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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. TENNEY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 5, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CLAUDIA 
TENNEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 52ND ANNUAL 
THON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor 
and thank, and express my sincere 
gratitude for, an incredible group of 
students at Penn State University. 

This group of students has spent the 
last year dedicating countless hours to 
support a fantastic cause benefiting pe-
diatric cancer patients. 

THON is a yearlong fundraising ef-
fort that culminates in an annual 46- 
hour dance marathon to support, finan-
cially and emotionally, more than 4,500 
families with children who are battling 
cancer. 

On February 16, Penn State students, 
staff, families, friends, volunteers, and 
spectators filled the Bryce Jordan Cen-
ter for the 52nd annual THON to raise 
money for the Four Diamonds founda-
tion. 

THON was founded in 1973 by Penn 
State fraternities and sororities. What 
began as a small fundraiser, bringing in 
$2,000 in its inaugural year, flourished 
into a campus-wide effort with more 
than 16,000 student volunteers across 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

In 1977, THON partnered with the 
Four Diamonds foundation. Since then, 
not a single Four Diamonds family has 
received a medical bill, thanks to the 
tireless work and dedication of Penn 
State students. 

The Four Diamonds foundation was 
founded by Charles and Irma Millard in 
1972 after their son, Christopher, lost 
his battle with cancer at 11 years old. 

Before Christopher passed away, he 
wrote a story about a great knight who 
sought four diamonds of courage, wis-
dom, honesty, and strength to be saved 
from an evil sorceress. His parents re-
alized these four qualities were all nec-
essary to overcome cancer. They cre-
ated the Four Diamonds foundation in 
his memory. 

Over the past 50 years, THON has 
grown into the largest student-run phi-
lanthropy in the world. Students stood 
from 6 p.m. on Friday, February 16, 
until 4 p.m. on Sunday, February 18. It 
was an impressive feat to behold. 

What is even more incredible is the 
drive, fortitude, and flexibility these 
students showed in their commitment 
to this cause. 

This year, Penn State students raised 
a record-breaking $16,955,683.63. This 
surpasses THON’s 2023 record-breaking 

total by nearly $2 million. To date, stu-
dents have shattered records and raised 
more than $200 million. 

Of course, their dedication is to be 
applauded, but ask any Penn State stu-
dent, and they will agree: THON isn’t 
about them. It is about the children 
and families fighting cancer. 

THON is for the kids, and it is for 
families to focus on celebrating more 
birthdays, piano recitals, science fairs, 
graduations, and every other milestone 
a child should celebrate without fear. 
THON exists so one day, parents don’t 
have to hear the words: ‘‘Your child 
has cancer.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am proud of these 
students, but more importantly, I am 
proud of the children and families who 
have the courage to fight back against 
pediatric cancer. 

Once again, I congratulate everyone 
involved in this year’s THON. We Are. 

f 

SAVING SOCIAL SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
the Nation’s number one insurance pro-
gram, Social Security. 

It has been that way since Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt first introduced it. It 
continues to be the number one anti-
poverty program for the elderly and, 
frankly, Madam Speaker, the number 
one antipoverty program for children. 

Yet, Congress has been derelict in its 
duty. There has not been a vote to en-
hance Social Security since 1971. Rich-
ard Nixon was President of the United 
States. 

As we speak today, there are close to 
70 million Americans who rely on So-
cial Security. Of those 70 million, it is 
important to understand that 10,000 
baby boomers a day become eligible for 
Social Security. 
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More than 5 million of our fellow 

Americans have worked and paid into a 
system and get below poverty-level 
checks from their government, the 
wealthiest in the world, with the Na-
tion’s number one antipoverty program 
that this body has not acted on in more 
than 50 years. 

It is long overdue that we take the 
initiative and have a vote in the United 
States Congress that will help the 
American people. 

Social Security is bedrock. Whether 
you are a Democrat, Republican, or 
Independent, you understand this. 

Now, our colleagues on the other side 
have put forward something they call a 
study commission. We don’t need to 
study Social Security. We know what 
needs to be done. 

To have a study that goes behind 
closed doors and has an up-or-down 
vote that is unamendable, with no 
input from this body, is absurd, anti-
democratic, and anti-elderly and -chil-
dren from the standpoint of the havoc 
that it would wreak on this system. 

The idea that they are doing this to 
save Social Security is a fallacy. They 
are doing it so they can go behind 
closed doors and cut the very program 
that sustains so many Americans. For 
more than 40 percent of all Americans 
who are on Social Security, this is the 
only pension benefit that they will 
have. 

Madam Speaker, you know as well as 
I that it is not only a pension benefit. 
It is a disability benefit, as well as tak-
ing care of spouses and children. 

Imagine, for our viewers in the audi-
ence, Congress has not taken a vote in 
more than 50 years for the Nation’s 
number one antipoverty program. 

It is long overdue that we not study 
this but do what we are elected to do 
by the public and actually vote. 

If you have a better idea, put it out 
there, but we believe this, as well. I 
commend President Biden for saying, 
look, the way that we are going to pay 
for this is to lift the cap, or what is 
called Scrap the Cap, on people making 
over $400,000. 

This past month marked when mil-
lionaires have already stopped paying 
into the Social Security program. Bill 
Gates stopped paying back in January. 

That is wrong. It is not right. To lift 
that cap will allow us not only to ex-
tend the solvency of Social Security 
but increase benefits across the board 
for its members, to make sure that 
WEP and GPO, which have hurt teach-
ers and municipal employees over the 
years, is finally scrapped; to have in 
there a tax cut for more than 23 mil-
lion Americans who continue to pay 
taxes on their Social Security; and to 
make sure that everyone’s benefits are 
enhanced. 

Where does that money go, Madam 
Speaker? The money from Social Secu-
rity goes right back into every single 
Congressional district, and it allows 
those individuals in that district to 
sustain themselves. Nobody’s going out 
and buying stock options with Social 
Security 2100. 

HONORING SECRETARY BILL 
NORTHEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, today, I am proud to recog-
nize the passing of Secretary of Agri-
culture Bill Northey. 

Secretary Northey’s tenure as Iowa’s 
Secretary of Agriculture left a remark-
able legacy and included countless con-
tributions to Iowa’s agricultural herit-
age and Iowa’s agricultural landscape. 

Under his leadership, Iowa saw sig-
nificant advancements in conservation 
practices, soil health initiatives, and 
water quality improvement efforts. 

Beyond his policy achievements, Sec-
retary Northey was known for his gen-
uine kindness, approachability, and 
dedication to serving the people of 
Iowa. 

Secretary Northey’s legacy will in-
spire future generations to continue to 
his work and uphold his vision for a vi-
brant and prosperous Iowa. 

Bill’s love for Iowa and Iowa agri-
culture was known to all, and his dedi-
cation to our farmers and the environ-
ment will be sorely missed. 

RECOGNIZING 51ST RAGBRAI 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 

Speaker, today, I am thrilled to share 
exciting details about the upcoming 
2024 Register’s Annual Great Bicycle 
Ride Across Iowa, also known as 
RAGBRAI. 

Earlier this year, it was announced 
that the route of the 51st edition of 
this renowned bicycle ride will cross 
southern Iowa towns for the first time 
in 5 years. The route will extend 424 
miles from Glenwood to Burlington, 
Iowa. At the end of the ride, cyclists 
can take on the challenge and power 
their way up Snake Alley. 

The ride will take place this summer 
from July 21 to July 27, and I look for-
ward to cheering on everyone who will 
participate in this upcoming adven-
ture. 

CONGRATULATING ANDREW MARTINO 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 

Speaker, I wish my nephew, Andrew 
Martino, a blessed confirmation. 

Congratulations, Andrew, on this 
milestone. 

RECOGNIZING CAITLIN CLARK 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 

Speaker, I have introduced this resolu-
tion with the entire Iowa delegation. 
This resolution congratulates Iowa na-
tive Caitlin Clark on becoming the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion’s Division 1 basketball leading 
scorer. 

Whereas, on March 3, 2024, during a 
baseball game between the University 
of Iowa Hawkeyes and the Ohio State 
University Buckeyes, Caitlin Clark, re-
ferred to in this preamble as Clark, be-
came the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association, referred to in this pre-
amble as NCAA, Division 1 basketball 
all-time leading scorer; 

Whereas, because of Clark and the 
University of Iowa Hawkeyes women’s 
basketball team, referred to in this 
preamble as the Hawkeyes, women’s 
sports are being covered and talked 
about at the national level in the 
United States with the same fervor as 
men’s sports; 

Whereas, the Hawkeyes have sold out 
games at home at the Carver-Hawkeye 
Arena and on the road in arenas across 
the United States; 

Whereas, every sold-out game is full 
of young girls watching Clark and the 
Hawkeyes demonstrate the excitement, 
competition, and fun that is possible 
because of women’s sports; 

Whereas, women’s sports serve as an 
important way for young girls to de-
velop discipline, teamwork, confidence, 
and leadership skills, and the achieve-
ments of female athletes should be 
celebrated; 

Whereas, Clark serves as a role 
model, demonstrating that dreams are 
achievable with hard work and dedica-
tion; 

Whereas, Iowans are proud of Clark 
and thankful for the opportunity to 
watch Clark, one of the greatest ath-
letes to ever play basketball, compete 
for the Hawkeyes: 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that 
the House of Representatives congratu-
lates Caitlin Clark on becoming the 
National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion Division 1 basketball all-time 
leading scorer and respectfully re-
quests that the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives transmit an enrolled 
copy of this resolution to Caitlin 
Clark; the athletic director of the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Beth Goetz; and the 
head coach of the University of Iowa 
Hawkeyes women’s basketball team, 
Lisa Bluder. 

Go Hawks. 
f 

b 1215 

HONORING MARIE RIDDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BEYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
this afternoon to honor the lifetime 
contributions of Marie Ridder to Vir-
ginia and to our Nation. 

Marie, a distinguished journalist and 
one of the most passionate conserva-
tionists I have ever known, celebrated 
her 99th birthday just a few weeks ago. 
I believe her children have finally got-
ten her to agree to stop driving herself 
to every one of her many engagements. 

Marie Ridder began her career as a 
journalist by covering the reconstruc-
tion of post-World War II Europe for 
the Philadelphia Bulletin. Over the 
years, she wrote for The Washington 
Post, The Boston Globe, and for Knight 
Ridder publications. 

Not just a writer, Marie edited 
Vogue, Glamour, Mademoiselle, and 
also Conde Nast magazines. 

I became close with Marie when she 
hosted my first political event more 
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than 36 years ago. When everyone else 
was skeptical, including my own fam-
ily, she believed in me. 

Marie is passionate about saving our 
landscapes and our environment. She 
has been the champion of the Piedmont 
Environmental Council for decades. 
She has served on the boards of the 
League of Conservation Voters and the 
Trust for Public Land. 

She is also a master gardener. While 
working in her garden high above the 
Potomac River, she was bitten by a 
copperhead a few years ago and rushed 
to Sibley Memorial Hospital for the 
antivenom. When she was struck again 
by a copperhead a few years later, the 
emergency room doctor noted that he 
had only treated two snake bites in his 
life; both were Marie. It will come as 
no surprise that he was, yet again, the 
attending physician on her third snake 
bite. I do my best to avoid her garden. 

Marie’s public service history is both 
remarkable and intriguing. She was 
the deputy to the national director of 
Head Start where she also served as the 
direct liaison to First Lady Lady Bird 
Johnson for 4 years. 

Later, she led the Sasha Bruce 
House, a compassionate home for lost 
children in our Capital City, the 
abused, abandoned, neglected, and run-
aways. 

Marie has won many awards in her 
fight for democracy, and in 2019, I was 
privileged to award her the Clara 
Mortenson Beyer Women and Children 
First Award for outstanding accom-
plishments and contributions to em-
powering women. 

On a recent visit to her McLean 
home, we were regaled with the most 
recent bow and arrow and deer story in 
her garden—that same cursed garden. 
It was in season, of course. 

Megan and I are most fortunate to 
count Marie Ridder as our beloved 
friend. Our America is the long bene-
ficiary of her creativity, her energy, 
and her tireless commitment to others. 

When you earn her trust, Marie will 
even tell you about her date with John 
F. Kennedy. 

f 

ARE YOU BETTER OFF TODAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, in the 
final week of the 1980 Presidential cam-
paign, former President Ronald Reagan 
posed an important question to voters: 
‘‘Are you better off today than you 
were 4 years ago?’’ We don’t have to 
wait until November to answer that 
same question today. The answer lies 
right outside this building. 

If you are not sure whether you are 
better off than you were 4 years ago, 
consider that last year, Washington, 
D.C., saw 274 homicides. That is the 
highest number in almost 30 years. 

Homicides are up 23 percent from 2019 
in Chicago. In New York City, homi-
cides are up 23 percent from 2019. Fel-
ony assault is up 35 percent. Car thefts 

have almost tripled. A record 5,363 
NYPD officers were injured on the job 
last year. In major cities across this 
country, organized retail theft has 
claimed more than $112 billion in prop-
erty, up from just $94 billion in 2021. 

There are two reasons for this, 
Madam Speaker: bad policy and bad 
messaging. 

House Republicans are committed to 
restoring law and order and opposing 
all efforts to defund the police and 
cracking down on rogue prosecutors 
who refuse to hold criminals account-
able. 

We passed into law a bill to stop the 
D.C. Council’s dangerous plan to 
change the criminal code. It would 
have ended mandatory minimums for 
many offenses and reduced maximum 
penalties for burglary, carjacking, and 
robbery. 

According to a recent article from 
The Washington Post, the D.C. Council 
is finally starting to reverse its posi-
tion on these radical, progressive 
criminal reforms that it has been con-
sidering. It turns out that advocating 
for criminals isn’t the best approach to 
stopping crime. 

D.C. lawmakers are also starting to 
see the damage caused by catch and re-
lease. If things keep moving in this di-
rection, we might even begin to see 
those accused of violent personal 
crimes remain behind bars while they 
await trial. 

Last year, this city also experienced 
the worst officer shortage it has seen 
in 50 years. This is a direct result of 
the defund the police movement. It was 
more than a ridiculous slogan. It was a 
dangerous slogan that, unfortunately, 
garnered some traction around the 
country. It has become a cynical ral-
lying cry, and I believe it is the reason 
law enforcement agencies across the 
country are having difficulty filling 
open positions. 

Another reason is, frankly, it is a 
more dangerous job today than it was a 
few short years ago. Last year, 378 offi-
cers were shot. Madam Speaker, 46 of 
them lost their lives. That is up 20 per-
cent from 2020. 

So, no, we are not better off than we 
were 4 years ago, Madam Speaker. In 
fact, those who live and visit our Na-
tion’s Capital are not better off than 
they were just 2 years ago. 

House Republicans are proud to stand 
with the men and women who keep our 
communities safe. We are also com-
mitted to taking on the extreme poli-
cies of the Biden administration, in-
cluding bail reform and our wide-open 
southern border. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 2 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 21 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ZINKE) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 

Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Guard both our hearts and our 
mouths today, O God. Let no thought 
enter our hearts that may hinder our 
closeness with You, nor let any word 
come from our mouths that is not 
meant for Your hearing. But set a 
guard over our mouths; keep watch 
over the door of our lips. 

Do not let any unwholesome talk 
leave our mouths, but only that which 
is helpful to the value of the institu-
tion and the benefit of the people we 
have been called to serve. 

Show us how to speak in such a way 
that edifies the conversation. Despite 
our differences, may we vow to benefit 
those with whom we dialogue. 

Inspire us to energize and not jeop-
ardize discussion, to invigorate and not 
denigrate our interlocutors. May we 
cultivate dignity and demonstrate re-
spect for all with whom we engage this 
day. 

Encourage us to build one another 
up, according to their needs, that we 
may succeed in strengthening the body 
and repairing the divisions that weak-
en our purpose to do good works in our 
service to You and to this country. 

O God, our guardian, guide, and stay, 
abide with us this day, and grant us the 
blessing of Your divine guidance. 

In Your sovereign name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:47 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05MR7.005 H05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH786 March 5, 2024 
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT DAVID 
LAUGHLIN 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Robert David Laughlin of Boalsburg in 
Centre County, Pennsylvania. 

A lifelong central Pennsylvanian, 
Robert was born on March 9, 1924, in 
Altoona, and will be celebrating his 
100th birthday this coming Saturday. 

At 18, he enlisted in the United 
States Navy and was selected for offi-
cer training. He received his commis-
sion at the U.S. Naval Academy under 
an accelerated program for wartime 
midshipmen. At that time, he was one 
of the youngest commissioned officers 
in the fleet. 

He served during World War II in the 
Pacific region as radar officer aboard 
the USS Pittsburgh and later aboard the 
USS Pasadena. 

A Penn State graduate, Robert spent 
his career as a physicist studying 
electro-optical research for early air-
borne reconnaissance platforms and 
holds several U.S. patents. He later 
served as science adviser to the Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania under three ad-
ministrations. 

Most notably, he helped coordinate 
the initial State government response 
to the Three Mile Island accident in 
1979. 

Today, Robert is actively working on 
computer repairs, studying quantum 
physics, and spending time with his 8 
grandkids and 10 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Robert a happy 
birthday. 

f 

WORLD STAGE WEAKNESS 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, before Presi-
dent Biden took office, there was no 
war in Ukraine, Israel had not suffered 
a brutal attack from Iran-backed 
Hamas terrorists, and America was re-
spected on the world stage. 

Now, 3 years into the Biden adminis-
tration, a message has been sent far 
and wide to our enemies and adver-
saries around the world: America’s 
leadership is weak. Whether it was the 
botched Afghanistan withdrawal, the 
appeasement of Iran, or the delay and 
downright refusal to stand up to Mos-
cow, the world has been plunged into 
chaos. 

Now, we must deal with the con-
sequences. Military servicemembers’ 

lives are at risk, Mr. Speaker. Our en-
emies are emboldened more than ever. 
That is why House Republicans are 
pursuing policies that counter China, 
promote peace through strength, and 
support our troops and allies to deter 
increasing global threats. 

We are committed to the security of 
the United States of America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1500 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 3 p.m. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M. 
Stringer, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

SECURING THE CITIES 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 4403) to amend the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to make 
improvements to the Securing the Cit-
ies program, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4403 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing the 
Cities Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STC PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY, METRICS, 

AND CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT. 
Section 1928 of the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 596b) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘high-risk 

urban areas’’ and inserting ‘‘jurisdictions 
designated under subsection (c)’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (7) of subsection 
(b) to read as follows: 

‘‘(7) establish performance metrics and 
milestones for the STC program, monitor ex-
penditures for the program, and track the 
performance against program metrics and 
milestones; and’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘from 
among high-risk urban areas under section 
2003’’ and inserting ‘‘based on the capability 
and capacity of the jurisdiction relating to 
preparedness and response, as well as the rel-
ative threat to such jurisdiction, vulner-
ability of such jurisdiction, and con-
sequences for such jurisdiction, regarding 
terrorist attacks and other high-consequence 
events utilizing nuclear or other radiological 
materials’’; and 

(4) by amending subsection (d) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than two years 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report regarding par-
ticipation in the STC program, the establish-
ment of metrics and milestones for the STC 
program, performance against such metrics 
and milestones, and plans for any changes to 
the STC program.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 4403. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4403. Since 2007, DHS has operated the 
Securing the Cities program to help 
cities prepare for and respond to nu-
clear or radiological threats. 

H.R. 4403, the Securing the Cities Im-
provement Act will remove the re-
quirement for a jurisdiction to be des-
ignated as a high-risk urban area by 
FEMA, diminishing the uncertainty for 
cities to be removed from the STC pro-
gram. 

Additionally, this legislation will 
provide transparency by requiring the 
department to establish performance 
metrics and milestones for the STC 
program to track its performance and 
monitor its expenditures. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
CARTER for his work on this. I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4430, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we 
are here today to consider my bill, H.R. 
4403, the Securing the Cities Improve-
ment Act. 

My bill will help cities build and 
maintain their security capabilities 
against nuclear or radiological threats. 

While I will emphasize the critical 
nature of my bill, its effectiveness 
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hinges upon the reauthorization of the 
DHS Office of Countering Weapons of 
Mass Destruction, CWMD. 

Without CWMD, the Securing the 
Cities program will cease to operate. 
Securing the Cities, also called STC, 
was launched by the Department of 
Homeland Security in fiscal year 2007 
as a pilot program to support New 
York City, Jersey City, and Newark, 
New Jersey, in detecting and pre-
venting nuclear or radiological threats. 

Today, the STC program provides 14 
local governments, including my home-
town of New Orleans, with detection 
equipment, training, exercise support, 
operational and technical support, sub-
ject matter expertise, and pro-
grammatic support. 

STC’s work in New Orleans has sup-
ported important events such as Mardi 
Gras, which is a very special and joy-
ous time in my hometown. As you 
know, we will have the Super Bowl 
next year. This will have a critical im-
pact on its safety and delivering joy to 
the people of our country and our 
world. 

However, STC is limited to high-risk 
urban areas designated by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency under 
the Urban Area Security Initiative, or 
UASI, program. 

Linking STC and UASI together can 
create uncertainty for local govern-
ments participating in the program, as 
the composition of jurisdictions in the 
UASI program can fluctuate from one 
year to the next. 

To ensure stability within the STC 
program and maintain partnerships 
with at-risk cities, I introduced the Se-
curing the Cities Improvement Act. My 
legislation would allow CWMD to de-
termine which cities to partner with 
for the STC program based on the ju-
risdiction’s capability and capacity to 
prepare for and respond to threats of 
vulnerabilities against terrorist at-
tacks and other high-consequence 
events utilizing nuclear or other radio-
logical materials. 

It would also establish performance 
metrics and milestones for the STC 
program and monitor expenditures for 
the program. 

Furthermore, the legislation requires 
DHS to provide a report to Congress re-
garding participation in the STC pro-
gram, the establishment of metrics and 
milestones for the program, and any 
proposed modifications for this pro-
gram. 

The bill is a commonsense measure, 
one that will ensure that our cities are 
protected from nuclear or radiological 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
4403, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4403 is important 
for sustaining local jurisdictions’ capa-

bilities to counter chemical, biological, 
radiological, and nuclear threats. 

Without the support of programs like 
STC, addressing and mitigating threats 
could become more difficult or cease to 
exist altogether, which would jeop-
ardize the safety and well-being of 
every individual residing in our coun-
try. 

Passage of this legislation is vital to 
maintaining our preparedness and en-
suring the security of the Nation 
against the evolving challenges posed 
by terrorist attacks and other high- 
consequence events that utilize nuclear 
or radiological materials. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support H.R. 4403, and I 
thank Chairman GREEN for his support 
in this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I, again, urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4403. I thank 
Mr. CARTER, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana, for his excellent work on this, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4403. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

IMPROVING TRAVEL FOR 
FAMILIES ACT 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 5969) to direct the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to re-
vise certain regulations to permit cer-
tain children to accompany their par-
ents or legal guardians through Global 
Entry airport lanes, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5969 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving 
Travel for Families Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF GLOBAL ENTRY TO CER-

TAIN CHILDREN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 

Security shall revise section 235.12 of title 8, 
Code of Federal Regulations, to permit a child 
who is 10 years old or younger who is not a 
member of Global Entry in accordance with 
such section and who is traveling with such 
child’s parent or legal guardian who is a mem-
ber of Global Entry in accordance with such 
section to accompany such parent or legal 
guardian through a Global Entry lane upon ar-
rival at an international airport in the United 
States. 

(b) APPOINTMENTS.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall take such actions as may be 

necessary to permit a parent or legal guardian 
of up to four children described in subsection (a) 
who is applying for membership in Global Entry 
on behalf of such children to schedule a single 
appointment for an interview relating to such 
membership for all such children. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 5969. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5969, the Global Entry program, which 
is managed by U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection, grants expedited clear-
ance for preapproved, low-risk trav-
elers. 

Millions of users are enrolled in the 
Global Entry program and Global 
Entry kiosks are deployed at many 
major airports throughout the United 
States. However, issues can arise when 
families are traveling with minor chil-
dren who are not enrolled in the Global 
Entry program. Because Global Entry 
benefits are member specific, young 
children who are not enrolled in the 
program are not currently allowed to 
join their parents in the Global Entry 
line. 

H.R. 5969 would rectify this by allow-
ing children ages 10 and younger to 
join their Global Entry-enrolled par-
ents or guardian through the Global 
Entry lane. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman 
LUTTRELL for his work on this very im-
portant bill. I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 5969, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5969 aims to make 
Global Entry more family friendly by 
allowing children ages 10 or under to 
accompany their parents or legal 
guardians through Global Entry lanes 
when clearing customs in the United 
States. 

We would like to see all families with 
young children stay together through-
out the customs process, and this bill 
would make travel more family friend-
ly without compromising security. 

This bill also makes it possible for 
parents to schedule interviews for 
Global Entry for their kids as groups 
as opposed to the current format which 
schedules appointments separately—a 
logistical nightmare for parents. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. LUTTRELL), the spon-
sor of the bill. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to advocate for the passage of 
our bill, H.R. 5969, the Improving Trav-
el for Families Act. 

Global Entry has been a critical asset 
in expediting clearance for 
preapproved, low-risk travelers upon 
arrival in the United States. Reduced 
wait times and access to expedited 
entry into the United States are all the 
benefits of Global Entry membership. 

Global Entry began as a small pilot 
program in 2008 with availability in 
just three airports. Today, the Global 
Entry program offers expedited 
preapproved travel clearance for mil-
lions of travelers and is available in 
over 60 U.S. airports. 

Our bill would improve international 
travel for families by allowing children 
ages 10 and younger who are not cur-
rently enrolled in the Global Entry 
program to accompany their parents 
and guardians who are in the program 
in the designated precleared lanes upon 
arrival at international airports in the 
United States. 

Additionally, the bill would stream-
line the Global Entry application proc-
ess by permitting parents or guardians 
to schedule a single application ap-
pointment for up to four young chil-
dren at a time, rather than having to 
book multiple individual appoint-
ments, thereby reducing the interview 
appointment backlog. 

These small, but meaningful, ad-
vancements will be a marked improve-
ment on the Global Entry program. 
Under current law, only preapproved 
Global Entry travelers, regardless of 
age, are permitted to utilize dedicated 
lanes and kiosks. This creates a major 
inconvenience for Global Entry-en-
rolled parents who are traveling with 
young children who are not currently 
enrolled. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
GREEN, Congressman GLENN IVEY, and 
the members and staff of the Homeland 
Security Committee for working with 
me and my staff on this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this sensible legislative 
measure that will afford law-abiding 
Americans the opportunity to travel 
with their children. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. IVEY). 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 5969, the Improving Travel for 
Families Act. I am proud to cosponsor 
this bipartisan legislation with my 
friend and Homeland Security Com-
mittee colleague from Texas, Rep-
resentative MORGAN LUTTRELL. 

This bill aims to make the CBP Glob-
al Entry program more friendly for 
family travel at our international air-
ports by allowing children ages 10 or 

under to accompany their parent or 
guardian through Global Entry when 
clearing customs in the United States. 

The bill also makes it possible for 
parents to schedule interviews for 
Global Entry for their kids as a group. 
It will do all of this without risking 
the security of children, as Global 
Entry approval requires multiple steps, 
including a background check. 

As a father of six, I know how dif-
ficult the logistics can be for families 
traveling with young children. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense, bipartisan 
legislation that will make travel more 
friendly for families without compro-
mising security. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no more speakers. I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1515 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. LUTTRELL) for 
introducing this bill, and I commend 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
IVEY) for cosponsoring this bill aimed 
at improving the travel experience for 
families. I believe this bill will help 
families traveling with young children 
eliminate some of the difficulties that 
they may experience along the way. 

I am happy to support this bill, and I 
urge all Members of the House to do 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time to close. 

I again urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 5969. I, of course, thank again Mr. 
LUTTRELL for his excellent work on the 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5969, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ERADICATING NARCOTIC DRUGS 
AND FORMULATING EFFECTIVE 
NEW TOOLS TO ADDRESS NA-
TIONAL YEARLY LOSSES OF 
LIFE ACT 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (S. 206) to require the 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection to regularly review 
and update policies and manuals re-
lated to inspections at ports of entry. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
S. 206 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eradicating 
Narcotic Drugs and Formulating Effective 
New Tools to Address National Yearly 
Losses of life Act’’ or the ‘‘END FENTANYL 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ENSURING TIMELY UPDATES TO U.S. CUS-

TOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
FIELD MANUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 
triennially, the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall review and 
update, as necessary, the current policies 
and manuals of the Office of Field Oper-
ations related to inspections at ports of 
entry to ensure the uniform implementation 
of inspection practices that will effectively 
respond to technological and methodological 
changes designed to disguise illegal activity, 
such as the smuggling of drugs and humans, 
along the border. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Shortly 
after each update required under subsection 
(a), the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives that summarizes 
the policy and manual changes implemented 
by such update. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on S. 206. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
206. In 2019, the Government Account-
ability Office issued a report which de-
termined that U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection did not regularly update 
their inspection policies at ports of 
entry. In some cases, policies had not 
been updated in 20 years and did not 
accurately reflect current operating 
conditions, presently deployed tech-
nology, or adequately address how to 
handle things like fentanyl. 

S. 206 would require CBP to review 
and update policies and manuals at 
least once every 3 years and also pro-
vide reports to Congress on changes 
made by those updates. This should en-
sure that CBP is employing the latest 
and most efficient methods to stop ille-
gal activity at the ports of entry and 
prevent it from entering the United 
States. 

I thank Senator SCOTT and Congress-
man GUEST for their important work 
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on this bill. I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 206, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

This bill is a commonsense step to 
address the fentanyl crisis and save 
American lives. By requiring U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection to incor-
porate and continually update uniform 
policies and standards for their oper-
ations at ports of entry, we can be sure 
our officers continually adapt and im-
plement their inspection practices to 
the changing dynamics of illicit activi-
ties along U.S. borders. 

It is important that we continue sup-
porting necessary improvements for 
our ports of entry, where approxi-
mately 90 percent of CBP’s fentanyl 
seizures occur. 

This bill complements the unprece-
dented progress that the Department of 
Homeland Security has made in recent 
years to stop fentanyl from entering 
our communities. DHS has launched 
new cross-government efforts to target 
smugglers and put more personnel, 
technology, infrastructure, and re-
sources at our border. As a result, DHS 
has seized more fentanyl and arrested 
more criminals for fentanyl-related 
crimes in the last 2 years than over the 
last previous 5 years combined. 

DHS has taken serious action to 
thwart human trafficking and human 
smuggling through ports of entry. The 
END FENTANYL Act builds on these 
efforts, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Mississippi (Mr. GUEST), the lead-
er of the House companion bill to S. 206 
and the vice chair of the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of S. 206, the END 
FENTANYL Act. I am a proud sponsor 
of the House companion bill. I thank 
my friend, Senator RICK SCOTT, for 
leading this bipartisan effort in the 
United States Senate. I also thank 
Congressman DAVID TRONE for co-lead-
ing this legislation in the House. 

This bill would require the United 
States Customs and Border Protection, 
CBP, to regularly review and update 
their inspection practices at ports of 
entry. It would also require them to re-
spond to any new or innovative smug-
gling methods. This bill would require 
CBP to brief Congress on new inspec-
tion practices. The goal of this bill is 
to ensure that CBP is employing the 
most up-to-date methods to interdict 
and prevent illegal activities, such as 
the smuggling of deadly narcotics like 
fentanyl into our country. 

As Chairman GREEN said, this bill 
was introduced in direct response to a 
2019 Government Accountability Office 
report, which found that CBP’s inspec-
tion techniques were not uniform 
across different ports of entry and in 

some cases found that they were en-
tirely outdated. The GAO report deter-
mined: ‘‘Because CBP has not updated 
many of its policies—in a few cases for 
almost 20 years—they do not always re-
flect changes in technology or proc-
esses, such as those for conducting 
searches and handling fentanyl.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the END FENTANYL 
Act will be a valuable tool in our fight 
against the deadly scourge of fentanyl, 
which has devastated families and 
communities across our country. From 
May of 2022 to May of 2023, the U.S. suf-
fered over 112,000 overdose deaths, with 
many of those deaths being attributed 
directly or indirectly to the use of 
fentanyl. Fentanyl poisoning is now 
the leading cause of death for Ameri-
cans between the ages of 18 and 45. 

As cartels continue to develop new 
methods to traffic these deadly drugs 
in the United States, this bill will en-
sure that CBP responds to any new 
smuggling techniques in a uniform 
manner, with the most up-to-date and 
effective practices. 

In closing, this bill will save lives 
and is a first step to securing our bor-
der from those smuggling drugs into 
our communities. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting S. 206. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time to close. 

I thank the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. GUEST) for introducing the 
END FENTANYL Act. It is a key step 
forward to ensure that we are better 
prepared to stop fentanyl smuggling. 
By regularly improving our strategies 
at our ports of entry, we can ensure 
that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity is keeping our communities 
safe. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this incredible measure, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time to close. 

I again urge my colleagues to support 
S. 206. I thank Mr. GUEST for his work 
in assisting Senator SCOTT, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 206. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

DHS BORDER SERVICES 
CONTRACTS REVIEW ACT 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 4467) to direct the 
Under Secretary for Management of 
the Department of Homeland Security 
to assess contracts for covered services 
performed by contractor personnel 
along the United States land border 
with Mexico, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4467 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Border 
Services Contracts Review Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ASSESSMENT OF CONTRACTS FOR COV-

ERED SERVICES BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. 

(a) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under 
Secretary for Management of the Department of 
Homeland Security, in consultation with appro-
priate officials of the Department, shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees a 
report regarding active contracts for covered 
services of the Department awarded on or be-
fore— 

(A) September 30, 2023, or 
(B) the date of the enactment of this Act, 

whichever occurs later. 
(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required under 

paragraph (1) shall include the following: 
(A) The criteria used by the Department of 

Homeland Security to determine whether con-
tractor personnel were necessary to assist the 
Department in carrying out its mission along 
the United States land border with Mexico. 

(B) An analysis of the purpose, quantity, and 
location of contractor personnel to perform cov-
ered services of the Department with respect to 
effectively— 

(i) addressing mission needs along such bor-
der; and 

(ii) enhancing the capability of Department 
personnel to perform primary mission respon-
sibilities, including the number of Department 
personnel not removed from their primary mis-
sion responsibilities by reason of the perform-
ance of covered services by contractor personnel. 

(C) An assessment with respect to the benefits 
of contractor personnel performing covered serv-
ices, including whether the performance of such 
services by contractor personnel is more efficient 
or effective than the performance of such serv-
ices by Department employees. 

(D) An assessment of opportunities to increase 
the efficiency of the Department with respect to 
contracting, including whether Department- 
wide contract vehicles for covered services 
would be the most cost effective option for the 
performance of covered services. 

(E) A strategy to improve the procurement and 
delivery of covered services through contracts 
during the five-year period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act to— 

(i) achieve the best value for the Department 
through the use of full and open competition; 
and 

(ii) ensure no lapse in the performance of such 
services. 

(F) Recommendations based on findings re-
sulting from the analysis and assessments re-
quired in subparagraphs (B) through (D). 

(G) Any other information relating to con-
tracts for covered services that the Under Sec-
retary for Management determines appropriate. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary for 

Management shall submit with the report re-
quired under subsection (a) a plan to implement 
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the recommendations and strategy contained in 
such report to enhance coordination, minimize 
overlap, and increase cost effectiveness among 
contracts for covered services. 

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date on which the Under Secretary for Man-
agement submits the report required under sub-
section (a) and the plan required under para-
graph (1) and every 180 days thereafter until 
such plan is fully implemented, the Under Sec-
retary, or the designee of the Under Secretary, 
shall provide to the appropriate congressional 
committees a briefing with respect to the status 
of such implementation. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON FUNDING.—No funds are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this 
section. This section shall be carried out using 
amounts otherwise authorized to be made avail-
able for such purposes. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 

(2) CONTRACT FOR COVERED SERVICES.—The 
term ‘‘contract for covered services’’ means a 
contract (with a total contract value of 
$50,000,000 or more in 2023 constant dollars, in-
clusive of contract options) relating to the pro-
curement of covered services for the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

(3) COVERED SERVICES.—The term ‘‘covered 
services’’ means, with respect to the United 
States land border with Mexico, any service, in-
cluding related to border security, provided by a 
contractor to be used by the Department. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 4467. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4467. As we are all aware, the volume of 
migrant encounters along the U.S.- 
Mexico border has increased exponen-
tially in the past few years. As such, it 
has been necessary for the Department 
of Homeland Security to secure goods 
and services from contractors to care 
for migrants taken into custody by 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
These contracts have enabled our dedi-
cated Border Patrol agents and CBP of-
ficers to remain focused on their pri-
mary mission of securing our borders. 
Unfortunately, in the past, DHS has 
had issues with respect to awarding 
such contracts. 

H.R. 4467, the DHS Border Services 
Contracts Review Act, directs DHS to 
assess active contracts for covered 
services performed by contractor per-
sonnel along the U.S. land border with 

Mexico and submit to Congress a re-
port with recommendations and strate-
gies to improve the procurement and 
delivery of services through such con-
tracts. 

I thank Congressman BRECHEEN for 
his work on this bill, and I urge my 
colleagues to join me in support of H.R. 
4467, a very important piece of legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

DHS spends billions of dollars on 
service contracts to support its various 
missions, including its mission to se-
cure the southwest border. These con-
tracts provide a wide range of services 
such as transportation, medical care, 
and facilities to house migrants. 

Given both the cost and the impor-
tance of these contracts to DHS’ south-
west border mission, H.R. 4467, intro-
duced by Mr. BRECHEEN, seeks to im-
prove DHS’ procurement of contractor 
services used along the southwest bor-
der. 

The bill requires DHS to identify 
service contracts valued at more than 
$50 million used along the southwest 
border and to assess whether those con-
tracts are necessary to assist DHS in 
carrying out its mission. 

The bill also calls upon DHS to iden-
tify areas to improve efficiency and 
cost-effectiveness in its use of service 
contracts along the southwest border 
and to develop a strategy and imple-
mentation plan to carry out such im-
provements. 

Finally, the bill also requires DHS to 
share its assessments, strategy, and 
plans with Congress both through a re-
port and in standing briefings. 

H.R. 4467 had bipartisan support both 
in this Congress and last, passing 
through the committee by voice vote. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important measure, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from Oklahoma (Mr. BRECHEEN), the 
sponsor of this bill. 

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the DHS Border Services 
Contracts Review Act, H.R. 4467. 

It goes without saying that the Bor-
der Patrol is overwhelmed when han-
dling hundreds of thousands of illegal 
aliens coming across our southern bor-
der, and our national debt is increasing 
by nearly $1 trillion every 100 days. 
Congress must provide the oversight 
necessary and do everything in its 
power to simultaneously assist Border 
Patrol and also cut back on inefficient 
spending. 

Federal contractors have a role with-
in DHS when the Federal Government 
cannot meet the requirements nec-
essary to carry out its mission. In the 
last decade, DHS has increasingly re-
lied on service contracts to carry out 
these operations. According to the 
Government Accountability Office, 

DHS’ contracted services have in-
creased by 40 percent between fiscal 
years 2013 and 2018, obligating nearly 
$70 billion in contracts over that 5-year 
window. 

In May of 2020, the GAO conducted a 
study on DHS service contracts that 
the Department uses for assistance. 
They examined eight DHS contracts 
and found that three-quarters of those 
contractors were never given any guid-
ance by DHS on actions that are inher-
ently under the jurisdiction of the Fed-
eral Government. GAO also reported 
that DHS has no consistent plan for 
contract oversight necessary to pre-
vent overlapping work with contrac-
tors. This lack of guidance and poten-
tial overlap in functions highlights a 
glaring need for this report, especially 
considering the financial dilemma that 
we find ourselves in today. 

To combat this potential problem, 
H.R. 4467 directs the Department of 
Homeland Security Under Secretary 
for Management to assess contracts 
above $50 million for covered services 
performed by contractor personnel 
along the U.S. border with Mexico to 
minimize overlap and cut inefficien-
cies. 

This legislation requires the USM to 
report to Congress on active contracts, 
recommendations on how they can bet-
ter be used to increase efficiency, and 
the criteria used to determine when 
contractor personnel is necessary for 
DHS to carry out its mission. 

If enacted, this bill would provide 
needed clarity and oversight on which 
service contracts are helping DHS at 
the border and where there is room for 
improved efficiencies. 

To ensure that taxpayer dollars are 
used responsibly, it includes a provi-
sion that prohibits the Department 
from requesting additional funding to 
carry out this legislation. I will reit-
erate that: Section 2(c) specifies that 
this legislation will not cost a dime. 

I thank Chairman GREEN and the 
committee staff, and I urge all Mem-
bers to support this commonsense leg-
islation. 

b 1530 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no more speakers, and 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league from Oklahoma (Mr. BRECHEEN) 
for introducing this bill aimed at im-
proving DHS’ procurement of con-
tracted services used along the south-
ern border. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 4467, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 4467, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN) that the House suspend the 
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rules and pass the bill, HR. 4467, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DHS BIODETECTION 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 6174) to improve the 
biodetection functions of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6174 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Bio-
detection Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DHS UTILIZATION OF DEPARTMENT OF 

ENERGY NATIONAL LABORATORIES 
AND SITES FOR CERTAIN BIODETEC-
TION RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT RELATING TO THE MISSIONS 
OF THE DHS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall conduct an assessment of 
how the Department of Homeland Security 
has utilized Department of Energy national 
laboratories and sites regarding research and 
development in carrying out the missions of 
the Department of Homeland Security, in ac-
cordance with section 309 of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 189). 

(b) STRATEGY ON BIODETECTION RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate the assess-
ment required under subsection (a), together 
with a strategy for how the Department of 
Homeland Security will conduct research 
and development in coordination with De-
partment of Energy national laboratories 
and sites to address biodetection research 
and development of the Department of 
Homeland Security, including the following: 

(1) Identifying biodetection technologies 
that can, either individually or together, 
meet the biodetection mission needs as out-
lined in Department of Homeland Security 
capabilities analysis and requirements docu-
ments and informed by studies produced by 
the Comptroller General of the United 
States, such as the National Re-Assessment 
of the BioWatch Collector Network to In-
crease the Fraction of Population Covered, 
as developed by the Countering Weapons of 
Mass Destruction Office of the Department 
in November 2021, and other such future 
studies as applicable. 

(2) Developing an acquisition and procure-
ment plan to acquire and provide, in accord-
ance with Federal law, the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation, and Department of Home-
land Security acquisition and procurement 
management directives, the biodetection 
technologies referred to in paragraph (1) to 
existing BioWatch jurisdictions. 

(3) Conducting periodic external evalua-
tions to identify gaps and potential failure 
points with respect to such biodetection 
technologies, and recommending contin-
gency plans in the event such biodetection 

technologies do not perform as expected or 
intended. 

(4) Assisting, as appropriate and in part-
nership with Federal, State, local, and Tribal 
governments, institutions of higher edu-
cation (as such term is defined in section 101 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001)), and the private sector, with the devel-
opment of clearly defined program and tech-
nical requirements for future Department of 
Homeland Security environmental biodetec-
tion programs, including any related trans-
formational program of research and devel-
opment. 

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
one year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall provide to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate an update of the assessment and 
strategy required under this section, includ-
ing any challenges to implementing such 
strategy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 6174. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6174. The Department of Homeland Se-
curity established the BioWatch pro-
gram to collect and test air samples for 
biological agents likely to be used in a 
bioterrorism attack. However, there 
have been ample criticisms and ques-
tions about the effectiveness of the 
BioWatch program. 

As such, in 2019, DHS launched a new 
acquisition program to move into the 
next generation of detection of bio-
threats and to replace the BioWatch 
program with new and more reliable 
technology. 

However, DHS has not used all the 
resources at its disposal, including the 
national laboratories housed within 
the Department of Energy. 

H.R. 6174, the DHS Biodetection Im-
provement Act, would ensure that DHS 
is doing everything it can to improve 
biodetection research and develop-
ment, including requiring DHS to ex-
plain how it plans to utilize the exper-
tise of the Department of Energy na-
tional labs. 

I thank Congressman STRONG for his 
work on this bill, and I hope all Mem-
bers will support this legislation today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6174, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6174, the DHS Biodetection Im-
provement Act. This bill seeks to en-
hance biodetection capabilities at the 
Department of Homeland Security by 
leveraging resources at the Depart-
ment of Energy’s national laboratories. 

Currently, DHS’ Office of Countering 
Weapons of Mass Destruction, or 
CWMD, leads DHS’ biodetection work. 
The premier biodetection program is 
BioWatch, which is outdated, expen-
sive, and labor-intensive. CWMD’s 
more recent efforts to advance bio-
detection technologies have been de-
layed because of this. 

H.R. 6174 would move DHS’ biodetec-
tion programs forward by requiring the 
Department to complete an assessment 
of how it is utilizing the Department of 
Energy’s national laboratories for bio-
detection. The bill would require DHS 
to create the defined program and tech-
nical requirements necessary to ad-
vance biodetection programs, including 
critical research and development. 

Further, the bill requires the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to provide 
Congress with a strategy for con-
ducting regular external evaluations to 
identify capability gaps and rec-
ommend contingency plans if biodetec-
tion technologies underperform. 

As foreign and domestic security 
threats evolve, Congress’ support for 
advancements in biodetection pro-
grams is key. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. STRONG), the spon-
sor of this bill. 

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman GREEN for his support, as 
well as that of my colleagues who join 
me in introducing this legislation, H.R. 
6174, the DHS Biodetection Improve-
ment Act. 

Threats from America’s enemies have 
continued to evolve and become more 
complex. The anthrax attack of 2001 
opened our eyes to a new threat land-
scape that includes acts of bioter-
rorism. In the wake of the 2001 attacks, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
established the BioWatch program, 
which monitors, collects, and tests air 
samples for biological agents likely to 
be used in a terrorist attack. 

This technology is vital in protecting 
Americans against bioweapons, and we 
must have full confidence that it will 
deliver timely, accurate, and com-
prehensive information to our partners 
that operate this system. 

As a first responder myself, I know 
the difference that early detection 
makes. This becomes more vital when 
responding to an act of bioterrorism, 
which could have catastrophic con-
sequences. 

We have worked across all levels of 
government to improve prevention, de-
tection, and response capabilities, but 
there remains work to be done. 
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DHS has faced continuous challenges 

in developing and acquiring new tech-
nologies to move toward the next gen-
eration of national biodetection. This 
legislation would ensure that DHS is 
fully leveraging every tool and re-
source to accomplish this goal, to in-
clude utilizing the Department of Ener-
gy’s national labs to develop new tech-
nologies related to biodefense, devel-
oping a plan to acquire existing tech-
nologies that can meet the Depart-
ment’s biodetection mission needs, 
conducting external evaluations to 
identify gaps and potential failure 
points, and reporting to Congress a de-
fined plan for the future of biodetec-
tion. 

As our adversaries watch on, we can-
not afford to fall behind. America’s se-
curity depends on it. 

I was proud to introduce this legisla-
tion, the DHS Biodetection Improve-
ment Act, to ensure DHS is prepared to 
protect Americans against bioweapons. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, while DHS has worked 
to improve its biodetection capabili-
ties, many challenges remain, and the 
current technologies are aging. 

H.R. 6174 pairs DHS and the Depart-
ment of Energy’s national laboratories, 
which would improve biodetection in-
novation and, ultimately, keep our 
communities safe from biological 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting this critical 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 6174, and I ap-
preciate and thank Mr. STRONG for his 
hard work on this bill. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6174. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

GABRIELLA MILLER KIDS FIRST 
RESEARCH ACT 2.0 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 3391) to extend the Gabriella Mil-
ler Kids First Pediatric Research Pro-
gram at the National Institutes of 
Health, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3391 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Research Act 2.0’’. 
SEC. 2. FUNDING FOR THE PEDIATRIC RESEARCH 

INITIATIVE. 
The Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 201 

et seq.) is amended— 
(1) in section 402A(a)(2) (42 U.S.C. 

282a(a)(2))— 
(A) in the heading— 
(i) by striking ‘‘10-YEAR’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘THROUGH COMMON FUND’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘to the Common Fund’’ and 

inserting ‘‘to the Division of Program Coordina-
tion, Planning, and Strategic Initiatives’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘10-Year’’; 
(D) by striking ‘‘and reserved under sub-

section (c)(1)(B)(i) of this section’’; and 
(E) by striking ‘‘2014 through 2023’’ and in-

serting ‘‘2024 through 2028’’; 
(2) in each of paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(C) of 

section 402A(c) (42 U.S.C. 282a(c)), by striking 
‘‘section 402(b)(7)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
402(b)(7)(B)(i)’’; and 

(3) in section 402(b)(7)(B)(ii) (42 U.S.C. 
282(b)(7)(B)(ii)), by striking ‘‘the Common 
Fund’’ and inserting ‘‘the Division of Program 
Coordination, Planning, and Strategic Initia-
tives’’. 
SEC. 3. COORDINATION OF NIH FUNDING FOR PE-

DIATRIC RESEARCH. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the 

Congress that the Director of the National Insti-
tutes of Health should continue to oversee and 
coordinate research that is conducted or sup-
ported by the National Institutes of Health for 
research on pediatric cancer and other pediatric 
diseases and conditions, including through the 
Pediatric Research Initiative Fund. 

(b) AVOIDING DUPLICATION.—Section 
402(b)(7)(B)(ii) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 282(b)(7)(B)(ii)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and shall prioritize, as appropriate, such 
pediatric research that does not duplicate exist-
ing research activities of the National Institutes 
of Health’’ before ‘‘; and’’. 
SEC. 4. REPORT ON PROGRESS AND INVEST-

MENTS IN PEDIATRIC RESEARCH. 
Not later than 5 years after the date of the en-

actment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall submit to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a re-
port that— 

(1) details pediatric research projects and ini-
tiatives receiving funds allocated pursuant to 
section 402(b)(7)(B)(ii) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 282(b)(7)(B)(ii)); and 

(2) summarizes advancements made in pedi-
atric research with funds allocated pursuant to 
such section. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 

revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

3391, the Gabriella Miller Kids First 
Research Act 2.0. 

In the United States, it is estimated 
that nearly 10,000 children under the 
age of 15 will be diagnosed with cancer 
in 2024. Major advancements over the 
past several decades have improved 
survival rates, with 85 percent of chil-
dren with cancer now living until 5 
years or older. However, estimates pre-
dict that, tragically, over 1,000 children 
will still die from cancer this year, 
making it the leading cause of death 
from disease for kids. 

This legislation would ensure 
progress toward a better understanding 
of childhood cancer and structural 
birth defects will continue. It would 
also prioritize nonduplicative research 
and coordination on pediatric research 
across the National Institutes of 
Health. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the underlying bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3391, the Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Research Act 2.0. 

This bipartisan legislation, sponsored 
by Representatives WEXTON and COLE, 
plays a crucial role in providing essen-
tial support for pediatric cancer and 
disease research. 

This bill is named in honor of 
Gabriella Miller, a Virginia resident 
who was diagnosed with an inoperable 
brain tumor at the age of 10. Gabriella 
was an inspirational activist who tire-
lessly advocated for research into 
childhood diseases like cancer until her 
passing in October 2013. 

Her strong voice and bravery turned 
tragedy into the original Gabriella Mil-
ler Kids First Research Act, which was 
signed into law in 2014. This research 
program at the National Institutes of 
Health has made progress toward un-
derstanding childhood cancer and dis-
ease. 

The original law established a 10-year 
pediatric research initiative fund and 
authorized funding for childhood dis-
ease research. The law has also led to 
the founding of the Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Data Resource Center, a 
comprehensive data resource for re-
search and patient communities meant 
to advance discoveries. 

Despite this progress, cancer is the 
top disease-related cause of death for 
children and teens in the United 
States. It is estimated that over 9,500 
American children under age 15 will be 
diagnosed with cancer this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend, Rep-
resentative WEXTON, for her leadership 
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on this legislation, and I encourage all 
of my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ to make 
a significant impact in the fight 
against pediatric cancer. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1545 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 

minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), the chairman of the 
Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Subcommittee and a leader on con-
sumer protection in this Congress. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. It 
has been great working with him all 
these years, and I appreciate him very 
much. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 3391, 
the Gabriella Miller Kids First Re-
search Act 2.0. I am proud to be a co- 
lead on this bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion with my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative JENNIFER WEXTON, who 
does an outstanding job on these 
issues. 

Again, she is retiring at the end of 
this Congress, and we are going to miss 
her. She did such wonderful work, par-
ticularly on the Parkinson’s bill, and 
we are going to get it across the finish 
line. 

I am grateful for her leadership on 
this particular bill, as well, to reau-
thorize the Kids First Pediatric Re-
search Initiative at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. Our bill will continue 
the critical work being done to conduct 
biomedical research and discover new 
insights into pediatric conditions such 
as childhood cancers. 

The Kids First program has helped 
facilitate a better understanding of 
shared genetic pathways between child-
hood cancers, birth defects, and other 
pediatric conditions, and H.R. 3391 en-
sures that this research will continue 
for another 5 years. 

Further, the Gabriella Miller Kids 
First Research Act requires coordina-
tion of all Federal efforts related to pe-
diatric cancer research, as well as a re-
port detailing current federally funded 
programs and initiatives and all ad-
vancements made thus far, and there 
have been several advancements. 

We all agree that these scientific dis-
coveries could help unlock the key to 
developing future treatments and cures 
for our most vulnerable patients—our 
kids who suffer from pediatric cancers 
and rare diseases. 

We must continue to fight the battle 
against kids’ cancers, both inside and 
outside the Federal Government. I urge 
my colleagues to support our bill, the 
Gabriella Miller Kids First Research 
Act 2.0. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for the 
purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, I simply would encour-
age all my colleagues to vote for this 
important bill to help cancer research, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support the under-

lying bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Gabriella Miller Kids First Re-
search Act 2.0, which will enable the continu-
ation of critical research of treatments and 
cures for childhood cancer and rare diseases. 

I’m proud to carry this legislation in honor of 
Gabriella, who was from Virginia’s 10th Con-
gressional District. Gabriella was diagnosed 
with an inoperable brain tumor and passed 
away in 2013 at age 10. 

Gabriella was a fierce fighter not just in her 
own battle with cancer, but as an advocate on 
behalf of the millions of other children who 
have suffered from this terrible disease. In the 
months following her terminal diagnosis, 
Gabriella became a national force for change, 
urging Congress to ‘‘stop talking—start doing,’’ 
and increase funding to discover better treat-
ments and cures. 

Her heroic efforts delivered a successful 
push to pass the Gabriella Miller Kids First 
Research Act in 2014, bipartisan legislation 
named in her honor. The Kids First program 
has made remarkable progress since then— 
sequencing more than 55,000 genomes from 
over 21,000 patients in childhood cancer and 
structural birth defect cohorts and starting the 
Gabriella Miller Kids First Data Resource Cen-
ter, a comprehensive data resource for re-
search and patient communities meant to ad-
vance discoveries. 

But there is still a long fight ahead to better 
understand, treat, and ultimately cure child-
hood cancer. Without action by Congress, 
funding for this critical program is set to expire 
this year. We must do better for our kids, and 
this bipartisan legislation would enable the crit-
ical work of the Kids First program to continue. 
For the Millers, and for the millions of Amer-
ican families who have had to go through the 
horror of receiving a cancer diagnosis for their 
child, I ask my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
this important legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3391, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

PREVENTING MATERNAL DEATHS 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3838) to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize Federal support of States in their 
work to save and sustain the health of 
mothers during pregnancy, childbirth, 
and the postpartum period, to elimi-
nate disparities in maternal health 
outcomes for pregnancy-related and 
pregnancy-associated deaths, to iden-
tify solutions to improve healthcare 

quality and health outcomes for moth-
ers, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3838 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Preventing Ma-
ternal Deaths Reauthorization Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. SAFE MOTHERHOOD. 

(a) MATERNAL MORTALITY REVIEW COMMIT-
TEES.—Section 317K(d) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247b–12(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing obstetricians and gynecologists)’’ after 
‘‘clinical specialties’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (3)(A)(i)— 
(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘as applica-

ble’’ and inserting ‘‘if available’’; and 
(B) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘, as appro-

priate’’ and inserting ‘‘and coordinating with 
death certifiers to improve the collection of 
death record reports and the quality of death 
records, including by amending cause-of-death 
information on a death certificate, as appro-
priate’’. 

(b) BEST PRACTICES RELATING TO THE PREVEN-
TION OF MATERNAL MORTALITY.—Section 317K 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247b– 
12) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as 
subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) BEST PRACTICES RELATING TO THE PRE-
VENTION OF MATERNAL MORTALITY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, shall, in consultation 
with the Administrator of the Health Resources 
and Services Administration, disseminate to hos-
pitals, State professional society groups, and 
perinatal quality collaboratives, best practices 
on how to prevent maternal mortality and mor-
bidity that consider and reflect best practices 
identified through other relevant Federal mater-
nal health programs. 

‘‘(2) FREQUENCY.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, shall disseminate the 
best practices referred to in paragraph (1) not 
less than once per fiscal year.’’. 

(c) EXTENSION.—Subsection (g) of section 317K 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247b– 
12), as redesignated by subsection (b), is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘$58,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2019 through 2023’’ and inserting 
‘‘$108,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LUTTRELL). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) 
and the gentlewoman from Washington 
(Ms. SCHRIER) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
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I rise today in support of my legisla-

tion, H.R. 3838, the Preventing Mater-
nal Deaths Reauthorization Act of 2023. 

During March, we celebrate National 
Women’s History Month and honor the 
strong women in our lives, especially 
our mothers who make great sacrifices 
to bring life into this world. 

According to the latest United States 
data, the maternal mortality rate rose 
yet again in 2021 to almost 33 deaths 
per 100,000 live births compared to a 
rate of 23 per 100,000 in 2020. While we 
know that over 80 percent of preg-
nancy-related deaths are preventable, 
we also understand that even one is too 
many. 

The Preventing Maternal Deaths Re-
authorization Act works to understand 
and reduce maternal mortalities by re-
authorizing Federal support for State- 
led Maternal Mortality Review Com-
mittees. 

Maternal Mortality Review Commit-
tees are multidisciplinary committees 
that review the causes of maternal 
deaths in their State and make rec-
ommendations based on their findings 
to prevent future deaths and improve 
maternal health outcomes during preg-
nancy, childbirth, and the first year 
afterward. 

H.R. 3838 also requires the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to 
work in consultation with the Health 
Resources and Services Administration 
to disseminate best practices for the 
prevention of maternal mortality and 
morbidity to hospitals and other 
healthcare providers. 

Maternal Mortality Review Commit-
tees are vital to understanding the 
drivers of maternal deaths and inform-
ing effective interventions. This way 
we will help to ensure that resources 
are directed where they will have the 
most positive impact. 

Since its initial authorization in 2018, 
we have already seen the work of the 
Maternal Mortality Review Commit-
tees make a significant difference and 
increasing the number of Maternal 
Mortality Review Committees from 32 
States to 49 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, New York City, Philadelphia, 
and Puerto Rico. 

Through their work, this body was 
able to discover that over 50 percent of 
pregnancy-related deaths happen be-
tween 1 week and 1 year after delivery, 
leading to the critical extension of the 
State plan amendment for Medicaid 
and Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram to 12 months for postpartum cov-
erage. 

The critical importance of this bill is 
furthered by the news from my home 
State of Texas just last week. Effective 
March 1 of 2024, Texas extended 
postpartum coverage for the full 12 
months for eligible Medicaid and Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program re-
cipients through the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission. I thank 
Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas 
legislature for their continued efforts 
to protect and defend life, especially 
the lives of new mothers and newborn 
babies. 

Today, I am joined by 740 of my fel-
low OB/GYNs who are on the Hill with 
the American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists urging a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
on this critically important bill. 

I thank my fellow Representatives, 
DIANA DEGETTE, BUDDY CARTER, ROBIN 
KELLY, KAT CAMMACK, and KATHY CAS-
TOR for working with me on this impor-
tant legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in strong sup-
port of H.R. 3838. I urge my fellow 
Members to vote for its passage today, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 
DEGETTE). 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding. As Dr. 
BURGESS said, we are facing a maternal 
health crisis in this country. 

From 2018 to 2021, the overall mater-
nal mortality rate in the United States 
nearly doubled. We are simply failing 
American women as they become 
mothers, and we are particularly fail-
ing Black Americans, who in 2021 were 
nearly three times as likely than White 
Americans to die becoming mothers, 
irrespective of education or socio-
economic status. 

This is exactly the trend that the 
former gentlewoman from Washington 
(Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER) and I sought to 
address when we passed the original 
Preventing Maternal Deaths Act in 
2018. 

Through the programs developed by 
that legislation we now have a much 
greater knowledge of what is causing 
this crisis and the infrastructure we 
need to build further understanding 
and drive solutions. 

Data generated by the Maternal Mor-
tality Review Committees have pro-
vided us with the insight that 80 per-
cent of maternal deaths are prevent-
able. This understanding is the first 
step toward solutions, and we have to 
ensure that we not only don’t lose but 
that we strengthen the process we have 
made in building, understanding, and 
standardizing data so that we have a 
clear picture across the country of why 
this is happening. 

The Preventing Maternal Deaths Re-
authorization Act will continue and 
bolster our support for the Maternal 
Mortality Review Committees. It will 
also ensure the timely and frequent 
dissemination of best practices to pre-
vent maternal mortality. 

Make no mistake, further action is 
needed, and this reauthorization in 
itself will not solve the crisis, but that 
further action depends on the critical 
insights that we can get from this leg-
islation. It is the foundation on which 
the solution stands. 

I am very grateful that my friend, 
Dr. BURGESS, has taken up the mantle 
on this legislation. I also thank my 
dear friend, KATHY CASTOR, and our 
ranking member here, Ms. SCHRIER, for 
their work on this legislation, and I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this legislation. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Before I begin, Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague, the sponsor of 
this bill, Dr. BURGESS, for his out-
standing work in healthcare, especially 
as a Member of this august body. For 
many years he has served here, and I 
know he is going to be retiring at the 
end of this year, and we are certainly 
going to miss his leadership, particu-
larly in the healthcare space, and we 
appreciate him very much. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 3838, the Preventing 
Maternal Deaths Reauthorization Act, 
which I am co-leading with Dr. BUR-
GESS. 

Maternal mortality is something 
that I have worked on for many, many 
years as a member of the Georgia State 
legislature and now as a Member of 
Congress. It baffles me as to why Geor-
gia, my home State, would be one of 
the leading States in the Nation in ma-
ternal mortality. I have not been able 
to get my arms around that and under-
stand why that is, but it is. 

Our Nation’s maternal mortality cri-
sis, which, as I say, severely impacts 
Georgians, is alarming and trending in 
the wrong direction. In fact, in Geor-
gia, the maternal mortality rate has 
increased to over 30 deaths per 100,000 
live births. For women of color and 
people living in rural communities, 
those numbers are much higher. 

The United States is trending in the 
wrong direction, as well, and we need 
to understand why moms are dying, de-
spite us spending $4.4 trillion on 
healthcare in 2022. 

As a father, as a grandfather, and a 
healthcare professional, I believe that 
we can and we must do much better. It 
is time for this to become a national 
priority, which is why I am proud to be 
co-leading the Preventing Maternal 
Deaths Act with Dr. BURGESS. 

This legislation would ensure contin-
ued support for the critically impor-
tant work that the State Maternal 
Mortality Review Committees have 
done in addressing the maternal mor-
tality crisis. 

State Maternal Mortality Review 
Committees are crucial to collecting 
data so that each State can form a plan 
to address maternal health issues im-
pacting their community. 

This bipartisan bill is an important 
step toward ending the maternal mor-
tality crisis in the U.S. 

We value women, we value life, and 
this bipartisan bill prioritizes both. 

I thank Dr. BURGESS again for work-
ing with me on this important issue, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States faces 
a significant crisis with one of the 
highest maternal mortality and mor-
bidity rates among developed nations. 

According to the most recent data, in 
2021, more than 1,200 women died as a 
result of pregnancy or childbirth, con-
tinuing an upward trend over nearly 20 
years. 
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Racial disparities in maternal out-

comes continue with Black and indige-
nous women dying at three times the 
rate of White women. 

Additionally, rural areas experience 
higher rates of maternal mortality 
compared to urban areas, and yet, ex-
perts and research using the Maternal 
Mortality Review Committee data in-
dicates that at least 80 percent of ma-
ternal mortalities are preventable. 

b 1600 

H.R. 3838, the Preventing Maternal 
Deaths Reauthorization Act of 2023, is 
bipartisan legislation to reauthorize 
support for State-based Maternal Mor-
tality Review Committees until 2028. 
These committees play a critical role 
in reviewing pregnancy-related deaths 
to identify causes and make rec-
ommendations for the prevention of fu-
ture mortalities in their State. The 
legislation also requires the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the 
CDC, to work with HRSA, the Health 
Resources and Services Administra-
tion, to share best practices to prevent 
maternal mortality with hospitals and 
healthcare providers. 

Enacting this legislation will provide 
the needed ongoing support of Mater-
nal Mortality Review Committees, ul-
timately enhancing the safety of 
women throughout their pregnancy, 
delivery, and postpartum experiences 
while reducing racial disparities and 
outcomes. 

The legislation is supported by over 
85 organizations across the healthcare 
spectrum. I am pleased that it is before 
us today, and I encourage all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this impor-
tant bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I do want to point out in this bill, 
probably one of the most important as-
pects is the collection and dissemina-
tion of data by the CDC and HRSA, the 
best practices that occur across the 
country. There is no reason why one 
hospital should have excellent statis-
tics and another hospital have ques-
tionable statistics. We should be able 
to be good enough that every hospital 
has excellent statistics. 

I know this to be true, because where 
I did my residency at Parkland Hos-
pital in Dallas, they have consistently 
had some of the best maternal mor-
tality statistics in the country, and 
they take care of a population that is 
low income, women of color, under-
insured, uninsured, the very popu-
lations you think would be at greatest 
risk. 

I know we can do it. I have seen it 
done, and it is so important to me that 
we collect and disseminate this data. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. CAS-
TOR). 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Ms. SCHRIER for yielding me 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the Preventing Maternal Deaths Re-
authorization Act. It is critical legisla-
tion that I am proud to co-lead to ad-
dress the maternal mortality crisis in 
America, unconscionably the worst in 
the developed world. 

Each of us deserves to live a healthy 
life. For mothers, for women, that in-
cludes access to the care they need be-
fore, during, and after pregnancy. Preg-
nancy in America right now is too 
often traumatic or is life-threatening, 
and our maternal health crisis in many 
places is tearing families apart. 

This is particularly true for Black 
women, who often experience worse 
outcomes due to disparities in access 
to medical care, the care that they 
need and that they deserve. 

Our bill will help recommit to the 
health of our neighbors by ensuring 
that more moms can have safe preg-
nancies by improving health outcomes 
for the patients at the highest risk of 
maternal mortality and morbidity. 

In the Tampa Bay area, I am proud 
to represent outstanding OB/GYNs and 
providers, clinics like Evara Health or 
organizations like REACHUP, the 
Healthy Start Coalitions, and more. 
They have worked tirelessly to address 
our maternal mortality rates and im-
prove the quality of care for new and 
expecting mothers. 

This bill will help them and similar 
organizations across the country, in 
partnership with the CDC, by building 
upon the comprehensive framework of 
the Preventing Maternal Deaths Reau-
thorization Act, supporting Maternal 
Mortality Review Committees, and 
strengthening lifesaving initiatives to 
improve health outcomes. 

For example, Florida’s Maternal 
Mortality Review Committee has suc-
cessfully created initiatives to reduce 
deaths associated with postpartum 
bleeding and opioid use disorder. 

We have to do more. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues to ad-
dress America’s maternal mortality 
crisis through research, prevention, 
and evidence-based practices. 

I thank my partners on the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce who 
brought this bill to the floor: Congress-
man BURGESS, Congresswoman 
DEGETTE, Congressman CARTER, Con-
gresswoman KELLY for her years of ad-
vocacy, Congresswoman SCHRIER, and 
Congresswoman CAMMACK, as well. I 
thank them for co-leading this legisla-
tion with me. Families are counting on 
us. Please vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
KELLY). 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of this bipartisan 
effort to address the maternal health 
crisis. 

One of the most glaring inequities in 
our country is the disparities in mater-

nal health outcomes. In the richest 
country in the world, the United States 
is falling behind and failing our moth-
ers and babies. 

Over 1,000 women died in 2021 because 
of complications from childbirth. This 
is up from 861 deaths in 2020 and 754 
deaths in 2019. What is even worse, as 
you have heard, is that Black women 
are nearly three times more likely to 
die from pregnancy-related causes as 
non-Hispanic White women, and that 
depends on where you live. The area I 
represent is six times as likely. Indige-
nous women are more than twice as 
likely to die from pregnancy-related 
causes as non-Hispanic White women. 
Again, it depends on where they live. 
This is just unacceptable. 

I am proud to say that this legisla-
tion will bring us closer to a future 
where no mother has to worry that 
growing her family will cost her life. 
The Preventing Maternal Deaths Reau-
thorization Act, that I co-led with Rep-
resentatives BURGESS, CAMMACK, CAS-
TOR, CARTER, and DEGETTE, will 
strengthen and expand Federal support 
for Maternal Mortality Review Com-
mittees, or MMRCs. State-fashioned 
MMRCs are tasked with identifying 
maternal deaths, analyzing the factors 
that contributed to those deaths, and 
translating those lessons into policy 
changes. 

I am proud to say that a piece of my 
comprehensive maternal health legisla-
tion, the MOMMA’s Act, is included in 
this legislation. 

The Preventing Maternal Deaths Re-
authorization Act has received unani-
mous, bipartisan support from the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee’s Sub-
committee on Health and the full com-
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill and save 
moms’ lives. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for clos-
ing. 

I am so pleased this bill is before us 
today. I encourage all of my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this very important 
bill that will save lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is personally 
important to me. My grandfather, who 
I never knew, my father’s father, was 
an academic obstetrician at McGill 
Hospital in Montreal from the end of 
the World War I until his death in 1939. 

During that time, maternal mor-
tality was substantially reduced. The 
caregivers of that time, prior to the in-
troduction of antibiotics, made great 
strides in reducing maternal mortality. 
Some of that was through the imposi-
tion of preventive medicine. Some of 
that was because of improved anes-
thesia and blood bank techniques. Of 
course, with the introduction of anti-
biotics in 1940, the rates came down 
even substantially more. We know it 
can be done. 
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At that time the major drivers of ma-

ternal mortality were hypertension, 
hemorrhage, and infection. Now, the 
major drivers are well after delivery, 
and they fall into the realm of cardio-
vascular disease, suicide, and drug 
overdose. This expansion of postpartum 
coverage to the first year after delivery 
was really work that was established in 
our committee. We did the research on 
that, and we provided the guidance 
that now has been taken up by a great 
many States. 

I look forward to a day when we see 
these numbers are significantly re-
duced even over where they are now be-
cause of the changes that we have 
made as a result of this legislation. It 
is important work. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the under-
lying bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3838, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

FIREFIGHTER CANCER REGISTRY 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3821) to reauthorize the Fire-
fighter Cancer Registry Act of 2018. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3821 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Reauthorization Act of 
2023’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF VOLUNTARY REG-

ISTRY FOR FIREFIGHTER CANCER 
INCIDENCE. 

Section 2(h) of the Firefighter Cancer Reg-
istry Act of 2018 (42 U.S.C. 280e–5(h)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$2,500,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2018 through 2022’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$5,500,000 for each of fiscal years 
2024 through 2028’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-

clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 3821, the Firefighter Cancer 
Registry Reauthorization Act. 

Firefighters are among our Nation’s 
first responder heroes. They are on the 
front lines of the most dangerous and 
frightening emergencies, and they 
bravely answer the call to save our 
family members and loved ones from 
harm. 

Tragically, cancer remains one of the 
leading causes of death for firefighters, 
and firefighters are more likely to de-
velop certain types of cancer than the 
general public. 

This legislation reauthorizes the vol-
untary National Firefighter Registry 
for Cancer, which will help us to mon-
itor, study, and understand the rela-
tionship between the toxic exposures 
firefighters face and cancer risk. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives 
PASCRELL and FITZPATRICK for their 
work on this bipartisan legislation, I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3821, the Firefighter Cancer Registry 
Reauthorization Act of 2023, sponsored 
by Representative PASCRELL from New 
Jersey. 

H.R. 3821 reauthorizes funding for the 
critical research at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the CDC, 
to monitor and study the relationship 
between career-long exposure to dan-
gerous fumes and toxins and the inci-
dence of cancer in firefighters from 
2024 to 2028. 

Created in 2018, the National Fire-
fighter Registry was established to ad-
dress knowledge gaps and improve na-
tionwide data collection capabilities 
and monitoring of cancer incidence 
from a large and diverse population of 
firefighters. 

Studies have shown that firefighters 
may have a greater risk of some types 
of cancer due to their exposure to 
smoke, toxins, and hazardous chemi-
cals. The registry’s work is a collabora-
tion amongst epidemiologists, public 
health experts, clinicians, and fire-
fighters. Thousands of firefighters have 
enrolled, making it the most extensive 
initiative ever undertaken in our coun-
try to comprehend and mitigate cancer 
risks among firefighters. 

This bill is supported by the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs, the 
National Volunteer Fire Council, and 
National Fallen Firefighters Founda-
tion, among others. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this important bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL). 
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the members of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee on both sides of 
the aisle for this reauthorization act. 
The time flies. When we put this to-
gether 5 years ago, it was bipartisan, as 
well. 

Our fire heroes run into burning 
buildings while we run away, and they 
make harrowing rescues every single 
day, saving lives and protecting prop-
erty. Nonetheless, there are dangerous 
carcinogens lurking in the air that 
they breathe and in the equipment that 
they use. The effects of these toxins 
are not fully known and may take 
years to determine. 

In 2022, the International Association 
for Research on Cancer found that the 
very occupation of firefighting causes 
cancer. We are talking about thousands 
of volunteers and thousands of career 
firefighters. 

Cancer is the leading cause, Mr. 
Speaker, as you just heard, of line-of- 
duty deaths for firefighters, but behind 
each statistic is a beloved public serv-
ant. 

Eduardo Diaz, a firefighter in North 
Bergen, passed away from pancreatic 
cancer at the age of 53. Firefighter Diaz 
was a beloved resident of Hasbrouck 
Heights and a member of the Profes-
sional Firefighters of New Jersey, who 
are in town and who are supporting 
Federal aid for firefighters. 

In my hometown of Paterson, my 
close friend, FMBA firefighter Jerry 
Behnke, tragically died from brain can-
cer. 

These are but two of too many fire-
fighters lost to cancer. 

When someone is diagnosed with can-
cer, it is reported on the cancer reg-
istry in their State—Democrats and 
Republicans saw the significance of 
this 5 years ago when there was no reg-
istry—but specific details about their 
work are not collected. 

To focus attention on this issue that 
can yield results, in 2018, the Congress 
rightfully created the National Fire-
fighter Registry for Cancer. It is the 
largest effort in history to understand 
and reduce cancer among firefighters. 

Because of this, the CDC has made a 
database of firefighters with cancer to 
monitor and study the ties between ca-
reer-long exposure to dangerous fumes 
and toxins and the incidence of fire-
fighter cancer. Since its opening year, 
more than 10,000 firefighters have vol-
untarily enrolled in the registry. 

My bill would reauthorize the reg-
istry for another 5 years at a very mod-
est funding level for what we hope can 
be lifesaving work. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support passage of this measure so we 
can get it onto the President’s desk as 
soon as possible. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Let me emphasize, Mr. Speaker, how 
important it is that we look out for our 
heroes, our firefighters, as well as they 
look out for us. 
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Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-

leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this very im-
portant bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend from 
New Jersey for bringing this forward 
and working hard for this. He has seen 
what happens to firefighters in his 
community from 9/11 and on, and it is 
really important work that our fire-
fighters do. 

As he said, there is a group from Ken-
tucky in town today with whom we had 
a chance to talk. They are the heroes 
who go into burning buildings to save 
our families and all the other things 
they do for us. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 3821, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3821. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

9–8–8 LIFELINE CYBERSECURITY 
RESPONSIBILITY ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 498) to amend title V of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to secure the 
suicide prevention lifeline from cyber-
security incidents, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 498 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘9–8–8 Life-
line Cybersecurity Responsibility Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROTECTING SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFE-

LINE FROM CYBERSECURITY INCI-
DENTS. 

(a) NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE 
PROGRAM.—Section 520E–3(b) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 290bb–36c(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) taking such steps as may be necessary 

to ensure the suicide prevention hotline is 
protected from cybersecurity incidents and 
to eliminate known cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities of such hotline.’’. 

(b) REPORTING.—Section 520E–3 of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 290bb–36c) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (g); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) CYBERSECURITY REPORTING.— 
‘‘(1) NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The program’s network 

administrator receiving Federal funding pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall report to the 
Assistant Secretary, in a manner that pro-
tects personal privacy, consistent with appli-
cable Federal and State privacy laws— 

‘‘(i) any identified cybersecurity vulner-
ability to the program within a reasonable 
amount of time after identification of such a 
vulnerability; and 

‘‘(ii) any identified cybersecurity incident 
to the program within a reasonable amount 
of time after identification of such an inci-
dent. 

‘‘(B) LOCAL AND REGIONAL CRISIS CENTERS.— 
Local and regional crisis centers partici-
pating in the program shall report to the 
program’s network administrator receiving 
Federal funding pursuant to subsection (a), 
in a manner that protects personal privacy, 
consistent with applicable Federal and State 
privacy laws— 

‘‘(i) any identified cybersecurity vulner-
ability to the program within a reasonable 
amount of time after identification of such a 
vulnerability; and 

‘‘(ii) any identified cybersecurity incident 
to the program within a reasonable amount 
of time after identification of such an inci-
dent. 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION.—If the program’s net-
work administrator receiving funding pursu-
ant to subsection (a) discovers, or is in-
formed by a local or regional crisis center 
pursuant to paragraph (1)(B) of, a cybersecu-
rity vulnerability or incident, within a rea-
sonable amount of time after such discovery 
or receipt of information, such entity shall 
report the vulnerability or incident to the 
Assistant Secretary. 

‘‘(3) CLARIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) OVERSIGHT.— 
‘‘(i) LOCAL AND REGIONAL CRISIS CENTER.— 

Except as provided in clause (ii), local and 
regional crisis centers participating in the 
program shall oversee all technology each 
center employs in the provision of services 
as a participant in the program. 

‘‘(ii) NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR.—The pro-
gram’s network administrator receiving Fed-
eral funding pursuant to subsection (a) shall 
oversee the technology each crisis center 
employs in the provision of services as a par-
ticipant in the program if such oversight re-
sponsibilities are established in the applica-
ble network participation agreement. 

‘‘(B) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—The cy-
bersecurity incident reporting requirements 
under this subsection shall supplement, and 
not supplant, cybersecurity incident report-
ing requirements under other provisions of 
applicable Federal law that are in effect on 
the date of the enactment of the 9–8–8 Life-
line Cybersecurity Responsibility Act.’’. 

(c) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall— 

(1) conduct and complete a study that eval-
uates cybersecurity risks and vulnerabilities 
associated with the 9–8–8 National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline; and 

(2) submit a report of the findings of such 
study to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

498, the 9–8-8 Lifeline Cybersecurity Re-
sponsibility Act, led by Mr. 
OBERNOLTE. 

In 2021, more than 48,000 people died 
by suicide in the United States. That 
equates to 132 people every day. These 
are our family members, our neighbors, 
and our friends. This number is stag-
gering, and unfortunately, suicide 
deaths are continuing to rise. People 
need hope and healing. 

The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline is a 
national network of local crisis centers 
used to support people in suicidal crisis 
or emotional distress. This has proven 
to be a vital resource, especially during 
the COVID–19 pandemic when govern-
ment-imposed lockdowns led to in-
creased social isolation and loneliness. 

The lifeline suffered a cybersecurity 
attack in December 2022 and was 
proactively taken offline for several 
hours. It is unknown how many indi-
viduals were hurt by the outage, but we 
do know that individuals in emotional 
distress or suicide crisis were unable to 
utilize the lifeline for hours. 

H.R. 498 would improve the lifeline’s 
cybersecurity protections by requiring 
coordination between SAMHSA and the 
chief information security officer with-
in HHS. 

Additionally, this bill would require 
the lifeline administrator and local 
call centers to report any cybersecu-
rity incidents and vulnerabilities to 
SAMHSA as soon as they are identi-
fied. My hope is that this bill would 
help prevent future cyberattacks and 
disruption of services so individuals in 
crisis can access this resource and get 
the help they need. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 498, the 9–8-8 Lifeline Cyberse-
curity Responsibility Act, sponsored by 
my colleagues, Representatives 
CÁRDENAS and OBERNOLTE. 

On July 16, 2022, the 988 lifeline be-
came available to all landline and cell 
phone users to access a network of over 
200 local- and State-funded crisis cen-
ters. The suicide and crisis lifeline is 
there for anyone who is struggling with 
anxiety, depression, or suicidal idea-
tion. 

Since its launch, according to data 
from the Kaiser Family Foundation, 
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the 988 lifeline has received almost 5 
million contacts. Nearly 1 million are 
from the Veterans Crisis Line, a des-
ignated part of 988. The others have 
consisted of 2.6 million calls, almost 
three-quarters of a million chats, and 
more than 600,000 texts. 

In December 2022, the 988 lifeline ex-
perienced a cybersecurity breach, 
which resulted in a daylong outage 
across the country. This lifeline is im-
perative to suicide prevention and uti-
lized by constituents in every one of 
our districts. 

The legislation on the floor today 
would require better coordination and 
reporting on potential cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities within the 988 lifeline 
with the goal of preventing future 
cyberattacks and disruption of serv-
ices. The bill would require coordina-
tion between the lifeline and the chief 
information security officer at the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to prevent cybersecurity attacks. 
The suicide hotline’s regional and local 
network administrators would also be 
required to notify the government of 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities and inci-
dents. Finally, the Government Ac-
countability Office would be required 
to conduct a study evaluating cyberse-
curity risks and vulnerabilities in the 
988 lifeline system. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this impor-
tant bill, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. OBERNOLTE), who is a leader 
of cybersecurity in this Congress and a 
member of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. 

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Kentucky, 
my friend and colleague, for the oppor-
tunity to present my bill, H.R. 498, the 
9–8-8 Lifeline Cybersecurity Responsi-
bility Act. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the CDC, 
in 2022, nearly 50,000 Americans took 
their own lives. This is a shocking and, 
frankly, shameful commentary on the 
state of mental health in this country. 
Mr. Speaker, that amounts to over 100 
suicides a day. 

In response to this growing crisis, in 
2005, Congress authorized the 988 life-
line. 988 is a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week hot-
line that anyone with suicidal 
thoughts can call to be connected to 
counseling and resources. 

In the first year of operation, the 988 
lifeline received nearly 50,000 calls, and 
it has continued to grow in the years 
since then. It has undoubtedly saved 
thousands of American lives. 

Unfortunately, 14 months ago, the 988 
lifeline was taken down by a 
cyberattack on its systems operator. 

Mr. Speaker, every minute that life-
line is offline is the potential for the 
loss of American lives because those 
resources are not available to them. 
This bill is an attempt to solve that 
problem. 

H.R. 498 would require 988 systems 
operators to report cybersecurity vul-

nerabilities and would require the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to coordinate in addressing those 
vulnerabilities. 

The bill would also require the Comp-
troller General to create a study of the 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities on the 
hotline and the ways that those vulner-
abilities can be addressed. 

Mr. Speaker, the 988 lifeline is a vital 
resource for Americans who might be 
having suicidal thoughts or contem-
plating the irrevocable act of taking 
their own lives. This bill is a small step 
in making sure that that lifeline re-
mains available to the Americans who 
are depending on it. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Kentucky for bringing this bill 
forward to the floor, and I respectfully 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ and 
pass this bill to the Senate. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from the State of California 
(Mr. CÁRDENAS) to discuss this bill. 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today—actually, I 
ran over here—as a proud partner with 
my colleague, Representative 
OBERNOLTE, to support the passage of 
the 9–8-8 Lifeline Cybersecurity Re-
sponsibility Act, which would help to 
protect the 988 lifeline from any future 
cyber interference. 

Unfortunately, suicide is the second 
leading cause of death among our 
young people in America. Prior to the 
COVID–19 pandemic, it was the 10th 
leading cause of death in our Nation. 
We need to treat this as the legitimate 
health crisis that it is. 

This is one of the reasons why I be-
lieve there is so much promise in the 
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. Not only 
does the three-digit calling code pro-
vide a 24/7 lifeline to individuals in cri-
sis from anywhere in the United 
States, but it also represents a change 
in the way we think and respond to 
mental illness as something that war-
rants help and support, just like other 
kinds of health conditions. 

b 1630 

Mr. Speaker, 988, in its fullest form, 
is not just a number, but a connection 
to a full mental health crisis response. 

Since I know that I have limited 
time, there is much more to be said, 
but let me tell my colleagues: This is a 
perfect example why the people of 
America send us to Washington, D.C.— 
to come together, to recognize what we 
need to fix, and to come together as 
Republicans and Democrats from both 
sides of the aisle to work together to 
create one of the best systems this 
country and this world will ever know. 

Mr. Speaker, 911 is something that 
any American can take for granted, be-
cause we created that almost 70 years 
ago, where people will call 911, and 
they know somebody is going to come 
and save a life. 

So 988 is exactly what we need to do 
for the American people. That is why I 

am so proud to work with my col-
league, Congressman OBERNOLTE, to 
make sure that we move this forward 
and put our children, our country, our 
families, and our communities in a bet-
ter place in any moment of a mental 
health crisis. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I have visited the 988 
center in my area and seen the dedica-
tion of the providers, and we need to 
make sure that we protect this lifeline 
from cybersecurity risks. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote for this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, this is 
an important bill. We have our two 
good friends from California working 
together across the aisle in a bipar-
tisan way in the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. This is an important bill 
to move forward. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I urge my 
colleagues to support it, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEUSER). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 498, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MEDICAID PRIMARY CARE 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3836) to facilitate direct primary 
care arrangements under Medicaid, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3836 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Medicaid Pri-
mary Care Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CLARIFYING THAT CERTAIN PAYMENT AR-

RANGEMENTS ARE ALLOWABLE 
UNDER THE MEDICAID PROGRAM. 

(a) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in title 
XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 
seq.) shall be construed as prohibiting a State, 
under its State plan (or waiver of such plan) 
under such title (including through a medicaid 
managed care organization (as defined in sec-
tion 1903(m)(1)(A) of such Act)), from providing 
medical assistance consisting of primary care 
services through a direct primary care arrange-
ment with a health care provider, including as 
part of a value-based care arrangement estab-
lished by the State. For purposes of the pre-
ceding sentence, the term ‘‘direct primary care 
arrangement’’ means, with respect to any indi-
vidual, an arrangement under which such indi-
vidual is provided medical assistance consisting 
solely of primary care services provided by pri-
mary care practitioners, if the sole compensation 
for such care is a fixed periodic fee. 

(b) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services shall— 
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(1) convene at least one virtual open door 

meeting to seek input from stakeholders, includ-
ing primary care providers who practice under 
the direct primary care model, state Medicaid 
agencies, and Medicaid managed care organiza-
tions; and 

(2) taking into account such input, issue guid-
ance to States on how a State may implement 
direct primary care arrangements (as defined in 
subsection (a)) under title XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services shall submit to 
Congress a report containing— 

(1) an analysis of the extent to which States 
are contracting with independent physicians, 
independent physician practices, and primary 
care practices for purposes of furnishing medical 
assistance under State plans (or waivers of such 
plans) under title XIX of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.); and 

(2) an analysis of quality of care and cost of 
care furnished to individuals enrolled under 
such title where such care is paid for under a 
direct primary care arrangement (as defined in 
subsection (a)) through a medicaid managed 
care organization (as so defined). 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to alter statutory re-
quirements under the State plan (or waiver of 
such plan) under title XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) for cost-sharing 
requirements or be construed to limit medical as-
sistance solely to those provided under a direct 
primary care arrangement. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support 

the work today of Congressman CREN-
SHAW, a fierce advocate for primary 
care access for patients in this coun-
try. 

Primary care is the backbone of our 
healthcare system, and we know that 
investing now in connecting Americans 
to primary care will keep people 
healthier and save money along the 
way. 

The Medicaid Primary Care Improve-
ment Act is a straightforward bill that 
will help clarify current law to ensure 
that States have the tools and flexi-
bility needed to offer primary care 
services in a variety of manners and 
settings through the Medicaid pro-
gram. 

One way to deliver primary care that 
shows promise is called direct primary 
care. Direct primary care clinics have 
been expanding around the country, 
and allow patients to pay a set amount 
per month for access to a primary care 
doctor to help address the basic need of 
healthcare. 

This legislation makes sure that the 
State could explore an option like this 
for Medicaid enrollees in their State. It 
is a simple yet effective bill, and I be-
lieve it will lead to better outcomes 
and save taxpayers dollars in the long 
run. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3836, the Medicaid Primary Care Im-
provement Act, sponsored by Rep-
resentative CRENSHAW from Texas and 
myself. 

As a primary care physician and a 
Congresswoman, I am excited to see 
the Medicaid Primary Care Improve-
ment Act come to the floor today. 

Allowing Medicaid to utilize the di-
rect primary care model is a huge shift 
in the way that Medicaid patients and 
doctors interact for the better. Direct 
primary care is structurally different 
than traditional care models, because 
it is not designed around fee-for-service 
billing, but, rather, focused entirely on 
providing patients the best care pos-
sible. 

This is made possible by having Med-
icaid pay an affordable monthly fee 
that, in turn, allows doctors with a set 
number of patients the time and flexi-
bility to provide the best possible care 
and the ability to schedule appoint-
ments that are the right length in 
order to provide all of the support 
those patients need for optimal health. 

Some appointments might take 90 
minutes. Some might take 10. In the 
direct primary care model, doctors 
have a number of patients, or a patient 
panel, that they are responsible for 
caring for, and a smaller patient popu-
lation means more time spent on 
things like education, preventative 
care measures, and being able to talk 
through and address critical topics like 
nutrition, exercise, stress, and social 
determinants of health that can’t al-
ways be thoroughly addressed during a 
typical time-limited primary care ap-
pointment. 

In turn, this means better patient un-
derstanding of and involvement in 
their own healthcare, fewer visits to 
the emergency room, and ideally better 
outcomes. Other trials of direct pri-
mary care have shown exactly those 
outcomes. 

Dr. Garrison Bliss is a pioneer in this 
effort, starting up the first direct pri-
mary care practice in Washington 
State in 1997. His last year in practice 
was 2020, the year we were met with 
COVID. He had just 450 patients with 
the average patient in their midsixties. 
Their age put them at an increased 
risk for COVID morbidity and mor-
tality, and patients in this age group 
generally require more care or just a 
smaller-sized panel. 

Not a single one of his patients died 
from COVID during that first year, 
when we still didn’t have vaccinations 

or treatments and we were still learn-
ing about the disease. He credits this 
to the fact that he could reach them, 
and they could reach him readily and 
have conversations about their care 
and talk with them about their COVID 
concerns. 

He could send out newsletters di-
rectly with pertinent information. If 
his patients had a question about 
whether or not to go to the emergency 
room, he was available to give advice 
by being there for his patients. Con-
sulting with him prevented ER visits 
with no compromise in care. 

This model of care deserves to have 
more pilots around the country, hope-
fully with similar results, better out-
comes, lower costs, tighter relation-
ships between doctor and patient, and 
improved patient and physician satis-
faction. 

If these benefits are consistently 
achieved, then all people, no matter 
their level of income or insurance, de-
serve the option of a direct primary 
care model, including Medicaid. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3836. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CRENSHAW), a strong proponent of 
this bill, and one of the strongest pro-
ponents in Congress for primary care. 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of my bill, the Med-
icaid Primary Care Improvement Act. 

I thank both the chair and the rank-
ing member for their support. I also 
thank Representative SCHRIER for 
being such an excellent co-lead and ad-
vocate; and Representatives SMUCKER, 
BLUMENAUER, and PETTERSEN, who con-
tinue to also champion direct primary 
care. 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of attention gets 
paid to the Members who come down 
here and raise their voices and scream 
and yell about all the things they are 
really mad at because they want the 
public to know how mad they are. 
Every once in a while, we can raise our 
voices and wave our arms for some 
good things that we all work on to-
gether just to improve people’s 
healthcare. 

This bill is just that. It is a first step 
for addressing one of the most impor-
tant issues in healthcare, which is ac-
cess. We can promise people health in-
surance, and we can add more money 
to it, but it doesn’t necessarily trans-
late into actual access to a provider. 

Direct primary care is one of the 
easiest and most direct ways to deliver 
primary care to patients. It is a pay-
ment model that makes sense to pa-
tients because it is simple. It is unlim-
ited access to primary care providers 
by paying a monthly fee. It is a win- 
win for both patients and doctors be-
cause it simplifies and guarantees that 
relationship. 

It keeps patients out of costly emer-
gency rooms. It saves money for the 
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entire healthcare system. It encour-
ages more efficient preventative medi-
cine, as well. This means treating 
prediabetes before it becomes diabetes. 
This means treating heart issues before 
they become heart disease. 

The market has already created di-
rect primary care, and it is a model 
that actually thrives in districts like 
mine, where we have doctors like my 
friend, Dr. Glenn Davis, whose direct 
primary care practice saves businesses 
lots of money on their premium pay-
ments and also delivers quality care to 
patients, but, as usual, the government 
has not caught up. 

This bill removes the uncertainty 
about whether Medicaid can pay for di-
rect primary care access and empowers 
States with the necessary guidance to 
provide direct primary care for vulner-
able patients who need it most. 

It is a game changer because many 
Medicaid patients aren’t accessing pri-
mary care right now. They are more 
likely to show up at an ER than sched-
ule regular visits with a primary care 
physician, and ER costs keep going up 
because too many people are not get-
ting the preventative care that they 
need. 

Why? Well, because the truth is a lot 
of primary care doctors simply can’t 
serve Medicaid patients due to low re-
imbursement rates. If we allow States 
to tailor their Medicare programs for 
direct primary care, which this bill 
does, we can fundamentally change 
this dynamic. 

Our legislation is straightforward, 
and it has zero cost. It clarifies that 
current laws don’t prohibit direct pri-
mary care arrangements while offering 
guidance for States that want to use 
direct primary care in their Medicaid 
programs, just like my home State of 
Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I genuinely hope that 
we can push this forward in a truly bi-
partisan way. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers. I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SMUCKER), a member of 
the Ways and Means Committee and a 
good friend of mine. 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Mr. GUTHRIE for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of this bill, the Medicaid Primary Care 
Improvement Act, which I am proud to 
be an original cosponsor of. 

Now, we have heard of the many ben-
efits of direct primary care. Certainly, 
I have seen that in my community, 
where we have many patients accessing 
their care through doctors providing 
direct primary care, which is receiving 
primary care services for a simple, flat 
monthly fee. We have seen that it 
keeps patients out of emergency 
rooms, improves health outcomes, and 
it yields savings. I also believe it will 
yield savings to the Medicaid program 
in this case. 

This bill clarifies that State Med-
icaid programs may include direct pri-
mary care arrangements and, as I said, 
will help vulnerable beneficiaries ac-
cess low-cost and high-quality 
healthcare services. 

I think giving States that flexibility 
is a great step in the right direction as 
well. When State Medicaid programs 
innovate on behalf of their patients, es-
pecially with something like this— 
leveraging value-based care delivery 
models like direct primary care—I 
think patients and taxpayers will be 
the winners. 

I would also mention a bill that I 
have introduced, the Primary Care En-
hancement Act, which would allow pa-
tients or individuals with health sav-
ings accounts to access primary care 
and have that cost be included as a 
qualified expense in the HSA. This will 
be another way to expand access to pri-
mary care. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. GUTHRIE for 
yielding time, and I thank Mr. CREN-
SHAW for his important work on this 
bill. I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, what-
ever we can do to expand affordable 
care, improve healthcare, strengthen 
the doctor-patient relationship, and 
bring down costs is a win for our con-
stituents. That is why I am excited to 
sponsor this bill, the Medicaid Primary 
Care Improvement Act, that allows the 
use of direct primary care. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote for this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate Dr. SCHRIER and all the work that 
she has done, all the work that the two 
gentlemen who spoke as primary spon-
sors have done on this bill. It is a good 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 3836, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3836, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1645 

ACTION FOR DENTAL HEALTH ACT 
OF 2023 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3843) to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize grants to address dental workforce 
needs. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3843 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Action for 

Dental Health Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS TO AD-

DRESS DENTAL WORKFORCE NEEDS. 
Section 340G(f) of the Public Health Serv-

ice Act (42 U.S.C. 256g(f)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2019 through 2023’’ and inserting 
‘‘2024 through 2028’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

3843, the bipartisan Action for Dental 
Health Act led by Representative SIMP-
SON. 

Oral health plays an important role 
in the well-being of all Americans. 

According to the Health Resources 
and Services Administration, we will 
be facing a shortage of close to 9,000 
general dentists and more than 23,000 
dental hygienists over the next 15 
years. 

The Action for Dental Health pro-
gram directs Federal funding to State 
and local organizations to help support 
the dental workforce and improve ac-
cess to care for patients. 

This bill reauthorizes this important 
program for a 5-year period and 
strengthens the impact of existing re-
sources to enhance oral healthcare. 

Advancing early diagnosis and pre-
ventive dental treatments will improve 
the patient care and health outcomes. 
This reauthorization is an important 
step in addressing barriers to oral 
healthcare services. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the underlying bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3843, the Action for Dental Health Act, 
sponsored by Representatives Kelly 
and Simpson. 

Access to oral healthcare is critical 
to ensuring a person’s overall health 
and well-being. Too often, however, 
oral healthcare is overlooked. Tooth 
decay is the most common chronic dis-
ease in both children and adults in the 
United States. In fact, more than one 
in four adults have untreated cavities, 
and nearly half of American adults 
show signs of gum disease. 

Clearly, we need to do more to ex-
pand access to oral healthcare, includ-
ing strengthening the oral healthcare 
workforce. 
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The Action for Dental Health Act 

will reauthorize State oral health 
workforce improvement programs. 
These programs seek to enhance dental 
workforce planning and development 
through the support of innovative pro-
grams that meet the individual needs 
of each funded State. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
this effort to strengthen and expand 
access to oral healthcare. I encourage 
all of my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 3843, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Idaho 
(Mr. SIMPSON), a dentist who is a Mem-
ber of the House, chairman of the sub-
committee on the Appropriations Com-
mittee, and my good friend. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Kentucky for 
yielding, and I thank both the gen-
tleman from Kentucky and the gentle-
woman from Washington for bringing 
this bill to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3843, the bipartisan reauthor-
ization of the Action for Dental Health 
Act of 2023. 

First, I thank my colleague from Illi-
nois, Congresswoman ROBIN KELLY, for 
her continued leadership on this issue. 
I was proud to partner with her in 2018 
when the Action for Dental Health Act 
first passed, and I am pleased to see the 
House of Representatives working 
again in a bipartisan fashion to con-
sider the reauthorization of the Action 
for Dental Health Act. 

Since its implementation, the Action 
for Dental Health Act has improved 
dental care in communities across the 
United States, strengthened the dental 
safety net, and brought disease preven-
tion and education into underserved 
communities. 

This reauthorization is an essential 
step in continuing to address barriers 
to oral healthcare services that still 
exist, like tackling the oral health 
workforce issues and reducing the 
number of adults and children living 
with untreated dental disease. 

As a former dentist in Blackfoot, 
Idaho, I know that the more we can 
provide patients with an early diag-
nosis, the better off our patients and 
our oral healthcare system will be. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Oral 
Health Caucus, I am proud to, once 
again, join Congresswoman KELLY in 
this effort, and I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this critical 
reauthorization so we can continue the 
work to decrease dental health dispari-
ties in communities where better ac-
cess to care is most needed. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
KELLY). 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank you for considering the Action 
for Dental Health Act that I am proud 
to co-lead with Representative MIKE 
SIMPSON. 

The Action for Dental Health Act 
was the first bill I passed when I ar-

rived in Congress, and I am honored to 
see the continuing support for this im-
portant piece of legislation. 

Oral healthcare is a critical part of 
our overall health, and preventive den-
tal care can reduce costs for families 
and helps so many people live better 
lives. 

Oral disease is a common risk factor 
with chronic diseases, such as cardio-
vascular diseases and diabetes. Oral 
health affects our ability to eat, speak, 
and show emotions. It plays a crucial 
role in shaping an individual’s self-es-
teem, academic performance, and at-
tendance at work or school. 

Furthermore, many studies have 
shown a connection between poor oral 
health and increased mortality risk, 
showing that preventative oral 
healthcare not only enhances quality 
of life but also plays a pivotal role in 
promoting longevity and reducing mor-
tality risk. 

Additionally, oral health is an impor-
tant part of perinatal health. Reducing 
bacteria in a woman’s mouth during 
pregnancy can significantly reduce her 
risk of developing oral diseases and 
spreading decay-causing bacteria to 
her baby. Moreover, some evidence sug-
gests that women with periodontal dis-
ease during pregnancy could be at 
greater risk for poor birth outcomes, 
such as preeclampsia, preterm birth, 
and low birthweight. 

Regular preventive dental care is es-
sential for good oral health, so one can 
find problems earlier when they are 
easier to treat and have better out-
comes. Unfortunately, many don’t get 
the care they need. More people are un-
able to afford dental care than other 
types of healthcare. Vulnerable popu-
lations, including children, low-income 
communities, minorities, and the el-
derly are particularly susceptible to 
experiencing limited access to dental 
care, leading to poorer oral health out-
comes. 

We must address the barriers to oral 
healthcare services. By prioritizing 
early diagnosis, intervention, and pre-
ventive dental treatments, we can sig-
nificantly improve the well-being of 
patients and alleviate strain on our 
healthcare system. 

I am proud the Energy and Com-
merce Health Subcommittee, as well as 
the full committee, has recognized the 
urgent need to address this pressing 
challenge for so many Americans. 

The Action for Dental Health Act 
passed the Health Subcommittee and 
the full Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee with unanimous, bipartisan sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I speak now as a pedia-
trician. In addition to limiting chil-
dren’s consumption of sweet drinks and 
frequent snacking on carbohydrates, to 

providing fluoride for all of our pa-
tients, we absolutely need to expand 
the oral healthcare workforce to pro-
vide dental care for our patients. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 3843, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, this is an important piece of legis-
lation. I thank my friends for bringing 
this forward. I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3843, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3843. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

ASSESSMENT OF TRANS-ATLANTIC 
SUBMARINE FIBER OPTIC CABLE 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3385) to direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communica-
tions and Information to submit to 
Congress a report containing an assess-
ment of the value, cost, and feasibility 
of developing a trans-Atlantic sub-
marine fiber optic cable connecting the 
contiguous United States, the United 
States Virgin Islands, Ghana, and Nige-
ria, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3385 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ASSESSMENT OF TRANS-ATLANTIC 

SUBMARINE FIBER OPTIC CABLE. 
(a) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary, 
in consultation with the heads of other Federal 
departments and agencies as necessary, shall 
submit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate a report containing an as-
sessment of the value, cost, and feasibility of a 
trans-Atlantic submarine fiber optic cable con-
necting the contiguous United States, the 
United States Virgin Islands, Ghana, and Nige-
ria, to enhance the national security of the 
United States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include an assessment of— 

(1) the digital security, national security, and 
economic opportunities associated with a trans- 
Atlantic submarine fiber optic cable described in 
subsection (a); 

(2) the lifespan of submarine fiber optic cables 
currently connecting the United States Virgin 
Islands to the contiguous United States; 

(3) the current security of telecommunications 
between the contiguous United States and the 
United States Virgin Islands; 

(4) the readiness of telecommunications infra-
structure in the United States Virgin Islands to 
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support a trans-Atlantic submarine fiber optic 
cable described in subsection (a); 

(5) the potential for engagement with trusted 
entities in the deployment of a trans-Atlantic 
submarine fiber optic cable described in sub-
section (a), and the associated geopolitical and 
economic advantages; 

(6) the potential connectivity opportunities to 
maximize investments in the United States econ-
omy through the use of a trans-Atlantic sub-
marine fiber optic cable described in subsection 
(a); 

(7) the value, cost, and feasibility of estab-
lishing a data center and high-security cloud 
services facility, with independent power gen-
eration, in the United States Virgin Islands for 
communications of the United States Africa 
Command, communications of the United States 
Special Operations Command, and national se-
curity communications; 

(8) the state of submarine fiber optic cables 
connected to United States telecommunications 
infrastructure; and 

(9) any other related matters the Secretary de-
termines are appropriate. 

(c) NO MANDATORY DATA COLLECTION.—The 
Secretary may not require any entity to provide 
data for purposes of preparing the report re-
quired by subsection (a). 

(d) FORM.—The report required by subsection 
(a) shall be submitted in unclassified form with-
out any designation relating to dissemination 
control, but may include a classified annex. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) NOT TRUSTED.—The term ‘‘not trusted’’ 

means, with respect to an entity, that the entity 
is determined by the Secretary to pose an unac-
ceptable risk to the national security of the 
United States, or the security and safety of 
United States persons, based solely on one or 
more determination described under paragraphs 
(1) through (4) of section 2(c) of the Secure and 
Trusted Communications Networks Act of 2019 
(47 U.S.C. 1601(c)). 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 
the Secretary of Commerce, acting through the 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information. 

(3) TRUSTED.—The term ‘‘trusted’’ means, 
with respect to an entity, that the Secretary has 
not determined that the entity is not trusted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentlewoman 
from Washington (Ms. SCHRIER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

3385. This bill would direct the Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information to assess 
the value, cost, and feasibility of devel-
oping a trans-Atlantic submarine fiber 
optic cable connecting the United 
States, the Virgin Islands, Ghana, and 
Nigeria. 

A trans-Atlantic submarine fiber 
optic cable could provide national se-
curity benefits to the United States, 

making this an important issue to 
study. 

I thank the gentlewoman from the 
Virgin Islands and the gentleman from 
Idaho’s First District for leading on 
this important legislation. I also thank 
the ranking member of the full com-
mittee, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey, for his willingness to work with 
Republicans on this legislation in a bi-
partisan way through regular order in 
the committee process. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3385, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 3385, a bill requiring the Na-
tional Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration, the NTIA, to 
assess the value, cost, and feasibility of 
a trans-Atlantic submarine fiber optic 
cable connecting the United States, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, Ghana, and Nige-
ria, and to submit a report to Congress 
with its findings. 

The bill also directs the NTIA to re-
port to Congress on the current state of 
telecommunications connecting the 
U.S. Virgin Islands and the United 
States, including an assessment of the 
lifespan and security of the tele-
communications infrastructure linking 
the two. 

This assessment and report will pro-
vide the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee with vital information on the 
strength and resiliency of communica-
tions infrastructure in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. It will help us determine 
whether the American interests can be 
served by connecting the United States 
and the African Continent with under-
sea cable infrastructure by way of the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 

H.R. 3385 is a critical step to enhance 
American communications security 
and competitiveness around the world. 
In recent years, the United States and 
many allies have recognized the threat 
posed by untrusted Chinese tele-
communications equipment to our own 
national security. 

Thanks to the work of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee and our col-
leagues, we have taken steps to remove 
suspect equipment from the American 
communications networks to protect 
against attacks or sabotage by our ad-
versaries, but this work is not finished 
because network security does not end 
at the water’s edge. 

For decades, China and other adver-
saries have spent considerable time and 
money to deploy suspect telecommuni-
cations equipment and infrastructure 
across the African Continent. The as-
sessment required in this bill is an im-
portant step to understanding the cost 
of securing the connection between the 
United States and our African allies, 
and how best to ensure a critical global 
communications channel is protected 
from the prying eyes of our adver-
saries. 

b 1700 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-

woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms. 

PLASKETT) for her leadership of this 
bill and the gentleman from Idaho (Mr. 
FULCHER) for his partnership in this ef-
fort. 

This legislation is critical to enhanc-
ing our Nation’s national security and 
the security of communications be-
tween the United States and our Afri-
can partners. I look forward to review-
ing the results of NTIA’s assessment 
when it becomes available. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands 
(Ms. PLASKETT), and I thank her for her 
leadership. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington for the opportunity to speak on 
this matter, and I thank my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle for really 
digging into this information and rec-
ognizing the potential national secu-
rity interests as you heard outlined by 
them both. 

There are hundreds of undersea fiber 
optic telecommunications cables link-
ing North America with Europe, South 
America, and a myriad of locations in 
Asia, but not a single undersea fiber 
optic telecommunications cable con-
nects North America with the entire 
African Continent. 

The DiasporaLink Act represents an 
opportunity to establish a high-speed, 
secure telecommunications data con-
nection to Africa and from American 
soil facilitating deepened economic 
connections and aiding American re-
gional security assistance. This link 
will allow America to establish a direct 
digital presence on the continent to 
capitalize on emerging economic op-
portunities, as well as to protect our 
Nation against cyber and military 
threats that may come from the Afri-
can Continent. 

The landing points of Lagos, Nigeria, 
and Accra, Ghana, have been selected 
as part of the study on the continent as 
landing points for the cables. These 
coastal cities are hubs for several un-
dersea cables that connect West Afri-
can nations to Europe and South 
America. Additionally, the strategi-
cally located American Embassies at 
these landing points provide additional 
security for us. 

There are two other nations which 
have been proliferating throughout the 
African Continent at this time. Both of 
those are our adversaries, and it is in-
credibly important that we establish 
our own telecommunications internet 
undersea cable to the continent. 

The first one, which is China, has a 
proliferation of Chinese telecommuni-
cations and military investments 
which is profound and growing. The 
Chinese multinational Huawei has con-
structed roughly 70 percent of Africa’s 
information technology infrastructure. 
China continues to make similar in-
vestments in the Caribbean through its 
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Belt and Road Initiative. No less than 
10 nations have signed agreements of 
various kinds to open their nations up 
to Chinese influence. 

Russia, as well, has developed a 
multipolar world order. Its deployment 
of disinformation and its use of merce-
naries have undermined democratic 
stability and driven conflict on the 
continent of Africa. Moscow’s increas-
ing ambitions to position itself as an 
ally to African countries and stoke 
anti-Western sentiment has assisted to 
turn the continent into a flash point in 
the global strategic competition be-
tween Russia and the West. 

Russia’s support of authoritarian 
governments, including its backing of a 
string of coups in recent years, is un-
dermining the continent’s democratic 
aspirations. Meanwhile, the involve-
ment of Russia’s Wagner Group is driv-
ing conflict, worsening human rights 
abuses, and spurring growing mili-
tarization in governance: Nigeria in 
2023, Mali in 2022, Sudan in 2021, Guinea 
in 2023, Burkina Faso in 2024, all coups 
in the last few years with tremendous 
influence by Russia and China in that. 

The undersea cable linking the Amer-
ican East Coast and Africa via the 
United States Virgin Islands would 
serve as both a national security in-
strument and a digital commerce ex-
pressway to boost America’s global po-
litical, economic, and military advan-
tages. Such undersea cable develop-
ment would facilitate similar links 
that could be developed in the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands which already has links be-
tween the Virgin Islands, South Amer-
ica, and the mainland United States. 

We also need to be clear about the 
minerals that are in Africa that are 
being extracted continually by both 
Russia and China. Niger is the world’s 
seventh largest producer of uranium. 
The Ministry of Mines says that Mali 
has one of the largest deposits of gold, 
and lithium, as well; cobalt in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo; 
Sudan, which also has tremendous min-
erals; and Burkina Faso with bauxite 
and phosphate. These are things being 
exploited by our adversaries on the 
continent, which we must have our own 
dedicated interest in. 

The DiasporaLink Act is an oppor-
tunity to assure that the United States 
can continue its work countering the 
proliferation of Chinese influence in 
the global telecommunications space. 
The use of the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
which not only has those cables, but 
also has a National Guard installation 
on the island of St. Croix with a nearby 
military support airport could expand 
and support that interest, as well. 

I thank the Energy and Commerce 
Committee for reviewing this at the 
subcommittee level, having it go 
through the committee process, the 
regular order process that this House 
so desperately wants, and after work-
ing together, it unanimously coming 
out of committee here to the floor. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this measure for the interest not only 

of our country but for the democracy 
in the African Continent, as well. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 
I just want to emphasize that H.R. 3385 
is a matter of national security. I 
thank Representative PLASKETT for 
painting such a clear picture of that 
risk. For that reason, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, again to 
highlight, H.R. 3385, as stated in the 
bill, the report shall include an assess-
ment of the digital security, the na-
tional security, and the economic op-
portunities associated with a trans-At-
lantic submarine fiber optic cable. This 
is again essential for our security. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of H.R. 
3385, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCORMICK). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
3385, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Commerce to submit to Con-
gress a report containing an assess-
ment of the value, cost, and feasibility 
of a trans-Atlantic submarine fiber 
optic cable connecting the contiguous 
United States, the United States Vir-
gin Islands, Ghana, and Nigeria.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENERGY EMERGENCY LEADERSHIP 
ACT 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3277) to amend the Department of 
Energy Organization Act with respect 
to functions assigned to Assistant Sec-
retaries, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3277 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Energy 
Emergency Leadership Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FUNCTIONS ASSIGNED TO ASSISTANT 

SECRETARIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 

203 of the Department of Energy Organiza-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 7133(a)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(12) Energy emergency and energy secu-
rity functions, including— 

‘‘(A) responsibilities with respect to infra-
structure, cybersecurity, emerging threats, 
supply, and emergency planning, coordina-
tion, response, and restoration; and 

‘‘(B) upon request of a State, local, or trib-
al government or energy sector entity, and 
in consultation with other Federal agencies 
as appropriate, provision of technical assist-

ance, support, and response capabilities with 
respect to energy security threats, risks, and 
incidents.’’. 

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of En-
ergy shall ensure that the functions of the 
Secretary described in section 203(a)(12) of 
the Department of Energy Organization Act 
(as added by this Act) are performed in co-
ordination with relevant Federal agencies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) and the 
gentlewoman from Washington (Ms. 
SCHRIER) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

3277, the Energy Emergency Leadership 
Act. Sponsored by Representatives 
WALBERG and BLUNT ROCHESTER, H.R. 
3277 has strong bipartisan support, 
passing out of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee 48–0 last May. 

The bill is necessary to strengthen 
the Department of Energy’s important 
energy emergency mission. It does so 
by requiring that the well-established 
energy emergency and cybersecurity 
functions at the DOE are organized 
under the leadership of an Assistant 
Secretary confirmed by the Senate. 

This bill amends the Department of 
Energy Organization Act to establish 
in law this Assistant Secretary level of 
leadership at the Department of Ener-
gy’s emergency response and cyberse-
curity functions. 

This bill will ensure the Department 
has focused and accountable leadership 
to protect the public more fully from 
fuel and electricity supply disruptions 
against natural or manmade hazards, 
including emerging threats from our 
foreign adversaries to the Nation’s 
electric grid. 

Under this legislation, the DOE will 
carry out its responsibilities in coordi-
nation with other agencies with im-
proved coordination across the Depart-
ment, better interagency collabora-
tions, and greater accountability to 
the United States Congress. 

Establishing accountable leadership 
of this DOE mission is an important 
step in the face of increased threats, 
vulnerabilities, and interdependencies 
of energy infrastructure and end-use 
systems. 

Protecting energy security requires 
defense in depth. This means a strong 
energy sector, strong State capabili-
ties, and ensuring sector agencies like 
the Department of Energy have the 
tools that they need to respond to en-
ergy emergencies. 

A vote for H.R. 3277 is a vote for en-
suring accountable DOE leadership 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:16 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05MR7.047 H05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH804 March 5, 2024 
over energy emergencies for the benefit 
of public safety and welfare and for 
stronger cybersecurity protections 
within the energy systems. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 3277, the Energy Emergency 
Leadership Act. This is a bipartisan 
bill that passed the House in the 117th 
Congress and is necessary to protect 
our energy grid from cyberattacks. Our 
energy infrastructure and grid have 
seen a number of attacks over the past 
few years from state actors and other 
malicious actors. We must defend our 
grid from cyberattacks. 

H.R. 3277 establishes a new Assistant 
Secretary position at the Department 
of Energy responsible for cybersecurity 
and emergency response issues. H.R. 
3277 would give the new Assistant Sec-
retary jurisdiction over all energy 
emergency and security functions re-
lated to energy supply, infrastructure, 
and cybersecurity. This includes re-
sponsibilities related to coordination, 
response, and restoration. 

Given today’s national security con-
cerns, it is crucial that all of these re-
sponsibilities rest with an Assistant 
Secretary at the Department of En-
ergy, the agency with sector expertise. 

The bill would also vest the Assistant 
Secretary with the authority to pro-
vide DOE technical assistance and sup-
port to State, local, or Tribal govern-
ments upon request, and it would re-
quire the Assistant Secretary and DOE 
to coordinate with other relevant Fed-
eral agencies in carrying out the bill’s 
provisions. 

DOE already does great work to pro-
tect our energy infrastructure. The Of-
fice of Cybersecurity, Energy Security, 
and Emergency Response has been at 
the forefront of protecting our grid and 
coordinating responses to attacks. By 
codifying an Assistant Secretary for 
cybersecurity and emergency response 
issues, this legislation would go a long 
way in helping to protect the Nation’s 
electric infrastructure from hackers 
and other bad actors that attempt to 
disrupt our energy grid and harm our 
economy, our daily lives, and our over-
all national security. 

I commend Representatives BLUNT 
ROCHESTER and WALBERG for their bi-
partisan efforts to protect our energy 
infrastructure. I hope we can continue 
to work together on cybersecurity 
matters moving forward to defend our 
country from the ongoing threat of 
cyberattacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
WALBERG), one of the authors of the 
bill. 

b 1715 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

my friend from South Carolina for 
yielding time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my legislation, H.R. 3277, the Energy 
Emergency Leadership Act. Working 
with my good friend, Representative 
LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER, this bipartisan 
legislation was introduced to help ad-
dress an ever-growing need. 

We live in a world where energy in-
frastructure is constantly facing 
threats. As we become more reliant on 
technology in all aspects of our grid, it 
is important to understand the mag-
nitude of the risks associated with this 
dependence. 

We face the persistent threat of 
cyberattacks, like the Colonial Pipe-
line, which paralyzed multiple regions 
of our country for an entire week in 
2021. Our energy infrastructure is the 
most targeted critical infrastructure 
sector, facing 39 percent of cyber inci-
dents. 

The sophistication and sheer num-
bers of cyberattacks are growing by 
the year, but these aren’t the only 
threats. In addition, our energy sys-
tems have become increasingly more 
complex. They have also become more 
vulnerable to all manner of hazards, in-
cluding natural disasters, physical at-
tacks, and global shortages. According 
to The Wall Street Journal, physical 
attacks on energy infrastructure cata-
pulted by 71 percent from 2021 to 2022. 

We need to make sure the Depart-
ment of Energy is properly equipped to 
combat these threats and respond in 
case of an emergency. 

The FAST Act provided the DOE 
with several new energy security au-
thorities to respond to physical at-
tacks and cyberattacks on our critical 
energy infrastructure. The Trump ad-
ministration built on this authority by 
creating the Office of Cybersecurity, 
Energy Security, and Emergency Re-
sponse, or CESER. 

This legislation would amend the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act 
to require the Secretary of Energy to 
assign energy emergency and energy 
security functions to an Assistant Sec-
retary of CESER, including responsibil-
ities concerning infrastructure and cy-
bersecurity. 

Strengthening our cyber defense and 
emergency response capabilities in the 
energy sector has never been more im-
portant. We must do everything we can 
to protect energy reliability, and this 
bipartisan legislation is a simple yet 
effective step that needs to be taken. 

For too long, the Department of En-
ergy’s emergency functions have long 
been oriented around oil supply shocks, 
but defense and response to physical 
attacks and cyberattacks have not 
been defined as a clear function. This 
can lead to downstream effects causing 
confusion and complications to the De-
partment seeking to address the 
threats. 

This legislation would help elevate 
energy emergency and cybersecurity 

responsibilities as a core function for 
the Department and better protect our 
grid and critical energy infrastructure. 
It would strengthen coordination 
across the Department, ensure more ef-
fective interagency communication, 
and increase accountability to Con-
gress and the American people. 

We live in a modern world with mod-
ern threats requiring modern solutions. 
H.R. 3277 is a necessary response to 
these threats. 

Last Congress, the Energy Emer-
gency Leadership Act passed the House 
with overwhelming support from Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle. Since 
then, threats have only increased; the 
stakes have risen; and there is con-
sensus to get this done. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense legislation. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LATTA). 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 3277, 
the Energy Emergency Leadership Act, 
which is an important step in ensuring 
America’s electrical grid is secure. 

The Energy Emergency Leadership 
Act requires the Department of Energy 
to establish a new Assistant Secretary 
position that has dedicated focus on 
preparing and responding to physical 
attacks and cyberattacks on the grid. 

As co-chair of the bipartisan Grid In-
novation Caucus, I am encouraged that 
we have this opportunity to highlight 
the great bipartisan work emerging 
from the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee. 

Dedicated leadership and coordina-
tion are necessary for ensuring secu-
rity. Our electrical grid is fundamental 
to our everyday lives, and protecting 
the grid from both cyber and physical 
attacks is a cause that deserves our 
full attention. 

It is too easy to take for granted the 
reliability of our power grid and the 
stability and safety it provides for us 
every single day. Without this infra-
structure, we would not be able to stay 
connected with loved ones, heat and 
light our homes, or engage in everyday 
commerce that keeps our economy 
moving and workers employed. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Michigan and the gentlewoman 
from Delaware for leading this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Energy Emergency Leader-
ship Act to strengthen the resilience of 
our power grids, fortify the United 
States’ national security, and protect 
American families. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, energy 
security should be handled by the De-
partment of Energy. This is important 
for our national security. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bipar-
tisan bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself the balance of my time. 
Mr. Speaker, it is an important time 

to address cybersecurity in this Na-
tion. The energy infrastructure that we 
have is vulnerable. The gentleman 
from Michigan mentioned the Colonial 
Pipeline incident, which affected my 
State of South Carolina. 

Republicans generally aren’t about 
growing government, creating new po-
sitions, and whatever, but it is impor-
tant to raise this to the level of Assist-
ant Secretary to put the emphasis 
where the Nation needs it to be at the 
Department of Energy. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) and the 
gentlewoman from Delaware (Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER) for authoring this 
bill. I thank the minority on the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, as well 
as the majority members, for sup-
porting this through the full com-
mittee, and I would love for all of my 
colleagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. DUNCAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3277. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
VENEZUELA—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118–114) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13692 of March 8, 2015, with re-
spect to the situation in Venezuela is 
to continue in effect beyond March 8, 
2024. 

The situation in Venezuela continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For 
this reason, I have determined that it 

is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13692 with respect to the situation in 
Venezuela. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 5, 2024. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
THE MEXICO-UNITED STATES 
INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h, 
clause 10 of rule I, and the order of the 
House of January 9, 2023, of the fol-
lowing Members on the part of the 
House to the Mexico-United States 
Interparliamentary Group: 

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Oregon 
Mr. MIKE GARCIA, California 
Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ, Texas 
Ms. ESCOBAR, Texas 
Mr. CARBAJAL, California 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 24 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. VAN ORDEN) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Motions to suspend the rules with re-
spect to the following measures: 

H.R. 3391; 
H.R. 3838; and 
Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 

the Journal, if ordered. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

GABRIELLA MILLER KIDS FIRST 
RESEARCH ACT 2.0 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3391) to extend the Gabriella 
Miller Kids First Pediatric Research 
Program at the National Institutes of 
Health, and for other purposes, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 384, nays 4, 
not voting 44, as follows: 

[Roll No. 60] 

YEAS—384 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 

Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 

Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
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Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Posey 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 

Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Sykes 

Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Turner 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—4 

Brecheen 
Massie 

Norman 
Roy 

NOT VOTING—44 

Aderholt 
Allred 
Bishop (NC) 
Carl 
Ciscomani 
Cloud 
Crockett 
Curtis 
De La Cruz 
Donalds 
Fallon 
Fletcher 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia, Robert 
Gomez 

Gonzales, Tony 
Gosar 
Greene (GA) 
Grijalva 
Hunt 
Jackson Lee 
Kaptur 
Kim (NJ) 
Lamborn 
Lee (CA) 
Luna 
Meng 
Mooney 
Moran 
Murphy 

Nehls 
Phillips 
Porter 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Schiff 
Self 
Sewell 
Swalwell 
Torres (CA) 
Trone 
Valadao 
Veasey 
Waters 

b 1857 

Mr. NORMAN changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 60. 

f 

PREVENTING MATERNAL DEATHS 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3838) to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize Federal support of States in their 
work to save and sustain the health of 
mothers during pregnancy, childbirth, 

and the postpartum period, to elimi-
nate disparities in maternal health 
outcomes for pregnancy-related and 
pregnancy-associated deaths, to iden-
tify solutions to improve health care 
quality and health outcomes for moth-
ers, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 12, 
not voting 38, as follows: 

[Roll No. 61] 

YEAS—382 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 

Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 

Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 

Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 

Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Posey 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 

Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—12 

Biggs 
Brecheen 
Clyde 
Crane 

Good (VA) 
Massie 
Mast 
McClintock 

Norman 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Steube 

NOT VOTING—38 

Aderholt 
Allred 
Bishop (NC) 
Carl 
Cloud 
Crockett 
Curtis 
De La Cruz 
Donalds 
Fallon 
Fletcher 
Garcia, Robert 
Gomez 

Gonzales, Tony 
Gosar 
Greene (GA) 
Grijalva 
Hunt 
Jackson Lee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lamborn 
Lee (CA) 
Luna 
Meng 
Mooney 
Moran 

Nehls 
Phillips 
Porter 
Rogers (AL) 
Schiff 
Self 
Sewell 
Swalwell 
Torres (CA) 
Valadao 
Veasey 
Waters 

b 1905 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. ALLRED. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 

during the time of votes. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 60, 
H.R. 3391, Gabriella Miller Kids First Re-
search Act 2.0 and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 61, 
H.R. 3838, Preventing Maternal Deaths Reau-
thorization Act of 2023. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present to cast my votes on rollcall 60 and 
rollcall 61 today. Had I been present, I would 
have voted yea on rollcall 60 and yea on roll-
call 61. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, due to events in 
California, I was unfortunately unable to cast 
my vote for legislation considered on the 
House floor today. Had I been able to be 
present, I would have voted according to the 
following: ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 3391—Gabriella Mil-
ler Kids First Research Act 2.0, as amended; 
and ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 3838—Preventing Maternal 
Deaths Reauthorization Act of 2023, as 
amended. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I send to 
the desk a privileged concurrent reso-
lution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 93 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the two Houses of 
Congress assemble in the Hall of the House 
of Represenatives on Thursday, March 7, 
2024, at 9 p.m., for the purpose of receiving 
such communication as the President of the 
United States shall be pleased to make to 
them. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 902 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to remove the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
MANNING) as a cosponsor of H. Res. 902. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 4506 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that I may 
hereafter be considered the first spon-
sor of H.R. 4506, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative JOHNSON of 
Ohio, for the purpose of adding cospon-

sors and requesting reprintings pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID AND NAT-
ALIE BROYLES AND BACK YARD 
BURGERS 
(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I re-
mind Members it is a little crowded 
back there, but we have a few more 
seats down front if you all want to 
come down here. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the 
folks at Back Yard Burgers, which re-
cently closed its doors after 35 wonder-
ful years. 

The managing partners, David and 
Natalie Broyles, are a dynamic duo. 
They are a wonderful couple and loving 
parents to their kids, Kelsey and John, 
and great business partners. 

When I was county mayor, I would 
host employee appreciation luncheons 
for my staff. We would always eat Back 
Yard Burgers because they were deli-
cious, and I knew it would put a smile 
on my employees’ faces. 

I also saw David and Natalie at my 
nephew Charlie’s football games, where 
their son played as well. We would sit 
together in the stands and hurl insults 
at the referees when they made bad 
calls. 

David and Natalie used Back Yard 
Burgers to serve the community in lots 
of different ways. They hosted the 
Back Yard Burgers Bowl, which was a 
football game between Alcoa High 
School and the Christian Academy of 
Knoxville. They would donate a $1,000 
scholarship to each school for a grad-
uating senior that year and also raised 
funds for the Knoxville Area Rescue 
Ministries. 

They also held a pillow fight event 
one year to collect pillows for the 
Knoxville Area Rescue Mission and col-
lected over 600 pillows for them. 

The Knoxville community will miss 
Back Yard Burgers. I wish David and 
Natalie the best in their retirement, as 
well as everyone else who is moving on 
to the next chapter in their lives. 

f 

b 1915 

PRESIDENT BIDEN AND HOUSE 
DEMOCRATS 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss the great work of 
President Biden and the House Demo-
crats. 

We are putting people over politics to 
grow the middle class. 

We have created better-paying jobs 
and continue to make communities 
safer. 

We have capped the price of insulin 
at $35 per month for seniors, and we are 
working to make that price set for all 
diabetics. 

We continue to grow the middle class 
with investments in infrastructure and 
investments in technologies to prevent 
climate change. 

We are working to make corporations 
and the wealthiest 1 percent of Ameri-
cans pay their fair share in taxes. 

We passed the first gun safety law in 
a generation, and we will keep fighting 
to keep guns out of the hands of dan-
gerous people. 

In addition, we want women to make 
their own reproductive healthcare 
choices, and we will continue to put 
people over politics in all our policy 
choices. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BOB HOUGHTON 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
remarkable career of Bob Houghton. 

Bob is a giant in Georgia broad-
casting and has worked with over 500 
Georgia television and radio stations 
during the span of his career. 

Bob is retiring as president of the 
Georgia Association of Broadcasters, a 
position he has held since 2012. 

Although born and raised in Chicago, 
Bob chose to make Georgia his home. 

Bob has been a live announcer for 
college football, baseball, and basket-
ball in Georgia. He fondly refers to the 
University of Georgia as his ‘‘adopted 
college’’ and served for several years on 
the Grady College Board of Trust be-
fore being named a Grady Fellowship 
Recipient in 2022. 

During his career, Bob has held man-
agement positions at WGST radio, 
CBS, Georgia Public Broadcasting, and 
he has advocated extensively for the 
continuation of AM radio. 

Bob has earned a tremendous amount 
of respect in his field, and I hope you 
join me in congratulating him on a 
well-earned retirement. 

f 

REMEMBERING DANIEL HANTMAN 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life of a man 
with a big heart: Daniel Hantman. 

Dan was a lawyer, leader, and tireless 
civic volunteer—earning him the title 
of ‘‘Mr. Riverside.’’ 

I was one of many people who knew 
Dan, who knew that friendly smile and 
his deep unshakeable desire to make 
his community a better place. 

He embodied that commitment of 
‘‘tikkun olam,’’ meaning ‘‘repairing 
the world.’’ 

He volunteered his time in so many 
ways: from serving on civic boards at 
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the Chamber of Commerce to picking 
up litter in a big sombrero. He made 
our little corner of the world a better 
place, and for that, I am one of many 
in Riverside who will miss him deeply. 

My thoughts are with his family, 
friends, and our community. May his 
memory be a blessing. 

f 

WORK STUDY VOTING SCHEME 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the 
Biden administration is desperate to 
shore up support before the November 
election. 

It is so desperate, in fact, it has an-
nounced its intent to co-opt the Fed-
eral Work-Study Program and begin 
paying college students to register vot-
ers and to work at the polls. 

That is right, the Federal Govern-
ment will be handing out cold, hard 
cash for students to scoop up votes. 

Vice President HARRIS in recent re-
marks billed this scheme as non-
partisan and one that will promote 
voter participation for students. No-
body is buying that pitch, Madam 
Speaker. 

Here is the truth: The Biden adminis-
tration is turning the Federal Work- 
Study Program into a vote-buying 
sweepstakes. 

Enough with the smoke and mirrors 
already. The American people are not 
fooled. 

f 

HONORING TERRY BRIGGS 

(Ms. BUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BUSH. Madam Speaker, St. 
Louis and I rise in honor of the life and 
legacy of Bridgeton, Missouri, mayor, 
Terry Briggs. 

Mayor Briggs was a loving husband, 
father, and dedicated public servant. 
As a three-term mayor of Bridgeton in 
St. Louis County, he cared deeply 
about his community and those in it. 

One issue we worked together on was 
the cleanup of Manhattan Project 
waste dumped in Westlake Landfill and 
surrounding areas. Together, we fought 
not only for the cleanup of this waste 
but also for compensation for those im-
pacted. 

Mayor Briggs was also a champion 
for the rights of those living with dis-
abilities. He worked to ensure that ev-
eryone was treated with dignity and 
given the resources to thrive through 
his service on the Productive Living 
Board, Special Olympics Board, Special 
School District Board of Education, 
and the Municipal League of Metro St. 
Louis. 

Mayor Briggs was deeply loved, and 
his legacy will live on through the lives 
he has touched. My heart goes out to 
Mayor Briggs’ family and friends and 
all of Bridgeton. May he rest in peace. 

BIDENOMICS ONGOING FAILURE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Dur-
ing the State of the Union speech on 
Thursday, Biden will falsely claim that 
his policies are working, but in reality, 
Bidenomics is a failure. 

When Biden took office, inflation was 
1.4 percent. Since then, inflation has 
risen by nearly 18 percent. 

Inflation is a tax on all families pay-
ing more for goods and services since 
Biden took office, including: electricity 
up 29 percent; food up 21 percent; auto 
insurance up 21 percent—just to name 
a few basic examples. 

Americans for Prosperity reveals the 
truth at Bidenomics.com. 

House Republicans led by Speaker 
MIKE JOHNSON will continue fighting to 
reduce inflation and create jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
moves from the Afghanistan safe haven 
to America. We do not need new border 
laws; we need to enforce existing laws. 
Biden shamefully opens borders for dic-
tators as more 9/11 attacks across 
America are imminent, as warned by 
the FBI. 

f 

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, as students sat criss-
cross apple sauce intently listening, I 
began reading ‘‘The Very Hungry Cat-
erpillar’’ by Eric Carle. 

The book was about a caterpillar 
that continued eating and eventually 
built a cocoon. 

He pushed his way out as a beautiful 
butterfly. 

Read Across America encourages 
educators and parents to highlight the 
significance and fun of reading. 

March is National Reading Month. 
Madam Speaker, Ms. Sarah Joyner, a 

former student of mine is the teacher 
of this fantastic class. Ms. Sarah’s 
class is as beautiful as a butterfly. I am 
so proud of Ms. Sarah for devoting her-
self to her students and transforming 
their lives for over 30 years. 

I congratulate Sarah on a successful 
teaching career and her upcoming re-
tirement. 

f 

ENFORCING IMMIGRATION LAWS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 
maybe soon we will actually get seri-
ous about enforcing our border and the 
immigration mess we have down there. 

We see what is happening with sanc-
tuary cities, and certainly, Mayor 

Adams from New York City is feeling 
the heat on that, as well, and actually 
starting to talk the right language. 

On top of that we have San Francisco 
that is not only fully embracing illegal 
alien sanctuary but starting this No-
vember—get this—they will let illegal 
aliens vote in their local school board 
elections. 

Right. 
So how can we even think that that 

is constitutional? How is that going to 
make San Francisco elections and the 
legislators they would send to Wash-
ington, D.C., or Sacramento in the eyes 
of the voters in the rest of the country, 
how do they have confidence in that? 

Texas can’t enforce their laws on ille-
gal immigration invasions into their 
State, but San Francisco can ignore 
Federal law and allow illegal aliens to 
vote in their local elections and set up 
ultimately to legitimize them in their 
eyes to vote in Federal elections? That 
will lead to this body having to invali-
date their elections for Congress and 
Senate and for the White House. 

f 

AIRDROPPED HUMANITARIAN AID 
IN GAZA 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to raise awareness of not only the des-
perate humanitarian situation in Gaza, 
but also, the fact that Israeli hostages 
that probably number over 100 have not 
been freed by Hamas. 

Every means at our disposal, includ-
ing U.S. sea and airdrops, should be 
airlifted to get all necessary aid to ci-
vilian populations trapped and in dire 
need of supplies. 

I applaud the Biden administration’s 
new mission to airdrop food and other 
aid directly into Gaza in collaboration 
with our Jordanian allies and in co-
operation with Israeli forces. 

If our Nation could lead the Berlin 
airlift following World War II, surely 
we can ease the suffering as we urge a 
truce and work with our allies toward 
a two-state solution. 

I include in the RECORD a proposal 
for a negotiated truce and a two-state 
solution that will allow for rebuilding. 

[From the Blade, Jan. 31, 2024] 

GUEST ESSAY: ESTABLISHING ‘GAZA-PALES-
TINIAN PROTECTORATE’ WOULD GO A LONG 
WAY 

(By U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur) 

Halfway around the world, the war between 
Hamas’ terrorist units and Israel is a pierc-
ing global tragedy. It demands a global re-
sponse. Yet, ‘‘Peace and Justice’’ have elud-
ed solution in this troubled region for over a 
century. It will be even harder to achieve 
after this conflagration ends. The extraor-
dinary death toll will resound for genera-
tions forward. How does one create a lasting 
peace borne of such fierce, enduring hatreds? 

The invasion Hamas’ fighters launched 
from Palestinian Gaza into Israel on Oct. 7, 
2023 broke the cease-fire that had tensely 
hung over that very troubled region. More 
than 1,200 innocent Israeli civilians were 
slaughtered in a barbaric attack, with more 
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than 100 Israeli and some American hostages 
still remaining in captivity. More than 
250,000 Israelis were evacuated and displaced 
from their homes. In Gaza, 1.7 million 
Gazans have subsequently been displaced 
with Hamas health officials claiming more 
than 25,000 civilians dead, and more than 
60,000 injured with two-thirds of the victims 
being women and children. 

How does any army defeat a hostile enemy 
positioned amidst a civilian population and 
underground in a vast ‘‘bunker city’’ with 
miles of interconnected tunnels, dug for pur-
poses of war, not peace? 

Over 140,000 Hezbollah terrorist forces sup-
plied by Iran, are positioned in southern Leb-
anon, shooting rockets down on Israel now. 
It is no accident Yemen’s terrorist Houthi 
adherents, also supplied by Iran, have been 
purposefully shelling private cargo ships as 
well as targeting U.S. naval vessels in the 
Red Sea to disrupt global trade in this con-
flicted region. Russia’s role in exacerbating 
resurgent unrest was made clear when top 
Gen. Sergei Shoigu recently visited Iran. 
And a Hamas delegation was in Moscow not 
long after it attacked Israel. 

Across the Middle East, a spiderweb of ter-
rorism is hastening, hell-bent on evil. Ira-
nian drones and missiles are being used 
against Ukraine, Israel, the United States, 
and our allies in Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, and 
Jordan. North Korean missiles are likewise 
in use against Ukraine. The global distinc-
tion between tyranny and liberty could not 
be clearer. The world community of nations 
must not allow terrorist forces enabled by 
Iran and Russia to foment unrest and car-
nage. The sacred boundaries of nations must 
be respected, defended, and enforced. 

The history of the Middle East instructs 
that former adversarial nations can make 
peace among themselves. For nearly five 
decades, dating back to my days of service in 
the Carter administration, proposals for a 
two-State solution have been advanced for 
Israel and Palestine. 

Ironically, the depth and brutality of this 
present conflict may create an opening for a 
far-reaching solution. If the world commu-
nity could spend as much money on peace as 
it has on war, both the Israelis and Palestin-
ians could have thriving homelands, 

To move forward, I propose that the United 
Nations, or a coalition of willing nations, 
begin to negotiate a ‘‘Gaza-Palestinian Pro-
tectorate.’’ The parties involved should aim 
to negotiate a long-lasting solution to the 
conflict in Gaza, address challenges in the 
West Bank, and divide the contested terri-
tory securing their existence with an Inter-
national Multilateral Security Force to sep-
arate warring factions. 

If the civilized world could achieve this 
with a divided Korea, why not with Palestine 
and Israel? 

The goals of the Protectorate would be 
fourfold: 

1) an international coalition of nations 
should be assembled and involved in orga-
nizing its administration and staffing; 

2) Gaza would be demilitarized of weapons, 
war, tunnels, and fortifications; 

3) Hamas would have no role, politically, 
administratively, or economically; 

4) Palestinians from Gaza should be in-
volved in the administration of the Protec-
torate’s on-site operations, including its po-
lice forces. 

The Protectorate would have three imme-
diate tasks. The first would be to quickly se-
cure resources and provide food, water, shel-
ter, and medical care to the almost 2.3 mil-
lion people of Gaza. 

The second is to provide an international 
military coalition that can demilitarize 
Gaza as quickly as possible. Gaza must never 
again be a threat to its neighbors. 

The third is to physically separate Gaza 
and Israel, by creating a demilitarized zone 
between the two, that is virtually impen-
etrable, as is the DMZ between North and 
South Korea. As part of the separation, the 
infrastructure to provide water, sewage 
treatment, and energy needed by Gaza 
should be located in Gaza and staffed by the 
people of Gaza. 

One of the long-term missions could be to 
rebuild what is now a destroyed area under a 
new vision of peace and prosperity. Gaza has 
many undeveloped resources, the primary of 
which is its land and location. While small in 
size, Gaza is located in one of the most at-
tractive parts of the Mediterranean, with 
miles of undeveloped, beautiful beaches that 
could become a recreational center of the re-
gion. 

With peace and stability, Gaza could be-
come a financial and economic hub that at-
tracts capital and businesses from around 
the world. Gaza and the West Bank have the 
thousands of workers needed to rebuild what 
has been destroyed along with necessary 
staff to renew the economy. A ‘‘Gaza Devel-
opment Authority’’ as part of the Protec-
torate could create and administer a long- 
term development plan to bring prosperity 
and transparency that would forestall the 
corruption that so often accompanies unfet-
tered development, 

Hope must arise from this cruel war. Old 
diplomacy, and old solutions should be 
shelved. They should be replaced with a for-
ward-looking approach that could bring 
peace, justice, and prosperity to this war- 
torn region. Succeeding would give hope to a 
civilized world that hungers for peace in 
these troubled lands. 

Ms. KAPTUR. The U.S. is prepared to 
continue airdrops if we can work with 
our allies to achieve it by sea or air. 
The world community can help. 

We have a moral obligation to 
achieve and to assure the release of 
hostages and sustainment of life for 
those who are innocent on the ground. 

f 

CELEBRATING WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, as a 
father of two intelligent, independent, 
compassionate daughters, it is with 
great respect that I rise today to cele-
brate Women’s History Month and its 
2024 theme ‘‘Women Who Advocate for 
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion.’’ 

This year, I would like to honor a 
true leader of northwest Indiana, Dr. 
Vanessa Allen-McCloud, who has 
served as president and CEO of the 
Urban League of Northwest Indiana for 
more than a decade. 

In this role, Dr. Allen-McCloud works 
to promote services to improve social, 
educational, and economic opportuni-
ties for African Americans and other 
minority groups throughout northwest 
Indiana. 

Under her leadership, the Urban 
League continues to grow and succeed 
and has become an outstanding source 
of support for many individuals and or-
ganizations. 

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate 
Women’s History Month, please join 
me in recognizing the dedication and 

contributions of Dr. Vanessa Allen- 
McCloud and all of the extraordinary 
women who continue to make our com-
munities more equal, diverse, and in-
clusive. 

f 

WE NEED IMMIGRANTS 

(Mr. KHANNA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KHANNA. Madam Speaker, it is 
time that we have a real solution for 
having high-skilled immigrants help 
with our national security. 

That is why I, as a cosponsor of the 
EAGLE Act, am going to introduce it 
and attach it to the National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

The reality is we need immigrants to 
help build some of the critical tech-
nology that is going to keep us ahead 
of China and keep our military strong 
and our industrial base strong. 

The EAGLE Act benefits all Amer-
ican workers by lifting the arbitrary 
per country green card cap to bring 
down the decades-long backlog. 

It also will help end H–1B visa abuse 
by foreign outsourcing corporations, as 
these visas undercut wages. 

It is time to pass the EAGLE Act, at-
tach it to national defense, and make 
it a national security issue. 

f 

b 1930 

OUT-OF-CONTROL NATIONAL DEBT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CHAVEZ-DEREMER). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 9, 
2023, the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker, 
we are actually going to try three 
things tonight, and I apologize to any-
one who doesn’t like math or com-
plexity. Originally, I promised I was 
going to do something simpler tonight, 
and let’s just say it didn’t work out. 

The three things we are going to try 
doing this evening: One, I want to 
spend a few minutes talking about 
folklore. The things we get as Members 
of Congress—this is both for the folks 
on the left and the right—the com-
ments we get, things people believe, 
and I want to walk through a little bit 
of that. I want to do sort of an update 
status on what is happening finan-
cially. Then I am going to broach a 
subject that is really uncomfortable, 
and that is going to be talking about 
the future. I am going to talk about 
fertility rates and what that means to 
being able to finance Social Security 
and other things. 

For anyone who does not like math, 
please just go watch something on 
Netflix right now. 

A couple weeks ago, I did a whole 
presentation on the work we have done 
on what it takes financially to save So-
cial Security. One of the things I have 
been genuinely angry about—and I 
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have been angry about it for years—is 
the left uses Social Security as a weap-
on, and our folks are terrified to talk 
about it because every time we talk 
about trying to save it, we get at-
tacked. Then my brothers and sisters 
on the left will say: Just raise the cap. 

We have shown the math. We had two 
Ph.D. economists spend months work-
ing out the math, and raising the caps 
doesn’t get you anywhere close to sta-
bilizing it. 

There is the immortality of this 
place being willing to double senior 
poverty in 9 years. You do understand, 
even if you raise the caps—I showed 
the math—that you are still having 
about a $400 billion shortfall in the 
first year. If you did all the taxes, you 
might cut that down to a $250 billion or 
$300 billion shortfall. 

Today’s math says the average cou-
ple in 2034 will take a $17,400 cut. We 
will double senior poverty. 

Is that a Republican or Democrat 
perversity? I will just argue it is a 
moral one. 

Why can’t we actually work on the 
math? When I chaired the Sub-
committee on Social Security, every 
time I tried to do a roomful of actu-
aries and those things, my brothers and 
sisters on the left found more joy in 
the politics, because it is a powerful 
issue. 

It is absolutely immoral what we are 
doing. There is this concept of a black 
swan. That is something that sneaks 
up on you and blows you up. There is 
this concept of a white swan. You see it 
coming, and you don’t do anything. 

We have the actuary reports in front 
of us. I know this is a math-free zone, 
so one of first things I want to walk 
through is the concept of—when I did 
the speech a couple weeks ago, it had a 
couple hundred thousand views on 
YouTube. God bless. Yea. Then you 
read through the comments. Those of 
us in Congress know that about half 
our comments are bots. A lot of them 
are Russian bots, which is hysterical. 
When you read through some of them, 
they say: They stole my Social Secu-
rity money. 

Okay. Let’s do math and sort of walk 
through this because this is really im-
portant to understand. The Social Se-
curity trust fund built up, built up, 
built up, particularly with the baby 
boomers, because there was a popu-
lation bubble that actually built up 
those tax receipts. It had $3 trillion or 
$4 trillion in it. Now that has rolled 
over. 

No one stole the money. What hap-
pened was, you don’t just let the cash 
sit there. The cash was actually loaned 
to the Treasury, and the Treasury 
gives a T bill, a type of Treasury bond, 
just like if you walked into your bank 
and said: I want a U.S. T bill. 

Same thing. Twice a year, the Treas-
ury pays interest. 

The problem right now, when you 
hear many of us get behind these 
microphones and talk about the Social 
Security trust fund getting emptied, is 

the amount of tax receipts that come 
in. Your FICA tax every month doesn’t 
cover all the checks that are going out. 
Every month, they have to take a little 
bit of one of their T bills, Treasury 
bills, and hand it to the Treasury and 
say: We need some cash. We need some 
cash. Give us some cash so we can 
make this month’s Social Security 
payments. 

Every time they do that, they use up 
a little bit of that savings account. It 
is that savings account, the trust fund, 
that is emptied in 2033 or 2034. 

The Social Security trust fund, just 
like the transportation trust fund, just 
like the airline trust fund, all the trust 
funds that are borrowed from, they are 
paid interest. 

I am going to get this wrong. Treas-
ury pays interest twice a year to the 
Social Security trust fund. I think last 
month may have been $30 billion, $40 
billion. The mean interest rate is right 
about market. 

For everyone who says: They stole 
my money. 

It is there. The average couple will 
get about a $70,000, $72,000 spiff. The 
money they pay into Social Security 
over their lifetime, the average will get 
about $70,000, $72,000. 

Now, understand, that is a crap rate 
of return. If 20 years ago, when it was 
being discussed, you had been able to 
take a little sliver of that money and 
put it in the market, you would have 
had a ginormous—I love that word—a 
larger rate of return. 

The politics of that became toxic. 
There were lots of campaigns saying: 
You are trying to privatize. 

Okay. That world is gone. It is Medi-
care that actually has the huge prob-
lem of for every dollar you put in, you 
get almost $5 back. Social Security, 
you get pretty much the money you 
put in. Crappy rate of return, but you 
get that back. That is the first folklore 
I wanted to go over. 

Number two, you saw in the com-
ments: Why aren’t there people there? 

If this room was full as I am giving 
this presentation, we have got a prob-
lem. When you are sitting in this 
room—this is for voting. This is for de-
bating. This is not necessarily where 
you do your work. You do your work in 
your meetings, in your subcommittees 
and your primary committees. When 
you see the room empty, this is how it 
is supposed to be. 

Now, when you have an idiot like me 
behind one of these mikes, you are 
probably on a thousand televisions. A 
lot of these presentations I do, I am as 
much here to talk to staff and try to 
educate them on what is going on in 
the math. That is actually one of the 
things you look for. 

Another one, I have this neighbor—a 
wonderful guy—loves screwing with 
me. About every 6 weeks, he sends me 
this text message with this article that 
is completely fake. He says: David, why 
do you get 100 percent of your pension? 
You got it on the first day. Why do you 
run again? 

None of that is true. That is all made 
up. For, I think, 25, 30 years, the pen-
sion system we have is pretty much 
identical to the forest ranger. 

The only reason I say those things is 
I believe, when you see those sort of 
comments and posts and other things, 
it is an attempt to distract, an attempt 
to avoid dealing with what is really 
going on around us. 

One of the points I wanted to go to 
tonight is what is happening. The econ-
omy is actually fairly decent right 
now. GDP growth is fairly decent. How-
ever, I want to make a point, because 
we did the math just before coming to 
the floor. We are what, 5 months into 
the fiscal year? We have added $1.243 
trillion in that 5 months. 

My current math is of right now 
about every 123 to 125 days, at the cur-
rent borrowing per day, we are adding 
another trillion dollars. This is in a 
time when the economy is pretty good. 
Since October 1, right now we are bor-
rowing about $7.9 billion every day. 
You have got to understand what that 
ultimately means to us, because it has 
actually been accelerating. I think on 
Friday we set our all-time record. I 
think we were up to borrowing $95,000 a 
second. 

Almost 100 percent of that growth is 
interest—you are going to see this over 
and over in the charts—interest and 
healthcare costs. It is Medicare. It is 
things that we are not allowed to talk 
about. They are on autopilot. If it con-
tinues, my math says we are heading 
toward about a $2.6, $2.7 trillion borrow 
this year, in a year where the economy 
is doing fairly well. If today’s math 
held up, you do realize you are broach-
ing $3 trillion. 

Now, I am hoping we are going to 
have really good April tax receipts. 
That means right now, if you take 
where we are at and average it, from 
the first day of this fiscal year, for the 
5 months, right now our math is $2.9 
trillion for this year borrowed. That is 
substantially higher than CBO pre-
dicted 6 weeks ago, and that is right off 
the Treasury’s website. 

Let’s actually walk through reality 
and try to understand. My personal 
theory is we have lots of crazy con-
versations around here because we are 
desperate to avoid telling the public, or 
even ourselves, the truth. Every single 
dollar you and I, as Members of Con-
gress, vote on is borrowed. Every single 
dollar we vote on is borrowed. The way 
we are going this year, every single 
dollar we vote on is borrowed plus 
maybe a trillion dollars of Medicare 
will be borrowed. We don’t get to vote 
on that. That is on autopilot. 

My point is trying to understand how 
much—now, this number is no longer 
about 73 percent; we think it is actu-
ally approaching 75 percent—will be on 
mandatory because of the growth of in-
terest. 

We made this board a couple days 
ago, and then it popped, so it wasn’t 
$93,000, it was almost $95,000 a second, 
but I didn’t want to waste the ink and 
print a new one. 
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Why do the second? Because it is un-

derstandable. Let’s be brutally honest. 
How many of us can see 12 zeros in our 
head? One of my great sins in trying to 
communicate my stress about this, my 
fear is I am up here saying: It is a tril-
lion dollars. No one knows what the 
hell a trillion dollars is. It is 12 zeros. 
Every second, we borrow substantially 
more than the average wage of Ameri-
cans. Maybe that hits home. 

Let’s actually walk through what is 
going on, and then my sarcasm here is 
going to be my anger at myself, my 
brothers and sisters here, particularly 
on the left, but also on the right. We 
have been debating and fighting over 
things that don’t even qualify as a 
day’s borrowing. We bring this place to 
its knees. We remove a Speaker, we do 
this and that, and then you realize the 
amount of dollars being fought over 
only equal a couple days’ worth of bor-
rowing. Darn it, it got us on television. 
I got to raise some money on the inter-
net. It is that type of false prophet 
that I will argue is our demise, because 
if I can get you to fixate on the shiny 
objects, you are never going to be will-
ing to absorb the truth on how ugly 
these numbers are. 

This is where we are heading toward 
right now for 2024. Social Security will 
be our number one spend. The baseline 
looks like it is ticking up. We are see-
ing something interesting where the 
number of retirees asking for benefits 
is actually ticking a little faster than 
we expected; $1.450 trillion, the number 
one spend, Social Security. 

b 1945 

Interest, both gross and potentially 
net, but gross interest now is our sec-
ond biggest spend. I just had to redo 
the math because our math right now 
looks like, for 2024, we are going to 
cross $1.1 trillion of just interest this 
year. 

I know for many people who are 
forced because you are employed to sit 
here and listen to an idiot like me talk, 
you have heard this before, but it 
doesn’t seem to sink in. 

Is pay $1.1 trillion Republican or 
Democrat? It is math. 

Yet, we are not allowed to actually 
talk about it because the hallways in 
this place are full of people coming to 
our doors wanting more spending, and 
when you point this out to them, they 
will often say: Well, take it from some-
one else. I want my money. 

It is not your money. It is the tax-
payers’ money. 

On Medicare—and Medicare is rising 
rapidly—healthcare costs, and then de-
fense, for all of my brothers and sisters 
on the left who always say: Cut de-
fense, cut defense. 

Okay, it is sort of stupid, but it is the 
number four expense. It is not number 
one. 

How often would you and I go home 
to our constituents and say: What is 
the biggest spend in government? 

Oh, it is defense. 
No. Defense is now number four. 

Moreover, at the trendline, in the 
next few years, healthcare will actu-
ally be number one; interest will be 
number two; and Social Security, be-
lieve it or not, will be number three or 
right tied to it. It is a very tight num-
ber there. 

Let’s actually walk through the ’24 
spend because I want to be able to get 
our heads around this. Social Security 
was a fascinating number, and we have 
been trying to also average in the new 
appropriations bills. Remember, 
Madam Speaker, we are just now fin-
ishing up our 2024, so we are only 5 
months late. It is the net interest be-
cause the United States does some-
thing no other industrialized country 
does. We play a game with how we de-
scribe our borrowing: Oh, that is bor-
rowing from the public. This is bor-
rowing from the trust funds. 

If anyone is listening right now and 
you question this, go on the OECD. 
Google right now, or your favorite 
search engine: What is the debt to GDP 
of the United States according to 
OECD? 

You are going to get a number that is 
like 144 percent because they don’t let 
the scam artists say: Well, you bor-
rowed it from yourself, but you still 
have to pay it back, and you are going 
to have to actually borrow money 
while you pay it back while you are 
paying interest for it. 

It is a con. We should never allow dis-
cussions in this place and not use the 
terms ‘‘gross borrowing’’ because, 
what, is it magic money? We don’t 
have to pay it back? It is just money 
we didn’t have to go float publicly 
traded bonds for, but we still have to 
pay it back. 

The reason I built this chart is I 
wanted you to see a line right here. 
Even the net interest, so the publicly 
borrowed money, the interest we will 
pay on that is still the second biggest 
spend in this government. I will say it, 
and it will probably just land on deaf 
ears. 

Let’s actually walk through some-
thing that is really uncomfortable, and 
it is going to tie in. One of my fixa-
tions is: How do you stabilize bor-
rowing so that borrowing equals what 
our economic growth is? 

Madam Speaker, I am going to show 
you some charts here later. This is for 
the people who actually care about eco-
nomics. 

Here is the growth of the country, 
and here is the debt of the country. If 
you could ever bring the GDP growth 
and the debt in line, then you have cre-
ated stability. Nonetheless, we have 
some crazy headwinds. There are also 
some crazy opportunities happening to 
us. There are good things happening 
out there. Will Congress be the barrier 
or the adoption of them? Right now, we 
are the problem because we are scared 
of our own shadows. 

Madam Speaker, if I came to you 
right now and said: Let’s come up with 
a way to stabilize Social Security, and 
let’s stabilize Medicare. It is moral. It 

is our moral obligation. We made a so-
cial contract in this society. 

Okay, we have a problem, and it is all 
something almost no one here ever 
talks about: We are not having chil-
dren. United States’ fertility rates 
have collapsed. 

This number is wrong. Our latest 
number for last year is not 1.64; it is 
1.63. France has a higher fertility rate 
than the United States. Even when you 
adjust for the immigration population, 
they still have a dramatically higher 
fertility rate. Most of Western Europe 
looks like us, and we are worse than a 
whole bunch of the world. 

Madam Speaker, how do you and I 
set public policy so 25 years from now— 
remember, Social Security is substan-
tially a pay-as-you-go system. Today’s 
workers are functionally paying for to-
day’s retirees. The trust fund was the 
shock absorber. The trust fund is dis-
appearing, but my future generation of 
workers is going to be smaller. 

Madam Speaker, you are already see-
ing this in school districts all over 
America. The number of students they 
have is shrinking. 

Are we willing to have the really in-
teresting discussion of, okay, are there 
things we could do economically to 
promote family formation so there are 
more children? 

There are things we could do to help, 
but almost every country that has 
tried has not been able to change fer-
tility rates. I think in Hungary I saw 
something like the third child, they 
buy you a house. The fourth child, you 
get some sort of prize. It has barely 
ticked up their fertility rates. It is a 
really difficult question happening all 
over the industrialized world. 

If you can’t really change it, Madam 
Speaker, do you actually build public 
policy to deal with it? Do you accept 
the fact that we are going to have a lot 
more automation? That means capital 
investment. Are we going to have to 
find ways to safely adopt artificial in-
telligence into society so that the 
labor force is maximized in its value, 
what they earn, and productivity? 
Those are policies we need to work on. 

You have seen the intellectual cap-
ital of the conversations we have on 
the floor here, Madam Speaker. How 
many of them are actually ready to ac-
tually have the reality of: Hey, we need 
to set policies. 

Is it Republican or Democratic? It is 
demographics. It is life. 

I am going to bounce to the next two 
boards because there is a punch line 
here we need to absorb. 

This is a little uncomfortable, but 
this was deaths that are projected to 
exceed births. The new math, in 15 
years, you have to understand what a 
big deal this is, Madam Speaker. I 
came behind this microphone a couple 
of years ago, and I got some real crap 
that was sent to my office. I think at 
that time I was saying: Hey, in 21 or 22 
years, we are going to have more 
deaths than births in this country. 
Then it became 18 years. Then it be-
came 17 years. The new math is 15 
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years. In 15 years, the United States 
will have more deaths than births. 

The blip you see here is the pan-
demic, but if you actually look at the 
line, Madam Speaker, you can sort of 
understand. Here is our crossing. 
Somewhere a little before 2040, which is 
15 years, we have more deaths than 
births. 

Now, try to stabilize long-term bene-
fits. There are ways to do it. This Con-
gress right now is mathematically in-
capable of owning a calculator, but 
there are ways to do it. We can’t even 
put together a debt and deficit commis-
sion to have an honest conversation 
about what is happening in our society 
demographically, borrowing-wise or in-
terest-rate-wise, because maybe it will 
affect the next election. 

Does anybody actually care about 
their own pensions let alone their kids’ 
and their grandkids’? 

We lied. There is not magic money 
out there. This inflation cycle proved 
to those who believed in modern mone-
tary policy, ta-da, you have 36 months 
of high inflation. That is the ultimate 
proof that the magic money theory 
didn’t work. 

Here is the punch line: Social Secu-
rity actuaries is the green line. They 
actually had fertility rates going up. 
These were our baselines. The baselines 
also already have continued to show 
that they are wrong. 

Madam Speaker, be prepared over the 
next year to see dramatically different 
numbers coming at us on what our fu-
ture looks like when financing this so-
ciety because our next generation is 
going to be smaller. 

It is just math. There are ways to 
make it work. There are ways to make 
this a society of prosperity. It just re-
quires intellectual capital, and that is 
something I am not sure we are ready 
to do. 

Let’s do a quick run-through. This 
was just the first 3 months, and I 
brought these boards back because I 
saw some things over the weekend 
where people were just making up the 
numbers. It is not that hard. You can 
go right to the Treasury’s website. You 
have to own a calculator. Spend an 
hour laying it out. You know how to 
work Excel. 

The national debt increased in the 
first 3 months. This was important. 
This is the 2024 number: $834 billion. If 
this is the first 3 months, and it is $834 
billion, now I can hope maybe there 
will be magic tax receipts, but mul-
tiply that times four, and you will see 
what we are projecting. 

The part of the punch line is interest 
continues to grow. I am going to show 
you why some of this is, but in the first 
3 months, we spent $288 billion in inter-
est, and that number will keep getting 
bigger and bigger because this year— 
and there is a debate on how much be-
cause the Treasury announced they are 
going to be financing rolling some of 
the debt shorter on the curve. 

Let’s say we had a year where we are 
going to borrow $2.8 trillion new 

issuances, but you still have about $7.9 
trillion that comes due. It is bonds 
that have been sold in the past. When 
they come due, particularly if they are 
bonds sold 3, 4, or 5 years ago with very 
low interest rates, what happens? They 
are now sold at the newer, higher inter-
est rate, and that is the modeling prob-
lem. 

Madam Speaker, do you remember 
one of the first boards I showed you, 
that we expect interest this year to be 
$1.1 trillion? A lot of that is because 
the amount of debt is coming due. It is 
coming due, and we stayed very short 
on the curve instead of what I begged 
for a few years ago saying: Please, go 
long in the curve. Go long because that 
way at least you locked it in. 

Understand, because Congress doesn’t 
want to be in charge because you have 
a White House here that makes crap 
up—and I can prove that on a bunch of 
the numbers that they published last 
year—the bond market now runs this 
country. 

Madam Speaker, hear my words. The 
first time the bond market gets 
cranky, the first time we have an 
undersubscribed auction, watch how 
fast this place comes in and we capitu-
late. It doesn’t have to happen, but be-
cause we have abdicated our jobs, we 
have basically made a decision—and 
this happened actually not that long 
ago. 

Go ask some people who were in-
volved in the Clinton administration. 
Go ask Newt Gingrich. Some of the 
people were around when the bond mar-
ket hiccupped. The debt situation then 
was dramatically better than today. 
This Congress stood at attention and 
did what they needed to do to make the 
bond market happy. That is because if 
you have a failed bond auction, Madam 
Speaker, then you will see society have 
a really bad day. 

Let’s walk a little more through 
some of these. 

The total interest costs continue to 
rise very quickly. I am just trying to 
make a point here. The first 4 months, 
if this was 2021, we spent $159 billion in 
interest. This year, our first 4 months, 
was $357 billion. 

Remember my point I was trying to 
make, Madam Speaker, interest and 
healthcare costs—we are going to knife 
each other here over discretionary. 

Understand, Madam Speaker, I have 
some things I would do in discre-
tionary. I am going to talk about it, 
and I promise you there will be a tele-
vision ad attacking me, but it is hon-
est. 

Nonetheless, we don’t control this. 
The thing we can do is if we convince 
the bond markets we are taking the 
debt seriously, then maybe the interest 
rates to buy our debt will get more effi-
cient and get lower. 

Be that as it may, the only way the 
bond market gives us that spiff is be-
cause we do our work, and we have 
proven over and over we are incapable 
of doing our work. 

b 2000 
This was my calculation as of a week 

and a half ago, and now it has gone up 
again, but we were basically trying to 
say—my frustration was, last Sep-
tember, we were projecting interest is 
only going to be $709 billion. Then, 
when we got a little beyond that from 
October to January, we borrowed 357, 
and then you started to annualize that, 
and that is how you are getting closer. 
Now that is actually going up from 
that. 

I am just trying to make a point. 
CBO, OMB, a lot of the people around 
us, they are good people. Their projec-
tions—something has gone horribly 
wrong in our math and our modeling. 
We keep being really off the mark. 
These are dangerous. 

If you are on the left and you care 
about social welfare policy and the 
ability to afford that, if you are on the 
right and your fixation is economic 
prosperity and opportunity, we are 
going to crush both sides. It is right in 
front of us, and we do almost nothing 
to tell the truth about it. 

I brought some boards about interest 
rates. I don’t know if anyone really 
cares, but when you start to under-
stand that the differences out there— 
marketable and unmarketable—unmar-
ketable are payments to trust funds 
and other things; marketable is you 
have a bond and you can sell it tomor-
row—you have those interest rates and 
outstanding debt. Also, remember, 
much of this debt had been sold down 
here in the trough, around 11⁄2 or so was 
the mean yield. Now it is coming in at 
well over 3. You say: What? Just under-
stand that difference is you just dou-
bled your interest costs. 

Let’s go into something that is un-
comfortable. One of the first boards I 
showed, I showed that every dime a 
Member of Congress votes on is bor-
rowed. 

I haven’t vetted this. It was actually, 
I think, in an article in ‘‘The New York 
Times,’’ so God knows if that is accu-
rate. The budget bills that will be com-
ing to us in the next couple weeks will 
have around 7,000-plus earmarks in 
them. Now, the earmarks are only a 
tiny, tiny fraction of the spending, 
okay? Accept what it is. 

A really uncomfortable question: Is 
it actually moral—is it good economics 
to borrow money, because that is what 
we are doing—everything we are going 
to vote on here is we are borrowing 
money, and many of these are things I 
like. However, is it appropriate to bor-
row money here and send it to entities 
that actually have their own taxing au-
thority? 

It gets better. It turns out we spent a 
little time looking at municipal bond 
debt earlier today. Do you know cities, 
States, counties, particularly the high-
est rated ones, those with AAAs, and 
you have to do the tax adjustment be-
cause muni bonds have certain tax ben-
efits, many of them actually have 
lower interest rates than the United 
States sovereign debt, so a well-run 
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city with a really good credit rating 
actually gets to float bonds at lower 
interest rates than we do. 

That should tell you something. Is it 
rational, moral, that we borrow money 
and send it to entities that have both 
their own taxing and borrowing au-
thority, and many of those entities ac-
tually can borrow money at equal to or 
better than what we are paying over 
here? 

Of nondefense discretionary, about 40 
percent of the money in that non-
defense discretionary is money that we 
are sending to entities that have their 
own taxing and borrowing authority. 

Now, we would all probably get 
unelected the next day because people 
would lose their mind saying: We 
thought that was free money. It is free 
money, except we are borrowing it and 
paying interest on it. 

Those are the types of things, are we 
capable of having an honest discussion 
about it? Of course not, but we could 
try. 

All right. A couple more here, and 
then I am going to go back to the office 
and have more coffee. 

There is often an argument, you can 
borrow money, but you need in the 
long run to keep it close to the growth 
of your economy. How often do you 
hear people talk about the debt to GDP 
and the fact that the United States 
now is functionally at 100 percent of 
public and borrowed and, if you do 
total gross, you are well over 140 per-
cent of debt to GDP? 

Let’s use that entity, and then we ad-
just for inflation, because remember a 
dollar the day President Biden came 
into office and a dollar today, that dol-
lar today is worth 22, maybe 23 percent 
less, so you have to do all these infla-
tion calculators. 

However, this is actually—what is 
the fancy word—‘‘ceteris paribus,’’ ‘‘all 
things being equal.’’ I am trying to 
point out the increase in national debt. 
This is the increase in GDP over 2023. If 
this growth here in this debt were right 
about this green line, you would actu-
ally have been stable. 

In a weird way, when you have a poli-
tician stand in front of you and say: We 
are going to pay it off. Really? Did I 
mention every dime we vote on is now 
borrowed, plus close to a trillion dol-
lars of things we don’t even get to vote 
on, mandatory spending, things like 
Medicare, is borrowed? 

It would be nirvana if we could just 
work our heinies off and get stability, 
bring down the growth of this debt so it 
would match our growth rates. The 
benefit of that is, for the left, if they 
want to spend more money, great. 
Growing the economy more creates 
more capacity; more tax receipts, more 
borrowing capacity. 

For those of us who want to cut, we 
actually know the number we are 
working towards. That is how we would 
do it if we had put on our economist 
hat. 

Same concept, just a little bit dif-
ferently done. Increase in national debt 

outpaced growth in the economy by 
more than $1 trillion over the past 
year, and that is what that bond mar-
ket is going to be looking at. It is that 
debt to GDP and when does it hit 
stress; when does a spike in interest 
rates; when does a recession; when does 
a pandemic; when does a war make it 
so in all likelihood you will be paid 
back your interest and your principal? 

Understand, when the United States 
actually has—and, dear God, please 
don’t ever let it happen—that moment 
of stress, that failed auction, we put 
the entire world into a depression. The 
entire world, let alone your pension, 
let alone my kids’ future, depends on 
us getting our act together here. 

The last chart—and this one is a lit-
tle difficult because there are some 
anomalies in the numbers, but we 
didn’t have time to fix it. On occasion, 
we will go all the way back to 2000. 
Now, remember, 2000 had an unusual 
tax collection year because, the year or 
two before that, there were massive 
capital gains because of the dot-com 
bubble, so the number is always dis-
torted. 

Anyway, for that year, we collected 
20 percent of GDP in taxes. The long- 
run average has been about 17.8. 

Let’s actually go to 2023. That year, 
we collected 16.5 percent of GDP in 
taxes. We still had some of the legacy 
of COVID and some other things. 

However, the other part of this chart, 
I am trying to show you the hierarchy 
of spending—Social Security, Medi-
care, defense, others—and you start to 
see this spending up here, when you 
start seeing that green, well, the green 
is nothing but interest. 

Our problem is, even with the projec-
tions, which I hope are right, that long 
run over the next 8 years or so, we 
start getting up close to 18 percent of 
the economy in tax receipts. Great. 

The gap still continues to widen, and 
most of that widening is our projection 
of the benefits we have promised our 
brothers and sisters who get older—or 
the 67 million of us who are baby 
boomers—our healthcare benefits, the 
interest we owe, and then back to the 
point earlier. 

What do these numbers look like in 
2033, 2034, when the Social Security 
trust fund is empty? Will the policy be 
we are going to raise taxes? Okay. Ex-
cept I have already done the presen-
tation multiple times on the floor 
where I have brought in the economic 
data from both liberal groups and other 
groups that showed even tax maximiza-
tion. This is the punch line. 

Please understand. The tax maxi-
mization, when you do the economic ef-
fect, you get about a point and a half of 
GDP. So you take people worth $400,000 
and tax maximize everything for 
them—tax maximize their income tax, 
their capital gains tax, their estate 
tax, you just do it all—you get about a 
point and a half of GDP. Great. 

And then, over here, for those of us 
who want to cut things, you take ev-
erything that has been discussed in dis-

cretionary—the debate we have had in 
this place the last several months—and 
it is a fraction of a fraction of a per-
cent. It is not even a rounding error. 
You would have to change programs, 
change spending, adopt technology, 
make people healthier. 

Understand, the single biggest thing 
you can do to bring down borrowing 
over the next decade, take on things 
like diabetes, which is 33 percent of all 
healthcare spending. It would be moral. 
Is that Republican or Democrat? It is 
just the right thing to do. 

How many brilliant discussions have 
you seen behind these microphones of 
saying we are actually looking for real 
solutions? No, we are too busy knifing 
each other. 

I can find about a point and a half— 
a point of GDP to cut. Okay. I have got 
a point and a half over here, let’s say it 
is a point and a half over here on this 
end. This year, so far, we are borrowing 
9.6 percent of the entire economy, 9.6 of 
all GDP, and all the solutions are a 
fraction of that. 

Yet, the left is going to come behind 
the microphone and say: We don’t tax 
rich people enough. The right is going 
to come in saying: It is foreign aid and 
spending. Well, foreign aid equals 
around 7, 8 days, maybe 9 days of bor-
rowing, every dime of it. 

Why can’t we just tell the truth? 
Madam Speaker, every dime of bor-

rowing from today through the next 30 
years is demographics, and maybe tell-
ing the truth gets me unelected, but, 
dammit, it is worth telling the truth. 
It is demographics. It is interest on 
what has been borrowed and what is to 
be borrowed. It is healthcare, particu-
larly Medicare, and if, 8, 9 years from 
now, when the Social Security trust 
fund is emptied—remember, the math 
is the very first year of the shortfall is 
$616 billion. 

How do we backfill that? If you try to 
backfill through taxes, fine. You have 
to accept the economic effects of how 
much you just slowed down the econ-
omy and how you slowed down other 
tax receipts. 

Do you do it through borrowing? 
Well, then it explodes, and that is how 
you see some projections that, 30 years 
from now, U.S. sovereign debt will be 
$130 trillion. Between now and then, 
how many people around the world and 
how many people in this country are 
going to be willing to buy our debt? 

Do our work, take it seriously, put 
together the debt and deficit commis-
sion. Demonstrate to the people who 
want to save and buy U.S. debt that we 
are taking paying them back seriously. 
Take it seriously that my—I have very 
young kids. They deserve a future. Also 
make it so that people who want to 
enjoy their retirement understand the 
stability, retirement security. We all 
say it, and almost none of us are will-
ing to actually do the work for it. 

Madam Speaker, I am going to go 
have some more coffee, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. JACKSON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of the Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 

Speaker, it is with great honor that I 
rise today to coanchor this Congres-
sional Black Caucus Special Order hour 
along with my distinguished colleague, 
the Honorable Representative SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 

For the next 60 minutes, Members of 
the Congressional Black Caucus have 
an opportunity to speak directly to the 
American people on women’s history, 
an issue of great importance to the 
Congressional Black Caucus, Congress, 
the constituents that we represent, and 
all America. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. AMO). 

Mr. AMO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Women’s History 
Month. 

We cannot forget our history. Yet, 
over time, the contributions of Black 
women have been consistently over-
looked and forgotten. 

b 2015 

I want to do my part to correct that 
record. 

Specifically, I will highlight two 
trailblazing Black women from Rhode 
Island. 

First, I want to honor Christiana 
Bannister, a successful businesswoman, 
abolitionist, and philanthropist. Born 
in North Kingstown in the early 1800s, 
Christiana was a successful hair salon 
owner. 

Christiana was a staunch abolitionist 
and used her wealth to support the 54th 
Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, a 
unit of Black soldiers during the Civil 
War. 

Dedicated to improving the lives of 
Black women in her community, 
Christiana founded the Home for Aged 
Colored Women in Providence. 

Decades later, Maria Lopes, another 
trailblazer, was the first Black woman 
elected to the Rhode Island State Leg-
islature and she carried on Christiana’s 
legacy of activism in Rhode Island. 

Maria lived in the Valley View hous-
ing project in Providence and made a 
name for herself as a social activist 
when she successfully blocked the 
Mayor of Providence from turning the 
housing project into luxury apart-
ments. 

In 1973, Maria stormed the city coun-
cil chambers with over 400 residents 

and supporters to prevent the sale of 
Valley View. 

Thanks to Maria’s advocacy, when 
Valley View was eventually sold, 25 
percent of the units remained Section 8 
housing. 

In 1989, Lopes won a seat in the 
Rhode Island House of Representatives 
where she served for over a decade, 
championing affordable housing issues. 

I certainly would not be standing 
here today as Rhode Island’s first 
Black Member of Congress if it were 
not for the tireless work of Maria 
Lopes and Christiana Bannister. 

Women’s history extends beyond the 
confines of March. Women’s history is 
happening every single day and is 
worth acknowledgement every day, as 
well. 

We must continue to uplift the hid-
den figures in our history. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the Honorable GABE 
AMO from the great State of Rhode Is-
land for his remarks. 

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to 
yield to the gentlewoman from Florida, 
the Honorable Congresswoman SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, I thank my coanchor, 
JONATHAN JACKSON, from the great 
State of Illinois for coanchoring this 
Special Order for the last year and a 
half I think it is. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the courageous Black women 
trailblazers whose determination and 
unwavering dedication have shaped the 
history of our country. Because of 
them, I can speak before you on this 
floor today. 

As we celebrate Women’s History 
Month, we reflect on the courage and 
the commitment of Black women who 
have left an indelible mark on our soci-
ety and inspired future generations to 
carry the torch of justice. 

Among these trailblazers stands 
Shirley Chisholm, who shattered the 
glass ceiling in American politics. She 
holds a special place in my heart. 

Shirley Chisholm broke down the 
barriers and beat the odds to become 
the first Black woman elected to Con-
gress in 1968. She proudly fought for 
the rights of neglected communities 
and progressive politics that benefit 
working families. 

Her historic 1972 Presidential cam-
paign upended the status quo and gave 
hope to a new generation of leaders by 
encouraging them to trust in the 
strength of their voices. 

However, Shirley Chisholm wasn’t 
alone. She was surrounded by women 
such as Barbara Jordan, a powerful 
force in American politics due to her 
unrelenting devotion to justice. She 
made history by being the first Black 
woman elected to the Texas Senate and 
the first Black woman from the South 
to be elected to United States House of 
Representatives. She worked nonstop 
to advocate for civil rights, immigra-
tion reform, and the rule of law. 

Last year, we mourned the loss of 
Eddie Bernice Johnson. I had the honor 

of serving alongside her at the end of 
the 117th Congress. Her whole life was 
about serving others, whether it was as 
a nurse at the VA in Dallas or in the 
Halls of this very institution. 

These trailblazers and countless oth-
ers who followed in their footsteps 
have made a lasting impression on 
women’s history. Their legacy is proof 
of the perseverance of the American 
people. We can pay tribute to these ex-
traordinary people during Women’s 
History Month by recommitting to the 
fight for justice, equality, and oppor-
tunity for all Americans. 

In their honor, let us strive to create 
a better union for all the generations 
to come. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the Honorable SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK from the great 
State of Florida for her remarks. 

Madam Speaker, it is now my privi-
lege to yield to the gentlewoman from 
Ohio, the Honorable Congresswoman 
JOYCE BEATTY. 

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, it is 
my honor to rise today to join my col-
leagues for this Special Order hour. I 
cannot think of a better time that I 
would stand in this House and be able 
to salute women, especially Black 
women. 

I thank our coanchors, the Honorable 
JONATHAN JACKSON and the Honorable 
SHEILA CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, my 
good friend, for reminding us of our 
rich history. 

Today, we will hear many members 
of the Congressional Black Caucus 
come forward and talk about a list of 
women, especially Black women, who 
came before us and whose shoulders we 
stand on, like Rosa Parks, Harriet Tub-
man, Sojourner Truth, and Shirley 
Chisholm. Later this week, in this very 
Chamber, for the third time, a woman 
will sit in the seat where you are sit-
ting, Madam Speaker, as we hear the 
State of the Union Address—a Black 
woman, who also happens to be the 
first woman ever to become Vice Presi-
dent of these United States of America. 

We also celebrate this month—sadly, 
that we are giving it 1 month. Obvi-
ously, if I had my way, we would cele-
brate it every day, but we will honor 
women like those who have been able 
to sit in that seat running Fortune 500 
companies—people like Ursula Burns; 
my good friend, Roz Brewer; and now 
Thasunda Duckett. We also honor 
young women like poet Amanda 
Gorman. 

We think of the women who have 
done so much, whether they are doc-
tors or athletes or educators or judges 
like Supreme Court Justice Ketanji 
Brown Jackson—another Black woman 
whose shoulders we stand on. 

But let me end with this, Madam 
Speaker, as we saved the best for last. 
There are 31 Black women serving in 
the United States Congress. If I had 
enough time, I would do a roll call tell-
ing you that they hail from Alabama 
to Washington, D.C. 

Let me just leave it at this: 31 Black 
women—thank God we put people over 
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politics; 31 Black women serving in 
this Chamber that understand that we 
have a right to women’s reproductive 
rights; 31 Black women understanding 
that we support the child’s tax credit; 
31 Black women who understand that 
more women are now insured because 
of the Affordable Care Act; 31 Black 
women who understand that the first 
act that then-President Obama signed 
was the Lilly Ledbetter Act. 

I could go on and give you a walk 
through this amazing history that I 
have been allowed to serve in as the 
ninth Black woman to have chaired the 
Congressional Black Caucus. I say to 
you that we have been fortunate to 
have another female sit in that chair 
as the Speaker, NANCY PELOSI. 

To those who are witnessing us to-
night, I say to all watching, we cele-
brate, we honor, we stand on the shoul-
ders of women, especially Black 
women, because we know when women 
succeed, America succeeds. Let us con-
tinue to put people over politics. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the former Congres-
sional Black Caucus Chairwoman, the 
Honorable Congresswoman JOYCE 
BEATTY from the great State of Ohio 
for her remarks. 

Madam Speaker, it is now my privi-
lege to yield to the gentleman from 
New Jersey, the Honorable Congress-
man PAYNE. 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Illinois for 
that kind introduction and also the 
gentlewoman from Florida for hosting 
this Special Order hour. They come 
here every week bringing the message 
from the CBC, and they do an incred-
ible job. 

Also, it is very difficult to follow my 
classmate, the former chair lady of the 
CBC. It is a very hard act to follow. 
When I see her, I kind of cringe because 
I know I better get it together. The 
Honorable JOYCE BEATTY has been a 
true friend, sister, and colleague to me. 

And to you, Madam Speaker, as you 
sit in that seat, it is apropos that this 
month you have been given the honor 
to stand over the Speaker’s rostrum 
and control the House of Representa-
tives, so I salute you, as well, as a 
woman. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the influence and achievements 
of Black women in America during 
Women’s History Month. First, I will 
discuss the origins of Women’s History 
Month. 

Women’s History Month started as 
Women’s History Week in Santa Rosa, 
California, in 1978. The local Sonoma 
County Commission on the status of 
women planned a week of celebratory 
events to connect the International 
Women’s Day on March 8. 

The events highlighted the many 
contributions of women to American 
history, culture, and society. It in-
cluded school presentations in Sonoma 
County, a student essay contest to 
honor local women with the parade 
through downtown Santa Rosa. 

The year after that, Santa Rosa’s his-
toric week triggered similar events to 
celebrate women in communities na-
tionwide. 

In addition, historians and women 
activist groups began to push for a Na-
tional Women’s History Week. 

In 1980, President Jimmy Carter 
issued the first Presidential proclama-
tion to declare the first week in March 
as National Women’s History Week. 

However, 1 week was not enough to 
celebrate the enormous contributions 
of women to American history, so Con-
gress created Women’s History Month 
in 1987. It is stated that the month 
would recognize the specific achieve-
ments women have made over the 
course of America’s history in a vari-
ety of fields. 

This month, we honor women from 
all races, cultures, and creeds during 
Women’s History Month. However, we 
are here today as the CBC to honor 
Black women who have made a dif-
ference in America, and many of them 
need to be recognized more often: 
Women like Bessie Coleman, the first 
Black woman to be a licensed pilot in 
this country; Alice Coachman, the first 
Black woman to win an Olympic medal 
for the United States of America; Dr. 
Rebecca Lee Crumpler, the first Black 
woman to earn a medical degree in the 
United States; Phillis Wheatley, the 
first Black woman to publish a book in 
this great country; and Mary Jane Pat-
terson, the first Black woman to grad-
uate from an established college. 

We also have Mary Eliza Mahoney, 
the first Black nurse and eventual co-
founder of the American Nurses Asso-
ciation. More than that, Mahoney was 
one of the first women to register to 
vote in Boston after her retirement in 
1920. 

Maggie Lena Walker, the first Black 
woman to start a bank and serve as the 
president of a U.S. bank. 

Alice Dunnigan, the first Black 
woman to cover the White House as a 
reporter. 

Mae Jemison, the first Black woman 
to become an astronaut and go into 
space. Jemison overcame her fear of 
heights to do that. Can you imagine? 

b 2030 

These extraordinary Black women 
are a few of the millions who have 
made a difference in our country. 
Today, Black women are setting new 
standards of excellence in the sciences, 
the arts, athletics, politics, mathe-
matics, education, medicine, and the 
law, just to name a few. 

I am proud to be here to celebrate 
the contributions of Black women—I 
am the product of a Black woman—and 
all women, to the betterment of Amer-
ica. They have helped to build this 
country, and we must do everything 
possible to protect the rights they have 
worked so hard for. As we discuss the 
whole notion around Black women and 
what they have contributed to this 
country, let’s not forget all women and 
what they have done in this country. 

I am just honored to be here on the 
floor tonight to say thank you to the 
many Black women who have made a 
difference in my life. To name a few: 
Jean Blakely; Esther Wright; Kay 
Thompson Payne; Dr. Jacqueline 
Young; Wanda Payne, my late sister; 
Sarah Jones. 

I have been molded by Black women 
all my life, and I just feel an obligation 
to stand in the trenches and help them 
advance their careers. I am just really 
delighted to be here and express my 
gratitude to Black women and women 
as a whole. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the Honorable Con-
gressman DONALD PAYNE, Jr. from the 
great State of New Jersey. It has been 
a pleasure of mine to have worked with 
his father and to see his honorable son 
continue on in his tradition. 

Tonight, in this great Chamber, we 
gather to honor and remember the con-
tributions of women to the indispen-
sable future of the American experi-
ment with democracy. In particular, I 
rise to give special commendation to 
the role that Black women have played 
in the formation of American possibili-
ties. 

It is not such a stretch to suggest 
that America would be unlivable for a 
great many of its citizens were it not 
for the indelible work and prophetic 
imagination of women in this country. 

Where would this country be without 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Ella Baker, Fannie 
Lou Hamer, Shirley Chisholm, Diane 
Nash, NANCY D’ALESANDRO PELOSI, the 
Honorable Congresswoman MAXINE 
WATERS, Congresswoman SHEILA JACK-
SON LEE? 

Black women, and all women really, 
are the fabric that holds this Nation 
together because when men have fol-
lowed their egos and ambition into war 
and repression, it was the women of 
this country who stood up to the mad-
ness, demanding ever more forcefully 
that the center must hold. 

On this side of the aisle, we still be-
lieve that every woman should have 
the right to vote, the right to equal 
pay for equal work, the right for every 
opportunity and resources available to 
any man. 

We believe that when at all possible 
no woman should ever lose her life giv-
ing birth to a child in the United 
States of America. 

We believe that the maternal mor-
tality rates of Black women are a 
moral indictment against the persist-
ence of bigotry and discrimination in 
America. 

On this side of the aisle, we believe in 
the right of every woman to control 
what happens to her body as a matter 
of reproductive justice, personal auton-
omy, and self-determination. How dare 
any man tell a woman what she can do 
with her body? How dare any govern-
ment come in between a woman and 
her medical decisions? How dare any 
political party use a woman’s body as 
an opportunity to get elected rather 
than respecting the fact that every 
woman is made in the image of God? 
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That is the difference between this 

side of the aisle and, I must say, the 
other side of the aisle. This side of the 
aisle gave the Nation Supreme Court 
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson to be 
the first African-American woman to 
sit on the Supreme Court. 

The other side of the aisle has spent 
the last 50 years trying to destroy Roe 
v. Wade. Even after they facilitated 
that disaster, they even are now trying 
to undermine in vitro fertilization, be-
cause that is the difference between 
this side of the aisle and the other side 
when it comes to issues that matter. 

This side of the aisle produced the 
Honorable NANCY PELOSI, who was 
principally responsible for passing the 
Affordable Care Act that has allowed 
millions of people to come out of the 
suffering shadows and receive the 
healthcare coverage they deserve. 

On the other side of the aisle, leaders 
of that party facilitated a racist lie re-
garding the birth certificate of the 
former President of the United States, 
President Barack Obama. 

This side of the aisle facilitated the 
passage of Title IX. Many people are 
excited to see women playing basket-
ball now, but that was part of the civil 
rights legislation that we hold dear. 
Title IX is a law that prohibits sex- 
based discrimination in schools or any 
educational programs. Some have said 
that this law has single-handedly been 
the reason little girls all over America 
enjoy opportunities that their grand-
mothers never had. 

On this side of the aisle, we believe 
that every child is precious and that 
every little girl is a gift from God, and 
on this side of the aisle we don’t want 
our sons to have any more opportuni-
ties than our daughters get to enjoy. 

On this side of the aisle, we fight to 
expand freedom, opportunity, and the 
securities of justice to every American 
regardless of race, class, gender, or sex-
ual orientation. 

I can’t speak for anyone else, but on 
this side of the aisle, we believe the 
Bible when it says your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy. 

Let me remind you today that, as a 
son of the civil rights movement, I am 
keenly aware of the fact that the 
movement that made my election pos-
sible would have been improbable were 
it not for Black women. I stand on the 
shoulders of many of these remarkable 
Black women who through their in-
sight, their grit and generosity support 
the weight of generations yet unborn. 

I see them all over my home district 
in Chicago and the greater part of Illi-
nois. I have encountered them in the 
churches on the south side. They raised 
me. My mother is one of them, as are 
my sisters. They say hi to me in the su-
permarket. They meet me all over the 
district to talk to me about our Na-
tion, their needs, and their lives. They 
are the daughters of thunder and the 
children of light. 

Today, I am honored to recognize 
them. Today, I proverbially tip my hat 
and genuflect in the presence of such 
unusual greatness. 

I am grateful today for the women in 
this Chamber who are my colleagues. I 
am grateful for what they do and for 
what they represent. Let us never for-
get that at the founding of this great 
institution, at the founding of this 
great country in 1776, and at the ratifi-
cation of our Constitution in 1787, it 
was never in the imagination of the 
Founders that a woman would sit in 
these Chambers or cast votes as a 
Member of this body. However, look at 
what determination and faith can do. 
Look at what hard work and love for 
justice can do. I celebrate each of the 
honorable women who serve in this 
Congress, and I pray that this country 
will continue to provide greater room 
and greater opportunities for the ge-
nius of this Nation’s women so that 
they can flourish and we can live up to 
our highest potential. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK). 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
Madam Speaker, as we gather here 
today, we must recognize and honor 
the contributions of Black women in 
politics. These leaders have paved the 
way for all women to have a seat at the 
table. 

When we look back at significant his-
torical events like the civil rights 
movement, we tend to overlook the 
women who played significant roles be-
hind the scenes. The time to acknowl-
edge their contributions and celebrate 
their achievements is long overdue. 

There is one particular person who I 
would like to highlight, Ms. Prathia 
Hall. Born on January 1, 1940, she was 
known by various titles, including 
mother, preacher, feminist, and civil 
rights activist. Most importantly, she 
was the key inspiration behind Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s prominent ‘‘I 
Have a Dream’’ speech delivered during 
the August 1963 March on Washington. 

Despite experiencing racism and per-
sonal tragedies from a young age, Hall 
was able to follow in her father’s foot-
steps and become a passionate advo-
cate for racial and social justice. 

This story is simply one of many 
who, despite being a key piece to the 
puzzle of our democratic system and 
making up 7.8 percent of the popu-
lation, Black women are less than 5 
percent officeholders elected to serve 
in executive offices, Congress, and 
State legislatures. 

Black women have given 110 percent 
of their time and efforts in leading and 
serving as attorneys, plaintiffs, orga-
nizers, educators, secretaries, and 
while playing many more roles in the 
background. 

March is a significant month to 
honor the contributions of Black 
women in American history. We 
shouldn’t just honor the legacy of 
Prathia Hall on this single day. It is 
our responsibility to honor her every 
single day from now on. 

As Black women continue to struggle 
for representation, we have a responsi-
bility to ensure that the progress made 

by Black women in the past is not lost. 
We have a responsibility to pursue and 
fight for equality for everyone and 
make sure our fight for equality is 
eventually attained. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, you have heard from my dis-
tinguished colleagues about women’s 
history and the many great contribu-
tions they have made. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD), 
the Congressional Black Caucus chair-
man. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Congressman JACKSON and Con-
gresswoman CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK for 
co-anchoring tonight’s Special Order 
hour. I thank all the Members who 
have come to honor the start of Wom-
en’s History Month, and I rise today 
with my colleagues of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus to commemorate 
Women’s History Month and to reflect 
on the innumerable contributions to 
our country that women, and Black 
women specifically, have made 
throughout our Nation’s history. 

During Women’s History Month, we 
celebrate the generations of Black 
women whose courage, advocacy, sac-
rifice, and patriotism have moved our 
country and the world forward. For 
generations, Black women have been 
hidden figures, leading our country 
through social evolutions, critical peri-
ods of growth, and eras of innovation. 

From the civil rights movement to 
consistently serving as a foundation 
for our community’s success, Black 
women continue to push the needle. In 
fact, to the co-chairs, just this week-
end we were in Selma for the 59th com-
memoration of Bloody Sunday. 

One of the people that we had the 
honor of hearing from was Ms. King, 
who was the person who received the 
letters from Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., when he was writing the letter in a 
Birmingham jail. As she explained that 
process, it was his handwritten notes 
on scraps of paper that were passed to 
his attorney that ultimately were writ-
ten by this Black woman that actually 
gave us that letter. I went up to her 
after the conclusion of her panel, and I 
thanked her for being a part of history 
and being a part of the movement that 
led to the passage of the civil rights 
legislation and so many important 
bills. 

b 2045 
It was also in 1968 when Shirley Chis-

holm became the first Black woman in 
Congress. She, along with her col-
leagues, sought to make America live 
up to its promise that we are all cre-
ated equal and, in this body, founded 
the Democratic Select Committee, 
which ultimately would become the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 

I am so honored to serve as chairman 
of this Congressional Black Caucus, 
and I am proud to say that today we 
are now comprised of the largest mem-
bership in our Nation’s history. 

The CBC has grown from 13 members 
when we were founded 52 years ago to 
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60 members representing more than a 
third of the U.S. population, including 
more than 20 million Black Americans. 

It is on Shirley Chisholm’s shoulders 
that the Congressional Black Caucus 
has continued to fight to dismantle 
barriers, to create opportunities, and 
to protect the very rights of every indi-
vidual, regardless of their cir-
cumstance, because we believe, as Ms. 
Shirley Chisholm believed, in a future 
where everyone can thrive and achieve 
their full potential. 

Every day, we build on the legacy of 
Representative Shirley Chisholm, un-
derstanding that we must always speak 
truth to power and to stand up for the 
values that we hold dear. 

We remain mindful that we must 
work to push back against efforts that 
impede progress, including those to roll 
back women’s rights or to cut off ac-
cess to capital and better opportuni-
ties. 

This month and every month, we will 
remain mindful that we must directly 
address the challenges that persist, 
particularly for Black women in this 
climate. 

Black maternal mortality is at an 
all-time high. Access to reproductive 
care; the ballot box; fair representa-
tion; diversity, equity, and inclusion in 
the workplace and in corporate Amer-
ica; and fundamental freedoms are 
under threat every day. 

As the conscience of the Congress, 
the Congressional Black Caucus will 
continue working, fighting, and leading 
to protect abortion rights, to invest in 
childcare, to deliver paid leave, and to 
finally achieve pay equity for Black 
women and to close the racial wealth 
gap in America. 

These are the priorities that the Con-
gressional Black Caucus believes are 
important as we uplift the issues of 
Women’s History Month. 

Again, I thank our co-anchors for 
leading tonight’s Special Order hour 
and all of our members and especially 
the women of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. 

When we started 52 years ago, the 
CBC was made up of 13 people—12 men 
and 1 woman. Today, I am proud that 
of those 60 members of the CBC, 31 are 
women, Black women, who are leading 
in the Congressional Black Caucus. 

We have come a long way. We have a 
much longer way to go. I thank the 
members for their work on these im-
portant topics. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the tireless fighter, 
our leader, the chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Chairman 
STEVEN HORSFORD, from the great 
State of Nevada. I also thank my co-
anchor, the Honorable SHEILA 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, from the great 
State of Florida. 

Madam Speaker, you have heard 
from my distinguished colleagues 
about African-American contributions 
to American history and Women’s His-
tory Month, all issues of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-

cus, our constituents, Congress, and all 
Americans tonight. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

CONTINUING TO CELEBRATE 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
SCHOLTEN) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Madam Speaker, 
each February, we come together as a 
nation to celebrate Black History 
Month. While we may have just closed 
out Black History Month, our celebra-
tion here in Congress and back home in 
west Michigan continues. 

This year, I had the honor of 
partnering with the Grand Rapids Afri-
can American Museum and Archives to 
elevate the stories of west Michigan’s 
heroes, barrier breakers, and change- 
makers who shaped the course of our 
community and our Nation’s history. 

I am proud to offer these six stories 
of change-makers from Michigan’s 
Third Congressional District. Here are 
their stories. 

First, as we stand at this bridge be-
tween February and March, Black His-
tory Month and Women’s History 
Month, as we just heard from our in-
credible Congressional Black Caucus, it 
is appropriate to begin with our first 
story, the story of Emma Warren Ford. 

Mrs. Ford was a well-known commu-
nity organizer who challenged Jim 
Crow laws and protested discrimina-
tion in the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies. 

She began her work in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
the WCTU. At the 1982 WCTU State 
convention in Benton Harbor, she was 
appointed as the superintendent of the 
Work Among Colored People. 

She was a founding member of the 
Married Ladies’ 19th Century Club, 
hosting meetings and leading activities 
for the first literary and social club for 
African-American women in Grand 
Rapids. 

In 1913, Mrs. Ford was chosen by Gov-
ernor Woodbridge Ferris to represent 
the State of Michigan at the 50th anni-
versary celebration of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in New York. 
What an honor for west Michigan. 

Our second story is the story of Paul 
Phillips. Phillips grew up in Omaha, 
Nebraska, where he set a State record 
in track, earning himself a scholarship 
to Marquette University. Later, he re-
ceived a master’s degree and a Ph.D. in 
sociology from Fisk University. In 1946, 
Phillips came to Grand Rapids to work 
for the Borough Community Associa-
tion. Passionate about civic and com-
munity work, by 1947, he became exec-
utive director and secretary of the 
Grand Rapids Urban League, where he 
would continue to serve for more than 
30 years, including through the civil 
rights struggles of the 1950s and 1960s, 

serving as a calm and strong force 
against racial discrimination. 

Phillips was passionate about docu-
menting and researching Black history 
in Grand Rapids and is one of the most 
influential contributors to the local 
history that we know today. 

In 1951, Phillips won election to the 
City Charter Commission, one of the 
first African Americans elected to pub-
lic office in Grand Rapids. He was also 
the first African American elected to 
the city’s board of education. 

During President Gerald Ford’s time 
in office, Phillips served as a consult-
ant on minority citizen concerns. In 
1972, Phillips received an honorary doc-
torate of humane letters from Grand 
Valley State University. 

In 1967, Phillips passed away. The 
Paul I. Phillips Boys and Girls Club in 
Grand Rapids is named in his honor. 

The third story is that of Yvonne Lit-
tle Woodward, the sister of Malcolm X 
and a local leader and advocate in west 
Michigan. 

Yvonne secured her place of recogni-
tion as the first African-American tele-
phone operator for Michigan Bell in 
Grand Rapids in 1948. 

Her son said: ‘‘She knew if she didn’t 
do the right thing, it would take years 
for them to hire another Black oper-
ator.’’ 

In Grand Rapids, the operators took 
a vote on whether they were willing to 
work with her. The vote was unani-
mous except for one, who Little later 
won over. 

From her engagement with cus-
tomers at the Woodland Park grocery 
store to her civic involvements, win-
ning people over was at the heart of 
how she interacted with her commu-
nity. 

Little was often called on to speak in 
west Michigan and elsewhere where 
children were the audience, focusing 
always on the next generation. 

Our next story is Merze Tate. Merze 
Tate defied the odds during the Jim 
Crow era and became a college dean 
and professor, a world traveler, an 
international reporter, and an adviser 
to General Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

Tate was born 60 miles northeast of 
Grand Rapids in Blanchard, Michigan, 
in 1905. She longed to see the world 
outside the pine trees and dirt roads 
and to receive an education. 

After high school, Tate applied to the 
University of Michigan but was re-
jected because of the color of her skin. 
This obstacle did not prevent her from 
getting an education. She was invited 
to attend Western Michigan University 
by President Dwight B. Waldo. In 1927, 
Tate became the first African Amer-
ican to graduate from that institution. 

In 1935, she went back to school and 
became the first African American to 
earn a graduate degree from Oxford 
University. Her dissertation and schol-
arly interest focused on disarmament, 
and she pursued a Fulbright fellowship 
in India. 

This wealth of experience led her to 
an appointment as an adviser to Gen-
eral Eisenhower on international rela-
tions. It also formed the basis for her 
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continued scholarly work on the sub-
ject. 

Her second book, ‘‘The United States 
and Armaments,’’ was widely used by 
the Department of State and Com-
mittee for World Development and 
World Disarmament. In 1984, the De-
partment named Dr. Tate one of three 
Americans to represent the United 
States at a UNESCO seminar. 

Tate made history throughout her 
career. In 1941, she became the first Af-
rican-American female to earn a Ph.D. 
in political science from Harvard Uni-
versity. In 1970, she became the first 
African American to receive a distin-
guished alumni award from Western 
Michigan University. 

Tate was a college professor at sev-
eral institutions, including Barber-Sco-
tia College, Bennett College, Morgan 
State College, and Howard University, 
where she taught from 1942 to 1977. 

She spoke five languages, traveled 
the world twice, was an international 
reporter for Baltimore’s Afro-American 
newspaper, and worked as a photog-
rapher, filmmaker, and researcher for 
the U.S. State Department, all while 
being a college professor. 

Tate passed away in 1996 at the age of 
91. She has left millions to institutes of 
higher learning that looked beyond her 
race and gender to provide her with a 
stellar education and to inspire her to 
impact the world in many areas for 
generations to come. 

We next have a pair of stories, those 
of Major Denzal Harvey and Dr. Robert 
Garrison. Major Harvey and Dr. Garri-
son both have strong connections to 
the Muskegon community and served 
as Tuskegee Airmen during World War 
II. 

Denzal Harvey was born at Hackley 
Hospital and graduated from Muskegon 
High School. In high school, he earned 
a letter in track, where he was only 
one of a few men of color on the team. 

In 1941, Harvey enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force as a private first class and by 
1942 had been sent to Air Corps’ ad-
vanced flight school in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama, where he joined the 99th Fighter 
Squadron. 

The 99th Fighter Squadron in 1943 
was assigned to North Africa, flying 
hand-me-down aircraft on support mis-
sions. They joined up with other Afri-
can-American aviation units there to 
create the 332nd Fighter Group. 

The 99th eventually moved to Foggia, 
Italy, where the group served as fighter 
escorts to B–24 bombers in bombing 
raids over the Mediterranean and Eu-
rope. 

It was the bombing crews that gave 
the group its name, ‘‘Red Tails.’’ The 
National Park Service’s Tuskegee ex-
hibit notes that the transition from 
training to actual combat wasn’t al-
ways smooth, given the racial tensions 
of the time. However, the airmen over-
came the obstacles posed by segrega-
tion. 

In 1942, Harvey eventually began 
serving temporarily as a captain. It 
was extremely rare. At the start of 

World War II, there were only 12 Afri-
can-American officers in the U.S. mili-
tary. 

As a captain, Harvey once had a 
corpsman who refused to salute him. 
His daughter said he responded with: 
‘‘You are going to salute the uniform if 
you don’t salute me.’’ She said: ‘‘They 
made it look easy, but it was never 
easy because dealing with racism was 
never easy.’’ 

Garrison’s daughter, Judy Rogers, 
says her father was reluctant to talk 
about the war. Until she was 45 years 
old, she never knew that he had been a 
Tuskegee Airman. ‘‘He was proud of 
himself, but I can’t say he actually en-
joyed being in the war.’’ 
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Dr. Robert Garrison was from Ohio, 
but he spent his entire postwar adult 
life working as a physician in Mus-
kegon after being hired by Hackley 
Hospital in 1958. He didn’t much talk 
about his work or his service, and for 
many years, he was known mostly for 
his work as a doctor in the community. 

Harvey earned a degree from Mus-
kegon Community College, worked as a 
real estate agent, and attended law 
school. He later returned to the Air 
Force, taking his family with him to 
far-flung bases. He finished his career 
working in the city of Detroit’s munic-
ipal courts. 

His daughter, Judy Rogers, said he 
was the area’s only Black physician for 
several years. In 1971, Garrison became 
the first Black member of the Mus-
kegon Community College Board of 
Trustees. He served for 10 years as a 
trustee for the Community Foundation 
for Muskegon County. 

Finally, to close out this moment of 
reflection, we have the story of a story-
teller. I would like to honor the Grand 
Rapids African American Museum and 
Archive’s owned George Bayard. A long 
time Grand Rapidian, every single day, 
George is working to preserve west 
Michigan’s African American history 
and keep memories alive for future 
generations. 

I couldn’t be more grateful for his 
friendship, his partnership in this 
project, and our shared work together 
for our west Michigan community. 

Madam Speaker, this is for George. 
His passion and dedication to telling 
the stories of Black west Michiganians 
ensures that Black History Month is 
not contained just to a single month 
but that we recognize the contribu-
tions of African Americans in our com-
munity every day. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to maintain proper 
decorum in the Chamber. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of 
the House, reported that on March 1, 
2024, the following bill was presented to 

the President of the United States for 
approval: 

H.R. 7463. Making further continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3274. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Supplemental Standards of Eth-
ical Conduct for Employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense; Correction [Docket ID: 
DoD-2021-OS-0032] (RIN: 0790-AL21) received 
February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–3275. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Truth in Lending (Regulation Z) 
[Docket No.: R-1820] (RIN: 7100-AG69) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3276. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Consumer Leasing (Regulation 
M) [Docket No.: R-1821] (RIN: 7100-AG70) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3277. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Regulatory Capital Rules: Risk- 
Based Capital Requirements for Depository 
Institution Holding Companies Significantly 
Engaged in Insurance Activities [Docket No.: 
R-1673] (RIN: 7100-AF56) received February 
16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–3278. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Federal Reserve Bank Capital 
Stock [Regulation I; Docket No.: R-1824] 
(RIN: 7100-AG72) received February 16, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–3279. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the System’s 
final rule — Appraisals for Higher-Priced 
Mortgage Loans Exemption Threshold 
[Docket No.: R-1819] (RIN: 7100-AG19) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3280. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, 
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Office of Public and Indian Housing, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Implementing Rental Housing Assistance for 
the Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant 
Program [Docket No.: FR-6273-F-02] (RIN: 
2577-AD13) received February 16, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

EC–3281. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Administration for Children and 
Families, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Improving Child Care Ac-
cess, Affordability, and Stability in the Child 
Care and Development Fund (CCDF) (RIN: 
0970-AD02) received February 28, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce. 

EC–3282. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and 
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department 
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s 
Major direct final rule — Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Energy Conservation Stand-
ards for Consumer Conventional Cooking 
Products [EERE-2014-BT-STD-0005] (RIN: 
1904-AF57) received February 20, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3283. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Medicaid Program; Dis-
proportionate Share Hospital Third-Party 
Payer Rule [CMS-2445-F] (RIN: 0938-AV00) re-
ceived February 21, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3284. A letter from the Deputy Bureau 
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security 
Bureau, Federal Communication Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Location-Based Routing for Wireless 
911 Calls [PS Docket No.: 18-64] received Feb-
ruary 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3285. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting a no-
tification that the national emergency with 
respect to the actions and policies of persons 
that undermine democratic processes and in-
stitutions in Ukraine, that was declared in 
Executive Order 13660 of March 6, 2014, is to 
continue in effect beyond March 6, 2024, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public Law 94-412, 
Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1257) (H. Doc. No. 118— 
110); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed. 

EC–3286. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting a no-
tification of the termination of the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 13288 
of March 6, 2003, as amended, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1703(b); Public Law 95-223, Sec. 204(b); 
(91 Stat. 1627) (H. Doc. No. 118—111); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to 
be printed. 

EC–3287. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting a no-
tification that the National Emergency con-
cerning Cuba, originally declared on March 
1, 1996, in Proclamation 6867, as amended, is 
to continue in effect beyond March 1, 2024, 
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public Law 94- 
412, Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1257) (H. Doc. No. 
118—112); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and ordered to be printed. 

EC–3288. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting a no-

tification that the national emergency with 
respect to Libya, that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011, is to 
continue in effect beyond February 25, 2024, 
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public Law 94- 
412, Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1257) (H. Doc. No. 
118—113); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and ordered to be printed. 

EC–3289. A letter from the Alternate OSD 
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — DoD Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) Program; Amendment [Docket 
ID: DOD-2019-OS-0069] (RIN: 0790-AK54) re-
ceived February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

EC–3290. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government- 
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation: Use 
of Project Labor Agreements for Federal 
Construction Projects [FAC 2024-02; FAR 
Case 2022-003; Docket No.: 2022-0003, Sequence 
No.: 1] (RIN: 9000-AO40) received February 14, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3291. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government- 
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s 
small entity compliance guide — Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation; Federal Acquisition 
Circular 2024-02; Small Entity Compliance 
Guide [Docket No.: FAR-2023-0051, Sequence 
No.: 7] received February 14, 2024, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3292. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Personnel Management, transmitting the 
Office’s final rule — Appointment of Current 
and Former Land Management Employees 
(RIN: 3206-AN28) received February 16, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3293. A letter from the Biologist, Office 
and Protected Resources, NMFS, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Admin-
istration’s final rule — Taking of Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Commercial Fishing 
Operations; Atlantic Large Whale Take Re-
duction Plan Regulations [Docket No.: 
240201-0032] (RIN: 0648-BM31) received Feb-
ruary 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–3294. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Director, Migratory Bird Program, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Permits for Incidental Take of 
Eagles and Eagle Nests [Docket No.: FWS- 
HQ-MB-2020-0023; FF09M30000-234- 
FXMB12320900000] (RIN: 1018-BE70) received 
February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–3295. A letter from the Biologist, Office 
of Protected Resources, NMFS, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Approach Regulations for Humpback 
Whales in Waters Surrounding the Hawaiian 
Islands Under the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act [Docket No.: 231214-0303] (RIN: 0648- 
BF98) received February 16, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–3296. A letter from the Deputy General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Depart-

ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final regulations — Adjustment of 
Civil Monetary Penalties for Inflation (RIN: 
1801-AA25) February 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–3297. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel/Rule Administrator, Federal 
Bureau of Prisons, Department of Justice, 
transmitting the Department’s interim final 
rule — Inmate Legal Activities: Visits by At-
torneys [BOP-1175-I] (RIN: 1120-AB75) re-
ceived February 14, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–3298. A letter from the Senior Counsel, 
Office of Legal Policy, Office of the Attorney 
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Civil 
Monetary Penalties Inflation Adjustments 
for 2024 [Docket No.: OLP 176] received Feb-
ruary 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–3299. A letter from the Legal Counsel, 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — 2024 Adjustment of the Penalty for 
Violation of Notice Posting Requirements 
(RIN: 3046-AB26) received February 16, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3300. A letter from the Secretary, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule — Premerger Notifi-
cation; Reporting and Waiting Period Re-
quirements (RIN: 3084-AB46) received Feb-
ruary 16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–3301. A letter from the Secretary, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s annual notice of revision — 
Revised Jurisdictional Thresholds for Sec-
tion 7A of the Clayton Act received February 
16, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3302. A letter from the Assistant Chief 
Counsel for Regulations and Security Stand-
ards, Office of Chief Counsel, Transportation 
Security Administration, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Frequency of Re-
newal Cycle for Indirect Air Carrier Security 
Programs [Docket No.: TSA-2020-0002] (RIN: 
1652-AA72) received February 16, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Homeland Security. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
from printing and reference to the 
proper calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. H.R. 6046. A bill to designate 
Ansarallah as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion and impose certain sanctions on 
Ansarallah, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 118–404, Pt. 1). Ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural 
Resources. H.R. 5616. A bill to require the 
Secretary of the Interior to conduct certain 
offshore lease sales, with an amendment 
(Rept. 118–405). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
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Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Foreign Af-

fairs. H.R. 7122. A bill to prohibit aid that 
will benefit Hamas, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 118–406). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1052. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2799) to 
make reforms to the capital markets of the 
United States, and for other purposes, and 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
7511) to require the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to take into custody aliens who 
have been charged in the United Stated with 
theft, and for other purposes (Rept. 118–407). 
Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 6278. 
A bill to direct the Administrator of General 
Services to identify two Federal agencies to 
consolidate into the GSA Headquarters 
Building, and for other purposes (Rept. 118– 
408). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. PALLONE (for himself and Mrs. 
RODGERS of Washington): 

H.R. 7520. A bill to prohibit data brokers 
from transferring sensitive data of United 
States individuals to foreign adversaries, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. STEFANIK, Ms. 
CASTOR of Florida, Mr. LATTA, Mr. 
CARSON, Mr. HERN, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
ROY, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. DUNN of Flor-
ida, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. 
AUCHINCLOSS, Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. 
TORRES of New York, Mr. 
MOOLENAAR, Ms. BROWN, Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER, and Mrs. HINSON): 

H.R. 7521. A bill to protect the national se-
curity of the United States from the threat 
posed by foreign adversary controlled appli-
cations, such as TikTok and any successor 
application or service and any other applica-
tion or service developed or provided by 
ByteDance Ltd. or an entity under the con-
trol of ByteDance Ltd; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself, 
Mr. SARBANES, and Mr. WITTMAN): 

H.R. 7522. A bill to amend the America’s 
Conservation Enhancement Act to reauthor-
ize the Chesapeake WILD program; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. TIMMONS (for himself and Mr. 
KHANNA): 

H.R. 7523. A bill to establish the Office of 
Executive Councils, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

By Mr. SESSIONS: 
H.R. 7524. A bill to amend title 40, United 

States Code, to require the submission of re-
ports on certain information technology 
services funds to Congress before expendi-
tures may be made, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

By Mr. FALLON (for himself and Ms. 
PETTERSEN): 

H.R. 7525. A bill to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget to 
issue guidance to agencies requiring special 
districts to be recognized as local govern-
ment for the purpose of Federal financial as-
sistance determinations; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mrs. LUNA (for herself, Mr. 
DONALDS, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mrs. 
LESKO, and Mr. BIGGS): 

H.R. 7526. A bill to repeal the final rule 
adopted by the District of Columbia Depart-
ment of Energy and Environment relating to 
‘‘Adoption of California Vehicle Emission 
Standards’’; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself and 
Mr. COMER): 

H.R. 7527. A bill to direct the United States 
Postal Service to issue regulations requiring 
Postal Service employees and contractors to 
report to the Postal Service traffic crashes 
involving vehicles carrying mail that result 
in injury or death, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 7528. A bill to amend section 206 of the 

E-Government Act of 2002 to improve the in-
tegrity and management of mass comments 
and computer-generated comments in the 
regulatory review process, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Virginia, and Mr. WITTMAN): 

H.R. 7529. A bill to amend the Chesapeake 
Bay Initiative Act of 1998 to reauthorize the 
Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Watertrails 
Network; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. DONALDS (for himself, Mr. 
BIGGS, Mr. TIMMONS, and Mr. PALM-
ER): 

H.R. 7530. A bill to limit youth offender 
status in the District of Columbia to individ-
uals 18 years of age or younger, to direct the 
Attorney General of the District of Columbia 
to establish and operate a publicly accessible 
website containing updated statistics on ju-
venile crime in the District of Columbia, to 
amend the District of Columbia Home Rule 
Act to prohibit the Council of the District of 
Columbia from enacting changes to existing 
criminal liability sentences, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself, 
Mr. DONALDS, Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, 
Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
FLOOD, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr. 
MEUSER, and Mr. POSEY): 

H.R. 7531. A bill to require the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System to 
study the impacts of the Board’s Reg II pro-
posed rule, to complete a quantitative im-
pact analysis of such rule, and to consider 
the results of such study and analysis before 
finalizing such rule, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. COMER (for himself, Mr. 
RASKIN, Ms. MACE, Ms. OCASIO-COR-
TEZ, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, Mr. LANGWORTHY, and Mr. 
KHANNA): 

H.R. 7532. A bill to amend chapter 35 of 
title 44, United States Code, to establish 
Federal AI system governance requirements, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mr. BIGGS: 
H.R. 7533. A bill to improve retrospective 

reviews of Federal regulations, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. AUCHINCLOSS: 
H.R. 7534. A bill to amend the Children’s 

Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 to im-

prove protections for children, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. CARAVEO (for herself and Mr. 
MANN): 

H.R. 7535. A bill to require the Comptroller 
General of the United States to conduct a 
study and submit a report on price-related 
compensation and payment structures in the 
prescription drug supply chain; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (for himself 
and Mr. LAWLER): 

H.R. 7536. A bill to establish a program for 
purposes of carrying out programs to prevent 
adverse childhood experiences and promoting 
positive childhood experiences, and to re-
quire the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to conduct studies, evaluations, and 
research to address adverse childhood experi-
ences, including through the promotion of 
positive childhood experiences; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Mr. GARBARINO, and Ms. 
WEXTON): 

H.R. 7537. A bill to provide for the disclo-
sure and sharing of certain policy and claims 
information under the National Flood Insur-
ance Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. DESAULNIER: 
H.R. 7538. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services, for the purpose 
of addressing public health crises, to require 
the manufacturers of covered products to de-
velop, maintain, and update a plan to miti-
gate the effects of such products on public 
health, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself and 
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia): 

H.R. 7539. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to guarantee BioBonds in order 
to provide funding for loans to eligible bio-
medical companies and universities to carry 
out clinical trials approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. GREENE of Georgia: 
H.R. 7540. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to provide protections for non-
violent political protesters, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on In-
telligence (Permanent Select), for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 7541. A bill to extend Federal recogni-

tion to the United Houma Nation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. LAWLER (for himself and Mr. 
LANDSMAN): 

H.R. 7542. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for congenital 
Cytomegalovirus screening of newborns; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. KELLY 
of Mississippi, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. KIM 
of New Jersey, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Mr. SABLAN, 
Mr. MRVAN, and Mr. CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 7543. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to expand eligibility for Post-9/ 
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11 Educational Assistance to members of the 
National Guard who perform certain full- 
time duty, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. MALOY (for herself, Mr. ESTES, 
Mr. FULCHER, Mr. LAMBORN, and Mr. 
BIGGS): 

H.R. 7544. A bill to prohibit the condi-
tioning of any permit, lease, or other use 
agreement on the transfer of any water right 
to the United States by the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, and in addition to the 
Committee on Agriculture, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself and Mr. 
BUCSHON): 

H.R. 7545. A bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to include certified com-
munity behavioral health clinic services as a 
State plan option under the Medicaid pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself and Mrs. 
KIGGANS of Virginia): 

H.R. 7546. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for patient 
protection by limiting the number of manda-
tory overtime hours a nurse may be required 
to work in certain providers of services to 
which payments are made under the Medi-
care Program; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY (for himself, Mrs. 
WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. CARSON, Mr. 
LANDSMAN, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. 
NORTON, Mrs. RAMIREZ, and Mr. 
THANEDAR): 

H.R. 7547. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a refundable 
young adult tax credit with monthly ad-
vance payment; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia: 
H.R. 7548. A bill to direct the Adminis-

trator of General Services to establish a pro-
gram to sell surplus Government motor vehi-
cles to certain small businesses that provide 
ground transportation service, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. MRVAN: 
H.R. 7549. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to provide for the termination 
of a certain educational assistance program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. NORTON (for herself, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. BEYER, Mr. 
TRONE, and Mr. RASKIN): 

H.R. 7550. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish a mechanism to 
make helicopter noise complaint data acces-
sible to the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. WEBER of 
Texas, Ms. BOEBERT, Mr. HIGGINS of 
Louisiana, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, 
Mr. BRECHEEN, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. 
MASSIE, Mr. GOOD of Virginia, Mr. 
DAVIDSON, Mr. BURLISON, Mr. NOR-
MAN, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. MOORE of Ala-
bama, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. 
CRANE, Mr. FULCHER, Mr. BIGGS, and 
Mr. DESJARLAIS): 

H.R. 7551. A bill to prohibit any Federal 
law from making the manufacturer of a 
COVID-19 vaccine immune from suit or li-

ability, or limiting the liability of such a 
manufacturer, with respect to claims for loss 
caused by, arising out of, relating to, or re-
sulting from the administration to or the use 
by an individual of a COVID-19 vaccine, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, and Mr. 
D’ESPOSITO): 

H.R. 7552. A bill to prohibit the use of ma-
terials that use the term ‘‘West Bank’’, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr. 
LANGWORTHY, Mr. GARBARINO, and 
Mr. WILLIAMS of New York): 

H.R. 7553. A bill to provide that in order to 
be eligible for a grant under the Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
Program, a State shall provide the Secretary 
of Homeland Security access to the State de-
partment of motor vehicles records for the 
purpose of enforcing the immigration laws; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. TENNEY: 
H.R. 7554. A bill to amend part A of title IV 

of the Social Security Act to ensure that 
Federal funds provided under the program of 
block grants to States for temporary assist-
ance for needy families are used to supple-
ment State spending, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for 
herself, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Ms. WILSON 
of Florida, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, and Ms. 
SALAZAR): 

H.R. 7555. A bill to extend the Generalized 
System of Preferences program; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WEBER of Texas (for himself 
and Mrs. FLETCHER): 

H.R. 7556. A bill to establish a working 
group to coordinate regulatory oversight of 
liquefied natural gas facilities, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and in addition to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WEBSTER of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. GRAVES of 
Missouri, and Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington): 

H.R. 7557. A bill to protect members of the 
Coast Guard from sexual assault and harass-
ment and increase transparency within the 
Coast Guard, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. WITTMAN (for himself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Virginia, and Mr. SAR-
BANES): 

H.R. 7558. A bill to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to reauthorize 
the Chesapeake Bay Program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. SCALISE: 
H. Con. Res. 93. Concurrent resolution pro-

viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself and 
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI): 

H. Res. 1051. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of the national security risks 
posed by foreign adversary controlled social 
media applications; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. AMODEI (for himself, Mrs. 
FLETCHER, Mr. LAMBORN, Ms. TITUS, 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. JOYCE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. 
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. MOORE of Utah, Mr. 

VEASEY, Mr. COSTA, Mrs. MILLER of 
West Virginia, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr. FLOOD, 
Mr. MOLINARO, Ms. LOFGREN, and Mr. 
GROTHMAN): 

H. Res. 1053. A resolution reaffirming the 
deep and steadfast United States-Canada 
partnership and the ties that bind the two 
countries in support of economic and na-
tional security; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY (for herself, Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. CALVERT, 
Mr. BAIRD, Mr. VEASEY, and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK): 

H. Res. 1054. A resolution recognizing the 
roles and contributions of military animals 
and their valiant human handlers for brav-
ery in both war and peace, and acknowl-
edging the importance of creating a process 
for honoring their valor and meritorious 
achievements; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. CLEAVER (for himself, Mr. 
GRAVES of Missouri, Ms. DAVIDS of 
Kansas, Mr. ALFORD, Mr. LATURNER, 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER, and Mr. NUNN of Iowa): 

H. Res. 1055. A resolution congratulating 
the Kansas City Chiefs on their victory in 
Super Bowl LVIII; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself, Mr. 
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. 
MEEKS, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. BERA, Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. CASTRO 
of Texas, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Ms. 
TITUS, Mrs. KIM of California, Mr. 
SCHNEIDER, Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. LIEU, 
Mrs. STEEL, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK, Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 
KEATING, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. AMO, 
Mr. LAWLER, Mr. ALLRED, Mr. 
MCCORMICK, and Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE): 

H. Res. 1056. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of trilateral cooperation among 
the United States, Japan, and South Korea; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia (for himself, 
Mr. OGLES, Ms. MACE, Mr. NORMAN, 
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. POSEY, 
Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. MOONEY, Mr. 
DONALDS, Mr. CLYDE, Mrs. MILLER of 
Illinois, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. BRECHEEN, Mr. 
PALMER, Mr. EZELL, Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina, Mr. BIGGS, and Mr. 
BURLISON): 

H. Res. 1057. A resolution denouncing calls 
for a cease-fire in Gaza; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS (for herself, 
Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr. FEENSTRA, and 
Mrs. HINSON): 

H. Res. 1058. A resolution congratulating 
Iowa native Caitlin Clark on becoming the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association Di-
vision I basketball leading scorer; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin (for her-
self and Ms. LEE of California): 

H. Res. 1059. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the week begin-
ning March 5, 2024, as ‘‘School Social Work 
Week’’; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
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enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Mr. PALLONE: 
H.R. 7520. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: [The 

Congress shall have Power] To regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations, sand among the 
several states, and with the Indian Tribes; 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit data brokers from transferring 

sensitive data of United States individuals to 
foreign adversaries, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER: 
H.R. 7521. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Foreign and interstate commerce—social 

media applications 
By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: 

H.R. 7522. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Conservation 

By Mr. TIMMONS: 
H.R. 7523. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article One, Section Eight, United States 

Consitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish the Office of Executive Coun-

cils, and for other purposes 
By Mr. SESSIONS: 

H.R. 7524. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the General Services Adminis-

tration to provide an annual report to Con-
gress regarding each project funded by the 
Citizen Services Fund (CSF) and some 
projects funded by the Acquisition Services 
Fund (ASF) by the end of that fiscal year. 
The bill requires that this report include in-
formation about when the funded project was 
initiated, an explanation of the project, the 
project’s total cost, and the amount of reim-
bursements associated with the project. 

By Mr. FALLON: 
H.R. 7525. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Unites States 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the Director of the Office of 

Management and Budget to issue guidance to 
agencies requiring special districts to be rec-
ognized as local government for the purpose 
of Federal financial assistance determina-
tions. 

By Mrs. LUNA: 
H.R. 7526. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Would repeal the District of Columbia De-

partment of Energy and Environment’s final 
rule imposing California’s electric vehicle 
mandate on the District. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY: 
H.R. 7527. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the United States Postal Service 

to issue regulations requiring Postal Service 
employees and contractors to report to the 
Postal Service traffic crashes involving vehi-
cles carrying mail that result in injury or 
death, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 7528. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitu-

tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend section 206 of the E-Government 

Act of 2002 to improve the integrity and 
management of mass comments and com-
puter-generated comments in the regulatory 
review process, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. SARBANES: 
H.R. 7529. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Public Lands 

By Mr. DONALDS: 
H.R. 7530. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
District of Columbia Home Rule Act 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Washington, D.C. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER: 
H.R. 7531. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the Board of Governors of the 

Federal Reserve System to study the im-
pacts of the Board’s Reg II proposed rule, to 
complete a quantitative impact analysis of 
such rule, and to consider the results of such 
study and analysis before finalizing such 
rule, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. COMER: 
H.R. 7532. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 of the Con-

stitution, in that the legislation regulates 
forms of commerce specified in that clause; 
and, Article I, Section 8, clause 18 of the 
Constitution, in that the legislation ‘‘is nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers’’ and ‘‘other Pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any De-
partment or Officer thereof,’’ including the 
powers of the President specified in Article 
II of the Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The single subject of this bill is to estab-

lish Federal AI system governance require-
ments. 

By Mr. BIGGS: 
H.R. 7533. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The single subject of this bill is to improve 

retrospective reviews of Federal regulations. 
By Mr. AUCHINCLOSS: 

H.R. 7534. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Children’s Online Privacy 

Protection Act (COPPA) to raise the age of 

data privacy protections and require pri-
vacy-protective methods of age verification. 

By Ms. CARAVEO: 
H.R. 7535. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Constitutional Authority—Necessary and 

Proper Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18) 
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I. SECTION 8: POWERS OF 

CONGRESS 
CLAUSE 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the Comptroller General of the 

United States to conduct a study and submit 
a report on price-related compensation and 
payment structures in the prescription drug 
supply chain. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 7536. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-

stitution: To make all laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the powers enumerated under section 
8 and all other Powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
health 

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 7537. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Flood Risk Awareness 

By Mr. DESAULNIER: 
H.R. 7538. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
holding corporations accountable for prod-

ucts they make that contribute to public 
health crises. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H.R. 7539. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the Secretary of the Treasury 

to guarantee BioBonds in order to provide 
funding for loans to eligible biomedical com-
panies and universities to carry out clinical 
trials approved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes. 

By Ms. GREENE of Georgia: 
H.R. 7540. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, United States Con-

stitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to 

provide protections for nonviolent political 
protesters, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 7541. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitu-

tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To extend Federal recognition to the 

United Houma Nation, and for other pur-
poses. 

By Mr. LAWLER: 
H.R. 7542. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Public Health Service Act to 

provide for congenital Cytomegalovirus 
screening of newborns. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
H.R. 7543. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Veterans 

By Ms. MALOY: 
H.R. 7544. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section I 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit the conditioning of any permit, 

lease, or other use agreement on the transfer 
of any water right to the United States by 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and for other pur-
poses. 

By Ms. MATSUI: 
H.R. 7545. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
section 8 of article I of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
health care 

By Ms. MATSUI: 
H.R. 7546. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
health care 

By Mr. MCGARVEY: 
H.R. 7547. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Taxes 

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia: 
H.R. 7548. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Transportation 

By Mr. MRVAN: 
H.R. 7549. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 provides Con-

gress with the power to lay and collect taxes, 
duties, and imposts and excises, to pay the 
debts and provide for the common defense 
and general welfare of the United States; but 
all duties, imposts and excises shall be uni-
form throuhgout the United States 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would terminate Chapter 35 Sur-

vivors’ and Dependents’ Education Assist-
ance (DEA) on August 1, 2028 and make sur-
vivors and dependents eligible for Chapter 33 
(Post 9/11 GI Bill) benefits 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 7550. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would require the Secretary of 

Transportation to establish a mechanism to 
make helicopter noise complaint data acces-
sible to the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, to helicopter operators operating in the 
Washington, D.C. area and to the public on-
line. 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 7551. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 
States Constitution—to make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or any Department or Officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit any Federal law from making 

the manufacturer of a COVID–19 vaccine im-
mune from liability. 

By Ms. TENNEY: 
H.R. 7552. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill requires federal materials to use 

the term ‘‘Judea and Samaria’’ instead of 
‘‘West Bank’’ and makes conforming changes 
to existing law. 

By Ms. TENNEY: 
H.R. 7553. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill conditions Byrne JAG grants on 

state DMVs sharing information with the 
Department of Homeland Security 

By Ms. TENNEY: 
H.R. 7554. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend part A of title IV of the Social 

Security Act to ensure that Federal funds 
provided under the program of block grants 
to States for temporary assistance for needy 
families are used to supplement State spend-
ing, and for other purposes. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ: 
H.R. 7555. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution, gives Congress the 
power to regulate trade 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To extend the Generalized System of Pref-

erences with retroactive treatment for cov-
ered articles. 

By Mr. WEBER of Texas: 
H.R. 7556. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish a working group to coordinate 

oversight of liquefied natural gas facilities 
By Mr. WEBSTER of Florida: 

H.R. 7557. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1, clause 3, and 

clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Protect members of the Coast Guard from 

sexual assault and harassment and increase 
transparency within the Coast Guard. 

By Mr. WITTMAN: 
H.R. 7558. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reauthorizing the Chesapeake Bay Pro-

gram 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 16: Mr. TAKANO, Mr. PETERS, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. UNDERWOOD, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. 
CLYBURN, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. BROWN, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. 
STEVENS, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. SARBANES, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. GOLDMAN of 
New York, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms. 
KELLY of Illinois, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. CROCKETT, 
Ms. MENG, Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, Ms. SEWELL, and Ms. WEXTON. 

H.R. 40: Ms. MENG, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. 
LOFGREN, and Mr. CLEAVER. 

H.R. 205: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 233: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 552: Mr. MOONEY. 
H.R. 620: Ms. HOULAHAN and Mr. BOWMAN. 
H.R. 661: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H.R. 705: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 709: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 737: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 766: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 789: Mr. CARSON and Mr. MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 807: Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 830: Mr. MULLIN and Ms. DAVIDS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 964: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 987: Mr. FULCHER and Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 1008: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 1015: Mr. LYNCH, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. 

NORTON, Ms. LEE of Nevada, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. GOODEN of Texas, Mr. 
MORELLE, Mr. HIMES, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. 
WENSTRUP, and Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia. 

H.R. 1097: Mr. MAGAZINER, Ms. BROWN, Mr. 
ALLRED, Mr. IVEY, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. 
STEUBE. 

H.R. 1103: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 1118: Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 1133: Mr. KIM of New Jersey. 
H.R. 1179: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 1200: Mr. HARRIS. 
H.R. 1201: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 1202: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. 

MEUSER. 
H.R. 1255: Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. MORELLE, Ms. 

STRICKLAND, Ms. ROSS, and Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 1273: Ms. ESHOO and Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 1359: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 1387: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 1401: Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. KELLY of Mis-

sissippi, Ms. PETTERSEN, and Mrs. GONZÁLEZ- 
COLÓN. 

H.R. 1453: Mr. MILLER of Ohio. 
H.R. 1477: Ms. NORTON, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. 

SCHIFF, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. MILLS, Mrs. 
MCBATH, and Mr. RASKIN. 

H.R. 1488: Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 1491: Mr. VALADAO and Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 1509: Mr. COHEN, Ms. ADAMS, and Mrs. 

RAMIREZ. 
H.R. 1511: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1582: Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 1639: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 1666: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 1668: Mr. FROST and Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 1729: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1764: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1767: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois and Mr. 

KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 1787: Mr. BERGMAN. 
H.R. 1788: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 1823: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 1840: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 2367: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 2501: Mr. KHANNA and Mr. 

DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 2537: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 2595: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H.R. 2630: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ and Mr. 

WOMACK. 
H.R. 2706: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2708: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 2713: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 2723: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 2725: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
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H.R. 2768: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 2814: Mr. CARTER of Texas. 
H.R. 2828: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. GOLDMAN of 

New York. 
H.R. 2894: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 2923: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 2955: Mrs. LESKO and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 2966: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Ms. 

STRICKLAND. 
H.R. 2996: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 3005: Ms. MANNING and Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 3037: Mr. MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 3039: Mrs. HARSHBARGER. 
H.R. 3056: Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN and Ms. 

STANSBURY. 
H.R. 3106: Mr. CASTEN, Mr. FROST, Mr. 

LANGWORTHY, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, and Mr. 
MOSKOWITZ. 

H.R. 3147: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3159: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York and 

Mr. MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 3161: Mrs. BICE. 
H.R. 3179: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 3183: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 3199: Mr. LANGWORTHY. 
H.R. 3228: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3331: Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. 

LYNCH, Mr. KIM of New Jersey, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, and Ms. STANSBURY. 

H.R. 3352: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 3375: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 3382: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 3394: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 3398: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 3413: Mr. GOOD of Virginia and Mr. 

SCHIFF. 
H.R. 3418: Mr. BALDERSON. 
H.R. 3433: Mr. MORELLE, Ms. TENNEY, and 

Mr. POSEY. 
H.R. 3434: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3442: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey and Mr. 

RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 3478: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. BEYER, 

Ms. UNDERWOOD, and Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 3539: Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 

KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 3548: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 3565: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3589: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 3600: Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 3601: Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 3611: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 3682: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 3691: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 3734: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3882: Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 4121: Mr. AMO, Mr. SCHNEIDER, and Mr. 

HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 4157: Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. SABLAN, and 

Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 4167: Mr. DESJARLAIS. 
H.R. 4174: Ms. GARCIA of Texas and Ms. 

STANSBURY. 
H.R. 4261: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 4277: Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 4285: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 4335: Mrs. BICE and Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 4551: Mr. FITZGERALD. 
H.R. 4582: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 4599: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 4606: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 4758: Mr. DUNN of Florida, Mr. POCAN, 

and Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 4818: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 

CAREY, Mr. BANKS, and Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 4845: Mr. KILDEE and Ms. DAVIDS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 4848: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr. 

POSEY, Ms. GREENE of Georgia, and Mrs. 
SPARTZ. 

H.R. 4858: Mrs. DINGELL and Mr. BOWMAN. 
H.R. 4867: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 4878: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 4936: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 4988: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 5012: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 5020: Mr. WALTZ, Mr. VAN DREW, and 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. 

H.R. 5077: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 5084: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 5138: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 5145: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 5163: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 5182: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 5198: Mr. BENTZ. 
H.R. 5212: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr. FLOOD, 

and Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 5248: Ms. OMAR and Ms. CLARKE of New 

York. 
H.R. 5256: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 5266: Mr. FLOOD and Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5362: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 5403: Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. GOOD of Vir-

ginia, and Mr. WALTZ. 
H.R. 5492: Mr. LEVIN, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. 

DELBENE, Ms. MENG, Mr. TRONE, Mr. KIM of 
New Jersey, Mr. LIEU, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. 
STRICKLAND, Ms. ROSS, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. 
KHANNA, Mr. PAPPAS, and Ms. PRESSLEY. 

H.R. 5496: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 5555: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 5568: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 5572: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 5601: Mr. GRIJALVA and Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 5611: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 5644: Ms. TOKUDA and Mr. LARSON of 

Connecticut. 
H.R. 5728: Ms. CARAVEO. 
H.R. 5789: Ms. LOFGREN and Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5793: Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 5798: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 5808: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 5813: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 5829: Mr. BACON and Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.R. 5934: Mr. THANEDAR and Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 5976: Mr. MENENDEZ and Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 5979: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 5989: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 5995: Ms. MANNING. 
H.R. 6053: Ms. MATSUI and Ms. KAMLAGER- 

DOVE. 
H.R. 6063: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 6065: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 6094: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr. 

PFLUGER. 
H.R. 6111: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 6203: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois and Mr. 

BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 6244: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 6319: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. 

SIMPSON, and Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 6321: Mr. GIMENEZ. 
H.R. 6429: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 6430: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 6455: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 

CLARKE of New York, and Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE. 

H.R. 6492: Mr. LAWLER and Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 6515: Ms. MATSUI and Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 6542: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 

SMITH of Washington, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, and 
Ms. SCHRIER. 

H.R. 6598: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 6600: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 6644: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 6724: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. RUTHER-

FORD, and Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 6734: Mrs. FISCHBACH. 
H.R. 6746: Ms. SHERRILL. 
H.R. 6815: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr. 

RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 6824: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H.R. 6864: Mr. EDWARDS and Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 6906: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 6920: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 6929: Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. MCGOVERN, 

Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MFUME, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, 
Mr. MOULTON, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. PANETTA, 
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PETERS, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. 
PLASKETT, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL 
of Florida, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. SARBANES, 
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. WILLIAMS of New 
York, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. WILD, 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 
VEASEY, Mr. VARGAS, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. 
TORRES of New York, Mr. TONKO, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TITUS, Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. ALLRED, Mr. AMO, 
Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Ms. BALINT, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BLUMENAUER, 
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
BOWMAN, Ms. BROWN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. 
BUDZINSKI, Ms. BUSH, Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. CAREY, Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. 
CASTEN, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. CORREA, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms. 
DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina, Ms. DEAN of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. DELUZIO, Ms. 
ESCOBAR, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. 
EVANS, Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. 
FROST, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. 
ROBERT GARCIA of California, Mr. GARCÍA of 
Illinois, Mr. GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. GOLDMAN 
of New York, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. HARDER of 
California, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. HIMES, Mr. 
HORSFORD, Ms. HOULAHAN, Ms. HOYLE of Or-
egon, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. 
KILDEE, Mr. KIM of New Jersey, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ, Mr. LIEU, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mr. MAGAZINER, Ms. MANNING, Ms. 
MCCLELLAN, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. TAKANO, 
Mrs. SYKES, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. STRICKLAND, 
Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. 
SHERMAN, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. SABLAN, Mr. RYAN, Ms. ROSS, 
Mr. POCAN, Ms. PORTER, Ms. PRESSLEY, and 
Mr. RASKIN. 

H.R. 6933: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 6946: Mr. CARBAJAL and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 6951: Mr. CARTER of Texas and Mr. 

BEAN of Florida. 
H.R. 6963: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 6974: Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 7042: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.R. 7046: Ms. LEE of Florida. 
H.R. 7056: Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. 

EVANS, Mr. CROW, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. 
ALLRED, Mr. KILMER, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. 
CARAVEO, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. 
SCHRIER, Ms. PORTER, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, 
Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, and Mr. 
VEASEY. 

H.R. 7079: Mr. SELF. 
H.R. 7109: Mr. FLOOD, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, 

Mr. CLYDE, and Mr. WENSTRUP. 
H.R. 7125: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 7130: Mr. SELF, Mr. BEAN of Florida, 

Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Ms. 
GREENE of Georgia, Mr. HERN, Mr. OWENS, 
and Mr. STRONG. 

H.R. 7137: Ms. CASTOR of Florida and Mrs. 
PELTOLA. 

H.R. 7145: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 7156: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.R. 7165: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 

LAWLER, Ms. TITUS, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. DE LA 
CRUZ, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. CHU, Ms. NORTON, and 
Mr. CASTEN. 

H.R. 7169: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 7170: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 7185: Mr. OBERNOLTE and Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 7212: Ms. CARAVEO. 
H.R. 7216: Mr. ZINKE and Mr. ROSENDALE. 
H.R. 7218: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 7227: Mr. KILMER, Mr. ZINKE, Ms. 

MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. TRONE, and Ms. 
NORTON. 

H.R. 7233: Mr. SELF. 
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H.R. 7244: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York and 

Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 7248: Ms. NORTON and Mr. GOLDMAN of 

New York. 
H.R. 7249: Mr. PFLUGER and Mr. GOOD of 

Virginia. 
H.R. 7261: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 7273: Mr. SELF. 
H.R. 7274: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. 
H.R. 7284: Mr. ELLZEY. 
H.R. 7296: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 7297: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.R. 7322: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H.R. 7334: Mrs. SPARTZ and Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 7335: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H.R. 7343: Mrs. SPARTZ, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. 

NEHLS, and Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 7346: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 7348: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 7365: Mr. GOOD of Virginia, Mr. POSEY, 

and Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7377: Mr. SELF. 
H.R. 7378: Mr. ALLRED, Ms. GARCIA of 

Texas, and Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.R. 7383: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 7384: Ms. ROSS, Ms. SHERRILL, and Mr. 

BALDERSON. 
H.R. 7387: Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 7388: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 7395: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 7397: Mr. SOTO, Mr. DAVIS of North 

Carolina, and Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 7398: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 7428: Mr. LUETKEMEYER. 
H.R. 7433: Mr. GARBARINO. 
H.R. 7434: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7440: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 7451: Mrs. RAMIREZ. 
H.R. 7457: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 7468: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 7494: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 7501: Mr. WENSTRUP. 

H.R. 7504: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 7513: Mr. MURPHY, Mr. CAREY, Mr. 

ESTES, Mr. FEENSTRA, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. 
MOOLENAAR, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
BUCHANAN. 

H.R. 7515: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 7516: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.J. Res. 76: Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. JACKSON 

LEE, and Mr. MEEKS. 
H.J. Res. 107: Mr. BURLISON and Mr. DAVID-

SON. 
H.J. Res. 109: Mr. EMMER, Mr. SOTO, and 

Mr. HILL. 
H.J. Res. 110: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H. Con. Res. 5: Mr. BACON. 
H. Con. Res. 16: Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H. Con. Res. 31: Ms. OMAR. 
H. Con. Res. 44: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H. Res. 149: Ms. KAPTUR. 
H. Res. 204: Mr. VARGAS. 
H. Res. 389: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER and Ms. 

CARAVEO. 
H. Res. 568: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H. Res. 709: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H. Res. 821: Mr. NADLER. 
H. Res. 901: Mr. PETERS and Ms. TENNEY. 
H. Res. 915: Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. KEAN of 

New Jersey, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. BAIRD, and 
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 

H. Res. 929: Ms. LEE of California. 
H. Res. 942: Ms. TLAIB. 
H. Res. 1022: Mr. D’ESPOSITO and Mr. AUS-

TIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H. Res. 1031: Mr. TIMMONS. 
H. Res. 1035: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, 

Ms. ROSS, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H. Res. 1037: Mr. D’ESPOSITO, Mrs. MILLER- 

MEEKS, Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. WITT-
MAN, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, and Mr. CAR-
TER of Georgia. 

H. Res. 1042: Mr. BOWMAN. 

H. Res. 1047: Mr. NADLER. 
H. Res. 1048: Ms. ADAMS, Mr. VARGAS, and 

Ms. MENG. 
H. Res. 1050: Mr. LIEU, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 

JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. COHEN, 
and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. JORDAN 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on the Judiciary in H.R. 7511, 
the Laken Riley Act, do not contain any 
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in 
clause 9 of rule XXI. 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative LAWLER, or a designee, to H.R. 
2799 does not contain any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H. Res. 902: Ms. MANNING. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable PETER 
WELCH, a Senator from the State of 
Vermont. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Most Holy and gracious God, who 

turns dark yesterdays into bright to-
morrows, satisfy us with Your mercy, 
grace, and peace, that we may receive 
Your help for our time of need. Lift the 
light of Your countenance upon our 
lawmakers. Calm every troubled 
thought, and keep their feet on the 
path of peace. Lord, perfect Your 
strength in their weakness, and em-
power them to serve You in a way that 
honors Your Name. Guide their debates 
to expose truth, to produce creative 
compromise, and to bring solutions 
that will keep America strong. May 
they use their talents to renew peace 
in our Nation and world. 

We pray in Your magnificent Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 5, 2024. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable PETER WELCH, a Sen-
ator from the State of Vermont, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WELCH thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 3853 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk due 
for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3853) to extend the period for fil-

ing claims under the Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act and to provide for com-
pensation under such Act for claims relating 
to Manhattan Project waste, and to improve 
compensation for workers involved in ura-
nium mining. 

Mr. SCHUMER. In order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I would object to fur-
ther proceeding. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the Calendar. 

f 

CHANGE HEALTHCARE CYBER 
ATTACK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today 
I come to the floor with good news. 
HHS and CMS has heeded my call from 

last Friday to provide hospitals and 
providers immediate relief in the after-
math of the devastating cyber attack 
asking for ransom. The announcement 
by CMS today will get cash flowing to 
providers while our healthcare system 
works to get fully back online after 
this attack. 

It is an extremely encouraging first 
step, but the systems of many of the 
providers are complicated and they are 
varied, so I urge CMS to be persistent 
and patient as they work to get all the 
providers on board; and I will work 
with CMS to make sure that happens. 

As you know, across New York and 
across America, tens of thousands of 
hospitals, pharmacies, doctors’ offices, 
and other healthcare providers are still 
reeling from one of the worst cyber at-
tacks ever launched on our healthcare 
system. 

The February 21 attack against 
Change Healthcare, which is respon-
sible for processing billions of insur-
ance and payment claims annually for 
healthcare providers, has thrown pro-
viders, including hospitals and phar-
macies, into a crisis. For nearly 2 
weeks, they have been unable to sub-
mit medical claims; and many pro-
viders are facing imminent insolvency 
as cash reserves are drying up. 

Yesterday, I was in Ithaca and met 
with Rome Health and Cayuga Health 
who told me they are losing hundreds 
of thousands of dollars every single day 
with stacks of claims nearly two feet 
high that they can’t file. 

Americans, meanwhile, are strug-
gling to refill prescriptions, having 
their care delayed or denied and are 
unable to use patient assistance pro-
grams they need to stay healthy. Our 
hospitals, particularly our smaller ones 
without a cushion of cash reserve, 
could have ended up laying off people 
and not providing services had CMS 
not stepped up to the plate. I am so 
glad they did. 

Probably even worse, our small phar-
macies who have no financial cushion 
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could have ended up shutting down and 
would have told millions of patients, 
millions of customers that they can’t 
provide the medicines these customers 
need because they were not getting re-
imbursed. 

This was a crisis, so last Friday, I 
called upon HHS and CMS to use their 
authority to accelerate payments to 
our hospitals and impacted providers. 
Hospitals and providers need help from 
the Federal Government so they can 
focus on their main mission as much as 
possible, which is providing care for 
their patients. I warned that the longer 
this crisis persists, the harder it will be 
for hospitals and other providers to 
stay open. 

Today, I am pleased to see that HHS 
and CMS are heeding my call. This is a 
huge shot in the arm and will provide 
immediate relief to hospitals and pro-
viders, just like we saw during COVID. 
CMS had the ability to do this; and 
during COVID, when providers also 
were not being reimbursed, they filled 
the void. And I am glad they are doing 
it again. 

What CMS has done is an encour-
aging first step, but the work cannot 
stop until every affected provider has 
the financial stability to weather this 
storm. We need CMS to cut through 
the redtape to make sure these ad-
vanced payments are done right. The 
systems of the different providers are 
varied. Some are very complicated. We 
need CMS to be both persistent and 
flexible. 

And, of course, we have asked the 
FBI and other Justice Department 
Agencies to find out who these awful 
perpetrators of this ransomware were 
to put them out of business and see if 
they can seek punishment, depending 
on the country that these providers 
came from. 

I thank the administration for its 
swift action, and I encourage it to do 
more. I will work daily with the admin-
istration and providers alike until the 
situation is resolved. 

f 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now 
on government funding, well, it is the 
start of a busy and consequential week 
in Congress. Thursday evening, Presi-
dent Biden will deliver his annual 
State of the Union Address to the 
American people, where he will share 
the immense progress we have made as 
a country to bring down costs, 
strengthen our economy, and protect 
our country from threats around the 
world. 

On Friday, Congress will face another 
funding deadline, whereupon the gov-
ernment will start shutting down un-
less both Chambers work quickly, deci-
sively, and with bipartisan coopera-
tion. On that front, we are, thankfully, 
off to a very, very good start. Sunday 
evening, negotiators reached a long- 
sought, bipartisan and bicameral fund-
ing deal on the first six appropriations 
bills. And we did it—we passed these 

bills—without devastating cuts or poi-
son pill riders pushed by the MAGA 
right. 

It has not been easy to complete the 
appropriations process in a divided gov-
ernment, but after a lot of persistence, 
we now have six bills that will preserve 
significant investments for American 
families, for moms and children, for 
America’s clean energy, for America’s 
veterans, and more. 

It took a lot of work to make it hap-
pen. Appropriators worked through the 
entire weekend, so did my staff—so did 
I, in fact—and we have been working 
on this every day for months. 

The important thing now is for both 
Chambers to move quickly. The House 
is set to take up these appropriations 
bills tomorrow, where, hopefully, they 
will pass. And as soon as the House 
sends the appropriations bills over to 
the Senate, I will put these bills on the 
floor so we can have them on President 
Biden’s desk before Friday’s deadline. 

But the clock is ticking, and because 
of the State of the Union on Thursday, 
we need to cooperate to move extra 
fast to get these bills through. Between 
now and Friday, the watchwords for 
the Senate will be ‘‘cooperation’’ and 
‘‘speed.’’ 

Now, let me take a moment to high-
light some of the ways these appropria-
tions bills will make a difference for 
the American people. This appropria-
tions process—or this appropriations 
agreement—is a success in at least two 
ways: One, we protected almost all of 
the good investments for the American 
people and, two, we resisted practically 
all of the nasty riders from the MAGA 
right. 

To moms and kids who rely on nutri-
tion programs, you will be taken care 
of. Despite immense opposition from 
the other side, this agreement fully 
funds the WIC Program, meaning no 
mom or kid will be denied the nutri-
tion assistance they qualify for. It is 
exceedingly good news that, in divided 
government, we were able to keep WIC 
whole, and I thank Senator MURRAY for 
her good, hard work on this issue, as 
well as Congress Member DELAURO. 

