
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4601 September 19, 2023 
DIVISION D—LUMBEE FAIRNESS ACT 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Lumbee 

Fairness Act’’. 
SEC. 102. FEDERAL RECOGNITION. 

The Act of June 7, 1956 (70 Stat. 254, chap-
ter 375), is amended— 

(1) by striking section 2; 
(2) in the first sentence of the first section, 

by striking ‘‘That the Indians’’ and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF LUMBEE INDIANS. 

‘‘The Indians’’; 
(3) in the preamble— 
(A) by inserting before the first undesig-

nated clause the following: 
‘‘SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

‘‘Congress finds that—’’; 
(B) by designating the undesignated 

clauses as paragraphs (1) through (4), respec-
tively, and indenting appropriately; 

(C) by striking ‘‘Whereas’’ each place it ap-
pears; 

(D) by striking ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon 
at the end of each of paragraphs (1) and (2) 
(as so designated); and 

(E) in paragraph (4) (as so designated), by 
striking ‘‘: Now, therefore,’’ and inserting a 
period; 

(4) by moving the enacting clause so as to 
appear before section 1 (as so designated); 

(5) by striking the last sentence of section 
3 (as designated by paragraph (2)); 

(6) by inserting before section 3 (as des-
ignated by paragraph (2)) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this Act: 
‘‘(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
‘‘(2) TRIBE.—The term ‘Tribe’ means the 

Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina or the 
Lumbee Indians of North Carolina.’’; and 

(7) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 4. FEDERAL RECOGNITION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Federal recognition is 
extended to the Tribe (as designated as peti-
tioner number 65 by the Office of Federal Ac-
knowledgment). 

‘‘(b) APPLICABILITY OF LAWS.—All laws and 
regulations of the United States of general 
application to Indians and Indian tribes shall 
apply to the Tribe and its members. 

‘‘(c) PETITION FOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—Not-
withstanding section 3, any group of Indians 
in Robeson and adjoining counties, North 
Carolina, whose members are not enrolled in 
the Tribe (as determined under section 5(d)) 
may petition under part 83 of title 25 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations for acknowledg-
ment of tribal existence. 
‘‘SEC. 5. ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL SERVICES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Tribe and its mem-
bers shall be eligible for all services and ben-
efits provided by the Federal Government to 
federally recognized Indian tribes. 

‘‘(b) SERVICE AREA.—For the purpose of the 
delivery of Federal services and benefits de-
scribed in subsection (a), those members of 
the Tribe residing in Robeson, Cumberland, 
Hoke, and Scotland counties in North Caro-
lina shall be deemed to be residing on or near 
an Indian reservation. 

‘‘(c) DETERMINATION OF NEEDS.—On 
verification by the Secretary of a tribal roll 
under subsection (d), the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall— 

‘‘(1) develop, in consultation with the 
Tribe, a determination of needs to provide 
the services for which members of the Tribe 
are eligible; and 

‘‘(2) after the tribal roll is verified, each 
submit to Congress a written statement of 
those needs. 

‘‘(d) TRIBAL ROLL.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purpose of the deliv-

ery of Federal services and benefits described 

in subsection (a), the tribal roll in effect on 
the date of enactment of this section shall, 
subject to verification by the Secretary, de-
fine the service population of the Tribe. 

‘‘(2) VERIFICATION LIMITATION AND DEAD-
LINE.—The verification by the Secretary 
under paragraph (1) shall— 

‘‘(A) be limited to confirming documentary 
proof of compliance with the membership 
criteria set out in the constitution of the 
Tribe adopted on November 16, 2001; and 

‘‘(B) be completed not later than 2 years 
after the submission of a digitized roll with 
supporting documentary proof by the Tribe 
to the Secretary. 
‘‘SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION TO TAKE LAND INTO 

TRUST. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Secretary is here-
by authorized to take land into trust for the 
benefit of the Tribe. 

