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We must pass the Protecting Amer-

ican Energy Production Act. 
f 

ELON MUSK TAKEOVER 

(Ms. RIVAS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
my office was flooded with calls from 
constituents who are angry and frus-
trated about Elon Musk and his take-
over of our government. 

I am just as outraged as they are. 
This billionaire was neither elected by 
the American people nor Senate con-
firmed. Yet, he is sitting in our Na-
tion’s highest office, openly seizing 
power, making consequential decisions 
about Americans’ personal data, and 
gutting the services and programs that 
working families in the San Fernando 
Valley rely on. 

Why does Elon Musk have access to 
your personal information without any 
oversight or accountability? House 
Democrats and I are taking action. We 
are legislating. We are supporting liti-
gation, and we are mobilizing. 

I also ask why our Republican col-
leagues are sitting in silence while 
Elon Musk takes control our govern-
ment and harms Americans’ lives. I 
urge my Republican colleagues to join 
us in the fight against Elon’s takeover. 
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INCREASING DEPENDENCY AND IN-
DEMNITY COMPENSATION BENE-
FITS 

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, in 1993, 
the VA established the Dependency and 
Indemnity Compensation, or DIC, bene-
fits which are paid to the survivors of 
servicemembers who died in the line of 
duty or to veterans who died from serv-
ice-related injuries or conditions. Un-
fortunately, the DIC benefits have fall-
en drastically behind the cost of living, 
causing a financial hardship on vet-
erans and military families. 

That is why I have led the introduc-
tion of the bipartisan Caring for Sur-
vivors Act, which would increase the 
DIC benefits from 43 percent to 55 per-
cent, amounting to an increase of ap-
proximately $454 per month for sur-
viving family members. The legislation 
also fast-tracks DIC benefits to family 
members who currently have to wait a 
decade before receiving benefits. 

Honoring the sacrifices our service-
members make on behalf of our Nation 
means caring for the loved ones they 
leave behind. 
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REDUCING THE COST OF LIVING 
TO AMERICANS 

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump said he was going to lower 
food prices on day one, end the war in 
Ukraine on day one, bring down hous-
ing costs, make the government more 
efficient, and bring peace to the Middle 
East. All those things sound great, 
don’t they? 

Instead of reducing the price of eggs, 
his administration is kneecapping the 
CDC’s efforts to report on the avian flu 
outbreak. Instead of making housing 
more affordable, he is pushing tariffs 
on Canada and Mexico that would 
make construction significantly more 
expensive. Instead of making govern-
ment more efficient, he is paralyzing 
agencies like the IRS which under the 
Biden administration recovered over a 
billion dollars in taxes owed by 
wealthy Americans who weren’t paying 
their fair share. 

Frankly, my constituents are terri-
fied this administration will ruin their 
lives. On Tuesday alone, my staff an-
swered and spoke with more than 700 
constituents specifically concerned 
about Elon Musk running roughshod 
over the payment systems. We have re-
ceived thousands of emails. 

Mr. Speaker, in Trump’s view, mak-
ing America great again comes at the 
expense of hardworking Americans who 
already make our country great. He 
also seems to think that Elon Musk is 
going to do it for him. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MYTRON 
LISBY 

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of a great man who just 
so happened to be my high school prin-
cipal, Mr. Mytron Lisby. 

As a kid, I was a bit of a trouble-
maker. One day I played a prank at 
school that landed me in Mr. Lisby’s 
office. Honestly, I should have been ex-
pelled that day, but he told me: Max-
well, I am not expelling you. I think 
you can be great, and I see something 
in you. 

He believed in me, and he gave me a 
second chance. Honestly, I think that 
second chance is one of the reasons I 
am here today. He came to know Jesus 
Christ as his Savior at a young age and 
served him faithfully. He served as a 
teacher and an administrator for 43 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the tens of 
thousands of students across this Na-
tion he has inspired, I thank Mr. Lisby. 
I have to think that at the gates of 
Heaven, God is going to greet him with 
that administrator school radio be-
cause maybe even Heaven sometimes 
needs help keeping things on track just 
like a great principal does. 

May Mr. Lisby rest in peace. 
f 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

KENNEDY of Utah). Under the Speaker’s 

announced policy of January 3, 2025, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HARIDOPOLOS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the topic of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 

lives destroyed, trust violated, and 
hearts broken, this is the story of ille-
gal immigration. 

Young girls and boys have been sold 
into sexual slavery. Hundreds of thou-
sands have been killed by fentanyl. 
Hundreds of known terrorists have en-
tered our Nation. Schools, hospitals, 
and towns have been overrun by num-
bers of illegal aliens and the high cost 
of taxpayers. Criminals entered and 
preyed on our citizens. Sadly, many 
committed murder and rape. 

Yet, we learned just over 2 weeks ago 
that this is a problem that could be 
quickly solved, and that is what is hap-
pening today with the election and ac-
tions of our new President. This crisis 
can be quickly solved with common-
sense and decisive action. 

Today, I am joined by other freshmen 
Members of this Congress who are 
problem-solvers, people who have made 
it work at the local level at businesses 
across our country, and they under-
stand how to get things done just like 
our President has been doing for the 
last 21⁄2 weeks. 

The first of our speakers today comes 
from the experienced Missouri Legisla-
ture, serving in both the house and sen-
ate. He has great accomplishments as 
both an attorney and a doctor. He rep-
resents a central part of Missouri just 
west of St. Louis, and he is a person 
who back in 2008 knew this problem 
was coming to a head. He sponsored 
and passed legislation to make sure we 
did not have sanctuary cities. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. ONDER), the Con-
gressman from the Third District. 

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Florida for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address 
an issue important to all Americans, 
not just Americans living on our bor-
der. Illegal immigration directly im-
pacts our society, our safety, our secu-
rity, and the future of our Nation. Dan-
gers posed by illegal immigration are 
many. The consequences of policies 
from the Biden administration are 
many and severe. 

Deaths from murder, poisonings from 
fentanyl, and victimization of the inno-
cent by human traffickers could all 
have been solved if only the Biden-Har-
ris administration and the Democrat 
Congress were willing to secure our 
borders. 
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