United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 19 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 171

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025

No. 37

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CARTER of Georgia).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 25, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL L.
“BUDDY”’ CARTER to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

——
BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, our
country has just suffered the largest il-
legal mass migration in history.

Over 4 years, the Democrats opened
our borders and allowed an unvetted
and largely impoverished population of
nearly 8 million to illegally enter our
country—a population the size of
Washington State.

This illegal mass migration has over-
whelmed our public schools, public hos-

pitals, homeless shelters, food banks,
and law enforcement, and it is costing
American taxpayers $160 billion a year
to support. Worst of all, it has intro-
duced into our country the most vio-
lent criminal gangs and offenders on
the planet.

It has also brought to a head the fun-
damental question of whether any per-
son in the world can break into our
country, have a baby at taxpayer ex-
pense, have that baby declared an
American citizen, and then use that as
a pretext to remain.

Now, President Trump has issued an
executive order challenging that no-
tion for all future births. The Demo-
crats call this a threat to democracy
and a constitutional crisis. That is
what they call anything they disagree
with these days, but it is neither. It is
the Constitution functioning as it
should.

The President has created a dispute
arising from a difference of opinion in
interpreting the Constitution. Oppo-
nents in this dispute have appealed to
the courts, as they should. Now, the
courts will resolve this dispute under
the terms of our Constitution.

Meanwhile, I have a question for the
Democrats: If the 14th Amendment ac-
tually confers automatic citizenship to
anyone born here, wouldn’t it have said
all persons born or naturalized in the
United States are citizens of the
United States? That is simple enough.

That is not what it says. It says: ““All
persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the juris-
diction thereof, are citizens of the
United States.”

What does that mean? We know that
it means the children of former slaves
are citizens. That is its stated purpose
and the plain language of the amend-
ment passed, by the way, over the ob-
jections of the Democratic Party. We
know from the congressional debate
that its authors understood it to ex-
clude foreign nationals who are merely
passing through the country.

The question of our time is whether
those who have illegally entered our
country in defiance of our laws and
who are subject to deportation under
those laws can be considered as having
accepted the jurisdiction of the laws
that their very presence defies.

The Supreme Court has never consid-
ered this question. The closest it came
was the Ark decision 127 years ago, but
that applied to legal immigrants who
had accepted the jurisdiction of the
United States by obeying its immigra-
tion laws and who had taken up legal,
permanent residence subject to a trea-
ty ratified by the Senate.

Does the President have the author-
ity by executive order to clear up this
matter as part of his organic constitu-
tional responsibility to take care that
the laws be faithfully executed? I don’t
know. Obama claimed the authority to
create a legal residency for DACA
beneficiaries out of thin air, so maybe
he does. The Court will ultimately
rule.

Does the Congress have the authority
to clear up this matter by statute?
Only if that statute doesn’t contradict
the Constitution.

Here is the fine point of the matter:
If the 14th Amendment does not give
automatic birthright citizenship to the
children of those here illegally and
temporarily, then no law should be
necessary to deny them citizenship in
the future because no law ever ex-
tended that right in the first place. In
that case, the President’s executive
order is merely declaratory of existing
law.

Several lower courts have stayed the
President’s executive order, and no one
is screaming that is a constitutional
crisis, even though many of us strenu-
ously disagree with those judges just as
strenuously as the left disagrees with
the President.

Ultimately, though, we have faith in
our Constitution, and as the case pro-
gresses through the courts, we will get
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a clear and authoritative ruling that
will then determine whether the Presi-
dent’s order stands or whether Con-
gress needs to act either by statute or
constitutional amendment.

To call this a constitutional crisis is
the kind of absurd and juvenile hyper-
bole that passes for argument these
days by the woke left. I look forward to
returning to a society someday when
we can have civil discussions over high
principles as our Founders envisioned.

———

CELEBRATING WINNERS OF 2024
CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRESNAHAN). The Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs.
MCcIVER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCIVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the New Jersey-10
winners of the 2024 Congressional App
Challenge.

Aman, Alexa, Charlie, and Gabriel
teamed up to make Tailored Trivia.
The app allows users to create cus-
tomized trivia games that make study-
ing and memorization more inter-
active. This tool lets students test SAT
vocabulary words, learn phrases in new
languages, and quiz their classmates.

In creating this app, Aman, Alexa,
Charlie, and Gabriel also grew their
skills in coding, design, and teamwork.

I am so proud of their hard work,
dedication, and contributions to New
Jersey, and I am excited to see what
they will accomplish next.

CELEBRATING SAHLI NEGASSI

Mrs. MCIVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
celebrate Sahli, a New Jersey-10 stu-
dent at West Orange High School who
received a perfect score on the SAT
this year.

Less than 1 percent of SAT test tak-
ers earn a perfect score each year, and
Sahli’s accomplishment is nothing
short of extraordinary. His SAT prepa-
ration was largely self-directed, rely-
ing on free resources and using his
time and determination to study for
the exam.

Beyond academics, he is deeply in-
volved in extracurricular activities at
West Orange High School. He has been
a dedicated member of the cross-coun-
try and track teams since seventh
grade and spent two seasons on the
color guard.

Sahli is also the president of the
math team, chapter president of the
National Honor Society, a varsity
chess team member, and part of the
Royal Strings Ensemble. His involve-
ment in multiple activities and honor
societies speaks to his well-rounded ex-
cellence.

After graduating high school, Sahli
hopes to attend Harvard and study law.
Any school would be lucky to have
such a bright young mind. What an in-
credible accomplishment and a shining
example of New Jersey’s excellence. I
congratulate Sahli. He makes New Jer-
sey proud.
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RECOGNIZING AMIGO POWER
EQUIPMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. DE LA CrUZz) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Amigo Power Equip-
ment in Edinburg, Texas, for 50 years
of service to our community.

Founded in 1974 by Janice and Kent
Johnson, Amigo Power Equipment sold
tractors and combines to farmers and
ranchers throughout south Texas. As
the Rio Grande Valley grew, so did
their business.

The Johnsons passed down their busi-
ness to their youngest son, Jeff, and
over the years, it has become the pre-
mier tractor and power sports dealer-
ship in the valley. When visiting their
store, you will find knowledgeable staff
with years of experience and excep-
tional customer service.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the
Johnsons and the entire staff on this
incredible milestone, and I thank them
for their dedication to the Rio Grande
Valley community.

POSITIVE IMPACTS OF SOCIAL SECURITY
LEGISLATION

Ms. DE LLA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to share the positive impacts
that the Social Security Fairness Act
has already made for south Texans.

Before this bill, millions of public
servants like teachers, police officers,
and firefighters were unfairly punished
by reduced Social Security benefits.
After being signed into law last month,
this legislation finally eliminated the
provisions that reduced Social Security
benefits for public servants.

I have heard back from teachers in
south Texas who are incredibly thank-
ful to have the legislation finally
signed into law.

I am proud to have cosponsored this
bill in the House, advocated for its pas-
sage, and played an important role in
expanding access to benefits for those
who have gone above and beyond to
serve our communities.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE ROSE

GUERRA REYNA

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise to honor State District
Judge Rose Guerra Reyna for her serv-
ice to Hidalgo County.

Earlier this month, Judge Reyna an-
nounced that, after 28 years, she will be
retiring from her role.

For over two decades, she has upheld
the rule of law with fairness and jus-
tice in Hidalgo County. She has pre-
sided over thousands of cases, worked
to improve the judicial process, and

mentored many young attorneys
throughout her tenure.
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Though she will be missed, her legacy
will live on in the courtroom. Her com-
mitment to justice in south Texas is
unwavering, and we are so fortunate to
have public servants like Judge Reyna
in south Texas. We wish her the best as
she carries out her term and begins her
well-deserved retirement.
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Mr. I congratulate the

judge.

Speaker,

1944 WATER TREATY

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to address an issue that is crit-
ical to my community in south Texas,
Mexico’s refusal to fulfill its water ob-
ligation. Their refusal to comply with
the agreements of the 1944 Water Trea-
ty has caused mass devastation with
our farmers and ranchers in south
Texas.

Last Congress, we had our one sugar
mill in Texas close. That was 500 jobs
that were lost and millions of dollars of
economic impact in south Texas.

Food security is national security,
and we have lost our sugar mill, and we
are on the verge of losing our citrus in-
dustry. We ask that the Mexican Gov-
ernment repay us the water that they
owe us which is now over 1 million
acre-feet of water.

It is simply unacceptable that the
Mexican Government has not given us
the water that they owe us. This not
only affects the people of south Texas,
but it affects the entire Nation.

Again, food security is national secu-
rity, and we urge the Mexican Govern-
ment to pay us our water immediately.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF U.S. NAVY CORPSMAN JACK
GUTMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CORREA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
World War II hero and U.S. Navy
Corpsman Jack Gutman, who passed
away just a few days before his 99th
birthday.

Jack answered the call to serve our
Nation after the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. He was barely 18 when he enlisted
as a corpsman in the Navy. Jack de-
fended our country in some of the most
harrowing battles of the war, including
bravely providing care to the wounded
on the beaches of Normandy on D-day.

Years after returning home with his
invisible wounds, Jack sought help
through the VA and received treatment
for his PTSD. His recovery inspired
him to dedicate his life to help fellow
veterans find the courage to seek sup-
port for their own PTSD challenges.

Sergeant Gutman’s life of service to
this country and his fellow veterans
continues to be an inspiration for all of
us.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the
life and legacy of my good friend and
American hero, Jack Gutman, part of
America’s Greatest Generation.
HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF U.S. ARMY

VETERAN ROYAL ‘“ROY”’ EDWARD NEELEY

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
U.S. Army veteran Royal ‘“‘Roy’” Ed-
ward Neeley.

Sergeant Neeley served our Nation
proudly as a Green Beret in the elite
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1st Special Forces Command, Airborne.
Roy’s dedication and service to our
country continued after he left the
military. As a civilian he worked as an
operations manager.

Roy married Elaine McDonald in
1972, and together they built a life
filled with love and beautiful memo-
ries.

Our community lost Sergeant Neeley
on October 12, 2024, at the age of 76. His
memory lives on through his loving
wife, children, grandchildren, and our
Orange County community.

Sergeant Neeley, thank you for your
service to our country and dedication
to our community. We will miss you.

——————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF JOHN
REGINALD MURPHY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to mourn the loss of
John Reginald ‘“‘Reg’ Murphy, who un-
fortunately passed away last Novem-
ber.

Mr. Murphy was a true Renaissance
man who lived an extraordinary life
guided by curiosity, integrity, engage-
ment, and helping those in need.

Mr. Murphy was raised in Gainesville
and attended Mercer University, where
he ©began his journalism career.
Throughout his career, Mr. Murphy ex-
perienced success working in a variety
of esteemed publications, including
The Macon Telegraph and The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution. Shortly after, he
was chosen as a Nieman fellow at Har-
vard University in 1959.

Mr. Murphy went on to serve as the
editor and publisher of the San Fran-
cisco Examiner, and then he became
the publisher and CEO of The Balti-
more Sun.

Throughout his life and career, Mr.
Murphy stayed true to his morals and
strong ethical compass.

Mr. Murphy is survived by his wife,
Diana; daughters, Karen and Susan;
two grandsons; a sister; and three
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Murphy will always be remem-
bered as a humble, approachable,
gentle, and kind man.

RECOGNIZING MARLON LAWRENCE

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Marlon
Lawrence, a custodian at Mary Lee
Clark Elementary School in Camden
County for being named the South Re-
gion winner in the Georgia Leadership
Institute for School Improvement Hid-
den Heroes Campaign.

This recognition celebrates unsung
leaders in education whose dedication
makes a profound impact on their
schools and their communities.

Marlon’s hard work and commitment
to maintaining a clean, welcoming, and
inclusive environment have helped cre-
ate a space where students and staff
can thrive.

This achievement reflects the collec-
tive teamwork at Mary Lee Clark Ele-
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mentary where everyone works to-
gether to ensure student success.

Principal Rika Dow has praised
Marlon for his unwavering dedication
and innovative approach, making him
a model for others to follow.

On behalf of the community and as
his Congressman, I commend Marlon
Lawrence for his exceptional contribu-
tions, and I thank him for the example
he sets.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Marlon
on this well-deserved recognition.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MS. ELIZABETH PRYOR

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Ms.
Elizabeth XKatherine Pryor, a civil
rights activist, educator, and pillar in
the Savannah community, who passed
away last month.

Ms. Pryor was an activist, joining
the civil rights movement at a young
age where she proudly participated in
organized sit-ins, marches, and peace-
ful protests in the city of Savannah.

After graduating from Savannah
State College and Georgia Southern
University, Ms. Pryor served as an edu-
cator in the Savannah-Chatham Coun-
ty Public School District for more than
four decades.

As a lifelong member of the NAACP,
Ms. Pryor also was a strong proponent
of voting rights. She was also among
the activists who were instrumental in
the renaming of West Broad Street to
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.

Ms. Pryor served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil
Rights Museum and was the former
grand marshal for the annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day Parade.

Ms. Pryor is survived by her two
daughters and many other beloved rel-
atives and friends. Ms. Pryor will al-
ways be remembered for her dedication
to advocating for justice, change, and
equality.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH RYLON WILLS,

JR.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Mr.
Joseph Rylon Wills, Jr., a man of faith,
service, and dedication.

Born in 1957 in Plant City, Florida,
Joe was raised by his loving parents,
Rylon and Gail. He was active in
church and sports, demonstrating a
commitment to faith and teamwork
from a young age.

In 1982, he married Stacy, his lifelong
partner, and together they built a
beautiful life, raising three wonderful
sons, Patrick, Timothy, and David.

Joe earned a business degree from
Augusta University and had a distin-
guished career in hospitality and real
estate. He worked at Augusta National
Golf Club, Sea Island Company, and
Brunswick Country Club. Joe later be-
came a top producing realtor, special-
izing in luxury properties.

A devoted church leader, Joe served
as an elder and deacon, supporting or-
ganizations like Manna House of
Brunswick and contributing to commu-
nity events. He was known for his gen-
erosity, Kindness, and willingness to
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help others, always offering a listening
ear and thoughtful advice.

Joe found joy in family, good friends,
music, cycling, and long walks on the
beach with his dogs. His legacy of serv-
ice, faith, and love for his community
will continue to inspire all those who
knew him.

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
INEFFICIENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the White
House’s pet project, the department of
government inefficiency, otherwise
known as DOGI.

For the past month, our Federal
workers and agencies have been as-
saulted by a dilettante billionaire em-
powered by President Trump to muck
about in Americans’ lives and Federal
agencies.

Americans are justifiably concerned
that these unelected intruders are act-
ing as judge and jury on people’s lives
and livelihoods as they gleefully and il-
legally feed tens of thousands of jobs
and vital programs into a woodchipper.

This billionaire and his tech bros
claim to have found billions in fraud,
waste, and inefficiency, but their meth-
ods and results are shrouded in secrecy.
When they hype their claim on Twitter
or the White House press room, inde-
pendent review has shown that their
claims are false or riddled with errors.

Buying condoms for Gaza?

It didn’t happen.

Social Security payments to people
who are 150 years old?

Nope.

Mr. Speaker, $800 billion in savings
on one contract?

Oops. Maybe $800 million, they are
not really sure.

Absolutely nothing adds up.

These DOGI efforts have introduced
fraud, waste, and inefficiency into
every agency they have touched with
their invasions, freezes, and suspen-
sions.

Federal workers have been fired then
rehired as their functions were quickly
proven to be indispensable rather than
nonessential. Employees have been
bombarded with weird emails that
threaten them with termination if they
don’t accept a sketchy buyout or
snitch on their colleagues and with de-
mands that they interrupt their real
work to do make-work for review by
people who have no understanding or
interest in public service or govern-
ment functions.

Elon Musk’s DOGI efforts are dis-
rupting critical medical research and
treatments, foreign aid, veterans’ care,
criminal investigations, and health,
housing and human services across the
Nation and beyond.

It takes a remarkable combination of
arrogance and stupidity to think that
this is the best use of time for our in-
telligence officers, VA workers, air
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traffic controllers, FBI agents, and ev-
eryone else upon whom our Nation de-
pends to do their jobs well.

If this is what bringing business acu-
men to government function 1looks
like, then it is pretty clear we need to
prevent our government from becoming
a dumpster fire like X or one of
Trump’s corrupt corporations.

We can’t afford it, and the American
people can’t afford it.

Mr. Speaker, it is well past time that
Congress removed Mr. Musk and his
DOGI minions from our government
and get down to doing the peoples’
business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT
EFFICIENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, once in
a while we could cooperate with the
President and those who are trying to
do things to make our government run
better ultimately for the benefit of the
citizens of this country, the taxpayers.

So what we see with DOGE is that $65
billion of savings have been found and
many, many contracts that are illegit-
imate or unnecessary to the operations
of the government or what people ex-
pect are being turned over and are
being rescinded.

This includes the scandal that has
been USAID. What started out as a
good thing many years ago has been
turned into something that is almost
completely corrupt.

So let’s take a look at some of the
other items that DOGE has found: 104
DEI contracts eliminating $1 billion in
spending. I could go down a whole long
list: $168,000 for a Dr. Fauci exhibit and
a $45 million DEI scholarship in
Burma.

What are we doing here when we have
really difficult issues in our home dis-
tricts and across the country as well as
a $2 trillion deficit?

So this isn’t going to solve every-
thing overnight, but it sure is a right
step.

So why don’t we have cooperation by
Federal agencies that work for us but
ultimately for the American people?

Here is the food chain: The people are
on top. In a republic these are the vot-
ers who vote us in to carry out what
they tell us they want done. Then we
employ people at the different levels of
different agencies to get that work
done for us, which is ultimately the
American people.

Why is that not being recognized
here, that yes, we are supposed to hold
them accountable, and yes, we are sup-
posed to have oversight?

Ultimately, the oversight hearings
don’t work around here because it is 2
hours of running the clock out by the
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bureaucracy. Now we have an adminis-
tration that has the executive author-
ity to do that oversight.

That is an important thing that
keeps getting lost here. The adminis-
tration has the executive authority to
appoint people. That is what the entire
administration is: people appointed by
the executive branch, by the President.
At the State level it is by a Governor.
In a city it is by a mayor. It is not a
foreign concept.

Certainly, it is something that the
Democrats when they are in charge
take advantage of. They appoint people
to do things.

I didn’t vote for Fauci, did I?

A whole lot of other people are won-
dering that too.

That is what gets done by the execu-
tive branch.

0 1030

Whether we are talking about Elon
Musk, or whether we are talking about
anybody in the President’s Cabinet and
the people that they appoint, yes, they
are appointed positions. It is our job to
rein them in and hold them in line to
whatever their mission statement was,
if they remember their mission state-
ment, and to follow that.

The work that DOGE is doing is pret-
ty darn good. Yes, there are some fits
and starts here and there and some
things that we need to modify and
smooth out a little bit on some of the
employment out there, but at least the
people’s tax dollars are finally being
respected.

We want to keep going with this and
work that out, but we would like to be
able to work with the agencies and say:
Where are the areas that we could do
better in, and what personnel are extra
to the process?

Certainly, when the government was
shut down due to COVID and we saw
which people are essential and which
people are nonessential, that should
have been pretty revealing right there.
That is tough if you are on the non-
essential list, but we have to remember
that we hire people in government and
we create the agencies to serve a task
and a purpose for the people of the
country. It is not a government jobs
program. It is a get-a-job-done-for-the-
people program.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA’S HIGH-SPEED RAIL
PROJECT

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, one
thing I point out here that came up
last week in my home State of Cali-
fornia as part of a considerable amount
of savings we could do federally is to
quit funding that high-speed rail
project. It has been a boondoggle from
day one.

Right at the end of the Biden admin-
istration, they put up nearly $4 billion
more at the end, so let’s quickly review
that. The original high-speed rail pro-
gram was going to be $33 billion to
build the rail from San Francisco to
L.A., and that has ballooned in the fol-
lowing years to $130 billion.

It was supposed to be completed by
2020. All they have is about an 1,800-
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foot-long bridge near Fresno done right
now. They haven’t laid any track. They
have seized a lot of land. They have
devastated a lot of agricultural land,
parts of cities, important installations,
et cetera, but they haven’t laid any
rail yet.

They are trying to first do the easy
part between Merced, California, and
an orchard somewhere outside of Ba-
kersfield. They actually said at the
time it is because they will have less
resistance to building that portion.
That is not going to help anybody in
San Francisco or Los Angeles, where
the population base is.

Basically, if it is timed versus Am-
trak, I think you get from Merced to
Bakersfield about 20 minutes faster, if
they actually had a high-speed rail
that ran all the way through on just
this chunk of track. They don’t, and
they won’t by at least 2033, 2035. To
build out the whole thing will be a lot
longer.

We had a conference meeting in Los
Angeles at Union Station last week,
and I was very pleased. This was called
by our Secretary of Transportation,
Sean Duffy, at the behest of the Trump
administration. We had this oppor-
tunity to talk to the press, the people
of California, and anybody who would
listen about what such a boondoggle
this high-speed rail project is. It de-
mands $4 billion of new money that we
need to claw back and put toward
something useful, such as fixing our
highways, water infrastructure, or any-
thing besides this boondoggle.

————

DEFENSE OF DEDICATED
FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVANTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARRIS of North Carolina). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from New
York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in defense of our
dedicated Federal public servants in
the face of the relentless attacks from
President Trump and Elon Musk.

Hardworking families in my district
and people across the country are be-
ginning to see this initiative for what
it really is: a sham perpetrated by
President Trump and run by an
unelected billionaire, the richest per-
son in the world, who has no idea how
our government operates or what our
public servants do for our commu-
nities.

Trump and Musk’s goal is to under-
mine people’s faith in public services,
gain access to sensitive government
data, and ultimately give away tril-
lions of dollars in tax cuts for the rich.
We know their game, and we are not
playing it.

Last week, I met with union leaders
who are representing our Federal work-
force, including the American Federa-
tion of Government Employees, Na-
tional Nurses United, the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers, the Amer-
ican Postal Workers Union, and the
Western New York Area Labor Federa-
tion.
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I am deeply grateful for their work to
empower our Federal workforce: our
air traffic controllers, veteran
healthcare practitioners, Social Secu-
rity benefit experts, and so many more
who provide the services and assistance
hardworking families in our commu-
nities deserve and need.

Their ability to continue doing so is
under immense threat. Union leaders
on the front lines painted a picture in
which our Federal workers are living in
fear of wrongful firings, receiving in-
timidating emails that are causing
mass confusion, and receiving unclear
directives from an administration that
has no interest in the rule of law.

These are workers who have dedi-
cated their lives to public service.
They help our parents and grand-
parents receive the Social Security
that they have earned and rely on.
They deliver world-class care to our
veterans who have sacrificed so much
for our freedoms. They keep our bor-
ders secure, our air and water clean,
our airports and skies safe, and so
much more. They deserve our grati-
tude, not to be subjected to this de-
meaning and cruel treatment, espe-
cially as they continue to deliver for
hardworking families amid all of it.

Mr. Speaker, I have also spoken to
constituents who have been impacted
by these wrongful cuts. A young man
named Jeff Plummer spoke to me
hours before being wrongfully fired
from the Internal Revenue Service.
Jeff received exemplary reviews of his
work within the IRS Small Business/
Self-Employed Division, which helps
small businesses to comply with tax re-
quirements, helping our regional econ-
omy to thrive.

Due to the simple fact that he had
worked for the IRS for less than 1 year,
he was terminated. He is among 6,000
IRS employees who have been wrong-
fully fired, all in the middle of tax sea-
son.

Jeff and his fellow IRS employees are
not alone. Our veterans are being di-
rectly harmed and discriminated
against. They are experiencing real
harm as the services they rely on are
being decimated.

Service-disabled veterans are among
the 8,500 Federal employees in my dis-
trict alone being attacked and dis-
missed for being DEI hires. I spoke
with one disabled veteran who bled for
our country and continued to serve as
a Federal employee for nearly two dec-
ades. He received a title change in the
last year, which automatically put him
on probationary status. He was fired
last week with absolutely no justifica-
tion.

These veterans feel demeaned and be-
trayed. It is unthinkable and shameful
to treat our military heroes this way.
It violates the sacred honor that we
have to care for our veterans and pro-
vide the services and benefits that they
have earned and that they deserve.

I have spoken to constituents myself.
I have heard the palpable fear and anx-
iety that our Federal workers are feel-
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ing, which makes it impossible to de-
liver the best quality care and services
for taxpayers, from caring for veterans
and seniors to protecting our environ-
ment.

As egg prices are skyrocketing due to
bird flu ravaging our farms, Trump and
Musk have cut FDA and USDA employ-
ees, putting the health and well-being
of our communities on the line.

After we saw the first commercial
airline crash in 16 years, there are FAA
employees who are being fired. Their
message each time: These employees
weren’t mission critical. Don’t worry.
You won’t miss them.

Tell that to the senior whose medi-
cine is contaminated due to the lack of
oversight, or to the airline passenger
facing major delays because of a severe
shortage of air traffic controllers.

Meanwhile, unelected billionaire
Elon Musk is celebrating on the world
stage with a chain saw in his hand,
bragging about the degrading treat-
ment of our public servants, with no
regard for the taxpayers who will suffer
as a result because they cannot get the
services that they rely on.

Why wouldn’t he celebrate? President
Trump has illegally given him the keys
to our Treasury, sensitive government
data, and control of our Federal work-
force. We won’t let him take a chain
saw to our Federal workforce without a
fight. That is why we are speaking up
and speaking out and holding those ac-
countable. We ask our colleagues on
the other side of the aisle to join in our
fight.

————

BAN ON ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS
FROM LOBBYISTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KHANNA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump campaigned around the
country to drain the swamp. Yet, one
of the first things he did was to reverse
President Biden’s executive order that
banned White House officials from ac-
cepting gifts from lobbyists.

Today, I am introducing the Drain
the Swamp Act. It is pretty simple. It
will ban any White House official from
accepting gifts from lobbyists, and it
will ban White House officials from be-
coming lobbyists during the Trump
term.

I believe that this bill will have sup-
port not just from progressives, not
just from Independents, but from the
MAGA movement. That is why I am
calling on my colleagues, Republicans
and Democrats, to pass the Drain the
Swamp Act and send it to President
Trump’s desk so that he can fulfill his

promise.
DEPRIVATION OF MEDICARE TELEHEALTH
SERVICES
Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, the

Trump administration is stripping mil-
lions of American seniors of their cov-
erage of telehealth on March 31. That
is right. Starting March 31, doctors’
visits via videoconference or Zoom or
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phone will no longer be covered for sen-
iors on Medicare.

This is going to impact over 12 mil-
lion Americans, and the crazy thing is
that the inspectors general have found
that there is only 0.2 percent of fraud
in telehealth. Why are we taking tele-
health away from millions of seniors
who are homebound or who have dif-
ficulty leaving their homes? It is most
devastating for rural Americans.

That is why I am introducing today
the Telehealth Coverage Act. It will re-
quire Medicare to pay for telehealth
services. Let us pass this act in a bipar-
tisan way so that millions of American
seniors aren’t deprived of telehealth
services because of the actions of the
Trump administration.

————

CONGRATULATING JERRY
GACHETT ON HIS RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. SYKES) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the career of a dedi-
cated and true public servant, Detec-
tive Jerry Gachett, who is retiring
from the AKron Police Department.

I am honored to be standing here
today talking about a man who has
served the Akron community so hum-
bly for over 31 years and who I am
proud to call a friend.

Jerry was born in Alabama and
raised in Akron, where he graduated
from the John R. Buchtell High School
in 1985. He then bravely served this
country in the United States Army for
4 years.

For the last 31 years, Jerry has
served our community as a member of
the Akron Police Department. He has
worked as a hostage negotiator. He
worked in the financial crimes unit.
Jerry also worked for 21 years as a ju-
venile detective, where he investigated
crimes against children.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Detective Gachett has played a pivotal
role of securing justice with his inves-
tigations, leading to the imprisonment
of hundreds of child predators, solidi-
fying his reputation as a champion for
the community’s most vulnerable.

Jerry is one of the most caring and
compassionate people I know. In fact,
throughout his career, he has taken
the care to truly get to know the vic-
tims and survivors who he has been
sworn to protect and serve.

He has been to countless basketball
games, baby showers and more, to cele-
brate the survivors who he cares so
deeply for. He even walked one of the
people he supported down the aisle at
her wedding. In fact, my husband and I
met Jerry when we hired him to secure
our wedding when MAGA protesters
threatened our very precious and sa-
cred event.

Jerry has always put the people of
our community first, and his deep de-
sire to serve his community is an inspi-
ration to all who have had the oppor-
tunity to experience his passion for
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protecting our community’s most vul-
nerable.

In addition to his law enforcement
career, Detective Gachett is an or-
dained minister and a devoted follower
of Jesus Christ. He is also a loving hus-
band, father, and grandfather.

No one deserves retirement more
than Jerry, but I know that he won’t
be retiring for real, as he has been
sworn into the APD Reserves. I am
sure we will continue to see him serv-
ing our community in his own special
way.

On behalf of Ohio’s 13th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate and
thank Detective Jerry Gachett on a
storied career at the Akron Police De-
partment and for over 31 years of out-
standing service and devotion to our
community and our country.

———

CELEBRATING EVA AND HERB
PORTER AS COMMUNITY PILLARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as we celebrate Black History
Month to uplift two of my constituents
and pillars of the Hanover Park com-
munity, Eva and Herb Porter. Both
have shared more than 40 years of love,
leadership, and unwavering dedication
to civic engagement.

Eva Porter is a beloved retired educa-
tor in our community. After 30 years of
teaching, she has continued to shape
young minds in and beyond the class-
room.

Eva has served as a trustee of the
Poplar Creek Library Board and as a
board member for school district U-46.
Her passion for service shines through
her volunteer work with organizations
like Kids Hope USA and the American
Cancer Society.

Eva’s passion and commitment to
public service is matched only by her
dear husband, Herb. Currently serving
as a deputy mayor of Hanover Park,
Herb Porter became the first-ever Afri-
can-American Hanover Park trustee
when he was elected in 2019. With near-
ly a decade of elected office, Herb is
currently the longest serving African-
American public official in the north-
west suburban area.

He continues to serve his community
in his roles on the governing board for
the Community and Economic Devel-
opment Association of Cook County as
well as the board of the Alignment Col-
laborative for Education.
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Proud members of the DuPage
NAACP, Eva and Herb Porter’s legacy
of service and uplifting diversity and
equity have inspired countless commu-
nity members to get involved in civic
engagement, including their daughter,
Dr. Chantelle Porter, who was just
elected in 2022 as the first Black female
judge in DuPage County.

While we think of being first and
only, we know we still have a long way
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to go to truly have parity and rep-
resentation across this country, but
the Porter family’s extensive service to
the Hanover Park community is a re-
minder of just how seriously our local
communities take our responsibility to
serve our neighbors and to do so with
compassion and care.

Today, I rise to speak of their leader-
ship, dedication, and exemplary serv-
ice, which serves as a reminder to each
of us here in Congress that we also
have the very same responsibility to
care for our neighbors and our working
families, not special interests and un-
accountable billionaires.

As we take the time to celebrate his-
tory, we are also reminded that we are
making history every single day in
these Chambers and back home in our
districts. Let it be good history. Let it
be history that we are proud of.

Our constituents, including Herb and
Eva, are meeting this moment with the
urgency it deserves, and they right-
fully expect us to follow their lead. I
know I will.

On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District on this 25th day of Feb-
ruary, 2025, I commend Eva and Herb
Porter for their lifelong commitment
to modeling civic responsibility, com-
munity service, and courageous leader-
ship.

Congratulations to Eva and Herb.

———

PROTECTING VETERANS IS NOT
GOVERNMENT WASTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Puerto Rico (Mr. HERNANDEZ) for 5
minutes. .

Mr. HERNANDEZ. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the past weeks, the Federal Gov-
ernment has been cruel to its work-
force. It has offered deferred resigna-
tions. It has laid off employees. It has
sent employees confusing information.

As Jorge Santiago-Rivera, a labor
leader from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs on the island, has said:
The truth is that, yes, we live under
fear. We live under uncertainty.

I worry about the well-being of our
Federal workers. I worry, in particular,
about the well-being of the 13,000 Fed-
eral employees who reside in Puerto
Rico, but I also worry about the thou-
sands of veterans who rely on the VA
for their healthcare needs in Puerto
Rico. Why? Because the lack of struc-
ture and logic behind these cuts di-
rectly affects them.

As Mr. Santiago asks: If you lose 10
emergency workers from the ER, who
helps the patients?

Unsurprisingly, the VA is now scram-
bling to deny deferred resignation re-
quests. In the past, it has had to rehire
workers that it laid off.

The VA is not the only Federal agen-
cy on the island affected by this cha-
otic, irresponsible, negligent program
of Federal cuts. The IRS reportedly
laid off around 200 workers. The Na-
tional Park Service, the USDA, and the
national Forest Service are also laying
off employees.
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Brenda Reyes Tomassini, a labor
leader from the EPA, another agency
affected, described it best: It is dev-
astating, truly, a brutal level of anx-
iety.

What makes this even worse is the
process. Some of these employees have
worked for the Federal Government for
15 or 20 years. They transferred to new
positions, so they appeared as if they
were on probation and have been termi-
nated. That is unacceptable.

Members of this Congress have not
received accurate information about
what is happening. I will be the first
one to acknowledge that government
waste exists. It exists at the Federal
level, the State level, and the munic-
ipal level, but protecting our veterans
is not government waste. Protecting
our national parks and protecting our
national forests, like El Yunque, is not
government waste. Protecting the em-
ployees who work hard to ensure that
millionaires and billionaires don’t
cheat on their taxes is not government
waste. It is what government is for.

In the coming days, my office will be
taking action. We will share resources
for Federal employees so that they
know their rights. We will host a tele-
townhall to hear directly from affected
workers. We will demand transparency
from the agencies responsible for these
layoffs.

I also urge the Government of Puerto
Rico to step up to provide these work-
ers the assistance that the government
of Puerto Rico wusually provides to
workers who are laid off in the tourism
or manufacturing sectors.

To the workers affected, I send a
clear message: I know that being laid
off is painful. It hurts your finances. It
hurts your stability. It can even hurt
your sense of self-worth, but let’s be
clear: You are not the problem. Your
government is the problem. I see you,
hear you, and will fight for you.

————

HONORING GEORGE WALTON
WELLER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and honor an extraor-
dinary American, a true hero in every
sense, George Walton Weller.

For 65 years, Mr. Weller has dedi-
cated his life to the safety and well-
being of his community through the
Verona Volunteer Fire Company. Help-
ing to found the fire company in 1959,
he remains an active member to this
day at age 91. His unwavering commit-
ment to service and deep sense of duty
are nothing short of inspiring.

Long before he answered the call as a
firefighter, Mr. Weller bravely served
our Nation as a member of the United
States Air Force. Serving for 4 years
during the Vietnam war, he defended
the freedoms we hold dear.

Mr. Weller has strengthened his com-
munity in the generations of fire-
fighters he has mentored and his exam-
ple of dedication. Few can claim such a
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legacy, and today, I recognize and
thank George Walton Weller for his ex-
traordinary contributions and selfless
acts of service.

Mr. Speaker, he embodies the very
best of America, and we are forever in-
debted to him.

CELEBRATING SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY’S 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the 150th anniversary of Shen-
andoah University, a proud institution
in historic Winchester, Virginia, that
has shaped minds and transformed
lives for a century and a half.

Founded on February 12, 1875, in Day-
ton, Virginia, Shenandoah took a bold
step back in 1960, relocating 75 miles
north to Winchester and paving the
way for its continued growth and suc-
cess.

For 150 years, Shenandoah University
has remained steadfast in its mission
to provide innovative, high-quality,
and student-focused education, always
keeping the community at its heart.

The university’s legacy has been
shaped by visionary leaders, from A.P.
Funkhouser, its founder, to Dr. Forrest
Racey, who led its relocation, and Dr.
James Davis, under whose leadership it
became a university. Today, that tradi-
tion of excellence continues under Dr.
Tracy Fitzsimmons, Shenandoah’s first
female president, who has guided its re-
markable growth.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Shenandoah University on
this historic milestone and wishing it
continued success for generations to
come.

RECOGNIZING CONCERN HOTLINE

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Concern Hotline, a vital
organization that has provided compas-
sionate, lifesaving support to the resi-
dents of the northern Shenandoah Val-
ley for the past 57 years.

Founded in 1970 in response to a trag-
ic rise in suicides, Concern Hotline has
been a constant source of hope, offering
24/7 crisis intervention and emotional
support. This organization is led by Ex-
ecutive Director Rusty Holland, who
has dedicated himself to ensuring that
anyone in crisis has a trained,
nonjudgmental listener ready to take
the call.

The organization thrives because of
its dedicated volunteers and commu-
nity partnerships with first responders,
mental health providers, and local uni-
versities. Their work has saved count-
less lives, and their mission is simple
but powerful: to keep people safe for
now.

I commend Concern Hotline for its
unwavering commitment to suicide
prevention and crisis intervention. The
northern Shenandoah Valley is strong-
er because of their work, and I wish
them continued success in their mis-
sion.

DEFENDING CONSUMER CHOICE

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to stand against yet another blatant
government overreach—this time an
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attack by the Biden administration on
the ability of hardworking Americans
to choose the appliances that best fit
their needs.

In his final days, President Biden’s
Department of Energy finalized a rule
that effectively bans certain natural
gas water heaters from the market.
This unnecessary regulation is yet an-
other example of the left pushing a rad-
ical Green New Deal agenda at the ex-
pense of American families.

This rule would drive up costs, limit
consumer choice, and hurt American
families and small businesses. It is the
same heavyhanded approach we saw
time and again from the previous ad-
ministration, forcing Americans to buy
expensive, inefficient alternatives in-
stead of letting them decide what
works best for their homes and busi-
nesses.

The DOE has no business dictating
what kind of water heater Americans
can use, and that is why I strongly sup-
port H.J. Res. 20, introduced by my col-
league Congressman GARY PALMER.
This resolution sends a clear message:
Washington bureaucrats do not get to
make these choices for the American
people.

House Republicans will continue
fighting to protect consumer freedom
and keep government overreach out of
our homes. I urge my colleagues to
stand with the American people and
pass this important resolution.

————————

MARKING THIRD ANNIVERSARY
OF UNPROVOKED RUSSIAN INVA-
SION OF UKRAINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BigGs of South Carolina). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. VINDMAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VINDMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to address the House as we
have just marked the third anniversary
of the unprovoked Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

February 24, 2022, the date of the
largest land grab in Europe since World
War II, joins an ignominious list of
others as a day of infamy, but this
month, it is also notorious for some-
thing else.

In this month and this year, the Pax
Americana, the rules-based inter-
national order established in the after-
math of World War II, an order that
has delivered peace and prosperity to
the United States, has been brought to
a dishonorable end.

In this month, Trump ordered the
U.S. Representative to the U.N. to vote
with autocrats and against democracy.

Pete Hegseth, the FOX weekend tele-
vision host improbably elevated into
an American Secretary of Defense, an-
nounced that NATO membership for
Ukraine was off the table. Going fur-
ther, he suggested that Ukraine’s re-
turn to its 2014 borders was no longer
in the cards. Hegseth thereby deprived
Ukraine and the West of two of their
most valuable bargaining chips in de-
termining the shape of any peace
agreement that is to come.

H777

In this same month, Donald Trump,
the President of the United States,
standing facts on their head, called
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the leader of
Ukrainian democracy, an unelected
“dictator,” and incredibly, spewing an-
other blatant falsehood, blamed
Ukraine for starting the war.

In this month, in perhaps the most
shameful statement from an American
President in the history of our Repub-
lic, Trump explained that because Rus-
sia had lost so many soldiers, it was
entitled to keep some or all of the ter-
ritory that it had seized in its
unprovoked war of aggression.

It is bad enough that these are lies
and betrayals of America’s great tradi-
tions.

It is bad enough that these state-
ments legitimize violations of the fun-
damental principles of Pax Americana
and the U.N. Charter. Namely, the
rules of the jungle no longer apply to
international relations—that might
does not make right and that powerful
nations cannot employ force to redraw
international borders at will.

It is bad enough that the Trump ad-
ministration is failing to offer a strong
bargaining position for Ukraine from
which to negotiate a just peace.

It is bad enough that his statements
have sent an unmistakable message to
the world, in particular, Communist
China, that aggression pays.

Things are even worse than all of
that.

Under the tutelage of Donald Trump,
we are witnessing a fundamental trans-
formation of American foreign policy
from a force for good in the world to a
force for evil. Trump is aligning Amer-
ican foreign policy with that of the
Kremlin.

As analyst Phillips O’Brien has put
it: “The USA is now run by gangsters
who both want to ally with other gang-
sters and are using threats of destruc-
tion and violence to get their way.”

O 1100

In the first term, there were guard-
rails because there were adults in the
room. This time there are no such
adults in the room. Trump has sur-
rounded himself with sycophants, yes-
men, third-rate fanatics, and clowns
from the MAGA world. The guardrails
are gone. Trump is free to follow his
peculiar whims and unhinged instincts.
Indeed, he is free to act as would a mad
king.

The results are plain to see. The re-
sults are visible in Trump’s repeated
attacks on Denmark for refusing to sell
Greenland to the United States, an-
other dangerous fantasy which is
roiling relations with a NATO ally that
has been an exceptionally loyal friend
in times of need.

They are visible in the trade war that
Trump is promising to unleash on Mex-
ico, Canada, Europe, and the entire
world with untold consequences for
prosperity everywhere, including here
at home.

They are most visible in the collapse
of our friendship with UKkraine, our
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abandonment of a fledgling democracy
that has been valiantly fighting for its
very existence. Instead of standing by
Ukraine, the Trump administration is
insisting that it yield its natural re-
source wealth to the United States in
exchange for previous American sup-
port without any guarantee of terri-
torial integrity.

This is not the behavior of a great
democratic power, the leader of the
free world. It is the behavior of a Mafia
state engaged in coercion and black-
mail. It is impossible not to be
ashamed by what is being done in the
name of America.

Putin would like nothing more than
to cause internal chaos in Ukraine and
rid Kyiv of Zelenskyy. Trump is fol-
lowing suit. Zelenskyy is absolutely
right when he stated that Trump is liv-
ing inside a disinformation bubble.

At the root, Trump’s policies betray
a fundamental misunderstanding of the
American idea: the fact that we are a
free and self-governing people, a de-
mocracy that has always been a beacon
of liberty.

The President and his billionaire,
shadow co-president have embraced a
dystopian ideology based on falsehoods.
The effect of their disinformation is
rapidly bringing us to a crisis point
where their falsehoods will crash into
the reality of a great power competi-
tion.

If America abandons Ukraine and
embraces the Kremlin, the con-
sequences for the United States and for
the world will prove ruinous. Already,
everywhere Russia has advanced into
Ukrainian territory, its forces have
raped and pillaged and murdered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

DIRE CONSEQUENCES OF FUNDING
FREEZE AND MASS FIRINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. VASQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. VASQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to address the dire con-
sequences of the Federal funding
freezes and mass firings that are dev-
astating communities across the coun-
try, including in my home State of
New Mexico.

Over the past few weeks, I have spo-
ken with New Mexicans who have been
impacted by these reckless decisions.
Their stories are heartbreaking. Their
families are suffering. Rural commu-
nities are reeling, and they deserve to
be heard.

The funding freeze is crippling essen-
tial programs in our State, programs
that provide wildfire prevention, con-
serve rangelands, grasslands, and for-
ests, provide services to veterans, and
fund public safety services. Rural com-
munities and food producers are left
vulnerable. Our national parks and for-
ests are in disarray, and our local
economies are suffering.
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At the same time, mass firings are
stripping thousands of dedicated Fed-
eral workers of their livelihoods. They
are Americans—parents, veterans, and
public servants—who have spent years
serving their communities.

More than 2,400 employees have been
dismissed from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, undermining care for
those who have served our country.

The U.S. Forest Service is losing the
very employees that provide Americans
access to our national treasures and
public lands. These cuts also threaten
wildfire prevention as our State enters
another critical fire season.

The administration has fired 2,300
Department of the Interior employees,
including 800 from the Bureau of Land
Management and another 1,000 from
the National Park Service, crippling
decades of conservation efforts and de-
grading public land management.

These numbers alone are shocking,
but they don’t fully capture the im-
pact. I want to share what my con-
stituents have told me about these
firings because behind every statistic is
a real American.

Jason, a former National Park Serv-
ice employee from Grants, New Mexico,
told me: I received outstanding reviews
on my last evaluation just a week be-
fore I was laid off. The local economy
here in Grants will be devastated. I
moved here to serve my community. I
joined the local library board, and I am
serving my people, but now I am afraid
I will have to leave. There are no op-
tions left.

Devrie, who works with the Friends
of Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge, shared: We already lost two
employees at the refuge. We were
understaffed before, and now if we lose
visitors, my job is next. The Bosque
brings in thousands of tourism dollars
to Socorro, New Mexico. This isn’t just
about jobs. It is about the future of our
communities, and what is happening is
reckless.

Madison, a former probationary Fed-
eral employee in Carlsbad, New Mex-
ico, told me: I lost my dream job on
February 14. Many of us had moved
hours away from our families to serve.
In Carlsbad alone, the government
wasted nearly half a million taxpayer
dollars training us, only to fire us
months later. These mass firings can-
not go unnoticed.

Claudia, who worked at Carlsbad
Caverns National Park, shared this: In
4% months, I dedicated myself to my
work, training others, providing emer-
gency medical services, ensuring vis-
itor safety. Then, without warning, I
was fired. I was told I failed to prove
my skills, despite my experience, my
positive evaluations, and my commit-
ment. How does firing somebody mak-
ing less than $40,000 a year solve the
debt crisis?

These are the voices of our rural
communities. They are not nameless,
faceless numbers to be scratched off by
somebody who wasn’t even elected by
the American people. From their coun-
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try and from this administration, they
deserve better.

As Elon Musk is busy firing thou-
sands of New Mexicans, the Republican
majority is preparing today a budget
that offers American taxpayer dollars
to give massive tax breaks for million-
aires and billionaires. I hope that my
colleagues can justify eliminating a
$40,000 Federal job at a national park
for wildfire prevention so that a mil-
lionaire can take another summer va-
cation to Aruba.

I urge my colleagues to recognize the
human cost of these reckless firings
and funding freezes. I am sure the con-
stituents of my colleagues will make it
clear to them even if they don’t listen
to us today.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish by Mr. VASQUEZ is as
follows:)

Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize a group of
individuals who are the life force of our nation:
our farmworkers. Their commitment and tire-
less efforts in the field ensure that every family
in this country can access fresh, nutritious
food. | see and hear you, and | am proud to
represent you.

Every day, these tireless workers face chal-
lenges that require strength and perseverance.
Whether enduring extreme weather conditions
or working long hours, their work sustains our
economy and feeds our communities. Behind
every meal we enjoy is the constant dedica-
tion of farm workers, who often go unnoticed.

Mr. Speaker, hoy quiero reconocer a un
grupo de personas que son la fuerza vital de
nuestra  nacion:  nuestros  trabajadores
agricolas.

Su compromiso y esfuerzos incansables en
el campo aseguran que todas las familias de
este pais puedan tener alimentos frescos y
nutritivos. Los veo y los escucho y estoy
orgulloso de representarlos.

Cada dia, estos trabajadores incansables
enfrentan desafios que requieren fortaleza y
dedicacion. Trabajan muchas horas en
condiciones climaticas extremas para sostener
nuestra economia y alimentar a nuestras
comunidades. Detras de la comida que
disfrutamos esta la dedicacion constante de
los trabajadores del campo que muchas veces
son invisibles en este pais.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Mexico will provide a
translation of his remarks to the desk.

———

ILL-CONCEIVED BUDGET
RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. STRICKLAND) for b5
minutes.

Ms. STRICKLAND. Madam Speaker,
this week House Republicans are bring-
ing forth their ill-conceived, cruel
budget resolution. This resolution will
set the stage across the board for cuts
on the basic services our constituents
depend on the most. These constitu-
ents, by the way, live in both red
States and blue States.

As the majority brings up their budg-
et resolution, they have already said
what they plan to do because they told
us. They want to take away Head Start
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school lunches. They want to take
away food assistance from children and
needy families. They want to take
away Medicaid and Affordable Care Act
premium assistance. Instead of
strengthening the social safety net, the
MAGA majority has decided to strip
Medicaid coverage from almost 65,000
children in my district alone.

Almost 40 percent of children in
Washington State get their healthcare
through Medicaid, 35 percent of moms
giving birth and their newborn babies
rely on Medicaid for their healthcare,
and the MAGA majority wants to strip
away their healthcare.

If any of my colleagues vote for this,
they have forfeited the right to claim
they are pro-life ever again. It is not
pro-life to take away a newborn baby’s
healthcare. It is not pro-life to take
away healthcare from 65,000 children in
my district. It is not pro-life to take
away food from hungry children.

We were promised that president
Musk and the MAGA majority would
lower costs for the American people
from day one. This does none of that.
Instead, they are trying to take away
healthcare and food from our kids.

I urge everyone to vote ‘‘no” on this
resolution and stop the Republican rip-
off.

UNPRECEDENTED FIRING OF MILITARY LEADERS

Ms. STRICKLAND. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to speak out against the
unprecedented firing of some of our
most qualified and senior military
leadership, including General CQ
Brown, the eminently qualified Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

General Brown is an exceptional
leader, a dedicated servicemember, and
an American hero. His firing, the dis-
missal of Admiral Franchetti, and the
judge advocate generals for the serv-
ices is a travesty. When nominated,
General Brown had logged in over 3,000
flying hours, including 130 combat
hours and command of the Pacific Air
Forces for the U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand. His service and dedication are
impeccable.

Most galling is that the person Presi-
dent Trump nominated is affirmatively
less qualified than General Brown was
when he was nominated. This person
has not even met the most basic quali-
fications to be chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

What does this tell our servicemem-
bers and their families and our future
recruits that expect to be promoted on
merit and ability?

President Trump has decided to
prioritize nominating people who will
make us less safe and less secure be-
cause his only requirement is blind loy-

alty.
As a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, we constantly

hear the drumbeat of needing to pre-
pare for the threats that we face both
today and tomorrow, both here at
home and abroad. President Trump’s
abrupt dismissal has created chaos,
will degrade our readiness, hurt re-
cruitment, and empower our enemies.
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LIFE AND LEGACY OF ERNEST CHARLES TANNER

Ms. STRICKLAND. Madam Speaker,
I rise today, as we celebrate Black His-
tory Month, to recognize the life and
legacy of Ernest ‘“Ernie’’ Charles Tan-
ner.

Ernie Tanner was born in Indianap-
olis, Indiana, on June 5, 1889. His fam-
ily moved to Tacoma, Washington, my
hometown, in 1900, where he attended
Tacoma High School, which is now
known as Stadium High School. At
Whitworth College, he was the first Af-
rican American to play football at the
college level in the entire Pacific
Northwest.

