 

SALAZAR, and Mr. KEATING. 
H. Res. 466: Mr. CASE and Mr. LYNCH. 
H. Res. 487: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H. Res. 547: Mr. COLLINS, Mr. VAN DREW, 

Mr. MOYLAN, Mrs. LUNA, Mr. MOONEY, and 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. 

H. Res. 553: Mr. PANETTA. 
H. Res. 559: Mrs. HINSON. 
H. Res. 576: Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a Senator from the 
State of Illinois. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Father of love, as we live this day, 

give us wisdom, strength, and commit-
ment to serve You in all we do. We ac-
knowledge You, Lord, as the Creator 
and Sustainer of our destinies. So show 
us how to do Your will. 

Lord, guide our Senators. Lead them 
by Your wisdom as they seek to know 
and obey Your precepts. Illuminate 
their path with the light of Your truth, 
and keep them from sin, which is a re-
proach to any people. Help them to 
overcome the temptation of trying to 
make it on their own strength. Instead, 
guide them until they yield to the in-
flow of Your wisdom, insight, and vi-
sion. 

We pray in Your powerful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 10, 2023. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a 
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. DUCKWORTH thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

NEW YORK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
first, I would like to welcome back my 
colleagues, including our Senate Act-
ing President pro tempore back to the 
Senate after celebrating the July 4th 
holiday. 

Today, my thoughts are with all New 
Yorkers impacted by the flash floods 
that barraged the Hudson Valley, par-
ticularly Orange County where the 
West Point Military Academy is lo-
cated, as well as other parts of Upstate 
New York, particularly Ontario Coun-
ty. The situation on the ground re-
mains dangerous. Streets have been 
turned into rivers; houses have been 
swept away in their entirety; and, 
sadly, at least one person has lost her 
life. 

I have been in contact with the local 
first responders on the ground to en-
sure we are doing everything we can in 
my office to help. 

Today, I also called on FEMA to be 
ready to grant any request from the 
State for a major disaster declaration. 

And I urge everyone in New York and 
across the Northeast to exercise cau-
tion in the coming days. The danger is 
not over. 

I will continue to monitor this situa-
tion and bring the long arm of the Fed-
eral Government to help in every way 
that it can. 

Madam President, now, when people 
think about the July 4th holiday, they 
think about fireworks, barbecues, fam-
ily. But last week, many Americans 
saw something else too. They saw more 
construction workers hard at work in 
their communities. They saw more 
hard hats and shovels and cranes and 
cement trucks operating day and 
night. They saw, in other words, Demo-
crats’ agenda in action, an agenda that 
has created over 35,000 new infrastruc-
ture projects over the last 2 years. 
These projects will mean millions of 
new good-paying jobs across the coun-
try for years to come. New York is a 
terrific example. 

Last week, I was proud to announce 
that nearly $7 billion in Federal dollars 
has been approved for the Gateway 
Tunnel project, in what will be the 
largest Federal transportation grant in 
history for the most important infra-
structure project in America. 

Gateway has been a true passion of 
mine for more than a decade, a labor of 
love that I have been focused on for a 
long time. It is critical for our econ-
omy in the Northeast and, in fact, in 
the entire country. Should the tunnels 
under the Hudson not be usable, the 
Northeast—and probably the country— 
would go into recession. So this affects 
everybody. 

And the funding I announced was as a 
direct result of the terrific work we did 
in Congress to pass generational infra-
structure legislation. Our work over 
the past few years is paying off. The 
Gateway project alone will create 
72,000 new jobs—good-paying jobs—and 
generate over $19 billion in ancillary 
economic activity in addition to the 
dollars that are being spent. 
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And our infrastructure agenda is not 

just about bridges and tunnels either. 
The administration announced re-
cently over $42 billion in broadband 
funding is heading to the States across 
the Nation—more money so kids can 
access high-speed internet at home and 
so more families in both rural and 
urban communities can stay connected 
across the country. 

I thank my colleagues who worked 
over the July 4th weekend to announce 
all the great projects happening around 
the country. Implementation will re-
main a top Democratic priority. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
now, on the Senate July work period, 
as the Senate gavels back in, our North 
Star remains unchanged: to build on 
our historic work over the past few 
years to strengthen our economy, 
make life better for the American peo-
ple, and do it in a bipartisan manner 
whenever possible. 

A little over a month ago, both par-
ties came together to avert a cata-
strophic default on the national debt, 
while agreeing on spending levels that 
will keep our country and our economy 
strong. 

This month, the work of funding the 
government will continue. It won’t be 
easy but must get done with good faith 
and bipartisan work. I am pleased so 
far that this process is moving along in 
the Senate through the Appropriations 
Committee, through regular order, in a 
bipartisan way. And we will do every-
thing we can to ensure that it remains 
that way. 

In another act of bipartisanship on 
something equally significant, the Sen-
ate will move forward on the annual 
National Defense Authorization Act so 
we can keep our country safe, support 
our friends in Ukraine, outcompete 
China, and give our troops the pay 
raise they rightfully deserve. 

I thank Chairman REED and Ranking 
Member WICKER for moving the NDAA 
through the Armed Services Com-
mittee last month. I hope that we can 
move quickly on it here on the floor in 
July. 

These two areas—Appropriations and 
the NDAA, the Defense Act—are prime 
examples of the kind of bipartisan 
work we want to see in the Senate and 
which I have worked with my col-
leagues to foster. 

We also need that bipartisanship on 
other issues too—to reduce the cost of 
insulin prescription drugs, to hold 
bank executives accountable, to mod-
ernize Federal aviation programs, to 
reauthorize the farm bill, to make 
progress on safe banking, and 
outcompete the Chinese Government. 

And, of course, every one of these 
issues requires bipartisan cooperation. 
Getting there won’t be easy, but we are 
going to do everything we can to make 
them happen because every one of 
them will benefit the American people, 
and, of course, we will also need bipar-

tisanship to prepare for the radical 
transformations that AI will unleash in 
the coming years. 

Tomorrow, the Senate will have the 
first-ever classified all-Senators brief-
ing from the Department of Defense 
and intelligence community on AI and 
how it affects our national security. 

Our briefers will include Avril 
Haines, the Director of National Intel-
ligence; Kathleen Hicks, the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense; and other top ex-
perts from our Defense and intelligence 
Agencies. 

We are still in the early stages of un-
derstanding AI’s role in our national 
security. So this briefing will be crit-
ical for Senators to learn more about 
how we are using AI to protect our 
country; also, how it is being used by 
our adversaries; and what we can do to 
make sure that we maintain our advan-
tages. 

And we have no time to waste. Our 
adversaries won’t wait to deploy this 
technology against us. Congress cannot 
behave like ostriches when it comes to 
artificial intelligence. We need to learn 
as much as we can about AI, as quickly 
as we can, so we can play our part to 
ensure the AI revolution brings pros-
perity, safety, and unparalleled innova-
tion. 

So I thank all of my colleagues on 
both sides who attended the previous 
briefing and encourage them to attend 
this one. And I thank Senators HEIN-
RICH, ROUNDS, and YOUNG for their bi-
partisan work on our little group that 
is spearing AI in the Senate. 

f 

U.S. SUPREME COURT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, this work 
period, we must continue to confirm 
President Biden’s nominees and rebal-
ance the Federal bench with judges 
who respect the rule of law. Sadly, 
Americans’ faith in the Judiciary is at 
an alltime low after the extreme 
MAGA right captured the Supreme 
Court. 

In the last few weeks, this MAGA 
majority on the Court has gutted af-
firmative action, blocked student debt 
relief for millions of Americans, and 
green-lit discrimination against the 
LGBTQ community. 

What we are seeing at the Supreme 
Court is a sickening hypocrisy: As 
some Justices feel free to accept lavish 
gifts and vacations from billionaire 
friends, they are refusing to help every-
day Americans just trying to get a fair 
shake. And the billionaires who have 
provided these trips and emoluments 
are no ordinary, run-of-the-mill bil-
lionaires. They are ideological MAGA 
extremists who bankroll hard-right 
MAGA causes and then bring those 
cases before the same judges they pa-
tronized. 

Congress has clear authority to over-
see the Federal judiciary, and that in-
cludes making sure that the highest 
Court in the land is held to equally 
high ethical standards. So I support 
Chairman DURBIN and the Judiciary 

Committee’s efforts to advance 
SCOTUS ethics reform and look for-
ward to working with them on this 
issue. 

In the meantime, Senate Democrats 
will continue to help restore faith and 
balance to the Federal judiciary by 
keeping up our historic pace of con-
firming President Biden’s judicial 
nominees. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS 
Mr. SCHUMER. On voting rights, the 

great John Lewis said, ‘‘Democracy is 
not a state. It is an act, and each gen-
eration must do its part to build what 
we called the Beloved Community.’’ 

We should heed these words in our 
day and age because today House Re-
publicans introduced their latest 
broadside against the fundamental 
right to vote, a sweeping bill that one 
lawmaker called ‘‘the most substantive 
and conservative election integrity leg-
islation that will come before the 
House in over a generation.’’ Let me 
say that again: ‘‘the most substantive 
and conservative election integrity leg-
islation that will come before the 
House in over a generation.’’ Demo-
crats here in the Senate will never 
allow such a terrible proposal to be-
come law, and very soon, we will once 
again move to bring real, much needed 
voting rights legislation before Con-
gress. 

People think that the attacks 
against democracy came and went on 
January 6. Unfortunately, sadly, that 
is not true. In States as diverse as 
Georgia, Texas, Iowa, Florida, and Ari-
zona, partisans have rewritten the 
rules of our elections in broad daylight 
to make it harder to vote—harder to 
vote—in a democracy that, of course, 
for centuries has hailed the right to 
vote and advanced it. 

Today’s bill from Republicans is the 
latest example of the giant step back-
ward the Republicans these days are 
taking when it comes to voting rights, 
and Democrats will fiercely oppose it. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2178 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
understand that there is a bill at the 
desk due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2178) to extend the Chemical Fa-

cility Anti-Terrorism Standards Program of 
the Department of Homeland Security, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceedings. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
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The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

over 25 years ago, America made a 
noble and necessary commitment— 
never again to deploy or produce chem-
ical weapons and to destroy our re-
maining stockpiles. 

The Blue Grass Army Depot in my 
home State of Kentucky has been home 
to the bulk of our Nation’s legacy 
chemical weapons for decades. On Fri-
day, the depot safely destroyed the last 
nerve-agent rocket in the U.S. arsenal. 

Last week marks a major milestone 
in an effort that dates back to Presi-
dent Reagan’s call for a global prohibi-
tion on chemical weaponry altogether. 
After a decade of bilateral negotia-
tions, the United States made an inter-
national commitment to ban their use, 
production, and stockpile for good. 

At that time, Blue Grass Army Depot 
stored over 500 tons of lethal chemical 
agents. The Army’s initial plan for 
eliminating the depot’s stockpile was 
incineration—literally burning the 
rockets. Understandably, local resi-
dents were concerned about the poten-
tial for poisonous leaks into the com-
munity, with schools and family homes 
literally in spitting distance. 

When I joined the Senate in 1985, our 
first victory was putting a stop to new 
munitions entering the Common-
wealth. The second came when I passed 
legislation forcing the Army to explore 
more advanced disposal options that 
ensured the safety of local residents. 
Over the years, I have been proud to 
call greater national attention to this 
important local issue. I fought to bring 
home nearly $7 billion in Federal fund-
ing to support the responsible destruc-
tion of these munitions, and I will con-
tinue to fight for Kentuckians until 
the mission is complete. 

It has been the honor of a lifetime to 
lead this charge in the Senate and to 
push for the safety of Madison County 
families each step of the way. We 
wouldn’t be here today without the sin-
gular focus and determination of com-
munity leaders like Craig Williams, an 
extremely effective local advocate who 
devoted much of his career to seeing 
this project through. And, of course, we 
owe a debt of gratitude to the opera-
tors, technicians, construction work-
ers, and other staff for their work on 
the ground. 

Today is as much a story of local suc-
cess as it is a reminder of worldwide 

significance. The United States is firm-
ly planted in a wide international coa-
lition that recognizes the moral imper-
ative to reject chemical weapons, and 
unfortunately, that coalition is more 
important today than ever. 

The authoritarian regime in Moscow 
that escalated a brutal war in Europe 
last year is the same one that repeat-
edly and brazenly ignores the Chemical 
Weapons Convention that governs our 
efforts. Vladimir Putin has repeatedly 
used deadly nerve agents on foreign 
soil and supported the Assad regime’s 
use of devastating sarin and chlorine 
against Syrian civilians. 

As we condemn this horror, the 
American people can be proud that our 
Nation stands squarely on the right 
side of history. Families in my home 
State of Kentucky can rest a little 
easier. 

Thanks to the dedication of so many, 
the United States has shown the world 
that our commitment to the global 
prohibition on chemical weapons is 
ironclad as ever. 

f 

U.S. SUPREME COURT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Now on another 
matter, last month, the Supreme Court 
wrapped up its productive term by de-
ciding some especially consequential 
decisions in favor of equal protection 
and Executive restraint. In response, 
Washington Democrats offered a fresh 
example of just how profoundly they 
misunderstand the Court and its role in 
our government. 

The President, who has flirted with 
calls for Court packing, warned omi-
nously that a coequal branch was ‘‘not 
a normal court.’’ The Democratic lead-
er who threatened Justices by name 
from the steps of the Court branded it 
as ‘‘MAGA.’’ And this month, the Judi-
ciary Committee will attempt to force 
the Court to restructure itself in the 
name of ‘‘ethics.’’ 

But for all the Democrats’ breathless 
fearmongering, the record of the Su-
preme Court’s latest term tells a very 
different story. By the numbers, the 
Court remains as ideologically diverse 
and unpredictable as even passing stu-
dents of our Constitution know it was 
designed to be. 

Nearly half the cases the Court heard 
this term produced a unanimous out-
come. It ruled overwhelmingly in both 
directions—striking down union thug-
gery and declining to stop the Biden 
administration’s open border policy. 

By contrast, just 9 percent of cases 
were decided 6 to 3, with each of the 
Republican-appointed Justices in the 
majority. The exact margin liberal 
commentators use to claim that the 
Supreme Court is irredeemably polar-
ized actually decided fewer than 1 in 10 
cases this term. This is the institution 
our colleague from New York likes to 
call a MAGA Court. Really. 

Here is the reality: In case after case, 
the exceptionally qualified Justices 
Washington Democrats have spent 
years vilifying continue to prove their 

strength and independent jurispru-
dence. 

Justice Barrett was just as likely 
this term to vote with Justice Kagan 
as with Justice Thomas. Let me say 
that again. Justice Barrett was just as 
likely this term to vote with Justice 
Kagan as with Justice Thomas. Justice 
Kavanaugh was more likely to vote 
with Justice Kagan. And the Court’s 
two most conservative Justices, Thom-
as and Alito, voted together less fre-
quently than liberal Justices 
Sotomayor and Jackson. 

The Supreme Court is not in crisis 
when it refuses to reliably and predict-
ably advance Democrats’ priorities. 
The Court is not in crisis when it puts 
the text of our law above politics. The 
Supreme Court is a coequal branch of 
government, and it should continue to 
do its job. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Xochitl Torres Small, of New 
Mexico, to be Deputy Secretary of Ag-
riculture. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE 
CALENDAR 

Mr. REED. Madam President, today I 
rise to speak on general and flag officer 
confirmations, specifically, the urgent 
need to confirm the next Commandant 
of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

The Senator from Alabama strongly 
objects to an entirely legal and appro-
priate travel regulation implemented 
under a long-established Department of 
Defense authority which ensures all 
servicemembers and their families 
have equal access to medical care. 

To show his disagreement with the 
legal civilian-crafted regulation, the 
Senator from Alabama has held up the 
apolitical nominations of 251 senior 
military officers for over 4 months. My 
colleague from Alabama has made it 
clear that he will continue his hold on 
these military officers unless and until 
he gets his way. He does so despite 
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precedent and, again, with a less than 
meritorious legal case—in fact, no 
legal case at all, I would argue—and 
the fact that Members of his own party 
have objected to this blockade, includ-
ing the Republican leader. 

This blockade weakens our national 
security. Every day it goes on, it has a 
more significant impact on operations 
within our military, all branches of the 
military. While our military will al-
ways do whatever is necessary to get 
the job done, they will always be 
ready—as they will tell you—and they 
will give their all. 

This hold is unnecessary, unprece-
dented, and, at a critical time in na-
tional security, it is driving the U.S. 
military to a potential breaking point. 
It is also an affront to the military and 
their families, who so many of us just 
lauded for their sacrifices during the 
Fourth of July festivities. My col-
leagues thanked them profusely, but do 
not recognize that they are profes-
sional officers who deserve consider-
ation, not as political chips but as men 
and women of our services. 

Those of my colleagues who support 
this unprecedented delay are them-
selves politicizing the military by the 
very nature of their actions. These pro-
motions have always been confirmed 
by unanimous consent very soon after 
being reported to the floor or, on the 
rare occasion, a single overwhelming 
vote without cloture. But now, in re-
fusing to confirm these promotions, 
the uniformed military, previously and 
appropriately shielded from partisan 
politics, is being thrust into the midst 
of politics. This behavior was once re-
served only for individual political ap-
pointees, civilian political appointees 
on specific matters of dispute, usually 
with some reasonable or negotiable 
outcome. No more. It seems it is ‘‘my 
way’’ or no way at all. And that is a 
sad demonstration of individual hubris. 

The Senator from Alabama often 
says if we really wanted these generals 
and admirals, we would just vote, but I 
would like to explain that. The Senator 
is not allowing a simple vote; he is de-
manding cloture first on every nomina-
tion. So we asked the Congressional 
Research Service what it would take to 
process 251 nominations with cloture. 
They estimate to file cloture on all the 
nominations being held, it would take 
approximately 5 hours. Then 2 days 
later, the Senate could start voting. 

It will take approximately 668 hours 
to confirm all these military nomina-
tions. That is 27 days if the Senate 
works around the clock, 24 hours a day. 
If the Senate just did military nomina-
tions for 8 hours a day, it would take 84 
days. So ‘‘just vote’’ is not an answer. 
This is not a feasible solution to this 
issue. 

Now, let me be clear. We have offered 
the Senator from Alabama opportuni-
ties to voice his opinion on the policy 
matter which he opposes. For example, 
before recess, we marked up the Fiscal 
Year 2024 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. During that markup, we had 

a separate debate and vote on Senator 
ERNST’s bill, S. 822, entitled Modifica-
tion to Department of Defense Travel 
Authorities for Abortion-Related Ex-
penses Act. We then had the debate and 
vote a second time when the Ernst bill 
was offered to the chairman’s markup 
of the NDAA. And I expect we will like-
ly be debating this issue on the NDAA 
when it comes to the floor. This is yet 
another opportunity to vote on the pol-
icy my colleagues find objectionable. 

And as long as I have been here, the 
essence of this body is, when you have 
a difficult issue, you debate it, you dis-
cuss it, and then you take a vote. We 
have already taken several votes, and 
still this unprecedented hold goes on. I 
don’t think we can continue to allow 
251 men and women who have served 
and sacrificed—and their families, 
which makes this impact thousands, 
not just 251—I don’t think we can let 
them fester any longer, wondering if 
they are going to get their promotion 
or not. 

But, today, let me speak about one 
specific person whom, I do not think, 
we can ignore, and that is the position 
of the Commandant of the U.S. Marine 
Corps. By law, the present Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. 
David Berger, must end his service to-
morrow, the 11th of July. His replace-
ment, Gen. Eric Smith, who had a 
hearing before the Armed Services 
Committee on June 13 and then was 
voted out unanimously on June 21, 
awaits our action. 

General Berger does not require fur-
ther congressional action to retire, but 
General Smith needs the Senate to act 
to become the next Commandant. I can 
guarantee you that General Berger 
takes no comfort in ending his career 
with his successor unsettled. 

I went this morning to a ‘‘relinquish-
ment of office’’ ceremony for General 
Berger. Now, anyone with any experi-
ence with the military knows that the 
typical ceremony is a change of com-
mand, but that could not be accom-
plished today because the next com-
mander has not been confirmed, the 
new Commandant. To the military in 
particular, ceremony matters. The vis-
ual of the outgoing leader passing the 
guidon, or battle colors, to the incom-
ing leader shows the continuous, un-
broken leadership of an organization— 
in this case, the whole of the Marine 
Corps. 

In 2019, General Berger received the 
battle colors from Gen. Robert Neller. 
This morning, the colors were not 
passed from one Commandant to an-
other. They were relinquished—relin-
quished—a word that is seldom associ-
ated with the military. They were re-
linquished from a retiring Com-
mandant to an Acting Commandant, 
and that is embarrassing—not for the 
U.S. Marine Corps, but for the U.S. 
Senate. To hear a retiring Com-
mandant publicly ask the Senate to do 
its job is an indication of how mis-
guided this approach has been. We need 
to act, but because of the Senator from 

Alabama and those who support him, 
we are unable to do so. 

General Berger has faithfully served 
our Nation—voluntarily—for 42 years. 
He has fought our Nation’s wars. He 
has selflessly served, and he has done 
so exactly how we expect our military 
leaders to serve. For the past 4 years, 
he has led the Marine Corps through a 
difficult transition on the way marines 
fight so that they are ready for the 
challenge of the Indo-Pacific. But, to-
morrow, he leaves the Marines without 
a confirmed leader because of the in-
ability of this body to do its job. 

General Berger’s successor, Gen. Eric 
Smith, is cut from the same cloth. 
General Smith was born in Kansas 
City, MO, and raised in Plano, TX. He 
earned his commission in 1987 through 
the Naval Reserve Officers Training 
Corps at Texas A&M University. Like 
every other servicemember, he has 
served our Nation wherever it has sent 
him. He has served in peace, and he has 
served in multiple wars. 

So for those who say this current 
hold only impacts the generals and the 
admirals, tell that to the marines Gen-
eral Smith commanded included in 
Weapons Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd 
Marine Regiment during Operation As-
sured Response in Monrovia, Liberia. 
Tell that to the marines of the 1st Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regiment who Gen-
eral Smith led during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Tell that to the marines of 
Regimental Combat Team 8 he led dur-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom. 

In General Smith we have a Purple 
Heart recipient. This man has literally 
shed his blood for his country. And 
with 36 years of service, he has 
achieved the rank of four stars. He 
stands ready to continue his service to 
our Nation and the marines he will 
lead for 4 more years. He simply awaits 
our action. 

Our action and inaction matter. More 
than just our generals and admirals are 
watching. Some argue that this delay 
impacts only the nominees. They are 
wrong. These holds ripple through the 
ranks, and—trust me—young officers 
and noncommissioned officers are 
watching. How we treat their leaders 
will influence the decisions of future 
generations about whether the mili-
tary is worth the sacrifice asked of 
them and their families. 

Right now, a number of military offi-
cers who were planning to retire are on 
an indefinite hold because they have no 
one confirmed to take their jobs. Oth-
ers want to go to new commands but 
cannot for the same reason. Their fam-
ilies cannot move to their new homes. 
Their children cannot get ready for a 
new school. Their spouses cannot take 
new jobs. 

This is not a game. These are real 
lives that have been upended. Due to 
the pure obstinacy of the Senator from 
Alabama, the Senate is, in effect, hold-
ing thousands of loyal members of the 
U.S. military and their families in 
limbo. I believe we owe them more 
than that. 
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We are 1 day away from an Acting 

Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps. 
According to the Marine Corps History 
Division, there have been four Acting 
Commandants in the history of the Ma-
rine Corps, which was established in 
1775, for those who are counting. The 
last Acting Commandant served over a 
century ago, in 1910, and three of the 
four Acting Commandants are the re-
sult of the previous Commandant dying 
in the position of Commandant. 

Could General Smith, the current As-
sistant Commandant, serve as the Act-
ing Commandant? Yes, of course, he 
can. But we must ask ourselves why we 
would allow it. Why would the Senate 
allow that to happen with not only our 
near-peer competitors watching but 
the eyes of all who serve watching? We 
have the ability and the responsibility 
to act. We should do so. 

‘‘Semper Fidelis’’—always faithful— 
is the Marine Corps motto. Let this 
Congress show a modicum of that faith 
today and confirm Gen. Eric Smith as 
the next Commandant. 

With that, Madam President, I would 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the 
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 249, Gen. Eric M. Smith to be 
Commandant of the Marine Corps; that 
the Senate vote on the nomination 
without intervening action or debate; 
that, if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

The Senator from Alabama. 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-

dent, reserving the right to object, the 
Senate has a lot of very important 
work to do. We have been out a couple 
of weeks, and it is time to get back to 
work. Senator SCHUMER, yesterday—or 
this past week—sent the Democratic 
caucus a long to-do list that includes 
keeping the government open, which is 
very important; our annual Defense 
bill, which is very important; address-
ing prescription drugs, which we are all 
very concerned about; the farm bill. 
There are a lot of other things that we 
have got to address in this caucus, in 
this room. Missing from that list was 
military nominations. 

This is my 11th time standing up 
here and continuing to harp on the fact 
that we need to do something about 
this new policy that the Secretary of 
Defense has passed down and passed to 
the military. So far this year, dozens of 
lower level military nominations have 
passed through unanimous consent, but 
a number of important nominations 
are pending or will soon be pending. 

General Smith’s, as the Senator just 
brought up, is one of the most impor-
tant. I have got a great deal of admira-
tion for General Smith. 

Earlier today, General Smith became 
the acting head of the Marine Corps. 
He is doing the same exact job which 
he has been doing for several years. 
The only difference is that today he is 

an acting official. This has minimal ef-
fect on his ability to lead. 

There may be a delay in his planning 
guidance, and he cannot yet move into 
the Commandant’s residence. But there 
is little doubt about General Smith’s 
ability to lead effectively, even now. 
There is little doubt that soon he will 
be confirmed. 

I have met with General Smith. I 
have got great respect and admiration 
for what he has done. General Smith 
has dedicated nearly four decades to 
the Marine Corps. He has got a record 
to be very proud of. During our meet-
ing, General Smith assured me that he 
was committed to keeping politics out 
of the military. And for me to vote for 
somebody, that is exactly what I am 
looking for: keep politics out of the 
military. 

The Marine Corps has done an excel-
lent job of staying mission-focused. 
One result is, because of that, the ma-
rines are the only branch that is meet-
ing its recruiting goals. I believe that 
the Marine Corps is in good hands now 
with General Smith. 

But if Chairman REED and the Demo-
crats are so concerned, let’s vote. That 
is all I keep asking for. Let’s vote on 
these nominees. 

This week, the Senate will consider a 
DOJ nomination for an office that has 
around 20 employees—20 employees. I 
agree that this is an important nomi-
nation, but surely the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps is more important. 
So if the Democrats are so worried 
about General Smith being an acting 
official, then let’s vote. I keep asking 
for that. Let’s vote and clear this up. 

With that, I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
The Senator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. REED. Madam President, re-

claiming my time, first of all, the Sen-
ator from Alabama made a compelling 
case about the demands upon this Sen-
ate. They range from cyber security 
issues to a host of other important 
issues that we have to deal with. Yet 
he insists we have a vote. 

Now, he has very subtly made a dis-
tinction between four or five senior of-
ficers, and forgotten the 245 other offi-
cers who play very critical roles in the 
military. And if one respects the Ma-
rine Corps and one respects the pro-
posed Commandant, the first thing I 
believe you should do is allow a vote 
very quickly so that there is no period 
of time that he is an Acting Com-
mandant. 

And an Acting Commandant is dif-
ferent than a Commandant. Their poli-
cies cannot be firmly established be-
cause they are just ‘‘acting.’’ He is ca-
pable, but he is just ‘‘acting.’’ If we 
want leadership that is confirmed, that 
has not only the trappings of authority 
but every bit of influence generated by 
such authority, then we have to vote. 
That is why the Congress is required to 
confirm military officers. 