Through this agreement, we will also 
protect funding to help Americans, es-
pecially rural Americans, to keep a 
roof over their head and afford the 
rent. We will increase funding for pro-
grams that support our veterans’ 
health and wellbeing. 

Child nutrition, including school 
lunch programs, school breakfast pro-
grams, and summer EBT programs re-
main fully funded. That means we will 
be able to provide nearly 5 billion 
school lunches and 21⁄2 billion break-
fasts to kids across America next year. 

America’s roads, bridges, and high-
ways will get the funds they need for 
repairs and updates. We will be able to 
hire more air traffic controllers, food 
inspectors, and rail safety inspectors to 
keep Americans safe. 

We will preserve pay raises for our 
Federal firefighters, and we will 
strengthen funding for cutting-edge 
scientific research. 

I am also happy that we prevented 
the hard right from tainting these ap-
propriations bills with devastating cuts 
and highly partisan policy riders. 

Again, we fought hard to protect 
funding to build more affordable hous-
ing and provide nutrition assistance to 
low-income Americans, and we de-
feated the hard right’s attempts to add 
even more restrictions to women’s 
healthcare. 

And even though the hard right tried 
repeatedly to undermine Democrats’ 
clean energy agenda, we preserved 
practically all the progress we have 
made to fight climate change, while 
protecting critical jobs at the EPA. 

So I am very glad and proud we have 
been able to reach such a strong agree-
ment under divided government. 

I thank Speaker JOHNSON, Leader 
JEFFRIES, Leader MCCONNELL, Appro-
priations Committee Chair PATTY 
MURRAY and Vice Chair SUSAN COLLINS, 
and all the staff who have dedicated so 
much work to get us to this point. 

This agreement gives us much needed 
momentum to finish the next package 
of spending bills by the March 22 dead-
line. Once again, it will only be biparti-
sanship—only bipartisanship—that will 
get us across the finish line, as has 
proven in the past. We will keep work-
ing—keep working—until we finish the 
job. 

f 

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now 
on over-the-counter birth control, as 
hard-right Republicans continue their 
all-out assault on reproductive rights, 
the American people just received 
some very big news: The first-ever 
over-the-counter birth control pill is 
headed to stores later this month. 

The introduction of a safe, effective, 
over-the-counter birth control pill is a 
promising step toward improving ac-
cess to contraception. The pill, Opill, 
will be available very soon at major 
stores and pharmacies and online, for 
anyone to buy without needing a pre-
scription. It will be a new avenue for 
Americans to access reproductive care, 
so critical today as reproductive care 
comes under greater attack by the 
hard right. 

Hard-right Republicans have shown 
they have no restraint when it comes 
to ripping away reproductive rights 
after the disastrous Dobbs decision. 
Whether it is pushing for a national 
abortion ban, as the hard right has 
been doing for decades; or blocking 
promotions of hundreds of military of-
ficers in protest of women in the mili-
tary getting access to reproductive 
care, as one Republican Senator did re-
peatedly last year; or even threatening 
access to in vitro fertilization, as the 
Republican majority Alabama Supreme 
Court did, followed by Senate Repub-
licans blocking legislation to protect 
IVF last week, Republicans have made 
it beyond clear they have not yielded 
one bit in their radical anti-women, 
anti-choice agenda. 
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That is why this historic announce-

ment of an over-the-counter birth con-
trol pill is so important. It lands a 
blow against those who are trying so 
desperately to limit access to repro-
ductive care. 

Democrats, meanwhile, will continue 
fighting to make sure everyone who 
needs birth control can get it and to 
improve women’s healthcare, women’s 
access to healthcare, and the afford-
ability of healthcare. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Ronald T. Keohane, of New 
York, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I would note that 
that is Buffalo, NY, of which we are 
proud. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to 
the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 506. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to 
the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Adrienne Jennings Noti, of 
the District of Columbia, to be an As-

sociate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia for the term 
of fifteen years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The cloture motion having been 
presented under rule XXII, the Chair 
directs the clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 506, Adri-
enne Jennings Noti, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia for the 
term of fifteen years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, Tim 
Kaine, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy Duckworth, 
Tina Smith, Christopher A. Coons, 
Chris Van Hollen, Mark R. Warner, 
Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth Warren, 
Alex Padilla, Brian Schatz, Mark 
Kelly. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call 
for the cloture motion filed today, 
March 5, be waived. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Republican leader is recognized. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last 

week, Congress avoided a harmful and 
unnecessary government shutdown, 
and, this week, we will take a major 
step forward on one of our most basic 
responsibilities of government. 

Our colleagues, Senator COLLINS and 
Senator MURRAY, have been working 
hard on the fiscal year 2024 appropria-
tions for the better part of a year. The 
Appropriations Committee advanced 
the bills we will consider this week 
back in June and July of last year, 
working in good faith through the reg-
ular order. And in all but one case, 
they received unanimous support. 

This first tranche of annual appro-
priations accounts for a serious portion 
of our overall discretionary funding re-
sponsibilities, and thanks to Senator 
COLLINS’ leadership, the bills the Ap-
propriations Committee cleared last 
summer secured important Republican 
priorities up front. 

By all reasonable measures, the con-
ference with our House colleagues has 
made the legislation we will take up 
this week even stronger. 

The Senate has an opportunity to 
strengthen protections for America’s 
farmland by tightening oversight over 
foreign agricultural transactions and 
expand support for farmers, ranchers, 
and rural communities. We have a 
chance to strengthen protections for 
U.S. intellectual property and surge re-
sources to State and local law enforce-
ment agencies on the frontlines of the 
fight to curb violent crime and to bring 
the fentanyl crisis under control. 

We can increase support for VA rural 
health and opioid treatment, protect 
the Second Amendment rights of 
America’s veterans, and improve hous-
ing and facilities for Active-Duty serv-
icemembers and their families, includ-
ing thousands of Kentuckians sta-
tioned in harm’s way. 

We can fund urgent transportation 
and water infrastructure projects, sup-
port domestic enrichment of critical 
minerals, and invest in the long-term 
safety, security, and superiority of our 
nuclear arsenal. 

We can do it all this week. 
I am grateful to our colleagues on 

the Appropriations Committee for 
pushing sensible annual funding legis-
lation one step closer to the Presi-
dent’s desk, and I would certainly urge 
all of our colleagues to support it. 

NOMINATION OF ADEEL ABDULLAH MANGI 
Mr. President, on another matter, I 

have spoken repeatedly about Presi-
dent Biden’s attempt to give life tenure 
on the Federal bench to an activist tied 
to an extremist group that unabash-
edly celebrates terrorism. I have al-
ready made absolutely clear that the 
Senate should not—should not—con-
firm the nomination of Adeel Mangi to 
the Third Circuit Court of Appeals. 

But Mr. Mangi’s alarming record 
doesn’t stop at ties to terrorist sympa-
thizers; it turns out he also has a his-
tory of support for anti-police activ-
ism. In fact, he serves on the advisory 
board of a group of apologists for con-
victed cop killers. The so-called Alli-
ance of Families for Justice, AFJ, was 
founded in part by a woman who actu-
ally pled guilty to the murder of a po-
lice officer and whose name has graced 
a fellowship they fund. With Mr. Mangi 
on their advisory board, the AFJ cele-
brated her and other cop killers as—lis-
ten to this—‘‘freedom fighters.’’ Take, 
for example, the executive director of 
AFJ. She was counsel of record on a 
brief to spring from prison a notorious 
cop killer whom she later compared fa-
vorably to Che Guevara. 

Honoring criminals and punishing 
law enforcement is the exact opposite 
of justice. One county police associa-
tion in New York highlighted this 
irony by pointing out that ‘‘Mr. 
Mangi’s heroes executed our heroes 
who were protecting and serving the 
community.’’ 

Naturally, law enforcement associa-
tions across the country share this 
concern. They are concerned that a 
nominee who would be responsible for 
interpreting and upholding our laws is 
willing to make common cause with an 
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organization that excuses the most hei-
nous form of lawbreaking. Overwhelm-
ingly, the thin blue line is worried that 
Mr. Mangi’s inability to distinguish be-
tween criminals and heroes renders 
him incapable of administering justice. 

As the National Association of Police 
Organizations put it, ‘‘It is one thing to 
stand up for the rights of those 
shunned or mistreated by society. It is 
a far different thing to exalt unrepent-
ant killers who were convicted fol-
lowing legal trials in courts of law. Mr. 
Mangi is smart enough to know the dif-
ference, and [he] has made his choice.’’ 

The National Sheriffs’ Association 
said that Mangi’s connection with AFJ 
‘‘raises concerns about a potential bias 
against victims and law enforcement, 
which could impact his decision-mak-
ing as a lifetime appointed judge.’’ 

A State law enforcement group in 
New Jersey put it this way: 

We can respect a lawyer who represents 
criminal defendants to the best of their abil-
ity. But we can’t respect, and can never sup-
port, a lawyer who so blatantly promotes the 
opinion that the police are criminals, and 
the cop-killers are the victims. He has dis-
qualified himself as an impartial decider of 
facts where police are involved. 

As far away as Arizona, the Phoenix 
Law Enforcement Association wrote: 

Mr. Mangi’s conscious work with [the AFJ] 
shows an anti-victim and anti-police bias 
that would certainly cloud his decision mak-
ing as a judge. 

Now, it is worth noting here who is 
not involved. Even as law enforcement 
officers nationwide organize to sound 
the alarm, the country’s largest police 
union has yet to weigh in. Each day, 
police work gets more dangerous 
thanks to the work of anti-cop activ-
ists like AFJ, but a member of their 
advisory board gets nominated to a 
Federal appeals court, and so far, it is 
silence—silence—from the Fraternal 
Order of Police. 

Well, I hope that changes soon. The 
last thing our country needs right now 
is another Federal judge who thinks 
criminals are the real victims—espe-
cially ones with the blood of police on 
their hands. 

American communities have been 
suffering for years under a coordinated 
leftwing campaign to coddle criminals 
and neuter our criminal justice system. 
District attorneys in deep-blue cities 
have put politics over prosecution and 
turned repeat violent offenders loose in 
their streets, and the Biden adminis-
tration continues to encourage this 
sort of bad behavior. 

It is time to acknowledge who are 
the criminals and who are the heroes, 
and it is certainly time to refuse a life-
time appointment to the judiciary to 
anyone who cannot tell the difference. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have a 
statement I am going to make on the 
Voting Rights Act, which I think is ap-
ropos as we are considering Super 
Tuesday and the millions of Americans 
who will participate. But first I would 

like to address the comments that were 
just made by the Republican Senate 
leader. 

Mr. President, you are a member of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, and 
you were there the day Adeel Mangi’s 
nomination came before our com-
mittee. It is a unique nomination. It 
has never happened before—never in 
the history of the United States—be-
cause Mr. Mangi is a Muslim American, 
and he is being nominated to serve on 
the second highest court in the land. 

When you read his biography—and I 
don’t have it before me; I am going to 
come back when I do have all the infor-
mation before me—you cannot help but 
believe that this is an extraordinary 
individual and an extraordinary lawyer 
who is seeking this spot. 

The treatment he received in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee—you will 
remember it as well as I will—because 
he was a Muslim American was out-
rageous—outrageous. They believe that 
he must be a terrorist because he is 
Muslim, and it was suggested by a 
number of Senators questioning him 
that he has links with terrorism. In 
fact, one Republican Senator went so 
far as to ask him on the record: Do you 
celebrate 9/11 in your home? Do you 
celebrate 9/11 in your home? 

He said: Of course not. It was a hor-
rible thing. I condemn all forms of vio-
lence and terrorism, he said, and those 
people—many who died—were from the 
same community I was in in the States 
of New York and New Jersey. 

Then there was a suggestion that be-
cause he was a Muslim American, he 
must be anti-Semitic. I can’t tell you 
how many different times that was 
asked of him, and he condemned anti- 
Semitism on a wholesale basis, with no 
qualifications and no equivocation. 

The questioning in that area was so 
outrageous against this individual, this 
Muslim American, so outrageous that 
the Anti-Defamation League, a na-
tional organization, highly respected, 
that stands up for Jewish Americans 
and their rights and speaks out with-
out hesitation when people are being 
critical and prejudicial to Jewish 
Americans, sent us on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee—unsolicited—a re-
sponse to the questioning he faced. I 
read it into the record at the com-
mittee meeting. 

Mr. President, I want to tell you, pol-
itics is a beanbag, and I know that if 
you are seeking a lifetime appointment 
to the bench, you better be prepared to 
answer a lot of questions. Some of 
them will be fair, and some won’t be 
fair, but be ready—it is going to hap-
pen. But what happened to Mr. Mangi 
in that committee was beyond any-
thing acceptable by Senate standards, 
and it continues to this day. 

To argue that he somehow is a cop 
killer—my God. What more are they 
going to throw at this man? I am going 
to come before the Senate on another 
day—maybe even tomorrow, if I can do 
it—and tell the whole story about his 
nomination, but to listen to what was 

just said about this man is breath-
taking. 

He is an extraordinary individual. He 
is overqualified for the job, if there is 
such a thing. He has certainly served 
his country and wants to do more. The 
fact that he is a Muslim American 
should not subject him to this type of 
a beating in the committee or on the 
floor of the Senate, and I will return to 
address that issue specifically at a 
later date. 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT 
Mr. President, it is Super Tuesday. 

Millions of Americans will vote in pri-
maries in 16 different States. It is a day 
for Americans from all walks of life to 
express their political opinion and vote 
for the candidate they deem best suited 
for the highest office in the land. 

As Americans, our most fundamental 
right is the right to vote. My dear 
friend and colleague, the late Congress-
man John Lewis, called voting ‘‘the 
most powerful nonviolent tool we have 
to create a more perfect union.’’ 

At our last Presidential election, 
more than 158 million Americans cast a 
ballot—the largest voter turnout in the 
history of the United States. But that 
record doesn’t tell the whole story. 
Over the weekend, the Brennan Center 
for Justice released a report on the 
growing racial disparities in voting in 
America. They found that ‘‘the racial 
turnout gap—or the difference in the 
turnout rate between white and 
nonwhite voters . . . has consistently 
grown since 2012 and is growing most 
quickly in parts of the country that 
were previously covered under Section 
5 of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which 
was suspended by the Supreme Court 
[of the United States] in its 2013 deci-
sion in Shelby County v. Holder.’’ 

So although record numbers of Amer-
icans are making their voices heard in 
elections, we are also witnessing an ex-
plosion of sinister efforts to discourage 
and silence many of these voices. 

Unfortunately, efforts to suppress 
the right to vote in this country are 
nothing new. Congress took action in 
1965 when the U.S. Senate voted 77 to 19 
to pass the Voting Rights Act, finally 
outlawing State practices that had de-
nied millions of Americans—especially 
Black Americans—the right to vote. 

Over the next almost 50 years, the 
Voting Rights Act was reauthorized 
five times, always—always—by large, 
bipartisan majorities. Each new 
version expanded the promise and pro-
tection of the Voting Rights Act. The 
most recent was signed into law by Re-
publican President George W. Bush in 
2006. 

That all changed in 2013. The Su-
preme Court struck a deadly blow on 
the Voting Rights Act in Shelby Coun-
ty v. Holder. Before the Court’s ruling 
in Shelby County, the Voting Rights 
Act required localities with a track 
record of disenfranchising voters of 
color to seek Federal approval for any 
changes in their voting laws. This re-
quirement is known as preclearance, 
and it could have blocked many of the 
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restrictive voting provisions we have 
seen since that Supreme Court decision 
in States like Georgia and Texas. 

In 2021, the Supreme Court weakened 
another critical section of the Voting 
Rights Act with a decision in a case 
known as Brnovich v. Democratic Na-
tional Committee, making it more dif-
ficult for plaintiffs to prevail in law-
suits against discriminatory voting 
laws, decisions, or procedures. 

With these rulings, the Supreme 
Court has fueled State-led efforts to 
suppress voters, particularly voters of 
color. 

Justice Elena Kagan wrote in her dis-
sent to the Brnovich decision that ‘‘in 
the last decade, this Court has treated 
no statute worse’’ than the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

This year’s Presidential election will 
be the first general election since a 
wave of restrictive voting laws were 
passed in the aftermath of the 2020 
election. 

Mr. President, did you ever take a 
look at the videos and reporting of peo-
ple standing in line and waiting to 
vote? 

Did you ever notice, coincidentally, 
how many people standing in line are 
people of color? There always seems to 
be a lack of voting spaces for people of 
color when it comes to voting. Why is 
that? Well, I don’t think it is an acci-
dent. I think it is a conscious decision. 
And before the Holder decision—the 
Shelby County v. Holder decision— 
there was a requirement for 
preclearance for the practices that lead 
to that. 

Voters in 27 States, more than half 
the country, will face restrictions on 
the right to vote they have never faced 
before because of the Supreme Court 
decision. Last year alone, State legis-
lators in 14 States enacted 17 laws that 
made it harder for people—particularly 
people of color—to vote. As Members of 
Congress, we must defend our democ-
racy from these coordinated attacks on 
the fundamental right we have as 
Americans. 

Last week, a group of my colleagues 
and I reintroduced a bill bearing the 
name of John Lewis, whom I men-
tioned before, that would preserve and 
protect the rights of voters in America. 
This legislation will restore and 
strengthen the Voting Rights Act. This 
bill honors the legacy of John Lewis 
and countless other Americans who 
have fought and some have died for the 
right to vote. 

Last Congress, we tried to bring this 
legislation to the floor for a debate and 
a vote, but our Republican colleagues 
blocked it with a filibuster. This bill 
should unite Senators across the aisle, 
not divide us. In 2006, 98 Senators, Re-
publicans and Democrats alike, voted 
to reauthorize the Voting Rights Act, 
with no votes in opposition. In 2006— 
not that long ago—98 Senators voted to 
reauthorize this bill. At the time, Sen-
ator MCCONNELL, who just spoke on the 
floor, said that ‘‘this is a good piece of 
legislation that has served an impor-
tant purpose over many, many years.’’ 

That was the bipartisan support that 
greeted that bill in 2006. Yet, today, 
Senate Republicans have no interest in 
reauthorizing the Voting Rights Act to 
protect voters from efforts to suppress 
the right to vote. 

Next week, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee will hold a hearing to ex-
amine the continued need to restore 
and expand the protections of the Vot-
ing Rights Act. This hearing is an im-
portant step, but we desperately need 
legislation, not just a hearing. Every 
year that goes by without passing this 
critical law leaves voters vulnerable— 
particularly voters of color. That is 
why I am calling on my colleagues to 
join me in supporting the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Act. 

Congress has the power to restore 
voting rights, and we should do it be-
cause as John Lewis reminded us, ‘‘De-
mocracy is not a state. It is an act, and 
each generation must do its part to 
help build what we call the Beloved 
Community, a nation and world society 
at peace with itself.’’ 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Virginia. 
TRIBUTE TO HAL MALCHOW 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to celebrate the incredible life of 
a dear friend and a great American, Hal 
Malchow, someone whom I think many 
of my colleagues on the Democratic 
side have known. 

I first met Hal in 1985. I was visiting 
my dear friend from law school, Rob 
McDuff, in Oxford, MS. Hal and I were 
pretty young back in those days, both 
interested in politics, and the two of us 
really hit it off at a party that Rob 
hosted. 

Now, Hal has long enjoyed a success-
ful career as one of the country’s pre-
mier political consultants, but before 
that, he went to Millsaps College and 
then the McGeorge School of Law in 
California. He did practice law for a bit 
in Jackson, MS. But Hal’s real passion 
was never the law; it was always poli-
tics. 

In fact, when young, aspiring lawyers 
would come to his office to get advice 
about following him into law, Hal was 
known to reach into his big, impressive 
wooden desk and pull out his latest 
rental car contract with Hertz. 

‘‘See that contract?’’ he would ask 
the enterprising, would-be attorney, 
slapping it face down on the table. 
‘‘You go to law school, you are going to 
spend the rest of your career writing 
those kind of deals.’’ 

So after a few years as a bond attor-
ney in Mississippi, Hal turned his at-
tention to politics. He took on three 
different candidates as a campaign 
manager and managed to lose all three 
races. 

Undaunted, in 1984, Hal took on a 
new challenge. There was an up-and- 
coming young Congressman from Ten-
nessee with a pretty good resume and a 
well-known family name who was 
thinking about running for the Senate. 
And despite his rather unimpressive 

track record so far, Hal managed to get 
an interview. 

‘‘So,’’ Al Gore said to him, ‘‘I’ve got 
one question for you, Hal. If I hire you 
to be my campaign manager, how am I 
supposed to explain it to my sup-
porters?’’ 

The way Hal tells it, he looked Gore 
in the eye and said, ‘‘Everyone in Ten-
nessee thinks you’re a lock for this 
seat. But you can tell them you’re tak-
ing nothing for granted because you 
hired the hungriest SOB in the country 
to run your race.’’ 

Needless to say, Hal got the job, and 
Al Gore went on to the Senate that 
year. Soon, Hal moved to DC. Starting 
at his kitchen table in a small, one- 
room apartment, he managed to build 
the Nation’s largest voter contact firm, 
pioneering the use of advanced data 
analytics to revolutionize political tar-
geting, launching experiments to meas-
ure and improve campaign tactics, and 
revolutionizing direct mail and fund-
raising. 

He brought the notion of the 
‘‘moneyball’’ approach to politics a 
decade before anybody else was doing 
it. That will be one of Hal’s greatest 
legacies to the Democratic Party and 
to American politics: the idea that 
spending decisions should actually be 
driven by data. He wanted to hold cam-
paign consultants like himself ac-
countable for being wise stewards of 
donor dollars. He measured success in 
effectiveness, hard proof that spending 
motivated voters one way or the other. 

Hal worked on every one of my cam-
paigns; and at one point or another, I 
suspect that Hal has worked with at 
least half of my colleagues on the 
Democratic side. But Hal was more 
than just a consultant; he is also my 
friend. I know him not only for his bril-
liant, strategic mind but as someone 
who is honest, loyal, and extraor-
dinarily creative. My wife Lisa and I 
have looked forward to receiving his 
hilarious Christmas cards. He would 
create a different message and a dif-
ferent approach every holiday season. 

In addition to writing a series of po-
litical books on moving and moti-
vating voters, Hal is also an accom-
plished fiction writer. His writing ca-
reer began when his then-8-year-old son 
approached him with an idea. Two 
years later, they completed the first 
draft of ‘‘The Sword of Darrow,’’ a 
highly acclaimed young-adult fantasy 
novel. In 2014, writing alone, he pub-
lished a sequel, ‘‘The Dragon and the 
Firefly,’’ before penning two political 
thrillers, including ‘‘42 Million to 
One,’’ a finalist for a number of inter-
national and national book awards. 

As that story illustrates, Hal is also 
a devoted father to his son, Alex. For 
many years, he served on the board of 
trustees at Alex’s alma mater, the Lab 
School. After his son was diagnosed 
with dyslexia, Hal dove into the chal-
lenges facing other children like Alex, 
eventually becoming the president of 
the International Dyslexia Association. 

Hal is also the biggest Cheesehead I 
know. Hal was very proud of the fact— 
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even though he had grown up in Mis-
sissippi—that his grandfather was one 
of the original shareholders in the 
Green Bay Packers. And Hal has fol-
lowed in his grandfather’s and his fa-
ther’s footsteps as a Packers fan. For 
the last several decades, Hal has orga-
nized annual trips to Green Bay to 
watch the Packers play, and I was 
lucky enough to join him in November 
for what has turned out to be Hal’s 
final football season. 

Now struggling with the effects of 
Alzheimer’s, Hal has approached his ill-
ness the same way he has approached 
life: with no bitterness. He said to me, 
the last time I saw him, ‘‘I’m the 
luckiest guy in the world, with the life 
I’ve lived.’’ He tells me he has no re-
grets, so I can’t have any either. 

So Lisa and I will continue to keep 
Hal and his family—including Anne, 
Alex, and Astrid—in our thoughts and 
hold them close to our hearts during 
this difficult season. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-

KEY). The Senator from Vermont. 
ISRAEL 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, every 
day we are reminded of the worsening 
humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza. 
Most of the infrastructure in the terri-
tory has been destroyed. Thousands of 
apartment buildings, schools, mosques, 
hospitals, shops, and markets have 
been reduced to piles of twisted metal 
and rubble, under which the bodies of 
an unknown number of people are bur-
ied. 

Of the world’s many humanitarian 
crises, the situation in Gaza is among 
the worst. This is due in large measure 
to the onerous impediments by the 
Netanyahu government to the delivery 
of sufficient food, water, medicines, 
shelter, and fuel. 

Getting aid to those who are suf-
fering and preventing starvation 
should be our most immediate and 
highest priority, along with obtaining 
the release of the hostages. 

As I said when I spoke out for a 
cease-fire in November, an immediate 
and indefinite cease-fire is the only 
way to achieve these goals. I am very 
heartened by Vice President HARRIS’s 
call for an immediate—if temporary— 
cease-fire to get aid in and hostages 
out, because the reality is, the supply 
of lifesaving aid has dwindled to a 
trickle. 

Last week, the depth of the humani-
tarian emergency in Gaza exploded 
with the deaths of dozens of Pales-
tinian civilians as they frantically 
tried to reach food supplies from aid 
trucks that were guarded by Israeli sol-
diers. People were trampled, people 
were run over by trucks, and they were 
shot. 

It was a horrifying scene and a direct 
result of the Netanyahu government’s 
failure to put in place workable proce-
dures for the delivery of sufficient aid 
to starving people. As others have said, 
there is no legal or security justifica-
tion for restricting humanitarian aid 

to civilians who are caught in the mid-
dle of an armed conflict. 

The more desperate people become, 
the more chaotic and precarious the se-
curity situation, the more likely there 
will be other senseless tragedies just 
like this. 

I recently introduced a resolution, 
along with 15 of my colleagues, calling 
for the urgent delivery of sufficient hu-
manitarian aid. 

The Biden administration has repeat-
edly called for greater access for more 
aid trucks to Gaza, but the number 
getting through remains far below pre-
war levels. And I am encouraged, nev-
ertheless, that President Biden has di-
rected the United States to begin 
airdropping aid in—a decision made 
with the understanding that, while not 
enough by any means, it could save 
lives. 

Israel now occupies Gaza. It has an 
obligation under international law— 
not to mention the moral responsi-
bility—to feed and shelter Palestinians 
under its occupation. 

Beyond the moral imperative, the 
path to peace, security, and stability 
would be enhanced dramatically by fa-
cilitating the delivery of essentials for 
survival to the Palestinian people 
whose fate is imperiled. But as we saw 
last week, that is not happening. 

The Netanyahu government’s rejec-
tion of U.S. and international appeals 
to meet the basic needs of innocent 
Palestinians trapped in Gaza and the 
resulting loss of innocent lives, is real-
ly the latest in a pattern that we have 
seen for years. 

The United States has long sup-
ported—and the United States will al-
ways support—Israel as a free and Jew-
ish democratic state. But candor re-
quires acknowledging that we have an 
ongoing, serious difference with Israeli 
leadership. 

It is the longstanding U.S. policy 
that the Middle East conflict can only 
be solved through negotiations to cre-
ate two independent states of Israel 
and Palestine. President Biden has re-
affirmed this. 

But Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
publicly rejected a two-state solution, 
and he has even credited himself for ac-
tively working to prevent the creation 
of a Palestinian state. I will use his 
words. He couldn’t have been more 
clear. He said: 

I will not compromise on full Israeli secu-
rity control over the entire area in the west 
of Jordan—and this is contrary to a Pales-
tinian state. 

The United States opposes settle-
ments and the destruction of Pales-
tinian homes, orchards, schools, and 
other infrastructure in the West Bank. 
It violates international law and is a 
severe obstacle to peace. Secretary of 
State Blinken has reaffirmed this. 

Yet Prime Minister Netanyahu em-
braced the settlements. In 2017, he said: 

We will deepen our roots, build, strengthen 
and settle. 

In 2019, he said: 
With God’s help we will extend Jewish sov-

ereignty to all the settlements as part of the 
land of Israel, as part of the state of Israel. 

Under his leadership, settlements 
have expanded exponentially. Settle-
ments bring extremist settler violence, 
some of it with firearms financed by 
American taxpayers. 

Shootings of West Bank Palestinians, 
threats laced with hateful messages 
that if they don’t leave their homes, 
they will be killed, and the destruction 
of land and other property have 
surged—surged—in recent months, in-
cluding, in some instances, with Israeli 
soldiers passively standing by and 
watching. 

It is the longstanding U.S. policy, 
codified by the Leahy law, that units of 
foreign security forces that violate 
human rights are not eligible for U.S. 
training or equipment or other assist-
ance. 

And according to multiple reports, 
that law has not been applied to the 
Israeli Defense Forces, despite numer-
ous cases of shootings of Palestinian 
civilians. 

We must face the contradiction of 
what we are doing. We are airdropping 
food to famine-stricken Gaza today and 
supplying bombs for Israel to drop on 
devastated Gaza tomorrow. 

We call for humanitarian relief, but 
how can that call be meaningful when 
aid workers are killed in their effort to 
deliver it and Palestinians are killed in 
their effort to retrieve it? 

It is time for us to acknowledge—all 
of us to acknowledge—what the entire 
world knows: It is impossible to deliver 
humanitarian aid in a very active war 
zone. 

Israel is a great country, Jewish and 
democratic. Israel has been—and re-
mains—our closest ally in the Middle 
East. For decades, Israel has been 
under attack by those who have sought 
to destroy it. 

President Biden—and so many of us— 
understand the history of Israel and 
the history of the Jewish people. Octo-
ber 7 was the worst attack on the Jew-
ish people since the Holocaust. And we 
cannot ever let that happen again. 

But both of our countries right now 
are on a wrong path. Israel must stop 
its indiscriminate attacks that are 
killing so many Palestinian civilians— 
women and children, the majority 
among them who perished. 

And the United States must end its 
unconditional support when Israeli 
policies are wrong that are unjustified; 
that are causing so much suffering; and 
that, in the view of many of us, are 
doomed to fail in the goal of achieving 
lasting peace. 

How many times do we have to be re-
pudiated by Prime Minister Netanyahu 
on the use of indiscriminate force; on 
the recklessness of expanding West 
Bank settlements; on impeding the de-
livery of aid; on advocating an endless 
Israeli post-conflict occupation of 
Gaza? How long and how often will 
Prime Minister Netanyahu reject our 
policies but take our money before we 
say, ‘‘Enough’’? 

How many more than the 30,000 Pal-
estinians already killed and the 70,000 
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wounded before we say to Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu, ‘‘Enough’’? How many 
more homes and shops and schools and 
childcare centers and hospitals must be 
destroyed before we say to Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu, ‘‘Enough’’? 

Israel must—and Israel always will— 
make its own decisions as to who will 
be its political leaders. Israel must and 
Israel always will make its own deci-
sions as to when and how to defend 
itself. It is their right. 

But the United States, too, must 
make its own decisions consistent with 
our values, with our judgment, and 
with what we believe to be in our na-
tional interest. The Biden administra-
tion has taken important steps to 
bring accountability through diplo-
macy by issuing a national security 
memorandum that builds on the Leahy 
law, but it is time for us—and I include 
all of us in the U.S. Congress—to stop 
accommodating the Netanyahu govern-
ment. It has consistently shown it does 
not share our goal of achieving peace-
ful coexistence between the Israeli and 
Palestinian people. 

Our failure to act damages the au-
thority, credibility, and reputation of 
the United States, not to mention our 
foreign policy and security interests. 
In my view, it undermines the security 
interests of Israel, which is increas-
ingly isolated in the international 
community. Opposition to the dis-
proportionate use of force in Gaza is 
widespread, including in our own coun-
try. So, too, regrettably, is the rise of 
anti-Semitism, which we must always 
condemn, and Islamophobia, likewise, 
which we must always condemn. 

It has been said many times before: 
U.S. aid is not a blank check. When it 
comes to the Netanyahu government, 
it has, for many years, across Demo-
cratic and Republican administrations, 
been a blank check. It is long past time 
for the United States to stop sup-
porting by commission and omission 
actions that are inconsistent with our 
principles and our policies, and which 
make peace between Israelis and Pal-
estinians ever more elusive, ever more 
difficult to achieve. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
NOMINATION OF RONALD T. KEOHANE 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of tonight’s vote to move for-
ward the nomination of Mr. Ronald 
Keohane to be Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Manpower and Reserve Af-
fairs. 

I need not remind my colleagues, 
with the instability throughout the 
world right now, how critical it is to 
ensure that strong civilian leadership 
is in place across the Department and 
the military services. 

As the Commissioner of the National 
Defense Strategy concluded, ‘‘The im-
plementation of the National Defense 
Strategy must feature empowered ci-
vilians fulfilling their statutory re-
sponsibilities, particularly regarding 
issues of forced management. Strong 

civilian oversight is the central hall-
mark of U.S. civil-military relations, 
codified in the Constitution and em-
braced throughout the Nation’s his-
tory.’’ 

Mr. Keohane was reported out of the 
committee not once but twice—the 
first time on March 23, 2023, and then 
again this conference on February 8, 
2024. Both times, he was reported out 
by voice vote with no one asking to be 
recorded as a no. To my knowledge, no 
one has raised any objections to his 
qualifications. The Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs is the principal adviser to the 
Secretary of Defense and the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness on all matters related to ci-
vilian and military personnel policies, 
reserve integration, military commu-
nity and family policy, and total force 
planning and requirements. Addition-
ally, the Assistant Secretary exercises 
day-to-day supervision of the Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity 
and the Defense Commissary Agency, 
and provides oversight of the Armed 
Forces Retirement Homes. 

Confirming Mr. Keohane is critical. 
The military’s greatest asset is its peo-
ple, and filling this void will help the 
Department navigate the myriad chal-
lenges associated with managing the 
total force—military and civil 
workforces—to field the most lethal 
military in the world, especially con-
sidering unprecedented recruiting chal-
lenges at the moment. 

Mr. Keohane is being held not by rea-
son of his qualifications, which are ex-
tensive, but because of the position for 
which he has been nominated has over-
sight of some matters that a few of my 
Republican colleagues find objection-
able. 

Mr. Keohane has previously served in 
the Department of Defense and other 
Federal Agencies, making him emi-
nently qualified for this position. Nota-
bly, he previously served as the Depart-
ment Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Military Community and Family 
Policy in the Obama administration, 
where he was awarded the Defense 
Medal for Exceptional Public Service. 

I urge my colleagues to vote yes to 
move this well-qualified individual 
with extensive experience—to move 
this nomination forward so we can do 
more to assist our men and women in 
the field by providing the kind of pol-
icy and direction that an experienced 
and already recognized talented indi-
vidual can lend to the Department of 
Defense. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Ronald T. Keohane, of New York, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) 
is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN), 
the Senator from Mississippi (Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH), and the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. ROMNEY). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 65, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 68 Ex.] 
YEAS—65 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 

Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—29 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Braun 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Grassley 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Paul 
Rubio 

Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—6 

Britt 
Hoeven 

Hyde-Smith 
Risch 

Romney 
Sanders 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WARNOCK). On this vote, the yeas are 
65, the nays are 29. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
MERGER FEES 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
am here to talk about a provision in 
the appropriations bills that was un-
veiled just yesterday. I thank my col-
leagues for their work on these bills— 
it has been incredible—and the bipar-
tisan effort in the Senate and the 
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House. I know how tough these nego-
tiations can be. There are so many 
good things in it that I am sure I will 
be talking about myself over the next 
few weeks. 

But I want to focus on one thing that 
I hope we can still clarify and change. 
I don’t think it was the outcome that 
people thought when they voted on the 
floor a little over a year ago on some-
thing. This sort of seemingly technical 
language that was included in this ap-
propriations bill on our Antitrust Divi-
sion of the Department of Justice basi-
cally upends the work that Senator 
GRASSLEY and I have done—many oth-
ers joining us—to update the merger 
fees after I think it is over 20 years. We 
worked very hard on this over a 5-year 
period and got buy-in from the Judici-
ary Committee. We worked with Sen-
ator LEE and had a combination 
amendment that got significant sup-
port in this body—well over 80 votes— 
that focused on Senator LEE’s venue 
amendment that he and I had to make 
sure that cases in the tech arena 
stayed in the States, antitrust cases 
stayed in the States where they were 
brought; then, secondly, that we actu-
ally funded a division that has been un-
derfunded by many measures with 300- 
plus less employees than they had in 
1979. That is the Antitrust Division of 
the Justice Department. 

It may not be the first thing on ev-
eryone’s mind, but if you are someone 
wondering why does something cost so 
much or why don’t I have a choice, you 
have got to look at the consolidation 
going on in this country. If you wonder 
why do I have to pay this much for a 
concert ticket, you might want to look 
at the fact that Ticketmaster has got a 
90-percent monopoly on big events, an 
80-percent monopoly on pro events— 
pro sports events—and a 70-percent mo-
nopoly on all events. So it is an issue 
that matters to people. 

This Chamber, unfortunately—I see 
Senator KENNEDY here who has worked 
with me diligently on a bill about the 
news organizations and the monopoly 
tech companies. We have many good 
ideas here, some of which—including 
the bill I have with Senator KENNEDY— 
that have come through the Judiciary 
Committee, but we haven’t been able 
to get the political support on both 
sides of the aisle to actually pass these 
bills. So that leaves us with one shiny 
light when it comes to consolidation, 
and that is the work that has been 
going on in bringing these cases. 

For the tech cases, could I say, sev-
eral of them were initiated during the 
Trump’s Justice Department and have 
continued into the Biden administra-
tion’s Justice Department. But to do 
that, to take on the biggest companies 
the world has ever known, to take on 
Google, with the 90 percent market 
share, you have to have resources. You 
can’t have a Justice Department Anti-
trust Division that has, say, one-fourth 
or one-third of the staff of just one of 
these companies. That just isn’t really 
going to work. And guess what. They 
know it. 

That is why Senator GRASSLEY and I 
put together this merger fee bill. 
Today, he and I are sending a letter to 
the Appropriations Committee leaders 
asking them to take out some of this 
language that actually upends the bill 
that we not only worked on but we 
passed in this Chamber. It wasn’t one 
of those things tucked in the bill. We 
actually had to have an amendment 
vote in this Chamber. Over 80 of our 
colleagues voted on it, and now it is 
being implemented. 

There is less money that they have 
to pay for smaller mergers—which a lot 
of smaller companies like—and bigger 
fees for mergers over $500 million. Let’s 
just say for them it is a drop in the 
bucket; well, not for the Justice De-
partment Antitrust Division. We have 
now seen about 46 million more dollars 
come in, and somehow, through the 
magical Appropriations Committee 
process, that money has now vanished. 

I have faith that the people on the 
Appropriations Committee did not 
mean to upend an act of Congress and 
take the money away from the anti-
trust enforcers. So this is what I came 
here to talk about today. 

Monopoly companies are starting to 
reign over our economic and family 
lives, particularly in the tech area. 
And, of course, we have passed no up-
dated competition laws since the in-
vention of the internet, while other 
countries, of course, have, other coun-
tries, including—as I see Senator KEN-
NEDY over there—in the area of news 
organizations. 

Singapore just passed a law. Canada 
just passed a law. Australia has passed 
a law. Hundreds of millions of dollars 
are now being paid to actually pay for 
news content. 

The provisions released this weekend 
are in direct contradiction to the work 
that was done in this Chamber. The bi-
partisan Merger Filing Fee Moderniza-
tion Act passed less than 15 months 
ago. It passed in the Senate on an 88- 
to-8 vote, and then the bill passed the 
full Senate—the other provisions in-
cluded, unrelated to this—on a vote of 
68 to 29. It was signed into law Decem-
ber 29, 2022. 

The Congressional Budget Office 
found that this would generate about 
$1.4 billion in revenue over 5 years, 
split between the FTC and the Depart-
ment of Justice. That is an average of 
a more than $140 million increase in fee 
collections per year for each Agency. 

For fiscal year 2024, the CBO esti-
mated that the Department of Justice 
Antitrust Division would earn $278 mil-
lion under the bill—an increase of $88 
million from a year prior. Yet the 
budget released this week appropriated 
only $233 million to the Antitrust Divi-
sion. That is an estimated $45 million 
in fees that were diverted away from 
antitrust enforcers. 

But that is not all. The appropriation 
reverses decades of precedent—25 years 
it said the overage of fees would go to 
the Antitrust Division. So if they gen-
erate the fees, then they get to have 

those fees to help hire the lawyers to 
take on the big companies. That is how 
it has always worked. One pen, and 
they changed it. We weren’t able to see 
it ahead of time. We worked with them 
after some language came out in July. 
Unbeknownst to us, they just took the 
money and ran. They took the money, 
and they put it in other parts of the 
government budget. This appropria-
tion, as I said, reverses how this has 
been done. 

So let’s just get this straight. Sen-
ator GRASSLEY and I changed the law 
with 88 votes to get more money into 
that Division. Instead, going forward, 
they are not going to get any of the 
money. So it almost makes it ridicu-
lous that we tried to help by passing 
the law, because if we hadn’t done any-
thing, then maybe no one would have 
noticed it, and then the Appropriations 
Committee wouldn’t have taken the 
money. 

When Congress acts to increase merg-
er fees or makes a policy decision, I 
think the Appropriations Committee’s 
job is then to follow that policy deci-
sion. 

The CBO predicts an $88 million year- 
over-year increase in the fees, but en-
forcers at the DOJ only get to see $13 
million of that increase, with no oppor-
tunity to collect more fees if merger 
and acquisition activity exceeds what 
appropriators predict. 

On top of this, unlike in previous 
years, the budget fails to fund the 
Antitrust Division’s non-fee-generating 
work, like criminal price-fixing and 
monopolization cases. Last year, ap-
propriators gave the Antitrust Division 
$35 million to fund these efforts. This 
year, they gave zero. This may put the 
Antitrust Division in the untenable po-
sition of deciding whether to block an 
anti-competitive merger or sue an 
anti-competitive monopolist. They 
should have the resources to do both. 
They actually bring money into the 
government. 

I understand the difficult choices 
that Appropriations Committee mem-
bers face every year. There are always 
difficult tradeoffs in funding, espe-
cially when budgets are constrained. I 
have even been told that the reduction 
in the appropriations was driven by 
lower-than-expected fee collections in 
the first quarter, but this doesn’t jus-
tify diverting fees away from the Anti-
trust Division if that purported short-
fall is made up later in the year. As 
currently drafted, the Antitrust Divi-
sion will not have the resources to do 
its job if merger activity increases 
later this year, as we have already ob-
served during the second quarter. 

This is not an appropriations deci-
sion; it is a policy against antitrust en-
forcement that undermines a bipar-
tisan law. The clear intent of our legis-
lation that received 88 votes out of 100 
in the U.S. Senate—actual votes—was 
to provide antitrust enforcers with 
more resources. No one, when voting 
for this bill, believed the goal was to 
pay for anything but increased anti-
trust enforcement. It says it right in 
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the preamble to the bill. The act’s pur-
pose is ‘‘to promote antitrust enforce-
ment and protect competition through 
adjusting premerger filing fees, and in-
creasing enforcement resources.’’ 

The administration said the law 
would support its critical mission to 
‘‘enforce the antitrust laws to combat 
the excessive concentration of indus-
try, the abuses of market power, and 
the harmful effects of monopoly and 
monopsony.’’ 

Senator GRASSLEY said—and I am so 
pleased he joined me in an effort 
today—in a letter to say: Please, please 
clarify this. Maybe you didn’t under-
stand that it upended the law that we 
passed in this Chamber when you did 
it. You have a lot going on. You try to 
make compromises. I get it. You do all 
this stuff. But it is one thing to reduce 
someone’s underlying budget, which 
happens from time to time; it is an-
other to actually take the fees that we 
as a Chamber decided to go into a pur-
pose and then decide that, well, we are 
just going to take away their merger 
fees that they have generated. 

Grassley said this: 
It’s important that these government 

agencies have the resources needed to pro-
tect consumers and taxpayers. I’m proud to 
co-author this bipartisan bill, which will im-
prove fairness in the fee schedules for pro-
posed mergers and strengthen the ability of 
these agencies to challenge anticompetitive 
transactions. 

Now is not the time to kneecap the 
ability to enforce our antitrust laws. 
Over 75 percent of U.S. industries have 
become more concentrated since the 
late 1990s. Since 2008, American firms 
have engaged in more than $10 trillion 
in acquisitions—that is ‘‘trillion’’ with 
a ‘‘t’’—and the 5 most powerful tech 
companies have completed more than 
700 acquisitions, combined, since 1987. 

Some of those are great. Some of 
that is good. But we all know now, 
when you have Google with a market 
share of 90 percent in the search mar-
ket and you have anti-competitive be-
havior where these companies are put-
ting their own products at the top of 
the search engines and pushing down 
small businesses—which is why the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
ness has made one of their top prior-
ities passing another bill that Senator 
GRASSLEY and I have to put some rules 
of the road in place—you know we are 
seeing an issue. And we are not just 
seeing it in tech. We see it in every-
thing from agriculture to ticketing, 
from cat food to caskets. This is why 
the administration put forward the Ex-
ecutive order. This is why we repeat-
edly see bipartisan support to do some-
thing about monopolies. 

As ADAM SMITH, the godfather of cap-
italism, said—he didn’t just talk about 
the ‘‘invisible hand,’’ someone who in-
fluenced our Founding Fathers. As he 
said, beware the unbridled power of 
monopolies. 

Today, antitrust enforcers—the cops 
on the beat—are being asked to do 
more with way too little. Between 2008 

and 2020, the economy grew twice as 
fast as antitrust appropriations in-
creased. For example, in 2010, the Anti-
trust Division received $163 million. In 
2020, the number had increased only $3 
million. At the same time, merger fil-
ings increased 80 percent, with 3,152 re-
portable mergers in 2022 alone. Yet, as 
of the fall of 2022, the Antitrust Divi-
sion, as I noted, had 352 fewer employ-
ees than it did in 1979. 

Think about the power we see out 
there with these companies. Do we not, 
as Americans, want some even playing 
field for small businesses and some 
rules of the road? That is why some of 
my most conservative colleagues have 
joined me—and some of our liberal col-
leagues and some people who are in the 
middle—in saying we need rules of the 
road. But if we are not going to do 
that, at least let our antitrust enforc-
ers do their job. 

It is no wonder we have this competi-
tion problem. Our competition enforc-
ers don’t have enough resources to ef-
fectively take on multibillion-dollar, 
much less multitrillion-dollar, compa-
nies. 

Monopolies are spending millions to 
hold on to their power. Last Congress, 
I got to see up close how hard big tech 
companies are willing to fight to main-
tain their dominance. 

I love these products. I have an 
iPhone. I have a Fitbit. I look at the 
platforms all the time. I get it. But I 
also believe in competition. You can 
still have these strong companies and 
make sure we have competition in 
these areas. 

After an unprecedented lobbying ef-
fort by the dominant platforms, crit-
ical antitrust bills did not get a vote 
on the Senate floor, including ones 
that had come through the Judiciary 
Committee. It was reported that tech- 
funded groups spent more than $120 
million in advertising against these 
bills and $90 million on lobbying over 
an 18-month period. That is more than 
$200 million, really, on one bill, the bill 
that Senator GRASSLEY and I have—not 
the merger fee bill, which was nearly 
unanimously supported until it was up-
ended mysteriously this week, but on 
our other bill about self-preferencing. 

While that one sector spent that 
much—that is one sector of our econ-
omy, $200 million on one bill—the ap-
propriators just took $45 million in po-
tential fees and hid them under a rock 
somewhere in the Federal Government. 
And in just 1 week last May, a single 
industry group spent $22 million on TV 
ads against the legislation I just men-
tioned—$22 million against one bill in 1 
week on TV ads all over the country. 
That is more than four times the 
amount allocated to the Antitrust Di-
vision per week. 

I remember scrolling through the 
news and seeing internet popup ads 
that displayed in Washington, DC, from 
industry groups. They would say things 
like: Senator KLOBUCHAR could break 
Google Maps. The lawyers made them 
put in the ‘‘could,’’ but you could hard-

ly read it. Senator KLOBUCHAR could 
destroy FaceTime. Senator KLOBUCHAR 
could break up Amazon Basics and 
take away Amazon Basics. They just 
put that ‘‘could’’ in the smallest font 
possible, but the lawyers made them do 
it because they knew it wasn’t true. 
That is what we are up against. 

Now, I know it is hard to get these 
bills done now, but I thought, well, at 
least the Antitrust Division has 
brought very significant actions in-
volving Google’s dominance with ads 
and other platforms. Those are big-deal 
things. And the FTC has brought a case 
that started during the Trump admin-
istration against Facebook. These 
cases are big deals if we want to do 
something about it because it doesn’t 
look like we are going to get anything 
done here. 

It takes time, it takes talent, and it 
takes money to even the playing field. 
For example, the DOJ’s case seeking to 
break up Google’s search monopoly 
started in 2020, and closing arguments 
won’t be heard until May of this year. 
And that case only confronts one of the 
monopolies. 

The Antitrust Division is trying 
these cases while simultaneously re-
viewing and challenging anti-competi-
tive mergers. 

Just Monday, JetBlue abandoned its 
merger with Spirit after the DOJ pre-
vailed at trial. Anyone who travels 
knows you want to have choices. You 
want to be able to look at different air 
fees. I am looking at the pages. They 
know what I mean. You look, and you 
try to find the cheapest airfare you can 
find. Well, you are not going to be able 
to do that if there are no low-cost car-
riers and you aren’t able to choose. 

In the last 3 years, the Antitrust Di-
vision has also successfully protected 
consumers by investigating and chal-
lenging mergers between Penguin and 
Random House, Adobe and Figma, and 
Visa and Plaid, among many others. 
Recent reports indicate that the DOJ is 
wrapping up investigations that could 
lead to monopolization cases involving 
Apple, involving Live Nation and 
Ticketmaster. 

While public information about these 
potential cases is obviously not out 
there—it shouldn’t be—one thing we 
absolutely know is that litigating 
against these companies will take sig-
nificant resources. That is what this is 
about. Will I agree with every case 
they bring? No. But I believe in the 
principle of competition, and I just be-
lieve also in the principle that when 
the Senate takes a vote on something 
and decides that we are going to actu-
ally put more resources into an Agency 
generated by merger fees that we have 
designated to go to that Agency, we 
mean it. A little group in a committee 
behind closed doors can’t change that 
decision. They shouldn’t be allowed to 
change that decision even if they don’t 
like some of the cases that are 
brought. 

The next time someone complains to 
you about a Taylor Swift ticket and 
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how much it costs or a Bad Bunny 
ticket and wondering why things got 
screwed up and why it never got inves-
tigated the way they thought it should, 
I guess we will have to say: Well, there 
was this little group of a committee 
that made a decision, even though the 
whole Senate voted to put the funding 
into a Division of the Justice Depart-
ment to be able to do its job. Then, 
over a few months, a group of us just 
decided: We don’t really want to do 
that. We want to actually take that 
money and maybe help someone else. 

I am sure it may be a good cause. We 
don’t know where the money went. 

But it is against and upends the in-
tent of the U.S. Senate to do some-
thing that was woefully underfunded 
for years and decades. And Senator 
GRASSLEY knows this. That is why he 
did the bill with me. That is why today 
we joined together in a letter to the ap-
propriators asking them—this just 
can’t abandon your intent. I just don’t 
believe it was their intent to—when we 
actually passed a law to add funding 
through these merger fees, their intent 
can’t have been to say: We are actually 
going to take away any upside for you; 
if you do more work and get more fees 
in, we are going to take away the up-
side that you always had for 25 years. 

Yes, did they increase the budget by 
8, 10 million, whatever it was? Yes. 
Yes, is it a hard budget year to make 
decisions? It is. But the point is, some-
times—like we did with semiconductor 
chips or we do with other things—that 
Congress makes a decision through the 
committee process—a long, tenuous 
process—that we are going to take one 
area of the government and actually 
not just put bandaids on, not just in-
crease the budget a little bit, that we 
are going to do a game-changing thing. 

That is what we did with the merger 
fee change. That is why Senator 
GRASSLEY and I worked on it for so 
long and got it through the Judiciary 
Committee. We were tired of the 3 mil-
lion, 4 million that would hire the law-
yers and still be one-fourth the size of 
the legal department. We were tired of 
having 350 less employees in that divi-
sion than they had in 1979. 

We made a decision as a Senate to 
vote for that and do that. And I just 
don’t think we should be upending that 
decision through an appropriations 
process. 

I got involved in this a long time ago 
when I was in the private sector. I rep-
resented MCI. I did a lot of work in 
telecom. And I saw firsthand what hap-
pened when you actually got competi-
tion, when you actually took a part of 
monopoly. What happened? Long dis-
tance rates went way down. What hap-
pened? We had burgeoning cell phone 
industry. 

But before that, it was like the cell 
phones were the size of a Gordon 
Gekko’s phone in that movie ‘‘Wall 
Street.’’ They were like a brick. 

Competition brought us that. Cap-
italism brought us that. But capitalism 
in America has always had the guard-

rails put around it, which is antitrust 
enforcement, as unsexy as it may 
sound. 

It has made a difference in this coun-
try, and it is one of the reasons why we 
have this economy that can thrive, be-
cause we say at some point: Whoa, that 
is a monopoly, so we have to make sure 
there is some competition. 

We can’t do that here anymore. The 
Senate is not going to sit there and 
start deciding to break up this and 
break up that. Our antitrust enforcers 
do it. Our antitrust enforcers—maybe 
they don’t break it up, but they say: 
Hey, you have to divest these areas of 
the country where you two companies 
that want to merge will become one 
and you will be the only game in town. 
That is not going to work for competi-
tion. It is incredibly complex. 

So it isn’t always a sympathetic case 
to make for having lawyers so they can 
take on the case against these compa-
nies, but it is a sympathetic case to 
make that we have too much consoli-
dation, that we have to bring prices 
down, that you shouldn’t have to pay 
all this money for concert tickets and 
all these hidden fees, that you 
shouldn’t have to pay this much when 
there is so much consolidation in the 
grocery area and the like or in agri-
culture and things like that. That is 
what the antitrust division does. 

I am hopeful. I see Senator MURRAY, 
who is such an incredible leader, here 
on the floor and hope we will be able to 
do something—a technical change to 
this bill—either this week, or we have 
another bill next week. So we can, at 
least, just bring back this part of the 
bill to the original intent of Congress. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KELLY). The Senator from Washington. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 4366 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to print and in-
clude in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, at 
the appropriate place, the joint explan-
atory statement to accompany H.R. 
4366, the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act 2024, with the technical and con-
forming edits made in the copy at the 
desk, including the removal of a House 
CPF project and a Senate CDS project, 
both at the request of Members. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DISCLOSURE OF CONGRESSION-
ALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS UNDER RULE XLIV OF 
THE STANDING RULES OF THE 
SENATE 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to include in the 
RECORD at the appropriate place the 
following statement regarding the dis-
closure of congressionally directed 
spending items under rule XLIV of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate. 

DISCLOSURE OF CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED 
SPENDING ITEMS 

I certify that the information re-
quired by rule XLIV of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate related to congres-
sionally directed spending items has 
been identified in the joint explanatory 
statements which are incorporated by 
reference in H.R. 4366 and that the re-
quired information has been available 
on a publicly accessible congressional 
website at least 48 hours before a vote 
on the pending bill. 

H.R. 4366 
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution the House shall be considered to 
have taken from the Speaker’s table the bill, 
H.R. 4366, with the Senate amendment there-
to, and to have concurred in the Senate 
amendment with the following amendment: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the Senate amendment, insert the 
following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 
Sec. 4. Explanatory statement. 
Sec. 5. Statement of appropriations. 
Sec. 6. Availability of funds. 
DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, 

VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Title I—Department of Defense 
Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions 
DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Title I—Agricultural Programs 
Title II—Farm Production and Conservation 

Programs 
Title III—Rural Development Programs 
Title IV—Domestic Food Programs 
Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related 

Programs 
Title VI—Related Agencies and Food and 

Drug Administration 
Title VII—General Provisions 

DIVISION C—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 
SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Title I—Department of Commerce 
Title II—Department of Justice 
Title III—Science 
Title IV—Related Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DE-
VELOPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Title I—Corps of Engineers—Civil 
Title II—Department of the Interior 
Title III—Department of Energy 
Title IV—Independent Agencies 
Title V—General Provisions 

DIVISION E—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Title I—Department of the Interior 
Title II—Environmental Protection Agency 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions 

DIVISION F—TRANSPORTATION, HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

Title I—Department of Transportation 
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Title II—Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 
Title III—Related Agencies 
Title IV—General Provisions—This Act 

DIVISION G—OTHER MATTERS 

Title I—Health and Human Services 
Title II—Amending Compacts of Free Asso-

ciation 
Title III—Extensions and Other Matters 
Title IV—Budgetary Effects 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any 
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 

The explanatory statement regarding this 
Act, printed in the Senate section of the 
Congressional Record on or about March 5, 
2024, and submitted by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, 
shall have the same effect with respect to 
the allocation of funds and implementation 
of divisions A through F of this Act as if it 
were a joint explanatory statement of a com-
mittee of conference. 
SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2024. 
SEC. 6. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS. 

Each amount designated in this Act by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985 shall be available (or repurposed, 
rescinded, or transferred, if applicable) only 
if the President subsequently so designates 
all such amounts and transmits such des-
ignations to the Congress. 

DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, 
VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and 
other personal services necessary for the 
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in 
Chief, $2,022,775,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028: Provided, That, of this 
amount, not to exceed $398,145,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation 
support, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the 
determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $522,220,000 shall be 
for the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified in the table under the 
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act), in addition to 
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, naval installations, facilities, 
and real property for the Navy and Marine 

Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $5,531,369,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2028: Provided, That, of 
this amount, not to exceed $711,505,000 shall 
be available for study, planning, design, and 
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy 
determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
of the amount made available under this 
heading, $335,563,000 shall be for the projects 
and activities, and in the amounts, specified 
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military 
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’ in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act), in addition to 
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as 
currently authorized by law, $2,741,424,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2028: 
Provided, That, of this amount, not to exceed 
$567,874,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of the Air Force determines that 
additional obligations are necessary for such 
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of 
the determination and the reasons therefor: 
Provided further, That of the amount made 
available under this heading, $193,610,000 
shall be for the projects and activities, and 
in the amounts, specified in the table under 
the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air 
Force’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act), in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such 
purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For acquisition, construction, installation, 
and equipment of temporary or permanent 
public works, installations, facilities, and 
real property for activities and agencies of 
the Department of Defense (other than the 
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $3,161,782,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2028: Provided, That 
such amounts of this appropriation as may 
be determined by the Secretary of Defense 
may be transferred to such appropriations of 
the Department of Defense available for 
military construction or family housing as 
the Secretary may designate, to be merged 
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the 
appropriation or fund to which transferred: 
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to 
exceed $347,545,000 shall be available for 
study, planning, design, and architect and 
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines 
that additional obligations are necessary for 
such purposes and notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor: Provided further, That of the 
amount made available under this heading, 
$36,100,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the 
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Defense-Wide’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-

ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), in addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Army National Guard, and contributions 
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of 
title 10, United States Code, and Military 
Construction Authorization Acts, 
$620,647,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the 
amount, not to exceed $79,221,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized 
by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional ob-
ligations are necessary for such purposes and 
notifies the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount made available 
under this heading, $270,461,000 shall be for 
the projects and activities, and in the 
amounts, specified in the table under the 
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Na-
tional Guard’’ in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act), 
in addition to amounts otherwise available 
for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, 
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $295,526,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2028: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount, not to exceed 
$68,454,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the Di-
rector of the Air National Guard determines 
that additional obligations are necessary for 
such purposes and notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons 
therefor: Provided further, That of the 
amount made available under this heading, 
$123,804,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the 
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Air National Guard’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), in addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 
For construction, acquisition, expansion, 

rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803 
of title 10, United States Code, and Military 
Construction Authorization Acts, 
$151,076,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the 
amount, not to exceed $27,389,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized 
by law, unless the Chief of the Army Reserve 
determines that additional obligations are 
necessary for such purposes and notifies the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
of the amount made available under this 
heading, $44,000,000 shall be for the projects 
and activities, and in the amounts, specified 
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military 
Construction, Army Reserve’’ in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
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matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act), in addition to amounts otherwise 
available for such purposes. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 
For construction, acquisition, expansion, 

rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine 
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $51,291,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2028: 
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed 
$6,495,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer 
services, as authorized by law, unless the 
Secretary of the Navy determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the 
determination and the reasons therefor. 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

For construction, acquisition, expansion, 
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities 
for the training and administration of the 
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter 
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts, 
$331,572,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That, of the 
amount, not to exceed $14,646,000 shall be 
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized 
by law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Re-
serve determines that additional obligations 
are necessary for such purposes and notifies 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the determination and 
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That 
of the amount made available under this 
heading, $40,000,000 shall be for the projects 
and activities, and in the amounts, specified 
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military 
Construction, Air Force Reserve’’ in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), in addition to amounts 
otherwise available for such purposes. 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

For the United States share of the cost of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities 
and installations (including international 
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and 
Military Construction Authorization Acts, 
$293,434,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE 
ACCOUNT 

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by 
section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 
note), $489,174,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 
For expenses of family housing for the 

Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by 
law, $304,895,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

For expenses of family housing for the 
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law, 
$395,485,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the 
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition, 
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $277,142,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2028. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

For expenses of family housing for the 
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and 
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $373,854,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 
For expenses of family housing for the Air 

Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by 
law, $237,097,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

For expenses of family housing for the Air 
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and 
insurance premiums, as authorized by law, 
$324,386,000. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of 
Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized 
by law, $50,785,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

For the Department of Defense Family 
Housing Improvement Fund, $6,611,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family 
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to 
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code, 
providing alternative means of acquiring and 
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING 

IMPROVEMENT FUND 
For the Department of Defense Military 

Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund, 
$496,000, to remain available until expended, 
for unaccompanied housing initiatives un-
dertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10, 
United States Code, providing alternative 
means of acquiring and improving military 
unaccompanied housing and supporting fa-
cilities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 101. None of the funds made available 

in this title shall be expended for payments 
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for 
construction, where cost estimates exceed 
$25,000, to be performed within the United 
States, except Alaska, without the specific 
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor. 

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title 
for construction shall be available for hire of 
passenger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title 
for construction may be used for advances to 
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by 
section 210 of title 23, United States Code, 
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense 
by the Secretary of Defense. 

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to begin construc-

tion of new bases in the United States for 
which specific appropriations have not been 
made. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 
in this title shall be used for purchase of 
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army 
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command, except: (1) where 
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the 
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated 
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise 
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be 
in the public interest. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available 
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land; 
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install 
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available 
in annual Acts making appropriations for 
military construction. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available 
in this title for minor construction may be 
used to transfer or relocate any activity 
from one base or installation to another, 
without prior notification to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used for the procurement 
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such 
steel procurement. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real 
property taxes in any foreign nation. 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be obligated for architect 
and engineer contracts estimated by the 
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to 
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country, 
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, 
unless such contracts are awarded to United 
States firms or United States firms in joint 
venture with host nation firms. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available 
in this title for military construction in the 
United States territories and possessions in 
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in 
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may 
be used to award any contract estimated by 
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section 
shall not be applicable to contract awards 
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible 
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20 
percent: Provided further, That this section 
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for 
which the lowest responsive and responsible 
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor. 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both 
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of 
any proposed military exercise involving 
United States personnel 30 days prior to its 
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000. 

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior 
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department 
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by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress. 

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed 
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may 
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and 
design on those projects and on subsequent 
claims, if any. 

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a 
military department or defense agency for 
the construction of military projects may be 
obligated for a military construction project 
or contract, or for any portion of such a 
project or contract, at any time before the 
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal 
year for which funds for such project were 
made available, if the funds obligated for 
such project: (1) are obligated from funds 
available for military construction projects; 
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by 
which the cost of such project is increased 
pursuant to law. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-

tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in 
an electronic medium pursuant to sections 
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts 
as may be determined by the Secretary of 
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated 
for construction in ‘‘Family Housing’’ ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same 
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of 
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing 
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘‘Military Construc-
tion’’ accounts, to be merged with and to be 
available for the same purposes and for the 
same period of time as amounts appropriated 
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall 
be available to cover the costs, as defined in 
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense 
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV 
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code, 
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring 
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting 
facilities. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer 

authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the 
Department of Defense Base Closure Account 
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of 
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan 
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to 
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under 
42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available 
for the same purposes and for the same time 
period as the fund to which transferred. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title 
for operation and maintenance of family 
housing shall be the exclusive source of 
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag 
officer quarters: Provided, That not more 
than $35,000 per unit may be spent annually 
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days 
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-

ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United 
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except 
that an after-the-fact notification shall be 
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is 
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all 
operation and maintenance expenditures for 
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year. 

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford 
Island Improvement Account established by 
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10, 
United States Code, are appropriated and 
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such 
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-

propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for 
obligation, upon a determination that such 
appropriations will not be necessary for the 
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations 
for obligations incurred during the period of 
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may 
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, 
Defense’’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the 
same purposes as the appropriation to which 
transferred. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or other-

wise made available in an account funded 
under the headings in this title may be 
transferred among projects and activities 
within the account in accordance with the 
reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction 
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14–R, Vol-
ume 3, Chapter 7, of April 2021, as in effect on 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be obligated or expended for 
planning and design and construction of 
projects at Arlington National Cemetery. 

SEC. 124. For an additional amount for the 
accounts and in the amounts specified, to re-
main available until September 30, 2028: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $8,214,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $182,150,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$166,300,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’, 

$62,400,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Army National 

Guard’’, $66,815,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Air National 

Guard’’, $5,200,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Army Reserve’’, 

$23,000,000: 
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction and cost to 
complete projects identified in the respective 
military department’s unfunded priority list 
for fiscal year 2024 submitted to Congress: 
Provided further, That such projects are sub-
ject to authorization prior to obligation and 
expenditure of funds to carry out construc-
tion: Provided further, That not later than 60 
days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned, 
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 

Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 125. All amounts appropriated to the 
‘‘Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army’’, ‘‘Department of Defense—Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’, 
‘‘Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Air Force’’, and ‘‘Department of De-
fense—Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’ 
accounts pursuant to the authorization of 
appropriations in a National Defense Author-
ization Act specified for fiscal year 2024 in 
the funding table in section 4601 of that Act 
shall be immediately available and allotted 
to contract for the full scope of authorized 
projects. 

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 116 of 
this Act, funds made available in this Act or 
any available unobligated balances from 
prior appropriations Acts may be obligated 
before October 1, 2025 for fiscal year 2017, 
2018, and 2019 military construction projects 
for which project authorization has not 
lapsed or for which authorization is extended 
for fiscal year 2024 by a National Defense Au-
thorization Act: Provided, That no amounts 
may be obligated pursuant to this section 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 127. For the purposes of this Act, the 
term ‘‘congressional defense committees’’ 
means the Committees on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
the Subcommittee on Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for the 
accounts and in the amounts specified for 
planning and design and unspecified minor 
construction, for improving military instal-
lation resilience, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $7,500,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$7,500,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
military department concerned, or their des-
ignee, shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
an expenditure plan for funds provided under 
this section. 

SEC. 129. For an additional amount for the 
accounts and in the amounts specified for 
planning and design and unspecified minor 
construction for construction improvements 
to Department of Defense laboratory facili-
ties, to remain available until September 30, 
2028: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $10,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $10,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$10,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
military department concerned, or their des-
ignee, shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
an expenditure plan for funds provided under 
this section. 

SEC. 130. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 
$150,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, for expenses incurred as a re-
sult of natural disasters: Provided, That not 
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air 
Force, or their designee, shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1108 March 5, 2024 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 131. For an additional amount for the 
accounts and in the amounts specified for 
planning and design for child development 
centers, to remain available until September 
30, 2028: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $15,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$15,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned, 
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 132. For an additional amount for the 
accounts and in the amounts specified for 
planning and design, for barracks, to remain 
available until September 30, 2028: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $15,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$15,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned, 
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section. 

SEC. 133. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 
$16,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, for cost increases identified 
subsequent to the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest for authorized major construction 
projects: Provided, That not later than 60 
days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, or their designee, 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an ex-
penditure plan for funds provided under this 
section. 

SEC. 134. For an additional amount for the 
accounts and in the amounts specified for 
unspecified minor construction for demoli-
tion, to remain available until September 30, 
2028: 

‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, $15,000,000; and 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, 

$15,000,000: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned, 
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section: Provided further, 
That the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned may not obligate or expend 
any funds prior to approval by the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress of the expenditure plan required by 
this section. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 135. Of the proceeds credited to the 

Department of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund pursuant to subsection 
(c)(1)(D) of section 2883 of title 10, United 
States Code, pursuant to a Department of 
Navy investment, the Secretary of Defense 
shall transfer $19,000,000 to the Secretary of 
the Navy under paragraph (3) of subsection 
(d) of such section for use by the Secretary 
of the Navy as provided in paragraph (1) of 
such subsection until expended. 

SEC. 136. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’, 
$37,100,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That such funds 

may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects specified in a National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2024 in the 
funding table in section 4601 of that Act: Pro-
vided further, That not later than 30 days 
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Defense, or their designee, shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 137. For an additional amount for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air National 
Guard’’, $83,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028, for planning and design 
and authorized major construction projects 
at future foreign military training sites: Pro-
vided, That not later than 60 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air 
Force, or their designee, shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this section. 

SEC. 138. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or realignment of the United States 
Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the payment of compensation benefits 

to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code; 
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 
of title 38, United States Code; and burial 
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums 
due on commercial life insurance policies 
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits 
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and 
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 
38, United States Code, $15,072,388,000, which 
shall be in addition to funds previously ap-
propriated under this heading that became 
available on October 1, 2023, to remain avail-
able until expended; and, in addition, 
$182,310,515,000, which shall become available 
on October 1, 2024, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That not to exceed 
$22,109,000 of the amount made available for 
fiscal year 2025 under this heading shall be 
reimbursed to ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefits Administration’’, and ‘‘In-
formation Technology Systems’’ for nec-
essary expenses in implementing the provi-
sions of chapters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, 
United States Code, the funding source for 
which is specifically provided as the ‘‘Com-
pensation and Pensions’’ appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That such sums as may be 
earned on an actual qualifying patient basis, 
shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical Care Collec-
tions Fund’’ to augment the funding of indi-
vidual medical facilities for nursing home 
care provided to pensioners as authorized. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 
For the payment of readjustment and reha-

bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans 
as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 
36, 39, 41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United 
States Code, $374,852,000, which shall be in 
addition to funds previously appropriated 
under this heading that became available on 
October 1, 2023, to remain available until ex-
pended; and, in addition, $13,399,805,000, 
which shall become available on October 1, 
2024, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That expenses for rehabilitation pro-

gram services and assistance which the Sec-
retary is authorized to provide under sub-
section (a) of section 3104 of title 38, United 
States Code, other than under paragraphs 
(1), (2), (5), and (11) of that subsection, shall 
be charged to this account. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 

For military and naval insurance, national 
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance, 
and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by chapters 19 and 21 of title 38, 
United States Code, $12,701,000, which shall 
be in addition to funds previously appro-
priated under this heading that became 
available on October 1, 2023, to remain avail-
able until expended; and, in addition, 
$135,119,422, which shall become available on 
October 1, 2024, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed 
loans, such sums as may be necessary to 
carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title 
38, United States Code: Provided, That such 
costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided 
further, That, during fiscal year 2024, within 
the resources available, not to exceed 
$500,000 in gross obligations for direct loans 
are authorized for specially adapted housing 
loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, $316,742,419. 

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans, $78,337, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United 
States Code: Provided, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans, 
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this 
heading are available to subsidize gross obli-
gations for the principal amount of direct 
loans not to exceed $2,026,000. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $460,698, which may be paid to the ap-
propriation for ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’’. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For administrative expenses to carry out 
the direct loan program authorized by sub-
chapter V of chapter 37 of title 38, United 
States Code, $2,718,546. 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS 
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary operating expenses of the 
Veterans Benefits Administration, not other-
wise provided for, including hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security 
guard services, and reimbursement of the De-
partment of Defense for the cost of overseas 
employee mail, $3,899,000,000: Provided, That 
expenses for services and assistance author-
ized under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of 
section 3104(a) of title 38, United States 
Code, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
determines are necessary to enable entitled 
veterans: (1) to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to become employable and to obtain 
and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to 
achieve maximum independence in daily liv-
ing, shall be charged to this account: Pro-
vided further, That, of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, not to exceed 10 per-
cent shall remain available until September 
30, 2025. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E
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VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

MEDICAL SERVICES 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as 
authorized by law, inpatient and outpatient 
care and treatment to beneficiaries of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans 
described in section 1705(a) of title 38, United 
States Code, including care and treatment in 
facilities not under the jurisdiction of the 
Department, and including medical supplies 
and equipment, bioengineering services, food 
services, and salaries and expenses of 
healthcare employees hired under title 38, 
United States Code, assistance and support 
services for caregivers as authorized by sec-
tion 1720G of title 38, United States Code, 
loan repayments authorized by section 604 of 
the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health 
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–163; 124 
Stat. 1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), monthly as-
sistance allowances authorized by section 
322(d) of title 38, United States Code, grants 
authorized by section 521A of title 38, United 
States Code, and administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out sections 322(d) and 
521A of title 38, United States Code, and hos-
pital care and medical services authorized by 
section 1787 of title 38, United States Code; 
$71,000,000,000, plus reimbursements, which 
shall become available on October 1, 2024, 
and shall remain available until September 
30, 2025: Provided, That, of the amount made 
available on October 1, 2024, under this head-
ing, $2,000,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2026: Provided further, That of 
the $74,004,000,000 that became available on 
October 1, 2023, previously appropriated 
under this heading in division J of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117–328), $3,034,205,000 is hereby re-
scinded: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a 
priority for the provision of medical treat-
ment for veterans who have service-con-
nected disabilities, lower income, or have 
special needs: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall give pri-
ority funding for the provision of basic med-
ical benefits to veterans in enrollment pri-
ority groups 1 through 6: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may authorize the dispensing of prescription 
drugs from Veterans Health Administration 
facilities to enrolled veterans with privately 
written prescriptions based on requirements 
established by the Secretary: Provided fur-
ther, That the implementation of the pro-
gram described in the previous proviso shall 
incur no additional cost to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall en-
sure that sufficient amounts appropriated 
under this heading for medical supplies and 
equipment are available for the acquisition 
of prosthetics designed specifically for fe-
male veterans: Provided further, That nothing 
in section 2044(e) of title 38, United States 
Code, may be construed as limiting amounts 
that may be made available under this head-
ing for fiscal years 2024 and 2025 in this or 
prior Acts. 

MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for furnishing 
health care to individuals pursuant to chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, at non- 
Department facilities, $20,382,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, which shall become available 
on October 1, 2024, and shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That, of 
the amount made available on October 1, 
2024, under this heading, $2,000,000,000 shall 

remain available until September 30, 2026: 
Provided further, That of the $33,000,000,000 
that became available on October 1, 2023, pre-
viously appropriated under this heading in 
division J of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117–328), 
$2,657,977,000 is hereby rescinded. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home, 
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital 
policy activities; and administrative and 
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-
partment as authorized under chapter 17 of 
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal 
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et 
seq.), $11,800,000,000, plus reimbursements, 
which shall become available on October 1, 
2024, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That, of the 
amount made available on October 1, 2024, 
under this heading, $350,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2026: Provided 
further, That of the $12,300,000,000 that be-
came available on October 1, 2023, previously 
appropriated under this heading in division J 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(Public Law 117–328), $1,550,000,000 is hereby 
rescinded. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing 
homes, domiciliary facilities, and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; for administrative expenses in 
support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposi-
tion, construction, and renovation of any fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of 
the Department; for oversight, engineering, 
and architectural activities not charged to 
project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hos-
pitals and homes under the jurisdiction of 
the Department, not otherwise provided for, 
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials; 
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices; $149,485,000, which shall be in addition 
to funds previously appropriated under this 
heading that became available on October 1, 
2023; and, in addition, $9,400,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, which shall become available 
on October 1, 2024, and shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That, of 
the amount made available on October 1, 
2024, under this heading, $500,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2026. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 

For necessary expenses in carrying out 
programs of medical and prosthetic research 
and development as authorized by chapter 73 
of title 38, United States Code, $943,000,000, 
plus reimbursements, shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure 
that sufficient amounts appropriated under 
this heading are available for prosthetic re-
search specifically for female veterans, and 
for toxic exposure research. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses of the National 
Cemetery Administration for operations and 
maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor; 
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law; 
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for 
use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration 
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the National Cemetery Adminis-

tration, $480,000,000, of which not to exceed 10 
percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary operating expenses of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative 
expenses in support of Department-wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to 
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the 
General Services Administration for security 
guard services, $475,000,000, of which not to 
exceed 10 percent shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That 
funds provided under this heading may be 
transferred to ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefits Administration’’. 

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS 
For necessary operating expenses of the 

Board of Veterans Appeals, $287,000,000, of 
which not to exceed 10 percent shall remain 
available until September 30, 2025. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for information 
technology systems and telecommunications 
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information 
systems; for pay and associated costs; and 
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said 
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
$6,401,000,000, plus reimbursements: Provided, 
That $1,606,977,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed 3 percent 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2025: Provided further, That $4,668,373,000 shall 
be for operations and maintenance, of which 
not to exceed 5 percent shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025, and of which 
$75,288,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, for the purpose of facility ac-
tivations related to projects funded by the 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’, ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, 
‘‘National Cemetery Administration’’, ‘‘Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits 
Administration’’, and ‘‘General Administra-
tion’’ accounts: Provided further, That 
$125,650,000 shall be for information tech-
nology systems development, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available 
for salaries and expenses, operations and 
maintenance, and information technology 
systems development may be transferred 
among the three subaccounts after the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs requests from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available 
for the ‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ 
account for development may be transferred 
among projects or to newly defined projects: 
Provided further, That no project may be in-
creased or decreased by more than $3,000,000 
of cost prior to submitting a request to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress to make the transfer and 
an approval is issued, or absent a response, a 
period of 30 days has elapsed: Provided fur-
ther, That the funds made available under 
this heading for information technology sys-
tems development shall be for the projects, 
and in the amounts, specified under this 
heading in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 
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VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD 

For activities related to implementation, 
preparation, development, interface, man-
agement, rollout, and maintenance of a Vet-
erans Electronic Health Record system, in-
cluding contractual costs associated with op-
erations authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code, and salaries and ex-
penses of employees hired under titles 5 and 
38, United States Code, $1,334,142,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress quar-
terly reports detailing obligations, expendi-
tures, and deployment implementation by 
facility, including any changes from the de-
ployment plan or schedule: Provided further, 
That the funds provided in this account shall 
only be available to the Office of the Deputy 
Secretary, to be administered by that Office: 
Provided further, That 25 percent of the funds 
made available under this heading shall not 
be available until July 1, 2024, and are con-
tingent upon the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs— 

(1) providing the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a re-
port, no later than 60 days after enactment 
of this Act on the status of issues that 
caused the delayed deployment of the new 
electronic health record to additional sites 
that was announced on April 21, 2023; 

(2) providing the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a report 
on the reset process as of June 1, 2024, includ-
ing an outline of the measurable operational 
metrics that will be used to determine when 
it is appropriate to re-start deployments, 
progress on achieving those metrics, 
progress toward clinical and product stand-
ardization, and the current performance at 
all Department of Veterans Affairs facilities 
using the new electronic health record on or 
before September 2023 compared to pre-de-
ployment baselines for metrics impacted by 
the deployment of the new electronic health 
record; and 

(3) certifying in writing no later than 30 
days prior to July 1, 2024, whether the sys-
tem is stable, ready, and optimized for fur-
ther deployment at VA sites, and if not, an 
estimate of the timeline required to begin 
further deployments. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information 
technology, in carrying out the provisions of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.), $296,000,000, of which not to exceed 10 
percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

For constructing, altering, extending, and 
improving any of the facilities, including 
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, or for any of the purposes set forth 
in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of 
title 38, United States Code, not otherwise 
provided for, including planning, architec-
tural and engineering services, construction 
management services, maintenance or guar-
antee period services costs associated with 
equipment guarantees provided under the 
project, services of claims analysts, offsite 
utility and storm drainage system construc-
tion costs, and site acquisition, where the es-
timated cost of a project is more than the 
amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of 
title 38, United States Code, or where funds 
for a project were made available in a pre-
vious major project appropriation, 
$961,218,560, of which $453,314,560 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2028, and of 
which $507,904,000 shall remain available 

until expended, of which $110,000,000 shall be 
available for seismic improvement projects 
and seismic program management activities, 
including for projects that would otherwise 
be funded by the Construction, Minor 
Projects, Medical Facilities or National 
Cemetery Administration accounts: Pro-
vided, That except for advance planning ac-
tivities, including needs assessments which 
may or may not lead to capital investments, 
and other capital asset management related 
activities, including portfolio development 
and management activities, and planning, 
cost estimating, and design for major med-
ical facility projects and major medical fa-
cility leases and investment strategy studies 
funded through the advance planning fund 
and the planning and design activities fund-
ed through the design fund, staffing ex-
penses, and funds provided for the purchase, 
security, and maintenance of land for the 
National Cemetery Administration and the 
Veterans Health Administration through the 
land acquisition line item, none of the funds 
made available under this heading shall be 
used for any project that has not been noti-
fied to Congress through the budgetary proc-
ess or that has not been approved by the 
Congress through statute, joint resolution, 
or in the explanatory statement accom-
panying such Act and presented to the Presi-
dent at the time of enrollment: Provided fur-
ther, That funds provided for the Veterans 
Health Administration through the land ac-
quisition line item shall be only for projects 
included on the five year development plan 
notified to Congress through the budgetary 
process: Provided further, That such sums as 
may be necessary shall be available to reim-
burse the ‘‘General Administration’’ account 
for payment of salaries and expenses of all 
Office of Construction and Facilities Man-
agement employees to support the full range 
of capital infrastructure services provided, 
including minor construction and leasing 
services: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading for fiscal year 
2024, for each approved project shall be obli-
gated: (1) by the awarding of a construction 
documents contract by September 30, 2024; 
and (2) by the awarding of a construction 
contract by September 30, 2025: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall promptly submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a 
written report on any approved major con-
struction project for which obligations are 
not incurred within the time limitations es-
tablished above: Provided further, That not-
withstanding the requirements of section 
8104(a) of title 38, United States Code, 
amounts made available under this heading 
for seismic improvement projects and seis-
mic program management activities shall be 
available for the completion of both new and 
existing seismic projects of the Department. 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 
For constructing, altering, extending, and 

improving any of the facilities, including 
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or 
for the use of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, including planning and assessments 
of needs which may lead to capital invest-
ments, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, maintenance or guarantee period serv-
ices costs associated with equipment guaran-
tees provided under the project, services of 
claims analysts, offsite utility and storm 
drainage system construction costs, and site 
acquisition, or for any of the purposes set 
forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 
of title 38, United States Code, not otherwise 
provided for, where the estimated cost of a 
project is equal to or less than the amount 
set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, 
United States Code, $692,000,000, of which 
$612,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-

tember 30, 2028, and of which $80,000,000 shall 
remain available until expended, along with 
unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’’ appropriations which 
are hereby made available for any project 
where the estimated cost is equal to or less 
than the amount set forth in such section: 
Provided, That funds made available under 
this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to any of 
the nonmedical facilities under the jurisdic-
tion or for the use of the Department which 
are necessary because of loss or damage 
caused by any natural disaster or catas-
trophe; and (2) temporary measures nec-
essary to prevent or to minimize further loss 
by such causes. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE 
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

For grants to assist States to acquire or 
construct State nursing home and domi-
ciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or 
alter existing hospital, nursing home, and 
domiciliary facilities in State homes, for fur-
nishing care to veterans as authorized by 
sections 8131 through 8137 of title 38, United 
States Code, $171,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS 
CEMETERIES 

For grants to assist States and tribal orga-
nizations in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving veterans cemeteries as authorized by 
section 2408 of title 38, United States Code, 
$60,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year 
2024 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’’ may be transferred as 
necessary to any other of the mentioned ap-
propriations: Provided, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress the authority to make the transfer 
and such Committees issue an approval, or 
absent a response, a period of 30 days has 
elapsed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2024, in this or any other Act, under the 
‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Community 
Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’, 
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ accounts may be 
transferred among the accounts: Provided, 
That any transfers among the ‘‘Medical 
Services’’, ‘‘Medical Community Care’’, and 
‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’ accounts 
of 1 percent or less of the total amount ap-
propriated to the account in this or any 
other Act may take place subject to notifica-
tion from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of the amount and pur-
pose of the transfer: Provided further, That 
any transfers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’, 
‘‘Medical Community Care’’, and ‘‘Medical 
Support and Compliance’’ accounts in excess 
of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumulative 1 
percent for the fiscal year, may take place 
only after the Secretary requests from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That any transfers to or from 
the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account may take 
place only after the Secretary requests from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued. 

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this 
title for salaries and expenses shall be avail-
able for services authorized by section 3109 of 
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title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; lease of a facility or land or 
both; and uniforms or allowances therefore, 
as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title 
(except the appropriations for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, 
Minor Projects’’) shall be available for the 
purchase of any site for or toward the con-
struction of any new hospital or home. 

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title 
shall be available for hospitalization or ex-
amination of any persons (except bene-
ficiaries entitled to such hospitalization or 
examination under the laws providing such 
benefits to veterans, and persons receiving 
such treatment under sections 7901 through 
7904 of title 5, United States Code, or the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)), 
unless reimbursement of the cost of such 
hospitalization or examination is made to 
the ‘‘Medical Services’’ account at such rates 
as may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. 

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this 
title for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’’ shall be available for 
payment of prior year accrued obligations 
required to be recorded by law against the 
corresponding prior year accounts within the 
last quarter of fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this 
title shall be available to pay prior year obli-
gations of corresponding prior year appro-
priations accounts resulting from sections 
3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, except that if such obligations 
are from trust fund accounts they shall be 
payable only from ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions’’. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, during fiscal year 2024, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the 
National Service Life Insurance Fund under 
section 1920 of title 38, United States Code, 
the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance Fund 
under section 1923 of title 38, United States 
Code, and the United States Government 
Life Insurance Fund under section 1955 of 
title 38, United States Code, reimburse the 
‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’’ and ‘‘Information 
Technology Systems’’ accounts for the cost 
of administration of the insurance programs 
financed through those accounts: Provided, 
That reimbursement shall be made only from 
the surplus earnings accumulated in such an 
insurance program during fiscal year 2024 
that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actu-
arially determined reserves have been set 
aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program 
exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accu-
mulated in that program, reimbursement 
shall be made only to the extent of such sur-
plus earnings: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine the cost of adminis-
tration for fiscal year 2024 which is properly 
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any 
total disability income insurance included in 
that insurance program. 

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from en-
hanced-use lease proceeds to reimburse an 
account for expenses incurred by that ac-
count during a prior fiscal year for providing 
enhanced-use lease services shall be avail-
able until expended. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or 

funds for salaries and other administrative 
expenses shall also be available to reimburse 

the Office of Resolution Management, Diver-
sity and Inclusion, the Office of Employment 
Discrimination Complaint Adjudication, and 
the Alternative Dispute Resolution function 
within the Office of Human Resources and 
Administration for all services provided at 
rates which will recover actual costs but not 
to exceed $145,408,000 for the Office of Resolu-
tion Management, Diversity and Inclusion, 
$6,960,000 for the Office of Employment Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication, and 
$7,772,000 for the Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion function within the Office of Human Re-
sources and Administration: Provided, That 
payments may be made in advance for serv-
ices to be furnished based on estimated 
costs: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived shall be credited to the ‘‘General Ad-
ministration’’ and ‘‘Information Technology 
Systems’’ accounts for use by the office that 
provided the service: Provided further, That 
the amounts made available for the Office of 
Resolution Management, Diversity and In-
clusion under this section may be used for 
implementation of section 402 of division U 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(Public Law 117–328) and the amendments 
made by such section 402. 

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall be available for hos-
pital care, nursing home care, or medical 
services provided to any person under chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, for a 
non-service-connected disability described in 
section 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that 
person has disclosed to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary 
may require, current, accurate third-party 
reimbursement information for purposes of 
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the 
Secretary may recover, in the same manner 
as any other debt due the United States, the 
reasonable charges for such care or services 
from any person who does not make such dis-
closure as required: Provided further, That 
any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be 
obligated by the Secretary during the fiscal 
year in which amounts are received. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, proceeds or revenues derived 
from enhanced-use leasing activities (includ-
ing disposal) may be deposited into the 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’ accounts and be 
used for construction (including site acquisi-
tion and disposition), alterations, and im-
provements of any medical facility under the 
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized 
are in addition to the amount provided for in 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’. 

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under 
‘‘Medical Services’’ are available— 

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, 
supplies, and equipment; and 

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, 
and other expenses incidental to funerals and 
burials for beneficiaries receiving care in the 
Department. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited 

into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United 
States Code, may be transferred to the 
‘‘Medical Services’’ and ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’’ accounts to remain available 
until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts. 

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may enter into agreements with Federally 
Qualified Health Centers in the State of 
Alaska and Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations which are party to the Alaska Native 
Health Compact with the Indian Health 

Service, to provide healthcare, including be-
havioral health and dental care, to veterans 
in rural Alaska. The Secretary shall require 
participating veterans and facilities to com-
ply with all appropriate rules and regula-
tions, as established by the Secretary. The 
term ‘‘rural Alaska’’ shall mean those lands 
which are not within the boundaries of the 
municipality of Anchorage or the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited 

into the Department of Veterans Affairs Cap-
ital Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of 
title 38, United States Code, may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ 
and ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’ ac-
counts, to remain available until expended 
for the purposes of these accounts. 

SEC. 217. Not later than 30 days after the 
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a report on the financial status of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for the 
preceding quarter: Provided, That, at a min-
imum, the report shall include the direction 
contained in the paragraph entitled ‘‘Quar-
terly reporting’’, under the heading ‘‘General 
Administration’’ in the joint explanatory 
statement accompanying Public Law 114–223. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 218. Amounts made available under 

the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’’, ‘‘Board of Veterans Appeals’’, 
‘‘General Administration’’, and ‘‘National 
Cemetery Administration’’ accounts for fis-
cal year 2024 may be transferred to or from 
the ‘‘Information Technology Systems’’ ac-
count: Provided, That such transfers may not 
result in a more than 10 percent aggregate 
increase in the total amount made available 
by this Act for the ‘‘Information Technology 
Systems’’ account: Provided further, That, be-
fore a transfer may take place, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall request from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress the authority to make 
the transfer and an approval is issued. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 219. Of the amounts appropriated to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2024 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical 
Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and 
Compliance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’’, and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’’, up to $430,532,000, 
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to 
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility 
Demonstration Fund, established by section 
1704 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 
123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for operation 
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, 
That additional funds may be transferred 
from accounts designated in this section to 
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility 
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That 
section 220 of title II of division J of Public 
Law 117–328 is repealed. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to 

the Department of Veterans Affairs which 
become available on October 1, 2024, for 
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‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Community 
Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Compliance’’, 
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, up to $456,547,000, 
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to 
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility 
Demonstration Fund, established by section 
1704 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 
123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for operation 
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 
(Public Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, 
That additional funds may be transferred 
from accounts designated in this section to 
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility 
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 221. Such sums as may be deposited 

into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United 
States Code, for healthcare provided at fa-
cilities designated as combined Federal med-
ical facilities as described by section 706 of 
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public 
Law 110–417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be 
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint De-
partment of Defense—Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility Demonstra-
tion Fund, established by section 1704 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 
2571); and (2) for operations of the facilities 
designated as combined Federal medical fa-
cilities as described by section 706 of the 
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 
110–417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That, not-
withstanding section 1704(b)(3) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010 (Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2573), 
amounts transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration 
Fund shall remain available until expended. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 222. Of the amounts available in this 

title for ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical Com-
munity Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support and Com-
pliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, a min-
imum of $15,000,000 shall be transferred to 
the DOD–VA Health Care Sharing Incentive 
Fund, as authorized by section 8111(d) of title 
38, United States Code, to remain available 
until expended, for any purpose authorized 
by section 8111 of title 38, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 223. None of the funds available to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or 
any other Act, may be used to replace the 
current system by which the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks select and contract 
for diabetes monitoring supplies and equip-
ment. 

SEC. 224. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of all bid 
savings in a major construction project that 
total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the 
programmed amount of the project, which-
ever is less: Provided, That such notification 
shall occur within 14 days of a contract iden-
tifying the programmed amount: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall notify the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress 14 days prior to the obli-
gation of such bid savings and shall describe 
the anticipated use of such savings. 

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available 
for ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’ may be 

used for a project in excess of the scope spec-
ified for that project in the original jus-
tification data provided to the Congress as 
part of the request for appropriations unless 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs receives 
approval from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 226. Not later than 30 days after the 
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a quarterly report containing per-
formance measures and data from each Vet-
erans Benefits Administration Regional Of-
fice: Provided, That, at a minimum, the re-
port shall include the direction contained in 
the section entitled ‘‘Disability claims back-
log’’, under the heading ‘‘General Operating 
Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion’’ in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying Public Law 114–223: Provided fur-
ther, That the report shall also include infor-
mation on the number of appeals pending at 
the Veterans Benefits Administration as well 
as the Board of Veterans Appeals on a quar-
terly basis. 

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide written notification to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress 15 days prior to organiza-
tional changes which result in the transfer of 
25 or more full-time equivalents from one or-
ganizational unit of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to another. 

SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress notification of any single 
national outreach and awareness marketing 
campaign in which obligations exceed 
$1,000,000. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 229. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
upon determination that such action is nec-
essary to address needs of the Veterans 
Health Administration, may transfer to the 
‘‘Medical Services’’ account any discre-
tionary appropriations made available for 
fiscal year 2024 in this title (except appro-
priations made to the ‘‘General Operating 
Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion’’ account) or any discretionary unobli-
gated balances within the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, including those appro-
priated for fiscal year 2024, that were pro-
vided in advance by appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided, That transfers shall be made only with 
the approval of the Office of Management 
and Budget: Provided further, That the trans-
fer authority provided in this section is in 
addition to any other transfer authority pro-
vided by law: Provided further, That no 
amounts may be transferred from amounts 
that were designated by Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985: Provided further, That such au-
thority to transfer may not be used unless 
for higher priority items, based on emergent 
healthcare requirements, than those for 
which originally appropriated and in no case 
where the item for which funds are requested 
has been denied by Congress: Provided fur-
ther, That, upon determination that all or 
part of the funds transferred from an appro-
priation are not necessary, such amounts 
may be transferred back to that appropria-
tion and shall be available for the same pur-
poses as originally appropriated: Provided 
further, That before a transfer may take 
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 230. Amounts made available for the 

Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal 
year 2024, under the ‘‘Board of Veterans Ap-
peals’’ and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses, 
Veterans Benefits Administration’’ accounts 
may be transferred between such accounts: 
Provided, That before a transfer may take 
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request. 

SEC. 231. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such in-
stance of reprogramming will exceed 
$7,000,000, unless such reprogramming is ap-
proved by the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress. 

SEC. 232. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall ensure that the toll-free suicide 
hotline under section 1720F(h) of title 38, 
United States Code— 

(1) provides to individuals who contact the 
hotline immediate assistance from a trained 
professional; and 

(2) adheres to all requirements of the 
American Association of Suicidology. 

(b)(1) None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to enforce or otherwise 
carry out any Executive action that pro-
hibits the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from 
appointing an individual to occupy a vacant 
civil service position, or establishing a new 
civil service position, at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs with respect to such a posi-
tion relating to the hotline specified in sub-
section (a). 

(2) In this subsection— 
(A) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the mean-

ing given such term in section 2101(1) of title 
5, United States Code; and 

(B) the term ‘‘Executive action’’ includes— 
(i) any Executive order, Presidential 

memorandum, or other action by the Presi-
dent; and 

(ii) any agency policy, order, or other di-
rective. 

(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall conduct a study on the effectiveness of 
the hotline specified in subsection (a) during 
the 5-year period beginning on January 1, 
2016, based on an analysis of national suicide 
data and data collected from such hotline. 

(2) At a minimum, the study required by 
paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) determine the number of veterans who 
contact the hotline specified in subsection 
(a) and who receive follow up services from 
the hotline or mental health services from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs there-
after; 

(B) determine the number of veterans who 
contact the hotline who are not referred to, 
or do not continue receiving, mental health 
care who commit suicide; and 

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or 
attempt suicide. 

SEC. 233. Effective during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2018, and ending on Janu-
ary 1, 2025, none of the funds made available 
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs by this 
or any other Act may be obligated or ex-
pended in contravention of the ‘‘Veterans 
Health Administration Clinical Preventive 
Services Guidance Statement on the Vet-
erans Health Administration’s Screening for 
Breast Cancer Guidance’’ published on May 
10, 2017, as issued by the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration National Center for Health Pro-
motion and Disease Prevention. 

SEC. 234. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the amounts appropriated 
or otherwise made available to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the ‘‘Medical 
Services’’ account may be used to provide— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1113 March 5, 2024 
(1) fertility counseling and treatment 

using assisted reproductive technology to a 
covered veteran or the spouse of a covered 
veteran; or 

(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered 
veteran. 

(b) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘service-connected’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 101 of 
title 38, United States Code. 

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’’ means a 
veteran, as such term is defined in section 
101 of title 38, United States Code, who has a 
service-connected disability that results in 
the inability of the veteran to procreate 
without the use of fertility treatment. 

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproduc-
tive assistance provided to a member of the 
Armed Forces who incurs a serious injury or 
illness on active duty pursuant to section 
1074(c)(4)(A) of title 10, United States Code, 
as described in the memorandum on the sub-
ject of ‘‘Policy for Assisted Reproductive 
Services for the Benefit of Seriously or Se-
verely Ill/Injured (Category II or III) Active 
Duty Service Members’’ issued by the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs 
on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued to 
implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits avail-
able to such a member except that— 

(A) the time periods regarding embryo 
cryopreservation and storage set forth in 
part III(G) and in part IV(H) of such memo-
randum shall not apply; and 

(B) such term includes embryo 
cryopreservation and storage without limita-
tion on the duration of such 
cryopreservation and storage. 

(4) The term ‘‘adoption reimbursement’’ 
means reimbursement for the adoption-re-
lated expenses for an adoption that is final-
ized after the date of the enactment of this 
Act under the same terms as apply under the 
adoption reimbursement program of the De-
partment of Defense, as authorized in De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1341.09, in-
cluding the reimbursement limits and re-
quirements set forth in such instruction. 

(c) Amounts made available for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion are subject to the requirements for 
funds contained in section 508 of division H 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 
(Public Law 115–141). 

SEC. 235. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs may be used in a manner that is in-
consistent with: (1) section 842 of the Trans-
portation, Treasury, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Judiciary, the District of Co-
lumbia, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109–115; 119 
Stat. 2506); or (2) section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, 
United States Code. 

SEC. 236. Section 842 of Public Law 109–115 
shall not apply to conversion of an activity 
or function of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, Veterans Benefits Administration, 
or National Cemetery Administration to 
contractor performance by a business con-
cern that is at least 51 percent owned by one 
or more Indian Tribes as defined in section 
5304(e) of title 25, United States Code, or one 
or more Native Hawaiian Organizations as 
defined in section 637(a)(15) of title 15, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 237. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretary of Labor, shall 
discontinue collecting and using Social Se-
curity account numbers to authenticate in-
dividuals in all information systems of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for all indi-
viduals not later than September 30, 2024. 

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may 
collect and use a Social Security account 

number to identify an individual, in accord-
ance with section 552a of title 5, United 
States Code, in an information system of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs if and only if 
the use of such number is necessary to: 

(1) obtain or provide information the Sec-
retary requires from an information system 
that is not under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary; 

(2) comply with a law, regulation, or court 
order; 

(3) perform anti-fraud activities; or 
(4) identify a specific individual where no 

adequate substitute is available. 
(c) The matter in subsections (a) and (b) 

shall supersede section 237 of division J of 
Public Law 117–328. 

SEC. 238. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal 
year 2024 and 2025 for ‘‘Medical Services’’, 
section 239 of division A of Public Law 114– 
223 shall apply. 

SEC. 239. None of the funds appropriated in 
this or prior appropriations Acts or other-
wise made available to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs may be used to transfer any 
amounts from the Filipino Veterans Equity 
Compensation Fund to any other account 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 240. Of the funds provided to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal year 2024 and fiscal year 2025 for ‘‘Medical 
Services’’, funds may be used in each year to 
carry out and expand the child care program 
authorized by section 205 of Public Law 111– 
163, notwithstanding subsection (e) of such 
section. 

SEC. 241. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this title may 
be used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to enter into an agreement related to resolv-
ing a dispute or claim with an individual 
that would restrict in any way the individual 
from speaking to members of Congress or 
their staff on any topic not otherwise prohib-
ited from disclosure by Federal law or re-
quired by Executive order to be kept secret 
in the interest of national defense or the 
conduct of foreign affairs. 

SEC. 242. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal 
year 2024 and 2025, section 258 of division A of 
Public Law 114–223 shall apply. 

SEC. 243. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used to deny an Inspector General funded 
under this Act timely access to any records, 
documents, or other materials available to 
the department or agency over which that 
Inspector General has responsibilities under 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.), or to prevent or impede the access of 
the Inspector General to such records, docu-
ments, or other materials, under any provi-
sion of law, except a provision of law that ex-
pressly refers to such Inspector General and 
expressly limits the right of access. 

(b) A department or agency covered by this 
section shall provide its Inspector General 
access to all records, documents, and other 
materials in a timely manner. 

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure 
compliance with statutory limitations on 
disclosure relevant to the information pro-
vided by the establishment over which that 
Inspector General has responsibilities under 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.). 

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this 
section shall report to the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives within 5 calendar days of 
any failure by any department or agency 
covered by this section to comply with this 
requirement. 

SEC. 244. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in a manner that 

would increase wait times for veterans who 
seek care at medical facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

SEC. 245. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act to the 
Veterans Health Administration may be used 
in fiscal year 2024 to convert any program 
which received specific purpose funds in fis-
cal year 2023 to a general purpose funded pro-
gram unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs submits written notification of any 
such proposal to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least 
30 days prior to any such action and an ap-
proval is issued by the Committees. 

SEC. 246. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal 
year 2024 and 2025, section 248 of division A of 
Public Law 114–223 shall apply. 

SEC. 247. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used to conduct research commencing on 
or after the date of enactment of this Act, 
that uses any canine, feline, or non-human 
primate unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs approves such research specifically and 
in writing pursuant to subsection (b). 

(b)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
may approve the conduct of research com-
mencing on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act, using canines, felines, or non- 
human primates if the Secretary certifies 
that— 

(A) the scientific objectives of the research 
can only be met by using such canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates and cannot be 
met using other animal models, in vitro 
models, computational models, human clin-
ical studies, or other research alternatives; 

(B) such scientific objectives are necessary 
to advance research benefiting veterans and 
are directly related to an illness or injury 
that is combat-related as defined by 10 
U.S.C. 1413(e); 

(C) the research is consistent with the re-
vised Department of Veterans Affairs canine 
research policy document dated December 
15, 2017, including any subsequent revisions 
to such document; and 

(D) ethical considerations regarding mini-
mizing the harm experienced by canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates are included in 
evaluating the scientific necessity of the re-
search. 

(2) The Secretary may not delegate the au-
thority under this subsection. 

(c) If the Secretary approves any new re-
search pursuant to subsection (b), not later 
than 30 days before the commencement of 
such research, the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port describing— 

(1) the nature of the research to be con-
ducted using canines, felines, or non-human 
primates; 

(2) the date on which the Secretary ap-
proved the research; 

(3) the USDA pain category on the ap-
proved use; 

(4) the justification for the determination 
of the Secretary that the scientific objec-
tives of such research could only be met 
using canines, felines, or non-human pri-
mates, and methods used to make such de-
termination; 

(5) the frequency and duration of such re-
search; and 

(6) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of the research, 
and animal welfare. 

(d) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and biannually 
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to 
such Committees a report describing— 

(1) any research being conducted by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs using ca-
nines, felines, or non-human primates as of 
the date of the submittal of the report; 
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(2) the circumstances under which such re-

search was conducted using canines, felines, 
or non-human primates; 

(3) the justification for using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates to conduct 
such research; 

(4) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of such research; 
and 

(5) the development and adoption of alter-
natives to canines, felines, or non-human 
primate research. 

(e) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs must submit to voluntary U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture inspections of canine, 
feline, and non-human primate research fa-
cilities. 

(f) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to 
such Committees a report describing — 

(1) any violations of the Animal Welfare 
Act, the Public Health Service Policy on Hu-
mane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 
or other Department of Veterans Affairs 
policies related to oversight of animal re-
search found during that quarter in VA re-
search facilities; 

(2) immediate corrective actions taken; 
and 

(3) specific actions taken to prevent their 
recurrence. 

(g) The Department shall implement a plan 
under which the Secretary will eliminate the 
research conducted using canines, felines, or 
non-human primates by not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SEC. 248. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may use amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available in this title to ensure 
that the ratio of veterans to full-time em-
ployment equivalents within any program of 
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of 
title 38, United States Code, does not exceed 
125 veterans to one full-time employment 
equivalent. 

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall submit to Congress a report on the pro-
grams of rehabilitation conducted under 
chapter 31 of title 38, United States Code, in-
cluding— 

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff 
ratio for each such program; and 

(2) recommendations for such action as the 
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the 
veteran-to-staff ratio for each such program. 

SEC. 249. Amounts made available for the 
‘‘Veterans Health Administration, Medical 
Community Care’’ account in this or any 
other Act for fiscal years 2024 and 2025 may 
be used for expenses that would otherwise be 
payable from the Veterans Choice Fund es-
tablished by section 802 of the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act, as 
amended (38 U.S.C. 1701 note). 

SEC. 250. Obligations and expenditures ap-
plicable to the ‘‘Medical Services’’ account 
in fiscal years 2017 through 2019 for aid to 
state homes (as authorized by section 1741 of 
title 38, United States Code) shall remain in 
the ‘‘Medical Community Care’’ account for 
such fiscal years. 

SEC. 251. Of the amounts made available 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs for 
fiscal year 2024, in this or any other Act, 
under the ‘‘Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Services’’, ‘‘Veterans Health 
Administration—Medical Community Care’’, 
‘‘Veterans Health Administration—Medical 
Support and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Veterans 
Health Administration—Medical Facilities’’ 
accounts, $990,446,000 shall be made available 
for gender-specific care and programmatic 
efforts to deliver care for women veterans. 

SEC. 252. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in fiscal year 2024 in the ‘‘Recurring Ex-
penses Transformational Fund’’ established 
in section 243 of division J of Public Law 114– 
113, and in addition to any funds otherwise 
made available for such purposes in this, 
prior, or subsequent fiscal years, $646,000,000 
shall be available for constructing, altering, 
extending, and improving medical facilities 
of the Veterans Health Administration, in-
cluding all supporting activities and re-
quired contingencies, during the period of 
availability of the Fund: Provided, That prior 
to obligation of any of the funds provided in 
this section, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs must provide a plan for the execution of 
the funds appropriated in this section to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress and such Committees 
issue an approval, or absent a response, a pe-
riod of 30 days has elapsed. 

SEC. 253. Not later than 30 days after the 
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a quarterly report on the status of 
section 8006 of the American Rescue Plan of 
2021 (Public Law 117–2): Provided, That, at a 
minimum, the report shall include an update 
on obligations by program, project or activ-
ity and a plan for expending the remaining 
funds. 

SEC. 254. Not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds made available through the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118–5) for 
the Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund for 
fiscal year 2024: Provided, That the budget re-
source categories supporting the Veterans 
Health Administration shall be reported by 
the subcategories ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Med-
ical Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical Support 
and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical and Pros-
thetic Research’’: Provided further, That not 
later than 30 days after the end of each fiscal 
quarter, the Secretary shall submit a quar-
terly report on the status of the funds, in-
cluding, at a minimum, an update on obliga-
tions by program, project or activity. 

SEC. 255. Any amounts transferred to the 
Secretary and administered by a corporation 
referred to in section 7364(b) of title 38, 
United States Code, between October 1, 2017 
and September 30, 2018 for purposes of car-
rying out an order placed with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs pursuant to section 
1535 of title 31, United States Code, that are 
available for obligation pursuant to section 
7364(b)(1) of title 38, United States Code, are 
to remain available for the liquidation of 
valid obligations incurred by such corpora-
tion during the period of performance of such 
order, provided that the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines that such amounts 
need to remain available for such liquida-
tion. 

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 256. Of the unobligated balances from 

amounts made available under the heading 
‘‘Departmental Administration—Veterans 
Electronic Health Record’’ in division J of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(Public Law 117–328), $460,005,000 is hereby re-
scinded. 

SEC. 257. None of the funds in this or any 
other Act may be used to close Department 
of Veterans Affairs hospitals, domiciliaries, 
or clinics, conduct an environmental assess-
ment, or to diminish healthcare services at 
existing Veterans Health Administration 
medical facilities as part of a planned re-
alignment of services until the Secretary 
provides to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a report in-
cluding an analysis of how any such planned 

realignment of services will impact access to 
care for veterans living in rural or highly 
rural areas, including travel distances and 
transportation costs to access a Department 
medical facility and availability of local spe-
cialty and primary care. 

SEC. 258. Unobligated balances available 
under the headings ‘‘Construction, Major 
Projects’’ and ‘‘Construction, Minor 
Projects’’ may be obligated by the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs for a facility pursuant to 
section 2(e)(1) of the Communities Helping 
Invest through Property and Improvements 
Needed for Veterans Act of 2016 (Public Law 
114–294; 38 U.S.C. 8103 note), as amended, to 
provide additional funds or to fund an esca-
lation clause under such section of such Act: 
Provided, That before such unobligated bal-
ances are obligated pursuant to this section, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to obligate such unobligated balances 
and such Committees issue an approval, or 
absent a response, a period of 30 days has 
elapsed: Provided further, That the request to 
obligate such unobligated balances must pro-
vide Congress notice that the entity de-
scribed in section 2(a)(2) of Public Law 114– 
294, as amended, has exhausted available cost 
containment approaches as set forth in the 
agreement under section 2(c) of such Public 
Law. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 259. Of the unobligated balances from 

amounts made available under the heading 
‘‘Veterans Health Administration’’ from 
prior appropriations Acts, including any 
funds transferred from the Medical Care Col-
lections Fund to accounts under such head-
ing, $1,951,750,000 is hereby rescinded: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were provided under the 
heading ‘‘Medical and Prosthetic Research’’ 
or amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress a plan for rescinding 
amounts required by this section no later 
than 30 days after enactment of this Act. 

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 260. Of the unobligated balances from 

amounts made available to the Department 
of Veterans Affairs from prior appropriations 
Acts, the following funds are hereby re-
scinded from the following accounts in the 
amounts specified: 

‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’, $30,000,000; 

‘‘General Administration’’, $5,000,000; 
‘‘Board of Veterans Appeals’’, $15,000,000; 
‘‘Information Technology Systems’’, 

$15,000,000; and 
‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’, $80,218,560: 

Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSION OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 261. Amounts provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs under the heading 
‘‘Departmental Administration—Construc-
tion, Major Projects’’ in title II of division F 
of the Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (Public Law 116–94) that were trans-
ferred to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) pursuant to an interagency agree-
ment for the major construction project in 
Alameda, CA, and that remain unobligated 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1115 March 5, 2024 
at the Corps, shall be immediately trans-
ferred back to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and permanently rescinded, and an 
amount of additional new budget authority 
equivalent to the amount rescinded shall be 
appropriated, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, for the same purposes and 
under the same authorities for which such 
amounts were originally provided under such 
heading in such Act, in addition to amounts 
otherwise available for such purposes. 

TITLE III 
RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, including the acquisition 
of land or interest in land in foreign coun-
tries; purchases and repair of uniforms for 
caretakers of national cemeteries and monu-
ments outside of the United States and its 
territories and possessions; rent of office and 
garage space in foreign countries; purchase 
(one-for-one replacement basis only) and hire 
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed 
$15,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and insurance of official 
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $158,630,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, such sums as may be 
necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended, for purposes authorized by section 
2109 of title 36, United States Code. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for the operation of 

the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims as authorized by sections 7251 
through 7298 of title 38, United States Code, 
$47,200,000: Provided, That $3,000,000 shall be 
available for the purpose of providing finan-
cial assistance as described and in accord-
ance with the process and reporting proce-
dures set forth under this heading in Public 
Law 102–229. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses for maintenance, 

operation, and improvement of Arlington 
National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery, including 
the purchase or lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement on a one-for-one basis 
only, and not to exceed $2,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses, 
$99,880,000, of which not to exceed $15,000,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2026. In addition, such sums as may be nec-
essary for parking maintenance, repairs and 
replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease 
of Department of Defense Real Property for 
Defense Agencies’’ account. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For necessary expenses for planning and 

design and construction at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Home National Cemetery, $88,600,000, to re-
main available until expended, for planning 
and design and construction associated with 
the Southern Expansion project at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 
TRUST FUND 

For expenses necessary for the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home to operate and 
maintain the Armed Forces Retirement 

Home—Washington, District of Columbia, 
and the Armed Forces Retirement Home— 
Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds 
available in the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home Trust Fund, $77,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, of which 
$8,940,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of 
the physical plants at the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home—Gulfport, Mississippi: Provided, That 
of the amounts made available under this 
heading from funds available in the Armed 
Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund, 
$25,000,000 shall be paid from the general fund 
of the Treasury to the Trust Fund. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
SEC. 301. Amounts deposited into the spe-

cial account established under 10 U.S.C. 7727 
are appropriated and shall be available until 
expended to support activities at the Army 
National Military Cemeteries. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for any program, 
project, or activity, when it is made known 
to the Federal entity or official to which the 
funds are made available that the program, 
project, or activity is not in compliance with 
any Federal law relating to risk assessment, 
the protection of private property rights, or 
unfunded mandates. 

SEC. 403. All departments and agencies 
funded under this Act are encouraged, within 
the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘‘E- 
Commerce’’ technologies and procedures in 
the conduct of their business practices and 
public service activities. 

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all re-
ports and notifications required by this Act 
shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Subcommittee on Military 
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate. 

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this or any other appropriations 
Act. 

SEC. 406. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for a project or pro-
gram named for an individual serving as a 
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

SEC. 407. (a) Any agency receiving funds 
made available in this Act, shall, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public 
Web site of that agency any report required 
to be submitted by the Congress in this or 
any other Act, upon the determination by 
the head of the agency that it shall serve the 
national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains confidential or pro-
prietary information. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has 
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less 
than 45 days. 

SEC. 408. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by an agency of the 
executive branch to pay for first-class travel 
by an employee of the agency in contraven-
tion of sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to execute a con-
tract for goods or services, including con-
struction services, where the contractor has 
not complied with Executive Order No. 12989. 

SEC. 411. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 101(e)(8) of title 10, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 412. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this 
Act may be used to construct, renovate, or 
expand any facility in the United States, its 
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the 
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall 
not apply to any modification of facilities at 
United States Naval Station, Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24, 
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or 
a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective 

control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantánamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

SEC. 413. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs under section 5502 of title 
38, United States Code, in any case arising 
out of the administration by the Secretary 
of laws and benefits under such title, to re-
port a person who is deemed mentally inca-
pacitated, mentally incompetent, or to be 
experiencing an extended loss of conscious-
ness as a person who has been adjudicated as 
a mental defective under subsection (d)(4) or 
(g)(4) of section 922 of title 18, United States 
Code, without the order or finding of a judge, 
magistrate, or other judicial authority of 
competent jurisdiction that such person is a 
danger to himself or herself or others. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Military 
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 
DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-
TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

TITLE I 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Secretary, $58,292,000 of which not to exceed 
$7,000,000 shall be available for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary; not to exceed 
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$1,896,000 shall be available for the Office of 
Homeland Security; not to exceed $5,190,000 
shall be available for the Office of Tribal Re-
lations, of which $1,000,000 shall be to con-
tinue a Tribal Public Health Resource Center 
at a land grant university with existing in-
digenous public health expertise to expand 
current partnerships and collaborative ef-
forts with indigenous groups, including but 
not limited to, tribal organizations and in-
stitutions such as tribal colleges, tribal tech-
nical colleges, tribal community colleges 
and tribal universities, to improve the deliv-
ery of culturally appropriate public health 
services and functions in American Indian 
communities focusing on indigenous food 
sovereignty; not to exceed $7,500,000 shall be 
available for the Office of Partnerships and 
Public Engagement, of which $1,500,000 shall 
be for 7 U.S.C. 2279(c)(5); not to exceed 
$25,206,000 shall be available for the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
of which $23,500,000 shall be available for De-
partmental Administration to provide for 
necessary expenses for management support 
services to offices of the Department and for 
general administration, security, repairs and 
alterations, and other miscellaneous supplies 
and expenses not otherwise provided for and 
necessary for the practical and efficient 
work of the Department: Provided, That 
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Administration mission area for 
salaries and expenses are available to fund 
up to one administrative support staff for 
the Office; not to exceed $4,500,000 shall be 
available for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations and Inter-
governmental Affairs to carry out the pro-
grams funded by this Act, including pro-
grams involving intergovernmental affairs 
and liaison within the executive branch; and 
not to exceed $7,000,000 shall be available for 
the Office of Communications: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to transfer funds appropriated for 
any office of the Office of the Secretary to 
any other office of the Office of the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That no appropria-
tion for any office shall be increased or de-
creased by more than 5 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $22,000 of the 
amount made available under this paragraph 
for the immediate Office of the Secretary 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, as determined by the Secretary: 
Provided further, That the amount made 
available under this heading for Depart-
mental Administration shall be reimbursed 
from applicable appropriations in this Act 
for travel expenses incident to the holding of 
hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 551–558: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available 
under this heading for the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Congressional Rela-
tions and Intergovernmental Affairs shall be 
transferred to agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture funded by this Act to maintain 
personnel at the agency level: Provided fur-
ther, That no funds made available under 
this heading for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations may be 
obligated after 30 days from the date of en-
actment of this Act, unless the Secretary 
has notified the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress on the allo-
cation of these funds by USDA agency: Pro-
vided further, That during any 30 day notifi-
cation period referenced in section 716 of this 
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall take 
no action to begin implementation of the ac-
tion that is subject to section 716 of this Act 
or make any public announcement of such 
action in any form. 

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Chief Economist, $30,500,000, of which 
$10,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative 
agreements for policy research under 7 
U.S.C. 3155: Provided, That of the amounts 
made available under this heading, $2,000,000 
shall be for an interdisciplinary center based 
at a land grant university focused on agri-
cultural policy relevant to the Midwest re-
gion which will provide private entities, pol-
icymakers, and the public with timely in-
sights and targeted economic solutions: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made 
available under this heading, $500,000 shall be 
available to carry out section 224 of subtitle 
A of the Department of Agriculture Reorga-
nization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6924), as amend-
ed by section 12504 of Public Law 115–334. 

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Hearings and Appeals, $16,703,000. 
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Budget and Program Analysis, $14,967,000. 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Chief Information Officer, $91,000,000, of 
which not less than $77,428,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the department. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Chief Financial Officer, $6,867,000. 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
$1,466,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Civil 
Rights mission area for salaries and expenses 
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Civil Rights, $37,000,000. 
AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For payment of space rental and related 

costs pursuant to Public Law 92–313, includ-
ing authorities pursuant to the 1984 delega-
tion of authority from the Administrator of 
General Services to the Department of Agri-
culture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs and 
activities of the Department which are in-
cluded in this Act, and for alterations and 
other actions needed for the Department and 
its agencies to consolidate unneeded space 
into configurations suitable for release to 
the Administrator of General Services, and 
for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings 
and facilities, and for related costs, 
$22,603,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Department 
of Agriculture, to comply with the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 
et seq.) and the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), $3,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That ap-
propriations and funds available herein to 
the Department for Hazardous Materials 
Management may be transferred to any 
agency of the Department for its use in 
meeting all requirements pursuant to the 
above Acts on Federal and non-Federal 
lands. 

OFFICE OF SAFETY, SECURITY, AND 
PROTECTION 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Safety, Security, and Protection, $20,800,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General, including employment pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95–452; 5 U.S.C. App.), 
$111,561,000, including such sums as may be 
necessary for contracting and other arrange-
ments with public agencies and private per-
sons pursuant to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978 (Public Law 95–452; 5 
U.S.C. App.), and including not to exceed 
$125,000 for certain confidential operational 
expenses, including the payment of inform-
ants, to be expended under the direction of 
the Inspector General pursuant to the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (Public Law 95– 
452; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 1337 of the Ag-
riculture and Food Act of 1981 (Public Law 
97–98). 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

General Counsel, $60,537,000. 
OFFICE OF ETHICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Ethics, $4,500,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Research, Education, 
and Economics, $1,884,000: Provided, That 
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Research, Education, and Econom-
ics mission area for salaries and expenses are 
available to fund up to one administrative 
support staff for the Office: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, $500,000 shall be made available 
for the Office of the Chief Scientist. 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 
For necessary expenses of the Economic 

Research Service, $90,612,000. 
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

For necessary expenses of the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, $187,513,000, of 
which up to $46,850,000 shall be available 
until expended for the Census of Agriculture: 
Provided, That amounts made available for 
the Census of Agriculture may be used to 
conduct Current Industrial Report surveys 
subject to 7 U.S.C. 2204g(d) and (f). 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural 
Research Service and for acquisition of lands 
by donation, exchange, or purchase at a 
nominal cost not to exceed $100,000 and with 
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress, and for land exchanges where the 
lands exchanged shall be of equal value or 
shall be equalized by a payment of money to 
the grantor which shall not exceed 25 percent 
of the total value of the land or interests 
transferred out of Federal ownership, 
$1,788,063,000: Provided, That appropriations 
hereunder shall be available for the oper-
ation and maintenance of aircraft and the 
purchase of not to exceed one for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant 
to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but unless otherwise provided, the 
cost of constructing any one building shall 
not exceed $500,000, except for headhouses or 
greenhouses which shall each be limited to 
$1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be con-
structed or improved at a cost not to exceed 
$1,100,000 each, and except for four buildings 
to be constructed at a cost not to exceed 
$5,000,000 each, and the cost of altering any 
one building during the fiscal year shall not 
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement 
value of the building or $500,000, whichever is 
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greater: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available for enter-
ing into lease agreements at any Agricul-
tural Research Service location for the con-
struction of a research facility by a non-Fed-
eral entity for use by the Agricultural Re-
search Service and a condition of the lease 
shall be that any facility shall be owned, op-
erated, and maintained by the non-Federal 
entity and shall be removed upon the expira-
tion or termination of the lease agreement: 
Provided further, That the limitations on al-
terations contained in this Act shall not 
apply to modernization or replacement of ex-
isting facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder 
shall be available for granting easements at 
the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center: 
Provided further, That the foregoing limita-
tions shall not apply to replacement of build-
ings needed to carry out the Act of April 24, 
1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That 
appropriations hereunder shall be available 
for granting easements at any Agricultural 
Research Service location for the construc-
tion of a research facility by a non-Federal 
entity for use by, and acceptable to, the Ag-
ricultural Research Service and a condition 
of the easements shall be that upon comple-
tion the facility shall be accepted by the 
Secretary, subject to the availability of 
funds herein, if the Secretary finds that ac-
ceptance of the facility is in the interest of 
the United States: Provided further, That 
funds may be received from any State, other 
political subdivision, organization, or indi-
vidual for the purpose of establishing or op-
erating any research facility or research 
project of the Agricultural Research Service, 
as authorized by law. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For the acquisition of land, construction, 
repair, improvement, extension, alteration, 
and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities 
as necessary to carry out the agricultural re-
search programs of the Department of Agri-
culture, where not otherwise provided, 
$57,164,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the purposes, and in the 
amounts, specified for this account in the 
table titled ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

For payments to agricultural experiment 
stations, for cooperative forestry and other 
research, for facilities, and for other ex-
penses, $1,075,950,000, which shall be for the 
purposes, and in the amounts, specified in 
the table titled ‘‘National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture, Research and Education Ac-
tivities’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Pro-
vided, That funds for research grants for 1994 
institutions, education grants for 1890 insti-
tutions, Hispanic serving institutions edu-
cation grants, capacity building for non- 
land-grant colleges of agriculture, the agri-
culture and food research initiative, veteri-
nary medicine loan repayment, multicul-
tural scholars, graduate fellowship and insti-
tution challenge grants, grants management 
systems, tribal colleges education equity 
grants, and scholarships at 1890 institutions 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That each institution eligible 
to receive funds under the Evans-Allen pro-
gram receives no less than $1,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants 
for Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serv-
ing institutions be made available to indi-

vidual eligible institutions or consortia of el-
igible institutions with funds awarded equal-
ly to each of the States of Alaska and Ha-
waii: Provided further, That funds for pro-
viding grants for food and agricultural 
sciences for Alaska Native and Native Ha-
waiian-Serving institutions and for Insular 
Areas shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided further, That funds 
for education grants for 1890 institutions 
shall be made available to institutions eligi-
ble to receive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 
3222: Provided further, That not more than 5 
percent of the amounts made available by 
this or any other Act to carry out the Agri-
culture and Food Research Initiative under 7 
U.S.C. 3157 may be retained by the Secretary 
of Agriculture to pay administrative costs 
incurred by the Secretary in carrying out 
that authority. 

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

For the Native American Institutions En-
dowment Fund authorized by Public Law 
103–382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
For payments to States, the District of Co-

lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas, 
and American Samoa, $561,700,000 which shall 
be for the purposes, and in the amounts, 
specified in the table titled ‘‘National Insti-
tute of Food and Agriculture, Extension Ac-
tivities’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Pro-
vided, That funds for extension services at 
1994 institutions and for facility improve-
ments at 1890 institutions shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
institutions eligible to receive funds under 7 
U.S.C. 3221 for cooperative extension receive 
no less than $1,000,000: Provided further, That 
funds for cooperative extension under sec-
tions 3(b) and (c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 
U.S.C. 343(b) and (c)) and section 208(c) of 
Public Law 93–471 shall be available for re-
tirement and employees’ compensation costs 
for extension agents. 

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES 
For the integrated research, education, 

and extension grants programs, including 
necessary administrative expenses, 
$41,100,000, which shall be for the purposes, 
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, Integrated Activities’’ in the explan-
atory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act): Provided, That funds for the 
Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2025: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, indirect costs 
shall not be charged against any Extension 
Implementation Program Area grant award-
ed under the Crop Protection/Pest Manage-
ment Program (7 U.S.C. 7626). 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, $1,617,000: Provided, That 
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams mission area for salaries and expenses 
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office. 

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION 
SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, including 

up to $30,000 for representation allowances 
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign 
Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4085), 
$1,162,026,000, of which up to $14,276,000 shall 
be for the purposes, and in the amounts, 
specified for this account in the table titled 
‘‘Community Project Funding/Congression-
ally Directed Spending’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act); of which $500,000, to remain available 
until expended, shall be for invasive catfish 
control; of which $250,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be available for 
the control of outbreaks of insects, plant dis-
eases, animal diseases and for control of pest 
animals and birds (‘‘contingency fund’’) to 
the extent necessary to meet emergency con-
ditions; of which $15,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be used for the cot-
ton pests program, including for cost share 
purposes or for debt retirement for active 
eradication zones; of which $40,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be for 
Animal Health Technical Services; of which 
$35,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for agricultural quarantine 
and inspection services; of which $3,500,000 
shall be for activities under the authority of 
the Horse Protection Act of 1970, as amended 
(15 U.S.C. 1831); of which $65,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be used 
to support avian health; of which $4,000,000, 
to remain available until expended, shall be 
for information technology infrastructure; of 
which $215,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, shall be for specialty crop pests, of 
which $8,500,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2025, shall be for one-time con-
trol and management and associated activi-
ties directly related to the multiple-agency 
response to citrus greening; of which, 
$12,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for field crop and rangeland 
ecosystem pests; of which $21,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be for 
zoonotic disease management; of which 
$44,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for emergency preparedness 
and response; of which $59,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for tree 
and wood pests; of which $6,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for the Na-
tional Veterinary Stockpile; of which up to 
$1,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the scrapie program for 
indemnities; of which $2,500,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for the 
wildlife damage management program for 
aviation safety: Provided, That of amounts 
available under this heading for wildlife 
services methods development, $1,000,000 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That of amounts available 
under this heading for the screwworm pro-
gram, $4,990,000 shall remain available until 
expended; of which $24,527,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be used to 
carry out the science program and transition 
activities for the National Bio and Agro-de-
fense Facility located in Manhattan, Kansas: 
Provided further, That no funds shall be used 
to formulate or administer a brucellosis 
eradication program for the current fiscal 
year that does not require minimum match-
ing by the States of at least 40 percent: Pro-
vided further, That this appropriation shall 
be available for the purchase, replacement, 
operation, and maintenance of aircraft: Pro-
vided further, That in addition, in emer-
gencies which threaten any segment of the 
agricultural production industry of the 
United States, the Secretary may transfer 
from other appropriations or funds available 
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to the agencies or corporations of the De-
partment such sums as may be deemed nec-
essary, to be available only in such emer-
gencies for the arrest and eradication of con-
tagious or infectious disease or pests of ani-
mals, poultry, or plants, and for expenses in 
accordance with sections 10411 and 10417 of 
the Animal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 
8310 and 8316) and sections 431 and 442 of the 
Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 7772), 
and any unexpended balances of funds trans-
ferred for such emergency purposes in the 
preceding fiscal year shall be merged with 
such transferred amounts: Provided further, 
That appropriations hereunder shall be 
available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for 
the repair and alteration of leased buildings 
and improvements, but unless otherwise pro-
vided the cost of altering any one building 
during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of the current replacement value of the 
building. 

In fiscal year 2024, the agency is authorized 
to collect fees to cover the total costs of pro-
viding technical assistance, goods, or serv-
ices requested by States, other political sub-
divisions, domestic and international organi-
zations, foreign governments, or individuals, 
provided that such fees are structured such 
that any entity’s liability for such fees is 
reasonably based on the technical assistance, 
goods, or services provided to the entity by 
the agency, and such fees shall be reim-
bursed to this account, to remain available 
until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for providing such assistance, goods, or 
services. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For plans, construction, repair, preventive 

maintenance, environmental support, im-
provement, extension, alteration, and pur-
chase of fixed equipment or facilities, as au-
thorized by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of 
land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 2268a, 
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
MARKETING SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, $222,887,000, of which 
$6,000,000 shall be available for the purposes 
of section 12306 of Public Law 113–79, and of 
which $1,000,000 shall be available for the 
purposes of section 779 of division A of Public 
Law 117–103: Provided, That of the amounts 
made available under this heading, 
$12,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be to carry out section 12513 of 
Public Law 115–334, of which $11,250,000 shall 
be for dairy business innovation initiatives 
established in Public Law 116–6 and the Sec-
retary shall take measures to ensure an 
equal distribution of funds between these 
three regional innovation initiatives: Pro-
vided further, That this appropriation shall 
be available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) 
for the alteration and repair of buildings and 
improvements, but the cost of altering any 
one building during the fiscal year shall not 
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement 
value of the building. 

Fees may be collected for the cost of stand-
ardization activities, as established by regu-
lation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701), ex-
cept for the cost of activities relating to the 
development or maintenance of grain stand-
ards under the United States Grain Stand-
ards Act, 7 U.S.C. 71 et seq. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
Not to exceed $62,596,000 (from fees col-

lected) shall be obligated during the current 
fiscal year for administrative expenses: Pro-
vided, That if crop size is understated and/or 
other uncontrollable events occur, the agen-
cy may exceed this limitation by up to 10 
percent with notification to the Committees 

on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress. 

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME, 
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Funds available under section 32 of the Act 
of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be 
used only for commodity program expenses 
as authorized therein, and other related op-
erating expenses, except for: (1) transfers to 
the Department of Commerce as authorized 
by the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 
742a et seq.); (2) transfers otherwise provided 
in this Act; and (3) not more than $21,501,000 
for formulation and administration of mar-
keting agreements and orders pursuant to 
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act 
of 1937 and the Agricultural Act of 1961 (Pub-
lic Law 87–128). 

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS 

For payments to departments of agri-
culture, bureaus and departments of mar-
kets, and similar agencies for marketing ac-
tivities under section 204(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)), 
$1,000,000. 

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING 
SERVICES EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current 
fiscal year for inspection and weighing serv-
ices: Provided, That if grain export activities 
require additional supervision and oversight, 
or other uncontrollable factors occur, this 
limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 per-
cent with notification to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD 
SAFETY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $1,117,000: 
Provided, That funds made available by this 
Act to an agency in the Food Safety mission 
area for salaries and expenses are available 
to fund up to one administrative support 
staff for the Office. 

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE 

For necessary expenses to carry out serv-
ices authorized by the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act, the Poultry Products Inspection 
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act, 
including not to exceed $10,000 for represen-
tation allowances and for expenses pursuant 
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3, 
1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $1,190,009,000; and in addi-
tion, $1,000,000 may be credited to this ac-
count from fees collected for the cost of lab-
oratory accreditation as authorized by sec-
tion 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Pro-
vided, That funds provided for the Public 
Health Data Communication Infrastructure 
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than 
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be 
employed during fiscal year 2024 for purposes 
dedicated solely to inspections and enforce-
ment related to the Humane Methods of 
Slaughter Act (7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided 
further, That the Food Safety and Inspection 
Service shall continue implementation of 
section 11016 of Public Law 110–246 as further 
clarified by the amendments made in section 
12106 of Public Law 113–79: Provided further, 
That this appropriation shall be available 
pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alter-
ation and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but the cost of altering any one 
building during the fiscal year shall not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the current replacement 
value of the building. 

TITLE II 
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 

PROGRAMS 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM 

PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation, $1,527,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to an agency in 
the Farm Production and Conservation mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the Office. 

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 
BUSINESS CENTER 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation Business Center, 
$244,183,000, of which $1,000,000 shall be for 
the implementation of section 773 of Public 
Law 117–328: Provided, That $60,228,000 of 
amounts appropriated for the current fiscal 
year pursuant to section 1241(a) of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3841(a)) shall be transferred to and 
merged with this account. 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Farm Serv-

ice Agency, $1,209,307,000, of which not less 
than $15,000,000 shall be for the hiring of new 
employees to fill vacancies and anticipated 
vacancies at Farm Service Agency county 
offices and farm loan officers and shall be 
available until September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That the agency shall submit a report by the 
end of the fourth quarter of fiscal year 2024 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress that identifies for each 
project/investment that is operational (a) 
current performance against key indicators 
of customer satisfaction, (b) current per-
formance of service level agreements or 
other technical metrics, (c) current perform-
ance against a pre-established cost baseline, 
(d) a detailed breakdown of current and 
planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of 
whether the investment continues to meet 
business needs as intended as well as alter-
natives to the investment: Provided further, 
That the Secretary is authorized to use the 
services, facilities, and authorities (but not 
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to make program payments for all pro-
grams administered by the Agency: Provided 
further, That other funds made available to 
the Agency for authorized activities may be 
advanced to and merged with this account: 
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, $696,594,000 shall 
be made available to county offices, to re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding the preceding 
proviso, any funds made available to county 
offices in the current fiscal year that the Ad-
ministrator of the Farm Service Agency 
deems to exceed or not meet the amount 
needed for the county offices may be trans-
ferred to or from the Farm Service Agency 
for necessary expenses: Provided further, That 
none of the funds available to the Farm 
Service Agency shall be used to close Farm 
Service Agency county offices: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds available to the 
Farm Service Agency shall be used to perma-
nently relocate county based employees that 
would result in an office with two or fewer 
employees without prior notification and ap-
proval of the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress. 

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS 
For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the 

Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended 
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(7 U.S.C. 5101–5106), $6,500,000: Provided, That 
the Secretary of Agriculture may determine 
that United States territories and Federally 
recognized Indian tribes are ‘‘States’’ for the 
purposes of Subtitle A of such Act. 

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out well-
head or groundwater protection activities 
under section 1240O of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–2), $7,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses involved in making 
indemnity payments to dairy farmers and 
manufacturers of dairy products under a 
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may 
be necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such program is car-
ried out by the Secretary in the same man-
ner as the dairy indemnity program de-
scribed in the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 
(Public Law 106–387, 114 Stat. 1549A–12). 

GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS 
AND RANCHERS 

For necessary expenses to carry out direct 
reimbursement payments to geographically 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers under 
section 1621 of the Food Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8792), $3,500,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal 

amount of direct and guaranteed farm own-
ership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7 
U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7 
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisi-
tion loans (25 U.S.C. 5136), boll weevil loans 
(7 U.S.C. 1989), guaranteed conservation 
loans (7 U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), relending pro-
gram (7 U.S.C. 1936c), and Indian highly 
fractionated land loans (25 U.S.C. 5136) to be 
available from funds in the Agricultural 
Credit Insurance Fund, as follows: 
$3,500,000,000 for guaranteed farm ownership 
loans and $3,100,000,000 for farm ownership di-
rect loans; $2,118,491,000 for unsubsidized 
guaranteed operating loans and $1,633,000,000 
for direct operating loans; emergency loans, 
$37,667,000; Indian tribe land acquisition 
loans, $20,000,000; guaranteed conservation 
loans, $150,000,000; relending program, 
$61,426,000; Indian highly fractionated land 
loans, $5,000,000; and for boll weevil eradi-
cation program loans, $60,000,000: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall deem the pink 
bollworm to be a boll weevil for the purpose 
of boll weevil eradication program loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans 
and grants, including the cost of modifying 
loans as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows: 
$3,507,000 for emergency loans, to remain 
available until expended; and $27,598,000 for 
direct farm operating loans, $1,483,000 for un-
subsidized guaranteed farm operating loans, 
$19,368,000 for the relending program, 
$1,577,000 for Indian highly fractionated land 
loans, and $258,000 for boll weevil eradication 
program loans. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $326,053,000: Provided, 
That of this amount, $305,803,000 shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Farm Service Agency, Salaries 
and Expenses’’. 

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Ag-
ricultural Credit Insurance Program Ac-
count for farm ownership, operating and con-

servation direct loans and guaranteed loans 
may be transferred among these programs: 
Provided, That the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress are notified 
at least 15 days in advance of any transfer. 

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Risk Man-
agement Agency, $65,637,000: Provided, That 
$1,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading in this Act shall be available for 
compliance and integrity activities required 
under section 516(b)(2)(C) of the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1516(b)(2)(C)), 
and shall be in addition to amounts other-
wise provided for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $1,000 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation 
expenses, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(i). 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

CONSERVATION OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses for carrying out 

the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16 
U.S.C. 590a–f), including preparation of con-
servation plans and establishment of meas-
ures to conserve soil and water (including 
farm irrigation and land drainage and such 
special measures for soil and water manage-
ment as may be necessary to prevent floods 
and the siltation of reservoirs and to control 
agricultural related pollutants); operation of 
conservation plant materials centers; classi-
fication and mapping of soil; dissemination 
of information; acquisition of lands, water, 
and interests therein for use in the plant ma-
terials program by donation, exchange, or 
purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100 
pursuant to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7 
U.S.C. 2268a); purchase and erection or alter-
ation or improvement of permanent and tem-
porary buildings; and operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft, $914,899,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, of which 
$19,144,913 shall be for the purposes, and in 
the amounts, specified for this account in 
the table titled ‘‘Community Project Fund-
ing/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act): Provided, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available pursu-
ant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for construction and im-
provement of buildings and public improve-
ments at plant materials centers, except 
that the cost of alterations and improve-
ments to other buildings and other public 
improvements shall not exceed $250,000: Pro-
vided further, That when buildings or other 
structures are erected on non-Federal land, 
that the right to use such land is obtained as 
provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a: Provided further, 
That of the total amount available under 
this heading, $7,000,000 shall be for necessary 
expenses to carry out the Urban Agriculture 
and Innovative Production Program under 
section 222 of subtitle A of title II of the De-
partment of Agriculture Reorganization Act 
of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6923), as amended by section 
12302 of Public Law 115–334. 

WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION 
OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses to carry out pre-
ventive measures, including but not limited 
to surveys and investigations, engineering 
operations, works of improvement, and 
changes in use of land, in accordance with 
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1001–1005 and 1007–1009) 
and in accordance with the provisions of 
laws relating to the activities of the Depart-
ment, $35,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which $20,350,000 shall be for the 
purposes, and in the amounts, specified for 
this account in the table titled ‘‘Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending’’ in the explanatory statement de-

scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Pro-
vided, That for funds provided by this Act or 
any other prior Act, the limitation regarding 
the size of the watershed or subwatershed ex-
ceeding two hundred and fifty thousand 
acres in which such activities can be under-
taken shall only apply for activities under-
taken for the primary purpose of flood pre-
vention (including structural and land treat-
ment measures): Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$14,650,000 shall be allocated to multi-benefit 
irrigation modernization projects and activi-
ties that increase fish or wildlife habitat, re-
duce drought impact, improve water quality 
or instream flow, or provide off-channel re-
newable energy production. 

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

Under the authorities of section 14 of the 
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention 
Act, $1,000,000 is provided. 

CORPORATIONS 

The following corporations and agencies 
are hereby authorized to make expenditures, 
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available to each such corporation or 
agency and in accord with law, and to make 
contracts and commitments without regard 
to fiscal year limitations as provided by sec-
tion 104 of the Government Corporation Con-
trol Act as may be necessary in carrying out 
the programs set forth in the budget for the 
current fiscal year for such corporation or 
agency, except as hereinafter provided. 

FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND 

For payments as authorized by section 516 
of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 
1516), such sums as may be necessary, to re-
main available until expended. 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For the current fiscal year, such sums as 
may be necessary to reimburse the Com-
modity Credit Corporation for net realized 
losses sustained, but not previously reim-
bursed, pursuant to section 2 of the Act of 
August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 713a–11): Provided, 
That of the funds available to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation under section 11 
of the Commodity Credit Corporation Char-
ter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its 
business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and 
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for 
information resource management activities 
of the Foreign Agricultural Service that are 
not related to Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion business: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House and Senate in writ-
ing 15 days prior to the obligation or com-
mitment of any emergency funds from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation: Provided fur-
ther, That such written notification shall in-
clude a detailed spend plan for the antici-
pated uses of such funds and an expected 
timeline for program execution if such obli-
gation or commitment exceeds $100,000,000. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 

(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES) 

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation shall not expend more 
than $15,000,000 for site investigation and 
cleanup expenses, and operations and main-
tenance expenses to comply with the require-
ment of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section 
6001 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 
U.S.C. 6961). 
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TITLE III 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Rural Development, 
$1,620,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Rural 
Development mission area for salaries and 
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for carrying out 

the administration and implementation of 
Rural Development programs, including ac-
tivities with institutions concerning the de-
velopment and operation of agricultural co-
operatives; and for cooperative agreements; 
$351,087,000: Provided, That of the amount 
made available under this heading, up to 
$1,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, shall be for the Rural Part-
ners Network activities of the Department of 
Agriculture, and may be transferred to other 
agencies of the Department for such purpose, 
consistent with the missions and authorities 
of such agencies: Provided further, That of 
the amount made available under this head-
ing, no less than $75,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be used for infor-
mation technology expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds appropriated under this 
heading may be used for advertising and pro-
motional activities that support Rural De-
velopment programs: Provided further, That 
in addition to any other funds appropriated 
for purposes authorized by section 502(i) of 
the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(i)), 
any amounts collected under such section, as 
amended by this Act, will immediately be 
credited to this account and will remain 
available until expended for such purposes. 

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by title V of the Housing Act of 
1949, to be available from funds in the rural 
housing insurance fund, as follows: 
$880,000,000 shall be for section 502 direct 
loans; $5,000,000 shall be for a Single Family 
Housing Relending demonstration program 
for Native American Tribes; and 
$25,000,000,000, which shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025 shall be for section 
502 unsubsidized guaranteed loans; $25,000,000 
for section 504 housing repair loans; 
$60,000,000 for section 515 rental housing; 
$400,000,000 for section 538 guaranteed multi- 
family housing loans; $10,000,000 for credit 
sales of single family housing acquired prop-
erty; $5,000,000 for section 523 self-help hous-
ing land development loans; and $5,000,000 for 
section 524 site development loans. 

For the cost of direct and guaranteed 
loans, including the cost of modifying loans, 
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, as follows: section 502 
loans, $84,480,000 shall be for direct loans; 
Single Family Housing Relending dem-
onstration program for Native American 
Tribes, $2,288,000; section 504 housing repair 
loans, $4,338,000; section 523 self-help housing 
land development loans, $637,000; section 524 
site development loans, $477,000; and repair, 
rehabilitation, and new construction of sec-
tion 515 rental housing, $20,988,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That to 
support the loan program level for section 
538 guaranteed loans made available under 

this heading the Secretary may charge or ad-
just any fees to cover the projected cost of 
such loan guarantees pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 
U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the interest on such 
loans may not be subsidized: Provided further, 
That applicants in communities that have a 
current rural area waiver under section 541 
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q) 
shall be treated as living in a rural area for 
purposes of section 502 guaranteed loans pro-
vided under this heading: Provided further, 
That of the amounts available under this 
paragraph for section 502 direct loans, no less 
than $5,000,000 shall be available for direct 
loans for individuals whose homes will be 
built pursuant to a program funded with a 
mutual and self-help housing grant author-
ized by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949 
until June 1, 2024: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall implement provisions to pro-
vide incentives to nonprofit organizations 
and public housing authorities to facilitate 
the acquisition of Rural Housing Service 
(RHS) multifamily housing properties by 
such nonprofit organizations and public 
housing authorities that commit to keep 
such properties in the RHS multifamily 
housing program for a period of time as de-
termined by the Secretary, with such incen-
tives to include, but not be limited to, the 
following: allow such nonprofit entities and 
public housing authorities to earn a Return 
on Investment on their own resources to in-
clude proceeds from low income housing tax 
credit syndication, own contributions, 
grants, and developer loans at favorable 
rates and terms, invested in a deal; and allow 
reimbursement of organizational costs asso-
ciated with owner’s oversight of asset re-
ferred to as ‘‘Asset Management Fee’’ of up 
to $7,500 per property. 

In addition, for the cost of direct loans and 
grants, including the cost of modifying 
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, $34,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, for a dem-
onstration program for the preservation and 
revitalization of the sections 514, 515, and 516 
multi-family rental housing properties to re-
structure existing USDA multi-family hous-
ing loans, as the Secretary deems appro-
priate, expressly for the purposes of ensuring 
the project has sufficient resources to pre-
serve the project for the purpose of providing 
safe and affordable housing for low-income 
residents and farm laborers including reduc-
ing or eliminating interest; deferring loan 
payments, subordinating, reducing or re-am-
ortizing loan debt; and other financial assist-
ance including advances, payments and in-
centives (including the ability of owners to 
obtain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary: Provided, That the 
Secretary shall, as part of the preservation 
and revitalization agreement, obtain a re-
strictive use agreement consistent with the 
terms of the restructuring. 

In addition, for the cost of direct loans, 
grants, and contracts, as authorized by sec-
tions 514 and 516 of the Housing Act of 1949 
(42 U.S.C. 1484, 1486), $12,722,000, to remain 
available until expended, for direct farm 
labor housing loans and domestic farm labor 
housing grants and contracts. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be 
paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural Devel-
opment, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For rental assistance agreements entered 

into or renewed pursuant to the authority 
under section 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of 
1949 or agreements entered into in lieu of 
debt forgiveness or payments for eligible 
households as authorized by section 

502(c)(5)(D) of the Housing Act of 1949, 
$1,608,000,000, and in addition such sums as 
may be necessary, as authorized by section 
521(c) of the Act, to liquidate debt incurred 
prior to fiscal year 1992 to carry out the rent-
al assistance program under section 521(a)(2) 
of the Act: Provided, That amounts made 
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for renewal of rental assistance agree-
ments for a maximum of 1,000 units where 
the Secretary determines that a maturing 
loan for a project cannot reasonably be re-
structured with another USDA loan or modi-
fication and the project was operating with 
rental assistance under section 521 of the 
Housing Act of 1949: Provided further, That 
the Secretary may enter into rental assist-
ance contracts in maturing properties with 
existing rental assistance agreements not-
withstanding any provision of section 521 of 
the Housing Act of 1949, for a term of at least 
10 years but not more than 20 years: Provided 
further, That any agreement to enter into a 
rental assistance contract under section 521 
of the Housing Act of 1949 for a maturing 
property shall obligate the owner to con-
tinue to maintain the project as decent, safe, 
and sanitary housing and to operate the de-
velopment in accordance with the Housing 
Act of 1949, except that rents shall be based 
on current Fair Market Rents as established 
by the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart A, 
42 U.S.C. 1437f and 3535d, to determine the 
maximum initial rent and adjusted annually 
by the Operating Cost Adjustment Factor 
pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart B, unless the 
Agency determines that the project’s budget- 
based needs require a higher rent, in which 
case the Agency may approve a budget-based 
rent level: Provided further, That rental as-
sistance agreements entered into or renewed 
during the current fiscal year shall be funded 
for a one year period: Provided further, That 
upon request by an owner under section 514 
or 515 of the Act, the Secretary may renew 
the rental assistance agreement for a period 
of 20 years or until the term of such loan has 
expired, subject to annual appropriations: 
Provided further, That any unexpended bal-
ances remaining at the end of such one-year 
agreements may be transferred and used for 
purposes of any debt reduction, mainte-
nance, repair, or rehabilitation of any exist-
ing projects; preservation; and rental assist-
ance activities authorized under title V of 
the Act: Provided further, That rental assist-
ance provided under agreements entered into 
prior to fiscal year 2024 for a farm labor 
multi-family housing project financed under 
section 514 or 516 of the Act may not be re-
captured for use in another project until 
such assistance has remained unused for a 
period of twelve consecutive months, if such 
project has a waiting list of tenants seeking 
such assistance or the project has rental as-
sistance eligible tenants who are not receiv-
ing such assistance: Provided further, That 
such recaptured rental assistance shall, to 
the extent practicable, be applied to another 
farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act: 
Provided further, That except as provided in 
the eighth proviso under this heading and 
notwithstanding any other provision of the 
Act, the Secretary may recapture rental as-
sistance provided under agreements entered 
into prior to fiscal year 2024 for a project 
that the Secretary determines no longer 
needs rental assistance and use such recap-
tured funds for current needs. 

RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER ACCOUNT 
For the rural housing voucher program as 

authorized under section 542 of the Housing 
Act of 1949, but notwithstanding subsection 
(b) of such section, $48,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1121 March 5, 2024 
funds made available under this heading 
shall be available for rural housing vouchers 
to any low-income household (including 
those not receiving rental assistance) resid-
ing in a property financed with a section 515 
loan which has been prepaid or otherwise 
paid off after September 30, 2005: Provided 
further, That the amount of such voucher 
shall be the difference between comparable 
market rent for the section 515 unit and the 
tenant paid rent for such unit: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available for such 
vouchers shall be subject to the availability 
of annual appropriations: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall, to the maximum 
extent practicable, administer such vouchers 
with current regulations and administrative 
guidance applicable to section 8 housing 
vouchers administered by the Secretary of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment: Provided further, That in addition to 
any other available funds, the Secretary may 
expend not more than $1,000,000 total, from 
the program funds made available under this 
heading, for administrative expenses for ac-
tivities funded under this heading. 

MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS 
For grants and contracts pursuant to sec-

tion 523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1490c), $25,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For grants for very low-income housing re-

pair and rural housing preservation made by 
the Rural Housing Service, as authorized by 
42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $35,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For gross obligations for the principal 

amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act, $2,800,000,000 for di-
rect loans and $650,000,000 for guaranteed 
loans. 

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural 
community facilities programs as authorized 
by section 306 and described in section 
381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act, $18,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be available for a 
Rural Community Development Initiative: 
Provided further, That such funds shall be 
used solely to develop the capacity and abil-
ity of private, nonprofit community-based 
housing and community development organi-
zations, low-income rural communities, and 
Federally Recognized Native American 
Tribes to undertake projects to improve 
housing, community facilities, community 
and economic development projects in rural 
areas: Provided further, That such funds shall 
be made available to qualified private, non-
profit and public intermediary organizations 
proposing to carry out a program of financial 
and technical assistance: Provided further, 
That such intermediary organizations shall 
provide matching funds from other sources, 
including Federal funds for related activi-
ties, in an amount not less than funds pro-
vided: Provided further, That any unobligated 
balances from prior year appropriations 
under this heading for the cost of direct 
loans, loan guarantees and grants, including 
amounts deobligated or cancelled, may be 
made available to cover the subsidy costs for 
direct loans and or loan guarantees under 
this heading in this fiscal year: Provided fur-
ther, That no amounts may be made avail-

able pursuant to the preceding proviso from 
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, or that were specified in 
the tables titled ‘‘Community Project Fund-
ing/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ in 
the explanatory statements for division A of 
Public Law 117–103 and division A of Public 
Law 117–328 as described in section 4 in the 
matter preceding each such division A: Pro-
vided further, That $8,000,000 of the amount 
appropriated under this heading shall be 
available for community facilities grants to 
tribal colleges, as authorized by section 
306(a)(19) of such Act: Provided further, That 
sections 381E–H and 381N of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act are not 
applicable to the funds made available under 
this heading: Provided further, That in addi-
tion to any other available funds, the Sec-
retary may expend not more than $1,000,000 
total, from the program funds made avail-
able under this heading, for administrative 
expenses for activities funded under this 
heading. 

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE 
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants, 
for the rural business development programs 
authorized by section 310B and described in 
subsections (a), (c), (f) and (g) of section 310B 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $66,615,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That of the amount 
appropriated under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $500,000 shall be made available for one 
grant to a qualified national organization to 
provide technical assistance for rural trans-
portation in order to promote economic de-
velopment and $8,000,000 shall be for grants 
to the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C. 
2009aa et seq.), the Northern Border Regional 
Commission (40 U.S.C. 15101 et seq.), the 
Southwest Border Regional Commission (40 
U.S.C. 15301 et seq.), and the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission (40 U.S.C. 14101 et seq.) 
for any Rural Community Advancement Pro-
gram purpose as described in section 381E(d) 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, of which not more than 5 percent 
may be used for administrative expenses: 
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, not to exceed 
$100,000 shall be made available for one or 
more qualified state technology council to 
promote private-sector economic develop-
ment in the bio-sciences: Provided further, 
That $4,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for business 
grants to benefit Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes, including $250,000 for a 
grant to a qualified national organization to 
provide technical assistance for rural trans-
portation in order to promote economic de-
velopment: Provided further, That sections 
381E–H and 381N of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act are not applica-
ble to funds made available under this head-
ing. 

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the principal amount of direct loans, 

as authorized by the Intermediary Relending 
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), 
$10,000,000. 

For the cost of direct loans, $3,035,000, as 
authorized by the Intermediary Relending 
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of 
which $573,000 shall be available through 
June 30, 2024, for Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes; and of which $1,147,000 
shall be available through June 30, 2024, for 
Mississippi Delta Region counties (as deter-

mined in accordance with Public Law 100– 
460): Provided, That such costs, including the 
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000 
shall be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural 
Development, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the principal amount of direct loans, 
as authorized under section 313B(a) of the 
Rural Electrification Act, for the purpose of 
promoting rural economic development and 
job creation projects, $50,000,000. 

The cost of grants authorized under sec-
tion 313B(a) of the Rural Electrification Act, 
for the purpose of promoting rural economic 
development and job creation projects shall 
not exceed $10,000,000. 

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
For rural cooperative development grants 

authorized under section 310B(e) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1932), $24,600,000, of which $2,800,000 
shall be for cooperative agreements for the 
appropriate technology transfer for rural 
areas program: Provided, That not to exceed 
$3,000,000 shall be for grants for cooperative 
development centers, individual coopera-
tives, or groups of cooperatives that serve 
socially disadvantaged groups and a major-
ity of the boards of directors or governing 
boards of which are comprised of individuals 
who are members of socially disadvantaged 
groups; and of which $13,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be for value- 
added agricultural product market develop-
ment grants, as authorized by section 210A of 
the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, of 
which $1,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for Agriculture Innovation 
Centers authorized pursuant to section 6402 
of Public Law 107–171. 

RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

For the principal amount of direct loans as 
authorized by section 379E of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 2008s), $20,000,000. 

For the cost of loans and grants, $5,000,000 
under the same terms and conditions as au-
thorized by section 379E of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
2008s). 

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
For the principal amount of loan guaran-

tees, under the same terms and conditions as 
authorized by section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107), $50,000,000. 

HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE 
For the cost of loans and grants that is 

consistent with section 243 of subtitle D of 
title II of the Department of Agriculture Re-
organization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6953), as 
added by section 4206 of the Agricultural Act 
of 2014, for necessary expenses of the Sec-
retary to support projects that provide ac-
cess to healthy food in underserved areas, to 
create and preserve quality jobs, and to revi-
talize low-income communities, $500,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such costs of loans, including the cost 
of modifying such loans, shall be as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974. 

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE 
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1122 March 5, 2024 
Rural Development Act, as follows: 
$860,000,000 for direct loans; and $50,000,000 for 
guaranteed loans. 

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural 
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid 
waste management programs authorized by 
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B 
and described in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D, 
306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, $595,972,000, to 
remain available until expended, of which up 
to $117,484,737 shall be for the purposes, and 
in the amounts, specified for this account in 
the table titled ‘‘Community Project Fund-
ing/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act), of which not to ex-
ceed $1,000,000 shall be available for the rural 
utilities program described in section 
306(a)(2)(B) of such Act: Provided, That not to 
exceed $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be available for the 
rural utilities program described in section 
306E of such Act: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $10,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for grants 
authorized by section 306A(i)(2) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
in addition to funding authorized by section 
306A(i)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That 
$65,000,000 of the amount appropriated under 
this heading shall be for loans and grants in-
cluding water and waste disposal systems 
grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B) 
and section 306D of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, and Federally 
Recognized Native American Tribes author-
ized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act, and the De-
partment of Hawaiian Home Lands (of the 
State of Hawaii): Provided further, That fund-
ing provided for section 306D of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act may 
be provided to a consortium formed pursuant 
to section 325 of Public Law 105–83: Provided 
further, That not more than 2 percent of the 
funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
may be used by the State of Alaska for train-
ing and technical assistance programs and 
not more than 2 percent of the funding pro-
vided for section 306D of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act may be 
used by a consortium formed pursuant to 
section 325 of Public Law 105–83 for training 
and technical assistance programs: Provided 
further, That not to exceed $35,000,000 of the 
amount appropriated under this heading 
shall be for technical assistance grants for 
rural water and waste systems pursuant to 
section 306(a)(14) of such Act, unless the Sec-
retary makes a determination of extreme 
need, of which $8,500,000 shall be made avail-
able for a grant to a qualified nonprofit 
multi-State regional technical assistance or-
ganization, with experience in working with 
small communities on water and waste water 
problems, the principal purpose of such grant 
shall be to assist rural communities with 
populations of 3,300 or less, in improving the 
planning, financing, development, operation, 
and management of water and waste water 
systems, and of which not less than $800,000 
shall be for a qualified national Native 
American organization to provide technical 
assistance for rural water systems for tribal 
communities: Provided further, That not to 
exceed $21,817,000 of the amount appropriated 
under this heading shall be for contracting 
with qualified national organizations for a 
circuit rider program to provide technical 
assistance for rural water systems: Provided 
further, That not to exceed $4,000,000 of the 
amounts made available under this heading 
shall be for solid waste management grants: 

Provided further, That not to exceed $2,695,000 
of the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing shall be available as the Secretary deems 
appropriate for water and waste direct one 
percent loans for distressed communities: 
Provided further, That if the Secretary deter-
mines that any portion of the amount made 
available for one percent loans is not needed 
for such loans, the Secretary may use such 
amounts for grants authorized by section 
306(a)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act: Provided further, That if 
any funds made available for the direct loan 
subsidy costs remain unobligated after July 
31, 2024, such unobligated balances may be 
used for grant programs funded under this 
heading: Provided further, That $8,000,000 of 
the amount appropriated under this heading 
shall be transferred to, and merged with, the 
Rural Utilities Service, High Energy Cost 
Grants Account to provide grants authorized 
under section 19 of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a): Provided further, 
That sections 381E–H and 381N of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
are not applicable to the funds made avail-
able under this heading. 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The principal amount of loans and loan 
guarantees as authorized by sections 4, 305, 
306, 313A, and 317 of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 904, 935, 936, 940c–1, and 
940g) shall be made as follows: guaranteed 
rural electric loans made pursuant to section 
306 of that Act, $2,167,000,000; cost of money 
direct loans made pursuant to sections 4, 
notwithstanding the one-eighth of one per-
cent in 4(c)(2), and 317, notwithstanding 
317(c), of that Act, $4,333,000,000; guaranteed 
underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A 
of that Act, $900,000,000; and for cost-of- 
money rural telecommunications loans made 
pursuant to section 305(d)(2) of that Act, 
$550,000,000: Provided, That up to $2,000,000,000 
shall be used for the construction, acquisi-
tion, design, engineering or improvement of 
fossil-fueled electric generating plants 
(whether new or existing) that utilize carbon 
subsurface utilization and storage systems. 

For the cost of direct loans as authorized 
by section 305(d)(2) of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935(d)(2)), including 
the cost of modifying loans, as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974, cost of money rural telecommuni-
cations loans, $5,720,000. 

In addition, $3,578,000 to remain available 
until expended, to carry out section 6407 of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That 
the energy efficiency measures supported by 
the funding in this paragraph shall con-
tribute in a demonstrable way to the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gases. 

In addition, for administrative expenses 
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall 
be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural De-
velopment, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND 
BROADBAND PROGRAM 

For grants for telemedicine and distance 
learning services in rural areas, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $49,574,000, to 
remain available until expended, of which up 
to $9,573,570 shall be for the purposes, and in 
the amounts, specified for this account in 
the table titled ‘‘Community Project Fund-
ing/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act): Provided, That 
$3,000,000 shall be made available for grants 
authorized by section 379G of the Consoli-

dated Farm and Rural Development Act: Pro-
vided further, That funding provided under 
this heading for grants under section 379G of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act may only be provided to entities 
that meet all of the eligibility criteria for a 
consortium as established by this section. 

For the cost to continue a broadband loan 
and grant pilot program established by sec-
tion 779 of division A of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115–141) 
under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), $100,385,000, 
to remain available until expended, of which 
up to $10,385,000 shall be for the purposes, and 
in the amounts, specified for this account in 
the table titled ‘‘Community Project Fund-
ing/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act): Provided, That the 
Secretary may award grants described in 
section 601(a) of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C. 950bb(a)) for 
the purposes of carrying out such pilot pro-
gram: Provided further, That the cost of di-
rect loans shall be defined in section 502 of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Pro-
vided further, That at least 90 percent of the 
households to be served by a project receiv-
ing a loan or grant under the pilot program 
shall be in a rural area without sufficient ac-
cess to broadband: Provided further, That for 
purposes of such pilot program, a rural area 
without sufficient access to broadband shall 
be defined as twenty-five megabits per sec-
ond downstream and three megabits per sec-
ond upstream: Provided further, That to the 
extent possible, projects receiving funds pro-
vided under the pilot program must build out 
service to at least one hundred megabits per 
second downstream, and twenty megabits 
per second upstream: Provided further, That 
an entity to which a loan or grant is made 
under the pilot program shall not use the 
loan or grant to overbuild or duplicate 
broadband service in a service area by any 
entity that has received a broadband loan 
from the Rural Utilities Service unless such 
service is not provided sufficient access to 
broadband at the minimum service thresh-
old: Provided further, That not more than 
four percent of the funds made available in 
this paragraph can be used for administra-
tive costs to carry out the pilot program and 
up to three percent of funds made available 
in this paragraph may be available for tech-
nical assistance and pre-development plan-
ning activities to support the most rural 
communities: Provided further, That the 
Rural Utilities Service is directed to expe-
dite program delivery methods that would 
implement this paragraph: Provided further, 
That for purposes of this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall adhere to the notice, reporting 
and service area assessment requirements 
set forth in section 701 of the Rural Elec-
trification Act (7 U.S.C. 950cc). 

In addition, $20,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for the Community Connect 
Grant Program authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950bb– 
3. 

TITLE IV 

DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, 
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services, $1,127,000: Provided, That 
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Food, Nutrition and Consumer 
Services mission area for salaries and ex-
penses are available to fund up to one admin-
istrative support staff for the Office. 
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FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE 

CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21, 
and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1771 et seq.), except sections 17 and 21; 
$33,266,226,000, to remain available through 
September 30, 2025, of which such sums as are 
made available under section 14222(b)(1) of 
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–246), as amended by this 
Act, shall be merged with and available for 
the same time period and purposes as pro-
vided herein: Provided, That of the total 
amount available, $18,004,000 shall be avail-
able to carry out section 19 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.): 
Provided further, That of the total amount 
available, $21,005,000 shall be available to 
carry out studies and evaluations and shall 
remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That of the total amount available, 
$5,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended to carry out section 18(g) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1769(g)): Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 18(g)(3)(C) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1769(g)(3)(c)), the total grant amount 
provided to a farm to school grant recipient 
in fiscal year 2024 shall not exceed $500,000: 
Provided further, That of the total amount 
available, $10,000,000 shall be available to 
provide competitive grants to State agencies 
for subgrants to local educational agencies 
and schools to purchase the equipment, with 
a value of greater than $1,000, needed to 
serve healthier meals, improve food safety, 
and to help support the establishment, main-
tenance, or expansion of the school breakfast 
program: Provided further, That of the total 
amount available, $1,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended to carry out activi-
ties authorized under subsections (a)(2) and 
(e)(2) of section 21 of the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769b– 
1(a)(2) and (e)(2)): Provided further, That sec-
tion 26(d) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking 
‘‘2010 through 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2010 
through 2025’’: Provided further, That section 
9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(3)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking 
‘‘For fiscal year 2023’’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2024’’: Provided further, That section 
9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(4)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking 
‘‘For fiscal year 2023’’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2024’’. 

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM 
FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
special supplemental nutrition program as 
authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $7,030,000,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 
2025: Provided, That notwithstanding section 
17(h)(10) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1786(h)(10)), not less than $90,000,000 
shall be used for breastfeeding peer coun-
selors and other related activities, and 
$14,000,000 shall be used for infrastructure: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall use 
funds made available under this heading to 
increase the amount of a cash-value voucher 
for women and children participants to an 
amount recommended by the National Acad-
emies of Science, Engineering and Medicine 
and adjusted for inflation: Provided further, 
That none of the funds provided in this ac-
count shall be available for the purchase of 

infant formula except in accordance with the 
cost containment and competitive bidding 
requirements specified in section 17 of such 
Act: Provided further, That none of the funds 
provided shall be available for activities that 
are not fully reimbursed by other Federal 
Government departments or agencies unless 
authorized by section 17 of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That upon termination of a fed-
erally mandated vendor moratorium and 
subject to terms and conditions established 
by the Secretary, the Secretary may waive 
the requirement at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the 
request of a State agency. 

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 
et seq.), $122,382,521,000, of which 
$3,000,000,000, to remain available through 
September 30, 2026, shall be placed in reserve 
for use only in such amounts and at such 
times as may become necessary to carry out 
program operations: Provided, That funds 
provided herein shall be expended in accord-
ance with section 16 of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008: Provided further, That of the 
funds made available under this heading, 
$998,000 may be used to provide nutrition 
education services to State agencies and 
Federally Recognized Tribes participating in 
the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations: Provided further, That of the 
funds made available under this heading, 
$3,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, shall be used to carry out 
section 4003(b) of Public Law 115–334 relating 
to demonstration projects for tribal organi-
zations: Provided further, That of the funds 
made available under this heading, $3,000,000 
shall be used to carry out section 4208 of 
Public Law 115–334: Provided further, That 
this appropriation shall be subject to any 
work registration or workfare requirements 
as may be required by law: Provided further, 
That funds made available for Employment 
and Training under this heading shall re-
main available through September 30, 2025: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
under this heading for section 28(d)(1), sec-
tion 4(b), and section 27(a) of the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 shall remain available 
through September 30, 2025: Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available under 
this heading may be obligated or expended in 
contravention of section 213A of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A): 
Provided further, That funds made available 
under this heading may be used to enter into 
contracts and employ staff to conduct stud-
ies, evaluations, or to conduct activities re-
lated to program integrity provided that 
such activities are authorized by the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008. 

COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out dis-

aster assistance and the Commodity Supple-
mental Food Program as authorized by sec-
tion 4(a) of the Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection Act of 1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note); 
the Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983; 
special assistance for the nuclear affected is-
lands, as authorized by section 103(f)(2) of the 
Compact of Free Association Amendments 
Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–188); and the 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as au-
thorized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966, $480,070,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That none of these funds shall be available 
to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion for commodities donated to the pro-
gram: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, effective with 
funds made available in fiscal year 2024 to 
support the Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutri-
tion Program, as authorized by section 4402 

of the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002, such funds shall remain available 
through September 30, 2025: Provided further, 
That of the funds made available under sec-
tion 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)), the Secretary may use 
up to 20 percent for costs associated with the 
distribution of commodities. 

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary administrative expenses of 

the Food and Nutrition Service for carrying 
out any domestic nutrition assistance pro-
gram, $177,348,000: Provided, That of the funds 
provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for 
the purposes of section 4404 of Public Law 
107–171, as amended by section 4401 of Public 
Law 110–246. 

TITLE V 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED 

PROGRAMS 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE 

AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agri-
cultural Affairs, $932,000: Provided, That 
funds made available by this Act to any 
agency in the Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs mission area for salaries and 
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office. 

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Codex Alimentarius, $4,922,000, including not 
to exceed $40,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses. 

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Foreign Ag-

ricultural Service, including not to exceed 
$250,000 for representation allowances and for 
expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), 
$227,330,000, of which no more than 6 percent 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2025, for overseas operations to include the 
payment of locally employed staff: Provided, 
That the Service may utilize advances of 
funds, or reimburse this appropriation for ex-
penditures made on behalf of Federal agen-
cies, public and private organizations and in-
stitutions under agreements executed pursu-
ant to the agricultural food production as-
sistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737) and the for-
eign assistance programs of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment: Provided further, That funds made 
available for middle-income country training 
programs, funds made available for the 
Borlaug International Agricultural Science 
and Technology Fellowship program, and up 
to $2,000,000 of the Foreign Agricultural 
Service appropriation solely for the purpose 
of offsetting fluctuations in international 
currency exchange rates, subject to docu-
mentation by the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, shall remain available until expended. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS 
For expenses during the current fiscal 

year, not otherwise recoverable, and unre-
covered prior years’ costs, including interest 
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83–480), for commodities supplied in 
connection with dispositions abroad under 
title II of said Act, $1,619,107,000, to remain 
available until expended. 
MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR 

EDUCATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 
GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

provisions of section 3107 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 1736o–1), $240,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Com-
modity Credit Corporation is authorized to 
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provide the services, facilities, and authori-
ties for the purpose of implementing such 
section, subject to reimbursement from 
amounts provided herein: Provided further, 
That of the amount made available under 
this heading, not more than 10 percent, but 
not less than $24,000,000, shall remain avail-
able until expended to purchase agricultural 
commodities as described in subsection 
3107(a)(2) of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o–1(a)(2)). 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT 
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For administrative expenses to carry out 

the Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export 
Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103, 
$6,063,000, to cover common overhead ex-
penses as permitted by section 11 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act and 
in conformity with the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990, which shall be paid to the 
appropriation for ‘‘Foreign Agricultural 
Service, Salaries and Expenses’’. 

TITLE VI 
RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND 

DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES 
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Food and 
Drug Administration, including hire and pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursu-
ant to Public Law 92–313 for programs and 
activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which are included in this Act; for rent-
al of special purpose space in the District of 
Columbia or elsewhere; in addition to 
amounts appropriated to the FDA Innova-
tion Account, for carrying out the activities 
described in section 1002(b)(4) of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (Public Law 114–255); for mis-
cellaneous and emergency expenses of en-
forcement activities, authorized and ap-
proved by the Secretary and to be accounted 
for solely on the Secretary’s certificate, not 
to exceed $25,000; and notwithstanding sec-
tion 521 of Public Law 107–188; $6,721,782,000: 
Provided, That of the amount provided under 
this heading, $1,422,104,000 shall be derived 
from prescription drug user fees authorized 
by 21 U.S.C. 379h, and shall be credited to 
this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $362,381,000 shall be derived from 
medical device user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 379j, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended; 
$613,538,000 shall be derived from human ge-
neric drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
379j–42, and shall be credited to this account 
and remain available until expended; 
$31,109,000 shall be derived from biosimilar 
biological product user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 379j–52, and shall be credited to this 
account and remain available until ex-
pended; $33,500,000 shall be derived from ani-
mal drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
379j–12, and shall be credited to this account 
and remain available until expended; 
$25,000,000 shall be derived from generic new 
animal drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
379j–21, and shall be credited to this account 
and remain available until expended; 
$712,000,000 shall be derived from tobacco 
product user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
387s, and shall be credited to this account 
and remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That in addition to and not-
withstanding any other provision under this 
heading, amounts collected for prescription 
drug user fees, medical device user fees, 
human generic drug user fees, biosimilar bio-

logical product user fees, animal drug user 
fees, and generic new animal drug user fees 
that exceed the respective fiscal year 2024 
limitations are appropriated and shall be 
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
fees derived from prescription drug, medical 
device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic 
new animal drug assessments for fiscal year 
2024, including any such fees collected prior 
to fiscal year 2024 but credited for fiscal year 
2024, shall be subject to the fiscal year 2024 
limitations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may accept payment during fiscal 
year 2024 of user fees specified under this 
heading and authorized for fiscal year 2025, 
prior to the due date for such fees, and that 
amounts of such fees assessed for fiscal year 
2025 for which the Secretary accepts pay-
ment in fiscal year 2024 shall not be included 
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used 
to develop, establish, or operate any program 
of user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated: (1) $1,185,989,000 shall be for the 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutri-
tion and related field activities in the Office 
of Regulatory Affairs, of which no less than 
$15,000,000 shall be used for inspections of for-
eign seafood manufacturers and field exami-
nations of imported seafood; (2) $2,334,704,000 
shall be for the Center for Drug Evaluation 
and Research and related field activities in 
the Office of Regulatory Affairs, of which no 
less than $10,000,000 shall be for pilots to in-
crease unannounced foreign inspections and 
shall remain available until expended; (3) 
$570,632,000 shall be for the Center for Bio-
logics Evaluation and Research and for re-
lated field activities in the Office of Regu-
latory Affairs; (4) $284,285,000 shall be for the 
Center for Veterinary Medicine and for re-
lated field activities in the Office of Regu-
latory Affairs; (5) $770,697,000 shall be for the 
Center for Devices and Radiological Health 
and for related field activities in the Office 
of Regulatory Affairs; (6) $77,505,000 shall be 
for the National Center for Toxicological Re-
search; (7) $684,324,000 shall be for the Center 
for Tobacco Products and for related field 
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; 
(8) $215,701,000 shall be for Rent and Related 
activities, of which $55,061,000 is for White 
Oak Consolidation, other than the amounts 
paid to the General Services Administration 
for rent; (9) $230,423,000 shall be for payments 
to the General Services Administration for 
rent; and (10) $367,522,000 shall be for other 
activities, including the Office of the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs, the Office of 
Food Policy and Response, the Office of Op-
erations, the Office of the Chief Scientist, 
and central services for these offices: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed $25,000 of 
this amount shall be for official reception 
and representation expenses, not otherwise 
provided for, as determined by the Commis-
sioner: Provided further, That any transfer of 
funds pursuant to, and for the administra-
tion of, section 770(n) of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n)) 
shall only be from amounts made available 
under this heading for other activities and 
shall not exceed $2,000,000: Provided further, 
That of the amounts that are made available 
under this heading for ‘‘other activities’’, 
and that are not derived from user fees, 
$1,500,000 shall be transferred to and merged 
with the appropriation for ‘‘Department of 
Health and Human Services—Office of In-
spector General’’ for oversight of the pro-
grams and operations of the Food and Drug 
Administration and shall be in addition to 
funds otherwise made available for oversight 
of the Food and Drug Administration: Pro-
vided further, That funds may be transferred 

from one specified activity to another with 
the prior approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress. 

In addition, mammography user fees au-
thorized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certifi-
cation user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381, 
priority review user fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, food and feed recall 
fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary 
qualified importer program fees authorized 
by 21 U.S.C. 379j–31, outsourcing facility fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–62, prescription 
drug wholesale distributor licensing and in-
spection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 
353(e)(3), third-party logistics provider li-
censing and inspection fees authorized by 21 
U.S.C. 360eee–3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees 
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), medical 
countermeasure priority review voucher user 
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb–4a, and 
fees relating to over-the-counter monograph 
drugs authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j–72 shall be 
credited to this account, to remain available 
until expended. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

For plans, construction, repair, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, demolition, and 
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities of 
or used by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, where not otherwise provided, 
$5,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

FDA INNOVATION ACCOUNT, CURES ACT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
purposes described under section 1002(b)(4) of 
the 21st Century Cures Act, in addition to 
amounts available for such purposes under 
the heading ‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’, 
$50,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That amounts appropriated 
in this paragraph are appropriated pursuant 
to section 1002(b)(3) of the 21st Century Cures 
Act, are to be derived from amounts trans-
ferred under section 1002(b)(2)(A) of such Act, 
and may be transferred by the Commissioner 
of Food and Drugs to the appropriation for 
‘‘Department of Health and Human Services 
Food and Drug Administration Salaries and 
Expenses’’ solely for the purposes provided in 
such Act: Provided further, That upon a de-
termination by the Commissioner that funds 
transferred pursuant to the previous proviso 
are not necessary for the purposes provided, 
such amounts may be transferred back to 
the account: Provided further, That such 
transfer authority is in addition to any other 
transfer authority provided by law. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of the Commodity Exchange Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), including the purchase 
and hire of passenger motor vehicles, and the 
rental of space (to include multiple year 
leases), in the District of Columbia and else-
where, $365,000,000, including not to exceed 
$3,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, and not to exceed $25,000 for 
the expenses for consultations and meetings 
hosted by the Commission with foreign gov-
ernmental and other regulatory officials, of 
which not less than $80,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2026, and of 
which not less than $4,218,000 shall be for ex-
penses of the Office of the Inspector General: 
Provided, That notwithstanding the limita-
tions in 31 U.S.C. 1553, amounts provided 
under this heading are available for the liq-
uidation of obligations equal to current year 
payments on leases entered into prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That for the purpose of recording and 
liquidating any lease obligations that should 
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have been recorded and liquidated against 
accounts closed pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1552, 
and consistent with the preceding proviso, 
such amounts shall be transferred to and re-
corded in a no-year account in the Treasury, 
which has been established for the sole pur-
pose of recording adjustments for and liqui-
dating such unpaid obligations. 

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

Not to exceed $94,300,000 (from assessments 
collected from farm credit institutions, in-
cluding the Federal Agricultural Mortgage 
Corporation) shall be obligated during the 
current fiscal year for administrative ex-
penses as authorized under 12 U.S.C. 2249: 
Provided, That this limitation shall not 
apply to expenses associated with receiver-
ships: Provided further, That the agency may 
exceed this limitation by up to 10 percent 
with notification to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That the purposes of section 
3.7(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Farm Credit Act of 1971 
(12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(2)(A)(i)), the Farm Credit 
Administration may exempt, an amount in 
its sole discretion, from the application of 
the limitation provided in that clause of ex-
port loans described in the clause guaranteed 
or insured in a manner other than described 
in subclause (II) of the clause. 

TITLE VII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 701. The Secretary may use any appro-
priations made available to the Department 
of Agriculture in this Act to purchase new 
passenger motor vehicles, in addition to spe-
cific appropriations for this purpose, so long 
as the total number of vehicles purchased in 
fiscal year 2024 does not exceed the number 
of vehicles owned or leased in fiscal year 
2018: Provided, That, prior to purchasing ad-
ditional motor vehicles, the Secretary must 
determine that such vehicles are necessary 
for transportation safety, to reduce oper-
ational costs, and for the protection of life, 
property, and public safety: Provided further, 
That the Secretary may not increase the De-
partment of Agriculture’s fleet above the 
2018 level unless the Secretary notifies in 
writing, and receives approval from, the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress within 30 days of the no-
tification. 

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture 
may transfer unobligated balances of discre-
tionary funds appropriated by this Act or 
any other available unobligated discre-
tionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the 
Working Capital Fund for the acquisition of 
property, plant and equipment and for the 
improvement, delivery, and implementation 
of Department financial, and administrative 
information technology services, and other 
support systems necessary for the delivery of 
financial, administrative, and information 
technology services, including cloud adop-
tion and migration, of primary benefit to the 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture, 
such transferred funds to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That none of the 
funds made available by this Act or any 
other Act shall be transferred to the Work-
ing Capital Fund without the prior approval 
of the agency administrator: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds transferred to 
the Working Capital Fund pursuant to this 
section shall be available for obligation 
without written notification to and the prior 
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided 
further, That none of the funds appropriated 

by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to make 
any changes to the Department’s National 
Finance Center without written notification 
to and prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress as 
required by section 716 of this Act: Provided 
further, That none of the funds appropriated 
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to initiate, 
plan, develop, implement, or make any 
changes to remove or relocate any systems, 
missions, personnel, or functions of the of-
fices of the Chief Financial Officer and the 
Chief Information Officer, co-located with or 
from the National Finance Center prior to 
written notification to and prior approval of 
the Committee on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress and in accordance with 
the requirements of section 716 of this Act: 
Provided further, That the National Finance 
Center Information Technology Services Di-
vision personnel and data center manage-
ment responsibilities, and control of any 
functions, missions, and systems for current 
and future human resources management 
and integrated personnel and payroll sys-
tems (PPS) and functions provided by the 
Chief Financial Officer and the Chief Infor-
mation Officer shall remain in the National 
Finance Center and under the management 
responsibility and administrative control of 
the National Finance Center: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture and 
the offices of the Chief Financial Officer 
shall actively market to existing and new 
Departments and other government agencies 
National Finance Center shared services in-
cluding, but not limited to, payroll, financial 
management, and human capital shared 
services and allow the National Finance Cen-
ter to perform technology upgrades: Provided 
further, That of annual income amounts in 
the Working Capital Fund of the Department 
of Agriculture attributable to the amounts 
in excess of the true costs of the shared serv-
ices provided by the National Finance Center 
and budgeted for the National Finance Cen-
ter, the Secretary shall reserve not more 
than 4 percent for the replacement or acqui-
sition of capital equipment, including equip-
ment for the improvement, delivery, and im-
plementation of financial, administrative, 
and information technology services, and 
other systems of the National Finance Cen-
ter or to pay any unforeseen, extraordinary 
cost of the National Finance Center: Provided 
further, That none of the amounts reserved 
shall be available for obligation unless the 
Secretary submits written notification of 
the obligation to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That the limitations on the ob-
ligation of funds pending notification to 
Congressional Committees shall not apply to 
any obligation that, as determined by the 
Secretary, is necessary to respond to a de-
clared state of emergency that significantly 
impacts the operations of the National Fi-
nance Center; or to evacuate employees of 
the National Finance Center to a safe haven 
to continue operations of the National Fi-
nance Center. 

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act 
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost 
rates on cooperative agreements or similar 
arrangements between the United States De-
partment of Agriculture and nonprofit insti-
tutions in excess of 10 percent of the total di-
rect cost of the agreement when the purpose 
of such cooperative arrangements is to carry 
out programs of mutual interest between the 

two parties. This does not preclude appro-
priate payment of indirect costs on grants 
and contracts with such institutions when 
such indirect costs are computed on a simi-
lar basis for all agencies for which appropria-
tions are provided in this Act. 

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department 
of Agriculture for the cost of direct and 
guaranteed loans made available in the cur-
rent fiscal year shall remain available until 
expended to disburse obligations made in the 
current fiscal year for the following ac-
counts: the Rural Development Loan Fund 
program account, the Rural Electrification 
and Telecommunication Loans program ac-
count, and the Rural Housing Insurance 
Fund program account. 

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available 
to the Department of Agriculture by this Act 
may be used to acquire new information 
technology systems or significant upgrades, 
as determined by the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer, without the approval of 
the Chief Information Officer and the con-
currence of the Executive Information Tech-
nology Investment Review Board: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act may be 
transferred to the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer without written notification 
to and the prior approval of the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
section 11319 of title 40, United States Code, 
none of the funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for information tech-
nology shall be obligated for projects, con-
tracts, or other agreements over $25,000 prior 
to receipt of written approval by the Chief 
Information Officer: Provided further, That 
the Chief Information Officer may authorize 
an agency to obligate funds without written 
approval from the Chief Information Officer 
for projects, contracts, or other agreements 
up to $250,000 based upon the performance of 
an agency measured against the performance 
plan requirements described in the explana-
tory statement accompanying Public Law 
113–235. 

SEC. 707. Funds made available under sec-
tion 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year 
shall remain available until expended to dis-
burse obligations made in the current fiscal 
year. 

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any former Rural Utilities Serv-
ice borrower that has repaid or prepaid an 
insured, direct or guaranteed loan under the 
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, or any not- 
for-profit utility that is eligible to receive 
an insured or direct loan under such Act, 
shall be eligible for assistance under section 
313B(a) of such Act in the same manner as a 
borrower under such Act. 

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in 
unobligated balances from appropriations 
made available for salaries and expenses in 
this Act for the Farm Service Agency shall 
remain available through September 30, 2025, 
for information technology expenses. 

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used for first-class travel by the employees 
of agencies funded by this Act in contraven-
tion of sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of 
2014 (Public Law 113–79) or by a successor to 
that Act, other than by title I or subtitle A 
of title III of such Act, or programs for 
which indefinite amounts were provided in 
that Act, that is authorized or required to be 
carried out using funds of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation— 
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(1) such funds shall be available for salaries 

and related administrative expenses, includ-
ing technical assistance, associated with the 
implementation of the program, without re-
gard to the limitation on the total amount 
of allotments and fund transfers contained in 
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i); and 

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose 
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer 
or allotment for purposes of applying the 
limitation on the total amount of allotments 
and fund transfers contained in such section. 

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by 
this Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be 
used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, pan-
els, commissions, and task forces of the De-
partment of Agriculture, except for panels 
used to comply with negotiated rule makings 
and panels used to evaluate competitively 
awarded grants. 

SEC. 713. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 714. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of 
section 14222 of Public Law 110–246 (7 U.S.C. 
612c–6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section 
14222’’), none of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries 
and expenses of personnel to carry out a pro-
gram under section 32 of the Act of August 
24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c; in this section referred 
to as ‘‘section 32’’) in excess of $1,574,028,000 
(exclusive of carryover appropriations from 
prior fiscal years), as follows: Child Nutri-
tion Programs Entitlement Commodities— 
$485,000,000; State Option Contracts— 
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commod-
ities—$1,660,000; Administration of section 32 
Commodity Purchases—$37,178,000: Provided, 
That, of the total funds made available in 
the matter preceding this proviso that re-
main unobligated on October 1, 2024, such un-
obligated balances shall carryover into fiscal 
year 2025 and shall remain available until ex-
pended for any of the purposes of section 32, 
except that any such carryover funds used in 
accordance with clause (3) of section 32 may 
not exceed $350,000,000 and may not be obli-
gated until the Secretary of Agriculture pro-
vides written notification of the expendi-
tures to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress at least two 
weeks in advance: Provided further, That, 
with the exception of any available carry-
over funds authorized in any prior appropria-
tions Act to be used for the purposes of 
clause (3) of section 32, none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by 
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the 
salaries or expenses of any employee of the 
Department of Agriculture to carry out 
clause (3) of section 32. 

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as 
part of the President’s budget submission to 
the Congress for programs under the juris-
diction of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tees on Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a 
reduction from the previous year due to user 
fees proposals that have not been enacted 
into law prior to the submission of the budg-
et unless such budget submission identifies 
which additional spending reductions should 

occur in the event the user fees proposals are 
not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the 
fiscal year 2024 appropriations Act. 

SEC. 716. (a) None of the funds provided by 
this Act, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act 
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in the current fiscal year, or pro-
vided from any accounts in the Treasury de-
rived by the collection of fees available to 
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be 
available for obligation or expenditure 
through a reprogramming, transfer of funds, 
or reimbursements as authorized by the 
Economy Act, or in the case of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through use of the au-
thority provided by section 702(b) of the De-
partment of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 
(7 U.S.C. 2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89– 
106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-

ity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel by any 

means for any project or activity for which 
funds have been denied or restricted; 

(4) relocates an office or employees; 
(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activi-

ties; or 
(6) contracts out or privatizes any func-

tions or activities presently performed by 
Federal employees; 
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission (as the case may be) notifies 
in writing and receives approval from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the reprogramming of such funds or 
the use of such authority. 

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act, 
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts 
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure 
in the current fiscal year, or provided from 
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the 
collection of fees available to the agencies 
funded by this Act, shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure for activities, pro-
grams, or projects through a reprogramming 
or use of the authorities referred to in sub-
section (a) involving funds in excess of 
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less, 
that— 

(1) augments existing programs, projects, 
or activities; 

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any 
existing program, project, or activity, or 
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or 

(3) results from any general savings from a 
reduction in personnel which would result in 
a change in existing programs, activities, or 
projects as approved by Congress; 
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission (as the case may be) notifies 
in writing and receives approval from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in ad-
vance of the reprogramming or transfer of 
such funds or the use of such authority. 

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, or the 
Chairman of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission shall notify in writing and 
receive approval from the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
before implementing any program or activ-
ity not carried out during the previous fiscal 
year unless the program or activity is funded 
by this Act or specifically funded by any 
other Act. 

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act, 
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts 

to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure 
in the current fiscal year, or provided from 
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the 
collection of fees available to the agencies 
funded by this Act, shall be available for— 

(1) modifying major capital investments 
funding levels, including information tech-
nology systems, that involves increasing or 
decreasing funds in the current fiscal year 
for the individual investment in excess of 
$500,000 or 10 percent of the total cost, which-
ever is less; 

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current, 
or vacant positions or agency activities or 
functions to establish a center, office, 
branch, or similar entity with five or more 
personnel; or 

(3) carrying out activities or functions that 
were not described in the budget request; 
unless the agencies funded by this Act no-
tify, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least 
30 days in advance of using the funds for 
these purposes. 

(e) As described in this section, no funds 
may be used for any activities unless the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, or the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission receives from the Committee on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
written or electronic mail confirmation of 
receipt of the notification as required in this 
section. 

SEC. 717. Notwithstanding section 
310B(g)(5) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)), 
the Secretary may assess a one-time fee for 
any guaranteed business and industry loan 
in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent 
of the guaranteed principal portion of the 
loan. 

SEC. 718. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department 
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, or the Farm Credit Administra-
tion shall be used to transmit or otherwise 
make available reports, questions, or re-
sponses to questions that are a result of in-
formation requested for the appropriations 
hearing process to any non-Department of 
Agriculture, non-Department of Health and 
Human Services, non-Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission, or non-Farm Credit 
Administration employee. 

SEC. 719. Unless otherwise authorized by 
existing law, none of the funds provided in 
this Act, may be used by an executive branch 
agency to produce any prepackaged news 
story intended for broadcast or distribution 
in the United States unless the story in-
cludes a clear notification within the text or 
audio of the prepackaged news story that the 
prepackaged news story was prepared or 
funded by that executive branch agency. 

SEC. 720. No employee of the Department of 
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned 
from an agency or office funded by this Act 
or any other Act to any other agency or of-
fice of the Department for more than 60 days 
in a fiscal year unless the individual’s em-
ploying agency or office is fully reimbursed 
by the receiving agency or office for the sal-
ary and expenses of the employee for the pe-
riod of assignment. 

SEC. 721. Not later than 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the 
Food and Drug Administration, the Chair-
man of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, and the Chairman of the Farm 
Credit Administration shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress a detailed spending plan 
by program, project, and activity for all the 
funds made available under this Act includ-
ing appropriated user fees, as defined in the 
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explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

SEC. 722. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to propose, promul-
gate, or implement any rule, or take any 
other action with respect to, allowing or re-
quiring information intended for a pre-
scribing health care professional, in the case 
of a drug or biological product subject to sec-
tion 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)), to be dis-
tributed to such professional electronically 
(in lieu of in paper form) unless and until a 
Federal law is enacted to allow or require 
such distribution. 

SEC. 723. For the purposes of determining 
eligibility or level of program assistance for 
Rural Housing Service programs the Sec-
retary shall not include incarcerated prison 
populations. 

SEC. 724. For loans and loan guarantees 
that do not require budget authority and the 
program level has been established in this 
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may in-
crease the program level for such loans and 
loan guarantees by not more than 25 percent: 
Provided, That prior to the Secretary imple-
menting such an increase, the Secretary no-
tifies, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least 
15 days in advance. 

SEC. 725. None of the credit card refunds or 
rebates transferred to the Working Capital 
Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public 
Law 107–76) shall be available for obligation 
without written notification to, and the 
prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided, That the refunds or rebates so trans-
ferred shall be available for obligation only 
for the acquisition of property, plant and 
equipment, including equipment for the im-
provement, delivery, and implementation of 
Departmental financial management, infor-
mation technology, and other support sys-
tems necessary for the delivery of financial, 
administrative, and information technology 
services, including cloud adoption and mi-
gration, of primary benefit to the agencies of 
the Department of Agriculture. 

SEC. 726. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the ‘‘variety’’ require-
ments of the final rule entitled ‘‘Enhancing 
Retailer Standards in the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP)’’ pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture in 
the Federal Register on December 15, 2016 (81 
Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Secretary of Agri-
culture amends the definition of the term 
‘‘variety’’ as defined in section 
278.1(b)(1)(ii)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal 
Regulations, and ‘‘variety’’ as applied in the 
definition of the term ‘‘staple food’’ as de-
fined in section 271.2 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to increase the number of 
items that qualify as acceptable varieties in 
each staple food category so that the total 
number of such items in each staple food cat-
egory exceeds the number of such items in 
each staple food category included in the 
final rule as published on December 15, 2016: 
Provided, That until the Secretary promul-
gates such regulatory amendments, the Sec-
retary shall apply the requirements regard-
ing acceptable varieties and breadth of stock 
to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram retailers that were in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of the Agri-
cultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–79). 

SEC. 727. In carrying out subsection (h) of 
section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall have the same authority with respect 

to loans guaranteed under such section and 
eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of 
section 538 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p–2) 
with respect to loans guaranteed under such 
section 538 and eligible lenders for such 
loans. 

SEC. 728. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act shall 
be available for the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to propose, finalize or 
implement any regulation that would pro-
mulgate new user fees pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
9701 after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

SEC. 729. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
the Broadband Treasury Rate Loan program, 
authorized in section 601 of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 950bb), 
$7,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided, 
That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 730. Notwithstanding any provision of 
law that regulates the calculation and pay-
ment of overtime and holiday pay for FSIS 
inspectors, the Secretary may charge estab-
lishments subject to the inspection require-
ments of the Poultry Products Inspection 
Act, 21 U.S.C. 451 et seq., the Federal Meat 
Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 601 et seq, and the 
Egg Products Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 1031 
et seq., for the cost of inspection services 
provided outside of an establishment’s ap-
proved inspection shifts, and for inspection 
services provided on Federal holidays: Pro-
vided, That any sums charged pursuant to 
this paragraph shall be deemed as overtime 
pay or holiday pay under section 1001(d) of 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 117–2, 135 Stat. 242): Provided further, 
That sums received by the Secretary under 
this paragraph shall, in addition to other 
available funds, remain available until ex-
pended to the Secretary without further ap-
propriation for the purpose of funding all 
costs associated with FSIS inspections. 

SEC. 731. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture 
shall— 

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evalu-
ates the following factors in the country or 
region being audited, as applicable— 

(A) veterinary control and oversight; 
(B) disease history and vaccination prac-

tices; 
(C) livestock demographics and 

traceability; 
(D) epidemiological separation from poten-

tial sources of infection; 
(E) surveillance practices; 
(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and 
(G) emergency preparedness and response; 

and 
(2) promptly make publicly available the 

final reports of any audits or reviews con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(b) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under its international trade agree-
ments. 

SEC. 732. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
the rural housing voucher program author-
ized by section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949, 
(42 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), as amended, 
$35,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided, 
That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 733. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available 

under the heading ‘‘Rural Cooperative Devel-
opment Grants’’ for Agriculture Innovation 
Centers authorized by section 6402 of the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 (7 U.S.C. 1632b), as amended, $7,000,000 
are hereby rescinded: Provided, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 734. (a)(1) No Federal funds made 
available for this fiscal year for the rural 
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid 
waste management programs authorized by 
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used 
for a project for the construction, alteration, 
maintenance, or repair of a public water or 
wastewater system unless all of the iron and 
steel products used in the project are pro-
duced in the United States. 

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel 
products’’ means the following products 
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and 
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, 
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, 
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, 
and construction materials. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any 
case or category of cases in which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) or the designee 
of the Secretary finds that— 

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest; 

(2) iron and steel products are not produced 
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities or of a satisfactory 
quality; or 

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the 
cost of the overall project by more than 25 
percent. 

(c) If the Secretary or the designee re-
ceives a request for a waiver under this sec-
tion, the Secretary or the designee shall 
make available to the public on an informal 
basis a copy of the request and information 
available to the Secretary or the designee 
concerning the request, and shall allow for 
informal public input on the request for at 
least 15 days prior to making a finding based 
on the request. The Secretary or the des-
ignee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic 
means, including on the official public Inter-
net Web site of the Department. 

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements. 

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25 
percent of the funds appropriated in this Act 
for ‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water 
and Waste Disposal Program Account’’ for 
carrying out the provisions described in sub-
section (a)(1) for management and oversight 
of the requirements of this section. 

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to a project for which the engineering 
plans and specifications include use of iron 
and steel products otherwise prohibited by 
such subsection if the plans and specifica-
tions have received required approvals from 
State agencies prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms 
‘‘United States’’ and ‘‘State’’ shall include 
each of the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and each Federally recognized In-
dian Tribe. 

SEC. 735. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used in any way, directly or 
indirectly, to influence congressional action 
on any legislation or appropriation matters 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1128 March 5, 2024 
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913. 

SEC. 736. Of the total amounts made avail-
able by this Act for direct loans and grants 
under the following headings: ‘‘Rural Hous-
ing Service—Rural Housing Insurance Fund 
Program Account’’; ‘‘Rural Housing Serv-
ice—Mutual and Self-Help Housing Grants’’; 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rural Housing As-
sistance Grants’’; ‘‘Rural Housing Service— 
Rural Community Facilities Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Business Program Account’’; 
‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Service—Rural 
Economic Development Loans Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Cooperative Development 
Grants’’; ‘‘Rural Business-Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance 
Program’’; ‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural 
Water and Waste Disposal Program Ac-
count’’; ‘‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural 
Electrification and Telecommunications 
Loans Program Account’’; and ‘‘Rural Utili-
ties Service—Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’’, to the max-
imum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of 
the funds shall be allocated for assistance in 
persistent poverty counties under this sec-
tion, including, notwithstanding any other 
provision regarding population limits, any 
county seat of such a persistent poverty 
county that has a population that does not 
exceed the authorized population limit by 
more than 10 percent: Provided, That for pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘persistent 
poverty counties’’ means any county that 
has had 20 percent or more of its population 
living in poverty over the past 30 years, as 
measured by the 1990 and 2000 decennial cen-
suses, and 2007–2011 American Community 
Survey 5-year average, or any territory or 
possession of the United States: Provided fur-
ther, That with respect to specific activities 
for which program levels have been made 
available by this Act that are not supported 
by budget authority, the requirements of 
this section shall be applied to such program 
level. 

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to notify a sponsor 
or otherwise acknowledge receipt of a sub-
mission for an exemption for investigational 
use of a drug or biological product under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section 
351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which a 
human embryo is intentionally created or 
modified to include a heritable genetic modi-
fication. Any such submission shall be 
deemed to have not been received by the Sec-
retary, and the exemption may not go into 
effect. 

SEC. 738. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to en-
force the final rule promulgated by the Food 
and Drug Administration entitled ‘‘Stand-
ards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing, 
and Holding of Produce for Human Consump-
tion’’, and published on November 27, 2015, 
with respect to the regulation of entities 
that grow, harvest, pack, or hold wine 
grapes, hops, pulse crops, or almonds. 

SEC. 739. For school years 2023–2024 and 
2024–2025, none of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the matter following the first comma 
in the second sentence of footnote (c) of sec-
tion 220.8(c) of title 7, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, with respect to the substitution of 
vegetables for fruits under the school break-
fast program established under section 4 of 
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 
1773). 

SEC. 740. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act may be used— 

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the 
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940), sub-
title G of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946, or section 10114 of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018; or 

(2) to prohibit the transportation, proc-
essing, sale, or use of hemp, or seeds of such 
plant, that is grown or cultivated in accord-
ance with section 7606 of the Agricultural 
Act of 2014 or subtitle G of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946, within or outside the 
State in which the hemp is grown or cul-
tivated. 

SEC. 741. The Secretary of Agriculture may 
waive the matching funds requirement under 
section 412(g) of the Agricultural Research, 
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 
(7 U.S.C. 7632(g)). 

SEC. 742. The Secretary, as part of the re-
port on foreign landholding required under 
the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (Public Law 95–460), shall report to 
Congress on foreign investments in agricul-
tural land in the United States, including 
the impact foreign ownership has on family 
farms, rural communities, and the domestic 
food supply: Provided, That within 2 years 
after the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall establish a streamlined process 
for electronic submission and retention of 
disclosures made under the Agricultural For-
eign Investment Disclosure Act, including an 
internet database that contains 
disaggregated data from each disclosure sub-
mitted: Provided further,That all prior year 
disclosures of foreign investments in agricul-
tural land in the United States are published 
in the database: Provided further, That the 
plan includes a process to ensure the protec-
tion of personally identifiable information 
and that all disclosures of foreign invest-
ments in agricultural land on the USDA 
website be disaggregated by: (1) in any case 
in which such foreign person is an individual, 
the citizenship of such foreign person; and (2) 
in any case in which such foreign person is 
not an individual or a government, the na-
ture of the legal entity holding the interest, 
the country in which such foreign person is 
created or organized, and the principal place 
of business of such foreign person. 

SEC. 743. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for a pilot program for the Secretary 
to provide grants to qualified non-profit or-
ganizations and public housing authorities 
to provide technical assistance, including fi-
nancial and legal services, to RHS multi- 
family housing borrowers to facilitate the 
acquisition of RHS multi-family housing 
properties in areas where the Secretary de-
termines a risk of loss of affordable housing, 
by non-profit housing organizations and pub-
lic housing authorities as authorized by law 
that commit to keep such properties in the 
RHS multi-family housing program for a pe-
riod of time as determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 744. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available 
under the heading ‘‘Rural Housing Assist-
ance Grants’’ for housing repair grants au-
thorized by section 504 of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1474), as amended, $28,000,000 
are hereby rescinded: Provided, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 745. (a) After the effective date of any 
final rule the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) publishes in connection with its pro-
posed rule to update these requirements (87 
Federal Register 59168, issued on September 
29, 2022), manufacturers may also continue to 
comply with the previous requirements pro-
mulgated by the FDA for the implied nutri-

ent content claim ‘‘healthy’’ through the 
‘‘compliance date’’ FDA provides in the final 
rule. 

(b) Any food product manufactured and la-
beled as ‘‘healthy’’ during the compliance 
period FDA provides in that final rule shall 
not be directly or indirectly subject to any 
state-law requirements that are not iden-
tical to either (i) the Federal requirements 
for the implied nutrition content claim 
‘‘healthy’’ that were in effect as of the date 
FDA issues the final rule, or (ii) the updated 
Federal requirements that FDA promulgates 
in the final rule, assuming the updated re-
quirements go into effect during the regu-
latory compliance period. 

SEC. 746. Funds made available under title 
II of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et 
seq.) may only be used to provide assistance 
to recipient nations if adequate monitoring 
and controls, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, are in place to ensure that emergency 
food aid is received by the intended bene-
ficiaries in areas affected by food shortages 
and not diverted for unauthorized or inap-
propriate purposes. 

SEC. 747. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to procure raw or 
processed poultry products or seafood im-
ported into the United States from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for use in the school 
lunch program under the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et 
seq.), the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram under section 17 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
1766), the Summer Food Service Program for 
Children under section 13 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1761), or the school breakfast program 
under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1771 et seq.). 

SEC. 748. For school year 2024–2025, only a 
school food authority that had a negative 
balance in the nonprofit school food service 
account as of June 30, 2023, shall be required 
to establish a price for paid lunches in ac-
cordance with section 12(p) of the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 
1760(p)). 

SEC. 749. Any funds made available by this 
or any other Act that the Secretary with-
holds pursuant to section 1668(g)(2) of the 
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5921(g)(2)), as amended, 
shall be available for grants for bio-
technology risk assessment research: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary may transfer such 
funds among appropriations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for purposes of making 
such grants. 

SEC. 750. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be used to move 
any staff office or any agency from the mis-
sion area in which it was located on August 
1, 2018, to any other mission area or office 
within the Department in the absence of the 
enactment of specific legislation affirming 
such move. 

SEC. 751. The Secretary, acting through the 
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, may use funds appropriated under 
this Act or any other Act for the Watershed 
and Flood Prevention Operations Program 
and the Watershed Rehabilitation Program 
carried out pursuant to the Watershed Pro-
tection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 
1001 et seq.), and for the Emergency Water-
shed Protection Program carried out pursu-
ant to section 403 of the Agricultural Credit 
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203) to provide tech-
nical services for such programs pursuant to 
section 1252(a)(1) of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3851(a)(1)), notwithstanding 
subsection (c) of such section. 

SEC. 752. In administering the pilot pro-
gram established by section 779 of division A 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 
(Public Law 115–141), the Secretary of Agri-
culture may, for purposes of determining en-
tities eligible to receive assistance, consider 
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those communities which are ‘‘Areas Rural 
in Character’’: Provided, That not more than 
10 percent of the funds made available under 
the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’’ for the pur-
poses of the pilot program established by 
section 779 of Public Law 115–141 may be used 
for this purpose. 

SEC. 753. In addition to amounts otherwise 
made available by this Act and notwith-
standing the last sentence of 16 U.S.C. 1310, 
there is appropriated $2,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, to implement non- 
renewable agreements on eligible lands, in-
cluding flooded agricultural lands, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, under the Water 
Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301–1311). 

SEC. 754. Out of amounts appropriated to 
the Food and Drug Administration under 
title VI, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, acting through the Commissioner 
of Food and Drugs, shall, not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and following the review re-
quired under Executive Order No. 12866 (5 
U.S.C. 601 note; relating to regulatory plan-
ning and review), issue advice revising the 
advice provided in the notice of availability 
entitled ‘‘Advice About Eating Fish, From 
the Environmental Protection Agency and 
Food and Drug Administration; Revised Fish 
Advice; Availability’’ (82 Fed. Reg. 6571 (Jan-
uary 19, 2017)), in a manner that is consistent 
with nutrition science recognized by the 
Food and Drug Administration on the net ef-
fects of seafood consumption. 

SEC. 755. In addition to amounts otherwise 
made available, there is hereby appropriated 
$3,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the Meat and Poultry Processing 
Expansion Program established pursuant to 
section 1001(b)(4) of the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 (Public Law 117–2) to award 
grants to processors of invasive, wild-caught 
catfish. 

SEC. 756. The Secretary shall set aside for 
Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP) 
Zones, until August 15, 2024, an amount of 
funds made available in title III under the 
headings of Rural Housing Insurance Fund 
Program Account, Mutual and Self-Help 
Housing Grants, Rural Housing Assistance 
Grants, Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account, Rural Business Program Ac-
count, Rural Development Loan Fund Pro-
gram Account, and Rural Water and Waste 
Disposal Program Account, equal to the 
amount obligated in REAP Zones with re-
spect to funds provided under such headings 
in the most recent fiscal year any such funds 
were obligated under such headings for 
REAP Zones, excluding the funding provided 
through any Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending. 

SEC. 757. In this fiscal year and each fiscal 
year thereafter, and notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, none of the funds 
made available by this or any other Act may 
be used to implement section 3.7(f) of the 
Farm Credit Act of 1971 in a manner incon-
sistent with section 343(a)(13) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act. 

SEC. 758. (a) For an additional amount for 
the Office of the Secretary, $2,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out no more 
than 10 pilot projects, under the terms and 
conditions determined by the Secretary for a 
period not to exceed 2 years, that award 
grants to an Indian tribe; a tribal organiza-
tion approved by an Indian tribe; a tribal 
educational agency; a consortium of Indian 
tribes; or a partnership between an Indian 
tribe and either a State educational agency, 
a local educational agency, a tribal edu-
cational agency, or the Bureau of Indian 
Education to operate and implement the 
school lunch program as authorized by the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1769), the summer food service 
program as established under section 13 of 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act, the child and adult care food pro-
gram as established by section 17 of the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act, or the school breakfast program estab-
lished by the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1773) in either a Bureau-funded school 
(as defined in section 1141 of the Education 
Amendments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2021)); a 
school (as defined in section 12(d) of the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1760 (d)) on or near an Indian 
reservation; or an early child care and edu-
cation facility: Provided, That to carry out 
this pilot program each grant awarded shall 
be no less than $10,000 and no more than 
$100,000 for each school year and shall not in-
crease state administrative costs or the 
amount of benefits provided in any program: 
Provided further, That the term ‘‘Indian 
tribe’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
5304). 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, a pilot project grant recipient shall be 
reimbursed for meals served under the school 
lunch program, the summer food service pro-
gram, and the child and adult care food pro-
gram as if the recipient were a State under 
the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act; and under the school breakfast 
program as if the recipient were a State edu-
cational agency. 

(c) Not later than 1 year after the conclu-
sion of the pilot program, the Secretary 
shall submit to Congress a report on the out-
comes of the pilot program. 

SEC. 759. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used by the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to issue or promote any new guide-
lines or regulations applicable to food manu-
facturers for Listeria monocytogenes (Lm) 
until the FDA considers the available new 
science in developing the Compliance Policy 
Guide (CPG), Guidance for FDA Staff, Sec. 
55.320 Listeria monocytogenes—regarding 
Lm in low-risk foods, meaning foods that do 
not support the growth of Lm. 

SEC. 760. Section 523 of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490c) is amended in sub-
section (b)(1)(B) by striking ‘‘two years’’ and 
inserting ‘‘five years’’. 

SEC. 761. Section 524 of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490d) is amended in sub-
section (a)(1) by striking ‘‘two years’’ and in-
serting ‘‘five years’’. 

SEC. 762. Section 363 of the Multifamily 
Mortgage Foreclosure Act of 1981 (12 U.S.C. 
3702) is amended at paragraph (10) by insert-
ing after ‘‘Secretary of Housing Urban Devel-
opment’’ the following: ‘‘and the Secretary 
of Agriculture’’. 

SEC. 763. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used by the Food and Drug Administration 
to develop, issue, promote or advance any 
final guidelines or new regulations applica-
ble to food manufacturers for long-term pop-
ulation-wide sodium reduction actions until 
an assessment is completed on the impact of 
the short-term sodium reduction targets. 

SEC. 764. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for a Bison Production and 
Marketing Grant Program that the Agricul-
tural Marketing Service shall develop and 
maintain: Provided, That this program shall 
be similar, as determined by the Secretary, 
to the Sheep Production and Marketing 
Grant Program the Department of Agri-
culture currently maintains pursuant to sec-
tion 209(c) of the Agricultural Marketing Act 
of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1627a(c)), and shall prioritize 
grants to national non-profits and federally 

chartered Tribal organizations that have ex-
pertise in bison production or marketing. 

SEC. 765. Notwithstanding the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622 et seq.) 
and 9 CFR part 352, the Committee provides 
an additional $700,000 to the USDA Food 
Safety and Inspection Service to cover vol-
untary meat inspection fees for the slaugh-
tering or processing of bison/buffalo at Na-
tive American owned establishments or es-
tablishments operating on tribal lands. 

SEC. 766. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
the Rural Water Operation Program under 
the heading ‘‘Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service—Watershed and Flood Preven-
tion Operations’’, $28,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded: Provided, That no amounts may be 
rescinded from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 767. If services performed by APHIS 
employees are determined by the Adminis-
trator of the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service to be in response to an ani-
mal disease outbreak, any premium pay that 
is funded, either directly or through reim-
bursement, shall be exempted from the ag-
gregate of basic pay and premium pay cal-
culated under section 5547 of title 5, United 
States Code, and any other provision of law 
limiting the aggregate amount of premium 
pay payable on a biweekly or calendar year 
basis: Provided, That this section shall take 
effect as if enacted on January 1, 2023. 

SEC. 768. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries 
or expenses of personnel— 

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603); 

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of 
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public 
Law 104–127); or 

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19 
of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a 
successor regulation). 

SEC. 769. Any rule-making, notice or guid-
ance of or regarding USDA Proposed Rule 
(Child Nutrition Programs: Revisions to 
Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020 Die-
tary Guidelines for Americans; RIN 0584– 
AE88) shall allow and provide meal reim-
bursement for (or ‘‘low fat or fat free’’) fla-
vored milk in National School Lunch Pro-
gram and School Breakfast Program for 
grades Kindergarten through 12th grade and 
in Child and Adult Care Food Program for 
participants 6 years of age and older, and for 
any other program complying with the meal 
pattern requirements covered in such final 
rule. 

SEC. 770. Sodium limits in effect for School 
Year 2023–2024 in child nutrition meal pat-
terns shall remain effective through School 
Year 2026–2027, after which sodium limits 
that may be included in any rulemaking, no-
tice or guidance of or regarding USDA Pro-
posed Rule (Child Nutrition Programs: Revi-
sions to Meal Patterns Consistent With the 
2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans; RIN 
0584–AE88), shall not be more restrictive 
than the Target 2 sodium levels published in 
the final rule entitled ‘‘Nutrition Standards 
in the National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast Programs’’ published by the De-
partment of Agriculture in the Federal Reg-
ister on January 26, 2012 (77 Fed. Reg 4087). 

SEC. 771. There is hereby appropriated 
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to carry out section 2103 of Public 
Law 115–334: Provided, That the Secretary 
shall prioritize the wetland compliance 
needs of areas with significant numbers of 
individual wetlands, wetland acres, and con-
servation compliance requests. 
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SEC. 772. There is appropriated $3,000,000 for 

the emergency and transitional pet shelter 
and housing assistance grant program estab-
lished under section 12502(b) of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (34 U.S.C. 
20127). 

SEC. 773. The National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine 
(NASEM) were tasked with providing find-
ings and recommendations on alcohol con-
sumption for the purposes of inclusion in the 
2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans as re-
quired by Section 772 of Division A of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117–328): Provided, That the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall consider the find-
ings and recommendations of the NASEM re-
port in the development of the 2025 Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans and further, both 
Secretaries shall ensure that the alcohol 
consumption recommendations in the 2025 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans shall be 
based on the preponderance of scientific and 
medical knowledge consistent with section 
5341 of title 7 of United States Code. 

SEC. 774. The first proviso under the head-
ing ‘‘Rural Community Facilities Program 
Account’’ in title I of division N of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117–328) is amended by inserting ‘‘or to 
repair or replace essential community facili-
ties damaged by a disaster that occurred in 
calendar year 2023’’ after ‘‘calendar year 
2022’’: Provided, That amounts repurposed 
pursuant to this section that were previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget are designated as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 775. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
the Rural Energy for American program au-
thorized by section 9007 of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002, (7 U.S.C. 
8107), $10,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 776. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available in 
Section 2304 of the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 (Public Law 117–2), $30,000,000 are 
hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 777. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available 
under Division A, Title IV, under the head-
ing ‘‘Nutrition Programs Administration’’ 
for relocation expenses and the alteration 
and repair of buildings and improvement 
pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2017 (Public Law 115–31), 
$8,000,000 are hereby rescinded. 

SEC. 778. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in fiscal year 2024 in the ‘‘Nonrecurring 
Expenses Fund’’ established in section 742 of 
division A of Public Law 113-235, and in addi-
tion to any funds otherwise made available 
for such purposes in this, prior, or subse-
quent fiscal years, the following shall be 
available during the period of availability of 
the Fund for the specified purposes and in 
the specified amounts— 

(1) for grants for rural community facili-
ties programs as authorized by section 306 
and described in section 381E(d)(1) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, $505,023,927 for the purposes, and in the 
amounts specified in the table titled ‘‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’’ in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 

preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), and under the same authorities and 
conditions as amounts made available by 
this Act in the second paragraph under the 
heading ‘‘Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account’’; and 

(2) for expenses during fiscal year 2024, not 
otherwise recoverable, and unrecovered prior 
years’ costs, including interest thereon, 
under the Food for Peace Act (Public Law 
83–480), for commodities supplied in connec-
tion with dispositions abroad under title II 
of said Act, $68,476,073, under the same au-
thorities and conditions as amounts made 
available by this Act under the heading 
‘‘Food for Peace Title II Grants’’: 
Provided, That amounts repurposed pursuant 
to this section that were previously des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 
are designated as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 779. Section 2250b of title 7, United 
States Code, is hereby amended in the second 
proviso by striking ‘‘capital acquisition’’ and 
after ‘‘infrastructure’’ inserting ‘‘and infor-
mation technology services.’’ 

SEC. 780. Section 313B(a) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 940c–2(a)), 
shall be applied for fiscal year 2024 and each 
fiscal year thereafter until the specified 
funding has been expended as if the following 
were inserted after the final period: ‘‘In addi-
tion, the Secretary shall use $9,465,000 of the 
funds available to carry out this section in 
fiscal year 2024 for an additional amount for 
the same purpose and under the same terms 
and conditions as the Rural Business Devel-
opment Grants authorized by section 310B of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(c)).’’. 

SEC. 781. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the acceptable market name of 
any engineered animal approved prior to the 
effective date of the National Bioengineered 
Food Disclosure Standard (February 19, 2019) 
shall include the words ‘‘genetically engi-
neered’’ prior to the existing acceptable mar-
ket name. 

SEC. 782. For an additional amount for the 
Office of the Secretary, $6,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, to continue the In-
stitute for Rural Partnerships as established 
in section 778 of Public Law 117–103: Provided, 
That the Institute for Rural Partnerships 
shall continue to dedicate resources to re-
searching the causes and conditions of chal-
lenges facing rural areas, and develop com-
munity partnerships to address such chal-
lenges: Provided further, That administrative 
or other fees shall not exceed one percent: 
Provided further, That such partnership shall 
coordinate and publish an annual report. 

SEC. 783. There is hereby appropriated 
$500,000 to carry out the duties of the work-
ing group established under section 770 of the 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2019 (Public Law 116–6; 
133 Stat. 89). 

SEC. 784. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
conservation activities under the heading 
‘‘Natural Resources Conservation Service— 
Conservation Operations’’, $30,000,000 are 
hereby rescinded: Provided, That no amounts 
may be rescinded from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 785. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
the ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture—Research and Education Activi-

ties’’, $37,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a Concurrent Resolution on the 
Budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 786. There is hereby appropriated 
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for section 306E(b) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act to 
provide subgrants to eligible individuals for 
the construction, refurbishing, and servicing 
of individually owned household decentral-
ized wastewater systems. 

SEC. 787. The Secretary of Agriculture 
shall be included as a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United 
States (CFIUS) on a case by case basis pursu-
ant to the authorities in section 721(k)(2)(J) 
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 
U.S.C. 4565(k)(2)(J)) with respect to each cov-
ered transaction (as defined in section 
721(a)(4) of the Defense Production Act of 
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)(4))) involving agricul-
tural land, agriculture biotechnology, or the 
agriculture industry (including agricultural 
transportation, agricultural storage, and ag-
ricultural processing), as determined by the 
CFIUS Chairperson in coordination with the 
Secretary of Agriculture. The Secretary of 
Agriculture shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable, notify the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States of any 
agricultural land transaction that the Sec-
retary of Agriculture has reason to believe, 
based on information from or in cooperation 
with the Intelligence Community, is a cov-
ered transaction (A) that may pose a risk to 
the national security of the United States, 
with particular emphasis on covered trans-
actions of an interest in agricultural land by 
foreign governments or entities of concern, 
as defined in 42 U.S.C. 19221(a), including the 
People’s Republic of China, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Fed-
eration, and the Islamic Republic of Iran; 
and (B) with respect to which a person is re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of 
Agriculture under section 2(a) of the Agricul-
tural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 
1978 (7 U.S.C. 3501(a)): Provided, That there is 
hereby appropriated $2,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, in addition to 
amounts otherwise provided for such pur-
pose, to carry out this section. 

SEC. 788. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available in 
the ‘‘Working Capital Fund’’, $78,000,000 are 
hereby rescinded: Provided, That no amounts 
may be rescinded from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 789. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available for 
the ‘‘Community Connect Grant Program’’, 
$30,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided, 
That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 790. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available 
under the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Tele-
medicine, and Broadband Program’’, other 
than amounts made available for the Com-
munity Connect Grant Program, $18,891,000 
are hereby rescinded: Provided, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 
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SEC. 791. Of the unobligated balances from 

prior year appropriations made available for 
veterinary diagnostics under the heading 
‘‘Animal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, Salaries and Expenses account’’, 
$5,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided, 
That no amounts may be rescinded from 
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 792. The agencies and offices of the 
Department of Agriculture may reimburse 
the Office of the General Counsel (OGC), out 
of the funds provided in this Act, for costs 
incurred by OGC in providing services to 
such agencies or offices under time-limited 
agreements entered into with such agencies 
and offices: Provided, That such transfer au-
thority is in addition to any other transfer 
authority provided by law. 

SEC. 793. (a) Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2023’’ and inserting 
‘‘2024’’. 

(b) Section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory 
Reporting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; 
Public Law 106–78) is amended by striking 
‘‘2023’’ and inserting ‘‘2024’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2024’’. 
DIVISION C—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 

SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for international 
trade activities of the Department of Com-
merce provided for by law, to carry out ac-
tivities associated with facilitating, attract-
ing, and retaining business investment in the 
United States, to carry out activities associ-
ated with title VI of division BB of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117–328), and for engaging in trade pro-
motional activities abroad, including ex-
penses of grants and cooperative agreements 
for the purpose of promoting exports of 
United States firms, without regard to sec-
tions 3702 and 3703 of title 44, United States 
Code; full medical coverage for dependent 
members of immediate families of employees 
stationed overseas and employees tempo-
rarily posted overseas; travel and transpor-
tation of employees of the International 
Trade Administration between two points 
abroad, without regard to section 40118 of 
title 49, United States Code; employment of 
citizens of the United States and aliens by 
contract for services; recognizing contribu-
tions to export expansion pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 10978; rental of space abroad for 
periods not exceeding 10 years, and expenses 
of alteration, repair, or improvement; pur-
chase or construction of temporary de-
mountable exhibition structures for use 
abroad; payment of tort claims, in the man-
ner authorized in the first paragraph of sec-
tion 2672 of title 28, United States Code, 
when such claims arise in foreign countries; 
not to exceed $294,300 for official representa-
tion expenses abroad; purchase of passenger 
motor vehicles for official use abroad, not to 
exceed $45,000 per vehicle; not to exceed 
$325,000 for purchase of armored vehicles 
without regard to the general purchase price 
limitations; obtaining insurance on official 
motor vehicles; and rental of tie lines, 
$623,000,000, of which $85,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under 

this heading, $50,000,000 is designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985: Provided further, That 
$12,000,000 is to be derived from fees to be re-
tained and used by the International Trade 
Administration, notwithstanding section 
3302 of title 31, United States Code: Provided 
further, That, of amounts provided under this 
heading, not less than $16,400,000 shall be for 
China antidumping and countervailing duty 
enforcement and compliance activities: Pro-
vided further, That the provisions of the first 
sentence of section 105(f) and all of section 
108(c) of the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) 
and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out these 
activities; and that for the purpose of this 
Act, contributions under the provisions of 
the Mutual Educational and Cultural Ex-
change Act of 1961 shall include payment for 
assessments for services provided as part of 
these activities: Provided further, That, of 
amounts provided under this heading, up to 
$3,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the purpose of carrying 
out a pilot fellowship program of the United 
States Commercial Service under which the 
Secretary of Commerce may make competi-
tive grants to appropriate institutions of 
higher education or students to increase the 
level of knowledge and awareness of, and in-
terest in employment with, that Service 
among minority students: Provided further, 
That any grants awarded under such pro-
gram shall be made pursuant to regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary, which 
shall require as a condition of the initial re-
ceipt of grant funds, a commitment by pro-
spective grantees to accept full-time employ-
ment in the Global Markets unit of the 
International Trade Administration upon 
the completion of participation in the pro-
gram. 

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses for export adminis-
tration and national security activities of 
the Department of Commerce, including 
costs associated with the performance of ex-
port administration field activities both do-
mestically and abroad; full medical coverage 
for dependent members of immediate fami-
lies of employees stationed overseas; em-
ployment of citizens of the United States 
and aliens by contract for services abroad; 
payment of tort claims, in the manner au-
thorized in the first paragraph of section 2672 
of title 28, United States Code, when such 
claims arise in foreign countries; not to ex-
ceed $13,500 for official representation ex-
penses abroad; awards of compensation to in-
formers under the Export Control Reform 
Act of 2018 (subtitle B of title XVII of the 
John S. McCain National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2019; Public Law 115– 
232; 132 Stat. 2208; 50 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.), and 
as authorized by section 1(b) of the Act of 
June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 223; 22 U.S.C. 401(b)); 
and purchase of passenger motor vehicles for 
official use and motor vehicles for law en-
forcement use with special requirement vehi-
cles eligible for purchase without regard to 
any price limitation otherwise established 
by law, $191,000,000, of which $76,000,000 shall 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading for activities under the ‘‘revised 
nonsecurity category’’, as defined in section 
250(c)(4)(E) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (Pub-
lic Law 99–177), as amended, $20,000,000 is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Pro-

vided further, That the provisions of the first 
sentence of section 105(f) and all of section 
108(c) of the Mutual Educational and Cul-
tural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) 
and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out these 
activities: Provided further, That payments 
and contributions collected and accepted for 
materials or services provided as part of such 
activities may be retained for use in cov-
ering the cost of such activities, and for pro-
viding information to the public with respect 
to the export administration and national 
security activities of the Department of 
Commerce and other export control pro-
grams of the United States and other govern-
ments. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAMS 
For grants for economic development as-

sistance as provided by the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965, for trade 
adjustment assistance, and for grants au-
thorized by sections 27, 28, and 30 of the Ste-
venson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722, 3722a, and 3723), as 
amended, $400,000,000 to remain available 
until expended, of which $50,000,000 shall be 
for grants under section 27, $41,000,000 shall 
be for grants under section 28, and $2,500,000 
shall be for grants under section 30: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, $30,000,000 is designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985: Provided further, That 
any deviation from the amounts designated 
for specific activities in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), or any use of deobligated balances of 
funds provided under this heading in pre-
vious years, shall be subject to the proce-
dures set forth in section 505 of this Act. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of administering 

the economic development assistance pro-
grams as provided for by law, $68,000,000: Pro-
vided, That funds provided under this head-
ing may be used to monitor projects ap-
proved pursuant to title I of the Public 
Works Employment Act of 1976; title II of 
the Trade Act of 1974; sections 27 through 30 
of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722–3723), as 
amended; and the Community Emergency 
Drought Relief Act of 1977. 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Minority 
Business Development Agency in fostering, 
promoting, and developing minority business 
enterprises, as authorized by law, $68,250,000. 

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, as authorized by 
law, of economic and statistical analysis pro-
grams of the Department of Commerce, 
$125,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing 
statistics, provided for by law, $328,500,000: 
Provided, That, from amounts provided here-
in, funds may be used for promotion, out-
reach, and marketing activities. 

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS 
For necessary expenses for collecting, com-

piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing 
statistics for periodic censuses and programs 
provided for by law, $1,054,000,000, to remain 
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available until September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That, from amounts provided herein, funds 
may be used for promotion, outreach, and 
marketing activities. 

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND 
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses, as provided for by 

law, of the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA), 
$57,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 1535(d), the Secretary of 
Commerce shall charge Federal agencies for 
costs incurred in spectrum management, 
analysis, operations, and related services, 
and such fees shall be retained and used as 
offsetting collections for costs of such spec-
trum services, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Secretary 
of Commerce is authorized to retain and use 
as offsetting collections all funds trans-
ferred, or previously transferred, from other 
Government agencies for all costs incurred 
in telecommunications research, engineer-
ing, and related activities by the Institute 
for Telecommunication Sciences of NTIA, in 
furtherance of its assigned functions under 
this paragraph, and such funds received from 
other Government agencies shall remain 
available until expended. 

PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES, 
PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION 

For the administration of prior-year 
grants, recoveries and unobligated balances 
of funds previously appropriated are avail-
able for the administration of all open grants 
until their expiration. 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION 
For necessary expenses for the design, con-

struction, alteration, improvement, mainte-
nance, and repair of buildings and facilities 
managed by the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration, not 
otherwise provided for, $2,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK 
OFFICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) provided for by law, including de-
fense of suits instituted against the Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the USPTO, 
$4,195,799,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as offsetting collections of fees and 
surcharges assessed and collected by the 
USPTO under any law are received during 
fiscal year 2024, so as to result in a fiscal 
year 2024 appropriation from the general 
fund estimated at $0: Provided further, That 
during fiscal year 2024, should the total 
amount of such offsetting collections be less 
than $4,195,799,000, this amount shall be re-
duced accordingly: Provided further, That any 
amount received in excess of $4,195,799,000 in 
fiscal year 2024 and deposited in the Patent 
and Trademark Fee Reserve Fund shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of USPTO shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made 
available by the preceding proviso and such 
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section: Provided 
further, That any amounts reprogrammed in 
accordance with the preceding proviso shall 

be transferred to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’’ account: Provided further, That the 
budget of the President submitted for fiscal 
year 2025 under section 1105 of title 31, 
United States Code, shall include within 
amounts provided under this heading for nec-
essary expenses of the USPTO any increases 
that are expected to result from an increase 
promulgated through rule or regulation in 
offsetting collections of fees and surcharges 
assessed and collected by the USPTO under 
any law in either fiscal year 2024 or fiscal 
year 2025: Provided further, That from 
amounts provided herein, not to exceed 
$13,500 shall be made available in fiscal year 
2024 for official reception and representation 
expenses: Provided further, That in fiscal year 
2024 from the amounts made available for 
‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’ for the USPTO, the 
amounts necessary to pay (1) the difference 
between the percentage of basic pay contrib-
uted by the USPTO and employees under sec-
tion 8334(a) of title 5, United States Code, 
and the normal cost percentage (as defined 
by section 8331(17) of that title) as provided 
by the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) for USPTO’s specific use, of basic pay, 
of employees subject to subchapter III of 
chapter 83 of that title, and (2) the present 
value of the otherwise unfunded accruing 
costs, as determined by OPM for USPTO’s 
specific use of post-retirement life insurance 
and post-retirement health benefits coverage 
for all USPTO employees who are enrolled in 
Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) 
and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance 
(FEGLI), shall be transferred to the Civil 
Service Retirement and Disability Fund, the 
FEGLI Fund, and the Employees FEHB 
Fund, as appropriate, and shall be available 
for the authorized purposes of those ac-
counts: Provided further, That any differences 
between the present value factors published 
in OPM’s yearly 300 series benefit letters and 
the factors that OPM provides for USPTO’s 
specific use shall be recognized as an im-
puted cost on USPTO’s financial statements, 
where applicable: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, all 
fees and surcharges assessed and collected by 
USPTO are available for USPTO only pursu-
ant to section 42(c) of title 35, United States 
Code, as amended by section 22 of the Leahy- 
Smith America Invents Act (Public Law 112– 
29): Provided further, That within the 
amounts appropriated, $2,450,000 shall be 
transferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’’ account for activities associated with 
carrying out investigations and audits re-
lated to the USPTO. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND 
SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the National In-

stitute of Standards and Technology (NIST), 
$1,080,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $9,000,000 may 
be transferred to the ‘‘Working Capital 
Fund’’: Provided, That of the amounts appro-
priated under this heading, $222,841,000 shall 
be made available for the NIST—STRS 
projects, and in the amounts, specified in the 
table titled ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ included 
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided further, That the amounts 
made available for the projects referenced in 
the preceding proviso may not be transferred 
for any other purpose: Provided further, That 
not to exceed $5,000 shall be for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That NIST may provide local 

transportation for summer undergraduate 
research fellowship program participants. 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
For necessary expenses for industrial tech-

nology services, $212,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $175,000,000 
shall be for the Hollings Manufacturing Ex-
tension Partnership, and of which $37,000,000 
shall be for the Manufacturing USA Pro-
gram. 

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES 
For construction of new research facilities, 

including architectural and engineering de-
sign, and for renovation and maintenance of 
existing facilities, not otherwise provided for 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, as authorized by sections 13 
through 15 of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278c–278e), $168,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That of the 
amounts appropriated under this heading, 
$80,242,000 shall be made available for the 
NIST—Construction projects, and in the 
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’’ included for this division 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of this consolidated Act): Provided further, 
That up to one percent of amounts made 
available for the projects referenced in the 
preceding proviso may be used for the admin-
istrative costs of such projects: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made 
available by the preceding proviso and such 
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of Commerce 
shall include in the budget justification ma-
terials for fiscal year 2025 that the Secretary 
submits to Congress in support of the De-
partment of Commerce budget (as submitted 
with the budget of the President under sec-
tion 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code) 
an estimate for each National Institute of 
Standards and Technology construction 
project having a total multi-year program 
cost of more than $5,000,000, and simulta-
neously the budget justification materials 
shall include an estimate of the budgetary 
requirements for each such project for each 
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of activities au-
thorized by law for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in-
cluding maintenance, operation, and hire of 
aircraft and vessels; pilot programs for 
State-led fisheries management, notwith-
standing any other provision of law; grants, 
contracts, or other payments to nonprofit 
organizations for the purposes of conducting 
activities pursuant to cooperative agree-
ments; and relocation of facilities, 
$4,548,485,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That fees and dona-
tions received by the National Ocean Service 
for the management of national marine sanc-
tuaries may be retained and used for the sal-
aries and expenses associated with those ac-
tivities, notwithstanding section 3302 of title 
31, United States Code: Provided further, That 
in addition, $369,522,000 shall be derived by 
transfer from the fund entitled ‘‘Promote 
and Develop Fishery Products and Research 
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Pertaining to American Fisheries’’, which 
shall only be used for fishery activities re-
lated to the Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant Pro-
gram; Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, 
and Assessments; Observers and Training; 
Fisheries Management Programs and Serv-
ices; and Interjurisdictional Fisheries 
Grants: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$71,299,000 shall be for payment to the ‘‘De-
partment of Commerce Working Capital 
Fund’’: Provided further, That of the 
$4,946,007,000 provided for in direct obliga-
tions under this heading, $4,548,485,000 is ap-
propriated from the general fund, $369,522,000 
is provided by transfer, and $28,000,000 is de-
rived from recoveries of prior year obliga-
tions: Provided further, That of the amounts 
appropriated under this heading, $139,499,000 
shall be made available for the NOAA—CZM 
and NOAA—ORF projects, and in the 
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’’ included for this division 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of this consolidated Act): Provided further, 
That the amounts made available for the 
projects referenced in the preceding proviso 
may not be transferred for any other pur-
pose: Provided further, That any deviation 
from the amounts designated for specific ac-
tivities in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act), or any 
use of deobligated balances of funds provided 
under this heading in previous years, shall be 
subject to the procedures set forth in section 
505 of this Act: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, for necessary retired pay expenses 
under the Retired Serviceman’s Family Pro-
tection and Survivor Benefits Plan, and for 
payments for the medical care of retired per-
sonnel and their dependents under the De-
pendents’ Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C. ch. 55), 
such sums as may be necessary. 
PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For procurement, acquisition and con-

struction of capital assets, including alter-
ation and modification costs, of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
$1,719,866,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, except that funds provided 
for acquisition and construction of vessels 
and aircraft, and construction of facilities 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That of the amounts made available in 
the matter preceding this proviso, 
$100,000,000 is designated by the Congress as 
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985: Provided further, That in addition, 
$44,000,000 shall be derived by transfer for the 
purposes provided under this heading from 
the unobligated balances in the Fund estab-
lished in section 111(a) of division B of Public 
Law 116–93: Provided further, That no 
amounts may be transferred pursuant to the 
preceding proviso from amounts made avail-
able in section 101(e)(1) of title I of division 
A of Public Law 118–5: Provided further, That 
of the $1,776,866,000 provided for in direct ob-
ligations under this heading, $1,719,866,000 is 
appropriated from the general fund, 
$13,000,000 is provided from recoveries of 
prior year obligations, and $44,000,000 is pro-
vided by transfer: Provided further, That any 
deviation from the amounts designated for 
specific activities in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), or any use of deobligated balances of 
funds provided under this heading in pre-
vious years, shall be subject to the proce-
dures set forth in section 505 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Com-

merce shall include in budget justification 
materials for fiscal year 2025 that the Sec-
retary submits to Congress in support of the 
Department of Commerce budget (as sub-
mitted with the budget of the President 
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United 
States Code) an estimate for each National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
procurement, acquisition or construction 
project having a total of more than $5,000,000 
and simultaneously the budget justification 
shall include an estimate of the budgetary 
requirements for each such project for each 
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years. 

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY 

For necessary expenses associated with the 
restoration of Pacific salmon populations, 
$65,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That, of the funds 
provided herein, the Secretary of Commerce 
may issue grants to the States of Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, California, 
and Alaska, and to the federally recognized 
Tribes of the Columbia River and Pacific 
Coast (including Alaska), for projects nec-
essary for conservation of salmon and 
steelhead populations that are listed as 
threatened or endangered, or that are identi-
fied by a State as at-risk to be so listed, for 
maintaining populations necessary for exer-
cise of Tribal treaty fishing rights or native 
subsistence fishing, or for conservation of 
Pacific coastal salmon and steelhead habi-
tat, based on guidelines to be developed by 
the Secretary of Commerce: Provided further, 
That all funds shall be allocated based on 
scientific and other merit principles and 
shall not be available for marketing activi-
ties: Provided further, That funds disbursed to 
States shall be subject to a matching re-
quirement of funds or documented in-kind 
contributions of at least 33 percent of the 
Federal funds. 

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

For necessary expenses of administering 
the fishery disaster assistance programs au-
thorized by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (Public 
Law 94–265) and the Interjurisdictional Fish-
eries Act (title III of Public Law 99–659), 
$300,000. 

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND 

For carrying out the provisions of title IV 
of Public Law 95–372, not to exceed $349,000, 
to be derived from receipts collected pursu-
ant to that Act, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2024, 
obligations of direct loans may not exceed 
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans 
and not to exceed $150,000,000 for traditional 
direct loans as authorized by the Merchant 
Marine Act of 1936. 

RECREATIONAL QUOTA ENTITY FUND 

For carrying out the provisions of section 
106 of the Driftnet Modernization and By-
catch Reduction Act (title I of division S of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(Public Law 117–328)), the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration may assess 
and collect fees pursuant to such section, 
which shall be credited to this account, to 
remain available until expended, for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, in addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able for such purposes. 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the manage-
ment of the Department of Commerce pro-
vided for by law, including not to exceed 
$4,500 for official reception and representa-

tion, $94,500,000: Provided, That no employee 
of the Department of Commerce may be de-
tailed or assigned from a bureau or office 
funded by this Act or any other Act to of-
fices within the Office of the Secretary of the 
Department of Commerce for more than 180 
days in a fiscal year unless the individual’s 
employing bureau or office is fully reim-
bursed for the salary and expenses of the em-
ployee for the entire period of assignment 
using funds provided under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available 
to the Department of Commerce in this or 
any prior Act may not be transferred pursu-
ant to section 508 of this or any prior Act to 
the account funded under this heading, ex-
cept in the case of extraordinary cir-
cumstances that threaten life or property. 

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION 
For necessary expenses for the renovation 

and modernization of the Herbert C. Hoover 
Building, $1,142,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.), $48,000,000. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 101. During the current fiscal year, ap-

plicable appropriations and funds made 
available to the Department of Commerce by 
this Act shall be available for the activities 
specified in the Act of October 26, 1949 (15 
U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in the manner 
prescribed by the Act, and, notwithstanding 
31 U.S.C. 3324, may be used for advanced pay-
ments not otherwise authorized only upon 
the certification of officials designated by 
the Secretary of Commerce that such pay-
ments are in the public interest. 

SEC. 102. During the current fiscal year, ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of Commerce by this Act for salaries 
and expenses shall be available for hire of 
passenger motor vehicles as authorized by 31 
U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901– 
5902). 

SEC. 103. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Department of Commerce 
in this Act may be transferred between such 
appropriations, but no such appropriation 
shall be increased by more than 10 percent 
by any such transfers: Provided, That any 
transfer pursuant to this section shall be 
treated as a reprogramming of funds under 
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in 
that section: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall notify the Com-
mittees on Appropriations at least 15 days in 
advance of the acquisition or disposal of any 
capital asset (including land, structures, and 
equipment) not specifically provided for in 
this Act or any other law appropriating 
funds for the Department of Commerce. 

SEC. 104. The requirements set forth by sec-
tion 105 of the Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2012 (Public Law 112–55), as amended by sec-
tion 105 of title I of division B of Public Law 
113–6, are hereby adopted by reference and 
made applicable with respect to fiscal year 
2024: Provided, That the life cycle cost for the 
Joint Polar Satellite System is 
$11,322,125,000, the life cycle cost of the Polar 
Follow On Program is $6,837,900,000, the life 
cycle cost for the Geostationary Operational 
Environmental Satellite R-Series Program is 
$11,700,100,000, and the life cycle cost for the 
Space Weather Follow On Program is 
$692,800,000. 
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SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary of Commerce may 
furnish services (including but not limited to 
utilities, telecommunications, and security 
services) necessary to support the operation, 
maintenance, and improvement of space that 
persons, firms, or organizations are author-
ized, pursuant to the Public Buildings Coop-
erative Use Act of 1976 or other authority, to 
use or occupy in the Herbert C. Hoover 
Building, Washington, DC, or other build-
ings, the maintenance, operation, and pro-
tection of which has been delegated to the 
Secretary from the Administrator of General 
Services pursuant to the Federal Property 
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 on a 
reimbursable or non-reimbursable basis. 
Amounts received as reimbursement for 
services provided under this section or the 
authority under which the use or occupancy 
of the space is authorized, up to $200,000, 
shall be credited to the appropriation or fund 
which initially bears the costs of such serv-
ices. 

SEC. 106. Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to prevent a grant recipient from de-
terring child pornography, copyright in-
fringement, or any other unlawful activity 
over its networks. 

SEC. 107. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion is authorized to use, with their consent, 
with reimbursement and subject to the lim-
its of available appropriations, the land, 
services, equipment, personnel, and facilities 
of any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States, or of any State, 
local government, Indian Tribal government, 
Territory, or possession, or of any political 
subdivision thereof, or of any foreign govern-
ment or international organization, for pur-
poses related to carrying out the responsibil-
ities of any statute administered by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. 

SEC. 108. The National Technical Informa-
tion Service shall not charge any customer 
for a copy of any report or document gen-
erated by the Legislative Branch unless the 
Service has provided information to the cus-
tomer on how an electronic copy of such re-
port or document may be accessed and 
downloaded for free online. Should a cus-
tomer still require the Service to provide a 
printed or digital copy of the report or docu-
ment, the charge shall be limited to recov-
ering the Service’s cost of processing, repro-
ducing, and delivering such report or docu-
ment. 

SEC. 109. To carry out the responsibilities 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA), the Administrator of 
NOAA is authorized to: (1) enter into grants 
and cooperative agreements with; (2) use on 
a non-reimbursable basis land, services, 
equipment, personnel, and facilities provided 
by; and (3) receive and expend funds made 
available on a consensual basis from: a Fed-
eral agency, State or subdivision thereof, 
local government, Tribal government, Terri-
tory, or possession or any subdivisions there-
of: Provided, That funds received for permit-
ting and related regulatory activities pursu-
ant to this section shall be deposited under 
the heading ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration—Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities’’ and shall remain 
available until September 30, 2025, for such 
purposes: Provided further, That all funds 
within this section and their corresponding 
uses are subject to section 505 of this Act. 

SEC. 110. Amounts provided by this Act or 
by any prior appropriations Act that remain 
available for obligation, for necessary ex-
penses of the programs of the Economics and 
Statistics Administration of the Department 
of Commerce, including amounts provided 
for programs of the Bureau of Economic 

Analysis and the Bureau of the Census, shall 
be available for expenses of cooperative 
agreements with appropriate entities, in-
cluding any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental unit, or institution of higher edu-
cation, to aid and promote statistical, re-
search, and methodology activities which 
further the purposes for which such amounts 
have been made available. 

SEC. 111. The Secretary of Commerce, or 
the designee of the Secretary, may waive up 
to 50 percent of the cost sharing require-
ments under section 315, of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1461) as 
necessary at the request of the grant appli-
cant, for amounts made available under this 
Act under the heading ‘‘Procurement, Acqui-
sition and Construction’’ under the heading 
‘‘National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration’’. 

SEC. 112. Any unobligated balances of ex-
pired discretionary funds transferred to the 
Department of Commerce Nonrecurring Ex-
penses Fund, as authorized by section 111 of 
title I of division B of Public Law 116–93, 
may be obligated only after the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate are notified at least 15 
days in advance of the planned use of funds. 

SEC. 113. The Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Oceans and Atmosphere is author-
ized to designate one or more Cooperative 
Aviation Centers for the purposes of recruit-
ing aviators for the NOAA commissioned of-
ficer corps from institutions that provide a 
four-year baccalaureate program of profes-
sional flight and piloting instruction that is 
accredited by the Aviation Accreditation 
Board International: Provided, That Coopera-
tive Aviation Centers shall be located in a 
geographic area that experiences a wide vari-
ation in climate-related activity, such as fre-
quent high winds, convective activity (in-
cluding tornadoes), periods of low visibility, 
heat, and snow and ice episodes, to provide 
opportunities for pilots to demonstrate skill 
in all weather conditions compatible with fu-
ture encounters during their service in the 
commissioned officer corps of the Adminis-
tration. 

SEC. 114. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion may accept payments from a non-Fed-
eral party during fiscal year 2024 for the pur-
pose of altering or replacing fencing, and re-
lated activities, for the Administration’s 
port facility in Ketchikan, Alaska. Amounts 
accepted under this section may be credited 
to the appropriation account otherwise 
available for such purpose and shall remain 
available until expended. 

SEC. 115. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, in consultation with the employees of 
the National Weather Service and non-gov-
ernmental experts in personnel management, 
may establish an alternative or fixed rate for 
relocation allowance, including permanent 
change of station allowance, notwith-
standing the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 5724 and 
the regulations prescribed under 5 U.S.C. 
5738. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Commerce Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

JUSTICE OPERATIONS, MANAGEMENT, AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the operations, 
management, and accountability of the De-
partment of Justice, $142,000,000, of which 
$4,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and of which not to exceed 
$4,000,000 for security and construction of De-
partment of Justice facilities shall remain 

available until expended: Provided, That any 
reference to the Department of Justice’s 
‘‘General Administration’’ appropriations 
heading (including references that include 
its subheadings) which appears in any rule, 
regulation, provision, law, or other official 
document, shall hereafter be deemed a ref-
erence to the Department of Justice’s ‘‘Jus-
tice Operations, Management, and Account-
ability’’ appropriations heading. 

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for information 
sharing technology, including planning, de-
velopment, deployment and departmental di-
rection, $30,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the Attorney Gen-
eral may transfer up to $40,000,000 to this ac-
count, from funds available to the Depart-
ment of Justice for information technology, 
to remain available until expended, for en-
terprise-wide information technology initia-
tives: Provided further, That the transfer au-
thority in the preceding proviso is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority con-
tained in this Act: Provided further, That any 
transfer pursuant to the first proviso shall 
be treated as a reprogramming under section 
505 of this Act and shall not be available for 
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that 
section. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For expenses necessary for the administra-

tion of immigration-related activities of the 
Executive Office for Immigration Review, 
$844,000,000, of which $4,000,000 shall be de-
rived by transfer from the Executive Office 
for Immigration Review fees deposited in the 
‘‘Immigration Examinations Fee’’ account, 
and of which not less than $28,000,000 shall be 
available for services and activities provided 
by the Legal Orientation Program: Provided, 
That not to exceed $50,000,000 of the total 
amount made available under this heading 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2028, for build-out and modifications of 
courtroom space. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General, $139,000,000, including not to 
exceed $10,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character: Provided, 
That not to exceed $4,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2025. 

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Parole Commission as authorized, 
$14,000,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, upon the expira-
tion of a term of office of a Commissioner, 
the Commissioner may continue to act until 
a successor has been appointed. 

LEGAL ACTIVITIES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL 

ACTIVITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the legal activi-
ties of the Department of Justice, not other-
wise provided for, including not to exceed 
$20,000 for expenses of collecting evidence, to 
be expended under the direction of, and to be 
accounted for solely under the certificate of, 
the Attorney General; the administration of 
pardon and clemency petitions; and rent of 
private or Government-owned space in the 
District of Columbia, $1,090,000,000, of which 
not to exceed $50,000,000 for litigation sup-
port contracts and information technology 
projects, including cybersecurity and hard-
ening of critical networks, shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
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the amount provided for INTERPOL Wash-
ington dues payments, not to exceed $900,000 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated, not to exceed $8,900 shall be 
available to INTERPOL Washington for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses: 
Provided further, That of the total amount 
appropriated, not to exceed $8,900 shall be 
available to the Criminal Division for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 205 of this Act, upon a determination by 
the Attorney General that emergent cir-
cumstances require additional funding for 
litigation activities of the Civil Division, the 
Attorney General may transfer such 
amounts to ‘‘Salaries and Expenses, General 
Legal Activities’’ from available appropria-
tions for the current fiscal year for the De-
partment of Justice, as may be necessary to 
respond to such circumstances: Provided fur-
ther, That any transfer pursuant to the pre-
ceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section: Provided 
further, That of the amount appropriated, 
such sums as may be necessary shall be 
available to the Civil Rights Division for sal-
aries and expenses associated with the elec-
tion monitoring program under section 8 of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10305) 
and to reimburse the Office of Personnel 
Management for such salaries and expenses: 
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading for the election 
monitoring program, $3,390,000 shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That any funds provided under this heading 
in prior year appropriations Acts that re-
main available to the Civil Rights Division 
for salaries and expenses associated with the 
election monitoring program under section 8 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 
10305) may also be used to carry out any au-
thorized purposes of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion: Provided further, That amounts 
repurposed by the preceding proviso may not 
be used to increase the number of permanent 
positions. 

In addition, for reimbursement of expenses 
of the Department of Justice associated with 
processing cases under the National Child-
hood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986, $22,700,000, 
to be appropriated from the Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Trust Fund and to remain 
available until expended. 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION 
For expenses necessary for the enforce-

ment of antitrust and kindred laws, 
$233,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall be 
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, not to 
exceed $233,000,000 to be derived from fees 
collected for premerger notification filings 
under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Im-
provements Act of 1976 (15 U.S.C. 18a), re-
gardless of the year of collection, shall be re-
tained and used for necessary expenses in 
this appropriation, and shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced as such offsetting 
collections are received during fiscal year 
2024, so as to result in a final fiscal year 2024 
appropriation from the general fund esti-
mated at $0: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 605 of the Departments of 
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1990 (15 U.S.C. 18a note), none of the funds 
credited to this account as offsetting collec-
tions during the current fiscal year shall be-

come available for obligation in any fiscal 
year except as provided in the preceding two 
provisos or as provided in a subsequent ap-
propriations Act. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEYS 

For necessary expenses of the Offices of the 
United States Attorneys, including inter- 
governmental and cooperative agreements, 
$2,611,000,000: Provided, That of the total 
amount appropriated, not to exceed $19,600 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $40,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That each United States Attorney shall es-
tablish or participate in a task force on 
human trafficking. 

