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The Export-Import Bank was estab-
lished by President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt by Executive order on February
2, 1934, ‘‘to aid in financing and to fa-
cilitate exports and imports and the
exchange of commodities between the
United States and other Nations.” Its
mission and work are equally as impor-
tant now as they were back then.

EXIM contributes to our Nation’s
economic growth by supporting hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs for Amer-
ica’s exporters and the workers that
make up the supply chains for our ex-
ports across the country.

Congress first authorized the EXIM
Bank as an independent Agency in 1945,
and we have continued to support the
Bank’s work under its charter ever
since. In 2019, Congress recognized the
critical role EXIM plays by passing a
historic, 7-year reauthorization with
bipartisan support. I contributed to
that reauthorization legislation as the
ranking member of the Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs, and now, as the
chair of that committee, we have con-
tinued to support the Bank’s work that
creates jobs in Ohio and around the Na-
tion.

Under the leadership of Chair Reta
Jo Lewis, the first Black woman to
lead EXIM, First Vice President Judith
Pryor, Board Member Spencer Bachus,
and Board Member Owen Herrnstadt,
the Export-Import Bank has expanded
financing for American exporters. Dur-
ing the last fiscal year, EXIM approved
$8.7 billion in transactions, $3.5 billion
more than the previous fiscal year.
These transactions supported more
than 40,000 jobs across our Nation, in-
cluding many in Ohio.

Small business authorizations in fis-
cal year 2023 totaled $2.0 billion with
1,339 transactions authorized for the di-
rect benefit of small business export-
ers.

EXIM also supports American work-
ers in strategic industries. In the 2019
EXIM reauthorization bill, I helped es-
tablish the China & Transformational
Exports Program, C-TEP. Congress di-
rected EXIM to use the C-TEP program
to prioritize financing for American ex-
ports in 10 critical areas, such as artifi-
cial intelligence, renewable energy and
energy storage, wireless communica-
tions, and semiconductors. EXIM fi-
nancing will help American manufac-
turers and exporters compete against
Chinese exports that receive enormous
financing from the Chinese Govern-
ment, and the C-TEP program will help
American companies unlock a new gen-
eration of jobs and economic growth.

EXIM supports secure and resilient
supply chains. EXIM launched its first
domestic financing initiative called
‘““Make More in America.’’” By providing
new financing for American companies
that manufacture goods for export and
new financing for their suppliers, we
can bring more jobs back to our shores
and strengthen our supply chains.

I have visited businesses in Ohio that
depend on the Export-Import Bank to
sell their products around the world,
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companies like NeoGraf Solutions in
Lakewood, which manufactures graph-
ite-based products used in cars, buses,
and batteries, and Crown Battery in
Fremont, which designs, manufactures,
and distributes batteries, chargers, and
accessories for various industries. Both
companies rely on EXIM to help them
compete in international markets. And
in Southwest Ohio, the birthplace of
aviation, GE Aerospace’s engines are
sold in jets around the world with the
help of EXIM financing.

For decades, Ohio lived with the con-
sequences of bad trade and tax policy
that encouraged corporations to send
production overseas in search of ever-
lower wages. The Export-Import Bank
is critical to bringing those supply
chains back home by supporting Ohio
manufacturers that want to expand
production and exports. EXIM’s job is
to grow American businesses in the
face of competition—often unfair com-
petition—from countries like China.

The Export Import Bank will cer-
tainly face challenges in the future.
EXIM must continue to manage risks
associated with providing financing to
projects worldwide, and both the Bank
and Congress will need to further ex-
amine EXIM’s role in monitoring and
assessing the impacts of financing to
balance the Bank’s mission of sup-
porting U.S. jobs through exports with
environmental, security, and other pol-
icy comnsiderations. EXIM can face
these challenges and expand its support
of American manufacturing.

I also want to note for all Senators
that, since 1992, EXIM has generated
more than $8 billion of revenue for the
U.S. Treasury.

I applaud the work being done by
EXIM’s dedicated workforce as they
continue to help U.S. companies and
U.S. workers not only compete, but
win across the global economy.

I congratulate the Agency on its 90th
anniversary and look forward to
EXIM’s future.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JERRY MARKS

e Mr. DAINES. Madam President,
today I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Gerald ‘“‘Jerry” W. Marks of
Missoula County for his service to his
community during his tenure as the
county’s longest serving employee.

Growing up on a farm near Town-
send, MT, Jerry went on to lead an ac-
complished life from his time in the
U.S. Army serving overseas in Viet-
nam, to receiving quality education
based in agriculture and public service
from Montana State University and
the University of Montana. His studies
served him well as he began his long
career as Missoula County’s Agri-
culture Extension Agent in 1969. To
provide some context, Jerry has been
serving his community longer than we
have had a man on the moon.

Jerry built programs and partner-
ships centered around agriculture, hor-
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ticulture, and community develop-
ment. During his tenure, Jerry in-
creased the enrollment and community
participation in 4-H by 30 percent,
helped establish the Extension For-
estry Program in 1983, and developed
the County Weed Control Program in
1985. Jerry’s most recent project, which
took decades to finish, was the comple-
tion of the Gerald W. Marks Explo-
ration Center and Rocky Mountain
Gardens located on the Missoula Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, which fittingly bears
his name.

Jerry and his wife of 51 years, Shar-
on, have two children and four grand-
children. Hailing from South Dakota,
Sharon also grew up on a farm and had
a career as an extension agent. The
Markses enjoy sewing arts, growing
plants, creative cooking, and sup-
porting Missoula’s arts community.
After 55 years of service to his commu-
nity, Jerry is set to retire March 1,
2024, and I have no doubt he will keep
busy with his many hobbies and friends
throughout Missoula County.

It is my distinct honor to recognize
Jerry Marks for his life of service to
the Missoula community. His favorite
quote epitomizes his life’s work. ‘Do
not fear the head winds, for they will
make your program stronger.”” Thanks
for your tireless work, Jerry, you make
Montana proud and are one of the rea-
sons it remains The Last Best Place.®

———

REMEMBERING CHARLES “LEFTY”’
DRIESELL

o Mr. KAINE. Madam President, it is
my honor to recognize the life of long-
time basketball coach Charles ‘‘Lefty”’
Driesell, who sadly passed away on
February 17, 2024, at the age of 92, in
Virginia Beach.

Driesell was born on Christmas Day,
1931, in Norfolk, VA. He started down
the coaching path early in life, earning
a varsity letter for the Granby High
School basketball team in fourth grade
for his service as a manager for the
team. Driesell later became a star
player for the team. While a senior in
high school, he led his team to the Vir-
ginia State championship and was
named tournament MVP.

After high school, Driesell accepted a
scholarship to Duke University, where
he played center and eventually grad-
uated with a degree in education. Soon
after college, he returned to Granby as
the junior varsity coach and then later
accepted a job as the varsity coach at
nearby Newport News High School,
where he won another State champion-
ship.

In 1960, Driesell joined the college
coaching ranks, accepting the head
coach position at Davidson University.
Over the course of nine seasons, he ac-
cumulated 176 wins and made three
NCAA tournaments.

Following Davidson, Driesell coached
17 years at the University of Maryland.
While there, he won 348 games, made
the NCAA tournament eight times,
won the Atlantic Coast Conference—
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