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polyfluoroalkyl substance removal processes 
for low-risk, cost-effective, and validated 
commercialization; and 

(V) identify 1 or more staff members of the 
eligible research university co-applicant and 
1 or more staff members of the National Lab-
oratory co-applicant who— 

(aa) have expertise in sciences relevant to 
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance 
detection and remediation; and 

(bb) have been jointly selected, and will be 
jointly appointed, by the co-applicants to 
lead, and carry out the purposes of, the Cen-
ter. 

(B) RURAL CENTER.—An eligible rural uni-
versity desiring to establish the Rural Cen-
ter shall submit to the Administrator an ap-
plication at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Adminis-
trator may require. 

(3) TIMING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Centers shall be established not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(B) DELAY.—If the Administrator deter-
mines that a delay in the establishment of 1 
or more of the Centers is necessary, the Ad-
ministrator— 

(i) not later than the date described in sub-
paragraph (A), shall submit a notification to 
the appropriate committees of Congress ex-
plaining the necessity of the delay; and 

(ii) shall ensure that the 1 or more Centers 
for which a delay is necessary are estab-
lished not later than 3 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(4) REQUIREMENT.—The Administrator shall 
carry out subparagraphs (A) and (B) of para-
graph (1)— 

(A) in coordination with the Secretary of 
Energy, as the Administrator determines to 
be appropriate; and 

(B) in consultation with the Strategic En-
vironmental Research and Development Pro-
gram and the Environmental Security Tech-
nology Certification Program of the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(d) DUTIES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE CEN-
TERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Centers shall develop 
and maintain— 

(A) capabilities for measuring, using meth-
ods certified by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in 
drinking water, ground water, and any other 
relevant environmental, municipal, indus-
trial, or residential water samples; and 

(B) capabilities for— 
(i) evaluating emerging perfluoroalkyl and 

polyfluoroalkyl substance removal and de-
struction technologies and methods; and 

(ii) benchmarking those technologies and 
methods relative to existing technologies 
and methods. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out para-

graph (1), the Centers shall, at a minimum— 
(i) develop instruments and personnel ca-

pable of analyzing perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in 
water using EPA method 533, EPA method 
537.1, any future method or updated method, 
or any other relevant method for detecting 
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances in water; 

(ii) develop and maintain capabilities for 
evaluating the removal of perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances from water using 
newly developed adsorbents or membranes; 

(iii) develop and maintain capabilities to 
evaluate the degradation of perfluoroalkyl 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances in water or 
other media; 

(iv) make the capabilities and instruments 
developed under clauses (i) through (iii) 

available to researchers throughout the re-
gions in which the Centers are located; and 

(v) make reliable perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substance measurement ca-
pabilities and instruments available to mu-
nicipalities and individuals in the region in 
which the Centers are located at reasonable 
cost. 

(B) OPEN-ACCESS RESEARCH.—The Centers 
shall provide open access to the research 
findings of the Centers. 

(e) COORDINATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL 
AGENCIES.—The Administrator may, as the 
Administrator determines to be necessary, 
use staff and other resources from other Fed-
eral agencies in carrying out this section. 

(f) REPORTS.— 
(1) REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER.— 

With respect to each of the Center and the 
Rural Center, not later than 1 year after the 
date on which the center is established under 
subsection (c), the Administrator, in coordi-
nation with that center, shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
describing— 

(A) the establishment of that center; and 
(B) the activities of that center since the 

date on which that center was established. 
(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—With respect to each 

of the Center and the Rural Center, not later 
than 1 year after the date on which the re-
port under paragraph (1) for that center is 
submitted, and annually thereafter until the 
date on which that center is terminated 
under subsection (g), the Administrator, in 
coordination with that center, shall submit 
to the appropriate committees of Congress a 
report describing— 

(A) the activities of that center during the 
year covered by the report; and 

(B) any policy, research, or funding rec-
ommendations relating to the purposes or 
activities of that center. 

(g) TERMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Centers shall terminate on October 1, 
2033. 

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Administrator, in 
consultation with the Centers, determines 
that the continued operation of 1 or more of 
the Centers beyond the date described in 
paragraph (1) is necessary to advance science 
and technologies to address perfluoroalkyl or 
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination— 

(A) the Administrator shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(i) a notification of that determination; 
and 

(ii) a description of the funding necessary 
for the applicable 1 or more Centers to con-
tinue in operation and fulfill their purpose; 
and 

(B) subject to the availability of funds, 
may extend the duration of the applicable 1 
or more Centers for such time as the Admin-
istrator determines to be appropriate. 