After college, Mr. Tanner worked as
a Tacoma elevator operator, and in 1918
he joined the Tacoma chapter of the
International Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion, then known as ILA. He remained
a member until he died.

In 1934, Mr. Tanner was the only
Black member of the Tacoma strike
committee during the big strike that
shut down every single Pacific Coast
port. Mr. Tanner worked closely with
San Francisco leader, Harry Bridges, to
keep Black and White workers united
during the strike so employers could
not break the union.

He was a trustee of Local 2897 from
1934 to 1936, where he pressured leaders
to pay Black dockworkers the same
wages as their White counterparts.

Ernest Charles Tanner passed away
in 1956 at the age of 66. He achieved
what many seek when they join a
union, the recognition of the dignity of
all work, to rise out of poverty, and to
provide a better life for his family.
This was exemplified when Mr. Tan-
ner’s son, Jack Tanner, became the Pa-
cific Northwest’s first Black Federal
judge in 1978. This is generational suc-
cess and wealth.

Ernie Tanner broke barriers in sports
and labor. On behalf of his community,
it is appropriate that we recognize his
life and legacy today. Happy Black His-
tory Month to everyone.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 12
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. AMODEI) at noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

The Word of the Lord is right and
true. O Lord, bind Your Word this day
to our hearts that it would guide our
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steps and direct our lives with Your
unwavering righteousness.

By Your Word the heavens were made
and the starry host by the breath of
Your mouth. Speak Your Word into our
lives that what we do would be as You
command, and what we profess would
revere You.

Lord, You foil the plans of the na-
tions, You thwart the purposes of the
peoples. Then show forth Your plans
which are sure and stand firm forever.
Reveal the purposes of Your grace plan
through all generations.

For You love righteousness and jus-
tice. Fill the Earth and all who labor in
this place with Your love.

We wait in hope for You, Lord, for
You alone are our help and shield. May
Your unfailing love be with us, Lord,
even as we put our hope in You.

In Your sovereign name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LAMALFA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————
BUDGET RESOLUTION WILL BRING
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY TO
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the im-
portant work we are doing right now
on the budget resolution is going to set
the course to bring really strong fiscal
responsibility back to this Congress
and for our Nation.

It is important that we get on board
and pursue this process so that we can
do even better things later on this
year. There is so much that needs to be
done.

We are seeing the great work that
DOGE is doing in reeling in the size of
our government and trying to claw
back some of the waste that has cost
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the taxpayers money. It is not our
money. It is the taxpayers’ money.

This includes, for example, the great
work done by our Secretary of Trans-
portation Sean Duffy the other day in
California. He pointed out that this
boondoggle, high-speed rail system in
California that has cost about $15 bil-
lion so far now is going to cost $130 bil-
lion.

The quibbling over $4 billion right
now of Federal money that Biden
dumped in at the last minute, we
should claw that back and then stop
the spigot. No more spending. It is $110
billion short of what it is going to take
to build the whole rail from San Fran-
cisco to L.A.

We need to stop the boondoggle
spending. The work of DOGE and the
work of our Budget Committee are
going to be important to set the course
for all of America and on all of these
things we have been wasting so much
money on.

Remember, Mr. Speaker, we have to
respect the taxpayers. It is their
money, not ours.

———

UKRAINE

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Putin
and Trump: a dictator and a wannabe,
and another destroyed Ukrainian city.
Thousands have been murdered and
thousands of children have been Kkid-
napped. Trump disgracefully voted yes-
terday with North Korea and Russia to
blame the murdered, not the murderer.

Trump is joining a rogues’ gallery of
lesser dictators to deny Putin’s mur-
derous invasion, his war crimes, and a
demand that he return occupied
Ukrainian territory. Trump, ‘‘the great
appeaser,” is joined in this appalling
wrong by House Republican accom-
plices.

While Ukrainians dodge bullets and
missiles and are risking death daily,
most of the House Republicans seem
scared into silence by the threat of a
very mean Trump tweet. By its silence,
this Republican white flag surrender
caucus is emboldening our adversaries
to replace the world order established
by both Democratic and Republican
leaders since World War II.

If we fail Ukraine, our democratic
ally, we fail the rule of law. Let’s unite
to resist the appeasement of Putin and
seek a victory for self-determination,
democracy, and freedom.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

MAY COURAGEOUS UKRAINE
PREVAIL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.

Speaker, yesterday marked the tragic
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third anniversary of the invasion of
Ukraine by war criminal Putin con-
cealed as a 30-day special mission, mis-
leading his troops into bringing dress
uniforms for fictional victory parades
in his quest to resurrect the failed So-
viet Union.

Thanks to President Donald Trump,
the Putin invasion convoy was de-
stroyed by Javelin missiles he pre-
viously provided Ukraine. The Ukrain-
ian people courageously and valiantly
fought back with war criminal Putin
importing Iranian drones and sacri-
ficing North Korean troops, confirming
this is a war of dictators in Moscow,
Tehran, Pyongyang, and Beijing.

President Donald Trump is achieving
peace through strength with an em-
powered Ukraine and a now-liberated
Syria because Putin was not able to
save dictator Assad, as Trump praises
Turkiye’s and Saudi Arabia’s success.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators put all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks

imminent, as warned by the FBI.
Trump is building peace through
strength.

——————

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER
APPRECIATION WEEK

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to acknowledge the
dedicated schoolbus drivers who ensure
our children’s safety every day.

During School Bus Driver Apprecia-
tion Week, I had the privilege of riding
along on Mrs. Pamela Respess’ school-
bus at Banks Elementary School in
Lenoir County.

There was so much excitement. It
was an early morning, and we hopped
on the bus after the prechecks.
Throughout the route, Mrs. Respess
greeted students by name, trans-
forming morning faces into smiles.
After parking the schoolbus, the stu-
dents hugged Mrs. Respess as they
hopped off and headed to class.

My experience highlights the vital
role of schoolbus drivers who face enor-
mous challenges like bus shortages and
overcrowding.

We thank our schoolbus drivers
across America like Mrs. Respess not
just today but every day.

———

THANKING ALEX CISNEROS,
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR

(Mrs. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to thank Alex Cisneros for his decade
of service to our Nation as a dedicated
staff member in the House of Rep-
resentatives, most recently as my leg-
islative director over the last 4 years.

His diligent work ethic, sharp intel-
lect, and the ability to build trusting

February 25, 2025

relationships on both sides of the aisle
have made him an invaluable part of
my team.

His legislative team advised me each
week in Congress and shepherded more
than 40 bills through the House and got
more than 15 bills signed into law.

These are real results that have made
a difference in the lives of the Amer-
ican people.

So I thank Alex, and I hope that he
knows how proud we all are of what he
has accomplished.

We will miss Alex, but he will always
be a part of our family.

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF PARMA HEIGHTS POLICE DE-
PARTMENT CHIEF TANYA CZACK

(Mr. MILLER of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate the retirement
of Parma Heights Police Department
Chief Tanya Czack, who is a very good
friend of mine.

Chief Czack has dedicated her career
to upholding the law, protecting her
community, and leading with integ-
rity. With over 35 years of service in
law enforcement, Tanya has risen
through the ranks, starting as a dis-
patcher and becoming the first female
chief in her department’s history.

A graduate of Northwestern Univer-
sity’s prestigious staff and command
program, Chief Czack has not only ex-
celled in her role but has also com-
mitted herself to shaping the future of
law enforcement.

For 17 years she has been an instruc-
tor at police academies, preparing the
next generation of law enforcement of-
ficers to serve with honor, courage, and
dedication to justice

Our community is made better by
people like Chief Czack, and I thank
her for her selfless service and wish her
a very happy retirement. I will see her
Friday.

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST ME-
MORIAL COUNCIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 2302,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2025, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council:

Mr. KUSTOFF, Tennessee

Mr. BACON, Nebraska

Mr. MILLER, Ohio

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND
COOPERATION IN EUROPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 3003,
and the order of the House of January
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3, 2025, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the Commission
on Security and Cooperation in Europe:

Mr. WILSON, South Carolina, Co-
Chair

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
CANADA-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2025, of the following Member on the
part of the House to the Canada-United
States Interparliamentary Group:

Mr. HUIZENGA, Michigan, Chair

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276L,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2025, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group:

Mrs. KiMm, California

Mr. MEUSER, Pennsylvania

Mr. ADERHOLT, Alabama

Mr. SMUCKER, Pennsylvania

Mr. CoLE, Oklahoma

Mr. KEAN, New Jersey

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 20, PROVIDING FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
RELATING TO “ENERGY CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM: ENERGY
CONSERVATION STANDARDS FOR
CONSUMER GAS-FIRED INSTAN-
TANEOUS WATER HEATERS”;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 35, PROVIDING FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO
“WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE,
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS”; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. CON.
RES. 14, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2025

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 161 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 161

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 20) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Department of En-
ergy relating to ‘“Energy Conservation Pro-
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gram: Energy Conservation Standards for
Consumer Gas-fired Instantaneous Water
Heaters”. All points of order against consid-
eration of the joint resolution are waived.
The joint resolution shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the joint resolution are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the joint resolution and on any amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 35) providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘“Waste Emissions Charge
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems:
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions’’. All points
of order against consideration of the joint
resolution are waived. The joint resolution
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the joint resolu-
tion are waived. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the joint resolu-
tion and on any amendment thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except:
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce or their respective designees; and
(2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034. The first reading of the concur-
rent resolution shall be dispensed with. All
points of order against consideration of the
concurrent resolution are waived. General
debate shall not exceed three hours, with
two hours of general debate confined to the
congressional budget equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Budget or
their respective designees and one hour of
general debate on the subject of economic
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Schweikert of Ari-
zona and Representative Beyer of Virginia or
their respective designees. The amendment
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution shall be
considered as adopted in the House and in
the Committee of the Whole. The concurrent
resolution, as amended, shall be considered
as read. After general debate the Committee
shall rise and report the concurrent resolu-
tion, as amended, to the House. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the concurrent resolution and amendments
thereto to adoption without intervening mo-
tion except amendments offered by the chair
of the Committee on the Budget pursuant to
section 305(a)(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 to achieve mathematical consist-
ency. The concurrent resolution shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion of its adoption.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Indiana is recognized
for 1 hour.
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Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this rule and in support of
the underlying legislation.

Last night, the Rules Committee met
and produced a rule, House Resolution
161, providing for the House’s consider-
ation of several pieces of legislation,
including a closed rule for H. Con. Res.
14, the budget resolution.

The rule provides for 2 hours of de-
bate for the Committee on the Budget
or their respective designees to debate
the congressional budget and an addi-
tional hour equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative SCHWEIKERT
of Arizona and Representative BEYER
of Virginia or their respective des-
ignees to debate economic goals and
policies.

The rule further permits the chair of
the Committee on the Budget to offer
amendments in the House to achieve
mathematical consistency and provides
that the concurrent resolution shall
not be subject to a demand for division
of the question at its adoption.

Additionally, the rule provides for
consideration of H.J. Res. 20, a CRA re-
lating to the DOE’s water heater rule,
under a closed rule. The rule provides
for 1 hour of debate equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking
member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce or their respective des-
ignees and provides for one motion to
recommit.

Finally, the rule provides for consid-
eration of H.J. Res. 35, a CRA relating
to EPA’s methane tax, under a closed
rule. The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
or their respective designees and pro-
vides for one motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, notable among the bills
this rule provides for is the House
budget resolution, H. Con. Res. 14. This
budget resolution marks the first step
for House Republicans to advance
President Trump’s America First agen-
da.

We have heard plenty of fear-
mongering and flatout dishonesty from
Democrats and their liberal media al-
lies about what is included in this reso-
lution. To be clear, this resolution
unlocks the path forward to deliver on
our promises to the American people.

Over the next hour, Members are
going to hear all of the identity groups
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the Democrats want my colleagues to
believe this bill hurts. Members will
hear them say that Republicans are
abandoning the middle class and cut-
ting benefits. None of that is true.

The truth is, there is not one single
cut in this bill to any specific program
or benefit. The truth is the Democratic
Party abandoned the middle class for
the liberal elite class a long time ago.
The election last November should
have been a wake-up call that the
American people don’t believe them
anymore, nor should they.

The Democrats are desperate for at-
tention and for power. Don’t give it to
them.

Let’s set the record straight about
what this budget resolution actually
accomplishes.

It will provide funding for border se-
curity, provide for our national de-
fense, and restore American energy
independence. It will provide tax relief
for working families.

On border security, Biden’s open-bor-
der policies resulted in over 8.5 million
encounters at the southern border
since 2021, a 500 percent increase in ille-
gal crossings, and over $115 billion in
costs to State and local governments.
Most tragically, Biden’s border crisis
allowed unprecedented amounts of
deadly fentanyl into our communities,
killing over 100,000 Americans.

Next, this bill enables us to perma-
nently protect tax relief. President
Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act pro-
vided critical relief to middle-class
families and small businesses. Ameri-
cans are still experiencing high prices
because we are still recovering from
Bidenomics.

Prices are up 21 percent. Real wages
have declined by more than 3 percent.
Mortgage rates have skyrocketed.
Credit card delinquencies have risen by
over b0 percent. Bidenomics cost Amer-
ican families more than $11,000 every
year for the last 4 years.

Next, this budget resolution
prioritizes energy independence. Under
President Trump’s first administra-
tion, the United States was energy
independent for the first time in 40
years. That stopped the day Joe Biden
took office, and American families
have been hurting ever since.

Under President Biden, the American
energy production was severely re-
stricted. Federal lands were blocked
from responsible energy development,
and the Strategic Petroleum Reserve
was drained.

Simply put, again, the budget resolu-
tion is a framework that will allow us
to deliver on the demands of the Amer-
ican people to secure the border, elimi-
nate wasteful spending, revitalize
Biden’s broken economy, and safeguard
our economic prosperity by providing
permanent tax relief for working fami-
lies. I hope our Democratic colleagues
will join us in those efforts.

This budget resolution kicks off the
reconciliation process and allows our
work to begin. Once adopted, our com-
mittees and the entire House will begin
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detailed work to achieve these impor-
tant goals for the American people.

Mr. Speaker, this rule also provides
for consideration of two Congressional
Review Act measures: H.J. Res. 20 and
H.J. Res. 35.

H.J. Res. 20 provides for congres-
sional disapproval of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy
relating to energy conservation stand-
ards for consumer gas-fired instanta-
neous water heaters.

The rule we seek to overturn with
this legislation effectively bans certain
natural gas water heaters from the
market, placing unnecessary financial
burdens on consumers, especially sen-
iors and low-income households.

H.J. Res. 35 provides for congres-
sional disapproval of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to natural gas fa-
cilities. The EPA’s rule imposes a sig-
nificant fee on methane emissions from
oil and natural gas facilities. The fee is
essentially a pass-through cost to con-
sumers that will raise prices, harm do-
mestic energy production, and increase
our reliance on other countries to meet
our own energy needs.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the
consideration of these important pieces
of legislation. I urge the passage of this
rule, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. HOUCHIN) for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, before I get into my
statement, let me begin by saying that
I keep on hearing from the other side
that this is just a budget resolution
and that it doesn’t have any actual
policies in it. Yet, the gentlewoman re-
ferred to all the tax cuts.

Can she point me to where the reso-
lution says anything about tax cuts? Of
course, the answer is that it doesn’t.

What it does is simply instruct our
tax-writing committees to write legis-
lation to spend $4.5 trillion, just as it
instructs our SNAP committee to cut
$290 billion and our Medicaid com-
mittee to cut $880 billion.

Republicans cannot have it both
ways and pretend that the harms aren’t
real while the tax cuts are, but we
know the harms are real. We know
what is planned, and we have seen the
leaked document.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, it looks
like facts and truth have absolutely no
place in this administration or in this
Republican Party. We already knew
that this administration lies like a rug.

First, we heard that the TUnited
States was sending $50 million worth of
condoms to Hamas, which was a lie.

Then we heard it was Ukraine that
started the war, not Russia, which is
another lie.

Then we heard that the terrible plane
crash here in Washington happened be-
cause of diversity programs, which was
also a lie.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. HOUCHIN) wants us to be-
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lieve that not a single thing in the
budget she is arguing for is going to
hurt anyone at all and that there isn’t
a single tax giveaway to billionaires in
their budget.

Guess what, Mr. Speaker. It is simply
not accurate.

We all saw this coming. We did. Last
month, at Trump’s inauguration, who
was in the front row? It wasn’t people
on Medicaid. It wasn’t factory workers.
It wasn’t nurses or teachers or fire-
fighters. It wasn’t even his own Cabi-
net. It was the richest people in the
world, and that is who this Republican
budget helps.

It steals from taxpayers and funnels
the money to those at the very top.
Imagine stealing from school meals for
kids so that billionaires could get an-
other tax giveaway.

Last night, in the Rules Committee,
the gentlewoman claimed: No, no, no.
Democrats can’t prove there are any
cuts in this budget. Except, Mr. Speak-
er, we can. We can. Let me lay it out as
simply as I can for people.

The Republican budget cuts, for ex-
ample, $330 billion from programs re-
lated to education, and the same Rep-
resentative who wrote this budget, the
chair of the Budget Committee, Mr.
ARRINGTON, also wrote this document
right here, Mr. Speaker, which I have
in front of me. It says in black and
white that those education cuts in-
clude $12 billion from school meals.
How dare my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle.

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that the gen-
tlewoman doesn’t like these facts, but
they are facts.

School meals are just one example.
This budget makes deep, deep cuts to
Medicaid, including Ilong-term care;
deep cuts to food assistance for hungry
families; and deep cuts to Pell grants.
These cuts are going to hurt people.

I ask the gentlewoman a simple ques-
tion: Whose side is she on? Does she
want to stand with the school kids in
her district who rely on school meals
to get through the day, or does she side
with the billionaires who are getting
another tax giveaway in this budget?

Does she stand with the 178,119 con-
stituents in her district who are on
Medicaid? Does she stand with the
thousands and thousands of kids in her
district who rely on school meals, or
does she stand with the greedy corpora-
tions who are price gouging struggling
families?

I know where I stand, Mr. Speaker,
and we are going to fight like hell to
oppose this awful Republican budget
because we know whose side we are on.
We are going to fight like our constitu-
ents’ lives depend on it because they
do.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the other
side for finally saying that some of
these things that they have been harp-
ing on for the last several hours and 24-
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hour segments is not true. There is
nothing in this budget resolution that
presumes cuts to specific programs.
Our Democratic colleagues admitted
this much themselves last night.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation simply
provides flexible spending targets for
authorizing committees to best deter-
mine what is feasible within their ju-
risdiction.

I remind my Democratic colleagues
that this resolution is the first step in
a process to let reconciliation begin,
when the real work will happen in the
committees. If my colleagues have con-
cerns about potential cuts being pro-
posed once the authorizing committees
begin their work, there will be ample
opportunity to debate, provide amend-
ment, and find opportunities in the rec-
onciliation instructions for common
ground.

Unlike my friends on the other side,
we don’t view the Rules Committee as
the first stop in the legislative process,
but, rather, the last. We should let the
committees do their work and not pre-
judge the outcomes or make baseless
accusations and presumptions.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
NORMAN), my friend.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman HOUCHIN for leading
this debate, and I rise in full support of
the House budget resolution as intro-
duced by Chairman ARRINGTON.
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What our viewers, both in the bal-
cony and watching this by TV, are
going to see is two different
worldviews.

My friends on the left think tax
money is their money, that you
shouldn’t know where it is spent in any
shape, form, or fashion.

Where they want to spend our tax
dollars, which is now being uncovered
by Elon Musk, is on a variety of things,
but it began 4 years ago with the inva-
sion of the border.

My friends from the left, the minute
the Biden administration took office,
opened the gates for over 170 different
countries to let everybody and anybody
into this country. My friends on the
left allowed 400,000 unaccompanied mi-
nors to come into this country, and we
don’t know what happened to them. It
is not good, though.

They claim to sympathize with peo-
ple in this country, but what about
sympathy for the children? They did
nothing to stop the invasion at the bor-
der. They had words, but that is all it
was.

They want the American people to
know that it is their money to spend
on illegal aliens’ free college tuition,
putting it on the backs of the everyday
working man.

This is the first step in a long jour-
ney of what we are voting on today.
From the very first day I set foot in
this Chamber, I have always promised
my constituents that I would do every-
thing within my power to reinstate fis-
cal sanity to our great Nation.
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What is worse than a bankrupt coun-
try? How does that help children? How
does that help single moms? It doesn’t.
That is what this bill attempts to stop
or at least begin the process of healing.

We now suffer from World War II lev-
els of indebtedness and pay more on in-
terest than we do on our national de-
fense, to the tune of over $880 billion in
interest.

Unfortunately, many Members of
Congress have demonstrated a com-
plete lack of fiscal discipline and will
try to spoil a strong bill that President
Trump himself has endorsed.

This budget resolution enables us to
reach over $4.5 trillion in tax cuts for
hardworking Americans and more than
$2 trillion in spending cuts, a concept
that Congress has been foreign to for
way too long.

With a historic trifecta, since the Re-
publicans were elected by 77 million
people to control the House, the Sen-
ate, and the executive branch, we have
the opportunity to deliver on our
promise to America. We must do what
is best for them, including raising the
debt ceiling by $4 trillion to prevent
Democrats from using a fiscal crisis to
hold Trump’s agenda hostage.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
CISCOMANI). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, due to
the previous Biden administration’s
failed security measures, included in
our budget is $300 billion in critical and
urgent funding for strengthened border
security and our Armed Forces.

America is paying twice. We pay to
ship illegals over here. We pay to feed
illegals over here. We pay to house
illegals over here. Now, we are having
to take them back. We are for immi-
gration, but the right way.

All in all, this package, combined
with economic growth unleashed by
the America First agenda, can ensure
it will provide a deficit-neutral out-
come, including seven times the
amount of cuts that were initially un-
veiled. For every dollar that Repub-
licans surpass the goal of spending
cuts, there will be another dollar in tax
cuts.

I am proud to support this budget
that finally implements fiscal and
budgetary constraints on Congress. It
is the first step to unlocking the rec-
onciliation process ahead of us.

Previously, under Democrats’ failed
leadership, which we had 4 years of,
nonsense welfare programs ate at the
budget, allotting billions for mindless
spending.

The American people have had
enough, which is why we are in the new
age of the golden age.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for allowing me to speak and
for putting this argument up.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, there are just a couple
of points I will make.
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I am still waiting for the gentle-
woman from Indiana to tell me where
the tax cuts are in this budget. My col-
leagues can’t have it both ways. They
can’t say there are all these tax cuts in
this budget, yet there are no cuts. The
reality is, there are cuts in this budget.

To the gentleman who just spoke
from South Carolina, he may need a re-
minder. Maybe he could do a townhall
in his district. He might get an earful.
Mr. Speaker, 74,000 of his constituents
received coverage under the Affordable
Care Act.

By supporting this resolution, he is
betraying the 148,948 constituents in
his district who depend on Medicaid for
their essential care and the 85,000 con-
stituents in the Fifth District who rely
on SNAP to put food on the table.

Maybe do a townhall and listen to
constituents rather than just big do-
nors.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1% minutes to
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose the Re-
publican budget resolution that utterly
betrays middle-class Americans and
threatens to explode the deficit.

This deceitful budget would gut Med-
icaid, schools, and affordable housing,
all so Republican billionaire donors
can get more tax breaks.

Instead of cutting costs for families,
it undermines veterans’ benefits and
forces millions more families to live
paycheck to paycheck. Instead of low-
ering prices at the pharmacy or the su-
permarket, this budget will bleed
Americans dry. Billionaires get a wind-
fall, and taxpayers get stuck with the
bill.

This budget would swipe food from
seniors and children, and in my dis-
trict, ACA healthcare premiums would
leap by almost $500. A 60-year-old
Broward County couple with a house-
hold income of $85,000 would see their
ACA premiums jump $16,000 a year, a
226 percent increase.

How does this Republican rip-off help
American families? Long story short,
it won’t.

I urge my colleagues to reject this
billionaire buyout budget that would
crush working families, make Ameri-
cans less safe and secure, blow out the
debt, and devastate lifesaving re-
sources that families need.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. Fo0XX), chair-
woman of the Rules Committee.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
rule, which provides consideration of
the fiscal year 2025 budget resolution.

Our Nation stands at a fiscal cross-
roads, one where we are beckoned to
answer a simple yet pertinent question:
What path will we choose to go down?
The answer to that question is clear:
We must embark upon a path that re-
stores the fiscal health and vitality of
the Nation.
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Many have lobbed spurious carica-
tures and distorted criticisms at this
budget resolution, but the truth is that
it will work to put the Nation back
upon a sound footing where it belongs.

Last night at the Rules Committee,
we caught Democrats dead to rights. A
Democrat tried to refer to the alleged
“‘cuts” in our debate but instead ad-
mitted that ‘‘it is not there.”

That is right. It is not in the budget
resolution. You simply cannot find pro-
grammatic cuts in any respect, and I
stand here to tell the truth about this
budget and the rule we need to get it
across the line.

From shielding Americans from the
greatest tax increase in history to sup-
porting the military, allocating re-
sources to the Trump administration
to secure the border and to trimming
wasteful programs, our budget resolu-
tion has solutions that the American
people expect and demand.

President Trump specifically re-
quested ‘‘one big, beautiful bill,” and
House Republicans have answered that
request with a constructive, full-bodied
product.

Now, let’s juxtapose our beautiful
bill with the failed reconciliation
schemes passed by Democratic Con-
gresses.

They used it to pass ObamaCare, rob-
bing Medicare of over $700 billion of
funds in the process and kicking Amer-
icans off their health insurance plans
after promising to keep them.

They hijacked the process to pass the
so-called American Rescue Plan to
waste over $2 trillion in taxpayer
funds, fueling the greatest inflation
rates in generations.

Lastly, they used the reconciliation
process just a few years ago to pass one
of the worst pieces of legislation in the
modern era, the so-called Inflation Re-
duction Act. That catastrophe of a bill
was a one-way ticket to financial ruin.
It wasted money on green energy
schemes, punished companies that
proudly develop American energy, and
ironically drove up costs for every
American family.

I will let our deficit-reducing, border-
securing, tax cut-preserving, American
energy-strengthening budget stand
against the failed record of congres-
sional Democrats any day of the week.

The truth is that Americans win
under the Trump agenda and this budg-
et. This blueprint is a framework on
which Congress can deliver the agenda
the American people want and deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
rule and the underlying resolution.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman is
talking about what was said in the
Rules Committee last night. I will take
a couple of minutes to talk about how
people voted in the Rules Committee
last night.

We gave Republicans a chance last
night in the Rules Committee. We said
if they really don’t believe that this
budget cuts funding for school meals, if
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they really believe what they are say-
ing, then they can vote to ensure the
American people that they are not
going to steal school meals from kids
in order to give tax breaks for million-
aires. Every Republican voted no,
every single one of them.

Then, Democrats offered an amend-
ment to protect Medicaid. Medicaid, as
you know, Mr. Speaker, covers 41 per-
cent of all births in the United States,
nearly half of children with special
healthcare needs, and five in eight
nursing home residents. We asked them
not to cut Medicaid in order to fund
tax breaks for billionaires. Every Re-
publican voted no.

Then, Democrats offered an amend-
ment to extend tax cuts for people
making under $400,000 while ensuring
that corporations and billionaires pay
their fair share. We asked Republicans
to continue tax cuts for only those who
need it the most because those are the
tax cuts they let expire while their tax
cuts for greedy corporations were made
permanent. We asked them to
prioritize working families over greedy
corporations. Every Republican voted
no.

Then, Democrats offered an amend-
ment preventing tax giveaways for peo-
ple earning over $1 million a year.
Every Republican voted no.

We wanted to see if there was anyone
so rich that Republicans don’t think
they deserve a tax giveaway, so we
asked them to vote against tax breaks
for people earning over $100 million per
year. We asked them to side with fac-
tory workers and firefighters over
hedge fund managers and billionaire
bankers. Every Republican voted no.

We even offered an amendment pre-
venting tax cuts for people with a net
worth of over—get this—$1 billion.
Every Republican voted no.

They betrayed their constituents.
They voted to steal from the American
people in order to protect tax breaks
for billionaires.

Again, this is about whose side you
are on. Republicans showed us last
night with their votes whose side they
are on, and it is not the working people
of this country.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3% minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JACK).

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, in addition
to the budget resolution, which I sup-
port, I rise today in support of the rule
for H.J. Res. 20, a resolution authorized
by the Congressional Review Act that
will enable our Congress to repeal a
job-killing Biden administration regu-
lation that would ban and eliminate
noncondensing tankless water heaters,
an American product made by blue-col-
lar American workers in the heart of
my congressional district in Georgia.

This regulation was passed in the
midnight hours of the Biden adminis-
tration on December 26, after Christ-
mas and weeks after Americans sound-
ly rejected the Biden-Harris regulatory
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regime administration, putting in peril
the livelihoods of hundreds of my con-
stituents the day after Christmas.

To put this into perspective, noncon-
densing tankless water heaters account
for 40 percent of our country’s tankless
water heater market. A majority of
those noncondensing tankless water
heaters are manufactured in my con-
gressional district by an incredible
company called Rinnai America Cor-
poration.

These water heaters are the most ad-
vanced and efficient noncondensing
tankless water heaters on the market.
Perhaps most importantly, Rinnai
America is the only company that
builds noncondensing tankless water
heaters on American soil.

Rinnai America is headquartered in
my hometown of Peachtree City, and 3
years ago, it opened a state-of-the-art
facility in Griffin, Georgia, two cities I
proudly represent in this Congress.
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Over 500 of my constituents are
working to manufacture and market
the very water heaters the Biden ad-
ministration attempted to outlaw. This
job-killing regulation imposed by the
Biden administration is yet another
painful example of the left’s war on hy-
drocarbons.

The purpose of this regulation is to
try to single out and eliminate an
American manufacturer of noncon-
densing tankless water heaters. Effec-
tively, the Biden administration and
the government were trying to alter
the market on their own by picking
winners and losers, which is something
that consumers should do, not
unelected nameless bureaucrats.

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle have spent an
enormous amount of time the past few
weeks trying to convince Americans
they are the party of blue-collar Amer-
ican workers.

Well, in the spirit of bipartisanship, I
encourage my Democratic colleagues
to join me in support of this resolution
to protect and champion hundreds of
blue-collar American jobs in the heart
of our country. To my Republican col-
leagues, let’s join together as a team
and end this war on hydrocarbons now.

President Trump’s White House has
explicitly endorsed this resolution, and
I urge all of my Republican colleagues
to join us and vote for this critical leg-
islation to empower consumer choice
and champion American manufac-
turing.

I will close by saying, we expect this
vote later this week. I hope everyone in
this House joins me in support of this
legislation in defense of blue-collar
American workers.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

We are here talking about billions of
dollars of cuts to Medicaid, school
meals, and food for children, and this
guy is talking about tankless water
heaters. I mean, read the room.

I should just say that by supporting
this budget resolution, he is betraying
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125,952 constituents in his district that
depend on Medicaid for their essential
care.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1% minutes to
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
MAGAZINER).

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to Donald Trump, Elon
Musk, and House Republicans stealing
trillions of dollars from the middle
class to fund massive tax cuts for bil-
lionaires. Instead of focusing on the
cost of living or making America safer,
Republicans are planning a massive
giveaway to the rich, with working
people picking up the tab.

They want $2 trillion in tax cuts for
people making more than $500,000 a
year by extending Trump’s 2017 tax
plan. That is $2 trillion for people mak-
ing more than $500,000 a year.

How are they going to pay for it?

By cutting Medicaid.

That is healthcare for 77 million
Americans, 80,000 Rhode Islanders, in-
cluding seniors, children, and people
with disabilities.

Nursing homes and community
health centers all across this country
will shut down.

It is not just healthcare. This bill
takes money from education, farmers,
and small businesses, all for billionaire
tax cuts. These Republicans are not
fighting for the middle class. They are
fighting for Donald and Elon’s rich
friends at Mar-a-Lago, and the middle
class is paying for it.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.”

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COSTA).

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I strongly
oppose this rule that enables a reckless
Republican budget resolution to go for-
ward. Let me tell you why.

Republicans claim to be lowering
costs, but their plan, in my view, does
just the opposite.

Let me bring it all home. In Califor-
nia’s 21st Congressional District which
I have the honor and privilege to rep-
resent, the wonderful people in the San
Joaquin Valley, 456,532 people could
lose their Medicaid under this rule and
budget resolution.

Under this rule and resolution, 131,000
people could lose their SNAP benefits.

Over 25,000 people could lose coverage
through the Affordable Health Care
Act. We have made remarkable
progress as a result of the Affordable
Health Care Act, reducing the number
of people without insurance in our con-
stituency to less than 10 percent. That
would be changed.

There would be $3 million in energy
and conservation funds that would be
withheld from farmers in my district.

If you want to put the American peo-
ple first, we must reject this debacle
and begin on a real bipartisan basis to
pass a budget that fits the American
people.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from
Minnesota (Ms. MORRISON).

Ms. MORRISON. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise on behalf of the nearly 80 million
Americans across the country who get
their health insurance through Med-
icaid.

I rise as a physician who has cared
for patients for more than 20 years, and
I implore my colleagues to recognize
that health insurance is not just a
throwaway line item that you can
scratch out in a budget. It is the dif-
ference between being able to receive
the lifesaving healthcare people need
or not.

Medicaid is the single largest source
of healthcare coverage in the United
States. Medicaid covers nearly half of
all children, and it is the largest in-
surer of kids with disabilities. Med-
icaid is a vital source of prenatal and
postpartum care for women, and it cov-
ers more than 40 percent of births in
our country.

The Republicans’ dangerous proposal
today is selling out the health and
wellness of kids, families, seniors in
nursing homes, and people with disabil-
ities.

Why? To make room for tax breaks
for millionaires? This is wrong. We
cannot stand for this.

We need our colleagues across the
aisle to stand up for our children and
families.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I no-
tice there are not a lot of people on the
other side wanting to defend this budg-
et.

I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from California (Mr. GOMEZ).

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican budget can be summed up in
three simple words: defund, defraud,
and deceive.

First, the Republicans want to
defund social safety mnet programs
working families rely on, like Med-
icaid, school meals, and food stamps.

In my district alone, 425,000 individ-
uals depend on Medicaid for their
healthcare. That includes kids and peo-
ple with disabilities.

Second, Republicans want to defraud
the American people by taking money
from working families to hand out
massive tax breaks to billionaires and
corporations who pay little to no taxes.

Finally, they are trying to deceive
the American people by claiming that
they are not cutting any programs, but
we know at the end of the day that
their budget will include cuts to Med-
icaid and programs that families de-
pend on.

Republicans need to step up because
this is not just a blue State or a Demo-
cratic issue. This will cut benefits,
healthcare benefits, for hundreds of
thousands, if not millions, of Ameri-
cans across the country, including
171,000 in Arizona’s Sixth District.

We need Republicans to step up and
not be shameful and pass this budget.
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Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
know if the gentlewoman wants to give
us some of her time because we have a
lot of speakers over here. I guess not.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
TOKUDA).

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to the House Repub-
lican budget resolution, a blatant at-
tempt to strip healthcare and food aid
away from everyday Americans.

With up to $2.5 trillion in Medicaid
cuts and $230 billion slashed from
SNAP, this budget plan would leave
millions of families and seniors with-
out essential support. Rural America
would suffer the most.

Nationwide, more than 12 million
rural Americans rely on Medicaid, and
SNAP participation is higher in rural
areas than urban ones. In my home
State of Hawaii, over 350,000 people
rely on Medicaid, and nearly one in five
depend on SNAP to eat. Rural Ameri-
cans, who live in 181 of our congres-
sional districts, red and blue, already
face some of the harshest health dis-
parities, living 3 to 10 years less than
their urban counterparts. These cuts
will only deepen such inequities and
leave them with no safety net.

Let me be clear. These cuts will cost
lives. These are not just numbers. They
are real people. They are our neigh-
bors, our grandparents, and our chil-
dren. At a time when too many are
struggling, Republicans are delivering
tax breaks to billionaires on the backs
of our working families.

Americans in rural America deserve
better. Our country deserves better. I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.”

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me just say, by the way, Mr.
Speaker, how is that mandate going for
you guys now that voters are realizing
that you betrayed them?

Let’s look at some newspapers from
around the country: ‘‘Georgia Con-
gressman confronted by angry crowd
over support for Trump’s agenda.”

This is from The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution: “U.S. Rep. Rich McCor-
mick was peppered with boos and cat-
calls throughout a townhall meeting in
Roswell late Thursday, as hundreds of
critics jeered the Republican for back-
ing President Donald Trump’s agenda
during his first month in office.”

There is another one. “U.S. Rep.
Glenn Grothman faces hostile crowd in
Oshkosh townhall meeting.”’” That is in
Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

‘“Protesters urge Rep. Scott Perry to
say no to Medicaid cuts.” That is in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

““Outside Congressman’s office, pro-
testers make noise over potential Med-
icaid cuts.” That is from Representa-
tive RYAN MACKENZIE’S district in
Salisbury Township in Pennsylvania.

I could spend an hour reading these
into the RECORD, Mr. Speaker. Repub-
licans are getting chewed out at all of
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their townhalls. Something is hap-
pening in this country right now, and
you can feel it. People are waking up
to the betrayal, and they are angry.
They have a right to be angry.

My Republican colleagues need to re-
member that when they vote for this
budget, they are on record. They have
made it clear that they serve the bil-
lionaires and not their voters.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
SORENSEN).

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, look-
ing around this room, I ask: Shouldn’t
our government benefit those we rep-
resent back home?

However, what is being presented by
my Republican colleagues today is a
plan that would gut healthcare for
152,483 of my neighbors at home who
depend on Medicaid, more than 66,000
kids under the age of 19. Ten thousand
seniors back home rely on Medicaid in
Illinois’ 17th District for their nursing
home coverage.

While you may see this as a numbers
game in a budget, I see families. I see
neighbors. I see loved ones.

Let me let you in on a secret because
there aren’t any Republicans in this
room. There are more Republican con-
stituents of mine that are calling my
office saying: We may have voted for
Donald Trump, but we didn’t vote for
him to do this.

This is cruel and unusual punishment
to single out everyday Americans,
making them go without.

Also, billionaire donors and big cor-
porations get tax breaks to make them
more wealthy.

Let’s get back to doing the work for
the American people who need us to do
this work the most.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire how much time both sides have
remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 123%
minutes remaining.

The gentlewoman from Indiana has
12 minutes remaining.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I note
the gentlewoman doesn’t seem to have
any other speakers. I was wondering
whether she might want to lend us
some of her time.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELOSI), the Speaker Emerita, a power-
ful leader in the Democratic Caucus
and for the country.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding and for his
exuberant presentation of opposition to
this budget. I thank him for all the
amendments he proposed to improve
upon it. Sadly, the Republicans didn’t
accept just one.

Here we go again. The last time the
Republicans had a majority in the
House and Senate and President Trump
in the White House, they passed a ter-
rible bill that was a tax cut for the rich
that gave 83 percent of the benefits to
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the wealthiest people, the top 1 percent
in our country, and added $2 trillion to
the national debt.

This year, they are doubling down on
that, $4 trillion to the national debt,
and they call that fiscal sanity. They
are doing it by steering taxpayer dol-
lars from Medicaid to give additional
tax breaks to billionaires and big cor-
porations.

People think of Medicaid sometimes
as a poor children’s program, and that
would be sufficient justification for it
all, but it is a middle-income benefit.
Seniors who need long-term healthcare
need Medicaid.

Members should listen to their con-
stituents and hear what they have to
say about what it means to their fiscal
well-being. Listen to constituents. The
numbers are staggering.

By voting for this cruel bill, they are
betraying hardworking Americans by
raising costs for all those already
struggling to make ends meet. The
President said he was going to reduce
the cost of living. He didn’t. He said he
would reduce inflation. He didn’t.
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Mr. Speaker, indeed a vote for this
budget is a vote against Medicaid, rip-
ping away healthcare from children,
people with disabilities, and seniors. It
is a vote against SNAP, as the distin-
guished chairman indicated, taking
food out of the mouths of babies.

They do that with glee while Presi-
dent Trump and congressional Repub-
licans are choosing to protect billion-
aires, by the way, who benefit from
Medicaid with people cleaning their
homes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, we are led
and unified by HAKEEM JEFFRIES. We
are united in our commitment to work
for working families. That is why I
urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on this extreme meas-
ure, and I thank the distinguished
chairman for his leadership.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to include in the
RECORD an article from the Economic
Policy Institute titled: ‘““The House Re-
publicans’ plan to cut Medicaid to pay
for tax cuts for the rich would slash in-
comes for the bottom 40 percent.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

[From the Economic Policy Institute,
February 19, 2025]

THE HOUSE REPUBLICANS’ PLAN To CUT MED-
ICATD To PAY FOR TAX CUTS FOR THE RICH
WOULD SLASH INCOMES FOR THE BOTTOM 40
PERCENT

The

(By Josh Bivens)
The clearest legislative priority of the
Trump administration and the Republican-
led Congress is to keep taxes low for the
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richest households and corporations. Last
week, House Republicans submitted a budget
resolution that calls for $800 billion in cuts
to Medicaid—the program that provides
health insurance for low-income Ameri-
cans—to help pay for extending the 2017 Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), which primarily
benefits the highest earners. President
Trump endorsed the House plan earlier this
morning, despite vowing yesterday to not
cut Medicaid.

Besides being unfair, the cost of this over-
all tax cut would be large enough to put
huge stress on other parts of the economy,
no matter how it is paid for. But the cost-
liest way to pay for this would be to enact
large cuts in spending programs like Med-
icaid that provide benefits to economically
vulnerable families. These cuts would equal
almost 11 percent of all Medicaid spending
over the proposed time period.

In a forthcoming report, we highlight just
how damaging these Medicaid cuts would be
for typical families. Health coverage is ex-
pensive in the U.S., and the value of Medic-
aid’s coverage is equal to a huge share of the
total income of poorer families. In fact, a
family health insurance plan in private mar-
kets can cost more than what the bottom 20
percent of families earns in an entire year.

Figure 1 below shows the House budget res-
olution’s average cut to Medicaid benefits
for the bottom 40 percent of the income dis-
tribution, expressed as a share of average in-
come. It also shows how much extending the
TCJA’s expiring provisions would boost in-
comes for these groups and the top 1 percent.
The upshot is that the bottom 40 percent
would be unequivocally worse off: Proposed
cuts to Medicaid would reduce incomes for
the bottom 40 percent more than extending
the TCJA would boost them—and the lowest-
income households would fare the worst.
Strikingly, this is true even as the full $880
billion in Medicaid cuts would only pay for
about 20 percent of the total cost of the
TCJA—other cuts and economic damage fall-
ing on non-rich families stemming from tax
cuts for the rich would still be forthcoming.
Meanwhile, the TCJA boosts the incomes of
the top 1 percent significantly, while these
households do not rely in any way on Med-
icaid.

A table from our forthcoming report is re-
produced below—it shows the cuts to Med-
icaid expressed as a share of total money in-
come for the bottom 40 percent of the income
distribution for each state. States with more
generous Medicaid coverage will see larger
cuts, while states that have been stingier to
date with Medicaid will see smaller cuts. But
in every single state, the proposed cuts are a
disaster for the incomes of the bottom 40
percent. This policy trade-off of thousands of
dollars in cuts for the bottom 40 percent in
exchange for tens or even hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in tax cuts for rich families
crystallizes the Republican priorities.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
article details how these cuts would
hurt working families more than any
tax relief that they might receive.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from New Mexico
(Ms. STANSBURY).

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose this so-called budget
resolution which is one of the greatest
heists in American history as they loot
the Treasury to give permanent tax
breaks to billionaires at the expense of
millions of Americans.

We are talking about cuts to
healthcare, Medicaid, and Medicare.
Literally a quarter of a million New
Mexicans will be unable to access care.
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There will be cuts to income and food
assistance, billions of dollars that go to
families to keep food on the table and
a roof over their head and to give tax
breaks to billionaires. They are going
to cut vital programs that go to our
lowest income and most vulnerable
families.

As a native New Mexican who grew
up in a single-parent home in a low-in-
come family, I know exactly what this
means. These cuts are cruel. They are
unnecessary. They are undemocratic,
and they will blow a hole through our
deficit spending by $4 trillion. This is
not a budget resolution.

This is a blueprint for suffering or, as
Elon Musk put it over the weekend, the
spoils of war. These guys don’t care
how many people they hurt or how
many families are going to suffer. It is
about power and greed, and the GOP is
enabling them.

We will not sit down and do it. We
will not support this budget resolution.
We will not give them one single vote.
I will not be silenced because we will
continue to fight.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to include in
the RECORD a letter to Speaker John-
son, signed by eight Republicans, ti-
tled: ‘“‘Protecting American Commu-
nities in the Budget Reconciliation
Process.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BICE). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Re Protecting American Communities in the
Budget Reconciliation Process.

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,

Speaker, House of Representatives,

Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON: As Members of
the Congressional Hispanic Conference, and
those who represent sizeable Hispanic popu-
lations, we are writing to express our con-
cerns regarding possible funding decisions
stemming from the House Budget Resolu-
tion’s committee instructions advanced on
February 13, 2025. While we fully support ef-
forts to rein in wasteful spending and deliver
on President Trump’s agenda, it is impera-
tive that we do not slash programs that sup-
port American communities across our na-
tion, nor underfund critical programs nec-
essary to secure the border and keep our
communities safe.

Founded in 2003, the Congressional His-
panic Conference is the only Member organi-
zation of Hispanic Republicans in Congress
and is committed to ensuring that the Re-
publican party welcomes all who believe in
faith, family, and the American Dream. His-
panic Americans played a decisive role in se-
curing a Republican majority in 2025, having
helped flip key districts, delivered historic
gains in border communities, and put their
faith in our party to fight for them. That
trust wasn’t given—it was earned.

Moreover, the American people—as a
whole—put their trust in us. People of all
backgrounds cast a vote of confidence for our
party. That is why we are eager to deliver on
President Trump’s historic mandate.

We support the highest possible funding for
border security to achieve the long-term bor-
der security agenda items by President
Trump that we fully support. Collectively
our members represent over half of the
southern border and it is our constituents
who have felt the brunt of the border crisis.
We must fully fund and support efforts to:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Complete the border wall, hire and retain
border security personnel, and invest in bor-
der security technology.

Increase ICE detention capacity, end
catch-and-release policies, and enforce immi-
gration law.

Integrate and improve communications
systems, as well as provide resources for
rural sheriffs, police departments, and state
and federal law enforcement agencies af-
fected by the border crisis.

We also fully stand behind efforts to:

Reauthorize the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act to
protect the Child Tax Credit, defend small
businesses, and prevent reckless taxation.

As we consider reconciliation cuts, we
must be strategic. We need to uphold fiscal
responsibility while ensuring that essential
programs—programs that have empowered
Americans to succeed—are not caught in the
crossfire.

The House Budget Resolution proposed $880
billion in cuts to programs under the juris-
diction of the House Committee on Energy
and Commerce, with Medicaid expected to
bear the brunt of these reductions. Nearly 30
percent of Medicaid enrollees are Hispanic
Americans, and for many families across the
country, Medicaid is their only access to
healthcare. Slashing Medicaid would have
serious consequences, particularly in rural
and predominantly Hispanic communities
where hospitals and nursing homes are al-
ready struggling to keep their doors open.
Moreover, the possibility of cutting Medicaid
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) fund-
ing threatens hospitals that serve low-in-
come and uninsured patients.

Additionally, the House Committee on
Education and the Workforce has been
tasked with cutting $330 billion, where fed-
eral aid for higher education—such as Pell
Grants—may be a target for reductions. His-
panic students make up a significant share
of Pell Grant recipients, many of whom are
first-generation college students striving for
a better future for themselves, their fami-
lies, and our nation. In the 2015-16 academic
year alone, 82 percent of full-time Latino
students relied on grants and loans, includ-
ing Pell Grants, to afford college. If we are
serious about empowering the next genera-
tion and strengthening our workforce, we
must facilitate, and not undermine, opportu-
nities that help students succeed.

Finally, the House Committee on Agri-
culture has been directed to cut $230 billion.
While we fully support efforts to eliminate
fraud, waste, and abuse, we must ensure that
assistance families rely on this programs—
such as SNAP—remain protected as nearly 22
percent of Hispanic families rely on this crit-
ical program as a temporary safety net dur-
ing difficult times. Not to mention the sup-
port that SNAP provides to families of all
backgrounds across our nation.

Hispanic Americans stood with us because
we stood up for them on the issues that mat-
ter: border security, economic opportunity,
and a government that works for the people,
not against them.

We look forward to working with you and
our colleagues on a responsible approach to
these budget discussions where we can both
eliminate government waste while ensuring
we do not undermine programs that support
working-class Americans. Hispanic Ameri-
cans are the future of the Republican Party,
and they are closely watching to see if we
will govern in a way that honors their values
and delivers results.

Sincerely,
TONY GONZALES;
MonIcA DE LA CRUZ;
JUAN CISCOMANTI;
JAMES MOYLAN;
NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS;
DAVID VALADAO;
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ROB BRESNAHAN, JR.;
KIMBERLYN KING-HINDS
Members of Congress.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
this letter makes clear that they know
that Medicaid, Pell grants, and SNAP
will face harmful cuts if this budget
passes.

Madam Speaker, if we defeat the pre-
vious question, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule to provide for consid-
eration of an amendment to the budget
resolution which prevents tax cuts for
billionaires if Medicaid is cut by a sin-
gle cent.

Madam Speaker, 72 million Ameri-
cans, including 30 million children,
rely on Medicaid for critical healthcare
and other lifesaving services. With this
budget resolution, House Republicans
are betraying the most vulnerable
Americans to give tax breaks to bil-
lionaires.

Representative GRAY submitted an
amendment that would prevent Repub-
licans from betraying Medicaid recipi-
ents in order to give billionaires tax
breaks. It shouldn’t be controversial.

I offered that amendment last night
in the Rules Committee and, to my
shock, every single one of my Repub-
lican colleagues voted against it,
standing with billionaires over Med-
icaid recipients.

I am now giving every House Repub-
lican a chance to go on the record. Vot-
ing ‘‘yes’” on the previous question
means my colleagues want to cut taxes
for billionaires, even at the expense of
vital Medicaid coverage. Voting ‘‘no”
gives my colleagues an opportunity to
ensure that Medicaid is protected. It is
that simple.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to insert the text of my
amendment into the RECORD, along
with any extraneous material imme-
diately prior to the vote on the pre-
vious question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, to
discuss our proposal, I yield 3 minutes
to the gentleman from California (Mr.
GRAY), the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. GRAY. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today con-
flicted about what is happening in our
government and across the country.
Like many Americans, I find myself
frustrated with government that
doesn’t work, lines that are too long,
services that are too hard to navigate,
and roads that don’t get fixed.

