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Fayoume, who was brutally murdered 
by his landlord over the weekend in my 
home State of Illinois because he just 
happened to be a Muslim—a 6-year-old 
who loved playing with his LEGOs, a6- 
year-old who could have been any one 
of ours. 

I know many others in this Chamber, 
across the country, and around the 
world are haunted, too. 

So we must—must—act with urgency 
to secure the sustained flow of humani-
tarian aid into Gaza. 

We must—must—restore essential 
services like water as quickly as we 
can. 

We must—must—ensure hostages 
being held in Gaza receive urgent med-
ical treatment and are safely brought 
home as soon as humanly possible. 

Innocent life needs to be protected 
consistent with the laws of armed con-
flict. These actions mark both moral 
imperatives by helping innocent civil-
ians but also are steps toward ensuring 
Israel’s security. 

I am grateful that the administration 
has been working around the clock on 
these priorities, and I will continue to 
do everything in my power to support 
them because, during a crisis that is al-
most always defined by lose-lose out-
comes, this could be the rare step that 
would actually benefit all innocent 
parties. It would help to get those 
trapped innocent Palestinian families 
who are mourning their own lost loved 
ones and who have been living with no 
access to basic necessities. It would get 
assistance to the hostages from Israel, 
the United States, and other nations 
whom we are all praying for so des-
perately. It would send the message 
that the global community is unified in 
ending the suffering of innocent human 
souls. 

As someone who was shot down by an 
insurgent in the Middle East, I know 
all too well that these are the kinds of 
moments when the next generation of 
insurgents get radicalized, as groups 
like Hamas thrive when people are suf-
fering the most. They take advantage 
of the despair and the hopelessness 
that they themselves manufacture, 
that they themselves manipulate, and 
they use it to recruit more to their 
cause. 

We cannot let Hamas succeed. We 
cannot let the blast of missiles drown 
out the voices of our better angels be-
cause our hearts are big enough and 
our perspectives wide enough to know 
that Hamas’s reign of terror terrorizes 
the little girls and boys of not just 
Israel but Gaza, too, as they use them 
as human shields. 

In this moment, it is hard not to feel 
the darkness weighing down upon us. 
But for all of those in harm’s way, we 
must channel our devastation into mo-
tivation. We must use our voices to lift 
up the humanity of innocent civilians, 
not to dehumanize those who may look 
or pray differently than us. We must 
work as hard as we can to bring about 
a tomorrow for both Israelis and Pal-
estinians alike, where their skies won’t 

be marred with missiles, and their 
streets won’t be scarred with blood. 

That is exactly what I am going to 
do. I am going to roll out of this Cham-
ber, head back to my office, and keep 
fighting to get our hostages home. I 
will fight to get our greatest ally in 
the Middle East, Israel, the aid and 
support they need, and I am also going 
to work to get basic humanitarian aid 
into Gaza. 

Then, tonight, when I go home, I am 
going to hold my daughters in my arms 
until they wiggle free, and every mo-
ment that that hug lasts, I am going to 
be more aware than ever how lucky I 
am just to be able to squeeze them 
tight. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 417, submitted earlier 
today; that at 1:45 p.m., the Senate 
vote on adoption of the resolution; that 
if the resolution is agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table without intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

STANDING WITH ISRAEL AGAINST 
TERRORISM 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 417) standing with 

Israel against terrorism. 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KING). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

DOWN SYNDROME AWARENESS MONTH 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, in 1984, 

President Ronald Reagan designated 
October as National Down Syndrome 
Awareness Month. We have been hon-
oring that month ever since. We are at-
tempting to ensure that Americans 
have had the opportunity to celebrate 
and recognize individuals with Down 
syndrome and those individuals’ con-
tribution to our world. 

Since 2015, I have served as the co-
chair of the Congressional Down Syn-
drome Task Force, a bipartisan, bi-
cameral caucus dedicated to promoting 
policies that enhance the quality of life 
for individuals with Down syndrome. 

Last September, the task force 
partnered with leaders in Down syn-
drome advocacy groups and the med-
ical research sector to host a round-
table discussion on recent scientific ad-
vances in Down syndrome research. 
During the roundtable, self-advocates 
brought awareness to the issues impor-
tant to their communities, such as 
work and education opportunities, poli-
cies to improve independent living, 
support for their loved ones and care-
takers, and medical research. 

Hearing the firsthand testimonies 
from individuals of Down syndrome 
and medical professionals who have 
dedicated their careers to the under-
standing of Down syndrome in order to 
better care for the community was 
meaningful to me, and it helped us bet-
ter understand the needs of the Down 
syndrome community. 

Through my interactions on the task 
force, I have also had the privilege to 
meet amazing parents, siblings, aunts, 
uncles, advocates, and caregivers who 
support individuals with Down syn-
drome in living successful and ful-
filling lives. The dedication to improv-
ing the lives of those in the Down syn-
drome community is appreciated not 
only this month of October, but in 
every month, every day, every year. 

As a cochair of the task force, I have 
worked to advocate for Federal re-
sources for the Down syndrome com-
munity to support medical research 
and enable individuals with Down syn-
drome to live a full and independent 
life. 

Through congressional commitment 
to expand Federal resources, Down syn-
drome research has improved signifi-
cantly in recent years. In May of 2022, 
the National Institutes of Health re-
port stated Federal investment in 
Down syndrome research had increased 
from $18 million in fiscal year 2014 to 
around $124 million in fiscal year 2022. 
This increase in funding is a recogni-
tion of the gaps in our medical re-
search and works to make certain that 
we prioritize learning more about 
Down syndrome. 

As we take this month to celebrate 
the Down syndrome community and 
their families, I look forward to build-
ing on recent successes and urge Con-
gress to renew its commitment to pur-
suing policies that support the Down 
syndrome community and improve the 
quality of every American’s life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maryland. 
ISRAEL 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, first, I 
know that we will be voting on shortly 
the resolution showing our support for 
the State of Israel from the horrible at-
tack by Hamas. I just really want to 
thank our colleagues for the coopera-
tion in getting this resolution before 
us. Right after this horrific attack, I 
worked with Senator RISCH to show bi-
partisan support to draft the resolution 
that would express our strong support 
for Israel, that we had their back, that 
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