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in competition with five other division winners 
for the title of National Young Marine of the 
Year, the highest honor bestowed by the 
Young Marines organization nationally. 

The Young Marines is a national non-profit 
youth education and service program for boys 
and girls, age eight through high school grad-
uation. The Young Marines promotes the men-
tal, moral, and physical development of its 
members. The program focuses on teaching 
the values of leadership, teamwork, and self- 
discipline, so its members can live and pro-
mote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle. 

Suber joined the Young Marines at age nine 
and she currently holds the rank of Young Ma-
rine Sergeant Major. Over her eight years in 
the program, Suber has attended all three 
leadership schools available from Young Ma-
rines, and went on to teach leadership at 
some of these schools as an alumna. 

Outside of Young Marines, Suber is busy 
with many hours spent as a Toys for Tots 
Mentor and Youth Ambassador. In this posi-
tion she helped to inspire and teach fellow 
Youth Ambassador’s not only about the pro-
gram but how they can get more involved in 
the campaign and grow as leaders. This past 
year she was named one of the Youth Ambas-
sador Mentors of the year on behalf of the 
Toys for Tots organization. In addition to her 
Toys for Tots national leadership, she is also 
a leader in her high school’s vocational edu-
cation program, assisting the school with 
teaching plans and curriculum development. 

After high school, Suber plans to serve in 
the U.S. Marine Corps in the field of aviation. 
I wish her the best of luck in her endeavors, 
and I know that she will serve her community 
and country well. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF THE RESO-
LUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT 
FOR THE DESIGNATION OF FEB-
RUARY 29, 2024, AS ‘‘RARE DIS-
EASE DAY’’ 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 29, 2024 

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
reintroduce this resolution, with my colleague, 
Rep. RICHARD HUDSON of North Carolina. Our 
resolution supports the designation of Rare 
Disease Day on the last day of February. I am 
pleased that this resolution has been en-
dorsed by the National Organization for Rare 
Disorders (NORD) and am thankful for their 
leadership on these critical issues over many 
years. 

Nearly one in ten Americans live with one or 
more of the roughly 7,000 known rare dis-
eases. More than half of those struggling with 
rare diseases—defined as affecting less than 
200,000 people—are children. Sadly, many 
rare diseases and conditions are serious, life- 
threatening, and lack effective treatments. 
These are not just statistics: I am sure most 
of us know at least one family member or 
friend who has been affected by or struggled 
with the unique challenges of rare diseases. 

Moreover, as we observe Black History 
Month, it’s important to know that African 
Americans and other minorities are especially 
vulnerable to rare diseases, including Sickle 
Cell Anemia and Sarcoidosis. These diseases 

and conditions—including Thalassemia and 
Hereditary ATTR (hATTR) amyloidosis—dis-
proportionately affect African Americans. De-
spite these unique obstacles, African Ameri-
cans have an inspiring tradition of both com-
batting rare diseases and improving medical 
science. 

One great example is Dr. Charles Drew, an 
African American scientist who helped found 
the modem ‘‘blood bank,’’ which helped dra-
matically expand blood transfusions. A faculty 
member at Howard University, Dr. Drew’s pio-
neering work in blood transfusions took place 
against the backdrop of segregation and dis-
crimination. During his time overseeing the 
Red Cross’s blood plasma donation program, 
Dr. Drew was prohibited from donating his 
own blood because of the color of his skin. 
Despite these obstacles, Dr. Drew’s work im-
proved the practice of blood transfusions, 
which is now a lifeline for many individuals 
struggling today with rare diseases. The ex-
amples of Dr. Drew and countless other re-
searchers, physicians, nurses, activists, and 
patients underscore the importance of bringing 
additional awareness to rare diseases. 