This shouldn’t be a partisan issue.
All of us here today should be in favor
of making our government work better
and strengthening programs that our
constituents rely upon. In fact, some of
my Republican colleagues, led by Con-
gressman TONY GONZALES, wrote in a
letter to Speaker JOHNSON that the
proposed cuts to Medicaid within this
budget would have serious con-
sequences, particularly in rural and
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Hispanic communities where hospitals
and nursing homes are already strug-
gling to keep their doors open.

One of those communities where hos-
pitals are struggling to stay open is
mine in California’s Central Valley.
Over 450,000 people in my congressional
district rely on Medicaid for their
health coverage. The Central Valley is
also experiencing a healthcare short-
age, forcing people to drive across the
country, across county lines, across
the State, waiting for hours to see a
provider.

These proposed cuts to Medicaid only
stand to worsen the crisis. Let’s be
clear. These cuts wouldn’t just impact
individuals covered by Medicaid. In my
congressional district, 59 percent of in-
dividuals are covered by California’s
Medicaid program. That means that
doctors and hospitals in my district
rely on Medicaid for nearly two-thirds
of their revenue. Without that revenue,
these providers would not be able to
keep their doors open. In fact, Madam
Speaker, there is an entire county I
represent with a population of 162,000
people who have no hospital at all to
go to because it had to close.

I submitted an amendment to this
resolution to ask a simple question. Is
it such a priority to fund tax cuts for
individuals with over $1 billion in net
worth that we would enact devastating
cuts to healthcare for rural and low-in-
come communities?

This proposal would steal from the
poor to give to the rich. Even if my col-
leagues don’t think that is a problem,
Madam Speaker, this literally makes
healthcare coverage worse for every
single person living in rural America. I
have spent the majority of my career
in public service, working to make
healthcare better, both more accessible
and more affordable. This proposed
budget does the opposite.

My amendment to the proposed budg-
et would prevent consideration of any
legislation that would result in cuts to
Medicaid in order to provide such tax
cuts. Unfortunately, that amendment
was blocked from consideration by
members of the Rules Committee last
night.

To my Republican colleagues who
agreed that we must protect Medicaid,
I hope they will join me in support of
this amendment should I have the op-
portunity to offer it here.

Madam Speaker, this is my common-
sense solution to honor the trust our
constituents put in us when they sent
us to Congress. I urge my colleagues to
oppose the previous question and sup-
port this amendment.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, the ranking mem-
ber has discussed a number of votes
taken at the Rules Committee markup
last night. Once again, the budget is
the first step in the process, not the
last. Many of these amendments will
have the opportunity to be debated
thoughtfully and ad nauseam, I have
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no doubt, in the authorizing commit-
tees.

The Democrats are speaking fear, not
facts. Saying something that is false
over and over again does not make it
true. These amendments can be given
consideration in the committees of ju-
risdiction. That is the process of reg-
ular order.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I
say to the gentlewoman that Repub-
lican Members are raising concerns
about these cuts. Maybe we can share
some of those press clippings with her.

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
COHEN).

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, this
budget is about the millionaires, the
trillionaires, the people earning over
$400,000 a year, and giving them a $4
trillion tax cut over the next 10 years.
It is not about working people. It is
about hurting working people, hurting
the poor, hurting people with disabil-
ities, and hurting children.

What this Congress is looking at
doing, because of Musk and Trump and
the Republican colleagues here that I
share this floor with, is cutting pro-
grams that help the public.

In October, Elon Musk incorporated
United States of America, Inc., in
Texas. What that means is it shows his
mentality. He thinks he owns this gov-
ernment. He has bought it. He has been
given it. He doesn’t care about anybody
else. He is the only stockholder.

America is not a stockholder. Ameri-
cans are the people who give him the
money to give it to the trillionaires
and billionaires who were first in Presi-
dent Trump’s inaugural crowd. They
were first in the crowd. They are first
in his mind. They are first in his heart.
They are his people.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I
will reiterate that saying something
false over and over again doesn’t make
it true.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
say to the gentlewoman the facts do
matter. Her Members are complaining
about the cuts in the Republican budg-
et. Read them.

Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute in
the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
DEXTER).

Ms. DEXTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to this rule which
allows for consideration of the Repub-
licans’ extreme budget that slashes
funding for vital programs like Med-
icaid, SNAP, and Federal housing as-
sistance to bankroll $4.5 trillion in tax
breaks for billionaires and big corpora-
tions.

Last week, I got a devastating call
from Susan who lives in Sandy, Or-
egon. She and her husband worked all
their lives and saved diligently for re-
tirement but had a single accident that
wiped out their savings. They are now
in their seventies and rely on Medicaid,
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SNAP, and utility assistance to just
make ends meet each month.

The legislation in front of us today
would rip these benefits from Susan
and her husband, denying them access
to healthcare, forcing them to ration
their food, and jeopardizing their abil-
ity to remain in their home. For what?
To line the pockets of the
ultrawealthy, to pad the bottom line of
corporations already raking in profits.

I offered six commonsense amend-
ments to this bill to safeguard critical
programs for people like Susan and so
many Oregonians like her. Republicans
rejected every single one of my amend-
ments.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. DEXTER. Madam Speaker, as
has been true all along, they have no
interest in protecting America’s mid-
dle class.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is no longer recognized.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
may I inquire of the gentlewoman how
many more speakers she has? I can’t
remember the last time she had one.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I
am prepared to close.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
may I inquire as to how much time is
remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 2V
minutes remaining.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, a majority of Amer-
icans now say that Donald Trump is
doing a bad job at handling the econ-
omy. I don’t blame them. Prices are
going up on everything in large part
because of Trump’s tariffs. Meanwhile,
wages for workers have not kept pace
with inflation for decades. Home own-
ership is slipping out of reach for more
and more people.

I will end this debate where we
began. Whose side are my Republican
colleagues on? Talk is cheap, Madam
Speaker. This place runs on hot air
from corrupt politicians whose only
care in the world is where their next
campaign check comes from.

Last night in the Rules Committee,
Democrats gave Republicans a chance
to show whose side they are on. Every
single one of them voted against pro-
tecting Medicaid so they could give tax
breaks to billionaires. That is how they
voted.

Every single one of them voted
against protecting the child tax credit
so they could give tax cuts to billion-
aires. Every single one of them voted
against protecting food assistance for
hungry families so they could give tax
breaks to billionaires.

The gentlewoman can claim what-
ever she wants. The truth is this budg-
et betrays the middle class in favor of
tax giveaways for billionaires. It gives
trillions in handouts to the
ultrawealthy, billionaires, and greedy
corporations to the tune of $314,266
each every year for the top 0.1 percent.
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That is an average. Some of them will
get millions.

That is a bigger giveaway to the
ultrarich than most people make in a
year. To pay for it, they are stealing
from the American people. They are
stealing from Americans. They are be-
traying the people who voted for them.
This is the betrayal on a scale I don’t
think we have ever seen before.

Madam Speaker, I am going to fight
to expose it and to stop it. I have said
this over and over again. We need tax
relief for workers, not the ultrarich.
We need to preserve Social Security
and Medicare, not gut them to pay for
corporate handouts. We should protect
Medicaid and food benefits for working
families because we know these are
programs that people rely on and need
when times get tough.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
you can shut me up but you can’t si-
lence the voice of the American people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is no longer recognized.
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Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, de-
spite what Democrats may claim, the
American people know the Biden-Har-
ris administration caused enormous
damage to our economy, weakened our
national security, allowed millions of
illegal immigrants and deadly fentanyl
to flood across our southern border,
and crippled American energy inde-
pendence. That is exactly why voters
rejected their failed leadership in the
last election.

Once again, this resolution does not
cut a single specific program or ben-
efit. The Democrats are speaking fear,
not facts, and saying something over
and over again that is false does not
make it true. Democrats have told
these lies before and were proven
wrong.

The Democrats want to continue 4
more years of Bidenomics. We want to
put us on a path to prosperity. These
are the same people claiming that
there is no waste, fraud, or abuse in
Washington.

This resolution will begin a process
that sets a fiscal framework to meet
the agenda the American people de-
manded in November.

Let’s talk about some of their
claims, that this is a handout to bil-
lionaires. It is their party that aban-
doned the middle class by spending like
crazy. Not extending the 2017 Trump
tax cuts would be the ultimate be-
trayal of the middle class. The average
taxpayer in my district, in the Ninth
District of Indiana, would see a 26 per-
cent tax hike if the tax cuts the Demo-
crats oppose expire.

A family of four making $67,000, the
median income in my district, would be
a $1,289 tax increase. More than 6 mil-
lion people were lifted out of poverty
under Republican tax reform, dropping
the poverty rate to 10.5 percent, the
lowest in U.S. history.

The
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They claim this budget slashes food
assistance. This resolution makes no
changes to current law, no cuts in ben-
efits, zero.

They claim costs will go up. We will
reverse Biden’s spending spree and
bend the curve on mandatory spending
that is driving our debt.

Inflation skyrocketed 21 percent
under the Biden administration. That
is why 77 million Americans voted for
President Trump, to fix the economy
and rein in Washington’s waste, fraud,
abuse, and reckless spending.

Let’s go with facts, not fear. This res-
olution doesn’t say the words ‘“SNAP”
or ‘““Medicaid” or ‘‘school lunch’ once.

We are cutting waste, fraud, and
abuse for people who are here legally.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act helped peo-
ple get off SNAP, which is a good
thing. A GAO report last year showed
improper payments could be costing
the Federal Government more than
$500 billion annually.

I am not here to fight with my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle. I
am here to fight on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, and that is exactly what
we are going to continue to do.

In the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, my
friends want to scare the American
people into thinking that this is a tax
cut for billionaires to detract from the
fact that the 2017 tax cuts under the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act have been ex-
tremely successful.

Let’s look at what has made it a suc-
cess. By every conceivable measure,
American workers and the economy
were better off. Americans earned big-
ger paychecks, unemployment for
every group was at a historic low, and
poverty dropped to its lowest level in
history.

The 2017 Trump tax cuts lowered tax
rates for all Americans. In fact, the
lowest earning individuals gained the
most benefit. The bottom 20 percent of
earners, those with incomes up to
$26,000, saw their Federal tax rate fall
to the lowest point in 40 years.

Earnings under $100,000 received an
average cut of 16 percent, while the
share of taxes paid by the top 1 percent
increased. This is not simply a tax cut
for the rich.

Finally, if these tax cuts expire, it
will devastate our Nation’s families,
workers, and small business owners.
The average taxpayer would see a 22
percent tax hike, meaning on average
they will pay $1,695 more in taxes; 40
million families will see their child tax
credit cut in half; and 26 million small
businesses would be hit with a 43.4 per-
cent top tax rate. This is over 20 points
higher than what businesses pay in
Communist China.

Because of House Republicans and
President Trump, American workers
enjoyed the fastest wage growth in a
decade. This spread to Americans
across the income distribution with
lower-wage workers experiencing 50
percent higher wage growth than high-
income workers. Higher wages led to a
rapid growth in household income. Just
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2 years after enactment of the tax cuts,
real median household income rose by
over $5,000.

In total, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act’s
pro-growth policies helped contribute
to 3 percent growth in 2018 and 2.6 per-
cent growth in 2019, well above CBO’s
pre-Tax Cuts and Jobs Act projections
of 2.2 percent and 1.7 percent respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, we have seen what
Bidenflation has cost American fami-
lies.

Again, this budget resolution does
not cut a single specific program or
benefit. The budget resolution sets a
framework. It is a first step toward de-
livering on the America First agenda
and getting our country back on track.

We will secure our border. We will re-
build the American economy. We will
unleash American energy and safe-
guard our financial future.

Madam Speaker, 77 million Ameri-
cans voted for this agenda, and it is our
job to deliver on those promises.

I look forward to moving these bills
out of the House this week. I ask my
colleagues to join me in voting ‘‘yes”
on the previous question and ‘‘yes’ on
the rule.

The material previously referred to
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 161 OFFERED BY

MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS

Strike all after Sec. 2 and insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034. The first reading of the concur-
rent resolution shall be dispensed with. All
points of order against consideration of the
concurrent resolution are waived. General
debate shall not exceed three hours, with
two hours of general debate confined to the
congressional budget equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Budget or
their respective designees and one hour of
general debate on the subject of economic
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Schweikert of Ari-
zona and Representative Beyer of Virginia or
their respective designees. After general de-
bate the concurrent resolution shall be con-
sidered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. The amendment specified in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The concurrent resolu-
tion, as amended, shall be considered as read.
No further amendment shall be in order ex-
cept the amendment specified in section 4 of
this resolution. Such amendment may be of-
fered only by Representative Gray of Cali-
fornia or a designee, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for 10 minutes equal-
ly divided and controlled by the proponent
and an opponent, shall not be subject to
amendment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against the amendment in
section 4 are waived. After the conclusion of
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consideration of the concurrent resolution
for further amendment, the Committee shall
rise and report the concurrent resolution, as
amended, to the House with such further
amendment as may have been adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution and
amendments thereto to adoption without in-
tervening motion except amendments offered
by the chairman of the Committee on the
Budget pursuant to section 305(a)(5) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to achieve
mathematical consistency. The concurrent
resolution shall not be subject to a demand
for division of the question of its adoption.

SEC. 4. The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 3 is as follows:

Add at the end of title V the following:

SEC.___.POINT OF ORDER AGAINST MEDICAID
CUTS TO FUND TAX BREAKS FOR
THE WEALTHY.

It shall not be in order in the House of Rep-
resentatives to consider any bill or joint res-
olution, or amendment thereto or conference
report thereon, that would—

(1) reduce tax liability for any taxable year
beginning after 2025, compared to taxable
years beginning during 2025, for any indi-
vidual taxpayer whose net worth exceeds
$1,000,000,000; and

(2) reduce coverage for individuals enrolled
under the Medicaid program under title XIX
of the Social Security Act, shift the respon-
sibility for funding such program or for cov-
erage under such program to States, or in-
clude a net reduction in Federal funding for
such program.

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1330
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DESJARLAIS) at 1 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Ordering the previous question on
House Resolution 161; and

Adoption of House Resolution 161, if
ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 20, PROVIDING FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
RELATING TO “ENERGY CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM: ENERGY
CONSERVATION STANDARDS FOR
CONSUMER GAS-FIRED INSTAN-
TANEOUS WATER  HEATERS”;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.J. RES. 35, PROVIDING FOR
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL
OF THE RULE SUBMITTED BY
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY RELATING TO
“WASTE EMISSIONS CHARGE
FOR PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS SYSTEMS: PROCEDURES
FOR FACILITATING COMPLIANCE,
INCLUDING NETTING AND EX-
EMPTIONS; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. CON.
RES. 14, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering
the previous question on the resolution
(H. Res. 161) providing for consider-
ation of the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
20) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy
relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Pro-
gram: Energy Conservation Standards
for Consumer Gas-fired Instantaneous
Water Heaters’’; providing for consider-
ation of the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
35) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘“Waste Emis-
sions Charge for Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Systems: Procedures for Fa-
cilitating Compliance, Including Net-
ting and Exemptions’; providing for
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 14) establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2025
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 216, nays
210, not voting 7, as follows:
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Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Barr
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)
Gimenez

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell

Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
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[Roll No. 46]
YEAS—216

Goldman (TX)
Gongzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar
Graves
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Mackenzie
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Massie

Mast

McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser

NAYS—210

Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar

Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Onder
Owens
Palmer
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
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Friedman Mannion Sanchez
Frost Matsui Scanlon
Garamendi McBath Schakowsky
Garcia (CA) McBride Schneider
Garcla (IL) McClain Delaney  Scholten
Garcia (TX) McClellan Schrier
Gillen McCollum Scott (VA)
Golden (ME) McDonald Rivet  Scott, David
Goldman (NY) McGarvey Sewell
Gomez McGovern Sherman
Goodlander Meclver Sherrill
Gottheimer Meeks Simon
Gray Menendez Smith (WA)
Green, Al (TX) Meng Sorensen
Harder (CA) Mfume Soto
Hayes Min Stansbur
Himes Moore (WI) Stanton y
Horsford Morelle Stevens
Houlahan Morrison Strickland
Hoyer Moskowitz 1
Hoyle (OR) Moulton Subramanyam
Huffman Mrvan Suozzi
Ivey Nadler Swalwell
Jackson (IL) Neal Sykes
Jacobs Neguse Takano
Jayapal Norcross Thanedar
Jeffries Ocasio-Cortez Thompson (CA)
Johnson (GA) Olszewski Thompson (MS)
Johnson (TX) Omar Tlt‘}s
Kamlager-Dove Pallone Tlaib
Kaptur Panetta Tokuda
Keating Pappas Tonko
Kelly (IL) Pelosi Torres (CA)
Kennedy (NY) Perez Torres (NY)
Khanna Peters Trahan
Krishnamoorthi Pingree Tran
Landsman Pocan Turner (TX)
Larsen (WA) Pou Underwood
Larson (CT) Pressley Vargas
Latimer Quigley Vasquez
Lee (NV) Ramirez Veasey
Lee (PA) Randall Velazquez
Leger Fernandez Raskin Vindman
Levin Riley (NY) Wasserman
Liccardo Rivas Schultz
Lieu Ross Waters
Lofgren Ruiz Watson Coleman
Lynch Ryan Whitesides
Magaziner Salinas Williams (GA)
NOT VOTING—17
Crenshaw Mills Wilson (FL)
Gonzalez, V. Mullin
Grijalva Pettersen
——
[ 1358

Ms. CROCKETT and Mr. CARSON
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to
‘ énay. k)

Messrs. HURD of Colorado and

MOOLENAAR changed their vote from
“nay’ to “‘yea.”
So the previous question was ordered.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 217, noes 211,
not voting 5, as follows:

Aderholt
Alford

Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin

Bacon

Baird

[Roll No. 47]
AYES—217

Balderson
Barr

Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich

Bentz
Bergman

Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan

Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)
Gimenez
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar
Graves
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)

Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Mackenzie
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Massie

Mast
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)

NOES—211

Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster

Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Onder
Owens
Palmer
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
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Kamlager-Dove Moskowitz Sherman
Kaptur Moulton Sherrill
Keating Mrvan Simon
Kelly (IL) Nadler Smith (WA)
Kennedy (NY) Neal Sorensen
Khanna Neguse Soto
Krishnamoorthi  Norcross Stansbury
Landsman Ocasio-Cortez Stanton
Larsen (WA) Olszewski Stevens
Larson (CT) Omar Strickland
Latimer Pallone Subramanyam
Lee (NV) Panetta Suozzi
Lee (PA) Pappas Swalwell
Leger Fernandez Pelosi Sykes
Levin Perez Takano
Liccardo Peters Thanedar
Lieu Pingree Thompson (CA)
Lofgren Pocan Thompson (MS)
Lynch Pou Titus
Magaziner Pressley Tlaib
Mannion Quigley Tokuda
Matsui Ramirez Tonko
McBath Randall Torres (CA)
McBride Raskin Torres (NY)
McClain Delaney Riley (NY) Trahan
MecClellan Rivas Tran
McCollum Ross Turner (TX)
McDonald Rivet  Ruiz Underwood
McGarvey Ryan Vargas
McGovern Salinas Vasquez
Mclver Sanchez Veasey
Meeks Scanlon Velazquez
Menendez Schakowsky Vindman
Meng Schneider Wasserman
Mfume Scholten Schultz
Min Schrier Waters
Moore (WI) Scott (VA) Watson Coleman
Morelle Scott, David Whitesides
Morrison Sewell Williams (GA)

NOT VOTING—5
Crenshaw Mullin Wilson (FL)
Grijalva Pettersen
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 162

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Ms. Pingree,
Mr. Carbajal.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
Schneider, Ms. Dean of Pennsylvania.

Mr. AGUILAR (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2025

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res. 14.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 161 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 14.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.

O 1415
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 14) establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2025
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034, with Mr. WOMACK in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
concurrent resolution is considered
read the first time.

General debate shall not exceed 3
hours, with 2 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
the Budget or their respective des-
ignees and 1 hour on the subject of eco-
nomic goals and policies equally di-
vided and controlled by the Represent-
ative SCHWEIKERT of Arizona and Rep-
resentative BEYER of Virginia or their
respective designees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARRINGTON) and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BOYLE) each will
control 1 hour of debate on the con-
gressional budget.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON).

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, today, the majority will
unlock the policies for making Amer-
ica safe and prosperous again by ad-
vancing the FY 2025 budget resolution.

Mr. Chairman, this fiscal framework
will guide the process for restoring the
fiscal health of our Nation by reining
in reckless spending and reigniting
economic growth. In addition, it pro-
vides critical resources to our Com-
mander in Chief to secure our border,
strengthen our military, and provide
for the common defense.

For the next 2 hours, Mr. Chairman,
my Democratic colleagues are going to
reach way back to the only plays they
know how to run: making false claims
and fear-mongering.

Why? Because they are still, even
after the recent election, disconnected
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from the people’s reality because they
are more concerned with protecting
unionized government bureaucrats and
woke and wasteful government pro-
grams than they are about protecting
taxpayers and their sacred treasure.

Why? Because their commitment
isn’t to we the people in this fateful
moment. It is to we the government
and to derailing the mandate from the
people for commonsense policies and
President Trump’s America First agen-
da.

I am going to take some time to set
the record straight, Mr. Chairman, so
that every time the American people
hear these false claims to mislead
them into thinking that the tax cuts
somehow benefited the billionaires and
corporations and that Republicans are
cutting benefits for seniors and the
poorest among us, I want the American
people to know the truth. Here is the
truth: The Trump tax cuts lower tax
rates for every American household at
every income level while increasing the
amount of taxes paid by the top 1 per-
cent.

According to The Washington Post—
which, by the way, gave Democrats not
one, not two, not three, but four
Pinocchios every time they made these
misleading claims—3$3 of every $4 in the
Trump tax cuts didn’t go to corpora-
tions but to individuals, cutting taxes
for the lowest income individuals by 10
percent while cutting taxes for the top
1 percent of income earners by less
than one-half of 1 percent.

In addition, we saw a record 25-year
wage increase for median household in-
comes. Real wages in the bottom 10
percent rose two times faster than the
top 10 percent. Real wealth at the bot-
tom half of households rose three times
faster than that of the top half of our
country.

A record 6 million people were lifted
out of poverty. Black, Hispanic, and
Asian-American citizens experienced
historic high incomes and all-time low
unemployment.

Here is the reality, Mr. Chairman:
Our Democratic colleagues opposed the
American people’s tax cuts back in
2017, and they oppose their tax cuts
today.

If they were successful in this en-
deavor, here is what would happen. We
would have a 22 percent tax hike on
every American citizen, on average,
when they just suffered through a 21
percent tax hike from the inflation tax
over the last 4 years and the worst
cost-of-living crisis in modern history.
Median-income families would lose
$1,700. Twenty-six million small busi-
nesses would pay at the highest mar-
ginal rate and lose the 20 percent de-
duction, putting them on a comparable
level to corporate tax rates. Forty mil-
lion families would have the child tax
credits for their children cut in half.
Ninety-one percent of the American
people who get the standard deduction
would have that cut in half.

Those are the results of the Demo-
crats standing in the way of what
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would be, if they were successful, the
highest tax hike in American history.

Here is the other false claim. To pay
for these tax cuts, the Democrats are
going to say that Republicans are cut-
ting benefits for seniors and for, again,
our poorest and most vulnerable among
us. Here is the truth, Mr. Chairman:
Republicans are fighting to rightsize a
woke, weaponized, and bloated bu-
reaucracy; to root out the trillions of
dollars in waste, fraud, and abuse; and
to rein in the reckless spending of the
Biden administration and our Demo-
cratic colleagues from over the last 4
years.

Prior to 2019, before President Biden
took office and he and the Democrats
jammed $2 trillion through in the so-
called COVID relief, even though
maybe 10, 20 percent of that money ac-
tually went for the purposes of COVID
relief, our budget back then was $4.5
trillion. Today, it is $7 trillion.

With the so-called Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, they gave away $700 billion in
tax credits to green energy corpora-
tions. They expanded ObamaCare sub-
sidies to people making more than half
a million dollars, many of whom al-
ready had employer-sponsored
healthcare. They expanded the IRS to
80,000 new IRS agents tasked with
shaking down mostly middle-class peo-
ple and small businesses.

With the stroke of a pen, President
Biden wasted $2 trillion unilaterally of
taxpayer money by opening up our tax-
payer-funded welfare services to people
in this country illegally; waived work
requirements for means-tested welfare
programs, from SNAP to Medicaid and
beyond, trapping people in poverty and
dependence on the Federal Govern-
ment; mandated expensive and unreli-
able electric vehicles for all Ameri-
cans; and a whole 1ot more.

In fact, we are spending $9,000 per il-
legal immigrant in this country for the
millions of people who violated our
sovereignty and came to this country
in violation of our immigration laws.
Mr. Chairman, $9,000 is what taxpayers
pay for people who are here illegally
for taxpayer-funded social services.
That is more than we spend on the
most vulnerable Americans for Med-
icaid. That is more than we spend col-
lectively for our veterans’ military re-
tirement. President Biden weakened
government program integrity, allow-
ing people who aren’t eligible for Med-
icaid and other programs to receive
benefits.

Case in point, we used to review the
Medicaid rolls twice a year to make
sure people who were on the rolls were
those who were most vulnerable and
those who qualified according to the
law. That was revoked by the Biden ad-
ministration. They only did it once a
year. If we changed it back, we would
eliminate fraud, waste, and abuse and
save $160 billion of taxpayer money.

President Biden implemented uncon-
stitutional and regressive student loan
bailouts, forcing working Americans to
subsidize the upper-middle class, law
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students, and medical students. These
are folks who deferred their education.
These are hardworking people who
didn’t think they could afford college.

We have an unprecedented oppor-
tunity, Mr. Chairman. My fellow Re-
publicans and I have a sacred obliga-
tion at this moment to meet this mo-
ment with the urgency it demands.

Now more than ever is the time for
Republicans in Congress to dem-
onstrate the courage of their convic-
tions and take bold action in this his-
toric moment. Let’s save this country,
save our children’s future, and save us
from wrecking the greatest economy in
the world and jeopardizing our national
security and our leadership in the
world.

The world is counting on a safe,
strong, and free America, and I believe
that this bill encapsulates the policies
that are going to restore America’s
greatness.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support it, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I should be quite clear
about what this is really about. This
budget represents a Republican be-
trayal of the middle class, and I am
proud to rise to oppose it.

Here is what is at stake. My friends
on the other side of the aisle want to
deliver $4.5 trillion of tax cuts, almost
all of which go to the richest 1 percent
of Americans. How do they pay for it?
How do they pay for that $4.5 trillion in
tax cuts?

First, at least $880 billion is from
Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act.
Those cuts from Medicaid, by the way,
represent the largest cuts to Medicaid
in American history. Seventy-two mil-
lion Americans get their healthcare
from Medicaid. I am mostly talking
about seniors, children, and those with
disabilities. Another 20 million Ameri-
cans get their healthcare from the
ACA. Combined, I am talking about 92
million Americans whose healthcare is
at risk. Why? All to deliver tax cuts to
billionaires.

Now, we have a math problem be-
cause even with the largest cuts to
Medicaid in history, we don’t get any-
where close to $4.5 trillion. How do
they finance the rest of it? We have
more cuts, hundreds of billions more in
cuts to education programs like school
lunches, Head Start, and student loan
repayment. There are also $230 billion
in cuts to nutrition assistance at a
time when grocery prices are at record
highs.

All told, that gets you to at least $1.5
trillion. Remember, the size of the tax
cuts is $4.5 trillion, and they want to
add some more spending on top of that.
What do they do to make up the dif-
ference? Increase the national debt by
$4 trillion, a massive increase to our
national debt from the same crowd
that for the last 4 years has done noth-
ing but shed crocodile tears about the
size of our national debt.
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Mr. Chair, you can always tell when
there is a Democrat in the White House
because that is when the other side
cares about the size of the national
debt, but when there is a Republican
President, a Republican House, a Re-
publican Senate, the top priority is al-
ways tax cuts for the top 1 percent.

A budget isn’t just numbers on a
spreadsheet. It is a reflection of our
values. It is a reflection of what kind of
country we are and want to be.
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This past November, there was a lot
of campaigning going on around this
country, and especially in my State,
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
After all, we are the biggest battle-
ground State in the Nation. A lot of
promises were made on both sides. A
lot of it was about reducing costs for
ordinary Americans.

Not once, ever, in that campaign did
I ever hear the other side say: We are
going to cut Medicaid to the tune of
$880 billion, the biggest cuts to Med-
icaid in American history. In fact, we
have a President who said: I will love
and cherish Medicaid. Then a few hours
later, he endorsed the House Repub-
lican plan that slashes Medicaid to the
tune of $880 billion. When this Presi-
dent promises to love and cherish
something, watch your wallets.

I think the American people are
going to figure out what this is about.
It is right there in black and white.
The $880 billion I talked about, it is
right there in their 58-page resolution.
The $4 trillion increase in debt is right
there in black and white in their reso-
lution. No amount of spinning will get
you away from that simple reality.
This is cutting healthcare and all sorts
of programs for the American people in
order to deliver tax cuts for billion-
aires who don’t need it.

I urge every Member in this House to
oppose this reckless and unfair plan.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

What you won’t hear from my Demo-
cratic colleagues is any mention of the
half a trillion dollars in waste, fraud,
and abuse in the Medicaid program
that jeopardizes that program for the
most vulnerable Americans and does a
disservice to every taxpayer in this
great country of ours.

By the way, when I hear the words
“betrayal of the middle class,” what
comes to mind is the unbridled spend-
ing and the failed economic policies
that gave us the worst cost-of-living
crisis in modern history. A whole lot of
people suffered under that 21 percent
inflation tax, and a whole 1ot more peo-
ple would suffer under a 22 percent tax
increase if they were successful in kill-
ing the American people’s tax cuts.

Mr. Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SMUCKER), my friend, the vice chair of
the Budget Committee, and a key ar-
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chitect, I would say, of this budget
blueprint.

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Chair, we have
heard how this budget resolution will
deliver tax relief to working and mid-
dle-class families. It will put a stop to
crime and drugs flooding over our
southern border, and it will jump-start
the American economy. This is exactly
what the American people are looking
for today.

Unfortunately, we have also heard a
lot of falsehoods from my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle, and so I
would like to set the record straight.

The House Republican budget resolu-
tion will stop a 22 percent tax hike for
the average taxpayer. It will put $1,700
back into the pockets of a median fam-
ily of four and will prevent the child
tax credit from being cut in half for 40
million families. This bill doesn’t take
from the working class. It puts money
in their pockets.

While my colleagues on the other
side try to drown out these facts with
tired talking points and fear-
mongering, let’s ask the American peo-
ple directly: How does a 22 percent tax
hike help them pay their bills? How
does taking $1,700 out of the pockets of
families and cutting the child tax cred-
it help them raise their kids?

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Chair, it doesn’t.
Republicans are working to stop those
tax hikes by passing this budget reso-
lution.

President Trump was elected by the
working class, and this budget will de-
liver on the promises he made to them.
I am very proud to support this budget
resolution and urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I would remind my fellow
Pennsylvanian that this bill would put
3.1 million people in Pennsylvania at
risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE), the ranking member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to this Republican
budget resolution.

Make no mistake about it, this budg-
et will lead to millions of Americans
losing their healthcare coverage, all so
Republicans can give giant tax breaks
to billionaires and big corporations.
The only group that wants these tax
breaks is Wall Street, not the average
American.

Mr. Chair, if Republicans pass this
resolution today, we will be forced to
cut a minimum of nearly $1 trillion
from Medicaid, our Nation’s largest
healthcare program.

For those who are saying that some-
how the Medicaid program has a lot of
waste, let me remind us that Medicaid
is the leanest Federal healthcare pro-
gram. Every independent study says
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that Medicaid is financially sound, the
most financially sound Federal
healthcare program.

The consequences of these cuts will
be devastating. Medicaid provides
healthcare to one in three Americans,
nearly half of the children in the
United States, and it is the largest
source of funding for nursing homes for
seniors and people living with disabil-
ities.

This is a lifesaving program for 80
million Americans. They count on it
every day. Yet, today, House Repub-
licans are unnecessarily rushing for-
ward with a budget resolution that will
impose the largest healthcare cuts in
our Nation’s history.

Millions of people will lose their
healthcare, but that is just the begin-
ning. Healthcare prices will sharply
rise. Hospitals, particularly those in
underserved and rural communities,
will be forced to close—so, too, will
nursing homes. Seniors will lose the
care that they rely on, and doctors and
nurses will be laid off. Emergency
rooms will once again be overflowing,
as people are forced to delay care until
absolutely necessary. States will be
bankrupted and forced to make painful
cuts to important healthcare services.
This is the reality, not what the Re-
publicans are telling you.

Mr. Chair, it doesn’t have to be this
way. If just a few of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle take a stand
today, we can stop this from hap-
pening.

I implore my Republican colleagues
to think about the harm, the dev-
astating harm that will be done to
their communities if this budget reso-
lution is adopted. Stand up. I urge my
colleagues to think twice and vote
<4n0.37

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MOORE), former
speaker of the house of the Tar Heel
State and a Budget Committee mem-
ber.

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Chair, last November the American
people said enough is enough. They are
tired of government waste. They are
tired of rising prices, and they are tired
of the policies of the last administra-
tion.

This budget is a critical step forward
toward reining in out-of-control Fed-
eral spending. To be clear, this resolu-
tion has no provisions that make cuts
to Social Security, Medicare, or Med-
icaid. Mr. Chair, I would tell those
folks watching at home to read the
bill. It is not in there.

When Democrats vote against this
today, they are voting to raise the av-
erage family of four’s taxes by nearly
$1,700. They are voting to raise taxes on
small businesses. They are voting for
open borders. They are voting for high-
er energy costs.

I am proud to have worked with my
fellow House Budget Committee mem-
bers on this bill as well as the chair-
man, who has done an amazing job on
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this. I encourage my colleagues to vote
‘“‘yes” on this important measure.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 2.8 million peo-
ple in North Carolina at risk of losing
Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
NEAL), the ranking member of the
Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Chair, well, the
looting is underway. Our colleagues are
running the same failed playbook of
trickle-down handouts. My friend, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SMUCKER) said the family of four is
going to get $1,700. Look at the tax dis-
tribution tables and see what billion-
aires are going to get in this. That is
the real issue that is in front of us on
this occasion. Let me go to another
point that I think is fascinating. DOGE
is rummaging through your private
records even as we speak.

How about the following? Imagine
what the Republican reaction would
have been if Bill Clinton, Barack
Obama, or Joe Biden said, we are going
to borrow $4 trillion more for these tax
cuts for the wealthiest amongst us?

Don’t kid yourself. Medicaid—71 mil-
lion Americans—Medicare, Social Se-
curity, the American people depend
upon these programs.

I am stunned that Republicans would
borrow $4 billion to justify tax cuts for
the wealthiest amongst us. By the way,
these people aren’t even asking for
those tax cuts. The cuts will affect
every part of American life, including
those who need basic sustenance every
day. We have the $4 trillion, but look
at the alignment: $1.23 trillion here for
cuts, but $1.2 trillion for tax cuts. Oh,
let me figure that one out. They are
going to cut Medicaid to justify what it
is that they want to do.

There is no reason why billionaires
should be getting a massive tax cut. It
is totally unnecessary. In the end, that
is what this legislation is about, de-
spite their protestations. It provides
$1,700 for a family of four, but tens of
millions of dollars for billionaires.
That is where these tax cuts are going.

I want you also to understand this:
The people are watching. We are going
to defend Medicare and Medicaid, and
we are going to defend all of these enti-
ties that have made a difference in
American life for average people every
single day.

Let me close on this note: My father
had a great saying. He used to say:
Jesse James at least had the respect to
wear a mask. They should be wearing
masks for what they are doing today.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. ESTES), another Budget
Committee member who had a hand in
developing this fiscal framework.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Chair, I rise today in
strong support for starting the process
to pass one big, beautiful bill for Amer-
ica.

For 4 years, Americans suffered from
an open border, crippling inflation,
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massive Federal spending, and burden-
some regulations. On top of that, we
are on the verge of increased taxes for
families, workers, and small businesses
if we fail to act. Our mandate is to re-
store and secure our Nation, both phys-
ically and financially.

It is critical that we pass a bill that
enables us to address all of these prior-
ities, including an extension of the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. In my home State,
Kansans will see an average of a $2,200
increase in their taxes if we don’t act
now and we allow the Trump tax cuts
to expire.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle have made false claims that
this budget resolution will cut Social
Security. As chairman of the Ways and
Means Social Security Subcommittee,
I emphasize with the strongest terms
possible that this budget resolution
does not do a single thing to cut Social
Security. In fact, Social Security can-
not be amended in the budget rec-
onciliation process. The Byrd rule pre-
vents the consideration of any rec-
onciliation measure in the Senate that
changes the Social Security program.

Mr. Chair, I support today’s budget
resolution as a next step in advancing
America First policies.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, the gentleman from Kansas is
right, it is a big, beautiful bill for bil-
lionaires. I would also remind the gen-
tleman that this bill would put 410,000
people in his State of Kansas at risk of
losing Medicaid.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from the Commonwealth of Virginia
(Mr. ScoTT), the ranking member of
the Education and Workforce Com-
mittee, also a distinguished member of
the Budget Committee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I
rise in opposition to this resolution. It
is, frankly, hard to take my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle seriously
when they come up here and give
speech after speech complaining about
the deficit, and then support this reso-
lution that, what, increases the deficit.

Let’s start with some facts. Every
single Democratic President since Ken-
nedy has left for their Republican suc-
cessors a better deficit situation than
they inherited, and every Republican
President since Nixon has left a worse
deficit situation than the one they in-
herited, all without exception.

Here we are again. A Republican
President following a Democratic
President, and the Republicans are set
to increase the deficit and national
debt, just like clockwork. Democrats
have been finding solutions and clean-
ing up Republican messes for six dec-
ades, and thanks to Republican tax
cuts for corporations and the top 1 per-
cent, they added over $7 trillion to the
national debt during Trump’s first
term, and here we go again. Help bil-
lionaires run up the debt and make ev-
erybody else pay.

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce, 1
am particularly outraged that Repub-
licans want to fund these tax cuts for
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corporations and billionaires by mak-
ing cuts to educational and nutritional
programs. This could end up cutting
things like Meals on Wheels, children’s
feeding programs, and could jeopardize
Head Start, making it harder for stu-
dents to receive K-12 education and
higher education, and it will certainly
rip away healthcare for millions of
Americans.

There is nothing economically re-
sponsible about this budget because it
increases the deficit. It helps billion-
aires, but working families and the
middle class will pay the price.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
oppose this resolution.
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Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. HERN), my good friend
and our Conference Policy Committee
chair.

Mr. HERN of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the chairman for the oppor-
tunity to speak.

One of America’s most famous sons,
Will Rogers, once said: “It costs ten
times more to govern us than it used to
and we are not governed one-tenth as
good.”

That was in 1932. I can only imagine
what he would say today. That is why
this vote is so important. It moves us
closer to delivering on the mandate the
American people overwhelmingly de-
manded in November.

We are on an unsustainable path, and
every Member of this body knows it.
This budget resolution commits us to
investing in strong border security and
strengthening our national defense. It
directs committees to find ways to
make the President’s tax agenda per-
manent. It paves the way to unleash
American energy production.

The budget resolution calls for his-
toric spending cuts as Congress works
with the President to eliminate waste,
fraud, and abuse, something that every
single one of us, regardless of party,
should applaud, all in one, big, beau-
tiful bill.

Failure to unite on this vote may
very well result in breaking up the
President’s agenda. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.’”” Together we can
build a stronger, more prosperous
America before it is too late.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 990,000 people in
Oklahoma at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
CRAIG), the ranking member of the Ag-
riculture Committee.

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise to op-
pose this resolution that prioritizes tax
cuts for billionaires over the well-being
of hardworking American families and
the livelihood of our Nation’s farmers.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program is our Nation’s most ef-
fective antipoverty tool and a key part
of the farm bill which Republicans
want to cut by $230 billion. This would
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cause millions of hardworking Ameri-
cans to suffer, including some of the
most vulnerable in our communities:
children, seniors, and the disabled.

Decimating SNAP in this way would
break up the coalition that is critical
to passing a bipartisan farm bill and
hurts the entire food supply chain
when times are tough in farm country
and in many communities, especially
rural communities across this country.

Right now, as people across our Na-
tion are struggling with the high cost
of groceries, SNAP helps American
families keep food on the table. Let’s
be clear about what we are talking
about. It is $6 a day for people in need.
It is six bucks to those who qualify.
SNAP reduces childhood poverty, im-
proves health outcomes, and generates
hundreds of thousands of jobs through-
out the food supply chain.

When we spend $1 on food, we aren’t
just paying for the food in carts. We
are helping to pay for the salary of the
grocery store clerk who stocked the
shelves, the trucker who delivered the
food to the store, the manufacturer
who produced the packaging, and the
farmer who grew it.

The future of a bipartisan farm bill,
which our farmers desperately need, is
in Republican hands today. If they cut
SNAP to pay for tax cuts or the
wealthy donors, it is on them.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“‘no.”

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE), my good friend
and a member of the Budget Com-
mittee.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, back in No-
vember the American people issued a
resounding rejection of the profligate
policies of the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration that existed over the past 4
years by electing President Donald
Trump.

In the first month of his new admin-
istration, President Trump has an-
swered this election mandate, signing
executive orders aimed at securing our
Nation’s borders, unleashing domestic
energy production, and rooting out the
waste, fraud, and abuse that was left
over as the final remnants of Biden’s
failed legacy.

However, the President cannot
achieve all of these policy objectives
alone. He needs Congress. It will take
those of us in the House and Senate,
concerned about addressing our fiscal
irresponsibility the last 4 years and
working together in a unified fashion,
to pass a reconciliation package that is
set in motion by today’s budget resolu-
tion. It will give this administration
the tools they need to succeed in ful-
filling their election mandate.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on this budget as we work
to deliver real savings for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the gentleman
this bill would put 1.8 million people in
the Commonwealth of Virginia at risk
of losing Medicaid.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT),
my distinguished colleague on the
Budget Committee.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, this is
the Republican wreckonciliation be-
cause it makes a wreck of our Nation’s
finances and it makes a wreck of the
lives of so many of our fellow Ameri-
cans.

Republicans are so very troubled
about our Nation’s debt that they want
to add trillions more to it. In fact, ac-
cording to the bipartisan Citizens for a
Responsible Federal Budget, they want
to make it bigger by about $4 trillion
deeper in debt.

Elon Musk’s DOGE—it 1is dodge
also—is a sideshow for a multi-ring cir-
cus of deception and lies designed to
create the illusion that billions are
being saved from waste, fraud, and
abuse when DOGE itself is the abuse.

Even with these fake savings, the in-
satiable demand of these Republicans
for additional billionaire tax breaks re-
quires denying opportunities to mid-
dle-class families; denying access to a
family physician, first by slashing hun-
dreds of millions from Medicaid for
which Trump professes to love and
cherish; wrecking Medicaid which pays
for half the babies born at Seton hos-
pital in Austin and half the children
that go to the Children’s Hospital
there.

Millions of Americans will lose
health protection, and millions more
will lose educational opportunity. For
those who are facing a dreaded disease
like cancer, Republicans are cutting
innovative medical research in the
hope for a cure. With the looming
threat of a flu pandemic, there would
be a 40 percent cut of staff at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, CDC. All of this represents more
Republican broken promises.

Remember last month when Trump
was going to drastically bring down
grocery prices? The only thing that is
drastic is the pain of this Republican
budget. Now Trump tells us we will
have a golden age in America. With
this budget imposing so many burdens
on our finances, the sick, the hungry,
and students, we see who gets the gold.
It is those billionaires that were on the
front seat of his inauguration as work-
ing families are betrayed.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I
wonder when my Democrat colleagues
will direct their indignation and out-
rage to the fact that DOGE and our
friend, Elon Musk, has exposed tremen-
dous, outrageous, and utterly offensive
waste like transgender operas in Co-
lombia, DEI musicals in Ireland,
transgender comic books, and $20 mil-
lion on ‘“‘Sesame Street.” I would only
have to assume my Democrat col-
leagues think that is the way to find
peace in the Middle East. It is insane,
and it is offensive to the taxpayers.
You will never hear a single word
about that in this debate today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BERGMAN).
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Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding the time.

Mr. Speaker, it is crucial we are clear
about the focus of today’s debate. Our
aim is not to remove vulnerable Ameri-
cans from the government assistance
programs they and their families de-
pends on. On the contrary, we are fo-
cused on strengthening the integrity of
these programs to ensure that taxpayer
dollars are directed to those who genu-
inely need them.

In the past decade, Medicaid has ac-
counted for over $550 billion, with a b,
in improper payments, making it one
of the government’s largest sources of
payment errors. It would be irrespon-
sible and a betrayal of our fiduciary
duty to American taxpayers not to
make a focused effort to recover these
misused funds and redirect them to
those who need them the most.

With that said, it is essential these
efforts are made with a careful ap-
proach that avoids unintended con-
sequences for vulnerable Americans
and providers.

As my colleagues on the Energy and
Commerce Committee begin their crit-
ical efforts, I urge them to keep this
top of mind. I urge all my colleagues to
support this good resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 2.4 million peo-
ple in Michigan at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear. That is
what this debate is about. The other
side is great at trying to distract you,
holding up the shiny object of a few
outlandish stories about tens of thou-
sands of dollars to distract you from
the trillions of dollars that are at
stake. One in three Americans get
their healthcare from Medicaid. That
is at risk because of this proposal, and
don’t forget it. We can’t allow our-
selves to get distracted.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
PETERS), my colleague and friend on
the Budget Committee.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, our na-
tional debt is more than $36 trillion.
We borrow nearly $2 trillion every year
just to pay our expenses. We spend
more in interest payments now than
we do on Medicaid, schools, childcare,
and the national defense.

Republicans have raised the alarm
about this deficit, but this budget actu-
ally makes the debt and deficit much
worse. They say we have a spending
problem. Then cut annual spending to
a level that is covered by our revenues
and stop the deficits. That is not what
they are doing here.

They will make big cuts to
healthcare, air traffic controllers, cy-
bersecurity, and the people who fight
wildfires. They will not use those sav-
ings to cut deficits. They will use those
savings to pay for tax cuts for people
who don’t need them.

America doesn’t have a spending
problem. We have a borrowing problem.
This budget would lead to more bor-
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rowing we can’t afford. It would limit
our ability to borrow money when we
do need it and when there is a future
urgent need.

Today, the economy has low unem-
ployment and high interest rates. This
is the exact wrong time to blow up the
debt. This bill will add between $4 tril-
lion and $11 trillion to the debt, which
will increase interest rates, raise
prices, and keep inflation high. Our
kids are going to pick up the bill. Don’t
vote for this self-inflicted harm.

Mr. Speaker, I work with many of my
Republican colleagues as co-chair of
the Bipartisan Fiscal Forum on con-
trolling the debt and deficit. I know
some are sitting here, quietly agreeing
with me. I know personally how hard it
is to buck your party. When Democrats
held the House, the Senate, and the
White House, I voted ‘“‘no’’ on our rec-
onciliation budget to get a better prod-
uct. It was very unpopular, but I held
my ground. People at home knew I was
standing up for them. We got a better
product, and they sent me back.

We work with Presidents. We don’t
report to them. We report to our con-
stituents as independently elected
Members of Congress who were elected
on the exact same day as Donald
Trump.

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues should
do their job. They know better, and I
ask them to vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GILL), my friend and also a
member of the Budget Committee.

Mr. GILL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Chairman ARRINGTON for his
leadership throughout this process.

Mr. Speaker, President Trump deliv-
ered historic results. He is securing our
border, restoring common sense, low-
ering costs, and reestablishing Amer-
ica’s strength in the world. He is stop-
ping our tax dollars from funding
woke, perverted projects that the other
side of the aisle seeks to push.

Today, 60 percent of American tax-
payers are facing rising taxes and un-
certainty. To address these challenges,
this resolution provides for the exten-
sion of the Trump tax cuts, funds the
largest mass deportation operation in
U.S. history, and cuts at least $1.5 tril-
lion in waste, fraud, and abuse from
our Federal budget.

This is something that should receive
bipartisan support. Our commitment to
fiscal discipline is clear. Conservatives
on the Budget Committee added a pro-
vision that incentivizes a total of $2
trillion in reductions.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are begging for Washington to unlock
the Trump agenda, which this bill does.
They gave us a mandate to save this
country, and I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I would remind the gentleman
this bill would put 4.2 million people in
Texas at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR),
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a distinguished member and friend
from the Budget Committee.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member for the oppor-
tunity to speak. I thank him for his
great work.

Mr. Speaker, budgets are about
choices for the American people. If we
look at what is happening with this
current budget, it is a bonanza for bil-
lionaires. We live in a moment in our
country when 1 percent of our popu-
lation, the very top, hold as much
wealth as the bottom half of our coun-
try. One percent of the top, the billion-
aires and millionaires, hold more
wealth than the bottom half of our peo-
ple. It is an astounding moment in
which we are living.

The very top are not paying their fair
share, and everybody in America
knows it, including them. How many
more mansions do we need to see that
take up acres and acres? How many
yachts do these people actually need?
Some of the old movies about
“Goldfinger” and all come to mind.
Some people seem to like gold a whole
lot in this country.
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If the tax cuts that are proposed in
this bill offer a few hundred dollars to
people who live in the bottom half of
our country, which is most of the peo-
ple that I represent, the bottom half of
incomes, the people at the top are
going to get hundreds and hundreds of
thousands of dollars back. I say to my-
self: Do they have any conscience
about what is happening in their coun-
try? To take away the healthcare,
Medicare, Medicaid, the cuts that Re-
publicans are proposing, you will cause
death in this country.

To me, what is happening here is
shameless. Here is the chart. If we look
back at who caused the debt in our
country, wow. It is pretty obvious. If
we go back to the Reagan Presidency,
all you are doing is just repeating what
happened. They added $2 trillion. Then
the Bush II tax cuts added $8 trillion.
The Trump tax cuts are already over
$2.5 trillion.

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Ohio.

Ms. KAPTUR. The Afghan and Iraq
wars declared by Republican Presidents
added $8 trillion. If you look at this,
two-thirds of what we owe were caused
by the Republican side of the aisle. I
represent a lot of Republicans, and I
will tell you they are honest people and
they will pay their taxes, but they
don’t like this excess. It is hurting
America. The Republican budget is just
a bonanza for billionaires. Shame on
you.

The CHAIR. Members are reminded
to direct their comments to the Chair.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE), my friend and an-
other Budget Committee member.
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Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Chair, I rise today
in strong support of the House Budget
Committee’s FY25 budget resolution
which advances President Trump’s
America First agenda by unlocking the
budget reconciliation process to
achieve the President’s priorities and
restore fiscal sanity in Washington.

