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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 20, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA
FoxxX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

You, O Lord, reign forever judging
from Your throne with justice. You
rule the nations with fairness. On this
day, when our Nation’s power is trans-
ferred from President Joseph Biden to
President Donald Trump, we pray Your
reign of peace in this moment, in this
Nation, and in the hearts of the Amer-
ican people.

Grant President Biden the blessing of
Your reward for his faithfulness to You
and to this country. And as You lay the
mantle of responsibility on the shoul-
ders of our new President, Donald
Trump, grant him, as You did Sol-
omon, a discerning heart to govern
Your people to distinguish between
right and wrong. Grant him the faith-
fulness of Abraham who heard Your
voice and obeyed. And may he have the
heart of David, that You would bestow
on him Your grace and mercy as he
carries out his solemn duties.

Then bestow on us, divided though
we may be, the unity of Your spirit
through the bond of peace, that we
would each commit to live into the
gifts of that same spirit and to serve

one another as faithful stewards of
Your grace.

We humble ourselves this day, and we
call upon Your name. Hear us from
Your Heaven, forgive us our sin, and
heal our land. God bless America.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
DEAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 24, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER, As I prepare to assume
my duties as National Security Advisor to
President-Elect Donald J. Trump, I hereby
make my resignation official from the U.S.
House of Representatives, effective January
20th, 2025. I intend to serve out my term in
the 118th Congress and to be sworn into the
119th Congress. I have also submitted my no-
tice to Governor Ron DeSantis to advise him

on my resignation. I have attached that let-
ter to this notice.

It has been my honor to be a Member of
this Chamber and to serve the people of the
great State of Florida and the constituents
of the 6th District of Florida. I will forever
be grateful for the opportunity. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with you and
your colleagues in the House serving the na-
tion in my new position.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL WALTZ,
Member of Congress.
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 24, 2024.
Hon. RON DESANTIS,
Governor, State of Florida,
Tallahassee, Florida.

DEAR GOVERNOR DESANTIS, I hereby submit
notice of my irrevocable resignation as
United States Representative of the 6th Dis-
trict of Florida, effective January 20th, 2025,
in order to serve as President-Elect Donald
J. Trump’s National Security Advisor. I in-
tend to serve out my term in the 118th Con-
gress and to be sworn into the 119th Con-
gress.

It has been my honor to represent the
great State of Florida and the constituents
of the 6th District of Florida. I will be for-
ever grateful for the opportunity to serve the
people of Northeast Florida.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL WALTZ,
Member of Congress.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WALTZ), the whole number
of the House is 433.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are advised that there are no extra
seats available in the rotunda for the
inauguration. Therefore, only sitting
Members will be seated in the rotunda.

O This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [1 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
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Under no circumstances will former
Members, former House Officers,
spouses, or children be able to join the
procession or be seated in the rotunda.

The Sergeant at Arms will precede
the procession bearing the mace.

Members will be escorted to the ro-
tunda in order of seniority. At this
time, Members, the Resident Commis-
sioner, and Delegates should con-
gregate by class.

Pursuant to H. Res. 43, upon comple-
tion of the ceremony, the House will
stand adjourned until noon tomorrow
for morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for
legislative business.

Pursuant to H. Res. 43, and without
objection, Members will now proceed to
the rotunda to attend the inaugural
ceremonies for the President and Vice
President of the United States.

Thereupon, at 10 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m., the Members of the House,
preceded by the Sergeant at Arms and
the Speaker pro tempore, proceeded to
the rotunda of the Capitol.

——————

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE 119TH CONGRESS

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 17, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 2(a)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives and clause (b) of Rule I of the
Rules of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, I respectfully submit the
Rules of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure for the 119th Congress for
publication in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
On January 15, 2025, the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure met in
open session for the Committee’s organiza-
tional meeting and adopted the Committee
Rules by voice vote with a quorum present.

Sincerely,
SAM GRAVES
Chairman.

RULE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Rules of the House
are the rules of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure (hereinafter re-
ferred to in these as rules the‘‘Committee’’)
and its subcommittees so far as applicable,
except that a motion to recess from day to
day, and a motion to dispense with the first
reading (in full) of a bill or resolution, if
printed copies are available, are non-debat-
able privileged motions in the Committee
and its subcommittees.

(2) SUBCOMMITTEES.—Each subcommittee is
part of the Committee, and is subject to the
authority and direction of the Committee
and its rules so far as applicable.

(3) INCORPORATION OF HOUSE RULE ON COM-
MITTEE PROCEDURE.—Rule XI of the Rules of
the House, which pertains entirely to Com-
mittee procedure, is incorporated and made
a part of the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable. Pursuant to clause 2(a)(3)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the
Chairman of the Committee is authorized to
offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII of
the Rules of the House whenever the Chair-
man considers it appropriate.
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(b) PUBLICATION OF RULES.—Pursuant to
clause 2(a) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Committee’s rules shall be pub-
licly available in electronic form and pub-
lished in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD not
later than 60 days after the Chairman is
elected in each odd-numbered year.

(c) VICE CHAIR.—The Chairman shall ap-
point a Vice Chair of the Committee and of
each subcommittee. If the Chairman of the
Committee or subcommittee is not present
at any meeting of the Committee or sub-
committee, as the case may be, the Vice
Chair shall preside. If the Vice Chair is not
present, the ranking majority member who
is present shall preside at that meeting.

RULE II. REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL

MEETINGS

(a) REGULAR MEETINGS.—Regular meetings
of the Committee shall be held on the last
Wednesday of every month to transact its
business unless such day is a holiday, or the
House is in recess or is adjourned, in which
case the Chairman shall determine the reg-
ular meeting day of the Committee for that
month. A regular meeting of the Committee
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of
the Chairman, there is no need for the meet-
ing. This paragraph shall not apply to meet-
ings of any subcommittee.

(b) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—The Chairman
may call and convene, if the Chairman con-
siders necessary, additional meetings of the
Committee for the consideration of any bill
or resolution pending before the Committee
or for the conduct of other Committee busi-
ness. The Committee shall meet for such
purpose pursuant to the call of the Chair-
man.

(c) SPECIAL MEETINGS.—If at least three
members of the Committee desire that a spe-
cial meeting of the Committee be called by
the Chairman, those members may file with
the Clerk of the Committee their written re-
quest to the Chairman for that special meet-
ing. Such request shall specify the measure
or matter to be considered. Immediately
upon the filing of the request, the Clerk of
the Committee shall notify the Chairman of
the filing of the request. If, within three cal-
endar days after the filing of the request, the
Chairman does not call the requested special
meeting, to be held within seven calendar
days after the filing of the request, a major-
ity of the members of the Committee may
file with the Clerk their written notice that
a special meeting of the Committee will be
held, specifying the date and hour thereof,
and the measure or matter to be considered
at that special meeting. The Committee
shall meet on that date and hour. Imme-
diately upon the filing of the notice, the
Clerk of the Committee shall notify all
members of the Committee that such meet-
ing will be held and inform them of its date
and hour and the measure or matter to be
considered; and only the measure or matter
specified in that notice may be considered at
that special meeting. Such notice shall also
be made publicly available in electronic form
and shall be deemed to satisfy paragraph
(D).

(d) NOTICE.—

(1) MINIMUM NOTICE PERIOD.—Pursuant to
clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make a public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject
matter of a Committee or subcommittee
meeting, which may not commence earlier
than the third calendar day (excluding Sat-
urdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such a day)
on which members have notice thereof.

(2) CHANGES IN MEETING TIMES.—A meeting
may commence sooner than announced if the
Chairman, with concurrence of the ranking
minority member, determines there is good

January 20, 2025

cause to begin the meeting sooner or the
Committee or subcommittee so determines
by majority vote, a quorum being present for
the transaction of business. The Chairman
shall make a public announcement of the
meeting time change at the earliest possible
opportunity.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF DAILY DIGEST CLERK.—
The Clerk of the Committee shall notify the
Daily Digest Clerk of the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD promptly and make publicly avail-
able in electronic form a time change for a
Committee or subcommittee meeting made
under this paragraph.