(h) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts author-

ized to be appropriated to the Department of 
Defense for fiscal year 2024 by this Act, 
$25,000,000 shall be made available to the Ad-
ministrator to carry out this section, to re-
main available until September 30, 2033. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than 
4 percent of the amounts made available to 
the Administrator under paragraph (1) shall 
be used by the Administrator for the admin-
istrative costs of carrying out this section. 

SA 1017. Mr. RISCH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-

tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert 
the following: 

Subtitle ll—Western Hemisphere 
Partnership Act of 2023 

SEC. ll. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Western 

Hemisphere Partnership Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. ll. UNITED STATES POLICY IN THE WEST-

ERN HEMISPHERE. 
It is the policy of the United States to pro-

mote economic competitiveness, democratic 
governance, and security in the Western 
Hemisphere by— 

(1) encouraging stronger economic rela-
tions, respect for property rights, the rule of 
law, and enforceable investment rules and 
labor and environmental standards; 

(2) advancing the principles and practices 
expressed in the Charter of the Organization 
of American States, the American Declara-
tion on the Rights and Duties of Man, and 
the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and 

(3) enhancing the capacity and technical 
capabilities of democratic partner nation 
government institutions, including civilian 
law enforcement, the judiciary, attorneys 
general, and security forces. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING SECURITY AND THE RULE 

OF LAW IN THE WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should 
strengthen security cooperation with demo-
cratic partner nations in the Western Hemi-
sphere to promote a secure hemisphere and 
to address the negative impacts of 
transnational criminal organizations and 
malign external state actors. 

(b) COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS.—The Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the 
heads of other relevant Federal agencies, 
should support the improvement of security 
conditions and the rule of law in the Western 
Hemisphere through collaborative efforts 
with democratic partners that— 

(1) enhance the institutional capacity and 
technical capabilities of defense and security 
institutions in democratic partner nations to 
conduct national or regional security mis-
sions, including through regular bilateral 
and multilateral engagements, foreign mili-
tary sales and financing, international mili-
tary education and training programs, ex-
panding the National Guard State Partner-
ship Programs, and other means; 

(2) provide technical assistance and mate-
rial support (including, as appropriate, ra-
dars, vessels, and communications equip-
ment) to relevant security forces to disrupt, 
degrade, and dismantle organizations in-
volved in the illicit trafficking of narcotics 
and precursor chemicals, transnational 
criminal activities, illicit mining, and ille-
gal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, and 
other illicit activities; 

(3) enhance the institutional capacity, le-
gitimacy, and technical capabilities of rel-
evant civilian law enforcement, attorneys 
general, and judicial institutions to— 

(A) strengthen the rule of law and trans-
parent governance; 

(B) combat corruption and kleptocracy in 
the region; and 

(C) improve regional cooperation to dis-
rupt, degrade, and dismantle transnational 
organized criminal networks and terrorist 
organizations, including through training, 
anticorruption initiatives, anti-money laun-
dering programs, and strengthening cyber 
capabilities and resources; 

(4) enhance port management and mari-
time security partnerships and airport man-
agement and aviation security partnerships 
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to disrupt, degrade, and dismantle 
transnational criminal networks and facili-
tate the legitimate flow of people, goods, and 
services; 

(5) strengthen cooperation to improve bor-
der security across the Western Hemisphere, 
dismantle human smuggling and trafficking 
networks, and increase cooperation to de-
monstrably strengthen migration manage-
ment systems; 

(6) counter the malign influence of state 
and non-state actors and disinformation 
campaigns; 

(7) disrupt illicit domestic and 
transnational financial networks; 

(8) foster mechanisms for cooperation on 
emergency preparedness and rapid recovery 
from natural disasters, including by— 

(A) supporting regional preparedness, re-
covery, and emergency management centers 
to facilitate rapid response to survey and 
help maintain planning on regional disaster 
anticipated needs and possible resources; 

(B) training disaster recovery officials on 
latest techniques and lessons learned from 
United States experiences; 