This budget resolution paves the way
to extend the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
signed into law by President Trump in
2017, which fueled historic economic
growth and raised real wages. This res-
olution also provides instructions to
reverse Biden’s assault on domestic en-
ergy, rein in reckless spending, and de-
liver critical resources to the Trump
administration so we can secure our
border and strengthen our national se-
curity.

Finally, I want to address the fear-
mongering among our Democrat col-
leagues. This budget resolution does
not cut benefits for any legitimate re-
cipient of Medicare, Medicaid, or So-
cial Security. I challenge anyone to
find a single provision in this 45-page
resolution that cuts benefits because
they can’t. This resolution simply sets
a budget framework so we can deal
with the incredible fraud, waste, and
abuse in Medicaid to stabilize and pre-
serve it for those who really need it.

GAO alone estimates that the fraud—

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Georgia.

Mr. CLYDE: Mr. Chair, GAO alone es-
timates that the fraud in Medicaid is
at least $50 billion a year.

Mr. Chair, I include in the RECORD
this report from the GAO, which states
$50 billion a year of improper pay-
ments.

[From the U.S. Government Accountability
Office, Mar. 26, 2024]

IMPROPER PAYMENTS: INFORMATION ON
AGENCIES’ FISCAL YEAR 2023 ESTIMATES
(Q&A Report to the Subcommittee on Legis-
lative Branch, Committee on Appropria-

tions, House of Representatives)
WHY THIS MATTERS

Improper payments—those that should not
have been made or were made in the incor-
rect amount—have consistently been a gov-
ernment-wide issue. Since fiscal year 2003,
cumulative improper payment estimates by
executive branch agencies have totaled
about $2.7 trillion. Reducing improper pay-
ments is critical to safeguarding federal
funds.

We have reported on improper payments in
our audit reports on the U.S. government’s
consolidated financial statements since fis-
cal year 1997. We have found that these pay-
ments represent a material deficiency or
weakness in internal controls. Specifically,
we have noted that the federal government is
unable to determine the full extent of its im-
proper payments or to reasonably assure
that appropriate actions are taken to reduce
them.

House Report 117-389, which accompanied
the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
2023, includes a provision for GAO to provide
quarterly reports on improper payments.
This is our fifth such report, and it provides
an overview of federal agencies’ improper
payment estimates for fiscal year 2023. Addi-
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tionally, we discuss agencies’ compliance

with legal requirements for reporting and

managing improper payments.
KEY TAKEAWAYS

In fiscal year 2023, federal agencies esti-
mated a total of $236 billion in improper pay-
ments, a decrease of about $11 billion from
the prior fiscal year. About $175 billion (or 74
percent) of these improper payments were
overpayments.

The total fiscal year 2023 improper pay-
ment estimate does not include some pro-
grams that agencies have determined are
susceptible to significant improper pay-
ments, such as the Department of Health and
Humans Services’ (HHS) Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families (TANF).

In fiscal year 2022, 14 of the 24 agencies
covered by the Chief Financial Officers Act
of 1990 (CFO Act) fully complied with appli-
cable improper payment criteria, as reported
by their agency inspectors general.

WHAT ARE THE FEDERAL AGENCIES’ ESTIMATES
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 IMPROPER PAYMENTS?
Agencies reported about $236 billion in im-

proper payment estimates for fiscal year

2023. This amount represents a decrease of

about $11 billion from the fiscal year 2022 es-

timate (see fig. 1).

Our analysis of agency data shows that 14
agencies reported improper payment esti-
mates across 71 programs. As shown in figure
2, about 79 percent ($186 billion) of the gov-
ernment-wide total of estimated improper
payments that agencies reported for fiscal
year 2023 is concentrated in five program
areas:

HHS’s Medicare,
grams ($51 billion);

HHS’s Medicaid ($50 billion);

the Department of Labor’s Unemployment
Insurance—Federal Pandemic TUnemploy-
ment Assistance ($44 billion);

the Department of the Treasury’s Earned
Income Tax Credit ($22 billion); and

the Small Business Administration’s (SBA)
Paycheck Protection Program Loan Forgive-
ness ($19 billion).

As seen in figure 3, most of the total $236
billion in government-wide improper pay-
ment estimates for fiscal year 2023 consisted
of overpayments. The remaining improper
payments consisted of underpayments, un-
known payments, and technically improper
payments.

It should be noted that the fiscal year 2023
improper payment estimates do not include
certain programs that agencies have deter-
mined are susceptible to significant im-
proper payments. As a result, the govern-
ment-wide total potentially does not rep-
resent the full extent of improper payments.
For example, the $236 billion total does not
include HHS’s TANF program. HHS reported
that it does not have the authority to obtain
the information it needs to estimate or re-
port improper payment amounts for this pro-
gram. In April 2022, we recommended that
Congress consider providing HHS the author-
ity to require states to report the data the
agency needs to estimate and report on im-
proper payments for TANF. As of February
2024, Congress has not acted on this rec-
ommendation.

HOW MANY PROGRAMS REPORTED SUBSTANTIAL

DECLINES IN IMPROPER PAYMENTS?

Our analysis of PaymentAccuracy.gov data
found that eight programs experienced sub-
stantial declines in reported estimated im-
proper payments for fiscal year 2023 (see
table 3). Agencies attributed these declines
to factors such as terminating certain pro-
grams and implementing mitigation strate-
gies. In addition, variability arising from the
improper payment estimation process could
potentially explain a portion of the reported
declines.

comprising three pro-

H797

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Since the gentleman asked the ques-
tion, I am happy to answer it. Right
there in the bill, $880 billion directed to
the Energy and Commerce Committee
as a floor to find savings. In other
words, for cuts. There is only one place
that can come from. Literally, if they
cut 100 percent of everything else En-
ergy and Commerce has purview over,
it would still leave them hundreds of
billions of dollars short. It has to come
from Medicaid. It has to come from the
ACA premiums because much like
when Willie Sutton was asked why he
robbed banks, he replied: Because that
is where the money is.

Likewise, in terms of the Energy and
Commerce cuts, the $880 billion has to
come from Medicaid because that is
the only place you can find $880 billion.
Don’t be fooled by their rhetorical
tricks.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN), a distinguished
member of the Budget Committee.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Chair,
I am standing in opposition. During
their campaigns, Donald Trump and
my Republican colleagues promised to
get to work to lowering prices for the
American people. This budget is a be-
trayal of that promise. It is a betrayal
of millions of our children, our parents,
and our seniors. It is a betrayal of the
one-third of New Jersey children who
rely on Medicaid. It is a betrayal of the
one-third of new mothers who count on
Medicaid for their prenatal care. It is a
betrayal of 6 in 10 New Jersey seniors
living in nursing homes. It is a rip-off
of New Jersey taxpayers as Repub-
licans have prioritized tax cuts for
their billionaire donors over the lives
of everyday citizens who will suffer
under this new budget.

My neighbor, Tom KEAN, has over
70,000 Medicaid recipients, including
over 27,000 children. Does Congressman
VAN DREW from New Jersey know a
vote for this budget means abandoning
177,000 of his residents for the billion-
aire class? Does Congressman CHRIS
SMITH know that there are 178,000 Med-
icaid recipients in his district, includ-
ing nearly 100,000 children who will be
cut and will lose their coverage simply
to enrich Trump’s billionaire friends?

A few weeks ago, I offered an amend-
ment in the Budget Committee to
eliminate these disastrous cuts. Not a
single Republican gave me a vote on
this issue. Last night, I offered the
same amendment to the Rules Com-
mittee, and we had the same outcome.
There was not one Republican vote. I
only hope that there are at least a few
of my Republican colleagues today who
have the courage and the humanity to
stand up for their most vulnerable con-
stituents and to vote ‘“no.” I urge a
“no’ vote here.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), our Ag-
riculture Committee chair and my
friend.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Chair, this budget resolution be-
gins the process of delivering on Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda, and that agenda
is clear. It is securing the border. It is
unleashing economic growth. It is pro-
viding efficiency and accountability in
government. It is reining in reckless
spending that spurred record inflation.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle continue to talk about the
harmful provisions within this resolu-
tion. In reality, this is the beginning of
the process. It is the beginning of a
course correction as desperately need-
ed following 4 years of policy that
placed America in a position of excess
and decline.

Speaking of excess, since President
Trump’s first term, increased enroll-
ment and exploitation of the 2018 farm

bill by the Biden administration
ballooned the annual spending on the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program by 66 percent at a total cost
of $256 billion, leaving workers on the
sidelines while small businesses paying
record wages struggle to find help.

This egregious executive overreach
not only violated the Congressional Re-
view Act but likely reduced the frac-
tion of people participating in the
workforce and contributed to inflation.

Mr. Chair, we must meet the vital
supplemental food needs of Americans
that Congress committed to fulfill
through SNAP, and we will. We cannot
allow excess or lack of accountability
within the bureaucracy, though, to
compromise fulfilling that obligation.

Thoughtful policies that recognize
the value of work, hold states account-
able, promote program integrity, and
in the long run protect the safety net
for those Americans who truly need it
should be our priority.

At the same time, we must use this
process to advance the needs of the
farm economy. We cannot leave our
most ardent supporters in rural Amer-
ica without new resources and empty-
handed for a third year.

House Republicans have a mandate
to restore America’s faith in govern-
ment and we will protect hardworking
taxpayers, preventing the largest tax
increase in American history. We will
provide for the neediest among us
while simultaneously delivering a
foundation for economic growth and
prosperity.

Mr. Chair, let us ensure America is
once again the land of opportunity and
thriving communities. Passage of this
resolution is one step in that process.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind my friend and fellow
Pennsylvanian who just spoke, this
resolution would put 3.1 million people
in our beloved Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Ms. PLASKETT), a distinguished mem-
ber of the Budget Committee.
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Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to this budget. We know
that a budget is a statement of values.
In simple terms, you put your money
where your mouth is. The money my
Republican colleagues are getting right
now is going to the class that they are
beholden to, the uberwealthy.

The bulk of those cost savings come
from slashing Medicaid funding, which
ensures that 70 million Americans, and
funds from the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, CHIP, where another 10
million American children are helped.
Those savings they are getting are
being created so that they can then
give that money, give those savings, to
the ultrarich.

Twenty percent of the population in
the Virgin Islands are at risk of losing
their healthcare under this budget.
Veterans, children, working families
who are barely making it, rely on this.

Mr. Chair, right here, right now, Re-
publicans are trying to steal
healthcare from 80 million people, and
they are heading to the bank as mil-
lions of Americans are left helpless.
What is happening? What is going on?

Republicans are intentionally tar-
geting grandmothers, targeting chil-
dren, and targeting veterans that live
in your neighborhood. Mr. Chair, they
are going to throw some peanuts, a
couple of hundred bucks, at each one of
us and tell us that you are getting
some taxes back. That is the amount of
money that the very wealthy are get-
ting. An average of $314,000 is going to
them at the expense of the American
people.

Speaking of fraud, waste, and abuse,
they are going to tell you they are
using that money to get rid of illegals.
They are going to tell you that they
are going to try and dramatically
change the landscape. No. They are
only changing the landscape for those
individuals that they are beholden to—
$2 trillion of cuts for $4 trillion of
money that is going into the pockets of
individuals that they are beholden to.
That is what is happening. I am dis-
appointed, but I am not surprised that
the Republicans have used this process
to satisfy the people that they are
most beholden to. Americans must
stand up.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. SMITH), the chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Chair, I
want to thank Mr. ARRINGTON for
yielding.

Mr. Chair, 4 years ago, President
Trump left Joe Biden a blueprint for
success, and then Democrats proceeded
to open our borders, undermine Amer-
ican energy, and spend trillions of dol-
lars on handouts to the wealthy.

They created the highest inflation in
40 years that made it impossible for
working families to survive. That is
why the American people sent Donald
Trump back to the White House with a
mandate. Now it is up to Congress to
deliver on that mandate, to make our
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economy work again for working fami-
lies.

The economy isn’t just numbers on a
chart. It is the farmer who wakes up at
4 a.m., the mom or dad working two
jobs just to get by, the shop owner fig-
uring out how to keep the store lights
on, and the truck driver working over-
time.

Mr. Chair, let me be clear, a vote
against this budget is a vote to raise
taxes on low-income Americans. Mr.
Chair, $2.6 trillion of the tax cuts in
this resolution are people making less
than $400,000 a year. Democrats cam-
paigned on not allowing taxes to in-
crease on people making less than
$400,000 a year. Let us see if their vot-
ing cards show up. Extending the
Trump tax cuts will give the lowest in-
come families a tax cut of 15 percent,
the highest of any income group.

On the other hand, failing to extend
these tax cuts means the average tax-
payer will see a 22 percent tax hike.
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The average family of four making
$80,000 a year will see their taxes go up
almost $1,700. That is 2 months’ worth
of groceries.

Americans need certainty that relief
is on the way. Workers need certainty
that their taxes won’t go up.

Mr. Chair, 26 million small businesses
need certainty that their tax rates
won’t rise to 43 percent in a few short
months so that they can focus on in-
vesting and hiring more workers.

Mr. Chair, 2 million family-owned
farms need certainty that they won’t
be forced to sell their farm to pay an
increased death tax. They need to
know right now if they should be con-
tacting an estate planner for the mas-
sive tax hike that is coming.

Parents need certainty that their
guaranteed deduction of $30,000 won’t
be cut in half and that their child tax
credit won’t be slashed from $2,000 to
$1,000.

Following passage of the Trump tax
cuts, wages increased by 4.9 percent,
the fastest 2-year growth in real wages
in 20 years. Mr. Chair, 5 million new
jobs were created. More than 6 million
people were lifted out of poverty. Real
median household income rose by
$5,000. The economy grew a full per-
centage point higher than CBO’s initial
forecast, and revenues have remained
steady at 17 percent of GDP.

Building on President Trump’s tax
cuts will deliver a new golden age of
prosperity: over 1 million new small
business jobs each year, $284 billion in
economic growth for more manufac-
turing, and billions in new investments
to revitalize our poorest mneighbor-
hoods.

We will reignite our economy with a
return of policies like 100 percent im-
mediate expensing and incentives to
make sure R&D is happening here and
not being outsourced around the globe.

We will deliver on President Trump’s
commitment to tax relief for tipped
workers, help for seniors struggling
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with inflation, and tax relief for over-
time workers.

President Trump’s policies will spark
an economic recovery, and that recov-
ery starts by passing this budget so we
can send one big, beautiful bill to
President Trump’s desk.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 1.3 million peo-
ple in Missouri at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
ESCOBAR), a distinguished member of
the Budget Committee.

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Chair, I thank
the ranking member for yielding me
time.

Let’s talk about what is really hap-
pening here today. Housing costs are
up. Groceries are up. Inflation is up.
Donald Trump is threatening more tar-
iffs, which means our costs will con-
tinue to go up. It is no wonder that the
bond market is flashing a warning sign
about slowing economic growth under
Donald Trump.

My Republican colleagues, instead of
working with us to lower costs, what
are they doing? They are working to
give billionaires massive tax breaks,
and they will do that by making life
costlier for everyone else.

In fact, this budget bill that will be
on the floor today will have enormous
consequences. It will make America
poorer, sicker, and hungrier. It will
close hospitals and clinics. It will kick
seniors out of nursing homes. It ends
support for Americans with disabil-
ities. It will double healthcare costs
and more.

That is just the Medicaid portion of
it. In Texas, in my State, over 4 mil-
lion Texans stand to lose with the cuts
that my Republican colleagues will im-
plement that this bill would unlock
with cuts to Medicaid.

It is not just that. It gets worse. This
budget bill would explode the national
debt. Why? So that billionaires can
have another yacht, another luxury
home, another jet?

It doesn’t have to be this way. We
just need some of our Republican col-
leagues to stand with us and vote to
protect the American people, reject
these billionaire tax breaks, reject the
harm that it will do to their constitu-
ents and ours, and protect the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN), the chairman of
the Natural Resources Committee.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
the fiscal year 2025 budget resolution.

My constituents know firsthand how
the failed policies of the left resulted
in increased grocery and energy bills,
opened our borders, imperiled our na-
tional security, accelerated our debt,
and made it next to impossible to build
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and use our natural resources here at
home, making us dependent on our ad-
versaries.

This budget creates a blueprint to de-
liver on the promises we made to the
American people: righting the wrongs
of the past, unleashing America’s en-
ergy potential, and implementing the
full America First agenda.

Advancing the budget resolution
opens the door for the budget reconcili-
ation process. It will allow committees
to begin our work on the nuts and bolts
of budget reconciliation, implementing
savings across government and har-
nessing our biggest revenue generators,
such as domestic energy production.

By unlocking access to our energy
and mineral reserves, actively man-
aging our forests, streamlining burden-
some permitting processes, and repeal-
ing wasteful IRA spending, we will de-
liver a responsible reconciliation bill
that builds the wealth of our Nation.

As a former member of the House
Budget Committee, I appreciate the
budget process and have great respect
for Chairman ARRINGTON and his staff
in getting this budget resolution to the
House floor.

Mr. Chair, while our colleagues
across the aisle are using made-up
numbers that have no basis or sub-
stance as a scare tactic on the Amer-
ican people, I can say, as a former
State legislator, and I am happy to re-
mind my colleagues across the aisle
that Medicaid is a State and Federal
program. Not a single person will lose
Medicaid coverage unless their State
makes that choice.

Mr. Chair, this resolution has my full
support, and I encourage my colleagues
to vote for it.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman
that this big, beautiful bill for billion-
aires would put 820,000 people in Arkan-
sas at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES), the Democratic leader of
the House and my friend.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in strong opposition to the reck-
less Republican budget, which is a be-
trayal of working-class Americans,
middle-class Americans, children, sen-
iors, and everyday Americans all
across the country.

I thank the distinguished gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BOYLE), the
top Democrat on the Budget Com-
mittee, for his leadership, all the mem-
bers of the Budget Committee, and all
the members of the House Democratic
Caucus, who are standing up for the
American people by opposing this reck-
less Republican budget that will dev-
astate people all across the land.

It is not consistent with promises
that were made to the American peo-
ple. It is the exact opposite. Here is the
promise that was made to the Amer-
ican people over and over again: Repub-
licans were going to drive down the
high cost of living in the United States
of America and combat inflation. That
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was the promise that Republicans
made to the American people.

As House Democrats, we are working
hard to lower housing costs, lower gro-
cery costs, lower insurance costs, lower
utility costs, and lower childcare costs
because we know America is too expen-
sive. We want to drive down the high
cost of living.

On the other side of the aisle, we
haven’t seen a single bill introduced by
Republicans to drive down the high
cost of living and address the afford-
ability crisis in the United States. Not
a single executive order issued by
President Trump has anything to do
with driving down the high cost of liv-
ing. Not a single administrative action
taken this year by the Trump adminis-
tration has anything to do with driving
down the high cost of living.

In fact, costs aren’t going down in
the United States of America. Costs
are going up. Grocery prices are going
up. Inflation is going up. Republicans
are crashing the economy in real time.

Republicans have betrayed the Amer-
ican middle-class, working families, ev-
eryday Americans, children, and sen-
iors with this $4.5 trillion budget
scheme.

Don’t come to the House floor and
act like this is being done in the name
of fiscal responsibility. Enough with
that narrative. There is nothing in the
Republican track record to suggest to
the American people that you are the
party of fiscal responsibility, abso-
lutely nothing.

President Reagan comes into office.
His signature legislative accomplish-
ment is a massive unpaid-for tax cut
for the wealthy, the well-off, and the
well-connected. What does it do? It in-
creases the debt by $2 trillion. That is
not fiscal responsibility. That is reck-
lessness. That is your record.

Those kinds of fiscal policies contin-
ued for 8 years and carried over into
the Presidency of George H.W. Bush.
Then, we saw a massive debt handed
over to President Bill Clinton. What do
Democrats do with that massive debt?
We turned that debt into a surplus over
an 8-year period of time, and the econ-
omy exploded.

That is what fiscal responsibility
looks like. That happened under Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. Stop saying to the
American people that you are the
party of fiscal responsibility. The facts
say exactly the opposite.

A budget surplus was handed over to
President George W. Bush, who pro-
ceeded, in 2001 and then again in 2003,
to pass massive tax cuts—same play-
book; here we go again—massive tax
cuts for the wealthy, the well-off, and
the well-connected. That explodes the
debt by $8 trillion, and at the same
time, we have a failed war in Iraq and
a failed war in Afghanistan, over time
adding another $8 trillion to our Na-
tion’s debt.

That burden is handed over to Presi-
dent Barack Obama, but during the pe-
riod of his time in office, when he had
a $1.5 trillion deficit, he cut it by $1
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trillion, despite the fact that he also
inherited from Republicans the Great
Recession and had to turn things
around. He cut the deficit by $1 tril-
lion, from $1.5 trillion to $500 billion.
You asked about numbers. Here are the
numbers.

Then, that gets handed over to Presi-
dent Trump in his first term. He pro-
ceeded, of course, to follow the same
Republican playbook, which has noth-
ing to do with fiscal responsibility and
everything to do with massive tax cuts
for the wealthy, the well-off, and the
well-connected.

Republicans passed the GOP tax
scam with 83 percent of the benefits set
aside for the wealthiest 1 percent and,
in connection with the GOP tax scam,
exploded the debt by another $2 trillion
that they force working families, mid-
dle-class folks, and everyday Ameri-
cans to pay for.

Republicans are not the party of fis-
cal responsibility. Stop trying to con-
vince the American people otherwise.
It is the same playbook.

In fact, during the administration of
Donald Trump during his first 4 years,
the debt exploded to such a degree that
25 percent or so of our Nation’s debt
came from just the first term of Presi-
dent Donald Trump, 25 percent. We
have been around for over 248 years.
The party of fiscal responsibility?
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Then, of course, President Biden in-
herits a significant deficit and over-
whelming debt in his 2 years. The first
2 years he gets a lot done and cuts the
deficit by $1.7 trillion.

There is still a lot of work for all of
us to do, but do not pretend that this
budget resolution has anything to do
with fiscal responsibility or keeping
their promises to the American people.
The Republicans promised to lower the
high cost of living and have done noth-
ing about it.

So here we are again, and there they
g0 again with this GOP tax scam, the
same exact playbook, $4.5 trillion
worth of cuts for the wealthy, the well-
off, and the well-connected dispropor-
tionately to benefit billionaire donors
and well-connected corporations.

To make matters worse, the Repub-
licans would actually cut programs,
cut the social safety net, and cut the
things that matter to working-class
Americans, middle-class Americans,
young people, seniors, and others, in-
cluding up to, if not more, $880 billion
of cuts to Medicaid. That is the largest
cut to Medicaid in American history.

It doesn’t help working-class Ameri-
cans. It doesn’t help middle-class
Americans. It doesn’t help children,
and it doesn’t help older Americans. It
will devastate them. It will devastate
children, devastate people with disabil-
ities, devastate seniors, devastate preg-
nant women all across the country,
devastate nursing homes, and shut
down nursing homes. It will shut down
hospitals, including in rural America,
urban America, small-town America,
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and the heartland of America. That is
what the Republican budget betrayal is
all about.

It will devastate supplemental nutri-
tional assistance programs for our chil-
dren, for our veterans, and for our fam-
ilies. That is what the Republican
budget is all about. It has nothing to
do with making life better for everyday
Americans. It will hurt everyday
Americans.

So Democrats are not going to pro-
vide this reckless Republican scheme,
this out-of-control budget, a single
vote, not a single vote, because we are
standing on the side of the American
people.

We will fight this reckless Repub-
lican budget today, we will fight this
reckless Republican budget tomorrow,
and we will fight this reckless Repub-
lican budget until it is buried deep in
the ground never to rise again. We will
stand on the side of the American peo-
ple at all times.

Mr. Chair, vote ‘“‘no”’.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS), who is the
chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair,
I thank the chairman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution, and I commend
the Chair, the leader, and Chairman
ARRINGTON on their tremendous work.

We have heard about all the ways the
House budget resolution will deliver on
President Trump’s America First agen-
da. That includes making a genera-
tional investment in our national de-
fense.

The $100 billion in defense spending
this resolution unlocks will enable us
to begin restoring American deter-
rence, prioritizing lethality, and ensur-
ing peace through strength.

It will help defend the DOD’s mission
at the border because border security is
national security.

It will help improve the quality of
life for our servicemembers and their
families.

It will help us start to revitalize our
defense industrial base and restore
readiness accounts to ensure we can
fight tonight. It will also help us start
to expand U.S. shipbuilding capacity
and enhance our missile defense. It will
also help begin restocking our Nation’s
arsenal of critical munitions. It will
help us position our military to out-
compete and out-innovate China.

Achieving the President’s goal of
peace through strength will ultimately
require us to get defense spending back
above 4 percent of GDP. However, none
of that can happen unless we pass this
budget resolution today.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 950,000 people in
Alabama at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
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OMAR), who is a distinguished member
of the Budget Committee.

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
strong opposition to this Republican
budget resolution because it is not a
budget. It is a blueprint for American
decline.

Let’s be clear. They want to exploit
your labor and your tax dollars and gut
your earned benefits all to bankroll tax
cuts for their wealthy friends and do-
nors.

They want to increase your
healthcare costs while Elon Musk and
his friends hoard even more wealth,
and they have the audacity to call it
fiscal responsibility.

This proposal will only deepen the
constitutional crisis we are already in:
a President trying to rule like a dic-
tator and an unelected billionaire
using hate and fear to expand his con-
trol over our country.

Congressional Republicans are pre-
tending this chaos is normal, even as
their own constituents call them out
for their cowardice.

Our government is being hollowed
out, our institutions are falling apart,
and today House Republicans are slash-
ing programs that people rely on to
enact a massive $4.6 trillion tax give-
away to the rich.

So I ask my Republican colleagues:
Whom will you serve, the people who
sent you here or the billionaires trying
to buy our democracy?

The CHAIR. Members are advised to
not only direct their comments to the
Chair but to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, the
minority leader regurgitated a talking
point from the Democratic Party we
have heard now for years. We heard it
prior to the passage of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017. The gentleman
said that 83 percent of the tax cuts in
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act benefits
would accrue to the top 1 percent of in-
come earners. The Washington Post,
which is no bastion of conservative
journalism, gave him two Pinocchios
for that one and called it a zombie
claim. They called it galling.
PolitiFact agreed with them and said
that it was flat-out misleading.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK), who is also a member of
the House Budget Committee.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman,
this resolution not only saves an aver-
age family about $16,000 over the next
10 years through reduced spending, it
also prevents a crushing $1,500 annual
tax hike on a struggling family earning
just $75,000 a year. I have news for the
minority leader: That ain’t rich. They
can’t afford it, and they don’t deserve
it.

The details will come in the rec-
onciliation bill which can’t be drafted
until this resolution passes, so our
Democratic colleagues ought to wait to
see what the committees actually pro-
pose before setting their hair on fire.

The people didn’t save our country
last November. They gave us the tools
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to save it. It is now up to us to use
them. This resolution unlocks a power-
ful tool, and it is a critical step to stop
the reckless theft of the earnings, the
productivity, the prosperity, and the
dreams of the American people.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman this bill
would put 13.4 million people in Cali-
fornia at risk of losing Medicaid.

I further remind my friend, the chair
of the Budget Committee, that it was
not the Democratic leader’s statistic
that he was quoting about 83 percent.
It was the Congressional Budget Office
that found that 83 percent of the 2017
Trump tax cuts go to the richest 1 per-
cent of Americans.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. TONKO),
who is a distinguished member of the
Budget Committee.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Chair, it was quite
remarkable to go back home to New
York’s 20th District last week after
spending 12 hours moving this mon-
strosity through the Budget Com-
mittee. Everywhere I went folks were
imploring me, begging and pleading, to
stand up to this cruelty.

Moreover, that is after weeks of re-
ceiving nonstop calls from thousands of
activated and engaged constituents,
many of whom are reaching out to me
for the very first time.

I held a townhall at Albany High
School and, like many of my col-
leagues’ in recent weeks, it was
packed. The energy in the room was
palpable: fear, helplessness, and anger.

Why, Mr. Chairman, are we forcing
through legislation that will hurt the
very people we represent?

My constituents should never have to
stand up and tell me they will inter-
rupt their lives to stand up and fight
with me in D.C. against the Republican
agenda, but they did.

Our job is to serve the American peo-
ple, not rip access to basic necessities
away from them at the behest of a
President who declared himself king.
Frankly, it is insulting to me, to this
institution, to the working families of
New York’s 20th District, and to every
American who is still struggling just to
get by.

Nevertheless, here we are, blowing a
$3 trillion hole in our national debt to
serve billionaire oligarchs instead, bil-
lionaire oligarchs and donors who will
never have to wonder whether they can
afford to go to the doctor, retire with
dignity, or even put food on the table
to feed their children at night.

It is outrageous, it is a rip-off, and it
is a heartless betrayal of the American
people, the middle class, working fami-
lies, and future generations.

My district has asked me: Where is
the solution to this?

It rests right in this Chamber. Let us
assume the responsibilities, the duties,
the authority, and the power we have
by the Constitution with the power of
the purse placed in our hands here in
the House of Representatives. Let’s act
accordingly.
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They didn’t want a President to cir-
cumvent Congress, they didn’t want an
agent who never had a background
check and who was never confirmed by
the U.S. Senate and who is wielding a
chain saw at our programs and not
showing sensitivity, compassion, and
intellect in academics that will make
the true difference.

The CHAIR. Once again, the Chair
would remind and implore all Members
to not engage in personalities toward
the President and direct your remarks
to the Chair.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman

from the State of Indiana (Mr.
STUTZMAN).
Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Chairman, I

rise in strong support of this resolution
because it delivers on the promise that
we made to the American people by ex-
tending the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and
fulfilling President Trump’s agenda.

This is direly needed. For the past 4
yvears, the American people have lived
through the longest sustained period of
debt and deficit in our Nation’s his-
tory. During that same time, Ameri-
cans have also had to grapple with
hyperinflation and record-high energy
costs and grocery costs at the grocery
store.

This budget will usher in a new gold-
en era that the American people are
yearning for and where free enterprise
can flourish, energy production is un-
leashed, and our fiscal health is re-
stored.

This budget does so by extending the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which delivered
wage increases of 4.9 percent and the
lowest poverty and unemployment
rates in 50 years. This budget also
achieves a deficit reduction of $1 bil-
lion over 10 years and achieves massive
savings in our spending.

Washington doesn’t have a revenue
problem. Washington has a spending
problem.

Mr. Chair, the American people sent
us here to fulfill a mission, putting our
Nation back on a trajectory toward
success and prosperity. Passing this
resolution is the first step in that proc-
ess. This budget doesn’t betray the
middle class. It saves the middle class,
and it empowers the middle class for a
prosperous future.

Mr. Chairman, I support this resolu-
tion, and I encourage my colleagues to
do the same. This is the first time that
I remember where we are actually
being fiscally responsible.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 1.8 million Hoosiers
at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS), who is the ranking member
of the Financial Services Committee.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, I
strongly oppose the Republican budget
rip-off. I hear from constituents every
day about the high cost of living.
Under the Trump administration,
healthcare costs are rising, and putting
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food on the table is getting harder as
egg prices skyrocket and housing re-
mains unaffordable.

Unfortunately, the Republican rip-off
is a slap in the face to working fami-
lies.

Trump, Elon Musk, and House Re-
publicans are asking us to support
axing Medicaid by $180 billion, even
though food stamps reduce rural pov-
erty. Republicans will cut this program
too by $230 billion.

Republicans are defunding the police
by stripping funding from the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau,
and the CFPB is the only Federal cop
on the block to hold Wall Street banks
and Big Tech payment apps account-
able when they cheat Americans.

It is shameful that while families suf-
fer from high prices, Musk is firing

thousands of Federal workers and
stealing sensitive data from his com-
petitors.

Although this rip-off cuts $2 trillion
in vital programs, what do Republicans
plan to do with this money?
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Mr. Chairman, they are going to give
$4.5 trillion in tax cuts to the billion-
aires in this country. That is $4.5 tril-
lion in tax cuts. If that math doesn’t
compute, it is because Republicans ex-
pect Americans to buy the next
megayacht for Jeff Bezos.

Mr. Chairman, we are not going to do
that, and Democrats are voting ‘‘no”
on this budget. It is outrageous that
Republicans have the audacity to come
here with this budget that harms so
many Americans and ask us to support
billionaires and think we are going to
buy it? The majority thinks we are
going to support it? My colleagues on
the other side of the aisle have another
thought coming. We ain’t doing it.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
can’t believe my ears of Democrats
criticizing the audacity of Republicans
here in Washington, our Nation’s Cap-
ital, giving the hard-earned money
back to the people, letting them keep
more of their money as they have suf-
fered 4 years under record inflation,
record interest rate hikes, and record
consumer debt. How dare Republicans
give money back to small businesses
and working families so that they can
pay the bills and provide for their fami-
lies?

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES), the ‘‘Show-Me’’ State, our
House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure chairman.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the chairman for yielding me time.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support
of the House’s fiscal year 2025 budget
resolution, which is a critical step
needed to unlock a reconciliation bill
that is going to help secure our border
and revitalize our military. It is going
to unleash American energy independ-
ence and extend tax cuts for American
families and small businesses.

Simply put, this budget delivers on
all of President Trump’s America First
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agenda by prioritizing the economic
and national security of hardworking
Americans. Failure to act on this budg-
et resolution, our House Republican
budget, risks trillions in tax increases
on Missouri farmers, small businesses,
and families.

Mr. Chairman, as a member of the
House Armed Services Committee, I
am pleased to see that the budget di-
rects an investment of $100 billion for
our national defense after years of
underinvestment.

As chairman of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, we are
ready to do our part to produce a bill
that fulfills President Trump’s border
security agenda by providing funding
for the United States Coast Guard for
drug and migrant interdiction.

The Coast Guard has been under-
funded for years. However, this admin-
istration recognizes that the Coast
Guard is the workhorse when it comes
to securing our maritime border. I am
grateful for the President’s focus on
providing robust resources to the serv-
ice to do even more, and I know that
the men and women in the Coast Guard
are very much up to the task.

Despite delivering these robust in-
vestments, this budget still requires
the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee to generate at least $10 bil-
lion in savings overall. Committee Re-
publicans have been hard at work to
make sure that we are prepared to sup-
port the Coast Guard while also being
good stewards of taxpayer dollars by
responsibly offsetting our investments.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to support this budget resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, the chair of the Budg-
et Committee said something moments
ago to the effect of: This is about giv-
ing the people their money back.

That is not so. This is about the one
in three Americans on Medicaid who
are at risk of losing it because what is
in this budget plan in black and white
are the largest cuts to Medicaid in
American history and cuts to other
programs like SNAP, school lunches,
and Head Start. Why is that? It is to
deliver tax cuts, 83 percent of which go
to the richest 1 percent of Americans.
That is what this plan is about.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO), my friend and ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, as
ranking member of the Appropriations
Committee, I am responsible for fund-
ing programs and services that the
American people rely on.

I also see the importance of programs
like Medicaid, which help tens of mil-
lions of people afford health insurance.
After all of their talk of lowering the
cost of living, Republicans wasted no
time in making their real priorities
clear. For this majority, billionaires
and the biggest corporations always
come first.
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Elon Musk and President Trump are
hard at work trying to gut Medicaid
and the Affordable Care Act, which
helps nearly 100 million Americans af-
ford health insurance, medications, and
lifesaving care.

Nationwide, Medicaid and the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program pro-
vide medical coverage to nearly 4 in 10
children. Almost 40 percent of the chil-
dren in the United States get their
healthcare through Medicaid.

These programs were designed, im-
proved, and expanded over decades by
both parties to help people deal with
the high costs of healthcare, and they
have delivered for so many families. In
my district alone, there are 229,000 peo-
ple on Medicaid, including 79,000 chil-
dren and 33,000 seniors. Medicaid paid
for 3,000 births last year, providing
comprehensive prenatal, delivery, and
postpartum care to mnewborns and
mothers. These are programs that help
families and children. Medicaid works.

Elon Musk is only interested in help-
ing the richest among us. His dream is
to fully extend more than $4.5 trillion
worth of tax breaks to his billionaire
friends and the wealthiest corporations
in the world.

How will they pay for these tax cuts
and pay for this massive giveaway? Re-
publicans want to pay for this with
cuts to Medicaid, $880 billion from
Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act,
putting coverage at risk for millions of
Americans and raising their premiums.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. WILLIAMS of
Texas). The time of the gentlewoman
has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Connecticut.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, who
bears the brunt of these cuts: seniors,
children, low-income families, people
with disabilities, those struggling. The
most high healthcare costs impact the
first ones left behind.

Republicans are coming for SNAP
next, threatening 40 million Americans
who are just trying to put food on the
table. Democrats will stand where we
always do, on the side of the middle
class, against yet another reckless Re-
publican budget that steals even more
wealth for the billionaire class.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JORDAN), my good friend and
chairman of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, the budget resolution
will allow us to cut taxes, reduce
spending, help our national defense,
and secure the border, which is exactly
what we told the voters we were going
to do in the election.

I always say that we make this job
way too complicated. It is pretty
darned simple. What did Members tell
the voters they were going to do when
they put their name on the ballot? If
they get elected, go do what they said.

The American people elected us, a
majority in the House and a majority
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in the Senate. There were 77 million
people who voted for President Trump.
We told them what we were going to
do. It is now time to do it, and this is
step one of that process.

The ranking member referenced the
American people. We are remembering
the American people, exactly what we
told them, and why they elected us. To
do all of that, it takes resources, par-
ticularly the one that focuses in our
committee on securing the border.

It takes resources, and the reason we
need so many resources to secure the
border is because the previous adminis-
tration screwed everything up so badly.
Day one of the Biden administration,
they made three decisions: no more
building the wall, no more remain in
Mexico, and when migrants get here,
they will not be detained but will be re-
leased.

When that is done and it is adver-
tised to the entire planet that those
are the new policies, everybody comes.
There were 10 million people who came,
almost the equivalent of the entire
population of the State I get the privi-
lege of representing.

Mr. Chairman, to fix that, my col-
leagues have to find resources, find
savings, and do what we are doing in
this legislation because it takes per-
sonnel. It takes equipment. It takes
space. It takes detention beds. It takes
judges. It takes lawyers to secure that
border and handle what needs to be
done to fix what Democrats caused and
created.

Mr. Chairman, I thank the chairman
for the good work he has done and the
Republican members of the Budget
Committee for putting this together.

The gentleman is right. If we don’t
do this, taxes are going to go up on the
families across this great country. I
don’t want the taxes to go up on the
families who I represent in the Fourth
District of Ohio. I don’t want that to
happen.

I want the borders secured. I want to
reduce spending because I know we are
running deficits in the trillions, and we
have piled up $36 trillion in debt. I
want to help our national defense be-
cause it is still a dangerous world.

I just got back from Israel last week.
We know how dangerous it is. They
know how dangerous this world is.

This bill is common sense, and it is
step one of a three-part process to get
us to what we told the American people
we were going to do and what they
elected us to do. That is why I hope we
can pass this.

Mr. Chairman, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote,
and I thank the chairman again for his
good work and his committee’s work.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, the gentleman from Ohio is
actually right: It is a dangerous world.

Mr. Chairman, do my colleagues
know what makes it more dangerous?
It is when, under this administration,
the United States is voting with Russia
and North Korea and Hungary and vot-
ing against every single one of our
democratic allies. That makes a dan-
gerous world infinitely more dan-
gerous.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN), my good
friend and the ranking member of the
Natural Resources Committee.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

In just 4 weeks, Donald Trump has
sown chaos all over this country. His
administration is defying court orders,
firing Federal workers, freezing vital
funding that our constituents depend
on, impacting everything from wildfire
preparations to water security, health
and housing programs, and a lot more.
All of this is under the guise of cost
savings, but the reality is there are no
meaningful savings or other benefits
for average taxpayers.

Real people’s lives are being turned
upside down: our National Park Serv-
ice and workers at a number of Federal
agencies, farmers, and firefighters. Ev-
eryone who depends on Federal services
is feeling the squeeze of this reckless
agenda. Meanwhile, Republicans are
preparing their budget reconciliation
bill, which is going to cost at least $4
trillion.

Mr. Chairman, our Republican col-
leagues are being coy about the spe-
cifics, but Americans can connect the
dots. There can’t be a tax cut for bil-
lionaires of that magnitude without ei-
ther dramatically slashing Medicaid
and maybe Social Security and Medi-
care while you are at it, or dramati-
cally exploding the deficit.

Just like every other action before
us, the Republicans’ budget is a be-
trayal of the American people. The ma-
jority is choosing billionaires over pro-
grams that everyday people depend on.

In my district alone, hundreds of
thousands of people will lose Medicaid.
Tens of thousands will lose SNAP bene-
fits that help put food on the table.
The Natural Resources Committee is
tasked with finding at least $1 billion
of these savings, $1 billion for their bil-
lionaire joyride. Their plan is to sell
off public lands and do more favors for
Big Oil.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentleman from California.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Chairman, Re-
publicans plan to do more favors for
Big Oil even though they are rolling in
record profits and even though we are
already producing and exporting record
amounts of oil and gas. Of course, their
old favorite is to open up the Arctic
Refuge for drilling and pretend that
that will bring in money, as well. Last
time, it brought in zero dollars when
they did that in 2017.

Mr. Chairman, I am going to vote
“no.” I urge my colleagues to vote
££n0.37

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG), my friend
and the chair of the House Education
and Workforce. Committee.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Chairman, I
thank my friend from Texas for yield-
ing.
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Mr. Chairman, in November, the
American people delivered a clear and
resolute mandate to this Congress:
Rein in out-of-control spending.

For too long, bureaucrats in Wash-
ington recklessly spent Americans’
hard-earned tax dollars and drove up
our national debt to nearly cata-
strophic levels, hurting all Americans,
especially the most vulnerable.

For example, the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration attempted to spend as
much as $1 trillion through his illegal
and irresponsible student loan bailouts.
Virtually nothing was done to control
the cost of Federal student loan pro-
grams, meaning students will be able
to take on even more in student loan
debt and drive up the burden on all
Americans, even those who never went
to college or received a degree.

Why should we continue to spend
Americans’ tax dollars on a system
that is clearly not working?

Something must change, and Ameri-
cans are sick and tired of this wasteful
spending.

With Republicans in control of the
House, Senate, and White House, we
have a real opportunity to cut through
the waste, fraud, abuse, and falsehoods
in Washington.
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Reconciliation provides us with a
chance to address Washington’s spend-
ing problem.

Under the new Trump administra-
tion, we can cut spending, deliver on
the mandate given to us by the Amer-
ican people, and put more money back
in Americans’ pockets.

As I begin to yield back, I will await
the false report on Medicaid in Michi-
gan.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I wouldn’t want to disappoint
the gentleman from Michigan, so I am
happy to inform him of the accurate
number. This bill would put 2.4 million
people in Michigan at risk of losing
Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Washington (Ms.
JAYAPAL), a distinguished former mem-
ber of the Budget Committee.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chair, this bill is
a Republican betrayal of the middle
class and working families across the
country.

If you are at home watching this, I
want you to think about what Repub-
licans want to slash from your life so
that they can lower taxes for the big-
gest corporations and wealthiest bil-
lionaires like Elon Musk. They want to
cut a minimum, the floor, of $3880 bil-
lion from Medicaid, which covers
healthcare for 72 million Americans.

Medicaid pays for nursing homes for
five out of eight seniors across the
country. It pays for healthcare for 38
million kids, including over 3 million
kids in Texas and 1.2 million kids in
Ohio. In fact, it pays for 64 percent of
childbirths in Speaker MIKE JOHNSON
and Majority Leader STEVE SCALISE’S
home State of Louisiana.
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Any Republican who votes for this
resolution is voting for those cuts as
well as devastating cuts to nutrition
and Medicare.

Don’t listen to Republicans who try
to say that Medicaid won’t be touched.
I introduced an amendment to protect
Medicaid, which they blocked during
our budget markup because they in-
tend to cut Medicaid.

Remember when Donald Trump said
that he would tackle inflation and
lower costs on day one? Well, here we
are, a month in, and prices are rising.
Musk has taken a literal chain saw to
tens of thousands of jobs, putting fami-
lies and local economies at risk.

This budget resolution makes it clear
that the only people who Republicans
are willing to fight for in this country
are the wealthiest billionaires, who ap-
parently now rule the country.

This is unbridled greed and corrup-
tion. Vote ‘‘no’” on this disastrous
budget resolution.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. SMITH), my good friend
from the Cornhusker State who is also
chair of the Ways and Means Commit-
tee’s Trade Subcommittee.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair,
the American people want us to have a
thoughtful exchange here. I will hope-
fully contribute to that, especially
when I hear some of the accusations
made that are just off base, misleading,
and false.

Warren Buffett has paid a record
amount in taxes. I think that is worth
noting. That has been in the press very
widely in the last few days.

This budget framework delivers on
House Republicans’ and the President’s
promise to minimize tax burdens for
Americans across the income spec-
trum, promote security in our commu-
nities, and unleash economic growth.

The resolution would allow us to ex-
tend the historic tax relief from the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which has been
enormously successful, and we Kknow
this, in allowing families to keep more
of their paychecks and supercharging
growth for small businesses.

If these tax cuts are allowed to ex-
pire, as we have heard, the average
American would suffer. Make no mis-
take, small businesses, family farms,
and so many other folks would suffer.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Chair,
the American people want us to have a
thoughtful exchange on this. Let’s ele-
vate the debate and stick to the facts,
realizing we can do well for the Amer-
ican people by doing so.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I will remind the gentleman
that this bill would put 340,000 people
in Nebraska at risk of losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
CHU), a member of the Budget Com-
mittee.
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Ms. CHU. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposi-
tion to the Republican rip-off.

Budgets tell priorities, and as infla-
tion goes up and Americans continue
struggling to pay their rent, purchase
groceries, and afford going to the doc-
tor, Republicans stand united to sell
out the working class by ripping away
healthcare coverage and food from
children to pay for tax cuts for the
rich.

This is the unbelievable but real cru-
elty of their budget. Make devastating
cuts to Medicaid for 135,000 mostly sen-
iors and children in my district alone,
slash SNAP benefits for thousands of
hungry children and families, and end
ACA premium tax cuts that currently
save families over $6,000 annually, and
for what? To give $5 trillion in hand-
outs to those who need it the least, the
ultrarich and big corporations.

Let’s be clear: My Republican col-
leagues will declare that this resolu-
tion is necessary to extending the 2017
Trump tax scam to purportedly help
the middle class. This is a lie. The ma-
jority of the tax cuts that they aim to
extend will only benefit the rich, and
the middle class will lose so many of
the benefits they rely on.

In their 2017 Trump tax scam, Repub-
licans slashed the corporate tax rate
and watched 100 percent of those bene-
fits flow to shareholders, billionaires,
and high-paid executives. What did
workers get? A big fat zero.

Even still, President Trump wants to
cut the corporate tax rate by even
more. What is more, Republicans’ ap-
parent concern for fiscal responsibility
is nowhere to be found. Their budget
will actually balloon our national debt
in a reverse Robin Hood scheme that
betrays the working Americans we all
represent.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from California.

Ms. CHU. Mr. Chair, my constituents
deserve better. All of our constituents
deserve better.

I, once again, voice my opposition to
the Republican rip-off that would do
nothing to address the needs of the ev-
eryday American people.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. HILL), my good friend and the
chair of the House Financial Services
Committee.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Chair, I
thank Mr. ARRINGTON for yielding this
time.

Mr. Chair, what is irresponsible, to
those watching this debate, is the
truth about the Biden-Harris policies,
that when you combine irresponsible
fiscal policy in this Nation over the
past 4 years and an irresponsible mone-
tary policy—what is irresponsible, Mr.
Chair, is the fact that our families are
suffering from inflation, the highest in
40 years. It takes $1.21 for what cost $1
just 4 years ago.

The resolution before us changes the
direction. It delivers on President
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Trump’s agenda to put the American
people first. This resolution does pro-
tect the American people from the
largest tax increase in American his-
tory.

Let’s set the record straight: The top
1 percent are paying more in taxes
than they have ever paid in the history
of the country. They pay 45 percent of
all the taxes in this country, and 50
percent of us are paying the least
amount of tax they have ever paid in
American history.

This bill goes on to support border
security and national defense, which
President Trump campaigned on and
Republicans campaigned on, and it
reins in wasteful spending. It reduces
our long-term debt to GDP.

In the Financial Services Committee,
we are pleased to follow the direction
of the House Budget Committee and de-
liver on spending reforms by cutting
back one of the most wasteful agencies
that we have, the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, upon hearing that the rich-
est 1 percent of Americans pay 45 per-
cent in taxes, my heart is breaking. I
will be sure that at church this Sunday
we take up an extra collection, but God
knows that the billions of dollars they
are about to get in this budget resolu-
tion will certainly help line their pock-
ets.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
MCGARVEY), a distinguished member of
the Budget Committee.

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to the Republican budget
resolution and urge my colleagues to
reject it for what it is: a total scam
and betrayal of the middle class.

A budget isn’t just a policy docu-
ment. It is a moral document. In their
budget, the Republicans make their
moral code clear: The rich get richer,
and the rest of us pay for it.

There is no reason a teacher in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, should pay more in
taxes than Tesla did last year.

Mr. Chair, let’s talk about how this
budget will hurt Kentuckians. This
budget mandates at least $880 billion of
cuts to Medicaid; $230 billion of cuts to
take meals away from seniors, vet-
erans, and kids; and at least $330 bil-
lion of cuts to our public schools.

Let me make this clear for those of
you watching from Kentucky.

If you are one of the 1.4 million peo-
ple in the Commonwealth who gets
health insurance through kynect, Re-
publicans are coming for your
healthcare.

If you have a kid in JCPS, Repub-
licans are coming after their edu-
cation—fewer teachers, fewer opportu-
nities, and no more free school lunches.

If you are one of our veterans, our
seniors, or the one in five Kentucky
kids going hungry as we speak, Repub-
licans want to take away your next
meal.

It is wrong. I met with over a thou-
sand of my constituents this weekend.
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They are angry. I am angry, too, be-
cause this budget hurts people, and for
what? So Elon Musk can get even rich-
er. It is a scam.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS), also a
Budget Committee member who helped
us draft this budget framework.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Chairman, first
of all, I acknowledge the great work
that our Budget Committee chairman
has done to bring us to this point
today. It has taken him hundreds of
hours and tested his blood pressure
quite seriously to get us to this point.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in firm sup-
port of this resolution.

In November last year, 77 million
Americans demanded changes in how
our Federal Government is working for
them, particularly changes in the dis-
astrous policies from the last 4 years. I
plan to help deliver on those demands
by fixing how Washington works and
implementing President Trump’s agen-
da to make America first.

This resolution gives us the frame-
work that we need to meet the de-
mands of those 77 million Americans.
Those demands include fixing our bor-
der crisis once and for all. This resolu-
tion does that. Those demands include
unleashing American energy. This res-
olution does that.