(e) PROHIBITION ON SITTING DURING JOINT
SESSION.—The Committee may not sit during
a joint session of the House and Senate or
during a recess when a joint meeting of the
House and Senate is in progress.

RULE III. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS GENERALLY

(a) MINIMUM PERIOD FOR AVAILABILITY OF
COMMITTEE MARKUP TEXT.—Pursuant to
clause 2(g2)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make publicly
available, in electronic form, the text of any
legislation to be marked up at least 24 hours
prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of legislation, or at the time of
a meeting announcement under paragraph
(d)(2) of Committee Rule II if made within 24
hours before such meeting.

(b) OPEN MEETINGS.—Each meeting for the
transaction of business, including the mark-
up of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a subcommittee shall be open
to the public, except as provided by clause
2(g) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House or
clause 2(k) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

(c) MEETINGS TO BEGIN PROMPTLY.—Each
meeting or hearing of the Committee shall
begin promptly at the time so stipulated in
the public announcement of the meeting or
hearing.

(d) ADDRESSING THE COMMITTEE.—Except as
provided under paragraph (e) of Committee
Rule IV, a Committee member may address
the Committee or a subcommittee on any
bill, motion, or other matter under consider-
ation—

(1) only when recognized by the Chairman
for that purpose; and

(2) only for five minutes until such time as
each member of the Committee or sub-
committee who so desires has had an oppor-
tunity to address the Committee or sub-
committee.

A member’s remarks shall be limited to
the subject matter under consideration. The
Chairman shall enforce this paragraph.

(e) PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS IN SUB-
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS.—AIL
members of the Committee who are not
members of a particular subcommittee may,
by unanimous consent of the members of
such subcommittee, participate in any sub-
committee meeting or hearing. However, a
member who is not a member of the sub-
committee may not vote on any matter be-
fore the subcommittee, be counted for pur-
poses of establishing a quorum, or raise
points of order.

(f) MEMBER DAY HEARING.—Pursuant to
section 3(r) of House Resolution 5, the Com-
mittee shall hold a hearing at which it re-
ceives testimony from Members, Delegates,
and the Resident Commissioner on proposed
legislation within the Committee’s jurisdic-
tion during the first session of the 119th Con-
gress.

(g) BROADCASTING.—Whenever a meeting
for the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, or a hearing is open to
the public, that meeting or hearing shall be
open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography in accordance with clause 4
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. Oper-
ation and use of any Committee internet
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broadcast system shall be fair and non-
partisan and in accordance with clause 4(b)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House and all
other applicable rules of the Committee and
the House. Further, pursuant to clause
2(e)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House,
the Committee shall provide audio and video
coverage of each hearing or meeting for the
transaction of business in a manner that al-
lows the public to easily listen to and view
the proceedings. The Committee shall also
maintain the recordings of such coverage in
a manner that is easily accessible to the pub-
lic.

(h) ACCESS TO THE DAIS AND LOUNGES.—Ac-
cess to the hearing rooms’ daises and to the
lounges adjacent to the Committee hearing
rooms shall be limited to Members of Con-
gress and employees of Congress during a
meeting or hearing of the Committee unless
specifically permitted by the Chairman or
ranking minority member.

(i) USE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES.—During a
hearing, mark-up, or other meeting of the
Committee, audible sounds or vocal use of
cellular telephones or other electronic de-
vices is prohibited in the Committee room.

(j) AVAILABILITY OF TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
IN ELECTRONIC FORM.—Pursuant to clause
2(e) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, not
later than 24 hours after the adoption of any
amendment, or 48 hours after the disposition
or withdrawal of any other amendment, to a
measure or matter considered by the Com-
mittee, the Chairman shall cause the text of
the amendment to be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form.

RULE IV. HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARING.—

(1) MINIMUM NOTICE PERIOD.—Pursuant to
clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make a public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject
matter of a Committee or subcommittee
hearing, which may not commence earlier
than the one week after such notice.

(2) CHANGES IN HEARING TIMES.—A hearing
may commence sooner than announced if the
Chairman, with concurrence of the ranking
minority member, determines there is good
cause to begin the hearing sooner or the
Committee so determines by majority vote,
a quorum being present for the transaction
of business. The Chairman shall make a pub-
lic announcement of the hearing time
change at the earliest possible opportunity.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF DAILY DIGEST CLERK.—
The Clerk of the Committee shall notify the
Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional
Record promptly and make publicly avail-
able in electronic form a time change for a
Committee or subcommittee hearing made
under this paragraph.

(b) WRITTEN STATEMENT OF PROPOSED TES-
TIMONY; ORAL STATEMENT.—

(1) FILING OF STATEMENT.—So far as prac-
ticable, each witness who is to appear before
the Committee or a Subcommittee shall file
with the Clerk of the Committee or sub-
committee, at least two calendar days (ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on
such a day) before the day of the witness’ ap-
pearance, a written statement of proposed
testimony. The Chairman, with the concur-
rence of the ranking minority member, may
take the following actions for failure to com-
ply with this requirement: (A) exclude such
witness’ written testimony from the hearing
record; (B) bar such witness’ oral presen-
tation of the testimony; or (C) both (A) and
(B). Each witness’ oral presentation shall be
limited to a summary of the written state-
ment.

(2) TRUTH IN TESTIMONY INFORMATION.—Pur-
suant to clause 2(g)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House, in the case of a witness appear-
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ing in a nongovernmental capacity, a writ-
ten statement of proposed testimony shall
include a curriculum vitae, a disclosure of
any Federal grants or contracts, or pay-
ments originating with a foreign govern-
ment, received during the past 36 months by
the witness or by an entity represented by
the witness and related to the subject matter
of the hearing, and a disclosure of whether
the witness is a fiduciary (including but not
limited to, a director, officer, advisor, or
resident agent) of any organization or entity
that has an interest in the subject matter of
the hearing.

(3) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION IN ELEC-
TRONIC FORM.—Statements filed under this
paragraph, with appropriate redactions to
protect the privacy of the witness, shall be
made publicly available in electronic form 24
hours before the witness appears, to the ex-
tent practicable, but not later than one day
after the witness appears.

(c) MINORITY WITNESSES.—When any hear-
ing is conducted by the Committee or any
subcommittee upon any measure or matter,
the minority party members on the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall be entitled,
upon request to the Chairman by a majority
of those minority members before the com-
pletion of such hearing, to call witnesses se-
lected by the minority to testify with re-
spect to that measure or matter during at
least one day of hearing thereon.

(d) SUMMARY OF SUBJECT MATTER.—Upon
announcement of a hearing, to the extent
practicable, the Committee shall make
available to all members of the Committee a
concise summary of the subject matter (in-
cluding legislative reports and other mate-
rials) under consideration. In addition, upon
announcement of a hearing and subsequently
as they are received, the Chairman shall
make available to the members of the Com-
mittee any official reports from departments
and agencies on such matter.

(e) OPENING STATEMENTS; QUESTIONING OF
WITNESSES.—

(1) OPENING STATEMENTS.—

(A) CHAIRMAN AND RANKING MEMBER.—At a
hearing of the Full Committee, the Chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee shall each be entitled to present
an oral opening statement of five minutes.
At a hearing of a subcommittee, the Chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee and the Chairman and ranking
minority member of the subcommittee shall
each be entitled to present an opening state-
ment for five minutes.

(B) OTHER MEMBERS.—At a hearing of the
Full Committee or a subcommittee, other
members of the Committee or subcommittee,
as appropriate, may submit written opening
statements for the RECORD. The Chairman
presiding over the hearing may permit oral
opening statements by other members of the
Committee or subcommittee, as appropriate,
with the concurrence of the ranking minor-
ity member.

(2) QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES.—The ques-
tioning of witnesses in Committee and sub-
committee hearings shall be initiated by the
Chairman, followed by the ranking minority
member and all other members alternating
between the majority and minority parties.
In recognizing members to question wit-
nesses in this fashion, the Chairman shall
take into consideration the ratio of the ma-
jority to minority members present and
shall establish the order of recognition for
questioning in such a manner as not to dis-
advantage the members of the majority nor
the members of the minority. The Chairman
may accomplish this by recognizing two ma-
jority members for each minority member
recognized.

