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As Texans, we are all forever grateful to Ms. 

Barrera for her vision of shared prosperity, her 
decades-long service to creating economic 
mobility, and her unwavering dedication to our 
community. As the Congressman for the 35th 
District of Texas, I am proud to congratulate 
Ms. Barrera and LiftFund on 30 years of serv-
ice in Texas, and beyond. 

f 

HONORING DOUGLAS G. LEE FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO WAYNESBURG 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Douglas G. Lee on his excep-
tional decade of service as President of 
Waynesburg University. He assumed the of-
fice on July 1, 2013. 

President Lee devoted the past decade to 
improving the educational experience for stu-
dents and serving the Waynesburg, Pennsyl-
vania community. He managed a $32 million 
revitalization of the Paul R. Stewart Science 
Hall and successfully implemented a health 
and safety plan that allowed students to re-
main on campus throughout the COVID–19 
pandemic. His efforts ensured continued aca-
demic excellence and a safe environment for 
the university’s thriving student population. 

A Waynesburg University alumnus himself, 
President Lee graduated from the university in 
1981 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
business. His loyalty to the institution deepens 
his connection to the school’s faith, academic 
mission, and focus on the community. Presi-
dent Lee continues to serve the university and 
Pennsylvania’s academic community as sec-
retary and treasurer of the Association of Inde-
pendent Colleges & Universities of Pennsyl-
vania. He also serves on the NCAA Division III 
Board of Governors to help student athletes 
grow their academic and athletic character. 

The Greene County Chamber of Commerce 
awarded President Lee the Distinguished 
Service Award to recognize his contributions 
to the university and community. President 
Lee lives out his faith as an elder at his 
church, a board member of several local char-
ities, and a loving husband and father. 

Mr. Speaker, President Lee leads a life of 
integrity and service He inspires all members 
of the Waynesburg University community to 
pursue a life of leadership and purpose. On 
behalf of the people of Pennsylvania’s 14th 
Congressional District, I congratulate Presi-
dent Douglas G. Lee on this remarkable anni-
versary and look forward to Waynesburg Uni-
versity’s continued success under his leader-
ship. 

f 

HONONNG DR. RONALD VAUGHN 
AND HIS EXCEPTIONAL CAREER 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to honor the career and service of Dr. 
Ronald Vaughn, president of the University of 

Tampa. Throughout his 28 years of leadership 
with the University of Tampa, Dr. Vaughn has 
lifted students, faculty, the university, and the 
Tampa Bay community. He spearheaded a re-
markable turnaround for the university and 
leaves UT ranked among the best medium- 
sized private universities in America. 

Dr. Vaughn’s remarkable career, his lifelong 
commitment to education, and exceptional 
stewardship of the University of Tampa have 
propelled the school into being an academic 
powerhouse. During his tenure as president, 
the school’s academic offerings and footprint 
grew into the dynamic, community-connected 
institution that we are proud of today. Dr. 
Vaughn embraced the history of the historic 
Tampa Bay Hotel, Plant Hall and the iconic 
minarets and infused the university with life 
and amenities for students including an ex-
panded campus with 71 construction projects 
completed or underway and investments worth 
a total of $950 million. 

The University of Tampa now hosts stu-
dents from all 50 states and from almost all 
195 countries. Dr. Vaughn’s leadership has 
been fundamental to achieving academic ex-
cellence with a unique entrepreneurial spirit. 

Dr. Vaughn’s academic journey is a model 
for my others—a B.A and an MBA from Indi-
ana State University, and a Doctor of Philos-
ophy degree from the University of Georgia. 
Dr. Vaughn’s comprehensive career as a busi-
ness owner of a multi-office marketing re-
search and consulting company provided him 
with the skills to lead the university into the 
established institution we know today. 

His journey with the University of Tampa 
started in August 1984 as the Coordinator of 
the Marketing Department and holder of the 
Max H. Hollingsworth Endowed Chair of Amer-
ican Enterprise. Dr. Vaughn subsequently 
served as Director of the MBA Program, Dean 
of the College of Business and Graduate 
Studies and Co-Chief Academic Officer. In 
January of 1995 he became the president of 
the university. 