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND 
For necessary expenses of the United 

States Trustee Program, as authorized, 
$245,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, deposits of discre-
tionary offsetting collections to the United 
States Trustee System Fund and amounts 
herein appropriated shall be available in 
such amounts as may be necessary to pay re-
funds due depositors: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
fees deposited into the Fund as discretionary 
offsetting collections pursuant to section 
589a of title 28, United States Code (as lim-
ited by section 589a(f)(2) of title 28, United 
States Code), shall be retained and used for 
necessary expenses in this appropriation and 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That to the extent that fees de-
posited into the Fund as discretionary offset-
ting collections in fiscal year 2024, net of 
amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, exceed $245,000,000, those excess 
amounts shall be available in future fiscal 
years only to the extent provided in advance 
in appropriations Acts: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced (1) as such fees are 
received during fiscal year 2024, net of 
amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, (estimated at $230,000,000) and (2) to 
the extent that any remaining general fund 
appropriations can be derived from amounts 
deposited in the Fund as discretionary off-
setting collections in previous fiscal years 
that are not otherwise appropriated, so as to 
result in a final fiscal year 2024 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at 
$15,000,000. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the Foreign Claims Settlement 
Commission, including services as author-
ized by section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code, $2,504,000. 

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES 
For fees and expenses of witnesses, for ex-

penses of contracts for the procurement and 
supervision of expert witnesses, for private 
counsel expenses, including advances, and for 
expenses of foreign counsel, $270,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, of which 
not to exceed $16,000,000 is for construction of 
buildings for protected witness safesites; not 
to exceed $3,000,000 is for the purchase and 
maintenance of armored and other vehicles 
for witness security caravans; and not to ex-
ceed $35,000,000 is for the purchase, installa-
tion, maintenance, and upgrade of secure 
telecommunications equipment and a secure 
automated information network to store and 
retrieve the identities and locations of pro-
tected witnesses: Provided, That amounts 
made available under this heading may not 
be transferred pursuant to section 205 of this 
Act. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Community 

Relations Service, $24,000,000: Provided, That 
notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, upon 
a determination by the Attorney General 
that emergent circumstances require addi-
tional funding for conflict resolution and vi-
olence prevention activities of the Commu-
nity Relations Service, the Attorney General 
may transfer such amounts to the Commu-
nity Relations Service, from available appro-
priations for the current fiscal year for the 
Department of Justice, as may be necessary 
to respond to such circumstances: Provided 
further, That any transfer pursuant to the 
preceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation or 
expenditure except in compliance with the 
procedures set forth in that section. 

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND 
For expenses authorized by subparagraphs 

(B), (F), and (G) of section 524(c)(1) of title 28, 
United States Code, $20,514,000, to be derived 
from the Department of Justice Assets For-
feiture Fund. 

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Marshals Service, $1,692,000,000, of 
which not to exceed $20,000 shall be available 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, and not to exceed $25,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, $163,000,000 is designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For construction in space that is con-

trolled, occupied, or utilized by the United 
States Marshals Service for prisoner holding 
and related support, $15,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION 
For necessary expenses related to United 

States prisoners in the custody of the United 
States Marshals Service as authorized by 
section 4013 of title 18, United States Code, 
$2,100,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amounts made 
available under this heading, $250,000,000 is 
designated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed $20,000,000 
shall be considered ‘‘funds appropriated for 
State and local law enforcement assistance’’ 
pursuant to section 4013(b) of title 18, United 
States Code: Provided further, That the 
United States Marshals Service shall be re-
sponsible for managing the Justice Prisoner 
and Alien Transportation System. 

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-

tivities of the National Security Division, 
$128,000,000, of which not to exceed $5,000,000 
for information technology systems shall re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, 
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require 
additional funding for the activities of the 
National Security Division, the Attorney 
General may transfer such amounts to this 
heading from available appropriations for 
the current fiscal year for the Department of 
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Justice, as may be necessary to respond to 
such circumstances: Provided further, That 
any transfer pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso shall be treated as a reprogramming 
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section. 

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ORGANIZED CRIME DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK 

FORCES 
For necessary expenses for the identifica-

tion, investigation, and prosecution of indi-
viduals associated with the most significant 
drug trafficking organizations, transnational 
organized crime, and money laundering orga-
nizations not otherwise provided for, to in-
clude inter-governmental agreements with 
State and local law enforcement agencies en-
gaged in the investigation and prosecution of 
individuals involved in transnational orga-
nized crime and drug trafficking, $547,000,000, 
of which $50,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That any amounts 
obligated from appropriations under this 
heading may be used under authorities avail-
able to the organizations reimbursed from 
this appropriation. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation for detection, inves-
tigation, and prosecution of crimes against 
the United States, $10,643,713,000, of which 
not to exceed $216,900,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed $279,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For necessary expenses, to include the cost 

of equipment, furniture, and information 
technology requirements, related to con-
struction or acquisition of buildings, facili-
ties, and sites by purchase, or as otherwise 
authorized by law; conversion, modification, 
and extension of federally owned buildings; 
preliminary planning and design of projects; 
and operation and maintenance of secure 
work environment facilities and secure net-
working capabilities; $30,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Drug En-
forcement Administration, including not to 
exceed $70,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character pursuant 
to section 530C of title 28, United States 
Code; and expenses for conducting drug edu-
cation and training programs, including 
travel and related expenses for participants 
in such programs and the distribution of 
items of token value that promote the goals 
of such programs, $2,567,000,000, of which not 
to exceed $75,000,000 shall remain available 
until expended and not to exceed $90,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses: Provided, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$328,000,000 is designated by the Congress as 
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 3672 of Public Law 106–310, 
up to $10,000,000 may be used to reimburse 
States, units of local government, Indian 
Tribal Governments, other public entities, 
and multi-jurisdictional or regional con-
sortia thereof for expenses incurred to clean 
up and safely dispose of substances associ-
ated with clandestine methamphetamine 
laboratories, conversion and extraction oper-
ations, tableting operations, or laboratories 
and processing operations for fentanyl and 

fentanyl-related substances which may 
present a danger to public health or the envi-
ronment. 
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND 

EXPLOSIVES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
for training of State and local law enforce-
ment agencies with or without reimburse-
ment, including training in connection with 
the training and acquisition of canines for 
explosives and fire accelerants detection; 
and for provision of laboratory assistance to 
State and local law enforcement agencies, 
with or without reimbursement, 
$1,625,000,000, of which not to exceed $35,650 
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, not to exceed $1,000,000 shall 
be available for the payment of attorneys’ 
fees as provided by section 924(d)(2) of title 
18, United States Code, and not to exceed 
$25,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated herein shall be available to inves-
tigate or act upon applications for relief 
from Federal firearms disabilities under sec-
tion 925(c) of title 18, United States Code: 
Provided further, That such funds shall be 
available to investigate and act upon appli-
cations filed by corporations for relief from 
Federal firearms disabilities under section 
925(c) of title 18, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That no funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to 
transfer the functions, missions, or activities 
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives to other agencies or Depart-
ments. 

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Federal Pris-

on System for the administration, operation, 
and maintenance of Federal penal and cor-
rectional institutions, and for the provision 
of technical assistance and advice on correc-
tions related issues to foreign governments, 
$8,392,588,000: Provided, That not less than 
$409,483,000 shall be for the programs and ac-
tivities authorized by the First Step Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–391), of which not less 
than 2 percent shall be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Re-
search, Evaluation and Statistics’’ for the 
National Institute of Justice to carry out 
evaluations of programs and activities re-
lated to the First Step Act of 2018: Provided 
further, That the Attorney General may 
transfer to the Department of Health and 
Human Services such amounts as may be 
necessary for direct expenditures by that De-
partment for medical relief for inmates of 
Federal penal and correctional institutions: 
Provided further, That the Director of the 
Federal Prison System, where necessary, 
may enter into contracts with a fiscal agent 
or fiscal intermediary claims processor to 
determine the amounts payable to persons 
who, on behalf of the Federal Prison System, 
furnish health services to individuals com-
mitted to the custody of the Federal Prison 
System: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$5,400 shall be available for official reception 
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $50,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended for necessary 
operations: Provided further, That, of the 
amounts provided for contract confinement, 
not to exceed $20,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended to make payments in ad-
vance for grants, contracts and reimbursable 
agreements, and other expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the Federal Prison 
System may accept donated property and 
services relating to the operation of the pris-

on card program from a not-for-profit entity 
which has operated such program in the 
past, notwithstanding the fact that such not- 
for-profit entity furnishes services under 
contracts to the Federal Prison System re-
lating to the operation of pre-release serv-
ices, halfway houses, or other custodial fa-
cilities: Provided further, That amounts made 
available under this heading for programs 
and activities related to the First Step Act 
may not be transferred, or otherwise made 
available, to or for administration by the De-
partment of Labor. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For planning, acquisition of sites, and con-

struction of new facilities; purchase and ac-
quisition of facilities and remodeling, and 
equipping of such facilities for penal and cor-
rectional use, including all necessary ex-
penses incident thereto, by contract or force 
account; and constructing, remodeling, and 
equipping necessary buildings and facilities 
at existing penal and correctional institu-
tions, including all necessary expenses inci-
dent thereto, by contract or force account, 
$179,762,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $30,000,000 shall be available 
only for costs related to construction of new 
facilities: Provided, That labor of United 
States prisoners may be used for work per-
formed under this appropriation. 

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
The Federal Prison Industries, Incor-

porated, is hereby authorized to make such 
expenditures within the limits of funds and 
borrowing authority available, and in accord 
with the law, and to make such contracts 
and commitments without regard to fiscal 
year limitations as provided by section 9104 
of title 31, United States Code, as may be 
necessary in carrying out the program set 
forth in the budget for the current fiscal 
year for such corporation. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, 
FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
Not to exceed $2,700,000 of the funds of the 

Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated, 
shall be available for its administrative ex-
penses, and for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, to be 
computed on an accrual basis to be deter-
mined in accordance with the corporation’s 
current prescribed accounting system, and 
such amounts shall be exclusive of deprecia-
tion, payment of claims, and expenditures 
which such accounting system requires to be 
capitalized or charged to cost of commod-
ities acquired or produced, including selling 
and shipping expenses, and expenses in con-
nection with acquisition, construction, oper-
ation, maintenance, improvement, protec-
tion, or disposition of facilities and other 
property belonging to the corporation or in 
which it has an interest. 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND 

PROSECUTION PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance for the preven-
tion and prosecution of violence against 
women, as authorized by the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 
U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); title II 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Indian Civil Rights Act of 
1968’’) (Public Law 90–284) (‘‘the Indian Civil 
Rights Act’’); the Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (Public Law 
103–322) (‘‘the 1994 Act’’); the Victims of 
Child Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) 
(‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the Prosecutorial Remedies 
and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1137 March 5, 2024 
Children Today Act of 2003 (Public Law 108– 
21); the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act of 1974 (34 U.S.C. 11101 et 
seq.) (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the Victims of Traf-
ficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 
(Public Law 106–386) (‘‘the 2000 Act’’); the 
Justice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108– 
405) (‘‘the 2004 Act’’); the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 
2005 Act’’); the Violence Against Women Re-
authorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4) 
(‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–22) 
(‘‘the 2015 Act’’); the Abolish Human Traf-
ficking Act (Public Law 115–392); and the Vi-
olence Against Women Act Reauthorization 
Act of 2022 (division W of Public Law 117–103) 
(‘‘the 2022 Act’’); and for related victims 
services, $713,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which $80,000,000 shall be 
derived by transfer from amounts available 
for obligation in this Act from the Fund es-
tablished by section 1402 of chapter XIV of 
title II of Public Law 98–473 (34 U.S.C. 20101), 
notwithstanding section 1402(d) of such Act 
of 1984, and merged with the amounts other-
wise made available under this heading: Pro-
vided, That except as otherwise provided by 
law, not to exceed 5 percent of funds made 
available under this heading may be used for 
expenses related to evaluation, training, and 
technical assistance: Provided further, That 
of the amount provided— 

(1) $255,000,000 is for grants to combat vio-
lence against women, as authorized by part 
T of the 1968 Act, and any applicable in-
creases for the amount of such grants, as au-
thorized by section 5903 of the James M. 
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2023: Provided, That $10,000,000 
shall be for any such increases under such 
section 5903, which shall apply to fiscal year 
2024 grants funded by amounts provided in 
this paragraph; 

(2) $50,000,000 is for transitional housing as-
sistance grants for victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual as-
sault as authorized by section 40299 of the 
1994 Act; 

(3) $2,500,000 is for the National Institute of 
Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics 
for research, evaluation, and statistics of vi-
olence against women and related issues ad-
dressed by grant programs of the Office on 
Violence Against Women, which shall be 
transferred to ‘‘Research, Evaluation and 
Statistics’’ for administration by the Office 
of Justice Programs; 

(4) $17,000,000 is for a grant program to pro-
vide services to advocate for and respond to 
youth victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking; assist-
ance to children and youth exposed to such 
violence; and assistance to middle and high 
school students through education and other 
services related to such violence, of which 
$3,500,000 is to engage men and youth in pre-
venting domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking: Provided, That 
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by sections 41201, 41204, 
41303, and 41305 of the 1994 Act, prior to its 
amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be avail-
able for this program: Provided further, That 
10 percent of the total amount available for 
this grant program shall be available for 
grants under the program authorized by sec-
tion 2015 of the 1968 Act: Provided further, 
That the definitions and grant conditions in 
section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to 
this program; 

(5) $60,500,000 is for grants to improve the 
criminal justice response as authorized by 
part U of title I of the 1968 Act, of which up 
to $4,000,000 is for a homicide reduction ini-
tiative; up to $4,000,000 is for a domestic vio-
lence lethality reduction initiative; and up 

to $8,000,000 is for an initiative to promote 
effective policing and prosecution responses 
to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking, including evaluation 
of the effectiveness of funded interventions 
(‘‘Policing and Prosecution Initiative’’); 

(6) $78,500,000 is for sexual assault victims 
assistance, as authorized by section 41601 of 
the 1994 Act; 

(7) $50,000,000 is for rural domestic violence 
and child abuse enforcement assistance 
grants, as authorized by section 40295 of the 
1994 Act; 

(8) $25,000,000 is for grants to reduce violent 
crimes against women on campus, as author-
ized by section 304 of the 2005 Act, of which 
$12,500,000 is for grants to Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions, and Tribal colleges and univer-
sities; 

(9) $55,000,000 is for legal assistance for vic-
tims, as authorized by section 1201 of the 2000 
Act; 

(10) $9,000,000 is for enhanced training and 
services to end violence against and abuse of 
women in later life, as authorized by section 
40801 of the 1994 Act; 

(11) $22,000,000 is for grants to support fami-
lies in the justice system, as authorized by 
section 1301 of the 2000 Act: Provided, That 
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by section 1301 of the 2000 
Act and section 41002 of the 1994 Act, prior to 
their amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be 
available for this program; 

(12) $12,000,000 is for education and training 
to end violence against and abuse of women 
with disabilities, as authorized by section 
1402 of the 2000 Act; 

(13) $1,000,000 is for the National Resource 
Center on Workplace Responses to assist vic-
tims of domestic violence, as authorized by 
section 41501 of the 1994 Act; 

(14) $1,000,000 is for analysis and research 
on violence against Indian women, including 
as authorized by section 904 of the 2005 Act: 
Provided, That such funds may be transferred 
to ‘‘Research, Evaluation and Statistics’’ for 
administration by the Office of Justice Pro-
grams; 

(15) $500,000 is for a national clearinghouse 
that provides training and technical assist-
ance on issues relating to sexual assault of 
American Indian and Alaska Native women; 

(16) $11,000,000 is for programs to assist 
Tribal Governments in exercising special 
Tribal criminal jurisdiction, as authorized 
by section 204 of the Indian Civil Rights Act: 
Provided, That the grant conditions in sec-
tion 40002(b) of the 1994 Act shall apply to 
grants made; 

(17) $1,500,000 is for the purposes authorized 
under the 2015 Act; 

(18) $15,000,000 is for a grant program as au-
thorized by section 41801 of the 1994 Act: Pro-
vided, That the definitions and grant condi-
tions in section 109 of the 2022 Act shall 
apply to this program; 

(19) $11,000,000 is for culturally specific 
services for victims, as authorized by section 
121 of the 2005 Act; 

(20) $3,000,000 is for an initiative to support 
cross-designation of tribal prosecutors as 
Tribal Special Assistant United States At-
torneys: Provided, That the definitions and 
grant conditions in section 40002 of the 1994 
Act shall apply to this initiative; 

(21) $1,000,000 is for an initiative to support 
victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking, including 
through the provision of technical assist-
ance, as authorized by section 206 of the 2022 
Act: Provided, That the definitions and grant 
conditions in section 40002 of the 1994 Act 
shall apply to this initiative; 

(22) $2,000,000 is for a National Deaf Serv-
ices Line to provide remote services to Deaf 
victims of domestic violence, dating vio-

lence, sexual assault, and stalking: Provided, 
That the definitions and grant conditions in 
section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to 
this service line; 

(23) $5,000,000 is for grants for outreach and 
services to underserved populations, as au-
thorized by section 120 of the 2005 Act; 

(24) $4,000,000 is for an initiative to provide 
financial assistance to victims, including 
evaluation of the effectiveness of funded 
projects: Provided, That the definitions and 
grant conditions in section 40002 of the 1994 
Act shall apply to this initiative; 

(25) $5,000,000 is for trauma-informed, vic-
tim-centered training for law enforcement, 
and related research and evaluation activi-
ties, as authorized by section 41701 of the 1994 
Act; 

(26) $10,000,000 is for grants to support ac-
cess to sexual assault nurse examinations, as 
authorized by section 304 of title III of the 
2004 Act: Provided, That the grant conditions 
in section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to 
this program; and 

(27) $5,500,000 is for local law enforcement 
grants for prevention, enforcement, and 
prosecution of cybercrimes against individ-
uals, as authorized by section 1401 of the 2022 
Act, and for a National Resource Center on 
Cybercrimes Against Individuals, as author-
ized by section 1402 of the 2022 Act: Provided, 
That the grant conditions in section 40002 of 
the 1994 Act shall apply to this paragraph. 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 

RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by 
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–322) (‘‘the 1994 
Act’’); the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the 
Missing Children’s Assistance Act (34 U.S.C. 
11291 et seq.); the Prosecutorial Remedies 
and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of 
Children Today Act of 2003 (Public Law 108– 
21) (‘‘the PROTECT Act’’); the Justice for All 
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–405); the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647); the 
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
199); the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (Public 
Law 98–473); the Adam Walsh Child Protec-
tion and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109– 
248) (‘‘the Adam Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT 
Our Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401); 
subtitle C of title II of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–296) (‘‘the 
2002 Act’’); the Prison Rape Elimination Act 
of 2003 (Public Law 108–79) (‘‘PREA’’); the 
NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 
(Public Law 110–180); the Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public 
Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Comprehen-
sive Addiction and Recovery Act of 2016 
(Public Law 114–198); the First Step Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–391); and other pro-
grams, $65,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which— 

(1) $35,000,000 is for criminal justice statis-
tics programs and other activities as author-
ized by part C of title I of the 1968 Act; and 

(2) $30,000,000 is for research, development, 
and evaluation programs, and other activi-
ties as authorized by part B of title I of the 
1968 Act and subtitle C of title II of the 2002 
Act, and for activities authorized by or con-
sistent with the First Step Act of 2018, of 
which $1,500,000 is for research on multidisci-
plinary teams, and not less than $1,500,000 is 
for Research and Development in Forensic 
Science for Criminal Justice Purposes 
grants. 
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STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ASSISTANCE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by 
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–322) (‘‘the 
1994 Act’’); the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (Public Law 90–351) 
(‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Justice for All Act of 
2004 (Public Law 108–405); the Victims of 
Child Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) 
(‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 109–164) (‘‘the TVPRA of 2005’’); the 
Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 
2006 (Public Law 109–248) (‘‘the Adam Walsh 
Act’’); the Victims of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Protection Act of 2000 (Public Law 106– 
386) (‘‘the Victims of Trafficking Act’’); the 
NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 
(Public Law 110–180); subtitle C of title II of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public 
Law 107–296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’); the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (Public Law 
108–79) (‘‘PREA’’); the Second Chance Act of 
2007 (Public Law 110–199); the Prioritizing 
Resources and Organization for Intellectual 
Property Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–403); the 
Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (Public Law 98– 
473); the Mentally Ill Offender Treatment 
and Crime Reduction Reauthorization and 
Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 110– 
416); the Violence Against Women Reauthor-
ization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4) (‘‘the 
2013 Act’’); the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–198) 
(‘‘CARA’’); the Justice for All Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–324); Kevin 
and Avonte’s Law (division Q of Public Law 
115–141) (‘‘Kevin and Avonte’s Law’’); the 
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act of 2018 (title 
III of division S of Public Law 115–141) (‘‘the 
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act’’); the STOP 
School Violence Act of 2018 (title V of divi-
sion S of Public Law 115–141) (‘‘the STOP 
School Violence Act’’); the Fix NICS Act of 
2018 (title VI of division S of Public Law 115– 
141); the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant 
Program Authorization Act of 2018 (Public 
Law 115–185); the SUPPORT for Patients and 
Communities Act (Public Law 115–271); the 
Second Chance Reauthorization Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–391); the Matthew Shepard 
and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act (Public Law 111–84); the Ashanti Alert 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–401); the Missing 
Persons and Unidentified Remains Act of 
2019 (Public Law 116–277); the Jabara-Heyer 
NO HATE Act (34 U.S.C. 30507); the Violence 
Against Women Act Reauthorization Act of 
2022 (division W of Public Law 117–103) (‘‘the 
2022 Act’’); and other programs, $2,475,061,000, 
to remain available until expended as fol-
lows— 

(1) $924,061,000 for the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant program as au-
thorized by subpart 1 of part E of title I of 
the 1968 Act (except that section 1001(c), and 
the special rules for Puerto Rico under sec-
tion 505(g), of title I of the 1968 Act shall not 
apply for purposes of this Act), of which, not-
withstanding such subpart 1— 

(A) $13,000,000 is for an Officer Robert Wil-
son III memorial initiative on Preventing 
Violence Against Law Enforcement and En-
suring Officer Resilience and Survivability 
(VALOR); 

(B) $3,000,000 is for the operation, mainte-
nance, and expansion of the National Missing 
and Unidentified Persons System; 

(C) $10,000,000 is for a grant program for 
State and local law enforcement to provide 
officer training on responding to individuals 

with mental illness or disabilities, including 
for purposes described in the Law Enforce-
ment De-Escalation Training Act of 2022 
(Public Law 117–325); 

(D) $3,000,000 is for a student loan repay-
ment assistance program pursuant to section 
952 of Public Law 110–315; 

(E) $15,500,000 is for prison rape prevention 
and prosecution grants to States and units of 
local government, and other programs, as 
authorized by PREA; 

(F) $3,000,000 is for the Missing Americans 
Alert Program (title XXIV of the 1994 Act), 
as amended by Kevin and Avonte’s Law; 

(G) $19,000,000 is for grants authorized 
under the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant 
Authorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115– 
185); 

(H) $12,000,000 is for the Capital Litigation 
Improvement Grant Program, as authorized 
by section 426 of Public Law 108–405, and for 
grants for wrongful conviction review; 

(I) $3,000,000 is for the program specified in 
paragraph (1)(I) under the heading ‘‘State 
and Local Law Enforcement Assistance’’ in 
division B of Public Law 117–328; 

(J) $1,000,000 is for the purposes of the 
Ashanti Alert Communications Network as 
authorized under the Ashanti Alert Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–401); 

(K) $3,500,000 is for a grant program to rep-
licate and support family-based alternative 
sentencing programs; 

(L) $1,000,000 is for a grant program to sup-
port child advocacy training in post-sec-
ondary education; 

(M) $7,000,000 is for a rural violent crime 
initiative, including assistance for law en-
forcement; 

(N) $5,000,000 is for grants authorized under 
the Missing Persons and Unidentified Re-
mains Act of 2019 (Public Law 116–277); 

(O) $1,500,000 is for grants to accredited in-
stitutions of higher education to support fo-
rensic ballistics programs; 

(P) $3,000,000 is for the purposes authorized 
under section 1506 of the 2022 Act; 

(Q) $125,000,000 is for grants for law enforce-
ment activities associated with the presi-
dential nominating conventions in addition 
to amounts provided for such purposes in 
section 222 of this Act; and 

(R) $350,028,000 is for discretionary grants 
to improve the functioning of the criminal 
justice system, to prevent or combat juve-
nile delinquency, and to assist victims of 
crime (other than compensation), which 
shall be made available for the OJP—Byrne 
projects, and in the amounts, specified in the 
table titled ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ included 
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided, That such amounts may not 
be transferred for any other purpose; 

(2) $234,000,000 for the State Criminal Alien 
Assistance Program, as authorized by sec-
tion 241(I)(5) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1231(I)(5)): Provided, That 
no jurisdiction shall request compensation 
for any cost greater than the actual cost for 
Federal immigration and other detainees 
housed in State and local detention facili-
ties; 

(3) $88,000,000 for victim services programs 
for victims of trafficking, as authorized by 
section 107(b)(2) of the Victims of Trafficking 
Act, by the TVPRA of 2005, or programs au-
thorized under Public Law 113–4; 

(4) $12,000,000 for a grant program to pre-
vent and address economic, high technology, 
white collar, and Internet crime, including 
as authorized by section 401 of Public Law 
110–403, of which not less than $2,500,000 is for 
intellectual property enforcement grants in-
cluding as authorized by section 401, and 
$2,000,000 is for grants to develop databases 

on Internet of Things device capabilities and 
to build and execute training modules for 
law enforcement; 

(5) $19,000,000 for sex offender management 
assistance, as authorized by the Adam Walsh 
Act, and related activities; 

(6) $30,000,000 for the Patrick Leahy Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program, as 
authorized by section 2501 of title I of the 
1968 Act: Provided, That $1,500,000 shall be 
transferred directly to the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology’s Office of Law 
Enforcement Standards for research, testing, 
and evaluation programs; 

(7) $1,000,000 for the National Sex Offender 
Public Website; 

(8) $88,000,000 for grants to States to up-
grade criminal and mental health records for 
the National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System, of which no less than 
$25,000,000 shall be for grants made under the 
authorities of the NICS Improvement 
Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–180) 
and Fix NICS Act of 2018; 

(9) $34,000,000 for Paul Coverdell Forensic 
Sciences Improvement Grants under part BB 
of title I of the 1968 Act; 

(10) $153,000,000 for DNA-related and foren-
sic programs and activities, of which— 

(A) $120,000,000 is for the purposes author-
ized under section 2 of the DNA Analysis 
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (Public Law 
106–546) (the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog 
Grant Program): Provided, That up to 4 per-
cent of funds made available under this para-
graph may be used for the purposes described 
in the DNA Training and Education for Law 
Enforcement, Correctional Personnel, and 
Court Officers program (Public Law 108–405, 
section 303); 

(B) $15,000,000 for other local, State, and 
Federal forensic activities; 

(C) $14,000,000 is for the purposes described 
in the Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction 
DNA Testing Grant Program (Public Law 
108–405, section 412); and 

(D) $4,000,000 is for Sexual Assault Forensic 
Exam Program grants, including as author-
ized by section 304 of Public Law 108–405; 

(11) $51,500,000 for community-based grant 
programs to improve the response to sexual 
assault and apply enhanced approaches and 
techniques to reduce violent crime, includ-
ing assistance for investigation and prosecu-
tion of related cold cases; 

(12) $14,000,000 for the court-appointed spe-
cial advocate program, as authorized by sec-
tion 217 of the 1990 Act; 

(13) $50,000,000 for assistance to Indian 
Tribes; 

(14) $117,000,000 for offender reentry pro-
grams and research, as authorized by the 
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
199) and by the Second Chance Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–391), without 
regard to the time limitations specified at 
section 6(1) of such Act, of which not to ex-
ceed— 

(A) $8,000,000 is for a program to improve 
State, local, and Tribal probation or parole 
supervision efforts and strategies; 

(B) $5,000,000 is for children of incarcerated 
parents demonstration programs to enhance 
and maintain parental and family relation-
ships for incarcerated parents as a reentry or 
recidivism reduction strategy; 

(C) $5,000,000 is for additional replication 
sites employing the Project HOPE Oppor-
tunity Probation with Enforcement model 
implementing swift and certain sanctions in 
probation, of which no less than $500,000 shall 
be used for a project that provides training, 
technical assistance, and best practices; and 

(D) $10,000,000 is for a grant program for 
crisis stabilization and community reentry, 
as authorized by the Crisis Stabilization and 
Community Reentry Act of 2020 (Public Law 
116–281): 
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Provided, That up to $7,500,000 of funds made 
available in this paragraph may be used for 
performance-based awards for Pay for Suc-
cess projects, of which up to $5,000,000 shall 
be for Pay for Success programs imple-
menting the Permanent Supportive Housing 
Model and reentry housing; 

(15) $420,000,000 for comprehensive opioid 
use reduction activities, including as author-
ized by CARA, and for the following pro-
grams, which shall address opioid, stimulant, 
and substance use disorders consistent with 
underlying program authorities, of which— 

(A) $89,000,000 is for Drug Courts, as au-
thorized by section 1001(a)(25)(A) of title I of 
the 1968 Act; 

(B) $40,000,000 is for mental health courts 
and adult and juvenile collaboration pro-
gram grants, as authorized by parts V and 
HH of title I of the 1968 Act, and the Men-
tally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Re-
duction Reauthorization and Improvement 
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–416); 

(C) $35,000,000 is for grants for Residential 
Substance Abuse Treatment for State Pris-
oners, as authorized by part S of title I of the 
1968 Act; 

(D) $32,000,000 is for a veterans treatment 
courts program; 

(E) $35,000,000 is for a program to monitor 
prescription drugs and scheduled listed 
chemical products; and 

(F) $189,000,000 is for a comprehensive 
opioid, stimulant, and substance use disorder 
program; 

(16) $2,500,000 for a competitive grant pro-
gram authorized by the Keep Young Athletes 
Safe Act; 

(17) $82,000,000 for grants to be adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance for 
purposes authorized under the STOP School 
Violence Act; 

(18) $3,000,000 for grants to State and local 
law enforcement agencies for the expenses 
associated with the investigation and pros-
ecution of criminal offenses involving civil 
rights, as authorized by the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crimes Reauthorization 
Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–325); 

(19) $17,000,000 for grants to State, local, 
and Tribal law enforcement agencies to con-
duct educational outreach and training on 
hate crimes and to investigate and prosecute 
hate crimes, as authorized by section 4704 of 
the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act (Public Law 111– 
84); 

(20) $9,000,000 for grants specified in para-
graph (20) under the heading ‘‘State and 
Local Law Enforcement Assistance’’ in divi-
sion B of Public Law 117–328; 

(21) $9,000,000 for programs authorized 
under the Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act (34 
U.S.C. 30507); 

(22) $114,000,000 for initiatives to improve 
police-community relations, of which 
$32,000,000 is for a competitive matching 
grant program for purchases of body-worn 
cameras for State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement; $32,000,000 is for a justice rein-
vestment initiative, for activities related to 
criminal justice reform and recidivism re-
duction; and $50,000,000 is for a community 
violence intervention and prevention initia-
tive; and 

(23) $3,000,000 is for emergency law enforce-
ment assistance for events occurring during 
or after fiscal year 2024, as authorized by sec-
tion 609M of the Justice Assistance Act of 
1984 (34 U.S.C. 50101): 
Provided, That, if a unit of local government 
uses any of the funds made available under 
this heading to increase the number of law 
enforcement officers, the unit of local gov-
ernment will achieve a net gain in the num-
ber of law enforcement officers who perform 
non-administrative public sector safety serv-
ice: Provided further, That in the spending 

plan submitted pursuant to section 528 of 
this Act, the Office of Justice Programs shall 
specifically and explicitly identify all 
changes in the administration of competitive 
grant programs for fiscal year 2024, including 
changes to applicant eligibility, priority 
areas or weightings, and the application re-
view process: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
the amount specified in paragraph (1)(Q) is 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-

ments, and other assistance authorized by 
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’); the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 
2005 Act’’); the Missing Children’s Assistance 
Act (34 U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the PROTECT 
Act (Public Law 108–21); the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–647) (‘‘the 
1990 Act’’); the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–248) 
(‘‘the Adam Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT Our 
Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–401); the 
Violence Against Women Reauthorization 
Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–4) (‘‘the 2013 
Act’’); the Justice for All Reauthorization 
Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–324); the Missing 
Children’s Assistance Act of 2018 (Public Law 
115–267); the Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–385); the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984 (chapter XIV of title II of 
Public Law 98–473) (‘‘the 1984 Act’’); the Com-
prehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 
2016 (Public Law 114–198); and other juvenile 
justice programs, $375,000,000, to remain 
available until expended as follows— 

(1) $65,000,000 for programs authorized by 
section 221 of the 1974 Act, and for training 
and technical assistance to assist small, non-
profit organizations with the Federal grants 
process: Provided, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph, $500,000 shall be 
for a competitive demonstration grant pro-
gram to support emergency planning among 
State, local, and Tribal juvenile justice resi-
dential facilities; 

(2) $104,000,000 for youth mentoring grants; 
(3) $55,000,000 for delinquency prevention, 

of which, pursuant to sections 261 and 262 of 
the 1974 Act— 

(A) $4,000,000 shall be for grants to prevent 
trafficking of girls; 

(B) $16,000,000 shall be for the Tribal Youth 
Program; 

(C) $4,500,000 shall be for competitive 
grants focusing on girls in the juvenile jus-
tice system; 

(D) $10,500,000 shall be for an initiative re-
lating to youth affected by opioids, stimu-
lants, and substance use disorder; and 

(E) $9,000,000 shall be for an initiative re-
lating to children exposed to violence; 

(4) $41,000,000 for programs authorized by 
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990; 

(5) $103,000,000 for missing and exploited 
children programs, including as authorized 
by sections 404(b) and 405(a) of the 1974 Act 
(except that section 102(b)(4)(B) of the PRO-
TECT Our Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110–401) shall not apply for purposes of this 
Act); 

(6) $4,500,000 for child abuse training pro-
grams for judicial personnel and practi-
tioners, as authorized by section 222 of the 
1990 Act; and 

(7) $2,500,000 for a program to improve juve-
nile indigent defense: 
Provided, That not more than 10 percent of 
each amount may be used for research, eval-

uation, and statistics activities designed to 
benefit the programs or activities author-
ized: Provided further, That not more than 2 
percent of the amounts designated under 
paragraphs (1) through (3) and (6) may be 
used for training and technical assistance: 
Provided further, That the two preceding pro-
visos shall not apply to grants and projects 
administered pursuant to sections 261 and 262 
of the 1974 Act and to missing and exploited 
children programs. 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payments and expenses authorized 
under section 1001(a)(4) of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968, such sums as are necessary (including 
amounts for administrative costs), to remain 
available until expended; and $34,800,000 for 
payments authorized by section 1201(b) of 
such Act and for educational assistance au-
thorized by section 1218 of such Act, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, 
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require 
additional funding for such disability and 
education payments, the Attorney General 
may transfer such amounts to ‘‘Public Safe-
ty Officer Benefits’’ from available appro-
priations for the Department of Justice as 
may be necessary to respond to such cir-
cumstances: Provided further, That any 
transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso 
shall be treated as a reprogramming under 
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in 
that section. 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 

PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities authorized by the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 (Public Law 103–322); the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the 
1968 Act’’); the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); 
the American Law Enforcement Heroes Act 
of 2017 (Public Law 115–37); the Law Enforce-
ment Mental Health and Wellness Act (Pub-
lic Law 115–113) (‘‘the LEMHW Act’’); the 
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities 
Act (Public Law 115–271); the Supporting and 
Treating Officers In Crisis Act of 2019 (Public 
Law 116–32) (‘‘the STOIC Act’’); and the Law 
Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act of 
2022 (Public Law 117–325), $664,516,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That any balances made available through 
prior year deobligations shall only be avail-
able in accordance with section 505 of this 
Act: Provided further, That of the amount 
provided under this heading— 

(1) $256,168,839 is for grants under section 
1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 10381) 
for the hiring and rehiring of additional ca-
reer law enforcement officers under part Q of 
such title notwithstanding subsection (i) of 
such section: Provided, That, notwith-
standing section 1704(c) of such title (34 
U.S.C. 10384(c)), funding for hiring or rehir-
ing a career law enforcement officer may not 
exceed $125,000 unless the Director of the Of-
fice of Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices grants a waiver from this limitation: 
Provided further, That of the amounts appro-
priated under this paragraph, $34,000,000 is 
for improving Tribal law enforcement, in-
cluding hiring, equipment, training, anti- 
methamphetamine activities, and anti- 
opioid activities: Provided further, That of 
the amounts appropriated under this para-
graph, $44,000,000 is for regional information 
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sharing activities, as authorized by part M of 
title I of the 1968 Act, which shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with ‘‘Research, Eval-
uation, and Statistics’’ for administration by 
the Office of Justice Programs: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts appropriated under 
this paragraph, no less than $4,000,000 is to 
support the Tribal Access Program: Provided 
further, That of the amounts appropriated 
under this paragraph, $10,000,000 is for train-
ing, peer mentoring, mental health program 
activities, and other support services as au-
thorized under the LEMHW Act and the 
STOIC Act: Provided further, That of the 
amounts appropriated under this paragraph, 
$7,500,000 is for the collaborative reform 
model of technical assistance in furtherance 
of section 1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 
U.S.C. 10381); 

(2) $12,000,000 is for activities authorized by 
the POLICE Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–199); 

(3) $16,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
State law enforcement agencies in States 
with high seizures of precursor chemicals, 
finished methamphetamine, laboratories, 
and laboratory dump seizures: Provided, That 
funds appropriated under this paragraph 
shall be utilized for investigative purposes to 
locate or investigate illicit activities, in-
cluding precursor diversion, laboratories, or 
methamphetamine traffickers; 

(4) $35,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
statewide law enforcement agencies in 
States with high rates of primary treatment 
admissions for heroin and other opioids: Pro-
vided, That these funds shall be utilized for 
investigative purposes to locate or inves-
tigate illicit activities, including activities 
related to the distribution of heroin or un-
lawful distribution of prescription opioids, or 
unlawful heroin and prescription opioid traf-
fickers through statewide collaboration; 

(5) $53,000,000 is for competitive grants to 
be administered by the Community Oriented 
Policing Services Office for purposes author-
ized under the STOP School Violence Act 
(title V of division S of Public Law 115–141); 

(6) $25,000,000 is for community policing de-
velopment activities in furtherance of sec-
tion 1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 
10381); 

(7) $247,347,161 is for a law enforcement 
technologies and interoperable communica-
tions program, and related law enforcement 
and public safety equipment, which shall be 
made available for the COPS Tech projects, 
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ included for 
this division in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act): 
Provided, That such amounts may not be 
transferred for any other purpose: Provided 
further, That grants funded by such amounts 
shall not be subject to section 1703 of title I 
of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 10383); and 

(8) $20,000,000 is for activities authorized by 
the Law Enforcement De-Escalation Train-
ing Act of 2022 (Public Law 117–325). 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 201. In addition to amounts otherwise 

made available in this title for official recep-
tion and representation expenses, a total of 
not to exceed $50,000 from funds appropriated 
to the Department of Justice in this title 
shall be available to the Attorney General 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated by 
this title shall be available to pay for an 
abortion, except where the life of the mother 
would be endangered if the fetus were carried 
to term, or in the case of rape or incest: Pro-
vided, That should this prohibition be de-

clared unconstitutional by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, this section shall be null 
and void. 

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated 
under this title shall be used to require any 
person to perform, or facilitate in any way 
the performance of, any abortion. 

SEC. 204. Nothing in the preceding section 
shall remove the obligation of the Director 
of the Bureau of Prisons to provide escort 
services necessary for a female inmate to re-
ceive such service outside the Federal facil-
ity: Provided, That nothing in this section in 
any way diminishes the effect of section 203 
intended to address the philosophical beliefs 
of individual employees of the Bureau of 
Prisons. 

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Department of Justice in 
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided, shall 
be increased by more than 10 percent by any 
such transfers: Provided, That any transfer 
pursuant to this section shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section: Provided fur-
ther, That this section shall not apply to the 
following— 

(1) paragraph 1(R) under the heading 
‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Assist-
ance’’; and 

(2) paragraph (7) under the heading ‘‘Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services Pro-
grams’’. 

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available 
under this title may be used by the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons or the United States Mar-
shals Service for the purpose of transporting 
an individual who is a prisoner pursuant to 
conviction for crime under State or Federal 
law and is classified as a maximum or high 
security prisoner, other than to a prison or 
other facility certified by the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons as appropriately secure for 
housing such a prisoner. 

SEC. 207. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act may be used by Federal prisons 
to purchase cable television services, or to 
rent or purchase audiovisual or electronic 
media or equipment used primarily for rec-
reational purposes. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not preclude the 
rental, maintenance, or purchase of audio-
visual or electronic media or equipment for 
inmate training, religious, or educational 
programs. 

SEC. 208. None of the funds made available 
under this title shall be obligated or ex-
pended for any new or enhanced information 
technology program having total estimated 
development costs in excess of $100,000,000, 
unless the Deputy Attorney General and the 
investment review board certify to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate that the in-
formation technology program has appro-
priate program management controls and 
contractor oversight mechanisms in place, 
and that the program is compatible with the 
enterprise architecture of the Department of 
Justice. 

SEC. 209. The notification thresholds and 
procedures set forth in section 505 of this Act 
shall apply to deviations from the amounts 
designated for specific activities in this Act 
and in the explanatory statement described 
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act), and to any use of 
deobligated balances of funds provided under 
this title in previous years. 

SEC. 210. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used to plan for, begin, con-
tinue, finish, process, or approve a public- 
private competition under the Office of Man-

agement and Budget Circular A–76 or any 
successor administrative regulation, direc-
tive, or policy for work performed by em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons or of Fed-
eral Prison Industries, Incorporated. 

SEC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds shall be available for 
the salary, benefits, or expenses of any 
United States Attorney assigned dual or ad-
ditional responsibilities by the Attorney 
General or his designee that exempt that 
United States Attorney from the residency 
requirements of section 545 of title 28, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 212. At the discretion of the Attorney 
General, and in addition to any amounts 
that otherwise may be available (or author-
ized to be made available) by law, with re-
spect to funds appropriated by this title 
under the headings ‘‘Research, Evaluation 
and Statistics’’, ‘‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Assistance’’, and ‘‘Juvenile Jus-
tice Programs’’— 

(1) up to 2 percent of funds made available 
to the Office of Justice Programs for grant 
or reimbursement programs may be used by 
such Office to provide training and technical 
assistance; and 

(2) up to 2 percent of funds made available 
for grant or reimbursement programs under 
such headings, except for amounts appro-
priated specifically for research, evaluation, 
or statistical programs administered by the 
National Institute of Justice and the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, shall be transferred to 
and merged with funds provided to the Na-
tional Institute of Justice and the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, to be used by them for re-
search, evaluation, or statistical purposes, 
without regard to the authorizations for 
such grant or reimbursement programs. 

This section shall not apply to paragraph 
1(R) under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law 
Enforcement Assistance’’. 

SEC. 213. Upon request by a grantee for 
whom the Attorney General has determined 
there is a fiscal hardship, the Attorney Gen-
eral may, with respect to funds appropriated 
in this or any other Act making appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2021 through 2024 for the 
following programs, waive the following re-
quirements: 

(1) For the adult and juvenile offender 
State and local reentry demonstration 
projects under part FF of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (34 U.S.C. 10631 et seq.), the require-
ments under section 2976(g)(1) of such part 
(34 U.S.C. 10631(g)(1)). 

(2) For grants to protect inmates and safe-
guard communities as authorized by section 
6 of the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 
(34 U.S.C. 30305(c)(3)), the requirements of 
section 6(c)(3) of such Act. 

SEC. 214. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, section 20109(a) of subtitle A of 
title II of the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12109(a)) 
shall not apply to amounts made available 
by this or any other Act. 

SEC. 215. None of the funds made available 
under this Act, other than for the national 
instant criminal background check system 
established under section 103 of the Brady 
Handgun Violence Prevention Act (34 U.S.C. 
40901), may be used by a Federal law enforce-
ment officer to facilitate the transfer of an 
operable firearm to an individual if the Fed-
eral law enforcement officer knows or sus-
pects that the individual is an agent of a 
drug cartel, unless law enforcement per-
sonnel of the United States continuously 
monitor or control the firearm at all times. 

SEC. 216. (a) None of the income retained in 
the Department of Justice Working Capital 
Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102– 
140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be 
available for obligation during fiscal year 
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2024, except up to $12,000,000 may be obli-
gated for implementation of a unified De-
partment of Justice financial management 
system. 

(b) Not to exceed $30,000,000 of the unobli-
gated balances transferred to the capital ac-
count of the Department of Justice Working 
Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public 
Law 102–140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) 
shall be available for obligation in fiscal 
year 2024, and any use, obligation, transfer, 
or allocation of such funds shall be treated 
as a reprogramming of funds under section 
505 of this Act. 

(c) Not to exceed $10,000,000 of the excess 
unobligated balances available under section 
524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United States Code, 
shall be available for obligation during fiscal 
year 2024, and any use, obligation, transfer or 
allocation of such funds shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act. 

SEC. 217. Discretionary funds that are made 
available in this Act for the Office of Justice 
Programs may be used to participate in Per-
formance Partnership Pilots authorized 
under such authorities as have been enacted 
for Performance Partnership Pilots in appro-
priations acts in prior fiscal years and the 
current fiscal year. 

SEC. 218. The Attorney General shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
quarterly reports on the Crime Victims 
Fund, the Working Capital Fund, the Three 
Percent Fund, and the Asset Forfeiture 
Fund. Such quarterly reports shall contain 
at least the same level of information and 
detail for each Fund as was provided to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate in fiscal 
year 2023. 

SEC. 219. None of the funds made available 
under this Act may be used to conduct, con-
tract for, or otherwise support, live tissue 
training, unless the Attorney General issues 
a written, non-delegable determination that 
such training is medically necessary and 
cannot be replicated by alternatives. 

SEC. 220. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of Justice to target or investigate parents 
who peacefully protest at school board meet-
ings and are not suspected of engaging in un-
lawful activity. 

SEC. 221. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to investigate or 
prosecute religious institutions on the basis 
of their religious beliefs. 

SEC. 222. Of the unobligated balances from 
amounts in the fund established by section 
9006(a) of title 26, United States Code, 
$25,000,000 shall be paid to the ‘‘Office of Jus-
tice Programs—State and Local Law En-
forcement Assistance’’ appropriation, to re-
main available until expended, for an addi-
tional amount for grants for law enforce-
ment activities associated with the presi-
dential nominating conventions, under the 
same authorities and conditions as amounts 
made available in paragraph (1)(Q) under the 
heading ‘‘Office of Justice Programs—State 
and Local Law Enforcement Assistance’’ in 
this Act. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Justice Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE III 
SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 
For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Science and Technology Policy, in carrying 
out the purposes of the National Science and 
Technology Policy, Organization, and Prior-
ities Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, and services as 
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, not to exceed $2,250 for official 

reception and representation expenses, and 
rental of conference rooms in the District of 
Columbia, $7,965,000. 

NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL 
For necessary expenses of the National 

Space Council, in carrying out the purposes 
of title V of Public Law 100–685 and Execu-
tive Order No. 13803, hire of passenger motor 
vehicles, and services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, not 
to exceed $2,250 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $1,965,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the National Space Council may accept 
personnel support from Federal agencies, de-
partments, and offices, and such Federal 
agencies, departments, and offices may de-
tail staff without reimbursement to the Na-
tional Space Council for purposes provided 
herein. 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION 

SCIENCE 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 
science research and development activities, 
including research, development, operations, 
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space 
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, 
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of 
mission and administrative aircraft, 
$7,334,200,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

AERONAUTICS 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
nautics research and development activities, 
including research, development, operations, 
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space 
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, 
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of 
mission and administrative aircraft, 
$935,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

SPACE TECHNOLOGY 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 
space technology research and development 
activities, including research, development, 
operations, support, and services; mainte-
nance and repair, facility planning and de-
sign; space flight, spacecraft control, and 
communications activities; program man-
agement; personnel and related costs, includ-
ing uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, 
and operation of mission and administrative 
aircraft, $1,100,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

EXPLORATION 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of ex-
ploration research and development activi-
ties, including research, development, oper-
ations, support, and services; maintenance 
and repair, facility planning and design; 
space flight, spacecraft control, and commu-
nications activities; program management; 

personnel and related costs, including uni-
forms or allowances therefor, as authorized 
by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United 
States Code; travel expenses; purchase and 
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and pur-
chase, lease, charter, maintenance, and oper-
ation of mission and administrative aircraft, 
$7,666,200,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$450,000,000 is designated by the Congress as 
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985: Provided further, That the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall 
provide to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, concurrent with the annual 
budget submission, a 5-year budget profile 
for an integrated system that includes the 
Space Launch System, the Orion Multi-Pur-
pose Crew Vehicle, and associated ground 
systems that will ensure a crewed launch as 
early as possible. 

SPACE OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 
space operations research and development 
activities, including research, development, 
operations, support and services; space 
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities, including operations, pro-
duction, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; program 
management; personnel and related costs, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, 
and operation of mission and administrative 
aircraft, $4,220,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS ENGAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
space and aeronautical education research 
and development activities, including re-
search, development, operations, support, 
and services; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, 
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of 
mission and administrative aircraft, 
$143,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, of which $26,000,000 shall be 
for the Established Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research and $58,000,000 shall be 
for the National Space Grant College and 
Fellowship Program. 

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-

vided for, in the conduct and support of 
science, aeronautics, space technology, ex-
ploration, space operations and education re-
search and development activities, including 
research, development, operations, support, 
and services; maintenance and repair, facil-
ity planning and design; space flight, space-
craft control, and communications activi-
ties; program management; personnel and re-
lated costs, including uniforms or allowances 
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 
5902 of title 5, United States Code; travel ex-
penses; purchase and hire of passenger motor 
vehicles; not to exceed $63,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses; and 
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and 
operation of mission and administrative air-
craft, $3,129,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2025: Provided, That if avail-
able balances in the ‘‘Science, Space, and 
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Technology Education Trust Fund’’ are not 
sufficient to provide for the grant disburse-
ments required under the third and fourth 
provisos under such heading in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development- 
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1989 (Public Law 100–404) as amended by the 
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1995 
(Public Law 103–327), up to $1,000,000 shall be 
available from amounts made available 
under this heading to make such grant dis-
bursements: Provided further, That of the 
amounts appropriated under this heading, 
$56,673,000 shall be made available for the 
SSMS projects, and in the amounts, specified 
in the table titled ‘‘Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ 
included for this division in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided further, That the amounts 
made available for the projects referenced in 
the preceding proviso may not be transferred 
for any other purpose. 

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION 

For necessary expenses for construction of 
facilities including repair, rehabilitation, re-
vitalization, and modification of facilities, 
construction of new facilities and additions 
to existing facilities, facility planning and 
design, and restoration, and acquisition or 
condemnation of real property, as authorized 
by law, and environmental compliance and 
restoration, $300,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2029: Provided, That of 
the amounts made available under this head-
ing, $250,000,000 is designated by the Congress 
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985: Provided further, That proceeds 
from leases deposited into this account shall 
be available for a period of 5 years to the ex-
tent and in amounts as provided in annual 
appropriations Acts: Provided further, That 
such proceeds referred to in the preceding 
proviso shall be available for obligation for 
fiscal year 2024 in an amount not to exceed 
$30,000,000: Provided further, That each annual 
budget request shall include an annual esti-
mate of gross receipts and collections and 
proposed use of all funds collected pursuant 
to section 20145 of title 51, United States 
Code. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $47,600,000, of which 
$500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Funds for any announced prize otherwise 
authorized shall remain available, without 
fiscal year limitation, until a prize is 
claimed or the offer is withdrawn. 

Not to exceed 10 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal 
year for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in this Act may be trans-
ferred between such appropriations, but no 
such appropriation, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, shall be increased by more 
than 20 percent by any such transfers. Any 
funds transferred to ‘‘Construction and Envi-
ronmental Compliance and Restoration’’ for 
construction activities shall not increase 
that account by more than 20 percent. Bal-
ances so transferred shall be merged with 
and available for the same purposes and the 
same time period as the appropriations to 
which transferred. Any transfer pursuant to 
this provision shall be treated as a re-

programming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section. 

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-
tion provided for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration under previous ap-
propriations Acts that remains available for 
obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2024 
may be transferred between such appropria-
tions, but no such appropriation, except as 
otherwise specifically provided, shall be in-
creased by more than 10 percent by any such 
transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this pro-
vision shall retain its original availability 
and shall be treated as a reprogramming of 
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall 
not be available for obligation except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in 
that section. 

The spending plan required by this Act 
shall be provided by the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration at the 
theme, program, project, and activity level. 
The spending plan, as well as any subsequent 
change of an amount established in that 
spending plan that meets the notification re-
quirements of section 505 of this Act, shall be 
treated as a reprogramming under section 
505 of this Act and shall not be available for 
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that 
section. 

Not more than 20 percent or $50,000,000, 
whichever is less, of the amounts made avail-
able in the current-year Construction and 
Environmental Compliance and Restoration 
(CECR) appropriation may be applied to 
CECR projects funded under previous years’ 
CECR appropriations. Use of current-year 
funds under this provision shall be treated as 
a reprogramming of funds under section 505 
of this Act and shall not be available for ob-
ligation except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section. 

Of the amounts made available in this Act 
under the heading ‘‘Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics Engagement’’ 
(‘‘STEM Engagement’’), up to $5,000,000 shall 
be available to jointly fund, with an addi-
tional amount of up to $1,000,000 each from 
amounts made available in this Act under 
the headings ‘‘Science’’, ‘‘Aeronautics’’, 
‘‘Space Technology’’, ‘‘Exploration’’, and 
‘‘Space Operations’’, projects and activities 
for engaging students in STEM and increas-
ing STEM research capacities of univer-
sities, including Minority Serving Institu-
tions. 

Not to exceed $32,600,000 made available for 
the current fiscal year in this Act within 
‘‘Safety, Security and Mission Services’’ 
may be transferred to the Working Capital 
Fund of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. Balances so transferred 
shall be available until expended only for ac-
tivities described in section 30102(b)(3) of 
title 51, United States Code, as amended by 
this Act, and shall remain available until ex-
pended. Any transfer pursuant to this provi-
sion shall be treated as a reprogramming of 
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall 
not be available for obligation except in 
compliance with the procedures set forth in 
that section. 

Funds previously made available in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 115–31) under the heading ‘‘National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration— 
Space Operations’’ that were available for 
obligation through fiscal year 2018 are to re-
main available through fiscal year 2027 for 
the liquidation of valid obligations incurred 
in fiscal years 2017 and 2018. 

Funds previously made available in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–141) under the heading ‘‘National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration— 

Space Operations’’ that were available for 
obligation through fiscal year 2019 are to re-
main available through fiscal year 2027 for 
the liquidation of valid obligations incurred 
in fiscal years 2018 and 2019. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out the 
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), and Public Law 86–209 (42 
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.); services as authorized by 
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code; 
maintenance and operation of aircraft and 
purchase of flight services for research sup-
port; acquisition of aircraft; and authorized 
travel; $7,176,500,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That of 
the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing, not to exceed $680,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for polar research 
and operations support, and for reimburse-
ment to other Federal agencies for oper-
ational and science support and logistical 
and other related activities for the United 
States Antarctic program: Provided further, 
That of the amounts in the preceding pro-
viso, not less than $109,310,000 shall be for 
U.S. Antarctic Logistical Support: Provided 
further, That receipts for scientific support 
services and materials furnished by the Na-
tional Research Centers and other National 
Science Foundation supported research fa-
cilities may be credited to this appropria-
tion. 

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES 
CONSTRUCTION 

For necessary expenses for the acquisition, 
construction, commissioning, and upgrading 
of major research equipment, facilities, and 
other such capital assets pursuant to the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including authorized 
travel, $234,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of the amounts 
made available under this heading, 
$234,000,000 is designated by the Congress as 
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985. 

STEM EDUCATION 
For necessary expenses in carrying out 

science, mathematics, and engineering edu-
cation and human resources programs and 
activities pursuant to the National Science 
Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et 
seq.), including services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, au-
thorized travel, and rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia, 
$1,172,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 
AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT 

For agency operations and award manage-
ment necessary in carrying out the National 
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 
1861 et seq.); services authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code; hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; uniforms or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 
and 5902 of title 5, United States Code; rental 
of conference rooms in the District of Co-
lumbia; and reimbursement of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for security 
guard services; $448,000,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $8,280 is for official reception 
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That contracts may be entered into 
under this heading in fiscal year 2024 for 
maintenance and operation of facilities and 
for other services to be provided during the 
next fiscal year. 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 
For necessary expenses (including payment 

of salaries, authorized travel, hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia, 
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and the employment of experts and consult-
ants under section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code) involved in carrying out section 
4 of the National Science Foundation Act of 
1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863) and Public Law 86–209 (42 
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.), $5,090,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $2,500 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General as authorized by the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $24,410,000, of which 
$1,300,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal 
year for the National Science Foundation in 
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation shall 
be increased by more than 10 percent by any 
such transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be treated as a reprogram-
ming of funds under section 505 of this Act 
and shall not be available for obligation ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section. 

The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) shall notify the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate at least 30 days in ad-
vance of any planned divestment through 
transfer, decommissioning, termination, or 
deconstruction of any NSF-owned facilities 
or any NSF capital assets (including land, 
structures, and equipment) valued greater 
than $2,500,000. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Science Ap-
propriations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE IV 

RELATED AGENCIES 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Commission 
on Civil Rights, including hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, $14,350,000: Provided, That 
none of the funds appropriated in this para-
graph may be used to employ any individuals 
under Schedule C of subpart C of part 213 of 
title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations ex-
clusive of one special assistant for each Com-
missioner: Provided further, That none of the 
funds appropriated in this paragraph shall be 
used to reimburse Commissioners for more 
than 75 billable days, with the exception of 
the chairperson, who is permitted 125 billable 
days: Provided further, That the Chair may 
accept and use any gift or donation to carry 
out the work of the Commission: Provided 
further, That none of the funds appropriated 
in this paragraph shall be used for any activ-
ity or expense that is not explicitly author-
ized by section 3 of the Civil Rights Commis-
sion Act of 1983 (42 U.S.C. 1975a): Provided 
further, That notwithstanding the preceding 
proviso, $2,000,000 shall be used to separately 
fund the Commission on the Social Status of 
Black Men and Boys. 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission as au-
thorized by title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employ-
ment Act of 1967, the Equal Pay Act of 1963, 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
section 501 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
the Civil Rights Act of 1991, the Genetic In-
formation Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of 
2008 (Public Law 110–233), the ADA Amend-
ments Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–325), and 
the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 

(Public Law 111–2), including services as au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code; hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles as authorized by section 1343(b) of title 
31, United States Code; nonmonetary awards 
to private citizens; and up to $31,500,000 for 
payments to State and local enforcement 
agencies for authorized services to the Com-
mission, $455,000,000: Provided, That the Com-
mission is authorized to make available for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $2,250 from available 
funds: Provided further, That the Commission 
may take no action to implement any work-
force repositioning, restructuring, or reorga-
nization until such time as the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate have been notified of 
such proposals, in accordance with the re-
programming requirements of section 505 of 
this Act: Provided further, That the Chair 
may accept and use any gift or donation to 
carry out the work of the Commission. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Inter-
national Trade Commission, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles and services as 
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, and not to exceed $2,250 for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses, 
$122,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 
PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES 

CORPORATION 
For payment to the Legal Services Cor-

poration to carry out the purposes of the 
Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974, 
$560,000,000, of which $516,100,000 is for basic 
field programs and required independent au-
dits; $5,700,000 is for the Office of Inspector 
General, of which such amounts as may be 
necessary may be used to conduct additional 
audits of recipients; $26,200,000 is for manage-
ment and grants oversight; $5,000,000 is for 
client self-help and information technology; 
$5,000,000 is for a Pro Bono Innovation Fund; 
and $2,000,000 is for loan repayment assist-
ance: Provided, That the Legal Services Cor-
poration may continue to provide locality 
pay to officers and employees at a rate no 
greater than that provided by the Federal 
Government to Washington, DC-based em-
ployees as authorized by section 5304 of title 
5, United States Code, notwithstanding sec-
tion 1005(d) of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 2996d(d)): Provided further, 
That the authorities provided in section 205 
of this Act shall be applicable to the Legal 
Services Corporation: Provided further, That, 
for the purposes of section 505 of this Act, 
the Legal Services Corporation shall be con-
sidered an agency of the United States Gov-
ernment. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION—LEGAL SERVICES 

CORPORATION 
None of the funds appropriated in this Act 

to the Legal Services Corporation shall be 
expended for any purpose prohibited or lim-
ited by, or contrary to any of the provisions 
of, sections 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, and 506 of 
Public Law 105–119, and all funds appro-
priated in this Act to the Legal Services Cor-
poration shall be subject to the same terms 
and conditions set forth in such sections, ex-
cept that all references in sections 502 and 
503 to 1997 and 1998 shall be deemed to refer 
instead to 2023 and 2024, respectively: Pro-
vided, That for the purposes of applications 
of such sections 501 and 502, any requirement 
relating to the proportion of attorneys serv-
ing on the governing body of an entity pro-
viding legal assistance shall be deemed to be 
satisfied if at least 33 percent of such gov-
erning body is composed of attorneys other-

wise meeting the criteria established by sec-
tion 1007(c) of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 2996f(c)), and section 
502(2)(b)(ii) of Public Law 104–134 shall not 
apply. 

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Marine 
Mammal Commission as authorized by title 
II of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), $4,500,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

United States Trade Representative, includ-
ing the hire of passenger motor vehicles and 
the employment of experts and consultants 
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, 
United States Code, $59,000,000, of which 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the total amount 
made available under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $124,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 

TRADE ENFORCEMENT TRUST FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For activities of the United States Trade 
Representative authorized by section 611 of 
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4405), including 
transfers, $15,000,000, to be derived from the 
Trade Enforcement Trust Fund: Provided, 
That any transfer pursuant to subsection 
(d)(1) of such section shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act. 

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the State Jus-
tice Institute, as authorized by the State 
Justice Institute Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10701 
et seq.) $7,640,000, of which $500,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $2,250 shall be 
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided further, That, for 
the purposes of section 505 of this Act, the 
State Justice Institute shall be considered 
an agency of the United States Government. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF 
FUNDS) 

SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be used for publicity 
or propaganda purposes not authorized by 
the Congress. 

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 503. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, pursuant 
to section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
shall be limited to those contracts where 
such expenditures are a matter of public 
record and available for public inspection, 
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order 
issued pursuant to existing law. 

SEC. 504. If any provision of this Act or the 
application of such provision to any person 
or circumstances shall be held invalid, the 
remainder of the Act and the application of 
each provision to persons or circumstances 
other than those as to which it is held in-
valid shall not be affected thereby. 

SEC. 505. None of the funds provided under 
this Act, or provided under previous appro-
priations Acts to the agencies funded by this 
Act that remain available for obligation or 
expenditure in fiscal year 2024, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury of the 
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United States derived by the collection of 
fees available to the agencies funded by this 
Act, shall be available for obligation or ex-
penditure through a reprogramming of funds 
that: (1) creates or initiates a new program, 
project, or activity; (2) eliminates a pro-
gram, project, or activity; (3) increases funds 
or personnel by any means for any project or 
activity for which funds have been denied or 
restricted; (4) relocates an office or employ-
ees; (5) reorganizes or renames offices, pro-
grams, or activities; (6) contracts out or 
privatizes any functions or activities pres-
ently performed by Federal employees; (7) 
augments existing programs, projects, or ac-
tivities in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent, 
whichever is less, or reduces by 10 percent 
funding for any program, project, or activ-
ity, or numbers of personnel by 10 percent; or 
(8) results from any general savings, includ-
ing savings from a reduction in personnel, 
which would result in a change in existing 
programs, projects, or activities as approved 
by Congress; unless the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations are notified 
15 days in advance of such reprogramming of 
funds. 

SEC. 506. (a) If it has been finally deter-
mined by a court or Federal agency that any 
person intentionally affixed a label bearing a 
‘‘Made in America’’ inscription, or any in-
scription with the same meaning, to any 
product sold in or shipped to the United 
States that is not made in the United States, 
the person shall be ineligible to receive any 
contract or subcontract made with funds 
made available in this Act, pursuant to the 
debarment, suspension, and ineligibility pro-
cedures described in sections 9.400 through 
9.409 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b)(1) To the extent practicable, with re-
spect to authorized purchases of promotional 
items, funds made available by this Act shall 
be used to purchase items that are manufac-
tured, produced, or assembled in the United 
States, its territories or possessions. 

(2) The term ‘‘promotional items’’ has the 
meaning given the term in OMB Circular A– 
87, Attachment B, Item (1)(f)(3). 

SEC. 507. (a) The Departments of Commerce 
and Justice, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration shall provide to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a quar-
terly report on the status of balances of ap-
propriations at the account level. For unob-
ligated, uncommitted balances and unobli-
gated, committed balances the quarterly re-
ports shall separately identify the amounts 
attributable to each source year of appro-
priation from which the balances were de-
rived. For balances that are obligated, but 
unexpended, the quarterly reports shall sepa-
rately identify amounts by the year of obli-
gation. 

(b) The report described in subsection (a) 
shall be submitted within 30 days of the end 
of each quarter. 

(c) If a department or agency is unable to 
fulfill any aspect of a reporting requirement 
described in subsection (a) due to a limita-
tion of a current accounting system, the de-
partment or agency shall fulfill such aspect 
to the maximum extent practicable under 
such accounting system and shall identify 
and describe in each quarterly report the ex-
tent to which such aspect is not fulfilled. 

SEC. 508. Any costs incurred by a depart-
ment or agency funded under this Act result-
ing from, or to prevent, personnel actions 
taken in response to funding reductions in-
cluded in this Act shall be absorbed within 
the total budgetary resources available to 
such department or agency: Provided, That 
the authority to transfer funds between ap-
propriations accounts as may be necessary 
to carry out this section is provided in addi-

tion to authorities included elsewhere in this 
Act: Provided further, That use of funds to 
carry out this section shall be treated as a 
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of 
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure except in compliance 
with the procedures set forth in that section: 
Provided further, That for the Department of 
Commerce, this section shall also apply to 
actions taken for the care and protection of 
loan collateral or grant property. 

SEC. 509. None of the funds provided by this 
Act shall be available to promote the sale or 
export of tobacco or tobacco products, or to 
seek the reduction or removal by any foreign 
country of restrictions on the marketing of 
tobacco or tobacco products, except for re-
strictions which are not applied equally to 
all tobacco or tobacco products of the same 
type. 

SEC. 510. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, amounts deposited or available 
in the Fund established by section 1402 of 
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98–473 
(34 U.S.C. 20101) in any fiscal year in excess 
of $1,353,000,000 shall not be available for ob-
ligation until the following fiscal year: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 1402(d) 
of such Act, of the amounts available from 
the Fund for obligation: (1) $10,000,000 shall 
be transferred to the Department of Justice 
Office of Inspector General and remain avail-
able until expended for oversight and audit-
ing purposes associated with this section; 
and (2) 5 percent shall be available to the Of-
fice for Victims of Crime for grants, con-
sistent with the requirements of the Victims 
of Crime Act, to Indian Tribes to improve 
services for victims of crime. 

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available 
to the Department of Justice in this Act 
may be used to discriminate against or deni-
grate the religious or moral beliefs of stu-
dents who participate in programs for which 
financial assistance is provided from those 
funds, or of the parents or legal guardians of 
such students. 

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act. 

SEC. 513. (a) The Inspectors General of the 
Department of Commerce, the Department 
of Justice, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, the National Science 
Foundation, and the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall conduct audits, pursuant to the In-
spector General Act (5 U.S.C. App.), of grants 
or contracts for which funds are appro-
priated by this Act, and shall submit reports 
to Congress on the progress of such audits, 
which may include preliminary findings and 
a description of areas of particular interest, 
within 180 days after initiating such an audit 
and every 180 days thereafter until any such 
audit is completed. 

(b) Within 60 days after the date on which 
an audit described in subsection (a) by an In-
spector General is completed, the Secretary, 
Attorney General, Administrator, Director, 
or President, as appropriate, shall make the 
results of the audit available to the public on 
the Internet website maintained by the De-
partment, Administration, Foundation, or 
Corporation, respectively. The results shall 
be made available in redacted form to ex-
clude— 

(1) any matter described in section 552(b) of 
title 5, United States Code; and 

(2) sensitive personal information for any 
individual, the public access to which could 
be used to commit identity theft or for other 
inappropriate or unlawful purposes. 

(c) Any person awarded a grant or contract 
funded by amounts appropriated by this Act 

shall submit a statement to the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Attorney General, the Ad-
ministrator, Director, or President, as appro-
priate, certifying that no funds derived from 
the grant or contract will be made available 
through a subcontract or in any other man-
ner to another person who has a financial in-
terest in the person awarded the grant or 
contract. 

(d) The provisions of the preceding sub-
sections of this section shall take effect 30 
days after the date on which the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, in 
consultation with the Director of the Office 
of Government Ethics, determines that a 
uniform set of rules and requirements, sub-
stantially similar to the requirements in 
such subsections, consistently apply under 
the executive branch ethics program to all 
Federal departments, agencies, and entities. 

SEC. 514. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available under this Act 
may be used by the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, or the National 
Science Foundation to acquire a high-impact 
or moderate-impact information system, as 
defined for security categorization in the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology’s (NIST) Federal Information Proc-
essing Standard Publication 199, ‘‘Standards 
for Security Categorization of Federal Infor-
mation and Information Systems’’ unless the 
agency has— 

(1) reviewed the supply chain risk for the 
information systems against criteria devel-
oped by NIST and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) to inform acquisition deci-
sions for high-impact and moderate-impact 
information systems within the Federal Gov-
ernment; 

(2) reviewed the supply chain risk from the 
presumptive awardee against available and 
relevant threat information provided by the 
FBI and other appropriate agencies; and 

(3) in consultation with the FBI or other 
appropriate Federal entity, conducted an as-
sessment of any risk of cyber-espionage or 
sabotage associated with the acquisition of 
such system, including any risk associated 
with such system being produced, manufac-
tured, or assembled by one or more entities 
identified by the United States Government 
as posing a cyber threat, including but not 
limited to, those that may be owned, di-
rected, or subsidized by the People’s Repub-
lic of China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or 
the Russian Federation. 

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available under this Act may be 
used to acquire a high-impact or moderate- 
impact information system reviewed and as-
sessed under subsection (a) unless the head 
of the assessing entity described in sub-
section (a) has— 

(1) developed, in consultation with NIST, 
the FBI, and supply chain risk management 
experts, a mitigation strategy for any identi-
fied risks; 

(2) determined, in consultation with NIST 
and the FBI, that the acquisition of such sys-
tem is in the national interest of the United 
States; and 

(3) reported that determination to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate and the 
agency Inspector General. 

SEC. 515. None of the funds made available 
in this Act shall be used in any way whatso-
ever to support or justify the use of torture 
by any official or contract employee of the 
United States Government. 

SEC. 516. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to include in any 
new bilateral or multilateral trade agree-
ment the text of— 

(1) paragraph 2 of article 16.7 of the United 
States–Singapore Free Trade Agreement; 
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(2) paragraph 4 of article 17.9 of the United 

States–Australia Free Trade Agreement; or 
(3) paragraph 4 of article 15.9 of the United 

States–Morocco Free Trade Agreement. 
SEC. 517. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used to authorize or issue 
a national security letter in contravention of 
any of the following laws authorizing the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to issue na-
tional security letters: The Right to Finan-
cial Privacy Act of 1978; The Electronic Com-
munications Privacy Act of 1986; The Fair 
Credit Reporting Act; The National Security 
Act of 1947; USA PATRIOT Act; USA FREE-
DOM Act of 2015; and the laws amended by 
these Acts. 

SEC. 518. If at any time during any quarter, 
the program manager of a project within the 
jurisdiction of the Departments of Com-
merce or Justice, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, or the National 
Science Foundation totaling more than 
$75,000,000 has reasonable cause to believe 
that the total program cost has increased by 
10 percent or more, the program manager 
shall immediately inform the respective Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director. The Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director shall no-
tify the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations within 30 days in writing of 
such increase, and shall include in such no-
tice: the date on which such determination 
was made; a statement of the reasons for 
such increases; the action taken and pro-
posed to be taken to control future cost 
growth of the project; changes made in the 
performance or schedule milestones and the 
degree to which such changes have contrib-
uted to the increase in total program costs 
or procurement costs; new estimates of the 
total project or procurement costs; and a 
statement validating that the project’s man-
agement structure is adequate to control 
total project or procurement costs. 

SEC. 519. Funds appropriated by this Act, 
or made available by the transfer of funds in 
this Act, for intelligence or intelligence re-
lated activities are deemed to be specifically 
authorized by the Congress for purposes of 
section 504 of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094) during fiscal year 2024 
until the enactment of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2024. 

SEC. 520. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to enter into a contract in an amount 
greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in 
excess of such amount unless the prospective 
contractor or grantee certifies in writing to 
the agency awarding the contract or grant 
that, to the best of its knowledge and belief, 
the contractor or grantee has filed all Fed-
eral tax returns required during the three 
years preceding the certification, has not 
been convicted of a criminal offense under 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and has 
not, more than 90 days prior to certification, 
been notified of any unpaid Federal tax as-
sessment for which the liability remains 
unsatisfied, unless the assessment is the sub-
ject of an installment agreement or offer in 
compromise that has been approved by the 
Internal Revenue Service and is not in de-
fault, or the assessment is the subject of a 
non-frivolous administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
SEC. 521. (a) Of the unobligated balances 

available to the Department of Commerce, 
the following funds are hereby permanently 
rescinded, not later than September 30, 2024, 
from the following accounts in the specified 
amounts— 

(1) ‘‘Economic Development Administra-
tion—Economic Development Assistance 
Programs’’, $35,000,000, only from prior year 
appropriations; 

(2) ‘‘Census Working Capital Fund’’, 
$10,000,000; 

(3) ‘‘National Institute of Standards and 
Technology—Working Capital Fund’’, 
$10,000,000; 

(4) ‘‘Nonrecurring Expenses Fund’’, 
$12,440,000,000, only from amounts appro-
priated by section 101(e) of the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118–5); 
and 

(5) ‘‘Departmental Management—Working 
Capital Fund’’, $10,000,000. 

(b) Of the unobligated balances from prior 
year appropriations available to the Depart-
ment of Justice, the following funds are 
hereby permanently rescinded, not later 
than September 30, 2024, from the following 
accounts in the specified amounts— 

(1) ‘‘Federal Bureau of Investigation—Sala-
ries and Expenses’’, $367,700,000; 

(2) ‘‘Federal Prison System—Buildings and 
Facilities’’, $19,000,000; 

(3) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Office on Violence Against 
Women—Violence Against Women Preven-
tion and Prosecution Programs’’, $5,000,000; 

(4) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Office of Justice Programs’’, 
$120,000,000; and 

(5) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices’’, $15,000,000. 

(c) Of the unobligated balances available to 
the Department of Justice, the following 
funds are hereby permanently rescinded, not 
later than September 30, 2024, from the fol-
lowing accounts in the specified amounts— 

(1) ‘‘Working Capital Fund’’, $131,572,000; 
and 

(2) ‘‘Legal Activities—Assets Forfeiture 
Fund’’, $500,000,000. 

(d) The Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate a report no later than Sep-
tember 1, 2024, specifying the amount of each 
rescission made pursuant to subsections (a), 
(b), and (c). 

(e) The amounts rescinded in subsections 
(a), (b), and (c) shall not be from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency or disaster relief requirement 
pursuant to the concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

(f) The amounts rescinded pursuant to sub-
sections (b) and (c) shall not be from— 

(1) amounts provided under subparagraph 
(Q) of paragraph (1) under the heading ‘‘State 
and Local Law Enforcement Activities—Of-
fice of Justice Programs—State and Local 
Law Enforcement Assistance’’ in title II of 
division B of Public Law 117–103 or Public 
Law 117–328; or 

(2) amounts provided under paragraph (7) 
under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Activities—Community Oriented 
Policing Services—Community Oriented Po-
licing Services Programs’’ in title II of divi-
sion B of Public Law 117–103 or Public Law 
117–328. 

SEC. 522. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to purchase first 
class or premium airline travel in contraven-
tion of sections 301–10.122 through 301–10.124 
of title 41 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 523. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to send or otherwise 
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees from a Federal department or agen-
cy, who are stationed in the United States, 
at any single conference occurring outside 
the United States unless— 

(1) such conference is a law enforcement 
training or operational conference for law 
enforcement personnel and the majority of 
Federal employees in attendance are law en-
forcement personnel stationed outside the 
United States; or 

(2) such conference is a scientific con-
ference and the department or agency head 
determines that such attendance is in the 
national interest and notifies the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate within at least 
15 days of that determination and the basis 
for that determination. 

SEC. 524. The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall instruct any de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States receiving funds appropriated 
under this Act to track undisbursed balances 
in expired grant accounts and include in its 
annual performance plan and performance 
and accountability reports the following: 

(1) Details on future action the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality will take 
to resolve undisbursed balances in expired 
grant accounts. 

(2) The method that the department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality uses to track 
undisbursed balances in expired grant ac-
counts. 

(3) Identification of undisbursed balances 
in expired grant accounts that may be re-
turned to the Treasury of the United States. 

(4) In the preceding 3 fiscal years, details 
on the total number of expired grant ac-
counts with undisbursed balances (on the 
first day of each fiscal year) for the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality and the 
total finances that have not been obligated 
to a specific project remaining in the ac-
counts. 

SEC. 525. To the extent practicable, funds 
made available in this Act should be used to 
purchase light bulbs that are ‘‘Energy Star’’ 
qualified or have the ‘‘Federal Energy Man-
agement Program’’ designation. 

SEC. 526. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA), the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy (OSTP), or the National Space 
Council (NSC) to develop, design, plan, pro-
mulgate, implement, or execute a bilateral 
policy, program, order, or contract of any 
kind to participate, collaborate, or coordi-
nate bilaterally in any way with China or 
any Chinese-owned company unless such ac-
tivities are specifically authorized by a law 
enacted after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(b) None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to effectuate the 
hosting of official Chinese visitors at facili-
ties belonging to or utilized by NASA. 

(c) The limitations described in sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall not apply to activi-
ties which NASA, OSTP, or NSC, after con-
sultation with the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, have certified— 

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer 
of technology, data, or other information 
with national security or economic security 
implications to China or a Chinese-owned 
company; and 

(2) will not involve knowing interactions 
with officials who have been determined by 
the United States to have direct involvement 
with violations of human rights. 

(d) Any certification made under sub-
section (c) shall be submitted to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, no later 
than 30 days prior to the activity in question 
and shall include a description of the purpose 
of the activity, its agenda, its major partici-
pants, and its location and timing. 

SEC. 527. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
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State, Tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, adjudication, or 
other law enforcement- or victim assistance- 
related activity. 

SEC. 528. The Departments of Commerce 
and Justice, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, the National Science 
Foundation, the Commission on Civil Rights, 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, the International Trade Commis-
sion, the Legal Services Corporation, the 
Marine Mammal Commission, the Offices of 
Science and Technology Policy and the 
United States Trade Representative, the Na-
tional Space Council, and the State Justice 
Institute shall submit spending plans, signed 
by the respective department or agency 
head, to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate not later than 45 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 529. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this 
Act may be used to pay award or incentive 
fees for contractor performance that has 
been judged to be below satisfactory per-
formance or for performance that does not 
meet the basic requirements of a contract. 

SEC. 530. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 7606 (‘‘Legitimacy of Industrial Hemp 
Research’’) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 
(Public Law 113–79) by the Department of 
Justice or the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration. 

SEC. 531. None of the funds made available 
under this Act to the Department of Justice 
may be used, with respect to any of the 
States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
vada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mex-
ico, New York, North Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, 
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming, or with respect to the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, the United 
States Virgin Islands, Guam, or Puerto Rico, 
to prevent any of them from implementing 
their own laws that authorize the use, dis-
tribution, possession, or cultivation of med-
ical marijuana. 

SEC. 532. The Department of Commerce, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, and the National Science Founda-
tion shall provide a quarterly report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate on any of-
ficial travel to China by any employee of 
such Department or agency, including the 
purpose of such travel. 

SEC. 533. Of the amounts made available by 
this Act, not less than 10 percent of each 
total amount provided, respectively, for Pub-
lic Works grants authorized by the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 and grants authorized by section 27 of 
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722) shall be allo-
cated for assistance in persistent poverty 
counties: Provided, That for purposes of this 
section, the term ‘‘persistent poverty coun-
ties’’ means any county that has had 20 per-
cent or more of its population living in pov-
erty over the past 30 years, as measured by 
the 1993 Small Area Income and Poverty Es-
timates, the 2000 decennial census, and the 
most recent Small Area Income and Poverty 
Estimates, or any Territory or possession of 
the United States. 

SEC. 534. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law or treaty, none of the funds 
appropriated or otherwise made available 
under this Act or any other Act may be ex-
pended or obligated by a department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States 
to pay administrative expenses or to com-
pensate an officer or employee of the United 
States in connection with requiring an ex-
port license for the export to Canada of com-
ponents, parts, accessories or attachments 
for firearms listed in Category I, section 
121.1 of title 22, Code of Federal Regulations 
(International Trafficking in Arms Regula-
tions (ITAR), part 121, as it existed on April 
1, 2005) with a total value not exceeding $500 
wholesale in any transaction, provided that 
the conditions of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion are met by the exporting party for such 
articles. 

(b) The foregoing exemption from obtain-
ing an export license— 

(1) does not exempt an exporter from filing 
any Shipper’s Export Declaration or notifi-
cation letter required by law, or from being 
otherwise eligible under the laws of the 
United States to possess, ship, transport, or 
export the articles enumerated in subsection 
(a); and 

(2) does not permit the export without a li-
cense of— 

(A) fully automatic firearms and compo-
nents and parts for such firearms, other than 
for end use by the Federal Government, or a 
Provincial or Municipal Government of Can-
ada; 

(B) barrels, cylinders, receivers (frames) or 
complete breech mechanisms for any firearm 
listed in Category I, other than for end use 
by the Federal Government, or a Provincial 
or Municipal Government of Canada; or 

(C) articles for export from Canada to an-
other foreign destination. 

(c) In accordance with this section, the 
District Directors of Customs and post-
masters shall permit the permanent or tem-
porary export without a license of any un-
classified articles specified in subsection (a) 
to Canada for end use in Canada or return to 
the United States, or temporary import of 
Canadian-origin items from Canada for end 
use in the United States or return to Canada 
for a Canadian citizen. 

(d) The President may require export li-
censes under this section on a temporary 
basis if the President determines, upon pub-
lication first in the Federal Register, that 
the Government of Canada has implemented 
or maintained inadequate import controls 
for the articles specified in subsection (a), 
such that a significant diversion of such arti-
cles has and continues to take place for use 
in international terrorism or in the esca-
lation of a conflict in another nation. The 
President shall terminate the requirements 
of a license when reasons for the temporary 
requirements have ceased. 

SEC. 535. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States receiving 
appropriated funds under this Act or any 
other Act shall obligate or expend in any 
way such funds to pay administrative ex-
penses or the compensation of any officer or 
employee of the United States to deny any 
application submitted pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2778(b)(1)(B) and qualified pursuant to 27 CFR 
section 478.112 or .113, for a permit to import 
United States origin ‘‘curios or relics’’ fire-
arms, parts, or ammunition. 

SEC. 536. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries 
or expenses of personnel to deny, or fail to 
act on, an application for the importation of 
any model of shotgun if— 

(1) all other requirements of law with re-
spect to the proposed importation are met; 
and 

(2) no application for the importation of 
such model of shotgun, in the same configu-
ration, had been denied by the Attorney Gen-
eral prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis 
that the shotgun was not particularly suit-
able for or readily adaptable to sporting pur-
poses. 

SEC. 537. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be obligated or expended to 
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the 
Senate approves a resolution of ratification 
for the Treaty. 

SEC. 538. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available in this or any 
other Act may be used to transfer, release, 
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any 
other detainee who— 

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009, 
at the United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of De-
fense. 

SEC. 539. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available in this or any 
other Act may be used to construct, acquire, 
or modify any facility in the United States, 
its territories, or possessions to house any 
individual described in subsection (c) for the 
purposes of detention or imprisonment in the 
custody or under the effective control of the 
Department of Defense. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall 
not apply to any modification of facilities at 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

(c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24, 
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who— 

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or 
a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and 

(2) is— 
(A) in the custody or under the effective 

control of the Department of Defense; or 
(B) otherwise under detention at United 

States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

SEC. 540. (a) The remaining unobligated 
balances of funds as of September 30, 2024, 
from amounts made available to ‘‘Office of 
the United States Trade Representative— 
Salaries and Expenses’’ in section 540(a) of 
division B of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117–328) are here-
by rescinded, and an amount of additional 
new budget authority equivalent to the 
amount rescinded pursuant to this sub-
section is hereby appropriated on September 
30, 2024, for an additional amount for fiscal 
year 2024, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and shall be available for the 
same purposes, in addition to other funds as 
may be available for such purposes, and 
under the same authorities for which the 
funds were provided in Public Law 116–113, 
except that all references to ‘‘2023’’ under 
such heading in Public Law 116–113 shall be 
deemed to refer instead to ‘‘2026’’. 

(b) The remaining unobligated balances of 
funds as of September 30, 2024, from amounts 
made available to ‘‘Office of the United 
States Trade Representative—Trade En-
forcement Trust Fund’’ in section 540(b) of 
division B of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117–328) are here-
by rescinded, and an amount of additional 
new budget authority equivalent to the 
amount rescinded pursuant to this sub-
section is hereby appropriated on September 
30, 2024, for an additional amount for fiscal 
year 2024, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and shall be available for the 
same purposes, in addition to other funds as 
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may be available for such purposes, and 
under the same authorities for which the 
funds were provided in Public Law 116–113, 
except that the reference to ‘‘2023’’ under 
such heading in Public Law 116–113 shall be 
deemed to refer instead to ‘‘2026’’. 

(c) The amounts rescinded pursuant to this 
section that were previously designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 
14 (117th Congress), the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and 
section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Congress), 
as engrossed in the House of Representatives 
on June 8, 2022, are designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985. 

(d) Each amount provided by this section is 
designated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 541. Funds made available to the De-
partment of Commerce and the Department 
of Justice in this Act and any remaining un-
obligated balances of funds made available 
to the Department of Commerce and the De-
partment of Justice in prior year Acts, other 
than amounts designated by the Congress as 
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to a concurrent resolution on the budget 
or the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985 or from amounts 
made available under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Justice—Legal Activities—Fees and 
Expenses of Witnesses’’, shall be available to 
provide payments pursuant to section 
901(i)(2) of title IX of division J of the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 
(22 U.S.C. 2680b(i)(2)): Provided, That pay-
ments made pursuant to the matter pre-
ceding this proviso may not exceed $5,000,000 
for the Department of Commerce and 
$10,000,000 for the Department of Justice. 

SEC. 542. Notwithstanding title II of divi-
sion J of the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58), up to 0.7 per-
cent of amounts made available to the Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information 
Administration by such Act shall be avail-
able for salaries and expenses, administra-
tion, and oversight of programs administered 
by such Administration that received appro-
priations by such Act, in addition to 
amounts previously made available for such 
purpose: Provided, That all such amounts 
shall be available across such programs and 
shall be available for salaries and expenses, 
administration, and oversight of the Con-
necting Minority Communities Pilot Pro-
gram (as authorized by section 902 of division 
N of Public Law 116–260) and of the 
Broadband Connectivity Infrastructure Pro-
gram (as authorized by section 905(d) of divi-
sion N of Public Law 116–260), regardless of 
the heading under which such amounts were 
appropriated: Provided further, That such 
amounts may be transferred between the ap-
propriate accounts to carry out this section, 
in addition to authorities included elsewhere 
in such Act: Provided further, That this sec-
tion shall not reduce the total allocation for 
any State under Program Notices of Avail-
able Amounts dated June 30, 2023: Provided 
further, That amounts transferred pursuant 
to this section may be obligated only after 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate are 
notified at least 15 days in advance of the 
planned use of funds: Provided further, That 
amounts repurposed or transferred pursuant 
to this section that were previously des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the Budget are designated as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 

4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for 
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2024 budget enforcement 
in the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 543. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to move the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF) Canine Training Center or the 
ATF National Canine Division from Front 
Royal, Virginia, to another location. 

SEC. 544. (a) Section 507(d) of title 11, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
‘‘excluding subparagraph (F)’’ after ‘‘(a)(8)’’. 

(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), 
the amendment made by subsection (a) shall 
take effect on the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) The amendment made by subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to cases com-
menced under title 11 of the United States 
Code before the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

SEC. 545. Section 107(b)(2)(C) of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)(C)) is amended by striking 
‘‘total costs of the projects described in the 
application submitted’’ and inserting in its 
place ‘‘total project cost. In general, this 
project match requirement may be satisfied 
by contributions or expenditures committed 
to improve victim support services that pro-
mote victim recovery and reintegration into 
society, provided that these contributions 
and expenditures are consistent with appli-
cable grant requirements and approved 
project scope’’. 

SEC. 546. (a)(1)(A) Within 45 days of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce 
shall allocate amounts made available from 
the Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce 
Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Fund 
for fiscal year 2024 pursuant to paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of section 102(a) of the CHIPS Act 
of 2022 (division A of Public Law 117–167), in-
cluding the transfer authority in such para-
graphs of that section of that Act, to the ac-
counts specified, in the amounts specified, 
and for the projects and activities specified, 
in the table titled ‘‘Department of Com-
merce Allocation of National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Funds: CHIPS 
Act Fiscal Year 2024’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), and pursuant to the direction included 
in the classified annex accompanying this 
Act. 

(B) Not later than October 15, 2024, and 
notwithstanding subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Commerce shall allo-
cate from the amounts made available from 
the Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce 
Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Fund 
for fiscal year 2025 pursuant to paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of section 102(a) of the CHIPS Act 
of 2022 (division A of Public Law 117–167), in-
cluding the transfer authority in such para-
graphs of that section of that Act, to the ac-
count specified, in the amount specified, and 
for the project and activity specified, in the 
table titled ‘‘Department of Commerce Allo-
cation of National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Funds: CHIPS Act Fiscal Year 
2025’’ in the explanatory statement described 
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act), and pursuant to 
the direction included in the classified annex 
accompanying this Act. 

(C) Not later than October 15, 2025, and not-
withstanding subsection (b) of this section, 
the Secretary of Commerce shall allocate 
from the amounts made available from the 
Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce 
Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Fund 
for fiscal year 2026 pursuant to paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of section 102(a) of the CHIPS Act 
of 2022 (division A of Public Law 117–167), in-

cluding the transfer authority in such para-
graphs of that section of that Act, to the ac-
counts specified, in the amounts not to ex-
ceed that specified, and for the projects and 
activities specified, in the table titled ‘‘De-
partment of Commerce Allocation of Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
Funds: CHIPS Act Fiscal Year 2026’’ in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), and pursuant to the direc-
tion included in the classified annex accom-
panying this Act. 

(2) Within 45 days of enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion shall allocate amounts made available 
from the Creating Helpful Incentives to 
Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) for Amer-
ica Workforce and Education Fund for fiscal 
year 2024 pursuant to section 102(d)(1) of the 
CHIPS Act of 2022 (division A of Public Law 
117–167), to the account specified, in the 
amounts specified, and for the projects and 
activities specified in the table titled ‘‘Na-
tional Science Foundation Allocation of 
Funds: CHIPS Act Fiscal Year 2024’’ in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

(b) Neither the President nor his designee 
may allocate any amounts that are made 
available for any fiscal year under section 
102(a)(2)(A) of the CHIPS Act of 2022 or under 
section 102(d)(2) of such Act if there is in ef-
fect an Act making or continuing appropria-
tions for part of a fiscal year for the Depart-
ments of Commerce and Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies: Provided, That in any 
fiscal year, the matter preceding this proviso 
shall not apply to the allocation, apportion-
ment, or allotment of amounts for con-
tinuing administration of programs allo-
cated funds from the CHIPS for America 
Fund, which may be allocated only in 
amounts that are no more than the alloca-
tion for such purposes in subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(c) Subject to prior consultation with, and 
the regular notification procedures of, the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, and sub-
ject to the terms and conditions in section 
505 of this Act— 

(1) the Secretary of Commerce may reallo-
cate funds allocated to Industrial Tech-
nology Services for section 9906 of Public 
Law 116–283 by subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion; and 

(2) the Director of the National Science 
Foundation may reallocate funds allocated 
to the CHIPS for America Workforce and 
Education Fund by subsection (a)(2) of this 
section. 

(d) Concurrent with the annual budget sub-
mission of the President for fiscal year 2025, 
the Secretary of Commerce and the Director 
of the National Science Foundation, as ap-
propriate, shall each submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate proposed alloca-
tions by account and by program, project, or 
activity, with detailed justifications, for 
amounts made available under section 
102(a)(2) and section 102(d)(2) of the CHIPS 
Act of 2022 for fiscal year 2025. 

(e) The Department of Commerce and the 
National Science Foundation, as appro-
priate, shall each provide the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and Senate quarterly reports on the 
status of balances of projects and activities 
funded by the CHIPS for America Fund for 
amounts allocated pursuant to subsection 
(a)(1) of this section, and section 543(a)(1) of 
division B of Public Law 117–328, the status 
of balances of projects and activities funded 
by the Public Wireless Supply Chain Innova-
tion Fund for amounts allocated pursuant to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1148 March 5, 2024 
section 543 (a)(2) of division B of Public Law 
117–328, and the status of balances of projects 
and activities funded by the CHIPS for 
America Workforce and Education Fund for 
amounts allocated pursuant to subsection 
(a)(2) of this section and section 543(a)(3) of 
division B of Public Law 117–328, including 
all uncommitted, committed, and unobli-
gated funds. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 
DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DEVEL-

OPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

TITLE I 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 
The following appropriations shall be ex-

pended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Army and the supervision of the Chief 
of Engineers for authorized civil functions of 
the Department of the Army pertaining to 
river and harbor, flood and storm damage re-
duction, shore protection, aquatic ecosystem 
restoration, and related efforts. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary where authorized 
by law for the collection and study of basic 
information pertaining to river and harbor, 
flood and storm damage reduction, shore 
protection, aquatic ecosystem restoration, 
and related needs; for surveys and detailed 
studies, and plans and specifications of pro-
posed river and harbor, flood and storm dam-
age reduction, shore protection, and aquatic 
ecosystem restoration projects, and related 
efforts prior to construction; for restudy of 
authorized projects; and for miscellaneous 
investigations, and, when authorized by law, 
surveys and detailed studies, and plans and 
specifications of projects prior to construc-
tion, $142,990,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the Secretary shall 
not deviate from the work plan, once the 
plan has been submitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That of the unobli-
gated balances from prior year appropria-
tions available under this heading, $11,413,000 
is rescinded: Provided further, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

CONSTRUCTION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the construc-
tion of river and harbor, flood and storm 
damage reduction, shore protection, aquatic 
ecosystem restoration, and related projects 
authorized by law; for conducting detailed 
studies, and plans and specifications, of such 
projects (including those involving participa-
tion by States, local governments, or private 
groups) authorized or made eligible for selec-
tion by law (but such detailed studies, and 
plans and specifications, shall not constitute 
a commitment of the Government to con-
struction); $1,854,688,000, to remain available 
until expended; of which $114,775,000, to be 
derived from the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund, shall be to cover the Federal share of 
construction costs for facilities under the 
Dredged Material Disposal Facilities pro-
gram; and of which such sums as are nec-
essary to cover 35 percent of the costs of con-
struction, replacement, rehabilitation, and 
expansion of inland waterways projects shall 
be derived from the Inland Waterways Trust 
Fund, except as otherwise specifically pro-

vided for in law: Provided, That of the unobli-
gated balances from prior year appropria-
tions available under this heading, $9,678,000 
is rescinded: Provided further, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985: Provided further, That of the un-
obligated balances from amounts made 
available under this heading in division J of 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(Public Law 117–58) for which spend plan al-
locations have not been announced as of the 
date of enactment of this Act, $1,434,500,000 
shall be used, regardless of project purpose 
and in addition to amounts otherwise made 
available for such purposes, for projects spec-
ified in the table titled ‘‘Corps of Engineers— 
Construction’’ in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act), 
and, when combined with the amounts made 
available in the matter preceding the first 
proviso under this heading, shall not in total 
exceed the amount for any project as speci-
fied in such table: Provided further, That 
projects receiving funds pursuant to the pre-
ceding proviso shall be subject to the terms 
and conditions of division J of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (Public 
Law 117–58): Provided further, That not later 
than 60 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall submit directly 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress a work plan that includes 
the amount that each project specified in the 
table titled ‘‘Corps of Engineers—Construc-
tion’’ in the explanatory statement described 
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act) will receive from 
amounts made available in the matter pre-
ceding the first proviso under this heading 
and from amounts repurposed pursuant to 
the third proviso under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall not 
deviate from the work plan, once the plan 
has been submitted to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress: 
Provided further, That amounts repurposed 
under this heading that were previously des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget are designated as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for 
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2024 budget enforcement 
in the House of Representatives. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for flood damage 
reduction projects and related efforts in the 
Mississippi River alluvial valley below Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, as authorized by law, 
$368,037,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $6,057,000, to be derived 
from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund, 
shall be to cover the Federal share of eligible 
operation and maintenance costs for inland 
harbors: Provided, That the Secretary shall 
not deviate from the work plan, once the 
plan has been submitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That of the unobli-
gated balances from prior year appropria-
tions available under this heading, $1,110,000 
is rescinded: Provided further, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the operation, 
maintenance, and care of existing river and 
harbor, flood and storm damage reduction, 
aquatic ecosystem restoration, and related 
projects authorized by law; providing secu-
rity for infrastructure owned or operated by 
the Corps, including administrative build-
ings and laboratories; maintaining harbor 
channels provided by a State, municipality, 
or other public agency that serve essential 
navigation needs of general commerce, 
where authorized by law; surveying and 
charting northern and northwestern lakes 
and connecting waters; clearing and 
straightening channels; and removing ob-
structions to navigation, $5,552,816,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which 
$2,650,168,000, to be derived from the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund, shall be to cover 
the Federal share of eligible operations and 
maintenance costs for coastal harbors and 
channels, and for inland harbors; of which 
such sums as become available from the spe-
cial account for the Corps of Engineers es-
tablished by the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Act of 1965 shall be derived from 
that account for resource protection, re-
search, interpretation, and maintenance ac-
tivities related to resource protection in the 
areas at which outdoor recreation is avail-
able; of which such sums as become available 
from fees collected under section 217 of Pub-
lic Law 104–303 shall be used to cover the 
cost of operation and maintenance of the 
dredged material disposal facilities for which 
such fees have been collected; and of which 
$58,000,000, to be derived from the general 
fund of the Treasury, shall be to carry out 
subsection (c) of section 2106 of the Water 
Resources Reform and Development Act of 
2014 (33 U.S.C. 2238c) and shall be designated 
as being for such purpose pursuant to para-
graph (2) of section 14003 of division B of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act (Public Law 116–136): Provided, That 
1 percent of the total amount of funds pro-
vided for each of the programs, projects, or 
activities funded under this heading shall 
not be allocated to a field operating activity 
prior to the beginning of the fourth quarter 
of the fiscal year and shall be available for 
use by the Chief of Engineers to fund such 
emergency activities as the Chief of Engi-
neers determines to be necessary and appro-
priate, and that the Chief of Engineers shall 
allocate during the fourth quarter any re-
maining funds which have not been used for 
emergency activities proportionally in ac-
cordance with the amounts provided for the 
programs, projects, or activities: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall not deviate 
from the work plan, once the plan has been 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided 
further, That of the unobligated balances 
from prior year appropriations available 
under this heading, $30,000 is rescinded: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be re-
scinded from amounts that were designated 
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on 
the budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

REGULATORY PROGRAM 
For expenses necessary for administration 

of laws pertaining to regulation of navigable 
waters and wetlands, $221,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025. 

FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL ACTION 
PROGRAM 

For expenses necessary to clean up con-
tamination from sites in the United States 
resulting from work performed as part of the 
Nation’s early atomic energy program, 
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$300,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCIES 
For expenses necessary to prepare for 

flood, hurricane, and other natural disasters 
and support emergency operations, repairs, 
and other activities in response to such dis-
asters as authorized by law, $35,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the supervision 

and general administration of the civil 
works program in the headquarters of the 
Corps of Engineers and the offices of the Di-
vision Engineers; and for costs of manage-
ment and operation of the Humphreys Engi-
neer Center Support Activity, the Institute 
for Water Resources, the United States 
Army Engineer Research and Development 
Center, and the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers Finance Center allocable to the 
civil works program, $216,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, of which 
not to exceed $5,000 may be used for official 
reception and representation purposes and 
only during the current fiscal year: Provided, 
That no part of any other appropriation pro-
vided in this title shall be available to fund 
the civil works activities of the Office of the 
Chief of Engineers or the civil works execu-
tive direction and management activities of 
the division offices: Provided further, That 
any Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies 
appropriation may be used to fund the super-
vision and general administration of emer-
gency operations, repairs, and other activi-
ties in response to any flood, hurricane, or 
other natural disaster. 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE 
ARMY FOR CIVIL WORKS 

For the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
the Army for Civil Works as authorized by 10 
U.S.C. 7016(b)(3), $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025: Provided, That 
not more than 75 percent of such amount 
may be obligated or expended until the As-
sistant Secretary submits to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress the report required under section 101(d) 
of this Act and a work plan that allocates at 
least 95 percent of the additional funding 
provided under each heading in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act), to specific programs, projects, or 
activities: Provided further, That not more 
than 90 percent of such amounts made avail-
able under this heading shall be available for 
obligation until the Assistant Secretary pro-
vides in writing to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress rec-
ommendations for the appropriate level of 
design during feasibility studies, the appro-
priate level of preconstruction engineering 
and design required before a construction 
new start, and how cost estimate classifica-
tions may best be adjusted for changing en-
vironments. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND 
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans and for the cost 
of guaranteed loans, as authorized by the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014, $2,200,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for safety projects to 
maintain, upgrade, and repair dams identi-
fied in the National Inventory of Dams with 
a primary owner type of state, local govern-
ment, public utility, or private: Provided, 
That no project may be funded with amounts 
provided under this heading for a dam that is 
identified as jointly owned in the National 
Inventory of Dams and where one of those 
joint owners is the Federal Government: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available 
under this heading in this Act shall also be 

available for projects to construct, maintain, 
upgrade, and repair levees and ancillary fea-
tures with a primary owner type of state, 
municipal, county, private, or other non- 
Federal entity: Provided further, That no 
project may be funded with amounts pro-
vided under this heading for a levee unless 
the Secretary has certified in advance, in 
writing, that the levee is not owned, in 
whole or in part, by the Federal Govern-
ment: Provided further, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans, 
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to sub-
sidize gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct loans, including capitalized 
interest, and total loan principal, including 
capitalized interest, any part of which is to 
be guaranteed, not to exceed $440,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That the use of direct loans or 
loan guarantee authority under this heading 
for direct loans or commitments to guar-
antee loans for any project shall be in ac-
cordance with the criteria published in the 
Federal Register on June 30, 2020 (85 FR 
39189) pursuant to the fourth proviso under 
the heading ‘‘Water Infrastructure Finance 
and Innovation Program Account’’ in divi-
sion D of the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116–94): Pro-
vided further, That none of the direct loans or 
loan guarantee authority made available 
under this heading shall be available for any 
project unless the Secretary and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget 
have certified in advance in writing that the 
direct loan or loan guarantee, as applicable, 
and the project comply with the criteria ref-
erenced in the previous proviso: Provided fur-
ther, That any references to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) or the Ad-
ministrator in the criteria referenced in the 
previous two provisos shall be deemed to be 
references to the Army Corps of Engineers or 
the Secretary of the Army, respectively, for 
purposes of the direct loans or loan guar-
antee authority made available under this 
heading: Provided further, That for the pur-
poses of carrying out the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office may request, and 
the Secretary shall promptly provide, docu-
mentation and information relating to a 
project identified in a Letter of Interest sub-
mitted to the Secretary pursuant to a Notice 
of Funding Availability for applications for 
credit assistance under the Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Act Program, 
including with respect to a project that was 
initiated or completed before the date of en-
actment of this Act. 

In addition, fees authorized to be collected 
pursuant to sections 5029 and 5030 of the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014 shall be deposited in this ac-
count, to remain available until expended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, notwithstanding section 5033 of 
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act of 2014, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—CORPS OF 
ENGINEERS—CIVIL 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 101. (a) None of the funds provided in 

title I of this Act, or provided by previous 
appropriations Acts to the agencies or enti-
ties funded in title I of this Act that remain 
available for obligation or expenditure in fis-
cal year 2024, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure through a reprogram-
ming of funds that: 

(1) creates or initiates a new program, 
project, or activity; 

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity; 

(3) increases funds or personnel for any 
program, project, or activity for which funds 
have been denied or restricted by this Act, 
unless prior approval is received from the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress; 

(4) proposes to use funds directed for a spe-
cific activity for a different purpose, unless 
prior approval is received from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress; 

(5) augments or reduces existing programs, 
projects, or activities in excess of the 
amounts contained in paragraphs (6) through 
(10), unless prior approval is received from 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress; 

(6) INVESTIGATIONS.—For a base level over 
$100,000, reprogramming of 25 percent of the 
base amount up to a limit of $150,000 per 
project, study or activity is allowed: Pro-
vided, That for a base level less than $100,000, 
the reprogramming limit is $25,000: Provided 
further, That up to $25,000 may be repro-
grammed into any continuing study or activ-
ity that did not receive an appropriation for 
existing obligations and concomitant admin-
istrative expenses; 

(7) CONSTRUCTION.—For a base level over 
$2,000,000, reprogramming of 15 percent of the 
base amount up to a limit of $3,000,000 per 
project, study or activity is allowed: Pro-
vided, That for a base level less than 
$2,000,000, the reprogramming limit is 
$300,000: Provided further, That up to $3,000,000 
may be reprogrammed for settled contractor 
claims, changed conditions, or real estate de-
ficiency judgments: Provided further, That up 
to $300,000 may be reprogrammed into any 
continuing study or activity that did not re-
ceive an appropriation for existing obliga-
tions and concomitant administrative ex-
penses; 

(8) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—Unlim-
ited reprogramming authority is granted for 
the Corps to be able to respond to emer-
gencies: Provided, That the Chief of Engi-
neers shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of these 
emergency actions as soon thereafter as 
practicable: Provided further, That for a base 
level over $1,000,000, reprogramming of 15 
percent of the base amount up to a limit of 
$5,000,000 per project, study, or activity is al-
lowed: Provided further, That for a base level 
less than $1,000,000, the reprogramming limit 
is $150,000: Provided further, That $150,000 may 
be reprogrammed into any continuing study 
or activity that did not receive an appropria-
tion; 

(9) MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES.— 
The reprogramming guidelines in paragraphs 
(6), (7), and (8) shall apply to the Investiga-
tions, Construction, and Operation and 
Maintenance portions of the Mississippi 
River and Tributaries Account, respectively; 
and 

(10) FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL AC-
TION PROGRAM.—Reprogramming of up to 15 
percent of the base of the receiving project is 
permitted. 

(b) DE MINIMUS REPROGRAMMINGS.—In no 
case should a reprogramming for less than 
$50,000 be submitted to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress. 

(c) CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM.— 
Subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to any 
project or activity funded under the con-
tinuing authorities program. 

(d) Not later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
submit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress to es-
tablish the baseline for application of re-
programming and transfer authorities for 
the current fiscal year which shall include: 

(1) A table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the President’s 
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budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
sions, if applicable, and the fiscal year en-
acted level; 

(2) A delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation both by object class and pro-
gram, project and activity as detailed in the 
budget appendix for the respective appro-
priations; and 

(3) An identification of items of special 
congressional interest. 

SEC. 102. The Secretary shall allocate funds 
made available in this Act solely in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Act and in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act). 

SEC. 103. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to award or modify 
any contract that commits funds beyond the 
amounts appropriated for that program, 
project, or activity that remain unobligated, 
except that such amounts may include any 
funds that have been made available through 
reprogramming pursuant to section 101. 

SEC. 104. The Secretary of the Army may 
transfer to the Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service may accept and 
expend, up to $8,200,000 of funds provided in 
this title under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance’’ to mitigate for fisheries lost 
due to Corps of Engineers projects. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used for an open lake placement alter-
native for dredged material, after evaluating 
the least costly, environmentally acceptable 
manner for the disposal or management of 
dredged material originating from Lake Erie 
or tributaries thereto, unless it is approved 
under a State water quality certification 
pursuant to section 401 of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1341): Pro-
vided, That until an open lake placement al-
ternative for dredged material is approved 
under a State water quality certification, 
the Corps of Engineers shall continue upland 
placement of such dredged material con-
sistent with the requirements of section 101 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 
1986 (33 U.S.C. 2211). 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out any 
water supply reallocation study under the 
Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Ken-
tucky, project authorized under the Act of 
July 24, 1946 (60 Stat. 636, ch. 595). 

SEC. 107. Additional funding provided in 
this Act shall be allocated only to projects 
determined to be eligible by the Chief of En-
gineers. 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any prior Act may be used to 
alter the eligibility requirements for assist-
ance under section 5 of the Act of August 18, 
1941 (33 U.S.C. 701n) in effect on November 14, 
2022, without express authorization by Con-
gress. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other re-
quirement, the remaining unobligated bal-
ances from amounts made available under 
the heading ‘‘Corps of Engineers—Civil—Con-
struction’’ in division J of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58) 
for which spend plan allocations have not 
been announced as of the date of enactment 
of this Act (other than such balances other-
wise repurposed by the third proviso under 
such heading in this title) may be made 
available for projects, in addition to 
amounts otherwise made available for such 
purposes and regardless of project purpose, 
that have previously received funds under 
the heading ‘‘Construction’’ in title IV of di-
vision B of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–123) subject to the terms and 
conditions of such title IV of division B as 
applicable and as specifically modified by 
section 111 of this Act, or in chapter 4 of title 

X of the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act, 
2013 (division A of Public Law 113–2) subject 
to the terms and conditions of such chapter 
4 of title X as applicable and as specifically 
modified by section 111 of this Act, and for 
which non-Federal interests have entered 
into binding agreements with the Secretary 
as of the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided, That amounts repurposed pursuant to 
this section that were previously designated 
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on 
the budget are designated as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and to legislation establishing fiscal 
year 2024 budget enforcement in the House of 
Representatives. 

SEC. 110. The remaining unobligated bal-
ances from amounts provided under the 
heading ‘‘Construction’’ in title IV of the 
Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 2022 (division B of Public Law 117–43) for 
which spend plan allocations were announced 
prior to the date of enactment of this Act 
shall be reallocated to the same project, in-
cluding modifications thereto, and in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise made available 
for such purpose, that has previously re-
ceived funds under such heading in title IV 
of division B of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–123), subject to the 
terms and conditions of such title IV of divi-
sion B of Public Law 115–123 as applicable 
and as specifically modified by section 111 of 
this Act: Provided, That amounts repurposed 
pursuant to this section that were previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget are designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 111. Studies or projects receiving 
funds under the following headings in the 
following Acts as of the date of enactment of 
this Act are not required to be completed 
with such funds and may receive funds from 
this Act or future Acts, and any additional 
funds for such studies and projects shall be 
subject to the same terms and conditions ap-
plicable to the following headings in the fol-
lowing Acts— 

(1) ‘‘Investigations’’ or ‘‘Construction’’ in 
title IV of division B of the Bipartisan Budg-
et Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–123); 

(2) ‘‘Corps of Engineers—Civil—Construc-
tion’’ in chapter 4 of title X of the Disaster 
Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (division A of 
Public Law 113–2); and 

(3) ‘‘Corps of Engineers—Civil—Investiga-
tions’’ in title III of division J of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (Public 
Law 117–58). 

SEC. 112. Of the unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations made available to 
‘‘Corps of Engineers—Civil’’, the following 
funds shall be transferred from the following 
accounts and programs in the specified 
amounts to ‘‘Corps of Engineers—Civil—In-
vestigations’’ and, in addition to amounts 
otherwise made available for such purposes, 
shall be used for studies that have previously 
received funds provided under the heading 
‘‘Investigations’’ in title IV of division B of 
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Public 
Law 115–123) or under such heading in title 
III of division J of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58) and 
for which non-Federal interests have entered 
into feasibility cost sharing agreements with 
the Secretary as of the date of enactment of 
this Act— 

(1) $371,293.38 from the unobligated bal-
ances under the heading ‘‘Construction’’ in 
chapter 3 of title I of division B of Public 
Law 109–148; 

(2) $562,613.89 from the unobligated bal-
ances under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance’’ in chapter 3 of title I of divi-
sion B of Public Law 109–148 that were pro-
vided for the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet 
channel; 

(3) $38,873.32 from the unobligated balances 
under the heading ‘‘Construction’’ in chapter 
3 of title II of Public Law 109–234 that were 
provided for the Lake Pontchartrain and Vi-
cinity project, the North Padre Island, Texas 
project, the Sacramento, California, Area 
project, and the Hawaii Water Systems Tech-
nical Assistance Program; 

(4) $95.55 from the combined unobligated 
balances under the ‘‘Construction’’ headings 
in chapter 3 of title IV and chapter 3 of title 
V of Public Law 110–28; 

(5) $83,734.13 from the unobligated balances 
under the heading ‘‘Construction’’ in chapter 
3 of title III of Public Law 110–252, including 
amounts that were provided for the Lake 
Pontchartrain and Vicinity project, the West 
Bank and Vicinity project, and the South-
east Louisiana Urban Drainage project; 

(6) $2,122.56 from the unobligated balances 
under the heading ‘‘Operation and Mainte-
nance’’ in chapter 3 of title III of Public Law 
110–252; 

(7) $10.72 from the unobligated balances 
under the heading ‘‘Mississippi River and 
Tributaries’’ in chapter 3 of title III of Pub-
lic Law 110–252; 

(8) $274,678.03 from the unobligated bal-
ances under the heading ‘‘Construction’’ in 
chapter 3 of title I of division B of Public 
Law 110–329 that were provided for the Lake 
Pontchartrain and Vicinity project, the West 
Bank and Vicinity project, and the South-
east Louisiana Urban Drainage project; 

(9) $267,434.81 from the unobligated bal-
ances under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance’’ in chapter 3 of title I of divi-
sion B of Public Law 110–329; 

(10) $0.02 from the unobligated balances 
under the heading ‘‘Operation and Mainte-
nance’’ in title IV of Public Law 111–32; 

(11) $246,869.24 from the unobligated bal-
ances under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance’’ in chapter 4 of title I of Public 
Law 111–212; and 

(12) $2,643,142.04 from the unobligated bal-
ances under the heading ‘‘Operation and 
Maintenance’’ in title I of Public Law 112–77: 
Provided, That studies receiving funding pur-
suant to this section shall be subject to the 
terms and conditions of the heading ‘‘Inves-
tigations’’ in title IV of division B of the Bi-
partisan Budget Act of 2018 (Public Law 115– 
123) or such heading in title III of division J 
of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act (Public Law 117–58), as applicable and as 
specifically modified by section 111 of this 
Act: Provided further, That amounts 
repurposed or transferred pursuant to this 
section that were previously designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or as being for disaster relief pursu-
ant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985 are designated by 
the Congress as being an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 or as being for disaster 
relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such 
Act, respectively. 

TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT 

For carrying out activities authorized by 
the Central Utah Project Completion Act, 
$23,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $4,650,000 shall be deposited 
into the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and 
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Conservation Account for use by the Utah 
Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation 
Commission: Provided, That of the amount 
provided under this heading, $1,750,000 shall 
be available until September 30, 2025, for ex-
penses necessary in carrying out related re-
sponsibilities of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior: Provided further, That for fiscal year 
2024, of the amount made available to the 
Commission under this Act or any other Act, 
the Commission may use an amount not to 
exceed $1,990,000 for administrative expenses. 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
The following appropriations shall be ex-

pended to execute authorized functions of 
the Bureau of Reclamation: 

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For management, development, and res-
toration of water and related natural re-
sources and for related activities, including 
the operation, maintenance, and rehabilita-
tion of reclamation and other facilities, par-
ticipation in fulfilling related Federal re-
sponsibilities to Native Americans, and re-
lated grants to, and cooperative and other 
agreements with, State and local govern-
ments, federally recognized Indian Tribes, 
and others, $1,751,698,000, to remain available 
until expended, of which $1,051,000 shall be 
available for transfer to the Upper Colorado 
River Basin Fund and $7,584,000 shall be 
available for transfer to the Lower Colorado 
River Basin Development Fund; of which 
such amounts as may be necessary may be 
advanced to the Colorado River Dam Fund: 
Provided, That $500,000 shall be available for 
transfer into the Aging Infrastructure Ac-
count established by section 9603(d)(1) of the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 
2009, as amended (43 U.S.C. 510b(d)(1)): Pro-
vided further, That such transfers, except for 
the transfer authorized by the preceding pro-
viso, may be increased or decreased within 
the overall appropriation under this heading: 
Provided further, That of the total appro-
priated, the amount for program activities 
that can be financed by the Reclamation 
Fund, the Water Storage Enhancement Re-
ceipts account established by section 4011(e) 
of Public Law 114–322, or the Bureau of Rec-
lamation special fee account established by 
16 U.S.C. 6806 shall be derived from that 
Fund or account: Provided further, That funds 
contributed under 43 U.S.C. 395 are available 
until expended for the purposes for which the 
funds were contributed: Provided further, 
That funds advanced under 43 U.S.C. 397a 
shall be credited to this account and are 
available until expended for the same pur-
poses as the sums appropriated under this 
heading: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
$5,500,000 shall be deposited in the San Ga-
briel Basin Restoration Fund established by 
section 110 of title I of division B of appendix 
D of Public Law 106–554: Provided further, 
That of the amounts provided herein, funds 
may be used for high-priority projects which 
shall be carried out by the Youth Conserva-
tion Corps, as authorized by 16 U.S.C. 1706: 
Provided further, That within available funds, 
$250,000 shall be for grants and financial as-
sistance for educational activities: Provided 
further, That in accordance with section 4007 
of Public Law 114–322 and as recommended 
by the Secretary in a letter dated July 25, 
2023, funding provided for such purpose in fis-
cal year 2023 and prior fiscal years shall be 
made available to the Sites Reservoir 
Project. 
CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT RESTORATION FUND 
For carrying out the programs, projects, 

plans, habitat restoration, improvement, and 
acquisition provisions of the Central Valley 
Project Improvement Act, such sums as may 

be collected in fiscal year 2024 in the Central 
Valley Project Restoration Fund pursuant to 
sections 3407(d), 3404(c)(3), and 3405(f) of Pub-
lic Law 102–575, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the Bureau of Rec-
lamation is directed to assess and collect the 
full amount of the additional mitigation and 
restoration payments authorized by section 
3407(d) of Public Law 102–575: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available 
under this heading may be used for the ac-
quisition or leasing of water for in-stream 
purposes if the water is already committed 
to in-stream purposes by a court adopted de-
cree or order. 

CALIFORNIA BAY-DELTA RESTORATION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For carrying out activities authorized by 
the Water Supply, Reliability, and Environ-
mental Improvement Act, consistent with 
plans to be approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior, $33,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, of which such amounts as may be 
necessary to carry out such activities may 
be transferred to appropriate accounts of 
other participating Federal agencies to carry 
out authorized purposes: Provided, That 
funds appropriated herein may be used for 
the Federal share of the costs of CALFED 
Program management: Provided further, That 
CALFED implementation shall be carried 
out in a balanced manner with clear per-
formance measures demonstrating concur-
rent progress in achieving the goals and ob-
jectives of the Program. 

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 
For expenses necessary for policy, adminis-

tration, and related functions in the Office of 
the Commissioner, the Denver office, and of-
fices in the six regions of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, $66,794,000, to be derived from 
the Reclamation Fund and be nonreimburs-
able as provided in 43 U.S.C. 377, of which not 
to exceed $5,000 may be used for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided, That no part of any other appropria-
tion in this Act shall be available for activi-
ties or functions budgeted as policy and ad-
ministration expenses. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
Appropriations for the Bureau of Reclama-

tion shall be available for purchase and re-
placement of not to exceed 30 motor vehi-
cles, which are for replacement only. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR 

SEC. 201. (a) None of the funds provided in 
title II of this Act for Water and Related Re-
sources, or provided by previous or subse-
quent appropriations Acts to the agencies or 
entities funded in title II of this Act for 
Water and Related Resources that remain 
available for obligation or expenditure in fis-
cal year 2024, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure through a reprogram-
ming of funds that— 

(1) initiates or creates a new program, 
project, or activity; 

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity; 

(3) increases funds for any program, 
project, or activity for which funds have 
been denied or restricted by this Act, unless 
prior approval is received from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress; 

(4) restarts or resumes any program, 
project or activity for which funds are not 
provided in this Act, unless prior approval is 
received from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress; 

(5) transfers funds in excess of the fol-
lowing limits, unless prior approval is re-
ceived from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: 

(A) 15 percent for any program, project or 
activity for which $2,000,000 or more is avail-
able at the beginning of the fiscal year; or 

(B) $400,000 for any program, project or ac-
tivity for which less than $2,000,000 is avail-
able at the beginning of the fiscal year; 

(6) transfers more than $500,000 from either 
the Facilities Operation, Maintenance, and 
Rehabilitation category or the Resources 
Management and Development category to 
any program, project, or activity in the 
other category, unless prior approval is re-
ceived from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress; or 

(7) transfers, where necessary to discharge 
legal obligations of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, more than $5,000,000 to provide ade-
quate funds for settled contractor claims, in-
creased contractor earnings due to acceler-
ated rates of operations, and real estate defi-
ciency judgments, unless prior approval is 
received from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress. 

(b) Subsection (a)(5) shall not apply to any 
transfer of funds within the Facilities Oper-
ation, Maintenance, and Rehabilitation cat-
egory. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘transfer’’ means any movement of funds 
into or out of a program, project, or activity. 

(d) Except as provided in subsections (a) 
and (b), the amounts made available in this 
title under the heading ‘‘Bureau of Reclama-
tion—Water and Related Resources’’ shall be 
expended for the programs, projects, and ac-
tivities specified in the ‘‘Final Bill’’ columns 
in the ‘‘Water and Related Resources’’ table 
included under the heading ‘‘Title II—De-
partment of the Interior’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 

(e) The Bureau of Reclamation shall sub-
mit reports on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress detailing all the funds repro-
grammed between programs, projects, activi-
ties, or categories of funding. The first quar-
terly report shall be submitted not later 
than 60 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

SEC. 202. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be used to determine the final point of dis-
charge for the interceptor drain for the San 
Luis Unit until development by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the State of Cali-
fornia of a plan, which shall conform to the 
water quality standards of the State of Cali-
fornia as approved by the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency, to 
minimize any detrimental effect of the San 
Luis drainage waters. 

(b) The costs of the Kesterson Reservoir 
Cleanup Program and the costs of the San 
Joaquin Valley Drainage Program shall be 
classified by the Secretary of the Interior as 
reimbursable or nonreimbursable and col-
lected until fully repaid pursuant to the 
‘‘Cleanup Program—Alternative Repayment 
Plan’’ and the ‘‘SJVDP—Alternative Repay-
ment Plan’’ described in the report entitled 
‘‘Repayment Report, Kesterson Reservoir 
Cleanup Program and San Joaquin Valley 
Drainage Program, February 1995’’, prepared 
by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation. Any future obligations of funds 
by the United States relating to, or pro-
viding for, drainage service or drainage stud-
ies for the San Luis Unit shall be fully reim-
bursable by San Luis Unit beneficiaries of 
such service or studies pursuant to Federal 
reclamation law. 

SEC. 203. Section 9504(e) of the Omnibus 
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (42 
U.S.C. 10364(e)) is amended by striking 
‘‘$820,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$920,000,000’’. 

SEC. 204. (a) Title I of Public Law 108–361 
(the Calfed Bay-Delta Authorization Act) 
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(118 Stat. 1681), as amended by section 204 of 
division D of Public Law 117–103, shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘2024’’ for ‘‘2022’’ each 
place it appears. 

(b) Section 103(f)(4)(A) of Public Law 108– 
361 (the Calfed Bay-Delta Authorization Act) 
is amended by striking ‘‘$25,000,000’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$30,000,000’’. 

SEC. 205. Section 9106(g)(2) of Public Law 
111–11 (Omnibus Public Land Management 
Act of 2009) shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘2024’’ for ‘‘2022’’. 

SEC. 206. (a) Section 104(c) of the Reclama-
tion States Emergency Drought Relief Act of 
1991 (43 U.S.C. 2214(c)) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘2024’’ for ‘‘2022’’. 

(b) Section 301 of the Reclamation States 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991 (43 
U.S.C. 2241) shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘2024’’ for ‘‘2022’’ and by substituting 
‘‘$130,000,000’’ for ‘‘$120,000,000’’. 

SEC. 207. Section 9503(f) of the Omnibus 
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (42 
U.S.C. 10363(f)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘2024’’ for ‘‘2023’’. 

TITLE III 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

ENERGY PROGRAMS 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $3,460,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $223,000,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2025, for program direc-
tion. 

CYBERSECURITY, ENERGY SECURITY, AND 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for energy sector 
cybersecurity, energy security, and emer-
gency response activities in carrying out the 
purposes of the Department of Energy Orga-
nization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), includ-
ing the acquisition or condemnation of any 
real property or any facility or for plant or 
facility acquisition, construction, or expan-
sion, $200,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of such amount, 
$28,000,000 shall be available until September 
30, 2025, for program direction. 

ELECTRICITY 

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for electricity ac-
tivities in carrying out the purposes of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition 
or condemnation of any real property or any 
facility or for plant or facility acquisition, 
construction, or expansion, $280,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $19,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2025, for pro-
gram direction: Provided further, That funds 
under this heading allocated for the purposes 
of section 9 of the Small Business Act, as 
amended (15 U.S.C. 638), including for Small 
Business Innovation Research and Small 
Business Technology Transfer activities, or 
for the purposes of section 1001 of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
16391(a)), for Technology Commercialization 
Fund activities, may be reprogrammed with-

out being subject to the restrictions in sec-
tion 301 of this Act. 

GRID DEPLOYMENT 
For Department of Energy expenses includ-

ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for grid deploy-
ment in carrying out the purposes of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7191 et seq.), including the acquisition 
or condemnation of any real property or any 
facility or for plant or facility acquisition, 
construction, or expansion, $60,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $6,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2025, for pro-
gram direction. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 
For Department of Energy expenses includ-

ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for nuclear energy 
activities in carrying out the purposes of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition 
or condemnation of any real property or any 
facility or for plant or facility acquisition, 
construction, or expansion, $1,685,000,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $90,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2025, for pro-
gram direction: Provided further, That for the 
purpose of section 954(a)(6) of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005, as amended, the only 
amount available shall be from the amount 
specified as including that purpose in the 
‘‘Final Bill’’ column in the ‘‘Department of 
Energy’’ table included under the heading 
‘‘Title III—Department of Energy’’ in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

FOSSIL ENERGY AND CARBON MANAGEMENT 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary in carrying out fossil energy and car-
bon management research and development 
activities, under the authority of the Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 
7101 et seq.), including the acquisition of in-
terest, including defeasible and equitable in-
terests in any real property or any facility 
or for plant or facility acquisition or expan-
sion, and for conducting inquiries, techno-
logical investigations and research con-
cerning the extraction, processing, use, and 
disposal of mineral substances without ob-
jectionable social and environmental costs 
(30 U.S.C. 3, 1602, and 1603), $865,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount $70,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2025, for pro-
gram direction. 

ENERGY PROJECTS 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary in carrying out community project 
funding activities, under the authority of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $83,724,000, to remain 
available until expended, for projects speci-
fied in the table that appears under the head-
ing ‘‘Congressionally Directed Spending for 
Energy Projects’’ in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 
NAVAL PETROLEUM AND OIL SHALE RESERVES 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary to carry out naval petroleum and oil 
shale reserve activities, $13,010,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, un-
obligated funds remaining from prior years 
shall be available for all naval petroleum 
and oil shale reserve activities. 

STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary for Strategic Petroleum Reserve facil-

ity development and operations and program 
management activities pursuant to the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 
6201 et seq.), $213,390,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

SPR PETROLEUM ACCOUNT 
For the acquisition, transportation, and 

injection of petroleum products, and for 
other necessary expenses pursuant to the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.), sections 403 
and 404 of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015 
(42 U.S.C. 6241, 6239 note), section 32204 of the 
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act (42 U.S.C. 6241 note), and section 30204 of 
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (42 U.S.C. 
6241 note), $100,000, to remain available until 
expended. 

NORTHEAST HOME HEATING OIL RESERVE 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary for Northeast Home Heating Oil Re-
serve storage, operation, and management 
activities pursuant to the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.), 
$7,150,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary in carrying out the activities of the 
Energy Information Administration, 
$135,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NON-DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 
For Department of Energy expenses, in-

cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses necessary for non-defense en-
vironmental cleanup activities in carrying 
out the purposes of the Department of En-
ergy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), 
including the acquisition or condemnation of 
any real property or any facility or for plant 
or facility acquisition, construction, or ex-
pansion, $342,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That in addition, 
fees collected pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of 
section 6939f of title 42, United States Code, 
and deposited under this heading in fiscal 
year 2024 pursuant to section 309 of title III 
of division C of Public Law 116–94 are appro-
priated, to remain available until expended, 
for mercury storage costs. 
URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND 

DECOMMISSIONING FUND 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary in carrying out uranium enrichment 
facility decontamination and decommis-
sioning, remedial actions, and other activi-
ties of title II of the Atomic Energy Act of 
1954, and title X, subtitle A, of the Energy 
Policy Act of 1992, $855,000,000, to be derived 
from the Uranium Enrichment Decontamina-
tion and Decommissioning Fund, to remain 
available until expended, of which $0 shall be 
available in accordance with title X, subtitle 
A, of the Energy Policy Act of 1992. 

SCIENCE 
For Department of Energy expenses includ-

ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and 
other expenses necessary for science activi-
ties in carrying out the purposes of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition 
or condemnation of any real property or any 
facility or for plant or facility acquisition, 
construction, or expansion, and purchase of 
not more than 35 passenger motor vehicles, 
$8,240,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount, 
$226,831,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for program direction. 

NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary for nuclear waste disposal activities 
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to carry out the purposes of the Nuclear 
Waste Policy Act of 1982, Public Law 97–425, 
as amended, $12,040,000, to remain available 
until expended, which shall be derived from 
the Nuclear Waste Fund. 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSITIONS 
For Department of Energy expenses nec-

essary for carrying out the activities of tech-
nology transitions, $20,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $11,500,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2025, for program direc-
tion. 

CLEAN ENERGY DEMONSTRATIONS 
For Department of Energy expenses, in-

cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses necessary for clean energy 
demonstrations in carrying out the purposes 
of the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition or condemnation of any real prop-
erty or any facility or for plant or facility 
acquisition, construction, or expansion, 
$50,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount, 
$27,500,000 shall be available until September 
30, 2025, for program direction. 

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY— 
ENERGY 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out the activities author-
ized by section 5012 of the America COM-
PETES Act (Public Law 110–69), $460,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $40,000,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2025, for pro-
gram direction. 

TITLE 17 INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN 
GUARANTEE PROGRAM 

Such sums as are derived from amounts re-
ceived from borrowers pursuant to section 
1702(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 under 
this heading in prior Acts, shall be collected 
in accordance with section 502(7) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided, That 
for necessary administrative expenses of the 
Title 17 Innovative Technology Loan Guar-
antee Program, as authorized, $70,000,000 is 
appropriated, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided further, That up to 
$70,000,000 of fees collected in fiscal year 2024 
pursuant to section 1702(h) of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 shall be credited as offset-
ting collections under this heading and used 
for necessary administrative expenses in this 
appropriation and shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided further, 
That to the extent that fees collected in fis-
cal year 2024 exceed $70,000,000, those excess 
amounts shall be credited as offsetting col-
lections under this heading and available in 
future fiscal years only to the extent pro-
vided in advance in appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced (1) as such fees are received during fis-
cal year 2024 (estimated at $70,000,000) and (2) 
to the extent that any remaining general 
fund appropriations can be derived from fees 
collected in previous fiscal years that are 
not otherwise appropriated, so as to result in 
a final fiscal year 2024 appropriation from 
the general fund estimated at $0: Provided 
further, That the Department of Energy shall 
not subordinate any loan obligation to other 
financing in violation of section 1702 of the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 or subordinate any 
Guaranteed Obligation to any loan or other 
debt obligations in violation of section 609.8 
of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations. 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES 
MANUFACTURING LOAN PROGRAM 

For Department of Energy administrative 
expenses necessary in carrying out the Ad-

vanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing 
Loan Program, $13,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 
TRIBAL ENERGY LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM 
For Department of Energy administrative 

expenses necessary in carrying out the Trib-
al Energy Loan Guarantee Program, 
$6,300,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

INDIAN ENERGY POLICY AND PROGRAMS 
For necessary expenses for Indian Energy 

activities in carrying out the purposes of the 
Department of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $70,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
the amount appropriated under this heading, 
$14,000,000 shall be available until September 
30, 2025, for program direction. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
For salaries and expenses of the Depart-

ment of Energy necessary for departmental 
administration in carrying out the purposes 
of the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $387,078,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, in-
cluding the hire of passenger motor vehicles 
and official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $30,000, plus such addi-
tional amounts as necessary to cover in-
creases in the estimated amount of cost of 
work for others notwithstanding the provi-
sions of the Anti-Deficiency Act (31 U.S.C. 
1511 et seq.): Provided, That such increases in 
cost of work are offset by revenue increases 
of the same or greater amount: Provided fur-
ther, That moneys received by the Depart-
ment for miscellaneous revenues estimated 
to total $100,578,000 in fiscal year 2024 may be 
retained and used for operating expenses 
within this account, as authorized by section 
201 of Public Law 95–238, notwithstanding the 
provisions of 31 U.S.C. 3302: Provided further, 
That the sum herein appropriated shall be 
reduced as collections are received during 
the fiscal year so as to result in a final fiscal 
year 2024 appropriation from the general 
fund estimated at not more than $286,500,000. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses necessary for the Office of the 

Inspector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$86,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 
ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION 
WEAPONS ACTIVITIES 

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other incidental expenses necessary for 
atomic energy defense weapons activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $19,108,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $118,056,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2025, for program direc-
tion. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION 
For Department of Energy expenses, in-

cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other incidental expenses necessary for de-
fense nuclear nonproliferation activities, in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $2,581,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

NAVAL REACTORS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for naval reactors activities to carry 
out the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition (by purchase, condemnation, con-
struction, or otherwise) of real property, 
plant, and capital equipment, facilities, and 
facility expansion, $1,946,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which, $92,800,000 
shall be transferred to ‘‘Department of En-
ergy—Energy Programs—Nuclear Energy’’, 
for the Advanced Test Reactor: Provided, 
That of such amount made available under 
this heading, $61,540,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2025, for program direc-
tion. 

FEDERAL SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for Federal Sala-

ries and Expenses in the National Nuclear 
Security Administration, $500,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, in-
cluding official reception and representation 
expenses not to exceed $17,000. 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE 

ACTIVITIES 
DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses necessary for atomic energy 
defense environmental cleanup activities in 
carrying out the purposes of the Department 
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et 
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or 
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $7,285,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That of 
such amount, $326,893,000 shall be available 
until September 30, 2025, for program direc-
tion. 

DEFENSE URANIUM ENRICHMENT 
DECONTAMINATION AND DECOMMISSIONING 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For an additional amount for atomic en-

ergy defense environmental cleanup activi-
ties for Department of Energy contributions 
for uranium enrichment decontamination 
and decommissioning activities, $285,000,000, 
to be deposited into the Defense Environ-
mental Cleanup account, which shall be 
transferred to the ‘‘Uranium Enrichment De-
contamination and Decommissioning Fund’’. 

OTHER DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 
For Department of Energy expenses, in-

cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and 
other expenses, necessary for atomic energy 
defense, other defense activities, and classi-
fied activities, in carrying out the purposes 
of the Department of Energy Organization 
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition or condemnation of any real prop-
erty or any facility or for plant or facility 
acquisition, construction, or expansion, 
$1,080,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount, 
$381,593,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for program direction. 
POWER MARKETING ADMINISTRATIONS 
BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION FUND 
Expenditures from the Bonneville Power 

Administration Fund, established pursuant 
to Public Law 93–454, are approved for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses in 
an amount not to exceed $5,000: Provided, 
That during fiscal year 2024, no new direct 
loan obligations may be made. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SOUTHEASTERN 

POWER ADMINISTRATION 
For expenses necessary for operation and 

maintenance of power transmission facilities 
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and for marketing electric power and energy, 
including transmission wheeling and ancil-
lary services, pursuant to section 5 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), as 
applied to the southeastern power area, 
$8,449,000, including official reception and 
representation expenses in an amount not to 
exceed $1,500, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302 and section 5 of the Flood Control 
Act of 1944, up to $8,449,000 collected by the 
Southeastern Power Administration from 
the sale of power and related services shall 
be credited to this account as discretionary 
offsetting collections, to remain available 
until expended for the sole purpose of fund-
ing the annual expenses of the Southeastern 
Power Administration: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated for annual ex-
penses shall be reduced as collections are re-
ceived during the fiscal year so as to result 
in a final fiscal year 2024 appropriation esti-
mated at not more than $0: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, up to 
$71,850,000 collected by the Southeastern 
Power Administration pursuant to the Flood 
Control Act of 1944 to recover purchase 
power and wheeling expenses shall be cred-
ited to this account as offsetting collections, 
to remain available until expended for the 
sole purpose of making purchase power and 
wheeling expenditures: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this appropriation, annual ex-
penses means expenditures that are gen-
erally recovered in the same year that they 
are incurred (excluding purchase power and 
wheeling expenses). 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
SOUTHWESTERN POWER ADMINISTRATION 

For expenses necessary for operation and 
maintenance of power transmission facilities 
and for marketing electric power and energy, 
for construction and acquisition of trans-
mission lines, substations and appurtenant 
facilities, and for administrative expenses, 
including official reception and representa-
tion expenses in an amount not to exceed 
$1,500 in carrying out section 5 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), as applied 
to the Southwestern Power Administration, 
$52,326,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302 and section 5 of the Flood Control 
Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), up to $40,886,000 
collected by the Southwestern Power Admin-
istration from the sale of power and related 
services shall be credited to this account as 
discretionary offsetting collections, to re-
main available until expended, for the sole 
purpose of funding the annual expenses of 
the Southwestern Power Administration: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated for annual expenses shall be reduced 
as collections are received during the fiscal 
year so as to result in a final fiscal year 2024 
appropriation estimated at not more than 
$11,440,000: Provided further, That notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, up to $80,000,000 col-
lected by the Southwestern Power Adminis-
tration pursuant to the Flood Control Act of 
1944 to recover purchase power and wheeling 
expenses shall be credited to this account as 
offsetting collections, to remain available 
until expended for the sole purpose of mak-
ing purchase power and wheeling expendi-
tures: Provided further, That for purposes of 
this appropriation, annual expenses means 
expenditures that are generally recovered in 
the same year that they are incurred (ex-
cluding purchase power and wheeling ex-
penses). 
CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, OPERATION 

AND MAINTENANCE, WESTERN AREA POWER 
ADMINISTRATION 
For carrying out the functions authorized 

by title III, section 302(a)(1)(E) of the Act of 
August 4, 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7152), and other re-

lated activities including conservation and 
renewable resources programs as authorized, 
$313,289,000, including official reception and 
representation expenses in an amount not to 
exceed $1,500, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $313,289,000 shall be derived 
from the Department of the Interior Rec-
lamation Fund: Provided, That notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, section 5 of the Flood 
Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), and sec-
tion 1 of the Interior Department Appropria-
tion Act, 1939 (43 U.S.C. 392a), up to 
$213,417,000 collected by the Western Area 
Power Administration from the sale of power 
and related services shall be credited to this 
account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended, for 
the sole purpose of funding the annual ex-
penses of the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated for annual expenses shall be 
reduced as collections are received during 
the fiscal year so as to result in a final fiscal 
year 2024 appropriation estimated at not 
more than $99,872,000, of which $99,872,000 is 
derived from the Reclamation Fund: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 
up to $475,000,000 collected by the Western 
Area Power Administration pursuant to the 
Flood Control Act of 1944 and the Reclama-
tion Project Act of 1939 to recover purchase 
power and wheeling expenses shall be cred-
ited to this account as offsetting collections, 
to remain available until expended for the 
sole purpose of making purchase power and 
wheeling expenditures: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this appropriation, annual ex-
penses means expenditures that are gen-
erally recovered in the same year that they 
are incurred (excluding purchase power and 
wheeling expenses). 

FALCON AND AMISTAD OPERATING AND 
MAINTENANCE FUND 

For operation, maintenance, and emer-
gency costs for the hydroelectric facilities at 
the Falcon and Amistad Dams, $3,425,000, to 
remain available until expended, and to be 
derived from the Falcon and Amistad Oper-
ating and Maintenance Fund of the Western 
Area Power Administration, as provided in 
section 2 of the Act of June 18, 1954 (68 Stat. 
255): Provided, That notwithstanding the pro-
visions of that Act and of 31 U.S.C. 3302, up 
to $3,197,000 collected by the Western Area 
Power Administration from the sale of power 
and related services from the Falcon and 
Amistad Dams shall be credited to this ac-
count as discretionary offsetting collections, 
to remain available until expended for the 
sole purpose of funding the annual expenses 
of the hydroelectric facilities of these Dams 
and associated Western Area Power Adminis-
tration activities: Provided further, That the 
sum herein appropriated for annual expenses 
shall be reduced as collections are received 
during the fiscal year so as to result in a 
final fiscal year 2024 appropriation estimated 
at not more than $228,000: Provided further, 
That for purposes of this appropriation, an-
nual expenses means expenditures that are 
generally recovered in the same year that 
they are incurred: Provided further, That for 
fiscal year 2024, the Administrator of the 
Western Area Power Administration may ac-
cept up to $1,872,000 in funds contributed by 
United States power customers of the Falcon 
and Amistad Dams for deposit into the Fal-
con and Amistad Operating and Maintenance 
Fund, and such funds shall be available for 
the purpose for which contributed in like 
manner as if said sums had been specifically 
appropriated for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That any such funds shall be available 
without further appropriation and without 
fiscal year limitation for use by the Commis-
sioner of the United States Section of the 
International Boundary and Water Commis-

sion for the sole purpose of operating, main-
taining, repairing, rehabilitating, replacing, 
or upgrading the hydroelectric facilities at 
these Dams in accordance with agreements 
reached between the Administrator, Com-
missioner, and the power customers. 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to carry out 
the provisions of the Department of Energy 
Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), in-
cluding services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $3,000, and the hire of 
passenger motor vehicles, $520,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, not to exceed $520,000,000 of revenues 
from fees and annual charges, and other 
services and collections in fiscal year 2024 
shall be retained and used for expenses nec-
essary in this account, and shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That the sum herein appropriated from the 
general fund shall be reduced as revenues are 
received during fiscal year 2024 so as to re-
sult in a final fiscal year 2024 appropriation 
from the general fund estimated at not more 
than $0. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 301. (a) No appropriation, funds, or au-

thority made available by this title for the 
Department of Energy shall be used to ini-
tiate or resume any program, project, or ac-
tivity or to prepare or initiate Requests For 
Proposals or similar arrangements (includ-
ing Requests for Quotations, Requests for In-
formation, and Funding Opportunity An-
nouncements) for a program, project, or ac-
tivity if the program, project, or activity has 
not been funded by Congress. 

(b)(1) Unless the Secretary of Energy noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress at least 3 full busi-
ness days in advance, none of the funds made 
available in this title may be used to— 

(A) make a grant allocation or discre-
tionary grant award totaling $1,000,000 or 
more; 

(B) make a discretionary contract award or 
Other Transaction Agreement totaling 
$1,000,000 or more, including a contract cov-
ered by the Federal Acquisition Regulation; 

(C) provide nonoperational funding 
through a competition restricted only to De-
partment of Energy National Laboratories 
totaling $1,000,000 or more; 

(D) provide nonoperational funding di-
rectly to a Department of Energy National 
Laboratory totaling $25,000,000 or more; 

(E) issue a letter of intent to make an allo-
cation, award, or Agreement in excess of the 
limits in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D); or 

(F) announce publicly the intention to 
make an allocation, award, or Agreement in 
excess of the limits in subparagraph (A), (B), 
(C), or (D). 

(2) The Secretary of Energy shall submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress within 15 days of the con-
clusion of each quarter a report detailing 
each grant allocation or discretionary grant 
award totaling less than $1,000,000 provided 
during the previous quarter. 

(3) The notification required by paragraph 
(1) and the report required by paragraph (2) 
shall include the recipient of the award, the 
amount of the award, the fiscal year for 
which the funds for the award were appro-
priated, the account and program, project, or 
activity from which the funds are being 
drawn, the title of the award, and a brief de-
scription of the activity for which the award 
is made. 
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(c) The Department of Energy may not, 

with respect to any program, project, or ac-
tivity that uses budget authority made 
available in this title under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Energy—Energy Programs’’, 
enter into a multiyear contract, award a 
multiyear grant, or enter into a multiyear 
cooperative agreement unless— 

(1) the contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement is funded for the full period of 
performance as anticipated at the time of 
award; or 

(2) the contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement includes a clause conditioning the 
Federal Government’s obligation on the 
availability of future year budget authority 
and the Secretary notifies the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 3 days in advance. 

(d) Except as provided in subsections (e), 
(f), and (g), the amounts made available by 
this title shall be expended as authorized by 
law for the programs, projects, and activities 
specified in the ‘‘Final Bill’’ column in the 
‘‘Department of Energy’’ table included 
under the heading ‘‘Title III—Department of 
Energy’’ in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 

(e) The amounts made available by this 
title may be reprogrammed for any program, 
project, or activity, and the Department 
shall notify, and obtain the prior approval 
of, the Committees on Appropriations of 
both Houses of Congress at least 30 days 
prior to the use of any proposed reprogram-
ming that would cause any program, project, 
or activity funding level to increase or de-
crease by more than $5,000,000 or 10 percent, 
whichever is less, during the time period cov-
ered by this Act. 

(f) None of the funds provided in this title 
shall be available for obligation or expendi-
ture through a reprogramming of funds 
that— 

(1) creates, initiates, or eliminates a pro-
gram, project, or activity; 

(2) increases funds or personnel for any 
program, project, or activity for which funds 
are denied or restricted by this Act; or 

(3) reduces funds that are directed to be 
used for a specific program, project, or activ-
ity by this Act. 

(g)(1) The Secretary of Energy may waive 
any requirement or restriction in this sec-
tion that applies to the use of funds made 
available for the Department of Energy if 
compliance with such requirement or re-
striction would pose a substantial risk to 
human health, the environment, welfare, or 
national security. 

(2) The Secretary of Energy shall notify 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress of any waiver under para-
graph (1) as soon as practicable, but not later 
than 3 days after the date of the activity to 
which a requirement or restriction would 
otherwise have applied. Such notice shall in-
clude an explanation of the substantial risk 
under paragraph (1) that permitted such 
waiver. 

(h) The unexpended balances of prior ap-
propriations provided for activities in this 
Act may be available to the same appropria-
tion accounts for such activities established 
pursuant to this title. Available balances 
may be merged with funds in the applicable 
established accounts and thereafter may be 
accounted for as one fund for the same time 
period as originally enacted. 

SEC. 302. None of the funds made available 
in this title shall be used for the construc-
tion of facilities classified as high-hazard nu-
clear facilities under 10 CFR Part 830 unless 
independent oversight is conducted by the 
Office of Enterprise Assessments to ensure 
the project is in compliance with nuclear 
safety requirements. 

SEC. 303. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to approve critical 
decision-2 or critical decision-3 under De-
partment of Energy Order 413.3B, or any suc-
cessive departmental guidance, for construc-
tion projects where the total project cost ex-
ceeds $100,000,000, until a separate inde-
pendent cost estimate has been developed for 
the project for that critical decision. 

SEC. 304. None of the funds made available 
in this title may be used to support a grant 
allocation award, discretionary grant award, 
or cooperative agreement that exceeds 
$100,000,000 in Federal funding unless the 
project is carried out through internal inde-
pendent project management procedures. 

SEC. 305. No funds shall be transferred di-
rectly from ‘‘Department of Energy—Power 
Marketing Administration—Colorado River 
Basins Power Marketing Fund, Western Area 
Power Administration’’ to the general fund 
of the Treasury in the current fiscal year. 

SEC. 306. Only $35,000,000 of the amounts 
made available in this Act under the heading 
‘‘Weapons Activities’’ for W80–4 Alteration- 
SLCM, as specified in the ‘‘Final Bill’’ col-
umn in the ‘‘Department of Energy’’ table 
included under the heading ‘‘Title III—De-
partment of Energy’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), shall be available for obligation until 
15 days after the date on which the Adminis-
trator of the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration certifies in writing to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress that the Administrator is in com-
pliance with the requirements of subsection 
(c) and subsection (d) of section 1642 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263). 

SEC. 307. (a) Of the unobligated balances of 
amounts made available to the Department 
of Energy under each heading in title III of 
division J of Public Law 117–58, an amount 
equal to the amount transferred from each 
such heading as of September 30, 2023, pursu-
ant to section 303 of Public Law 117–58 shall 
be transferred not later than 15 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act to the Of-
fice of the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Energy to oversee the funds made 
available to the Department of Energy in 
Public Law 117–58: Provided, That any 
amounts so transferred that were previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the Budget are designated as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for 
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2024 budget enforcement 
in the House of Representatives. 

(b) As of the date of enactment of this Act, 
of the amounts made available to the De-
partment of Energy under each of sections 
50121, 50141, 50142, 50143, 50144, 50145, 50151, 
50152, 50153, and 50161 of Public Law 117–169, 
two-tenths of one percent of such amounts 
shall be transferred to the Office of the In-
spector General of the Department of Energy 
to oversee the funds made available to the 
Department of Energy in Public Law 117–169: 
Provided, That amounts so transferred shall 
be derived from the unobligated balances of 
amounts under each such section. 

(c) Section 303 of Public Law 117–58 is 
amended by striking ‘‘through 2026’’ and in-
serting ‘‘and 2023, and two-tenths of such 
amounts made available in each of fiscal 
years 2024 through 2026’’: Provided, That 
amounts repurposed pursuant to the amend-
ments made by this subsection that were 
previously designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the Budget are des-
ignated as an emergency requirement pursu-

ant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 
(117th Congress), the concurrent resolution 
on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and to leg-
islation establishing fiscal year 2024 budget 
enforcement in the House of Representa-
tives. 

SEC. 308. (a) Notwithstanding sections 161 
and 167 of the Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 6241, 6247), the Secretary 
of Energy shall draw down and sell one mil-
lion barrels of refined petroleum product 
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve dur-
ing fiscal year 2024. 

(b) All proceeds from such sale shall be de-
posited into the general fund of the Treasury 
during fiscal year 2024. 

(c) Upon the completion of such sale, the 
Secretary shall carry out the closure of the 
Northeast Gasoline Supply Reserve. 

(d)(1) The Secretary of Energy may not es-
tablish any new regional petroleum product 
reserve unless funding for the proposed re-
gional petroleum product reserve is explic-
itly requested in advance in an annual budg-
et submitted by the President pursuant to 
section 1105 of title 31, United States Code, 
and approved by the Congress in an appro-
priations Act. 

(2) The budget request or notification shall 
include— 

(A) the justification for the new reserve; 
(B) a cost estimate for the establishment, 

operation, and maintenance of the reserve, 
including funding sources; 

(C) a detailed plan for operation of the re-
serve, including the conditions upon which 
the products may be released; 

(D) the location of the reserve; and 
(E) the estimate of the total inventory of 

the reserve. 
SEC. 309. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to draw down and 
sell petroleum products from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve (1) to any entity that is 
under the ownership, control, or influence of 
the Chinese Communist Party; or (2) except 
on condition that such petroleum products 
will not be exported to the People’s Republic 
of China. 

SEC. 310. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the Sec-
retary of Energy to award any grant, con-
tract, cooperative agreement, or loan of 
$10,000,000 or greater to an entity of concern 
as defined in section 10114 of division B of 
Public Law 117–167. 

(b) The Secretary shall implement the re-
quirements under subsection (a) using a risk- 
based approach and analytical tools to ag-
gregate, link, analyze, and maintain infor-
mation reported by an entity seeking or re-
ceiving such funds made available by this 
Act. 

(c) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with the obligations of the 
United States under applicable international 
agreements. 

(d) The Secretary shall have the authority 
to require the submission to the agency, by 
an entity seeking or receiving such funds 
made available by this Act, documentation 
necessary to implement the requirements 
under subsection (a). 

(e) Chapter 35 of title 44, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Paperwork 
Reduction Act’’), shall not apply to the im-
plementation of the requirements under this 
section. 

(f) The Secretary and other Federal agen-
cies shall coordinate to share relevant infor-
mation necessary to implement the require-
ments under subsection (a). 

SEC. 311. (a) Of the unobligated amounts 
available under the heading ‘‘Department of 
Energy—Energy Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ 
in division J of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58) for 
fiscal years 2023, 2024, 2025, and 2026 the fol-
lowing shall be available, in addition to 
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amounts otherwise made available for these 
purposes: 

(1)(A) $500,000,000 for not more than two 
competitive awards for commercial utility 
deployment projects for a grid scale Genera-
tion 3+ small modular reactor design pursu-
ant to section 959A of the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005, of which $200,000,000 shall be avail-
able in fiscal year 2024 and $300,000,000 shall 
be available in fiscal year 2025; and 

(B) up to $300,000,000 for the not more than 
two awards made under subparagraph (A) 
shall be available in fiscal year 2026. 

(2) $100,000,000 for one or more competitive 
awards to support design, licensing, supplier 
development, and site preparation of a grid- 
scale Generation 3+ reactor design under the 
Advanced Small Modular Reactor RD&D pro-
gram. 

(3)(A) $50,000,000 for university and college- 
based nuclear reactor safety training as au-
thorized by law, including section 31 of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, section 4 of the 
Nuclear Safety, Research, Demonstration, 
and Development Act of 1980, and section 
10745 of the Research and Development, Com-
petition, and Innovation Act (division B of 
Public Law 117–167); and 

(B) up to $50,000,000 for the training under 
subparagraph (A) shall be available in fiscal 
year 2025. 

(b) Provided further, That amounts 
repurposed pursuant to this section that 
were previously designated by the Congress 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to a 
concurrent resolution on the Budget are des-
ignated as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 
(117th Congress), the concurrent resolution 
on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and to leg-
islation establishing fiscal year 2024 budget 
enforcement in the House of Representa-
tives. 

SEC. 312. (a) Of the unobligated balances 
from amounts previously appropriated under 
the heading ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ in division J of 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(Public Law 117–58) that were made available 
for fiscal years 2022, 2023, and 2024, up to 
$2,720,000,000 shall be available, in addition to 
amounts otherwise available, for necessary 
expenses to carry out the Nuclear Fuel Secu-
rity Act of 2023 (section 3131 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2024 (Public Law 118–31)): Provided, That if in-
sufficient unobligated balances are available 
from such fiscal year 2022, 2023, and 2024 
amounts to fund a total amount for such 
purpose of up to $2,720,000,000, then up to 
$800,000,000 from amounts previously appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Department of 
Energy—Energy Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ 
in division J of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58) that 
are made available for fiscal year 2025 may 
be made available, in addition to amounts 
otherwise available, for such purpose to meet 
such total amount: Provided further, That 
amounts repurposed pursuant to this section 
may be transferred to ‘‘Department of En-
ergy—Energy Programs—American Energy 
Independence Fund’’ in either fiscal year 2024 
or fiscal year 2025: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Energy may use the amounts 
repurposed, transferred, or otherwise made 
available pursuant to this section to enter 
into and perform such contracts, leases, co-
operative agreements, or other similar trans-
actions with public agencies and private or-
ganizations and persons, as authorized by 
section 646(a) of the Department of Energy 
Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7256(a)), for such 
periods of time and subject to such terms 
and conditions as the Secretary deems ap-
propriate, without regard to section 161(u) of 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 
2201(u)): Provided further, That notwith-

standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, receipts from the 
sale or transfer of LEU and HALEU or from 
any other transaction in connection with the 
amounts repurposed, transferred, or other-
wise made available pursuant to this section 
shall hereafter be credited to the ‘‘American 
Energy Independence Fund’’ as discretionary 
offsetting collections and shall be available, 
for the same purposes as funds repurposed or 
transferred pursuant to this section, to the 
extent and in the amounts provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts: Provided fur-
ther, That receipts may hereafter be col-
lected from transactions entered into pursu-
ant to section 2001(a)(2)(F)(iii) of the Energy 
Act of 2020 (42 U.S.C. 16281(a)(2)(F)(iii)) and, 
notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, receipts from 
any transaction entered into pursuant to 
section 2001(a)(2)(F)(ii) and (iii) of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 16281(a)(2)(F)(ii) and (iii)) shall 
hereafter be credited to the ‘‘American En-
ergy Independence Fund’’ as discretionary 
offsetting collections and shall be available, 
for the same purposes as funds repurposed or 
transferred pursuant to this section, to the 
extent and in the amounts provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Energy may use 
funds repurposed, transferred, or otherwise 
made available pursuant to this section for a 
commitment only if the full extent of the an-
ticipated costs stemming from that commit-
ment is recorded as an obligation at the time 
that the commitment is made and only to 
the extent that up-front obligation is re-
corded in full at that time: Provided further, 
That amounts repurposed or transferred pur-
suant to this section that were previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the Budget are designated as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for 
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2024 budget enforcement 
in the House of Representatives. 

(b) Amounts may not be repurposed or 
transferred pursuant to this section until a 
law is enacted or administrative action is 
taken to prohibit or limit importation of 
LEU and HALEU from the Russian Federa-
tion or by a Russian entity into the United 
States. 

(c) The Nuclear Fuel Security Act of 2023 
(section 3131 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 
118–31)) is amended— 

(1) in subsections (f)(1)(B)(i) and (h)(4)(B)(i) 
to read as follows— 

‘‘(i) may not make commitments under 
this subsection (including cooperative agree-
ments (used in accordance with section 6305 
of title 31, United States Code), purchase 
agreements, guarantees, leases, service con-
tracts, or any other type of commitment) for 
the purchase or other acquisition of HALEU 
or LEU unless funds are specifically provided 
for those purposes in advance in appropria-
tions Acts enacted after the date of enact-
ment of this Act; and’’. 

(2) in subjection (j) to read as follows— 
‘‘(j) REASONABLE COMPENSATION.—In car-

rying out activities under this section, the 
Secretary shall ensure that any LEU and 
HALEU made available by the Secretary 
under 1 or more of the Programs is subject to 
reasonable compensation, taking into ac-
count the fair market value of the LEU or 
HALEU and the purposes of this section.’’. 

SEC. 313. (a) Subject to subsection (b), none 
of the funds made available to the Depart-
ment of Energy in this or any other Act, in-
cluding prior Acts and Acts other than ap-
propriations Acts, may be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of any contractor de-
tailed to a Congressional Committee or 
Member Office or to the Executive Branch 

for longer than a 24-month period, to per-
form a scope of work, or participate in any 
matter, with the intent to influence deci-
sions or determinations regarding a Depart-
ment of Energy National Laboratory, or par-
ticipate in any matter that may have a di-
rect and predictable effect on the contrac-
tor’s employer or personal financial interest: 
Provided, That with respect to contractors 
detailed to a Congressional Committee or 
Member Office or to the Executive Branch as 
of the date of enactment of this Act, the ini-
tial 24-month period described in this sub-
section shall be deemed to have begun on the 
later of the date on which such contractor 
was detailed or the date that is 12 months 
before the date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the 
term ‘‘contractor’’ is defined to mean any 
contracted employee of a Department of En-
ergy National Laboratory, as defined by sec-
tion 2 (3) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 15801). 

SEC. 314. (a) The fifty-first proviso under 
the heading ‘‘Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy’’ in title III of division J of Pub-
lic Law 117–58 is amended by striking ‘‘three 
percent’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘five percent’’. 

(b) The eighth proviso under the heading 
‘‘Cybersecurity, Energy Security, and Emer-
gency Response’’ in title III of division J of 
Public Law 117–58 is amended by striking 
‘‘three percent’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘five percent’’. 

(c) The tenth proviso under the heading 
‘‘Electricity’’ in title III of division J of Pub-
lic Law 117–58 is amended by striking ‘‘three 
percent’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘five percent’’. 

(d) The twenty-second proviso under the 
heading ‘‘Fossil Energy and Carbon Manage-
ment’’ in title III of division J of Public Law 
117–58 is amended by striking ‘‘three per-
cent’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘five percent’’. 

(e) The twenty-sixth proviso under the 
heading ‘‘Office of Clean Energy Demonstra-
tions’’ in title III of division J of Public Law 
117–58 is amended by striking ‘‘three per-
cent’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘five percent’’. 

(f) Amounts repurposed pursuant to this 
section that were previously designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the 
Budget are designated as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. 
Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent 
resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2022, 
and to legislation establishing fiscal year 
2024 budget enforcement in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

TITLE IV 
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

programs authorized by the Appalachian Re-
gional Development Act of 1965, as amended, 
and for expenses necessary for the Federal 
Co-Chairman and the Alternate on the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission, for payment 
of the Federal share of the administrative 
expenses of the Commission, including serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, and hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, $200,000,000, to 
remain available until expended. 
DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the Defense Nu-

clear Facilities Safety Board in carrying out 
activities authorized by the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954, as amended by Public Law 100– 
456, section 1441, $42,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025, of which not to 
exceed $1,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 
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DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary for the Delta Re-

gional Authority and to carry out its activi-
ties, as authorized by the Delta Regional Au-
thority Act of 2000, notwithstanding sections 
382F(d), 382M, and 382N of said Act, 
$31,100,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

DENALI COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Denali 

Commission including the purchase, con-
struction, and acquisition of plant and cap-
ital equipment as necessary and other ex-
penses, $17,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, notwithstanding the limitations 
contained in section 306(g) of the Denali 
Commission Act of 1998: Provided, That not-
withstanding the limitations contained in 
section 307(c) of the Denali Commission Act 
of 1998, as amended, funds shall be available 
for construction projects for which the 
Denali Commission is the sole or primary 
funding source in an amount not to exceed 90 
percent of total project cost for distressed 
communities, as defined by such section and 
by section 701 of appendix D, title VII, Public 
Law 106–113 (113 Stat. 1501A–280), and for In-
dian Tribes, as defined by section 5304(e) of 
title 25, United States Code, and in an 
amount not to exceed 50 percent for non-dis-
tressed communities: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law 
regarding payment of a non-Federal share in 
connection with a grant-in-aid program, 
amounts under this heading shall be avail-
able for the payment of such a non-Federal 
share for any project for which the Denali 
Commission is not the sole or primary fund-
ing source, provided that such project is con-
sistent with the purposes of the Commission. 

NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Northern 

Border Regional Commission in carrying out 
activities authorized by subtitle V of title 40, 
United States Code, $41,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That such 
amounts shall be available for administra-
tive expenses, notwithstanding section 
15751(b) of title 40, United States Code. 
SOUTHEAST CRESCENT REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Southeast 

Crescent Regional Commission in carrying 
out activities authorized by subtitle V of 
title 40, United States Code, $20,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

SOUTHWEST BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION 
For expenses necessary for the Southwest 

Border Regional Commission in carrying out 
activities authorized by subtitle V of title 40, 
United States Code, $5,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

GREAT LAKES AUTHORITY 
For expenses necessary for the Great 

Lakes Authority in carrying out activities 
authorized by subtitle V of title 40, United 
States Code, $5,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Commission 
in carrying out the purposes of the Energy 
Reorganization Act of 1974 and the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954, $928,317,580, including of-
ficial representation expenses not to exceed 
$30,000, to remain available until expended: 
Provided, That of the amount appropriated 
herein, not more than $10,350,720 may be 
made available for salaries, travel, and other 
support costs for the Office of the Commis-
sion, to remain available until September 30, 
2025: Provided further, That revenues from li-
censing fees, inspection services, and other 
services and collections estimated at 

$794,341,580 in fiscal year 2024 shall be re-
tained and used for necessary salaries and 
expenses in this account, notwithstanding 31 
U.S.C. 3302, and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided further, That the sum 
herein appropriated shall be reduced by the 
amount of revenues received during fiscal 
year 2024 so as to result in a final fiscal year 
2024 appropriation estimated at not more 
than $133,976,000. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For expenses necessary for the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$15,769,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That revenues from 
licensing fees, inspection services, and other 
services and collections estimated at 
$12,655,000 in fiscal year 2024 shall be retained 
and be available until September 30, 2025, for 
necessary salaries and expenses in this ac-
count, notwithstanding section 3302 of title 
31, United States Code: Provided further, That 
the sum herein appropriated shall be reduced 
by the amount of revenues received during 
fiscal year 2024 so as to result in a final fiscal 
year 2024 appropriation estimated at not 
more than $3,114,000: Provided further, That of 
the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing, $1,520,000 shall be for Inspector General 
services for the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board. 

NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Nuclear 
Waste Technical Review Board, as author-
ized by Public Law 100–203, section 5051, 
$4,064,000, to be derived from the Nuclear 
Waste Fund, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—INDEPENDENT 

AGENCIES 
SEC. 401. The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-

sion shall comply with the July 5, 2011, 
version of Chapter VI of its Internal Com-
mission Procedures when responding to Con-
gressional requests for information, con-
sistent with Department of Justice guidance 
for all Federal agencies. 

SEC. 402. (a) The amounts made available 
by this title for the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission may be reprogrammed for any 
program, project, or activity, and the Com-
mission shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at 
least 30 days prior to the use of any proposed 
reprogramming that would cause any pro-
gram funding level to increase or decrease by 
more than $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is 
less, during the time period covered by this 
Act. 

(b)(1) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
may waive the notification requirement in 
subsection (a) if compliance with such re-
quirement would pose a substantial risk to 
human health, the environment, welfare, or 
national security. 

(2) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of any waiv-
er under paragraph (1) as soon as practicable, 
but not later than 3 days after the date of 
the activity to which a requirement or re-
striction would otherwise have applied. Such 
notice shall include an explanation of the 
substantial risk under paragraph (1) that 
permitted such waiver and shall provide a 
detailed report to the Committees of such 
waiver and changes to funding levels to pro-
grams, projects, or activities. 

(c) Except as provided in subsections (a), 
(b), and (d), the amounts made available by 
this title for ‘‘Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion—Salaries and Expenses’’ shall be ex-
pended as directed in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 

preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 

(d) None of the funds provided for the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming of funds that increases funds 
or personnel for any program, project, or ac-
tivity for which funds are denied or re-
stricted by this Act. 

(e) The Commission shall provide a month-
ly report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, which in-
cludes the following for each program, 
project, or activity, including any prior year 
appropriations— 

(1) total budget authority; 
(2) total unobligated balances; and 
(3) total unliquidated obligations. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 501. None of the funds appropriated by 

this Act may be used in any way, directly or 
indirectly, to influence congressional action 
on any legislation or appropriation matters 
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913. 

SEC. 502. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in title III of this Act may be trans-
ferred to any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government, 
except pursuant to a transfer made by or 
transfer authority provided in this Act or 
any other appropriations Act for any fiscal 
year, transfer authority referenced in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), or any authority whereby 
a department, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States Government may provide 
goods or services to another department, 
agency, or instrumentality. 

(b) None of the funds made available for 
any department, agency, or instrumentality 
of the United States Government may be 
transferred to accounts funded in title III of 
this Act, except pursuant to a transfer made 
by or transfer authority provided in this Act 
or any other appropriations Act for any fis-
cal year, transfer authority referenced in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act), or any authority whereby 
a department, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States Government may provide 
goods or services to another department, 
agency, or instrumentality. 

(c) The head of any relevant department or 
agency funded in this Act utilizing any 
transfer authority shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress a semiannual report detailing the 
transfer authorities, except for any author-
ity whereby a department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government 
may provide goods or services to another de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality, used 
in the previous 6 months and in the year-to- 
date. This report shall include the amounts 
transferred and the purposes for which they 
were transferred, and shall not replace or 
modify existing notification requirements 
for each authority. 

SEC. 503. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, Tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 504. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
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used to admit any non-US citizen from Rus-
sia or China to any nuclear weapons produc-
tion facility, as such term is defined in sec-
tion 4002 of the Atomic Energy Defense Act, 
other than areas accessible to the general 
public, unless 30 days prior to facility admit-
tance, the Department of Energy provides 
notification to the Committees on Appro-
priations and Armed Services of both Houses 
of Congress. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Energy 
and Water Development and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 
DIVISION E—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-

RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES 

For necessary expenses for protection, use, 
improvement, development, disposal, cadas-
tral surveying, classification, acquisition of 
easements and other interests in lands, and 
performance of other functions, including 
maintenance of facilities, as authorized by 
law, in the management of lands and their 
resources under the jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, including the 
general administration of the Bureau, and 
assessment of mineral potential of public 
lands pursuant to section 1010(a) of Public 
Law 96–487 (16 U.S.C. 3150(a)), $1,294,916,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2025; of 
which $55,000,000 for annual maintenance and 
deferred maintenance programs and 
$141,972,000 for the wild horse and burro pro-
gram, as authorized by Public Law 92–195 (16 
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That amounts in 
the fee account of the BLM Permit Proc-
essing Improvement Fund may be used for 
any bureau-related expenses associated with 
the processing of oil and gas applications for 
permits to drill and related use of authoriza-
tions: Provided further, That of the amounts 
made available under this heading, up to 
$1,000,000 may be made available for the pur-
poses described in section 122(e)(1)(A) of divi-
sion G of Public Law 115–31 (43 U.S.C. 
1748c(e)(1)(A)): Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
not to exceed $15,000 may be for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made 
available under this heading, $150,000 is for 
projects specified for Land Management Pri-
orities in the table titled ‘‘Interior and Envi-
ronment Incorporation of Community 
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’’ included for this di-
vision in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 

In addition, $39,696,000 is for Mining Law 
Administration program operations, includ-
ing the cost of administering the mining 
claim fee program, to remain available until 
expended, to be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Bureau and credited to this ap-
propriation from mining claim maintenance 
fees and location fees that are hereby au-
thorized for fiscal year 2024, so as to result in 
a final appropriation estimated at not more 
than $1,294,916,000, and $2,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, from communica-
tion site rental fees established by the Bu-
reau for the cost of administering commu-
nication site activities. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS 
For expenses necessary for management, 

protection, and development of resources and 
for construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of access roads, reforestation, and 
other improvements on the revested Oregon 
and California Railroad grant lands, on other 

Federal lands in the Oregon and California 
land-grant counties of Oregon, and on adja-
cent rights-of-way; and acquisition of lands 
or interests therein, including existing con-
necting roads on or adjacent to such grant 
lands; $115,521,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That 25 percent of the 
aggregate of all receipts during the current 
fiscal year from the revested Oregon and 
California Railroad grant lands is hereby 
made a charge against the Oregon and Cali-
fornia land-grant fund and shall be trans-
ferred to the General Fund in the Treasury 
in accordance with the second paragraph of 
subsection (b) of title II of the Act of August 
28, 1937 (43 U.S.C. 2605). 

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 
For rehabilitation, protection, and acquisi-

tion of lands and interests therein, and im-
provement of Federal rangelands pursuant to 
section 401 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1751), not-
withstanding any other Act, sums equal to 50 
percent of all moneys received during the 
prior fiscal year under sections 3 and 15 of 
the Taylor Grazing Act (43 U.S.C. 315b, 315m) 
and the amount designated for range im-
provements from grazing fees and mineral 
leasing receipts from Bankhead-Jones lands 
transferred to the Department of the Inte-
rior pursuant to law, but not less than 
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $600,000 
shall be available for administrative ex-
penses. 
SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES 

For administrative expenses and other 
costs related to processing application docu-
ments and other authorizations for use and 
disposal of public lands and resources, for 
costs of providing copies of official public 
land documents, for monitoring construc-
tion, operation, and termination of facilities 
in conjunction with use authorizations, and 
for rehabilitation of damaged property, such 
amounts as may be collected under Public 
Law 94–579 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and under 
section 28 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 185), to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
provision to the contrary of section 305(a) of 
Public Law 94–579 (43 U.S.C. 1735(a)), any 
moneys that have been or will be received 
pursuant to that section, whether as a result 
of forfeiture, compromise, or settlement, if 
not appropriate for refund pursuant to sec-
tion 305(c) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1735(c)), 
shall be available and may be expended 
under the authority of this Act by the Sec-
retary of the Interior to improve, protect, or 
rehabilitate any public lands administered 
through the Bureau of Land Management 
which have been damaged by the action of a 
resource developer, purchaser, permittee, or 
any unauthorized person, without regard to 
whether all moneys collected from each such 
action are used on the exact lands damaged 
which led to the action: Provided further, 
That any such moneys that are in excess of 
amounts needed to repair damage to the 
exact land for which funds were collected 
may be used to repair other damaged public 
lands. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS 
In addition to amounts authorized to be 

expended under existing laws, there is hereby 
appropriated such amounts as may be con-
tributed under section 307 of Public Law 94– 
579 (43 U.S.C. 1737), and such amounts as may 
be advanced for administrative costs, sur-
veys, appraisals, and costs of making con-
veyances of omitted lands under section 
211(b) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1721(b)), to re-
main available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
The Bureau of Land Management may 

carry out the operations funded under this 

Act by direct expenditure, contracts, grants, 
cooperative agreements, and reimbursable 
agreements with public and private entities, 
including with States. Appropriations for the 
Bureau shall be available for purchase, erec-
tion, and dismantlement of temporary struc-
tures, and alteration and maintenance of 
necessary buildings and appurtenant facili-
ties to which the United States has title; up 
to $100,000 for payments, at the discretion of 
the Secretary, for information or evidence 
concerning violations of laws administered 
by the Bureau; miscellaneous and emergency 
expenses of enforcement activities author-
ized or approved by the Secretary and to be 
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate, not to exceed $10,000: Provided, That 
notwithstanding Public Law 90–620 (44 U.S.C. 
501), the Bureau may, under cooperative 
cost-sharing and partnership arrangements 
authorized by law, procure printing services 
from cooperators in connection with jointly 
produced publications for which the coopera-
tors share the cost of printing either in cash 
or in services, and the Bureau determines 
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That 
projects to be funded pursuant to a written 
commitment by a State government to pro-
vide an identified amount of money in sup-
port of the project may be carried out by the 
Bureau on a reimbursable basis. 
UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, as author-
ized by law, and for scientific and economic 
studies, general administration, and for the 
performance of other authorized functions 
related to such resources, $1,520,273,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, of 
which not to exceed $15,000 may be for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses: 
Provided, That not to exceed $22,000,000 shall 
be used for implementing subsections (a), (b), 
(c), and (e) of section 4 of the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533) (except for 
processing petitions, developing and issuing 
proposed and final regulations, and taking 
any other steps to implement actions de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2)(A), (c)(2)(B)(i), or 
(c)(2)(B)(ii) of such section): Provided further, 
That of the amount appropriated under this 
heading, $44,920,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2026, shall be for projects spec-
ified for Stewardship Priorities in the table 
titled ‘‘Interior and Environment Incorpora-
tion of Community Project Funding Items/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending Items’’ 
included for this division in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided further, That amounts in the 
preceding proviso may be transferred to the 
appropriate program, project, or activity 
under this heading and shall continue to 
only be available for the purposes and in 
such amounts as such funds were originally 
appropriated. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For construction, improvement, acquisi-

tion, or removal of buildings and other fa-
cilities required in the conservation, man-
agement, investigation, protection, and uti-
lization of fish and wildlife resources, and 
the acquisition of lands and interests there-
in; $19,280,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES 
CONSERVATION FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out sec-
tion 6 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(16 U.S.C. 1535), $23,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, to be derived from the 
Cooperative Endangered Species Conserva-
tion Fund. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00064 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1159 March 5, 2024 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND 

For expenses necessary to implement the 
Act of October 17, 1978 (16 U.S.C. 715s), 
$13,228,000. 

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION 
FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
provisions of the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4401 et seq.), 
$49,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation 
Act (16 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), $5,000,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
African Elephant Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 
4201 et seq.), the Asian Elephant Conserva-
tion Act of 1997 (16 U.S.C. 4261 et seq.), the 
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of 
1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Great Ape 
Conservation Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 6301 et 
seq.), and the Marine Turtle Conservation 
Act of 2004 (16 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), $20,500,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS 

For wildlife conservation grants to States 
and to the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, the United States Virgin Islands, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, 
and Indian tribes under the provisions of the 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 and the Fish 
and Wildlife Coordination Act, for the devel-
opment and implementation of programs for 
the benefit of wildlife and their habitat, in-
cluding species that are not hunted or fished, 
$72,384,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amount pro-
vided herein, $6,100,000 is for a competitive 
grant program for Indian tribes not subject 
to the remaining provisions of this appro-
priation: Provided further, That $7,284,000 is 
for a competitive grant program to imple-
ment approved plans for States, territories, 
and other jurisdictions and at the discretion 
of affected States, the regional Associations 
of fish and wildlife agencies, not subject to 
the remaining provisions of this appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall, after deducting $13,384,000 and adminis-
trative expenses, apportion the amount pro-
vided herein in the following manner: (1) to 
the District of Columbia and to the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, each a sum equal 
to not more than one-half of 1 percent there-
of; and (2) to Guam, American Samoa, the 
United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
each a sum equal to not more than one- 
fourth of 1 percent thereof: Provided further, 
That the Secretary of the Interior shall ap-
portion the remaining amount in the fol-
lowing manner: (1) one-third of which is 
based on the ratio to which the land area of 
such State bears to the total land area of all 
such States; and (2) two-thirds of which is 
based on the ratio to which the population of 
such State bears to the total population of 
all such States: Provided further, That the 
amounts apportioned under this paragraph 
shall be adjusted equitably so that no State 
shall be apportioned a sum which is less than 
1 percent of the amount available for appor-
tionment under this paragraph for any fiscal 
year or more than 5 percent of such amount: 
Provided further, That the Federal share of 
planning grants shall not exceed 75 percent 
of the total costs of such projects and the 
Federal share of implementation grants 
shall not exceed 65 percent of the total costs 
of such projects: Provided further, That the 
non-Federal share of such projects may not 
be derived from Federal grant programs: Pro-

vided further, That any amount apportioned 
in 2024 to any State, territory, or other juris-
diction that remains unobligated as of Sep-
tember 30, 2025, shall be reapportioned, to-
gether with funds appropriated in 2026, in the 
manner provided herein. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

The United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice may carry out the operations of Service 
programs by direct expenditure, contracts, 
grants, cooperative agreements and reim-
bursable agreements with public and private 
entities. Appropriations and funds available 
to the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice shall be available for repair of damage to 
public roads within and adjacent to reserva-
tion areas caused by operations of the Serv-
ice; options for the purchase of land at not to 
exceed one dollar for each option; facilities 
incident to such public recreational uses on 
conservation areas as are consistent with 
their primary purpose; and the maintenance 
and improvement of aquaria, buildings, and 
other facilities under the jurisdiction of the 
Service and to which the United States has 
title, and which are used pursuant to law in 
connection with management, and investiga-
tion of fish and wildlife resources: Provided, 
That notwithstanding 44 U.S.C. 501, the Serv-
ice may, under cooperative cost sharing and 
partnership arrangements authorized by law, 
procure printing services from cooperators 
in connection with jointly produced publica-
tions for which the cooperators share at 
least one-half the cost of printing either in 
cash or services and the Service determines 
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That 
the Service may accept donated aircraft as 
replacements for existing aircraft: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 
all fees collected for non-toxic shot review 
and approval shall be deposited under the 
heading ‘‘United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service—Resource Management’’ and shall 
be available to the Secretary, without fur-
ther appropriation, to be used for expenses of 
processing of such non-toxic shot type or 
coating applications and revising regulations 
as necessary, and shall remain available 
until expended. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

For expenses necessary for the manage-
ment, operation, and maintenance of areas 
and facilities administered by the National 
Park Service and for the general administra-
tion of the National Park Service, 
$2,888,424,000, of which $11,661,000 for planning 
and interagency coordination in support of 
Everglades restoration and $110,980,000 for 
maintenance, repair, or rehabilitation 
projects for constructed assets and 
$188,184,000 for cyclic maintenance projects 
for constructed assets and cultural resources 
and $10,000,000 for uses authorized by section 
101122 of title 54, United States Code shall re-
main available until September 30, 2025, and 
not to exceed $15,000 may be for official re-
ception and representative expenses: Pro-
vided, That funds appropriated under this 
heading in this Act are available for the pur-
poses of section 5 of Public Law 95–348: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section 9 
of the 400 Years of African-American History 
Commission Act (36 U.S.C. note prec. 101; 
Public Law 115–102), $3,300,000 of the funds 
provided under this heading shall be made 
available for the purposes specified by that 
Act: Provided further, That sections 7(b) and 
8 of that Act shall be amended by striking 
‘‘July 1, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘July 1, 2025’’. 

In addition, for purposes described in sec-
tion 2404 of Public Law 116–9, an amount 
equal to the amount deposited in this fiscal 
year into the National Park Medical Serv-

ices Fund established pursuant to such sec-
tion of such Act, to remain available until 
expended, shall be derived from such Fund. 

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION 

For expenses necessary to carry out recre-
ation programs, natural programs, cultural 
programs, heritage partnership programs, 
environmental compliance and review, inter-
national park affairs, and grant administra-
tion, not otherwise provided for, $91,233,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2025, 
of which $1,640,000 shall be for projects speci-
fied for Statutory and Contractual Aid in the 
table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment In-
corporation of Community Project Funding 
Items/Congressionally Directed Spending 
Items’’ included for this division in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 

For expenses necessary in carrying out the 
National Historic Preservation Act (division 
A of subtitle III of title 54, United States 
Code), $188,666,000, to be derived from the 
Historic Preservation Fund and to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, of which 
$25,500,000 shall be for Save America’s Treas-
ures grants for preservation of nationally 
significant sites, structures and artifacts as 
authorized by section 7303 of the Omnibus 
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (54 
U.S.C. 3089): Provided, That an individual 
Save America’s Treasures grant shall be 
matched by non-Federal funds: Provided fur-
ther, That individual projects shall only be 
eligible for one grant: Provided further, That 
all projects to be funded shall be approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior in consultation 
with the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations: Provided further, That of the 
funds provided for the Historic Preservation 
Fund, $1,250,000 is for competitive grants for 
the survey and nomination of properties to 
the National Register of Historic Places and 
as National Historic Landmarks associated 
with communities currently under-rep-
resented, as determined by the Secretary; 
$24,000,000 is for competitive grants to pre-
serve the sites and stories of the African 
American Civil Rights movement; $5,000,000 
is for competitive grants to preserve sites re-
lated to the struggle of all people to achieve 
equal rights in America; $11,000,000 is for 
grants to Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities; $12,500,000 is for competitive 
grants for the restoration of historic prop-
erties of national, State, and local signifi-
cance listed on or eligible for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places, to 
be made without imposing the usage or di-
rect grant restrictions of section 101(e)(3) (54 
U.S.C. 302904) of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act; $7,000,000 is for a competitive 
grant program to honor the 
semiquincentennial anniversary of the 
United States by restoring and preserving 
sites and structures listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places that commemo-
rate the founding of the nation; and 
$19,766,000 is for projects specified for the 
Historic Preservation Fund in the table ti-
tled ‘‘Interior and Environment Incorpora-
tion of Community Project Funding Items/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending Items’’ 
included for this division in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided further, That such competitive 
grants shall be made without imposing the 
matching requirements in section 302902(b)(3) 
of title 54, United States Code to States and 
Indian tribes as defined in chapter 3003 of 
such title, Native Hawaiian organizations, 
local governments, including Certified Local 
Governments, and non-profit organizations. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1160 March 5, 2024 
CONSTRUCTION 

For construction, improvements, repair, or 
replacement of physical facilities, and re-
lated equipment, and compliance and plan-
ning for programs and areas administered by 
the National Park Service, $172,255,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, for any project initially funded in fiscal 
year 2024 with a future phase indicated in the 
National Park Service 5–Year Line Item Con-
struction Plan, a single procurement may be 
issued which includes the full scope of the 
project: Provided further, That the solicita-
tion and contract shall contain the clause 
availability of funds found at 48 CFR 52.232– 
18: Provided further, That National Park 
Service Donations, Park Concessions Fran-
chise Fees, and Recreation Fees may be 
made available for the cost of adjustments 
and changes within the original scope of ef-
fort for projects funded by the National Park 
Service Construction appropriation: Provided 
further, That the Secretary of the Interior 
shall consult with the Committees on Appro-
priations, in accordance with current re-
programming thresholds, prior to making 
any charges authorized by this section. 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

provisions of section 101701 of title 54, United 
States Code, relating to challenge cost share 
agreements, $12,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for Centennial Challenge 
projects and programs: Provided, That not 
less than 50 percent of the total cost of each 
project or program shall be derived from 
non-Federal sources in the form of donated 
cash, assets, or a pledge of donation guaran-
teed by an irrevocable letter of credit. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSIONS OF 

FUNDS) 
In addition to other uses set forth in sec-

tion 101917(c)(2) of title 54, United States 
Code, franchise fees credited to a sub-ac-
count shall be available for expenditure by 
the Secretary, without further appropria-
tion, for use at any unit within the National 
Park System to extinguish or reduce liabil-
ity for Possessory Interest or leasehold sur-
render interest. Such funds may only be used 
for this purpose to the extent that the bene-
fitting unit anticipated franchise fee receipts 
over the term of the contract at that unit 
exceed the amount of funds used to extin-
guish or reduce liability. Franchise fees at 
the benefitting unit shall be credited to the 
sub-account of the originating unit over a 
period not to exceed the term of a single con-
tract at the benefitting unit, in the amount 
of funds so expended to extinguish or reduce 
liability. 

For the costs of administration of the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund grants 
authorized by section 105(a)(2)(B) of the Gulf 
of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (Pub-
lic Law 109–432), the National Park Service 
may retain up to 3 percent of the amounts 
which are authorized to be disbursed under 
such section, such retained amounts to re-
main available until expended. 

National Park Service funds may be trans-
ferred to the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA), Department of Transportation, 
for purposes authorized under 23 U.S.C. 203. 
Transfers may include a reasonable amount 
for FHWA administrative support costs. 

Of the unobligated balances from amounts 
made available for fiscal year 2021 or prior 
fiscal years under the heading ‘‘National 
Park Service—Construction’’, $18,500,000 is 
permanently rescinded: Provided, That no 
amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-

current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

Of the unobligated balances from amounts 
made available under the heading ‘‘National 
Park Service—Construction’’ in division G of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(Public Law 117–328), $9,000,000 is perma-
nently rescinded from amounts made avail-
able for equipment replacement under such 
heading, as specified in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 of the mat-
ter preceding division A of such Act. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For expenses necessary for the United 

States Geological Survey to perform sur-
veys, investigations, and research covering 
topography, geology, hydrology, biology, and 
the mineral and water resources of the 
United States, its territories and posses-
sions, and other areas as authorized by 43 
U.S.C. 31, 1332, and 1340; classify lands as to 
their mineral and water resources; give engi-
neering supervision to power permittees and 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission li-
censees; administer the minerals exploration 
program (30 U.S.C. 641); conduct inquiries 
into the economic conditions affecting min-
ing and materials processing industries (30 
U.S.C. 3, 21a, and 1603; 50 U.S.C. 98g(a)(1)) and 
related purposes as authorized by law; and to 
publish and disseminate data relative to the 
foregoing activities; $1,455,434,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025; of which 
$95,334,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for satellite operations; and of which 
$74,840,000 shall be available until expended 
for deferred maintenance and capital im-
provement projects that exceed $100,000 in 
cost: Provided, That none of the funds pro-
vided for the ecosystem research activity 
shall be used to conduct new surveys on pri-
vate property, unless specifically authorized 
in writing by the property owner: Provided 
further, That no part of this appropriation 
shall be used to pay more than one-half the 
cost of topographic mapping or water re-
sources data collection and investigations 
carried on in cooperation with States and 
municipalities: Provided further, That of the 
amount appropriated under this heading, 
$5,237,000 shall be for projects specified for 
Special Initiatives in the table titled ‘‘Inte-
rior and Environment Incorporation of Com-
munity Project Funding Items/Congression-
ally Directed Spending Items’’ included for 
this division in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act): 
Provided further, That amounts in the pre-
ceding proviso may be transferred to the ap-
propriate program, project, or activity under 
this heading and shall continue to only be 
available for the purposes and in such 
amounts as such funds were originally appro-
priated: Provided further, That of the amount 
appropriated under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $15,000 may be for official reception and 
representation expenses. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
From within the amount appropriated for 

activities of the United States Geological 
Survey such sums as are necessary shall be 
available for contracting for the furnishing 
of topographic maps and for the making of 
geophysical or other specialized surveys 
when it is administratively determined that 
such procedures are in the public interest; 
construction and maintenance of necessary 
buildings and appurtenant facilities; acquisi-
tion of lands for gauging stations, observa-
tion wells, and seismic equipment; expenses 
of the United States National Committee for 
Geological Sciences; and payment of com-

pensation and expenses of persons employed 
by the Survey duly appointed to represent 
the United States in the negotiation and ad-
ministration of interstate compacts: Pro-
vided, That activities funded by appropria-
tions herein made may be accomplished 
through the use of contracts, grants, or coop-
erative agreements (including noncompeti-
tive cooperative agreements with tribes) as 
defined in section 6302 of title 31, United 
States Code: Provided further, That the 
United States Geological Survey may enter 
into contracts or cooperative agreements di-
rectly with individuals or indirectly with in-
stitutions or nonprofit organizations, with-
out regard to 41 U.S.C. 6101, for the tem-
porary or intermittent services of students 
or recent graduates, who shall be considered 
employees for the purpose of chapters 57 and 
81 of title 5, United States Code, relating to 
compensation for travel and work injuries, 
and chapter 171 of title 28, United States 
Code, relating to tort claims, but shall not 
be considered to be Federal employees for 
any other purposes. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 
OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

For expenses necessary for granting and 
administering leases, easements, rights-of- 
way, and agreements for use for oil and gas, 
other minerals, energy, and marine-related 
purposes on the Outer Continental Shelf and 
approving operations related thereto, as au-
thorized by law; for environmental studies, 
as authorized by law; for implementing other 
laws and to the extent provided by Presi-
dential or Secretarial delegation; and for 
matching grants or cooperative agreements, 
$211,162,000, of which $155,162,000 is to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, and of 
which $56,000,000 is to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That this total appro-
priation shall be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Secretary of the Interior and 
credited to this appropriation from additions 
to receipts resulting from increases to lease 
rental rates in effect on August 5, 1993, and 
from cost recovery fees from activities con-
ducted by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement pursuant to the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, including studies, assess-
ments, analysis, and miscellaneous adminis-
trative activities: Provided further, That the 
sum herein appropriated shall be reduced as 
such collections are received during the fis-
cal year, so as to result in a final fiscal year 
2024 appropriation estimated at not more 
than $155,162,000: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $3,000 shall be available for reason-
able expenses related to promoting volunteer 
beach and marine cleanup activities: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed $5,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

For expenses necessary for the regulation 
of operations related to leases, easements, 
rights-of-way, and agreements for use for oil 
and gas, other minerals, energy, and marine- 
related purposes on the Outer Continental 
Shelf, as authorized by law; for enforcing and 
implementing laws and regulations as au-
thorized by law and to the extent provided 
by Presidential or Secretarial delegation; 
and for matching grants or cooperative 
agreements, $167,330,000, of which $136,450,000, 
including not to exceed $3,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses, is to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, and 
of which $30,880,000 is to remain available 
until expended, including $2,880,000 for off-
shore decommissioning activities: Provided, 
That this total appropriation shall be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1161 March 5, 2024 
of the Interior and credited to this appro-
priation from additions to receipts resulting 
from increases to lease rental rates in effect 
on August 5, 1993, and from cost recovery 
fees from activities conducted by the Bureau 
of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
pursuant to the Outer Continental Shelf 
Lands Act, including studies, assessments, 
analysis, and miscellaneous administrative 
activities: Provided further, That the sum 
herein appropriated shall be reduced as such 
collections are received during the fiscal 
year, so as to result in a final fiscal year 2024 
appropriation estimated at not more than 
$139,330,000. 

For an additional amount, $38,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, to be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary 
and credited to this appropriation, which 
shall be derived from non-refundable inspec-
tion fees collected in fiscal year 2024, as pro-
vided in this Act: Provided, That for fiscal 
year 2024, not less than 50 percent of the in-
spection fees expended by the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement will 
be used to fund personnel and mission-re-
lated costs to expand capacity and expedite 
the orderly development, subject to environ-
mental safeguards, of the Outer Continental 
Shelf pursuant to the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), in-
cluding the review of applications for per-
mits to drill. 

OIL SPILL RESEARCH 
For necessary expenses to carry out title I, 

section 1016; title IV, sections 4202 and 4303; 
title VII; and title VIII, section 8201 of the 
Oil Pollution Act of 1990, $15,099,000, which 
shall be derived from the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND 

ENFORCEMENT 
REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95–87, 
$116,186,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, of which $62,400,000 shall be 
available for State and tribal regulatory 
grants, and of which not to exceed $5,000 may 
be for official reception and representation 
expenses: Provided, That appropriations for 
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement may provide for the travel 
and per diem expenses of State and tribal 
personnel attending Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement sponsored 
training. 

In addition, for costs to review, admin-
ister, and enforce permits issued by the Of-
fice pursuant to section 507 of Public Law 95– 
87 (30 U.S.C. 1257), $40,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That fees as-
sessed and collected by the Office pursuant 
to such section 507 shall be credited to this 
account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as collections are received during the 
fiscal year, so as to result in a fiscal year 
2024 appropriation estimated at not more 
than $116,186,000. 

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 
For necessary expenses to carry out title 

IV of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95–87, 
$32,546,000, to be derived from receipts of the 
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund and to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That pursuant to Public Law 97–365, the De-
partment of the Interior is authorized to use 
up to 20 percent from the recovery of the de-
linquent debt owed to the United States Gov-
ernment to pay for contracts to collect these 

debts: Provided further, That funds made 
available under title IV of Public Law 95–87 
may be used for any required non-Federal 
share of the cost of projects funded by the 
Federal Government for the purpose of envi-
ronmental restoration related to treatment 
or abatement of acid mine drainage from 
abandoned mines: Provided further, That such 
projects must be consistent with the pur-
poses and priorities of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts provided under this head-
ing may be used for the travel and per diem 
expenses of State and tribal personnel at-
tending Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement sponsored training: 
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading, not to exceed $5,000 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses. 

In addition, $130,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for payments to States 
and federally recognized Indian tribes for 
reclamation of abandoned mine lands and 
other related activities in accordance with 
the terms and conditions described in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act): Provided, That such addi-
tional amount shall be used for economic 
and community development in conjunction 
with the priorities described in section 403(a) 
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233(a)): Provided 
further, That of such additional amount, 
$86,000,000 shall be distributed in equal 
amounts to the three Appalachian States 
with the greatest amount of unfunded needs 
to meet the priorities described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of such section, $33,000,000 
shall be distributed in equal amounts to the 
three Appalachian States with the subse-
quent greatest amount of unfunded needs to 
meet such priorities, and $11,000,000 shall be 
for grants to federally recognized Indian 
tribes, without regard to their status as cer-
tified or uncertified under the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1233(a)), for reclamation of abandoned 
mine lands and other related activities in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions de-
scribed in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act) and shall 
be used for economic and community devel-
opment in conjunction with the priorities in 
section 403(a) of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977: Provided fur-
ther, That such payments shall be made to 
States and federally recognized Indian tribes 
not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act: Provided further, That 
if payments have not been made by the date 
specified in the preceding proviso, the 
amount appropriated for salaries and ex-
penses under the heading ‘‘Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement’’ shall 
be reduced by $100,000 per day until such pay-
ments have been made. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For expenses necessary for the operation of 
Indian programs, as authorized by law, in-
cluding the Snyder Act of November 2, 1921 
(25 U.S.C. 13) and the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25 
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), $1,898,550,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, except as 
otherwise provided herein; of which not to 
exceed $15,000 may be for official reception 
and representation expenses; of which not to 
exceed $78,494,000 shall be for welfare assist-
ance payments: Provided, That in cases of 
designated Federal disasters, the Secretary 

of the Interior may exceed such cap for wel-
fare payments from the amounts provided 
herein, to provide for disaster relief to In-
dian communities affected by the disaster: 
Provided further, That federally recognized 
Indian tribes and tribal organizations of fed-
erally recognized Indian tribes may use their 
tribal priority allocations for unmet welfare 
assistance costs: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $69,995,000 shall remain available 
until expended for housing improvement, 
road maintenance, land acquisition, attorney 
fees, litigation support, land records im-
provement, hearings and appeals, and the 
Navajo-Hopi Settlement Program: Provided 
further, That of the amount appropriated 
under this heading, $841,000 shall be for 
projects specified for Special Initiatives 
(CDS) in the table titled ‘‘Interior and Envi-
ronment Incorporation of Community 
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’’ included for this di-
vision in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Provided 
further, That any forestry funds allocated to 
a federally recognized tribe which remain 
unobligated as of September 30, 2025, may be 
transferred during fiscal year 2026 to an In-
dian forest land assistance account estab-
lished for the benefit of the holder of the 
funds within the holder’s trust fund account: 
Provided further, That any such unobligated 
balances not so transferred shall expire on 
September 30, 2026: Provided further, That in 
order to enhance the safety of Bureau field 
employees, the Bureau may use funds to pur-
chase uniforms or other identifying articles 
of clothing for personnel: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $7,096,000 of funds made 
available under this heading may, as needed, 
be transferred to ‘‘Office of the Secretary— 
Departmental Operations’’ for trust, probate, 
and administrative functions: Provided fur-
ther, That the Bureau of Indian Affairs may 
accept transfers of funds from United States 
Customs and Border Protection to supple-
ment any other funding available for recon-
struction or repair of roads owned by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs as identified on the 
National Tribal Transportation Facility In-
ventory, 23 U.S.C. 202(b)(1). 

INDIAN LAND CONSOLIDATION 
For the acquisition of fractional interests 

to further land consolidation as authorized 
under the Indian Land Consolidation Act 
Amendments of 2000 (Public Law 106–462), 
and the American Indian Probate Reform 
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–374), $4,000,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That any provision of the Indian Land Con-
solidation Act Amendments of 2000 (Public 
Law 106–462) that requires or otherwise re-
lates to application of a lien shall not apply 
to the acquisitions funded herein. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 
For payments to tribes and tribal organi-

zations for contract support costs associated 
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of 
Indian Education for fiscal year 2024, such 
sums as may be necessary, which shall be 
available for obligation through September 
30, 2025: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, no amounts made 
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for transfer to another budget account. 

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES 
For payments to tribes and tribal organi-

zations for leases pursuant to section 105(l) 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5324(l)) for 
fiscal year 2024, such sums as may be nec-
essary, which shall be available for obliga-
tion through September 30, 2025: Provided, 
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That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no amounts made available under this 
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account. 

CONSTRUCTION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For construction, repair, improvement, 
and maintenance of irrigation and power sys-
tems, buildings, utilities, and other facili-
ties, including architectural and engineering 
services by contract; acquisition of lands, 
and interests in lands; and preparation of 
lands for farming, and for construction of 
the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project pursu-
ant to Public Law 87–483; $133,780,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That such amounts as may be available for 
the construction of the Navajo Indian Irriga-
tion Project may be transferred to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation: Provided further, That 
any funds provided for the Safety of Dams 
program pursuant to the Act of November 2, 
1921 (25 U.S.C. 13), shall be made available on 
a nonreimbursable basis: Provided further, 
That this appropriation may be reimbursed 
from the Bureau of Trust Funds Administra-
tion appropriation for the appropriate share 
of construction costs for space expansion 
needed in agency offices to meet trust re-
form implementation: Provided further, That 
of the funds made available under this head-
ing, $10,000,000 shall be derived from the In-
dian Irrigation Fund established by section 
3211 of the WIIN Act (Public Law 114–322; 130 
Stat. 1749): Provided further, That amounts 
provided under this heading are made avail-
able for the modernization of Federal field 
communication capabilities, in addition to 
amounts otherwise made available for such 
purpose. 
INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS 

AND MISCELLANEOUS PAYMENTS TO INDIANS 
For payments and necessary administra-

tive expenses for implementation of Indian 
land and water claim settlements pursuant 
to Public Laws 99–264, and 101–618, and for 
implementation of other land and water 
rights settlements, $976,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 
INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
For the cost of guaranteed loans and in-

sured loans, $13,329,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025, of which $2,125,000 is 
for administrative expenses, as authorized by 
the Indian Financing Act of 1974: Provided, 
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974: Provided further, That these funds are 
available to subsidize total loan principal, 
any part of which is to be guaranteed or in-
sured, not to exceed $185,707,188. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION 
OPERATION OF INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
For expenses necessary for the operation of 

Indian education programs, as authorized by 
law, including the Snyder Act of November 2, 
1921 (25 U.S.C. 13), the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act of 
1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Education 
Amendments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2001–2019), and 
the Tribally Controlled Schools Act of 1988 
(25 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), $1,131,617,000 to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, ex-
cept as otherwise provided herein: Provided, 
That federally recognized Indian tribes and 
tribal organizations of federally recognized 
Indian tribes may use their tribal priority 
allocations for unmet welfare assistance 
costs: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$833,592,000 for school operations costs of Bu-
reau-funded schools and other education pro-
grams shall become available on July 1, 2024, 
and shall remain available until September 
30, 2025: Provided further, That notwith-

standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing but not limited to the Indian Self–Deter-
mination Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) 
and section 1128 of the Education Amend-
ments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2008), not to exceed 
$95,822,000 within and only from such 
amounts made available for school oper-
ations shall be available for administrative 
cost grants associated with grants approved 
prior to July 1, 2024: Provided further, That in 
order to enhance the safety of Bureau field 
employees, the Bureau may use funds to pur-
chase uniforms or other identifying articles 
of clothing for personnel. 

EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION 
For construction, repair, improvement, 

and maintenance of buildings, utilities, and 
other facilities necessary for the operation 
of Indian education programs, including ar-
chitectural and engineering services by con-
tract; acquisition of lands, and interests in 
lands; $234,725,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That in order to ensure 
timely completion of construction projects, 
the Secretary of the Interior may assume 
control of a project and all funds related to 
the project, if, not later than 18 months after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, any 
Public Law 100–297 (25 U.S.C. 2501, et seq.) 
grantee receiving funds appropriated in this 
Act or in any prior Act, has not completed 
the planning and design phase of the project 
and commenced construction. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bu-

reau of Indian Education may carry out the 
operation of Indian programs by direct ex-
penditure, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, compacts, and grants, either directly 
or in cooperation with States and other or-
ganizations. 

Notwithstanding Public Law 87–279 (25 
U.S.C. 15), the Bureau of Indian Affairs may 
contract for services in support of the man-
agement, operation, and maintenance of the 
Power Division of the San Carlos Irrigation 
Project. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs or the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation for central office oversight and Exec-
utive Direction and Administrative Services 
(except Executive Direction and Administra-
tive Services funding for Tribal Priority Al-
locations, regional offices, and facilities op-
erations and maintenance) shall be available 
for contracts, grants, compacts, or coopera-
tive agreements with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs or the Bureau of Indian Education 
under the provisions of the Indian Self-De-
termination Act or the Tribal Self-Govern-
ance Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–413). 

In the event any tribe returns appropria-
tions made available by this Act to the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs or the Bureau of In-
dian Education, this action shall not dimin-
ish the Federal Government’s trust responsi-
bility to that tribe, or the government-to- 
government relationship between the United 
States and that tribe, or that tribe’s ability 
to access future appropriations. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Education, other than the amounts pro-
vided herein for assistance to public schools 
under 25 U.S.C. 452 et seq., shall be available 
to support the operation of any elementary 
or secondary school in the State of Alaska. 

No funds available to the Bureau of Indian 
Education shall be used to support expanded 
grades for any school or dormitory beyond 
the grade structure in place or approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior at each school 
in the Bureau of Indian Education school 
system as of October 1, 1995, except that the 
Secretary of the Interior may waive this pro-
hibition to support expansion of up to one 

additional grade when the Secretary deter-
mines such waiver is needed to support ac-
complishment of the mission of the Bureau 
of Indian Education, or more than one grade 
to expand the elementary grade structure for 
Bureau-funded schools with a K–2 grade 
structure on October 1, 1996. Appropriations 
made available in this or any prior Act for 
schools funded by the Bureau shall be avail-
able, in accordance with the Bureau’s fund-
ing formula, only to the schools in the Bu-
reau school system as of September 1, 1996, 
and to any school or school program that 
was reinstated in fiscal year 2012. Funds 
made available under this Act may not be 
used to establish a charter school at a Bu-
reau-funded school (as that term is defined 
in section 1141 of the Education Amendments 
of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2021)), except that a charter 
school that is in existence on the date of the 
enactment of this Act and that has operated 
at a Bureau-funded school before September 
1, 1999, may continue to operate during that 
period, but only if the charter school pays to 
the Bureau a pro rata share of funds to reim-
burse the Bureau for the use of the real and 
personal property (including buses and vans), 
the funds of the charter school are kept sepa-
rate and apart from Bureau funds, and the 
Bureau does not assume any obligation for 
charter school programs of the State in 
which the school is located if the charter 
school loses such funding. Employees of Bu-
reau-funded schools sharing a campus with a 
charter school and performing functions re-
lated to the charter school’s operation and 
employees of a charter school shall not be 
treated as Federal employees for purposes of 
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, including section 113 of title I of appen-
dix C of Public Law 106–113, if in fiscal year 
2003 or 2004 a grantee received indirect and 
administrative costs pursuant to a distribu-
tion formula based on section 5(f) of Public 
Law 101–301, the Secretary shall continue to 
distribute indirect and administrative cost 
funds to such grantee using the section 5(f) 
distribution formula. 

Funds available under this Act may not be 
used to establish satellite locations of 
schools in the Bureau school system as of 
September 1, 1996, except that the Secretary 
may waive this prohibition in order for an 
Indian tribe to provide language and cultural 
immersion educational programs for non- 
public schools located within the jurisdic-
tional area of the tribal government which 
exclusively serve tribal members, do not in-
clude grades beyond those currently served 
at the existing Bureau-funded school, pro-
vide an educational environment with educa-
tor presence and academic facilities com-
parable to the Bureau-funded school, comply 
with all applicable Tribal, Federal, or State 
health and safety standards, and the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, and demonstrate 
the benefits of establishing operations at a 
satellite location in lieu of incurring ex-
traordinary costs, such as for transportation 
or other impacts to students such as those 
caused by busing students extended dis-
tances: Provided, That no funds available 
under this Act may be used to fund oper-
ations, maintenance, rehabilitation, con-
struction, or other facilities-related costs for 
such assets that are not owned by the Bu-
reau: Provided further, That the term ‘‘sat-
ellite school’’ means a school location phys-
ically separated from the existing Bureau 
school by more than 50 miles but that forms 
part of the existing school in all other re-
spects. 

Funds made available for Tribal Priority 
Allocations within Operation of Indian Pro-
grams and Operation of Indian Education 
Programs may be used to execute requested 
adjustments in tribal priority allocations 
initiated by an Indian tribe. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1163 March 5, 2024 
BUREAU OF TRUST FUNDS ADMINISTRATION 

FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the operation of trust programs for In-
dians by direct expenditure, contracts, coop-
erative agreements, compacts, and grants, 
$100,009,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $17,152,000 
from this or any other Act, may be available 
for settlement support: Provided, That funds 
for trust management improvements and 
litigation support may, as needed, be trans-
ferred to or merged with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, ‘‘Operation of Indian Pro-
grams’’ and Bureau of Indian Education, 
‘‘Operation of Indian Education Programs’’ 
accounts; the Office of the Solicitor, ‘‘Sala-
ries and Expenses’’ account; and the Office of 
the Secretary, ‘‘Departmental Operations’’ 
account: Provided further, That funds made 
available through contracts or grants obli-
gated during fiscal year 2024, as authorized 
by the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975 
(25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall remain available 
until expended by the contractor or grantee: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary shall 
not be required to provide a quarterly state-
ment of performance for any Indian trust ac-
count that has not had activity for at least 
15 months and has a balance of $15 or less: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
issue an annual account statement and 
maintain a record of any such accounts and 
shall permit the balance in each such ac-
count to be withdrawn upon the express writ-
ten request of the account holder: Provided 
further, That not to exceed $100,000 is avail-
able for the Secretary to make payments to 
correct administrative errors of either dis-
bursements from or deposits to Individual 
Indian Money or Tribal accounts after Sep-
tember 30, 2002: Provided further, That erro-
neous payments that are recovered shall be 
credited to and remain available in this ac-
count for this purpose: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall not be required to rec-
oncile Special Deposit Accounts with a bal-
ance of less than $500 unless the Bureau of 
Trust Funds Administration receives proof 
of ownership from a Special Deposit Ac-
counts claimant: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 102 of the American In-
dian Trust Fund Management Reform Act of 
1994 (Public Law 103–412) or any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary may aggregate the 
trust accounts of individuals whose where-
abouts are unknown for a continuous period 
of at least 5 years and shall not be required 
to generate periodic statements of perform-
ance for the individual accounts: Provided 
further, That with respect to the preceding 
proviso, the Secretary shall continue to 
maintain sufficient records to determine the 
balance of the individual accounts, including 
any accrued interest and income, and such 
funds shall remain available to the indi-
vidual account holders. 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for management of 
the Department of the Interior and for 
grants and cooperative agreements, as au-
thorized by law, $147,418,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025; of which not to 
exceed $15,000 may be for official reception 
and representation expenses; of which up to 
$1,000,000 shall be available for workers com-
pensation payments and unemployment 
compensation payments associated with the 
orderly closure of the United States Bureau 
of Mines; and of which $14,295,000 for Indian 
land, mineral, and resource valuation activi-
ties shall remain available until expended: 

Provided, That funds for Indian land, min-
eral, and resource valuation activities may, 
as needed, be transferred to and merged with 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs ‘‘Operation of 
Indian Programs’’ and Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation ‘‘Operation of Indian Education Pro-
grams’’ accounts and the Bureau of Trust 
Funds Administration ‘‘Federal Trust Pro-
grams’’ account: Provided further, That funds 
made available through contracts or grants 
obligated during fiscal year 2024, as author-
ized by the Indian Self-Determination Act of 
1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall remain 
available until expended by the contractor or 
grantee: Provided further, That funds pro-
vided under this heading in this Act may be 
transferred to and merged with ‘‘United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service—Resource 
Management’’ only to implement the func-
tional transfer of the Office of Subsistence 
Management to the Office of the Secretary 
and maintain uninterrupted execution of on-
going subsistence management activities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

For fiscal year 2024, up to $400,000 of the 
payments authorized by chapter 69 of title 
31, United States Code, may be retained for 
administrative expenses of the Payments in 
Lieu of Taxes Program: Provided, That the 
amounts provided under this Act specifically 
for the Payments in Lieu of Taxes program 
are the only amounts available for payments 
authorized under chapter 69 of title 31, 
United States Code: Provided further, That in 
the event the sums appropriated for any fis-
cal year for payments pursuant to this chap-
ter are insufficient to make the full pay-
ments authorized by that chapter to all 
units of local government, then the payment 
to each local government shall be made pro-
portionally: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may make adjustments to payment to 
individual units of local government to cor-
rect for prior overpayments or underpay-
ments: Provided further, That no payment 
shall be made pursuant to that chapter to 
otherwise eligible units of local government 
if the computed amount of the payment is 
less than $100. 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES 

For expenses necessary for assistance to 
territories under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of the Interior and other jurisdic-
tions identified in section 104(e) of Public 
Law 108–188, $120,107,000, of which: (1) 
$109,890,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for territorial assistance, including 
general technical assistance, maintenance 
assistance, disaster assistance, coral reef ini-
tiative and natural resources activities, and 
brown tree snake control and research; 
grants to the judiciary in American Samoa 
for compensation and expenses, as author-
ized by law (48 U.S.C. 1661(c)); grants to the 
Government of American Samoa, in addition 
to current local revenues, for construction 
and support of governmental functions; 
grants to the Government of the Virgin Is-
lands, as authorized by law; grants to the 
Government of Guam, as authorized by law; 
and grants to the Government of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, as authorized by law 
(Public Law 94–241; 90 Stat. 272); and (2) 
$10,217,000 shall be available until September 
30, 2025, for salaries and expenses of the Of-
fice of Insular Affairs: Provided, That all fi-
nancial transactions of the territorial and 
local governments herein provided for, in-
cluding such transactions of all agencies or 
instrumentalities established or used by 
such governments, may be audited by the 
Government Accountability Office, at its 
discretion, in accordance with chapter 35 of 
title 31, United States Code: Provided further, 
That Northern Mariana Islands Covenant 

grant funding shall be provided according to 
those terms of the Agreement of the Special 
Representatives on Future United States Fi-
nancial Assistance for the Northern Mariana 
Islands approved by Public Law 104–134: Pro-
vided further, That the funds for the program 
of operations and maintenance improvement 
are appropriated to institutionalize routine 
operations and maintenance improvement of 
capital infrastructure with territorial par-
ticipation and cost sharing to be determined 
by the Secretary based on the grantee’s com-
mitment to timely maintenance of its cap-
ital assets: Provided further, That any appro-
priation for disaster assistance under this 
heading in this Act or previous appropria-
tions Acts may be used as non–Federal 
matching funds for the purpose of hazard 
mitigation grants provided pursuant to sec-
tion 404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5170c). 

COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION 
For grants and necessary expenses, 

$3,463,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, as provided for in sections 221(a)(2) 
and 233 of the Compact of Free Association 
for the Republic of Palau; and section 
221(a)(2) of the Compacts of Free Association 
for the Government of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and the Federated States of 
Micronesia, as authorized by Public Law 99– 
658 and Public Law 108–188. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

At the request of the Governor of Guam, 
the Secretary may transfer discretionary 
funds or mandatory funds provided under 
section 104(e) of Public Law 108–188 and Pub-
lic Law 104–134, that are allocated for Guam, 
to the Secretary of Agriculture for the sub-
sidy cost of direct or guaranteed loans, plus 
not to exceed three percent of the amount of 
the subsidy transferred for the cost of loan 
administration, for the purposes authorized 
by the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 and 
section 306(a)(1) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act for construction 
and repair projects in Guam, and such funds 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of 
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in 
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act 
of 1974: Provided further, That such loans or 
loan guarantees may be made without regard 
to the population of the area, credit else-
where requirements, and restrictions on the 
types of eligible entities under the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 and section 
306(a)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act: Provided further, That any 
funds transferred to the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall be in addition to funds other-
wise made available to make or guarantee 
loans under such authorities. 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Solicitor, $97,950,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $67,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 

DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS 
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for fire prepared-

ness, fire suppression operations, fire science 
and research, emergency rehabilitation, 
fuels management activities, and rural fire 
assistance by the Department of the Inte-
rior, $1,113,471,000, to remain available until 
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expended, of which not to exceed $10,000,000 
shall be for the renovation or construction of 
fire facilities: Provided, That such funds are 
also available for repayment of advances to 
other appropriation accounts from which 
funds were previously transferred for such 
purposes: Provided further, That of the funds 
provided $214,450,000 is for fuels management 
activities: Provided further, That of the funds 
provided $10,000,000 is for burned area reha-
bilitation: Provided further, That persons 
hired pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1469 may be fur-
nished subsistence and lodging without cost 
from funds available from this appropria-
tion: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
42 U.S.C. 1856d, sums received by a bureau or 
office of the Department of the Interior for 
fire protection rendered pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 1856 et seq., protection of United 
States property, may be credited to the ap-
propriation from which funds were expended 
to provide that protection, and are available 
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That using the amounts designated 
under this title of this Act, the Secretary of 
the Interior may enter into procurement 
contracts, grants, or cooperative agree-
ments, for fuels management activities, and 
for training and monitoring associated with 
such fuels management activities on Federal 
land, or on adjacent non-Federal land for ac-
tivities that benefit resources on Federal 
land: Provided further, That the costs of im-
plementing any cooperative agreement be-
tween the Federal Government and any non- 
Federal entity may be shared, as mutually 
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided 
further, That notwithstanding requirements 
of the Competition in Contracting Act, the 
Secretary, for purposes of fuels management 
activities, may obtain maximum practicable 
competition among: (1) local private, non-
profit, or cooperative entities; (2) Youth Con-
servation Corps crews, Public Lands Corps 
(Public Law 109–154), or related partnerships 
with State, local, or nonprofit youth groups; 
(3) small or micro-businesses; or (4) other en-
tities that will hire or train locally a signifi-
cant percentage, defined as 50 percent or 
more, of the project workforce to complete 
such contracts: Provided further, That in im-
plementing this section, the Secretary shall 
develop written guidance to field units to en-
sure accountability and consistent applica-
tion of the authorities provided herein: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under 
this heading may be used to reimburse the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the National Marine Fisheries Service for 
the costs of carrying out their responsibil-
ities under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to consult and 
conference, as required by section 7 of such 
Act, in connection with wildland fire man-
agement activities: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of the Interior may use 
wildland fire appropriations to enter into 
leases of real property with local govern-
ments, at or below fair market value, to con-
struct capitalized improvements for fire fa-
cilities on such leased properties, including 
but not limited to fire guard stations, re-
tardant stations, and other initial attack 
and fire support facilities, and to make ad-
vance payments for any such lease or for 
construction activity associated with the 
lease: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture 
may authorize the transfer of funds appro-
priated for wildland fire management, in an 
aggregate amount not to exceed $50,000,000 
between the Departments when such trans-
fers would facilitate and expedite wildland 
fire management programs and projects: Pro-
vided further, That funds provided for wildfire 
suppression shall be available for support of 
Federal emergency response actions: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under 

this heading shall be available for assistance 
to or through the Department of State in 
connection with forest and rangeland re-
search, technical information, and assist-
ance in foreign countries, and, with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State, shall be 
available to support forestry, wildland fire 
management, and related natural resource 
activities outside the United States and its 
territories and possessions, including tech-
nical assistance, education and training, and 
cooperation with United States and inter-
national organizations: Provided further, 
That funds made available under this head-
ing in this Act and unobligated balances 
made available under this heading in prior 
Acts, other than amounts designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on 
the budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, shall 
be available, in addition to any other funds 
made available for such purpose, to continue 
uninterrupted the Federal wildland fire-
fighter base salary increases provided under 
section 40803(d)(4)(B) of Public Law 117–58: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided 
under this heading, $383,657,000 shall be avail-
able for wildfire suppression operations, and 
is provided to meet the terms of section 
251(b)(2)(F)(ii)(I) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE 
FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

In addition to the amounts provided under 
the heading ‘‘Department of the Interior— 
Department-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire 
Management’’ for wildfire suppression oper-
ations, $350,000,000, to remain available until 
transferred, is additional new budget author-
ity as specified for purposes of section 
251(b)(2)(F) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Pro-
vided, That such amounts may be transferred 
to and merged with amounts made available 
under the headings ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ and ‘‘Department of the Interior— 
Department-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire 
Management’’ for wildfire suppression oper-
ations in the fiscal year in which such 
amounts are transferred: Provided further, 
That amounts may be transferred to the 
‘‘Wildland Fire Management’’ accounts in 
the Department of Agriculture or the De-
partment of the Interior only upon the noti-
fication of the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations that all wildfire suppres-
sion operations funds appropriated under 
that heading in this and prior appropriations 
Acts to the agency to which the funds will be 
transferred will be obligated within 30 days: 
Provided further, That the transfer authority 
provided under this heading is in addition to 
any other transfer authority provided by 
law: Provided further, That, in determining 
whether all wildfire suppression operations 
funds appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Wildland Fire Management’’ in this and 
prior appropriations Acts to either the De-
partment of Agriculture or the Department 
of the Interior will be obligated within 30 
days pursuant to the preceding proviso, any 
funds transferred or permitted to be trans-
ferred pursuant to any other transfer author-
ity provided by law shall be excluded. 

CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND 

For necessary expenses of the Department 
of the Interior and any of its component of-
fices and bureaus for the response action, in-
cluding associated activities, performed pur-
suant to the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), $9,661,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

ENERGY COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Department 
of the Interior to inventory, assess, decom-
mission, reclaim, respond to hazardous sub-
stance releases, remediate lands pursuant to 
section 40704 of Public Law 117–58 (30 U.S.C. 
1245), and carry out the purposes of section 
349 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 
15907), as amended, $4,800,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That such 
amount shall be in addition to amounts oth-
erwise available for such purposes: Provided 
further, That amounts appropriated under 
this heading are available for program man-
agement and oversight of these activities: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may 
transfer the funds provided under this head-
ing in this Act to any other account in the 
Department to carry out such purposes, and 
may expend such funds directly, or through 
grants: Provided further, That these amounts 
are not available to fulfill Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) obliga-
tions agreed to in settlement or imposed by 
a court, whether for payment of funds or for 
work to be performed. 
NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AND 

RESTORATION 
NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND 

To conduct natural resource damage as-
sessment, restoration activities, and onshore 
oil spill preparedness by the Department of 
the Interior necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et 
seq.), and 54 U.S.C. 100721 et seq., $7,715,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
For the operation and maintenance of a de-

partmental financial and business manage-
ment system, data management, information 
technology improvements of general benefit 
to the Department, cybersecurity, and the 
consolidation of facilities and operations 
throughout the Department, $107,710,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That none of the funds appropriated in this 
Act or any other Act may be used to estab-
lish reserves in the Working Capital Fund 
account other than for accrued annual leave 
and depreciation of equipment without prior 
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of the Interior may assess reasonable 
charges to State, local, and tribal govern-
ment employees for training services pro-
vided by the National Indian Program Train-
ing Center, other than training related to 
Public Law 93–638: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may lease or otherwise provide 
space and related facilities, equipment, or 
professional services of the National Indian 
Program Training Center to State, local and 
tribal government employees or persons or 
organizations engaged in cultural, edu-
cational, or recreational activities (as de-
fined in section 3306(a) of title 40, United 
States Code) at the prevailing rate for simi-
lar space, facilities, equipment, or services 
in the vicinity of the National Indian Pro-
gram Training Center: Provided further, That 
all funds received pursuant to the two pre-
ceding provisos shall be credited to this ac-
count, shall be available until expended, and 
shall be used by the Secretary for necessary 
expenses of the National Indian Program 
Training Center: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may enter into grants and cooper-
ative agreements to support the Office of 
Natural Resource Revenue’s collection and 
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disbursement of royalties, fees, and other 
mineral revenue proceeds, as authorized by 
law. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
There is hereby authorized for acquisition 

from available resources within the Working 
Capital Fund, aircraft which may be ob-
tained by donation, purchase, or through 
available excess surplus property: Provided, 
That existing aircraft being replaced may be 
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value 
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft. 

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE 
For necessary expenses for management of 

the collection and disbursement of royalties, 
fees, and other mineral revenue proceeds, 
and for grants and cooperative agreements, 
as authorized by law, $167,937,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025; of which 
$69,751,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the purpose of mineral revenue 
management activities: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, 
$15,000 shall be available for refunds of over-
payments in connection with certain Indian 
leases in which the Secretary of the Interior 
concurred with the claimed refund due, to 
pay amounts owed to Indian allottees or 
tribes, or to correct prior unrecoverable er-
roneous payments. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—INTRA- 

BUREAU 
SEC. 101. Appropriations made in this title 

shall be available for expenditure or transfer 
(within each bureau or office), with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, for 
the emergency reconstruction, replacement, 
or repair of aircraft, buildings, utilities, or 
other facilities or equipment damaged or de-
stroyed by fire, flood, storm, or other un-
avoidable causes: Provided, That no funds 
shall be made available under this authority 
until funds specifically made available to the 
Department of the Interior for emergencies 
shall have been exhausted: Provided further, 
That all funds used pursuant to this section 
must be replenished by a supplemental ap-
propriation, which must be requested as 
promptly as possible. 

EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY— 
DEPARTMENT-WIDE 

SEC. 102. The Secretary of the Interior may 
authorize the expenditure or transfer of any 
no year appropriation in this title, in addi-
tion to the amounts included in the budget 
programs of the several agencies, for the sup-
pression or emergency prevention of 
wildland fires on or threatening lands under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of the In-
terior; for the emergency rehabilitation of 
burned-over lands under its jurisdiction; for 
emergency actions related to potential or ac-
tual earthquakes, floods, volcanoes, storms, 
or other unavoidable causes; for contingency 
planning subsequent to actual oil spills; for 
response and natural resource damage as-
sessment activities related to actual oil 
spills or releases of hazardous substances 
into the environment; for the prevention, 
suppression, and control of actual or poten-
tial grasshopper and Mormon cricket out-
breaks on lands under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary, pursuant to the authority in sec-
tion 417(b) of Public Law 106–224 (7 U.S.C. 
7717(b)); for emergency reclamation projects 
under section 410 of Public Law 95–87; and 
shall transfer, from any no year funds avail-
able to the Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement, such funds as 
may be necessary to permit assumption of 
regulatory authority in the event a primacy 

State is not carrying out the regulatory pro-
visions of the Surface Mining Act: Provided, 
That appropriations made in this title for 
wildland fire operations shall be available 
for the payment of obligations incurred dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year, and for reim-
bursement to other Federal agencies for de-
struction of vehicles, aircraft, or other 
equipment in connection with their use for 
wildland fire operations, with such reim-
bursement to be credited to appropriations 
currently available at the time of receipt 
thereof: Provided further, That for wildland 
fire operations, no funds shall be made avail-
able under this authority until the Secretary 
determines that funds appropriated for 
‘‘wildland fire suppression’’ shall be ex-
hausted within 30 days: Provided further, 
That all funds used pursuant to this section 
must be replenished by a supplemental ap-
propriation, which must be requested as 
promptly as possible: Provided further, That 
such replenishment funds shall be used to re-
imburse, on a pro rata basis, accounts from 
which emergency funds were transferred. 

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 103. Appropriations made to the De-

partment of the Interior in this title shall be 
available for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, when 
authorized by the Secretary of the Interior, 
in total amount not to exceed $500,000; pur-
chase and replacement of motor vehicles, in-
cluding specially equipped law enforcement 
vehicles; hire, maintenance, and operation of 
aircraft; hire of passenger motor vehicles; 
purchase of reprints; payment for telephone 
service in private residences in the field, 
when authorized under regulations approved 
by the Secretary; and the payment of dues, 
when authorized by the Secretary, for li-
brary membership in societies or associa-
tions which issue publications to members 
only or at a price to members lower than to 
subscribers who are not members. 

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS, INDIAN TRUST 
MANAGEMENT 

SEC. 104. Appropriations made in this Act 
under the headings Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and Bureau of Indian Education, and Bureau 
of Trust Funds Administration and any un-
obligated balances from prior appropriations 
Acts made under the same headings shall be 
available for expenditure or transfer for In-
dian trust management and reform activi-
ties. Total funding for settlement support 
activities shall not exceed amounts specifi-
cally designated in this Act for such purpose. 
The Secretary shall notify the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations with-
in 60 days of the expenditure or transfer of 
any funds under this section, including the 
amount expended or transferred and how the 
funds will be used. 
REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS, BUREAU OF INDIAN 

AFFAIRS 
SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to redistribute any Tribal Pri-
ority Allocation funds, including tribal base 
funds, to alleviate tribal funding inequities 
by transferring funds to address identified, 
unmet needs, dual enrollment, overlapping 
service areas or inaccurate distribution 
methodologies. No tribe shall receive a re-
duction in Tribal Priority Allocation funds 
of more than 10 percent in fiscal year 2024. 
Under circumstances of dual enrollment, 
overlapping service areas or inaccurate dis-
tribution methodologies, the 10 percent limi-
tation does not apply. 

ELLIS, GOVERNORS, AND LIBERTY ISLANDS 
SEC. 106. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to acquire lands, waters, or inter-
ests therein, including the use of all or part 

of any pier, dock, or landing within the 
State of New York and the State of New Jer-
sey, for the purpose of operating and main-
taining facilities in the support of transpor-
tation and accommodation of visitors to 
Ellis, Governors, and Liberty Islands, and of 
other program and administrative activities, 
by donation or with appropriated funds, in-
cluding franchise fees (and other monetary 
consideration), or by exchange; and the Sec-
retary is authorized to negotiate and enter 
into leases, subleases, concession contracts, 
or other agreements for the use of such fa-
cilities on such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary may determine reasonable. 

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF INSPECTION FEES 
SEC. 107. (a) In fiscal year 2024, the Sec-

retary of the Interior shall collect a non-
refundable inspection fee, which shall be de-
posited in the ‘‘Offshore Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement’’ account, from the des-
ignated operator for facilities subject to in-
spection under 43 U.S.C. 1348(c). 

(b) Annual fees shall be collected for facili-
ties that are above the waterline, excluding 
drilling rigs, and are in place at the start of 
the fiscal year. Fees for fiscal year 2024 shall 
be— 

(1) $10,500 for facilities with no wells, but 
with processing equipment or gathering 
lines; 

(2) $17,000 for facilities with 1 to 10 wells, 
with any combination of active or inactive 
wells; and 

(3) $31,500 for facilities with more than 10 
wells, with any combination of active or in-
active wells. 

(c) Fees for drilling rigs shall be assessed 
for all inspections completed in fiscal year 
2024. Fees for fiscal year 2024 shall be— 

(1) $30,500 per inspection for rigs operating 
in water depths of 500 feet or more; and 

(2) $16,700 per inspection for rigs operating 
in water depths of less than 500 feet. 

(d) Fees for inspection of well operations 
conducted via non-rig units as outlined in 
title 30 CFR 250 subparts D, E, F, and Q shall 
be assessed for all inspections completed in 
fiscal year 2024. Fees for fiscal year 2024 shall 
be— 

(1) $13,260 per inspection for non-rig units 
operating in water depths of 2,500 feet or 
more; 

(2) $11,530 per inspection for non-rig units 
operating in water depths between 500 and 
2,499 feet; and 

(3) $4,470 per inspection for non-rig units 
operating in water depths of less than 500 
feet. 

(e) The Secretary shall bill designated op-
erators under subsection (b) quarterly, with 
payment required within 30 days of billing. 
The Secretary shall bill designated operators 
under subsection (c) within 30 days of the 
end of the month in which the inspection oc-
curred, with payment required within 30 
days of billing. The Secretary shall bill des-
ignated operators under subsection (d) with 
payment required by the end of the following 
quarter. 
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS FOR WILD HORSE 

AND BURRO HOLDING FACILITIES 
SEC. 108. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior 
may enter into multiyear cooperative agree-
ments with nonprofit organizations and 
other appropriate entities, and may enter 
into multiyear contracts in accordance with 
the provisions of section 3903 of title 41, 
United States Code (except that the 5-year 
term restriction in subsection (a) shall not 
apply), for the long-term care and mainte-
nance of excess wild free roaming horses and 
burros by such organizations or entities on 
private land. Such cooperative agreements 
and contracts may not exceed 10 years, sub-
ject to renewal at the discretion of the Sec-
retary. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00071 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1166 March 5, 2024 
MASS MARKING OF SALMONIDS 

SEC. 109. The United States Fish and Wild-
life Service shall, in carrying out its respon-
sibilities to protect threatened and endan-
gered species of salmon, implement a system 
of mass marking of salmonid stocks, in-
tended for harvest, that are released from 
federally operated or federally financed 
hatcheries including but not limited to fish 
releases of coho, chinook, and steelhead spe-
cies. Marked fish must have a visible mark 
that can be readily identified by commercial 
and recreational fishers. 

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS WITH INDIAN 
AFFAIRS 

SEC. 110. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2024, in car-
rying out work involving cooperation with 
State, local, and tribal governments or any 
political subdivision thereof, Indian Affairs 
may record obligations against accounts re-
ceivable from any such entities, except that 
total obligations at the end of the fiscal year 
shall not exceed total budgetary resources 
available at the end of the fiscal year. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EXPERIENCED 
SERVICES PROGRAM 

SEC. 111. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law relating to Federal grants 
and cooperative agreements, the Secretary 
of the Interior is authorized to make grants 
to, or enter into cooperative agreements 
with, private nonprofit organizations des-
ignated by the Secretary of Labor under title 
V of the Older Americans Act of 1965 to uti-
lize the talents of older Americans in pro-
grams authorized by other provisions of law 
administered by the Secretary and con-
sistent with such provisions of law. 

(b) Prior to awarding any grant or agree-
ment under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall ensure that the agreement would not— 

(1) result in the displacement of individ-
uals currently employed by the Department, 
including partial displacement through re-
duction of non-overtime hours, wages, or em-
ployment benefits; 

(2) result in the use of an individual under 
the Department of the Interior Experienced 
Services Program for a job or function in a 
case in which a Federal employee is in a lay-
off status from the same or substantially 
equivalent job within the Department; or 

(3) affect existing contracts for services. 

OBLIGATION OF FUNDS 

SEC. 112. Amounts appropriated by this Act 
to the Department of the Interior shall be 
available for obligation and expenditure not 
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEPARATION OF ACCOUNTS 

SEC. 113. The Secretary of the Interior, in 
order to implement an orderly transition to 
separate accounts of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education, 
may transfer funds among and between the 
successor offices and bureaus affected by the 
reorganization only in conformance with the 
reprogramming guidelines described in this 
Act. 

PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILT) 

SEC. 114. Section 6906 of title 31, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘fiscal year 2024’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 2019’’. 

DISCLOSURE OF DEPARTURE OR ALTERNATE 
PROCEDURE APPROVAL 

SEC. 115. (a) Subject to subsection (b), in 
any case in which the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement or the Bureau 
of Ocean Energy Management prescribes or 
approves any departure or use of alternate 
procedure or equipment, in regards to a plan 
or permit, under 30 CFR 585.103; 30 CFR 
550.141; 30 CFR 550.142; 30 CFR 250.141; or 30 

CFR 250.142, the head of such bureau shall 
post a description of such departure or alter-
nate procedure or equipment use approval on 
such bureau’s publicly available website not 
more than 15 business days after such 
issuance. 

(b) The head of each bureau may exclude 
confidential business information. 

LONG BRIDGE PROJECT 
SEC. 116. (a) AUTHORIZATION OF CONVEY-

ANCE.—On request by the State of Virginia or 
the District of Columbia for the purpose of 
the construction of rail and other infrastruc-
ture relating to the Long Bridge Project, the 
Secretary of the Interior may convey to the 
State or the District of Columbia, as applica-
ble, all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to any portion of the 
approximately 4.4 acres of National Park 
Service land depicted as ‘‘Permanent Impact 
to NPS Land’’ on the Map dated May 15, 2020, 
that is identified by the State or the District 
of Columbia. 

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Such convey-
ance of the National Park Service land under 
subsection (a) shall be subject to any terms 
and conditions that the Secretary may re-
quire. If such conveyed land is no longer 
being used for the purposes specified in this 
section, the lands or interests therein shall 
revert to the National Park Service after 
they have been restored or remediated to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary. 

(c) CORRECTIONS.—The Secretary and the 
State or the District of Columbia, as applica-
ble, by mutual agreement, may— 

(1) make minor boundary adjustments to 
the National Park Service land to be con-
veyed to the State or the District of Colum-
bia under subsection (a); and 

(2) correct any minor errors in the Map re-
ferred to in subsection (a). 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion: 

(1) LONG BRIDGE PROJECT.—The term ‘‘Long 
Bridge Project’’ means the rail project, as 
identified by the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration, from Rosslyn (RO) Interlocking in 
Arlington, Virginia, to L’Enfant (LE) Inter-
locking in Washington, DC, which includes a 
bicycle and pedestrian bridge. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the National Park 
Service. 

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of Virginia. 

INTERAGENCY MOTOR POOL 
SEC. 117. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law or Federal regulation, federally 
recognized Indian tribes or authorized tribal 
organizations that receive Tribally-Con-
trolled School Grants pursuant to Public 
Law 100–297 may obtain interagency motor 
vehicles and related services for performance 
of any activities carried out under such 
grants to the same extent as if they were 
contracting under the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act. 

APPRAISER PAY AUTHORITY 
SEC. 118. For fiscal year 2024, funds made 

available in this or any other Act or other-
wise made available to the Department of 
the Interior for the Appraisal and Valuation 
Services Office may be used by the Secretary 
of the Interior to establish higher minimum 
rates of basic pay for employees of the De-
partment of the Interior in the Appraiser 
(GS–1171) job series at grades 11 through 15 
carrying out appraisals of real property and 
appraisal reviews conducted in support of the 
Department’s realty programs at rates no 
greater than 15 percent above the minimum 
rates of basic pay normally scheduled, and 
such higher rates shall be consistent with 
subsections (e) through (h) of section 5305 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

SAGE-GROUSE 
SEC. 119. None of the funds made available 

by this or any other Act may be used by the 
Secretary of the Interior to write or issue 
pursuant to section 4 of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533)— 

(1) a proposed rule for greater sage-grouse 
(Centrocercus urophasianus); 

(2) a proposed rule for the Columbia basin 
distinct population segment of greater sage- 
grouse. 

STATE CONSERVATION GRANTS 
SEC. 120. For expenses necessary to carry 

out section 200305 of title 54, United States 
Code, the National Park Service may retain 
up to 7 percent of the State Conservation 
Grants program to provide to States, the 
District of Columbia, and insular areas, as 
matching grants to support state program 
administrative costs. 

RETENTION OF CONCESSION FRANCHISE FEES 
SEC. 121. Section 101917(c) of title 54, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) REDUCTION.—The Secretary may re-
duce the percentage allocation otherwise ap-
plicable under paragraph (2) to a unit or area 
of the National Park Service for a fiscal year 
if the Secretary determines that the reve-
nues collected at the unit or area exceed the 
reasonable needs of the unit or area for 
which expenditures may be made for that fis-
cal year. In no event may a percentage allo-
cation be reduced below 60 percent.’’. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND DEPOSITS 
SEC. 122. Section 303102 of title 54, United 

States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘fiscal year 2024’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 2023’’. 

DECOMMISSIONING ACCOUNT 
SEC. 123. The matter under the amended 

heading ‘‘Royalty and Offshore Minerals 
Management’’ for the Minerals Management 
Service in Public Law 101–512 (104 Stat. 1926, 
as amended) (43 U.S.C. 1338a) is further 
amended by striking the fifth and sixth pro-
visos in their entirety and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 3302 of title 31, United 
States Code, any moneys hereafter received 
as a result of the forfeiture of a bond or 
other security by an Outer Continental Shelf 
permittee, lessee, or right-of-way holder that 
does not fulfill the requirements of its per-
mit, lease, or right-of-way or does not com-
ply with the regulations of the Secretary, or 
as a bankruptcy distribution or settlement 
associated with such failure or noncompli-
ance, shall be credited to a separate account 
established in the Treasury for decommis-
sioning activities and shall be available to 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
without further appropriation or fiscal year 
limitation to cover the cost to the United 
States of any improvement, protection, reha-
bilitation, or decommissioning work ren-
dered necessary by the action or inaction 
that led to the forfeiture or bankruptcy dis-
tribution or settlement, to remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That 
amounts deposited into the decommissioning 
account may be allocated to the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement for 
such costs: Provided further, That any mon-
eys received for such costs currently held in 
the Ocean Energy Management account shall 
be transferred to the decommissioning ac-
count: Provided further, That any portion of 
the moneys so credited shall be returned to 
the bankruptcy estate, permittee, lessee, or 
right-of-way holder to the extent that the 
money is in excess of the amount expended 
in performing the work necessitated by the 
action or inaction which led to their receipt 
or, if the bond or security was forfeited for 
failure to pay the civil penalty, in excess of 
the civil penalty imposed.’’. 
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NONRECURRING EXPENSES FUND 

SEC. 124. There is hereby established in the 
Treasury of the United States a fund to be 
known as the ‘‘Department of the Interior 
Nonrecurring Expenses Fund’’ (the Fund): 
Provided, That unobligated balances of ex-
pired discretionary funds appropriated for 
this or any succeeding fiscal year from the 
General Fund of the Treasury to the Depart-
ment of the Interior by this or any other Act 
may be transferred (not later than the end of 
the fifth fiscal year after the last fiscal year 
for which such funds are available for the 
purposes for which appropriated) into the 
Fund: Provided further, That amounts depos-
ited in the Fund shall be available until ex-
pended, and in addition to such other funds 
as may be available for such purposes, for in-
formation and business technology system 
modernization and facilities infrastructure 
improvements and associated administrative 
expenses, including nonrecurring mainte-
nance, necessary for the operation of the De-
partment or its bureaus, subject to approval 
by the Office of Management and Budget: 
Provided further, That amounts in the Fund 
may not be obligated without written notifi-
cation to and the prior approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate in conform-
ance with the reprogramming guidelines de-
scribed in this Act. 

EBEY’S LANDING NATIONAL HISTORIC RESERVE 

SEC. 125. Section 508(f) of Public Law 95–625 
(92 stat. 3509) is amended by striking ‘‘not to 
exceed $5,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$18,000,000’’. 

INTERIOR AUTHORITY FOR OPERATING 
EFFICIENCIES 

SEC. 126. (a) In fiscal years 2024 and 2025, 
the Secretary of the Interior may authorize 
and execute agreements to achieve operating 
efficiencies among and between two or more 
component bureaus and offices through the 
following activities: 

(1) co-locating in offices and facilities 
leased or owned by any such component and 
sharing related utilities and equipment; 

(2) detailing or assigning staff on a non-re-
imbursable basis for up to 5 business days; 
and 

(3) sharing staff and equipment necessary 
to meet mission requirements. 

(b) The authority provided by subsection 
(a) is to support areas of mission alignment 
between and among component bureaus and 
offices or where geographic proximity allows 
for efficiencies. 

(c) Bureaus and offices entering into agree-
ments authorized under subsections (a)(1) 
and (a)(3) shall bear costs for such agree-
ments in a manner that reflects their ap-
proximate benefit and share of total costs, 
which may or may not include indirect costs. 

(d) In furtherance of the requirement in 
subsection (c), the Secretary of the Interior 
may make transfers of funds in advance or 
on a reimbursable basis. 

TITLE II 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

For science and technology, including re-
search and development activities, which 
shall include research and development ac-
tivities under the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980; necessary expenses for per-
sonnel and related costs and travel expenses; 
procurement of laboratory equipment and 
supplies; hire, maintenance, and operation of 
aircraft; and other operating expenses in 
support of research and development, 
$758,103,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That of the funds 
included under this heading, $19,530,000 shall 
be for Research: National Priorities as speci-

fied in the explanatory statement described 
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division 
A of this consolidated Act), of which 
$2,030,000 shall be for projects specified for 
Science and Technology in the table titled 
‘‘Interior and Environment Incorporation of 
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’’ included 
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT 

For environmental programs and manage-
ment, including necessary expenses not oth-
erwise provided for, for personnel and related 
costs and travel expenses; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; hire, maintenance, and oper-
ation of aircraft; purchase of reprints; li-
brary memberships in societies or associa-
tions which issue publications to members 
only or at a price to members lower than to 
subscribers who are not members; adminis-
trative costs of the brownfields program 
under the Small Business Liability Relief 
and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2002; 
implementation of a coal combustion resid-
ual permit program under section 2301 of the 
Water and Waste Act of 2016; and not to ex-
ceed $40,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $3,178,028,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds included 
under this heading— 

(1) $30,700,000 shall be for Environmental 
Protection: National Priorities as specified 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of this consolidated Act); 

(2) $681,726,000 shall be for Geographic Pro-
grams as specified in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act); and 

(3) $20,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for grants, including grants 
that may be awarded on a non-competitive 
basis, interagency agreements, and associ-
ated program support costs to establish and 
implement a program to assist Alaska Na-
tive Regional Corporations, Alaskan Native 
Village Corporations, federally-recognized 
tribes in Alaska, Alaska Native Non-Profit 
Organizations and Alaska Native Nonprofit 
Associations, and intertribal consortia com-
prised of Alaskan tribal entities to address 
contamination on lands conveyed under or 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) that were 
or are contaminated at the time of convey-
ance and are on an inventory of such lands 
developed and maintained by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency: Provided, That 
grants awarded using funds made available 
in this paragraph may be used by a recipient 
to supplement other funds provided by the 
Environmental Protection Agency through 
individual media or multi-media grants or 
cooperative agreements: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available in this 
paragraph, in addition to amounts otherwise 
available for such purposes, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency may reserve up to 
$2,000,000 for salaries, expenses, and adminis-
tration of the program and for grants related 
to such program that address contamination 
on lands conveyed under or pursuant to the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) that were or are contami-
nated at the time of conveyance and are on 
the EPA inventory of such lands. 
In addition, $9,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for necessary expenses of ac-
tivities described in section 26(b)(1) of the 
Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C. 
2625(b)(1)): Provided, That fees collected pur-
suant to that section of that Act and depos-

ited in the ‘‘TSCA Service Fee Fund’’ as dis-
cretionary offsetting receipts in fiscal year 
2024 shall be retained and used for necessary 
salaries and expenses in this appropriation 
and shall remain available until expended: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated in this paragraph from the general 
fund for fiscal year 2024 shall be reduced by 
the amount of discretionary offsetting re-
ceipts received during fiscal year 2024, so as 
to result in a final fiscal year 2024 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at not 
more than $0: Provided further, That to the 
extent that amounts realized from such re-
ceipts exceed $9,000,000, those amounts in ex-
cess of $9,000,000 shall be deposited in the 
‘‘TSCA Service Fee Fund’’ as discretionary 
offsetting receipts in fiscal year 2024, shall be 
retained and used for necessary salaries and 
expenses in this account, and shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That of the funds included in the first para-
graph under this heading, the Chemical Risk 
Review and Reduction program project shall 
be allocated for this fiscal year, excluding 
the amount of any fees appropriated, not less 
than the amount of appropriations for that 
program project for fiscal year 2014. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$43,250,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That the Office of 
Inspector General shall be subject to the 
terms, conditions, and requirements speci-
fied under this heading in Senate Report 118– 
83. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
For construction, repair, improvement, ex-

tension, alteration, and purchase of fixed 
equipment or facilities of, or for use by, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
$40,676,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA), including sections 111(c)(3), (c)(5), 
(c)(6), and (e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 9611), and hire, 
maintenance, and operation of aircraft, 
$537,700,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, consisting of such sums as are avail-
able in the Trust Fund on September 30, 2023, 
and not otherwise appropriated from the 
Trust Fund, as authorized by section 517(a) 
of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986 (SARA) and up to 
$537,700,000 as a payment from general reve-
nues to the Hazardous Substance Superfund 
for purposes as authorized by section 517(b) 
of SARA: Provided, That funds appropriated 
under this heading may be allocated to other 
Federal agencies in accordance with section 
111(a) of CERCLA: Provided further, That of 
the funds appropriated under this heading, 
$11,328,000 shall be paid to the ‘‘Office of In-
spector General’’ appropriation to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, and 
$30,343,000 shall be paid to the ‘‘Science and 
Technology’’ appropriation to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 
LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST 

FUND PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses to carry out leak-

ing underground storage tank cleanup activi-
ties authorized by subtitle I of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, $89,214,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which $64,723,000 
shall be for carrying out leaking under-
ground storage tank cleanup activities au-
thorized by section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act; and $24,491,000 shall be for car-
rying out the other provisions of the Solid 
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Waste Disposal Act specified in section 
9508(c) of the Internal Revenue Code: Pro-
vided, That the Administrator is authorized 
to use appropriations made available under 
this heading to implement section 9013 of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act to provide finan-
cial assistance to federally recognized Indian 
tribes for the development and implementa-
tion of programs to manage underground 
storage tanks. 

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s respon-
sibilities under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 
including hire, maintenance, and operation 
of aircraft, $20,711,000, to be derived from the 
Oil Spill Liability trust fund, to remain 
available until expended. 