(f) PROCEDURES FOR QUESTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A Committee member
may question a witness at a hearing—
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(A) only when recognized by the Chairman
for that purpose; and

(B) subject to subparagraphs (2) and (3),
only for five minutes until such time as each
member of the Committee or subcommittee
who so desires has had an opportunity to
question the witness.

A member’s remarks shall be limited to
the subject matter under consideration. The
Chairman shall enforce this subparagraph.

(2) EXTENDED QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES BY
MEMBERS.—The Chairman of the Committee
or a subcommittee, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member, or the Com-
mittee or subcommittee by motion, may per-
mit a specified number of its members to
question a witness for longer than five min-
utes. The time for extended questioning of a
witness under this subdivision shall be equal
for the majority party and minority party
and may not exceed one hour in the aggre-
gate.

(3) EXTENDED QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES BY
STAFF.—The Chairman of the Committee or a
subcommittee, with the concurrence of the
ranking minority member, or the Committee
or subcommittee by motion, may permit
Committee staff for its majority and minor-
ity party members to question a witness for
equal specified periods. The time for ex-
tended questioning of a witness under this
subdivision shall be equal for the majority
party and minority party and may not ex-
ceed one hour in the aggregate.

(4) RIGHT TO QUESTION WITNESSES FOL-
LOWING EXTENDED QUESTIONING.—Nothing in
subparagraph (2) or (3) affects the right of a
member (other than a member designated
under subparagraph (2)) to question a wit-
ness for five minutes in accordance with sub-
paragraph (1)(B) after the questioning per-
mitted under subparagraph (2) or (3).

(g) ADDITIONAL HEARING PROCEDURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause 2(k) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House (relating to addi-
tional rules for hearings) applies to hearings
of the Committee and its subcommittees.

(2) NON-GOVERNMENTAL WITNESS.—Pursuant
to section 3(i) of House Resolution 5 and sub-
ject to the regulations issued by the Chair-
man of the Committee on Rules and printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, the Chairman
of the Committee may allow for the remote
appearance of witnesses appearing in a non-
governmental capacity.

RULE V. PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING BILLS,

RESOLUTIONS, AND REPORTS

(a) FILING OF REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall report promptly to the House
any measure or matter approved by the Com-
mittee and take necessary steps to bring the
measure or matter to a vote.

(2) REQUESTS FOR REPORTING.—The report
of the Committee on a measure or matter
which has been approved by the Committee
shall be filed within seven calendar days (ex-
clusive of days on which the House is not in
session) after the day on which there has
been filed with the Clerk of the Committee a
written request, signed by a majority of the
members of the Committee, for the reporting
of that measure or matter. Upon the filing of
any such request, the Clerk of the Com-
mittee shall transmit immediately to the
Chairman of the Committee notice of the fil-
ing of that request.

(b) QUORUM; RECORD VOTES.—

(1) QUORUM.—Pursuant to clause 2(h)(1) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, a measure
or recommendation may not be reported
from the Committee unless a majority of the
Committee is actually present.

(2) RECORD VOTES.—Pursuant to clause 3(b)
of Rule XIII of the Rules of the House, with
respect to each record vote on a motion to
report a measure or matter of a public na-
ture, and on any amendment offered to the
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measure or matter, the total number of
votes cast for and against, and the names of
members voting for and against, shall be in-
cluded in the Committee report on the meas-
ure or matter.

(i) The Chairman may conduct any record
vote by electronic device in accordance with
clause 2(n) of Rule XI.

(c) REQUIRED MATTERS.—The report of the
Committee on a measure or matter which
has been approved by the Committee shall
include the items required to be included by
the rules and orders of the House applicable
in the One Hundred Eighteenth Congress.

(d) ADDITIONAL VIEWS.—If, at the time of
approval of any measure or matter by the
Committee, any member of the Committee
gives notice of intention to file supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting
views, all members shall be entitled to not
less than two additional calendar days after
the day of such notice (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays, except when the
House is in session on such a day) in which
to file such written and signed views in ac-
cordance with clause 2(1) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House.

(e) ACTIVITIES REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January
2nd of each odd numbered year, the Com-
mittee shall submit to the House a report on
the activities of the Committee.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report shall include—

(A) separate sections summarizing the leg-
islative and oversight activities of the Com-
mittee under Rules X and XI of the Rules of
the House during the Congress;

(B) a summary of the oversight plan sub-
mitted by the Committee under clause 2(d)
of Rule X of the Rules of the House;

(C) a summary of the actions taken and
recommendations made with respect to the
oversight plan specified in subdivision (B);

(D) a summary of any additional oversight
activities undertaken by the Committee and
any recommendations made or actions taken
thereon; and

(E) a delineation of any hearings held pur-
suant to clauses 2(n), (0), or (p) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House.

(3) FILING.—After an adjournment sine die
of the last regular session of a Congress, or
after December 15 of an even numbered year,
whichever occurs first, the Chairman may
file the report described in subparagraph (1)
with the Clerk of the House at any time and
without approval of the Committee, provided
that—

(A) a copy of the report has been available
to each member of the Committee for at
least seven calendar days; and

(B) the report includes any supplemental,
minority, additional, or dissenting views
submitted by a member of the Committee.

(f) OTHER COMMITTEE MATERIALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AI1l Committee and sub-
committee prints, reports, documents, or
other materials, not otherwise provided for
under this rule, that purport to express pub-
licly the views of the Committee or any of
its subcommittees or members of the Com-
mittee or its subcommittees shall be ap-
proved by the Committee or the sub-
committee prior to printing and distribution
and any member shall be given an oppor-
tunity to have views included as part of such
material prior to printing, release, and dis-
tribution in accordance with paragraph (d) of
this rule.

(2) DOCUMENTS CONTAINING VIEWS OTHER
THAN MEMBER VIEWS.—A Committee or sub-
committee document containing views other
than those of members of the Committee or
subcommittee shall not be published without
approval of the Committee or subcommittee.

(3) DIsSCLAIMER.—AIl Committee or sub-
committee reports printed pursuant to legis-
lative study or investigation and not ap-
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proved by a majority vote of the Committee
or subcommittee, as appropriate, shall con-
tain the following disclaimer on the cover of
such report: ‘““This report has not been offi-
cially adopted by the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure (or pertinent
subcommittee thereof) and may not there-
fore necessarily reflect the views of its mem-
bers.”’.

(g) AVAILABILITY OF PUBLICATIONS.—Pursu-
ant to clause 2(e)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House, the Committee shall make its
publications available in electronic form to
the maximum extent feasible.

RULE VI. QUORUMS AND RECORD VOTES;
POSTPONEMENT OF VOTES

(a) WORKING QUORUM.—One-third of the
members of the Committee or a sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for
taking any action other than the closing of
a meeting pursuant to clauses 2(g) and 2(k)(5)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the au-
thorizing of a subpoena pursuant to para-
graph (d) of Committee Rule XII, the report-
ing of a measure or recommendation pursu-
ant to paragraph (b)(1) of Committee Rule V,
and the actions described in paragraphs (b),
(c) and (d) of this rule.

(b) QUORUM FOR REPORTING.—A majority of
the members of the Committee or a sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for the
reporting of a measure or recommendation.

(c) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN MATTERS.—A ma-
jority of the members of the Committee or a
subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for
approval of a resolution concerning any of
the following actions:

(1) A prospectus for construction, alter-
ation, purchase or acquisition of a public
building or the lease of space as required by
section 3307 of title 40, United States Code.

(2) Survey investigation of a proposed
project for navigation, flood control, and
other purposes by the Corps of Engineers
(section 4 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
March 4, 1913, 33 U.S.C. 542).

(3) Construction of a water resources devel-
opment project by the Corps of Engineers
with an estimated Federal cost not exceed-
ing $15,000,000 (section 201 of the Flood Con-
trol Act of 1965).

(4) Deletion of water quality storage in a
Federal reservoir project where the benefits
attributable to water quality are 15 percent
or more but not greater than 25 percent of
the total project benefits (section 65 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1974).

