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the dome of St. Paul’s, written in 
Latin, is an inscription. It says: ‘‘If you 
seek his memorial—look around you.’’ 

Daniel Levin was a visionary real es-
tate developer, civic leader, and gen-
erous philanthropist who loved Chi-
cago, its neighborhoods, and its people. 
Sadly, he died earlier this month. 

There is no monument to Dan Levin, 
either. But if you want to see what he 
meant to Chicago—and what Chicago 
meant to him—just look around our 
great city. 

Over half a century, Dan Levin’s real 
estate development and management 
company, the Habitat Company, built 
structures that redefined Chicago’s 
skyline. 

Drive into Chicago on the Kennedy 
Expressway and you will see the Presi-
dential Towers, four soaring sky-
scrapers of upscale condos and apart-
ments in the West Loop. 

Take a cruise along the Chicago 
River and you will pass the East Bank 
Club, one of the finest health and fit-
ness clubs anywhere in America. 

Follow the river to where it meets 
Lake Michigan and you will come to 
Cityfront Plaza, another tower of 
apartments and condos surrounded by 
a bucolic green oasis of a park. 

He created other landmark buildings 
including South Commons, Columbus 
Plaza, ONE333, and many others. 

But Dan Levin didn’t build and man-
age only luxury properties. His faith in 
Chicago’s people and their extraor-
dinary potential led to Habitat’s cre-
ation of nearly 25,000 rental housing 
units for people of all incomes. 

His ‘‘North Star,’’ his family says, 
was his belief that all people deserve to 
live in a home and a neighborhood they 
can he proud of. 

He described his business philosophy 
this way: ‘‘No project is only an invest-
ment in real estate. It is an investment 
in the future of the community and the 
lives of the people who live and work 
there.’’ 

His confidence and his love for Chi-
cago led him to take risks and to in-
vest in parts of the city that others 
overlooked. And time after time, those 
risks paid off. His buildings attracted 
other new investments that trans-
formed once blighted areas into vibrant 
neighborhoods. 

Dan had a rare gift to see potential 
where others saw only problems. The 
Presidential Towers, for example, 
stand on what was once Chicago’s Skid 
Row. The East Bank Club was built on 
the site of an abandoned railroad yard. 
In a once-gritty neighborhood that 
many Chicagoans feared to drive 
through even during the day, Dan cre-
ated a world-class fitness club and an 
outstanding restaurant, where he loved 
to host Seders every Passover. You 
never knew who you would see at the 
East Bank Club. You might find your-
self in a Pilates class with Oprah when 
she was member. Years ago, Dan be-
came friends with a young law pro-
fessor from the University of Chicago 
who used to come to the club to play 

basketball. That young hoopster-pro-
fessor went on to become President of 
the United States, Barack Obama. 

Dan Levin was a ‘‘social entre-
preneur’’ decades before anyone had 
ever heard that term. He believed that 
he could make money and do good, and 
that is exactly what he did for 50 years. 
He almost certainly would have made 
more money if he had concentrated ex-
clusively on upscale buildings. But Dan 
Levin wasn’t in business to make a 
killing; he wanted to make commu-
nities. 

Probably his biggest professional 
challenge came in 1987 when a Federal 
judge appointed the Habitat Company 
to serve as a receiver for the then- 
bankrupt and badly mismanaged Chi-
cago Housing Authority. The job was 
massive: Manage all of Chicago’s public 
housing, except senior housing, and 
rehab or replace thousands of dilapi-
dated housing units. The receivership 
lasted 23 years—23 years. By the time 
it ended, hundreds of blighted apart-
ment buildings across the city had 
been torn down, including highrises 
that had become towers of poverty. 
With Dan as chairman and Valerie 
Jarrett as the company’s CEO, Habitat 
replaced the highrises with town-
houses, and replaced concrete with 
green spaces. All told, the company 
built or rehabbed 4,000 units of public 
housing. Many developers might have 
been intimidated by such a massive un-
dertaking. But Dan Levin saw it as a 
civic responsibility and a chance to 
give back to a city that had given him 
so much. 