Dr. Vaughn and UT hosted President 
Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden 
in 2010 for a major economic policy an-
nouncement and a visit with students—the first 
time in UT’s history that a sitting President 
made an official visit to the UT campus, and 
a rare joint appearance. President Joe Biden 
also visited the campus in 2023, the day after 
his State of the Union address, with many stu-
dents watching from the pool deck and one 
noting ‘‘pretty cool vibes.’’ As Vice President, 
Joe Biden also made a major international af-
fairs speech in the Fletcher Lounge to Bay 
area business leaders in 2016. 

Beyond his work as president of the univer-
sity, Dr. Vaughn and his wife, Renée Vaughn, 
have been active members of the community. 
He has served on numerous boards and lead-
ership positions, including the Straz Center for 
the Performing Arts, the Gulf Ridge Council of 
the Boy Scouts, the Greater Tampa Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Florida Aquarium. 

Dr. Vaughn has received numerous honors 
in recognition of his lifelong commitment to 
education and his exceptional stewardship of 
the University of Tampa. Among the countless 
awards that have been bestowed upon him 
nationally as well as locally are the 
Hillsborough County Administrative Volunteer 
of the Year for Tampa Bay’s Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and the prestigious na-
tional recognition by the Ellis Island Honors 

Society in 2004. Furthermore, the multi-pur-
pose Vaughn Center facility is named in his 
honor, and it serves as the hub of student life 
and activity on the University of Tampa cam-
pus. 

As we congratulate Dr. Vaughn for his re-
markable career, we also express our grati-
tude for his continued commitment to uplifting 
the youth and laying the groundwork for a bet-
ter tomorrow. Dr. Vaughn is the definition of a 
true public servant. On behalf of my neighbors 
across the Tampa Bay area, the great State of 
Florida, and our Nation, I thank Dr. Vaughn for 
his years of dedicated service and tireless 
commitment to making the University of 
Tampa the dynamic and growing university it 
is today. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing our gratitude sending best wish-
es to Dr. Vaughn and his family in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

COMMEMORATING JAMES 
SOLOMON RUSSELL DAY 

HON. JENNIFER L. McCLELLAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Ms. McCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, the Virginia 
General Assembly proclaimed March 28th as 
James Solomon Russell Day. Today, I use to 
honor his legacy and incredible contributions 
to our Commonwealth. 

Born enslaved in 1857, James Solomon 
Russell’s life journey exemplifies resilience 
and determination. After receiving his teaching 
license in Warren County, North Carolina, and 
beginning to teach in the area, he attended 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in 
1874. However, due to financial difficulties, he 
was unable to complete his studies and re-
turned to teach in Warren County. 

Thereafter, he became interested in the 
Episcopal Church and was the fist student at 
Saint Stephen’s Normal and Industrial School 
(later Bishop Payne Divinity School) in Peters-
burg, VA. He dedicated himself to uplifting his 
community and worked among Zion Union 
members in Brunswick County. His tireless ef-
forts included the establishment of schools, 
senior housing, and the founding of Saint 
Paul’s College in 1888. Through his leader-
ship, thousands of African American youth 
were empowered to pursue education, becom-
ing beacons of progress across the Common-
wealth. 

Despite closing its doors in 2013, James 
Solomon Russell’s indelible mark at Saint 
Paul’s College is kept alive at the James Sol-
omon Russell—Saint Paul’s College Museum 
and Archives in Lawrenceville, Virginia. I com-
mend the James Solomon Russell Commemo-
ration Committee and the Saint Paul’s College 
Museum Committee for spearheading the 
community effort to open the museum to the 
public in 2019. 