(5) Authorization of a Natural Resources
Conservation Service watershed project in-
volving any single structure of more than
4,000 acre feet of total capacity (section 2 of
P.L. 566, 83rd Congress).

(d) QUORUM FOR TAKING TESTIMONY.—Two
members of the Committee or subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of
taking testimony and receiving evidence.

(e) RECORD VOTES.—A record vote may be
demanded by one-fifth of the members
present.

(f) POSTPONEMENT OF VOTES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with clause
2(h)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House,
the Chairman of the Committee or a sub-
committee, after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee or
subcommittee, may—

(A) postpone further proceedings when a
record vote is ordered on the question of ap-
proving a measure or matter or on adopting
an amendment; and

(B) resume proceedings on a postponed
question at any time after reasonable notice.

(2) RESUMPTION OF PROCEEDINGS.—When
proceedings resume on a postponed question,
notwithstanding any intervening order for
the previous question, an underlying propo-
sition shall remain subject to further debate
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or amendment to the same extent as when
the question was postponed.

(g) AVAILABILITY OF RECORD VOTES IN
ELECTRONIC FORM.—Pursuant to clause
2(e)(1)(B)(i) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make the result
of any record vote publicly available in elec-
tronic form within 48 hours of such record
vote.

RULE VII. ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEES;
SIZE AND PARTY RATIOS

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be six
standing subcommittees. These subcommit-
tees, with the following sizes (including dele-
gates) and majority/minority ratios, are:

(1) Subcommittee on Aviation (41 Mem-
bers: 22 Majority and 19 Minority).

(2) Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Mar-
itime Transportation (156 Members: 8 Major-
ity and 7 Minority).

(3) Subcommittee on Economic Develop-
ment, Public Buildings, and Emergency
Management (17 Members: 9 Majority and 8
Minority).

(4) Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
(49 Members: 26 Majority and 23 Minority).

(5) Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines,
and Hazardous Materials (33 Members: 18 Ma-
jority and 15 Minority).

(6) Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment (35 Members: 19 Majority and
16 Minority).

(b) EX OFFICI0 MEMBERS.—The Chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee shall serve as ex officio voting mem-
bers on each subcommittee.

(¢) RATIOS.—On each subcommittee there
shall be a ratio of majority party members
to minority party members which shall be no
less favorable to the majority party than the
ratio for the Full Committee. In calculating
the ratio of majority party members to mi-
nority party members, there shall be in-
cluded the ex officio members of the sub-
committees.

RULE VIII. POWERS AND DUTIES OF
SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) AUTHORITY To SIiT.—Each sub-
committee is authorized to meet, hold hear-
ings, receive evidence, and report to the Full
Committee on all matters referred to it or
under its jurisdiction. Subcommittee Chair
shall set dates for hearings and meetings of
their respective subcommittees after con-
sultation with the Chairman and other sub-
committee chairs with a view toward avoid-
ing simultaneous scheduling of Full Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings whenever possible.

(b) CONSIDERATION BY COMMITTEE.—Each
bill, resolution, or other matter favorably re-
ported by a subcommittee shall automati-
cally be placed upon the agenda of the Com-
mittee. Any such matter reported by a sub-
committee shall not be considered by the
Committee unless it has been delivered to
the offices of all members of the Committee
at least 48 hours before the meeting, unless
the Chairman determines that the matter is
of such urgency that it should be given early
consideration.

RULE IX. REFERRAL OF LEGISLATION TO
SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) GENERAL REQUIREMENT.—EXxcept where
the Chairman of the Committee determines,
in consultation with the majority members
of the Committee, that consideration is to be
by the Full Committee, each bill, resolution,
investigation, or other matter which relates
to a subject listed under the jurisdiction of
any subcommittee established in Committee
Rule VII referred to or initiated by the Full
Committee shall be referred by the Chair-
man to all subcommittees of appropriate ju-
risdiction within two weeks. All bills shall
be referred to the subcommittee of proper ju-
risdiction without regard to whether the au-
thor is or is not a member of the sub-
committee.
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(b) RECALL FROM SUBCOMMITTEE.—A bill,
resolution, or other matter referred to a sub-
committee in accordance with this rule may
be recalled therefrom at any time by a vote
of a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee voting, a quorum being present, for
the Committee’s direct consideration or for
reference to another subcommittee.

(c) MULTIPLE REFERRALS.—In carrying out
this rule with respect to any matter, the
Chairman may refer the matter simulta-
neously to two or more subcommittees for
concurrent consideration or for consider-
ation in sequence (subject to appropriate
time limitations in the case of any sub-
committee after the first), or divide the mat-
ter into two or more parts (reflecting dif-
ferent subjects and jurisdictions) and refer
each such part to a different subcommittee,
or make such other provisions as he or she
considers appropriate.

RULE X. RECOMMENDATION OF CONFEREES

The Chairman of the Committee shall rec-
ommend to the Speaker as conferees the
names of those members (1) of the majority
party selected by the Chairman, and (2) of
the minority party selected by the ranking
minority member of the Committee. Rec-
ommendations of conferees to the Speaker
shall provide a ratio of majority party mem-
bers to minority party members which shall
be no less favorable to the majority party
than the ratio for the Committee.

RULE XI. OVERSIGHT

(a) PURPOSE.—The Committee shall carry
out oversight responsibilities as provided in
this rule in order to assist the House in—

(1) its analysis, appraisal, and evaluation
of—

(A) the application, administration, execu-
tion, and effectiveness of the laws enacted by
the Congress; or

(B) conditions and circumstances which
may indicate the necessity or desirability of
enacting new or additional legislation; and

(2) its formulation, consideration, and en-
actment of such modifications or changes in
those laws, and of such additional legisla-
tion, as may be necessary or appropriate.

(b) AUTHORIZATION AND OVERSIGHT PLAN.—
Not later than March 1st of the first session
of each Congress, the Chairman shall submit
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform and the Committee on House
Administration its authorization and over-
sight plan for that Congress in accordance
with clause 2(d) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House.

(¢c) REVIEW OF LAWS AND PROGRAMS.—The
Committee and the appropriate subcommit-
tees shall cooperatively review and study, on
a continuing basis, the application, adminis-
tration, execution, and effectiveness of those
laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of
which is within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee, and the organization and operation
of the Federal agencies and entities having
responsibilities in or for the administration
and execution thereof, in order to determine
whether such laws and the programs there-
under are being implemented and carried out
in accordance with the intent of the Con-
gress and whether such programs should be
continued, curtailed, or eliminated. In addi-
tion, the Committee and the appropriate
subcommittees shall cooperatively review
and study any conditions or circumstances
which may indicate the necessity or desir-
ability of enacting new or additional legisla-
tion within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee (whether or not any bill or resolution
has been introduced with respect thereto),
and shall on a continuing basis undertake fu-
ture research and forecasting on matters
within the jurisdiction of the Committee.

(d) REVIEW OF TAX PoLICIES.—The Com-
mittee and the appropriate subcommittees
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shall cooperatively review and study on a

continuing basis the impact or probable im-

pact of tax policies affecting subjects within

the jurisdiction of the Committee.

RULE XII. POWER TO SIT AND ACT; POWER TO
CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS; OATHS; SUBPOENA
POWER

(a) AUTHORITY TO SIT AND AcT.—For the
purpose of carrying out any of its functions
and duties under Rules X and XI of the Rules
of the House, the Committee and each of its
subcommittees, is authorized (subject to
paragraph (d)(1)—

(1) to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned
and to hold such hearings; and

(2) to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers, and documents, as it deems necessary.

(b) AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT INVESTIGA-
TIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee is author-
ized at any time to conduct such investiga-
tions and studies as it may consider nec-
essary or appropriate in the exercise of its
responsibilities under Rule X of the Rules of
the House and (subject to the adoption of ex-
pense resolutions as required by Rule X,
clause 6 of the Rules of the House) to incur
expenses (including travel expenses) in con-
nection therewith.

(c) OATHS.—The Chairman, or any member
designated by the Chairman, may administer
oaths to any witness.