‘‘(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN LAND.—An ap-
plication to take into trust land located 
within Robeson County, North Carolina, 
under this section shall be treated by the 
Secretary as an ‘on reservation’ trust acqui-
sition under part 151 of title 25, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or a successor regulation). 
‘‘SEC. 7. JURISDICTION OF STATE OF NORTH 

CAROLINA. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—With respect to land lo-

cated within the State of North Carolina 
that is owned by, or held in trust by the 
United States for the benefit of, the Tribe, or 
any dependent Indian community of the 
Tribe, the State of North Carolina shall exer-
cise jurisdiction over— 

‘‘(1) all criminal offenses that are com-
mitted; and 

‘‘(2) all civil actions that arise. 
‘‘(b) TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Secretary may accept on behalf of the 
United States, after consulting with the At-
torney General of the United States, any 
transfer by the State of North Carolina to 
the United States of any portion of the juris-
diction of the State of North Carolina de-
scribed in subsection (a) over Indian country 
occupied by the Tribe pursuant to an agree-
ment between the Tribe and the State of 
North Carolina. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTION.—A transfer of jurisdic-
tion described in paragraph (1) may not take 
effect until 2 years after the effective date of 
the agreement described in that paragraph. 

‘‘(c) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section af-
fects the application of section 109 of the In-
dian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 
1919). 
‘‘SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as are necessary to carry out this 
Act.’’. 

SA 1248. Mr. KING submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 4366, making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

In the matter under the heading ‘‘RURAL 
HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT’’ 
under the heading ‘‘RURAL HOUSING SERVICE’’ 
under the heading ‘‘RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS’’ in title III of division C, strike 
‘‘$60,000,000 for section 515’’ and insert 
‘‘$200,000,000 for section 515’’. 

In the matter under the heading ‘‘RURAL 
HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT’’ 
under the heading ‘‘RURAL HOUSING SERVICE’’ 
under the heading ‘‘RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS’’ in title III of division C, strike 
‘‘$35,000,000’’ and insert ‘‘75,000,000’’. 

SA 1249. Mr. CRUZ (for himself and 
Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MURRAY (for 
herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill 
H.R. 4366, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. ADVANCING EFFORTS SEEKING COM-

PLIANCE BY MEXICO WITH TREATY 
ON UTILIZATION OF WATERS OF THE 
COLORADO AND TIJUANA RIVERS 
AND OF THE RIO GRANDE. 

The Secretary of State shall use the voice, 
vote, diplomatic capital, and resources of the 
United States to ensure that United States 
diplomats and officials of the U.S. Section of 
the International Boundary and Water Com-
mission are able to advance efforts seeking 
compliance by the United Mexican States 
with the Treaty on Utilization of Waters of 
the Colorado and Tijuana Rivers and of the 
Rio Grande, signed at Washington February 
3, 1944, and to establish understandings to 
provide predictable and reliable future deliv-
eries of water by the United Mexican States. 

SA 1250. Mr. MORAN (for himself, 
Mr. TESTER, and Mr. BOOZMAN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 1092 pro-
posed by Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and 
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, mak-
ing appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2024, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. lll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS TO 

CHANGE RATE OF REIMBURSEMENT 
FOR TRANSPORTATION VIA SPECIAL 
MODE OF TRANSPORTATION. 

During the period beginning on October 1, 
2023, and ending on September 30, 2024, no 
funds appropriated by this division may be 
obligated or expended to change rates for re-
imbursement for transportation of a veteran 
or other individual via a special mode of 
transportation under the laws administered 
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from 
the rates in place as of January 1, 2023. 
SEC. lll. REDUCTION OF AMOUNTS FOR DE-

PARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION— 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION AC-
COUNT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

The amounts otherwise made available by 
this division for the Departmental Adminis-
tration—General Administration account of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs are here-
by reduced by $43,500,000. 

SA 1251. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself 
and Mr. CARPER) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 4366, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2024, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In the matter under the heading ‘‘RURAL 
HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT’’ 
under the heading ‘‘RURAL HOUSING SERVICE’’ 
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