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For environmental programs and infra-
structure assistance, including capitaliza-
tion grants for State revolving funds and 
performance partnership grants, 
$4,418,938,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which— 

(1) $1,638,861,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Funds under title VI of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act; and of 
which $1,126,101,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Funds under section 1452 of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act: Provided, That 
$787,652,267 of the funds made available for 
capitalization grants for the Clean Water 
State Revolving Funds and $631,659,905 of the 
funds made available for capitalization 
grants for the Drinking Water State Revolv-
ing Funds shall be for the construction of 
drinking water, wastewater, and storm water 
infrastructure and for water quality protec-
tion in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions specified for such grants in the explan-
atory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act) for projects specified for 
‘‘STAG—Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund’’ and ‘‘STAG—Clean Water State Re-
volving Fund’’ in the table titled ‘‘Interior 
and Environment Incorporation of Commu-
nity Project Funding Items/Congressionally 
Directed Spending Items’’ included for this 
division in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act), and, for 
purposes of these grants, each grantee shall 
contribute not less than 20 percent of the 
cost of the project unless the grantee is ap-
proved for a waiver by the Agency: Provided 
further, That $13,300,000 of the funds appro-
priated under this heading for capitalization 
grants for the Clean Water State Revolving 
Funds and for capitalization grants for the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Funds, in 
addition to amounts otherwise available for 
such purposes, may be used by the Adminis-
trator for salaries, expenses, and administra-
tion for Community Project Funding Items/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending Items: 
Provided further, That the amounts in the 
preceding proviso under this heading shall 
not be available for obligation until the re-
port, as specified under this heading in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act) is received by the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate: Provided further, 
That for fiscal year 2024, to the extent there 
are sufficient eligible project applications 
and projects are consistent with State In-
tended Use Plans, not less than 10 percent of 
the funds made available under this title to 
each State for Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund capitalization grants shall be used by 

the State for projects to address green infra-
structure, water or energy efficiency im-
provements, or other environmentally inno-
vative activities: Provided further, That for 
fiscal year 2024, funds made available under 
this title to each State for Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants 
may, at the discretion of each State, be used 
for projects to address green infrastructure, 
water or energy efficiency improvements, or 
other environmentally innovative activities: 
Provided further, That the Administrator is 
authorized to use up to $1,500,000 of funds 
made available for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Funds under this heading under 
title VI of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1381) to conduct the Clean 
Watersheds Needs Survey: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding section 603(d)(7) of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, the 
limitation on the amounts in a State water 
pollution control revolving fund that may be 
used by a State to administer the fund shall 
not apply to amounts included as principal 
in loans made by such fund in fiscal year 2024 
and prior years where such amounts rep-
resent costs of administering the fund to the 
extent that such amounts are or were 
deemed reasonable by the Administrator, ac-
counted for separately from other assets in 
the fund, and used for eligible purposes of 
the fund, including administration: Provided 
further, That for fiscal year 2024, notwith-
standing the provisions of subsections (g)(1), 
(h), and (l) of section 201 of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, grants made 
under title II of such Act for American 
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Marianas, the United States Virgin 
Islands, and the District of Columbia may 
also be made for the purpose of providing as-
sistance: (1) solely for facility plans, design 
activities, or plans, specifications, and esti-
mates for any proposed project for the con-
struction of treatment works; and (2) for the 
construction, repair, or replacement of pri-
vately owned treatment works serving one 
or more principal residences or small com-
mercial establishments: Provided further, 
That for fiscal year 2024, notwithstanding 
the provisions of such subsections (g)(1), (h), 
and (l) of section 201 and section 518(c) of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, funds 
reserved by the Administrator for grants 
under section 518(c) of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act may also be used to 
provide assistance: (1) solely for facility 
plans, design activities, or plans, specifica-
tions, and estimates for any proposed project 
for the construction of treatment works; and 
(2) for the construction, repair, or replace-
ment of privately owned treatment works 
serving one or more principal residences or 
small commercial establishments: Provided 
further, That for fiscal year 2024, notwith-
standing any provision of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act and regulations issued 
pursuant thereof, up to a total of $2,000,000 of 
the funds reserved by the Administrator for 
grants under section 518(c) of such Act may 
also be used for grants for training, technical 
assistance, and educational programs relat-
ing to the operation and management of the 
treatment works specified in section 518(c) of 
such Act: Provided further, That for fiscal 
year 2024, funds reserved under section 518(c) 
of such Act shall be available for grants only 
to Indian tribes, as defined in section 518(h) 
of such Act and former Indian reservations 
in Oklahoma (as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior) and Native Villages as 
defined in Public Law 92–203: Provided fur-
ther, That for fiscal year 2024, notwith-
standing the limitation on amounts in sec-
tion 518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, up to a total of 2 percent of the 
funds appropriated, or $30,000,000, whichever 
is greater, and notwithstanding the limita-

tion on amounts in section 1452(i) of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, up to a total of 2 per-
cent of the funds appropriated, or $20,000,000, 
whichever is greater, for State Revolving 
Funds under such Acts may be reserved by 
the Administrator for grants under section 
518(c) and section 1452(i) of such Acts: Pro-
vided further, That for fiscal year 2024, not-
withstanding the amounts specified in sec-
tion 205(c) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, up to 1.5 percent of the aggre-
gate funds appropriated for the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund program under the 
Act less any sums reserved under section 
518(c) of the Act, may be reserved by the Ad-
ministrator for grants made under title II of 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act for 
American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Marianas, and United States 
Virgin Islands: Provided further, That for fis-
cal year 2024, notwithstanding the limita-
tions on amounts specified in section 1452(j) 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act, up to 1.5 
percent of the funds appropriated for the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund pro-
grams under the Safe Drinking Water Act 
may be reserved by the Administrator for 
grants made under section 1452(j) of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act: Provided further, That 10 
percent of the funds made available under 
this title to each State for Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants 
and 14 percent of the funds made available 
under this title to each State for Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund capitalization 
grants shall be used by the State to provide 
additional subsidy to eligible recipients in 
the form of forgiveness of principal, negative 
interest loans, or grants (or any combination 
of these), and shall be so used by the State 
only where such funds are provided as initial 
financing for an eligible recipient or to buy, 
refinance, or restructure the debt obligations 
of eligible recipients only where such debt 
was incurred on or after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, or where such debt was in-
curred prior to the date of enactment of this 
Act if the State, with concurrence from the 
Administrator, determines that such funds 
could be used to help address a threat to pub-
lic health from heightened exposure to lead 
in drinking water or if a Federal or State 
emergency declaration has been issued due 
to a threat to public health from heightened 
exposure to lead in a municipal drinking 
water supply before the date of enactment of 
this Act: Provided further, That in a State in 
which such an emergency declaration has 
been issued, the State may use more than 14 
percent of the funds made available under 
this title to the State for Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants 
to provide additional subsidy to eligible re-
cipients: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 1452(o) of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j–12(o)), the Adminis-
trator shall reserve up to $12,000,000 of the 
amounts made available for fiscal year 2024 
for making capitalization grants for the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Funds to 
pay the costs of monitoring for unregulated 
contaminants under section 1445(a)(2)(C) of 
such Act: Provided further, That of the unob-
ligated balances available in the ‘‘State and 
Tribal Assistance Grants’’ account appro-
priated prior to fiscal year 2012 for ‘‘special 
project grants’’ or ‘‘special needs infrastruc-
ture grants,’’ or for the administration, man-
agement, and oversight of such grants, 
$1,500,000 are permanently rescinded: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be re-
scinded from amounts that were designated 
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on 
the budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Pro-
vided further, That the funds made available 
under this heading for Community Project 
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Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending 
grants in this or prior appropriations Acts 
are not subject to compliance with Federal 
procurement requirements for competition 
and methods of procurement applicable to 
Federal financial assistance, if a Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending recipient has procured services or 
products through contracts entered into 
prior to the date of enactment of this legisla-
tion that complied with state and/or local 
laws governing competition; 

(2) $35,000,000 shall be for architectural, en-
gineering, planning, design, construction and 
related activities in connection with the 
construction of high priority water and 
wastewater facilities in the area of the 
United States-Mexico Border, after consulta-
tion with the appropriate border commis-
sion: Provided, That no funds provided by 
this appropriations Act to address the water, 
wastewater and other critical infrastructure 
needs of the colonias in the United States 
along the United States-Mexico border shall 
be made available to a county or municipal 
government unless that government has es-
tablished an enforceable local ordinance, or 
other zoning rule, which prevents in that ju-
risdiction the development or construction 
of any additional colonia areas, or the devel-
opment within an existing colonia the con-
struction of any new home, business, or 
other structure which lacks water, waste-
water, or other necessary infrastructure; 

(3) $39,000,000 shall be for grants to the 
State of Alaska to address drinking water 
and wastewater infrastructure needs of rural 
and Alaska Native Villages: Provided, That of 
these funds: (A) the State of Alaska shall 
provide a match of 25 percent; (B) no more 
than 5 percent of the funds may be used for 
administrative and overhead expenses; and 
(C) the State of Alaska shall make awards 
consistent with the Statewide priority list 
established in conjunction with the Agency 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
all water, sewer, waste disposal, and similar 
projects carried out by the State of Alaska 
that are funded under section 221 of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1301) or the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) which 
shall allocate not less than 25 percent of the 
funds provided for projects in regional hub 
communities; 

(4) $98,000,000 shall be to carry out section 
104(k) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (CERCLA), including grants, inter-
agency agreements, and associated program 
support costs: Provided, That at least 10 per-
cent shall be allocated for assistance in per-
sistent poverty counties: Provided further, 
That for purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘persistent poverty counties’’ means any 
county that has had 20 percent or more of its 
population living in poverty over the past 30 
years, as measured by the 1993 Small Area 
Income and Poverty Estimates, the 2000 de-
cennial census, and the most recent Small 
Area Income and Poverty Estimates, or any 
territory or possession of the United States; 

(5) $90,000,000 shall be for grants under title 
VII, subtitle G of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005; 

(6) $67,800,000 shall be for targeted airshed 
grants in accordance with the terms and con-
ditions in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act); 

(7) $28,500,000 shall be for grants under sub-
sections (a) through (j) of section 1459A of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j– 
19a): Provided, That for fiscal year 2024, funds 
provided under subsections (a) through (j) of 
such section of such Act may be used— 

(A) by a State to provide assistance to ben-
efit one or more owners of drinking water 

wells that are not public water systems or 
connected to a public water system for nec-
essary and appropriate activities related to a 
contaminant pursuant to subsection (j) of 
such section of such Act; and 

(B) to support a community described in 
subsection (c)(2) of such section of such Act; 

(8) $28,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1464(d) of the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(42 U.S.C. 300j–24(d)); 

(9) $22,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459B of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. 300j–19b); 

(10) $6,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459A(l) of the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(42 U.S.C. 300j–19a(l)); 

(11) $25,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 104(b)(8) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1254(b)(8)); 

(12) $41,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 221 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1301); 

(13) $5,400,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 4304(b) of the America’s Water Infra-
structure Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–270); 

(14) $5,000,000 shall be for carrying out sec-
tion 302(a) of the Save Our Seas 2.0 Act (33 
U.S.C. 4282(a)), of which not more than 2 per-
cent shall be for administrative costs to 
carry out such section: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 302(a) of such Act, the 
Administrator may also provide grants pur-
suant to such authority to intertribal con-
sortia consistent with the requirements in 40 
CFR 35.504(a), to former Indian reservations 
in Oklahoma (as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior), and Alaska Native 
Villages as defined in Public Law 92–203; 

(15) $7,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 103(b)(3) of the Clean Air Act for wildfire 
smoke preparedness grants in accordance 
with the terms and conditions in the explan-
atory statement described in section 4 (in 
the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act): Provided, That not more than 
3 percent shall be for administrative costs to 
carry out such section; 

(16) $38,693,000 shall be for State and Tribal 
Assistance Grants to be allocated in the 
amounts specified for those projects and for 
the purposes delineated in the table titled 
‘‘Interior and Environment Incorporation of 
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’’ included 
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act) for remediation, construction, and re-
lated environmental management activities 
in accordance with the terms and conditions 
specified for such grants in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act); 

(17) $2,250,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459F of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. 300j–19g); 

(18) $4,000,000 shall be for carrying out sec-
tion 2001 of the America’s Water Infrastruc-
ture Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–270, 42 U.S.C. 
300j–3c note): Provided, That the Adminis-
trator may award grants to and enter into 
contracts with tribes, intertribal consortia, 
public or private agencies, institutions, orga-
nizations, and individuals, without regard to 
section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31 and section 
6101 of title 41, United States Code, and enter 
into interagency agreements as appropriate; 

(19) $2,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 50217(b) of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (33 U.S.C. 1302f(b); Public 
Law 117–58); 

(20) $3,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 124 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1276); and 

(21) $1,106,333,000 shall be for grants, includ-
ing associated program support costs, to 
States, federally recognized tribes, inter-

state agencies, tribal consortia, and air pol-
lution control agencies for multi-media or 
single media pollution prevention, control 
and abatement, and related activities, in-
cluding activities pursuant to the provisions 
set forth under this heading in Public Law 
104–134, and for making grants under section 
103 of the Clean Air Act for particulate mat-
ter monitoring and data collection activities 
subject to terms and conditions specified by 
the Administrator, and under section 2301 of 
the Water and Waste Act of 2016 to assist 
States in developing and implementing pro-
grams for control of coal combustion residu-
als, of which: $46,250,000 shall be for carrying 
out section 128 of CERCLA; $9,500,000 shall be 
for Environmental Information Exchange 
Network grants, including associated pro-
gram support costs; $1,475,000 shall be for 
grants to States under section 2007(f)(2) of 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act, which shall be 
in addition to funds appropriated under the 
heading ‘‘Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank Trust Fund Program’’ to carry out the 
provisions of the Solid Waste Disposal Act 
specified in section 9508(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code other than section 9003(h) of 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act; $18,512,000 of 
the funds available for grants under section 
106 of the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act shall be for State participation in 
national- and State-level statistical surveys 
of water resources and enhancements to 
State monitoring programs. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND 
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of direct loans and for the cost 
of guaranteed loans, as authorized by the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014, $64,634,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such 
costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided 
further, That these funds are available to 
subsidize gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct loans, including capitalized 
interest, and total loan principal, including 
capitalized interest, any part of which is to 
be guaranteed, not to exceed $12,500,000,000: 
Provided further, That of the funds made 
available under this heading, $5,000,000 shall 
be used solely for the cost of direct loans and 
for the cost of guaranteed loans for projects 
described in section 5026(9) of the Water In-
frastructure Finance and Innovation Act of 
2014 to State infrastructure financing au-
thorities, as authorized by section 5033(e) of 
such Act: Provided further, That the use of di-
rect loans or loan guarantee authority under 
this heading for direct loans or commit-
ments to guarantee loans for any project 
shall be in accordance with the criteria pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 30, 
2020 (85 FR 39189) pursuant to the fourth pro-
viso under the heading ‘‘Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Program Ac-
count’’ in division D of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public Law 
116–94): Provided further, That none of the di-
rect loans or loan guarantee authority made 
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for any project unless the Adminis-
trator and the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget have certified in ad-
vance in writing that the direct loan or loan 
guarantee, as applicable, and the project 
comply with the criteria referenced in the 
previous proviso: Provided further, That, for 
the purposes of carrying out the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, the Director of the 
Congressional Budget Office may request, 
and the Administrator shall promptly pro-
vide, documentation and information relat-
ing to a project identified in a Letter of In-
terest submitted to the Administrator pursu-
ant to a Notice of Funding Availability for 
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applications for credit assistance under the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act Program, including with respect to 
a project that was initiated or completed be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act. 

In addition, fees authorized to be collected 
pursuant to sections 5029 and 5030 of the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014 shall be deposited in this ac-
count, to remain available until expended. 

In addition, for administrative expenses to 
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan 
programs, notwithstanding section 5033 of 
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act of 2014, $7,640,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS— 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
For fiscal year 2024, notwithstanding 31 

U.S.C. 6303(1) and 6305(1), the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, in 
carrying out the Agency’s function to imple-
ment directly Federal environmental pro-
grams required or authorized by law in the 
absence of an acceptable tribal program, 
may award cooperative agreements to feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes or Intertribal 
consortia, if authorized by their member 
tribes, to assist the Administrator in imple-
menting Federal environmental programs 
for Indian tribes required or authorized by 
law, except that no such cooperative agree-
ments may be awarded from funds des-
ignated for State financial assistance agree-
ments. 

The Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is authorized to collect 
and obligate pesticide registration service 
fees in accordance with section 33 of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act (7 U.S.C. 136w–8), to remain available 
until expended. 

Notwithstanding section 33(d)(2) of the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) (7 U.S.C. 136w– 
8(d)(2)), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency may assess fees 
under section 33 of FIFRA (7 U.S.C. 136w–8) 
for fiscal year 2024. 

The Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency is authorized to collect 
and obligate fees in accordance with section 
3024 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 
U.S.C. 6939g) for fiscal year 2024, to remain 
available until expended. 

The Administrator is authorized to trans-
fer up to $368,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated for the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative under the heading ‘‘Environmental 
Programs and Management’’ to the head of 
any Federal department or agency, with the 
concurrence of such head, to carry out ac-
tivities that would support the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement programs, 
projects, or activities; to enter into an inter-
agency agreement with the head of such Fed-
eral department or agency to carry out these 
activities; and to make grants to govern-
mental entities, nonprofit organizations, in-
stitutions, and individuals for planning, re-
search, monitoring, outreach, and implemen-
tation in furtherance of the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement. 

The Science and Technology, Environ-
mental Programs and Management, Office of 
Inspector General, Hazardous Substance 
Superfund, and Leaking Underground Stor-
age Tank Trust Fund Program Accounts, are 
available for the construction, alteration, re-
pair, rehabilitation, and renovation of facili-
ties, provided that the cost does not exceed 
$300,000 per project. 

For fiscal year 2024, and notwithstanding 
section 518(f) of the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(f)), the Adminis-
trator is authorized to use the amounts ap-
propriated for any fiscal year under section 
319 of the Act to make grants to Indian 
tribes pursuant to sections 319(h) and 518(e) 
of that Act. 

The Administrator is authorized to use the 
amounts appropriated under the heading 
‘‘Environmental Programs and Manage-
ment’’ for fiscal year 2024 to provide grants 
to implement the Southeast New England 
Watershed Restoration Program. 

Notwithstanding the limitations on 
amounts in section 320(i)(2)(B) of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, not less than 
$2,500,000 of the funds made available under 
this title for the National Estuary Program 
shall be for making competitive awards de-
scribed in section 320(g)(4). 

For fiscal year 2024, the Office of Chemical 
Safety and Pollution Prevention and the Of-
fice of Water may, using funds appropriated 
under the headings ‘‘Environmental Pro-
grams and Management’’ and ‘‘Science and 
Technology’’, contract directly with individ-
uals or indirectly with institutions or non-
profit organizations, without regard to 41 
U.S.C. 5, for the temporary or intermittent 
personal services of students or recent grad-
uates, who shall be considered employees for 
the purposes of chapters 57 and 81 of title 5, 
United States Code, relating to compensa-
tion for travel and work injuries, and chap-
ter 171 of title 28, United States Code, relat-
ing to tort claims, but shall not be consid-
ered to be Federal employees for any other 
purpose: Provided, That amounts used for 
this purpose by the Office of Chemical Safety 
and Pollution Prevention and the Office of 
Water collectively may not exceed $2,000,000. 

The Environmental Protection agency 
shall provide the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
Senate with copies of any available Depart-
ment of Treasury quarterly certification of 
trust fund receipts collected from section 
13601 of Public Law 117–169 and section 80201 
of Public Law 117–58, an annual operating 
plan for such receipts showing amounts allo-
cated by program area and program project, 
and quarterly reports for such receipts of ob-
ligated balances by program area and pro-
gram project. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment, $1,000,000: Provided, That funds 
made available by this Act to any agency in 
the Natural Resources and Environment mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the office. 

FOREST SERVICE 

FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, $1,150,000,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 
2027: Provided, That a portion of the funds 
made available under this heading shall be 
for the base salary and expenses of employ-
ees in the Chief’s Office, the Work Environ-
ment and Performance Office, the Business 
Operations Deputy Area, and the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer’s Office to carry out adminis-
trative and general management support 
functions: Provided further, That funds pro-
vided under this heading shall be available 
for the costs of facility maintenance, repairs, 
and leases for buildings and sites where these 
administrative, general management and 

other Forest Service support functions take 
place; the costs of all utility and tele-
communication expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, as well as business services; and, for in-
formation technology, including cybersecu-
rity requirements: Provided further, That 
funds provided under this heading may be 
used for necessary expenses to carry out ad-
ministrative and general management sup-
port functions of the Forest Service not oth-
erwise provided for and necessary for its op-
eration. 

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 
For necessary expenses of forest and range-

land research as authorized by law, 
$300,000,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the funds 
provided, $31,500,000 is for the forest inven-
tory and analysis program: Provided further, 
That all authorities for the use of funds, in-
cluding the use of contracts, grants, and co-
operative agreements, available to execute 
the Forest and Rangeland Research appro-
priation, are also available in the utilization 
of these funds for Fire Science Research. 

STATE, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL FORESTRY 
For necessary expenses of cooperating with 

and providing technical and financial assist-
ance to States, territories, possessions, 
tribes, and others, and for forest health man-
agement, including for invasive plants, and 
conducting an international program and 
trade compliance activities as authorized, 
$303,306,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2027, as authorized by law, of 
which $19,806,000 shall be for projects speci-
fied for Forest Resource Information and 
Analysis in the table titled ‘‘Interior and En-
vironment Incorporation of Community 
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’’ included for this di-
vision in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 
For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-

ice, not otherwise provided for, for manage-
ment, protection, improvement, and utiliza-
tion of the National Forest System, and for 
hazardous fuels management on or adjacent 
to such lands, $1,863,557,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2027: Provided, 
That of the funds provided, $31,000,000 shall 
be deposited in the Collaborative Forest 
Landscape Restoration Fund for ecological 
restoration treatments as authorized by 16 
U.S.C. 7303(f): Provided further, That for the 
funds provided in the preceding proviso, sec-
tion 4003(d)(3)(A) of the Omnibus Public Land 
Management Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 
7303(d)(3)(A)) shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘20’’ for ‘‘10’’ and section 4003(d)(3)(B) of the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 
2009 (16 U.S.C. 7303(d)(3)(B)) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘‘4’’ for ‘‘2’’: Provided further, 
That of the funds provided, $39,000,000 shall 
be for forest products: Provided further, That 
of the funds provided, $175,450,000 shall be for 
hazardous fuels management activities, of 
which not to exceed $30,000,000 may be used 
to make grants, using any authorities avail-
able to the Forest Service under the ‘‘State, 
Private, and Tribal Forestry’’ appropriation, 
for the purpose of creating incentives for in-
creased use of biomass from National Forest 
System lands: Provided further, That 
$20,000,000 may be used by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to enter into procurement con-
tracts or cooperative agreements or to issue 
grants for hazardous fuels management ac-
tivities, and for training or monitoring asso-
ciated with such hazardous fuels manage-
ment activities on Federal land, or on non- 
Federal land if the Secretary determines 
such activities benefit resources on Federal 
land: Provided further, That funds made 
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available to implement the Community For-
est Restoration Act, Public Law 106–393, title 
VI, shall be available for use on non-Federal 
lands in accordance with authorities made 
available to the Forest Service under the 
‘‘State, Private, and Tribal Forestry’’ appro-
priation: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 33 of the Bankhead Jones 
Farm Tenant Act (7 U.S.C. 1012), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, in calculating a fee for 
grazing on a National Grassland, may pro-
vide a credit of up to 50 percent of the cal-
culated fee to a Grazing Association or di-
rect permittee for a conservation practice 
approved by the Secretary in advance of the 
fiscal year in which the cost of the conserva-
tion practice is incurred, and that the 
amount credited shall remain available to 
the Grazing Association or the direct per-
mittee, as appropriate, in the fiscal year in 
which the credit is made and each fiscal year 
thereafter for use on the project for con-
servation practices approved by the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated to this account shall be available for 
the base salary and expenses of employees 
that carry out the functions funded by the 
‘‘Capital Improvement and Maintenance’’ ac-
count, the ‘‘Range Betterment Fund’’ ac-
count, and the ‘‘Management of National 
Forest Lands for Subsistence Uses’’ account. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, $156,130,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 
2027, for construction, capital improvement, 
maintenance, and acquisition of buildings 
and other facilities and infrastructure; for 
construction, reconstruction, and decommis-
sioning of roads that are no longer needed, 
including unauthorized roads that are not 
part of the transportation system; and for 
maintenance of forest roads and trails by the 
Forest Service as authorized by 16 U.S.C. 
532–538 and 23 U.S.C. 101 and 205: Provided, 
That $6,000,000 shall be for activities author-
ized by 16 U.S.C. 538(a): Provided further, That 
$5,130,000 shall be for projects specified for 
Construction Projects in the table titled ‘‘In-
terior and Environment Incorporation of 
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’’ included 
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided further, That funds becoming 
available in fiscal year 2024 under the Act of 
March 4, 1913 (16 U.S.C. 501) shall be trans-
ferred to the General Fund of the Treasury 
and shall not be available for transfer or ob-
ligation for any other purpose unless the 
funds are appropriated. 
ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS 

SPECIAL ACTS 
For acquisition of lands within the exte-

rior boundaries of the Cache, Uinta, and 
Wasatch National Forests, Utah; the Toiyabe 
National Forest, Nevada; and the Angeles, 
San Bernardino, Sequoia, and Cleveland Na-
tional Forests, California; and the Ozark-St. 
Francis and Ouachita National Forests, Ar-
kansas; as authorized by law, $664,000, to be 
derived from forest receipts. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND 
EXCHANGES 

For acquisition of lands, such sums, to be 
derived from funds deposited by State, coun-
ty, or municipal governments, public school 
districts, or other public school authorities, 
and for authorized expenditures from funds 
deposited by non-Federal parties pursuant to 
Land Sale and Exchange Acts, pursuant to 
the Act of December 4, 1967 (16 U.S.C. 484a), 
to remain available through September 30, 
2027, (16 U.S.C. 516–617a, 555a; Public Law 96– 

586; Public Law 76–589, Public Law 76–591; and 
Public Law 78–310). 

RANGE BETTERMENT FUND 
For necessary expenses of range rehabilita-

tion, protection, and improvement, 50 per-
cent of all moneys received during the prior 
fiscal year, as fees for grazing domestic live-
stock on lands in National Forests in the 16 
Western States, pursuant to section 401(b)(1) 
of Public Law 94–579, to remain available 
through September 30, 2027, of which not to 
exceed 6 percent shall be available for ad-
ministrative expenses associated with on- 
the-ground range rehabilitation, protection, 
and improvements. 

GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST 
AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 

For expenses authorized by 16 U.S.C. 
1643(b), $45,000, to remain available through 
September 30, 2027, to be derived from the 
fund established pursuant to the above Act. 
MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR 

SUBSISTENCE USES 
For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-

ice to manage Federal lands in Alaska for 
subsistence uses under title VIII of the Alas-
ka National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
(16 U.S.C. 3111 et seq.), $1,099,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2027. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for forest fire 
presuppression activities on National Forest 
System lands, for emergency wildland fire 
suppression on or adjacent to such lands or 
other lands under fire protection agreement, 
and for emergency rehabilitation of burned- 
over National Forest System lands and 
water, $2,312,654,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That such funds, 
including unobligated balances under this 
heading, are available for repayment of ad-
vances from other appropriations accounts 
previously transferred for such purposes: 
Provided further, That any unobligated funds 
appropriated in a previous fiscal year for 
hazardous fuels management may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘National Forest System’’ ac-
count: Provided further, That such funds shall 
be available to reimburse State and other co-
operating entities for services provided in re-
sponse to wildfire and other emergencies or 
disasters to the extent such reimbursements 
by the Forest Service for non-fire emer-
gencies are fully repaid by the responsible 
emergency management agency: Provided 
further, That funds provided shall be avail-
able for support to Federal emergency re-
sponse: Provided further, That the costs of 
implementing any cooperative agreement be-
tween the Federal Government and any non- 
Federal entity may be shared, as mutually 
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided 
further, That funds made available under this 
heading in this Act and unobligated balances 
made available under this heading in prior 
Acts, other than amounts designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on 
the budget or the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, shall 
be available, in addition to any other funds 
made available for such purpose, to continue 
uninterrupted the Federal wildland fire-
fighter base salary increases provided under 
section 40803(d)(4)(B) of Public Law 117–58: 
Provided further, That of the funds provided 
under this heading, $1,011,000,000 shall be 
available for wildfire suppression operations, 
and is provided to meet the terms of section 
251(b)(2)(F)(ii)(I) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE 
FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
In addition to the amounts provided under 

the heading ‘‘Department of Agriculture— 

Forest Service—Wildland Fire Management’’ 
for wildfire suppression operations, 
$2,300,000,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred, is additional new budget authority as 
specified for purposes of section 251(b)(2)(F) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985: Provided, That such 
amounts may be transferred to and merged 
with amounts made available under the 
headings ‘‘Department of the Interior—De-
partment-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire 
Management’’ and ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ for wildfire suppression operations 
in the fiscal year in which such amounts are 
transferred: Provided further, That amounts 
may be transferred to the ‘‘Wildland Fire 
Management’’ accounts in the Department of 
the Interior or the Department of Agri-
culture only upon the notification of the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions that all wildfire suppression operations 
funds appropriated under that heading in 
this and prior appropriations Acts to the 
agency to which the funds will be transferred 
will be obligated within 30 days: Provided fur-
ther, That the transfer authority provided 
under this heading is in addition to any 
other transfer authority provided by law: 
Provided further, That, in determining wheth-
er all wildfire suppression operations funds 
appropriated under the heading ‘‘Wildland 
Fire Management’’ in this and prior appro-
priations Acts to either the Department of 
Agriculture or the Department of the Inte-
rior will be obligated within 30 days pursu-
ant to the preceding proviso, any funds 
transferred or permitted to be transferred 
pursuant to any other transfer authority 
provided by law shall be excluded. 

COMMUNICATIONS SITE ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Amounts collected in this fiscal year pur-
suant to section 8705(f)(2) of the Agriculture 
Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115– 
334), shall be deposited in the special account 
established by section 8705(f)(1) of such Act, 
shall be available to cover the costs de-
scribed in subsection (c)(3) of such section of 
such Act, and shall remain available until 
expended: Provided, That such amounts shall 
be transferred to the ‘‘National Forest Sys-
tem’’ account. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FOREST SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
Appropriations to the Forest Service for 

the current fiscal year shall be available for: 
(1) purchase of passenger motor vehicles; ac-
quisition of passenger motor vehicles from 
excess sources, and hire of such vehicles; 
purchase, lease, operation, maintenance, and 
acquisition of aircraft to maintain the oper-
able fleet for use in Forest Service wildland 
fire programs and other Forest Service pro-
grams; notwithstanding other provisions of 
law, existing aircraft being replaced may be 
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value 
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft; (2) services pursuant to 7 
U.S.C. 2225, and not to exceed $100,000 for em-
ployment under 5 U.S.C. 3109; (3) purchase, 
erection, and alteration of buildings and 
other public improvements (7 U.S.C. 2250); (4) 
acquisition of land, waters, and interests 
therein pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 428a; (5) for ex-
penses pursuant to the Volunteers in the Na-
tional Forest Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a, 558d, 
and 558a note); (6) the cost of uniforms as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; and (7) for debt 
collection contracts in accordance with 31 
U.S.C. 3718(c). 

Funds made available to the Forest Serv-
ice in this Act may be transferred between 
accounts affected by the Forest Service 
budget restructure outlined in section 435 of 
division D of the Further Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116–94): 
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Provided, That any transfer of funds pursuant 
to this paragraph shall not increase or de-
crease the funds appropriated to any account 
in this fiscal year by more than ten percent: 
Provided further, That such transfer author-
ity is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided by law. 

Any appropriations or funds available to 
the Forest Service may be transferred to the 
Wildland Fire Management appropriation for 
forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation 
of burned-over or damaged lands or waters 
under its jurisdiction, and fire preparedness 
due to severe burning conditions upon the 
Secretary of Agriculture’s notification of the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions that all fire suppression funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Wildland Fire 
Management’’ will be obligated within 30 
days: Provided, That all funds used pursuant 
to this paragraph must be replenished by a 
supplemental appropriation which must be 
requested as promptly as possible. 

Not more than $50,000,000 of funds appro-
priated to the Forest Service shall be avail-
able for expenditure or transfer to the De-
partment of the Interior for wildland fire 
management, hazardous fuels management, 
and State fire assistance when such transfers 
would facilitate and expedite wildland fire 
management programs and projects. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, the Forest Service may transfer un-
obligated balances of discretionary funds ap-
propriated to the Forest Service by this Act 
to or within the National Forest System Ac-
count, or reprogram funds to be used for the 
purposes of hazardous fuels management and 
urgent rehabilitation of burned-over Na-
tional Forest System lands and water: Pro-
vided, That such transferred funds shall re-
main available through September 30, 2027: 
Provided further, That none of the funds 
transferred pursuant to this paragraph shall 
be available for obligation without written 
notification to and the prior approval of the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for assistance to or 
through the Agency for International Devel-
opment in connection with forest and range-
land research, technical information, and as-
sistance in foreign countries, and shall be 
available to support forestry and related nat-
ural resource activities outside the United 
States and its territories and possessions, in-
cluding technical assistance, education and 
training, and cooperation with United States 
government, private sector, and inter-
national organizations: Provided, That the 
Forest Service, acting for the International 
Program, may sign direct funding agree-
ments with foreign governments and institu-
tions as well as other domestic agencies (in-
cluding the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, the Department of State, and 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation), 
United States private sector firms, institu-
tions and organizations to provide technical 
assistance and training programs on forestry 
and rangeland management: Provided further, 
That to maximize effectiveness of domestic 
and international research and cooperation, 
the International Program may utilize all 
authorities related to forestry, research, and 
cooperative assistance regardless of program 
designations. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available to enter into a cooperative 
agreement with the section 509(a)(3) Sup-
porting Organization, ‘‘Forest Service Inter-
national Foundation’’ to assist the Founda-
tion in meeting administrative, project, and 
other expenses, and may provide for the 
Foundation’s use of Forest Service personnel 
and facilities. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for expenditure or transfer 

to the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management, for removal, preparation, 
and adoption of excess wild horses and bur-
ros from National Forest System lands, and 
for the performance of cadastral surveys to 
designate the boundaries of such lands. 

None of the funds made available to the 
Forest Service in this Act or any other Act 
with respect to any fiscal year shall be sub-
ject to transfer under the provisions of sec-
tion 702(b) of the Department of Agriculture 
Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C. 2257), section 442 
of Public Law 106–224 (7 U.S.C. 7772), or sec-
tion 10417(b) of Public Law 107–171 (7 U.S.C. 
8316(b)). 

Not more than $82,000,000 of funds available 
to the Forest Service shall be transferred to 
the Working Capital Fund of the Department 
of Agriculture and not more than $14,500,000 
of funds available to the Forest Service shall 
be transferred to the Department of Agri-
culture for Department Reimbursable Pro-
grams, commonly referred to as Greenbook 
charges: Provided, That nothing in this para-
graph shall prohibit or limit the use of reim-
bursable agreements requested by the Forest 
Service in order to obtain information tech-
nology services, including telecommuni-
cations and system modifications or en-
hancements, from the Working Capital Fund 
of the Department of Agriculture. 

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 shall be available for pri-
ority projects within the scope of the ap-
proved budget, which shall be carried out by 
the Youth Conservation Corps and shall be 
carried out under the authority of the Public 
Lands Corps Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1721 et 
seq.). 

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, $4,000 is available to the Chief of the For-
est Service for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

Pursuant to sections 405(b) and 410(b) of 
Public Law 101–593, of the funds available to 
the Forest Service, up to $3,000,000 may be 
advanced in a lump sum to the National For-
est Foundation to aid conservation partner-
ship projects in support of the Forest Service 
mission, without regard to when the Founda-
tion incurs expenses, for projects on or bene-
fitting National Forest System lands or re-
lated to Forest Service programs: Provided, 
That of the Federal funds made available to 
the Foundation, no more than $300,000 shall 
be available for administrative expenses: 
Provided further, That the Foundation shall 
obtain, by the end of the period of Federal fi-
nancial assistance, private contributions to 
match funds made available by the Forest 
Service on at least a one-for-one basis: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may 
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or a non- 
Federal recipient for a project at the same 
rate that the recipient has obtained the non- 
Federal matching funds. 

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of Public Law 
98–244, up to $3,000,000 of the funds available 
to the Forest Service may be advanced to 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in 
a lump sum to aid cost-share conservation 
projects, without regard to when expenses 
are incurred, on or benefitting National For-
est System lands or related to Forest Service 
programs: Provided, That such funds shall be 
matched on at least a one-for-one basis by 
the Foundation or its sub-recipients: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may 
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or non- 
Federal recipient for a project at the same 
rate that the recipient has obtained the non- 
Federal matching funds. 

Any amounts made available to the Forest 
Service in this fiscal year, including avail-
able collections, may be used by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service, to enter into 
Federal financial assistance grants and coop-

erative agreements to support forest or 
grassland collaboratives in the accomplish-
ment of activities benefitting both the pub-
lic and the National Forest System, Federal 
lands and adjacent non-Federal lands. Eligi-
ble activities are those that will improve or 
enhance Federal investments, resources, or 
lands, including for collaborative and col-
laboration-based activities, including but 
not limited to facilitation, planning, and im-
plementing projects, technical assistance, 
administrative functions, operational sup-
port, participant costs, and other capacity 
support needs, as identified by the Forest 
Service. Eligible recipients are Indian tribal 
entities (defined at 25 U.S.C. 5304(e)), state 
government, local governments, private and 
nonprofit entities, for-profit organizations, 
and educational institutions. The Secretary 
of Agriculture, acting through the Chief of 
the Forest Service, may enter into such co-
operative agreements notwithstanding chap-
ter 63 of title 31 when the Secretary deter-
mines that the public interest will be bene-
fited and that there exists a mutual interest 
other than monetary considerations. Trans-
actions subject to Title 2 of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations shall be publicly advertised 
and require competition when required by 
such Title 2. For those transactions not sub-
ject to Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, the agency may require public adver-
tising and competition when deemed appro-
priate. The term ‘‘forest and grassland 
collaboratives’’ means groups of individuals 
or entities with diverse interests partici-
pating in a cooperative process to share 
knowledge, ideas, and resources about the 
protection, restoration, or enhancement of 
natural and other resources on Federal and 
adjacent non-Federal lands, the improve-
ment or maintenance of public access to 
Federal lands, or the reduction of risk to 
such lands caused by natural disasters. 

The 19th unnumbered paragraph under the 
heading ‘‘Administrative Provisions, Forest 
Service’’ in title III of Public Law 109–54, as 
amended, shall be further amended by strik-
ing ‘‘For each fiscal year through 2009’’ and 
inserting ‘‘For this fiscal year and each fis-
cal year thereafter’’ and adding at the end 
the following new sentence: ‘‘Congress here-
by ratifies and approves payments by the 
Forest Service made in accordance with this 
paragraph to agency employees stationed in 
Puerto Rico after August 2, 2005.’’. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for interactions with and 
providing technical assistance to rural com-
munities and natural resource-based busi-
nesses for sustainable rural development 
purposes. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available for payments to counties 
within the Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area, pursuant to section 14(c)(1) and 
(2), and section 16(a)(2) of Public Law 99–663. 

Any funds appropriated to the Forest Serv-
ice may be used to meet the non-Federal 
share requirement in section 502(c) of the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3056(c)(2)). 

The Forest Service shall not assess funds 
for the purpose of performing fire, adminis-
trative, and other facilities maintenance and 
decommissioning. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, of any appropriations or funds available 
to the Forest Service, not to exceed $500,000 
may be used to reimburse the Office of the 
General Counsel (OGC), Department of Agri-
culture, for travel and related expenses in-
curred as a result of OGC assistance or par-
ticipation requested by the Forest Service at 
meetings, training sessions, management re-
views, land purchase negotiations, and simi-
lar matters unrelated to civil litigation: Pro-
vided, That future budget justifications for 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1173 March 5, 2024 
both the Forest Service and the Department 
of Agriculture should clearly display the 
sums previously transferred and the sums re-
quested for transfer. 

An eligible individual who is employed in 
any project funded under title V of the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056 et seq.) 
and administered by the Forest Service shall 
be considered to be a Federal employee for 
purposes of chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code. 

The Forest Service may employ or con-
tract with an individual who is enrolled in a 
training program at a longstanding Civilian 
Conservation Center (as defined in section 
147(d) of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3197(d))) at regular 
rates of pay for necessary hours of work on 
National Forest System lands. 

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service 
shall be available to pay, from a single ac-
count, the base salary and expenses of em-
ployees who carry out functions funded by 
other accounts for Enterprise Program, 
Geospatial Technology and Applications 
Center, remnant Natural Resource Manager, 
Job Corps, and National Technology and De-
velopment Program. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES 
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 

For expenses necessary to carry out the 
Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act, the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act, and titles II and III of the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to the In-
dian Health Service, $56,061,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, except as 
otherwise provided herein, which shall be in 
addition to funds previously appropriated 
under this heading that became available on 
October 1, 2023; in addition, $264,702,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, for 
the Electronic Health Record System and 
the Indian Healthcare Improvement Fund, of 
which $74,138,000 is for the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Fund and may be used, as 
needed, to carry out activities typically 
funded under the Indian Health Facilities ac-
count; and, in addition, $4,684,029,000, which 
shall become available on October 1, 2024, 
and remain available through September 30, 
2026, except as otherwise provided herein; to-
gether with payments received during the 
fiscal year pursuant to sections 231(b) and 233 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
238(b) and 238b), for services furnished by the 
Indian Health Service: Provided, That funds 
made available to tribes and tribal organiza-
tions through contracts, grant agreements, 
or any other agreements or compacts au-
thorized by the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25 
U.S.C. 450), shall be deemed to be obligated 
at the time of the grant or contract award 
and thereafter shall remain available to the 
tribe or tribal organization without fiscal 
year limitation: Provided further, That from 
the amounts that become available on Octo-
ber 1, 2024, $2,500,000 shall be available for 
grants or contracts with public or private in-
stitutions to provide alcohol or drug treat-
ment services to Indians, including alcohol 
detoxification services: Provided further, 
That from the amounts that become avail-
able on October 1, 2024, $996,755,000 shall re-
main available until expended for Purchased/ 
Referred Care: Provided further, That of the 
total amount specified in the preceding pro-
viso for Purchased/Referred Care, $54,000,000 
shall be for the Indian Catastrophic Health 
Emergency Fund: Provided further, That from 
the amounts that become available on Octo-
ber 1, 2024, up to $51,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for implementation 

of the loan repayment program under section 
108 of the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act: Provided further, That from the amounts 
that become available on October 1, 2024, 
$58,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for costs related to or re-
sulting from accreditation emergencies, in-
cluding supplementing activities funded 
under the heading ‘‘Indian Health Facili-
ties’’, of which up to $4,000,000 may be used 
to supplement amounts otherwise available 
for Purchased/Referred Care: Provided fur-
ther, That the amounts collected by the Fed-
eral Government as authorized by sections 
104 and 108 of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act (25 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a) 
during the preceding fiscal year for breach of 
contracts shall be deposited in the Fund au-
thorized by section 108A of that Act (25 
U.S.C. 1616a–1) and shall remain available 
until expended and, notwithstanding section 
108A(c) of that Act (25 U.S.C. 1616a–1(c)), 
funds shall be available to make new awards 
under the loan repayment and scholarship 
programs under sections 104 and 108 of that 
Act (25 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a): Provided fur-
ther, That the amounts made available with-
in this account for the Substance Abuse and 
Suicide Prevention Program, for Opioid Pre-
vention, Treatment and Recovery Services, 
for the Domestic Violence Prevention Pro-
gram, for the Zero Suicide Initiative, for the 
housing subsidy authority for civilian em-
ployees, for Aftercare Pilot Programs at 
Youth Regional Treatment Centers, for 
transformation and modernization costs of 
the Indian Health Service Electronic Health 
Record system, for national quality and 
oversight activities, to improve collections 
from public and private insurance at Indian 
Health Service and tribally operated facili-
ties, for an initiative to treat or reduce the 
transmission of HIV and HCV, for a maternal 
health initiative, for the Telebehaviorial 
Health Center of Excellence, for Alzheimer’s 
activities, for Village Built Clinics, for a 
produce prescription pilot, and for accredita-
tion emergencies shall be allocated at the 
discretion of the Director of the Indian 
Health Service and shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That funds 
provided in this Act may be used for annual 
contracts and grants that fall within 2 fiscal 
years, provided the total obligation is re-
corded in the year the funds are appro-
priated: Provided further, That the amounts 
collected by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services under the authority of title 
IV of the Indian Health Care Improvement 
Act (25 U.S.C. 1613) shall remain available 
until expended for the purpose of achieving 
compliance with the applicable conditions 
and requirements of titles XVIII and XIX of 
the Social Security Act, except for those re-
lated to the planning, design, or construc-
tion of new facilities: Provided further, That 
funding contained herein for scholarship pro-
grams under the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act (25 U.S.C. 1613) shall remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That amounts received by tribes and tribal 
organizations under title IV of the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act shall be re-
ported and accounted for and available to 
the receiving tribes and tribal organizations 
until expended: Provided further, That the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs may collect from 
the Indian Health Service, and from tribes 
and tribal organizations operating health fa-
cilities pursuant to Public Law 93–638, such 
individually identifiable health information 
relating to disabled children as may be nec-
essary for the purpose of carrying out its 
functions under the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.): 
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided that become available on October 1, 
2024, may be used for implementation of the 

Electronic Health Record System or the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Fund: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds appro-
priated by this Act, or any other Act, to the 
Indian Health Service for the Electronic 
Health Record system shall be available for 
obligation or expenditure for the selection or 
implementation of a new Information Tech-
nology infrastructure system, unless the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate are con-
sulted 90 days in advance of such obligation. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 
For payments to tribes and tribal organi-

zations for contract support costs associated 
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the 
Indian Health Service for fiscal year 2024, 
such sums as may be necessary: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no amounts made available under this 
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account: Provided further, That 
amounts obligated but not expended by a 
tribe or tribal organization for contract sup-
port costs for such agreements for the cur-
rent fiscal year shall be applied to contract 
support costs due for such agreements for 
subsequent fiscal years. 

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES 
For payments to tribes and tribal organi-

zations for leases pursuant to section 105(l) 
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5324(l)) for 
fiscal year 2024, such sums as may be nec-
essary, which shall be available for obliga-
tion through September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no amounts made available under this 
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account. 

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES 
For construction, repair, maintenance, 

demolition, improvement, and equipment of 
health and related auxiliary facilities, in-
cluding quarters for personnel; preparation 
of plans, specifications, and drawings; acqui-
sition of sites, purchase and erection of mod-
ular buildings, and purchases of trailers; and 
for provision of domestic and community 
sanitation facilities for Indians, as author-
ized by section 7 of the Act of August 5, 1954 
(42 U.S.C. 2004a), the Indian Self-Determina-
tion Act, and the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act, and for expenses necessary 
to carry out such Acts and titles II and III of 
the Public Health Service Act with respect 
to environmental health and facilities sup-
port activities of the Indian Health Service, 
$5,364,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be in addition to funds 
previously appropriated under this heading 
that became available on October 1, 2023; in 
addition, $306,329,000, to remain available 
until expended, for Sanitation Facilities 
Construction and Health Care Facilities Con-
struction; and, in addition, $506,854,000, 
which shall become available on October 1, 
2024, and remain available until expended: 
Provided, That notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, funds appropriated for the 
planning, design, construction, renovation, 
or expansion of health facilities for the ben-
efit of an Indian tribe or tribes may be used 
to purchase land on which such facilities will 
be located: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $500,000 may be used for fiscal year 2025 
by the Indian Health Service to purchase 
TRANSAM equipment from the Department 
of Defense for distribution to the Indian 
Health Service and tribal facilities: Provided 
further, That none of the funds provided that 
become available on October 1, 2024, may be 
used for Health Care Facilities Construction 
or for Sanitation Facilities Construction: 
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading for fiscal year 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1174 March 5, 2024 
2024 for Sanitation Facilities Construction, 
$17,023,000 shall be for projects specified for 
Sanitation Facilities Construction (CDS) in 
the table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment 
Incorporation of Community Project Fund-
ing Items/Congressionally Directed Spending 
Items’’ included for this division in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act): Provided further, That 
none of the funds appropriated to the Indian 
Health Service may be used for sanitation fa-
cilities construction for new homes funded 
with grants by the housing programs of the 
United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INDIAN HEALTH 

SERVICE 
Appropriations provided in this Act to the 

Indian Health Service shall be available for 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 at 
rates not to exceed the per diem rate equiva-
lent to the maximum rate payable for senior- 
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376; hire of 
passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; pur-
chase of medical equipment; purchase of re-
prints; purchase, renovation, and erection of 
modular buildings and renovation of existing 
facilities; payments for telephone service in 
private residences in the field, when author-
ized under regulations approved by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services; uni-
forms, or allowances therefor as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; and for expenses of at-
tendance at meetings that relate to the func-
tions or activities of the Indian Health Serv-
ice: Provided, That in accordance with the 
provisions of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act, non-Indian patients may be 
extended health care at all tribally adminis-
tered or Indian Health Service facilities, sub-
ject to charges, and the proceeds along with 
funds recovered under the Federal Medical 
Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651–2653) shall 
be credited to the account of the facility pro-
viding the service and shall be available 
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other law or 
regulation, funds transferred from the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
to the Indian Health Service shall be admin-
istered under Public Law 86–121, the Indian 
Sanitation Facilities Act and Public Law 93– 
638: Provided further, That funds appropriated 
to the Indian Health Service in this Act, ex-
cept those used for administrative and pro-
gram direction purposes, shall not be subject 
to limitations directed at curtailing Federal 
travel and transportation: Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available to the 
Indian Health Service in this Act shall be 
used for any assessments or charges by the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
unless such assessments or charges are iden-
tified in the budget justification and pro-
vided in this Act, or approved by the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
through the reprogramming process: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, funds previously or 
herein made available to a tribe or tribal or-
ganization through a contract, grant, or 
agreement authorized by title I or title V of 
the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 
et seq.), may be deobligated and reobligated 
to a self-determination contract under title 
I, or a self-governance agreement under title 
V of such Act and thereafter shall remain 
available to the tribe or tribal organization 
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available 
to the Indian Health Service in this Act shall 
be used to implement the final rule pub-
lished in the Federal Register on September 
16, 1987, by the Department of Health and 
Human Services, relating to the eligibility 

for the health care services of the Indian 
Health Service until the Indian Health Serv-
ice has submitted a budget request reflecting 
the increased costs associated with the pro-
posed final rule, and such request has been 
included in an appropriations Act and en-
acted into law: Provided further, That with 
respect to functions transferred by the In-
dian Health Service to tribes or tribal orga-
nizations, the Indian Health Service is au-
thorized to provide goods and services to 
those entities on a reimbursable basis, in-
cluding payments in advance with subse-
quent adjustment, and the reimbursements 
received therefrom, along with the funds re-
ceived from those entities pursuant to the 
Indian Self-Determination Act, may be cred-
ited to the same or subsequent appropriation 
account from which the funds were origi-
nally derived, with such amounts to remain 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That reimbursements for training, technical 
assistance, or services provided by the Indian 
Health Service will contain total costs, in-
cluding direct, administrative, and overhead 
costs associated with the provision of goods, 
services, or technical assistance: Provided 
further, That the Indian Health Service may 
provide to civilian medical personnel serving 
in hospitals operated by the Indian Health 
Service housing allowances equivalent to 
those that would be provided to members of 
the Commissioned Corps of the United States 
Public Health Service serving in similar po-
sitions at such hospitals: Provided further, 
That the appropriation structure for the In-
dian Health Service may not be altered with-
out advance notification to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH SCIENCES 

For necessary expenses for the National In-
stitute of Environmental Health Sciences in 
carrying out activities set forth in section 
311(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9660(a)) and section 126(g) of 
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986, $79,714,000. 

AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE 
REGISTRY 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

For necessary expenses for the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) in carrying out activities set forth 
in sections 104(i) and 111(c)(4) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA) and section 3019 of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act, $81,619,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, in lieu of performing a health assess-
ment under section 104(i)(6) of CERCLA, the 
Administrator of ATSDR may conduct other 
appropriate health studies, evaluations, or 
activities, including, without limitation, 
biomedical testing, clinical evaluations, 
medical monitoring, and referral to accred-
ited healthcare providers: Provided further, 
That in performing any such health assess-
ment or health study, evaluation, or activ-
ity, the Administrator of ATSDR shall not 
be bound by the deadlines in section 
104(i)(6)(A) of CERCLA: Provided further, 
That none of the funds appropriated under 
this heading shall be available for ATSDR to 
issue in excess of 40 toxicological profiles 
pursuant to section 104(i) of CERCLA during 
fiscal year 2024, and existing profiles may be 
updated as necessary. 

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

For necessary expenses to continue func-
tions assigned to the Council on Environ-
mental Quality and Office of Environmental 
Quality pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, the Environ-
mental Quality Improvement Act of 1970, and 
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1977, and not to 
exceed $750 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $4,629,000: Provided, 
That notwithstanding section 202 of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1970, the 
Council shall consist of one member, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, serving as 
chairman and exercising all powers, func-
tions, and duties of the Council. 

CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION 
BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses in carrying out ac-
tivities pursuant to section 112(r)(6) of the 
Clean Air Act, including hire of passenger 
vehicles, uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902, and for serv-
ices authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 but at rates 
for individuals not to exceed the per diem 
equivalent to the maximum rate payable for 
senior level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376, 
$14,400,000: Provided, That the Chemical Safe-
ty and Hazard Investigation Board (Board) 
shall have not more than three career Senior 
Executive Service positions: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the individual appointed to the position 
of Inspector General of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) shall, by virtue of 
such appointment, also hold the position of 
Inspector General of the Board: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Inspector General of the 
Board shall utilize personnel of the Office of 
Inspector General of EPA in performing the 
duties of the Inspector General of the Board, 
and shall not appoint any individuals to po-
sitions within the Board. 

OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI INDIAN 
RELOCATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Navajo and Hopi Indian Relocation as au-
thorized by Public Law 93–531, $5,024,000, to 
remain available until expended, which shall 
be derived from unobligated balances from 
prior year appropriations available under 
this heading: Provided, That funds provided 
in this or any other appropriations Act are 
to be used to relocate eligible individuals 
and groups including evictees from District 
6, Hopi-partitioned lands residents, those in 
significantly substandard housing, and all 
others certified as eligible and not included 
in the preceding categories: Provided further, 
That none of the funds contained in this or 
any other Act may be used by the Office of 
Navajo and Hopi Indian Relocation to evict 
any single Navajo or Navajo family who, as 
of November 30, 1985, was physically domi-
ciled on the lands partitioned to the Hopi 
Tribe unless a new or replacement home is 
provided for such household: Provided further, 
That no relocatee will be provided with more 
than one new or replacement home: Provided 
further, That the Office shall relocate any 
certified eligible relocatees who have se-
lected and received an approved homesite on 
the Navajo reservation or selected a replace-
ment residence off the Navajo reservation or 
on the land acquired pursuant to section 11 
of Public Law 93–531 (88 Stat. 1716). 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:15 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00080 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1175 March 5, 2024 
INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA 
NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT 

PAYMENT TO THE INSTITUTE 
For payment to the Institute of American 

Indian and Alaska Native Culture and Arts 
Development, as authorized by part A of 
title XV of Public Law 99–498 (20 U.S.C. 4411 
et seq.), $13,482,000, which shall become avail-
able on July 1, 2024, and shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Smithsonian 
Institution, as authorized by law, including 
research in the fields of art, science, and his-
tory; development, preservation, and docu-
mentation of the National Collections; pres-
entation of public exhibits and perform-
ances; collection, preparation, dissemina-
tion, and exchange of information and publi-
cations; conduct of education, training, and 
museum assistance programs; maintenance, 
alteration, operation, lease agreements of no 
more than 30 years, and protection of build-
ings, facilities, and approaches; not to exceed 
$100,000 for services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109; and purchase, rental, repair, and clean-
ing of uniforms for employees, $892,855,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2025, 
except as otherwise provided herein; of which 
not to exceed $28,000,000 for the instrumenta-
tion program, collections acquisition, exhi-
bition reinstallation, Smithsonian American 
Women’s History Museum, National Museum 
of the American Latino, and the repatriation 
of skeletal remains program shall remain 
available until expended; and including such 
funds as may be necessary to support Amer-
ican overseas research centers: Provided, 
That funds appropriated herein are available 
for advance payments to independent con-
tractors performing research services or par-
ticipating in official Smithsonian presen-
tations: Provided further, That the Smithso-
nian Institution may expend Federal appro-
priations designated in this Act for lease or 
rent payments, as rent payable to the Smith-
sonian Institution, and such rent payments 
may be deposited into the general trust 
funds of the Institution to be available as 
trust funds for expenses associated with the 
purchase of a portion of the building at 600 
Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, to 
the extent that federally supported activities 
will be housed there: Provided further, That 
the use of such amounts in the general trust 
funds of the Institution for such purpose 
shall not be construed as Federal debt serv-
ice for, a Federal guarantee of, a transfer of 
risk to, or an obligation of the Federal Gov-
ernment: Provided further, That no appro-
priated funds may be used directly to service 
debt which is incurred to finance the costs of 
acquiring a portion of the building at 600 
Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, or of 
planning, designing, and constructing im-
provements to such building: Provided fur-
ther, That any agreement entered into by the 
Smithsonian Institution for the sale of its 
ownership interest, or any portion thereof, 
in such building so acquired may not take ef-
fect until the expiration of a 30 day period 
which begins on the date on which the Sec-
retary of the Smithsonian submits to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and Senate, the Commit-
tees on House Administration and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives, and the Committee on 
Rules and Administration of the Senate a re-
port, as outlined in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 of the Further 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Pub-
lic Law 116–94; 133 Stat. 2536) on the intended 
sale. 

FACILITIES CAPITAL 
For necessary expenses of repair, revital-

ization, and alteration of facilities owned or 

occupied by the Smithsonian Institution, by 
contract or otherwise, as authorized by sec-
tion 2 of the Act of August 22, 1949 (63 Stat. 
623), and for construction, including nec-
essary personnel, $197,645,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which not to ex-
ceed $10,000 shall be for services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109. 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the upkeep and operations of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, the protection and 
care of the works of art therein, and admin-
istrative expenses incident thereto, as au-
thorized by the Act of March 24, 1937 (50 Stat. 
51), as amended by the public resolution of 
April 13, 1939 (Public Resolution 9, 76th Con-
gress), including services as authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109; payment in advance when au-
thorized by the treasurer of the Gallery for 
membership in library, museum, and art as-
sociations or societies whose publications or 
services are available to members only, or to 
members at a price lower than to the general 
public; purchase, repair, and cleaning of uni-
forms for guards, and uniforms, or allow-
ances therefor, for other employees as au-
thorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901–5902); purchase 
or rental of devices and services for pro-
tecting buildings and contents thereof, and 
maintenance, alteration, improvement, and 
repair of buildings, approaches, and grounds; 
and purchase of services for restoration and 
repair of works of art for the National Gal-
lery of Art by contracts made, without ad-
vertising, with individuals, firms, or organi-
zations at such rates or prices and under 
such terms and conditions as the Gallery 
may deem proper, $174,760,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, of which 
not to exceed $3,875,000 for the special exhi-
bition program shall remain available until 
expended. 

REPAIR, RESTORATION AND RENOVATION OF 
BUILDINGS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of repair, restora-
tion, and renovation of buildings, grounds 
and facilities owned or occupied by the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, by contract or other-
wise, for operating lease agreements of no 
more than 10 years, that address space needs 
created by the ongoing renovations in the 
Master Facilities Plan, as authorized, 
$34,480,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of this amount, 
$24,574,000 shall be available for design and 
construction of an off-site art storage facil-
ity in partnership with the Smithsonian In-
stitution and may be transferred to the 
Smithsonian Institution for such purposes: 
Provided further, That contracts awarded for 
environmental systems, protection systems, 
and exterior repair or renovation of build-
ings of the National Gallery of Art may be 
negotiated with selected contractors and 
awarded on the basis of contractor qualifica-
tions as well as price. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

For necessary expenses for the operation, 
maintenance, and security of the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in-
cluding rent of temporary office space in the 
District of Columbia during renovations of 
such Center, $32,293,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

CAPITAL REPAIR AND RESTORATION 

For necessary expenses for capital repair 
and restoration of the existing features of 
the building and site of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, $12,633,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 
SCHOLARS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For expenses necessary in carrying out the 

provisions of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 1356) including hire of 
passenger vehicles and services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $15,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 

HUMANITIES 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 
For necessary expenses to carry out the 

National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965, $207,000,000 shall be 
available to the National Endowment for the 
Arts for the support of projects and produc-
tions in the arts, including arts education 
and public outreach activities, through as-
sistance to organizations and individuals 
pursuant to section 5 of the Act, for program 
support, and for administering the functions 
of the Act, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965, $207,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, of which 
$192,000,000 shall be available for support of 
activities in the humanities, pursuant to sec-
tion 7(c) of the Act and for administering the 
functions of the Act; and $15,000,000 shall be 
available to carry out the matching grants 
program pursuant to section 10(a)(2) of the 
Act, including $13,000,000 for the purposes of 
section 7(h): Provided, That appropriations 
for carrying out section 10(a)(2) shall be 
available for obligation only in such 
amounts as may be equal to the total 
amounts of gifts, bequests, devises of money, 
and other property accepted by the chairman 
or by grantees of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities under the provisions of 
sections 11(a)(2)(B) and 11(a)(3)(B) during the 
current and preceding fiscal years for which 
equal amounts have not previously been ap-
propriated. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
None of the funds appropriated to the Na-

tional Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities may be used to process any grant 
or contract documents which do not include 
the text of 18 U.S.C. 1913: Provided, That none 
of the funds appropriated to the National 
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities 
may be used for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses: Provided further, That 
funds from nonappropriated sources may be 
used as necessary for official reception and 
representation expenses: Provided further, 
That the Chairperson of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts may approve grants of up 
to $10,000, if in the aggregate the amount of 
such grants does not exceed 5 percent of the 
sums appropriated for grantmaking purposes 
per year: Provided further, That such small 
grant actions are taken pursuant to the 
terms of an expressed and direct delegation 
of authority from the National Council on 
the Arts to the Chairperson. 

COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses of the Commission of Fine 
Arts under chapter 91 of title 40, United 
States Code, $3,661,000: Provided, That the 
Commission is authorized to charge fees to 
cover the full costs of its publications, and 
such fees shall be credited to this account as 
an offsetting collection, to remain available 
until expended without further appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Commission 
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is authorized to accept gifts, including ob-
jects, papers, artwork, drawings and arti-
facts, that pertain to the history and design 
of the Nation’s Capital or the history and ac-
tivities of the Commission of Fine Arts, for 
the purpose of artistic display, study, or edu-
cation: Provided further, That one-tenth of 
one percent of the funds provided under this 
heading may be used for official reception 
and representation expenses. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS 

For necessary expenses as authorized by 
Public Law 99–190 (20 U.S.C. 956a), $5,000,000: 
Provided, That the item relating to ‘‘Na-
tional Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs’’ in 
the Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1986, as en-
acted into law by section 101(d) of Public 
Law 99–190 (20 U.S.C. 956a), shall be applied 
in fiscal year 2024 in the second paragraph by 
inserting ‘‘, calendar year 2020 excluded’’ be-
fore the first period: Provided further, That in 
determining an eligible organization’s an-
nual income for calendar years 2021, 2022, and 
2023, funds or grants received by the eligible 
organization from any supplemental appro-
priations made available in 2020 and 2021 in 
connection with the public health emergency 
declared by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services on January 31, 2020 (includ-
ing renewals thereof) shall be counted as 
part of the eligible organization’s annual in-
come. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation (Public 
Law 89–665), $8,585,000. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National 
Capital Planning Commission under chapter 
87 of title 40, United States Code, including 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
$8,750,000: Provided, That one-quarter of 1 
percent of the funds provided under this 
heading may be used for official reception 
and representational expenses associated 
with hosting international visitors engaged 
in the planning and physical development of 
world capitals. 

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
For expenses of the Holocaust Memorial 

Museum, as authorized by Public Law 106–292 
(36 U.S.C. 2301–2310), $65,231,000, of which 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, for the Museum’s equipment 
replacement program; and of which $4,000,000 
for the Museum’s repair and rehabilitation 
program and $1,264,000 for the Museum’s out-
reach initiatives program shall remain avail-
able until expended. 

PRESIDIO TRUST 
The Presidio Trust is authorized to issue 

obligations to the Secretary of the Treasury 
pursuant to section 104(d)(3) of the Omnibus 
Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 
1996 (Public Law 104–333), in an amount not 
to exceed $90,000,000. 

UNITED STATES SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the United 

States Semiquincentennial Commission to 
plan and coordinate observances and activi-
ties associated with the 250th anniversary of 
the founding of the United States, as author-
ized by Public Law 116–282, the technical 
amendments to Public Law 114–196, 
$15,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF 
FUNDS) 

RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-

tained in this Act shall be available for any 
activity or the publication or distribution of 
literature that in any way tends to promote 
public support or opposition to any legisla-
tive proposal on which Congressional action 
is not complete other than to communicate 
to Members of Congress as described in 18 
U.S.C. 1913. 

OBLIGATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 402. No part of any appropriation con-

tained in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein. 

DISCLOSURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
SEC. 403. The amount and basis of esti-

mated overhead charges, deductions, re-
serves, or holdbacks, including working cap-
ital fund charges, from programs, projects, 
activities and subactivities to support gov-
ernment-wide, departmental, agency, or bu-
reau administrative functions or head-
quarters, regional, or central operations 
shall be presented in annual budget justifica-
tions and subject to approval by the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. Changes to 
such estimates shall be presented to the 
Committees on Appropriations for approval. 

MINING APPLICATIONS 
SEC. 404. (a) LIMITATION OF FUNDS.—None of 

the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available pursuant to this Act shall be obli-
gated or expended to accept or process appli-
cations for a patent for any mining or mill 
site claim located under the general mining 
laws. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply if the Secretary of the Interior deter-
mines that, for the claim concerned: (1) a 
patent application was filed with the Sec-
retary on or before September 30, 1994; and 
(2) all requirements established under sec-
tions 2325 and 2326 of the Revised Statutes (30 
U.S.C. 29 and 30) for vein or lode claims, sec-
tions 2329, 2330, 2331, and 2333 of the Revised 
Statutes (30 U.S.C. 35, 36, and 37) for placer 
claims, and section 2337 of the Revised Stat-
utes (30 U.S.C. 42) for mill site claims, as the 
case may be, were fully complied with by the 
applicant by that date. 

(c) REPORT.—On September 30, 2025, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall file with the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate 
a report on actions taken by the Department 
under the plan submitted pursuant to sec-
tion 314(c) of the Department of the Interior 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1997 (Public Law 104–208). 

(d) MINERAL EXAMINATIONS.—In order to 
process patent applications in a timely and 
responsible manner, upon the request of a 
patent applicant, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall allow the applicant to fund a quali-
fied third-party contractor to be selected by 
the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to conduct a mineral examination of 
the mining claims or mill sites contained in 
a patent application as set forth in sub-
section (b). The Bureau of Land Management 
shall have the sole responsibility to choose 
and pay the third-party contractor in ac-
cordance with the standard procedures em-
ployed by the Bureau of Land Management 
in the retention of third-party contractors. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, PRIOR YEAR 
LIMITATION 

SEC. 405. Sections 405 and 406 of division F 
of the Consolidated and Further Continuing 

Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 113–235) 
shall continue in effect in fiscal year 2024. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, FISCAL YEAR 2024 
LIMITATION 

SEC. 406. Amounts provided by this Act for 
fiscal year 2024 under the headings ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service, Contract Support Costs’’ and 
‘‘Department of the Interior, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and Bureau of Indian Education, 
Contract Support Costs’’ are the only 
amounts available for contract support costs 
arising out of self-determination or self-gov-
ernance contracts, grants, compacts, or an-
nual funding agreements for fiscal year 2024 
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of 
Indian Education, and the Indian Health 
Service: Provided, That such amounts pro-
vided by this Act are not available for pay-
ment of claims for contract support costs for 
prior years, or for repayments of payments 
for settlements or judgments awarding con-
tract support costs for prior years. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS 
SEC. 407. The Secretary of Agriculture 

shall not be considered to be in violation of 
section 6(f)(5)(A) of the Forest and Range-
land Renewable Resources Planning Act of 
1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604(f)(5)(A)) solely because 
more than 15 years have passed without revi-
sion of the plan for a unit of the National 
Forest System. Nothing in this section ex-
empts the Secretary from any other require-
ment of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Planning Act (16 U.S.C. 1600 
et seq.) or any other law: Provided, That if 
the Secretary is not acting expeditiously and 
in good faith, within the funding available, 
to revise a plan for a unit of the National 
Forest System, this section shall be void 
with respect to such plan and a court of 
proper jurisdiction may order completion of 
the plan on an accelerated basis. 

PROHIBITION WITHIN NATIONAL MONUMENTS 
SEC. 408. No funds provided in this Act may 

be expended to conduct preleasing, leasing 
and related activities under either the Min-
eral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) or the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1331 et seq.) within the boundaries of a Na-
tional Monument established pursuant to 
the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.) 
as such boundary existed on January 20, 2001, 
except where such activities are allowed 
under the Presidential proclamation estab-
lishing such monument. 

LIMITATION ON TAKINGS 
SEC. 409. Unless otherwise provided herein, 

no funds appropriated in this Act for the ac-
quisition of lands or interests in lands may 
be expended for the filing of declarations of 
taking or complaints in condemnation with-
out the approval of the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided, 
That this provision shall not apply to funds 
appropriated to implement the Everglades 
National Park Protection and Expansion Act 
of 1989, or to funds appropriated for Federal 
assistance to the State of Florida to acquire 
lands for Everglades restoration purposes. 

PROHIBITION ON NO-BID CONTRACTS 
SEC. 410. None of the funds appropriated or 

otherwise made available by this Act to ex-
ecutive branch agencies may be used to enter 
into any Federal contract unless such con-
tract is entered into in accordance with the 
requirements of Chapter 33 of title 41, United 
States Code, or Chapter 137 of title 10, United 
States Code, and the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation, unless— 

(1) Federal law specifically authorizes a 
contract to be entered into without regard 
for these requirements, including formula 
grants for States, or federally recognized In-
dian tribes; 
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(2) such contract is authorized by the In-

dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (Public Law 93–638, 25 U.S.C. 
5301 et seq.) or by any other Federal laws 
that specifically authorize a contract within 
an Indian tribe as defined in section 4(e) of 
that Act (25 U.S.C. 5304(e)); or 

(3) such contract was awarded prior to the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

POSTING OF REPORTS 
SEC. 411. (a) Any agency receiving funds 

made available in this Act, shall, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public 
website of that agency any report required 
to be submitted by the Congress in this or 
any other Act, upon the determination by 
the head of the agency that it shall serve the 
national interest. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if— 

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or 

(2) the report contains proprietary infor-
mation. 

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has 
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less 
than 45 days. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS GRANT 
GUIDELINES 

SEC. 412. Of the funds provided to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts— 

(1) The Chairperson shall only award a 
grant to an individual if such grant is award-
ed to such individual for a literature fellow-
ship, National Heritage Fellowship, or Amer-
ican Jazz Masters Fellowship. 

(2) The Chairperson shall establish proce-
dures to ensure that no funding provided 
through a grant, except a grant made to a 
State or local arts agency, or regional group, 
may be used to make a grant to any other 
organization or individual to conduct activ-
ity independent of the direct grant recipient. 
Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit 
payments made in exchange for goods and 
services. 

(3) No grant shall be used for seasonal sup-
port to a group, unless the application is spe-
cific to the contents of the season, including 
identified programs or projects. 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS PROGRAM 

PRIORITIES 
SEC. 413. (a) In providing services or award-

ing financial assistance under the National 
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities 
Act of 1965 from funds appropriated under 
this Act, the Chairperson of the National En-
dowment for the Arts shall ensure that pri-
ority is given to providing services or award-
ing financial assistance for projects, produc-
tions, workshops, or programs that serve un-
derserved populations. 

(b) In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘underserved population’’ 

means a population of individuals, including 
urban minorities, who have historically been 
outside the purview of arts and humanities 
programs due to factors such as a high inci-
dence of income below the poverty line or to 
geographic isolation. 

(2) The term ‘‘poverty line’’ means the pov-
erty line (as defined by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and revised annually in ac-
cordance with section 673(2) of the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 
9902(2))) applicable to a family of the size in-
volved. 

(c) In providing services and awarding fi-
nancial assistance under the National Foun-
dation on the Arts and Humanities Act of 
1965 with funds appropriated by this Act, the 
Chairperson of the National Endowment for 
the Arts shall ensure that priority is given 
to providing services or awarding financial 

assistance for projects, productions, work-
shops, or programs that will encourage pub-
lic knowledge, education, understanding, and 
appreciation of the arts. 

(d) With funds appropriated by this Act to 
carry out section 5 of the National Founda-
tion on the Arts and Humanities Act of 
1965— 

(1) the Chairperson shall establish a grant 
category for projects, productions, work-
shops, or programs that are of national im-
pact or availability or are able to tour sev-
eral States; 

(2) the Chairperson shall not make grants 
exceeding 15 percent, in the aggregate, of 
such funds to any single State, excluding 
grants made under the authority of para-
graph (1); 

(3) the Chairperson shall report to the Con-
gress annually and by State, on grants 
awarded by the Chairperson in each grant 
category under section 5 of such Act; and 

(4) the Chairperson shall encourage the use 
of grants to improve and support commu-
nity-based music performance and edu-
cation. 

STATUS OF BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 414. The Department of the Interior, 

the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Forest Service, and the Indian Health Serv-
ice shall provide the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and Senate quarterly reports on the status of 
balances of appropriations including all un-
committed, committed, and unobligated 
funds in each program and activity within 60 
days of enactment of this Act. 

EXTENSION OF GRAZING PERMITS 
SEC. 415. The terms and conditions of sec-

tion 325 of Public Law 108–108 (117 Stat. 1307), 
regarding grazing permits issued by the For-
est Service on any lands not subject to ad-
ministration under section 402 of the Federal 
Lands Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 
1752), shall remain in effect for fiscal year 
2024. 

FUNDING PROHIBITION 
SEC. 416. (a) None of the funds made avail-

able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network is designed to block access to por-
nography websites. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

HUMANE TRANSFER AND TREATMENT OF 
ANIMALS 

SEC. 417. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, with respect to land administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management, or the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, with respect to land 
administered by the Forest Service (referred 
to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’), may transfer excess wild horses 
and burros that have been removed from 
land administered by the Secretary con-
cerned to other Federal, State, and local 
government agencies for use as work ani-
mals. 

(b) The Secretary concerned may make a 
transfer under subsection (a) immediately on 
the request of a Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment agency. 

(c) An excess wild horse or burro trans-
ferred under subsection (a) shall lose status 
as a wild free-roaming horse or burro (as de-
fined in section 2 of Public Law 92–195 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Wild Free-Roaming 
Horses and Burros Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 1332)). 

(d) A Federal, State, or local government 
agency receiving an excess wild horse or 
burro pursuant to subsection (a) shall not— 

(1) destroy the horse or burro in a manner 
that results in the destruction of the horse 
or burro into a commercial product; 

(2) sell or otherwise transfer the horse or 
burro in a manner that results in the de-
struction of the horse or burro for processing 
into a commercial product; or 

(3) euthanize the horse or burro, except on 
the recommendation of a licensed veteri-
narian in a case of severe injury, illness, or 
advanced age. 

(e) Amounts appropriated by this Act shall 
not be available for— 

(1) the destruction of any healthy, 
unadopted, and wild horse or burro under the 
jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned (in-
cluding a contractor); or 

(2) the sale of a wild horse or burro that re-
sults in the destruction of the wild horse or 
burro for processing into a commercial prod-
uct. 

FOREST SERVICE FACILITY REALIGNMENT AND 
ENHANCEMENT AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION 

SEC. 418. Section 503(f) of Public Law 109–54 
(16 U.S.C. 580d note) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘September 30, 2024’’ for ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2019’’. 

USE OF AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL 

SEC. 419. (a)(1) None of the funds made 
available by a State water pollution control 
revolving fund as authorized by section 1452 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300j–12) shall be used for a project for the 
construction, alteration, maintenance, or re-
pair of a public water system or treatment 
works unless all of the iron and steel prod-
ucts used in the project are produced in the 
United States. 

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and 
steel’’ products means the following products 
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and 
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, 
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, 
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, 
and construction materials. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any 
case or category of cases in which the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Administrator’’) finds that— 

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest; 

(2) iron and steel products are not produced 
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities and of a satisfac-
tory quality; or 

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the 
cost of the overall project by more than 25 
percent. 

(c) If the Administrator receives a request 
for a waiver under this section, the Adminis-
trator shall make available to the public on 
an informal basis a copy of the request and 
information available to the Administrator 
concerning the request, and shall allow for 
informal public input on the request for at 
least 15 days prior to making a finding based 
on the request. The Administrator shall 
make the request and accompanying infor-
mation available by electronic means, in-
cluding on the official public Internet Web 
site of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. 

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements. 

(e) The Administrator may retain up to 
0.25 percent of the funds appropriated in this 
Act for the Clean and Drinking Water State 
Revolving Funds for carrying out the provi-
sions described in subsection (a)(1) for man-
agement and oversight of the requirements 
of this section. 
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LOCAL COOPERATOR TRAINING AGREEMENTS AND 

TRANSFERS OF EXCESS EQUIPMENT AND SUP-
PLIES FOR WILDFIRES 

SEC. 420. The Secretary of the Interior is 
authorized to enter into grants and coopera-
tive agreements with volunteer fire depart-
ments, rural fire departments, rangeland fire 
protection associations, and similar organi-
zations to provide for wildland fire training 
and equipment, including supplies and com-
munication devices. Notwithstanding section 
121(c) of title 40, United States Code, or sec-
tion 521 of title 40, United States Code, the 
Secretary is further authorized to transfer 
title to excess Department of the Interior 
firefighting equipment no longer needed to 
carry out the functions of the Department’s 
wildland fire management program to such 
organizations. 

RECREATION FEES 

SEC. 421. Section 810 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6809) 
shall be applied by substituting ‘‘October 1, 
2025’’ for ‘‘September 30, 2019’’. 

REPROGRAMMING GUIDELINES 

SEC. 422. None of the funds made available 
in this Act, in this and prior fiscal years, 
may be reprogrammed without the advance 
approval of the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations in accordance with 
the reprogramming procedures contained in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of 
this consolidated Act). 

LOCAL CONTRACTORS 

SEC. 423. Section 412 of division E of Public 
Law 112–74 shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘fiscal year 2024’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 2019’’. 

SHASTA-TRINITY MARINA FEE AUTHORITY 
AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION 

SEC. 424. Section 422 of division F of Public 
Law 110–161 (121 Stat 1844), as amended, shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2024’’ 
for ‘‘fiscal year 2019’’. 

INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION AUTHORIZATION 
EXTENSION 

SEC. 425. Section 426 of division G of Public 
Law 113–76 (16 U.S.C. 565a–1 note) shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2024’’ 
for ‘‘September 30, 2019’’. 

FOREST BOTANICAL PRODUCTS FEE COLLECTION 
AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION 

SEC. 426. Section 339 of the Department of 
the Interior and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2000 (as enacted into law by Public 
Law 106–113; 16 U.S.C. 528 note), as amended 
by section 335(6) of Public Law 108–108 and 
section 432 of Public Law 113–76, shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2024’’ for 
‘‘fiscal year 2019’’. 

CHACO CANYON 

SEC. 427. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to accept a nomina-
tion for oil and gas leasing under 43 CFR 
3120.3 et seq., or to offer for oil and gas leas-
ing, any Federal lands within the withdrawal 
area identified on the map of the Chaco Cul-
ture National Historical Park prepared by 
the Bureau of Land Management and dated 
April 2, 2019, prior to the completion of the 
cultural resources investigation identified in 
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 in the matter preceding division A of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 
(Public Law 116–260). 

TRIBAL LEASES 

SEC. 428. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, in the case of any lease 
under section 105(l) of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25 
U.S.C. 5324(l)), the initial lease term shall 
commence no earlier than the date of receipt 
of the lease proposal. 

(b) The Secretaries of the Interior and 
Health and Human Services shall, jointly or 
separately, during fiscal year 2024 consult 
with tribes and tribal organizations through 
public solicitation and other means regard-
ing the requirements for leases under section 
105(l) of the Indian Self-Determination and 
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5324(l)) 
on how to implement a consistent and trans-
parent process for the payment of such 
leases. 

FOREST ECOSYSTEM HEALTH AND RECOVERY 
FUND 

SEC. 429. The authority provided under the 
heading ‘‘Forest Ecosystem Health and Re-
covery Fund’’ in title I of Public Law 111–88, 
as amended by section 117 of division F of 
Public Law 113–235, shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘fiscal year 2024’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 
2020’’ each place it appears. 
ALLOCATION OF PROJECTS, NATIONAL PARKS 

AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND 
AND LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
SEC. 430. (a)(1) Within 45 days of enactment 

of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall allocate amounts made available from 
the National Parks and Public Land Legacy 
Restoration Fund for fiscal year 2024 pursu-
ant to subsection (c) of section 200402 of title 
54, United States Code, and as provided in 
subsection (e) of such section of such title, to 
the agencies of the Department of the Inte-
rior and the Department of Agriculture spec-
ified, in the amounts specified, for the sta-
tions and unit names specified, and for the 
projects and activities specified in the table 
titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds: National Parks 
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund 
Fiscal Year 2024’’ in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act). 

(2) Within 45 days of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, as appropriate, shall 
allocate amounts made available for expend-
iture from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund for fiscal year 2024 pursuant to sub-
section (a) of section 200303 of title 54, United 
States Code, to the agencies and accounts 
specified, in the amounts specified, and for 
the projects and activities specified in the 
table titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds: Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Fiscal Year 2024’’ 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of this consolidated Act). 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by sub-
section (c) of this section, neither the Presi-
dent nor his designee may allocate any 
amounts that are made available for any fis-
cal year under subsection (c) of section 200402 
of title 54, United States Code, or subsection 
(a) of section 200303 of title 54, United States 
Code, other than in amounts and for projects 
and activities that are allocated by sub-
sections (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section: Pro-
vided, That in any fiscal year, the matter 
preceding this proviso shall not apply to the 
allocation of amounts for continuing admin-
istration of programs allocated funds from 
the National Parks and Public Land Legacy 
Restoration Fund or the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, which may be allocated 
only in amounts that are no more than the 
allocation for such purposes in subsections 
(a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section. 

(c) The Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture may reallocate 
amounts from each agency’s ‘‘Contingency 
Fund’’ line in the table titled ‘‘Allocation of 
Funds: National Parks and Public Land Leg-
acy Restoration Fund Fiscal Year 2024’’ to 
any project funded by the National Parks 
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund 
within the same agency, from any fiscal 
year, that experienced a funding deficiency 

due to unforeseen cost overruns, in accord-
ance with the following requirements: 

(1) ‘‘Contingency Fund’’ amounts may only 
be reallocated if there is a risk to project 
completion resulting from unforeseen cost 
overruns; 

(2) ‘‘Contingency Fund’’ amounts may only 
be reallocated for cost of adjustments and 
changes within the original scope of effort 
for projects funded by the National Parks 
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund; 
and 

(3) The Secretary of the Interior or the 
Secretary of Agriculture must provide writ-
ten notification to the Committees on Ap-
propriations 30 days before taking any ac-
tions authorized by this subsection if the 
amount reallocated from the ‘‘Contingency 
Fund’’ line for a project is projected to be 10 
percent or greater than the following, as ap-
plicable: 

(A) The amount allocated to that project 
in the table titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds: Na-
tional Parks and Public Land Legacy Res-
toration Fund Fiscal Year 2024’’ in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act); or 

(B) The initial estimate in the most recent 
report submitted, prior to enactment of this 
Act, to the Committees on Appropriations 
pursuant to section 431(e) of division G of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117–328). 

(d)(1) Concurrent with the annual budget 
submission of the President for fiscal year 
2025, the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall each submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate 
project data sheets for the projects in the 
‘‘Submission of Annual List of Projects to 
Congress’’ required by section 200402(h) of 
title 54, United States Code: Provided, That 
the ‘‘Submission of Annual List of Projects 
to Congress’’ must include a ‘‘Contingency 
Fund’’ line for each agency within the allo-
cations defined in subsection (e) of section 
200402 of title 54, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That in the event amounts al-
located by this Act or any prior Act for the 
National Parks and Public Land Legacy Res-
toration Fund are no longer needed to com-
plete a specified project, such amounts may 
be reallocated in such submission to that 
agency’s ‘‘Contingency Fund’’ line: Provided 
further, That any proposals to change the 
scope of or terminate a previously approved 
project must be clearly identified in such 
submission. 

(2)(A) Concurrent with the annual budget 
submission of the President for fiscal year 
2025, the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall each submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate a 
list of supplementary allocations for Federal 
land acquisition and Forest Legacy Projects 
at the National Park Service, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the U.S. Forest Service 
that are in addition to the ‘‘Submission of 
Cost Estimates’’ required by section 
200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States Code, 
that are prioritized and detailed by account, 
program, and project, and that total no less 
than half the full amount allocated to each 
account for that land management Agency 
under the allocations submitted under sec-
tion 200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States 
Code: Provided, That in the event amounts 
allocated by this Act or any prior Act pursu-
ant to subsection (a) of section 200303 of title 
54, United States Code are no longer needed 
because a project has been completed or can 
no longer be executed, such amounts must be 
clearly identified if proposed for reallocation 
in the annual budget submission. 
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(B) The Federal land acquisition and For-

est Legacy projects in the ‘‘Submission of 
Cost Estimates’’ required by section 
200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States Code, 
and on the list of supplementary allocations 
required by subparagraph (A) shall be com-
prised only of projects for which a willing 
seller has been identified and for which an 
appraisal or market research has been initi-
ated. 

(C) Concurrent with the annual budget sub-
mission of the President for fiscal year 2025, 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall each submit to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate 
project data sheets in the same format and 
containing the same level of detailed infor-
mation that is found on such sheets in the 
Budget Justifications annually submitted by 
the Department of the Interior with the 
President’s Budget for the projects in the 
‘‘Submission of Cost Estimates’’ required by 
section 200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States 
Code, and in the same format and containing 
the same level of detailed information that 
is found on such sheets submitted to the 
Committees pursuant to section 427 of divi-
sion D of the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116–94) for the 
list of supplementary allocations required by 
subparagraph (A). 

(e) The Department of the Interior and the 
Department of Agriculture shall provide the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and Senate quarterly re-
ports on the status of balances of projects 
and activities funded by the National Parks 
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund 
for amounts allocated pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1) of this section and the status of 
balances of projects and activities funded by 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund for 
amounts allocated pursuant to subsection 
(a)(2) of this section, including all uncom-
mitted, committed, and unobligated funds, 
and, for amounts allocated pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1) of this section, National Parks 
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund 
amounts reallocated pursuant to subsection 
(c) of this section. 

POLICIES RELATING TO BIOMASS ENERGY 
SEC. 431. To support the key role that for-

ests in the United States can play in address-
ing the energy needs of the United States, 
the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency shall, 
consistent with their missions, jointly— 

(1) ensure that Federal policy relating to 
forest bioenergy— 

(A) is consistent across all Federal depart-
ments and agencies; and 

(B) recognizes the full benefits of the use of 
forest biomass for energy, conservation, and 
responsible forest management; and 

(2) establish clear and simple policies for 
the use of forest biomass as an energy solu-
tion, including policies that— 

(A) reflect the carbon neutrality of forest 
bioenergy and recognize biomass as a renew-
able energy source, provided the use of forest 
biomass for energy production does not 
cause conversion of forests to non-forest use; 

(B) encourage private investment through-
out the forest biomass supply chain, includ-
ing in— 

(i) working forests; 
(ii) harvesting operations; 
(iii) forest improvement operations; 
(iv) forest bioenergy production; 
(v) wood products manufacturing; or 
(vi) paper manufacturing; 
(C) encourage forest management to im-

prove forest health; and 
(D) recognize State initiatives to produce 

and use forest biomass. 

SMALL REMOTE INCINERATORS 
SEC. 432. None of the funds made available 

in this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the regulation issued on March 21, 2011 
at 40 CFR part 60 subparts CCCC and DDDD 
with respect to units in the State of Alaska 
that are defined as ‘‘small, remote inciner-
ator’’ units in those regulations and, until a 
subsequent regulation is issued, the Admin-
istrator shall implement the law and regula-
tions in effect prior to such date. 

TIMBER SALE REQUIREMENTS 
SEC. 433. No timber sale in Alaska’s Region 

10 shall be advertised if the indicated rate is 
deficit (defined as the value of the timber is 
not sufficient to cover all logging and stump-
age costs and provide a normal profit and 
risk allowance under the Forest Service’s ap-
praisal process) when appraised using a re-
sidual value appraisal. The western red cedar 
timber from those sales which is surplus to 
the needs of the domestic processors in Alas-
ka, shall be made available to domestic proc-
essors in the contiguous 48 United States at 
prevailing domestic prices. All additional 
western red cedar volume not sold to Alaska 
or contiguous 48 United States domestic 
processors may be exported to foreign mar-
kets at the election of the timber sale hold-
er. All Alaska yellow cedar may be sold at 
prevailing export prices at the election of 
the timber sale holder. 
TRANSFER AUTHORITY TO FEDERAL HIGHWAY 

ADMINISTRATION FOR THE NATIONAL PARKS 
AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND 
SEC. 434. Funds made available or allocated 

in this Act to the Department of the Interior 
or the Department of Agriculture that are 
subject to the allocations and limitations in 
54 U.S.C. 200402(e) and prohibitions in 54 
U.S.C. 200402(f) may be further allocated or 
reallocated to the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration for transportation projects of the 
covered agencies defined in 54 U.S.C. 
200401(2). 

PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS 
SEC. 435. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, none of the funds made available 
in this Act or any other Act may be used to 
promulgate or implement any regulation re-
quiring the issuance of permits under title V 
of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7661 et seq.) 
for carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, water 
vapor, or methane emissions resulting from 
biological processes associated with live-
stock production. 

GREENHOUSE GAS REPORTING RESTRICTIONS 
SEC. 436. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, none of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement any provision in a rule, if that pro-
vision requires mandatory reporting of 
greenhouse gas emissions from manure man-
agement systems. 

FUNDING PROHIBITION 
SEC. 437. None of the funds made available 

by this or any other Act may be used to reg-
ulate the lead content of ammunition, am-
munition components, or fishing tackle 
under the Toxic Substances Control Act (15 
U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) or any other law. 

FIREFIGHTER PAY CAP 
SEC. 438. Section 1701 of division B of the 

Extending Government Funding and Deliv-
ering Emergency Assistance Act (5 U.S.C. 
5547 note), as amended by Public Law 117–103, 
is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking the last 
sentence and inserting ‘‘Any Services during 
a given calendar year that generate pay-
ments payable in the subsequent calendar 
year shall be disregarded in applying this 
subsection’’; and 

(2) in subsections (a), (b), and (c) by insert-
ing ‘‘or 2024’’ after ‘‘or 2023’’ each place it ap-
pears. 

TECHNICAL CORRECTION 
SEC. 439. In the table entitled ‘‘Interior and 

Environment Incorporation of Community 
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’’ in the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 in the mat-
ter preceding division A of Public Law 117– 
328 and in the table under the heading ‘‘Dis-
closure of Earmarks and Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’’ in such explanatory 
statement, the project relating to ‘‘Historic 
Campbell Chapel Restoration Committee for 
the Restoration of Historic Campbell Chap-
el’’ is deemed to be amended by striking 
‘‘Historic Preservation Fund—Save Amer-
ica’s Treasures Grants’’ and inserting ‘‘His-
toric Preservation Fund—Historic Preserva-
tion Fund Grants’’. 

ALASKA NATIVE REGIONAL HEALTH ENTITIES 
AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION 

SEC. 440. Section 424(a) of title IV of divi-
sion G of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2014 (Public Law 113–76) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘‘October 1, 2024’’ for ‘‘De-
cember 24, 2022’’. 

LAVA RIDGE WIND PROJECT 
SEC. 441. (a) None of the funds made avail-

able by this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended for the purpose of granting, issuing, 
or renewing a right-of-way under section 501 
of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) for the Lava Ridge 
Wind Project, unless or until the Secretary 
of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of 
Land Management, has analyzed, in con-
sultation with local elected officials and 
stakeholders, action alternatives designed to 
reduce impacts to wildlife, cultural re-
sources, transportation, hunting, wetlands 
and the connected surface and ground 
waters. The Secretary shall complete such 
consultations, and seek feedback regarding 
action alternatives, not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and no funds made available 
in this Act shall be used for granting, 
issuing, or renewing a right-of-way under 
section 501 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) for 
the Lava Ridge Wind Project while such con-
sultations and efforts are ongoing. 

(b) Prior to granting, issuing, or renewing 
a right-of-way under section 501 of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) for the Lava Ridge Wind 
Project, the Secretary shall periodically re-
port to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations on the status of consulta-
tions required under subsection (a) and, once 
such consultations are complete, provide a 
briefing to the Committees on the action al-
ternatives and the feedback of local elected 
officials and stakeholders. 

LIMITATION 
SEC. 442. If requested by the claimant of 

any mining claim located within the area 
covered by Public Land Order 7921, the Bu-
reau of Land Management shall prioritize 
completion of a validity determination for 
such claim. The Bureau of Land Management 
shall strive to complete any such validity de-
termination not later than 3 years of receipt 
of the request. 

GOOD NEIGHBOR AUTHORITY 
SEC. 443. Section 8206 of the Agriculture 

Act of 2014 (16 U.S.C. 2113a), as amended by 
section 8624 of the Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–334) and the Con-
solidated Appropriation Act, 2023 (Public 
Law 117–328), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(3)(A), by adding before 
the period: ‘‘; or’’ 

‘‘(iii) National Park System land; or 
‘‘(iv) National Wildlife Refuge Land’’; 
(2) in subsection (a)(4)(B)(i), by striking 

‘‘or’’ after ‘‘National Forest System’’ and in-
serting ‘‘,’’; 
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(3) in subsection (a)(4)(B)(i), by inserting ‘‘, 

National Park Service, or National Wildlife 
Refuge’’ after ‘‘Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’’; 

(4) in subsection (b)(2)(C)(ii), by striking 
‘‘2023’’ and inserting ‘‘2024’’; 

(5) in subsection (b)(4) by striking ‘‘land 
or’’ and inserting ‘‘,’’; and 

(6) in subsection (b)(4) by inserting ‘‘, Na-
tional Park System, or U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service’’ after ‘‘Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’’. 
FOREST SERVICE NONRECURRING EXPENSE FUND 

SEC. 444. There is hereby established in the 
Treasury of the United States a fund to be 
known as the ‘‘Forest Service Nonrecurring 
Expenses Fund’’ (the Fund): Provided, That 
unobligated balances of expired discre-
tionary funds, and discretionary no-year 
funds at least four years old and deemed by 
the Chief of the Forest Service no longer 
needed for their intended purpose, appro-
priated for this or any succeeding fiscal year 
from the general fund of the Treasury to the 
Forest Service by this or any other Act may 
be transferred into the Fund: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts deposited in the Fund 
shall be available until expended, and in ad-
dition to such other funds as may be avail-
able, for information technology; adminis-
trative expenses such as, but not limited to, 
utility and lease payments; facilities infra-
structure maintenance, improvements, and 
construction; and roads infrastructure main-
tenance, subject to approval by the Office of 
Management and Budget: Provided further, 
That amounts in the Fund may not be obli-
gated without written notification to and 
the prior approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate in conformance with the re-
programming guidelines described in this 
Act. 

WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
SEC. 445. In addition to the authority pro-

vided by section 6(g) of the World War I Cen-
tennial Commission Act, as authorized by 
the World War I Centennial Commission Act 
(Public Law 112–272) and the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Pub-
lic Law 113–291), the World War I Commission 
may accept money, in-kind personnel serv-
ices, contractual support, or any appropriate 
support from any executive branch agency 
for activities of the Commission. 

RESCISSION 
SEC. 446. Of the unobligated balances from 

discretionary amounts made available for 
fiscal year 2020 or prior fiscal years and de-
rived from the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, the following are hereby permanently 
rescinded— 

(1) $89,000,000 from National Park Service 
grant programs with unobligated carryover 
balances; and 

(2) $5,000,000 from the Bureau of Land Man-
agement: 
Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded 
from amounts that were designated by the 
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

RESCISSION 
SEC. 447. Of the unobligated balances from 

amounts made available by section 11001 of 
Public Law 117–2, $350,000,000 are hereby per-
manently rescinded. 

RESCISSION 
SEC. 448. Of the unobligated balances from 

amounts made available for fiscal year 2023 
or prior fiscal years under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Health and Human Services—In-
dian Health Service—Indian Health Serv-

ices’’ for costs related to or resulting from 
accreditation emergencies, $90,000,000 are 
hereby rescinded: Provided, That no amounts 
may be rescinded from amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the Budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Interior, Environment, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 
DIVISION F—TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING 

AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary, $191,295,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That of 
the sums appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $3,770,000 shall be available for the im-
mediate Office of the Secretary; 

(2) $1,370,000 shall be available for the im-
mediate Office of the Deputy Secretary; 

(3) $32,272,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the General Counsel; 

(4) $20,064,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Under Secretary of Transpor-
tation for Policy, of which $2,000,000 is for 
the Office for Multimodal Freight Infrastruc-
ture and Policy: Provided, That the Sec-
retary must obtain reprogramming approval 
from the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations under section 405 of this Act 
prior to executing the authorities of section 
118(g)(2)–(3) of title 49, United States Code; 

(5) $22,724,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Budget 
and Programs; 

(6) $7,138,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Govern-
mental Affairs; 

(7) $43,284,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration; 

(8) $6,244,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Public Affairs and Public Engage-
ment; 

(9) $2,515,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Executive Secretariat; 

(10) $16,506,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Intelligence, Security, and Emergency 
Response; 

(11) $33,879,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Information Officer; and 

(12) $1,529,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Tribal Government Affairs: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Transportation (referred to in this title as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized to transfer 
funds appropriated for any office of the Of-
fice of the Secretary to any other office of 
the Office of the Secretary: Provided further, 
That no appropriation for any office shall be 
increased or decreased by more than 7 per-
cent by all such transfers: Provided further, 
That notice of any change in funding greater 
than 7 percent shall be submitted for ap-
proval to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations: Provided further, That not 
to exceed $70,000 shall be for allocation with-
in the Department for official reception and 
representation expenses as the Secretary 
may determine: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, 
there may be credited to this appropriation 
up to $2,500,000 in funds received in user fees. 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 
For necessary expenses related to the Of-

fice of the Assistant Secretary for Research 
and Technology, $49,040,000, of which 
$22,500,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amounts that 

are available until expended, $10,000,000 shall 
be for necessary expenses of the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency—Infrastructure 
(ARPA–I) as authorized by section 119 of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That within the funds made available under 
the preceding proviso, not less than $8,000,000 
shall be available for research on durability, 
resiliency, and sustainability of bridges and 
other infrastructure and shall be directed to 
an accredited university of higher education 
in the northeast United States that has ex-
perience leading a regional university trans-
portation center and a proven record of de-
veloping, patenting, deploying, and commer-
cializing innovative composite materials and 
technologies for bridge and other transpor-
tation applications, as well as conducting re-
search and developing prototypes using very 
large-scale polymer-based additive manufac-
turing: Provided further, That there may be 
credited to this appropriation, to be avail-
able until expended, funds received from 
States, counties, municipalities, other public 
authorities, and private sources for expenses 
incurred for training: Provided further, That 
any reference in law, regulation, judicial 
proceedings, or elsewhere to the Research 
and Innovative Technology Administration 
shall continue to be deemed to be a reference 
to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Research and Technology of the Department 
of Transportation. 

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out a local 
and regional project assistance grant pro-
gram under section 6702 of title 49, United 
States Code, $345,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That section 
6702(f)(2) of title 49, United States Code, shall 
not apply to amounts made available under 
this heading in this Act: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading in this Act, not less than 5 per-
cent shall be awarded to projects in histori-
cally disadvantaged communities or areas of 
persistent poverty as defined under section 
6702(a)(1) of title 49, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That grants awarded under this 
heading in this Act for eligible projects for 
planning, preparation, or design shall not be 
subject to a minimum grant size: Provided 
further, That in distributing amounts made 
available under this heading in this Act, the 
Secretary shall take such measures so as to 
ensure an equitable geographic distribution 
of funds, an appropriate balance in address-
ing the needs of urban and rural areas, in-
cluding Tribal areas, and the investment in a 
variety of transportation modes: Provided 
further, That for amounts made available 
under this heading in this Act, the Secretary 
shall give priority to projects that require a 
contribution of Federal funds in order to 
complete an overall financing package: Pro-
vided further, That section 6702(f)(1) of title 
49, United States Code, shall not apply to 
amounts made available under this heading 
in this Act: Provided further, That of the 
amounts awarded under this heading in this 
Act, not more than 50 percent shall be allo-
cated for eligible projects located in rural 
areas and not more than 50 percent shall be 
allocated for eligible projects located in ur-
banized areas: Provided further, That for the 
purpose of determining if an award for plan-
ning, preparation, or design under this head-
ing in this Act is an urban award, the project 
location is the location of the project being 
planned, prepared, or designed: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may retain up to 2 
percent of the amounts made available under 
this heading in this Act, and may transfer 
portions of such amounts to the Administra-
tors of the Federal Aviation Administration, 
the Federal Highway Administration, the 
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Federal Transit Administration, the Federal 
Railroad Administration and the Maritime 
Administration to fund the award and over-
sight of grants and credit assistance made 
under the program authorized under section 
6702 of title 49, United States Code: Provided 
further, That for amounts made available 
under this heading in this Act, the Secretary 
shall consider and award projects based sole-
ly on the selection criteria as identified 
under section 6702(d)(3) and (d)(4) of title 49, 
United States Code. 

NATIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION AND 
INNOVATIVE FINANCE BUREAU 

For necessary expenses of the National 
Surface Transportation and Innovative Fi-
nance Bureau as authorized by 49 U.S.C. 116, 
$9,558,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the Secretary may 
collect and spend fees, as authorized by title 
23, United States Code, to cover the costs of 
services of expert firms, including counsel, 
in the field of municipal and project finance 
to assist in the underwriting and servicing of 
Federal credit instruments and all or a por-
tion of the costs to the Federal Government 
of servicing such credit instruments: Pro-
vided further, That such fees are available 
until expended to pay for such costs: Pro-
vided further, That such amounts are in addi-
tion to other amounts made available for 
such purposes and are not subject to any ob-
ligation limitation or the limitation on ad-
ministrative expenses under section 608 of 
title 23, United States Code. 

RURAL AND TRIBAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
ADVANCEMENT 

For necessary expenses to carry out rural 
and Tribal infrastructure advancement as 
authorized in section 21205 of Public Law 117– 
58, $25,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026: Provided, That the Secretary 
may enter into cooperative agreements with 
philanthropic entities, non-profit organiza-
tions, other Federal agencies, State or local 
governments and their agencies, Indian 
Tribes, or other technical assistance pro-
viders, to provide such technical assistance, 
planning, and capacity building to State, 
local, or Tribal governments, United States 
territories, metropolitan planning organiza-
tions, transit agencies, or other political 
subdivisions of State or local governments. 

RAILROAD REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT 
FINANCING PROGRAM 

The Secretary is authorized to issue direct 
loans and loan guarantees pursuant to chap-
ter 224 of title 49, United States Code, and 
such authority shall exist as long as any 
such direct loan or loan guarantee is out-
standing. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CAPITAL 

For necessary expenses for upgrading and 
enhancing the Department of Transpor-
tation’s financial systems and re-engineering 
business processes, $5,000,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2025. 

CYBER SECURITY INITIATIVES 

For necessary expenses for cyber security 
initiatives, including necessary upgrades to 
network and information technology infra-
structure, improvement of identity manage-
ment and authentication capabilities, secur-
ing and protecting data, implementation of 
Federal cyber security initiatives, and im-
plementation of enhanced security controls 
on agency computers and mobile devices, 
$49,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Civil Rights, $18,228,000. 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, RESEARCH, AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for conducting 

transportation planning, research, systems 
development, development activities, and 
making grants, $24,369,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That of such 
amount, $5,436,000 shall be for necessary ex-
penses of the Interagency Infrastructure Per-
mitting Improvement Center (IIPIC): Pro-
vided further, That there may be transferred 
to this appropriation, to remain available 
until expended, amounts transferred from 
other Federal agencies for expenses incurred 
under this heading for IIPIC activities not 
related to transportation infrastructure: Pro-
vided further, That the tools and analysis de-
veloped by the IIPIC shall be available to 
other Federal agencies for the permitting 
and review of major infrastructure projects 
not related to transportation only to the ex-
tent that other Federal agencies provide 
funding to the Department in accordance 
with the preceding proviso: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading, $3,443,000 shall be made avail-
able for the purposes, and in amounts, speci-
fied for Congressionally Directed Spending 
in the table entitled ‘‘Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ 
included in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act). 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses for operating costs 
and capital outlays of the Working Capital 
Fund, not to exceed $522,165,000, shall be paid 
from appropriations made available to the 
Department of Transportation: Provided, 
That such services shall be provided on a 
competitive basis to entities within the De-
partment of Transportation: Provided further, 
That the limitation in the preceding proviso 
on operating expenses shall not apply to en-
tities external to the Department of Trans-
portation or for funds provided in Public 
Law 117–58: Provided further, That no funds 
made available by this Act to an agency of 
the Department shall be transferred to the 
Working Capital Fund without majority ap-
proval of the Working Capital Fund Steering 
Committee and approval of the Secretary: 
Provided further, That no assessments may be 
levied against any program, budget activity, 
subactivity, or project funded by this Act 
unless notice of such assessments and the 
basis therefor are presented to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations and 
are approved by such Committees. 

SMALL AND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS 
UTILIZATION AND OUTREACH 

For necessary expenses for small and dis-
advantaged business utilization and outreach 
activities, $5,330,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 332 of title 49, United 
States Code, such amounts may be used for 
business opportunities related to any mode 
of transportation: Provided further, That ap-
propriations made available under this head-
ing shall be available for any purpose con-
sistent with prior year appropriations that 
were made available under the heading ‘‘Of-
fice of the Secretary—Minority Business Re-
source Center Program’’. 

PAYMENTS TO AIR CARRIERS 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

In addition to funds made available from 
any other source to carry out the essential 
air service program under sections 41731 
through 41742 of title 49, United States Code, 
$348,554,000, to be derived from the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund, to remain available 

until expended: Provided, That in deter-
mining between or among carriers com-
peting to provide service to a community, 
the Secretary may consider the relative sub-
sidy requirements of the carriers: Provided 
further, That basic essential air service min-
imum requirements shall not include the 15- 
passenger capacity requirement under sec-
tion 41732(b)(3) of title 49, United States 
Code: Provided further, That amounts author-
ized to be distributed for the essential air 
service program under section 41742(b) of 
title 49, United States Code, shall be made 
available immediately from amounts other-
wise provided to the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration: Provided 
further, That the Administrator may reim-
burse such amounts from fees credited to the 
account established under section 45303 of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding section 41733 of title 
49, United States Code, for fiscal year 2024, 
the requirements established under subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) of section 41731(a)(1) of 
title 49, United States Code, and the subsidy 
cap established by section 332 of the Depart-
ment of Transportation and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2000, shall not apply 
to maintain eligibility under section 41731 of 
title 49, United States Code. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available 
by this Act to the Department of Transpor-
tation may be obligated for the Office of the 
Secretary of Transportation to approve as-
sessments or reimbursable agreements per-
taining to funds appropriated to the oper-
ating administrations in this Act, except for 
activities underway on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, unless such assessments or 
agreements have completed the normal re-
programming process for congressional noti-
fication. 

SEC. 102. The Secretary shall post on the 
web site of the Department of Transpor-
tation a schedule of all meetings of the 
Council on Credit and Finance, including the 
agenda for each meeting, and require the 
Council on Credit and Finance to record the 
decisions and actions of each meeting. 

SEC. 103. In addition to authority provided 
by section 327 of title 49, United States Code, 
the Department’s Working Capital Fund is 
authorized to provide partial or full pay-
ments in advance and accept subsequent re-
imbursements from all Federal agencies 
from available funds for transit benefit dis-
tribution services that are necessary to 
carry out the Federal transit pass transpor-
tation fringe benefit program under Execu-
tive Order No. 13150 and section 3049 of 
SAFETEA–LU (5 U.S.C. 7905 note): Provided, 
That the Department shall maintain a rea-
sonable operating reserve in the Working 
Capital Fund, to be expended in advance to 
provide uninterrupted transit benefits to 
Government employees: Provided further, 
That such reserve shall not exceed 1 month 
of benefits payable and may be used only for 
the purpose of providing for the continuation 
of transit benefits: Provided further, That the 
Working Capital Fund shall be fully reim-
bursed by each customer agency from avail-
able funds for the actual cost of the transit 
benefit. 

SEC. 104. Receipts collected in the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund, as authorized 
by section 327 of title 49, United States Code, 
for unused transit and van pool benefits, in 
an amount not to exceed 10 percent of fiscal 
year 2024 collections, shall be available until 
expended in the Department’s Working Cap-
ital Fund to provide contractual services in 
support of section 189 of this Act: Provided, 
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That obligations in fiscal year 2024 of such 
collections shall not exceed $1,000,000. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds in this title 
may be obligated or expended for retention 
or senior executive bonuses for an employee 
of the Department of Transportation with-
out the prior written approval of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration. 

SEC. 106. In addition to authority provided 
by section 327 of title 49, United States Code, 
the Department’s Administrative Working 
Capital Fund is hereby authorized to trans-
fer information technology equipment, soft-
ware, and systems from departmental 
sources or other entities and collect and 
maintain a reserve at rates which will return 
full cost of transferred assets. 

SEC. 107. None of the funds provided in this 
Act to the Department of Transportation 
may be used to provide credit assistance un-
less not less than 3 days before any applica-
tion approval to provide credit assistance 
under sections 603 and 604 of title 23, United 
States Code, the Secretary provides notifica-
tion in writing to the following committees: 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations; the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works and the Committee on 
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate; and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives: Provided, That such notifi-
cation shall include, but not be limited to, 
the name of the project sponsor; a descrip-
tion of the project; whether credit assistance 
will be provided as a direct loan, loan guar-
antee, or line of credit; and the amount of 
credit assistance. 

SEC. 108. Of the unobligated balances from 
amounts made available for ‘‘Railroad Reha-
bilitation and Improvement Financing Pro-
gram’’ in section 109 of division L of Public 
Law 117–103, $8,948,237.30 is hereby perma-
nently rescinded. 

SEC. 109. The Secretary of Transportation 
may transfer amounts awarded to a federally 
recognized Tribe under a funding agreement 
entered into under part 29 of title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations, from the Department of 
Transportation’s Operating Administrations 
to the Office of Tribal Government Affairs: 
Provided, That any amounts retroceded or re-
assumed under such part may be transferred 
back to the appropriate Operating Adminis-
tration. 

SEC. 109A. (a) Amounts made available to 
the Secretary of Transportation or the De-
partment of Transportation’s operating ad-
ministrations in this Act for the costs of 
award, administration, or oversight of finan-
cial assistance under the programs identified 
in subsection (c) may be transferred to the 
account identified in section 801 of division J 
of Public Law 117–58, to remain available 
until expended, for the necessary expenses of 
award, administration, or oversight of any 
financial assistance programs in the Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

(b) Amounts transferred under the author-
ity in this section are available in addition 
to amounts otherwise available for such pur-
pose. 

(c) The program from which funds made 
available under this Act may be transferred 
under subsection (a) are— 

(1) the local and regional project assist-
ance program under section 6702 of title 49, 
United States Code; and 

(2) the university transportation centers 
program under section 5505 of title 49, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 109B. Of the amounts made available 
under the heading ‘‘National Infrastructure 
Investments’’, up to $35,000,000 shall be avail-
able— 

(1) First, to fully fund the projects at the 
amounts for which they applied under sec-
tion 109B of the Consolidated Appropriations 

Act, 2023 (division L of Public Law 117–328) 
and were not fully funded; and 

(2) Second, to fund highway infrastructure 
projects for which the initial grant agree-
ment was executed between January 14, 2021 
and February 14, 2021 for awards made from 
the national infrastructure investments pro-
gram under title I of division G of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2019 (Public 
Law 116–6): Provided, That sponsors of 
projects eligible for funds made available 
under subsection shall provide sufficient 
written justification describing, at a min-
imum, the current project cost estimate, 
why the project cannot be completed with 
the obligated grant amount, and any other 
relevant information, as determined by the 
Secretary: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this subsection shall be allo-
cated to projects eligible to receive funding 
under this section in order of the date the 
grant agreements were initially executed: 
Provided further, That the allocation under 
the previous proviso will be for the amounts 
necessary to cover increases to eligible 
project costs since the grant was obligated, 
based on the information provided: Provided 
further, That section 200.204 of title 2, Code of 
Federal Regulations, shall not apply to 
amounts made available under this section: 
Provided further, That the amounts made 
available under this section shall not be sub-
ject to limitations under section 6702(c) of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That the amounts made available under this 
section shall not be part of the Federal share 
of total project costs under section 6702(e)(1) 
of title 49, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That section 6702(f) of title 49, United 
States Code, shall not apply to amounts 
made available under this section: Provided 
further, That the Office of the Secretary of 
Transportation shall provide the amounts al-
located to projects under this section no 
later than 120 days after the date the suffi-
cient written justifications required under 
this section have been submitted. 

SEC. 109C. For amounts provided for this 
fiscal year and prior fiscal years, section 
24112(c)(2)(B) of Public Law 117–58 shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘30 percent’’ for ‘‘40 
percent’’. 

SEC. 109D. The remaining unobligated bal-
ances, as of September 30, 2024, from 
amounts made available for the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Transportation—Office of the Sec-
retary—National Infrastructure Invest-
ments’’ in division L of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260) 
are hereby permanently rescinded, and an 
amount of additional new budget authority 
equivalent to the amount rescinded is hereby 
appropriated on September 30, 2024, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, and 
shall be available, without additional com-
petition, for completing the funding of 
awards made pursuant to the fiscal year 2021 
national infrastructure investments pro-
gram, in addition to other funds as may be 
available for such purposes: Provided, That 
no amounts may be rescinded from amounts 
that were designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 109E. For amounts provided for fiscal 
year 2024 under the heading ‘‘National Infra-
structure Investments’’ in title VIII of divi-
sion J of the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58) to carry out 
section 6702 of title 49, United States Code, 
the set aside for historically disadvantaged 
communities or areas of persistent poverty 
under subsection (f)(2) of such section shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘5 percent’’ for ‘‘1 
percent’’ in this fiscal year: Provided, That 
amounts repurposed pursuant to this section 

that were previously designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to a concurrent resolution on the budget are 
designated as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 
14 (117th Congress), the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and to 
legislation establishing fiscal year 2024 budg-
et enforcement in the House of Representa-
tives. 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 
For necessary expenses of the Federal 

Aviation Administration, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including operations and research 
activities related to commercial space trans-
portation, administrative expenses for re-
search and development, establishment of 
air navigation facilities, the operation (in-
cluding leasing) and maintenance of aircraft, 
subsidizing the cost of aeronautical charts 
and maps sold to the public, the lease or pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles for re-
placement only, $12,729,627,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, of which 
$12,093,150,000 to be derived from the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund: Provided, That of 
the amounts made available under this head-
ing— 

(1) not less than $1,745,532,000 shall be 
available for aviation safety activities; 

(2) $9,439,068,000 shall be available for air 
traffic organization activities; 

(3) $42,018,000 shall be available for com-
mercial space transportation activities; 

(4) $948,211,000 shall be available for finance 
and management activities; 

(5) $67,818,000 shall be available for 
NextGen and operations planning activities; 

(6) $162,155,000 shall be available for secu-
rity and hazardous materials safety activi-
ties; and 

(7) $324,825,000 shall be available for staff 
offices: 
Provided further, That not to exceed 5 percent 
of any budget activity, except for aviation 
safety budget activity, may be transferred to 
any budget activity under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That no transfer may increase 
or decrease any appropriation under this 
heading by more than 5 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That any transfer in excess of 5 percent 
shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds 
under section 405 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section: Provided further, That 
not later than 60 days after the submission of 
the budget request, the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall trans-
mit to Congress an annual update to the re-
port submitted to Congress in December 2004 
pursuant to section 221 of the Vision 100-Cen-
tury of Aviation Reauthorization Act (49 
U.S.C. 40101 note): Provided further, That the 
amounts made available under this heading 
shall be reduced by $100,000 for each day after 
60 days after the submission of the budget re-
quest that such report has not been trans-
mitted to Congress: Provided further, That 
not later than 60 days after the submission of 
the budget request, the Administrator shall 
transmit to Congress a companion report 
that describes a comprehensive strategy for 
staffing, hiring, and training flight standards 
and aircraft certification staff in a format 
similar to the one utilized for the controller 
staffing plan, including stated attrition esti-
mates and numerical hiring goals by fiscal 
year: Provided further, That the amounts 
made available under this heading shall be 
reduced by $100,000 for each day after the 
date that is 60 days after the submission of 
the budget request that such report has not 
been submitted to Congress: Provided further, 
That funds may be used to enter into a grant 
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agreement with a nonprofit standard-setting 
organization to assist in the development of 
aviation safety standards: Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available by 
this Act shall be available for new applicants 
for the second career training program: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made 
available by this Act shall be available for 
the Federal Aviation Administration to fi-
nalize or implement any regulation that 
would promulgate new aviation user fees not 
specifically authorized by law after the date 
of the enactment of this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That there may be credited to this ap-
propriation, as offsetting collections, funds 
received from States, counties, municipali-
ties, foreign authorities, other public au-
thorities, and private sources for expenses 
incurred in the provision of agency services, 
including receipts for the maintenance and 
operation of air navigation facilities, and for 
issuance, renewal or modification of certifi-
cates, including airman, aircraft, and repair 
station certificates, or for tests related 
thereto, or for processing major repair or al-
teration forms: Provided further, That of the 
amounts made available under this heading, 
not less than $205,376,000 shall be used to 
fund direct operations of the current air traf-
fic control towers in the contract tower pro-
gram, including the contract tower cost 
share program, and any airport that is cur-
rently qualified or that will qualify for the 
program during the fiscal year: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available 
by this Act for aeronautical charting and 
cartography are available for activities con-
ducted by, or coordinated through, the 
Working Capital Fund: Provided further, That 
none of the funds appropriated or otherwise 
made available by this Act or any other Act 
may be used to eliminate the contract 
weather observers program at any airport. 

FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, for acquisition, establishment, 
technical support services, improvement by 
contract or purchase, and hire of national 
airspace systems and experimental facilities 
and equipment, as authorized under part A of 
subtitle VII of title 49, United States Code, 
including initial acquisition of necessary 
sites by lease or grant; engineering and serv-
ice testing, including construction of test fa-
cilities and acquisition of necessary sites by 
lease or grant; construction and furnishing 
of quarters and related accommodations for 
officers and employees of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration stationed at remote lo-
calities where such accommodations are not 
available; and the purchase, lease, or trans-
fer of aircraft from funds made available 
under this heading, including aircraft for 
aviation regulation and certification; to be 
derived from the Airport and Airway Trust 
Fund, $3,191,250,000, of which $634,739,370 is 
for personnel and related expenses and shall 
remain available until September 30, 2025, 
$2,496,360,630 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2026, and $60,150,000 is for ter-
minal facilities and shall remain available 
until September 30, 2028: Provided, That there 
may be credited to this appropriation funds 
received from States, counties, municipali-
ties, other public authorities, and private 
sources, for expenses incurred in the estab-
lishment, improvement, and modernization 
of national airspace systems: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 60 days after sub-
mission of the budget request, the Secretary 
of Transportation shall transmit to the Con-
gress an investment plan for the Federal 
Aviation Administration which includes 
funding for each budget line item for fiscal 
years 2025 through 2029, with total funding 
for each year of the plan constrained to the 

funding targets for those years as estimated 
and approved by the Office of Management 
and Budget: Provided further, That section 
405 of this Act shall apply to amounts made 
available under this heading in title VIII of 
the Infrastructure Investments and Jobs Ap-
propriations Act (division J of Public Law 
117–58): Provided further, That the amounts in 
the table entitled ‘‘Allocation of Funds for 
FAA Facilities and Equipment from the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act—Fis-
cal Year 2024’’ in the explanatory statement 
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act) 
shall be the baseline for application of re-
programming and transfer authorities for 
the current fiscal year pursuant to para-
graph (7) of such section 405 for amounts re-
ferred to in the preceding proviso: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding paragraphs (5) 
and (6) of such section 405, unless prior ap-
proval is received from the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations, not to exceed 
10 percent of any funding level specified for 
projects and activities in the table referred 
to in the preceding proviso may be trans-
ferred to any other funding level specified 
for projects and activities in such table and 
no transfer of such funding levels may in-
crease or decrease any funding level in such 
table by more than 10 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts made available 
under this heading for terminal facilities, 
$15,000,000 shall be made available for the 
purposes, and in amounts, specified for Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending in the table entitled ‘‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’’ included in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act). 

RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVELOPMENT 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, for research, engineering, and de-
velopment, as authorized under part A of 
subtitle VII of title 49, United States Code, 
including construction of experimental fa-
cilities and acquisition of necessary sites by 
lease or grant, $280,000,000, to be derived from 
the Airport and Airway Trust Fund and to 
remain available until September 30, 2026: 
Provided, That there may be credited to this 
appropriation as offsetting collections, funds 
received from States, counties, municipali-
ties, other public authorities, and private 
sources, which shall be available for ex-
penses incurred for research, engineering, 
and development: Provided further, That 
amounts made available under this heading 
shall be used in accordance with the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act): Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed 10 percent of any funding level specified 
under this heading in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act) may be transferred to any other funding 
level specified under this heading in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act): Provided further, That no 
transfer may increase or decrease any fund-
ing level by more than 10 percent: Provided 
further, That any transfer in excess of 10 per-
cent shall be treated as a reprogramming of 
funds under section 405 of this Act and shall 
not be available for obligation or expendi-
ture except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section. 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For liquidation of obligations incurred for 
grants-in-aid for airport planning and devel-
opment, and noise compatibility planning 
and programs as authorized under sub-
chapter I of chapter 471 and subchapter I of 
chapter 475 of title 49, United States Code, 
and under other law authorizing such obliga-
tions; for procurement, installation, and 
commissioning of runway incursion preven-
tion devices and systems at airports of such 
title; for grants authorized under section 
41743 of title 49, United States Code; and for 
inspection activities and administration of 
airport safety programs, including those re-
lated to airport operating certificates under 
section 44706 of title 49, United States Code, 
$3,350,000,000, to be derived from the Airport 
and Airway Trust Fund and to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That none of 
the amounts made available under this head-
ing shall be available for the planning or 
execution of programs the obligations for 
which are in excess of $3,350,000,000, in fiscal 
year 2024, notwithstanding section 47117(g) of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That none of the amounts made available 
under this heading shall be available for the 
replacement of baggage conveyor systems, 
reconfiguration of terminal baggage areas, 
or other airport improvements that are nec-
essary to install bulk explosive detection 
systems: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 47109(a) of title 49, United 
States Code, the Government’s share of al-
lowable project costs under paragraph (2) of 
such section for subgrants or paragraph (3) of 
such section shall be 95 percent for a project 
at other than a large or medium hub airport 
that is a successive phase of a multi-phased 
construction project for which the project 
sponsor received a grant in fiscal year 2011 
for the construction project: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, of amounts limited under this heading, 
not less than $152,148,000 shall be available 
for administration, $15,000,000 shall be avail-
able for the airport cooperative research pro-
gram, $41,801,000 shall be available for air-
port technology research, and $10,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, shall be 
available and transferred to ‘‘Office of the 
Secretary, Salaries and Expenses’’ to carry 
out the small community air service devel-
opment program: Provided further, That in 
addition to airports eligible under section 
41743 of title 49, United States Code, such 
program may include the participation of an 
airport that serves a community or consor-
tium that is not larger than a small hub air-
port, according to FAA hub classifications 
effective at the time the Office of the Sec-
retary issues a request for proposals: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may pro-
vide grants to any commercial service air-
port, notwithstanding the requirement for 
the airport to be located in an air quality 
nonattainment or maintenance area or to be 
able to receive emission credits in section 
47102(3)(K) and 47102(3)(L) of title 49, United 
States Code, for work necessary to construct 
or modify airport facilities to provide low- 
emission fuel systems, gate electrification, 
other related air quality improvements, ac-
quisition of airport-owned vehicles or ground 
support equipment with low-emission tech-
nology, provided such vehicles are used ex-
clusively on airport property or to transport 
passengers and employees between the air-
port and the airport’s consolidated rental fa-
cility or an intermodal surface transpor-
tation facility adjacent to the airport. 
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GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Grants-In- 
Aid for Airports’’, to enable the Secretary of 
Transportation to make grants for projects 
as authorized by subchapter 1 of chapter 471 
and subchapter 1 of chapter 475 of title 49, 
United States Code, $532,392,074, to remain 
available through September 30, 2026: Pro-
vided, That amounts made available under 
this heading shall be derived from the gen-
eral fund, and such funds shall not be subject 
to apportionment formulas, special appor-
tionment categories, or minimum percent-
ages under chapter 471 of title 49, United 
States Code: Provided further, That of the 
sums appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $482,392,074 shall be made available for 
the purposes, and in amounts, specified for 
Community Project Funding/Congressionally 
Directed Spending in the table entitled 
‘‘Community Project Funding/Congression-
ally Directed Spending’’ included in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act): Provided, That funds made 
available under this section shall not be sub-
ject to or considered under section 
47115(j)(3)(B) of title 49, United States Code; 

(2) up to $50,000,000 shall be made available 
to the Secretary to distribute as discre-
tionary grants to airports; and 

(3) not less than $3,000,000 shall be made 
available for two remaining projects under 
section 190 of the FAA Reauthorization Act 
of 2018 (Public Law 115–254): Provided, That, 
notwithstanding subsection (j)(2) of section 
190 of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–254), such grants shall be 
made available for conducting testing activi-
ties in support of studying the effectiveness 
of existing federally funded sound insulation 
in residential areas located within the 65 
DNL noise contour of a large-hub airport 
that will facilitate future environmental 
mitigation projects in these areas: Provided 
further, That, with respect to a project fund-
ed under the previous proviso, the allowable 
project cost for such project shall be cal-
culated without consideration of any costs 
that were previously paid by the Govern-
ment: 
Provided further, That the Secretary may 
make discretionary grants to primary air-
ports for airport-owned infrastructure re-
quired for the on-airport distribution or stor-
age of sustainable aviation fuels that achieve 
at least a 50 percent reduction in lifecycle 
greenhouse gas emissions, using a method-
ology determined by the Secretary, includ-
ing, but not limited to, on-airport construc-
tion or expansion of pipelines, rail lines and 
spurs, loading and off-loading facilities, 
blending facilities, and storage tanks: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may make 
discretionary grants with funds made avail-
able under this heading to primary or non-
primary airports for the acquisition or con-
struction costs related to airport-owned, rev-
enue-producing aeronautical fuel farms and 
fueling systems, including mobile systems, 
that the Secretary determines will promote 
the use of unleaded or sustainable aviation 
fuels on a non-exclusive basis: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may make discre-
tionary grants for airport development im-
provements of primary runways, taxiways, 
and aprons necessary at a nonhub, small hub, 
medium hub, or large hub airport to increase 
operational resilience for the purpose of re-
suming commercial service flight operations 
following flooding, high water, hurricane, 
storm surge, tidal wave, tornado, tsunami, 
wind driven water, or winter storms: Pro-
vided further, That the amounts made avail-
able under this heading shall not be subject 
to any limitation on obligations for the 
Grants-in-Aid for Airports program set forth 

in any Act: Provided further, That the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion may retain up to 0.5 percent of the 
amounts made available under this heading 
to fund the award and oversight by the Ad-
ministrator of grants made under this head-
ing. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to compensate in ex-
cess of 600 technical staff-years under the 
federally funded research and development 
center contract between the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and the Center for Ad-
vanced Aviation Systems Development dur-
ing fiscal year 2024. 

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be used to pursue or adopt 
guidelines or regulations requiring airport 
sponsors to provide to the Federal Aviation 
Administration without cost building con-
struction, maintenance, utilities and ex-
penses, or space in airport sponsor-owned 
buildings for services relating to air traffic 
control, air navigation, or weather report-
ing: Provided, That the prohibition on the 
use of funds in this section does not apply to 
negotiations between the agency and airport 
sponsors to achieve agreement on ‘‘below- 
market’’ rates for these items or to grant as-
surances that require airport sponsors to 
provide land without cost to the Federal 
Aviation Administration for air traffic con-
trol facilities. 

SEC. 112. The Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration may reimburse 
amounts made available to satisfy section 
41742(a)(1) of title 49, United States Code, 
from fees credited under section 45303 of title 
49, United States Code, and any amount re-
maining in such account at the close of any 
fiscal year may be made available to satisfy 
section 41742(a)(1) of title 49, United States 
Code, for the subsequent fiscal year. 

SEC. 113. Amounts collected under section 
40113(e) of title 49, United States Code, shall 
be credited to the appropriation current at 
the time of collection, to be merged with and 
available for the same purposes as such ap-
propriation. 

SEC. 114. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be available for paying pre-
mium pay under section 5546(a) of title 5, 
United States Code, to any Federal Aviation 
Administration employee unless such em-
ployee actually performed work during the 
time corresponding to such premium pay. 

SEC. 115. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be obligated or expended for 
an employee of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to purchase a store gift card or gift 
certificate through use of a Government- 
issued credit card. 

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds made available 
under this Act or any prior Act may be used 
to implement or to continue to implement 
any limitation on the ability of any owner or 
operator of a private aircraft to obtain, upon 
a request to the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, a blocking of 
that owner’s or operator’s aircraft registra-
tion number, Mode S transponder code, 
flight identification, call sign, or similar 
identifying information from any ground 
based display to the public that would allow 
the real-time or near real-time flight track-
ing of that aircraft’s movements, except data 
made available to a Government agency, for 
the noncommercial flights of that owner or 
operator. 

SEC. 117. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be available for salaries and 
expenses of more than nine political and 
Presidential appointees in the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. 

SEC. 118. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to increase fees pur-
suant to section 44721 of title 49, United 
States Code, until the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration provides to the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations a report 
that justifies all fees related to aeronautical 
navigation products and explains how such 
fees are consistent with Executive Order No. 
13642. 

SEC. 119. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to close a regional 
operations center of the Federal Aviation 
Administration or reduce its services unless 
the Administrator notifies the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations not 
less than 90 full business days in advance. 

SEC. 119A. None of the funds made avail-
able by or limited by this Act may be used to 
change weight restrictions or prior permis-
sion rules at Teterboro airport in Teterboro, 
New Jersey. 

SEC. 119B. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to withhold from consideration and ap-
proval any new application for participation 
in the contract tower program, or for re-
evaluation of cost-share program partici-
pants so long as the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration has received an application 
from the airport, and so long as the Adminis-
trator determines such tower is eligible 
using the factors set forth in Federal Avia-
tion Administration published establishment 
criteria. 

SEC. 119C. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to open, close, 
redesignate as a lesser office, or reorganize a 
regional office, the aeronautical center, or 
the technical center unless the Adminis-
trator submits a request for the reprogram-
ming of funds under section 405 of this Act. 

SEC. 119D. The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration Administrative Services Franchise 
Fund may be reimbursed after performance 
or paid in advance from funds available to 
the Federal Aviation Administration and 
other Federal agencies for which the Fund 
performs services. 

SEC. 119E. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available to the FAA may 
be used to carry out the FAA’s obligations 
under section 44502(e) of title 49, United 
States Code, unless the eligible air traffic 
system or equipment to be transferred to the 
FAA under section 44502(e) of title 49, United 
States Code, was purchased by the transferor 
airport— 

(1) during the period of time beginning on 
October 5, 2018 and ending on December 31, 
2021; or 

(2) on or after January 1, 2022 for transferor 
airports located in a non-contiguous States. 

SEC. 119F. Of the funds provided under the 
heading ‘‘Grants-in-aid for Airports’’, up to 
$3,500,000 shall be for necessary expenses, in-
cluding an independent verification regime, 
to provide reimbursement to airport spon-
sors that do not provide gateway operations 
and providers of general aviation ground sup-
port services, or other aviation tenants, lo-
cated at those airports closed during a tem-
porary flight restriction (TFR) for any resi-
dence of the President that is designated or 
identified to be secured by the United States 
Secret Service, and for direct and incre-
mental financial losses incurred while such 
airports are closed solely due to the actions 
of the Federal Government: Provided, That 
no funds shall be obligated or distributed to 
airport sponsors that do not provide gateway 
operations and providers of general aviation 
ground support services until an independent 
audit is completed: Provided further, That 
losses incurred as a result of violations of 
law, or through fault or negligence, of such 
operators and service providers or of third 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00090 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1185 March 5, 2024 
parties (including airports) are not eligible 
for reimbursements: Provided further, That 
obligation and expenditure of funds are con-
ditional upon full release of the United 
States Government for all claims for finan-
cial losses resulting from such actions. 

SEC. 119G. Of the unobligated balances 
available to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, the following funds are hereby per-
manently rescinded: 

(1) $1,590,528.89 from funds made available 
for ‘‘Federal Aviation Administration—Fa-
cilities and Equipment’’, which were to re-
main available until expended, by title I of 
Public Law 104–50; and 

(2) $2,878.02 from funds made available for 
‘‘Federal Aviation Administration—Facili-
ties and Equipment’’ by chapter 10, division 
B, of Public Law 108–324. 

SEC. 119H. None of the funds made avail-
able in this or any other Act shall be used to 
facilitate the assignment of individuals from 
a private-sector organization to the FAA to 
serve on a temporary basis. 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Not to exceed $483,551,671 together with ad-
vances and reimbursements received by the 
Federal Highway Administration, shall be 
obligated for necessary expenses for adminis-
tration and operation of the Federal High-
way Administration: Provided, That in addi-
tion, $3,248,000 shall be transferred to the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission in accord-
ance with section 104(a) of title 23, United 
States Code. 

FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
Funds available for the implementation or 

execution of authorized Federal-aid highway 
and highway safety construction programs 
shall not exceed total obligations of 
$60,095,782,888 for fiscal year 2024: Provided, 
That the limitation on obligations under 
this heading shall only apply to contract au-
thority authorized from the Highway Trust 
Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account), 
unless otherwise specified in law. 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For the payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out authorized Federal-aid highway 
and highway safety construction programs, 
$60,834,782,888 shall be derived from the High-
way Trust Fund (other than the Mass Tran-
sit Account), to remain available until ex-
pended. 

HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

There is hereby appropriated to the Sec-
retary $2,224,676,687: Provided, That the funds 
made available under this heading shall be 
derived from the general fund, shall be in ad-
dition to any funds provided for fiscal year 
2024 in this or any other Act for: (1) ‘‘Fed-
eral-aid Highways’’ under chapter 1 of title 
23, United States Code; (2) the Appalachian 
development highway system as authorized 
under section 1069(y) of Public Law 102–240; 
(3) activities eligible under the Tribal trans-
portation program under section 202 of title 
23, United States Code; (4) the Northern Bor-
der Regional Commission (40 U.S.C. 15101 et 
seq.); or (5) the Denali Commission, and shall 
not affect the distribution or amount of 
funds provided in any other Act: Provided 
further, That, except for the funds made 
available under this heading for the North-
ern Border Regional Commission and the 
Denali Commission, section 11101(e) of Public 
Law 117–58 shall apply to funds made avail-

able under this heading: Provided further, 
That unless otherwise specified, amounts 
made available under this heading shall be 
available until September 30, 2027, and shall 
not be subject to any limitation on obliga-
tions for Federal-aid highways or highway 
safety construction programs set forth in 
any Act making annual appropriations: Pro-
vided further, That of the sums appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) $1,884,176,687 shall be for the purposes, 
and in the amounts, specified for Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending in the table entitled ‘‘Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending’’ included in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act): Provided, That, except as otherwise pro-
vided under this heading, the funds made 
available under this paragraph shall be ad-
ministered as if apportioned under chapter 1 
of title 23, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this 
paragraph that are used for Tribal projects 
shall be administered as if allocated under 
chapter 2 of title 23, United States Code, ex-
cept that the set-asides described in subpara-
graph (C) of section 202(b)(3) of title 23, 
United States Code, and subsections (a)(6), 
(c), and (e) of section 202 of such title, and 
section 1123(h)(1) of MAP–21 (as amended by 
Public Law 117–58), shall not apply to such 
funds; 

(2) $100,000,000 shall be for necessary ex-
penses for construction of the Appalachian 
development highway system, as authorized 
under section 1069(y) of Public Law 102–240: 
Provided, That for the purposes of funds 
made available under this paragraph, the 
term ‘‘Appalachian State’’ means a State 
that contains 1 or more counties (including 
any political subdivision located within the 
area) in the Appalachian region as defined in 
section 14102(a) of title 40, United States 
Code: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this heading for construction 
of the Appalachian development highway 
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That, except as pro-
vided in the following proviso, funds made 
available under this heading for construction 
of the Appalachian development highway 
system shall be administered as if appor-
tioned under chapter 1 of title 23, United 
States Code: Provided further, That a project 
carried out with funds made available under 
this heading for construction of the Appa-
lachian development highway system shall 
be carried out in the same manner as a 
project under section 14501 of title 40, United 
States Code: Provided further, That subject to 
the following proviso, funds made available 
under this heading for construction of the 
Appalachian development highway system 
shall be apportioned to Appalachian States 
according to the percentages derived from 
the 2012 Appalachian development highway 
system cost-to-complete estimate, adopted 
in Appalachian Regional Commission Reso-
lution Number 736, and confirmed as each 
Appalachian State’s relative share of the es-
timated remaining need to complete the Ap-
palachian development highway system, ad-
justed to exclude those corridors that such 
States have no current plans to complete, as 
reported in the 2013 Appalachian Develop-
ment Highway System Completion Report, 
unless those States have modified and as-
signed a higher priority for completion of an 
Appalachian development highway system 
corridor, as reported in the 2020 Appalachian 
Development Highway System Future Out-
look: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall adjust apportionments made under the 
preceding proviso so that no Appalachian 
State shall be apportioned an amount in ex-
cess of 30 percent of the amount made avail-

able for construction of the Appalachian de-
velopment highway system under this head-
ing: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall consult with the Appalachian Regional 
Commission in making adjustments under 
the preceding two provisos: Provided further, 
That the Federal share of the costs for which 
an expenditure is made for construction of 
the Appalachian development highway sys-
tem under this heading shall be up to 100 per-
cent; 

(3) $150,000,000 shall be for activities eligi-
ble under the Tribal transportation program, 
as described in section 202 of title 23, United 
States Code: Provided, That, except as other-
wise provided under this heading, the funds 
made available under this paragraph shall be 
administered as if allocated under chapter 2 
of title 23, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That the set-asides described in sub-
paragraph (C) of section 202(b)(3) of title 23, 
United States Code, and subsections (a)(6), 
(c), and (e) of section 202 of such title shall 
not apply to funds made available under this 
paragraph: Provided further, That the set- 
aside described in section 1123(h)(1) of MAP– 
21 (as amended by Public Law 117–58), shall 
not apply to such funds; 

(4) $5,000,000 shall be transferred to the 
Northern Border Regional Commission (40 
U.S.C. 15101 et seq.) to make grants, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise made available to 
the Northern Border Regional Commission 
for such purpose, to carry out pilot projects 
that demonstrate the capabilities of wood- 
based infrastructure projects: Provided, That 
a grant made with funds made available 
under this paragraph shall be administered 
in the same manner as a grant made under 
subtitle V of title 40, United States Code; 

(5) $4,500,000 shall be transferred to the 
Denali Commission for activities eligible 
under section 307(e) of the Denali Commis-
sion Act of 1998 (42 U.S.C. 3121 note; Public 
Law 105–277): Provided, That funds made 
available under this paragraph shall not be 
subject to section 311 of such Act: Provided 
further, That except as otherwise provided 
under section 307(e) of such Act or this head-
ing, funds made available under this para-
graph shall be administered as if directly ap-
propriated to the Denali Commission and 
subject to applicable provisions of such Act, 
including the requirement in section 307(e) of 
such Act that the local community provides 
a 10 percent non-Federal match in the form 
of any necessary land or planning and design 
funds: Provided further, That such funds shall 
be available until expended: Provided further, 
That the Federal share of the costs for which 
an expenditure is made with funds trans-
ferred under this paragraph shall be up to 90 
percent; 

(6) $13,500,000 shall be transferred to the 
Denali Commission to carry out the Denali 
access system program under section 309 of 
the Denali Commission Act of 1998 (42 U.S.C. 
3121 note; Public Law 105–277): Provided, That 
a transfer under this paragraph shall not be 
subject to section 311 of such Act: Provided 
further, That except as otherwise provided 
under this heading, funds made available 
under this paragraph shall be administered 
as if directly appropriated to the Denali 
Commission and subject to applicable provi-
sions of such Act: Provided further, That 
funds made available under this paragraph 
shall not be subject to section 309(j)(2) of 
such Act: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this paragraph shall be 
available until expended: Provided further, 
That the Federal share of the costs for which 
an expenditure is made with funds trans-
ferred under this paragraph shall be up to 100 
percent; 

(7) $10,000,000 shall be for the regional in-
frastructure accelerator demonstration pro-
gram authorized under section 1441 of the 
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FAST Act (23 U.S.C. 601 note): Provided, That 
for funds made available under this para-
graph, the Federal share of the costs shall 
be, at the option of the recipient, up to 100 
percent: Provided further, That funds made 
available under this paragraph may be trans-
ferred to the Office of the Secretary; 

(8) $7,500,000 shall be for the national scenic 
byways program under section 162 of title 23, 
United States Code: Provided, That, except as 
otherwise provided under this heading, the 
funds made available under this paragraph 
shall be administered as if apportioned under 
chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code; and 

(9) $50,000,000, in addition to amounts made 
available in section 126 of this Act, shall be 
for a competitive highway bridge program 
for States that— 

(A) have a population density of less than 
115 individuals per square mile; and 

(B) have— 
(i) less than 26 percent of total bridges 

classified as in good condition; or 
(ii) greater than or equal to 5.2 percent of 

total bridges classified as in poor condition: 
Provided, That any such State with more 
than 14 percent of total bridges classified as 
in poor condition shall receive not less than 
$32,500,000 of the funds made available in this 
paragraph or in section 126 of this Act for 
grant applications for projects eligible under 
this paragraph: Provided further, That if the 
Secretary determines that eligible applica-
tions from any such State meeting the cri-
teria under the preceding proviso are insuffi-
cient to make awards of at least $32,500,000, 
the Secretary shall use the unutilized 
amounts to provide other grants to States 
eligible under this paragraph: Provided fur-
ther, That the funds made available under 
this paragraph shall be used for highway 
bridge replacement or rehabilitation projects 
on public roads that demonstrate cost sav-
ings by bundling multiple highway bridge 
projects and, except as otherwise provided in 
this heading, shall be administered as if ap-
portioned under chapter 1 of title 23, United 
States Code: Provided further, That the re-
quirements of section 144(j)(5) of title 23, 
United States Code, shall not apply to funds 
made available under this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That for purposes of this para-
graph, the Secretary shall calculate popu-
lation density figures based on the latest 
available data from the decennial census 
conducted under section 141(a) of title 13, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this paragraph, the Secretary 
shall calculate the percentages of bridge 
counts (including the percentages of bridge 
counts classified as in poor and good condi-
tion) based on the national bridge inventory 
as of June 2023. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

SEC. 120. (a) For fiscal year 2024, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall— 

(1) not distribute from the obligation limi-
tation for Federal-aid highways— 

(A) amounts authorized for administrative 
expenses and programs by section 104(a) of 
title 23, United States Code; and 

(B) amounts authorized for the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics; 

(2) not distribute an amount from the obli-
gation limitation for Federal-aid highways 
that is equal to the unobligated balance of 
amounts— 

(A) made available from the Highway 
Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Ac-
count) for Federal-aid highway and highway 
safety construction programs for previous 
fiscal years the funds for which are allocated 
by the Secretary (or apportioned by the Sec-
retary under section 202 or 204 of title 23, 
United States Code); and 

(B) for which obligation limitation was 
provided in a previous fiscal year; 

(3) determine the proportion that— 
(A) the obligation limitation for Federal- 

aid highways, less the aggregate of amounts 
not distributed under paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of this subsection; bears to 

(B) the total of the sums authorized to be 
appropriated for the Federal-aid highway 
and highway safety construction programs 
(other than sums authorized to be appro-
priated for provisions of law described in 
paragraphs (1) through (11) of subsection (b) 
and sums authorized to be appropriated for 
section 119 of title 23, United States Code, 
equal to the amount referred to in sub-
section (b)(12) for such fiscal year), less the 
aggregate of the amounts not distributed 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this sub-
section; 

(4) distribute the obligation limitation for 
Federal-aid highways, less the aggregate 
amounts not distributed under paragraphs 
(1) and (2), for each of the programs (other 
than programs to which paragraph (1) ap-
plies) that are allocated by the Secretary 
under authorized Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs, or 
apportioned by the Secretary under section 
202 or 204 of title 23, United States Code, by 
multiplying— 

(A) the proportion determined under para-
graph (3); by 

(B) the amounts authorized to be appro-
priated for each such program for such fiscal 
year; and 

(5) distribute the obligation limitation for 
Federal-aid highways, less the aggregate 
amounts not distributed under paragraphs 
(1) and (2) and the amounts distributed under 
paragraph (4), for Federal-aid highway and 
highway safety construction programs that 
are apportioned by the Secretary under title 
23, United States Code (other than the 
amounts apportioned for the national high-
way performance program in section 119 of 
title 23, United States Code, that are exempt 
from the limitation under subsection (b)(12) 
and the amounts apportioned under sections 
202 and 204 of that title) in the proportion 
that— 

(A) amounts authorized to be appropriated 
for the programs that are apportioned under 
title 23, United States Code, to each State 
for such fiscal year; bears to 

(B) the total of the amounts authorized to 
be appropriated for the programs that are 
apportioned under title 23, United States 
Code, to all States for such fiscal year. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS FROM OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TION.—The obligation limitation for Federal- 
aid highways shall not apply to obligations 
under or for— 

(1) section 125 of title 23, United States 
Code; 

(2) section 147 of the Surface Transpor-
tation Assistance Act of 1978 (23 U.S.C. 144 
note; 92 Stat. 2714); 

(3) section 9 of the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1981 (95 Stat. 1701); 

(4) subsections (b) and (j) of section 131 of 
the Surface Transportation Assistance Act 
of 1982 (96 Stat. 2119); 

(5) subsections (b) and (c) of section 149 of 
the Surface Transportation and Uniform Re-
location Assistance Act of 1987 (101 Stat. 198); 

(6) sections 1103 through 1108 of the Inter-
modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 (105 Stat. 2027); 

(7) section 157 of title 23, United States 
Code (as in effect on June 8, 1998); 

(8) section 105 of title 23, United States 
Code (as in effect for fiscal years 1998 
through 2004, but only in an amount equal to 
$639,000,000 for each of those fiscal years); 

(9) Federal-aid highway programs for 
which obligation authority was made avail-
able under the Transportation Equity Act 

for the 21st Century (112 Stat. 107) or subse-
quent Acts for multiple years or to remain 
available until expended, but only to the ex-
tent that the obligation authority has not 
lapsed or been used; 

(10) section 105 of title 23, United States 
Code (as in effect for fiscal years 2005 
through 2012, but only in an amount equal to 
$639,000,000 for each of those fiscal years); 

(11) section 1603 of SAFETEA–LU (23 U.S.C. 
118 note; 119 Stat. 1248), to the extent that 
funds obligated in accordance with that sec-
tion were not subject to a limitation on obli-
gations at the time at which the funds were 
initially made available for obligation; and 

(12) section 119 of title 23, United States 
Code (but, for each of fiscal years 2013 
through 2024, only in an amount equal to 
$639,000,000). 

(c) REDISTRIBUTION OF UNUSED OBLIGATION 
AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding subsection (a), 
the Secretary shall, after August 1 of such 
fiscal year— 

(1) revise a distribution of the obligation 
limitation made available under subsection 
(a) if an amount distributed cannot be obli-
gated during that fiscal year; and 

(2) redistribute sufficient amounts to those 
States able to obligate amounts in addition 
to those previously distributed during that 
fiscal year, giving priority to those States 
having large unobligated balances of funds 
apportioned under sections 144 (as in effect 
on the day before the date of enactment of 
Public Law 112–141) and 104 of title 23, United 
States Code. 

(d) APPLICABILITY OF OBLIGATION LIMITA-
TIONS TO TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH PRO-
GRAMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the obligation limitation for 
Federal-aid highways shall apply to contract 
authority for transportation research pro-
grams carried out under— 

(A) chapter 5 of title 23, United States 
Code; 

(B) title VI of the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act; and 

(C) title III of division A of the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law 
117–58). 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Obligation authority made 
available under paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) remain available for a period of 4 fiscal 
years; and 

(B) be in addition to the amount of any 
limitation imposed on obligations for Fed-
eral-aid highway and highway safety con-
struction programs for future fiscal years. 

(e) REDISTRIBUTION OF CERTAIN AUTHORIZED 
FUNDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of distribution of obligation 
limitation under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall distribute to the States any 
funds (excluding funds authorized for the 
program under section 202 of title 23, United 
States Code) that— 

(A) are authorized to be appropriated for 
such fiscal year for Federal-aid highway pro-
grams; and 

(B) the Secretary determines will not be 
allocated to the States (or will not be appor-
tioned to the States under section 204 of title 
23, United States Code), and will not be 
available for obligation, for such fiscal year 
because of the imposition of any obligation 
limitation for such fiscal year. 

(2) RATIO.—Funds shall be distributed 
under paragraph (1) in the same proportion 
as the distribution of obligation authority 
under subsection (a)(5). 

(3) AVAILABILITY.—Funds distributed to 
each State under paragraph (1) shall be 
available for any purpose described in sec-
tion 133(b) of title 23, United States Code. 
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SEC. 121. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, 

funds received by the Bureau of Transpor-
tation Statistics from the sale of data prod-
ucts, for necessary expenses incurred pursu-
ant to chapter 63 of title 49, United States 
Code, may be credited to the Federal-aid 
highways account for the purpose of reim-
bursing the Bureau for such expenses. 

SEC. 122. Not less than 15 days prior to 
waiving, under his or her statutory author-
ity, any Buy America requirement for Fed-
eral-aid highways projects, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall make an informal pub-
lic notice and comment opportunity on the 
intent to issue such waiver and the reasons 
therefor: Provided, That the Secretary shall 
post on a website any waivers granted under 
the Buy America requirements. 

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to make a grant for 
a project under section 117 of title 23, United 
States Code, unless the Secretary, at least 60 
days before making a grant under that sec-
tion, provides written notification to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions of the proposed grant, including an 
evaluation and justification for the project 
and the amount of the proposed grant award. 

SEC. 124. (a) A State or territory, as defined 
in section 165 of title 23, United States Code, 
may use for any project eligible under sec-
tion 133(b) of title 23 or section 165 of title 23 
and located within the boundary of the State 
or territory any earmarked amount, and any 
associated obligation limitation: Provided, 
That the Department of Transportation for 
the State or territory for which the ear-
marked amount was originally designated or 
directed notifies the Secretary of its intent 
to use its authority under this section and 
submits an annual report to the Secretary 
identifying the projects to which the funding 
would be applied. Notwithstanding the origi-
nal period of availability of funds to be obli-
gated under this section, such funds and as-
sociated obligation limitation shall remain 
available for obligation for a period of 3 fis-
cal years after the fiscal year in which the 
Secretary is notified. The Federal share of 
the cost of a project carried out with funds 
made available under this section shall be 
the same as associated with the earmark. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘earmarked 
amount’’ means— 

(1) congressionally directed spending, as 
defined in rule XLIV of the Standing Rules 
of the Senate, identified in a prior law, re-
port, or joint explanatory statement, which 
was authorized to be appropriated or appro-
priated more than 10 fiscal years prior to the 
current fiscal year, and administered by the 
Federal Highway Administration; or 

(2) a congressional earmark, as defined in 
rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, identified in a prior law, report, 
or joint explanatory statement, which was 
authorized to be appropriated or appro-
priated more than 10 fiscal years prior to the 
current fiscal year, and administered by the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

(c) The authority under subsection (a) may 
be exercised only for those projects or activi-
ties that have obligated less than 10 percent 
of the amount made available for obligation 
as of October 1 of the current fiscal year, and 
shall be applied to projects within the same 
general geographic area within 25 miles for 
which the funding was designated, except 
that a State or territory may apply such au-
thority to unexpended balances of funds from 
projects or activities the State or territory 
certifies have been closed and for which pay-
ments have been made under a final voucher. 

(d) The Secretary shall submit consoli-
dated reports of the information provided by 
the States and territories annually to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

SEC. 125. (a) Of the unallocated and unobli-
gated balances available to the Federal 
Highway Administration, the following funds 
are hereby permanently rescinded, subject to 
subsections (b) and (c), from the following 
accounts and programs in the specified 
amounts: 

(1) $48,346,377.35 from funds available in the 
‘‘Surface Transportation Priorities’’ account 
(69 X 0538); 

(2) $1,839,129.40 from funds available in the 
‘‘Delta Regional Transportation Develop-
ment Program’’ account (69 X 0551); 

(3) $11,064,579.57 from funds available in the 
‘‘Appalachian Development Highway Sys-
tem’’ account (69 X 0640); 

(4) $9,264.22 from funds available in the 
‘‘Highway Beautification’’ account (69 X 
0540); 

(5) $1,375,400 from funds available in the 
‘‘State Infrastructure Banks’’ account (69 X 
0549); 

(6) $90,435 from funds available in the 
‘‘Railroad-Highway Crossings Demonstration 
Projects’’ account (69 X 0557); 

(7) $5,211,248.53 from funds available in the 
‘‘Interstate Transfer Grants—Highway’’ ac-
count (69 X 0560); 

(8) $133,231.12 from funds available in the 
‘‘Kentucky Bridge Project’’ account (69 X 
0572); 

(9) $2,887.56 from funds available in the 
‘‘Highway Demonstration Project—Prelimi-
nary Engineering’’ account (69 X 0583); 

(10) $149,083.06 from funds available in the 
‘‘Highway Demonstration Projects’’ account 
(69 X 0598); and 

(11) $68,438.40 from funds available in the 
‘‘Miscellaneous Highway Projects’’ account 
(69 X 0641). 

(b) No amounts may be rescinded under 
subsection (a) from any funds for which a 
State exercised its authority under section 
125 of division L of Public Law 114–113, sec-
tion 422 of division K of Public Law 115–31, 
section 126 of division L of Public Law 115– 
141, section 125 of division G of Public Law 
116–6, section 125 of division H of Public Law 
116–94, section 124 of division L of Public Law 
116–260, section 124 of division L of Public 
Law 117–103, or section 124 of division L of 
Public Law 117–328. 

(c) No amounts may be rescinded under 
subsection (a) from any amounts that were 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 126. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, $200,000,000 from the funds 
described in subsection (b), in addition to 
amounts made available in paragraph (9) 
under the heading ‘‘Highway Infrastructure 
Programs’’, shall be available for a competi-
tive highway bridge program for States 
that— 

(1) have a population density of less than 
115 individuals per square mile; and 

(2) have— 
(A) less than 26 percent of total bridges 

classified as in good condition; or 
(B) greater than or equal to 5.2 percent of 

total bridges classified as in poor condition: 
Provided, That any such State with more 
than 14 percent of total bridges classified as 
in poor condition shall receive not less than 
$32,500,000 of the funds made available under 
this subsection or in paragraph (9) under the 
heading ‘‘Highway Infrastructure Programs’’ 
for grant applications for projects eligible 
under this subsection: Provided further, That 
if the Secretary determines that eligible ap-
plications from any such State meeting the 
criteria under the preceding proviso are in-
sufficient to make awards of at least 
$32,500,000, the Secretary shall use the unuti-
lized amounts to provide other grants to 
States eligible under this subsection: Pro-

vided further, That the funds made available 
under this subsection shall be used for high-
way bridge replacement or rehabilitation 
projects on public roads that demonstrate 
cost savings by bundling multiple highway 
bridge projects and, except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, shall be administered 
as if apportioned under chapter 1 of title 23, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
the requirements of section 144(j)(5) of title 
23, United States Code, shall not apply to 
funds made available under this subsection: 
Provided further, That for purposes of this 
subsection, the Secretary shall calculate 
population density figures based on the lat-
est available data from the decennial census 
conducted under section 141(a) of title 13, 
United States Code: Provided further, That 
for purposes of this subsection, the Secretary 
shall calculate the percentages of bridge 
counts (including the percentages of bridge 
counts classified as in poor and good condi-
tion) based on the national bridge inventory 
as of June 2023: Provided further, That section 
11101(e) of the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58) shall apply to 
funds made available under this subsection. 

(b) Funds described in this subsection are 
any funds that— 

(1) are unobligated on the date of enact-
ment of this Act; and 

(2) were made available for credit assist-
ance under— 

(A) the transportation infrastructure fi-
nance and innovation program under sub-
chapter II of chapter 1 of title 23, United 
States Code, as in effect prior to August 10, 
2005; or 

(B) the transportation infrastructure fi-
nance and innovation program under chapter 
6 of title 23, United States Code. 

(c) Funds made available under subsection 
(a) for a competitive highway bridge pro-
gram for States shall— 

(1) be subject to the obligation limitation 
for Federal-aid highway and highway safety 
construction programs; and 

(2) unless otherwise specified in this sec-
tion, remain available until September 30, 
2027. 

(d) The obligation limitation made avail-
able under section 120(a)(2) that is associated 
with funds made available under subsection 
(a) shall— 

(1) remain available until September 30, 
2027; and 

(2) be in addition to the amount of any lim-
itation imposed on obligations for Federal- 
aid highway and highway safety construc-
tion programs for future fiscal years. 

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY OPERATIONS AND 
PROGRAMS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
For payment of obligations incurred in the 

implementation, execution and administra-
tion of motor carrier safety operations and 
programs pursuant to section 31110 of title 
49, United States Code, as amended by the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(Public Law 117–58), $346,000,000, to be derived 
from the Highway Trust Fund (other than 
the Mass Transit Account), together with ad-
vances and reimbursements received by the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion, the sum of which shall remain available 
until expended: Provided, That funds avail-
able for implementation, execution, or ad-
ministration of motor carrier safety oper-
ations and programs authorized under title 
49, United States Code, shall not exceed total 
obligations of $411,000,000, for ‘‘Motor Carrier 
Safety Operations and Programs’’ for fiscal 
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year 2024, of which $14,073,000, to remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2026, is for the research and technology pro-
gram, and of which not less than $99,098,000, 
to remain available for obligation until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, is for development, mod-
ernization, enhancement, and continued op-
eration and maintenance of information 
technology and information management. 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY GRANTS 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out sections 31102, 31103, 31104, and 
31313 of title 49, United States Code, 
$516,300,000, to be derived from the Highway 
Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Ac-
count) and to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That funds available for 
the implementation or execution of motor 
carrier safety programs shall not exceed 
total obligations of $516,300,000 in fiscal year 
2024 for ‘‘Motor Carrier Safety Grants’’: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made 
available under this heading— 

(1) $406,500,000, to remain available for obli-
gation until September 30, 2025, shall be for 
the motor carrier safety assistance program; 

(2) $43,500,000, to remain available for obli-
gation until September 30, 2025, shall be for 
the commercial driver’s license program im-
plementation program; 

(3) $60,000,000, to remain available for obli-
gation until September 30, 2025, shall be for 
the high priority program; 

(4) $1,300,000, to remain available for obli-
gation until September 30, 2025, shall be for 
the commercial motor vehicle operators 
grant program; and 

(5) $5,000,000, to remain available for obli-
gation until September 30, 2025, shall be for 
the commercial motor vehicle enforcement 
training and support grant program. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL MOTOR 

CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 130. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration shall send notice of section 
385.308 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, violations by certified mail, registered 
mail, or another manner of delivery, which 
records the receipt of the notice by the per-
sons responsible for the violations. 

SEC. 131. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available to the Department 
of Transportation by this Act or any other 
Act may be obligated or expended to imple-
ment, administer, or enforce the require-
ments of section 31137 of title 49, United 
States Code, or any regulation issued by the 
Secretary pursuant to such section, with re-
spect to the use of electronic logging devices 
by operators of commercial motor vehicles, 
as defined in section 31132(1) of such title, 
transporting livestock as defined in section 
602 of the Emergency Livestock Feed Assist-
ance Act of 1988 (7 U.S.C. 1471) or insects. 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 
For expenses necessary to discharge the 

functions of the Secretary, with respect to 
traffic and highway safety, authorized under 
chapter 301 and part C of subtitle VI of title 
49, United States Code, $223,000,000, to remain 
available through September 30, 2025. 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out the provisions of section 403 of 
title 23, United States Code, including behav-
ioral research on automated driving systems 

and advanced driver assistance systems and 
improving consumer responses to safety re-
calls, section 25024 of the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58), 
and chapter 303 of title 49, United States 
Code, $201,200,000, to be derived from the 
Highway Trust Fund (other than the Mass 
Transit Account) and to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That none of the 
funds in this Act shall be available for the 
planning or execution of programs the total 
obligations for which, in fiscal year 2024, are 
in excess of $201,200,000: Provided further, 
That of the sums appropriated under this 
heading— 

(1) $194,000,000 shall be for programs au-
thorized under section 403 of title 23, United 
States Code, including behavioral research 
on automated driving systems and advanced 
driver assistance systems and improving 
consumer responses to safety recalls, and 
section 25024 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58); and 

(2) $7,200,000 shall be for the national driver 
register authorized under chapter 303 of title 
49, United States Code: 
Provided further, That within the $201,200,000 
obligation limitation for operations and re-
search, $57,500,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025, and shall be in addi-
tion to the amount of any limitation im-
posed on obligations for future years: Pro-
vided further, That amounts for behavioral 
research on automated driving systems and 
advanced driver assistance systems and im-
proving consumer responses to safety recalls 
are in addition to any other funds provided 
for those purposes for fiscal year 2024 in this 
Act. 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

For payment of obligations incurred in 
carrying out provisions of sections 402, 404, 
and 405 of title 23, United States Code, and 
grant administration expenses under chapter 
4 of title 23, United States Code, to remain 
available until expended, $813,300,800, to be 
derived from the Highway Trust Fund (other 
than the Mass Transit Account): Provided, 
That none of the funds in this Act shall be 
available for the planning or execution of 
programs for which the total obligations in 
fiscal year 2024 are in excess of $813,300,800 
for programs authorized under sections 402, 
404, and 405 of title 23, United States Code, 
and grant administration expenses under 
chapter 4 of title 23, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That of the sums appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) $378,400,000 shall be for highway safety 
programs under section 402 of title 23, United 
States Code; 

(2) $353,500,000 shall be for national priority 
safety programs under section 405 of title 23, 
United States Code; 

(3) $40,300,000 shall be for the high visibility 
enforcement program under section 404 of 
title 23, United States Code; and 

(4) $41,100,800 shall be for grant administra-
tive expenses under chapter 4 of title 23, 
United States Code: 
Provided further, That none of these funds 
shall be used for construction, rehabilita-
tion, or remodeling costs, or for office fur-
nishings and fixtures for State, local or pri-
vate buildings or structures: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $500,000 of the funds made 
available for national priority safety pro-
grams under section 405 of title 23, United 
States Code, for impaired driving counter-
measures (as described in subsection (d) of 
that section) shall be available for technical 
assistance to the States: Provided further, 
That with respect to the ‘‘Transfers’’ provi-

sion under section 405(a)(10) of title 23, 
United States Code, any amounts transferred 
to increase the amounts made available 
under section 402 shall include the obligation 
authority for such amounts: Provided further, 
That the Administrator shall notify the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions of any exercise of the authority grant-
ed under the preceding proviso or under sec-
tion 405(a)(10) of title 23, United States Code, 
within 5 days. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—NATIONAL 
HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
SEC. 140. The limitations on obligations for 

the programs of the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration set in this Act 
shall not apply to obligations for which obli-
gation authority was made available in pre-
vious public laws but only to the extent that 
the obligation authority has not lapsed or 
been used. 

SEC. 141. An additional $130,000 shall be 
made available to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, out of the 
amount limited for section 402 of title 23, 
United States Code, to pay for travel and re-
lated expenses for State management re-
views and to pay for core competency devel-
opment training and related expenses for 
highway safety staff. 

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
SAFETY AND OPERATIONS 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Rail-
road Administration, not otherwise provided 
for, $267,799,000, of which $25,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended. 

RAILROAD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
For necessary expenses for railroad re-

search and development, $54,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of the amounts provided under this 
heading, up to $3,000,000 shall be available 
pursuant to section 20108(d) of title 49, 
United States Code, for the construction, al-
teration, and repair of buildings and im-
provements at the Transportation Tech-
nology Center. 

FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP FOR INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL 

For necessary expenses related to Federal- 
state partnership for intercity passenger rail 
grants as authorized by section 24911 of title 
49, United States Code, $75,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
Secretary may withhold up to 2 percent of 
the amounts made available under this head-
ing in this Act for the costs of award and 
project management oversight of grants car-
ried out under title 49, United States Code. 

CONSOLIDATED RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses related to consoli-

dated rail infrastructure and safety improve-
ments grants, as authorized by section 22907 
of title 49, United States Code, $198,957,997, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of the amounts made available under 
this heading in this Act, $98,957,997 shall be 
made available for the purposes, and in 
amounts, specified for Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending 
in the table entitled ‘‘Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ 
included in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding 
division A of this consolidated Act): Provided 
further, That requirements under subsections 
(g) and (l) of section 22907 of title 49, United 
States Code, shall not apply to the preceding 
proviso: Provided further, That any remaining 
funds available after the distribution of the 
Community Project Funding/Congressionally 
Directed Spending described in this para-
graph shall be available to the Secretary to 
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distribute as discretionary grants under this 
heading: Provided further, That for amounts 
made available under this heading in this 
Act, eligible projects under section 
22907(c)(8) of title 49, United States Code, 
shall also include railroad systems planning 
(including the preparation of regional inter-
city passenger rail plans and state rail plans) 
and railroad project development activities 
(including railroad project planning, prelimi-
nary engineering, design, environmental 
analysis, feasibility studies, and the develop-
ment and analysis of project alternatives): 
Provided further, That section 22905(f) of title 
49, United States Code, shall not apply to 
amounts made available under this heading 
in this Act for projects that implement or 
sustain positive train control systems other-
wise eligible under section 22907(c)(1) of title 
49, United States Code: Provided further, That 
amounts made available under this heading 
in this Act for projects selected for com-
muter rail passenger transportation may be 
transferred by the Secretary, after selection, 
to the appropriate agencies to be adminis-
tered in accordance with chapter 53 of title 
49, United States Code: Provided further, That 
for amounts made available under this head-
ing in this Act, eligible recipients under sec-
tion 22907(b)(7) of title 49, United States 
Code, shall include any holding company of a 
Class II railroad or Class III railroad (as 
those terms are defined in section 20102 of 
title 49, United States Code): Provided fur-
ther, That section 22907(e)(1)(A) of title 49, 
United States Code, shall not apply to 
amounts made available under this heading 
in this Act: Provided further, That section 
22907(e)(1)(A) of title 49, United States Code, 
shall not apply to amounts made available 
under this heading in previous fiscal years if 
such funds are announced in a notice of fund-
ing opportunity that includes funds made 
available under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the preceding proviso 
shall not apply to funds made available 
under this heading in the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act (division J of Public 
Law 117–58): Provided further, That unobli-
gated balances remaining after 6 years from 
the date of enactment of this Act may be 
used for any eligible project under section 
22907(c) of title 49, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may with-
hold up to 2 percent of the amounts made 
available under this heading in this Act for 
the costs of award and project management 
oversight of grants carried out under title 49, 
United States Code. 

NORTHEAST CORRIDOR GRANTS TO THE 
NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 
To enable the Secretary of Transportation 

to make grants to the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation for activities associ-
ated with the Northeast Corridor as author-
ized by section 22101(a) of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58), 
$1,141,442,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the Secretary may re-
tain up to one-half of 1 percent of the 
amounts made available under both this 
heading in this Act and the ‘‘National Net-
work Grants to the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation’’ heading in this Act to 
fund the costs of project management and 
oversight of activities authorized by section 
22101(c) of the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58): Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to the project manage-
ment oversight funds authorized under sec-
tion 22101(c) of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58), the 
Secretary may retain up to an additional 
$5,000,000 of the amounts made available 
under this heading in this Act to fund ex-
penses associated with the Northeast Cor-
ridor Commission established under section 
24905 of title 49, United States Code. 

NATIONAL NETWORK GRANTS TO THE NATIONAL 
RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

To enable the Secretary of Transportation 
to make grants to the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation for activities associ-
ated with the National Network as author-
ized by section 22101(b) of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (division B of Pub-
lic Law 117–58), $1,286,321,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
Secretary may retain up to an additional 
$3,000,000 of the funds provided under this 
heading in this Act to fund expenses associ-
ated with the State-Supported Route Com-
mittee established under section 24712 of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That none of the funds provided under this 
heading in this Act shall be used by Amtrak 
to give notice under subsection (a) or (c) of 
section 24706 of title 49, United States Code, 
with respect to long-distance routes (as de-
fined in section 24102 of title 49, United 
States Code) on which Amtrak is the sole op-
erator on a host railroad’s line and a positive 
train control system is not required by law 
or regulation, or, except in an emergency or 
during maintenance or construction outages 
impacting such routes, to otherwise dis-
continue, reduce the frequency of, suspend, 
or substantially alter the route of rail serv-
ice on any portion of such route operated in 
fiscal year 2018, including implementation of 
service permitted by section 24305(a)(3)(A) of 
title 49, United States Code, in lieu of rail 
service: Provided further, That the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation may use up 
to $66,000,000 of the amounts made available 
under this heading in this Act for corridor 
development activities as authorized by sec-
tion 22101(h) of division B of Public Law 117– 
58: Provided further, That $40,000,000 of the 
amounts made available under this heading 
in this Act shall be for design and construc-
tion activities to improve the concourse and 
related infrastructure for the station at the 
major hub of Amtrak’s National Network. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 150. The amounts made available to 
the Secretary or to the Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration for the costs of award, adminis-
tration, and project management oversight 
of financial assistance which are adminis-
tered by the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion, in this and prior Acts, may be trans-
ferred to the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion’s ‘‘Financial Assistance Oversight and 
Technical Assistance’’ account for the nec-
essary expenses to support the award, admin-
istration, project management oversight, 
and technical assistance of financial assist-
ance administered by the Federal Railroad 
Administration, in the same manner as ap-
propriated for in this and prior Acts: Pro-
vided, That this section shall not apply to 
amounts that were previously designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 151. None of the funds made available 
to the National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion may be used to fund any overtime costs 
in excess of $35,000 for any individual em-
ployee: Provided, That the President of Am-
trak may waive the cap set in the preceding 
proviso for specific employees when the 
President of Amtrak determines such a cap 
poses a risk to the safety and operational ef-
ficiency of the system: Provided further, That 
the President of Amtrak shall report to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions no later than 60 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, a summary of all 

overtime payments incurred by Amtrak for 
2023 and the three prior calendar years: Pro-
vided further, That such summary shall in-
clude the total number of employees that re-
ceived waivers and the total overtime pay-
ments Amtrak paid to employees receiving 
waivers for each month for 2023 and for the 
three prior calendar years. 

SEC. 152. None of the funds made available 
to the National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion under the headings ‘‘Northeast Corridor 
Grants to the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation’’ and ‘‘National Network Grants 
to the National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion’’ may be used to reduce the total num-
ber of Amtrak Police Department uniformed 
officers patrolling on board passenger trains 
or at stations, facilities or rights-of-way 
below the staffing level on May 1, 2019. 

SEC. 153. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation in con-
travention of the Worker Adjustment and 
Retraining Notification Act (29 U.S.C. 2101 et 
seq.). 

SEC. 154. Of the unobligated balances of 
funds remaining from— 

(1) ‘‘Northeast Corridor Improvement Pro-
gram’’ account totaling $126,348 appropriated 
by Public Law 114–113 is hereby permanently 
rescinded; 

(2) ‘‘Railroad Safety Grants’’ account to-
taling $81,257.66 appropriated by Public Law 
113–235 is hereby permanently rescinded; 

(3) ‘‘Capital Assistance for High Speed Rail 
Corridors and Intercity Passenger Rail Serv-
ice’’ account totaling $53,118,096.83 appro-
priated by Public Law 111–117 is hereby per-
manently rescinded; 

(4) ‘‘Next Generation High-Speed Rail’’ ac-
count totaling $94.94 appropriated by Public 
Law 108–447 is hereby permanently rescinded; 
and 

(5) ‘‘Grants to the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation’’ account totaling $678.16 
appropriated by Public Law 108–447 is hereby 
permanently rescinded. 

SEC. 155. It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) long-distance passenger rail routes pro-

vide much-needed transportation access for 
4,700,000 riders in 325 communities in 40 
States and are particularly important in 
rural areas; and 

(2) long-distance passenger rail routes and 
services should be sustained to ensure 
connectivity throughout the National Net-
work (as defined in section 24102 of title 49, 
United States Code). 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
TRANSIT FORMULA GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
For payment of obligations incurred in the 

Federal public transportation assistance pro-
gram in this account, and for payment of ob-
ligations incurred in carrying out the provi-
sions of 49 U.S.C. 5305, 5307, 5310, 5311, 5312, 
5314, 5318, 5329(e)(6), 5334, 5335, 5337, 5339, and 
5340, section 20005(b) of Public Law 112–141, 
and section 3006(b) of Public Law 114–94, 
$13,990,000,000, to be derived from the Mass 
Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund 
and to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That funds available for the imple-
mentation or execution of programs author-
ized under 49 U.S.C. 5305, 5307, 5310, 5311, 5312, 
5314, 5318, 5329(e)(6), 5334, 5335, 5337, 5339, and 
5340, section 20005(b) of Public Law 112–141, 
and section 3006(b) of Public Law 114–94, shall 
not exceed total obligations of $13,990,000,000 
in fiscal year 2024. 

TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS 
For an additional amount for ferry boats 

grants under section 5307(h) of title 49, 
United States Code, Tribal technical assist-
ance under section 5311(b)(3)(C) of such title, 
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bus testing facilities under section 5318 of 
such title, accelerating the adoption of zero 
emission buses under section 5312 of such 
title, Community Project Funding/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending for projects and 
activities eligible under chapter 53 of such 
title, and ferry service for rural communities 
under section 71103 of division G of Public 
Law 117–58, $252,386,844, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That of the sums 
provided under this heading in this Act— 

(1) $20,000,000 shall be available for ferry 
boat grants as authorized under section 
5307(h) of such title: Provided, That of the 
amounts provided under this paragraph, no 
less than $5,000,000 shall be available for low 
or zero emission ferries or ferries using elec-
tric battery or fuel cell components and the 
infrastructure to support such ferries; 

(2) $500,000 shall be available for technical 
assistance and resources to Tribes through 
the national rural transportation assistance 
program authorized under section 
5311(b)(3)(C) of such title; 

(3) $1,500,000 shall be available for the oper-
ation and maintenance of the bus testing fa-
cilities selected under section 5318 of such 
title; 

(4) $206,817,976 shall be available for the 
purposes, and in amounts, specified for Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending in the table entitled ‘‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’’ included in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act): Provided, That unless otherwise 
specified, applicable requirements under 
chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code, 
shall apply to amounts made available in 
this paragraph, except that the Federal 
share of the costs for a project in this para-
graph shall be in an amount equal to 80 per-
cent of the net costs of the project, unless 
the Secretary approves a higher maximum 
Federal share of the net costs of the project 
consistent with administration of similar 
projects funded under chapter 53 of title 49, 
United States Code; 

(5) $20,000,000 shall be available for ferry 
service for rural communities under section 
71103 of division G of Public Law 117–58: Pro-
vided, That for amounts made available in 
this paragraph, notwithstanding section 
71103(a)(2)(B), eligible service shall include 
passenger ferry service that serves at least 
two rural areas with a single segment over 15 
miles between the two rural areas and is not 
otherwise eligible under section 5307(h) of 
title 49, United States Code: Provided further, 
That entities that provide eligible service 
pursuant to the preceding proviso may use 
amounts made available in this paragraph 
for public transportation capital projects to 
support any ferry service between two rural 
areas; and 

(6) $3,568,868 shall be available to support 
technical assistance, research, demonstra-
tion, or deployment activities or projects to 
accelerate the adoption of zero emission 
buses in public transit as authorized under 
section 5312 of title 49, United States Code: 
Provided further, That amounts made avail-
able under this heading in this Act shall be 
derived from the general fund: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts made available under 
this heading in this Act shall not be subject 
to any limitation on obligations for transit 
programs set forth in this or any other Act. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING 
For necessary expenses to carry out sec-

tion 5314 of title 49, United States Code, 
$7,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That the assistance 
provided under this heading does not dupli-
cate the activities of section 5311(b) or sec-
tion 5312 of title 49, United States Code: Pro-

vided further, That amounts made available 
under this heading are in addition to any 
other amounts made available for such pur-
poses: Provided further, That amounts made 
available under this heading shall not be 
subject to any limitation on obligations set 
forth in this or any other Act. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT GRANTS 
For necessary expenses to carry out fixed 

guideway capital investment grants under 
section 5309 of title 49, United States Code, 
and section 3005(b) of the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act (Public Law 114– 
94), $2,205,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of the sums appro-
priated under this heading in this Act— 

(1) $2,130,950,000 shall be available for 
projects authorized under section 5309(d) of 
title 49, United States Code; and 

(2) up to $52,000,000 shall be available for 
projects authorized under section 3005(b) of 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
continue to administer the capital invest-
ment grants program in accordance with the 
procedural and substantive requirements of 
section 5309 of title 49, United States Code, 
and of section 3005(b) of the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act: Provided further, 
That projects that receive a grant agreement 
under the expedited project delivery for cap-
ital investment grants pilot program under 
section 3005(b) of the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act shall be deemed eli-
gible for funding provided for projects under 
section 5309 of title 49, United States Code, 
without further evaluation or rating under 
such section: Provided further, That such 
funding shall not exceed the Federal share 
under section 3005(b): Provided further, That 
for funds made available under this heading 
in division J of Public Law 117–58 the second 
through sixth provisos shall be treated as in-
applicable for fiscal year 2024: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts repurposed pursuant to 
the preceding proviso that were previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget are designated as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for 
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2024 budget enforcement 
in the House of Representatives. 

GRANTS TO THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

For grants to the Washington Metropoli-
tan Area Transit Authority as authorized 
under section 601 of division B of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improvement 
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–432), $150,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That the Secretary of Transportation shall 
approve grants for capital and preventive 
maintenance expenditures for the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
only after receiving and reviewing a request 
for each specific project: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall determine that the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Au-
thority has placed the highest priority on 
those investments that will improve the 
safety of the system before approving such 
grants. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 160. The limitations on obligations for 

the programs of the Federal Transit Admin-
istration shall not apply to any authority 
under 49 U.S.C. 5338, previously made avail-
able for obligation, or to any other authority 
previously made available for obligation. 

SEC. 161. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds appropriated or limited by 
this Act under the heading ‘‘Capital Invest-
ment Grants’’ of the Federal Transit Admin-
istration for projects specified in this Act 
not obligated by September 30, 2027, and 
other recoveries, shall be directed to projects 
eligible to use the funds for the purposes for 
which they were originally provided. 

SEC. 162. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds appropriated before 
October 1, 2023, under any section of chapter 
53 of title 49, United States Code, that re-
main available for expenditure, may be 
transferred to and administered under the 
most recent appropriation heading for any 
such section. 

SEC. 163. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act shall be used to 
adjust apportionments or withhold funds 
from apportionments pursuant to section 
9503(e)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (26 U.S.C. 9503(e)(4)). 

SEC. 164. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act shall be used to 
impede or hinder project advancement or ap-
proval for any project seeking a Federal con-
tribution from the capital investment grants 
program of greater than 40 percent of project 
costs as authorized under section 5309 of title 
49, United States Code. 

SEC. 165. Of the unobligated balances made 
available before October 1, 2013 for ‘‘Transit 
Research’’ in Treasury Account 69–X–1137, 
$977,955 is hereby permanently rescinded. 

GREAT LAKES ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

The Great Lakes St. Lawrence Seaway De-
velopment Corporation is hereby authorized 
to make such expenditures, within the limits 
of funds and borrowing authority available 
to the Corporation, and in accord with law, 
and to make such contracts and commit-
ments without regard to fiscal year limita-
tions, as provided by section 9104 of title 31, 
United States Code, as may be necessary in 
carrying out the programs set forth in the 
Corporation’s budget for the current fiscal 
year. 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
(HARBOR MAINTENANCE TRUST FUND) 

For necessary expenses to conduct the op-
erations, maintenance, and capital infra-
structure activities on portions of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway owned, operated, and 
maintained by the Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation, 
$40,288,000, to be derived from the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund, pursuant to sec-
tion 210 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2238): Provided, That of 
the amounts made available under this head-
ing, not less than $16,300,000 shall be for the 
seaway infrastructure program. 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 
MARITIME SECURITY PROGRAM 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 
For necessary expenses to maintain and 

preserve a U.S.-flag merchant fleet as au-
thorized under chapter 531 of title 46, United 
States Code, to serve the national security 
needs of the United States, $318,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of the unobligated balances from prior 
year appropriations available under this 
heading, $17,000,000 are hereby permanently 
rescinded. 

CABLE SECURITY FLEET 
For the cable security fleet program, as 

authorized under chapter 532 of title 46, 
United States Code, $10,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

TANKER SECURITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

For Tanker Security Fleet payments, as 
authorized under section 53406 of title 46, 
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United States Code, $60,000,000, to remain 
available until expended: Provided, That 
funds appropriated for the tanker security 
fleet program in the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2022 (Public Law 117–103) shall be 
available as authorized under section 53406 of 
title 46, United States Code, and for the Sec-
retary to timely reimburse each program 
participant up to $2,500,000 for each of its 
vessels covered by an operating agreement 
under section 53403 of title 46, United States 
Code, for verifiable training and other costs 
incurred to ensure that mariners on such 
vessels are fully qualified to meet the spe-
cialized requirements to serve on product 
tank vessels: Provided further, That of the 
unobligated balances from prior year appro-
priations available under this heading, 
$21,000,000 are hereby permanently rescinded. 

OPERATIONS AND TRAINING 
For necessary expenses of operations and 

training activities authorized by law, 
$267,775,000: Provided, That of the sums appro-
priated under this heading— 

(1) $92,729,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2025, for the operations of the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy; 

(2) $22,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended for facilities maintenance and re-
pair, and equipment, at the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy; 

(3) $70,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended for capital improvements at the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy; 

(4) $7,500,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2025, for the maritime environ-
mental and technical assistance program au-
thorized under section 50307 of title 46, 
United States Code; and 

(5) $5,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended, for the United States marine high-
way program to make grants for the pur-
poses authorized under section 55601 of title 
46, United States Code: 
Provided further, That the Administrator of 
the Maritime Administration shall transmit 
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations the annual report on sexual as-
sault and sexual harassment at the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy as re-
quired pursuant to section 3510 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2017 (46 U.S.C. 51318): Provided further, 
That available balances under this heading 
for the short sea transportation program or 
America’s marine highway program (now 
known as the United States marine highway 
program) from prior year recoveries shall be 
available to carry out activities authorized 
under section 55601 of title 46, United States 
Code. 

STATE MARITIME ACADEMY OPERATIONS 
For necessary expenses of operations, sup-

port, and training activities for State Mari-
time Academies, $125,788,000: Provided, That 
of the sums appropriated under this head-
ing— 

(1) $22,000,000 shall remain available until 
expended for maintenance, repair, and life 
extension of training ships at the State Mar-
itime Academies; 

(2) $86,588,000 shall remain available until 
expended for the national security multi- 
mission vessel program, including funds for 
construction, planning, administration, and 
design of school ships and, as determined by 
the Secretary, necessary expenses to design, 
plan, construct infrastructure, and purchase 
equipment necessary to berth such ships, of 
which up to $8,900,000 may be used for ex-
penses related to the oversight and manage-
ment of school ships to include the purchase 
of equipment and the repair and mainte-
nance of training vessels: Provided, That 
such funds may be used to reimburse State 
Maritime Academies for costs incurred prior 
to the date of enactment of this Act; 

(3) $2,400,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2028, for the student incentive 
program; 

(4) $8,800,000 shall remain available until 
expended for training ship fuel assistance; 
and 

(5) $6,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2025, for direct payments for 
State Maritime Academies. 

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL SHIPYARDS 
To make grants to qualified shipyards as 

authorized under section 54101 of title 46, 
United States Code, $8,750,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

SHIP DISPOSAL 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

For necessary expenses related to the dis-
posal of obsolete vessels in the National De-
fense Reserve Fleet of the Maritime Admin-
istration, $6,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That of the unobligated 
balances from prior year appropriations 
made available under this heading, $3,664,000 
are hereby permanently rescinded. 

MARITIME GUARANTEED LOAN (TITLE XI) 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For the cost of guaranteed loans, 

$53,586,000, of which $50,586,000 shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That such 
costs, including the costs of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as amend-
ed: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$3,000,000 shall be for administrative ex-
penses to carry out the guaranteed loan pro-
gram, which shall be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriations for ‘‘Mari-
time Administration—Operations and Train-
ing’’. 

PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM 

To make grants to improve port facilities 
as authorized under section 54301 of title 46, 
United States Code, and section 3501(a)(9) of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2024 (Public Law 118–31), 
$120,460,124, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the sums appro-
priated under this heading in this Act— 

(1) $50,000,000 shall be for projects for coast-
al seaports, inland river ports, or Great 
Lakes ports, of which not less than 
$42,000,000 shall be for coastal seaports or 
Great Lakes ports: Provided, That for grants 
awarded under this paragraph in this Act, 
the minimum grant size shall be $1,000,000; 
and 

(2) $70,460,124 shall be for the purposes, and 
in the amounts, specified for Community 
Project Funding included in the table enti-
tled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ included in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 170. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, in addition to any existing 
authority, the Maritime Administration is 
authorized to furnish utilities and services 
and make necessary repairs in connection 
with any lease, contract, or occupancy in-
volving Government property under control 
of the Maritime Administration: Provided, 
That payments received therefor shall be 
credited to the appropriation charged with 
the cost thereof and shall remain available 
until expended: Provided further, That rental 
payments under any such lease, contract, or 
occupancy for items other than such utili-
ties, services, or repairs shall be deposited 
into the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 

SEC. 171. There is hereby appropriated 
$12,000,000, to remain available until ex-

pended, for expenses necessary for the Sec-
retary of Transportation to enter into a con-
tract to complete the designs of ten sealift 
vessels for the National Defense Reserve 
Fleet. 

PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 

For necessary operational expenses of the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, $31,681,000, of which $4,500,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2026. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 

For expenses necessary to discharge the 
hazardous materials safety functions of the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, $74,556,000, of which $12,070,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2026, of which $1,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for carrying out section 5107(i) of title 
49, United States Code: Provided, That up to 
$800,000 in fees collected under section 5108(g) 
of title 49, United States Code, shall be de-
posited in the general fund of the Treasury 
as offsetting receipts: Provided further, That 
there may be credited to this appropriation, 
to be available until expended, funds re-
ceived from States, counties, municipalities, 
other public authorities, and private sources 
for expenses incurred for training, for re-
ports publication and dissemination, and for 
travel expenses incurred in performance of 
hazardous materials exemptions and approv-
als functions. 

PIPELINE SAFETY 

(PIPELINE SAFETY FUND) 

(OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST FUND) 

For expenses necessary to carry out a pipe-
line safety program, as authorized by section 
60107 of title 49, United States Code, and to 
discharge the pipeline program responsibil-
ities of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (Public 
Law 101–380), $218,186,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2026, of which $30,000,000 
shall be derived from the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund; of which $180,786,000 shall be de-
rived from the Pipeline Safety Fund; of 
which $400,000 shall be derived from the fees 
collected under section 60303 of title 49, 
United States Code, and deposited in the Liq-
uefied Natural Gas Siting Account for com-
pliance reviews of liquefied natural gas fa-
cilities; and of which $7,000,000 shall be de-
rived from fees collected under section 60302 
of title 49, United States Code, and deposited 
in the Underground Natural Gas Storage Fa-
cility Safety Account for the purpose of car-
rying out section 60141 of title 49, United 
States Code: Provided, That not less than 
$1,058,000 of the amounts made available 
under this heading shall be for the one-call 
state grant program: Provided further, That 
any amounts made available under this 
heading in this Act or in prior Acts for re-
search contracts, grants, cooperative agree-
ments or research other transactions agree-
ments (OTAs) shall require written notifica-
tion to the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations not less than 3 full business 
days before such research contracts, grants, 
cooperative agreements, or research OTAs 
are announced by the Department of Trans-
portation: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall transmit to the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations the report 
on pipeline safety testing enhancement as 
required pursuant to section 105 of the Pro-
tecting our Infrastructure of Pipelines and 
Enhancing Safety Act of 2020 (division R of 
Public Law 116–260): Provided further, That 
the Secretary may obligate amounts made 
available under this heading to engineer, 
erect, alter, and repair buildings or make 
any other public improvements for research 
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facilities at the Transportation Technology 
Center after the Secretary submits an up-
dated research plan and the report in the 
preceding proviso to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations and after 
such plan and report in the preceding proviso 
are approved by the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANTS 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUND) 
For expenses necessary to carry out the 

Emergency Preparedness Grants program, 
not more than $46,825,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026, from amounts 
made available by section 5116(h) and sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 5128 of title 49, 
United States Code: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 5116(h)(4) of title 49, United 
States Code, not more than 4 percent of the 
amounts made available from this account 
shall be available to pay the administrative 
costs of carrying out sections 5116, 5107(e), 
and 5108(g)(2) of title 49, United States Code: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 5128 of title 49, 
United States Code, and the limitation on 
obligations provided under this heading, 
prior year recoveries recognized in the cur-
rent year shall be available to develop and 
deliver hazardous materials emergency re-
sponse training for emergency responders, 
including response activities for the trans-
portation of crude oil, ethanol, flammable 
liquids, and other hazardous commodities by 
rail, consistent with National Fire Protec-
tion Association standards, and to make 
such training available through an elec-
tronic format: Provided further, That the 
prior year recoveries made available under 
this heading shall also be available to carry 
out sections 5116(a)(1)(C), 5116(h), 5116(i), 
5116(j), and 5107(e) of title 49, United States 
Code. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General to carry out the provisions 
of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as 
amended, $116,452,000: Provided, That the In-
spector General shall have all necessary au-
thority, in carrying out the duties specified 
in the Inspector General Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App.), to investigate allegations of 
fraud, including false statements to the gov-
ernment (18 U.S.C. 1001), by any person or en-
tity that is subject to regulation by the De-
partment of Transportation. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

SEC. 180. (a) During the current fiscal year, 
applicable appropriations to the Department 
of Transportation shall be available for 
maintenance and operation of aircraft; hire 
of passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; 
purchase of liability insurance for motor ve-
hicles operating in foreign countries on offi-
cial department business; and uniforms or al-
lowances therefor, as authorized by sections 
5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States Code. 

(b) During the current fiscal year, applica-
ble appropriations to the Department and its 
operating administrations shall be available 
for the purchase, maintenance, operation, 
and deployment of unmanned aircraft sys-
tems that advance the missions of the De-
partment of Transportation or an operating 
administration of the Department of Trans-
portation. 

(c) Any unmanned aircraft system pur-
chased, procured, or contracted for by the 
Department prior to the date of enactment 
of this Act shall be deemed authorized by 
Congress as if this provision was in effect 
when the system was purchased, procured, or 
contracted for. 

SEC. 181. Appropriations contained in this 
Act for the Department of Transportation 
shall be available for services as authorized 
by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, 
but at rates for individuals not to exceed the 
per diem rate equivalent to the rate for an 
Executive Level IV. 

SEC. 182. (a) No recipient of amounts made 
available by this Act shall disseminate per-
sonal information (as defined in section 
2725(3) of title 18, United States Code) ob-
tained by a State department of motor vehi-
cles in connection with a motor vehicle 
record as defined in section 2725(1) of title 18, 
United States Code, except as provided in 
section 2721 of title 18, United States Code, 
for a use permitted under section 2721 of title 
18, United States Code. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall not withhold amounts made 
available by this Act for any grantee if a 
State is in noncompliance with this provi-
sion. 

SEC. 183. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be available for salaries and 
expenses of more than 125 political and Pres-
idential appointees in the Department of 
Transportation: Provided, That none of the 
personnel covered by this provision may be 
assigned on temporary detail outside the De-
partment of Transportation. 

SEC. 184. Funds received by the Federal 
Highway Administration and Federal Rail-
road Administration from States, counties, 
municipalities, other public authorities, and 
private sources for expenses incurred for 
training may be credited respectively to the 
Federal Highway Administration’s ‘‘Federal- 
Aid Highways’’ account and to the Federal 
Railroad Administration’s ‘‘Safety and Oper-
ations’’ account, except for State rail safety 
inspectors participating in training pursuant 
to section 20105 of title 49, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 185. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or in title VIII of division J of 
Public Law 117–58 to the Department of 
Transportation may be used to make a loan, 
loan guarantee, line of credit, letter of in-
tent, federally funded cooperative agree-
ment, full funding grant agreement, or dis-
cretionary grant unless the Secretary of 
Transportation notifies the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations not less 
than 3 full business days before any project 
competitively selected to receive any discre-
tionary grant award, letter of intent, loan 
commitment, loan guarantee commitment, 
line of credit commitment, federally funded 
cooperative agreement, or full funding grant 
agreement is announced by the Department 
or its operating administrations: Provided, 
That the Secretary of Transportation shall 
provide the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations with a comprehensive list of 
all such loans, loan guarantees, lines of cred-
it, letters of intent, federally funded cooper-
ative agreements, full funding grant agree-
ments, and discretionary grants prior to the 
notification required under the preceding 
proviso: Provided further, That the Secretary 
gives concurrent notification to the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
for any ‘‘quick release’’ of funds from the 
emergency relief program: Provided further, 
That no notification shall involve funds that 
are not available for obligation. 

SEC. 186. Rebates, refunds, incentive pay-
ments, minor fees, and other funds received 
by the Department of Transportation from 
travel management centers, charge card pro-
grams, the subleasing of building space, and 
miscellaneous sources are to be credited to 
appropriations of the Department of Trans-
portation and allocated to organizational 
units of the Department of Transportation 
using fair and equitable criteria and such 
funds shall be available until expended. 

SEC. 187. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, if any funds provided by or lim-
ited by this Act are subject to a reprogram-
ming action that requires notice to be pro-
vided to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations, transmission of such re-
programming notice shall be provided solely 
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations, and such reprogramming ac-
tion shall be approved or denied solely by the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided, That the Secretary of Trans-
portation may provide notice to other con-
gressional committees of the action of the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions on such reprogramming but not sooner 
than 30 days after the date on which the re-
programming action has been approved or 
denied by the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations. 

SEC. 188. Funds appropriated by this Act to 
the operating administrations may be obli-
gated for the Office of the Secretary for the 
costs related to assessments or reimbursable 
agreements only when such amounts are for 
the costs of goods and services that are pur-
chased to provide a direct benefit to the ap-
plicable operating administration or admin-
istrations. 

SEC. 189. The Secretary of Transportation 
is authorized to carry out a program that es-
tablishes uniform standards for developing 
and supporting agency transit pass and tran-
sit benefits authorized under section 7905 of 
title 5, United States Code, including dis-
tribution of transit benefits by various paper 
and electronic media. 

SEC. 190. The Department of Transpor-
tation may use funds provided by this Act, or 
any other Act, to assist a contract under 
title 49 or 23 of the United States Code uti-
lizing geographic, economic, or any other 
hiring preference not otherwise authorized 
by law, or to amend a rule, regulation, policy 
or other measure that forbids a recipient of 
a Federal Highway Administration or Fed-
eral Transit Administration grant from im-
posing such hiring preference on a contract 
or construction project with which the De-
partment of Transportation is assisting, only 
if the grant recipient certifies the following: 

(1) that except with respect to apprentices 
or trainees, a pool of readily available but 
unemployed individuals possessing the 
knowledge, skill, and ability to perform the 
work that the contract requires resides in 
the jurisdiction; 

(2) that the grant recipient will include ap-
propriate provisions in its bid document en-
suring that the contractor does not displace 
any of its existing employees in order to sat-
isfy such hiring preference; and 

(3) that any increase in the cost of labor, 
training, or delays resulting from the use of 
such hiring preference does not delay or dis-
place any transportation project in the ap-
plicable statewide transportation improve-
ment program or transportation improve-
ment program. 

SEC. 191. The Secretary of Transportation 
shall coordinate with the Secretary of Home-
land Security to ensure that best practices 
for Industrial Control Systems Procurement 
are up-to-date and shall ensure that systems 
procured with funds provided under this title 
were procured using such practices. 

SEC. 192. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
the American Security Drone Act of 2023 
(subtitle B of title XVIII of division A of 
Public Law 118–31). 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Transportation Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 
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TITLE II 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

For necessary salaries and expenses for Ex-
ecutive Offices, which shall be comprised of 
the offices of the Secretary, Deputy Sec-
retary, Adjudicatory Services, Congressional 
and Intergovernmental Relations, Public Af-
fairs, Small and Disadvantaged Business Uti-
lization, and the Center for Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships, $19,400,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $25,000 of the 
amount made available under this heading 
shall be available to the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (referred to in 
this title as ‘‘the Secretary’’) for official re-
ception and representation expenses as the 
Secretary may determine. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OFFICES 
For necessary salaries and expenses for Ad-

ministrative Support Offices, $686,400,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2025: 
Provided, That of the sums appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) $91,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Financial Officer; 

(2) $129,700,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the General Counsel, of which not less 
than $21,700,000 shall be for the Departmental 
Enforcement Center; 

(3) $239,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Administration; 

(4) $52,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Human Capital Officer; 

(5) $32,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Procurement Officer; 

(6) $68,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Field Policy and Management; 

(7) $4,700,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Departmental Equal Employment Op-
portunity; and 

(8) $70,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Chief Information Officer: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
under this heading may be used for necessary 
administrative and non-administrative ex-
penses of the Department, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including purchase of uniforms, or 
allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
services as authorized by section 3109 of title 
5, United States Code: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
funds appropriated under this heading may 
be used for advertising and promotional ac-
tivities that directly support program activi-
ties funded in this title. 

PROGRAM OFFICES 
For necessary salaries and expenses for 

Program Offices, $1,097,164,130, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That of the sums appropriated under this 
heading— 

(1) $286,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Public and Indian Housing; 

(2) $168,514,130 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Community Planning and Develop-
ment; 

(3) $487,550,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Housing; 

(4) $41,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Policy Development and Research; 

(5) $102,900,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity; 
and 

(6) $11,200,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy 
Homes. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the working capital fund for the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 

(referred to in this paragraph as the 
‘‘Fund’’), pursuant, in part, to section 7(f) of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act (42 U.S.C. 3535(f)), amounts 
transferred, including reimbursements pur-
suant to section 7(f), to the Fund under this 
heading shall be available only for Federal 
shared services used by offices and agencies 
of the Department, and for any such portion 
of any office or agency’s printing, records 
management, space renovation, furniture, or 
supply services the Secretary has deter-
mined shall be provided through the Fund, 
and the operational expenses of the Fund: 
Provided, That amounts within the Fund 
shall not be available to provide services not 
specifically authorized under this heading: 
Provided further, That upon a determination 
by the Secretary that any other service (or 
portion thereof) authorized under this head-
ing shall be provided through the Fund, 
amounts made available in this title for sal-
aries and expenses under the headings ‘‘Exec-
utive Offices’’, ‘‘Administrative Support Of-
fices’’, ‘‘Program Offices’’, and ‘‘Government 
National Mortgage Association’’, for such 
services shall be transferred to the Fund, to 
remain available until expended: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall notify the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions of its plans for executing such transfers 
at least 15 days in advance of such transfers. 

PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING 
TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

For activities and assistance for the provi-
sion of tenant-based rental assistance au-
thorized under the United States Housing 
Act of 1937, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1437 et 
seq.) (in this title ‘‘the Act’’), not otherwise 
provided for, $28,386,831,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, which shall be available 
on October 1, 2023 (in addition to the 
$4,000,000,000 previously appropriated under 
this heading that shall be available on Octo-
ber 1, 2023), of which $6,000,000,000 is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, and 
$4,000,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be available on October 
1, 2024: Provided, That of the sums appro-
priated under this heading— 

(1) $28,490,955,000 shall be available for re-
newals of expiring section 8 tenant-based an-
nual contributions contracts (including re-
newals of enhanced vouchers under any pro-
vision of law authorizing such assistance 
under section 8(t) of the Act) and including 
renewal of other special purpose incremental 
vouchers: Provided, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, from amounts 
provided under this paragraph and any car-
ryover, the Secretary for the calendar year 
2024 funding cycle shall provide renewal 
funding for each public housing agency based 
on validated voucher management system 
(VMS) leasing and cost data for the prior cal-
endar year and by applying an inflation fac-
tor as established by the Secretary, by no-
tice published in the Federal Register, and 
by making any necessary adjustments for 
the costs associated with the first-time re-
newal of vouchers under this paragraph in-
cluding tenant protection and Choice Neigh-
borhoods vouchers: Provided further, That 
none of the funds provided under this para-
graph may be used to fund a total number of 
unit months under lease which exceeds a 
public housing agency’s authorized level of 
units under contract, except for public hous-
ing agencies participating in the Moving to 
Work (MTW) demonstration, which are in-
stead governed in accordance with the re-
quirements of the MTW demonstration pro-
gram or their MTW agreements, if any: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall, to 

the extent necessary to stay within the 
amount specified under this paragraph (ex-
cept as otherwise modified under this para-
graph), prorate each public housing agency’s 
allocation otherwise established pursuant to 
this paragraph: Provided further, That except 
as provided in the following provisos, the en-
tire amount specified under this paragraph 
(except as otherwise modified under this 
paragraph) shall be obligated to the public 
housing agencies based on the allocation and 
pro rata method described above, and the 
Secretary shall notify public housing agen-
cies of their annual budget by the latter of 60 
days after enactment of this Act or March 1, 
2024: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may extend the notification period only 
after the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations are notified at least 10 busi-
ness days in advance of the extension: Pro-
vided further, That public housing agencies 
participating in the MTW demonstration 
shall be funded in accordance with the re-
quirements of the MTW demonstration pro-
gram or their MTW agreements, if any, and 
shall be subject to the same pro rata adjust-
ments under the preceding provisos: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may offset public 
housing agencies’ calendar year 2024 alloca-
tions based on the excess amounts of public 
housing agencies’ net restricted assets ac-
counts, including HUD-held programmatic 
reserves (in accordance with VMS data in 
calendar year 2023 that is verifiable and com-
plete), as determined by the Secretary: Pro-
vided further, That public housing agencies 
participating in the MTW demonstration 
shall also be subject to the offset, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, excluding amounts 
subject to the single fund budget authority 
provisions of their MTW agreements, from 
the agencies’ calendar year 2024 MTW fund-
ing allocation: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall use any offset referred to in 
the preceding two provisos throughout the 
calendar year to prevent the termination of 
rental assistance for families as the result of 
insufficient funding, as determined by the 
Secretary, and to avoid or reduce the prora-
tion of renewal funding allocations: Provided 
further, That up to $200,000,000 shall be avail-
able only: 

(A) for adjustments in the allocations for 
public housing agencies, after application for 
an adjustment by a public housing agency 
that experienced a significant increase, as 
determined by the Secretary, in renewal 
costs of vouchers resulting from unforeseen 
circumstances or from portability under sec-
tion 8(r) of the Act; 

(B) for vouchers that were not in use dur-
ing the previous 12-month period in order to 
be available to meet a commitment pursuant 
to section 8(o)(13) of the Act, or an adjust-
ment for a funding obligation not yet ex-
pended in the previous calendar year for a 
MTW-eligible activity to develop affordable 
housing for an agency added to the MTW 
demonstration under the expansion author-
ity provided in section 239 of the Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016 
(division L of Public Law 114–113); 

(C) for adjustments for costs associated 
with HUD–Veterans Affairs Supportive Hous-
ing (HUD–VASH) vouchers; 

(D) for public housing agencies that despite 
taking reasonable cost savings measures, as 
determined by the Secretary, would other-
wise be required to terminate rental assist-
ance for families as a result of insufficient 
funding; 

(E) for adjustments in the allocations for 
public housing agencies that— 

(i) are leasing a lower-than-average per-
centage of their authorized vouchers, 

(ii) have low amounts of budget authority 
in their net restricted assets accounts and 
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HUD-held programmatic reserves, relative to 
other agencies, and 

(iii) are not participating in the Moving to 
Work demonstration, to enable such agencies 
to lease more vouchers; 

(F) for withheld payments in accordance 
with section 8(o)(8)(A)(ii) of the Act for 
months in the previous calendar year that 
were subsequently paid by the public housing 
agency after the agency’s actual costs were 
validated; and 

(G) for public housing agencies that have 
experienced increased costs or loss of units 
in an area for which the President declared a 
disaster under title IV of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170 et seq.): 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall al-
locate amounts under the preceding proviso 
based on need, as determined by the Sec-
retary; 

(2) $337,000,000 shall be available for section 
8 rental assistance for relocation and re-
placement of housing units that are demol-
ished or disposed of pursuant to section 18 of 
the Act, conversion of section 23 projects to 
assistance under section 8, relocation of wit-
nesses (including victims of violent crimes) 
in connection with efforts to combat crime 
in public and assisted housing pursuant to a 
request from a law enforcement or prosecu-
tion agency, enhanced vouchers under any 
provision of law authorizing such assistance 
under section 8(t) of the Act, Choice Neigh-
borhood vouchers, mandatory and voluntary 
conversions, and tenant protection assist-
ance including replacement and relocation 
assistance or for project-based assistance to 
prevent the displacement of unassisted elder-
ly tenants currently residing in section 202 
properties financed between 1959 and 1974 
that are refinanced pursuant to Public Law 
106–569, as amended, or under the authority 
as provided under this Act: Provided, That 
when a public housing development is sub-
mitted for demolition or disposition under 
section 18 of the Act, the Secretary may pro-
vide section 8 rental assistance when the 
units pose an imminent health and safety 
risk to residents: Provided further, That the 
Secretary may provide section 8 rental as-
sistance from amounts made available under 
this paragraph for units assisted under a 
project-based subsidy contract funded under 
the ‘‘Project-Based Rental Assistance’’ head-
ing under this title where the owner has re-
ceived a Notice of Default and the units pose 
an imminent health and safety risk to resi-
dents: Provided further, That of the amounts 
made available under this paragraph, no less 
than $5,000,000 may be available to provide 
tenant protection assistance, not otherwise 
provided under this paragraph, to residents 
residing in low vacancy areas and who may 
have to pay rents greater than 30 percent of 
household income, as the result of: (A) the 
maturity of a HUD-insured, HUD-held or sec-
tion 202 loan that requires the permission of 
the Secretary prior to loan prepayment; (B) 
the expiration of a rental assistance contract 
for which the tenants are not eligible for en-
hanced voucher or tenant protection assist-
ance under existing law; or (C) the expiration 
of affordability restrictions accompanying a 
mortgage or preservation program adminis-
tered by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That such tenant protection assistance made 
available under the preceding proviso may be 
provided under the authority of section 8(t) 
or section 8(o)(13) of the Act: Provided fur-
ther, That any tenant protection voucher 
made available from amounts under this 
paragraph shall not be reissued by any public 
housing agency, except the replacement 
vouchers as defined by the Secretary by no-
tice, when the initial family that received 
any such voucher no longer receives such 
voucher, and the authority for any public 

housing agency to issue any such voucher 
shall cease to exist: Provided further, That 
the Secretary may only provide replacement 
vouchers for units that were occupied within 
the previous 24 months that cease to be 
available as assisted housing, subject only to 
the availability of funds; 

(3) $2,770,935,000 shall be available for ad-
ministrative and other expenses of public 
housing agencies in administering the sec-
tion 8 tenant-based rental assistance pro-
gram, of which up to $30,000,000 shall be 
available to the Secretary to allocate to pub-
lic housing agencies that need additional 
funds to administer their section 8 programs, 
including fees associated with section 8 ten-
ant protection rental assistance, the admin-
istration of disaster related vouchers, HUD– 
VASH vouchers, and other special purpose 
incremental vouchers: Provided, That no less 
than $2,740,935,000 of the amount provided in 
this paragraph shall be allocated to public 
housing agencies for the calendar year 2024 
funding cycle based on section 8(q) of the Act 
(and related appropriation Act provisions) as 
in effect immediately before the enactment 
of the Quality Housing and Work Responsi-
bility Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–276): Pro-
vided further, That if the amounts made 
available under this paragraph are insuffi-
cient to pay the amounts determined under 
the preceding proviso, the Secretary may de-
crease the amounts allocated to agencies by 
a uniform percentage applicable to all agen-
cies receiving funding under this paragraph 
or may, to the extent necessary to provide 
full payment of amounts determined under 
the preceding proviso, utilize unobligated 
balances, including recaptures and carry-
over, remaining from funds appropriated 
under this heading from prior fiscal years, 
excluding special purpose vouchers, notwith-
standing the purposes for which such 
amounts were appropriated: Provided further, 
That all public housing agencies partici-
pating in the MTW demonstration shall be 
funded in accordance with the requirements 
of the MTW demonstration program or their 
MTW agreements, if any, and shall be sub-
ject to the same uniform percentage de-
crease as under the preceding proviso: Pro-
vided further, That amounts provided under 
this paragraph shall be only for activities re-
lated to the provision of tenant-based rental 
assistance authorized under section 8, in-
cluding related development activities; 

(4) $742,941,000 shall be available for the re-
newal of tenant-based assistance contracts 
under section 811 of the Cranston-Gonzalez 
National Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 
8013), including necessary administrative ex-
penses: Provided, That administrative and 
other expenses of public housing agencies in 
administering the special purpose vouchers 
in this paragraph shall be funded under the 
same terms and be subject to the same pro 
rata reduction as the percent decrease for 
administrative and other expenses to public 
housing agencies under paragraph (3) of this 
heading: Provided further, That up to 
$10,000,000 shall be available only— 

(A) for adjustments in the allocation for 
public housing agencies, after applications 
for an adjustment by a public housing agen-
cy that experienced a significant increase, as 
determined by the Secretary, in Mainstream 
renewal costs resulting from unforeseen cir-
cumstances; and 

(B) for public housing agencies that despite 
taking reasonable cost savings measures, as 
determined by the Secretary, would other-
wise be required to terminate the rental as-
sistance for Mainstream families as a result 
of insufficient funding: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall al-
locate amounts under the preceding proviso 
based on need, as determined by the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That upon turnover, 

section 811 special purpose vouchers funded 
under this heading in this or prior Acts, or 
under any other heading in prior Acts, shall 
be provided to non-elderly persons with dis-
abilities; 

(5) of the amounts provided under para-
graph (1), up to $7,500,000 shall be available 
for rental assistance and associated adminis-
trative fees for Tribal HUD–VASH to serve 
Native American veterans that are homeless 
or at-risk of homelessness living on or near 
a reservation or other Indian areas: Provided, 
That such amount shall be made available 
for renewal grants to recipients that re-
ceived assistance under prior Acts under the 
Tribal HUD–VASH program: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall be authorized to 
specify criteria for renewal grants, including 
data on the utilization of assistance reported 
by grant recipients: Provided further, That 
such assistance shall be administered in ac-
cordance with program requirements under 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 and modeled 
after the HUD–VASH program: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall be authorized 
to waive, or specify alternative requirements 
for any provision of any statute or regula-
tion that the Secretary administers in con-
nection with the use of funds made available 
under this paragraph (except for require-
ments related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, and the en-
vironment), upon a finding by the Secretary 
that any such waivers or alternative require-
ments are necessary for the effective deliv-
ery and administration of such assistance: 
Provided further, That grant recipients shall 
report to the Secretary on utilization of such 
rental assistance and other program data, as 
prescribed by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That the Secretary may reallocate, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, amounts returned 
or recaptured from awards under the Tribal 
HUD–VASH program under prior Acts to ex-
isting recipients under the Tribal HUD– 
VASH program; 

(6) $15,000,000 shall be available for incre-
mental rental voucher assistance for use 
through a supported housing program admin-
istered in conjunction with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs as authorized under sec-
tion 8(o)(19) of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development shall make 
such funding available, notwithstanding sec-
tion 203 (competition provision) of this title, 
to public housing agencies that partner with 
eligible VA Medical Centers or other entities 
as designated by the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, based on geo-
graphical need for such assistance as identi-
fied by the Secretary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, public housing agency ad-
ministrative performance, and other factors 
as specified by the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development may waive, 
or specify alternative requirements for (in 
consultation with the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs), any provision 
of any statute or regulation that the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
administers in connection with the use of 
funds made available under this paragraph 
(except for requirements related to fair hous-
ing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, and 
the environment), upon a finding by the Sec-
retary that any such waivers or alternative 
requirements are necessary for the effective 
delivery and administration of such voucher 
assistance: Provided further, That assistance 
made available under this paragraph shall 
continue to remain available for homeless 
veterans upon turn-over: Provided further, 
That of the total amount made available 
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under this paragraph, up to $10,000,000 may 
be for additional fees established by and allo-
cated pursuant to a method determined by 
the Secretary for administrative and other 
expenses (including those eligible activities 
defined by notice to facilitate leasing, such 
as security deposit assistance and costs re-
lated to the retention and support of partici-
pating owners) of public housing agencies in 
administering HUD–VASH vouchers; 

(7) $30,000,000 shall be available for the fam-
ily unification program as authorized under 
section 8(x) of the Act: Provided, That the 
amounts made available under this para-
graph are provided as follows: 

(A) $5,000,000 shall be available for new in-
cremental voucher assistance, which shall 
continue to remain available for family uni-
fication upon turnover; and 

(B) $25,000,000 shall be available for new in-
cremental voucher assistance to assist eligi-
ble youth as defined by such section 
8(x)(2)(B) of the Act, which shall continue to 
remain available for such eligible youth 
upon turnover: Provided, That such amounts 
shall be available on a noncompetitive basis 
to public housing agencies that partner with 
public child welfare agencies to identify such 
eligible youth, that request such assistance 
to timely assist such eligible youth, and that 
meet any other criteria as specified by the 
Secretary: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall review utilization of such assist-
ance and assistance originating from appro-
priations made available for youth under 
this heading in any prior Act that the Sec-
retary made available on a noncompetitive 
basis, at an interval to be determined by the 
Secretary, and unutilized voucher assistance 
that is no longer needed based on such re-
view shall be recaptured by the Secretary 
and reallocated pursuant to the preceding 
proviso: 
Provided further, That any public housing 
agency administering new incremental 
voucher assistance originating from appro-
priations made available for the family uni-
fication program under this heading in this 
or any prior Act that the Secretary made 
available on a competitive basis that deter-
mines it no longer has an identified need for 
such assistance upon turnover shall notify 
the Secretary, and the Secretary shall recap-
ture such assistance from the agency and re-
allocate it to any other public housing agen-
cy or agencies based on need for voucher as-
sistance in connection with such specified 
program or eligible youth, as applicable; and 

(8) the Secretary shall separately track all 
special purpose vouchers funded under this 
heading. 

HOUSING CERTIFICATE FUND 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

Unobligated balances, including recaptures 
and carryover, remaining from funds appro-
priated to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development under this heading, the 
heading ‘‘Annual Contributions for Assisted 
Housing’’ and the heading ‘‘Project-Based 
Rental Assistance’’, for fiscal year 2024 and 
prior years may be used for renewal of or 
amendments to section 8 project-based con-
tracts and for performance-based contract 
administrators, notwithstanding the pur-
poses for which such funds were appro-
priated: Provided, That any obligated bal-
ances of contract authority from fiscal year 
1974 and prior fiscal years that have been ter-
minated shall be rescinded: Provided further, 
That amounts heretofore recaptured, or re-
captured during the current fiscal year, from 
section 8 project-based contracts from source 
years fiscal year 1975 through fiscal year 1987 
are hereby rescinded, and an amount of addi-
tional new budget authority, equivalent to 
the amount rescinded is hereby appropriated, 
to remain available until expended, for the 

purposes set forth under this heading, in ad-
dition to amounts otherwise available. 

PUBLIC HOUSING FUND 
For 2024 payments to public housing agen-

cies for the operation and management of 
public housing, as authorized by section 9(e) 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437g(e)) (the ‘‘Act’’), and to carry out 
capital and management activities for public 
housing agencies, as authorized under sec-
tion 9(d) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1437g(d)), 
$8,810,784,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the sums 
appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $5,475,784,000 shall be available for the 
Secretary to allocate pursuant to the Oper-
ating Fund formula at part 990 of title 24, 
Code of Federal Regulations, for 2024 pay-
ments; 

(2) $25,000,000 shall be available for the Sec-
retary to allocate pursuant to a need-based 
application process notwithstanding section 
203 of this title and not subject to such Oper-
ating Fund formula to public housing agen-
cies that experience, or are at risk of, finan-
cial shortfalls, as determined by the Sec-
retary: Provided, That after all such shortfall 
needs are met, the Secretary may distribute 
any remaining funds to all public housing 
agencies on a pro-rata basis pursuant to such 
Operating Fund formula; 

(3) $3,200,000,000 shall be available for the 
Secretary to allocate pursuant to the Capital 
Fund formula at section 905.400 of title 24, 
Code of Federal Regulations: Provided, That 
for funds provided under this paragraph, the 
limitation in section 9(g)(1) of the Act shall 
be 25 percent: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may waive the limitation in the pre-
ceding proviso to allow public housing agen-
cies to fund activities authorized under sec-
tion 9(e)(1)(C) of the Act: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall notify public hous-
ing agencies requesting waivers under the 
preceding proviso if the request is approved 
or denied within 14 days of submitting the 
request: Provided further, That from the 
funds made available under this paragraph, 
the Secretary shall provide bonus awards in 
fiscal year 2024 to public housing agencies 
that are designated high performers: Pro-
vided further, That the Department shall no-
tify public housing agencies of their formula 
allocation within 60 days of enactment of 
this Act; 

(4) $30,000,000 shall be available for the Sec-
retary to make grants, notwithstanding sec-
tion 203 of this title, to public housing agen-
cies for emergency capital needs, including 
safety and security measures necessary to 
address crime and drug-related activity, as 
well as needs resulting from unforeseen or 
unpreventable emergencies and natural dis-
asters excluding Presidentially declared 
emergencies and natural disasters under the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) occurring in 
fiscal year 2024: Provided, That of the amount 
made available under this paragraph, not 
less than $10,000,000 shall be for safety and 
security measures: Provided further, That in 
addition to the amount in the preceding pro-
viso for such safety and security measures, 
any amounts that remain available, after all 
applications received on or before September 
30, 2025, for emergency capital needs have 
been processed, shall be allocated to public 
housing agencies for such safety and security 
measures; 

(5) $65,000,000 shall be available for com-
petitive grants to public housing agencies to 
evaluate and reduce residential health haz-
ards in public housing, including lead-based 
paint (by carrying out the activities of risk 
assessments, abatement, and interim con-
trols, as those terms are defined in section 
1004 of the Residential Lead-Based Paint 

Hazard Reduction Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 
4851b)), carbon monoxide, mold, radon, and 
fire safety: Provided, That not less than 
$25,000,000 of the amounts provided under 
this paragraph shall be awarded for evalu-
ating and reducing lead-based paint hazards, 
except that if such amount is undersub-
scribed any remaining amounts may be 
awarded to qualified applicants for other 
purposes under this paragraph: Provided fur-
ther, That for purposes of environmental re-
view, a grant under this paragraph shall be 
considered funds for projects or activities 
under title I of the Act for purposes of sec-
tion 26 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1437x) and shall 
be subject to the regulations implementing 
such section; and 

(6) $15,000,000 shall be available to support 
the costs of administrative and judicial re-
ceiverships and for competitive grants to 
PHAs in receivership, designated troubled or 
substandard, or otherwise at risk, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, for costs associated 
with public housing asset improvement, in 
addition to other amounts for that purpose 
provided under any heading under this title: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law or regulation, during 
fiscal year 2024, the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development may not delegate to any 
Department official other than the Deputy 
Secretary and the Assistant Secretary for 
Public and Indian Housing any authority 
under paragraph (2) of section 9(j) of the Act 
regarding the extension of the time periods 
under such section: Provided further, That for 
purposes of such section 9(j), the term ‘‘obli-
gate’’ means, with respect to amounts, that 
the amounts are subject to a binding agree-
ment that will result in outlays, imme-
diately or in the future. 

ASSISTED HOUSING INSPECTIONS AND RISK 
ASSESSMENTS 

For the Department’s inspection and as-
sessment programs, including travel, train-
ing, and program support contracts, 
$50,000,000 to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That unobligated 
balances, including recaptures and carry-
over, remaining from funds appropriated 
under the heading ‘‘Public Housing Fund’’ to 
support ongoing public housing financial and 
physical assessment activities shall be avail-
able for the purposes authorized under this 
heading in addition to the purposes for which 
such funds originally were appropriated. 

CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE 
For competitive grants under the choice 

neighborhoods initiative (subject to section 
24 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 
(42 U.S.C. 1437v) (the ‘‘Act’’) unless otherwise 
specified under this heading), for trans-
formation, rehabilitation, and replacement 
housing needs of both public and HUD-as-
sisted housing and to transform neighbor-
hoods of poverty into functioning, sustain-
able, mixed-income neighborhoods with ap-
propriate services, schools, public assets, 
transportation, and access to jobs, 
$75,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That grant funds 
may be used for resident and community 
services, community development, and af-
fordable housing needs in the community, 
and for conversion of vacant or foreclosed 
properties to affordable housing: Provided 
further, That the use of amounts made avail-
able under this heading shall not be deemed 
to be for public housing, notwithstanding 
section 3(b)(1) of the Act: Provided further, 
That grantees shall commit to an additional 
period of affordability determined by the 
Secretary of not fewer than 20 years: Pro-
vided further, That grantees shall provide a 
match in State, local, other Federal, or pri-
vate funds: Provided further, That grantees 
may include local governments, Tribal enti-
ties, public housing agencies, and nonprofit 
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organizations: Provided further, That for- 
profit developers may apply jointly with a 
public entity: Provided further, That for pur-
poses of environmental review, a grantee 
shall be treated as a public housing agency 
under section 26 of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1437x), 
and grants made with amounts available 
under this heading shall be subject to the 
regulations issued by the Secretary to imple-
ment such section: Provided further, That of 
the amounts made available under this head-
ing, not less than $37,500,000 shall be awarded 
to public housing agencies: Provided further, 
That such grantees shall create partnerships 
with other local organizations, including as-
sisted housing owners, service agencies, and 
resident organizations: Provided further, That 
the Secretary shall consult with the Secre-
taries of Education, Labor, Transportation, 
Health and Human Services, Agriculture, 
and Commerce, the Attorney General, and 
the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to coordinate and lever-
age other appropriate Federal resources: Pro-
vided further, That not more than $10,000,000 
of the amounts made available under this 
heading may be provided as grants to under-
take comprehensive local planning with 
input from residents and the community: 
Provided further, That none of the funds made 
available under this heading may be obli-
gated for main street housing grants under 
section 24(n) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 1437v(n)): 
Provided further, That unobligated balances, 
including recaptures, remaining from 
amounts made available under the heading 
‘‘Revitalization of Severely Distressed Pub-
lic Housing (HOPE VI)’’ in fiscal year 2011 
and prior fiscal years may be used for pur-
poses under this heading, notwithstanding 
the purposes for which such amounts were 
appropriated: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall make grant awards not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act in such amounts that the Secretary 
determines: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 24(o) of the Act (42 U.S.C. 
1437v(o)), the Secretary may, until Sep-
tember 30, 2024, obligate any available unob-
ligated balances made available under this 
heading in this or any prior Act. 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAMS 
For activities and assistance related to 

self-sufficiency programs, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, $195,500,000: 
Provided, That of the sums appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) $140,500,000 shall be available for the 
family self-sufficiency program to support 
family self-sufficiency coordinators under 
section 23 of the United States Housing Act 
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437u), to promote the de-
velopment of local strategies to coordinate 
the use of assistance under sections 8 and 9 
of such Act with public and private re-
sources, and enable eligible families to 
achieve economic independence and self-suf-
ficiency; 

(2) $40,000,000 shall be available for the resi-
dent opportunity and self-sufficiency pro-
gram to provide for supportive services, serv-
ice coordinators, and congregate services as 
authorized by section 34 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437z–6) and 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 
et seq.): Provided, That amounts made avail-
able under this paragraph may be used to 
renew resident opportunity and self-suffi-
ciency program grants to allow the public 
housing agency, or a new owner, to continue 
to serve (or restart service to) residents of a 
project with assistance converted from pub-
lic housing to project-based rental assistance 
under section 8 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) or assistance 
under section 8(o)(13) of such Act under the 

heading ‘‘Rental Assistance Demonstration’’ 
in the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment Appropriations Act, 2012 (Public 
Law 112–55), as amended (42 U.S.C. 1437f 
note); and 

(3) $15,000,000 shall be available for a jobs- 
plus initiative, modeled after the jobs-plus 
demonstration: Provided, That funding pro-
vided under this paragraph shall be available 
for competitive grants to partnerships be-
tween public housing authorities, local 
workforce investment boards established 
under section 107 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act of 2014 (29 U.S.C. 
3122), and other agencies and organizations 
that provide support to help public housing 
residents obtain employment and increase 
earnings: Provided further, That applicants 
must demonstrate the ability to provide 
services to residents, partner with workforce 
investment boards, and leverage service dol-
lars: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may allow public housing agencies to request 
exemptions from rent and income limitation 
requirements under sections 3 and 6 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437a, 1437d), as necessary to implement the 
jobs-plus program, on such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary may approve upon a 
finding by the Secretary that any such waiv-
ers or alternative requirements are nec-
essary for the effective implementation of 
the jobs-plus initiative as a voluntary pro-
gram for residents: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall publish by notice in the Fed-
eral Register any waivers or alternative re-
quirements pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso no later than 10 days before the effective 
date of such notice. 

NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS 
For activities and assistance authorized 

under title I of the Native American Housing 
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 
1996 (in this heading ‘‘NAHASDA’’) (25 U.S.C. 
4111 et seq.), title I of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 
5301 et seq.) with respect to Indian tribes, 
and related training and technical assist-
ance, $1,344,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028: Provided, That of the 
sums appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $1,111,000,000 shall be available for the 
Native American housing block grants pro-
gram, as authorized under title I of 
NAHASDA: Provided, That, notwithstanding 
NAHASDA, to determine the amount of the 
allocation under title I of such Act for each 
Indian tribe, the Secretary shall apply the 
formula under section 302 of such Act with 
the need component based on single-race 
census data and with the need component 
based on multi-race census data, and the 
amount of the allocation for each Indian 
tribe shall be the greater of the two result-
ing allocation amounts: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall notify grantees of 
their formula allocation not later than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this Act; 

(2) $150,000,000 shall be available for com-
petitive grants under the Native American 
housing block grants program, as authorized 
under title I of NAHASDA: Provided, That 
the Secretary shall obligate such amount for 
competitive grants to eligible recipients au-
thorized under NAHASDA that apply for 
funds: Provided further, That in awarding 
amounts made available in this paragraph, 
the Secretary shall consider need and admin-
istrative capacity, and shall give priority to 
projects that will spur construction and re-
habilitation of housing: Provided further, 
That any amounts transferred for the nec-
essary costs of administering and overseeing 
the obligation and expenditure of such addi-
tional amounts in prior Acts may also be 
used for the necessary costs of administering 
and overseeing such additional amount; 

(3) $1,000,000 shall be available for the cost 
of guaranteed notes and other obligations, as 
authorized by title VI of NAHASDA: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of 
modifying such notes and other obligations, 
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 661a): 
Provided further, That amounts made avail-
able in this and prior Acts for the cost of 
such guaranteed notes and other obligations 
that are unobligated, including recaptures 
and carryover, may be available to subsidize 
the total principal amount of any notes and 
other obligations, any part of which is to be 
guaranteed, not to exceed $50,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025; 

(4) $75,000,000 shall be available for grants 
to Indian tribes for carrying out the Indian 
community development block grant pro-
gram under title I of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974, notwith-
standing section 106(a)(1) of such Act, of 
which, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law (including section 203 of this Act), not 
more than $5,000,000 may be used for emer-
gencies that constitute imminent threats to 
health and safety: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed 20 percent of any grant made with 
amounts made available in this paragraph 
shall be expended for planning and manage-
ment development and administration; and 

(5) $7,000,000, in addition to amounts other-
wise available for such purpose, shall be 
available for providing training and tech-
nical assistance to Indian tribes, Indian 
housing authorities, and tribally designated 
housing entities, to support the inspection of 
Indian housing units, for contract expertise, 
and for training and technical assistance re-
lated to amounts made available under this 
heading and other headings in this Act for 
the needs of Native American families and 
Indian country: Provided, That of the 
amounts made available in this paragraph, 
not less than $2,000,000 shall be for a national 
organization as authorized under section 703 
of NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4212): Provided fur-
ther, That amounts made available in this 
paragraph may be used, contracted, or com-
peted as determined by the Secretary: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding chapter 
63 of title 31, United States Code (commonly 
known as the Federal Grant and Cooperative 
Agreements Act of 1977), the amounts made 
available in this paragraph may be used by 
the Secretary to enter into cooperative 
agreements with public and private organiza-
tions, agencies, institutions, and other tech-
nical assistance providers to support the ad-
ministration of negotiated rulemaking under 
section 106 of NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4116), the 
administration of the allocation formula 
under section 302 of NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 
4152), and the administration of performance 
tracking and reporting under section 407 of 
NAHASDA (25 U.S.C. 4167). 

INDIAN HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For the cost of guaranteed loans, as au-
thorized by section 184 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1992 (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–13a), $1,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such 
costs, including the cost of modifying such 
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 
661a): Provided further, That amounts made 
available in this and prior Acts for the cost 
of guaranteed loans, as authorized by section 
184 of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 1715z–13a), that 
are unobligated, including recaptures and 
carryover, may be available to subsidize 
total loan principal, any part of which is to 
be guaranteed, not to exceed $1,800,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2025. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1197 March 5, 2024 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN HOUSING BLOCK GRANT 

For the Native Hawaiian housing block 
grant program, as authorized under title VIII 
of the Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 
4221 et seq.), $22,300,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2028: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 812(b) of such Act, the 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands may 
not invest grant amounts made available 
under this heading in investment securities 
and other obligations: Provided further, That 
amounts made available under this heading 
in this and prior fiscal years may be used to 
provide rental assistance to eligible Native 
Hawaiian families both on and off the Hawai-
ian Home Lands, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law: Provided further, That up to 
$1,000,000 of the amounts made available 
under this heading may be for training and 
technical assistance related to amounts 
made available under this heading and other 
headings in this Act for the needs of Native 
Hawaiians and the Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands. 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE 
FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to guarantee loans, as 
authorized by section 184A of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1992 (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–13b), any part of which is to be 
guaranteed, shall not exceed $28,000,000 in 
total loan principal, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That the 
Secretary may enter into commitments to 
guarantee loans used for refinancing. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH 

AIDS 
For carrying out the housing opportunities 

for persons with AIDS program, as author-
ized by the AIDS Housing Opportunity Act 
(42 U.S.C. 12901 et seq.), $505,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary shall renew or re-
place all expiring contracts for permanent 
supportive housing that initially were fund-
ed under section 854(c)(5) of such Act from 
funds made available under this heading in 
fiscal year 2010 and prior fiscal years that 
meet all program requirements before 
awarding funds for new contracts under such 
section: Provided further, That the process for 
submitting amendments and approving re-
placement contracts shall be established by 
the Secretary in a notice: Provided further, 
That the Department shall notify grantees of 
their formula allocation within 60 days of en-
actment of this Act. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND 
For assistance to States and units of gen-

eral local government, and other entities, for 
economic and community development ac-
tivities, and other purposes, $6,720,054,336, to 
remain available until September 30, 2027: 
Provided, That of the sums appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) $3,300,000,000 shall be available for car-
rying out the community development block 
grant program under title I of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1974, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) (in this head-
ing ‘‘the Act’’): Provided, That not to exceed 
20 percent of any grant made with funds 
made available under this paragraph shall be 
expended for planning and management de-
velopment and administration: Provided fur-
ther, That a metropolitan city, urban coun-
ty, unit of general local government, or insu-
lar area that directly or indirectly receives 
funds under this paragraph may not sell, 
trade, or otherwise transfer all or any por-
tion of such funds to another such entity in 
exchange for any other funds, credits, or 
non-Federal considerations, but shall use 
such funds for activities eligible under title 

I of the Act: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 105(e)(1) of the Act, no funds 
made available under this paragraph may be 
provided to a for-profit entity for an eco-
nomic development project under section 
105(a)(17) unless such project has been evalu-
ated and selected in accordance with guide-
lines required under subsection (e)(2) of sec-
tion 105; 

(2) $100,000,000 shall be available for the 
Secretary to award grants on a competitive 
basis to State and local governments, metro-
politan planning organizations, and multi-
jurisdictional entities for additional activi-
ties under title I of the Act for the identi-
fication and removal of barriers to affordable 
housing production and preservation: Pro-
vided, That eligible uses of such grants in-
clude activities to further develop, evaluate, 
and implement housing policy plans, im-
prove housing strategies, and facilitate af-
fordable housing production and preserva-
tion: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall prioritize applicants that are able to 
(A) demonstrate progress and a commitment 
to overcoming local barriers to facilitate the 
increase in affordable housing production 
and preservation, primarily by having en-
acted improved laws and regulations that 
the Secretary reasonably expects to preserve 
or produce new housing units; and (B) dem-
onstrate an acute need for housing affordable 
to households with incomes below 100 per-
cent of the area median income: Provided fur-
ther, That grantees shall report to the Sec-
retary regularly on their activities and out-
comes: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall analyze observable housing production, 
preservation, and cost trends in the partici-
pating jurisdictions or geographic areas: Pro-
vided further, That funds allocated for such 
grants shall not adversely affect the amount 
of any formula assistance received by a juris-
diction under paragraph (1) of this heading: 
Provided further, That in administering such 
amounts the Secretary may waive or specify 
alternative requirements for any provision of 
such title I except for requirements related 
to fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor 
standards, the environment, and require-
ments that activities benefit persons of low- 
and moderate-income, upon a finding that 
any such waivers or alternative require-
ments are necessary to expedite or facilitate 
the use of such amounts; 

(3) $30,000,000 shall be available for activi-
ties authorized under section 8071 of the 
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities 
Act (Public Law 115–271): Provided, That 
funds allocated pursuant to this paragraph 
shall not adversely affect the amount of any 
formula assistance received by a State under 
paragraph (1) of this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall allocate the 
funds for such activities based on the notice 
establishing the funding formula published 
in 84 FR 16027 (April 17, 2019) except that the 
formula shall use age-adjusted rates of drug 
overdose deaths for 2021 based on data from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion; and 

(4) $3,290,054,336 shall be available for 
grants for the Economic Development Initia-
tive (EDI) for the purposes, and in amounts, 
specified for Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending in the 
table entitled ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ included 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of this consolidated Act): Provided, That eli-
gible expenses of such grants in this and 
prior Acts may include administrative, plan-
ning, operations and maintenance, and other 
costs: Provided further, That such grants for 
the EDI shall be available for reimbursement 
of otherwise eligible expenses incurred on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act and 

prior to the date of grant execution: Provided 
further, That none of the amounts made 
available under this paragraph for grants for 
the EDI shall be used for reimbursement of 
expenses incurred prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act: Provided further, That 
grants for the EDI authorized under this 
heading in the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2022 
(Public Law 117–103) shall also be available 
hereafter for reimbursement of otherwise eli-
gible expenses (including those eligible ex-
penses identified in the first proviso of this 
paragraph) incurred on or after the date of 
enactment of such Act and prior to the date 
of grant execution, and shall hereafter not be 
subject to the second proviso under such 
heading in such Act: 
Provided further, That for amounts made 
available under paragraphs (1) and (3), the 
Secretary shall notify grantees of their for-
mula allocation within 60 days of enactment 
of this Act. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LOAN GUARANTEES 

PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
Subject to section 502 of the Congressional 

Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 661a), during fis-
cal year 2024, commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 108 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5308), any part of which is guaranteed, 
shall not exceed a total principal amount of 
$400,000,000, notwithstanding any aggregate 
limitation on outstanding obligations guar-
anteed in subsection (k) of such section 108: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall collect 
fees from borrowers, notwithstanding sub-
section (m) of such section 108, to result in a 
credit subsidy cost of zero for guaranteeing 
such loans, and any such fees shall be col-
lected in accordance with section 502(7) of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Pro-
vided further, That such commitment author-
ity funded by fees may be used to guarantee, 
or make commitments to guarantee, notes 
or other obligations issued by any State on 
behalf of non-entitlement communities in 
the State in accordance with the require-
ments of such section 108: Provided further, 
That any State receiving such a guarantee 
or commitment under the preceding proviso 
shall distribute all funds subject to such 
guarantee to the units of general local gov-
ernment in non-entitlement areas that re-
ceived the commitment. 

HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM 
For the HOME investment partnerships 

program, as authorized under title II of the 
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 12721 et 
seq.), $1,250,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2027: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 231(b) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
12771(b)), all unobligated balances remaining 
from amounts recaptured pursuant to such 
section that remain available until expended 
shall be combined with amounts made avail-
able under this heading and allocated in ac-
cordance with the formula under section 
217(b)(1)(A) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
12747(b)(1)(A)): Provided further, That the De-
partment shall notify grantees of their for-
mula allocations within 60 days after enact-
ment of this Act: Provided further, That sec-
tion 218(g) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 12748(g)) 
shall not apply with respect to the right of a 
jurisdiction to draw funds from its HOME In-
vestment Trust Fund that otherwise expired 
or would expire in any calendar year from 
2018 through 2026 under that section: Provided 
further, That section 231(b) of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 12771(b)) shall not apply to any 
uninvested funds that otherwise were de-
ducted or would be deducted from the line of 
credit in the participating jurisdiction’s 
HOME Investment Trust Fund in any cal-
endar year from 2018 through 2026 under that 
section. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1198 March 5, 2024 
PRESERVATION AND REINVESTMENT INITIATIVE 

FOR COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT 
For competitive grants to preserve and re-

vitalize manufactured housing and eligible 
manufactured housing communities (includ-
ing pre-1976 mobile homes) under title I of 
the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974, as amended (42 U.S.C. 5301 et 
seq.), $10,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2028: Provided, That recipients 
of grants provided with amounts made avail-
able under this heading shall be States, units 
of general local government, resident-owned 
manufactured housing communities, co-
operatives, nonprofit entities including con-
sortia of nonprofit entities, community de-
velopment financial institutions, Indian 
Tribes (as such term is defined in section 4 of 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (NAHASDA) 
(25 U.S.C. 4103)), or other entities approved 
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall reserve an amount for Indian 
Tribes within such competition: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may approve enti-
ties for selection that partner with one or 
several residents of such eligible commu-
nities or that propose to implement a grant 
program that would assist residents of such 
eligible communities: Provided further, That 
eligible uses of such grants may include in-
frastructure, planning, resident and commu-
nity services (including relocation assistance 
and eviction prevention), resiliency activi-
ties, and providing other assistance to resi-
dents or owners of manufactured homes, 
which may include providing assistance for 
manufactured housing land and site acquisi-
tion: Provided further, That, except as deter-
mined by the Secretary, participation in this 
program shall not encumber the future 
transfer of title or use of property by the 
residents, owners, or communities: Provided 
further, That when selecting recipients, the 
Secretary shall prioritize applications that 
primarily benefit low- or moderately low-in-
come residents and preserve long-term hous-
ing affordability for residents of manufac-
tured housing or a manufactured housing 
community: Provided further, That eligible 
manufactured housing communities may in-
clude those that are— 

(1) owned by the residents of the manufac-
tured housing community through a resi-
dent-controlled entity, as defined by the Sec-
retary; or 

(2) determined by the Secretary to be sub-
ject to binding agreements that will preserve 
the community and maintain affordability 
on a long-term basis: 
Provided further, That resiliency activities 
means the reconstruction, repair, or replace-
ment of manufactured housing and manufac-
tured housing communities to protect the 
health and safety of manufactured housing 
residents and to address weatherization and 
energy efficiency needs, except that for pre- 
1976 mobile homes, funds made available 
under this heading may be used only for re-
placement: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may waive or specify alternative re-
quirements for any provision of any statute 
or regulation that the Secretary administers 
in connection with the use of amounts made 
available under this heading (except for re-
quirements related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, and the en-
vironment), upon a finding that such waiver 
or alternative requirement is necessary to 
facilitate the use of such amounts. 

SELF-HELP AND ASSISTED HOMEOWNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM 

For the self-help and assisted homeowner-
ship opportunity program, as authorized 
under section 11 of the Housing Opportunity 
Program Extension Act of 1996 (42 U.S.C. 
12805 note), and for related activities and as-

sistance, $60,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2026: Provided, That of 
the sums appropriated under this heading— 

(1) $12,000,000 shall be available for the self- 
help homeownership opportunity program as 
authorized under such section 11; 

(2) $42,000,000 shall be available for the sec-
ond, third, and fourth capacity building enti-
ties specified in section 4(a) of the HUD Dem-
onstration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 9816 note), of 
which not less than $5,000,000 shall be for 
rural capacity building activities: Provided, 
That for purposes of awarding grants from 
amounts made available in this paragraph, 
the Secretary may enter into multiyear 
agreements, as appropriate, subject to the 
availability of annual appropriations; and 

(3) $6,000,000 shall be available for capacity 
building by national rural housing organiza-
tions having experience assessing national 
rural conditions and providing financing, 
training, technical assistance, information, 
and research to local nonprofit organiza-
tions, local governments, and Indian Tribes 
serving high need rural communities. 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
For assistance under title IV of the McKin-

ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 11360 et seq.), and for related activi-
ties and assistance, $4,051,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2026: Provided, 
That of the sums appropriated under this 
heading— 

(1) $290,000,000 shall be available for the 
emergency solutions grants program author-
ized under subtitle B of such title IV (42 
U.S.C. 11371 et seq.): Provided, That the De-
partment shall notify grantees of their for-
mula allocation from amounts allocated 
(which may represent initial or final 
amounts allocated) for the emergency solu-
tions grant program not later than 60 days 
after enactment of this Act; 

(2) $3,544,000,000 shall be available for the 
continuum of care program authorized under 
subtitle C of such title IV (42 U.S.C. 11381 et 
seq.) and the rural housing stability assist-
ance programs authorized under subtitle D of 
such title IV (42 U.S.C. 11408): Provided, That 
the Secretary shall prioritize funding under 
the continuum of care program to contin-
uums of care that have demonstrated a ca-
pacity to reallocate funding from lower per-
forming projects to higher performing 
projects: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may make reasonable adjustments to re-
newal amounts to enable renewal projects to 
operate at substantially the same levels, in-
cluding cost-of-living adjustments for sup-
portive services from the prior grant: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall pro-
vide incentives to create projects that co-
ordinate with housing providers and 
healthcare organizations to provide perma-
nent supportive housing and rapid re-housing 
services: Provided further, That the Secretary 
may establish by notice an alternative max-
imum amount for administrative costs re-
lated to the requirements described in sec-
tions 402(f)(1) and 402(f)(2) of subtitle A of 
such title IV of no more than 5 percent or 
$50,000, whichever is greater, notwith-
standing the 3 percent limitation in section 
423(a)(10) of such subtitle C: Provided further, 
That of the amounts made available for the 
continuum of care program under this para-
graph, $52,000,000 shall be for grants for new 
rapid re-housing projects and supportive 
service projects providing coordinated entry, 
and for eligible activities that the Secretary 
determines to be critical in order to assist 
survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, or stalking, except 
that the Secretary may make additional 
grants for such projects and purposes from 
amounts made available for such continuum 
of care program: Provided further, That 

amounts made available for the continuum 
of care program under this paragraph and 
any remaining unobligated balances under 
this heading in prior Acts may be used to 
competitively or non-competitively renew or 
replace grants for youth homeless dem-
onstration projects under the continuum of 
care program, notwithstanding any conflict 
with the requirements of the continuum of 
care program; 

(3) $10,000,000 shall be available for the na-
tional homeless data analysis project: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding the provisions 
of the Federal Grant and Cooperative Agree-
ments Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. 6301–6308), the 
amounts made available under this para-
graph and any remaining unobligated bal-
ances under this heading for such purposes in 
prior Acts may be used by the Secretary to 
enter into cooperative agreements with such 
entities as may be determined by the Sec-
retary, including public and private organi-
zations, agencies, and institutions; 

(4) $107,000,000 shall be available to imple-
ment projects to demonstrate how a com-
prehensive approach to serving homeless 
youth, age 24 and under, in up to 25 commu-
nities with a priority for communities with 
substantial rural populations in up to eight 
locations, can dramatically reduce youth 
homelessness: Provided, That of the amount 
made available under this paragraph, not 
less than $25,000,000 shall be for youth home-
lessness system improvement grants to sup-
port communities, including but not limited 
to the communities assisted under the mat-
ter preceding this proviso, in establishing 
and implementing a response system for 
youth homelessness, or for improving their 
existing system: Provided further, That of the 
amount made available under this para-
graph, up to $10,000,000 shall be to provide 
technical assistance to communities, includ-
ing but not limited to the communities as-
sisted in the preceding proviso and the mat-
ter preceding such proviso, on improving sys-
tem responses to youth homelessness, and 
collection, analysis, use, and reporting of 
data and performance measures under the 
comprehensive approaches to serve homeless 
youth, in addition to and in coordination 
with other technical assistance funds pro-
vided under this title: Provided further, That 
the Secretary may use up to 10 percent of 
the amount made available under the pre-
ceding proviso to build the capacity of cur-
rent technical assistance providers or to 
train new technical assistance providers 
with verifiable prior experience with systems 
and programs for youth experiencing home-
lessness; and 

(5) $100,000,000 shall be available for one- 
time awards under the continuum of care 
program for new construction, acquisition, 
or rehabilitation of new permanent sup-
portive housing, of which not more than 20 
percent of such awards may be used for other 
continuum of care eligible activities associ-
ated with such projects and not more than 10 
percent of such awards may be used for 
project administration: Provided, That these 
amounts shall be awarded on a competitive 
basis, based on need and other factors to be 
determined by the Secretary, including in-
centives to establish projects that coordi-
nate with housing providers, healthcare or-
ganizations and social service providers: Pro-
vided further, That not less than $35,000,000 
shall be awarded to applicants for projects 
within States with populations less than 
2,500,000, except that if such amount is 
undersubscribed any remaining amounts 
may be awarded to qualified applicants for 
projects in any State: Provided further, That 
the grants for ongoing costs associated with 
such projects shall be eligible for renewal 
under the continuum of care program subject 
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to the same terms and conditions as other 
renewal applicants: 
Provided further, That youth aged 24 and 
under seeking assistance under this heading 
shall not be required to provide third party 
documentation to establish their eligibility 
under subsection (a) or (b) of section 103 of 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 11302) to receive services: Pro-
vided further, That unaccompanied youth 
aged 24 and under or families headed by 
youth aged 24 and under who are living in 
unsafe situations may be served by youth- 
serving providers funded under this heading: 
Provided further, That persons eligible under 
section 103(a)(5) of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act may be served by 
any project funded under this heading to pro-
vide both transitional housing and rapid re- 
housing: Provided further, That for all match-
ing funds requirements applicable to funds 
made available under this heading for this 
fiscal year and prior fiscal years, a grantee 
may use (or could have used) as a source of 
match funds other funds administered by the 
Secretary and other Federal agencies unless 
there is (or was) a specific statutory prohibi-
tion on any such use of any such funds: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made 
available under this heading shall be avail-
able to provide funding for new projects, ex-
cept for projects created through realloca-
tion, unless the Secretary determines that 
the continuum of care has demonstrated 
that projects are evaluated and ranked based 
on the degree to which they improve the con-
tinuum of care’s system performance: Pro-
vided further, That any unobligated amounts 
remaining from funds made available under 
this heading in fiscal year 2012 and prior 
years for project-based rental assistance for 
rehabilitation projects with 10-year grant 
terms may be used for purposes under this 
heading, notwithstanding the purposes for 
which such funds were appropriated: Provided 
further, That unobligated balances, including 
recaptures and carryover, remaining from 
funds transferred to or appropriated under 
this heading in fiscal year 2019 or prior 
years, except for rental assistance amounts 
that were recaptured and made available 
until expended, shall be available for the 
current purposes authorized under this head-
ing in addition to the purposes for which 
such funds originally were appropriated. 

HOUSING PROGRAMS 
PROJECT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

For activities and assistance for the provi-
sion of project-based subsidy contracts under 
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437 et seq.) (‘‘the Act’’), not other-
wise provided for, $15,610,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, shall be available 
on October 1, 2023 (in addition to the 
$400,000,000 previously appropriated under 
this heading that became available October 
1, 2023), of which $2,000,000,000 is designated 
by the Congress as being for an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, and 
$400,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be available on October 1, 2024: 
Provided, That the amounts made available 
under this heading shall be available for ex-
piring or terminating section 8 project-based 
subsidy contracts (including section 8 mod-
erate rehabilitation contracts), for amend-
ments to section 8 project-based subsidy con-
tracts (including section 8 moderate reha-
bilitation contracts), for contracts entered 
into pursuant to section 441 of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 11401), for renewal of section 8 con-
tracts for units in projects that are subject 
to approved plans of action under the Emer-
gency Low Income Housing Preservation Act 

of 1987 or the Low-Income Housing Preserva-
tion and Resident Homeownership Act of 
1990, and for administrative and other ex-
penses associated with project-based activi-
ties and assistance funded under this head-
ing: Provided further, That of the total 
amounts provided under this heading, not to 
exceed $468,000,000 shall be available for per-
formance-based contract administrators for 
section 8 project-based assistance, for car-
rying out 42 U.S.C. 1437(f): Provided further, 
That the Secretary may also use such 
amounts in the preceding proviso for per-
formance-based contract administrators for 
the administration of: interest reduction 
payments pursuant to section 236(a) of the 
National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z–1(a)); 
rent supplement payments pursuant to sec-
tion 101 of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1965 (12 U.S.C. 1701s); section 
236(f)(2) rental assistance payments (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–1(f)(2)); project rental assistance 
contracts for the elderly under section 
202(c)(2) of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 
1701q); project rental assistance contracts for 
supportive housing for persons with disabil-
ities under section 811(d)(2) of the Cranston- 
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act 
(42 U.S.C. 8013(d)(2)); project assistance con-
tracts pursuant to section 202(h) of the Hous-
ing Act of 1959 (Public Law 86–372; 73 Stat. 
667); and loans under section 202 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1959 (Public Law 86–372; 73 Stat. 
667): Provided further, That amounts recap-
tured under this heading, the heading ‘‘An-
nual Contributions for Assisted Housing’’, or 
the heading ‘‘Housing Certificate Fund’’, 
may be used for renewals of or amendments 
to section 8 project-based contracts or for 
performance-based contract administrators, 
notwithstanding the purposes for which such 
amounts were appropriated: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, upon the request of the Secretary, 
project funds that are held in residual re-
ceipts accounts for any project subject to a 
section 8 project-based housing assistance 
payments contract that authorizes the De-
partment or a housing finance agency to re-
quire that surplus project funds be deposited 
in an interest-bearing residual receipts ac-
count and that are in excess of an amount to 
be determined by the Secretary, shall be re-
mitted to the Department and deposited in 
this account, to be available until expended: 
Provided further, That amounts deposited 
pursuant to the preceding proviso shall be 
available in addition to the amount other-
wise provided by this heading for uses au-
thorized under this heading. 

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 
For capital advances, including amend-

ments to capital advance contracts, for hous-
ing for the elderly, as authorized by section 
202 of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 
1701q), for project rental assistance for the 
elderly under section 202(c)(2) of such Act, 
including amendments to contracts for such 
assistance and renewal of expiring contracts 
for such assistance for up to a 5-year term, 
for senior preservation rental assistance con-
tracts, including renewals, as authorized by 
section 811(e) of the American Homeowner-
ship and Economic Opportunity Act of 2000 
(12 U.S.C. 1701q note), and for supportive 
services associated with the housing, 
$913,000,000 to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount 
made available under this heading, up to 
$112,000,000 shall be for service coordinators 
and the continuation of existing congregate 
service grants for residents of assisted hous-
ing projects: Provided further, That any fund-
ing for existing service coordinators under 
the preceding proviso shall be provided with-
in 120 days of enactment of this Act: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may waive the 

provisions of section 202 governing the terms 
and conditions of project rental assistance, 
except that the initial contract term for 
such assistance shall not exceed 5 years in 
duration: Provided further, That upon request 
of the Secretary, project funds that are held 
in residual receipts accounts for any project 
subject to a section 202 project rental assist-
ance contract, and that upon termination of 
such contract are in excess of an amount to 
be determined by the Secretary, shall be re-
mitted to the Department and deposited in 
this account, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided further, That 
amounts deposited in this account pursuant 
to the preceding proviso shall be available, 
in addition to the amounts otherwise pro-
vided by this heading, for the purposes au-
thorized under this heading: Provided further, 
That unobligated balances, including recap-
tures and carryover, remaining from funds 
transferred to or appropriated under this 
heading shall be available for the current 
purposes authorized under this heading in 
addition to the purposes for which such 
funds originally were appropriated. 

HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
For capital advances, including amend-

ments to capital advance contracts, for sup-
portive housing for persons with disabilities, 
as authorized by section 811 of the Cranston- 
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act 
(42 U.S.C. 8013), for project rental assistance 
for supportive housing for persons with dis-
abilities under section 811(d)(2) of such Act, 
for project assistance contracts pursuant to 
subsection (h) of section 202 of the Housing 
Act of 1959, as added by section 205(a) of the 
Housing and Community Development 
Amendments of 1978 (Public Law 95–557: 92 
Stat. 2090), including amendments to con-
tracts for such assistance and renewal of ex-
piring contracts for such assistance for up to 
a 5-year term, for project rental assistance 
to State housing finance agencies and other 
appropriate entities as authorized under sec-
tion 811(b)(3) of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act, and for sup-
portive services associated with the housing 
for persons with disabilities as authorized by 
section 811(b)(1) of such Act, $208,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2027: 
Provided, That, upon the request of the Sec-
retary, project funds that are held in resid-
ual receipts accounts for any project subject 
to a section 811 project rental assistance con-
tract, and that upon termination of such 
contract are in excess of an amount to be de-
termined by the Secretary, shall be remitted 
to the Department and deposited in this ac-
count, to remain available until September 
30, 2027: Provided further, That amounts de-
posited in this account pursuant to the pre-
ceding proviso shall be available in addition 
to the amounts otherwise provided by this 
heading for the purposes authorized under 
this heading: Provided further, That unobli-
gated balances, including recaptures and car-
ryover, remaining from funds transferred to 
or appropriated under this heading shall be 
used for the current purposes authorized 
under this heading in addition to the pur-
poses for which such funds originally were 
appropriated. 

HOUSING COUNSELING ASSISTANCE 
For contracts, grants, and other assistance 

excluding loans, as authorized under section 
106 of the Housing and Urban Development 
Act of 1968, as amended, $57,500,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, including 
up to $4,500,000 for administrative contract 
services: Provided, That funds shall be used 
for providing counseling and advice to ten-
ants and homeowners, both current and pro-
spective, with respect to property mainte-
nance, financial management or literacy, 
and such other matters as may be appro-
priate to assist them in improving their 
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housing conditions, meeting their financial 
needs, and fulfilling the responsibilities of 
tenancy or homeownership; for program ad-
ministration; and for housing counselor 
training: Provided further, That for purposes 
of awarding grants from amounts provided 
under this heading, the Secretary may enter 
into multiyear agreements, as appropriate, 
subject to the availability of annual appro-
priations. 

PAYMENT TO MANUFACTURED HOUSING FEES 
TRUST FUND 

For necessary expenses as authorized by 
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974 
(42 U.S.C. 5401 et seq.), up to $14,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which 
$14,000,000 shall be derived from the Manufac-
tured Housing Fees Trust Fund (established 
under section 620(e) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
5419(e)): Provided, That not to exceed the 
total amount appropriated under this head-
ing shall be available from the general fund 
of the Treasury to the extent necessary to 
incur obligations and make expenditures 
pending the receipt of collections to the 
Fund pursuant to section 620 of such Act: 
Provided further, That the amount made 
available under this heading from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced as such collections 
are received during fiscal year 2024 so as to 
result in a final fiscal year 2024 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at zero, 
and fees pursuant to such section 620 shall be 
modified as necessary to ensure such a final 
fiscal year 2024 appropriation: Provided fur-
ther, That for the dispute resolution and in-
stallation programs, the Secretary may as-
sess and collect fees from any program par-
ticipant: Provided further, That such collec-
tions shall be deposited into the Trust Fund, 
and the Secretary, as provided herein, may 
use such collections, as well as fees collected 
under section 620 of such Act, for necessary 
expenses of such Act: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding the requirements of section 
620 of such Act, the Secretary may carry out 
responsibilities of the Secretary under such 
Act through the use of approved service pro-
viders that are paid directly by the recipi-
ents of their services. 

FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 

MUTUAL MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

New commitments to guarantee single 
family loans insured under the Mutual Mort-
gage Insurance Fund shall not exceed 
$400,000,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2025: Provided, That during fis-
cal year 2024, obligations to make direct 
loans to carry out the purposes of section 
204(g) of the National Housing Act, as 
amended, shall not exceed $1,000,000: Provided 
further, That the foregoing amount in the 
preceding proviso shall be for loans to non-
profit and governmental entities in connec-
tion with sales of single family real prop-
erties owned by the Secretary and formerly 
insured under the Mutual Mortgage Insur-
ance Fund: Provided further, That for admin-
istrative contract expenses of the Federal 
Housing Administration, $150,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided further, That to the extent guaranteed 
loan commitments exceed $200,000,000,000 on 
or before April 1, 2024, an additional $1,400 for 
administrative contract expenses shall be 
available for each $1,000,000 in additional 
guaranteed loan commitments (including a 
pro rata amount for any amount below 
$1,000,000), but in no case shall funds made 
available by this proviso exceed $30,000,000: 
Provided further, That notwithstanding the 
limitation in the first sentence of section 
255(g) of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 
1715z–20(g)), during fiscal year 2024 the Sec-

retary may insure and enter into new com-
mitments to insure mortgages under section 
255 of the National Housing Act only to the 
extent that the net credit subsidy cost for 
such insurance does not exceed zero. 
GENERAL AND SPECIAL RISK PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to guarantee loans in-
sured under the General and Special Risk In-
surance Funds, as authorized by sections 238 
and 519 of the National Housing Act (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–3 and 1735c), shall not exceed 
$35,000,000,000 in total loan principal, any 
part of which is to be guaranteed, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025: Provided, 
That during fiscal year 2024, gross obliga-
tions for the principal amount of direct 
loans, as authorized by sections 204(g), 207(l), 
238, and 519(a) of the National Housing Act, 
shall not exceed $1,000,000, which shall be for 
loans to nonprofit and governmental entities 
in connection with the sale of single family 
real properties owned by the Secretary and 
formerly insured under such Act. 

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL MORTGAGE 
ASSOCIATION 

GUARANTEES OF MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES 
LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

New commitments to issue guarantees to 
carry out the purposes of section 306 of the 
National Housing Act, as amended (12 U.S.C. 
1721(g)), shall not exceed $550,000,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2025: 
Provided, That $54,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025, shall be for 
necessary salaries and expenses of the Gov-
ernment National Mortgage Association: 
Provided further, That to the extent that 
guaranteed loan commitments exceed 
$155,000,000,000 on or before April 1, 2024, an 
additional $100 for necessary salaries and ex-
penses shall be available until expended for 
each $1,000,000 in additional guaranteed loan 
commitments (including a pro rata amount 
for any amount below $1,000,000), but in no 
case shall funds made available by this pro-
viso exceed $3,000,000: Provided further, That 
receipts from Commitment and Multiclass 
fees collected pursuant to title III of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1716 et seq.) 
shall be credited as offsetting collections to 
this account. 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 
RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 

For contracts, grants, and necessary ex-
penses of programs of research and studies 
relating to housing and urban problems, not 
otherwise provided for, as authorized by title 
V of the Housing and Urban Development 
Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 1701z–1 et seq.), includ-
ing carrying out the functions of the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
under section 1(a)(1)(i) of Reorganization 
Plan No. 2 of 1968, and for technical assist-
ance, $119,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2025: Provided, That with re-
spect to amounts made available under this 
heading, notwithstanding section 203 of this 
title, the Secretary may enter into coopera-
tive agreements with philanthropic entities, 
other Federal agencies, State or local gov-
ernments and their agencies, Indian Tribes, 
tribally designated housing entities, or col-
leges or universities for research projects: 
Provided further, That with respect to the 
preceding proviso, such partners to the coop-
erative agreements shall contribute at least 
a 50 percent match toward the cost of the 
project: Provided further, That for non-com-
petitive agreements entered into in accord-
ance with the preceding two provisos, the 
Secretary shall comply with section 2(b) of 
the Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–282; 
31 U.S.C. note) in lieu of compliance with 
section 102(a)(4)(C) of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Reform Act 

of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 3545(a)(4)(C)) with respect to 
documentation of award decisions: Provided 
further, That prior to obligation of technical 
assistance funding, the Secretary shall sub-
mit a plan to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations on how the Secretary 
will allocate funding for this activity at 
least 30 days prior to obligation: Provided 
further, That none of the funds provided 
under this heading may be available for the 
doctoral dissertation research grant pro-
gram: Provided further, That an additional 
$20,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, shall be for competitive 
grants to nonprofit or governmental entities 
to provide legal assistance (including assist-
ance related to pretrial activities, trial ac-
tivities, post-trial activities and alternative 
dispute resolution) at no cost to eligible low- 
income tenants at risk of or subject to evic-
tion: Provided further, That in awarding 
grants under the preceding proviso, the Sec-
retary shall give preference to applicants 
that include a marketing strategy for resi-
dents of areas with high rates of eviction, 
have experience providing no-cost legal as-
sistance to low-income individuals, including 
those with limited English proficiency or 
disabilities, and have sufficient capacity to 
administer such assistance: Provided further, 
That the Secretary shall ensure, to the ex-
tent practicable, that the proportion of eligi-
ble tenants living in rural areas who will re-
ceive legal assistance with grant funds made 
available under this heading is not less than 
the overall proportion of eligible tenants 
who live in rural areas. 

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
FAIR HOUSING ACTIVITIES 

For contracts, grants, and other assist-
ance, not otherwise provided for, as author-
ized by title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.), and section 561 of 
the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1987 (42 U.S.C. 3616a), $86,355,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 3302 of 
title 31, United States Code, the Secretary 
may assess and collect fees to cover the costs 
of the Fair Housing Training Academy, and 
may use such funds to develop online courses 
and provide such training: Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available under 
this heading may be used to lobby the execu-
tive or legislative branches of the Federal 
Government in connection with a specific 
contract, grant, or loan: Provided further, 
That of the funds made available under this 
heading, $1,355,000 may be available to the 
Secretary for the creation and promotion of 
translated materials and other programs 
that support the assistance of persons with 
limited English proficiency in utilizing the 
services provided by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

OFFICE OF LEAD HAZARD CONTROL AND 
HEALTHY HOMES 

LEAD HAZARD REDUCTION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the lead hazard reduction program, as 
authorized by section 1011 of the Residential 
Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 
1992 (42 U.S.C. 4852), the healthy homes ini-
tiative, pursuant to sections 501 and 502 of 
the Housing and Urban Development Act of 
1970 (12 U.S.C. 1701z–1 and 1701z–2), and for re-
lated activities and assistance, $345,000,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2026: 
Provided, That the amounts made available 
under this heading are provided as follows: 

(1) $200,000,000 shall be for the award of 
grants pursuant to such section 1011, of 
which not less than $105,000,000 shall be pro-
vided to areas with the highest lead-based 
paint abatement need; 

(2) $140,000,000 shall be for the healthy 
homes initiative, pursuant to sections 501 
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and 502 of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1970, which shall include re-
search, studies, testing, and demonstration 
efforts, including education and outreach 
concerning lead-based paint poisoning and 
other housing-related diseases and hazards, 
and mitigating housing-related health and 
safety hazards in housing of low-income fam-
ilies, of which— 

(A) $5,000,000 shall be for the implementa-
tion of projects in communities that are 
served by both the healthy homes initiative 
and the Department of Energy weatheriza-
tion programs to demonstrate whether the 
coordination of healthy homes remediation 
activities with weatherization activities 
achieves cost savings and better outcomes in 
improving the safety and quality of homes; 
and 

(B) $30,000,000 shall be for grants to experi-
enced non-profit organizations, States, local 
governments, or public housing agencies for 
safety and functional home modification re-
pairs and renovations to meet the needs of 
low-income seniors to enable them to remain 
in their primary residence, of which no less 
than $10,000,000 shall be available to meet 
such needs in communities with substantial 
rural populations; 

(3) $3,000,000 shall be for the award of 
grants and contracts for research pursuant 
to sections 1051 and 1052 of the Residential 
Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 
1992 (42 U.S.C. 4854, 4854a); 

(4) up to $2,000,000 in total of the amounts 
made available under paragraphs (2) and (3) 
may be transferred to the heading ‘‘Research 
and Technology’’ for the purposes of con-
ducting research and studies and for use in 
accordance with the provisos under that 
heading for non-competitive agreements; and 

(5) $2,000,000 shall be for grants for a radon 
testing and mitigation safety demonstration 
program (the radon demonstration) in public 
housing: Provided, That the testing method, 
mitigation method, or action level used 
under the radon demonstration shall be as 
specified by applicable State or local law, if 
such law is more protective of human health 
or the environment than the method or level 
specified by the Secretary: 
Provided further, That for purposes of envi-
ronmental review, pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.) and other provisions of law that 
further the purposes of such Act, a grant 
under the healthy homes initiative, or the 
lead technical studies program, or other 
demonstrations or programs under this head-
ing or under prior appropriations Acts for 
such purposes under this heading, or under 
the heading ‘‘Housing for the Elderly’’ under 
prior Appropriations Acts, shall be consid-
ered to be funds for a special project for pur-
poses of section 305(c) of the Multifamily 
Housing Property Disposition Reform Act of 
1994: Provided further, That each applicant for 
a grant or cooperative agreement under this 
heading shall certify adequate capacity that 
is acceptable to the Secretary to carry out 
the proposed use of funds pursuant to a no-
tice of funding opportunity: Provided further, 
That amounts made available under this 
heading, in this or prior appropriations Acts, 
still remaining available, may be used for 
any purpose under this heading notwith-
standing the purpose for which such amounts 
were appropriated if a program competition 
is undersubscribed and there are other pro-
gram competitions under this heading that 
are oversubscribed: Provided further, That 
$49,400,000 of the amounts made available 
under this heading in this Act from amounts 
specified in paragraph (2) shall be derived 
from unobligated balances from prior year 
appropriations available under this heading, 
which shall continue to be available for the 
same time period as originally appropriated. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUND 
For Department-wide and program-specific 

information technology systems and infra-
structure, $383,050,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2026, of which up to 
$23,950,000 shall be for development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement projects, in-
cluding planning for such projects: Provided, 
That not later than 30 days after the end of 
each quarter, the Secretary shall brief the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions on all information technology mod-
ernization efforts as required in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act). 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary salaries and expenses of the 

Office of Inspector General in carrying out 
the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amend-
ed, $152,924,000: Provided, That the Inspector 
General shall have independent authority 
over all personnel issues within this office. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 201. Fifty percent of the amounts of 
budget authority, or in lieu thereof 50 per-
cent of the cash amounts associated with 
such budget authority, that are recaptured 
from projects described in section 1012(a) of 
the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assist-
ance Amendments Act of 1988 (42 U.S.C. 1437f 
note) shall be rescinded or in the case of 
cash, shall be remitted to the Treasury, and 
such amounts of budget authority or cash re-
captured and not rescinded or remitted to 
the Treasury shall be used by State housing 
finance agencies or local governments or 
local housing agencies with projects ap-
proved by the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development for which settlement oc-
curred after January 1, 1992, in accordance 
with such section. Notwithstanding the pre-
vious sentence, the Secretary may award up 
to 15 percent of the budget authority or cash 
recaptured and not rescinded or remitted to 
the Treasury to provide project owners with 
incentives to refinance their project at a 
lower interest rate. 

SEC. 202. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to investigate or 
prosecute under the Fair Housing Act any 
otherwise lawful activity engaged in by one 
or more persons, including the filing or 
maintaining of a nonfrivolous legal action, 
that is engaged in solely for the purpose of 
achieving or preventing action by a Govern-
ment official or entity, or a court of com-
petent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 203. Except as explicitly provided in 
law, any grant, cooperative agreement or 
other assistance made pursuant to title II of 
this Act shall be made on a competitive basis 
and in accordance with section 102 of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
Reform Act of 1989 (42 U.S.C. 3545). 

SEC. 204. Funds of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development subject to the 
Government Corporation Control Act or sec-
tion 402 of the Housing Act of 1950 shall be 
available, without regard to the limitations 
on administrative expenses, for legal serv-
ices on a contract or fee basis, and for uti-
lizing and making payment for services and 
facilities of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association, Government National Mortgage 
Association, Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation, Federal Financing Bank, Fed-
eral Reserve banks or any member thereof, 
Federal Home Loan banks, and any insured 
bank within the meaning of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation Act, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 1811–1). 

SEC. 205. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or through a reprogramming of 

funds, no part of any appropriation for the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall be available for any program, 
project or activity in excess of amounts set 
forth in the budget estimates submitted to 
Congress. 

SEC. 206. Corporations and agencies of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment which are subject to the Government 
Corporation Control Act are hereby author-
ized to make such expenditures, within the 
limits of funds and borrowing authority 
available to each such corporation or agency 
and in accordance with law, and to make 
such contracts and commitments without re-
gard to fiscal year limitations as provided by 
section 104 of such Act as may be necessary 
in carrying out the programs set forth in the 
budget for 2024 for such corporation or agen-
cy except as hereinafter provided: Provided, 
That collections of these corporations and 
agencies may be used for new loan or mort-
gage purchase commitments only to the ex-
tent expressly provided for in this Act (un-
less such loans are in support of other forms 
of assistance provided for in this or prior ap-
propriations Acts), except that this proviso 
shall not apply to the mortgage insurance or 
guaranty operations of these corporations, 
or where loans or mortgage purchases are 
necessary to protect the financial interest of 
the United States Government. 

SEC. 207. The Secretary shall provide quar-
terly reports to the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations regarding all un-
committed, unobligated, recaptured and ex-
cess funds in each program and activity 
within the jurisdiction of the Department 
and shall submit additional, updated budget 
information to these Committees upon re-
quest. 

SEC. 208. None of the funds made available 
by this title may be used for an audit of the 
Government National Mortgage Association 
that makes applicable requirements under 
the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 
U.S.C. 661 et seq.). 

SEC. 209. (a) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, subject to the conditions 
listed under this section, for fiscal years 2024 
and 2025, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development may authorize the transfer of 
some or all project-based assistance, debt 
held or insured by the Secretary and statu-
torily required low-income and very low-in-
come use restrictions if any, associated with 
one or more multifamily housing project or 
projects to another multifamily housing 
project or projects. 

(b) PHASED TRANSFERS.—Transfers of 
project-based assistance under this section 
may be done in phases to accommodate the 
financing and other requirements related to 
rehabilitating or constructing the project or 
projects to which the assistance is trans-
ferred, to ensure that such project or 
projects meet the standards under subsection 
(c). 

(c) The transfer authorized in subsection 
(a) is subject to the following conditions: 

(1) NUMBER AND BEDROOM SIZE OF UNITS.— 
(A) For occupied units in the transferring 

project: The number of low-income and very 
low-income units and the configuration (i.e., 
bedroom size) provided by the transferring 
project shall be no less than when trans-
ferred to the receiving project or projects 
and the net dollar amount of Federal assist-
ance provided to the transferring project 
shall remain the same in the receiving 
project or projects. 

(B) For unoccupied units in the transfer-
ring project: The Secretary may authorize a 
reduction in the number of dwelling units in 
the receiving project or projects to allow for 
a reconfiguration of bedroom sizes to meet 
current market demands, as determined by 
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the Secretary and provided there is no in-
crease in the project-based assistance budget 
authority. 

(2) The transferring project shall, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, be either physically 
obsolete or economically nonviable, or be 
reasonably expected to become economically 
nonviable when complying with State or 
Federal requirements for community inte-
gration and reduced concentration of indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

(3) The receiving project or projects shall 
meet or exceed applicable physical standards 
established by the Secretary. 

(4) The owner or mortgagor of the transfer-
ring project shall notify and consult with the 
tenants residing in the transferring project 
and provide a certification of approval by all 
appropriate local governmental officials. 

(5) The tenants of the transferring project 
who remain eligible for assistance to be pro-
vided by the receiving project or projects 
shall not be required to vacate their units in 
the transferring project or projects until new 
units in the receiving project are available 
for occupancy. 

(6) The Secretary determines that this 
transfer is in the best interest of the tenants. 

(7) If either the transferring project or the 
receiving project or projects meets the con-
dition specified in subsection (d)(2)(A), any 
lien on the receiving project resulting from 
additional financing obtained by the owner 
shall be subordinate to any FHA-insured 
mortgage lien transferred to, or placed on, 
such project by the Secretary, except that 
the Secretary may waive this requirement 
upon determination that such a waiver is 
necessary to facilitate the financing of ac-
quisition, construction, and/or rehabilitation 
of the receiving project or projects. 

(8) If the transferring project meets the re-
quirements of subsection (d)(2), the owner or 
mortgagor of the receiving project or 
projects shall execute and record either a 
continuation of the existing use agreement 
or a new use agreement for the project 
where, in either case, any use restrictions in 
such agreement are of no lesser duration 
than the existing use restrictions. 

(9) The transfer does not increase the cost 
(as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 661a)) of 
any FHA-insured mortgage, except to the ex-
tent that appropriations are provided in ad-
vance for the amount of any such increased 
cost. 

(d) For purposes of this section— 
(1) the terms ‘‘low-income’’ and ‘‘very low- 

income’’ shall have the meanings provided 
by the statute and/or regulations governing 
the program under which the project is in-
sured or assisted; 

(2) the term ‘‘multifamily housing project’’ 
means housing that meets one of the fol-
lowing conditions— 

(A) housing that is subject to a mortgage 
insured under the National Housing Act; 

(B) housing that has project-based assist-
ance attached to the structure including 
projects undergoing mark to market debt re-
structuring under the Multifamily Assisted 
Housing Reform and Affordability Housing 
Act; 

(C) housing that is assisted under section 
202 of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 
1701q); 

(D) housing that is assisted under section 
202 of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 
1701q), as such section existed before the en-
actment of the Cranston-Gonzales National 
Affordable Housing Act; 

(E) housing that is assisted under section 
811 of the Cranston-Gonzales National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 8013); or 

(F) housing or vacant land that is subject 
to a use agreement; 

(3) the term ‘‘project-based assistance’’ 
means— 

(A) assistance provided under section 8(b) 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1437f(b)); 

(B) assistance for housing constructed or 
substantially rehabilitated pursuant to as-
sistance provided under section 8(b)(2) of 
such Act (as such section existed imme-
diately before October 1, 1983); 

(C) rent supplement payments under sec-
tion 101 of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1965 (12 U.S.C. 1701s); 

(D) interest reduction payments under sec-
tion 236 and/or additional assistance pay-
ments under section 236(f)(2) of the National 
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1715z–1); 

(E) assistance payments made under sec-
tion 202(c)(2) of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 
U.S.C. 1701q(c)(2)); and 

(F) assistance payments made under sec-
tion 811(d)(2) of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 
8013(d)(2)); 

(4) the term ‘‘receiving project or projects’’ 
means the multifamily housing project or 
projects to which some or all of the project- 
based assistance, debt, and statutorily re-
quired low-income and very low-income use 
restrictions are to be transferred; 

(5) the term ‘‘transferring project’’ means 
the multifamily housing project which is 
transferring some or all of the project-based 
assistance, debt, and the statutorily required 
low-income and very low-income use restric-
tions to the receiving project or projects; 
and 

(6) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development. 

(e) RESEARCH REPORT.—The Secretary 
shall conduct an evaluation of the transfer 
authority under this section, including the 
effect of such transfers on the operational ef-
ficiency, contract rents, physical and finan-
cial conditions, and long-term preservation 
of the affected properties. 

SEC. 210. (a) No assistance shall be provided 
under section 8 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) to any individual 
who— 

(1) is enrolled as a student at an institu-
tion of higher education (as defined under 
section 102 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)); 

(2) is under 24 years of age; 
(3) is not a veteran; 
(4) is unmarried; 
(5) does not have a dependent child; 
(6) is not a person with disabilities, as such 

term is defined in section 3(b)(3)(E) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437a(b)(3)(E)) and was not receiving assist-
ance under such section 8 as of November 30, 
2005; 

(7) is not a youth who left foster care at 
age 14 or older and is at risk of becoming 
homeless; and 

(8) is not otherwise individually eligible, or 
has parents who, individually or jointly, are 
not eligible, to receive assistance under sec-
tion 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f). 

(b) For purposes of determining the eligi-
bility of a person to receive assistance under 
section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f), any financial assistance 
(in excess of amounts received for tuition 
and any other required fees and charges) 
that an individual receives under the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), 
from private sources, or from an institution 
of higher education (as defined under section 
102 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1002)), shall be considered income to 
that individual, except for a person over the 
age of 23 with dependent children. 

SEC. 211. The funds made available for Na-
tive Alaskans under paragraph (1) under the 

heading ‘‘Native American Programs’’ in 
title II of this Act shall be allocated to the 
same Native Alaskan housing block grant re-
cipients that received funds in fiscal year 
2005, and only such recipients shall be eligi-
ble to apply for funds made available under 
paragraph (2) of such heading. 

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, in fiscal year 2024, in managing 
and disposing of any multifamily property 
that is owned or has a mortgage held by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and during the process of foreclosure 
on any property with a contract for rental 
assistance payments under section 8 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f) or any other Federal programs, the 
Secretary shall maintain any rental assist-
ance payments under section 8 of the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 and other pro-
grams that are attached to any dwelling 
units in the property. To the extent the Sec-
retary determines, in consultation with the 
tenants and the local government that such 
a multifamily property owned or having a 
mortgage held by the Secretary is not fea-
sible for continued rental assistance pay-
ments under such section 8 or other pro-
grams, based on consideration of (1) the costs 
of rehabilitating and operating the property 
and all available Federal, State, and local re-
sources, including rent adjustments under 
section 524 of the Multifamily Assisted Hous-
ing Reform and Affordability Act of 1997 (in 
this section ‘‘MAHRAA’’) (42 U.S.C. 1437f 
note), and (2) environmental conditions that 
cannot be remedied in a cost-effective fash-
ion, the Secretary may, in consultation with 
the tenants of that property, contract for 
project-based rental assistance payments 
with an owner or owners of other existing 
housing properties, or provide other rental 
assistance. The Secretary shall also take ap-
propriate steps to ensure that project-based 
contracts remain in effect prior to fore-
closure, subject to the exercise of contrac-
tual abatement remedies to assist relocation 
of tenants for imminent major threats to 
health and safety after written notice to and 
informed consent of the affected tenants and 
use of other available remedies, such as par-
tial abatements or receivership. After dis-
position of any multifamily property de-
scribed in this section, the contract and al-
lowable rent levels on such properties shall 
be subject to the requirements under section 
524 of MAHRAA. 

SEC. 213. Public housing agencies that own 
and operate 400 or fewer public housing units 
may elect to be exempt from any asset man-
agement requirement imposed by the Sec-
retary in connection with the operating fund 
rule: Provided, That an agency seeking a dis-
continuance of a reduction of subsidy under 
the operating fund formula shall not be ex-
empt from asset management requirements. 

SEC. 214. With respect to the use of 
amounts provided in this Act and in future 
Acts for the operation, capital improvement, 
and management of public housing as au-
thorized by sections 9(d) and 9(e) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437g(d), (e)), the Secretary shall not impose 
any requirement or guideline relating to 
asset management that restricts or limits in 
any way the use of capital funds for central 
office costs pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2) 
of section 9(g) of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g(g)(1), (2)): Pro-
vided, That a public housing agency may not 
use capital funds authorized under section 
9(d) for activities that are eligible under sec-
tion 9(e) for assistance with amounts from 
the operating fund in excess of the amounts 
permitted under paragraph (1) or (2) of sec-
tion 9(g). 

SEC. 215. No official or employee of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00108 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1203 March 5, 2024 
shall be designated as an allotment holder 
unless the Office of the Chief Financial Offi-
cer has determined that such allotment hold-
er has implemented an adequate system of 
funds control and has received training in 
funds control procedures and directives. The 
Chief Financial Officer shall ensure that 
there is a trained allotment holder for each 
HUD appropriation under the accounts ‘‘Ex-
ecutive Offices’’, ‘‘Administrative Support 
Offices’’, ‘‘Program Offices’’, ‘‘Government 
National Mortgage Association—Guarantees 
of Mortgage-Backed Securities Loan Guar-
antee Program Account’’, and ‘‘Office of In-
spector General’’ within the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

SEC. 216. The Secretary shall, for fiscal 
year 2024, notify the public through the Fed-
eral Register and other means, as deter-
mined appropriate, of the issuance of a no-
tice of the availability of assistance or no-
tice of funding opportunity (NOFO) for any 
program or discretionary fund administered 
by the Secretary that is to be competitively 
awarded. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, for fiscal year 2024, the Secretary 
may make the NOFO available only on the 
Internet at the appropriate Government 
website or through other electronic media, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 217. Payment of attorney fees in pro-
gram-related litigation shall be paid from 
the individual program office and Office of 
General Counsel salaries and expenses appro-
priations. 

SEC. 218. The Secretary is authorized to 
transfer up to 10 percent or $5,000,000, which-
ever is less, of funds appropriated for any of-
fice under the headings ‘‘Administrative 
Support Offices’’ or ‘‘Program Offices’’ to 
any other such office under such headings: 
Provided, That no appropriation for any such 
office under such headings shall be increased 
or decreased by more than 10 percent or 
$5,000,000, whichever is less, without prior 
written approval of the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall provide notifi-
cation to such Committees 3 business days in 
advance of any such transfers under this sec-
tion up to 10 percent or $5,000,000, whichever 
is less. 

SEC. 219. (a) Any entity receiving housing 
assistance payments shall maintain decent, 
safe, and sanitary conditions, as determined 
by the Secretary, and comply with any 
standards under applicable State or local 
laws, rules, ordinances, or regulations relat-
ing to the physical condition of any property 
covered under a housing assistance payment 
contract. 

(b) The Secretary shall take action under 
subsection (c) when a multifamily housing 
project with a contract under section 8 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f) or a contract for similar project-based 
assistance— 

(1) receives a failing score under the Uni-
form Physical Condition Standards (UPCS) 
or successor standard; or 

(2) fails to certify in writing to the Sec-
retary within 3 days that all Exigent Health 
and Safety deficiencies, or those deficiencies 
requiring correction within 24 hours, identi-
fied by the inspector at the project have been 
corrected. 

Such requirements shall apply to insured 
and noninsured projects with assistance at-
tached to the units under section 8 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f), but shall not apply to such units as-
sisted under section 8(o)(13) of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1437f(o)(13)) or to public housing units 
assisted with capital or operating funds 
under section 9 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g). 

(c)(1) Within 15 days of the issuance of the 
Real Estate Assessment Center (‘‘REAC’’) in-

spection, the Secretary shall provide the 
owner with a Notice of Default with a speci-
fied timetable, determined by the Secretary, 
for correcting all deficiencies. The Secretary 
shall provide a copy of the Notice of Default 
to the tenants, the local government, any 
mortgagees, and any contract administrator. 
If the owner’s appeal results in a passing 
score, the Secretary may withdraw the No-
tice of Default. 

(2) At the end of the time period for cor-
recting all deficiencies specified in the No-
tice of Default, if the owner fails to fully cor-
rect such deficiencies, the Secretary may— 

(A) require immediate replacement of 
project management with a management 
agent approved by the Secretary; 

(B) impose civil money penalties, which 
shall be used solely for the purpose of sup-
porting safe and sanitary conditions at appli-
cable properties, as designated by the Sec-
retary, with priority given to the tenants of 
the property affected by the penalty; 

(C) abate the section 8 contract, including 
partial abatement, as determined by the Sec-
retary, until all deficiencies have been cor-
rected; 

(D) pursue transfer of the project to an 
owner, approved by the Secretary under es-
tablished procedures, who will be obligated 
to promptly make all required repairs and to 
accept renewal of the assistance contract if 
such renewal is offered; 

(E) transfer the existing section 8 contract 
to another project or projects and owner or 
owners; 

(F) pursue exclusionary sanctions, includ-
ing suspensions or debarments from Federal 
programs; 

(G) seek judicial appointment of a receiver 
to manage the property and cure all project 
deficiencies or seek a judicial order of spe-
cific performance requiring the owner to 
cure all project deficiencies; 

(H) work with the owner, lender, or other 
related party to stabilize the property in an 
attempt to preserve the property through 
compliance, transfer of ownership, or an in-
fusion of capital provided by a third-party 
that requires time to effectuate; or 

(I) take any other regulatory or contrac-
tual remedies available as deemed necessary 
and appropriate by the Secretary. 

(d) The Secretary shall take appropriate 
steps to ensure that project-based contracts 
remain in effect, subject to the exercise of 
contractual abatement remedies to assist re-
location of tenants for major threats to 
health and safety after written notice to the 
affected tenants. To the extent the Secretary 
determines, in consultation with the tenants 
and the local government, that the property 
is not feasible for continued rental assist-
ance payments under such section 8 or other 
programs, based on consideration of— 

(1) the costs of rehabilitating and oper-
ating the property and all available Federal, 
State, and local resources, including rent ad-
justments under section 524 of the Multi-
family Assisted Housing Reform and Afford-
ability Act of 1997 (‘‘MAHRAA’’); and 

(2) environmental conditions that cannot 
be remedied in a cost-effective fashion, the 
Secretary may contract for project-based 
rental assistance payments with an owner or 
owners of other existing housing properties, 
or provide other rental assistance. 

(e) The Secretary shall report semi-annu-
ally on all properties covered by this section 
that are assessed through the Real Estate 
Assessment Center and have failing physical 
inspection scores or have received an unsat-
isfactory management and occupancy review 
within the past 36 months. The report shall 
include— 

(1) identification of the enforcement ac-
tions being taken to address such conditions, 
including imposition of civil money pen-

alties and termination of subsidies, and iden-
tification of properties that have such condi-
tions multiple times; 

(2) identification of actions that the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
is taking to protect tenants of such identi-
fied properties; and 

(3) any administrative or legislative rec-
ommendations to further improve the living 
conditions at properties covered under a 
housing assistance payment contract. 

The first report shall be submitted to the 
Senate and House Committees on Appropria-
tions not later than 30 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, and the second report shall 
be submitted within 180 days of the trans-
mittal of the first report. 

SEC. 220. None of the funds made available 
by this Act, or any other Act, for purposes 
authorized under section 8 (only with respect 
to the tenant-based rental assistance pro-
gram) and section 9 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437 et seq.), 
may be used by any public housing agency 
for any amount of salary, including bonuses, 
for the chief executive officer of which, or 
any other official or employee of which, that 
exceeds the annual rate of basic pay payable 
for a position at level IV of the Executive 
Schedule at any time during any public 
housing agency fiscal year 2024. 

SEC. 221. None of the funds made available 
by this Act and provided to the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development may be 
used to make a grant award unless the Sec-
retary notifies the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations not less than 3 
full business days before any project, State, 
locality, housing authority, Tribe, nonprofit 
organization, or other entity selected to re-
ceive a grant award is announced by the De-
partment or its offices: Provided, That such 
notification shall list each grant award by 
State and congressional district. 

SEC. 222. None of the funds made available 
in this Act shall be used by the Federal 
Housing Administration, the Government 
National Mortgage Association, or the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
to insure, securitize, or establish a Federal 
guarantee of any mortgage or mortgage 
backed security that refinances or otherwise 
replaces a mortgage that has been subject to 
eminent domain condemnation or seizure, by 
a State, municipality, or any other political 
subdivision of a State. 

SEC. 223. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to terminate the 
status of a unit of general local government 
as a metropolitan city (as defined in section 
102 of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302)) with respect 
to grants under section 106 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 5306). 

SEC. 224. Amounts made available by this 
Act that are appropriated, allocated, ad-
vanced on a reimbursable basis, or trans-
ferred to the Office of Policy Development 
and Research of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and functions there-
of, for research, evaluation, or statistical 
purposes, and that are unexpended at the 
time of completion of a contract, grant, or 
cooperative agreement, may be deobligated 
and shall immediately become available and 
may be reobligated in that fiscal year or the 
subsequent fiscal year for the research, eval-
uation, or statistical purposes for which the 
amounts are made available to that Office 
subject to reprogramming requirements in 
section 405 of this Act. 

SEC. 225. None of the funds provided in this 
Act or any other Act may be used for awards, 
including performance, special act, or spot, 
for any employee of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development subject to ad-
ministrative discipline (including suspension 
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from work), in this fiscal year, but this pro-
hibition shall not be effective prior to the ef-
fective date of any such administrative dis-
cipline or after any final decision over-turn-
ing such discipline. 

SEC. 226. With respect to grant amounts 
awarded under the heading ‘‘Homeless As-
sistance Grants’’ for fiscal years 2015 through 
2024 for the continuum of care (CoC) program 
as authorized under subtitle C of title IV of 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act, costs paid by program income of grant 
recipients may count toward meeting the re-
cipient’s matching requirements, provided 
the costs are eligible CoC costs that supple-
ment the recipient’s CoC program. 

SEC. 227. (a) From amounts made available 
under this title under the heading ‘‘Homeless 
Assistance Grants’’, the Secretary may 
award 1-year transition grants to recipients 
of funds for activities under subtitle C of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) to transition from 
one continuum of care program component 
to another. 

(b) In order to be eligible to receive a tran-
sition grant, the funding recipient must have 
the consent of the continuum of care and 
meet standards determined by the Secretary. 

SEC. 228. The promise zone designations 
and promise zone designation agreements en-
tered into pursuant to such designations, 
made by the Secretary in prior fiscal years, 
shall remain in effect in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of such agreements. 

SEC. 229. Any public housing agency des-
ignated as a Moving to Work agency pursu-
ant to section 239 of division L of Public Law 
114–113 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note; 129 Stat. 2897) 
may, upon such designation, use funds (ex-
cept for special purpose funding, including 
special purpose vouchers) previously allo-
cated to any such public housing agency 
under section 8 or 9 of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937, including any reserve 
funds held by the public housing agency or 
funds held by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, pursuant to the author-
ity for use of section 8 or 9 funding provided 
under such section and section 204 of title II 
of the Departments of Veterans Affairs and 
Housing and Urban Development and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996 
(Public Law 104–134; 110 Stat. 1321–28), not-
withstanding the purposes for which such 
funds were appropriated. 

SEC. 230. None of the amounts made avail-
able by this Act may be used to prohibit any 
public housing agency under receivership or 
the direction of a Federal monitor from ap-
plying for, receiving, or using funds made 
available under the heading ‘‘Public Housing 
Fund’’ for competitive grants to evaluate 
and reduce lead-based paint hazards in this 
Act or that remain available and not award-
ed from prior Acts, or be used to prohibit a 
public housing agency from using such funds 
to carry out any required work pursuant to 
a settlement agreement, consent decree, vol-
untary agreement, or similar document for a 
violation of the lead safe housing or lead dis-
closure rules. 

SEC. 231. The language under the heading 
‘‘Rental Assistance Demonstration’’ in the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, 2012 (title II of di-
vision C of Public Law 112–55), as most re-
cently amended by Public Law 117–103, is fur-
ther amended— 

(1) in the initial undesignated matter, by 
striking ‘‘and ‘Public Housing Operating 
Fund’ ’’ and inserting ‘‘, ‘Public Housing Op-
erating Fund’, and ‘Public Housing Fund’ ’’; 

(2) in the second proviso, by striking 
‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2029’’; 

(3) after the fourth proviso, by inserting 
the following new provisos: ‘‘Provided further, 
That at properties with assistance under sec-

tion 9 of the Act requesting to partially con-
vert such assistance, and where an event 
under section 18 of the Act occurs that re-
sults in the eligibility for tenant protection 
vouchers under section 8(o) of the Act, the 
Secretary may convert the tenant protection 
voucher assistance to assistance under a 
project-based subsidy contract under section 
8 of the Act, which shall be eligible for re-
newal under section 524 of the Multifamily 
Assisted Housing Reform and Affordability 
Act of 1997, or assistance under section 
8(o)(13) of the Act, so long as the property 
meets any additional requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary to facilitate conver-
sion: Provided further, That to facilitate the 
conversion of assistance under the previous 
proviso, the Secretary may transfer an 
amount equal to the total amount that 
would have been allocated for tenant protec-
tion voucher assistance for properties that 
have requested such conversions from 
amounts made available for tenant protec-
tion voucher assistance under the heading 
‘Tenant-Based Rental Assistance’ to the 
heading ‘Project-Based Rental Assistance’: 
Provided further, That at properties with as-
sistance previously converted hereunder to 
assistance under the heading ‘Project-Based 
Rental Assistance,’ which are also separately 
assisted under section 8(o)(13) of the Act, the 
Secretary may, with the consent of the pub-
lic housing agency and owner, terminate 
such project-based subsidy contracts and im-
mediately enter into one new project-based 
subsidy contract under section 8 of the Act, 
which shall be eligible for renewal under sec-
tion 524 of the Multifamily Assisted Housing 
Reform and Affordability Act of 1997, subject 
to the requirement that any residents as-
sisted under section 8(o)(13) of the Act at the 
time of such termination of such project- 
based subsidy contract shall retain all rights 
accrued under section 8(o)(13)(E) of the Act 
under the new project-based subsidy contract 
and section 8(o)(13)(F)(iv) of the Act shall 
not apply: Provided further, That to carry out 
the previous proviso, the Secretary may 
transfer from the heading ‘Tenant-Based 
Rental Assistance’ to the heading ‘Project- 
Based Rental Assistance’ an amount equal to 
the amounts associated with such termi-
nating contract under section 8(o)(13) of the 
Act:’’; 

(4) in the fourteenth proviso, as reordered 
above, by— 

(A) inserting ‘‘ ‘Public Housing Fund’, 
‘Self-Sufficiency Programs’, ‘Family Self- 
Sufficiency’ ’’ following ‘‘ ‘Public Housing 
Operating Fund’,’’; and 

(B) inserting ‘‘or the ongoing availability 
of services for residents’’ after ‘‘effective 
conversion of assistance under the dem-
onstration’’; 

(5) after the twenty-fourth proviso, as reor-
dered above, by inserting the following pro-
viso: ‘‘Provided further, That owners of prop-
erties with a senior preservation rental as-
sistance contract under section 811 of the 
American Homeownership and Economic Op-
portunity Act of 2000 (12 U.S.C. 1701q note), 
shall be eligible, subject to requirements es-
tablished by the Secretary as necessary to 
facilitate the conversion of assistance while 
maintaining the affordability period and the 
designation of the property as serving elder-
ly families, and tenant consultation proce-
dures, for conversion of assistance available 
for such assistance contracts to assistance 
under a long-term project-based subsidy con-
tract under section 8 of the Act:’’; 

(6) in the twenty-ninth proviso, as reor-
dered above, by inserting ‘‘, section 811 of the 
American Homeownership and Economic Op-
portunity Act of 2000,’’ after ‘‘Housing Act of 
1959’’; and 

(7) in the thirty-fourth proviso, as reor-
dered above, by striking ‘‘any section 202 

project rental assistance contract or section 
811 project rental assistance contract conver-
sions’’ and inserting ‘‘the conversion of as-
sistance from section 202(c)(2) of the Housing 
Act of 1959, section 811 of the American 
Homeownership and Economic Opportunity 
Act of 2000, or section 811(d)(2) of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing 
Act’’. 

SEC. 232. For fiscal year 2024, if the Sec-
retary determines or has determined, for any 
prior formula grant allocation administered 
by the Secretary through the Offices of Pub-
lic and Indian Housing, Community Planning 
and Development, or Housing, that a recipi-
ent received an allocation greater than the 
amount such recipient should have received 
for a formula allocation cycle pursuant to 
applicable statutes and regulations, the Sec-
retary may adjust for any such funding error 
in the next applicable formula allocation 
cycle by (a) offsetting each such recipient’s 
formula allocation (if eligible for a formula 
allocation in the next applicable formula al-
location cycle) by the amount of any such 
funding error, and (b) reallocating any avail-
able balances that are attributable to the 
offset to the recipient or recipients that 
would have been allocated additional funds 
in the formula allocation cycle in which any 
such error occurred (if such recipient or re-
cipients are eligible for a formula allocation 
in the next applicable formula allocation 
cycle) in an amount proportionate to such 
recipient’s eligibility under the next applica-
ble formula allocation cycle: Provided, That 
all offsets and reallocations from such avail-
able balances shall be recorded against funds 
available for the next applicable formula al-
location cycle: Provided further, That the 
term ‘‘next applicable formula allocation 
cycle’’ means the first formula allocation 
cycle for a program that is reasonably avail-
able for correction following such a Secre-
tarial determination: Provided further, That 
if, upon request by a recipient and giving 
consideration to all Federal resources avail-
able to the recipient for the same grant pur-
poses, the Secretary determines that the off-
set in the next applicable formula allocation 
cycle would critically impair the recipient’s 
ability to accomplish the purpose of the for-
mula grant, the Secretary may adjust for the 
funding error across two or more formula al-
location cycles. 

SEC. 233. The Secretary may transfer from 
amounts made available for salaries and ex-
penses under this title (excluding amounts 
made available under the heading ‘‘Office of 
Inspector General’’) to the heading ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Fund’’ for information 
technology needs, including for additional 
development, modernization, and enhance-
ment, to remain available until September 
30, 2026: Provided, That the total amount of 
such transfers shall not exceed $5,000,000: 
Provided further, That this transfer authority 
shall not be used to fund information tech-
nology projects or activities that have 
known out-year development, moderniza-
tion, or enhancement costs in excess of 
$500,000: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall provide notification to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations no 
fewer than 3 business days in advance of any 
such transfer. 

SEC. 234. The Secretary shall comply with 
all process requirements, including public 
notice and comment, when seeking to revise 
any annual contributions contract. 

SEC. 235. There is hereby established in the 
Treasury of the United States a fund to be 
known as the ‘‘Department of Housing and 
Urban Development Nonrecurring Expenses 
Fund’’ (the Fund): Provided, That unobli-
gated balances of expired discretionary funds 
appropriated for this or any succeeding fiscal 
year from the General Fund of the Treasury 
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to the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment by this or any other Act may be 
transferred (not later than the end of the 
fifth fiscal year after the last fiscal year for 
which such funds are available for the pur-
poses for which they were appropriated) into 
the Fund: Provided further, That amounts de-
posited in the Fund shall be available until 
expended, in addition to such other funds as 
may be available for such purposes, for cap-
ital needs of the Department, including fa-
cilities infrastructure and information tech-
nology infrastructure, subject to approval by 
the Office of Management and Budget: Pro-
vided further, That amounts in the Fund may 
be obligated only after the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations are notified 
at least 15 days in advance of the planned use 
of funds. 

SEC. 236. (a) Of the unobligated balances 
from amounts made available under the 
heading ‘‘Lead Hazard Reduction’’ in title II 
of division L of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2022 (Public Law 117–103), 
$65,000,000 is hereby permanently rescinded 
from the amounts specified in paragraph (1) 
under such heading (excluding amounts for 
areas with the highest lead-based paint 
abatement needs). 

(b) Of the unobligated balances from 
amounts made available under the heading 
‘‘Public Housing Fund’’ in title II of division 
L of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2023 (Public Law 117–328), $20,000,000 is hereby 
permanently rescinded from the amounts 
specified in paragraph (7) under such head-
ing. 

(c) Any unobligated balances (including 
any unobligated balances of contract author-
ity) included under Treasury Appropriation 
Fund Symbols 86 X 0129, 86 X 0148, 86 X 0197, 
86 X 0314, 86 X 0315, 86 X 0324, 86 X 0402, 86 X 
4058 and 86 X 8093 are hereby permanently re-
scinded. 

(d) Any unobligated balances from 
amounts made available under the heading 
‘‘Self-Help and Assisted Homeownership Op-
portunity Program’’ for the program author-
ized under section 1079 of the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Pub-
lic Law 113–291) are hereby permanently re-
scinded. 

SEC. 237. None of the funds made available 
to the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment in this or prior Acts may be used 
to issue a solicitation or accept bids on any 
solicitation that is substantially equivalent 
to the draft solicitation entitled ‘‘Housing 
Assistance Payments (HAP) Contract Sup-
port Services (HAPSS)’’ posted to 
www.Sam.gov on July 27, 2022. 

SEC. 238. None of the amounts made avail-
able in this Act may be used to consider fam-
ily self-sufficiency performance measures or 
performance scores in determining funding 
awards for programs receiving family self- 
sufficiency program coordinator funding pro-
vided in this Act. 

SEC. 239. (a) Funds previously made avail-
able in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2017 (Public Law 115–31) for the ‘‘Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative’’ that were avail-
able for obligation through fiscal year 2019 
are to remain available through fiscal year 
2025 for the liquidation of valid obligations 
incurred in fiscal years 2017 through 2019. 

(b) Funds previously made available in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–141) for the ‘‘Choice Neighbor-
hoods Initiative’’ that were available for ob-
ligation through fiscal year 2020 are to re-
main available through fiscal year 2026 for 
the liquidation of valid obligations incurred 
in fiscal years 2018 through 2020. 

(c) Funds previously made available in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2019 (Pub-
lic Law 116–6) for the ‘‘Choice Neighborhoods 

Initiative’’ that were available for obligation 
through fiscal year 2021 are to remain avail-
able through fiscal year 2027 for the liquida-
tion of valid obligations incurred in fiscal 
years 2019 through 2021. 

(d) Funds previously made available in the 
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2020 (Public Law 116–94) for the ‘‘Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative’’ that were avail-
able for obligation through fiscal year 2022 
are to remain available through fiscal year 
2028 for the liquidation of valid obligations 
incurred in fiscal years 2020 through 2022. 

(e) Funds previously made available in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 116–260) for the ‘‘Choice Neighbor-
hoods Initiative’’ that were available for ob-
ligation through fiscal year 2023 are to re-
main available through fiscal year 2029 for 
the liquidation of valid obligations incurred 
in fiscal years 2021 through 2023. 

(f) Funds previously made available in the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–141) for ‘‘Lead Hazard Reduction’’ 
that were available for obligation through 
fiscal year 2019 are to remain available 
through fiscal year 2026 for the liquidation of 
valid obligations incurred in fiscal years 2018 
through 2019. 

SEC. 240. Of the amounts made available 
for the Office of Policy Development and Re-
search under the heading ‘‘Program Offices’’, 
up to $3,500,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2026, may be transferred to the 
heading ‘‘Information Technology Fund’’ to 
be available for the needs of the Chief Data 
Officer, in addition to amounts otherwise 
available, including for additional develop-
ment, modernization, and enhancement: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary shall notify the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions no fewer than 3 business days in ad-
vance of any such transfer. 

SEC. 241. Section 239 of division L of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016 (Pub-
lic Law 114–113) is amended by striking 
‘‘2028’’ and inserting ‘‘2038’’. 

SEC. 242. For fiscal years 2024 and 2025, the 
Secretary may issue a 2-year notification of 
funding opportunity, including any alter-
native procedures or requirements as may be 
necessary to allocate future appropriations 
in the second year, for the award of amounts 
made available for the continuum of care 
program under subtitle C of title IV of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.), notwithstanding any 
conflict with the requirements of the con-
tinuum of care program. 

SEC. 243. The Secretary may, upon a find-
ing that a waiver or alternative requirement 
is necessary for the effective delivery and ad-
ministration of funds made available for new 
incremental voucher assistance or renewals 
for the mainstream program and the family 
unification program (including the foster 
youth to independence program) in this and 
prior Acts, waive or specify alternative re-
quirements, other than requirements related 
to tenant rights and protections, rent set-
ting, fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor 
standards, and the environment, for— 

(1) section 8(o)(6)(A) of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)(6)(A)) 
and regulatory provisions related to the ad-
ministration of waiting lists, local pref-
erences, and the initial term and extensions 
of tenant-based vouchers; and 

(2) section 8(x)(2) of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(x)(2)) re-
garding the timing of referral of youth leav-
ing foster care. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Housing and Urban Development Appro-
priations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE III 

RELATED AGENCIES 

ACCESS BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the Access 
Board, as authorized by section 502 of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 792), 
$9,955,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, there may be 
credited to this appropriation funds received 
for publications and training expenses. 

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Mar-
itime Commission as authorized by section 
46107 of title 46, United States Code, includ-
ing services as authorized by section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles as authorized by section 
1343(b) of title 31, United States Code; and 
uniforms or allowances therefor, as author-
ized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, 
United States Code, $40,000,000, of which 
$2,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided, That not to exceed 
$3,500 shall be for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General for the National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation to carry out the pro-
visions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App. 3), $29,240,000: Provided, That the 
Inspector General shall have all necessary 
authority, in carrying out the duties speci-
fied in such Act, to investigate allegations of 
fraud, including false statements to the Gov-
ernment under section 1001 of title 18, United 
States Code, by any person or entity that is 
subject to regulation by the National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation: Provided further, 
That the Inspector General may enter into 
contracts and other arrangements for audits, 
studies, analyses, and other services with 
public agencies and with private persons, 
subject to the applicable laws and regula-
tions that govern the obtaining of such serv-
ices within the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation: Provided further, That the In-
spector General may select, appoint, and em-
ploy such officers and employees as may be 
necessary for carrying out the functions, 
powers, and duties of the Office of Inspector 
General, subject to the applicable laws and 
regulations that govern such selections, ap-
pointments, and employment within the Na-
tional Railroad Passenger Corporation: Pro-
vided further, That concurrent with the 
President’s budget request for fiscal year 
2025, the Inspector General shall submit to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations a budget request for fiscal year 2025 
in similar format and substance to budget 
requests submitted by executive agencies of 
the Federal Government. 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; 
services as authorized by section 3109 of title 
5, United States Code, but at rates for indi-
viduals not to exceed the per diem rate 
equivalent to the rate for a GS–15; uniforms, 
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States 
Code, $140,000,000, of which not to exceed 
$1,000 may be used for official reception and 
representation expenses. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

PAYMENT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

For payment to the Neighborhood Rein-
vestment Corporation for use in neighbor-
hood reinvestment activities, as authorized 
by the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corpora-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 8101–8107), $158,000,000. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Surface 
Transportation Board, including services au-
thorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, $47,452,000: Provided, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, not 
to exceed $1,250,000 from fees established by 
the Surface Transportation Board shall be 
credited to this appropriation as offsetting 
collections and used for necessary and au-
thorized expenses under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That the amounts made avail-
able under this heading from the general 
fund shall be reduced on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis as such offsetting collections are re-
ceived during fiscal year 2024, to result in a 
final appropriation from the general fund es-
timated at not more than $46,202,000. 

UNITED STATES INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON 
HOMELESSNESS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses, including payment 

of salaries, authorized travel, hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms, and the employment of ex-
perts and consultants under section 3109 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the United 
States Interagency Council on Homelessness 
in carrying out the functions pursuant to 
title II of the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act, as amended, $4,300,000. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 

SEC. 401. None of the funds in this Act shall 
be used for the planning or execution of any 
program to pay the expenses of, or otherwise 
compensate, non-Federal parties intervening 
in regulatory or adjudicatory proceedings 
funded in this Act. 

SEC. 402. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond the current fiscal year, nor may 
any be transferred to other appropriations, 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

SEC. 403. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through a procurement contract pursu-
ant to section 3109 of title 5, United States 
Code, shall be limited to those contracts 
where such expenditures are a matter of pub-
lic record and available for public inspection, 
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive Order 
issued pursuant to existing law. 

SEC. 404. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended for any employee training that— 

(1) does not meet identified needs for 
knowledge, skills, and abilities bearing di-
rectly upon the performance of official du-
ties; 

(2) contains elements likely to induce high 
levels of emotional response or psychological 
stress in some participants; 

(3) does not require prior employee notifi-
cation of the content and methods to be used 
in the training and written end of course 
evaluation; 

(4) contains any methods or content associ-
ated with religious or quasi-religious belief 
systems or ‘‘new age’’ belief systems as de-
fined in Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission Notice N–915.022, dated Sep-
tember 2, 1988; or 

(5) is offensive to, or designed to change, 
participants’ personal values or lifestyle out-
side the workplace. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, 
restrict, or otherwise preclude an agency 
from conducting training bearing directly 
upon the performance of official duties. 

SEC. 405. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act, none of the funds provided in this 
Act, provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies or entities funded in 
this Act that remain available for obligation 
or expenditure in fiscal year 2024, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury derived 
by the collection of fees and available to the 
agencies funded by this Act, shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming of funds that— 

(1) creates a new program; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-

ity; 
(3) increases funds or personnel for any 

program, project, or activity for which funds 
have been denied or restricted by the Con-
gress; 

(4) proposes to use funds directed for a spe-
cific activity by either the House or Senate 
Committees on Appropriations for a dif-
ferent purpose; 

(5) augments existing programs, projects, 
or activities in excess of $5,000,000 or 10 per-
cent, whichever is less; 

(6) reduces existing programs, projects, or 
activities by $5,000,000 or 10 percent, which-
ever is less; or 

(7) creates, reorganizes, or restructures a 
branch, division, office, bureau, board, com-
mission, agency, administration, or depart-
ment different from the budget justifications 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions or the table accompanying the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the 
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act), whichever is more detailed, un-
less prior approval is received from the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions: 
Provided, That not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, each agen-
cy funded by this Act shall submit a report 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives 
to establish the baseline for application of 
reprogramming and transfer authorities for 
the current fiscal year: Provided further, That 
the report shall include— 

(A) a table for each appropriation with a 
separate column to display the prior year en-
acted level, the President’s budget request, 
adjustments made by Congress, adjustments 
due to enacted rescissions, if appropriate, 
and the fiscal year enacted level; 

(B) a delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation and its respective prior year en-
acted level by object class and program, 
project, and activity as detailed in this Act, 
the table accompanying the explanatory 
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated 
Act), accompanying reports of the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations, or in 
the budget appendix for the respective appro-
priations, whichever is more detailed, and 
shall apply to all items for which a dollar 
amount is specified and to all programs for 
which new budget (obligational) authority is 
provided, as well as to discretionary grants 
and discretionary grant allocations; and 

(C) an identification of items of special 
congressional interest. 

SEC. 406. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not to exceed 50 percent of 
unobligated balances remaining available at 
the end of fiscal year 2024 from appropria-
tions made available for salaries and ex-
penses for fiscal year 2024 in this Act, shall 
remain available through September 30, 2025, 
for each such account for the purposes au-
thorized: Provided, That a request shall be 
submitted to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations for approval prior to 

the expenditure of such funds: Provided fur-
ther, That these requests shall be made in 
compliance with reprogramming guidelines 
under section 405 of this Act. 

SEC. 407. No funds in this Act may be used 
to support any Federal, State, or local 
projects that seek to use the power of emi-
nent domain, unless eminent domain is em-
ployed only for a public use: Provided, That 
for purposes of this section, public use shall 
not be construed to include economic devel-
opment that primarily benefits private enti-
ties: Provided further, That any use of funds 
for mass transit, railroad, airport, seaport or 
highway projects, as well as utility projects 
which benefit or serve the general public (in-
cluding energy-related, communication-re-
lated, water-related and wastewater-related 
infrastructure), other structures designated 
for use by the general public or which have 
other common-carrier or public-utility func-
tions that serve the general public and are 
subject to regulation and oversight by the 
government, and projects for the removal of 
an immediate threat to public health and 
safety or brownfields as defined in the Small 
Business Liability Relief and Brownfields 
Revitalization Act (Public Law 107–118) shall 
be considered a public use for purposes of 
eminent domain. 

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act. 

SEC. 409. No funds appropriated pursuant to 
this Act may be expended by an entity un-
less the entity agrees that in expending the 
assistance the entity will comply with sec-
tions 2 through 4 of the Act of March 3, 1933 
(41 U.S.C. 8301–8305, popularly known as the 
‘‘Buy American Act’’). 

SEC. 410. No funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under this Act shall be 
made available to any person or entity that 
has been convicted of violating the Buy 
American Act (41 U.S.C. 8301–8305). 

SEC. 411. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used for first-class airline 
accommodations in contravention of sec-
tions 301–10.122 and 301–10.123 of title 41, Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 412. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to send or otherwise 
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees of a single agency or department of 
the United States Government, who are sta-
tioned in the United States, at any single 
international conference unless the relevant 
Secretary reports to the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations at least 5 
days in advance that such attendance is im-
portant to the national interest: Provided, 
That for purposes of this section the term 
‘‘international conference’’ shall mean a 
conference occurring outside of the United 
States attended by representatives of the 
United States Government and of foreign 
governments, international organizations, or 
nongovernmental organizations. 

SEC. 413. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available under this Act may 
be used by the Surface Transportation Board 
to charge or collect any filing fee for rate or 
practice complaints filed with the Board in 
an amount in excess of the amount author-
ized for district court civil suit filing fees 
under section 1914 of title 28, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 414. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
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State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication 
activities. 

SEC. 415. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to deny an In-
spector General funded under this Act timely 
access to any records, documents, or other 
materials available to the department or 
agency over which that Inspector General 
has responsibilities under the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), or to prevent 
or impede that Inspector General’s access to 
such records, documents, or other materials, 
under any provision of law, except a provi-
sion of law that expressly refers to the In-
spector General and expressly limits the In-
spector General’s right of access. 

(b) A department or agency covered by this 
section shall provide its Inspector General 
with access to all such records, documents, 
and other materials in a timely manner. 

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure 
compliance with statutory limitations on 
disclosure relevant to the information pro-
vided by the establishment over which that 
Inspector General has responsibilities under 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.). 

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this 
section shall report to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate within 5 calendar days 
any failures to comply with this require-
ment. 

SEC. 416. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
used to pay award or incentive fees for con-
tractors whose performance has been judged 
to be below satisfactory, behind schedule, 
over budget, or has failed to meet the basic 
requirements of a contract, unless the Agen-
cy determines that any such deviations are 
due to unforeseeable events, government- 
driven scope changes, or are not significant 
within the overall scope of the project and/or 
program unless such awards or incentive fees 
are consistent with 16.401(e)(2) of the Federal 
Acquisition Regulations. 

SEC. 417. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be available to pay 
the salary for any person filling a position, 
other than a temporary position, formerly 
held by an employee who has left to enter 
the Armed Forces of the United States and 
has satisfactorily completed his or her pe-
riod of active military or naval service, and 
has within 90 days after his or her release 
from such service or from hospitalization 
continuing after discharge for a period of not 
more than 1 year, made application for res-
toration to his or her former position and 
has been certified by the Office of Personnel 
Management as still qualified to perform the 
duties of his or her former position and has 
not been restored thereto. 

SEC. 418. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to approve a 
new foreign air carrier permit under sections 
41301 through 41305 of title 49, United States 
Code, or exemption application under section 
40109 of that title of an air carrier already 
holding an air operators certificate issued by 
a country that is party to the U.S.-E.U.-Ice-
land-Norway Air Transport Agreement 
where such approval would contravene 
United States law or Article 17 bis of the 
U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Norway Air Transport 
Agreement. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, 
restrict or otherwise preclude the Secretary 
of Transportation from granting a foreign 
air carrier permit or an exemption to such 
an air carrier where such authorization is 
consistent with the U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Nor-
way Air Transport Agreement and United 
States law. 

SEC. 419. (a) In the table of projects in the 
explanatory statement referenced in section 

417 of the Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2022 (division L of Public 
Law 117–103)— 

(1) the item relating to ‘‘Midland Center 
for the Arts only for structural improve-
ments’’ is deemed to be amended by striking 
recipient ‘‘City of Midland’’ and inserting 
‘‘Midland Center for the Arts’’; 

(2) the item relating to ‘‘Barren County 
Fiscal Court—Chapatcha Industrial Park De-
velopment’’ is deemed to be amended by 
striking project ‘‘Barren County Fiscal 
Court—Chapatcha Industrial Park Develop-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘Barren County Fiscal 
Court—Chapatcha Industrial Park or South 
Cooper Industrial Park Development’’; 

(3) the item relating to ‘‘Pasco County 
Board of County Commissioners—Rural 
Northwest Pasco Community Park Site Ac-
quisition’’ is deemed to be amended by strik-
ing ‘‘Northwest’’ and inserting ‘‘Northeast’’; 

(4) the item relating to ‘‘Wood County De-
velopment Authority—Site Readiness & Re-
development Downtown Parkersburg’’ is 
deemed to be amended by striking ‘‘Wood 
County Development Authority—Site Readi-
ness & Redevelopment Downtown Parkers-
burg’’ and inserting ‘‘Redevelopment of 
Downtown Parkersburg’’; 

(5) the item relating to ‘‘Rosemary’s Way 
Penacook Affordable Housing’’ is deemed to 
be amended by striking recipient ‘‘CATCH 
Neighborhood Housing’’ and inserting ‘‘Con-
cord Area Trust for Community Housing’’; 

(6) the item relating to ‘‘Lead Safe Home 
Fund’’ is deemed to be amended by striking 
recipient ‘‘Lead Safe Cleveland Coalition’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Mt. Sinai Health Care Foun-
dation’’; 

(7) the item relating to ‘‘Boys & Girls Club 
in Miami Gardens’’ is deemed to be amended 
by striking ‘‘Club in Miami Gardens’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Clubs within the Miami-Dade area’’; 

(8) the item relating to ‘‘Acquisition of 
new commercial space’’ is deemed to be 
amended by striking ‘‘Acquisition of new 
commercial space’’ and inserting ‘‘Renova-
tion of community center’’; 

(9) the item relating to ‘‘North Commons 
Regional Vision’’ is deemed to be amended 
by striking recipient ‘‘Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board’’ and inserting ‘‘City of 
Minneapolis’’; 

(10) the item relating to ‘‘Electric school 
bus and associated electric vehicle (EV) 
charging infrastructure’’ is deemed to be 
amended by striking recipient ‘‘Falls Church 
City Public Schools’’ and inserting ‘‘City of 
Falls Church’’; 

(11) the item relating to ‘‘A PLACE 4 
ALICE facility improvement’’ is deemed to 
be amended by striking ‘‘A PLACE 4 ALICE 
facility improvement’’ and inserting ‘‘Af-
fordable Housing and Community Facili-
ties’’; and 

(b) In the table of projects entitled ‘‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’’ in the explanatory state-
ment for division L of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117–328) 
described in section 4 in the matter pre-
ceding division A of such Act— 

(1) the item relating to ‘‘River Road Homes 
Affordable Housing Infrastructure’’ is 
deemed to be amended by striking recipient 
‘‘Town of Canaan’’ and inserting ‘‘Falls Vil-
lage Housing Trust Inc.’’; 

(2) the item relating to ‘‘The Star Commu-
nity Family Life Center’’ is deemed to be 
amended by striking recipient ‘‘The Star 
Community Family Life Center’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘MSBC Five Star Program, Inc.’’; 

(3) the item relating to ‘‘Early Learning 
Childcare Center Construction’’ (recipient 
‘‘The Caring Place’’) is deemed to be amend-
ed by striking ‘‘Early Learning Childcare 

Center Construction’’ and inserting ‘‘CARE 
Center construction’’; 

(4) the item relating to ‘‘Upper Bucks Rail 
Trail’’ is deemed to be amended by striking 
recipient ‘‘Appalachian Mountain Club’’ and 
inserting ‘‘The County of Bucks’’; 

(5) the item relating to ‘‘YMCA & Albion 
College Initiative of the Washington Gardner 
Center Building Renovation and Expansion’’ 
is deemed to be amended by striking ‘‘YMCA 
& Albion College Initiative of the Wash-
ington Gardner Center Building Renovation 
and Expansion’’ and inserting ‘‘Site improve-
ments’’; 

(6) the item relating to ‘‘Wood County In-
dustrial Site Readiness and Redevelopment’’ 
is deemed to be amended by striking ‘‘Wood 
County Industrial Site Readiness & Redevel-
opment’’ and inserting ‘‘Redevelopment of 
Downtown Parkersburg’’; 

(7) the item relating to ‘‘B–360 Educational 
Campus’’ is deemed to be amended by strik-
ing ‘‘I Am Mentality, Inc.’’ and inserting ‘‘B– 
360 Baltimore, Inc.’’; 

(8) the item relating to ‘‘Riverbrook Re-
gional YMCA’’ is deemed to be amended by 
striking recipient ‘‘Riverbrook Regional 
Young Men’s Christian Association, Inc.’’ 
and inserting ‘‘City of Norwalk’’; 

(9) the item relating to ‘‘Miami Veterans 
Housing Project’’ is deemed to be amended 
by striking recipient ‘‘United Way Miami’’ 
and inserting ‘‘CRC Leadership, Inc.’’; 

(10) the item relating to ‘‘Supportive Liv-
ing, Community Day Services, and Housing 
Site Project for Adults with Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities’’ is deemed to be 
amended by striking ‘‘, Community Day 
Services, and Housing’’; 

(11) the item relating to ‘‘Public Library 
Addition’’ is deemed to be amended by strik-
ing ‘‘Addition’’ and inserting ‘‘Renovation’’; 

(12) the item relating to ‘‘Renovation of 
Snelling Motel to Affordable Housing for 
Veterans’’ is deemed to be amended by strik-
ing ‘‘Snelling Motel to’’ and inserting ‘‘Hotel 
for’’; 

(13) the item relating to ‘‘Indigenous Farm 
Hub’’ is deemed to be amended by striking 
recipient ‘‘Tides Center’’ and inserting ‘‘Na-
tive American Community Academy Inspired 
Schools Network (NISN)’’; 

(14) the item relating to ‘‘El Centro de la 
Raza—Pattison’s West Community Campus 
Property Acquisition’’ is deemed to be 
amended by striking ‘‘El Centro de la Raza— 
Pattison’s West Community Campus Prop-
erty Acquisition’’ and inserting ‘‘Pattison’s 
West Community Campus’’; 

(15) the item relating to ‘‘Road Raising & 
Flood Resiliency for Amity Harbor and 
American Venice Project’’ is deemed to be 
amended by striking ‘‘Road Raising & Flood 
Resiliency for Amity Harbor and American 
Venice Project’’ and inserting ‘‘Town of Bab-
ylon Federal Aid Roadway Improvement 
Project’’; 

(16) the item relating to ‘‘Dayton Inter-
national Airport (DAY)—Northeast Logistics 
Access Project’’ is amended by striking 
‘‘Dayton International Airport (DAY)— 
Northeast Logistics Access Project’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Infrastructure capital improve-
ments, including street, wastewater and 
sewer line improvements’’; 

(17) the item relating to ‘‘Help Me Grow 
Skagit Family Resource Center Expansion’’ 
is deemed to be amended by striking recipi-
ent ‘‘Children’s Council of Skagit County’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Children’s Museum of Skagit 
County’’; and 

(18) the item relating to ‘‘Permanent Sup-
portive Housing Properties Acquisition’’ is 
deemed to be amended by striking ‘‘Perma-
nent Supportive Housing Properties Acquisi-
tion’’ and inserting ‘‘Permanent Supportive 
Housing Acquisition, Development and Reha-
bilitation’’. 
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SEC. 420. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used by the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development in con-
travention of section 312 of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5155). 

SEC. 421. None of the funds made available 
by this Act to the Department of Transpor-
tation may be used in contravention of sec-
tion 306108 of title 54, United States Code. 

SEC. 422. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to re-
quire the use of inward facing cameras or re-
quire a motor carrier to register an appren-
ticeship program with the Department of 
Labor as a condition for participation in the 
safe driver apprenticeship pilot program. 

SEC. 423. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to direct 
a grantee to undertake specific changes to 
existing zoning laws as part of carrying out 
the final rule entitled ‘‘Affirmatively Fur-
thering Fair Housing’’ (80 Fed. Reg. 42272 
(July 16, 2015)) or the notice entitled ‘‘Af-
firmatively Furthering Fair Housing Assess-
ment Tool’’ (79 Fed. Reg. 57949 (September 
26, 2014)). 

SEC. 424. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
existing Federal law regarding non-citizen 
eligibility and ineligibility for occupancy in 
federally assisted housing or for participa-
tion in and assistance under Federal housing 
programs, including section 214 of the Hous-
ing and Community Development Act of 1980 
(42 U.S.C. 1436a) and title IV of the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.). 

SEC. 425. Section 127 of title 23, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(x) CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL VEHICLES IN 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The State of Mississippi 
may allow, by special permit, the operation 
of a covered agricultural vehicle on the 
Interstate System in the State of Mississippi 
if such vehicle does not exceed— 

‘‘(A) a gross vehicle weight of 88,000 
pounds; and 

‘‘(B) 110 percent of the maximum weight on 
any axle or axle group described in sub-
section (a)(2), including any enforcement tol-
erance. 

‘‘(2) COVERED AGRICULTURAL VEHICLE DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘covered 
agricultural vehicle’ means a vehicle that is 
transporting unprocessed agricultural crops 
used for food, feed or fiber, or raw or unfin-
ished forest products, including logs, pulp-
wood, biomass or wood chips. 

‘‘(y) OPERATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES IN 
WEST VIRGINIA.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The State of West Vir-
ginia may allow, by special permit, the oper-
ation of a vehicle that is transporting mate-
rials and equipment on the Interstate Sys-
tem in the State of West Virginia if such ve-
hicle does not exceed 110 percent of the max-
imum weight on any axle or axle group de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2), including any en-
forcement tolerance, provided the remaining 
gross vehicle weight requirements of sub-
section (a) are met. 

‘‘(2) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘materials and equipment’ means mate-
rials and equipment that are used on a 
project eligible under this chapter.’’. 

SEC. 426. None of the funds appropriated or 
made available by this division for the De-
partment of Transportation for fiscal year 
2024 may be used to enforce a mask mandate 
in response to the COVID–19 virus. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Trans-
portation, Housing and Urban Development, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2024’’. 

DIVISION G—OTHER MATTERS 
TITLE I—HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Subtitle A—Public Health Extenders 
SEC. 101. EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS, NATIONAL HEALTH SERV-
ICE CORPS, AND TEACHING HEALTH 
CENTERS THAT OPERATE GME PRO-
GRAMS. 

(a) EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH CEN-
TERS.—Section 10503(b)(1)(F) of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (42 
U.S.C. 254b–2(b)(1)(F)) is amended by striking 
‘‘and $536,986,301 for the period beginning on 
January 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘$536,986,301 for the pe-
riod beginning on January 20, 2024, and end-
ing on March 8, 2024, and $3,592,328,767 for the 
period beginning on October 1, 2023, and end-
ing on December 31, 2024’’. 

(b) EXTENSION FOR THE NATIONAL HEALTH 
SERVICE CORPS.—Section 10503(b)(2)(I) of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
(42 U.S.C. 254b–2(b)(2)(I)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘and $41,616,438 for the period beginning 
on January 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘$41,616,438 for the period 
beginning on January 20, 2024, and ending on 
March 8, 2024, and $297,013,699 for the period 
beginning on October 1, 2023, and ending on 
December 31, 2024’’. 

(c) TEACHING HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPER-
ATE GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 340H(g)(1) of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
256h(g)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘and 
$16,982,192 for the period beginning on Janu-
ary 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 2024’’ and 
inserting ‘‘$16,982,192 for the period begin-
ning on January 20, 2024, and ending on 
March 8, 2024, and $164,136,986 for the period 
beginning on October 1, 2023, and ending on 
December 31, 2024’’. 

(2) ADDITION TO CAPPED AMOUNTS.—Section 
340H(b)(2) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 256h(b)(2)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(C) ADDITION.—Notwithstanding any pro-
vision of this section, for the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2023, and ending on De-
cember 31, 2024, the Secretary may use any 
amounts made available in any fiscal year to 
carry out this section (including amounts re-
couped under subsection (f)) to make pay-
ments described in paragraphs (1)(A) and 
(1)(B), in addition to the total amount of 
funds appropriated under subsection (g).’’. 

(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—For the period 
beginning on October 1, 2023, and ending on 
December 31, 2024, the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall submit to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate a report specifying— 

(A) the total amount of funds recouped 
under subsection (f) of section 340H of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 256h); 

(B) the rationale for the funds being re-
couped; and 

(C) the total amount of funds recouped 
under subsection (f) of such section 340H that 
were used pursuant to subsection (b)(2)(C) of 
such section 340H to adjust total payment 
amounts above the total amounts appro-
priated under subsection (g) of such section 
340H, as amended by paragraph (3). 

(d) APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS.—Amounts 
appropriated pursuant to the amendments 
made by this section shall be subject to the 
requirements contained in Public Law 117– 
328 for funds for programs authorized under 
sections 330 through 340 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b et seq.). 

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
3014(h)(4) of title 18, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘and section 101(d) of 

the Further Additional Continuing Appro-
priations and Other Extensions Act, 2024’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 101(d) of the Further 
Additional Continuing Appropriations and 
Other Extensions Act, 2024, and section 101(d) 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2024’’. 

SEC. 102. EXTENSION OF SPECIAL DIABETES PRO-
GRAMS. 

(a) EXTENSION OF SPECIAL DIABETES PRO-
GRAMS FOR TYPE I DIABETES.—Section 
330B(b)(2)(E) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 254c–2(b)(2)(E)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and $20,136,986 for the period begin-
ning on January 20, 2024, and ending on 
March 8, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘$20,136,986 for 
the period beginning on January 20, 2024, and 
ending on March 8, 2024, and $130,000,000 for 
the period beginning on March 9, 2024, and 
ending on December 31, 2024’’. 

(b) EXTENDING FUNDING FOR SPECIAL DIABE-
TES PROGRAMS FOR INDIANS.—Section 
330C(c)(2)(E) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 254c–3(c)(2)(E)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and $20,136,986 for the period begin-
ning on January 20, 2024, and ending on 
March 8, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘$20,136,986 for 
the period beginning on January 20, 2024, and 
ending on March 8, 2024, and $130,000,000 for 
the period beginning on March 9, 2024, and 
ending on December 31, 2024’’. 

SEC. 103. NATIONAL HEALTH SECURITY EXTEN-
SIONS. 

(a) Section 319(e)(8) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d(e)(8)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘March 8, 2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

(b) Section 319L(e)(1)(D) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d– 
7e(e)(1)(D)) is amended by striking ‘‘March 8, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

(c) Section 319L–1(b) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d–7f(b)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘March 8, 2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

(d)(1) Section 2811A(g) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–10b(g)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘March 8, 2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

(2) Section 2811B(g)(1) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–10c(g)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘March 8, 2024’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

(3) Section 2811C(g)(1) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–10d(g)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘March 8, 2024’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

(e) Section 2812(c)(4)(B) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh– 
11(c)(4)(B)) is amended by striking ‘‘March 8, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

Subtitle B—Medicaid 

SEC. 201. REQUIREMENT FOR STATE MEDICAID 
PLANS TO PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR 
MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(29), by striking ‘‘for 
the period beginning October 1, 2020, and end-
ing September 30, 2025,’’ and inserting ‘‘be-
ginning on October 1, 2020,’’; and 

(2) in subsection (ee)(2), by striking ‘‘for 
the period specified in such paragraph, if be-
fore the beginning of such period the State 
certifies to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary’’ and inserting ‘‘if such State cer-
tifies, not less than every 5 years and to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary,’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
1006(b)(4)(A) of the Substance Use-Disorder 
Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery 
and Treatment for Patients and Commu-
nities Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a note) is amended 
by striking ‘‘, and before October 1, 2025’’. 
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SEC. 202. COLLECTION AND REPORTING OF COM-

PREHENSIVE DATA FOR SPECIFIED 
POPULATIONS ENROLLED IN MED-
ICAID AND CHIP. 

Title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 1948. COLLECTION AND REPORTING OF 

COMPREHENSIVE DATA FOR SPECI-
FIED POPULATIONS. 

‘‘(a) RECURRING ANALYSIS AND PUBLICATION 
OF HEALTH CARE DATA RELATED TO TREAT-
MENT FOR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER OR A 
MENTAL HEALTH CONDITION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, on an an-
nual basis, shall link, analyze, and publish 
on a publicly available website data reported 
by States through the Transformed Medicaid 
Statistical Information System (T–MSIS) (or 
a successor system) relating to substance use 
disorder and mental health services provided 
to individuals enrolled under a State plan 
under this title or a State child health plan 
under title XXI (or under a waiver of such 
plans) who have been diagnosed with a sub-
stance use disorder or mental health condi-
tion, including an analysis that is 
disaggregated by age. Such enrollee informa-
tion shall be de-identified of any personally 
identifying information, shall adhere to pri-
vacy standards established by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, and 
shall be aggregated to protect the privacy of 
enrollees, as necessary. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The analysis required 
under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-
imum, the following data for each State (in-
cluding, to the extent available, for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United 
States Virgin Islands, Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and American Samoa): 

‘‘(A) The number and percentage of indi-
viduals enrolled under the State plan under 
this title or the State child health plan 
under title XXI (or under a waiver of such 
plans) in each of the major enrollment cat-
egories (as defined in a public letter from the 
Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access 
Commission to the Secretary) who have been 
diagnosed with— 

‘‘(i) a substance use disorder; 
‘‘(ii) a mental health condition; or 
‘‘(iii) a co-occurring substance use disorder 

and mental health condition. 
‘‘(B) With respect to individuals enrolled 

under the State plan under this title or the 
State child health plan under title XXI (or 
under a waiver of such plans) who have re-
ceived a diagnosis described in subparagraph 
(A), a list of the substance use disorder and 
mental health treatment services, including, 
to the extent such data are available, spe-
cific adult and pediatric services by each 
major type of service, such as counseling, in-
tensive home-based services, intensive care 
coordination, crisis services tailored to chil-
dren and youth, peer support services, fam-
ily-to-family support, inpatient hospitaliza-
tion, medication-assisted treatment, residen-
tial treatment, and other appropriate serv-
ices as identified by the Secretary, for which 
beneficiaries in each State received at least 
1 service under the State plan under this 
title or the State child health plan under 
title XXI (or under a waiver of such plans). 

‘‘(C) With respect to each diagnosis de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the number and 
percentage of individuals enrolled under the 
State plan under this title or the State child 
health plan under title XXI (or under a waiv-
er of such plans) who have such diagnosis 
and received services for such diagnosis 
under such plan or waiver by each major 
type of treatment service listed under sub-
paragraph (B) within each major setting 
type, such as outpatient, inpatient, residen-
tial, and other home-based and community- 
based settings. 

‘‘(D) The number of services provided 
under the State plan under this title or the 
State child health plan under title XXI (or 
under a waiver of such plans) per individual 
enrolled under such plan or waiver who has 
a diagnosis described in subparagraph (A) for 
each such diagnosis and each major type of 
treatment service listed under subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(E) The number and percentage of individ-
uals enrolled under the State plan under this 
title or the State child health plan under 
title XXI (or under a waiver of such plans) by 
major enrollment category, who have a diag-
nosis described in subparagraph (A) and re-
ceived substance use disorder or mental 
health treatment through— 

‘‘(i) a Medicaid managed care entity (as de-
fined in section 1932(a)(1)(B)), including the 
number of such individuals who received 
such assistance through a prepaid inpatient 
health plan (as defined by the Secretary) or 
a prepaid ambulatory health plan (as defined 
by the Secretary); 

‘‘(ii) a fee-for-service payment model; or 
‘‘(iii) an alternative payment model, to the 

extent available. 
‘‘(F) The number and percentage of individ-

uals enrolled under the State plan under this 
title or the State child health plan under 
title XXI (or under a waiver of such plans) 
who have a diagnosis described in subpara-
graph (A) and received services for a mental 
health condition or a substance use disorder 
in an outpatient or community-based or 
home-based setting after receiving mental 
health or substance use disorder services in 
an inpatient or residential setting, and the 
number of mental health or substance use 
disorder services received by such individ-
uals in the outpatient or community-based 
or home-based setting. 

‘‘(G) The number and percentage of inpa-
tient admissions in which services for a men-
tal health condition or substance use dis-
order were provided to an individual enrolled 
under the State plan under this title or the 
State child health plan under title XXI (or 
under a waiver of such plans) that occurred 
within 30 days after discharge from a hos-
pital or residential facility in which services 
for a mental health condition or substance 
use disorder previously were provided to 
such individual, disaggregated by each diag-
nosis described in subparagraph (A) and type 
of facility, to the extent such information is 
available. 

‘‘(H) The number of emergency department 
visits by an individual enrolled under the 
State plan under this title or the State child 
health plan under title XXI (or under a waiv-
er of such plans) who has a diagnosis de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) within 7 days of 
such individual being discharged from an in-
patient stay at a hospital during which serv-
ices for a mental health condition or sub-
stance use disorder were provided, or from a 
mental health facility, an independent psy-
chiatric wing of an acute care hospital, an 
intermediate care facility for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities, or a residential 
treatment facility, disaggregated by each di-
agnosis described in subparagraph (A) and 
type of facility, to the extent such informa-
tion is available. 

‘‘(I) The number and percentage of individ-
uals who are enrolled under the State plan 
under this title or the State child health 
plan under title XXI (or under a waiver of 
such plans) and received an assessment for a 
mental health condition. 

‘‘(J) The number and percentage of individ-
uals who are enrolled under the State plan 
under this title or the State child health 
plan under title XXI (or under a waiver of 
such plans) and received an assessment for a 
substance use disorder. 

‘‘(K) The number of mental health services 
provided to individuals enrolled under the 
State plan under this title or the State child 
health plan under title XXI (or under a waiv-
er of such plans) who received an assessment 
described in subparagraph (I) in the 30 days 
post-assessment. 

‘‘(L) The number of substance use disorder 
treatment services provided to individuals 
enrolled under the State plan under this title 
or the State child health plan under title 
XXI (or under a waiver of such plans) who re-
ceived an assessment described in subpara-
graph (J) in the 30 days post-assessment. 

‘‘(M) Prescription National Drug Code 
codes, fill dates, and number of days supply 
of any covered outpatient drug (as defined in 
section 1927(k)(2)) that was dispensed to an 
individual enrolled under the State plan 
under this title or the State child health 
plan under title XXI (or under a waiver of 
such plans) with an episode described in sub-
paragraph (G) or (H) during any period that 
occurs after the individual’s discharge date 
defined in subparagraph (G) or (H) (as appli-
cable), and before the admission date appli-
cable under subparagraph (G) or the date of 
the emergency department visit applicable 
under subparagraph (H) that were— 

‘‘(i) to treat a mental health condition; or 
‘‘(ii) to treat a substance use disorder. 
‘‘(b) PUBLICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary shall make publicly available 
the first analysis required by subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL UPDATES.—The Secretary shall 
issue an updated version of the analysis re-
quired under subsection (a) not later than 
January 1 of each calendar year. 

‘‘(3) USE OF T–MSIS DATA.—The analysis re-
quired under subsection (a) and updates re-
quired under paragraph (4) shall— 

‘‘(A) use data and definitions from the T– 
MSIS data set that is no more than 12 
months old on the date that the analysis or 
update is published; and 

‘‘(B) as appropriate, include a description 
with respect to each State of the quality and 
completeness of the data and caveats de-
scribing the limitations of the data reported 
to the Secretary by the State that is suffi-
cient to communicate the appropriate uses 
for the information. 

‘‘(4) REVISED PUBLICATION.—Beginning not 
later than 3 years after the date of enact-
ment of this section, the Secretary annually 
shall publish a revised publication of the 
analysis required by subsection (a) that al-
lows for a research-ready and publicly acces-
sible interface of the publication and is de-
veloped after consultation with stakeholders 
on the usability of the data contained in the 
publication. 

‘‘(5) MAKING T-MSIS DATA ON SUBSTANCE USE 
DISORDERS AND MENTAL HEALTH CONDITIONS 
AVAILABLE TO RESEARCHERS.— 

‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT TO PUBLISH SYSTEM OF 
RECORDS NOTICE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 
(B), the Secretary shall publish in the Fed-
eral Register a system of records notice for 
the data specified in clause (ii) for the Trans-
formed Medicaid Statistical Information 
System, in accordance with section 552a(e)(4) 
of title 5, United States Code. The notice 
shall outline policies that protect the secu-
rity and privacy of the data that, at a min-
imum, meet the security and privacy poli-
cies of SORN 09-70-0541 for the Medicaid Sta-
tistical Information System. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED DATA.—The data covered by 
the systems of records notice required under 
clause (i) shall be sufficient for researchers 
and States to analyze the prevalence of con-
ditions described in subsection (a)(2)(A) in 
the Medicaid and Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program beneficiary population and the 
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treatment of such conditions under Medicaid 
across all States (including the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United States 
Virgin Islands, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and American Samoa), forms of 
treatment, and treatment settings. 

‘‘(iii) INITIATION OF DATA-SHARING ACTIVI-
TIES.—Not later than January 1, 2025, the 
Secretary shall initiate the data-sharing ac-
tivities outlined in the notice required under 
clause (i). 

‘‘(B) SATISFACTION OF REQUIREMENT 
THROUGH EXISTING SYSTEM OF RECORDS NO-
TICE.—The Secretary shall not be required to 
publish a new system of records notice as re-
quired under subparagraph (A) if, not later 
than January 1, 2025, the Secretary deter-
mines that the system of records notice pub-
lished by the Secretary in the Federal Reg-
ister on February 6, 2019 (84 Fed. Reg. 2230), 
satisfies the requirements described in sub-
paragraph (A).’’. 
SEC. 203. MONITORING PRESCRIBING OF 

ANTIPSYCHOTIC MEDICATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902(oo)(1)(B) of 

the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396a(oo)(1)(B)) is amended— 

(1) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘BY CHILDREN’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘children enrolled’’ and in-
serting ‘‘children generally, children in fos-
ter care specifically, individuals over the age 
of 18 receiving home and community-based 
services (as defined in section 9817(a)(2)(B) of 
Public Law 117–2), and individuals over the 
age of 18 residing in institutional care set-
tings (including nursing facilities, inter-
mediate care facilities for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities, institutions for 
mental diseases, inpatient psychiatric hos-
pitals, and other such institutional care set-
tings) enrolled’’; and 

(3) by striking ‘‘not more than the age of 18 
years’’ through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘subject to the program, including 
information with respect to each such cat-
egory of children and individuals over the 
age of 18.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date that is 24 months after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 204. EXTENSION OF STATE OPTION TO PRO-

VIDE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR 
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS IN INSTITU-
TIONS FOR MENTAL DISEASES. 

(a) MAKING PERMANENT STATE PLAN 
AMENDMENT OPTION TO PROVIDE MEDICAL AS-
SISTANCE FOR CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE 
PATIENTS IN CERTAIN INSTITUTIONS FOR MEN-
TAL DISEASES.—Section 1915(l)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396n(l)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘With respect to cal-
endar quarters beginning during the period 
beginning October 1, 2019, and ending Sep-
tember 30, 2023,’’ and inserting ‘‘With respect 
to calendar quarters beginning on or after 
October 1, 2019,’’. 

(b) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT REVISION.— 
Section 1915(l)(3) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396n(l)(3)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘other than under this title 

from non-Federal funds’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘subparagraph (B))’’ and inserting 
‘‘from non-Federal funds for items and serv-
ices (including services described in subpara-
graph (B))’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘such items and services’’ 
and all that follows through the period and 
inserting ‘‘such items and services for, at the 
option of the State— 

‘‘(i) fiscal year 2018; or 
‘‘(ii) the most recently ended fiscal year as 

of the date the State submits a State plan 
amendment to the Secretary to provide such 
medical assistance in accordance with this 
subsection.’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (A)(ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘subpara-
graph (A)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) APPLICATION OF MAINTENANCE OF EF-
FORT REQUIREMENTS TO CERTAIN STATES.—In 
the case of a State with a State plan amend-
ment in effect on September 30, 2023, for the 
1-year period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this subparagraph, the provisions of 
subparagraph (A) shall be applied as if the 
amendments to such subparagraph made by 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 
had never been made.’’. 

(c) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—Section 

1915(l)(4) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396n(l)(4)) is amended— 

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking 
‘‘through (D)’’ and inserting ‘‘through (F)’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘Prior to approval of a 

State plan amendment under this sub-
section, the State shall notify the Secretary 
of how the State will ensure’’ and inserting 
‘‘The State shall have in place evidence- 
based, substance use disorder-specific indi-
vidual placement criteria and utilization 
management approaches to ensure place-
ment of eligible individuals in an appro-
priate level of care, including criteria and 
approaches to ensure’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following sen-
tence: ‘‘The State shall notify the Secretary 
at such time and in such form and manner as 
the Secretary shall require of such criteria 
and utilization management approaches.’’; 
and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) REVIEW PROCESS.—The State shall, 
using nationally recognized substance use 
disorder-specific program standards, have in 
place a process to review the compliance of 
eligible institutions for mental diseases with 
such program standards specified by the 
State.’’. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subparagraph (A) shall apply with 
respect to States providing medical assist-
ance for items and services pursuant to a 
State plan amendment under section 1915(l) 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396n(l)) 
in calendar quarters beginning on or after 
October 1, 2025. 

(2) ONE-TIME ASSESSMENT.—Section 
1915(l)(4) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396n(l)(4)), as amended by paragraph (1), is 
further amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) ASSESSMENT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The State shall, not later 

than 12 months after the approval of a State 
plan amendment described in this subsection 
(or, in the case of a State that has such an 
amendment approved as of September 30, 
2023, not later than 12 months after the date 
of enactment of this subparagraph), com-
mence an assessment of— 

‘‘(I) the availability of treatment for indi-
viduals enrolled under a State plan under 
this title (or waiver of such plan) in each 
level of care described in subparagraph (C), 
including how such availability varies by re-
gion of the State; and 

‘‘(II) the availability of medication-as-
sisted treatment and medically supervised 
withdrawal management services for such in-
dividuals, including how such availability 
varies by region of the State. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED COMPLETION.—The State 
shall complete an assessment described in 
clause (i) not later than 12 months after the 
date the State commences such assess-
ment.’’. 

(3) CLARIFICATION OF LEVELS OF CARE.—Sec-
tion 1915(l) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396n(l)) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (4)(C)(ii), by striking 
‘‘problems in Dimensions 1, 2, or 3’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘conditions’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (7), by striking subpara-
graph (A) and redesignating subparagraphs 
(B) through (D) as subparagraphs (A) through 
(C), respectively. 

(d) APPLICATION TO CERTAIN STATES.—Not-
withstanding section 430.20 of title 42, Code 
of Federal Regulations, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services may approve a 
request to renew a State plan amendment 
under section 1915(l) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396n(l)) with an effective date 
of October 1, 2023, if the State making such 
request— 

(1) had approval for a State plan amend-
ment under such section as of September 30, 
2023; and 

(2) submits the request to renew such 
amendment not later than 60 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 205. PROHIBITION ON TERMINATION OF EN-

ROLLMENT DUE TO INCARCER-
ATION. 

(a) MEDICAID.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1902(a)(84)(A) of 

the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396a(a)(84)(A)), as amended by section 
5122(a)(2) of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (Public Law 117–328), is further 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘under the State plan’’ and 
inserting ‘‘under the State plan (or waiver of 
such plan)’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘who is an eligible juvenile 
(as defined in subsection (nn)(2))’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘because the juvenile’’ and 
inserting ‘‘because the individual’’; 

(D) by striking ‘‘during the period the ju-
venile’’ and inserting ‘‘during the period the 
individual’’; 

(E) by inserting ‘‘such an individual who is 
an eligible juvenile (as defined in subsection 
(nn)(2)) and’’ after ‘‘or in the case of’’; and 

(F) by striking ‘‘paragraph (31)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the last numbered paragraph’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by— 

(A) subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) shall 
take effect on the date of the enactment of 
this Act; and 

(B) subparagraphs (B) through (F) of para-
graph (1) shall take effect on January 1, 2026. 

(b) CHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2102(d)(1)(A) of 

the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1397bb(d)(1)(A)) is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘or pregnancy-related’’ 
after ‘‘child health’’; 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or targeted low-income 
pregnant woman’’ after ‘‘targeted low-in-
come child’’; 

(C) by inserting ‘‘or pregnant woman’’ 
after ‘‘because the child’’; and 

(D) by inserting ‘‘or pregnant woman’’ 
after ‘‘during the period the child’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply beginning 
January 1, 2026. 

(c) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.— 
(1) Section 1902(nn)(2)(A) of the Social Se-

curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395a(a)(nn)(2)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘State plan’’ and in-
serting ‘‘State plan (or waiver of such 
plan)’’. 

(2) Section 1902(nn)(3) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(nn)(3)), is amended 
by striking ‘‘paragraph (31)’’ and inserting 
‘‘the last numbered paragraph’’. 

(3) Section 5122(a)(1) of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117–328) 
is amended by striking ‘‘after’’ and all that 
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follows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘after ‘or in the case of an eligible 
juvenile described in section 1902(a)(84)(D) 
with respect to the screenings, diagnostic 
services, referrals, and targeted case man-
agement services required under such sec-
tion’.’’. 

(4) The fifth sentence of section 1905(a) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(a)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘paragraph (30)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘the last numbered paragraph’’. 
SEC. 206. ADDRESSING OPERATIONAL BARRIERS 

TO PROMOTE CONTINUITY OF CARE 
FOR MEDICAID AND CHIP BENE-
FICIARIES FOLLOWING INCARCER-
ATION. 

(a) STATE PLANNING GRANTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall award grants to States for 
the purpose of developing operational capa-
bilities to promote continuity of care for in-
dividuals who are inmates of a public insti-
tution and are eligible for medical assistance 
under the State Medicaid program or are eli-
gible for child health assistance or preg-
nancy-related assistance under the State 
CHIP. 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—A State may use funds 
awarded under a grant under this subsection 
for activities and expenses related to com-
plying with the requirement described in 
section 1902(a)(84)(A) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(84)(A)) that a State 
shall not terminate eligibility for medical 
assistance, complying with the requirements 
of sections 1902(a)(84)(D) and 2102(d) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(84)(D), 
1397bb(d)), or adopting the State plan options 
described in the subdivision (A) following the 
last numbered paragraph of section 1905(a) 
and 2110(b)(7) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396d(a), 1397jj(b)(7)), or other activi-
ties and expenses to promote continuity of 
care for individuals described in paragraph 
(1). Such activities and expenses may in-
clude— 

(A) identifying and addressing operational 
gaps with respect to complying with such re-
quirements or adopting such options, in col-
laboration with public institutions, State 
human services agencies, Medicaid managed 
care plans, providers, community-based or-
ganizations, and other stakeholders; 

(B) establishing standardized processes and 
automated systems for activities that may 
include, but are not limited to— 

(i) determining whether an individual is 
enrolled in a State Medicaid program or 
State CHIP at the time such individual be-
comes an inmate of a public institution; 

(ii) allowing an individual who is an in-
mate of a public institution to submit an ap-
plication to enroll or renew coverage in a 
State Medicaid program or State CHIP prior 
to the individual’s release from such public 
institution; 

(iii) facilitating the delivery of medical as-
sistance under the State Medicaid program 
or child health assistance or pregnancy-re-
lated assistance under the State CHIP to an 
individual who is eligible for such assistance 
while the individual is an inmate of a public 
institution, such as by establishing claims 
processing and prior authorization request 
protocols; and 

(iv) in the case of an eligible individual 
whose coverage under a State Medicaid pro-
gram or State CHIP was suspended while the 
individual was an inmate of a public institu-
tion, restoring such coverage upon such indi-
vidual’s release from the public institution; 

(C) investing in information technology 
to— 

(i) enable bi-directional information shar-
ing between public institutions, the State 
Medicaid and CHIP agencies, and other enti-
ties such as managed care plans and pro-

viders (in a manner consistent with applica-
ble State and Federal privacy laws), to sup-
port care transitions and coordination of 
treatment (including access to care in the 
community after release from a public insti-
tution); and 

(ii) develop indicators to ensure Federal fi-
nancial participation for medical assistance 
furnished under a State Medicaid program or 
child health assistance or pregnancy-related 
assistance furnished under a State CHIP is 
available only for medical assistance or child 
health assistance or pregnancy-related as-
sistance for items and services for which 
such participation is permitted while an in-
dividual is an inmate of a public institution; 
and 

(D) establishing oversight and monitoring 
processes to ensure public institutions and 
entities with which they contract are com-
pliant with any applicable Medicaid and 
CHIP requirements. 

(3) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF FUNDS.—A State 
shall not use funds from a grant awarded 
under this subsection to— 

(A) provide medical assistance under a 
State Medicaid program or child health as-
sistance or pregnancy-related assistance 
under a State CHIP to an individual, or oth-
erwise directly administer health care serv-
ices for an individual; or 

(B) build prisons, jails, or other carceral fa-
cilities, or pay for prison, jail, or other 
carceral facility-related improvements other 
than those improvements that are for the di-
rect and primary purpose of meeting the 
health care needs of individuals who are in-
carcerated and who are eligible for medical 
assistance under the State Medicaid program 
or child health assistance or pregnancy-re-
lated assistance under the State CHIP. 

(4) ALLOCATION OF GRANT FUNDS.—In deter-
mining the amount of a grant to award to a 
State that applies for a grant under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall consider the fol-
lowing factors, relative to other States ap-
plying for grants under this subsection: 

(A) The number of individuals in the State 
who were inmates of non-Federal public in-
stitutions (such as State prisons, local and 
county jails, tribal jails, and youth correc-
tional or detention facilities) and were eligi-
ble for medical assistance under a State 
Medicaid program at any time in calendar 
year 2022. 

(B) The number of non-Federal public in-
stitutions in the State (such as State pris-
ons, local and county jails, tribal jails, and 
youth correctional or detention facilities). 

(C) The State’s progress in developing, im-
plementing, and operating initiatives to pro-
mote continuity of care for individuals who 
are inmates of a public institution and are 
eligible for medical assistance under the 
State Medicaid program or are eligible for 
child health assistance or pregnancy-related 
assistance under the State CHIP (with favor-
able consideration given to States with less 
progress in promoting continuity of care for 
such individuals). 

(5) APPROPRIATION.—There is appropriated 
to the Secretary for fiscal year 2024, out of 
any funds in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, $113,500,000, to remain available 
until expended, for the purposes of awarding 
and administering grants to States under 
this subsection. 

(b) GUIDANCE TO SUPPORT STATE IMPLEMEN-
TATION AND OPERATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall issue detailed guidance to 
States that addresses common implementa-
tion and operational challenges States face 
in ensuring access to authorized high-qual-
ity, timely, accessible care before, during, 
and after incarceration for individuals who 
are eligible for medical assistance under a 

State Medicaid program or child health as-
sistance or pregnancy-related assistance 
under a State CHIP. 

(2) CONTENT.— 
(A) COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS.—The 

guidance required under paragraph (1) shall 
address challenges States face, or are likely 
to face, in complying with the requirement 
described in section 1902(a)(84)(A) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(84)(A)) 
that a State shall not terminate eligibility 
for medical assistance, complying with the 
requirements of sections 1902(a)(84)(D) and 
2102(d) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396a(a)(84)(D), 1397bb(d)), adopting the State 
plan options described in the subdivision (A) 
following the last numbered paragraph of 
section 1905(a) and section 2110(b)(7) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(a), 
1397jj(b)(7)), and carrying out other activities 
that are approved by the Secretary to pro-
mote continuity of care for individuals who 
are inmates of a public institution and are 
eligible for medical assistance under the 
State Medicaid program or are eligible for 
child health assistance or pregnancy-related 
assistance under the State CHIP. 

(B) BEST PRACTICES AND STRATEGIES.—The 
guidance required under paragraph (1) shall 
include best practices and strategies States 
can use to address implementation and oper-
ational challenges related to the require-
ments described in subparagraph (A), includ-
ing those related to the following: 

(i) Implementing modifications to improve 
eligibility and enrollment processes, includ-
ing, but not limited to, completing applica-
tions for assistance under the State Medicaid 
program or the State CHIP on behalf of in-
mates, transmitting such applications to 
State Medicaid and CHIP agencies, and 
screening individuals who are inmates of 
public institutions for eligibility for medical 
assistance that is authorized to be furnished 
to the individual while the individual is such 
an inmate. 

(ii) Clarifying the availability of relevant 
Federal financial participation, including 
the administrative match under sections 1903 
and 2105 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1396b, 1397ee), for activities that directly sup-
port efforts to identify and enroll eligible in-
dividuals in State Medicaid programs and 
State CHIPs and that directly support the 
provision of authorized medical assistance, 
child health assistance, or pregnancy-related 
assistance, including, but not limited to, 
data sharing and exchange, and other nec-
essary functions. 

(iii) Expeditiously conducting screening 
for eligibility under State Medicaid pro-
grams and State CHIPs for individuals who 
are inmates of a public institution, providing 
application and renewal assistance for those 
who are not yet enrolled in such programs or 
whose eligibility needs to be renewed, and 
coordinating reinstatement of coverage 
under such programs with managed care en-
rollment. 

(iv) Ensuring that an individual who is an 
inmate of a public institution and is eligible 
for medical assistance under a State Med-
icaid program or for child health assistance 
or pregnancy-related assistance under a 
State CHIP receives, in a timely fashion, any 
such assistance for which Federal financial 
participation is authorized, such as, a supply 
of medications or prescription refill upon re-
lease and the services required under sec-
tions 1902(a)(84)(D) and 2102(d) of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(84)(D), 
1397bb(d)). 

(v) Establishing community-based provider 
networks, including those comprised of case 
managers, for purposes of providing con-
tinuity of care to individuals who are eligi-
ble for medical assistance under a State 
Medicaid program or child health assistance 
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or pregnancy-related assistance under a 
State CHIP before, during, and after incar-
ceration. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) PUBLIC INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘public 

institution’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 1902(nn)(3) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(nn)(3)). 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 1101(a)(1) 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1301(a)(1)) for purposes of titles XIX and XXI 
of such Act. 

(4) STATE CHIP.—The term ‘‘State CHIP’’ 
means a State child health plan for child 
health assistance under title XXI of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.), 
and includes any waiver of such a plan. 

(5) STATE MEDICAID PROGRAM.—The term 
‘‘State Medicaid program’’ means a State 
plan for medical assistance under title XIX 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 
seq.), and includes any waiver of such a plan. 
SEC. 207. GUIDANCE RELATING TO IMPROVING 

THE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH WORK-
FORCE AND INTEGRATION OF CARE 
UNDER MEDICAID AND CHIP. 

(a) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 24 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall issue guidance to States regarding the 
following: 

(1) Opportunities to increase access to the 
mental health and substance use disorder 
care providers that participate in Medicaid 
or CHIP, which may include education, 
training, recruitment and retention of such 
providers, with a focus on improving the ca-
pacity of this workforce in rural and under-
served areas by increasing the number, type, 
and capacity of providers. The guidance re-
lating to such opportunities shall include the 
following: 

(A) Best practices from States that have 
used authorities under titles XI, XIX, or XXI 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et 
seq., 1396 et seq., 1397aa et seq.), including 
initiatives States have implemented under 
waivers under section 1115 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1315), for such purposes. 

(B) Opportunities States can leverage to fi-
nance, support, and expand the availability 
of providers of community-based mental 
health and substance use disorder services 
who participate in Medicaid and CHIP across 
the continuum of care, including through the 
participation of paraprofessionals with be-
havioral health expertise, such as clinicians 
with baccalaureate degrees and peer support 
specialists and including best practices espe-
cially pertinent to pediatric care. The guid-
ance shall include examples of innovative 
policies states have adopted to expand access 
to behavioral health services; for example, 
by establishing more expansive and diverse 
behavioral health workforce roles such as 
certified wellness coaches. 

(C) Best practices related to financing, 
supporting, and expanding the education and 
training of providers of mental health and 
substance use disorder services in order to 
increase the workforce of such providers who 
participate in Medicaid and CHIP across the 
continuum of care, including innovative pub-
lic-private partnerships and including such 
practices that are especially pertinent to pe-
diatric care. 

(2) Opportunities to promote the integra-
tion of mental health or substance use dis-
order services with primary care services. 
The guidance relating to such opportunities 
shall include the following: 

(A) An overview of State options for adopt-
ing and expanding value-based payment ar-

rangements and alternative payment mod-
els, including accountable care organization- 
like models and other shared savings pro-
grams. 

(B) A description of opportunities for 
States to use and align existing authorities 
and resources to finance the integration of 
mental health or substance use disorder 
services with primary care services, includ-
ing with respect to the use of electronic 
health records in mental health care settings 
and in substance use disorder care settings. 

(C) Strategies to support integration of 
mental health or substance use disorder 
services with primary care services through 
the use of non-clinical professionals and 
paraprofessionals, including peer support 
specialists. 

(D) Examples of specific strategies and 
models designed to support integration of 
mental health or substance use disorder 
services with primary care services for dif-
fering age groups, including children and 
youth and individuals over the age of 65, 
which may include the collaborative care 
model or primary care behavioral health 
model for behavioral health integration. 

(b) INTEGRATION OF MENTAL HEALTH OR 
SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER SERVICES WITH 
PRIMARY CARE SERVICES.—For purposes of 
subsection (a)(2), the term ‘‘integration of 
mental health or substance use disorder 
services with primary care services’’ means 
any of the following: 

(1) The delivery of mental health or sub-
stance use disorder services in a setting that 
is physically located in the same practice or 
building as a primary care setting, or when 
at least 1 provider of mental health or sub-
stance use disorder services is available in a 
primary care setting via telehealth. 

(2) The use of behavioral health integra-
tion models primarily intended for pediatric 
populations with non-severe mental health 
needs that are focused on prevention and 
early detection and intervention methods 
through a multidisciplinary collaborative 
behavioral health team approach co-man-
aged with primary care, to include same-day 
access to family-focused mental health 
treatment services. 

(3) Having providers of mental health or 
substance use disorder services physically 
co-located in a primary care setting with 
same-day visit availability. 

(4) Implementing or maintaining enhanced 
care coordination or targeted case manage-
ment which includes regular interactions be-
tween and within care teams. 

(5) Providing mental health or substance 
use disorder screening and follow-up assess-
ments, interventions, or services within the 
same practice or facility as a primary care 
or physical service setting. 

(6) The use of assertive community treat-
ment that is integrated with or facilitated 
by a primary care practice. 

(7) Delivery of integrated primary care and 
mental health care or substance use disorder 
care in the home or in community-based set-
tings for individuals who are recipients of 
Medicaid home and community-based serv-
ices. 
SEC. 208. FUNDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION AND 

OPERATIONS. 

There is appropriated to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services for fiscal year 
2024, out of any funds in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to remain available 
until expended— 

(1) $5,000,000, for the purpose of carrying 
out section 203 and the amendments made by 
such section, and sections 206, and 207; and 

(2) $10,000,000 for the recurring collection, 
analysis, and publication of health care data 
under section 1948 of the Social Security Act, 
as added by section 202. 

SEC. 209. CERTIFIED COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH CLINIC SERVICES UNDER 
MEDICAID. 

(a) DEFINITION OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
Section 1905 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396d) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (30), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (31) as 

paragraph (32); and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (30) the 

following new paragraph: 
‘‘(31) certified community behavioral 

health clinic services, as defined in sub-
section (jj); and’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(jj) CERTIFIED COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH CLINIC SERVICES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘certified com-
munity behavioral health services’ means 
any of the following services when furnished 
to an individual as a patient of a certified 
community behavioral health clinic (as de-
fined in paragraph (2)), in a manner reflect-
ing person-centered care and which, if not 
available directly through a certified com-
munity behavioral health clinic, may be pro-
vided or referred through formal relation-
ships with other providers: 

‘‘(A) Crisis mental health services, includ-
ing 24-hour mobile crisis teams, emergency 
crisis intervention services, and crisis sta-
bilization. 

‘‘(B) Screening, assessment, and diagnosis, 
including risk assessment. 

‘‘(C) Patient-centered treatment planning 
or similar processes, including risk assess-
ment and crisis planning. 

‘‘(D) Outpatient mental health and sub-
stance use services. 

‘‘(E) Outpatient clinic primary care screen-
ing and monitoring of key health indicators 
and health risk. 

‘‘(F) Intensive case management services. 
‘‘(G) Psychiatric rehabilitation services. 
‘‘(H) Peer support and counselor services 

and family supports. 
‘‘(I) Intensive, community-based mental 

health care for members of the armed forces 
and veterans who are eligible for medical as-
sistance, particularly such members and vet-
erans located in rural areas, provided the 
care is consistent with minimum clinical 
mental health guidelines promulgated by the 
Veterans Health Administration, including 
clinical guidelines contained in the Uniform 
Mental Health Services Handbook of such 
Administration. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFIED COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH CLINIC.—The term ‘certified commu-
nity behavioral health clinic’ means an orga-
nization that— 

‘‘(A) has been certified by a State as meet-
ing the criteria established by the Secretary 
pursuant to subsection (a) of section 223 of 
the Protecting Access to Medicare Act as of 
January 1, 2024, and any subsequent updates 
to such criteria, regardless of whether the 
State is carrying out a demonstration pro-
gram under this title under subsection (d) of 
such section; 

‘‘(B) is engaged in furnishing all of the 
services described in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(C) agrees, as a condition of the certifi-
cation described in subparagraph (A), to fur-
nish to the State or Secretary any data re-
quired as part of ongoing monitoring of the 
organization’s provision of services, includ-
ing encounter data, clinical outcomes data, 
quality data, and such other data as the 
State or Secretary may require.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to medical assistance furnished on or after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 
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SEC. 210. ELIMINATING CERTAIN DISPROPOR-

TIONATE SHARE HOSPITAL PAY-
MENT CUTS. 

Section 1923(f)(7)(A) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r–4(f)(7)(A)), as amended by 
section 121 of subtitle B of title I of division 
B of the Further Additional Continuing Ap-
propriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 
(Public Law 118–35), is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘For the period 
beginning March 9, 2024, and ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for each of fiscal years 
2025’’ and inserting ‘‘For the period begin-
ning January 1, 2025, and ending September 
30, 2025, and for each of fiscal years 2026’’; 
and 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘March 9, 2024, 
and ending September 30, 2024, and for each 
of fiscal years 2025’’ and inserting ‘‘January 
1, 2025, and ending September 30, 2025, and for 
each of fiscal years 2026’’. 
SEC. 211. PROMOTING VALUE IN MEDICAID MAN-

AGED CARE. 
Section 1903(m)(9)(A) of the Social Secu-

rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396b(m)(9)(A)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘(and before fiscal year 2024)’’. 
SEC. 212. MEDICAID IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Section 1941(b)(3)(A) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396w–1(b)(3)(A)), as amended 
by section 122 of subtitle B of title I of divi-
sion B of the Further Additional Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 
2024 (Public Law 118–35), is further amended 
by striking ‘‘$5,140,428,729’’ and inserting 
‘‘$0’’. 

Subtitle C—Medicare 
SEC. 301. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR QUALITY 

MEASURE ENDORSEMENT, INPUT, 
AND SELECTION. 

Section 1890(d)(2) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395aaa(d)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and $20,000,000’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘$20,000,000’’; and 
(B) by inserting the following before the 

period at the end: ‘‘, and $9,000,000 for the pe-
riod beginning on October 1, 2023, and ending 
on December 31, 2024’’; and 

(2) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘and 
2023’’ and inserting ‘‘2023, and 2024 and the 
period beginning on October 1, 2024, and end-
ing on December 31, 2024’’. 
SEC. 302. EXTENSION OF FUNDING OUTREACH 

AND ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME 
PROGRAMS. 

(a) STATE HEALTH INSURANCE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS.—Subsection (a)(1)(B) of section 
119 of the Medicare Improvements for Pa-
tients and Providers Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C. 
1395b–3 note), as amended by section 3306 of 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (Public Law 111–148), section 610 of the 
American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (Public 
Law 112–240), section 1110 of the Pathway for 
SGR Reform Act of 2013 (Public Law 113–67), 
section 110 of the Protecting Access to Medi-
care Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–93), section 
208 of the Medicare Access and CHIP Reau-
thorization Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–10), 
section 50207 of division E of the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–123), sec-
tion 1402 of division B of the Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2020, and Health Extenders 
Act of 2019 (Public Law 116–59), section 1402 
of division B of the Further Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2020, and Further Health 
Extenders Act of 2019 (Public Law 116–69), 
section 103 of division N of the Further Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public 
Law 116–94), section 3803 of the CARES Act 
(Public Law 116–136), section 2203 of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2021 and Other 
Extensions Act (Public Law 116–159), section 
1102 of the Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2021, and Other Extensions Act 
(Public Law 116–215), and section 103 of divi-
sion CC of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260), is amended— 

(1) in clause (xii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (xiii), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (xiii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(xiv) for the period beginning on October 
1, 2023, and ending on December 31, 2024, 
$18,750,000.’’. 

(b) AREA AGENCIES ON AGING.—Subsection 
(b)(1)(B) of such section 119, as so amended, 
is amended— 

(1) in clause (xii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (xiii), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (xiii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(xiv) for the period beginning on October 
1, 2023, and ending on December 31, 2024, 
$18,750,000.’’. 

(c) AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CEN-
TERS.—Subsection (c)(1)(B) of such section 
119, as so amended, is amended— 

(1) in clause (xii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (xiii), by striking the comma 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (xiii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(xiv) for the period beginning on October 
1, 2023, and ending on December 31, 2024, 
$6,250,000.’’. 

(d) COORDINATION OF EFFORTS TO INFORM 
OLDER AMERICANS ABOUT BENEFITS AVAIL-
ABLE UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE PRO-
GRAMS.—Subsection (d)(2) of such section 119, 
as so amended, is amended— 

(1) in clause (xii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (xiii), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (xiii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(xiv) for the period beginning on October 
1, 2023, and ending on December 31, 2024, 
$18,750,000.’’. 
SEC. 303. EXTENSION OF THE WORK GEO-

GRAPHIC INDEX FLOOR UNDER THE 
MEDICARE PROGRAM. 

Section 1848(e)(1)(E) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(e)(1)(E)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘March 9, 2024’’ and inserting ‘‘Jan-
uary 1, 2025’’. 
SEC. 304. EXTENDING INCENTIVE PAYMENTS FOR 

PARTICIPATION IN ELIGIBLE ALTER-
NATIVE PAYMENT MODELS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1833(z) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395l(z)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘with 2025’’ and inserting 

‘‘with 2026’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘, or, with respect to 2026, 

1.88 percent’’ after ‘‘3.5 percent’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘2025’’ and in-

serting ‘‘2026’’; and 
(ii) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘2025’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (C)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘2026’’ and in-

serting ‘‘2027’’; and 
(ii) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘2026’’ and inserting ‘‘2027’’; and 
(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and 

2025’’ and inserting ‘‘2025, and 2026’’; and 
(3) in paragraph (4)(B), by inserting ‘‘, or, 

with respect to 2026, 1.88 percent’’ after ‘‘3.5 
percent’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
1848(q)(1)(C)(iii) of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(q)(1)(C)(iii)) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘2025’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2026’’; and 

(2) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘2026’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2027’’. 

SEC. 305. TEMPORARY PAYMENT INCREASE 
UNDER THE MEDICARE PHYSICIAN 
FEE SCHEDULE TO ACCOUNT FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND 
ATYPICAL TIMING OF ENACTMENT. 

Section 1848(t)(1) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–4(t)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (D)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2025’’ and in-

serting ‘‘March 9, 2024’’; and 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(E) such services furnished on or after 

March 9, 2024, and before January 1, 2025, by 
2.93 percent.’’. 
SEC. 306. EXTENSION OF INCREASED INPATIENT 

HOSPITAL PAYMENT ADJUSTMENT 
FOR CERTAIN LOW-VOLUME HOS-
PITALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(d)(12) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(d)(12)) 
is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘in fiscal year 
2025 and subsequent fiscal years’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘during the portion of fiscal year 2025 be-
ginning on January 1, 2025, and ending on 
September 30, 2025, and in fiscal year 2026 
and subsequent fiscal years’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C)(i)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘or portion of a fiscal 

year’’ after ‘‘for a fiscal year’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and the portion of fiscal 

year 2025 beginning on October 1, 2024, and 
ending on December 31, 2024’’ after ‘‘through 
2024’’; 

(B) in subclause (III), by inserting ‘‘and the 
portion of fiscal year 2025 beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 2024’’ 
after ‘‘through 2024’’; and 

(C) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘‘fiscal 
year 2025’’ and inserting ‘‘the portion of fis-
cal year 2025 beginning on January 1, 2025, 
and ending on September 30, 2025, and fiscal 
year 2026’’; and 

(3) in subparagraph (D)— 
(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

inserting ‘‘or during the portion of fiscal 
year 2025 beginning on October 1, 2024, and 
ending on December 31, 2024’’ after ‘‘through 
2024’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘and the por-
tion of fiscal year 2025 beginning on October 
1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 2024’’ 
after ‘‘through 2024’’. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services may implement 
the provisions of, including the amendments 
made by, this section by program instruction 
or otherwise. 
SEC. 307. EXTENSION OF THE MEDICARE-DE-

PENDENT HOSPITAL (MDH) PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(d)(5)(G) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395ww(d)(5)(G)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘October 1, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2025’’; and 

(2) in clause (ii)(II), by striking ‘‘October 1, 
2024’’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2025’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) EXTENSION OF TARGET AMOUNT.—Section 

1886(b)(3)(D) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395ww(b)(3)(D)) is amended— 

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
striking ‘‘October 1, 2024’’ and inserting 
‘‘January 1, 2025’’; and 

(B) in clause (iv), by inserting ‘‘and the 
portion of fiscal year 2025 beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 2024,’’ 
after ‘‘through fiscal year 2024’’. 

(2) PERMITTING HOSPITALS TO DECLINE RE-
CLASSIFICATION.—Section 13501(e)(2) of the 
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Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 
(42 U.S.C. 1395ww note) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘or fiscal year 2000’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘the Secretary’’ and inserting ‘‘fis-
cal year 2000 through fiscal year 2024, or the 
portion of fiscal year 2025 beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 2024, 
the Secretary’’. 
SEC. 308. EXTENSION OF ADJUSTMENT TO CAL-

CULATION OF HOSPICE CAP 
AMOUNT UNDER MEDICARE. 

Section 1814(i)(2)(B) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395f(i)(2)(B)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘2032’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2033’’; and 

(2) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘2032’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2033’’. 
SEC. 309. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$2,197,795,056’’ and inserting ‘‘$0’’. 

Subtitle D—Human Services 
SEC. 401. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY ASSIST-

ANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES PRO-
GRAM. 

Activities authorized by part A of title IV 
(other than under section 403(c) or 418) and 
section 1108(b) of the Social Security Act 
shall continue through September 30, 2024, in 
the manner authorized for fiscal year 2023, 
and out of any money in the Treasury of the 
United States not otherwise appropriated, 
there are hereby appropriated such sums as 
may be necessary for such purpose. 
SEC. 402. EXTENSION OF CHILD AND FAMILY 

SERVICES PROGRAMS. 
Activities authorized by part B of title IV 

of the Social Security Act shall continue 
through December 31, 2024, in the manner au-
thorized for fiscal year 2023, and out of any 
money in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated, there are hereby 
appropriated such sums as may be necessary 
for such purpose. 
SEC. 403. SEXUAL RISK AVOIDANCE EDUCATION 

EXTENSION. 
Section 510 of the Social Security Act (42 

U.S.C. 710), as amended by section 142 of sub-
title D of title I of division B of the Further 
Additional Continuing Appropriations and 
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law 118– 
35), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘January 19, 

2024,’’; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘for the period beginning 

on March 9, 2024, and ending on September 
30, 2024, and for the period beginning on Oc-
tober 1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 
2024,’’ after ‘‘March 8, 2024,’’; and 

(iii) by inserting ‘‘or 2025’’ after ‘‘for fiscal 
year 2024’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or 2025’’ 
after ‘‘with respect to fiscal year 2024’’ each 
place it appears; and 

(2) in subsection (f)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ before ‘‘for the pe-

riod beginning on January 20, 2024,’’; and 
(B) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘, for the period beginning on 
March 9, 2024, and ending on September 30, 
2024, an amount equal to the pro rata portion 
of the amount appropriated for the cor-
responding period for fiscal year 2023, and for 
the period beginning on October 1, 2024, and 
ending on December 31, 2024, an amount 
equal to the pro rata portion of the amount 
appropriated for the corresponding period for 
fiscal year 2024.’’. 
SEC. 404. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDU-

CATION EXTENSION. 
Section 513 of the Social Security Act (42 

U.S.C. 713), as amended by section 143 of sub-
title D of title I of division B of the Further 
Additional Continuing Appropriations and 
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law 118– 
35), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-

ceding clause (i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘January 19, 

2024,’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘for the period beginning 

on March 9, 2024, and ending on September 
30, 2024, and for the period beginning on Oc-
tober 1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 
2024,’’ after ‘‘March 8, 2024,’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)(i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and’’ after ‘‘January 19, 

2024,’’; and 
(ii) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘, for the period beginning on 
March 9, 2024, and ending on September 30, 
2024, and for the period beginning on October 
1, 2024, and ending on December 31, 2024.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)(3), by inserting ‘‘or 
2025’’ after ‘‘fiscal year 2024’’; and 

(3) in subsection (f)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ before ‘‘for the pe-

riod beginning on January 20, 2024,’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2023.’’ and in-

serting ‘‘fiscal year 2023, for the period be-
ginning on March 9, 2024, and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 2024, an amount equal to the pro 
rata portion of the amount appropriated for 
the corresponding period for fiscal year 2023, 
and for the period beginning on October 1, 
2024, and ending on December 31, 2024, an 
amount equal to the pro rata portion of the 
amount appropriated for the corresponding 
period for fiscal year 2024.’’. 
SEC. 405. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR FAMILY- 

TO-FAMILY HEALTH INFORMATION 
CENTERS. 

Section 501(c)(1)(A) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 701(c)(1)(A)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (vi), by striking ‘‘and’’ after 
the semicolon; 

(2) in clause (vii), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (vii), the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(viii) $1,500,000 for the portion of fiscal 
year 2025 before January 1, 2025.’’. 
TITLE II—AMENDING COMPACTS OF FREE 

ASSOCIATION 
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 202. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The United States (in accordance with 

the Trusteeship Agreement for the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands, the United 
Nations Charter, and the objectives of the 
international trusteeship system of the 
United Nations) fulfilled its obligations to 
promote the development of the people of 
the Trust Territory toward self-government 
or independence, as appropriate, to the par-
ticular circumstances of the Trust Territory 
and the people of the Trust Territory and the 
freely expressed wishes of the people con-
cerned. 

(2) The United States, the Federated 
States of Micronesia, and the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands entered into the Compact of 
Free Association set forth in section 201 of 
the Compact of Free Association Act of 1985 
(48 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public Law 99–239) and 
the United States and the Republic of Palau 
entered into the Compact of Free Associa-
tion set forth in section 201 of Public Law 99– 
658 (48 U.S.C. 1931 note) to create and main-
tain a close and mutually beneficial rela-
tionship. 

(3) The ‘‘Compact of Free Association, as 
amended, between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Federated States of Micronesia’’, 
the ‘‘Compact of Free Association, as amend-
ed, between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands’’, and 

related agreements were signed by the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Gov-
ernments of the Federated States of Micro-
nesia and the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands and approved, as applicable, by section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association 
Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921 note; 
Public Law 108–188). 

(4) The ‘‘Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Palau 
Following the Compact of Free Association 
Section 432 Review’’, was signed by the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Palau on Sep-
tember 3, 2010, and amended on September 
19, 2018. 

(5) On May 22, 2023, the United States 
signed the ‘‘Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Palau Re-
sulting From the 2023 Compact of Free Asso-
ciation Section 432 Review’’. 

(6) On May 23, 2023, the United States 
signed 3 agreements related to the U.S.-FSM 
Compact of Free Association, including an 
Agreement to Amend the Compact, as 
amended, a new fiscal procedures agreement, 
and a new trust fund agreement and on Sep-
tember 28, 2023, the United States signed a 
Federal Programs and Services agreement 
related to the U.S.-FSM Compact of Free As-
sociation. 

(7) On October 16, 2023, the United States 
signed 3 agreements relating to the U.S.-RMI 
Compact of Free Association, including an 
Agreement to Amend the Compact, as 
amended, a new fiscal procedures agreement, 
and a new trust fund agreement. 
SEC. 203. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) 1986 COMPACT.—The term ‘‘1986 Com-

pact’’ means the Compact of Free Associa-
tion between the Government of the United 
States and the Governments of the Marshall 
Islands and the Federated States of Micro-
nesia set forth in section 201 of the Compact 
of Free Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1901 
note; Public Law 99–239). 

(2) 2003 AMENDED U.S.-FSM COMPACT.—The 
term ‘‘2003 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact’’ 
means the Compact of Free Association 
amending the 1986 Compact entitled the 
‘‘Compact of Free Association, as amended, 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Federated States of Micronesia’’ set 
forth in section 201(a) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921 note; Public Law 108–188). 

(3) 2003 AMENDED U.S.-RMI COMPACT.—The 
term ‘‘2003 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact’’ 
means the Compact of Free Association 
amending the 1986 Compact entitled ‘‘Com-
pact of Free Association, as amended, be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands’’ set forth in 
section 201(b) of the Compact of Free Asso-
ciation Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 
1921 note; Public Law 108–188). 

(4) 2023 AGREEMENT TO AMEND THE U.S.-FSM 
COMPACT.—The term ‘‘2023 Agreement to 
Amend the U.S.-FSM Compact’’ means the 
Agreement between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Federated States of Micronesia 
to Amend the Compact of Free Association, 
as Amended, done at Palikir May 23, 2023. 

(5) 2023 AGREEMENT TO AMEND THE U.S.-RMI 
COMPACT.—The term ‘‘2023 Agreement to 
Amend the U.S.-RMI Compact’’ means the 
Agreement between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
to Amend the Compact of Free Association, 
as Amended, done at Honolulu October 16, 
2023. 
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(6) 2023 AMENDED U.S.-FSM COMPACT.—The 

term ‘‘2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact’’ 
means the 2003 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, 
as amended by the 2023 Agreement to Amend 
the U.S.-FSM Compact. 

(7) 2023 AMENDED U.S.-RMI COMPACT.—The 
term ‘‘2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact’’ 
means the 2003 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, 
as amended by the 2023 Agreement to Amend 
the U.S.-RMI Compact. 

(8) 2023 U.S.-FSM FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘2023 U.S.- 
FSM Federal Programs and Services Agree-
ment’’ means the 2023 Federal Programs and 
Services Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Federated States of 
Micronesia, done at Washington September 
28, 2023. 

(9) 2023 U.S.-FSM FISCAL PROCEDURES AGREE-
MENT.—The term ‘‘2023 U.S.-FSM Fiscal Pro-
cedures Agreement’’ means the Agreement 
Concerning Procedures for the Implementa-
tion of United States Economic Assistance 
provided in the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM 
Compact between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
done at Palikir May 23, 2023. 

(10) 2023 U.S.-FSM TRUST FUND AGREEMENT.— 
The term ‘‘2023 U.S.-FSM Trust Fund Agree-
ment’’ means the Agreement between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Federated States 
of Micronesia Regarding the Compact Trust 
Fund, done at Palikir May 23, 2023. 

(11) 2023 U.S.-PALAU COMPACT REVIEW AGREE-
MENT.—The term ‘‘2023 U.S.-Palau Compact 
Review Agreement’’ means the Agreement 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Republic of Palau Resulting From the 
2023 Compact of Free Association Section 432 
Review, done at Port Moresby May 22, 2023. 

(12) 2023 U.S.-RMI FISCAL PROCEDURES AGREE-
MENT.—The term ‘‘2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Pro-
cedures Agreement’’ means the Agreement 
Concerning Procedures for the Implementa-
tion of United States Economic Assistance 
Provided in the 2023 Amended Compact Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands, done at Hono-
lulu October 16, 2023. 

(13) 2023 U.S.-RMI TRUST FUND AGREEMENT.— 
The term ‘‘2023 U.S.-RMI Trust Fund Agree-
ment’’ means the Agreement between the 
Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands Regarding the Compact 
Trust Fund, done at Honolulu October 16, 
2023. 

(14) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Natural Resources of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(15) FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES.—The term 
‘‘Freely Associated States’’ means— 

(A) the Federated States of Micronesia; 
(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands; 

and 
(C) the Republic of Palau. 
(16) SUBSIDIARY AGREEMENT.—The term 

‘‘subsidiary agreement’’ means any of the 
following: 

(A) The 2023 U.S.-FSM Federal Programs 
and Services Agreement. 

(B) The 2023 U.S.-FSM Fiscal Procedures 
Agreement. 

(C) The 2023 U.S.-FSM Trust Fund Agree-
ment. 

(D) The 2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Procedures 
Agreement. 

(E) The 2023 U.S.-RMI Trust Fund Agree-
ment. 

(F) Any Federal Programs and Services 
Agreement in force between the United 
States and the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands. 

(G) Any Federal Programs and Services 
Agreement in force between the United 
States and the Republic of Palau. 

(H) Any other agreement that the United 
States may from time-to-time enter into 
with the Government of the Federated 
States of Micronesia, the Government of the 
Republic of Palau, or the Government of the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, in accord-
ance with— 

(i) the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 
(ii) the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 

Agreement; or 
(iii) the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact. 
(17) U.S.-PALAU COMPACT.—The term ‘‘U.S.- 

Palau Compact’’ means the Compact of Free 
Association between the United States and 
the Government of Palau set forth in section 
201 of Public Law 99–658 (48 U.S.C. 1931 note). 
SEC. 204. APPROVAL OF 2023 AGREEMENT TO 

AMEND THE U.S.-FSM COMPACT, 2023 
AGREEMENT TO AMEND THE U.S.- 
RMI COMPACT, 2023 U.S.-PALAU COM-
PACT REVIEW AGREEMENT, AND 
SUBSIDIARY AGREEMENTS. 

(a) FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA.— 
(1) APPROVAL.—The 2023 Agreement to 

Amend the U.S.-FSM Compact and the 2023 
U.S.-FSM Trust Fund Agreement, as sub-
mitted to Congress on June 15, 2023, are ap-
proved and incorporated by reference. 

(2) CONSENT OF CONGRESS.—Congress con-
sents to— 

(A) the 2023 U.S.-FSM Fiscal Procedures 
Agreement, as submitted to Congress on 
June 15, 2023; and 

(B) the 2023 U.S.-FSM Federal Programs 
and Services Agreement. 

(3) AUTHORITY OF PRESIDENT.—Notwith-
standing section 101(f) of the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921(f)), the President is authorized to 
bring into force and implement the agree-
ments described in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(b) REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS.— 
(1) APPROVAL.—The 2023 Agreement to 

Amend the U.S.-RMI Compact and the 2023 
U.S.-RMI Trust Fund Agreement, as sub-
mitted to Congress on October 17, 2023, are 
approved and incorporated by reference. 

(2) CONSENT OF CONGRESS.—Congress con-
sents to the 2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Procedures 
Agreement, as submitted to Congress on Oc-
tober 17, 2023. 

(3) AUTHORITY OF PRESIDENT.—Notwith-
standing section 101(f) of the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921(f)), the President is authorized to 
bring into force and implement the agree-
ments described in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(c) REPUBLIC OF PALAU.— 
(1) APPROVAL.—The 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-

pact Review Agreement, as submitted to 
Congress on June 15, 2023, is approved. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF PRESIDENT.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to bring into force and im-
plement the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 
Agreement. 

(d) AMENDMENTS, CHANGES, OR TERMI-
NATION TO COMPACTS AND CERTAIN AGREE-
MENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any amendment to, 
change to, or termination of all or any part 
of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, 2023 
Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, or the U.S.- 
Palau Compact, by mutual agreement or uni-
lateral action of the Government of the 
United States, shall not enter into force 
until the date on which Congress has incor-
porated the applicable amendment, change, 
or termination into an Act of Congress. 

(2) ADDITIONAL ACTIONS AND AGREEMENTS.— 
In addition to the Compacts described in 
paragraph (1), the requirements of that para-
graph shall apply to— 

(A) any action of the Government of the 
United States under the 2023 Amended U.S.- 
FSM Compact, 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Com-
pact, or U.S.-Palau Compact, including an 
action taken pursuant to section 431, 441, or 
442 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, 
2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, or U.S.- 
Palau Compact; and 

(B) any amendment to, change to, or ter-
mination of— 

(i) the agreement described in section 
462(a)(2) of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Com-
pact; 

(ii) the agreement described in section 
462(a)(5) of the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Com-
pact; 

(iii) an agreement concluded pursuant to 
section 265 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM 
Compact; 

(iv) an agreement concluded pursuant to 
section 265 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact; 

(v) an agreement concluded pursuant to 
section 177 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact; 

(vi) Articles III and IV of the agreement 
described in section 462(b)(6) of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 

(vii) Articles III, IV, and X of the agree-
ment described in section 462(b)(6) of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-RMI Compact; 

(viii) the agreement described in section 
462(h) of the U.S.-Palau Compact; and 

(ix) Articles VI, XV, and XVII of the agree-
ment described in section 462(b)(7) of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-FSM Compact and 2023 
Amended U.S.-RMI Compact and section 
462(i) of the U.S.-Palau Compact. 

(e) ENTRY INTO FORCE OF FUTURE AMEND-
MENTS TO SUBSIDIARY AGREEMENTS.—An 
agreement between the United States and 
the Government of the Federated States of 
Micronesia, the Government of the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, or the Government 
of the Republic of Palau that would amend, 
change, or terminate any subsidiary agree-
ment or portion of a subsidiary agreement 
(other than an amendment to, change to, or 
termination of an agreement described in 
subsection (d)) shall not enter into force 
until the date that is 90 days after the date 
on which the President has transmitted to 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives— 

(1) the agreement to amend, change, or ter-
minate the subsidiary agreement; 

(2) an explanation of the amendment, 
change, or termination; 

(3) a description of the reasons for the 
amendment, change, or termination; and 

(4) in the case of an agreement that would 
amend, change, or terminate any agreement 
described in section 462(b)(3) of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-FSM Compact or the 2023 
Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, a statement by 
the Secretary of Labor that describes— 

(A) the necessity of the amendment, 
change, or termination; and 

(B) any impacts of the amendment, change, 
or termination. 
SEC. 205. AGREEMENTS WITH FEDERATED 

STATES OF MICRONESIA. 
(a) LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to sections 222 

and 224 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Com-
pact, the United States shall provide nonre-
imbursable technical and training assist-
ance, as appropriate, including training and 
equipment for postal inspection of illicit 
drugs and other contraband, to enable the 
Government of the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia— 

(A) to develop and adequately enforce laws 
of the Federated States of Micronesia; and 
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(B) to cooperate with the United States in 

the enforcement of criminal laws of the 
United States. 

(2) USE OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS.—Funds 
appropriated pursuant to subsection (j) of 
section 105 of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d) 
(as amended by section 209(j)) may be used in 
accordance with section 102(a) of the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of 
2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921a(a)). 

(b) UNITED STATES APPOINTEES TO JOINT 
ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The 3 United States ap-
pointees (which are composed of the United 
States chair and 2 other members from the 
Government of the United States) to the 
Joint Economic Management Committee es-
tablished under section 213 of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-FSM Compact (referred to in 
this subsection as the ‘‘Committee’’) shall— 

(A) be voting members of the Committee; 
and 

(B) continue to be officers or employees of 
the Federal Government. 

(2) TERM; APPOINTMENT.—The 3 United 
States members of the Committee described 
in paragraph (1) shall be appointed for a term 
of 2 years as follows: 

(A) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Interagency Group on Freely Associated 
States established under section 208(d)(1). 

(3) REAPPOINTMENT.—A United States 
member of the Committee appointed under 
paragraph (2) may be reappointed for not 
more than 2 additional 2-year terms. 

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—Not fewer than 2 
United States members of the Committee ap-
pointed under paragraph (2) shall be individ-
uals who— 

(A) by reason of knowledge, experience, or 
training, are especially qualified in account-
ing, auditing, budget analysis, compliance, 
grant administration, program management, 
or international economics; and 

(B) possess not less than 5 years of full- 
time experience in accounting, auditing, 
budget analysis, compliance, grant adminis-
tration, program management, or inter-
national economics. 

(5) NOTICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of appointment of a United 
States member of the Committee under 
paragraph (2), the Secretary of the Interior 
shall notify the appropriate committees of 
Congress that an individual has been ap-
pointed as a voting member of the Com-
mittee under that paragraph, including a 
statement prepared by the Secretary of the 
Interior attesting to the qualifications of the 
member described in paragraph (4), subject 
to subparagraph (B). 

(B) REQUIREMENT.—For purposes of a state-
ment required under subparagraph (A)— 

(i) in the case of a member appointed under 
paragraph (2)(A), the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall compile information on the mem-
ber provided to the Secretary of the Interior 
by the Secretary of State on request of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and 

(ii) in the case of a member appointed 
under paragraph (2)(C), the Secretary of the 
Interior shall compile information on the 
member provided to the Secretary of the In-
terior by the Interagency Group on Freely 
Associated States established under section 
208(d)(1) on request of the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

(6) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after the date on which the Com-
mittee receives or completes any report re-

quired under the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM 
Compact, or any related subsidiary agree-
ment, the Secretary of the Interior shall sub-
mit the report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress. 

(7) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90 
days after the date on which the Government 
of the Federated States of Micronesia sub-
mits to the Committee a report required 
under the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, 
or any related subsidiary agreement, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(A) if the report is submitted by the appli-
cable deadline, written notice attesting that 
the report is complete and accurate; or 

(B) if the report is not submitted by the 
applicable deadline, written notice that the 
report has not been timely submitted. 

(c) UNITED STATES APPOINTEES TO JOINT 
TRUST FUND COMMITTEE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The 3 United States vot-
ing members (which are composed of the 
United States chair and 2 other members 
from the Government of the United States) 
to the Joint Trust Fund Committee estab-
lished pursuant to the agreement described 
in section 462(b)(5) of the 2023 Amended U.S.- 
FSM Compact (referred to in this subsection 
as the ‘‘Committee’’) shall continue to be of-
ficers or employees of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(2) TERM; APPOINTMENT.—The 3 United 
States members of the Committee described 
in paragraph (1) shall be appointed for a term 
not more than 2 years as follows: 

(A) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of State. 

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

(3) REAPPOINTMENT.—A United States 
member of the Committee appointed under 
paragraph (2) may be reappointed for not 
more than 2 additional 2-year terms. 

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—Not fewer than 2 
members of the Committee appointed under 
paragraph (2) shall be individuals who— 

(A) by reason of knowledge, experience, or 
training, are especially qualified in account-
ing, auditing, budget analysis, compliance, 
financial investment, grant administration, 
program management, or international eco-
nomics; and 

(B) possess not less than 5 years of full- 
time experience in accounting, auditing, 
budget analysis, compliance, financial in-
vestment, grant administration, program 
management, or international economics. 

(5) NOTICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of appointment of a United 
States member to the Committee under 
paragraph (2), the Secretary of the Interior 
shall notify the appropriate committees of 
Congress that an individual has been ap-
pointed as a voting member of the Com-
mittee under that paragraph, including a 
statement attesting to the qualifications of 
the member described in paragraph (4), sub-
ject to subparagraph (B). 

(B) REQUIREMENT.—For purposes of a state-
ment required under subparagraph (A)— 

(i) in the case of a member appointed under 
paragraph (2)(A), the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall compile information on the mem-
ber provided to the Secretary of the Interior 
by the Secretary of State on request of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and 

(ii) in the case of a member appointed 
under paragraph (2)(C), the Secretary of the 
Interior shall compile information on the 
member provided to the Secretary of the In-
terior by the Secretary of the Treasury on 
request of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(6) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after the date on which the Com-

mittee receives or completes any report re-
quired under the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM 
Compact, or any related subsidiary agree-
ment, the Secretary of the Interior shall sub-
mit the report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress. 

(7) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90 
days after the date on which the Government 
of the Federated States of Micronesia sub-
mits to the Committee a report required 
under the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, 
or any related subsidiary agreement, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(A) if the report is submitted by the appli-
cable deadline, written notice attesting that 
the report is complete and accurate; or 

(B) if the report is not submitted by the 
applicable deadline, written notice that the 
report has not been timely submitted. 
SEC. 206. AGREEMENTS WITH AND OTHER PROVI-

SIONS RELATED TO THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS. 

(a) LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to sections 222 

and 224 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Com-
pact, the United States shall provide nonre-
imbursable technical and training assist-
ance, as appropriate, including training and 
equipment for postal inspection of illicit 
drugs and other contraband, to enable the 
Government of the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands— 

(A) to develop and adequately enforce laws 
of the Marshall Islands; and 

(B) to cooperate with the United States in 
the enforcement of criminal laws of the 
United States. 

(2) USE OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS.—Funds 
appropriated pursuant to subsection (j) of 
section 105 of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d) 
(as amended by section 209(j)) may be used in 
accordance with section 103(a) of the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of 
2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921b(a)). 

(b) ESPOUSAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress reaffirms that— 
(A) section 103(g)(1) of the Compact of Free 

Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(g)(1)) 
and section 103(e)(1) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(e)(1)) provided that ‘‘It is the in-
tention of the Congress of the United States 
that the provisions of section 177 of the Com-
pact of Free Association and the Agreement 
between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of the Marshall 
Islands for the Implementation of Section 
177 of the Compact (hereafter in this sub-
section referred to as the ‘Section 177 Agree-
ment’) constitute a full and final settlement 
of all claims described in Articles X and XI 
of the Section 177 Agreement, and that any 
such claims be terminated and barred except 
insofar as provided for in the Section 177 
Agreement.’’; and 

(B) section 103(g)(2) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(g)(2)) 
and section 103(e)(2) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(e)(2)) provided that ‘‘In further-
ance of the intention of Congress as stated in 
paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Section 
177 Agreement is hereby ratified and ap-
proved. It is the explicit understanding and 
intent of Congress that the jurisdictional 
limitations set forth in Article XII of such 
Agreement are enacted solely and exclu-
sively to accomplish the objective of Article 
X of such Agreement and only as a clarifica-
tion of the effect of Article X, and are not to 
be construed or implemented separately 
from Article X.’’. 

(2) EFFECT.—Nothing in the 2023 Agree-
ment to Amend the U.S.-RMI Compact af-
fects the application of the provisions of law 
reaffirmed by paragraph (1). 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1217 March 5, 2024 
(c) CERTAIN SECTION 177 AGREEMENT PROVI-

SIONS.—Congress reaffirms that— 
(1) Article IX of the Agreement Between 

the Government of the United States and the 
Government of the Marshall Islands for the 
Implementation of Section 177 of the Com-
pact of Free Association, done at Majuro 
June 25, 1983, provided that ‘‘If loss or dam-
age to property and person of the citizens of 
the Marshall Islands, resulting from the Nu-
clear Testing Program, arises or is discov-
ered after the effective date of this Agree-
ment, and such injuries were not and could 
not reasonably have been identified as of the 
effective date of this Agreement, and if such 
injuries render the provisions of this Agree-
ment manifestly inadequate, the Govern-
ment of the Marshall Islands may request 
that the Government of the United States 
provide for such injuries by submitting such 
a request to the Congress of the United 
States for its consideration. It is understood 
that this Article does not commit the Con-
gress of the United States to authorize and 
appropriate funds.’’; and 

(2) section 3(a) of Article XIII of the agree-
ment described in paragraph (1) provided 
that ‘‘The Government of the United States 
and the Government of the Marshall Islands 
shall consult at the request of either of them 
on matters relating to the provisions of this 
Agreement.’’. 

(d) UNITED STATES APPOINTEES TO JOINT 
ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT AND FINANCIAL AC-
COUNTABILITY COMMITTEE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The 2 United States ap-
pointees (which are composed of the United 
States chair and 1 other member from the 
Government of the United States) to the 
Joint Economic Management and Financial 
Accountability Committee established under 
section 214 of the 2003 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact (referred to in this subsection as 
the ‘‘Committee’’) shall— 

(A) be voting members of the Committee; 
and 

(B) continue to be officers or employees of 
the Federal Government. 

(2) TERM; APPOINTMENT.—The 2 United 
States members of the Committee described 
in paragraph (1) shall be appointed for a term 
of 2 years as follows: 

(A) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(3) REAPPOINTMENT.—A United States 
member of the Committee appointed under 
paragraph (2) may be reappointed for not 
more than 2 additional 2-year terms. 

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—At least 1 United 
States member of the Committee appointed 
under paragraph (2) shall be an individual 
who— 

(A) by reason of knowledge, experience, or 
training, is especially qualified in account-
ing, auditing, budget analysis, compliance, 
grant administration, program management, 
or international economics; and 

(B) possesses not less than 5 years of full- 
time experience in accounting, auditing, 
budget analysis, compliance, grant adminis-
tration, program management, or inter-
national economics. 

(5) NOTICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of appointment of a United 
States member under paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall notify the appro-
priate committees of Congress that an indi-
vidual has been appointed as a voting mem-
ber of the Committee under that paragraph, 
including a statement attesting to the quali-
fications of the member described in para-
graph (4), subject to subparagraph (B). 

(B) REQUIREMENT.—For purposes of a state-
ment required under subparagraph (A), in 
the case of a member appointed under para-
graph (2)(A), the Secretary of the Interior 
shall compile information on the member 
provided to the Secretary of the Interior by 
the Secretary of State on request of the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

(6) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after the date on which the Com-
mittee receives or completes any report re-
quired under the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact, or any related subsidiary agree-
ment, the Secretary of the Interior shall sub-
mit the report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress. 

(7) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90 
days after the date on which the Government 
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands sub-
mits to the Committee a report required 
under the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, 
or any related subsidiary agreement, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(A) if the report is submitted by the appli-
cable deadline, written notice attesting that 
the report is complete and accurate; or 

(B) if the report is not submitted by the 
applicable deadline, written notice that the 
report has not been timely submitted. 

(e) UNITED STATES APPOINTEES TO TRUST 
FUND COMMITTEE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The 3 United States vot-
ing members (which are composed of the 
United States chair and 2 other members 
from the Government of the United States) 
to the Trust Fund Committee established 
pursuant to the agreement described in sec-
tion 462(b)(5) of the 2003 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact (referred to in this subsection as 
the ‘‘Committee’’) shall continue to be offi-
cers or employees of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(2) TERM; APPOINTMENT.—The 3 United 
States members of the Committee described 
in paragraph (1) shall be appointed for a term 
not more than 5 years as follows: 

(A) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of State. 

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

(3) REAPPOINTMENT.—A United States 
member of the Committee appointed under 
paragraph (2) may be reappointed for not 
more than 2 additional 2-year terms. 

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—Not fewer than 2 
members of the Committee appointed under 
paragraph (2) shall be individuals who— 

(A) by reason of knowledge, experience, or 
training, are especially qualified in account-
ing, auditing, budget analysis, compliance, 
financial investment, grant administration, 
program management, or international eco-
nomics; and 

(B) possess not less than 5 years of full- 
time experience in accounting, auditing, 
budget analysis, compliance, financial in-
vestment, grant administration, program 
management, or international economics. 

(5) NOTICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of appointment of a United 
States Member under paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall notify the appro-
priate committees of Congress that an indi-
vidual has been appointed as a voting mem-
ber of the Committee under that paragraph, 
including a statement attesting to the quali-
fications of the appointee described in para-
graph (4), subject to subparagraph (B). 

(B) REQUIREMENT.—For purposes of a state-
ment required under subparagraph (A)— 

(i) in the case of a member appointed under 
paragraph (2)(A), the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall compile information on the mem-
ber provided to the Secretary of the Interior 

by the Secretary of State on request of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and 

(ii) in the case of a member appointed 
under paragraph (2)(C), the Secretary of the 
Interior shall compile information on the 
member provided to the Secretary of the In-
terior by the Secretary of the Treasury on 
request of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(6) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after the date on which the Com-
mittee receives or completes any report re-
quired under the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact, or any related subsidiary agree-
ment, the Secretary of the Interior shall sub-
mit the report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress. 

(7) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90 
days after the date on which the Government 
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands sub-
mits to the Committee a report required 
under the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, 
or any related subsidiary agreement, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress— 

(A) if the report is submitted by the appli-
cable deadline, written notice attesting that 
the report is complete and accurate; or 

(B) if the report is not submitted by the 
applicable deadline, written notice that the 
report has not been timely submitted. 

(f) FOUR ATOLL HEALTH CARE PROGRAM.— 
Congress reaffirms that— 

(1) section 103(j)(1) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(j)(1)) 
and section 103(h)(1) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(h)(1)) provided that services 
‘‘provided by the United States Public 
Health Service or any other United States 
agency pursuant to section 1(a) of Article II 
of the Agreement for the Implementation of 
Section 177 of the Compact (hereafter in this 
subsection referred to as the ‘Section 177 
Agreement’) shall be only for services to the 
people of the Atolls of Bikini, Enewetak, 
Rongelap, and Utrik who were affected by 
the consequences of the United States nu-
clear testing program, pursuant to the pro-
gram described in Public Law 95–134 and 
Public Law 96–205 and their descendants (and 
any other persons identified as having been 
so affected if such identification occurs in 
the manner described in such public laws). 
Nothing in this subsection shall be construed 
as prejudicial to the views or policies of the 
Government of the Marshall Islands as to the 
persons affected by the consequences of the 
United States nuclear testing program.’’; 

(2) section 103(j)(2) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(j)(2)) 
and section 103(h)(2) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(h)(2)) provided that ‘‘at the end 
of the first year after the effective date of 
the Compact and at the end of each year 
thereafter, the providing agency or agencies 
shall return to the Government of the Mar-
shall Islands any unexpended funds to be re-
turned to the Fund Manager (as described in 
Article I of the Section 177 Agreement) to be 
covered into the Fund to be available for fu-
ture use.’’; and 

(3) section 103(j)(3) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(j)(3)) 
and section 103(h)(3) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(h)(3)) provided that ‘‘the Fund 
Manager shall retain the funds returned by 
the Government of the Marshall Islands pur-
suant to paragraph (2) of this subsection, 
shall invest and manage such funds, and at 
the end of 15 years after the effective date of 
the Compact, shall make from the total 
amount so retained and the proceeds thereof 
annual disbursements sufficient to continue 
to make payments for the provision of 
health services as specified in paragraph (1) 
of this subsection to such extent as may be 
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provided in contracts between the Govern-
ment of the Marshall Islands and appropriate 
United States providers of such health serv-
ices.’’. 

(g) RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH CARE PROGRAM.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
on the request of the Government of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands, the President 
(through an appropriate department or agen-
cy of the United States) shall continue to 
provide special medical care and logistical 
support for the remaining members of the 
population of Rongelap and Utrik who were 
exposed to radiation resulting from the 1954 
United States thermonuclear ‘‘Bravo’’ test, 
pursuant to Public Law 95–134 (91 Stat. 1159) 
and Public Law 96–205 (94 Stat. 84). 

(h) AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PROGRAMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress reaffirms that— 
(A) section 103(h)(2) of the Compact of Free 

Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(h)(2)) 
and section 103(f)(2)(A) of the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(f)(2)(A)) provided that notwith-
standing ‘‘any other provision of law, upon 
the request of the Government of the Mar-
shall Islands, for the first fifteen years after 
the effective date of the Compact, the Presi-
dent (either through an appropriate depart-
ment or agency of the United States or by 
contract with a United States firm or by a 
grant to the Government of the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands which may further con-
tract only with a United States firm or a Re-
public of the Marshall Islands firm, the own-
ers, officers and majority of the employees of 
which are citizens of the United States or 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands) shall 
provide technical and other assistance with-
out reimbursement, to continue the planting 
and agricultural maintenance program on 
Enewetak; without reimbursement, to con-
tinue the food programs of the Bikini, 
Rongelap, Utrik, and Enewetak people de-
scribed in section 1(d) of Article II of the 
Subsidiary Agreement for the Implementa-
tion of Section 177 of the Compact and for 
continued waterborne transportation of agri-
cultural products to Enewetak including op-
erations and maintenance of the vessel used 
for such purposes.’’; 

(B) section 103(h)(2) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(h)(2)) 
and section 103(f)(2)(B) of the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(f)(2)(B)) provided that ‘‘The 
President shall ensure the assistance pro-
vided under these programs reflects the 
changes in the population since the incep-
tion of such programs.’’; and 

(C) section 103(h)(3) of the Compact of Free 
Association Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1903(h)(3)) 
and section 103(f)(3) of the Compact of Free 
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921b(f)(3)) provided that ‘‘payments 
under this subsection shall be provided to 
such extent or in such amounts as are nec-
essary for services and other assistance pro-
vided pursuant to this subsection. It is the 
sense of Congress that after the periods of 
time specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
this subsection, consideration will be given 
to such additional funding for these pro-
grams as may be necessary.’’. 

(2) PLANTING AND AGRICULTURAL MAINTE-
NANCE PROGRAM.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior may provide grants to the Government 
of the Republic of the Marshall Islands to 
carry out a planting and agricultural main-
tenance program on Bikini, Enewetak, 
Rongelap, and Utrik. 

(3) FOOD PROGRAMS.—The Secretary of Ag-
riculture may provide, without reimburse-
ment, food programs to the people of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands. 

SEC. 207. AGREEMENTS WITH AND OTHER PROVI-
SIONS RELATED TO THE REPUBLIC 
OF PALAU. 

(a) BILATERAL ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS.— 
United States participation in the annual 
economic consultations referred to in Article 
8 of the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 
Agreement shall be by officers or employees 
of the Federal Government. 

(b) ECONOMIC ADVISORY GROUP.— 
(1) QUALIFICATIONS.—A member of the Eco-

nomic Advisory Group described in Article 7 
of the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 
Agreement (referred to in this subsection as 
the ‘‘Advisory Group’’) who is appointed by 
the Secretary of the Interior shall be an indi-
vidual who, by reason of knowledge, experi-
ence, or training, is especially qualified in 
private sector business development, eco-
nomic development, or national develop-
ment. 

(2) FUNDS.—With respect to the Advisory 
Group, the Secretary of the Interior may use 
available funds for— 

(A) the costs of the 2 members of the Advi-
sory Group designated by the United States 
in accordance with Article 7 of the 2023 U.S.- 
Palau Compact Review Agreement; 

(B) 50 percent of the costs of the 5th mem-
ber of the Advisory Group designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior in accordance with 
the Article described in subparagraph (A); 
and 

(C) the costs of— 
(i) technical and administrative assistance 

for the Advisory Group; and 
(ii) other support necessary for the Advi-

sory Group to accomplish the purpose of the 
Advisory Group. 

(3) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after the date on which the Advisory 
Group receives or completes any report re-
quired under the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact 
Review Agreement, or any related subsidiary 
agreement, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall submit the report to the appropriate 
committees of Congress. 

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the Government of 
the Republic of Palau completes any report 
required under the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact 
Review Agreement, or any related subsidiary 
agreement, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall submit the report to the appropriate 
committees of Congress. 

(2) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90 
days after the date on which the Government 
of the Republic of Palau submits a report re-
quired under the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact 
Review Agreement, or any related subsidiary 
agreement, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress— 

(A) if the report is submitted by the appli-
cable deadline, written notice attesting that 
the report is complete and accurate; or 

(B) if the report is not submitted by the 
applicable deadline, written notice that the 
report has not been timely submitted. 
SEC. 208. OVERSIGHT PROVISIONS. 

(a) AUTHORITIES AND DUTIES OF THE COMP-
TROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 
of the United States (including any duly au-
thorized representative of the Comptroller 
General of the United States) shall have the 
authorities necessary to carry out the re-
sponsibilities of the Comptroller General of 
the United States under— 

(A) the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact 
and related subsidiary agreements, including 
the authorities and privileges described in 
section 102(b) of the Compact of Free Asso-
ciation Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 
1921a(b)); 

(B) the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact 
and related subsidiary agreements, including 

the authorities and privileges described in 
section 103(k) of the Compact of Free Asso-
ciation Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 
1921b(k)); and 

(C) the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 
Agreement, related subsidiary agreements, 
and the authorities described in appendix D 
of the ‘‘Agreement between the Government 
of the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Palau Following 
the Compact of Free Association Section 432 
Review’’ signed by the United States and the 
Republic of Palau on September 3, 2010. 

(2) REPORTS.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and every 4 years thereafter, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall submit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port with respect to the Freely Associated 
States, including addressing— 

(A) the topics described in subparagraphs 
(A) through (E) of section 104(h)(1) of the 
Compact of Free Association Amendments 
Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921c(h)(1)), except that 
for purposes of a report submitted under this 
paragraph, the report shall address those 
topics with respect to each of the Freely As-
sociated States; and 

(B) the effectiveness of administrative 
oversight by the United States of the Freely 
Associated States. 

(b) SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR OVERSIGHT 
AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Interior 
shall have the authority necessary to fulfill 
the responsibilities for monitoring and man-
aging the funds appropriated to the Compact 
of Free Association account of the Depart-
ment of the Interior by section 211(a) to 
carry out— 

(1) the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 
(2) the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact; 
(3) the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 

Agreement; and 
(4) subsidiary agreements. 
(c) POSTMASTER GENERAL OVERSIGHT AU-

THORITY.—The Postmaster General shall 
have the authority necessary to fulfill the 
responsibilities for monitoring and man-
aging the funds appropriated to the United 
States Postal Service under paragraph (1) of 
section 211(b) and deposited in the Postal 
Service Fund under paragraph (2)(A) of that 
section to carry out— 

(1) section 221(a)(2) of the 2023 Amended 
U.S.-FSM Compact; 

(2) section 221(a)(2) of the 2023 Amended 
U.S.-RMI Compact; 

(3) section 221(a)(2) of the U.S.-Palau Com-
pact; and 

(4) Article 6(a) of the 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-
pact Review Agreement. 

(d) INTERAGENCY GROUP ON FREELY ASSOCI-
ATED STATES.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 
of Defense, shall establish an Interagency 
Group on Freely Associated States (referred 
to in this subsection as the ‘‘Interagency 
Group’’). 

(2) PURPOSE.—The purposes of the Inter-
agency Group are— 

(A) to coordinate development and imple-
mentation of executive branch policies, pro-
grams, services, and other activities in or re-
lating to the Freely Associated States; and 

(B) to provide policy guidance, rec-
ommendations, and oversight to Federal 
agencies, departments, and instrumental-
ities with respect to the implementation of— 

(i) the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 
(ii) the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact; 

and 
(iii) the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 

Agreement. 
(3) MEMBERSHIP.—The Interagency Group 

shall consist of— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1219 March 5, 2024 
(A) the Secretary of State, who shall serve 

as co-chair of the Interagency Group; 
(B) the Secretary of the Interior, who shall 

serve as co-chair of the Interagency Group; 
(C) the Secretary of Defense; 
(D) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(E) the heads of relevant Federal agencies, 

departments, and instrumentalities carrying 
out obligations under— 

(i) sections 131 and 132 of the 2003 Amended 
U.S.-FSM Compact and subsections (a) and 
(b) of section 221 and section 261 of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 

(ii) sections 131 and 132 of the 2003 Amend-
ed U.S.-RMI Compact and subsections (a) and 
(b) of section 221 and section 261 of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-RMI Compact; 

(iii) sections 131 and 132 and subsections (a) 
and (b) of section 221 of the U.S.-Palau Com-
pact; 

(iv) Article 6 of the 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-
pact Review Agreement; 

(v) any applicable subsidiary agreement; 
and 

(vi) section 209; and 
(F) the head of any other Federal agency, 

department, or instrumentality that the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary of the 
Interior may designate. 

(4) DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE AND SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—The Secretary of 
State (or a senior official designee of the 
Secretary of State) and the Secretary of the 
Interior (or a senior official designee of the 
Secretary of the Interior) shall— 

(A) co-lead and preside at a meeting of the 
Interagency Group not less frequently than 
annually; 

(B) determine, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Defense, the agenda for meet-
ings of the Interagency Group; and 

(C) facilitate and coordinate the work of 
the Interagency Group. 

(5) DUTIES OF THE INTERAGENCY GROUP.— 
The Interagency Group shall— 

(A) provide advice on the establishment or 
implementation of policies relating to the 
Freely Associated States to the President, 
acting through the Office of Intergovern-
mental Affairs, in the form of a written re-
port not less frequently than annually; 

(B) obtain information and advice relating 
to the Freely Associated States from the 
Presidents, other elected officials, and mem-
bers of civil society of the Freely Associated 
States, including through the members of 
the Interagency Group (including senior offi-
cial designees of the members) meeting not 
less frequently than annually with any 
Presidents of the Freely Associated States 
who elect to participate; 

(C) at the request of the head of any Fed-
eral agency (or a senior official designee of 
the head of a Federal agency) who is a mem-
ber of the Interagency Group, promptly re-
view and provide advice on a policy or policy 
implementation action affecting 1 or more of 
the Freely Associated States proposed by the 
Federal agency, department, or instrumen-
tality; and 

(D) facilitate coordination of relevant poli-
cies, programs, initiatives, and activities in-
volving 1 or more of the Freely Associated 
States, including ensuring coherence and 
avoiding duplication between programs, ini-
tiatives, and activities conducted pursuant 
to a Compact with a Freely Associated State 
and non-Compact programs, initiatives, and 
activities. 

(6) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
each year thereafter in which a Compact of 
Free Association with a Freely Associated 
State is in effect, the President shall submit 
to the majority leader and minority leader of 
the Senate, the Speaker and minority leader 
of the House of Representatives, and the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report 

that describes the activities and rec-
ommendations of the Interagency Group dur-
ing the applicable year. 

(e) FEDERAL AGENCY COORDINATION.—The 
head of any Federal agency providing pro-
grams and services to the Federated States 
of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, or the Republic of Palau shall co-
ordinate with the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Secretary of State regarding the pro-
vision of the programs and services. 

(f) FOREIGN LOANS OR DEBT.—Congress re-
affirms that— 

(1) the foreign loans or debt of the Govern-
ment of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
the Government of the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands, or the Government of the Re-
public of Palau shall not constitute an obli-
gation of the United States; and 

(2) the full faith and credit of the United 
States Government shall not be pledged for 
the payment and performance of any foreign 
loan or debt referred to in paragraph (1) 
without specific further authorization. 

(g) COMPACT COMPILATION.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate committees 
of Congress that includes a compilation of 
the Compact of Free Association with the 
Federated State of Micronesia, the Compact 
of Free Association with the Republic of 
Palau, and the Compact of Free Association 
with Republic of the Marshall Islands. 

(h) PUBLICATION; REVISION BY OFFICE OF 
THE LAW REVISION COUNSEL.— 

(1) PUBLICATION.—In publishing this title in 
slip form and in the United States Statutes 
at Large pursuant to section 112 of title 1, 
United States Code, the Archivist of the 
United States shall include after the date of 
approval at the end an appendix setting forth 
the text of— 

(A) the 2023 Agreement to Amend the U.S.- 
FSM Compact; and 

(B) the 2023 Agreement to Amend the U.S.- 
RMI Compact. 

(2) REVISION BY OFFICE OF THE LAW REVISION 
COUNSEL.—The Office of the Law Revision 
Counsel is directed to revise— 

(A) the 2003 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact 
set forth in the note following section 1921 of 
title 48, United States Code, to reflect the 
amendments to the 2003 Amended U.S.-FSM 
Compact made by the 2023 Agreement to 
Amend the U.S.-FSM Compact; and 

(B) the 2003 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact 
set forth in the note following section 1921 of 
title 48, United States Code, to reflect the 
amendments to the 2003 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact made by the 2023 Agreement to 
Amend the U.S.-RMI Compact. 
SEC. 209. UNITED STATES POLICY REGARDING 

THE FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR VETERANS’ SERV-

ICES.— 
(1) DEFINITION OF FREELY ASSOCIATED 

STATES.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘Free-
ly Associated States’’ means— 

(A) the Federated States of Micronesia, 
during such time as it is a party to the Com-
pact of Free Association set forth in section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association Act 
of 1985 (Public Law 99–239; 48 U.S.C. 1901 
note); 

(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
during such time as it is a party to the Com-
pact of Free Association set forth in section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association Act 
of 1985 (Public Law 99–239; 48 U.S.C. 1901 
note); and 

(C) the Republic of Palau, during such time 
as it is a party to the Compact of Free Asso-
ciation between the United States and the 
Government of Palau set forth in section 201 
of Joint Resolution entitled ‘‘Joint Resolu-
tion to approve the ‘Compact of Free Asso-
ciation’ between the United States and the 

Government of Palau, and for other pur-
poses’’ (Public Law 99–658; 48 U.S.C. 1931 
note). 

(2) HOSPITAL CARE, MEDICAL SERVICES, AND 
NURSING HOME CARE ABROAD.—Section 1724 of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
sections (b), (c), and (f)’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f)(1)(A) The Secretary may furnish hos-

pital care and medical services in the Freely 
Associated States, subject to agreements the 
Secretary shall enter into with the govern-
ments of the Freely Associated States as de-
scribed in section 209(a)(4)(A) of the Compact 
of Free Association Amendments Act of 2024, 
and subject to subparagraph (B), to a veteran 
who is otherwise eligible to receive hospital 
care and medical services. 

‘‘(B) The agreements described in subpara-
graph (A) shall incorporate, to the extent 
practicable, the applicable laws of the Freely 
Associated States and define the care and 
services that can be legally provided by the 
Secretary in the Freely Associated States. 

‘‘(2) In furnishing hospital care and med-
ical services under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary may furnish hospital care and medical 
services through— 

‘‘(A) contracts or other agreements; 
‘‘(B) reimbursement; or 
‘‘(C) the direct provision of care by health 

care personnel of the Department. 
‘‘(3) In furnishing hospital care and med-

ical services under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary may furnish hospital care and medical 
services for any condition regardless of 
whether the condition is connected to the 
service of the veteran in the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(4)(A) A veteran who has received hospital 
care or medical services in a country pursu-
ant to this subsection shall remain eligible, 
to the extent determined advisable and prac-
ticable by the Secretary, for hospital care or 
medical services in that country regardless 
of whether the country continues to qualify 
as a Freely Associated State for purposes of 
this subsection. 

‘‘(B) If the Secretary determines it is no 
longer advisable or practicable to allow vet-
erans described in subparagraph (A) to re-
main eligible for hospital care or medical 
services pursuant to such subparagraph, the 
Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) provide direct notice of that deter-
mination to such veterans; and 

‘‘(ii) publish that determination and the 
reasons for that determination in the Fed-
eral Register. 

‘‘(5) In this subsection, the term ‘Freely 
Associated States’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Federated States of Micronesia, 
during such time as it is a party to the Com-
pact of Free Association set forth in section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association Act 
of 1985 (Public Law 99–239; 48 U.S.C. 1901 
note); 

‘‘(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
during such time as it is a party to the Com-
pact of Free Association set forth in section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association Act 
of 1985 (Public Law 99–239; 48 U.S.C. 1901 
note); and 

‘‘(C) the Republic of Palau, during such 
time as it is a party to the Compact of Free 
Association between the United States and 
the Government of Palau set forth in section 
201 of Joint Resolution entitled ‘Joint Reso-
lution to approve the ‘‘Compact of Free As-
sociation’’ between the United States and 
the Government of Palau, and for other pur-
poses’ (Public Law 99–658; 48 U.S.C. 1931 
note).’’. 

(3) BENEFICIARY TRAVEL.—Section 111 of 
title 38, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘(h)(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of law, the Secretary may make pay-
ments to or for any person traveling in, to, 
or from the Freely Associated States for re-
ceipt of care or services authorized to be le-
gally provided by the Secretary in the Freely 
Associated States under section 1724(f)(1) of 
this title. 

‘‘(2) A person who has received payment for 
travel in a country pursuant to this sub-
section shall remain eligible for payment for 
such travel in that country regardless of 
whether the country continues to qualify as 
a Freely Associated State for purposes of 
this subsection. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall prescribe regula-
tions to carry out this subsection. 

‘‘(4) In this subsection, the term ‘Freely 
Associated States’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Federated States of Micronesia, 
during such time as it is a party to the Com-
pact of Free Association set forth in section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association Act 
of 1985 (Public Law 99–239; 48 U.S.C. 1901 
note); 

‘‘(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
during such time as it is a party to the Com-
pact of Free Association set forth in section 
201 of the Compact of Free Association Act 
of 1985 (Public Law 99–239; 48 U.S.C. 1901 
note); and 

‘‘(C) the Republic of Palau, during such 
time as it is a party to the Compact of Free 
Association between the United States and 
the Government of Palau set forth in section 
201 of Joint Resolution entitled ‘Joint Reso-
lution to approve the ‘‘Compact of Free As-
sociation’’ between the United States and 
the Government of Palau, and for other pur-
poses’ (Public Law 99–658; 48 U.S.C. 1931 
note).’’. 

(4) LEGAL ISSUES.— 
(A) AGREEMENTS TO FURNISH CARE AND 

SERVICES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Before delivering hospital 

care or medical services under subsection (f) 
of section 1724 of title 38, United States Code, 
as added by paragraph (2)(B), the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, shall enter into agree-
ments with the governments of the Freely 
Associated States to— 

(I) facilitate the furnishing of health serv-
ices, including telehealth, under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to veterans in the Freely Associated 
States, such as by addressing— 

(aa) licensure, certification, registration, 
and tort issues relating to health care per-
sonnel; 

(bb) the scope of health services the Sec-
retary may furnish, as well as the means for 
furnishing such services; and 

(cc) matters relating to delivery of phar-
maceutical products and medical surgical 
products, including delivery of such products 
through the Consolidated Mail Outpatient 
Pharmacy of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, to the Freely Associated States; 

(II) clarify the authority of the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to pay for tort claims as 
set forth under subparagraph (C); and 

(III) clarify authority and responsibility on 
any other matters determined relevant by 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs or the gov-
ernments of the Freely Associated States. 

(ii) SCOPE OF AGREEMENTS.—The agree-
ments described in clause (i) shall incor-
porate, to the extent practicable, the appli-
cable laws of the Freely Associated States 
and define the care and services that can be 
legally provided by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs in the Freely Associated 
States. 

(iii) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after entering into an agreement described 
in clause (i), the Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs shall submit the agreement to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress. 

(II) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this clause, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(aa) the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate; and 

(bb) the Committee on Natural Resources, 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House 
of Representatives. 

(B) LICENSURE OF HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SIONALS PROVIDING TREATMENT VIA TELEMEDI-
CINE IN THE FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES.—Sec-
tion 1730C(a) of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended by striking ‘‘any State’’ and in-
serting ‘‘any State or any of the Freely Asso-
ciated States (as defined in section 1724(f) of 
this title)’’. 

(C) PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.—The Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs may pay tort claims, in the 
manner authorized in the first paragraph of 
section 2672 of title 28, United States Code, 
when such claims arise in the Freely Associ-
ated States in connection with furnishing 
hospital care or medical services or pro-
viding medical consultation or medical ad-
vice to a veteran under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, including through a 
remote or telehealth program. 

(5) OUTREACH AND ASSESSMENT OF OP-
TIONS.—During the 1-year period beginning 
on the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, subject 
to the availability of appropriations— 

(A) conduct robust outreach to, and engage 
with, each government of the Freely Associ-
ated States; 

(B) assess options for the delivery of care 
through the use of authorities provided pur-
suant to the amendments made by this sub-
section; and 

(C) increase staffing as necessary to con-
duct outreach under subparagraph (A). 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS.— 

(1) ELIGIBILITY.—For fiscal year 2024 and 
each fiscal year thereafter, the Government 
of the United States shall— 

(A) continue to make available to the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of 
Palau, grants for services to individuals eli-
gible for such services under part B of the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
U.S.C. 1411 et seq.) to the extent that those 
services continue to be available to individ-
uals in the United States; 

(B) continue to make available to the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia and the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands and make available 
to the Republic of Palau, competitive grants 
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), the 
Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.), and 
part D of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1450 et seq.), to the 
extent that those grants continue to be 
available to State and local governments in 
the United States; 

(C) continue to make grants available to 
the Republic of Palau under part A of title I 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311 et seq.), the Adult 
Education and Family Literacy Act (29 
U.S.C. 3271 et seq.), and the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 
(20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.); 

(D) continue to make available to eligible 
institutions of higher education in the Re-
public of Palau and make available to eligi-
ble institutions of higher education in the 
Federated States of Micronesia and the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands and to stu-
dents enrolled in those institutions of higher 

education, and to students who are citizens 
of the Federated States of Micronesia, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Re-
public of Palau and enrolled in institutions 
of higher education in the United States and 
territories of the United States, grants 
under— 

(i) subpart 1 of part A of title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a 
et seq.); 

(ii) subpart 3 of part A of title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b 
et seq.); and 

(iii) part C of title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087–51 et seq.); 

(E) require, as a condition of eligibility for 
a public institution of higher education in 
any State (as defined in section 103 of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1003)) 
that is not a Freely Associated State to par-
ticipate in or receive funds under any pro-
gram under title IV of such Act (20 U.S.C. 
1070 et seq.), that the institution charge stu-
dents who are citizens of the Federated 
States of Micronesia, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, or the Republic of Palau 
tuition for attendance at a rate that is not 
greater than the rate charged for residents of 
the State in which such public institution of 
higher education is located; and 

(F) continue to make available, to eligible 
institutions of higher education, secondary 
schools, and nonprofit organizations in the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of 
Palau, competitive grants under the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.). 

(2) OTHER FORMULA GRANTS.—Except as 
provided in paragraph (1), the Secretary of 
Education shall not make a grant under any 
formula grant program administered by the 
Department of Education to the Federated 
States of Micronesia, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, or the Republic of Palau. 

(3) GRANTS TO THE FREELY ASSOCIATED 
STATES UNDER PART B OF THE INDIVIDUALS 
WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT.—Section 
611(b)(1) of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1411(b)(1)) is amend-
ed by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(A) FUNDS RESERVED.—From the amount 
appropriated for any fiscal year under sub-
section (i), the Secretary shall reserve not 
more than 1 percent, which shall be used as 
follows: 

‘‘(i) To provide assistance to the outlying 
areas in accordance with their respective 
populations of individuals aged 3 through 21. 

‘‘(ii)(I) To provide each freely associated 
State a grant so that no freely associated 
State receives a lesser share of the total 
funds reserved for the freely associated State 
than the freely associated State received of 
those funds for fiscal year 2023. 

‘‘(II) Each freely associated State shall es-
tablish its eligibility under this subpara-
graph consistent with the requirements for a 
State under section 612. 

‘‘(III) The funds provided to each freely as-
sociated State under this part may be used 
to provide, to each infant or toddler with a 
disability (as defined in section 632), either a 
free appropriate public education, consistent 
with section 612, or early intervention serv-
ices consistent with part C, notwithstanding 
the application and eligibility requirements 
of sections 634(2), 635, and 637.’’. 

(4) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO THE ELEMEN-
TARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT OF 1965.— 
The Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking subparagraph (A) of section 
1121(b)(1) (20 U.S.C. 6331(b)(1)) and inserting 
the following: 
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‘‘(A) first reserve $1,000,000 for the Republic 

of Palau, subject to such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary may establish, except 
that Public Law 95–134, permitting the con-
solidation of grants, shall not apply; and’’; 
and 

(B) in section 8101 (20 U.S.C. 7801), by 
amending paragraph (36) to read as follows: 

‘‘(36) OUTLYING AREA.—The term ‘outlying 
area’— 

‘‘(A) means American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Guam, and the United States Virgin Islands; 
and 

‘‘(B) for the purpose of any discretionary 
grant program under this Act, includes the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and the Repub-
lic of Palau, to the extent that any such 
grant program continues to be available to 
State and local governments in the United 
States.’’. 

(5) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT TO THE COMPACT 
OF FREE ASSOCIATION AMENDMENTS ACT OF 
2003.—Section 105(f)(1)(B) of the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48 
U.S.C. 1921d(f)(1)(B)) is amended by striking 
clause (ix). 

(6) HEAD START PROGRAMS.— 
(A) DEFINITIONS.—Section 637 of the Head 

Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9832) is amended, in the 
paragraph defining the term ‘‘State’’, by 
striking the second sentence and inserting 
‘‘The term ‘State’ includes the Federated 
States of Micronesia, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, and the Republic of 
Palau.’’. 

(B) ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS.—Section 
640(a)(2)(B) of the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 
9835(a)(2)(B)) is amended— 

(i) in clause (iv), by inserting ‘‘the Repub-
lic of Palau,’’ before ‘‘and the Virgin Is-
lands’’; and 

(ii) by amending clause (v) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(v) if a base grant has been established 
through appropriations for the Federated 
States of Micronesia or the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, to provide an amount for 
that jurisdiction (for Head Start agencies 
(including Early Head Start agencies) in the 
jurisdiction) that is equal to the amount pro-
vided for base grants for such jurisdiction 
under this subchapter for the prior fiscal 
year, by allotting to each agency described 
in this clause an amount equal to that agen-
cy’s base grant for the prior fiscal year; 
and’’. 

(7) COORDINATION REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
of the Interior, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Education and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, as applicable, 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable, 
coordinate with the 3 United States ap-
pointees to the Joint Economic Management 
Committee described in section 205(b)(1) and 
the 2 United States appointees to the Joint 
Economic Management and Financial Ac-
countability Committee described in section 
206(d)(1) to avoid duplication of economic as-
sistance for education provided under section 
261(a)(1) of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Com-
pact or section 261(a)(1) of the 2023 Amended 
U.S.-RMI Compact of activities or services 
provided under— 

(A) the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et 
seq.); 

(B) subpart 3 of part A of title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070b 
et seq.); or 

(C) part C of title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087–51 et seq.). 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE PROGRAMS.— 

(1) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MEDICAL FA-
CILITIES.—The Secretary of Defense shall 
make available, on a space available and re-
imbursable basis, the medical facilities of 

the Department of Defense for use by citi-
zens of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the 
Republic of Palau, who are properly referred 
to the facilities by government authorities 
responsible for provision of medical services 
in the Federated States of Micronesia, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Repub-
lic of Palau, and the affected jurisdictions 
(as defined in section 104(e)(2) of the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of 
2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921c(e)(2))). 

(2) PARTICIPATION BY SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN 
THE ARMED SERVICES VOCATIONAL APTITUDE 
BATTERY STUDENT TESTING PROGRAM.—It is 
the sense of Congress that the Department of 
Defense may extend the Armed Services Vo-
cational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Student 
Testing Program and the ASVAB Career Ex-
ploration Program to selected secondary 
schools in the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
and the Republic of Palau to the extent such 
programs are available to Department of De-
fense dependent secondary schools estab-
lished under section 2164 of title 10, United 
States Code, and located outside the United 
States. 

(d) JUDICIAL TRAINING.—In addition to 
amounts provided under section 261(a)(4) of 
the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact and the 
2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact and under 
subsections (a) and (b) of Article 1 of the 2023 
U.S.-Palau Compact Review Agreement, for 
each of fiscal years 2024 through 2043, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall use the 
amounts made available to the Secretary of 
the Interior under section 211(c) to train 
judges and officials of the judiciary in the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic 
of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of 
Palau, in cooperation with the Pacific Is-
lands Committee of the judicial council of 
the ninth judicial circuit of the United 
States. 

(e) ELIGIBILITY FOR THE REPUBLIC OF 
PALAU.— 

(1) NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORPS.—The 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall make the services of the National 
Health Service Corps available to the resi-
dents of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the 
Republic of Palau to the same extent, and 
for the same duration, as services are au-
thorized to be provided to persons residing in 
any other areas within or outside the United 
States. 

(2) ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES.— 
The Republic of Palau shall be eligible for 
the programs and services made available to 
the Federated States of Micronesia and the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands under sec-
tion 108(a) of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 
1921g(a)). 

(3) PROGRAMS AND SERVICES OF CERTAIN 
AGENCIES.—In addition to the programs and 
services set forth in the operative Federal 
Programs and Services Agreement between 
the United States and the Republic of Palau, 
the programs and services of the following 
agencies shall be made available to the Re-
public of Palau: 

(A) The Legal Services Corporation. 
(B) The Public Health Service. 
(C) The Rural Housing Service. 
(f) COMPACT IMPACT FAIRNESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 402 of the Per-

sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612) is 
amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(2), by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(N) EXCEPTION FOR CITIZENS OF FREELY AS-
SOCIATED STATES.—With respect to eligibility 
for benefits for any specified Federal pro-
gram, paragraph (1) shall not apply to any 

individual who lawfully resides in the United 
States in accordance with section 141 of the 
Compacts of Free Association between the 
Government of the United States and the 
Governments of the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands, and the Republic of Palau.’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b)(2)(G)— 
(i) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-

ing ‘‘MEDICAID EXCEPTION FOR’’ and inserting 
‘‘EXCEPTION FOR’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘the designated Federal 
program defined in paragraph (3)(C) (relating 
to the Medicaid program)’’ and inserting 
‘‘any designated Federal program’’. 

(2) EXCEPTION TO 5-YEAR WAIT REQUIRE-
MENT.—Section 403(b)(3) of the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613(b)(3)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘, but only with respect 
to the designated Federal program defined in 
section 402(b)(3)(C)’’. 

(3) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED ALIEN.—Sec-
tion 431(b)(8) of the Personal Responsibility 
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1641(b)(8)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘, but only with respect to the des-
ignated Federal program defined in section 
402(b)(3)(C) (relating to the Medicaid pro-
gram)’’. 

(g) CONSULTATION WITH INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in coordination with the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of State, 
shall consult with appropriate officials of the 
Asian Development Bank and relevant inter-
national financial institutions (as defined in 
section 1701(c) of the International Financial 
Institutions Act (22 U.S.C. 262r(c))), as appro-
priate, with respect to overall economic con-
ditions in, and the activities of other pro-
viders of assistance to, the Freely Associated 
States. 

(h) CHIEF OF MISSION.—Section 105(b) of the 
Compact of Free Association Amendments 
Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d(b)) is amended by 
striking paragraph (5) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(5) Pursuant to section 207 of the Foreign 
Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3927), all United 
States Government executive branch em-
ployees in the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
and the Republic of Palau fall under the au-
thority of the respective applicable chief of 
mission, except for employees identified as 
excepted from the authority under Federal 
law or by Presidential directive.’’. 

(i) ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIT FOR THE 
FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES IN THE BUREAU 
OF EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND INCREASING PER-
SONNEL FOCUSED ON OCEANIA.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE CONGRES-
SIONAL COMMITTEES.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’ means the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of State 
shall— 

(A) assign additional full-time equivalent 
personnel to the Office of Australia, New 
Zealand, and Pacific Island Affairs of the Bu-
reau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs of the 
Department of State, including to the unit 
established under subparagraph (B), as the 
Secretary of State determines to be appro-
priate, in accordance with paragraph (4)(A); 
and 

(B) establish a unit in the Bureau of East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs of the Department 
of State to carry out the functions described 
in paragraph (3). 

(3) FUNCTIONS OF UNIT.—The unit estab-
lished under paragraph (2)(B) shall be respon-
sible for the following: 
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(A) Managing the bilateral and regional re-

lations with the Freely Associated States. 
(B) Supporting the Secretary of State in 

leading negotiations relating to the Com-
pacts of Free Association with the Freely 
Associated States. 

(C) Coordinating, in consultation with the 
Department of the Interior, the Department 
of Defense, and other interagency partners 
as appropriate, implementation of the Com-
pacts of Free Association with the Freely 
Associated States. 

(4) FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT EMPLOYEES.— 
The Secretary of State shall— 

(A) not later than 5 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, assign to the Office of 
Australia, New Zealand, and Pacific Island 
Affairs of the Bureau of East Asian and Pa-
cific Affairs, including to the unit estab-
lished under paragraph (2)(B), not less than 4 
additional full-time equivalent staff, who 
shall not be dual-hatted, including by consid-
ering— 

(i) the use of existing flexible hiring au-
thorities, including Domestic Employees 
Teleworking Overseas (DETOs); and 

(ii) the realignment of existing personnel, 
including from the United States Mission in 
Australia, as appropriate; 

(B) reduce the number of vacant foreign 
service positions in the Pacific Island region 
by establishing an incentive program within 
the Foreign Service for overseas positions re-
lated to the Pacific Island region; and 

(C) report to the appropriate congressional 
committees on progress toward objectives 
outlined in this subsection beginning 1 year 
from the date of the enactment of this Act 
and annually thereafter for 5 years. 

(j) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Section 105 of 
the Compact of Free Association Amend-
ments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (j) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(j) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Technical assistance 

may be provided pursuant to section 224 of 
the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, sec-
tion 224 of the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Com-
pact, or section 222 of the U.S.-Palau Com-
pact (as those terms are defined in section 
203 of the Compact of Free Association 
Amendments Act of 2024) by Federal agencies 
and institutions of the Government of the 
United States to the extent the assistance 
shall be provided to States, territories, or 
units of local government. 

‘‘(2) HISTORIC PRESERVATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any technical assist-

ance authorized under paragraph (1) that is 
provided by the Forest Service, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, the United 
States Coast Guard, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, the Department of the 
Interior, or any other Federal agency pro-
viding assistance under division A of subtitle 
III of title 54, United States Code, may be 
provided on a nonreimbursable basis. 

‘‘(B) GRANTS.—During the period in which 
the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact (as so 
defined) and the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI 
Compact (as so defined) are in force, the 
grant programs under division A of subtitle 
III of title 54, United States Code, shall con-
tinue to apply to the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands in the same manner and to the same 
extent as those programs applied prior to the 
approval of the U.S.-FSM Compact and U.S.- 
RMI Compact. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—Any funds pro-
vided pursuant to this subsection, sub-
sections (c), (g), (h), (i), (k), (l), and (m), sec-
tion 102(a), and subsections (a), (b), (f), (g), 
(h), and (j) of section 103 shall be in addition 
to, and not charged against, any amounts to 

be paid to the Federated States of Micro-
nesia or the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
pursuant to— 

‘‘(A) the U.S.-FSM Compact; 
‘‘(B) the U.S.-RMI Compact; or 
‘‘(C) any related subsidiary agreement.’’. 
(k) CONTINUING TRUST TERRITORY AUTHOR-

IZATION.—The authorization provided by the 
Act of June 30, 1954 (68 Stat. 330, chapter 423), 
shall remain available after the effective 
date of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact 
and the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact 
with respect to the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands for transition purposes, including— 

(1) completion of projects and fulfillment 
of commitments or obligations; 

(2) termination of the Trust Territory Gov-
ernment and termination of the High Court; 

(3) health and education as a result of ex-
ceptional circumstances; 

(4) ex gratia contributions for the popu-
lations of Bikini, Enewetak, Rongelap, and 
Utrik; and 

(5) technical assistance and training in fi-
nancial management, program administra-
tion, and maintenance of infrastructure. 

(l) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT DEFINI-

TION.—Section 2(f) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 201(f)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘and the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands’’ and inserting ‘‘the Federated States 
of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, and the Republic of Palau’’. 

(2) COMPACT IMPACT AMENDMENTS.—Section 
104(e) of the Compact of Free Association 
Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921c(e)) 
is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘begin-

ning in fiscal year 2003’’ and inserting ‘‘dur-
ing the period of fiscal years 2003 through 
2023’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘after 
fiscal year 2003’’ and inserting ‘‘for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2004 through 2023’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (5); and 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (6) 

through (10) as paragraphs (5) through (9), re-
spectively. 
SEC. 210. ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES. 

(a) AGENCIES, DEPARTMENTS, AND INSTRU-
MENTALITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Appropriations to carry 
out the obligations, services, and programs 
described in paragraph (2) shall be made di-
rectly to the Federal agencies, departments, 
and instrumentalities carrying out the obli-
gations, services and programs. 

(2) OBLIGATIONS, SERVICES, AND PROGRAMS 
DESCRIBED.—The obligations, services, and 
programs referred to in paragraphs (1) and (3) 
are the obligations, services, and programs 
under— 

(A) sections 131 and 132, paragraphs (1) and 
(3) through (6) of section 221(a), and section 
221(b) of the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Com-
pact; 

(B) sections 131 and 132, paragraphs (1) and 
(3) through (6) of section 221(a), and section 
221(b) of the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Com-
pact; 

(C) sections 131 and 132 and paragraphs (1), 
(3), and (4) of section 221(a) of the U.S.-Palau 
Compact; 

(D) Article 6 of the 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-
pact Review Agreement; and 

(E) section 209. 
(3) AUTHORITY.—The heads of the Federal 

agencies, departments, and instrumental-
ities to which appropriations are made avail-
able under paragraph (1) as well as the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation shall— 

(A) have the authority to carry out any ac-
tivities that are necessary to fulfill the obli-
gations, services, and programs described in 
paragraph (2); and 

(B) use available funds to carry out the ac-
tivities under subparagraph (A). 

(b) ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE.—Any assist-
ance provided pursuant to section 105(j) of 
the Compact of Free Association Amend-
ments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d(j)) (as 
amended by section 209(j)) and sections 
205(a), 206(a), 207(b), and 209 shall be in addi-
tion to and not charged against any amounts 
to be paid to the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
and the Republic of Palau pursuant to— 

(1) the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 
(2) the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact; 
(3) the 2023 U.S.-Palau Compact Review 

Agreement; or 
(4) any related subsidiary agreement. 
(c) REMAINING BALANCES.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing section 109 of the Compact of Free Asso-
ciation Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 
1921h)— 

(1) remaining balances appropriated to 
carry out sections 211, 212(b), 215, and 217 of 
the 2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, shall 
be programmed pursuant to Article IX of the 
2023 U.S.-FSM Fiscal Procedures Agreement; 
and 

(2) remaining balances appropriated to 
carry out sections 211, 213(b), 216, and 218 of 
the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact, shall 
be programmed pursuant to Article XI of the 
2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Procedures Agreement. 

(d) GRANTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law— 

(1) contributions under the 2023 Amended 
U.S.-FSM Compact, the 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-
pact Review Agreement, and the 2023 Amend-
ed U.S.-RMI Compact may be provided as 
grants for purposes of implementation of the 
2023 Amended U.S.-FSM Compact, the 2023 
U.S.-Palau Compact Review Agreement, and 
the 2023 Amended U.S.-RMI Compact under 
the laws of the United States; and 

(2) funds appropriated pursuant to section 
211 may be deposited in interest-bearing ac-
counts and any interest earned may be re-
tained in and form part of those accounts for 
use consistent with the purpose of the de-
posit. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Except as spe-
cifically provided, nothing in this title or the 
amendments made by this title amends the 
following: 

(1) Title I of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Act of 1985 (48 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.). 

(2) Title I of Public Law 99–658 (48 U.S.C. 
1931 et seq.). 

(3) Title I of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921 
et seq.). 

(4) Section 1259C of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (48 
U.S.C. 1931 note; Public Law 115–91). 

(5) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2018 (Public Law 115–141; 132 Stat. 
635). 

(f) CLARIFICATION RELATING TO APPRO-
PRIATED FUNDS.—Notwithstanding section 
109 of the Compacts of Free Association 
Amendments Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921h)— 

(1) funds appropriated by that section and 
deposited into the RMI Compact Trust Fund 
shall be governed by the 2023 U.S.-RMI Trust 
Fund Agreement on entry into force of the 
2023 U.S.-RMI Trust Fund Agreement; 

(2) funds appropriated by that section and 
deposited into the FSM Compact Trust Fund 
shall be governed by the 2023 U.S.-FSM Trust 
Fund Agreement on entry into force of the 
2023 U.S.-FSM Trust Fund Agreement; 

(3) funds appropriated by that section and 
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter as grants to carry out the 
purposes of section 211(b) of the 2003 U.S.- 
RMI Amended Compact shall be subject to 
the provisions of the 2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00128 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1223 March 5, 2024 
Procedures Agreement on entry into force of 
the 2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Procedures Agree-
ment; 

(4) funds appropriated by that section and 
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter as grants to carry out the 
purposes of section 221 of the 2003 U.S.-RMI 
Amended Compact shall be subject to the 
provisions of the 2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Proce-
dures Agreement on entry into force of the 
2023 U.S.-RMI Fiscal Procedures Agreement, 
except as modified in the Federal Programs 
and Services Agreement in force between the 
United States and the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands; and 

(5) funds appropriated by that section and 
made available for fiscal year 2024 or any fis-
cal year thereafter as grants to carry out the 
purposes of section 221 of the 2003 U.S.-FSM 
Amended Compact shall be subject to the 
provisions of the 2023 U.S.-FSM Fiscal Proce-
dures Agreement on entry into force of the 
2023 U.S.-FSM Fiscal Procedures Agreement, 
except as modified in the 2023 U.S.-FSM Fed-
eral Programs and Services Agreement. 
SEC. 211. COMPACT APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) FUNDING FOR ACTIVITIES OF THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—For the period of 
fiscal years 2024 through 2043, there are ap-
propriated to the Compact of Free Associa-
tion account of the Department of the Inte-
rior, out of any funds in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to remain available 
until expended, the amounts described in and 
to carry out the purposes of— 

(1) sections 261, 265, and 266 of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-FSM Compact; 

(2) sections 261, 265, and 266 of the 2023 
Amended U.S.-RMI Compact; and 

(3) Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the 2023 U.S.-Palau 
Compact Review Agreement. 

(b) FUNDING FOR ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES POSTAL SERVICE.— 

(1) APPROPRIATION.—There is appropriated 
to the United States Postal Service, out of 
any funds in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2043, $31,700,000, to remain available 
until expended, to carry out the costs of the 
following provisions that are not otherwise 
funded: 

(A) Section 221(a)(2) of the 2023 Amended 
U.S.-FSM Compact. 

(B) Section 221(a)(2) of the 2023 Amended 
U.S.-RMI Compact. 

(C) Section 221(a)(2) of the U.S.-Palau Com-
pact. 

(D) Article 6(a) of the 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-
pact Review Agreement. 

(2) DEPOSIT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The amounts appro-

priated to the United States Postal Service 
under paragraph (1) shall be deposited into 
the Postal Service Fund established under 
section 2003 of title 39, United States Code, 
to carry out the provisions described in that 
paragraph. 

(B) REQUIREMENT.—Any amounts deposited 
into the Postal Service Fund under subpara-
graph (A) shall be the fiduciary, fiscal, and 
audit responsibility of the Postal Service. 

(c) FUNDING FOR JUDICIAL TRAINING.—There 
is appropriated to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to carry out section 209(d) out of any 
funds in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, $550,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2043, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

(d) TREATMENT OF PREVIOUSLY APPRO-
PRIATED AMOUNTS.—The total amounts made 
available to the Government of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
under subsection (a) shall be reduced by 
amounts made available to the Government 
of the Federated States of Micronesia and 
the Government of the Republic of the Mar-

shall Islands, as applicable, under section 
2101(a) of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2024 and Other Extensions Act (Public Law 
118–15; 137 Stat. 81) (as amended by section 
101 of division B of the Further Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 
2024 (Public Law 118–22; 137 Stat. 114) and sec-
tion 201 of the Further Additional Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Other Extensions 
Act, 2024 (Public Law 118–35; 138 Stat. 7)). 

TITLE III—EXTENSIONS AND OTHER 
MATTERS 

SEC. 301. EXTENSION OF UNDETECTABLE FIRE-
ARMS ACT OF 1988. 

Section 2(f)(2) of the Undetectable Fire-
arms Act of 1988 (18 U.S.C. 922 note; Public 
Law 100–649) is amended by striking ‘‘35 
years after the effective date of this Act’’ 
and inserting ‘‘on March 8, 2031’’. 
SEC. 302. UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 

EXTENSION. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘United States Parole Commis-
sion Additional Extension Act of 2024’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT OF SENTENCING REFORM 
ACT OF 1984.—For purposes of section 235(b) 
of the Sentencing Reform Act of 1984 (18 
U.S.C. 3551 note; Public Law 98–473; 98 Stat. 
2032), as such section relates to chapter 311 of 
title 18, United States Code, and the United 
States Parole Commission, each reference in 
such section to ‘‘36 years and 129 days’’ or 
‘‘36-year and 129-day period’’ shall be deemed 
a reference to ‘‘36 years and 335 days’’ or ‘‘36- 
year and 335-day period’’, respectively. 
SEC. 303. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN DIRECT 

SPENDING REDUCTIONS. 
Section 251A(6)(D) of the Balanced Budget 

and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 
U.S.C. 901a(6)(D)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘7’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘8’’; and 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘5’’ and in-
serting ‘‘4’’. 

TITLE IV—BUDGETARY EFFECTS 
SEC. 401. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this division shall not be 
entered on either PAYGO scorecard main-
tained pursuant to section 4(d) of the Statu-
tory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010. 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this division shall not be 
entered on any PAYGO scorecard maintained 
for purposes of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 
(115th Congress). 

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.—Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budg-
et Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the 
joint explanatory statement of the com-
mittee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105–217 and section 250(c)(8) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, the budgetary effects of 
this division shall not be estimated— 

(1) for purposes of section 251 of such Act; 
(2) for purposes of an allocation to the 

Committee on Appropriations pursuant to 
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974; and 

(3) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of sec-
tion 3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act 
of 2010 as being included in an appropriation 
Act. 

f 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT SUBMITTED 
BY MRS. MURRAY, CHAIR OF THE SEN-
ATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 
REGARDING H.R. 4366, CONSOLIDATED 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

The following is an explanation of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2024. 

This Act includes 6 regular appropriations 
bills for fiscal year 2024. The divisions con-
tained in the Act are as follows: 

∑ Division A—Military Construction, Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2024 

∑ Division B—Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024 

∑ Division C—Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2024 

∑ Division D—Energy and Water Develop-
ment and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2024 

∑ Division E—Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2024 

∑ Division F—Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2024 

∑ Division G—Other Matters 
Section 1 of the Act is the short title of the 

bill. 
Section 2 of the Act displays a table of con-

tents. 
Section 3 of the Act states that, unless ex-

pressly provided otherwise, any reference to 
‘‘this Act’’ contained in any division shall be 
treated as referring only to the provisions of 
that division. 

Section 4 of the Act states that this ex-
planatory statement shall have the same ef-
fect with respect to the allocation of funds 
and implementation of this legislation as if 
it were a joint explanatory statement of a 
committee of conference. 

Section 5 of the Act provides a statement 
of appropriations. 

Section 6 of the Act states that each 
amount designated by Congress as being for 
an emergency requirement is contingent on 
the President so designating all such emer-
gency amounts and transmitting such des-
ignations to Congress. 
DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, 

VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The joint explanatory statement accom-

panying this division is approved and indi-
cates congressional intent. Unless otherwise 
noted, the language set forth in House Re-
port 118–122 and Senate Report 118–43 carries 
the same weight as language included in this 
joint explanatory statement and should be 
complied with unless specifically addressed 
to the contrary in this joint explanatory 
statement. While some language is repeated 
for emphasis, it is not intended to negate the 
language referred to above unless expressly 
provided herein. 

In cases where House Report 118–122, Sen-
ate Report 118–43 or this explanatory state-
ment directs the submission of a report, that 
report is to be submitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate. Where this explana-
tory statement refers to the Committees or 
the Committees on Appropriations, unless 
otherwise noted, this reference is to the 
House of Representatives Subcommittee on 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and 
Related Agencies and the Senate Sub-
committee on Military Construction, Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies. 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION OVERVIEW 
Reprogramming Guidelines.—The following 

reprogramming guidelines apply for all mili-
tary construction and family housing 
projects. A project or account (including the 
sub-elements of an account) which has been 
specifically reduced by the Congress in act-
ing on the budget request is considered to be 
a congressional interest item and as such, 
prior approval is required. Accordingly, no 
reprogrammings to an item specifically re-
duced below the threshold by the Congress 
are permitted. 
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The reprogramming criteria that apply to 

military construction projects, as well as 
new housing construction projects and im-
provements, is $6,000,000 or 25 percent of the 
funded amount, whichever is less. To provide 
the Services the flexibility to proceed with 
construction contracts without disruption or 
delay, the costs associated with environ-
mental hazard remediation such as asbestos 
removal, radon abatement, lead-based paint 
removal or abatement, and any other legis-
lated environmental hazard remediation 
may be excluded, provided that such remedi-
ation requirements could not be reasonably 
anticipated at the time of the budget sub-
mission. This exclusion applies to projects 
authorized in this budget year, as well as 
projects authorized in prior years for which 
construction has not been completed. 

Furthermore, in instances where prior ap-
proval of a reprogramming request for a 
project or account has been received from 
the Committees, the adjusted amount ap-
proved becomes the new base for any future 
increase or decrease via below-threshold 
reprogrammings (provided that the project 
or account is not a congressional interest 
item as defined above). 

In addition to these guidelines, the Serv-
ices are directed to adhere to the guidance 
for military construction reprogramming ac-
tions and notifications, including the perti-
nent statutory authorities contained in De-
partment of Defense (DOD) Financial Man-
agement Regulation 7000.14–R and relevant 
updates and policy memoranda. 

Facilities Sustainment, Restoration and Mod-
ernization (FSRM).—The Department of De-
fense is directed to continue describing on 
form 1390 the backlog of FSRM requirements 
at installations with future construction 
projects. For troop housing requests, form 
1391 should describe any FSRM conducted in 
the past two years. Likewise, future require-
ments for unaccompanied housing at the cor-
responding installation should be included. 
Additionally, the forms should include 
English equivalent measurements for 
projects presented in metric measurement. 
Rules for funding repairs of facilities under 
the Operation and Maintenance accounts are 
described below: 

(1) components of the facility may be re-
paired by replacement. Such replacement 
can be up to current standards or codes; 

(2) interior arrangements and restorations 
may be included as repair; 

(3) additions and new facilities may be 
done concurrently with repair projects, as 
long as the final conjunctively funded 
project is a complete and usable facility; and 

(4) the appropriate Service Secretary shall 
notify the appropriate committees prior to 
carrying out any repair project with an esti-
mated cost in excess of $7,500,000. 
This language replaces the language under 
the heading ‘‘FSRM’’ in House Report 118–122 
and the language under the heading ‘‘Real 
Property Maintenance’’ in Senate Report 
118–43. 

Military Construction Funding.—The agree-
ment includes $18,675,000,000, which is 

$2,000,056,000 above the budget request, in a 
continued effort to support current and fu-
ture force readiness through critical infra-
structure investments. This funds unfunded 
requirements and addresses other priorities 
that have been historically neglected in 
budget requests, such as resiliency and qual-
ity of life projects. While Congress continues 
to provide funding above the budget request 
for military construction, the Committees 
again encourage the Department to ade-
quately resource these accounts. 

Strategic Construction in the Indo-Pacific Re-
gion.—Since fiscal year 2020 the Committees 
have provided more than $128,000,000 above 
the budget request to assist Indo-Pacific 
Command (INDOPACOM) in developing and 
executing military construction projects 
that enhance U.S. posture and partnerships 
in the region. The Committees are encour-
aged by the Department’s proposed 
INDOPACOM construction investments and 
continue to fund additive efforts to effec-
tively and efficiently address infrastructure 
requirements. The agreement provides 
$69,000,000 in planning and design and 
$62,000,000 in unspecified minor construction 
as identified on INDOPACOM’s unfunded pri-
orities list. Lastly, the Committees note 
that the additional unspecified minor con-
struction funds provided are not limited to 
the Exercise Related Construction program 
but are available for any unspecified minor 
construction undertaken by INDOPACOM. 

Military Installation Resilience.—Since fiscal 
year 2020 the Committees have provided 
dedicated planning and design and unspec-
ified minor construction funding to support 
installation resilience. The primary intent of 
this funding has been to develop and carry 
out projects that mitigate climate change 
risks to military installations. The Commit-
tees believe that such investments are crit-
ical to installation readiness and therefore 
provide $30,000,000 for planning and design 
and unspecified minor construction in sec-
tion 128 to continue to develop projects, con-
duct studies and analyses, and update Uni-
fied Facility Criteria that will directly en-
hance military installation resilience. 

Child Development Centers (CDCs).—The 
Committees continue to recognize the im-
portance of access to childcare in improving 
both readiness and quality of life for service 
members and their families. The agreement 
includes $336,320,000 for CDCs, which provides 
$276,820,000 for construction of six new CDCs 
and $59,500,000 in planning and design fund-
ing to help develop future construction 
projects. The Committees encourage the 
Services to continue to focus on improving 
and replacing aging facilities, especially at 
underserved installations. 

Laboratory Infrastructure.—The Committees 
are concerned that aging laboratory infra-
structure threatens the ability of Services to 
maintain the advanced technology necessary 
to keep ahead of U.S. adversaries across all 
domains. Accordingly, the agreement in-
cludes an additional $30,000,000 in section 129 
for planning and design and unspecified 
minor construction for laboratory infra-
structure projects. 

Condition of DOD Barracks.—The Commit-
tees recognize ensuring the quality of DOD 
unaccompanied housing as a priority and 
provide resources throughout this bill for the 
planning and design and construction of bar-
racks totaling $662,375,000. In addition, the 
Committees are concerned about the find-
ings identified in the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) report entitled, ‘‘Mili-
tary Barracks: Poor Living Conditions Un-
dermine Quality of Life and Readiness’’ 
(GAO–23–105797), and urge DOD to expedi-
tiously address the recommendations. The 
Committees believe that changes to DOD 
policies and practices, such as establishing 
consistent habitability standards, and con-
sistently identifying and addressing health 
and safety issues across the Services are nec-
essary to ensure quality unaccompanied 
housing for servicemembers. As such, the 
agreement directs a report from each of the 
Services on how they are addressing GAO’s 
recommendations, including a timeline for 
implementation, and how they are making 
systemic changes to the quality of barracks 
not later than 90 days after enactment of 
this Act. 

Demolition of Excess Infrastructure.—The 
agreement includes $45,000,000 for unspecified 
minor military construction for demolition 
to address excess and obsolete infrastructure 
found on installations. While the Commit-
tees understand the need to balance demoli-
tion with other infrastructure needs, excess 
infrastructure can be costly to maintain and 
diverts resources away from current require-
ments. 

Incremental Funding.—The Committees rec-
ognize that providing full funding for mili-
tary construction projects if they are execut-
able is ideal. However, it continues to be the 
practice of the Committees to provide incre-
mental funding for certain large projects to 
enable the Services to more efficiently allo-
cate military construction dollars among 
projects that can be executed in the year of 
appropriation. Therefore, the agreement in-
cludes eleven projects that have been incre-
mentally funded. 

Military Construction Funding Initiatives.— 
The agreement includes funding to address 
important unfunded priorities and cost to 
completes included in DOD’s unfunded pri-
ority lists provided to Congress. This in-
cludes an additional $8,214,000 for the Army, 
$182,150,000 for the Navy and Marine Corps, 
$166,300,000 for the Air Force, $62,400,000 for 
Defense-Wide, $66,815,000 for the Army Na-
tional Guard, $5,200,000 for the Air National 
Guard, and $23,000,000 for the Army Reserve. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

The agreement provides $2,022,775,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Army’’, which is 
$552,220,000 above the budget request. Within 
this amount, the agreement includes 
$398,145,000 for study, planning, design, archi-
tecture, and engineering services, and host 
nation support. Within the total for Military 
Construction, Army, $522,220,000 is for the 
following projects in the following amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

AL Anniston Army Depot .......................................................................................................................... Access Control Point: Planning and Design ...................................................................................... $5,500,000 
AL Anniston Army Depot .......................................................................................................................... Component Rebuild Shop: Planning and Design ............................................................................... 8,100,000 
AL Anniston Army Depot .......................................................................................................................... Vehicle Paint Shop: Planning and Design ......................................................................................... 2,900,000 
AL Fort Novosel (Fort Rucker) .................................................................................................................. Adv Individual Training Barracks Complex: Cost to Complete ......................................................... 41,200,000 
AL Fort Novosel (Fort Rucker) .................................................................................................................. Aircraft Parts Storage Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction ....................................................... 4,950,000 
AL Fort Novosel (Fort Rucker) .................................................................................................................. Army Radar Approach Control Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction .......................................... 7,000,000 
AL Fort Novosel (Fort Rucker) .................................................................................................................. Hazardous Material Storage Building: Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................ 3,850,000 
AL Fort Novosel (Fort Rucker) .................................................................................................................. Ready Building—MEDEVAC: Unspecified Minor Construction ........................................................... 6,100,000 
AL Fort Novosel (Fort Rucker) .................................................................................................................. Vehicle Maintenance Storage Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................ 5,100,000 
AL Redstone Arsenal ................................................................................................................................ Access Control Building: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................. 4,000,000 
AL Redstone Arsenal ................................................................................................................................ Airfield Fire and Rescue Station: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................... 5,600,000 
AL Redstone Arsenal ................................................................................................................................ Airport Runway Extension (Overruns): Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................ 5,500,000 
AL Redstone Arsenal ................................................................................................................................ Natural Gas Expansion and Meter Station: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................... 4,800,000 
AL Redstone Arsenal ................................................................................................................................ Test Area 7 Relocation: Unspecified Minor Construction .................................................................. 5,400,000 
AK Fort Wainwright .................................................................................................................................. Soldier Performance Readiness Center: Planning and Design .......................................................... 7,900,000 
GA Fort Moore (Fort Benning) .................................................................................................................. Camp Merrill AST Barracks: Planning and Design ............................................................................ 1,320,000 
GA Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield ...................................................................................................... Combat Aviation Brigade GSAB Hangar: Planning and Design ........................................................ 6,400,000 
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State Location Project Amount 

GA Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield ...................................................................................................... Military Intelligence Battalion Hangar: Planning and Design ........................................................... 2,220,000 
HI Fort Shafter ......................................................................................................................................... Clearwell and Booster Pump .............................................................................................................. 23,000,000 
HI Helemano Military Reservation ........................................................................................................... Well and Storage Tanks ..................................................................................................................... 33,000,000 
HI Schofield Barracks .............................................................................................................................. Elevated Tank and Distribution Line .................................................................................................. 16,000,000 
HI Schofield Barracks .............................................................................................................................. Water Storage Tank ............................................................................................................................ 21,000,000 
HI Wheeler Army Airfield ......................................................................................................................... Air Traffic Control Tower: Planning and Design ................................................................................ 5,400,000 
KS Fort Riley ............................................................................................................................................. Air Traffic Control Tower: Planning and Design ................................................................................ 1,600,000 
KS Fort Riley ............................................................................................................................................. Automated Infantry Platoon Battle Course: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................... 8,700,000 
KS Fort Riley ............................................................................................................................................. Bob Dole Intermodal Railyard Improvements: Planning and Design ................................................ 1,110,000 
LA Fort Johnson (Fort Polk) ...................................................................................................................... Multipurpose Athletic Field ................................................................................................................. 13,400,000 
MI Detroit Arsenal .................................................................................................................................... Manned/Unmanned Tactical Vehicle Lab: Planning and Design ....................................................... 2,400,000 
NM White Sands Missile Range ................................................................................................................ El Paso Gate Access Control Point: Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................... 3,600,000 
NM White Sands Missile Range ................................................................................................................ Guided Missile Building Expansion: Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................... 5,600,000 
NM White Sands Missile Range ................................................................................................................ High Energy Laser Systems Test Facility Fire Station: Unspecified Minor Construction .................. 4,450,000 
NM White Sands Missile Range ................................................................................................................ J–DETC Directed Energy Facility: Planning and Design .................................................................... 3,060,000 
NM White Sands Missile Range ................................................................................................................ Main Post Fire Station: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................... 8,200,000 
NC Fort Liberty (Fort Bragg) ..................................................................................................................... Aircraft Maintenance Hangar ............................................................................................................. 61,000,000 
NC Fort Liberty (Fort Bragg) ..................................................................................................................... Child Development Center .................................................................................................................. 36,000,000 
PA Letterkenny Army Depot ...................................................................................................................... Component Rebuild Shop, Depot Level: Unspecified Minor Construction ......................................... 2,500,000 
SC Fort Jackson ........................................................................................................................................ Reception Barracks Complex, Ph2: Cost to Complete ....................................................................... 101,000,000 
TX Fort Bliss ............................................................................................................................................ Collective Training Barracks: Planning and Design .......................................................................... 7,200,000 
TX Fort Cavazos (Fort Hood) .................................................................................................................... Barracks: Planning and Design ......................................................................................................... 19,800,000 
WA Joint Base Lewis-McChord .................................................................................................................. Barracks: Planning and Design ......................................................................................................... 7,900,000 
WA Joint Base Lewis-McChord .................................................................................................................. Vehicle Maintenance Shop: Planning and Design ............................................................................. 7,500,000 
WA Yakima Training Center ...................................................................................................................... Automated Infantry Platoon Battle Course: Planning and Design .................................................... 960,000 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS 

The agreement provides $5,531,369,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy and Marine 

Corps’’, which is $490,818,000 below the budget 
request. Within this amount, the agreement 
includes $711,505,000 for study, planning, de-
sign, architecture, and engineering services. 

Within the total for Military Construction, 
Navy and Marine Corps, $335,563,000 is for the 
following projects in the following amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

AZ Marine Corps Air Station Yuma ......................................................................................................... Water Treatment Plant: Planning and Design ................................................................................... $8,900,000 
CA Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton ................................................................................................. Fire/Emergency Response Station (53 Area) Replacement: Planning and Design ........................... 2,683,000 
CA Naval Base Coronado ......................................................................................................................... Child Development Center: Planning and Design .............................................................................. 6,200,000 
CA Naval Base San Diego. ....................................................................................................................... Child Development Center: Planning and Design .............................................................................. 5,600,000 
FL Naval Air Station Whiting Field .......................................................................................................... Advanced Helicopter Training System Hangar ................................................................................... 50,000,000 
HI Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam ........................................................................................................ Dry Dock 3 Replacement .................................................................................................................... 90,000,000 
HI Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam ........................................................................................................ Waterfront Production Facility: Planning and Design ........................................................................ 49,080,000 
HI Marine Corps Base Hawaii ................................................................................................................. Water Reclamation Facility Compliance Upgrade .............................................................................. 109,000,000 
MD Naval Support Activity Bethesda ........................................................................................................ Construct Joint Navy/DHA Fire Station: Planning and Design ........................................................... 3,000,000 
WA Naval Air Station Whidbey Island ...................................................................................................... E A–18G Aircraft Regional Service Facility: Planning and Design ................................................... 11,100,000 

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Infrastruc-
ture Investments.—Reflecting concerns noted 
in House Report 118–122, the agreement di-
rects the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for 
Energy, Installations, and Environment, in 
consultation with the Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force for Energy, Installations, and 
Environment to submit the report requested 
in House Report 118–122. 

Shipyard Infrastructure Optimization Plan 
(SIOP).—The Committees continue to recog-
nize the importance of SIOP and the need to 
adequately resource investments in dry 
docks and shore infrastructure as well as the 
development of future projects. Therefore, in 
addition to fully funding the budget request 
of $2,285,000,000, the agreement further pro-
vides $164,080,000 above the request to ad-
vance design efforts and address additional 
construction costs. 

The agreement reaffirms the Committees’ 
belief that the management and oversight of 
SIOP is key to the program’s success. As 
such, in lieu of the direction in House Report 
118–122, the agreement directs the Comp-
troller General to submit a report or reports, 
as necessary, on options for improving the 
management and oversight of SIOP. The 
Comptroller General should assess, at a min-
imum, the following: (1) the Navy’s acquisi-
tion strategy for procuring services and 
managing projects for SIOP across the ship-
yards; (2) the Navy’s support to the public 
shipyards and local shipyard construction 
agents; and (3) how the Navy’s policies and 
procedures for large facility improvements 
greater than $500,000,000 compare to those of 
other Federal agencies. The agreement fur-
ther directs the Comptroller General to brief 

the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress on its preliminary find-
ings not later than 180 days after enactment 
of this Act, and to provide a full report on 
the findings of each review to the Commit-
tees at a date agreed upon at the preliminary 
briefing. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

The agreement provides $2,741,424,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force’’, which is 
$136,110,000 above the budget request. Within 
this amount, the agreement includes 
$567,874,000 for study, planning, design, archi-
tecture, and engineering services. Within the 
total for Military Construction, Air Force, 
$193,610,000 is for the following projects in 
the following amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

AL Maxwell Air Force Base ...................................................................................................................... Construct Addition, Air Command and Staff College (Bldg 1402): Unspecified Minor Construction $5,100,000 
AL Maxwell Air Force Base ...................................................................................................................... Replace (Construct) Gunter Fitness Center: Unspecified Minor Construction .................................. 8,800,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Coal Thaw Shed Addition: Planning and Design ............................................................................... 1,500,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Consolidated Munitions Complex: Planning and Design ................................................................... 15,100,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Cryogenics Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction ......................................................................... 6,900,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Fire Station: Planning and Design ..................................................................................................... 1,700,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Joint Mobility Center Expansion: Planning and Design ..................................................................... 3,000,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Joint Pacific Alaska Range Complex Ops Facility: Planning and Design ......................................... 13,500,000 
AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Permanent Party Dorm: Planning and Design ................................................................................... 9,500,000 
AK Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson ...................................................................................................... Combat Alert Cell: Planning and Design ........................................................................................... 18,100,000 
AK Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson ...................................................................................................... Precision Guided Munitions Complex: Planning and Design ............................................................. 6,100,000 
AK Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson ...................................................................................................... Sand Storage Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction ..................................................................... 8,800,000 
AZ Luke Air Force Base ............................................................................................................................ Child Development Center: Planning and Design .............................................................................. 2,700,000 
AZ Luke Air Force Base ............................................................................................................................ Gila Bend Consolidated Facility: Planning and Design ..................................................................... 2,200,000 
FL Eglin Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................... LRSO Hardware Software Development & Test Facility ..................................................................... 14,600,000 
LA Barksdale Air Force Base ................................................................................................................... WGF Dormitory: Planning and Design ................................................................................................ 6,700,000 
MS Columbus Air Force Base ................................................................................................................... T–7A Egress Shop: Unspecified Minor Construction .......................................................................... 4,600,000 
MS Columbus Air Force Base ................................................................................................................... T–7A Hush House Pad: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................... 4,850,000 
MS Keesler Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ Air Traffic Control Tower: Planning and Design ................................................................................ 1,960,000 
NE Offutt Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... 55 CES Maintenance/Warehouse: Planning and Design .................................................................... 3,500,000 
NE Offutt Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... Base Operations/Mobility Center: Planning and Design .................................................................... 3,000,000 
NE Offutt Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... Logistics Readiness Squadron Transportation Facility: Planning and Design .................................. 2,700,000 
NE Offutt Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... Replace Vehicle Search Area, STRATCOM Gate, B511: Unspecified Minor Construction... ............... 7,000,000 
NV Nellis Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... Dormitory: Planning and Design ........................................................................................................ 7,500,000 
NM Cannon Air Force Base ....................................................................................................................... Satellite Fire Station: Planning and Design ...................................................................................... 2,000,000 
OH Wright-Patterson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................ Acquisition Management Complex Phase V: Planning and Design ................................................... 18,000,000 
OK Tinker Air Force Base ......................................................................................................................... F–35 Aircraft Oxygen Shop: Planning and Design ............................................................................ 5,800,000 
OK Vance Air Force Base ......................................................................................................................... Undergraduate Pilot Training Center: Planning and Design ............................................................. 8,400,000 

Ground Based Strategic Deterrent (GBSD) In-
frastructure.—The Committees support the 
Sentinel program and believe effective plan-

ning and deliberate budgeting for military 
construction are critical to the program’s 
success, but are concerned about potential 

cost growth and schedule delays. The agree-
ment includes $140,000,000, as requested, for 
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three projects to construct integrated com-
mand and training centers, as well as a mis-
sile handling complex. Recognizing the sig-
nificant future investments needed and com-
plex military construction environment 
moving forward, the Committees direct the 
Secretary of the Air Force to continue pro-
viding quarterly briefings on the infrastruc-
ture needs related to the Sentinel program. 

U.S. Space Command.—The Committees rec-
ognize Section 2889 of the 2024 National De-
fense Authorization Act addresses the selec-
tion of the location for the United States 
Space Command Headquarters and restricts 

authorization for facilities related to the 
Headquarters until June 30, 2024. The Com-
mittees look forward to the completion of 
the reviews of the site selection process 
being conducted by the Inspector General of 
the Department of Defense and the Comp-
troller General of the United States, and in 
addition to the report on obligations and ex-
penditures requested in House Report 118–122 
and in Senate Report 118–43, the Department 
shall report to the congressional defense 
committees on the permanent location of 
the United States Space Command and a 
plan to fully address all recommendations of 

the Inspector General and Comptroller Gen-
eral. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $3,161,782,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’, 
which is $177,100,000 above the budget re-
quest. Within this amount, the agreement 
includes $347,545,000 for study, planning, de-
sign, architecture, and engineering services. 
Within the total for Military Construction, 
Defense-Wide, $36,100,000 is for the following 
projects in the following amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

DE Dover Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... Blood Processing Center Replacement ............................................................................................... $30,600,000 
GA Fort Moore (Fort Benning) .................................................................................................................. Dexter Elementary School Planning and Design ................................................................................ 500,000 
NE Offutt Air Force Base .......................................................................................................................... DPAA Laboratory: Planning and Design ............................................................................................. 5,000,000 

Energy Resilience and Conservation Invest-
ment Program (ERCIP).—The agreement sup-
ports DOD’s investments in energy effi-
ciency, resilience, renewable energy systems, 
and energy security, and as such provides 
$634,250,000 for ERCIP. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD 

The agreement provides $620,647,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Army National 
Guard’’, which is $280,461,000 above the budg-
et request. Within this amount, the agree-

ment includes $79,221,000 for study, planning, 
design, architecture, and engineering serv-
ices. Within the total for Military Construc-
tion, Army National Guard, $270,461,000 is for 
the following projects in the following 
amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

CA Camp Roberts ..................................................................................................................................... Automated Multipurpose Machine Gun Range: Cost to Complete .................................................... $5,000,000 
FL Camp Blanding ................................................................................................................................... Automated Multipurpose Machine Gun Range ................................................................................... 11,000,000 
FL Camp Blanding ................................................................................................................................... Infantry Squad Battle Course: Planning and Design ........................................................................ 840,000 
FL Camp Blanding ................................................................................................................................... Training Aids Center: Planning and Design ...................................................................................... 1,200,000 
IL Bloomington ........................................................................................................................................ National Guard Vehicle Maintenance Shop: Cost to Complete ......................................................... 5,250,000 
IL Chicago, Jones Armory ........................................................................................................................ General Jones National Guard Readiness Center Alteration: Planning and Design ......................... 5,000,000 
IL North Riverside ................................................................................................................................... Access Control Building: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................. 3,400,000 
IL Peoria .................................................................................................................................................. Readiness Center: Planning and Design ........................................................................................... 2,400,000 
KS Topeka ................................................................................................................................................. National Guard/Reserve Center Building: Cost to Complete ............................................................. 5,856,000 
ME Saco .................................................................................................................................................... National Guard Vehicle Maintenance Shop: Cost to Complete ......................................................... 7,420,000 
MN Camp Ripley ....................................................................................................................................... Access Control Facility: Planning and Design ................................................................................... 1,530,000 
MS Meridian .............................................................................................................................................. Army Aviation Support Facility 3: Planning and Design ................................................................... 2,160,000 
MS Southaven ........................................................................................................................................... National Guard Readiness Center ...................................................................................................... 22,000,000 
NE Mead Training Site ............................................................................................................................. Unaccompanied Housing: Planning and Design ................................................................................ 1,440,000 
NV Floyd Edsall Training Center .............................................................................................................. Combined Support Maintenance Shop: Planning and Design ........................................................... 2,700,000 
NV Floyd Edsall Training Center .............................................................................................................. General Instruction Facility: Planning and Design ............................................................................ 5,490,000 
NV Harry Reid Training Center ................................................................................................................. Ready Building: Planning and Design ............................................................................................... 590,000 
NH Center Strafford .................................................................................................................................. Physical Fitness Center: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................. 9,000,000 
NH Pembroke ............................................................................................................................................ Vehicle Storage Building: Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................................... 5,000,000 
NJ Newark ................................................................................................................................................ National Guard Readiness Center: Planning and Design .................................................................. 1,900,000 
NM De Bremond Training Site .................................................................................................................. Soldier Performance, ACFT Support Building: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................ 4,300,000 
NY Lexington Armory ................................................................................................................................ National Guard Readiness Center Addition/Alteration ....................................................................... 90,000,000 
OK Shawnee .............................................................................................................................................. National Guard Readiness Center: Planning and Design .................................................................. 1,800,000 
PA Fort Indiantown Gap ........................................................................................................................... Automated Multipurpose Machine Gun Range: Planning and Design .............................................. 1,550,000 
PA Moon Township ................................................................................................................................... Combined Support Maintenance Shop: Cost to Complete ................................................................. 3,100,000 
PA New Castle .......................................................................................................................................... Vehicle Maintenance Shop Addition: Unspecified Minor Construction .............................................. 4,650,000 
RI North Kingstown ................................................................................................................................. National Guard Readiness Center ...................................................................................................... 30,000,000 
SC Joint Base Charleston ......................................................................................................................... National Guard Readiness Center: Cost to Complete ........................................................................ 6,500,000 
TX Fort Cavazos (Fort Hood) .................................................................................................................... General Purpose Instruction Building: Planning and Design ............................................................ 2,685,000 
VT Ethan Allen Firing Range ................................................................................................................... National Guard Readiness Center Add/Alt: Unspecified Minor Construction .................................... 4,750,000 
WA Camp Murray ...................................................................................................................................... National Guard/Reserve Center: Planning and Design ...................................................................... 3,600,000 
WV Bluefield .............................................................................................................................................. National Guard Readiness Center: Planning and Design .................................................................. 1,950,000 
WV Camp Dawson-Kingwood .................................................................................................................... Covered Training Area: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................... 8,300,000 
WV Charleston ........................................................................................................................................... National Guard Readiness Center: Planning and Design .................................................................. 4,800,000 
WV Parkersburg ......................................................................................................................................... National Guard Readiness Center: Planning and Design .................................................................. 3,300,000 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD 

The agreement provides $295,526,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air National 

Guard’’, which is $116,804,000 above the budg-
et request. Within this amount, the agree-
ment includes $68,454,000 for study, planning, 
design, architecture, and engineering serv-

ices. Within the total for Military Construc-
tion, Air National Guard, $123,804,000 is for 
the following projects in the following 
amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

AK Eielson Air Force Base ........................................................................................................................ AMC Standard Dual Bay Hangar: Planning and Design ................................................................... $25,000,000 
AK Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson ...................................................................................................... ADAL Alert Crew Facility Hangar 18: Unspecified Minor Construction ............................................. 7,000,000 
AK Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson ...................................................................................................... HC–130J Simulator Facility: Planning and Design ............................................................................ 2,000,000 
AK Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson ...................................................................................................... North Campus Electrical Loop: Unspecified Minor Construction ....................................................... 5,600,000 
FL Jacksonville International Airport ....................................................................................................... F–35 Munitions Storage Area Admin: Planning and Design ............................................................. 600,000 
ME Bangor International Airport ............................................................................................................... Repair Hangar Access Apron (Light Duty Ramp): Planning and Design .......................................... 1,450,000 
ME Bangor International Airport ............................................................................................................... Repair Whiskey Apron: Planning and Design ..................................................................................... 704,000 
MS Jackson International Airport .............................................................................................................. Fire Crash and Rescue Station: Cost to Complete ............................................................................ 8,000,000 
NH Pease Air National Guard Base .......................................................................................................... Ground Product Service Station: Unspecified Minor Construction .................................................... 4,000,000 
NJ Atlantic City International Airport ...................................................................................................... Consolidated Dining, Services, and Fitness Center: Planning and Design ...................................... 2,000,000 
NJ Atlantic City International Airport ...................................................................................................... F–16 Mission Training Center: Planning and Design ........................................................................ 1,100,000 
OR Portland International Airport ............................................................................................................. Special Tactics Complex Phase 3 ...................................................................................................... 20,000,000 
OR Portland International Airport ............................................................................................................. Special Tactics Complex Phase 4 ...................................................................................................... 11,000,000 
PA Pittsburgh International Airport ......................................................................................................... Entry Control Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction ..................................................................... 8,000,000 
WV McLaughlin Air National Guard Base ................................................................................................. Renovate Building 109 for Aerospace Support Equipment: Unspecified Minor Construction .......... 3,000,000 
WV Shepherd Field .................................................................................................................................... Indoor Small Arms Range: Unspecified Minor Construction .............................................................. 7,000,000 
WV Shepherd Field .................................................................................................................................... Main Gate Entry Control Point Renovation: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................... 6,000,000 
WI General Mitchell International Airport ................................................................................................ Indoor Small Arms Range: Unspecified Minor Construction .............................................................. 7,100,000 
WI General Mitchell International Airport ................................................................................................ POL Pipeline: Unspecified Minor Construction ................................................................................... 4,250,000 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE 

The agreement provides $151,076,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Army Reserve’’, 

which is $44,000,000 above the budget request. 
Within this amount, the agreement includes 
$27,389,000 for study, planning, design, archi-
tecture, and engineering services. Within the 

total for Military Construction, Army Re-
serve, $44,000,000 is for the following projects 
in the following amounts: 
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State Location Project Amount 

CA Fort Hunter Liggett ............................................................................................................................. Network Enterprise Center .................................................................................................................. $40,000,000 
VA Richmond ............................................................................................................................................ Army Reserve Center: Planning and Design ...................................................................................... 4,000,000 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE 

The agreement provides $51,291,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Navy Reserve’’, 
which is equal to the budget request. Within 
this amount, the agreement includes 

$6,495,000 for study, planning, design, archi-
tecture, and engineering services. 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE 

The agreement provides $331,572,000 for 
‘‘Military Construction, Air Force Reserve’’, 
which is $40,000,000 above the budget request. 

Within this amount, the agreement includes 
$14,646,000 for study, planning, design, archi-
tecture, and engineering services. Within the 
total for Military Construction, Air Force 
Reserve, $40,000,000 is for the following 
projects in the following amounts: 

State Location Project Amount 

AZ Davis Monthan Air Force Base ........................................................................................................... Guardian Angel POTFF Facility: Unspecified Minor Construction ...................................................... $8,500,000 
GA Dobbins Air Reserve Base .................................................................................................................. Security Forces Facility ....................................................................................................................... 22,000,000 
LA Barksdale Air Force Base ................................................................................................................... 307 Bomb Wing Medical Facility Addition: Unspecified Minor Construction .................................... 7,000,000 
OH Youngstown Air Reserve Station ........................................................................................................ Fire Station: Planning and Design ..................................................................................................... 2,500,000 

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $293,434,000 for the 
‘‘North Atlantic Treaty Organization Secu-
rity Investment Program,’’ which is equal to 
the budget request. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE 
ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides $489,174,000 for the 
‘‘Department of Defense Base Closure Ac-
count’’, which is $100,000,000 above the budget 
request. 

Environmental Remediation.—As the Com-
mittees continue to be concerned about the 
extent of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substance 
(PFAS) contamination at closed U.S. mili-
tary installations, the agreement includes an 
additional $50,000,000 above the budget re-
quest to increase the pace of cleanup at the 
military installations affected by PFAS. 
Recognizing the active costs associated with 
ordnance disposal and other environmental 
cleanup requirements, the agreement also 
provides additional funding for the Services 
to remediate hazardous environmental sites 
at installations closed under previous Base 
Closure and Realignment rounds. Further, 
the agreement recognizes the Navy’s efforts 
towards the demolition and removal of non- 
historically designated buildings and struc-
tures under Navy control where the sampling 
or remediation of radiologically contami-
nated materials have been the subject of sub-
stantiated allegations of fraud. The Services 
are directed to submit a spend plan for all 
additional funding to the Committees no 
later than 60 days after enactment of this 
Act. 

FAMILY HOUSING 
ITEM OF INTEREST 

Housing Oversight.—The Committees con-
tinue to be concerned about poor housing 
conditions, inadequate maintenance re-
sponse times, and other issues affecting the 
wellbeing of servicemembers and their fami-
lies. The Committees believe that robust 
oversight over Military Housing Privatiza-
tion Initiative (MHPI) management compa-
nies is necessary to ensure that 
servicemembers and their families can live 
in quality housing that is properly main-
tained. The agreement provides $30,000,000 
above the budget request for oversight of 
DOD’s housing portfolio, including govern-
ment-owned and controlled family housing, 
privatized family, and unaccompanied hous-
ing. The Committees expect this funding to 
be utilized by the Services to improve their 
oversight of their housing portfolios, includ-
ing housing inspections and improved train-
ing for individuals conducting those inspec-
tions. The Committees are concerned that 
current practices, such as inspections during 
tenant changes, are not being carried out 
consistently in all cases. The Committees 
recognize that changes in culture and proce-
dures are necessary, in addition to funding, 

to achieve sufficient oversight of all DOD 
housing. The Committees direct the Services 
to continue to review their training and in-
spection processes, among other methods for 
ensuring quality housing and holding 
privatized housing partners accountable, to 
ensure they are providing proper manage-
ment of their housing portfolios, and request 
a briefing on such efforts no later than 120 
days after enactment of this Act. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

The agreement provides $304,895,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Construction, Army’’, 
which is equal to the budget request. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, ARMY 

The agreement provides $395,485,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Operation and Mainte-
nance, Army’’, which is $10,000,000 above the 
budget request. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

The agreement provides $277,142,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Construction, Navy and 
Marine Corps’’, which is equal to the budget 
request. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS 

The agreement provides $373,854,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Operation and Mainte-
nance, Navy and Marine Corps’’, which is 
$10,000,000 above the budget request. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

The agreement provides $237,097,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Construction, Air Force’’, 
which is equal to the budget request. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE 

The agreement provides $324,386,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Operation and Mainte-
nance, Air Force’’, which is $10,000,000 above 
the budget request. 

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE 

The agreement provides $50,785,000 for 
‘‘Family Housing Operation and Mainte-
nance, Defense-Wide’’, which is equal to the 
budget request. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND 

The agreement provides $6,611,000 for the 
‘‘Department of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund’’, which is equal to the 
budget request. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING 
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

The agreement provides $496,000 for the 
‘‘Department of Defense Military Unaccom-
panied Housing Improvement Fund’’, which 
is equal to the budget request. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes section 101 lim-
iting the use of funds under a cost-plus-a- 
fixed-fee contract. 

The agreement includes section 102 allow-
ing the use of construction funds in this title 
for hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

The agreement includes section 103 allow-
ing the use of construction funds in this title 
for advances to the Federal Highway Admin-
istration for the construction of access 
roads. 

The agreement includes section 104 prohib-
iting construction of new bases in the United 
States without a specific appropriation. 

The agreement includes section 105 lim-
iting the use of funds for the purchase of 
land or land easements that exceed 100 per-
cent of the value. 

The agreement includes section 106 prohib-
iting the use of funds, except funds appro-
priated in this title for that purpose, for 
family housing. 

The agreement includes section 107 lim-
iting the use of minor construction funds to 
transfer or relocate activities. 

The agreement includes section 108 prohib-
iting the procurement of steel unless Amer-
ican producers, fabricators, and manufactur-
ers have been allowed to compete. 

The agreement includes section 109 prohib-
iting the use of construction or family hous-
ing funds to pay real property taxes in any 
foreign nation. 

The agreement includes section 110 prohib-
iting the use of funds to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion. 

The agreement includes section 111 estab-
lishing a preference for American architec-
tural and engineering services for overseas 
projects. 

The agreement includes section 112 estab-
lishing a preference for American contrac-
tors in United States territories and posses-
sions in the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, 
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf. 

The agreement includes section 113 requir-
ing congressional notification of military ex-
ercises when construction costs exceed 
$100,000. 

The agreement includes section 114 allow-
ing funds appropriated in prior years for new 
projects authorized during the current ses-
sion of Congress. 

The agreement includes section 115 allow-
ing the use of expired or lapsed funds to pay 
the cost of supervision for any project being 
completed with lapsed funds. 

The agreement includes section 116 allow-
ing military construction funds to be avail-
able for five years. 

The agreement includes section 117 allow-
ing the transfer of funds from Family Hous-
ing Construction accounts to the Family 
Housing Improvement Program. 

The agreement includes section 118 allow-
ing transfers to the Homeowners Assistance 
Fund. 
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The agreement includes section 119 lim-

iting the amount of repair and maintenance 
funds for flag and general officer quarters 
and allowing for notification by electronic 
medium. The provision also requires an an-
nual report on the expenditures of each quar-
ter. 

The agreement includes section 120 extend-
ing the availability of funds in the Ford Is-
land Improvement Account. 

The agreement includes section 121 allow-
ing the transfer of expired funds to the For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, 
Defense account. 

The agreement includes section 122 allow-
ing for the reprogramming of construction 
funds among projects and activities subject 
to certain criteria. 

The agreement includes section 123 prohib-
iting the obligation or expenditure of funds 
provided to the Department of Defense for 
military construction for projects at Arling-
ton National Cemetery. 

The agreement includes section 124 pro-
viding additional construction funds for un-
funded requirements. 

The agreement includes section 125 direct-
ing all amounts appropriated to ‘‘Military 
Construction, Army’’, ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Navy and Marine Corps’’, ‘‘Military 
Construction, Air Force’’, and ‘‘Military 
Construction, Defense-Wide’’ accounts be im-
mediately available and allotted for the full 
scope of authorized projects. 

The agreement includes section 126 extend-
ing the eligibility of unobligated funding for 
fiscal year 2017, fiscal year 2018, and fiscal 
year 2019 projects that have not lapsed. 

The agreement includes section 127 defin-
ing the congressional defense committees. 

The agreement includes section 128 pro-
viding additional funds for planning and de-
sign and unspecified minor construction in 
order to improve military installation resil-
ience. 

The agreement includes section 129 pro-
viding additional funds for planning and de-
sign and unspecified minor construction for 
DOD laboratory facilities. 

The agreement includes section 130 pro-
viding the Air Force with funds for natural 
disaster recovery. 

The agreement includes section 131 pro-
viding additional funds for planning and de-
sign of child development centers. 

The agreement includes section 132 pro-
viding additional funds for planning and de-
sign for barracks. 

The agreement includes section 133 pro-
viding additional funds specified to address 
cost increases identified subsequent to the 
fiscal year 2024 budget request for authorized 
major construction projects. 

The agreement includes section 134 pro-
viding additional funds for unspecified minor 
construction for demolition. 

The agreement includes section 135 allow-
ing the transfer of funds to the Secretary of 
the Navy from the Family Housing Improve-
ment Fund. 

The agreement includes section 136 pro-
viding funding for unfunded authorized 
major construction projects. 

The agreement includes section 137 pro-
viding funds for planning and design and au-
thorized major construction at future for-
eign military training sites. 

The agreement includes section 138 prohib-
iting the use of funds in this Act to close or 
realign Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $182,310,515,000 for 

Compensation and Pensions in advance for 

fiscal year 2025. Of the amount provided, not 
more than $22,109,000 is to be transferred to 
General Operating Expenses, Veterans Bene-
fits Administration (VBA) and Information 
Technology Systems for reimbursement of 
necessary expenses in implementing provi-
sions of title 38. The agreement provides an 
additional $15,072,388,000 above the fiscal 
year 2024 advance appropriation for the Com-
pensation and Pensions account. 

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS 
The agreement provides $13,399,805,000 for 

Readjustment Benefits in advance for fiscal 
year 2025. The agreement provides an addi-
tional $374,852,000 above the fiscal year 2024 
advance appropriation for the Readjustment 
Benefits account. 

Veteran Employment Through Technology 
Education Courses.—The Committees expect 
the Department to fully fund the program 
consistent with current law, and encourage 
VA to take steps to expand the program to 
address increased demand, by including addi-
tional providers, particularly in areas of the 
country where the initiative is not currently 
available, as well as to help train and employ 
women veterans and veterans with disabil-
ities. 

Veteran Transitional Assistance Grant Pro-
gram (VTAG).—The Committees continue to 
support VTAG and include an additional 
$5,000,000 above the fiscal year 2023 level, as 
requested. 

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES 
The agreement provides $135,119,422 for 

Veterans Insurance and Indemnities in ad-
vance for fiscal year 2025. The agreement 
provides an additional $12,701,000 above the 
fiscal year 2024 advance appropriation for the 
Veterans Insurance and Indemnities account. 

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND 
The agreement provides such sums as may 

be necessary for costs associated with direct 
and guaranteed loans for the Veterans Hous-
ing Benefit Program Fund. The agreement 
limits obligations for direct loans to not 
more than $500,000 and provides $316,742,419 
to be available for administrative expenses. 

Home Loan Guaranty Program.—The agree-
ment notes the Committees are concerned 
about the impact that the expiration of 
emergency authorities is having on veterans 
who were seeking loan forbearance during 
the COVID–19 pandemic for VA-guaranteed 
loans. While understanding that VA lacks 
legal authority to require servicers to pause 
foreclosures, VA must do everything in its 
power to quickly institute regulations for a 
new program to assist veterans facing fore-
closure. The Department is directed to pro-
vide a briefing to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, no 
later than 90 days after enactment of this 
Act, with information including the number 
of VA-guaranteed loans for which servicers 
will not pause foreclosures, and efforts un-
dertaken to assist the nearly 4,000 veterans 
whose VA-guaranteed loans were foreclosed, 
as well as those who avoided foreclosure by 
accepting new loans with highly unfavorable 
terms. 
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
The agreement provides $78,337 for the cost 

of direct loans from the Vocational Rehabili-
tation Loans Program Account, plus $460,698 
to be paid to the appropriation for General 
Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration. The agreement provides for a 
direct loan limitation of $2,026,000. 

The agreement provides for loans of up to 
$1,447 (based on the indexed chapter 31 sub-
sistence allowance rate) to service-connected 
disabled veterans enrolled in vocational re-
habilitation programs, as provided under 38 
U.S.C. chapter 31. 

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides $2,718,546 for ad-
ministrative expenses of the Native Amer-
ican Veteran Housing Loan Program Ac-
count. This is an increase of $1,318,546 over 
the fiscal year 2023 level. 

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS 
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement provides $3,899,000,000 for 
General Operating Expenses, Veterans Bene-
fits Administration and, of the amount pro-
vided, up to 10 percent is available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2025. In addition, VA 
estimates to use $1,769,000,000 from the Toxic 
Exposures Fund to support GOE, VBA activi-
ties related to toxic exposures in fiscal year 
2024. 

Compensation and Pension (C&P) Claims and 
Medical Exams.—The Committees are reas-
sured that the expected increase in disability 
claim applications by veterans because of 
new eligibilities in the Sergeant First Class 
Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to 
Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act 
of 2022 (Public Law 117–168) is being realized. 
However, the Committees are concerned 
about a growing disability claims backlog 
and limited oversight of contracted pro-
viders for medical exams. As described in 
House Report 118–122 and Senate Report 118– 
43, the agreement continues to strongly en-
courage the implementation of special train-
ing protocols and oversight of C&P medical 
exams, especially for claims related to mili-
tary sexual trauma. 

In addition to the reporting requirements 
in Senate Report 118–43 on ‘‘Contract Pro-
viders for Exams’’, the agreement directs the 
Department to submit a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress no later than 180 days after enact-
ment of this Act on the use of third-party 
contractors to conduct medical disability ex-
aminations of veterans for purposes of ob-
taining disability compensation. The report 
should include the number of contractors 
used in each state to conduct disability com-
pensation exams; contract performance and 
quality measures; the average miles a vet-
eran is required to travel to attend a con-
tract medical disability examination 
disaggregated by state; the average wait 
time for an individual to receive an exam; 
and a description of the process at the De-
partment for handling complaints of vet-
erans about their experience with a con-
tracted medical disability examiner. 

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
For fiscal year 2024, the agreement pro-

vides a total of $121,011,303,000 for VA’s med-
ical care, equal to the budget request, and in 
accordance with agreements related to the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 
118–5). In addition, VA estimates to use 
$17,116,000,000 from the Toxic Exposures Fund 
to support medical care, for a total of 
$138,127,303,000 in medical care funding in fis-
cal year 2024. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
American Indian/Alaska Native, Native Ha-

waiian, Pacific Islander and U.S.-Affiliated Pa-
cific Islander Veterans.—The agreement reaf-
firms the Committees’ appreciation for 
American Indian/Alaska Native, Native Ha-
waiian, Pacific Islander and U.S.-Affiliated 
Pacific Islander military service and recog-
nizes the challenges they have in securing 
the benefits they have earned. As described 
in House Report 118–122 and Senate Report 
118–43, the agreement continues to require 
reporting on efforts to improve and expand 
access to benefits, mental health, preventa-
tive and wellness programs, telehealth, 
among other programs, and reduce homeless-
ness, among these veteran populations. The 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00134 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1229 March 5, 2024 
agreement continues to support the estab-
lishment of the Center for Native Hawaiians, 
Pacific Islanders, and U.S.-Affiliated Pacific 
Islanders Health. 

Child Care Assistance Expansion.—The Com-
mittees are disappointed in the Depart-
ment’s slower than anticipated progress to 
expand child care assistance to veterans re-
ceiving healthcare at all VA medical facili-
ties by January 5, 2026, as required by the 
Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Vet-
erans Health Care and Benefits Improvement 
Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–315). The agree-
ment directs the Department to brief the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress no later than 30 days 
after enactment of this Act on the status of 
the regulatory process, the new timeline for 
expansion to the planned number of sites, 
and progress on completing the information 
technology systems necessary for this expan-
sion. Further, the agreement directs the De-
partment to include cost estimates, 
timelines, and actions taken by the Depart-
ment in the justifications accompanying the 
fiscal year 2025 budget submission. The Com-
mittees encourage the Department to re- 
evaluate under which program office the 
child care program should reside. 

Special Modes of Transportation.—The Com-
mittees acknowledge the Department’s ac-
tions to postpone the final effective date for 
reimbursement rates for ground and air am-
bulance services. Before modifying these 
rates in accordance with the new timeline, 
the Department is directed to communicate 
directly with service providers to fully un-
derstand the impact of the proposed rule 
change on veterans. Further, the Depart-
ment should identify staff dedicated to fa-
cilitating contracting with providers of these 
services at fair and appropriate reimburse-
ment rates, to include providing technical 
assistance on the contracting process, and to 
provide support for entities who are begin-
ning the contracting process for the first 
time. The agreement directs the Department 
to report back to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress no later 
than 90 days after enactment of this Act on 
the feedback received from industry stake-
holders and its plan for ensuring zero harm 
to veterans. 

Congressional Oversight.—The agreement 
does not include the direction regarding con-
gressional oversight in the overview to Title 
II of House Report 118–122. 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $71,000,000,000 in 
advance for fiscal year 2025 for Medical Serv-
ices, with $2,000,000,000 available through fis-
cal year 2026. The Committees provided an 
advance appropriation of $74,004,000,000 for 
fiscal year 2024 for the Medical Services ac-
count in Public Law 117–328. The agreement 
includes a negative adjustment to the fiscal 
year 2024 advance of $3,034,205,000, which pro-
vides the Department with total budget au-
thority of $70,969,795,000, consistent with the 
revised request. 

In addition, VA estimates to use 
$9,525,428,000 from the Toxic Exposures Fund 
to support medical services in fiscal year 
2024. VA also has the authority to retain co- 
payments and third-party collections. 

Caregiver Support Program 

The agreement includes $2,422,410,000 for 
VA’s Caregivers Program, and continues the 
requirement for quarterly reporting on obli-
gations. 

Program of Comprehensive Assistance for 
Family Caregivers (PCAFC) Program.—The 
Committees support the Department’s deci-
sion to suspend reassessments and discharges 
for legacy PCAFC participants, and again 

urges the Secretary to permit recently dis-
qualified and denied applicants with a his-
tory in the program to have their applica-
tions automatically reconsidered under cur-
rent requirements, rather than go through 
the appeals process. 

Centers of Excellence 
Neurology Centers of Excellence.—The Com-

mittees recognize the increasing number of 
veterans affected by neurologic conditions, 
including epilepsy, headache, multiple scle-
rosis, and Parkinson’s disease. The Neu-
rology Centers of Excellence provide essen-
tial innovative clinical care, education, and 
research efforts focused on these conditions. 
Further investment and collaboration of the 
Centers across disciplines is encouraged, and 
the agreement includes $70,000,000 for Neu-
rology Centers of Excellence, $10,460,000 over 
the budget request and $20,460,000 over the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. This includes 
$25,000,000 for epilepsy; $24,000,000 for head-
ache; $14,500,000 for Parkinson’s; and 
$6,500,000 for multiple sclerosis. 

National Center for Post-traumatic Stress Dis-
order (PTSD).—Recognizing the importance 
of VA’s National Center for PTSD in pro-
moting better prevention, diagnoses and 
treatment of PTSD, the agreement provides 
$42,000,000 for the Center, as requested. 

Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Ex-
cellence.—The agreement provides $15,000,000 
and continues to support the Airborne Haz-
ards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence on 
diagnoses, mitigation, and treatment of con-
ditions related to airborne hazards and burn 
pits. 

Homeless Assistance Programs 
The agreement supports $3,113,530,000 for 

programs to prevent veteran homelessness, 
including $774,744,000 for Supportive Services 
for Veterans Families (SSVF), $620,000,000 for 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing 
(HUD–VASH), $306,161,000 for Grant and Per 
Diem (GPD) programs, and $109,721,000 for 
the Veterans Justice Outreach program and 
Legal Services for Veterans grants. 

