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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Today, the opening prayer will be of-
fered by Pastor Brad Graves, senior 
pastor of First Baptist Church from 
Ada, OK. 

The guest Pastor offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

I want to thank you for this oppor-
tunity to pray. In front of you today is 
the vice president of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention. As the senior pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, as a father, a 
husband, a grandfather, but most im-
portantly, as a follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, let us pray together. 

Father God of Heaven, we come to 
You today in the Name of Your one and 
only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Countless men and women of faith in 
You have walked these halls over the 
last two-plus centuries. Ever since the 
setting of its cornerstone in 1793, this 
building has stood as a place not just of 
legislation but of morality and nobil-
ity. It has been a building that the na-
tions of the world look toward with 
bated breath to learn what the United 
States of America would do, how they 
would respond to crises in our world, 
and how they would assist those in 
need. 

Our own citizens have looked to this 
building, wondering with hope and 
prayers that the laws and decisions 
made in this room and in this building 
would better their lives, would protect 
their families, and would enable their 
God-given freedoms, and this day is no 
different. 

This day, March 4, 2025, is no dif-
ferent than any other day. We may not 
be at war, we may not be on the cusp 
of social crisis, but the world is watch-
ing our next move, and our citizens 
need God-fearing leadership. 

So now, before the gavel is struck, 
before the arguments are made, before 

the debate begins, we beg You, God, for 
mercy on our Nation. God, be patient 
with us. 

We ask for Your grace on our leader-
ship. Lord, they carry a heavy burden 
for which they will stand in account 
someday. 

We ask for the love of God to be dis-
played through our actions as a nation 
because we are called by Your Name, 
one Nation under God. 

I have been praying for every man 
and woman in this Senate Chamber to 
come to know the love of God. I pray 
that every family represented in this 
room would experience the love of God. 
I pray for every American citizen to 
understand the depth of God’s love for 
them. 

So, God of Heaven, I claim the Scrip-
ture that love ‘‘bears all things, be-
lieves all things, hopes all things, en-
dures all things.’’ I claim the Scripture 
that ‘‘everyone will know that you are 
[their] disciples, if [they] love one an-
other.’’ And I most certainly claim the 
Scripture that is so familiar to every 
one of us, that ‘‘God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whosoever believes in him will not per-
ish but have everlasting life.’’ 

Guide these men and women today, 
dear God, by Your unending, over-
whelming love, to do Your will and to 
follow Your ways and to especially pro-
tect the lives of the most vulnerable, 
to create legislation that supports fam-
ilies and morality and that shows the 
watching world the love of Jesus Christ 
is the only way to Heaven. 

I ask these things in the Name of my 
Lord, my Savior, and my returning 
King, Jesus Christ. 

And all God’s people across the Na-
tion say amen and amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORENO). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business for de-
bate only until 11 a.m. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
f 

HAMAS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, Octo-
ber 7, 2023, will probably go down in 
history to Americans like December 7, 
1941, Pearl Harbor Day. 

On October 7, 2 years ago, Israel ex-
perienced a surprise attack from 
Hamas. As those under attack rushed 
to safe rooms and to bomb shelters, the 
terrorist group infiltrating the country 
began firing on homes and killing 
Israelis at random. 

Those who have seen the footage of 
the attacks—in many cases, those 
films have been taken by the attackers 
themselves—have said that the glee 
and the pride Hamas showed in killing 
and mutilating and raping innocent ci-
vilians were particularly shocking. It 
is also very chilling and also very dis-
gusting. 

On October 7, Hamas also took 
roughly 250 residents hostage, even in-
cluding babies, really old people, and 
even some Americans. The horror these 
individuals have faced under the brutal 
reign of Hamas is unimaginable. The 
hostages have been subjected to inhu-
mane conditions, deprived of their 
basic human rights, and used as pawns 
in the cruel game of manipulation. 

Now more than 500 days later, Hamas 
is still holding dozens of hostages cap-
tive, including five Americans. Of the 
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five Americans in Hamas’s captivity, 
four have been confirmed to have been 
murdered. 

As the families have spent over a 
year in anguish, waiting for any sign of 
their loved ones, desperate for their 
safe return, Hamas has kept their bod-
ies and refused to return them to fam-
ily and friends, compounding the grief 
of loved ones. All Americans would say 
this cannot stand. 

The United States must remain 
steadfast in its commitment to secur-
ing the release of these hostages and 
holding Hamas accountable for these 
atrocities. Under President Trump’s 
leadership, that is exactly what our 
country is doing because of President 
Trump’s support for the State of Israel 
and his stand against hostage taking. 

To the families of these hostages, we 
grieve with you. We share in your pain, 
and we share in your hope as well. 

To the hostages still in captivity, we 
want them to know they are not for-
gotten. 

The world is watching, and we will 
not rest until justice is served and you 
are safely returned home. God bless 
you all. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this 
evening, President Trump will come to 
the Capitol to address Congress. I am 
looking forward to hearing the Presi-
dent discuss his accomplishments so 
far and outline his vision for our coun-
try. 

President Trump may have been in 
office for a matter of weeks, but he has 
already built a considerable record of 
success. Chief among his successes, of 
course, is the work he has been doing 
to confront illegal immigration and re-
store order to our southern border. 

Over the weekend, it emerged that 
there were just 8,450 encounters, ap-
proximately, at our southern border for 
the entire month of February—at least 
a 25-year low. That is a stunning turn-
around. To put that number in perspec-
tive, under President Biden, the Border 
Patrol sometimes saw that number in a 
single day. It is incredible what Presi-
dent Trump has accomplished in just 6 
weeks. 

I haven’t even mentioned how his ad-
ministration has been making our com-
munities safer by arresting and deport-

ing criminals here illegally. In just 6 
weeks, they have taken a lot of dan-
gerous people off of our streets. 

It all goes to show what is possible 
when you have a President committed 
to protecting our border and our Na-
tion’s security. 

Of course, that is not all the Presi-
dent has accomplished during his first 
6 weeks in office. Among other things, 
he has also been laying the groundwork 
for unleashing American energy. While 
Democrats may not like to admit it, 
the United States is rapidly heading 
toward an energy crisis where we sim-
ply don’t have the supply to meet the 
demand. 

The Washington Post noted last 
March: 

Vast swaths of the United States are at 
risk of running short of power as electricity- 
hungry data centers and clean-technology 
factories proliferate around the country, 
leaving utilities and regulators grasping for 
credible plans to expand the nation’s creak-
ing power grid. 

That is a pretty serious situation. 
Instead of taking steps to increase 

our energy supply, the Biden adminis-
tration pushed us further toward crisis 
with measures designed to restrict con-
ventional energy development and 
force Americans to adopt electric cars, 
putting a vast new burden on our elec-
tric grid. 

Fortunately, President Trump recog-
nizes the precarious situation we are 
facing, and he is already demonstrating 
his commitment to increasing our Na-
tion’s supply and promoting a secure 
and affordable energy future. I look 
forward to hearing from him as he dis-
cusses the work he has been doing to-
night. 

Here in the Senate, we have been 
working to support President Trump’s 
agenda first and foremost by getting 
his Cabinet in place. I am proud to re-
port we have confirmed 20 of the Presi-
dent’s 22 Cabinet nominees—a substan-
tially faster pace of confirmations than 
in any of the three previous adminis-
trations. 

In addition to Cabinet nominations, 
we have also been laying the ground-
work for making the tax cuts we 
passed during the first Trump adminis-
tration permanent as well as delivering 
a transformational investment in our 
border, national, and energy security. 

Of course, we are currently working 
to overturn burdensome Biden adminis-
tration regulations using the Congres-
sional Review Act. 

This week, we are taking up two 
rules that infringe on Americans’ fi-
nancial freedom. First, we will vote on 
Senator CRUZ’s resolution to stop the 
Biden administration’s digital asset 
broker rule, which puts at risk the pri-
vacy and security of tens of millions of 
Americans who trade digital assets. 
This rule could also mean forfeiting 
American leadership in financial inno-
vation by giving the advantage to for-
eign companies that do not have to 
comply with the rule and driving inno-
vation overseas. 

Later this week, we will vote on Sen-
ator RICKETTS’ resolution to prevent an 
unnecessary expansion of the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, or 
CFPB. The Biden administration made 
a last-ditch effort to increase govern-
ment supervision of nonbank payment 
apps like Venmo and PayPal by ex-
panding the CFPB’s authority. But 
these types of apps are already regu-
lated, and they accounted for just 1 
percent of the CFPB’s consumer com-
plaints in 2023. Why add another layer 
of bureaucracy? 

Apparently, Democrats can’t help 
but see innovation as an opportunity 
for regulation. All told, the Biden ad-
ministration saddled Americans with 
$1.8 trillion in regulatory burdens. 
That is a big weight on the economy 
and on crucial industries like Amer-
ican energy, and we will continue our 
work to alleviate these burdens. The 
Biden administration left our Nation 
facing a lot of challenges, but we are 
turning the page on the Biden adminis-
tration’s failed policies, and I firmly 
believe there is a brighter future 
ahead. 

I look forward to hearing from Presi-
dent Trump tonight as he outlines his 
vision for American greatness. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. So, Mr. President, 
tonight, Donald Trump will address the 
Nation before a joint session of Con-
gress. This will be the fifth time Don-
ald Trump speaks from the House 
Chamber, and by now, the American 
people know just what to expect. 

They can expect Donald Trump to 
launch a deluge of mistruths and false-
hoods. But tonight, we won’t hear one 
peep from Donald Trump about his bro-
ken promise to bring inflation down on 
‘‘day one.’’ We won’t hear one syllable 
about how Donald Trump’s policies are 
making inflation and the costs that av-
erage American families pay worse. 

So this morning, let’s start with that 
here, starting with tariffs. Last night, 
for the first time in decades, the Presi-
dent of the United States imposed 25 
percent tariffs on nearly all goods com-
ing from Canada and Mexico. 

What does this mean for the Amer-
ican people? What do Donald Trump’s 
tariffs mean for the American people? 
They are going to pay more. Everyday 
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costs are about to become more expen-
sive. It means, according to the CEO of 
Target, to take one example, con-
sumers could see higher prices within 
days. This is not something 6 months 
out. That includes everything: the 
price of gas, produce, cars, cheese, 
dairy products, coffee, even chocolate. 

American farmers will pay more for 
fertilizer, which means food prices go 
up. New furniture will become more ex-
pensive, as Canada is a major supplier 
of lumber. Refrigerators, washers, 
microwaves, laptops, smartphones, 
clothing, and shoes all will likely see 
increases. 

Hold on to your hat, Mr. and Mrs. 
America. When you bring it all to-
gether, the average U.S. household 
could see $2,000 in increased expenses a 
year, and that is a conservative esti-
mate. Let me repeat that. The average 
American family—$2,000 more out of 
their pockets, their hard-earned dollars 
that they are struggling to stretch. 
And now another added increase, all 
that didn’t have to happen, because 
Donald Trump is imposing tariffs on 
Canada and Mexico. 

It has been clear that in the past, 
when applied intelligently and pre-
cisely, tariffs can be a useful tool 
against adversaries that engage in un-
fair trade practices that harm Amer-
ican workers. The tariffs against China 
years ago are one example of this. But 
the situation today is completely dif-
ferent. It makes no sense to start a 
trade war with America’s closest trade 
partners because the casualty of that 
trade war will be consumers and Amer-
ican households. 

So let’s get it straight: Donald 
Trump’s tariffs are a tax on working 
Americans to the tune of $2,000 or more 
a year. 

Why are they doing this? Why are 
they doing this? Well, he says fentanyl, 
but less than 1 percent of the fentanyl 
that comes into the country comes 
from Canada. 

It is one of the ways they can close 
that budget hole when they take huge 
tax breaks for billionaires. This is an-
other place—another place—where 
Donald Trump and the Republicans are 
raising your costs so they can cut taxes 
for billionaires. It is unbelievable. I 
don’t think this is going to be seen 
very positively by the American peo-
ple. 

Now let’s talk about 1 month into the 
Trump administration. So, on his first 
day in office, Donald Trump promised a 
golden age was coming over the hori-
zon. But when Donald Trump speaks 
tonight, his promise of a golden age 
will feel like ancient history. 

So this morning, let’s talk about 
Donald Trump’s many broken prom-
ises. As a candidate, Donald Trump 
promised, ‘‘When I win, I will imme-
diately bring prices down, starting on 
day one.’’ 

‘‘Grocery prices will come tumbling 
down,’’ he said, when he gets elected. 

Instead, what has happened? Infla-
tion has gone not down but up. Gas 

prices were 2 percent up from the pre-
vious month. Chicken, pork, beef—all 
more expensive. Eggs, 15 percent higher 
than last month. 

And what is Donald Trump’s solution 
to all of this? The Secretary of Agri-
culture said yesterday Americans 
should just buy their own chickens to 
lay their own eggs. Is he serious? This 
is the Agriculture Secretary? Ameri-
cans should buy their own chickens to 
lay their own eggs? Whom are they 
kidding? 

As a candidate, Donald Trump also 
said, ‘‘Vote Trump and your incomes 
will soar. Your net worth will sky-
rocket.’’ 

Now, to be fair, if you are a billion-
aire, he is telling you the truth. But if 
you are not rich, Donald Trump and 
Republicans’ signature legislation is to 
cut Medicaid and Social Security and 
other programs by hundreds of billions 
of dollars in order to pay for tax breaks 
for the billionaires club. 

Let’s look at another claim by Don-
ald Trump: 

The next economic boom will begin the in-
stant . . . Donald J. Trump has won 4 more 
years. 

That is his quote. He said: 
The next economic boom will begin the in-

stant . . . Donald J. Trump has won 4 more 
years. 

Well, let’s look at what has actually 
happened. Last month, consumer con-
fidence took its biggest nosedive in 
years. Retail sales dropped unexpect-
edly by 0.5 percent. Unemployment fil-
ings hit their highest levels since last 
fall. The S&P 500, one of Donald 
Trump’s favorite measuring sticks, has 
erased all the gains this year, and now 
Donald Trump has started a trade war 
with our closest trading partners. That 
is not what an economic boom looks 
like. 

This is economic anemia created by 
Donald Trump’s own policies. 

I could go on because there are so 
many people being hurt and such poli-
cies of foolishness. Donald Trump 
promised to take care of veterans. Yet 
DOGE tried to fire hundreds of critical 
staffers from the VA, including crisis 
hotline staff and funding for cancer 
treatments. Housing costs are up. Elec-
tricity bills are up. 

If there is any golden age to be had 
under Donald Trump, it is a golden age 
for lawlessness; it is a golden age for 
billionaires and their club. It is not a 
golden age for Americans who work 
hard every day to live an honest life to 
make ends meet. But I doubt we will 
hear any of that from Donald Trump 
tonight. 

Finally, I am proud to welcome seven 
New Yorkers to tonight’s joint meeting 
of Congress. These New Yorkers are ex-
amples of some of the very people 
whom Donald Trump promised to help 
but whom he has left behind. 

First, I am honored to welcome 
Emma Larson, a 12-year-old middle 
school student from Long Island with a 
rare genetic disease which has been 
treated thanks to NIH-funded research. 

Emma was diagnosed with spinal mus-
cular atrophy as a 1-year-old. At the 
time, there was no cure. Her parents 
were anguished. But thanks to research 
at an NIH-funded lab in Cold Spring, 
NY, Emma received a breakthrough 
drug that changed SMA’s prognosis. 

Emma’s story shows why NIH fund-
ing is lifesaving, and we should stand 
up against efforts to slash funding. 
Imagine slashing funding to NIH, 
which helps people like Emma live, so 
you can give a tax break to billionaires 
who are already doing very well, thank 
you. 

I am also proud to welcome Alissa 
Ellman, a disabled Army veteran re-
cently fired from the VA in Lockport, 
NY, in Western New York. Alissa 
served honorably in Afghanistan and 
was diagnosed with a rare cancer asso-
ciated with toxic burn pit exposure. 

Even while receiving treatment, she 
wanted to work; she wanted to serve 
her fellow veterans. She got a job at 
the Buffalo VA. 

But guess what, last week, Alissa 
found herself locked out of her com-
puter and later found out DOGE elimi-
nated her position. This woman served 
in Afghanistan, got sick after serving 
our country, working in the Veterans 
Administration to help other veterans. 
All of a sudden—no word, no notice— 
locked out of her computer, and found 
that DOGE eliminated her position. 