You see, Dan wasn’t born in Chicago. 
He was born and grew up in Detroit, 
the grandson of Jewish Ukrainian im-
migrants. His father was a judge. One 
of his brothers became a Federal judge, 
and another became a justice on the 
Michigan Supreme Court. And two of 
his cousins, whom he thought of al-
most like his brothers, became distin-
guished Members of Congress, Senator 
Carl Levin and Representative Sander 
Levin. 

Dan assumed he would follow in the 
family footsteps. He graduated from 
the University of Chicago law school 
and went to work as legal counsel for a 
Detroit real estate developer that con-
structed many buildings and homes de-
signed by Mies van der Rohe, one of the 
giants of 20th century architecture. In 
1960, the founder of that company, 
Dan’s mentor, died in a plane crash. 
Dan stepped in to finish the project his 
boss had been overseeing, another van 
der Rohe building—and he discovered 
that he loved creating buildings. So he 
left the law and became a developer. A 
short time later, he moved to Chicago, 
the birthplace of skyscrapers and other 
architectural marvels. His buildings 
now stand shoulder to shoulder with 
some of the great architecture of the 
20th and 21st centuries. 

In addition to his work, Dan loved 
classical music. He was a devoted sup-
porter and board member of WFMT, 
Chicago’s classical music station. He 

was also a trustee of WTTW Public Tel-
evision, vice chairman of the Environ-
mental Law and Policy Center, and a 
generous supporter of the Reconstruc-
tionist Rabbinical College and the Har-
ris School of Public Policy at his alma 
mater, the University of Illinois. 

He was kind, modest, and generous 
with a happy spirit and a twinkle in his 
eye. He was equally at ease speaking 
with Uber drivers as with Presidents. 

He was devoted to his family: his son 
Josh Levin; his daughters Jil Deheeger 
and Betsy Bernardaud; and their 
spouses; his 11 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren; and his step-chil-
dren Alyssa Rapp and Jeffrey Rapp. 
Most of all, he adored his wife and 
partner, former Ambassador Fay 
Hartog-Levin. The only time they were 
separated was when Fay served as U.S. 
Ambassador to the Netherlands, and 
even then, Dan crossed the ocean many 
times to be by her side. 

Loretta and I offer our deep condo-
lences to Fay and all of Dan’s family in 
this sad time. 

Daniel Levin was a good man, a vi-
sionary leader, and a true mensch. Lo-
retta and I and the people of Chicago 
will miss him. But, as I said, if we want 
to see his legacy, all we have to do is 
look around. We are a better city be-
cause Dan Levin lived among us. 

f 

U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, I ask unanimous consent to 
have the following printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE COMMITTEE ON 
BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

[Amended February 11, 2021] 
RULE 1.—REGULAR MEETING DATE FOR 

COMMITTEE 
The regular meeting day for the Com-

mittee to transact its business shall be the 
last Tuesday in each month that the Senate 
is in Session; except that if the Committee 
has met at any time during the month prior 
to the last Tuesday of the month, the regular 
meeting of the Committee may be canceled 
at the discretion of the Chairman. 

RULE 2.—COMMITTEE 
[a] Investigations.—No investigation shall 

be initiated by the Committee unless the 
Senate, or the full Committee, or the Chair-
man and Ranking Member have specifically 
authorized such investigation. 

[b] Hearings.—No hearing of the Com-
mittee shall be scheduled outside the Dis-
trict of Columbia except by agreement be-
tween the Chairman of the Committee and 
the Ranking Member of the Committee or by 
a majority vote of the Committee. 

[c] Confidential testimony.—No confiden-
tial testimony taken or confidential mate-
rial presented at an executive session of the 
Committee or any report of the proceedings 
of such executive session shall be made pub-
lic either in whole or in part or by way of 
summary, unless specifically authorized by 
the Chairman of the Committee and the 
Ranking Member of the Committee or by a 
majority vote of the Committee. 
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[d] Interrogation of witnesses.—Committee 

interrogation of a witness shall be conducted 
only by members of the Committee or such 
professional staff as is authorized by the 
Chairman or the Ranking Member of the 
Committee. 