We are in a situation where just pure 
obstinacy is inhibiting our service-

members. And I am amazed that some-
one would stand up and say: The qual-
ity I look for is a military officer who 
is not political, but what I do is make 
these officers political pawns in a game 
I am playing with national leadership. 
It is civilian leadership who proclaim 
these policies, which are legal and con-
sistent with the history of the Armed 
Forces. 

This is a very unsatisfactory answer. 
We will continue to come back and 
urge that our colleagues. I particularly 
hope my colleagues on the other side, 
many of whom do appreciate the fact 
that these officers must be confirmed 
for the good of our Nation and the safe-
ty of the world, come around. 

I have just one example that comes 
to mind. The President of the Naval 
War College, Admiral Chatfield—a re-
markable woman—changed command a 
few weeks ago. She is nominated to be 
a three-star admiral and be our rep-
resentative in Brussels at NATO. This, 
at a time when NATO and the United 
States are engaged in supporting the 
Ukrainian people in trying to survive, 
save their people, and, indeed, probably 
save their country. But Admiral 
Chatfield cannot go to Brussels. She re-
mains in Newport waiting—helping out 
a bit, I am sure, with her replacement, 
but just waiting. And meanwhile, the 
general officer in Brussels has other 
plans, obviously, because he knew, or 
hoped, that Admiral Chatfield would be 
arriving soon. 

That is the kind of disorder, dis-
organization, and, I would say, dis-
respect that is being generated by 
these holds. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Texas. 
BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, it is 
actually good to be back in the Senate 
this week after 2 weeks back home, and 
we certainly have a busy schedule 
ahead of us. The fact is that, unfortu-
nately, this was a product of the inat-
tention or lack of urgency that the ma-
jority leader has had to deal with the 
Senate’s necessary work so far. We are 
a quarter of the way through the 118th 
Congress, and we, frankly, don’t have a 
lot to show for it. 

Under our colleagues’ leadership, this 
Chamber developed an embarrassingly 
short list of accomplishments. Despite 
the chaos at the southern border, we 
haven’t had the opportunity to vote on 
legislation to address this humani-
tarian and security crisis, either in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee or here on 
the floor. They simply just ignore it: 5 
million border encounters since Presi-
dent Biden took office. Last year alone, 
108,000 Americans died of drug 
overdoses. Seventy-one thousand of 
those were from synthetic opioids, vir-
tually all of which come from Mexico, 
the precursors having been imported 
from China. 

Would that be enough to get the at-
tention of the President and the major-
ity leader to actually do something in 
that area? Well, apparently not. 
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Yesterday, I was interested to see 

that the Senator from New York—the 
majority leader—sent a letter to our 
Senate colleagues highlighting his 
plans for the next 3 weeks. Actually, 
we only have about 10 workdays in 
these next 3 weeks before now the regu-
larly scheduled August recess. Again, 
more of the same that we have seen so 
far this year—not much time and a lot 
to do. 

Senator SCHUMER mentioned his de-
sire to move forward on bills relating 
to drug pricing, fentanyl, permitting 
reform, rail safety, marijuana banking, 
China competition, artificial intel-
ligence, and a number of other topics 
in the next 3 weeks. 

Now, to be clear, I don’t think the 
majority leader actually believes we 
are going to produce legislation in 
these areas. Maybe you would call this 
a wish list. But it is only wishful 
thinking to believe that in the U.S. 
Senate you are going to be able to get 
all of these necessary items addressed 
in the next 10 working days. 

And, of course, that ignores the fact 
that we have a bicameral legislature. 
We have the Senate and the House. Has 
he prevetted any of this legislation 
with the House to see whether, assum-
ing the Senate would act, that the 
House would actually take it up and 
pass it and the President would sign it 
into law? 

That is how we legislate around here. 
It is not performance art. It is not 
show business. This is actually about 
doing the people’s business and passing 
legislation through an admittedly dif-
ficult process. 

But this is where we find ourselves 
having waited until this late moment 
to deal with so much important legisla-
tion. The Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate has been downright sleepy for the 
last 6 months. And I have no reason 
that this letter, this wish list, will 
prompt some miraculous turnaround. 

The lack of productivity in this Con-
gress has created a major backlog of 
important bills, which must be our top 
focus. We have a lot to do and not 
much time to do it, but that is by de-
sign. That is not the way the Senate 
should be operating. 

We heard from the previous speakers 
a lot about the national defense au-
thorization bill, which is our annual 
Defense bill, which we passed for the 
last 61 years in a row—61 years in a 
row. Before this last break, the Senate 
Armed Services Committee completed 
its work on that bill and passed it out 
of committee by a vote of 24 to 1—bi-
partisan bill out of the Armed Services 
Committee demonstrating an over-
whelming bipartisan support. 

This legislation, as we all know, is 
about supporting our servicemembers, 
modernizing our military, and address-
ing our biggest security challenges, in-
cluding China. 

Senator WICKER, from Mississippi, 
the ranking member, has shared his 
disappointment over the fact that this 
year’s Defense bill doesn’t adequately 
seek to fund our defense needs. 

Now, of course, this is an authoriza-
tion, in the jargon of the Senate—it is 
not an appropriation—but typically 
what happens is the authorizing com-
mittees will set a level of funding and 
then the Appropriations Committee 
will come behind that and fund it, pre-
sumably, at that level. 

But I know many of us are com-
mitted to working in the coming weeks 
to increase those funding levels to en-
sure that our military has the re-
sources it needs to protect the Amer-
ican people, especially in the face of 40- 
year-high inflation. 

I don’t have to tell anybody within 
the sound of my voice what inflation 
has done to their standard of living and 
their purchasing power over the last 
couple of years. Basically, this is like a 
silent tax, where you have less and less 
to spend for the necessary expenditures 
in your life, whether it is your trans-
portation, your food, your clothing, 
your childcare, your healthcare, or the 
like. Well, the military is experiencing 
the ill-effects of this 40-year-high infla-
tion, too, and its purchasing power has 
been decreased dramatically. 

Well, I hope that we will have a turn-
around of sorts and that the Defense 
authorization bill will get off to a 
strong start, but it is a long way from 
the finish line. 

While this bill did pass the com-
mittee, it still needs to be brought to 
the floor. There needs to be an oppor-
tunity for Senators to offer amend-
ments and debate the bill, hopefully 
improve it, and then vote on it by the 
full Senate, and that takes time. 

Under the regular procedures of the 
Senate, to bring a bill like that to the 
floor and to account for all of the po-
tential procedural obstacles that would 
be encountered, it would take you 
more than a week to process the bill. 
And we have 3 weeks before August—10 
days of actual working time—and this 
is what the majority leader has pre-
sented us with. 

So we know that we need to get to 
work. The NDAA should pass before the 
end of fiscal year, which is September 
30, and the Senate is only scheduled to 
be in session for 7 weeks before then. 
So even after we come back from the 
August recess, in order to meet the 
deadline of the end of the fiscal year, 
September 30, we only have 4 more 
weeks after we get back before the 
NDAA essentially lapses—the national 
defense authorization bill—absent our 
action in the meantime. 

I don’t have to tell my colleagues 
that providing for the common defense 
is one of our most important respon-
sibilities. And the National Defense 
Authorization Act is the foundation for 
that. So I hope the majority leader will 
allow the Senate to take up the bill 
soon. 

I think I heard the chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee just 
now suggest that perhaps the NDAA 
will come to the floor next week, and I 
hope that is true. But certainly, in 
order to give Senators an opportunity 

to participate and hopefully debate and 
offer amendments and improve the bill, 
it is going to take time, and that is 
something we don’t have a lot of. 

Every Member of this Chamber has 
the right to offer their ideas to 
strengthen and improve this legisla-
tion, just like we should on any piece 
of legislation. And the majority leader 
should not try to jam the process by 
saying: Oh, now, we don’t have enough 
time so we are going to have to do 
away with the opportunity to have full 
debates and amendment process be-
cause we are running up against a 
deadline. Well, that deadline is of his 
own making because he failed to deal 
with this in a timely manner. 

But September 30 isn’t the only dead-
line that we have for the Defense au-
thorization bill. It is also the farm bill. 
Every 5 years, Congress passes a farm 
bill to support everything from crop in-
surance to nutrition programs, to rural 
broadband. The impact of the farm bill 
is felt in communities across America, 
including those in my home State of 
Texas. 

Texas is home to nearly a quarter of 
a million farms and ranches, more than 
any other State in the country. And 
one out of every seven working Texans 
actually works in an ag-related job. 
These hard-working men and women 
raise cattle, chickens. They grow corn 
and sorghum. They produce cotton and 
hay, not just for the Nation but for the 
world. Texas farmers and ranchers 
produce food and fiber for America and 
for exports as well, and they are facing 
increasingly strong headwinds. 

I mentioned inflation, which has been 
at a 40-year high. It has increased the 
cost of every input that farmers and 
ranchers have, from diesel to fertilizer, 
you name it. It has eroded their pur-
chasing power. Their operating costs 
have skyrocketed for everything. I 
mentioned fertilizer and fuel. Pes-
ticides is another major expense. And 
so their profit margins continue to get 
slimmer and slimmer. 

I was somewhat amused to hear that 
President Biden, during our 2-week pe-
riod away from Washington, DC, began 
to tout something he calls Bidenomics, 
like he is proud of it. He said: This is 
a lot like Reaganomics, except it is 
Bidenomics. It has nothing to do with 
Reaganomics, which actually worked. 
But I was amused because when I 
looked at the RealClearPolitics’ aver-
age of the President’s approval rating 
for his economic policies, it stands at a 
whopping 38.7 percent—38.7 percent ap-
prove of President Biden’s economic 
policies. Bidenomics is like putting lip-
stick on a pig to try to dress it up to 
make it look better than it really is. 

But in addition to our economic 
woes, Mother Nature has unleashed a 
set of challenges as well. Last year 
alone, natural disasters caused more 
the $21 billion in crop losses nation-
wide. Today, areas across Texas are ex-
periencing a hot and dry summer. We 
are used to that. It is summertime. It 
is July. We are used to hot and dry 
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summers. But farmers are also battling 
very little rainfall, and they are pray-
ing that their crop loss will not be 
more than minimal. 

The farm bill includes farm safety 
net programs which are a lifeline for 
countless producers. They are critical 
at managing the risks inherent with 
this critical industry. Everybody 
knows farming and ranching is risky, 
for the reasons I mentioned and others. 

But this year I hope we can build on 
the progress we made in the last farm 
bill to ensure that the agriculture sec-
tor is as resilient as possible. 

This sector not only feeds, fuels, and 
clothes America, as I said, it also 
drives our economy and feeds the 
world. 

In Texas alone in 2021, ag exports to-
taled more than $7.2 billion. In 2019, 
Texas A&M’s AgriLife Extension Serv-
ice estimated the economic impact of 
the ag sector to be nearly $160 billion, 
which is more than 8 percent of my 
State’s GDP. 

So a strong, on-time farm bill is es-
sential to the health and well-being of 
this important sector of the economy, 
but it is also important beyond that. It 
is important to the American people, 
and it is important to our economy. 

Our colleague Senator BOOZMAN from 
Arkansas is a ranking member. And 
our colleagues on the Agriculture Com-
mittee, I know, have been working 
hard to draft this year’s farm bill, and 
I appreciate the hard work that they 
put into it. But I am eager to work 
with our colleagues to get this bill 
across the finish line on time, again, 
before it lapses at the end of this fiscal 
year. 

And then, there is another big one, 
Federal Aviation Administration Reau-
thorization. As though we needed an-
other big, heavy lift before the end of 
the fiscal year, it is also the deadline 
to reauthorize the Federal Aviation 
Administration. Over the last couple of 
years, travelers have dealt with wide-
spread flight cancellations, paralyzing 
staffing shortages, and rising prices. 
We have also witnessed some jarring 
safety issues, including near-collisions 
on airport runways in Minneapolis and 
New York. 

Last month, Senators CANTWELL, 
CRUZ, DUCKWORTH, and MORAN intro-
duced the FAA Reauthorization Act to 
address these and other issues. But like 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act and the farm bill, the FAA needs 
to be reauthorized by September 30. 
Again, all of these deadlines are well- 
known by the majority leader, but here 
we are finding ourselves with very lit-
tle time and a lot to do. 

And last but not least is, likely, the 
biggest lift before us for before Sep-
tember 30, and that is to fund the gov-
ernment. As part of the debt limit 
agreement, Senator SCHUMER vowed to 
bring all 12 appropriations bills to the 
Senate floor by September 30. How he 
is going to be able to keep his promise 
is not clear to me, given the traffic jam 
that we are going to experience, be-

cause this includes funding for our 
military, veteran services, border secu-
rity, and so much more. 

Senator COLLINS and Senator MUR-
RAY and all of our colleagues on the 
Appropriations Committee are deter-
mined to restore some regular order 
and common sense to the funding proc-
ess. I hope the majority leader will 
stick by his word and put all 12 appro-
priations bills on the Senate floor be-
fore the end of the fiscal year. 

We don’t need, and the country does 
not want, another omnibus spending 
bill like we saw at the end of last year, 
which, of course, was by design, be-
cause it empowers the leadership to the 
detriment of rank-and-file members of 
the Congress. When you are presented 
with a ‘‘shut down the government,’’ 
‘‘take it or leave it’’ proposition at the 
end of the year, having bypassed all of 
this normal process, the question is, 
Are you going to keep the government 
open? Are you going to fund the gov-
ernment? Are you going to fund de-
fense, veterans, border security, or 
not? And that is simply an abomina-
tion we do not need to repeat again. 
And so I do hope the majority leader 
will keep his word. 

None of these bills are an easy lift. 
They require a lot of hard work, co-
operation, and time, and we only have 
7 weeks of legislative session to pass 
them all. So far, the 118th Congress 
hasn’t been a productive one. The 
Democratic majority has struggled to 
complete even the most basic tasks, 
and now we have a lot of work to do, 
maybe an impossible amount of work 
to do, by design. The clock is ticking, 
and we can’t let these critical respon-
sibilities slip through the cracks. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

HIRONO). The Senator from Kansas. 
EDUCATION 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I was 
sitting home reading the newspaper, 
something I still do, and last month I 
read an article that captured my atten-
tion. National test scores of American 
students showed an alarming decline in 
the education of our children. Reading 
scores in America have continued to 
worsen since the height of COVID–19 
pandemic, dropping to the lowest 
scores in decades. 

The troubling deterioration in Amer-
ican education was demonstrated by 
average scores on the 2023 National As-
sessment of Educational Progress 
known as the Nation’s Report Card. 
The report showed that 13-year-olds de-
clined nine points in math compared to 
2020. This was the largest drop for 13- 
year-olds seen in 50 years. 

When 13-year-olds are struggling, it 
portends even worse problems ahead, 
because mastery in seventh and eighth 
grade is necessary to progress to more 
complex knowledge and analytical 
abilities required in high school and 
beyond. We know that failures in early 
childhood education, in early edu-
cation have a long-lasting con-
sequence. 

We must turn these test scores 
around and accelerate the education of 
America’s young as though our future 
depends on it, because it absolutely 
does. 

America’s strength as a global 
power—let me say that the education 
of our children is hugely important to 
our students and their families. But, 
also, America’s strength as a global 
power doesn’t just depend upon a 
strong military or possessing the latest 
weapons. Those things are important, 
but it also depends upon our economy 
and our ability to maintain a techno-
logical edge over our adversaries. And 
that all begins in the classroom, equip-
ping our students to read, multiply, di-
vide, and succeed. 

The mental health, confidence, and 
contributions of young Americans can-
not be thought of as a secondary issue. 
It is not a secondary issue to other na-
tional security imperatives. What that 
means is that the well-being, health, 
confidence, contribution, the capabili-
ties, knowledge, intellect, and intel-
ligence of our children have con-
sequences to our security—our na-
tional security. 

One of those greatest threats in our 
national security is China. China un-
derstands that to force their way into 
being a global superpower, they must 
be able to challenge the U.S. militarily 
and economically. This can be done by 
dislodging the United States as a lead-
er in key technology areas that will 
dictate the success of nations in the 
coming decades. 

Those technologies include semicon-
ductor design and manufacture, artifi-
cial intelligence, quantum computing, 
aerospace engineering, advanced manu-
facturing, and biotechnology. If China 
were to overtake the United States in 
any of these areas—in any of these 
areas—the United States would lose 
out on trillions of dollars in economic 
value, our military edge would erode, 
and the Chinese global influence would 
increase dramatically. 

As we grapple with the implications 
of a new Cold War with China and as 
we take stock of many of the associ-
ated challenges more complex than the 
old Cold War, the fact that our youth 
remain grades behind in math poses a 
concerning obstacle to future competi-
tiveness. Advances in science and tech-
nology will build on basic math. Right 
now, our children are unprepared; and, 
therefore, we are unprepared to meet 
this challenge. 

While we work to regain this ground 
in education, particularly in these 
STEM fields, we also need to create 
more opportunities for others that 
have gained a STEM education here in 
the United States to practice their pro-
fession in this country and contribute 
to the U.S. economy. 

Educating people, only to send them 
back to strengthen their own home 
country, at a time in which the U.S. 
demand for STEM talent is through the 
roof, defies logic. Only 11 percent of 
foreign-born recipients of a bachelor’s 
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degree and only 23 percent of those who 
earn a master’s degree manage to find 
a way to stay and work in the United 
States. 

The U.S. semiconductor industry 
alone could face a shortage of 70- to 
90,000 workers over the next few years, 
and there is a projected shortfall of 
300,000 engineers and 90,000 skilled 
technicians by 2030. It would be naive 
to believe that these positions can be 
solely filled by our American students. 

As the Wall Street Journal opinion 
section recently read, the foreigner 
working in tech ‘‘isn’t taking an Amer-
ican job; they are helping keep that job 
in the U.S.’’ 

Foreign-born scientists have been in-
tegral to our preeminence as a sci-
entific and military power. Most fa-
mously, nuclear physicists from Eu-
rope were the intellectual forces that 
propelled the Manhattan Project; and, 
today, more than half of the Silicon 
Valley startups are led by foreign-born 
entrepreneurs. This is why we have 
worked to pass the Startup Act in each 
Congress since I arrived in the Senate. 

This bill would ensure that those 
with advanced STEM degrees would be 
able to stay in this country while they 
are engaged in STEM-related profes-
sions. 

This would fill the immediate and in-
creasing need for STEM-educated pro-
fessionals, while we work to improve 
STEM education for America’s youth. 

There is no ‘‘one size fits all’’ ap-
proach to solving the challenges in the 
classroom. Regaining ground after 
schools were closed during the pan-
demic will take hard work and inge-
nuity. But the success of our Nation 
depends—again, the success of our chil-
dren depends, but because that is the 
case, the success of our Nation, our 
country, depends on young minds grap-
pling and mastering the basics of math 
and reading and writing and science. 

We must make certain we are taking 
an ‘‘all of the above,’’ long-term ap-
proach to national security, and that 
means making strides in the classroom 
and investing in our students. Our 
schools are there to take care of our 
children and their future, but failure to 
do so means that we are damaging our 
Nation’s future. 

For the sake of our country, its na-
tional defense, its economy, and for the 
sake of all American families, we need 
to make certain that we reverse course 
in making certain that our students 
are learning and are achieving at a rate 
that allows us to be successful. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. I ask unanimous 

consent the following Senators be al-
lowed to speak prior to the scheduled 
rollcall vote: myself for up to 20 min-
utes, Senator CARPER for up to 5 min-
utes, Senator BOOZMAN for up to 30 sec-
onds, Leader SCHUMER for as much 
time as he may consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, back in May, I was in Shelby 
County to visit with 100 members of 
the Tennessee National Guard. They 
were heading off on yet another deploy-
ment to the southern border. 

These are some of the bravest and 
most capable people that you will ever 
meet. Tennesseans depend on them to 
keep us safe during natural disasters, 
to rescue lost hikers in the Great 
Smoky Mountain National Park, and 
to defend the country from our adver-
saries overseas. Yet there they were on 
their way to what many would call a 
war zone in their own country to do the 
job that Joe Biden refuses to do. 

They shouldn’t have had to go, but 
they went because they knew that no 
matter who was to blame for all this 
chaos, our Border Patrol agents and 
local law enforcement needed help con-
trolling it. 

When I think back on my conversa-
tions with those servicemembers, I 
can’t help but notice the stark con-
trast between their focus on service 
and sacrifice and the Biden administra-
tion’s lack of regard for the welfare of 
this country. 

Over the past several years, the rela-
tionship between the American people 
and their government has changed, but 
not for the better. At the beginning of 
Biden’s term, they were just baffled by 
what they were seeing. All they could 
do was shake their heads in disbelief. 
But as the months wore on, that dis-
belief gave way to genuine fear that 
this President was digging a hole that 
they wouldn’t be able to claw their way 
out of no matter how hard they 
worked. 

As it turns out, those fears were well- 
founded, and now, 3 years into this ad-
ministration, that fear has given way 
to outrage because this President has 
made it abundantly clear that when it 
comes to pursuing his radical agenda, 
he simply doesn’t care whom it hurts. 

The President may be happy to ig-
nore the mess he has made, but Ten-
nesseans don’t have that luxury. If 
they ignore the problems they see, 
they suffer real consequences. If local 
law enforcement officers just ignored 
the drugs flooding into their commu-
nities, even more people would die 
from fentanyl overdoses and drug-re-
lated crime. 

Every year, I meet with local leaders 
in each of our State’s 95 counties, and 
the conversation turns to the border 
crisis every single time. It is an un-
mitigated disaster, and they just don’t 
understand why the President refuses 
to do something about it. 

If you talk to law enforcement in 
East Tennessee, they will tell you that 
they are recording record levels of drug 
seizures. What they once would appre-
hend in ounces they now measure in 
pounds. 

Chief Jason Owens at the Border Pa-
trol gave a ‘‘week in review’’ from June 
22 to 29. Here is some of what they ap-
prehended. They know they had 28,339 

apprehensions. They also had an addi-
tional 6,100 ‘‘get-aways.’’ They appre-
hended 116 pounds of marijuana, 50 
pounds of fentanyl, and 2,056 pounds of 
cocaine. Where does much of the drugs 
that are coming across with those 
‘‘got-aways’’ end up? It ends up in our 
communities. 

A judge in Rhea County told me that 
80 percent of the crime he sees is drug- 
related. If they could get a handle on 
the drugs, they could take care of 
much of the court cases and the prison 
population, but they can’t get a handle 
on it because the local dealers are not 
the root of the problem. For every drug 
smuggler the Border Patrol manages to 
catch and every pound of drugs they 
apprehend, you have that handful of 
‘‘got-aways’’ who escape into the coun-
try with drugs and contraband. 

In Overton County, they said they 
haven’t busted a local meth lab in 5 
years. Here is why. The drug dealers 
have outsourced their entire supply to 
the cartels because it is easier and 
cheaper to smuggle it in than it is to 
make it themselves. The police can 
trace that supply chain down I–75 to 
Atlanta and then right across the bor-
der into Mexico. 

Now when they respond to an over-
dose death, local officials have to im-
plement fentanyl protocols because 
they know it is the likely culprit. The 
cartels add this to the drugs to make 
them that much more addictive. Every-
thing is laced with fentanyl. It is also 
very lethal in small amounts. In Mar-
ion County, they are spending an astro-
nomical amount of money on autopsies 
because of this. As of May, they have 
spent $80,000, and almost all of those 
deaths are fentanyl-related. 

These local officials are desperate for 
help. They know this is this adminis-
tration’s fault because the situation es-
calated when the Biden administration 
moved into the White House. 

Here is what the President did: He 
terminated ‘‘Remain in Mexico.’’ He 
terminated title 42. He terminated 
DNA testing at the border. And his 
rhetoric made it clear that he would 
rather pander to the left than admit 
that Trump-era border policies were 
working. Then he left local law en-
forcement to fend for themselves. 

They need our support. When title 42 
ended, I introduced the Make the Mi-
grant Protection Protocols Mandatory 
Act. That would reinstate the success-
ful ‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ policy. I also 
introduced the End Child Trafficking 
Now Act, which would reinstate DNA 
testing at the border and thwart the 
child trafficking rings that President 
Biden has allowed to flourish. If we 
passed these two bills, we could give 
Border Patrol and local law enforce-
ment a fighting chance against the car-
tels. 

But the problem goes much deeper 
than just preventing illegal entry into 
the country. When Joe Biden took of-
fice, he threw the rule of law out the 
window. Since then, we have watched 
Biden and his supporters ignore the 
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Constitution, attack our most impor-
tant institutions, ignore the law, en-
able corruption, and slander their fel-
low countrymen as violent racists. 

Tennesseans take issue with that and 
with the judges and the bureaucrats 
whom President Biden has nominated 
to write this partisan rhetoric into 
law. Over the past several years, this 
body has considered nominees to some 
of the most critical positions in gov-
ernment who were little more than po-
litical activists, and that is putting it 
mildly. 

We have questioned judicial nomi-
nees who are unfamiliar with the Con-
stitution, potential Agency heads with 
almost no experience in the industries 
they seek to regulate, and Cabinet 
nominees who have demonstrated their 
commitment to burning down institu-
tions and norms that conflict with 
their radical views. But the one thing 
they all have in common is they have 
agreed to rubberstamp the Biden agen-
da. 

The local leaders I see in my county 
tours see the chaos this is causing. 
They see two tiers of justice at work, 
and they are very concerned about it, 
especially when they see administra-
tion officials egging on leftist fanatics 
seeking to undermine the rule of law at 
any cost. 

For example, Federal law makes it 
clear that it is illegal to protest out-
side of a judge’s home with the intent 
of influencing a ruling. It is common 
sense. But after the Supreme Court’s 
Dobbs opinion leaked, far-left pro-
testers immediately began dem-
onstrating outside of the Justices’ 
homes. The Biden DOJ has yet to ar-
rest a single protester, which means 
that the Biden DOJ has in effect en-
dorsed the intimidation of Supreme 
Court Justices who refuse to 
rubberstamp the Biden agenda. 

Earlier this year, I introduced the 
Protecting Our Supreme Court Justices 
Act, which significantly increases the 
maximum jail time for any individual 
who violates this law. I am sure that 
under a future administration, it will 
serve as an effective deterrent to this 
disgusting behavior. 

But imagine being a law enforcement 
officer in Tennessee and seeing this 
complete breakdown of law and order 
in our Nation’s Capital at the highest 
levels of government. How much faith 
do you think they have in this admin-
istration to help them control the flow 
of drugs and violent criminals into 
their communities? How seriously do 
you think they take the Democrats’ 
promises to fight for safe streets when 
this body continues to confirm judicial 
nominees who promise to undermine 
the rule of law? Unlike the Biden ad-
ministration, they can’t change the 
rules whenever they feel like it, they 
can’t use the bureaucracy to stack the 
deck in their favor, and they can’t put 
their friends in charge to cover for 
them if they get caught breaking the 
law. 