Is that the golden age? For whom? 
Alissa is 1 of 2,500 VA employees who 
were fired by DOGE, putting the care 
of our Nation’s veterans at risk. 

Tonight, I also welcome Tiffany 
Ramos from Rome, NY, who worked at 
the USDA office in Syracuse and was 
fired from her job helping rural farm-
ers and businesses across Upstate New 
York. Tiffany is just one of many 
USDA employees fired with no notice 
despite years of service, leaving farm-
ers across America wondering who is 
left to help. 

It is amazing. These people worked 
hard. There was nothing against them. 
They didn’t get a notice saying: You 
didn’t do this, this, this; you can im-
prove this way, this way, that way. 
They were just fired. It is cruel. It is 
heartless. It is nasty. It is lacking 
knowledge and fact-based, and it hurts 
America—in this case, our farmers. 

I am also proud to welcome two Med-
icaid recipients, Jessica Martinez and 
Ana Medina Garcia. Jessica and Ana 
are both cancer survivors who de-
pended on Medicaid to afford their 
medication and receive treatment. 

And, finally, it is truly my honor to 
welcome Oran Neutra, mother of Omer 
Neutra, and Ruby Chen, father of Itay 
Chen. As we all know now, Omer and 
Itay were tragically murdered by vi-
cious Hamas thugs right on October 7, 
the day of the massacre, the day of the 
invasion of Israel. 

In the case of Omer’s family, it 
wasn’t until a year later they learned 
he was murdered by Hamas on October 
7—how cruel. Hamas let them worry. I 
met with them numerous times: Is our 
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son alive? Is he dead? Is he OK? Is he 
wounded? Viciousness of Hamas—the 
viciousness. 

As for Itay, he was taken hostage and 
tragically murdered by Hamas on the 
border of Gaza on October 7. After 
months of fighting for his return, 
Itay’s family learned that he was also 
murdered that terrible day. 

This is the depths of Hamas’ cruelty. 
For months, they refused to even ac-
knowledge that Omer and Itay had 
been murdered. They kept these fami-
lies in anguish, in the dark. What a 
horrible feeling to wonder if your child 
is alive or dead. Hamas knowing it, 
dangled cruelly the possibility of 
maybe they are alive when they 
weren’t. 

The families wondered over and over 
again: Are our children alive? Are they 
dead? And, of course, tragically, their 
worst fears happened. What Omer and 
Itay’s family have endured is beyond 
comprehension. 

I am inspired by their perseverance, 
by their resolve to keep calling for the 
safe return of remaining hostages, even 
though their loved ones are gone, and 
for the return of the bodies of their 
loved ones, which is essential by Jew-
ish law. 

There is no time to waste. I will con-
tinue working for as long as it takes to 
finally bring every last hostage and the 
remains of the hostages no longer with 
us home to us. It is an honor to wel-
come all my guests to the Capitol. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
f 

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, to-
night President Trump will take the 
podium, and he will have a joint ad-
dress to Congress, and, clearly, to the 
Nation. 

I just heard the minority leader of 
the Senate come to the floor and talk 
about President Trump’s promises. 
Well, let me talk about those prom-
ises—promises made, promises kept by 
President Trump. 

He has only been in the office now for 
7 weeks, and he has a very strong 
record of accomplishment in those 7 
weeks. What did he promise he would 
do? He said he would cut wasteful 
Washington spending. Well, that is a 
promise that he has kept. 

What we are seeing is the most com-
prehensive audit of Federal spending of 
money in history. This administration 
already, in just these short weeks, has 
identified $55 billion of savings. 

President Trump promised to secure 
the border. Well, he has kept that 
promise as well. He immediately began 
deporting criminal illegal immigrants. 
They are here in the country illegally, 
and they were criminals—heinous 
crimes. We are talking about mur-
derers, rapists, drug dealers. The word 
got out around the world. Illegal bor-
der crossings in February dropped to 
an alltime low. 

President Trump said he would un-
leash American energy. He has kept 
that promise as well. On day one, 
President Trump declared a national 
energy emergency. Now, this is going 
to unlock America’s full energy poten-
tial. He withdrew from the Paris cli-
mate accord. Did it once before, but 
Joe Biden put us back in. 

What we saw in the Biden adminis-
tration is they applied handcuffs to 
American energy producers and Amer-
ican energy production. President 
Trump said: No, we are not doing that. 
He has opened Alaska’s vast amounts 
of energy for the American people. 

He pulled the plug on Biden’s electric 
vehicle mandates. He reopened 625 mil-
lion acres of offshore drilling. Remem-
ber, Joe Biden, in the final days of his 
administration, with his midnight reg-
ulation to ban that exploration for 
American energy. 

President Trump promised to protect 
women who participate in sports. He 
kept that promise. The Trump admin-
istration marks the return to common 
sense. 

We have seen that return to common 
sense, also, Mr. President, in here in 
the U.S. Senate because we are deter-
mined to get America back on track. 
There is no time to waste. 

One measure of our rapid start is the 
historic pace with which we have been 
able to confirm members of President 
Trump’s Cabinet. 

Senate Republicans have now con-
firmed 20—20—members of President 
Trump’s Cabinet. We confirmed Presi-
dent Trump’s Education Secretary just 
last evening. So compared to previous 
Presidents, this is a remarkable pace. 
More confirmations than President 
Obama had at this point in 2009; more 
confirmations than President Biden 
had in 2021. It surpasses the timeline of 
any President in recent history. 

President Trump’s nominees are 
strong. They are smart. They have a 
history of success, and that history is 
going to continue now that they are 
members of the Cabinet. 

Our success has had a direct impact 
on President Trump’s agenda. With his 
team in place, President Trump has 
been able to execute effectively and ef-
ficiently. 

The Senate has also acted decisively 
to secure the border. Within days of 
taking office, Senate Republicans 
passed the Laken Riley Act. The Laken 
Riley Act is named after a young nurs-
ing student in Georgia. She was mur-
dered by an illegal immigrant. She was 
just out for a jog. We named the bill in 
her honor. The Laken Riley Act saves 
American lives. It requires illegal im-
migrant criminals to be deported. It 
was bipartisan legislation. And 12 
Democrats voted with us to pass this 
legislation, and it is now law of the 
land. 

The Laken Riley Act sends a clear 
message that tragedies like this never 
be allowed to happen again in the 
United States of America, that the era 
of open borders is over. 

Senate Republicans mean business. 
After years of crises, we are now secur-
ing the border. The numbers tell the 
story. We are deporting illegal immi-
grant criminals on a daily basis, and 
we are also working with the House of 
Representatives on our shared agenda. 
We are delivering on the promises that 
we made to the American people. We 
are going to secure the border, we will 
restore peace through strength, we are 
unleashing American energy, and we 
are going to stop the Democrats’ on-
coming freight train of a $4 trillion tax 
increase. 

Democrats oppose all of these things. 
They want to raise American public 
taxes by $4 trillion. Mr. President, we 
are going to stop that. President 
Trump is only 43 days in this office in 
his historic Presidency, an incredible 
comeback victory—the comeback king, 
as I call him from his ability to win 
this election. He won 312 electoral 
votes, every one of the battleground 
States, and this President has not 
wasted a second, a minute, an hour, or 
a day in office because he knows how 
important it is to act quickly. 

He is doing that. He is solving the ur-
gent problems facing our Nation, what 
American people elected him to do, 
what the American people expect, and 
it is what the American people are see-
ing. So the President is working with 
the House and the Senate, all of us 
working together to get America back 
on track, and we are going to deliver 
what the Americans have asked for: 
safety and prosperity for the people of 
this great country. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
f 

JANUARY 6 PARDONS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 
been honored to serve in the U.S. Sen-
ate for a number of years, and I carry 
with that service a great number of 
memories. But there is one that is par-
ticularly personal that I will never for-
get. The year was 2021, and the day was 
January 6. 

The Senate Chamber was filled with 
Members who were witnessing a meet-
ing required by our Constitution, 
where the Vice President presided over 
the Senate where the Presiding Officer 
is sitting. We gathered here and count-
ed the electoral votes to determine who 
was the President as a result of the 2020 
election. It is a fairly routine under-
taking, but there is some solemnity to 
it because the Constitution requires it. 

And I can recall that episode because 
it was a hectic day. It was the same 
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day that President Trump, leaving the 
Office because he lost that election in 
2020, had called a rally down at the end 
of the Mall. Thousands of people 
showed up, and they decided to march 
on the Capitol at the President’s urg-
ing and invitation. 

It is not unusual in this town or even 
in this building that protesters would 
gather to state their purpose, as they 
are entitled to in a democracy. But 
this was different. The group that was 
coming up here was not protesting or 
gathering for speeches. They had some 
other intent, and we weren’t sure what 
it was. 

I can recall it was a few minutes 
after 2 in the afternoon on that day. 
Vice President Pence was sitting where 
the Presiding Officer is, and in the 
midst of the proceedings, some group— 
I believe now that it was the Secret 
Service—came in and literally phys-
ically removed Vice President Pence 
from where the Presiding Officer is sit-
ting, leaving the chair empty while we 
were in session. It was a startling mo-
ment: What is going on here? 

In a few minutes, a representative of 
the Capitol Police stood at the podium 
where the Presiding Officer is sitting 
and made an announcement. 

Now, for those that don’t know the 
Capitol Police, they are our security 
force. They are the ones that keep us 
safe as we do the duties of our govern-
ment, and they protect everyone in the 
building—tourists, staff, everyone. 
They literally risk their lives for us. 

So one of them came and stood before 
us in uniform and said: There is a 
group approaching the Capitol, and we 
ask you all to stay in your seats. This 
is going to be a safe place here in the 
Senate Chamber. Others will join you 
along the walls, and don’t worry about 
it. We are all going to be safe in this 
building. 

It wasn’t 10 minutes later that an-
other Capitol policeman came before us 
and said: Plans have changed. Every-
one evacuate the Chamber as quickly 
as possible. 

We went outside and saw through the 
windows the demonstrators with their 
signs coming toward the Capitol. Some 
were beating at the windows, and some 
were approaching the Capitol from dif-
ferent directions. And we were spirited 
off to another office building on Cap-
itol Hill where we were protected. 

That is a day you will never forget— 
I will never forget. I have been coming 
into this building since I was a college 
student at Georgetown, years ago. This 
is a special place to me. It is not my of-
fice building. It is the U.S. Capitol 
Building. It carries with it not only a 
history but a significance as a symbol. 

It means something to have a mob 
take over the Capitol, as happened that 
day, pushing Members of the House and 
Senate to hide in broom closets and to 
leave the building for their own per-
sonal safety. I never dreamed that 
would happen in the United States of 
America, but I lived it. It happened, 
and the American people know it hap-

pened because the videos are quite 
graphic. They tell the story of what 
was going on that day. 

At the end of the day, many of us 
were in different places, watching as C– 
SPAN broadcast the rioters coming 
into this Chamber, spiriting, going 
through my desk—not just mine but 
many others—posing for pictures in the 
Presiding Officer’s chair. It was a scene 
that was sad, tragic, infuriating. 

I thought to myself, at the time: 
What if we had just heard a notice that 
at the Houses of Parliament—the 
House of Commons in Parliament—in 
London, England, the door had been 
beaten down and a mob had overtaken 
the Members of Parliament? 

You wouldn’t believe it. That doesn’t 
happen. This is a civilized country. 
England—it couldn’t happen there. 

Well, it didn’t. It happened here. As a 
result of it, the Department of Justice 
took those people, those violent riot-
ers, seriously and prosecuted almost 
1,600 of them of wrongdoing—some of 
them very serious sentences, some just 
trespassing. But they were all taken 
seriously and treated appropriately. 
They answered under the law for their 
conduct that fatal day. 

So what happened when this new 
President came to office? 

He decided: That isn’t what happened 
at all on January 6. These tourists, 
these demonstrators, were assaulted by 
the police. 

He ignored the fact that 140 law en-
forcement officials were injured on 
that day protecting this building and 
the people in it. He ignored the fact 
that three or four people died shortly 
thereafter because of that experience. 
He decided that the people who needed 
our sympathy were the rioters and not 
the police. And so the President, in one 
of his first acts of office—President 
Trump—signed the pardon of some 1,600 
individuals. 

I have come to the floor to report to 
you what has happened since, in the 
few weeks that have passed since that 
mass pardon by President Trump. 

I want to tell you the story, today, of 
several of the people who were involved 
in January 6 and pardoned by Presi-
dent Trump. Last week, body camera 
video was released depicting a traffic- 
related felony arrest during which a 
sheriff’s deputy fatally shot former 
January 6 defendant Matthew Huttle— 
not the first to be shot by a policeman 
after he was pardoned by President 
Trump. 

The video footage confirmed that 
there was a struggle during the inci-
dent, during which Huttle, a January 6 
defendant, raised an object that the 
sheriff’s deputy believed to be a fire-
arm. At the beginning of the traffic 
stop, Huttle can be seen on video stat-
ing: 

I just want to let you know that I am a 
January 6 defendant. 

I stormed the Capitol. I’m waiting on my 
pardon. 

Investigators later recovered a load-
ed 9mm handgun and ammunition in 

Huttle’s vehicle. Huttle was among the 
1,600 individuals involved in the Janu-
ary 6 Capitol riot pardoned by Presi-
dent Trump. Huttle had pleaded guilty 
to one count of entering and remaining 
in a restricted building or grounds for 
his role in the insurrection. He was 
sentenced to 6 months in prison. 

Peter Schwartz was sentenced to 14 
years in prison on charges that in-
cluded four counts of assaulting police 
officers during the January 6 attack on 
the Capitol. Schwartz was seen on body 
camera footage spraying officers with 
pepper spray and wielding a baton, and 
prosecutors allege he threw the first 
chair at officers, creating an opening 
that enabled hundreds of rioters to 
push back the police lines. 

Prior to January 6, Schwartz had 
amassed criminal convictions in more 
than four different States for crimes 
including domestic violence, threat-
ening his girlfriend, and assaulting se-
curity officers. One of Schwartz’s 
former girlfriends, Shantelle Holeton, 
a 43-year-old factory worker who has 
voted for President Trump three times, 
she says, recently told CBS News that 
she fears for her safety now that 
Schwartz has been pardoned and re-
leased. Holeton reports that Schwartz 
persistently beat her during their 
months-long relationship until she 
called the police in July of 2019, alleg-
ing that Schwartz was threatening to 
kill her and her son. 

In reacting to Schwartz’s involve-
ment in the insurrection, Holeton stat-
ed: 

He found an opportunity to go and be vio-
lent. The man thrives on violence. He thrives 
on people fearing him. 

Another of Schwartz’s girlfriends, 
Shelly Stallings, filed a police report 
in 2020 alleging that Schwartz bit her 
forehead and punched her in the head. 

Schwartz was one of those who was 
pardoned by President Trump. 

Jeremy Brown, one of the last Janu-
ary 6 defendants remaining behind bars 
since President Trump’s blanket par-
don, was released from the Federal cor-
rectional institution in Atlanta on 
Wednesday. Brown had not yet been re-
leased because prosecutors did not con-
sider one of his two criminal cases to 
be related to January 6 and thus cov-
ered by the pardon. 

However, the Justice Department has 
since reversed course. In April of 2023, 
Brown was convicted in Tampa, FL, of 
possessing a short-barrel rifle, a shot-
gun, and explosive grenades—explosive 
grenades—and willful retention of a na-
tional defense document, all resulting 
from a January 6-related law enforce-
ment search of his residence in Sep-
tember of 2021. He was sentenced to 87 
months in prison for those charges and 
released by the pardon of President 
Trump. 

This is a horrible situation, and 
sadly, tragically, these are people who 
never should have been pardoned by 
the President. They attacked the po-
lice here in this building. They dese-
crated this Capitol. They were not the 
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victims. They victimized innocent peo-
ple who were doing their jobs under the 
Constitution. 

f 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, instead 
of improving lives or lowering prices 
for Americans, we are seeing policies in 
the Trump administration do exactly 
the opposite. 

The President has spent his time try-
ing to systemically dismantle the Fed-
eral Government, creating riffs with 
our closest allies and now imposing re-
strictive tariffs on our biggest trading 
partners. The tariffs that he has un-
leashed—25 percent on Canada and 
Mexico as well as an additional 10 per-
cent on China—will hurt American 
consumers and supply chains and un-
dermine American manufacturing. 