Mr. Chair, I urge strong support for
this resolution.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to the time re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Pennsylvania has 15¥4 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman who just
spoke that this bill would put 2.8 mil-
lion people in North Carolina at risk of
losing Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
AMO), a distinguished member of the
Budget Committee.

Mr. AMO. Mr. Chair, I ask myself two
questions on every vote: Who does this
benefit? Who does this hurt?

Today, the answers are clear. This
Republican budget resolution would
benefit the richest 1 percent. Who
would it hurt? Working-class families
struggling to make ends meet.

It threatens third graders in my
hometown of Pawtucket who rely on
the community eligibility provision to
eat school breakfast and lunch. It
threatens a new mom on Aquidneck Is-
land who needs Medicaid to afford
postpartum care. It threatens seniors
in East Providence who depend on Med-
icaid’s home- and community-based
services to stay connected to their
loved ones as they age at home.

All of these ordinary Americans
would get hurt. For what? To pay for
tax cuts for the rich. Don’t believe me?
Look at the numbers.

The Republican plan could slash $230
billion from SNAP and $880 billion
from Medicaid, two proposals which
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allow them to turn around and shovel
$1.1 trillion in tax giveaways to the
richest 1 percent.
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Mr. Chair, when I first read through
this resolution, I thought surely it
must be a mistake, there is no way
that Republicans would intentionally
hurt working Americans, right?

Wrong. Democrats tried to stop the
madness over and over, but Repub-
licans refused to listen.

Just yesterday, Republicans refused
to consider my amendment to block
cuts to SNAP and programs that pro-
vide free and reduced-price lunches for
students. You heard that right. Repub-
licans want to make it harder for hun-
gry children to eat.

Republicans also refused to join me
in supporting Medicaid. It provides
health coverage to 72 million Ameri-
cans, including over 300,000 Rhode Is-
landers. That is not a typo. Repub-
licans are putting the needs of billion-
aires above the needs of ordinary
Americans. If that isn’t a betrayal, I
don’t know what is.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCDOWELL), a
Budget Committee member and good
friend.

Mr. MCDOWELL. Mr. Chair, while we
may not agree on whose State has bet-
ter barbecue, one thing we do agree on
is that today is a momentous day; not
for one party, but for all Americans.
Today, we take a giant step toward ful-
filling the mandate given by millions
of Americans.

For too long, the people’s interests
have been drowned out by an agenda
pursued by elite, leftwing politicians.
The elite, leftwing politicians don’t
feel the impact of their reckless poli-
cies. Whether it be pursuing open bor-
der policies or policies that fuel infla-
tion, it is normal citizens who feel the
impact.

Today, we start the process of restor-
ing America’s strength. Rather than
pursue a reckless, ideological joyride
agenda, this resolution paves the way
for historic investment in our coun-
try’s border security, permanent tax
relief for the middle class, getting rid
of the inflation tax that has hit the
working class, and rooting out waste,
fraud, and abuse throughout our gov-
ernment.

Mr. Chair, Americans demand better.
This resolution does that. I urge a
‘‘yes’ vote.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I remind the gentleman this
bill would put 2.8 million people in
North Carolina at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MOSKOWITZ), a member of the Judiciary
Committee.

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Chair, Rep-
resentative THOMAS MASSIE is a budget
hawk who walks around with the debt
clock—which, by the way, I bought. It
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is $99 on the website. Today, he talked
about that if the Republican budget
passes, the budget deficit doesn’t get
better. It gets worse.

Then Elon Musk commented, and he
said: That sounds bad.

Boy, that is awkward. I mean, you
know how much we hate it when you
guys fight amongst each other.

That wasn’t enough, right? Then
Representative MASSIE went to the Re-
publican meeting where the budget was
being discussed, and he came out, and
he said: You know what, they con-
vinced me.

They convinced me that he is a ‘‘no.”
The reason he is a ‘‘no,” he said, over
the next 3 years, it is going to add al-
most a trillion dollars to the debt, and
that is in the best case, the most rosy
scenario. Then he said: That is a lie.

This clock that we have that has the
debt, it is still going up. DOGE has not
yet reversed it. I say that as a member
of the DOGE Caucus who wants to
shrink the size of government and cut
spending. This 36, instead of your budg-
et making it a 35, it is going to make
it a 37. We are going to go to $37 tril-
lion in debt.

If you pass this today, this idea about
DOGE or the Republicans being fiscal
hawks or wanting to cut spending is no
longer a reality.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. CRAWFORD).
Members are reminded to address their
remarks to the Chair.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I remind the gen-
tleman that the last 4 years, President
Biden and my Democratic colleagues
set a record of $8 trillion added to the
national debt. If you add the $5 trillion
in interest expense, well, I don’t know
that anybody is going to ever accom-
plish that feat. That is $6 billion bor-
rowed a day, and during that reign of
reckless spending, they added $116,000
to the debt burden that our children
will bear into the future.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from California (Mr. OBERNOLTE), also
a Budget Committee member.

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Chair, I thank
the chairman of the Budget Committee
and my friend from Texas for yielding.

Mr. Chair, this year we will borrow
almost $2 trillion, which represents al-
most a third of all Federal spending.

For the first time in the history of
our country, this year we will spend
more on interest paying the national
debt that we have already borrowed,
and in several years three-quarters of
all Federal spending, borrowing, will be
just to pay interest on the money that
we have already borrowed.

Several years after that, we won’t
even have enough money to pay the in-
terest on the national debt, which will
signal a devastating default for our
country.

Mr. Chair, we cannot allow that to
happen. Yet, Mr. Chair, we have a
spending problem. We do not have a
revenue problem. Last year, we col-
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lected more dollars in Federal tax rev-
enue than ever in the history of our
country.

That is why this budget resolution is
so important. It starts us, finally,
down the path of reducing Federal
spending rather than increasing Fed-
eral spending, and it does it without in-
creasing taxes on hardworking Ameri-
cans. That is why I am proud to urge a
‘“‘yes’ vote.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this resolution would put 13.4 million
people in California at risk of losing
Medicaid.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Vermont (Ms.
BALINT), a great member of the Budget
Committee.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong opposition to the Republican
budget.

Here is the deal: Republicans have
the House, the Senate, and the White
House. They could be passing legisla-
tion to actually make our lives better,
to lower costs on groceries, on pre-
scription drugs. They could be lowering
the cost of housing. Instead they are
attacking the very programs that
working- and middle-class families rely
on in this country. It is a betrayal.

All of us were sent here to work on
behalf of the people back home. We
were sent here to lower costs for peo-
ple, to alleviate suffering. I know that
my colleagues were as well. Therefore,
I ask, why are they letting Trump do
this? Why?

This Republican budget doesn’t do
anything to address the costs that
working people are facing. They have
proposed a budget that gives massive,
massive tax cuts to the wealthiest and
corporations in this country. How will
they pay for it? They will pay for it by
making deep cuts to Medicare, to the
tune of $880 billion, and deep cuts to
SNAP benefits. That is right, taking
food away from families who need it.

They will be increasing the deficit. It
is long past time for them to stop lec-
turing us about the debt when they
know full well that their math is not
mathing. They are adding to the deficit
with this program, and they are lit-
erally giving the money away to the
wealthiest who do not need it.

When I vote on this Republican budg-
et, I will be thinking of all the working
families back home in Vermont, people
who sent me here to work on their be-
half, not against them. I am thinking
of families who worry that they won’t
have Head Start.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield an additional 15 seconds
to the gentlewoman from Vermont.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Chair, I am think-
ing of the small businesses in Vermont
that have reached out to me to say
that Trump’s proposed tariff war with
Canada is going to crush them. I am
thinking about the 150,000 Vermonters
who are dependent on Medicaid.
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I urge my colleagues to reject this
unfair budget.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN), also my
colleague on the House Budget Com-
mittee.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I think I
have to address some of the things that
I think are out of line or misspoke with
regard to the other party today.

First of all, I want to point out there
are not a lot of details in this budget.
The budget has a lot of top-line num-
bers in which we try to keep tax cuts
that went into effect 8 years ago in ef-
fect because we had a strong economy
with high employment. There are no
specific cuts in here.

The frustrating thing I hear from the
other side is that they are talking
about that any cut or any reduction in
spending is a problem. Let me remind
people, 26 percent of the current level
of spending for the current year is bor-
rowed. That should be of huge concern
to everybody. The average American
has about $100,000 as their share of
debt. Think of that, a family of four
has $400,000 in their share of the debt.
The average person or the average
American in the budget coming up this
year will be spending about $20,000.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. GROTHMAN. One more time, re-
member, America has to know that 26
percent of every Social Security dollar,
26 percent of every new tank, 20 per-
cent of every new education dollar is
borrowed, at a time where interest
costs are going up.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I would remind the gentleman,
this bill would put 1.2 million people in
the Badger State at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY), a
distinguished member of the Oversight
and Government Reform Committee.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Chair, I rise on
behalf of the Massachusetts Seventh
Congressional District.

As the House prepares to vote on a
truly horrifying Republican budget res-
olution, one void of empathy or com-
mon sense, I am thinking of the people
in my district who stand to be harmed
the most: families in Mattapan who re-
ceive their healthcare through
MassHealth, the Medicaid program for
Massachusetts; mothers in Chelsea,
who rely on SNAP to feed their babies;
disabled veterans in Randolph who re-
ceive lifesaving care and benefits
through the VA; families in Roxbury
who rely on Head Start for childcare.

This Republican majority said they
would spend the next 2 years cutting
costs for the middle class, but the only
thing they are cutting is trillions of
dollars from lifesaving programs our
communities depend on to make ends
meet.
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Mr. Chair, this has never been about
efficiency. Tell me how it is efficient to
make people across this country sick-
er, hungrier, poorer, and more vulner-
able. Tell me how it is efficient to buy
more toy rockets for Donald Trump’s
billionaire friends while parents can’t
afford groceries. The cruelty is the
point. What a callous shame and a
sham.

I urge my colleagues to stand with
the people. Protect families and reject
this shameful budget resolution. In the
words of a righteous faith leader whose
place of worship Donald Trump re-
cently attended: Have mercy.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I think God has had mercy on this
country, and he is giving us a shot now
to turn this country around and to give
it back to the American people; to re-
turn to commonsense policies, to put
the American people first, and to clean
up the mess in Washington, D.C.

We have seen the exposure of the
waste and the woke and the bloat, and
it is immoral to hand our country like
this to the next generation. We are
long overdue to get our fiscal house in
order, Mr. Chairman.

The American people deserve to keep
more of their money. The American
people deserve fiduciaries in Congress
who will take care to steward their tax
dollars. The people who need these pro-
grams that we created for the most
vulnerable deserve to have the pro-
grams without having folks siphon off
moneys or people that are ineligible
draining those programs.

We have got a lot of work to do. We
won’t be intimidated by the rhetoric.
We won’t be scared into paralysis any-
more as a Republican Party. We are
standing up with our President and
fearless leader, Mr. Donald J. Trump.
We know the American people are be-
hind us 100 percent. We are leaning in,
and we are going to save this country.

We are going to give our children a
fighting chance at the blessings of lib-
erty and the land of opportunity.

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN), a
member of the Budget Committee, my
good friend who is a fighter for our
freedom and fiscal sanity.
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Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in
full support of the House budget resolu-
tion. I thank Mr. ARRINGTON for the
yeoman’s work he has done. He stood
tall and he stood strong.

For those who are watching on TV
and for those listening, we have gotten
a steady diet of the same old, worn-out
tactics: rich, poor, divinity politics,
taking food from hungry children.
They haven’t used granny is going over
the cliff yet, but I assume that is com-
ing.

My question to my good friends on
the other side is: Where were they the
last 4 years? Where were they? We have
got a steady diet of high inflation. We
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have got a steady diet of 15 million
illegals coming into this country, using
every public school, every hospital, not
being a citizen, draining the payroll,
and draining the economy of America.

What about the empathy for the
poor, unaccompanied children who
came over here and are in sex trades, if
they are still living, many of them,
well over 400,000 children? What about
the inflation at every level? Where
were you the last 4 years?

With house prices, where were you?
Interest rates, you were nowhere to be
found. Where were your solutions? You
didn’t have any because we have got
two worldviews. You think taxes paid
by Americans is your money to spend
like you want.

What Elon Musk and Donald Trump
are doing is identifying the waste. Let
the American people judge. Seventy-
seven million Americans judged on who
they thought could lead this country,
and it wasn’t an inept President who
couldn’t give a press conference if he
had to or read a thank-you card. That
is who you put up with for 4 years.

The past is the judge of the future. I
would love to have $5 trillion in cuts on
this bill.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, we have got
more to go. This is the first step. The
journey starts with the first step. We
are going to fight, and we are going to
stop the policies that have bankrupted
this country, that you have put up
with for the past 4 years. Time is up. It
is time for a new day.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to direct their comments to the
Chair.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I remind the gentleman that
this bill would put 1 million people in
South Carolina at risk of losing Med-
icaid.

I appreciate the previous speaker’s
candor. He is saying he wants $5 tril-
lion worth of cuts. To quote him, this
is only the beginning. I hope that every
middle-class American hears that and
knows what is coming. By his own
words, this is just the beginning. This
is bad enough.

What are we talking about? We are
talking about $880 billion worth of cuts
to Medicaid and the ACA, $230 billion
worth of cuts to nutrition programs,
$330 billion worth of cuts to student
loan programs, Pell grants, Head Start,
school lunches, and more. Why? It is
all so tax cuts worth $4.5 trillion can
g0 to the richest 1 percent of Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New Jersey (Ms.
Pou), a wonderful new Member of this
body and a distinguished member of
the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure.

Ms. POU. Mr. Chair, I rise for the
first speech on the floor of this body to
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reject the Republicans’ so-called budg-
et.

I came to Congress to help my con-
stituents. I came here to provide direct
relief to struggling Americans and lift
people up. This Republican budget does
none of those things. It is nothing
more than a blueprint for cruelty. This
GOP budget will destroy Medicaid and
take healthcare away from millions of
Americans.

In my district alone, this could strip
healthcare from the 215,000 people on
Medicaid, blow up hospital budgets,
raise insurance premiums, all to give
trillions in tax cuts to the millionaires.
This is another cash giveaway to the
superrich at the expense of ruining
American lives.

Mr. Chair, I reject it, and I intend to
vote ‘‘no”” to this cruel Republican
budget.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chair, my good friend and rank-
ing member made a comment about
Mr. RALPH NORMAN from South Caro-
lina. Listen closely to what he said. He
would like to cut $5 trillion from the
budget.

Add my name to that list because the
GAO says there is $56 trillion of fraud
throughout the four corners of this
Federal Government. That is the peo-
ple’s money. We ought to spend every
waking hour together, across the aisle,
and in a bipartisan way to go and root
out that waste and fraud that is fleec-
ing the taxpayers.

Count me in the camp of Mr. RALPH
NORMAN when the Government Ac-
countability Office says that there is $5
trillion of defrauding the people’s gov-
ernment and the people’s money. We
will not hear anybody on the other side
of the aisle, and there are some good
and well-intended people. In this de-
bate we will not hear them talking
about illegals being on welfare rolls or
the fact their President, President Joe
Biden, with the stroke of a pen, wel-
comed illegals onto welfare and
healthcare rolls.

We can’t even afford Social Security
benefits because the fund will be insol-
vent within the next 10 years. Instead,
we are bringing people who aren’t even
citizens onto the social safety nets
that are paid for by taxpayers. We are
not spending that money, that precious
treasure of taxpayers, to shore up
Medicare and Social Security.

It makes no sense to me. Do you
know what? It made no sense to the
American people. That is why they
gave this President a mandate and
gave this country unified Republican
leadership. They are apparently still in
denial. They are disconnected from the
reality of the last 4 years.

They may have had all the best in-
tentions, but the pain and the suffering
that the American people endured be-
cause of the reckless, record trillions
of dollars in spending and the failed
economic policies of the last adminis-
tration is real. They didn’t forget it.
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They voted with that acid test and that
fundamental question: Is my life better
today?

I don’t think there has ever been in
American history a clearer contrast be-
tween the two parties back to back
with Republican total control in ’17
and ’18, Democrat unified leadership on
the heels of that, and the philosophies,
the values, the worldviews, the poli-
cies, and the consequences borne by the
American people.

Mr. Chair, they have chosen a very
different path, and they have asked us
to reverse course and to reverse the
curse that looms not only over this
country but our children’s future.

I am surprised that I haven’t heard
one sentence about the waste, fraud,
and abuse in the Federal Government
at $5 trillion. I am surprised that I
haven’t heard any criticisms of the
millions of people who have come to
this country illegally and drained Med-
icaid, according to CBO, by billions of
dollars. That was a letter in response
to an inquiry that we sent.

How much of the tax dollars and
Medicaid are being siphoned off for
people who are here illegally? I can’t
believe there is not more indignation
on account of the fact that $9,000 is
what we are spending on people who
broke the law, violated our sov-
ereignty, and are here in this country
illegally.

Taxpayers are spending $9,000 per il-
legal immigrant for social services
that were intended for the United
States citizens. That $9,000 represents
more money than we spend on our own
vulnerable American citizens on Med-
icaid, but we won’t hear any of that
today.

The American people know better.
They have always had better judgment,
and they made the right call. We aim
to deliver for them.

Mr. Chair, may I inquire as to how
much time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Texas has 7 minutes remaining.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chair, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to how much
time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Pennsylvania has 4% minutes re-
maining.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself the balance of my
time.

Mr. Chair, let me first say before my
closing that my good friend and chair
of the Budget Committee and I have
worked closely together in opposition a
lot of the time but actually in agree-
ment some of the time with some real
achievements, though not today.

He said something that really inter-
ests me. There is this GAO report
showing $5 trillion of fraud. I certainly
would be interested in seeing that re-
port. The size of the entire budget
every year is only $6.5 trillion. How in
the world is $5 trillion out of $6.5 tril-
lion really fraud? I find it a little hard
to believe.
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Mr. Chair, we are at a pivotal mo-
ment. I said at the beginning of this de-
bate some 2% hours ago that this budg-
et resolution represents the Republican
betrayal of the middle class. For the
last 2% hours, we have heard speaker
after speaker on my side expose ex-
actly why that is so.

First and foremost, and I think most
crucially, the $880 billion in cuts to
Medicaid, the largest cuts in American
history to Medicaid, why is that impor-
tant? It is important because 72 million
Americans rely on Medicaid. Another
20 million rely and get their healthcare
through the Affordable Care Act. They
are also at risk.

We have heard further that, while
those are the biggest cuts, there are
even more. There are hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in cuts to nutrition as-
sistance, school lunch programs, Pell
grants, and Head Start. The list goes
on and on. Why is that? It is all to de-
liver $4.5 trillion of tax cuts to the
richest 1 percent of Americans.

Let’s not forget the fact that in order
to cover the rest of the costs of those
tax cuts, they are increasing the debt
limit by $4 trillion. They like to talk
about debt and how horrible it is, but
this piece of legislation will make our
debt situation far worse.

This is the Republican betrayal of
the middle class. Day after day, in my
home State of Pennsylvania, can-
didates from both sides talk about how
the number one priority should be to
lower costs for Americans. The Presi-
dent made that promise. He said he
would do it on day one.

Here we are more than a month in,
and there is not one executive order or
one bill to lower the costs for the
American people. Instead, we have this
bill to take money from the middle
class and give it to those who need it
the least.

Mr. Chair, I am proud to lead the op-
position to this Republican betrayal of
the middle class. I urge every Member
of this House to vote ‘“‘no,” and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chair, let me also pay respects to
my ranking member. He is a great guy.
He has been a really good partner. We
have done some really important
things together on a bipartisan basis.
In fact, we passed more bipartisan leg-
islation to fix the broken budget proc-
ess which doesn’t serve either party in
this institution well.

Mr. Chair, I give him equal credit, if
not more credit. When you are the mi-
nority, there is tremendous pressure
not to work with the majority. He is an
American first. We may disagree, but 1
know where his heart is.

Let me answer the question to the
ranking member. The $5 trillion is a
CBO score. That is a 10-year budget
window score just like the $2 trillion
that we have as a goal to reduce reck-
less, wasteful, and fraudulent spending.

Mr. Chair, the reconciliation process
is generally to reconcile the House and
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Senate budgets but more than a proc-
ess for matching up revenues and out-
lays. This exercise, more importantly,
is reconciling the difference between
the American people’s interest, expec-
tations, and values in a Federal Gov-
ernment that has totally lost its way,
forgotten who it serves, and too often
has failed to faithfully, fairly, and effi-
ciently execute the laws of the land.

O 1645

Mr. Chair, if we learned anything
from the November election, it is that
the American people want a strong
country. They want a competent leader
and commonsense policies, and they
want all of us to put America first.
That is what this budget resolution
does.

I like to think of this budget resolu-
tion as a promissory note to our chil-
dren to preserve the land of liberty and
opportunity by safeguarding it from an
unwieldy government with unbridled
spending, taxing, and regulating that
threatens to destroy it.

Mr. Chairman, I said this in the
Budget Committee, and I am going to
say it now to close: The era of waste-
ful, woke, and weaponized government
is over, and this budget resolution will
be its tombstone. Here lies one of the
darkest chapters in American history:
open borders, record crime, lawless-
ness, feckless foreign policies, cost-of-
living crises. Enough. It is time to re-
verse the curse. It is time to reverse
the reckless spending and failed poli-
cies and do the first and most impor-
tant job of the Federal Government:
Keep the American people safe.

That is exactly what we intend to do,
and that is exactly what we deliver
with this framework.

Mr. Chairman, I include in the
RECORD three statements from organi-
zations supporting this legislation.

NFIB,
Washington, DC, February 24, 2025.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: On behalf of NFIB,
the nation’s leading small business advocacy
organization, I write in support of the H.
Con. Res 14, Establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034. A vote in favor of H. Con. Res.
14 will be considered an NFIB Key Vote for
the 119th Congress. When enacted, this budg-
et resolution will allow Congress to use the
budget reconciliation process to make the 20
percent small business deduction permanent.

In less than a year, taxes will increase on
over 30 million small businesses if Congress
fails to act. The budget reconciliation proc-
ess presents the best opportunity for Con-
gress to prevent a tax increase on small em-
ployers and make the 20 percent small busi-
ness tax deduction permanent. The 20 per-
cent small business deduction was claimed
by nearly 26 million small businesses in 2021.
If made permanent the deduction will grow
the economy by $750 billion over the next ten
years, while adding 1.2 million jobs each
year. Over 91 percent of NFIB Members sup-
port making expiring small business Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act provisions permanent.

Making the 20 percent small business tax
deduction permanent is the most important
action Congress can take to help small busi-
nesses this year. Passing H. Con. Res. 14 is
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the first step in achieving this outcome.
NFIB strongly supports H. Con. Res. 14 and
will be considered an NFIB Key Vote for the
119th Congress.
Sincerely,
ADAM TEMPLE,
Senior Vice President for Advocacy, NFIB.
MAIN ST. EMPLOYERS,
February 24, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
House Minority Leader, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND MINORITY
LEADER JEFFRIES: The undersigned business
groups urge Congress to act quickly to pre-
vent a massive tax hike on Main Street busi-
nesses, beginning with the speedy adoption
of the House budget resolution.

Absent action, millions of Main Street
businesses organized as S corporations, part-
nerships, and sole proprietorships will see
their taxes go up sharply next year. Taxes on
these pass-through businesses will go up
when they earn profits, when they invest,
and when they pass their businesses on to
the next generation.

Pass-through businesses are the backbone
of the American economy. They account for
95 percent of all businesses and employ 63
percent of all private sector workers. They
also form the economic foundation for thou-
sands of communities nationwide. Without
them, those communities would face a future
of lower growth, fewer jobs, and more
boarded-up buildings.

Provisions to make permanent the Section
199A deduction, maintain rates on individ-
uals and pass-through businesses, provide es-
tate tax relief, and increase deductions for
business investment in equipment and R&D
are critical to the continued success of our
members.

The House budget is the first step in im-
proving the tax treatment of all these areas
and providing pass-through businesses with
the certainty they need to survive and grow.

The more quickly Congress acts, the soon-
er Main Street can get back to investing in
our communities and creating jobs for your
constituents. We appreciate your work on
this important legislation and look forward
to seeing this resolution enacted soon.

Sincerely,

Agricultural Retailers Association, AICC,
The Independent Packaging Association, Air
Conditioning Contractors of America, Amer-
ican Building Materials Alliance, American
Council of Engineering Companies, American
Council of Independent Laboratories (ACIL),
American Farm Bureau Federation, Amer-
ican International Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation, American Lighting Association,
American Rental Association, American
Staffing Association, American Subcontrac-
tors Association.

American Supply Association, American
Veterinary Medical Association,
AmericanHort, Associated Equipment Dis-
tributors, Associated General Contractors of
America, Brick Industry Association, Chi-
cago Roofing Contractors Association, Coali-
tion of Franchisee Associations, Construc-
tion Industry Round Table, Distribution
Contractors Association, Door and Hardware
Institute, Energy Marketers of America.

Family Business Association of California,
Family Business Coalition, FCA Inter-
national, Foodservice Equipment Distribu-
tors Association, Forest Resources Associa-
tion, Franchise Business Services, GAWDA,
Glass Packaging Institute, Global Cold
Chain  Alliance, Hardwood Federation,
Health & Fitness Association.

Heating, Air-conditioning, & Refrigeration
Distributors International, Independent
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Bakers Association, Independent Electrical
Contractors, Independent Insurance Agents
& Brokers of America (Big “‘I’’), Industrial
Fasteners Institute, International
Foodservice Distributors Association, Inter-
national Housewares Association, Inter-
national Institute of Building Enclosure
Consultants (IIBEC), International Sign As-
sociation, ISSA, the Worldwide Cleaning In-
dustry Association.

Job Creators Network, Leading Builders of
America, Main Street Employers Coalition,
Manufactured Housing Institute, Meat Insti-
tute, Metal Construction Association, Metals
Service Center Institute, Michigan Farm Bu-
reau, Mortgage Bankers Association, Nareit,
National Apartment Association, National
Association of Convenience Stores.

National Association of Electrical Dis-
tributors (NAED), National Association of
Insurance and Financial Advisors, National
Association of Professional Insurance
Agents, National Association of Wholesaler-
Distributors, National Automatic Merchan-
dising Association (NAMA), National Confec-
tioners Association, National Cotton Coun-
cil, National Council of Farmer Coopera-
tives, National Electrical Contractors Asso-
ciation.

National Electrical Manufacturers Rep-
resentatives Association (NEMRA), National
Energy & Fuels Institute (NEFI), National
Fastener Distributors Association, National
Federation of Independent Business, Na-
tional Franchisee Association, National
Lumber & Building Material Dealers Asso-
ciation, National Marine Distributors Asso-
ciation, National Multifamily Housing Coun-
cil, National Peach Council.

National Ready Mixed Concrete Associa-
tion, National Restaurant Association, Na-
tional Roofing Contractors Association, Na-
tional RV Dealers Assoc. (RVDA), National
Small Business Association (NSBA), Na-
tional Stone, Sand and Gravel Association,
National Wooden Pallet & Container Asso-
ciation, NATSO, Representing America’s
Travel Centers and Truck Stops, North
American Association of Food Equipment
Manufacturers (NAFEM).

Outdoor Power Equipment and Engine
Service Association, Pennsylvania Farm Bu-
reau, PRINTING United Alliance, Profes-
sional Beauty Association, S Corporation As-
sociation, Service Station Dealers of Amer-
ica and Allied Trades, SIGMA: America’s
Leading Fuel Marketers, Small Business &
Entrepreneurship Council, Small Business
Legislative Council (SBLC), Society of Colli-
sion Repair Specialists (SCRS), South-
eastern Lumber Manufacturers Association,
Specialty Equipment Market Association
(SEMA), Spray Polyurethane Foam Alliance,
Subchapter S Bank Association.

Textile Care Allied Trades Association,
The Association for Hose and Accessories
Distribution, The Fertilizer Institute, The
Real Estate Roundtable, The Transportation
Alliance, Tile Roofing Industry Alliance,
Tire Industry Association, US Sweet Potato
Council, Virginia Association of Roofing
Professionals, WASDA—Water and Sewer
Distributors of America, Wholesale Florist &
Floral Supplier Association, Workplace So-
lutions Association, Wyoming Stock Grow-
ers Association.

NAW URGES CONGRESS TO SUPPORT HOUSE

BUDGET RESOLUTION, PREVENT DETRI-
MENTAL TAX INCREASES ON AMERICAN
WORKERS

NAW applauds the House and Senate for
moving forward with their respective budget
resolutions and urges Members of Congress
to support and vote for the House Budget
Resolution to unlock comprehensive legisla-
tion necessary to prevent a massive tax in-
crease on millions of America’s businesses
and workers.
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If tax provisions enacted by the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA) such as the 199A
small business deduction are allowed to ex-
pire this year, as projected, the net result
will be an unfathomable tax increase on 30
million small businesses, impacting 2.6 mil-
lion workers supported by the provision.
Workers across the country will face addi-
tional tax increases due to the expiration of
lower individual tax rates, the doubled
standard deduction, and the doubled child
tax credit.

NAW members such as First Supply, a
multigenerational, family-owned plumbing
business, have made their voices clear.
Wholesaler-distributors are predominantly
high-tax, low margin businesses and have re-
lied on TCJA provisions to offer well-paying,
skilled jobs with extensive benefits and ca-
reer development programs. If lawmakers
fail to act, pass-through businesses could
face a top tax rate of 39.6 percent, which will
threaten the ability of our industry to con-
tinue re-investing in their workers and com-
munities. The TCJA provisions have worked
and should be permanently extended, giving
certainty to pro-growth, pro-family, small
business owners nationwide.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Chairman, I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on H.
Con. Res. 14, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER)
each will control 30 minutes on the
subject of economic goals and policies.

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT).

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

To the chairman and the minority, I
first want to apologize to everyone. I
have one of my crappy lung infections,
so at some point, I am going to start
coughing and doing an inhaler. Just ig-
nore me. Somehow, I thought that
would be funnier.

Mr. Chairman and my good friend,
Mr. BEYER, I think this is somewhat of
a unique opportunity. Those of us from
the Joint Economic Committee actu-
ally take math seriously. We don’t al-
ways see things alike, but the fact of
the matter is the Joint Economic Com-
mittee I think started in 1956. It has
this remarkable history of some of the
world’s greatest economists coming
and speaking before walking us
through it. That is why, at this mo-
ment, we are going to try to do some-
thing that is special. Instead of just
sort of sharing feelings, I am going to
ask us to share math. Within that, we
are going to walk through what is ac-
tually in the budget resolution.

This is a reconciliation budget. It is
not a regular budget. This is a budget
that opens up the ability, because of
the insanity we go through, of moving
something through the Senate and its
60 votes. With the 1974 Budget Control
Act, this is the dance we go through.

The other thing I am going to try to
walk through is where the actual math
lays in the box that has been given to
us by the Budget Committee, and then
the part I am going to do, the
SCHWEIKERT little bit of hope, is: Is this
the moment? Is this the moment of
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policy that actually forces us, both the
left and the right, that if there are
cuts, modernization, changes, updates
in methodology on how we deliver serv-
ices, is this the stressor that makes us
do something that is hard but also do
something that is truthful.

I am also going to try repeatedly to
make the point, Mr. Chairman, and
show why we are primarily doing this.
We have a bunch of provisions of the
2017 tax reform that begin to expire.
Most of those provisions actually are
to the benefit of small businesses and
the working class. I will show that over
and over and the distributional effects.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chair, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in opposition
to this budget resolution.

This budget is disastrous for the
American economy. It will balloon our
deficits, lead to higher interest rates,
and make the things Americans buy
every day more expensive. It will slash
critical investments in the things that
make us healthier, safer, and more pro-
ductive, things like cancer research,
aviation security, and our National
Park System. It will decimate critical
programs that support the people we
represent, stripping healthcare for mil-
lions and making it harder for families
to put food on the table and make ends
meet. All of this is for billionaires and
corporations to get tax cuts they do
not need and that our country cannot
afford.

I am pleased to do this with my
friend, Chairman SCHWEIKERT. I also
believe in math, and I rarely brag, but
I am good at math.

Americans have been clear. They
want lower prices and an economy that
works for them. Yet, instead of focus-
ing on making life easier for American
families, at every turn, this adminis-
tration and my Republican colleagues
have engaged in a scorched-earth pol-
icy, a policy that creates chaos across
the country as the richest person on
the planet eliminates services that our
Nation depends upon.

My friend from South Carolina ear-
lier said that the policies would bank-
rupt our country. What does he mean?
Healthcare for our families? Food for
the working poor who overwhelmingly
live in Republican districts?

Sure, get rid of any identified bloat,
as every President does, but this is a
budget about billionaires, not about
every American, the women, men, and
children who we represent. Yes, I want
to move toward a much smaller deficit
budget.

I listen to DAVID SCHWEIKERT every
closing afternoon during his Special
Order hours. I hate the higher interest
costs, but who pays? Our families or
the 1,000 billionaires, that small per-
centage, 1 percent or less, of the Amer-
ican population that has way more
wealth than they could ever spend in
lifetimes to come?

Republicans have long sung from the
altar of fiscal responsibility, yet the

H809

plan they put in front of us today is a
fiscal sacrilege. It depends on fantasy
math and ignores that their deficit-
busting tax breaks will add at least $4.6
trillion to our Nation’s credit card and
even more interest that our families
must pay.

This interest has real costs. It slows
economic growth. It depresses the
standard of living. It leads to higher in-
flation and higher interest rates. It
makes it even harder for families al-
ready faced with high prices and bor-
rowing costs to make ends meet.

Wasteful, woke, and weaponized poli-
cies, my friend from Texas said. That is
a very small percentage of the Federal
budget. You can never achieve what is
in this budget resolution on wasteful,
woke, and weaponized policies.

With this Republican plan, how do
they address it? They double down on
the policies that will widen the grow-
ing wealth gap of this Nation by giving
billionaires trillions in handouts and
providing pennies to the middle class.

According to the Treasury Depart-
ment, the top 1 percent of Americans,
those making over $750,000 a year, can
expect to get an annual tax cut of over
$32,000. Working families will see a tiny
fraction of that.

Of course, the other main bene-
ficiaries will be the wealthiest execu-
tives of the wealthiest corporations at
a time when corporate profits are at an
all-time high. Americans who rely on
government services will be told they
need to make sacrifices to pad their
profit margins even further. How does
that make any sense?

To pay for these tax cuts for the
ultrawealthy, the Republican budget
proposes to cut programs Americans
rely on to afford healthcare and to put
food on the table.

Almost 100 million Americans, in-
cluding seniors, children, families, and
those from every corner of this coun-
try, depend on Medicaid and the Af-
fordable Care Act to afford medical
care. Yet, this budget would slash al-
most $900 billion from these critical
programs, ripping away lifesaving cov-
erage and raising healthcare costs for
those who rely on them.

At a time when prices at grocery
stores continue to climb, this budget
would make it even harder for the 40
million Americans who rely on SNAP
to put food on the table.

The budget we are considering today
will do nothing to support the eco-
nomic growth of this Nation. It will
benefit the wealthiest at the expense of
those who make this country work.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to reject it, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I have to figure out, do I sit here and
just spend my time correcting things
that are mathematically not true or
not in the design of what is actually
here or just over and over say how
much I like working with Mr. BEYER
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because one day he will be the chair,
and I will be in his position.

Let’s actually walk through some
basic math together. What will our
spending be this year? It will be $7 tril-
lion. What is actually in the cuts—re-
member the horrible draconian cuts—is
$120 billion in a year. So, $7 trillion—a
trillion is a thousand billion, for those
of you who are math dysfunctional—
let’s walk through it, and $120 billion is
the Armageddon.

I am probably going to end up using
these a couple of times here because I
think they make a point.

The way a reconciliation budget is
laid out is it creates a series of boxes.
Here are all of these authorizing com-
mittees. We need you to find savings.
We need you to find those savings
through modernization and waste and
fraud.

We are going to spend a little time
actually talking about some great doc-
uments even the Biden administration
produced on waste and fraud, and I am
sure every Member here has actually
read them. We have some other articles
from The Wall Street Journal on Medi-
care Advantage and all these others.
Many of them, when all added up, are a
trillion-plus dollars. Are we capable of
actually being intellectually honest
and walking through?

One of the charts—we are going to
come back to this again—you have
been hearing the Armageddon being
said, that it is Medicaid.

I used to do my State’s Medicaid
budgets. Arizona has a somewhat
unique system. We actually buy man-
aged care capitated policies for our in-
digent population. It is remarkably ef-
fective, and we deliver remarkably ef-
fective healthcare cheaper than almost
every other State in the country, dem-
onstrating that planned design, man-
aged design, can both be much
healthier for our society and save
money. You don’t start to have those
revolutionary conversations in Con-
gress until you have moments of stress
like this.

Once again, I want to add, in the doc-
ument, 96 percent of the budget author-
ity within Energy and Commerce is not
touched. We are talking 4 percent of
their budget authority, and that is
spread over a decade. If we can’t find 4
percent of modernization in these pro-
grams, we are actually in much more
trouble than even just the brain trust
here as we tell our stories.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, while we
are doing math, when I divide $2 tril-
lion in savings and cuts over 10 years,
I get $200 billion a year.

Madam Chair, I yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK), the
whip of the House Democratic Caucus.
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Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.
Madam Chair, despite all the promises
on the campaign trail, House Repub-
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licans have chosen to do three things
with their majority: raise the cost of
putting food on the table, raise the
cost of getting healthcare, and use that
money, deserving taxpayers’ money, to
cut billionaires’ taxes. That is it. That
is the agenda.

Let’s look at the scale of what Re-
publicans are sacrificing: funding that
feeds 15 million children, a program
that pays for half of all the births in
America, and a service that keeps nurs-
ing homes and health centers’ doors
open. This is all to cut Elon’s taxes.

If that sounds outrageous to you,
Madam Chair, and I sure hope it does,
you are not alone.

Let’s be clear about the Kkind of
money we are talking about. Do you
know what it costs to keep a kid on
Medicaid? It costs $10 a day. How about
how much it costs to keep that child
fed with SNAP benefits? It costs $6 a
day.

What do Republicans want to give
away to the already rich? They want to
give $6 million per billionaire. Think
about that. For a billionaire, $6 million
is not even a rounding error. For a hun-
gry child, it is enough to eat every sin-
gle day for 34 lifetimes.

Inflicting hunger on children to give
billionaires money they don’t need and
won’t even notice, there is no moral
code under which that is acceptable.
There is no public demand for it. There
is no logical reason for it other than
total fealty to billionaire donors, bil-
lionaires who will never feel they have
enough.

I will close with a family that has
been on my mind, a mom-to-be who is
5 months pregnant. She and her hus-
band are happy. They are in love, and
they are excited for their daughter to
arrive. Every month, their budget is
tight. They get a little bit of help from
food pantries, but sometimes, even if
they arrive by 6 a.m., the food is al-
ready gone. Without the SNAP pro-
gram, the mom said: I honestly don’t
know what we would do. I honestly
don’t know what we would do.

Every Republican has a choice to
make with this vote. Will they vote to
keep that mom and her daughter fed,
or will they keep padding the pockets
of those who will not even notice?

The American people can forgive a
lot, but they will not forgive this be-
trayal.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I love public policy by storytelling,
but this being the Joint Economic
Committee, let’s actually go back to
math.

Madam Chair, I would say to Mr.
BEYER that I want to make sure I am
communicating right, but at least we
are down to, instead of the Armaged-
don, his number was, well, if you cut $2
trillion over 10 years, that is $200 bil-
lion. He is right, but that is actually
not what is in the document here. It is
functionally 1.2 with a shock absorber.
Once again, I will give you the shock
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absorber, depending on what Ways and
Means ultimately does. I thank the
gentleman again. It shows we actually
are fairly close on math.

Another thing, and this is just some-
one who actually had worked on the
tax reform in 2017 and the storytelling
that has existed, particularly with my
brothers and sisters on the left—
Madam Chair, how would you feel if I
could document to you that the post-
2017 tax reform was more progressive?
They were lower rates, but the top por-
tion of income earners actually were
paying a higher percentage of Federal
income tax.

When you start looking at this, re-
member, this is the distributional
problem that I was going to try to
walk through. I believe when you do
the math here, 5 percent of the popu-
lation are people making stunning
amounts of money. If we want to have
a discussion about whether they should
pay more—guess what?—this opens up
that discussion because there are no
rates locked in to this. It just creates
the capacity to now have the discus-
sion.

The fact of the matter is that the top
5 percent pay 38 percent of all Federal
income taxes. Functionally, half of the
workers in the United States pay less
than 1 percent. I will take a correction
if someone knows the actual number,
but I think the bottom 25 percent re-
ceives more because of the earned in-
come tax credit, which is the old nega-
tive income tax model. Look, we have
a distributional problem.

If you want to have a discussion of
wealth and income equality, I have
some great charts to show you what in-
flation did, what the previous function-
ally 3% years of inflation did to wealth
and the working class. When you in-
flate up people who have assets and
crush those who are trying to survive,
congratulations. Remember, before the
pandemic under the TCJA, the tax re-
forms of 2017, it was the fastest closure
of income inequality in American his-
tory.

What is being discussed here is
whether you allow those very tax bene-
fits for small businesses, for individ-
uals, to expire. We don’t get a huge
economic pop from continuing them.
You maintain consumption. We know if
you don’t do them, that loss of con-
sumption in those populations actually
really hurts us economically.

I am going to reserve in a moment,
and then, we are going to come back
and talk about some of the other provi-
sions that are just, once again, Madam
Chair, trying to create the capacity so
we can actually have the more elegant
debate of what should the distribu-
tional effects be and where do we get
the most economic growth from?

The next time I come back, let’s ac-
tually do a bit of where the economic
growth can come from, and we will
walk through the model of expensing
and those things.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, to add to
the distributional impacts, the top 5
percent pay 38 percent of the taxes, but
they have more than 60 percent of the
wealth. The bottom 10 percent pay very
little but live hand-to-mouth, includ-
ing more than 12 percent of our chil-
dren.

Madam Chair, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
AGUILAR), the distinguished chair of
the House Democratic Caucus.

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Chair, I thank the
gentleman for yielding. I rise in opposi-
tion to this Republican budget.

House Democrats came to Congress
ready to work with our Republican col-
leagues to lower the cost of eggs, take
on price gouging, expand the child tax
credit, build more housing, and put the
pocketbooks of working families first.
This is what the American people told
us was their top priority, and these are
the issues that drive our Caucus.

Instead, Madam Chair, they have
turned their attention to the only pol-
icy priority that they really -care
about: ensuring billionaires pay less.

My constituents can’t afford eggs at
the local grocery store while my Re-
publican colleagues are fighting
amongst themselves about who to hand
out tax breaks to, corporations or indi-
viduals.

Tesla pays $0 in Federal taxes while
teachers and firefighters in San
Bernardino are paying more than their
fair share.

Here is the reality, Madam Chair: My
Republican colleagues are going to
take away healthcare for more than 10
million Californians to pay for tax cuts
for billionaires.

This is not going to make the cost of
eggs cheaper or housing less expensive,
but it is going to put children and sen-
iors who need healthcare at risk.

House Democrats believe that the
people who work for a living ought to
get a little breathing room, and the
wealthy and well connected shouldn’t
get special treatment.

The Republican budget is not good
for the economy. It is not good for the
country. It is a betrayal of the middle
class. I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I actually made a board for what the
gentleman’s point was, showing, within
this reconciliation budget document,
how much additional tax cuts are there
for C corporations. There is your board.
I am being a little sarcastic, but that is
sort of a personality trait.

The fact of the matter is, once again,
the talking points don’t match up with
the reality here.

Everyone in this room, your taxes go
up at the end of this year. If you run a
small business, a passthrough, not a C
corporation, a passthrough, your taxes
go up. If you are part of an employee-
owned company, so you have come to-
gether and you are managing your-
selves almost like an employee co-op,
your taxes go up.
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Also, I hope but don’t know if the ca-
pacity that this creates will allow us to
do it, but I sure hope so. We have some
great data, and I won’t make you live
through my charts that show expens-
ing, research and development expens-
ing and expensing. It has a cost in the
10-year window.

Hopefully, everyone has listened to
my dozens and dozens of speeches walk-
ing through what expensing is. Expens-
ing is nothing more than depreciation.
Do you take the expense in 1 year or,
let’s pretend, 7 years? You still get the
exact same amount of reduction on
your taxes. It is a timing effect. The
difference is if you can’t take it in the
first year and you do it over 7 years,
you have to finance it.

We have great economic modeling
that shows when you do expense re-
search and development, when you do
expensing, you get a virtuous cycle of:
We bought the piece of equipment, so
we do it better, faster, and cheaper.
Our competitors just did it, so the next
year, we have to do it again.

That was one of the reasons, particu-
larly prepandemic, we had that sudden
spike of capital expenditures and pro-
ductivity. The punch line on that is
that does not exist now. It is our fading
out for those C corporations, which had
their rates already locked in, but also
for all those other small businesses to
make those capital expenditures.

Why is this really important? Well,
there is a lot of data that shows that
part of the tax code actually does, from
an economic growth standpoint, create
incredible vitality. It is a timing ef-
fect. It is the tyranny of living within
a 10-year window in our models. I just
hope that starts to elevate a little bit
of the economics discussion instead of
the storytelling.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. MOORE), a distinguished
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and the Joint Economic Com-

mittee.
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam
Chair, Republicans pretend to care

about the Nation’s debt and annual
deficits, but they have instructed Ways
and Means to add $4.5 trillion to the
debt to provide tax cuts to the wealthi-
est.

What we have heard from our Repub-
lican opponents here today is that if we
don’t pass this resolution, everybody’s
taxes are going to be raised.

I will tell you what, there will be
crumbs from the master’s table for the
average American earning under
$200,000 a year versus tax cuts for the
wealthiest corporations and individ-
uals.

That is the math. I know how fond
you are of math. That is the arith-
metic.

Let me tell you, the handouts to the
wealthiest will come on the backs of
the least of us, from affordable
healthcare through the ACA and Med-

H811

icaid, veterans healthcare, nursing
home coverage, food assistance, stu-
dent loan repayment options, energy
tax credits, national security, and can-
cer research.

You all contend that 78 million peo-
ple voted for this. No, they did not.

The Acting CHAIR (Ms. FoxX). The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin an
additional 15 seconds.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam
Chair, no, 78 million people did not
vote for this. Who do you think you are
fooling?

They are not fooled by your notion
that somehow these tax cuts are going
to pay for themselves, that they are
backed up by all kinds of economists,
the CBO, the Committee for a Respon-
sible Federal Budget.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Members are reminded to address
their remarks to the Chair.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair,
the average family would save $2,853.
That is your crumbs.

I would argue, for the average family
that has been crushed by the previous 3
or 4 years in inflation, if you don’t
make 27 percent more money in my
district, you are poorer today than you
were 4 years ago. They were having
their taxes go up $2,853, and that is the
average.
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I promise you, Madam Chair, I think
in my district it was closer to 3,300. I
am blessed to have a more prosperous
district. That is not crumbs, Madam
Chair.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. CASTEN), who is a distinguished
member of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee and our preeminent environ-
mental economist.

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Chair, I want
you to imagine that a friend came over
to you and said: Donald Trump taught
me how to save 50 percent on my shoe
purchases. All you have to do is cut off
one leg.

It is just math, as the gentleman
from Arizona says. So let’s get out the
saw and head to Foot Locker.

Now, Madam Chair, if you were a
good friend, you would tell them: You
are crazy, and you need to stop think-
ing that Donald Trump likes you.

Nonetheless, here we are today talk-
ing about the idea that we are going to
save money by gutting Medicaid; slash-
ing food assistance; defunding white-
collar law enforcement, the police; and
exploding budget deficits so that we
can do what Donald Trump told you he
wants: Give a $4'e-trillion tax cut to
the wealthiest Americans.

So I would say to my Republican col-
leagues as a friend: Donald Trump
doesn’t like you. He doesn’t really like
anybody. He just assumes that you will
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never find the courage to stand up to
him so he is going to keep asking you
for more until you finally do.

If you are sick of being bullied and if
you are ready to act like the leaders
you claim to be and make sure that we
leave this country in a little better
shape than we found it, then grow a
spine and vote hell no on this budget
resolution.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair,
may I inquire as to how much time re-
mains.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona has 16%2 minutes remain-
ing. The gentleman from Virginia has
18 minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI), who is the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the Se-
lect Committee on the Strategic Com-
petition Between the United States and
the Chinese Communist Party.

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam
Chair, I rise today as the ranking mem-
ber of the Select Committee on the
Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party, the CCP, to express seri-
ous concerns about the proposed cuts
in the Republicans’ budget resolution.

First, the resolution includes $880 bil-
lion in cuts to programs that risk stall-
ing the advancement of technologies
crucial to our competition with the
CCP.

Second, these cuts will likely jeop-
ardize our ability to enforce critical
export controls with the Chinese as
well as gutting programs that help us
reshore manufacturing from China.

While we have got to restore our fis-
cal house, these cuts to critical pro-
grams amount to the GOP’s perverted
version of DEI, devastating, extreme,
and irresponsible.

The CCP is cheering for the GOP
budget resolution tonight, and I object.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair-
woman, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Chairwoman, can you believe
this? We broke our printer. However,
thank heaven we didn’t break the
markers.

So I thought actually just because we
are trying to do fact-based, the average
family’s taxes are going up at the end
of this year $2,853, and 62 percent of
taxpayers will see hikes.

I am sorry, we just didn’t have time
to make a much prettier chart for ev-
eryone.

Remember that after 2017 we actually
moved up, some of that were some of
the deductions and things that were
added, we moved up the threshold, so
almost one-half of our taxpaying popu-
lation actually didn’t pay income tax.
They still had payroll taxes and FICA
and those things.

A bunch of that population that has
not paid taxes in years and years and
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yvears will be getting tax bills with the
opposition to this.

Madam Chair, we are going to come
back and go over more.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MORELLE), who is a distin-
guished member of the House Adminis-
tration Committee.

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Chair, I
thank my friend, the gentleman from
Virginia, for yielding me time.

I rise today in strong opposition to
this budget resolution. As an Appro-
priations Committee member, thought-
ful consideration of government spend-
ing is a responsibility I don’t take
lightly. I believe every hard-earned
taxpayer dollar must work for all
Americans, not fuel wildly irrespon-
sible economic theory.

I would like to think my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle believe
the same thing, given the rhetoric we
have all heard over the last several
years.

So I encourage the American people
to watch what House Republicans do,
not what they say.

Remarkably, instead of lowering
costs, this reckless budget resolution
bestows tax cuts for the wealthiest 1
percent of Americans while jeopard-
izing essential healthcare and nutri-
tion programs. For this reason, I
strongly oppose the budget resolution
authored by House Republicans.