Despite the many challenges, some 
progress has been made. More work needs to 
be done to bring attention to the needs of 
those who struggle with rare diseases. and to 
celebrate their courage. That’s why Rep. HUD-
SON and I are reintroducing this important res-
olution. Each year, many individuals with rare 
diseases and their loved ones celebrate Rare 
Disease Day to share their stories and edu-
cate communities of researchers, health pro-
fessionals, governments, and community orga-
nizations about how rare diseases affect them. 

More than 100 countries observe Rare Dis-
ease Day. Our resolution expresses support 
for the designation of the last day of this 
month as Rare Disease Day. Congress should 
recognize this work and improve our efforts to 
address the challenges facing the rare disease 
patient community. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join 
us in supporting Rare Disease Day’s designa-
tion on the last day of February to better 
champion people with rare diseases. I urge 
the House to support this resolution. 
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DOCUMENTED HISTORY OF THE 
INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED AT 
ROSEWOOD, FLORIDA 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 29, 2024 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, in 1993, the state 
of Florida commissioned Professors Maxine D. 
Jones, Larry E. Rivers, David R. Colburn, Wil-
liam R. Rogers, and Tom Dye to write and 
submit to the Florida Board of Regents a doc-
umented report of what occurred at the site of 
Rosewood in Levy County Florida during the 
first week of January, 1923. 

The findings of that report can be found at: 
http://edocs.dlis.state.fl.us/fldocs/regents/rose-
wood.pdf. 

CELEBRATING EL PASO ELECTRIC 

HON. TONY GONZALES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 29, 2024 

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate an important 
milestone in my district. Today, El Paso Elec-
tric is unveiling Newman Unit 6—a cutting 
edge, 228 megawatt natural gas combustion 
turbine generating power plant. This state-of- 
the-art facility will replace three older, less-effi-
cient units with a robust energy supply 
equipped to meet the growing needs of the El 
Paso region. 

Situated at the Newman Power Station in El 
Paso, TX, this project exemplifies El Paso 
Electric’s dedication to enhancing energy reli-
ability and minimizing wasteful practices. By 
utilizing modern natural gas technology, this 
project will optimize gas usage and reduce 
water consumption by an impressive 600 mil-
lion gallons annually. 

Additionally, alongside maintaining a robust 
natural gas power supply, this initiative makes 
significant investments in renewable energy. 
Such diversification is integral for fostering a 
resilient power grid fit for the demands of the 
21st century. 

Supporting a strong energy sector is a key 
priority of mine in this Chamber. I fundamen-
tally believe that energy security is national 
security and that safeguarding jobs, such as 
those generated by this project, is paramount. 
Witnessing the fruition of this development fills 
me with pride. 

I applaud El Paso Electric for their unwaver-
ing commitment to bolstering energy reliability 
and security in the El Paso region. Their tire-
less efforts ensure that our energy grid re-
mains strong and can keep our lights on 
around the clock. 
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HONORING COLONEL ELVERT L. 
GARDNER 

HON. CORI BUSH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 29, 2024 

Ms. BUSH. Mr. Speaker, I, along with the 
people of St. Louis, rise today to honor the ex-
ceptional career of Colonel Elvert L. Gardner. 
This March, Col. Gardner will retire with over 
30 years of active duty military service. 

Col. Gardner is a St. Louis native who grad-
uated from Cardinal Ritter College Prep High 
School in 1988. He was commissioned in May 
1993 through the Reserved Officer Training 
Corps at the distinguished Detachment 015, 
Tuskegee University, home of the Tuskegee 
Airmen. Upon receiving his commission as 
Second Lieutenant in 1993, Col. Gardner 
spent 26 years in the U.S. Air Force before 
transferring to the U.S. Space Force. In 2015, 
he was promoted to the rank of Colonel, fur-
ther signifying his excellent leadership and re-
solve. 

As the Director of Space Strategy, Policy, 
and Plans at U.S. Space Force headquarters 
and the Pentagon, Col. Gardner consistently 
dedicated himself to supporting national secu-
rity objectives. Other examples of his commit-
ment to supporting our Nation include his roles 
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