Illinois is the fourth largest exporter 
in the Nation. In 2023, our exports to 
Canada totaled more than $21 billion— 
billion. These tariffs will hurt Illinois 
farmers, workers, and manufacturers, 
not to mention consumers. Additional 
tariffs on our three biggest trading 
partners will add to the economic 
strain that is already beginning to 
show under the new administration. 

A survey of consumer sentiment pub-
lished last month recorded this largest 
month of decline in 4 years due, in 
large part, to concerns about trade and 
tariffs. Tariffs are taxes. They are 
taxes the consumers of America will 
have to pay. These levels of concern 
have not been seen since the trade wars 
in President Trump’s first term. 

As Americans already struggle under 
the weight of high housing costs, these 
tariffs will make things worse. Much of 
the lumber used to build new homes in 
the United States comes from Canada, 
and more than 70 percent of the im-
ports of two essential materials that 
homebuilders rely on, softwood lumber 
and gypsum, come from Canada and 
Mexico. With a 25-percent tariff on im-
ported goods from those two countries, 
American homebuilders will need to 
pay more and so will the consumers. 

While the President claims that for-
eign countries will pay for U.S. tariffs, 
that isn’t the truth, and we know what 
the truth is: The burden of tariffs is 
carried by American companies and 
passed on to American consumers. 

Indiscriminately slapping tariffs on 
the goods American consumers need 
means higher costs, higher costs on 
groceries, gas, cars, while inspiring re-
taliatory tariffs and even boycotts on 
American-made products, further hurt-
ing our economy. 

I understand we are probably having 
a rollcall. I see a number of Members 
coming to the floor. 

But President Trump’s economic 
chaos isn’t just happening overseas. 
You see, right now, Congress is in the 
midst of doing its most basic and es-
sential job: Funding the government. 
But under the direction of President 
Trump, instead of coming to the nego-
tiating table to pass a serious, full-year 

spending bill that serves the interests 
of everyday Americans, Congressional 
Republicans are bargaining away the 
well-being of working families to pay 
for tax breaks for billionaires. 

And what is the most egregious ex-
ample of this? Their plan to slash 
health coverage for millions of Ameri-
cans who rely on Medicaid. 

House Republicans have proposed 
$880 billion in cuts to the Medicaid pro-
gram, and Senate Republicans have 
similarly put this health program in 
the crosshairs. Why? Not because they 
want to lower health care costs or im-
prove our health care system, but be-
cause they want to use Medicaid cuts 
as a piggy-bank for tax breaks to bil-
lionaires. 

The richest man in the world, Elon 
Musk, can dance around on stage with 
a chainsaw, cheering cuts to basic 
health care programs, but let me ex-
plain to you what that means for work-
ing families. Medicaid covers 30 million 
children—nearly half of all children in 
America—60 percent of seniors in nurs-
ing homes, and is the largest funder of 
addiction and mental health treat-
ment. 

In Illinois, 3.4 million people are en-
rolled in Medicaid, including 1.5 mil-
lion children. Under Republican plans 
to slash Medicaid, 775,000 adults who 
gained health insurance coverage under 
the Affordable Care Act could lose cov-
erage almost overnight. And for other 
children, elderly, or disabled Illi-
noisans who depend on it, they may no 
longer be able to access lifesaving med-
ical treatment. 

Republicans are ignoring the obvious: 
Medicaid is a lifeline for children’s hos-
pitals and rural hospitals in their com-
munities. In Illinois, 60 percent of our 
102 counties are rural. Rural hospitals 
are the backbone of communities in 
central and southern Illinois. Rural 
hospitals anchor the local economy— 
they often are the largest employer in 
town. And they are a critical access 
point for health care. If you suffer a 
farm accident or face a complication 
with your birth, you cannot afford to 
drive hours to the nearest hospital. 

That’s why I have worked for years 
to improve access to health care in 
rural areas—working to strengthen 
rural hospitals and recruit more doc-
tors, dentists, and nurses. But rural 
hospitals in Illinois and nationwide 
could be at risk of closure if Repub-
licans put Medicaid on the chopping 
block. Already, half of rural hospitals 
in America operate in the red. And for 
many rural hospitals, Medicaid covers 
a large percentage of their patients and 
accounts for a large portion of the hos-
pital’s budget. 

For HSHS St. Francis Hospital in 
Litchfield, IL, Medicaid pays for 53 per-
cent of the hospitalizations. For OSF 
St. Clare Hospital in Princeton, IL, 
Medicaid pays for 45 percent of hos-
pitalizations. It is 42 percent for SSM 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Centralia, IL. 

Do you see the picture? Cuts to Med-
icaid put rural hospitals in jeopardy. 

And if rural hospitals close because of 
Republican budget cuts, communities 
will suffer. Children seeking cancer 
treatment won’t be able to access the 
local care they need. Pregnant women 
will have to drive further to deliver 
their babies. And your grandparent will 
have to wait months to get in to see 
that diabetes specialist. 

If Republicans push forward with 
their cruel and unpopular funding plan, 
working families will lose and billion-
aires will win. It is simple and dev-
astating math. If Americans cannot ac-
cess health care because funding was 
slashed to fund tax cuts for the 
wealthy, if they cannot afford groceries 
because of an ill-conceived trade war, 
know that it is because President 
Trump is the billionaire’s president. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SHEEHY). The majority whip. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE RELATING TO ‘‘GROSS 
PROCEEDS REPORTING BY BRO-
KERS THAT REGULARLY PRO-
VIDE SERVICES EFFECTUATING 
DIGITAL ASSET SALES’’—Motion 
To Proceed 

Mr. BARRASSO. I move to proceed 
to Calendar No. 11, S.J. Res. 3. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 11, S.J. 
Res. 3, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the In-
ternal Revenue Service relating to ‘‘Gross 
Proceeds Reporting by Brokers That Regu-
larly Provide Services Effectuating Digital 
Asset Sales’’. 

VOTE ON MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) 
is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 70, 
nays 28, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 101 Leg.] 

YEAS—70 

Alsobrooks 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Booker 

Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 

Collins 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
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Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 

Kennedy 
Kim 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Luján 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 

Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Warner 
Warnock 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—28 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Hassan 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Klobuchar 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Sanders 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Lummis Slotkin 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE RELATING TO ‘‘GROSS 
PROCEEDS REPORTING BY BRO-
KERS THAT REGULARLY PRO-
VIDE SERVICES EFFECTUATING 
DIGITAL ASSET SALES’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 3) providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Internal Revenue Service 
relating to ‘‘Gross Proceeds Reporting by 
Brokers That Regularly Provide Services Ef-
fectuating Digital Asset Sales’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Senator from Maine. 

(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS and 
Ms. BALDWIN pertaining to the intro-
duction of S. 830 are printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Ms. BALDWIN. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
NOMINATION OF ELBRIDGE COLBY 

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to argue for a swift and decisive 
confirmation of Elbridge Colby as 
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy. 

It is common today to hear leaders in 
the foreign policy establishment talk 
of upholding the rules-based inter-
national order and promoting liberal 
values and norms. What is much less 
common is to hear anyone talk about 
tangible, concrete American interests. 
Mr. Colby is a welcome exception. He 
believes that America is a real, con-
crete nation and people with real, con-
crete interests and that the funda-
mental purpose of our foreign policy is 
to protect and advance those interests. 

For the past 30 years, American for-
eign policy has lurched from disaster 
to disaster. To be a friend of the reign-
ing consensus is to be an advocate of 
the same failed ideas that led us to 
spend trillions of dollars and countless 
young Americans’ lives for causes and 
conflicts that were not ours, while 
leaving us woefully unprepared for the 
ones that are. 

America does not need more of the 
same. What America needs is a new ap-
proach, a new strategy, a new philos-
ophy of strength for the 21st century. 
That is what Elbridge Colby will de-
liver. 

No one could argue that Mr. Colby 
isn’t qualified for this role. He spent 
well over 20 years working in defense 
and foreign policy, serving in the De-
partment of State, the Department of 
Defense, and various national security 
positions at different think tanks. 

He served faithfully in the first 
Trump administration as the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Strategy and Force Development, 
where he was the lead author of the 
2018 National Defense Strategy. From 
there, he founded a think tank, the 
Marathon Initiative, and wrote a book 
called the ‘‘Strategy of Denial’’ out-
lining his vision for confronting the 
true geopolitical challenge of our time: 
deterring—and if necessary, defeating— 
the threats posed by a rising China. 

President Trump’s decision to nomi-
nate Mr. Colby to this position was not 
a mistake. It was intentional. This ad-
ministration wants to carry out a fun-
damental and long-overdue reorienta-
tion of our Nation’s foreign policy, and 
Elbridge Colby is a critical component 
of that mission. 

The media tells us that he is con-
troversial. Why? Well, he believes that 
our foreign policy must prioritize our 
core interests, and that means that we 
can’t be everywhere at once, doing ev-
erything all the time. His critics say 
that makes him weak. In reality, it is 
exactly the opposite. The quickest and 
most certain path to weakness is to 
waste our blood and treasure on Wil-
sonian adventurism abroad as the real 
threats and enemies of America grow 
unchecked. For years, Mr. Colby has 
been one of the lone voices in the for-
eign policy establishment with a real 
and viable vision for American 
strength. 

It is true that Mr. Colby believes 
that the Iraq war was a mistake. He 
does not believe that a hot war with 
Iran would serve America’s long-term 
interests. He believes that a costly and 
unwinnable proxy war in Ukraine is an 
obstacle to our ability to rebuild our 
military and revitalize our industrial 
base here at home and that our Euro-
pean allies must step up and do more 
to defend their own continent as the 
United States transitions to our focus 
in the Indo-Pacific. On all of these 
things, the decisive majority of Ameri-
cans are on his side even if the foreign 
policy establishment isn’t. 

The political class in this city must 
come to terms with the fact that the 

world most of us grew up in no longer 
exists. President Trump intends to 
drag this city—kicking and screaming 
if necessary—into the 21st century. 
That is what we saw at the White 
House last week—a new foreign policy 
centered around uncompromising and 
unapologetic pursuit of the interests of 
the American people. 

Mr. Colby will play a key role in that 
project, and I look forward to watching 
him serve as our next Under Secretary 
of Defense for Policy. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, on day one, 

President Trump lit the fuse on Elon 
Musk’s plan to hollow out the Federal 
Government by changing the name of 
an obscure technical office within the 
White House, the U.S. Digital Services, 
USDS, and called it DOGE, without 
congressional authorization, and giving 
it extraordinary reach into the oper-
ations of the Federal Agencies. 

Since then, we have heard report 
after report about how Mr. Musk and 
DOGE have rammed their way into 
Agencies not to make smart decisions, 
not to improve efficiency, not to elimi-
nate waste, fraud, and abuse, but to 
disrupt, denigrate, and demoralize. 

And along the way, DOGE has made 
incredible blunders such as firing and 
then scrambling to rehire employees at 
the National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration. 

Let me repeat that. Mr. Musk and his 
minions fired the people who keep nu-
clear weapons safe, and then someone 
realized, fortunately, within a few days 
that they had to come back. 

And here is another example: Musk 
and his hackers made the CIA send an 
unclassified email with the names of 
its recent hires. Boy, if I was in the 
Russian Security Service, I would love 
to get a list—which they did—of every-
one who is going into the CIA. 

They also cut staff from the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the Na-
tional Weather Service who prevent 
and warn every American of travel and 
weather dangers. It goes beyond that. 
Agricultural interests listen daily to 
the reports, the accurate reports of the 
Weather Service, so they can plan their 
crops, so they can plan everything— 
and that is being withered away. And I 
think the ultimate goal is to privatize 
it, which is not the best way to go. 

These actions don’t just reflect in-
credible incompetence; they are dan-
gerous. They undermine national secu-
rity and increase risks for American 
citizens. 

In any other setting, blunders like 
these would be grounds for firing, but 
Musk and DOGE operate with arro-
gance, impunity, and zero trans-
parency. Millions of Americans are 
asking: Who are these people? 

As the ranking member of the Finan-
cial Services and General Government 
Appropriations Subcommittee, the sub-
committee that ostensibly oversees the 
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budget for the White House, USDS, and 
DOGE, I am asking the same question. 
Because Congress, like the American 
people, is being kept in the dark. 

As appropriators, we typically work 
together on a bipartisan basis—no mat-
ter which party is in the White House— 
to get information, to conduct over-
sight, to ensure that Federal dollars 
are spent in accordance with the laws 
passed by Congress. But now, without 
authorization from Congress, DOGE is 
recklessly slashing its way through 
virtually every Federal Agency, from 
the Office of Personnel Management to 
Treasury to HUD to State to USAID to 
the Department of Defense and more. 

It is vital that we understand what 
DOGE is and isn’t. While Elon Musk 
tells us and the American people that 
DOGE is ‘‘maximally transparent,’’ it 
is not. We still do not have answers to 
fundamental questions like: What is 
the scope of DOGE’s work? How many 
people work at DOGE? And who are 
they? Do they also hold jobs outside 
the Federal Government? What are 
their financial holdings and potential 
conflicts of interest? 

Do they have allegiances to foreign 
governments? Will DOGE respond to 
requests under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act? What are its plans to re-
form Agencies? Who is DOGE firing and 
why? And many, many other questions. 

And, unfortunately, when DOGE 
shares information, it is frequently 
wrong. As the New York Times re-
ported, five of DOGE’s biggest claimed 
savings were deleted from its website 
because they were inaccurate. 

This includes a canceled USAID con-
tract for $650 million, which was count-
ed by DOGE three times; a canceled So-
cial Security contract was erroneously 
listed as being worth $232 million, in-
stead of the actual $560,000; and a can-
celed ICE contract was listed as saving 
$8 billion instead of $8 million. 

If you are going to name something 
the Department of Government Effi-
ciency, don’t you owe it to the tax-
payers to actually do a good job? On 
top of having zero accountability, 
DOGE’s legal authority to operate is 
dubious. 

DOGE has, essentially, taken over 
the USDS, which was originally estab-
lished to help Federal Agencies more 
adeptly utilize technology to serve the 
American people. Over the years, USDS 
helped establish everything from Di-
rect File, which helps taxpayers file 
their taxes for free, to direct-mail 
COVID tests to a successful online 
passport renewal program. 

DOGE is now using the hollowed 
shell of USDS to illegally undo the 
American Federal Government, moving 
from Agency to Agency, cutting con-
gressionally appropriated Federal 
spending, priorities, and even disman-
tling entire Agencies. 

The bottom line is that DOGE, with-
out congressional authorization and 
without direct funding from Congress, 
is acting to undermine the Federal 
Government. And, frankly, contempt 

to the U.S. Congress as a constitu-
tional body who creates the law. 

The President’s challenge in the Con-
stitution is to enforce the laws, not to 
circumvent the Congress of the United 
States. Based on press reports, DOGE 
appears to be populated by a mixture of 
unelected billionaires, tech executives, 
and unvetted, inexperienced people, in-
cluding an individual who was found to 
have posted racist tweets. 

This gang is being granted access to 
America’s most sensitive data like 
your bank accounts, your Social Secu-
rity accounts, and, it would seem, a 
host of classified intelligence. And how 
are they using this information? How 
are they protecting this information 
from our enemies? Is it being shared 
with outside entities? Is DOGE simply 
being used to give Mr. Musk, his com-
panies, and his billionaire friends an 
advantage when competing for govern-
ment contracts? 

We simply don’t know what this gang 
is doing inside the government. Every 
single day that passes without trans-
parency and congressional access to in-
formation about DOGE’s funding, staff-
ing, and scope of work is a moment too 
long. 

With the current continuing resolu-
tion due to expire on March 14, we have 
big decisions to make. My hope is that 
these decisions can be made on a bipar-
tisan basis informed by the facts, but 
we cannot responsibly fund the govern-
ment if we do not understand how 
DOGE has infiltrated it, made it less 
efficient and less responsive to tax-
payers, and, essentially, has cir-
cumvented the constitutional respon-
sibilities of the U.S. Congress. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
Members be permitted to speak prior 
to the lunch recess: Myself, for up to 15 
minutes; Senator MURRAY, up to 10 
minutes; Senator CANTWELL, up to 5 
minutes; and Senator BRITT, for up to 
10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as ev-

erybody knows, tonight, President 
Trump will give an address to a joint 
session of Congress. I look forward to 
attending the President’s address, and 
I am happy to welcome my friend Abra-
ham George, who will join me as a 
guest tonight. 

In addition, three other Texans will 
be joining the President tonight as his 
guests. Alexis Nungaray from Houston, 
TX, is an angel mom who lost her love-
ly 12-year-old daughter Jocelyn. 
Jocelyn was tragically murdered by 
two illegal immigrants who, just weeks 
before, were apprehended and released 
by the Biden administration. 