Moreover, I extend my deepest appreciation 
to the Smithsonian Institution’s National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture 
Robert F. Smith Center for the Digitization and 
Curation of African American History. Their 
collaboration with the James Solomon Rus-
sell—Saint Paul’s College Museum and Ar-
chives is invaluable. The Center’s expertise in 
archiving and digitizing historical records en-
sures that Russell’s story, along with the rich 
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history of Saint Paul’s College, remains acces-
sible to future generations. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN NESTANDE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to my good friend and 
former California State Assemblyman Brian 
Nestande, who passed away at his home in 
Palm Desert earlier this month. Brian was a 
dedicated leader in the Coachella Valley who 
has left us far too soon, and he will be deeply 
missed. 

Born in Orange County, California, on Janu-
ary 10, 1964, Brian was exposed to the world 
of public service and politics at an early age. 
Brian’s father, Bruce, was a staff member for 
then-California Governor Ronald Reagan and 
later an elected member of the State Assem-
bly and Orange County Board of Supervisors. 
After graduating from California State Univer-
sity, Fullerton in 1991, Brian started his own 
political career by taking a position as the 
Deputy Campaign Manager for the successful 
congressional campaign of Michael Buffington 
in Santa Barbara County. A few years later, 
Brian managed then-Palm Springs Mayor 
Sonny Bono’s congressional campaign, which 
was also successful. He went on to serve as 
Sonny’s Chief of Staff. In 1998, it was Brian 
who made the unforgettable phone call to me 
to share the shocking and tragic news of Son-
ny’s death. 

After Sonny’s passing, Brian went on to 
serve as Chief of Staff to Congresswoman 
Mary Bono from 1998 until 2000. He launched 
a government affairs consulting business 
named Nestande and Associates, and worked 
collaboratively with clients on alternative en-
ergy and healthcare issues. In 2008, Brian’s 
own name was on the ballot for the first time 
and he was elected to the California State As-
sembly, where he would serve until 2014. In 
Sacramento, Brian was a tireless advocate for 
the Coachella Valley and Riverside County, 
working on important local issues like the 
Salton Sea and improving our infrastructure. 
After his time in the Assembly, Brian joined 
the County of Riverside where he served as 
Deputy CEO, coordinating legislative priorities 
with state and federal representatives in the 
region. 

Brian is survived by his wife Gina; his son 
Hayden; his daughter Sophia; and his step-
children Sadie, Tad, Mason, Molly and 
Savana. I extend my personal and heartfelt 
condolences to the Nestande family, his 
friends, and everyone fortunate enough to 
know Brian. Although he may be gone, the 
many contributions he made to his community 
and family have left an enduring legacy. 

f 

HONORING ERVAD ZARIR F. 
BHANDARA 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Zarir F. Bhandara, a resident of Irvine 

and Ervad of the Zoroastrian Temple in the 
City of Orange, for his dedication to inspiring 
his community with his spiritual leadership. 

Ervad Bhandara has dedicated his life to 
promoting the message of the Zoroastrian 
founding prophet, Zarathustra, through pray-
ers, religious classes, and pastoral services. 
As a leader of the Zoroastrian community, 
Ervad Bhandara provides his communities in 
Orange and Irvine with support, guidance, 
mentorship, and motivation. 

During COVID–19, Ervad Bhandara served 
his community by visiting hospitals and pro-
viding food, counseling, and financial assist-
ance to those in need. As a way to keep his 
community connected during trying times, 
Ervad Bhandara live-streamed prayers with 
messages of Peace, Unity, Harmony, and 
Hope, reaching hundreds of people quaran-
tining at home. Since 2020, Ervad Bhandara 
has donated his platelets and plasma over 
545 times, helping save over 1,635 American 
lives. He leads by example to spread the mes-
sages of service and sacrifice for our great 
country. 

Please join in recognizing Ervad Bhandara’s 
unparalleled selflessness and humanitarian 
services to his community. His compassion 
has helped make a positive difference in the 
lives of countless people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JULIE 
SHAMBARGER’S CONTRIBUTIONS 
RESTORING THE TIMES THE-
ATER IN ROCHESTER, INDIANA 

HON. RUDY YAKYM III 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Julie Shambarger for the incredible work 
she has done to revitalize downtown Roch-
ester, Indiana, by spearheading the effort to 
refurbish and reopen The Times Theater in 
Rochester. 