HUD–VASH Case Management.—As included 
in House Report 118–122 and Senate Report 
118–43, the agreement directs VA to increase 
funding for case managers commensurate 
with increases in the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s budget for new 
HUD–VASH vouchers. The Committees are 
frustrated by the lack of progress in pub-
lishing joint VA–HUD guidance regarding ap-
proval of a Public Housing Authority to be a 
designated service provider. The Committees 
expect to see the necessary guidance pub-
lished not later than 90 days after enactment 
of this Act, and direct the Department to co-
ordinate with the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and brief the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress no later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act with an update on the 
progress and timeline for publishing its guid-
ance. 

Mental Health and Suicide Prevention 
Programs 

The agreement provides $16,243,469,000 in 
discretionary funds for mental health pro-
grams, of which $558,794,000 is for suicide pre-
vention outreach, including $300,500,000 for 
the Veterans Crisis Line (VCL), fully sup-
porting the request. In addition to reporting 
requirements outlined in House Report 118– 
122 and Senate Report 118–43, VA is directed 
to ensure appropriate staffing for call cen-
ters and back-up centers, provide training 
necessary for the VCL staff to assist vet-
erans in crisis, and ensure staff are able to 
respond to the needs of veterans appro-
priately and effectively. Additionally, the 
Committees direct VA to enable the VCL to 

utilize geolocation capabilities to facilitate 
accurate emergency dispatch to persons at 
risk of imminent harm to self or others. The 
Committees direct VA to focus on efforts to 
address parking lot suicides and to connect 
veterans to care. The Committees recognize 
the importance of suicide prevention coordi-
nators and direct VA to fully staff these po-
sitions and improve veterans’ access to these 
coordinators. 
Opioid Safety Initiatives and Substance Use 

Disorder Care 
The Committees recognize the importance 

of intervention and support programs for at- 
risk veterans and their families. The agree-
ment includes $715,365,000 for Opioid Preven-
tion and Treatment programs, which is 
$52,560,000 above the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level. Of this total, $254,487,000 is to continue 
implementation of the Jason Simcakoski 
Memorial and Promise Act, as part of the 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 
of 2016 (Public Law 114–198) and $230,947,000 
for Substance Use Disorder programs. 

Rural Health 
The agreement provides $342,455,000 for the 

Office of Rural Health and the Rural Health 
Initiative, which is $5,000,000 above both the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level and budget re-
quest. The Committees recognize the chal-
lenges and barriers to care for more than 
3,000,000 enrolled rural and remote veterans 
and directs the Office of Rural Health to ex-
pand and improve transportation access to 
and from facilities that serve rural veterans. 

Rural Access Network for Growth Enhance-
ment (RANGE).—The RANGE Program pro-
vides case management and treatment serv-
ices to mentally ill veterans in rural areas. 
The agreement includes sufficient funding to 
maintain the three new centers of the 
RANGE Program, as authorized by the Sgt. 
Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act 
of 2021 (Public Law 117–21). 

Telehealth and Connected Care 
The agreement provides $5,170,336,000 for 

Telehealth and Connected Care services, 
which is $5,000,000 above the budget request. 
The Committees direct VA to continue to ex-
pand telehealth availability, including men-
tal health, primary care, and rehabilitation 
services as a means to deliver care, including 
in rural and underserved communities. In ad-
dition to fully funding costs associated with 
telehealth treatment, the agreement directs 
$5,000,000 for the purpose of expanding vet-
eran access to telehealth technologies, in-
cluding through new and innovative meas-
ures. The Department is directed to provide 
an expenditure plan for these funds no later 
than 180 days after enactment of this Act. 

Whole Health 
The agreement provides $107,848,000 for 

Whole Health, as requested, which is 
$21,997,000 above the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level. The Committees support the Whole 
Health model of care and the expansion of 
Whole Health to all VA facilities. 

Creative Arts Therapies.—The Committees 
continue to acknowledge the effective use of 
creative arts therapies and arts and human-
ities partnerships in treating veterans with 
traumatic brain injuries and psychological 
health conditions and provide up to $5,000,000 
to do so. 

Women Veterans Health Care 
The agreement includes $990,446,000 to sup-

port gender-specific care for women, as well 
as funding for the program office and initia-
tives, including the expansion of the 
childcare initiative. The Department is di-
rected to provide a spend plan detailing how 
this funding will be allocated and describing 
all planned activities related to care for 
women veterans to the Committees no later 
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than 90 days after enactment of this Act. In 
addition, the Department is directed to pro-
vide quarterly briefings to the Committees 
on the expenditure of the funds. The Depart-
ment is further directed to continue upgrad-
ing medical facilities for women veterans. 

Mobile Mammography.—The Committees di-
rect the Department to develop a plan to ex-
pand access to mammography for veterans, 
including through the use of a mobile mam-
mography unit, by the end of fiscal year 2025. 
The plan should include data related to the 
cost of expansion, including for mobile mam-
mography units, and be provided to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of 
Congress no later than 180 days after enact-
ment of this Act. As noted in House Report 
118–122, the Committees commend VA’s deci-
sion to offer breast cancer screening and 
mammography to eligible women veterans 
and urge the Department to include younger 
veterans, as appropriate. 

Workforce and Staffing Issues 
VHA Staffing.—The Committees recognize 

the challenge VA has in recruiting and re-
taining physicians, physician assistants, 
nurses, mental health providers, other 
healthcare professionals, and related support 
staff, and encourage VA to explore all poten-
tial options to enhance recruitment and re-
tention. Also, the Committees remind the 
Department to submit its annual staffing re-
port to address critical workforce issues, as 
required by the Joint Explanatory State-
ment accompanying Public Law 117–103. 

Long-Term Care 
The agreement provides $12,940,784,000 for 

institutional and non-institutional care, 
equal to the budget request. The Committees 
are aware of the aging veteran population 
and support long-term care that focuses on 
facilitating veteran independence, enhancing 
quality of life, and supporting the family 
members of veterans. As such, the Commit-
tees support the Department’s efforts to 
broaden veterans’ options regarding non-in-
stitutional long-term care support and serv-
ices, and to accommodate veterans’ pref-
erences in how and where they receive care 
and other services. 

Data Sharing with State Cancer Registries.— 
The Committees direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide a plan no later than 
90 days after enactment of this Act on how 
the Department will begin to share quali-
fying cancer related data with the State can-
cer registry of each state before the end of 
the fiscal year. 

MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $20,382,000,000 in 
advance for fiscal year 2025 for Medical Com-
munity Care, with $2,000,000,000 available 
through fiscal year 2026. The Committees 
provided an advance appropriation of 
$33,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 for the Med-
ical Community Care account in Public Law 
117–328. The agreement includes a negative 
adjustment to the fiscal year 2024 advance of 
$2,657,977,000, which provides the Department 
with total budget authority of $30,342,023,000, 
consistent with the revised request. 

In addition, VA estimates to use 
$6,740,264,000 from the Toxic Exposures Fund 
to support medical community care in fiscal 
year 2024. 

State Veterans Homes Per Diem.—The Com-
mittees understand the Department intends 
to revise the formula used for determining 
per diem rates at state veterans homes, and 
support this effort. 

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $11,800,000,000 in 
advance for fiscal year 2025 for Medical Sup-

port and Compliance, with $350,000,000 avail-
able through fiscal year 2026. The Commit-
tees provided an advance appropriation of 
$12,300,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 for the Med-
ical Support and Compliance account in Pub-
lic Law 117–328. The agreement includes a 
negative adjustment to the fiscal year 2024 
advance of $1,550,000,000, which provides the 
Department with total budget authority of 
$10,750,000,000 consistent with the revised re-
quest. 

In addition, VA estimates to use 
$850,000,000 from the Toxic Exposures Fund 
for medical support and compliance activi-
ties in fiscal year 2024. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES 
The agreement provides $9,400,000,000 in ad-

vance for fiscal year 2025 for Medical Facili-
ties, with $500,000,000 made available through 
fiscal year 2026. The agreement provides an 
additional $149,485,000 above the fiscal year 
2024 advance appropriation for this account, 
bringing the Department’s total budget au-
thority for fiscal year 2024 to $8,949,485,000, 
consistent with the revised request. 

The Committees expect VA to provide, no 
later than 30 days after enactment of this 
Act, an expenditure plan detailing the 
planned use of the funds provided, and fur-
ther, the Committees request a quarterly up-
date of the plan if the funding for any single 
project changes by more than $3,000,000 dur-
ing that time period. 

The Department is directed to continue up-
grading medical facilities to meet the needs 
of women veterans and is reminded of the an-
nual reporting requirement included in the 
Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying 
Public Law 116–94 related to women’s 
healthcare facilities. 

Community-Based Outpatient Clinic in Ba-
kersfield, California.—The Committees re-
main concerned that a new Bakersfield CBOC 
remains unbuilt more than a decade after 
Congress authorized this facility in Public 
Law 111–82. Recognizing the constraints due 
to ongoing litigation, the Committees direct 
the Secretary to expeditiously execute Lease 
No. 36C10F20L0008 and commence construc-
tion of the CBOC as soon as possible. The 
Committees direct the Secretary to provide 
monthly reports on the CBOC’s progress 
until completion and activation. 

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH 
The agreement provides $943,000,000 for 

Medical and Prosthetic Research, available 
until September 30, 2025, which is $5,000,000 
above the request. Bill language is included 
to ensure that the Secretary allocates ade-
quate funding for prosthetic research specifi-
cally for female veterans. In addition, VA es-
timates to use $46,000,000 from the Toxic Ex-
posures Fund to support medical and pros-
thetic research activities related to toxic ex-
posures in fiscal year 2024. 

Access to Clinical Oncology Trials.—The 
Committees continue to support the ongoing 
collaborative efforts between VA medical 
centers and National Cancer Institute (NCI)- 
designated comprehensive cancer centers, 
but notes the lack of infrastructure for clin-
ical trials in other areas of the country. Ex-
panding access to clinical oncology trials re-
mains a priority and as such the Committees 
direct that not less than $10,000,000 be allo-
cated to support partnerships between VA 
medical centers and NCI-designated com-
prehensive cancer centers. 

Due to the lack of capacity to enhance and 
increase current clinical cancer trials into 
additional areas of the country, the Commit-
tees direct that up to an additional $5,000,000 
be allocated to expand the Precision Oncol-
ogy Program for Cancer of the Prostate 
(POPCaP) program to new sites in order to 
facilitate additional partnerships between 
VA medical centers and university cancer 
centers. 

Animal Research.—As included in House Re-
port 118–122, the agreement directs the De-
partment to include in any report to Con-
gress describing animal research details on 
the specific alternatives to animals that 
were considered, why those alternatives were 
not chosen, and an explanation for why these 
animal subjects were the only viable option 
for this research. The Committees remind 
the Department of the requirement to elimi-
nate research conducted using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates by March 2026, 
and request a briefing on a plan to do so 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act. 

Women Veterans Research.—The Commit-
tees continue to encourage VA to expand its 
research on the effects of toxic exposure and 
ensure women are appropriately represented 
in these efforts. The agreement directs VA to 
provide a briefing to the Committees on Ap-
propriations on both Houses of Congress on 
how the Department is continuing to pursue 
efforts to be more inclusive of women in its 
research within 90 days of enactment of this 
Act. 

Toxic Exposures Research.—As included in 
House Report 118–122 and Senate Report 118– 
43, the Committees encourage the Depart-
ment to continue research on the effects of 
and treatments for veterans exposed to tox-
ins, such as Agent Orange, burn pits, Per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), radi-
ation, asbestos, and aqueous Film Forming 
Foam (AFFF), and looks forward to the re-
quested report. The Committees continue to 
direct VA to collaborate with the Depart-
ment of Defense PFAS Task Force, aca-
demia, and other health institutions and 
agencies to monitor research activities, re-
sults, and publications on the health effects 
from PFAS. 

MEDICAL CARE COLLECTIONS FUND 
The agreement includes the authority for 

the Medical Care Collections Fund to retain 
co-payments and third-party collections, es-
timated to total $3,991,000,000 in fiscal year 
2024. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides $480,000,000 for the 

National Cemetery Administration (NCA). Of 
the amount provided, up to 10 percent is 
available until September 30, 2025. 

Rural Initiative National Cemetery Facili-
ties.—The Committees support the National 
Cemetery Administration’s efforts to con-
struct additional infrastructure at its Rural 
Initiative national cemeteries. In order to 
ensure that these infrastructure projects are 
meeting the needs of veterans, volunteers, 
and visitors, the Department should conduct 
an assessment at each Rural Initiative Na-
tional Cemetery site, with feedback from 
community stakeholders—to include vet-
erans, veterans service organizations, volun-
teers, local leadership, adjacent landowners, 
and visitors, to determine if it is advisable to 
construct permanent support infrastructure. 
The Committees strongly encourage the De-
partment to work with State and local enti-
ties, and non-profit organizations interested 
in constructing and donating facilities or do-
nating funding for VA-built facilities, to in-
clude funds for construction and future oper-
ations and maintenance costs, to help meet 
location-specific needs, as appropriate. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $475,000,000 for 

General Administration. Of the amount pro-
vided, up to 10 percent is available for obliga-
tion until September 30, 2025. In addition, VA 
estimates to use $89,799,000 from the Toxic 
Exposures Fund to support administrative 
activities related to toxic exposures in fiscal 
year 2024. The agreement continues to in-
clude bill language permitting the transfer 
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of funds from this account to General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration. 

The Committees direct the Secretary to 
provide a spend plan on how the Department 
allocates the General Administration fund-
ing by office to the Committees within 30 
days of enactment of this Act. The Secretary 
may alter these allocations if the Commit-
tees have been notified and written approval 
is provided. 

Lobbying Congress.—In lieu of language in-
cluded in House Report 118–122, the Depart-
ment is reminded of the statutory anti-lob-
bying restrictions in place in 18 U.S.C. 1913, 
which prohibits lobbying by federal agencies. 
The Secretary is directed to ensure compli-
ance with these laws on all public state-
ments, and to make all central office based 
employees of the Office of Public Affairs re-
ceive training on the Hatch Act and its ap-
plication to ensure official Department re-
sources are being used in a nonpartisan man-
ner. 

Office of Resolution Management, Diversity, 
and Inclusion (ORMDI).—In lieu of the direc-
tion in House Report 118–122, the agreement 
includes an additional $58,927,000 above the 
fiscal year enacted 2023 level to support com-
pliance with Section 402 of Division U of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023. The 
agreement does not include additional funds 
above the fiscal year 2023 level for diversity 
and inclusion programming for ORMDI.μ 
μThe agreement does not include the addi-
tional direction under this heading in House 
Report 118–122. 

Predatory Representational Services to Vet-
erans.—The Committees remain concerned 
about individuals and organizations aggres-
sively marketing representational services 
to veterans using predatory tactics, often re-
sulting in veterans having to pay exorbitant 
fees for representation for disability com-
pensation claims, appeals, and Camp Lejeune 
related lawsuits. The VA Office of General 
Counsel is strongly encouraged to increase 
efforts to properly oversee claims represent-
ative accreditation, as well as ensure vet-
erans are fully aware of their due process 
rights, VA’s duty to assist, and the free rep-
resentational services offered by accredited 
veterans service organizations. 

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS 
The agreement provides $287,000,000 for the 

Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA), of which 
up to 10 percent shall remain available until 
September 30, 2025. In addition, VA estimates 
to use $4,000,000 from the Toxic Exposures 
Fund to support BVA activities related to 
toxic exposures in fiscal year 2024. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $6,401,000,000 for 
the Information Technology (IT) Systems 
account. The agreement includes 
$1,606,977,000 for staff salaries and expenses, 
$4,668,373,000 for operation and maintenance 
of existing programs, of which $75,288,000 is 
available through fiscal year 2028 for facility 
activations related projects, and $125,650,000 
for program development. In addition, VA es-
timates to use $1,243,000,000 from the Toxic 
Exposures Fund to support information tech-
nology systems activities related to toxic ex-
posures in fiscal year 2024. 

The agreement makes no more than 3 per-
cent of pay and associated costs funding 
available through fiscal year 2025, no more 
than 5 percent of operations and mainte-
nance funding available through fiscal year 
2025, and all IT systems development funding 
available through fiscal year 2025. 

The agreement continues to include lan-
guage permitting funding to be transferred 
among the three IT subaccounts, subject to 
approval from the Committees, and allowing 
funding to be transferred among develop-
ment projects or to new projects subject to 
the Committees’ approval. Further, the 
agreement prohibits increasing or decreasing 
a development project by more than 
$3,000,000 prior to receiving approval of the 
Committees or after a period of 30 days has 
elapsed. 

This table is intended to serve as the ap-
proved list of development projects; as noted 
above, any requested changes exceeding 
$3,000,000 to a project are subject to re-
programming requirements. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
($ in thousands) 

Project Agreement 

Clinical Enabling Capabilities ................................................... $53,656 
Health Delivery Support ......................................................... 23,599 
Operational Support .............................................................. 23,137 
Health Administration ........................................................... 6,920 

Health Business Services .......................................................... 14,694 
Common Health Care Workflows ........................................... 7,594 
Common Health Care Specific Services ................................ 7,100 

Care Coverage Capabilities ....................................................... 13,608 
Clinical Care Coverage Services ........................................... 13,608 

Clinical Care Capabilities .......................................................... 7,949 
Clinical Care Services ........................................................... 7,949 

Health IT Services ...................................................................... 2,000 
Enterprise IT Infrastructure ................................................... 2,000 

Patient Management Capabilities ............................................. 559 
Patient Management Services ............................................... 559 

Benefits Services ....................................................................... 16,000 
Loan Guaranty ....................................................................... 16,000 

Veterans Experience Services .................................................... 14,184 
Digital Experience .................................................................. 9,511 
Customer Data Management Experience .............................. 4,673 

Corporate Services ..................................................................... 3,000 
Financial Management Services ........................................... 3,000 

Total, IT development ....................................................... 125,650 

VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD 
The agreement provides $1,334,142,000 for 

the Veterans Electronic Health Record, 
equal to the revised request, for activities re-
lated to the development and rollout of VA’s 
Electronic Health Record Modernization 
(EHRM) initiative, the associated contrac-
tual costs, and the salaries and expenses of 
employees hired under titles 5 and 38, United 
States Code. The agreement makes 25 per-
cent of funds contingent upon the Secretary 
providing certain information to the Com-
mittees. 

The agreement continues quarterly report-
ing of obligations, expenditures, and deploy-
ment schedule by facility. The Committees 
expect the Department to continue quarterly 
briefings on program implementation, in-
cluding updates on progress resolving out-
standing issues, and to provide quarterly up-
dates to review timelines, performance mile-
stones, implementation, and change manage-
ment progress. The agreement continues to 
direct the Government Accountability Office 
to conduct quarterly performance reviews of 
EHRM deployment and to report to the Com-
mittees each quarter. 

The agreement further directs the Sec-
retary to submit a report containing an 

earned value analysis of the Veterans Elec-
tronic Health Record system, including a 
graphic performance report, a schedule and 
cost performance indexes, an estimate of 
completion and a budget at completion, and 
a variance analysis for cost and schedule. 

Contractor Accountability.—The Committees 
expect VA will hold Oracle Cerner account-
able and work with them to improve 
usability of the system and training. Addi-
tionally, the Committees support the modi-
fications to the Department’s updated con-
tract with Oracle Cerner and request semi-
annual reports on any financial penalties the 
contractor has incurred. 

Support for Operations at Sites Utilizing the 
New EHR.—For each site using the new EHR, 
the Committees direct the Department to 
ensure that implementation of the new EHR 
has not had negative impacts on the relevant 
facilities, especially with respect to any 
formulaic funding or staffing models. The 
Department is directed to periodically report 
to the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress on changes to staffing 
levels, productivity compared to pre-imple-
mentation levels, and wait times for access 
to VA care and care in the community. The 
Committees also discourage the Department 
from retaliation against employees who 
raise patient safety concerns related to the 
EHR Modernization activities. 

Enterprise Integration and Standardization.— 
In addition to the direction included in 
House Report 118–122, the Department is di-
rected to provide a report within 45 days of 
enactment of this Act on its plans to ensure 
modifications and system customization at 
individual facilities is extremely limited. 
The report should provide an understanding 
of what the base standardized system en-
tails, and report quarterly on deviations 
from this standard, and the reasons such de-
viations are necessary. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The agreement provides $296,000,000 for the 
Office of Inspector General. Of the amount 
provided, up to 10 percent is available for ob-
ligation until September 30, 2025. 

The Committees continue to request ro-
bust oversight of the Electronic Health 
Record Modernization initiative. 

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

The agreement provides $961,218,560 for 
Construction, Major Projects. The agree-
ment makes this funding available through 
fiscal year 2028, except that $507,904,000 is 
made available until expended, of which 
$110,000,000 shall be available for seismic im-
provement projects. The agreement provides 
the requested new authority for VHA land 
acquisition. 

Recurring Expenses Transformational 
Fund.—The agreement supports the Depart-
ment’s plan to allocate $600,000,000 of the Re-
curring Expenses Transformational Fund 
balances to support facilities improvements 
at existing medical facilities, and includes 
an additional $46,000,0000 for planning and de-
sign for a new VA medical facility in St. 
Louis, MO, for a total of $646,000,000 from the 
Fund. 

The agreement funds the following items 
requested in the budget submission: 
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CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS 

($ in thousands) 

Location Description 

Fiscal Year 2024 Funding 

Total Appropria-
tion 

Recurring 
Expenses 

Trans-
formational 

Fund 

Veterans Health Administration (VHA): 
San Juan, PR ................................................................................................................................. Seismic Corrections Building 1, New Administrative Building, Expansion of Outpatient Clinic 

and Parking Structure.
0 41,370 41,370 

Portland, OR .................................................................................................................................. Upgrade Building 100 and 101 for Seismic Retrofit and Renovation, Roadway and Site Im-
provements, New Specialty Care Facility, Demolition and Expansion of Parking Facilities.

0 90,000 90,000 

American Lake, WA ....................................................................................................................... Construction of New Specialty Care Building 201, Renovation of Building 19 and Expansion of 
Parking Facilities.

0 45,000 45,000 

San Francisco, CA ......................................................................................................................... New Research Facility, Parking Structure and Demolition .............................................................. 0 9,620 9,620 
San Diego, CA ............................................................................................................................... Spinal Cord Injury and Seismic Building 11 ................................................................................... 0 49,600 49,600 
Perry Point, MD ............................................................................................................................. Replacement Community Living Center and Parking Expansion .................................................... 32,609 181,610 214,219 
El Paso, TX .................................................................................................................................... Construct New Health Care Center and Utility Plant ...................................................................... 0 59,200 59,200 
West Haven, CT ............................................................................................................................. New Surgical and Clinical Space Tower, Renovation of Buildings 1 and 2 and Demolition ........ 153,128 0 153,128 
Dallas, TX ...................................................................................................................................... Clinical Expansion for Mental Health, Expansion of Parking Facilities and Land Acquisition ...... 0 77,460 77,460 
St. Louis, MO ................................................................................................................................. Advance Planning and Design for new VA Medical Center ............................................................ 0 46,000 46,000 
West Los Angeles, CA ................................................................................................................... Seismic Correction of 12 Buildings ................................................................................................. 6,555 0 6,555 
Reno, NV ........................................................................................................................................ Replace VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System Medical Center .................................................... 41,055 0 41,055 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Advance Planning and Design Fund ................................................................................................ 196,872 46,140 243,012 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Asbestos ........................................................................................................................................... 8,000 0 8,000 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Construction & Facilities Management Staff .................................................................................. 153,000 0 153,000 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Hazardous Waste .............................................................................................................................. 1,000 0 1,000 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Judgement Fund ............................................................................................................................... 25,000 0 25,000 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Non-Departmental Federal Entity Project Management Support ..................................................... 112,000 0 112,000 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Seismic Corrections .......................................................................................................................... 110,000 0 110,000 

Subtotal, VHA ............................................................................................................................ ........................................................................................................................................................... 839,219 646,000 1,485,219 
National Cemetery Administration (NCA): 

St. Louis, MO ................................................................................................................................. Jefferson Barracks NC-Phase 1 Gravesite Development (New Land) ............................................. 28,800 0 28,000 
Tahoma, WA .................................................................................................................................. Tahoma NC-Gravesite Expansion ..................................................................................................... 78,200 0 78,200 
Various Stations ............................................................................................................................ Advance Planning and Design Fund ................................................................................................ 5,000 0 5,000 

Subtotal, NCA ........................................................................................................................... ........................................................................................................................................................... 112,000 0 112,000 
General Administration/Staff Offices: ............................................................................................... Department Advance Planning and Design Fund for Major Construction ...................................... 10,000 0 10,000 

Major Construction, Total ......................................................................................................... ........................................................................................................................................................... 961,219 646,000 1,607,219 

Community-Based Outpatient Clinic in Ala-
meda, California.—The Committees are con-
cerned about the status of the Alameda 
Point Community Based Outpatient Clinic 
project and reiterate the direction included 
in House Report 118–122 to provide monthly 
reports to the Committees on Appropriations 
of both Houses of Congress on the progress of 
the project. The bill contains a provision to 
allow for the execution of funds provided in 
prior fiscal years for Alameda. 

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS 
The agreement provides $692,000,000 for 

Construction, Minor Projects, which is 
$12,000,000 above the request. The agreement 
makes this funding available through fiscal 
year 2028, except that $80,000,000 is made 
available until expended. The agreement pro-
vides $346,150,000 for the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, $182,560,000 for the National 
Cemetery Administration, $62,070,000 for the 
Veterans Benefits Administration, and 
$101,220,000 for staff offices (including the Of-
fice of Information Technology). The agree-
ment directs the Department to provide an 
expenditure plan to the Committees no later 
than 30 days after enactment of this Act. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE 
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES 

The agreement provides $171,000,000 for 
Grants for Construction of State Extended 
Care Facilities, which is $7,000,000 above the 
request, to remain available until expended. 

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS 
CEMETERIES 

The agreement provides $60,000,000 for 
Grants for Construction of Veterans Ceme-
teries, to remain available until expended. 

COST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES FUND 
The Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund (the 

Fund) was established to support new costs 
related to providing veterans and their fami-
lies the benefits and care associated with the 
eligibility expansion included in the Hon-
oring our PACT Act of 2022 (Public Law 117– 
168). The agreement supports the appropria-
tions provided for fiscal years 2024 and 2025 
included in the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 
2023 (Public Law 118–5), and includes a provi-
sion with a new quarterly reporting require-
ment on the status of the Toxic Exposures 

Fund. Further, the Committees expect a con-
solidated section in future budget requests 
outlining the proposed spending from the 
Toxic Exposures Fund, consistent with re-
quirements in Public Law 117–168. 

The intent of the Fund is to address the 
costs associated with implementing the 
PACT Act, including additional future eligi-
bilities that result from the process changes 
enacted. This Fund is intended to be used to 
cover the costs of care and delivery of bene-
fits that are related to toxic exposure. The 
appropriations provided to this Fund supple-
ment VA’s ongoing efforts to provide toxic 
exposure-related healthcare or other benefits 
that VA had authority for prior to passage of 
the PACT Act. 

Kosovo Veterans Toxic Exposures.—The De-
partment is directed to submit a report to 
the Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress no later than 1 year after 
enactment of this Act on the timeline under 
which the Department plans to use the new 
rulemaking process to undertake a review of 
evidence related to toxic exposures, includ-
ing studies conducted by the Department of 
Defense, of veterans who served in Kosovo 
since June 1999. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF 

FUNDS) 
The agreement includes section 201 allow-

ing for the transfer of funds among the three 
mandatory accounts. 

The agreement includes section 202 allow-
ing for the transfer of funds among the four 
medical accounts. 

The agreement includes section 203 allow-
ing salaries and expenses funds to be used for 
the hire of passenger vehicles, lease of facili-
ties or land, and purchase of uniforms. 

The agreement includes section 204 re-
stricting the accounts that may be used for 
the acquisition of land or the construction of 
any new hospital or home. 

The agreement includes section 205 lim-
iting the use of funds in the Medical Services 
account only for entitled beneficiaries unless 
reimbursement is made to the Department. 

The agreement includes section 206 allow-
ing for the use of certain mandatory appro-
priations accounts for payment of prior year 
accrued obligations for those accounts. 

The agreement includes section 207 allow-
ing the use of appropriations available in 
this title to pay prior year obligations. 

The agreement includes section 208 allow-
ing the Department to use surplus earnings 
from the National Service Life Insurance 
Fund, the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance 
Fund, and the United States Government 
Life Insurance Fund to administer these pro-
grams. 

The agreement includes section 209 allow-
ing the Department to cover the administra-
tive expenses of enhanced-use leases and pro-
vides authority to obligate these reimburse-
ments until expended. 

The agreement includes section 210 lim-
iting the amount of reimbursement the Of-
fice of Resolution Management, Diversity 
and Inclusion, the Office of Employment Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication, and 
the Alternative Dispute Resolution function 
within the Office of Human Resources and 
Administration can charge other offices of 
the Department for services provided. 

The agreement includes section 211 requir-
ing the Department to collect third-party 
payer information for persons treated for a 
non-service-connected disability. 

The agreement includes section 212 allow-
ing for the use of enhanced-use leasing reve-
nues for Construction, Major Projects and 
Construction, Minor Projects. 

The agreement includes section 213 out-
lining authorized uses for Medical Services 
funds. 

The agreement includes section 214 allow-
ing for funds deposited into the Medical Care 
Collections Fund to be transferred to the 
Medical Services and Medical Community 
Care accounts. 

The agreement includes section 215 allow-
ing Alaskan veterans to use medical facili-
ties of the Indian Health Service or Tribal 
organizations. 

The agreement includes section 216 permit-
ting the transfer of funds from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Capital Asset Fund 
to the Construction, Major Projects and Con-
struction, Minor Projects accounts and 
makes those funds available until expended. 

The agreement includes section 217 requir-
ing the Secretary to submit financial status 
quarterly reports for the Department. The 
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specific data requested is similar to that re-
quested in the fiscal year 2017 conference re-
port. 

The agreement includes section 218 requir-
ing the Department to notify and receive ap-
proval from the Committees of any proposed 
transfer of funding to or from the Informa-
tion Technology Systems account and limits 
the aggregate annual increase in the account 
to no more than 10 percent of the funding ap-
propriated to the account in this Act. 

The agreement includes section 219 pro-
viding up to $430,532,000 of specified fiscal 
year 2024 funds for transfer to the Joint 
DOD-VA Medical Facility Demonstration 
Fund. 

The agreement includes section 220 which 
permits up to $456,547,000 of specified fiscal 
year 2024 medical care funding provided in 
advance to be transferred to the Joint DOD- 
VA Medical Facility Demonstration Fund. 

The agreement includes section 221 which 
authorizes transfers from the Medical Care 
Collections Fund to the Joint DOD-VA Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund. 

The agreement includes section 222 which 
transfers at least $15,000,000 from VA medical 
accounts to the DOD-VA Health Care Shar-
ing Incentive Fund. 

The agreement includes section 223 prohib-
iting funds from being used to replace the 
current system by which VISNs select and 
contract for diabetes monitoring supplies 
and equipment. 

The agreement includes section 224 requir-
ing that the Department notify the Commit-
tees of bid savings in a major construction 
project of at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent, 
whichever is less, 14 days prior to the obliga-
tion of the bid savings and describe their an-
ticipated use. 

The agreement includes section 225 which 
prohibits VA from increasing the scope of 
work for a major construction project above 
the scope specified in the original budget re-
quest unless the Secretary receives approval 
from the Committees. 

The agreement includes section 226 requir-
ing a quarterly report from each VBA re-
gional office on pending disability claims, 
both initial and supplemental; error rates; 
the number of claims processing personnel; 
corrective actions taken; training programs; 
and review team audit results. It also re-
quires a quarterly report on the number of 
appeals pending at the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration and the Board of Veterans Ap-
peals. 

The agreement includes section 227 requir-
ing VA to notify the Committees 15 days 
prior to any staff office relocations within 
VA of 25 or more full-time-equivalent staff. 

The agreement includes section 228 requir-
ing the Secretary to report to the Commit-
tees each quarter about any single national 
outreach and awareness marketing campaign 
exceeding $1,000,000. 

The agreement includes section 229 permit-
ting the transfer to the Medical Services ac-
count of fiscal year discretionary 2024 funds 
appropriated in this Act or available from 
advance fiscal year 2024 funds already appro-
priated, except for funds appropriated to 
General Operating Expenses, VBA, to address 
possible unmet, high priority needs in Med-
ical Services, upon approval of the Commit-
tees. 

The agreement includes section 230 permit-
ting the transfer of funding between the Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits 
Administration account and the Board of 
Veterans Appeals account upon approval of 
the Committees. 

The agreement includes section 231 prohib-
iting the Secretary from reprogramming 
funds in excess of $7,000,000 among the major 
construction projects or programs unless the 
reprogramming is approved by the Commit-
tees. 

The agreement includes section 232 main-
taining certain professional standards for 
the veterans crisis hotline and requiring a 
study to assess its effectiveness. 

The agreement includes section 233 prohib-
iting the use of funds, from the period Octo-
ber 1, 2018, through January 1, 2025, in con-
travention of VHA’s guidelines on breast 
cancer screening published on May 10, 2017. 

The agreement includes section 234 ad-
dressing the use of funding for assisted re-
productive technology treatment and adop-
tion reimbursement. 

The agreement includes section 235 prohib-
iting any funds being used in a manner that 
is inconsistent with statutory limitations on 
outsourcing. 

The agreement includes section 236 per-
taining to exceptions for Indian- or Native 
Hawaiian-owned businesses contracting with 
VA. 

The agreement includes section 237 direct-
ing the elimination of the use of social secu-
rity numbers in VA programs not later than 
September 30, 2024. 

The agreement includes section 238 ref-
erencing the provision in the 2017 Appropria-
tions Act pertaining to certification of mar-
riage and family therapists. 

The agreement includes section 239, which 
prohibits funds from being used to transfer 
funding from the Filipino Veterans Equity 
Compensation Fund to any other VA ac-
count. 

The agreement includes section 240 permit-
ting funding to be used in fiscal years 2024 
and 2025 to carry out and expand the child 
care pilot program authorized by section 205 
of Public Law 111–163. 

The agreement includes section 241 prohib-
iting VA from using funds to enter into an 
agreement to resolve a dispute or claim with 
an individual that would restrict the indi-
vidual from speaking to members of Con-
gress or their staff on any topic, except those 
required to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or the conduct of foreign af-
fairs. 

The agreement includes section 242 ref-
erencing language in the 2017 Appropriations 
Act requiring certain data to be included in 
budget justifications for major construction 
projects. 

The agreement includes section 243 prohib-
iting the use of funds to deny the Inspector 
General timely access to information unless 
a provision of law expressly refers to the In-
spector General and expressly limits such ac-
cess. 

The agreement includes section 244 prohib-
iting funding from being used in a manner 
that would increase wait times for veterans 
at medical facilities. 

The agreement includes section 245 prohib-
iting the use of funds in fiscal year 2024 to 
convert any program which received specific 
purpose funds in fiscal year 2023 to a general 
purpose-funded program without the ap-
proval of the Committees on Appropriations 
at least 30 days prior to any such action. 

The agreement includes section 246 ref-
erencing language in the 2017 Appropriations 
Act regarding the verification of service for 
coastwise merchant seamen. 

The agreement includes section 247 ad-
dressing animal research at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

The agreement includes section 248 requir-
ing the ratio of veterans to full-time employ-
ment equivalents in any rehabilitation pro-
gram not to exceed 125 veterans to one full- 
time employment equivalent. 

The agreement includes section 249 allow-
ing fiscal year 2024 and 2025 ‘‘Medical Com-
munity Care’’ funds to be used to cover obli-
gations that otherwise would be paid by the 
Veterans Choice Fund, if necessary. 

The agreement includes section 250 allow-
ing obligations and expenditures applicable 

to the ‘‘Medical Services’’ account in fiscal 
years 2017 through 2019 for aid to state homes 
to remain in the ‘‘Medical Community Care’’ 
account. 

The agreement includes section 251 speci-
fying $990,446,000 from the four medical care 
accounts for gender-specific care for women. 

The agreement includes section 252 allo-
cating funds from the ‘‘Recurring Expenses 
Transformational Fund’’ established in sec-
tion 243 of division J of Public Law 114–113. 

The agreement includes section 253 requir-
ing quarterly reports on the status of section 
8006 of the American Rescue Plan. 

The agreement includes section 254 requir-
ing an expenditure plan for funds made avail-
able through the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 
2023 (P.L. 118–5) for the Cost of War Toxic Ex-
posures Fund for fiscal year 2024. 

The agreement includes section 255 pro-
viding contributions from other Federal 
agencies to VA Non-Profit Corporations for 
research with an extended distribution au-
thority on valid obligations. 

The agreement includes section 256 re-
scinding unobligated balances. 

The agreement includes section 257 to 
limit funds from being used to close medical 
facilities. 

The agreement includes section 258 to 
allow use of unobligated balances to support 
construction projects in the CHIP-IN pro-
gram. 

The agreement includes section 259 re-
scinding unobligated balances. 

The agreement includes section 260 re-
scinding unobligated balances. 

The agreement includes section 261 requir-
ing funds transferred to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers for certain construction 
projects be returned. 

TITLE III 
RELATED AGENCIES 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $158,630,000 for Sal-
aries and Expenses of the American Battle 
Monuments Commission (ABMC). The funds 
will allow ABMC to not only maintain the 
cemeteries and monuments honoring Amer-
ica’s war dead, but also to preserve and com-
municate these veterans’ stories of courage 
and sacrifice. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT 
The agreement provides such sums as nec-

essary for the Foreign Currency Fluctua-
tions Account. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The agreement provides $47,200,000 for Sal-

aries and Expenses for the United States 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims 
(CAVC). The funding supports a planned ex-
pansion of CAVC’s authorization for addi-
tional judges, which will help address grow-
ing caseloads. 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL CEMETERIAL 

EXPENSES, ARMY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $99,880,000 for 
Cemeterial Expenses, Army—Salaries and 
Expenses. Within that amount, up to 
$15,000,000 in funding is available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026. 

CONSTRUCTION 
The agreement provides $88,600,000 for Con-

struction, for planning and design and con-
struction associated with Arlington National 
Cemetery’s Southern Expansion project. 
When completed, this project will provide 
approximately 80,000 additional burial oppor-
tunities to extend the life of the active cem-
etery into the 2060s. 
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ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME 

TRUST FUND 
The agreement provides a total of 

$77,000,000 for the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home (AFRH). This funding supports high- 
priority capital projects, particularly those 
currently under design, as well as operations 
and maintenance requirements. The agree-
ment requires AFRH to provide an expendi-
ture plan detailing the planned use of the 
funds provided for capital projects, as di-
rected in House Report 118–122. The agree-
ment also includes two-year availability of 
funds for operations and maintenance. 

Land Redevelopment.—In lieu of the report 
required under this heading in House Report 
118–122 regarding the AFRH’s previous land 
redevelopment plan, the Committees direct 
AFRH to provide a briefing not later than 60 
days after enactment of the Act on options 
for, and timelines associated with, the future 
use of the 80-acre master planned parcel, in-
cluding how such options will improve finan-
cial sustainability of AFRH while continuing 
to prioritize its responsibilities to its resi-
dents. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 
The agreement includes section 301 permit-

ting funds from concessions at Army Na-
tional Military Cemeteries to be used to sup-
port activities at the Cemeteries. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

The agreement includes section 401 prohib-
iting the obligation of funds in this Act be-
yond the current fiscal year unless expressly 
so provided. 

The agreement includes section 402 prohib-
iting the use of the funds in this Act for pro-
grams, projects, or activities not in compli-
ance with Federal law relating to risk as-

sessment, the protection of private property 
rights, or unfunded mandates. 

The agreement includes section 403 encour-
aging all departments and agencies funded in 
this Act to expand the use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’ 
technologies and procedures. 

The agreement includes section 404 speci-
fying the congressional committees that are 
to receive all reports and notifications. 

The agreement includes section 405 prohib-
iting the transfer of funds to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government without author-
ity from an appropriations Act. 

The agreement includes section 406 prohib-
iting the use of funds for a project or pro-
gram named for a serving Member, Delegate, 
or Resident Commissioner of the United 
States House of Representatives. 

The agreement includes section 407 requir-
ing all reports submitted to Congress to be 
posted on official web sites of the submitting 
agency. 

The agreement includes section 408 prohib-
iting the use of funds to establish or main-
tain a computer network unless such net-
work blocks the viewing, downloading, and 
exchanging of pornography, except for law 
enforcement investigation, prosecution, or 
adjudication activities. 

The agreement includes section 409 prohib-
iting the use of funds for the payment of 
first-class air travel by an employee of the 
executive branch. 

The agreement includes section 410 prohib-
iting the use of funds in this Act for any con-
tract where the contractor has not complied 
with E-Verify requirements. 

The agreement includes section 411 prohib-
iting the use of funds in this Act to con-
struct facilities on military installations 
that do not meet resiliency standards. 

The agreement includes section 412 prohib-
iting the use of funds in this Act for the ren-

ovation, expansion, or construction of any 
facility in the continental United States for 
the purpose of housing any individual who 
has been detained at the United States Naval 
Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

The agreement includes section 413 prohib-
iting the use of funds in this Act to report a 
veteran to the Department of Justice Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check 
System without a judicial determination. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-
GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 

Following is a list of congressional ear-
marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 
this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each House Member, Senator, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of juris-
diction for each item so identified. For each 
item, a Member is required to provide a cer-
tification that neither the Member nor the 
Member’s immediate family has a financial 
interest, and each Senator is required to pro-
vide a certification that neither the Senator 
nor the Senator’s immediate family has a pe-
cuniary interest in such congressionally di-
rected spending item. Neither the bill nor 
the explanatory statement contains any lim-
ited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as 
defined in the applicable House and Senate 
rules. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VETERANS 
AFFAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES 

[COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING/ 
CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING] 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1287 March 5, 2024 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT SUBMITTED 

BY MRS. MURRAY, CHAIR OF THE SEN-
ATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 
REGARDING H.R. 4366, CONSOLIDATED 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following is an explanation of the Con-

solidated Appropriations Act, 2024. 

DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-
TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTIVES 
The joint explanatory statement accom-

panying this division is approved and indi-
cates congressional intent. Unless otherwise 
noted, the language set forth in House Re-
port 118–124 and Senate Report 118–44 carries 
the same weight as language included in this 
joint explanatory statement and should be 
complied with unless specifically addressed 
to the contrary in this joint explanatory 
statement. While some language is repeated 
for emphasis, it is not intended to negate the 
language referred to above unless expressly 
provided herein. 

In cases in which the House or the Senate 
or this explanatory statement has directed 
the submission of a report, such report is to 
be submitted to both the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations no later than 
60 days after enactment of this Act, unless 
otherwise directed. 

Hereafter, in this Division of this state-
ment, the term ‘the Committees’ refers to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 

For the appropriations provided by this 
Act and previous Acts, the departments and 
agencies funded by this agreement are re-
minded that the Committees use the defini-
tions for transfer, reprogramming, and pro-
gram, project, and activity as defined by the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) in 
GAO–04–261SP Appropriations Law—Vol. I 
and GAO–05–734SP Budget Glossary. 

A transfer is the shifting of funds between 
appropriations. It applies to (1) transfers 
from one agency to another, (2) transfers 
from one account to another within the same 
agency, and (3) transfers to an interagency 
or intra-agency working fund. In each in-
stance, statutory authority is required. 

Reprogramming is the utilization of funds 
in an appropriation account for purposes 
other than those contemplated at the time of 
appropriation. It is the shifting of funds from 
one object to another within an appropria-
tion. 

A program, project, or activity (PPA) is an 
element within a budget account. PPAs are 
identified by reference to include the most 
specific level of budget items identified in 
the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food 
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Act, 2024, accompanying Committee re-
ports, explanatory statements, and budget 
justifications. Program activity structures 
are intended to provide a meaningful rep-
resentation of the operations financed by a 
specific budget account by project, activity, 
or organization. 

The agreement directs the Office of Budget 
and Program Analysis (OBPA) of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to pro-
vide an organizational chart for each agency 
funded by this Act to the division and sub-
division level, as appropriate, within 60 days 
of enactment of this Act. The agreement also 
directs the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) the Farm Credit Administration 
(FCA), and the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) to provide an organiza-
tional chart of each agency, respectively, to 
the division and subdivision level, as appro-
priate, within 60 days of enactment of this 
Act. 

Further, USDA, FDA, and CFTC should be 
mindful of Congressional authority to deter-
mine and set final funding levels for fiscal 
year 2025. Therefore, the agencies should not 
presuppose program funding outcomes and 
prematurely initiate action to redirect staff-
ing prior to knowing final outcomes on fiscal 
year 2025 program funding. The agreement 
directs OBPA to provide the Committees 
with the number of staff years and employ-
ees on board for each agency funded by this 
Act on a monthly basis. 

This agreement provides funding for Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending. The bill includes language 
in each account with such spending that the 
funding ‘‘shall be for the purposes, and in the 
amounts, specified for [the relevant account] 
in the table titled ‘Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending’ 
in the explanatory statement described in 
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A 
of this consolidated Act).’’ 

TITLE I 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $58,292,000 for the 

Office of the Secretary. 
The agreement directs the Secretary with-

in 60 days of enactment of this Act to pro-
vide an IT modernization plan that acceler-
ates the continued implementation and ex-
pansion of the Farmers.gov system using the 
Enterprise Data Analytics Platform and 
Toolset (EDAPT) to enable USDA customers 
to: (1) view their information, complete 
transactions, quickly review the status, and 
update tabular customer information; (2) 
submit applications for Farm Production 
and Conservation (FPAC) programs and re-
ceive program payments for all USDA farm 
programs; (3) to complete their own applica-
tions, including electronic signatures and 
submissions, for all farm programs that re-
quire direct application; (4) enable electronic 
income reporting between USDA and the In-
ternal Revenue Service; and (5) access and 
manage acreage reporting, farm records 
mapping, and farm records information with-
in Farmers.gov. The agreement further di-
rects the FPAC Business Center to provide a 
roadmap for systems to make customer in-
formation available within Farmers.gov and 
EDAPT including, but not limited to, the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage programs, the Dairy Margin Cov-
erage program, and the Farm Service Agency 
Emergency Relief Program. 

The agreement makes the Secretary of Ag-
riculture a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United States 
(CFIUS) with respect to covered transactions 
involving agricultural land, biotechnology, 
and industry. The agreement requires the 
Secretary to notify CFIUS of agricultural 
land transactions reported under the Agri-
cultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 
(AFIDA) that may pose a risk to national se-
curity. For these purposes, the agreement 
provides a $2,500,000 increase in the Office of 
Homeland Security for CFIUS reviews and a 
$1,000,000 increase in the Farm Production 
and Conservation Business Center to im-
prove AFIDA reporting. 

The agreement also provides $6,000,000, to 
be divided equally, to continue the Institute 
for Rural Partnerships at established land- 
grant universities, which were originally 
funded in fiscal year 2022. 

The agreement includes a provision (Sec-
tion 773) noting that the National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) was tasked with providing findings 
and recommendations for alcohol consump-

tion for inclusion in the 2025 Dietary Guide-
lines for Americans (DGA), and that such 
findings and recommendations shall be sole-
ly based on the preponderance of scientific 
and medical knowledge. The agreement 
therefore directs the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to ensure that any rec-
ommendations related to alcohol consump-
tion in the 2025 DGA that deviate from the 
2020 DGA must be based upon peer reviewed, 
scientific, and medical knowledge and that 
such review was the result of a transparent 
process by any federal entity that may have 
been involved. 

The agreement directs the Department to 
submit a report to the Committees no later 
than 90 days after enactment of this Act, de-
scribing a plan for improving staffing at the 
Farm Service Agency, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and the Rural Devel-
opment mission area at the county and area 
levels, including recommendations for ac-
tions that Congress may take. The agree-
ment further directs the Secretary to 
prioritize hiring of these positions outside 
the National Capital Region. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
(Dollars in thousands) 

Office of the Secretary ............................................................... $7,000 
Office of Homeland Security ...................................................... 1,896 
Office of Tribal Relations .......................................................... 5,190 
Office of Partnerships and Public Engagement ........................ 7,500 
Office of Assistant Secretary for Administration ...................... 1,706 
Departmental Administration ..................................................... 23,500 
Office of Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations and 

Intergovernmental Affairs ...................................................... 4,500 
Office of Communications ......................................................... 7,000 

Total, Office of the Secretary ........................................... $58,292 

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST 

The agreement provides $30,500,000 for the 
Office of the Chief Economist. 

The agreement provides $10,000,000 for pol-
icy research under 7 U.S.C. 3155. Of the 
amount provided for policy research activi-
ties, $2,000,000 shall be used to establish a 
new center based at an upper Midwest land- 
grant university focused on agricultural pol-
icy relevant to the region, including crop in-
surance, livestock risk management, and 
disaster programs. The remaining $8,000,000 
shall be provided in a manner consistent 
with fiscal year 2023 funding. 

The agreement also provides a $300,000 in-
crease for the Office of Pest Management 
Policy to continue advocating on behalf of 
U.S. agricultural producers for science-based 
pesticide policy with EPA and other Federal 
pesticide policymakers. 

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 
The agreement provides $16,703,000 for the 

Office of Hearings and Appeals. 
OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS 
The agreement provides $14,967,000 for the 

Office of Budget and Program Analysis. 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER 
The agreement provides $91,000,000 for the 

Office of the Chief Information Officer, of 
which not less than $77,428,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the Department. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
The agreement provides $6,867,000 for the 

Office of the Chief Financial Officer. 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
The agreement provides $1,466,000 for the 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
The agreement provides $37,000,000 for the 

Office of Civil Rights. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1288 March 5, 2024 
AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $22,603,000 for Ag-

riculture Buildings and Facilities. 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $3,000,000 for Haz-

ardous Materials Management. 
OFFICE OF SAFETY, SECURITY, AND 

PROTECTION 
The agreement provides $20,800,000 for the 

Office of Safety, Security, and Protection. 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The agreement provides $111,561,000 for the 
Office of Inspector General. 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL 
The agreement provides $60,537,000 for the 

Office of the General Counsel (OGC). 
The agreement includes bill language that 

allows OGC to accept funds from other USDA 
agencies to facilitate OGC’s timely consider-
ation of matters from those agencies. The 
agreement directs OGC to brief the Commit-
tees before using this authority for the first 
time and as requested thereafter. 

OFFICE OF ETHICS 
The agreement provides $4,500,000 for the 

Office of Ethics. 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS 

The agreement provides $1,884,000 for the 
Office of the Under Secretary for Research, 
Education, and Economics. 

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE 
The agreement provides $90,612,000 for the 

Economic Research Service (ERS). 
The agreement directs ERS to provide the 

Committees with a report that evaluates ac-
tionable avenues for improving the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) retailer 
and recipient participation to help address 
disparities in retailer participation between 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) and WIC programs, geographic 
differences in access to local WIC agencies, 
and other state and local WIC agency dif-
ferences in program administration. 
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

The agreement provides $187,513,000 for the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS), of which $46,850,000 is for the Census 
of Agriculture. 

The agreement directs NASS to continue 
its ongoing activities at the frequency levels 
assumed in fiscal year 2023, including barley 
acreage and production estimates; the Bee 
and Honey Program; the Chemical Use Data 
Series; the Floriculture Crops Report; Fruit 
and Vegetable Reports, including in-season 
forecasts for non-citrus fruit and tree nut 
crops such as pecans; the Cost of Pollination 
survey; and the organic data initiative. The 
agreement further directs NASS to conduct 
the Census of Aquaculture in fiscal year 2024. 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $1,788,063,000 for 
the Agricultural Research Service (ARS), 
Salaries and Expenses. 

The agreement expects extramural and in-
tramural research to be funded at no less 
than the fiscal year 2023 levels. The agree-
ment provides funding increases for 6PPD; 
Aflatoxin Mitigation; Agricultural Data Se-
curity; Agrivoltaics; AgTech Cooperative 
Agreements; Alternative Protein Research; 
BARD; the Barley Pest Initiative; Catfish 
Aquaculture; Citrus Breeding; the Controlled 
Environment Ag Program; Cover Crops; 
Cranberry Research; Daily High-Resolution 
Imaging; East Coast Shellfish Breeding; Fu-

migant Alternatives Research; Genetic Oat 
Research; Grape Genetics; Greenhouse Tech-
nology; Healthy Soils in Semi-Arid Loca-
tions Research; Human Nutrition Research; 
Little Cherry Disease; LTAR; Machine 
Learning and Electromagnetic Sensors Re-
search; Nematodes; Onion Breeding; Peanut 
Genomics; Peanut Nutrition; Pecan Genet-
ics; Pecan Processing; PFAS Center of Excel-
lence; Precision Aquaculture; Predictive 
Crop Performance; Post-Harvest Control of 
Plant Diseases; Pulse Crop Quality; Range-
land Research; Recirculating Aquaculture 
Systems Research; Resilient Livestock; 
Small Fruits; Soil Health Research; Spray 
Drone Research; Strawberry Production; 
Sugarcane Variety Development; Sustain-
able Aquaculture; Sustainable Specialty 
Crops; Water Quality Management Systems; 
the Wheat Resilience Initiative; Wildfire 
Smoke Taint; and the Wind Erosion Re-
search Network. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
The agreement provides $57,164,000 for ARS 

Buildings and Facilities. 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

The agreement provides $1,075,950,000 for 
the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture (NIFA), Research and Education Ac-
tivities. 

The agreement directs NIFA to brief the 
Committees on efforts to combat citrus 
greening and collaboration with the HLB- 
MAC group. 

The agreement remains concerned about 
rising cybersecurity threats to our nation’s 
agricultural systems. The agreement directs 
the Secretary to report to the Committees 
on potential areas of collaboration between 
the Department, land-grant institutions, and 
other Federal agencies to strengthen the 
food and agriculture supply chain’s resil-
iency to cyber threats from foreign adver-
saries. 

The following table reflects the agreement: 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Hatch Act .............................................. 7 U.S.C. 361a–i .... $265,000 
McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry 

Act.
16 U.S.C. 582a 

through a–7.
38,000 

Research at 1890 Institutions (Evans- 
Allen Program).

7 U.S.C. 3222 ....... 89,000 

Payments to the 1994 Institutions ....... 7 U.S.C. 301 note 7,000 
Education Grants for 1890 Institutions 7 U.S.C. 3152(b) ... 30,000 
Scholarships at 1890 Institutions ........ 7 U.S.C. 3222a ..... 10,000 
Centers of Excellence at 1890 Institu-

tions.
7 U.S.C. 5926(d) ... 10,000 

Education Grants for Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions.

7 U.S.C. 3241 ....... 16,000 

Education Grants for Alaska Native 
and Native Hawaiian-Serving Insti-
tutions.

7 U.S.C. 3156 ....... 5,000 

Research Grants for 1994 Institutions 7 U.S.C. 301 note 5,000 
Capacity Building for Non Land-Grant 

Colleges of Agriculture.
7 U.S.C. 3319i ...... 6,000 

New Beginning for Tribal Students ...... 7 U.S.C. 3222e ...... 5,000 
Grants for Insular Areas ....................... 7 U.S.C. 3222b–2, 

3362 and 3363.
2,000 

Agriculture and Food Research Initia-
tive.

7 U.S.C. 3157 ....... 445,200 

Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment ... 7 U.S.C. 3151a ..... 10,000 
Veterinary Services Grant Program ....... 7 U.S.C. 3151b ..... 4,000 
Continuing Animal Health and Disease 

Research Program.
7 U.S.C. 3151a ..... 4,000 

Supplemental and Alternative Crops .... 7 U.S.C. 3319d ..... 2,000 
Multicultural Scholars, Graduate Fel-

lowship and Institution Challenge 
Grants.

7 U.S.C. 3152(b) ... 10,000 

Secondary and 2-year Post-Secondary 
Education.

7 U.S.C. 3152(j) .... 750 

Aquaculture Centers .............................. 7 U.S.C. 3322 ....... 5,000 
Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education.
7 U.S.C. 5811, 

5812, 5831, and 
5832.

48,000 

Farm Business Management ................ 7 U.S.C. 5925f ...... 2,000 
Sun Grant Program ............................... 7 U.S.C. 8114 ....... 3,000 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES—Continued 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Research Equipment Grants ................. 7 U.S.C. 3310a ..... 5,000 
Alfalfa Seed and Alfalfa Forage Sys-

tems Research Program.
7 U.S.C. 5925 ....... 4,000 

Minor Crop Pest Management (IR–4) ... 7 U.S.C. 450i(e) .... 15,000 
Agricultural Genome to Phenome Initia-

tive.
7 U.S.C. 5924 ....... 2,000 

Laying Hen and Turkey Research Pro-
gram.

7 U.S.C. 5925 ....... 500 

Open Data Standards for Neutral Data 
Repositories.

Sec. 757 of Divi-
sion A of P.L. 
117–103.

1,000 

Research Facilities Act ......................... 7 U.S.C. 390 et 
seq.

1,000 

Special Research Grants: ...................... 7 U.S.C. 450i(c).
Global Change/UV Monitoring ...... ............................... 1,000 
Potato Research ........................... ............................... 4,000 
Aquaculture Research .................. ............................... 2,000 

Total, Special Research 
Grants.

............................... 7,000 

Necessary Expenses of Research and 
Education Activities: 

Grants Management System ................. ............................... 7,000 
Federal Administration—Other Nec-

essary Expenses for Research and 
Education Activities.

............................... 11,500 

Total, Necessary Expenses .. ............................... 18,500 

Total, Research and Edu-
cation Activities.

............................... $1,075,950 

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT 
FUND 

The agreement provides $11,880,000 for the 
Native American Institutions Endowment 
Fund. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

The agreement provides $561,700,000 for 
NIFA, Extension Activities. 

The agreement directs NIFA to brief the 
Committees on the distribution of extension 
resources to minority, socially disadvan-
taged, and Tribal communities. 

The following table reflects the agreement: 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Smith-Lever, Section 3(b) and (c) pro-
grams and Cooperative Extension.

7 U.S.C. 343(b) 
and (c) and 
208(c) of P.L. 
93–471.

$325,000 

Extension Services at 1890 Institutions 7 U.S.C. 3221 ....... 72,000 
Extension Services at 1994 Institutions 7 U.S.C. 343(b)(3) 11,000 
Facility Improvements at 1890 Institu-

tions.
7 U.S.C. 3222b ..... 21,500 

Renewable Resources Extension Act .... 16 U.S.C. 1671 et 
seq.

4,000 

Rural Health and Safety Education 
Programs.

7 U.S.C. 26621(i) .. 4,000 

Food Animal Residue Avoidance Data-
base Program.

7 U.S.C. 7642 ....... 2,000 

Women and Minorities in STEM Fields 7 U.S.C. 5925 ....... 2,000 
Food Safety Outreach Program ............. 7 U.S.C. 7625 ....... 10,000 
Food & Ag Service Learning ................. 7 U.S.C. 7633 ....... 1,000 
Farmer Stress Assistance Network ....... 7 U.S.C. 5936 ....... 10,000 
Enhancing Ag Opportunities for Vet-

erans (AgVets).
Smith-Lever, Section 3(d): .................... 7 U.S.C. 343(d) ..... 3,000 

Food and Nutrition Education ...... ............................... 70,000 
Farm Safety and Youth Farm 

Safety Education Programs.
............................... 5,000 

New Technologies for Agricultural 
Extension.

............................... 1,600 

Children, Youth, and Families at 
Risk.

............................... 8,000 

Federally Recognized Tribes Ex-
tension Program.

............................... 4,000 

Total, Section 3(d) .............. ............................... 88,600 
Necessary Expenses of Extension Ac-

tivities: 
Agriculture in the K–12 Classroom ...... 7 U.S.C. 3152(j) .... 500 
Federal Administration—Other Nec-

essary Expenses for Extension Ac-
tivities.

............................... 7,100 

Total, Necessary Expenses .. ............................... 7,600 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1289 March 5, 2024 
Administrative Funds:.

Commodity Purchase Support ................................. 37,178 
Marketing Agreements and Orders ......................... 21,501 

Total, Administrative Funds ........................... 58,679 

Total Obligations ............................................ $1,518,081 

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS 

The agreement provides $1,000,000 for Pay-
ments to States and Possessions. 

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING 
SERVICES EXPENSES 

The agreement includes a limitation on in-
spection and weighing services expenses of 
$55,000,000. 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD 
SAFETY 

The agreement provides $1,117,000 for the 
Office of the Under Secretary for Food Safe-
ty. 

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE 

The agreement provides $1,190,009,000 for 
the Food Safety and Inspection Service 
(FSIS). This amount includes up to $1,000,000 
for the inspection of wild caught invasive 
species in the order Siluriformes and family 
Ictaluridae, including blue catfish in the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

The agreement reaffirms the safety of both 
farm-raised and wild-caught catfish subject 
to FSIS inspection. 

The following table reflects the agreement: 

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE 
(Dollars in thousands) 

Federal ............................................................................. $1,066,390 
State ................................................................................. 67,462 
International ..................................................................... 20,885 
Public Health Data Communications Infrastructure Sys-

tem .............................................................................. 35,272 

Total, Food Safety and Inspection Service ............. $1,190,009 

TITLE II 

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 
PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM 
PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 

The agreement provides $1,527,000 for the 
Office of the Under Secretary for Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation. 

USDA requires producers and landowners 
to obtain a farm and tract number to partici-
pate in certain USDA programs. This re-
quirement creates a barrier for some land-
owners, particularly those with heirs’ prop-
erty issues, who cannot enroll in these pro-
grams because they do not have—and have 
not been able to get—a farm and tract num-
ber. USDA is directed to submit a proposal 
to the Committees immediately that will 
allow these landowners to participate, while 
still maintaining a record that uniquely 
identifies participating landowners that will 
serve as an alternative means to achieve the 
purposes of the farm and tract number proc-
ess. 

The agreement is concerned with the De-
partment’s implementation of the Emer-
gency Relief Program, 2022. The agreement 
expects the Department to carry out pro-
grams in a manner consistent with Congres-
sional intent and in consultation with the 
Committees. 

The agreement directs the Secretary to ex-
plore all options to assist aquaculture pro-
ducers impacted by severe weather, includ-
ing exercising the authority under Section 
1501(d) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 to in-
clude drought as adverse weather for Farm- 
Raised Fish under the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP). 

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION 
BUSINESS CENTER 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $244,183,000 for the 
Farm Production and Conservation Business 
Center. In addition, $60,228,000 is transferred 
from the CCC. 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $1,209,307,000 for 

Farm Service Agency, Salaries and Ex-
penses. 

The agreement notes that recent droughts 
have contributed to a dramatic increase in 
southern pine beetle infestations. The agree-
ment is concerned about the severity of ob-
served tree mortality, as well as the eco-
nomic and ecological challenges posed to pri-
vate forest landowners. The agreement em-
phasizes that the Emergency Forest Restora-
tion Program (EFRP) was established to as-
sist landowners impacted by natural disas-
ters (including drought and insect infesta-
tions), and that previously appropriated 
funds are currently available to operate the 
program in fiscal year 2024. Of the unobli-
gated balances available for EFRP, FSA is 
encouraged to address assistance to land-
owners impacted by southern pine beetle 
outbreaks in counties designated by USDA 
as primary natural disaster areas due to 
drought in the fourth quarter of fiscal year 
2023 or first quarter of fiscal year 2024. The 
agreement urges the FSA National Office to 
work in coordination with the U.S. Forest 
Service and state forestry agencies to expe-
dite the delivery of program assistance to 
landowners in areas impacted by drought 
and insect infestation. 

In including, under the Further Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 
2024 (P.L. 118–22), the same formula used for 
supplemental dairy margin coverage (DMC) 
in Title I of the Agricultural Act of 2014 as 
an adjustment to production history for 
dairy margin coverage, Congress intended for 
the Secretary to administer without inter-
ruption such supplemental or adjusted cov-
erage and to fulfill any contractual obliga-
tion of the Department to a dairy that paid 
a premium based on a full calendar year of 
coverage. Therefore, the agreement asserts 
that the Secretary had uninterrupted au-
thority to make payments to participating 
dairies with which the Department was 
under a contract during any month of cal-
endar year 2023 and to continue to address 
errors, omissions, and appeals from dairy op-
erations arising out of the Supplemental 
DMC program. 

The following table reflects the agreement: 
(Dollars in thousands) 

Salaries and expenses ............................................................... $1,209,307 
Transfer from ACIF ................................................................ 305,803 

Total, FSA Salaries and expenses .................................... $1,515,110 

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS 
The agreement provides $6,500,000 for State 

Mediation Grants. 
GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 

PROGRAM 
The agreement provides $7,000,000 for the 

Grassroots Source Water Protection Pro-
gram. 

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides such sums as may 
be necessary for the Dairy Indemnity Pro-
gram. 

GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS 
AND RANCHERS 

The agreement provides $3,500,000 for the 
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Pay-

ment Program for Geographically Disadvan-
taged Farmers and Ranchers. 

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $10,685,584,000 for 

the Agricultural Credit Insurance Fund 
(ACIF) program account. 

The following table reflects the agreement: 
(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan Authorizations: 
Farm Ownership Loans: 

Guaranteed ............................................................................ $3,500,000 
Direct ..................................................................................... 3,100,000 

Subtotal, Farm Ownership Loans .......................................... 6,600,000 
Farm Operating Loans: 

Unsubsidized Guaranteed ...................................................... 2,118,491 
Direct ..................................................................................... 1,633,000 

Subtotal, Farm Operating Loans ........................................... 3,751,491 
Emergency Loans ....................................................................... 37,667 
Indian Tribe Land Acquisition Loans ......................................... 20,000 
Conservation Loans-Guaranteed ................................................ 150,000 
Relending Program .................................................................... 61,426 
Indian Highly Fractionated Land ............................................... 5,000 
Boll Weevil Eradication .............................................................. 60,000 

Total, Loan Authorizations ................................................ 10,685,584 
Loan Subsidies: 
Farm Operating Loan Subsidies: 

Direct ..................................................................................... 27,598 
Unsubsidized Guaranteed ...................................................... 1,483 

Subtotal, Farm Operating Subsidies ..................................... 29,081 
Emergency Loans ....................................................................... 3,507 
Relending Program .................................................................... 19,368 
Indian Highly Fractionated Land ............................................... 1,577 
Boll Weevil Eradication Loans ................................................... 258 

Total, Loan Subsidies ....................................................... 53,791 
ACIF Expenses: 

Salaries and Expenses .......................................................... 305,803 
Administrative Expenses ....................................................... 20,250 

Total, ACIF Expenses ......................................................... $326,053 

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $65,637,000 for Risk 
Management Agency (RMA), Salaries and 
Expenses. 

The agreement notes the importance of 
viable crop insurance policies to sugarcane 
growers in the Rio Grande Valley. The agree-
ment expects RMA to ensure consistent and 
fair application of policy requirements by 
Approved Insurance Providers, including on 
water requirements on irrigated policies. 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

CONSERVATION OPERATIONS 
The agreement provides $914,899,000 for 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Conservation Operations. 

The agreement provides $14,751,000 for the 
Snow Survey and Water Forecasting Pro-
gram; $10,751,000 for the Plant Materials Cen-
ters; $86,757,000 for the Soil Surveys Pro-
gram; and $773,495,000 for Conservation Tech-
nical Assistance, of which $10,000,000 is for 
the Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative 
and $1,000,000 is for Phragmite control. The 
agreement does not provide funding for con-
servation equity agreements. The agreement 
also includes $3,000,000 for a cost-share pro-
gram for the construction and repair of pe-
rimeter fencing and $7,000,000 for the Office 
of Urban Agriculture. 

To better support historically underserved 
producers, the agreement encourages NRCS 
to hire staff fluent in non-English languages, 
experienced in Traditional Ecological Knowl-
edge (TEK)-based practices, and familiar 
with a range of operation types and business 
structures. 

WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION 
OPERATIONS 

The agreement provides $35,000,000 for Wa-
tershed and Flood Prevention Operations 
(WFPO). 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1290 March 5, 2024 
WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $1,000,000 for the 
Watershed Rehabilitation Program. 

CORPORATIONS 
FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND 

The agreement provides such sums as may 
be necessary for the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation Fund. 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND 
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides such sums as may 

be necessary for Reimbursement for Net Re-
alized Losses of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 
(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES) 

The agreement provides a limitation of 
$15,000,000 for Hazardous Waste Management. 

TITLE III 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

The agreement provides $1,620,000 for the 
Office of the Under Secretary for Rural De-
velopment. The agreement notes that careful 
consideration was given to unobligated bal-
ances in determining the levels provided in 
this title. 

The agreement encourages Rural Develop-
ment (RD) to prioritize proposals for the 
Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion Pro-
gram that support the processing of invasive 
wild-caught catfish. 

The agreement requests the Department 
explore options to streamline and coordinate 
existing Federal programs serving border 
colonias and farmworkers, including hous-
ing, healthcare, water infrastructure, and 
broadband programs, including consideration 
of establishing an ‘Office of Colonias and 
Farmworker Initiatives’. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $801,079,000 for Sal-

aries and Expenses of Rural Development, in-
cluding a direct appropriation of $351,087,000. 

The agreement continues to provide fund-
ing to update or retire legacy systems and 
directs USDA to submit quarterly updates 
on IT improvements. 

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides a total budget au-
thority of $572,184,000 for activities under the 
Rural Housing Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count. 

The following table indicates loan, subsidy, 
and grant levels provided by the agreement: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan authorizations: 
Single family housing (sec. 502) 

Direct ..................................................................................... $880,000 
Single Family Relending Demonstration ............................... 5,000 
Unsubsidized guaranteed ...................................................... 25,000,000 

Housing repair (sec. 504) .......................................................... 25,000 
Rental housing (sec. 515) ......................................................... 60,000 
Multi-family guaranteed (sec. 538) .......................................... 400,000 
Site development loans (sec. 524) ............................................ 5,000 
Credit sales of acquired property .............................................. 10,000 
Self-help housing land development (sec. 523) ....................... 5,000 
Farm labor housing ................................................................... 15,000 

Total, Loan authorizations ................................................ $26,405,000 
Loan subsidies, grants & administrative expenses: 
Single family housing (sec. 502) 

Direct ..................................................................................... $84,480 
Single Family Relending Demonstration ............................... 2,288 

Housing repair (sec. 504) .......................................................... 4,338 
Rental housing (sec. 515) ......................................................... 20,988 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Multifamily Housing Revitalization ............................................ 34,000 
Farm labor housing (sec. 514) .................................................. 5,222 
Site development loans (sec. 524) ............................................ 477 
Self-help land development (sec. 523) ..................................... 637 

Total, loan subsidies ........................................................ 152,430 
Farm labor housing grants ........................................................ 7,500 

Total, loan subsidies and grants ..................................... 159,930 
Administrative expenses (transfer to RD) ................................. 412,254 

Total, Loan subsidies, grants, and administrative ex-
penses .......................................................................... $572,184 

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The agreement provides $1,608,000,000 for 

the Rental Assistance Program. 
The agreement accepts the Department’s 

proposal to decouple the Rental Assistance 
Program from Section 515 direct loans. This 
strategy should only be used when all other 
methods of preservation are exhausted and 
should prioritize properties that are near 
maturity. In implementing this policy, the 
agreement directs the Department to have 
strong stakeholder engagement and to pro-
vide the Committees with monthly updates 
on the implementation of this policy. 

RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER ACCOUNT 
The agreement provides $48,000,000 for the 

Rural Housing Voucher Account. 
MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS 

The agreement provides $25,000,000 for Mu-
tual and Self-Help Housing Grants. 

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
The agreement provides $35,000,000 for 

Rural Housing Assistance Grants. 
The following table reflects the grant lev-

els provided by the agreement: 
(Dollars in thousands) 

Very low income housing repair grants .................................... $25,000 
Housing preservation grants ..................................................... 10,000 

Total, grant program ........................................................ $35,000 

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $18,000,000 for the 

Rural Community Facilities Program Ac-
count. Section 778 provides $505,023,927 for 
Community Project Funding/Congressionally 
Directed Spending for Community Facilities 
projects. 

The agreement directs the Department to 
submit a report to the Committees of all di-
rect loans where there was a completed fa-
vorable analysis for eligibility but that were 
subsequently determined to be ineligible due 
to population calculation changes or other 
modeling errors, including a description of 
actions taken by the Department to mini-
mize disruption to community planning ini-
tiatives and prevent future inaccurate deter-
minations. 

The following table reflects the loan, sub-
sidy, and grant amounts provided by the 
agreement: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan authorizations: 
CF direct loans ...................................................................... $2,800,000 
CF guaranteed loans ............................................................. 650,000 

Loan subsidies and grants: 
CF grants ............................................................................... 5,000 
Rural Community Development Initiative ............................. 5,000 
Tribal college grants ............................................................. 8,000 

Total, subsidy and grants ................................................ $18,000 

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE 
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $66,615,000 for the 

Rural Business Program Account. The agree-

ment provides $1,600,000,000 in loan authority 
for the Business and Industry Guaranteed 
Loan Program. The agreement provides 
$500,000 for transportation technical assist-
ance and provides $4,000,000 for grants to ben-
efit Federally Recognized Native American 
Tribes, of which $250,000 shall be used to con-
tinue the American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive passenger transportation development 
and assistance initiative. 

An additional $9,465,000 is provided in Sec-
tion 780 for Rural Business Development 
Grants. 

The following table reflects the loan, sub-
sidy, and grant levels provided by the agree-
ment: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan level: 
Business and industry guaranteed loans ............................. $1,600,000 

Loan subsidy and grants: 
Business and industry guaranteed loans ............................. 38,080 
Rural business development grants ..................................... 20,535 
Delta Regional Authority/ARC/NBRC/SWBRC ......................... 8,000 

Total, Rural Business Program subsidy and grants ........ $66,615 

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND 
ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $7,503,000 for the 

Intermediary Relending Program Fund Ac-
count. 

The following table reflects the loan and 
subsidy levels provided by the agreement: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan level: 
Estimated loan level ............................................................. $10,000 

Subsidies and administrative expenses: 
Direct loan subsidy level ....................................................... 3,035 
Administrative Expenses ....................................................... 4,468 

Subtotal, subsidies and administrative expenses ................ $7,503 

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides $50,000,000 in loan 
authority for the Rural Economic Develop-
ment Loans Program Account. 

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 
The agreement provides $24,600,000 for 

Rural Cooperative Development Grants. Of 
amounts made available, $13,000,000 is for the 
Value-Added Producer Grant Program and 
$2,800,000 is for the Appropriate Technology 
Transfer for Rural Areas Program. 

RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $5,000,000 for the 
Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Pro-
gram. 

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
The agreement provides $50,000,000 in loan 

authority for the Rural Energy for America 
Program. 

HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE 
The agreement provides $500,000 for the 

Healthy Food Financing Initiative and notes 
that additional funding was provided for this 
program through the American Rescue Plan 
Act. 

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE 
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $595,972,000 for the 
Rural Utilities Service Rural Water and 
Waste Disposal Program Account. 

The following table reflects the loan, sub-
sidy, and grant levels provided by the agree-
ment: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan authorizations: 
Water and waste direct loans ..................................... $860,000 
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(Dollars in thousands) 

Water and waste guaranteed loans ............................ 50,000 
Subsidies and grants: 

Water and waste direct loan subsidy ......................... 73,670 
Water and waste revolving fund ................................. 1,000 
Water well system grants ........................................... 5,000 
Grants for Colonias, Native Americans, and Alaska 

Native Villages ........................................................ 65,000 
Water and waste technical assistance grants ........... 35,000 
Circuit Rider program ................................................. 21,817 
Solid waste management grants ................................ 4,000 
High energy cost grants .............................................. 8,000 
Water and waste disposal grants ............................... 255,000 
Community Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 

Spending ................................................................. 117,485 
306A(i)(2) grants ......................................................... 10,000 

Total, subsidies and grants ................................... $595,972 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $42,568,000 for ac-
tivities under the Rural Electrification and 
Telecommunications Loans Program Ac-
count. 

The following table indicates loan and sub-
sidy levels provided by the agreement: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Loan authorizations: 
Electric: 

Direct, FFB ................................................................... $2,167,000 
Direct, Treasury ........................................................... 4,333,000 
Guaranteed underwriting ............................................. 900,000 
Rural Energy Savings Program ................................... 20,000 

Subtotal, electric ......................................................... 7,420,000 
Telecommunications: 

Direct, treasury rate .................................................... 550,000 
Loan subsidy: 

Direct, treasury rate .................................................... 5,720 
Rural Energy Savings Program ................................... 3,578 

Administrative expenses .................................................. 33,270 

Total, budget authority ........................................... $42,568 

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND 
BROADBAND PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $169,959,000 for the 
Distance Learning, Telemedicine, and 
Broadband Program. 

The following table reflects the loan, sub-
sidy, and grant levels provided by the agree-
ment: 

(Dollars in thousands) 

Subsidy and grants: 
Distance learning and telemedicine grants ............... $40,000 
DLT Community Project Funding/Congressionally Di-

rected Spending ...................................................... 9,574 
Broadband ReConnect Loans and Grants ................... 90,000 
ReConnect Community Project Funding/Congression-

ally Directed Spending ............................................ 10,385 
Broadband telecommunications program: 

Community Connect Grants ........................................ 20,000 

Total, subsidies and grants ................................... $169,959 

TITLE IV 
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, 
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES 

The agreement provides $1,127,000 for the 
Office of the Under Secretary for Food, Nu-
trition, and Consumer Services. 

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE 
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $33,266,226,000 for 

Child Nutrition Programs. 
The agreement is concerned that USDA’s 

Thrifty Food Plan adjustment for Hawaii 
omits the price of food in rural and remote 
regions of the state. The agreement encour-
ages USDA to review the adjustment and in-
clude the price of food throughout the state 
of Hawaii. 

The agreement provides the following for 
Child Nutrition Programs: 

TOTAL OBLIGATIONAL AUTHORITY 
(Dollars in thousands) 

School lunch program ............................................................ $16,625,141 
School breakfast program ..................................................... 6,140,966 
Child and adult care food program ...................................... 4,244,181 
Summer food service program .............................................. 859,291 
Summer EBT Benefits ............................................................ 2,522,000 
Special milk program ............................................................ 6,651 
State administrative expenses .............................................. 743,591 
Commodity procurement ........................................................ 1,948,518 
Team Nutrition ....................................................................... 18,004 
Food safety education ............................................................ 4,196 
Coordinated review ................................................................ 10,000 
Computer support and processing ........................................ 33,738 
CACFP training and technical assistance ............................. 50,996 
Child Nutrition Program studies and evaluations ................ 21,005 
Child Nutrition payment accuracy ......................................... 15,515 
Farm to school tactical team ................................................ 6,433 
School meals equipment grants ............................................ 10,000 
Child Nutrition Training ......................................................... 1,000 
Farm to School Grants ........................................................... 5,000 

Total .............................................................................. $33,266,226 

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM 
FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC) 

For the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children, 
the agreement provides $7,030,000,000. 

The agreement directs the Secretary to 
not reduce the maximum monthly allowance 
with respect to milk when submitting a final 
rule to the proposed rule entitled ‘‘Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC): Revi-
sions to the WIC Food Packages’’ published 
in the Federal Register on November 21, 2022 
(87 Fed. Reg. 71090). In finalizing this rule, 
USDA is also encouraged to consider the im-
pact a whole grain only cereal standard may 
have on WIC participant cereal options and 
consumption of essential nutrients. 

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $122,382,521,000 for 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram. The agreement does not provide the 
requested $100,000,000 within mandatory 
other program costs to establish a new grant 
program. 

FNS is encouraged to work with Medicaid 
practitioners through the SNAP-Ed program 
to provide nutrition education to their pa-
tients on the importance of a healthy diet to 
prevent negative health outcomes. 

The agreement provides the following for 
SNAP: 

TOTAL OBLIGATIONAL AUTHORITY 
(Dollars in Thousands) 

Benefits ............................................................................ $108,300,851 
Contingency reserve ......................................................... 3,000,000 
Administrative costs: 

State administrative costs .......................................... 5,874,192 
Nutrition Education and Obesity Prevention Grant 

Program ................................................................... 524,000 
Employment and Training ........................................... 663,465 
Mandatory other program costs .................................. 397,352 
Discretionary other program costs .............................. 6,998 

Administrative subtotal ................................................... 7,466,007 
Nutrition Assistance for Puerto Rico (NAP) ..................... 2,930,332 
American Samoa .............................................................. 11,768 
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations ........ 165,001 
TEFAP commodities .......................................................... 463,750 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands ........... 34,812 
Community Food Projects ................................................ 5,000 
Program access ............................................................... 5,000 

Subtotal ............................................................................ 3,615,663 

Total ........................................................................ $122,382,521 

COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The agreement recommends an appropria-

tion of $480,070,000 for the Commodity Assist-
ance Program. This includes $389,000,000 for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram; $10,000,000 for the Farmers’ Market 

Nutrition Program; $80,000,000 for adminis-
trative funding for the Emergency Food As-
sistance Program; and $1,070,000 for the Food 
Donation Programs for Pacific Island Assist-
ance. 

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides $177,348,000 for Nu-

trition Programs Administration. 
TITLE V 

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE 
AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS 

The agreement provides $932,000 for the Of-
fice of the Under Secretary for Trade and 
Foreign Agricultural Affairs. 

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
The agreement provides $4,922,000 for the 

Office of Codex Alimentarius. 
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $227,330,000 for the 
Foreign Agricultural Service and a transfer 
of $6,063,000. 

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS 
The agreement provides $1,619,107,000 for 

Food for Peace Title II Grants and an addi-
tional $68,476,000 in Section 778 of this divi-
sion. The agreement also notes the Sec-
retary’s announcement on October 24 that 
USDA would allocate an additional 
$1,060,000,000 from the CCC for international 
food assistance. 

MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR 
EDUCATION AND 

CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM GRANTS 
The agreement provides $240,000,000 for the 

McGovern-Dole International Food for Edu-
cation and Child Nutrition Program. 

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT 
(LOANS) 

CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $6,063,000 for the 
Commodity Credit Corporation Export 
(Loans) Credit Guarantee Program Account. 

TITLE VI 
RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND 

DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES 
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $3,522,150,000 in 
discretionary budget authority and 
$3,199,632,000 in definite user fees for a total 
of $6,721,782,000. This total does not include 
permanent, indefinite user fees for the Mam-
mography Quality Standards Act; Color Cer-
tification; Export Certification; Priority Re-
view Vouchers Pediatric Disease; Food and 
Feed Recall; Food Reinspection; Voluntary 
Qualified Importer Program; the Third Party 
Auditor Program; Outsourcing Facility; and 
Over-the-Counter Monograph. 

The agreement notes that, since fiscal year 
2014, Congress has increased FDA budget au-
thority by $1,065,023,000 to meet operational 
needs so that the agency can respond to 
issues such as the infant formula crisis, as 
well as invest in new technologies to advance 
drug and device safety. In addition to this 
funding, the FDA has also received an addi-
tional $1,060,000,000 in emergency spending 
for public health emergencies to address 
COVID, Zika, and Ebola. In the current fiscal 
climate, funding decisions need to be re-
evaluated, therefore FDA is directed to sub-
mit to the Committees a table, totaling at 
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least $50,000,000 of funds that can be 
repurposed to meet the following items iden-
tified in the budget: ALS, Drug and Device 
Shortages, and Information Technology, and 
at least $8,500,000, of which $7,000,000 is for 
Cosmetics Regulation Implementation and 
$1,500,000 is to be used to Reduce Animal 
Testing through Alternative Methods. In ad-
dition, the agreement directs the FDA to 
maintain fiscal year 2023 funding levels for 
the Neurology Drug Program and the Emerg-
ing Chemical and Toxicology Issues Pro-
gram. The agreement provides specific 
amounts by FDA activity as reflected in the 
following table: 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION SALARIES & EXPENSES 
(Dollars in thousands) 

Budget Authority: 
Foods ................................................................................. $1,185,989 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition .................. 404,806 

Field Activities .............................................................. 781,183 
Human Drugs .................................................................... 719,540 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research ........................ 513,638 

Field Activities .............................................................. 205,902 
Biologics ............................................................................ 267,130 
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research ................. 219,828 

Field Activities .............................................................. 47,302 
Animal Drugs and Feeds ................................................... 229,362 
Center for Veterinary Medicine .......................................... 148,484 

Field Activities .............................................................. 80,878 
Devices and Radiological Products ................................... 444,534 
Center for Devices and Radiological Health ..................... 352,697 

Field Activities .............................................................. 91,837 
National Center for Toxicological Research ........................... 77,505 
Other Activities/Office of the Commissioner ......................... 224,427 
White Oak Consolidation ........................................................ 52,498 
Other Rent and Rent Related Activities ................................ 154,879 
GSA Rent ................................................................................ 166,286 

Subtotal, Budget Authority ........................................... 3,522,150 
User Fees: 
Prescription Drug User Fee Act ............................................. 1,422,104 
Medical Device User Fee and Modernization Act .................. 362,381 
Human Generic Drug User Fee Act ........................................ 613,538 
Biosimilar User Fee Act ......................................................... 31,109 
Animal Drug User Fee Act ..................................................... 33,500 
Animal Generic Drug User Fee Act ........................................ 25,000 
Tobacco Product User Fees .................................................... 712,000 

Subtotal, User Fees ....................................................... 3,199,632 

Total, FDA Program Level .................................... $6,721,782 

The agreement applauds FDA’s efforts to 
advance precision oncology, which is improv-
ing patients’ access to new targeted thera-
pies and immunotherapies, and notes that 
FDA has a voluntary pilot program intended 
to evaluate the risks when targeted cancer 
treatments are approved without a com-
panion diagnostic. The agreement directs 
FDA to provide a report lining its goals and 
metrics for success (including how the pilot 
program is consistent with a risk-based ap-
proach designed to protect patients from in-
accurate test results) prior to expanding the 
initial phase of the pilot program, initiating 
a reclassification, or proposing modifications 
to existing companion diagnostic guidance. 

The agreement recognizes FDA has com-
pleted its first pre-market consultation for a 
human food made from cultured animal 
cells. The agreement requests a report to the 
Committees within 90 days of enactment of 
this Act outlining the pre-market consulta-
tion process for cell-cultured protein prod-
ucts and any agency plans to coordinate 
with its counterparts at USDA on further ac-
tion regarding the same products. 

The agreement recognizes that FDA has 
the authority, when necessary, to ban a de-
vice for one or more intended uses when it 
finds the device demonstrates substantial de-
ception or unreasonable risk. 

Prior to dedicating resources on front of 
package labeling activities, the agreement 
requests that FDA submit an explanation of 
FDA’s statutory authority to impose such 
mandatory labeling requirements. 

The agreement notes that there is some 
controversy regarding the use of enriched en-

rollment, randomized withdrawal (EERW) 
clinical trial designs. The agreement thus di-
rects FDA to continue to review the value of 
EERW methodology for its use in evaluating 
new marketing applications for prescription 
opioid analgesics and to review EERW’s use 
in approving opioid analgesics currently on 
the market. 

In 2022, Congress passed legislation to up-
date the Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act to close a loophole that 
certain manufacturers were exploiting to 
circumvent regulation. The legislation stat-
ed that to remain in the market, manufac-
turers must receive an authorization from 
the FDA Center for Tobacco Products by 
July 14, 2022. To date, FDA has not granted 
any authorizations for synthetic products. 
The agreement understands that products 
containing synthetic nicotine continue to re-
main in the market. The agreement strongly 
urges the Center for Tobacco Products to im-
mediately remove any product containing 
synthetic nicotine from the market whether 
or not such product is the subject of a pend-
ing Premarket Tobacco Product Application 
(PMTA) application filed in 2022, until such 
applications for synthetic products are au-
thorized. 

The agreement notes that the Tropical 
Disease Priority Review Voucher (PRV) Pro-
gram was authorized in 2007 to provide an 
important incentive for the development of a 
drug or biological product for the prevention 
or treatment of a tropical disease from an es-
tablished list of ‘‘qualifying’’ tropical dis-
eases, and this list has not been updated 
since July 2020. Given that PRV programs 
are a critical pathway for the development of 
medical products to treat or prevent rare 
tropical diseases, FDA is directed to main-
tain the necessary resources to evaluate 
PRV candidates in a timely manner. 

The agreement commends the strong and 
consistent leadership of the Center for Bio-
logics and continues to closely monitor the 
promise of cell and gene therapy for pa-
tients, particularly children. The agreement 
expresses support for FDA leadership’s com-
mitment to remain the gold standard in un-
derstanding novel treatments and reviewing 
them based on current science and with all 
due urgency where unmet medical need ex-
ists. 

The agreement notes that the Office of 
Congressional Appropriations has been oper-
ating without a permanent director since 
June of 2022 and directs the Commissioner to 
prioritize filling this position. 

The agreement directs FDA to brief the 
Committee within 120 days of enactment of 
this Act regarding the agency’s existing 
tools to comprehensively track prescription 
drugs imported into the U.S. through section 
804 importation programs as well as enforce-
ment resources available to ensure that FDA 
can ensure safe and effective imports. 

The agreement is concerned by reports of 
both drug and device companies knowingly 
withholding research that showed their prod-
ucts had adverse health outcomes. The 
agreement requests a briefing within 90 days 
of enactment of this Act regarding the agen-
cy’s surveillance and enforcement efforts to 
ensure accountability for companies that 
withhold material information concerning 
unsafe drug products. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 

The agreement provides $5,000,000 for FDA 
Buildings and Facilities. 

FDA INNOVATION ACCOUNT, CURES ACT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $50,000,000 for FDA 
as authorized in the 21st Century Cures Act. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 
COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $365,000,000 for the 

Commodity Futures Trading Commission. 
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
The agreement includes a limitation of 

$94,300,000 on administrative expenses of the 
Farm Credit Administration. 

TITLE VII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF 
FUNDS) 

Section 701.—The bill includes language re-
garding motor vehicles. 

Section 702.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Working Capital Fund at USDA. 

Section 703.—The bill includes language 
limiting funding provided in the bill to one 
year unless otherwise specified. 

Section 704.—The bill includes language re-
garding indirect cost share. 

Section 705.—The bill includes language re-
garding the availability of loan funds in 
Rural Development programs. 

Section 706.—The bill includes language re-
garding new information technology sys-
tems. 

Section 707.—The bill includes language re-
garding fund availability in the Agriculture 
Management Assistance program. 

Section 708.—The bill includes language re-
garding Rural Utilities Service program eli-
gibility. 

Section 709.—The bill includes language re-
garding funds for information technology ex-
penses for the Farm Service Agency. 

Section 710.—The bill includes language 
prohibiting first-class airline travel. 

Section 711.—The bill includes language re-
garding the availability of certain funds of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation. 

Section 712.—The bill includes language re-
garding funding for advisory committees. 

Section 713.—The bill includes language re-
garding IT system regulations. 

Section 714.—The bill includes language re-
garding Section 32 activities. 

Section 715.—The bill includes language re-
garding user fee proposals without offsets. 

Section 716.—The bill includes language re-
garding the reprogramming of funds and no-
tification requirements. 

Section 717.—The bill includes language re-
garding fees for the guaranteed business and 
industry loan program. 

Section 718.—The bill includes language re-
garding the appropriations hearing process. 

Section 719.—The bill includes language re-
garding government-sponsored news stories. 

Section 720.—The bill includes language re-
garding details and assignments of USDA 
employees. 

Section 721.—The bill includes language re-
quiring spend plans. 

Section 722.—The bill includes language re-
garding electronically available information 
for prescribing healthcare professionals. 

Section 723.—The bill includes language re-
garding Rural Development programs. 

Section 724.—The bill includes language re-
garding USDA loan program levels. 

Section 725.—The bill includes language re-
garding credit card refunds and rebates. 

Section 726.—The bill includes language re-
garding the definition of the term ‘‘variety’’ 
in SNAP. 

Section 727.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Secretary’s authority with re-
spect to the 502 guaranteed loan program. 

Section 728.—The bill includes language re-
garding user fees. 

Section 729.—The bill includes language re-
garding a rescission of funds. 
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Section 730.—The bill includes language re-

garding the Food Safety and Inspection 
Service. 

Section 731.—The bill includes language re-
garding country or regional audits. 

Section 732.—The bill includes language re-
garding a rescission of funds. 

Section 733.—The bill includes language re-
garding a rescission of funds. 

Section 734.—The bill includes language re-
garding U.S. iron and steel products in pub-
lic water or wastewater systems. 

Section 735.—The bill includes language re-
garding lobbying. 

Section 736.—The bill includes language re-
garding persistent poverty counties. 

Section 737.—The bill includes language re-
garding investigational use of drugs or bio-
logical products. 

Section 738.—The bill includes language re-
garding the growing, harvesting, packing, 
and holding of certain produce. 

Section 739.—The bill includes language re-
garding the school breakfast program. 

Section 740.—The bill includes language re-
garding hemp. 

Section 741.—The bill includes language re-
garding matching fund requirements. 

Section 742.—The bill includes language re-
garding land ownership. 

Section 743.—The bill provides funding for 
a pilot program related to multi-family 
housing borrowers. 

Section 744.—The bill includes language re-
garding a rescission of funds. 

Section 745.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Food and Drug Administration. 

Section 746.—The bill includes language re-
garding Food for Peace. 

Section 747.—The bill includes language re-
lating to the use of raw or processed poultry 
and seafood products from the People’s Re-
public of China in various domestic nutrition 
programs. 

Section 748.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain school food lunch prices. 

Section 749.—The bill includes language re-
garding biotechnology risk assessment re-
search. 

Section 750.—The bill includes language re-
garding USDA reorganizations. 

Section 751.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Agriculture Conservation Expe-
riences Services Program. 

Section 752.—The bill includes language re-
garding the ReConnect program. 

Section 753.—The bill provides funding for 
the Water Bank program. 

Section 754.—The bill includes language re-
garding FDA advice about eating seafood. 

Section 755.—The bill provides funding for 
Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion. 

Section 756.—The bill includes language re-
garding Rural Economic Area Partnership 
Zones. 

Section 757.—The bill includes language re-
lated to Rural Development Programs. 

Section 758.—The bill provides funding for 
a pilot program. 

Section 759.—The bill includes language re-
garding listeria. 

Section 760.—The bill includes language re-
garding Section 523 Housing. 

Section 761.—The bill includes language re-
garding Section 524 Housing. 

Section 762.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Multifamily Mortgage Fore-
closure Act. 

Section 763.—The bill includes language re-
garding sodium reductions. 

Section 764.—The bill provides funding for 
bison marketing. 

Section 765.—The bill provides funding for 
bison inspection. 

Section 766.—The bill includes language re-
garding a rescission of funds. 

Section 767.—The bill includes language re-
garding Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service pay. 

Section 768.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Federal Meat Inspection Act. 

Section 769.—The bill includes language re-
garding child nutrition programs. 

Section 770.—The bill includes language re-
garding child nutrition programs. 

Section 771.—The bill provides funding to 
carry out section 2103 of Public Law 115–334. 

Section 772.—The bill provides funding to 
carry out section 12502 of Public Law 115–334. 

Section 773.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Dietary Guidelines. 

Section 774.—The bill includes language re-
garding Community Facility programs. 

Section 775.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 776.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 777.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 778.—The bill includes language 
repurposing funds. 

Section 779.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Nonrecurring Expenses Fund. 

Section 780.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 781.—The bill includes language re-
garding genetically engineered salmon. 

Section 782.—The bill provides funding for 
an Institute for Rural Partnerships. 

Section 783.—The bill provides funding for 
a working group. 

Section 784.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 785.—The bill includes language re-
garding a rescission of funds. 

Section 786.—The bill provides funding for 
a pilot program. 

Section 787.—The bill includes language re-
garding land purchases. 

Section 788.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 789.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 790.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 791.—The bill includes language re-
garding certain unobligated balances. 

Section 792.—The bill includes language re-
garding the Office of the General Counsel. 

Section 793.—The bill includes language re-
garding Livestock Mandatory Reporting. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-
GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 

Following is a list of congressional ear-
marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 
this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each House Member, Senator, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of juris-
diction for each item so identified. For each 
item, a Member is required to provide a cer-
tification that neither the Member nor the 
Member’s immediate family has a financial 
interest, and each Senator is required to pro-
vide a certification that neither the Senator 
nor the Senator’s immediate family has a pe-
cuniary interest in such congressionally di-
rected spending item. Neither the bill nor 
the explanatory statement contains any lim-
ited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as 
defined in the applicable House and Senate 
rules. 
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DIVISION C—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, 

SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The joint explanatory statement accom-

panying this division is approved and indi-
cates congressional intent. Unless otherwise 
noted, the language set forth in Senate Re-
port 118–62 (‘‘the Senate report’’) carries the 
same weight as language included in this 
joint explanatory statement and should be 
complied with unless specifically addressed 
to the contrary in this joint explanatory 
statement or the act. While some language is 
repeated for emphasis, it is not intended to 
negate the language referred to above unless 
expressly provided herein. In cases where the 
Senate report directs the submission of a re-
port, such report is to be submitted to both 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations (‘‘the Committees’’). 

Each department and agency funded in this 
act shall follow the directions set forth in 
this act and the accompanying explanatory 
statement and shall not reallocate resources 
or reorganize activities except as provided 
herein. Reprogramming procedures shall 
apply to: funds provided in this act; unobli-
gated balances from previous appropriations 
acts that are available for obligation or ex-
penditure in fiscal year 2024; and non-appro-
priated resources such as fee collections that 
are used to meet program requirements in 
fiscal year 2024. These procedures are speci-
fied in section 505 of this act. 

Any reprogramming request shall include 
any out-year budgetary impacts and a sepa-
rate accounting of program or mission im-
pacts on estimated carryover funds. Any pro-
gram, project, or activity cited in this ex-
planatory statement, or in the Senate report 
and not changed by this act, shall be con-
strued as the position of the Congress and 
shall not be subject to reductions or re-
programming without prior approval of the 
Committees. Further, any department or 
agency funded in this act that plans a reduc-
tion-in-force shall notify the Committees by 
letter no later than 30 days in advance of the 
date of any such planned personnel action. 

When a department or agency submits a 
reprogramming or transfer request to the 
Committees and does not receive identical 
responses, it shall be the responsibility of 
the department or agency seeking the re-
programming to reconcile the differences be-
tween the two bodies before proceeding. If 
reconciliation is not possible, the items in 
disagreement in the reprogramming or 
transfer request shall be considered unap-
proved. Departments and agencies shall not 
submit reprogramming notifications after 
July 1, 2024, except in extraordinary cir-
cumstances. Any such notification shall in-
clude a description of the extraordinary cir-
cumstances. 

In compliance with section 528 of this act, 
each department and agency funded in this 
act shall submit spending plans, signed by 
the respective department or agency head, 
for the Committees’ review not later than 45 
days after the date of enactment of this act. 

The Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) shall conduct ongoing reviews of large 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) projects and major research 
equipment and facilities construction at the 
National Science Foundation, with reports 
to the Committees on a semiannual basis. 
The agencies shall provide access to all nec-
essary data, as determined by GAO, in order 
for these reviews to be completed and pro-
vided to the Committees in a timely manner. 

The departments and agencies funded in 
this act are directed to submit reports by the 
deadlines detailed herein or to provide ad-
vance notification if there is sufficient rea-
son why deadlines cannot be met, along with 
the expected date of submission. 

Some enduring reporting requirements 
from previous appropriations laws may no 
longer be necessary for congressional over-
sight purposes. In the interest of reducing 
government waste and expediting responses 
to current report mandates, each department 
or agency is invited to submit a list of re-
porting requirements that it considers out-
dated or no longer relevant for the review of 
the Committees. Any list submitted for re-
view shall cite the original authority, as well 
as a justification for eliminating each re-
porting requirement. 

For fiscal year 2024, all agencies and de-
partments funded in this act are directed to 
follow prior year direction adopted in Public 
Law 116–93, on the following topics for this 
fiscal year: ‘‘Fighting Waste, Fraud, and 
Abuse,’’ ‘‘Federal Vehicle Fleet Manage-
ment,’’ ‘‘Reducing Duplication and Improv-
ing Efficiencies,’’ ‘‘Reprogrammings, Reor-
ganizations, and Relocations,’’ ‘‘Congres-
sional Budget Justifications,’’ ‘‘Reporting 
Requirements’’ and ‘‘Reductions-in-Force.’’ 

The agreement urges the Departments of 
Commerce and Justice, the National Science 
Foundation, and NASA to work with the Of-
fice of Management and Budget to reduce 
printing and reproduction costs and directs 
each agency to report to the Committees 
within 60 days of enactment of this act on 
the steps it has taken to achieve this goal. 
The report should specifically identify how 
much funding each agency expects to save by 
implementing these measures. 

The agreement directs each of the agencies 
funded by this act to comply with 31 U.S.C. 
1115, including the development of their or-
ganizational priority goals and outcomes 
such as performance outcome measures, out-
put measures, efficiency measures, and cus-
tomer service measures. The agreement fur-
ther directs agencies funded in this act to re-
port on their plans to comply with the re-
quirements of 31 U.S.C. 1115 within 90 days of 
enactment of this act. 

Each agency funded in this act shall ensure 
that its employees understand and are in 
compliance with 5 C.F.R. 2635.101. 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement includes $623,000,000 in total 
resources for the International Trade Admin-
istration (ITA). This amount is offset by 
$12,000,000 in estimated fee collections, re-
sulting in a direct appropriation of 
$611,000,000. 

For fiscal year 2024, ITA is directed to con-
tinue following the directive under the head-
ing ‘‘Antidumping and Countervailing Duties 
(AD/CVD) Evasion’’ in the joint explanatory 
statement accompanying Public Law 117–328. 

Travel and Tourism.—The agreement pro-
vides up to the requested level of $3,500,000 
for ITA to implement the ‘‘Visit America 
Act.’’ 

Aluminum Import Monitoring (AIM).—The 
agreement encourages ITA to regularly con-
sult with U.S. aluminum manufacturers to 
ensure the AIM system supports the full 
value chain of the U.S. aluminum industry. 

Indo-Pacific Operations.—The agreement 
notes that trade is an area of cooperation 
frequently requested by Pacific Islands na-
tions and provides an opportunity for the 
United States to reinforce itself as the part-
ner of choice in a region with increasing 
competition from the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC). The agreement directs ITA to 
provide a report to the Committees, no later 
than 180 days after the enactment of this act, 
that summarizes Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice (FCS) operations in the Indo-Pacific and 
details any proposals for increasing U.S. 
business and investment in the region. 

State Department Coordination.—The agree-
ment acknowledges the PRC’s unfair trade 
practices and economic coercion, in par-
ticular, as part of its Belt and Road Initia-
tive. The agreement directs FCS to coordi-
nate with the U.S. Department of State to 
ensure FCS officers are aligning their activi-
ties with U.S. foreign policy and located in 
regions critical to strategic competition, in-
cluding competition with the PRC. The 
agreement further directs ITA to provide a 
report to the Committees, no later than 180 
days after the enactment of this act, summa-
rizing its coordination efforts with the State 
Department. 

Ukraine.—The agreement directs ITA to 
provide a report to the Committees, no later 
than 180 days after enactment of this act, 
identifying ways to facilitate the expansion 
of U.S. economic engagement with Ukraine. 
The report should identify ways to increase 
direct engagement with Ukrainian busi-
nesses and ITA programs that could be har-
nessed to assist with Ukraine’s agricultural 
sector while enhancing U.S. export competi-
tiveness. 

Supply Chain Resilience.—The Senate report 
language under this same heading is clarified 
to encourage ITA, within the funds provided, 
to establish a supply chain resiliency office 
within Industry and Analysis. The agree-
ment also encourages ITA, within funds pro-
vided, to prioritize efforts to support the re-
silience of supply chains that are critical to 
U.S. national security and economic com-
petitiveness. 

United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) Secretariat.—The agreement pro-
vides up to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level 
for ITA to continue to support the U.S. Sec-
tion of the Secretariat, authorized by the 
USMCA Implementation Act (Public Law 
116–113). 

Rural Export Assistance.—The agreement 
encourages ITA to prioritize expanding 
international trade opportunities for rural 
businesses. The agreement provides no less 
than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for 
rural export centers (REC) and no less than 
$1,500,000 for the national rural export cen-
ter. Prior to obligating funds to open any 
new REC, hire additional staff based at such 
new centers, and modify existing rural ex-
port centers, ITA shall submit a detailed 
spending plan, which shall include a staffing 
plan and a justification for the establish-
ment of any new center or modification of an 
existing center. 

Section 232 Tariff Exclusions.—The Senate 
report language under this heading is clari-
fied to provide up to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level to support the review of requests 
for exclusion from steel and aluminum tar-
iffs applied under section 232 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962. 

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY 
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement includes $191,000,000 for the 
Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS). 

Supply Chain Security.—The agreement sup-
ports the enforcement and implementation 
of BIS’s responsibilities related to Executive 
Order 13873, ‘‘Securing the Information and 
Communications Technology and Services 
Supply Chain.’’ 

Export Control Reform Act.—BIS is encour-
aged to identify emerging foundational tech-
nologies and establish appropriate controls 
pursuant to section 1758 of Public Law 115– 
232. 

Multilateral Export Control Regimes.—The 
agreement directs BIS to report to the Com-
mittees, not later than 180 days after enact-
ment of this act, on a strategy for working 
with partners and allies on a bilateral or 
plurilateral basis to secure binding commit-
ments to control technologies of foreign ad-
versaries that could support military mod-
ernization or human rights abuses. 
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BIS Efforts Relating to the PRC.—BIS is di-

rected to report to the Committees, no later 
than 90 days after enactment of this act, on 
the resources, staffing, and operational capa-
bility needed to adequately conduct licens-
ing, review, targeting, and enforcement ac-
tivities as they relate to entities under the 
control of the PRC. 

American Manufacturing.—The agreement 
encourages BIS to continue engagement with 
Congress on efforts to reinvigorate American 
manufacturing. 

Export Control Regulatory Compliance Assist-
ance.—In addition to the language in the 
Senate report under the same heading, the 
agreement clarifies that BIS shall also work 
with ITA U.S. Export Assistance Centers as 
BIS engages with small- and medium-sized 
exporters to conduct export control outreach 
and education events that target small- and 
medium-sized exporters. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement includes $468,000,000 for the 

programs and administrative expenses of the 
Economic Development Administration 
(EDA). 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS 

The agreement includes $400,000,000 for 
Economic Development Assistance Pro-
grams. Any deviation of funds shall be sub-
ject to the procedures set forth in section 505 
of this act. Funds are to be distributed as 
follows: 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Public Works .............................................................................. $100,000 
Partnership Planning ................................................................. 34,500 
Technical Assistance ................................................................. 14,000 
Research and Evaluation ........................................................... 2,000 
Trade Adjustment Assistance .................................................... 13,500 
Economic Adjustment Assistance .............................................. 33,000 
Assistance to Indigenous Communities .................................... 5,000 
Assistance to Coal Communities ............................................... 75,000 
Assistance to Biomass Communities ........................................ 4,500 
Regional Innovation Program Grants ........................................ 50,000 
Good Jobs Challenge .................................................................. 25,000 
Regional Technology and Innovation Hubs ............................... 41,000 
STEM Apprenticeship Program ................................................... 2,500 

Total, Economic Development Assistance Programs ........ $400,000 

Economic Assistance for Communities.—The 
agreement encourages EDA to treat as ac-
ceptable, any funding provided by other Fed-
eral programs that are explicitly authorized 
to be used for any required non-Federal 
share of the cost of a project so that funding 
from both agencies may be used if necessary 
and to the extent permitted by law. 

Assistance to Coal Communities.—The agree-
ment provides $75,000,000 for Assistance to 
Coal Communities. To diversify and enhance 
economic opportunities within the Appa-
lachian region and within other regions 
across the country that have been economi-
cally impacted by job losses in coal mining, 
plant operations, and related supply chains, 
the agreement expects EDA to work cre-
atively to transform historic and 
transitioning coal communities. 

Regional Innovation Program (RIP).—The 
agreement provides $50,000,000 for RIP 
grants. The agreement also urges EDA to in-
vest in university based, high-tech business 
incubators to diversify distressed manufac-
turing communities and legacy urban and 
rural communities by encouraging entrepre-
neurship and patent creation, and promoting 
technology commercialization through busi-
ness startups. The agreement further encour-
ages EDA to support the development of re-
gional innovation clusters that focus on ad-
vanced wood products. 

Regional Technology and Innovation Hubs 
(Tech Hubs).—The agreement provides 
$41,000,000 for the Tech Hubs program and 

clarifies that EDA may award planning 
grants and implementation grants. The 
agreement encourages EDA to support con-
sortia that have developed proven regional 
strategies that bridge urban and rural econo-
mies to deliver innovative solutions in part-
nership with rural areas. 

Working Waterfronts.—Working waterfronts 
have long been an important component of 
the U.S. economy supporting commercial 
and recreational activities. Within funding 
provided, no less than $5,000,000 is for 
projects to revitalize, expand, and upgrade 
the physical infrastructure of working wa-
terfronts to attract new industry, encourage 
business expansion, diversify local econo-
mies, and generate or retain long-term pri-
vate sector jobs and investment. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $68,000,000 for EDA 
salaries and expenses. 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

The agreement includes $68,250,000 for the 
Minority Business Development Agency 
(MBDA). 

Business Center and Specialty Project Center 
Programs.—The agreement adopts the Senate 
language under the heading ‘‘Native Enti-
ties’’ and encourages MBDA to coordinate 
with the Department’s Office of Native 
American Business Development on these ef-
forts. 

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $125,000,000 for 
Economic and Statistical Analysis (ESA). 

Data Transparency.—The agreement pro-
vides up to $5,000,000 for private data acquisi-
tion and directs ESA to use a competitive 
process when soliciting private sector data. 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

The agreement includes $1,382,500,000 for 
the Bureau of the Census (‘‘Census Bureau’’). 
The agreement approves the requested tech-
nical adjustments (transfers) in the agency’s 
congressional budget submission. 

Cyber Vulnerabilities.—The agreement di-
rects the Census Bureau to prioritize cyber 
protections and high standards of data dif-
ferential privacy, while also maintaining the 
accuracy of the data. The Census Bureau is 
expected to keep the Committees updated on 
these efforts. 

CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS 

The bill provides $328,500,000 for the Cur-
rent Surveys and Programs account. 

Population Estimate Challenge Program.— 
The agreement provides up to $6,200,000 to 
support the Population Estimates program 
and to improve the annual estimates upon 
which communities across the country rely. 

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS 

The bill provides $1,054,000,000 in direct ap-
propriations for the Periodic Censuses and 
Programs account. 

Ask U.S. Panel Survey.—The Census Bureau 
is directed to provide a report to the Com-
mittees, not later than 90 days after enact-
ment of this act, on the Ask U.S. Panel Sur-
vey’s methodology, data collection proc-
esses, implementation, incurred and pro-
jected costs, procurement strategy, and 
plans to address any recommendations made 
by the Department’s Office of Inspector Gen-
eral (OIG). 

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND 
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $57,000,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration (NTIA). 

Advanced Communications Research.—The 
agreement provides up to the fiscal year 2023 
enacted level for Advanced Communications 
Research. 

Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth.— 
The agreement provides up to the fiscal year 
2023 enacted level for the Office of Internet 
Connectivity and Growth. 

Rural Broadband Coordination.—The agree-
ment encourages NTIA to equally prioritize 
the deployment of the Nationwide Public 
Safety Broadband Network (NPSBN) in rural 
communities and in urban areas. 

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment 
Program.—The agreement directs NTIA to 
conduct a cost-benefit analysis of the most 
efficient and economical means of broadband 
deployment to connect unserved rural areas 
and report to the Committees on its findings 
no later than 180 days after the enactment of 
this act. 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION 

The agreement includes $2,000,000 for nec-
essary expenses for the design, construction, 
alteration, improvement, maintenance, and 
repair of buildings and facilities managed by 
NTIA. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK 
OFFICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes language making 
available to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) $4,195,799,000, to 
be derived from offsetting fee collections es-
timated for fiscal year 2024 by the Congres-
sional Budget Office. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

The agreement includes $1,460,000,000 for 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST). 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND 
SERVICES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $1,080,000,000 for 
NIST’s Scientific and Technical Research 
and Services (STRS) account. Unless other-
wise specified, the agreement clarifies that 
all programs identified in the Senate report 
are funded up to the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
levels. 

Forensic Sciences.—The agreement provides 
funding for forensic science research, includ-
ing up to $3,500,000 to support the Organiza-
tion of Scientific Area Committees, up to 
$1,500,000 for a competitive Standards Devel-
opment Organization grant, and up to 
$1,500,000 to support technical merit evalua-
tions. 

Digital Twins.—The agreement supports 
digital twins as a tool for intelligent deci-
sion-making in key U.S. industries and en-
courages NIST to partner with non-govern-
mental organizations and other Federal 
agencies to create a testbed for development 
of best practices and interoperability stand-
ards for the implementation of digital twins 
throughout U.S. industry and across the Fed-
eral Government. 

Synthetic Biology.—The agreement encour-
ages NIST to sustain and expand its work to 
develop synthetic biology metrology and 
standards in alignment with Public Law 117– 
167. The agreement directs NIST to provide a 
report to the Committees, no later than 180 
days after the enactment of this act, detail-
ing its five-year plan to advance research in-
novation in synthetic biology and the re-
sources required, including projected and out 
year costs, as well as staffing to implement 
this plan. 

Cybersecurity and Privacy Standards.—The 
agreement supports the following areas up to 
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the fiscal year 2023 enacted level: vulner-
ability management; cryptography and pri-
vacy programs; identity and access manage-
ment; software security; infrastructure with 
a particular focus on Domain Name System 
and Border Gateway Protocol security; im-
proving usability of cybersecurity; the Na-
tional Initiative for Cybersecurity Education 
with a particular focus on expanding the of-
fice and personnel capacity to support the 
workforce requirements authorized in Public 
Law 116–238; and Internet of Things security. 

Critical and Emerging Technologies.—The 
agreement includes no less than the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level to support NIST’s 
standards development work across areas of 
critical and emerging technology. Within the 
funds provided, NIST is encouraged to in-
crease support for the four areas outlined in 
the agency’s budget submission: artificial in-
telligence, quantum information science, 
biotechnology, and advanced communica-
tions research and standards. 

Cybersecurity Education.—In addition to the 
directive in the Senate report under the 
heading ‘‘Cybersecurity’’ the agreement en-
courages NIST to support regional alliances 
and multistakeholder partnerships as de-
tailed in section 303(f) of the Cybersecurity 
Enhancement Act (Public Law 113–274). The 
agreement further encourages NIST to sup-
port national cybersecurity challenges as au-
thorized in section 205 of the Cybersecurity 
Enhancement Act. 

Cloud Computing.—The agreement encour-
ages NIST to publish descriptions and defini-
tions of the latest cloud characteristics, 
service models, deployment models, and 
multi-cloud. The agreement encourages 
NIST to include in its description of ‘‘multi- 
cloud’’ the characteristics of software tech-
nology that allow for data, application, and 
program portability. Additionally, the agree-
ment encourages NIST to consider interoper-
ability between multiple cloud computing 
software vendors and between public, pri-
vate, and edge cloud environments. 

Research on Age Verification and Age Esti-
mation Technologies.—The agreement directs 
NIST, as part of its ongoing research and 
testing under sections 10226 and 10223 of Pub-
lic Law 117–167, to include research and test-
ing of age verification and age estimation 
technologies, in consultation with the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, and in compliance 
with all applicable laws. 

Cybersecurity.—Consistent with the rec-
ommendations adopted in Public Law 117– 
328, the agreement encourages NIST to pro-
vide updates on reducing its Cryptographic 
Module Validation Program (CMVP) back-
log. Additionally, the agreement urges NIST 
to consider liaising with or detailing quali-
fied cryptographic professionals from other 
parts of the Federal Government. The cur-
rent CMVP backlogs pose a potential secu-
rity risk to Federal Information Processing 
Standards, which will only increase as 
emerging quantum computing challenges 
grow. The agreement encourages NIST to 
continue its ongoing efforts to streamline 
the review process and provide updates about 
planning for new announcements and future 
requirements. 

Sustainable Mass Timber Construction Mate-
rials.—The agreement encourages NIST to 
continue support for emerging industries, in-
cluding cross-laminated timber. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI).—The agreement 
provides no less than the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level for NIST’s ongoing AI research 
and measurement science efforts and to exe-
cute its responsibilities pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 14110, ‘‘Safe, Secure, and Trust-
worthy Development and Use of Artificial In-
telligence.’’ Within the funds provided, up to 
$10,000,000 is available for the establishment 
of a U.S. AI Safety Institute. 

Blockchain Research at the National Cyberse-
curity Center of Excellence (NCCOE).—The 
agreement encourages the NCCOE to re-
search challenges with blockchain and dis-
tributed ledger technologies and to leverage 
the resources at the NCCOE to explore the 
advancement of distributed ledger tech-
nologies. Further, the agreement encourages 
the NCCOE to consider these technologies in 
relation to the competitive position of the 
United States, to research the ability to fos-
ter uniform standards that allow for global 
collaboration in communications and free 
trade, and to explore any government use 
cases with the potential for ancillary adop-
tion by the private sector. 

Addressing Wildfire Risks.—The agreement 
includes up to the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level for Wildfire and the Wildland-Urban 
Interface-related research and directs NIST 
to develop improved Wildland-Urban Inter-
face risk exposure metrics and tools to bet-
ter assess and mitigate the fire vulnerability 
of structures to protect at-risk communities. 

NIST Center for Neutron Research (NCNR).— 
The agreement provides up to the requested 
level for the NCNR for the development and 
operation of innovative advanced neutron in-
strumentation and expertise. 

NIST STRS Community Project Funding/NIST 
External Projects.—The agreement includes 
$222,841,000 for NIST STRS Community 
Project Funding/NIST External Projects. 
The agreement directs NIST to provide the 
funding for the projects listed in the table ti-
tled, ‘‘Community Project Funding/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ at the end of 
this joint explanatory statement in the cor-
responding amounts. The agreement further 
directs NIST to perform the same level of 
oversight and due diligence as with any 
other external partners. 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
The agreement includes $212,000,000 for In-

dustrial Technology Services (ITS), includ-
ing $175,000,000 for the Hollings Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership (MEP). The 
agreement also provides $37,000,000 for the 
Manufacturing USA Program. 

National Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship Supply Chain Database.—The agreement 
directs NIST to create a permanent, central-
ized database so that manufacturers have ac-
cess to a comprehensive MEP database net-
work, as required by Public Law 117–167. 

Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semi-
conductors (CHIPS) Environmental Review 
Process.—The agreement urges NIST to con-
tinue exploring opportunities to expedite the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
review process to ensure grant funds are ex-
peditiously distributed to qualified projects 
and semiconductor fabrication plant con-
struction continues without delay. The 
agreement directs NIST to provide to the 
Committees, no later than 90 days after the 
enactment of this act, a report detailing a 
strategy that identifies potentially applica-
ble NEPA categorical exclusions and stream-
lined environmental assessment procedures, 
including an analysis with criteria and fund-
ing thresholds, that details how NIST is de-
termining which projects are covered under 
the definition of ‘‘major federal action,’’ as 
amended by Public Law 118–5. 

CHIPS Awards Supporting the Semiconductor 
Supply Chain.—The agreement encourages 
NIST to support geographically-diverse in-
vestments in small- and medium-sized semi-
conductor companies as it continues advanc-
ing CHIPS incentive awards to develop do-
mestic semiconductor manufacturing capa-
bility and its corresponding supply chain. 

Reporting on CHIPS Awards Upside Sharing 
and Funding Milestones.—Within 60 days of 
the enactment of this act, the agreement di-
rects NIST to provide a briefing on any up-

side sharing agreements made between NIST 
and a recipient of CHIPS funds, as detailed 
in the Department of Commerce’s Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) entitled, 
‘‘CHIPS Incentives Program—Commercial 
Fabrication Facilities,’’ and in compliance 
with all applicable laws. Further, the agree-
ment directs NIST to provide quarterly re-
ports to the Committees on any amounts re-
ceived by the agency through upside sharing 
agreements, including a detailed description 
of how NIST plans to use these funds, and di-
rects NIST to include in these reports up-
dates on funds clawed back or withheld from 
an applicant due to a failure to meet des-
ignated milestones highlighted in the NOFO. 

The National Semiconductor Technology Cen-
ter (NSTC).—The agreement urges NIST to 
ensure the establishment of the NSTC is 
transparent, competitive, and operated by a 
qualified entity. The agreement directs NIST 
to consider the importance of geographic di-
versity in the selection of NSTC facilities 
and affiliated technical centers. 

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES 
The agreement provides $168,000,000 for 

NIST construction, of which $87,758,000 is 
available for Safety, Capacity, Maintenance, 
and Major Repairs (SCMMR). The agreement 
acknowledges an additional $57,400,000 is 
available through prior year unobligated bal-
ances for SCMMR in fiscal year 2024 and di-
rects NIST to prioritize addressing the grow-
ing backlog of facilities maintenance and 
improvements, including those highlighted 
in the budget request. 

NIST Extramural Construction.—The agree-
ment includes $80,242,000 for NIST Extra-
mural Construction and directs NIST to pro-
vide the funding for the projects listed in the 
table titled, ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ at the 
end of this joint explanatory statement in 
the corresponding amounts. The agreement 
further directs NIST to perform the same 
level of oversight and due diligence as with 
any other external partners. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement directs NOAA to incor-
porate the funding levels established in both 
the table and the narrative direction when 
executing its budget for fiscal year 2024. 

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes a total program 
level of $4,946,007,000 under this account, for 
NOAA’s coastal, fisheries, marine, weather, 
satellite, and other programs. This total 
funding level includes $4,548,485,000 in direct 
appropriations, a transfer of $369,522,000 from 
balances in the ‘‘Promote and Develop Fish-
ery Products and Research Pertaining to 
American Fisheries’’ fund, and $28,000,000 de-
rived from recoveries of prior year obliga-
tions. The following narrative descriptions 
and tables identify the specific activities and 
funding levels included in this act. 

Fire Weather.—The Senate language on 
‘‘Fire Weather’’ is adopted. In addition, 
NOAA is encouraged to utilize and share its 
satellite imagery and weather forecasts with 
interested Federal, state, Tribal, and local 
partners, and land managers, to improve in-
formation dissemination related to wildfire 
events. Real-time data on wildfire smoke 
levels could improve Federal agencies’ abil-
ity to develop strategies to mitigate smoke 
hazards and allow NOAA to issue more accu-
rate and timely wildfire smoke alerts. 

Management and Administrative Costs.—To 
ensure financial transparency, NOAA is 
strongly encouraged to limit management 
and administrative (M&A) and NOAA-wide 
support service costs charged to programs, 
projects, and activities (PPAs) to cover 
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shared expenses and administrative staff, 
with a goal of limiting to 5 percent of annual 
appropriations. As part of the spending plan, 
NOAA is directed to include the M&A and 
NOAA-wide support service amounts charged 
within each line office as well as the meth-
odologies used to assess costs. Further, as 
part of the fiscal year 2025 budget request, 
NOAA is directed to include estimated costs 
as well as to propose how to consolidate 
these costs either through existing or new 
PPAs. 

National Ocean Service (NOS).—$671,502,000 
is for NOS Operations, Research, and Facili-
ties. 

NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Navigation, Observations and Positioning: 
Navigation, Observations and Positioning ............................ $183,702 
Hydrographic Survey Priorities/ Contracts ............................ 31,500 
IOOS Regional Observations .................................................. 42,500 

Navigation, Observations and Positioning ................................ 257,702 
Coastal Science and Assessment: 

Coastal Science, Assessment, Response and Restoration ... 95,500 
Competitive Research ............................................................ 20,000 

Coastal Science and Assessment .............................................. 115,500 
Ocean and Coastal Management and Services: 

Coastal Zone Management and Services ............................. 51,000 
Coastal Zone Management Grants ....................................... 81,500 
National Oceans and Coastal Security Fund ........................ 32,000 
Coral Reef Program ............................................................... 33,500 
National Estuarine Research Reserve System ...................... 33,300 
Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas ............................. 67,000 

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services ........................ 298,300 

Total, National Ocean Service, Operations, Research, 
and Facilities ................................................................ $671,502 

Hydrographic Charting.—The Senate direc-
tion regarding ‘‘Hydrographic Charting’’ is 
adopted. Further, NOAA is encouraged to 
enter into charter agreements for the serv-
ices of not less than two private sector ves-
sels to supplement its charting and survey 
efforts to address the growing backlog of 
unfulfilled missions, particularly those in 
Arctic waters. 

Marine Debris.—The agreement provides no 
less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level 
for the Marine Debris Program. 

In addition, the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA) (Public Law 117–58) pro-
vides $150,000,000 over five years for marine 
debris assessment, prevention, mitigation, 
and removal, including $30,000,000 in fiscal 
year 2024. 

National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science 
(NCCOS).—The agreement adopts Senate di-
rection and provides not less than $54,500,000 
for NCCOS. 

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).—Within fund-
ing for Competitive Research, the agreement 
provides up to $14,000,000 to accelerate de-
ployment of effective methods of interven-
tion and mitigation to reduce the frequency, 
severity, and impact of HAB events in ma-
rine and freshwater systems. Due to concern 
with duplication, incompatibility, and sepa-
ration of data related to the causes and ef-
fects of HABs, NOAA is directed to submit a 
report, no later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this act, that includes a survey of 
all existing large freshwater body HAB-re-
lated data. NOAA is encouraged to include 
recommendations for streamlining access to 
this data, creating a centralized, all-in-one 
access point, and cost effective synthesis and 
hosting of disparate data sets. 

National Harmful Algal Bloom Observing Net-
work.—The agreement provides not less than 
$3,500,000 for the National Harmful Algal 
Bloom Observing Network. 

Gulf of Mexico Hypoxic Mapping.—The 
agreement provides up to $1,500,000 for the 
annual Gulf of Mexico Hypoxic Zone Map-
ping Cruise. 

Blue Carbon Research.—The agreement en-
courages NOAA to use previously appro-

priated funds to support a pilot program on 
blue carbon to advance NOAA’s work to as-
sess the carbon sequestration potential of 
various coastal habitats, account for re-
gional differences, and identify some of the 
biophysical, social, and economic pathways 
and impediments to coastal blue carbon eco-
system protection, management, or restora-
tion. 

Coral Reef Conservation Act.—The agree-
ment adopts the Senate direction regarding 
‘‘Coral Reef Program’’ and directs NOAA to 
report to the Committees not later than 60 
days after enactment of this act on the es-
tablishment of the Atlantic Reef Research 
Coordination Institute and the Pacific Reef 
Research Coordination Institute, as required 
under section 212 of the Reauthorization of 
the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 (title 
C of division J of Public Law 117–263). 

NERRS Blue Ribbon Panel.—The agreement 
acknowledges the National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve System (NERRS) Blue Rib-
bon Panel recommendations and directs 
NOAA to report to the Committees, not later 
than 180 days after the enactment of this act, 
on the number of research reserves that are 
unable to meet Federal match requirements. 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).— 
$1,113,797,000 is for NMFS Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities. 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Protected Resources Science and Management: 
Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and Other Species .............. $175,455 
Species Recovery Grants ....................................................... 7,250 
Atlantic Salmon ..................................................................... 8,000 
Pacific Salmon ...................................................................... 75,000 

Protected Resources Science and Management ........................ 265,705 
Fisheries Science and Management: 

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science Programs and Services ... 161,500 
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments ....... 205,851 
Observers and Training ......................................................... 58,383 
Fisheries Management Programs and Services .................... 147,250 
Aquaculture ........................................................................... 24,000 
Salmon Management Activities ............................................. 65,250 
Regional Councils and Fisheries Commissions .................... 44,297 
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Grants ....................................... 3,377 

Fisheries Science and Management .......................................... 709,908 
Enforcement ............................................................................... 82,000 
Habitat Conservation and Restoration ...................................... 56,184 

Total, National Marine Fisheries Service, Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities ................................................... $1,113,797 

Marine Mammal Unusual Mortality Event 
(UME) Contingency Fund.—Given the high 
number of active UMEs for marine mam-
mals, NMFS is encouraged to request fund-
ing for the Fund as part of the fiscal year 
2025 budget request. 

Vessel Strike Reduction Actions.—NMFS 
issued a proposed rule to amend the North 
Atlantic right whale (NARW) vessel strike 
reduction rule in August 2022 (87 FR 46921). 
Separately, in October 2023, NMFS denied a 
petition to establish vessel speed measures 
to protect the Rice’s whale in the Gulf of 
Mexico. As directed in the Senate report, be-
fore NOAA issues interim or final rules to 
protect endangered whales, the agency shall 
engage with affected stakeholders and incor-
porate relevant comments, including the 
U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Maritime Admin-
istration, as appropriate, consistent with re-
quirements under the Administrative Proce-
dure Act (Public Law 79–404). 

In addition, NOAA is encouraged to use 
previously appropriated funds to support a 
near real-time monitoring and mitigation 
pilot program for NARWs as authorized 
under section 11303 of the James M. lnhofe 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263). NOAA is 
further encouraged to work with other Fed-
eral agencies, including the Office of Naval 
Research, the U.S. Coast Guard, and the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management, as well 

as industry and academia, to support tech-
nology development, test and evaluation of 
whale monitoring technologies through the 
National Oceanographic Partnership Pro-
gram. NOAA is encouraged to include fund-
ing for a pilot program and a research and 
development initiative as part of the fiscal 
year 2025 budget request. 

Fishery Survey Contingency Fund.—The 
Senate language regarding ‘‘Fishery Survey 
Contingency Fund’’ is adopted, and the 
agreement provides $1,000,000 for this pur-
pose. 

Recreational Fishery Data.—The Senate lan-
guage regarding ‘‘Data Collection for Rec-
reational Fisheries’’ is adopted, and the 
agreement directs NOAA to provide updates 
on the agency’s efforts to improve fishery 
data and modernize stock assessments as 
part of NMFS quarterly briefings. 

South Atlantic Reef Fish.—The Senate lan-
guage regarding ‘‘South Atlantic Reef Fish’’ 
is adopted, and the agreement further directs 
NMFS to prioritize the incorporation of data 
from the South Atlantic Great Red Snapper 
Count into the agency’s stock assessment ex-
peditiously to better inform fishery manage-
ment decisions. NOAA shall provide the 
Committees with a progress update no later 
than 90 days after enactment of this act. 

State Management for Recreational Red Snap-
per.—In lieu of the Senate language regard-
ing ‘‘State Management for Recreational 
Red Snapper’’, the agreement supports the 
full integration of the Great Red Snapper 
Count data and Gulf States catch data into 
stock assessment and directs NMFS to con-
tinue to work with the Gulf States to ensure 
successful implementation of state manage-
ment for red snapper. 

Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Research.—The Sen-
ate language on ‘‘Gulf of Mexico Fisheries 
Research’’ is amended to include not less 
than $5,000,000 for fishery-independent grants 
to academic partners. 

Infrastructure to Support Sustainable Fish-
eries.—The Senate language on ‘‘North At-
lantic Right Whales’’ is clarified to provide 
$36,000,000 to states through the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission, of 
which, given the impacts of coastal erosion 
and increasing frequency and severity of 
coastal storms, $10,000,000 shall be provided 
through Fisheries Management Programs 
and Services to be used to repair and ren-
ovate infrastructure to support more sus-
tainable fisheries. 

Seafood Import Monitoring Program 
(SIMP).—The agreement provides not less 
than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for 
SIMP. 

Habitat Conservation and Restoration.—The 
agreement provides $1,500,000 for manage-
ment, intervention, and mitigation of 
invasive European green crab. The Senate re-
port language on ‘‘Northwest Straits Initia-
tive’’ is also adopted. 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research 
(OAR).—$656,053,000 is for OAR Operations, 
Research, and Facilities. 

OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Climate Research: 
Climate Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes ................. $104,102 
Regional Climate Data and Information ............................... 47,932 
Climate Competitive Research .............................................. 72,116 

Climate Research ....................................................................... 224,150 
Weather and Air Chemistry Research: 

Weather Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes ................ 90,156 
U.S. Weather Research Program ........................................... 39,100 
Tornado Severe Storm Research/Phased Array Radar .......... 20,916 
Joint Technology Transfer Initiative ...................................... 12,000 

Weather and Air Chemistry Research ........................................ 162,172 
Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research: 

Ocean Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes .................... 39,500 
National Sea Grant College Program .................................... 80,000 
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OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH— 

Continued 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Sea Grant Aquaculture Research .......................................... 14,000 
Ocean Exploration and Research .......................................... 46,000 
Integrated Ocean Acidification .............................................. 17,000 
Sustained Ocean Observations and Monitoring .................... 52,500 
National Oceanographic Partnership Program ...................... 2,500 

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research .............................. 251,500 
Innovative Research and Technology: 

High Performance Computing Initiatives .............................. 18,231 
Innovative Research and Technology ........................................ 18,231 

Total, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, Op-
erations, Research, and Facilities ............................... $656,053 

VORTEX-USA.—The agreement provides 
$11,000,000 for the Verification of the Origins 
of Rotation in Tornadoes Experiment (VOR-
TEX)-USA, including no less than $10,500,000 
for VORTEX-Southeast. 

Genomics.—The Senate language regarding 
‘‘Genomics’’ is adopted, and the agreement 
provides not less than the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level to support ongoing initiatives, 
including for extramural grants, to explore 
the deep oceans, collect large numbers of bi-
ological samples, and to sequence their 
genomes to advance pharmaceutical dis-
covery. 

American Lobster Research.—The Senate 
language on ‘‘American Lobster Research’’ is 
clarified to note that research and extension 
activities should focus on stock, fishery, and 
socioeconomic resilience in the face of envi-
ronmental and management changes, with 
the purpose of informing stock assessment 
and future management actions. 

National Weather Service (NWS).— 
$1,247,393,000 is for NWS Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities. 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Observations .............................................................................. $251,462 
Central Processing ..................................................................... 110,500 
Analyze, Forecast and Support .................................................. 589,500 
Dissemination ............................................................................ 116,979 
Science and Technology Integration .......................................... 178,952 

Total, National Weather Service, Operations, Research, 
and Facilities ................................................................ $1,247,393 

National Mesonet Program.—The agreement 
adopts Senate language on the ‘‘National 
Mesonet Program’’ and provides not less 
than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and up 
to $30,000,000 for the continuation and expan-
sion of the Program. 

Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Services.— 
The proposed elimination of the Advanced 
Hydrologic Prediction Services System ex-
pansion is not accepted. 

Hydrology and Water Resource Programs.— 
The agreement provides not less than the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level for NOAA to sup-
port the Cooperative Institute for Research 
to Operations in Hydrology (CIROH), includ-
ing for the Water in the West Initiative. 

Weather Gaps.—The agreement acknowl-
edges the precarious state of the Colorado 
River and the Great Salt Lake and encour-
ages NOAA to request funding to fill gaps in 
addressing severe weather and spring run-off 
issues in the western United States. 

Data Assimilation.—The Senate report lan-
guage on ‘‘Data Assimilation’’ is clarified to 
provide no less than the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level to support the Joint Effort for 
Data Assimilation Integration at the Joint 
Center for Satellite Data Assimilation. 

National Environmental Satellite, Data and 
Information Service (NESDIS).—$380,765,000 is 
for NESDIS Operations, Research, and Fa-
cilities. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA AND 
INFORMATION SERVICE 

Operations, Research, and Facilities 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems: 
Office of Satellite and Product Operations ........................... $250,165 
Product Development, Readiness and Application ............... 59,850 
U.S. Group on Earth Observations ........................................ 750 

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems .............................. 310,765 
National Centers for Environmental Information ...................... 70,000 

Total, National Environmental Satellite, Data and Infor-
mation Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities $380,765 

NESDIS Regional Support.—The agreement 
encourages NESDIS to consider deploying 
more of its subject matter expertise region-
ally to demonstrate new uses of satellite 
data and integrated information systems. 
NESDIS should educate and partner with sci-
entists and users in local communities who 
can use and expand the applications of the 
data and learn from those community users 
in the process. 

National Centers for Environmental Informa-
tion (NCEI).—The Senate language on NCEI 
is adopted, and NOAA is encouraged to fully 
support critical international partnerships, 
including the Global Climate Observing Sys-
tem. 

Mission Support.—$407,321,000 is for Mission 
Support Operations, Research, and Facili-
ties. 

MISSION SUPPORT 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Mission Support Services: 
Executive Leadership ............................................................. $31,743 
Mission Services and Management ...................................... 181,436 
IT Security .............................................................................. 16,393 
Payment to the DOC Working Capital Fund ......................... 71,299 
Facilities Maintenance .......................................................... 6,000 
Office of Space Commerce .................................................... 65,000 

Mission Support Services ........................................................... 371,871 
Office of Education: 

BWET Regional Programs ...................................................... 8,700 
José E. Serrano Educational Partnership Program with Mi-

nority Serving Institutions ................................................ 20,750 
NOAA Education Program Base ............................................. 6,000 

Office of Education .................................................................... 35,450 

Total, Mission Support, Operations, Research, and Fa-
cilities ........................................................................... $407,321 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations 
(OMAO).—$329,677,000 is for OMAO Oper-
ations, Research, and Facilities. 

OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPERATIONS 
Operations, Research, and Facilities 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Marine Operations and Maintenance ........................................ $204,000 
Aviation Operations and Aircraft Services ................................ 40,500 
Autonomous Uncrewed Technology Operations .......................... 21,677 
NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps ........................................... 63,500 

Total, Office of Marine and Aviation Operations ............. 329,677 

Autonomous and Uncrewed Technology Oper-
ations.—The agreement provides no less than 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level and up to 
$12,500,000 for agency-wide data acquisition 
from commercial uncrewed maritime sys-
tems in support of relevant operational mis-
sions. 

NOAA Community Project Funding/NOAA 
Special Projects.—The agreement directs 
NOAA to provide funding for the projects 
listed in the table titled ‘‘Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending’’ at the end of this joint explana-
tory statement in the corresponding 
amounts, consistent with NOAA’s existing 
authorities, jurisdictions, and procedures, as 
appropriate. NOAA shall perform the same 
level of oversight and due diligence regard-

ing these projects as with any other external 
partners. 
PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes a total program 

level of $1,776,866,000 in direct obligations for 
NOAA Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction (PAC). The following narrative and 
table identify the specific activities and 
funding levels included in this act. 

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUCTION 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

National Ocean Service: 
National Estuarine Research Reserve Construction ............. $8,500 
Marine Sanctuaries Construction .......................................... 4,000 

Total, NOS–PAC .......................................................................... 12,500 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research: 
Research Supercomputing/CCRI ............................................ 50,000 
Research Acquisitions and Management .............................. 20,000 

Total, OAR–PAC .......................................................................... 70,000 

National Weather Service: 
Observations .......................................................................... 16,200 
Central Processing ................................................................ 68,000 
Dissemination ........................................................................ 10,000 
Facilities Construction and Major Repairs ........................... 10,000 

Total, NWS–PAC ......................................................................... 104,200 

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Serv-
ice: 
Geostationary Systems-R (GOES–R) ...................................... 276,000 
Polar Weather Satellites ........................................................ 342,410 
Space Weather Follow On ...................................................... 97,200 
Low Earth Orbit (LEO) ........................................................... 78,500 
Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) ........................................... 285,000 
Systems/Services Architecture and Engineering (SAE) ......... 69,000 
Space Weather Next .............................................................. 151,606 
Common Ground Services ..................................................... 114,000 
Satellite CDA Facility ............................................................. 2,450 

Total, NESDIS–PAC ..................................................................... 1,416,166 

Mission Support: 
NOAA Construction ................................................................ 64,000 

Total, MS–PAC ........................................................................... 64,000 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations: 
Fleet Capital Improvements and Technology Infusion ......... 28,000 
Vessel Recapitalization and Construction ............................ 75,000 
Aircraft Recapitalization and Construction ........................... 7,000 

Total, OMAO–PAC ....................................................................... 110,000 

Total, Procurement, Acquisition and Construction ........... 1,776,866 

Geostationary Extended Observations 
(GeoXO).—NOAA is directed to focus the de-
livery of the next-generation geostationary 
satellite fleet, known as GeoXO, on improved 
data for its weather forecasting missions, 
and to leverage private sector advancements 
and innovative solutions to the greatest ex-
tent possible. NOAA is encouraged to con-
tinue partnering with NASA on the Geo-
stationary Littoral Imaging and Monitoring 
Radiometer (GLIMR) mission to de-risk the 
ocean color instrument, as appropriate, for 
the GeoXO program. 

Systems/Services Architecture and Engineer-
ing.—The agreement provides $500,000 above 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for the com-
mercial data purchase and commercial 
weather data pilot programs, which is to be 
divided between the two programs as deemed 
appropriate. NOAA is encouraged to evaluate 
commercial capabilities for hyperspectral 
microwave sounder data through the com-
mercial weather data pilot program. 

Vessel Recapitalization and Construction.— 
The Senate language on ‘‘Vessel Recapital-
ization and Construction’’ is clarified to di-
rect NOAA to design the Class C vessels to 
meet primary mission requirements for fish-
ery surveys and avoid additional require-
ments that add to complexity and cost of the 
vessels. NOAA is encouraged to work with 
the regional fishery commissions to conduct 
an independent analysis to assess other fish-
ery survey architectures that can improve 
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the reliability and resiliency of data acquisi-
tion via partnerships with industry, aca-
demia, and states. 

Aircraft Recapitalization.—In lieu of the 
funding level in the Senate report for the re-
placement of the WP–3D Hurricane Hunter 
aircraft, the agreement supports NOAA’s ac-
quisition of two green aircraft to replace the 
existing WP–3D Hurricane Hunter aircraft 
and expects the fiscal year 2025 budget re-
quest to include sufficient funding for the 
modification and instrumentation of those 
green aircraft. 

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY 

The agreement includes $65,000,000 for the 
Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund 
(PCSRF) and directs that funds will be avail-
able to Tribes without a matching require-
ment. NOAA is directed to report on how its 
current priorities meet the intent of the 
PCSRF to support the recovery and protec-
tion of all declining salmon stocks. 

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

The agreement provides $300,000 for Fish-
eries Disaster Assistance. 

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND 

The agreement includes $349,000 for the 
Fishermen’s Contingency Fund. 

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement includes language under 
this heading limiting obligations of direct 
loans to $24,000,000 for Individual Fishing 
Quota loans and $150,000,000 for traditional 
direct loans. 

RECREATIONAL QUOTA ENTITY FUND 

The agreement allows for the establish-
ment of a halibut recreational quota entity 
as authorized under section 106 of the 
Driftnet Modernization and Bycatch Reduc-
tion Act (title I of division S of Public Law 
117–328). 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $94,500,000 for De-
partmental Management salaries and ex-
penses. 

United States-Ukraine Infrastructure Task 
Force.—The agreement encourages the De-
partment, in coordination with the Depart-
ments of Transportation and State, to sub-
mit an update to the Committees on the sta-
tus of the potential U.S.-Ukraine Infrastruc-
ture Task Force, specifically detailing: (1) 
activities the U.S.-Ukraine Infrastructure 
Task Force is considering to address 
Ukraine’s immediate and long-term infra-
structure and reconstruction needs, includ-
ing the identification of any gaps or needs 
for infrastructure projects and associated in-
vestment estimates, 27 with a focus on 
Ukraine’s transportation infrastructure; (2) 
analysis of how U.S. private sector infra-
structure stakeholders can be further lever-
aged, including consideration of possible pri-
vate sector development initiatives; and (3) 
any barriers preventing the Department 
from working with relevant agencies on 
these tasks. 

National Strategy to Combat Antisemitism.— 
The agreement directs the Secretary to con-
tinue supporting the National Strategy to 
Combat Antisemitism released on May 25, 
2023. 

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION 

The agreement includes a total of $1,142,000 
for the Renovation and Modernization ac-
count. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The agreement includes a total of 
$48,000,000 for the Office of Inspector General 
(OIG). 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF COMMERCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes the following gen-

eral provisions for the Department of Com-
merce: 

Section 101 makes funds available for ad-
vanced payments only upon certification of 
officials, designated by the Secretary, that 
such payments are considered to be in the 
public interest. 

Section 102 makes appropriations for De-
partment of Commerce salaries and expenses 
available for hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles, for services, and for uniforms and allow-
ances as authorized by law. 

Section 103 provides the authority to 
transfer funds between Department of Com-
merce appropriation accounts and requires 15 
days advance notification to the Committees 
on Appropriations for certain actions. 

Section 104 provides congressional notifi-
cation requirements for NOAA satellite pro-
grams and includes life cycle cost estimates 
for certain weather satellite programs. 

Section 105 provides for reimbursement for 
services within Department of Commerce 
buildings. 

Section 106 clarifies that grant recipients 
under the Department of Commerce may 
deter child pornography, copyright infringe-
ment, or any other unlawful activity over 
their networks. 

Section 107 provides the NOAA Adminis-
trator with the authority to avail NOAA of 
resources, with the consent of those sup-
plying the resources, to carry out respon-
sibilities of any statute administered by 
NOAA. 

Section 108 prohibits the National Tech-
nical Information Service from charging for 
certain services. 

Section 109 allows NOAA to be reimbursed 
by Federal and non-Federal entities for per-
forming certain activities. 

Section 110 provides the Economics and 
Statistics Administration certain authority 
to enter into cooperative agreements. 

Section 111 allows the Secretary of Com-
merce to waive up to 50 percent of the cost 
sharing requirements for funds provided in 
this act under section 315 of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972. 

Section 112 sets limitations on the Depart-
ment’s ability to obligate unobligated bal-
ances of expired discretionary funds trans-
ferred to the Nonrecurring Expenses Fund. 

Section 113 allows for the establishment of 
Cooperative Aviation Centers to aid in the 
recruitment of aviators for the NOAA Com-
missioned Officer Corps. 

Section 114 allows for the modification of 
the Ketchikan port facility. 

Section 115 allows the NOAA Adminis-
trator to establish an alternative or fixed 
rate for relocation allowance, including per-
manent change of station allowance. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

JUSTICE OPERATIONS, MANAGEMENT, AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The agreement includes $142,000,000 for 

Justice Operations, Management, and Ac-
countability. 

For fiscal year 2024, the agreement adopts 
the language in the joint explanatory state-
ment accompanying Public Law 117–103 on 
‘‘Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) Opinions.’’ In 
lieu of language in the Senate report direct-
ing that funding for programs, projects, and 
activities, across all Department of Justice 
(DOJ) appropriations accounts, is provided 
at no less than the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
levels, the agreement directs the Depart-
ment to prioritize such programs, projects, 
and activities to the extent practicable. 

Protecting Children from Online Predators.— 
The agreement directs the Department to re-
port to the Committees, within 120 days of 
the enactment of this act, its recommenda-
tions for a coordinated approach between the 
Department, other government entities, 
technology companies, and victim services 
providers to address the rising prevalence of 
the production and distribution of online 
child sexual abuse materials (CSAM). Addi-
tionally, the agreement encourages the De-
partment to include in the report rec-
ommendations on victim-centered policing 
strategies, a general assessment of the re-
source needs of the Department and its 
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement 
partner agencies to identify and rescue vic-
tims of CSAM, and recommendations for 
other strategies and best practices. 

Combating Domestic Terrorism.—In lieu of 
Senate report language under this same 
heading, the agreement directs the Depart-
ment to brief the Committees, within 90 days 
of the enactment of this act, on the Depart-
ment’s assessment and analysis, as pre-
viously directed in Senate Report 116–127, 
under ‘‘Combating Domestic Terrorism,’’ and 
adopted by Public Law 116–93. 

Human Rights Crimes.—The agreement di-
rects the Criminal Division (CRM) and the 
U.S. Attorneys Offices (USAO) to increase ef-
forts to investigate and prosecute human 
rights violations, including genocide, tor-
ture, use or recruitment of child soldiers, 
war crimes, and other crimes committed by 
human rights violators, particularly to sup-
port the newly-established War Crimes Ac-
countability Team’s efforts to respond to 
war crimes and other atrocities committed 
during Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, efforts 
to investigate and prosecute war crimes 
committed during Hamas’ October 7, 2023, at-
tack on Israel, and the added responsibilities 
of CRM to prosecute war criminals under the 
Justice for Victims of War Crimes Act (Pub-
lic Law 117–351). For this purpose, the agree-
ment supports continued funding for CRM 
and USAO to investigate and prosecute these 
cases. 

The agreement directs the Department to 
report to the Committees, within 120 days of 
enactment of this act, on all investigations 
and prosecutions of human rights offenses 
and other offenses committed by serious 
human rights violators within each of the 
last five fiscal years, including the efforts of 
CRM and USAO to increase the number of 
prosecutions. The report should also include 
any organizational or legal impediments to 
investigating and prosecuting more human 
rights violators. 

Combating Violent Crime in Indian Coun-
try.—The agreement encourages the USAO to 
prioritize efforts to investigate and pros-
ecute violent crimes within their jurisdic-
tion against Native Americans and Alaska 
Natives that occur in Indian Country, to 
maintain communication with victims and 
family members about the status of ongoing 
investigations and cases, and to provide as 
much information as possible on any dec-
linations. The agreement encourages DOJ 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), in consultation with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and state, local, and Tribal law 
enforcement agencies, to notify the Commit-
tees of necessary resources and cost esti-
mates, including additional FBI agents, to 
investigate, respond to, and prevent crimes 
in Indian Country. The agreement further 
encourages the FBI to increase recruitment, 
retention, and placement efforts in order to 
fill existing positions in areas with large 
land-based Tribes or with high instances of 
missing and murdered Indigenous persons 
cases. 

Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crimes 
Act.—The agreement directs that the Depart-
ment provide up to $14,500,000 for Emmett 
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Till Act activities, including up to $10,000,000 
for the FBI and the Civil Rights Division’s 
Cold Case Initiative; up to $1,500,000 for the 
Community Relations Service to partner 
with law enforcement agencies and commu-
nities to help resolve conflicts resulting 
from the investigation of unsolved civil 
rights era cases; and $3,000,000 for grants to 
State and local law enforcement agencies for 
the use of modem DNA and forensic tools to 
aid civil rights era cold case investigations. 

McGirt v. Oklahoma.—The agreement di-
rects the Department to ensure all McGirt-re-
lated needs are met, and further directs the 
Department to allocate no less than the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted levels for McGirt-re-
lated activities, by component. The Depart-
ment is directed to keep the Committees ap-
prised of any additional resources or needs 
relating to McGirt, and, within 90 days of en-
actment of this act, the Department shall 
update and submit the report required under 
this heading in the joint explanatory state-
ment accompanying Public Law 117–328. 

Voting Rights and Election Administrator 
Threats.—The agreement encourages the De-
partment to devote appropriate resources to 
investigate credible threats made against in-
dividuals associated with the electoral proc-
ess, such as election administrators, and en-
courages the Department to make all poli-
cies and procedures related to the rights and 
protections offered to such individuals pub-
licly available on its website. The agreement 
further encourages the Attorney General to 
provide appropriate resources to ensure vot-
ing rights are protected, pursuant to the U.S. 
Constitution, Federal law, and proper adher-
ence to the precedents of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

Analysis of Digital Evidence.—The agree-
ment adopts the directive under this heading 
in the Senate report, and further directs the 
Department to brief the Committees, no 
later than 90 days after the enactment of 
this act, regarding the use of evidence from 
digital devices in the course of its investiga-
tions. 

Illegal Gambling.—In addition to the direc-
tive in the Senate report under this same 
heading, the Department is encouraged to 
pursue cases against illegal online 
sportsbooks and casinos, as appropriate. 

Update on Required Agency Research.—Con-
sistent with the directive contained under 
this heading in House Report 117–395, as 
adopted by Public Law 117–328, the agree-
ment directs the Department to update the 
Committees on the progress toward expanded 
researcher access to samples and strains of 
marijuana for scientific research on mari-
juana-impaired driving. The agreement ex-
pects the Department to provide the briefing 
to the Committees, no later than 60 days 
after the enactment of this act, and in ad-
vance of the publication of the report, and 
recommendations required by Public Law 
117–58. 

Third Party Settlements.—The agreement di-
rects the Department to report to the Com-
mittees, no later than 30 days after the end 
of fiscal year 2024, on each settlement nego-
tiated or concluded by the Department dur-
ing fiscal year 2024 that includes terms re-
quiring the defendant to donate or con-
tribute funds to an organization or indi-
vidual. 

Felony Convictions.—The agreement directs 
the Department to provide a briefing to the 
Committees, no later than 180 days after the 
enactment of this act, on the number of De-
partment employees who have been con-
victed of a felony since January 1, 2017, and 
of that number, how many remain employed 
and how many have been terminated by the 
Department. 

Federal Law Enforcement Operations in the 
U.S. Caribbean.—The agreement acknowl-

edges the elevated homicide rates in Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the 
link of such crimes to illegal narcotics traf-
ficking in the region. The agreement expects 
the Department and the Organized Crime 
Drug Enforcement Task Forces (OCDETF) to 
continue prioritizing resources and joint op-
erations to dismantle and prosecute drug 
trafficking and money laundering organiza-
tions in the region, including through the 
Caribbean Corridor Strike Force. 

Blockchain Analysis Tools.—In an effort to 
reduce crimes involving the illicit use of 
cryptocurrency, the agreement encourages 
the Department to acquire blockchain anal-
ysis tools, attributed blockchain data, train-
ing on cryptocurrency-related investiga-
tions, and cryptocurrency-related investiga-
tive and analytical support. The agreement 
directs the Department, including the FBI, 
the United States Marshals Services, and the 
Asset Forfeiture Program, to provide a brief-
ing on its cryptocurrency-related activities 
within 90 days of the enactment of this act. 

Department of Justice Recusal Policies.—The 
agreement directs the Department to con-
tinue implementing the policies and proce-
dures specified under this heading in the 
joint explanatory statement accompanying 
Public Law 117–328. The Department is fur-
ther directed to continue to submit, no later 
than 60 days after the enactment of this act, 
the annual report as specified under this 
heading in the joint explanatory statement 
accompanying Public Law 117–103. The agree-
ment clarifies that these policies and proce-
dures are to pertain to attorney recusals, 
formal or informal, predicated on statutory, 
regulatory, and professional responsibility 
requirements, conflicting financial interests, 
or concerns related to impartiality or the ap-
pearance of impartiality. 

Office of Inspector General (OIG) Referrals.— 
The agreement adopts the language in the 
joint explanatory statement accompanying 
Public Law 117–103 under the same heading. 
In addition, the Department is directed to 
review the data provided by OIG under sec-
tion 405(b)(17) of title 5, United States Code. 
OIG is directed, in its transmission of the 
semiannual report under section 405(c) of 
title 5, United States Code, to provide a sta-
tistical table showing the number of OIG re-
ferrals that were declined for prosecution, 
including, if practicable, an explanation of 
why cases were declined for prosecution. 

Countering Antisemitism.—The Department 
is directed to report, within 60 days of the 
enactment of this act, its plans to imple-
ment the National Strategy to Counter Anti-
semitism released May 25, 2023. 

Department of Justice Firearms and Ammuni-
tion.—The agreement directs the Govern-
ment Accountability Office to update its 2018 
report ‘‘Purchases and Inventory Controls of 
Firearms, Ammunition, and Tactical Equip-
ment’’ (GA0–19–175), as it pertains to the De-
partment. 

Savanna’s Act.—The agreement directs the 
Department to provide recommendations on 
how data collection on missing or murdered 
Indigenous people can be improved, con-
sistent with Savanna’s Act (Public Law 116– 
165), and, within 90 days of enactment of this 
act, directs the Department to brief the 
Committees on its progress in implementing 
this legislation. 

State Regulatory Frameworks.—The agree-
ment urges the Department, in coordination 
with the Department of the Treasury, Alco-
hol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, and 
other agencies which may have relevant reg-
ulatory expertise, to coordinate an assess-
ment of the adequacy of State marijuana 
regulatory frameworks, including com-
monalities and novel approaches to enforce-
ment and oversight. 

Illegal Vaping Products from the People’s Re-
public of China.—The agreement directs the 

Department, in coordination with U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, the Food and 
Drug Administration, and other relevant 
agencies, to submit a report, within 180 days 
of the enactment of this act, on enforcement 
actions taken to halt, reduce, and prevent il-
legal electronic nicotine delivery system 
(ENDS) products from entering the stream of 
commerce within the United States. The re-
port shall assess: (1) all civil or criminal ac-
tions filed in Federal court; (2) the volume of 
ENDS products seized at ports of entry; and 
(3) civil monetary penalties imposed. 

Wildlife Trafficking.—In lieu of the Senate 
report language, the agreement encourages 
the Attorney General to continue submitting 
an annual report on the specific steps the 
Department is taking to further address 
wildlife trafficking and the illegal natural 
resources trade. The agreement further en-
courages the Department to continue to pro-
vide dedicated resources for investigating 
and prosecuting wildlife trafficking crimes. 

Recorded Law Enforcement Interviews.—The 
agreement directs the Department to submit 
a report to the Committees, within 90 days of 
the enactment of this act, on the feasibility 
of implementing procedures and protocols 
for conducting recorded interviews using 
electronic audio and video recording equip-
ment of a target, subject, witness, or victim 
in connection with an investigation of a Fed-
eral offense, or an investigation in which a 
Department component is assisting a state, 
local or Tribal law enforcement agency. The 
report shall be specific to each of the Depart-
ment’s Federal law enforcement components 
in terms of types of investigations, 
interviewee notifications and consent re-
quirements, and exceptions required for 
those investigations, including when audio- 
or video-recorded interviews are not prac-
ticable, would interfere with the conduct of 
the investigation, or would compromise the 
life or safety of the interviewee. Finally, the 
agreement directs the Department to include 
in the report cost estimates and timelines 
associated with implementation, including 
equipment and data storage. 

DOJ Grants Oversight.—The agreement di-
rects the Department to provide, in the fis-
cal year 2024 spend plan submitted pursuant 
to section 528 of this act, a clear explanation 
of how each solicitation for funds reserved 
under section 506(b)(1) of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 
U.S.C. 10157) satisfies the requirement that 
such funds be used ‘‘to combat, address, or 
otherwise respond to precipitous or extraor-
dinary increases in crime, or in a type or 
types of crime.’’ 

District of Columbia Resources.—The agree-
ment directs the Department to submit to 
the Committees, within 90 days of enactment 
of this act, a report on the Department’s in-
vestments in addressing increased crime in 
the District of Columbia, as announced by 
the Department in January 2024. The report 
should include data over the last five fiscal 
years regarding prosecution rates for the of-
fenses of homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle 
theft, carjackings, and arson in the District 
of Columbia. 

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $30,000,000 for Jus-
tice Information Sharing Technology. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes $844,000,000 for the 

Executive Office for Immigration Review 
(EOIR), of which $4,000,000 is derived by a 
transfer from the U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services Immigration Examinations 
Fee Account. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00310 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1405 March 5, 2024 
Disposition of EOIR Adjudications.—The 

agreement adopts the directive in the Senate 
report under this heading. In addition, the 
agreement directs EOIR to report to the 
Committees, monthly throughout fiscal year 
2024, the number of cases, disaggregated by 
category, that have been terminated, admin-
istratively closed, or dismissed. 

Immigration Judge Training.—EOIR is di-
rected to follow the directive in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 117–103 under this heading. In addition, 
the agreement directs EOIR to ensure con-
sistency in its training for all current and 
new immigration judges (IJs). 

Immigration Judge Hiring.—EOIR is directed 
to follow the directive in the joint explana-
tory statement accompanying Public Law 
117–103 under this heading. In addition, the 
agreement directs EOIR to report the num-
ber of IJs who did not hear cases during the 
preceding month. 

Immigration Case Backlog.—In addition to 
the directives under ‘‘Case Backlog and Re-
porting Requirements’’ in the Senate report, 
the agreement directs EOIR to report to the 
Committees where and when the hiring pro-
cedures referred to in the directive have been 
posted. The agreement further directs EOIR 
to provide, no later than 120 days after the 
enactment of this act, and monthly there-
after throughout fiscal year 2024, all data 
from the IJ performance dashboard from fis-
cal years 2020 through 2024. The agreement 
also notes that EOIR’s backlog of cases 
delays due process and justice—in many 
cases, for years—for those who have a valid 
claim to immigration benefits. Given the im-
pact of the current backlog of over 2,300,000 
cases on EOIR’s workforce, the agreement 
directs EOIR to implement a performance 
appraisal program for IJs, Assistant Chief 
IJs, and Appellate IJs, consistent with rec-
ommendations made by the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO–23–105431) with re-
spect to workforce planning and manage-
ment best practices and OPM guidance. 
EOIR shall submit a report to the Commit-
tees on the results of the performance ap-
praisal program and any modifications made 
following the evaluation. Additionally, to as-
sist with the backlog reduction effort, the 
agreement directs EOIR to utilize Assistant 
Chief IJs in the same capacity as IJs for the 
purposes of maintaining a docket for master 
and individual hearing cases, and further di-
rects the Attorney General to ensure that 
IJs hired in fiscal year 2024 will adjudicate 
cases as their primary function. 

EOIR Personnel Practices.—The agreement 
directs EOIR to provide the Committees a re-
port, no later than 90 days after enactment 
of this act, on the practices related to the 
hiring and terminations of IJs. 

Legal Orientation Program (LOP).—In lieu of 
the Senate language under the same heading, 
the agreement provides no less than 
$28,000,000 for services provided by LOP. The 
agreement requests an evaluation of the re-
sources necessary to provide LOP services at 
additional sites and notes the particular 
need for legal services at more remote immi-
gration detention sites that are far from 
legal service providers in urban centers. The 
agreement directs the Department to utilize 
all appropriated funds solely for legitimate 
program purposes. 

Videoteleconferencing (VTC).—The agree-
ment adopts the Senate language under the 
same heading but does not adopt the rec-
ommendation that EOIR work in conjunc-
tion with a stakeholder working group in its 
creation of uniform standards for VTC proce-
dures. 

GAO Update on VTC Data.—In lieu of the 
Senate language under the heading ‘‘VTC 
Data and Reporting’’, the agreement directs 
the Government Accountability Office to up-

date the VTC portion of its 2017 report ‘‘Im-
migration Courts: Actions Needed to Reduce 
Case Backlog and Address Long-Standing 
Management and Operational Challenges’’ 
(GAO–17–438). 

Unified Immigration Portal (UIP).—The 
agreement acknowledges ongoing invest-
ments by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) in technology and data integra-
tion, including UIP data sharing. Such in-
vestments improve the business process be-
tween DHS and EOIR through operational ef-
ficiencies, potential cost and time savings in 
court scheduling, and the elimination of mis-
matched data. The agreement directs EOIR 
to provide a status update on its UIP-related 
efforts no later than 60 days after the enact-
ment of this act. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The agreement includes $139,000,000 for the 
Office of Inspector General. 

Audits of Grant Programs.—The agreement 
directs the OIG to thoroughly audit the De-
partment’s grant making components and 
provide quarterly reports to the Committees 
regarding the Department’s implementation 
of grant programs. 

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $14,000,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the United States 
Parole Commission. 

LEGAL ACTIVITIES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL 
ACTIVITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $1,090,000,000 for 
General Legal Activities. For fiscal year 
2024, the agreement adopts the language in 
House Report 117–395 on ‘‘Deinstitutionaliza-
tion.’’ 

Office of Immigration Litigation (OIL) Per-
formance.—The agreement directs OIL, Dis-
trict Court and Appellate Sections, no later 
than 120 days after the enactment of this act, 
to provide the Committees all training mate-
rials for OIL trial attorneys, special litiga-
tion counsels, and assistant directors. The 
agreement further directs the Appellate Sec-
tion to provide, no later than 90 days after 
the date of enactment of this act, a report, 
with data from fiscal year 2018 though fiscal 
year 2024 year to date, that includes the 
number of cases that the OIL District and 
Appellate Sections agreed to resolve through 
judicial administrative closure, Jacobson re-
mand, or dismissal without prejudice. 

U.S. Forest Service Litigation.—The agree-
ment encourages the Department to provide 
dedicated resources for litigation regarding 
national forest restoration projects of the 
U.S. Forest Service. The agreement further 
encourages the Department to prioritize ef-
forts based on regions of the U.S. Forest 
Service with high volumes of litigation and 
to draw from litigators with experience with 
national forest restoration projects. 

VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION TRUST FUND 

The agreement includes a reimbursement 
of $22,700,000 for Department expenses associ-
ated with litigating cases under the National 
Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986 (Public 
Law 99–660). 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION 

The agreement includes $233,000,000 for the 
Antitrust Division. This appropriation re-
flects a current estimated projection of ac-
tual fee collections for fiscal year 2024. 

Pre-merger Filing Fees.—In lieu of language 
in the Senate report under the same heading, 
the agreement acknowledges the inherent 
structural challenges of providing predict-
able, sustainable appropriations to fee-fund-
ed agencies, including the Antitrust Divi-

sion, as fee collections are inherently unpre-
dictable and vary based on economic condi-
tions and other factors. The agreement rec-
ognizes the importance of predictable, sus-
tainable funding for the Antitrust Division, 
and encourages the Department to work 
with Congressional committees of jurisdic-
tion to address such challenges. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEYS 

The agreement includes $2,611,000,000 for 
the Executive Office for United States Attor-
neys and the 94 United States Attorneys’ of-
fices. 

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND 

The agreement includes $245,000,000 for the 
United States Trustee Program. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

The agreement includes $2,504,000 for the 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commission. 

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES 

The agreement includes $270,000,000 for 
Fees and Expenses of Witnesses. The agree-
ment expects that no funds will be obligated 
for expert witness services, including the 
payment of fees and expenses of expert wit-
nesses, from any other DOJ accounts other 
than Fees and Expenses of Witnesses. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS SERVICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $24,000,000 for the 
Community Relations Service. 

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND 

The agreement includes $20,514,000 for the 
Assets Forfeiture Fund. 

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $1,692,000,000 for 
the salaries and expenses of the United 
States Marshals Service (USMS). 

International Megan’s Law.—Within the 
funding provided, the agreement supports 
the enforcement of laws relating to inter-
national travel of sex offenders, including 
through the Angel Watch Center. 

Judicial Security and Protective Operations.— 
The agreement acknowledges USMS’ impor-
tant responsibility to protect the life and 
safety of Federal judges, their families, and 
Federal judiciary employees. The agreement 
directs the USMS to fully enforce all appli-
cable laws to provide for the appropriate pro-
tection of the Federal judiciary. Within the 
funds provided, the agreement expects the 
USMS to dedicate the requisite resources for 
this protection mission. The agreement fur-
ther supports USMS implementation of its 
responsibilities described in section 5936(b) of 
the Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Pri-
vacy Act of 2022 (Public Law 117–263), within 
funds provided. 

Regional Fugitive Task Forces (RFTF).—The 
agreement directs the USMS to submit an 
updated report on the expansion of the RFTF 
program. In contemplating the establish-
ment of new RFTFs, the USMS is encour-
aged to give consideration to regions of the 
United States that are not currently served 
by a RFTF including the Midwest and New 
England. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The agreement includes $15,000,000 for con-
struction and related expenses in space con-
trolled, occupied, or utilized by the USMS 
for prisoner holding and related support. 

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION 

The agreement includes $2,100,000,000 for 
Federal Prisoner Detention. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1406 March 5, 2024 
NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $128,000,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the National Secu-
rity Division (NSD). 

Countering Espionage by the People’s Repub-
lic of China (PRC).—The agreement directs 
the NSD to provide a report to the Commit-
tees, within 60 days of enactment of this act, 
outlining all efforts undertaken to continue 
the identification and prosecution of espio-
nage efforts against American businesses, re-
search institutions, and academia emanating 
from the PRC. 

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

ORGANIZED CRIME DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK 
FORCES 

The agreement includes $547,000,000 for the 
Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task 
Forces. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $10,643,713,000 for 
the salaries and expenses of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI). 

Field Integration Study.—The agreement di-
rects the FBI to conduct a study and provide 
a report to the Committees, no later than 270 
days after the enactment of this act, on the 
feasibility of expanding the FBI operations 
in regional offices around the country. Such 
study should also examine the existing re-
sources and infrastructure of FBI facilities 
with the capacity for expansion throughout 
the United States. The agreement directs the 
FBI to include in the report an assessment of 
the utility and costs associated with such ex-
pansions of resources and personnel. 

National Instant Criminal Background Check 
System.—Within the amounts provided, the 
agreement expects the FBI to allocate the 
full amount of resources necessary for all 
statutorily required firearm background 
checks through its National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System (NICS). 

Network Investigative Techniques.—The 
agreement directs the FBI to provide the 
Committees, not later than 90 days after the 
date of the enactment of this act, a classified 
briefing that addresses the following mat-
ters, over the last three fiscal years: (1) the 
number of operations in which the FBI has 
used network investigative techniques; (2) 
the number of such instances that were 
court-authorized; (3) the number of such in-
stances that were authorized by the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court; and (4) the 
number of individuals, devices, and accounts 
that were searched remotely by the FBI. 

Targeting Fentanyl.—The agreement directs 
the FBI, within funds provided, to allocate 
the maximum amount of available resources, 
as practicable, to support a comprehensive, 
multi-pronged criminal enterprise strategy 
to target fentanyl and opioid trafficking on 
Darknet and Clearnet, enhance intelligence 
and anti-money laundering activities, and 
support investigations that focus on identi-
fying, targeting, disrupting, degrading, and 
dismantling transnational criminal organi-
zations (TCOs). 

TCOs and Counternarcotics Investigations.— 
The agreement urges the FBI to continue its 
efforts to address TCOs and counternarcotics 
investigations in Central America. 

Child Exploitation and Trafficking.—The 
agreement acknowledges the increased use of 
digital services for child exploitation and 
trafficking. The agreement encourages the 
FBI to consider using a biometric identifica-
tion system to bridge current information 
gaps and enhance investigation efforts with-
in the FBI, through the procurement of a 
software-related database to share informa-

tion across law enforcement agencies. The 
system should create a standardized vetting 
process and provide data visualization tools 
to help expedite and recover victims of ex-
ploitation. 

Terrorist Explosive Device Analytical Center 
(TEDAC) and Hazardous Device School 
(HDS).—The agreement provides up to the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted levels for TEDAC and 
HOS. 

National Bioforensic Analysis Center 
(NBFAC).—The agreement provides up to 
$21,840,000 for the FBI’s role at the NBFAC. 

Combatting Modern Slavery and Human Traf-
ficking.—The agreement directs the FBI to 
allocate additional staff dedicated to human 
trafficking at its field offices with the larg-
est geographic areas of responsibility. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The agreement includes $30,000,000 for FBI 
construction. 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes a direct appropria-
tion of $2,567,000,000 for the salaries and ex-
penses of the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA). In addition, DEA expects to de-
rive $620,000,000 from fees deposited in the Di-
version Control Fee Account to carry out the 
Diversion Control Program, resulting in 
$3,187,000,000 in total spending authority. 

Digital Evidence to Combat the Fentanyl Cri-
sis.—The agreement urges DEA to establish 
and formalize a tiered digital evidence enter-
prise program. The agreement directs DEA 
to report to the Committees on the cost of 
establishing and formalizing a tiered digital 
evidence program encompassing the entire 
digital evidence workflow in which DEA per-
sonnel would uniformly deploy digital evi-
dence technical capabilities and training 
across all 23 DEA divisions. The agreement 
further directs DEA to report to the Com-
mittees on its strategic plan on the utiliza-
tion of established internationally and na-
tionally recognized training programs and 
policy and procedures development utilizing 
already established national best practices. 
Finally, the agreement directs the DEA to 
report its strategic plan on its current state 
and future state partnerships with state and 
local digital laboratories and to develop a 
collaborative and comprehensive best prac-
tices document. 

Supply Shortage of Amphetamine Formula-
tions.—The agreement directs DEA to issue a 
report to the Committees, no later than 90 
days after the enactment of this act, on the 
impact DEA production quotas are having on 
the current supply shortage, and whether 
such production quotas will, or should, be 
modified. 

Opioid Takeback Programs.—The agreement 
encourages DEA to consider updating regula-
tions within its jurisdiction to enhance and 
expand opioid takeback programs, thereby 
improving the options for safely disposing 
unused opioid medications. 

Appropriations Liaison.—The agreement di-
rects DEA to maintain a dedicated appro-
priations liaison office within the Office of 
the Chief Financial Officer. 

Counter Threat Teams.—The agreement di-
rects DEA, within funding provided, to con-
tinue developing its Counter Threat Teams 
(CTT) initiative. DEA is further directed to 
submit a report on all associated costs to 
fully implement this initiative nationwide 
and the costs associated with implementa-
tion in the current fiscal year within 90 days 
of enactment of this act. The agreement di-
rects DEA to brief the Committees no later 
than 120 days after the enactment of the act 
on the CTTs. 

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND 
EXPLOSIVES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The agreement includes $1,625,000,000 for 

the salaries and expenses of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF). 

Electronic Forms (‘‘eForms’’) Application 
Process.—The agreement strongly urges ATF 
to provide a mechanism for allowing eForms 
applicants to correct mistakes without hav-
ing to resubmit their application. 

National Firearms Act Application Processing 
Times.—The agreement directs ATF and the 
FBI to continue collaboration to improve the 
process for consideration of applications to 
address ongoing delays in application proc-
essing times. 

National Integrated Ballistic Information Net-
work (NIBIN).—The agreement directs the 
continued expansion of NIBIN, including ad-
ditional entry stations, additional law en-
forcement coordination, expanded training 
and technology investments to Tribal law 
enforcement, within funds provided. The 
agreement directs that ATF examine ways 
to expand access to NIBIN to state and local 
agencies in the New England and southwest 
border regions. 

Enhancing Capacity of Ballistic Matches.— 
Within the funds provided, the agreement en-
courages ATF to prioritize the development 
and implementation of technologies that en-
hance the efficiency and accuracy of ballis-
tics imaging triage, reduce turnaround times 
for analysis of ballistics evidence, and im-
prove the sharing of information and data 
among law enforcement agencies. ATF is fur-
ther encouraged to prioritize the implemen-
tation of currently available technologies 
that enhance the efficiency and accuracy of 
bullet imaging comparisons. The agreement 
encourages ATF to ensure such efforts sup-
port NIBIN and Crime Gun Intelligence Cen-
ter (CGIC) initiatives to address gun vio-
lence. The agreement further encourages 
ATF to coordinate with state and local law 
enforcement agencies on the adoption of 
technology that aligns with their needs. Fi-
nally, the agreement directs ATF to report 
to the Committees, no later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this act, 
on the availability and viability of such 
technology, including by assessing its effec-
tiveness in providing real-time forensic- 
based intelligence to law enforcement and 
any challenges associated with its adoption, 
and any recommendations for improvements. 

Facilities.—In lieu of Senate report lan-
guage regarding the National Services Cen-
ter, the agreement directs ATF to submit a 
report to the Committees, within 120 days of 
enactment of this act, on the needs, includ-
ing occupational hazards and risks as well as 
impact on ATF’s mission, associated with 
mission-critical facilities. 

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes $8,392,588,000 for 

the salaries and expenses of the Federal Pris-
on System. Of the amount made available 
under this heading, no less than the fiscal 
year 2023 level shall be used for land mobile 
radio (LMR) communication and video secu-
rity upgrades. The 44 agreement recommends 
no less than fiscal year 2023 enacted levels to 
sustain and increase Bureau of Prisons (BOP) 
hiring efforts. 

Report on Sexual Harassment.—The agree-
ment directs BOP to submit a report, no 
later than 90 days after the enactment of 
this act, on its continued efforts to address 
sexual harassment and assault of female in-
mates in BOP facilities, resources necessary 
to keep female inmates safe, and other meas-
ures to ensure all BOP employees are aware 
of their responsibilities. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1407 March 5, 2024 
Hiring and Vacancies.—The agreement 

adopts the directive in the Senate report on 
‘‘Hiring and Staff Reports.’’ In addition, the 
agreement directs the Department to coordi-
nate with the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment (OPM) to enable expedited hiring for 
BOP facilities with vacancy rates exceeding 
10 percent and to make use of recruitment 
and retention bonuses. The agreement in-
structs BOP to describe such efforts in the 
report. 

Staffing at Medium Security Institutions.— 
The agreement encourages BOP to increase 
the number of correctional officers at me-
dium-security institutions. The agreement 
further encourages BOP to add one addi-
tional officer per two housing units, per 
shift, per day, at all medium-security insti-
tutions and institutions housing female in-
mates. The agreement further encourages 
BOP to supplement current staffing numbers 
and encourages BOP to staff all housing 
units or occupied parts of the housing units. 
The agreement further urges BOP to cease 
the practice of vacating housing units after- 
hours while offenders are secure in cells. 

Augmentation.—The agreement adopts the 
directives in the Senate report under the 
same heading, and directs BOP to submit a 
report outlining the agency’s augmentation 
usage practices, no later than 60 days after 
the enactment of this act. The agreement 
further directs BOP to provide a briefing re-
garding the report no later than 15 days after 
its submission. 

Officer Pay.—The agreement directs BOP 
to share with the Committees the results of 
its review required under the heading ‘‘Di-
rect Hire Authority’’ in the Senate report on 
correctional officer pay scales immediately 
upon its completion. 

Overtime Pay Rate.—In lieu of the directive 
in the Senate report under the same heading, 
the agreement adopts the directives in the 
joint explanatory statement accompanying 
Public Law 117–103 on ‘‘Overtime Pay Rate.’’ 

First Step Act (FSA) Staffing.—The agree-
ment encourages BOP to hire additional pro-
gramming staff to successfully provide these 
key programs and ensure that each facility 
has a Special Education Teacher on staff. 
The agreement further encourages BOP to 
hire a Special Populations Manager at each 
BOP institution to ensure that additional 
FSA programming can be provided. Positions 
that are vital to the FSA should be added to 
institution staffing requirements and not 
taken from existing staffing complements. 

Restrictive Housing.—The agreement en-
courages BOP to significantly reduce the 
number of Federal inmates in restricted 
housing, including by opening transition 
units and other specialized units for popu-
lations often sent to restricted housing, and 
by working with regional directors and war-
dens to address the widespread reliance on 
restricted housing. 

Open GAO Recommendations.—The agree-
ment directs BOP to provide to the Commit-
tees, no later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this act, a report that: (1) identifies 
all BOP-related recommendations issued by 
the GAO over the last ten fiscal years that 
remain open; and (2) describes the steps BOP 
is taking to implement all recommended ac-
tions and close out each open recommenda-
tion. 

Camera and Radio Systems in Federal Prison 
Facilities.—The agreement directs BOP to 
submit, no later than 90 days after the enact-
ment of this act, a three-year plan to up-
grade its security camera, LMR communica-
tion, and public address (PA) systems at all 
BOP correctional facilities. Such plan should 
address current system deficiencies, includ-
ing a lack of functioning systems, blind 
spots, or radios lacking a ‘‘man down’’ func-
tion; the need for, and cost of, planned sys-

tem maintenance and upgrades, including 
analog-to-digital system conversion; needed 
upgrades to ensure storage, logging, preser-
vation, and accessibility of records for inves-
tigators or courts; and any other enterprise- 
wide considerations for such technologies 
and systems. Additionally, the agreement di-
rects BOP to incorporate into the plan a cost 
projection and prioritization of facilities for 
security camera, LMR, and PA system up-
grades. 

Government Identification.—The agreement 
directs the BOP to identify key stakeholders 
and leverage their expertise to help ensure 
that BOP maximizes the potential uses of 
the new Federal ID card. Further, the agree-
ment directs BOP to provide a report, no 
later than 180 days after the enactment of 
this act, on its efforts to leverage stake-
holder expertise to ensure the rollout of the 
new Federal ID card is successful. 

Healthcare Reentry.—The agreement directs 
BOP to conduct a comprehensive assessment 
of the effectiveness of BOP’s policies and 
procedures for facilitating enrollment in 
Medicaid or other health care coverage for 
inmates nearing reentry, and for helping to 
ensure continuity of care upon release from 
BOP custody. The agreement directs BOP to 
report on these efforts no later than 90 days 
after the enactment of this act. The agree-
ment further directs BOP to assess the effec-
tiveness of Federal prison healthcare, includ-
ing any targeted assistance for facilitating 
enrollment in Medicaid or other health cov-
erage for inmates nearing reentry. The 
agreement also encourages BOP to establish 
a communication or coordination mecha-
nism with state Medicaid agencies, or the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, to 
facilitate the application and enrollment 
process for individuals leaving incarceration. 

Social Workers.—The agreement encourages 
BOP to establish procedures to improve the 
staffing levels for social workers, including 
by working with OPM. 

Staffing Shortages.—The agreement adopts 
the directive in the Senate report under this 
same heading. In addition, as part of the re-
port required under such directive, the 
agreement directs BOP to research the feasi-
bility of a retention incentive, not to exceed 
10 percent, for no-supervisory law enforce-
ment employees nearing retirement. 

Naloxone.—The agreement directs BOP to 
develop policies and procedures to train all 
staff in administering naloxone. The agree-
ment further directs BOP to provide a re-
port, no later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this act, detailing all efforts to train 
BOP employees to administer naloxone, how 
many BOP employees carry naloxone, how 
many times naloxone has been administered 
in BOP facilities during the previous 12 
months, and how many overdoses occurred in 
BOP facilities during the previous 12 months. 

Inmate Treatment.—The agreement encour-
ages BOP to make abstinence-based relapse 
prevention treatment options available to 
inmates with a history of opioid dependence. 

Mail Scanning.—The agreement directs 
BOP to submit a report to the Committees, 
no later than 60 days after the enactment of 
this act, detailing the cost of deploying dig-
ital mail scanning technology at all BOP de-
tention facilities, including potential cost 
savings or benefits that may result from 
having fewer staff involved in the mail scan-
ning process. 

Inmate Trust Accounts.—The agreement di-
rects the Department to report to the Com-
mittees, no later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this act, on the number of inmate 
trust fund accounts with a balance over 
$5,000. 

Roadmap to Reentry.—The agreement en-
courages BOP to reestablish the principles 
identified in the Justice Department’s 

‘‘Roadmap to Reentry,’’ and to begin the 
process of implementing these principles to 
improve the correctional practices and pro-
grams, including providing the following: (1) 
individualized reentry plans for individuals; 
(2) access to education, employment train-
ing, life skills, substance abuse, mental 
health, and other programs; (3) resources and 
opportunities to build and maintain family 
relationships; (4) individualized continuity of 
care; and (5) comprehensive reentry-related 
information and access to resources. 

Swift-Certain-Fair (SCF) Model in the Fed-
eral Prison System.—The agreement encour-
ages the BOP to establish SCF pilot pro-
grams in BOP housing units based upon best 
practices developed by other applicable cor-
rections agencies, and to collect data on the 
effectiveness of the program. The agreement 
directs BOP to provide, within 90 days of the 
enactment of this act, a report evaluating 
the pilot and making recommendations on 
its replication. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
The agreement includes $179,762,000 for the 

construction, acquisition, modernization, 
maintenance, and repair of prison and deten-
tion facilities housing Federal inmates. 

Modernization and Repair of Existing Facili-
ties.—The agreement expects BOP to apply 
funds provided in fiscal year 2024 to reduce 
its longstanding Modernization and Repair 
(M&R) backlog and directs BOP to prioritize 
funding for repairs that protect life and safe-
ty. The agreement further directs BOP to 
continue providing a schedule and timeline 
for repairs of facilities with geological and 
seismic deficiencies, and to include updates 
in the monthly M&R reports. 

Taft, California.—The agreement encour-
ages the BOP to expeditiously advance re-
pairs at this facility consistent with the 
timeline established in 2021. Accordingly, the 
agreement directs BOP to provide the Com-
mittees, no later than 60 days after the en-
actment of this act, a detailed timeline of all 
work related to repairing, rebuilding, ren-
ovating, or otherwise required for this facil-
ity. 

Deferred Maintenance and FSA Needs.—The 
agreement directs BOP to provide to the 
Committees, no later than 180 days after the 
enactment of this act, a facilities invest-
ment plan to address BOP’s current facility 
requirements. The agreement further directs 
BOP to include in such plan an assessment of 
the condition of all BOP facilities, any BOP 
plans to address deferred maintenance back-
logs with repair estimates broken out by pri-
ority categories, explanations of how appro-
priated funding will be applied in fiscal year 
2024 to address the backlog, and a multi-year 
outlook on investment in its current facili-
ties. The agreement encourages BOP to also 
include details on how Public Law 115–391 
impacts building and facility requirements 
and reentry program implementation. 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, 
FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED 
The agreement includes a limitation on ad-

ministrative expenses of $2,700,000 for Fed-
eral Prison Industries, Incorporated. 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITIES 

In total, the agreement includes 
$4,501,377,000 for state and local law enforce-
ment and crime prevention programs. This 
amount includes $4,247,377,000 in discre-
tionary budget authority, $80,000,000 derived 
by transfer from the Crime Victims Fund, 
and $174,000,000 scored as mandatory for Pub-
lic Safety Officer Benefits. The Department 
is directed to submit an annual report on 
grant programs that have not received a suf-
ficient number of qualified applicants. 

Bipartisan Safer Communities Act.—In addi-
tion to the resources provided in this act, 
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the agreement recognizes that additional 
funds have been made available to certain 
grant programs by Public Law 117–159. 

STOP School Violence Act.—The agreement 
directs the Department to continue fol-
lowing the directives in the joint explana-
tory statement accompanying Public Law 
117–103 under the heading ‘‘STOP School Vio-
lence Act.’’ Additionally, the agreement di-
rects BJA to prioritize mental health crisis 
intervention, applicants from rural and low- 
resourced school districts, and applicants in-
corporating crisis centers and evidence-based 
trainings for students and staff within their 
anonymous reporting systems, as permitted 
under the act. Recognizing that the STOP 
School Violence Act was enacted in 2018, 
BJA is directed to report, no later than 180 
days after the enactment of this act, on the 
demographics of recipient schools, strategies 
employed to reach low-resourced commu-
nities (such as microgrants), and efforts to 
improve technical assistance in support of 
grantee capacity. 

Grant Programs Crosswalks.—The Depart-
ment is directed to provide the Committees, 
as part of the spend plan submitted pursuant 
to section 528 of this act, a crosswalk of the 
Office on Violence Against Women (OVW), 
Office of Justice Programs (OJP), and Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services Office 
(COPS) grant program solicitations, which 
includes the same level of information and 
detail as was provided to the Committee 
with respect to the solicitations of the De-
partment’s grant program offices in fiscal 
year 2023. 

Improving Grant Reporting.—The agreement 
notes the recent GAO report entitled, 
‘‘Grants Management: Actions Needed to Im-
prove Agency Reporting of Expired Grants,’’ 
and highlights the recommendation that the 
Department ‘‘should resume reporting on 
undisbursed balances from expired grants in 
its annual Agency Financial Report or Per-
formance and Accountability Report and an-
nual performance plan,’’ as required by sec-
tion 524 of this act. The Department is ex-
pected to fulfill this recommendation and to 
resume reporting this information. 

Tribal Grants and Victim Assistance.—The 
agreement provides a total of $118,000,000 in 
discretionary grant funding for Tribes as fol-
lows: $50,000,000 within the Office of Justice 
Programs (OJP) for Tribal assistance; 
$16,000,000 for a Tribal youth program within 
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention (OJJDP); $34,000,000 for 
Tribal resources and $4,000,000 for a Tribal 
Access Program within the COPS Office; and 
$11,000,000 for a special domestic violence 
criminal jurisdiction program and $3,000,000 
for a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney on 
Tribal land program within the OVW. In ad-
dition, a total of $67,650,000 is provided to 
Tribal governments and Tribal coalitions in 
OVC funding as part of set-asides determined 
by program statute. For fiscal year 2024, the 
Department is directed to continue following 
the directives and reporting requirements in 
the joint explanatory statement accom-
panying Public Law 116–260 for ‘‘Tribal 
Grants and Victim Assistance.’’ 

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND 

PROSECUTION PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $713,000,000 for the 
Office on Violence Against Women. These 
funds are distributed as follows: 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND 
PROSECUTION PROGRAMS 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

STOP Grants ............................................................................... $255,000 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND 
PROSECUTION PROGRAMS—Continued 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

Sexual Assault Survivors’ Bill of Rights ............................... (10,000) 
Transitional House Assistance ................................................... 50,000 
Research and Evaluation on Violence Against Women ............ 2,500 
Consolidated Youth Oriented Programs ..................................... 17,000 

Engaging Men and Youth in Prevention ............................... (3,500) 
Improving Criminal Justice Responses ................................. 60,500 
Homicide Reduction Initiative ............................................... (4,000) 
Domestic Violence Lethality Reduction Initiative ................. (4,000) 
Policing and Prosecution Initiative ....................................... (8,000) 

Sexual Assault Services Program .............................................. 78,500 
Rural Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Enforcement .......... 50,000 
Violence on College Campuses .................................................. 25,000 

HBCU, HSI, and Tribal Colleges and Universities ................ (12,500) 
Legal Assistance for Victims ..................................................... 55,000 
Abuse Later in Life Program ..................................................... 9,000 
Justice for Families Program ..................................................... 22,000 
Disabilities Program .................................................................. 12,000 
National Resource Center on Workplace Responses ................. 1,000 
Research on Violence Against Indian Women ........................... 1,000 
Indian Country Sexual Assault Clearinghouse .......................... 500 
Tribal Special Domestic Violence Criminal Jurisdiction ............ 11,000 
Rape Survivor Child Custody Act .............................................. 1,500 
Sec. 41801 of Pub. L. No. 103–322 ......................................... 15,000 
Culturally Specific Services ....................................................... 11,000 
Tribal Special Assistant U.S. Attorneys ..................................... 3,000 
Sec. 206 of Pub. L. No. 107–103 ............................................. 1,000 
Underserved Populations Program ............................................. 5,000 
Financial Assistance Program ................................................... 4,000 
Abby Honold Act ......................................................................... 5,000 
Access to Sexual Assault Nurse Exams .................................... 10,000 
Cybercrime Enforcement ............................................................ 5,500 

Total, Violence Against Women Prevention and Prosecu-
tion Programs ............................................................... $713,000 

To minimize fraud, waste, and abuse in 
these programs, OVW is encouraged to im-
plement any open recommendations of the 
Department’s OIG with respect to the recipi-
ents of grants under these programs. 

Crime Victims Fund.—The agreement allows 
for obligations of $1,353,000,000 from the 
Crime Victims Fund, $153,000,000 above the 
amount requested by the Department for fis-
cal year 2024. In an effort to appropriately 
balance support for the breadth of victims 
and related services, the agreement provides 
$80,000,000 of this amount to support Violence 
Against Women Prevention and Prosecution 
Programs. The agreement underscores this 
one-time transfer is not intended as a fund-
ing mechanism in future years but as a 
means to provide critical support for victims 
in the current fiscal environment. 

Access to Sexual Assault Nurse Exams.—The 
agreement includes $10,000,000 for grants for 
regional sexual assault nurse examiner 
(SANE) training, salaries for SANEs and sex-
ual assault forensic examiners (SAFEs), and 
technical assistance and resources to in-
crease access to SANEs and SAFEs, as au-
thorized by the Violence Against Women Act 
of 2022 (division W of Public Law 117–103). 
OVW is further directed to follow the direc-
tives described in the Senate report under 
the same heading. 

Sexual Assault Survivors’ Bill of Rights.—The 
agreement again provides $10,000,000 as part 
of the STOP grants for the recently enacted 
Sexual Assault Survivors’ Bill of Rights, a 
new and consequential grant program that 
incentivizes states to codify and standardize 
survivor rights. OVW did not request funding 
for this new program in fiscal year 2024, and 
the agreement notes this gap in funding and 
OVW’s reported challenges in implementing 
this new program. The agreement directs the 
Department to submit a report to the Com-
mittee, within 120 days of enactment of this 
act, detailing any applicants deemed by 
OVW as ineligible for this funding and the 
reasons for the ineligibility. 

Suicide Prevention.—The Department is di-
rected to report to the Committees regarding 
its efforts, in consultation with the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration, to establish best practices 
to prevent suicide by survivors of sexual as-
sault, domestic violence, dating violence, 
and stalking. 

Statutory Set-Asides.—The underlying stat-
utes for several grant programs, including 
Services, Training, Officers, and Prosecutors 
(STOP) Grants and Sexual Assault Services 
Program (SASP) grants, outline set-asides 
for Tribal governments and coalitions, cul-
turally specific community-based organiza-
tions, and organizations providing services 
to underserved populations. These set-asides 
provide a total of $88,998,535 for fiscal year 
2024, with $65,513,535 for Tribal governments 
and coalitions, $17,175,000 for culturally spe-
cific organizations, and $6,310,000 to meet the 
needs of underserved populations. OVW shall 
ensure that the full amounts provided for in 
the authorizing statutes are awarded expedi-
tiously. 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS 

The agreement provides $65,000,000 for the 
Research, Evaluation and Statistics account. 
These funds are distributed as follows: 

RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 
($000) 

Bureau of Justice Statistics ...................................................... $35,000 
National Institute of Justice ...................................................... 30,000 

Research on Multidisciplinary Partnerships ......................... (1,500) 
Forensic Research ................................................................. (1,500) 

Total, Research, Evaluation and Statistics ...................... $65,000 

Research at National Institute of Justice 
(NIJ).—In addition to $3,500,000 transferred 
from the OVW for research and evaluation on 
violence against women and Indian women, 
the agreement provides $1,500,000 for a study 
on the current landscape of multidisci-
plinary teams working on sexual exploi-
tation crimes against children as described 
in the Senate report under the heading, 
‘‘Study on Multidisciplinary Teams.’’ Fur-
ther, the agreement includes no less than 
$1,500,000 for NIJ to research forensic science 
for criminal justice purposes. 

Bail and Pretrial Release Statistics.—The Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics (BJS) is directed, 
within 90 days of the enactment of this act 
to provide a report, if feasible, containing in-
formation relating to individuals granted 
bail and pretrial release that are charged 
with one or more violent felony offenses. The 
report shall include data on bail or pretrial 
release as follows: (1) the number of individ-
uals that are charged with one or more vio-
lent felony offenses that are granted bail or 
pretrial release, (2) the number of individ-
uals who, after being granted bail or pretrial 
release, are rearrested or charged with an ad-
ditional violent felony offense, (3) the per-
centage of individuals granted bail or pre-
trial release who are charged with a violent 
felony offense and have a prior arrest or con-
viction for a violent felony offense, (4) the 
number of missed court appearances by such 
individuals charged with a violent felony of-
fense and (5) the classification of the violent 
felony offenses. In addition, the report shall 
detail the National Pretrial Reporting Pro-
gram’s work on this issue and provide an ac-
counting of the amounts spent on this in fis-
cal year 2023, including transfers. Further, 
the report shall include information on bail 
and pretrial release, including any grants or 
contracts awarded for that purpose, and the 
amount and purpose of each grant or con-
tract. 

Forensic Science Operational Needs Assess-
ment.—NIJ shall provide a report to the Com-
mittees on the projected workload, backlog, 
personnel, workforce, resources, necessary 
turnaround times for law enforcement offi-
cers and officers of the court, and equipment 
needs of forensic science providers and foren-
sic medical service providers, no later than 
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180 days after the enactment of this act. The 
report should be conducted in conjunction 
with the Forensic Laboratory Needs Tech-
nology Working Group and the Federal 
Interagency Medicolegal Death Investigation 
Working Group. Further, the Department 
shall consider in its reporting the most re-
cent BJS census reports on publicly funded 
forensic science service providers, digital fo-
rensic science service providers, and medical 
examiner and coroner offices; the NIJ report 
entitled, ‘‘Report to Congress: Needs Assess-
ment of Forensic Laboratories and Medical 
Examiner/Coroner Offices’’ and any other 
relevant studies; and the practical and ap-
plied implications of any other scientific re-
ports on forensic science with relevance to 
the operational, quality management, and 
practical needs of the forensic science com-
munity. 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ASSISTANCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes $2,475,061,000 for 

State and Local Law Enforcement Assist-
ance programs. These funds are distributed 
as follows: 

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 
($000) 

Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grants ............................... 924,061 
Officer Robert Wilson III VALOR Initiative ............................. (13,000) 
NamUs ................................................................................... (3,000) 
Officer Training for Responding to People with Mental Ill-

ness or Disabilities ........................................................... (10,000) 
John R. Justice Grant Program ............................................. (3,000) 
Prison Rape Prevention and Prosecution .............................. (15,500) 
Kevin and Avonte’s Law ........................................................ (3,000) 
Project Safe Neighborhoods .................................................. (19,000) 
Capital Litigation and Wrongful Conviction Review ............. (12,000) 
National Center (as authorized by Pub. L. No. 117–328) ... (3,000) 
Ashanti Alert Network ............................................................ (1,000) 
Family-Based Alternative Sentencing Pilot Programs .......... (3,500) 
Child Advocacy Training ........................................................ (1,000) 
Rural Violent Crime Initiative ............................................... (7,000) 
Missing Persons and Unidentified Remains Act .................. (5,000) 
Forensic Ballistics Programs in Higher Education ............... (1,500) 
Pilot Program as authorized by Sec. 1506 of VAWA Reauth (3,000) 
Presidential Nominating Conventions (total described 

below) ................................................................................ (125,000) 
Byrne Discretionary Community Project Funding/Byrne Dis-

cretionary Grants .............................................................. (350,028) 
State Criminal Alien Assistance Program ................................. 234,000 
Victims of Trafficking Grants .................................................... 88,000 
Economic, High-tech, White Collar, and Cybercrime Prevention 12,000 

Intellectual Property Enforcement Program .......................... (2,500) 
Internet of Things Training Modules ..................................... (2,000) 

Adam Walsh Implementation ..................................................... 19,000 
National Sex Offender Public Website ....................................... 1,000 
Patrick Leahy Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Program ..... 30,000 

Transfer to NIST/OLES ........................................................... (1,500) 
National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) 

Initiative ................................................................................ 88,000 
NICS Acts Record Improvement Program .............................. (25,000) 

Paul Coverdell Forensic Science ................................................ 34,000 
DNA Initiative ............................................................................. 153,000 

Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grants ....................................... (120,000) 
State and Local Forensic Activities ...................................... (15,000) 
Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA Testing Grants ........ (14,000) 
Sexual Assault Forensic Exam Program Grants ................... (4,000) 

Sexual Assault Kit Initiative (SAKI) ........................................... 51,500 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) .............................. 14,000 
Tribal Assistance ....................................................................... 50,000 
Second Chance Act/Offender Re-entry ...................................... 117,000 

Smart Probation .................................................................... (8,000) 
Children of Incarcerated Parents Demo Grants ................... (5,000) 
Pay for Success ..................................................................... (7,500) 
Project HOPE Opportunity Probation with Enforcement ........ (5,000) 
Crisis Stabilization and Community Re-entry ....................... (10,000) 

Anti-Opioid and Substance Abuse Initiative ............................. 420,000 
Drug Courts ........................................................................... (89,000) 
Mentally Ill Offender Act ....................................................... (40,000) 
Residential Substance Drug Treatment ................................ (35,000) 
Veterans Treatment Courts ................................................... (32,000) 
Prescription Drug Monitoring ................................................ (35,000) 
Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance Use Dis-

order Program ................................................................... (189,000) 
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act of 2018 ..................................... 2,500 
STOP School Violence Act .......................................................... 82,000 
Emmett Till Act Grants .............................................................. 3,000 
Hate Crime Prevention Act Grants ............................................ 17,000 
Community-Based Approaches (as authorized by Pub. L. No. 

117–328) ............................................................................... 9,000 
Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act ........................................................ 9,000 
Community Trust Initiative ........................................................ 114,000 

Body Worn Camera Partnership Program ............................. (32,000) 
Justice Reinvestment Initiative ............................................. (32,000) 
Community Violence Intervention and Prevention ................ (50,000) 

Emergency Federal Law Enforcement Assistance ..................... 3,000 

Total, State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance ...... $2,475,061 

Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant Program.—The Department is directed 
to continue following the directives in House 
Report 117–97 adopted by Public Law 117–103 
on ‘‘Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 
Grant (Byrne JAG) Formula program’’, and 
in the joint explanatory statement accom-
panying Public Law 117–103 on ‘‘Uses of 
Byrne-JAG Funds.’’ The agreement rein-
forces that Byrne JAG funds may be used by 
state, local, and Tribal law enforcement to 
combat and prevent hate crimes, to hire and 
train cybercrime personnel, and to train law 
enforcement and emergency dispatch per-
sonnel in cybercrime and encourages the use 
of these funds to support canine programs. 
The agreement urges the Department to re-
lease Byrne JAG funds as expeditiously as 
possible and clarifies that Byrne JAG fund-
ing may not be made available for luxury 
items, real estate, or construction projects. 

Medication-assisted Treatment.—The agree-
ment acknowledges concern about the im-
pact of the growing epidemic of opioid and 
synthetic drug abuse and misuse on the law 
enforcement community and supports the 
use of Byrne JAG funds for the implementa-
tion of medication-assisted treatment pro-
grams to assist individuals in maintaining 
abstinence from all abused or misused drugs. 

Forensic Genetic Genealogical (FGG) DNA 
Analysis.—Within amounts provided for the 
Office of Justice Programs, the agreement 
directs the Department to support efforts to 
use FGG to investigate unsolved violent 
crimes, without regard to the status of an 
applicant agency’s sexual assault kit inven-
tory. The Department is directed to track 
and report regularly on the number of FGG 
samples analyzed, the types of DNA tech-
nology deployed, and the number of per-
petrators or human remains identified as a 
result. Further, the Department is encour-
aged to fund additional grants for the use of 
FGG technology under other appropriate 
programs including, but not limited to, the 
National Missing and Unidentified Persons 
System (NamUs) program. 

Body-worn Camera Policy and Implementa-
tion Program.—The agreement encourages the 
Department to prioritize body-worn camera 
grant funding for agencies serving jurisdic-
tions with populations of less than 50,000. 

Rapid DNA at Booking Stations.—The agree-
ment recognizes that the implementation of 
booking station Rapid DNA programs are an 
eligible use of Byrne JAG and SAKI funds 
and strongly supports the allocation of funds 
for this purpose within the funds provided 
and at a level not less than fiscal year 2023. 
The agreement directs the Department to as-
sist with the initial costs associated with up-
dating criminal history systems, integration 
with booking station systems, and pur-
chasing new technologies associated with 
Rapid DNA. 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs.— 
The agreement strongly supports the goals 
of the Harold Rogers Prescription Drug Mon-
itoring Program and is concerned that a re-
cent BJA reinterpretation of grant rules has 
effectively prohibited states from using 
PDMP grant funding to operate their PDMPs 
by requiring states to connect to a specific 
data hub solution in order to receive fund-
ing. The agreement notes that this is not 
consistent with allowing states to choose 
and operate the PDMP and data sharing hubs 
of their choice and directs BJA to allow 
states to utilize PDMP grant funding from 
the Harold Rogers Prescription Drug Moni-
toring Program to finance the PDMP of their 
choice and to connect to the interstate data 
exchange hub of their choice. 

Mentally Ill Offender Act.—The Department 
is encouraged to prioritize Mentally Ill Of-
fender Act grant funds for the operational 
expenses of mental health centers that assist 

those with severe mental health needs who 
are at risk of recidivism, such as crisis care, 
residential treatment, outpatient mental 
health and primary care services, and com-
munity re-entry support, and supports fund-
ing levels for grants be commensurate with 
demonstrated community needs. 

De-escalation Technology.—The agreement 
supports the advancement of de-escalation 
technology that can better equip law en-
forcement officers to utilize less-than-lethal 
force in appropriate circumstances. 

Drug Court Grants.—When administering 
drug court grants, the Department is encour-
aged to prioritize grants in rural and low-in-
come areas with high rates of substance 
abuse and the Department is directed to sub-
mit a report, no later than 90 days after the 
enactment of this act, on the distribution of 
drug court grants authorized by Public Law 
114–198, and that details the number of appli-
cations for awards, the grantees, and the 
funding levels of awards from fiscal years 
2019 to 2024. 

Addressing Data Gaps on Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women and Girls.—The 
agreement directs the Department, in col-
laboration with relevant Federal agencies, to 
report to the Committees, no later than 90 
days after the enactment of this act, on a 
plan to update publicly available data on the 
crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous 
women and girls, the steps taken to imple-
ment ongoing analyses of relevant data, as 
well as education and outreach to improve 
future data. The agreement further directs 
the Department to, no later than 120 days 
after the enactment of this act, issue a pub-
lic report and analysis of up-to-date data on 
missing and murdered Indigenous women and 
girls. 

Justice Reinvestment Initiative.—The agree-
ment provides $32,000,000 for the Justice Re-
investment Initiative (JRI) and notes that 
OJP does not plan to support a program that 
promotes the closing or repurposing of youth 
detention facilities in fiscal year 2024. The 
agreement emphasizes that the Department 
should clearly detail how grant funds are 
being used in its spend plan prior to alloca-
tion, including JRI funds, and notify the 
Committees within 30 days of any intention 
to deviate from the previously proposed 
spend plan. 

Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Sub-
stance Use Program (COSSUP).—The agree-
ment provides $10,000,000 within COSSUP for 
grants to local nonprofits preventing sub-
stance use and misuse. BJA shall provide 
awards to local nonprofits working with law 
enforcement and community coalitions to 
educate youth in schools and in extra-
curricular programing on drug prevention. 
The agreement further directs the Depart-
ment to prioritize nonprofit organizations 
with comprehensive approaches to combat-
ting substance use, including investigations, 
treatment, and education. 

Daniel Anderl Act.—The agreement directs 
OJP to begin the implementation of the 
grant program described in section 5934(c) of 
the Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Pri-
vacy Act of 2022 (Public Law 117–263). The 
agreement further directs OJP to submit a 
report, within 180 days of the enactment of 
this act, on its progress in implementing this 
program. 

Presidential Nominating Conventions.—The 
agreement includes a total of $150,000,000 for 
host cities of the 2024 presidential nomi-
nating conventions by providing $125,000,000 
within Byrne JAG and an additional 
$25,000,000 from the unobligated balances in 
the Presidential Election Campaign Fund es-
tablished by section 9006(a) of title 26, United 
States Code. 

Byrne Discretionary Community Project 
Grants/Byrne Discretionary Grants 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1410 March 5, 2024 
(‘‘projects’’).—The agreement provides 
$350,028,000 for projects to prevent crime, im-
prove the criminal justice system, provide 
victim services, and for other related activi-
ties. The agreement directs the Department 
to provide the funding for the projects listed 
in the table titled, ‘‘Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ 
at the end of this joint explanatory state-
ment in the corresponding amounts, which 
are incorporated by reference in this act. 

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
The agreement includes $375,000,000 for Ju-

venile Justice programs. These funds are dis-
tributed as follows: 

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 
($000) 

Part B—State Formula Grants .................................................. $65,000 
Emergency Planning—Juvenile Detention Facilities ............. (500) 
Youth Mentoring Grants ........................................................ 104,000 

Title V—Delinquency Prevention Incentive Grants ................... 55,000 
Prevention of Trafficking of Girls .......................................... (4,000) 
Tribal Youth ........................................................................... (16,000) 
Girls in the Justice System ................................................... (4,500) 
Opioid Affected Youth Initiative ............................................ (10,500) 
Children Exposed to Violence ................................................ (9,000) 

Victims of Child Abuse Programs ............................................. 41,000 
Missing and Exploited Children Programs ................................ 103,000 
Training for Judicial Personnel .................................................. 4,500 
Juvenile Indigent Defense .......................................................... 2,500 

Total, Juvenile Justice Programs ...................................... $375,000 

Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task 
Forces.—The agreement supports the ICAC 
program and encourages the Department to 
prioritize proactive investigations of sus-
pects possessing, distributing, or producing 
violent child sexual abuse imagery. 

Preventing Trafficking of Girls.—The agree-
ment encourages the Department to make 
grants to nonprofits and other non-govern-
mental entities that have undergone rig-
orous evaluation and have a successful track 
record of administering research-based pre-
vention and early intervention programs for 
girls who are vulnerable to trafficking, at a 
state level, and to scale up and replicate 
these programs. 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $208,800,000 for the 
Public Safety Officer Benefits program for 
fiscal year 2024. 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 

PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $664,516,000 for 
Community Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS) programs, as follows: 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount 

COPS Hiring Program ................................................................. $256,169 
Tribal Resources Grant Program ........................................... (34,000) 
Regional Information Sharing Activities ............................... (44,000) 
Tribal Access Program .......................................................... (4,000) 
Law Enforcement Mental Health and Wellness Act ............. (10,000) 
Collaborative Reform Model .................................................. (7,500) 

Community Policing Development ............................................. 25,000 
POLICE Act ................................................................................. 12,000 
Anti-Methamphetamine Task Forces ......................................... 16,000 
Anti-Heroin Task Forces ............................................................. 35,000 
STOP School Violence Act .......................................................... 53,000 
Law Enforcement Officer De-escalation Training Act ............... 20,000 
COPS Technology and Equipment Community Projects ............ $247,347 

Total, Community Oriented Policing Services ................... $664,516 

Additional Technical Assistance.—The Com-
mittee urges the COPS Office to provide in-
creased technical assistance to applicants 
who have not previously received COPS 
grants or otherwise indicate that they are 
newly established community-oriented polic-
ing programs. 

Community Oriented Policing Services, Tech-
nology and Equipment Community Projects/ 
COPS Law Enforcement Technology and Equip-
ment (‘‘projects’’).—The agreement provides 
$247,347,161 for grants to state, local, Tribal, 
territorial, and other entities to develop and 
acquire effective equipment, technologies, 
and interoperable communications that as-
sist in responding to and preventing crime. 
The agreement notes that the projects in-
cluded in this statement should help improve 
police effectiveness and the flow of informa-
tion among law enforcement agencies, local 
government service providers, and the com-
munities they serve. Equipment funded 
under this program should meet any applica-
ble requirements of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology’s Office of Law 
Enforcement Standards. The agreement di-
rects the Department to provide the funding 
for the projects listed in the table titled, 
‘‘Community Project Funding/Congression-
ally Directed Spending’’ at the end of this 
joint explanatory statement in the cor-
responding amounts, which are incorporated 
by reference in this act. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
Section 201 makes available additional re-

ception and representation funding for the 
Attorney General from the amounts provided 
in this title. 

Section 202 prohibits the use of funds to 
pay for an abortion, except in the case of 
rape or incest, or to preserve the life of the 
mother. 

Section 203 prohibits the use of funds to re-
quire any person to perform or facilitate the 
performance of an abortion. 

Section 204 establishes that the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons is obliged to provide 
escort services to an inmate receiving an 
abortion outside of a Federal facility, except 
where this obligation conflicts with the pre-
ceding section. 

Section 205 establishes requirements and 
procedures for transfer proposals. 

Section 206 prohibits the use of funds for 
transporting prisoners classified as max-
imum or high security, other than to a facil-
ity certified by the BOP as appropriately se-
cure. 

Section 207 prohibits the use of funds for 
the purchase or rental by Federal prisons of 
audiovisual or electronic media or equip-
ment, services and materials used primarily 
for recreational purposes, except for those 
items and services needed for inmate train-
ing, religious, or educational purposes. 

Section 208 requires review by the Deputy 
Attorney General and the Department In-
vestment Review Board prior to the obliga-
tion or expenditure of funds for major infor-
mation technology projects. 

Section 209 requires the Department to fol-
low reprogramming procedures prior to any 
deviation from the program amounts speci-
fied in this title or the reuse of specified 
deobligated funds provided in previous years. 

Section 210 prohibits the use of funds for 
A–76 competitions for work performed by 
employees of BOP or Federal Prison Indus-
tries, Inc. 

Section 211 prohibits U.S. Attorneys from 
holding additional responsibilities that ex-
empt U.S. Attorneys from statutory resi-
dency requirements. 

Section 212 permits up to 2 percent of 
grant funds made available to be used for 
criminal justice research, evaluation and 
statistics by the National Institute of Jus-
tice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics and 
designates up to 2 percent of grant funds for 
training and technical assistance. 

Section 213 provides cost-share waivers for 
certain grant programs. 

Section 214 waives the requirement that 
the Attorney General reserve certain funds 
from amounts provided for offender incarcer-
ation. 

Section 215 prohibits funds, other than 
funds for the national instant criminal back-
ground check system established under the 
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, 
from being used to facilitate the transfer of 
an operable firearm to a known or suspected 
agent of a drug cartel where law enforcement 
personnel do not continuously monitor or 
control such firearm. 

Section 216 places limitations on the obli-
gation of funds from certain DOJ accounts 
and funding sources. 

Section 217 allows certain funding to be 
made available for use in Performance Part-
nership Pilots. 

Section 218 establishes reporting require-
ments for the Department’s Crime Victims 
Fund, the Working Capital Fund, the Three 
Percent Fund, and the Asset Forfeiture 
Fund. 

Section 219 places limitations on the De-
partment’s performance of live tissue train-
ing. 

Section 220 prohibits the Department from 
targeting or investigating parents who 
peacefully protest at school board meetings 
and are not suspected of engaging in unlaw-
ful activity. 

Section 221 prohibits the Department from 
investigating or prosecuting religious insti-
tutions on the basis of their religious beliefs. 

Section 222 provides for a transfer of 
$25,000,000 from the fund established by sec-
tion 9006(a) of title 26, United States Code. 

TITLE III 

SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

The agreement includes $7,965,000 for the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP). 

Extreme Weather.—The agreement urges 
OSTP to ensure that existing government ef-
forts to address extreme weather form a co-
hesive, lasting strategic approach to manage 
the risks posed by extreme weather across 
Federal activities, including financial risks, 
and risks to agriculture, infrastructure, 
commerce, and human safety. 

Tribal Nations and Indigenous People.— 
OSTP shall provide the Committees with a 
briefing, no later than 120 days after the en-
actment of this act, regarding efforts of Fed-
eral agencies to (1) grow or maintain mutu-
ally beneficial relationships with Tribal Na-
tions and Indigenous peoples to understand 
Indigenous knowledge and (2) incorporate or 
apply Indigenous knowledge in Federal re-
search, policies, and decision-making. 

National Engineering Biology Research and 
Development Initiative.—The agreement di-
rects OSTP to establish the Initiative Co-
ordination Office (ICO), to support the Na-
tional Engineering Biology Research and De-
velopment Initiative, as directed under Pub-
lic Law 117–167. The agreement recommends 
that ICO represent the variety of stake-
holders across the Federal Government, in-
cluding agencies that promote economic de-
velopment, sponsor fundamental research, 
facilitate technology commercialization, 
focus on safety and security, or engage in 
workforce training. 

Alternative Protein Research.—The agree-
ment directs OSTP to ensure that alter-
native protein research is coordinated across 
the Federal Government to avoid duplication 
and overlap. 

Open Access.—The agreement directs OSTP 
to produce an in-depth financial analysis of 
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the August 25, 2022, Memorandum to Execu-
tive Departments and Agencies titled, ‘‘En-
suring Free, Immediate, and Equitable Ac-
cess to Federally Funded Research’’ includ-
ing the policy’s anticipated impact on Fed-
eral research investments, research integ-
rity, and the peer review process, as was pre-
viously directed in House Report 117–395, no 
later than 100 days after the enactment of 
this act. If OSTP fails to provide the Com-
mittees with the report within 100 days, then 
OSTP must pause implementation of the 
memorandum until the agency produces the 
report. 

NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL 
The agreement includes $1,965,000 for the 

activities of the National Space Council. 
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 

ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement includes $24,875,000,000 for 

the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA). 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
(In thousands of dollars) 

Program Amount ($000) 

Science: 
Earth Science .................................................................. $2,195,000 
Planetary Science ............................................................ 2,716,700 
Astrophysics ..................................................................... 1,530,000 
Heliophysics ..................................................................... 805,000 
Biological and Physical Science ..................................... 87,500 

Total, Science .............................................................. 7,334,200 
Aeronautics .......................................................................... 935,000 
Space Technology ................................................................. 1,100,000 
Exploration ........................................................................... 7,666,200 
Space Operations ................................................................. 4,220,000 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics (STEM) .... 143,000 
Safety, Security, and Mission Services ................................ 3,129,000 
Construction and Environmental Compliance and Restora-

tion .................................................................................. 300,000 
Office of Inspector General .................................................. 47,600 

Total, NASA ................................................................. $24,875,000 

SCIENCE 
The agreement includes $7,334,200,000 for 

Science and directs NASA to provide funding 
as described in the table above and text 
below. 

University Small Satellite Missions.—The 
agreement supports NASA’s collaborative ef-
forts with U.S. colleges and universities to 
conduct research through small spacecraft 
missions and provides not less than 
$30,000,000 for these missions. 

Earth Science.—In lieu of the funds des-
ignated in the Senate report for Earth 
Science, the agreement provides up to the re-
quest level for Plankton, Aerosol, Cloud, 
ocean Ecosystem (PACE), Earth System Ex-
plorers, the four Earth System Observatory 
missions, and Commercial SmallSat Data 
Acquisition. Further, as recommended in the 
2023 Senior Review, NASA is directed to con-
tinue supporting the Terra, Aqua, and Aura 
missions at a level sufficient to provide high 
quality data to the scientific community. 

Space-Based Wildfire Detection Tech-
nologies.—The Senate language is clarified to 
provide up to the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level for space-based wildfire detection and 
warning systems. 

Geosynchronous Littoral Imaging and Moni-
toring Radiometer (GLIMR).—The Senate lan-
guage regarding GLIMR is adopted. 

Planetary Science.—The agreement provides 
the request level for Planetary Defense, in-
cluding $209,700,000 for the Near Earth Object 
Surveyor Mission, and up to the fiscal year 
2023 enacted level for New Frontiers, includ-
ing not less than $360,000,000 for Dragonfly. 

Mars Sample Return (MSR).—The Senate 
language on ‘‘Mars Sample Return’’ is not 
adopted. MSR is the highest priority of the 
2022 Planetary Science Decadal Survey but 
there is concern that the expected launch 
schedule continues to slip. The agreement 
notes that there has not been consultation 

with some Members of Congress about 
NASA’s decision to move forward with work-
force reductions before a fiscal year 2024 bill 
was enacted and notes concern that NASA’s 
actions have contributed to serious losses in 
NASA’s high-skilled workforce. 

The Independent Review Board did not rec-
ommend cancelling MSR, and NASA has con-
vened a MSR Independent Review Board Re-
sponse Team (MIRT) to determine a revised 
architecture for this Decadal Survey flagship 
mission. The agreement directs NASA to re-
port no later than 60 days following comple-
tion of the MIRT report on the recommended 
path forward for MSR, within a balanced 
Science portfolio. The report should include 
a year-by-year funding profile for MSR and 
any necessary reprogramming or transfer re-
quests to support the re-scoped MSR pro-
gram in fiscal year 2024. The agreement fur-
ther directs NASA to not engage in further 
workforce reductions of the MSR program 
until such report is provided and directs 
NASA to provide at least 30 days of advance 
notification of such actions to the Commit-
tees. The agreement provides no less than 
$300,000,000, and up to the President’s budget 
request level, to support the MSR program 
pursuant to these directives in fiscal year 
2024. 

MSR Receiving Facility.—The MSR program 
is under review following an Independent Re-
view Board report. In addition, the MSR re-
ceiving facility requirements are also under 
review by NASA. Given this, the agreement 
directs NASA to consider how changes to the 
scope of the MSR program will impact the 
needs and qualifications of a MSR receiving 
facility. 

In lieu of the direction in the Senate re-
port to submit a plan on the MSR facility, 
the agreement directs NASA to provide the 
Committees a plan, not later than 60 days 
after the conclusion of the MSR Independent 
Review Board Response Team report, out-
lining the updated MSR receiving facility re-
quirements, including the factors NASA is 
weighing for the site selection, potential 
partnering approaches, an expected construc-
tion schedule, the estimated cost, and any 
other criteria that will be used to determine 
the facility location. 

Small Innovative Missions for Planetary Ex-
ploration (SIMPLEx).—The agreement con-
tinues support for SIMPLEx and encourages 
NASA to consider a second SIMPLEx mis-
sion and to develop a five-year plan to in-
crease the volume of solicitations in support 
of the program. NASA shall brief the Com-
mittees, no later than September 1, 2025, on 
a plan for increasing the volume of solicita-
tions. 

Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, To-
pography, and Spectrometry (VERITAS) Mis-
sion.—The agreement supports the Discovery 
Program, including competitively selected 
missions such as VERITAS. As part of the 
fiscal year 2025 budget request, the agree-
ment encourages NASA to request sufficient 
funding to ensure a launch by the end of the 
decade. Further, no later than 180 days after 
the enactment of this act, the agreement di-
rects NASA to provide a budget profile and 
schedule for the VERITAS mission. 

Small Satellite Platforms.—The agreement 
directs NASA to assess the feasibility of uti-
lizing small satellites for missions of greater 
complexity and importance, including flag-
ship class objectives in furtherance of 
decadal science priorities. If feasible, the 
agreement directs NASA to identify a mis-
sion that could be accomplished through this 
type of architecture, and to report on such 
findings to the Committees no later than 180 
days after the enactment of this act. 

Geostationary Carbon Cycle Observatory 
(GeoCarb).—The agreement encourages 
NASA to work with the GeoCarb mission’s 

science team on pre-flight testing and char-
acterization of the instrument upon its de-
livery to NASA, to store it appropriately, 
and to develop and execute a plan to obtain 
a cost-effective launch. 

Habitable Worlds Observatory.—The Senate 
report language regarding ‘‘Habitable Worlds 
Observatory’’ is adopted, and the agreement 
provides no less than $10,000,000 for the mis-
sion. In addition, the agreement directs 
NASA to establish a Habitable Worlds Ob-
servatory project office at Goddard Space 
Flight Center to leverage existing expertise 
in astrophysics and segmented mirror tech-
nology. 

Heliophysics.—In lieu of the funds des-
ignated within the Senate report for 
Heliophysics, the agreement provides no less 
than the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for 
Heliophysics Research, Space Weather, and 
Heliophysics Technology. Further, the agree-
ment provides up to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level for Solar Terrestrial Probes, in-
cluding up to $26,000,000 for the 
Magnetospheric Multiscale mission. The 
agreement also directs NASA to make 
awards under the announcement of oppor-
tunity for the Dynamic Neutral Atmosphere- 
Ionosphere Coupling (DYNAMIC) mission. 

Heliophysics Explorers.—The agreement pro-
vides no less than $215,000,000 for 
Heliophysics Explorers to achieve flagship 
level science through the program. This 
amount includes no less than the request 
level for HelioSwarm. 

Geospace Dynamics Constellation (GDC).— 
Not later than 180 days after the enactment 
of this act, the agreement directs NASA to 
provide the Committees with a schedule and 
budget profile to launch the GDC mission by 
the end of the decade to fulfill the rec-
ommendations of the Heliophysics decadal 
survey through improved understanding of 
the variability of the space weather environ-
ment surrounding Earth. 

Biological and Physical Science.—The Senate 
report language on ‘‘Biological and Physical 
Science’’ is adopted, and the agreement pro-
vides $2,500,000 to establish a consortium in-
cluding academic institutions with dem-
onstrated expertise within the human 
health, animal, and plant sciences. 

AERONAUTICS 
The agreement includes $935,000,000 for 

Aeronautics. 
Advanced Air Mobility Systems.—The agree-

ment includes up to the request level for the 
Advanced Air Vehicles Program and the Ad-
vanced Air Mobility (AAM) National Cam-
paign, including no less than $5,000,000 for 
safe autonomous flight enabling infrastruc-
ture. 

Vertical Lift Research.—The agreement sup-
ports NASA’s Vertical Lift Research Centers 
of Excellence (VLRCOE) cooperative agree-
ments to advance fundamental research at 
universities across the country and directs 
NASA to continue its work with government 
agencies, academia, and industry to build 
and maintain a modeling and simulation en-
vironment to analyze various aviation de-
mand scenarios and associated supply chain 
ecosystem needs. Additionally, the agree-
ment directs NASA to provide a report on 
these actions to the Committees no later 
than 180 days after the enactment of this act. 
In developing this report, NASA is encour-
aged to consult with government, academia, 
and industry to identify any policy rec-
ommendations. 

Trusted Autonomy-enabled Technologies 
Flight Demonstrator.—The agreement sup-
ports the Integrated Aviation Systems Pro-
gram and directs NASA to allocate up to 
$10,000,000 for the continued development and 
flight testing of technologies necessary to 
support a trusted, semi-autonomous aircraft 
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architecture with aviation safety manage-
ment system capabilities. 

Electric Air Flight.—The agreement encour-
ages NASA to strengthen its collaborations 
with the Department of Energy, national 
laboratories, and universities to overcome 
energy storage challenges for mobility tech-
nologies such as electric air flight including 
through the Electrified Powertrain Flight 
Demonstration project. 

Advanced Technologies for Sustainable Avia-
tion.—The Senate language regarding ‘‘Sus-
tainable Aviation’’ is adopted. In addition, 
the agreement encourages NASA to 
prioritize funding for Advanced Engine and 
Vehicle Technologies for Sustainable Avia-
tion initiatives, including Electrified Air-
craft Propulsion activities, the Hybrid Ther-
mally Efficient Core (HyTEC) project, the 
Advanced Aircraft Concepts for Environ-
mental Sustainability (AACES) studies, and 
the advancement of sustainable aviation 
fuels. 

Hypersonic Technology Program (HTP).—The 
agreement supports the HTP and encourages 
NASA to advance hypersonic research and 
strengthen commercial hypersonic capabili-
ties. The agreement provides up to $15,000,000 
to establish the Making Advancements in 
Commercial Hypersonics (MACH) Program 
and directs NASA to submit a report, no 
later than 60 days after the enactment of 
this act, that details a strategy and efforts 
to consult and collaborate with the Depart-
ment of Defense on hypersonic technology. 
The agreement also provides up to $10,000,000 
for collaborative work between industry and 
academia for carbon/carbon material testing 
and up to $5,000,000 to develop and mature 
automation of high-temperature ceramic 
matric composites. 

Revitalization of High-performance Chase Air-
craft and Infrastructure.—The agreement di-
rects NASA to provide regular updates to the 
Committees on its chase aircraft fleet; en-
gage in regular consultations with the De-
partment of Defense on strategies to improve 
the fleet including through aircraft trans-
fers; and evaluate administrative and legis-
lative steps to facilitate such actions, in-
cluding through the interagency and budget 
processes. Additionally, the agreement di-
rects NASA to provide the Committees with 
a report, no later than 60 days after the en-
actment of this act, outlining plans to im-
prove the Aeronautics Research Mission Di-
rectorate’s physical infrastructure, including 
hangars, runways and taxiways, research fa-
cilities, and other structures and equipment. 

SPACE TECHNOLOGY 
The agreement includes $1,100,000,000 for 

Space Technology. 
Regional Economic Development.—The Sen-

ate language regarding ‘‘Regional Economic 
Development’’ is adopted, and the agreement 
provides up to $10,000,000 for the Regional 
Economic Development Initiative. 

Space Nuclear Propulsion Program Office.— 
The agreement notes the intent of the Space 
Technology Mission Directorate to establish 
a Space Nuclear Propulsion Technology Pro-
gram Office, to coordinate the development 
and demonstration of Nuclear Thermal Pro-
pulsion (NTP) and Nuclear Electric Propul-
sion (NEP) capabilities. The agreement en-
courages the Space Technology Mission Di-
rectorate to expedite the establishment of 
this important Program Office. 

Nuclear Thermal Propulsion.—The agree-
ment provides $110,000,000 for NTP, including 
not less than $10,000,000 to continue to accel-
erate the development of an operational sys-
tem with commercial partners as directed in 
the Senate report. Subsequent NASA budget 
submissions and future year projections 
should reflect the urgency that this pro-
gram’s objectives and goals demand over the 

next 48 months. In addition, NASA is di-
rected to provide a detailed spending plan for 
NTP as well as a plan for the design of a 
flight demonstration. 

Nuclear Electric Propulsion.—The agreement 
includes up to $50,000,000 for NEP to continue 
efforts toward the development of a high- 
power nuclear electric propulsion dem-
onstration, of which up to $10,000,000 is for 
the design of test articles to enable a flight 
demonstration. The agreement supports the 
commencement of accelerated development 
of this technology, consistent with the rec-
ommendations of the National Academies of 
Sciences. 

Lunar Surface Power.—The agreement pro-
vides up to $40,000,000 and no less than the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level for Lunar Sur-
face Power, including up to $20,000,000 for 
Fission Surface Power. NASA is directed to 
use Lunar Surface Power demonstration 
funding for payload development and associ-
ated delivery services via the Commercial 
Lunar Payload Services program. 

On-Orbit Servicing, Assembly, and Manufac-
turing-1 (OSAM–1).—ln lieu of the Senate re-
port language, the agreement provides 
$227,000,000 for OSAM–1 to adjust the mission 
to ensure a 2026 launch within the cost pro-
file assumed in the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest. Consistent with recommendations by 
the OSAM–1 Standing Review Board, NASA 
is directed to reduce testing requirements 
and make the necessary technical decisions, 
including potential de-scoping of some non- 
essential capabilities, to meet these launch 
and budget requirements. If this is not pos-
sible, NASA should initiate another Continu-
ation Review in September 2024. Further, 
NASA is directed to work with the Depart-
ment of Defense on a plan for a potential 
use, as practicable, of OSAM–1 for space mo-
bility capability, and to provide the Commit-
tees with the plan not later than 180 days 
after enactment of this act. 

Small Business Innovation Research 
(SBIR).—In lieu of Senate direction regard-
ing SBIR, NASA shall continue to fulfill 
statutory obligations for SBIR funding and 
place an increased focus on awarding SBIR 
awards to firms with fewer than 50 employ-
ees. 

Flight Opportunities Program.—The agree-
ment includes not less than $27,000,000 for the 
Flight Opportunities Program, including up 
to $5,000,000 to support payload development 
and flight of K–12 and collegiate educational 
payloads. 

Alternative Propellants and Multimode Pro-
pulsion.—The United States is overly reliant 
on xenon and krypton for in-space propulsion 
which are in limited supply, extremely ex-
pensive, and produced in China and Russia. 
The agreement encourages investments in 
innovative small spacecraft propulsion to 
achieve in-flight demonstrations of alter-
native propellants and turn-key multimode 
in-space propulsion as soon as practicable, 
including, as practicable, those that use do-
mestically produced fuel and cathode-less 
electric propulsion technology. 

Autonomous System Modeling and Simula-
tion.—NASA is commended for its partner-
ships with educational institutions for the 
purpose of developing more reliable autono-
mous capabilities at NASA facilities. The 
agreement recommends NASA continue to 
fund these programs. 

Tipping Point Program.—NASA is directed 
to meet all contractual obligations for the 
Tipping Point program in fiscal year 2024. In 
addition, NASA is encouraged to continue 
funding for capability development that 
grows in-Earth orbit platform ecosystems. 

Innovative Nanomaterials.—The Senate lan-
guage regarding ‘‘Innovative Nanomaterials’’ 
is clarified to provide up to $5,000,000 to ad-
vance large scale production and use of inno-

vative nanomaterials. In addition, NASA is 
directed to submit a report to the Commit-
tees, no later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this act, detailing a plan to ensure 
mission critical systems utilize and leverage 
carbon nanotube technology. 

Orbital Debris Inspection Mission.—In lieu of 
the Senate language on ‘‘Orbital Debris Re-
moval’’, the agreement provides up to 
$5,000,000 for the development of an Orbital 
Debris Inspection mission, in partnership 
with the private sector, to demonstrate tech-
nologies that track, characterize, and in-
spect multiple objects in space. 

EXPLORATION 
The agreement includes $7,666,200,000 for 

Exploration and notes the strong support for 
the Artemis missions that will establish the 
first long-term human presence on the Moon, 
accomplishing the Presidential direction 
carried in Space Policy Directive-1. In lieu of 
the amounts provided in the Senate report 
within Exploration, the agreement provides 
up to the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for 
the Orion Multi-purpose Crew Vehicle and 
the Space Launch System (SLS), including 
up to $600,000,000 for the SLS Block 1B Devel-
opment. 

Human Landing System (HLS).—The agree-
ment provides up to $1,880,500,000 for the HLS 
program, including full funding for NASA to 
meet all contractual obligations for both 
HLS providers in fiscal year 2024. 

Next Generation Extravehicular Activity 
(EVA) Spacesuits.—The agreement provides 
up to $379,900,000 for the Extravehicular Ac-
tivity and Human Surface Mobility program 
to maintain schedule for the International 
Space Station and Artemis missions. NASA 
is encouraged to support competition and re-
dundancy for future Artemis missions by 
providing the Committees with a plan, in-
cluding a task order and funding roadmap, to 
have both EVA spacesuits developed and cer-
tified for lunar surface missions in time for 
the selection of the EVA space suit for the 
Artemis IV mission. 

Fabrication Laboratory (FabLab) Demonstra-
tion.—NASA is encouraged to provide up to 
$10,000,000 for the FabLab demonstration of 
metal and electronic manufacturing in 
space. 

Exploration Review.—In January 2024, 
NASA announced a delay of the Artemis II 
and Artemis III missions to September 2025 
and September 2026, respectively. With all 
elements necessary to achieve a successful 
return to the Moon under development, the 
agreement requests a review by NASA to en-
sure the current mission schedule can be 
achieved, while ensuring astronaut safety. 

The agreement directs NASA to provide 
this review to the Committees no later than 
270 days of enactment of this act. The review 
should focus on NASA’s ability to coordinate 
the schedule and milestones for each 
Artemis program element to ensure mission 
success in the current constrained fiscal en-
vironment. The review should also include 
an analysis and evaluation of both current 
and future workforce requirements and sup-
ply chain management needs to ensure the 
program elements are aligned in a manner 
that reduces technical, cost, and schedule 
risk. 

SPACE OPERATIONS 
The agreement provides $4,220,000,000 for 

Space Operations, which includes sufficient 
funding for the continuation of International 
Space Station and Human Space Flight Op-
erations and directs NASA to maintain its 
high-skilled workforce for the support of 
human space flight. 

Payload Processing Capacity.—The Senate 
language regarding ‘‘Payload Processing Ca-
pacity’’ is adopted within Space Operations. 

21st Century Launch Complex Program.—The 
agreement includes up to the fiscal year 2023 
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enacted level for the 21st Century Launch 
Complex Program. 

Suborbital Crew.—The Senate report lan-
guage regarding ‘‘Suborbital Crew’’ is clari-
fied such that NASA shall continue its Sub-
orbital Crew Office to perform safety assess-
ments to enable NASA personnel to procure 
flights for civil servants on licensed U.S. 
suborbital vehicles. 

Small Satellite Cross-Link Systems.—The 
agreement includes $15,000,000 to align 
NASA’s relay networks to transmit large 
volumes of science and Earth remote sensing 
data to users via high-speed (V-band), low la-
tency links. This should provide an expanded 
educational opportunity for individuals 
studying SmallSat Cross-Link Systems. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS ENGAGEMENT 

The agreement includes $143,000,000 for 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) Engagement. Of this 
amount, $58,000,000 is for the Space Grant 
Program, $26,000,000 is for the Established 
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research 
(EPSCoR), and $45,500,000 is for the Minority 
University Research and Education Project. 

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES 
The agreement includes $3,129,000,000 for 

Safety, Security and Mission Services 
(SSMS). 

NASA Community Projects/NASA Special 
Projects.—Within the appropriation for 
SSMS, the agreement provides $56,673,000 for 
NASA Community Projects/NASA Special 
Projects. The agreement directs NASA to 
provide the funding for the projects listed in 
the table titled, ‘‘Community Project Fund-
ing/Congressionally Directed Spending’’ at 
the end of this joint explanatory statement 
in the corresponding amounts. The agree-
ment further directs NASA to perform the 
same level of oversight and due diligence as 
with any other external partners. 

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION 

The agreement includes $300,000,000 for 
Construction and Environmental Compliance 
and Restoration. Senate language regarding 
Exploration and Space Operations Construc-
tion of Facilities is not adopted. 

Center Commodity Infrastructure.—Within 
available funds, NASA is encouraged to up-
grade pipelines and supporting commodities 
infrastructure in fiscal year 2024. 

Hypersonic Flight Capability Ground Infra-
structure.—The agreement recognizes the 
planned testing of the low boom flight dem-
onstrator hypersonic vehicle in fiscal year 
2024 and encourages NASA to identify nec-
essary improvements associated with 
planned hypersonic test flight and ground in-
frastructure. 

Wallops PFAS Contamination.—The Senate 
language is modified to clarify that not later 
than 180 days after the enactment of this act, 
NASA shall provide a status report to the 
Committees regarding the plan by the Town 
of Chincoteague to identify and acquire suit-
able property for location and construction 
of new drinking water wells under adminis-
trative control and lease, ownership or ease-
ment, of the Town of Chincoteague, and 
NASA’s plan to reimburse the Town of Chin-
coteague for costs directly associated with 
the removal and relocation of those drinking 
water wells subject to enactment of proposed 
legislative authority. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
The agreement includes $47,600,000 for the 

Office of Inspector General. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement allows for certain transfers 

of funds. 

The agreement includes a provision pro-
viding NASA the authority to combine 
amounts from one or more of its Science, 
Aeronautics, Space Technology, Exploration, 
and Space Operations appropriations with 
amounts from the STEM Engagement appro-
priation to jointly fund discrete projects or 
activities, through contracts, grants, or co-
operative agreements, that serve these pur-
poses. NASA is directed to provide notifica-
tion of the Agency’s intent to award a con-
tract, grant, or cooperative agreement that 
would be jointly funded under this authority, 
no less than 15 days prior to award. 

The agreement permits a transfer of funds 
into NASA’s Working Capital Fund. 

The agreement includes two provisions to 
extend the period of availability for certain 
funds. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
The agreement includes $9,060,000,000 for 

the National Science Foundation (NSF). 
RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

The agreement includes $7,176,500,000 for 
Research and Related Activities (R&RA). In 
developing the spending plan, the agreement 
encourages NSF to equitably distribute fund-
ing to support all basic research directorates 
within R&RA, as well as the Technology, In-
novation and Partnerships Directorate. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI).—In lieu of the AI 
funding level in the Senate report, the agree-
ment supports AI related grants and inter-
disciplinary research initiatives to maintain 
leadership in AI. Senate language on ‘‘Trans-
parency, Interpretability, and Explainability 
of AI’’ is adopted, and the agreement reiter-
ates the encouragement for NSF to invest in 
research to better understand how and why 
models arrive at their outputs. Further, the 
agreement supports the National Artificial 
Intelligence Research Resource pilot to in-
crease access to the compute resources need-
ed for AI research. 

Quantum Science.—In lieu of the funding 
level in the Senate report, the agreement 
provides up to the budget request for quan-
tum information science research to support 
basic interdisciplinary quantum information 
science and engineering research and encour-
ages NSF to support National Quantum In-
formation Science Research Centers as au-
thorized in section 302 of the National Quan-
tum Initiative Act (Public Law 115–368). 

Astronomy and Astrophysics Decadal Survey 
Priority Facilities.—The agreement adopts the 
Senate direction and funding regarding ‘‘As-
tronomy’’. Additionally, the agreement di-
rects NSF to present the U.S. Extremely 
Large Telescope (USELT) Program to the 
National Science Board (NSB) at their next 
meeting for consideration for inclusion in 
the Major Research Equipment and Facili-
ties Construction (MREFC) account. The 
agreement strongly encourages the NSB to 
ensure that the USELT Program includes a 
two-observatory footprint with a mechanism 
to guarantee robust community access. The 
agreement directs NSF to regularly brief the 
Committees on the status of the USELT pro-
gram. 

Sustainable Chemistry Research.—The agree-
ment supports the Sustainable Chemistry 
Basic Research program and encourages NSF 
to continue coordinating with OSTP to im-
plement provisions in subtitle E of title II of 
Public Law 116–283. The agreement directs 
NSF to report, no later than 180 days after 
the enactment of this act, on its activities 
for this program. 

Established Program to Stimulate Competitive 
Research.—The agreement provides 
$250,000,000 for the EPSCoR program and re-
iterates direction in the Senate report re-
garding supporting projects in EPSCoR 
states across all initiatives and centers. Ad-
ditionally, the agreement encourages NSF to 

increase investment in statewide research 
capacity development through the EPSCoR 
Collaborations for Optimizing Research Eco-
systems Research Infrastructure Improve-
ment (E-CORE RII) program. 

Regional Innovation Engines (NSF En-
gines).—In lieu of the funding specified in the 
Senate report, the agreement supports the 
NSF Engines and notes the recent award of 
the first Type-2 projects. 

Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST).— 
The agreement adopts Senate direction re-
garding DKIST and provides up to the re-
quest level for the telescope operations. 

Green Bank Observatory (GBO).—The agree-
ment provides up to the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level to support operations and main-
tenance at GBO through multi-agency plans, 
or directly through the Foundation. 

Mid-scale Research Infrastructure.—In lieu 
of the funding level in the Senate report, the 
agreement supports the Mid-scale Research 
Infrastructure program. 

Immersive Technology.—The agreement en-
courages NSF to support interdisciplinary 
research related to immersive technology. 

National Center for Science and Engineering 
Statistics (NCSES).—The agreement supports 
the work of the NCSES, and encourages the 
NCSES to identify, compile, and analyze ex-
isting nationwide data and conduct survey 
research to better understand the national 
cyber workforce and to support additional 
NCSES personnel to ensure adequate staffing 
for this research. 

Reducing Reliance on Chinese-made Plas-
tics.—The agreement encourages NSF to sup-
port research exploring domestically grown 
hemp as a robust plastic alternative to re-
duce the domestic reliance on Chinese-made 
plastics and directs NSF to report to the 
Committees on best practices for facilitating 
the cost-efficient use of plastic alternatives 
in government produced or funded materials. 

Wildfire Research.—The agreement encour-
ages NSF to increase support for air quality 
and wildfire research. 

Arecibo Observatory (AO).—The Senate lan-
guage regarding the ‘‘Arecibo Observatory’’ 
is adopted. In addition, the agreement en-
courages NSF to retain the scientific mis-
sion of the AO facility. 

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).—The agree-
ment supports the work of the Oceans and 
Human Health program to support research 
into the human health impacts of HABs in 
marine coastal regions, the Great Lakes 
Basin, and freshwater systems. The agree-
ment further encourages research to better 
understand how the influx of nutrients, in-
cluding dissolved nitrogen and phosphorous, 
contribute to HAB outbreaks. 

Dyslexia.—The agreement encourages NSF 
to support research on learning disabilities, 
including dyslexia. The agreement recog-
nizes the critical importance of research on 
the early identification of dyslexia, profes-
sional development for teachers and admin-
istrators of students with dyslexia, curricula 
and educational tools needed for children 
with dyslexia, and implementation and scal-
ing of successful models for dyslexia inter-
vention. 

International Ocean Discovery Program 
(IODP).—The agreement supports up to the 
budget request level for IODP and directs 
NSF to support, at minimum, a full three 
JOIDES Resolution expeditions in fiscal year 
2024. Given the growing threat from China 
and the national security importance of re-
taining U.S. leadership in this space, the 
agreement directs NSF to provide, within 180 
days of enactment of this act, a comprehen-
sive plan that provides, at a minimum, 
timelines, milestones, and funding require-
ments for the future of U.S. scientific ocean 
drilling, and NSF’s plan to maintain U.S. 
leadership in scientific ocean drilling and 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1414 March 5, 2024 
minimize the gap in scientific drilling capa-
bilities. 

Secure Computing Enclaves Pilot Program.— 
The agreement supports the secure com-
puting enclave pilot program to protect sen-
sitive Federally funded research, as author-
ized by section 10374 of Public Law 117–167. 

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES 
CONSTRUCTION 

The agreement provides $234,000,000 for 
Major Research Equipment and Facilities 
Construction to support the Vera C. Rubin 
Observatory, the High Luminosity-Large 
Hadron Collider Upgrade, the Antarctic In-
frastructure Recapitalization, the Leader-
ship Class Computing Facility, and Mid-scale 
Research Infrastructure. 

STEM EDUCATION 
The agreement includes $1,172,000,000 for 

STEM Education. In lieu of the funding 
amounts specified in the Senate report, NSF 
is directed to continue support for STEM 
Education programs at no less than the fis-
cal year 2021 enacted amounts. 

STEM Workforce.—The agreement supports 
investments in STEM education in regions of 
the country that have historically faced 
challenges, including lower educational at-
tainment and higher rates of poverty, recog-
nizing that STEM education can contribute 
to the economic development of such regions 
by fostering a skilled workforce and diversi-
fying the economies of the region. The agree-
ment encourages NSF to support funding for 
programs that create partnerships between 
NSF and local community colleges to pro-
mote STEM education. 

National STEM Teacher Corps.—The agree-
ment adopts Senate direction and funding 
under the heading ‘‘National STEM Teacher 
Corps’’. 
CREATING HELPFUL INCENTIVES TO PRODUCE 

SEMICONDUCTORS (CHIPS) FOR AMERICA WORK-
FORCE AND EDUCATION FUND 
Division A of Public Law 117–167 estab-

lished the CHIPS for America Workforce and 
Education Fund. The agreement allocates 
the funds according to the amounts listed in 
the following table: 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: 
CHIPS ACT FISCAL YEAR 2024 

(In thousands of dollars) 

Account—Project and Activity Amount ($000) 

Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors 
(CHIPS) for America Workforce and Education Fund ..... $25,000 

Research and Related Activities ......................................... (12,500) 
STEM Education ................................................................... (12,500) 

Total ............................................................................ $25,000 

AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT 
The agreement includes $448,000,000 for 

Agency Operations and Award Management. 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 

The agreement includes $5,090,000 for the 
National Science Board. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
The agreement includes $24,410,000 for the 

Office of Inspector General. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes two administra-

tive provisions. The first establishes thresh-
olds for the transfer of funds. The second 
provision is regarding notification prior to 
acquisition or disposal of certain assets. 

TITLE IV 
RELATED AGENCIES 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $14,350,000 for the 
Commission on Civil Rights. 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $455,000,000 for the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC). 

Use of Advanced Technology.—In addition to 
the directive in the Senate report under the 
heading ‘‘Artificial Intelligence and Algo-
rithmic Fairness,’’ the agreement directs the 
EEOC to include in its report to the Commit-
tees on instances the EEOC consults with ar-
tificial intelligence experts and its plans for 
the issuance of any technical assistance to 
employers. 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $122,000,000 for the 
International Trade Commission (ITC). The 
Senate report language is not adopted. 

Litigation Transparency.—The agreement 
directs the ITC to brief the Committees, 
within 60 days of the enactment of this act, 
on investigations undertaken by the ITC re-
garding real parties in interest, current dis-
closure requirements, remedial measures 
available, and any recommendations to ad-
dress such concerns without overburdening 
litigants or creating unintended con-
sequences. 

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 

PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION 

The agreement includes $560,000,000 for the 
Legal Services Corporation (LSC). 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 

The bill includes language permitting LSC 
grantees to operate with boards of directors 
composed of no less than 33 percent attor-
neys without requiring appointment by bar 
associations. 

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $4,500,000 for the 
Marine Mammal Commission. 

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

The agreement includes a total of 
$74,000,000 for the Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR). For fiscal year 2024, 
USTR is directed to continue following the 
requirements in the joint explanatory state-
ment accompanying Public Law 117–103 
under the heading ‘‘Quad Strategic Partner-
ship.’’ 

Bilateral Trade Discussions.—As USTR con-
tinues bilateral trade discussions on behalf 
of the United States with various countries, 
including China and India, the agreement en-
courages USTR to continue to prioritize key 
U.S. export markets to ensure U.S. exporters 
are treated fairly. The agreement urges 
USTR to continue to prioritize fair treat-
ment for American companies and enforce-
ment of all of our trading partners’ obliga-
tions. 

Section 301 Exclusion Processes.—The agree-
ment encourages USTR to increase trans-
parency and consistency in its section 301 ex-
clusion process and to make the process less 
cumbersome to navigate, especially for 
small- and medium-sized businesses. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $59,000,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of USTR. 

TRADE ENFORCEMENT TRUST FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $15,000,000, which 
is to be derived from the Trade Enforcement 
Trust Fund, for trade enforcement activities 
and transfers authorized by the Trade Facili-
tation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015. 

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $7,640,000 for the 
State Justice Institute. 

TITLE V 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF 
FUNDS) 

The agreement includes the following gen-
eral provisions: 

Section 501 prohibits the use of funds for 
publicity or propaganda purposes unless ex-
pressly authorized by law. 

Section 502 prohibits any appropriation 
contained in this act from remaining avail-
able for obligation beyond the current fiscal 
year unless expressly provided. 

Section 503 provides that the expenditure 
of any appropriation contained in this act 
for any consulting service through procure-
ment contracts shall be limited to those con-
tracts where such expenditures are a matter 
of public record and available for public in-
spection, except where otherwise provided 
under existing law or existing Executive 
order issued pursuant to existing law. 

Section 504 provides that if any provision 
of this act or the application of such provi-
sion to any person or circumstance shall be 
held invalid, the remainder of this act and 
the application of other provisions shall not 
be affected. 

Section 505 prohibits a reprogramming of 
funds that: (1) creates or initiates a new pro-
gram, project, or activity; (2) eliminates a 
program, project, or activity; (3) increases 
funds or personnel by any means for any 
project or activity for which funds have been 
denied or restricted; (4) relocates an office or 
employee; (5) reorganizes or renames offices, 
programs, or activities; (6) contracts out or 
privatizes any function or activity presently 
performed by Federal employees; (7) aug-
ments funds for existing programs, projects, 
or activities in excess of $500,000 or 10 per-
cent, whichever is less, or reduces by 10 per-
cent funding for any existing program, 
project, or activity, or numbers of personnel 
by 10 percent; or (8) results from any general 
savings, including savings from a reduction 
in personnel, which would result in a change 
in existing programs, projects, or activities 
as approved by Congress; unless the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
are notified 15 days in advance of such re-
programming of funds. 

Section 506 provides that if it is deter-
mined that any person intentionally affixes 
a ‘‘Made in America’’ label to any product 
that was not made in America that person 
shall not be eligible to receive any contract 
or subcontract with funds made available in 
this act. The section further provides that to 
the extent practicable, with respect to pur-
chases of promotional items, funds made 
available under this act shall be used to pur-
chase items manufactured, produced, or as-
sembled in the United States or its terri-
tories or possessions. 

Section 507 requires quarterly reporting to 
Congress on the status of balances of appro-
priations. 

Section 508 provides that any costs in-
curred by a department or agency funded 
under this act resulting from, or to prevent, 
personnel actions taken in response to fund-
ing reductions in this act, or, for the Depart-
ment of Commerce, from actions taken for 
the care and protection of loan collateral or 
grant property, shall be absorbed within the 
budgetary resources available to the depart-
ment or agency, and provides transfer au-
thority between appropriation accounts to 
carry out this provision, subject to re-
programming procedures. 

Section 509 prohibits funds made available 
in this act from being used to promote the 
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sale or export of tobacco or tobacco products 
or to seek the reduction or removal of for-
eign restrictions on the marketing of to-
bacco products, except for restrictions which 
are not applied equally to all tobacco or to-
bacco products of the same type. This provi-
sion is not intended to impact routine inter-
national trade services to all U.S. citizens, 
including the processing of applications to 
establish foreign trade zones. 

Section 510 stipulates the obligations of 
certain receipts deposited into the Crime 
Victims Fund. 

Section 511 prohibits the use of DOJ funds 
for programs that discriminate against or 
denigrate the religious or moral beliefs of 
students participating in such programs. 

Section 512 prohibits the transfer of funds 
in this agreement to any department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States 
Government, except for transfers made by, 
or pursuant to authorities provided in, this 
agreement or any other appropriations act. 

Section 513 requires certain timetables of 
audits performed by Inspectors General of 
the Departments of Commerce and Justice, 
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, the National Science Foundation 
and the Legal Services Corporation and sets 
limits and restrictions on the awarding and 
use of grants or contracts funded by amounts 
appropriated by this act. 