(C) making available, preparing, and trans-
ferring on-hand nonlethal supplies, and pro-
viding training on the use of such supplies, 
for humanitarian or health purposes to re-
spond to unforeseen emergencies; and 

(D) conducting medical support operations 
and medical humanitarian missions, such as 
hospital ship deployments and base-oper-
ating services, to the extent required by the 
operation; 

(9) foster regional mechanisms for early 
warning and response to pandemics in the 
Western Hemisphere, including through— 

(A) improved cooperation with and re-
search by the United States Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention through re-
gional pandemic response centers; 

(B) personnel exchanges for technology 
transfer and skills development; and 

(C) surveying and mapping of health net-
works to build local health capacity; 

(10) promote the meaningful participation 
of women across all political processes, in-
cluding conflict prevention and conflict reso-
lution and post-conflict relief and recovery 
efforts; and 

(11) hold accountable actors that violate 
political and civil rights. 

(c) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF TECHNOLOGIES.— 
Operational technologies transferred pursu-
ant to subsection (b) to partner governments 
for intelligence, defense, or law enforcement 
purposes shall be used solely for the purposes 
for which the technology was intended. The 
United States shall take all necessary steps 
to ensure that the use of such operational 
technologies is consistent with United 
States law, including protections of freedom 
of expression, freedom of movement, and 
freedom of association. 

(d) STRATEGY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the heads of other relevant Federal agencies, 
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives a 5-year strategy to promote security 
and the rule of law in the Western Hemi-
sphere in accordance to this section. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required 
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing elements: 

(A) A detailed assessment of the resources 
required to carry out such collaborative ef-
forts. 

(B) Annual benchmarks to track progress 
and obstacles in undertaking such collabo-
rative efforts. 

(C) A public diplomacy component to en-
gage the people of the Western Hemisphere 

with the purpose of demonstrating that the 
security of their countries is enhanced to a 
greater extent through alignment with the 
United States and democratic values rather 
than with authoritarian countries such as 
the People’s Republic of China, the Russian 
Federation, and the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after 
submission of the strategy required under 
paragraph (1), and annually thereafter, the 
Secretary of State shall provide to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives a briefing on the 
implementation of the strategy. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING DIGITALIZATION AND CY-

BERSECURITY IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should sup-
port digitalization and expand cybersecurity 
cooperation in the Western Hemisphere to 
promote regional economic prosperity and 
security. 

(b) PROMOTION OF DIGITALIZATION AND CY-
BERSECURITY.—The Secretary of State, in co-
ordination with the heads of other relevant 
Federal agencies, should promote digitaliza-
tion and cybersecurity in the Western Hemi-
sphere through collaborative efforts with 
democratic partners that— 

(1) promote digital connectivity and facili-
tate e-commerce by expanding access to in-
formation and communications technology 
(ICT) supply chains that adhere to high-qual-
ity security and reliability standards, in-
cluding— 

(A) to open market access on a national 
treatment, nondiscriminatory basis; and 

(B) to strengthen the cybersecurity and 
cyber resilience of partner countries; 

(2) advance the provision of digital govern-
ment services (e-government) that, to the 
greatest extent possible, promote trans-
parency, lower business costs, and expand 
citizens’ access to public services and public 
information; and 

(3) develop robust cybersecurity partner-
ships to— 

(A) promote the inclusion of components 
and architectures in information and com-
munications technology (ICT) supply chains 
from participants in initiatives that adhere 
to high-quality security and reliability 
standards; 

(B) share best practices to mitigate cyber 
threats to critical infrastructure from ICT 
architectures by technology providers that 
supply equipment and services covered under 
section 2 of the Secure and Trusted Commu-
nications Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 
1601); 

(C) effectively respond to cybersecurity 
threats, including state-sponsored threats; 
and 

(D) to strengthen resilience against 
cyberattacks and cybercrime. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING ECONOMIC AND COMMER-

CIAL PARTNERSHIPS IN THE WEST-
ERN HEMISPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should en-
hance economic and commercial ties with 
democratic partners to promote prosperity 
in the Western Hemisphere by modernizing 
and strengthening trade capacity-building 
and trade facilitation initiatives, encour-
aging market-based economic reforms that 
enable inclusive economic growth, strength-
ening labor and environmental standards, 
addressing economic disparities of women, 
and encouraging transparency and adherence 
to the rule of law in investment dealings. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the United States Trade 
Representative, the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Development Finance Corporation, 
and the heads of other relevant Federal 

agencies, should support the improvement of 
economic conditions in the Western Hemi-
sphere through collaborative efforts with 
democratic partners that— 

