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Development. But I am more thankful 
that we have a President making good 
decisions to put America back on the 
right track. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, I 

would like to say I look forward to 
Texas and South Carolina running for 
No. 2 to be the best barbecue in the 
country, with Alabama being a clear 
No. 1. 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Will 
the Senator yield? 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. I will yield. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. It 

sounded like you were suggesting that 
there was a place on the planet that 
has better barbecue than South Caro-
lina. I know my ears mistook the 
words coming out of your mouth. I 
know you are a fine coach, Coach, but 
we both know we can’t lie to the pub-
lic. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Will the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. The 
Senator will yield. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Your neighbor to 
the southwest has been recognized as 
the No. 1 barbecue in the United States 
by many, many authorities, so I think 
we probably could leave it at that. 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Will 
you yield? 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. I will. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Thank 

you, Coach. 
I will just simply say that although 

there are many, many people living in 
Alabama coming to the conclusion—it 
makes total sense to me. Alabama is a 
fine State. You guys produce national 
championships, and you know some-
thing about that. Of course, the home 
of barbecue, the beginning place of bar-
becue and sweet tea is South Carolina. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Will the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Yes, 
sir. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. That sounds like 
a challenge. 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. We 
will have a taste test. 

NATIONAL WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SPORTS DAY 
Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, 

November 5, 2024, that is the day that 
the American people sent shock waves 
to the swamp in DC when they over-
whelmingly reelected Donald John 
Trump as President of these United 
States of America. And 77 million 
Americans didn’t just deliver a man-
date for President Trump, they also 
wanted his ‘‘America First’’ agenda. 

I come to the floor today to remind 
my Senate Republican colleagues that 
a critical part of the ‘‘America First’’ 
agenda includes prioritizing the safety 
of our women and girls in sports and 
protecting their privacy in bathrooms 
and locker rooms. 

I am here to call for a vote on my 
legislation, S. 9, the Protection of 
Women and Girls in Sports Act, that 
would save title IX and save women’s 
sports. 

Today is National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day. That is today. To cele-
brate, President Trump will sign an 
Executive order this afternoon in the 
White House ending Democrats’ inten-
tional destruction of title IX and sav-
ing women’s sports. I am very thankful 
for his leadership on this. 

President Trump’s Executive order 
will make sure women’s sports are pro-
tected for at least the next 4 years. 
But, unfortunately, Executive orders 
can be reversed. 

Congress needs to act on this to 
make sure the next Democrat adminis-
tration, whenever it is, can’t take the 
same steps to destroy title IX that the 
Biden administration took. 

For the past 4 years, the Biden ad-
ministration waged an all-out assault 
on gender. Since the beginning of time, 
people have agreed that sex is assigned 
at birth and determined by God. But 
under the Biden administration, you 
had people claiming that men can get 
pregnant. Here on this floor, I heard 
that. Pure insanity. 

But it didn’t stop there. They weren’t 
content to just erase gender norms 
that have been accepted for thousands 
and thousands of years. No, they want-
ed to allow transgender men to partici-
pate against women and girls in sports. 

This has been happening in schools 
all across the country. Young women 
have been forced to compete against 
men and even share locker rooms and 
showers. On top of that, your taxpayer 
dollars are paying for this nonsense. 

Over the past several years under the 
Joe Biden administration, 900 women’s 
medals have gone to men—900. That is 
absolutely wrong. 

This one is personal for me. My first 
coaching job was in women’s basket-
ball years ago. Title IX was just start-
ing to be implemented when I took 
that first job. I saw firsthand the im-
mediate difference it made. 

Before title IX, at a lot of schools, 
college women’s athletics didn’t really 
exist. Back then, there were more than 
10 times as many male athletes in col-
lege as female athletes. After title IX, 
that quickly changed. For the first 
time, the young women I coached had 
equal access to facilities, resources, 
and competition. 

I saw these hard-working young 
women go on to earn college scholar-
ships, start careers, and become leaders 
of our country. I still keep in touch 
with many of these young women 
today, and I am deeply proud of them. 

Looking back on it now, I wonder if 
they would have had the same opportu-
nities without title IX. Would they 
have had the same success if they had 
to compete against males 40 years ago? 

This really shouldn’t be controver-
sial. It is just common sense. 

A recent poll from the New York 
Times, of all publications, showed 79 
percent of all Americans believe men 
should not compete in women’s 
sports—79 percent. 

