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Merve Hickok is the Senior Research Director of the Center for AI and Digital Policy, and the 
Founder of AIethicist.org. Her work intersects both AI ethics and AI policy and governance. She 
is focused on AI bias, social justice, DE&I, public benefit and participatory development and 
governance – as they translate into policies and practices. Merve is a Data Ethics Lecturer at 
University of Michigan, School of Information; Member of the Advisory Board of Turkish 
Policy Quarterly Journal; Member of the Founding Editorial Board at Springer Nature AI & 
Ethics journal; Advisor at The Civic Data Library of Context; Member at IEEE work groups on 
AI standard setting and Open Community for Ethics in Autonomous and Intelligent Systems 
(OCEANIS) alongside national institutions. She has been recognized by several organizations - 
most recently as one of the 100 Brilliant Women in AI Ethics™ 2021. Merve is also a member of 
the Board of Directors at Northern Nevada International Center. NNIC serves as a refugee 
resettlement agency to help displaced persons and victims of human trafficking, as well as 
organizing programs for international delegations through the U.S. Department of State and other 
federal agencies. NNIC is among the top organizations in the United States hosting over a dozen 
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs large exchange programs. 