(1) facilitate a more open, transparent, and 
competitive environment for United States 
businesses and promote robust and com-
prehensive trade capacity-building and trade 
facilitation by— 

(A) reducing trade and nontariff barriers 
between the countries in the region, estab-
lishing a mechanism for pursuing Mutual 
Recognition Agreements and Formalized 
Regulatory Cooperation Agreements in pri-
ority sectors of the economy; 

(B) establishing a forum for discussing and 
evaluating technical and other assistance 
needs to help establish streamlined ‘‘single 
window’’ processes to facilitate movement of 
goods and common customs arrangements 
and procedures to lower costs of goods in 
transit and speed to destination; 

(C) building relationships and exchanges 
between relevant regulatory bodies in the 
United States and democratic partners in 
the Western Hemisphere to promote best 
practices and transparency in rulemaking, 
implementation, and enforcement, and pro-
vide training and assistance to help improve 
supply chain management in the Western 
Hemisphere; 

(D) establishing regional fora for identi-
fying, raising, and addressing supply chain 
management issues, including infrastructure 
needs and strengthening of investment rules 
and regulatory frameworks; 

(E) establishing a dedicated program of 
trade missions and reverse trade missions to 
increase commercial contacts and ties be-
tween the United States and Western Hemi-
sphere partner countries; and 

(F) strengthening labor and environmental 
standards in the region; 

(2) establish frameworks or mechanisms to 
review and address the long-term financial 
sustainability and national security implica-
tions of foreign investments in strategic sec-
tors or services; 

(3) establish competitive and transparent 
infrastructure project selection and procure-
ment processes that promote transparency, 
open competition, financial sustainability, 
and robust adherence to global standards and 
norms; and 

(4) advance robust and comprehensive en-
ergy production and integration, including 
through a more open, transparent, and com-
petitive environment for United States com-
panies competing in the Western Hemi-
sphere, including by— 

(A) facilitating further development of in-
tegrated regional energy markets; 

(B) improving management of grids, in-
cluding technical capability to ensure the 
functionality, safe and responsible manage-
ment, and quality of service of electricity 
providers, carriers, and management and dis-
tribution systems; 

(C) facilitating private sector-led develop-
ment of reliable and affordable power gen-
eration capacity; 

(D) establishing a process for surveying 
grid capacity and management focused on 
identifying electricity service efficiencies 
and establishing cooperative mechanisms for 
providing technical assistance for— 

(i) grid management, power pricing, and 
tariff issues; 

(ii) establishing and maintaining appro-
priate regulatory best practices; and 

(iii) proposals to establish regional power 
grids for the purpose of promoting the sale of 
excess supply to consumers across borders; 

(E) assessing the viability and effective-
ness of decentralizing power production and 
transmission and building micro-grid power 
networks to improve, when feasible, access 
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to electricity, particularly in rural and un-
derserved communities where centralized 
power grid connections may not be feasible 
in the short to medium term; and 

(F) exploring opportunities to partner with 
the private sector and multilateral institu-
tions, such as the World Bank and the Inter- 
American Development Bank, to promote 
universal access to reliable and affordable 
electricity in the Western Hemisphere. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY AND 

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE IN THE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should sup-
port efforts to strengthen the capacity and 
legitimacy of democratic institutions and in-
clusive processes in the Western Hemisphere 
to promote a more transparent, democratic, 
and prosperous region. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development and heads of other relevant 
Federal agencies, should support trans-
parent, accountable, and democratic govern-
ance in the Western Hemisphere through col-
laborative efforts with democratic partners 
that— 

(1) strengthen the capacity of national 
electoral institutions to ensure free, fair, 
and transparent electoral processes, includ-
ing through pre-election assessment mis-
sions, technical assistance, and independent 
local and international election monitoring 
and observation missions; 

(2) enhance the capabilities of democrat-
ically elected national legislatures, par-
liamentary bodies, and autonomous regu-
latory institutions to conduct oversight; 

(3) strengthen the capacity of subnational 
government institutions to govern in a 
transparent, accountable, and democratic 
manner, including through training and 
technical assistance; 