President Trump campaigned largely 
on this issue. If you remember his cam-

paign, he spent nearly $20 million on 
TV ads about the importance of keep-
ing men out of women’s sports. 

So on November 5, 2024, the American 
people didn’t just elect President 
Trump; they also decisively rejected 
this ridiculous notion that men can get 
pregnant and boys should compete 
against women’s sports—ridiculous. 
And they definitely didn’t want their 
tax dollars funding schools that allow 
boys to share locker rooms with girls. 

My bill would prevent a school from 
receiving any Federal funding if they 
let boys compete in women’s sports. It 
also defines gender as male and female 
for this purpose. 

I was glad to see President Trump 
sign an Executive order defining gender 
during his first few days in office. The 
President also made it clear under that 
Executive order that he wants Con-
gress to take action on this as well be-
cause he understands it can go away 
with the signing of an ink pen. 

That is why today, I am also reintro-
ducing a bill to prohibit men from 
competing in women’s Olympic sports 
because men competing against women 
at any level is dangerous. 

We are all deeply disturbed—all of us 
were deeply disturbed this past sum-
mer to see videos of boys and men box-
ing against women. 

You know, when I was growing up, we 
were taught to never hit a girl. But I 
guess that is over now because of the 
Democrats. 

One study found out that males can 
punch up to 162 percent harder than fe-
males. Somebody is going to get killed 
or seriously injured if we don’t stop 
this absolute nonsense. It is unsafe, it 
is unfair, and it is just plain wrong. 

The Protection of Women and Girls 
in Sports Act will make sure men 
aren’t allowed to compete against 
women in any sport but especially not 
in a violent sport like boxing. This bill 
will restore fairness for the American 
women who train their whole lives to 
represent our country on the world 
stage. Their entire lives, they train. 

I know we are all looking forward to 
the United States hosting the Summer 
Olympics in 2028 in Los Angeles. I hope 
our bill has been passed and signed into 
law long before that so we can all enjoy 
some healthy, safe women-against- 
women or men-against-men competi-
tion during those Olympics. 

But this issue goes way beyond poli-
tics. I have heard from parents, stu-
dents, teachers, and coaches all over 
the country about this. These are peo-
ple who have personally seen the bene-
fits of title IX and are very concerned 
about Democrats’ attempts to take 
these opportunities away from women 
and girls. 

There are countless stories of girls 
who have benefited from title IX in my 
State of Alabama. This includes ath-
letes like Rachel Argent of Thorsby 
High School in Chilton County, AL. 
Rachel’s athletic ability and good 
grades drew the attention of college 
coaches across Alabama. Rachel’s ath-
letic ability and her good grades drew 
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the attention of people from every-
where. 

Because of her talent and work ethic, 
she received a basketball scholarship 
to Faulkner State Community College 
in Bay Minette, AL. After competing 
for 2 years and getting her degree, she 
got a softball scholarship at Samford 
University. That scholarship put her 
on the right direction to be able to buy 
her own uniform or her own equipment 
like she did in high school. It was all 
done because of title IX, and it was all 
paid for, which, years ago, would not 
have happened. 

She didn’t have to worry about land-
ing a full-time job while she went to 
school and participated in sports to 
pay her bills. 

After college, Rachel returned to 
Thorsby High School as a teacher and 
a coach. She wanted to give back to 
the school what she had gotten from 
title IX. She taught health and phys-
ical education for grades K–12. She 
coached girls softball, basketball, 
track, and volleyball. She made an im-
pact on hundreds of girls across the 
State of Alabama. It was all made pos-
sible, again, by title IX. 

Rachel’s daughter Addie played soft-
ball, tennis, golf, and basketball at 
Chilton County High School. She got a 
gold scholarship to the University of 
Mobile, where she graduated with a de-
gree in nursing. Her athletic scholar-
ship was a key part of her getting a de-
gree and becoming a nurse. 

There are countless other young 
women like Addie and Rachel across 
Alabama and every other State across 
the country. More than 50,000 young 
women in Alabama alone competed in 
high school sports this past year— 
50,000. Every single one of them de-
serves the full benefit of fair competi-
tion. 