(d) ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A subpoena may be issued
by the Committee or subcommittee under
paragraph (a)(2) in the conduct of any inves-
tigation or activity or series of investiga-
tions or activities, only when authorized by
a majority of the members voting, a major-
ity being present. Such authorized subpoenas
shall be signed by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or by any member designated by the
Committee. If a specific request for a sub-
poena has not been previously rejected by ei-
ther the Committee or subcommittee, the
Chairman of the Committee, after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member of
the Committee, may authorize and issue a
subpoena under paragraph (a)(2) in the con-
duct of any investigation or activity or se-
ries of investigations or activities, and such
subpoena shall for all purposes be deemed a
subpoena issued by the Committee. As soon
as practicable after a subpoena is issued
under this rule, the Chairman shall notify all
members of the Committee of such action.

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—Compliance with any
subpoena issued by the Committee or sub-
committee under paragraph (a)(2) may be en-
forced only as authorized or directed by the
House.

(e) EXPENSES OF SUBPOENAED WITNESSES.—
Each witness who has been subpoenaed, upon
the completion of the witness’ testimony be-
fore the Committee or any subcommittee,
may report to the offices of the Committee,
and there sign appropriate vouchers for trav-
el allowances and attendance fees. If hear-
ings are held in cities other than Wash-
ington, D.C., the witness or the witness? rep-
resentative may contact the counsel of the
Committee, before leaving the hearing room.

(f) DEPOSITION AUTHORITY.—Pursuant to
section 3(t) of House Resolution 5 and sub-
ject to the regulations issued by the Chair-
man of the Committee on Rules and printed
in the Congressional Record, the Chairman
of the Committee, upon consultation with
the ranking minority member, may order
the taking of depositions, including pursuant
to a subpoena, by a member or counsel of
such committee.
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RULE XIII. REVIEW OF CONTINUING PROGRAMS;
BUDGET ACT PROVISIONS

(a) ENSURING ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS.—
The Committee shall, in its consideration of
all bills and joint resolutions of a public
character within its jurisdiction, ensure that
appropriations for continuing programs and
activities of the Federal government and the
District of Columbia government will be
made annually to the maximum extent fea-
sible and consistent with the nature, require-
ments, and objectives of the programs and
activities involved.

(b) REVIEW OF MULTI-YEAR APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—The Committee shall review, from
time to time, each continuing program with-
in its jurisdiction for which appropriations
are not made annually in order to ascertain
whether such program could be modified so
that appropriations therefore would be made
annually.

(c) VIEWS AND ESTIMATES.—In accordance
with clause 4(f)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of
the House, the Committee shall submit to
the Committee on the Budget—

(1) its views and estimates with respect to
all matters to be set forth in the concurrent
resolution on the budget for the ensuing fis-
cal year which are within its jurisdiction or
functions; and

(2) an estimate of the total amount of new
budget authority, and budget outlays result-
ing therefrom, to be provided or authorized
in all bills and resolutions within its juris-
diction which it intends to be effective dur-
ing that fiscal year.

(d) BUDGET ALLOCATIONS.—AS soon as prac-
ticable after a concurrent resolution on the
budget for any fiscal year is agreed to, the
Committee (after consulting with the appro-
priate committee or committees of the Sen-
ate) shall subdivide any allocations made to
it in the joint explanatory statement accom-
panying the conference report on such reso-
lution, and promptly report such subdivi-
sions to the House, in the manner provided
by section 302 of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.

(e) RECONCILIATION.—Whenever the Com-
mittee is directed in a concurrent resolution
on the budget to determine and recommend
changes in laws, bills, or resolutions under
the reconciliation process, it shall promptly
make such determination and recommenda-
tions, and report a reconciliation bill or res-
olution (or both) to the House or submit such
recommendations to the Committee on the
Budget, in accordance with the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

RULE XIV. RECORDS

(a) KEEPING OF RECORDS.—The Committee
shall keep a complete record of all Com-
mittee action which shall include—

(1) in the case of any meeting or hearing
transcripts, a substantially verbatim ac-
count of remarks actually made during the
proceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks
involved; and

(2) a record of the votes on any question on
which a record vote is taken.

(b) PUBLIC INSPECTION.—Pursuant to clause
2(e) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the
result of each such record vote shall be made
publicly available by the Committee in elec-
tronic form within 48 hours of such record
vote. Information so available shall include
a description of the amendment, motion,
order, or other proposition and the name of
each member voting for and each member
voting against such amendment, motion,
order, or proposition, and the names of those
members present but not voting.

(c) PROPERTY OF THE HOUSE.—AIll Com-
mittee records (including hearings, data,
charts, and files) shall be kept separate and
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distinct from the congressional office
records of the member serving as Chairman
of the Committee; and such records shall be
the property of the House and all members of
the House shall have access thereto.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF ARCHIVED RECORDS.—
The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House. The Chairman shall notify the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee of
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or
clause 4(b) of such rule, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on written request of any member of the
Committee.

(e) AUTHORITY TO PRINT.—The Committee
is authorized to have printed and bound tes-
timony and other data presented at hearings
held by the Committee. All costs of steno-
graphic services and transcripts in connec-
tion with any meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall be paid as provided in
clause 1(c) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

RULE XV. COMMITTEE BUDGETS

(a) BIENNIAL BUDGET.—The Chairman, in
consultation with the Chairman of each sub-
committee, the majority members of the
Committee, and the minority members of
the Committee, shall, for each Congress, pre-
pare a consolidated Committee budget. Such
budget shall include necessary amounts for
staff personnel, necessary travel, investiga-
tion, and other expenses of the Committee.

(b) ADDITIONAL EXPENSES.—Authorization
for the payment of additional or unforeseen
Committee expenses may be procured by one
or more additional expense resolutions proc-
essed in the same manner as set out herein.

(¢c) TRAVEL REQUESTS.—The Chairman or
any Chairman of a subcommittee may ini-
tiate necessary travel requests as provided in
Committee Rule XVII within the limits of
the consolidated Committee budget as ap-
proved by the House and the Chairman may
execute necessary vouchers thereof.

(d) MONTHLY REPORTS.—Once monthly, the
Chairman shall submit to the Committee on
House Administration, in writing, a full and
detailed accounting of all expenditures made
during the period since the last such ac-
counting from the amount budgeted to the
Committee. Such report shall show the
amount and purpose of such expenditure and
the budget to which such expenditure is at-
tributed. A copy of such monthly report
shall be available in the Committee office for
review by members of the Committee.

RULE XVI. COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) APPOINTMENT BY CHAIRMAN.—The Chair-
man shall appoint and determine the remu-
neration of, and may remove, the employees
of the Committee not assigned to the minor-
ity. The staff of the Committee not assigned
to the minority shall be under the general
supervision and direction of the Chairman,
who shall establish and assign the duties and
responsibilities of such staff members and
delegate such authority as he or she deter-
mines appropriate.

(b) APPOINTMENT BY RANKING MINORITY
MEMBER.—The ranking minority member of
the Committee shall appoint and determine
the remuneration of, and may remove, the
staff assigned to the minority within the
budget approved for such purposes. The staff
assigned to the minority shall be under the
general supervision and direction of the
ranking minority member of the Committee
who may delegate such authority as he or
she determines appropriate.

(¢) INTENTION REGARDING STAFF.—It is in-
tended that the skills and experience of all
members of the Committee staff shall be
available to all members of the Committee.
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RULE XVII. TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF

(a) APPROVAL.—Consistent with the pri-
mary expense resolution and such additional
expense resolutions as may have been ap-
proved, the provisions of this rule shall gov-
ern travel of Committee members and staff.
Travel to be reimbursed from funds set aside
for the Committee for any member or any
staff member shall be paid only upon the
prior authorization of the Chairman. Travel
shall be authorized by the Chairman for any
member and any staff member in connection
with the attendance of hearings conducted
by the Committee or any subcommittee and
meetings, conferences, and investigations
which involve activities or subject matter
under the general jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee. Before such authorization is given
there shall be submitted to the Chairman in
writing the following:

(1) The purpose of the travel;

(2) The dates during which the travel is to
be made and the date or dates of the event
for which the travel is being made;

(3) The location of the event for which the
travel is to be made; and

(4) The names of members and staff seek-
ing authorization.