(4) combat corruption at local and national 
levels, including through trainings, coopera-
tion agreements, initiatives aimed at dis-
mantling corrupt networks, and political 
support for bilateral or multilateral 
anticorruption mechanisms that strengthen 
attorneys general and prosecutors’ offices; 

(5) strengthen the capacity of civil society 
to conduct oversight of government institu-
tions, build the capacity of independent pro-
fessional journalism, facilitate substantive 
dialogue with government and the private 
sector to generate issue-based policies, and 
mobilize local resources to carry out such 
activities; 

(6) promote the meaningful and significant 
participation of women in democratic proc-
esses, including in national and subnational 
government and civil society; and 

(7) support the creation of procedures for 
the Organization of American States (OAS) 
to create an annual forum for democratically 
elected national legislatures from OAS mem-
ber States to discuss issues of hemispheric 
importance, as expressed in section 4 of the 
Organization of American States Legislative 
Engagement Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–343). 
SEC. ll. INVESTMENT, TRADE, AND DEVELOP-

MENT IN AFRICA AND LATIN AMER-
ICA AND THE CARIBBEAN. 

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall estab-

lish a comprehensive United States strategy 
for public and private investment, trade, and 
development in Africa and Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

(2) FOCUS OF STRATEGY.—The strategy re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall focus on in-
creasing exports of United States goods and 
services to Africa and Latin America and the 
Caribbean by 200 percent in real dollar value 
by the date that is 10 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(3) CONSULTATIONS.—In developing the 
strategy required by paragraph (1), the Presi-
dent shall consult with— 

(A) Congress; 
(B) each agency that is a member of the 

Trade Promotion Coordinating Committee; 
(C) the relevant multilateral development 

banks, in coordination with the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the respective United 
States Executive Directors of such banks; 

(D) each agency that participates in the 
Trade Policy Staff Committee established; 

(E) the President’s Export Council; 
(F) each of the development agencies; 
(G) any other Federal agencies with re-

sponsibility for export promotion or financ-
ing and development; and 

(H) the private sector, including busi-
nesses, nongovernmental organizations, and 
African and Latin American and Caribbean 
diaspora groups. 

(4) SUBMISSION TO APPROPRIATE CONGRES-
SIONAL COMMITTEES.— 

(A) STRATEGY.—Not later than 200 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall submit to Congress the 
strategy required by subsection (a). 

(B) PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall submit to Congress 
a report on the implementation of the strat-
egy required by paragraph (1). 

(b) SPECIAL AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE CARIBBEAN EXPORT STRATEGY COORDINA-
TORS.—The Secretary of Commerce shall des-
ignate an individual within the Department 
of Commerce to serve as Special Africa Ex-
port Strategy Coordinator and an individual 
within the Department of Commerce to serve 
as Special Latin America and the Caribbean 
Export Strategy Coordinator— 

(1) to oversee the development and imple-
mentation of the strategy required by sub-
section (a); 

(2) to coordinate developing and imple-
menting the strategy with— 

(A) the Trade Promotion Coordinating 
Committee; 

(B) the Director General for the U.S. and 
Foreign Commercial Service and the Assist-
ant Secretary for Global Markets; 

(C) the Assistant United States Trade Rep-
resentative for African Affairs or the Assist-
ant United States Trade Representative for 
the Western Hemisphere, as appropriate; 

(D) the Assistant Secretary of State for Af-
rican Affairs or the Assistant Secretary of 
State for Western Hemisphere Affairs, as ap-
propriate; 

(E) the Foreign Agricultural Service of the 
Department of Agriculture; 

(F) the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States; 

(G) the United States International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation; and 

(H) the development agencies; and 
(3) considering and reflecting the impact of 

promotion of United States exports on the 
economy and employment opportunities of 
importing country, with a view to improving 
secure supply chains, avoiding economic dis-
ruptions, and stabilizing economic growth in 
a trade and export strategy. 

