S300

It is therefore very disappointing
that President Trump, in an executive
order on his first day in office, redesig-
nated Cuba as a State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism. He was once again pressured to
do so, as he was during his first term,
by the same vocal minority who be-
lieve that by making the lives of the
Cuban people as miserable as possible
they will topple the government.

By doing so President Trump has
made a mockery of the list of states
that do sponsor international ter-
rorism, like Iran and North Korea. It is
not a list of pariah countries. It is not
a list of countries whose governments
violate human rights. Under the law, it
is not even a list of countries that sup-
port domestic terrorism. Cuba does not
belong on the list of State Sponsors of
Terrorism, and by relisting Cuba, the
President has ignored the law.

—————
JUAN LOPEZ

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, 4 months
ago I made a statement about the mur-
der of Honduran indigenous environ-
mental defender and anti-corruption
activist Juan Lopez, on September 14,
2024, who at that time was the latest
victim of an ongoing epidemic of vigi-
lante violence in that country.

As I mentioned then, my office, like
others in Congress, had received re-
ports of recurring threats, attacks, ar-
bitrary arrests, and assassinations of
members of the Guapinol, Tocoa, and
other communities in the Bajo Aguan
region of Honduras. The crimes were
intended to silence those who opposed
the Los Pinares open-pit iron oxide
mine and the Ecotek Thermoelectric
Project in an indigenous reserve which
threaten their livelihoods and the re-
gion’s environment, and who chal-
lenged the companies and corrupt offi-
cials who profit from those projects.

Mr. Lopez, a winner of the Letelier-
Moffitt Human Rights Award in 2019,
had been a victim of wrongful impris-
onment, false prosecution, and had spo-
ken out against corrupt officials in
Tocoa.

His assassination was the latest in a
pattern of similar killings that have
not resulted in justice. Of the six other
assassinations of members of the
Guapinol water defenders, no one has
been prosecuted or punished, nor for
the murders of scores of other social
activists, journalists, and human
rights defenders in Honduras.

Last September, I urged the fol-
lowing steps to be taken immediately:
Convene an international commission
of experts to support the Honduran
prosecutor’s investigation, to ensure
the investigation is credible, thorough,
and impartial; Provide protection for
human rights defenders at risk in the
Bajo Aguan region; and investigate the
abuses and corruption denounced by
Juan Lopez and the pattern of violence
against the Guapinol defenders.

In the months since Mr. Lopez was
killed, the Honduran Government has
said that it detained three people who
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were responsible. That is encouraging.
But government officials believe that
the person who ordered the killing is
still at large. Also, according to press
reports, Honduran prosecutors for-
mally accused company leaders and
local government officials connected to
the mine of illegally exploiting re-
sources, abusing authority, and ‘‘envi-
ronmental crimes’ for mining in the
indigenous reserve. Yet people living in
the area say the mining hasn’t stopped.

After the assassination in May 2016 of
Berta Caceres, another Honduran in-
digenous leader who led protests
against the construction of a hydro-
electric dam and won the prestigious
Goldman Environmental Prize, inter-
national pressure pushed the Honduran
Government to arrest and prosecute
one of the top officials of the construc-
tion company. But he is challenging
his conviction, and it is widely believed
that there may be others who were re-
sponsible and have not been charged.

Before and after her election in 2021,
Honduran President Xiomara Castro
pledged to combat corruption and im-
punity, including partnering with the
United Nations to establish an inter-
national commission for this purpose.
Her term ends in November 2025, when
a new President will be elected in Hon-
duras, yet there has been minimal
progress toward establishing the prom-
ised commission. Corruption and impu-
nity remain deeply entrenched in the
Honduran public and private sectors.

Not only do those of us who care
about justice in Honduras want to see
all those responsible for the murders of
Berta Caceres, Juan Lopez, and the
other land and water defenders pros-
ecuted and punished, we also want to
be able to support a new Honduran
commission against corruption and im-
punity. That would be a crucial, tan-
gible way for President Castro to dem-
onstrate that she not only replaced
Juan Orlando Hernandez, her prede-
cessor who was sentenced to 45 years in
a U.S. prison for cocaine and weapons
trafficking, but she also dismantled the
criminal enterprise that enriched him,
his brother, and their cronies. Other-
wise, the Honduran people will con-
tinue to suffer from the spiraling pov-
erty and violence and bear the costs
and consequences of the complicity of
yet another corrupt government in un-
dermining the rule of law.

As I said last September, the people
of the Bajo Aguan should not have to
live in fear that powerful companies
and corrupt officials will steal their
land, pollute their rivers, and murder
courageous leaders like Juan Lopez and
Berta Caceres for peacefully defending
the natural resources that are right-
fully theirs.
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RECOGNIZING THE 2025 ARKANSAS
AGRICULTURE HALL OF FAME
INDUCTEES

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate the newest in-
ductees into the Arkansas Agriculture
Hall of Fame for their efforts to carry
on the Natural State’s deep-rooted
farming culture and the leadership
each has demonstrated in their respec-
tive communities.

Arkansas’ outsized impact on Amer-
ican agriculture is well-documented.
That prominent role is largely the re-
sult of the hard work and expertise
among our farmers, ranchers, and for-
esters, as well as entrepreneurs, sci-
entists, educators, and all those who
power our State’s largest industry.
Their dedication has continued to
strengthen Arkansas agriculture even
amid the tremendous challenges facing
rural America and farming commu-
nities across the country right now.

This year’s inductees represent indi-
viduals who support the agriculture
community in different capacities.

Aubrey Blackmon of Houston, AR,
grew his farm from one cow and calf to
over 350 cattle at its peak. He has been
involved with the Arkansas Cattle-
men’s Association for over 50 years and
is known as the cattlemen’s historian.
After receiving the association’s life-
time achievement award in 2023, it was
renamed the ‘“‘Aubrey Blackmon Life-
time Service Achievement Award.”

Carl Brothers from Stuttgart has
made significant contributions to Ar-
kansas’ rice production industry, in-
cluding through policy efforts to create
USDA marketing loans for rice farm-
ers. His leadership at Riceland Foods
over five decades helped it grow into
the world’s largest rice miller.

Over the course of three decades,
Chuck Culver of Fayetteville served
with the University of Arkansas Divi-
sion of Agriculture and championed re-
search to bolster farmers’ ability to
produce a safe, affordable, and abun-
dant food supply. Culver also helped
lead the establishment of the Dale
Bumpers National Rice Research Cen-
ter, as well as the Arkansas Children’s
Nutrition Center in Little Rock and
the National Agricultural Law Center
in Fayetteville.

Mike Freeze of Little Rock has been
a longtime champion of the aqua-
culture industry. Keo Fish Farms has
been a catalyst for innovation in the
industry under Mike’s direction. He
has advocated for fish farmers before
the U.S. House of Representatives Ag-
riculture Committee and served as
president of the Arkansas chapter of
the American Fisheries Society. Freeze
was also appointed to the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission and went
on to serve as its chairman.

Albion, AR, resident Jack Reaper
was a World War II veteran who built a
diverse and commercially successful
farming operation that included broil-
ers and eggs, as well as beef cattle and
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