I am grateful that every Member of 
the Senate Republican leadership is a 
cosponsor of my Protection of Women 
and Girls in Sports Act. They have 
been very supportive. Leader THUNE is 
a proud cosponsor of my bill, and I am 
glad to have his support. Leader THUNE 
is committed to scheduling a vote on 
this bill and putting every Democrat 
on the record on whether or not they 
support men competing in women’s 
sports. 

We brought this bill to the floor for a 
vote during the last Congress—really, 
we brought it twice—and every single 
Democrat always voted against it. 
What does that tell you? 

Leader THUNE has not rescheduled it 
for a vote this Congress. Right now, we 
obviously have a lot of things to do 
with President Trump’s Cabinet. Then 
we can get started on the reconcili-
ation process and get the American 
economy jump-started again. We have 
a lot to accomplish in the first 100 days 
of the Trump administration, and I 
hope this bill is part of that 100 days. 

President Trump will sign an Execu-
tive order again today banning men 
from competing in women’s sports. 
Let’s lock that commitment in. Let’s 

lock it in for young girls and women 
all across this country. 

Let’s bring this bill to the floor for a 
vote very soon so the Senate can send 
it to the President’s desk and make 
this permanent. 

To my Senate colleagues who are on 
the fence about this, I would ask: Do 
you have daughters? Do you have 
granddaughters? Do you have nieces? 
Would you want them competing 
against men in sports? Would you feel 
comfortable with them sharing a lock-
er room with a biological male? 

I am excited to welcome my first 
granddaughter in a couple of weeks, 
Rosie Grace. I would raise hell if she 
was forced to compete, dress, or use the 
same showers as men. American tax-
payers should not be forced to foot the 
bill for any schools that are allowing 
this to happen. 

The days of woke, swamp politicians 
running our government are over. Com-
mon sense has been restored to the 
White House, and Congress needs to get 
back to work and let President Trump 
work on this bill. This isn’t about poli-
tics; this is about right and wrong. The 
American people have delivered a ver-
dict. They want men out of women’s 
sports and women’s locker rooms. 
President Trump is 100 percent with us 
on this. 

The time to act is now. It is time to 
restore title IX protections and save 
women’s sports. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 

today is National Girls and Women in 
Sports Day. It is a holiday that cele-
brates women’s many accomplishments 
in athletics. 

To be certain, we do have a lot for 
our athletic women and girls to cele-
brate, and soon after I leave the floor 
and these remarks, I will be heading to 
the White House to join President 
Trump as he signs an Executive order 
to keep biological men out of women’s 
sports. This move is a triumph for the 
more than 3 million high school and 
college female athletes who deserve 
safety, fair play, and equal opportunity 
to succeed. 

In many ways, it is disturbing that 
this action is even necessary. Since 
title IX’s enactment in 1972, which re-
quired equal resources for women’s 
sports, the lives of millions of young 
women and girls have been improved 
with the benefits of fitness, teamwork, 
and leadership experience. Yet despite 
these advances for women, for 4 years 
the Biden-Harris administration waged 
a war on women’s sports. Instead of 
empowering young women, they denied 
biological reality and blurred the dif-
ference between men and women. 

In 2022, Biden’s Education Depart-
ment announced new rules that would 
allow biological males to participate in 
women’s groups and activities, essen-
tially forcing schools to accept men 
into their women’s athletic programs. 
Following up last year, the administra-
tion extended the rulemaking to pri-
vate spaces, such as locker rooms and 
bathrooms, further jeopardizing the 
safety of women. 

Thankfully, in November, the Amer-
ican people rejected this radical agen-
da. Instead, they gave President Trump 
a mandate to protect women, restore 
fairness, and bring common sense back 
to government rulemaking. That is 
why, on Inauguration Day, President 
Trump issued an Executive order that 
affirms the Federal Government’s posi-
tion that there are only two sexes— 
male and female—that are grounded in 
biology, not gender ideology. In effect, 
this means no more forcing schools to 
allow biological men into women’s 
spaces. 

For so many female athletes in Ten-
nessee and across the country, Presi-
dent Trump’s Executive orders are wel-
come news. But to ensure that every 
single one of them receives the safety, 
opportunity, and fairness they deserve, 
there is much more that Congress can 
and should do. 

At the top of the list: ensuring the 
National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion, the NCAA, prohibits biological 
men from competing in women’s 
sports. The NCAA is the Nation’s larg-
est governing body of college athletics. 
So it wields tremendous power over 
hundreds of thousands of student ath-
letes all across the country. 