Next from Texas, Roberto Ortiz from 
Weslaco is one of our brave veterans 
who has served nearly a decade in the 

U.S. Border Patrol. Roberto’s courage 
in the face of danger has been tested 
repeatedly as he has been shot on mul-
tiple occasions by cartel members 
while on the line of duty near the Rio 
Grande River in my home State. 

And, finally, Elliston Berry from 
Aledo, TX, is a 15-year-old victim of 
computer-generated deepfakes. I ap-
plaud Elliston for her courage in join-
ing us here tonight and for using her 
voice to speak out against the dangers 
posed by new technologies. 

BORDER SECURITY 
Mr. President, President Trump has 

rightfully turned the page on a wide 
array of President Biden’s disastrous 
policies, from reforming our runaway 
spending through DOGE, the Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency, to 
prioritizing investment in semiconduc-
tors and manufacturing, to bringing 
our hostages held in Gaza back home 
to their families. But perhaps one of 
his most significant accomplishments 
thus far—and it has only been about 6 
weeks—has been when it comes to bor-
der security, something near and dear 
to my heart and the heart of my 31 mil-
lion constituents who call Texas home. 

Border security played a significant 
role in the mandate that the President 
got last November. The past 4 years 
were marked by President Biden’s fail-
ure to enforce the law and to secure 
our border. And this was, without a 
doubt, a crisis—a humanitarian and 
public safety crisis—of the former ad-
ministration’s own making. This was 
truly a manmade crisis. 

Starting from the campaign trail, 
President Biden invited the massive 
wave of migration by promising a 
‘‘surge to the border’’ for asylum seek-
ers. Can you imagine a President invit-
ing a surge to the U.S. border of asy-
lum seekers? This is one promise that, 
unfortunately, he kept. 

But President Biden’s failures went 
far beyond just his rhetoric. In the 
early days of his Presidency, President 
Biden basically reversed every policy 
President Trump had put in place, in-
cluding the ‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ pol-
icy, which has been remarkably effec-
tive. In other words, people seeking 
asylum need to remain in Mexico while 
their claim is being processed. 

And the truth is, only about 15 per-
cent of people who claim asylum in 
America who appear in front of an im-
migration judge ultimately are granted 
asylum. They meet the legal criteria; 
whereas, the other 85 percent do not. 

The Biden administration also halted 
construction of President Trump’s bor-
der wall and instead used Federal funds 
to store already-paid-for wall mate-
rials. So not only did the taxpayer pay 
for those materials, they had to pay for 
the storage of those materials when 
they weren’t used for their intended 
purpose. 

As the border crisis continued to 
evolve for the worse, President Biden 
ended title 42, the COVID 19-era policy 
that was our last line of defense to 
keep a lid on the migrant crisis when 
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President Biden refused to enforce 
other laws. 

After undoing the successful Execu-
tive orders made by the first President 
Trump administration, President Biden 
then decided to circumvent Congress 
and attempt to make illegal immigra-
tion legal using temporary programs 
that were never intended for that pur-
pose. His Department of Homeland Se-
curity created the CBP One app—short 
for Customs and Border Protection—an 
app for your phone which allowed mi-
grants to literally schedule a visit to a 
port of entry so they could then claim 
asylum and then enter the country. 

Another Biden-Harris administration 
program allowed up to 30,000 migrants 
a month to enter from four countries— 
Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela. 
So that was 360,000 migrants who were 
basically told, if you come, you can 
stay in the United States. But they 
were conferred a temporary status that 
left them all in legal limbo. 

Let’s not forget the Biden White 
House cooking the books on illegal im-
migration by abusing the parole sys-
tem. ‘‘Parole’’ is a word that people 
who are familiar with the criminal jus-
tice system understand. But this is dif-
ferent. In immigration terms, parole 
means simply you were released into 
the United States even if you didn’t 
claim a right to be able to stay—for ex-
ample, a right to asylum. You are just 
simply released as a border control 
measure to avoid bad publicity at the 
border when people were sleeping in 
the streets and lines were stacking up. 

Of course, we know what the tragic 
consequences of these misguided poli-
cies look like—a crisis of mass illegal 
immigration, human trafficking, drug 
trafficking across our southern border. 

Approximately, 100,000 Americans die 
each year as a result of drugs that 
come across the southern border—ap-
proximately, 70,000 from synthetic 
opioids, like fentanyl, which is the 
leading cause of death for young people 
between the ages of 18 and 45. During 
all 4 years of the Biden administration, 
a number of illegal migrant encounters 
with CBP totaled over 10 million. That 
is basically 10 million people showing 
up and saying let me into your coun-
try, and the Biden administration said: 
Come on in. 

But on top of that, there were about 
1.7 million ‘‘got-aways.’’ ‘‘Got-aways’’ 
are people who were evading law en-
forcement who appear on some sensor— 
a camera or some other sensor—and 
evade law enforcement. Of course, now 
we know they are freely roaming the 
interior of the United States. 

Let me ask you this. If you know 
that you could show up at the border 
and be allowed to enter—basically, ush-
ered into the country—why in the 
world would you evade Border Patrol? 
Well, I think the simple answer is these 
are people who knew that they would 
not be able to enter because of criminal 
records because they were transporting 
drugs or engaged in some other illegal 
activity. Yet they made their way into 
the interior of the United States. 

Fentanyl, which I mentioned a mo-
ment ago, was manufactured from Chi-
nese precursor chemicals, smuggled 
through the open border, which has 
taken tens of thousands of lives. And 
the people in Texas—the 31 million 
people that I am honored to rep-
resent—have felt the burden of Presi-
dent Biden’s disastrous border policies 
most acutely because we are closest to 
the problem. We are ground zero. 

Governor Abbott, our outstanding 
Governor, and the Texas Legislature 
filled the gap when the Federal Govern-
ment refused to do its job along the 
border. An international border is the 
responsibility of the Federal Govern-
ment, not the State government. But 
what is the State supposed to do if the 
Federal Government says: ‘‘We don’t 
care about the law. We are not going to 
enforce it. It is up to you’’? 

Well, Governor Abbott and the Texas 
Legislature stepped up, and they spent 
roughly $11.1 billion to fill the gap that 
should have been filled by the Federal 
Government. For that reason, I am in-
sisting that Congress fulfill Governor 
Abbott’s request to be reimbursed $11.1 
billion that the State taxpayers had to 
spend, that rightfully should have been 
the expense of the Federal Government 
and Federal taxpayers all across the 
country. 

There can be no doubt that this his-
toric crisis was the direct result of 
President Biden’s policies. That is one 
of the reasons why I believe not only 
did he not run but that Vice President 
Harris lost the election. It was a rejec-
tion of those open-border policies. 

I am looking forward to hearing the 
President discuss tonight the incred-
ible strides his administration has 
made in just about 6 weeks since his in-
auguration. Nowhere is that success 
more apparent than when it comes to 
border security. 

After 4 years of record highs, CBP is 
now facing record lows. The Border Pa-
trol tells me: Now we can do our job. 
We are not relegated to changing dia-
pers or transporting migrants from one 
facility to another. We can actually 
keep out the worst of the worst and en-
force the laws when it comes to border 
security. 

As soon as President Trump was 
elected, even before he took office, the 
migrant flows began to subside. That is 
called deterrence. If you know the law 
is going to be enforced and you know 
you are not going to be successful mak-
ing your way into the country, why 
would you spend thousands of dollars 
in order to pay off a cartel member to 
smuggle you up to the border? 

During November and December of 
last year after the election, encounters 
were at their lowest levels between the 
ports of entries—the lowest levels since 
August of 2020. In the first 2 weeks of 
January, Customs and Border Protec-
tion encounters were nearly 50 percent 
lower than they were at the same point 
in January 2021—50 percent lower. Dur-
ing the latter half of the month, when 
President Trump actually took office, 

apprehensions fell by a staggering 85 
percent compared to the same period in 
2024. 

You know, the statement is often 
said: Elections have consequences. One 
of the most important consequences of 
President Trump’s election on Novem-
ber 5 was we are now reestablishing 
border security. And the people of this 
great country are safer for it. 

During the entire month of January, 
there were less than 1,500 apprehen-
sions a day, a nearly 40-percent decline 
from December of last year. And just 1 
week ago, Customs and Border Protec-
tion hit a 15-year low of only 200 en-
counters in 1 day at the southern bor-
der. These numbers are pretty impres-
sive, but they are not at all surprising. 
They are a direct result of the deter-
rent effect created by President Trump 
and Secretary Noem’s policy changes. 
Migrants know that a Trump adminis-
tration means our laws will be en-
forced. 

If you can make your way into our 
country using legal means, by all 
means, do so. As I mentioned earlier, 
our country is the most generous in the 
world when it comes to legal immigra-
tion. We naturalize about a million 
people a year. So if you have a desire 
to come to America, do it through 
legal means, not through illegal means. 

Instead of rolling out the welcome 
mat like President Biden, President 
Trump started his second administra-
tion by turning the traffic light red in-
stead of green. On day one, President 
Trump declared a national emer-
gency—which it was—at the southern 
border, giving him greater flexibility 
to implement his Executive orders. He 
reinstated the ‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ 
policy and ended President Biden’s dis-
astrous catch-and-release policies. 

Secretary Noem, our new Secretary 
of Homeland Security, began her ten-
ure in the President’s Cabinet by send-
ing a clear video message to migrants 
that she intends to enforce the laws 
that prevent illegal immigration. But 
she didn’t stop there. Under President 
Trump and his administration, ICE ar-
rests—Immigration and Customs En-
forcement—ICE arrests have increased 
more than 600 percent, which include 
arrests of criminal migrants which 
have doubled. They returned to a com-
monsense, case-by-case approach to hu-
manitarian parole, which had been 
abused under the Biden administration, 
where it was used as a way to have 
mass releases of migrants at the border 
who had made no legitimate claim to 
be able to stay. They were just re-
leased. 

Secretary Noem has also clawed back 
the $80 million a month spent by 
FEMA to house illegal migrants in lux-
ury hotels in New York City. That is 
where your tax dollars went—to put 
people who had no legal claim to stay 
in the United States in hotels in New 
York City to the tune of $80 million. 

These policies are welcome. They are 
good news to my constituents in Texas 
and I believe to people across the coun-
try. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:36 Mar 05, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G04MR6.016 S04MRPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1474 March 4, 2025 
There is a reason why Secretary 

Mayorkas, the former Secretary of 
Homeland Security who was respon-
sible for implementing the border secu-
rity measures of the Biden administra-
tion—there was a reason why he was 
impeached by the House of Representa-
tives. He simply did not do the job he 
had sworn to do. Well, Texans have had 
to bear the brunt of open borders for 4 
years, which includes rampant crime 
and deadly fentanyl. 

I look forward to working with Presi-
dent Trump and Secretary Noem to 
continue the important work they have 
begun to keep Americans and Texans 
safe. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, no one 
wants a shutdown—well, actually, no 
one except Elon Musk, who recently 
said that sounds great, or Donald 
Trump or Russ Vought. 

That is why I have been at the table 
this entire time ready to pass a bill 
that protects key investments and 
makes sure that Congress—Congress, 
not Donald Trump or Elon Musk—de-
cides whether or not our public schools 
or our lifesaving cancer research gets 
funded. 

Unfortunately, Republican leadership 
told their Members last week to walk 
away from the negotiating table— 
which raises the risk of a shutdown—in 
an attempt to pass a clean yearlong 
continuing resolution that would actu-
ally give Trump and Musk exactly 
what they want, fewer restraints and 
more power over Federal spending so 
they can pick winners and losers as 
they see fit, which would hurt all of 
our constituents. 

Nonetheless, I am urging Republican 
leadership to come back to the table, if 
they are willing to do that, and work 
with us on full-year funding bills, the 
type of work we do together every year 
and prevent a shutdown while we do 
that. 

We cannot stand by and accept a 
yearlong power grab CR that would 
help Elon take a chain saw to programs 
that families rely on like yours or 
keeps our Agencies together, that keep 
our communities safe. 

We actually have a job to do here, 
Republicans and Democrats, to be a 
voice for our constituents, to advocate 
for the funding they need, and to get 
support back to our communities. 

I heard my House Republican col-
leagues say they will not restrict a Re-
publican President’s powers. I want to 
be clear. What I am asking for is to 
work together to make sure, as we 
write and negotiate these full-year 
spending bills, that our laws get fol-
lowed. I welcome and I want everyone 
to know I am open to any and all ideas 
about how we can work together to do 
that. 

I am confident we can get this done. 
I am ready to pass a short-term CR im-
mediately to take down the risk of a 

shutdown so that we can finish our ne-
gotiations and write our full-year 
spending bills, which is our job to do. 
Today, on a topic I believe appropri-
ators actually on both sides of the aisle 
would agree with, we need far more in-
formation and transparency and ac-
countability from the Trump adminis-
tration in order to write these bills be-
cause here is one big problem: How are 
we supposed to fund the government 
when many of our Agencies today are 
not responding to our questions and we 
have no picture—clear picture—of what 
is actually or who is actually in charge 
of many of our Agencies? 

It is clear as day there have been a 
lot of dramatic changes made across 
the government. Agencies are being il-
legally shuttered; workers are being 
fired by the thousands—again, often in 
direct violation of laws we have 
passed—and hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in Federal programs and grants 
have been frozen, unfrozen, and frozen 
again. We have had contracts that have 
been recklessly canceled, some acci-
dentally and then restarted, not to 
mention the workers who were fired 
and rehired. 

It is incredibly chaotic, and it makes 
it much harder to write our legislation 
that actually responds to these latest 
developments when programs are 
switching on and off again like a 2- 
year-old who is playing with a light 
switch and when the number of people 
and programs illegally terminated re-
mains unclear. It is much more dif-
ficult to write funding bills for Depart-
ment programs when we have no idea 
what the Department is actually doing 
or what the actual plan is for next year 
or if it is actually they or, perhaps, 
DOGE making the plans in the first 
place. We are seeing decisions made 
and reversed and made and ignored— 
made by people who have no authority 
to make them, and yet they are seem-
ingly being implemented. 

It is not just the whirlwind of deci-
sions that is causing this chaos; it is 
the complete lack of transparency and 
accountability surrounding these deci-
sions from Trump and Musk that 
makes it all but impossible to get a 
straight answer. 

When we have questions that ur-
gently need answers, like: Why has this 
energy program been frozen or when 
will the NIH grants start up again or 
which VA contracts have actually been 
scrapped or how many workers have 
been pushed out? then it helps if we 
know who is actually in charge. 

When our constituents have problems 
that require solutions quickly or they 
will have to close a business or lay peo-
ple off or lose their family farms, then 
it matters that we can get the right 
person on the phone to get things re-
solved. 

Yet, when there is information we ur-
gently need so we can write our fund-
ing bills and avoid a shutdown, like 
Agencies’ priorities or unexpected 
challenges or just the basic nuts and 
bolts of stuff—to say nothing of the in-

formation we need to address the very 
extraordinary circumstances and deci-
sions of the past few weeks—it is to-
tally unclear who we should actually 
be talking to if we want answers that 
actually reflect the reality of what is 
happening. It is totally unclear who is 
actually making these decisions and 
who is actually in charge. Appropri-
ators have now sent over 30 letters to 
Agencies since January 20, asking just 
to understand Agency actions, and that 
is to say nothing of the efforts from me 
and my staff to get answers to our 
emails and our calls, but the answers 
have been few and very far between. 

What is more, just because we hear 
something from someone who should 
know and just because we hear from 
someone who should be in charge, we 
have found that it does not mean it is 
actually true. There has been more 
than one time in the past few weeks 
when we have been told one thing only 
to see the reality is entirely different. 
Like, for example, when the OMB fund-
ing freeze was implemented and we 
were told it wouldn’t affect Head Start, 
except that it did affect Head Start. 
Providers in my State were locked out 
of that payment system for days even 
after the funding freeze itself was re-
scinded. 

It seems like the only thing that has 
been consistent about the last few 
weeks is that every time there has 
been chaos, every time I see actions 
that fly in the face of laws we have 
passed—not to mention common 
sense—or contradict what I have heard 
from Agency leaders, DOGE has been 
at the center of it. We have seen DOGE 
absolutely trample the authority of 
Congress and other Federal Agencies, 
including officials Congress confirmed. 