Section 514 prohibits funds for acquisition 
of certain information systems unless the ac-
quiring department or agency has reviewed 
and assessed certain risks. Any acquisition 
of such an information system is contingent 
upon the development of a risk mitigation 
strategy and a determination that the acqui-
sition is in the national interest. Each de-
partment or agency covered under section 
514 shall submit a quarterly report to the 
Committees on Appropriations describing re-
views and assessments of risk made pursuant 
to this section and any associated findings or 
determinations. 

Section 515 prohibits the use of funds in 
this act to support or justify the use of tor-
ture by any official or contract employee of 
the United States Government. 

Section 516 prohibits the use of funds to in-
clude certain language in trade agreements. 

Section 517 prohibits the use of funds in 
this act to authorize or issue a National Se-
curity Letter (NSL) in contravention of cer-
tain laws authorizing the FBI to issue NSLs. 

Section 518 requires congressional notifica-
tion for any project within the Departments 
of Commerce or Justice, the National 
Science Foundation, or the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration totaling 
more than $75,000,000 that has cost increases 
of 10 percent or more. 

Section 519 deems funds for intelligence or 
intelligence-related activities as authorized 
by the Congress until the enactment of the 
Intelligence Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2024. 

Section 520 prohibits contracts or grant 
awards in excess of $5,000,000 unless the pro-
spective contractor or grantee certifies that 
the organization has filed all Federal tax re-
turns, has not been convicted of a criminal 
offense under the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, and has no unpaid Federal tax assess-
ment. 

(RESCISSIONS) 
Section 521 provides for rescissions of un-

obligated balances. Subsection (d) requires 
the Departments of Commerce and Justice to 
submit a report on the amount of each re-
scission. These reports shall include the dis-
tribution of such rescissions among decision 
units, or, in the case of rescissions from 
grant accounts, the distribution of such re-
scissions among specific grant programs, and 
whether such rescissions were taken from re-

coveries and deobligations, or from funds 
that were never obligated. 

Section 522 prohibits the use of funds in 
this act for the purchase of first class or pre-
mium air travel in contravention of the Code 
of Federal Regulations. 

Section 523 prohibits the use of funds to 
pay for the attendance of more than 50 de-
partment or agency employees, who are sta-
tioned in the United States, at any single 
conference outside the United States, unless 
the conference is: (1) a law enforcement 
training or operational event where the ma-
jority of Federal attendees are law enforce-
ment personnel stationed outside the United 
States; (2) a scientific conference for which 
the department or agency head has notified 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations that such attendance is in the na-
tional interest, along with the basis for such 
determination. 

Section 524 requires any department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States 
Government receiving funds appropriated 
under this act to track and report on 
undisbursed balances in expired grant ac-
counts. 

Section 525 requires, when practicable, the 
use of funds in this act to purchase light 
bulbs that have the ‘‘Energy Star’’ or ‘‘Fed-
eral Energy Management Program’’ designa-
tion. 

Section 526 prohibits the use of funds by 
NASA, OSTP, or the National Space Council 
(NSC) to engage in bilateral activities with 
China or a Chinese-owned company or effec-
tuate the hosting of official Chinese visitors 
at certain facilities unless the activities are 
authorized by subsequent legislation or 
NASA, OSTP, or NSC have made a certifi-
cation pursuant to subsections (c) and (d) of 
this section. 

Section 527 prohibits the use of funds to es-
tablish or maintain a computer network that 
does not block pornography, except for law 
enforcement and victim assistance purposes. 

Section 528 requires the departments and 
agencies funded in this act to submit spend-
ing plans. 

Section 529 prohibits funds to pay for 
award or incentive fees for contractors with 
below satisfactory performance or perform-
ance that fails to meet the basic require-
ments of the contract. The heads of execu-
tive branch departments, agencies, boards, 
and commissions funded by this act are di-
rected to require that all contracts within 
their purview that provide award fees link 
such fees to successful acquisition outcomes, 
specifying the terms of cost, schedule, and 
performance. 

Section 530 prohibits the use of funds by 
DOJ or DEA in contravention of a certain 
section of the Agricultural Act of 2014. 

Section 531 prohibits DOJ from preventing 
certain states from implementing state laws 
regarding the use of medical marijuana. 

Section 532 requires quarterly reports from 
the Department of Commerce, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
the National Science Foundation of travel to 
China. 

Section 533 requires 10 percent of the funds 
for certain programs be allocated for assist-
ance in persistent poverty counties. 

Section 534 prohibits the use of funds in 
this act to require certain export licenses. 

Section 535 prohibits the use of funds in 
this act to deny certain import applications 
regarding ‘‘curios or relics’’ firearms, parts, 
or ammunition. 

Section 536 prohibits funds from being used 
to deny the importation of shotgun models if 
no application for the importation of such 
models, in the same configuration, had been 
denied prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis 
that the shotgun was not particularly suit-
able for or readily adaptable to sporting pur-
poses. 

Section 537 prohibits the use of funds to 
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the 
Senate approves a resolution of ratification 
for the Treaty. 

Section 538 includes language regarding de-
tainees held at Guantanamo Bay. 

Section 539 includes language regarding fa-
cilities for housing detainees held at Guanta-
namo Bay. 

Section 540 extends the availability of cer-
tain funds. 

Section 541 provides that the Department 
of Commerce and FBI may utilize funding to 
provide payments pursuant to section 
901(i)(2) of title IX of division J of the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020. 

Section 542 is a new provision regarding 
administrative resources for Department of 
Commerce broadband programs. 

Section 543 prohibits the use of funds made 
available by this act to move a Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives fa-
cility. 

Section 544 amends section 1001 of title X 
of division FF of Public Law 116–260. 

Section 545 makes amendments to the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. 

Section 546 sets certain requirements for 
the allocations of funds related to the CHIPS 
Act of 2022 (Public Law 117–167). 

CREATING HELPFUL INCENTIVES TO PRODUCE 
SEMICONDUCTERS (CHIPS) FOR AMERICA FUND 
Division A of Public Law 117–167 estab-

lished the CHIPS for America Fund. The 
agreement allocates the funds according to 
the amounts listed in the following table. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ALLOCATION OF NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY FUNDS: 
CHIPS ACT FISCAL YEAR 2024 

[In thousands of dollars] 

Account—Project and Activity Amount ($000) 

Section 9902: 
Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors 

(CHIPS) for America Fund ........................................... $5,000,000 
Secure Enclave ............................................................ (1,500,000) 
Administrative Expenses ............................................. (100,000) 
Office of the Inspector General, Salaries and Ex-

penses .................................................................... (3,900) 

Total, Section 9902 ..................................................... $5,000,000 
Section 9906: 

Industrial Technology Services ........................................ $1,245,000 
National Semiconductor Technology Center ............... (1,100,000) 
Advanced Packaging Manufacturing Program ........... (95,000) 
Manufacturing USA Institute ...................................... (50,000) 

Scientific and Technology Research and Services ......... 55,000 
NIST Metrology Program .............................................. (29,000) 
Administrative Expenses ............................................. (26,000) 
Office of the Inspector General, Salaries and Ex-

penses .................................................................... (1,100) 

Total, Section 9906 ..................................................... $1,300,000 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ALLOCATION OF NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY FUNDS: 
CHIPS ACT FISCAL YEAR 2025 

[In thousands of dollars] 

Account—Project and Activity Amount ($000) 

Section 9902: 
Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors 

(CHIPS) for America Fund ........................................... $1,500,000 
Secure Enclave ............................................................ (1,500,000) 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ALLOCATION OF NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY FUNDS: 
CHIPS ACT FISCAL YEAR 2026 

[In thousands of dollars] 

Account—Project and Activity Amount ($000) 

Section 9902: 
Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors 

(CHIPS) for America Fund ........................................... $500,000 
Secure Enclave ............................................................ (500,000) 

Periodic Briefings.—Beginning in June, and 
quarterly thereafter, the Department of 
Commerce, Department of Defense and the 
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Office of the Director of National Intel-
ligence, shall provide briefings to the con-
gressional defense and intelligence commit-
tees, the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation, the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, the House 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, the majority leader of the Senate, 
the minority leader of the Senate, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
the minority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives on Secure Enclave. Such brief-
ings shall include updates on cost, schedule 
and performance and any other matters 

deemed appropriate by the congressional 
oversight committees listed above. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND 
CONGRESSIONALY DIRECTED SPENDING ITEMS 
Following is a list of congressional ear-

marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 
this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each House Member, Senator, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of juris-

diction for each item so identified. For each 
item, a Member is required to provide a cer-
tification that neither the Member nor the 
Member’s immediate family has a financial 
interest, and each Senator is required to pro-
vide a certification that neither the Senator 
nor the Senator’s immediate family has a pe-
cuniary interest in such congressionally di-
rected spending item. Neither the bill nor 
the explanatory statement contains any lim-
ited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as 
defined in the applicable House and Senate 
rules. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1523 March 5, 2024 
DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DEVEL-

OPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following statement to the House of 

Representatives and the Senate is submitted 
in explanation of the agreed upon Act mak-
ing appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

The explanatory statement accompanying 
this division is approved and indicates con-
gressional intent. Unless otherwise noted, 
the language set forth in House Report 118– 
126 and Senate Report 118–72 carries the same 
weight as the language included in this ex-
planatory statement and should be complied 
with unless specifically addressed to the con-
trary in this explanatory statement. While 
some language is repeated for emphasis, it is 
not intended to negate the language referred 
to above unless expressly provided herein. 
Additionally, where this explanatory state-
ment states that the ‘‘agreement only in-
cludes’’ or ‘‘the following is the only’’ direc-
tion, any direction included in the House or 
Senate report on that matter shall be consid-
ered as replaced with the direction provided 
within this explanatory statement. In cases 
where the House, the Senate, or this explan-
atory statement has directed a briefing or 
the submission of a report, such briefing or 
report is to be submitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress, hereinafter referred to as the Commit-
tees. House or Senate reporting require-
ments with deadlines prior to or within 15 
days of enactment of this Act shall be sub-
mitted not later than 60 days after enact-
ment of this Act. All other reporting dead-
lines not changed by this explanatory state-
ment are to be met. 

Funds for the individual programs and ac-
tivities within the accounts in this Act are 
displayed in the detailed table at the end of 
the explanatory statement for this Act. 
Funding levels that are not displayed in the 
detailed table are identified in this explana-
tory statement. 

In fiscal year 2024, for purposes of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985 (Public Law 99–177), the following 
information provides the definition of the 
term ‘‘program, project, or activity’’ for de-
partments and agencies under the jurisdic-
tion of the Energy and Water Development 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 
The term ‘‘program, project, or activity’’ 
shall include the most specific level of budg-
et items identified in the Energy and Water 
Development and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2024 and the explanatory 
statement accompanying this Act. 

TITLE I—CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 
The summary tables included in this title 

set forth the dispositions with respect to the 
individual appropriations, projects, and ac-
tivities of the Corps of Engineers (Corps). 
Additional items of this Act are discussed 
below. 

Advanced Funds Agreements.—The agree-
ment reiterates Senate direction. 

Beneficial Use of Dredged Material.—The 
agreement reiterates Senate direction. 

Continuing Contracts.—The agreement reit-
erates House and Senate direction. 

Invasive Carp.—Congress has provided con-
sistent funding to develop the program au-

thorized in section 509 the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) of 2020 and is frus-
trated with the lack of progress. The Corps is 
expected to finalize this program in fiscal 
year 2024. The agreement reiterates House 
and Senate direction with respect to this 
program and efforts to prevent invasive carp 
from reaching the Great Lakes. 

Program Delivery.—The agreement reiter-
ates House direction. 

Reporting Requirement.—The agreement re-
iterates Senate direction. 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING 

In lieu of all House and Senate direction— 
under any heading—regarding additional 
funding, new starts, and the fiscal year 2024 
work plan, the Corps shall follow the direc-
tion included in this explanatory statement. 

The executive branch retains discretion 
over project-specific allocation decisions, 
subject to only the direction here and under 
the heading ‘‘Additional Funding’’ or ‘‘Addi-
tional Funding for Ongoing Work’’ within 
each of the Investigations, Construction, 
Mississippi River and Tributaries, and Oper-
ation and Maintenance accounts. The Ad-
ministration is reminded that these funds 
are in addition to the budget request, and 
Administration budget metrics shall not be a 
reason to disqualify a study or project from 
being funded. A study or project may not be 
excluded from evaluation for funding due to 
being ‘‘inconsistent with Administration pol-
icy.’’ 

The agreement reiterates House direction 
regarding voluntary funding in excess of le-
gally required cost shares. 

It is expected that all of the additional 
funding provided will be allocated to specific 
programs, projects, or activities, and the al-
location process shall favor the obligation, 
rather than expenditure, of funds. Addition-
ally, the Administration shall consider the 
extent to which the Corps is able to obligate 
funds as it allocates the additional funding. 
The Corps shall evaluate all studies and 
projects only within accounts and categories 
consistent with previous congressional fund-
ing. 

A project or study shall be eligible for ad-
ditional funding within the Investigations, 
Construction, and Mississippi River and 
Tributaries accounts if: (1) it has received 
funding, other than through a reprogram-
ming, in at least one of the previous three 
fiscal years; (2) it was previously funded and 
could reach a significant milestone, com-
plete a discrete element of work, or produce 
significant outputs in fiscal year 2024; or (3) 
as appropriate, it is selected as one of the 
new starts allowed in accordance with this 
Act and the additional direction provided 
below. None of the additional funding in any 
account may be used for any item where 
funding was specifically denied or for 
projects in the Continuing Authorities Pro-
gram (CAP). Funds shall be allocated con-
sistent with statutory cost share require-
ments. The agreement reiterates Senate di-
rection regarding allocating funds to 
projects consistent with categories and sub-
categories of Additional Funding provided. 

Work Plan.—The Corps is directed to pro-
vide to the Committees not later than 60 
days after enactment of this Act a work plan 
consistent with House and Senate direction 
regarding what information the work plan 
shall include. Such work plan shall also in-

clude a delineation of funds that were made 
available from Public Law 117–58, and in 
what amounts, to projects listed in the table 
titled ‘‘Corps of Engineers—Construction.’’ 
The agreement reiterates Senate direction 
with respect to apportioning funding for 
Congressionally Directed Spending. The 
Corps is directed to include with the work 
plan and future budget requests a list of 
studies and projects with adjusted cost share 
using the definition issued pursuant to sec-
tion 160 of WRDA 2020 and the applicable 
cost share. 

New Starts.—In addition to individual new 
starts specifically identified in this Act, the 
agreement includes three additional new 
starts in Investigations and one in Construc-
tion. The three new starts in Investigations 
shall be for flood and storm damage reduc-
tion studies that were authorized in WRDA 
2022 and are in states that had a Federal Dis-
aster Emergency declared in 2022. The new 
construction start shall be for flood and 
storm damage reduction. No further addi-
tional new starts are provided for in this 
Act. 

The Corps is directed to notify the Com-
mittees at least seven days prior to execu-
tion of an agreement for construction of any 
project except environmental infrastructure 
projects and projects under the CAP. Neither 
study nor construction activities related to 
individual projects authorized under section 
1037 of Water Resources Reform and Develop-
ment Act of 2014 shall require a new start or 
new investment decision; these activities 
shall be considered ongoing work. No new 
start or new investment decision shall be re-
quired when moving from feasibility to 
preconstruction, engineering, and design 
(PED). The initiation of construction of an 
individually authorized project funded with-
in a programmatic line item may not require 
a new start designation provided that some 
amount of construction funding under such 
programmatic line item was appropriated 
and expended during the previous fiscal year. 
No new start or new investment decision 
shall be required to initiate work on a sepa-
rable element of a project when construction 
of one or more separable elements of that 
project was initiated previously, it shall be 
considered ongoing work. A new construc-
tion start shall not be required for work un-
dertaken to correct a design deficiency on an 
existing federal project, it shall be consid-
ered ongoing work. 

The Corps is directed to propose a single 
group of new starts as a part of the work 
plan. The Corps may not change or sub-
stitute the new starts selected once the work 
plan has been provided to the Committees. 
The Administration is reminded that only 
new starts with a willing and able non-fed-
eral sponsor should be included in the work 
plan. 

INVESTIGATIONS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $142,990,000 for In-
vestigations. The agreement also includes a 
rescission of $11,413,000 of unused, previously 
appropriated funds, for a net appropriation 
of $131,577,000. 

The allocation for studies, projects and ac-
tivities within the Investigations account is 
shown in the following table: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1530 March 5, 2024 
Updated Capabilities.—The agreement ad-

justs some project-specific allocations down-
ward based on updated technical information 
from the Corps. 

Additional Funding.—The Corps is expected 
to allocate the additional funding provided 
in this account primarily to specific feasi-
bility and PED phases, rather than to re-
maining items as has been the case in pre-
vious work plans. The Corps shall include ap-
propriate funding for studies initiated in fis-
cal year 2023. 

Of the additional funding provided in the 
PED column in the table in this account, 
$7,000,000 shall be for Flood Risk Manage-
ment PED activities. 

The agreement reiterates House and Sen-
ate direction regarding priorities to be con-
sidered. 

Arkansas Red River Chloride.—For the third 
consecutive year, the agreement rejects the 
budget request proposal to fund a disposition 
study for the Arkansas Red River Chloride 
Control project. The Corps is reminded that 
a project for which the agreement has explic-
itly denied funding shall not continue during 
the period covered by the most recently en-
acted appropriations bill or a subsequent 
continuing resolution. 

Buffalo Bayou Tributaries and Resiliency 
Study.—The Corps is directed to provide not 
later than 60 days after enactment of this 
Act a briefing to the Committees on a final 
plan, cost estimate, and schedule for comple-
tion of the study. 

Planning Support Program.—The agreement 
includes no direction. 

Preconstruction, Engineering, and Design 
(PED).—The agreement recognizes a funda-
mental flaw with the current policies the 
Corps uses to plan and design projects. Spe-
cifically, the Corps shifts risk to PED to 
comply with study duration and cost 
metrics. At the same time water resources 
development projects are increasingly com-

plex and more frequently multi-billion dollar 
projects. The combination of these two phe-
nomena produces significant cost inaccura-
cies and uncertainties that are not discov-
ered nor addressed until after a project is au-
thorized, or worse, after construction begins. 
The budget recommendations fail to address 
or acknowledge this flaw because sufficient 
PED has not been completed to reduce risk 
before construction. Rather, the willingness 
to advance Chief’s reports and move projects 
into construction with minimal design in 
order to keep an artificial cap on the Inves-
tigations account exacerbates increased 
costs over the duration of a construction 
project. The Corps is expected to make 
changes that address these challenges in 
order for non-federal sponsors, the Corps, 
and the Committees to have more clarity of 
project scope, challenges, and cost estimates 
before construction commences. 

The Corps is directed to provide to the 
Committees not later than 60 days after en-
actment of this Act a briefing on technical 
information related to study and project exe-
cution specific to PED. The briefing shall ad-
dress the appropriate level of design during 
feasibility studies, the appropriate level of 
PED required before a construction new 
start, and how cost estimate classifications 
may best be adjusted for changing environ-
ments. Finally, the briefing should address 
any system or database challenges that 
could hinder execution of these necessary 
changes. 

Project Cost Updates.—Corps policy requires 
regular updates of the economics and costs 
of authorized projects that have not yet re-
ceived construction funds, but such updates 
are not feasible without dedicated funds. The 
agreement provides funding for updates to 
authorized projects that have not received 
construction funds where those updates are 
necessary to recertify project costs or verify 
economic justification. The Corps is encour-

aged to recommend funding in future budget 
submissions for these activities. 

Research and Development.—The agreement 
provides $4,000,000 to continue the mod-
ernization of existing Corps coastal and hy-
draulics models. 

Research and Development, Biopolymers.— 
The agreement provides $6,000,000 to com-
plete this effort. 

Research and Development, Flood and Coast-
al Systems.—The agreement provides 
$5,000,000 to complete efforts to research and 
develop automated assessment and inspec-
tion of flood control systems, for the purpose 
of identifying levee deficiencies. 

Research and Development, Modeling.—The 
agreement funds this effort in the Operation 
and Maintenance account, under the heading 
‘‘Regional Sediment Management, Geo-
physical Modeling.’’ 

Research and Development, Urban Flood 
Damage Reduction.—The agreement funds 
this effort in the Operation and Maintenance 
account, under the heading ‘‘Water Oper-
ations Technical Support, Urban Flood Dam-
age Reduction and Stream Restoration in 
Arid Regions.’’ 

CONSTRUCTION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $1,854,688,000 for 
Construction. The agreement also includes a 
rescission of $9,678,000 of unused, previously 
appropriated funds, for a net appropriation 
of $1,845,010,000. The agreement also includes 
$1,434,500,000 from the use of prior-year bal-
ances from Public Law 117–58. Of the funds 
made available from Public Law 117–58, not 
less than $113,537,000 shall be allocated to in-
land navigation purpose construction 
projects named in the following table. 

The allocation for projects and activities 
within the Construction account is shown in 
the following table: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1536 March 5, 2024 
Updated Capabilities.—The agreement ad-

justs some project-specific allocations down-
ward based on updated technical information 
from the Corps. 

Additional Funding.—Of the additional 
funding provided in this account for flood 
and storm damage reduction, the Corps shall 
allocate not less than $30,000,000 to addi-
tional nonstructural flood control projects 
and continue construction of projects that 
principally address drainage in urban areas, 
of which not less than $20,000,000 shall be for 
projects that principally include improve-
ments to rainfall drainage systems that ad-
dress flood damages. 

Of the additional funding provided in this 
account, the Corps shall allocate not less 
than $20,000,000 to projects with riverfront 
development components. 

Of the additional funding for other author-
ized project purposes and environmental res-
toration or compliance, the Corps shall allo-
cate not less than $20,000,000 for execution of 
comprehensive restoration plans developed 
by the Corps for major bodies of water. The 
Corps is reminded that shore protection 
projects are eligible to compete for addi-
tional funding for flood and storm damage 
reduction. 

Of the additional funding provided for En-
vironmental Infrastructure, not less than 
$11,000,000 shall be for a multi-state environ-
mental infrastructure program. 

When allocating the additional funding 
provided in this account, the Corps is en-

couraged to evaluate authorized reimburse-
ments in the same manner as if the projects 
were being evaluated for new or ongoing con-
struction. The agreement reiterates House 
and Senate direction regarding priorities to 
be considered. 

Aquatic Plant Control Program.—The agree-
ment includes additional funding of $9,000,000 
for watercraft inspection stations and re-
lated monitoring, consistent with Senate di-
rection; $1,000,000 for activities related to 
monitoring, surveying and control of 
hydrilla verticillate and flowering rush; 
$5,000,000 for nationwide research; and 
$5,000,000 to address infestations of hydrilla 
in Lake Champlain and the Connecticut 
River basins. The agreement notes that 
there is no additional capability for activi-
ties authorized pursuant to section 509 of 
WRDA 2020; the agreement expects swift 
progress on these efforts using existing 
funds. 

Aquatic Plant Control Program, Mississippi 
River Basin.—The agreement includes $150,000 
consistent with Senate direction. 

Charleston Harbor.—The funding provided is 
for reimbursement of the advanced funds 
provided by the non-federal sponsor. 

Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal Dispersal 
Barrier, Illinois.—The agreement reiterates 
Senate direction. 

Environmental Infrastructure.—Funding is 
provided under the heading ‘‘Additional 
Funding.’’ 

Levisa and Tug Forks and Upper Cumberland 
River, VA, WV, & KY.—The funding is pro-
vided to initiate the Detailed Project Report 
for McDowell County, WV. 

Prior-year Balances (CAP).—Prior-year bal-
ances shall be derived from unobligated, pre-
viously appropriated CAP funds. 

Real Estate Requirements for Shore Protection 
Projects.—The agreement notes ongoing ob-
stacles to carrying out authorized shore pro-
tection projects in the South Atlantic Divi-
sion. The lack of progress is concerning. The 
Corps is directed to review its existing real 
estate policies that were developed to ensure 
compliance with WRDA 1986. Not later than 
90 days after enactment of this Act the Corps 
shall provide to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a briefing that recommends al-
ternatives to existing real estate require-
ments that would enable expeditious con-
struction of delayed projects and incor-
porates the views of non-federal sponsors. 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $368,037,000 for 
Mississippi River and Tributaries. The agree-
ment also includes a rescission of $1,110,000 
of unused, previously appropriated funds, for 
a net appropriation of $366,927,000. 

The allocation for projects and activities 
within the Mississippi River and Tributaries 
account is shown in the following table: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1539 March 5, 2024 
Additional Funding for Ongoing Work.— 

When allocating the additional funding pro-
vided in this account, the Corps shall con-
sider giving priority to completing or accel-
erating ongoing work that will enhance the 
nation’s economic development, job growth, 
and international competitiveness or for 
studies or projects located in areas that have 
suffered recent natural disasters. While this 
funding is shown under remaining items, the 

Corps shall use these funds in Investigations, 
Construction, and Operation and Mainte-
nance, as applicable. When allocating addi-
tional funds recommended in this account, 
the Corps is directed to consider cooperative 
projects addressing watershed erosion, sedi-
mentation, flooding, and environmental deg-
radation. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes $5,552,816,000 for 
Operation and-Maintenance. The agreement 
also includes a rescission of $30,000 of unused, 
previously appropriated funds, for a net ap-
propriation of $5,552,786,000. 

The allocation for projects and activities 
within the Operation and Maintenance ac-
count is shown in the following table: 
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Updated Capabilities.—The agreement ad-

justs some project-specific allocations down-
ward based on updated technical information 
from the Corps. 

Additional Funding for Ongoing Work.—The 
agreement reiterates House and Senate di-
rection regarding priorities to be considered. 

Of the additional funding provided in this 
account for navigation maintenance, the 
Corps shall allocate not less than $350,000 for 
the purpose of completing the report re-
quired in section 8205 of WRDA 2022. It is ex-
pected that completion of this report will en-
able Corps Districts to readily develop work 
packages for Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund (HMTF)-eligible work that reflects 
maintenance to authorized dimensions in-
stead of historical maintenance levels. 

Of the additional funding provided in this 
account for other authorized project pur-
poses, $200,000 shall be to provide a report 
consistent with the direction under the head-
ing ‘‘Levee Rehabilitation Projects in the 
Northwestern Division.’’ 

Of the additional funding provided in this 
account for other authorized project pur-
poses, $2,600,000 shall be for cooperation and 
coordination with the Great Lakes States to 
develop sediment transport models for Great 
Lakes tributaries that discharge to federal 
navigation channels and for water control 
manual updates for non-Corps owned high 
hazard dams where: (1) the Corps has a re-
sponsibility for flood control operations 
under section 7 of the Flood Control Act of 
1944; (2) the dam requires coordination of 
water releases with one or more other high- 
hazard dams for flood control purposes; and 
(3) the dam owner is actively investigating 
the feasibility of applying forecast-informed 
reservoir operations. 

The Corps shall allocate the additional 
funding provided in this account consistent 
with the direction under the headings 
‘‘Donor & Energy Transfer Ports’’ and ‘‘Har-
bor Maintenance Trust Fund Targets.’’ 

Aquatic Nuisance Control Research Pro-
gram.—The agreement provides $5,000,000 to 
supplement activities related to harmful 
algal bloom research and control, consistent 
with House direction; $3,500,000 to develop 
next generation ecological models, con-
sistent with House and Senate direction; 
$5,000,000 to continue work on the Harmful 
Algal Bloom Demonstration Program, as au-
thorized by WRDA of 2020; and $4,000,000 to 
work with university partners, consistent 
with Senate direction. 

Asset Management/Facilities and Equipment 
Maintenance (FEM).—The agreement pro-
vides $2,000,000 to continue research on novel 
approaches to repair and maintenance prac-
tices that will increase civil infrastructure 
intelligence and resilience. 

Asset Management/FEM, Structural Health 
Monitoring.—The agreement includes 
$5,000,000 to support the structural health 
monitoring program to facilitate research to 
maximize operations, enhance efficiency, 
and protect asset life through catastrophic 
failure mitigation. 

Coastal Inlets Research Program.—The 
agreement includes $14,200,000 in addition to 
the budget request for the Corps-led, multi- 
university effort to identify engineering 
frameworks to address coastal resilience 
needs; to develop adaptive pathways that 
lead to coastal resilience; for efforts that 
measure the coastal forces that lead to infra-
structure damage and erosion during ex-
treme storm events; to improve coupling of 
terrestrial and coastal models; and to con-
tinue work with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s National 
Water Center on protecting the nation’s 
water resources. 

Coastal Ocean Data System (CODS).—The 
agreement includes $9,800,000 to continue 

CODS base program activities, of which not 
less than $6,000,000 for long-term coastal 
wave and coastal sediment observations, re-
search, and data products that support sus-
tainable coastal and navigation projects. 

Donor & Energy Transfer Ports.—The agree-
ment directs the Corps to allocate any work 
plan HMTF funding for Donor and Energy 
Transfer Ports consistent with section 102 
and section 104 of WRDA 2020. The Corps is 
reminded that Donor and Energy Transfer 
Ports are eligible to receive additional fund-
ing recommended in the deep-draft harbor 
and channel funding line for expanded uses. 

Engineering With Nature.—The agreement 
includes $5,000,000 to support ongoing re-
search with university partners and $5,000,000 
to support research, development, and design 
of natural infrastructure solutions for the 
nation’s bays and estuaries, consistent with 
House and Senate direction, as applicable. 

Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Targets.— 
The agreement expresses disappointment 
that the Corps has twice failed to rec-
ommend HMTF work to meet the section 102 
WRDA 2020 targets and encourages the Corps 
to include full funding in future budget sub-
missions. Donor and energy transfer ports 
are critical to the national supply chain and 
fundamental to maintaining international 
competitiveness. Stable HMTF funding for 
expanded uses can assist with capital im-
provements at these critical ports, which al-
ready pay a significant share of the collected 
tax. The agreement expects the Corps to 
meet the donor and energy target in the fis-
cal year 2024 work plan. In conjunction with 
the fiscal year 2024 work plan, the Corps is 
directed to provide to the Committees a list 
of all projects with HMTF funding amounts 
for each section 102 WRDA target, including 
expanded uses. 

Inland Water Navigation Charts.—The agree-
ment reiterates Senate direction. 

Lake Sidney Lanier, GA.—The agreement 
notes local frustration stemming from the 
threat of closing campgrounds and other rec-
reational services in the vicinity of Lake La-
nier at the start of peak recreation season. 
The Corps is expected to partner and collabo-
rate with local communities and stake-
holders to find creative opportunities to 
maximize recreation opportunities. 

Levee Safety.—The agreement includes 
$1,000,000 to meet the requirements of section 
131 of WRDA 2020. The agreement notes that 
the Corps has paused the formation of the 
Levee Safety Committee to better incor-
porate the views of levee sponsors. The Corps 
is directed to provide a briefing to the Com-
mittees at least 30 days prior to resuming 
these efforts. 

Levee Rehabilitation Projects in the North-
western Division.—The agreement reiterates 
Senate direction. Funding for this work in 
the amount of $200,000 is provided under the 
heading ‘‘Additional Funding for Ongoing 
Work’’. 

Monitoring of Completed Navigation Projects, 
Fisheries.—The Corps is directed to continue 
ongoing research. The agreement includes 
$3,000,000 for research to assist the Corps 
across all waterways, lock structures, lock 
operation methods, and fish species and that 
will more fully inform the Corps’ operations. 
Additionally, the agreement provides 
$1,500,000 for the National Information Col-
laboration on Eco-hydraulics effort to re-
search the impact of reduced lock operations 
on riverine fish, consistent with House and 
Senate direction, as applicable. 

Monitoring of Completed Navigation Projects, 
Structural Health Monitoring.—Funding is 
provided under the heading ‘‘Asset Manage-
ment/Facilities and Equipment Maintenance 
(FEM).’’ 

North Atlantic Division Report on Hurricane 
Barriers and Harbors of Refuge.—Within avail-

able funds for ‘‘Reducing Civil Works 
Vulnerabilities’’, the agreement includes 
$700,000 for the report mandated under sec-
tion 1218 of America’s Water Infrastructure 
Act (AWIA) of 2018. 

Regional Dredge Contracting.—The agree-
ment notes that the Corps has utilized re-
gional dredge contracting in various regions 
but not in New England. The Corps is encour-
aged to enter into regional contracts to sup-
port increased efficiencies in the deployment 
of dredges for navigation projects in the New 
England region. The Corps is directed to 
brief the Committees not later than 45 days 
after enactment of this Act on the opportu-
nities to implement regional dredge con-
tracting processes in the New England re-
gion. 

Regional Sediment Management.—The agree-
ment includes $6,000,000 to develop inte-
grated tools that build coastal resilience 
across navigation, flood risk management, 
and ecosystem projects within the program. 

Regional Sediment Management, Geophysical 
Modeling.—The agreement reiterates Senate 
direction. 

Water Operations Technical Support (WOTS), 
Forecast Informed Reservoir Operations 
(FIRO).—The agreement includes $10,000,000 
to continue progress. 

Water Operations Technical Support, Urban 
Flood Damage Reduction and Stream Restora-
tion in Arid Regions.—The agreement reiter-
ates Senate direction. 

Water Operations Technical Support, Water 
Control Manual Updates.—Funding is pro-
vided under the heading ‘‘Additional Fund-
ing for Ongoing Work.’’ 

REGULATORY PROGRAM 
The agreement includes $221,000,000 for the 

Regulatory Program. 
FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL ACTION 

PROGRAM 
The agreement includes $300,000,000 for the 

Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action 
Program. 

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCIES 
The agreement includes $35,000,000 for 

Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies. 
EXPENSES 

The agreement includes $216,000,000 for Ex-
penses. The agreement reiterates Senate di-
rection with respect to an Office of Congres-
sional Affairs and the purpose of funding pro-
vided. The agreement reiterates House direc-
tion with respect to responsiveness to con-
gressional inquiries. The agreement includes 
no additional direction. 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE 
ARMY FOR CIVIL WORKS 

The agreement includes $5,000,000 for the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Civil Works. The agreement in-
cludes a restriction on the obligation of 
funds related to written recommendations. 

A timely and accessible executive branch 
in the course of fulfilling its constitutional 
role in the appropriations process is essen-
tial. The requesting and receiving of basic, 
factual information, such as budget jus-
tification materials and statutorily required 
reports, including execution reports and 
damage repair estimates, are vital in order 
to maintain a transparent and open gov-
erning process. The agreement recognizes 
that some discussions internal to the execu-
tive branch are pre-decisional in nature and, 
therefore, not subject to disclosure. How-
ever, the access to facts, figures, and statis-
tics that inform these decisions are not sub-
ject to this same sensitivity and are critical 
to the appropriations process. The Adminis-
tration shall ensure timely and complete re-
sponses to these inquiries. While the agree-
ment notes initial progress in providing the 
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required reports, the regression to signifi-
cant delays was swift and conspicuous. It is 
imperative that these reports are provided 
on a regular basis here forward. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND 
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides $7,200,000 for the 
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Program Account, including $5,000,000 
for program development, administration, 
and oversight and $2,200,000 for the financial 
assistance authorized by the Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act (Pub-
lic Law 113–121) program. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—CORPS OF ENGINEERS— 
CIVIL 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes a provision relat-
ing to reprogramming. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing the allocation of funds. 

The agreement includes a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds to carry out any con-
tract that commits funds beyond the 
amounts appropriated for that program, 
project, or activity. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing funding transfers to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing certain dredged material disposal activi-
ties. The Corps is directed to brief the Com-
mittees not later than 90 days after enact-
ment of this Act on dredged material dis-
posal issues. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing reallocations at a project. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing eligibility for additional funding. Wheth-
er a project is eligible for funding under a 
particular provision of additional funding is 
a function of the technical details of the 
project; it is not a policy decision. The Chief 
of Engineers is the federal government’s 
technical expert responsible for execution of 
the Civil Works program and for offering 
professional advice on its development. 
Therefore, the provision in this agreement 
clarifies that a project’s eligibility for addi-
tional funding shall be solely the profes-
sional determination of the Chief of Engi-
neers. 

The agreement includes a provision related 
to eligibility for participation in the Public 
Law 84–99 program. 

The agreement includes a provision related 
to the use of previously appropriated funds. 

The agreement includes a provision direct-
ing the use of previously appropriated funds. 

The agreement includes a provision related 
to eligibility of certain projects for funding. 

The agreement includes a provision related 
to the use of previously appropriated funds. 

TITLE II—DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT 

CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT 

The agreement includes a total of 
$23,000,000 for the Central Utah Project Com-
pletion Account. 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

In lieu of all House and Senate direction 
regarding additional funding and the fiscal 
year 2024 work plan, the agreement includes 
direction under the heading ‘‘Additional 
Funding for Ongoing Work’’ in the Water and 
Related Resources account. 

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $1,751,698,000 for 
Water and Related Resources. 

The agreement includes legislative lan-
guage, in accordance with Public Law 114– 
322, to allow the use of certain funding pro-
vided in prior fiscal years. 

The agreement for Water and Related Re-
sources is shown in the following table: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1573 March 5, 2024 
Additional Funding for Ongoing Work.—The 

agreement includes funds above the budget 
request for Water and Related Resources 
studies, projects, and activities. This funding 
is for additional work that either was not in-
cluded in the budget request or was inad-
equately budgeted. Priority in allocating 
these funds should be given to advance and 
complete ongoing work, including 
preconstruction activities and where envi-
ronmental compliance has been completed; 
improve water supply reliability; improve 
water deliveries; enhance national, regional, 
or local economic development; promote job 
growth; advance tribal and nontribal water 
settlement studies and activities; or address 
critical backlog maintenance and rehabilita-
tion activities. 

Of the additional funding provided under 
the heading ‘‘Water Conservation and Deliv-
ery’’, $134,000,000 shall be for water storage 
projects as authorized in section 4007 of the 
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
Nation (WIIN) Act (Public Law 114–322). 

Of the additional funding provided under 
the heading ‘‘Water Conservation and Deliv-
ery’’, $50,000,000 shall be for implementing 
the Drought Contingency Plan in the Lower 
Colorado River Basin to create or conserve 
recurring Colorado River water that contrib-
utes to supplies in Lake Mead and other Col-
orado River water reservoirs in the Lower 
Colorado River Basin or projects to improve 
the long-term efficiency of operations in the 
Lower Colorado River Basin, consistent with 
the Secretary’s obligations under the Colo-
rado River Drought Contingency Plan Au-
thorization Act (Public Law 116–14) and re-
lated agreements. None of these funds shall 
be used for the operation of the Yuma 
Desalting Plant and nothing in this section 
shall be construed as limiting existing or fu-
ture opportunities to augment the water 
supplies of the Colorado River. 

Of the additional funding provided under 
the heading ‘‘Water Conservation and Deliv-
ery’’, not less than $20,000,000 shall be for the 
planning, pre-construction, or construction 
activities related to projects found to be fea-
sible by the Secretary and that are ready to 
be initiated for the repair of critical Rec-
lamation canals where operational convey-
ance capacity has been seriously impaired by 
factors such as age or land subsidence, espe-
cially those that would imminently jeop-
ardize Reclamation’s ability to meet water 
delivery obligations in drought-prone states, 
of which not less than $5,000,000 shall be for 
the Friant-Kern Canal, San Luis Canal, and 
Delta Mendota Canal. 

Of the additional funding provided under 
the heading ‘‘Water Conservation and Deliv-
ery’’, not less than $10,000,000 shall be allo-
cated to aquifer recharge projects. Reclama-
tion is reminded that projects authorized 
pursuant to section 40910 of Public Law 117– 
58 are eligible to compete for these funds. 

Of the additional funding provided under 
the heading ‘‘Fish Passage and Fish 
Screens’’, $6,000,000 shall be for the Anad-
romous Fish Screen Program. 

Of the additional funding provided under 
the heading ‘‘Environmental Restoration or 
Compliance’’, not less than $20,000,000 shall 
be for activities authorized under sections 
4001 and 4010 of the WIIN Act (Public Law 
114–322) or as set forth in federal-state plans 
for restoring threatened and endangered fish 
species affected by the operation of Reclama-
tion’s water projects. 

Not later than 45 days after enactment of 
this Act, Reclamation shall provide to the 
Committees a report delineating how the ad-
ditional funds in this account are to be dis-
tributed, in which phase the work is to be ac-
complished, and an explanation of the cri-
teria and rankings used to justify each allo-
cation. 

Reclamation is reminded that voluntary 
funding in excess of legally required cost 
shares for rural water projects is acceptable 
but shall not be used by Reclamation as a 
criterion for allocating additional funding 
provided in this agreement or for budgeting 
in future years. 

Reclamation is reminded that the fol-
lowing activities are eligible to compete for 
funding under the appropriate heading: ac-
tivities authorized under Indian Water 
Rights Settlements; all authorized rural 
water projects, including those with tribal 
components, those with non-tribal compo-
nents, and those with both; water storage 
and beneficial use; ongoing work, including 
preconstruction activities, on projects that 
provide new or existing water supplies 
through additional infrastructure; and ac-
tivities authorized under section 206 of Pub-
lic Law 113–235. 

Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program.— 
The agreement includes an additional 
$3,250,000 for studies or projects that will de-
velop alternative pumping sites in a location 
to produce multiple benefits including 
dewatering of river segments, improved 
water quality, and reliable water delivery. 

Land Resources Management Program.—The 
agreement includes no direction. 

Research and Development: Desalination and 
Water Purification Program.—The agreement 
includes $12,000,000 for desalination projects 
as authorized in section 4009(a) of the WIIN 
Act (Public Law 114–322). Reclamation shall 
not impose administrative project cost caps 
and shall use the statutory Federal cost 
share for section 4009(a) projects. 

Research and Development: Science and Tech-
nology Program.—The agreement provides 
$5,000,000 for Reclamation’s Airborne Snow 
Observatory (ASO) program to support im-
plementation of ASO flights and $1,500,000 for 
continued collaboration with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture and the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration on ef-
forts to improve real-time and derived snow 
water information. 

WaterSMART Program: Open 
Evapotranspiration System.—The agreement 
reiterates Senate direction and notes con-
cerns related to privacy, data quality, and 
potential regulatory impacts. The briefing 
shall also include Reclamation’s assessment 
of these concerns and any potential solu-
tions. 

WaterSMART Program: Title XVI Water Rec-
lamation & Reuse Program.—The agreement 
includes $20,000,000 for water recycling and 
reuse projects as authorized in section 4009(c) 
of the WIIN Act (Public Law 114–322). 
CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT RESTORATION FUND 
The agreement provides an indefinite ap-

propriation, which allows Reclamation to ex-
pend funds collected in fiscal year 2024. The 
estimate of collections in fiscal year 2024 is 
$48,508,000. 

CALIFORNIA BAY-DELTA RESTORATION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $33,000,000 for the 
California Bay-Delta Restoration Program. 

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides $66,794,000 for Pol-

icy and Administration. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION 

The agreement includes a provision lim-
iting Reclamation to purchase not more 
than thirty passenger vehicles for replace-
ment only. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

The agreement includes a provision out-
lining the circumstances under which the 
Bureau of Reclamation may reprogram 
funds. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing the San Luis Unit and Kesterson Res-
ervoir in California. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing section 9504(e) of the Omnibus Public 
Land Management Act of 2009 (Public Law 
111–11). 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing the Calfed Bay-Delta Authorization Act. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing section 9106(g)(2) of the Omnibus Public 
Land Management Act of 2009. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing the Reclamation States Emergency 
Drought Relief Act of 1991. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing section 9503(f) of the Omnibus Public 
Land Management Act of 2009. 

TITLE III—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
The agreement provides $50,246,754,000 for 

the Department of Energy to fund programs 
in its primary mission areas of science, en-
ergy, environment, and national security. 

Staff Augmentation.—The Department is di-
rected to provide to the Committees not 
later than 60 days after enactment of this 
Act a report detailing the number, position, 
assignment duration, and cost, if reimburs-
able by the Department, of laboratory con-
tractor employees and Intergovernmental 
Personnel Act assignees augmenting senior 
federal and political appointee positions. 

CROSSCUTTING INITIATIVES 
The agreement notes that the funding lev-

els specified in the Crosscutting Initiatives 
are an estimate of directives included in spe-
cific accounts across the Department. 

Carbon Dioxide Removal.—The agreement 
provides not less than $118,000,000 for carbon 
dioxide removal technologies, including not 
less than $23,000,000 from the Office of En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
(EERE), not less than $70,000,000 from Office 
of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management 
(FECM), and not less than $25,000,000 from 
the Office of Science. 

The agreement includes funding and direc-
tion on a competitive purchasing pilot pro-
gram within the FECM account. 

Critical Minerals.—The agreement provides 
not less than $380,000,000 for critical min-
erals, including not less than $150,000,000 
from EERE, not less than $70,000,000 from 
FECM, not less than $136,000,000 from the Of-
fice of Nuclear Energy (NE), and not less 
than $24,000,000 from the Office of Science. 

Energy Storage.—The agreement provides 
not less than $580,500,000 for energy storage, 
including not less than $330,000,000 from 
EERE, not less than $92,500,000 from the Of-
fice of Electricity, not less than $5,000,000 
from FECM, not less than $23,000,000 from 
NE, and not less than $130,000,000 from the 
Office of Science. 

Hydrogen.—The agreement provides not 
less than $396,000,000 for hydrogen, including 
not less than $205,000,000 from EERE, not less 
than $120,000,000 from FECM, not less than 
$21,000,000 from NE, and not less than 
$50,000,000 from the Office of Science. 

The agreement provides funding for tech-
nologies to advance hydrogen use for heavy- 
duty transportation, industrial, and hard-to- 
electrify transportation applications includ-
ing trains, maritime shipping, and aviation 
within the EERE account. 

Industrial Decarbonization.—The agreement 
provides not less than $953,000,000 for indus-
trial decarbonization, including not less than 
$580,000,000 from EERE, not less than 
$245,000,000 from FECM, not less than 
$62,000,000 from NE, and not less than 
$66,000,000 from the Office of Science. 

ENERGY PROGRAMS 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 

The agreement provides $3,460,000,000 for 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1574 March 5, 2024 
Within available funds, the agreement pro-

vides up to $35,000,000 for the Lab-Embedded 
Entrepreneurship Program. 

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION 
Vehicle Technologies.—The agreement pro-

vides not less than $190,000,000 for Battery 
and Electrification Technologies. 

The agreement provides up to $6,000,000 for 
a competitive solicitation for university-led 
teams to develop vehicle or structural level 
strategies to reduce the likelihood of the 
cascading effects of electric vehicle fires. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$100,000,000 for Vehicle Technology Integra-
tion and Deployment. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$5,000,000 for electric vehicle workforce de-
velopment activities, including building 
upon existing partnerships with the GridEd 
workforce training program. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$40,000,000 for Energy Efficient Mobility Sys-
tems. 

The agreement provides up to $10,000,000 
for research and development on improved 
recycling of batteries collected through bat-
tery recycling programs such as the Battery 
Recycling Retail Initiative. The agreement 
encourages the Department to continue re-
search on understanding and mitigating the 
risks during battery recycling collection, 
storage, and transportation to enable stores 
to meet state-level fire standards for battery 
recycling such as those in California. 

Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies.—The 
agreement provides not less than $50,000,000 
for Hydrogen Technologies. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$60,000,000 for technologies to advance hydro-
gen use for hard-to-electrify transportation 
applications, including locomotives, mari-
time shipping, and aviation. 

The agreement provides $10,000,000 for hy-
drogen delivery, storage, and release tech-
nologies, including carriers. 

The agreement provides up to $20,000,000 
for Safety, Codes, and Standards. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Solar Energy Technologies.—The agreement 

provides up to $60,000,000 for Concentrating 
Solar Power. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$45,000,000 for Balance of System Soft Costs 
and reiterates Senate direction. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$25,000,000 for research, development, and 
demonstration activities related to cadmium 
telluride and not less than $25,000,000 for 
perovskites. 

Wind Energy Technologies.—The agreement 
provides not less than $18,000,000 for distrib-
uted wind technologies. 

Within available funds for offshore wind, 
the agreement provides up to $6,000,000 for 
Centers of Excellence focused on the offshore 
wind energy engineering, infrastructure, sup-
ply chain, transmission, and other pertinent 
issues required to support offshore wind in 
the United States. 

The Department is directed to support an 
at-scale floating wind turbine demonstrator. 

The agreement continues to support efforts 
to develop a university-based testing facility 
for industrial prototyping and manufac-
turing of turbine systems capable of pro-
ducing upwards of 30 megawatts of power per 
unit and grid integration efforts for offshore 
wind turbine capabilities. 

Water Power Technologies.—The agreement 
provides $59,000,000 for hydropower and 
pumped storage activities and up to 
$141,000,000 for Marine Energy. 

The agreement includes funding for the 
purposes of section 242 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 within the Grid Deployment ac-
count. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$10,000,000 for continuation of foundational 

research activities led by the National Ma-
rine Energy Centers and affiliated univer-
sities and research institutions. 

Within available funds for Marine Energy, 
the agreement provides not less than 
$43,300,000 to address infrastructure needs at 
marine energy technology sites, including 
$21,300,000 for the Department’s Marine and 
Coastal Research Laboratory. 

The agreement provides up to $35,000,000 
for competitive solicitations to support 
university- and industry-led projects to rap-
idly design, fabricate, and test marine en-
ergy systems, subsystems, and components. 

Geothermal Technologies.—The agreement 
provides up to $100,000,000 for enhanced geo-
thermal system demonstrations and next- 
generation geothermal demonstration 
projects in diverse geographic areas. 

The agreement provides up to $40,000,000 
for FORGE. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
Advanced Manufacturing (Industrial Effi-

ciency and Decarbonization Office and Ad-
vanced Materials and Manufacturing Tech-
nologies Office).—The agreement provides 
$50,000,000 for critical materials and up to 
$60,000,000 for Energy Technology Manufac-
turing. 

The agreement provides $5,000,000 for ad-
vanced manufacturing of large offshore wind 
blades and turbines. 

Building Technologies.—The agreement pro-
vides not less than $70,000,000 for Commercial 
Buildings Integration, not less than 
$60,000,000 for Residential Buildings Integra-
tion, and not less than $75,000,000 for Equip-
ment and Building Standards. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$15,000,000 for Building Energy Codes. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$15,000,000 and up to $50,000,000 for research, 
development, demonstration, and commer-
cial application activities related to ad-
vanced solid-state lighting technology devel-
opment. 

CYBERSECURITY, ENERGY SECURITY, AND 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

The agreement provides $200,000,000 for Cy-
bersecurity, Energy Security, and Emer-
gency Response. 

The agreement provides funding for the 
Eagle-I activity within the Response and 
Restoration control point instead of the Risk 
Management Technology and Tools control 
point. 

Risk Management Technology and Tools.— 
The agreement reiterates House direction re-
garding efforts to integrate cybersecurity 
into the designs of energy delivery systems 
and does not include direction on funding for 
the Energy Cybersecurity Center of Excel-
lence. 

The agreement provides $10,000,000 to sup-
port a regional pilot to foster partnerships 
between national laboratories, universities, 
electricity sector utilities, and state and 
local government entities to identify and 
mitigate the prevalent and constantly evolv-
ing national security threats to regional in-
frastructure. 

ELECTRICITY 
The agreement provides $280,000,000 for 

Electricity. 
Transmission Reliability and Resilience.—The 

agreement includes $3,000,000 to support uni-
versity-based research partnerships to de-
velop and deploy advanced data analytics 
and predictive models that incorporate 
human operator behavior to better under-
stand, predict, prevent, and mitigate cas-
cading failures in power grids. 

Resilient Distribution Systems.—The agree-
ment includes up to $10,000,000 to support the 
COMMANDER National Test Bed. 

The agreement provides up to $15,000,000 to 
public utility commissions and state energy 

offices for technical assistance in under-
standing distribution planning, interconnec-
tion, and modeling of distributed energy 
sources with their utilities, their customers, 
and the broader wholesale market. 

GRID HARDWARE, COMPONENTS, AND SYSTEMS 
Energy Storage.—The agreement includes 

$4,800,000 for operational support of the Grid 
Storage Launchpad. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$20,000,000 for a competitive pilot demonstra-
tion grant program, as authorized in section 
3201 of the Energy Act of 2020, for energy 
storage projects that are wholly U.S.-made, 
sourced, and supplied. 

Transformer Resilience and Advanced Compo-
nents.—The agreement provides funding for 
research in silicon carbide and gallium 
nitride power electronics within the Trans-
former Resilience and Advanced Components 
control point instead of the Energy Delivery 
Grid Operations Technology control point. 

GRID DEPLOYMENT 
The agreement provides $60,000,000 for Grid 

Deployment. 
Transmission Planning and Permitting.—The 

Department is directed to consider desig-
nating transmission facilities as being in the 
national interest under section 216a of the 
Federal Power Act through the issuance of 
facility-specific or route-specific national in-
terest electric transmission corridors. 

Distribution and Markets.—The agreement 
includes up to $10,000,000 to provide technical 
assistance and guidance for Public Utility 
Commissions and Regional Transmission Or-
ganizations to model the operating behavior 
of, and develop rate or market designs, to in-
corporate expanded integration of Long Du-
ration Energy Storage resources on the grid. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 
The agreement provides $1,685,000,000 for 

Nuclear Energy. 
NEUP, SBIR/STTR, and TCF.—The agree-

ment provides $6,630,000 for the University 
Nuclear Leadership Program, previously 
funded as the Integrated University Pro-
gram. The agreement does not provide funds 
for the planning and construction of new 
university nuclear reactors. 

Workforce Training.—Section 311 of the 
agreement provides up to $100,000,000 to im-
plement a new nuclear safety training pro-
gram. The Department is directed to make 
one or more cost-shared awards not later 
than 180 days after enactment of this Act. 
The program shall require cost share of at 
least 50 percent of the total program costs. 
The cost share must come from non-federal 
sources unless otherwise allowed by law. In 
implementing the program, the Department 
shall give priority to universities located 
within 50 miles of reactors that were con-
structed prior to 1980 and have had signifi-
cant safety issues in the last five decades. A 
successful applicant shall have clearly de-
fined goals and objectives; identify and ad-
dress the gap between available skilled 
workers and the demand for the training pro-
gram; and lead to an industry recognized nu-
clear reactor safety credential to meet de-
mand. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY ENABLING TECHNOLOGIES 
The agreement provides $16,000,000 for inte-

grated energy systems, including projects 
with hydrogen co-located with nuclear. 

Nuclear Science User Facilities.—The agree-
ment provides not less than $12,000,000 for 
computational support. 

FUEL CYCLE RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND 
DEMONSTRATION 

Advanced Nuclear Fuel Availability.—The 
agreement provides $100,000,000. Addition-
ally, section 312 of the agreement provides 
up to $2,720,000,000 for nuclear fuel avail-
ability derived from unobligated appropria-
tions. 
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Material Recovery and Waste Form Develop-

ment.—The agreement provides not less than 
$27,000,000 for EBR–II Processing for HALEU 
and $7,000,000 for the ZIRCEX process. 

Accident Tolerant Fuels.—The agreement 
provides not less than $25,000,000 for further 
development of silicon carbide ceramic ma-
trix composite fuel cladding for light water 
reactors. The agreement reiterates Senate 
direction to provide a multi-year plan to 
phase out the program. 

Fuel Cycle Laboratory R&D.—The agree-
ment provides up to $15,000,000 for an ad-
vanced metallic fuels program. 
REACTOR CONCEPTS RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND DEMONSTRATION 
Advanced Small Modular Reactor RD&D.— 

The agreement supports the budget request 
which provides no further funding for the ex-
isting cooperative agreement DENE0008928. 

Section 311 of the agreement also includes 
funding for small modular reactor develop-
ment and deployment activities derived from 
unobligated appropriations. 

The agreement provides up to $800,000,000 
for not more than two near term utility 
commercial deployments of a Generation 3+ 
small modular reactor technology in the 
United States. 

The Department, through the Office of 
Clean Energy Demonstrations, is directed to 
make not more than two cost-shared awards 
not later than 270 days after enactment of 
this Act, with a utility cost share of not less 
than 50 percent. The selection requirements 
shall be consistent with the process outlined 
in section 959A of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005. A successful applicant shall have an ex-
pected orderbook of deployments. 

The agreement provides $100,000,000 for one 
or more competitive awards with a 50 per-
cent cost share to support design, licensing, 
supplier development, and site preparation 
of a grid-scale Generation 3+ reactor design 
that can be deployed no later than 2030. The 
Department is directed to award this funding 
not later than 90 days after enactment of 
this Act to support rapid domestic deploy-
ment of small modular reactors and supplier 
development to fabricate nuclear compo-
nents for both U.S. and export markets. 

Advanced Reactor Technologies.—The agree-
ment provides not less than $20,000,000 for 
MARVEL. 

ADVANCED REACTOR DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 
The agreement reiterates Senate direction 

requiring a report on cost impacts of the Ad-
vanced Reactor Demonstration Program 
(ARDP) projects. 

Risk Reduction for Future Demonstration.— 
The agreement provides $137,222,000 for the 
Risk Reduction Program. 

Regulatory Development.—In lieu of House 
direction, the agreement provides $10,000,000 
for the Advanced Nuclear Licensing Energy 
Cost-Share Grant Program as authorized 
under 42 U.S.C. 16280 for technology diver-
sity, including spent nuclear fuel reprocess-
ing. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
The agreement does not include funds for 

the Reactor Fuels Research Capability. 
PROGRAM DIRECTION 

The agreement includes funding for Inter-
national Nuclear Energy Cooperation activi-
ties within Program Direction. 

FOSSIL ENERGY AND CARBON MANAGEMENT 
The agreement provides $865,000,000 for 

Fossil Energy and Carbon Management. 
In lieu of House and Senate direction, the 

agreement supports and provides funding for 
industrial emission reduction, 
decarbonization, and combustion-centric ac-
tivities that advance new technologies and 
improve the current utilization of generation 
fuels. 

The agreement includes not less than 
$5,000,000 to continue efforts to support nat-
ural gas demand response pilot programs. 

Solid Oxide Fuel Cell Systems & Hydrogen.— 
The agreement provides not less than 
$100,000,000 for the research, development, 
and demonstration of solid oxide fuel cell 
systems and hydrogen production, transport, 
storage, and use systems. 

University Training and Research.—The 
agreement includes no direction regarding 
funding within the University Training and 
Research program. 

lnteragency Working Group on Coal and 
Power Plant Communities and Economic Revi-
talization.—The agreement directs the work-
ing group to convene relevant stakeholders 
to discuss waterway freight diversification 
and economic development in the Ohio, Alle-
gheny, and Monongahela River Corridor. 

CARBON MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGIES 

The agreement recognizes the benefits of a 
clear regulatory process for ocean carbon di-
oxide removal pathways and provides $250,000 
to work with other appropriate federal agen-
cy and industry partners to develop, test, 
and evaluate ocean-based carbon dioxide re-
moval technologies. 

Carbon Dioxide Removal.—The agreement 
provides $10,000,000 for research, development 
and demonstration related to biological car-
bon sequestration in deep ocean water 
through macroalgae and other living marine 
resources. 

The agreement includes $20,000,000 to con-
tinue the competitive purchasing pilot pro-
gram that was directed to be established in 
the fiscal year 2023 Act, consistent with Divi-
sion D of Public Law 117–328. The Depart-
ment is directed to provide to the Commit-
tees not later than 180 days after enactment 
of this Act a report on the progress of the 
competitive purchasing pilot program. 

Carbon Transport and Storage.—The agree-
ment provides not less than $35,000,000 for 
CarbonSAFE and not less than $25,000,000 for 
the Regional Carbon Sequestration Partner-
ships. 

RESOURCE TECHNOLOGIES AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Advanced Remediation Technologies.—The 
agreement provides $15,000,000 for university 
research and field investigations in the Gulf 
of Mexico to confirm the nature, regional 
context, and hydrocarbon system behavior of 
gas hydrate deposits. 

The agreement provides $8,000,000 for the 
Risk Based Data Management System. 

Methane Mitigation Technologies.—The 
agreement provides $5,000,000 for advanced 
observational technologies, as validated in 
peer-reviewed publications, to globally iden-
tify and mitigate methane and volatile or-
ganic compound emissions. 

ENERGY PROJECTS 

The agreement provides $83,724,000 for the 
Energy Projects account for Congressionally 
Directed Spending at the Department for the 
following list of projects. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1578 March 5, 2024 
NAVAL PETROLEUM AND OIL SHALE RESERVES 

The agreement provides $13,010,000 for the 
operation of the Naval Petroleum and Oil 
Shale Reserves. 

STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
The agreement includes $213,390,000 for the 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 
The Department is directed to continue its 

efforts to refill the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve expeditiously and to provide to the 
Committees not later than 90 days after en-
actment of this Act, and quarterly there-
after, a briefing on its plans to refill the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 

SPR PETROLEUM ACCOUNT 
The agreement provides $100,000 for the 

SPR Petroleum Account. 
NORTHEAST HOME HEATING OIL RESERVE 

The agreement provides $7,150,000 for the 
Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve. 

ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides $135,000,000 for the 

Energy Information Administration. 
NON-DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

The agreement provides $342,000,000 for 
Non-Defense Environmental Cleanup. 

Small Sites.—The agreement provides 
$108,435,000 for Small Sites cleanup. Within 
this amount, $18,000,000 is for the Energy 
Technology Engineering Center, $11,500,000 is 
for Idaho National Laboratory, $6,000,000 is 
for work at the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory, $67,000,000 is for Moab, and 
$5,935,000 is for excess Office of Science facili-
ties. 
URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND 

DECOMMISSIONING FUND 
The agreement provides $855,000,000 for ac-

tivities funded from the Uranium Enrich-
ment Decontamination and Decommis-
sioning Fund. 

SCIENCE 
The agreement provides $8,240,000,000 for 

Science. 
The Department is directed to provide not 

later than 90 days, and quarterly thereafter, 
a briefing on its actions to progressively 
move to fully funding research awards of 
$2,500,000 or less. 

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learn-
ing.—The agreement includes not less than 
$135,000,000 for Artificial Intelligence and 
Machine Learning across the Office of 
Science Programs. 

Energy Earthshots.—The agreement reiter-
ates House direction. 

Quantum Information Sciences.—The agree-
ment provides not Jess than $245,000,000 for 
quantum information science, including not 
less than $120,000,000 for research and 
$125,000,000 for the five National Quantum In-
formation Science Research Centers. 

The agreement includes funding at the fis-
cal year 2023 levels for the RENEW and FAIR 
initiatives. 

ADVANCED SCIENTIFIC COMPUTING RESEARCH 
The agreement provides not less than 

$219,000,000 for the Argonne Leadership Com-
puting Facility, $255,000,000 for the Oak 
Ridge Leadership Computing Facility, 
$135,000,000 for the National Energy Research 
Scientific Computing Center at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory, and 
$91,000,000 for ESnet. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$290,000,000 for Mathematical, Computa-
tional, and Computer Sciences Research. 

BASIC ENERGY SCIENCES 
The agreement provides $704,134,000 for fa-

cilities operations of the nation’s light 
sources, $373,163,000 for facilities operations 
of the high-flux neutron sources, and 
$150,880,000 for facilities operations of the 
Nanoscale Science Research Centers. 

BIOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH 

The agreement includes not less than 
$420,000,000 for Biological Systems Science 
and not less than $430,000,000 for Earth and 
Environmental Systems Sciences. 

The agreement provides up to $20,000,000 to 
re-establish a low-dose radiation research 
pilot program in coordination with the Of-
fice of Environment, Health, Safety, and Se-
curity and the Office of Nuclear Energy. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$115,000,000 for the four Bioenergy Research 
Centers to accelerate research and develop-
ment needed for advanced fuels and products. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$125,000,000 for Foundational Genomics Re-
search. 

The agreement reiterates House direction 
on key cloud, aerosol, precipitation, and ra-
diation processes and a related pilot pro-
gram. 

FUSION ENERGY SCIENCES 

The agreement provides $98,100,000 for 
NSTX–U. 

The agreement provides $131,500,000 for 
DIII–D. 

The agreement includes $40,000,000 for the 
Milestone-Based Development Program. The 
agreement reiterates House direction regard-
ing the management of the Milestone-Based 
Development Program. 

The agreement reiterates Senate direction 
regarding the High-Energy-Density Labora-
tory Plasmas program. 

The agreement includes up to $20,000,000 
for Inertial Fusion Energy. 

The agreement provides $25,000,000 for the 
Materials Plasma Exposure eXperiment. 

The agreement includes up to $10,000,000 
for future facilities studies. 

The agreement includes not less than 
$20,000,000 for materials and fusion nuclear 
science. 

HIGH ENERGY PHYSICS 

The agreement provides not less than 
$35,000,000 for the Sanford Underground Re-
search Facility and not less than $5,000,000 
for the Accelerator Controls Operations Re-
search Network. 

NUCLEAR PHYSICS 

In lieu of House direction regarding facil-
ity operations, the agreement directs the De-
partment to give priority to optimizing oper-
ations for all Nuclear Physics user facilities, 
including Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider, 
Continuous Electron Beam Accelerator, Fa-
cility for Rare Isotope Beams, and Argonne 
Tandem Linac Accelerator System. 

NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL 

The agreement provides $12,040,000 for Nu-
clear Waste Disposal for Nuclear Waste Fund 
(NWF) oversight activities, which is derived 
from the NWF. 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSITIONS 

The agreement provides $20,000,000 for 
Technology Transitions. 

The agreement provides not less than 
$2,500,000 to support the Energy Program for 
Innovation Clusters Program. 

The agreement provides $3,500,000 for the 
creation of a non-governmental Foundation 
for Energy Security and Innovation, which 
includes $1,500,000 to establish the Founda-
tion and $2,000,000 to initially carry out its 
activities. 

CLEAN ENERGY DEMONSTRATIONS 

The agreement provides $50,000,000 for 
Clean Energy Demonstrations. 

The agreement includes funding for dem-
onstration projects previously selected prior 
to the date of enactment of this Act. 

The agreement includes funding for Dem-
onstration Planning and Analysis as re-
quested. 

The agreement reiterates House direction 
regarding the management of the Milestone- 
Based Development Program. 

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY— 
ENERGY 

The agreement provides $460,000,000 for the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency—En-
ergy. 

TITLE 17 INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN 
GUARANTEE PROGRAM 

The agreement provides a net appropria-
tion of $0 for the Title 17 Innovative Tech-
nology Loan Guarantee Program. 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES 
MANUFACTURING LOAN PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $13,000,000 for the 
Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufac-
turing Loan Program. 
TRIBAL ENERGY LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM 
The agreement provides $6,300,000 for the 

Tribal Energy Loan Guarantee Program. 
INDIAN ENERGY POLICY AND PROGRAMS 

The agreement provides $70,000,000 for In-
dian Energy Policy and Programs. 

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides $286,500,000 for De-

partmental Administration. 
Control Points.—The following is the only 

direction for control points. The agreement 
continues funding for functions within De-
partmental Administration in the fiscal year 
2023 Act and adds a new activity for Indus-
trial Emissions and Technology Coordina-
tion. The Department is directed to continue 
to submit a budget request that proposes a 
separate funding level for each of these ac-
tivities. 

Office of the Secretary.—The agreement in-
cludes no direction for the Office of the Sec-
retary. 

Industrial Emissions and Technology Coordi-
nation.—The agreement reiterates Senate di-
rection regarding coordination of clean in-
dustrial research, development, demonstra-
tions, and deployments and the development 
of a Multi-Year Program Plan. The agree-
ment reiterates Senate direction regarding 
the alignment, simplification, and consolida-
tion of coordinating mechanisms for cross-
cutting initiatives into one function. The 
agreement reiterates Senate direction re-
garding a briefing. The agreement directs 
the Department to include in future budget 
requests funding breakdowns by account, 
subprogram, and congressional control point 
for each of the crosscutting initiatives. The 
agreement includes no direction regarding a 
list of crosscutting initiatives. 

Other Departmental Administration.—The 
following is the only direction for Other De-
partmental Administration. The Department 
shall allocate funds sufficient for staffing 
and operational needs for Management, 
Project Management Oversight and Assess-
ments, Chief Human Capital Officer, and 
General Counsel. The agreement includes 
Senate language regarding the Arctic Energy 
Office and the U.S. energy employment re-
port. The agreement includes House and Sen-
ate language on the Israel Binational Indus-
trial Research and Development (BIRD) 
Foundation and the U.S. Israel Center of Ex-
cellence in Energy Engineering and Water 
Technology. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
The agreement provides $86,000,000 for the 

Office of the Inspector General (OIG). 
The Inspector General has requested exten-

sive payroll and other sensitive and person-
ally identifiable information from multiple 
Department contractors, spanning multiple 
years and covering thousands of employees. 
Subsequent to these requests, the Depart-
ment published a proposed rulemaking in the 
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Federal Register on November 27, 2023, seek-
ing to exempt the System of Records (SOR) 
in which this sensitive data would be main-
tained from certain protections of the Pri-
vacy Act, which it would otherwise be obli-
gated to follow. Among the provisions the 
Department seeks to exempt are 5 U.S.C. 
552a(e)(5), which requires the agency to 
‘‘maintain all records which are used by the 
agency in making any determination about 
any individual with such accuracy, rel-
evance, timeliness, and completeness as is 
reasonably necessary to assure fairness to 
the individual in the determination’’; and 
(e)(l), which requires the agency to ‘‘main-
tain in its records only such information 
about an individual as is relevant and nec-
essary to accomplish a purpose of the agency 
required to be accomplished by statute or by 
executive order of the President.’’ 

The agreement expresses concern over both 
the breadth of the data collected and how 
the Department has proposed to store it. 
There is also concern over the lack of trans-
parency about the source and amounts of 
funding that would be required in FY24 and 
subsequent fiscal years to maintain such a 
system, including providing adequate safe-
guards for the data, any required infrastruc-
ture, and dedicated FTEs. Accordingly, prior 
to obligating any funds provided in this Act 
to modify the SOR or collect additional data 
to populate it, the Department and OIG shall 
provide to the Committees a report, which 
shall include at a minimum: 

∑ The specific purposes for the information 
collected; 

∑ The estimated cost and sources of funds 
for such data collection and storage prior to 
the date of enactment of this Act; 

∑ An estimate, by fiscal year and source, of 
costs associated with collecting, analyzing, 
securing, and maintaining the data proposed 
to be stored in the SOR, including costs 
(maintenance or otherwise) of any infra-
structure; 

∑ A detailed description of the safeguards 
the Department and OIG will use to protect 
the sensitive data; 

∑ Any applicable policies that exist to pro-
tect the sensitive data from abuse or disclo-
sure, including limits on accessing the data 
only for official purposes; 

∑ An estimate of the length of time the De-
partment and OIG proposes to retain the col-
lected data; and 

∑ Whether the aggregation of data may re-
quire additional safeguards. 

ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement provides $24,135,000,000 for 
the National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion(NNSA). 

The agreement reiterates House direction 
on an independent review team for projects 
more than $750,000,000. 

The agreement reiterates House direction 
on GAO open priority recommendations. 

The agreement does not include a limita-
tion of funds related to the report on re-
quirements. 

WEAPONS ACTIVITIES 

The agreement provides $19,108,000,000 for 
Weapons Activities. 

The agreement directs NNSA to seek to 
enter into an agreement with the scientific 
advisory group known as JASON to conduct 
an assessment of the report entitled, ‘‘Re-
search Program Plan for Plutonium and Pit 
Aging’’. 

The agreement provides $690,000,000 for the 
Inertial Confinement Fusion campaign. 
Within available funds, the agreement pro-
vides not less than $410,000,000 for the Na-
tional Ignition Facility (NIF), not less than 

$99,400,000 for OMEGA, not less than 
$85,000,000 for the Z Facility and not less 
than $30,000,000 for Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory. The agreement provides not less 
than $42,000,000 for target research, develop-
ment, and fabrication. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION 

The agreement provides $2,581,000,000 for 
Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation. 

The agreement recognizes the challenges 
inherent in commercializing Molybdenum–99 
production technologies and encourages a 
whole-of-government collaboration regard-
ing the financial sustainability of domestic 
production of this medical isotope. The 
agreement therefore provides $50,000,000 for 
existing or new Laboratory and Partnership 
Support agreements to expedite the estab-
lishment of stable domestic sources of Mo-
lybdenum–99 without the use of highly en-
riched uranium. 

The agreement provides funds for the Non-
proliferation Stewardship Program for a ura-
nium test bed to evaluate, explore, and test 
emerging technologies and to maintain core 
competencies through enhanced, hands-on 
training. 

NAVAL REACTORS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $1,946,000,000 for 
Naval Reactors. 

The agreement reiterates House direction 
to provide a project data sheet for SSNX 
with future year budget submissions. 

FEDERAL SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $500,000,000 for 
Federal Salaries and Expenses. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE 
ACTIVITIES 

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

The agreement provides $7,285,000,000 for 
Defense Environmental Cleanup. 

Future Year Budgets.—The agreement reit-
erates direction for the Department to in-
clude out-year funding projections in the an-
nual budget request for Environmental Man-
agement, and an estimate of the total cost 
and time to complete each site. 

Hanford.—Not later than 30 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Department shall 
provide to the Committees a briefing on the 
findings of the ‘‘Follow-on Report of Anal-
ysis of Approaches to Supplemental Treat-
ment of Low-Activity Waste at the Hanford 
Nuclear Reservation’’ completed by the fed-
erally funded research and development cen-
ter and the ‘‘Review of the Continued Anal-
ysis of Supplemental Treatment Approaches 
of Low-Activity Waste at the Hanford Nu-
clear Reservation: Review #3’’ completed by 
the National Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine in 2023 pursuant to 
section 3125 of the FY2021 National Defense 
Authorization Act. 

Containment Ventilation Systems.—The 
agreement provides up to $7,000,000 for work 
on qualification, testing, and research to ad-
vance the state-of-the-art containment ven-
tilation systems. 

The agreement provides up to $5,000,000 to 
leverage the DOE Scholars Program to en-
able the training of technicians, engineers, 
and scientists to support cleanup and reme-
diation activities across the program. 

The agreement provides up to $5,000,000 for 
continued independent review, analysis, and 
applied research to support cost-effective, 
risk informed cleanup decision making. 

DEFENSE URANIUM ENRICHMENT 
DECONTAMINATION AND DECOMMISSIONING 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $285,000,000 for De-
fense Uranium Enrichment Decontamination 
and Decommissioning. 

OTHER DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 
The agreement provides $1,080,000,000 for 

Other Defense Activities. 
POWER MARKETING ADMINISTRATIONS 
BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION FUND 
The agreement provides no appropriation 

for the Bonneville Power Administration, 
which derives its funding from revenues de-
posited into the Bonneville Power Adminis-
tration Fund. 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SOUTHEASTERN 

POWER ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides a net appropria-

tion of $0 for the Southeastern Power Ad-
ministration. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, 
SOUTHWESTERN POWER ADMINISTRATION 

The agreement provides a net appropria-
tion of $11,440,000 for the Southwestern 
Power Administration. 
CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, OPERATION 

AND MAINTENANCE, WESTERN AREA POWER 
ADMINISTRATION 
The agreement provides a net appropria-

tion of$99,872,000 for the Western Area Power 
Administration. 

FALCON AND AMISTAD OPERATING AND 
MAINTENANCE FUND 

The agreement provides a net appropria-
tion of $228,000 for the Falcon and Amistad 
Operating and Maintenance Fund. 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $520,000,000 for the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC). Revenues for FERC are set to an 
amount equal to the budget authority, re-
sulting in a net appropriation of $0. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The agreement includes a provision prohib-

iting the use of funds provided in this title to 
initiate requests for proposals, other solici-
tations, or arrangements for new programs 
or activities that have not yet been approved 
and funded by Congress; requires notification 
or a report for certain funding actions; pro-
hibits funds to be used for certain multi-year 
‘‘Energy Programs’’ activities without noti-
fication; and prohibits the obligation or ex-
penditure of funds provided in this title 
through a reprogramming of funds except in 
certain circumstances. The notification re-
quirements in the provision also apply to the 
modification of any grant, contract, or Other 
Transaction Agreement where funds are allo-
cated for new programs, projects, or activi-
ties not covered by a previous notification. 

The agreement includes a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds in this title for capital 
construction of high hazard nuclear facili-
ties, unless certain independent oversight is 
conducted. 

The agreement includes a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds in this title to approve 
critical decision–2 or critical decision–3 for 
certain construction projects, unless a sepa-
rate independent cost estimate has been de-
veloped for that critical decision. 

The agreement includes a provision for 
oversight of large construction projects. 

The agreement includes a provision to pro-
hibit certain payments. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing Stockpile Management. 

The agreement includes a provision to 
make additional funds available to the Office 
of the Inspector General for oversight of 
Public Law 117–58 and Public Law 117–169. 

The agreement includes a provision to ad-
dress regional petroleum product reserves. 

The agreement includes a provision to es-
tablish criteria for the sale of petroleum 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1580 March 5, 2024 
products from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve. 

The agreement includes a provision to ad-
dress research security. 

The agreement includes a provision to 
make certain funds available under Public 

Law 117–58 for nuclear activities and work-
force. 

The agreement includes a provision to 
make certain funds available under Public 
Law 117–58 for uranium. 

The agreement includes a provision for 
oversight of National Laboratory employees. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing Department of Energy implementation. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1628 March 5, 2024 
TITLE IV—INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION 

The agreement provides $200,000,000 for the 
Appalachian Regional Commission. 

The agreement includes direction in both 
House and Senate reports. The agreement 
also includes not less than $15,000,000 for 
counties within the Northern Appalachian 
region to support economic development, 
manufacturing, and entrepreneurship. 

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $42,000,000 for the 
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
(DNFSB). 

The agreement provides $1,520,000 within 
the Office of Inspector General of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission (NRC IG) to 
provide the DNFSB inspector general serv-
ices. 

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $31,100,000 for the 
Delta Regional Authority. 

DENALI COMMISSION 

The agreement provides $17,000,000 for the 
Denali Commission. 

NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION 

The agreement provides $41,000,000 for the 
Northern Border Regional Commission 
(NBRC). 

SOUTHEAST CRESCENT REGIONAL COMMISSION 

The agreement provides $20,000,000 for the 
Southeast Crescent Regional Commission. 

SOUTHWEST BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION 

The agreement provides $5,000,000 for the 
Southwest Border Regional Commission. 

GREAT LAKES AUTHORITY 

The agreement provides $5,000,000 for the 
Great Lakes Authority. 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $928,317,580 for the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. This 
amount is offset by estimated revenues of 
$794,341,580, resulting in a net appropriation 
of $133,976,000. 

(Dollars) 

Account Final Bill 

Nuclear Reactor Safety ........................................................ $522,011,400 
Integrated University Program ............................................. 16,000,000 
Nuclear Materials and Waste Safety ................................... 124,214,700 
Decommissioning and Low-Level Waste .............................. 26,537,800 
Corporate Support ................................................................ 301,554,000 
Use of Prior-Year Balances ................................................. ¥62,000,320 

Total, Nuclear Regulatory Commission ....................... 928,317,580 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
The agreement provides $15,769,000 for the 

Office of Inspector General in the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. This amount is off-
set by revenues of $12,655,000, resulting in a 
net appropriation of $3,114,000. 

The agreement provides $1,520,000 to pro-
vide inspector general services for the De-
fense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board. 

NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $4,064,000 for the 
Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board to be 
derived from the Nuclear Waste Fund. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—INDEPENDENT 

AGENCIES 
The agreement includes a provision in-

structing the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion on responding to congressional requests 
for information. 

The agreement includes a provision related 
to reprogrammings. 

TITLE V—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement includes a provision relat-
ing to lobbying restrictions. 

The agreement includes a provision relat-
ing to transfer authority. No additional 
transfer authority is implied or conveyed by 
this provision. For the purposes of this pro-
vision, the term ‘‘transfer’’ shall mean the 
shifting of all or part of the budget authority 
in one account to another. 

The agreement includes a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds to establish or main-
tain a computer network unless such net-
work blocks the viewing, downloading, and 
exchanging of pornography, except for law 
enforcement investigation, prosecution, or 
adjudication activities. 

The agreement includes a provision regard-
ing access to nuclear weapons production fa-
cilities. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-
GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 

Following is a list of congressional ear-
marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 
this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each House Member, Senator, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of juris-
diction for each item so identified. For each 
item, a Member is required to provide a cer-
tification that neither the Member nor the 
Member’s immediate family has a financial 
interest, and each Senator is required to pro-
vide a certification that neither the Senator 
nor the Senator’s immediate family has a pe-
cuniary interest in such congressionally di-
rected spending item. Neither the bill nor 
the explanatory statement contains any lim-
ited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as 
defined in the applicable House and Senate 
rules. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1675 March 5, 2024 
DIVISION E—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-

RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following statement is an explanation 

of the effects of Division E, which provides 
appropriations for the Department of the In-
terior, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA), the Forest Service, the Indian 
Health Service, and related agencies for fis-
cal year 2024. 

The joint explanatory statement accom-
panying this division is approved and indi-
cates congressional intent. Unless otherwise 
noted, the language set forth in House Re-
port 118–155 and Senate Report 118–83 carries 
the same weight as language included in this 
joint explanatory statement and should be 
complied with unless specifically addressed 
to the contrary in this joint explanatory 
statement. While some language is repeated 
for emphasis, it is not intended to negate the 
language referred to above unless expressly 
provided herein. 

In cases where the House Report, Senate 
Report, or this joint explanatory statement 
direct the submission of a report, such report 
is to be submitted to both the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations. 
Where this joint explanatory statement re-
fers to the Committees or the Committees on 
Appropriations, unless otherwise noted, this 
reference is to the House Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
and the Senate Subcommittee on Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies. 

Each department and agency funded in this 
Act is directed to follow the directions set 
forth in this Act and the accompanying 
statement and to not reallocate resources or 
reorganize activities except as provided here-
in or otherwise approved by the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees through 
the reprogramming process as referenced in 
this Act. This joint explanatory statement 
addresses only those agencies and accounts 
for which there is a need for greater expla-
nation than provided in the Act itself. Fund-
ing levels for appropriations by account, pro-
gram, and activity, with comparisons to the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level and the fiscal 
year 2024 budget request, can be found in the 
table at the end of this division. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise, any ref-
erence to ‘‘this Act’’ or ‘‘at the end of this 
statement’’ shall be treated as referring only 
to the provisions of this division. 

Bighorn Sheep.—The Committees are aware 
that the Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management use the Western Associa-
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ occupied 
bighorn habitat maps, telemetry data, and 
recent bighorn observations in conducting 
Risk of Contact analyses and that risk of 
contact models are currently being run on a 
State-wide basis where sufficient data exists. 
The Committees direct the agencies to com-
plete Risk of Contact analyses using the 
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies’ data where it exists. The Commit-
tees expect the agencies to continue to share 
findings transparently and promptly with 
other Federal land management agencies, 
State and local governments, State wildlife 
agencies, and State and Federal animal 
health professionals, including the Agricul-
tural Research Service, permittees, and 
stakeholders. 

Gay Mine Superfund.—The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and the Bureau of Land Management are 
directed to collaborate to provide a status 
update to the Committees on reclamation ef-
forts at the site and potential reclamation 
solutions, as well as their efforts to ensure 
engagement with the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes and industry stakeholders, within 90 
days of enactment of this Act. 

Grizzly Bears.—Not less than 90 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the National Park 
Service are directed to provide an in-depth 
briefing regarding the draft environmental 
impact statement and the accompanying 
10(j) proposal under the Endangered Species 
Act on the Establishment of a Nonessential 
Experimental Population of Grizzly Bear in 
the North Cascades Ecosystem. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the National Park Serv-
ice must also brief on their plans to work 
collaboratively with Tribes, other Federal 
agencies, States, local communities, and 
landowners on recovery actions for this spe-
cies. 

Lake Boehmer.—The Committees are con-
cerned about high levels of arsenic and radio-
nuclide in Lake Boehmer and direct the De-
partment of the Interior and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to provide a re-
port within 90 days of enactment of this Act 
identifying potential opportunities within 
their existing authorities to work with the 
State of Texas and the Middle Pecos Ground-
water Conservation District to assess the 
public health concerns at Lake Boehmer and 
remediate the damage. 

Land Use.—The Committees direct the Bu-
reau of Land Management and other land 
management agencies to follow the multiple 
use mandate, as required by Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), when 
developing resource management plans 
(RMPs). During the RMP development proc-
ess, land management agencies are to take 
into account the long-term needs of future 
generations for renewable and nonrenewable 
resources including, but not limited to, 
recreation, range, timber, minerals, water-
shed, wildlife and fish, natural scenic, sci-
entific and historical values. Additionally, 
plans should be developed in close coordina-
tion and consultation with local commu-
nities, State and Tribal governments, and 
other stakeholders. 

Litigation.—The agreement does not in-
clude the language in House Report 118–155 
in the third paragraph under the heading 
‘‘Cost of Litigation and Lack of Trans-
parency.’’ 

National Parks and Public Land Legacy Res-
toration Fund.—The Committees emphasize 
that, pursuant to the Great American Out-
doors Act, project allocations are final and 
must be adhered to. 

Onshore and Offshore Leasing.—The agree-
ment does not include the language in House 
Report 118–155 under the headings ‘‘Onshore 
and Offshore Leasing and Permitting Trans-
parency’’; ‘‘Pending Applications for Permits 
to Drill’’; ‘‘Staff Planning’’; and ‘‘Public 
Availability of Data.’’ 

Procurement of Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE).—The Department of the Interior 
Office of Wildland Fire and the Forest Serv-
ice are directed to evaluate the provision of 
supplies during this fire season and provide a 
briefing to the Committees within 90 days of 
enactment of this Act on any issues related 
to cost trends, supply chain or other chal-
lenges to providing the appropriate mate-
rials. Additionally, the briefing should cover 
the standard list of PPE, any trends of re-
gions with higher than average replacement 
needs, regions with current higher than aver-
age outstanding replacement needs and how 
replacement of such is managed by the two 
agencies. 

Transportation Initiatives.—The agreement 
does not include the funding direction in 
House Report 118–155 under the headings 
‘‘Light-Duty Vehicle Fleet.’’ 

Water Rights.—The Committees direct the 
Forest Service and the Department of the In-
terior to provide a briefing within 90 days of 
enactment of this Act on current authorities 
and practices related to agency actions and 

water rights granted under state law, includ-
ing engagement with local landowners and 
other constituents. 

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
With enactment of the Great American 

Outdoors Act (GAOA) (Public Law 116–152), 
Congress provided a permanent appropria-
tion of $900,000,000 per year from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Along 
with other mandatory appropriations, LWCF 
programs are subject to a 5.7 percent seques-
tration, with those sequestered amounts be-
coming available in the subsequent fiscal 
year. GAOA also mandated that account al-
locations and detailed project information be 
proposed by the administration each year 
through the President’s annual budget sub-
mission, and that such allocations, following 
review by the Committees on Appropria-
tions, may be modified through an alternate 
allocation. 

A detailed table accompanying this explan-
atory statement shows the LWCF allocation 
for fiscal year 2024 by agency, account, activ-
ity, and project, including lists of specific 
Federal land acquisition projects and Forest 
Legacy Program projects. Additional tables 
provide details for the reallocation of unobli-
gated balances appropriated in previous 
years to projects that have been completed, 
deferred, or terminated and are being trans-
ferred to currently viable projects. 

The agencies are expected to continue to 
follow the directions included in the explan-
atory statement accompanying the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 
116–260) under General Implementation. The 
Committees continue to monitor the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Forest Service’s 
progress to ameliorate concerns with the ap-
praisal process and expect regular updates on 
these efforts. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.—Fiscal year 
2024 funds provided to the Fish and Wildlife 
Service for the Flint Hills Conservation Area 
shall only be used to acquire land easements 
in areas which lie North of Township 22 
South and/or East of Range 13 East, as well 
as those in Township 22 South and Range 3 
East through Range 9 East, all of the Sixth 
Principal Meridian within the U.S. Public 
Lands Survey System. 

The Service is expected to provide out-
reach to all units of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System, including Clarks, Edwards, 
Green River, Loxahatchee, McKinney, and 
Ottawa, to ensure these refuges are accessing 
all available funding tools, including rec-
reational access and inholdings. The Service 
is strongly encouraged to begin due diligence 
work on the accumulating backlog of parcels 
available at Clarks River National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

National Park Service.—The Committees are 
aware of unobligated discretionary balances 
not associated with any state or specific 
project within the Service’s state assistance 
programs. Further, since this discretionary 
funding has passed the three-year time pe-
riod for obligation, a portion has been re-
scinded in this bill. Sufficient funding is 
available for programs to continue at cur-
rent levels. Along with balances of prior year 
discretionary funding, the Committees are 
also aware mandatory funds are starting to 
accrue beyond the three-year window for for-
mula grant obligation and a reasonable time-
frame for competitive grant obligation. The 
Service is directed to brief the Committees 
within 30 days of enactment of this Act re-
garding the status of the mandatory bal-
ances and how reallocating unobligated for-
mula funding as part of the annual alloca-
tion to states in the subsequent year could 
reduce those balances. 

Forest Legacy Program.—The Forest Service 
is directed to use unobligated balances as 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1676 March 5, 2024 
needed to complete all of the projects listed 
in the table accompanying this explanatory 
statement. 

REPROGRAMMING GUIDELINES 
The following are the procedures governing 

reprogramming actions for programs and ac-
tivities funded in the Department of the In-
terior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act. The agencies funded in 
this Act are reminded that these reprogram-
ming guidelines are in effect, and must be 
complied with, until such time as the Com-
mittees modify them through bill or report 
language. 

Definitions.—‘‘Reprogramming,’’ as defined 
in these procedures, includes the realloca-
tion of funds from one budget activity, budg-
et line-item, or program area to another 
within any appropriation funded in this Act. 
In cases where either the House or Senate 
Committee on Appropriations report dis-
plays an allocation of an appropriation below 
that level, the more detailed level shall be 
the basis for reprogramming. 

For construction, land acquisition, and for-
est legacy accounts, a reprogramming con-
stitutes the reallocation of funds, including 
unobligated balances, from one construction, 
land acquisition, or forest legacy project to 
another such project. 

A reprogramming shall also consist of any 
significant departure from the program de-
scribed in the agency’s budget justifications. 
This includes all proposed reorganizations or 
other workforce actions detailed below 
which affect a total of 10 staff members or 10 
percent of the staffing of an affected pro-
gram or office, whichever is less, even with-
out a change in funding. Any change to the 
organization table presented in the budget 
justification shall also be subject to this re-
quirement. 

Agencies are reminded that this agreement 
continues longstanding General Guidelines 
for Reprogramming that require agencies 
funded by this Act to submit reorganization 
proposals for the Committees’ review prior 
to their implementation. It is noted that 
such reprogramming guidelines apply to pro-
posed reorganizations, workforce restruc-
ture, reshaping, transfer of functions, or bu-
reau-wide downsizing and include closures, 
consolidations, and relocations of offices, fa-
cilities, and laboratories. In addition, no 
agency shall implement any part of a reorga-
nization that modifies regional or State 
boundaries for agencies or bureaus that were 
in effect as of the date of enactment of this 
Act unless approved consistent with the Gen-
eral Guidelines for Reprogramming proce-
dures specified herein. Any such reprogram-
ming request submitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations shall include a description 
of anticipated benefits, including anticipated 
efficiencies and cost-savings, as well as a de-
scription of anticipated personnel impacts 
and funding changes anticipated to imple-
ment the proposal. 

General Guidelines for Reprogramming.— 
(a) A reprogramming should be made only 

when an unforeseen situation arises, and 
then only if postponement of the project or 
the activity until the next appropriation 
year would result in actual loss or damage. 

(b) Any project or activity, which may be 
deferred through reprogramming, shall not 
later be accomplished by means of further 
reprogramming, but instead, funds should 
again be sought for the deferred project or 
activity through the regular appropriations 
process. 

(c) Except under the most urgent situa-
tions, reprogramming should not be em-
ployed to initiate new programs or increase 
allocations specifically denied or limited by 
Congress, or to decrease allocations specifi-
cally increased by the Congress. 

(d) Reprogramming proposals submitted to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations for approval will be considered as 
expeditiously as possible, and the Commit-
tees remind the agencies that in order to 
process reprogramming requests, adequate 
and timely information must be provided. 

Criteria and Exceptions.—A reprogramming 
must be submitted to the Committees in 
writing prior to implementation if it exceeds 
$1,000,000 annually or results in an increase 
or decrease of more than 10 percent annually 
in affected programs or projects, whichever 
amount is less, with the following excep-
tions: 

(a) With regard to the Tribal priority allo-
cations of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
and Bureau of Indian Education (BIE), there 
is no restriction on reprogrammings among 
these programs. However, the Bureaus shall 
report on all reprogrammings made during a 
given fiscal year no later than 60 days after 
the end of the fiscal year. 

(b) With regard to the EPA, the Commit-
tees do not require reprogramming requests 
associated with the States and Tribes Part-
nership Grants or up to a cumulative total of 
$5,000,000 from carryover balances among the 
individual program areas delineated in the 
Environmental Programs and Management 
account, with no more than $1,000,000 coming 
from any individual program area. No funds, 
however, shall be reallocated from individual 
Geographic Programs. 

(c) With regard to the National Park Serv-
ice, the Committees do not require re-
programming requests associated with the 
park base within the Park Management ac-
tivity in the Operation of the National Park 
System Account. The Service is required to 
brief the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations on spending trends for the 
park base within 60 days of enactment of this 
Act. 

Assessments.—‘‘Assessment’’ as defined in 
these procedures shall refer to any charges, 
reserves, or holdbacks applied to a budget 
activity or budget line item for costs associ-
ated with general agency administrative 
costs, overhead costs, working capital ex-
penses, or contingencies. 

(a) No assessment shall be levied against 
any program, budget activity, subactivity, 
budget line item, or project funded by the In-
terior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act unless such assessment 
and the basis therefor are presented to the 
Committees in the budget justifications and 
are subsequently approved by the Commit-
tees. The explanation for any assessment in 
the budget justification shall show the 
amount of the assessment, the activities as-
sessed, and the purpose of the funds. 

(b) Proposed changes to estimated assess-
ments, as such estimates were presented in 
annual budget justifications, shall be sub-
mitted through the reprogramming process 
and shall be subject to the same dollar and 
reporting criteria as any other reprogram-
ming. 

(c) Each agency or bureau which utilizes 
assessments shall submit an annual report to 
the Committees, which provides details on 
the use of all funds assessed from any other 
budget activity, line item, subactivity, or 
project. 

(d) In no case shall contingency funds or 
assessments be used to finance projects and 
activities disapproved or limited by Congress 
or to finance programs or activities that 
could be foreseen and included in the normal 
budget review process. 

(e) New programs requested in the budget 
should not be initiated before enactment of 
the bill without notification to, and the ap-
proval of, the Committees. This restriction 
applies to all such actions regardless of 
whether a formal reprogramming of funds is 
required to begin the program. 

Quarterly Reports.—All reprogrammings be-
tween budget activities, budget line-items, 
program areas, or the more detailed activity 
levels shown in this agreement, including 
those below the monetary thresholds estab-
lished above, shall be reported to the Com-
mittees within 60 days of the end of each 
quarter and shall include cumulative totals 
for each budget activity or budget line item, 
or construction, land acquisition, or forest 
legacy project. 

Land Acquisitions, Easements, and Forest 
Legacy.—Lands shall not be acquired for 
more than the approved appraised value, as 
addressed in section 301(3) of Public Law 91– 
646, unless such acquisitions are submitted 
to the Committees on Appropriations for ap-
proval in compliance with these procedures. 

Land Exchanges.—Land exchanges, wherein 
the estimated value of the Federal lands to 
be exchanged is greater than $1,000,000, shall 
not be consummated until the Committees 
have had 30 days in which to examine the 
proposed exchange. ln addition, the Commit-
tees shall be provided advance notification of 
exchanges valued between $500,000 and 
$1,000,000. 

Budget Structure.—The budget activity or 
line item structure for any agency appro-
priation account shall not be altered without 
advance approval of the Committees. 

TITLE I—DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES 

Management of Lands and Resources.—The 
bill provides $1,294,916,000 for the Manage-
ment of Lands and Resources appropriation. 
The Bureau is expected to comply with the 
instructions and requirements at the begin-
ning of this division and in House Report 118– 
155 and Senate Report 118–83 unless other-
wise specified below. 

Wild Horse and Burro Management.—The 
agreement provides $141,972,000 for wild horse 
and burro activities, including up to 
$11,000,000 to continue implementation of a 
robust and humane fertility control strategy 
of reversible immunocontraceptive vaccines. 
The Bureau will follow the directives in-
cluded in the House and Senate Reports and 
the explanatory statement accompanying 
Public Law 117–103. The Committees appre-
ciate the Bureau’s commitment to quarterly 
briefings on the state of the program and di-
rect that these briefings continue in fiscal 
year 2024. 

Land Management Priorities.—The bill pro-
vides $150,000 for congressionally directed 
spending in this program. A detailed list of 
projects is included in the ‘‘Interior and En-
vironment Incorporation of Community 
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’’ table accompanying 
this explanatory statement. 

Wildlife Habitat Management.—The agree-
ment provides $142,980,000, which includes 
$20,600,000 for Plant Conservation and Res-
toration, $71,000,000 for sage-grouse habitat, 
and $34,000,000 for Threatened and Endan-
gered Species. 

Legacy Wells.—The bill provides no less 
than $18,500,000 for legacy well remediation 
to continue progress toward cleanup of the 
next cluster of legacy wells in need of reme-
diation. 

Resource Management Planning.—The bill 
provides $68,000,000, which maintains 
$10,000,000 for sage-grouse. 

National Conservation Lands.—The agree-
ment provides $59,135,000, which includes 
$11,000,000 for the National Scenic and His-
toric Trails program. 

Aquifer Recharge.—The Committees con-
tinue to direct the Bureau to work with the 
State of Idaho to provide appropriate access 
to Federal lands for the purposes of recharge 
projects. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1677 March 5, 2024 
Caldwell Canyon Project.—To address defi-

ciencies identified in Case No. 4:21–CV–00182– 
BLW and allow the project, if authorized, to 
move forward in a timely manner, the Com-
mittees direct the Secretary to consider 
issuing an updated Record of Decision for the 
project by December 31, 2024. 

Domestic Coal.—The Bureau is directed to 
brief the Committees regarding barriers to 
finalizing pending lease applications for met-
allurgical (met) coal within 60 days of enact-
ment of this Act. The Bureau should include 
a discussion of distinctions between how cur-
rent policies impact met coal and thermal 
coal. 

Local Governments.—The agreement does 
not include the House direction on Local 
Governments. 

Oregon/Washington State Office.—The Bu-
reau is reminded to follow and implement 
the directives included in the previously ref-
erenced House and Senate Reports, including 
on the Western Oregon Operating Plan fire 
protection agreement. 

Consultation.—Prior to the finalization of 
the Proposed Rule for Management and Pro-
tection of the National Petroleum Reserve in 
Alaska (Fed. Register Number 2023–18990), 
the Committees direct the Secretary to con-
sider engaging in additional meaningful, in- 
person consultations with any federally rec-
ognized Tribes and Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act Corporations affected by the 
proposed rule. 

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS 
The bill provides $115,521,000 for the Oregon 

and California Grant Lands appropriation. 
Specific allocations at the activity level are 
contained in the table at the back of this ex-
planatory statement. The Bureau shall uti-
lize balances in the Forest Ecosystem Health 
and Recovery Fund as necessary to continue 
the activities funded within this account. 
The Bureau is reminded to follow the direc-
tives under this heading included in pre-
viously referenced House and Senate Re-
ports. 

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS 
The bill provides $10,000,000 to be derived 

from public lands receipts and Bankhead- 
Jones Farm Tenant Act lands grazing re-
ceipts. 
SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES 

The bill provides an indefinite appropria-
tion estimated to be $30,000,000 for Service 
Charges, Deposits, and Forfeitures. 

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS 
The bill provides an indefinite appropria-

tion estimated to be $26,000,000 for Miscella-
neous Trust Funds. 
UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $1,520,273,000 for Resource 
Management. The Service is expected to 
comply with the instructions and require-
ments at the beginning of this division and 
in House Report 118–155 and Senate Report 
118–83 unless otherwise specified below. All 
programs and activities are funded at the 
amounts enacted in fiscal year 2023 unless 
otherwise specified below or in the table at 
the end of this division, and account levels 
are achieved through adjustments in General 
Program Activities. 

Planning and Consultation.—The agreement 
provides $118,191,000, which maintains 
$4,000,000 for Gulf Coast restoration activi-
ties, $1,000,000 for pesticide consultations and 
provides $93,706,000 for general program ac-
tivities. 

Conservation and Restoration.—The agree-
ment provides $37,571,000 for conservation 
and restoration activities, which maintains 
the enacted level for Marine Mammals which 

includes $500,000 for the Alaska Nannut Co- 
Management Council (ANCC) and $250,000 for 
the Eskimo Walrus Commission (EWC); and 
provides $14,538,000 for candidate conserva-
tion. 

Recovery.—The agreement provides 
$110,522,000 for activities in support of the re-
covery and delisting of threatened and en-
dangered species, which includes $10,500,000 
for Recovery Challenge grants and maintains 
the enacted allocation between continuing 
partnerships and new partnerships; $4,750,000 
for the State of the Birds; $2,300,000 for the 
Prescott Grant program; $1,000,000 for the 
wolf-livestock demonstration program; 
$350,000 for Florida Grasshopper Sparrow; 
and $83,590,000 for general program activities. 

Habitat Conservation.—The agreement pro-
vides $72,000,000 for habitat conservation pro-
grams, of which $59,000,000 is for the Partners 
for Fish and Wildlife program including 
$3,200,000 for the nutria eradication project; 
$1,285,000 for Klamath River Habitat Restora-
tion and $1,285,000 for Washington Regional 
Fisheries; and $48,740,000 for general program 
activities. The bill provides $13,000,000 for the 
Coastal Program, including $11,778,000 for 
general program activities. 

National Wildlife Refuge System.—The agree-
ment provides $527,035,000 for the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. 

Wildlife and Habitat Management.—The 
agreement provides $3,000,000 for nutria 
eradication; $16,925,000 for invasive species to 
focus on high priority invasive species in-
cluding nutria and cheatgrass; $25,924,000 for 
inventory and monitoring; $2,500,000 for Ma-
rine National Monuments adhering to direc-
tion in House Report 118–155 for the North-
east Canyons and Seamounts Marine Na-
tional Monument; and $500,000 to help ref-
uges improve water efficiency in order to 
maintain, improve, replace and upgrade ref-
uge infrastructure on areas such as the 
Quivira National Refuge. 

Subsistence Management.—The Office of 
Subsistence Management function and fund-
ing has been moved from the Service and is 
provided for within the Office of the Sec-
retary. 

Visitor Services.—The agreement includes 
$76,000,000, which includes $7,000,000 for the 
Urban Wildlife Refuge Partnership program; 
$2,500,000 for Youth and Careers in Nature in-
cluding $500,000 for Arctic Youth. 

Conservation and Enforcement.—The agree-
ment provides $173,664,000 for other conserva-
tion and enforcement programs as described 
below. 

Migratory Bird Management.—The agree-
ment provides $53,212,000 which includes 
$30,400,000 for Conservation and Monitoring; 
$5,400,000 for Permits; $591,000 for the Federal 
Duck Stamp program; and $16,821,000 for the 
North American Waterfowl Management 
Plan/Joint Ventures program. 

Law Enforcement.—The agreement provides 
$91,859,000 for law enforcement activities, in-
cluding $3,500,000 to continue the Service’s 
work with the Indian Arts and Crafts Board 
to combat international trafficking of coun-
terfeit arts and crafts and to conduct crimi-
nal investigations of alleged violations of 
the Indian Arts and Crafts Act (Public Law 
101–644), maintains $8,500,000 for Wildlife 
Trafficking, and $910,000 for equipment re-
placement. 

International Affairs.—The agreement pro-
vides $28,593,000, which includes $9,900,000 for 
International Conservation and maintains 
$2,500,000 for Wildlife Trafficking, and 
$18,693,000 for International Wildlife Trade 
which includes $8,700,000 for permit mod-
ernization and $793,000 for Wildlife Traf-
ficking. 

Fish and Aquatic Conservation.—The agree-
ment provides $226,793,000 for fish and aquat-
ic conservation programs. 

National Fish Hatchery System Operations.— 
The agreement provides $75,105,000, which in-
cludes: $1,200,000 for Aquatic Animal Drug 
Approval Partnership; $3,750,000 for Klamath 
Basin restoration activities; $4,700,000 for 
mitigation of the Pacific Salmon Treaty and 
directs the Service to follow the guidance 
outlined in Senate Report 118–83; and 
$8,000,000 for the Warm Springs Fish Health 
Center. The Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prize 
is maintained at the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level. 

Habitat Assessment and Restoration.—The 
agreement provides $47,832,000, which in-
cludes $268,000 for the Chehalis Fisheries 
Restoration Program; $11,500,000 to imple-
ment the Delaware River Basin Conservation 
Act; $15,000,000 for the National Fish Passage 
Program following the guidance outlined in 
Senate Report 118–83; $9,750,000 to implement 
Klamath Basin restoration activities; and 
$200,000 for the Truckee River Operating 
Agreement. 

Population Assessment and Cooperative Man-
agement.—The agreement provides $28,613,000, 
which includes $1,600,000 for Alaska Fisheries 
Subsistence; $1,000,000 for Great Lakes Con-
sent Decree; $3,000,000 for Great Lakes Fish 
and Wildlife Restoration Act grants; and 
$818,000 for the Lake Champlain Sea lamprey 
program. 

Aquatic Invasive Species.—The agreement 
includes $50,143,000 for aquatic invasive spe-
cies programs, of which $5,038,000 is to imple-
ment subsection 5(d)(2) of the Lake Tahoe 
Restoration Act; $2,749,000 is for Prevention; 
$31,000,000 is for invasive carp as outlined in 
Senate Report 118–83 including not less than 
$4,000,000 for contract fishing; $2,834,000 for 
National Invasive Species Act of 1996 (NISA) 
State Plans and $1,566,000 for NISA imple-
mentation which help control the spread of 
invasive carp; $3,500,000 is to prevent the 
spread of quagga and zebra mussels allocated 
per the enacted levels; $1,500,000 is for re-
search on hydrilla, eel, and milfoil invasive 
grasses; and $1,011,000 is for Great Lakes Sea 
Lamprey administration costs. 

Science Support.—The agreement provides 
$33,781,000 for Science Support which in-
cludes $24,931,000 for Science Partnerships 
and $8,850,000 for Service Science. The bill 
provides $1,931,000 for Gulf Coast ecosystem 
restoration; $8,000,000 for Chesapeake WILD; 
and $3,500,000 for white-nose syndrome. 

Stewardship Priorities.—The agreement pro-
vides $44,920,000 in congressionally directed 
spending for stewardship projects to further 
conservation goals. A detailed list of 
projects is included in the table titled ‘‘Inte-
rior and Environment Incorporation of Com-
munity Project Funding Items/Congression-
ally Directed Spending Items’’ accom-
panying this explanatory statement. 

Everglades.—The agreement continues sup-
port for the Everglades at not less than the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 

American Bison.—The Committees direct 
the Department to provide a comprehensive 
briefing within 90 days of enactment of this 
Act detailing plans regarding the possible in-
troduction of bison to the Charles M. Russell 
National Wildlife Refuge and actions related 
to Secretarial Order 3410, including consulta-
tions with the State of Montana and Tribal 
governments. The briefing should also high-
light the implications for elk and other wild-
life, grazing lands, and the safety of the gen-
eral public. 

Ecosystem Restoration Infrastructure Im-
provements.—Critical components of salmon 
and steelhead hatcheries, adult fish traps, 
and juvenile release facilities along the 
lower Snake River and in the Columbia 
River Basin are aging and in need of repair 
and improvement. The Committees encour-
age the Service to continue dialogue with its 
partners to come to a workable solution on 
these improvements in fiscal year 2024. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1678 March 5, 2024 
Employee Assistance.—The Committees di-

rect the Service to provide a briefing within 
90 days of enactment of this Act on the vir-
tual workshops titled ‘‘Acknowledging Eco-
logical Grief and Building Resiliency.’’ 

Endangered Species Act.—The Committees 
understand that the listing of such species 
including the Lesser Prairie-Chicken, North-
ern Long-eared Bat, Dunes Sagebrush Lizard, 
and the Texas Kangaroo Rat under the En-
dangered Species Act (ESA) may have on- 
the-ground impacts. The Committees direct 
the Service to continue to collaborate with 
local communities, States, Federal agencies, 
Tribal governments, and stakeholders on im-
proving voluntary solutions to conserve spe-
cies with the goal of avoiding the necessity 
of listing the aforementioned species under 
the ESA and provide the Committees with a 
briefing on such efforts within 90 days of en-
actment of this Act. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The bill provides $19,280,000 for Construc-
tion, which includes $11,265,000 for line-item 
construction projects. The agreement con-
tinues to support the Service’s objective pri-
ority-setting process and expects the Service 
to follow the priority list and submit a spend 
plan to the Committees within 90 days of en-
actment of this Act for how it plans to allo-
cate the funds provided in the bill. No fund-
ing is provided for fleet related infrastruc-
ture and field communication moderniza-
tion. The detailed allocation of funding by 
activity is included in the table at the end of 
this explanatory statement. 

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES 
CONSERVATION FUND 

The bill provides $23,000,000 in discre-
tionary funding from the Cooperative Endan-
gered Species Conservation Fund for con-
servation grants, habitat conservation plan-
ning grants, and program administration. In 
addition, the bill allocates $40,606,999 in man-
datory funding from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund for species recovery and 
habitat conservation plan land acquisitions. 
Detailed tables of funding allocations below 
the account level are provided at the end of 
this explanatory statement. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND 

The bill provides $13,228,000 for payments 
to counties from the National Wildlife Ref-
uge Fund. 

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION 
FUND 

The bill provides $49,000,000 for the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Fund. 

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION 
FUND 

The bill provides $5,000,000 for the 
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation 
Fund. 

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND 

The bill provides $20,500,000 for the Multi-
national Species Conservation Fund. The de-
tailed allocation of funding by activity is in-
cluded in the table at the end of this explan-
atory statement. 

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS 

The bill provides $72,384,000 for State and 
Tribal Wildlife Grants. The detailed alloca-
tion of funding by activity is included in the 
table at the end of this explanatory state-
ment. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

The bill provides $2,888,424,000 for Oper-
ation of the National Park System (ONPS). 
For this and all other Service accounts fund-
ed in this bill, the Service is expected to 
comply with the instructions and require-
ments at the beginning of this division, in 

House Report 118–155, and in Senate Report 
118–83, unless otherwise specified below. Ad-
ditional details, instructions, and require-
ments follow below and in the table at the 
end of this division. 

The Service is expected to execute its 
spending at the levels provided. The Service 
may not redistribute the allocations in a fis-
cal year 2024 operating plan. The Service is 
directed to continue to refine the Operation 
of the National Park Service Realignment 
and collaborate with the Committees with 
the goal of developing an updated method-
ology to improve the budgeting process. 

Additional funding guidance is provided 
below. 

Resource Stewardship.—The bill provides 
$398,820,000 for Resource Stewardship, includ-
ing: $5,300,000 for the Partnership Wild & 
Scenic Rivers program and other similarly 
managed rivers; $2,000,000 for Active Forest 
Management at national parks; $6,500,000 for 
Quagga and Zebra Mussel programs; $800,000 
for Cave and Karst Ecosystem Research; 
$400,000 for Recreational Access—Support 
Alaska Subsistence; $18,856,000 for the Na-
tional Trails System; and $2,500,000 for socio-
economic monitoring. The Committees con-
tinue the directive provided in the Joint Ex-
planatory Statement accompanying Public 
Law 117–328 regarding the distribution of 
funds for the National Networks. 

Visitor Services.—The bill provides 
$277,635,000 for Visitor Services, including no 
less than $2,000,000 for efforts to expand rec-
reational fishing, camping, and instruction 
focusing on introductory recreation experi-
ences in parks throughout the year in a vari-
ety of recreational activities such as pad-
dling, climbing, hiking, cycling, and 
snowshoeing. Funding is also provided at not 
less than the enacted level for the Indian 
Youth Service Corps, and the enacted level 
for the volunteers in parks program, inter-
pretation and education program, and the 
youth partnership program. 

National Capital Area Performing Arts Pro-
gram.—Funding is provided at the enacted 
level and the Service is reminded to follow 
the directives contained in the fiscal year 
2024 House and Senate Reports regarding the 
National Capital Area Performing Arts Pro-
gram. 

Facilities Operations and Maintenance.—The 
agreement recommends $188,184,000 for cyclic 
maintenance, and $110,980,000 for repair and 
rehabilitation projects. 

Park Protection.—The bill provides 
$426,076,000 for park protection, including 
$950,000 for veterans’ fire corps. 

National Park Foundation.—The agreement 
provides $10,000,000 for the National Park 
Foundation and encourages investments fo-
cused on housing deficiencies. 

Additional Guidance.—The following addi-
tional guidance is included: 

Air Tours.—The Committees are aware that 
the Service is evaluating plans to limit the 
number of air tours at certain parks. The 
Service is reminded that these are public 
lands, and ensuring access for all people, in-
cluding disabled veterans and the elderly, is 
an important aspect of the Service’s mission. 
No steps should be taken to reduce the num-
ber of air tours in the absence of meaningful 
justifications. 

Glacier National Park.—The Committees are 
concerned about the potential impacts the 
Service’s vehicle reservation system at Gla-
cier National Park may have. The Service is 
directed to brief the Committees no later 
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act 
on what alternative approaches to visitor 
management could be used that prioritize 
and enhance opportunities for local residents 
and communities to access the park. 

Pilot Program.—In lieu of the language in 
House Report 118–155, under the heading 

‘‘Pilot Program,’’ the agreement notes that 
the Service should consider conducting pilot 
programs for the purpose of improving and 
increasing access for U.S. military members 
and their dependents, Gold Star Families, 
and military veterans with a Military Life-
time or Annual Pass at parks that require a 
reservation for park entrance. The Service 
shall update the Committees on an ongoing 
basis. 

Roosevelt-Campobello International Park 
Commission.—Funding for the Roosevelt Cam-
pobello International Park is supported at 
no less than the fiscal year 2023 level. The 
Service is directed to continue to follow the 
direction contained in the statement of man-
agers accompanying the Consolidated Appro-
priation Act, 2016 (Public Law 114–113) con-
cerning the submission of future budget re-
quests for the Roosevelt-Campobello Inter-
national Park. 

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION 
The bill provides $91,233,000 for national 

recreation and preservation. The amounts 
recommended by the Committees compared 
with the budget estimates by activity are 
shown in the table at the end of this explana-
tory statement. 

The bill provides $13,000,000 for the Rivers, 
Trails, and Conservation Assistance Pro-
gram; $3,027,000 for Chesapeake Bay Gate-
ways and Trails; $3,407,000 for Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Grants; $4,655,000 for Japanese Confinement 
Site Grants; $4,000,000 for the competitive 
grant program, as authorized by the 9/11 Me-
morial Act (Public Law 115–413); $3,592,000 for 
grants administration, and other cultural 
programs are funded at the enacted level. 

Cultural Programs.—The Committees recog-
nize the importance of supporting Native 
culture and arts development, which contrib-
utes to maintaining the cultural diversity of 
the Nation and the cultural survival of the 
regional indigenous populations. Funding is 
provided for grants to nonprofit organiza-
tions or institutions for the purpose of sup-
porting programs for Native Hawaiian or 
Alaska Native culture and arts development 
at a total program level of $2,750,000. 

Heritage Partnership Programs.—The bill 
provides $29,232,000 for Heritage Partnership 
Programs. The Committees provide suffi-
cient funding for each heritage area to re-
ceive no less than the amount provided in 
fiscal year 2023. The directive contained in 
the explanatory statement that accompanied 
Public Law 116–6 with regards to funding dis-
tribution is continued. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND 
The bill provides $188,666,000 for historic 

preservation. 
Competitive Grants.—The bill provides 

$24,000,000 for the African American Civil 
Rights Grants, equal to the enacted level. 
Additionally, $5,000,000 is provided for the 
History of Equal Rights grants and $1,250,000 
for grants to underrepresented communities. 

Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grants.— 
The bill provides $10,000,000 for historic revi-
talization grants and retains the directives 
regarding the distribution of funding in-
cluded in Senate Report 116–123. 

Save America’s Treasures.—The bill provides 
$25,500,000 for the Save America’s Treasures 
program. The Committees support this pro-
gram because of its important role in pro-
viding preservation and conservation assist-
ance to nationally significant historical 
properties and collections, including historic 
courthouses. 

Semiquincentennial Preservation Grants.— 
The bill provides $7,000,000 for the Service to 
assist states in preparing for the upcoming 
Semiquincentennial celebration and to cele-
brate the Nation’s history. The Committees 
retain the directives regarding the distribu-
tion of funding included in Senate Report 
118–83. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1679 March 5, 2024 
CONSTRUCTION 

The bill provides $172,255,000 for construc-
tion. 

Line-Item Construction.—Funding for line- 
item construction projects is provided as 
outlined in the table contained in this state-
ment. Project allocations are based on up-
dated information provided by the Service 

regarding which projects are expected to be 
ready for construction in fiscal year 2024 and 
which projects are expected to be ready for 
construction in a subsequent fiscal year. 

(In thousands of dollars) 

State Unit or Program Project Funding 
Amount 

OR ................................................................ Crater Lake NP ................................................................................................................... Rehabilitate Cleetwood Trail and Marina .......................................................................... 49,300 
HI ................................................................. Kalaupapa NHP .................................................................................................................. Install Fuel Tanks to Ensure Park Continued Operation ................................................... 9,700 
DC ................................................................ White House ....................................................................................................................... Upgrade Utilities Project F, and Project G—Phase II ...................................................... 15,600 

Total .................................................... ............................................................................................................................................. ............................................................................................................................................. 74,600 

Emergency and Unscheduled Projects.—The 
bill provides a total of $3,848,000 in funding 
for emergency and unscheduled projects 
within base funding, equal to the enacted 
level. These funds support the Service in re-
sponding after facilities and resources are 
damaged or destroyed in emergencies. 

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE 
The bill provides $12,000,000 for the Centen-

nial Challenge matching grant program. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—NATIONAL PARK 

SERVICE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER AND RESCISSIONS OF 

FUNDS) 
The bill rescinds unobligated balances 

from the ‘‘Construction’’ account from fiscal 
year 2021 or prior. 

The bill rescinds unobligated balances 
from the ‘‘Construction’’ account for equip-
ment replacement from fiscal year 2023. 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The bill provides $1,455,434,000 for Surveys, 

Investigations, and Research of the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS, or the Survey). All 
programs and activities are funded at the 
amounts enacted in fiscal year 2023 unless 
otherwise specified below or in the table at 
the end of this division, along with any nec-
essary funding reductions to be taken from 
general program activities. The Survey is ex-
pected to comply with the instructions and 
requirements at the beginning of this divi-
sion and in House Report 118–155 and Senate 
Report 118–83 unless otherwise specified 
below. While some language is repeated for 
emphasis, it is not intended to negate the 
language referred to above unless expressly 
provided herein. 

Environmental Health Program.—The agree-
ment provides $29,543,000 for Environmental 
Health which includes funding for Harmful 
Algal Blooms and PFAS Research, including 
research in the Ceded Territories of the 
Great Lakes, at the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level. 

Species Management Research Program.—The 
agreement provides $62,348,000 and maintains 
funding at the fiscal year 2023 enacted level 
for the U.S. National Phenology Network 
and Hawaiian Forest Birds. The Committees 
direct USGS to provide a report within 180 
days of enactment of this Act on other po-
tential geographic or mission areas that 
could help to address gaps in the Survey’s re-
search goals, including examining those 
areas without a wildlife Cooperative Re-
search Unit (CRU), those in the Appalachian 
Mountain and Mississippi Delta region, or 
those that could support the work of inter-
state and/or international fishery commis-
sions. Further, language related to inter-
state/international fishery commissions 
under the paragraph titled Cooperative Re-
search Units Program in Senate Report 118– 
83 only applies to this program. 

Land Management Research Program.—The 
agreement provides $52,000,000, which sup-
ports activities in the Chesapeake Bay and 

all priority geographic landscapes and eco-
systems, including the Everglades, at the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level. 

Biological Threats and Invasive Species Re-
search Program.—The agreement provides 
$44,500,000, including funding for research on 
European Green Crab, Coral Disease, 
phytoplankton changes in the Great Lakes, 
and Chronic Wasting Disease at the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level. The Committees 
maintain $11,000,000 for research of invasive 
carp, of which $3,000,000 is for research on 
containing or eradicating grass carp. 

Climate Adaptation Science Center and Land 
Change Science Program.—The agreement pro-
vides $82,780,000 of which $63,115,000 is for the 
National and Regional Climate Adaptation 
Science Centers (CASC) and $19,665,000 is for 
Land Change Science. 

USGS is directed to provide a report to the 
Committees within 180 days of enactment of 
this Act on the benefits and costs associated 
with creating a distinct center that would 
focus on and address threats to ecosystems 
in the Great Basin but would not duplicate 
the work of the Southwest CASC. 

Cooperative Research Units Program.—Coop-
erative Research Units (CRUs) are funded at 
$28,206,000 in accordance with the specifica-
tions outlined in House Report 117–400. 

Great Lakes Science.—Funding for the Great 
Lakes Science Center is maintained at the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 

Energy and Mineral Resources.—The agree-
ment provides $101,093,000 for Energy and 
Mineral Resources. Mineral Resources is 
funded at $68,729,000. The critical minerals 
Earth Mapping Resources Initiative (Earth 
MRI) and critical mineral mapping efforts in 
Alaska are funded at the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level. 

The Committees encourage USGS to de-
velop comprehensive geologic mapping to 
conduct a study on lithium resources and re-
covery, including in those areas of the 
United States with a large concentration of 
lithium resources and the infrastructure to 
develop those resources. 

Energy Resources is funded at $32,364,000 
and the agreement maintains funding at the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level for the under-
standing of alkalinity sources for carbon 
mineralization with a focus on mapping and 
assessing resources along with associated 
impacts. 

Natural Hazards.—The agreement provides 
$198,636,000 for the Natural Hazards Program, 
including $92,651,000 for earthquake hazards. 
Within this funding, $28,600,000 is provided 
for continued development and expansion of 
the ShakeAlert West Coast earthquake early 
warning (EEW). The Committees direct 
USGS to work with States to secure any ad-
ditional funding necessary. 

The agreement continues the enacted level 
of funding for the national seismic hazard 
map, including for expansion to Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands, and for regional 
seismic networks including operating and 
maintaining USArray stations, Subduction 
Zone science, and earthquakes in Alaska. 

The agreement provides $37,500,000 for vol-
cano hazards. Funding for the National Vol-

cano Early Warning and Monitoring System 
(NVEWS) and Volcanic Hazard Assessments 
is maintained at the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level. 

The agreement includes $14,432,000 for 
Landslide Hazards, which includes funding at 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted levels for Cooper-
ative Landslide Hazards and Assessment 
Competitive Grant Program, Actionable 
Landslide Hazard Data and Science, and 
Landslide Hazard Assessments in Alaska as 
outlined in Senate Report 118–83. 

The agreement provides $5,198,000 for 
Geomagnetism including no less than the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level for the 
magnetotelluric survey to advance the col-
lection of magnetotelluric observations of 
the Earth’s naturally occurring electric and 
magnetic fields in the U.S. regions. 

Water Resources.—The agreement provides 
$288,772,000 for Water Resources, and main-
tains $66,529,000, the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level, for activities associated with the Coop-
erative Matching Funds. Water Availability 
and Use Science is funded at $67,296,000, 
which funds Integrated Water Prediction, 
Open ET software system, the Mississippi Al-
luvial Plan (MAP) for a groundwater deci-
sion support system, an Integrated Water 
Availability Assessment (IWAA) study on 
hydrology of saline lakes, the U.S. Mexico 
Transboundary Aquifer, and streamflow per-
manence modeling in the Pacific Northwest 
at the fiscal year 2023 enacted levels. 

USGS is directed to continue its efforts to 
establish the Hydrologic Science Talent 
Pipeline and to use $2,000,000 within the 
Water Availability and Use Science Program 
and $2,000,000 within the National Ground-
water and Streamflow Information Program 
to continue to pursue cooperative research 
agreements with an emphasis on locations 
where USGS has pending hydrological facili-
ties and where there are other Federal oper-
ational hydrologic resources. The Commit-
tees encourage USGS to consider univer-
sities in Western States to support building 
capacity and expertise in groundwater hy-
drologic sciences. 

The Committees also encourage USGS to 
provide a report within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act outlining the costs and ben-
efits of developing a training and develop-
ment program to attract, train, and develop 
early career researchers and a workforce 
that can engage with Tribal groups and local 
stakeholders in addressing pressing water 
issues, including in the Western Great Basin 
and Sierra Nevada. 

Groundwater and Streamflow Information 
is funded at $109,976,000, which supports Fed-
eral Priority Streamgages, Ohio River 
Supergages, Streamgages for Transboundary 
Rivers, including the Unuk River gage, 
Kootenai watershed, and the Klamath Basin 
at the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. Funding 
for the Next Generation Water Observing 
System (NGWOS) is included at the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level to continue work 
with universities and other partners to de-
velop innovative water resource sensor tech-
nologies that are scalable to regional and na-
tional monitoring networks. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1680 March 5, 2024 
The agreement includes $96,000,000 for the 

National Water Quality program which in-
cludes $7,490,000 for harmful algal bloom re-
search. 

Water Resources Research Act Program.—The 
agreement provides $15,500,000, maintaining 
the enacted level of funding and distribution. 
The Committees direct USGS to provide a 
briefing within 180 days of enactment of this 
Act on grant allocations. 

Special Initiatives.—The agreement provides 
an additional amount of $5,237,000 in congres-
sionally directed spending for Special Initia-
tives projects. Further detail on these 
projects is located in the table titled ‘‘Inte-
rior and Environment Incorporation of Com-
munity Project Funding Items/Congression-
ally Directed Spending Items’’ accom-
panying this explanatory statement. 

Core Science Systems.—The agreement pro-
vides $273,221,000. 

The National Geospatial program is funded 
at $89,650,000 and maintains funding at the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level for the 3D Na-
tional Topography Model, 3D Elevation Pro-
gram (3DEP) including for Federal lands in 
western states, and Alaska Mapping and 
Modernization, and the National Digital 
Trails project. 

The National Land Imaging program is 
funded at $115,071,000 which includes 
$95,334,000 for Satellite Operations and 
$1,456,000 for the Remote Sensing State 
Grants program. 

Science Support.—The agreement includes 
$105,000,000 which provides $81,500,000 for Ad-
ministration and Management, of which 
$2,667,000 is for scientific integrity, and 
$23,500,000 is for Information Services. 

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

The bill provides $211,162,000 for the Ocean 
Energy Management appropriation, which is 
partially offset through the collection of 
rental receipts and cost recovery fees total-
ing $56,000,000, resulting in a net appropria-
tion of $155,162,000. Specific allocations at 
the activity level are contained in the table 
accompanying this explanatory statement. 

Geologic Carbon Sequestration.—The agree-
ment includes not less than $2,000,000 for geo-
logic carbon sequestration on the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf as authorized by the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (Public 
Law 117–58; 43 U.S.C. 1337(p)(1)(E)). As noted 
in the House Report, the Committees expect 
the Bureau to prioritize finalizing regula-
tions for geologic carbon sequestration. 

Decommissioning Account.—The bill includes 
a provision establishing a new separate 
Treasury account to facilitate the transfer of 
financial assurance funds between the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management, which is 
responsible for calling bonds and collecting 
associated funds, and the Bureau of Safety 
and Environmental Enforcement, which is 
responsible for ensuring the decommis-
sioning work occurs. 

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT 

The bill provides $205,330,000 for the Off-
shore Safety and Environmental Enforce-
ment appropriation. This amount is partially 
offset through the collection of rental re-
ceipts, cost recovery fees and inspection fees 
totaling $66,000,000, resulting in a net appro-
priation of $139,330,000. Specific allocations 
at the activity level are contained in the 
table accompanying this explanatory state-
ment. 

OIL SPILL RESEARCH 

The bill provides $15,099,000 for Oil Spill 
Research. 

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT 

REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
The bill provides $116,186,000 for the Regu-

lation and Technology appropriation. 
ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 

The bill provides $162,546,000 for the Aban-
doned Mine Reclamation Fund appropria-
tion. Of the funds provided, $32,546,000 shall 
be derived from the Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Fund and $130,000,000 shall be de-
rived from the General Fund. 

Abandoned Mine Land Economic Revitaliza-
tion (AMLER).—The bill provides a total of 
$130,000,000 for direct payments to States and 
federally recognized Indian Tribes for the 
reclamation of abandoned mine lands in con-
junction with economic and community de-
velopment and reuse goals. For fiscal year 
2024, $86,000,000 shall be divided equally be-
tween the three Appalachian States with the 
largest unfunded needs for the reclamation 
of Priority 1 and Priority 2 sites as delin-
eated in the AML Inventory System; 
$33,000,000 shall be divided equally between 
the next three Appalachian States with the 
largest unfunded needs for the reclamation 
of Priority 1 and Priority 2 sites as delin-
eated in the AML Inventory System; and 
$11,000,000 shall be for direct payments to 
federally recognized Indian Tribes. The Com-
mittees expect the Office to improve collabo-
ration with States and Tribes and to process 
outstanding proposed projects in a timely 
and transparent manner. The detailed alloca-
tion of funding by activity is included in the 
table accompanying this explanatory state-
ment. 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $1,898,550,000 for Oper-
ation of Indian Programs. All Tribal Priority 
Allocation (TPA) programs and Public Safe-
ty and Justice programs are continued at the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level and disposi-
tions of other programs and activities are 
specified below or reflected in the table ac-
companying this joint explanatory state-
ment. Internal transfers within the accounts 
proposed in the fiscal year 2024 budget re-
quest have been accepted. For this and all 
other Bureau accounts funded in this bill, In-
dian Affairs is expected to comply with the 
instructions and requirements at the begin-
ning of this division and in House Report 118– 
155 and Senate Report 118–83, unless other-
wise specified below. Additional details, in-
structions, and requirements are included 
below and in the table at the end of this divi-
sion. Indian Affairs is reminded of the impor-
tance of meeting reporting requirement 
deadlines so that the Committees can prop-
erly evaluate programs. Failure to do so 
could negatively impact future budgets. 

Fort Hall Indian Reservation Boundary In-
vestigation.—The Committees understand the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA or Bureau) is 
actively engaging in discussions with the 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Fort Hall re-
garding the Bureau of Land Management’s 
Fort Hall Indian Reservation Boundary In-
vestigation of June 1, 2018. The Committees 
direct BIA to provide a status update on 
these engagements and potential solutions 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act. 

Tribal Government.—The agreement pro-
vides $398,987,000 for Tribal Government pro-
grams. The Committees encourage the Bu-
reau to provide technical assistance to the 
maximum extent practicable to recently fed-
erally recognized Tribes on how best to le-
verage funding through existing programs. 

The agreement includes $39,190,000 for the 
Road Maintenance program, which continues 

funding at the 2023 enacted level for school 
bus roads and the NATIVE Act (Public Law 
114–22). 

Human Services.—The bill provides 
$163,747,000 for Human Services programs. 
The agreement provides funding for the 
Housing Improvement Program and Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA) activities equal to 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. The Com-
mittees direct the Bureau to work closely 
with the Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) to help State agencies main-
tain and improve upon their responsibilities 
required by 42 USC 622(b)(9) to Indian chil-
dren under ICWA. The Bureau should provide 
a briefing to the Committees within 180 days 
of enactment of this Act on its interagency 
work with ACF and Tribal consultations, in-
cluding identifying any hurdles and obsta-
cles to improving State agencies’ compliance 
with ICWA. 

For fiscal year 2024, the Committees expect 
funding to existing Tiwahe pilot programs to 
continue in the same amounts to the same 
recipients including funding to support wom-
en’s and children’s shelters. 

Within 90 days of enactment of this Act, 
the Committees direct the Bureau to provide 
a report of those Tribes that have not been 
able to receive BIA social services activities 
pursuant to a self-determination contract or 
self-governance compact. The report should 
include the amount of additional funding re-
quired to provide parity in funding with 
other Tribes. 

Trust-Natural Resources Management.—The 
bill provides $322,349,000 for Natural Re-
sources Management programs. The agree-
ment provides $34,291,000 for competitive 
awards to support critically vulnerable 
coastal Tribal communities and Alaska Na-
tive Villages that experience severe weather- 
related conditions jeopardizing public safety 
and health and supports the eligibility of all 
Tribes for funding. 

For the Tribal Management/Development 
Program, the Committees expect the Bureau 
to provide no less than the fiscal year 2023 
enacted level for the existing programs in-
cluding fish and wildlife conservation efforts 
in the Northwest and Great Lakes regions, 
Salmon Steelhead Inventory and Assessment 
program, InterTribal Buffalo Council, and 
other bison and buffalo projects. 

It is the Committees’ expectation that 
within the funding provided, pilot projects 
and programs for Alaska subsistence will 
continue at the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 
The Bureau is directed to report to the Com-
mittees within 60 days of enactment of this 
Act on a distribution plan for these funds. 

The Committees support the request to 
move the land acquisition funding line from 
the Natural Resources (TPA) budget sub-
activity to a separate line within the Trust- 
Real Estate Services subactivity to offer 
Tribes greater flexibility. The agreement 
maintains funding at the authorized and the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 

The agreement provides $49,200,000 for 
Rights Protection Implementation (RPI), 
which maintains funding for law enforce-
ment needs, operations and maintenance 
needs, implementation of the Columbia 
River In-Lieu, Treaty Fishing Access Sites 
Improvement Act (Public Law 116–99), and 
the U.S. Canada Pacific Salmon Treaty at 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 

The agreement provides funding at the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level for Agriculture 
and Range programs, which includes the 
invasive species program and supports ef-
forts to address the problem of the European 
Green Crab that are impacting marine re-
sources for Tribal communities in the Pa-
cific Northwest. 

The agreement provides the fiscal year 2023 
enacted level for Tribal priority allocations 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1681 March 5, 2024 
for Forestry, Water Resources, and Energy 
and Minerals budget lines along with adjust-
ments to those budget lines which are grant 
or project based. Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
activities are maintained at the fiscal year 
2023 enacted level. 

Trust-Real Estate Services.—The bill pro-
vides $165,887,000 for Trust-Real Estate Serv-
ices which includes the internal transfers of 
$7,096,000 from the Bureau of Trust Funds 
Administration for the Office of Hearings 
and Appeals Probate Hearings Division and 
$2,000,000 for land acquisition as previously 
discussed. Funding is continued at the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level for the Land Title 
and Records Offices and for the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act, which includes 
funding for historical places. 

Public Safety and Justice.—The bill provides 
$555,559,000 for Public Safety and Justice pro-
grams. Funding is maintained at the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level for Criminal Inves-
tigations and Police Services, including the 
nationwide body worn camera program, the 
advanced training facility, the Indian Police 
Academy, and Detentions/Corrections. The 
agreement maintains $62,000,000 to imple-
ment public safety changes resulting from 
the McGirt v. Oklahoma Supreme Court deci-
sion. 

For Tribal Justice Support, $34,836,000, the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level, is provided, 
which maintains funding to implement and 
ensure compliance with the Violence Against 
Women Act. Funding for PL 280 Tribal 
courts is maintained at the fiscal year 2023 
enacted level and should be distributed in a 
manner consistent to prior years as outlined 
in Senate Report 118–83. 

The agreement provides funding at the fis-
cal year 2023 enacted level for the Safe-
guarding Tribal Objects of Patrimony 
(STOP) Act and other related laws. 

The agreement continues funding at the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level for the Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) 
Tribal Public Safety initiative, Tiwahe re-
cidivism initiative, equipment to collect and 
preserve evidence at crime scenes, and vic-
tim witness specialists. Funding for MMIW 
cold cases, background checks to hire more 
law enforcement officers, and law enforce-
ment to implement the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA) is continued at the fiscal year 
2023 enacted level. The Committees remain 
concerned about theft, looting, and traf-
ficking of sacred objects and items of cul-
tural patrimony and note the importance of 
enforcing NAGPRA and related laws. 

Public Law 83–280 Needs.—The Committees 
note that a number of States with large In-
dian populations have no law enforcement 
presence in Tribal communities and Alaska 
Native Villages despite high crime rates; 
however, these Tribes are not eligible for 
certain Native justice funding simply be-
cause they are located in Public Law 280 
States. Within 180 days of enactment of this 
Act, the Bureau is directed to conduct Tribal 
consultation on the budgetary needs of Trib-
al law enforcement, including wellness 
courts and other essential judicial needs for 
the Tribes in these States, and report back 
to the Committees on the available Federal 
funding, within the Department of the Inte-
rior or elsewhere, for these Tribes or out-
lining the barriers to the development of 
such funding. 

Community and Economic Development.—The 
bill provides $30,546,000 for Community and 
Economic Development programs, which 
maintains funding at the fiscal year 2023 en-
acted level for language immersion grants. 
The agreement also maintains funding at the 
fiscal year 2023 enacted level for business in-
cubators, which includes the $500,000 increase 
provided in fiscal year 2023. 

NATIVE Act Implementation.—The Commit-
tees emphasize the language in Senate Re-
port 118–83 regarding implementation of the 
NATIVE Act and direct BIA to recognize its 
role in strengthening and coordinating Na-
tive American tourism programs within rel-
evant Federal agencies, in accordance with 
the underlying statute. Within 90 days of en-
actment of this Act, the Committees direct 
BIA to provide a briefing on how it is engag-
ing qualified Native-led non-profit organiza-
tions, how it will implement a NATIVE Act 
MOU, and plans to improve Native tourism 
collaboration within the Federal government 
in future years. 

Executive Direction and Administrative Serv-
ices.—The bill includes $260,634,000 for Execu-
tive Direction and Administrative Services, 
including maintaining the fiscal year 2023 
enacted level for the Native boarding school 
initiative. The bill includes $841,000 for Spe-
cial Initiatives identified in the table titled 
‘‘Interior and Environment Incorporation of 
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’’ accom-
panying this explanatory statement. 

INDIAN LAND CONSOLIDATION 
The bill provides $4,000,000 for Indian Land 

Consolidation. 
CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 

The bill provides an indefinite appropria-
tion for contract support costs, consistent 
with fiscal year 2023 and estimated to be 
$342,000,000 in fiscal year 2024. The bill does 
not include the budget proposal to make 
these costs mandatory. 

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES 
The bill provides an indefinite appropria-

tion for payments under section 105(l) of the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act, consistent with fiscal year 
2023 and estimated to be $64,000,000 in fiscal 
year 2024. The bill does not include the budg-
et proposal to make these costs mandatory. 

CONSTRUCTION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $133,780,000 for Construc-
tion. The detailed allocation of funding is in-
cluded in the table at the end of this explan-
atory statement. 

Other Program Construction.—The bill pro-
vides funding at the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
level for the project at Fort Peck. 

The Committees are aware of challenges 
with the ability of the San Carlos Irrigation 
Project’s power system to purchase power 
when there are fluctuations in market condi-
tions. The Bureau should keep the Commit-
tees updated regarding challenges of the 
project to purchase power. 
INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS 

AND MISCELLANEOUS PAYMENTS TO INDIANS 
The bill provides $976,000 for Indian Land 

and Water Claim Settlements and Miscella-
neous Payments to Indians. 
INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
The bill provides $13,329,000 for the Indian 

Guaranteed Loan Program Account to facili-
tate business investments in Indian Country. 
Additional details are included in the bill 
language. 

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION 
OPERATION OF INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Bureau of Indian Education.—The bill in-

cludes $1,131,617,000 for Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation (BIE) Operation of Indian Education 
Programs. All programs, projects, and activi-
ties are maintained at fiscal year 2023 en-
acted levels and all internal transfers pro-
posed in the fiscal year 2024 budget request 
are accepted. Native immersion grants are 
funded at the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 
For this and all other Bureau accounts fund-
ed in this bill, the Bureau is expected to 

comply with the instructions and require-
ments at the beginning of this division and 
in House Report 118–155 and Senate Report 
118–83, unless otherwise specified below. The 
agreement outlines funding levels in the de-
tailed table accompanying this joint explan-
atory statement. 

Elementary/Secondary Programs (forward 
funded).—The bill includes $706,185,000 for El-
ementary/Secondary Programs. ISEP For-
mula Funds, ISEP Program Adjustments, 
and Tribal grant support costs are funded at 
the fiscal year 2023 enacted level. 

Post Secondary Programs (forward funded).— 
The agreement provides $127,407,000 for Post 
Secondary Programs, which maintains fund-
ing at the fiscal year 2023 enacted level for 
Haskell and Southwestern Indian Poly-
technic Institute, Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities, including Tribal endowment 
grants, and Tribal Technical Colleges. 

Chemawa Indian School.—The Committees 
are highly concerned with the findings in-
cluded in the recent audit published by the 
Department’s Office of Inspector General re-
garding the financial oversight and manage-
ment of the Chemawa School in Oregon. The 
Bureau is directed to brief the Committees 
within 30 days of enactment of this Act on 
how the Bureau intends to address the issues 
raised and implement the recommendations 
included in the audit. 

EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION 
Education Construction.—The bill provides 

$234,725,000 for schools and related facilities 
within the BIE system. 

BUREAU OF TRUST FUNDS ADMINISTRATION 
FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $100,009,000 for the 

Bureau of Trust Funds Administration 
(BTFA) and approves the proposed internal 
transfer of $7,096,000 to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, Operation of Indian Programs ac-
count. Bill language specifies the funding for 
settlement support. 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $147,418,000 for the Office 
of the Secretary, Departmental Operations 
appropriation. Specific allocations at the ac-
tivity level are contained in the table at the 
back of this explanatory statement. The bill 
provides $1,176,000 for implementation of the 
NATIVE Act. The Committees recommend 
not less than $500,000 to carry out land as-
sessments, appraisals, surveys and other ac-
tivities in support of the Secretary’s respon-
sibilities under the Hawaiian Home Lands 
Recovery Act, including up to $200,000 to add 
capacity related to infrastructure programs. 
The bill includes not less than $1,806,000 for 
the Indian and Arts and Crafts Board. 

Grant Funding.—Within 90 days of enact-
ment of this Act, the Committees direct the 
Department to provide a briefing to the 
Committees outlining the steps the Depart-
ment has taken to ensure compliance with 
Public Law 116–103. The briefing should also 
include relevant oversight and audit efforts 
by the Department to ensure grant recipi-
ents are limiting overhead costs. 

Office of Subsistence Management.—The Of-
fice of Subsistence Management function 
and funding has been moved from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and is provided for 
within the Office of the Secretary. 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 
ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES 

The bill provides $120,107,000 for Assistance 
to Territories. The detailed allocation of 
funding is included in the table at the end of 
this explanatory statement. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1682 March 5, 2024 
COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION 

The bill provides $3,463,000 for Compact of 
Free Association. A detailed table of funding 
allocations below the account level is pro-
vided at the end of this explanatory state-
ment. 

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill provides $97,950,000 for the Salaries 
and Expenses appropriation within the Office 
of the Solicitor. Specific allocations at the 
activity level are contained in the table at 
the back of this explanatory statement. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill provides $67,000,000 for the Office 
of Inspector General. 

DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS 
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The bill provides $1,113,471,000 for the De-

partment of the Interior Wildland Fire Man-
agement. The bill provides $876,021,000 for 
Wildfire Preparedness and Suppression, of 
which $492,364,000 is for preparedness and in-
cludes amounts to continue uninterrupted 
the Federal wildland firefighter base salary 
increases provided under section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of Public Law 117–58 and main-
tain current firefighting capacity. The De-
partment was provided the authority by 
Public Law 118–15 to exercise its flexibility 
regarding wildfire personnel-related costs be-
yond those that are covered by Preparedness, 
as well as other ongoing operating require-
ments needed to maintain fire readiness and 
firefighting capabilities. 

Other Operations.—The bill provides 
$237,450,000 for other wildland fire manage-
ment operations. The Department is directed 
to provide $3,000,000 to the Joint Fire Science 
program for fiscal year 2024, which combined 
with funding in the Forest Service provides 
$6,000,000 in total. 

Aviation Resources.—The Committees direct 
the Department of the Interior to consider 
including Container Aerial Fire Fighting 
Systems as well as other innovative wildfire 
technologies now available in the United 
States. 

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE 
FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The bill includes $350,000,000 for the Wild-

fire Suppression Operations Reserve Fund. 
CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND 

The bill provides $9,661,000 for the Central 
Hazardous Materials Fund appropriation. 
ENERGY COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $4,800,000 for the 
Energy Community Revitalization Program. 
The detailed allocation of funding is in-
cluded in the table at the end of this explan-
atory statement. 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AND 
RESTORATION 

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND 

The bill provides $7,715,000 for the Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment Fund appro-
priation. Specific allocations at the activity 
level are contained in the table at the end of 
this explanatory statement. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 

The bill provides $107,710,000 for the Work-
ing Capital Fund appropriation. 

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE 

The bill provides $167,937,000 for the Nat-
ural Resources Revenue appropriation. 

Distribution of GOMESA Revenues.—The Of-
fice is directed to distribute revenues from 

Gulf of Mexico operations in a manner con-
sistent with current law, including the Gulf 
of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) of 
2006 (Public Law 109–432), as amended. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The bill includes various legislative provi-

sions affecting the Department in Title I of 
the bill, ‘‘General Provisions, Department of 
the Interior.’’ The provisions are: 

Section 101 provides Secretarial authority 
for the intra-bureau transfer of program 
funds for expenditures in cases of emer-
gencies when all other emergency funds are 
exhausted. 

Section 102 provides for the Department- 
wide expenditure or transfer of funds by the 
Secretary in the event of actual or potential 
emergencies including forest fires, range 
fires, earthquakes, floods, volcanic erup-
tions, storms, oil spills, grasshopper and 
Mormon cricket outbreaks, and surface mine 
reclamation emergencies. 

Section 103 provides for the use of appro-
priated funds by the Secretary for contracts, 
rental cars and aircraft, telephone expenses, 
and other certain services. 

Section 104 provides for the expenditure or 
transfer of funds from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and Bureau of Indian Education, and 
the Bureau of Trust Funds Administration, 
for Indian trust management and reform ac-
tivities. 

Section 105 permits the redistribution of 
Tribal priority allocation and Tribal base 
funds to alleviate funding inequities. 

Section 106 authorizes the acquisition of 
lands for the purpose of operating and main-
taining facilities that support visitors to 
Ellis, Governors, and Liberty Islands. 

Section 107 continues Outer Continental 
Shelf inspection fees to be collected by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Section 108 provides the Secretary of the 
Interior with authority to enter into multi- 
year cooperative agreements with non-profit 
organizations for long-term care of wild 
horses and burros. 

Section 109 addresses the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s responsibilities for mass 
marking of salmonid stocks. 

Section 110 allows the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs and Bureau of Indian Education to 
more efficiently and effectively perform re-
imbursable work. 

Section 111 provides for the establishment 
of a Department of the Interior Experienced 
Services Program. 

Section 112 requires funds to be available 
for obligation and expenditure not later than 
60 days after the date of enactment. 

Section 113 provides the Secretary of the 
Interior the ability to transfer funds among 
and between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
the Bureau of Indian Education. 

Section 114 provides funding for the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program. 

Section 115 directs notification of any de-
viation in procedure or equipment. 

Section 116 allows the National Park Serv-
ice to convey lands for purposes of transpor-
tation and recreation for a specific project. 

Section 117 authorizes Tribally controlled 
schools access to interagency motor vehicles 
in the same manner as if performing activi-
ties under the Indian Self Determination and 
Education Assistance Act. 

Section 118 provides the Secretary of the 
Interior with certain pay authority for the 
Appraisal and Valuation Services Office. 

Section 119 addresses the issuance of rules 
for sage-grouse. 

Section 120 authorizes the National Park 
Service to retain up to 7 percent of State 
Conservation Grants to provide matching 
grants to support state program administra-
tive costs. 

Section 121 addresses the retention of con-
cession franchise fees. 

Section 122 extends the authorization of 
deposits into the Historic Preservation 
Fund. 

Section 123 establishes an offshore decom-
missioning account. 

Section 124 establishes a nonrecurring ex-
penses fund for the Department of the Inte-
rior. 

Section 125 extends the authorization for 
Ebey’s Landing National Historic Reserve. 

Section 126 provides the Secretary of the 
Interior the ability to authorize and execute 
agreements to achieve operating efficiencies. 

TITLE II—ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 

The agreement provides $9,158,894,000 for 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The Agency is expected to comply 
with the instructions and requirements at 
the beginning of this division, in House Re-
port 118–155, and Senate Report 118–83, unless 
otherwise specified below. Additional details, 
instructions, and requirements follow below 
and in the table at the end of this division. 

PFAS and Contaminants of Emerging Con-
cern.—In lieu of the matter under the head-
ing ‘‘PFAS and Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern’’ in Senate Report 118–83 and ‘‘PFAS 
National Primary Drinking Water Regula-
tion Rulemaking’’ in House Report 118–155, 
the Committees provide the following direc-
tion. Within 60 days of enactment of this 
Act, the Agency is directed to brief the Com-
mittees on updated fiscal year 2024 PFAS-re-
lated actions and provide the Committees 
with a spend plan that details funding at the 
program project level. Additionally, in lieu 
of the direction in House Report 118–155 re-
garding a GAO assessment, the Committees 
direct GAO, following consultation with the 
Committees, to review cost estimates sup-
porting the final rule. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
For Science and Technology programs, the 

agreement provides $758,103,000. The bill 
transfers $30,343,000 from the Hazardous Sub-
stance Superfund account to this account. 
The agreement provides the following spe-
cific funding levels and direction: 

Clean Air.—The Committees recognize the 
important role that Clean Air Allowance 
Trading Programs play in improving air 
quality and reducing pollution and note the 
Science Advisory Board panel’s review of the 
Clean Air Allowance Trading Program. The 
Committees direct the Agency to continue 
this effort, and provide up to $3,000,000 to 
modernize the Clean Air Status and Trends 
Network [CASTNet]. 

Homeland Security.—The Committees are 
concerned by public reports of cyberattacks 
on water systems across the world, and urge 
the Agency to continue prioritizing activi-
ties related to the cybersecurity of the Na-
tion’s water systems. 

Research: Air and Energy.—Within available 
funds, the Committees continue funding for 
the study under the heading ‘‘Partnership 
Research’’ contained in the explanatory 
statement of Public Law 115–141. 

Research: Chemical Safety for Sustain-
ability.—The agreement provides $127,037,000. 
Of the amount provided, $1,500,000 is to de-
velop and demonstrate nano-sensor tech-
nology with functionalized catalysts that 
have the potential to degrade selected con-
taminants in addition to detecting and moni-
toring pollutants. 

Research: National Priorities.—The agree-
ment provides $19,530,000 for Research: Na-
tional Priorities, including $9,500,000 for ex-
tramural research grants, independent of the 
Science to Achieve Results (STAR) grant 
program, as specified under this heading in 
Senate Report 118–83. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1683 March 5, 2024 
The Committees support the Agency’s ef-

fort to prioritize new federal research that 
will help farmers, ranchers, and rural com-
munities manage PFAS impacts in agricul-
tural settings and communities and provide 
$8,000,000 to continue that work. The Agency 
is directed to follow the directives as speci-
fied under this heading in House Report 118– 
155. 

Consistent with House Report 118–155, the 
bill provides up to $1,475,000 for advancing 
full scale applied research and testing capa-
bilities to address threats to drinking water 
and associated infrastructure at Water Secu-
rity Test Bed facilities. 

The agreement provides $2,030,000 for Con-
gressionally Directed Spending grants. Fur-
ther detail on the projects is located in the 
table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment In-
corporation of Community Project Funding 
Items/Congressionally Directed Spending 
Items’’ accompanying this explanatory 
statement. 

Research: Safe and Sustainable Water Re-
sources.—Of the funds provided, up to 
$5,000,000 shall be used for grants under sec-
tion 2007 of America’s Water Infrastructure 
Act (P.L. 115–270). 

Additional Guidance.—The following addi-
tional guidance is included: 

Chemical Reviews.—The Committees direct 
the Agency to provide a briefing within 90 
days of enactment of this Act on efforts to 
carry out the actions outlined under the 
headers titled ‘‘Chemical Reviews’’, ‘‘New 
Chemical Submissions’’, and ‘‘Tiered Test-
ing’’ in House Report 118–155 and Senate Re-
port 118–83. 

Harmful Algal Blooms.—The Committees 
recognize the increasing challenges many 
communities face from harmful algal blooms 
(HABs), and encourage the Agency to con-
duct and fund research that promotes sci-
entific progress towards preventing and con-
trolling HABs, including research to: (1) de-
termine the effectiveness of existing nutri-
ent prevention and treatment technologies; 
(2) develop methods to monitor, charac-
terize, and predict HABs for early action; (3) 
identify and evaluate existing excess nutri-
ent prevention and treatment technologies; 
identify emerging nutrient treatment tech-
nologies being scaled up, how to improve 
upon those technologies, and developing new 
technologies; and (4) develop best manage-
ment practices to help both rural and urban 
communities reduce excess nutrients in their 
watershed. Within the Safe and Sustainable 
Water Research Program, the Committees 
continue providing $6,000,000 to carry out the 
research detailed in this paragraph, and to 
investigate adverse health effects from expo-
sure to HABs and cyanobacteria toxins, how 
to better understand and address HABs, sup-
port States in their efforts to prevent and 
manage HABs, and develop methods to mon-
itor, predict, and characterize blooms to 
allow for early action. 

Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) 
Program.—In lieu of the House directives on 
IRIS, the Agency is directed to follow the 
guidance in the joint explanatory statement 
accompanying Public Law 117–103. 

Landfill Emissions Research.—Consistent 
with direction in the explanatory statement 
accompanying Public Law 117–328, the bill 
provides $2,000,000 for landfill emissions re-
search. 

Renewable Fuel Standards.—The Commit-
tees direct the Agency to provide a briefing 
within 90 days of enactment of this Act on 
planned actions related to the eRINS pro-
posed rule. 

The Committees note that the process for 
renewable fuel pathways continues to suffer 
from significant delays and inefficiencies, 
creating uncertainty for biofuel producers. 
The Committees direct the Agency to pro-

vide a report, within 90 days of enactment of 
this Act, outlining recommendations on how 
to streamline and expedite the RFS pathway 
petition and approval process, as well as in-
formation on its hiring activity. 

The Committees include only the following 
direction regarding waste plastic and waste 
tires. The Committees direct the Agency to 
provide a briefing within 120 days of enact-
ment of this Act on the potential benefits 
and drawbacks of including these waste 
streams as cellulosic biofuels. 

Science to Achieve Results (STAR) Grants.— 
The agreement provides funds to continue 
the STAR program and directs the Agency to 
distribute grants consistent with fiscal year 
2023. 

Testing Alternatives.—The Committees in-
clude only the following direction. The Com-
mittees appreciate the Agency’s work on 
New Approach Methods (NAMs), including in 
vitro tests, in chemico assays, and in silico 
models, which represent key advances in 
science to support hazard and risk assess-
ments of pesticides and chemicals. The Com-
mittees encourage the Agency to continue 
supporting and perform research on the de-
velopment and evaluation of NAMs through 
the Chemical Safety for Sustainability Na-
tional Research Program. 

Wildfire Smoke Research.—The Agency is di-
rected to follow the guidance in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 117–103. 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT 

For Environmental Programs and Manage-
ment, the bill provides $3,178,028,000. The 
agreement provides the following specific 
funding levels and direction: 

Clean Air.—The Committees include only 
the following direction on the Energy STAR 
program. The Committees direct the Agency 
to provide a briefing within 120 days of en-
actment of this Act on its analyses related 
to emissions reductions and costs and bene-
fits to consumers of proposals to eliminate 
products or appliances from the Energy 
STAR program based on fuel type. 

The bill maintains the enacted level for 
the Agency’s wood stove certification and 
testing standards work. The Agency is di-
rected to use the base funding to increase its 
staffing and other required efforts to support 
the wood stove certification and testing pro-
gram. The Agency is further directed to brief 
the Committees within 60 days of enactment 
of this Act on improvements the Agency 
plans to make to the program and how it 
will better communicate with State and 
local stakeholders. 

Cost Effective Technologies.—The Commit-
tees commend EPA for its efforts through 
the AirNow Fire and Smoke Map to better 
forecast and communicate the impact of 
wildfire smoke on communities. The Com-
mittees are concerned that air quality mon-
itors are not currently distributed equitably 
across impacted communities. The Commit-
tees encourage EPA to expand its support for 
wildfire smoke monitoring, including im-
proving instrumentation, technical assist-
ance, and outreach, using the resources pro-
vided in this bill with a focus on tradition-
ally underserved or under-monitored com-
munities. The bill continues funding for 
wildfire smoke-related activities. 

Environmental Protection: National Prior-
ities.—The agreement provides $30,700,000, for 
a competitive grant program for qualified 
non-profit organizations to provide technical 
assistance for improved water quality or safe 
drinking water, adequate waste-water to 
small systems, or individual private well 
owners. The Agency shall provide $26,000,000 
for Grassroots Rural and Small Community 
Water Systems Assistance Act (Public Law 
114–98), for activities specified under section 

1442(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. 300j–1(e)(8)). The Agency is also di-
rected to provide $3,450,000 for grants to 
qualified not-for-profit organizations for 
technical assistance for individual private 
well owners, with priority given to organiza-
tions that currently provide technical and 
educational assistance to individual private 
well owners. The Agency is directed to pro-
vide on a national and multi-State regional 
basis, $1,250,000 for grants to qualified orga-
nizations for the sole purpose of providing 
on-site training and technical assistance for 
wastewater systems. The Agency shall re-
quire each grantee to provide a minimum 10 
percent match, including in-kind contribu-
tions. The Agency is directed to allocate 
funds to grantees within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act. 

Geographic Programs.—The agreement pro-
vides $681,726,000 as described in the table at 
the end of this division, and includes the fol-
lowing direction: 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).— 
The agreement provides funding to the GLRI 
Distinct Tribal Program at no less than 
$16,500,000. 

Chesapeake Bay.—From within the amount 
provided, at least $10,000,000 is for nutrient 
and sediment removal grants, at least 
$10,000,000 is for small watershed grants to 
control polluted runoff from urban, subur-
ban, and agricultural lands, and at least 
$8,000,000 is for State-based implementation 
in the most effective basins. 

San Francisco Bay.—The Committees direct 
the Agency to undertake priority activities 
within the San Francisco Bay Estuary Com-
prehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan approved under section 320 of the Clean 
Water Act. 

Puget Sound.—The bill provides $54,000,000 
for the Puget Sound program, of which up to 
5 percent is to support the Puget Sound Re-
covery National Program Office as author-
ized in section 8501(b) of title LXXXV of Pub-
lic Law 117–263. Further, the Committees di-
rect the EPA to work expeditiously to estab-
lish the Puget Sound Recovery National Pro-
gram Office and Puget Sound Federal Lead-
ership Task Force as authorized in Public 
Law 117–263, and direct the Agency to brief 
the Committees no later than 60 days after 
enactment of this Act on such efforts. 

Long Island Sound.—The Committees direct 
the Agency to utilize up to $2,000,000 of the 
funding provided for the Long Island Sound 
program to execute a Long Island Sound 
Study with existing academic partners with 
expertise in oceanography, chemistry, at-
mospheric science, hydrology, and marine bi-
ology. Expanded research initiatives such as 
these are needed to collect and develop more 
data, as well as the modeling tools necessary 
for the continued protection and manage-
ment of the Sound. 

South Florida.—Within the funds provided, 
the agreement provides at least $2,000,000 to 
monitor coral health in South Florida; 
$1,150,000 to enhance water quality and 
seagrass monitoring in the Caloosahatchee 
Estuary and Indian River Lagoon, especially 
with respect to assessing the impact of Lake 
Okeechobee discharges and harmful algal 
blooms; $1,150,000 to enhance water quality 
and seagrass monitoring in Florida Bay and 
Biscayne Bay, especially with respect to as-
sessing the impact of Everglades Restoration 
projects and harmful algal blooms; and 
$1,000,000 for the expansion of the water qual-
ity and ecosystem health monitoring and 
prediction network which will use vetted, 
modern procedures for long-term monitoring 
of Florida waters, including molecular, 
algal, ocean floor, and seagrasses. 

Gulf of Mexico.—The Committees note that 
hypoxia continues to be a growing cause for 
concern. The Committees direct the Agency 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1684 March 5, 2024 
to coordinate with the Department of Agri-
culture, the Gulf States, and other State, 
local, and private partners to leverage great-
er resources toward conservation projects on 
working-lands within the Gulf Region and 
Mississippi River Basin. The Agency is di-
rected to distribute funds in the same man-
ner as fiscal year 2023. 

Lake Champlain.—The bill provides 
$25,000,000 for the Lake Champlain program. 
These funds shall be allocated through the 
Lake Champlain Basin Program, other than 
continuing the enacted levels to support sig-
nificant, impactful projects identified in the 
State implementation plan that will make 
measurable progress towards meeting the 
phosphorus reduction targets of the EPA’s 
2016 Phosphorus Total Maximum Daily Load 
Plan for Lake Champlain. 

Southern New England Estuaries.—The 
Agency is directed to follow the guidance in 
House Report 117–83. 

Northwest Forest Program.—The Commit-
tees continue to support the Northwest For-
est Program at not less than fiscal year 2021 
funding level. 

Information Exchange/Outreach.—Tribal ca-
pacity building is funded at not less than the 
enacted level. 

Pesticide Licensing.—The Committees in-
clude only the following direction. The Com-
mittees recommend that as the Agency con-
ducts Endangered Species Act (ESA) anal-
yses, consistent with statutory and litiga-
tion requirements, it will consider best 
available data on pesticide usage, existing 
conservation practices, real-world studies on 
spray drift, ground water and surface water 
concentrations, and sub-county level species 
range maps. 

Pesticides Rulemaking.—In lieu of the House 
language on Pesticides Rulemaking, the 
Committees encourage the Agency to pro-
vide a briefing within 90 days of enactment 
of this Act regarding considerations of po-
tential revisions, if any, to the final rule ti-
tled: Pesticides; Exemptions of Certain 
Plant-Incorporated Protectants (PIPs) De-
rived From Newer Technologies to regulate 
based on the environmental and human 
health risk of the product, rather than the 
process used to develop the product. 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA).—Of the funds provided under this 
program area, $9,000,000 is for implementa-
tion of a Federal permit program for coal 
combustion residuals in non-participating 
states, as authorized under section 
4005(d)(2)(B) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act 
(42 U.S.C. 6945(d)(2)(B)), or to provide tech-
nical assistance to states establishing their 
own permitting program under section 
4005(d) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 
U.S.C. 6945(d)). 

Ensure Clean Water.—The Committees sup-
port the work of the WaterSense, Urban 
Waters, and Trash Free Waters programs and 
encourage the continuance of these pro-
grams. 

The agreement provides up to $2,000,000 for 
integrated planning activities consistent 
with section 402(s) of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1342(s)). 

Ensure Clean Water: National Estuary Pro-
gram/Coastal Waterways.—The agreement pro-
vides $40,000,000, of which the agreement pro-
vides $850,000 per estuary for each of the 28 
national estuaries in the National Estuary 
Program (NEP) authorized by section 320 of 
the Clean Water Act (Public Law 92–500). An 
additional $2,500,000 is provided for competi-
tive grants. 

Ensure Safe Water.—Within available funds, 
the agreement provides no less than 
$5,000,000 for the Agency’s continued work 
within the Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) program related to Class VI wells for 
geologic sequestration to help develop exper-

tise and capacity at the Agency. These funds 
should be used by the Agency to expedi-
tiously review and process Class VI permits 
and primacy applications from States and 
Tribes. 

In addition, the agreement provides 
$1,200,000 to support Class VI regulator edu-
cation and training programs in conjunction 
with States or other eligible entities such as 
an association of States. 

Within 270 days of enactment of this Act, 
the Agency is directed to provide a report to 
the Committees detailing a plan for consid-
eration of guidance regarding the transition 
of UIC Class II wells used for long-term geo-
logic storage of carbon dioxide to UIC Class 
VI wells under the existing regulatory struc-
ture. 

Within the available funds, the agreement 
continues the enacted level of $3,000,000 for 
the Agency to complete the needs assess-
ment for nationwide rural and urban low-in-
come community water assistance author-
ized in section 50108 of the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act (Public Law 117–58). 
The Agency is directed to brief the Commit-
tees on plans for survey implementation 
within 120 days of enactment of this Act. 

Additional Guidance.—The following addi-
tional guidance is included: 

Chlorpyrifos.—The Committees note recent 
court action on the August 2021 rule regard-
ing chlorpyrifos, and direct the Agency to 
provide a briefing on how the Agency is com-
plying with the court’s order within 180 days 
of enactment of this Act. 

Ethylene Oxide.—In lieu of the House and 
Senate directives regarding ethylene oxide, 
the Committees note public concerns about 
ethylene oxide emissions. The Committees 
request a briefing within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act on potential impacts from 
the Agency’s proposed standards. 

Transboundary Watersheds.—The Commit-
tees direct the Agency to continue and ex-
pand its work coordinating with Federal, 
State, local, and Tribal agencies to monitor 
and reduce transboundary mining pollution 
in the Kootenai watershed and other U.S.- 
British Columbia transboundary watersheds. 
The Committees provide $2,000,000 for such 
monitoring, management, and interagency 
activities in U.S.-British Columbia trans-
boundary watersheds. The Committees re-
mind the Agency of the direction in the ex-
planatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 117–103 to brief the Committees on the 
Agency’s progress to document baseline con-
ditions and mining-related impacts, and any 
additional staff or resources needed for this 
project. The Committees direct the Agency 
to allocate these funds in its fiscal year 2024 
operating plan to the appropriate program 
project area for carrying out these activities. 

Small Refinery Relief.—The Committees rec-
ognize that the Renewable Fuels Standard 
[RFS] under Clean Air Act Section 211(o)(9) 
provides that the Agency may exempt small 
refineries from compliance with the RFS in 
certain circumstances and that a small refin-
ery ‘‘may at any time petition the Adminis-
trator for an extension of the exemption for 
the reason of disproportionate economic 
hardship.’’ 

Pre-Commercial Thinning.—The Committees 
recognize that pre-commercial thinning from 
non-Federal forestland that is not eco-
logically sensitive forestland can qualify as 
renewable biomass for purposes of the RFS 
under the provisions detailed in 40 C.F.R. 
80.1401. The Committees direct the Agency to 
support other Federal agencies leading ef-
forts to enhance markets for low-grade and 
low-value wood. The Agency is further di-
rected to brief the Committees on these ef-
forts within 180 days of enactment of this 
Act. 

Hydrofluorocarbons.—The resources pro-
vided include funding for the phase down of 
the use of hydrofluorocarbons. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
The bill provides $43,250,000 for the Office 

of Inspector General. The bill transfers 
$11,328,000 from the Hazardous Substance 
Superfund account to this account. 

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
The bill provides $40,676,000 for Buildings 

and Facilities. 
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $537,700,000 for the Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund account and in-
cludes bill language to transfer $11,328,000 to 
the Office of Inspector General account and 
$30,343,000 to the Science and Technology ac-
count. The agreement provides the following 
additional direction: 

Research: Chemical Safety and Sustain-
ability.—The agreement provides $12,961,000 
for Research: Chemical Safety and Sustain-
ability. The Agency is directed to include 
these funds as part of the transfer to the 
Science and Technology account. 

Research: Sustainable and Healthy Commu-
nities.—The agreement provides $16,937,000 
for Research: Sustainable and Healthy Com-
munities. The Agency is directed to include 
these funds as part of the transfer to the 
Science and Technology account. 
LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST 

FUND PROGRAM 
The bill provides $89,214,000 for the Leaking 

Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund Pro-
gram. 

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS 
The bill provides $20,711,000 for Inland Oil 

Spill Programs. 
STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
The bill provides $4,418,938,000 for the State 

and Tribal Assistance Grants program and 
includes the following specific funding levels 
and direction: 

Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items.—From with-
in funds provided for capitalization grants 
for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
and the Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund, the agreement provides $787,652,267 
from the Clean Water SRF and $631,659,905 
from the Drinking Water SRF for Commu-
nity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending grants for the construction 
of drinking water, wastewater, and 
stormwater infrastructure and for water 
quality protection. 

Infrastructure Projects.—Each project shall 
provide not less than 20 percent matching 
funds from non-Federal sources, unless ap-
proved for a waiver. Applicable Federal re-
quirements that would apply to a Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund or Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund project grant 
recipient shall apply to a grantee receiving a 
Congressionally directed spending grant 
under this section. The Committees note 
that the following funds are to be treated as 
non-Federal funds and can be used to meet 
the non-Federal matching fund requirement: 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, Community Development Block 
Grant Program; U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Rural Development Program; Appa-
lachian Regional Commission grants; and 
Delta Regional Authority grants. Funding 
made available to jurisdictions through the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public 
Law 117–2) is considered Federal funding and 
may not be applied towards the non-Federal 
cost share requirement. 

The Committees remain concerned that 
EPA does not have sufficient resources nec-
essary to expeditiously implement this pro-
gram and fully support recipients as they ad-
dress applicable Federal grant requirements. 
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Accordingly, the agreement provides 
$13,300,000 in funding for salaries, expenses, 
and administration for Congressionally Di-
rected Spending and Community Project 
Funding grants provided in fiscal year 2022 
and fiscal year 2023 and this Act. While the 
Committees appreciate the technical assist-
ance the Agency has provided in recent 
months, the Committees remain concerned 
that more work is needed to resolve the 
Agency’s significant backlog of projects, as 
discussed in the fiscal year 2024 Senate ap-
propriations hearing. Required by a provi-
sion in the bill, the Committees direct the 
Agency to provide a briefing within 45 days 
and a subsequent report within 90 days of en-
actment of this Act proposing efficient solu-
tions for substantially increasing the Agen-
cy’s effectiveness and timeliness in admin-
istering Community Project Funding and 
Congressionally Directed Spending projects. 
This briefing and report must include: ways 
to streamline environmental reviews, addi-
tional statutory authority that may be help-
ful to the Agency, and any additional op-
tions the Agency sees fit to recommend to 
the Committees, other than increased staff-
ing at the Agency. The report must include 
detailed legislative text, including bill lan-
guage, if necessary, for these proposals. 

The agreement further directs the Agency 
to include in the above-mentioned required 
report, a detailed legislative structure to 
allow States to implement and manage Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending grants. The proposed legis-
lative structure must include the following 
elements: allow States to apply or elect to 
manage a project or projects, including 
where recipients of Community Project 
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending 
projects may opt-out of State management; 
align the requirements of the grants man-
aged by the States with those that apply to 
SRF loans; and, an administrative funding 
set-aside for States to utilize when they 
elect to manage projects. 

The Agency is directed to immediately 
begin consulting with the States and Tribes 
on this proposal, solicit their feedback, and 
the Agency is strongly encouraged to incor-
porate State and Tribal feedback into its re-
port and legislative proposal. 

The Agency shall not obligate or expend 
the funding provided for salaries, expenses, 
and administration unless written confirma-
tion is provided by the Committees. If the 
Committees find the report lacking, the 
Committees reserve the right to withhold ap-
proval for obligation until the Agency pro-
vides the Committees with an adequate re-
sponse. The Committees remind the Agency 
of previous commitments to seriously en-
gage with the Committees on finding long- 
term solutions to the growing backlog of 
projects. 

Diesel Emission Reductions Grants (DERA).— 
The Committees support the use of DERA 
funding in transportation electrification 
projects. 

Targeted Airshed Grants.—The Committees 
direct the Agency to follow the directive in 
Senate Report 118–83. 

Wildfire Smoke Preparedness.—The agree-
ment provides $7,000,000 for wildfire smoke 
preparedness grants. These grants shall be 
distributed on a competitive basis to States, 
federally recognized Tribes, public pre- 
schools, local educational agencies as de-
fined in 20 U.S.C. 7801(30), and non-profit or-
ganizations, for assessment, prevention, con-
trol, or abatement of wildfire smoke hazards 
in community buildings, including schools as 
defined in 20 U.S.C. 3610(6), and related ac-
tivities. The Federal share of the costs of 
such activities shall not exceed 90 percent 
except that the Administrator may waive 
such cost share requirement in the case of 

facilities located in economically distressed 
communities. A maximum of 25 percent of 
grant funding under this paragraph during 
this fiscal year may go to recipients in any 
one State. Further, the Committees direct 
the Agency to allow for grants to be made 
for research purposes, in addition to current 
eligibility categories. 

Categorical Grants.—The agreement pro-
vides $1,106,333,000 for Categorical Grants. 
Funding levels are specified in the table at 
the end of this division. 

Categorical Grant: Resource Recovery and 
Hazardous Waste Grants.—The Agency is di-
rected to follow the directive contained in 
House Report 118–155 pertaining to coal com-
bustion residuals and the agreement provides 
$4,000,000 from the Hazardous Waste Finan-
cial Assistance categorical grants program 
project for this purpose. 

Additionally, of the funding provided, 
$5,000,000 is to support post-consumer mate-
rials management or recycling facilities, 
consistent with section 302(a) of the Save 
Our Seas 2.0 Act (Public Law 116–224). 

Categorical Grants: Nonpoint Source Section 
319.—The Committees expect the Agency to 
examine the allocation formula to ensure 
that resources are spent in areas with the 
most pressing need. 

Categorical Grant: Public Water System Su-
pervision.—Of the funds provided, $12,000,000 
is to further support States, Territories, and 
Tribes in addressing PFAS and other con-
taminants of emerging concern as they carry 
out their Public Water System Supervision 
programs. 

PFAS.—The bill clarifies Congressional in-
tent that funding provided in fiscal year 2024, 
including from Public Law 117–58, for grants 
for addressing contaminants under sub-
sections (a) through (j) of section 1459A of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j– 
19a) may be used by a State to provide as-
sistance to benefit one or more owners of 
drinking water wells that are not public 
water systems or connected to a public water 
system for necessary and appropriate activi-
ties related to a contaminant pursuant to 
subsection (j) of section 1459A of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act. In implementing this 
funding, the Committees direct the Agency 
to encourage States to prioritize bene-
ficiaries that make less than the average 
household income for the State. 

Use of Iron and Steel.—The bill includes lan-
guage in title IV general provisions that 
stipulates requirements for the use of iron 
and steel in State Revolving Fund projects, 
and the agreement includes only the fol-
lowing guidance: the Committees acknowl-
edge that the Agency may issue a waiver of 
said requirements for de minimis amounts of 
iron and steel building materials. The Com-
mittees emphasize that any coating proc-
esses that are applied to the external surface 
of iron and steel components that otherwise 
qualify under the procurement preference 
shall not render such products ineligible for 
the procurement preference regardless of 
where the coating processes occur, provided 
that final assembly of the products occurs in 
the United States. 

Regional Water Commissions.—The Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act makes 
clear that regional water partnerships to ad-
dress water shortages are eligible for grant 
funding through the Midsize and Large 
Drinking Water System Infrastructure Resil-
ience and Sustainability Program. 

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND 
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides a total of 
$72,274,000 for the Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The bill continues several administrative 

provisions from previous years. 
The bill includes a provision providing for 

further Congressional oversight. 
TITLE III—RELATED AGENCIES 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 
The bill provides $1,000,000 for the Office of 

the Under Secretary for Natural Resources 
and Environment. 

FOREST SERVICE 
Lake Tahoe Basin.—The Committees direct 

the Forest Service to support the implemen-
tation of Public Law 106–506, as amended, 
and restoration efforts in the greater Lake 
Tahoe fireshed, at no less than the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted levels for hazardous fuels, 
vegetation and watershed, and forest cooper-
ative health efforts. 

White Oak.—The Service shall brief the 
Committees within 90 days of enactment of 
this Act on efforts to develop a strategy to 
regenerate white oak on public and private 
lands which includes monitoring, research, 
and increased private landowner outreach 
and education. 

FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $1,150,000,000 for Forest 
Service Operations. The detailed allocation 
of funding by activity is included in the 
table accompanying this explanatory state-
ment. 

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 
The bill provides $300,000,000 for Forest and 

Rangeland Research. The detailed allocation 
of funding by activity is included in the 
table accompanying this explanatory state-
ment. 

Funding Directives.—The agreement pro-
vides for the following research priorities, 
for which funding of geographically-based 
items is in addition to funds otherwise pro-
vided to individual research units and there-
fore is not to be factored into base alloca-
tions: 

—$3,000,000 to the Joint Fire Science pro-
gram, which combined with funding in the 
Department of Interior provides $6,000,000 in 
total. 

—$5,000,000 to support the Northeastern 
States Research Cooperative consistent with 
the directives contained in Senate Report 
118–83. 

—$2,000,000 for research on forest-based cel-
lulose nanomaterials, including material 
forms, manufacturing processes, and tech-
nology transfer. 

—$4,000,000 for cooperative research to de-
velop new understandings and innovative so-
lutions to address wildfire impacts on for-
ested source water, downstream clean water, 
and water treatability. 

—$3,000,000 for university-led research and 
partnerships to better understand fires in 
the wildland-urban interface, improve work-
force development for wildfire management 
professionals, and improve the safety and ef-
ficiency of wildland firefighting techniques. 

—$500,000 to increase modeling work to 
better understand the upper limit of fish dis-
tribution in the Pacific Northwest. 

—$1,500,000 to continue Forest Products 
Laboratory university partnerships to opti-
mize biomass commercialization, including 
lumber standards, mass timber construction, 
and durability. 

STATE, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL FORESTRY 
The bill provides $303,306,000 for State, Pri-

vate, and Tribal Forestry. The detailed allo-
cation of funding by activity is included in 
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the table accompanying this explanatory 
statement. All funding for specific programs, 
directives, or congressionally directed spend-
ing identified herein is in addition to funds 
otherwise provided to States and regions 
through the formula and competitive grant 
process and therefore is not to be factored 
into those allocations. 

Forest Ecosystem Monitoring Cooperative.— 
Within the funds provided, $1,000,000 is for 
the Forest Ecosystem Monitoring Coopera-
tive consistent with the directives contained 
in Senate Report 118–83. 

Forest Resource Information and Analysis.— 
The bill provides $19,806,000 for congression-
ally directed spending in this program. A de-
tailed list of projects is included in the ‘‘In-
terior and Environment Incorporation of 
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’’ table ac-
companying this explanatory statement. 

Sudden Oak Death.— The Committees ex-
pect the Service to continue these efforts 
and provides $2,000,000 for Sudden Oak Death 
treatments and partnerships with States and 
private landowners. 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 

The bill provides $1,863,557,000 for the Na-
tional Forest System. The detailed alloca-
tion of funding by activity is included in the 
table accompanying this explanatory state-
ment. 

Recreation, Heritage, and Wilderness.—With-
in the funds provided, $1,000,000 is included to 
continue implementation of the Native 
American Tourism and Improving Visitor 
Experience [NATIVE] Act (Public Law 114– 
221); $3,000,000 is included to support infra-
structure and trails development and to 
build the capacity of local user groups and 
partnership organizations for all National 
Recreation Areas administered by the Forest 
Service and established after 1997; and 
$750,000 is for the maintenance of rural air 
strips. 

Fuels Management.—The bill provides 
$175,450,000 for fuels management activities 
and does not transfer the program to 
Wildland Fire Management, as proposed in 
the budget. Of the funds made available for 
fuels management, $15,000,000 is for the Com-
munity Wood Energy Program; $30,000,000 is 
for Wood Innovation Grants; and $6,600,000 is 
provided for the Southwest Ecological Res-
toration Institutes. 

Gila National Forest.—The Committees en-
courage the Forest Service to engage local 
stakeholders such as ranchers and farmers 
during the planning stage prior to carrying 
out species management actions. 

Public Access.—In lieu of House direction, 
the Forest Service shall report to the Com-
mittees, within 180 days of enactment of this 
Act, all trail and road closures in the Cleve-
land National Forest and when available, 
cite reasoning for closures and restrictions 
such as, but not limited to, seasonal closures 
for weather or wildlife habitat, for timber 
harvest or prescribed fire operations, ongo-
ing resource damage, or public health and 
safety concerns. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $156,130,000 for Capital 
Improvement and Maintenance programs. 

Trails.—The bill includes $20,000,000 for 
Trails. Of the funds provided, no less than 
the enacted level is provided for trail oper-
ation, maintenance and construction on Na-
tional Scenic and Historic Trails. 

Construction Projects.—The bill provides 
$5,130,000 for congressionally directed spend-
ing in this program. A detailed list of 
projects is included in the ‘‘Interior and En-
vironment Incorporation of Community 
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-

rected Spending Items’’ table accompanying 
this explanatory statement. 
ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS 

SPECIAL ACTS 
The bill provides $664,000 for the Acquisi-

tion of Lands for National Forests Special 
Acts. 

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND 
EXCHANGES 

The bill provides $150,000 for the Acquisi-
tion of Lands to Complete Land Exchanges. 

RANGE BETTERMENT FUND 
The bill provides $1,719,000 for the Range 

Betterment Fund. 
GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST 

AND RANGELAND RESEARCH 
The bill provides $45,000 for Gifts, Dona-

tions and Bequests for Forest and Rangeland 
Research. 
MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR 

SUBSISTENCE USES 
The bill provides $1,099,000 for the Manage-

ment of National Forest Lands for Subsist-
ence Uses. 

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The bill provides $2,312,654,000 for Forest 
Service Wildland Fire Management, includ-
ing amounts to continue uninterrupted the 
Federal wildland firefighter base salary in-
creases provided under section 40803(d)(4)(B) 
of Public Law 117–58 and maintain current 
firefighting capacity. The detailed allocation 
of funding by activity is included in the 
table accompanying this explanatory state-
ment. 

Firefighting Technologies.—The Committees 
direct the Forest Service to update its proce-
dures and deployment protocols and to con-
sider including Container Aerial Fire Fight-
ing Systems as well as other innovative wild-
fire technologies now available in the United 
States. 

Wildland Fire Suppression Operations.—The 
Committees direct the Forest Service to con-
tinue to perform a post-fire season audit of 
the fire suppression program and timely 
completion of the Annual Report and Large 
Fire Review. 

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE 
FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
The bill includes $2,300,000,000 for the Wild-

fire Suppression Operations Reserve Fund. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES 
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES 
The bill provides a total of $4,948,731,000 for 

the Indian Health Service (IHS) Services ac-
count for fiscal year 2024, which includes 
$56,061,000 to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, to provide for staffing of new 
facilities and $74,138,000 to remain available 
until September 30, 2025, for the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Fund and 
$190,564,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the Electronic Health Record 
System. The agreement also provides 
$4,684,029,000 in advance appropriations for 
the Services account for fiscal year 2025 with 
the exception of funding for Electronic 
Health Records and the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Fund, which continue to re-
ceive an annual appropriation. All programs, 
projects, and activities are maintained at 
fiscal year 2023 enacted levels unless other-
wise specified below. The Service is expected 
to comply with the instructions and require-
ments at the beginning of this division and 
in House Report 118–155 and Senate Report 
118–83, unless otherwise specified below. Lan-
guage contained in the explanatory state-

ment accompanying the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2022 (Public Law 117–103) re-
garding market-specific pay scales, limita-
tions on incentives, tracking improvements 
to patient health, use of accreditation emer-
gency funds, joint venture solicitations, and 
interoperability and compatibility of the 
new electronic health record system with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs system is re-
stated. First aid kit enhancements, as well 
as language contained in the Public Law 116– 
260, Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021, re-
garding the dental health therapist training 
program, is also restated. Additional details, 
instructions, and requirements follow below 
and in the table at the end of this division. 

Advance Appropriations.—The agreement 
provides advance appropriations for the In-
dian Health Services and Indian Health Fa-
cilities accounts totaling $5,190,883,000 for 
fiscal year 2025. Advanced appropriations are 
not provided for the Electronic Health 
Record System, Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Fund, Contract Support Costs, Pay-
ments for Tribal Leases, Sanitation Facili-
ties Construction, and Health Care Facilities 
Construction. Additional details, instruc-
tions, and requirements follow in the table 
at the end of this division. 

Staffing for New Facilities.—The agreement 
includes $56,061,000 for staffing newly opened 
health facilities, which is the full amount re-
quired in fiscal year 2024 based upon updated 
estimates provided to the Committees. 
Funds for staffing of new facilities are lim-
ited to facilities funded through the Health 
Care Facilities Construction Priority Sys-
tem or the Joint Venture Construction Pro-
gram that have opened in fiscal year 2023 or 
will open in fiscal year 2024. None of these 
funds may be allocated to a facility until 
such facility has achieved beneficial occu-
pancy status. As initial estimates included 
as part of the annual budget request are re-
fined, IHS is expected to communicate up-
dated cost estimates to the Committees. 

Hospitals and Health Clinics.—The agree-
ment provides $2,550,514,000 for Hospitals and 
Health Clinics, which maintains funding at 
fiscal year 2023 enacted levels for Alz-
heimer’s activities and the Produce Prescrip-
tion Pilot program. The agreement also con-
tinues funding at the fiscal year 2023 enacted 
levels for the Tribal Epidemiology Center 
Program, domestic violence prevention pro-
gram, village-built clinics, maternal health, 
accreditation emergencies, health informa-
tion technology, healthy lifestyles in youth 
project, and the National Indian Health 
Board cooperative agreement. 

Electronic Health Records.—The agreement 
provides $190,564,000 for Electronic Health 
Records (EHR) to remain available until ex-
pended. The Committees expect the Service 
to provide detailed quarterly progress up-
dates on the obligation and expenditure of 
these funds as well as status updates on 
progress of the Service’s modernization ef-
forts. 

Mental Health.—The bill provides 
$129,765,000 for Mental Health, which con-
tinues funding at fiscal year 2023 enacted lev-
els for the behavioral health integration ini-
tiative, for suicide prevention, and for the 
Telebehavioral Health Center of Excellence. 
The Director of IHS, in coordination with 
the Assistant Secretary for Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse, shall award grants for 
providing services, provide technical assist-
ance to grantees under this section, and 
evaluate the performance of the program. 

Alcohol and Substance Abuse.—The bill pro-
vides $266,636,000 for the Alcohol and Sub-
stance Abuse Programs, which includes sup-
port to existing programs, including, among 
others, culturally adapted treatments for 
substance abuse disorders as outlined in 
House Report 118–155, and the Special Behav-
ioral Health Pilot Program that addresses 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00592 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1687 March 5, 2024 
behavioral health challenges in Indian Coun-
try. In addition, the agreement continues 
the Generation Indigenous, Youth Pilot 
project, and essential detoxification services, 
which shall be distributed as directed in Sen-
ate Report 116–123. 

Purchased/Referred Care.—The agreement 
provides $996,755,000 for the Purchased/Re-
ferred Care program. 

Urban Indian Health.—The agreement pro-
vides $90,419,000 for the Urban Indian health 
program. 

Indian Health Professions.—The agreement 
provides $80,568,000 for Indian health profes-
sions, which includes enacted levels for the 
loan repayment program as well as the 
InMed program, the Quentin N. Burdick Indi-
ans into Nursing, and the American Indians 
into Psychology Programs. 

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS 
The bill continues language from fiscal 

year 2023 providing an indefinite appropria-
tion to fully fund contract support costs, 
which are estimated to be $1,051,000,000 in fis-
cal year 2024. The bill does not include the 
budget proposal to make these costs manda-
tory. 

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES 
The bill continues language from fiscal 

year 2023 providing an indefinite appropria-
tion to fully fund payments for Tribal leases, 
which are estimated to be $149,000,000 in fis-
cal year 2024. The bill does not include the 
budget proposal to make these costs manda-
tory. 

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES 
The bill provides $813,183,000 for Indian 

Health Facilities. The recommendation pro-
vides $506,854,000 in advance appropriations 
for this account for fiscal year 2025 with the 
exception of funding for Sanitation Facili-
ties Construction and Health Care Facilities 
Construction for which $306,329,000 is pro-
vided as an annual appropriation in recogni-
tion of the project-based nature of those ac-
counts. IHS is expected to comply with the 
instructions and requirements at the begin-
ning of this division and in House Report 118– 
155 and Senate Report 118–83, unless other-
wise specified below. Language contained in 
explanatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 116–6 regarding health impacts of inad-
equate sanitation, Mt. Edgecombe, and Alas-
ka facility assessments is restated. 

Staffing for New Facilities.—The agreement 
provides $5,364,000 for staffing newly opened 
health facilities, which is the full amount 
based upon updated estimates provided to 
the Committees. Funds for staffing of new 
facilities are limited to facilities funded 
through the Health Care Facilities Construc-
tion Priority System or Joint Venture Con-
struction Program that have opened in fiscal 
year 2023 or will open in fiscal year 2024. Fur-
ther, the stipulations included in the ‘‘Indian 
Health Services’’ account regarding the allo-
cation of funds pertain to this account as 
well. 

Sanitation Facilities Construction.—The 
agreement provides $123,650,000 for sanitation 
facilities construction. The agreement also 
includes $17,023,000 for congressionally di-
rected spending (CDS) projects as shown on 
the table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment 
Incorporation of Community Project Fund-
ing Items/Congressionally Directed Spending 
Items’’ accompanying this explanatory 
statement. Further, the Committees expect 
IHS to include an updated five-year spend 
plan in fiscal year 2024 for any funds re-
quested. 

Health Care Facilities Construction.—The 
agreement provides $182,679,000 for health 
care facilities construction. The agreement 
directs the Service to report to the Commit-
tees within 90 days of enactment of this Act 

on how these funds will be distributed as 
well as the estimated number of quarters and 
associated costs for new staff quarters at ex-
isting health facilities. 

Facilities and Environmental Health.—The 
agreement provides $303,661,000 for this pro-
gram, which maintains $3,000,000 for prelimi-
nary engineering reports and $3,000,000 to 
provide technical assistance, training, and 
guidance to sanitation operators, families, 
and communities regarding the operation 
and maintenance of water supply and sewage 
disposal facilities as outlined in a re-
programming request by the Service. 

Equipment.—The agreement provides 
$32,598,000 for equipment, which continues 
$500,000 for TRANSAM and maintains the en-
acted levels for emergency generators, as di-
rected in House Report 118–155. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

HEALTH SCIENCES 
The agreement provides $79,714,000 for the 

National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences. The Committees continue the 
$2,000,000 provided in fiscal year 2023 to fur-
ther the Institute’s work on PFAS and other 
contaminants of emerging concern. Further, 
of the funds provided, not less than $1,750,000 
shall be to support risk reduction for Native 
Americans to hazardous metals mixtures 
from abandoned uranium mine waste. 
AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE 

REGISTRY 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
The agreement provides $81,619,000. The 

Committees continue the $2,000,000 provided 
in fiscal year 2023 to further the Agency’s 
work on PFAS and other contaminants of 
emerging concern. 

The agreement continues funding as speci-
fied in Senate Report 118–83. 

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

The agreement provides $4,629,000 for the 
Council on Environmental Quality and Office 
of Environmental Quality. 

The agreement does not include the direc-
tive contained in Senate Report 118–83. 
CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION 

BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill provides $14,400,000 for the Chem-
ical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board. 

OFFICE OF NAVAJO AND HOPI INDIAN 
RELOCATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The bill does not provide new appropria-

tions for fiscal year 2024; however, a total of 
$5,024,000 is made available from unobligated 
balances for fiscal year 2024 operations. 

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA 
NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT 

PAYMENT TO THE INSTITUTE 

The bill provides $13,482,000 for academic 
programs of the Institute of American Indian 
Arts. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides a total of 
$1,090,500,000 for all Smithsonian Institution 
accounts, of which $892,855,000 is provided for 
salaries and expenses. A detailed allocation 
of funding is included in the table at the end 
of this explanatory statement. 

Repressed Cultures Preservation.—The Com-
mittees include only the following language. 
Global conflicts and repressive regimes con-
tinue to threaten cultural and linguistic her-

itage across the world. The Committees ap-
preciate the ongoing and longstanding in- 
person and digital efforts the Smithsonian 
has made to preserve aspects of threatened 
cultures that, once lost, cannot be restored. 

Repatriation of Human Remains.—The 
Smithsonian has one of the largest research 
collections worldwide, including one of the 
world’s largest collections of human re-
mains. Amassed during the 19th and early 
20th centuries, most of the remains of ap-
proximately 30,000 individuals, half of whom 
are Indigenous people, were acquired without 
the consent of the deceased or their family 
members. The Committees direct the Smith-
sonian to act with urgency in correcting 
these past injustices by prioritizing repatri-
ation activities and expeditiously imple-
menting the policy recommendations in the 
January 10, 2024, Smithsonian’s Human Re-
mains Task Force Report. 

FACILITIES CAPITAL 
The agreement provides $197,645,000 for Fa-

cilities Capital. 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The bill provides $174,760,000 for the Sala-

ries and Expenses account of the National 
Gallery of Art, of which not to exceed 
$3,875,000 is for the special exhibition pro-
gram. The distribution of funds among the 
Gallery’s various activities is included in the 
table at the end of this explanatory state-
ment. 

REPAIR, RESTORATION AND RENOVATION OF 
BUILDINGS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The bill provides $34,480,000 for the Repair, 

Restoration and Renovation of Buildings ac-
count and includes funds for the design and 
construction of an off-site art storage facil-
ity in partnership with the Smithsonian In-
stitution. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
The bill provides $32,293,000 for the Oper-

ations and Maintenance account. 
CAPITAL REPAIR AND RESTORATION 

The bill provides $12,633,000 for the Capital 
Repair and Restoration account. 
WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 

SCHOLARS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill provides $15,000,000 for the Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Scholars 
to continue the Federal commitment and 
support operations. 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 

HUMANITIES 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 
The bill provides $207,000,000 for the Na-

tional Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to con-
tinue the important work of the Endowment. 
A detailed breakdown of the funding alloca-
tion is included in the table at the end of 
this explanatory statement. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION 

The bill provides $207,000,000 for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
to continue the important work of the En-
dowment. A detailed breakdown of the fund-
ing allocation is included in the table at the 
end of this explanatory statement. 

COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The bill provides $3,661,000 for the Commis-
sion of Fine Arts. 

NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS 

The bill provides $5,000,000 for the National 
Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program. 
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The agreement provides bill language re-
garding eligibility for grants. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The bill provides $8,585,000 for the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation. 
NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The bill provides $8,750,000 for the National 

Capital Planning Commission, including 
funding for lease costs. 

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
The bill provides $65,231,000 for the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The 
Committees continue funding for implemen-
tation of the Never Again Education Act 
(Public Law 116–141) in order to support and 
strengthen Holocaust education programs. 

PRESIDIO TRUST 
The bill provides $90,000,000 in loan author-

ity for the Presidio Trust. 
WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
A general provision is included in the bill 

continuing the authority for the Commission 
to accept money, in-kind services, and other 
types of support. The Committees under-
stand that no additional funds are necessary 
to support the final World War I Centennial 
Commission activities, and additional funds 
are therefore not provided. 

UNITED STATES SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
The bill provides $15,000,000 for the United 

States Semiquincentennial Commission. 
TITLE IV—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF 
FUNDS) 

The bill includes various legislative provi-
sions in Title IV of the bill. The provisions 
are: 

Section 401 continues a provision providing 
that appropriations available in the bill 
shall not be used to produce literature or 
otherwise promote public support of a legis-
lative proposal on which legislative action is 
not complete. 

Section 402 continues a provision providing 
for annual appropriations unless expressly 
provided otherwise in this Act. 

Section 403 continues a provision providing 
restrictions on departmental assessments 
unless approved by the Committees on Ap-
propriations. 

Section 404 continues a limitation on ac-
cepting and processing applications for pat-
ents and on the patenting of Federal lands. 

Section 405 continues a provision regarding 
the payment of contract support costs. 

Section 406 addresses the payment of con-
tract support costs for fiscal year 2024. 

Section 407 continues a provision providing 
that the Secretary of Agriculture shall not 
be considered in violation of certain provi-
sions of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act solely because more 

than 15 years have passed without revision of 
a forest plan, provided that the Secretary is 
working in good faith to complete the plan 
revision. 

Section 408 continues a provision limiting 
preleasing, leasing, and related activities 
within the boundaries of National Monu-
ments. 

Section 409 restricts funding appropriated 
for acquisition of land or interests in land 
from being used for declarations of taking or 
complaints in condemnation. 

Section 410 continues a provision which 
prohibits no-bid contracts. 

Section 411 continues a provision which re-
quires public disclosure of certain reports. 

Section 412 continues a provision which de-
lineates the grant guidelines for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. 

Section 413 continues a provision which de-
lineates the program priorities for the pro-
grams managed by the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 

Section 414 requires the Department of the 
Interior, Environmental Protection Agency, 
Forest Service and Indian Health Service to 
provide the Committees on Appropriations 
quarterly reports on the status of balances of 
appropriations. 

Section 415 extends certain authorities al-
lowing the Forest Service to renew grazing 
permits. 

Section 416 prohibits the use of funds to 
maintain or establish a computer network 
unless such network is designed to block ac-
cess to pornography websites. 

Section 417 addresses the humane transfer 
and treatment of excess wild horses and bur-
ros. 

Section 418 extends the authority of the 
Forest Service Facility Realignment and En-
hancement Act. 

Section 419 sets requirements for the use of 
American iron and steel for certain loans 
and grants. 

Section 420 provides authority for the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into training 
agreements and to transfer excess equipment 
and supplies for wildfires. 

Section 421 provides a one-year extension 
of the Federal Lands Recreation Enhance-
ment Act. 

Section 422 incorporates Reprogramming 
Guidelines into the Act. 

Section 423 continues a provision author-
izing the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture to consider local 
contractors when awarding contracts for cer-
tain activities on public lands. 

Section 424 extends the authority for the 
Shasta-Trinity Marina fee for one year. 

Section 425 extends the authority for the 
Interpretive Association for one year. 

Section 426 extends the authority for For-
est Botanical Products fee collection for one 
year. 

Section 427 includes certain limitations on 
oil and gas development near Chaco Culture 
National Historical Park. 

Section 428 requires 105(l) Tribal lease pay-
ments to begin no earlier than the date the 
lease proposal is submitted and for the Fed-
eral agencies to consult with Tribes on lease 
requirements. 

Section 429 extends the authority for the 
Forest Ecosystem Health and Recovery Fund 
by one year. 

Section 430 requires the allocation of funds 
from the National Parks and Public Land 
Legacy Restoration Fund and Land and 
Water Conservation Fund. 

Section 431 addresses carbon emissions 
from forest biomass. 

Section 432 addresses the use of small re-
mote incinerators in the State of Alaska. 

Section 433 addresses timber sales involv-
ing Alaska western red and yellow cedar. 

Section 434 provides transfer authority to 
the Federal Highway Administration for the 
National Parks and Public Land Legacy Res-
toration Fund. 

Section 435 continues a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds to promulgate or im-
plement any regulation requiring the 
issuance of permits under Title V of the 
Clean Air Act for carbon dioxide, nitrous 
oxide, water vapor, or methane emissions. 

Section 436 continues a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds to implement any pro-
vision in a rule if that provision requires 
mandatory reporting of greenhouse gas emis-
sions from manure management systems. 

Section 437 continues a provision prohib-
iting the use of funds to regulate the lead 
content of ammunition or fishing tackle. 

Section 438 provides for wildland fire-
fighter pay cap waiver. 

Section 439 provides a technical correction 
to a fiscal year 2023 project. 

Section 440 extends authorization for Alas-
ka Native regional health entities. 

Section 441 requires the Secretary of the 
Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land 
Management, to have analyzed, in consulta-
tion with local elected officials and stake-
holders, action alternatives designed to re-
duce impacts prior to expending any funds to 
grant, issue, or renew a right-of-way for the 
Lava Ridge Wind Project. 

Section 442 requires the Bureau of Land 
Management to prioritize completion of a 
validity determination for any mining 
claims located within the area covered by 
Public Land Order 7921. 

Section 443 extends the existing authority 
for good neighbor authorities for 1 year and 
extends the authority to the National Park 
Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Section 444 establishes a nonrecurring ex-
penses fund for the Forest Service. 

Section 445 continues authorities for the 
World War I Centennial Commission to ac-
cept support from other Federal agencies. 

Section 446 rescinds $94,000,000 from fiscal 
year 2020 and prior discretionary balances, 
including $89,000,000 from the National Park 
Service, Land Acquisition and State Assist-
ance program, and $5,000,000 from the Bureau 
of Land Management, Land Acquisition pro-
gram. 

Section 447 rescinds $350,000,000 from the 
Indian Health Service from section 11001 of 
Public Law 117–2. 

Section 448 rescinds $90,000,000 from fiscal 
year 2023 and prior year balances from the 
Indian Health Service, Indian Health Serv-
ices account, for costs related to or resulting 
from accreditation emergencies. 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024 

State(s) Station or Unit Name Project Funding Amount 

Bureau of Land Management 

AK ................................... Anchorage District .......................................................................................................................... Campbell Creek Science Center Access Repairs—Phase II ......................................................... 2,100,000 
AK ................................... Anchorage District .......................................................................................................................... Glennallen Warehouse Consolidation—Phase II ........................................................................... 2,200,000 
AZ ................................... Gila District .................................................................................................................................... Haekel Road Rehabilitation Chip Seal—Phases IV, V, and VI ..................................................... 3,500,000 
CA .................................. Northern California District, Central California District, and California Desert District ............. California Combined Recreation Repair and Maintenance ........................................................... 5,000,000 
CO .................................. Northwest District .......................................................................................................................... Little Snake Fire Operations Building Replacement and Upgrades ............................................. 5,610,000 
ID ................................... National Interagency Fire Center ................................................................................................... 415-Duane Graves Building Replacement ..................................................................................... 7,000,000 
ID ................................... Twin Falls District .......................................................................................................................... Shoshone Field Office Replacement .............................................................................................. 7,200,000 
MT .................................. Eastern Montana/Dakotas District, North Central District, Western Montana District ................ Montana FY 2024 Recreation, Roads, and Dams Repair Project ................................................. 6,000,000 
NM .................................. Farmington District ........................................................................................................................ Taos Field Office Recreation Sites ................................................................................................. 7,330,000 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

State(s) Station or Unit Name Project Funding Amount 

OR .................................. Northwest Oregon District .............................................................................................................. Northwest Oregon District Wildfire Damaged Recreation Site Repairs ........................................ 11,000,000 
OR .................................. Northwest Oregon District .............................................................................................................. Northwest Oregon District Recreation Site Improvements ............................................................ 3,200,000 
OR, WA ........................... Coos Bay, Lakeview, Northwest Oregon, Prineville, Roseburg, Spokane and Vale Districts ........ Oregon and Washington Recreational Facilities ............................................................................ 9,700,000 
UT ................................... Color Country District ..................................................................................................................... Color Country Administration Facility Replacements and Repairs ............................................... 7,000,000 
WY .................................. High Desert District and Wind River/Bighorn Basin District ........................................................ Wyoming Safety of Dams Repairs and Maintenance—Phase III ................................................. 4,000,000 
WY .................................. High Desert District ....................................................................................................................... Rawlins Barracks Replacement ..................................................................................................... 5,600,000 

Subtotal, Bureau of Land Management Projects .......................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 86,440,000 
Contingency Fund ........................................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 9,343,678 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ....................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 2,850,000 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ............................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 5,415,000 
2024 Sequester .............................................................................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... ¥5,415,000 
TOTAL, Bureau of Land Management ............................................................................................ ......................................................................................................................................................... 98,633,678 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

AK ................................... Alaska Peninsula/Bechar of NWR .................................................................................................. Replacement & Rehabilitation of Refuge Buildings ..................................................................... 7,000,000 
CA .................................. Sacramento NWR Complex ............................................................................................................. Repair Water Management Capabilities & Infrastructure—Phase I ............................................ 8,400,000 
CO .................................. San Luis Valley NWR Complex ....................................................................................................... Rehabilitation of Water Management Infrastructure & Bunkhouse Replacement ........................ 15,400,000 
FL ................................... Crystal River NWR .......................................................................................................................... Replacement of the Three Sisters Spring Bulkhead & Boardwalk ............................................... 8,060,000 
KS ................................... Quivira NWR ................................................................................................................................... Rehabilitation of the Great Plains Nature Center & Deferred Maintenance Retirement at 

Quivira NWR.
11,450,000 

MN .................................. Sherburne NWR .............................................................................................................................. Replacement of the Headquarters & Visitor Center Building ....................................................... 3,720,000 
MO .................................. Swan Lake NWR ............................................................................................................................. Replacement of Office & Retirement of Deferred Maintenance Backlog ..................................... 8,607,000 
NJ ................................... Great Swamp NWR ......................................................................................................................... Replacement of the Great Swamp & Great Meadows Headquarters Buildings ........................... 3,600,000 
OK .................................. Wichita Mountains WR ................................................................................................................... Consolidate and Modernize Public Use Facilities and Improve Recreational Access—Phase III 2,961,000 
WA .................................. Ridgefield NWR .............................................................................................................................. Replace River S Pump and Infrastructure .................................................................................... 5,500,000 
Multiple .......................... National Wildlife Refuges .............................................................................................................. National Maintenance Action Team—Year 4 ................................................................................ 8,000,000 
Multiple .......................... National Wildlife Refuges .............................................................................................................. Salary Funding for Supplemental Conservation Workforce—Year 3 ............................................ 2,000,000 

Subtotal, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Projects .......................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 84,698,000 
Contingency Fund ........................................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 11,085,678 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ....................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 2,850,000 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ............................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 5,415,000 
2024 Sequester .............................................................................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... ¥5,415,000 
TOTAL, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ........................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 98,633,678 

National Park Service 

AK ................................... Katmai National Park & Preserve .................................................................................................. Replace Water Filtration System at King Salmon ......................................................................... 7,938,000 
AZ ................................... Grand Canyon National Park ......................................................................................................... Rehabilitate the North Rim and Roaring Springs Utility Systems ............................................... 180,642,000 
CA .................................. Death Valley National Park ............................................................................................................ Rehabilitate Water and Wastewater Systems at Furnace Creek and Cow Creek ......................... 62,533,000 
CA .................................. Yosemite National Park .................................................................................................................. Rehabilitate El Portal Wastewater Treatment Facility and Administrative Camp ........................ 179,661,000 
CA .................................. Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks ................................................................................... Rehabilitate Water Utility Infrastructure and Upgrade Access to Campgrounds ......................... 35,344,000 
CA .................................. Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks ................................................................................... Rehabilitate Grant Grove Historic Cabins and Shower House and Lodgepole Market ................. 21,590,000 
CO .................................. Curecanti National Recreation Area .............................................................................................. Replace Water and Wastewater Systems at Elk Creek and Lake Fork ......................................... 13,055,000 
CO .................................. Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve ................................................................................ Rehabilitate Park Housing ............................................................................................................. 12,027,000 
DC .................................. National Mall and Memorial Parks ................................................................................................ Rehabilitate Seawalls and Shoreline Landscape—Phase II ......................................................... 38,634,000 
DC .................................. National Capital Parks-East .......................................................................................................... Rehabilitate Urban Recreation Areas ............................................................................................ 11,800,000 
HI ................................... Hawaii Volcanoes National Park .................................................................................................... Rehabilitate or Replace Water Treatment System ......................................................................... 33,599,000 
MA .................................. Boston National Historical Park ..................................................................................................... Rehabilitate Building 107 and Demolish Hoosac Stores Warehouse Building—Phase II ........... 59,392,000 
MD .................................. Hampton National Historic Site ..................................................................................................... Preserve Historic Structures ........................................................................................................... 15,375,000 
MI ................................... Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore ...................................................................................... Rehabilitate Facilities on Manitou Islands .................................................................................... 31,860,000 
MN .................................. Voyageurs National Park ................................................................................................................ Replace Power Distribution Line Connecting Kettle Falls Hotel ................................................... 13,856,000 
MO .................................. Gateway Arch National Park .......................................................................................................... Preserve Features and Systems of the Old Courthouse ................................................................ 17,110,000 
NH .................................. Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park ........................................................................................ Replace Electrical, HVAC, and Alarm Systems, and Rehabilitate Four Historic Structures ......... 14,434,000 
NY .................................. Gateway National Recreation Area ................................................................................................ Rehabilitate Hangars 3 and 4 at Floyd Bennett Field .................................................................. 25,625,000 
OK .................................. Chickasaw National Recreation Area ............................................................................................. Address Critical Repairs in the Platt and Buckhorn Developed Areas ........................................ 38,564,000 
PR .................................. San Juan National Historic Site ..................................................................................................... Repair Historic Walls of Park Fortifications .................................................................................. 41,662,000 
SC .................................. Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National Historical Park ............................................................... Repair or Replace Docks at Fort Moultrie and Liberty Square ..................................................... 38,409,000 
UT ................................... Bryce Canyon National Park .......................................................................................................... Rehabilitate the Main Water System ............................................................................................. 15,326,000 
VI .................................... Virgin Islands National Park .......................................................................................................... Replace Water and Wastewater Systems at Cinnamon and Trunk Bays ..................................... 21,300,000 
WI ................................... Apostle Islands National Lakeshore ............................................................................................... Rehabilitate Waterfront at Little Sand Bay and Devils Island, and Reconstruct Boathouse ...... 17,200,000 
WV .................................. New River Gorge National Park and Preserve ............................................................................... Remove Excess Structures and Abandoned Buildings—Phase II, and Address Deficient Utili-

ties, Historic Structures, and Visitor Facilities.
36,169,000 

Multiple .......................... Maintenance Action Teams at Multiple Parks ............................................................................... Maintenance Action Teams ............................................................................................................ 25,000,000 
Subtotal, National Park Service Projects ....................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 1,008,105,000 
Contingency Fund ........................................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 172,816,491 
FY25+ Project Planning & Compliance ......................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 145,000,000 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ....................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 19,950,000 
Project Management ...................................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 35,000,000 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ............................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 75,810,000 
2024 Sequester .............................................................................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... ¥75,810,000 
TOTAL, National Park Service ......................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 1,380,871,491 

Bureau of Indian Education 

AZ ................................... Navajo Region ................................................................................................................................ Many Farms High School ............................................................................................................... 95,783,678 
Subtotal, Bureau of Indian Education Projects ............................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 95,783,678 
Program Administration (Indirect Costs) ....................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 2,850,000 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ............................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 5,415,000 
2024 Sequester .............................................................................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... ¥5,415,000 
TOTAL, Bureau of Indian Education ............................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 98,633,678 

U.S. Forest Service 

WI, PR, PA, MT, NC ....... R&D Facilities Research and Development Deferred Maintenance .............................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 1,175,000 
MT .................................. Aerial Fire Depot ............................................................................................................................ Missoula Smokejumper Visitor Center Renovation ........................................................................ 1,150,000 
MT .................................. Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest .......................................................................................... Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest Deferred Maintenance ..................................................... 710,000 
MT, SD ........................... Custer Gallatin National Forest ..................................................................................................... Custer Gallatin National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................. 4,640,000 
ND .................................. Dakota Prairie Grasslands ............................................................................................................. National North Country Scenic Trail Deferred Maintenance .......................................................... 130,000 
ID, MT ............................ Flathead National Forest ................................................................................................................ Flathead National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................... 2,857,000 
MT .................................. Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest ....................................................................................... Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................... 4,900,000 
ID ................................... Idaho Panhandle National Forests ................................................................................................. Idaho Panhandle National Forests Deferred Maintenance ............................................................ 4,975,000 
MT .................................. Kootenai National Forest ................................................................................................................ Kootenai National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................... 4,186,000 
MT .................................. Lolo National Forest ....................................................................................................................... Seeley Lake Bunkhouse Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................. 515,000 
ID, MT ............................ Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest ........................................................................................... Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest Deferred Maintenance ....................................................... 2,780,000 
CO .................................. Arapahoe-Roosevelt National Forest .............................................................................................. Arapahoe-Roosevelt National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................... 4,889,000 
WY .................................. Bighorn National Forest ................................................................................................................. Bighorn National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................. 1,900,000 
SD .................................. Black Hills National Forest ............................................................................................................ Black Hills National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................ 1,056,000 
CO .................................. Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests ....................................................... Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests Deferred Maintenance ................... 3,402,000 
CO,WY ............................ Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest ............................................................................................. Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest Deferred Maintenance ......................................................... 2,882,000 
NE .................................. Nebraska National Forest ............................................................................................................... Nebraska National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 590,000 
CO, KS ............................ Pike San Isabel National Forest and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands ................. Pike San Isabel National Forest and Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands Deferred 

Maintenance.
2,522,000 

CO, NM ........................... Rocky Mountain Region .................................................................................................................. Colorado Fourteeners Trail Deferred Maintenance ......................................................................... 661,000 
CO .................................. San Juan National Forest ............................................................................................................... San Juan National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 1,257,000 
WY .................................. Shoshone National Forest .............................................................................................................. Shoshone National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 2,153,000 
CO .................................. White River National Forest ........................................................................................................... White River National Forest Deferred Maintenance ....................................................................... 6,256,000 
AZ ................................... Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest ................................................................................................ Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................... 2,110,000 
NM .................................. Carson National Forest .................................................................................................................. Hopewell Lake Day Use And Campground Renovations & Improvements .................................... 1,090,000 
AZ ................................... Coconino National Forest ............................................................................................................... Coconino National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................... 3,145,000 
AZ ................................... Coronado National Forest ............................................................................................................... Coronado National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 3,625,000 
NM .................................. Gila National Forest ....................................................................................................................... Gila National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................................... 1,100,000 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1690 March 5, 2024 
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

State(s) Station or Unit Name Project Funding Amount 

NM .................................. Lincoln National Forest .................................................................................................................. Cedar Creek Trail Access Capital Improvement ............................................................................ 50,000 
AZ ................................... Prescott National Forest ................................................................................................................. Prescott Trails Maintenance .......................................................................................................... 450,000 
NM .................................. Santa Fe National Forest ............................................................................................................... Santa Fe National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................... 4,170,000 
AZ, NM ........................... Southwestern Region ...................................................................................................................... Southwestern Region Deferred Maintenance ................................................................................. 1,131,000 
UT ................................... Ashley National Forest ................................................................................................................... Uinta Guard Station Rehabilitation ............................................................................................... 100,000 
ID ................................... Boise National Forest ..................................................................................................................... Boise National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................................ 3,446,000 
WY .................................. Bridger-Teton National Forest ........................................................................................................ Upper Green River Corridor Road Improvement Phase One .......................................................... 850,000 
UT ................................... Dixie National Forest ...................................................................................................................... Escalante Ranger District Housing ................................................................................................ 520,000 
UT ................................... Fishlake National Forest ................................................................................................................ Fishlake National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................ 3,989,000 
CA, NV ............................ Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest ................................................................................................. Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................ 4,015,000 
CO, UT ............................ Manti-La Sal National Forest ......................................................................................................... Manti-La Sal National Forest Road and Trail Signage ................................................................. 115,000 
ID ................................... Payette National Forest .................................................................................................................. Payette National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................. 3,000,000 
ID ................................... Salmon-Challis National Forest ..................................................................................................... Boundary-Dagger Road Repair ...................................................................................................... 1,800,000 
UT ................................... Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest ........................................................................................... Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest Deferred Maintenance ...................................................... 8,372,000 
CA .................................. Angeles National Forest ................................................................................................................. Angeles National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................. 2,275,000 
CA .................................. Cleveland National Forest .............................................................................................................. Cleveland National Forest Deferred Maintenance ......................................................................... 4,440,000 
CA .................................. Eldorado National Forest ................................................................................................................ Eldorado National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................... 745,000 
CA .................................. Inyo National Forest ....................................................................................................................... Inyo National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................................... 1,602,000 
CA, OR ........................... Klamath National Forest ................................................................................................................ Forest-Wide Interpretive Signs and Trail Markers ......................................................................... 25,000 
CA .................................. Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit ............................................................................................. Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit Deferred Maintenance ........................................................ 3,160,000 
CA .................................. Lassen National Forest .................................................................................................................. Forest Wide Toilet Replacement ..................................................................................................... 510,000 
CA .................................. Modoc National Forest ................................................................................................................... Modoc National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................... 4,250,000 
CA .................................. Pacific Southwest Region .............................................................................................................. Pacific Southwest Region Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 3,105,000 
CA .................................. Plumas National Forest .................................................................................................................. Fire Detection and Recreation Lookout Deferred Maintenance Upgrades ..................................... 200,000 
CA .................................. San Bernardino National Forest ..................................................................................................... San Bernardino National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................ 430,000 
CA .................................. Sequoia National Forest ................................................................................................................. Southern Sierra Campground and Day Use Site Toilet Replacement and Accessibility Upgrades 100,000 
CA .................................. Shasta Trinity National Forest ....................................................................................................... Harrison Gulch Barracks and Water System Deferred Maintenance ............................................ 3,200,000 
CA .................................. Sierra National Forest .................................................................................................................... Sierra Vista Scenic Byway Rehabilitation Project ......................................................................... 4,400,000 
CA .................................. Six Rivers National Forest .............................................................................................................. Six Rivers National Forest Deferred Maintenance ......................................................................... 1,850,000 
CA .................................. Stanislaus National Forest ............................................................................................................. Barracks Repairs and Retrofitting ................................................................................................. 1,192,000 
CA .................................. Tahoe National Forest .................................................................................................................... Tahoe National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................................ 4,132,000 
OR, WA ........................... Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area ................................................................................. Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Deferred Maintenance ............................................ 3,025,000 
WA .................................. Colville National Forest .................................................................................................................. Colville National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................. 990,000 
OR .................................. Deschutes National Forest ............................................................................................................. Forest-Wide Trail Bridge Reconstruction ....................................................................................... 4,000 
OR .................................. Fremont Winema National Forest ................................................................................................... Aspen Point Campground and Restroom Replacements ............................................................... 2,700,000 
WA .................................. Gifford Pinchot National Forest ..................................................................................................... Gifford Pinchot National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................. 6,218,000 
WA .................................. Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest .......................................................................................... Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest Deferred Maintenance ..................................................... 2,077,000 
OR .................................. Mt. Hood National Forest ............................................................................................................... Zigzag Housing Improvement ........................................................................................................ 2,400,000 
WA .................................. Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest ........................................................................................... Selkirks To Surf: North Cascades Recreation Scenic Corridor ...................................................... 925,000 
OR, WA, ID ..................... Pacific Northwest Region ............................................................................................................... Pacific Northwest Region Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 5,350,000 
OR .................................. Umpqua National Forest ................................................................................................................ South Umpqua Transportation Remediation and Watershed Improvement To Aid In Critical Ac-

cess and Aquatic Organism Passage.
2,000,000 

OR .................................. Wallowa Whitman National Forest ................................................................................................. Scenic Byway Road Pavement Maintenance and Chip Seal ......................................................... 1,720,000 
OR .................................. Willamette National Forest ............................................................................................................. Trail Bridge Replacement Project .................................................................................................. 30,000 
SC .................................. Francis Marion-Sumter National Forest ......................................................................................... Francis Marion-Sumter National Forest Deferred Maintenance .................................................... 8,250,000 
VA ................................... George Washington and Jefferson National Forests ...................................................................... George Washington and Jefferson National Forests Deferred Maintenance ................................. 6,800,000 
KY, TN ............................ Land Between the Lakes ................................................................................................................ Brandon Spring Housing Replacement .......................................................................................... 210,000 
FL ................................... National Forests in Florida ............................................................................................................ Osceola Administrative Office ........................................................................................................ 6,950,000 
AR .................................. Ozark-St. Francis National Forest .................................................................................................. Ozark-St. Francis National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................. 3,050,000 
PA ................................... Allegheny National Forest .............................................................................................................. Allegheny National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 11,700,000 
WI ................................... Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest ........................................................................................... Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest Deferred Maintenance ...................................................... 1,460,000 
MN .................................. Chippewa National Forest .............................................................................................................. Chippewa National Forest Deferred Maintenance ......................................................................... 845,000 
VT ................................... Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests ..................................................................... Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests Deferred Maintenance ................................ 965,000 
MI ................................... Hiawatha National Forest .............................................................................................................. Hiawatha National Forest Deferred Maintenance .......................................................................... 1,815,000 
IN ................................... Hoosier National Forest .................................................................................................................. Hardin Ridge Shower-Bath-Campground Improvement ................................................................. 750,000 
MI ................................... Huron Manistee National Forest .................................................................................................... Pere Marquette Wild and Scenic River Green Cottage Access Improvements ............................. 425,000 
WV .................................. Monongahela National Forest ........................................................................................................ Holcomb Bridge Replacement ........................................................................................................ 685,000 
MI ................................... Ottawa National Forest .................................................................................................................. Nesbit Road Rehabilitation ............................................................................................................ 520,000 
IL .................................... Shawnee National Forest ............................................................................................................... Lake Glendale Phased Rehabilitation Project ................................................................................ 960,000 
NH .................................. White Mountain National Forest .................................................................................................... White Mountain National Forest Deferred Maintenance ................................................................ 355,000 
AK ................................... Chugach National Forest ............................................................................................................... Chugach National Forest Deferred Maintenance ........................................................................... 2,400,000 
AK ................................... Tongass National Forest ................................................................................................................ Tongass National Forest Deferred Maintenance ............................................................................ 23,451,000 

Subtotal, U.S. Forest Service Projects ........................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 233,310,000 
Administrative Funds ..................................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 21,000,000 
Contingency Fund ........................................................................................................................... ......................................................................................................................................................... 41,620,949 
2023 Previously Sequestered Budget Authority ............................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 16,245,000 
2024 Sequester .............................................................................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... (16,245,000) 
TOTAL, U.S. Forest Service ............................................................................................................. ......................................................................................................................................................... 295,930,949 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2023 REVISIONS 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

CA ...................... Tule Lake NWR .................................................................................... Consolidate and Modernize Public Use Facilities, Improve Waterfowl 
Hunting Areas and Improve Recreational Access (rescoped, FY21 
funded project).

1,280,000 

WV ...................... Ohio River Islands National Wildlife Refuge ...................................... Rehabilitation of the Multipurpose Headquarters Building (removal) 0 
Contingency Fund ................................................................................ 3,693,685 

National Park Service 

CA ...................... Golden Gate National Recreation Area ............................................... Stabilize Alcatraz Wharf (rescoped, FY22 funded project) ................. 1,186,279 
ID ....................... Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve, Hagerman 

Fossil Beds National Monument, Minidoka National Historic Site.
Rehabilitate Operational Buildings at Idaho Parks (rescoped) ......... 9,932,000 

U.S. Forest Service 

CA ...................... Angeles National Forest ...................................................................... Angeles National Forest Deferred Maintenance (reduced funding) ... 1,655,000 
CA ...................... San Bernardino National Forest .......................................................... San Bernardino National Forest Deferred Maintenance (added fund-

ing).
365,000 

CA ...................... Inyo National Forest ............................................................................ Day Use Sites Safety and Accessibility Improvements (reduced 
funding, administrative correction).

2,000,000 

CA ...................... Pacific Southwest Region .................................................................... Pacific Southwest Region Deferred Maintenance (additional project, 
administrative correction).

11,840,300 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1691 March 5, 2024 
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2022 REVISIONS 

Bureau of Land Management 

WY ...................... High Desert District/High Plains District ............................................ Wyoming BLM Dam Safety Repairs and Maintenance Projects 
(rescoped).

2,795,000 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

IL ........................ Crab Orchard NWR .............................................................................. Modernize Public Use Facilities, Repair Seismic Issues and Improve 
Recreational Access—Phase I (rescoped, updated name, FY21 
funded project).

350,644 

National Park Service 

CA ...................... Golden Gate National Recreation Area ............................................... Stabilize Alcatraz Wharf (rescoped, FY23 funded project) ................. 39,044,763 

U.S. Forest Service 

AZ ....................... Prescott National Forest ...................................................................... Prescott National Forest Deferred Maintenance (added funding) ...... 972,642.46 
CA ...................... Angeles National Forest ...................................................................... Angeles National Forest Deferred Maintenance (reduced funding) ... 594,000.00 
CA ...................... San Bernardino National Forest .......................................................... San Bernardino National Forest Deferred Maintenance (added fund-

ing).
1,703,000.00 

IL ........................ Shawnee National Forest ..................................................................... Shawnee National Forest Deferred Maintenance (added funding, in-
cludes movement of prior outlayed contingency funding from 
Hoosier as well).

2,232,206.77 

IN ....................... Hoosier National Forest ....................................................................... Hoosier National Forest Deferred Maintenance (reduced funding) .... 283,293.23 
NM ...................... Lincoln National Forest ....................................................................... Lincoln National Forest Deferred Maintenance (reduced funding) .... 43,357.54 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2021 REVISIONS 

Bureau of Land Management 

CA ...................... Central California District ................................................................... Pleasant Valley Pit Campground Maintenance and Rehabilitation ... 147,928 
ID ....................... National Interagency Fire Center ........................................................ 300-Jack Wilson Headquarters Repairs & Uninterruptible Power 

Supply Replacement.
1,009,177 

ID ....................... Twin Falls District ............................................................................... Shoshone Field Office Replacement (rescoped, FY24 funded project) 5,000,000 
MT ...................... Eastern Montana/Dakotas District ...................................................... Stellar Creek Road Repair ................................................................... 468,974 
MT ...................... Eastern Montana/Dakotas District ...................................................... Acton Road Gravel ............................................................................... 237,515 
MT ...................... North Central District .......................................................................... Grub Dam Rehabilitation .................................................................... 1,601,587 
MT ...................... Western Montana District .................................................................... Axolotl Lakes Road Surfacing ............................................................. 438,004 
MT ...................... Western Montana District .................................................................... Beartooth Landing Dock ...................................................................... 30,000 
MT ...................... Eastern Montana/Dakotas District ...................................................... Eastern Montana Dakotas District Fog Seal ....................................... 165,697 
NM ...................... Albuquerque District ............................................................................ Pinon Dam Repairs (rescoped) ........................................................... 986,000 
NM ...................... Las Cruces District .............................................................................. Cox Well and Water System ................................................................ 42,660 
OR ...................... Prineville District ................................................................................. Sunflower Creek Culvert Replacement—Phase II of II ...................... 200,000 
UT ....................... West Desert District ............................................................................ Rosebud Administrative Site Storage Structure Replacement ........... 460,826 
WY ...................... Wind River/Bighorn Basin District ...................................................... Hyattville Logging Road ...................................................................... 887,073 

Contingency Fund ................................................................................ 508,561 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

CA ...................... Tule Lake NWR .................................................................................... Consolidate and Modernize Public Use Facilities, Improve Waterfowl 
Hunting Areas and Improve Recreational Access (rescoped, FY23 
funded project).

9,409,000 

IL ........................ Crab Orchard NWR .............................................................................. Modernize Public Use Facilities, Repair Seismic Issues and Improve 
Recreational Access—Phase I (rescoped, updated name, FY22 
funded project).

24,929,000 

National Park Service 

CA ...................... Yosemite National Park ....................................................................... Repair and Replace 70KV Transmission Line From Parkline to Hwy 
140 Powerhouse.

8,927,052 

DC ...................... National Mall & Memorial Parks ......................................................... Complete Jefferson Memorial Exterior Marble Restoration ................. 3,568,952 
NY, NJ ................ Gateway National Recreation Area ...................................................... Replace Shoreline Stabilization Structures—Phase I (rescoped and 

updated name).
28,287,497 

OH ...................... Cuyahoga Valley National Park ........................................................... Demolish Vacant Excess Structures .................................................... 2,017,532 
.............................................................................................................. Contingency Fund ................................................................................ 4,475,001 

U.S. Forest Service 

CA ...................... Angeles National Forest ...................................................................... West Fork San Gabriel Accessible Fishing Opportunities (removal) .. 0 
CA ...................... Six Rivers National Forest ................................................................... Recreation And Admin Facilities Water Systems Upgrades For Safe 

Water Use (renaming).
0 

CO ...................... Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests ............. Replace Damaged Or Missing Kiosks At Recreation Sites (renam-
ing).

0 

CO ...................... Research and Development ................................................................. Fraser Water Quality Research Weir (added funding) ........................ 624,195 
ID ....................... Idaho Panhandle National Forest ........................................................ Green Bay Campground Improvements (renaming) ............................ 0 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2021 REVISIONS—Continued 

ID ....................... Idaho Panhandle National Forest ........................................................ Toilet Replacements At Recreation Sites Near Coeur D’Alene (re-
naming).

0 

ID ....................... Payette National Forest ....................................................................... Huckleberry Campground Water System Replacement (removal) ...... 0 
ID ....................... Payette National Forest ....................................................................... Krassel Developed and Dispersed Site Deferred Maintenance Project 

(added funding).
225,798 

MT ...................... Custer Gallatin National Forest .......................................................... Pavement Preservation And Replacement: West Yellowstone, Gal-
latin River, Beartooth Mountains, and Ashland (renaming).

0 

ND ...................... Dakota Prairie Grasslands .................................................................. Grand River And Sheyenne District Road Reconditioning, Spot Sur-
facing, And Drainage Repairs (renaming).

0 

ND ...................... Dakota Prairie Grasslands .................................................................. Little Missouri Grasslands Road Reconditioning, Spot Surfacing And 
Drainage Repairs (renaming).

0 

OR, WA ............... Pacific Northwest Region .................................................................... Regional Trail Bridge Replacement And Deferred Maintenance (re-
naming).

UT ....................... Ashley National Forest ......................................................................... Buckboard Waterline Replacement (removal) ..................................... 0 
WY ...................... Bridger-Teton National Forest ............................................................. Forest Vault Toilet Replacement (removal) ......................................... 0 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024 

State(s) Agency—Account—Activity—Project Funding Amount 

Office of the Secretary 

Departmental Operations.
Appraisal and Valuation Services—Federal Lands ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 19,000,000 
TOTAL, Office of the Secretary ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 19,000,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Office of the Secretary ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 19,000,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,083,000 
Total New Budget Authority, Office of the Secretary ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 19,000,000 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (1,083,000) 

Bureau of Land Management 

Land Acquisition.
Acquisition Management ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 8,527,000 
Recreational Access ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 20,500,000 
Inholdings, Emergencies & Hardships .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 9,000,000 

MT ................................. Blackfoot River Watershed ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,200,000 
CA ................................. California Coastal National Monument ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 10,500,000 
ID .................................. Henry’s Lake Area of Critical Environmental Concern and Island Park ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... 7,450,000 
CA ................................. California Wilderness .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4,000,000 
CO ................................. South San Juan Project Area ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 4,500,000 
AZ ................................. Lower Gila Terraces and Historic Trails Area of Critical Environmental Concern ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,500,000 
ID .................................. Sands Desert Habitat Management Area ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,600,000 
UT ................................. Red Cliffs National Conservation Area ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,100,000 

Subtotal, Land Acquisition Projects .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 35,850,000 
TOTAL, Bureau of Land Management ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 73,877,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Bureau of Land Management .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 73,877,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,994,389 
Total New Budget Authority, Bureau of Land Management ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 74,106,192 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (4,224,081) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Land Acquisition ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ ..............................
Highlands Conservation Act (P.L. 108–421) ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 10,000,000 
Land Acquisition Management ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 18,028,000 
Sportsmen and Recreational Access ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 15,500,000 
Inholding/Emergencies and Hardships ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 11,000,000 
Exchanges ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,591,000 
Land Protection Planning .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 493,000 

FL .................................. Everglades Headwaters National Wildlife Refuge and Conservation Area .................................................................................................................................................................................................. 10,000,000 
TX .................................. Attwater Prairie Chicken National Wildlife Refuge ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4,500,000 
Mult. ............................. Dakota Grassland Conservation Area (ND/SD) ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 6,000,000 
Mult. ............................. Great Thicket National Wildlife Refuge (CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI) .............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1,000,000 
ME ................................. Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,500,000 
Mult. ............................. Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge (CT, MA, NH, VT) .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 500,000 
OR ................................. Willamette Valley Conservation Area ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 3,500,000 
CA ................................. Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4,690,000 
AR ................................. Cache River National Wildlife Refuge .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 500,000 
Mult. ............................. Dakota Tallgrass Prairie Wildlife Management Area (ND/SD) ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,000,000 
Mult. ............................. Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge (IA/MN) ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 500,000 
TX .................................. Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,000,000 
PA ................................. Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,000,000 
CA ................................. Grasslands Wildlife Management Area ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,000,000 
CA ................................. Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,000,000 
WA ................................. Willapa National Wildlife Refuge .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 6,000,000 
VA ................................. Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 500,000 
IN .................................. Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,000,000 
Mult. ............................. Bear River Watershed Conservation Area (ID, UT, WY) ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 950,000 
IL ................................... Cypress Creek National Wildlife Refuge ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 500,000 
KS ................................. Flint Hills Legacy Conservation Area ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 500,000 
AK ................................. Alaska Peninsula National Wildlife Refuge .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,200,000 
WY ................................. Wyoming Toad Conservation Area ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1,500,000 
KY ................................. Green River National Wildlife Refuge ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,000,000 
CA ................................. Tulare Basin Wildlife Management Area ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,000,000 
FL .................................. St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1,000,000 
Mult. ............................. Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge (IA, IL, MN, WI) .............................................................................................................................................................................................. 500,000 
TX .................................. Lower Rio Grande National Wildlife Refuge ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,000,000 
Mult. ............................. Middle Mississippi River National Wildlife Refuge (IL/MO) ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 500,000 
OR ................................. Nestucca Bay National Wildlife Refuge ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 500,000 

Total, Land Acquisition ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 62,340,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Fish and Wildlife Service—Land Acquisition .................................................................................................................................................................................................. 118,952,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 6,494,637 
Total New Budget Authority, Fish and Wildlife Service—Land Acquisition ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 119,254,892 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (6,797,529) 
Cooperative Endangered Species Fund.
Species Recovery Land Acquisition ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 14,162,000 
Habitat Conservation Plan Acquisition ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 26,000,000 
Total, Cooperative Endangered Species Fund .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 40,162,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Fish and Wildlife Service—Cooperative Endangered Species Fund ............................................................................................................................................................... 40,162,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,869,600 
Total New Budget Authority, Fish and Wildlife Service—Cooperative Endangered Species Fund .............................................................................................................................................................. 40,606,999 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (2,314,599) 
TOTAL, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 159,114,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 159,114,000 
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

State(s) Agency—Account—Activity—Project Funding Amount 

Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 8,364,237 
Total New Budget Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 159,861,891 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (9,112,128) 

National Park Service 

Land Acquisition and State Assistance.
State Conservation Grants ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 167,197,000 
LWCF Outdoor Recreation Legacy Grants ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 125,000,000 
State Conservation Grants Administration ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 13,347,000 
Use of unobligated balances (non-add) ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... [30,000,000] 
Subtotal, State Assistance ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 305,544,000 
American Battlefield Protection Program (P.L. 113–287) ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 20,000,000 
Acquisition Management ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 16,500,000 
Recreational Access ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 12,000,000 
Emergencies, Hardships, Relocations, and Deficiencies .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5,000,000 
Inholding, Donations, and Exchanges .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 21,645,000 

WY ................................. Grand Teton National Park ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 11,740,000 
AK ................................. Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,050,000 
NM ................................ Valles Caldera National Preserve ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,500,000 
UT ................................. Zion National Park ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,600,000 
Mult. ............................. Battlefield Protection (Various) ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,680,000 
MN ................................ Voyageurs National Park ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,500,000 
WV ................................. Gauley River National Recreation Area ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 920,000 
MO ................................ Ozark National Scenic Riverways .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 975,000 
WV ................................. New River Gorge National Park and Preserve .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 655,000 
MA ................................. Minute Man National Historical Park ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,860,000 
WA ................................. San Juan Island National Historical Park .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 905,000 
MO ................................ Ste. Genevieve National Historical Park ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 430,000 
TN ................................. Obed Wild And Scenic River ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 320,000 
TX .................................. San Antonio Missions National Historical Park ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 1,221,000 
CO ................................. Rocky Mountain National Park ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,000,000 
Mult. ............................. Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area (KY/TN) ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 950,000 
SC ................................. Congaree National Park ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 250,000 
CA ................................. Death Valley National Park ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 500,000 
LA .................................. Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 390,000 
MI .................................. Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,365,000 
Mult. ............................. Missouri National Recreation River (NE/SD) ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 1,855,000 
FL .................................. Big Cypress National Preserve ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 270,000 
FL .................................. Biscayne National Park ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,200,000 
AK ................................. Lake Clark National Park and Preserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 8,044,000 

Subtotal, Land Acquisition Projects .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 49,180,000 
TOTAL, National Park Service ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 429,869,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, National Park Service ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 429,869,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 26,322,828 
Total New Budget Authority, National Park Service ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 427,938,677 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (24,392,505) 

U.S. Forest Service 

Land Acquisition.
Acquisition Management ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 13,861,000 
Recreational Access ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 13,000,000 
Critical Inholdings/Wilderness ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,500,000 
Cash Equalization ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 250,000 

WA ................................. Okanogan-Wenatchee NF I ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 12,000,000 
CO ................................. Rio Grande National Forest ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 8,000,000 
CO ................................. White River National Forest .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,250,000 
MT ................................. Lolo National Forest ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10,500,000 
WA ................................. Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest II ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 7,000,000 
AZ ................................. Prescott National Forest I ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 10,340,000 
GA ................................. Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 3,844,000 
MT ................................. Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest II ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,620,000 
AZ ................................. Coronado National Forest I ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,500,000 
UT ................................. Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4,000,000 
AL .................................. National Forests in Alabama ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 4,150,000 
MT ................................. Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest I ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,927,000 
CO ................................. San Juan National Forest .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 4,000,000 
CA ................................. Shasta-Trinity National Forest ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,000,000 
ME ................................. White Mountain National Forest ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,178,000 
Mult. ............................. Treasures of the Central Appalachians Initiative (NC, TN, WV) .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 11,649,000 
AZ ................................. Coronado National Forest II .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,316,000 

Subtotal, Land Acquisition Projects .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 93,274,000 
Total, Land Acquisition ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 125,885,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Forest Service—Land Acquisition ................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 125,885,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 7,092,966 
Total New Budget Authority, Forest Service—Land Acquisition .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 125,972,464 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (7,180,430) 
Forest Legacy Program.
Administrative Funds .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 8,000,000 

MT ................................. Upper Thompson Connectivity Project .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 7,000,000 
MI .................................. Michigamme Highlands Project .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 15,075,000 
GA ................................. Dugdown Mountain Corridor Stateline Georgia Project ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 17,500,000 
IA .................................. Little Sioux Forest Project ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 4,650,000 
ME ................................. South Branch Forest Project ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,150,000 
VA ................................. Buffalo Mountain Natural Area Preserve Expansion Project ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 9,500,000 
AL .................................. Dugdown Mountain Corridor Stateline Alabama .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,750,000 
NC ................................. Roanoke River Bottomlands Forest Project ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,000,000 
ID .................................. Spirit of Mount Spokane Conservation Project ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5,000,000 
WA ................................. Mt. Adams Forest Project .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 14,000,000 
OR ................................. Tualatin Mountain Forest Project .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 3,630,000 

Subtotal, Forest Legacy Projects ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 84,255,000 
Total, Forest Legacy Program ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 92,255,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Forest Service—Forest Legacy ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 92,255,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4,442,580 
Total New Budget Authority, Forest Service—Forest Legacy ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 93,120,276 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (5,307,586) 
Total, U.S. Forest Service .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 218,140,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, U.S. Forest Service ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 218,140,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 11,535,546 
Total New Budget Authority, U.S. Forest Service .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 219,092,740 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (12,488,286) 

Total, Land and Water Conservation Fund Fiscal Year 2024 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 900,000,000 
Total Net Budget Authority, Land and Water Conservation Fund ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 900,000,000 
Total 2023 Sequestered Budget Authority .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 51,300,000 
Total New Budget Authority, Land and Water Conservation Fund ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 900,000,000 
Total 2024 Sequester .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... (51,300,000) 
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U.S. Forest Service, Land Acquisition 

AL ....................... NFs in Alabama (Alabama’s Wild Wonders I) ....................................................................................................................................................... 614,059 
SC ....................... Sumter (Promise of the Piedmont I) ...................................................................................................................................................................... 1,544,000 
AL ....................... Conecuh National Forest ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 312,341 
SC ....................... Francis Marion and Sumter National Forest ......................................................................................................................................................... 113,000 
SC ....................... Francis Marion and Sumter National Forest ......................................................................................................................................................... 1,343,000 

U.S. Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program 

WA ...................... Yacolt Forest Phase II ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 0 
HI ........................ Hawaii Koa Forest .................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0 
TN ....................... Myers Cove ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,400,000 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2022 REVISIONS 

U.S. Forest Service, Land Acquisition 

FL ....................... National Forests in Florida—Longleaf Pine Restoration Initiative ....................................................................................................................... 17,847,000 
FL ....................... National Forests in Florida (Butler Tract) ............................................................................................................................................................. 1,153,000 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND FISCAL YEAR 2023 REVISIONS 

National Park Service, Land Acquisition 

N/A ..................... Acquisition Management ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 9,500,000 
Mult. ................... Inholdings ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,000,000 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-
GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 
Following is a list of congressional ear-

marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 

this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each House Member, Senator, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of juris-
diction for each item so identified. For each 
item, a Member is required to provide a cer-
tification that neither the Member nor the 
Member’s immediate family has a financial 
interest, and each Senator is required to pro-

vide a certification that neither the Senator 
nor the Senator’s immediate family has a pe-
cuniary interest in such congressionally di-
rected spending item. Neither the bill nor 
the explanatory statement contains any lim-
ited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as 
defined in the applicable House and Senate 
rules. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1867 March 5, 2024 
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT SUBMITTED 

BY MRS. MURRAY, CHAIR OF THE SEN-
ATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 
REGARDING H.R. 4366, CONSOLIDATED 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following is an explanation of the Con-

solidated Appropriations Act, 2024. 
DIVISION F—TRANSPORTATION, HOUS-

ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTIVES 
The joint explanatory statement accom-

panying this division is approved and indi-
cates congressional intent. Unless otherwise 
noted, the language set forth in House Re-
port 118–154 and Senate Report 118–70 carry 
the same weight as language included in this 
joint explanatory statement and should be 
complied with unless specifically addressed 
to the contrary in this joint explanatory 
statement. While some language is repeated 
for emphasis, it is not intended to negate the 
language referred to above unless expressly 
provided herein. In cases where the House 
and Senate have directed the submission of a 
report, such report is to be submitted to both 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations. The Department of Transportation 
[DOT] and the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development [HUD] are directed to 
notify the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations 7 days prior to the announce-
ment of a new program, initiative, or author-
ity. 

OPERATING PLANS AND REPROGRAMMING 
GUIDELINES 

Reprogramming requests must be sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations 
no later than June 30, 2024, and include fund-
ing provided by this act and division J of 
Public Law 117–58, consistent with Senate di-
rection. 

The table in the operating plan required by 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations shall apply to all items for which a 
dollar amount is specified and to all pro-
grams for which new budget (obligational) 
authority is provided, as well as to discre-
tionary grants and discretionary grant allo-
cations. The operating plan must also iden-
tify items of special congressional interest. 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Each DOT and HUD agency is expected to 

comply with report deadlines, as directed by 
the House, Senate, and this joint explana-
tory statement. In lieu of House Section 422, 
DOT and HUD are directed to provide the 
Committee with quarterly written notifica-
tions on the status of pending reports re-
quired by this and prior appropriations acts. 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $191,295,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary [OST], to remain available until 
September 30, 2025. 

Of the total amount, the agreement sup-
ports the funding directives identified in 
Senate Report 118–70 and provides the fol-
lowing levels for each office. 

Agreement 

Office of the Secretary ........................................................... $3,770,000 
Office of the Deputy Secretary .............................................. 1,370,000 
Office of the General Counsel ............................................... 32,272,000 
Office of the Under Secretary for Policy * ............................. 20,064,000 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Budget and Programs 22,724,000 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Government Affairs .... 7,138,000 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Administration ............ 43,284,000 
Office of Public Affairs and Public Engagement .................. 6,244,000 
Office of the Executive Secretariat ........................................ 2,515,000 
Office of Intelligence, Security, and Emergency Response ... 16,506,000 
Office of the Chief Information Officer ................................. 33,879,000 

Agreement 

Office of Tribal Government Affairs ...................................... 1,529,000 

Total .............................................................................. 191,295,000 

* Includes the Office of Multimodal Freight Infrastructure Policy. 

Congressional budget justifications.—The 
agreement reminds OST to delineate the 
funding for salaries and expenses [S&E] and 
number of full-time equivalent [FTE] and 
full-time permanent [FTP] positions sepa-
rate and distinct from the programmatic 
funding, including in the detailed tables in 
the congressional budget justification. This 
shall include all S&E funding and FTE/FTP 
positions provided by administrative take-
downs from any and all budgetary resources. 

Office of Multimodal Freight Infrastructure 
and Policy.—The agreement does not include 
the request of $5,300,000 for the freight logis-
tics optimization works program or expect 
the related briefing. The report on the estab-
lishment of this office, as directed in Senate 
Report 118–70, has been satisfied and is no 
longer required. 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 
The agreement provides $49,040,000 for re-

search and technology, of which $22,500,000 
shall remain available until expended. Of the 
total amount, the agreement provides the 
following levels for specific activities: 

Advanced research projects agency-infrastructure $10,000,000 
[Bridges and other infrastructure research] ......... [8,000,000] 
National laboratory partnerships ........................... 2,500,000 
Position navigation and timing . .......................... Up to 15,000,000 
Tribal traffic fatalities pilot program .................... 2,000,000 

Position navigation and timing [PNT] tech-
nologies and global positioning system [GPS] 
backup.—The agreement continues to sup-
port investment in GPS backup/complemen-
tary PNT technologies and provides at least 
$8,000,000 and up to $15,000,000 in fiscal year 
2024. This amount is in addition to $16,478,374 
in carryover from prior year appropriations. 
This investment will facilitate the wide 
adoption of multiple technologies that pro-
vide the necessary GPS backup and com-
plementary PNT as identified in 2021 in the 
report entitled ‘‘Complementary PNT and 
GPS Backup Technologies Demonstration 
Report’’ [DOT–VNTSC–20–07]. The agreement 
commends the Department for its action to 
ensure cybersecurity and all-hazards resil-
ience, including PNT, are part of the stand-
ard notice of funding opportunity [NOFO] 
language in the Department’s discretionary 
grant programs. As such, the agreement ex-
pects the Department to provide adequate 
notice to its recipients to ensure eligible re-
cipients are informed of the eligible activi-
ties. The agreement expects the Department 
to update the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations of its progress on the com-
plementary action plan within 180 days of 
enactment of this act. 

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $345,000,000 for 
local and regional project assistance grants 
as authorized under 49 U.S.C. 6702, to remain 
available until expended. Of this amount, not 
less than 5 percent is for projects in histori-
cally disadvantaged communities or areas of 
persistent poverty. The agreement directs 
the Secretary to take such measures to en-
sure an equitable geographic distribution of 
funds, an appropriate balance in addressing 
the needs of rural and urban communities, 
including Tribal areas, and the investment 
in a variety of transportation modes. Con-
sistent with 49 U.S.C. 6702, not more than 50 
percent of the funding shall be allocated to 
projects in rural and urbanized areas, respec-
tively. Further, the agreement requires the 
Secretary to consider and award projects 

solely based upon the selection criteria in 49 
U.S.C. 6702(d)(3) and (d)(4). 

NATIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION AND 
INNOVATIVE FINANCE BUREAU 

The agreement provides $9,558,000 for the 
National Surface Transportation and Innova-
tive Finance Bureau, to remain available 
until expended. 

RURAL AND TRIBAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
ADVANCEMENT 

The agreement provides $25,000,000 for the 
rural and Tribal infrastructure advancement 
program as authorized by section 21205 of 
Public Law 117–58, to remain available until 
September 30, 2026. 
RAILROAD REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT 

FINANCING PROGRAM 
The agreement authorizes the Secretary to 

issue direct loans and loan guarantees pursu-
ant to chapter 224 of title 49, United States 
Code. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CAPITAL 
The agreement provides $5,000,000 for the 

financial management capital program, to 
remain available until September 30, 2025. 

CYBER SECURITY INITIATIVES 
The agreement provides $49,000,000 for de-

partmental cyber security initiatives, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025. 

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
The agreement provides $18,228,000 for the 

Office of Civil Rights. The agreement speci-
fies that amounts provided above the fiscal 
year 2023 enacted level are to accommodate 
adjustments to base. 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING, RESEARCH, AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $24,369,000 for 

planning, research, and development activi-
ties, to remain available until expended. Of 
this amount, $5,436,000 is for the Interagency 
Infrastructure Permitting Improvement Cen-
ter and $3,443,000 is for the purposes and 
amounts specified in the table entitled 
‘‘Community Project Funding/Congression-
ally Directed Spending’’ included in this 
joint explanatory statement. Further, the 
agreement directs that the specific funding 
allocated in the table entitled ‘‘Community 
Project Funding/Congressionally Directed 
Spending’’ included in this joint explanatory 
statement shall not diminish or prejudice 
any application or geographic region to re-
ceive other discretionary grants or loans. 

Non-traditional and emerging transportation 
technologies [NETT] council.—The agreement 
provides up to $2,500,000 for the NETT coun-
cil to identify and resolve jurisdictional and 
regulatory gaps or inconsistencies associated 
with safety, environmental reviews, funding, 
and finance. 

Pozzolanic research.—The agreement pro-
vides $300,000 for the office to conduct a re-
port, in coordination with the Federal High-
way Administration [FHWA], on the use of 
pozzolanic concrete in Federal infrastructure 
projects. The report shall include the steps 
taken to assess the durability, strength, cost 
and environmental impacts of pozzolanic 
concrete compared with existing concrete 
products. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement limits expenditures for 
working capital fund activities to 
$522,165,000. 

SMALL AND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS 
UTILIZATION AND OUTREACH 

The agreement provides $5,330,000 for small 
and disadvantaged business utilization and 
outreach, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 
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PAYMENTS TO AIR CARRIERS 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 
The agreement provides $348,554,000 for 

payments to air carriers, to remain available 
until expended, and continues to waive cer-
tain eligibility requirements. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Section 101 prohibits funds available to the 
DOT from being obligated for the Office of 
the Secretary of Transportation to approve 
assessments or reimbursable agreements per-
taining to funds appropriated to the oper-
ating administrations, except for activities 
underway on the date of enactment of this 
act, unless such assessments or agreements 
have completed the normal reprogramming 
process for congressional notification. 

Section 102 requires the Secretary of 
Transportation to post on the Internet a 
schedule of all council on credit and finance 
meetings, agendas, and meeting minutes. 

Section 103 allows the DOT’s working cap-
ital fund to provide payments in advance to 
vendors for the Federal transit pass fringe 
benefit program, and to provide full or par-
tial payments to, and to accept reimburse-
ments from, Federal agencies for transit ben-
efit distribution services. 

Section 104 allows the DOT’s working cap-
ital fund to use certain recoveries from the 
transit benefit program to improve the ad-
ministration of that program. 

Section 105 requires approval from the As-
sistant Secretary for Administration for re-
tention or senior executive bonuses for all 
DOT employees. 

Section 106 requires the DOT’s working 
capital fund to transfer equipment into the 
working capital fund and collect replace-
ment reserve for the equipment equal to the 
useful life and estimated replacement cost of 
such equipment. 

Section 107 requires congressional notifica-
tion before the DOT provides credit assist-
ance under the transportation infrastructure 
finance and innovation act [TIFIA] program. 

Section 108 rescinds previous appropria-
tions. 

Section 109 allows the operating adminis-
trations to transfer funds to the Office of 
Tribal Government Affairs for recipients of 
the Tribal transportation self-governance 
program. 

Section 109A allows the Secretary to trans-
fer and consolidate administrative resources 
for certain programs. 

Section 109B makes funds available to ad-
dress needs for certain projects. 

Section 109C modifies the amount of fund-
ing reserved for planning grants under the 
safe streets and roads for all program. 

Section 109D extends the liquidation of 
valid obligations for one fiscal year for 
amounts made available for the national in-
frastructure investments program in Public 
Law 116–260. 