[e] Prior notice of markup sessions.—No 
session of the Committee or a Subcommittee 
for marking up any measure shall be held 
unless [1] each member of the Committee or 
the Subcommittee, as the case may be, has 
been notified in writing via electronic mail 
or paper mail of the date, time, and place of 
such session and has been furnished a copy of 
the measure to be considered, in a searchable 
electronic format, at least 3 business days 
prior to the commencement of such session, 
or [2] the Chairman of the Committee or 
Subcommittee determines that exigent cir-
cumstances exist requiring that the session 
be held sooner. 

[f] Prior notice of first degree amend-
ments.—It shall not be in order for the Com-
mittee or a Subcommittee to consider any 
amendment in the first degree proposed to 
any measure under consideration by the 
Committee or Subcommittee unless fifty 
written copies of such amendment have been 
delivered to the office of the Committee at 
least 2 business days prior to the meeting. It 
shall be in order, without prior notice, for a 
Senator to offer a motion to strike a single 
section of any measure under consideration. 
Such a motion to strike a section of the 
measure under consideration by the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee shall not be amend-
able. This section may be waived by a major-
ity of the members of the Committee or Sub-
committee voting, or by agreement of the 
Chairman and Ranking Member. This sub-
section shall apply only when the conditions 
of subsection [e][1] have been met. 

[g] Cordon rule.—Whenever a bill or joint 
resolution repealing or amending any stat-
ute or part thereof shall be before the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee, from initial consid-
eration in hearings through final consider-
ation, the Clerk shall place before each 
member of the Committee or Subcommittee 
a print of the statute or the part or section 
thereof to be amended or repealed showing 
by stricken-through type, the part or parts 
to be omitted, and in italics, the matter pro-
posed to be added. In addition, whenever a 
member of the Committee or Subcommittee 
offers an amendment to a bill or joint resolu-
tion under consideration, those amendments 
shall be presented to the Committee or Sub-
committee in a like form, showing by typo-
graphical devices the effect of the proposed 
amendment on existing law. The require-
ments of this subsection may be waived 
when, in the opinion of the Committee or 
Subcommittee Chairman, it is necessary to 
expedite the business of the Committee or 
Subcommittee. 

RULE 3.—SUBCOMMITTEES 
[a] Authorization for.—A Subcommittee of 

the Committee may be authorized only by 
the action of a majority of the Committee. 

[b] Membership.—No member may be a 
member of more than three Subcommittees 
and no member may chair more than one 
Subcommittee. No member will receive as-
signment to a second Subcommittee until, in 
order of seniority, all members of the Com-
mittee have chosen assignments to one Sub-
committee, and no member shall receive as-
signment to a third Subcommittee until, in 
order of seniority, all members have chosen 
assignments to two Subcommittees. 

[c] Investigations.—No investigation shall 
be initiated by a Subcommittee unless the 
Senate or the full Committee has specifi-
cally authorized such investigation. 

[d] Hearings.—No hearing of a Sub-
committee shall be scheduled outside the 

District of Columbia without prior consulta-
tion with the Chairman and then only by 
agreement between the Chairman of the Sub-
committee and the Ranking Member of the 
Subcommittee or by a majority vote of the 
Subcommittee. 

[e] Confidential testimony.—No confiden-
tial testimony taken or confidential mate-
rial presented at an executive session of the 
Subcommittee or any report of the pro-
ceedings of such executive session shall be 
made public, either in whole or in part or by 
way of summary, unless specifically author-
ized by the Chairman of the Subcommittee 
and the Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee, or by a majority vote of the Sub-
committee. 

[f] Interrogation of witnesses.—Sub-
committee interrogation of a witness shall 
be conducted only by members of the Sub-
committee or such professional staff as is au-
thorized by the Chairman or the Ranking 
Member of the Subcommittee. 

[g] Special meetings.—If at least three 
members of a Subcommittee desire that a 
special meeting of the Subcommittee be 
called by the Chairman of the Sub-
committee, those members may file in the 
offices of the Committee their written re-
quest to the Chairman of the Subcommittee 
for that special meeting. Immediately upon 
the filing of the request, the Clerk of the 
Committee shall notify the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee of the filing of the request. If, 
within 3 calendar days after the filing of the 
request, the Chairman of the Subcommittee 
does not call the requested special meeting, 
to be held within 7 calendar days after the 
filing of the request, a majority of the mem-
bers of the Subcommittee may file in the of-
fices of the Committee their written notice 
that a special meeting of the Subcommittee 
will be held, specifying the date and hour of 
that special meeting. The Subcommittee 
shall meet on that date and hour. Imme-
diately upon the filing of the notice, the 
Clerk of the Committee shall notify all 
members of the Subcommittee that such spe-
cial meeting will be held and inform them of 
its date and hour. If the Chairman of the 
Subcommittee is not present at any regular 
or special meeting of the Subcommittee, the 
Ranking Member of the majority party on 
the Subcommittee who is present shall pre-
side at that meeting. 