For example, while Secretary Rubio 
instituted a recklessly broad and ille-
gal freeze of all foreign assistance 
funding, he publicly announced excep-
tions for a limited set of programs, in-
cluding lifesaving aid, the basic idea 
being that we probably shouldn’t let 
HIV spread rampant, and we probably 
shouldn’t let food grown right here in 
America rot in ports while children 
starve. Causing mass death through 
pointless negligence is not really a 
good strategy for bolstering our global 
reputation. It is cruel, and it is self-de-
feating. 

So, as Secretary of State, he made 
the exception, but DOGE had other 
plans, because on the rare occasion 
that what was left of USAID staff who 
had not been sidelined was able to clear 
these payments through the Agency’s 
interim leadership—surprise—DOGE 
staffers would veto those payments 
anyway. Keep in mind, we know about 
this not because DOGE disclosed it or 
State disclosed it. We know only be-
cause of reporting. 

That is not how this works. Congress 
and the American people we represent 
should not be out of the loop, espe-
cially given the serious stakes here and 
the serious questions that remain, like: 
On what authority did they veto those 
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payments? Whose orders did they use 
to overrule the Secretary? 

I, for one, would very much like to 
know, because while the Secretary is 
guilty of plenty of attacks on his work-
force and programs, it certainly seems 
like the Secretary of State got steam-
rolled on numerous occasions without 
even knowing it. If that is the case, 
who are we supposed to talk to with 
questions about States’ funding 
needs—the Secretary or the two DOGE 
minions who actually have their hands 
directly on the levers of power here? 

And let’s not forget about what hap-
pened at Treasury. DOGE wanted ac-
cess to our most secure systems. Agen-
cy officials told them no, and then the 
Agency officials were told they are 
fired. That sent a chilling message to 
our Federal workers: You stand up to 
DOGE at your own peril. 

It is not just Treasury. DOGE has 
been worming its way into Department 
after Department, making a beeline for 
the most sensitive systems, including 
ones storing my constituents’ sensitive 
financial data, and bulldozing over 
anyone who stands in their way for any 
reason. We don’t even know who all of 
these people are or whether they even 
have security clearances. They have 
even had people fired for denying them 
access to classified material beyond 
their security levels. That is how com-
pletely unchecked their power has be-
come. We have incredibly little insight 
into what they are actually doing with 
those sensitive systems. We have seen 
DOGE claim they can only view some 
data. That is already deeply con-
cerning, but there are also plenty of in-
dications they have been given more 
power at times. They are interested in 
tinkering around with some of these 
systems, too, or are unaccountably 
blocking payments like we saw at 
USAID. 

Let’s talk about the Defense Depart-
ment because, first, Secretary Hegseth 
was saying he wanted to revive the 
‘‘warrior spirit’’ at the Department, 
but now he is telling employees to 
reply to DOGE’s weekly emails. He is 
firing thousands of defense personnel, 
and he is asking every corner of DOD 
to propose major cuts. 

So, as an appropriator trying to write 
full-year bills that fund our military, 
which is it—major increases or major 
cuts? And who do I ask about Depart-
ment needs? Is it up to the Secretary 
or up to DOGE? Who at DOGE is even 
steering this ship? We need to know 
this kind of thing, and we really needed 
to, like, know yesterday because we 
have a deadline coming up for funding 
the military. 

We have some serious questions for 
whoever is in charge about how the ad-
ministration is approaching things. 
When I say ‘‘whoever is in charge,’’ I 
don’t mean who is in charge on paper, 
because it seems like there is a big dis-
connect. I mean, Who is actually mak-
ing decisions and driving actions at our 
Agencies and at DOGE for that matter? 

Look. First, Elon was running DOGE 
with Vivek. Then it was just Elon. 

Then it supposedly wasn’t Elon at all, 
but then Elon kept right on posting 
about hiring decisions like someone in 
charge and rehiring an individual who 
resigned after their blatant racism 
came to light. He kept right on doing 
press availabilities with the President 
in the Oval Office to discuss his work 
at DOGE like someone in charge. So it 
sure looks like Elon is still the head of 
DOGE. Even after we were all finally 
told, with great supposed certainty, 
that DOGE was actually being run by 
another person no one had ever men-
tioned, we then promptly learned, oh, 
she is on vacation, and the very next 
day, we saw Elon briefing the Cabinet 
on what he is doing at DOGE. 

If that all seems confusing or con-
tradictory, I don’t think it is an acci-
dent as much as a smokescreen—one 
that seems designed to hide the obvi-
ous fact that Elon Musk is the one who 
is calling the shots at DOGE. All of us 
here in Congress really need to know 
that because he is the richest man in 
the world, with billions, actually, in 
government contracts on the line. He 
is, apparently, in charge of his own 
conflicts of interest. And we are just 
supposed to trust him? Has he recused 
himself from a single decision? We 
haven’t heard anything about that. 

As a steward of taxpayer dollars who 
wants to make sure the bills we write 
are implemented to help my constitu-
ents, not Elon Musk’s bottom line, I 
would like to know: Did the owner of 
SpaceX recuse himself from decisions 
gutting NASA? Did the owner of Tesla 
interfere at all in the funding freezes 
that hurt his competition in the elec-
tric vehicle market? Does the guy who 
posted criticizing of Verizon’s work for 
FAA and pitching his own company’s 
Starlink as an alternative have any-
thing to do with the reports the gov-
ernment may reverse course now on 
the Verizon contract? Did the guy sell-
ing satellite internet have any role in 
halting funds that were helping my 
constituents have access to broadband? 

What about all of the watchdogs who 
have been fired—people reviewing 
Neuralink devices at the FDA? people 
at the Agency that reviews the safety 
of Tesla’s self-driving cars? or the in-
spector general looking into Elon’s 
connections to foreign governments? 

Despite what Musk likes to pretend, 
it is not in the slightest bit trans-
parent for him alone to be deciding 
what he hides and what he shares about 
his role in government, nor is it trans-
parent when DOGE is posting updates 
that are often completely inaccurate— 
from getting basic math wrong to get-
ting wrong basic timelines of what 
Trump did versus Biden to not under-
standing how our contracts work and 
counting the same cuts over and over 
and over again. They aren’t being 
transparent. They are muddying up the 
waters with falsehoods and 
disinformation and making it that 
much harder for us to write meaningful 
funding bills in the next few days. 

I mean, if DOGE doesn’t even know 
what programs they have cut and how 

much they have cut, how are we sup-
posed to understand how these deci-
sions hurt our constituents? How are 
we supposed to write legislation that 
rejects the cuts we find harmful or 
even aligns if there are areas of agree-
ment? 

We need real answers from DOGE, 
and we need them as soon as possible. 
So, once again, I am requesting that 
Elon Musk come before Congress for a 
hearing in order to be held accountable 
to the American people. Tell us: What 
exactly are you doing? Why are you fir-
ing Federal employees whose salaries 
are covered by fees, not by taxpayer 
dollars? Why are you firing our vet-
erans by the thousands who are doing 
work to support our communities? Why 
are you planning to fire the people who 
make sure seniors get their Social Se-
curity checks? Who are the people who 
work for you? How were they vetted? 
What are your long-term plans for this 
Agency? Based on what authority are 
you overruling our Secretaries, direct-
ing Federal workers, and ignoring the 
laws we have passed here in Congress? 

America is waiting. We are losing 
valuable time. Congress and the Amer-
ican people deserve answers, and we 
need them to do their jobs. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak today on important pub-
lic policy issues related to my State’s 
economy and appreciate the oppor-
tunity to follow our senior Senator, 
Senator MURRAY, who is articulating 
the impact of some of these so impor-
tant public policy issues on the State 
of Washington. 

Trade is the lifeblood of the State of 
Washington and our economy. Farmers 
in my State export $7.5 billion worth of 
agriculture products a year. That was 
the number from 2023—$7.5 billion. So 
anytime somebody starts a trade war, I 
guarantee you, you are going to get our 
attention. 

Under the President’s trade war, the 
farmers in my State are going to be the 
first victims. Trump said to our farm-
ers yesterday on Truth Social, ‘‘Tariffs 
will go on external products on April 2. 
Have fun!’’ 

Have fun? Have fun? When retalia-
tory tariffs strike our farmers, just as 
they did in the first Trump administra-
tion, it is not going to be fun; it is 
going to be a nightmare for our farm-
ers. And many of the farmers in my 
State worry that they will be able to 
farm at all. 

It is not like they are going to lose 
farmland. There are rich people, bil-
lionaires, software executives who will 
buy farmland. We are going to lose 
farmers. I know this because we have 
already been through this trade war, 
with many of my farmers struggling to 
overcome the damage that was 
wrought during the first Trump admin-
istration. 

The last time we went down this 
road, we lost the apple market because 
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of retaliatory tariffs. We had a $120 
million market that basically col-
lapsed, practically overnight, in India. 
And I traveled to India and worked 
hard over several years to lift those 
tariffs, and now, we finally are back 
growing our exports exponentially, but 
the market still isn’t fully recovered, 
and now, people are questioning what 
is going to happen next. 

I heard from a grower in my State 
who said, ‘‘The alarms in ag are sound-
ing. The band has stopped playing, and 
the last lifeboats are leaving the ship. 
We cannot endure another cycle simi-
lar to the one that was started seven 
years ago when tariffs were first put in 
place. And without meaningful, long- 
lasting solutions, you may very well be 
looking at the last generation of farm 
families.’’ 

That is just one of my constituents. 
He doesn’t sound like he is having fun. 
These family legacies, built on genera-
tions of work, cannot be lost in a trade 
war. You can’t get them back once 
they are gone. 

I hope my colleagues will slow down 
on this tariff tirade. Under article I, 
section 8 of the U.S. Constitution, Con-
gress has the power to set duties and 
regulate foreign commerce. However, 
Congress has spent the last 80 years 
delegating its tariff authority to Presi-
dents. 

You can say, okay, well, that might 
have been okay because previous Dem-
ocrat and Republican Presidents 
worked to lower tariffs and to open up 
markets. I have voted for many of 
those trade agreements. But this Presi-
dent, I believe, is abusing this author-
ity. He calls it an emergency. He is 
using the trade wars to supposedly 
force countries to do things like chang-
ing their border policies. 

I believe it is time for Congress to 
start taking back some of that power 
and considering how we are going to 
protect the family farm. 

We know this—that in my State, 
families are paying more for groceries. 
They are paying more at the gas pump. 
They are paying more for electricity 
bills. And they are seeing the stock 
market plummet because, as businesses 
grapple with Trump’s unnecessary 
trade war, businesses are concerned 
about the long-term impacts of the 
supply chain and the cost of those tar-
iffs. 

The American people want to see the 
administration tackle inflation and the 
high cost of everything. When Presi-
dent Trump was on the campaign trail, 
he talked about inflation. He said, 
‘‘Starting day one, we will end infla-
tion and make sure that America is af-
fordable again and bring down prices 
on all goods.’’ Well, I don’t think that 
is what is happening today. 

The Wall Street Journal editorial 
board put it well this morning when 
they wrote: ‘‘Trump takes the dumbest 
tariff plunge.’’ I agree. We don’t need 
to be doing this. 

These tariffs are attacks on groceries 
bought by every American. Canada is 

the largest exporter of meat to the 
United States, while 77 percent of fresh 
vegetables are imported from Mexico 
and 11 percent are imported from Can-
ada. So costs are going up on every 
American who is buying, and that 
means they will also buy less. 

The tariffs on Canada and Mexican 
goods that President Trump is plan-
ning would cost American families an 
estimated up to $2,000 per year. Accord-
ing to Anderson Economic Group, tar-
iffs could raise the price of a new car as 
much as $12,000. I am pretty sure no-
body has extra money for a new car. 

Housing costs—one of the biggest 
drivers on inflation, but President 
Trump’s tariffs would drive up the cost 
of construction material, making it 
even more expensive to address our 
housing shortage, slow our new home 
construction, and one analysis found 
that tariffs could push home construc-
tion up by 4 to 6 percent over the next 
12 months. 

I can tell you, we already have expen-
sive housing in the Northwest. We 
can’t afford another 4 to 6 percent. And 
the tariffs also create supply chain dis-
ruptions, making it harder to find al-
ternative sources of materials, delay-
ing projects that are already underway, 
and these short-term sticker shocks 
will put long-term pressure on housing 
affordability, making the problem 
worse—not solving it. 

Just last week, when people want to 
talk about GDP and where this is 
going, it was amazing that the Atlanta 
Fed was forecasting GDP growth over 2 
percent for the first quarter of 2025. 
That is literally what this line here 
was discussing, that the consensus was 
2 percent, and even the Fed was weigh-
ing in on that. 

But we can see when we got to Feb-
ruary, we fell off a cliff. We fell off a 
cliff. And why? Because now the At-
lanta Fed is saying we had one swing of 
5 percent in just 1 week. And now, this 
drop is the representation of a cliff 
that President Trump is pushing the 
American economy over. 

So you can see they are going down 
to negative—not just zero growth, but 
negative. We can’t afford that, and we 
can’t afford the stock market dropping 
700 points yesterday. 

The only way that we can work to-
gether is that if my colleagues here 
will start talking about these tariff 
issues. We don’t need to weaken our in-
stitutions here; we need to strengthen 
them. And our colleagues need to work 
together to resolve these issues. 

I would say, too, that as my col-
leagues start to plan how we deal with 
these budget issues, that we should 
also keep in mind that some of the cuts 
that these Agencies have been facing 
are really the cuts to some of the most 
technical jobs the U.S. Government 
has. 

Whether you are talking about NOAA 
or the National Weather Service or the 
National Institutes of Health or the 
National Science Foundation or the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture—they 

have all been targeted for reductions. 
These Agencies are critical to our eco-
nomic growth and to our security. And 
at a time when we are seeing more ex-
treme weather events or more floods or 
more wildfires, why shouldn’t we be in-
vesting more in weather forecasting, 
not less? 

And when you look at NOAA workers 
who support our commercial and recre-
ation and Tribal fisheries—they em-
ploy 1.7 million people, including thou-
sands in the State of Washington. Why 
would you cut specialized workforce 
that are helping support the growth of 
GDP? Because you want to basically 
cut those technical workers at the 
same time you are putting on tariffs? 

In 2023, the National Institute of 
Health awarded $1.2 billion in highly 
competitive grants to the State of 
Washington—65 different organiza-
tions. This supported 12,000 jobs and 
generated $3 billion in economic activ-
ity. But DOGE wants to cap the over-
head expenses of research. University 
of Washington Medicine tells me that 
this would leave them with shortfalls 
and that they might have to stop clin-
ical trials that are underway. You 
can’t just stop medical research like it 
is a faucet. 

Once halted, the research, the data, 
the clinical trials, the patients, the 
laboratories, the equipment, all that 
led to innovation—will be lost. You 
think you just turn that back on? You 
know, these kinds of ideas sound great, 
but they are not well thought out. It is 
literally throwing tax dollars away. 

Tonight, my guest at the State of the 
Union will be Dr. Paul Lange from the 
University of Washington. With sup-
port of Federal funding, Dr. Lange 
helped develop early detection tests for 
prostate cancer. Because of these tests 
and other treatment breakthroughs, we 
have seen a decrease in the death rate 
from prostate cancer. From 1993 to 
2022, it dropped by one-half—significant 
progress. 

That is why we need research dollars 
to save lives. Similarly, Washington 
State University researchers actively 
test on novel drug treatment for ad-
vanced prostate cancer at Sharma Lab. 
If its work is disrupted, they say that 
‘‘risk potentially is high, not being 
able to replace data, and endangering 
the ultimate viability of potentially 
lifesaving treatments.’’ 

There are lives that might not be 
saved because of these budget cuts. So 
it is time that Congress gets involved, 
that we fight for the science that we 
believe will save lives, move our coun-
try forward and grow our GDP, and 
help our farmers by stopping these 
trade wars, and putting our farmers 
back in charge of growing an economy 
for the future. 

I hope that we don’t cut ARS funding 
that USDA depends on. I hope that we 
will give hope to our future constitu-
ents and the growth that we need to 
grow our economy instead of cutting 
our opportunity. 

I yield the floor. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
(The remarks of Mrs. BRITT per-

taining to the submission of S. 846 and 
S. 847 are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mrs. BRITT. I yield the floor. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:20 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. BRITT). 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE RELATING TO ‘‘GROSS 
PROCEEDS REPORTING BY BRO-
KERS THAT REGULARLY PRO-
VIDE SERVICES EFFECTUATING 
DIGITAL ASSET SALES’’—Contin-
ued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 151 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 
come to the floor today because I am 
concerned about President Trump’s ac-
tions to, I believe, start a trade war 
with our top two trading partners, Can-
ada and Mexico. 