(b) SUBCOMMITTEE TRAVEL.—In the case of
travel of members and staff of a sub-
committee to hearings, meetings, con-
ferences, and investigations involving activi-
ties or subject matter under the legislative
assignment of such subcommittee, prior au-
thorization must be obtained from the sub-
committee Chairman and the Chairman.
Such prior authorization shall be given by
the Chairman only upon the representation
by the Chairman of such subcommittee in
writing setting forth those items enumer-
ated in subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of
paragraph (a) and that there has been com-
pliance where applicable with Committee
Rule IV.

(c) TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of travel out-
side the United States of members and staff
of the Committee or subcommittee for the
purpose of conducting hearings, investiga-
tions, studies, or attending meetings and
conferences involving activities or subject
matter under the legislative assignment of
the Committee or pertinent subcommittee,
prior authorization must be obtained from
the Chairman, or, in the case of a sub-
committee from the subcommittee Chairman
and the Chairman. Before such authorization
is given there shall be submitted to the
Chairman, in writing, a request for such au-
thorization. Each request, which shall be
filed in a manner that allows for a reason-
able period of time for review before such
travel is scheduled to begin, shall include the
following:

(A) The purpose of the travel;

(B) The dates during which the travel will
occur;

(C) The names of the countries to be vis-
ited and the length of time to be spent in
each;

(D) An agenda of anticipated activities for
each country for which travel is authorized
together with a description of the purpose to
be served and the areas of Committee juris-
diction involved; and

(E) The names of members and staff for
whom authorization is sought.

(2) INITIATION OF REQUESTS.—Requests for
travel outside the United States may be ini-
tiated by the Chairman or a subcommittee
Chairman (except that individuals may sub-
mit a request to the Chairman for the pur-
pose of attending a conference or meeting)
and shall be limited to members and perma-
nent employees of the Committee.

(d) REPORTS BY MEMBERS AND STAFF.—
Within 15 legislative days from the conclu-
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sion of any hearing, investigation, study,
meeting, or conference for which travel has
been authorized pursuant to this rule, each
member and staff member involved in such
travel shall submit a written report to the
Chairman covering the activities and other
pertinent observations or information gained
as a result of such travel.

(e) APPLICABILITY OF LAWS, RULES, POLI-
CIES.—Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, or regulations of the House and
of the Committees on House Administration
and Ethics pertaining to such travel, and by
the travel policy of the Committee.

RULE XVIII. COMMITTEE PANELS

(a) DESIGNATION.—In accordance with
clause 5(b)(2)(C) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman of the Committee, with
the concurrence of the ranking minority
member, may designate a panel of the Com-
mittee consisting of members of the Com-
mittee to inquire into and take testimony on
a matter or matters that fall within the ju-
risdiction of more than one subcommittee
and to report to the Committee.

(b) DURATION.—No panel designated under
paragraph (a) shall continue in existence for
more than six months after the date of the
designation.

(c) PARTY RATIOS AND APPOINTMENT.—The
ratio of majority members to minority mem-
bers on a panel designated under paragraph
(a) shall be as close as practicable to the
ratio of the Full Committee. All majority
members of the panels shall be appointed by
the Chairman of the Committee, and all mi-
nority members shall be appointed by the
ranking minority member of the Committee.
The Chairman of the Committee shall choose
one of the majority members so appointed to
serve as Chairman of the panel. The ranking
minority member of the Committee shall
similarly choose the ranking minority mem-
ber of the panel.

(d) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The Chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee may serve as ex officio members of a
panel designated under paragraph (a). The
Chairman and minority member are author-
ized to vote on matters that arise before the
panel and shall be counted to satisfy the
quorum requirement for any purpose.

(e) JURISDICTION.—No panel designated
under paragraph (a) shall have legislative ju-
risdiction.

(f) APPLICABILITY OF COMMITTEE RULES.—A
panel designated under paragraph (a) shall be
subject to all Committee Rules herein.

———

ADJOURNMENT

At the conclusion of the inaugural
ceremonies (at 12 o’clock and 57 min-
utes minutes p.m.), the House, without
returning to its Chamber, adjourned
until noon on Tuesday, January 21,
2025, for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-45. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final regulations — Program In-
tegrity and Institutional Quality: Distance
Education and Return of Title IV, HEA
Funds [Docket ED-2024-OPE-0050] (RIN:1840-
AD85 and 1840-AD92) received January 10,
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2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

EC-46. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting a report
on the Developmental Disabilities Programs
for Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 15005; Public Law 106-402, Sec. 105; (114
Stat. 1690); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-47. A letter from the Congressional and
Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of Industry
and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Additions to the Entity List [Docket No.:
241205-0313] (RIN: 0694-AJ96) received January
9, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-48. A letter from the Congressional and
Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of Industry
and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s interim final
rule — Export Administration Regulations:
Revisions to Space-Related Export Controls
[Docket No.: 241004-0264] (RIN: 0694-AJ8T) re-
ceived January 9, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-49. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an update
on execution of previous drawdowns for
Ukraine; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-50. A letter from the Secretary, Board
of Governors, United States Postal Service,
transmitting the Board’s report on postal of-
ficers and employees who received total com-
pensation in calendar year 2024, pursuant to
39 U.S.C. 3686(c); Public Law 109-435, Sec. 506;
(120 Stat. 3237); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-51. A letter from the Acting Director,
Workforce Policy and Innovation, Office of
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s Major final rule — Prevailing Rate
Systems; Change in Criteria for Defining Ap-
propriated Fund Federal Wage System Wage
Areas [Docket ID: OPM-2024-0016] (RIN: 3206-
AO069) received January 15, 2025, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-52. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — 2025 Civil Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustments for Oil, Gas, and
Sulfur Operations in the Outer Continental
Shelf [Docket ID: BOEM-2025-0001] (RIN: 1010-
AE22) received January 13, 2025, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-53. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Marine Equipment on Board
Vessels and Offshore Units or Facilities
[Docket No. USCG-2020-0519] (RIN: 1625-AC76)
received January 9, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-54. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Mariner Credentialing Program
Transformation [Docket No.: USCG-2021-0834]
(RIN: 1625-AC86) received January 9, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.
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EC-55. A letter from the Senior Advisor for
Oversight, Office of Regulation Policy and
Management, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s interim
final rule — Presumptive Service Connection
for Leukemias, Multiple Myelomas,
Myelodysplastic Syndromes, and
Myelofibrosis Due to Exposure to Fine Par-
ticulate Matter (RIN: 2900-AS27) received
January 13, 2025, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

EC-56. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s Major final rule — Guid-
ance on Clean Electricity Low-Income Com-
munities Bonus Credit Amount Program [TD
10025] (RIN: 1545-BR26) received January 15,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

EC-57. A letter from the Regulations Writ-
er (Social Insurance Specialist), Office of
Regulations and Reports Clearance, Social
Security Administration, transmitting the
Department’s Major final rule — Use of Elec-
tronic Payroll Data to Improve Program Ad-
ministration [Docket No.: SSA-2016-0039]
(RIN: 0960-AH88) received January 9, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

EC-58. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions and Disclosure Law, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting The Department’s
Major interim final rule — Agreement Be-
tween the United States of America, the
United Mexican States, and Canada
(USMCA) Implementing Regulations Related
to Textile and Apparel Goods, Automotive
Goods, and Other USMCA Provisions
[USCBP-2024-0017; CBP Dec. 24-18] (RIN: 1685-
AA00) (Formerly RIN: 1515-AE65) received
January 16, 2025, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 557. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a deduction for
certain amounts received as a bonus; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 558. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that certain tips
shall not be subject to income taxes for a pe-
riod of 5 years; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 559. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish an above-the-
line tax deduction for seniors; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 560. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude compensation
from secondary employment for certain tax-
payers from the income tax and payroll
taxes; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 561. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a deduction for
certain overtime payments; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. CASE (for himself, Mr. MOYLAN,
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Ms.
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TITUS, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. GOTTHEIMER,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr. SHER-
MAN):

H.R. 562. A bill to advance a comprehen-
sive, long-term United States strategy and
policy for the Pacific Islands, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and in addition to the Committees on
Natural Resources, and Ways and Means, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. CLOUD (for himself, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of Texas, Mr. HARRIS of North
Carolina, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.
JACKSON of Texas, Mr. BURLISON, Mr.
FULCHER, Mr. PERRY, Mr. FEENSTRA,
Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. ESTES, Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. ROy, Mr.
HUDSON, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. SES-

SIONS, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. CLINE, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.