Shockingly, gutting programs our
communities rely on isn’t harmful
enough because this resolution will
also require taxpayers to borrow an-
other $1.6 trillion over the next 10
years.

Our Nation’s Founders vested in the
House of Representatives the unique
set of powers to make it responsive to
the will of the people. The father of our
Constitution, James Madison, said that
‘““the House should have an immediate
dependence on, and intimate sympathy
with, the people.”

House Republicans demonstrate no
dependence on nor sympathy with the
American people.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to reject this handout to millionaires
and billionaires and work on a budget
that instead advances the interests of
American families.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chair, once again, here is the
budget document. Here are spread-
sheets. I keep hearing: You are giving
away to billionaires.

Where is that?

Where is it?

Madam Chair, it doesn’t exist be-
cause this is a box that allows us—and
understand, Madam Chair, I am pas-
sionately concerned about debt and
deficits, but this may be, for an idiot
like myself, the first opportunity
where members of leadership and those
are ready to allow people like me to
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come in and walk through how we can
improve and change the costs of how
we deliver services, and we need this
type of document to do it.

Madam Chair, you deal with the re-
ality of what we are allowed to touch.
You do realize the majority of manda-
tory spending we are not even allowed
to touch in a budget reconciliation be-
cause it is interest and Medicare is the
majority. Every day we wait to mod-
ernize, we are in that much more trou-
ble.

The last thing before I do a yield
here. We are going to spend $86 trillion,
and I am partially doing this off the
top of my head, over the next decade.

This budget reconciliation we are
hoping to get, let’s say we are blessed
and we get $2 trillion in offsets, so that
creates a couple trillion dollars in ad-
ditional borrowing, we are talking a
fraction, a couple percent of the spend-
ing, Madam Chair.

I would argue this is the moment for
us where it is not about cuts. If any of
us has ever just even bothered to look
at the MedPAC reports, and this was
done by the Biden administration, we
have potentially over a decade hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in here that
aren’t going to services. They aren’t
going to make our brothers and sisters
healthier.

Help us. Help us engage the morality
of doing this better, faster, and cheap-
er.
Madam Chair, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman from Arizona for
yielding. I also thank Leader SCALISE
for his time today.

We have a historic opportunity to ad-
vance the key priorities of this admin-
istration with a one-bill solution, and I
fully agree we need to move forward in
a way that reflects the needs of the
American people.

This budget resolution unlocks the
next step in the reconciliation process
to deliver on our priorities. That in-
cludes extending key provisions of the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, like doubling
the standard deduction, expanding the
child tax credit, and maintaining the
death tax exemption. These policies
make a real difference for working
families, farmers, and small business
owners, and allow them to keep more
of their hard-earned money.

We also need to fulfill our commit-
ment of securing our border, strength-
ening our economy, and rooting out
fraud, waste, and abuse.

It is my understanding that after this
resolution passes, House leadership will
be working with the Senate to come to
an agreement on reconciliation lan-
guage so that the committees can
begin drafting specific policies to
achieve the administration’s agenda.

There has been a lot of political rhet-
oric about what this upcoming budget
resolution does and does not do, and I
want to be clear about where I stand.

As a Representative of one of the
most agriculturally rich districts in
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the country, it is my constituents who
are responsible for putting food on ev-
eryone’s table. My district also has one
of the highest Medicaid populations in
the Nation.

I have heard from countless constitu-
ents who tell me the only way they can
afford healthcare is through programs
like Medicaid, and I will not support a
final reconciliation bill that risks leav-
ing them behind.

Medicaid cuts are deeply unpopular
with the American families who sent
us here to deliver on President Trump’s
agenda. I understand Medicaid is not
explicitly named in this bill, but
achieving $880 billion in budget cuts
within E&C’s jurisdiction is not an
easy task.

I also ask that leadership remain
committed to working with my col-
leagues and me to produce a final prod-
uct that strengthens critical programs
like Medicaid and SNAP and ensures
our constituents are not left behind.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
yield 30 seconds to the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Chair, I thank
Mr. SCHWEIKERT for yielding and 1
thank the gentleman from California’s
Central Valley for his passion. He has
been a vocal advocate for the things
that are necessary to keep these pro-
grams like Medicaid strengthened. As
we know, some of these programs are
weakened right now. As we move this
through the process, he surely has my
commitment and that of all of leader-
ship that we will continue to not only
listen to him, but his district is going
to have a very loud voice as this proc-
ess moves forward to protect and make
sure that people who are on these pro-
grams, who are deserving, and who
need these programs are going to—
frankly, we all ought to be focused on
getting better services to these people
and rooting out the waste, fraud, and
abuse. That is what we are focused on,
protecting those people who are on
these programs who need them so des-
perately as Mr. VALADAO has fought for
years to deliver. He will continue to do
that, and we absolutely commit to that
for him and others.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair-
woman, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ), who is the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the
Small Business Committee.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise today in strong
opposition to this Republican rip-off.
This budget slashes $880 billion from
Medicaid, putting 286,000 people in my
district, including nearly 100,000 chil-
dren, at risk of losing healthcare.

Madam Chair, cruelty is the point.

It also targets food assistance, leav-
ing over 147,000 New Yorkers in my dis-
trict struggling to afford meals.

Cruelty is the point.

Why?
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All this to hand out trillions of dol-
lars in tax breaks to the top 1 percent.
Republicans tried this trick before in
2017. They promised it would raise
wages, pay for itself, and boost the
economy. It didn’t.

Instead, it made the rich richer while
working people fell further behind.

Now they are doubling down, making
America sicker, poorer, and hungrier
just to funnel more money to their bil-
lionaire donors.

This isn’t fiscal responsibility. It is
economic cruelty. Vote ‘“‘no.”
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Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair-
woman, economic literature and, actu-
ally, I think even the board here dem-
onstrated that, if we go back to the
original TCJA, over 70 percent of those
corporate tax cuts show up in wages.
That is one of the reasons there was
such remarkable wage growth without
inflation. If workers are cared for, tax
policy becomes correct.

Madam Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. SCA-
LISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Chairwoman, I
thank my friend from Arizona for
yielding to me for 1 minute.

Madam Chair, I rise in strong sup-
port, first of all, of this budget resolu-
tion. It is a critically important piece
of legislation. Frankly, it might be one
of the most important resolutions that
this Chamber has taken up in years to
start the process of delivering on the
mandate that President Trump and
this House and Senate Republican ma-
jority got from the voters of America
in November.

I understand that my friends on the
other side of the aisle are upset with
the voters of America that the minor-
ity lost the election. My Democratic
colleagues are upset with the results. If
everybody here listened to what the
American people said in November,
frankly, first of all, they would vote for
this resolution because the resolution
delivers on those commitments, the
things that were talked about, the
things that sent people to the polls
that say: Let’s finally get America
back on track.

How do we do it? Number one, we
start by staving off a $4.5 trillion tax
increase. That is $4.5 trillion.

We have heard a lot of hyperbole over
the last few days. Just here on this
House floor, we have heard from the
other side of the aisle, Madam Chair,
about millionaires and billionaires. For
some reason, it seems like, if somebody
is successful in America, the other side
of the aisle wants to demonize them, as
if that is wrong.

Clearly, if Members read this resolu-
tion, this resolution is not about mil-
lionaires and billionaires. This resolu-
tion is about whether or not Congress
is going to stand up for the middle
class of America, who will be dev-
astated if this resolution fails.

A lot of times, when we come to the
House floor, Madam Chair, my col-
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leagues can vote for or against a bill,
and maybe the bill does good things.
Maybe Members think the bill does bad
things and nothing happens if they
vote against the bill. Some days, noth-
ing happening is a good day.

Today, if nothing happens, it is not
nothing that happens. Let’s be clear:
Members have options, Madam Chair.
They can vote ‘“‘yes” to pass this reso-
lution and get this process of budget
reconciliation started, or they can vote
“no,” like all of my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle brag that they
are going to do.

If that is the case, Madam Chair,
maybe I can persuade a few. Maybe
Democrats don’t know this because
clearly my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle haven’t read the resolution.
We hear Democrats talking about Med-
icaid over and over again: Cuts to Med-
icaid. Cuts to Medicaid.

Clearly, my colleagues haven’t read
the resolution because, if they read the
resolution, the word ‘‘Medicaid” is
mentioned a total of zero times in the
resolution. That is all my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle want to
talk about.

If Democrats read the resolution, the
minority would talk about what this
does to engage 11 different committees
in this Congress to start a process
called budget reconciliation, where
they will go into open hearings, on C-
SPAN. Everybody in America can
watch the deliberations, where there
will be a discussion about how to get
this country back on track. The people
of this Nation are hungering for that.

They are not hungering for people
yelling and screaming and telling lies
and trying to scare people with false
information. We are here to talk about
facts, and the facts are that a ‘“‘no”
vote imposes $4.5 trillion in taxes that
primarily hit middle- and low-income
families, not the millionaires and bil-
lionaires that my colleagues seem to
want to demonize.

For example, President Trump was
heard talking at every rally about no
tax on tips. Clearly, the other side of
the aisle was against that. They want-
ed everybody’s taxes to go up. They
said they were against renewing the
Trump tax cuts, let alone adding
things like no tax on tips. We know
they were against making sure that
those people who work for tips don’t
have to pay taxes on it.

Well, who are those people who work
for tips? Madam Chair, last time I
checked, Elon Musk does not work for
tips. The billionaires aren’t the ones
working for tips. In fact, we went back
and checked. There are over 6 million
Americans in this country who actu-
ally do work for tips.

Madam Chair, what is their average
salary? Is it $1 million? Is it tens of
millions? Is it $1 billion? No. In fact,
the average salary of tip workers is
$32,000 a year. That is who we are help-
ing in this resolution.

Those tip workers who are strug-
gling, some of them may be working
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two or three jobs. They are not the
millionaires and the billionaires. They
might actually be able to take a family
vacation for the first time if they don’t
have to pay a tax on tips and if the
87,000 new IRS agents who Democrats
created in the last administration are
not unleashed on them to go audit
them, to try to make them pay more
money on their tip money, which is
what is happening. Madam Chair, we
say: No, they shouldn’t have to pay
taxes on those tips.

The other side of the aisle says ‘‘no”’
to that. My colleagues hide behind
Elon Musk and hide behind billionaires
and millionaires, except it is not the
millionaires and billionaires who we
are trying to help.

Democratic Members want to confuse
the voters of this country so that,
when the minority votes ‘‘no,” the
middle class of America doesn’t realize
and revolt that Democrats just voted
with their ‘‘no” vote to impose a $4.5
trillion tax hike on the middle class of
this country.

Look at the big number. Taxes on
every income level go up. Madam
Chair, for those who pay income taxes
in America, if the other side of the
aisle votes ‘‘no,” everybody’s income
tax rate goes up.

Who are those folks? It is 145 million
families. It is not 145 million people. 1
am talking about 145 million families
in America who make less than $1 mil-
lion will see their taxes go up. It is a
tax increase not on the millionaires
and billionaires if my colleagues vote
“no,” but it is a tax increase primarily
on middle- and lower-income families.

Why aren’t Democrats telling us
that? Why haven’t Members said that
on this House floor? It is because my
Democratic colleagues don’t want the
American people to know the truth.
The minority wants to create class
warfare and try to divide the country
against itself.

Shame on people who want to divide
this country even more. It is time we
unite this country and grow this coun-
try, grow the middle class, actually
create more jobs and wealth and oppor-
tunity.

Madam Chair, as Mr. SCHWEIKERT
pointed out earlier, and he has the
charts to prove it, wealth and oppor-
tunity for lower and middle-income
families is what happened in 2017 and
beyond when we started with the
Trump tax cuts.

Just because minority Members don’t
like the person whose name is behind
those tax cuts, Democrats want to try
to demonize him, but the facts still re-
main.

Who benefited the most? We were los-
ing our middle class in America in the
decade before we passed those tax cuts.
Why? Go look at the record, the facts.
We were losing great American com-
pany after great American company.
They were moving out of America.
They were leaving the country. Why is
that? It is because we had the highest
corporate tax rate in the world.
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Madam Chair, the other side would
say: Stick it to them even more. Raise
tax rates even more.

Madam Chair, there are laboratories
of democracy where that has been
tried. It is called New York and Cali-
fornia, and every time they keep rais-
ing rates, what happens? People move
in droves. A million-plus people have
left those States to go to other States,
such as Texas, Florida, and Tennessee,
where there is no income tax.

Sure, we are seeing it happen in
America, but what happens if Demo-
crats destroy America’s system? Where
do people go? Well, some of those peo-
ple left America.

Madam Chair, we don’t want that to
happen. We actually brought compa-
nies back. The logos of all of them
would be recognized if we put them up.
There is too many to mention that left
America over years and years, and no-
body did anything about it. Everybody
knew why it was happening. We made
our country competitive again. How? It
was by lowering tax rates.

Madam Chair, everybody should have
been for that. Unfortunately, the
Democratic Party back then said: We
are going to vote ‘‘no’’ on that.

Every single Democrat voted ‘‘no.”
Why did my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle make it a partisan
issue? I don’t know, but I know this:
We lowered those tax rates to make
America competitive.

We are a globally competing econ-
omy. Our companies in America don’t
just compete against the person down
the street. They are competing against
companies all over the globe, and we
should applaud that. We shouldn’t just
applaud it, by the way; we should make
sure they remain the most competitive
businesses in the world and that Amer-
ica remains the most competitive
country in the world, but we weren’t.
We were not.

That is why we were losing people.
Imagine people saying: I am going to
leave the United States of America, the
greatest country in the history of the
world. It is Dbecause our country
stopped being competitive, and we fi-
nally did something about it.

In 2017, this Republican majority did
something about it and finally brought
those jobs back and brought wages up.
Wages grew for everybody. Companies
were giving out bonuses and pay raises.
Our unemployment rate went to vir-
tually zero. Those are the facts.

Democrats want those tax rates to go
up. Not all of them expire. The cor-
porate rate remains, by the way, com-
petitively low at 21 percent. The cor-
porate rate stays at 21 percent. Do my
colleagues know what doesn’t stay low
if Democrats vote ‘“no”? I am a ‘‘yes”
vote because I want our country to be
competitive. I want our small busi-
nesses to be able to be competitive
with big businesses.

My Democratic colleagues love beat-
ing up on the big guy, but guess what
the minority is going to do, and let’s
look at the facts.
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Madam Chair, every small business
in America is under a provisional tax
code called 199A. If companies are not a
small business, they probably have
never heard of 199A. If they are a small
business, a 20-person mom-and-pop
shop on Main Street America, any-
where in this country, 199A is their
lifeblood because that is what allows a
small business, a 10-, 15-, 20-person
American Dream story who started
their own business, to now compete
and pay the same tax rate as the big,
global, multinational corporation who
is at 21 percent.

Madam Chair, what happens if Demo-
cratic Members vote ‘“‘no’? Again, the
“no” vote does not mean nothing hap-
pens. If Members vote ‘‘no,” they are
saying they want the small business
now to go from a 21 percent effective
rate to as high as 43 percent in taxes.

Think about this: The mom-and-pop
small business is barely hanging on.
They have beaten all the internet com-
petitors, and they are still able to hold
onto those jobs, show up at work every
day, and employ the 20 people or the 15
people that they are creating jobs for.

If the other side gets their way, that
small business jacks up to a 43 percent
tax rate when their competitor, the
big, global, billionaire corporation, is
still at 21 percent. That is what hap-
pens if Democrats vote ‘‘no.”

Why haven’t my colleagues said that
during the debate? I haven’t heard it
yet. Again, all we hear about is the bil-
lionaires and the millionaires are the
ones getting all the breaks, except it is
not true, Madam Chair. It is just not
true.

Every small business in America gets
kicked in the gut if this fails. It will be
every small business in America. Look
at the numbers. This is over 20 million
small businesses. Think of how many
workers that is.

Do Democrats just want to kick all
of those workers out to the street and
to the unemployment rolls? If busi-
nesses are paying 43 percent and their
competitor is paying 21 percent, one
doesn’t need a math degree to figure
out how quickly they are not going to
be able to compete.

We made them competitive in 2017.
Why does the other side want to vote
“no”” and all of a sudden make every
small business in America uncompeti-
tive with the big billionaires? Madam
Chair, Democratic Members are defend-
ing the billionaires. This is insanity,
but that is the reality of what happens
if Members vote ‘‘no.”

Again, maybe by me going through
the actual details, we might convince a
couple of Members that maybe some-
body duped them. Someone gave Mem-
bers some talking points. Someone
mentions the words ‘‘millionaire’ and
“billionaire” and, next thing we know,
we have a parade of 200 people who will
just line up and bash the resolution,
except it is not in the resolution.

Do my colleagues want to stand up
for the middle-class families of this
country? Vote ‘‘yes’” on the resolution
because that is who we are defending.
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Republicans are going to defend the
ability for the next billionaire com-
pany maybe, but right now it is a
dream in somebody’s basement. This is
what is great about America. If my
Democratic colleagues haven’t, they
should go look at their favorite com-
pany. Go look at the biggest compa-
nies. Most of them started with a
dream in somebody’s garage in Silicon
Valley.

I know a lot of entrepreneurs who
started with great ideas and risked it
all over and over again, and then ulti-
mately they might have hit it big, but
the only way they were able to hit it
big is because they had the ability in
the United States of America to turn
that dream into a reality where now,
all of a sudden, they might hire 300
people.

We ought to applaud that. We ought
to celebrate that. We ought to make
sure that remains in place. The day we
take away that ability in the United
States, God help us as a country be-
cause the few people who still want
that dream but don’t have America to
go to pursue it, they might go to other
places, but there just aren’t that many
other places in the world to pursue it.

We cannot crush the American
Dream of America. It starts with
strengthening the middle class and the
lower income families’ ability to com-
pete with the big guys so that maybe
one day they can be, and then they,
too, will be demonized by the other
side.
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In the meantime, give them that
ability to compete fairly, and you take
that away if you vote ‘‘no” on this bill.
Those are the facts.

Whose rates go up and whose rates
don’t if this bill fails? That is where we
are.

I do think it is important to, one
more time, go through the facts of the
2017 bill because so many lies have been
told about that.

The poverty rate dropped to the low-
est level in history. This isn’t the mil-
lionaires and billionaires. When we
passed the bill in 2017 that every Demo-
crat voted no on, the poverty rate in
America dropped to its lowest rate in
history. Unemployment hit a 50-year
low, and lower-income workers—not
the millionaires and billionaires,
lower-income workers—saw their
wages grow substantially faster than
the highest 10 percent of income earn-
ers.

Whose side are you going to be on
today? We are going to give everybody
an opportunity to stand up for those
hardworking people who want their
shot at the American Dream. Stand up
for that waiter or waitress who is
working their tail off tonight and who
is going to come home and go: Wait a
minute. I might not have to pay taxes
on my tips. I can save that money and,
for the first time, start a college fund
for my kid.

It is not the millionaires and billion-
aires that benefit from that. It is the
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average income worker. There are mil-
lions of them, by the way. The average
income is $32,000 a year. That is who
House Republicans are fighting for, and
we are going to deliver for them be-
cause that was the mandate that the
people of this country gave us.

Whether you agree or not, whether
you like Donald Trump or not, Donald
Trump ran on very specific things, and
he is delivering on those things. I ap-
plaud President Trump for actually fol-
lowing through on the promises that
were made. Promises made and prom-
ises kept actually matter in this town,
and they are rare. When it happens, we
ought to applaud it.

When this majority actually delivers,
we are going to see on that board real
soon who actually stands with the 77
million people of this country who said
we want this change, that we demand
this change, and that we are going to
go to the polls to vote for this change.
Let’s preserve the American Dream.

Yes, at the risk of offending a couple
of people, I am fine with saying: Let’s
make America great again because
America deserves to be great again.

Don’t put a $4.5 trillion tax on the
middle class of this country. Let’s let
this country grow. Let’s see oppor-
tunity flourish. We will do it. We need
to pass this bill to start that process.

Mr. Chair, I urge all of my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. BONAMICI), a member of the
Education and Workforce Committee.

Ms. BONAMICI. Madam Chair, last
week, I had five townhall meetings
across northwest Oregon in urban, sub-
urban, and rural areas. Not one person,
not one of the thousands who attended,
asked me to support a budget that cuts
Medicaid, gives tax breaks to the
wealthiest, raises the cost of living, or
undermines safety and security, but
that is what we are voting on today.

The Republicans are stealing the
hard-earned tax dollars of Oregonians
and Americans to line the pockets of
people like Elon Musk.

This ruthless Republican budget will
rip away healthcare from low-income
and working families and children and
take us back to the days when if you
got sick, you either went without
treatment or went bankrupt.

It could rip away resources from
local schools and prevent children, es-
pecially students with disabilities,
from getting a good education.

Republicans say they are eliminating
waste. Do you want to talk about
waste? Waste is giving the wealthiest
big tax cuts while regular Americans
are struggling to put food on the table.

The cost of groceries is increasing,
wages continue to remain stagnant,
and too many families can’t afford
housing or childcare. The Republican
majority’s answer is to rip you off and
give tax breaks to the wealthiest and
then hope, unrealistically, that it is
going to trickle down.

We must oppose this Republican bil-
lionaire budget. We must focus instead
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on the American people so everyone,
not just those at the top, have the op-
portunity for a better future.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair,
may I inquire as to the time remain-
ing.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona has 9 minutes remaining.
The gentleman from Virginia has 13%
minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO), the ranking mem-
ber of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Chair, as the
ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I rise
today in complete opposition to the
Republican rip-off budget resolution.

Let’s be clear: This is a tax break for
billionaires like Elon Musk paid for by
working people, including millions of
our veterans. The Republican rip-off
cuts at least $880 billion from Med-
icaid, the program that 80 million
Americans, including 9 million vet-
erans, rely on for health insurance cov-
erage.

This extreme budget also cuts $230
billion from SNAP. Every year, SNAP
helps almost 43 million Americans, in-
cluding over 1 million veterans, put
food on the table.

Republicans aren’t just going to
leave American veterans without
healthcare or make them go hungry.
They also want to take a chain saw to
VA, attacking the very people who pro-
vide care to the veterans who have
served our country with honor.

This is completely unacceptable, and
I urge every Member to oppose this
abomination of a resolution that uses
veterans as a piggy bank to pay for a
billionaire tax break.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Nevada
(Mr. HORSFORD), a distinguished mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise today not in
favor or opposition. I rise in defense,
defense of 811,000 Nevadans and count-
less people across the country whose
lives are in danger. I rise in defense of
my constituents who will be impacted
if Republicans are able to slash their
healthcare services to fund $4.5 trillion
to the ultrawealthy and big corpora-
tions.

Madam Chair, Nevada Democrats and
Republicans worked together to imple-
ment the Affordable Care Act, includ-
ing the expansion of Medicaid. We re-
duced the uninsured rate by a third,
and 563,000 children were able to re-
ceive coverage as a result. The fact
that Nevada did the right thing then
means we have more to lose as Repub-
licans do the wrong thing now.

Our State would be the third hardest
hit, including in rural communities.
This isn’t a budget. It is the Repub-
lican screw America bill. That is why 1
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am calling on every Member of this
body to vote ‘“no.” I will, in defense of
my constituents.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ESPAILLAT), a distinguished
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Chair, very
often, we take very serious votes on
this floor, but this vote is a deadly se-
rious vote. This is a vote about life and
death.

I represent just slightly over 780,000
constituents. Out of those 780,000 con-
stituents, 524,000 of them are Medicaid
recipients, and over 100,000 of them are
Medicare recipients, so over 600,000 of
the 780,000 constituents who I represent
receive either Medicaid or Medicare. In
addition to that, there are 263,000
households that receive food stamps.

This bill would put their lives and
health in danger, Madam Chair. This is
about life and death.

As the Republican majority proposes
to cut Medicaid across this country to
give a massive $4.5 trillion, with a cap-
ital T, trillion-dollar cut in taxes to
the very rich, who would that go to?
Fifty percent of that will go to the
shareholders. Forty-four percent of
that tax cut will go to high-end execu-
tives.

The fat cat executives are going to
get this money, and working-class and
even middle-class people are going to
get stiffed with the cuts.

This is about life and death. It is not
a simple piece of legislation that we
will pass. There are diabetics who will
see the price of insulin go up. There are
people with renal problems and cardio-
vascular problems.

Madam Chair, this is about life and
death. Vote ‘“‘no’ on this bill.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, let
me have just a couple of moments of
joy here. A reconciliation budget that
only touches individuals and pass-
through businesses, so there are no
shareholders who are getting—that is
actually already locked in.

That is one of the reasons we are
doing this is because you want to see
distortions in the economy, have a
world where small businesses,
passthroughs, employee-owned, their
taxes shoot up, but the C corporations
are down here. What distortion did you
just create in the world?

I am a C corporation. I am buying ev-
eryone else. You want to see the big
get bigger? It is one of the reasons you
have to do this. Also, I beg my brothers
and sisters, have a different view but
actually just try to get the most basic
facts correct here.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ), a dis-
tinguished and unenviable member of
the Rules Committee.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Chair, Republicans are attacking wom-
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en’s ability to afford life as a mom or
a daughter.

Medicaid supports more than 40 per-
cent of all births in the United States.

Our grandmothers and parents in
nursing homes rely on Medicaid to pay
their health bills. Their caregivers,
who are mostly women, depend on Med-
icaid themselves.

Over 37 million children rely on Med-
icaid and CHIP. Republicans would
strip this essential healthcare from
women across the country. Why? To
give tax breaks to their billionaire
bros.

Women need to know how they will
be impacted wherever they live.

Earlier today, we heard Representa-
tive VALADAO acknowledge that his
voters depend on Medicaid and are
upset. Indeed, 507,000 of his constitu-
ents receive Medicaid, but he said he
will vote ‘‘yes’ on the bill.

I need women across the country to
visit the Democratic Women’s Caucus
website to find out how these cuts will
impact them and how much money bil-
lionaires and millionaires will make
from women’s economic pain.

Republicans should stand with their
moms and not the billionaires.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, ap-
parently, the Democratic position is
the $2,000 you get per child, which was
the doubling of the child tax credit in
2017, should go away and go back to the
$1,000? Wow. I think that is what I just
heard.

Those of us who have adopted Kkids,
those who have children, congratula-
tions, your child tax credit is going to
get cut in half.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

With respect to my friend from Ari-
zona, that is not what I heard. We
heard that this budget resolution, as
put together, promises cuts that we are
desperately afraid of.

When we do the math, in Congress-
man SCHWEIKERT’s district, Arizona 1,
people who count on SNAP to put food
on the table are 85,000; Medicaid recipi-
ents at risk of losing their healthcare,
127,000; Affordable Care Act recipients
who will see their premium payments
go up by varying amounts, 44,000. We
would love to see a budget worked out
that somehow gives a lie to those
frightening numbers.

Madam Chair, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr. MIN), a
distinguished member of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee.

Mr. MIN. Madam Chair, I rise today
in opposition to the disastrous GOP
budget resolution.

This bill seeks to cut $3 trillion in
spending, supposedly by targeting
waste and fraud, but the entire domes-
tic discretionary budget is only $917
billion, and that simply doesn’t add up.
There is only one way to get to $3 tril-
lion in cuts, and that is to slash lifeline
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programs, including nearly $1 trillion
in cuts to Medicaid.

Under the GOP budget, over 136,000 of
my constituents would lose their
healthcare, including over 42,000 chil-
dren. This budget would also take food
away from hungry children and deny
healthcare to sick veterans.

Why are House Republicans pushing
such an immoral and cruel agenda?

It is not to reduce our deficits. In
fact, their budget adds nearly $1.6 tril-
lion a year to our debt.

No, it is to pass tax cuts for billion-
aires and foreign investors. In fact,
over $350 billion of these same tax cuts
went to foreign investors over the last
10 years.

Let’s be clear: If this budget passes,
kids are going to go to bed hungry so
that we can give more money to Elon
Musk and investors from Saudi Arabia,
China, and Russia. This is immoral. It
is wrong.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to oppose this horrible budget measure.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Madam Chair, I yield 1%2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Mexico (Mr. VASQUEZ), a distinguished
member of the Agriculture Committee
and Armed Services Committee.

Mr. VASQUEZ. Madam Chair, I
thought Republicans’ plans were to
make Americans’ lives Dbetter. I

thought we were supposed to lower the
cost of goods. I thought we were sup-
posed to make healthcare more afford-
able for Americans.

Well, let me tell you this: When you
strip healthcare away from 290,000 New
Mexicans, many of which are in my dis-
trict, including 132,000 children and
26,000 seniors, can anybody on the
other side of the aisle tell me how is
that making life better for my con-
stituents and for New Mexicans?

Well, it is not going to.

In fact, this Republican budget is
going to raise healthcare premiums by
nearly $1,000 a year for 20,000 people in
my district. It could force a 60-year-old
couple to pay over $16,000 more annu-
ally for coverage.

Now, in my district and in my State,
we have some of the best service
records of veterans in this entire coun-
try. In fact, we are home to the Code
Talkers. We are home to folks who
have served our country with pride and
with dignity for so many years that
when I look at the cuts that are being
made to the VA healthcare system, I
am ashamed of what this body is doing.
I am ashamed of what my colleagues
across the aisle are doing.

When I go home and I talk to a work-
ing mother, a person who wakes up at
7 in the morning and works two jobs
every day and has to send her kid to
school and relies on the food programs
just to keep her family healthy, just to
have something in the stomach of that
T-year-old who is going to first grade,
and to know that their food assistance
programs could get taken away, we are
doing the exact opposite of what Re-
publicans promised that they would do
for this country.
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This budget is a statement of where
we are at as a country, and this is the
wrong statement that we are making.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
would inquire once again on how much
time is remaining.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. SIMPSON).
The gentleman from Arizona has 7%
minutes remaining.

The gentleman from Virginia has 4%
minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, just as some of my Demo-
cratic colleagues have done, I was just
thumbing through the actual docu-
ment. I know this is crazy, and literacy
being sort of a lost art, but I am trying
to find where this heresy, these cuts
are.

There is a discussion here that basi-
cally says we need not to just purely
stick this on the debt and deficit.
Okay.

In the Energy and Commerce instruc-
tion, I think it is 4 percent of the area
of authorization, you are telling me
after the hundreds of hours idiots like
me have come behind this microphone
and done presentations showing the
distortions, the waste and fraud, the
misallocations, the lack of use of tech-
nology, the duplications, you can’t
produce 4 percent?

Why is the left so terrified of the mo-
ment where maybe a document that
forces us in some ways to listen to each
other, to maybe say: How do we do this
better, faster, cheaper? I am going to
say this three or four more times. Does
the left really want to raise taxes on
the average American family by $2,853?
Is that the plan here?

This says that 63 percent of those
who are tax filers will see their taxes
go up. Is that the plan here?

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me just respond to my good
friend from Arizona. No, that is not
what Democrats want. We don’t want
to see taxes go up for average, middle-
class Americans at all. This is what
our budget experts say, based on the
budget resolution before us, as my
friend Mr. SCHWEIKERT knows well: To
achieve significant cuts, the kind of
cuts that you are talking about, inevi-
tably we have to look at Medicaid,
Medicare, and Social Security.

We look at the fact that in Virginia,
just eliminating Medicaid Advantage is
660,000 Virginians. We see that 46 per-
cent of the children in America receive
their healthcare through Medicaid.
When we look at Medicare, it is beyond
belief what that would do.

I am looking forward to somehow
seeing how you achieve the massive
budget cuts that are in this resolution
without touching those. That is why
you have heard so much concern today
about what this will do to the average
American people.

It is not that we don’t want to revisit
not raising taxes on the American pub-
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lic. We also just don’t want to cut
away their healthcare, their SNAP
benefits, their ability to put food on
the table, and the like.

Mr. Chair, I am ready to close when
the distinguished chair of the Joint
Economic Committee tells me it is
time. I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman,
just because I want to help out—be-
cause I know this is heresy around
here. Truly one of my favorite Mem-
bers to work with, even though we are
on different sides of the aisle, he may
want to retract the words ‘“‘Social Se-
curity,” which he just said, because he
knows Social Security cannot be al-
lowed in any of this package.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chair, I will be
happy to retract. I also notice that our
anxiety about Social Security will not
g0 away.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Oh, no. Who else
has been working for a decade now to
save it?

Remember, in 2033, about halfway
through the year, the trust fund is
gone. Is that a Republican or a Demo-
cratic problem? I would say it is a mo-
rality problem. We will be doubling
senior poverty in America in 8 years.

How often are we allowed to come
talk about it?

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

In doing so, let me first begin by say-
ing that my good friend, JOHN LARSON,
on the Ways and Means Committee has
for years promoted Social Security
2100, which would actually fix it for the
rest of this century.

Mr. Chairman, President Trump and
the Republican majority were elected
last November to deliver on a simple
promise, to lower costs for Americans.
Unfortunately, this budget does not do
that.

My Republican friends have decided
that providing billions of dollars in tax
breaks for a few millionaires and bil-
lionaires is worth ordinary Americans
bearing, as Elon Musk put it last year,
some temporary hardship. That hard-
ship brought about by this budget will
come in many forms and may not mean
much to the richest man in history,
but it will certainly mean a lot to ordi-
nary people.

It will grow our debt by $4.6 trillion.
It will lead to higher interest rates and
raising prices on goods that Americans
pay for every day. It will cut crucial
government services that keep us safe,
healthy, and productive. It will strip
healthcare and food assistance from
tens of millions of Americans who are
already struggling to make ends meet.

What are Americans getting in ex-
change for this hardship? Tax cuts for
billionaires and corporations that they
do not need and that our country can-
not afford.

Mr. Chair, this is a bad deal. I urge
all of my colleagues to reject this pro-
posal. I yield back the balance of my
time.
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Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
am prepared to close, but I would like
to inquire on how much time is re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Arizona has 5 minutes remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close. I know it is painful to listen to
an idiot like me for 5 minutes, but let’s
have some fun here.

First, I want to say to everyone who
has spoken, I love the passion and I
love the caring. I just, once again, have
to come back. This is a reconciliation
budget. It basically builds boxes. This
box here is for your authorization. You
can go more, but you can’t go less.
Okay.

I am on the other side. I actually be-
lieve there should be more cuts in
spending because I think we can
achieve that by modernization, chang-
ing processes, and the adoption of tech-
nology.

Last week, I believe I was behind this
very microphone, and we were showing
charts of, hey, this is Medicare, how
many billions and billions do we spend
every year on duplicative MRIs,
ultrasounds, x-rays? Does that make
someone healthier? Does that make
them better? No. It is basically waste
and fraud.

We have the ability to use tech-
nology to get rid of that. If we all
agreed to do something like that, then
we are going to get rid of these duplica-
tive services. We are going to get rid of
some of the—we like to say waste and
fraud, but the fact of the matter is
there are design problems in the model.
You didn’t cut a single service. You
didn’t take anything away from some-
one, but what you gave is my kids a
chance to survive.

Look, part of this I don’t like. I am
going to be brutally honest. I wish
there were more cuts. I don’t like the
amount of borrowing here, but if this is
the moment that opens up a chance for
someone like myself, who has spent a
decade here passionately trying to say
it doesn’t have to be cuts. It is actually
the adoption of technology.

I am going to go slightly off track,
then I want to get back into the dis-
tribution. If I turn to my brothers and
sisters and anyone willing to listen
right now, what is the single biggest
cost in our society? This is where
SCHWEIKERT soaks himself in kerosene
and plays with matches, Mr. Chair.

It turns out it is obesity. For our
brothers and sisters, we calculate there
will be over $9 trillion in additional
healthcare costs over the next decade.
What would happen if the left and the
right actually said we are going to fix-
ate on the way we deliver healthcare,
the way we deliver nutrition support,
the way we do agriculture policy, that
we are going to help our brothers and
sisters be healthier, and, by the way,
family formation, the use of
healthcare, the ability to have a life.

Maybe it is moments like this where
we go to battle in the committees. We
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have really smart people, but armies of
lobbyists outside these hallways look
at us and stress out when we start say-
ing it is time to modernize, time to
find a better, faster, more elegant way
to deliver services and slow down the
piling of debt because the math still
comes back to 63 percent of our tax-
paying brothers and sisters will see
their taxes go up.

Now, for the comments you have
heard over and over here about the dis-
tributional effects. Okay. Mr. BEYER
and I are both on Ways and Means and
battle in the committee.

Remember, there is no bill coming
out of the committee yet. What is it
going to look like? Do we actually have
to make elegant changes? Are there
things we can agree on as a body that
will maximize economic growth?

At some point you have got to look—
and I am sorry I have beaten up this
chart, but we have been trying to
model what happens to the economy if
we allow these tax hikes to come in
automatically.

It turns out the economy is also ben-
efited if we maximize how much we pay
for at the end of 10 years. I know
changing spending policy is hard, but if
we were to maximize both, at the end
of the decade we are more prosperous.

Mr. Chairman, at some point that is
the ultimate question here: Is pros-
perity moral? Is there a way we can ac-
tually do our work here where we
maximize the prosperity for my 2%-
year-old but also the person heading to
retirement, to our brothers and sisters
who are out there working their hearts
out? There is a way.

The hardest part is we are going to
have to do things differently than we
have done in the past.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Chair, today’s vote marks
an essential step towards fulfilling our promise
to the American people—to extend the 2017
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, secure funding for
border protection, and move toward American
energy independence.

After enduring significant inflation, American
families and small businesses urgently need
tax relief to make ends meet.

We must pass our budget resolution today
to start the budget reconciliation process and
advance the policies our American families ex-
pect and desperately need.

It includes much-needed deficit reduction,
for which our children and grandchildren will
be grateful. It will allow us to extend the suc-
cessful tax cuts from 2017 that produced un-
precedented job growth and higher wages for
American workers.

This is only the first step in a process where
everyone will have a voice. But it's a signifi-
cant step toward American success and secu-
rity, and | urge my colleagues to support it.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired. Pursuant to
the rule, the amendment printed in
House Report 119-5 is adopted and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, is
considered read.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 14

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025.

(a) DECLARATION.—The Congress deter-
mines and declares that prior concurrent res-
olutions on the budget are replaced as of fis-
cal year 2025 and that this concurrent resolu-
tion establishes the budget for fiscal year
2025 and sets forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2026 through 2034.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this concurrent resolution is as fol-
lows:

Sec. 1. Concurrent resolution on the budget
for fiscal year 2025.
TITLE I—RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND
AMOUNTS

Sec. 1001. Recommended levels and amounts.
Sec. 1002. Major functional categories.
TITLE II—RECONCILIATION AND
RELATED MATTERS

Sec. 2001. Reconciliation in the House of
Representatives.

TITLE III-RESERVE FUND AND DEFICIT
REDUCTION ADJUSTMENT

Sec. 3001. Reserve fund for reconciliation
legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Sec. 3002. Adjustment for spending cuts of at
least $2 trillion.

TITLE IV—POLICY STATEMENTS

Sec. 4001. Policy statement on economic
growth.
Sec. 4002. Policy statement on mandatory
spending reduction.
Sec. 4003. Policy statement on Government
deregulation.
TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS

Sec. 5001. Enforcement filing in the House of
Representatives.

Sec. 5002. Budgetary treatment of adminis-
trative expenses in the House of
Representatives.

Sec. 5003. Application and effect of changes
in allocations, aggregates, and
other budgetary levels.

Sec. 5004. Adjustments to reflect changes in
concepts and definitions in the
House of Representatives.

Sec. 5005. Adjustment for changes in the
baseline.

Sec. 5006. Exercise of rulemaking powers.

TITLE I—RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND
AMOUNTS

RECOMMENDED
AMOUNTS.

The following budgetary levels are appro-
priate for each of fiscal years 2025 through
2034:

(1) FEDERAL REVENUES.—For purposes of
the enforcement of this concurrent resolu-
tion:

(A) The recommended levels of Federal
revenues are as follows:

SEC. 1001. LEVELS AND
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Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:
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-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.

(2) NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY.—For purposes

of the enforcement of this concurrent resolu-
tion, the appropriate levels of total new
budget authority are as follows:

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$5,515,610,000,000.
$5,605,352,000,000.
$5,744,975,000,000.
$5,999,399,000,000.
$6,173,475,000,000.
$6,494,898,000,000.
$6,748,868,000,000.
$7,048,096,000,000.

$7,438,116,000,000 .

$7,610,582,000,000.

(3) BUDGET OUTLAYS.—For purposes of the

enforcement of this concurrent resolution,
the appropriate levels of total budget out-
lays are as follows:

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$3,408,969,000,000.
$3,766,668,000,000.
$4,066,393,000,000.
$4,186,847,000,000.
$4,309,831,000,000.
$4,508,641,000,000.
$4,730,270,000,000.
$4,938,712,000,000.
$5,172,643,000,000.
$5,410,030,000,000.

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$5,490,790,000,000.
$5,623,085,000,000.
$5,821,621,000,000.
$6,088,332,000,000.
$6,164,293,000,000.
$6,484,545,000,000.
$6,720,491,000,000.
$6,983,637,000,000.
$7,401,699,000,000.
$7,529,256,000,000.

(4) DEFICITS.—For purposes of the enforce-

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

ment of this concurrent resolution,
amounts of the deficits are as follows:

$2,081,821,000,000.
$1,856,417,000,000.
$1,755,228,000,000.
$1,901,485,000,000.
$1,854,462,000,000.
$1,975,904,000,000.
$1,990,221,000,000.
$2,044,925,000,000.
$2,229,056,000,000.
$2,119,226,000,000.

the

(5) DEBT SUBJECT TO LIMIT.—The appro-

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$37,660,656,000,000.
$39,839,449,000,000.
$41,752,932,000,000.
$43,721,320,000,000.
$45,725,094,000,000.
$417,646,893,000,000.
$49,490,401,000,000.
$51,311,359,000,000.
$53,342,100,000,000.
$55,566,372,000,000.

priate levels of debt subject to limit are as
follows:

(6) DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—The appro-

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:
Fiscal year 2030:
Fiscal year 2031:
Fiscal year 2032:
Fiscal year 2033:
Fiscal year 2034:

$30,430,405,000,000.
$32,469,082,000,000.
$34,395,037,000,000.
$36,452,960,000,000.
$38,403,594,000,000.
$40,444,544,000,000.
$42,449,786,000,000.
$44,476,114,000,000.
$46,612,129,000,000.
$48,599,876,000,000.

priate levels of debt held by the public are as
follows:

(B) The amounts by which the aggregate
levels of Federal revenues should be changed
are as follows:

SEC. 1002. MAJOR FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES.

Congress determines and declares that the
appropriate levels of new budget authority
and outlays for fiscal years 2025 through 2034
for each major functional category are:

(1) National Defense (050):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $888,044,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $883,821,000,000.

Fiscal year 2025:
Fiscal year 2026:
Fiscal year 2027:
Fiscal year 2028:
Fiscal year 2029:

-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.
-$450,000,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $913,263,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $895,830,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $935,345,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $913,493,000,000.
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Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $956,694,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $940,299,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $979,049,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $950,598,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $1,002,337,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $977,233,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,026,119,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $996,535,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,050,408,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,016,235,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,076,299,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,050,728,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,101,659,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,067,701,000,000.

(2) International Affairs (150):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $65,962,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $69,206,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $64,270,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $68,458,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $64,856,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $68,013,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $66,169,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $64,433,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $67,655,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $65,177,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $69,175,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $65,601,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $70,699,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $66,643,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $72,220,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $67,916,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $73,809,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $69,332,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $75,431,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $70,768,000,000.

(3) General Science, Space, and Technology
(250):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $42,084,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $41,734,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $43,056,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $42,483,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $44,011,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $43,166,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $44,881,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $43,781,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $45,834,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $44,611,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $46,835,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $45,450,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $47,840,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $46,405,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $48,853,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $47,377,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $49,907,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $48,391,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $50,997,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $49,436,000,000.

(4) Energy (270):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $39,842,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $37,587,000,000.
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Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $40,172,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $44,518,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $43,579,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $52,928,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $44,493,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $52,542,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $45,633,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $51,237,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $44,014,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $47,297,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $45,460,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $46,521,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $50,176,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $48,864,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $35,184,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $34,040,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $27,122,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $26,021,000,000.

(6) Natural Resources and Environment
(300):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $88,219,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $90,074,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $89,760,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $90,428,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $83,830,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $91,282,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $85,498,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $91,754,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $87,319,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $92,172,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $88,970,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $92,442,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $91,016,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $92,640,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $92,975,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $91,686,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $95,254,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $93,640,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $97,211,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $94,831,000,000.

(6) Agriculture (350):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $58,457,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $41,846,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $59,875,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $58,018,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $64,092,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $61,792,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $66,014,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $64,140,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $66,999,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $63,775,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $65,213,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $62,065,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $65,516,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $62,226,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $66,979,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $63,432,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $68,738,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $64,825,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:
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(A) New budget authority, $70,130,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $66,347,000,000.

(7) Commerce and Housing Credit (370):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $12,477,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$18,175,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $33,817,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$207,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $29,807,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $8,387,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$55,092,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$64,213,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $27,308,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $17,149,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $27,501,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $14,043,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $27,776,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $9,486,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $28,233,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $6,788,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $22,118,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$2,412,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $31,836,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $4,308,000,000.

(8) Transportation (400):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $173,158,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $144,771,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $176,249,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $154,625,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $178,411,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $162,925,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $180,607,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $171,610,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $182,610,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $175,967,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $179,144,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $174,442,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $181,099,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $178,314,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $189,966,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $187,367,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $192,692,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $191,213,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $195,495,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $194,754,000,000.

(9) Community and Regional Development
(450):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $87,762,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $78,752,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $89,366,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $69,845,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $91,267,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $74,426,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $92,897,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $75,604,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $94,812,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $77,850,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $96,811,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $82,903,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $98,774,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $86,364,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:
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(A) New budget authority, $100,621,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $88,685,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $102,711,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $90,723,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $104,818,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $93,005,000,000.

(10) Education, Training, Employment, and
Social Services (500):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $149,303,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $171,916,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $152,714,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $151,605,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $155,153,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $150,979,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $157,971,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $152,819,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $160,952,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $155,502,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $163,865,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $158,383,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $166,854,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $161,312,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $170,223,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $164,486,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $173,784,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $167,792,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $176,834,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $170,876,000,000.

(11) Health (550):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $945,070,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $961,180,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $992,460,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $976,705,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $1,021,428,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,021,884,000,000.
Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $1,056,522,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,053,318,000,000.
Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $1,099,999,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,095,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $1,144,066,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,133,456,000,000.
Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,177,723,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,176,648,000,000.
Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,228,051,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,218,203,000,000.
Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,278,134,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,267,299,000,000.
Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,311,280,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,300,233,000,000.

(12) Medicare (570):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $950,891,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $950,641,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $1,007,431,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,009,161,000,000.
Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $1,067,229,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,066,832,000,000.
Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $1,210,420,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,208,952,000,000.
Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $1,126,357,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,125,928,000,000.
Fiscal year 2030:
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(A) New budget authority, $1,276,602,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,276,291,000,000.
Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,358,554,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,358,476,000,000.
Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,445,982,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,445,966,000,000.
Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,664,590,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,664,595,000,000.
Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,667,328,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,667,321,000,000.

(13) Income Security (600):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $712,446,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $709,132,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $702,007,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $699,086,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $703,592,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $698,238,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $722,280,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $721,948,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $724,420,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $710,279,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $743,824,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $735,068,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $757,021,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $747,723,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $775,456,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $765,416,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $796,775,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $793,408,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $805,597,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $795,238,000,000.

(14) Social Security (650):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $67,259,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $67,259,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $81,690,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $81,690,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $89,447,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $89,447,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $94,419,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $94,419,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $100,138,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $100,138,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $106,208,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $106,208,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $112,114,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $112,114,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $118,485,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $118,485,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $125,325,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $125,325,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $132,539,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $132,539,000,000.

(15) Veterans Benefits and Services (700):
Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $361,349,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $357,760,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $382,625,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $378,862,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $404,665,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $401,379,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $427,402,000,000.
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(B) Outlays, $444,309,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $447,832,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $422,387,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $466,693,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $461,795,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $486,796,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $481,715,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $507,269,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $502,734,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $528,816,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $548,814,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $550,747,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $547,878,000,000.

(16) Administration of Justice (750):
Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $83,111,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $85,235,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $90,002,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $87,682,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $89,047,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $87,256,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $91,066,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $89,499,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $93,553,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $91,849,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $96,019,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $94,292,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $98,328,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $96,277,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $105,979,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $103,293,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $108,710,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $105,827,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $111,020,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $108,460,000,000.

(17) General Government (800):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $10,089,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,960,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $30,678,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $38,289,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $32,078,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $38,267,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $33,007,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,965,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $33,784,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,804,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $34,628,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,998,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $35,261,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,038,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $36,204,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $36,321,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $36,975,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $36,772,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $37,697,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $37,281,000,000.

(18) Net Interest (900):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $1,027,694,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,027,694,000,000.
Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $1,090,880,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $1,090,880,000,000.
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Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $1,160,719,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,160,719,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $1,250,257,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,250,257,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $1,328,362,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,328,362,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $1,399,636,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,399,636,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $1,475,634,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,475,634,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $1,551,786,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,551,786,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $1,619,496,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,619,496,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $1,693,863,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $1,693,863,000,000.

(19) Allowances (920):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, $0.

(B) Outlays, $0.

(20) Government-Wide Savings (930):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, -$120,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$120,000,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, -$299,849,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$179,763,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, -$375,694,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$231,910,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$384,958,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$263,939,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, -$393,736,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$296,185,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, -$407,056,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$330,476,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, -$419,698,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$357,567,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, -$431,652,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$381,290,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, -$445,094,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$402,008,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, -$460,001,000,000.
(B) Outlays, -$420,590,000,000.

(21) Undistributed Offsetting Receipts (950):
Fiscal year 2025:
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(A) New budget authority, -$127,603,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$127,603,000,000.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, -$135,110,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$135,110,000,000.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, -$137,883,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$137,883,000,000.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$141,145,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$141,165,000,000.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, -$145,400,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$145,407,000,000.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, -$149,582,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$149,581,000,000.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, -$154,014,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$154,013,000,000.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, -$160,114,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$160,113,000,000.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, -$166,102,000,000.

(B) Outlays, -$166,101,000,000.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, -$171,015,000,000.

(B) Outlays,-$171,014,000,000.

(22) Across-the-Board Adjustment (990):

Fiscal year 2025:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2026:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2027:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2028:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2029:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2030:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2031:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2032:

(A) New budget authority, -$4,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2033:

(A) New budget authority, -$5,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

Fiscal year 2034:

(A) New budget authority, -$5,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $0.

TITLE II—RECONCILIATION AND
RELATED MATTERS
SEC. 2001. RECONCILIATION IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

(a) SUBMISSIONS.—Not later than March 27,
2025, the committees named in subsection (b)
and subsection (c) shall submit their rec-
ommendations on changes in laws within
their jurisdictions to the Committee on the
Budget of the House of Representatives to
carry out this section.