Our local law enforcement officials 
deserve better. Tennesseans deserve 

better. The American people deserve 
better. But right now, they have to do 
the best they can fighting a losing bat-
tle on two fronts—against criminals 
trying to exploit them and against a 
President who knows exactly what is 
happening but just doesn’t care enough 
to do something about it. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The majority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 34. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Myong J. Joun, of Massachu-
setts, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Massachu-
setts. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-

tion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 34, Myong 
J. Joun, of Massachusetts, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Mas-
sachusetts. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Richard Blumenthal, Christopher A. 
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tina 
Smith, Christopher Murphy, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Tammy Baldwin, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Brian Schatz, Gary C. Peters, 
Alex Padilla, Michael F. Bennet. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 114. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Kalpana Kotagal, of Ohio, to 
be a Member of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission for a term ex-
piring July 1, 2027. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-

tion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 114, 
Kalpana Kotagal, of Ohio, to be a Member of 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission for a term expiring July 1, 2027. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tina Smith, Tammy 
Baldwin, Alex Padilla, Michael F. Ben-
net, Richard J. Durbin, Christopher 
Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff 
Merkley, Margaret Wood Hassan, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto, Debbie Stabenow, 
Jack Reed, Richard Blumenthal, Chris 
Van Hollen, Tammy Duckworth, Peter 
Welch. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 141. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of David M. Uhlmann, of Michi-
gan, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 
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The legislative clerk read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 141, David 
M. Uhlmann, of Michigan, to be an Assistant 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

Charles E. Schumer, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Sherrod Brown, Jack Reed, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Sheldon White-
house, Jeff Merkley, Michael F. Ben-
net, Christopher A. Coons, Brian 
Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tim Kaine, 
Richard J. Durbin, Christopher Mur-
phy, Patty Murray, Tammy 
Duckworth, Margaret Wood Hassan. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 21. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Rachel Bloomekatz, of Ohio, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Sixth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 21, Rachel 
Bloomekatz, of Ohio, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Richard Blumenthal, Christopher A. 
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Tina 
Smith, Christopher Murphy, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Tammy Baldwin, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Brian Schatz, Gary C. Peters, 
Alex Padilla, Michael F. Bennet. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum calls 
for the cloture motions filed today, 
July 10, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 178, Xochitl 
Torres Small, of New Mexico, to be Deputy 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, 
Tammy Baldwin, Patty Murray, Tim 
Kaine, Christopher Murphy, Debbie 
Stabenow, Alex Padilla, Elizabeth War-
ren, Tina Smith, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Mark R. Warner, Mar-
tin Heinrich, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Richard J. Durbin, Raphael G. 
Warnock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Xochitl Torres Small, of New Mex-
ico, to be Deputy Secretary of Agri-
culture, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the 
Senator from Maine (Mr. KING), the 
Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
MANCHIN), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. SCHATZ), and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) are 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), 
the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
RICKETTS), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH), the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
ROMNEY), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. SCOTT), the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN), and the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 79, 
nays 8, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 173 Ex.] 

YEAS—79 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 

Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 

Luján 
Lummis 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 

Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—8 

Blackburn 
Hawley 
Johnson 

Paul 
Rubio 
Schmitt 

Scott (FL) 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—13 

Barrasso 
Durbin 
King 
Manchin 
Murkowski 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Schatz 
Scott (SC) 

Shaheen 
Sullivan 
Tillis 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are 
79, the nays are 8. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
NATO 

Mr. SCHUMER. First, a few words on 
just a good recent development. We 
have just heard that Sweden will be al-
lowed to join NATO, that Mr. Erdogan 
has released his hold, and that Sweden 
will be joining NATO. 

The fact that Sweden is joining 
NATO is great news for the West. It 
strengthens the Western alliance sig-
nificantly, and it shows Mr. Putin that 
the West is strong, united, and growing 
stronger against his aggression in 
Ukraine. 

Any thought that the West is giving 
up, any thought that the West is di-
vided, is shown to be false by today’s 
development of Sweden joining NATO 
and of Turkey relenting. 

So this is good news for freedom. 
This is good news against the forces of 
autocracy, and it is very good news for 
a strong Western alliance. 

I want to salute President Biden, who 
has worked so much in the foreign pol-
icy sphere—as well as domestic—but 
speaking about the foreign policy 
sphere, he has done so much to advance 
the United States’ interests. He has a 
real grasp of it, a real handle on it, and 
is very effective. This is victory for 
America, for the West, for freedom, and 
for President Biden. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2273 July 10, 2023 
l73, motion to invoke cloture on the 
nomination of Xochitl Torres Small to 
be Deputy Secretary of Agriculture. 
Had I been present for the vote, I would 
have voted yea.∑ 

f 

BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE IN 
SMALL TOWN IOWA: FROM 
DUISBERG TO DANVILLE 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is 

no secret this U.S. Senator loves his-
tory. I like to learn about history, talk 
about history, and preserve history. I 
am Iowa proud today to share a com-
munity’s efforts to preserve history in 
my home State. 

Next month, a small farming town 
located 13 miles west of the Mississippi 
River will welcome a poignant relic 
from World War II to its local museum. 
An authentic rail cattle car used in the 
Holocaust has been meticulously refur-
bished in Duisberg, Germany, and is 
being shipped to Danville, IA. 

This story begins in 1939 when a local 
teacher named Miss Birdie Mathews or-
ganized an international pen pal ex-
change for her class. She gave her stu-
dents a list of names from which to 
write a letter. Two of her students 
chose another pair of sisters who lived 
across the world in Amsterdam: Anne 
and Margot Frank. Juanita and Betty 
Wagner wrote to the Frank sisters 
about life on an Iowa farm. Anne 
Frank’s letter to Juanita is dated April 
29, 1940, and she also enclosed a picture 
card of the Amsterdam canals. 
Margot’s letter to Betty is dated April 
27, 1940. She wrote ‘‘having a frontier 
with Germany and being a small coun-
try we never feel safe.’’ 

Less than 2 weeks after these letters 
were written, Germany invaded the 
Netherlands. The Wagner sisters later 
recalled fearing they would never hear 
from their new pen pals again. Of 
course, history tells us the Frank sis-
ters perished in a concentration camp 
in Bergen-Belsen. 

When the war ended in May 1945, 
Betty wrote to the Frank’s Amsterdam 
address. Their father Otto Frank sur-
vived his imprisonment in Auschwitz 
and responded to her letter. He ex-
plained what happened during the war 
and about the family’s time in hiding 
in the attic in Amsterdam. That is 
when the Wagner sisters learned their 
pen pals were Jewish. 

The Frank letters were donated to 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center which 
gave permission to the museum in 
Danville to display digital images of 
the letters. Danville Station also in-
cludes a replica of the attic where the 
Frank family lived in hiding and other 
artifacts that memorialize the historic 
connection between the Frank and 
Wagner sisters. 

The museum’s curator is Janet 
Hesler, a lifelong resident of Danville. 
Her father served in World War II and 
was awarded a Bronze Star for his serv-
ice in the Battle of the Bulge. He was 
among the American forces who liber-
ated the concentration camp in Dachau 
on April 29, 1945. 

People from around the world have 
visited Danville Station. Here they 
bear witness to this Iowa community’s 
commitment to never forget and to 
keep shining a light on history. From 
my years in public office representing 
the people of Iowa, I certainly appre-
ciate the can-do spirit at the grass-
roots. The museum curator, Janet 
Hesler, was the driving force behind ef-
forts to expand the museum’s exhibit 
to include a rail car used to transport 
Jewish people during the Holocaust. 

Janet worked with Dr. Ruthie Eitan, 
Claudia Korenke, and Bernhard 
Mertens to fulfill her mission to find 
one. The restoration of the rail car was 
managed by Martin Kaufmann at Die 
Schmiede in Duisberg. 

The people of Danville have worked 
to raise funds $1 at a time to help pay 
for the restoration and shipping of the 
rail car. They also are working to col-
lect 1.5 million postcards from around 
the world to honor the number of chil-
dren who perished in the Holocaust. 

I applaud the tenacious efforts and 
support of local civic and religious 
leaders to help make this happen, in-
cluding Allan Ross, who leads the Jew-
ish Federation of the Quad Cities. Any-
one who visits or donates are helping 
to preserve history, build community, 
and strengthen civic engagement, cor-
nerstones of a strong society. 

Without a doubt, this restored, au-
thentic rail car will serve as a profound 
reminder about the atrocities of the 
Holocaust. We must learn from history 
to avert the mistakes of the past. 
Never again can society ignore reli-
gious intolerance. The community of 
Danville is heeding the advice of Simon 
Wiesenthal, who survived the Holo-
caust and brought 1,100 Nazi war crimi-
nals to justice. In his words, ‘‘Anti-
semitism did not die with Hitler in his 
Berlin bunker in 1945.’’ 

By bringing this rail car across the 
world to Danville, this Iowa commu-
nity is bringing a piece of history to 
life so that our children and grand-
children can learn from history for a 
more peaceful, just future. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-

tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–47, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Canada for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $5.9 billion. We will 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
MIKE MILLER, 

(For James A. Hursch, Director). 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–47 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Canada. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $3.9 billion. 
Other $2.0 billion. 
Total $5. 9 billion. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under-Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Up to sixteen (16) P–8A Patrol Aircraft 
Up to twenty-six (26) Multifunctional In-

formation Distribution System Joint Tac-
tical Radio System 5 (MIDS JTRS 5) 

Up to thirty-eight (38) Embedded Global 
Positioning Systems (GPS)/Inertial Naviga-
tion Systems (EGis) for the LN–251 

Up to twenty-five (25) System Processor 
Replacements for AN/AAQ–24(V)N Large Air-
craft Infrared Countermeasures (LAIRCM) 
System Processor Replacement (LSPR) with 
Exelis Embedded GPS Receiver (EGR) inte-
grated with Selective Availability Anti- 
Spoofing Module {SAASM) 

Up to twenty-two (22) Guardian Laser 
Transmitter Assemblies (GLTA) for the AN/ 
AAQ–24(V)N 

Non-MOE: Also included are commercial 
engines; Tactical Open Mission Software 
(TOMS); Electro-Optical (EO) and Infrared 
(IR) MX–20HD; AN/AAQ–2 Acoustic System; 
AN/APY–10 Radar; AN/ALQ–240 Electronic 
Support Measures; NexGen Missile Warning 
Sensors; AN/ARC–210 RT–2036(C) Radios; AN/ 
PRC–117G Manpack Radios including MPE–S 
type II with SAASM 3.7; AN/ALQ–213 Elec-
tronic Countermeasures; AN/ALE–47 Coun-
termeasures Dispenser Systems; AN/UPX–43 
Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) Interroga-
tors—; AN/APX–123A(V) IFF Digital Tran-
sponders; KIV–78 IFF Mode 4/5 Cryptographic 
Appliques; KIV–701A Cryptographic Core 
Modules; KY–100M, KY–58, KYV–5 for HF– 
121C radios; KG–175 Encryptor Network Con-
vergence System; AN/PYQ–10 V3 Simple Key 
Loaders (SKL) with KOV–21 Cryptographic 
Appliques; Radiant Mercury Hardware and 
Software with ENTR(V)4 Receiver with Em-
bedded Crypto for the Integrated Broadcast 
System (IBS); software; publications; Dual 
KIV–7M with Power Supply HFIP Channel 
Link Encryptor; Advanced Digital Antenna 
Production (ADAP) Antenna Electronics 
(AE); Advanced Digital Antenna Production 
(ADAP) Controlled Reception Pattern An-
tennas (CRPA); Control Interface Units (CIU) 
for AN/AAQ–24(V)N LAIRCM; aircraft spares; 
spare engines; support equipment; oper-
ational support systems; training; training 
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devices; maintenance trainer/classrooms; en-
gineering technical assistance (ETA); logis-
tics technical assistance (LTA); Country Li-
aison Officer (CLO) support; Contractor En-
gineering Technical Services (CETS); Con-
tractor Logistics Support (CLS); repair and 
return; transportation; aircraft ferry; other 
associated training and support; and other 
related elements of logistics and program 
support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (CN–P– 
SAH). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: CN–P–FGC. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid. Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 27, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Canada—P–8A Aircraft and Associated 

Support 
The Government of Canada has requested 

to buy up to sixteen (16) P–8A Patrol Air-
craft; up to twenty-six (26) Multifunctional 
Information Distribution System Joint Tac-
tical Radio System 5 (MIDS JTRS 5); up to 
thirty-eight (38) Embedded Global Posi-
tioning Systems (GPS)/Inertial Navigation 
Systems (EGIs) for the LN–251; up to twenty- 
five (25) System Processor Replacements for 
AN/AAQ–24(V)N Large Aircraft Infrared 
Countermeasures (LAIRCM) System Proc-
essor Replacement (LSPR) with Exelis Em-
bedded GPS Receiver (EGR) integrated with 
SAASM; and up to twenty-two (22) Guardian 
Laser Transmitter Assemblies (GLTA) for 
the AN/AAQ–24(V)N. Also included are com-
mercial engines; Tactical Open Mission Soft-
ware (TOMS) Electro-Optical (EO) and Infra-
red (IR) MX–20HD; AN/AAQ–2 Acoustic Sys-
tem; AN/APY–10 Radar; AN/ALQ–240 Elec-
tronic Support Measures; NexGen Missile 
Warning Sensors; AN/ARC–210 RT–2036(C) Ra-
dios; AN/PRC–117G Manpack Radios includ-
ing MPE-S type II with SAASM 3.7; AN/ALQ– 
213 Electronic Countermeasures; AN/ALE–47 
Countermeasures Dispenser Systems; AN/ 
UPX–43 Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) 
Interrogators; AN/APX–123A(V) IFF Digital 
Transponders; KIV–78 IFF Mode 4/5 Cryp-
tographic Appliques; KIV–701A Cryp-
tographic Core Modules; KY–100M, KY–58, 
KYV–5 for HF–121C radios; KG–175 Encryptor 
Network Convergence System; AN/PYQ–10 
V3 Simple Key Loaders (SKL) with KOV–21 
Cryptographic Appliques; Radiant Mercury 
Hardware and Software with ENTR(V)4 Re-
ceiver with Embedded Crypto for the Inte-
grated Broadcast System (IBS); software; 
publications; Dual KIV–7M with Power Sup-
ply HFIP Channel Link Encryptor; Advanced 
Digital Antenna Production (ADAP) An-
tenna Electronics (AE); Advanced Digital 
Antenna Production (ADAP) Controlled Re-
ception Pattern Antennas (CRPA); Control 
Interface Units (CIU) for AN/AAQ–24(V)N 
LAIRCM; aircraft spares; spare engines; sup-
port equipment; operational support sys-
tems; training; training devices; mainte-
nance trainer/classrooms; engineering tech-
nical assistance (ETA); logistics technical 
assistance (LTA); Country Liaison Officer 
(CLO) support; Contractor Engineering Tech-
nical Services (CETS); Contractor Logistics 
Support (CLS); repair and return; transpor-
tation; aircraft ferry; other associated train-
ing and support; and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is $5.9 billion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
military capability of Canada, a NATO ally 

that is an important force for ensuring polit-
ical stability and economic progress and a 
contributor to military, peacekeeping, and 
humanitarian operations around the world. 

This proposed sale will increase Canadian 
maritime forces’ interoperability with the 
United States and other allied forces, as well 
as their ability to contribute to missions of 
mutual interest. This will significantly im-
prove network-centric warfare capability for 
the U.S. forces operating globally alongside 
Canada. Canada will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing this equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The prime contractor will be The Boeing 
Company, Seattle, WA. There are a signifi-
cant number of other companies under con-
tract with the U.S. Navy that will provide 
components, systems, and engineering serv-
ices during the execution of this effort. 
While the purchaser typically requests off-
sets, any offset agreement will be defined in 
future negotiations between the purchaser 
and the contractor(s). 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require multiple trips by U.S. Government 
representatives and the assignment of con-
tractor representatives to Canada on an 
intermittent basis over the life of the case to 
support delivery and integration of items 
and to provide supply support management, 
inventory control and equipment famil-
iarization. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–47 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer 

Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The P–8A Patrol Aircraft is a version of 

the Boeing 737–800 Next Generation (NG) 
commercial aircraft adapted for military 
uses. The P–8A will replace the CP–140 as 
Canada’s long-range anti-submarine warfare 
(ASW), anti-surface warfare (ASuW), intel-
ligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
(ISR) aircraft capable of broad-area, mari-
time, and littoral operations. 

a. Tactical Open Mission Software (TOMS). 
Functions include environment planning, 
tactical aids, weapons planning aids, and 
data correlation. TOMS includes an algo-
rithm for track fusion which automatically 
correlates tracks produced by on board and 
off board sensors. 

b. Electro-Optical (EO) and Infrared (IR) 
MX–20HD. The EO/IR system processes visi-
ble EO and IR spectrum (IR Focal Plane 
Array (FPA) and Turret Stabilization) to de-
tect and image objects. 

c. AN/AQQ–2 Acoustic System. The acous-
tic sensor system is integrated within the 
mission system as the primary sensor for the 
aircraft ASW missions. The system has 
multi-static active coherent (MAC) 64 sono-
buoy processing capability and acoustic sen-
sor prediction tools. 

d. AN/APY–10 Radar. The aircraft radar is 
a direct derivative of the legacy AN/APS 
137(V) installed in the CP–140. The radar ca-
pabilities include Global Positioning System 
(GPS) selective availability anti-spoofing 
monitoring (SAASM), Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (SAR) and Inverse Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (ISAR) imagery resolutions, and peri-
scope detection mode. 

e. AN/ALQ–240 Electronic Support Meas-
ures (ESM). This system provides real time 
capability for the automatic detection, loca-
tion, measurement, and analysis of Radio 
Frequency (RF) signals and modes. Real 
time results are compared with a library of 

known emitters to perform emitter classi-
fication. 

f. The P–8A Electronic Warfare Self Pro-
tection (EWSP) suite consists ofthe AN/ALQ– 
213 Electronic Warfare Management System 
(EWMS), AN/ALE–47 Countermeasures Dis-
pensing System (CMDS), the NexGEN Mis-
sile Warning Sensors (MWS), AN/AAQ–24(V)N 
Large Aircraft Infrared Countermeasures 
(LAIRCM) System Processor. Replacement 
(LSPR) with Exelis EGR integrated with 
SAASM, and the AN/AAQ–24(V)N Large Air-
craft Infrared Countermeasures (LAIRCM) 
Guardian Laser Transmitter Assembly 
(GLTA) processors. The AN/AAQ–24(V)N 
LAIRCM is a self-contained, directed energy 
countermeasures system designed to protect 
aircraft from infrared guided surface-to-air 
missiles. The Electronic Warfare Self Protec-
tion (EWSP) includes threat information. 

g. AN/ARC–210 RT–2036(C) Radio. The RT– 
2036(C) radios are capable of line of sight and 
beyond line of sight (SATCOM) and can 
transmit clear or secure voice using Single 
Channel Ground and Airborne Radio System 
(SJNCGARS) or HAVEQUICK security fea-
tures. 

h. AN/PRC–117G Radio, Manpack. The AN/ 
PRC–117G is a tactical radio that extends 
communications Beyond Line of Sight 
(BLOS) with abilities for simultaneous 
SATCOM voice and data coinmunications. 
Situational awareness is enhanced by an em-
bedded SAASM 3.7 GPS receiver. 

i. Multifunctional Information Distribu-
tion System Joint Tactical Radio System 
(MIDS JTRS) 5, is an advanced Link–16 com-
mand, control, communications, and intel-
ligence system incorporating high-capacity, 
jam-resistant, digital communication links 
for exchange of near real-time tactical infor-
mation, including both data and vice, among 
air, ground, and sea elements. 

j. The Embedded Global Positioning Sys-
tem (EGI)-Inertial Navigation System (INS)/ 
LN–251 is a sensor that combines GPS and in-
ertial sensor inputs to provide accurate loca-
tion information for navigation and tar-
geting. 

k. AN/UPX–43 IFF Interrogator. The Iden-
tification Friend or Foe (IFF) AN/UPX–43 In-
terrogator system provides operators with 
the capability for timely and accurate dis-
play of both civil and military air traffic. 

l. Radiant Mercury Hardware and Soft-
ware. The Radiant Mercury Cross Domain 
Solution (CDS) allows data transfer traffic 
between both classified and unclassified net-
works onboard the P–8A. 

m. ENTR(V)4 Receiver with Embedded 
Crypto. The tactical receiver interfaces with 
the Integrated Broadcast System receiving 
nationally transmitted tracks for situational 
awareness. 

n. The Dual KIV–7M. The KIV–7M provides 
programmable link and multi-channel net-
work encryption for High Frequency (HF) 
radio communications. 

o. Advanced Digital Antenna Production 
(ADAP), Antenna Electronics (AE). The 
ADAP antenna electronics interfaces with 
the ADAP Controlled Reception Pattern An-
tenna (CRPA) antennas to insure avail-
ability of GPS signals to the aircraft. 

p. Advance Digital Antenna Production 
(ADAP) Controlled Reception Pattern An-
tenna (CRPA). The ADAP CRPA enables re-
ception of GPS signals to the aircraft. 

q. KG–175 Encryptor Network Convergence 
System (NC) CNTRX, INMARSAT, IP Data. 
The KG–175 TACLANE provides network 
communications security on Internet Pro-
tocol (IP) and Asynchronous Transfer Mode 
(ATM) networks used by the P–8A. 

r. AN/APX–123A(V) IFF Transponder Dig-
ital. The IFF AN/APX–123A(V) transponder is 
capable of both Mode 5 and Mode S secure 
modes and provides own ship positional in-
formation. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2275 July 10, 2023 
s. KIV–78 IFF Mode 4/5 Cryptographic Ap-

plique. The KIV–78 is Type 1 NSA-certified 
COMSEC for IFF. The KIV–78 provides cryp-
tographic and time-of-day services, concur-
rent Mode 4/5 operations as well as concur-
rent interrogator/transponder operations. 
The KIV–78 IFF system is deployed to iden-
tify cooperative, friendly systems. 

t. KIV–701 A Cryptographic Core Module. 
The KIV–70 1A encrypts the common data 
link that is used for line of sight secure 
transmission of video imagery to ground ter-
minals and ships. 

u. KY–100M, KY–58, KYV–5 for HF–121CD 
Radio. The KY–100M is a narrowband/wide-
band terminal that interoperates with 
TACTERM (CV–3591/KYV–5), MINTERM (KY– 
99A), VINSON (KY–57, KY–58), and 
SINCGARS. The KY–100M provides for secure 
voice and data communications in tactical 
airborne and ground environments and is a 
self-contained terminal that includes 
COMSEC. The KY–100M is based on the KY– 
99A architecture with enhanced interface ca-
pability. It includes KY–99A’s operational 
modes and KY–58’s operational modes. 

v. AN/PYQ–10 V3 Simple Key Loader (SKL) 
with KOV–21 Cryptographic Applique. The 
SKL is a ruggedized, portable, hand-held fill 
device used for securely receiving, storing, 
and transferring data between compatible 
cryptographic and communications equip-
ment. The SKL provides streamlined man-
agement of COMSEC key, Electronic Protec-
tion (EP) data, and Signal Operating Instruc-
tions (SOI). Cryptographic functions are per-
formed by an embedded KOV–21 applique. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge ofthe specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

4. A determination has been made that 
Canada can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Can-
ada. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–49, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of the Czech Republic for defense 
articles and services estimated to cost $5.62 
billion. We will issue a news release to notify 
the public of this proposed sale upon delivery 
of this letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–49 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
the Czech Republic. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $3.09 billion. 
Other $2.53 billion. 
Total $5.62 billion. 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Twenty-four (24) F–35 Joint Strike Fighter 

Conventional Take Off and Landing (CTOL) 
Aircraft. 

Twenty-five (25) Pratt & Whitney F135– 
PW–100 Engines (24 installed, 1 spare) Sev-
enty (70) AIM–120C–8 Advanced Medium 
Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM). 

Three (3) AIM–120C–8 AMRAAM Guidance 
Sections. 

Eighty-six (86) GBU–53/B Small Diameter 
Bombs—Increment II (SDB–11) 
StormBreaker All-Up-Rounds (AUR). 

Two (2) GBU–53 SDB–II Guided Test Vehi-
cles (GTV). 

Three (3) GBU–53 SDB–II Captive Carry Re-
liability Trainers (CCRT). 

Twelve (12) Mk–84 General Purpose 2,000-lb 
Bombs or BLU–109 2,000-lb Penetrator Bombs 
for the GBU–31. 

Twelve (12) KMU–556/KMU–557 Joint Direct 
Attack Munition (JDAM) Tail Kits for the 
GBU–31. 

Fifty (50) AIM–9X Block II/II+ Tactical 
Sidewinder Missiles. 

Ten (10) AIM–9X Block II Tactical Side-
winder Guidance Units. 

Eighteen (18) AIM–9X Block II Tactical 
Sidewinder Captive Air Training Missiles 
(CATM). 

Four (4) AIM–9X Block II CATM Guidance 
Units. 

Non-MDE: 
Also included are AIM–120 AMRAAM 

CATMs, control section spares, and con-
tainers; AIM–9 multi-purpose/dummy air 
training missiles and containers; DSU–41B 
Active Optical Target Detectors; Joint Di-
rect Attack Munition (JDAM) trainer tail 
kits; FMU–139 Joint Programmable Fuzes; 
AN/PYQ–10 Simple Key Loaders (SKL); ALE– 
70 Radio Frequency Countermeasures 
(RFCM) Transmitters; Identification Friend 
or Foe (IFF) equipment; electronic warfare 
(EW) data and Reprogramming Lab support; 
impulse cartridges, chaff, and flares; Com-
mon Munitions Built-In-Test (BIT)/Re-
programming Equipment (CMBRE); Car-

tridge Actuated Devices/Propellant Actuated 
Devices (CAD/PAD); Contractor Logistics 
Support (CLS); classified software and soft-
ware development, delivery, and integration 
support; transportation, ferry, and refueling 
support; ammunition and weapons compo-
nents; aircraft and munitions support and 
support equipment; integration and test sup-
port and equipment; aircraft engine Compo-
nent Improvement Program (CIP) support; 
secure communications, precision naviga-
tion, and cryptographic equipment; spare 
and repair parts, consumables, accessories, 
and repair and return support; in-country fa-
cilities and construction support; major and 
minor modifications, maintenance, and 
maintenance support; classified and unclas-
sified personnel training and training gear 
and equipment; classified and unclassified 
publications and technical documents; stud-
ies and surveys; U.S. Government and engi-
neering, technical, and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (EZ– 
D–SAB, EZ–D–YAC, EZ–D–YAD); Navy (EZ– 
P–LCS, EZ–P–AAA). 

(v) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology Contained in 
the Defense Article or Defense Services Pro-
posed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 29, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Czech Republic—F–35 and Munitions 

The Government of the Czech Republic has 
requested to buy twenty-four (24) F–35 Joint 
Strike Fighter Conventional Take Off and 
Landing (CTOL) Aircraft; twenty-five (25) 
Pratt & Whitney F135–PW–100 Engines (24 in-
stalled, 1 spare); seventy (70) AIM–120C–8 Ad-
vanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles 
(AMRAAM); three (3) AIM–120C–8 AMRAAM 
Guidance Sections; eighty-six (86) GBU–53/B 
Small Diameter Bombs—Increment II (SDB– 
II) StormBreaker A11-Up-Rounds (AUR); two 
(2) GBU–53 SDB–II Guided Test Vehicles 
(GTV); three (3) GBU–53 SDB–II Captive 
Carry Reliability Trainers (CCRT); twelve 
(12) Mk–84 General Purpose 2,000-lb Bombs or 
BLU–109 2,000-lb Penetrator Bombs for the 
GBU–31; twelve (12) KMU–556/KMU–557 Joint 
Direct Attack Munition (JDAM) Tail Kits 
for the GBU–31; fifty (50) AIM–9X Block II/II+ 
Tactical Sidewinder Missiles; ten (10) AIM– 
9X Block II Tactical Sidewinder Guidance 
Units; eighteen (18) AIM–9X Block II Tac-
tical Sidewinder Captive Air Training Mis-
siles (CATM); and four (4) AIM–9X Block II 
CATM Guidance Units. Also included are 
AIM–120 AMRAAM CATMs, control section 
spares, and containers; AIM–9 multi-purpose/ 
dummy air training missiles and containers; 
DSU–41B Active Optical Target Detectors; 
Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM) train-
er tail kits; FMU–139 Joint Programmable 
Fuzes; AN/PYQ–10 Simple Key Loaders 
(SKL); Radio Frequency Countermeasures 
(RFCM) Transmitters; Identification Friend 
or Foe (IFF) equipment; electronic warfare 
(EW) data and Reprogramming Lab support; 
impulse cartridges, chaff, and flares; Com-
mon Munitions Built-In-Test (BIT)/Re-
programming Equipment (CMBRE); Car-
tridge Actuated Devices/Propellant Actuated 
Devices (CAD/PAD); Contractor Logistics 
Support (CLS); classified software and soft-
ware development, delivery, and integration 
support; transportation, ferry, and refueling 
support; ammunition and weapons compo-
nents; aircraft and munitions support and 
support equipment; integration and test sup-
port and equipment; aircraft engine Compo-
nent Improvement Program (CIP) support; 
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secure communications, precision naviga-
tion, and cryptographic equipment; spare 
and repair parts, consumables, accessories, 
and repair and return support; in-country fa-
cilities and construction support; major and 
minor modifications, maintenance, and 
maintenance support; classified and unclas-
sified personnel training and training gear 
and equipment; classified and unclassified 
publications and technical documents; stud-
ies and surveys; U.S. Government and engi-
neering, technical, and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is $5.62 billion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) Ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in Eu-
rope. 