[h] Voting.—No measure or matter shall be 
recommended from a Subcommittee to the 
Committee unless a majority of the Sub-
committee are actually present. The vote of 
the Subcommittee to recommend a measure 
or matter to the Committee shall require the 
concurrence of a majority of the members of 
the Subcommittee voting. On Subcommittee 
matters other than a vote to recommend a 
measure or matter to the Committee no 
record vote shall be taken unless a majority 
of the Subcommittee is actually present. 
Any absent member of a Subcommittee may 
affirmatively request that his or her vote to 
recommend a measure or matter to the Com-
mittee or his vote on any such other matters 
on which a record vote is taken, be cast by 
proxy. The proxy shall be in writing and 
shall be sufficiently clear to identify the 
subject matter and to inform the Sub-
committee as to how the member wishes his 
or her vote to be recorded thereon. By writ-
ten notice to the Chairman of the Sub-
committee any time before the record vote 
on the measure or matter concerned is 
taken, the member may withdraw a proxy 
previously given. All proxies shall be kept in 
the files of the Committee. 

RULE 4.—WITNESSES 
[a] Filing of statements.—Any witness ap-

pearing before the Committee or Sub-
committee [including any witness rep-

resenting a Government agency] must file 
with the Committee or Subcommittee [24 
hours preceding his or her appearance] 30 
copies of his or her statement to the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee, and the statement 
must include a brief summary of the testi-
mony. In the event that the witness fails to 
file a written statement and brief summary 
in accordance with this rule, the Chairman 
of the Committee or Subcommittee has the 
discretion to deny the witness the privilege 
of testifying before the Committee or Sub-
committee until the witness has properly 
complied with the rule. 

[b] Length of statements.—Written state-
ments properly filed with the Committee or 
Subcommittee may be as lengthy as the wit-
ness desires and may contain such docu-
ments or other addenda as the witness feels 
is necessary to present properly his or her 
views to the Committee or Subcommittee. 
The brief summary included in the state-
ment must be no more than 3 pages long. It 
shall be left to the discretion of the Chair-
man of the Committee or Subcommittee as 
to what portion of the documents presented 
to the Committee or Subcommittee shall be 
published in the printed transcript of the 
hearings. 

[c] Five-minute duration. Oral statements 
of witnesses shall be based upon their filed 
statements but shall be limited to 5 minutes 
duration. This period may be limited or ex-
tended at the discretion of the Chairman pre-
siding at the hearings. 

[d] Subpoena of witnesses.—Witnesses may 
be subpoenaed by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or a Subcommittee with the agree-
ment of the Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee or by a majority 
vote of the Committee or Subcommittee. 

[e] Counsel permitted.—Any witness sub-
poenaed by the Committee or Subcommittee 
to a public or executive hearing may be ac-
companied by counsel of his or her own 
choosing who shall be permitted, while the 
witness is testifying, to advise him or her of 
his or her legal rights. 

[f] Expenses of witnesses.—No witness shall 
be reimbursed for his or her appearance at a 
public or executive hearing before the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee unless such reim-
bursement is agreed to by the Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the Committee. 

[g] Limits of questions.—Questioning of a 
witness by members shall be limited to 5 
minutes duration. Members may be per-
mitted further questions of the witness after 
all members have been given an opportunity 
to question the witness. 

Additional opportunity to question a wit-
ness shall be limited to a duration of 5 min-
utes until all members have been given the 
opportunity to question the witness for a 
second time. This 5-minute period per mem-
ber will be continued until all members have 
exhausted their questions of the witness. 