(c) TRADE MISSIONS TO AFRICA AND LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.—It is the sense 
of Congress that, not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Commerce and other high- 
level officials of the United States Govern-
ment with responsibility for export pro-
motion, financing, and development should 
conduct joint trade missions to Africa and to 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

(d) TRAINING.—The President shall develop 
a plan— 

(1) to standardize the training received by 
United States and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice officers, economic officers of the Depart-

ment of State, and economic officers of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment with respect to the programs and 
procedures of the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States, the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation, 
the Small Business Administration, and the 
United States Trade and Development Agen-
cy; and 

(2) to ensure that, not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act— 

(A) all United States and Foreign Commer-
cial Service officers that are stationed over-
seas receive the training described in para-
graph (1); and 

(B) in the case of a country to which no 
United States and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice officer is assigned, any economic officer 
of the Department of State stationed in that 
country receives that training. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Finance, the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES.—The term ‘‘de-
velopment agencies’’ means the United 
States Department of State, the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Millennium Challenge Corpora-
tion, the United States International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation, the United 
States Trade and Development Agency, the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
and relevant multilateral development 
banks. 

(3) MULTILATERAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS.— 
The term ‘‘multilateral development banks’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1701(c)(4) of the International Financial In-
stitutions Act (22 U.S.C. 262r(c)(4)) and in-
cludes the African Development Foundation. 

(4) TRADE POLICY STAFF COMMITTEE.—The 
term ‘‘Trade Policy Staff Committee’’ means 
the Trade Policy Staff Committee estab-
lished pursuant to section 2002.2 of title 15, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(5) TRADE PROMOTION COORDINATING COM-
MITTEE.—The term ‘‘Trade Promotion Co-
ordinating Committee’’ means the Trade 
Promotion Coordinating Committee estab-
lished under section 2312 of the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 4727). 

(6) UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN COMMERCIAL 
SERVICE.—The term ‘‘United States and For-
eign Commercial Service’’ means the United 
States and Foreign Commercial Service es-
tablished by section 2301 of the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 4721). 
SEC. ll. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PRIORITIZING 

NOMINATION AND CONFIRMATION 
OF QUALIFIED AMBASSADORS. 

It is the sense of Congress that it is criti-
cally important that both the President and 
the Senate play their respective roles to 
nominate and confirm qualified ambassadors 
as quickly as possible. 
SEC. ll. WESTERN HEMISPHERE DEFINED. 

In this subtitle, the term ‘‘Western Hemi-
sphere’’ does not include Cuba, Nicaragua, or 
Venezuela. 
SEC. ll. REPORT ON EFFORTS TO CAPTURE 

AND DETAIN UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS AS HOSTAGES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall submit to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
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the House of Representatives a report on ef-
forts by the Maduro regime of Venezuela to 
detain United States citizens and lawful per-
manent residents. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include, regarding the ar-
rest, capture, detainment, and imprisonment 
of United States citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents— 

(1) the names, positions, and institutional 
affiliation of Venezuelan individuals, or 
those acting on their behalf, who have en-
gaged in such activities; 

(2) a description of any role played by 
transnational criminal organizations, and an 
identification of such organizations; and 

(3) where relevant, an assessment of wheth-
er and how United States citizens and lawful 
permanent residents have been lured to Ven-
ezuela. 

(c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but shall include a classified annex, 
which shall include a list of the total number 
of United States citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents detained or imprisoned in 
Venezuela as of the date on which the report 
is submitted. 

SA 1018. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the 
following: 
SEC. 345. STUDY ON FACILITIES AND INFRA-

STRUCTURE NECESSARY TO CON-
DUCT MILITARY OPERATIONS AND 
EXTEND THE OPERATIONAL REACH 
OF THE ARMED FORCES INTO THE 
ARCTIC REGION. 

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Defense, in 
consultation with the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard, shall conduct a study to evalu-
ate and plan facilities and infrastructure 
that would be required north of the Arctic 
Circle to conduct military operations and ex-
tend the operational reach of the Armed 
Forces into the Arctic region of the United 
States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study re-
quired under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) assess possible locations that could 
serve as forward bases for personnel recov-
ery, agile combat employment, and distrib-
uted operations; and 

(2) evaluate the capacity and potential of 
locations for infrastructure, storage and dis-
tribution points, refueling stations, staging 
bases for tactical operations, medical sup-
port centers, and providers of common-user 
logistics support. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Armed Services and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate and the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives a report 
on the study required under subsection (a). 