The proposed sale will improve the Czech 
Republic’s defense capabilities as well as 
support NATO operations by guarding 
against modern threats and maintaining a 
constant presence in the region. The Czech 
Republic will have no difficulty absorbing 
these articles and services into its armed 
forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be Lockheed 
Martin Aeronautics Company, Fort Worth, 
TX; Raytheon Missiles and Defense, Tucson, 
AZ; and The Boeing Company, St. Louis, MO. 
The purchaser typically requests offsets. 
Any offset agreement will be defined in nego-
tiations between the purchaser and the con-
tractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to the Czech Republic. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–49 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer 

Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The F–35A Conventional Take Off and 

Landing (CTOL) aircraft is a single seat, sin-
gle engine, all-weather, stealth, fifth-genera-
tion multirole aircraft. It contains sensitive 
technology including a low observable air-
frame/outer mold line, the Pratt and Whit-
ney F135 engine, AN/APG–81 radar, an inte-
grated core processor central computer, a 
mission systems/electronic warfare suite, a 
multiple sensor suite, and technical data and 
documentation and associated software. Sen-
sitive elements of the F–35A are also in-
cluded in operational flight and maintenance 
trainers. Sensitive and classified elements of 
the F–35A CTOL aircraft include hardware, 
accessories, components, and associated soft-
ware for the following major subsystems: 

a. The Pratt & Whitney F135 engine is a 
single 40,000-lb thrust class engine designed 
for the F–35 and assures highly reliable, af-
fordable performance. The engine is designed 
to be utilized in all F–35 variants, providing 
unmatched commonality and supportability 
throughout the worldwide base of F–35 users. 

b. The AN/APG–81 Active Electronically 
Scanned Array (AESA) is a high processing 
power and high transmission power elec-
tronic array capable of detecting air and 
ground targets from a greater distance than 
mechanically scanned array radars. It also 
contains a synthetic aperture radar (SAR), 
which creates high-resolution ground maps 
and provides both weather data to the pilot 

and air and ground tracks to the mission sys-
tem, the latter of which is used as a compo-
nent to fuse sensor data by the mission sys-
tem. 

c. The Electro-Optical Targeting System 
(EOTS) provides long-range detection and 
tracking, as well as an infrared search and 
track (IRST) and forward-looking infrared 
(FLIR) capability for precision tracking, 
weapons delivery, and bomb damage assess-
ment (BDA). The EOTS replaces multiple 
separate internal or podded systems typi-
cally found on legacy aircraft. 

d. The Electro-Optical Distributed Aper-
ture System (EODAS) provides the pilot with 
full spherical coverage for air-to-air and air- 
to-ground threat awareness, day/night vision 
enhancements, a fire control capability and 
precision tracking of wingmen and friendly 
aircraft. The EODAS provides data directly 
to the pilot’s helmet as well as the mission 
system. 

e. The F–35 Electronic Warfare (EW) sys-
tem is a reprogrammable, integrated system 
that provides radar warning and electronic 
support measures (ESM) along with a fully 
integrated countermeasures (CM) system. 
The EW system is the primary subsystem 
used to enhance situational awareness, tar-
geting support, and self-defense through the 
search, intercept, and location and identi-
fication of in-band emitters and to automati-
cally counter infrared (IR) and radio fre-
quency (RF) threats. 

f. The F–35 Command, Control, Commu-
nications, Computers and Intelligence/Com-
munications, Navigation, and Identification 
(C41/CNI) system provides the pilot with un-
matched connectivity to flight members, co-
alition forces, and the battlefield. lt is an in-
tegrated subsystem designed to provide a 
broad spectrum of secure, anti-jam voice and 
data communications, precision radio navi-
gation and landing capability, self-identi-
fication, beyond visual range target identi-
fication, and connectivity to off-board 
sources of information. It also includes an 
inertial navigation and global positioning 
system (GPS) for precise location informa-
tion. The functionality is tightly integrated 
within the mission system to enhance effi-
ciency. 

g. The F–35 C41/CNI system includes two 
data links: the Multi-Function Advanced 
Data Link (MADL) and Link–16. The MADL 
is designed specifically for the F–35 and al-
lows for stealthy communications between 
F–35s. Link–16 is an advanced command, con-
trol, communications, and intelligence (C3I) 
system incorporating jam-resistant, digital 
communication links for exchange of near 
real-time tactical information, including 
both data and voice, among air, ground, and 
sea elements. It provides the warfighter key 
theater functions such as surveillance, iden-
tification, air control, weapons engagement 
coordination, and direction for all services 
and allied forces. Link–16 equipment allows 
the F–35 to communicate with legacy air-
craft using widely-distributed J–series mes-
sage protocols. 

h. The F–35 Autonomic Logistics Global 
Sustainment (ALGS) provides a fully inte-
grated logistics management solution. ALGS 
integrates a number of functional areas, in-
cluding supply chain management, repair, 
support equipment, engine support, and 
training. The ALGS infrastructure employs 
a state-of-the-art information system that 
provides real-time, decision-worthy informa-
tion for sustainment decisions by flight line 
personnel. Prognostic health monitoring 
technology is integrated with the air system 
and is crucial to predictive maintenance of 
vital components. 

i. The F–35 Autonomic Logistics Informa-
tion System (ALIS) provides an intelligent 
information infrastructure that binds all the 

key concepts of ALGS into an effective sup-
port system. ALIS establishes the appro-
priate interfaces among the F–35, the 
warfighter, the training system, government 
information technology (11) systems, and 
supporting commercial enterprise systems. 
Additionally, ALIS provides a comprehen-
sive tool for data collection and analysis, de-
cision support, and action tracking. 

j. The F–35 Training System includes sev-
eral training devices to provide integrated 
training for pilots and maintainers. The 
pilot training devices include a Full Mission 
Simulator (FMS) and Deployable Mission 
Rehearsal Trainer (DMRT). The maintenance 
training devices include an Aircraft Systems 
Maintenance Trainer (ASMT), Ejection Sys-
tem Maintenance Trainer (ESMT), Outer 
Mold Line (OML) Lab, Flexible Linear 
Shaped Charge (FLSC) Trainer, Fl35 Engine 
Module Trainer, and Weapons Loading Train-
er (WLT). The F–35 Training System can be 
integrated, where both pilots and maintain-
ers learn in the same Integrated Training 
Center (ITC). Alternatively, the pilots and 
maintainers can train in separate facilities 
(Pilot Training Center and Maintenance 
Training Center). 

k. Other subsystems, features, and capa-
bilities include the F–35’s low observable air 
frame, Integrated Core Processor (ICP) Cen-
tral Computer, Helmet Mounted Display Sys-
tem (HMDS), Pilot Life Support System 
(LSS), Off-Board Mission Support (OMS) 
System, and publications and maintenance 
manuals. The HMDS provides a fully sun-
light readable biocular display presentation 
of aircraft information projected onto the pi-
lot’s helmet visor. The use of a night vision 
camera integrated into the helmet elimi-
nates the need for separate Night Vision 
Goggles. The Pilot LSS provides a measure 
of pilot chemical, biological, and radio-
logical protection through use of an On- 
Board Oxygen Generating System (OBOGS). 
OBOGS takes the Power and Thermal Man-
agement System (PTMS) air and enriches it 
by removing gases (mainly nitrogen) by ad-
sorption, thereby increasing the concentra-
tion of oxygen in the product gas and sup-
plying breathable air to the pilot. An escape 
system provides additional protection to the 
pilot. The OMS provides a mission planning, 
mission briefing, and a maintenance, intel-
ligence, and tactical debriefing platform for 
the F–35. 

2. The AIM–120C–8 Advanced Medium 
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air-launched, aerial intercept guid-
ed missile featuring digital technology and 
micro-miniature, solid-state electronics. 
AMRAAM capabilities include look-down/ 
shoot-down, multiple launches against mul-
tiple targets, resistance to electronic coun-
termeasures, and interception of high-and 
low-flying and maneuvering targets. This po-
tential sale will include Captive Air Training 
Missiles (CATM) as well as AMRAAM guid-
ance sections, propulsion sections, control 
sections, telemetry systems, and warhead, 
spares. 

3. The GBU–53/B Small Diameter Bomb— 
Increment II (SDB–II) StormBreaker All-Up- 
Round (AUR) is a 250–lb class precision-guid-
ed, semiautonomous, conventional air-to- 
ground munition used to defeat moving tar-
gets from standoff range and capable of oper-
ating in adverse weather. The SDB–II has 
deployable wings and fins and uses Global 
Positioning System/Inertial Navigation Sys-
tem (GPS/INS) guidance, network-enabled 
datalink (Link–16 and UHF), and a multi- 
mode seeker (millimeter wave radar, imag-
ing infrared, semi-active laser) to autono-
mously search, acquire, track, and defeat a 
variety of moving or stationary targets, at 
standoff range or close in, in a variety of at-
tack modes. The SDB–II employs a multi-ef-
fects warhead (blast, fragmentation, and 
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shaped-charge) for maximum lethality 
against armored and soft targets. The SDB– 
11 weapon system consists of the tactical 
AUR weapon, a 4–place common carriage sys-
tem, and mission planning system munitions 
application program (MAP). This potential 
sale includes SDB–11 Guided Test Vehicles 
(GTV) and Captive Carry Reliability Train-
ers (CCRT). 

4. Joint Direct Attack Munitions (JDAM) 
consist of a bomb body paired with a 
warheadspecific tail kit containing an Iner-
tial Navigation System (INS)/Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) guidance capability 
that converts unguided free-fall bombs into 
accurate, adverse weather ‘‘smart’’ muni-
tions. The JDAM weapon can be delivered 
from modest standoff ranges at high or low 
altitudes against a variety of land and sur-
face targets during the day or night. The 
JDAM can receive target coordinates via 
preplanned mission data from the delivery 
aircraft, by onboard aircraft sensors (e.g., 
FLIR, radar, etc.) during captive carry, or 
from a third-party source via manual or 
automated aircrew cockpit entry. This po-
tential sale will include either of the fol-
lowing variants as well as JDAM trainer tail 
kits. 

a. The GBU–3 lvl is a 2,000–lb JDAM, con-
sisting of a KMU–556 tail kit and BLU–117 or 
Mk–84 bomb body. 

b. The GBU–3lv3 is a 2,000–lb JDAM, con-
sisting of a KMU–557 tail kit and BLU–109 
bomb body. 

5. The AIM–9X Block II and Block II+ Tac-
tical Sidewinder Missiles represent a sub-
stantial increase in missile acquisition and 
kinematics performance over the AIM–9M 
and replaces the AIM–9X Block I Missile con-
figuration. The missiles include a high off- 
boresight seeker, enhanced countermeasure 
rejection capability, a low drag and high 
angle of attack airframe, and the ability to 
integrate with a helmet mounted cueing sys-
tem. The software algorithms are the most 
sensitive portion of the AIM–9X missile. The 
software continues to be modified via a Sys-
tem improvement Program (SIP) to improve 
counter-countermeasure capabilities. This 
potential sale will include AIM–9X CATMs, 
multipurpose/dummy training missiles, guid-
ance and control section spares, containers, 
and DSU–41B Active Optical Target Detec-
tors (AOTD). 

6. The FMU–139 Joint Programmable Fuze 
(JPF) is a multi-delay, multi-arm, and prox-
imity sensor compatible with general pur-
pose blast, frag, and hardened-target pene-
trator weapons. The JPF settings are cock-
pit selectable in flight when used with nu-
merous precision-guided weapons. 

7. The AN/PYQ–10 Simple Key Loader is a 
portable, hand-held device used for securely 
receiving, storing, and transferring data be-
tween compatible cryptographic and commu-
nications equipment. 

8. The ALE–70 is a radio frequency counter-
measure (RFCM) transmitter dispenser sys-
tem designed to fit into the F–35 Joint 
Strike Fighter (JSF) aircraft. The ALE–70 
consists ofthe reel and launcher assembly, 
tow line, T–1687 countermeasure transmitter, 
and electronic and mechanical subassem-
blies, along with canisters and explosive car-
tridges that deploy decoys to provide self- 
protection against radar guided missiles for 
aircraft. 

9. The Common Munitions Built-In-Test 
(BIT)/Reprogramming Equipment (CMBRE) 
is support equipment used to interface with 
weapon systems to initiate and report BIT 
results and both upload and download flight 
software. CMBRE supports multiple muni-
tions platforms with a range of applications 
that perform preflight checks, conduct peri-
odic maintenance checks, declassify muni-
tions memory, and load Operational Flight 

Program (OFP) data, munitions mission 
planning data, and Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) cryptographic keys. 

10. The Electronic Warfare Reprogramming 
Lab is used by U.S. Government engineers in 
the reprogramming and creation of shareable 
Mission Data Files for foreign F–35 cus-
tomers. 

11. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

12. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

13. A determination has been made that 
the Czech Republic can provide substantially 
the same degree of protection for the sen-
sitive technology being released as the U.S. 
Government. This sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the 
Policy Justification. 

14. All defense articles and services listed 
in this transmittal have been authorized for 
release and export to the Government of the 
Czech Republic. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(C) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as 
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No. 
23–0J. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described 
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 19– 
02 dated February 6, 2019. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosure. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–0J 

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-
tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec. 
36(b)(5)(C). AECA) 

(i) Purchaser: Government of India. 

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(l), AECA Transmittal No.: 19– 
02; Date: February 6, 2019; Implementing 
Agency: Air Force. 

Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description: On February 6, 2019, Con-

gress was notified by congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 19–02 of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(l) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, of two (2) Self-Protec-
tion Suites (SPS) consisting of AN/AAQ 
24(V)N Large Aircraft Infrared-Counter-
measures (LAIRCM), ALQ–211(V)8 Advanced 
Integrated Defensive Electronic Warfare 
Suite (AIDEWS), and AN/ALE–47 Counter- 
Measures Dispensing System (CMOS) to pro-
tect two (2) Boeing 777 Head-of-State air-
craft. The LAIRCM system consists of three 
(3) Guardian Laser Terminal Assemblies 
(GLTA), six (6) Missile Warning Sensors 
(MWS) for AN/AAQ–24 (V)N, one (1) LAIRCM 
System Processor Replacements (LSPR), one 
(1) Control Indicator Unit Replacement 
(CIUR), one (1) Smart Card Assembly and 
one (1) High Capacity Card (HCC)/User Data 
Memory (UDM) card. Major Defense Equip-
ment (MDE) consisted of twelve (12) Guard-
ian Laser Transmitter Assemblies (GLTA) 
AN/AAQ–24(V)N (6 installed, 6 spares); eight 
(8) LAIRCM System Processor Replacements 
(LSPR) AN/AAQ–24(V)N (2 installed, 6 
spares); twenty-three (23) Missile Warning 
Sensors (MWS) for AN/AAR–54 AAQ–24(V)N 
(12 installed, 11 spares): and five (5) AN/ALE– 
47 Counter-Measures Dispensing System 
(CMOS) (2 installed, 3 spares). Also included 
were Advanced Integrated Defensive Elec-
tronic Warfare Suites (AIDEWS), LAIRCM 
CIURs, Smart Card Assemblies, HCCs, and 
UDM cards, as well as: initial spares; 
consumables; repair and return support; sup-
port equipment; Self-Protection Suite (SPS) 
engineering design; integration; hardware in-
tegration; flight test and certification; selec-
tive availability anti-spoofing modules 
(SAASM); warranties, publications, and 
technical documentation; training and train-
ing equipment; field service representatives; 
U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical and logistics support services; 
and other related elements of logistical and 
program support. The total estimated cost 
was $190 million. MDE constituted $26 mil-
lion of this total. 

This transmittal reports the addition of 
the following non-MOE items and services: 
impulse cartridges, chaff, and flares; soft-
ware delivery and support; computer pro-
gram identification number (CPIN) systems; 
major modifications, maintenance, and 
maintenance support; additional spares and 
repair and return support; additional test 
and integration equipment and support; fa-
cilities and construction support; and trans-
portation support. No additional MDE is 
being reported; however, the total estimated 
MDE value will increase by $7 million to $33 
million due to price increases. The estimated 
total case value will increase to $379 million. 

(iv) Significance: This proposed sale will 
improve India’s capability to meet and deter 
current and future threats by ensuring the 
sustainability of its SPS. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will 
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives of the United States by help-
ing to strengthen the U.S.-Indian strategic 
relationship and to improve the securitys of 
a major defensive partner which continues to 
be an important force for political stability, 
peace, and economic progress in the Indo-Pa-
cific and South Asia region. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The Sensi-
tivity of Technology Statement contained in 
the original notification applies to items re-
ported here. The highest level of classifica-
tion of defense articles, components, and 
services included in this potential sale is SE-
CRET. 
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(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 

June 27, 2023. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as 
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No. 
0I–23. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described 
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 20– 
47 dated July 6, 2020. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosure. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 0I–23 
Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec. 
36(b)(5)(a), AECA) 

(i) Purchaser: Government of Lithuania. 
(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.: 

20–47. 
Date: July 6, 2020. 
Implementing Agency: Army. 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description: On July 6, 2020, Congress 

was notified by congressional certification 
transmittal number 20–47 of the possible 
sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, of six (6) UH–60M Black 
Hawk Helicopters in standard U.S. Govern-
ment configuration with designated unique 
equipment and Government Furnished 
Equipment (GFE); fourteen (14) T700–GE– 
701D Engines (12 installed and 2 spares); 
eight (8) AN/AAR–57 Common Missile Warn-
ing System (CMWS) (6 production and 2 
spares); and twelve (12) M240H Machine Guns. 
Also included were fifteen (15) EAGLE +429 
Embedded Global Positioning/Inertial Navi-
gation (EGI) System (12 production and 3 
spares); eight (8) AN/APX–123A Identification 
Friend or Foe (IFF) transponder (6 produc-
tion and 2 spares); fifteen (15) AN/ARC–201D 
(twelve (12) production and three (3) spares); 
fifteen (15) AN/ARC–231 radios (12 production 
and 3 spares); eight (8) AN/ARC–220 radios (6 
production and 2 spares); two (2) VRC–100 HF 
Radio Ground Stations (1 for primary oper-

ations and 1 spares); eight (8) AN/AVR–2B 
Laser Warning Receiver (6 production and 2 
spares); twelve (12) Common Missile Warning 
System (CMWS) User Data Module (UDM); 
eight (8) TALON Forward Looking Infrared 
Radar (TALON FLIR) (6 production and 2 
spares); eight (8) EBC–406. Emergency Loca-
tor Transmitter (6 production and 2 spares); 
thirty (30) AN/AVS–6 Military Grade Night 
Vision Goggles; fifteen (15) AN/AVS–7 Im-
proved Heads Up Display (IHUD) (Day)(12 for 
primary aircrew and 3 spares); fifteen (15) 
AN/AVS–7 Improved Heads Up Display (IHUD 
(Night) (12 for primary aircrew and 3 spares); 
five hundred (500) 1305–A965, CTG, 25.4mm, 
decoy M839; eight hundred (800) flare, air-
craft, countermeasure, M206; thirty-eight 
thousand four hundred (38,400) 7.62mm, 4 
Ball, M80, 1 Tracer, Linked A; eight (8) car-
tridge, impulse, MH44–0; twenty-four (24) car-
tridge, aircraft fire extinguisher; eight (8) 
cartridge, impulse, CCU–92/A; one thousand 
four hundred forty (1,440) cartridge, impulse, 
BBU–35/B; aircraft warranty, air worthiness 
support, spare and repair parts, support 
equipment, communication equipment, pub-
lications and technical documentation, per-
sonnel training and training equipment, 
ground support equipment, site surveys, tool 
and test equipment, Security Assistance 
Training Field Activity (SATFA) Aviation 
Courses, Technical Assistance Fielding Team 
(TAFT), U.S. Government and contractor 
technical and logistics support services, and 
other related element of program, technical 
and logistics support. The estimated total 
cost was $380 million. Major Defense Equip-
ment (MDE) constituted $150 million of this 
total. This transmittal reports the addition 
of the following MDE item: fifteen (15) H– 
764ACE Embedded Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) Inertial Navigation System (INS) 
(EGI), which will replace the obsolete non- 
MDE item of EAGLE+429 EGI System. This 
transmittal further reports the correction of 
the non-MDE item of AN/ARC–201D to AN/ 
ARC–210D. Also included is non-MDE 
WESCAM MX10D Electro-Optical Infrared 
Radar (EO/IR). The overall MDE value will 
remain $150 million. The estimated total 
case value will increase by $20 million to $400 
million. 

(iv) Significance: Lithuania plays an im-
portant role in strengthening deterrence ca-
pabilities on the northeastern flank of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
This equipment will significantly enhance 
Lithuania’s ability to counter threats posed 
by armored and hardened targets, thereby 
greatly increasing NATO’s overall security 
and providing a demonstrable deterrent ef-
fect. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will 
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives of the United States by help-
ing to improve the security of a NATO Ally 
that continues to be an important force for 
political stability and economic progress in 
Europe. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The Sensi-
tivity of Technology statement contained in 
the original notification applies in addition 
to items reported here. 

1. The H–764ACE EGI provides GPS and 
INS capabilities to the aircraft. The EGI will 
include Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing 
Module (SAASM) security modules to be 
used for secure GPS Precise Positioning 
Service (PPS) if required. 

2. The AN/ARC–210D, RT–2036(C), Single 
Channel Ground to Air Radio System 
(SINCGARS), is a tactical airborne radio 
subsystem that provides secure, anti-jam 
voice and data communication. The integra-
tion of communications security (COMSEC) 
and the Data Rate Adapter (DRA) combines 
three Line Replaceable Units into one and 
reduces overall weight of the aircraft. 

3. The WESCAM MX10D Electro-Optical In-
frared Radar (EO/IR) is a low-weight tar-
geting system for low-altitude tactical sur-
veillance, reconnaissance, and target acqui-
sition missions from manned or unmanned 
airborne platforms. The MX10D includes the 
enhanced high-resolution, High-Definition 
imagery with improved capability. It has a 
four-axis gimbal with internal Inertial Meas-
urement Unit (IMU). 

4. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 28, 2023. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–41, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Norway for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $293 million. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–41 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Norway. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $248 million. 
Other $45 million. 
Total $293 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services Under Consider-
ation for Purchase: Foreign Military Sales 
(FMS) case NO–D–AAG was below the con-
gressional notification threshold at $18.9 mil-
lion ($7.2 million in Major Defense Equip-
ment (MDE)), and included twenty (20 Guid-
ed Bomb Unit (GBU)–53/B Small Diameter 
Bombs-Increment II (SDB–II) All-Up-Rounds 
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(AURs). The Government of Norway has re-
quested the case be amended to include up to 
an additional five hundred eighty (580) GBU– 
53/B SDB–II AURs. This amendment will in-
crease the MDE and total case values above 
notification thresholds and thus requires no-
tification of the entire case. 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Up to Six Hundred (600) GBU–53/B Small 

Diameter Bombs-Increment II (SDB–II) All- 
Up-Rounds (AURs). 

Non-MDE: Also included are SDB–II Weap-
on Load Crew Trainers (WLCT) and Practical 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Trainers 
(PEDT); munitions support and support 
equipment; unclassified software delivery 
and support; spare parts, consumables, and 
accessories; repair and return support; modi-
fications and maintenance support; transpor-
tation support; unclassified publications and 
technical documentation; personnel training 
equipment and support; studies and surveys; 
U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical, and logistics support services; 
and other related elements of logistical and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (NO– 
D–AAG). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 28, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Norway—Small Diameter Bomb II 

The Government of Norway has requested 
to buy up to five hundred eighty (580) GBU– 
53/B Small Diameter Bombs-Increment II 
(SDB–II) All-Up-Rounds (AURs) that will be 
added to a previously implemented case. The 
original foreign military sales (FMS) case, 
valued at $18.9 mi1lion, included twenty (20) 
GBU–53/B, SDB–II AURs. This amendment 
will increase the MDE and total case values 
above notification thresholds and thus re-
quires notification of the entire case. There-
fore, this notification is for a total of up to 
six hundred (600) GBU–53/B, SDB–II AURs. 
Also included are SDB–II Weapon Load Crew 
Trainers (WLCT) and Practical Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Trainers (PEDT); muni-
tions support and support equipment; unclas-
sified software delivery and support; spare 
parts, consumables, and accessories; repair 
and return support; modifications and main-
tenance support; transportation support; un-
classified publications and technical docu-
mentation; personnel training equipment 
and support; studies and surveys; U.S. Gov-
ernment and contractor engineering, tech-
nical, and logistics support services; and 
other related elements of logistical and pro-
gram support. The total estimated cost is 
$293 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is an important 
force for political stability and economic 
progress in Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve Norway’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats by bolstering operational readiness 
while enhancing air and defense capabilities 
with a modernized weapon to support the 
new F–35A fleet. Norway will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this equipment and serv-
ices into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Raytheon 
Missile Systems, Tucson, AZ. There are no 
known offset agreements proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Norway. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–41 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The GBU–53 Small Diameter Bomb-In-

crement II (SDB–II) StormBreaker All-Up 
Round (AUR) is a 250-pound class precision- 
guided, semiautonomous, conventional, air- 
to-ground munition used to defeat moving 
targets through adverse weather from stand-
off range. The SDB–II has deployable wings 
and fins and uses Global Positioning System/ 
Inertial Navigation System (GPS/INS) guid-
ance, network-enabled datalink (Link–16 and 
Ultra High Frequency), and a multi-mode 
seeker (millimeter wave radar, imaging in-
frared, semi-active laser) to autonomously 
search, acquire, track, and defeat a variety 
of moving or stationary targets, at standoff 
range or close in, including a variety of at-
tack modes. The SDB–II employs a multi-ef-
fects warhead (blast, fragmentation, and 
shaped-charge) for maximum lethality 
against armored and soft targets. The SDB– 
II weapon system consists of the tactical 
AUR weapon, a 4-place common carriage sys-
tem, and mission planning system munitions 
application program (MAP). 

a. The SDB–II Weapon Load Crew Trainer 
(WLCT) is a mass mockup of the tactical 
AUR used for load crew and maintenance 
training. It does not contain energetics, a 
live fuze, any sensitive components, or haz-
ardous material. It is not flight certified. 

b. The SDB–II Practical Explosive Ord-
nance Disposal Trainer (PEST) is an Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) training unit 
with sections and internal subassemblies 
which are identical to, or correlate to, the 
external hardware, sections, and internal 
subassemblies of the tactical AUR. The 
PEST does not contain energetics, a live 
fuze, any sensitive components, or hazardous 
material. It is not flight certified. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

4. A determination has been made that 
Norway can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Nor-
way. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 

prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–16, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Poland for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $15 billion. We will 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–16 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Poland. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $13 billion. 
Other $2 billion. 
Total $15 billion. 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: The Government of Po-
land has requested to buy phase two of a 
two-phase program for an Integrated Air and 
Missile Defense (IAMD) Battle Command 
System (IBCS) enabled PATRIOT Configura-
tion-3+ with modernized sensors and compo-
nents, including: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Forty-eight (48) PATRIOT M903 Launch 

Stations. 
Up to six hundred forty-four (644) PA-

TRIOT Advanced Capability (PAC) 3 Missile 
Segment Enhanced (MSE) Missiles. 