Section 109E increases the set-aside for 
certain eligible recipients under the national 
infrastructure investments program in Pub-
lic Law 117–58. 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS 

(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement provides $12,729,627,000 for 
the operations of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration [FAA], to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. Of the total amount 
provided, $12,093,150,000 is to be derived from 
the airport and airway trust fund. The act 
distributes funds by budget activity. The 
agreement does not include any specific in-
creases or reductions from the budget re-

quest and does not include the directives in 
House Report 118–154 under the heading 
‘‘Staff offices reductions.’’ 

Aviation safety.—Increased funding and 
staffing provided by this act for aviation 
safety shall be prioritized to improve the 
FAA’s surveillance of production and manu-
facturing activities as well as air carrier 
maintenance resulting from the grounding 
and recent events involving the Boeing 737–9 
MAX aircraft. 

Aircraft certification service.—The agree-
ment includes not less than $351,373,000 for 
aircraft certification service and includes 
the directives included under this heading in 
Senate Report 118–70. 

Independent study on a future state of type 
certification processes.—The agreement in-
cludes the directives in Senate Report 118–70 
under this heading, but does not include the 
amounts provided in House Report 118–154 
under the heading ‘‘Certification study.’’ 

Commercial space.—Within funding provided 
for commercial space activities, the agree-
ment does not include amounts in House Re-
port 118–154 for launch and reentry licensing 
processes, but directs the FAA to dedicate 
resources to improve these processes. 

Flight standards certification services over-
sight process.—Within amounts provided, the 
agreement directs the FAA to continue ef-
forts to eliminate the backlog of applica-
tions in the certification services oversight 
process [CSOP] list and to brief the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
within 90 days after the enactment of this 
act on the staffing allocated to Part 135 and 
other CSOP-listed applications, the size of 
the backlogs, the pace at which applications 
are currently processed, and the steps the 
FAA will take to provide a more timely 
process. 

Enhanced remote digital tower certification.— 
The agreement amends the frequency of re-
ports required in House Report 118–154 under 
this heading and instead directs the FAA to 
provide a report to the Committees by De-
cember 31, 2024. 

Airport fees on transportation network com-
panies [TNCs].—The agreement amends the 
direction required in House Report 118–154 
under this heading, and instead directs the 
FAA to use funding from within the airport 
cooperative research program to update its 
research on TNCs and fee setting at airports, 
survey of airport ground transportation 
laws, and best practices on ground transpor-
tation. 

FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement provides $3,191,250,000 for 
facilities and equipment. Of the total 
amount available, $634,739,370 is for per-
sonnel and related expenses and available 
until September 30, 2025; $2,496,360,630 is 
available until September 30, 2026; and 
$60,150,000 is for terminal facilities and is 
available until September 30, 2028. 

The table below provides allocations of 
funds for FAA facilities and equipment from 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
[IIJA] for fiscal year 2024, which are subject 
to section 405 of this act: 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR FAA FACILITIES AND EQUIP-
MENT FROM THE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND 
JOBS ACT—FISCAL YEAR 2024 

Agreement 

Terminal and En Route Air Traffic Control Facilities— 
Replace ........................................................................ $585,000,000 

Unstaffed Infrastructure Sustainment and Real Property 
Disposition . ................................................................ 40,000,000 

Electrical Power System—Sustain/Support and Fuel 
Storage Tank Replacement and Management ............ 90,000,000 

Hazardous Materials Management and National Air-
space System [NAS] Facilities, OSHA, and Environ-
mental Standards Compliance .................................... 45,000,000 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR FAA FACILITIES AND EQUIP-
MENT FROM THE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND 
JOBS ACT—FISCAL YEAR 2024—Continued 

Agreement 

Navigation, Landing and Lighting ................................... 40,000,000 
Personnel and Related Expenses ..................................... 200,000,000 

Total ........................................................................ 1,000,000,000 

The table below provides details by activ-
ity for FAA facilities and equipment from 
funds made available under this heading in 
this act: 

Facilities and Equipment Agreement 

Activity 1—Engineering, Development, Test and Eval-
uation: 
Advanced Technology Development and Prototyping .. $32,718,000 
William J. Hughes Technical Center Laboratory 

Sustainment ............................................................ 16,055,000 
William J. Hughes Technical Center Infrastructure 

Sustainment ............................................................ 9,500,000 
NextGen—Separation Management Portfolio .............. 13,680,000 
NextGen—Traffic Flow Management Portfolio ............ 9,500,000 
NextGen—On Demand NAS Portfolio .......................... 8,075,000 
NextGen—NAS Infrastructure Portfolio ....................... 11,400,000 
NextGen—Support Portfolio ........................................ 4,750,000 
NextGen—Unmanned Aircraft Systems [UAS] ............ 13,300,000 
NextGen—Enterprise, Concept Development, Human 

Factors, & Demonstrations Portfolio ....................... 10,450,000 

Total Activity 1 ........................................................ 129,428,000 
Activity 2—Air Traffic Control Facilities and Equip-

ment: 
a. En Route Programs 

En Route Automation Modernization [ERAM]—System 
Enhancements and Tech Refresh ........................... 80,000,000 

Next Generation Weather Radar [NEXRAD] ................. 3,000,000 
Air Route Traffic Control Center [ARTCC] & Com-

bined Control Facility [CCF] Building Improve-
ments ...................................................................... 39,900,000 

Air/Ground Communications Infrastructure ................ 5,700,000 
Air Traffic Control En Route Radar Facilities Im-

provements .............................................................. 5,977,630 
Oceanic Automation System ........................................ 6,550,000 
Next Generation Very High Frequency Air/Ground 

Communications [NEXCOM] .................................... 64,000,000 
System-Wide Information Management ...................... 66,500,000 
ADS–B NAS Wide Implementation ............................... 138,400,000 
Air Traffic Management Implementation Portfolio ...... 30,000,000 
Time Based Flow Management Portfolio ..................... 30,000,000 
NextGen Weather Processor ......................................... 48,700,000 
Data Communications in Support of NextGen Air 

Transportation System ............................................ 69,950,000 
Offshore Automation .................................................... 59,600,000 
Reduced Oceanic Separation ...................................... 2,000,000 
En Route Service Improvements ................................. 2,000,000 
Commercial Space Integration .................................... 1,000,000 

Subtotal En Route Programs .................................. 653,277,630 
b. Terminal Programs 

Standard Terminal Automation Replacement System 
[STARS] [TAMR Phase 1] ........................................ 90,100,000 

Terminal Automation Program .................................... 5,100,000 
Terminal Air Traffic Control Facilities—Replace ....... 20,150,000 
ATCT/Terminal Radar Approach Control [TRACON] Fa-

cilities—Improve .................................................... 40,000,000 
NAS Facilities OSHA and Environmental Standards 

Compliance ............................................................. 24,200,000 
Integrated Display System [IDS] ................................. 55,250,000 
Terminal Flight Data Manager [TFDM] ....................... 65,200,000 
Performance Based Navigation Support Portfolio ....... 8,000,000 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems [UAS] Implementation ... 5,000,000 
Airport Ground Surveillance Portfolio .......................... 48,200,000 
Terminal and EnRoute Surveillance Portfolio ............. 107,300,000 
Terminal and EnRoute Voice Switch and Recorder 

Portfolio ................................................................... 70,000,000 
Enterprise Information Platform .................................. 11,000,000 
Remote Towers ............................................................ 2,000,000 

Subtotal Terminal Programs ................................... 551,500,000 
c. Flight Service Programs 

Future Flight Services Program ................................... 1,500,000 
Alaska Flight Service Facility Modernization [AFSFM] 2,700,000 
Weather Camera Program ........................................... 3,000,000 
Weather Systems Portfolio ........................................... 25,300,000 

Subtotal Flight Service Programs ........................... 32,500,000 
d. Landing and Navigational Aids Program 

Very High Frequency [VHF] Omnidirectional Radio 
Range [VOR] Minimum Operating Network [MON] 6,000,000 

Wide Area Augmentation System [WAAS] for GPS ...... 92,100,000 
Instrument Flight Procedures Automation [IFPA] ....... 2,000,000 
Runway Safety Areas—Navigational Mitigation ......... 1,000,000 
Landing and Lighting Portfolio ................................... 60,000,000 
Distance Measuring Equipment [DME], Very High 

Frequency [VHF] Omni-Directional Range [VOR], 
Tactical Air Navigation [TACAN] [DVT] 
Sustainment Portfolio ............................................. 5,000,000 

Subtotal Landing and Navigational Aids Programs 166,100,000 
e. Other ATC Facilities Programs 

Fuel Storage Tank Replacement and Management .... 5,000,000 
Unstaffed Infrastructure Sustainment ........................ 39,000,000 
Aircraft Replacement and Related Equipment Pro-

gram ........................................................................ 62,000,000 
Airport Cable Loop Systems—Sustained Support ...... 10,000,000 
Alaskan Satellite Telecommunications Infrastructure 

[ASTI] ....................................................................... 750,000 
Real Property Disposition ............................................ 6,000,000 
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Facilities and Equipment Agreement 

Electrical Power Systems—Sustain/Support .............. 99,300,000 
Energy Management and Compliance [EMC] ............. 5,355,000 
Child Care Center Sustainment .................................. 1,600,000 
FAA Telecommunications Infrastructure ...................... 322,250,000 
Operational Analysis and Reporting Systems ............. 3,000,000 

Subtotal Other ATC Facilities Programs ................. 554,255,000 

Total Activity 2 ............................................... 1,957,632,630 
Activity 3—Non-Air Traffic Control Facilities and 

Equipment: 
a. Support Equipment 

Hazardous Materials Management .............................. 20,000,000 
Aviation Safety Analysis System [ASAS] ..................... 28,000,000 
NAS Recovery Communications [RCOM] ..................... 12,000,000 
Facility Security Risk Management ............................. 18,000,000 
Information Security .................................................... 32,000,000 
System Approach for Safety Oversight [SASO] ........... 21,000,000 
NextGen System Safety Management Portfolio ........... 6,000,000 
National Test Equipment Program .............................. 3,000,000 
Mobile Assets Management Program .......................... 2,400,000 
Configuration, Logistics, and Maintenance Resource 

Solutions [CLMRS] .................................................. 26,800,000 
Tower Simulation Systems [TSS]/Tower Training 

Stimulator [TTS] ...................................................... 6,000,000 

Subtotal Support Equipment .................................. 175,200,000 
b. Training, Equipment and Facilities 

Aeronautical Center Infrastructure Sustainment ........ 39,000,000 
Distance Learning ....................................................... 1,000,000 

Subtotal Training, Equipment and Facilities ......... 40,000,000 

Total Activity 3 ............................................... 215,200,000 
Activity 4—Facilities and Equipment Mission Support: 

System Engineering and Development Support .......... 36,500,000 
Program Support Leases ............................................. 45,000,000 
Logistics and Acquisition Support Services ................ 12,000,000 
Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center Leases ................ 16,400,000 
Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center Vertiport Con-

struction .................................................................. 6,000,000 
Transition Engineering Support ................................... 17,000,000 
Technical Support Services Contract [TSSC] .............. 28,000,000 
Resource Tracking Program [RTP] .............................. 9,000,000 
Center for Advanced Aviation System Development 

[CAASD] ................................................................... 55,000,000 
Aeronautical Information Management Program ........ 29,350,000 

Total Activity 4 ........................................................ 254,250,000 
Activity 5—Personnel and Related Expenses: 

Personnel and Related Expenses ................................ 634,739,370 

Total, All Activities ......................................... 3,191,250,000 

Aeronautical center infrastructure 
sustainment.—The agreement provides 
$19,000,000 above the budget request for this 
budget line item for air traffic and technical 
operations training laboratory enhance-
ments, including an additional en route au-
tomation modernization lab and a com-
plementary technical operations laboratory. 
These enhancements will increase through-
put for air traffic control trainees at the 
Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center [the 
Center] and allow the FAA to hire more than 
the current maximum of 1,800 trainees per 
year. 

Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center vertiport 
construction.—The agreement provides 
$6,000,000 to establish an electric vertical 
take-off and landing [eVTOL] vertiport at 
the Center. These enhancements are in lieu 
of amounts provided in House Report 118–154 
to establish up to four vertiports. 

Notice to air missions [NOTAM] system.—The 
agreement provides $29,350,000 for the aero-
nautical information management program, 
which includes NOTAM sustainment, en-
hancements, and modernization in support of 
the NOTAM Improvement Act of 2023 (49 
U.S.C. 40101 note). The agreement also di-
rects the FAA to complete implementation 
of a single NOTAM system as soon as pos-
sible and take the necessary steps to imple-
ment phase 2 prior to 2027. 

High growth, multiuse airports.—The agree-
ment modifies the directive in House Report 
118–154 to also direct the FAA to prioritize 
for expedited review and approval applica-
tions for new air traffic control towers where 
a mobile air traffic control tower currently 
exists. 

Airport ground surveillance portfolio.—The 
agreement directs the FAA to provide the 
briefing required by Senate Report 118–70 
under this heading and amends the directive 
under the same header in House Report 118– 
154 to instead provide a briefing. The agree-

ment also provides an increase of $15,000,000 
above the request. Of this increase, 
$10,000,000 shall be to deploy the display of 
airport surface traffic to air traffic control-
lers in towers at airports that do not cur-
rently have a surface surveillance system. 
The program will identify commercially 
available solutions to be placed on a quali-
fied product list. This increase also includes 
$5,000,000 to accelerate the deployment of 
runway incursion devices that provide a vis-
ual and aural alert to controllers when a 
runway is not available for departing or 
landing aircraft. 

Major capital programs.—The agreement di-
rects the FAA to notify the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations within 30 
business days of the Joint Resources Council 
establishing a baseline for previously ap-
proved projects or making acquisition pro-
gram baseline changes that alter program 
performance, cost, or schedule baseline. 

RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVELOPMENT 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement provides $280,000,000 for the 
FAA’s research, engineering, and develop-
ment activities, to remain available until 
September 30, 2026. 

The following table provides amounts for 
budget line items under this heading: 

Research, Engineering & Development Agreement 

Fire Research and Safety ................................................ $7,136,000 
Propulsion and Fuel Systems .......................................... 4,000,000 
Advanced Materials/Structural Safety ............................. 14,720,000 
Aircraft Icing .................................................................... 2,472,000 
Digital System Safety ...................................................... 3,689,000 
Continued Air Worthiness ................................................ 8,425,000 
Flight deck/Maintenance/System Integration Human 

Factors ......................................................................... 14,301,000 
System Safety Management/Terminal Area Safety .......... 9,252,000 
Air Traffic Control/Technical Operations Human Factors 5,911,000 
Aeromedical Research ...................................................... 10,000,000 
Weather Program ............................................................. 14,786,000 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems [UAS] Research .................. 31,128,000 
Alternative Fuels for General Aviation ............................. 11,201,000 
Commercial Space Transportation Safety ....................... 2,000,000 
NextGen Wake Turbulence ................................................ 3,728,000 
Information/Cyber Security ............................................... 5,707,000 
Environment & Energy ..................................................... 21,000,000 
NextGen—Environmental Research—Aircraft Tech-

nologies and Fuels ...................................................... 68,000,000 
System Planning and Resource Management ................. 5,097,000 
Aviation Grant Management and Sec. 625 Workforce 

Development ................................................................ 20,000,000 
Women in Aviation and Pilot Shortage Study ................. 5,000,000 
William J. Hughes Technical Center Laboratory Facilities 5,447,000 
Aviation Accessibility Research ....................................... 2,000,000 
Aircraft Radio Altimeter Development, Testing, and Cer-

tification ...................................................................... 5,000,000 
Total ........................................................................ 280,000,000 

UAS research.—The agreement provides 
$10,000,000 to support counter-UAS research, 
development, testing and evaluation, con-
sistent with direction in House Report 118– 
154, with the exception of the direction to es-
tablish a ‘‘program’’ to carry out these ac-
tivities. 

Radio altimeters.—The agreement includes 
$5,000,000 to accelerate testing, certification, 
and implementation of radio altimeter capa-
bilities, consistent with House Report 118– 
154, with the exception of the direction to es-
tablish a ‘‘program’’ to advance these ef-
forts. 

Aviation workforce development.—The agree-
ment includes $20,000,000 for aviation work-
force development programs, as directed by 
Senate Report 118–70. 

Workforce report.—The agreement directs 
the Secretary to submit a report to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions on whether, and the degree to which, 
the FAA’s workforce development programs 
authorized in section 625 of the FAA Reau-
thorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–254) 
have: (1) helped to expand the pool of pro-
spective personnel to the industry; (2) 
strengthened aviation programs at minority 
serving institutions, public institutions of 
higher education, women-focused institu-

tions, and public postsecondary vocational 
institutions; and (3) encouraged the partici-
pation of populations that are underrep-
resented in the aviation workforce, including 
women, minorities, and individuals in eco-
nomically disadvantaged geographic areas 
and rural communities. The report shall also 
provide recommendations on how the section 
625 grant programs can be used to address 
these issues. 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(AIRPORT AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides an obligation limi-

tation of $3,350,000,000 and a liquidating cash 
appropriation of $3,350,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. Within the obliga-
tion limitation, the agreement provides not 
less than $152,148,000 for administrative ex-
penses, $15,000,000 for the airport cooperative 
research program, $41,801,000 for airport 
technology research, and $10,000,000 for the 
small community air service development 
program. 

Zero-emission vehicle [ZEV] and voluntary 
airport low emissions [VALE] programs.—The 
agreement directs the FAA to provide not 
less than $25,000,000 for ZEV and VALE eligi-
ble projects at any commercial service air-
port, using funds under this heading, instead 
of direction in Senate Report 118–70 to use 
general funds for this purpose. The agree-
ment directs the FAA to actively engage 
with airport sponsors at major hubs to iden-
tify projects suitable for the VALE program, 
such as energy efficiency, energy resiliency, 
and renewable energy projects that would 
help prevent power disruptions or outages. 
Further, the agreement includes no less than 
$5,000,000 for eligible hydrogen and fuel cell- 
related activities through the ZEV and 
VALE programs. 

Airport environmental mitigation.—The 
agreement provides no less than $5,000,000 to: 
(1) fund demonstration projects for airports 
to collect and remove uncontained contami-
nants caused by aqueous film forming foam 
[AFFF] and other polyflourinated substances 
[PFAS] waste resulting solely from aviation 
operations, and (2) to field test and measure 
lab-proven, innovative destruction tech-
nologies, including Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act-permitted incineration in 
order to measurably reduce and mitigate the 
aviation impacts of PFAS and AFFF sub-
stances on surface and groundwater quality 
at the airport or within five miles of the air-
port. 

GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS 
The agreement provides $532,392,074 in new 

budget authority for additional discre-
tionary grants for airport construction 
projects, of which $482,392,074 is for the pur-
poses and amounts specified in the table en-
titled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’’ included in 
this joint explanatory statement. Funding 
allocated for Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending shall not 
diminish or prejudice the application of a 
specific airport or geographic region to re-
ceive other airport improvement program 
[AIP] discretionary grants or multi-year let-
ters of intent. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

Section 110 allows no more than 600 tech-
nical staff-years at the center for advanced 
aviation systems development. 

Section 111 prohibits funds for adopting 
guidelines or regulations requiring airport 
sponsors to provide FAA ‘‘without cost’’ 
building construction or space. 
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Section 112 allows reimbursement for fees 

collected and credited under 49 U.S.C. 45303. 
Section 113 allows reimbursement of funds 

for providing technical assistance to foreign 
aviation authorities to be credited to the op-
erations account. 

Section 114 prohibits funds for Sunday pre-
mium pay unless work was actually per-
formed on a Sunday. 

Section 115 prohibits funds from being used 
to buy store gift cards with government- 
issued credit cards. 

Section 116 requires the Administrator to 
block the identifying information of an 
owner or operator’s aircraft in any flight 
tracking display to the public upon the re-
quest of an owner or operator. 

Section 117 prohibits funds for salaries and 
expenses of more than nine political and 
Presidential appointees in the FAA. 

Section 118 prohibits funds to increase fees 
under 49 U.S.C. 44721 until the FAA provides 
a report to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations that justifies all fees 
related to aeronautical navigation products 
and explains how such fees are consistent 
with executive order no. 13642. 

Section 119 requires the FAA to notify the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions at least 90 days before closing a re-
gional operations center or reducing the 
services provided. 

Section 119A prohibits funds from being 
used to change weight restrictions or prior 
permission rules at Teterboro Airport in New 
Jersey. 

Section 119B prohibits funds from being 
used to withhold from consideration and ap-
proval of certain applications for participa-
tion in the contract tower program, or for 
certain reevaluations of cost-share program 
participation. 

Section 119C prohibits funds from being 
used to open, close, redesignate, or reorga-
nize a regional office, the aeronautical cen-
ter, or the technical center subject to the 
normal reprogramming requirements out-
lined under section 405 of this act. 

Section 119D improves the efficiency of the 
FAA franchise fund. 

Section 119E provides restrictions on the 
use of the authorities under 49 U.S.C. 44502(e) 
to transfer certain air traffic systems or 
equipment to the FAA. 

Section 119F allows the transfer of funds 
from the ‘‘Grants-in-Aid for Airports’’ ac-
count to reimburse airports affected by tem-
porary flight restrictions for residences of 
the president. 

Section 119G rescinds certain unobligated 
funds. 

Section 119H prohibits the FAA from al-
lowing the assignment of individuals from 
private sector organizations to serve in the 
FAA on a temporary basis. 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement limits obligations for the 
administrative expenses of the FHWA to 
$486,799,671, of which $3,248,000 is for the ad-
ministrative expenses of the Appalachian 
Regional Commission. 

FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement limits obligations for the 
Federal-aid highways program to 
$60,095,782,888 in fiscal year 2024. 

Truck size and weight research.—The agree-
ment directs the FHWA to brief the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
within 60 days of enactment of this act on 
the status of the implementation plan for 

the research outlined in the Transportation 
Research Board’s truck size and weight re-
search plan, including any reasons for delay 
of delivery of such plan, and proposals for 
progress on delivery of such plan. 

Federal-aid highway apportionments.—The 
agreement does not include the directive to 
the GAO to conduct the study included under 
this heading in Senate Report 118–70. 

Unobligated balances.—The agreement di-
rects the FHWA to submit a list of all unob-
ligated balances of contract authority and 
budget authority as of September 30, 2023, to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations by March 31, 2024, and provide an 
annual update with each year’s President’s 
budget request. The list of unobligated bal-
ances shall include the account name, pro-
gram name, Treasury account symbol, 
amounts available, date of most recent obli-
gation, and any other information that will 
help the Committees determine the status of 
all unobligated balances. Upon submitting 
the initial list on March 31, 2024, the FHWA 
shall solicit feedback from State DOTs to 
identify any amounts allocated to a specific 
State that the State DOT does not intend to 
obligate. The FHWA shall submit a list of 
such amounts to the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations by October 1, 2024, 
including a list of State DOTs that did not 
provide feedback in a reasonable amount of 
time. 

Evacuation route planning.—The Secretary 
of Transportation, in consultation with the 
Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, shall develop and pub-
lish guidelines and best practices for States, 
Indian Tribes, and units of local government 
to use when conducting local emergency 
evacuation route planning, including routing 
of emergency response supplies, equipment, 
and workers, as part of natural disaster pre-
paredness efforts. 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement provides a liquidating cash 
appropriation of $60,834,782,888, which is 
available until expended, to pay the out-
standing obligations of the various highway 
programs at the levels provided in this act 
and prior appropriations acts. 

HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $2,224,676,687 from 
the general fund. Of the total amount, the 
agreement provides $1,884,176,687 for the pur-
poses and amounts specified in the table en-
titled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’’ included in 
this joint explanatory statement; $100,000,000 
for the Appalachian development highway 
system; $150,000,000 for the Tribal transpor-
tation program; $5,000,000 to be transferred 
to the Northern Border Regional Commis-
sion; $18,000,000 to be transferred to the 
Denali Commission; $10,000,000 for the re-
gional infrastructure accelerator demonstra-
tion program; $7,500,000 for the national sce-
nic byways program; and $50,000,000 for a 
competitive bridge bundling grant program. 
An additional $200,000,000 is provided for this 
bridge program in section 126 from 
repurposed unobligated balances of TIFIA 
contract authority. 

Regional infrastructure accelerator [RIA] 
demonstration program.—The agreement di-
rects the Department to select at least one 
accelerator for the RIA demonstration pro-
gram that serves a multi-State region and 
that supports at least one project focused on 
public and private clean energy investments 
in the nation’s intermodal freight and logis-
tics networks, including efforts to reduce air 
emissions from commercial vehicles that ac-
cess ports and long haul commercial vehi-
cles. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

Section 120 distributes the Federal-aid 
highways program obligation limitation. 

Section 121 allows funds received by the 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics from the 
sale of data products to be credited to the 
Federal-aid highways account. 

Section 122 provides requirements for any 
waiver of Buy America Act requirements. 

Section 123 requires 60-day notification to 
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations for any grants awarded under 23 
U.S.C. 117. 

Section 124 allows State DOTs to repurpose 
certain highway project funding within 25 
miles of its original designation. 

Section 125 rescinds certain unobligated 
funds. 

Section 126 repurposes unobligated funds 
for a new activity. 

FEDERAL MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY OPERATIONS AND 
PROGRAMS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement includes a liquidating cash 
appropriation of $346,000,000 and a limitation 
on obligations of $411,000,000 for the oper-
ations and programs of the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration [FMCSA]. Of 
this limitation, $14,073,000 is for the research 
and technology program, and not less than 
$99,098,000 is for information technology and 
information management, to remain avail-
able for obligation until September 30, 2026. 

MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement includes a liquidating cash 
appropriation and a limitation on obliga-
tions of $516,300,000 for motor carrier safety 
grants. The following table provides funding 
levels for activities within this account: 

Motor carrier safety assistance program .............. $406,500,000 
Commercial driver’s license program implemen-

tation program .................................................. 43,500,000 
High priority program ............................................ 60,000,000 
Commercial motor vehicle operators grant pro-

gram .................................................................. 1,300,000 
Commercial motor vehicle enforcement training 

and support grant program .............................. 5,000,000 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL MOTOR 
CARRIER SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

Section 130 requires the FMCSA to send 
notice of 49 CFR section 385.308 violations by 
certified mail, registered mail, or some other 
manner of delivery which records receipt of 
the notice by the persons responsible for the 
violations. 

Section 131 prohibits funds from being used 
to enforce the electronic logging device rule 
with respect to carriers transporting live-
stock or insects. 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 

The agreement provides $223,000,000 from 
the general fund for operations and research 
for the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration [NHTSA], to remain available 
through September 30, 2025. The agreement 
does not specify an amount for the new car 
assessment program or for crashworthiness. 

Automatic emergency braking [AEB].—The 
agreement directs NHTSA to brief the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
within 30 days of enactment of this act on 
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the extent to which the AEB rulemaking will 
reduce pedestrian fatalities occurring at 
night and involving vehicles traveling faster 
than 37 miles per hour. The briefing shall in-
clude a timeline for finalizing the AEB rule-
making, and other driver assistance system 
regulations intended to reduce pedestrian fa-
talities and injuries. 

New car assessment program.—The agree-
ment includes the directives under this head-
ing in House Report 118–154 and Senate Re-
port 118–70, except that the final roadmap re-
quired by the Senate Report shall be re-
quired by April 30, 2024. 

Virtual modeling and simulation.—The agree-
ment directs $4,000,000 to support the virtual 
review, assessment, and validation of auto-
mated vehicles. 

Automated vehicles.—The agreement in-
cludes the directives under this heading in 
House Report 118–154 and Senate Report 118– 
70, except that the briefing required in the 
Senate Report shall be provided by April 30, 
2024. 

OPERATIONS AND RESEARCH 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement provides a liquidating cash 
appropriation and an obligation limitation 
of $201,200,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which reflects the authorized level of 
contract authority, and of which $57,500,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2025. Of the total amount, the agreement 
provides $194,000,000 for programs authorized 
under section 403 of title 23, U.S.C., including 
behavioral research on automated driving 
systems and advanced driver assistance sys-
tems and improving consumer responses to 
safety recalls, and section 25024 of Public 
Law 117–58. The agreement does not include 
funding and direction included under the last 
heading under this account in House Report 
118–154. 

Telematics research.—The agreement directs 
NHTSA to research the potential public 
health and safety impacts of telematics 
technologies to prevent distracted driving. 
The research shall focus on applications of 
telematics data for understanding the asso-
ciation between a range of driver behaviors 
and crash risk and building prevention strat-
egies based on evidence. NHTSA is directed 
to report to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations within 270 days of en-
actment of this act on the potential of 
telematics technologies, including any test-
ing, development, and deployment strategies 
for the technology, as well as any consider-
ations that can be made for protecting pri-
vacy, deployment of an opt-in framework, 
and data anonymization. The agreement di-
rects NHTSA to use up to $2,500,000 from the 
amounts made available under the heading 
‘‘Vehicle Safety and Behavioral Research 
Programs’’ in title VIII of division J of the 
IIJA for these activities. 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANTS 
(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 

(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 
(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 

The agreement provides a liquidating cash 
appropriation and an obligation limitation 
of $813,300,800 for highway traffic safety 
grants, to remain available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—NATIONAL 
HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
Section 140 exempts obligation authority 

made available in previous public laws from 
the obligation limitations set for the current 
year. 

Section 141 provides funding for travel and 
related expenses for State management re-
views and highway safety core competency 
development training. 

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
SAFETY AND OPERATIONS 

The agreement provides $267,799,000 for the 
safety and operations of the Federal Rail-
road Administration [FRA], of which 
$25,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended. The agreement supports the funding 
directives for personnel as identified in Sen-
ate Report 118–70 and provides the following 
funding levels for specific activities within 
this account: 

Automated track inspection program .................... No less than 
$18,000,000 

Positive train control support program ................. Up to 1,000,000 
Trespasser prevention ............................................ Up to 3,000,000 
Highway-rail grade crossing safety ....................... Up to 3,250,000 
Confidential close call reporting system ............... Up to 4,500,000 
Grant and project development technical assist-

ance, oversight .................................................. Up to 500,000 

Intercity passenger rail competition.—The 
agreement modifies the direction under this 
heading in House Report 118–154 to allow for 
competitive bidding procedures at the option 
of eligible applicants. 

Automated track inspection technologies.—In-
stead of the direction under this heading in 
House Report 118–154, the agreement directs 
the Department to continue to evaluate the 
performance of automated track inspection 
technology as directed in fiscal year 2023 and 
reminds the Department of its outstanding 
reporting requirement from Public Law 117– 
328. 

Blocked crossings.—The agreement directs 
the FRA to continue to use the information 
gathered through the FRA’s website on 
blocked railroad crossings in order to iden-
tify the root causes of blocked crossing inci-
dents and identify meaningful solutions to 
prevent future occurrences. In doing so, the 
agreement encourages the FRA to continue 
working with all stakeholders, including 
communities, State and local agencies, law 
enforcement, freight railroads, and others. 
Further, the agreement directs the FRA to 
incorporate information collected by the 
FRA from both the freight railroads and the 
FRA’s website on blocked railroad crossings 
into the national highway-rail crossing in-
ventory, to the extent permissible under cur-
rent law. 

RAILROAD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
The agreement provides $54,000,000 for rail-

road research and development, to remain 
available until expended. Of this amount, up 
to $3,000,000 is available to make improve-
ments at the transportation technology cen-
ter as authorized under 49 U.S.C. 20108(d). 

Rolling stock equipment and components 
[RSEC] maintenance and inspection.—The 
agreement includes no less than $5,000,000 to 
support RSEC research to evaluate, test, and 
demonstrate the effectiveness and efficiency 
of automated inspection and maintenance 
equipment and procedures in order to maxi-
mize gains in rail safety. This research shall 
include the evaluation of existing wayside 
automated inspection/defect detector tech-
nologies in order to assess manufacturer per-
formance, recommended practices, industry- 
developed voluntary consensus technical 
standards, and railroad safety data. The 
agreement expects this research and the sub-
sequent safety standards to reduce the likeli-
hood of derailments from equipment failures 
and foster the development of wayside and 
onboard technologies that can provide con-
tinuous train component health monitoring. 

Alternative fuel locomotives.—The agreement 
provides not less than $2,500,000 to further 
the research, development, testing, and dem-
onstration of innovative technologies and so-
lutions for low or no-emission alternative 
fuels for locomotives, engine improvements, 
and motive power technologies. The agree-
ment directs the FRA to coordinate such ac-

tivities with the Department of Energy and 
the private sector in order to achieve com-
mercial use sooner. 

Short-line safety.—The agreement continues 
$2,500,000 for improving safety practices and 
training for class II and class III freight rail-
roads, including efforts to improve the safe 
transportation of hazardous materials, 
freight, and passenger rail. The agreement 
also includes an additional $2,500,000 to ac-
quire, modify, and renovate rail cars in order 
to conduct hazardous materials emergency 
response training. 

Workforce development.—The agreement 
supports workforce development programs 
that improve railroad industry employee 
training, recruitment, and retention. 

FEDERAL-STATE PARTNERSHIP FOR INTERCITY 
PASSENGER RAIL 

The agreement provides $75,000,000 for Fed-
eral-state partnership for intercity passenger 
rail grants as authorized under 49 U.S.C. 
24911, to remain available until expended. 

Regional rail planning.—The agreement di-
rects the Secretary to exercise the authori-
ties under 49 U.S.C. 24911(k) to withhold up 
to five percent of the total amounts made 
available to carry out planning and develop-
ment activities related to the corridor iden-
tification and development program author-
ized under 49 U.S.C. 25101, including planning 
for rail systems as defined under 49 U.S.C. 
26106(b)(4). 

Northeast Corridor [NEC] project dash-
board.—The agreement directs the Northeast 
Corridor Commission to make publicly avail-
able on the agency’s website a dashboard for 
each NEC project that receives funding 
under this heading that summarizes key per-
formance indicators and associated project 
timelines. The dashboard for each project 
shall include the amount of funding awarded, 
steps needed to complete the project, esti-
mated time left until completion of the 
project, and the amount and status of 
matching contributions for the project 
award. These dashboards should be used to 
support all aspects of a project from plan-
ning through post construction and can in-
clude both manual and automated systems. 

CONSOLIDATED RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $198,957,997 for 
consolidated rail infrastructure and safety 
improvements grants as authorized under 49 
U.S.C. 22907, to remain available until ex-
pended. Of this amount, $98,957,997 is for the 
purposes and amounts specified in the table 
entitled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’’ included in 
this joint explanatory statement. 

Further, the agreement directs that the 
specific funding allocated in the table enti-
tled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ included in this 
joint explanatory statement shall not dimin-
ish or prejudice any application or geo-
graphic region to receive other discretionary 
grants or loans. 

THE NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER 
CORPORATION [AMTRAK] 

The agreement provides a total of 
$2,427,763,000 for Amtrak. 

Station agents.—The agreement directs Am-
trak to either provide a station agent in 
each Amtrak station that had a ticket agent 
position eliminated in fiscal year 2018 or, 
with respect to any given station on that 
list, to instead reach an agreement with the 
labor organization representing employees 
at such station to provide a station agent in 
a different station. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00777 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1872 March 5, 2024 
NORTHEAST CORRIDOR GRANTS TO THE 

NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 
The agreement provides $1,141,442,000, to 

remain available until expended, for the Sec-
retary to make grants to Amtrak for activi-
ties associated with the NEC. 
NATIONAL NETWORK GRANTS TO THE NATIONAL 

RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 
The agreement provides $1,286,321,000, to 

remain available until expended, for the Sec-
retary to make grants to Amtrak for activi-
ties associated with the national network. 

Chicago Union Station modernization.—Chi-
cago Union Station [CUS] is the hub for na-
tional network trains. Serving millions of 
long-distance, State-supported, and com-
muter passengers, CUS connects multiple 
intercity passenger rail services and transit 
authorities and is the busiest corridor out-
side of the NEC. The agreement recognizes 
the accessibility, safety, and capacity im-
provements necessary at CUS and directs 
$40,000,000 for design, acquisition, and con-
struction activities to improve the concourse 
and related infrastructure at CUS. Concourse 
and mezzanine improvements will improve 
safety and accessibility, expand access, and 
increase capacity. Project work may also in-
clude mail platform construction, dynamic 
signage, widening grade crossings and other 
passenger safety enhancements and refine-
ments. Amtrak is directed to report to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions within 30 days of enactment of this act 
on the use or planned use of such funding. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Section 150 allows the FRA to transfer cer-
tain amounts made available in this and 
prior acts to the financial assistance over-
sight and technical assistance account to 
support the award, administration, project 
management oversight, and technical assist-
ance of grants administered by the FRA, 
with an exception. 

Section 151 limits overtime to $35,000 per 
Amtrak employee, allows Amtrak’s presi-
dent to waive this restriction for specific 
employees for safety or operational effi-
ciency reasons, and requires Amtrak to sub-
mit a report on overtime payments to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions. 

Section 152 prohibits the use of funds made 
available to Amtrak to reduce the total 
number of Amtrak police department uni-
formed officers patrolling on board passenger 
trains or at stations, facilities or rights-of- 
way below the staffing level on May 1, 2019. 

Section 153 prohibits the use of funds made 
available by this act by Amtrak in con-
travention of the Worker Adjustment and 
Retraining Notification Act. 

Section 154 rescinds certain unobligated 
balances. 

Section 155 expresses the sense of Congress 
that long-distance passenger rail routes and 
services should be sustained to ensure 
connectivity throughout the national net-
work. 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
TRANSIT FORMULA GRANTS 

(LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(HIGHWAY TRUST FUND) 
The agreement includes a liquidation of 

contract authorization and a limitation on 
obligations from the mass transit account 
for transit formula grants of $13,990,000,000, 
as authorized by the IIJA. 

TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS 
The agreement provides an additional 

$252,386,844 in transit infrastructure grants, 

to remain available until expended. Of the 
funds provided, $20,000,000 is available for 
ferry boats grants as authorized under 49 
U.S.C. 5307(h), of which no less than $5,000,000 
is available only for low or zero emission fer-
ries or ferries using electric battery or fuel 
cell components and the infrastructure to 
support such ferries; $500,000 is available for 
technical assistance and resources to Tribes 
through the national rural transportation 
assistance program authorized under 49 
U.S.C. 5311(b)(3)(C); $1,500,000 is available for 
bus testing facilities as authorized under 49 
U.S.C. 5318; $206,817,976 is available for the 
purposes and amounts specified in the table 
entitled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’’ included in 
this joint explanatory statement; $20,000,000 
is available for ferry service for rural com-
munities as authorized under section 71103 of 
division G of Public Law 117–58; and $3,568,868 
is available for technical assistance, re-
search, demonstration, or deployment activi-
ties or projects to accelerate the adoption of 
zero emission buses in public transit as au-
thorized under 49 U.S.C. 5312. 

The specific funding allocated in the table 
entitled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’’ included in 
this joint explanatory statement shall not 
diminish or prejudice the application of a 
specific project or geographic region to re-
ceive other discretionary grants or loans. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING 
The agreement provides $7,500,000 for tech-

nical assistance and training activities under 
49 U.S.C. 5314, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. The funding provided under 
this heading is supplemental to the funding 
provided under the heading ‘‘Transit For-
mula Grants’’, as authorized by the IIJA. 

Small-urban, rural, and Tribal transit pro-
viders.—The agreement directs that not less 
than $1,500,000 shall be for a cooperative 
agreement for a technical assistance center 
to assist small- urban, rural, and Tribal pub-
lic transit recipients and planning organiza-
tions with applied innovation and capacity 
building. 

Workforce development and standards-based 
training.—The agreement directs that not 
less than $2,500,000 shall be for a cooperative 
agreement consistent with the direction in 
Senate Report 118–70. 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT GRANTS 
The agreement provides $2,205,000,000 for 

fixed-guideway projects, to remain available 
until expended. 

Of the funds provided in this act, 
$2,130,950,000 is available for new starts 
projects, up to $52,000,000 is available for the 
expedited project delivery pilot program, and 
$22,050,000 is available for oversight activi-
ties consistent with 49 U.S.C. 5338(c). The 
agreement adjusts the set-asides of the 
amounts provided under this heading in divi-
sion J of the IIJA in order to ensure that, 
when combined with amounts provided in 
this act and the amounts unallocated from 
Public Law 117–103 and Public Law 117–328, 
the total level of funding available will sat-
isfy all projects that currently have executed 
grant agreements with the FTA and projects 
that met the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 5309 
and are anticipating grant agreements in fis-
cal year 2024. 

Capital investment grants [CIG] administra-
tion.—The agreement directs the FTA to con-
tinue to update the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations, monthly, on the 
status of projects that are in the current CIG 
funding pipeline. This update should include 
anticipated milestone schedules for advanc-
ing projects, especially those within 2 years 
of a proposed full funding grant agreement. 
It should also highlight and explain any po-
tential cost and schedule changes affecting 
projects. 

GRANTS TO THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

The agreement provides $150,000,000 to 
carry out section 601 of division B of Public 
Law 110–432 and section 30019 of the IIJA to 
remain available until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
Section 160 exempts previously made tran-

sit obligations from limitations on obliga-
tions. 

Section 161 allows funds provided in this 
act that remain unobligated by September 
30, 2027, for fixed guideway capital invest-
ment projects to be available for projects to 
use the funds for the purposes for which they 
were originally provided. 

Section 162 allows for the transfer of ap-
propriations made prior to October 1, 2023, 
from older accounts to be merged into new 
accounts with similar current activities. 

Section 163 prohibits the use of funds to 
adjust apportionments pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 
9503(e)(4). 

Section 164 prohibits the use of funds to 
impede or hinder project advancement or ap-
proval for any project seeking a Federal con-
tribution from the CIG program of greater 
than 40 percent of project costs. 

Section 165 rescinds certain amounts. 
GREAT LAKES ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

(HARBOR MAINTENANCE TRUST FUND) 
The agreement provides $40,288,000 for the 

operations, maintenance, and capital infra-
structure activities of the Great Lakes St. 
Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation 
[GLS]. Of that amount, not less than 
$16,300,000 is provided for the seaway infra-
structure program. The agreement provides 
$1,000,000 for trade and economic develop-
ment activities at the GLS, to be carried out 
in conjunction with system stakeholders. 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 
MARITIME SECURITY PROGRAM 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 
The agreement provides $318,000,000 for the 

maritime security program, to remain avail-
able until expended, and rescinds $17,000,000 
in unobligated amounts made available in 
prior fiscal years. 

CABLE SECURITY FLEET 
The agreement provides $10,000,000 for the 

cable security fleet program, to remain 
available until expended. 

TANKER SECURITY PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

The agreement provides $60,000,000 for the 
tanker security fleet program, to remain 
available until expended, and rescinds 
$21,000,000 in unobligated amounts made 
available in prior fiscal years. 

OPERATIONS AND TRAINING 
The agreement provides $267,775,000 for the 

Maritime Administration’s [MARAD] oper-
ations and training account. The following 
table provides funding levels for activities 
within this account: 

United States Merchant Marine Academy [USMMA] oper-
ations ................................................................................. $92,729,000 

USMMA facilities maintenance and repair, and equipment 22,000,000 
USMMA capital improvement program .................................. 70,000,000 
Maritime environmental and technical assistance program 7,500,000 
United States marine highway program ............................... 5,000,000 
MARAD headquarters operations ........................................... 70,546,000 

National defense reserve fleet [NDRF] recapi-
talization.—The agreement provides funding 
in Section 171 for the Secretary of Transpor-
tation to complete vessel designs for the pur-
pose of constructing 10 sealift vessels for the 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1873 March 5, 2024 
NDRF. MARAD shall assume the eventual 
construction of such vessels will be through 
the use of a vessel construction manager. 

USMMA capital improvements.—The agree-
ment does not require a comprehensive mas-
ter plan as requested in House Report 118– 
154. The agreement reaffirms the require-
ment of the USMMA, MARAD, and the De-
partment to continue to provide quarterly 
briefings to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations on the status of all 
short- and long-term capital improvement 
plan [CIP] projects and provide an annual re-
port on all CIP projects in the same manner 
and context as in previous fiscal years. The 
agreement directs the Department to con-
sider using design-build contracts in order to 
expedite the renovation of academic facili-
ties and related pier infrastructure. 

USMMA student safety and support.—The 
agreement provides $92,729,000 for the 
USMMA operations which includes the ad-
justment to base and $1,500,000 for activities 
proposed in the budget request for the imple-
mentation of the National Academy of Pub-
lic Administration [NAPA] study rec-
ommendations. 

Sexual assault and sexual harassment at 
USMMA.—The agreement reiterates the re-
quirement in the fiscal year 2023 joint ex-
planatory statement for the MARAD to re-
port quarterly in writing on the ways in 
which it is conducting outreach and engage-
ment in order to improve every mariner 
builds a respectful culture [EMBARC] pro-
gram carrier enrollment. This requirement 
can also be satisfied in the quarterly 
USMMA CIP/maintenance and repair activi-
ties briefings to Congress. 

NAPA tracking.—The agreement acknowl-
edges the Department’s submission of the 
initial report on the implementation of the 
2021 NAPA USMMA recommendations, as re-
quired by Public Law 117–263, in September 
2023. As a result, the briefing requirement in 
Senate Report 118–70 under this heading is 
modified to be provided to the appropriate 
congressional committees upon submission 
of the next NAPA recommendation imple-
mentation report. 

STATE MARITIME ACADEMY OPERATIONS 

The agreement provides $125,788,000 for 
State maritime academy [SMA] operations. 
The following table provides funding levels 
for activities within this account: 

Training ships ........................................................................ $22,000,000 
National security multi-mission vessel program .................. 86,588,000 
Student incentive program .................................................... 2,400,000 
Fuel assistance payments ..................................................... 8,800,000 
Direct payments for SMAs ..................................................... 6,000,000 

National security multi-mission vessel [NSMV] 
program.—The agreement includes resources 
for steel cost increases, SMA shore-side in-
frastructure improvements to support the 
berthing and operation of the NSMVs, and 
the budget request for operations and inte-
gration, as well as shore spares to support 
the vessel class. The agreement reaffirms 
that all NSMV program requirements in-
cluded under this heading in Senate Report 
118–70 apply to these funds. 

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL SHIPYARDS 

The agreement provides $8,750,000 for the 
small shipyard grant program, to remain 
available until expended. 

SHIP DISPOSAL 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION) 

The agreement provides $6,000,000 for the 
ship disposal program, to remain available 
until expended, and rescinds $3,664,000 in un-
obligated amounts made available in prior 
fiscal years. 

MARITIME GUARANTEED LOAN (TITLE XI) 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
The agreement provides $3,000,000 for the 

administrative expenses of the Title XI pro-
gram and directs that these funds be trans-
ferred to the MARAD’s operations and train-
ing account. The agreement also provides 
$50,586,000 for loan subsidy, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

PORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $120,460,124 for the 
port infrastructure development program, to 
remain available until expended. Of the total 
amount, the agreement provides $70,460,124 
for the purposes and amounts specified in the 
table entitled ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ included 
in this joint explanatory statement. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION 

Section 170 authorizes the MARAD to fur-
nish utilities and services and to make nec-
essary repairs in connection with any lease, 
contract, or occupancy involving govern-
ment property under control of the MARAD 
and allows payments received to be credited 
to the Treasury and to remain available 
until expended. 

Section 171 provides $12,000,000 for the Sec-
retary of Transportation to complete vessel 
designs for the purpose of constructing 10 
sealift vessels for the NDRF. 
PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 

ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $31,681,000 for the 
necessary operational expenses of the Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-
istration [PHMSA], of which $4,500,000 shall 
remain available until September 30, 2026. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY 
The agreement provides $74,556,000 for the 

PHMSA’s hazardous materials safety func-
tions, of which $12,070,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026. 

The agreement specifies that $1,000,000 
shall be for community safety grants as au-
thorized by 49 U.S.C. 5107(i), and up to 
$2,500,000 shall be for the State hazardous 
materials safety inspection program. The 
funding level provides no less than $5,070,000 
for the PHMSA’s hazardous materials re-
search and development program, including 
for research activities related to the develop-
ment of stronger, safer tank cars and valves 
for tank cars, and other safety features. 

PIPELINE SAFETY 
(PIPELINE SAFETY FUND) 

(OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST FUND) 
The agreement provides $218,186,000 for the 

PHMSA’s pipeline safety program, to remain 
available until September 30, 2026. Of that 
amount, $30,000,000 is derived from the oil 
spill liability trust fund, $180,786,000 is de-
rived from the pipeline safety fund, $400,000 
is derived from fees collected under 49 U.S.C. 
60303 and deposited in the liquefied natural 
gas siting account, and $7,000,000 is derived 
from fees collected under 49 U.S.C. 60302 and 
deposited in the underground natural gas 
storage facility safety account. 

The agreement provides the following lev-
els for specific activities within this ac-
count: 

Research and development ................................................... $12,500,000 
Grants .................................................................................... up to 

89,558,000 
Operations .............................................................................. not less than 

92,165,000 
Programs ................................................................................ not less than 

23,963,000 

Pipeline leak prevention technology.—The 
agreement includes $1,000,000 of the amounts 
provided for research and development for a 
pilot program to test and validate existing 
pipeline leak prevention and mitigation 
technologies, including technologies that 
can be installed around existing oil, gas, car-
bon dioxide, and hazardous liquid pipes or in-
stalled with new pipelines to help protect 
high consequence areas and unusually sen-
sitive areas. The agreement directs the 
PHMSA to provide a status of the pilot pro-
gram to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations within 180 days of enact-
ment of this act. 

Staffing and hiring plans.—The agreement 
provides not less than $92,165,000 for oper-
ations, including salaries and benefits, and 
for authorized activities. The agreement in-
cludes the reporting requirement included 
under this paragraph heading in House Re-
port 118–154. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANTS 
(LIMITATION ON OBLIGATIONS) 

(EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUND) 
The agreement provides an obligation limi-

tation of $46,825,000 for emergency prepared-
ness grants, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026. 

The agreement directs the PHMSA to uti-
lize carryover from accumulated prior year 
balances. The agreement encourages the 
PHMSA to ensure that small businesses are 
not disproportionately affected by any rea-
sonable, limited fee changes. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $116,452,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the Office of Inspec-
tor General. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

Section 180 provides authorization for the 
DOT to maintain and operate aircraft, hire 
passenger motor vehicles and aircraft, pur-
chase liability insurance, pay for uniforms, 
and purchase and operate unmanned aircraft 
systems. 

Section 181 limits appropriations for serv-
ices authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 up to the rate 
permitted for an executive level IV. 

Section 182 prohibits recipients of funds in 
this act from disseminating personal infor-
mation obtained by State departments of 
motor vehicles in connection to motor vehi-
cle records with an exception. 

Section 183 prohibits funds in this act for 
salaries and expenses of more than 125 polit-
ical and presidential appointees in the DOT. 

Section 184 stipulates that revenue col-
lected by the FHWA and the FRA from 
States, counties, municipalities, other public 
authorities, and private sources for training 
may be credited to specific accounts within 
the agencies, with an exception for State rail 
safety inspectors participating in training. 

Section 185 prohibits the DOT from using 
funds to make a loan, loan guarantee, line of 
credit, letter of intent, federally funded co-
operative agreement, full funding grant 
agreement, or discretionary grant unless the 
DOT gives a 3-day advance notice to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions. The provision requires the DOT to pro-
vide a comprehensive list of all such loans, 
loan guarantees, lines of credit, letters of in-
tent, federally funded cooperative agree-
ments, full funding grant agreements, and 
discretionary grants that will be announced 
with a 3-day advance notice to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations. The 
provision also requires concurrent notice of 
any ‘‘quick release’’ of funds from the 
FHWA’s emergency relief program and pro-
hibits notifications from involving funds not 
available for obligation. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00779 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.021 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1874 March 5, 2024 
Section 186 allows funds received from re-

bates, refunds, and similar sources to be 
credited to appropriations of the DOT. 

Section 187 requires reprogramming ac-
tions to be approved or denied by the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations, 
and reprogramming notifications shall be 
transmitted solely to the Appropriations 
Committees. 

Section 188 allows funds appropriated to 
operating administrations to be obligated for 
the Office of the Secretary for costs related 
to assessments only when such funds provide 
a direct benefit to the operating administra-
tions. 

Section 189 authorizes the Secretary to 
carry out a program that establishes uni-
form standards for developing and sup-
porting agency transit pass and transit bene-
fits, including distribution of transit bene-
fits. 

Section 190 allows the use of funds to assist 
a contract utilizing geographic, economic, or 
other hiring preference not otherwise au-
thorized by law, only if certain requirements 
are met related to availability of local labor, 
displacement of existing employees, and 
delays in transportation plans. 

Section 191 directs the Secretary of Trans-
portation to work with the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to ensure that best prac-
tices for industrial control systems procure-
ment are up to date and that systems pro-
cured with funds provided under this title 
were procured using such practices. 

Section 192 prohibits funds from being used 
in contravention of the American Security 
Drone Act of 2023. 

TITLE II 
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

Reorganizations and staffing realignments.— 
The agreement approves the following pro-
posed reorganizations described in the fiscal 
year 2024 congressional budget justification 
and subsequent information provided by the 
Department: the Office of the Chief Informa-
tion Officer; the Office of Departmental 
Equal Employment Opportunity [ODEEO]; 
the Office of Chief Financial Officer [OCFO]; 
the Office of the General Counsel; and the Of-
fice of Housing, except for the proposals de-
scribed in the congressional budget justifica-
tion on page 46–5 under Office of Multifamily 
Housing, only the Asset Management and 
Portfolio Oversight proposal is approved. 
The agreement does not provide resources 
for additional personnel positions requested 
for the ODEEO or OCFO Office of Strategic 
Planning and Customer Experience reorga-
nizations and directs those offices to manage 
within current levels. The agreement directs 
that as part of the Assistant CFO for Finan-
cial Management reorganization within the 
OCFO, the Department ensure office names 
are consistent with their purpose and func-
tion. The agreement does not approve the 
proposed realignment of the Office of Gen-
der-Based Violence Prevention, the creation 
of the Office of Fair Lending, or the proposed 
creation of the Office of the National Fair 
Housing Training Academy, but other pro-
posed reorganizations described on page 48–9 
of the congressional budget justification are 
approved. The agreement also does not ap-
prove the creation of a separate Office of 
Resident Services within the Office of Public 
and Indian Housing; the proposed reorganiza-
tion of the Office of Special Needs Assistance 
Programs [SNAPS] within the Office of Com-
munity Planning and Development; or the 
consolidation of the Office of Administra-
tion, the Office of the Chief Human Capital 
Officer, and the Office of the Chief Procure-
ment Officer into a single funding line. Fi-
nally, the agreement does not approve any 

other realignments or reorganizations for 
fiscal year 2024 not expressly approved with-
in this paragraph. 

Pending reports.—In the report on the sta-
tus of pending congressional reports sub-
mitted to the House and Senate Committees 
on Appropriations on May 16, 2023, the De-
partment proposed to combine overlapping 
reports, replace certain reports with brief-
ings, and close reporting requirements that 
have been overcome by events. The agree-
ment approves all such changes, except those 
on lines 332, 337, 395, 396, 397, 472, 504, 507, 509, 
516, 517, 531, 547, 559, 618, 632, 646, 655, 662, and 
668. The agreement directs that the afore-
mentioned reports be retained. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
The agreement includes $19,400,000 for the 

salaries and expenses for executive offices, 
available until September 30, 2025. The agree-
ment does not approve a realignment of 
funding for information technology end-user 
devices and wireless support from the infor-
mation technology fund to the salaries and 
expenses accounts. 

Of the amounts provided, not less than 
$600,000 shall be allocated to the Office of 
Gender-Based Violence Prevention to sup-
port the Director and three staff positions. 
Continued failure to establish this office as 
directed by Congress is unacceptable, and 
HUD shall implement this legislative re-
quirement within 90 days of enactment of 
this act. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OFFICES 
The agreement provides $686,400,000 for the 

salaries and expenses for administrative sup-
port offices, available until September 30, 
2025. The agreement does not approve a re-
alignment of funding for information tech-
nology end-user devices and wireless support 
from the information technology fund to the 
salaries and expenses accounts. 

Of the amounts provided for the Office of 
Administration, not less than $3,500,000 shall 
be for the modernization and deferred main-
tenance of the Weaver Building. 

The following table provides funding levels 
for activities within this account: 

Office of the Chief Financial Officer ..................... $91,000,000 
Office of the General Counsel ............................... 129,700,000 

[Departmental Enforcement Center] ............. [not less than 
21,700,000] 

Office of Administration ........................................ 239,000,000 
Office of the Chief Human Capital Officer ........... 52,000,000 
Office of the Chief Procurement Officer ............... 32,000,000 
Office of Field Policy and Management ................ 68,000,000 
Office of Departmental Equal Employment Oppor-

tunity ................................................................. 4,700,000 
Office of the Chief Information Officer ................. 70,000,000 

Total .............................................................. 686,400,000 

Hiring and separation report.—The agree-
ment continues to direct HUD to submit 
semiannual reports on hiring and separa-
tions by program office, including the Office 
of Inspector General and the Government 
National Mortgage Association. This report 
shall include position titles, location for 
FTP positions, associated FTEs, total num-
ber of unfilled FTEs, and the length of time 
each individual FTE has been unfilled. The 
report shall also include a trend analysis on 
staffing levels in field offices versus head-
quarters. 

PROGRAM OFFICES 
The agreement provides $1,097,164,130 for 

the salaries and expenses for program offices, 
available until September 30, 2025. The agree-
ment does not approve a realignment of 
funding for information technology end-user 
devices and wireless support from the infor-
mation technology fund to the salaries and 
expenses accounts. 

The following table provides funding levels 
for activities within this account: 

Office of Public and Indian Housing ..................................... $286,000,000 

Office of Community Planning and Development ................. 168,514,130 
Office of Housing ................................................................... 487,550,000 
Office of Policy Development and Research ......................... 41,000,000 
Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity ...................... 102,900,000 
Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes .............. 11,200,000 

Total .............................................................................. 1,097,164,130 

Office of Housing.—The agreement does not 
include the additional funding, authority, or 
directive related to participating adminis-
trative entities included under this heading 
in Senate Report 118–70. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the working capital fund, the agree-
ment permits only centralized activities and 
funds from this account to include Federal 
shared services for financial management, 
procurement, travel, relocation, and human 
resources; printing; records management (in-
cluding archiving services); space renova-
tion; furniture; and supply services. The 
agreement does not approve a realignment of 
funding for information technology end-user 
devices and wireless support from the infor-
mation technology fund to the salaries and 
expenses accounts. 

PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING 
TENANT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

The agreement provides a combined total 
of $32,386,831,000, to remain available until 
expended, for all tenant-based section 8 ac-
tivities, of which $6,000,000,000 is designated 
as an emergency requirement. 

The following table provides funding levels 
for activities funded within this account. 

Voucher renewals ................................................... $28,490,955,000 
[Tribal HUD–Veterans Affairs supportive 

housing [HUD–VASH]] .............................. [up to 7,500,000] 
Administrative fees ................................................ 2,770,935,000 
Tenant protection vouchers ................................... 337,000,000 
Section 811 mainstream vouchers ........................ 742,941,000 
Incremental HUD–VASH vouchers .......................... 15,000,000 
Incremental family unification vouchers ............... 30,000,000 

Total .............................................................. 32,386,831,000 

Pilot demonstration on tenant leasing.—The 
agreement does not include the authority for 
a pilot demonstration to use housing assist-
ance payments for tenant leasing expenses 
such as security and utility deposits. As in-
cluded in Senate Report 118–70, the Depart-
ment is directed to brief the House and Sen-
ate Committees on Appropriations not less 
than annually on the utilization of adminis-
trative fees for such purposes to improve 
voucher utilization. 

HOUSING CERTIFICATE FUND 
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 

The agreement allows unobligated bal-
ances in the housing certificate fund to be 
used for the renewal of or amendments to 
section 8 project-based contracts and for per-
formance-based contract administrators. 

PUBLIC HOUSING FUND 
The agreement provides $8,810,784,000 for 

the public housing fund to remain available 
until September 30, 2027. 

Within the total, the agreement provides 
$5,475,784,000 for the public housing operating 
formula for 2024 payments (including 
amounts for resident participation pursuant 
to 24 CFR Part 990); $25,000,000 for need-based 
allocations to public housing agencies 
[PHAs] that experience or are at risk of fi-
nancial shortfalls; $3,200,000,000 for alloca-
tions to PHAs through the capital fund for-
mula; $30,000,000 for emergency capital needs, 
of which not less than $10,000,000 is for safety 
and security measures; $65,000,000 for com-
petitive grants to public housing agencies to 
evaluate and reduce residential health haz-
ards, including lead-based paint, carbon 
monoxide, mold, radon, and fire safety, of 
which $25,000,000 is specifically for lead haz-
ards; and $15,000,000 for administrative and 
judicial receiverships. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1875 March 5, 2024 
ASSISTED HOUSING INSPECTIONS AND RISK 

ASSESSMENTS 
The agreement provides $50,000,000 for the 

Department’s inspection and assessment pro-
grams, to remain available until September 
30, 2025. 

CHOICE NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE 
The agreement provides $75,000,000 for the 

choice neighborhoods initiative, to remain 
available until September 30, 2028. Of this 
amount, not less than $37,500,000 shall be 
made available to PHAs and not more than 
$10,000,000 is available for planning grants. 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY PROGRAMS 
The agreement provides $195,500,000 for 

self-sufficiency programs, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027. Of the total, 
$140,500,000 is for the family self-sufficiency 
program, $40,000,000 is for the resident oppor-
tunity and self-sufficiency program, and 
$15,000,000 is for the jobs-plus initiative 
[JPI]. The agreement does not provide au-
thority related to the payment of JPI finan-
cial and rent incentives from housing assist-
ance source accounts. 

NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS 
The agreement provides $1,344,000,000 for 

Native American programs, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2028. The agreement 
provides $1,111,000,000 for the Native Amer-
ican housing block grant program; 
$150,000,000 for the competitive Native Amer-
ican housing block grant program; $1,000,000 
for the title VI loan guarantee program; 
$75,000,000 for the Indian community develop-
ment block grant program; and $7,000,000 for 
training and technical assistance. 

INDIAN HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE FUND 
PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides $1,500,000 for the 
cost of guaranteed loans, to remain available 
until expended. The agreement allows HUD 
to use funds in this and prior acts for the 
cost of guaranteed loans that are unobli-
gated to subsidize a total loan level of not 
more than $1,800,000,000 to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN HOUSING BLOCK GRANT 
The agreement provides $22,300,000 for the 

Native Hawaiian housing block grant pro-
gram, to remain available until September 
30, 2028. 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN HOUSING LOAN GUARANTEE 
FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement provides not more than 
$28,000,000 in loan guarantee commitment au-
thority, including the authority to guar-
antee refinance loans, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH 

AIDS 
The agreement provides $505,000,000 for the 

housing opportunities for persons with AIDS 
[HOPWA] program, to remain available until 
September 30, 2027. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND 
The agreement provides $6,720,054,336 for 

the community development fund, to remain 
available until September 30, 2027. Of the 
total, the agreement provides $3,300,000,000 in 
community development block grant [CDBG] 
formula funding, $30,000,000 for activities au-
thorized under section 8071 of the SUPPORT 
for Patients and Communities Act, 
$100,000,000 for grants to reduce barriers to 
affordable housing development, and 
$3,290,054,336 for economic development ini-
tiatives [EDIs]. 

EDIs.—The agreement directs HUD to pro-
vide funding for the projects listed in the 
table entitled ‘‘Community Project Funding/ 
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ at the 

end of this joint explanatory statement in 
the corresponding amounts. The agreement 
further directs HUD to provide semi-annual 
briefings to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations on the implementa-
tion of EDIs and the Department’s oversight 
of projects. The agreement directs HUD to 
provide regular written updates of technical 
changes to projects that require congres-
sional approval. Finally, the agreement 
notes that HUD’s communication and assist-
ance to grantees has, at times, been slow and 
inconsistent. The agreement directs HUD to 
prioritize timely outreach and responses to 
EDI grantees to ensure successful execution 
of grants. 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT LOAN GUARANTEES 

PROGRAM ACCOUNT 
The agreement provides the authority to 

collect fees from borrowers adequate to re-
sult in a subsidy cost of zero and an aggre-
gate limitation on commitments of no more 
than $400,000,000 for loan guarantees under 
section 108. Instead of the request made in 
House Report 118–154 under this heading, the 
agreement directs HUD to provide an update 
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations regarding the demand of the 
loan program no sooner than 180 days but no 
later than 270 days after enactment of this 
act. 

HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM 
The agreement provides $1,250,000,000, to 

remain available until September 30, 2027, for 
the HOME investment partnerships program. 
PRESERVATION AND REINVESTMENT INITIATIVE 

FOR COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT 
The agreement provides $10,000,000 for the 

preservation and reinvestment initiative for 
community enhancement [PRICE] program, 
to remain available until September 30, 2028. 

PRICE program implementation.—The agree-
ment includes the directive in House Report 
118–154 under this heading, except that HUD 
must provide the update to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations no 
later than 30 days after enactment of this 
act. 

SELF-HELP AND ASSISTED HOMEOWNERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM 

The agreement provides $60,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026. The 
agreement provides the following funding 
levels for specific activities within this ac-
count: 

Self-help homeownership opportunity program ..................... $12,000,000 
Section 4 program ................................................................. 42,000,000 

[Rural capacity building activities] .............................. [not less than 
5,000,000] 

National rural capacity building ........................................... 6,000,000 
Total .............................................................................. 60,000,000 

Capacity building to address the needs of 
Tribal communities.—The agreement directs 
HUD to ensure that section 4 grantees collec-
tively invest not less than $1,000,000 in tar-
geted capacity building activities to benefit 
Native Hawaiian, American Indian, and Alas-
ka Native communities and populations in 
areas including, but not limited to, rural 
areas. This minimum investment is separate 
from the required investment for rural ca-
pacity building activities of not less than 
$5,000,000. 

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
The agreement provides $4,051,000,000, to 

remain available until September 30, 2026, for 
homeless assistance grants. Funding is pro-
vided in the amounts shown in the following 
table: 

Emergency solutions grants .................................. $290,000,000 
Continuum of care [CoC] and rural housing sta-

bility assistance ................................................ 3,544,000,000 
[Projects to assist survivors of domestic vi-

olence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
or stalking] ............................................... [52,000,000] 

[Supportive service line items to address 
COLA] ........................................................ [25,000,000] 

[Technical assistance] .................................. [not less than 
20,000,000] 

National homeless data analysis project .............. 10,000,000 
Comprehensive approach to serving homeless 

youth .................................................................. 107,000,000 
[Youth homelessness system improvement 

grants] ...................................................... [not less than 
25,000,000] 

[Technical assistance] .................................. [up to 10,000,000] 
One-time award for new construction, acquisi-

tion, or rehabilitation of new permanent sup-
portive housing .................................................. 100,000,000 

[Awards for States with populations less 
than 2,500,000] ....................................... [not less than 

35,000,000] 
Total .............................................................. 4,051,000,000 

Improving access to healthcare and services.— 
Within the amounts provided for technical 
assistance, the agreement provides $2,500,000 
to support efforts between HUD and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services to 
provide direct technical assistance to com-
munities leveraging programs, such as med-
icaid, to cover and provide housing-related 
supportive services and behavioral 
healthcare. The agreement also includes 
$25,000,000 within the CoC program for sup-
portive service line items to address reason-
able cost of living adjustments. 

Renewal of projects for specific populations.— 
The agreement notes that when the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
fund new projects for specific subpopulations 
within this account (e.g., homeless youth or 
survivors of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault or stalking) it is the 
Committees’ expectation that renewal fund-
ing for such projects be used to continue 
serving the specified subpopulation. The 
agreement directs HUD to immediately con-
sult with CoCs, youth action boards, and 
other relevant stakeholders on appropriate 
conditions that should be met before funds 
may be reallocated to either a different sub-
population or the overall homeless popu-
lation, and to brief the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations on such con-
sultations within 30 days of enactment of 
this act. 

HOUSING PROGRAMS 
PROJECT-BASED RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

The agreement provides a combined total 
of $16,010,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, for project-based rental assistance 
[PBRA] activities, of which $2,000,000,000 is 
designated as an emergency requirement. Of 
the total, not more than $468,000,000 is for 
performance-based contract administrators 
[PBCAs], which, in addition to unobligated 
balances available in the housing certificate 
fund, will be sufficient to support PBCAs. 
The agreement does not include additional 
funding for HUD to provide budget-based 
rent adjustments to PBRA contracts that 
have been renewed through the mark-to- 
market program. 

Performance-based contract administrators.— 
The agreement prohibits HUD from issuing a 
solicitation or accepting bids on any solici-
tation that is substantially equivalent to the 
draft solicitation entitled ‘‘Housing Assist-
ance Payments (HAP) Contract Support 
Services (HAPSS)’’ issued by HUD on July 
27, 2022. The agreement directs HUD to en-
sure that any future funding arrangements 
for PBCAs do not impede housing finance 
agencies or PHAs from competing on a state- 
basis. Should HUD determine that a subse-
quent draft solicitation that is not substan-
tially equivalent to the July 27, 2022 draft so-
licitation is not feasible, the agreement di-
rects HUD to include a legislative proposal 
as part of the fiscal year 2025 budget request 
with detailed analysis for why such changes 
are needed in order to avoid a disruption in 
PBCA activities. If HUD determines that a 
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legislative proposal is necessary, HUD is di-
rected to work with relevant stakeholders to 
ensure any potential legislative proposal re-
sults in effective and efficient oversight and 
monitoring of the PBRA program, quality 
services offered to property owners in each 
state, and maintains safe, stable, and afford-
able housing for the over 1,300,000 households 
living in PBRA properties across the coun-
try. The agreement recognizes that HUD 
faces a complicated task of developing new 
PBCA arrangements before the existing 
agreements expire and expects the Depart-
ment to liaise with the House and Senate 
Committees on Appropriations, the House 
Committee on Financial Services, and the 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs on any necessary changes. 

HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY 

The agreement provides $913,000,000 for the 
section 202 program, to remain available 
until September 30, 2027, of which up to 
$112,000,000 shall be for service coordinators 
and the continuation of existing congregate 
service grants. This amount fully funds all 
annual project-based rental assistance con-
tract renewals and amendments. 

HOUSING FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

The agreement provides $208,000,000 for the 
section 811 program, to remain available 
until September 30, 2027. 

HOUSING COUNSELING ASSISTANCE 

The agreement provides $57,500,000 for 
housing counseling, including up to $4,500,000 
for administrative contract services, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025. 

The agreement modifies direction in Sen-
ate Report 118–70 regarding the timing of 
grant obligations and instead directs the De-
partment to expeditiously obligate the com-
prehensive housing counseling grants and 
notify the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations if such obligations are not 
made within 180 days of enactment of this 
act. 

PAYMENT TO MANUFACTURED HOUSING FEES 
TRUST FUND 

The agreement provides $14,000,000 for the 
manufactured housing standards programs, 
to remain available until expended, of which 
$14,000,000 is to be derived from fees collected 
and deposited in the manufactured housing 
fees trust fund. 

FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 

MUTUAL MORTGAGE INSURANCE PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 

The agreement sets a limit of up to 
$400,000,000,000 on commitments to guarantee 
single-family loans and provides $150,000,000 
for administrative contract expenses, which 
shall be available until September 30, 2025. 

Increasing affordable housing supply.—The 
agreement includes the directives under this 
heading in Senate Report 118–70 and requires 
the Federal Housing Administration [FHA] 
to also take into consideration State and 
local laws in its legislative proposals. The 
legislative proposals and briefings shall be 
provided to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations, the House Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and the Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL RISK PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement sets a limit of up to 
$35,000,000,000 on multifamily and specialized 
loan guarantees and provides that such com-
mitment authority shall be available until 
September 30, 2025. 

Multifamily loan program.—The agreement 
directs the Department to brief the House 
and Senate Committees on Appropriations 
within 180 days of enactment of this act on 
actions taken by the Department to respond 

to market conditions and increase volume of 
FHA multifamily lending for new construc-
tion and rehabilitation loans. 

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL MORTGAGE 
ASSOCIATION 

GUARANTEES OF MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES 
LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The agreement sets a limit of up to 
$550,000,000,000 for new commitments and 
provides $54,000,000 for salaries and expenses 
for the Government National Mortgage Asso-
ciation, which shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025. 

Non-personnel expenses.—The agreement 
notes the important role the Government 
National Mortgage Association [GNMA] 
plays in the U.S. mortgage market and glob-
al economy and the resources needed to sup-
port this work, particularly during times of 
budgetary uncertainties. However, the agree-
ment notes its expressed concern about the 
GNMA’s understanding of its resource needs 
as operational changes emerge. The agree-
ment directs the GNMA to continue to con-
sult and confer with the appropriations at-
torneys in the OCFO and to refer all appro-
priations law issues to such attorneys within 
the OCFO. These appropriations law staff 
routinely provide prompt, accurate, and reli-
able information on various appropriations 
law matters, including training HUD staff in 
funds control procedures and directives, as 
required by section 215 of this act. The agree-
ment reiterates that all communications re-
garding budget and appropriations issues 
should be conducted through proper official 
channels, consistent with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget guidance and 18 U.S.C. 
1913. The agreement also directs the GNMA 
to submit quarterly reports to the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations on the 
status of all non-personnel expenses, includ-
ing travel, training, conferences, contracts 
and supplies, and how it is using carryover 
balances of contingent spending authority 
from offsetting collections. 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH 

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 

The agreement provides $119,000,000 for re-
search and technology activities and tech-
nical assistance, to remain available until 
September 30, 2025, and an additional 
$20,000,000 for competitive grants to non-
profit or governmental entities to provide 
legal assistance to eligible low-income ten-
ants at risk of or subject to eviction, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026. 
Funding is provided in the amounts shown in 
the following table: 

Core research and technology ............................... No less than 
$70,000,000 

[Cooperative agreements and research part-
nerships with minority-serving institu-
tions] ........................................................ [10,000,000] 

Legal assistance to low-income tenants at risk 
of or subject to eviction .................................... $20,000,000 

Research, evaluations, and demonstrations ......... Up to 7,000,000 
Technical assistance ............................................. Up to 42,000,000 

[Manufactured housing communities] .......... [up to 2,500,000] 
Total .............................................................. 139,000,000 

Core research and technology.—The agree-
ment provides not less than $70,000,000 for 
the core research and technology programs, 
including market surveys, research support 
and dissemination, data acquisition, housing 
finance studies, research partnerships, and 
housing technology, of which $10,000,000 is for 
cooperative agreements and research part-
nerships with historically Black colleges and 
universities, Tribal colleges and universities, 
Hispanic serving institutions, and Alaska 
Native and Native Hawaiian serving institu-
tions. 

Research, evaluation, and demonstration.— 
The agreement provides up to $7,000,000 for 

new and continuing studies and demonstra-
tion evaluations, including Moving to Work 
[MTW] expansion, Native American housing 
block grants competitive program evalua-
tion, and missing middle financing. 

Technical assistance.—The agreement pro-
vides up to $42,000,000 for technical assist-
ance. The agreement further directs the De-
partment to continue to use funds included 
in fiscal years 2022 and 2023 for training and 
technical assistance to support implementa-
tion of the Violence Against Women Act and 
to coordinate with entities whose primary 
purpose and expertise is in assisting sur-
vivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, and/or stalking. The agree-
ment further directs that up to $2,500,000 
shall be available on a competitive basis to 
non-profit organizations to provide technical 
assistance to resident-owned manufactured 
housing communities, owners and residents 
of manufactured housing and communities, 
and units of general local government or 
States that have manufactured housing in 
their community or are looking to expand 
manufactured housing opportunities. 

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
FAIR HOUSING ACTIVITIES 

The agreement provides $86,355,000 for fair 
housing activities, to remain available until 
September 30, 2025. This includes $26,000,000 
for the fair housing assistance program, 
$56,000,000 for the fair housing initiatives 
program [FHIP], $1,355,000 for the limited 
English proficiency initiative, and $3,000,000 
for the national fair housing training acad-
emy. Of the funds available for FHIP, not 
less than $10,400,000 is for education and out-
reach programs, and not less than $3,700,000 
is for fair housing organization initiatives. 

OFFICE OF LEAD HAZARD CONTROL AND 
HEALTHY HOMES 

LEAD HAZARD REDUCTION 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

The agreement provides $345,000,000 for 
lead hazard control and healthy homes pro-
grams, to remain available until September 
30, 2026. Of that amount, $49,400,000 shall be 
derived from unobligated balances from prior 
year appropriations for the lead risk assess-
ment demonstration, which has concluded. 

The following table provides funding levels 
for activities within this account: 

Lead hazard reduction grants ............................... $200,000,000 
[Areas with the highest lead-based paint 

abatement needs] .................................... [105,000,000] 
Healthy homes initiative ........................................ 140,000,000 

[Weatherization cooperation demonstration] [5,000,000] 
[Aging-in-place home modification grants] [30,000,000] 

Healthy homes technical studies .......................... 3,000,000 
Radon testing and mitigation demonstration ....... 2,000,000 

Total .............................................................. 345,000,000 

New financing mechanism pilot.—The agree-
ment does not fund the pilot or include re-
lated directives under this heading in House 
Report 118–154. 

Improving the lead grant application proc-
ess.—The agreement directs HUD to continue 
to conduct outreach and improve its NOFOs 
to encourage more grantees to apply, espe-
cially those that may not have access to pro-
fessional grant writers, such as smaller and 
more rural communities. Additionally, HUD 
shall continue to clearly state in its NOFOs 
that an application may include nonprofit 
co-applicants, provided that an eligible city, 
county/parish, other unit of local govern-
ment, or eligible State or Tribe are identi-
fied as the lead or co-applicant. Non-profit 
co-applicants may include community devel-
opment financial institutions that are posi-
tioned to accelerate the pace at which low- 
income homeowners and rental property 
owners can address lead paint hazards in 
high-risk communities. 
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Lead risk assessment.—The agreement di-

rects the Offices of Lead Hazard Control and 
Healthy Homes and Public and Indian Hous-
ing to jointly engage with PHAs and other 
stakeholders to assess why so few applica-
tions were submitted for the lead risk assess-
ment demonstration and brief the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations on the 
findings of this engagement no later than 270 
days after the enactment of this act. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FUND 
The agreement provides $383,050,000 for the 

information technology fund, to remain 
available until September 30, 2026, of which 
up to $23,950,000 is available for development, 
modernization, and enhancement [DME] 
projects. The agreement includes an increase 
of $8,300,000 for cybersecurity as requested 
but does not approve a realignment of fund-
ing for information technology end-user de-
vices and wireless support from the informa-
tion technology fund to the salaries and ex-
penses accounts. 

The following table provides allocations of 
funds to continue existing DME projects, 
which are subject to section 405 of this act: 

Electronic special needs assistance ..................................... $5,000,000 
Public and Indian Housing modernization ............................ 1,102,000 
Line of credit control system/Treasury Administrative Re-

source Center Oracle Federal financials financial inter-
face modernization ............................................................ 3,000,000 

FHA modernization ................................................................. 3,000,000 
Enterprise identity credential access management, zero 

trust & trusted Internet connection .................................. 11,848,000 

Quarterly briefings.—The agreement does 
not require HUD to submit information tech-
nology performance plans as directed under 
this heading in House Report 118–154. In-
stead, the agreement directs HUD to provide 
sufficient detail on DME projects in its con-
gressional justifications and to provide quar-
terly briefings on information technology 
modernization efforts as directed under this 
heading in Senate Report 118–70. The brief-
ings shall also summarize the status, cost, 
and plan for all modernization projects. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
The agreement provides $152,924,000 for the 

salaries and expenses of the Office of Inspec-
tor General. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS) 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

Section 201 splits overpayments evenly be-
tween the Treasury and State housing fi-
nance agencies. 

Section 202 prohibits funds from being used 
to investigate or prosecute lawful activities 
under the Fair Housing Act. 

Section 203 requires any grant or coopera-
tive agreement to be made on a competitive 
basis, unless otherwise provided, in accord-
ance with section 102 of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Reform Act 
of 1989. 

Section 204 relates to the availability of 
funds for services and facilities for govern-
ment-sponsored enterprises and others sub-
ject to the Government Corporation Control 
Act and the Housing Act. 

Section 205 prohibits the use of funds in ex-
cess of the budget estimates, unless provided 
otherwise. 

Section 206 relates to the expenditure of 
funds for corporations and agencies subject 
to the Government Corporation Control Act. 

Section 207 requires the Secretary to pro-
vide quarterly reports on uncommitted, un-
obligated, recaptured, and excess funds in 
each departmental program and activity. 

Section 208 exempts the Government Na-
tional Mortgage Association from certain re-
quirements of the Federal Credit Reform Act 
of 1990. 

Section 209 authorizes HUD to transfer 
debt and use agreements from an obsolete 
project to a viable project, provided that no 
additional costs are incurred and other con-
ditions are met. 

Section 210 sets forth certain requirements 
for section 8 eligibility and includes consid-
eration for persons with disabilities. 

Section 211 distributes Native American 
housing block grants to the same Native 
Alaskan recipients as in fiscal year 2005. 

Section 212 instructs HUD on managing 
and disposing of any multifamily property 
that is owned or held by HUD. 

Section 213 allows PHAs that own and op-
erate 400 or fewer units of public housing to 
be exempt from asset management require-
ments. 

Section 214 restricts the Secretary from 
imposing any requirements or guidelines re-
lating to asset management that restrict or 
limit the use of capital funds for central of-
fice costs, up to the limits established in 
law. 

Section 215 requires that no employee of 
the Department be designated as an allot-
ment holder unless the CFO determines that 
such employee has received certain training. 

Section 216 requires the Secretary to no-
tify the public of NOFOs for competitively 
awarded funds and establishes how such noti-
fication may occur. 

Section 217 requires attorney fees for pro-
grammatic litigation to be paid from the in-
dividual program office and the Office of 
General Counsel salaries and expenses appro-
priations. 

Section 218 allows the Secretary to trans-
fer up to 10 percent of funds or $5,000,000, 
whichever is less, appropriated under the 
headings ‘‘Administrative Support Offices’’ 
or ‘‘Program Offices’’ to any other office 
funded under such headings. 

Section 219 requires HUD to take certain 
actions against owners receiving rental sub-
sidies that do not maintain safe properties. 

Section 220 places a salary and bonus limit 
on public housing agency officials and em-
ployees. 

Section 221 requires the Secretary to no-
tify the House and Senate Committees on 
Appropriations at least 3 full business days 
before grant awards are announced, and re-
quires such notification to include State and 
congressional district information. 

Section 222 prohibits funds for HUD financ-
ing of mortgages for properties that have 
been subject to eminent domain. 

Section 223 prohibits the use of funds to 
terminate the status of a unit of general 
local government as a metropolitan city 
with respect to grants under section 106 of 
the Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974. 

Section 224 allows funding for research, 
evaluation, and statistical purposes that is 
unexpended at the time of completion of the 
contract, grant, or cooperative agreement to 
be re-obligated for additional research. 

Section 225 prohibits funds for financial 
awards for employees subject to administra-
tive discipline. 

Section 226 allows program income as an 
eligible match for 2015 through 2024 con-
tinuum of care funds. 

Section 227 permits HUD to provide one 
year transition grants under the continuum 
of care program. 

Section 228 maintains current promise 
zone designations and agreements. 

Section 229 addresses the establishment of 
reserves for public housing agencies des-
ignated as MTW agencies. 

Section 230 prohibits funds from being used 
to make certain eligibility limitations as 
part of a notice of funding opportunity for 
competitive grant awards under the public 
housing fund. 

Section 231 makes programmatic changes 
to the rental assistance demonstration. 

Section 232 addresses the manner in which 
HUD may make adjustments for formula al-
location corrections. 

Section 233 allows for transfers to the in-
formation technology fund. 

Section 234 requires compliance with all 
process requirements when revising any an-
nual contributions contract. 

Section 235 establishes a nonrecurring ex-
penses fund for capital needs of the Depart-
ment. 

Section 236 rescinds certain unobligated 
balances. 

Section 237 prohibits the use of funds by 
HUD to issue a solicitation or accept bids on 
any solicitation that is substantially equiva-
lent to the draft solicitation entitled ‘‘Hous-
ing Assistance Payments (HAP) Contract 
Supports Services (HAPSS)’’ posted on July 
27, 2022. 

Section 238 clarifies the use of funds for 
the family self-sufficiency program. 

Section 239 extends the expenditure period 
for certain previously appropriated choice 
neighborhoods initiatives and lead hazard re-
duction program funds. 

Section 240 allows for limited transfer of 
funds from the Office of Policy Development 
and Research to the information technology 
fund. 

Section 241 extends certain MTW agree-
ments for 10 years. 

Section 242 allows a 2-year NOFO for the 
continuum of care program. 

Section 243 allows the Secretary to waive 
or specify alternatives for certain require-
ments for the mainstream and family unifi-
cation voucher programs. 

TITLE III 
RELATED AGENCIES 

ACCESS BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $9,955,000 for sala-
ries and expenses. 

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $40,000,000, of 
which $2,000,000 shall remain available until 
September 30, 2025, for the salaries and ex-
penses of the Federal Maritime Commission 
[FMC]. Of the funds provided, not more than 
$3,500 shall be available for official reception 
and representation expenses and up to 
$629,628 is available for the FMC Office of In-
spector General. 
NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $29,240,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the National Rail-
road Passenger Corporation Office of Inspec-
tor General. 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $140,000,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board [NTSB]. 

The amounts provided will allow the NTSB 
to cover baseline adjustments, and provide 
$5,693,000 for increased staffing, program in-
vestments, and operational expenses. Within 
30 days of enactment of this act, the NTSB 
shall report to the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations on the number of 
staff on board in each office on October 1, 
2023, and the number of staff it anticipates 
having on board in each office on September 
30, 2024. The agreement directs the NTSB to 
submit quarterly staffing data for each of-
fice, including hiring and separations, to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions. The agreement directs the NTSB to in-
clude both FTE and FTP data in future 
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budget justifications, and to ensure its staff-
ing levels do not exceed the level of staff 
supported by the amounts made available in 
this act. 
NEIGHBORHOOD REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

PAYMENT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
REINVESTMENT CORPORATION 

The agreement provides $158,000,000 for the 
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation, op-
erating under the trade name ‘‘Neighbor 
Works America.’’ 

Shared equity homeownership.—The agree-
ment supports NeighborWorks in its efforts 
to continue to advance shared equity models, 
but does not specify a set-aside for such ac-
tivities. NeighborWorks is directed to work 
with affiliated organizations with extensive 
experience in offering shared equity home-
ownership opportunities as technical assist-
ance providers, and to continue to develop 
and enhance professional development offer-
ings around shared equity housing. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The agreement provides $47,452,000 for the 
salaries and expenses of the Surface Trans-
portation Board [STB]. The agreement per-
mits the collection of up to $1,250,000 in user 
fees to be credited to this appropriation and 
provides that the general fund appropriation 
be reduced on a dollar-for-dollar basis by the 
actual amount collected in user fees to re-
sult in a final appropriation from the general 
fund estimated at not more than $46,202,000. 

UNITED STATES INTERAGENCY COUNCIL ON 
HOMELESSNESS 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
The agreement provides $4,300,000 for oper-

ating expenses of the U.S. Interagency Coun-
cil on Homelessness [USICH]. 

Annual reporting requirements.—The direc-
tion under this heading in House Report 118– 
154 is modified to direct the USICH to submit 
the fiscal year 2024 report no later than 120 
days after the end of the fiscal year. 

TITLE IV 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 

Section 401 prohibits the use of funds for 
the planning or execution of any program to 
pay the expenses of, or otherwise com-
pensate, non-Federal parties intervening in 
regulatory or adjudicatory proceedings. 

Section 402 prohibits the obligation of 
funds beyond the current fiscal year and the 
transfer of funds to other appropriations, un-
less expressly provided. 

Section 403 limits consulting service ex-
penditures through procurement contracts 
to those contracts contained in the public 
record, except where otherwise provided 
under existing law. 

Section 404 prohibits funds from being used 
for certain types of employee training. 

Section 405 specifies requirements for the 
reprogramming of funds and requires agen-
cies to submit a report in order to establish 
the baseline for the application of re-
programming and transfer authorities. 

Section 406 provides that not to exceed 50 
percent of unobligated balances for salaries 
and expenses may remain available until 
September 30, 2025, for each account for the 
purposes authorized, subject to the approval 
of the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations. 

Section 407 prohibits the use of funds for 
any project that seeks to use the power of 
eminent domain, unless eminent domain is 
employed only for a public use. 

Section 408 prohibits funds from being 
transferred to any department, agency, or 
instrumentality of the U.S. Government, ex-
cept where transfer authority is provided in 
this or any other appropriations act. 

Section 409 prohibits funds from being used 
by an entity unless the expenditure is in 
compliance with the Buy American Act. 

Section 410 prohibits funds from being 
made available to any person or entity that 
has been convicted of violating the Buy 
American Act. 

Section 411 prohibits funds from being used 
for first-class airline accommodations in 
contravention of sections 301–10.122 and 301– 
10.123 of title 41, CFR. 

Section 412 restricts the number of em-
ployees that agencies may send to inter-
national conferences unless such attendance 
is important to the national interest. 

Section 413 caps the amount of fees the 
STB can charge or collect for rate or prac-
tice complaints filed at the amount author-
ized for district court civil suit filing fees. 

Section 414 prohibits funds from being used 
to maintain or establish computer networks 
unless such networks block the viewing, 
downloading, or exchange of pornography. 

Section 415 prohibits funds from being used 
to deny an Inspector General timely access 
to any records, documents, or other mate-
rials available to the department or agency 
over which that Inspector General has re-
sponsibilities, or to prevent or impede that 
Inspector General’s access to such records, 
documents, or other materials. 

Section 416 prohibits funds to be used to 
pay award or incentive fees for contractors 
whose performance is below satisfactory, be-
hind schedule, over budget, or failed to meet 
requirements of the contract, with excep-
tions. 

Section 417 prohibits funds from being used 
to permanently replace an employee intent 
on returning to his or her past occupation 
following completion of military service. 

Section 418 prohibits funds from being used 
for the approval of a new foreign air carrier 
permit or exemption application if that ap-

proval would contravene U.S. law or Article 
17 bis of the U.S.-E.U.-Iceland-Norway Air 
Transport Agreement. 

Section 419 makes technical corrections to 
division L of Public Law 117–103 and Public 
Law 117–328. 

Section 420 prohibits funds made available 
by this act to HUD from being used in con-
travention of 42 U.S.C. 5155. 

Section 421 prohibits funds made available 
by this act to the DOT from being used in 
contravention of 54 U.S.C. 306108. 

Section 422 prohibits funds from being used 
to require the use of inward-facing cameras 
or require a motor carrier to be enrolled in 
the Department of Labor’s registered appren-
ticeship program as conditions for participa-
tion in the safe driver apprenticeship pilot 
program. 

Section 423 prohibits the use of funds to di-
rect a grantee to undertake specific changes 
to existing zoning laws as part of carrying 
out the final rule entitled, ‘‘Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing’’ or the notice enti-
tled, ‘‘Affirmatively Furthering Fair Hous-
ing Assessment Tool’’. 

Section 424 restates current law regarding 
eligibility and ineligibility of immigrants to 
receive housing assistance. 

Section 425 increases the weight limita-
tions for certain vehicles on the interstate in 
Mississippi and West Virginia by special per-
mit. 

Section 426 prohibits funds made available 
to the DOT from being used to enforce a 
mask mandate in response to the COVID–19 
virus. 

DISCLOSURE OF EARMARKS AND CON-
GRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING 
ITEMS 

Following is a list of congressional ear-
marks and congressionally directed spending 
items (as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, respectively) included in the bill or 
this explanatory statement, along with the 
name of each House Member, Senator, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner who sub-
mitted a request to the Committee of juris-
diction for each item so identified. For each 
item, a Member is required to provide a cer-
tification that neither the Member nor the 
Member’s immediate family has a financial 
interest, and each Senator is required to pro-
vide a certification that neither the Senator 
nor the Senator’s immediate family has a pe-
cuniary interest in such congressionally di-
rected spending item. Neither the bill nor 
the explanatory statement contains any lim-
ited tax benefits or limited tariff benefits as 
defined in the applicable House and Senate 
rules. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2208 March 5, 2024 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAITLIN CLARK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am 
proud to recognize University of Iowa’s 
Caitlin Clark, a true generational tal-
ent, for her historic achievements in 
women’s collegiate basketball. Clark is 
a West Des Moines native. 

In the Hawkeyes’ February 15, 2024, 
matchup against the Michigan Wolver-
ines, Clark became the alltime leading 
scorer in NCAA women’s basketball 
history. She clinched the record in the 
opening 2 minutes with three baskets, 
including a logo 3-point shot. She put 
up 49 total points that game in the 
Carver Hawkeye Arena, a new school 
and personal best. 

Less than 3 weeks later, during her 
last regular season game with the 
Hawkeyes, Clark surpassed ‘‘Pistol’’ 
Pete Maravich’s 1970 record for highest 
number of points scored in the NCAA. 
To date, Clark has racked up 3,685 ca-
reer points, more than any Division I 
player in history, men’s or women’s. 

Clark’s success is undoubtedly the 
dividend of her hard work, discipline, 
and dedication. It seems to have earned 
her a suffix: ‘‘the first.’’ 

Clark, the first player to record a 40- 
point triple-double in men’s or wom-
en’s NCAA tournament history. 

Clark, the first player to drop con-
secutive 40-point games in the women’s 
NCAA tournament. 

Clark, the first Division I player to 
top 3,000 points, 1,000 assists, and 800 
rebounds. 

Clark, the first Big Ten player to win 
every major national player of the year 
award: AP Player of the Year, the 
Honda Sports Award, the John R. 
Wooden Award, Naismith College Play-
er of the Year, USBWA National Player 
of the Year, and the Wade Trophy. 

She is a team player, too. In the 2022– 
23 season, Clark was responsible for 48 
percent of the team’s assists—another 
first. No other Division I player, male 
or female, had ever accounted for more 
than 42 percent of their team’s assists. 

Clark is captivating the world with 
her talent, competitiveness, team spir-
it, sportsmanship, leadership, work 
ethic, and evident love for the game of 
basketball. Already, she has become 
one of history’s most influential 
women in sports. 

Public engagement in women’s col-
lege basketball has never before 
reached today’s heights. During the 
2023 NCAA Tournament, the champion-
ship boasted a sellout crowd of 19,482 
ticket holders and 9.9 million at-home 

viewers. The Hawkeyes’ Final Four 
faceoff garnered 5.5 million viewers, 
making it the most-watched Women’s 
NCAA Tournament semifinals game on 
the books. Weeks ahead of the Hawk-
eyes’ 2023–24 season opener, the team 
broke the alltime attendance record 
for a single women’s basketball game 
when 55,646 spectators packed Kinnick 
Stadium for a charity-benefit exhi-
bition. The 2024 Big Ten Women’s Bas-
ketball Tournament is sold out for the 
first time ever. 

The ‘‘Caitlin Clark Effect’’ is not just 
changing women’s college basketball; 
it is inspiring athletes of all ages, 
across all sports. As Clark continues to 
rise through the ranks of the ‘‘all-time 
greats,’’ I congratulate her on behalf of 
the Hawkeye State. Keep making us 
proud. Go Hawks. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JON SHAW 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President, 
I stand to recognize and congratulate 
Mr. Jon Shaw on his retirement from 
Federal Civilian Service after serving 
over 16 years in U.S. Central Com-
mand’s Special Staff Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs. Mr. Shaw served in var-
ious legislative affairs positions includ-
ing legislative analyst, deputy direc-
tor, and executive director. In his civil-
ian service, Mr. Shaw has served under 
nine commanders from Admiral Fallon, 
General Dempsey, General Petraeus, 
General Allen, General Mattis, General 
Austin, General Votel, General 
McKenzie, and U.S. Central Command’s 
present commander, General Kurilla. 
During his time in the civil service, 
Mr. Shaw has been a part of numerous 
operational planning teams, crisis ac-
tion teams, councils, and boards pro-
viding legislative expertise. 

Mr. Shaw’s 44 years of faithful serv-
ice to our Nation began on April 4, 1980, 
when he enlisted in the U.S. Army. His 
23 years of military service culminated 
with his retirement as a sergeant 
major from U.S. Central Command on 1 
October 2003. Once again, congratula-
tions to Mr. Shaw on his retirement 
and for his service to the United States 
of America. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING DUNGEY’S 
FURNITURE & FLOORS 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week, I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit. This week it is my privilege to 
recognize Dungey’s Furniture & Floors 
of New Hampton, IA, as the Senate 
Small Business of the Week. 

Dungey’s Furniture & Floors was 
founded by Everett Dungey in 1963 on 
East Main Street in New Hampton. 
Dungey’s Furniture & Floors offers 
high-quality furniture, flooring, bed-

ding, and window treatments to cus-
tomers throughout Northeast Iowa. In 
1983, Everett Dungey’s sons Mark and 
Trace took over the business and have 
been running it ever since. In 1987, 
Mark and Trace expanded to a second 
location in Osage, IA. In 2014, 1 year 
after they celebrated their 50th busi-
ness anniversary, their New Hampton 
location was tragically destroyed by a 
fire. Dungey’s Furniture & Floors 
moved to a temporary location on In-
dustrial Avenue in New Hampton and 
broke ground on a new permanent New 
Hampton location in 2016. In October 
2017, their new location opened on 
Canty Avenue in New Hampton, thanks 
to the perseverance of the Dungey fam-
ily, their employees, and their commu-
nity. 

Today, the 25,000-square-foot New 
Hampton store is open and proudly 
serving the Iowa community. Dungey’s 
Furniture & Floors are members of the 
Horizons Chamber of Commerce and 
the New Hampton Economic Develop-
ment. They are also members of the 
Furniture First Buying Group, a na-
tional cooperative of independently 
owned retail furniture dealers. 

The Dungey’s Furniture & Floors 
team is actively involved in the New 
Hampton community. They have par-
ticipated in the New Hampton Light 
Project, a New Hampton community 
project that decorates the town around 
the holiday season. In 2023, Dungey’s 
Furniture & Floors were named the 
marshals for the New Hampton Heart-
land Days. Due to their hard work, 
Dungey’s Furniture & Floors cele-
brated its 61st business anniversary in 
2024. 

I want to commend the Dungey fam-
ily for achieving their American dream 
and operating a fantastic small busi-
ness. Congratulations to the Dungey 
family and the entire Dungey’s Fur-
niture & Floors team on their incred-
ible commitment to our communities. 
I look forward to seeing your continued 
growth and success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY FLAKE 
JOHNSON 

∑ Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise to 
commend Nancy Flake Johnson of the 
Urban League of Greater Atlanta for 
her leadership and service to the State 
of Georgia. 

Ms. Johnson has served as president 
and CEO of the Urban League of Great-
er Atlanta since 2008. She previously 
served as vice president of programs for 
the Detroit Urban League, led Howard 
University’s Small Business Develop-
ment Center, and operated an account-
ing practice. Under Ms. Johnson’s lead-
ership, the Urban League of Greater 
Atlanta has worked tirelessly to de-
liver impactful programs focusing on 
economic mobility; developing, deliv-
ering, and advocating for innovative 
policies; and creating partnerships in 
both public and private sectors. The 
Urban League works to empower 
Black-owned small businesses, provide 
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direct support to young people, and 
help connect job seekers with work-
force development and employment op-
portunities. 

This year, Ms. Johnson was named 
one of Georgia Trend’s 2024 Most Influ-
ential Georgians. She was previously 
honored as one of 21 Women Who Mean 
Business for 2020 by the Atlanta Busi-
ness Chronicle and was a 2019 Honoree 
as one of Atlanta’s 500 Most Powerful 
Leaders by Atlanta Magazine. 

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I com-
mend Nancy Flake Johnson for her 
work and for her leadership as presi-
dent of the Urban League of Greater 
Atlanta.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PEDRO MARIN 
∑ Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor State Representative 
Pedro ‘‘Pete’’ Marin, Georgia’s longest 
serving Hispanic State legislator, as he 
concludes his distinguished career in 
Georgia’s State House. 

Earlier this year, Representative 
Marin announced he would not seek re-
election to Georgia’s State House after 
over two decades of service rep-
resenting the people of Gwinnett Coun-
ty. Born in Puerto Rico, Representa-
tive Marin moved to Georgia in 1995. 
He was elected to Georgia’s State 
House in 2002, among a trio who be-
came the first Hispanic lawmakers in 
Georgia’s history. Throughout his ten-
ure, Representative Marin has been a 
tireless advocate for his constituents, 
championing causes like education and 
social justice, helping bring the needs 
of Georgia’s Latino community to the 
forefront of the legislative discussion. 
Representative Marin’s commitment to 
education has been unwavering, ensur-
ing that children in Georgia have ac-
cess to a quality education, regardless 
of their background. His dedication to 
empowering Hispanic youth has and 
will continue to leave a lasting impact 
on the future of our State. Representa-
tive Marin has long worked to break 
down barriers and create opportunities 
for all communities, not just Georgia’s 
Latino community. 

As we reflect on Representative 
Marin’s remarkable career, let us ex-
press our gratitude for his service and 
leadership. His integrity and dedica-
tion to public service serve as an inspi-
ration to us all. 

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize and commend Georgia State Rep-
resentative Pedro Marin for his out-
standing contributions to the State of 
Georgia, for his tireless efforts on be-
half of Georgia’s beloved Latino com-
munity, and for his decades of public 
service.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICK SELIMOS 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I honor 
Nick Selimos in celebration of his 50 
years as manager and maı̂tre d’ at The 
Monocle Restaurant, a fixture on Cap-
itol Hill. 

Nick Selimos was born in Sparta in 
the Peloponnese region of Greece. He 

spent his childhood there before immi-
grating to the United States of Amer-
ica to study physics at the University 
of Maryland. On Friday, March 8, 1974, 
Nick started what he expected to be a 
part-time job working with a Greek 
family but ended up with a 50-year ca-
reer at The Monocle. 

When you enter The Monocle, it is 
Nick that who greet you by name, firm 
handshake, and a smile. He always 
asks about your day, your family, and 
enjoys a little political banter as he 
walks you to your table. An avid read-
er, Nick takes current events seriously; 
he is always on top of what is hap-
pening on Capitol Hill, across the coun-
try, and internationally. 

Nick embodies true ‘‘Greek hospi-
tality’’ by always treating everyone 
with respect and familial ease. The 
magic of Nick’s charm is evidenced by 
the regular customers who dine at The 
Monocle who enjoy spending time with 
him. His tireless work ethic has set a 
standard for excellence in the industry. 
Please join me in congratulating Nick 
Selimos on his remarkable career.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE KIEL OPERA 
HOUSE 

∑ Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the Kiel Opera House, 
now known as the Stifel Theatre, for 90 
years of professional entertainment 
and creativity. 

In 1917, Mayor Henry Kiel, opera im-
presario Guy Golterman, and Parks 
Commissioner Nelson Cunliff com-
mitted to building a civic opera house 
in downtown St. Louis that would rival 
those of Europe. Citizens of St. Louis 
passed the 1923 bond issue to improve 
the infrastructure of St. Louis, includ-
ing the creation of the Municipal Audi-
torium complex on Market Street with 
the opera house and large auditorium 
as the centerpiece. The Municipal Au-
ditorium was inaugurated in April 1934, 
opening with 61 shows, concerts, op-
eras, and special events. 

Kiel Opera House served admirably 
for five decades. In its early years, the 
theatre was home to the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra and celebrities 
like Rex Harrison and Jose Ferrer. Be-
tween the 1950s and 1980s, stars like 
Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Johnny Cash, Tony Bennett, Aretha 
Franklin, Frank Sinatra, Bob Dylan, 
The Rolling Stones and others graced 
the stage. 

In October 2011, after nearly 20 years 
vacant, the Kiel Opera House was re-
stored. Its economic strength inspired 
community leaders and catalyzed 13 
years of development and redevelop-
ment across Missouri from Market 
West to Jefferson and north to Wash-
ington. 

The Kiel Opera House is a historic 
gemstone that highlights St. Louis’s 
commitment to the arts, and I hope it 
continues to be a treasured host of the 
arts for years to come.∑ 

RECOGNIZING SOUTH CAROLINA 
CITIZENS FOR LIFE 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, as the junior Senator from 
the great State of South Carolina, it is 
my pleasure to honor the legacy of 
South Carolina Citizens for Life, SCCL, 
as they celebrate their 50th jubilee an-
niversary. Formed in the wake of Roe 
v. Wade, SCCL’s tireless work has been 
instrumental in saving hundreds of 
thousands of lives over the past five 
decades. Today, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating all they have 
done to create a culture of life in South 
Carolina and across the country. 

South Carolina Citizens for Life has 
an incredible record of successfully 
fighting to nurture life at every stage. 
Their efforts have championed a total 
of 16 pro-life measures that became 
law, including legislation which banned 
doctor prescribed suicide and the Pa-
rental Consent Act, which resulted in a 
16 percent drop in abortions the year 
following its passage. 

Additionally, South Carolina Citizens 
for Life spreads awareness about the 
value of every human life through its 
booth at the South Carolina State 
Fair. As SCCL’s largest educational re-
source, this booth has been instru-
mental in helping millions encounter 
the humanity of the unborn, many for 
the first time. For the past 45 years, 
fair volunteers have faithfully provided 
crucial information and resources, em-
powering vulnerable pregnant mothers 
to choose life. 

In 2022, South Carolina Citizens for 
Life rejoiced when the U.S. Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. Wade, ush-
ering in a new chapter for the pro-life 
movement. While they celebrated the 
lifesaving decision, SCCL continues to 
press forward, leading the Palmetto 
State in fighting abortion on demand 
and helping expectant women choose 
life. Whether they are fighting to pass 
the Human Life Protection Act or con-
tinuing to spread the pro-life message 
at our State fair, SCCL’s unwavering 
commitment to the sanctity of life re-
mains stronger than ever. 

Congratulations to SCCL on their 
50th jubilee anniversary and for cham-
pioning the unborn for half a century.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13692 OF MARCH 8, 2015, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE SITUATION IN 
VENEZUELA—PM 40 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
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from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13692 of March 8, 2015, with re-
spect to the situation in Venezuela is 
to continue in effect beyond March 8, 
2024. 

The situation in Venezuela continues 
to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For 
this reason, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13692 with respect to the situation in 
Venezuela. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 5, 2024. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on March 1, 2024, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska) has signed the following en-
rolled bill: 

H.R. 7463. An act making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 2024, 
and for other purposes. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the en-
rolled bill was signed on March 1, 2024, 
during the adjournment of the Senate, 
by the President pro tempore (Mrs. 
MURRAY). 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5426. An act to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration 
to provide a link to resources for submitting 
reports on suspected fraud relating to cer-
tain COVID–19 loans. 

H.R. 7102. An act to establish an Office of 
Native American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 7128. An act to establish requirements 
relating to size standard compliance of small 

business concerns owned and controlled by 
women for certain purposes, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4984. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to transfer administrative juris-
diction over the Robert F. Kennedy Memo-
rial Stadium Campus to the District of Co-
lumbia so that the District may use the cam-
pus for purposes including residential and 
commercial development and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

H.R. 5426. An act to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration 
to provide a link to resources for submitting 
reports on suspected fraud relating to cer-
tain COVID–19 loans; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

H.R. 7128. An act to establish requirements 
relating to size standard compliance of small 
business concerns owned and controlled by 
women for certain purposes, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3853. A bill to extend the period for fil-
ing claims under the Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act and to provide for com-
pensation under such Act for claims relating 
to Manhattan Project waste, and to improve 
compensation for workers involved in ura-
nium mining. 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 7102. An act to establish an Office of 
Native American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3662. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel of Legal Policy, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Monetary Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustment for 2024’’ (Docket 
No. OLP 176) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 28, 2024; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3663. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Recruitment and Management, Justice 
Management Division, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Whistleblower Pro-
tection for Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Employees’’ (RIN1105–AB47) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 22, 
2024; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3664. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons, Department of Justice, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Inmate Legal Activities: Visits by Attor-
neys’’ (RIN1120–AB75) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 

President of the Senate on February 22, 2024; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3665. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulatory Coordination Division, 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Asylum Interview Interpreter Re-
quirement Modification Due to COVID–19; 
Extension’’ (RIN1615–AC70) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 14, 
2024; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3666. A communication from the Acting 
Chief Privacy and Civil Liberties Officer, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Privacy 
Act Regulations’’ (RIN1105–AB66) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
February 13, 2024; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–3667. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the activities of the Department of 
Justice, Community Relations Service for 
fiscal year 2022; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

EC–3668. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘2021 Annual Report of the National In-
stitute of Justice’’; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–3669. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Judicial Conference of the United 
States, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Report of the Proceedings of 
the Judicial Conference of the United 
States’’ for the September 2023 calendar ses-
sion; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–3670. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulatory Coordination Division, 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services Fee Schedule and Changes to Cer-
tain Other Immigration Benefit Request Re-
quirements’’ (RIN1615–AC68) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 6, 2024; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

EC–3671. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the eleventh 
annual report relative to the Department of 
Justice’s activities regarding pre-1980 ra-
cially motivated homicides, as required by 
the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights 
Crimes Act of 2007 and fifth annual report to 
Congress pursuant to the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crimes Reauthorization 
Act of 2016; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–3672. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to Cuba 
that was originally declared in Proclamation 
6867 of March 1, 1996; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science , and Transportation. 

EC–3673. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting a legislative proposal entitled ‘‘Supple-
mental Coast Guard Authorization Act of 
2024’’; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3674. A communication from the Attor-
ney, Office of the General Counsel, Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Standard for All-Terrain Vehicles’’ (Docket 
No. CPSC–2017–0032) received in the Office of 
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the President of the Senate on February 8, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3675. A communication from the Bu-
reau Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Federal Communications Commis-
sion released a Second Report and Order en-
titled Connect America Fund’’ ((RIN3060– 
AK57) (FCC 23–118) (WC Docket No. 10–90)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on January 25, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3676. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Expansion 
of the Red Hills Lake County Viticultural 
Area’’ (RIN1513–AC82) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
27, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3677. A communication from the Biolo-
gist of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, Department of Commerce, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Taking of Marine Mammals 
Incidental to Commercial Fishing Oper-
ations; Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduc-
tion Plan Regulations’’ (RIN0648–BM31) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 28, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3678. A communication from the Ma-
rine Resources Management Specialist, Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Takes of Ma-
rine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activi-
ties; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to 
the Empire Wind Project, Offshore New 
York’’ (RIN0648–BL97) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on February 
27, 2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3679. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Media Bureau, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘2018 Quadrennial Regulatory Review—Re-
view of the Commission’s Broadcast Owner-
ship Rules and Other Rules Adopted Pursu-
ant to Section 202 of the Telecommuni-
cations Act of 1996’’ ((FCC–23–117) (MB Dock-
et No. 18–349)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 8, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3680. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4095’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31526)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 13, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3681. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace; San Juan, PR’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0052)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 20, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3682. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-

tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Liberty, TX’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1984)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 20, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science , and Transportation. 

EC–3683. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Litchfield, MN’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–2117)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 14, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3684. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Harrison, OH’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Dock-
et No. FAA–2023–2118)) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 14, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3685. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of VOR Federal 
Airway V–36 and Establishment of RNAV 
Route T–675; Northcentral United States’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1325)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3686. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Modification of Class E Air-
space; Minden-Tahoe Airport, Minden, NV; 
Correction’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–1006)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3687. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of United 
States Area Navigation Route (RNAV) Q–476, 
and Amendment of United States (RNAV) 
Route T–393; Northeastern United States’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1417)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3688. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4098’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31529)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
February 14, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3689. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-

cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4097’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31528)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
February 14, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3690. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4096’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31527)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
February 14, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3691. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22657’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1041)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3692. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22655’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1037)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3693. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22658’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–0429)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3694. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22652’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–0657)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3695. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22649’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1895)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3696. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22656’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2004)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
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EC–3697. A communication from the Man-

agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22661’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0033)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3698. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22643’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1498)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3699. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22645’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1890)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3700. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Dassault Aviation Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22634’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1502)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3701. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
General Electric Company Engines; Amend-
ment 39–22650’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–1647)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 14, 2024; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3702. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Various Helicopters; Amendment 39–22662’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0034)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 14, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3703. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
GE Aviation Czech s.r.o. (Type Certificate 
Previously Held by WALTER Engines a.s., 
Walter a.s., and MOTORLET a.s.) Engines; 
Amendment 39–22654’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1811)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 14, 
2024; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3704. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 

Airbus Helicopters; Amendment 39–22665’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0039)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 28, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3705. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22659’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2136)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 28, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3706. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22651’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1219)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3707. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22660’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2145)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3708. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22667’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1649)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3709. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22673’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2024–0224)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2024; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3710. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; De Havilland Aircraft of 
Canada Limited (Type Certificate Previously 
Held by Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes; Amend-
ment 39–22666’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–0933)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 28, 2024; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3711. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Helicopteres Guimbal Heli-
copters; Amendment 39–22664’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–0037)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 28, 2024; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3712. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 

transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace, and Removal of Class E 
Airspace; Jupiter, FL’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1587)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 28, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3713. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Ozark, AL and Columbus, GA’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–0197)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 28, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3714. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4099’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31530)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 28, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3715. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4100’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31531)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 28, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms. 
BUTLER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 3860. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for patient 
protection by limiting the number of manda-
tory overtime hours a nurse may be required 
to work in certain providers of services to 
which payments are made under the Medi-
care Program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. CASSIDY, and Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO): 

S. 3861. A bill to terminate the United 
States-People’s Republic of China Income 
Tax Convention if the People’s Liberation 
Army initiates an armed attack against Tai-
wan; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. 3862. A bill to modify the multifamily 

loan limits under title II of the National 
Housing Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 3863. A bill to clarify the country of ori-

gin of certain passenger motor vehicles; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr. MURPHY): 

S. 3864. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for congenital 
Cytomegalovirus screening of newborns; to 
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the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. COTTON (for himself and Mr. 
CRAMER): 

S. 3865. A bill to require rental car compa-
nies to allow customers to terminate a rent-
al car agreement if they would otherwise be 
forced to rent an electric motor vehicle 
against their wishes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 3866. A bill to require the imposition of 

additional duties with respect to imports of 
green energy goods that originate in the 
People’s Republic of China, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. REED, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 3867. A bill to create livable commu-
nities through coordinated public invest-
ment and streamlined requirements, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 3868. A bill to impose a duty of $20,000 

per motor vehicle produced in or by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 3869. A bill to require vehicles to comply 

with the rules of origin of the United States- 
Mexico-Canada Agreement in order to qual-
ify for certain Federal programs; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO: 
S. 3870. A bill to amend the Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act to expand eligi-
bility for certain financial assistance for the 
acquisition of slip-on tanker units for 
wildland firefighting; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself and 
Ms. LUMMIS): 

S. 3871. A bill to establish a whole-home re-
pairs program for eligible homeowners and 
eligible landlords, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
DAINES, and Mr. BARRASSO): 

S. 3872. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to clarify that international or-
ganizations are not immune from the juris-
diction of the courts of the United States in 
certain cases related to terrorism; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 3873. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to expand eligibility for Post-9/ 
11 Educational Assistance to members of the 
National Guard who perform certain full- 
time duty, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms. 
ROSEN): 

S. 3874. A bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign support for terrorist organi-
zations in Gaza and the West Bank, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. Res. 571. A resolution honoring the lead-
ership and celebrating the retirement of 

Edwin Walker, the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Aging for the Administration for 
Community Living; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. Res. 572. A resolution congratulating 
Iowa native Caitlin Clark on becoming the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association Di-
vision I basketball leading scorer; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. Res. 573. A resolution commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the Boldt decision of 
1974; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 131 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 131, a bill to amend chapter 81 
of title 5, United States Code, to cover, 
for purposes of workers’ compensation 
under such chapter, services by physi-
cian assistants and nurse practitioners 
provided to injured Federal workers, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 173 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BUTLER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 173, a bill to amend chap-
ter 44 of title 18, United States Code, to 
require the safe storage of firearms, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 539 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 539, a bill to amend the 
Federal Credit Union Act to exclude 
extensions of credit made to veterans 
from the definition of a member busi-
ness loan. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
597, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions. 

S. 610 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
610, a bill to amend the Federal Credit 
Union Act to modify the frequency of 
board of directors meetings, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 711 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
711, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the invaluable service 
that working dogs provide to society. 

S. 759 
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
759, a bill to authorize the National De-
tector Dog Training Center, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1514 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 

KING) and the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KELLY) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1514, a bill to amend the National 
Housing Act to establish a mortgage 
insurance program for first responders, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1677 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1677, a bill to secure the Federal 
voting rights of persons when released 
from incarceration. 

S. 1979 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1979, a bill to amend title 9 of the 
United States Code with respect to ar-
bitration of disputes involving age dis-
crimination. 

S. 1999 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1999, a bill to protect an individ-
ual’s ability to access contraceptives 
and to engage in contraception and to 
protect a health care provider’s ability 
to provide contraceptives, contracep-
tion, and information related to con-
traception. 

S. 2086 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2086, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Commerce to establish 
the Sea Turtle Rescue Assistance 
Grant Program. 

S. 2407 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2407, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
the coordination of programs to pre-
vent and treat obesity, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2548 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2548, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to establish an 
Aviation Security Checkpoint Tech-
nology Fund in the Department of 
Homeland Security to fund invest-
ments in aviation security checkpoint 
technology, and for other purposes. 

S. 2561 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2561, a bill to provide greater controls 
and restrictions on revolving door lob-
bying. 

S. 2581 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2581, a bill to extend the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000. 

S. 2678 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
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SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2678, a bill to provide for an invest-
ment screening mechanism relating to 
covered sectors. 

S. 2718 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2718, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve matters relat-
ing to medical examinations for vet-
erans disability compensation, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2769 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2769, a bill to amend the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 and the 
Portal-to-Portal Act of 1947 to prevent 
wage theft and assist in the recovery of 
stolen wages, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Labor to administer grants to 
prevent wage and hour violations, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2825 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2825, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 
United States Army Dustoff crews of 
the Vietnam War, collectively, in rec-
ognition of their extraordinary her-
oism and life-saving actions in Viet-
nam. 

S. 2861 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2861, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to Billie 
Jean King, an American icon, in rec-
ognition of a remarkable life devoted 
to championing equal rights for all, in 
sports and in society. 

S. 2963 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2963, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide a credit for in-
vestment in Community Development 
Financial Institutions. 

S. 3126 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3126, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to furnish or re-
place a headstone, marker, or medal-
lion for the grave of an eligible Medal 
of Honor recipient regardless of the re-
cipient’s dates of service in the Armed 
Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 3356 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3356, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to modify the role and du-

ties of United States Postal Service po-
lice officers, and for other purposes. 

S. 3488 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3488, a bill to amend title 51, 
United States Code, to provide for a 
NASA public-private talent program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3543 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3543, a bill to 
establish the Historic Greenwood Dis-
trict-Black Wall Street National 
Monument in the State of Oklahoma, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3568 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3568, a bill to amend chapter 
3081 of title 54, United States Code, to 
enhance the protection and preserva-
tion of America’s battlefields. 

S. 3659 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3659, a bill to require a citizenship 
question on the decennial census, to re-
quire reporting on certain census sta-
tistics, and to modify apportionment of 
Representatives to be based on United 
States citizens instead of all persons. 

S. 3775 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) and the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 3775, a 
bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to reauthorize the BOLD Infra-
structure for Alzheimer’s Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3801 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3801, a bill to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to prohibit the Federal Re-
serve banks from offering certain prod-
ucts or services directly to an indi-
vidual, to prohibit the use of central 
bank digital currency for monetary 
policy, and for other purposes. 

S. 3804 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3804, a bill to designate 
the area of Sumner Row between 16th 
Street Northwest and L Street North-
west in Washington, District of Colum-
bia, as ‘‘Alexi Navalny Way’’ . 

S. 3819 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3819, a bill to direct the Federal 
Trade Commission to issue regulations 

to establish shrinkflation as an unfair 
or deceptive act or practice, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3848 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3848, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Labor to freeze the existing adverse ef-
fect wage rate applicable to H–2A non-
immigrants through December 31, 2025. 

S. 3853 
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. KELLY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3853, a bill to extend 
the period for filing claims under the 
Radiation Exposure Compensation Act 
and to provide for compensation under 
such Act for claims relating to Man-
hattan Project waste, and to improve 
compensation for workers involved in 
uranium mining. 

S. 3855 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3855, a bill to interconnect the Elec-
tric Reliability Council of Texas to its 
neighbors, and for other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 62 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN), the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) and the Senator 
from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS) were 
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 62, a 
joint resolution providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service relating to 
‘‘Importation of Fresh Beef From Para-
guay’’ . 

S. RES. 450 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 450, a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate that para-
professionals and education support 
staff should have fair compensation, 
benefits, and working conditions. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 571—HON-
ORING THE LEADERSHIP AND 
CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF EDWIN WALKER, THE DEP-
UTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR AGING FOR THE ADMINIS-
TRATION FOR COMMUNITY LIV-
ING 
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. KAINE, 

Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. SANDERS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions: 
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S. RES. 571 

Whereas Edwin Walker is a consummate 
public servant whose steadfast leadership 
has had an immeasurable impact on the 
health and well-being of older adults and 
their family caregivers; 

Whereas Edwin Walker began his career in 
aging services with the Missouri Division on 
Aging and has remained committed to 
strengthening the aging services network; 

Whereas Edwin Walker has led the Admin-
istration on Aging, which carries out the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3001 et 
seq.) and promotes the well-being of older 
adults by providing services and programs 
designed to help them live independently in 
their homes and communities, since June 
1992; 

Whereas Edwin Walker has ensured the 
sustainability of the Administration on 
Aging by remaining focused on the mission 
of supporting older adults with the greatest 
economic and social need, and through the 
cultivation of partnerships across Federal, 
State, and local governments and with com-
munity organizations; 

Whereas Edwin Walker has provided lead-
ership, stability, and vision during periods of 
transition, including between 6 different ad-
ministrations and through the establishment 
of the Administration for Community Living 
in 2012, which now houses the Administra-
tion on Aging; 

Whereas Edwin Walker has provided expert 
guidance during 5 reauthorizations of the 
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3001 et 
seq.) and led the translation and adoption of 
evidence-based interventions to improve 
health, reduce hospitalizations and emer-
gency department visits, and reduce overall 
expenditures related to chronic diseases, dia-
betes, falls prevention, and behavioral 
health; 

Whereas Edwin Walker worked in partner-
ship with the aging services network at the 
Federal, State, and local levels to meet the 
critical needs of older adults during the 
COVID–19 pandemic, including through the 
timely distribution of pandemic relief fund-
ing; 

Whereas Edwin Walker led the team that— 
(1) developed the Family Caregiving Advi-

sory Council pursuant to section 4(a) of the 
Recognize, Assist, Include, Support, and En-
gage Family Caregivers Act of 2017 (42 U.S.C. 
3030s note; Public Law 115–119); 

(2) developed the Advisory Council to Sup-
port Grandparents Raising Grandchildren es-
tablished section 3(a) of the Supporting 
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act 
(Public Law 115–196; 132 Stat. 1511); and 

(3) informed the creation of the 2022 Na-
tional Strategy to Support Family Care-
givers; 

Whereas Edwin Walker built the Federal 
infrastructure needed to better address elder 
abuse and neglect in the United States, in-
cluding through the implementation of the 
Elder Justice Coordinating Council estab-
lished by section 2021(a) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397k(a)); 

Whereas Edwin Walker serves as a trusted 
and respected partner to many, and the guid-
ance provided by Edwin Walker has advanced 
the impact of the aging network by fostering 
a community of mission-driven leaders com-
mitted to advancing the health and well- 
being of older adults with the greatest eco-
nomic and social need; and 

Whereas the legacy of Edwin Walker— 
(1) is one of public service, steadfast com-

mitment to the mission and supporting older 
adults with the greatest economic and social 
need, and cultivation of a robust aging net-
work; and 

(2) will remain long after his retirement 
from public service and will forever serve as 

a beacon to those pursuing careers that ad-
vance the public good; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the leadership of Edwin Walker, 

the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aging for 
the Administration for Community Living; 

(2) celebrates the retirement of Edwin 
Walker; and 

(3) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the 
family of Edwin Walker. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 572—CON-
GRATULATING IOWA NATIVE 
CAITLIN CLARK ON BECOMING 
THE NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION DIVI-
SION I BASKETBALL LEADING 
SCORER 
Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr. 

GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

S. RES. 572 

Whereas, on March 3, 2024, during a basket-
ball game between the University of Iowa 
Hawkeyes and the Ohio State University 
Buckeyes, Caitlin Clark (referred to in this 
preamble as ‘‘Clark’’) became the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (referred to 
in this preamble as the ‘‘NCAA’’) Division I 
basketball all-time leading scorer; 

Whereas, because of Clark and the Univer-
sity of Iowa Hawkeyes women’s basketball 
team (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Hawkeyes’’), women’s sports are being cov-
ered and talked about at the national level 
in the United States with the same fervor as 
men’s sports; 

Whereas the Hawkeyes have sold out 
games at home in Carver Hawkeye Arena 
and on the road in arenas across the United 
States; 

Whereas every sold-out game is full of 
young girls watching Clark and the Hawk-
eyes demonstrate the excitement, competi-
tion, and fun that is possible because of 
women’s sports; 

Whereas women’s sports serve as an impor-
tant way for young girls to develop dis-
cipline, teamwork, confidence, and leader-
ship skills, and the achievements of female 
athletes should be celebrated; 

Whereas Clark serves as a role model, dem-
onstrating that dreams are achievable with 
hard work and dedication; and 

Whereas Iowans are proud of Clark and 
thankful for the opportunity to watch Clark, 
one of the greatest athletes to ever play col-
lege basketball, compete for the Hawkeyes: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates Caitlin Clark on becom-

ing the National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion Division I basketball all-time leading 
scorer; and 

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) Caitlin Clark; 
(B) the athletic director at the University 

of Iowa, Beth Goetz; and 
(C) the head coach of the University of 

Iowa Hawkeyes women’s basketball team, 
Lisa Bluder. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 573—COM-
MEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BOLDT DECI-
SION OF 1974 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. CANT-

WELL, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. MERKLEY) 

submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs: 

S. RES. 573 

Whereas, since time immemorial, fish have 
been an integral part of Native American 
cultural, spiritual, and economic life in the 
Northwest; 

Whereas, between 1854 and 1859, the United 
States Government signed a series of trea-
ties with Indian Tribes across the Northwest, 
reserving to the Indian Tribes the right to 
fish in their usual and accustomed places, in 
common with the citizens of the Washington 
Territory; 

Whereas article VI of the Constitution of 
the United States recognizes treaties as the 
supreme law of the land, including those 
with Indian Tribes; 

Whereas, after the Indian Tribes signed 
these treaties, their right to fish in accord-
ance with these treaties was not upheld, 
leading to more than 100 years of litigation; 

Whereas, following decades of arrests and 
fish-ins during which Billy Frank Jr. and 
other Tribal members exercised their treaty- 
protected fishing rights, Indian Tribes won a 
historic legal victory protecting those 
rights; 

Whereas, on February 12, 1974, United 
States District Court Judge George Boldt 
ruled in United States v. State of Washington, 
384 F. Supp. 312 (W.D. Wash. 1974), that— 

(1) Indian Tribes that were parties to trea-
ties which reserved their right to fish could 
take up to 50 percent of the fish harvest that 
passed through their recognized fishing 
grounds, to be calculated on a river-by-river, 
run-by-run basis; 

(2) State law could not regulate treaty- 
based tribal fishing rights; and 

(3) Treaty Tribes would co-manage fish-
eries in Washington State; 

Whereas the decision was affirmed by the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit in United States v. State of Wash-
ington, 520 F.2d 676 (9th Cir. 1976); 

Whereas Tribal co-management of Wash-
ington fisheries led to the creation of the 
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission and 
the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Com-
mission; 

Whereas the Northwest Indian Fishing 
Commission member Indian Tribes include 
the Lummi, Nooksack, Swinomish, Upper 
Skagit, Sauk-Suiattle, Stillaguamish, 
Tulalip, Muckleshoot, Puyallup, Nisqually, 
Squaxin Island, Skokomish, Suquamish, 
Port Gamble S’Klallam, Jamestown 
S’Klallam, Lower Elwha Klallam, Makah, 
Quileute, Quinault, and Hoh Tribes; 

Whereas the Columbia River Inter-Tribal 
Fish Commission member Indian Tribes in-
clude the Nez Perce Tribe, the Confederated 
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, 
the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 
Reservation of Oregon, and the Confederated 
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation; 

Whereas sharply declining salmon popu-
lations continue to threaten the ability of 
the Indian Tribes to exercise their treaty 
rights, secure their economic futures, and 
protect important cultural practices; and 

Whereas the Boldt decision reinforced 
Tribal sovereignty, elevated the legal status 
of Tribal treaty rights, and advanced re-
source co-management: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the 50th anniversary of 

the Boldt decision; 
(2) recognizes the importance of Tribal 

treaty rights; 
(3) acknowledges the invaluable role that 

the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
and the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission play in fisheries management; 
and 
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(4) reaffirms its commitment to support 

salmon recovery. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 6, 2024 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, March 6; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
the conclusion of morning business, the 
Senate proceed to executive session 
and resume consideration of the 
Keohane nomination postcloture; fur-
ther, that all time be considered ex-
pired at 11:30 a.m.; and that following 
the cloture vote on the Marvit nomina-
tion, the Senate recess until 2:15 p.m. 
for the weekly caucus meetings; that 
at 2:15 p.m., if cloture has been invoked 
on the Marvit nomination, the Senate 
vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion; and that if cloture is invoked on 
the Harris nomination, all time be con-
sidered expired at 5:45 p.m.; and, fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed during Wednesday’s session, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s actions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order, fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator KEN-
NEDY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

f 

MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I 
would like to begin with a quotation: 

Let me tell you something, New Yorkers, 
never in my life have I had a problem that I 
did not see an ending to [but] I don’t see an 
ending to this. This issue will destroy New 
York City. 

‘‘This issue will destroy New York 
City.’’ 

That is New York Mayor Eric Adams. 
He was responding to the crisis at our 
border. Mayor Adams is the mayor of 
our country’s largest city. 

Now, New York City is about 2,000 
miles from Eagle Pass, TX, but the 
breathtaking influx of illegal immi-
grants into our country and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security’s refusal 
to detain or deport them has brought 
New York City to its knees—to its 
knees. 

Mayor Adams now knows what Sec-
retary Alejandro Mayorkas won’t 

admit. When reality calls, you can only 
ignore it for so long. 

Secretary Mayorkas’s actions have 
had consequences, and time is up. Time 
is up. 

I am only going to say a brief word 
about the open, bleeding wound that is 
our southern border, which has been 
open wide to unknown people—to 
criminals, to cartels, and, yes, to ter-
rorists. 

No. 1, I know you know that fentanyl 
is now the No. 1 killer of Americans be-
tween the ages of 18 and 45 and that 
fentanyl is coming across our open 
southern border. 

No. 2, we know that under Secretary 
Mayorkas’s watch, human traffickers 
have built a $13 billion—not $13 mil-
lion—$13 billion business trafficking 
human beings across our border. 

No. 3, we also know that roughly 
450,000 children unaccompanied have 
shown up at the border. And most of 
them have been released into our coun-
try. Many of them—we don’t know how 
many—many of them have ended up in 
dangerous places with dangerous, evil 
people. 

And, finally, as best we can tell, 
since President Biden has been Presi-
dent and Secretary Mayorkas has been 
Secretary of the Department of Home-
land Security, we have had 8.6 million 
people—8.6 million people—come into 
our country illegally. That is four Ne-
braskas—that is four Nebraskas. And 
we don’t have the slightest idea who 
they are. 

Now, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives has investigated this crisis, and it 
has found that some of the blame for 
this crisis lies with Secretary 
Mayorkas. And the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives has impeached Secretary 
Mayorkas for it. 

In its first Article of Impeachment, 
the House alleges that Secretary 
Mayorkas has ‘‘willfully and system-
atically refused to comply with Fed-
eral immigration law.’’ The House says 
that Secretary Mayorkas has refused 
to detain some illegal immigrants, as 
the law requires them to do, and has, 
instead, embraced his own catch-and- 
release scheme in which he has re-
leased huge numbers—I think any fair-
minded American would call 8.6 million 
people huge—huge numbers of illegal 
immigrants into the United States. 

The House says that Secretary 
Mayorkas has refused to follow unam-
biguous and clear Federal laws that re-
quire him to detain illegal immigrants 
who are subject to deportation for en-
gaging in criminal or terrorism-related 
behavior. 

The House says that Secretary 
Mayorkas has failed to make case-by- 
case parole determinations, which the 
law clearly requires—clearly. And, in-
stead, he has, on his own, paroled mil-
lions of people illegally into the United 
States en masse. 

In its second Article of Impeachment, 
the House alleges that Secretary 
Mayorkas has breached the public 
trust in two respects: by knowingly 

making false statements to Congress 
that the border is ‘‘secure’’ and that 
the Department of Homeland Security 
has ‘‘operational control’’ of the border 
and by failing to comply with sub-
poenas issued by congressional com-
mittees seeking to exercise oversight 
over DHS activities. 

Any fairminded person can see that 
these are serious charges. And they de-
mand a full trial. 

Let me say that again. They demand 
a full trial. 

The Senate must let the House 
present its case. And then we must do 
our job and give that case careful con-
sideration. If the Senate dismisses 
these charges without trial—as if it is 
just a parking ticket being fixed by 
some politician—it will be the first 
time—the very first time—in the Sen-
ate’s long history that it has dismissed 
impeachment charges against an offi-
cial it has jurisdiction over without 
that official first resigning—the very 
first time. 

The House of Representatives of the 
U.S. Congress has voted to impeach 21 
times—only 21 times—in the history of 
this country. The Senate has only dis-
missed those cases three times—three 
times. And two of the cases the Senate 
dismissed, the impeached official chose 
to resign instead of facing a trial in the 
Senate. As a result, the Senate dis-
missed the charges. 

Secretary Mayorkas has not re-
signed. 

In one of those cases—the last re-
maining case—the impeached official 
was a U.S. Senator. Perhaps some re-
member it. And the Senate concluded 
that the Constitution did not give it 
jurisdiction to remove a U.S. Senator 
through its impeachment process. 

Now, in this case, everyone agrees 
that the Constitution gives Congress 
the power to impeach and remove a sit-
ting Cabinet Secretary. 

I repeat: The U.S. Senate cannot and 
should not turn a deaf ear to the demo-
cratically elected Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives by dismissing 
their charges against Secretary 
Mayorkas without a full and fair trial. 

Precedent demands a trial. Respect 
for the House of Representatives de-
mands a trial. Respect for the law de-
mands a trial. And the American peo-
ple demand a trial, and they deserve it. 
The U.S. Senate should do its job. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until time 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:16 p.m. 
adjourned until Wednesday, March 6, 
2024, at 10 a.m. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:05 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 01122 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR6.022 S05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E205 March 5, 2024 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER RUTH DUNCAN 
BELL, IN HONOR OF BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Black History Month to celebrate 
the life of service of a true public servant and 
philanthropist in the Tampa Bay area, Mrs. 
Ruth Duncan Bell. 

Mrs. Bell was born in Lansing, Michigan and 
received her bachelor’s degree in mass com-
munications from Arizona State University and 
after moving to the Tampa Bay area she ob-
tained a master’s in public administration from 
the University of South Florida. She has 
worked at the federal, state and local levels of 
government and served as an advocate for 
the public employment agencies associations 
in Washington, D.C. 

After 27 years of service as senior vice 
president of public affairs, Mrs. Bell retired 
from the LifeLink Foundation, which is a non- 
profit that facilitates the recovery of life-saving 
organs and tissue for transplantation. She has 
also participated on national professional orga-
nization boards, related to organ and tissue 
donation, and she is committed to increasing 
awareness and donor registration for those in 
need of life-saving transplants. 

Mrs. Bell’s work in the organ donation and 
transplantation community is nationally recog-
nized. In 2018, in Madrid, Spain before the 
27th International Congress of the Transplan-
tation Society, she presented ‘‘Success of a 
Multicultural Donation Education Program to 
Increase African American Organ Donation in 
a Donor Service Area with a High African 
American Population,’’ which is a work show-
casing best practices that led to successful 
organ donation education and registration pro-
grams inclusive of the African American com-
munity. 

Education is also an important part of Mrs. 
Bell’s life and she and her husband have 
worked to improve the lives of African Amer-
ican students. During her time at Arizona 
State University, she and her now husband 
Jerry noticed friends or acquaintances leave 
on school break and not return due to financial 
reasons. It was at this time that they both 
agreed that if they were ever in a position to 
help, they would prevent this from happening. 

At their alma mater Arizona State University, 
they established the Jerry and Ruth Bell W.P. 
Carey Black Student Success Scholarship for 
any students engaged with the Black Business 
Student Association or a similar association 
that supports Black students at ASU. They 
were also the first Black couple to endow a 
scholarship for Black students at the Univer-
sity of South Florida, and to date it has had a 
significant impact in the lives of more than 100 

young people who have obtained their college 
degree through this fund. Mrs. Bell is also an 
active member of Tampa Alumni Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the Tampa 
Chapter of The Links, Inc., the Athena Society 
and numerous other professional organiza-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, I am proud to recognize Mrs. Ruth 
Duncan Bell for her undeniable impact on our 
community and her unwavering commitment to 
supporting young African Americans through 
their college journey. 

f 

HONORING STAMPS BURGERS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor one of many great 
restaurants in Jackson, Mississippi, Stamps 
Burgers. 

Stamps Burgers, often known as Stamps or 
Stamps Super Burgers, is a popular, family- 
friendly, well-known burger restaurant located 
in Jackson, Mississippi, and this week, it has 
made national news: Along with 46 other res-
taurants, Stamps Super Burgers was included 
in the 2024 USA TODAY Restaurants of the 
Year list. 

A Black-owned family business, Stamps has 
legions of loyal fans and a casual walk-in at-
mosphere. Stamps serves all with a juicy 
burger, potato fries and a vibe you just can’t 
help but love to feel. Co-owned by Phil 
Stamps Sr., who gives everyone a greeting 
when they walk into Stamps, the restaurant 
has been operating in the Washington Addi-
tion neighborhood in West Jackson since 
1986. 

The kitchen is an open area at the center of 
the restaurant with a Stamps employee who 
will more than likely be working behind the 
counter hand-making their famous beef patties 
or slicing potatoes for fries as a side right in 
front of your eye. 

‘‘We just want to continue to build relation-
ships with people so that we can continue to 
grow our media platforms and take advantage 
of opportunities like this of such an amazing 
recognition and of course growing the busi-
ness and having conversations with economic 
developers not only in the city of Jackson but 
other cities to grow our business and provide 
incentives for smaller businesses like ours to 
come to their city,’’ Stamps Jr. said. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Stamps Burgers for their dedi-
cation to serving the best burgers in the state 
of Mississippi. 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
COMMANDER DAVID T. ST. AUBIN 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize Commander David T. St. Aubin 
for his 25 years of dedicated service to the 
United States Navy and our Nation. I’d also 
like to congratulate him on his retirement as 
Commander of Navy Patrol Squadron Four 
Zero. 

Commander St. Aubin, a Negaunee native, 
enlisted in the United States Navy in 1999 and 
completed Nuclear Power School and proto-
type in 2001. Commander St. Aubin later 
graduated from the United States Naval Acad-
emy in 2005, receiving his Wings of Gold in 
2007 upon his graduation from flight training. 
He would later receive his first assignment 
with Patrol Squadron Four Five in Jackson-
ville, Florida. 

Before joining Patrol Squadron Four Zero, 
Commander St. Aubin served in multiple duty 
stations all over the globe. He has deployed 
with the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh 
Fleets as well as the J3 Directorate at the 
Pentagon and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Finally, 
in 2021 he was selected for command of Pa-
trol Squadron Four Zero. 

Commander St. Aubin has diligently served 
as the Commanding Officer of Patrol Squad-
ron Four Zero for the past two years. Standing 
by the squadron mantra, ‘‘Laging Handa,—Al-
ways Ready’’, Commander St. Aubin proudly 
served as the 73rd Commander of Squadron 
VP–40. From his time in service, Commander 
St. Aubin’s personal awards include: the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Com-
mendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, 
and various unit and campaign awards. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to thank Com-
mander David T. St. Aubin for his 25 years of 
service and for his retirement. I wish the Com-
mander a well-deserved retirement and all the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, on March 5, 
2024, I was attending to matters in my district. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YES 
on H.R. 3391 (Roll Call No. 60), and YES on 
H.R. 3838 (Roll Call No. 61). 
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HONORING THE IMPACT OF JESSY 

LAKIN AND TIANA FREEMAN ON 
ALASKA’S VETERANS 

HON. MARY SATTLER PELTOLA 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mrs. PELTOLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor two exemplary Alaskans. They have 
been inspirational to others, as well as a gift 
to the communities they serve across our 
great state. 

Jessy Lakin of Wasilla has served as the 
Program Lead for the Alaska Warrior Partner-
ship since December 2022. As a combat vet-
eran, co-founder of Battle Dawgs 501(c)(3) 
and veteran advocate, Jessy’s skillset in col-
laboration, problem solving, marketing, and 
community relations has helped AKWP grow 
exponentially. Jessy’s ability and collaboration 
skills have helped find solutions to generate 
momentum within the state to address difficult 
issues that veterans face. Jessy has spear-
headed and organized monthly meetings that 
host up to 85 various agencies. This collabo-
ration and partnership have been instrumental 
in the ability to assist veterans and their 
needs. Jessy also volunteers as a Co-Chair 
for the Veteran Community Partnership (VCP) 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs Alas-
ka Health Care System. This group works with 
VA programs and community partners to ad-
dress gaps in service, access to care, and 
provide outreach opportunities to connect vet-
erans to the VA system. 

Tiana Freeman of Eagle River serves as a 
case coordinator for the Alaska Warrior Part-
nership. Tiana works to engage veterans and 
stakeholders who are seeking resources for 
the warriors in our community needing assist-
ance. Her duties include intake of warriors, de-
termination of needs, and screening for Suici-
dal Ideation and Risk before then connecting 
the warriors with resources in the community. 
Tiana has worked and closed 147 cases so 
far this year. Tiana goes above and beyond 
for each warrior; she establishes a trusting 
and lasting relationship with everyone she en-
counters. She has outstanding reviews from 
veterans, community partners and state and 
federal level agencies. 

Together, Tiana and Jessy work to identify 
gaps in services. They also work to obtain 
grants and funding. Their efforts to engage 
and recruit community agencies, businesses, 
and other non-profits have resulted in over 85 
partnerships across Alaska. These partner-
ships have worked and closed 730 cases re-
sulting in a successful closure rate of 97.5 
percent since December 2022. 

Jessy’s and Tiana’s dedication, selfless-
ness, and empathy have positively impacted 
the veterans they assist as well as the com-
munity partners they engage. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER MARCUS BROOKS, 
IN HONOR OF BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Black History Month to celebrate 

a change agent and one of Tampa Bay’s most 
distinguished torch bearers, Marcus Brooks. 

Mr. Brooks is a fourth-generation resident of 
St. Petersburg, Florida, where he currently 
lives with his wife and children. He received 
his bachelor’s degree in political science with 
a minor in communications from Florida State 
University. Brooks credits his upbringing of ra-
cial contrast in Clearwater, Florida and South 
St. Petersburg, which afforded him different 
perspectives to shape him into the leader he 
is today. He is also a recipient of the St. Pe-
tersburg NAACP’s Next-Gen Trailblazer award 
and currently serves on the boards of the St. 
Petersburg Downtown Partnership and Alle-
gany Franciscan Ministries. 

‘‘Whatever gifts you are believed to have 
are not yours. They were gifted to you for a 
finite amount of time to be passed on and 
used in service of others.’’ These are words 
Mr. Brooks uses to govern his work and daily 
life. After graduating from Florida State Univer-
sity, he began his journey in public service of 
more than 15 years. Mr. Brooks has served as 
the youth coordinator for Coordinated 
Childcare of Pinellas, development officer at 
St. Petersburg College, regional director of 
Junior Achievement of Tampa Bay, director of 
development for Eckerd Youth Alternatives, to 
name a few. While serving in these roles, his 
goal was to cultivate, plan and execute devel-
opmental efforts that would change and touch 
the lives of our youth through education. 

Mr. Brooks is an advocate for diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion, and believes unequivocally 
that if we advance racial equity and improve 
the overall health of the community, we will 
see the growth of more sustainable commu-
nities. Mr. Brooks is the executive director of 
the Center for Health Equity, whose mission is 
to inspire and empower people, share ideas, 
exchange information, organize and build rela-
tionships to end differences in health due to 
institutional racism. Under his leadership, the 
Center for Health Equity has pushed new 
bounds with the creation of Courageous Con-
versations, which is an award-winning protocol 
for effectively engaging, sustaining and deep-
ening interracial dialogue. This conversation 
examines the impact of race in our lives and 
fosters the development of essential literacy 
and competency through which to experience 
our personal, professional and organizational 
journeys. Mr. Brooks believes that if we are 
able to strip away past beliefs, experiences 
and actions to truly get to know our neighbor, 
we can begin to have a better understanding 
of one another. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, I am honored to recognize the 
outstanding accomplishments, leadership and 
service of Mr. Marcus Brooks, who stands as 
a shining example of the tremendous impact 
of hard work, nurturing others and service to 
the community to encourage others to reach 
their highest potential. 

f 

HONORING TRISTAN CROCKETT 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable servant, 
Tristan Crockett. 

Mr. Crockett was born and reared in Gre-
nada, Mississippi, to the parents, Mr. Chris 
Crockett and Mrs. Earline Crockett. Mr. Crock-
ett attended and graduated from Grenada 
High School the year of 2015, graduating with 
high honors. 

After graduating from high school, Mr. 
Crockett embarked on his career journey by 
enrolling at Delta State University (DSU), 
where he pursued a major in Commercial 
Aviation in Flight Operations. Through diligent 
effort and dedication, Mr. Crockett successfully 
completed his studies at DSU, earning his 
Bachelor of Commercial Aviation in Flight Op-
erations degree. 

After obtaining his degree, Mr. Crockett dili-
gently advanced in his career path. Presently, 
he holds the position of Current First Officer at 
Delta Air Lines. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Tristan Crockett for his 
dedication and tenacity to serving his commu-
nity and desire to be an example for all. 

f 

HONORING DR. VANESSA ALLEN- 
MCCLOUD DURING WOMEN’S HIS-
TORY MONTH 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect that I rise to celebrate National Wom-
en’s History Month and its 2024 theme, 
Women Who Advocate for Equity, Diversity, 
and Inclusion. Each year, the National Wom-
en’s History Alliance selects a unifying theme 
in honor of Women’s History Month. This 
year’s theme recognizes the numerous brave 
women throughout history who have fought 
and continue to fight for justice and equality 
for women in all aspects of American society. 

As we celebrate the relentless efforts of 
women who have devoted their lives to this 
cause, I would like to take the time to honor 
a true leader in Northwest Indiana, Dr. 
Vanessa Allen-McCloud. Her passion for civil 
service and education serves as an inspiration 
for women throughout the region and beyond. 
Dr. Allen-McCloud holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Organizational Leadership 
from Calumet College of St. Joseph and a 
Master of Education degree from Purdue Uni-
versity Northwest. In 2013, she earned her 
Doctorate in Educational Leadership. Dr. 
Allen-McCloud’s impressive career includes 
various professional positions in the field of 
education at Purdue University Calumet, 
South Suburban College, and the Gary Com-
munity School Corporation. In 2010, Dr. Allen- 
McCloud became President and CEO of the 
Urban League of Northwest Indiana, an orga-
nization that works to ‘‘promote, encourage, 
and enhance services to improve social, edu-
cational, and economic conditions of African 
Americans and other minority groups in Lake, 
Porter, and LaPorte counties.’’ Under her lead-
ership, the Urban League continues to grow 
and succeed and has become an outstanding 
source of support for many individuals and or-
ganizations. Throughout the years, the Urban 
League has hosted numerous programs and 
seminars highlighting opportunities for women. 
In addition, Dr. Allen-McCloud is a certified ci-
vility trainer in Civility in the Workplace and 
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Cultural Competence and has been a note-
worthy speaker in this regard. For her extraor-
dinary leadership and passion for giving back 
to the community, Dr. Allen-McCloud is worthy 
of the highest praise. 

Over the years, Dr. Allen-McCloud has re-
ceived many accolades honoring her impres-
sive career. In addition, Dr. Allen-McCloud has 
generously served her community by giving 
her time and efforts to numerous charitable 
endeavors, and she serves on several local 
and national boards. For her exceptional devo-
tion to these earnest causes, Dr. Allen- 
McCloud is to be commended. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in celebrating 
Women’s History Month and recognizing the 
dedication and contributions of Dr. Allen- 
McCloud and so many other extraordinary 
women who work to make our communities 
more equal, diverse, and inclusive. 

f 

HONORING CARLA JEAN 
MARTINEZ 

HON. BLAKE D. MOORE 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I am 
grateful for the opportunity to honor the excep-
tional accomplishments of Carla Jean Martinez 
who currently serves as the National President 
for the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States (VFW) Auxiliary. She is the first veteran 
to hold this position. She is a dual member of 
both the VFW Auxiliary and the VFW and is 
also an All-American District Commander with 
VFW Post 409 in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Ms. Martinez’s life serves as an exemplary 
model of selfless, patriotic service. Born in 
South Carolina, she joined the United States 
Navy in 1981, embarking on an honorable ca-
reer as a cryptologist until her retirement in 
1997. Her military service spanned the globe, 
including assignments in Japan, England, 
Korea, Virginia, and at the Pentagon. Whether 
stationed overseas or at home, Ms. Martinez 
consistently distinguished herself through un-
wavering commitment to her country. She was 
awarded the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal in recognition of her exceptional military 
service. 

Following her military retirement, Ms. Mar-
tinez moved to Utah and married Stanley Mar-
tinez in 2001. Her son, following in her foot-
steps, served in the United States Air Force. 
Shortly after retiring, Ms. Martinez joined the 
VFW Auxiliary and dedicated countless hours 
to serving fellow veterans through the VFW 
and at VA hospitals. 

I express my deep gratitude to Ms. Martinez 
for her decades of dedicated service and sac-
rifice. She epitomizes courage, selflessness, 
and unwavering commitment to her fellow vet-
erans and the Nation. 

It is my honor to recognize her accomplish-
ment as the first veteran to serve as the Na-
tional President for the VFW Auxiliary. 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER GERARD (JERRY) 
A. BELL, IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Black History Month with im-
mense gratitude for the selfless community 
service of philanthropist and retired Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers player, Gerard (Jerry) A. Bell. 
Through Mr Bell’s dedication to advancing the 
success of his neighbors, young and old, our 
neighborhoods have positively transformed. 
Mr. Bell devoted his considerable time and tal-
ents to improving African American student re-
tention and completion of higher education, 
and in doing has lifted us all. 

Mr. Bell was born in Derby, Connecticut, in 
1959. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
computer information systems from Arizona 
State University where he was a standout 
Tight End on the Sun Devil’s football team and 
a master’s in business administration from the 
University of Tampa. For the past 20 years, 
Mr. Bell has served as an adjunct faculty 
member at Hillsborough Community College, 
Pasco Hernando State College, and the Uni-
versity of Phoenix. He teaches various college 
courses in introduction to business, marketing, 
and personal finance. 

Mr. Bell is married to Ruth Bell, his partner 
in life and in philanthropic and community 
service. They are notably most proud of their 
two children, Vanessa and David. 

After five seasons as a Tight End for the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Mr. Bell pursued his 
passion outside of the game and entered tech-
nology sales during the 1990’s, a time when 
this industry was evolving before the world’s 
eyes. Mr. Bell currently serves as the presi-
dent and owner of Bell & Associates Business 
Consultants, Inc., a value-added reseller of in-
formation technology where he collaborates 
with local and national clients. Community 
service is at the crux of Mr. Bell’s life and pur-
pose. During his time with the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, when he was not on the field, he 
was organizing food drives, tutoring young Af-
rican American students for their SATs and 
ACTs, and holding football camps. Mr. Bell 
has served on numerous local and non-profit 
boards and he is a proud member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

Mr. Bell’s steadfast commitment to advanc-
ing student achievement has produced trans-
formative results in diversifying higher edu-
cation. The Bells were the first African-Amer-
ican couple to endow a scholarship at the Uni-
versity of South Florida, and to date have 
been able to provide financial assistance to 
more than 100 students who have success-
fully obtained a college degree, crediting the 
Bells’ scholarship for their ability to succeed. 
Currently, Mr. Bell is a founding member of a 
new initiative at the University of South Flor-
ida, the Black Leadership Network, which is 
focused on the pillars of scholarship, 
mentorship, and internships for Black stu-
dents. 

Mr. Bell’s public service is recognized wide-
ly. He was named a Community Hero by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning Foundation. Additionally, 
Mr. Bell’s commitment to students was hon-

ored by the University of South Florida 
through the President’s Distinguished Citizen 
Award. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, I am proud to recognize Gerard 
(Jerry) A. Bell, for his selfless public service 
and commitment to educational success and 
his work in diversity and uplifting the Tampa 
Bay community one neighborhood at a time. 

f 

HONORING PHILLIP C. WEST 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable servant, 
Phillip C. West. 

Mr. West was born and reared in Natchez, 
Mississippi, to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
West. Mr. West attended and graduated from 
Sadie V. Thompson High School in 1964. 

After completing high school, Mr. West ad-
vanced his career by enrolling at Alcorn State 
University, where he emerged as a student 
activist between 1966 and 1968. Dem-
onstrating unwavering dedication, Mr. West 
ascended to the position of Vice-President of 
the Natchez NAACP from 1972 to 1974. His 
leadership continued to flourish as he as-
sumed the role of President of the NAACP 
from 1974 to 1980. 

He was elected and served on the Adams 
County Board of Supervisors from 1980 to 
1997. Notably, in 1992, he achieved a historic 
milestone by becoming the first black indi-
vidual to serve as President of the board. Fol-
lowing his tenure on the board, Mr. West was 
elected three times to the Mississippi House of 
Representatives, serving from 1997 to 2004. 
During his legislative tenure, he distinguished 
himself as a two-term chairman of the Mis-
sissippi Legislative Black Caucus. 

In 2004, Mr. West continued to break bar-
riers by being elected as Mayor of Natchez, 
marking the first time a black individual had 
held the position since Reconstruction. 

Presently, Mr. West is serving as Vice- 
President of the Natchez-Adams School Board 
of Trustees for approximately (7) years. He is 
still active in many community affairs. He has 
continued his lifelong fight for equal oppor-
tunity, equal justice under law, and real 
progress for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Phillip C. West for his con-
tinuing dedication and tenacity to serving his 
community and desire to be an example for 
all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BILLY MCKINNEY’S 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO NORTH-
WESTERN UNIVERSITY ATH-
LETICS AND ITS COMMUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly 
rise today to recognize the outstanding 
achievements and public service of a basket-
ball star, radio announcer, local mayor and my 
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good friend, William Mervin ‘‘Billy’’ McKinney, 
III. 

On March 2, Northwestern Athletics, along 
with the Wildcats men’s basketball program, 
will formally recognize Billy’s athletic accom-
plishments and lifetime of community contribu-
tions with the retirement of his jersey number 
30 during Northwestern’s home game against 
Iowa. It marks the first time in school history 
that a student-athlete’s jersey has been re-
tired. 

Billy McKinney played varsity basketball all 
four of his years at Northwestern (from 1973 
through 1977). He is widely regarded as one 
of the greatest players in Northwestern bas-
ketball history. He set numerous records and 
earned many accolades during his collegiate 
career, including multiple All-Conference and 
All-America honors. Billy was inducted into 
Northwestern Athletic Hall of Fame in 1986. 

Following his collegiate career, McKinney 
enjoyed a successful career in the NBA, first 
as a player and then a front office executive. 
His eight-year playing career included stints 
with the Kansas City Kings, Utah Jazz, Denver 
Nuggets, San Diego Clippers, and Chicago 
Bulls. McKinney’s high energy play and his 
quickness on the court earned him the nick-
name ‘‘The Crazed Hummingbird.’’ 

After retiring as a player in 1985, McKinney 
transitioned to NBA front office management— 
working over 30 years with the Chicago Bulls, 
Minnesota Timberwolves, Detroit Pistons, Se-
attle SuperSonics and Milwaukee Bucks. 
McKinney made history as the first African 
American front office executive in Chicago 
Bulls franchise history. 

Following his days as an NBA Executive, 
McKinney has dedicated himself to public 
service. Returning to his hometown of Zion, IL, 
Billy was elected mayor in 2019. Since then, 
he has worked tirelessly to improve housing, 
address environmental concerns, and improve 
economic opportunities for his constituents. 

McKinney also remains actively involved 
with Northwestern University. He serves as 
the men’s basketball radio color analyst and 
has a role with Northwestern University Devel-
opment and Alumni Relations (NUDAR). The 
organization presents The Billy McKinney 
Award to the male student-athlete with out-
standing leadership, effort, and a positive atti-
tude. 

As a player, Billy McKinney wore a medal-
lion with the inscription: ‘‘They can conquer 
who believe they can.’’ Billy McKinney’s life 
story, his commitment and dedication to excel-
lence, and his service to others set an exam-
ple for us all. 

As a fellow Northwestern University alum, I 
am pleased to recognize and celebrate his 
distinguished career and the well-deserved 
recognition bestowed on him by our alma 
mater. I wish Billy McKinney all the best in his 
future endeavors and continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JAMES 
OLIVER FORD 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of James Oliver Ford, 
known affectionately as J.O., Jimmy, Jim, or 

Ford, who peacefully passed away at the age 
of 79 on Thursday, February 1, in Tupelo, Mis-
sissippi. He was the eldest child of the late 
Oliver Ford, Jr. and Annie Mae Ford of 
Pontotoc, Mississippi. 

James embraced Christianity at a young 
age and remained a dedicated member of 
McDonald United Methodist Church in 
Pontotoc, Mississippi. He served his church 
fervently as an usher, choir member, assistant 
Sunday School teacher, and President of the 
McDonald United Methodist Church Board of 
Trustees. 

Graduating from Pontotoc Attendance Cen-
ter in 1963, James pursued higher education, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in History 
and Political Science from Jackson State Uni-
versity in 1967. He actively participated in Civil 
Rights movements, notably joining the historic 
James Meredith March of 1966 from Memphis, 
Tennessee to Jackson, Mississippi. Subse-
quently, he pursued a Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Mississippi in 1970. 

Following his studies, James commenced 
his legal career, initially with North Mississippi 
Rural Legal Services in Oxford, Mississippi, 
before establishing his practice in Tupelo, Mis-
sissippi in 1973. He played a significant role in 
advocating for integration in school districts 
across North Mississippi, addressing violations 
of Brown v. Board of Education. Throughout 
his life, James remained committed to seeking 
justice for his clients, participating in free legal 
clinics and serving as the City Prosecutor for 
Baldwyn, Mississippi. 

Beyond his legal endeavors, he was elected 
President of the Concerned Citizens Coalition 
of Pontotoc. He also actively engaged in 
sports, particularly running and cycling, fos-
tering camaraderie within the Pontotoc Run-
ners and Bikers group. 

James was a member of various organiza-
tions, including the Lee County NAACP, Black 
Business Association of Tupelo, and the Mis-
sissippi Bar Association. He also maintained a 
lifelong membership in Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc. 

In recognition of his lifelong dedication to 
justice and peace, James was honored with 
the 2024 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum 
Major Award by the Pontotoc MLK Dream 
Committee. 

James is survived by his beloved wife, Ra-
chel H. Ford; two sons, Steven Ford of Den-
ver, CO and J. Corey Ford of Atlanta, GA; two 
daughters, Kristi Listenbee of Tupelo, MS and 
Ashley Listenbee of Atlanta, GA; four grand-
children, Antonio Lipsey, Kyle Ford, Matthew 
Rowe, and Laken Ruff; one great-grand-
daughter, Graycn; one brother, Barry Ford of 
Madison, MS; one sister, Phyllis (Rev. David) 
High of Pontotoc, MS; one brother-in-law, 
Hosie Holoman of Tupelo, MS; one sister-in- 
law, Joann (Barry) Ledbetter of Tupelo, MS; 
and numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, fam-
ily, and friends who will cherish his memory 
dearly. 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER ANTONIO BROWN, 
IN HONOR OF BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Black History Month with appre-
ciation of St. Petersburg native, small busi-
ness owner and youth advocate, Antonio 
Brown. Through Mr. Brown’s dedication to in-
creasing children’s literacy, especially Black 
and brown children, our youngest neighbors 
are empowered through stories and given the 
opportunity to turn the page on their lives to a 
new chapter filled with quality education and 
opportunity. 

Mr. Brown was born in the Child’s Park 
neighborhood of St. Petersburg, and he 
comes from a community-minded family. Mr 
Brown’s grandfather led recreation centers 
across the country and his grandmother 
helped babysit many neighborhood children. 
He was raised in a single-parent household 
and attended Boca Ciega High School and 
later took college courses at St. Petersburg 
College and St. Pete Technical College where 
he earned his plumbing certificate. In 2009, 
Brown graduated from the American Institute 
of Beauty. 

Mr. Brown is a proud father of his son, 
Jaelyn and anecdotally, he strives to be a bet-
ter man and father than the example he had. 

Early in his career, Mr. Brown began as a 
telemarketer but knew this was not his calling. 
After spending time in meaningful reflection, 
he specifically thought about what was impor-
tant to his life as a Black man and the 
impactful lessons his grandmother instilled in 
him while caring for children, bringing his new 
dream of becoming a barber and an impactful 
father to fruition. 

While navigating fatherhood and an 18- 
month program to become a master barber, 
Mr. Brown knew his mission in life was to 
serve his community, particularly Black and 
brown youth. In 2015, he successfully opened 
his Barber Shop—Central Station Barbershop 
& Grooming—and in 2016, he began the Bar-
bershop Book Club where kids could ‘grow up 
in his chairs’ and be surrounded by a positive 
environment that solidified their path for a 
chance at a better life. 

When kids walk in for haircut at his Barber 
Shop, they have the option to receive their 
service for free, if they read a book aloud 
throughout the duration of the haircut. The 
children walk away with a fresh haircut and a 
new book to keep at no cost. In an effort to 
teach financial literacy, Mr. Brown encourages 
the families of the children to put the money 
they would have spent on the haircut, in a 
bank account for their child. 

Mr. Brown curates a selection of books that 
are ‘culturally relevant’ and have characters 
that children recognize themselves in and sto-
ries that would teach them positive messages 
to do good in the world. After nine years of 
service to the St. Petersburg community 
through the Barbershop Book club, Mr. Brown 
has given out over 1,500 books and haircuts 
and expanded his shop to 10 different loca-
tions. 

Mr. Brown’s work with children’s literacy has 
sparked local partnerships between beloved 
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bookstores in the St. Petersburg area and no-
tably the Shirley Proctor Puller Foundation, 
Junior League of St. Pete, and the Juvenile 
Welfare Board to ensure every child that 
comes to his Barber Shop has the opportunity 
to enhance their literary skills. 

When Mr. Brown is not at the Barber Shop 
serving local children, he serves his neighbors 
as the 13th President of St. Pete Heights 
Neighborhood Association, a St. Petersburg 
Sunshine City Ambassador, and a Pinellas 
Barbering College Instructor. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the St. Petersburg 
community, I am proud to recognize Antonio 
Brown for his selfless community service and 
dedication to fostering a safe environment for 
children to grow and thrive. Mr. Brown’s com-
mitment to increasing childhood literacy is a 
priceless investment helping our future gen-
erations one haircut at a time. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND 
GEORGE LEE MUSEUMS OF AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND 
HERITAGE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable organi-
zation, The Reverend George Lee Museums 
of African American History and Heritage. 

The Reverend George Lee Museums of Af-
rican American History and Heritage is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization located at 
17150 Highway 49 in Belzoni, Mississippi. 

Who is Rev. George W. Lee? Rev. George 
W. Lee was a pivotal figure in the fight for civil 
rights for Black Americans. He is recognized 
as the first person to die in this struggle. His 
name holds a place of honor as the first 
among 40 names listed on the Civil Rights 
Memorial in Montgomery, Alabama. Rev. Lee 
was a prominent Baptist pastor in Belzoni, 
Mississippi, where he led a congregation. He 
was deeply committed to the cause of civil 
rights and served as a local official for the 
NAACP. Rev. Lee tirelessly encouraged his 
congregation to register and exercise their 
right to vote, recognizing that meaningful 
change for Black citizens in Mississippi, a 
state marked by racial discrimination, could 
only be achieved through the ballot box. 

The mission of The Reverend George Lee 
Museums of African American History and 
Heritage is to safeguard and celebrate history, 
culture, arts, and heritage within the African 
American community. Through various pro-
grams and initiatives, the museum aims to in-
crease awareness and appreciation of African 
American and Mississippi’s history, while fos-
tering racial harmony and a deeper under-
standing of cultural diversity. Collaborating 
with existing projects and organizations, as 
well as establishing new initiatives, the mu-
seum endeavors to preserve and promote the 
rich cultural heritage of the Mississippi Delta. 
The museum’s primary focus areas include 
Blues, Gospel, Civil Rights, and the Arts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing The Reverend George Lee Mu-
seums of African American History and Herit-
age for their passion and dedication to serving 
their community and the state of Mississippi. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ RAMIREZ 

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mourn the loss of Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Ramirez, who 
passed away at the age of 78. 

Robert, a lifelong Angeleno and founding 
member of the El Rio Veterans Collaborative, 
leaves behind a legacy of dedicated service 
and community leadership. 

A proud graduate of Cathedral High School, 
Bob’s career path led him from the Southern 
Pacific Railroad to the U.S. Air Force in 1965. 
His deployment to Vietnam in 1966 as a secu-
rity police specialist with a scout patrol fire 
team earned him the Air Force Commendation 
Medal for his meritorious service. 

Following his military service, Bob’s commit-
ment to advocacy and representation was evi-
dent in his role as general chairman for IBEW, 
where he tirelessly served for over 30 years. 

His pursuit of knowledge culminated in a de-
gree from California State University, Los An-
geles, and he shared his expertise as a pro-
fessor at Los Angeles Trade-Technical Col-
lege. Bob’s impact is felt not only through his 
professional and academic contributions but 
also through his role as a founding member of 
the El Rio Veterans Collaborative. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Caroline, and their two chil-
dren. 

Mr Speaker, I hope everyone will join me in 
mourning the loss of Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Ramirez 
and celebrating his life of service. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF MXD 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of MxD, a Chi-
cago-area manufacturing innovation institute. 

Manufacturing times Digital, of MxD, was 
announced by President Barack Obama on 
February 25, 2014 as a partnership between 
private sector and federal government military 
focusing on digital manufacturing and design. 
MxD advances national security and economic 
prosperity by strengthening U.S. manufac-
turing competitiveness through technological 
innovation, workforce development, and 
cybersecunty preparedness. With nearly 
240,000 manufacturers and 14 million manu-
facturing workers in the United States, MxD’s 
work in digital technology adoption, cybersecu-
rity readiness, and workforce development is 
essential to national economic competitive-
ness. 

Over the past decade, MxD has launched a 
virtual training center to educate the next gen-
eration of manufacturing sector employees, 
worked closely with the Department of De-
fense to modernize manufacturing facilities, 
and supported local and federal pandemic-re-
lated needs throughout the COVID–19 crisis. 
MxD has received numerous awards and been 
recognized consistently for its leadership and 
innovation. These are just a few accomplish-

ments that the institute has achieved over the 
past decade, and I am excited to see what 
comes next. With nearly 300 members across 
industry, academia, and government, MxD is 
constantly advancing the field of manufac-
turing, and I am honored to have such an or-
ganization here in my district. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER DR. CYNTHIA 
JOHNSON, IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Black History Month to celebrate 
a true public servant, Dr. Cynthia Johnson. 
Her commitment to service in the community 
began at an early age while she accompanied 
her mother on weekly deliveries for Meals on 
Wheels and participated in other community 
service endeavors. Dr. Johnson developed a 
compassionate determination to make a posi-
tive impact on others’ lives. Her family’s un-
wavering support, appreciation for diversity, 
and the passion to serve others have shaped 
her servant leadership style. 

Dr. Johnson is a native of St. Petersburg, 
where she grew up as the youngest of eight 
children. Her early experiences in the local 
public school system instilled in her a deep 
appreciation for education. She is a first-gen-
eration college student and received her bach-
elor’s degree in education from Florida Memo-
rial University and a doctorate in educational 
leadership & organization from Nova South-
eastern University. Dr. Johnson also received 
her certification from Cornell University in di-
versity, equity, and inclusion and she later re-
ceived the distinguished certification as a Mas-
ter Economic Development Practitioner. 

Dr. Johnson has more than 24 years of ex-
perience in economic development and over 
27 years in leadership training and develop-
ment. She has worked in Pinellas County gov-
ernment since 2000, where she currently 
serves as the Director of Pinellas County Eco-
nomic Development. In her dual role as the 
Director of the Pinellas County Economic De-
velopment and a community change agent, 
she is committed to lighting the way for others 

Dr. Johnson has a wealth of knowledge in 
diversity, equity and inclusion. She is a fierce 
advocate for public policies and business 
practices that lift people, businesses and non- 
profits agencies. As a trusted advisor to busi-
nesses large and small, government agencies, 
policymakers, and community leaders through-
out Florida, she has built her career around 
the diverse and inclusive space of economic 
development. As an economic development 
practitioner, trainer, mentor, and educator, she 
has supported hundreds of individuals with the 
creation, retention, and expansion of their 
businesses. She specializes in partner rela-
tions, federal and state grants management 
and compliance, business and strategic plan-
ning, entrepreneurial development, finance, 
and small business innovation 

She is also passionate about cultivating the 
next generation of leaders and dedicates her 
free time to mentorship and community in-
volvement. Dr. Johnson is a member of the St. 
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Petersburg Chapter of the Links and Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She has served on 
numerous boards including the Grow Smarter 
Steering Committee at the St. Petersburg Area 
Chamber, Chair of the Enterprise Florida 
Urban Working Group, Chair of Small Busi-
ness Vendor Relations for Super Bowl XLIII in 
Tampa, and member of the Moffitt Cancer 
Center African American Advisory Board. She 
also actively supports the National Negro Col-
lege Fund and advocates for participation in 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) across the United States. Dr. John-
son is married to ‘‘the best husband ever,’’ 
Kevin, and for over 21 years their four children 
and blended family have urged her on in serv-
ice 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, I am honored to recognize the 
outstanding accomplishments, leadership and 
service of Dr. Cynthia Johnson and her dedi-
cated commitment to diversity and uplifting her 
neighbors in the Tampa Bay community. 

f 

HONORING THE EMMETT TILL 
HISTORIC INTREPID CENTER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable organi-
zation, The Emmett Till Historic Intrepid Cen-
ter (E.T.H.I.C. Museum). 

The Emmett Till Historic Intrepid Center, 
also known as the E.T.H.I.C. Museum, is situ-
ated in Glendora, Mississippi (Tallahatchie 
County). This historic town holds significance 
as the birthplace of Sonny Boy Williamson II, 
a legendary figure celebrated as the ‘‘King of 
the Harmonica.’’ Since its inception in August 
2005 under the visionary leadership of Mayor 
Johnny B. Thomas, the E.T.H.I.C. Museum 
has emerged as a beacon of remembrance 
and resilience, offering a sanctuary for reflec-
tion and education. As the first and sole mu-
seum dedicated to Emmett Till, the E.T.H.I.C. 
Museum holds a sacred responsibility to honor 
his memory and preserve his legacy. It stands 
as a testament to the enduring spirit of justice 
and reconciliation, bearing witness to the tu-
multuous chapters of history while striving to 
illuminate pathways towards healing and re-
newal. 

Housed in a former cotton gin once owned 
by J.W. Milam, one of Emmett’s abductors, 
the museum’s mission is to provide an 
immersive, thought-provoking, and educational 
journey to preserve and celebrate the histor-
ical and cultural heritage of Glendora, 
Tallahatchie County, and Mississippi. 

Through its diverse programs and initiatives, 
the museum seeks to raise awareness of Afri-
can American and Mississippi’s history, while 
promoting racial harmony and a deeper under-
standing of cultural diversity. By collaborating 
with existing projects and organizations and 
spearheading new initiatives, the museum en-
deavors to uphold and promote the rich cul-
tural legacy of the Mississippi Delta. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing The Emmett Till Historic Intrepid 
Center, as a beacon of inspiration, driven by 
an unwavering dedication to enhancing our 
community and the esteemed state of Mis-
sissippi. 

HONORING HIS EXCELLENCY 
MARKO DJURIC, AMBASSADOR 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA TO 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the outstanding service of His Excel-
lency Mr. Marko Djuric, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Serbia to the United States of America. Am-
bassador Djuric is an exceptional diplomat 
who has dedicated his career to expanding 
Serbia’s relationships across the globe and 
shepherding his country’s accession into the 
European Union. 

Ambassador Djuric assumed his duties as 
Ambassador to the United States in January 
2021. In his three years of diplomatic service 
in Washington D.C., Ambassador Djuric has 
made countless contributions to the 140-year- 
old United States-Serbia relationship. 

In Congress, the Ambassador substantially 
expanded the Serbian Caucus, forging new re-
lationships on Capitol Hill while strengthening 
bonds with American industry through a series 
of working visits. 

I was proud to host him in my district last 
year to connect him with the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory and some of Califor-
nia’s most innovative and influential compa-
nies. I am hopeful that the Ambassador’s visit 
to my district will lead to permanent partner-
ships in the areas of fundamental physics, crit-
ical materials development, and other pressing 
issues of our time. 

Under Ambassador Djuric’s leadership, the 
United States became Serbia’s number one 
trade partner in software and IT services, and 
the Serbian-American Business council was 
established to promote US businesses inside 
of Serbia. He has also worked to promote the 
Open Balkan Initiative, which aims to bring 
more political and economic stability to the 
Western Balkans region. 

I have had the pleasure of visiting Serbia 
twice, with the Ambassador serving as my 
host and guide. During those trips, I met with 
the Serbian President to discuss assistance to 
Ukraine and visited United States businesses 
with significant operations in Belgrade. We’ve 
also discussed, at length, the unique impact 
that wine production has on our regions. 

I have the honor of calling Ambassador 
Djuric a true friend. The people of Serbia and 
of the United States owe Ambassador Djuric 
thanks for his steadfast service to his home-
land and for his honesty and curiosity about 
our shared future. 

f 

TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
GREENWOOD AUTISM CENTER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and congratulate Tru-
man State University in my district in Missouri. 
Since 2015, Truman State and its partners 
have been working to create the Greenwood 

Interprofessional Autism Center. The Green-
wood Center is now fully operational. 

But before I talk more about the new Cen-
ter, let me tell you about Truman State Univer-
sity. Truman State was founded in 1867 in 
Kirksville, Missouri and is Missouri’s only 
statewide public liberal arts and sciences uni-
versity. Truman is consistently ranked among 
the nation’s best colleges. For 26 consecutive 
years, U.S. News and World Report has rec-
ognized Truman as the No. 1 public university 
in the Midwest Regional category. They also 
gave Truman a No. 1 ranking for ‘‘Best Under-
graduate Teaching,’’ and Truman has rated 
No. 1 on the list of ‘‘Best Value Schools’’ in 
the region. 

Autism is the fastest-growing developmental 
disorder in the United States. The Center will 
provide in-depth, interdisciplinary assessment 
and intervention for those with autism or sus-
pected autism, as well as other neuro-devel-
opmental disorders in Northeast Missouri 
where these services do not exist. The Center 
will provide applied behavior analysis (ABA) 
services internally and work with a variety of 
external partners to meet the needs of the 
people the Center will serve. All partners will 
work within the Center’s model and guidelines 
to ensure consistency, quality, and collabora-
tion. 

The Center also provides high-quality train-
ing for students at Truman State University. Li-
censed professionals will supervise Truman 
students enrolled in health-related academic 
programs (Applied Behavior Analysis, commu-
nication disorders, counseling, education, ex-
ercise science, health science, nursing, and 
psychology). 

I congratulate Truman State and its partners 
for creating this Center that will bring invalu-
able and much needed resources to the fami-
lies and children of Northeast Missouri. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER DR. KANIKA 
TOMALIN, IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the remarkable 
contributions and achievements of a life-long 
servant leader, Dr. Kanika Tomalin. Dr. 
Tomalin has devoted her life to improving ac-
cess and opportunity for the underserved— 
who are not undeserved of opportunity. 

For more than a decade, Dr. Tomalin 
served in key leadership positions at Bayfront 
Health which fueled her passion for a healthier 
St. Petersburg. She is the first Black woman 
to serve as a healthcare executive at Bayfront 
Health and while there, she led the creation of 
the joint venture partnership that resulted in 
the formation of the Foundation for a Healthy 
St. Petersburg. 

In 2014, she was appointed St. Petersburg 
deputy mayor by Mayor Rick Kriseman and is 
the first Black woman to serve in that role. Dr. 
Tomalin helped launch numerous initiatives 
that have made St. Petersburg more vital, in-
clusive and healthier, including founding the 
Innovation District and Healthy St. Pete, which 
both helped reduce the Black poverty rate to 
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a new low. Ten years ago, Pinellas County 
ranked 38th of 67 counties in Florida for over-
all health and today, it ranks 17th. Also, out of 
Healthy St. Pete came St. Pete Eats: A Cook-
book, which Dr. Tomalin published during the 
pandemic. It emphasizes healthy ingredients 
and recipes are taken from her own as well as 
from the city’s independent restaurants as a 
salute to ‘‘the special role our small busi-
nesses play in this paradise of a place we call 
home.’’ Proceeds from the book helped sup-
port small businesses affected by the public 
health crisis. 

Before returning to the Foundation for a 
Healthy St. Petersburg for her full circle mo-
ment, Dr. Tomalin was chief operating officer 
and vice president for strategy for Eckerd Col-
lege in St. Petersburg. Now as president and 
chief executive officer of the Foundation, 
which has a mission to understand health dis-
parities and support community-driven solu-
tions to achieve health equity, Dr. Tomalin is 
passionate about helping to rewrite the story 
of St. Petersburg’s underserved communities 
so they can attain their full potential. 

As a fifth-generation St. Petersburg native, 
Dr. Tomalin is the oldest of two daughters 
born to Yvonne and David Jelks. She grew up 
in West St. Petersburg, attending Bay Point 
Elementary School, Bay Point Middle School, 
Tyrone Middle School and graduated from 
Boca Ciega High School. She says she had 
an idyllic childhood, cradled by her extended 
family of about 250 relatives, who mostly live 
in St. Petersburg or within miles. During her 
formative years, Dr. Tomalin was an Ebony 
Scholar, a program that provides institutional 
and financial support to high-achieving Afri-
can-American students and was the vision of 
Vyrle Davis, an education giant who became 
Pinellas County’s first Black area super-
intendent. Her interest in journalism began 
early—her childhood best friend’s mother was 
an editor at the then-St. Petersburg Times. Dr. 
Tomalin received her bachelor’s degree in 
journalism from Florida A&M University, her 
master’s degree in business administration 
from the University of Miami and her doctorate 
in law and policy from Northeastern University. 

Dr. Tomalin was a Poynter Institute scholar 
writing stories for the St. Petersburg Times 
when she met her future husband, sports and 
outdoors writer Terry Tomalin. They raised two 
children, Kai and Nia, and were married for 17 
years until his passing in 2016. 

Dr. Tomalin also worked at the Palm Beach 
Post and television stations in Tallahassee, 
Florida and Louisville, Kentucky, as well as 
radio in St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize Dr. 
Kanika Tomalin, who is honorably carrying for-
ward the legacy of her deeply rooted St. Pe-
tersburg family while making an indelible mark 
on progress for St. Petersburg, the Sunshine 
City that is moving along the margin of excel-
lence from great to iconic where opportunity 
shines on all. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GWEN-
DOLYN ‘‘GWEN’’ BENSON-WALK-
ER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Gwendolyn ‘‘Gwen’’ Elaine Benson- 

Walker, my former chief of staff, who died on 
February 2, 2024. 

Gwen worked for me in various capacities 
for 20 years, starting as my scheduler and ulti-
mately becoming my chief of staff. As my chief 
of staff, Gwen fostered a collaborative environ-
ment and helped me hire the best and bright-
est for my office. 

Gwen was also a devoted mother and 
grandmother, and had a passion for wellness, 
physical fitness, and world travel. After her re-
tirement, Gwen traveled the world and lived in 
Spain from 2013 to 2022. 

Gwen was not only beloved by her family, 
friends and colleagues, she was also beloved 
by me. I am honored to have known Gwen, 
and I will be forever grateful for her service to 
Congress, as well as to the District of Colum-
bia. 

Again, I ask the House of Representatives 
to join me in honoring the life of Gwen Ben-
son-Walker. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIRECTOR OF CASE-
WORK DECONTEE SAWYER FOR 
HER EXCELLENT WORK ON BE-
HALF OF MINNESOTA’S THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. DEAN PHILLIPS 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my Director of Casework, Decontee 
Sawyer, for her work on behalf of every con-
stituent in Minnesota’s Third Congressional 
District. This week, Decontee will depart my 
office for a new opportunity serving as Rep. 
ANGIE CRAIG’s Casework Director, and I could 
not be more proud or grateful for her service. 

As Director of Casework, Decontee master-
fully led my casework operations and team of 
caseworkers, working tirelessly for our con-
stituents. Decontee has always gone above 
and beyond to advocate for constituents, lend-
ing her expertise to a wide range of cases and 
crises. As a true servant-leader on the front 
lines, she restored Americans’ faith in govern-
ment one passport, immigration case, tax re-
turn, and VA benefit at a time. 

A St. Cloud State University graduate, 
Decontee was an organizer on my first cam-
paign in 2018, before joining my congressional 
staff as a Constituent Advocate. Her impres-
sive success in that role and dedication to 
service led me to promote her to Director of 
Casework in 2023. From the beginning of her 
time with my office, Decontee demonstrated 
her commitment to our ethos that ‘‘Represen-
tation Begins with Listening’’ by connecting 
casework to policymaking. When Deferred En-
forced Departure (DED) status was about to 
expire for the Liberian community, Decontee 
worked with our legislative team to introduce 
the bipartisan Protect Our Liberian Community 
Act. She and our team worked diligently on 
this issue until a pathway to citizenship for Li-
berians on DED was included in the NDAA 
that passed at the end of my first year in of-
fice. 

Decontee has been our office ethos of 
‘‘Radical Hospitality’’ personified for the past 
five years. She has been the heart of our 
casework team since our office opened—a 
role that allowed her to seamlessly blend her 

professional experiences as a mental health 
professional and community organizer. No 
case has ever proven too big or too small for 
Decontee; she treats every constituent with an 
expert blend of professionalism and compas-
sion. She has put her effortless way of con-
necting with people to work building authentic 
connections with communities throughout Min-
nesota’s Third District. 

Decontee’s positive energy, radiant smile, 
enthusiasm for trivia, and inclination to dance 
after receiving good news on behalf of a con-
stituent will be deeply missed by her col-
leagues. She has been a leader in our office, 
never afraid to share what is on her mind and 
stand up for her beliefs. Decontee knows the 
importance of bringing joy into work that can 
often feel heavy. She encourages team mem-
bers to have fun in their jobs and celebrate 
hard-fought wins, and she demonstrates gen-
uine care for her colleagues’ wellbeing. 

The people of Minnesota’s Third Congres-
sional District were lucky to have her expertise 
and leadership, and she will be dearly missed. 
However, I’m extraordinarily happy that this 
expertise will continue to serve the nation and 
the people of Minnesota’s Second Congres-
sional District. I wish Decontee all the best in 
her future endeavors and thank her for her 
five years of faithful service to this Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER, GLORIA JEAN 
ROYSTER, IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this 
Black History Month I rise to celebrate the life 
of a local trailblazer, author, and historian, Ms. 
Gloria Jean Royster. 

Ms. Royster is a resident of north downtown 
Tampa where she regularly advocates for 
safer pedestrian access and infrastructure, 
and quality-of-life issues for residents living in 
her River Arts District neighborhood. In late 
2022, she contributed to the story and history 
of Ashley Drive and the surrounding area for 
the City of Tampa’s application for the Recon-
necting Communities Grant Pilot Program/Ash-
ley Drive Redesign Project. When the city was 
awarded the grant it shared credit with Ms. 
Royster for helping to tell Tampa’s story as 
part of the application. Ms. Royster shared this 
significant achievement with some of the his-
toric residents who were impacted by demol-
ished communities and with her River Arts 
District community leaders This project will in-
clude removal of an interstate ramp and open 
streets which fulfills a dream of Ms. Royster 
and her neighbors for direct pedestrian access 
to The Tampa Riverwalk. 

She retired to Tampa to be a full-time tourist 
and ended up volunteering in her community. 
An avid Tampa history buff and researcher, 
Ms. Royster currently spends her time telling 
the story of Tampa through her signature 
Tampa History Postcards, which include many 
historical nuggets of Tampa’s Black commu-
nity. Ms. Royster helped erect the Madame 
Fortune Taylor Bridge Historical Marker (2018) 
in downtown Tampa and she is the creator of 
the Tampa Bay History Center Madame For-
tune Taylor Walking Tour, which she led for 
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three years and received a ‘‘Best of the Bay 
2021’’ nomination for Best Walking Tour. Ma-
dame Fortune was born into slavery and, after 
gaining her freedom, became a Tampa busi-
nesswoman who owned more than 30 acres 
of land in the late 1880s but sold it as part of 
an agreement that a bridge be built over the 
river which would connect East and West 
Tampa. The historic bridge was built in 1892 
and named after Taylor. 

Ms. Royster is a native of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, but life has taken her many 
places, and she considers Chicago, Illinois 
home, where she raised her only child Ike 
Murray, Jr. (ret. USAF), and where four of her 
seven siblings live. Ms. Royster has a passion 
for her two strengths, caring for others or writ-
ing about them. After high school she taught 
and cared for 2-year-olds at a pre-school in 
Raleigh, North Carolina before entering the 
hospitality industry. While in college she was 
hired as a Feature Writer for Muhammad 
Speaks Newspaper in Chicago (later Bilalian 
News and The American Muslim Journal). 

While observing her story subjects she 
caught the hospitality bug again and left jour-
nalism for several years. 

When she lived in Atlanta, Ms. Royster 
worked as a community grassroots organizer 
and was nicknamed the ‘‘The Quiet Riot.’’ It 
was at this time she was encouraged by her 
mother, Ms. Doris L. Muhammad Royster to 
write children’s books. Ms. Royster wrote her 
first children’s book manuscript while spending 
time with her young nephew. He was a win-
dow to her destiny. She wrote her second chil-
dren’s book manuscript ‘‘GO! In The Snow’’ 
and self-published in 2019. Her third children’s 
book manuscript, ‘‘Al Li Gator and J. Louis 
Bat’’, which takes place at the Bat House in 
Tampa near the Historic Fortune Taylor Bridge 
will be released this spring and we will see 
other book projects in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire Tampa 
Bay community, I am honored to recognize 
Ms. Gloria Jean Royster for her outstanding 
contributions to keep our local Black history 
alive and using it to create positive change in 
the future as well as her selfless acts of com-
munity service in uplifting her neighbors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SETH UTTERBACK 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and admiration that I rise today to 
recognize a remarkable student currently at-
tending classes at Cass Job Corps, located in 
Franklin County, within the bounds of Arkan-
sas’ esteemed Fourth Congressional District. 
Seth Utterback embodies the spirit of dedica-
tion, leadership, and excellence that we strive 
to cultivate in our youth. 

Throughout his time at Cass Job Corps, 
Seth has experienced tremendous growth and 
success, particularly within the culinary pro-
gram where he has truly distinguished himself. 
Serving as both a dorm president and lead 
chef in the culinary arts trade, Seth exempli-
fies servant leadership, tirelessly ensuring that 
his fellow students feel welcome and sup-
ported on campus. His commitment to the 
success of others is truly commendable. 

Seth’s passion for culinary arts is evident in 
his unwavering dedication to honing his skills. 
His natural talent, coupled with his strong 
communication and teamwork abilities, sets 
him apart as a standout student and a valued 
team player. Whether he is mastering new 
techniques or assisting his classmates, Seth 
consistently goes above and beyond, embody-
ing the values of reliability, respect, and posi-
tivity. 

In addition to his exemplary academic and 
leadership achievements, Seth has been se-
lected to represent Cass Job Corps at the 
Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C., a 
testament to his exceptional leadership quali-
ties. Furthermore, his participation in the Work 
Experience Program through WIOA has pro-
vided him with invaluable real-world skills and 
experiences under the guidance of Mr. Mike 
Brown, further preparing him for success in his 
future endeavors. 

Looking ahead, Seth’s ambitions extend be-
yond the borders of Arkansas as he plans to 
attend Treasure Island Job Corps in California, 
with the long-term goal of becoming a chef on 
a cruise line. His determination, outstanding 
work ethic, and unwavering commitment to his 
dreams serve as an inspiration to us all. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Seth Utterback on his achievements and 
in wishing him continued success as he em-
barks on the next chapter of his journey. Seth 
is truly a testament to the limitless potential of 
our Nation’s youth, and I have no doubt that 
he will continue to make us proud in all his fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF PATRICK 
PARKER 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, Chief Patrick 
Parker grew up in Petoskey, Michigan as the 
oldest of 11 children and carried with him from 
a young age a sense of duty and responsi-
bility. In high school, Chief Parker played foot-
ball for the Petoskey Northmen, was a Proud 
Eagle Scout of Troop 7, and graduated in 
1979. Chief Parker then attended North Cen-
tral Michigan College where he earned an As-
sociate’s Degree an later received a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration from 
Lake Superior State College. 

Chief Parker started his fire service career 
in 1983 as a volunteer and morphed into a 
part-paid/on-call firefighter and EMT. He filled 
many roles such as Firefighter, Lieutenant, 
Captain, and Battalion Chief; and in 2004, he 
was promoted to the rank of full-time Deputy 
Chief. On January 1, 2006, Parker became 
the Chief of the Grand Traverse Metro Fire 
Department, encouraging his members to fos-
ter an atmosphere where everyone is empow-
ered to give their best and live up to the 
credo: Omnis Cedo Domus—Everyone Goes 
Home. 

Additionally, Chief Parker is involved profes-
sionally in the Michigan Association of Fire 
Chiefs Board, Northern Michigan Fire Chiefs 
Association Board, Grand Traverse County 
Local Emergency Planning Committee, Local 
Planning Team and 911 Advisory Board. Chief 
Parker is the founding member of MI-Mutual 

Aid Box Alarm System Division 3701, which at 
the time of its founding included all of Region- 
7. He is the chairperson of the MABAS-Michi-
gan Special Operations Work Group, the 
State’s Urban Search and Rescue Team, 
overseeing Michigan Task Force-1. Chief 
Parker was Michigan’s representative to the 
Great Lakes Division (GLD) of the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), and 
he currently is the immediate past president of 
the GLD. 

Always looking for new ways to help his 
community, Chief Parker is involved with many 
local boards and committees, serving as the 
President of the American Red Cross—North-
ern Michigan, Camps and Services member of 
the Rotary Club of Traverse City, board mem-
ber of the Rotary Camps & Services with the 
Knights of Columbus No. 9979, and board 
member of the Michigan Crossroads Council— 
Boy Scouts of America. He is the founding 
member and President of the Grand Traverse 
Region First Responder Alliance, a 501(c)(3) 
organization founded to find solutions to the 
unmet needs of the region’s first responders. 

Chief Parker is also a dedicated husband, 
enjoying 39 years of marriage to his wife 
Michelle and their 3 golden retrievers. In his 
spare time, he is known for being an avid 
hiker, hunter, and Great Lakes boater, and he 
enjoys camping and snowmobiling in the win-
tertime. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor to congratulate 
Chief Patrick Parker on an exemplary career 
and legacy of giving back to his community. I 
thank him for his humble service and wish him 
and his family the best in their future endeav-
ors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BETTY 
HOLZENDORF 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
it is in the spirit of bereavement that I rise to 
recognize the remarkable life of former Florida 
State Senator Betty Holzendorf. As a dedi-
cated public servant, community leader, and 
advocate for social justice, her impact on the 
city of Jacksonville and the great State of Flor-
ida and its people will be felt for generations 
to come. 

Senator Holzendorf passed away on Feb-
ruary 29, 2024 at the age of 84. 

As a lifelong resident of Jacksonville, Sen-
ator Holzendorf dedicated her life to the bet-
terment of her community. She received her 
bachelor’s degree from Edward Waters Uni-
versity and her master’s in educational admin-
istration from the University of North Florida, 
the latter of which has a road named after her 
on campus. 

As a former public school teacher and ad-
ministrator at her alma mater, Edward Waters 
University, she was committed to quality edu-
cation and began her career in public service 
in 1975 as an affirmative action officer under 
Jacksonville Mayor Hans Tanzler. Following 
several years of service in this role, she joined 
the staff of Jacksonville Mayor Jake Godbold 
as City Council liaison, where she developed 
the political skills that would catapult her into 
the Florida House of Representatives in 1988. 
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Throughout her esteemed career, Senator 

Holzendorf championed causes that uplifted 
the most vulnerable members of her commu-
nity. Whether it was fighting for affordable 
housing, advocating for quality education, or 
promoting access to healthcare, she never 
wavered in her dedication to improving the 
lives of her constituents, especially children. 

Senator Holzendorf’s passion for justice and 
equality was matched only by her unwavering 
determination to create positive change. After 
four years in the Florida House, she served 
with distinction in the Florida State Senate 
from 1992 to 2002, where her leadership 
earned her the respect and admiration of col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle. 

Beyond her legislative accomplishments, 
Senator Holzendorf was a pillar of her commu-
nity, known for her kindness, compassion, and 
incredible cooking. Her impact extended far 
beyond the boundaries of Tallahassee and 
Jacksonville, truly touching the lives of count-
less individuals throughout Florida. 

My heart is with Senator Holzendorf’s family 
during this time of mourning. May they find 
solace in knowing that her legacy will live on 
in the hearts and minds of all who had the 
privilege of knowing her, and may her memory 
be for a blessing. 

f 

HONORING THE EDUCATIONAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF MR. MYCHAL 
THREETS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the critical contributions of Mr. 
Mychal Threets to the Solano County commu-
nity. As the Supervising Librarian at the Fair-
field Civic Center Library and a social media 
content creator, Mr. Threets impacted the lives 
of countless youth in the Solano community 
and beyond. 

As a homeschooled student in Solano 
County, Mr. Threets grew up taking advantage 
of the wide array of resources and services of-
fered at his local library and received his first 
library card at just five years old. After earning 
his master’s degree in library information 
science, Mr. Threets began working at the 
Fairfield Civic Center Library in 2013 and 
helped expand the library programs and re-
sources that were fundamental to his edu-
cation. 

With the growing mental health crisis and 
declining literacy rates, Mr. Threets took to so-
cial media to discuss the vital emotional health 
resources and educational services that librar-
ies provide. He wanted to ensure people knew 
that libraries are not just places with books but 
offer something for everyone. Through his so-
cial media posts, Mr. Threets shared stories 
about the vital role libraries play in people’s 
lives and the ‘‘library joy’’ he sees in action 
every day. Mr. Threets used his viral social 
media presence to spread kindness and in-
spire American youth to fall in love with read-
ing and libraries, just as he did. 

For his advocacy and outspoken love of li-
braries, Mr. Threets was one of 10 librarians 
across the country to win the I Love My Librar-
ian Award for Public Service. While Mr. 
Threets will be stepping away from his role in 

the Solano County Library, I know he will con-
tinue striving to improve the Solano commu-
nity and increase literacy rates for young chil-
dren. I look forward to seeing his work to ex-
pand access to educational resources and 
make our communities more inclusive. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
TRAILBLAZER WALLACE Z. BOW-
ERS, IN HONOR OF BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the remarkable 
contributions and achievements of a distin-
guished individual of the Tampa Bay commu-
nity, Mr. Wallace Z. Bowers. Supported by his 
wife, Lois Bowers, and son, Warren Lyle Bow-
ers, his lifelong dedication to community serv-
ice, advocacy, and leadership embodies the 
spirit of stewardship we all must strive to-
wards. 

Mr. Bowers grew up in Bascom, FL, the 
11th of 13 children. In describing his upbring-
ing, Mr. Bowers considered himself a ‘‘country 
boy,’’ and often recalls the lessons of hard 
work and ‘‘making a difference’’ which his par-
ents instilled in him and his siblings. This foun-
dation inspired a call to service in the U.S. 
Army and later, his decades of community 
service within the Tampa Bay community. 
After returning from military service, Mr. Bow-
ers moved to Tampa, Florida, eventually set-
tling in a little community called Progress Vil-
lage. He went on to study at the University of 
Tampa, Tampa Bible College and Florida 
Theological Seminary & Bible College. 

Mr. Bowers was an early member of the 
Progress Village Civic Council, a Tampa- 
based community organization which played a 
pivotal role in offsetting the displacement of 
African Americans during the Civil Rights era. 
He also co-founded and served as President 
from 1986 until 1996 of the Progress Village 
Foundation which provides scholarships to 
local students. Mr. Bowers also played a piv-
otal role in rezoning negotiations with the 
Hillsborough County Commission, resulting in 
significant benefits for the community, includ-
ing the revitalization of the Progress Village 
Park, and various other improvements. 

Mr. Bowers’ commitment to public service is 
also exemplified by his Gubernatorial appoint-
ment to the Florida Housing Authority from 
1983 to 1989, where he served as Chair dur-
ing the later years of his tenure. Additionally, 
his dedication to transportation and community 
development is reflected in his roles as a 
county appointee to the Hillsborough County 
Regional Transit Authority (HART) and as a 
past member of the Hillsborough County Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Board 
and Tampa Streetcar Board. 

Throughout his life Mr. Bowers has invested 
in the communities and people of Tampa. And 
often recalling his parents’ teachings of hard 
work and making a difference, Mr. Bowers 
was always aware of his higher calling as a 
spiritual leader. He was the Vice Moderator of 
the Mount Pilgrim Association for six years 
and is currently a member of the Progressive 
M & E Baptist State Convention of Florida and 

National Baptist Convention of America Inter-
national, Inc. As a licensed and ordained min-
ister, he led and pastored the Saint Mary Mis-
sionary Baptist Church from 1996 to 2018 
being given the honorary title of Pastor Emer-
itus. 

In 1970, Mr. Bowers founded his own real 
estate business and has been practicing for 
over five decades. His entrepreneurial spirit 
also led him to own and operate Bowers Bar-
ber Shop. Mr. Bowers served as the Property 
Manager for the Progress Village Shopping 
Center and Progressive M & E Baptist State 
Convention Headquarters, always working 
hard and always making a difference. 

Mr. Bowers has stated that for any commu-
nity to progress and move forward we all must 
take an interest in improving the welfare of our 
fellow citizens. Not only has he led by that ex-
ample for decades, but he has helped estab-
lish a foundation in the community that would 
ensure future generations, regardless of where 
they were from or the challenges they face so 
that they have the appropriate educational, 
economic, and social opportunities needed to 
achieve success. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Mr. 
Wallace Z. Bowers, whose work is engraved 
in the streets of our Tampa community. His 
legacy of service, leadership, and hard work 
serve as an inspiration to future generations. 

f 

HONORING JOHN S. JOSSELL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor John Jossell. 

John Jossell was born in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, on December 2, 1985, to Michael and 
Evelyn Jossell. He is the second oldest of five 
siblings and spent his early years in Clarks-
dale, Mississippi. After attending Clarksdale 
Municipal School District, he later moved to 
Marks, Mississippi. 

During his upbringing in Quitman County, 
John discovered a passion for teaching as he 
practiced with his siblings. This passion led 
him to graduate from Madison S. Palmer High 
School with a strong desire to pursue a teach-
ing career. 

Choosing Rust College as his alma mater, 
John focused his studies on English, the sub-
ject he was most passionate about teaching. 
As a student at Rust, he actively participated 
in the Baptist Student Union Gospel Choir and 
became a member of the esteemed Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. After graduating in 2009, 
John’s mother encouraged him to begin his 
teaching career in his hometown at Quitman 
County School District. 

Starting as a first-year teacher at Quitman 
County Middle School, John taught Reading. 
He thoroughly enjoyed the learning environ-
ment, the students, and the educational cul-
ture. Motivated to enhance his teaching skills, 
he pursued a master’s degree in Curriculum, 
Instruction, & Assessment from Walden Uni-
versity. This program equipped him with effec-
tive tools and assessment techniques to better 
educate his students. Transitioning to Madison 
S. Palmer High School, John faced the chal-
lenge of preparing students for the English II 
state test. Despite the difficulties, he found 
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great fulfillment in inspiring his students to 
excel academically beyond the Mississippi 
Delta. Recognizing his passion for teaching, 
several individuals encouraged him to explore 
administrative roles. 

Building on his master’s degree, John de-
cided to pursue a specialist degree in Edu-
cational Leadership and Administration. While 
serving as the Assistant Principal of Madison 
S. Palmer High School, he continued to teach 
English II. Although demanding, John’s deter-
mination propelled him to succeed in his posi-
tion. During his tenure, numerous students 
pursued higher education outside of Mis-
sissippi, fulfilling their college dreams. 

Presently, John serves as the principal of 
Quitman County Middle School as he diligently 
works towards his doctorate degree in Edu-
cational Leadership & Administration from 
Walden University. Guided by the scripture, 
‘‘Do everything with Love’’ (1 Corinthians 
16:14), he brings this spirit to his interactions 
with the faculty, staff, and students at Quitman 
County School District. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. John Jossell for his dedica-
tion in serving his school and community. 

f 

HONORING THE RETURN OF SHEN 
YUN TO THE DAVID H. KOCH 
THEATER AT LINCOLN CENTER 
IN NEW YORK CITY 

HON. PATRICK RYAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the return of the Shen Yun Performing Arts 
Company to the David H. Koch theater at Lin-
coln Center in New York City in April 2024. 

Shen Yun Performing Arts was established 
in New York in 2006 and has become a world-
wide phenomenon as they travel to 180 cities 
every year to perform. Millions of people travel 
to see this unique performance time and time 
again and with the development of new 
dances each year, the performers, 
choreographers, and conductors continually 
develop an amazing show for all to enjoy. 

The ancient Chinese traditions that are root-
ed in virtue, faith, and moral values are 
brought to life in the performances that feature 
dancing and singing with performers wearing 
intricate costumes. Artistic freedom is essen-
tial to a society and Shen Yun expresses that 
ideal in the face of continued opposition from 
the Chinese government. 

I had the privilege of meeting many mem-
bers of the Shen Yun community located in 
my distict and watched the performance in 
Washington, D.C. It was a huge honor to see 
such talent. 

I want to thank the members of Shen Yun 
for their great success thus far and wish them 
all the best performing at Lincoln Center. 

HONORING ELLISON CAPERS ‘‘E.C.’’ 
GRAYSON, JR. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today I honor the life of Mr. Ellison Capers 
‘‘E.C.’’ Grayson, Jr. and offer my sympathy to 
his family. E.C. Grayson, born in 1928 in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, was known for his vibrant 
personality, dedication to family and friends, 
and lifelong commitment to civil service. From 
his early achievements as an Eagle Scout, 
student leader, and athlete, to his distin-
guished career in the U.S. Navy, serving dur-
ing the Korean war and as Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy under President Reagan, and later 
as a successful CEO and leader, E.C. left a 
lasting impact on all who knew him, celebrated 
in a Memorial Mass on March 1, 2024, in 
Tiburon, California. We deeply appreciate his 
exemplary service and personal courage, 
which epitomized the highest traditions of 
Navy service. I include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing obituary for E.C. Grayson, Jr.: 

Ellison Capers ‘‘E.C.’’ Grayson, passed 
away peacefully and faithfully on January 
13, 2024, in La Quinta, Calif. 

E.C. was born in Saint Paul, Minn., on Sep-
tember 7, 1928, son of Ellison Capers Grayson, 
Sr. and Inez Santos Grayson; and brother of 
Richard A. Grayson, Esq. E.C. will always be 
remembered for his big smile, boundless en-
ergy, eternal optimism, devotion to duty, 
honor, country, and his deep love of family 
and friends. E.C. loved the magic of relation-
ships, knew everyone, and delighted in con-
necting them. 

E.C. was raised in St. Paul, Minn., and was 
a student leader and athlete. He was an 
Eagle Scout, President of Central High 
School, a lifeguard, and a varsity football 
player. At the University of Minnesota, E.C. 
was President of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
the Inter-Fraternity Council. He loved his 
summers on the Isle of Palms, S.C., where 
his family had a long history. E.C. was an 
athlete his entire life, still swimming at 95. 
He loved tennis, downhill skiing, running, 
rowing on the Bay and playing water polo on 
the Olympic Club team. As a member of the 
Saint Francis and Corinthian Yacht Clubs, 
he loved racing around the Bay on ‘‘The 
Darby’’ to the delight of his granddaughters 
and their friends. 

After graduation, E.C. joined the U.S. 
Navy as an officer during the Korean war. 
From his ship, he witnessed a nuclear deto-
nation test off the Bikini Atoll. His active 
duty took him across the Pacific and ulti-
mately, to San Francisco, where he met the 
love of his life, Jean Amy Mason. She was a 
flight attendant for United Airlines and for 
President Dwight Eisenhower during his 
presidential campaign. E.C. and Jean were 
engaged in Honolulu and married on Treas-
ure Island Naval Base on December 26, 1953. 
They spent their honeymoon driving through 
Europe for three months and returned home 
to San Francisco aboard the QE II. 

Thereafter, E.C. had a successful career as 
an insurance industry CEO. He was very ac-
tive in civic affairs, including as President of 
St. Mary’s Hospital and The Navy League, a 
Regent at Saint Ignatius College Prep, Com-
manding Officer of a Naval Intelligence Re-
serve unit and an advisor to Mayors George 
Moscone and Dianne Feinstein and Governor 
Pete Wilson. 

In 1981, President Ronald Reagan ap-
pointed E.C. as the Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy. He received numerous awards, in-
cluding the Navy’s Distinguished Civilian 
Service medal. After serving in the Pen-
tagon, E.C. returned to San Francisco and 
joined Spencer Stuart, becoming one of the 
country’s top ‘‘headhunters’’ of Fortune 500 
CEO’s, CFO’s, and board members, In later 
years, E.C. joined the Grayson Group as sen-
ior advisor and loving mentor to its founder, 
Laurie Grayson. 

E.C. especially loved The Bohemian Club 
and Grove. He was a true Bohemian in spirit 
and deed. He also greatly enjoyed The Alfalfa 
Club, The Knights of Malta, The Metropoli-
tan Club of Washington, D.C., and serving on 
The Guardsmen board. He was a member of 
The Springs Country Club in Rancho Mirage 
and a devout parishioner of St. Hilary 
Church in Tiburon. 

E.C. is survived by his wife of seventy 
years, Jean Mason Grayson; his children, 
Darby Grayson Sutherland (Bruce) and Wil-
liam Ellison ‘‘Bill’’ Grayson (Laurie); his 
four granddaughters, Katherine (Wash-
ington, D.C.), Elizabeth and Caroline Gray-
son (Manhattan), and Lauren Gordon (Aus-
tin, Texas). He is also survived by Shadow, 
his beloved standard poodle. E.C.’s zest for 
life, service to his country, devotion to his 
family and love of his friends will continue 
to live on in all of us. 

The Memorial Mass was on Friday, March 
1, 2024, at 1:30 p.m., at St. Hilary Church in 
Tiburon, Calif. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE WORK OF 
THE NAVY FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the work of the Navy Federal Credit 
Union and its strong support for the military 
community throughout California and the 
United States. With a statewide membership 
totaling almost 1.5 million, with 18,000 residing 
in my district, I applaud the work they do ev-
eryday to ensure that our beloved 
servicemembers have access to convenient fi-
nancial services. 

Spread throughout its 50 branches in Cali-
fornia, the Navy Federal Credit Union has 
worked tirelessly for the past 90 years to en-
sure that their mission of being the preferred 
financial institution to members of the military 
and their families stands true. As a member- 
owned and not-for-profit credit union, their 
worldwide membership consists of 13.3 million 
members. Additionally, they have 356 
branches worldwide, ensuring that all 
servicemembers can take advantage of their 
services and products in the pursuit of finan-
cial wellbeing. 

Furthermore, their awards and recognition 
speak to the impact of their mission for both 
their employees and members. With branches 
spread across the United States and the 
world, they’ve proven that they provide a well- 
rounded workplace for their employees. Most 
notably, they have been awarded the FOR-
TUNE 100 Best Companies to Work For and 
have been named a Top Workplace by the 
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Washington Post. In addition, they have prov-
en to have a strong military focus when they 
were named the Best Military Bank/Credit 
Union by the US News and World Report. 

Their member-focused mission, including 
serving with compassion, putting members 
first, and championing community helps to en-
sure that there is a strong understanding of 
the needs for service members, while dis-
playing integrity and honesty in their services. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
memorating the work of the Navy Federal 
Credit Union and the services they provide for 
servicemembers in California and the United 
States. 

f 

HONORING LATONZIA DORSEY- 
EVANS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a tenacious and self- 
motivated leader, Mrs. LaTonzia Dorsey- 
Evans. LaTonzia has shown what can be 
done through hard work, dedication, and a de-
sire to achieve success. 

LaTonzia, a resident of Mayersville, Mis-
sissippi, is currently working on her Doctorate 
at The University of Memphis in African Amer-
ican Literature and Cultural Studies. Her re-
search interest includes the Black Arts Move-
ment, African American Literature, and Hip- 
Hop. She also holds a Bachelor of Science 
and a Master of Arts from William Carey Uni-
versity. 

LaTonzia spent a year as the 11th and 12th 
grade English teacher at South Delta High 
School before transitioning to Mississippi Val-
ley State University (MVSU) as the Sopho-
more Year Experience Coordinator in Univer-
sity College. Currently, she serves as an In-
structor of English in the English and Foreign 
Languages Department at MVSU. In recogni-
tion of her outstanding contributions, she was 
awarded the title of Humanities Teacher of the 
Year for 2023–2024 by the Office of Academic 
Affairs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. LaTonzia Dorsey-Evans 
for her passion and dedication to the Arts & 
Social Justice. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE WASH-
INGTON, D.C. AREA HELICOPTER 
NOISE INFORMATION EXCHANGE 
ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I introduce the 
Washington, D.C. Area Helicopter Noise Infor-
mation Exchange Act, which would require the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to cre-
ate and implement a helicopter noise-sharing 

mechanism for all helicopter operators in the 
National Capital Region (NCR) and to make 
such mechanism accessible to the public on-
line. I got this bill included in the Securing 
Growth and Robust Leadership in American 
Aviation Act (H.R. 3935), which the House 
passed last year. 

Residents of the NCR have been plagued 
by helicopter noise for years. Yet, there is no 
centralized complaint system nor any com-
prehensive data about helicopter noise in the 
NCR Helicopter noise can harm health, quality 
of life, and the structural integrity of homes. In 
2019, I led members of the NCR in requesting 
that the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) study helicopter noise in the NCR. In 
2021, GAO recommended that the FAA imple-
ment a noise sharing mechanism for heli-
copter operators in the NCR. 

In 2022, the FAA initiated a pilot program 
with a private company to create a helicopter 
noise sharing mechanism in the NCR. After 
the end of the pilot program, Fairfax and Ar-
lington Counties contracted with the private 
company to maintain such a mechanism solely 
for Northern Virginia. However, the company 
is not required to share the collected data with 
any jurisdictions, other than those in Northern 
Virginia, or the public. The FAA must be in-
volved in the collection and analysis of heli-
copter noise data in the NCR to effectively ad-
dress the impacts on the public, and the public 
has a right to know the source of the noise. 

This bill would direct the creation of a more 
effective information sharing mechanism, 
which would allow for better, more com-
prehensive data on helicopter noise com-
plaints. This data would in turn help us de-
velop solutions to address helicopter noise. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

SPECIALIST JUSTIN MEDINA, 
CLEMENTON TOWN HALL HOME-
TOWN HERO 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, born and 
raised in Blackwood, New Jersey, Specialist 
Justin Medina has shown dedication and com-
mitment throughout his life. During his time at 
Highland Regional High School, he was in-
volved in sports. Immediately after graduating 
from Highland Regional High School, Spe-
cialist Justin Medina enlisted in the United 
States Army. 

Specialist Justin Medina enlisted in Feb-
ruary of 2021 and served for two years, 
achieving the rank of PSE E–4, before he was 
honorably discharged in 2023. Specialist Jus-
tin Medina served as a paratrooper during his 
enlistment, and he was stationed at Fort 
Bragg, now known as Fort Liberty. 

During his tenure in the United States 
Armed Forces, he served with distinction. Spe-
cialist Justin Medina was the recipient of mul-
tiple Army Commendation Medals which are 
granted for sustained acts of heroism or meri-
torious service. 

Following his military service, Specialist Jus-
tin Medina began working as a security officer 

and is presently employed at a local smoke 
shop. Throughout his career he has shown a 
willingness to learn in different environments. 

Today, Specialist Justin Medina is deter-
mined to further his education and pursue a 
college degree and he desires to earn a Real 
Estate License. Specialist Justin Medina has a 
strong work ethic, and there is no doubt that 
he will continue to make significant contribu-
tions to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-
oring and commending Specialist Justin Me-
dina for his service to his community, the 
United States Army, and to the United States 
of America. 

f 

HONORING ED MELL 

HON. GREG STANTON 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 5, 2024 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life and legacy of Ed Mell, who we lost at 
the age of 81 on February 21, 2024. An inspi-
ration to the Arizona arts community and the 
world, Ed will forever be remembered as the 
originator of some of the most iconic depic-
tions of the desert landscape. 

A Phoenix native, Ed was born in 1942 and 
at a very young age was drawn to the arts. He 
went on to graduate from Phoenix Junior Col-
lege and the ArtCenter College of Design in 
Pasadena. After a six-year stint in New York 
City where he pursued his interest in commer-
cial advertising, Ed aspired to have greater 
creative freedom which he was only able to 
find back in his home state of Arizona. In 
1970, Ed accepted a teaching position on the 
Hopi Reservation during which he redis-
covered the charm and beauty of the desert. 
Ed then relocated to Phoenix and in the dec-
ades that followed, he became one of the 
most respected and venerated artists of Ari-
zona, dedicated to capturing the Southwest 
desert landscape. 

Throughout his long career, museums and 
galleries around the globe exhibited his work, 
while private collectors sought the chance to 
add one of his pieces to their possessions. Al-
though recognized globally for artistic acco-
lades, Ed will always be remembered as gen-
erous and kind. He was a devoted friend and 
a loving and proud husband and father. Be-
yond his personal relationships, Ed’s impact 
can be seen in numerous city projects includ-
ing the imposing bronze rider astride a buck-
ing horse in the middle of Old Town Scotts-
dale and his U.S. Postal Service Centennial 
stamp. 

Ed’s depictions of the vibrant Arizona sun-
sets, sweeping vistas, and dramatic mountains 
will forever cement him as one of the greatest 
landscape artists of all time. Ed is survived by 
his wife, Rose Marie, and his son, Carson, 
along with a deeply admiring and extensive 
fan base. 

I thank Ed for his years of inspiration and 
dedication. Godspeed. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:33 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A05MR8.034 E05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



D197 
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Daily Digest 
HIGHLIGHTS 

See Résumé of Congressional Activity. 

Senate 
Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S1095–S2216 
Measures Introduced: Fifteen bills and three reso-
lutions were introduced, as follows: S. 3860–3874, 
and S. Res. 571–573.                                       Pages S2212–13 

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024—Agree-
ment: A unanimous-consent agreement was reached 
to print and include in the Congressional Record at the 
appropriate place the joint explanatory statement to 
accompany H.R. 4366, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2024, with the technical and con-
forming edits made in the copy at the desk, includ-
ing the removal of a House CPF project and Senate 
CDS project, both at the request of Members. 
                                                                             Pages S1104–S2207 

Message from the President: Senate received the 
following message from the President of the United 
States: 

Transmitting, pursuant to law, a report of the 
continuation of the national emergency that was 
originally declared in Executive Order 13692 of 
March 8, 2015, with respect to the situation in Ven-
ezuela; which was referred to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. (PM–40) 
                                                                                    Pages S2209–10 

Keohane Nomination—Agreement: Senate re-
sumed consideration of the nomination of Ronald T. 
Keohane, of New York, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Defense.                                                Pages S1097, S1101–04 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 65 yeas to 29 nays (Vote No. EX. 68), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S1101 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on Wednes-

day, March 6, 2024; that all time be considered ex-
pired at 11:30 a.m.; that at 2:15 p.m., if cloture has 
been invoked on the nomination of Moshe Z. 
Marvit, of Pennsylvania, to be a Member of the Fed-
eral Mine Safety and Health Review Commission, 
Senate vote on confirmation of the nomination; and 
that if cloture is invoked on the nomination of 
Cathy Ann Harris, of Maryland, to be Chairman of 
the Merit Systems Protection Board, all time be con-
sidered expired at 5:45 p.m.                                 Page S2216 

Noti Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consider-
ation of the nomination of Adrienne Jennings Noti, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate 
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia.                                                              Pages S1097–S1101 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition 
of the nomination of Cathy Ann Harris, of Mary-
land, to be Chairman of the Merit Systems Protec-
tion Board.                                                                     Page S1097 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S1097 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S1097 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S2210 

Measures Referred:                                                 Page S2210 

Measures Placed on the Calendar:               Page S2210 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S2210–12 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S2213–14 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S2214–16 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S2208–09 

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today. 
(Total—68)                                                                    Page S1101 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:41 Mar 06, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0627 Sfmt 0627 E:\CR\FM\D05MR4.REC D05MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGESTD198 March 5, 2024 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 3 p.m. and ad-
journed at 7:16 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S2216.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

No committee meetings were held. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 39 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 7520–7558; and 10 resolutions, H. 
Con. Res. 93; and H. Res. 1051–1059, were intro-
duced.                                                                         Pages H820–21 

Additional Cosponsors:                                 Pages H823–25 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 6046, to designate Ansarallah as a foreign 

terrorist organization and impose certain sanctions 
on Ansarallah, and for other purposes, with an 
amendment (H. Rept. 118–404, Part 1); 

H.R. 5616, to require the Secretary of the Interior 
to conduct certain offshore lease sales, with an 
amendment (H. Rept. 118–405); 

H.R. 7122, to prohibit aid that will benefit 
Hamas, and for other purposes, with an amendment 
(H. Rept. 118–406); 

H. Res. 1052, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 2799) to make reforms to the capital mar-
kets of the United States, and for other purposes, 
and providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
7511) to require the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to take into custody aliens who have been charged 
in the United States with theft, and for other pur-
poses (H. Rept. 118–407); and 

H.R. 6268, to direct the Administrator of General 
Services to identify two Federal agencies to consoli-
date into the GSA Headquarters Building, and for 
other purposes (H. Rept. 118–408).          Pages H819–20 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Tenney to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                               Page H783 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:21 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                      Page H785 

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal by voice vote.                    Pages H785, H807 

Recess: The House recessed at 2:06 p.m. and recon-
vened at 3 p.m.                                                             Page H786 

Mexico-United States Interparliamentary 
Group—Appointment: The Chair announced the 
Speaker’s appointment of the following members of 

the House to the Mexico-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group: Representatives Chavez- 
DeRemer, Mike Garcia of California, Vicente Gon-
zalez of Texas, Escobar and Carbajal.                 Page H805 

Recess: The House recessed at 5:24 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:30 p.m.                                                      Page H805 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: Securing the Cities 
Improvement Act: H.R. 4403, to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to make improvements to 
the Securing the Cities program;                 Pages H786–87 

Improving Travel for Families Act: H.R. 5969, 
amended, to direct the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to revise certain regulations to permit certain 
children to accompany their parents or legal guard-
ians through Global Entry airport lanes; 
                                                                                      Pages H787–88 

DHS Border Services Contracts Review Act: 
H.R. 4467, amended, to direct the Under Secretary 
for Management of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to assess contracts for covered services per-
formed by contractor personnel along the United 
States land border with Mexico;                   Pages H789–91 

Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act 2.0: 
H.R. 3391, amended, to extend the Gabriella Miller 
Kids First Pediatric Research Program at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote 
of yeas to nays, Roll No. 60;        Pages H792–93, H805–06 

Preventing Maternal Deaths Reauthorization 
Act: H.R. 3838, amended, to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthorize Federal 
support of States in their work to save and sustain 
the health of mothers during pregnancy, childbirth, 
and the postpartum period, to eliminate disparities 
in maternal health outcomes for pregnancy-related 
and pregnancy-associated deaths, to identify solu-
tions to improve health care quality and health out-
comes for mothers, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 382 
yeas to 12 nays, Roll No. 61;      Pages H793–96, H806–07 

9–8–8 Lifeline Cybersecurity Responsibility Act: 
H.R. 498, amended, to amend title V of the Public 
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Health Service Act to secure the suicide prevention 
lifeline from cybersecurity incidents;         Pages H797–98 

Medicaid Primary Care Improvement Act: H.R. 
3836, amended, to facilitate direct primary care ar-
rangements under Medicaid;                      Pages H798–H800 

DiasporaLink Act: H.R. 3385, amended, to di-
rect the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information to submit to Congress 
a report containing an assessment of the value, cost, 
and feasibility of developing a trans-Atlantic sub-
marine fiber optic cable connecting the contiguous 
United States, the United States Virgin Islands, 
Ghana; and                                                              Pages H801–03 

Energy Emergency Leadership Act: H.R. 3277, 
to amend the Department of Energy Organization 
Act with respect to functions assigned to Assistant 
Secretaries.                                                               Pages H803–05 

Providing for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President: The House 
agreed to H. Con. Res. 93, providing for a joint ses-
sion of Congress to receive a message from the Presi-
dent.                                                                                    Page H807 

Suspensions—Proceedings Postponed: The House 
debated the following measure under suspension of 
the rules. Further proceedings were postponed. 

Eradicating Narcotic Drugs and Formulating 
Effective New Tools to Address National Yearly 
Losses of life Act: S. 206, to require the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to reg-
ularly review and update policies and manuals re-
lated to inspections at ports of entry;        Pages H788–89 

DHS Biodetection Improvement Act: H.R. 6174, 
to improve the biodetection functions of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security;                          Pages H791–92 

Firefighter Cancer Registry Reauthorization 
Act: H.R. 3821, to reauthorize the Firefighter Can-
cer Registry Act of 2018; and                       Pages H796–97 

Action for Dental Health Act: H.R. 3843, to 
amend title III of the Public Health Service Act to 
reauthorize grants to address dental workforce needs. 
                                                                                      Pages H800–01 

Presidential Message: Read a message from the 
President wherein he notified Congress that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situation in 
Venezuela that was declared in Executive Order 
13692 of March 8, 2015 is to continue in effect be-
yond March 8, 2024—referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and ordered to be printed (H. Doc. 
118–114).                                                                         Page H805 

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H805–06 and H806. 

Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 9:02 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
EXPANDING ACCESS TO CAPITAL ACT OF 
2023; LAKEN RILEY ACT 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 2799, the ‘‘Expanding Access to Capital Act of 
2023’’; and H.R. 7511, the ‘‘Laken Riley Act’’. The 
Committee granted, by a record vote of 9–3, a rule 
providing for consideration of H.R. 2799, the ‘‘Ex-
panding Access to Capital Act of 2023’’, and H.R. 
7511, the ‘‘Laken Riley Act’’. The rule provides for 
consideration of H.R. 2799, the ‘‘Expanding Access 
to Capital Act of 2023’’, under a structured rule. 
The rule waives all points of order against consider-
ation of the bill. The rule provides one hour of gen-
eral debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides that the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Financial Services now printed in the bill, 
modified by the amendment printed in part A of the 
report, shall be considered as adopted, and the bill, 
as amended, shall be considered as read. The rule 
waives all points of order against provisions in the 
bill, as amended. The rule makes in order only those 
further amendments printed in part B of the report. 
Each amendment shall be considered only in the 
order printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be consid-
ered as read, shall be debatable for the time specified 
in the report equally divided and controlled by the 
proponent and an opponent, shall not be subject to 
amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand 
for division of the question. The rule waives all 
points of order against the amendments printed in 
part B of the report. The rule provides for one mo-
tion to recommit. The rule further provides for con-
sideration of H.R. 7511, the ‘‘Laken Riley Act’’, 
under a closed rule. The rule waives all points of 
order against consideration of the bill. The rule pro-
vides that the bill shall be considered as read. The 
rule waives all points of order against provisions in 
the bill. The rule provides one hour of general de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on the 
Judiciary or their respective designees. The rule pro-
vides for one motion to recommit. Testimony was 
heard from Chairman McHenry, and Representatives 
Garcia of Texas, Cline, and Nadler. 
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Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D175) 

H.R. 7463, making further continuing appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024. Signed on March 1, 2024. 
(Public Law 118–40) 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 6, 2024 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on the Budget: business meeting to consider S. 

1274, to permanently exempt payments made from the 
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Account from seques-
tration under the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985; to be immediately followed by 
a hearing to examine how primary care improves health 
care efficiency, 9:30 a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: to 
hold hearings to examine the National Transportation 
Safety Board Investigations Report, 10 a.m., SR–253. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: to hold hear-
ings to examine extended producer responsibility policies 
for consumer packaging, 10 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: business meeting to consider the 
nomination of Corey Anne Tellez, of Illinois, to be a 
Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury, Time to be an-
nounced, Room to be announced. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: to hold hearings to exam-
ine global food security, 10 a.m., SD–419. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
business meeting to resume consideration of S. 3664, to 
require executive branch employees to report certain roy-
alties, S. 3626, to clarify task and delivery order solicita-
tion and contract requirements, S. 3635, to improve the 
President’s Cup Cybersecurity Competitions, S. 3613, to 
require Facility Security Committees to respond to secu-
rity recommendations issued by the Federal Protective 
Service relating to facility security, S. 3558, to prohibit 
contracting with certain biotechnology providers, S. 
1524, to ensure that whistleblowers, including contrac-
tors, are protected from retaliation when a Federal em-
ployee orders a reprisal, S. 3654, to amend the Presi-
dential Transition Act of 1963 to require the timely ap-
pointment of agency transition officials, to ensure ade-
quate performance and oversight of required transition-re-
lated preparation, to require new guidance for agencies 
and possible transition teams, S. 3648, to amend the 
Post-Katrina Management Reform Act of 2006 to repeal 
certain obsolete requirements, S. 3139, to ensure that 
Federal contractors comply with child labor laws, S. 
2367, to improve border security through regular assess-
ments and evaluations of the Checkpoint Program Man-

agement Office and effective training of U.S. Border Pa-
trol agents regarding drug seizures, S. 3594, to require 
Governmentwide source code sharing, S. 3015, to amend 
title 5, United States Code, to address telework for Fed-
eral employees, S. 2143, to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 320 South 2nd 
Avenue in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, as the ‘‘Staff Ser-
geant Robb Lura Rolfing Post Office Building’’, S. 2274, 
to designate the facility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 112 Wyoming Street in Shoshoni, Wyo-
ming, as the ‘‘Dessie A. Bebout Post Office’’, S. 2717, 
to designate the facility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 231 North Franklin Street in Greensburg, 
Indiana, as the ‘‘Brigadier General John T. Wilder Post 
Office’’, S. 3267, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 410 Dakota Avenue South 
in Huron, South Dakota, as the ‘‘First Lieutenant Thomas 
Michael Martin Post Office Building’’, S. 3357, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 5120 Derry Street in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
as the ‘‘Hettie Simmons Love Post Office Building’’, S. 
3419, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 1765 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘John Charles Traub Post Office’’, S. 
3639, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2075 West Stadium Boulevard in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, as the ‘‘Robert Hayden Post Office’’, S. 
3640, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 155 South Main Street in Mount 
Clemens, Michigan, as the ‘‘Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
Jefferson Post Office’’, H.R. 292, to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located at 24355 
Creekside Road in Santa Clarita, California, as the ‘‘Wil-
liam L. Reynolds Post Office Building’’, H.R. 996, to 
designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
located at 3901 MacArthur Blvd., in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, as the ‘‘Dr. Rudy Lombard Post Office’’, H.R. 
2379, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 616 East Main Street in St. Charles, Il-
linois, as the ‘‘Veterans of the Vietnam War Memorial 
Post Office’’, H.R. 3944, to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 120 West Church 
Street in Mount Vernon, Georgia, as the ‘‘Second Lieuten-
ant Patrick Palmer Calhoun Post Office’’, and the nomi-
nations of Adrienne Jennings Noti, Tanya Monique Jones 
Bosier, Danny Lam Hoan Nguyen, Kenechukwu 
Onyemaechi Okocha, Katherine E. Oler, Judith E. Pipe, 
and Charles J. Willoughby, Jr., each to be an Associate 
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, 
9:30 a.m., SD–342. 

Committee on the Judiciary: to hold hearings to examine 
pending nominations, 10 a.m., SD–226. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: to hold a joint hearing 
with the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to exam-
ine the legislative presentation of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States and multiple veterans service 
organizations: PVA, WWP, NASDVA, MRC, BSF, 
IAVA, BVA, SWAN, SVA, and AMVETS, 10 a.m., 
SD–G50. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: to receive a closed brief-
ing on certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SH–219. 
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House 
Committee on Agriculture, Full Committee, hearing enti-

tled ‘‘For the Purpose of Receiving Testimony from The 
Honorable Rostin Behnam, Chairman, Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission’’, 10 a.m., 1300 Longworth. 

Committee on Armed Services, Subcommittee on Tactical 
Air and Land Forces, hearing entitled ‘‘Army Aviation 
Rebalancing and the Path Ahead’’, 3:30 p.m., 2118 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Education and Workforce, Subcommittee on 
Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Proven Results: Highlighting the Bene-
fits of Charter Schools for Students and Families’’, 10:15 
a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on En-
ergy, Climate, and Grid Security, markup on legislation 
on the Pipeline Safety, Modernization, and Expansion 
Act; legislation to prohibit the Secretary of Energy from 
prescribing or enforcing energy conservation standards for 
clothes washers that are not cost-effective or techno-
logically feasible, and for other purposes; legislation to 
prohibit the Secretary of Energy from prescribing or en-
forcing energy conservation standards for clothes dryers 
that are not cost-effective or technologically feasible, and 
for other purposes; legislation to prohibit the Secretary of 
Energy from prescribing or enforcing energy conservation 
standards for dishwashers that are not cost-effective or 
technologically feasible, and for other purposes; legisla-
tion to prohibit the Secretary of Energy from prescribing 
or enforcing energy conservation standards for refrig-
erators, refrigerator-freezers, and freezers that are not cost- 
effective or technologically feasible, and for other pur-
poses; legislation to prohibit the Secretary of Energy from 
prescribing or enforcing energy conservation standards for 
room air conditioners that are not cost-effective or tech-
nologically feasible, and for other purposes, 10 a.m., 2123 
Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Environment, Manufacturing, and 
Critical Materials, markup on legislation on the Air 
Quality Standards Implementation Act of 2024, 2:30 
p.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Federal Reserve’s Semi-Annual Monetary 
Policy Report’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Crime and 
Federal Government Surveillance, hearing entitled ‘‘A 
Voice for the Voiceless—CSAM Identification’’, 10 a.m., 
2141 Rayburn. 

Full Committee, markup on H.R. 7343, the ‘‘Detain 
and Deport Illegal Aliens Who Assault Cops Act’’; H.R. 
7334, the ‘‘Detain and Deport Illegal Aliens Who Com-
mit Robbery Act’’; and H.R. 661, ‘‘Sarah’s Law’’, 2 p.m., 
2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Water, 
Wildlife and Fisheries, hearing on H.R. 7408, the 
‘‘America’s Wildlife Habitat Conservation Act’’, 10:15 
a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources, hear-
ing entitled H.R. 6482, the ‘‘Enhancing Geothermal Pro-
duction on Federal Lands Act’’; H.R. 7370, the ‘‘Geo-
thermal Energy Opportunity Act’’; H.R. 7375, to amend 

the Mineral Leasing Act to improve the assessment of ex-
pression of interest fees, and for other purposes; H.R. 
7377, the ‘‘Royalty Resiliency Act’’; H.R. 7409, the 
‘‘Harnessing Energy At Thermal Sources Act’’; and H.R. 
7422, the ‘‘Geothermal Cost-Recovery Authority Act of 
2024’’, 2 p.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Subcommittee on Indian and Insular Affairs, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Advancing Tribal Self-Determination: Exam-
ining Bureau of Indian Affairs’ 638 Contracting’’, 2:15 
p.m., 1334 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, hearing entitled 
‘‘Examining the White House’s Role in Pandemic Pre-
paredness and Response’’, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Subcommittee 
on Environment, hearing entitled ‘‘Winning in Weather: 
U.S. Competitiveness in Forecasting and Modeling’’, 10 
a.m., 2318 Rayburn. 

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Reducing Mismanagement: GAO Recommenda-
tions for Improving the SBA’’, 10 a.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Implementation of the Recommenda-
tions of the Accountability and Transparency Review and 
Efforts to Ease Coast Guard Manpower Shortages’’, 10 
a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Ways and Means, Full Committee, markup 
on H.R. 7513, the ‘‘Protecting America’s Seniors’ Access 
to Care Act’’; H.R. 5074, the ‘‘Kidney PATIENT Act of 
2023’’; H.R. 7512, the ‘‘Real-Time Benefit Tool Imple-
mentation Act’’; and the Views and Estimates Letter to 
the Committee on the Budget, 10 a.m., 1100 Longworth. 

Joint Meeting 
Joint Hearing: Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

to hold a joint hearing with the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs to examine the legislative presentation of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and mul-
tiple veterans service organizations: PVA, WWP, 
NASDVA, MRC, BSF, IAVA, BVA, SWAN, SVA, and 
AMVETS, 10 a.m., SD–G50. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD 

Week of March 6 through March 8, 2024 

Senate Chamber 
On Wednesday, Senate will continue consideration 

of the nomination of Ronald T. Keohane, of New 
York, to be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, post- 
cloture, and vote on confirmation thereon at 11:30 
a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Ronald 
T. Keohane, Senate will vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the nomination of Moshe Z. Marvit, 
of Pennsylvania, to be a Member of the Federal Mine 
Safety and Health Review Commission. If cloture is 
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invoked on the nomination, Senate will vote on con-
firmation thereon at 2:15 p.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Moshe 
Z. Marvit, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Cathy Ann Harris, of 
Maryland, to be Chairman of the Merit Systems Pro-
tection Board. If cloture is invoked on the nomina-
tion, Senate will vote on confirmation thereon at 
5:45 p.m. 

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any cleared legislative and executive business. 

Senate Committees 
(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Committee on Armed Services: March 7, to hold hearings 
to examine the posture of United States Central Com-
mand and United States Africa Command in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2025 
and the Future Years Defense Program; to be imme-
diately followed by a closed session in SVC–217, 10 a.m., 
SH–216. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: 
March 7, business meeting to consider the nomination of 
Ron Borzekowski, of Maryland, to be Director, Office of 
Financial Research, Department of the Treasury; to be 
immediately followed by a hearing to examine the Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report to the Congress, 9:40 
a.m., SD–538. 

Committee on the Budget: March 6, business meeting to 
consider S. 1274, to permanently exempt payments made 
from the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Account 
from sequestration under the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985; to be immediately 
followed by a hearing to examine how primary care im-
proves health care efficiency, 9:30 a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: March 
6, to hold hearings to examine the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board Investigations Report, 10 a.m., 
SR–253. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: March 6, to 
hold hearings to examine extended producer responsi-
bility policies for consumer packaging, 10 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: March 6, business meeting to con-
sider the nomination of Corey Anne Tellez, of Illinois, to 
be a Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury, Time to be 
announced, Room to be announced. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: March 6, to hold hear-
ings to examine global food security, 10 a.m., SD–419. 

March 7, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine 
the nominations of Margaret L. Taylor, of Maryland, to 
be Legal Adviser, Erik John Woodhouse, of Virginia, to 
be Head of the Office of Sanctions Coordination, with the 
rank of Ambassador, Robert William Forden, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
and B. Bix Aliu, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to Mon-
tenegro, all of the Department of State, 10:30 a.m., 
SD–419. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: 
March 7, to hold hearings to examine the Older Ameri-

cans Act, focusing on supporting efforts to meet the 
needs of seniors, 11 a.m., SD–430. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
March 6, business meeting to resume consideration of S. 
3664, to require executive branch employees to report 
certain royalties, S. 3626, to clarify task and delivery 
order solicitation and contract requirements, S. 3635, to 
improve the President’s Cup Cybersecurity Competitions, 
S. 3613, to require Facility Security Committees to re-
spond to security recommendations issued by the Federal 
Protective Service relating to facility security, S. 3558, to 
prohibit contracting with certain biotechnology providers, 
S. 1524, to ensure that whistleblowers, including contrac-
tors, are protected from retaliation when a Federal em-
ployee orders a reprisal, S. 3654, to amend the Presi-
dential Transition Act of 1963 to require the timely ap-
pointment of agency transition officials, to ensure ade-
quate performance and oversight of required transition-re-
lated preparation, to require new guidance for agencies 
and possible transition teams, S. 3648, to amend the 
Post-Katrina Management Reform Act of 2006 to repeal 
certain obsolete requirements, S. 3139, to ensure that 
Federal contractors comply with child labor laws, S. 
2367, to improve border security through regular assess-
ments and evaluations of the Checkpoint Program Man-
agement Office and effective training of U.S. Border Pa-
trol agents regarding drug seizures, S. 3594, to require 
Governmentwide source code sharing, S. 3015, to amend 
title 5, United States Code, to address telework for Fed-
eral employees, S. 2143, to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 320 South 2nd 
Avenue in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, as the ‘‘Staff Ser-
geant Robb Lura Rolfing Post Office Building’’, S. 2274, 
to designate the facility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 112 Wyoming Street in Shoshoni, Wyo-
ming, as the ‘‘Dessie A. Bebout Post Office’’, S. 2717, 
to designate the facility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 231 North Franklin Street in Greensburg, 
Indiana, as the ‘‘Brigadier General John T. Wilder Post 
Office’’, S. 3267, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 410 Dakota Avenue South 
in Huron, South Dakota, as the ‘‘First Lieutenant Thomas 
Michael Martin Post Office Building’’, S. 3357, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 5120 Derry Street in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
as the ‘‘Hettie Simmons Love Post Office Building’’, S. 
3419, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 1765 Camp Hill Bypass in Camp Hill, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘John Charles Traub Post Office’’, S. 
3639, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2075 West Stadium Boulevard in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, as the ‘‘Robert Hayden Post Office’’, S. 
3640, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 155 South Main Street in Mount 
Clemens, Michigan, as the ‘‘Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
Jefferson Post Office’’, H.R. 292, to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located at 24355 
Creekside Road in Santa Clarita, California, as the ‘‘Wil-
liam L. Reynolds Post Office Building’’, H.R. 996, to 
designate the facility of the United States Postal Service 
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located at 3901 MacArthur Blvd., in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, as the ‘‘Dr. Rudy Lombard Post Office’’, H.R. 
2379, to designate the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 616 East Main Street in St. Charles, Il-
linois, as the ‘‘Veterans of the Vietnam War Memorial 
Post Office’’, H.R. 3944, to designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 120 West Church 
Street in Mount Vernon, Georgia, as the ‘‘Second Lieuten-
ant Patrick Palmer Calhoun Post Office’’, and the nomi-
nations of Adrienne Jennings Noti, Tanya Monique Jones 
Bosier, Danny Lam Hoan Nguyen, Kenechukwu 
Onyemaechi Okocha, Katherine E. Oler, Judith E. Pipe, 
and Charles J. Willoughby, Jr., each to be an Associate 
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, 
9:30 a.m., SD–342. 

Committee on the Judiciary: March 6, to hold hearings to 
examine pending nominations, 10 a.m., SD–226. 

March 7, Full Committee, business meeting to consider 
S. 1306, to reauthorize the COPS ON THE BEAT grant 
program, and the nominations of Amir H. Ali, to be 
United States District Judge for the District of Columbia, 
Melissa R. DuBose, to be United States District Judge for 
the District of Rhode Island, Sunil R. Harjani, to be 
United States District Judge for the Northern District of 
Illinois, Robert J. White, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan, Jasmine 
Hyejung Yoon, to be United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Virginia, Almo J. Carter, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Commissioner of the United 
States Parole Commission, and Joshua S. Levy, to be 
United States Attorney for the District of Massachusetts, 
Rebecca C. Lutzko, to be United States Attorney for the 
Northern District of Ohio, David O. Barnett, Jr., to be 
United States Marshal for the District of New Mexico, 
and Roy W. Minter, Jr., to be United States Marshal for 
the Southern District of Georgia, all of the Department 
of Justice, 10 a.m., SD–106. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: March 6, to hold a joint 
hearing with the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
to examine the legislative presentation of Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States and multiple veterans 
service organizations: PVA, WWP, NASDVA, MRC, 
BSF, IAVA, BVA, SWAN, SVA, and AMVETS, 10 a.m., 
SD–G50. 

March 7, Full Committee, to hold a joint hearing with 
the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to examine the 
legislative presentation of Disabled American Veterans, 
10 a.m., SD–G50. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: March 6, to receive a 
closed briefing on certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., 
SH–219. 

House Committees 
Committee on Armed Services, March 7, Subcommittee on 

Military Personnel, hearing entitled ‘‘Department of De-
fense Monitoring of COVID–19’’, 2:30 p.m., 2118 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on the Budget, March 7, Full Committee, 
markup on legislation on the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget for Fiscal Year 2025, 10 a.m., 210 Cannon. 

Committee on Education and Workforce, March 7, Sub-
committee on Higher Education and Workforce Develop-
ment, hearing entitled ‘‘Divisive, Excessive, Ineffective: 
The Real Impact of DEI on College Campuses’’, 10:15 
a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, March 7, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Legislation to Protect Americans 
from the National Security Threats Posed by Foreign Ad-
versary Controlled Applications’’, 10 a.m., 2322 Rayburn. 
Part of this hearing is closed. 

March 7, Full Committee, markup on H.R. 7521, the 
‘‘Prohibition of Foreign Adversary Controlled Applica-
tions Act’’; H.R. 7520, the ‘‘Protecting Americans’ Data 
from Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024’’, 2 p.m., 2123 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, March 7, Subcommittee 
on Financial Institutions and Monetary Policy, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Politicized Financial Regulation and its Impact 
on Consumer Credit and Community Development’’, 10 
a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, March 7, Full Committee, 
markup on legislation on recommending that the House 
of Representatives find Antony Blinken, Secretary, U.S. 
Department of State, in contempt of Congress for refusal 
to comply with a subpoena duly issued by the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, 10 a.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

March 7, Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, hear-
ing entitled ‘‘The Agents of Antisemitism in Latin Amer-
ica’’, 2 p.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Committee on Homeland Security, March 7, Subcommittee 
on Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement, and Intelligence, 
markup on H.R. 7443, to authorize a dedicated 
transnational repression office within the Department of 
Homeland Security’s Homeland Security Investigations to 
analyze and monitor transnational repression and related 
terrorism threats and require Homeland Security Inves-
tigations to take actions to prevent transnational repres-
sion; H.R. 7433, to amend the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to establish a transnational repression hotline and 
conduct a transnational repression public service an-
nouncement campaign, and for other purposes; H.R. 
7439, to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
require the Secretary of Homeland Security to prioritize 
strengthening of State and local law enforcement capabili-
ties to combat transnational repression and related ter-
rorism threats, and for other purposes, 3 p.m., 310 Can-
non. 

Committee on the Judiciary, March 7, Select Sub-
committee on the Weaponization of the Federal Govern-
ment, hearing entitled ‘‘Hearing on the Weaponization of 
the Federal Government’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

March 7, Subcommittee on Immigration, Integrity, Se-
curity, and Enforcement, hearing entitled ‘‘Presidential 
Power to Secure the Border’’, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, March 7, Subcommittee 
on Federal Lands, hearing on H.R. 1584, the ‘‘Plum Is-
land National Monument Act’’; H.R. 1647, the ‘‘Salem 
Maritime National Historical Park Redesignation and 
Boundary Study Act’’; H.R. 3047, the ‘‘Apache County 
and Navajo County Conveyance Act of 2023’’; H.R. 
3173, the ‘‘Northern Nevada Economic Development and 
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Conservation Act of 2023’’; H.R. 6852, the ‘‘Holcombe 
Rucker Park Landmark Act’’; and H.R. 7332, the ‘‘Utah 
State Parks Adjustment Act’’, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

March 7, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, hearing entitled ‘‘Monetizing Nature and Locking 
up Public Land: The Implications of Biden’s Strategy for 
Natural Capital Accounting’’, 10:15 a.m., 1334 Long-
worth. 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, March 7, Full 
Committee, markup on H.R. 4552, the ‘‘Federal Informa-
tion Security Modernization Act of 2023’’; legislation on 
the Governmentwide Executive Councils Reform Act; 
legislation on the GSA Technology Accountability Act; 
legislation on the Federal AI Governance and Trans-
parency Act; legislation on the Comment Integrity and 
Management Act of 2024; legislation on the Modernizing 
Retrospective Regulatory Review Act; legislation on the 
Special District Grant Accessibility Act; legislation on 
the D.C. Criminal Reform to Immediately Make Every-
one Safer Act; legislation on the D.C. Consumer Vehicle 
Choice Protection Act; legislation on the Mail Traffic 
Deaths Reporting Act; H.R. 5301, the ‘‘Eliminate Use-
less Reports Act of 2023’’; and postal naming measures, 
10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Ways and Means, March 7, Subcommittee 
on Tax, hearing entitled ‘‘OECD Pillar 1: Ensuring the 
Biden Administration Puts Americans First’’, 2 p.m., 
1100 Longworth. 

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the 
United States and the Chinese Communist Party, March 7, 
Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Growing Stakes: The 
Bioeconomy and American National Security’’, 9 a.m., 
HVC–210. 

Joint Meeting 
Joint Hearing: March 6, Senate Committee on Veterans’ 

Affairs, to hold a joint hearing with the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs to examine the legislative 
presentation of Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States and multiple veterans service organizations: PVA, 
WWP, NASDVA, MRC, BSF, IAVA, BVA, SWAN, 
SVA, and AMVETS, 10 a.m., SD–G50. 

March 7, Full Committee, to hold a joint hearing with 
the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to examine the 
legislative presentation of Disabled American Veterans, 
10 a.m., SD–G50. 
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* These figures include all measures reported, even if there was no accom-
panying report. A total of 9 written reports have been filed in the Senate, 
65 reports have been filed in the House. 

Résumé of Congressional Activity 
SECOND SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 

The first table gives a comprehensive résumé of all legislative business transacted by the Senate and House. 
The second table accounts for all nominations submitted to the Senate by the President for Senate confirmation. 

DATA ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 

January 3 through February 29, 2024 

Senate House Total 
Days in session .................................... 34 28 . . 
Time in session ................................... 183 hrs, 57′ 94 hrs, 29′ . . 
Congressional Record: 

Pages of proceedings ................... 1,091 775 . . 
Extensions of Remarks ................ . . 200 . . 

Public bills enacted into law ............... 3 2 5 
Private bills enacted into law .............. . . . . . . 
Bills in conference ............................... . . . . . . 
Measures passed, total ......................... 51 79 130 

Senate bills .................................. 10 3 . . 
House bills .................................. 4 55 . . 
Senate joint resolutions ............... . . 1 . . 
House joint resolutions ............... . . 1 . . 
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 3 1 . . 
House concurrent resolutions ...... . . 3 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 34 15 . . 

Measures reported, total ...................... *32 63 95 
Senate bills .................................. 28 . . . . 
House bills .................................. 4 55 . . 
Senate joint resolutions ............... . . . . . . 
House joint resolutions ............... . . 1 . . 
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... . . . . . . 
House concurrent resolutions ...... . . . . . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... . . 7 . . 

Special reports ..................................... . . 2 . . 
Conference reports ............................... . . . . . . 
Measures pending on calendar ............. 263 30 . . 
Measures introduced, total .................. 369 721 1,090 

Bills ............................................. 302 599 . . 
Joint resolutions .......................... 9 9 . . 
Concurrent resolutions ................ 5 11 . . 
Simple resolutions ....................... 53 102 . . 

Quorum calls ....................................... 2 1 . . 
Yea-and-nay votes ............................... 67 50 . . 
Recorded votes .................................... . . 8 . . 
Bills vetoed ......................................... 1 . . . . 
Vetoes overridden ................................ . . . . . . 

DISPOSITION OF EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

January 3 through February 29, 2024 

Civilian nominees, totaling 239 (including 95 nominees carried over 
from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 30 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 207 
Withdrawn .................................................................................... 2 

Other Civilian nominees, totaling 955 (including 745 nominees car-
ried over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 135 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 820 

Air Force nominees, totaling 782 (including 111 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 763 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 19 

Army nominees, totaling 2,099 (including 1,906 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 140 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 1,959 

Navy nominees, totaling 96 (including 7 nominees carried over from 
the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 31 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 65 

Marine Corps nominees, totaling 139 (including 6 nominees carried 
over from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 92 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 47 

Space Force nominees, totaling 8 (including 2 nominees carried over 
from the First Session), disposed of as follows: 

Confirmed ...................................................................................... 6 
Unconfirmed .................................................................................. 2 

Summary 

Total nominees carried over from the First Session ............................... 2,872 
Total nominees received this Session ..................................................... 1,446 
Total confirmed ..................................................................................... 1,197 
Total unconfirmed ................................................................................. 3,119 
Total withdrawn .................................................................................... 2 
Total returned to the White House ...................................................... 0 
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D206 March 5, 2024 

Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Wednesday, March 6 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Ronald T. Keohane, of New 
York, to be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, post-clo-
ture, and vote on confirmation thereon at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Ronald T. 
Keohane, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the nomination of Moshe Z. Marvit, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be a Member of the Federal Mine Safety and 
Health Review Commission. If cloture is invoked on the 
nomination, Senate will vote on confirmation thereon at 
2:15 p.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Moshe Z. 
Marvit, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination of Cathy Ann Harris, of Maryland, to 
be Chairman of the Merit Systems Protection Board. If 
cloture is invoked on the nomination, Senate will vote on 
confirmation thereon at 5:45 p.m. 

(Senate will recess following the vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Moshe Z. Marvit until 2:15 p.m. 
for their respective party conferences.) 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Wednesday, March 6 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Consideration of H.R. 
2799—Expanding Access to Capital Act (Subject to a 
Rule). 

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue 
HOUSE 

Bergman, Jack, Mich., E205, E212 
Castor, Kathy, Fla., E205, E206, E207, E208, E209, E210, 

E211, E213 
Correa, J. Luis, Calif., E214 
Garamendi, John, Calif., E213 
Gomez, Jimmy, Calif., E209 
Graves, Sam, Mo., E210 
Kelly, Trent, Miss., E208 

Moore, Blake D., Utah, E207 
Mrvan, Frank J., Ind., E206 
Norcross, Donald, N.J., E215 
Norton, Eleanor Holmes, The District of Columbia, 

E211, E215 
Peltola, Mary Sattler, Alaska., E206 
Phillips, Dean, Minn., E211 
Quigley, Mike, Ill., E209 
Ryan, Patrick, N.Y., E214 
Schneider, Bradley Scott, Ill., E207 

Sewell, Terri A., Ala., E205 
Stanton, Greg, Ariz., E215 
Swalwell, Eric, Calif., E210 
Thompson, Bennie G., Miss., E205, E206, E207, E209, 

E210, E213, E215 
Wasserman Schultz, Debbie, Fla., E212 
Westerman, Bruce, Ark., E212 
Wilson, Joe, S.C., E214 
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