(b) INSTRUCTIONS.—

(1) COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE.—The Com-
mittee on Agriculture shall submit changes
in laws within its jurisdiction to reduce the
deficit by not less than $230,000,000,000 for the
period of fiscal years 2025 through 2034.

(2) COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES.—The
Committee on Armed Services shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that
increase the deficit by not more than
$100,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(3) COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND WORK-
FORCE.—The Committee on Education and
Workforce shall submit changes in laws
within its jurisdiction to reduce the deficit
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by not less than $330,000,000,000 for the period
of fiscal years 2025 through 2034.

(4) COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE.—
The Committee on Energy and Commerce
shall submit changes in laws within its juris-
diction to reduce the deficit by not less than
$880,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(5) COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES.—The
Committee on Financial Services shall sub-
mit changes in laws within its jurisdiction to
reduce the deficit by not less than
$1,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(6) COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY.—
The Committee on Homeland Security shall
submit changes in laws within its jurisdic-
tion that increase the deficit by not more
than $90,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal
years 2025 through 2034.

(7) COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.—The
Committee on the Judiciary shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that
increase the deficit by not more than
$110,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(8) COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES.—
The Committee on Natural Resources shall
submit changes in laws within its jurisdic-
tion to reduce the deficit by not less than
$1,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(9) COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERN-
MENT REFORM.—The Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction to re-
duce the deficit by not less than
$50,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(10) COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—The Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction to re-
duce the deficit by not less than
$10,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(11) COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS.—The
Committee on Ways and Means shall submit
changes in laws within its jurisdiction that
increase the deficit by not more than
$4,500,000,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2025 through 2034.

(¢) INCREASE IN STATUTORY DEBT LIMIT.—
The Committee on Ways and Means shall
submit changes in laws within its jurisdic-
tion that increase the statutory debt limit
by $4,000,000,000,000.

TITLE III—RESERVE FUND AND DEFICIT
REDUCTION ADJUSTMENT

SEC. 3001. RESERVE FUND FOR RECONCILIATION
LEGISLATION IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the House of Rep-
resentatives, the chair of the Committee on
the Budget may revise the allocations of a
committee or committees, aggregates, and
other appropriate levels in this resolution
for any bill or joint resolution considered
pursuant to section 2001 containing the rec-
ommendations of one or more committees,
or for one or more amendments to, a con-
ference report on, or an amendment between
the Houses in relation to such a bill or joint
resolution, by the amounts necessary to ac-
commodate the budgetary effects of the leg-
islation, if the budgetary effects of the legis-
lation comply with the reconciliation in-
structions under this concurrent resolution.

(b) DETERMINATION OF COMPLIANCE.—For
purposes of this section, compliance with the
reconciliation instructions under this con-
current resolution shall be determined by
the chair of the Committee on the Budget of
the House of Representatives.
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SEC. 3002. ADJUSTMENT FOR SPENDING CUTS OF
AT LEAST $2 TRILLION.

(a) ADJUSTMENT IF DEFICIT REDUCTION TAR-
GET NOT ACHIEVED.—If one or more commit-
tees of the House of Representatives submit
reconciliation recommendations pursuant to
paragraphs (1), (3), (4), (), (8), (9), or (10) of
section 2001(b) and such recommendations do
not, in total, achieve at least
$2,000,000,000,000 in net deficit reduction over
the period of fiscal years 2025 through 2034,
the chair of the Committee on the Budget of
the House shall reduce—

(1) the $4,500,000,000,000 reconciliation in-
struction for the Committee on Ways and
Means under section 2001(b)(11);

(2) the allocations to the Committee on
Ways and Means under section 302(a) of the
Congressional Budget and Impoundment
Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(a));

(3) the aggregates of budget authority, out-
lays, and revenues; and

(4) any other appropriate level in this con-
current resolution,
by an amount equal to the difference be-
tween $2,000,000,000,000 and the total dollar
amount of such recommendations.

(b) ADJUSTMENT IF DEFICIT REDUCTION TAR-
GET EXCEEDED.—If one or more committees
of the House of Representatives submit rec-
onciliation recommendations pursuant to
paragraphs (1), (3), (4), (5), (8), (9), or (10) of
section 2001(b) and such recommendations, in
total, achieve at least $2,000,000,000,000 in net
deficit reduction over the period of fiscal
years 2025 through 2034, the chair of the Com-
mittee on the Budget of the House shall in-
crease the levels described in paragraphs (1)
through (4) of subsection (a) by an amount
equal to the difference between the total dol-
lar amount of such recommendations and
$2,000,000,000,000.

(¢) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR ADJUST-
MENT.—No adjustment may be made under
subsection (a) or subsection (b) unless the
chair of the Committee on the Budget of the
House, using cost estimates provided by the
Congressional Budget Office and the Joint
Committee on Taxation (as appropriate),
certifies in writing that the applicable rec-
onciliation recommendations—

(1) with respect to subsection (a), do not
achieve net deficit reduction of at least
$2,000,000,000,000 over the period of fiscal
years 2025 through 2034; or

(2) with respect to subsection (b), achieve
net deficit reduction of at least
$2,000,000,000,000 over the period of such fiscal
years.

(d) RECONCILIATION INSTRUCTION FOR WAYS
AND MEANS.—The dollar amount resulting
from any adjustment made under this sec-
tion to the reconciliation instruction for the
Committee on Ways and Means under para-
graph (11) of section 2001(b) shall be sub-
stituted for ‘‘$4,500,000,000,000"" in such sec-
tion and shall be deemed the reconciliation
instructions for such Committee under such
section. Any recommendations on changes in
law within the jurisdiction of the Committee
shall be consistent with the goals of this
concurrent resolution, including with re-
spect to spending reduction, tax policy
changes, reforms, or other measures deemed
appropriate by the chair of the Committee
on the Budget of the House.

(e) CONSISTENCY WITH THE RESOLUTION.—
Any reconciliation recommendations receiv-
ing an allocation adjustment under this sec-
tion shall not be considered in violation of
the budgetary levels established by this con-
current resolution.

TITLE IV—POLICY STATEMENTS

SEC. 4001. POLICY STATEMENT ON ECONOMIC
GROWTH.
(a) FINDINGS.—The House finds the fol-
lowing:
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(1) The rate of economic growth has a sig-
nificant impact on budget deficits. When the
rate of gross domestic product (GDP) in-
creases, projected revenue grows with it and
deficits decline. Conversely, slower GDP
growth can lead to lagging revenues and
mounting deficits.

(2) Federal policies affect the economy’s
potential to grow and impact economic per-
formance, influencing budgetary outcomes.
Consequently, fiscally responsible policies
that improve the economy’s long-term
growth prospects help reduce the size of
budget deficits over a given period.

(3) The free market, where individuals pur-
sue their own self-interests, has been respon-
sible for greater advancements in quality of
life and generation of wealth than any other
form of economic system. Federal policies
designed to grow the economy should thus
allow market forces to operate unhindered
rather than pick ‘‘winners’ and ‘‘losers’.

(b) PoLICY ON ECONOMIC GROWTH.—It is the
policy of this concurrent resolution to pur-
sue policies that embrace the free market
and promote economic growth policies that—

(1) reduce Federal spending;

(2) expand American energy production;

(3) lower taxes that discourage work, sav-
ings, and investment;

(4) deregulate the economy and enact re-
forms to diminish bureaucratic red tape; and

(5) eliminate barriers to work so more
Americans enter (or reenter) the job market.
SEC. 4002. POLICY STATEMENT ON MANDATORY

SPENDING REDUCTION.

(a) FINDINGS.—The House finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The United States faces a significant
debt crisis, with the national debt currently
exceeding $36 trillion, or 123 percent of GDP.

(2) Since 2019, mandatory spending has in-
creased by 59 percent.

(3) This debt poses a significant risk to the
country’s long-term fiscal sustainability,
with implications for future generations.

(4) Mandatory spending currently accounts
for over 70 percent of the entire Federal
budget.

(5) The deficit for fiscal year 2025 is pro-
jected to be $1.9 trillion, or 6.2 percent of
GDP.

(6) This fiscal year, net interest will total
$952 billion, or 3.2 percent of GDP.

(b) POLICY ON MANDATORY SPENDING REDUC-
TION.—It is the goal of this concurrent reso-
lution to reduce mandatory spending by $2
trillion over the budget window. If the com-
bined deficit reduction provided by author-
izing committees is below this target, it is
the policy of the Committee on the Budget of
the House that the instruction provided to
the Committee on Ways and Means of the
House should be reduced by a commensurate
amount to offset the difference.

SEC. 4003. POLICY STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT
DEREGULATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—The House finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Regulations throughout the Federal
Government have been a major issue for dec-
ades, continuously growing while negatively
impacting the nation’s economic and fiscal
standing.

(2) Overregulation has consistently hurt
small businesses, strangled domestic energy
production, weakened labor market condi-
tions, and expanded government overreach
and costs on taxpayers.

(3) Real (inflation-adjusted) spending on
regulatory agencies has increased exponen-
tially since 1960. The total number of pages
in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) has
increased from 22,877 pages in 1960 to nearly
200,000 today. When compared to 1950, the
CFR contained only 9,745 pages in 1950, mak-
ing the size of the CFR today 95% larger
than it was in 1950.
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(b) POLICY STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT DE-
REGULATION.—It is the policy of this concur-
rent resolution—

(1) that Congress continues to examine
ways to relieve the burdens of overregulation
throughout the Federal Government;

(2) that Congress is ready to promote ini-
tiatives that will reduce government bu-
reaucracy, enhance Federalism, and increase
economic prosperity through deregulation;

(3) to not only reduce burdensome, costly
regulations, but to also reassert the role of
Congress; and

(4) to enact legislation through reconcili-
ation that strengthens Congress, scales back
Federal regulations, limits future bureau-
cratic red tape, and unleashes economic
growth, such as the Regulations from the
Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act.

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 5001. ENFORCEMENT FILING IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

In the House of Representatives, if a con-
current resolution on the budget for fiscal
year 2025 is adopted without the appoint-
ment of a committee of conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses with re-
spect to this concurrent resolution on the
budget, for the purpose of enforcing the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 621 et
seq.) and applicable rules and requirements
set forth in the concurrent resolution on the
budget, the allocations provided for in this
section shall apply in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the same manner as if such
allocations were in a joint explanatory state-
ment accompanying a conference report on
the budget for fiscal year 2025. The chair of
the Committee on the Budget of the House of
Representatives shall submit a statement for
publication in the Congressional Record con-
taining—

(1) for the Committee on Appropriations,
committee allocations for fiscal year 2025
consistent with title I for the purpose of en-
forcing section 302 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 633); and

(2) for all committees other than the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, committee alloca-
tions consistent with title I for fiscal year
2025 and for the period of fiscal years 2025
through 2034 for the purpose of enforcing sec-
tion 302 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 (2 U.S.C. 633).

SEC. 5002. BUDGETARY TREATMENT OF ADMINIS-
TRATIVE EXPENSES IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the House of Rep-
resentatives, notwithstanding section
302(a)(1) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(a)(1)), section 13301 of the
Budget Enforcement Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 632
note), and section 2009a of title 39, United
States Code, the report or the joint explana-
tory statement accompanying this concur-
rent resolution on the budget or the state-
ment filed pursuant to section 5001, as appli-
cable, shall include in an allocation under
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(a)) to the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives amounts for the discretionary admin-
istrative expenses of the Social Security Ad-
ministration and the United States Postal
Service.

(b) SPECIAL RULE.—In the House of Rep-
resentatives, for purposes of enforcing sec-
tion 302(f) of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 (2 U.S.C. 633(f)), estimates of the level of
total new budget authority and total outlays
provided by a measure shall include any dis-
cretionary amounts described in subsection
(a).
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APPLICATION AND EFFECT OF
CHANGES IN ALLOCATIONS, AGGRE-
GATES, AND OTHER BUDGETARY
LEVELS.

(a) APPLICATION.—Any adjustments of allo-
cations, aggregates, and other budgetary lev-
els made pursuant to this concurrent resolu-
tion shall—

(1) apply while that measure is under con-
sideration;

(2) take effect upon the enactment of that
measure; and

(3) be published in the Congressional
Record as soon as practicable.

(b) EFFECT OF CHANGED ALLOCATIONS, AG-
GREGATES, AND OTHER BUDGETARY LEVELS.—
Revised allocations, aggregates, and other
budgetary levels resulting from these adjust-
ments shall be considered for the purposes of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 621 et seq.) as the allocations, aggre-
gates, and other budgetary levels contained
in this concurrent resolution.

(¢) BUDGET COMMITTEE DETERMINATIONS.—
For purposes of this concurrent resolution,
the levels of new budget authority, outlays,
direct spending, new entitlement authority,
revenues, deficits, and surpluses for a fiscal
year or period of fiscal years shall be deter-
mined on the basis of estimates made by the
chair of the Committee on the Budget of the
applicable House of Congress.

(d) AGGREGATES, ALLOCATIONS AND APPLI-
CATION.—In the House of Representatives, for
purposes of this concurrent resolution and
budget enforcement, the consideration of
any bill or joint resolution, or amendment
thereto or conference report thereon, for
which the chair of the Committee on the
Budget makes adjustments or revisions in
the allocations, aggregates, and other budg-
etary levels of this concurrent resolution
shall not be subject to the point of order set
forth in clause 10 of rule XXI of the Rules of
the House of Representatives.

SEC. 5004. ADJUSTMENTS TO REFLECT CHANGES
IN CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS IN
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

In the House of Representatives, the chair
of the Committee on the Budget may adjust
the appropriate aggregates, allocations, and
other budgetary levels in this concurrent
resolution for any change in budgetary con-
cepts and definitions consistent with section
251(b)(1) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C.
901(b)(1)).

SEC. 5005. ADJUSTMENT FOR CHANGES IN THE
BASELINE.

In the House of Representatives, the chair
of the Committee on the Budget may adjust
the allocations, aggregates, and other appro-
priate budgetary levels in this concurrent
resolution to reflect changes resulting from
the Congressional Budget Office’s updates to
its baseline for fiscal years 2025 through 2034.
SEC. 5006. EXERCISE OF RULEMAKING POWERS.

Congress adopts the provisions of this
title—

(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, respectively, and as such they shall be
considered as part of the rules of each House
or of that House to which they specifically
apply, and such rules shall supersede other
rules only to the extent that they are incon-
sistent with such other rules; and

(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either the Senate or the
House of Representatives to change those
rules (insofar as they relate to that House)
at any time, in the same manner, and to the
same extent as is the case of any other rule
of the Senate or House of Representatives.

The Acting CHAIR. Under the rule,
the committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.

SEC. 5003.

WOMACK) having assumed the chair,
Mr. SIMPSON, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government
for fiscal year 2025 and setting forth
the appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal years 2026 through 2034, and, pur-
suant to House Resolution 161, he re-
ported the concurrent resolution, as
amended by that resolution, back to
the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX,
further consideration of H. Con. Res. 14
is postponed.

————
0 1815

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 788;

Adoption of H. Con. Res. 14; and

The motion to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 804.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

—————

DOE AND SBA RESEARCH ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 788) to provide for Depart-
ment of Energy and Small Business Ad-
ministration joint research and devel-
opment activities, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 427, nays 3,
not voting 3, as follows:

[Roll No. 48]

YEAS—427
Adams Barr Bilirakis
Aderholt Barragan Bishop
Aguilar Barrett Boebert
Alford Baumgartner Bonamici
Allen Bean (FL) Bost
Amo Beatty Boyle (PA)
Amodei (NV) Begich Brecheen
Ansari Bell Bresnahan
Arrington Bentz Brown
Auchincloss Bera Brownley
Babin Bergman Buchanan
Bacon Beyer Budzinski
Baird Bice Burchett
Balderson Biggs (AZ) Burlison
Balint Biggs (SC) Bynum
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Calvert
Cammack
Carbajal
Carey
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Dexter
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Elfreth
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Estes
Evans (CO)
Evans (PA)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fields
Figures
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Fong
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Friedman
Frost
Fry
Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gill (TX)

Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Goldman (TX)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden
Goodlander
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves

Gray

Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Ivey

Jack
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Kennedy (UT)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Latta

Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow

Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
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Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McCaul
McClain
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (TA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Olszewski
Omar
Onder
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon
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Schakowsky Steil Underwood
Schmidt Steube Valadao
Schneider Stevens Van Drew
Scholten Strickland Van Duyne
Schrier Strong Van Orden
Schweikert Stutzman Vargas
Scott (VA) Subramanyam Vasquez
Scott, Austin Suozzi Veasey
Scott, David Swalwell Velazquez
Self Sykes Vindman
Sessions Takano Wagner
Sewell Taylor Walberg
Sherman Tenney Wasserman
Sherrill Thanedar Schultz
Shreve Thompson (CA) Waters
Simon Thompson (MS) Watson Coleman
Simpson Thompson (PA) Weber (TX)
Smith (MO) Tiffany Webster (FL)
Smith (NE) Timmons Westerman
Smith (NJ) Titus Whitesides
Smith (WA) Tlaib Wied
Smucker Tokuda Williams (GA)
Sorensen Tonko Williams (TX)
Soto Torres (CA) Wilson (FL)
Spartz Torres (NY) Wilson (SC)
Stansbury Trahan Wittman
Stanton Tran Womack
Stauber Turner (OH) Yakym
Stefanik Turner (TX) Zinke
NAYS—3
MecClintock Perry Roy
NOT VOTING—3
Grijalva Mullin Pettersen
0 1924
Mr. PERRY changed his vote from

uyeaw to una,y.aa

Messrs. GOSAR, GREEN of Texas,
Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, and Mr. FIG-
URES changed their vote from ‘‘nay”’
to ‘“‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RURAL SMALL BUSINESS
RESILIENCE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the vote
on the motion to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 804) to require the
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration to improve access to
disaster assistance for individuals lo-
cated in rural areas, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 8,
not voting 10, as follows:

[Roll No. 49]

YEAS—415
Adams Auchincloss Baumgartner
Aderholt Babin Bean (FL)
Aguilar Bacon Beatty
Alford Baird Begich
Allen Balderson Bell
Amo Balint Bentz
Amodei (NV) Barr Bera
Ansari Barragan Bergman
Arrington Barrett Beyer

Bice
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Bishop
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle (PA)
Bresnahan
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Budzinski
Burchett
Bynum
Calvert
Cammack
Carbajal
Carey
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Collins
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Dexter
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Elfreth
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Estes
Evans (CO)
Evans (PA)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fields
Figures
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Fong
Foster

Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Friedman
Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garela (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Goldman (TX)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden
Goodlander
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves

Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Ivey

Jack
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kean
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Kennedy (UT)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Latta

Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)

Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McCaul
McClain
McClain Delaney
McClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Olszewski
Omar
Onder
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz
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Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schmidt
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Shreve
Simon
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto

Biggs (AZ)
Brecheen
Burlison

Cole

Gonzales, Tony
Green (TN)
Grijalva
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Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Stefanik

Steil

Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Stutzman
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes

Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus

Tlaib

Tokuda
Tonko

Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan

Tran

NAYS—8

Gill (TX)
Norman
Perry

Turner (OH)
Turner (TX)
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Whitesides
Wied
Williams (GA)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Roy
Self

NOT VOTING—10

Issa
Kaptur
Luna
Mullin

O 1938

Rogers (AL)
Spartz

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

CONCURRENT

———

RESOLUTION

ON

THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR

2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
proceedings on the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 14) establishing the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2025
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034, will now resume.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on adoption of the concur-
rent resolution.

Under clause 10 of rule XX, the yeas
and nays are ordered.

This is a 15-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays
215, not voting 1, as follows:

[Roll No. 50]

YEAS—217
Aderholt Barrett Boebert
Alford Baumgartner Bost
Allen Bean (FL) Brecheen
Amodei (NV) Begich Bresnahan
Arrington Bentz Buchanan
Babin Bergman Burchett
Bacon Bice Burlison
Baird Biggs (AZ) Calvert
Balderson Biggs (SC) Cammack
Barr Bilirakis Carey
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Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud

Clyde

Cole

Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Evans (CO)
Ezell

Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)
Gimenez
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar
Graves
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn

Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Mackenzie
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann

Mast
McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Murphy

NAYS—215

Cohen
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
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Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Onder
Owens
Palmer
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen

Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna

Krishnamoorthi Neal Smith (WA)
Landsman Neguse Sorensen
Larsen (WA) Norcross Soto
Larson (CT) Ocasio-Cortez Stansbury
Latimer Olszewski Stanton
Lee (NV) Omar Stevens
Lee (PA) Pallone Strickland
Leger Fernandez Panetta Subramanyam
Levin Pappas Suozzi
Liccardo Pelosi
Lieu Perez Swalwell
Lofgren Peters Sykes
Lynch Pettersen Takano
Magaziner Pingree Thanedar
Mannion Pocan Thompson (CA)
Massie Pou Thompson (MS)
Matsui Pressley Titus
McBath Quigley Tlaib
McBride Ramirez Tokuda
McClain Delaney Randall Tonko
McClellan Raskin Torres (CA)
McCollum Riley (NY) Torres (NY)
McDonald Rivet  Rivas Trahan
McGarvey Ross Tran
McGovern Ruiz Turner (TX)
Meclver Ryan Underwood
Meeks Salinas Vargas
Menendez Sanchez v

asquez
Meng Scanlon Vease
Mfume Schakowsky Sey
Min Schneider Velazquez
Moore (WI) Scholten Vindman
Morelle Schrier Wasserman
Morrison Scott (VA) Schultz
Moskowitz Scott, David Waters
Moulton Sewell Watson Coleman
Mrvan Sherman Whitesides
Mullin Sherrill Williams (GA)
Nadler Simon Wilson (FL)

NOT VOTING—1
Grijalva
0 2019

Mr. YAKYM changed his vote from
unayw to uyea“a»

So the concurrent resolution was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
OFFICER ANDREW DUARTE

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, this past
Saturday, February 22, 2025, beautiful
York County, Pennsylvania, was shak-
en by a horrific act of violence.

Officer Andrew Duarte of the West
York Borough Police Department was
killed in the line of duty while respond-
ing to an active shooter at UPMC Me-
morial hospital at York, which also in-
cluded a hostage situation that wound-
ed five other individuals.

Officer Duarte demonstrated extraor-
dinary courage, with no regard for his
own personal safety, as he ran to the
sounds of the guns and as he put him-
self in harm’s way to protect others.
He paid the ultimate price to protect
the innocent.

This serves as yet another stark re-
minder of the selfless and tireless dedi-
cation of our law enforcement officers
who put their lives on the line each day
to keep us safe.

On Monday, I spoke to the chief,
Chief Millsaps, who told me that Offi-
cer Duarte’s last act, as he laid dying
and bleeding out, was to pull one of his
injured fellow officers to safety and be-
hind the line of fire. “Thank you’ will
never be enough.
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As we mourn this breathtaking loss,
we pray for Officer Duarte and extend
our deepest condolences to his family,
fellow officers, loved ones, and all who
were fortunate enough to have crossed
his path.

May his bravery remain at the fore-
front and his legacy endure. His dedica-
tion to duty, tireless service, and self-
less sacrifice set the standard by which
we should all be judged. Let us honor
him by remembering the immense
price of safety and peace.

May God bless Andrew.

At this time, I ask the House to ob-
serve a moment of silence.

———

RECOGNIZING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Public
Schools Week.

Approximately 9 out of 10 American
students receive their education from a
public school. Our public school sys-
tem, envisioned by our Founding Fa-
thers, is meant to give every child, re-
gardless of ZIP Code, background, or
ability, access to a quality education.

These schools provide knowledge and
skills that allow our young people to
thrive and contribute to our commu-
nities.

As a senior member of the Education
and Workforce Committee, a former
school board member, and having at-
tended public schools growing up, I un-
derstand the vital role our school sys-
tem plays in the success of not only
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
but also our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, as part of Public
Schools Week, I also want to acknowl-
edge and recognize the tireless efforts
of educators and staff who work each
day to inspire and to support our stu-
dents.

Every child deserves access to a high-
quality education which helps foster
growth and encourages students to
achieve their great potential.

———
O 2030
HONORING RONELLE MUSTIN

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
during Black History Month, I rise
today to honor Ronelle Mustin, a fear-
less champion for justice whose activ-
ism has shaped movements and trans-
formed communities.

Ronelle was a founding force behind
the first organization to demand sanc-
tions against South Africa’s apartheid
regime.

In 1979, as co-chair of the Chicago
Peace Council, he fought to curb exces-
sive U.S. military spending and redi-
rect resources to those in need.
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Ronelle’s impact runs deep in Chi-
cago. As a key architect of the 22nd
Ward Independent Political Organiza-
tion, Ronelle helped pave the way for
Harold Washington’s historic election
as the city’s first Black mayor in 1983.

For decades, he has been a relentless
advocate for equity, justice, and true
representation. His work has empow-
ered countless voices and strengthened
our democracy.

Mr. Speaker, Ronelle’s legacy is one
of courage and conviction. I thank him
for his unwavering dedication to jus-
tice and for his friendship.

——————

500 DAYS SINCE OCTOBER 7
ATTACK

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the many families still griev-
ing from the heinous assault that
claimed 1,200 innocent lives on October
7, 2023.

Last Monday marked 500 days since
Hamas  terrorists perpetrated the
unprovoked and truly evil attack. It
was the deadliest assault on Israel and
the Jewish community since the Holo-
caust.

I commend President Trump and
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu for
their efforts to secure the recent cease-
fire agreement. Because of their col-
laboration, we are seeing some of the
240 hostages being released, including
Americans.

I urge my colleagues to keep the
events of that horrific day top of mind.
It is imperative that the United States
show unwavering support for Israel and
the Jewish community so that Hamas
terrorists or any other bad actors
never attempt another attack on our
closest ally in the Middle East, Israel.

——
IT IS TIME TO LOWER COSTS

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask: When are prices going
down?

I was told that this would be priority
number one for this administration and
Speaker MIKE JOHNSON, but I have yet
to have a chance to vote on a single
piece of legislation that actually low-
ers costs.

I am hearing from my constituents
over and over and over and over and
over again that their grocery bills are
too high, that they can’t afford to buy
a home, and that their paycheck just
doesn’t go as far as it used to.

We need to be doing more to help
families get by instead of focusing on
petty partisan politics. I have said over
and over again my focus is lower costs,
more jobs, and a better quality of life
for Oregonians and that I will work
with anyone to get that done. I am pur-
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suing all of that by co-leading bipar-
tisan legislation to help rural small
businesses, by advocating for funding
for my district, and by actually listen-
ing to my constituents. It is time for
others to do the same.

HONORING DIANA TAURASI

(Mr. STANTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, today is
bittersweet. Diana Taurasi of the Phoe-
nix Mercury announced her retirement.

DT is the greatest professional ath-
lete in Arizona sports history—fight
me on that one—with three NCAA
championships, three WNBA champion-
ships, and six Olympic Gold Medals and
as the WNBA’s all-time leading scorer.
There is a reason when I was mayor I
named the street in front of the arena
Taurasi Way.

A world-class and hilarious trash-
talker on the court, she could have
been a professional comedian. She
lights up every room that she is in,
constantly uplifting others. Brittney
Griner could not have asked for a more
loyal friend during her detainment in
Russia.

I had a courtside seat to her entire
21-year career in Phoenix. I saw her
grow as a basketball player and as a
tremendous leader in our community.

My son, Trevor, grew up idolizing
Diana Taurasi. He wanted to be her
when he grew up, but one day, I had to
tell him: Son, you can’t grow up to be
Diana Taurasi. Her jump shot is just
too darn good.

Dee, on behalf of a grateful city, God-
speed on your retirement.

———

HONORING GERALDINE THOMPSON

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise with a heavy heart to honor the
loss of a giant, Florida State Senator
Geraldine Thompson. She was a trail-
blazer, historian, and fierce advocate
who worked every day to uplift Florid-
ians, ensuring that nobody was left be-
hind.

For nearly 20 years in the Florida
Legislature, she broke barriers and cre-
ated opportunities, especially for Black
communities and those often over-
looked.

Senator Thompson was unapologetic,
courageous, and a force for good like
no other. She paved the way for people
like me to be in a job like this. She be-
lieved in the promise of this country
and fought to make it a reality for ev-
erybody.

Senator Thompson’s contributions to
Florida and really to this country will
never be forgotten, and her spirit will
live on in the work she championed and
in all of us who she inspired.

May she rest in power. Thank you so
much, Senator Thompson.
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AANHPI HISTORY AND BLACK
HISTORY BONDED TOGETHER

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, Black
history has shaped our country, and I
am proud to celebrate Black History
Month with my Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus colleagues.

The coalition of Asian American, Na-
tive Hawaiian, Pacific Islanders, and
Black Americans has worked hand-in-
hand for generations to advance racial
equality. That coalition was on full
display during Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s historic march from Selma to
Montgomery in 1965 when he wore a lei
gifted to him by Reverend Abraham
Akaka of Hawaii.

It existed even on the battlefield.
Senator Daniel Inouye was a proud and
decorated member of the legendary
442nd Infantry Regiment. He recalled
how he sustained injuries in combat,
which resulted in the loss of his arm,
and that it was soldiers from the 92nd
Division, a segregated African-Amer-
ican unit, who provided him with the
blood for the 17 transfusions that kept
him alive.

AANHPI history and Black history
are inextricably tied together and, in
the case of Senator Inouye, a blood
bond uniting our two communities to-
gether.

———

HONORING CIVIL RIGHTS ICON
BARBARA ROSE JOHNS

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today as we honor February as
Black History Month.

I think of the students at Waterford’s
Second Street School in my district, a
one-room schoolhouse established 2
years after the end of the Civil War
where kids studied under segregation.

I think of Barbara Rose Johns, a civil
rights icon from Virginia. Barbara’s
high school was dilapidated and over-
crowded. At just 16, she led her class-
mates in a walkout, inspiring the Vir-
ginia NAACP to sue for integration.
The walkout sparked one of five cases
reviewed by the Supreme Court in the
landmark Brown v. Board of Education
decision.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that
Barbara Johns will soon have a statue
just steps from this Chamber, alongside
George Washington, representing the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

As a country, we have come a long
way since Barbara Rose Johns’ high
school was integrated, but we can’t let
our country slide back.

We will continue to fight and honor
the work and legacies of Barbara Johns
and all who fought for a more perfect
Union.
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CELEBRATING ALLYSHIP OF
BLACK AND AAPI COMMUNITY

(Ms. STRICKLAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, I
have the distinct honor of being the
only Black and Korean person serving
in the U.S. House of Representatives.

As I stand with my colleagues from
CAPAC in recognition of Black History
Month, I celebrate the long history and
importance of allyship in the Black
and AAPI community.

From when Frederick Douglass de-
nounced the Chinese Exclusion Act in
1869 to Jesse Jackson taking a stand
and taking time away from his Presi-
dential campaign to protest the murder
of Vincent Chin to when AAPI groups
stood with the Black community after
the murder of George Floyd, today we
continue that fight.

As the Republican majority seeks to
cut Medicaid, which 11 million Black
and 4.5 million AAPI Americans rely
on, we know that we have a lot in com-
mon, and when we work together, we
can be powerful and strong and use our
voices.

On cutting SNAP food assistance, 30
percent of recipients are Black or
AAPI. We must continue to stand to-
gether to use our voices, to use our po-
litical power, and to show up.

As this administration seeks to at-
tack the civil rights that our ancestors
fought for, we must let everyone know
that the Black experience and the
Asian American experience are indeed
the American experience.

————————

COMMEMORATING THE HOLIDAY
BOWL

(Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, there is a longstanding allyship be-
tween the Black and Asian commu-
nities in L.A. exemplified by the Holi-
day Bowl, once located in the heart of
my district.

Founded by five Japanese Americans
in 1957, the Holiday Bowl served every-
one but had a particularly significant
impact on the growing Black commu-
nity in the historic Crenshaw Corridor.

Both the Japanese and Black commu-
nities in L.A. were targets of redlining
and racial discrimination from the gov-
ernment and banks, which left them
with few places to settle. While Japa-
nese Americans worked to recover from
the unjust internment camps and post-
war discrimination, Black Americans
continued to fight against racial seg-
regation and voter suppression.

The Holiday Bowl provided a space to
come together as Angelenos, offering
residents of Crenshaw a safe space for
entertainment, healing, and protec-
tion.

This solidarity was tested during the
1992 L.A. riots, which erupted following
the horrific beating and arrest of Rod-
ney King.
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At a time when racial tensions domi-
nated our city, and much of South Cen-
tral was engulfed in flames, the Holi-
day Bowl stood as a beacon of light
amid the destruction. Not only did the
Holiday Bowl emerge unscathed from
the riots, but people actually gathered
to bowl on the night the riots broke
out.

Although the bowling alley closed in
2000 and was eventually demolished, its
impact on our South L.A. community
will be felt for decades to come.

———

STANDING WITH CBC IN SHARED
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY AND JUS-
TICE

(Ms. MENG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, my Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American Cau-
cus and I are proud to honor Black His-
tory Month and stand with our Con-
gressional Black Caucus colleagues in
the shared fight for equality and jus-
tice.

There is a long and storied history of
solidarity between the Black commu-
nity and the Asian American, Native
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander commu-
nities.

In the 19th century, Frederick Doug-
lass spoke out against the racist Chi-
nese Exclusion Act and used his voice
to advocate for Asian immigrants who
wanted to earn the right to become
U.S. citizens.

During the civil rights movement,
Asian American activists protested
alongside Black Americans in the fight
for equality.

The allyship between our two com-
munities remains critically important
in the face of a vicious campaign to
erase our stories, voices, and contribu-
tions to this Nation.

Make no mistake, we will fight tooth
and nail for our communities and stand
up to these attacks. We will not let
anyone tell us that our stories don’t
matter.

Our stories are American history,
and without us, our Nation would not
be where it is today.

————

FIGHTING FOR FAIRNESS AND OP-
PORTUNITY FOR EVERY AMER-
ICAN

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, House
Republicans just passed their budget
plan. Like many House Democrats, I
am clear-eyed about this plan and how
it will affect families in Westchester
and the Bronx. This budget is a direct
attack on the working and middle
class, all while handing more than $4.5
trillion in tax breaks to the wealthiest
in our society.

The cuts needed for these tax breaks
will mean over 196,000 residents in my
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district are at risk of losing Medicaid
coverage. This includes 73,000 children
and 27,000 seniors. This budget plan
also threatens 74,000 people who count
on SNAP to put food on the table.

Republicans have promised to lower
costs for everyday Americans, but this
budget won’t do that at all. Instead, it
will make life harder and more expen-
sive for constituents and Americans
across the country.

As this process moves forward, I will
join with Americans to fight for fair-
ness and opportunity for every Amer-
ican.

————
O 2045

BLACK HISTORY MONTH AND THE
ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE BLACK
AND ASIAN COMMUNITY

(Mr. SCOTT of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I join my colleagues in honoring Black
History Month and uplifting the con-
nection between the Black and Asian
community.

As a Member of Congress who is part
of both the Black and Asian commu-
nity and the Civil Rights Task Force
chair of CAPAC, I want to acknowledge
the long history of solidarity between
our two communities. For example,
American abolitionist Frederick Doug-
lass spoke out against the Chinese Ex-
clusion Act of 1869 in his Our Com-
posite Nation speech. Our communities
have shared struggles against systemic
racism during the civil rights move-
ment.

In the 1960s, for example, Japanese-
American civil rights activist, Yuri
Kochiyama, worked alongside Malcolm
X during the civil rights movement.

During Black History Month, we are
reminded that the civil rights and
Asian-American movements have al-
ways gone hand in hand in seeking jus-
tice against systemic racism.

As we celebrate our progress this
Black History Month and fight back
against the Trump administration, we
must remember that we cannot aban-
don our commitment to achieving ra-
cial equity for all people.

————

DISASTROUS REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Ms. PETTERSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with my newborn, Sam, who is
just 4 weeks old.

Unfortunately, I wasn’t given the op-
portunity to vote remotely after giving
birth. Nevertheless, I wasn’t going to
let that stop me from being here to
represent my constituents and vote
“no’”” on this disastrous Republican
budget proposal.

Republicans and Trump promised to
lower costs on day one, and instead
their priorities have been focused on
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ripping healthcare away from Kids,
seniors, moms, and others who need it
most. This is not going to save money.

It includes people like my mom who
work for hourly wages but are still un-
able to afford healthcare. When you
don’t have access to healthcare, Mr.
Speaker, you show up in the E.R. This
is going to place a huge burden on our
hospitals and, unfortunately, we will
have skyrocketing costs. Hospitals will
bear this burden.

It also slashes SNAP, taking food off
the plates for seniors, veterans, and
kids all to fund tax breaks for billion-
aires like Elon Musk while increasing
our national deficit by trillions of dol-
lars.

How can anyone show their face in
their district after voting ‘‘yes’” for
this?

————

REPUBLICAN BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KENNEDY of Utah). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 3, 2025,
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) is recognized for one-half
the time remaining until 10 p.m. as the
designee of the majority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to my good friend, the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON).

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for the
opportunity.

Under the Biden-Harris administra-
tion, America experienced wasteful
spending, harming families and de-
stroying jobs.

Tonight, in a very historic vote that
we just completed; in order to combat
those destructive impacts, House Re-
publicans have voted to establish the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for 2025 and set
forth the appropriate budgetary levels
for 2026 through 2034.

Introduced by the very capable House
Budget Committee Chairman JODEY
ARRINGTON, this bill will pave the way
for the passage of a single comprehen-
sive bill which will deliver on the agen-
da of President Donald Trump. Again,
it is Donald Trump promises made
promises kept.

This budget resolution provides a
framework for Congress to secure the
border, unleash American energy, pre-
vent the largest tax hike in history,
create jobs, and bring common sense
back to the government. Unnecessary
and wasteful government spending will
be eliminated, putting the American
people first.

I am grateful for the leadership of
Speaker MIKE JOHNSON working closely
with President Donald Trump for eco-
nomic opportunity in jobs for all Amer-
ican families.

The Trump tax cuts have been proven
to energize small businesses and to cre-
ate jobs across the United States. The
National Federation of Independent
Business, NFIB, has made a difference
in working with the administration for
this progress tonight.
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Additionally, large companies have
expanded in my home State of South
Carolina, anticipating the tax cuts
which provide for citizens to have more
money which they can use to improve
their lives.

In the district I represent, I am very
grateful that Michelin Tire Corpora-
tion of Lexington is the largest facility
in the world, and this facility is pro-
ducing tires for energy production
across North America. President
Trump has provided for an all-of-the-
above energy policy which will create
jobs.

It is also encouraging that Boeing
Aircraft Company in Charleston is dou-
bling its size. It has already been an-
nounced that there was the sale of $39
billion of 787-10 jets to Saudi, Arabia,
as Saudi Arabia is developing a new
airline, Riyadh Airways, which we
know will be successful for our friends
and allies of Saudi Arabia.

It is additionally encouraging, and I
am grateful, that we have BMW success
in South Carolina with the largest
BMW manufacturing facility in the
world along with Volvo in Summer-
ville. It makes South Carolina the
leading exporter of tires and auto-
mobiles of any State in the Union.

In addition to Michelin, we have Con-
tinental Tire, which is obviously Ger-
man. We are grateful for their invest-
ment in Bridgestone, which is very im-
portant, and Japanese investment in
the district I represent along with GITI
of Singapore.

So over and over we have invest-
ments that are being made because of,
I believe, significant anticipation of
the vote that just occurred tonight.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues
while the people of Ukraine continue to
successfully stop war criminal Putin
who is trying to resurrect the failed
Soviet Union, killing so many people
in Ukraine, additionally in Georgia,
and threatening the people of Moldova.
We know what war criminal Putin has
done to oppress the people of Belarus
and to address and try to disrupt the
elections in Romania and the Republic
of Georgia.

Open borders for dictators puts all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent as warned by the FBI. Presi-
dent Donald Trump is reinstituting ex-
isting laws which are successfully se-
curing our border to protect American
families with peace through strength.

Today also marks the 100th day of
the inspiring protest in Tbilisi, the
capital of the Republic of Georgia,
where the people are protesting the
rigged election that occurred on Octo-
ber 26 where war criminal Putin inter-
fered in the elections and provided for,
sadly, the institution of a new govern-
ment which is not legitimate.

The legitimate government of Geor-
gia led by President Salome
Zourabichvili is so important to recog-
nize as she courageously stands as a
patriot for the people of Georgia.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker,
first, is there a chance to get the
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amount of time that we are splitting so
we have a sense of the run time here?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 36%2 minutes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. If we are all
blessed, I won’t use it all.

Mr. Speaker, have you ever had a mo-
ment where the first words in your
head are: I am damned if I do and
damned if I don’t, but is there a
chance?

For a decade, I have been coming be-
hind this very microphone and walking
through demographics, debt, and the
deficit and trying to explain something
that the left doesn’t like and the right
doesn’t like, that almost 100 percent of
the growth of the deficit for the next
three decades is demographics.

We don’t like saying that because it
is harder to play the politics of blam-
ing each other. There have been dozens
of things said. That is just the nature
of it in regards to the reconciliation
budget resolution that was just passed.

I managed part of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee time, and my job
there as the chair of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee is I represent the
committee, and now I get to represent
myself.

I worry, but the opportunity is hav-
ing basically authorizing committees
do what is necessary to save our future.

Mr. Speaker, a little while ago you
saw a beautiful little baby here. Last
week, when we were here, I had my 2Va-
year-old that we have adopted with me.

Here are some basic pieces of math.
For my 2%-year-old, when he is 24, 25
years old, every U.S. tax rate has to
have been doubled, all of them, just to
maintain baseline services.

The whole presentation of walking
through what happens when you get a
moment to actually disrupt policy and
do things that are better, faster, and
cheaper—because I will argue the army
of lobbyists, basically the rent seekers,
if you remember your high school eco-
nomics, who are around us all, despise
the concept of reform. They despise the
concept of modernization. That is actu-
ally some of the basic things I want to
go over tonight, and I will try to do it
efficiently.

First off, I know I used this board a
little while ago, and I am sorry it is
handwritten. I broke the printer. It is
just simply making a point that for the
average American at the end of this
year, if we don’t fix the expiring provi-
sions, their taxes go up $2,853, and func-
tionally 62 percent of all taxpayers will
be subject to higher taxes.

Now, we actually have our friends on
the left basically saying: You are going
to give away to the millionaires and
billionaires. It is not the distributional
effect of 2017.

As a matter of fact, one of the great
trivia points—and I actually had some
fun with this one because it comes
from my progressive analysis from a
few years ago—is that after the 2017 tax
reform, the U.S. tax regime actually
became more progressive. There were
lower rates, but it meant the top-tier
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of taxpayers were paying more of the
Federal budget.

You walk through saying: Okay. Can
I show you? Well, you gave money to
corporations. Yes, but we can show you
that the vast majority of that actually
went to wages.

People forget many of the things we
did to force the repatriation back of
capital, intellectual property, expens-
ing, and R&D expensing. As a Repub-
lican, don’t ever tell anyone this: A
bunch of that was in the Obama budg-
et.

They were in many ways bipartisan
ideas from back then because we were
bleeding out productive capacity in
this country. We were transferring pro-
ductive capacity and our assets over-
seas because of our tax regime and the
ability to compete.

Now, it looks like the reality of
sounding like an idiot economist
around here doesn’t buy you a lot of
friends, Mr. Speaker. Yet, the fact of
the matter is the budget box that was
just offered is an opportunity to—Mr.
Speaker, forgive me, my asthma and
my lung infection are going a little
nuts right now—it is an opportunity to
stop our taxes from going up.

What I am actually more interested
in is what I believe are solemn prom-
ises I got from the leadership about
many of the things I have come behind
this microphone for a decade talking
about as to how we can adopt tech-
nology and how we can adopt models to
lower costs and yet cover our brothers
and sisters and give them more access
and more opportunity to be healthier,
because the way we deliver services as
a government is archaic.

Right now, Mr. Speaker, if you were
designing a system, you wouldn’t do it
this way. We are all terrified of wheth-
er it be the bureaucracy and their lob-
byists and their unions, you Kknow,
something the left has to deal with.
Many of the businesspeople that have
learned how to make money off these
programs are a problem. They come
marching into our offices all upset be-
cause we are going to change their
business model and make them com-
pete.

Guess what, Mr. Speaker. That might
be what we just accomplished in this
vote, which is less about fixing the ex-
piring tax provisions, which we are
going to do, but maybe it will also give
us that window where we can change
and improve the way we deliver these
services.
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I can’t figure out why this place is so
intellectually calcified that they are
terrified of changing it.

Mr. Speaker, let’s once again walk
through some of our basic math. This
is just a pie chart—yes, it is a pie
chart—yay, we love pie charts—for the
estimates for this fiscal year. Basi-
cally, I want to take a look at it. It is
a little less than 75 percent, but it is
close. Actually, it looks like that may
be. What is seen in red is mandatory
spending.
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Well, guess what. The blue is all I get
to vote on as a Member of Congress,
and every dime of the blue is borrowed.
What happens if I come and say: Well,
net interest? Well, we don’t get to vote
on the interest. My personal math is
closer to almost $1.2 trillion in interest
coming in this year, but I have been
doing a running calculation of a higher
interest rate.

We don’t get to touch Social Secu-
rity. Social Security has its own trust
fund, which is gone in 8 years. Then, all
of a sudden, we have to figure out—
what is it, the first full year of Social
Security trust fund being empty is $600
billion or $609 billion, something of
that nature. It depends on workforce
participation at the time that is done.
That makes the dollars we were talk-
ing about today tiny.

Well, we have Medicare, Medicaid,
and some other mandatory programs,
so why am I showing this? What is so
difficult here? I know this is geeky
stuff, but this is why there is such a
fraud in the debates that happen
around this place, is we don’t treat the
voters like they have an IQ. Stop talk-
ing down to America. I will argue that
many of them are a hell of a lot smart-
er than people like me.

We don’t get to actually put net in-
terest into our reconciliation budget.
As a matter of fact, there is nothing we
get to do about it. There is some things
we could have if we could actually
work together on the way we sell debt,
or maybe the types of interest.

Professor Shiller of Yale wrote an ar-
ticle 10 years ago about trills, which is
an equity interest in tax receipts, and
other things—there is ways to break up
the concentration on debt, making so-
ciety less fragile—are subject to pos-
sibly bond vigilantes.

Social Security, it is illegal. It is
part of the 1974 Budget Control Act. It
can’t be touched. Yet, I saw half a
dozen Members on the other side go be-
hind the microphone and say: Whoa,
Social Security.

What is a good word for an absolute
untruth? Oh, okay. I will work on that.

What we have is less than half of the
red portion that we can even work on
in a reconciliation budget.

This is an incredibly important mo-
ment. Will the standing committees,
which have gone years and years and
not been able to actually provide im-
provements, redesigns, and moderniza-
tion, be able to look at things like The
Wall Street Journal’s five-article series
and also the ones this weekend on
Medicare Advantage?

Mr. Speaker, one of their headlines
said—I think it was actually more than
a single-year period, but $50 billion of
fraud. Are we allowed to work on that?
Is that Republican or Democrat, or is
it just time to find a better way to ac-
tually think about these things?

That is maybe what we just opened
up, assuming that my own leadership
and my own committee chairman are
ready to do hard work, really difficult
things that, just like that baby, just
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like my 2%-year-old, maybe we could
save their future. Maybe I could save
their retirement without ever cutting a
service.

There have been a number of Mem-
bers who have come up behind the
microphone and said that we are cut-
ting Medicaid, and we are cutting this.

Really, find me that word in here.

It doesn’t mean it is easy. For the
Energy and Commerce Committee,
they have to find 4 percent of their en-
tire committee’s authorization over 10
years. Are Members telling me they
can’t find 4 percent of improvements in
this place? Yet, the sound of Armaged-
don, that is why this slice is so incred-
ibly frustrating. We are trying to save
the future. I am not bouncing around.
There is a linear thought here.

Mr. Speaker, believe it or not—prom-
ise me you won’t ever tell anyone
this—I was reading an article from The
New Yorker that just came out. Don’t
tell anyone that, as a conservative, I
actually look on occasion at The New
Yorker: “The End of Children.”

Realize that the Census Bureau of
the United States says that in about
T years this country has more deaths
than births. Tell me as a junior actu-
ary, or someone who wishes he was
smart enough to be one, how I make
the math of the future work in a soci-
ety that has a shortage of young peo-
ple.

Is that Republican or Democrat? It is
just demographics, but we are not al-
lowed to actually do difficult things
here because, Mr. Speaker, it would re-
quire math, and then the harder part is
it would require us to tell truth.

So many people, like this very mo-
ment, there will be someone on cable
television on the left and the right
doing their talking, getting people’s
dopamine to hit, but it is not honest
math. The math is really hard. It is
really complex. There is a way to make
it work, but we have only a couple
more years, I believe, to provide the
stability. Maybe that is what we just
did a few minutes ago.

Once again, this is the single board
that gets me the most hate mail. It
also is the truth. This is the 30-year
projection. If my colleagues look at the
30-year projection from the Congres-
sional Budget Office—I didn’t produce
this. They did, and we believe it is al-
ready way out of date because of the
change in interest rates—Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and their interest
carry are responsible for almost func-
tionally every dime of debt from today
through the next 30 years. It is $116-
some trillion of debt.

The rest of the budget actually has
about a $9 trillion positive balance be-
cause its growth is slower than the
growth of tax receipts according to the
Congressional Budget Office. This is
the thing the left, in my particular
case, loves to run hate television com-
mercials: He dared to talk about saving
Social Security, saving Medicare, re-
forming how we deliver services so
they are stable and so people have a fu-
ture.
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If Members want to understand why
this place is so damned toxic, those of
us who are actually trying to fix things
also write the attack commercials for
the other side. It is a sickness, but the
math is the math, and the math will
eventually win.

Mr. Speaker, understanding what
will happen if we don’t modernize how
we deliver services and, through that,
start to stabilize everything—it is not
just the benefits, but it is the growth
of debt, convincing the bond markets
we are going to be stable so they don’t
raise our interest rates.

A couple of weeks ago, we showed a
chart that, if this place does stupid
things and we make the bond markets
nervous and we were to get a one-point
increase in U.S. interest rates, we
showed that, in 9 budget years, the ad-
ditional interest is bigger than every-
thing we talked about today.

My colleagues have to start proc-
essing how fragile we have made our
future, and Members will start to actu-
ally look that, if we don’t start to ac-
tually use this opportunity to say that
we are going to use the reconciliation
to open debate, we are going to not
raise people’s taxes, but we will get to
have a robust debate, discussion, and
ideas with the left, the right, particu-
larly those of us on Ways and Means
Committee, Energy and Commerce
Committee, those things, saying: Here
is what the mix should look like.

Maybe we don’t extend everything.
Maybe we mix them up. Maybe we find
where there is leakage. Maybe we find
where there is economic growth oppor-
tunities. Bring proposals. Bring eco-
nomics. Bring statisticians. The debate
is on, and now we get to actually have
an honest debate based in statistics
and math and maybe a future because
we so rarely do that around here.