After a witness has completed his or her 
testimony before the Committee or Sub-
committee, members may submit questions 
in writing to the Clerk for the record, which 
shall be due to the Clerk by a date deter-
mined by the Chairman, in consultation with 
the Ranking Member, but such due date 
shall be no later than 7 calendar days after 
the witness’s appearance before the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee. Any such witness 
shall respond in writing to any such written 
question for the record no later than 45 cal-
endar days after the witness’s date of appear-
ance before the Committee or Sub-
committee. For nominees before the Com-
mittee, the Chairman shall, in consultation 
with the Ranking Member, determine the 
time periods for the submission of member 
questions and the receipt of responses from 
nominees. 
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RULE 5.—VOTING 

[a] Vote to report a measure or matter.— 
No measure or matter shall be reported from 
the Committee unless a majority of the 
Committee is actually present. The vote of 
the Committee to report a measure or mat-
ter shall require the concurrence of a major-
ity of the members of the Committee who 
are present. 

Any absent member may affirmatively re-
quest that his or her vote to report a matter 
be cast by proxy. The proxy shall be suffi-
ciently clear to identify the subject matter, 
and to inform the Committee as to how the 
member wishes his vote to be recorded there-
on. By written notice to the Chairman any 
time before the record vote on the measure 
or matter concerned is taken, any member 
may withdraw a proxy previously given. All 
proxies shall be kept in the files of the Com-
mittee, along with the record of the rollcall 
vote of the members present and voting, as 
an official record of the vote on the measure 
or matter. 

[b] Vote on matters other than to report a 
measure or matter. On Committee matters 
other than a vote to report a measure or 
matter, no record vote shall be taken unless 
a majority of the Committee are actually 
present. On any such other matter, a mem-
ber of the Committee may request that his 
or her vote may be cast by proxy. The proxy 
shall be in writing and shall be sufficiently 
clear to identify the subject matter, and to 
inform the Committee as to how the member 
wishes his or her vote to be recorded there-
on. By written notice to the Chairman any 
time before the vote on such other matter is 
taken, the member may withdraw a proxy 
previously given. All proxies relating to such 
other matters shall be kept in the files of the 
Committee. 

RULE 6.—QUORUM 
No executive session of the Committee or a 

Subcommittee shall be called to order unless 
a majority of the Committee or Sub-
committee, as the case may be, are actually 
present. Unless the Committee otherwise 
provides or is required by the Rules of the 
Senate, one member shall constitute a 
quorum for the receipt of evidence, the 
swearing in of witnesses, and the taking of 
testimony. 

RULE 7.—STAFF PRESENT ON DAIS 
Only members and the Clerk of the Com-

mittee shall be permitted on the dais during 
public or executive hearings, except that a 
member may have one staff person accom-
pany him or her during such public or execu-
tive hearing on the dais. If a member desires 
a second staff person to accompany him or 
her on the dais he or she must make a re-
quest to the Chairman for that purpose. 

RULE 8.—COINAGE LEGISLATION 
At least 67 Senators must cosponsor any 

gold medal or commemorative coin bill or 
resolution before consideration by the Com-
mittee. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE STANDING RULES OF THE 
SENATE 

Rule XXV, Standing Committees 
1. The following standing committees shall 

be appointed at the commencement of each 
Congress, and shall continue and have the 
power to act until their successors are ap-
pointed, with leave to report by bill or other-
wise on matters within their respective ju-
risdictions: 

* * * * * 
[d][1] Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs, to which committee shall be 
referred all proposed legislation, messages, 
petitions, memorials, and other matters re-
lating to the following subjects: 

1. Banks, banking, and financial institu-
tions. 

2. Control of prices of commodities, rents, 
and services. 

3. Deposit insurance. 
4. Economic stabilization and defense pro-

duction. 
5. Export and foreign trade promotion. 
6. Export controls. 
7. Federal monetary policy, including Fed-

eral Reserve System. 
8. Financial aid to commerce and industry. 
9. Issuance and redemption of notes. 
10. Money and credit, including currency 

and coinage. 
11. Nursing home construction. 
12. Public and private housing [including 

veterans’ housing]. 
13. Renegotiation of Government con-

tracts. 
14. Urban development and urban mass 

transit. 
[2] Such committee shall also study and re-

view, on a comprehensive basis, matters re-
lating to international economic policy as it 
affects United States monetary affairs, cred-
it, and financial institutions; economic 
growth, urban affairs, and credit, and report 
thereon from time to time. 