MASSIE, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. SELF,
Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr. MANN, Mr. GREEN
of Tennessee, Mr. THOMPSON of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. RULLI, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. BosT, Mr. DUNN of
Florida, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mrs. LUNA, Mr. MOORE of West
Virginia, Mr. STRONG, Mr. DONALDS,
Mr. FALLON, Mr. GOODEN, Mr. ROSE,
Mr. HARRIS of Maryland, Ms. TENNEY,
Mr. CLYDE, Mr. OGLES, Ms. HAGEMAN,
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. FRY,
and Mr. BRECHEEN):

H.R. 563. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to discontinue the collection by
the Federal Government of firearm trans-
action records of discontinued firearms busi-
nesses, to require the destruction of such al-
ready collected records, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself and Mr.
MASSIE):

H.R. 564. A bill to repeal the Protecting
Americans from Foreign Adversary Con-
trolled Applications Act; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 565. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to change the residency require-
ments for certain officials serving in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Ms. JA-
CcOBS, Ms. TITUS, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. COSTA,

Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. GARAMENDI, MTr.
SWALWELL, Ms. DEGETTE, and Ms.
SCHRIER):

H.R. 566. A bill to direct the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to
provide grants to air pollution control agen-
cies to implement a cleaner air space pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. SHERRILL (for herself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, and Mrs. HAYES):

H.R. 567. A bill to expand labor representa-
tion on State and local workforce develop-
ment boards, to provide a definition of labor
organization, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Ms. SHERRILL (for herself and Mr.
BACON):

H.R. 568. A bill to provide funding to State
and local law enforcement agencies to com-
bat auto theft and stolen automobile traf-
ficking, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 557.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 558.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 559.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 560.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution.
By Mr. BACON:
H.R. 561.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution.
By Mr. CASE:
H.R. 562.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Section 8 of Article 1 of the Constitution.
By Mr. CLOUD:
H.R. 563.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18
“To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any
Department or Officer thereof.”
By Mr. KHANNA:
H.R. 564.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Ms. NORTON:
H.R. 565.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution
By Mr. PETERS:
H.R. 566.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Ms. SHERRILL:
H.R. 567.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution of the United States of America
By Ms. SHERRILL:
H.R. 568.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution of the United States of America

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 484: Ms. BARRAGAN.
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The Senate met at 4:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, on this Martin Luther
King and Inauguration Day, we thank
You for being our hope for the years to
come. You store up blessings for all
who honor You. If angels must veil
their faces in Your presence, shouldn’t
we mere mortals embrace referential
awe?

Empower our Senators to be strong
and courageous as they make loyalty
to You their highest priority. Lord,
smile on them with Your blessings, for
You are the author and finisher of our
salvation. Grant that our lawmakers
may know what is conducive for Your
glory.

Today, we lift our hearts in ceaseless
praise to You, our strong deliverer.

We pray in Your magnificent Name.
Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BuUDD). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

LAKEN RILEY ACT—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 5, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 5) to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to take into custody
aliens who have been charged in the United
States with theft, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Thune (for Ernst/Grassley) amendment No.
8, to include crimes resulting in death or se-
rious bodily injury to the list of offenses
that, if committed by an inadmissible alien,
require mandatory detention.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
to speak in morning business for 3 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, we have a new President. So I
say congratulations to President
Trump.

As we turn a new page from one ad-
ministration to another, we can put a
contentious campaign and all the nega-
tive rhetoric behind us.

There will be plenty of time for argu-
ments, and those arguments can be
about policy and personalities in the
days and years to come, but today, this
very day, is a day that all Americans
can celebrate in their own way.

With today’s inauguration, there is a
sense of optimism that always comes
with a new President and a rededica-
tion of our republican form of govern-
ment.

Even those who voted another way on
November 5 can take the opportunity
to pause and enjoy the excitement of
their fellow Americans and even allow
themselves to share in some of that op-
timism.

Of course, a new President must as-
semble a Cabinet of people he trusts to
carry out his agenda and do that under
the Constitution with the advice and
consent of the Senate, with the expec-
tation that before the day is out, we
will approve the nomination of Senator
MARcO RUBIO to be our Nation’s 72nd
Secretary of State. I am proud that
today we can do that.

No one in this body can doubt that
MARCO RUBIO is a very intelligent man
with a remarkable understanding of
America’s foreign policy and a very
deep commitment to the American
dream. That dream comes from the
fact that his family has a history that
started with the immigration to the
United States from Cuba and then
watching their former homeland fall
into a communist dictatorship that
still exists to this day. That helps ex-
plain his love for America and his drive
to oppose oppressive, autocratic re-
gimes that threaten freedom.

Even in this time of intense partisan-
ship and intense time of character as-
sassination, I expect Senator RUBIO
will receive an overwhelming vote for
his confirmation. His colleagues know
his talents and his character firsthand.
I expect most, if not all, of my col-
leagues will vote based on what they
have seen with their own eyes rather
than blind partisanship.

I look forward to MARCO RUBIO con-
tinuing his passionate defense of free-
dom in his role as our next Secretary
of State.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S.5

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, last

week, you heard me speak in support of
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the Laken Riley Act, a vote that we
are going to have later this afternoon.
Today, I would like to discuss a related
bill called Sarah’s Law.

Sarah Root was a young woman from
Iowa who had a bright future ahead of
her. Her life was tragically cut short
just 1 day after she graduated from col-
lege with a 4.0 grade point average. She
was Killed when an illegal migrant who
was street racing while heavily drunk
crashed his car into Sarah Root’s while
she was stopped at a red light. In an
outrage of justice, this illegal migrant
was released after his arrest.

Sarah’s Law requires immigration
authorities to detain criminals respon-
sible for a death or serious bodily jury.

Illegal migrants shouldn’t be here in
the first place. Everybody knows that
it is against the law to enter the
United States without our permission.
Even so, if they come here violating
our law, they hurt and kill an Amer-
ican, the Federal Government must
prioritize their detention and deporta-
tion.

The Trump administration has prom-
ised to remove dangerous criminals
who cross our borders illegally. Sarah’s
Law will support these efforts.

I would like to thank my colleague
Senator ERNST for her long and tireless
efforts to get this bill passed. Senator
ERNST first introduced Sarah’s Law al-
most a decade ago, and I was proud to
join as an original cosponsor and
colead this effort. Since then, she has
reintroduced the bill with each new
congressional session.

We haven’t forgotten Sarah Root,
and it is long past time for Congress to
pass this legislation that we have
named after Sarah—Sarah’s Law.

I urge my colleagues to pass the
Laken Riley Act as amended with
Sarah’s Law included.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

60TH INAUGURAL CEREMONY AND CABINET
NOMINATIONS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I want to
offer my warmest congratulations to
President Trump and Vice President
VANCE.

There is a sense of optimism today in
Washington as we turn the page on the
past 4 years, and I am looking forward
to working with President Trump and
Vice President VANCE in the coming
months and years to build a bright new
future for our country.

Our priority here in the Senate for
the next few weeks is getting President
Trump’s nominees confirmed so that he
has the team that he needs in place to
deliver. We have already been hard at
work on that.
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Last week, Senate committees held
hearings on 12 nominees. On Wednes-
day, we held hearings on a total of six
Cabinet nominees—the most Cabinet
confirmation hearings in a single day
since 2001. T am hoping to begin floor
votes imminently.

