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Patterson’s interest in the intersection of religion, ethics, and 

foreign policy is informed by two stints at the U.S. Department 

of State’s Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, with work in 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Congo, Angola, and elsewhere. He has 

significant government service, including over twenty years as an 

officer and commander in the Air National Guard and serving as 

a White House Fellow working for the Director of the U.S. Office 

of Personnel Management. 

 

Patterson’s academic interest is in the intersection of religion, 

religious liberty, and national security. He is the author or editor 

of nearly twenty books, and his academic work on religious 
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freedom, democracy, and national security has been featured in 

leading international affairs publications. His most recent project 

is a co-edited volume on the theological underpinnings of 

religious freedom, tentatively titled, Protestant Theological 

Sources for Religious Freedom (forthcoming 2023). 
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government agencies, including France’s Ministry of Defense, 

U.S. Department of State, U.S. Central Command, U.S. European 

Command, U.S. Naval War College, U.S. Naval Postgraduate 

School, the U.S. military academies, and many others. Patterson 

holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of California 

at Santa Barbara, a Master’s in International Politics from the 

University of Wales at Aberystwyth, and degrees from Evangel 
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