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Mr. Patel is not the person to lead 

the FBI. My hope is that all of us 
should consider what Mr. Patel will do. 
He is going to use the power of the FBI 
to go after all those in government, 
those in the media, and those across 
the country that he doesn’t agree with. 
He cannot serve as the next Director of 
the FBI. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON PATEL NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All 
postcloture time is expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Patel nomina-
tion? 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 51, 

nays 49, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 61 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—49 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 AND SET-
TING FORTH THE APPROPRIATE 
BUDGETARY LEVELS FOR FIS-
CAL YEARS 2026 THROUGH 2034 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

The Senator from South Carolina. 
BUDGET RECONCILIATION 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, my col-
leagues will soon be starting what is 
commonly called a vote-arama. If you 
have never been in one, it is OK. But 
know it is a chance to have a spirited 
discussion and debate about policy and 
about the budget resolution. 

So what has happened here is that 
the Budget Committee reported out S. 
Con. Res. 7. That will allow, through 
the reconciliation process, the spend-
ing of money and the reduction of 
spending based on different commit-
tees. 

This resolution allows for $175 billion 
of border and immigration policy en-
hancements, but it doesn’t spend a 
penny. It allows the Judiciary Com-
mittee and the Homeland Security 
Committee to come up with an up-to 
$175 billion plan to secure our border 
and do immigration reform. 

And what will happen is that those 
two committees will work with the 
Trump administration to meet their 
priorities. There is nothing in this res-
olution directing one dime of spending, 
and no spending bill can be imple-
mented without Presidential signature. 
So I want to make sure that is clear. 

There is $150 billion in increased de-
fense spending. Why? Because we have 
a lot of threats. 

Since the withdrawal of Afghanistan, 
radical Islam is on the rise. We have 
got a hot war with Russia and Ukraine. 
Israel is facing enemies on seven sides. 
We have provided weapons to allies in 
Ukraine and Israel. We have run out of 
155 howitzer rounds. We have got to re-
inforce our industrial base. We need 
more money into our military yester-
day to make sure that we can deter a 
war, and, if we get into a war, we win 
it. 

So the $150 billion will be allocated 
by the Armed Services Committee. We 
don’t direct how the $150 billion is 
spent. We just allow the Armed Serv-
ices Committee to spend that much, if 
they choose. They decide what to spend 
it on. 

So this idea that there is somehow 
money in this resolution for Ukraine or 
any other specific purpose is not true. 
All we do is create a number for the 
committees to mark up to, and it is up 
to the committee as to what is in the 
$150 billion package. 

And to all the colleagues here, you 
eventually get to vote on that work 
product, and, if you don’t like it, you 
can vote no. And, eventually, that 
work product will have to be signed by 
the President. So that is the way the 
process works. 

What we are doing today is jump- 
starting a process that will allow the 
Republican Party to meet President 
Trump’s immigration agenda through 
the reconciliation process. And the 
Democrats chose this very process to 
pass ObamaCare and the Inflation Re-
duction Act. 

We are going to use it to secure our 
border. We are not going to grow the 

government just for the sense of grow-
ing the government. We are not going 
to create a Green New Deal. We are 
going to create border security trans-
formational in nature. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are about 
to embark on a plan to jump-start the 
most transformational border security 
bill in the history of the United States 
because we need it yesterday. We have 
had 11 million people come to this 
country illegally. Fentanyl kills 3,000 
Americans every 2 weeks. It comes 
across that southern border. 

We are running out of detention 
space to hold people. Tom Homan, the 
border czar, came to the Republican 
Senate last week or 2 weeks ago and 
said that ICE is out of money. This res-
olution jump-starts the process to get 
Tom Homan the money he needs to ful-
fill the promises we made, to build 
more detention beds so you don’t have 
to let people go. Laken Riley’s mur-
derer was in detention and released be-
cause of lack of bed space and wound 
up killing the young lady. That should 
never happen again. When you are de-
tained, we should hold you and process 
you according to law, not release you. 
We need more detention beds. 

We need to finish the wall. This $175 
billion will be allocated by the com-
mittees in question, and it will allow 
President Trump to finish the wall, se-
cure the border, and deport criminals. 

ICE is out of money. 
If you think it is a good idea to go 

after the criminal gangs that have 
come here over the years illegally, 
then you are right. 

To my Democratic colleagues, you 
should be working with us, not against 
us. Everybody should want to clean up 
the mess of the last 4 years. Everybody 
should want to go after criminal gangs. 
Everybody should want to secure the 
border because it is a national security 
nightmare. And nobody should want 
the dilemma of a nation having to let 
somebody go who could potentially be 
dangerous because you have no place to 
put them. 

This $175 billion will allow for the 
most transformational border security 
bill in the history of the country at a 
time of great need. 

The $150 billion will be allocated by 
the Armed Services Committee. They 
will decide what to spend it on. There 
is a lot of modernization we need of our 
nuclear triad fleet. We need more 
weapons. Our stockpile is low. There 
are a bunch of things we can spend $150 
billion, but we will let the Armed Serv-
ices Committee decide those priorities. 

When it comes to border security— 
the $175 billion plan—the committees 
of jurisdiction will allocate that 
money, not this resolution. But with-
out this resolution, we can’t move for-
ward. 

Why is this resolution important? 
Without this bill passing, S. Con. Res. 
7, there is no hope getting money for 
the border the way it needs to be done. 
Without this resolution passing to-
night or early tomorrow, we are not 
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