I am excited to vote to confirm a
longtime colleague, Senator MARCO
RUBIO, as Secretary of State this week
as well as former Congressman and Di-
rector of National Intelligence John
Ratcliffe as head of the CIA. Both of
these men will bring a renewed focus to
restoring American strength, knowing
that the surest guarantee of peace here
at home and in other regions of the
globe as well is a strong and prepared
America. More confirmation votes will
follow, and I will work to have the
President’s Cabinet in place in the very
near future. President Trump and Re-
publicans have been given a mandate
by the American people, and the Presi-
dent needs to have his team in place so
that we lose no time in delivering.

Along with approving President
Trump’s nominees, Republicans are
hard at work on our legislative prior-
ities. Among other things, we are fo-
cused on extending tax relief for Amer-
ican families, lifting burdensome Biden
administration regulations, building up
our military, and securing our border.

The Senate took an initial step on
border security this past week with
consideration of the Laken Riley Act,
which hopefully will pass the Senate
today. This legislation will ensure that
illegal aliens who steal or assault a law
enforcement officer are detained by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
instead of being allowed out on the
streets. I am looking forward to get-
ting this legislation to the President’s
desk.

When I was elected majority leader, I
talked about my commitment to em-
powering Members and restoring the
Senate as a place of discussion and de-
liberation. I think we achieved that
this past week. We have had an ex-
tended debate on the Laken Riley Act,
with multiple amendment votes al-
ready and one more scheduled for this
evening, and we passed Senator COR-
NYN’s amendment with a strong bipar-
tisan margin.

I am grateful to Senator KATIE
BRITT, author of the Laken Riley Act
and manager of the bill, for all her
work and to Senator BUDD for his lead-
ership on these issues, and I am grate-
ful also to Senators CORNYN and ERNST
for their amendments to further
strengthen this legislation.

ISRAEL

Mr. President, before I close, I want
to mention the cease-fire between
Israel and Hamas, agreed to at the end
of last week. This agreement is due in
no small part to the unequivocal mes-
sage President-elect Trump delivered
to Hamas and the world after his elec-
tion and, above all, to Israel’s unwaver-
ing commitment to crippling the ter-
rorist organization that has dedicated
itself to wiping Israel off the map.

January 20, 2025

Thirty-three hostages—women and
children, the injured, and those over 50
years old—will be released during the
first phase of the cease-fire, including
the three hostages who were released
yesterday. The rest of the hostages are
scheduled to be released over the next
two phases of the cease-fire, and the
families and loved ones will continue
to wait in agony until they are safely
home.

It is intolerable that these innocent
individuals have been in the hands of
terrorists for more than 15 months, and
I want to underscore the absolute im-
perative of the return of all hostages as
soon as possible. Hamas should be on
notice that the United States is watch-
ing and that we will not tolerate fur-
ther delays or further aggression.

I want to again offer my warmest
congratulations to President Trump
and to Vice President VANCE. I look
forward to all that we can achieve to-
gether, and I pray that God will bless
their new administration.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-
NEDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

60TH INAUGURAL CEREMONY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, a few
hours ago, beneath the dome of the
U.S. Capitol, with the eyes of the world
upon us, the United States carried out,
yet again, a peaceful transfer of power.
We fulfilled the sacred commandment
handed down to us by the Framers
nearly two and a half centuries ago. We
observed the inauguration of Donald
Trump, the 47th President of the
United States.

I congratulate President Trump. I
congratulate Vice President VANCE.
The prayers of the American people are
with them.

Today, let me also thank one more
time our Nation’s 46th President, Joe
Biden. History will look kindly on
President Biden’s 4 years in office. He
lifted America out of the abyss of cri-
sis. He restored decency and integrity
to the White House. His bold agenda,
made possible by Democrats in Con-
gress and particularly in the Senate,
will stand the test of time.

When Americans drive on better
roads, breathe cleaner air, enjoy good-
paying manufacturing jobs, and save
on prescription drugs, it will be be-
cause of the things we accomplished
under President Biden’s watch. So I
thank President Biden and I thank
Vice President HARRIS for their service
to our Nation.

The peaceful transfer of power is the
defining feature of a free society. It is
what separates nations like the United



January 20, 2025

States from the wastelands of des-
potism and autocracy. As we have seen
recently, the peaceful transfer of power
can never be taken for granted. It re-
quires all sides to accept the will of the
people and affirm the results of the
democratic process, no matter the out-
come.

That is what Democrats firmly be-
lieve in. Democrats believe in the
peaceful transfer of power, and we
showed it today. Democrats are loyal,
above all, to our Constitution and to
our democratic principles, and today
we practiced what we preached: the
democratic transfer of power. I hope
that today’s inauguration shows the
world that the chaos of 4 years ago was
an unfortunate aberration and not the
norm.

It is now time to look to the future.
The challenges that face America are
many and great. The Senate must re-
spond with resolve, bipartisanship, and
fidelity to the working and middle
class of this country. While President
Trump and I often disagree, I stand
ready to work with him and with any-
one, regardless of party, to advance the
Nation’s well-being. The American peo-
ple want us to work together to make
their lives better. Democrats are ready
to do just that. We have been and al-
ways will be.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DAY

Mr. President, finally, today, of
course, is not just Inauguration Day
but Martin Luther King, Jr., Day too.

Today, we remember that the march
of justice may sometimes feel slow and
halting, but if we persist and persist
and persist, then one day we, too, shall
reach the Promised Land.

I like to say that Dr. King hoisted a
giant mirror on his shoulders and, with
his brilliance, his eloquence, and his
faith, he forced America to look into
that mirror. And America didn’t like
what it saw, and that began us on a
real road, a real path to greater equal-
ity, and we still have a long way to go.

But King was an amazing man, and it
is fitting that his holiday is the only
holiday on the calendar named for just
one person. We have Mother’s Day for
the mothers, Father’s Day for the fa-
thers, Presidents Day for the Presi-
dents, Veterans Day for the veterans,
but only one holiday for one man. That
is because Dr. King was so unique and
S0 amazing.

Now, the work of justice—we all
know, and Dr. King taught us—does
not happen overnight. Sometimes
progress rushes forth like a mighty
stream. Other times it may feel as if
progress flows in reverse and moves
backward. Either way, Dr. King’s hope-
ful message is the same: No matter the
odds, we shall overcome.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—AMENDMENT

NO. 90

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I would
ask unanimous consent of the Pre-
siding Officer to set aside the pending
amendment so I may offer my amend-
ment No. 90; that there be up to 15 min-
utes for debate on the amendment; and
that upon the use or yielding back of
time, the Senate vote on the amend-
ment without further intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
any objection?

The Senator from Alabama.

Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, reserving
my right to object, the Laken Riley
Act is a targeted, commonsense, life-
saving bill. This legislation adds
crimes to the mandatory detention
provisions of the INA and uses the ex-
isting framework of the INA.

What this amendment would do is in-
troduce new carve-outs that don’t al-
ready exist.

We have a crisis in this Nation. Our
border has been overrun, and every city
across this country is paying the price.

Today, we return to common sense.
We return to practicality. If you come
here illegally and you commit a crime,
you should not be free to roam the
streets of this Nation. Our children de-
serve better, and that is exactly what
we are giving them today.

My colleague from Colorado speaks
of DACA. Of the 537,000 DACA recipi-
ents in this Nation, there is not one
that is under the age of 17.

And, in fact, of the 537,000 recipients,
there are only 1,000 between the ages of
17 and 20. When you are talking about
other minors across this Nation, some
of which may be here illegally, we are
seeing the cost to them right now.

Look no further than what is hap-
pening in New York. We have teen mi-
grant gangs running rampant, where
you have minors as young as 11 being
involved in the theft and burglary
rings.

What do you think you do if you
carve out a certain set of minors? Do
you think you make them more safe
from the people looking to do them
harm? Do you think the drug cartels,
all of a sudden, say: Hey, I am going to
leave them alone.

No, that is not what happens. What
happens is each and every one of those
kids becomes a greater target. They be-
come more vulnerable to become a
mule to do the work of the drug cartels
and the human traffickers.

Again, now is the time to return to
common sense. Now is the time to re-
turn to law and order. We are a proud
nation of immigrants. We are also a na-
tion of laws, and the lawlessness ends
today.

I could not be more proud of those
who are choosing