Forty-eight (48) Launcher Interface Net-
work Kits (LINKs). 

Twelve (12) Lower Tier Air and Missile De-
fense Sensors (LTAMDS). 

Twelve (12) Large Tactical Power Systems 
(LTPS) for the LTAMDS. 

Non-MDE: Also included is communica-
tions equipment; tools and test equipment; 
support equipment; generators; spare parts; 
repair parts; Global Positioning System PPS 
(SAASM) receivers; modification kits; U.S. 
Government and contractor technical, engi-
neering, and logistics support services for 
planning, execution, Systems Integration 
and Checkout (SICO), flight test activities, 
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field office support and training; and other 
related elements of logistics and program 
support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (PL–B– 
UEJ, PL–B–UEK, PL–B–UEL, PL–B–UEM). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: PL–B–UCW. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 28, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Poland—Integrated Air and Missile Defense 

(IAMD) Battle Command System (IBCS) 
The Government of Poland has requested 

to buy phase two of a two-phase program for 
an Integrated Air and Missile Defense 
(IAMD) Battle Command System (IBCS) en-
abled PATRIOT Configuration-3+ with mod-
ernized sensors and components, including: 
forty-eight (48) PATRIOT M903 Launch Sta-
tions; up to six hundred forty-four (644) PA-
TRIOT Advanced Capability (PAC) 3 Missile 
Segment Enhanced (MSE) missiles; forty- 
eight (48) Launcher Interface Network Kits 
(LINKs); twelve (12) Lower Tier Air and Mis-
sile Defense Sensors (LTAMDS); and twelve 
(12) Large Tactical Power Systems (LTPS) 
for the LTAMDS. Also included is commu-
nications equipment; tools and test equip-
ment; support equipment; generators; spare 
parts; repair parts; Global Positioning Sys-
tem PPS (SAASM) receivers; modification 
kits; U.S. Government and contractor tech-
nical, engineering, and logistics support 
services for planning, execution, Systems In-
tegration and Checkout (SICO), flight test 
activities, field office support and training; 
and other related elements of logistics and 
program support. The total estimated pro-
gram cost is $15 billion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in Eu-
rope. 

The proposed sale will improve Poland’s 
missile defense capability and contribute to 
Poland’s military goals of updating capa-
bility while further enhancing interoper-
ability with the United States and other al-
lies. Poland will have no difficulty absorbing 
this equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be Raytheon 
Corporation, Andover, MA; Lockheed-Martin 
Missiles and Fire Control, Grand Prairie, TX; 
and another original equipment manufac-
turer to be selected to develop and produce 
generator sets for the LTPS. The purchaser 
has requested offsets. Any offset agreement 
will be defined in negotiations between the 
purchaser and the contractor(s). 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require approximately forty (40) U.S. Gov-
ernment and/or forty-five (45) contractor rep-
resentatives to travel to Poland for an ex-
tended period for equipment de-processing/ 
fielding, system checkout, training, and 
technical and logistics support. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–16 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 

1. The PATRIOT Advanced Capability 
(PAC) 3 Missile Segment Enhanced missile is 
a small, highly agile, kinetic kill interceptor 
for defense against tactical ballistic mis-
siles, cruise missiles and air-breathing 
threats. The MSE variant of the PAC–3 mis-
sile represents the next generation in hit-to- 
kill interceptors and provides expanded 
battlespace against evolving threats. The 
PAC–3 MSE improves upon the original PAC– 
3 capability with a higher performance solid 
rocket motor, modified lethality enhancer, 
more responsive control surfaces, upgraded 
guidance software, and insensitive munitions 
improvements. 

2. M903 launcher stations are capable of 
launching the entire family of PATRIOT 
missiles. All new U.S. launchers are M903 
configuration. 

3. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

4. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

5. A determination has been made that the 
Government Poland can provide substan-
tially the same degree of protection for the 
sensitive technology being released as the 
U.S. Government. This sale is necessary in 
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and 
national security objectives outlined in the 
Policy Justification. 

6. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Po-
land. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(l) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–21, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Romania for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $105 million. We 

will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–21 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(6)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Romania. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment $0 million. 
Other $105 million. 
Total $105 million. 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: The Government of Ro-
mania has requested to buy equipment and 
services to modernize thirty-two (32) F–16 
Mid-Life Update Block 10/15 aircraft to be 
procured through third-party transfer from 
Norway. The equipment includes: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Included are KY–58M and KIV–78 

cryptographic devices; AN/PYQ–l0C Simple 
Key Loaders; Joint Mission Planning Sys-
tems (JMPS); Night Vision Device (NVD) 
aviator vision systems and spare Image In-
tensifier Tubes; Electronic Warfare database 
support; Classified/Unclassified Computer 
Program Identification Number Systems 
(CPIN) and CPIN Electronic Combat Inter-
national Security Assistance Program 
(ECISAP) equipment and support; flight test 
services; integration and test support and 
equipment; aircraft support equipment; se-
cure communications equipment, precision 
navigation, and cryptographic devices; Clas-
sified/Unclassified software delivery and sup-
port; spare parts, consumables and acces-
sories, and repair and return support; main-
tenance and maintenance support; studies/ 
surveys; Classified/Unclassified publications 
and technical documentation; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical 
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (RO– 
D–QAP). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: RO–D–QAN, 
RO–D–QAH. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 30, 2023. 

As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Romania—F–16 Aircraft Modernization 

The Government of Romania has requested 
to buy equipment and services to modernize 
thirty-two (32) F–16 Mid-Life Update Block 
10/15 aircraft to be procured through third- 
party transfer from Norway. The equipment 
includes KY–58M and KIV–78 cryptographic 
devices; AN/PYQ–10C Simple Key Loaders; 
Joint Mission Planning Systems (JMPS); 
Night Vision Device (NVD) aviator vision 
systems and spare Image Intensifier Tubes; 
Electronic Warfare database support; Classi-
fied/Unclassified Computer Program Identi-
fication Number Systems (CPJN) and CPIN 
Electronic Combat International Security 
Assistance Program (ECISAP) equipment 
and support; flight test services; integration 
and test support and equipment; aircraft 
support equipment; secure communications 
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equipment, precision navigation, and cryp-
tographic devices; Classified/Unclassified 
software delivery and support; spare parts, 
consumables and accessories, and repair and 
return support; maintenance and mainte-
nance support; studies/surveys; Classified/ 
Unclassified publications and technical docu-
mentation; U.S. Government and contractor 
engineering, technical and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. The estimated 
total cost is $105 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy goals and national security objectives 
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in Eu-
rope. 

The proposed sale will improve Romania’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats by bolstering its operational readi-
ness while enhancing air and defense capa-
bilities with a modernized fleet. Romania 
has F–16s in its inventory and will have no 
difficulty absorbing these aircraft and equip-
ment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Lockheed 
Martin, Fort Worth, TX. There are no known 
offset agreements proposed in connection 
with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Romania. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–21 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(l) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The F–16 Block 10/15 Mid Life Update 

(MLU) aircraft is an advanced, single engine 
multi-role fighter aircraft. The configura-
tion and capability modifications for the F– 
16 MLU aircraft include an avionics package 
for the Romania specific M6.5.2 Core Oper-
ational Flight Plan (OFP) Baseline, Commu-
nications and Identification for M6.5.2, navi-
gation aids, advanced cockpit, mission plan-
ning, electronic warfare and integrated lo-
gistics supportability. 

2. The KY–58 is a secure voice module pri-
marily used to encrypt radio communication 
to and from military aircraft and other tac-
tical vehicles. 

3. The KIV–78 is a cryptographic applique 
for IFF, It can be loaded with Mode 5 classi-
fied elements. 

4. The AN/PYQ–10 Simple Key Loader is a 
handheld device used for securely receiving, 
storing, and transferring data between com-
patible cryptographic and communications 
equipment. 

5. The Joint Mission Planning System 
(JMPS) is a multi-platform, PC-based mis-
sion planning system. 

6. The Hands-On Black-Out (HOBO) Night 
Vision Imaging System (NVIS) is a Night Vi-
sion Device designed for use with a F–16 
NVIS-compatible cockpit. 

7. The Electronic Warfare Integrated Re-
programming Database (EWIRDB) is used by 
USG engineers in the reprogramming and 
creation of shareable Mission Data Files for 
the AN/ALQ–131 electronic countermeasures 
pod on the F–16 aircraft. The source product 
is not releasable to the customer. 

8. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

9. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 

hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

10. A determination has been made that 
Romania can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

11. All defense articles and services listed 
in this transmittal have been authorized for 
release and export to the Government of Ro-
mania. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–38, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Representative Office 
in the United States (TECRO) for defense ar-
ticles and services estimated to cost $108 
million. We will issue a news release to no-
tify the public of this proposed sale upon de-
livery of this letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–38 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States (TECRO). 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $0 million. 
Other $108 million. 
Total $108 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 

Non-MDE: A Cooperative Logistics Supply 
Support Arrangement (CLSSA) Foreign Mili-
tary Sales Order II (FMSO II) to support the 
purchase of spare and repair parts for 
wheeled vehicles, weapons, and other related 
elements of program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (TW–B– 
KZJ). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: TW–B–KZD, 
TW–B–KZC. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 29, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representa-

tive Office in the United States (TECRO)— 
Blanket Order Cooperative Logistics Sup-
ply Support Arrangement (CLSSA) Foreign 
Military Sales Order II (FMSO II) 
The Taipei Economic and Cultural Rep-

resentative Office in the United States 
(TECRO) has requested to buy a Cooperative 
Logistics Supply Support Arrangement 
(CLSSA) Foreign Military Sales Order II 
(FMSO II) to support the purchase of spare 
and repair parts for wheeled vehicles, weap-
ons, and other related elements of program 
support. The estimated total cost is $108 mil-
lion. 

This proposed sale is consistent with U.S. 
law and policy as expressed in Public Law 96– 
8. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by supporting the recipi-
ent’s continuing efforts to modernize its 
armed forces and to maintain a credible de-
fensive capability. The proposed sale will 
help improve the security of the recipient 
and assist in maintaining political stability, 
military balance, and economic progress in 
the region. 

The proposed sale will contribute to the 
sustainment of the recipient’s vehicles, 
small arms, combat weapon systems, and 
logistical support items, enhancing its abil-
ity to meet current and future threats. The 
proposed sale will contribute to the recipi-
ent’s goal of maintaining its military capa-
bility while further enhancing interoper-
ability with the United States. The recipient 
will have no difficulty absorbing this equip-
ment and support into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor(s) will be deter-
mined from approved vendors determined by 
the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) to pro-
vide these parts for the U.S. military. There 
are no known offset agreements proposed in 
connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to the recipient. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
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sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(l) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–44, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Representative Office 
in the United States (TECRO) for defense ar-
ticles and services estimated to cost $332.2 
million. We will issue a news release to no-
tify the public of this proposed sale upon de-
livery of this letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–44 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(l) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States (TECRO). 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $0 million. 
Other $332.2 million. 
Total $332.2 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Included are: various unclassi-

fied 30 mm ammunition, including 30 mm 
High Explosive Incendiary-Tracer rounds, 30 
mm multi-purpose rounds, and 30 mm train-
ing rounds; engineering technical services, 
including configuration control, production 
support, ammunition testing, and Load, As-
semble, and Pack services; other technical 
services, including sourcing and acquisition 
assistance, Navy civilian personnel cost, con-
tract support services, support on technical 
data requests, responses to Requests for In-
formation, up to two (2) Program Manage-
ment Reviews per year, and testing and doc-
umentation associated with contract pro-
curements; and other related elements of lo-
gistic and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (TW–P– 
AMA). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid. Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 29, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representa-

tive Office in the United States (TECRO)— 
30 mm Ammunition 
The Taipei Economic and Cultural Rep-

resentative Office in the United States 
(TECRO) has requested to buy various un-
classified 30 mm ammunition, including 30 
mm High Explosive Incendiary-Tracer 
rounds, 30 mm multi-purpose rounds, and 30 
mm training rounds; engineering technical 
services, including configuration control, 
production support, ammunition testing, and 
Load, Assemble, and Pack services; other 
technical services, including sourcing and 
acquisition assistance, Navy civilian per-
sonnel cost, contract support services, sup-
port on technical data requests, responses to 
Requests for Information, up to two (2) Pro-
gram Management Reviews per year, and 
testing and documentation associated with 
contract procurements; and other related 
elements of logistic and program support. 
The estimated total cost is $332.2 million. 

This proposed sale is consistent with U.S. 
law and policy as expressed in Public Law 96– 
8. 

This proposed sale serves U.S. national, 
economic, and security interests by sup-
porting the recipient’s continuing efforts to 
modernize its armed forces and to maintain 
a credible defensive capability. The proposed 
sale will help improve the security of the re-
cipient and assist in maintaining political 
stability, military balance, and economic 
progress in the region. 

The proposed sale will contribute to the 
sustainment of the recipient’s CM34 Armored 
Vehicles, enhancing its ability to meet cur-
rent and future threats. This ammunition 
will contribute to the recipient’s goal of 
maintaining its military capability while 
further enhancing interoperability with the 
United States. The recipient will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this ammunition into its 
armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor for the AB44 am-
munition will be Alliant Techsystems Oper-
ations LLC, Plymouth, MN, The principal 
contractor for the AB51 and AA90 ammuni-
tion will be General Dynamics Ordnance and 
Tactical Systems—Simoni, Marion, IL. 
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the permanent assignment of any 
additional U.S. Govemment or contractor 
representatives to the recipient. Program Of-
fice and support representatives will travel 
to the recipient on a temporary basis. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE UNITED 
STATES MILITARY ACADEMY 
CLASS OF 2023 GRADUATES 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the class of 2023 
graduates from the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point and the 23 exem-
plary graduates from the State of 
Michigan. 

From plebes to firsties, and now sec-
ond lieutenants in the U.S. Army, the 
class of 2023 has come through one of 
the most challenging and rewarding ex-
periences of their lives to join ‘‘The 
Long Gray Line.’’ The class motto, 
‘‘Freedom is not Free,’’ reflects the 
class of 2023’s commitment and moral, 

mental, and physical strength nec-
essary to graduate from West Point 
and serve as commissioned officers in 
the U.S. Army. I commend the grad-
uates for their dedication to support 
and defend the American Constitution 
and uphold the ethical standards of the 
Army and United States of America. 

I am honored to ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating, from Michi-
gan: Zachary C. Hellebuyck, Jack Fish, 
Zenon Stepien, Audra Bloch, Madison 
Tolston, Elle Bennett, Colin J. Day, 
Daniel Reimchen, Henry J. Janeway, 
Jr., Alma Cooper, Michael J. Erickson, 
Jr., Luke Doyle, Daniel Chung, Mar-
garet Neumeyer, Henry Carroll, Mi-
chael Lance, Tyler Prichard, Benjamin 
Buia, Levi D. Hren, Erika Rapp.While 
their service to our Nation has just 
begun, I am confident these new offi-
cers will embody the values of ‘‘Duty, 
Honor, Country.’’ 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO LT. GENERAL 
RONALD BURGESS 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize and congratulate LTG Ron-
ald L. Burgess, Jr., on his retirement 
as Auburn University’s executive vice 
president and express my gratitude for 
his many contributions to our Nation 
and to the State of Alabama. 

General Burgess began his career in 
1974 when he was commissioned in mili-
tary intelligence through the Auburn 
University Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps Program. He received a bachelor 
of arts degree in political science from 
Auburn in 1974, a master of science de-
gree in education from the University 
of Southern California in 1980, and a 
master of military arts and science 
from the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College in 1986. His mili-
tary education includes the Armor Of-
ficer Basic Course, the Military Intel-
ligence Officers Advanced Course, the 
Command and General Staff College, 
the Advanced Military Studies Pro-
gram, and the Air War College. 

Early in his career, General Burgess’s 
staff and command positions included 
assignments in armor and military in-
telligence units in Berlin, Germany, 
and at Fort Stewart and Fort Benning, 
GA, as well as Fort Richardson, AK. 
Some of his key positions included as-
sistant executive officer to the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Wash-
ington, DC, in 1990, and battalion com-
mander, 25th Infantry Division (Light) 
at Schofield Barracks, HI, from 1993 to 
1994. 

Additionally, he commanded the 
470th Military Intelligence Brigade in 
Panama from June 1995 to May 1997, 
served as director of intelligence, J2, 
Joint Special Operations Command 
(JSOC), Fort Bragg, NC, from May 1997 
to June 1999, served as the director of 
intelligence, J2, U.S. Southern Com-
mand from June 1999 until May 2003, 
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and finally served as director for intel-
ligence, J2, for the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
from June 2003 to July 2005. 

In 2005, General Burgess reported to 
the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence, where he served consecu-
tively as the Deputy Director of Na-
tional Intelligence for Customer Out-
comes, Director of the Intelligence 
Staff, and Acting Principal Deputy Di-
rector of National Intelligence. On 
March 18, 2009, General Burgess became 
the 17th Director of the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency until his official retire-
ment from the U.S. Army on Sep-
tember 1, 2012. 

After his illustrious 38-year military 
career, General Burgess returned to 
Auburn University in December 2012 to 
serve as senior counsel for National Se-
curity, Cyber Programs and Military 
Affairs, before being appointed as Au-
burn’s chief operating officer in May 
2018. He was named executive vice 
president of Auburn University in June 
2019. 

His awards and commendations 
throughout his career speak for them-
selves. They include the Defense Dis-
tinguished Service Medal; Defense Su-
perior Service Medal, (two oakleaf 
clusters); Legion of Merit; Meritorious 
Service Medal, (four oakleaf clusters); 
Joint Service Commendation Medal; 
Army Commendation Medal; Army 
Achievement Medal; NATO Medal— 
former Republic of Yugoslavia; Para-
chutist Badge; Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Identification Badge; and Army Staff 
Identification Badge. 

In 2013, General Burgess was awarded 
the Auburn Alumni Association’s Life-
time Achievement Award. In 2015, he 
was inducted into the U.S. Army Mili-
tary Intelligence Hall of Fame and, in 
2016, was inducted into the Army ROTC 
National Hall of Fame. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama 
and our Nation, I offer him my heart-
felt thanks and a long and happy re-
tirement with his wife Marta, their five 
children, Lee, Regina, Julia, Mary, and 
John, and their 16 grandchildren. Gen-
eral Burgess’s career is defined by re-
markable devotion and patriotism to 
his country. We owe him a debt of grat-
itude for his dedicated and exemplary 
service. 

‘‘War Eagle!’’∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR ROBERT 
BOURGEAU 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
have the distinct honor of recognizing 
U.S. Army MAJ Robert Bourgeau of 
Missoula County for his heroism on 
and off the battlefield. 

Since graduating high school, Robert 
committed his life to military service. 
Growing up in Missoula, the uniform 
and the duty that came with wearing it 
inspired him. We all know being a 
member of the U.S. Armed Forces is 
more than a job; it is a noble calling to 
serve that translates beyond one’s time 
spent in uniform. 

On October 3, 2022, at Torii Station in 
Okinawa, Japan, Robert demonstrated 

his steadfast commitment to putting 
others before himself. Around 2 p.m. 
that day, Robert and some of the stu-
dents he instructed in scuba diving 
were at Mermaid’s Grotto, a diving 
spot in Okinawa, when they noticed a 
Japanese woman calling for help with 
her 11-year-old daughter and a U.S. sol-
dier who were trapped in a rip current 
100 yards off shore. As 6-foot waves 
came crashing in on the endangered 
snorkelers, Robert made his way to the 
young girl as well as her mother who 
became engulfed in the waves in the 
process. He grabbed them both and 
swam as hard as he could until he 
reached the shore and brought them 
both to safety. His strength and energy 
were depleting, yet he made his way 
back out to the dangerous waves for 
the soldier and was able to direct him 
safely to shore. 

Robert’s commitment to his oath to 
protect and serve sets him apart from 
his peers. Being willing to lay down his 
life for others is more than a choice; it 
is his duty. Robert is a proud husband, 
father, and grandfather, and I know his 
leadership and bravery are inspiring 
not only to his family, but people 
around the world. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize 
U.S. Army MAJ Robert Bourgeau for 
his commitment to putting service 
over self. The Treasure State’s rich leg-
acy of military service is carried on for 
generations because of brave men like 
Robert. Thank you for your service. 
You make Montana proud.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING HY-CAPACITY 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to 
recognize Hy-Capacity of Humboldt, 
IA, as the Senate Small Business of the 
Week. 

Hy-Capacity was founded by James 
‘‘Scratch’’ Olson in 1978 in Pocahontas, 
IA, as a remanufacturer of agricultural 
farming equipment. In 1980, the busi-
ness was relocated to Humboldt and fo-
cused on clutches, water pumps, and 
torque amplifier modifications. The 
company’s name refers to Scratch’s 
ability to take existing tractor parts 
and modify them for ‘‘higher capacity’’ 
uses for farmers. Hy-Capacity has 
evolved over the years and expanded to 
offer a wide range of agricultural 
equipment, including cab kits, radi-
ators, and engine overhaul kits. They 
have grown their products globally and 
currently export their parts to Canada 
and Mexico. 

Hy-Capacity is an exemplary family 
business. Scratch’s sons Jeff and Steve 
work at Hy-Capacity. Steve became the 
president in the 1990s after working 
there since the company’s inception. 
Steve currently serves as CEO, and his 
daughter Molly Varangkounh served as 
president from 2001 until 2022. Steve’s 

son David now runs the day-to-day 
business operations. A fourth genera-
tion of the Olson family, Molly’s 
daughter Claire, joined the family busi-
ness as an intern from 2017 until 2021. 
Scratch Olson’s legacy includes a 
multigenerational workforce and a 
thriving business committed to hard 
work, community involvement, and 
dedication to farmers. In 2023, Hy-Ca-
pacity celebrated its 45th business an-
niversary. 

The Hy-Capacity team does not only 
work hard, but they also give back. In 
2009, they won the Iowa Governor’s En-
vironmental Excellence Award and the 
Recycling Project/Facility of the Year 
by the Iowa Recycling Association. Hy- 
Capacity is involved with the Iowa Fu-
ture Farmers of America, where they 
became the official sponsor for tractor 
seats at events in 2014. Another impor-
tant partnership for Hy-Capacity is the 
Humboldt County Memorial Hospital. 
During the COVID–19 pandemic, Hy-Ca-
pacity shifted gears and started manu-
facturing masks and gowns for the hos-
pital. In addition to the masks and 
gowns Hy-Capacity provided, they were 
able to assemble a group of volunteers 
that helped produce almost 200 addi-
tional masks. 

Hy-Capacity’s commitment to pro-
viding high-quality tractor parts to 
farmers throughout North America 
while maintaining their Humboldt 
roots is clear. I want to congratulate 
the Olson family and the entire team 
at Hy-Capacity for their continued 
dedication to providing affordable and 
high-quality parts to Iowans. I look 
forward to seeing their continued 
growth and success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWESTERN 
STEAKHOUSE 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to 
recognize Northwestern Steakhouse of 
Mason City, IA, as the Senate Small 
Business of the Week. 

Greek immigrants Pete Maduras and 
Tony Papouchis founded the restaurant 
in 1920 under the name ‘‘Pete’s Place.’’ 
The original location was in the North-
western Row neighborhood of Mason 
City. During the early 20th century, 
Mason City was experiencing an in-
crease in business development due to 
the opening of the Northwestern State 
Portland Cement Plant in 1906 and the 
Lehigh Portland Cement Company in 
1910. Many of the workers moving to 
Mason City were European immigrants 
like Pete and Tony. During the early 
history of the restaurant, Pete handled 
the business side, while Tony was the 
head chef. Tony spent 3 years in the 
Greek Army and used the recipes he 
learned from his service to inspire the 
menu. Pete’s Place moved to its second 
location on North Federal Avenue in 
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1932, before moving again to the cur-
rent location on 16th Street NW in 1954. 

In 1965, Pete retired, and the res-
taurant was rebranded to Northwestern 
Steakhouse. Tony planted a garden 
next to the restaurant, where he used 
fresh produce in his meals, including 
his famous fresh salads. On Sundays, 
Tony offered a special menu that paid 
homage to his Greek roots. Tony 
worked at the restaurant every day 
until his passing at 98 years old in 1991. 
Today, Tony’s son Bill Papouchis runs 
the restaurant with his wife Ann. Bill 
and Ann continue to honor Tony’s leg-
acy by using the recipes he created and 
keeping the menu consistent with 
Tony’s vision. 

The Northwestern Steakhouse team 
is well-recognized for their hard work. 
In 2019, Business Insider listed them as 
the Iowa winner of ‘‘The most famous 
restaurant in every state’’ article. Ad-
ditionally, online food, drink, and trav-
el publication Thrillist recognized 
them in ‘‘The Most Iconic Restaurant 
in Every State’’ article. In 2020, while 
celebrating its 100th anniversary, 
Northwestern Steakhouse won the 
‘‘Business of the Year Award’’ from the 
Mason City Chamber of Commerce. The 
same year, Mason City mayor Bill 
Schickel awarded the restaurant the 
key to the city. Northwestern 
Steakhouse also gives back to the com-
munity. In March 2021, they hosted 
their first ‘‘Wonderful Wednesday,’’ 
which raised over $1,000 for Habitat for 
Humanity of North Central Iowa. 

Northwestern Steakhouse’s commit-
ment to providing quality food and din-
ing in North Central Iowa is clear. I 
want to congratulate the Papouchis 
family and the entire team at North-
western Steakhouse for their continued 
dedication to providing an iconic cul-
inary experience to Iowans. I look for-
ward to seeing their continued growth 
and success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TOTAL DETAILING 
AUTO SPA 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to 
recognize Total Detailing Auto Spa of 
Bettendorf, IA, as the Senate Small 
Business of the Week. 

As a child, Bettendorf resident Tim 
Lofgren cleaned cars in his neighbor-
hood as a part-time business. He came 
up with the name ‘‘Total Detailing’’ at 
the age of 15 after he determined that 
he could turn his childhood hobby into 
a small business. Total Detailing Auto 
Spa was founded in 1998 and started out 
at a residential home, then a location 
in downtown Bettendorf. In 2008, Tim 
and his wife Susan acquired an 11,200- 
square-foot facility in Bettendorf, IA, 
which serves as the current location 
for their business. 

Total Detailing Auto Spa offers com-
plete interior and exterior car detail-

ing. In addition to their detailing serv-
ices, they also provide full-service car-
wash, boat detailing, and motorcycle 
detailing in the Quad Cities. Total De-
tailing Auto Spa also operates a retail 
showroom where antique cars are on 
display for customers to admire while 
their car is being serviced, with the 
showroom currently displaying a 1929 
Ford Roadster. The facility has four 
bays, including an oversized one for 
boats, recreational vehicles, and trac-
tors. Over the years, Total Detailing 
Auto Spa has significantly expanded 
its workforce from a two-person shop 
to more than 30 employees. 

Total Detailing Auto Spa has built 
up a loyal following over the years. In 
November 2019, Bettendorf resident 
Lou Riojas received his 500th car wash 
from Total Detailing Auto Spa. Lou 
has relied on Total Detailing Auto Spa 
to wash his red G–6 Pontiac several 
times a week. The Total Detailing 
team has also given back to the Quad 
Cities community by providing serv-
ices to charity auctions and local 
school benefits. Total Detailing Auto 
Spa’s hard work has paid off as they 
are celebrating their 25th anniversary 
this year. 