As is the case with so many venues on 
Main Streets across America, The Times The-
ater was an iconic symbol of Main Street 
Rochester before closing its doors in 2014. 

Rather than accept The Times Theater’s ap-
parent fate as a project of the past, Julie 
Shambarger poured her heart and soul into 
the mission of ensuring this cherished commu-
nity fixture would be open for business and 
welcome visitors once again. 

Guided by her belief that The Times Theater 
could be restored as the vibrant heart of the 
Rochester community, Julie marshalled the ef-
fort to acquire the grants and donations need-
ed to renovate The Times Theater so its re-
opening could be not only a possibility, but a 
reality. 

Today, The Times Theater is host to not 
only movies but also live music and commu-
nity events, and it has welcomed over 9,000 
guests since reopening last February. It has 
elevated the cultural landscape of Rochester 
and been a beacon of artistic innovation and 
creative expression. 

At a time when many of America’s social 
and civic ties are fraying, places like The 
Times Theater—places the community can 
take pride in and congregate at—are all the 
more important. 

I and so many other Hoosiers are im-
mensely grateful to Julie Shambarger for the 

dedicated and diligent work she has done to 
bring more energy and life back to downtown 
Rochester and all of Fulton County. 

I look forward to visiting The Times Theater 
again soon and seeing how Julie 
Shambarger’s efforts will continue to pay divi-
dends in the years ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER ANDREW 
STURROCK, PH.D. ON HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Peter Andrew Sturrock, Ph.D., who 
celebrates the centennial of his birth on March 
20, 2024. 

Dr. Sturrock grew up in Essex, England and 
studied at Palmers School, Grays, Essex, 
where his favorite subject was mathematics. 
He studied mathematics at Cambridge Univer-
sity, then helped develop radar systems at 
what is now the Royal Radar Establishment. 
He earned a scholarship to St. John’s College 
where he was elected to a fellowship. 

Dr. Sturrock then pursued work in electron 
physics at the Cavendish Laboratory, Cam-
bridge, the National Bureau of Standards, and 
the Ecole Normale Supérieure at the Univer-
sity of Paris. 

In 1951, Dr. Sturrock earned his Ph.D in as-
trophysics. He researched nuclear physics at 
the Atomic Energy Research Establishment; 
plasma physics at St. John’s College, Cam-
bridge; microwave tubes at Stanford Univer-
sity; and accelerator physics at the European 
Organization for Nuclear Research. He in-
vented a number of implements, including a 
novel microwave tube later dubbed the ‘‘Free 
electron laser.’’ 

In 1961, Dr. Sturrock was appointed Pro-
fessor of Applied Physics at Stanford Univer-
sity, where he lived for nearly 40 years with 
his wife Marilyn. He is Emeritus Professor of 
Applied Physics at Stanford and Emeritus Di-
rector of the Center for Space Science and 
Astrophysics. In 1990, he was awarded the 
Arctowski Medal from the National Academy 
of Sciences. Dr. Sturrock founded and then 
served as president for many years at the So-
ciety for Scientific Exploration. He also served 
as Chairman of the Plasma Physics Division 
and the Solar Physics Division of the Amer-
ican Astronomical Society. 

In 2009, Dr. Sturrock published his auto-
biography, A Tale of Two Sciences: Memoirs 
of a Dissident Scientist, which covered both 
his research in conventional physics and his 
less mainstream investigations. 

In 2013, he published AKA Shakespeare: A 
Scientific Approach to the Authorship Ques-
tion. In this book, he lays out a method for 
weighing evidence which he developed for 
studying pulsars. Dr. Sturrock then invites the 
reader to apply the method to tabulate their 
own ‘‘degree of belief’’ in three different can-
didates for authorship of the works usually at-
tributed to Shakespeare. 

He was elected a Legacy Fellow of the 
American Astronomical Society in 2020 and 
has a deep interest in unidentified flying ob-
jects. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring Peter 
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