All goods coming from Canada and 
Mexico, as of midnight last night—I 
guess midnight today—face a 25-per-
cent tax; that is, all except Canadian 
energy, which is taxed at 10 percent. 
Trump’s tariffs will make everything 
from gas to heating, to groceries, to 
lumber and more, more expensive for 
everyday Americans. 

I think it bears repeating that tariffs 
are paid by consumers. They are paid 
by Americans, not by other countries. 
And what the President is doing 
amounts to a new tax for Americans. 
For example, heating oil and propane 
that keeps hundreds of thousands of 
Granite Staters warm in the winter is 
going to cost more. We are going to add 
about $150 to $250 to the cost of heating 
homes in New Hampshire. 

And gas prices are going to go up. In 
New Hampshire, half of the fuel in our 
cars and trucks comes from Canada, 
and U.S. refineries across the Midwest 
use Canadian oil. 

The United States imports 80 percent 
of its potash fertilizer from Canada, 
and this tariff makes farming and food 
more expensive. 

It is unclear how the American auto 
industry is going to continue to oper-
ate. Ford’s CEO said these tariffs will 
‘‘blow a hole in the U.S. industry that 
we have never seen,’’ with up to $12,000 
added to the cost of a car. 

And this will make lumber and elec-
trical equipment that we need to build 
housing—at a time when housing is al-

ready in short supply—it will make 
them more expensive and harder to 
find. 

Those are just a few examples. 
There are countless other imports 

that American businesses and families 
rely on that are going to be hit hard, 
and these tariffs do nothing to bring 
down those costs. They do just the op-
posite. 

These tariffs could add $1,200 to an 
average household’s yearly cost, and 
we won’t have to wait very long for the 
impact to be felt. It is already being 
felt on Wall Street and the stock mar-
ket. Target’s CEO said this morning 
that the consumer ‘‘will likely see 
price increases over the next couple of 
days.’’ And for small businesses, these 
tariff taxes will be felt by small busi-
nesses in all of our States. 

I was here, a month ago today, shar-
ing stories from businessowners in New 
Hampshire who weren’t sure how they 
were going to keep operating if special-
ized machinery that they can only get 
from Canada suddenly costs 25 percent 
more. Since that time, I have heard 
from even more people in New Hamp-
shire, more small businesses. 

Last week, I heard from a small com-
pany in Windham, NH, that makes al-
lergen-free cookies, and they can only 
get certain ingredients for those cook-
ies from Canada. The CEO built her 
business, which now employs 30 people, 
and now she can’t be sure if they are 
even going to be able to keep going, let 
alone keep growing. 

When I spoke with business rep-
resentatives across New Hampshire 
last month, the theme they kept com-
ing back to was ‘‘uncertainty.’’ As a 
former small businessowner, I know 
that uncertainty is the most desta-
bilizing aspect of running and growing 
a business. Yet that is what this ad-
ministration keeps creating. 

Yesterday, we learned that new or-
ders from manufacturers dropped in 
February for the first time in 22 years. 
For the first time in 22 years, new or-
ders from manufacturers dropped be-
cause companies can’t work with this 
level of uncertainty. 

Last Wednesday, the President was 
talking about Canadian tariffs going 
into effect April 2. The very next morn-
ing, he announced 25 percent tariffs 
would go into effect today. The whip-
lash is hard to imagine. 

I spoke, last month, about a bus com-
pany, C&J Bus Lines, in New Hamp-
shire that was worried about these tar-
iffs and what it would mean for the 
bottom line. Well, the CEO moved up 
his delivery date to get three buses in 
late March before these taxes were set 
to go into effect, but his costs just 
went up more than $450,000. 

Businesses plan months, quarters, or 
years in advance. They need to place 
orders and plot out their growth in 
order to succeed. How can they plan 
when they can’t even know whether 
their costs are going to go up 25 per-
cent overnight? How can a developer 
know if they can start building the 

housing that New Hampshire des-
perately needs if their lumber costs 25 
percent more overnight? And how can a 
family already struggling with high 
costs continue to pay the rent or put 
food on the table if their household 
costs are going to go up $1,200 this 
year? 

I want families and businesses to 
know that the whims of this President 
are not going to cause them to break 
the bank on everyday items they need 
to get by. That is why I introduced the 
Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes 
on Imported Goods Act. It is a simple 
change, really. It says that the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, or IEEPA, can no longer be used 
to place taxes on imports. 

If the President needs to block some 
dangerous product, he still can. But if 
there is a real threat, we would want to 
stop it, not just add a tariff tax. That 
is what my bill does. It would stop 
these tariffs on goods and energy com-
ing from Canada and Mexico, and it 
would give businesses and families 
more certainty to plan for the future 
and to keep their hard-earned dollars 
in their pockets. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 151 and that the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration; that the 
bill be considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from South Carolina. 
Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. 

Madam President, reserving the right 
to object, IEEPA is a powerful tool 
that provides the President with a 
range of authorities to protect our na-
tional security. With all the challenges 
facing our Nation, now is not the time 
to be limiting Presidential power, and 
that is exactly what Senator SHA-
HEEN’s bill would do. 

Instead, we must use every tool 
available to combat these threats, and 
we are already seeing results. As an ex-
ample, Colombia accepted migrant re-
turn flights. We have seen Mexico and 
Canada take initial credible steps to 
combat fentanyl and illegal immigra-
tion. Now is not the time to tie the 
hands of President Trump. 

Thank you, and I look forward to 
working with my colleagues in the 
Senate through regular order to ensure 
that we take every step to protect our 
national security. 

Therefore, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President, I 

know that my colleague from Oregon 
wants to speak to this issue, but I just 
want to respond in a couple of ways. 

I know my colleague from South 
Carolina cares about the issues that I 
am going to address, but he mentioned 
fentanyl, and that is what the Presi-
dent has used to justify the tariffs. He 
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says this is a way to stop the flow of 
fentanyl into our country, but he has 
forgotten a few inconvenient facts. 

First, it is that, in 2024, CBP, or Cus-
toms and Border Protection, seized 
about 43 pounds of fentanyl along our 
northern border—about 1 percent of the 
fentanyl coming into this country. 
Now, it has long been known that 
fentanyl is not coming from Canada, 
and that hard drugs and firearms flow 
north from the United States into Can-
ada. 

In fact, on February 25, the Canada 
Border Services Agency announced the 
seizure of 410 pounds of methamphet-
amine and 42 pounds of cocaine from 
two commercial trucks seeking entry 
into Canada at the Coutts port of 
entry. Seizures like this are not un-
common. Wouldn’t it make more sense 
if we agreed to work together with our 
Canadian allies instead of putting a 
tariff on them? 

The second fact that bears men-
tioning is that the vast majority of the 
fentanyl crossing the southwest border 
is transported by Americans, hidden in 
their cars and trucks. That is why I 
have supported—like most of my col-
leagues in this body have supported— 
more money for technology and per-
sonnel to better find these drugs before 
they enter the United States. That is 
why I supported the border bill last 
year that this President stopped be-
cause he wanted a political issue. 

On China, we can debate another 
time whether this is actually the right 
long-term strategy with China. But 
more important than that, my bill does 
not prevent tariffs against countries 
like China that have unfair trade prac-
tices. Both President Trump, in his 
first term, and President Biden have 
already placed tariffs on numerous im-
ports from China to respond to its un-
fair trade practices, exactly what sec-
tion 301 of the Trade Act is for. That 
tool remains available. 

My bill only addresses the ability of 
the President to tax imports on a 
whim. And I want to note that, thanks 
to this President, we now have higher 
taxes on imports from Canada than 
from China. I don’t know how that 
makes sense—that we are taxing our 
allies more than we are taxing our ad-
versaries. 

So I would say: Is this really about 
China, or is a more important motiva-
tion here to raise costs on American 
families to pay for tax cuts for the 
wealthy? 

As the ranking member of the For-
eign Relations Committee, I take very 
seriously our ability to use sanctions 
or other tools in foreign policy. This 
bill does nothing to limit the use of 
sanctions under IEEPA, nor does it 
prevent an embargo or fully blocking 
dangerous imports. 

But I don’t think a tax is the right 
solution for those issues. In fact, this is 
breaking the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement that President Trump nego-
tiated just 6 years ago. And if we are 
going to break the very deal we have 

negotiated—I think, one of the most 
important achievements of the first 
Trump administration—why would 
people want to work with us in the fu-
ture? Why would they want to work 
with a Trump administration? How 
does being an unreliable partner to our 
closest allies help our national secu-
rity? 

I think it is important to be clear on 
this: Donald Trump’s trade war doesn’t 
create any manufacturing jobs tomor-
row in the United States. In fact, it is 
far more likely to cost us tens or hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs. Half of the 
goods that America imports are inter-
mediate components, that means parts 
that our companies manufacture into 
finished goods. Every one of those 
items coming from Canada or Mexico 
just got 25 percent more expensive. 

And we have already heard from 
automakers. They are not sure how 
much this is going to add to the bot-
tom line of cars. I think that is a lot of 
risk for tariffs that President Trump 
can’t justify for any other reason, 
other than because he wants to get 
funding to support a tax cut for the 
wealthiest Americans. 

Yet the President is talking about 
wanting to cut deals with Russia for 
economic development. I don’t see the 
logic in going half way around the 
world to deal with a dictator—a mur-
derous dictator, by the way—like 
Vladimir Putin. At the same time, we 
are damaging relationships and cutting 
off trade with our closest allies right 
here in North America. 

I am happy to listen to somebody’s 
explanation here, but I don’t think it 
makes sense, and it seems entirely con-
trary to American values to me. So I 
hope that my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle will see the folly in 
what the President is doing, will recog-
nize the impact on the economy and 
American families because of these in-
creased costs, and agree that these tar-
iffs should be rolled back. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, my 

colleague from New Hampshire is being 
way too logical for some of what passes 
as trade debate here. And it is my hope 
that her excellent proposal will be 
back on this Senate floor sometime 
soon for unanimous consent to pass a 
very important bill protecting Ameri-
cans from tax hikes on imported goods. 

This is, as she has stated, a straight-
forward proposition. All it does is clar-
ify that the President’s emergency 
powers can’t be used to put tariffs on 
the things Americans buy from other 
countries. 

Now, Donald Trump calls himself a 
‘‘tariff man’’—his quote, not mine. It is 
the only answer he seems to have to 
any problem under the sun. Instead of 
taking time to think through actual 
solutions, he is willing to use any au-
thority he can find to slap tariffs on 
our trading partners. 

Just today, he announced he was 
slapping 25 percent tariffs on Canada 

and Mexico, which are two of our three 
largest trading partners and closest al-
lies. 

That alone is going to raise costs for 
Americans on gas, on cars, on fruits 
and vegetables, and many other prod-
ucts. It is also going to cost America 
jobs because Canada and Mexico have 
announced plans to retaliate against 
our exports. 

That is the opposite of what Donald 
Trump pledged to the American people. 

It is disturbing that Donald Trump is 
going rogue and using emergency pow-
ers to pursue his tariffs. The American 
people voted for lower—not higher— 
prices. Donald Trump campaigned on 
the promise that he would lower costs 
on day one of his Presidency. But just 
a month in, all Trump has managed to 
do is gut the agencies in charge of pro-
tecting consumers and going after 
predatory corporations, and he’s landed 
us in trade wars that are going to drive 
up the cost of goods people use every 
day. 

Whether it is to punish a country 
that he doesn’t like or to settle scores 
with foreign leaders, the only answer 
Donald Trump has ever had is tariffs. 
And as the ranking Democrat on the 
Senate Finance Committee, I have 
heard him play that card again and 
again, no matter how many times we 
have said: Look, tariffs should be one 
of the tools in the trade toolbox, but it 
shouldn’t be the universal answer to 
everything. 

Trump’s approach is going to drive 
up prices and costs for American fami-
lies, businesses, and farmers in the 
process. 

He does it, in my view, because he 
and his billionaire friends aren’t going 
to feel the impacts, and they don’t care 
about the millions of Americans who 
will. 

These higher costs essentially add up 
to a Trump Tax on everything from 
food to clothes and cars. And to those 
who voted for Donald Trump because 
they wanted lower prices and a fairer 
economy—it sure seems to me that 
these policies are a betrayal. The Sha-
heen bill that we are trying to pass 
today would rein in some of Donald 
Trump’s worst impulses and clarify 
that the laws on the books were never 
meant to be a blank check for the 
President to abuse tariffs by using 
them as a punishment against any 
country that hurts his feelings. 

A number of our Republican col-
leagues have supported the Shaheen 
proposal in the past because putting a 
check on the President’s power to land 
us in trade wars should not be, as my 
colleague has said, partisan or con-
troversial. It is Shaheen common 
sense. I want to thank her for an excel-
lent bill, and for her leadership that I 
have watched from my vantage point 
on the Finance Committee. 

And when we can get this bill back 
on the floor for unanimous consent, I 
hope it will be met with a resounding 
bipartisan showing of support, and I 
look forward to working with her until 
that day comes to be. 
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I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BANKS). The Senator from Connecticut. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 105 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 

tragically and totally unnecessarily, 
what we are seeing in real time is an 
assault on the veterans of America. It 
is an assault that is part of a campaign 
by Elon Musk, who has been empow-
ered by President Trump supposedly to 
eliminate waste in our Federal Govern-
ment. 

Instead of eliminating waste, Elon 
Musk is laying waste to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and it is un-
folding in real time, with real-life im-
pacts on our veterans. Not only is he 
firing veterans at the VA—many of the 
2,400 already terminated are veterans, 
one-third of them—but across Agencies 
in the U.S. Government, where 30,000 
members of the Federal workforce have 
been indiscriminately terminated. 
Thirty percent of them are veterans as 
well. 

Almost 50 percent of everybody in 
the Department of Defense who has 
been fired are veterans, and they may 
be probationary employees who have 
been promoted to positions where they 
are in probationary status because 
they have done such a great job. They 
are being fired. 

Younger members of the Federal 
workforce—there for up to 2 years, the 
future of our civil service—they are fir-
ing, and so many of them are veterans 
who have worn the uniform, served and 
sacrificed, and want to continue to 
benefit the country with the skills and 
dedication they have demonstrated as 
members of our U.S. Armed Forces. 

Public service has long been a pre-
ferred path for military-affiliated pop-
ulations. Whether it is in our local po-
lice force or as emergency medical per-
sonnel, joining the Federal workforce 
has enabled them to continue serving 
our country while it offers competitive 
wages, benefits, and much needed sta-
bility for them as veterans and tremen-
dous benefits for taxpayers. 

Now what Elon Musk is doing—rely-
ing on his tech bros and his algorithms 
and his AI formulas—is to cut across 
the board, leaving those veterans as 
disposable trash or roadkill in his cam-
paign to eliminate waste. 

Well, let me tell you, Elon Musk, if 
you were serious about eliminating 
waste, you wouldn’t have fired the in-
spectors general of these Agencies, who 
are the watchdogs. They have records 
of eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse. 

Exhibit A is Michael Missal, the in-
spector general of the VA, hired and 
appointed first by President Obama. He 
served under President Trump for 4 
years and then under President Biden. 
He has ruffled feathers of Republican 
and Democrat administrations because 
he has uncovered waste and fraud in a 
very bipartisan way, and he regards his 
job as bipartisan. He would be the one 
to eliminate waste, not with a meat-ax 
but with a scalpel. 

I wish my colleagues had been in the 
hearing today, the joint hearing of the 

House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committees, to hear Commander Al 
Lipphardt of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, the VFW—a really heroic Viet-
nam veteran, injured there, with shrap-
nel in his arm. As he told us, the sur-
geon removed the shrapnel piece by 
piece; he didn’t cut off his arm. That is 
the approach that we need, as he said, 
in eliminating waste—not cutting off 
arms or legs but removing the waste 
carefully, deliberately, cautiously. 

Among the illegally terminated—and 
I should stress ‘‘illegally terminated’’— 
are 2,400 VA employees, many of them 
veterans themselves, members of the 
Guard or Reserves now, caregivers, 
military spouses. In the DOD, many of 
them—45 percent—are former veterans. 
The overall impact will be disastrous 
on the 640,000 veterans who are public 
servants. 

