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119TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 5790 

To require the reimbursement of State governments, local governments, and 

school districts by the Government for funds used by them to maintain 

participation in Head Start and Early Head Start during a Government 

shutdown. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OCTOBER 17, 2025 

Ms. WATERS (for herself, Mr. AMO, Ms. ANSARI, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BELL, 

Mr. BISHOP, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. CRAIG, 

Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. EVANS of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. FIGURES, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. GARCÍA 

of Illinois, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. 

VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. IVEY, Mr. JACKSON 

of Illinois, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. LANDSMAN, Ms. LEE of Penn-

sylvania, Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 

MULLIN, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. NORTON, Mr. PANETTA, Ms. RANDALL, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. TITUS, 

Ms. TLAIB, Mr. TORRES of New York, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, 

and Ms. WILSON of Florida) introduced the following bill; which was re-

ferred to the Committee on Education and Workforce 

A BILL 
To require the reimbursement of State governments, local 

governments, and school districts by the Government for 

funds used by them to maintain participation in Head 

Start and Early Head Start during a Government shut-

down. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2
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•HR 5790 IH

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Head Start Shutdown 2

Protection Act of 2025’’. 3

SEC. 2. REIMBURSEMENT OF STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS 4

USED TO MAINTAIN PARTICIPATION IN THE 5

HEAD START PROGRAM, AND THE EARLY 6

HEAD START PROGRAM, DURING LAPSE IN 7

APPROPRIATIONS FOR SUCH PROGRAMS IN A 8

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN. 9

A State, local government, or school district that uses 10

its funds to maintain participation in the head start pro-11

gram, or the early head start program, under the Head 12

Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.) during any period of 13

a Government shutdown in which there is a lapse in Fed-14

eral appropriations for such program shall be entitled to 15

reimbursement of such funds by the Government after the 16

end of such shutdown. 17

Æ 
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