Total Detailing Auto Spa’s commit-
ment to providing quality car washes 
and auto detailing services in 
Bettendorf, IA, is clear. I want to con-
gratulate Tim and Susan Lofgren and 
the entire team at Total Detailing 
Auto Spa for their continued dedica-
tion to providing car detailing services 
to Iowans. I look forward to seeing 
their continued growth and success in 
Iowa.∑ 

f 

MCFARLAN VETERANS MEMORIAL 
PARK 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the McFarlan Veterans 
Memorial Park located in Flint, MI, in 
Genesee County. The stewards of this 
historic landmark, ‘‘The Friends of 
McFarlan Park,’’ incorporated in 2011 
and forged a formal agreement with 
the city of Flint authorizing the orga-
nization to preserve and manage the 
park. Developing a master plan to ren-
ovate and update the facility, volun-
teers spent years fundraising, reaching 
their goal in 2022 allowing the park’s 
renovation to begin. It is a privilege 
and honor to recognize the completion 
of this historic project and commemo-
rate the formal rededication of the 
park on Thursday, July 13, 2023. 

In 1875, the park was purchased for 
$3,700, becoming the first park owned 
by the city of Flint and named for lum-
ber baron, farmer, and Flint mayor 
Alexander McFarlan who donated and 
oversaw the installation of a water 
fountain on the property. In 1951, the 
park was designated as Genesee Coun-
ty’s official war memorial, erecting a 
historical stone marker with the fol-
lowing inscription, ‘‘FOREVER HON-
ORING ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF GENESEE COUNTY WHO SERVED 
IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE 

UNITED STATES IN TIME OF WAR 
DEDICATED MAY 30, 1951.’’ 

In 1968, the park erected memorial 
columns which now contain the names 
of thousands of Genesee County mili-
tary veterans who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice to our country from the Civil 
War to present day. In 1969, the Flint 
Council of the American Legion in-
stalled and dedicated a key landmark 
known within the park, an eternal 
burning flame which features a com-
memorative plaque signifying it as a 
‘‘Flame of Freedom.’’ On July 21, 1975, 
the McFarlan Veterans Memorial Park 
celebrated its centennial, adding a new 
marker in place of the ornamental 
fountain that once stood in the park 
gifted by its namesake, Alexander 
McFarlan. The marker now serves as a 
celebration of the park’s 100 years of 
existence and the community growth 
throughout this time. On the back side, 
a commemorative plaque was installed 
in 2005 noting its sesquicentennial cele-
bration and funding provided by the 
Ruth Mott Foundation, which provided 
new landscaping. The most recent com-
memorative addition features recogni-
tion of K9 service dogs who serve in the 
U.S. military and was gifted by Ro-
berta Gramer in honor of her son, Navy 
veteran and Friend of McFarlan Park 
board member William Dennis Gramer, 
1944–2023. 

Located in the heart of downtown 
Flint, the McFarlan Veteran Memorial 
Park has continued to thoughtfully re-
mind us that our freedom is not free, 
recognize our Armed Service members, 
is home to annual Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day ceremonies, and inspires 
community pride through Earth Day 
cleanups and more. 

I cannot understate the impact that 
McFarlan Veterans Memorial Park has 
had on the generations of citizens who 
call the city of Flint and Genesee 
County home. A pillar of strength and 
a solemn place to honor and mourn the 
loss of a loved one, this historical 
monument is the embodiment of the 
leadership throughout this community 
and the generosity of ongoing mone-
tary support to honor our history. I 
ask you to join me in recognizing and 
celebrating the rededication of this 148- 
year-old historic memorial and the 
Friends of McFarlan Park for renewing 
their commitment to ‘‘Remember all 
those who have fallen, remember those 
who are no longer with us, and never 
forget that freedom is not free.’’∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ETHEL B. LAROCK 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I 
would like to honor the life and service 
of a distinguished Montanan and Ko-
rean and Vietnam war veteran, the late 
Ms. Ethel B. LaRock. 

Ethel was a native daughter of Mon-
tana, born on September 23, 1930, in 
Wolf Creek. She was raised alongside 
her nine older siblings in the Sixth 
Ward in Helena. Never one to shy away 
from service or sacrifice, Ethel left 
Montana to serve her country in the 
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Korean and Vietnam wars as a nurse in 
the U.S. Army. Her time in uniform 
took her all across the world, from 
Southeast Asia to Europe. A decorated 
servicewoman, she was awarded a 
Bronze Star in the Korean war and the 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross in 
the Vietnam war for her heroic actions. 

After retiring from the Army as a 
lieutenant colonel, Ethel returned to 
civilian life, where she was an accom-
plished watercolor artist, a member of 
the Archie Bray Foundation in Helena, 
and enjoyed music, literature, and re-
searching her family history. She was 
happiest surrounded by generations of 
her nieces and nephews, spanning all 
the way to great-great-nieces and 
nephews. She loved playing cards with 
them, sharing stories, and watching old 
movies. 

On June 22, 2023, Ethel passed away 
at the age of 92 at the Fort Harrison 
VA Hospital. Today, it is my honor to 
commemorate her service and life as 
an outstanding Montanan. On behalf of 
myself and a grateful nation, I com-
mend Lieutenant Colonel Ethel 
LaRock and extend our deepest appre-
ciation to her and her family. She is a 
true patriot who made Montana proud, 
and she will be sorely missed.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT 
DONNA JOHNSON 

∑ Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 
ROTC programs are critical source of 
leadership for our Armed Forces. ROTC 
programs also change people’s lives. A 
perfect example is MSG Donna Johnson 
of Birmingham, who began her mili-
tary career in ROTC at Jackson-Olin 
High School. 

She says that after joining the 
ROTC, she knew that she was meant to 
be a soldier. The idea of serving those 
in need motivated Donna to join Ala-
bama’s National Guard full-time. She 
faithfully represented our State and 
country across the world, including 
stops in Iraq and Kuwait as part of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. While stationed 
in Kuwait, Donna was asked to sing the 
national anthem for her fellow service-
members after her commander noticed 
her gift of singing. She cites this as one 
of her most memorable experiences 
during her 38 years in the Guard. 

Donna continues to share her love of 
America through song at various 
events across Alabama, including Vet-
erans Day ceremonies, school assem-
blies, and athletic events. Donna also 
generously invests her time in Ala-
bama’s next generation of leaders by 
mentoring in the Birmingham City 
Schools’ ‘‘Common Ground’’ program. 
She serves as a positive role model for 
young women ages 12–14, encouraging 
them to rise above challenging cir-
cumstances, stay in school, and respect 
themselves and others. 

We are blessed to have Donna serving 
the people of our great State, and I am 
proud to recognize her as the July Vet-
eran of the Month.∑ 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on June 23, 2023, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill: 

S. 467. An act to modify the age require-
ment for the Student Incentive Payment 
Program of the State maritime academies. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the en-
rolled bill was signed on June 26, 2023, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
by the Acting President pro tempore 
(Mr. WARNER). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 3:02 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3564. An act to cancel recent changes 
made by the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy to the up-front loan level pricing adjust-
ments charged by Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac for guarantee of single-family mort-
gages, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 2(a) of the National 
Cultural Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76h(a)), 
amended by Public Law 107–117, and 
the order of the House of January 9, 
2023, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the Board 
of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts: Mrs. 
BEATTY of Ohio. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3564. An act to cancel recent changes 
made by the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy to the up-front loan level pricing adjust-
ments charged by Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac for guarantee of single-family mort-
gages, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 2178. A bill to extend the Chemical Fa-
cility Anti-Terrorism Standards Program of 
the Department of Homeland Security, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 
The Secretary of the Senate reported 

that on June 27, 2023, she had presented 
to the President of the United States 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 467. An act to modify the age require-
ment for the Student Incentive Payment 
Program of the State maritime academies. 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, July 10, 2023, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 30. An act to authorize major medical 
facility projects for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2023, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1555. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Mefenoxam; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 10992–01–OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 
22, 2023; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1556. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Sedaxane; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 10994–01–OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 
22, 2023; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1557. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trifloxystrobin; 
Pesticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 10570–01– 
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1558. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Sulfoxaflor; Pes-
ticide Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 10967–01–OCSPP) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1559. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Glufosinate; Pes-
ticide Tolerances’’ (FRL No. 11019–01– 
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1560. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Modification of Au-
thority of the Department of Defense to 
Carry Out Certain Prototype Projects 
(DFARS Case 2023–D006)’’ (RIN0750–AL79) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–1561. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Undefinitized Con-
tract Actions (DFARS Case 2021–D003)’’ 
(RIN0750–AL79) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 
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EC–1562. A communication from the Alter-

nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement: Payment Instruc-
tions (DFARS Case 2017–D036)’’ (RIN0750– 
AL79) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–1563. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting a legislative 
proposal to extend the authority of the De-
partment of Energy’s National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration (NNSA) under section 
3132 of the Ronald W. Reagan National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 
2005, as amended, to accept, retain, and use 
external contributions indefinitely; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1564. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Selective Service System, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the System’s Con-
gressional Budget Justification for fiscal 
year 2024; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petition or memorial 

was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as 
indicated: 

POM–29. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Colorado re-
affirming Colorado to be the permanent loca-
tion for the United States Space Command, 
and, in connection therewith, urging the De-
partment of Defense to keep the United 
States Space Command in Colorado; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 23–1015 
Whereas, Our nation and the world have 

significantly benefitted from technological 
and scientific advances resulting from space 
exploration and aerospace activities, and 
Colorado is paving the way for new discov-
eries in the frontiers of space by having a 
rich history in aerospace development and 
being at the forefront of space travel, explo-
ration, and aerospace research; and 

Whereas, Colorado is the acting provisional 
Space Command Base, and it will remain the 
provisional base until 2026. Colorado is also 
the center for United States military space 
operations and strategy. According to the 
Colorado Space Coalition, the state’s mili-
tary commands are the primary customers 
for space-based research, development, ac-
quisitions, and operations, representing 
nearly 90 percent of space-related expendi-
ture by the military. Moving the United 
States Space Command (USSPACECOM) to 
Huntsville, Alabama, would be incredibly 
disruptive to the National Defense Strategy. 
In addition, it would cause a major upheaval 
in existing infrastructure and jobs in the 
state, which would result in higher costs and 
less efficient outcomes for the United States 
military; and 

Whereas, Colorado is strategically located 
at the center of our national and space de-
fense. We are the home to five key strategic 
military commands: North American Aero-
space Defense Command (NORAD), United 
States Northern Command (USNORTHCOM), 
United States Strategic Command’s Joint 
Functional Component Command for Space 
(JFCC Space) Missile Warning Center, the 
United States Space Force, and the United 
States Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/Army Forces Strategic Command; and 
five military installations, including United 
States Space Force bases Buckley, Peterson, 
and Schriever; Cheyenne Mountain Space 
Force Station; as well as Fort Carson Army 
Base; and 

Whereas, The 460th Space Wing at Buckley 
Space Force Base provides operational com-
mand and control of three constellations to 
space-based infrared missile warning sys-
tems, has been defending America continu-
ously since 1970, and is a critical part of 
global defense and national security; and 

Whereas, Colorado leads the charge in 
bringing current and future global posi-
tioning system (GPS) assets to life, a service 
provided free to the world by United States 
Space Force in Colorado Springs. Lockheed 
Martin designs and builds GPS III, the most 
powerful GPS satellite to date, which United 
Launch Alliance launches, with Raytheon 
Technologies developing the command and 
control capabilities. Boeing, L3Harris Tech-
nologies, Braxton Technologies, and Infinity 
Systems Engineering also support GPS de-
velopment and operations from locations in 
Colorado. These GPS technologies enable an 
integral part of our global economy and have 
an incalculable impact that has improved 
the everyday lives of billions of people 
around the world; and 

Whereas, Colorado’s aerospace industry is 
home to a broad range of companies that cre-
ate products and systems for commercial, 
military, and civil space applications, such 
as spacecraft, launch vehicles, satellites, 
command and control software, sensors, and 
navigation operations. These companies in-
clude Ball Aerospace, Boeing, DigitalGlobe, 
L3Harris Technologies, Lockheed Martin 
Space Systems, Northrop Grumman, 
Raytheon Technologies, Sierra Nevada Cor-
poration, Teledyne Brown Engineering, and 
United Launch Alliance, which make up a 
large portion of the aerospace sector; and 

Whereas, Colorado has an existing edu-
cated workforce, ranked second in the nation 
for residents with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher, and a pipeline of higher education in-
stitutions to sustain future growth. We are 
home to the United States Air Force Acad-
emy and many colleges and universities, in-
cluding the University of Colorado Boulder 
and the University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs, Colorado School of Mines, Colorado 
State University, Metropolitan State Uni-
versity of Denver, University of Denver, Col-
orado Mesa University, and Fort Lewis Col-
lege. Altogether, they provide access to 
world-class aerospace-related degrees and 
offer aerospace companies one of the coun-
try’s most educated workforces; and 

Whereas, Colorado is home to some amaz-
ing research institutions. These institutions 
include the prestigious Laboratory for At-
mospheric and Space Physics at the Univer-
sity of Colorado Boulder. It began in 1948, a 
decade before NASA, and is the world’s only 
research institute to have sent instruments 
to all eight planets and to Pluto, combining 
all aspects of space exploration through 
science, engineering, mission operations, and 
scientific data analysis; and 

Whereas, Colorado is also home to the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Space Weather Prediction Center, a 
world-leading center of predictions for the 
solar and near-Earth space environment and 
the nation’s official source of watches, warn-
ings, and alerts of incoming solar storms, 
using satellite observations to protect and 
save lives and property; and 

Whereas, Various organizations are key to 
Colorado’s prominence in aerospace, such as 
the Colorado Space Coalition, a group of in-
dustry stakeholders working to make Colo-
rado a center of excellence for aerospace; the 
Colorado Space Business Roundtable, work-
ing to bring together aerospace stakeholders 
from the industry, government, and aca-
demia for roundtable discussions and busi-
ness development and to encourage grass-
roots citizen participation in aerospace 
issues; the Colorado chapter of Citizens for 

Space Exploration, whose mission is to pro-
mote better understanding of aerospace and 
its importance to our economy and daily 
lives, as well as to promote the importance 
of human space exploration; Manufacturer’s 
Edge, a statewide manufacturing assistance 
center that encourages the strength and 
competitiveness of Colorado manufacturers 
by providing on-site technical assistance 
through coaching, training, and consulting 
by providing collaboration-focused industry 
programs and by leveraging government, 
university, and economic development part-
nerships; and the Space Foundation, founded 
in 1983, with its world headquarters in Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado, which holds an an-
nual Space Symposium, bringing together 
civil, commercial, and national security 
space leaders from around the world to dis-
cuss, address, and plan for the future of 
space exploration; and 

Whereas, For the aforementioned reasons, 
it is in the best interests of the American 
taxpayer to keep USSPACECOM in the state 
because Colorado is already fulfilling the 
mission of the USSPACECOM; because Colo-
rado Springs has in place the community in-
frastructure capacity and community sup-
port to champion an expanding mission; be-
cause the move would cost the United States 
billions of dollars; and because the move 
would severely disrupt the Colorado aero-
space industry, which has grown to support 
the mission; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
the Seventy-fourth General Assembly of the 
State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein. 

That we, the members of the General As-
sembly: 

(1) Strongly urge the Department of De-
fense of the Biden-Harris administration to 
reevaluate the merits of this irresponsible 
decision and rightly conclude that it is the 
correct decision to keep the existing 
USSPACECOM in Colorado, recognizing 
Colorado’s unique blend of military installa-
tions and major commands, private aero-
space companies, academic and research in-
stitutions, and government entities, and the 
valuable synergies this ecosystem produces; 

(2) Strongly urge the Department of De-
fense of the Biden-Harris administration to 
permanently base USSPACECOM in Colo-
rado, recognizing that Colorado provides the 
existing command structure, base infrastruc-
ture, and communications platforms nec-
essary to successfully host additional na-
tional security initiatives and ensure coordi-
nation of efforts without committing addi-
tional funds; 

(3) Proudly express that Colorado has deep 
ties with the Department of Defense and im-
mense patriotic commitment to providing 
for the nation’s security and bolstering our 
defense; 

(4) Express our most sincere and deepest 
appreciation to our service members and ci-
vilian employees working in and supporting 
military and civilian aerospace companies, 
military installations, and civil organiza-
tions in Colorado; and 

(5) Hereby declare Colorado to be the prime 
location for the permanent headquarters for 
USSPACECOM. 

Be it further Resolved, That copies of this 
Joint Resolution be sent to President Joseph 
R. Biden, Jr.; Vice President Kamala Harris; 
Congressman Kevin McCarthy; Senator 
Chuck Schumer; Senator Mitch McConnell; 
Senator Michael Bennet; Senator John 
Hickenlooper; Congresswoman Diana 
DeGette; Congresswoman Lauren Boebert; 
Congressman Jason Crow; Congressman Joe 
Neguse; Congressman Ken Buck; Congress-
man Doug Lamborn; Congresswoman Brit-
tany Pettersen; Congresswoman Yadira 
Caraveo; Bill Nelson, NASA Administrator; 
Pam Melroy, NASA Deputy Administrator; 
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Phil Washington, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration Administrator; Governor Jared Polis; 
Lieutenant Governor Dianne Primavera; 
Brig. Gen. Laura Clellan, The Adjutant Gen-
eral, Colorado National Guard; Wayne R. 
Monteith, Associate Administrator for Com-
mercial Space Transportation at the Federal 
Aviation Administration; General John W. 
‘‘Jay’’ Raymond, U.S. Space Force Chief of 
Space Operations; Colonel Robert J. 
Schreiner, USAF, Commander Aerospace 
Data Facility-Colorado; Dr. Christopher 
Scolese, Director, National Reconnaissance 
Office; Ross Garelick Bell, Executive Direc-
tor, Aerospace States Association; Thomas 
E. Zelibor, Chief Executive Officer, Space 
Foundation; Dr. Ronald Sega, Co-chair, Colo-
rado Space Coalition; Michael Gass, Co- 
chair, Colorado Space Coalition; and Bob 
Cone, Chair, Colorado Citizens for Space Ex-
ploration. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. TESTER, from the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 106. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to award grants to States to 
improve outreach to veterans, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. CARPER, from the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 1111. A bill to enhance United States 
civil nuclear leadership, support the licens-
ing of advanced nuclear technologies, 
strengthen the domestic nuclear energy fuel 
cycle and supply chain, and improve the reg-
ulation of nuclear energy, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 
S. 2214. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 

Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to award 
grants for providing legal resources for peti-
tioners seeking extreme risk protection or-
ders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 2215. A bill to authorize the appropria-

tion of amounts for the construction of a 
cyber instructional facility at Fort Gordon, 
Georgia; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. DAINES: 
S. 2216. A bill to release from wilderness 

study area designation certain land in the 
State of Montana, to improve the manage-
ment of that land, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. REED, and 
Mr. PETERS): 

S. 2217. A bill to amend part B of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act to 

provide full Federal funding of such part; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 2218. A bill to authorize the appropria-

tion of amounts for the construction of a 
battle management combined operations 
complex at Robins Air Force Base, Georgia; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 2219. A bill to amend the Congressional 
Accountability Act of 1995 to expand access 
to breastfeeding accommodations in the 
workplace; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. DURBIN, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 2220. A bill to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to invest in inventors in the 
United States, maintain the United States as 
the leading innovation economy in the 
world, and protect the property rights of the 
inventors that grow the economy of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CARPER, Mr. KING, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COONS, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. CASEY, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. REED, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. WELCH, Mr. KELLY, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
PADILLA, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 2221. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify that all provi-
sions shall apply to legally married same-sex 
couples in the same manner as other married 
couples, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. PETERS: 
S. 2222. A bill to require the Director of the 

Defense Media Activity to establish a course 
of education on digital content provenance 
and to carry out a pilot program on imple-
menting digital content provenance stand-
ards, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CORNYN: 
S. 2223. A bill to amend the Food, Con-

servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to provide 
families year-round access to nutrition in-
centives under the Gus Schumacher Nutri-
tion Incentive Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 106 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 106, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to authorize 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
award grants to States to improve out-
reach to veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 140 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 140, a bill to combat organized 

crime involving the illegal acquisition 
of retail goods for the purpose of sell-
ing those illegally obtained goods 
through physical and online retail mar-
ketplaces. 

S. 141 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
names of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 141, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to improve 
certain programs of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for home and commu-
nity based services for veterans, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 341 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
341, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude certain 
broadband grants from gross income. 

S. 344 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 344, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to provide for 
concurrent receipt of veterans’ dis-
ability compensation and retired pay 
for disability retirees with fewer than 
20 years of service and a combat-re-
lated disability, and for other purposes. 

S. 359 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 359, a bill to amend title 28, 
United States Code, to provide for a 
code of conduct for justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 363 

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 363, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal, collectively, to 
the individuals and communities who 
volunteered or donated items to the 
North Platte Canteen in North Platte, 
Nebraska, during World War II from 
December 25, 1941, to April 1, 1946. 

S. 396 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 396, a bill to require the Secretary 
of State to submit an annual report to 
Congress regarding the ties between 
criminal gangs and political and eco-
nomic elites in Haiti and impose sanc-
tions on political and economic elites 
involved in such criminal activities. 

S. 414 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 414, a bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
improve and to expand eligibility for 
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion paid to certain survivors of cer-
tain veterans, and for other purposes. 
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S. 490 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 490, a bill to require the President 
to remove the extension of certain 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities 
to the Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Offices if Hong Kong no longer enjoys a 
high degree of autonomy from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 532 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, the 
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 532, a bill to preserve 
and protect the free choice of indi-
vidual employees to form, join, or as-
sist labor organizations, or to refrain 
from such activities. 

S. 547 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 547, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
First Rhode Island Regiment, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated service dur-
ing the Revolutionary War. 

S. 592 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 592, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to increase the 
mileage rate offered by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs through their 
Beneficiary Travel program for health 
related travel, and for other purposes. 

S. 681 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 681, a bill to prohibit biometric 
surveillance by the Federal Govern-
ment without explicit statutory au-
thorization and to withhold certain 
Federal public safety grants from State 
and local governments that engage in 
biometric surveillance. 

S. 682 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 682, a bill to provide for the treat-
ment of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) as an inter-
national organization for purposes of 
the International Organizations Immu-
nities Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 760 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 760, a bill to amend the 
Department of Agriculture Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1994 to authorize manda-
tory funding for the Healthy Food Fi-
nancing Initiative. 

S. 806 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 

of S. 806, a bill to amend the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development 
Act to establish a grant program to as-
sist with the purchase, installation, 
and maintenance of point-of-entry and 
point-of-use drinking water quality im-
provement products, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 817 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 817, a bill to repeal title 
IV of the Economic Growth, Regu-
latory Relief, and Consumer Protection 
Act. 

S. 847 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 847, a bill to establish the Inter-
national Children with Disabilities 
Protection Program within the Depart-
ment of State, and for other purposes. 

S. 1036 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1036, a bill to 
amend the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 to streamline nutrition access for 
older adults and adults with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes. 

S. 1071 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1071, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide students 
with disabilities and their families 
with access to critical information 
needed to select the right college and 
succeed once enrolled. 

S. 1220 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO), the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1220, a bill to estab-
lish the position of Special Envoy to 
the Pacific Islands Forum. 

S. 1329 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1329, a bill to direct the 
Librarian of Congress to carry out ac-
tivities to support Armenian Genocide 
education programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1338 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1338, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to apply the 
mailbox rule to documents and pay-
ments electronically submitted to the 
Internal Revenue Service, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1349 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 

(Mr. TUBERVILLE) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1349, a bill to 
establish a postsecondary student data 
system. 

S. 1384 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1384, a bill to promote and pro-
tect from discrimination living organ 
donors. 

S. 1515 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1515, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to permit retired 
members of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 
military service of Combat-Related 
Special Compensation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1547 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1547, a bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to implement poli-
cies to end preventable maternal, new-
born, and child deaths globally. 

S. 1557 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator 
from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1557, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form the low-income housing credit, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1558 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1558, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the brave women who served in 
World War II as members of the U.S. 
Army Nurse Corps and U.S. Navy Nurse 
Corps. 

S. 1573 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1573, a bill to reauthorize the Pre-
maturity Research Expansion and Edu-
cation for Mothers who deliver Infants 
Early Act. 

S. 1593 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1593, a bill to amend the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 to extend eligibility 
of new moms for the special supple-
mental nutrition program for women, 
infants, and children. 

S. 1613 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
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OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1613, a bill to amend the Agriculture 
Improvement Act of 2018 to reauthorize 
the feral swine eradication and control 
pilot program, and for other purposes. 

S. 1743 
At the request of Mr. OSSOFF, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1743, a bill to amend the 
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Research Act of 1978 to modify 
the forest inventory and analysis pro-
gram. 

S. 1770 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1770, a bill to expand the impo-
sition of sanctions under the Uyghur 
Human Rights Policy Act of 2020 with 
respect to human rights abuses in the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
of the People’s Republic of China and 
to counter the genocidal policies of the 
Government of the People’s Republic of 
China. 

S. 1873 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1873, a bill to establish the Office 
of Global Competition Analysis, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1885 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1885, a bill to eliminate 
employment-based visa caps on abused, 
abandoned, and neglected children eli-
gible for humanitarian status, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1970 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1970, a bill to modify re-
quirements relating to financial aid 
disclosures. 

S. 1991 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1991, a bill to reauthor-
ize certain programs under the SUP-
PORT for Patients and Communities 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 1999 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1999, a bill to protect an individ-
ual’s ability to access contraceptives 
and to engage in contraception and to 
protect a health care provider’s ability 
to provide contraceptives, contracep-
tion, and information related to con-
traception. 

S. 2025 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VANCE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2025, a bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to prohibit the pro-
vision of any foreign assistance for 
state sponsors of terrorism. 

S. 2047 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2047, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to create a Department of 
Defense Military Housing Readiness 
Council to enhance oversight and ac-
countability for deficiencies in mili-
tary housing, and for other purposes. 

S. 2053 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2053, a bill to protect freedom 
of travel and reproductive rights. 

S. 2065 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2065, a bill to authorize a 
study on educator workforce data to 
advance teaching and learning and a 
program to support increasing access 
to well-prepared and diverse educators. 

S. 2082 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2082, a bill to make technical 
corrections relating to the Justice 
Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act. 

S. 2089 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2089, a bill to amend title 40, 
United States Code, to prohibit the Ad-
ministrator of General Services from 
constructing or acquiring public build-
ings or entering into leases based on 
the legality or availability of abortion, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2101 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUDD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2101, a bill to provide for an earlier 
effective date for the requirement of 
Senate confirmation of the Director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

S. 2125 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2125, a bill to amend 
the Clean Air Act to facilitate efficient 
State implementation of certain na-
tional ambient air quality standards, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2185 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2185, a bill to 
amend the Small Business Act to re-
quire an annual report on entrepre-
neurial development programs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2210 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) and the Senator from Iowa 

(Ms. ERNST) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 2210, a bill to provide for congres-
sional review of actions to terminate 
or waive sanctions imposed with re-
spect to Iran. 

S.J. RES. 31 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added as 
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 31, a joint reso-
lution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘Federal ‘Good 
Neighbor Plan’ for the 2015 Ozone Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards’’. 

S. CON. RES. 5 
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 5, a concurrent resolution 
supporting the Local Radio Freedom 
Act. 

S. CON. RES. 7 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 7, a concurrent resolution 
condemning Russia’s unjust and arbi-
trary detention of Russian opposition 
leader Vladimir Kara-Murza who has 
stood up in defense of democracy, the 
rule of law, and free and fair elections 
in Russia. 