Musk and Trump have already upend-
ed the lives of so many thousands of 
veterans who were casually discarded, 
illegally fired without notice or jus-
tification—all for cheap headlines. The 
impacts in real life are undeniable. 
Stories from newspapers, from broad-
cast media, from all kinds of outlets, 
tell the story of those real-life impacts. 

I know my colleagues are hearing 
from their constituents about the men-
tal health services that are delayed, 
about the surgeries that can’t be pro-
vided, and about the Veterans Crisis 
Line, serving veterans who may be tak-
ing their own lives—all reduced. These 
real-life impacts are undeniable. We 
are talking about the people who make 
sure that veterans have transportation 
to those appointments, who assist with 
benefits claims, who ensure that the 
VA hospitals are maintained and that 
they are safe, who clean operating 
rooms and sterilize instruments in be-
tween procedures. It may not be the 
surgeon who is fired, but the surgeon 
who is walking into the operating room 
needs a staff and a team to assist him. 
He needs the housekeeping staff to 
make sure that it is clean. These peo-
ple have dedicated their careers to 
serving veterans and their Nation, and 
all have been indiscriminately and ille-
gally terminated. 

These short headlines tell a story, 
and so does this visual from Spring-
field, MA: 

Due to abrupt and unplanned staff short-
ages, we are not able to greet you at this 
time. If you have a scheduled appointment, 
your counselor will be out to get you at the 
time of your appointment. If you are here for 
any other reason, please call and leave a 
message, and a staff member will return 
your call. 

We apologize— 

‘‘We apologize’’— 
for any inconvenience and impact on your 

care. 

Donald Trump and Elon Musk owe 
veterans an apology. Right now, Elon 
Musk is giving veterans the middle fin-
ger. Veterans won’t stand for it. 

So, Mr. President, I am introducing a 
resolution today and asking that we 
approve it to uphold the contract, to 

uphold the promise, to uphold the com-
mitment we made to our veterans when 
they raised their right hands and prom-
ised to serve and sacrifice even at the 
risk of dying. 

I am joined by Senators HIRONO, 
SLOTKIN, LUJÁN, MURRAY, DURBIN, 
WHITEHOUSE, WARNOCK, KLOBUCHAR, 
SHAHEEN, KAINE, ROSEN, CORTEZ 
MASTO, ALSOBROOKS, KELLY, WARREN, 
HASSAN, SCHIFF, BALDWIN, DUCKWORTH, 
GALLEGO, PETERS, VAN HOLLEN, SAND-
ERS, BOOKER, WYDEN, MERKLEY, WAR-
NER, SMITH, PADILLA, HEINRICH, 
SCHATZ, and HICKENLOOPER in this ef-
fort. I wish—I really wish—it were bi-
partisan because veterans’ issues have 
been bipartisan. I have worked with 
veterans, including the chairman, 
whom I respect, Senator MORAN, on 
these issues. 

This resolution acknowledges that 
veterans, who make up less than 7 per-
cent of Americans but approximately 
30 percent of public service, have been 
really disrespected and disserved in 
just these weeks, with such destructive 
and repugnant effects on them, on the 
veterans they serve, and on American 
values. Our Nation and they deserve 
better. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of 
S. Res. 105, which is at the desk; fur-
ther, that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

The Senator from Kansas. 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, in my conversa-
tions with Kansans, I frequently point 
to the Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs as proof that we can still work 
together, that unity is attainable, and 
that we are able to set aside our par-
tisan differences and frustrations to 
find a way to work together to put our 
Nation’s veterans first because they 
did that for us when they put on the 
uniform and took a vow to defend and 
protect our country. 

The Senate has to work together 
with the administration, with the Sec-
retary of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, veterans service organizations, 
and the broad veteran community 
across the country. This resolution di-
vides the Congress and the administra-
tion and makes it more difficult for us 
to find consensus. We should work to-
gether. We should work together to de-
termine what is the right kind of work-
force at the VA—a workforce that en-
ables the Department to better care for 
veterans. 

Approving this resolution drives a 
wedge between this body—this Senate, 
this Congress—and the executive 
branch, and I don’t see how that helps 
veterans. 

Additionally, this resolution was de-
signed to lock in at the VA the status 
quo as of January 19. I don’t know if 
any of my colleagues believe the VA 
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was doing everything just right prior 
to this administration. 

I commit today to all my colleagues 
to work with them to make certain the 
VA retains an effective workforce that 
can deliver our promises to veterans, 
but we will only achieve that by work-
ing together and working with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to find 
the desirable outcomes. We need more 
information, and we need to be work-
ing together to achieve that. There-
fore, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 

first, let me say I am hopeful that we 
can work together—if the chairman of 
the VA Committee is willing to do it— 
to try to arrive at language that calls 
for the rehiring of these veterans, re-
scinding the layoffs. 

I must say that we are joined today 
by a number of guests of my colleagues 
as well as myself, veterans who have 
been terminated. They are with us 
today. They are going to be with us to-
night at the address offered by Presi-
dent Trump. 

I am more than happy to work on 
this resolution if there is a way to 
make it bipartisan, but the basic prin-
ciple that we owe our veterans that 
contract and commitment and that we 
need to bring them back so that these 
kinds of consequences can be avoided I 
think is fundamental to the effort 
today. 

We know that more than 50 patient 
appointments were canceled at a VA 
facility just this past week because 
they can’t hire staff needed to care for 
those veterans. 

We know that in the first round of 
terminations, Secretary Collins termi-
nated nine Veterans Crisis Line em-
ployees. Then he hired some back, and 
then he fired more. 

We know that a pregnant spouse of a 
disabled veteran who was hired under 
the military spouse appointing author-
ity was terminated. 

We know that a 25-year Marine Corps 
veteran with a 100-percent service-con-
nected disability rating and 15 years of 
service was terminated. 

We know that a VA researcher work-
ing on treatments for substance use 
disorders among veterans was termi-
nated. 

We know that the cyber security lead 
for the VA website—the digital hub 
that connects veterans with their bene-
fits and holds sensitive, personal data— 
was terminated. 

These kinds of impacts—and I have 
mentioned just a tiny fraction of all of 
them—are ongoing. They are real. 
They are urgent. 

I am more than happy to work on the 
language of this resolution, but the 
goal is indisputable and unavoidable. 

I am going to turn now to some of my 
colleagues who have joined me today. I 
thank them for doing so. 

First, Senator WHITEHOUSE, if I may 
yield to him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, 
first, let me thank Senator 
BLUMENTHAL for this effort. It really 
matters. Even if it fails, it matters to 
our veterans to know that we tried, to 
know that we did not leave them out 
there at the mercy of Elon Musk and 
his little muskrats that have been run-
ning around through all of our govern-
ment Agencies breaking Agencies, vio-
lating court orders, prowling through 
your data—Americans, prowling 
through your data—and, of course, fir-
ing veterans. 

No President has fired more veterans 
than Donald Trump just in his first few 
weeks in office, and what it is doing to 
the VA and to services for veterans is 
deeply wrong and deeply unfortunate. 

In Rhode Island, we have our Provi-
dence VA health center, which is a 
first-class operation. Our veterans love 
it. It is well run. It has all sorts of new 
services and facilities that Senator 
REED and I have worked to make sure 
got to the hospital. Also, it has nearly 
2,500 employees. It is a big operation. 

We also have the Providence VA ben-
efits office, which is such a good bene-
fits office that if a program is being 
rolled out and not working someplace, 
they call in the Providence benefits of-
fice to try to get it working. If they are 
about to roll out a new program and 
they want to beta test it, they go to 
the Providence benefits office because 
they are good at what they do. I can’t 
think of anything that makes them 
more proud than the customers they 
serve. They love the folks they work 
for. 

So to go through this group and slash 
and burn without the least logic or 
care from, like, these little tech bro 
muskrat types who have never served, 
have no idea what they are doing, but 
are just taking delight in moving fast 
and breaking things, to use the tech 
bro talk—well, that is fine if you are a 
tech bro and you are playing around 
with equipment, but when you are 
dealing with our veterans and you are 
dealing with people’s lives, running 
around fast, not knowing what you are 
doing, and breaking stuff sounds more 
like Thing One and Thing Two from 
‘‘The Cat in the Hat.’’ This is not the 
responsible way veterans should be 
treated. 

I will mention just two while I am 
here. 

There is a Rhode Islander who works 
for our Veterans Crisis Line. It is the 
hotline that veterans can call in to 
when they are having an acute crisis of 
some kind, perhaps even feeling suici-
dal. This is not easy work. When that 
phone goes, you have to be on, and you 
have to be expert. You have to under-
stand how to support the people who 
are calling in. You have to understand 
how to get them to the services they 
need. It is a life-and-death matter. 

This individual was fired and then re-
hired a few days later—or at least told 
they were reinstated just a few days 

later. But with all the scrambling 
going on at the VA, the VA has not re-
issued work credentials, and they still 
do not have a return-to-work date for 
the improper firing that never should 
have happened and then was rescinded 
but now doesn’t have a proper end to 
the termination. It is administrative 
malpractice, it is stupid, and it is 
wrong. 

We have another Rhode Islander who 
worked at the local vet center who was 
also abruptly and unjustifiably termi-
nated. 

As I said, it really means a lot to 
these people to be working for vet-
erans. They really put their hearts into 
it, and they really want to do a very 
good job. They actually get rated on 
whether or not they are, in fact, doing 
a good job. 

This individual received outstanding 
performance ratings. It wasn’t just 
that they threw their heart and soul 
into their work, their peers reviewed 
them and their supervisors reviewed 
them and said that they were out-
standing performers at their work. 

So a letter comes to them saying 
that they were terminated due to poor 
performance. Among other things, that 
was a lie because they weren’t poor 
performers. They were excellent per-
formers. 

When you lie to people who are work-
ing for veterans just so you can fire 
them, that is a pretty loathsome way 
to go about serving veterans, and it is 
certainly a loathsome way to treat the 
people who dedicate their lives to tak-
ing care of veterans. 

If you want to go find the people who 
have poor performance and fire them, 
go find the people who have poor per-
formance and fire them, but don’t just 
randomly accuse high performers of 
poor performance, lie to them about 
their performance, and fire them. It is 
a really offensive state of affairs. 

It means now that vet center calls 
are being routed out to Colorado in a 
different time zone. Rhode Island—a 
little bit like Connecticut—is a small 
State. Connecticut is a little bigger. 
We have our own character, we have 
our own nature, and we have our own, 
often, way of speaking. And it matters, 
when you pick up the phone to call the 
vet center, that you are not talking to 
somebody several time zones away in 
Colorado, particularly not because the 
phone isn’t being answered because a 
high-performing worker was lied to 
about their performance and wrongly 
fired. There is really no excuse for 
that. 

I want to say to the folks at the 
Providence benefits office: Thank you. 
God bless you. We admire and respect 
what you do. We recognize that the en-
tire VA organization has treated you as 
particularly expert and able, and the 
work you do to make sure our vets get 
the benefits they are due is first class. 
Thank you for what you do. We are 
grateful. And I apologize that this 
President and this whatever he is and 
his little muskrats are doing this kind 
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of damage to the institution you so 
proudly serve. 

To the folks at the Providence VA 
hospital: God bless you, and thank you. 
You do great work. 

I deal with veterans all the time. Our 
veterans love our hospital. They are 
proud of our hospital. They think it is 
well run. They think they are well 
treated. The services are good. You can 
even get rides there. There is good 
parking. I mean, this hospital runs the 
way you would want a veterans hos-
pital to run. 

So keep those little muskrats out of 
Rhode Island. Don’t damage the serv-
ices to our veterans. 

I hope that, as the chairman said, we 
can come together and fix this, but it 
is hard to hear about how we should 
come together when nobody came to-
gether from ‘‘Muskland,’’ and those lit-
tle muskrats didn’t check in with any-
body before they went in to break stuff 
at these Agencies. It is a little late for 
togetherness when there has been none 
in terms of defending the work that 
these wonderful people do. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 

we are going to be joined by others of 
my colleagues, but I want to follow 
Senator WHITEHOUSE’s very eloquent 
remarks by just making a couple of 
quick points. 

You know, tonight, the President is 
going to speak to Members of both the 
House and the Senate, and he is going 
to make a lot of claims, many of them 
untethered in any way to the facts. But 
if he does nothing else, what I would 
like to see him do is show some respect 
for our veterans. He has called them 
suckers and losers. They have been 
called swamp creatures or deep-staters 
by members of this administration. 
Part of the mindset here that is re-
sponsible for these firings is that dis-
respect for our veterans. 

Two of my sons are veterans—one, a 
Marine Corps first lieutenant who 
served in Afghanistan; another, a Navy 
SEAL. They value the VA. 

Americans see in their real lives how 
the VA helps our veterans. 

When the President speaks tonight, I 
want him to look at the guests whom 
we have brought—not only my guest, 
Michael Missal, the former inspector 
general of the VA, but also a U.S. Air 
Force veteran with more than 30 years 
of military service who retired from a 
lifetime of dedicated service to his 
country in November and immediately 
rededicated himself to serving his fel-
low veterans at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. He started work on Janu-
ary 13. He was illegally terminated 
barely 1 month later. He is the soul 
breadwinner of his family. And Tony 
Ruiz, a disabled Army veteran—until 
he was illegally terminated, he worked 
at the VA Benefits Administration to 
assist veterans with their benefits 
claim. He was cut just 10 days before 
his probationary period ended. He was 
serving in his dream job. 

These veterans and other courageous 
former members of our Armed Forces 
are going to be with us tonight, and 
they will be speaking out. They will be 
sharing their stories. They are not 
faceless bureaucrats. They are not 
suckers. They are not losers. They are 
hard-working public servants who have 
willingly sacrificed everything for this 
country, have been willing to give even 
their lives, and now have rededicated 
themselves to continue their service 
now that their military time is com-
plete. 

I want to yield to my colleague from 
Michigan, Senator PETERS, who him-
self is a veteran and a great colleague 
and friend of ours. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak in opposition to the 
mass termination of veterans that is 
taking place all across our Federal 
Government. 

I was proud to serve more than a dec-
ade in the U.S. Navy Reserve, where I 
rose to the rank of lieutenant com-
mander. During this time, I had the ab-
solute privilege to work with some of 
the most patriotic, hard-working, and 
inspiring individuals that I have ever 
met. I know firsthand that veterans 
are a vital source of talent to our 
workforce. 

So let’s just think for a moment. 
Let’s just think about the qualities 
that make a valuable employee: leader-
ship, work ethic, problem-solving abili-
ties, and of course, integrity. These are 
not just abstract qualities; they are 
tangible assets that veterans bring to 
our businesses, our communities, and 
to our government. They are qualities 
that drive innovation. They boost pro-
ductivity and foster a culture of excel-
lence. Employing our Nation’s veterans 
when they transition to civilian life is 
not just a responsibility; it is a smart 
business decision. That is why the Fed-
eral Government has long taken advan-
tage of this absolutely remarkable tal-
ent pool. 

Veterans now make up roughly 30 
percent of our Federal workforce—or 
more than 640,000 veterans in the civil 
service—and I rise today to express my 
absolute outrage over the indiscrimi-
nate firings of nearly 6,000 of these vet-
erans—from the VA to the Defense De-
partment to the Department of the 
Treasury. 

At the VA, where veterans’ input is 
particularly critical to shaping policies 
that support our Nation’s robust vet-
eran population, Elon Musk and DOGE 
have fired more than 600 veteran em-
ployees. They are part of more than 
2,400 individuals fired all across the 
VA. 

I have heard from numerous veterans 
and VA workers in Michigan who are 
absolutely devastated and confused by 
why this administration would turn 
their back on them like this. My staff 
met with a veteran who has worked for 
the VA in Michigan for nearly 30 years. 
Last year, they were moved to a new 

role within the VA and promoted—pro-
moted—to supervisor shortly there-
after. And no surprise because they had 
never received less than an excellent 
performance review over 30 years. But 
because they were relatively new to 
that specific role, they were swept up 
in the widespread firings, both within 
the VA and across government, of all 
probationary employees. They were 
one of many veterans fired abruptly, 
without cause, without reason. 

In another case, a veteran with 8 
years of Active Duty service in the Air 
Force was fired from the VA in Michi-
gan after receiving an ‘‘outstanding’’ 
performance review. His probationary 
period was set to expire last week, just 
12 days after he was let go. 

These cuts are not based on fact. 
They are not based on logic. They are 
just cruel. And our country will not be 
better off. As a result of these mass 
layoffs, Americans can expect longer 
wait times to receive important docu-
ments like passports and Social Secu-
rity benefits, fewer food safety inspec-
tions, and higher risks during air trav-
el. 