We are going to publish a couple
more versions of this in more detail. I
am blessed to also chair the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, so I have people who
are much smarter than I am.

My colleagues will be happy to know
that all of our economists now bathe.
It is a running joke, particularly if
Members know economists.
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We work through the math that said
what would happen if you did both
things and paid for as much of this rec-
onciliation budget, the spending, the
extension of the tax cuts as possible,
and you do it. That is how you get your
maximization of growth.

Turns out, if you don’t do it, you ac-
tually get probably a small retraction,
maybe a small recession, because peo-
ple’s taxes go up rather dramatically.

Remember, for the average family,
didn’t T just show you—$2,853. In a dis-
trict like mine, it is somewhere in the
$3,000 range. I have a higher income
district. You also had the other thing.
The most we can do to try to find ways
to pay for that.

Turns out, there is this concept of
capital stack. The United States Gov-
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ernment is not the only one bingeing
on debt. Look at China and other coun-
tries, this and that. As the demo-
graphics of the industrialized world
start to functionally get really ugly,
and we are having to provide services,
the amount of savings is starting to be
chewed up.

One of the benefits we had in the pre-
vious decade and the decade before that
is there was fairly substantial savings
stacks that went into U.S. sovereigns
and other things. We expect, in the
next few years, we will actually start
to see that roll over. Then, you get the
concepts of term premiums and those
things. I know it is geeky, but the fact
of the matter is, if you don’t have a
substantial modernization of govern-
ment, you can’t make this math work.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to the
time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arizona has 12%2 minutes
remaining.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, my
best guess is I will use about 6 or 7
minutes of it.

Mr. Speaker, do you remember the
hair on fire comments that people said
that mathematically had no basis?
They are not actually in the budget
documents. Let’s understand the size of
these committees are vastly different,
but the one people were focusing on,
E&C, the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, still has 96 percent of its spend-
ing authority within its jurisdiction.
That is going to continue.

This little wedge here is what they
are being asked to work on. I will
promise you if I am given the chance,
if my economic team is given the
chance, and if leadership in Ways and
Means and E&C will work with us, I
can get every dollar of that by just
modernization of delivery of services.

Remember, at one time, I worked on
my State’s Medicaid budgets. It has
been a long time. I actually chaired for
a little while my State’s health com-
mittee, so I have some experience on
Arizona, which has a very unique Med-
icaid system. We buy basically man-
aged care policies for our indigent pop-
ulation.

It is remarkably good. It is remark-
ably efficient. It may have the highest
satisfaction rate in the entire Nation.
It is something worth thinking about.

Let’s get down to the brass tacks
here on a couple of last bits.

Look at the next decade of spending.
We don’t get to touch interest. We
don’t get to touch old age survivor
fund. That is your Social Security.

Matter of fact, what we should be
doing is having really interesting con-
versations, mathematically honest
ones, not in front of the microphone,
but probably in a back room with actu-
aries, on how we are going to save it
considering the fact that Social Secu-
rity’s own actuary report says now, I
think, in mid-2033, the trust fund is
empty.

For my Democrat friends who keep
saying what we need to do is just do a
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bunch more taxes and enhance the ben-
efit, you do realize you just chewed up
every dime of your seed corn, if that is
a colloquialism, for everything else.

We have a chart we have brought
here multiple times showing the pro-
posals saying to take everyone over
$400,000 and just raise the cap, so every
billionaire pays their full Social Secu-
rity, both the employer’s side and the
individual’s side.

I think our math says that it only
took care of 38 percent of the shortfall,
helping folks to understand the scale
and also the rhetorical solutions that
are so often thrown out are not mathe-
matically honest.

Then you come over here to discre-
tionary. We can take a run at that. Do
you know what discretionary is? It is
defense. It is everything you really
think of as government. Other manda-
tory and then Medicare and Medicaid
basically sit in this area.

What would happen if our brothers
and sisters on the left would actually,
instead of defending the inefficiencies,
the distortions—I despise using ‘‘waste
and fraud’ because I think everyone is
against waste and fraud. Even if you
read the articles, the ProPublica and
The Wall Street Journal on the extor-
tion of bad acts, if that is a way to
phrase it, that are going on in these
programs and the willingness to fix
that, should that be Republican or
Democrat, or should it just be our at-
tempt to do good governance?

Remember, we are the board of direc-
tors for the biggest concern in the
world. It is malfeasance the way we
run this place. Our rhetoric is often
completely intellectually vacuous.
There are solutions.

For any of you who have staff, do you
have a nice highlighted copy of the
MedPAC report from top to bottom
where they walk you through lots and
lots of solutions? I will send you over
the stack of The Wall Street Journal
articles. I will even send you the
ProPublica on durable medical equip-
ment fraud and how there are ways the
doc and I could simply fix that with
about a three-paragraph bill. People
would have better access and better
health, and we would save potentially a
hundred-plus billions just on that one
line item over the 10 years.

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that is the op-
portunity we may have just unlocked. I
also think sometimes I might be
delusionally optimistic and hopeful. I
am 62 with a 2-year-old. That is actu-
ally funny, but I don’t think we have a
lot more time to play this treadmill
game.

For my brothers and sisters in the
majority, we are going to have to carry
this. We are going to have to do the
hard things because the left has de-
cided they want to burn us down. That
is fine.

I wish I could be honest and say we
didn’t try to do the same when they
were in the majority, but we are at a
moment when the morality of pro-
tecting the society, protecting this
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country, and protecting the American
Dream is growth moral. It is also the
next generation not being, as the
economists keep telling me, the first
generation to live poorer than their
parents because that is what is coming.

Let’s use this opportunity to do hard
things.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

THREE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
RUSSIA’S BRUTAL ATTACK ON
UKRAINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. HOULAHAN) is recog-
nized until 10 p.m. as the designee of
the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, this
week marks a very solemn anniver-
sary. It is the anniversary of Russia’s
brutal attack on Ukraine.

Three years ago, Russia started this
war by invading Ukraine, not the other
way around.

I repeat: Three years ago, Russia
started this war.

I am utterly disgusted that President
Trump would refute this absolute
truth.

I am equally horrified by President
Trump’s characterization of President
Zelenskyy as a dictator who does not
want peace. I was with President
Zelenskyy just last week in Germany
for the Munich Security Conference. He
is an honorable and earnest leader, a
man who has even offered to step down
from the Presidency if it would guar-
antee the freedom of his people.
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President Trump’s blatant lie and ab-
surd insult is a lie directly out of So-
viet-style propagandist playbooks. It is
Putin who wants to take Ukraine’s re-
source-rich land. It is Putin who wants
to strip its people of their rights and
their freedoms, and it is Putin who
wants to destroy another European de-
mocracy. It is Putin who is a cancer on
the world, a liar, a torturer, a mur-
derer, and a war criminal.

It is appalling to see our President of
these United States, expected to be a
reliable standard-bearer of democracy,
align himself and as a result ourselves
so closely with our adversaries, even
organizing a sit-down to determine the
fate of Ukraine without Ukraine at the
table, and without the input of our Eu-
ropean allies at all.

Whatever comes out of these meet-
ings will not be a peace agreement. It
will instead be a Russian power grab
and an appeasement of war criminal
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Putin facilitated by the United States,
an illegitimate peace. It is all horri-
fying. It is all infuriating, and it is all
antithetical to our American ideals.

As President Trump and his adminis-
tration publicly trash our allies, under-
mine the strength of NATO, and deci-
mate our international aid programs,
our adversaries are greedily and hap-
pily waiting to fill the gaps that this
administration is deliberately cre-
ating.

On Monday, the United States joined
Russia, North Korea, Belarus, Sudan,
and Hungary—I will name them again:
Russia, North Korea, Belarus, Sudan,
and Hungary—a group of countries I
never would like us to be associated
with, in voting against the United Na-
tions resolution condemning Russian
aggression and demanding the imme-
diate withdrawal of Putin’s forces from
Ukraine.

To quote my Republican colleague
and dear friend, Congressman DON
BACON: The Trump administration roy-
ally screwed up on Ukraine.

Another anniversary is fast ap-
proaching. Indeed, on April 20 of last
year, 101 Republicans voted to support
Ukraine. I am really glad that Rep-
resentative BACON is speaking out
about President Trump’s actions, but I
wonder where are the rest of his col-
leagues?

I hope that the other 100 Members
who supported aid to Ukraine in April
will be as brave as Representative
BAcoN and speak out against this ad-
ministration’s ridiculous and dan-
gerous actions.

I want to emphasize how important
it is that the American people hear
President Trump’s own words, see his
own actions, and be appropriately out-
raged.

President Trump’s disavowal of
Ukraine and his cozying up to dictators
puts us here in the United States at
risk as well. President Trump’s turn
towards authoritarianism leaves us ex-
posed politically and economically.

Scorned allies could pull out or
change their free trade agreements,
cause shortages in imported goods, in-
cluding food and oil, pharmaceuticals,
and more. President Trump cam-
paigned on bringing down costs, but his
very actions right now are indeed un-
dermining the value of the dollar and
driving up inflation.

We have heard over and over again
from the American people that the
prices of essential goods are already
too high, and President Trump’s ac-
tions will only hurt our attempts to
bring down these costs.

America’s global leadership also
helps to keep Americans safe, too.
President Trump turning his back on
Ukraine isolates us and undermines
our strength, the strength of inter-
national institutions, and the security
networks that work, like NATO.

This encourages NATO allies to ques-
tion our own alliance and allegiance.
It, in turn, causes our allies worldwide
to do the same, and those who are con-
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sidering with whom to form alliances,
and there are many, it causes them as
well to turn away from us.

It gets worse. With President Trump
actually allying himself with China,
Russia, Iran, and North Korea, these
countries now seemingly have Amer-
ica’s explicit backing to spread their
influence, and in some cases to spread
their force, like we have seen in
Ukraine. This will undoubtedly cause
people to flee oppressive regimes and
create new regimes, who will be in-
spired by this global democratic back
slide.

President Trump claimed he was
going to reduce this kind of migration,
but the political turmoil he is causing
will, in fact, make it worse, pushing
people to seek safety outside of their
own home country.

We can’t turn our back on Ukraine
and the world, and we cannot expect
that the consequences of that decision
will not reach our shores. The Amer-
ican way of life is reliant on our global
reputation and interconnectivity.
President Trump is doing his very best
to tear that all down.

President Trump must reverse his
dangerous position. He must stop this
gamesmanship, and he must recommit
to our longstanding alliances instead of
realigning  ourselves, the United
States, with dictators.

I yield now to my esteemed colleague
from the great State of Ohio, the very
honorable MARCY KAPTUR.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congresswoman so very much for
allowing me to speak this evening and
to also thank her for her service to the
United States of America in our mili-
tary. She knows the cost of liberty.
There couldn’t be a better Member of
Congress than CHRISSY HOULAHAN, I
will tell you that.

A lot of Americans perhaps in the
newer generations don’t understand
what Russia is capable of, so I refer
them to two books if they are inter-
ested, and I hope they are. One is
“Bloodlands’ by Dr. Timothy Snyder,
now at Yale University, who discusses
the history of the region that we are
talking about and what happened yes-
terday at the United Nations. Another
book is ‘“Red Sparrow.” I would rec-
ommend people don’t read that in the
evening, but during the day because
they will learn more about how Russia
both operates now and has always oper-
ated.

To give a little history, before the
collapse of the murderous dictatorship
that was called the Soviet Union that
occurred in 1991 and had extended all
the way from Russia all the way across
Europe to Germany to Rast Berlin,
which has been free since 1991, a great
President, Ronald Reagan, served this
Nation. He was elected twice.

He correctly identified Russia as the
“‘evil empire.”” Ronald Reagan had been
an actor in Hollywood and fought to re-
move Communists from the ranks of
the Screen Actors Guild in California,
where he met his wife. That particular
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effort by Reagan took great courage
because he could have been Kkilled.
That is what it is like to deal with
Russia as the Soviet Union or the em-
pire now.

Another Republican President during
my service was George W. Bush. He
named Russia and North Korea as the
“‘axis of evil.” We could add Iran and
other countries. Never before at the
United Nations has any U.S. President
ever stood with the dictators of Russia.

Those countries that voted with Rus-
sia yesterday are state sponsors of ter-
rorism. Russia understands terror.
That is what she does. For the United
States to stand beside Russia, North
Korea, and Belarus at the United Na-
tions, it is appalling. It is appalling.

Russia’s atrocities go back hundreds
of years. During World War II on the
soils of Ukraine, 14 million people were
murdered. This is the tradition of
Putin. If you do not know that, you are
naive. Wake up. Wake up.

Even China abstained from the vote
yesterday.

Aligning with these countries which
past Presidents have called the epit-
ome of evil on Earth is shocking. The
very fundamental purpose of this Na-
tion is liberty. That is why we are
here. This isn’t some game, and it is
not about strategic metals or very pre-
cious items that are underground
somewhere. It is about something
much more precious—Iliberty.

To see that happen at the U.N. yes-
terday, I thought, what have they been
drinking up there?

Ukraine is the scrimmage line for
liberty on the Continent of Europe
today, and no President of the United
States should cavort with dictators.
We have always been the bastion of
freedom. Our people have died for it,
defending these ideals around the
world. Yesterday, President Trump
cowered and appeased one of the most
dangerous dictatorships in the world.
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Mr. Speaker, it is shameful. It is un-
American. It is not patriotic. It is al-
most traitorous—maybe it is trai-
torous to do that. We know Russia. We
know North Korea. We know Iran.
They don’t stand for liberty. They are
part of the new spiderweb of tyranny
that is poised against us, if anyone is
paying attention anywhere in this
country.

The actions to vote with them and
against Ukraine is a blotch on Amer-
ica’s record as a champion for a free
world. Most of the world is not free. If
people haven’t traveled to these places,
try. They might learn something.

Tomorrow is another day. I urge
those who lead foreign policy for this
administration to remember who we
fight for, who our friends are, who our
allies are, and who our enemies are
united against us.

I also just wanted to place on the
record a reminder that when Ukraine
was beginning to be free after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, a
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great man, Viktor Yushchenko, was
President of the young Ukraine. What
did Putin do? Putin had him poisoned.
Yushchenko survived somehow when
they flew him to Europe and they tried
to pump him out with some kind of
horrible, strategic metal that he had
been made to swallow when he ate with
the dictators who continued to control
Russia. Putin had just killed Alexei
Navalny in a terrible Arctic prison be-
cause he wanted to run against Putin.

That is how someone gets elected in
Russia. Kill the opposition. My friends,
pay attention. Be informed. If we want
to understand how a tyranny operates,
look at the film on YouTube. It takes
30 minutes. It is called, ‘‘Freedom
Means Never Surrender.” It is a docu-
mentary about how a tyranny func-
tions. It just won the Telly Award.
Take the time to do it. Recall the pre-
ciousness of the liberty we enjoy.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman very much for allowing us to
speak on this Special Order.

Ms. HOULAHAN. The gentlewoman
is very welcome. It is my privilege.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to how
much time is remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania has 28
minutes remaining.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
VINDMAN).

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, 3 years
ago this week, Russia launched an
unprovoked invasion on UKkraine. We
are entering the fourth year of war in
Ukraine and 11 years of war on Ukraine
since the invasion in Crimea and the
Donbas.

In the past few days, the fact of this
major invasion has sadly been dis-
puted. It is important that history rep-
resent the truth. Whether it is Putin or
anyone else, including in our govern-
ment, that says Russia is not the ag-
gressor and that Ukraine is responsible
for the invasion, they are lying.

Yesterday’s anniversary reminds us
that the Ukrainian people continue to
suffer, but I know that they will re-
main strong and resilient. This is not a
regional fight. Ukraine’s sovereignty is
a U.S. national security issue. We must
hold the line in Ukraine now or we may
have American boots on the ground,
fighting in Europe in a few years. That
is my fear.

We do want peace, and yet this ad-
ministration has begun negotiations
from the weakest possible position. Be-
fore we even get to the table, Ukraine
has been excluded from NATO. Terri-
torial concessions were granted to Rus-
sia, and Ukraine didn’t even have a
seat at the table. This is what they get
for a sacrifice of hundreds of thousands
of their people, cities destroyed across
Ukraine.

The Trump administration must in-
crease pressure on Russia if we are
truly interested in peace. With Russia,
in particular, weakness invites aggres-
sion, and easing up on Russia only
makes Ukraine’s fight harder. We must
stand firm.
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I spent 25 years in the Army, defend-
ing America’s national security inter-
ests at home and abroad. When I re-
tired a little over 2 years ago, I trav-
eled to Ukraine 14 times investigating
war crimes. I traveled to Kharkiv, 20
miles from the Russian border. I trav-
eled to Zaporizhzhia, 20 miles from the
Russian front. I traveled to Mykolaiv
and Chernihiv, cities that have ap-
peared in the news, devastated by Rus-
sian attacks.

Those people are resilient. They are
fighting for their freedom, much like
we fought for our freedom almost 250
years ago. We are going to celebrate
that anniversary in one short year. Can
we imagine what it would have been
like if France did not intervene on our
behalf? We have a portrait there, the
Marquis de Lafayette, that stood with
us shoulder to shoulder. The French
spilled blood on our battlefields.

We weren’t even asked to do that. We
were asked to provide some material
support, 31 tanks, a couple hundred of
our armored vehicles, and some money.
Granted, we have to watch how we
spend our money. We have an obliga-
tion to the American people. We also
have to recognize where our national
security interests lie. I think for some
reason we have forgotten the fact that
we spent 80 years defending an inter-
national order that our grandfathers
fought for and died on European battle-
fields for. I can’t explain it.

They know that in Ukraine because
that is what they are fighting for. They
know that if they give up, the Russians
will occupy. In those occupied areas,
they have already deported tens of
thousands of children to be reeducated
and taken away from their family.
They put the Ukrainian people in
camps.

Russia is basically like a boa con-
strictor, slowly digesting chunks of
Ukraine. If we pause now without secu-
rity guarantees, they will be back at it
in a few years just like they were after
Crimea, like they were in Georgia, and
like they were in Moldova.

We have to be clear-eyed about that
in our interests. In Virginia’s Seventh
District, my voters expect me to stand
up for American values, and that is ex-
actly what I am doing by speaking out
today.

That is why I will keep fighting for
strong U.S. leadership all around the
world. That includes UKraine’s sov-
ereignty, for our own country’s na-
tional security interests, and for the
values that keep and have kept Amer-
ica strong.

On this anniversary we must reaffirm
our commitment that we stand against
autocrats and dictators like Russia and
North Korea and that we stand with
Ukraine on the right side of history.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr.
CASE).

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleagues in condemning what can
only be seen as sheer desertion—yes, I
used the word ‘‘desertion’—of Ukraine
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by this President, and I deeply regret,
at least to date, by my Republican col-
leagues in Congress.

The dictator of Russia, as has al-
ready been pointed out, has not seen a
better day at least since the successful
death of Alexei Navalny. Let’s be clear.
Putin is not the only dictator—and for
the third time I use the word ‘‘dic-
tator’’—who is dancing today.

Let’s just take one example. For the
dictators of Iran, this betrayal is a
bright light in a dim room. They want
nothing more than a stronger and re-
surgent and unchecked Russia because
that brings them renewed hope to their
singular focus of the destruction of
Israel.

By the way, I say very directly to our
friends of Israel, wherever they are—
and many of them were in the Capital
today—if they do not call out this
abandonment of Ukraine now, they
have learned nothing from 1939 Czecho-
slovakia.

There is one dictator in our world
who is cheering the loudest of all, and
that dictator is the general secretary
of the Chinese Communist Party. This
is the world he covets. This is the
world that he has worked for. This is
the world that turns the lock and opens
the door on his ambitions. This is the
world of a weakened, isolated America
that nobody trusts. This is a world in
which this country walks away from
proven international rules-based orders
that have kept the peace and stability
for three generations now. This is a
world he hopes for that has forgotten
that true peace and prosperity are
built on both strength and democratic
values.

Yes, the desertion of Ukraine and its
sheer ripple effects shows Xi that he fi-
nally has the willing partner he has
sought, even more than Putin himself.
He has a partner equally committed to
an ad hoc transactional foreign policy
where all that really matters is power,
money, and leverage, that alliances,
principles, and loyalty are disposable,
as if that ever alone would buy lasting
peace. There is no example in world
history that it does.
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Our President says: Don’t worry. We
have an ocean between us and Ukraine,
so what is to worry about?

No doubt, in time, he will assert the
same thing about my ocean, the Pacific
Ocean, between us and the People’s Re-
public of China. He will say that that
ocean offers the same illusion of insu-
lation from the world of reality.

Tell that to Japan or Taiwan or
South Korea or the Philippines. Tell
them that that ocean protects them.
Tell that to the ASEAN countries, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, Singapore,
India, the island nations of the Pacific.
Tell that to the citizens of the Amer-
ican homeland in the Pacific: Hawaii,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
and American Samoa.

Just try to tell the rest of our world
and country that the outcome in
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Ukraine has nothing to do with the
geopolitical challenge of our time, the
threat of the Chinese Communist
Party. Tell that to anybody, and you
truly live in denial of the world today
and the lessons of history.

The PRC knows history, and they al-
ready have an edition of the People’s
Daily, their leading newspaper, already
printed up as a gift for the President’s
trip home when he surely visits short-
ly. The headline of People’s Daily in
Mandarin reads: Peace in Our time.

Those are the unavoidable broader
stakes of betraying Ukraine today. I
know my Republican colleagues know
this. I know this because I have heard
them say it repeatedly over 3 years. I
have heard them say it in committee. I
have heard them say it on this floor. I
have heard them say it in public, but
where are they now?

Did something in the world change in
the last week or two? Was there some
fundamental shift in our understanding
of this world, in our alliances, in our
commitment to loyalties and prin-
ciples and values in addition to
strength?

I don’t think so, and I don’t think
anybody else thinks anything has
changed, other than a President who
wants to go in a different direction.
That President has no effective check
and balance on this tragic mistake, ex-
cept for the majority in the House and
the Senate.

I really hope for my Republican col-
leagues in this body because I don’t
hold that hope for the administration
of the Presidency. I do hold that hope
for my colleagues. I hope they find
their way back soon through the fog
into reality again before it is too late.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I begin by thanking my friend
and colleague, Representative
HOULAHAN, for convening this Special
Order.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
our ally, Ukraine, and speak up against
the grave threat the Trump adminis-
tration’s support for Russia poses to
democracy at home and abroad.

Yesterday marked 3 years since Rus-
sia’s unprovoked and brutal invasion of
Ukraine, a sovereign nation. We have
since witnessed incredible bravery
from the Ukrainian soldiers on the
front lines to the families who have en-
dured unimaginable loss yet continue
to fight for their homeland.

My community of Buffalo knows
what it means to stand together in
times of hardship. We are a city that
welcomes, embraces, and lifts up those
in need. I stood arm in arm with west-
ern New York’s Ukrainian community
in Niagara Square, designated Ukraine
Freedom Square, just outside Buffalo
City Hall days after Russia’s invasion.

What I said then is just as true
today: The United States of America
must always stand with Ukraine
against Russian aggression.
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Buffalo is known as the City of Good
Neighbors, and that spirit has been evi-
dent in the way our community has
opened its doors to Ukrainian refugees,
providing shelter, education, and hope
for a better future.

Members of this body, both Demo-
crats and Republicans alike, under-
stand that this is not just Ukraine’s
fight. This is a battle between democ-
racy and tyranny, between freedom and
oppression.

That is why this body has come to-
gether on numerous occasions to pass
legislation to help the people of
Ukraine resist the Russian invasion
and defend their homeland. We con-
tinue to do this because we know that
if Russia succeeds, it sets a dangerous
precedent for dictators around the
world, and it threatens the security of
our NATO allies.

When the President of the United
States chooses to spread the same false
Russian propaganda as Vladimir Putin,
absolving Russia for its responsibility
of starting the war and defaming the
democratically elected President of our
ally, we should have the courage to
stand up and call it what it is: a bald-
faced lie.

It is shameful when we, the shining
city upon a hill, as President Reagan
put it, oppose a United Nations resolu-
tion condemning Russia and supporting
Ukraine. The rest of the world should
look to us as a model of democracy. In-
stead, we are enabling a dictator.

Just think about the company that
we are keeping with this U.N. vote. The
only other countries to oppose this res-
olution were Russia, North Korea, and
Belarus, all dictatorships.

Since when does the United States
side with dictators? I suppose when we
have a President who says he wants to
be one.

Turning our back on Ukraine goes
against everything Americans have
fought and died for since we declared
our independence from a monarch in
England. Supporting Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine sends a dangerous
message to our allies around the world:
The United States is no longer a reli-
able friend. You are on your own.

I have news for you. We are much
better than this as a country. This
isn’t just about democracy. It is also
about our national security and our
credibility on the world stage. The
world is a safer place and the American
people are more secure when we stand
united with our allies, uphold our com-
mitments to global peace and stability,
and lead with strength, diplomacy, and
integrity.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I very
much thank all of my colleagues for
joining us and meeting here tonight.

This evening, we heard about the
damage that President Trump’s actions
have done to our Nation’s security. If
our Nation turns its back on Ukraine,
we heard about what comes next: Our
ally Taiwan left in greater jeopardy to
a Chinese invasion; our allies elsewhere
left looking for security and other
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trading opportunities; and worst of all,
our enemies worldwide left emboldened
by Trump’s isolationist actions.

The American people should be wor-
ried tonight. History has shown us that
when America is isolated, we are less
safe.

I very much hope that my Repub-
lican friends, the 101 of them, now 100
of them, who very recently voted in
support of this nation in its fight for
their democracy and, as a consequence,
all of our democratic values, will stand
up to our President and will help us,
the United States, change our course
and, as a consequence, the world
change its course for safety and free-
dom, as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, like Hitler, Mussolini, and Saddam Hussein
before him, Vladimir Putin should be called
what he is: a dictator.

Over the past 20 years, Putin has system-
atically ended free and fair elections, crushed
independent media, quashed protests, and
killed, jailed, or exiled political opponents.

Three years ago, Putin invaded Ukraine,
showing complete disregard for European bor-
ders, UN and NATO doctrines, and human
rights.

For three years, the Ukrainian people have
faced deliberate killings, rapes, and the abduc-
tion of their children.

The United Nations has found evidence of
Russian war crimes, and the International
Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant
for Vladimir Putin, accusing him of being re-
sponsible for the abduction of Ukraine chil-
dren.

Under Putin’s rule, Russian intelligence op-
erations pose one of the most aggressive and
sophisticated threats to our national security.

And yet—the White House is now parroting
Putin’s talking points, alleging that Ukraine
started the war when we all know that Russia,
unprovoked, invaded Ukraine.

President Trump has described Putin as a
“genius” and ‘“very savvy,” and last week he
called Ukrainian President Zelensky a ‘“dic-
tator.”

Under Donald Trump, the United States has
turned its back on Ukraine and our NATO al-
lies, while cozying up to an authoritarian.

Under Donald Trump, America’s long-held
reputation as a defender of democratic ideals
and state sovereignty, a credible and reliable
partner who will assist others in need and
stand up for our allies, is now a crumbling illu-
sion.

Our country was created on the principle
that it would not be ruled by an all-powerful
king but instead maintained by a system of
checks and balances to prevent tyrannical rule
and provide power to the people.

But now, Donald Trump is ceding power to
an unelected billionaire at home and appeas-
ing a Russian dictator abroad.

| urge my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle to open their eyes and rediscover
their spines.
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ADJOURNMENT

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned wuntil tomorrow,
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-457. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 31 U.S.C.
Sec. 5322; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-458. A letter from the Senior Attorney
Advisor, Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — AmeriCorps State and Na-
tional Updates (RIN: 3045-AA84) February 13,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

EC-459. A letter from the Director, Office
of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Non-Power Production or Utili-
zation Facility License Renewal [NRC-2011-
0087] (RIN: 3150-AI9%) received February 12,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-460. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 26-5, ‘““‘Rent Stabilized Housing Infla-
tion Protection Continuation Temporary
Amendment Act of 2025, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-461. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Privacy Act; Implementation [Docket Num-
ber: NIH-2022-0002] (RIN: 0925-AA69) received
February 19, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-462. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting a legislative proposal to revise 18
U.S.C. Sec. 3292; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

EC-463. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting a proposal for a Legislative fix to
the Sentencing Guidelines; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-464. A letter from the Assistant Attor-

ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to the 21st
Century Department of Justice Appropria-
tions Act; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
EC-465. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 1956(c)(7); to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

EC-466. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 2311/2314/2315; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-467. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
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Sec. 1014 and USSG Sec. 2B1.1; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-468. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 1960; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-469. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 3238; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-470. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 984; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-471. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 1956(c)(7)(D); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-472. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 15610(b); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
EC-473. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 18 U.S.C.
Sec. 3293; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-474. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting proposed amendments to 19 U.S.C.
Sec. 1607; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-475. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB
only rule — Temporary Relief Under Section
1.102-1(j)(3)(i1) [Notice 2025-7] received Feb-
ruary 18, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-476. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB
only rule — Changes in accounting periods
and in methods of accounting (Rev. Proc.
2025-6) received February 18, 2025, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-477. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Deduction for Taxes (Rev. Rul.
2025-4) received February 13, 2025, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-478. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s Major final rule — Credit
for Production of Clean Hydrogen and En-
ergy Credit [TD 10023] (RIN: 1545-BQ97) re-
ceived February 4, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mrs. HOUCHIN: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 161. Resolution providing
for consideration of the joint resolution (H.J.
Res. 20) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by the De-
partment of Energy relating to ‘“‘Energy Con-
servation Program: Energy Conservation
Standards for Consumer Gas-fired Instanta-
neous Water Heaters’’; providing for consid-
eration of the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 35)
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providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to
“Waste Emissions Charge for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Systems: Procedures for Facili-
tating Compliance, Including Netting and
Exemptions’; and providing for consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 14) establishing the congressional budg-
et for the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2025 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2026
through 2034 (Rept. 119-5). Referred to the
House Calendar.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri:
Ways and Means.

H.R. 1156. A bill to amend the CARES Act
to extend the statute of limitations for fraud
under certain unemployment programs, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 119-6). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. STEFANIK (for herself and Mr.
TONKO):

H.R. 1550. A bill to redesignate Saratoga
National Historical Park as Saratoga Na-
tional Battlefield Park; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. RUTHERFORD (for himself,
Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. STAUBER, Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. HERN of Okla-
homa, and Mr. FITZGERALD):

H.R. 1551. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to punish criminal offenses tar-
geting law enforcement officers, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. BAUMGARTNER:

H.R. 1552. A bill to prohibit proposition
bets made with respect to the performance of
a student athlete, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. BARRAGAN (for herself, Mrs.
MCIVER, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. BONAMICI,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. KENNEDY of New
York, Ms. TITUS, Ms. MATSUI, Ms.
DEGETTE, and Ms. ANSARI):

H.R. 1553. A bill to establish an Office of
Environmental Justice within the Depart-
ment of Justice, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida (for himself,
Mr. CLINE, and Mr. STUTZMAN):

H.R. 1554. A bill to require that the Federal
Government procure from the private sector
the goods and services necessary for the op-
erations and management of certain Govern-
ment agencies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 1555. A bill to amend the Mineral
Leasing Act to streamline the oil and gas
permitting process and to recognize fee own-
ership for certain oil and gas drilling or spac-
ing units, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. BRESNAHAN (for himself, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, and Mr.
RESCHENTHALER):

H.R. 1556. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require the impaneling of a
new jury if a jury fails to recommend by
unanimous vote a sentence for conviction of
a crime punishable by death; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CASTEN (for himself, Ms. LOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mrs. HAYES, and
Ms. TITUS):

Committee on
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H.R. 1557. A bill to implement title IX of
the Education Amendments of 1972 with re-
spect to elementary and secondary schools,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and Workforce.

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. LYNCH, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
MFUME, Ms. BROWN, Ms. STANSBURY,
Mr. GARCIA of California, Mr. FROST,
Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Ms. CROCK-

ETT, Ms. RANDALL, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Ms. ANSARI, Mr.
BELL, Ms. SIMON, Mr. MIN, and Ms.
TLAIB):

H.R. 1558. A bill to modify the government-
wide financial management plan, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself and
Mr. GARBARINO):

H.R. 1559. A bill to extend the right of ap-
peal to the Merit Systems Protection Board
to certain employees of the United States
Postal Service; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself and
Mr. BOST):

H.R. 15660. A bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to modify procedures for nego-
tiating pay and benefits of supervisory and
other managerial personnel of the United
States Postal Service, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Ms. CROCKETT (for herself and Mr.
GOODEN):

H.R. 1561. A bill to require research with
respect to fentanyl and xylazine test strips,
to authorize the use of grant funds for such
test strips, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. CROCKETT (for herself and Mr.
GOODEN):

H.R. 1562. A bill to amend the 21st Century
Cures Act to expressly authorize the use of
certain grants to implement substance use
disorder and overdose prevention activities
with respect to fentanyl and xylazine test
strips; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Ms. CROCKETT (for herself and Mr.
GOODEN):

H.R. 1563. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to clarify that the posses-
sion, sale, purchase, importation, expor-
tation, or transportation of drug testing
equipment that tests for the presence of
fentanyl or xylazine is not unlawful; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Mr. COURTNEY,
Mr. HIMES, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
MCCORMICK, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. TLAIB, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr.
CONNOLLY, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. POCAN, Mr. NEAL,
Mr. FROST, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. CASTRO of
Texas, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. BROWNLEY,
Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. BEYER, Mr.
GOMEZz, Mr. CosTA, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr.
MAGAZINER, Mr. RUIZ, Mrs. TORRES of
California, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. FIELDS,
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. MCBRIDE,
Ms. SHERRILL, Ms. McCOLLUM, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, MTr.
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CROW, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. MIN, Ms.
TITUS, Ms. DEXTER, Mr. OLSZEWSKI,
Ms. MATSUI, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. DAVIS of I1-
linois, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. TRAN, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. DEAN of
Pennsylvania, Mr. FOSTER, Ms. SALI-
NAS, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. OMAR,
Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, Mr. IVEY, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mrs.
SYKES, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr.
THOMPSON of California, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms.
HOULAHAN, Mr. VARGAS, Mr.
CISNEROS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. AMO, Mr.
TORRES of New York, Ms. SCANLON,
Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, and Mr. TAKANO):

H.R. 1564. A bill to amend chapter 44 of
title 18, United States Code, to require the
safe storage of firearms, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself and Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota):

H.R. 15665. A bill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to reauthorize the voluntary
public access and habitat incentive program;
to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. DUNN of Florida (for himself,
Ms. PEREZ, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr. BOYLE
of Pennsylvania, Mrs. HARSHBARGER,
Mr. TONKO, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. AMODEI of

Nevada, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. BOST,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. ROSE, and Mr.
KHANNA):

H.R. 1566. A Dbill to ensure consumers have
access to data relating to motor vehicles of
the consumers and critical repair informa-
tion and tools for such motor vehicles, to
provide such consumers with choices for the
maintenance, service, and repair of such ve-
hicles, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York (for
himself, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. JACKSON
of Illinois, Mr. NADLER, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, and Mr. RASKIN):

H.R. 1567. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study to assess the
suitability and feasibility of establishing the
African Burial Ground International Memo-
rial Museum and Educational Center at the
African Burial Ground National Monument,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York (for
himself, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. JACKSON
of Illinois, Mr. NADLER, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, and Mr. RASKIN):

H.R. 15668. A bill to establish the African
Burial Ground International Memorial Mu-
seum and Educational Center in New York,
New York, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana (for him-
self, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr. GIMENEZ,

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr.
GREEN of Tennessee, Mr.
HARIDOPOLOS, Mr. DAVIS of North

Carolina, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. EVANS of
Colorado, Mr. RILEY of New York,
and Ms. CRAIG):

H.R. 1569. A bill to establish a pilot pro-
gram to assess the use of technology to speed
up and enhance the cargo inspection process
at land ports of entry along the border; to
the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mrs. HOUCHIN (for herself and Mr.
GOTTHEIMER):

H.R. 1570. A bill to amend the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act to require
notification with respect to individualized
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education program teams, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
Workforce.

By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi:

H.R. 1571. A Dbill to eliminate nonessential
civil service positions in the executive
branch of the Federal Government, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia (for her-
self and Mr. PANETTA):

H.R. 1572. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Education to award grants to local edu-
cational agencies to establish or improve
world language or dual language programs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and Workforce.

By Ms. LEE of Nevada (for herself, Mr.
SCHMIDT, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. CASE,
Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. MOULTON, Ms.
DAvVIDS of Kansas, Mr. FIELDS, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, and Mr. SORENSEN):

H.R. 1573. A bill to establish a process to
furnish to State educational agencies certain
demographic data regarding members of the
Armed Forces; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Ms. DEAN
of Pennsylvania, Mr. RoY, and Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia):

H.R. 1574. A bill to amend title 35, United
States Code, to establish a rebuttable pre-
sumption that a permanent injunction
should be granted in certain circumstances,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. GUEST, Mr. BENTZ, Mr.
LATTA, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. MOOLENAAR,
Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona, Mr. SCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. WEBSTER of
Florida, Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. ZINKE,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. BEAN of Florida,
Mr. ELLZEY, Mrs. HINSON, Mr. ONDER,
Mr. GOODEN, Mr. BACON, Mr. BOST,
Mr. HARIDOPOLOS, Mr. EVANS of Colo-
rado, Mrs. LUNA, Mr. FLooOD, Mr. COL-
LINS, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr. SMITH of
Nebraska, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr.
VALADAO, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr.
ROSE, Mr. MOORE of West Virginia,
Mr. HURD of Colorado, Mr. JOYCE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. PFLUGER, Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois, Mr. ALFORD, Ms.
BOEBERT, and Mr. NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 1575. A Dbill to prohibit certain busi-
nesses and persons from purchasing real es-
tate adjacent to covered Federal lands in the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. GUEST, Mr. LATTA, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
HAMADEH of Arizona, Mr. SCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. WEBSTER of
Florida, Mr. GUTHRIE, Ms. HAGEMAN,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. BEAN of Florida,
Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mrs.
HINSON, Mr. ONDER, Mr. GOODEN, Mr.
BACON, Mr. BosT, Mr. EVANS of Colo-
rado, Mr. MESSMER, Mr. MCDOWELL,
Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr. FLoOD, Mr. VAN
ORDEN, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr.
VALADAO, Mr. ROSE, Mr. MOORE of
West Virginia, Mr. HURD of Colorado,
Mr. JoYCE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
PFLUGER, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr.
ALFORD, Mr. RILEY of New York, Ms.
BOEBERT, and Mr. NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 1576. A bill to amend the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 with respect to foreign
investments in United States agriculture,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Financial Services, and in addition to the
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Committees on Foreign Affairs, and Energy
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.
By Mr. OGLES (for himself, Ms. DE LA
CRUZ, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. NUNN of Iowa,
Mrs. KiM, Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr.
FIELDS):

H.R. 1577. A bill to provide authority to the
Secretary of the Treasury to take special
measures against certain entities outside of
the United States of primary money laun-
dering concern in connection with illicit
fentanyl and narcotics financing, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr.
BISHOP, Mr. OBERNOLTE, and Mr.
DELUZIO):

H.R. 1578. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to promote assistance from per-
sons recognized by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs for individuals who file certain
claims under laws administered by the Sec-
retary; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself, Mr.
CARTER of Georgia, Mr. DUNN of Flor-
ida, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, and Mr. FULCHER):

H.R. 1579. A bill to apply the Freedom of
Information Act to actions and decisions of
the Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information in car-
rying out the Broadband Equity, Access, and
Deployment Program; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. ROGERS of Alabama:

H.R. 1580. A bill to amend section 3001 of
title 39, United States Code, to require solici-
tations sent in the mail to be clearly identi-
fied as solicitations, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. WITTMAN, Ms. MCCLELLAN, and
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia):

H.R. 1581. A bill to establish the Fort Mon-
roe National Historical Park in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. STAUBER (for himself and Ms.
CRAIG):

H.R. 1582. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to equalize the charitable
mileage rate with the business travel rate; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr. PA-
NETTA, and Mr. HUDSON):

H.R. 1583. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to remove private or com-
mercial golf courses and country clubs from
the list of uses for which certain proceeds
cannot be used; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Ms. TITUS:

H.R. 1584. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of General Services to ensure that the
design of public buildings in the United
States adheres to the guiding principles for
Federal architecture, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

By Mr. VALADAO (for himself, Mr.
BACON, Mr. SCHNEIDER, and Ms. GAR-
CIA of Texas):

H.R. 1585. A bill to provide incentives to
physicians to practice in rural and medically
underserved communities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself and
Mr. LALOTA):

H.R. 15686. A bill to establish requirements
relating to certification of small business
concerns owned and controlled by women for
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certain purposes, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself and Mr.
TIFFANY):

H.R. 1587. A bill to prohibit the President
from revoking Presidential permits relating
to cross-border energy facilities; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and in addition to the Committees on
Energy and Commerce, and Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. GRIFFITH (for himself, Mr.
BALDERSON, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. LATTA, Mr. CARTER of
Georgia, Mr. PALMER, Mr. SCHMIDT,
Mr. BosT, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, and Mr. JOYCE of
Pennsylvania):

H.J. Res. 61. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘‘National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:
Rubber Tire Manufacturing’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. AGUILAR:

H. Res. 162. A resolution electing Members
to certain standing committees of the House
of Representatives; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. HUIZENGA (for himself, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. THANEDAR, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Ms. MCDONALD RIVET, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, and Mr. JAMES):

H. Res. 163. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the goal of education in schools across Amer-
ica shall be that virtually every student in
the United States achieves grade-level read-
ing proficiency, providing them with the
foundation to develop the skills and knowl-
edge needed for success in school, work, and
life; to the Committee on Education and
Workforce.

By Mrs. LUNA (for herself, Ms.
PETTERSEN, Mr. LAWLER, and Ms. JA-
COBS):

H. Res. 164. A resolution providing for the
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 23)
permitting parental remote voting by proxy,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Rules. .

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself and
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois):

H. Res. 165. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of February 28, 2025, as
Community Arts Education Day; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Ms. STEFANIK:

H.R. 1550.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. RUTHERFORD:

H.R. 15651.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.
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By Mr. BAUMGARTNER:

H.R. 1552.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. BARRAGAN:

H.R. 1553.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 1554.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 18: To make all
laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution . . .

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 1555.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 1, 3, and 18.

By Mr. BRESNAHAN:

H.R. 1556.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution in that the legislation exercises
legislative powers granted to Congress by
that clause ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers and all other
Powers vested by the Constitution in the
Government of the United States or any De-
partment or Office thereof.”

By Mr. CASTEN:

H.R. 1557.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 1558.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 1559.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 1560.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

By Ms. CROCKETT:

H.R. 1561.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Ms. CROCKETT:

H.R. 1562.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Ms. CROCKETT:

H.R. 1563.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 1564.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 1565.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

By Mr. DUNN of Florida:

H.R. 1566.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York:

H.R. 1567.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York:

H.R. 1568.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 1569.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

By Mrs. HOUCHIN:

H.R. 1570.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi:

H.R. 1571.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia:

H.R. 1572.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article One Section Eight of the Constitu-
tion.

By Ms. LEE of Nevada:

H.R. 1573.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises’ in order
to ‘“‘provide for the . . . general Welfare of
the United States.”

By Mr. MORAN:

H.R. 1574.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, clause 8

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.R. 1575.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.R. 1576.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. OGLES:

H.R. 1577.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 1578.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 1579.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. ROGERS of Alabama:

H.R. 1580.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1
By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 1581.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. STAUBER:

H.R. 1582.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 ‘“The Con-
gress shall have power to . . . provide for the
. general welfare of the United States;

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 1583.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

By Ms. TITUS:

H.R. 1584.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. VALADAO:

H.R. 1585.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 1586.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution, which gives Congress the
power ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all other Pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any De-
partment or Officer thereof.”

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 1587.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. GRIFFITH:

H.J. Res. 61.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 7: Mr. KUSTOFF.

H.R. 36: Mr. PANETTA.

H.R. 60: Mr. MOORE of Alabama.

H.R. 135: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 137: Mr. MCGUIRE.

H.R. 139: Mr. HARIDOPOLOS and Ms. LEE of
Florida.

H.R. 243: Mr. PANETTA.

H.R. 247: Mr. BISHOP and Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 264: Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 265: Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 322: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 330: Mr. LATTA.

H.R. 425: Mr. DONALDS, Mr. SHREVE, and
Mr. MILLS.

H.R. 433: Mr. GRIJALVA and Ms. SHERRILL.

H.R. 436: Mr. COSTA.

H.R. 451: Mr. MURPHY and Mr. CAREY.

H.R. 452: Mr. TIMMONS, Ms. KAPTUR, and
Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 483: Mr. LAHOOD.
. 485: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia.
. 486: Mr. SMITH of Washington.
. 516: Mr. SHREVE.
. 539: Mr. VAN ORDEN.
. 551: Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr. VAN
DREW, and Mr. DONALDS.
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H.R. 573:
H.R. 581:

Mr. LAMALFA.
Ms. ELFRETH.

H.R. 597: Mr. ESTES and Mr. AMODEI of Ne-
vada.

H.R. 628: Mr. SHREVE.

H.R. 644: Mr. HARDER of California and Ms.
MCBRIDE.

H.R. 649: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.

H.R. 703: Mr. EVANS of Colorado.

H.R. 715: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia.

H.R. 740: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida.

H.R. 744: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 745: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 801: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 821: Ms. CRAIG, Ms. CHU, and Mr.
RASKIN.

H.R. 830: Mr. BERA.

H.R. 833: Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 862: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK.

H.R. 879: Ms. ADAMS, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr.
FLooD, Ms. MCDONALD RIVET, Mr. RUTHER-
FORD, and Ms. ROSS.

H.R. 882: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 884: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 894: Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 905: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 909: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 911: Ms. Pou.

H.R. 934: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 944: Ms. SIMON and Ms. KAMLAGER-
DOVE.

H.R. 989: Mr. MRVAN and Mr. SHERMAN.

H.R. 1000: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas.

H.R. 1002: Mr. LANDSMAN and Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 1004: Ms. OMAR and Mr. HARDER of
California.

H.R. 1007: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 1024: Mr. MOORE of TUtah, Mr.
CISCOMANI, Mr. BEYER, and Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina.

H.R. 1065: Mrs. KM, Mr. MORELLE, Mr.
HARDER of California, and Ms. JACOBS.

H.R. 1083: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 1085: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania, Ms.
TOKUDA, and Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1086: Mr. FEENSTRA.

H.R. 1099: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania and Mr.
KEATING.

H.R. 1106: Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. SORENSEN,
and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 1111: Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 1121: Mr. GIMENEZ.

H.R. 1144: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina,
Mrs. RADEWAGEN, and Mr. VALADAO.

H.R. 1150: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 1151: Mr. SELF and Mr. GROTHMAN.
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H.R. 1169: Ms. VAN DUYNE.

H.R. 1171: Mr. VAN DREW and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 1175: Mr. STAUBER.

H.R. 1181: Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. VALADAO,
Mr. LATTA, Mr. WEBER of Texas, and Mr.
NEHLS.

H.R. 1196: Mr. LATIMER, Mr. GRIJALVA, and
Ms. SHERRILL.

H.R. 1200: Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 1207: Mr. EZELL.

H.R. 1229: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. BISHOP,
Ms. Lois FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, and
Mr. DAVID ScOTT of Georgia.

H.R. 1252: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

H.R. 1259: Ms. TLAIB, Ms. NORTON, and Mr.
GRIJALVA.

H.R. 1262: Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. VAN DREW,
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. BISHOP, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
HARDER of California, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. FINSTAD, and
Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 1266: Mr. FINSTAD, Ms. DAVIDS of Kan-
sas, and Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 1267: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 1291: Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 1312: Mr. GILL of Texas.

H.R. 1313: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 1314: Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 1321: Mr. PETERS and Ms. SHERRILL.

H.R. 1336: Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 1346: Mr. SHREVE.

H.R. 1350: Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 1354: Mr. MEEKS and Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 1364: Mr. VALADAO.

H.R. 1383: Ms. MALOY, Mr. FULCHER, Mr.
PANETTA, Mr. HARDER of California, Ms.
PETTERSEN, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. DELBENE, and Ms.
BONAMICI.

H.R. 1386:

H.R. 1389:

H.R. 1394:

H.R. 1407:

H.R. 1414: Mr. MILLER of Ohio.

H.R. 1415: Mr. WESTERMAN.

H.R. 1422: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. SALAZAR,
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas, Ms.
Lois FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. BISHOP, Mr.
DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr.
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SMITH of New Jersey, Mrs. KIGGANS of Vir-
ginia, Mr. BosT, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
and Mr. TIFFANY.

H.R. 1437: Mr. CISCOMANI, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Ms. SEWELL, and Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 1458: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 1475: Mr. VALADAO
MCDOWELL.

H.R. 1484: Mr. MOULTON, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
GRIJALVA, and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 1488: Mr. COLE and Ms. DELBENE.

H.R. 1494: Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia and
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 1496: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
VALADAO, and Mr. VEASEY.

. 1505: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

. 1507: Mrs. LUNA and Mr. HARIDOPOLOS.
. 1530: Mrs. HAYES and Mr. LATIMER.

. 1535: Ms. SALINAS.

. Res. 20: Mr. YAKYM.

. Res. 25: Mr. TIMMONS.

. Res. 28: Mrs. BigGgs of South Carolina.
. Res. 31: Mr. VAN DREW.

. Res. 35: Ms. FEDORCHAK.

H. Con. Res. 4: Mr. OBERNOLTE.

H. Con. Res. 8 Mrs. HINSON and Mr.
LAWLER.

H. Res. 23: Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. SCHOLTEN,
Ms. R0OSS, Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. RYAN, and Mr.
THOMPSON of California.

H. Res. 70: Mr. MEEKS, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. GOMEZ,
Mr. CASE, Ms. BROWN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. HARDER of California, and Ms.
MCDONALD RIVET.

Res. 73: Mr. COSTA.

. Res. 100: Mr. MOULTON.

Res. 106: Mr. HUIZENGA.

Res. 110: Mrs. BIgGs of South Carolina.
Res. 120: Mr. CONAWAY.

Res. 136: Ms. MENG.

Res. 148: Mr. CONNOLLY.

Res. 153: Ms. PoU and Mr. RASKIN.

Res. 154: Mr. MEEKS, Ms. DEAN of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. COHEN, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas,
Mr. LIEU, Mr. HOYER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Ms. NORTON, Ms. TITUS, Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois, Ms. SCANLON, and Mr. MOULTON.

H. Res. 159: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mrs.
MCBATH, Mr. NADLER, Ms. STRICKLAND, Ms.
ELFRETH, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms.
BALINT, Ms. LEE of Nevada, Ms. Pou, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. BROWN, and Ms. RoOsSS.
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