S. RES. 188 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 188, a resolution cele-
brating the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 244 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 244, a resolu-
tion condemning Azerbaijan’s blockade 
of the Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh 
and ongoing human rights violations. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
interns in Senator BOOZMAN’s office be 
granted floor privileges until July 31, 
2023: Heath Brandt, Mary Eichenberger, 
and Ryan Munley. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, pursuant to Public Law 117–81, 
on behalf of the ranking member of the 
Senate Committee on Appropriations, 
appoints the following individual to 
serve as a member of the Commission 
on Planning, Programming, Budgeting, 
and Execution Reform: John E. Whit-
ley, of Virginia. 
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Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, July 11; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and morning 
business be closed; following the con-
clusion of morning business, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to re-
sume consideration of the Small nomi-
nation postcloture; further, that all 

time be considered expired at 11:30 
a.m., and following the cloture vote on 
the Hidalgo nomination, the Senate re-
cess until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the 
weekly caucus meetings; further, not-
withstanding rule XXII, at 2:15 p.m., 
the Senate vote on cloture on the 
Evanson nomination; that the Senate 
recess from 3 p.m. until 4 p.m. to allow 
for the all-Senators briefing; that at 
4:30 p.m., if cloture has been invoked 
on the Hidalgo or Evanson nomina-
tions, that all time be considered ex-
pired and the Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the nominations in the order in 
which cloture was invoked; finally, if 
any nominations are confirmed during 
Tuesday’s session, the motions to re-

consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:47 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 
July 11, 2023, at 10 a.m. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE RESTROOM 
ACCESS ACT OF 2023 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Restroom Access Act of 2023, which 
would require retail establishments to provide 
individuals with medical conditions requiring 
immediate use of a restroom, such as Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis, access to em-
ployee-only restrooms when such establish-
ments do not have public restrooms. Individ-
uals would have to present a Department of 
Labor-issued identification card certifying such 
a medical condition. 

Individuals with certain medical conditions 
need immediate access to a restroom. When 
public restrooms are not available, these indi-
viduals may experience uncomfortable or em-
barrassing situations. As long as there are no 
safety concerns, which this bill addresses, 
these individuals should be able to use em-
ployee-only restrooms. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2022–2023 MID 
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
SOFTBALL TEAM’S STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize the incredible achievements of the 
2022–2023 Mid Valley High School softball 
team. During this year’s season, the 
Spartanettes brought great pride to our com-
munity by winning the Pennsylvania Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) 3A State 
Championship for the first time in school his-
tory. 

As the Member of the U.S. House rep-
resenting the Mid Valley School District, I’m 
proud to celebrate the hard work, leadership, 
and comradery of the Spartanettes that led to 
their championship. They played with passion 
and a sense of faith in one another which was 
evident in every game. They demonstrated 
that when a group of individuals support each 
other with a common goal, anything is pos-
sible. 

I want to acknowledge the coaching staff, 
led by Coach Mike Piercy, and Assistant 
Coach Joseph Bour, who have instilled a cul-
ture of commitment, integrity, and respect in 
these athletes. Under their guidance, Mid Val-
ley truly played a season worthy of the first- 
ever softball state title in Mid Valley history. 

The success of the 2022–2023 team is also 
a reflection of the support they received from 
their school and locality. From parents and 
families who cheered them on in every game, 

including traveling to Penn State from Mid Val-
ley for the championship. By teachers and 
staff who have provided guidance and encour-
agement, and by the businesses and organi-
zations that also supported the team, the Mid 
Valley Spartanettes have been lifted up and 
given confidence by the entire community. 

In Northeastern Pennsylvania we believe in 
the power of working together and showing 
civic spirit. The Mid Valley Spartanettes cham-
pionship is a testament to the strength of that 
belief. These athletes demonstrated what can 
happen when we support our young people to 
the fullest. 

So, I congratulate the 2022–2023 Mid Valley 
High School softball team on their historic sea-
son and thank them for inspiring us all. I’m 
proud to represent Mid Valley and look for-
ward to celebrating many more successes in 
the future. 

f 

HONORING CORPORAL RALPH M. 
SIMONI 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special veteran from Oklahoma’s First 
Congressional District, U.S. Army Air Forces 
Corporal, Ralph M. Simoni. 

Born in Jersey City, New Jersey, on July 6, 
1923, Cpl. Simoni is celebrating his 100th 
birthday today. In 1943, Cpl. Simoni began 
serving our Nation during World War II at one 
of the most consequential moments in human 
history. He bravely served in the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Theater of the war from 1943 to 1946 and 
received a Victory Medal for doing his part to 
secure Victory Over Japan Day, better known 
as ‘‘V-J Day’’, that marked the end of the war 
on September 2, 1945. 

Cpl. Simoni served as an airplane propeller 
mechanic in the pioneering 4th Glider Section 
of the U.S. Army Air Forces. Cpl. Simoni’s 
work helped U.S. glider aircraft drop para-
troopers and light artillery into enemy territory. 
Glider missions were dangerous and designed 
for a single purpose that resulted in very few 
of the aircraft ever being recovered. Cpl. 
Simoni and the 4th Glider Section conducted 
several successful missions in New Guinea, 
Luzon, and the South Philippines liberation 
campaigns of World War II. 

Cpl. Simoni now lives in my hometown of 
Tulsa and is deservedly being recognized 
today as the precious American hero that he 
is by his friends and family. Following the re-
cent celebration of Independence Day, it is my 
honor to thank Cpl. Simoni on behalf of a 
grateful Nation for his remarkable military 
service and wish him a very happy birthday. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SANDRA 
BLAUVELT 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Sandra Blauvelt, who passed away 
at the age of 81 on April 18, 2023. Sandra 
was a beloved member of the community and 
devoted public servant. 

Born in 1941 in Cleveland, Ohio, Sandra, 
fondly known as Sandy, grew up the youngest 
of 7 children. An ambitious and intelligent 
young woman, she attended Hathaway Brown 
School in Shaker Heights, where she served 
as the president of her high school class, won 
junior skating championships, and was admit-
ted to Wellesley College. Sandy married her 
high school sweetheart, Gerrit Blauvelt, and 
they traveled across the country with their 
growing family while he finished medical 
school. After 2 years in the Navy, the family 
moved from Virginia to Larkspur, California 
where Sandy quickly began her decades of 
service to the Larkspur community. 

At the old Larkspur-Corte Madera school, 
Sandy organized parents and community 
members to volunteer at a new after-school 
enrichment program, sharing their personal 
passions and skills with students. Her commu-
nity organizing skills assisted Joan Lundstrom 
in becoming the first woman elected to the 
Larkspur City Council in 1971. She also helps 
to raise funds for the acquisition of a section 
of Northridge as open space in 1977 and ran 
the successful campaign of Hal Brown for 
Marin County Supervisor in 1984. After his 
election, Sandy served as his aide for many 
years. 

Sandy dedicated decades of service to 
Marin County, including as the founding Presi-
dent of the Larkspur Community Foundation, 
42 years on the Larkspur Park and Recreation 
Commission, and as a longtime member of 
the Marin Conservation League. Her contribu-
tions earned recognitions and she was deserv-
edly awarded Citizen of the Year in 2005 by 
the City of Larkspur. 

Along with her political savvy, Sandy was 
known for her dedication to friends, family, 
and neighbors and for her active role as a 
grandmother. While she will be greatly missed, 
her legacy will live on through the positive im-
pact she had on her community. 

Sandy was predeceased by her husband 
Gerrit and is survived by her daughter Molly 
Blauvelt, son Andy Blauvelt, grandsons Jonny 
and Sam Rank, granddaughters Sophie and 
Alice Blauvelt, and dozens of nieces, neph-
ews, grandnieces, and grandnephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you join 
me in extending condolences to Sandy’s fam-
ily and friends and in expressing deep appre-
ciation for her decades of public service in her 
community. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:18 Jul 11, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A10JY8.001 E10JYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE642 July 10, 2023 
HONORING THE LIFE OF JIM 

HOUCK 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Jim Houck, a beloved jour-
nalist and Central Valley resident. 

Jim Houck was a remarkable journalist 
whose spirit and dedication to the truth have 
left a deep mark on the field of journalism. Jim 
was not only a journalist; he was a storyteller, 
a mentor, and a friend to many. His career 
spanned an impressive 60 years, during which 
he fearlessly pursued the truth, never shying 
away from holding the powerful accountable. 

Jim’s journey in journalism began while he 
was still in high school in Bakersfield. From 
those early days. he developed a passion that 
never wavered throughout his career. He 
worked for esteemed publications such as the 
San Francisco Examiner, the Dallas Morning 
News, and the Baltimore Sun, where he 
honed his skills as a reporter and editor. Jim’s 
tales of his time in San Francisco during the 
1960s and ’70s were legendary, capturing 
both the vividness and hilarity of his experi-
ences. 

In 1998, Jim joined the Visalia Times-Delta/ 
Tulare Advance-Register, where he served as 
the city editor. He was a champion of public 
service journalism, earning 4 Gruner Awards 
for his outstanding coverage of critical 
issues—ranging from violations of open meet-
ing laws to corruption scandals. Jim firmly be-
lieved in the public’s right to knowledge and 
dedicated himself to ensuring that his readers 
were well-informed and empowered. 

Jim’s contributions extended beyond his 
professional accomplishments. He was a men-
tor and a friend to many and was admired and 
respected by those who had the privilege of 
working alongside him. His determination to 
uncovering the truth inspired his colleagues 
and instilled in them the same dedication to 
their craft. Jim’s storytelling skills were leg-
endary, and it was not uncommon for fellow 
journalists to gather around his desk, cap-
tivated by his tales of covering high-profile 
cases or his adventures in journalism. 

Beyond his devotion to journalism, Jim was 
also a passionate fan of baseball, particularly 
the San Francisco Giants. He found joy in 
sharing the victories and defeats of his be-
loved team with his fellow fans in the news-
room, engaging in good-natured banter with 
those who supported the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers. 

Jim’s commitment to seeking the truth and 
holding those in power accountable serves as 
a beacon of inspiration for all journalists. His 
legacy will continue to live on in the hearts 
and minds of all who knew him. As we honor 
his memory, let us remember the lessons he 
taught us, the stories he shared, and the un-
wavering commitment he had to the pursuit of 
truth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Jim Houck for his commitment to 
journalism and his community. May we never 
forget his legacy and continue to be inspired 
by his story. 

RECOGNIZING THE RAPPAHAN-
NOCK HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS TEN-
NIS TEAM STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Rappahannock High School 
Girls Tennis Team for capping off their 
undefeated season with the VHSL Class 1 
State Championship. 

On June 8th, the Raiders ended their sea-
son on a high note. At the Burrows-Burleson 
Tennis Center at Virginia Tech, each member 
of the Rappahannock High School Girls Ten-
nis Team had high level performances, defeat-
ing George Wythe 5–3. Leading up to the title 
match, the team had a 5–1 win over Buffalo 
Gap in the state semifinals and a 5–0 win over 
Riverheads in the state quarterfinals. 

I would like to recognize Head Coach Ms. 
Taylor Yeatman for her great leadership 
throughout the season. Next, I would like to 
recognize the student-athletes themselves for 
their hard work: Mackenzie Ferguson, Layla 
Gaines, Haley Haydon, Ciera Mundie, Sadie 
Packett, Virginia Trible, Averil Vaughan, 
Addison Vaughn, Laney Williams, and Maggie 
Wonderling. 

And finally, I would like to recognize the as-
sistant coaches: Mr. Jamie Pritchard and Mr. 
Jackie Morris. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in recog-
nizing the accomplishments and hard work of 
the student-athletes, coaches, and volunteers 
of the Rappahannock High School Girls Ten-
nis Team. I look forward to seeing their contin-
ued excellence on the court. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN 
BASKETBALL INVITATIONAL 

HON. GREG STANTON 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize and congratulate the Native American 
Basketball Invitational on 20 years of commit-
ment to youth empowerment and fostering 
athletic talent within Native American commu-
nities. Since 2003, NABI has been the largest 
and most prestigious all Native American Bas-
ketball tournament in the nation, cultivating the 
spirit of competition and camaraderie among 
our youth. 

NABI brings together thousands of students 
each year to compete, but its legacy goes far 
beyond the basketball court. NABI inspires our 
youth through education and empowerment 
programs that instill the values of being a 
good teammate, friend, and citizen. This mi-
nority and women-led organization has cre-
ated opportunities for Native American ath-
letes to shine at the collegiate and profes-
sional levels. NABI’s advocacy on and off the 
courts has resulted in nearly half a million dol-
lars in scholarships for youth through its Col-
lege Scholarship Fund—breaking down bar-
riers to allow students to pursue their highest 
ambitions. 

I thank the NABI founders GinaMarie 
Scarpa and Mark West, its community part-

ners and those involved in this commendable 
endeavor. Our community is stronger because 
of them. I am confident that their passion and 
service will continue to empower and inspire 
generations to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING WILLIE ANN HUFF 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Willie Ann Huff, who on 
July 15, 2023, will celebrate her 90th birthday. 
Mrs. Huff is the daughter of the late Sarah and 
Willie Vinson, and the eldest of 11 children. 

Willie Ann Huff has 5 children of her own, 
Gloria, the late James Vinson, Edward, Tim-
othy, and Debra. She is also the grandmother 
of 12, the great-grandmother of 30, and has 4 
great-great grandchildren. 

Mrs. Huff is known for many things and one 
of them is her pineapple-coconut cakes, her 
gift giving spirit that she shows to all, and 
hosting the best Christmas parties and cook-
outs for her entire family. She is also known 
for her sharp sense of style, with the hats, 
furs, and suits to match her signature Obama 
purses and Cadillac. 

Above all else, Willie Ann Huff is a brave 
fighter, surviving multiple bouts with cancer. I 
hereby take official note of the joyous occa-
sion of Mrs. Willie Ann Huff’s 90th Birthday 
and invite all citizens to join me in wishing her 
the happiest of birthdays. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEVIN 
KLINKENBERG FOR OVER TWO 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE NEW 
DEMOCRAT COALITION 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 10, 2023 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the service of one of the New 
Democrat Coalition’s most exceptional staff-
ers, Kevin Klinkenberg. Kevin recently left the 
Coalition to begin his tenure as a Senior Advi-
sor and Congressional Liaison at the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
(HHS). I can truly say that HHS and all Ameri-
cans are lucky to have him in this role. 

In his 2 years with the Coalition, including 
my tenure as Chair of the New Democrat Coa-
lition, Kevin proved himself to be an invaluable 
asset who shaped our policy work and out-
reach efforts. From health care and trade to 
immigration, Kevin’s work was exemplary. We 
would not have been able to accomplish all 
that we have without Kevin’s presence on our 
team. 

Kevin also led the New Dems’ outreach 
work, forming critical relationships with impor-
tant stakeholder groups, from labor to the 
business community. His commitment to ex-
panding the reach of the New Dems has posi-
tively impacted each of our nearly 100 mem-
bers, including me, and his work will continue 
to benefit the Coalition long after his depar-
ture. 

Kevin has not only contributed to the Coali-
tion through his superb work but also through 
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July 11, 2023 Congressional Record
Correction to Page E642
On July 10, 2023, page E642, in the second column, the following appeared: 

nities. Since 2003, NABI has been the largest and most prestigious all Native American Basketball tournaments in the nation, cultivating the spirit of competition and camaraderie among our youth.  

The online version has been corrected to read: 

nities. Since 2003, NABI has been the largest and most prestigious all Native American Basketball tournament in the nation, cultivating the spirit of competition and camaraderie among our youth.  
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his kind and collaborative spirit which is known 
to all those who had the privilege of working 
with him. Although we are sad to see him go, 
we know that Kevin will excel in his new role, 
and I wish him the very best in all his future 
endeavors. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July 
11, 2023 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JULY 12 

Time to be announced 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New 
York, to be a Member of the National 
Labor Relations Board, Loren E. 
Sweatt, of Virginia, to be a Member of 
the National Mediation Board, and 
other pending calendar business. 

S–216 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of General Randy A. George, USA, 
for reappointment to the grade of gen-
eral and to be Chief of Staff of the 
Army. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine protecting 

Social Security for all, focusing on 
making the wealthy pay their fair 
share. 

SD–608 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Anna M. Gomez, of Virginia, 
Geoffrey Adam Starks, of Kansas, and 
Brendan Carr, of Virginia, each to be a 
Member, and Fara Damelin, of Vir-
ginia, to be Inspector General, all of 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, Alvin Brown, of Florida, to be a 
Member of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, and routine lists 
in the Coast Guard. 

SR–253 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine certain 
pending nominations. 

SD–226 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Philip Nathan Jefferson, of 
North Carolina, to be Vice Chairman, 
and Lisa DeNell Cook, of Michigan, and 
Adriana Debora Kugler, of Maryland, 
both to be a Member, each of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System. 

S–216 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine supporting 

a democratic and secure Moldova. 
CHOB–210 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Economic Policy 

To hold hearings to examine bank merg-
ers and the economic impacts of con-
solidation. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, 

and Mining 
To hold hearings to examine S. 636, to es-

tablish the Dolores River National 
Conservation Area and the Dolores 
River Special Management Area in the 
State of Colorado, to protect private 
water rights in the State, S. 912, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to pro-
vide technology grants to strengthen 
domestic mining education, S. 1015, to 
require the Secretary of Agriculture to 
convey the Pleasant Valley Ranger 
District Administrative Site to Gila 
County, Arizona, S. 1088, to authorize 
the relinquishment and in lieu selec-
tion of land and minerals in the State 
of North Dakota, to restore land and 
minerals to Indian Tribes within the 
State of North Dakota, S. 1254, to des-
ignate and expand wilderness areas in 
Olympic National Forest in the State 
of Washington, and to designate cer-
tain rivers in Olympic National Forest 
and Olympic National Park as wild and 
scenic rivers, S. 1405, to provide for the 
exchange of certain Federal land and 
State land in the State of Utah, S. 1622, 
to discourage speculative oil and gas 
leasing and to promote enhanced mul-
tiple use management of public land 
and National Forest System land, S. 
1634, to provide for the designation of 
certain wilderness areas, recreation 
management areas, and conservation 
areas in the State of Colorado, S. 1657, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to convey certain land to La Paz 
County, Arizona, S. 1760, to amend the 
Apex Project, Nevada Land Transfer 
and Authorization Act of 1989 to in-
clude the city of North Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, and the Apex Industrial Park 
Owners Association, S. 1776, to provide 
for the protection of and investment in 
certain Federal land in the State of 
California, S. 1890, to provide for the 
establishment of a grazing manage-
ment program on Federal land in 
Malheur County, Oregon, S. 2020, to 
amend the Oregon Resource Conserva-
tion Act of 1996 to reauthorize the 
Deschutes River Conservancy Working 
Group, S. 2042, to amend the Sloan Can-
yon National Conservation Area Act to 
adjust the boundary of the Sloan Can-
yon National Conservation Area, S. 
2136, to require the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Secretary of Agriculture 
to convey certain Federal land to the 
State of Utah for inclusion in certain 

State parks, S. 2149, to sustain eco-
nomic development and recreational 
use of National Forest System land in 
the State of Montana, to add certain 
land to the National Wilderness Preser-
vation System, to designate new areas 
for recreation, and an original bill to 
release from wilderness study area des-
ignation certain land in the State of 
Montana, to improve the management 
of that land. 

SD–366 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 616, to 
amend the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Reservation Restoration Act to provide 
for the transfer of additional Federal 
land to the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, 
S. 1898, to amend the Northwestern 
New Mexico Rural Water Projects Act 
to make improvements to that Act, 
and S. 1987, to provide for the settle-
ment of the water rights claims of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

SD–628 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
Business meeting to consider S. 38, to 

amend the Small Business Act to cod-
ify the Boots to Business Program, S. 
77, to reauthorize the State Trade Ex-
pansion Program of the Small Business 
Administration, S. 609, to establish a 
pilot program awarding competitive 
grants to organizations administering 
entrepreneurial development program-
ming to formerly incarcerated individ-
uals, and other purposes, S. 673, to 
allow nonprofit child care providers to 
participate in certain loan programs of 
the Small Business Administration, S. 
936, to amend the Small Business Act 
to include requirements relating to 
graduates of career and technical edu-
cation programs or programs of study 
for small business development centers 
and women’s business centers, S. 943, to 
increase the minimum disaster loan 
amount for which the Small Business 
Administration may require collateral, 
S. 1156, to establish an Office of Native 
American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration, S. 1345, to 
amend the Small Business Act to en-
hance the Office of Credit Risk Man-
agement, to require the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration 
to issue rules relating to environ-
mental obligations of certified develop-
ment companies, S. 1352, to amend the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
to improve the loan guaranty program, 
enhance the ability of small manufac-
turers to access affordable capital, S. 
1370, to reauthorize and limit the pre- 
disaster mitigation program of the 
Small Business Administration, S. 1396, 
to improve commercialization activi-
ties in the SBIR and STTR programs, 
S. 1402, to require the Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration, in 
consultation with the Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Minority Business De-
velopment, to establish a grant pro-
gram to create or expand programs at 
minority-serving institutions and his-
torically Black colleges and univer-
sities that promote minority business 
ownership and entrepreneurship, S. 
1458, to require the Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration to 
establish a program to assist small 
business concerns with purchasing cy-
bersecurity products and services, S. 
1739, to require the Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration to 
establish an Innovation Voucher Grant 
Program, S. 1763, to include smoke in 
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the definition of disaster in the Small 
Business Act, S. 2094, to reauthorize 
the Interagency Committee on Wom-
en’s Business Enterprise, S. 2099, to es-
tablish an Office of Community Finan-
cial Institutions within the Small 
Business Administration that will 
strengthen the ability of Community 
Financial Institutions to support the 
development of small business concerns 
in underserved communities, S. 2100, to 
amend the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958 to modify fees and funding 
for certain small business refinancing 
loans and loans to qualified State or 
local development companies, S. 2146, 
to amend the Small Business Act to in-
crease the Governmentwide goal for 
participation in Federal contracts by 
small business concerns owned and 
controlled by service-disabled veterans, 
S. 2184, to amend the Small Business 
Act to improve the Women’s Business 
Center Program, S. 2185, to amend the 
Small Business Act to require an an-
nual report on entrepreneurial develop-
ment programs, S. 2206, to increase the 
guarantee amount under the Surety 
Bond Program of the Small Business 
Administration, S. 2209, to establish a 
veteran Federal procurement entrepre-
neurship training program, S. 2212, to 
require the Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration to establish 
an SBIC Advisory Committee, and an 
original bill entitled, ‘‘Community Ad-
vantage Loan Program Act’’. 

SR–428A 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Lieutenant General Timothy 
D. Haugh, USAF, to be the Director of 
the National Security Agency, and Mi-
chael Colin Casey, of Kentucky, to be 
Director of the National Counterintel-
ligence and Security Center. 

SH–216 
3 p.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property 

To hold hearings to examine Artificial 
Intelligence and intellectual property, 
focusing on copyright. 

SD–226 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine pending leg-
islation. 

SR–418 

JULY 13 

Time to be announced 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Tanya J. Bradsher, of Vir-
ginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

TBA 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Oceans, Fisheries, Cli-
mate Change, and Manufacturing 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the budget of the United States Coast 
Guard. 

SR–253 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Com-

pact of Free Association Amendments 
Act of 2023, a joint resolution proposed 
by the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of the Interior, to approve 
agreements concluded with the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia and the Re-
public of Palau (and an agreement with 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

upon its conclusion) to amend the 
Compacts of Free Association with the 
Freely Associated States. 

SD–366 
Committee on Finance 
Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS Over-

sight 
To hold hearings to examine 25 years of 

the Child Tax Credit (1997–2022). 
SD–215 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Business meeting to consider S. 1080, to 

amend the Controlled Substances Act 
to require electronic communication 
service providers and remote com-
puting services to report to the Attor-
ney General certain controlled sub-
stances violations, S. 359, to amend 
title 28, United States Code, to provide 
for a code of conduct for justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
and the nominations of Loren L. 
AliKhan, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Columbia, 
Susan Kim DeClercq, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Michigan, Julia Kathleen 
Munley, to be United States District 
Judge for the Middle District of Penn-
sylvania, Vernon D. Oliver, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Connecticut, and Tara K. 
McGrath, to be United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of California, 
Department of Justice. 

SH–216 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider S. 2043, to 

provide for certain authorities of the 
Department of State, S. 1457, to au-
thorize negotiation and conclusion and 
to provide for congressional consider-
ation of a tax agreement between the 
American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) 
and the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Representative Office (TECRO), S. 1203, 
to amend the Peace Corps Act by reau-
thorizing the Peace Corps, providing 
better support for current, returning, 
and former volunteers, S. 847, to estab-
lish the International Children with 
Disabilities Protection Program within 
the Department of State, S. 2006, to 
foster Tunisia’s democratic institu-
tions, to limit funds until Tunisia re-
stores checks and balances, and to au-
thorize the creation of a fund to sup-
port democratic reforms, S. 416, to des-
ignate the Russian-based mercenary 
Wagner Group as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization, S. 490, to require the Presi-
dent to remove the extension of certain 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities 
to the Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Offices if Hong Kong no longer enjoys a 
high degree of autonomy from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, S. Con. Res. 2, 
commending the bravery, courage, and 
resolve of the women and men of Iran 
demonstrating in more than 133 cities 
and risking their safety to speak out 
against the Iranian regime’s human 
rights abuses, S. Res. 20, condemning 
the coup that took place on February 1, 
2021, in Burma and the Burmese mili-
tary’s detention of civilian leaders, 
calling for an immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all those detained, 
promoting accountability and justice 
for those killed by the Burmese mili-
tary, and calling for those elected to 
serve in parliament to resume their du-
ties without impediment, S. Res. 75, re-
affirming the state of Arunachal 
Pradesh as Indian territory and con-
demning the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s provocations in South Asia, and 

the nominations of Richard Mills, Jr., 
of Georgia, to be Ambassador to the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Depart-
ment of State, Nisha Desai Biswal, of 
Virginia, to be Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Cor-
poration, and Gerald H. Acker, of 
Michigan, to be a Commissioner on the 
part of the United States on the Inter-
national Joint Commission, United 
States and Canada. 

S–116 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Business meeting to markup an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Legislative Branch Ap-
propriations Act’’, an original bill enti-
tled, ‘‘Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act’’, 
and an original bill entitled, ‘‘Finan-
cial Services and General Government 
Appropriations Act’’. 

SD–106 

JULY 19 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on Water and Power 

To hold hearings to examine S. 461, to 
make certain irrigation districts eligi-
ble for Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Pro-
gram pumping power, S. 482, to amend 
the Klamath Basin Water Supply En-
hancement Act of 2000 to provide the 
Secretary of the Interior with certain 
authorities with respect to projects af-
fecting the Klamath Basin watershed, 
S. 739, to clarify jurisdiction with re-
spect to certain Bureau of Reclamation 
pumped storage development, S. 1118, 
to establish the Open Access 
Evapotranspiration (OpenET) Data 
Program, S. 1215, to require assess-
ments of opportunities to install and 
maintain floating photovoltaic solar 
panels at Bureau of Reclamation and 
Corps of Engineers projects, S. 1521, to 
amend the Federal Power Act to mod-
ernize and improve the licensing of 
non-Federal hydropower projects, S. 
1662, to direct the Secretary of the In-
terior to convey to the Midvale Irriga-
tion District the Pilot Butte Power 
Plant in the State of Wyoming, S. 1955, 
to amend the Central Utah Project 
Completion Act to authorize expendi-
tures for the conduct of certain water 
conservation measures in the Great 
Salt Lake basin, S. 2102, to provide for 
drought preparedness and improved 
water supply reliability, S. 2160, to 
amend the Omnibus Public Land Man-
agement Act of 2009 to authorize cer-
tain extraordinary operation and main-
tenance work for urban canals of con-
cern, S. 2161, to provide financial as-
sistance for projects to address certain 
subsidence impacts in the State of 
California, S. 2162, to support water in-
frastructure in Reclamation States, S. 
2166, to amend the Reclamation States 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991 
and the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 to provide grants to 
States and Indian Tribes for programs 
to voluntarily repurpose agricultural 
land to reduce consumptive water use, 
S. 2169, to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to carry out watershed pi-
lots, S. 2202, to amend the Omnibus 
Public Land Management Act of 2009 to 
authorize the modification of trans-
ferred works to increase public benefits 
and other project benefits as part of ex-
traordinary operation and maintenance 
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work, and an original bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to con-

tinue to implement endangered fish re- covery programs from the Upper Colo-
rado and San Juan River Basins. 

