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At the appropriate place in title VII of di-
vision B, insert the following:

SEC. (a) There is appropriated
$3,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the emergency and transitional
pet shelter and housing assistance grant pro-
gram established under section 12502(b) of
the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (34
U.S.C. 20127).

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the total amount rescinded in sec-
tion 745 is increased by $3,000,000.

SA 1123. Ms. ERNST submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 submitted by Mrs.
MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS)
and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4366, making appropriations for
military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 4. REPORTING REGARDING TELEWORK.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms
“employee’’, ‘‘locality pay area’’, ‘‘locality
rate’”, and ‘‘official worksite’”” have the
meanings given those terms in section 531.602
of title 5, Code of Federal Regulations.

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the head of each agency or depart-
ment funded under division A, division B, or
division C of this Act shall submit to Con-
gress a report containing—

(1) the number of employees of the agency
or department who, based upon information
technology login information, office swipe-
ins, and other measurable and observable
factors, perform the majority of their work-
ing hours in a locality pay area with a lower
locality rate than the locality rate for the
locality pay area in which the official work-
site of the employee is located, but continue
to receive the higher locality rate associated
with the official worksite of the employee;

(2) the cost savings that would be achieved
by adjusting the locality rate for employees
described in paragraph (1) to be the locality
rate for the locality pay area in which the
employees perform the majority of their
working hours;

(3) the actions the agency or department
has taken to audit and adjust the locality
rates for employees with a telework agree-
ment to account for the location from which
the employees perform the majority of their
working hours;

(4) as of the date of enactment of this Act,
the actions the agency or department has
taken to ensure oversight and quality con-
trol of remote work;

(5) any additional steps the agency or de-
partment is considering taking to improve
oversight and quality control of remote
work;

(6) the typical daily onsite attendance in
the office buildings of the agency or depart-
ment, as a proportion of the total workforce
of the agency or department;

(7) any guidance, initiatives, or other in-
centives in effect to entice the employees of
the agency or department to return to work-
ing from the office buildings of the agency or
department;

(8) a description of the instances in which
the agency or department has exercised the
authority under paragraph (2) of section
531.605(d) of title 5, Code of Federal Regula-
tions to waive the twice-in-a-pay-period
standard under paragraph (1) of such section;

(9) the number of exceptions to the exer-
cises of authority described in paragraph (8)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

that have been revoked during each month
beginning on or after July 1, 2021;

(10) as of the date of enactment of this Act,
the number of employees for whom an excep-
tion described in paragraph (8) remains in ef-
fect;

(11) a discussion of the monetary and envi-
ronmental cost of maintaining underutilized
space for the agency or department, in terms
of energy use and carbon emissions;

(12) any steps the agency or department is
taking or planning to take on or before the
date that is 30 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act to reduce underutilization
of building and office space; and

(13) an analysis of the impacts of telework
on the delivery of services and response
times, including any increase or decrease in
backlogs relative to the backlog as of March
1, 2020.

SA 1124. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 submitted by Mrs.
MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS)
and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4366, making appropriations for
military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . Of the funds made available by
this division or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2024 for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Security Investment Program,
not more than two percent may be obligated
or expended.

SA 1125. Mr. VANCE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 submitted by Mrs.
MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS)
and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4366, making appropriations for
military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in division C, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds appropriated
or made available by this division may be
used to enforce a mask mandate in response
to the COVID-19 virus.

SA 1126. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1092 submitted by Mrs.
MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS)
and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 4366, making appropriations for
military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of division A, insert the fol-
lowing:
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TITLE IV
CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF RULE-

MAKING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS
SEC. 401. CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW. (a)(1)(A) Be-

fore a rule of the Department may take
effect, the Department shall publish in
the Federal Register a list of informa-
tion on which the rule is based, includ-
ing data, scientific and economic stud-
ies, and cost-benefit analyses, and iden-
tify how the public can access such in-
formation online, and shall submit to
each House of the Congress and to the
Comptroller General a report con-
taining—

(i) a copy of the rule;

(ii) a concise general statement relating to
the rule;

(iii) a classification of the rule as a major
or nonmajor rule, including an explanation
of the classification specifically addressing
each criteria for a major rule contained
within subparagraphs (A) through (C) of sec-
tion 404(2);

(iv) a list of any other related regulatory
actions intended to implement the same
statutory provision or regulatory objective
as well as the individual and aggregate eco-
nomic effects of those actions; and

(v) the proposed effective date of the rule.

(B) On the date of the submission of the re-
port under subparagraph (A), the Depart-
ment shall submit to the Comptroller Gen-
eral and make available to each House of
Congress—

(i) a complete copy of the cost-benefit
analysis of the rule, if any, including an
analysis of any jobs added or lost, differen-
tiating between public and private sector
jobs;

(ii) the Department’s actions pursuant to
sections 603, 604, 605, 607, and 609 of title 5,
United States Code;

(iii) the Department’s actions pursuant to
sections 202, 203, 204, and 205 of the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995;

(iv) an estimate of the effect on inflation
of the rule; and

(v) any other relevant information or re-
quirements under any other Act and any rel-
evant Executive orders.

(C) Upon receipt of a report submitted
under subparagraph (A), each House shall
provide copies of the report to the chairman
and ranking member of each standing com-
mittee with jurisdiction under the rules of
the House of Representatives or the Senate
to report a bill to amend the provision of law
under which the rule is issued.

(D) If requested in writing by a member of
Congress—

(i) the Comptroller General shall make a
determination whether an agency action
qualifies as a rule for purposes of this chap-
ter, and shall submit to Congress this deter-
mination not later than 60 days after the
date of the request; and

(ii) the Comptroller General, in consulta-
tion with the Director of the Congressional
Budget Office, shall make a determination
whether a rule is considered a major rule
under the provisions of this act, and shall
submit to Congress this determination not
later than 90 days after the date of the re-
quest.

For purposes of this section, a determina-
tion under this subparagraph shall be
deemed to be a report under subparagraph

A).

(2)(A) The Comptroller General shall pro-
vide a report on each major rule to the com-
mittees of jurisdiction by the end of 15 cal-
endar days after the submission or publica-
tion date. The report of the Comptroller
General shall include an assessment of the
Department’s compliance with procedural
steps required by paragraph (1)(B) and an as-
sessment of whether the major rule imposes



		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-09-13T09:56:43-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




