September 24, 2024

Todd Shelton, Executive Director, Hazing
Prevention Network.

Dani Weatherford, CEO, National Pan-
hellenic Conference.

Judson Horras, CEO, North American
Interfraternity Conference.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I also include in the RECORD letters of
support from the Clery Center on be-
half of Connie Clery and the Clery fam-
ily, and from Safe Campuses, LLC, to
support changing the name of the
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Se-
curity Policy and Campus Crime Sta-
tistics Act to the Jeanne Clery Campus
Safety Act.

CLERY CENTER,
Fort Washington, PA, August 27, 2024.

DEAR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: On behalf of
Clery Center, Connie Clery, and the Clery
family, I am writing to express our strong
support for renaming the ‘‘Jeanne Clery Dis-
closure of Campus Security Policy and Cam-
pus Crime Statistics Act” to the ‘‘Jeanne
Clery Campus Safety Act.” We believe this
revised name more accurately reflects the
broad scope and intent of the legislation, and
we urge Congress to support this change.

Since its enactment, the Clery Act has
served as a cornerstone in the effort to im-
prove campus safety across the United
States. As a consumer protection law, it pro-
vides the transparency and accountability
that families and students deserve. The law’s
requirements, which include the disclosure
of campus crime statistics, the implementa-
tion of safety policies, and the provision of
timely warnings, have significantly contrib-
uted to the safety and well-being of students,
faculty, and staff on college campuses.

Over the years, the Clery Act’s role has ex-
panded beyond the mere disclosure of statis-
tics and encompasses a comprehensive ap-
proach to preventing and responding to
crime on campus. The term ‘“‘Campus Safe-
ty”’ encapsulates this broader mission and
better communicates the law’s purpose to all
stakeholders, including students, parents,
campus administrators, and law enforce-
ment. We also believe the name change will
foster greater collaboration and encourage
more robust administrative support on cam-
puses.

Most importantly, this change would con-
tinue to honor Jeanne Clery’s legacy in a
meaningful way. The tragedy that befell
Jeanne inspired a movement that has un-
doubtedly saved countless lives, and this up-
dated title would reflect the ongoing impact
of her legacy on campus communities na-
tionwide.

We respectfully request that you consider
supporting this change. Thank you for your
continued dedication to improving campus
safety and for your attention to this impor-
tant matter.

Sincerely,
JESSICA A. MERTZ,
Executive Director.
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SAFE CAMPUSES LLC,
Re Jeanne Clery Campus Safety Act.
Thomason, GA, March 18, 2024.

Hon. BERNIE SANDERS,

Chairman, Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions, Washington, DC.

Hon. BILL CASSIDY, M.D.,

Ranking Member, Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions, Washington,
DC.

Hon. VIRGINIA FOXX,

Chairwoman, Committee on Education and the
Workforce, Washington, DC.

Hon. ROBERT C. SCOTT,

Ranking Member, Committee on Education and
the Workforce, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SANDERS, CHAIRWOMAN
FOXX, RANKING MEMBER CASSIDY, AND RANK-
ING MEMBER SCOTT: As a social entrepreneur-
ship we work with colleges and universities
to create safer campuses and believe that
modernizing the full name of the Jeanne
Clery Act, the primary federal law on this
subject, has the potential to help it better
achieve its intended goals. Updating the
name to be the ‘“‘Jeanne Clery Campus Safe-
ty Act” will place the focus, as it should be,
on our shared goal of safer campuses rather
than outdated bureaucratic references.

The current legal name the ‘‘Jeanne Clery
Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics Act’, set by Sec-
tion 485(f)(18) of the Higher Education Act,
can be an impediment by placing the focus
on ‘‘security’” rather than safety and on
crime statistics alone. Congress has very
thoughtfully expanded the law to encompass
a range of multidisciplinary safety issues
and disclosures like emergency notifications
that this name no longer accurately reflects.

We would ask that you please consider
amending the name of this landmark legisla-
tion to be the ‘‘Jeanne Clery Campus Safety
Act” as part of any higher education related
measure that your committees may advance.
This will continue to memorialize the living
legacy of Jeanne Clery and help better focus
efforts in a way that will improve campus
safety. Thank you in advance for your con-
sideration.

Sincerely,
S. DANIEL CARTER,
President.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
the Stop Campus Hazing Act addresses
hazing as a campus safety issue, and
updating the name is better reflective
of that focus.

Mr. Speaker, we have an obligation
to ensure that every student has access
to a safe learning environment.

Today, with this legislation, we en-
sure that students and parents will bet-
ter understand the culture and dangers
of hazing on college campuses. As a re-
sult, I believe that H.R. 5646 is an im-
portant step forward to protect the
health, safety, and future of our stu-
dents.

Again, 1 thank Representatives
McBATH and DUNCAN for their leader-
ship on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, for far too long, the cul-
ture of hazing has permeated college
campuses, impacting all types of stu-
dent organizations. While some anti-
hazing policies and laws are in place,
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more can be done to ensure all tools
are appropriately used to deter this
very dangerous culture.

That is where H.R. 5646, the Stop
Campus Hazing Act, comes in. It will
improve reporting and prevention on
college campuses. Simply put, it means
ensuring students are safe.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s au-
thors, Representative LUCY MCBATH
and Representative JEFF DUNCAN.

Students and their parents have ad-
vocated for this legislation. We have
some of the families with us here
today, and I would like to thank the
families of Timothy Piazza, Max
Gruver, Marquise Braham, Harrison
Kowiak, Dalton Debrick, Collin Wiant,
Justin King, George Desdunes, Gary
DeVercelly, Jr., Sam Martinez, Gordie
Bailey, Robert Champion, and Antonio
Tsialis.

I also thank the Clery Center,
StopHazing Coalition, Anti-Hazing Co-
alition, National Panhellenic Con-
ference, North American Interfrater-
nity Conference, National Pan-Hellenic
Council, SAFE Campuses, LLC, and
dozens of other groups in support of
H.R. 5646 that have recognized this ter-
rible issue and worked tirelessly with
Congress to draft this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, today is an important
day for student safety. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 5646, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORAN). The Chair will remind all per-
sons in the gallery that they are here
as guests of the House and that any
manifestation of approval or dis-
approval of proceedings is in violation
of the rules of the House.

———————

BOLSTERING ECOSYSTEMS
AGAINST COASTAL HARM ACT

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5490) to amend the Coastal
Barrier Resources Act to expand the
John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5490

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bolstering
Ecosystems Against Coastal Harm Act” or
the “BEACH Act’.
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