SA 1019. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for 
himself and Mr. GRAHAM) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 

and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1240A. EXTENSION OF LEND-LEASE AUTHOR-

ITY TO UKRAINE. 
Section 2(a)(1) of the Ukraine Democracy 

Defense Lend-Lease Act of 2022 (Public Law 
117–118; 136 Stat. 1184) is amended by striking 
‘‘fiscal years 2022 and 2023’’ and inserting 
‘‘fiscal years 2022 through 2024’’. 

SA 1020. Mr. WYDEN (for himself, 
Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. LUMMIS, and Mr. 
ROUNDS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 16ll. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO 

CYBER PROTECTION SUPPORT FOR 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PER-
SONNEL IN POSITIONS HIGHLY VUL-
NERABLE TO CYBER ATTACK. 

Section 1645 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–328; 10 U.S.C. 2224 note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘AUTHORITY’’ and inserting ‘‘REQUIREMENT’’; 
(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and personal accounts’’ 

after ‘‘personal technology devices’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and shall provide such 

support to any such personnel who request 
the support’’ after ‘‘in paragraph (2)’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (2)(B), by inserting ‘‘or 
personal accounts’’ after ‘‘personal tech-
nology devices’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or per-

sonal accounts’’ after ‘‘personal technology 
devices’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and net-
works’’ and inserting ‘‘, personal networks, 
and personal accounts’’; and 

(3) by striking subsections (d) and (e) and 
inserting the following new subsection (d): 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘personal accounts’ means 

accounts for online and telecommunications 
services, including telephone, residential 
internet access, email, text and multimedia 
messaging, cloud computing, social media, 
health care, and financial services, used by 
Department of Defense personnel outside of 
the scope of their employment with the De-
partment. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘personal technology devices’ 
means technology devices used by Depart-
ment of Defense personnel outside of the 
scope of their employment with the Depart-
ment and includes networks to which such 
devices connect.’’. 
SEC. 16ll. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT 

ON EFFORTS TO PROTECT PER-
SONAL INFORMATION OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE PERSONNEL 
FROM EXPLOITATION BY FOREIGN 
ADVERSARIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall brief the appropriate congressional 
committees on Department of Defense ef-

forts to protect personal information of its 
personnel from exploitation by foreign ad-
versaries. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The briefing required under 
subsection (a) shall include any observations 
on the following elements: 

(1) An assessment of efforts by the Depart-
ment of Defense to protect the personal in-
formation, including location data generated 
by smart phones, of members of the Armed 
Forces, civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense, veterans, and their families 
from exploitation by foreign adversaries. 

(2) Recommendations to improve Depart-
ment of Defense policies and programs to 
meaningfully address this threat. 

(c) REPORT.—The Comptroller General 
shall publish on its website an unclassified 
report, which may contain a classified annex 
submitted to the congressional defense and 
intelligence committees, on the elements de-
scribed in subsection (b) at a time mutually 
agreed upon. 

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the congressional defense committees; 
(2) the Select Committee on Intelligence of 

the Senate; and 
(3) the Permanent Select Committee on In-

telligence of the House of Representatives. 

SA 1021. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title VIII, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON CONTRACTING WITH 

CERTAIN BIOTECHNOLOGY PRO-
VIDERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The head of an executive 
agency may not— 

(1) procure or obtain or extend or renew a 
contract to procure or obtain any covered 
biotechnology equipment or service; or 

(2) enter into a contract or extend or renew 
a contract with any entity that— 

(A) uses covered biotechnology equipment 
or services acquired after the date of the en-
actment of this Act; or 

(B) enters into any contract the perform-
ance of which such entity knows or has rea-
son to believe will require the direct use of 
covered biotechnology equipment or serv-
ices. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON LOAN AND GRANT 
FUNDS.—The head of an executive agency 
may not obligate or expend loan or grant 
funds to— 

(1) procure or obtain or extend or renew a 
contract to procure or obtain any covered 
biotechnology equipment or service; or 

(2) enter into a contract or extend or renew 
a contract with an entity described in sub-
section (a)(2). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The prohibitions 
under subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(d) WAIVER AUTHORITIES.— 
(1) SPECIFIC BIOTECHNOLOGY EXCEPTION.— 
(A) WAIVER.—The head of an executive 

agency may waive the prohibition under sub-
sections (a) and (b) on a case-by-case basis— 

(i) with the approval of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, in con-
sultation with the Federal Acquisition Secu-
rity Council and the Secretary of Defense; 
and 
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