COMMITTEE PROCEDURES FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
NOMINEES 

Procedures formally adopted by the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs, February 11, 2021, establish a 
uniform questionnaire for all Presidential 
nominees whose confirmation hearings come 
before this Committee. 

In addition, the procedures establish that: 
[1] A confirmation hearing shall normally 

be held at least 5 days after receipt of the 
completed questionnaire by the Committee 
unless waived by a majority vote of the Com-
mittee. 

[2] The Committee shall vote on the con-
firmation not less than 24 hours after the 
Committee has received transcripts of the 
hearing unless waived by unanimous con-
sent. 

[3] All nominees routinely shall testify 
under oath at their confirmation hearings. 

This questionnaire shall be made a part of 
the public record except for financial and 
other personal information, which shall be 
kept confidential as indicated on the ques-
tionnaire. 

Nominees are requested to answer all ques-
tions, and to add additional pages where nec-
essary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MARY FRANCES 
EARLY LECTURE SERIES AND 
THE 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MARY FRANCIS EARLY COLLEGE 
OF EDUCATION 

Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to Ms. Mary Frances 
Early for the 25th anniversary of the 
Mary Frances Early lecture series at 
the University of Georgia and the 5th 
anniversary of the naming of the Uni-
versity of Georgia’s College of Edu-
cation in her honor. 

Hailing from Atlanta, GA, where she 
was born and raised, Mary Frances 
Early played an invaluable role in sup-
porting music education in Georgia and 
the desegregation of Georgia univer-
sities. After earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in music education from Clark 
College—now Clark Atlanta Univer-
sity—in 1957, Ms. Early began her ca-
reer with Atlanta Public Schools as a 
music teacher. While teaching, she 
worked to expand access to music edu-

cation for all students. In 1961, Ms. 
Early enrolled at the University of 
Georgia, helping to desegregate the 
graduate school. In 1962, Mary Frances 
Early made history when she became 
the first African-American to graduate 
from the University of Georgia, earn-
ing her master’s degree in music edu-
cation. 

As her career continued, Mary 
Frances Early became the first Black 
president of the Georgia Music Edu-
cators Association, where she traveled 
the State to support music organiza-
tions and advocate for music edu-
cation. After dedicating 37 years to 
public music education, she later 
taught at Morehouse College and 
Spelman College and served as head of 
the music department at Clark Atlanta 
University. 

Ms. Early was also instrumental in 
creating the Atlanta Symphony Or-
chestra Talent Development Program, 
a first of its kind program designed to 
identify, mentor, and develop middle 
and high school Atlanta musicians 
from underrepresented groups for ca-
reers as professional classical musi-
cians. 

In addition to these many accom-
plishments, the University of Georgia 
has honored Ms. Early’s legacy by 
awarding her with the President’s 
Medal in 2018, an endowed professor-
ship, and two scholarships. 

On the 25th anniversary of the Mary 
Frances Early lecture series at the 
University of Georgia and the 5th anni-
versary of the naming of the Univer-
sity of Georgia’s College of Education 
in her honor, I would like to thank Ms. 
Mary Frances Early for her tremen-
dous contributions to music education 
and her lasting impact as a trailblazer 
for civil rights, inspiring generations of 
students, schools, and communities 
across our Nation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE 40-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NATIONAL 
COWBOY POETRY GATHERING 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
today I rise to recognize the 40-year an-
niversary of the National Cowboy Po-
etry Gathering. ‘‘The Gathering’’ is a 
weeklong coming-together of people 
rooted in the poetry, music, and arts of 
cowboy country that takes place every 
year in the high-desert cowboy town of 
Elko, NV. The week of January 27 to 
February 1, 2025, marks the 40th anni-
versary of this celebration. 

Cowboys are often seen as a symbol 
of the American West. Though popular 
media has influenced the perception of 
this symbol as a grizzled figure on the 
range, cowboys represent the modern 
resilience of the West. They continue 
to adapt to their current cir-
cumstances, and since the 19th cen-
tury, cowboy poetry has played an im-
portant role in sharing, remembering, 
and expressing the social, environ-
mental, and political changes the West 
has experienced. 
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