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WEATHER ALERT RESPONSE AND NOTIFICATION ACT

DECEMBER 5, 2024.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, from the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 2892]

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office]

The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, to whom
was referred the bill (H.R. 2892) to direct the Comptroller General
of the United States to conduct a study on the effectiveness of local
alerting systems, and for other purposes, having considered the
same, reports favorably thereon with amendments and rec-
ommends that the bill as amended do pass.
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The amendments are as follows:
Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the following:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Weather Alert Response and Notification Act” or
the “WARN Act”.
SEC. 2. EFFECTIVENESS OF LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL ALERTING SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of the United States shall conduct a
study on the effectiveness of local, State, and Federal emergency alerting systems
in disseminating timely and relevant information during weather-related emer-
gencies to help communities develop better policies and procedures for emergency
response and enhance public safety in the event of a weather-related emergency.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study under subsection (a), the Comptroller
General shall—

(1) evaluate the efficacy of various alert mediums, including platforms such
as social media, to disseminate emergency alerts, including travel bans and
mass power outages, during extreme weather events;

(2) assess the extent that guidance and training exists for developing alert
content, such as ensuring alerts are clear, relevant, and provide the public with
actionable information; and

(3) determine whether improvements could be made to public alerting based
on input from a selected sample of emergency managers, local officials, and
community groups.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall submit to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure and the Committee on Homeland Security of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate a report on the study conducted under subsection (a).

Amend the title so as to read:

A Dbill to direct the Comptroller General of the United States to
conduct a study on the effectiveness of emergency alerting systems,
and for other purposes.

PURPOSE OF LEGISLATION

The purpose of H.R. 2892, as amended, is to direct the Comp-
troller General of the United States to conduct a study on the effec-
tiveness of local alerting systems, and for other purposes.

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION

H.R. 2892, as amended, directs the Comptroller General of the
United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct
a study on the effectiveness of local, state, and Federal emergency
alerting systems in disseminating timely and relevant information
during weather-related emergencies. H.R. 2892, specifically directs
GAO to evaluate the efficacy of existing alert systems, examine
current training and guidance, and conduct outreach to emergency
managers, local officials, and community groups.

HEARINGS

For the purposes of rule XIII, clause 3(c)(6)(A) of the 118th Con-
gress, the following hearing was used to develop or consider H.R.
2892, as amended:

On September 19, 2023, the Subcommittee on Economic Develop-
ment, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure held a hearing enti-
tled, “FEMA: The Current State of Disaster Readiness, Response,
and Recovery.”!l The Subcommittee received testimony from the
Honorable Deanne Criswell, Administrator, FEMA.

1FEMA: The Current State of Disaster Readiness, Response, and Recovery: Hearing Before the
H. Comm. On Transp. And Infrastructure, 118th Cong. (Sept. 19, 2023).
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY AND CONSIDERATION

H.R. 2892 was introduced in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives on April 26, 2023, by Mr. Langworthy of New York
and referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. Within the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure,
H.R. 2892 was referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Develop-
ment, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management. The Sub-
committee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emer-
gency Management was discharged from further consideration of
H.R. 2892 on September 18, 2024.

The Committee considered H.R. 2892 on September 18, 2024,
and ordered the measure to be reported to the House with a favor-
able recommendation, with amendment, by voice vote.

The following amendments were offered: An Amendment in the
Nature of a Substitute to H.R. 2892 offered by Mr. Graves of Mis-
souri, was AGREED TO by voice vote.

COMMITTEE VOTES

Clause 3(b) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives requires each committee report to include the total number of
votes cast for and against on each record vote on a motion to report
and on any amendment offered to the measure or matter, and the
names of those members voting for and against.

No record votes were requested during consideration of H.R.

2892, as amended.
COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

With respect to the requirements of clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives, the Committee’s over-
sight findings and recommendations are reflected in this report.

NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES

Clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives does not apply where a cost estimate and comparison pre-
pared by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under sec-
tion 402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 has been timely
submitted prior to the filing of the report and is included in the re-
port. Such a cost estimate is included in this report.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

With respect to the requirement of clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives and section 402 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Committee has received the
enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 2892, as amended, from the Direc-
tor of the Congressional Budget Office:

The Congressional Budget Act of 1974 requires the Congressional
Budget Office, to the extent practicable, to prepare estimates of the
budgetary effects of legislation ordered reported by Congressional
authorizing committees. In order to provide the Congress with as
much information as possible, the attached table summarizes infor-
mation about the estimated direct spending and revenue effects of
some of the legislation that has been ordered reported by the
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure during the
118th Congress. The legislation listed in this table generally would
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have small effects, if any, on direct spending or revenues, CBO es-
timates. Where possible, the table also provides information about
the legislation’s estimated effects on spending subject to appropria-
tion and on intergovernmental and private-sector mandates as de-
fined in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act.
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PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

With respect to the requirement of clause 3(c)(4) of rule XIII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives, the performance goal
and objective of this legislation is to study the effectiveness of local,
state, and Federal emergency alerting systems.

DUPLICATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(5) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee finds that no provision of H.R.
2892, as amended, establishes or reauthorizes a program of the
Federal government known to be duplicative of another Federal
program, a program that was included in any report from the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office to Congress pursuant to section 21
of Public Law 111-139, or a program related to a program identi-
fied in the most recent Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance.

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIMITED TAX BENEFITS,
AND LIMITED TARIFF BENEFITS

In compliance with clause 9 of rule XXI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, this bill, as reported, contains no congressional
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined
in clause 9(e), 9(f), or 9(g) of the rule XXI.

FEDERAL MANDATES STATEMENT

The Committee adopts as its own the estimate of Federal man-
dates prepared by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office
pursuant to section 423 of the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
(Public Law 104—4).

PREEMPTION CLARIFICATION

Section 423 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 requires the
report of any Committee on a bill or joint resolution to include a
statement on the extent to which the bill or joint resolution is in-
tended to preempt state, local, or tribal law. The Committee finds
that H.R. 2892, as amended, does not preempt any state, local, or
tribal law.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE STATEMENT

No advisory committees within the definition of Section 5(b) of
the appendix to Title 5, United States Code, are created by this leg-
islation.

APPLICABILITY TO LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

The Committee finds that the legislation does not relate to the
terms and conditions of employment or access to public services or
accommodations within the meaning of section 102(b)(3) of the Con-
gressional Accountability Act (Public Law 104-1).

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS OF THE LEGISLATION

Section 1. Short title

This section provides that this bill may be cited as the “Weather
Alert Response and Notification Act” or the “WARN Act”.
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Section 2. Effectiveness of local, state, and federal alerting systems

Subsection (a) directs the Comptroller General of the United
States to conduct a study on the effectiveness of local, state, and
Federal emergency alerting systems in disseminating timely and
relevant information during weather-related emergencies.

Subsection (b) directs the Comptroller General of the United
States to specifically study (1) the efficacy of various alert medi-
ums, (2) the extent that guidance and training exists for developing
alert content, and (3) whether improvements could be made to pub-
lic alerting based on input from a selected sample of emergency
managers, local officials, and community groups.

Subsection (c) directs that the Comptroller General, not later
than 18 months after enactment, submit to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure and the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of the Senate a
report on the study conducted under subsection (a).

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED
As reported by the Committee, H.R. 2892 makes no changes in
existing law.

O
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