That is why it is so troubling that 
since 2010, the organization has allowed 
men to compete in female-only events. 
Time and again, we have seen this pol-
icy endanger women’s safety and de-
prive them of hard-earned records, 
medals, and accomplishments. 

Just 3 years ago, at the NCAA Wom-
en’s Swimming and Diving Champion-
ships, Tennessee’s Riley Gaines com-
peted against and shared a locker room 
with a biological male who ultimately 
took home the trophy that she had 
rightfully won. 

And, in recent months, five NCAA 
women’s volleyball teams were forced 
to forfeit their matches to avoid the 
danger of playing against a biological 
male on a competing team. 

To bring this unfairness and inequity 
to an end, I recently introduced a reso-
lution calling on the NCAA to protect 
women in sports, including by revoking 
its policy that allows biological males 
to compete against women. This move 
would bring the organization in line 
with other leading athletic associa-
tions, including the National Associa-
tion of Intercollegiate Athletics, and 
more than 20 States that have taken 
action to preserve fair play in women’s 
sports. 

To support young women and girls in 
sports, I also introduced the Fair Play 
for Girls Act. Among its provisions, 
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this crucial legislation would require 
the U.S. Attorney General to submit a 
report to Congress on the harms, lost 
opportunities, and harassment women 
have faced in athletics, as well as the 
effectiveness of State and Federal laws 
to prevent this abuse. 

At the same time, it is imperative 
that we celebrate the accomplishments 
of the young women who practice, 
train, and compete every day to 
achieve athletic success. That is why I 
introduced a resolution to designate 
October 10—that would be Roman nu-
merals X and X, like the female sex 
chromosome—as American Girls in 
Sports Day. Specifically, the resolution 
calls on sports governing bodies to pro-
tect women and girls in sports. 

Young women across the country 
have suffered injuries, faced sexual 
harassment, and lost accolades because 
they were forced to share spaces de-
signed for women with men. Together, 
President Trump and Republicans in 
Congress are working together to put 
an end to this assault on women, once 
and for all. 

JEFFREY EPSTEIN 

Mr. President, for years, we have 
known about financier Jeffrey 
Epstein’s alleged sex-trafficking ring, 
that the abuse spanned decades and 
harmed untold numbers of vulnerable, 
young girls; and that a large network 
of high-profile, high-dollar predators 
took part in this horrific abuse. That is 
why, on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, I have repeatedly requested a 
subpoena for the complete, unredacted 
Epstein flight logs from the FBI. I have 
also pushed for the release of Ghislaine 
Maxwell’s unredacted ‘‘little black 
book’’ of contacts and addresses. 

The American people have the right 
to know who flew on his planes, who 
witnessed the crimes, and who poten-
tially participated in his global sex- 
trafficking ring. 

Yet, time and again, in the last Con-
gress, Democrat leadership and then- 
FBI Director Wray stonewalled my re-
quest. 

Make no mistake, by blocking my re-
quest, they were delaying justice for 
Epstein’s many victims. 

But now with Republican control of 
Congress and President Trump back in 
the Oval Office, we are going to see 
some real change on this issue. Just 
last week, the President’s excellent 
pick for FBI Director, Kash Patel, 
vowed to work with me in releasing the 
Epstein records and breaking apart the 
trafficking rings that harm countless 
women and children across our coun-
try. 

To be clear, this is not a celebrity 
issue. This is about ending modern-day 
slavery and finding out who is partici-
pating in the sex-trafficking rings, and 
shedding some light on these crimes. 
That will bring an end to this wide-
spread, pervasive abuse. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 

CABINET NOMINATIONS 
Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 

today to talk about the impressive 
pace by which this body is confirming 
President Trump’s nominees to impor-
tant Cabinet positions, to fulfill his 
agenda and his promises to the Amer-
ican people. 

I think it is important to take a step 
back. November is a few months now in 
the rearview mirror, but President 
Trump completed the greatest political 
comeback in American history. 

The Democrats did everything they 
could, including trying to jail him and 
bankrupt his family, to prevent him 
from stepping foot in the Oval Office— 
never again. 

Well, guess what. On January 20, as 
we stood in that Rotunda, he com-
pleted that journey back—a journey 
that was highlighted by a reform agen-
da. 

