July 26, 2023

manufacturing facilities have been an-
nounced across the country, employing
thousands and thousands of people—
and not just in junky, low-wage jobs
but in good, high-pay, high-skill jobs,
with training to boot. Again, these new
facilities mean even more good-paying
jobs for years to come in construction,
manufacturing, clean energy, and so
much more.

As the new jobs are being created,
wage growth continues to go up. It is
now exceeding inflation. So the
amount brought home in your pay-
check has gone up more than the cost
of goods has gone up. That is a new
thing. It only happened in the last few
years.

The policies that we have passed here
in the Senate—that Democrats have
passed here in the Senate, frankly—are
making a huge difference. Of course, we
are only getting started. As we con-
tinue implementing the IRA, the
American people will see more evi-
dence of the Democratic agenda work-
ing for them.

———————

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on AI,
finally, with so much going on in the
Senate, I want to remind my col-
leagues that today we will hold our
third all-Senate briefing on artificial
intelligence. Our presenters are Rick
Stevens from the Department of Ener-
gy’s Argonne National Lab, Dr.
Sethuraman ‘‘Panch’ Panchanathan
from the National Science Foundation,
and Dr. Kathleen Fisher from the In-
formation Innovation Office at
DARPA. Finally, our moderator will be
Dr. Jose-Marie Griffiths, member, Na-
tional Security Commission on Artifi-
cial Intelligence, and president of Da-
kota State University. It is a broad
range of presenters.

The last few briefings were well-at-
tended. I know people are busy today,
but please try to make the time. And
the Q-and-A was surprisingly very di-
rect. We got a lot of answers and
learned a lot.

So I look forward to seeing my col-
leagues at the briefing for what surely
will be an illuminating, important dis-
cussion, and I thank everyone for their
good work.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2024—Resumed
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the Senate will re-

sume consideration of S. 2226, which
the clerk will report.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2226) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

Pending:

Schumer (for Reed/Wicker) amendment No.
935, in the nature of a substitute.

Schumer amendment No. 936 (to amend-
ment No. 935), to add an effective date.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

S. 2226

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, last
week, we saw an important step to rec-
ognize the legacy of our nuclear weap-
ons program and live up to our obliga-
tions to the people and communities
still touched by that work. And, no, I
am not talking about a movie. The new
release may focus on part of the story,
but there is another important chapter
I will not let us overlook or forget, one
that takes place in my home State of
Washington, one that is not over yet.
That is Hanford, where men and women
in my State are diligently now doing
the hard, dangerous work of cleaning
up one of the most hazardous nuclear
waste sites on the planet.

As some of my colleagues may know,
during World War II, the Federal Gov-
ernment established the Hanford Site
in Central Washington State to
produce the plutonium our Nation
needed for nuclear weapons. Hanford
wasn’t just where they made the pluto-
nium; it is also where they left 177
tanks, 56 million gallons of highly
toxic radioactive waste. For decades
now, workers have been doing the criti-
cally important work and very dan-
gerous work of cleaning up that site.

I have fought for decades to make
sure the Federal Government lives up
to its moral and legal obligation to
support our Hanford workers and clean
up the Hanford Site, and I am still
fighting to make sure we live up to
those obligations today. That is why I
meet regularly with workers from Han-
ford to hear about the challenges they
are facing and the help they need. It is
exactly why I have been pushing so
hard to get my Beryllium Testing Fair-
ness Act passed, and I was thrilled that
the Senate voted overwhelmingly last
week—96 to 2—to add this to the an-
nual Defense bill.

My legislation makes sure that work-
ers are getting support to deal with one
of the most dangerous threats they
face at Hanford—beryllium exposure.
This is a serious health risk that can
cause severe respiratory disease, irre-
versible scarring of the lungs, and lung
cancer.

Now, Congress passed legislation in
2000 providing care to those who have
made incredible sacrifices by working
on our nuclear arsenal. I fought to
make sure this covered the medical
costs for those with chronic beryllium
disease and provided cash benefits to
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people who have been diagnosed with
that disease. But here is the thing: Not
everyone who needs those critical med-
ical benefits for beryllium exposure
can get them today. That is because
the diagnostic standard is outdated and
out of line with current science.

Right now, to qualify for advanced
medical monitoring, you have to show
an abnormal blood test. But if your
blood test is borderline for beryllium
sensitization, that doesn’t count to-
ward your diagnosis at all—even when
you are plainly experiencing the effects
of beryllium exposure or even if it is
your third such borderline result. That
is not right, and by the way, it is not
consistent with today’s science.

Workers in America who are cleaning
up one of the most toxic and radio-
active nuclear sites on the planet
should not have to jump through cum-
bersome and unnecessary hoops and
have the care they need delayed or de-
nied all because the standard is out-
dated. That is why my bill will update
that statute and bring it in line with
an OSHA rule that was finalized actu-
ally under the last administration so
that three borderline tests count as
conclusive and more workers can get
the care they need.

Let me take a step back to make
clear why this policy matters. Less
than a year ago, when I met with Han-
ford workers to talk about my bill and
to hear their stories, I heard from one
worker whose name was Tina. She
talked about her friends and neighbors,
people who power the work at Hanford.
She talked about how a colleague’s
mom got beryllium disease, and then
she retired. After many years of work-
ing at the site, she is now not chasing
her grandkids around. She can’t. She
doesn’t have the lung capacity to run
around and play with her grand-
children. It is heartbreaking, and it is
not an uncommon story in the Tri-Cit-
ies. That is why this bill matters.

Yes, it is technical. Yes, it may not
seem like a big difference if you are
not involved in this kind of work day
to day. But this bill will make sure we
don’t lose precious time getting work-
ers the support they need to manage
this awful disease.

I am glad we are on track to get this
passed into law now, and there is a lot
more I want to get done to make sure
we are living up to the obligation to
take care of those workers. But this is
meaningful, important progress. They
may not be telling the stories of these
workers on the silver screen yet, but as
long as I am in the Senate, you can bet
their voices will be heard in the Halls
of our Nation’s Capitol.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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