SD–366 
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Monday, July 10, 2023 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S2263–S2290 
Measures Introduced: Ten bills were introduced, as 
follows: S. 2214–2223                                             Page S2287 

Measures Reported: 
S. 106, to amend title 38, United States Code, to 

authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to award 
grants to States to improve outreach to veterans, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

S. 1111, to enhance United States civil nuclear 
leadership, support the licensing of advanced nuclear 
technologies, strengthen the domestic nuclear energy 
fuel cycle and supply chain, and improve the regula-
tion of nuclear energy, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute.                                              Page S2287 

Appointments: 
Commission on Planning, Programming, Budg-

eting, and Execution Reform: The Chair, pursuant 
to Public Law 117–81, on behalf of the Ranking 
Member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, 
appointed the following individual to serve as a 
member of the Commission on Planning, Program-
ming, Budgeting, and Execution Reform: John E. 
Whitley of Virginia.                                                 Page S2289 

Small Nomination—Agreement: Senate resumed 
consideration of the nomination of Xochitl Torres 
Small, of New Mexico, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture.                                                           Pages S2265–71 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 79 yeas to 8 nays (Vote No. EX. 173), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S2272 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on Tuesday, 
July 11, 2023; that all time be considered expired 
at 11:30 a.m.; that notwithstanding Rule XXII, at 
2:15 p.m., Senate vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the nomination of Kymberly Kathryn 
Evanson, of Washington, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Western District of Washington; 
that at 4:30 p.m., if cloture has been invoked on the 

nominations of Rosemarie Hidalgo, of the District of 
Columbia, to be Director of the Violence Against 
Women Office, Department of Justice, or Kymberly 
Kathryn Evanson, all time be considered expired and 
Senate vote on confirmation of the nominations in 
the order in which cloture was invoked.        Page S2290 

Joun Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consider-
ation of the nomination of Myong J. Joun, of Massa-
chusetts, to be United States District Judge for the 
District of Massachusetts.                                      Page S2271 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of Tiffany M. Cartwright, of 
Washington, to be United States District Judge for 
the Western District of Washington.              Page S2271 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S2271 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S2271 

Kotagal Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Kalpana Kotagal, of 
Ohio, to be a Member of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission.                                     Page S2271 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of Myong J. Joun, of Massachu-
setts, to be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Massachusetts.                                              Page S2271 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S2271 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S2271 

Uhlmann Nomination—Cloture: Senate began 
consideration of the nomination of David M. 
Uhlmann, of Michigan, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
                                                                                    Pages S2271–72 
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A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of Kalpana Kotagal, of Ohio, to 
be a Member of the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission.                                                         Pages S2271–72 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S2271 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S2271 

Bloomekatz Nomination—Cloture: Senate began 
consideration of the nomination of Rachel 
Bloomekatz, of Ohio, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Sixth Circuit.                                  Page S2272 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of David M. Uhlmann, of Michi-
gan, to be an Assistant Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.                             Page S2272 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S2272 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S2272 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S2285 

Measures Referred:                                                 Page S2285 

Measures Placed on the Calendar: 
                                                                      Pages S2264–65, S2285 

Enrolled Bills Presented:                                    Page S2285 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S2285–86 

Petitions and Memorials:                           Pages S2286–87 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S2287–89 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                            Page S2287 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S2282–85 

Privileges of the Floor:                                        Page S2289 

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today. 
(Total—173)                                                                 Page S2272 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 3 p.m. and ad-
journed at 6:47 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 
11, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of 
the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page 
S2290.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

No committee meetings were held. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 55 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4502–4526, were introduced. 
                                                                                    Pages H3176–77 

Additional Cosponsors:                                       Page H3178 

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows: 
H.R. 3399, to study the security of the Soo Locks 

and effects on the supply chain resulting from a mal-
function or failure of the Soo Locks, and for other 
purposes (H. Rept. 118–133).                             Page H3176 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Kiggans to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H3175 

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea-and-Nay 
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were 
no quorum calls. 

Adjournment: The House met at 2:30 p.m. and ad-
journed at 2:36 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
No hearings were held. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D622) 

S. 467, to modify the age requirement for the 
Student Incentive Payment Program of the State 
maritime academies. Signed on June 30, 2023. (Pub-
lic Law 118–7) 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY, 
JULY 11, 2023 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Appropriations: to hold hearings to examine 

how the Special Diabetes Program is creating hope for 
those living with type 1 diabetes, 10 a.m., SD–106. 

Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine 
the nomination of General Charles Q. Brown, USAF, for 
reappointment to the grade of general and to be Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 9:30 a.m., SD–G50. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Sub-
committee on Housing, Transportation, and Community 
Development, to hold hearings to examine exploiting the 
American Dream, focusing on land contracts and home-
buyers, 2:15 p.m., SD–538. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Sub-
committee on Primary Health and Retirement Security, 
to hold hearings to examine superbugs, focusing on the 
impact of antimicrobial resistance on modern medicine, 
10 a.m., SD–430. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to hold hear-
ings to examine the PGA–LIV deal, focusing on implica-
tions for the future of golf and Saudi Arabia’s influence 
in the United States, 10 a.m., SH–216. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: to hold closed hearings to 
examine certain intelligence matters, 1:30 p.m., SH–219. 

House 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability, Select Sub-

committee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, hearing entitled 
‘‘Investigating the Proximal Origin of a Cover Up’’, 10 
a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Rules, Full Committee, hearing on H.R. 
2670, the ‘‘National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2024’’, 12 p.m., H–313 Capitol. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD 

Week of July 11 through July 14, 2023 

Senate Chamber 
On Tuesday, Senate will continue consideration of 

the nomination of Xochitl Torres Small, of New 
Mexico, to be Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, post- 
cloture, and vote on confirmation thereon at 11:30 
a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of 
Xochitl Torres Small, Senate will vote on the motion 
to invoke cloture on the nomination of Rosemarie 
Hidalgo, of the District of Columbia, to be Director 
of the Violence Against Women Office, Department 
of Justice. 

At 2:15 p.m., Senate will vote on the motion to 
invoke cloture on the nomination of Kymberly 
Kathryn Evanson, of Washington, to be United 

States District Judge for the Western District of 
Washington. 

At 4:30 p.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of 
the nominations of Rosemarie Hidalgo, and 
Kymberly Kathryn Evanson, if cloture was invoked 
on either of the nominations. 

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any cleared legislative and executive business. 

Senate Committees 
(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Committee on Appropriations: July 11, to hold hearings to 
examine how the Special Diabetes Program is creating 
hope for those living with type 1 diabetes, 10 a.m., 
SD–106. 

July 13, Full Committee, business meeting to markup 
an original bill entitled, ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act’’, and 
an original bill entitled, ‘‘Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act’’, 11 a.m., SD–106. 

Committee on Armed Services: July 11, to hold hearings 
to examine the nomination of General Charles Q. Brown, 
USAF, for reappointment to the grade of general and to 
be Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 9:30 a.m., 
SD–G50. 

July 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine 
the nomination of General Randy A. George, USA, for 
reappointment to the grade of general and to be Chief of 
Staff of the Army, 9:30 a.m., SD–G50. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: July 
11, Subcommittee on Housing, Transportation, and Com-
munity Development, to hold hearings to examine ex-
ploiting the American Dream, focusing on land contracts 
and homebuyers, 2:15 p.m., SD–538. 

July 12, Full Committee, business meeting to consider 
the nominations of Philip Nathan Jefferson, of North 
Carolina, to be Vice Chairman, and Lisa DeNell Cook, of 
Michigan, and Adriana Debora Kugler, of Maryland, both 
to be a Member, each of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, 2 p.m., S–216, Capitol. 

July 12, Subcommittee on Economic Policy, to hold 
hearings to examine bank mergers and the economic im-
pacts of consolidation, 2:30 p.m., SD–538. 

Committee on the Budget: July 12, to hold hearings to ex-
amine protecting Social Security for all, focusing on mak-
ing the wealthy pay their fair share, 10 a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: July 
12, business meeting to consider the nominations of 
Anna M. Gomez, of Virginia, Geoffrey Adam Starks, of 
Kansas, and Brendan Carr, of Virginia, each to be a 
Member, and Fara Damelin, of Virginia, to be Inspector 
General, all of the Federal Communications Commission, 
Alvin Brown, of Florida, to be a Member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, and routine lists in the 
Coast Guard, 10 a.m., SR–253. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Oceans, Fisheries, Climate 
Change, and Manufacturing, to hold an oversight hearing 
to examine the budget of the United States Coast Guard, 
10 a.m., SR–253. 
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Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: July 12, Sub-
committee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining, to hold 
hearings to examine S. 636, to establish the Dolores 
River National Conservation Area and the Dolores River 
Special Management Area in the State of Colorado, to 
protect private water rights in the State, S. 912, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to provide technology 
grants to strengthen domestic mining education, S. 1015, 
to require the Secretary of Agriculture to convey the 
Pleasant Valley Ranger District Administrative Site to 
Gila County, Arizona, S. 1088, to authorize the relin-
quishment and in lieu selection of land and minerals in 
the State of North Dakota, to restore land and minerals 
to Indian Tribes within the State of North Dakota, S. 
1254, to designate and expand wilderness areas in Olym-
pic National Forest in the State of Washington, and to 
designate certain rivers in Olympic National Forest and 
Olympic National Park as wild and scenic rivers, S. 
1405, to provide for the exchange of certain Federal land 
and State land in the State of Utah, S. 1622, to discour-
age speculative oil and gas leasing and to promote en-
hanced multiple use management of public land and Na-
tional Forest System land, S. 1634, to provide for the 
designation of certain wilderness areas, recreation manage-
ment areas, and conservation areas in the State of Colo-
rado, S. 1657, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey certain land to La Paz County, Arizona, S. 
1760, to amend the Apex Project, Nevada Land Transfer 
and Authorization Act of 1989 to include the city of 
North Las Vegas, Nevada, and the Apex Industrial Park 
Owners Association, S. 1776, to provide for the protec-
tion of and investment in certain Federal land in the 
State of California, S. 1890, to provide for the establish-
ment of a grazing management program on Federal land 
in Malheur County, Oregon, S. 2020, to amend the Or-
egon Resource Conservation Act of 1996 to reauthorize 
the Deschutes River Conservancy Working Group, S. 
2042, to amend the Sloan Canyon National Conservation 
Area Act to adjust the boundary of the Sloan Canyon Na-
tional Conservation Area, S. 2136, to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to 
convey certain Federal land to the State of Utah for inclu-
sion in certain State parks, S. 2149, to sustain economic 
development and recreational use of National Forest 
System land in the State of Montana, to add certain 
land to the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem, to designate new areas for recreation, and an 
original bill to release from wilderness study area 
designation certain land in the State of Montana, to 
improve the management of that land, 2:30 p.m., 
SD–366. 

July 13, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine 
the Compact of Free Association Amendments Act of 
2023, a joint resolution proposed by the Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of the Interior, to approve agree-
ments concluded with the Federated States of Micronesia 
and the Republic of Palau (and an agreement with the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands upon its conclusion) to 
amend the Compacts of Free Association with the Freely 
Associated States, 10 a.m., SD–366. 

Committee on Finance: July 13, Subcommittee on Tax-
ation and IRS Oversight, to hold hearings to examine 25 
years of the Child Tax Credit (1997–2022), 10 a.m., 
SD–215. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: July 13, business meeting 
to consider S. 2043, to provide for certain authorities of 
the Department of State, S. 1457, to authorize negotia-
tion and conclusion and to provide for congressional con-
sideration of a tax agreement between the American Insti-
tute in Taiwan (AIT) and the Taipei Economic and Cul-
tural Representative Office (TECRO), S. 1203, to amend 
the Peace Corps Act by reauthorizing the Peace Corps, 
providing better support for current, returning, and 
former volunteers, S. 847, to establish the International 
Children with Disabilities Protection Program within the 
Department of State, S. 2006, to foster Tunisia’s demo-
cratic institutions, to limit funds until Tunisia restores 
checks and balances, and to authorize the creation of a 
fund to support democratic reforms, S. 416, to designate 
the Russian-based mercenary Wagner Group as a foreign 
terrorist organization, S. 490, to require the President to 
remove the extension of certain privileges, exemptions, 
and immunities to the Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Offices if Hong Kong no longer enjoys a high degree of 
autonomy from the People’s Republic of China, S. Con. 
Res. 2, commending the bravery, courage, and resolve of 
the women and men of Iran demonstrating in more than 
133 cities and risking their safety to speak out against 
the Iranian regime’s human rights abuses, S. Res. 20, 
condemning the coup that took place on February 1, 
2021, in Burma and the Burmese military’s detention of 
civilian leaders, calling for an immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all those detained, promoting account-
ability and justice for those killed by the Burmese mili-
tary, and calling for those elected to serve in parliament 
to resume their duties without impediment, S. Res. 75, 
reaffirming the state of Arunachal Pradesh as Indian terri-
tory and condemning the People’s Republic of China’s 
provocations in South Asia, and the nominations of Rich-
ard Mills, Jr., of Georgia, to be Ambassador to the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria, Department of State, Nisha 
Desai Biswal, of Virginia, to be Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer of the United States International Development 
Finance Corporation, and Gerald H. Acker, of Michigan, 
to be a Commissioner on the part of the United States 
on the International Joint Commission, United States and 
Canada, 10:30 a.m., S–116, Capitol. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: July 
11, Subcommittee on Primary Health and Retirement Se-
curity, to hold hearings to examine superbugs, focusing 
on the impact of antimicrobial resistance on modern med-
icine, 10 a.m., SD–430. 

July 12, Full Committee, business meeting to consider 
the nominations of Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New York, to 
be a Member of the National Labor Relations Board, 
Loren E. Sweatt, of Virginia, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Mediation Board, and other pending calendar busi-
ness, Time to be announced, S–216, Capitol. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
July 11, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to 
hold hearings to examine the PGA–LIV deal, focusing on 
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implications for the future of golf and Saudi Arabia’s in-
fluence in the United States, 10 a.m., SH–216. 

Committee on Indian Affairs: July 12, to hold hearings 
to examine S. 616, to amend the Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe Reservation Restoration Act to provide for the 
transfer of additional Federal land to the Leech Lake Band 
of Ojibwe, S. 1898, to amend the Northwestern New 
Mexico Rural Water Projects Act to make improvements 
to that Act, and S. 1987, to provide for the settlement 
of the water rights claims of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community, 2:30 p.m., SD–628. 

Committee on the Judiciary: July 12, to hold hearings to 
examine certain pending nominations, 10 a.m., SD–226. 

July 12, Subcommittee on Intellectual Property, to 
hold hearings to examine Artificial Intelligence and intel-
lectual property, focusing on copyright, 3 p.m., SD–226. 

July 13, Full Committee, business meeting to consider 
S. 1080, to amend the Controlled Substances Act to re-
quire electronic communication service providers and re-
mote computing services to report to the Attorney Gen-
eral certain controlled substances violations, S. 359, to 
amend title 28, United States Code, to provide for a code 
of conduct for justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and the nominations of Loren L. AliKhan, 
to be United States District Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia, Susan Kim DeClercq, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan, Julia 
Kathleen Munley, to be United States District Judge for 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania, Vernon D. Oliver, 
to be United States District Judge for the District of 
Connecticut, and Tara K. McGrath, to be United States 
Attorney for the Southern District of California, Depart-
ment of Justice, 10 a.m., SH–216. 

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: July 12, 
business meeting to consider S. 38, to amend the Small 
Business Act to codify the Boots to Business Program, S. 
77, to reauthorize the State Trade Expansion Program of 
the Small Business Administration, S. 609, to establish a 
pilot program awarding competitive grants to organiza-
tions administering entrepreneurial development pro-
gramming to formerly incarcerated individuals, and other 
purposes, S. 673, to allow nonprofit child care providers 
to participate in certain loan programs of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, S. 936, to amend the Small Business 
Act to include requirements relating to graduates of ca-
reer and technical education programs or programs of 
study for small business development centers and wom-
en’s business centers, S. 943, to increase the minimum 
disaster loan amount for which the Small Business Ad-
ministration may require collateral, S. 1156, to establish 
an Office of Native American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration, S. 1345, to amend the Small 
Business Act to enhance the Office of Credit Risk 

Management, to require the Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration to issue rules relating to envi-
ronmental obligations of certified development compa-
nies, S. 1352, to amend the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958 to improve the loan guaranty program, en-
hance the ability of small manufacturers to access afford-
able capital, S. 1370, to reauthorize and limit the pre- 
disaster mitigation program of the Small Business Ad-

ministration, S. 1396, to improve commercialization ac-
tivities in the SBIR and STTR programs, S. 1402, to re-
quire the Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration, in consultation with the Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Minority Business Development, to establish a 
grant program to create or expand programs at minority- 
serving institutions and historically Black colleges and 
universities that promote minority business ownership 
and entrepreneurship, S. 1458, to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration to establish 
a program to assist small business concerns with pur-
chasing cybersecurity products and services, S. 1739, to 
require the Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to establish an Innovation Voucher Grant Pro-
gram, S. 1763, to include smoke in the definition of dis-
aster in the Small Business Act, S. 2094, to reauthorize 
the Interagency Committee on Women’s Business Enter-
prise, S. 2099, to establish an Office of Community Fi-
nancial Institutions within the Small Business Adminis-
tration that will strengthen the ability of Community Fi-
nancial Institutions to support the development of small 
business concerns in underserved communities, S. 2100, 
to amend the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 to 
modify fees and funding for certain small business refi-
nancing loans and loans to qualified State or local devel-
opment companies, S. 2146, to amend the Small Business 
Act to increase the Governmentwide goal for participa-
tion in Federal contracts by small business concerns 
owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans, S. 
2184, to amend the Small Business Act to improve the 
Women’s Business Center Program, S. 2185, to amend 
the Small Business Act to require an annual report on en-
trepreneurial development programs, S. 2206, to increase 
the guarantee amount under the Surety Bond Program of 
the Small Business Administration, S. 2209, to establish 
a veteran Federal procurement entrepreneurship training 
program, S. 2212, to require the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration to establish an SBIC Advi-
sory Committee, and an original bill entitled, ‘‘Commu-
nity Advantage Loan Program Act’’, 2:30 p.m., 
SR–428A. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: July 12, to hold hearings 
to examine pending legislation, 3 p.m., SR–418. 

July 13, Full Committee, business meeting to consider 
the nomination of Tanya J. Bradsher, of Virginia, to be 
Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Time to be an-
nounced, Room to be announced. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: July 11, to hold closed 
hearings to examine certain intelligence matters, 1:30 
p.m., SH–219. 

July 12, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine 
the nominations of Lieutenant General Timothy D. 
Haugh, USAF, to be the Director of the National Secu-
rity Agency, and Michael Colin Casey, of Kentucky, to 
be Director of the National Counterintelligence and Secu-
rity Center, 2:30 p.m., SH–216. 

House Committees 
Committee on Education and Workforce, July 12, Full 

Committee, markup on legislation on the Transparency in 
Billing Act; legislation on the Transparency in Coverage 
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Act; legislation on the Health DATA Act; and legislation 
on the Hidden Fee Disclosure Act, 10:15 a.m., 2175 
Rayburn. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Higher Education and 
Workforce Development, hearing entitled ‘‘Exposing the 
Dangers of the Influence of Foreign Adversaries on Col-
lege Campuses’’, 10:15 a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, July 12, Full Committee, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting Investor Interests: Examining 
Environmental and Social Policy in Financial Regula-
tion’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Capital Markets, hearing en-
titled ‘‘Reforming the Proxy Process to Safeguard Investor 
Interests’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Proxy Advisory 
Industry’’, 2 p.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

July 14, Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance, 
hearing entitled ‘‘How Mandates Like ESG Distort Mar-
kets and Drive Up Costs for Insurance and Housing’’, 9 
a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs,, July 13, Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Accountability, hearing entitled ‘‘The State 
Department’s Climate Agenda: A Budget Overview by 
the Special Presidential Envoy for Climate’’, 10 a.m., 
HVC–210. 

July 13, Subcommittee on the Middle East, North Af-
rica, and Central Asia; and Subcommittee on the Indo- 
Pacific, joint hearing entitled ‘‘Examining Fiscal Year 
2024 Budget for South and Central Asian Affairs’’, 2 
p.m., HVC–210. 

Committee on Homeland Security, July 12, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 4470, the ‘‘Protecting and Se-
curing Chemical Facilities from Terrorist Attacks Act of 
2023’’; H.R. 4467, the ‘‘DHS Border Services Contracts 
Review Act’’; and H.R. 2577, the ‘‘DHS Suicide Preven-
tion and Resiliency for Law Enforcement Act’’, 10 a.m., 
310 Cannon. 

July 12, Subcommittee on Border Security and En-
forcement, hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting the U.S. Home-
land: Fighting the Flow of Fentanyl from the Southwest 
Border’’, 2 p.m., 310 Cannon. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Emergency Management 
and Technology, hearing entitled ‘‘Future of FEMA: 
Agency Perspectives with Administrator Criswell’’, 10 
a.m., 310 Cannon. 

Committee on the Judiciary, July 12, Full Committee, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

July 13, Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight 
of the Federal Trade Commission’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Ray-
burn. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Immigration Integrity, Se-
curity, and Enforcement, hearing entitled ‘‘The Con-
sequences of Criminal Aliens on U.S. Communities’’, 3 
p.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

July 14, Subcommittee on Crime and Federal Govern-
ment Surveillance, hearing entitled ‘‘Fixing FISA, Part 
II’’, 9:15 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, July 12, Subcommittee 
on Energy and Mineral Resources, hearing entitled ‘‘Ex-

amining the Biden Administration’s Record on Federal 
Coal Leasing’’, 10:15 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

July 12, Subcommittee on Indian and Insular Affairs, 
hearing on H.R. 929, the ‘‘Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
Land Into Trust Confirmation Act of 2023’’; H.R. 2882, 
the ‘‘Udall Foundation Reauthorization Act of 2023’’; and 
H.R. 3579, the ‘‘Tribal Trust Land Homeownership Act 
of 2023’’, 2 p.m., 1324 Longworth. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Federal Lands, hearing on 
H.R. 386, the ‘‘Mount Rushmore Protection Act’’; H.R. 
1318, the ‘‘Women’s Suffrage National Monument Loca-
tion Act’’; H.R. 2717, the ‘‘Hershel Woody Williams 
National Medal of Honor Monument Location Act’’; H.R. 
3448, the ‘‘American Battlefield Protection Program En-
hancement Act’’; and H.R. 4377, to amend the Military 
Lands Withdrawal Act of 1999 with respect to exten-
sions, additions, and revisions to the Barry M. Goldwater 
Range in Arizona, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Re-
sources, hearing on H.R. 4374, the ‘‘Energy Opportuni-
ties for All Act’’, 2 p.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, July 12, Full 
Committee, markup on H.R. 4435, the ‘‘Unauthorized 
Spending Accountability Act’’; H.R. 1209, the ‘‘Fair and 
Open Competition Act’’; H.R. 3358, the ‘‘Mission Not 
Emissions Act’’; H.R. 3230, the ‘‘Unfunded Mandates 
Accountability and Transparency Act’’; H.R. 890, the 
‘‘Guidance Out Of Darkness Act’’; H.R. 4428, the 
‘‘Guidance Clarity Act’’; H.R. 192, to prohibit individ-
uals who are not citizens of the United States from voting 
in elections in the District of Columbia; legislation on 
the Modernizing the Acquisition of Cybersecurity Experts 
Act; legislation on the AI Training Expansion Act; H.R. 
1695, the ‘‘Strengthening Agency Management and Over-
sight of Software Assets Act’’; and Several postal naming 
measures, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

July 13, Subcommittee on National Security, the Bor-
der, and Foreign Affairs; and Subcommittee on Govern-
ment Operations and the Federal Workforce, joint hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Beyond the Budget: Addressing Financial 
Accountability in the Department of Defense’’, 10 a.m., 
2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, July 12, Full 
Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Enhancing Fire Weather 
Prediction and Coordination’’, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn. 

July 13, Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Continuing 
U.S. Leadership in Commercial Space at Home and 
Abroad’’, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn. 

Committee on Small Business, July 13, Full Committee, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Stolen Taxpayer Funds: Reviewing the 
SBA and OIG Reports of Fraud in Pandemic Lending 
Programs’’, 2 p.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, July 13, 
Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Build-
ings, and Emergency Management, hearing entitled 
‘‘When the Lights Are On But No One’s Home: An Ex-
amination of Federal Office Space Utilization’’, 10 a.m., 
2167 Rayburn. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Water Resources and Envi-
ronment, hearing entitled ‘‘Review of Fiscal Year 2024 
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Budget Request: Agency Perspectives (Part II)’’, 2 p.m., 
2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, July 12, Subcommittee 
on Oversight and Investigations, hearing on H.R. 4278, 
the ‘‘Restore Department of Veterans Affairs Account-
ability Act’’; H.R. 196, the ‘‘Expediting Temporary Rat-
ings for Veterans Act’’; legislation on the Modernizing 
Department of Veteran Affairs Disability Benefit Ques-
tionnaires Act; H.R. 3504, the ‘‘VA Medical Center Secu-
rity Report Act’’; H.R. 2733, the ‘‘Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Office of Inspector General Training Act’’; 
and H.R. 4225, the ‘‘VA Acquisition Review Board Act’’, 
2 p.m., 360 Cannon. 

July 13, Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; and 
Subcommittee on Technology Modernization, joint hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Reviewing the Digital G.I. Bill Program’’, 
1 p.m., 360 Cannon. 

Committee on Ways and Means, July 12, Subcommittee 
on Work and Welfare, hearing entitled ‘‘Where is all the 

Welfare Money Going? Reclaiming TANF Non-Assist-
ance Dollars to Lift Americans Out of Poverty’’, 2 p.m., 
2020 Rayburn. 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, July 13, 
Full Committee, markup on legislation on the FY 2024 
Intelligence Authorization Act, 10 a.m., HVC–304 Hear-
ing Room. This markup is closed. 

July 13, Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Member 
Day’’, 2 p.m., HVC–304 Hearing Room. 

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the 
United States and the Chinese Communist Party, July 13, Full 
Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Risky Business: Growing 
Peril for American Companies in China’’, 7 p.m., 390 
Cannon. 

Joint Meeting 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: July 12, 

to hold hearings to examine supporting a democratic and 
secure Moldova, 2 p.m., 210, Cannon Building. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Tuesday, July 11 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Xochitl Torres Small, of New 
Mexico, to be Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, post-clo-
ture, and vote on confirmation thereon at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Xochitl 
Torres Small, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Rosemarie Hidalgo, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Director of the Violence 
Against Women Office, Department of Justice. 

At 2:15 p.m., Senate will vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Kymberly Kathryn Evanson, 
of Washington, to be United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Washington. 

At 4:30 p.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of the 
nominations of Rosemarie Hidalgo, and Kymberly Kath-
ryn Evanson, if cloture was invoked on either of the 
nominations. 

(Senate will recess following the vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Rosemarie Hidalgo until 2:15 p.m. 
for their respective party conferences.) 

(Senate will recess from 3 p.m. until 4 p.m. to allow for an 
all Senators briefing.) 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

12 p.m., Tuesday, July 11 

House Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of measures under 
suspension of the Rules. 
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