So what we see happening right now 
that the legacy media and my Demo-
crat friends are losing their minds on 
every day was every single thing that 
he talked about: securing our border, 
being energy dominant, restoring ac-
countability back in government, re-
storing our place on the world stage, 
after 4 years of humiliation, 4 years of 
lawlessness. 

And just to give a few examples that 
the Supreme Court weighed in on, the 
student loan debt forgiveness scam— 
President Biden had no ability to do 
that. And I do find it interesting that 
my Democrat colleagues are, all of a 
sudden, talking about things that 
Presidents can and can’t do. 

Imperial Biden, with a stroke of his 
pen, tried to wipe out half a trillion 
dollars’ worth of student loan debt. 
They were sued. I actually happened to 
file that lawsuit as attorney general of 
Missouri, and we won at the Supreme 
Court because the Supreme Court said: 
You can’t do it. 

Do you know what Joe Biden’s re-
sponse was? ‘‘Yeah, I don’t really care 
about that.’’ He kept trying to do it, 
and then he would get struck down 
over and over with each failed attempt. 

He tried to force a vaccination, the 
COVID shot, on 100 million Americans 
through OSHA. An Agency that was 
created to make sure forklifts beep 
when they back up was suddenly now 
forcing a medical procedure on a third 
of the country. 

The censorship enterprise directed 
Agencies to coordinate, collude, coerce 
with Big Tech companies to silence 
conservative speech. 

This all happened in 4 years, and the 
American people sat in a jury box and 
watched all this. They saw it play out. 
They didn’t want to become a banana 
republic. They didn’t want lawfare to 
be weaponized to take out political op-
ponents. And President Trump won the 
popular vote, including sweeping all of 
the battleground States. 

So now here we are with an oppor-
tunity for real reform. Some of those 
people are already in place. Pete 
Hegseth was already confirmed—I sit 

on the Armed Services Committee, 
along with Mr. President up here—and 
he promised to get rid of DEI. He is 
doing that. He promised to really, real-
ly focus in on China. He is doing that. 
He has talked about procurement re-
form. Our first hearing under Chairman 
WICKER was about procurement reform. 

We have some serious issues to get 
at, but DEI is poison. It has hurt re-
cruiting. It divides the room, has no 
place in our military. It doesn’t have 
any place in our government at all, 
which is why I filed legislation this 
week to just get rid of all of it writ 
large across the government. It is dis-
criminatory. It is divisive. And I think 
actually now the fever has broke. Peo-
ple see it, and there is an opportunity 
for reform. 

Pam Bondi, who was confirmed yes-
terday and was just sworn in, was an 
excellent pick. I spoke on the Senate 
floor last night about why. I won’t get 
into that all again, but we come from 
AG world. She is incredible, she is 
smart, she is respected, and she is 
going to restore credibility to the De-
partment of Justice. 

There are a couple more people I just 
want to mention to highlight I think 
why the American people are very ex-
cited about the reform that is hap-
pening. 

We had the hearing of Kash Patel 
last week in the Judiciary Committee. 
I expect him to get confirmed as well. 

The FBI was weaponized against its 
own citizens to score political points 
and to settle debts. It went after tradi-
tional Catholics. I happen to be Catho-
lic. It went after traditional Catholics, 
set up a spy network. Because of the 
religious affiliation of another Amer-
ican, the FBI spied on them and viewed 
them as domestic terrorists because 
they went to Latin mass. 

They also went after parents who had 
the audacity to show up at a school 
board meeting because they didn’t like 
critical race theory in their class-
rooms. They were home during COVID. 
They saw what was happening. They 
didn’t like it. They showed up to school 
board meetings. The teachers union 
complained. Joe Biden sent the guards 
out. Merrick Garland used the FBI to 
go after parents. 

Then, of course, there is the lawfare 
that we saw against President Trump. 

So Kash Patel is going to come in. He 
has a big job. The trust for the FBI is 
at an alltime low. It has plummeted. 
You can hardly argue with the reasons 
why. I laid out just a few. But, again, 
somebody that is going to come in and 
clean up. 

Then the last person I want to men-
tion, because there are a lot of great 
nominees—and to the credit of Leader 
THUNE, we will have gotten to I think 
13 maybe by the end of this week, 
which is the pace that we used to be on 
before the last 8 years or so, back to 
the Obama years, when the President 
actually could get his team in place—is 
Russ Vought to be OMB Director. 

For those in the Gallery and those 
folks watching at home, the Office of 
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