These are Americans who put their 
lives on the line to defend this country. 
They took up a job to continue to serve 
the people of this country. They rep-
resent the very best of our Nation, and 
we need them in our Federal work-
force. 

I am calling today on the administra-
tion to reinstate these veteran employ-
ees immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona. 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, we made 
a sacred promise to our veterans that 
after their service, they would get the 
care and support that they earned. 
That promise did not come with an ex-
piration date. And as a combat veteran 
myself, I take this responsibility per-
sonally on behalf of Arizona’s more 
than 500,000 veterans and veterans 
across the country. But with these 
mass firings of staff at the VA, Presi-
dent Trump and Elon Musk are break-
ing that promise. 

In the last month, thousands of VA 
employees, people who care for our Na-
tion’s veterans, were fired with no 
warning, no phone call, no meeting— 
just an email telling them that they no 
longer had a job, that they were no 
longer wanted. These aren’t just name-
less, faceless bureaucrats; these are 
Americans who signed up to serve our 
country by taking care of veterans. 
They deserve to be treated with re-
spect. These are the people on the 
frontlines of veterans’ care and serv-
ices, and they were fired without even 
a thought. 

We can all agree that the VA can do 
a better job, but aimlessly firing thou-
sands of people will do nothing to help 
speed up veterans’ healthcare—noth-
ing. It will just make accessing care 
more difficult. 

Secretary Collins and the VA claim 
that these were ‘‘non-mission critical’’ 
jobs. Well, that is simply not true. In 
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Arizona, we have seen VA workers and 
the families who rely on the VA im-
pacted in a real way—like Brandy and 
David, who shared their story with Ari-
zona’s Family News and are both vet-
erans themselves who became loan spe-
cialists to help fellow veterans navi-
gate financial hardships and avoid 
homelessness. Before they were fired, 
each of them was handling 1,500 cases. 
Each of those cases represents one vet-
eran who needs help. How much longer 
will it take veterans in need to get an-
swers? 

Another Arizona family reached out 
to my office, afraid to speak out pub-
licly because of fear of retaliation. The 
husband is a doctor at the Tucson VA. 
He treats patients with lung disease. 
But last week he got an email—not a 
meeting, no conversation—just an 
email telling him to resign. Is that who 
Secretary Collins calls ‘‘non-mission 
critical’’? His wife now fears that her 
job could be next. They have two young 
kids, and now they are being forced to 
rethink everything because this admin-
istration—this administration—kicked 
them to the curb. 

Donald Trump claims to care about 
veterans but then turns around and 
fires the very people whose job it is to 
ensure that veterans get the care that 
they need, the care that they earned 
from serving our Nation, for keeping us 
safe. These are real people. These ter-
minations, they are not just numbers 
on a spreadsheet; they are real people 
who execute a mission serving vet-
erans. And these layoffs—these layoffs 
are going to mean longer wait times 
for appointments, fewer options for 
mental health care, fewer options for 
pain management, more delays in proc-
essing benefits. 

Is this really where Elon Musk and 
Donald Trump want to save a buck? Off 
the backs of veterans who have risked 
everything for us? 

This is not how the United States 
should treat our veterans. That is why 
I stand here today as a veteran myself, 
with Senator BLUMENTHAL and our col-
leagues, to support this resolution. 

Let’s get the folks back to work serv-
ing our veterans. The work they do is 
mission critical. Veterans in Arizona 
and across the country are counting on 
them, and they are counting on us. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

am going to close this colloquy by, 
first of all, thanking my colleagues 
who have come today, especially vet-
erans like Senator KELLY, who served 
for decades, and Senator PETERS and 
all the veterans who have joined in this 
resolution—Senators GALLEGO and oth-
ers who have served this country—Sen-
ator SLOTKIN, Senator PETERS, who was 
here, and others. 

But we don’t have to be veterans to 
appreciate what members of our mili-
tary do for our country. My own serv-
ice in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
pales in comparison to many of theirs 

and many who have appeared before 
the Veterans’ Committee over these 
past 7, 10 days, many of them decrying 
these kinds of cuts. Again, these are 
real people, affected in real ways, un-
necessarily harmed. 

And these headlines speak volumes 
about how they have been hurt: 

DOGE finds zero fraud, waste, or abuse, 
just new ways to harm veterans. 

Veterans fired in federal layoffs say they 
were ‘‘stabbed in the back.’’ 

These are just a scattering of the 
kinds of real-life stories that bring us 
to the floor today. 

I plead with the President: Please 
make this resolution unnecessary. Do 
the right thing. But if you don’t, I ask 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle: Join us from that other side of 
the aisle; join us in decrying these 
cuts, the freezes, the firings, the termi-
nations. They are illegal and immoral. 

And we will move forward. We will 
continue to fight because American 
values are at stake. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 21 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 
last November, the American people 
returned President Donald Trump to 
the Oval Office with a mandate to re-
store common sense in government, 
and in many ways, this common sense 
was most needed on the issue of pro-
tecting women and girls. 

After 4 years where President Biden 
waged a war on women’s sports, the 
message from voters was clear: no 
more biological men competing in 
women’s athletics, no more stolen 
records and medals, and no more inva-
sions of privacy, humiliation, and harm 
for our Nation’s incredible female ath-
letes. 

To be certain, President Trump has 
delivered on the mandate. On Inau-
guration Day, the President issued an 
Executive order that affirms the Fed-
eral Government’s position that there 
are only two sexes, male and female. 

This is a position grounded in bio-
logical reality, not gender ideology. 
Last month, the President also signed 
an Executive order that bans biological 
males from competing in women’s 
sports. 

It was an honor to join President 
Trump at the signing ceremony along 
with the brave young women and girls 
who have spoken out for fairness, safe-
ty, equal opportunity, including one of 
those female athletes, Tennessee’s 
Riley Gaines. 

The terms of the order are simple: If 
you allow men to compete in women’s 
athletics, you will lose your Federal 
funding. 

To no one’s surprise, the order is get-
ting results. Right after President 
Trump signed it, the NCAA, which 
oversees more than 530,000 student ath-
letes, announced that it would comply 
with the order. 

For more than a decade, the Nation’s 
largest athletic association allowed 

men to compete in women’s events. It 
will be a top priority of mine to ensure 
that this injustice never happens again 
and that the NCAA will fully adhere to 
the Executive order. 

While the vast majority of States are 
complying, there are some States, blue 
States like California and Maine, that 
are vowing to fight President Trump 
over the order. 

The message they are sending is 
clear: Democrats are willing to risk 
millions in Federal funding for schools 
to uphold their radical, far-left ide-
ology that claims there are no dif-
ferences between men and women. 

The American people know better, 
and so do the more than 3 million fe-
male high school and college athletes 
who deserve every single opportunity 
to succeed. They work hard; they train 
hard; they set their goals; they com-
pete; and they work to succeed. 

To celebrate all of these incredible 
accomplishments from these 3 million 
high school and college athletes, I am 
asking for unanimous consent for my 
resolution to establish October 10—the 
10th month, 10th day—recognized by 
the Roman numerals XX, like the fe-
male sex chromosome, as American 
Girls in Sports Day, setting aside a day 
to recognize the accomplishments of 3 
million high school and college female 
athletes. 

In addition to celebrating female 
athletes, this resolution calls on sports 
governing bodies across the country to 
protect women and girls in sports. 
There is absolutely zero reason for Sen-
ate Democrats to oppose this resolu-
tion, and here is the reason why: We 
have a New York Times Ipsos poll that 
tells the story on this. Seventy-nine 
percent of the American people, includ-
ing 67 percent of Democrats, want to 
make certain that female sports are for 
girls and women. Those numbers—67 
percent of Democrats, 79 percent of all 
Americans—say they are with us. 

They want to protect women and 
girls in sports. They want to make cer-
tain that they have the right to com-
pete, the right to train, the right to do 
team building, and the right to succeed 
and be recognized for it. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation be dis-
charged from further consideration and 
the Senate now proceed to S. Res. 21; 
further, that the resolution be agreed 
to; the preamble be agreed to; and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, reserv-

ing the right to object, as I understand 
it, this bill—this resolution seeks to es-
tablish an American Girls in Sports 
Day. 

Obviously, that sounds like a really 
good idea until you read the resolution, 
and you realize that this resolution ac-
tually has virtually nothing to do with 
the history and the current reality of 
girls playing sports. 
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Instead, it is just another attempt by 

Republicans to pretend that the big-
gest threat to this country is 
transgender kids or gay kids or drag 
shows. Republicans don’t want to talk 
about rising costs, rising grocery 
prices, rising gas costs. They don’t 
want to talk about the cratering rep-
utation of America in the world. They 
don’t want to talk about the fact the 
stock market is crashing because of 
the disastrous economic policies of this 
President. 

No. As usual, it is transgender kids 
and drag shows that are causing all the 
problems in America. How do I know 
that this bill isn’t an honest attempt 
to celebrate girls in sports? Well, first, 
if you really cared about girls in 
sports, you would know that we actu-
ally already have a national day. It is 
February 7. It is called National 
Women and Girls in Sports Day. It was 
signed into law 40 years ago by Presi-
dent Reagan. 

The sponsors of this resolution were 
so eager to shame transgender kids 
that they didn’t even check to see if 
there was already a day. Now, folks are 
going to say Democrats objected to an 
American Girls in Sports Day. That is 
like bringing a resolution before the 
floor to declare June 27 Christmas, and 
when Democrats object, Democrats are 
anti-Christmas. 

Second, if this bill were really about 
girls in sports, it would celebrate girls 
in sports. But this resolution isn’t 
about that. The resolution, if you read 
it, is just about this one issue; 
transgender athletes. Frankly, that is 
an insult to the thousands of girls who 
do play sports. Ninety-nine percent of 
them are never going to compete 
against a transgender athlete. 

I am not saying this isn’t an issue 
that is worth spending a little bit of 
time on, but let’s be clear: A female 
high school athlete in this country is 
more likely to be killed by a falling ob-
ject than to lose a competition to a bi-
ological male. 

If this resolution were really about 
celebrating girls in sports instead of 
just trying to bully and shame 
transgender kids, then maybe some-
where in the resolution it might talk 
about Patsy Mink, who successfully 
championed the passage of title IX. 
Maybe it would mention iconic women 
athletes who broke barriers like Billie 
Jean King or Althea Gibson or 
Kathrine Switzer or Pat Summitt. 
Maybe they would talk about the 
iconic sports teams that put women in 
sports on the national stage, like Lou-
isiana Tech or the U.S. Women’s Soc-
cer Team. 

Maybe it would actually tell the 
story of how over the last 50 years, we 
have gone from 300,000 girls in high 
school sports to 3.4 million today, but 
it doesn’t do any of that. The text of 
this resolution isn’t about the history 
of girls and women entering high 
school and college sports. It is not a 
celebration of those iconic teams and 
athletes. Instead, this resolution is just 

a tactic, another one, to scare and mis-
lead the public and to bully vulnerable 
kids. That is the reason that I am on 
the floor, once again, to object. There-
fore, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 

find my colleague’s comments so very 
interesting, and I think it would have 
served him well to actually read the 
resolution. So I am going to read part 
of it so that my colleagues know what 
this does because it does talk about 
celebrating these athletes. 

Here you go: 
Whereas athletic participation has an im-

portant, positive impact on young girls, im-
proving their physical health, self-con-
fidence, and discipline; 

Whereas women have been responsible for 
some of the greatest athletic feats in the 
sports history of the United States, from the 
Olympic games to professional competition; 

He wanted to make certain that some 
of these greats like Pat Summitt and 
our Lady Vols are recognized. Abso-
lutely. That is what we are doing: 

Whereas female athletes have served as in-
spirations for generations of women and 
girls; 

And then we talk about title IX. We 
talk about: 

Whereas there are fundamental biological 
differences between men and women that put 
women at a competitive disadvantage in 
sports and jeopardize their safety during 
competition; 

And 79 percent of the American peo-
ple agree with this. 

Then we go through: 
Whereas, since 2003, biological men have 

displaced women and girls from 950 cham-
pionship titles, medals, scholarships, and 
records they should have rightly won, in-
cluding at least 28 women’s sports titles in 
volleyball, swimming, mountain biking, 
track and field, weightlifting, and cycling. 

We look at the policies that have 
been enacted to protect women and the 
imperative to make certain they are 
athletically protected and then setting 
up October 10 as the day that would be 
American Girls in Sports Day and con-
tinuing to recognize that year after 
year. 

Now, my colleague from Connecticut 
probably knows that this issue of pro-
tecting women and girls in sports is 
very, very popular in Connecticut. One 
of Connecticut’s biggest track stars is 
a Conrad High School senior there, a 
male-to-female athlete who holds the 
State’s top 2023–2024 rankings in the 
girls outdoor high jump, long jump, 
and triple jump according to ath-
letic.net. 

Then you look at—there are two indi-
viduals, two boys who identify as fe-
male, they competed on a Connecticut 
high school track team from 2017 to 
2020, and there were—and I want to be 
sure we look at what this does to girls 
who are trying to compete. This is why 
this issue is so popular. 

Here are the stats. There were 93 
times when a girl was denied an indi-
vidual or relay championship because 

of these two male athletes who were 
competing as females—93 times. A girl 
who had trained, who had worked out, 
who sought to win, to represent her 
team—they were denied because two 
boys were competing as females. Nine-
ty-three times. 

There were 52 times when a girl was 
denied the advancement to a cham-
pionship meet. Now, think about that. 
We all have children. We know the 
heartbreak when someone has trained 
and trained and trained, not just for 
days or weeks or months but for years, 
and they are denied the ability to move 
forward because there is a boy com-
peting in a female category. 

There were 39 times when a girl was 
denied an opportunity to advance to 
finals, 17 times when a girl was denied 
an All-New England honor, 11 times 
when a girl lost a meet record, and 23 
girls—23—were denied a Connecticut 
State Open team championship. 

In other words, allowing these two 
boys to compete as females and com-
pete against girls denied girls opportu-
nities and awards 235 times. That is 
one State. 

So I would remind my colleagues 
they are on the wrong side of this 
issue. Seventy-nine percent of the 
American people say it is wrong for 
men to compete in women’s athletics. 
Sixty-seven percent of Democrats say 
it is wrong to have men compete in 
women’s athletics. 

It is lost opportunity. It is lost rec-
ognition. It is lost success for women. 

What ever happened to people on the 
left that supported women’s rights, 
women’s safety, supported title IX? Ob-
viously, they have thrown it to the 
wayside. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF ACT 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I want 
to talk for a few moments about in-
come tax filing season. I realize the 
Presiding Officer would probably prefer 
to be condemned to hearing O.J. jokes 
for the rest of eternity than to hear me 
talk about Federal income tax filing, 
but it is important for Americans and 
my people back in Louisiana because 
we have a new deduction for people 
who have uninsured losses from nat-
ural disasters. It is really important in 
my State because many of my people 
have suffered damages, for which they 
did not receive insurance payments, 
from Hurricanes Laura, Delta, Ida, and 
Francine. 

We passed this new deduction in De-
cember. It is called the Federal Dis-
aster Tax Relief Act. What it does is 
the following: It changes the law. It 
now says that if you are a victim of a 
natural disaster like a hurricane and 
you have a loss that is not paid for by 
your insurance, you can now deduct off 
your income tax dollar for dollar any 
uninsured property damage in excess of 
$500. 

Why is that important? Well, under 
the old rules, you were limited in your 
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deduction. You could only deduct your 
uninsured property losses that were in 
excess of 10 percent of your adjusted 
gross income. I know that sounds com-
plicated, and it is kind of complicated. 
But rather than belaboring the point, 
the bottom line is this: As a result of 
this bill that we all worked on and we 
passed, you can now deduct more, and 
this is the first time people will be able 
to do this. 

Let me say it again. If you had an un-
insured property loss, you can now de-
duct any of that loss above $500. This 
also applies in addition to the standard 
deduction. So if you take the standard 
deduction, as most Americans do, you 
can take this additional deduction on 
top of it. 

I would also like to point out to all 
Americans but especially my people 
back home in Louisiana that this tax 
deduction is retroactive. It goes all the 
way back to 2020. So that means that 
going back to 2020, if you had unin-
sured losses, you can now deduct them 
if they exceed $500. 

I know folks are thinking, well, I al-
ready filed my income taxes for 2021 
and 2022 and 2023. You can file an 
amended return. It is very simple to 
do. You just file an amended return 
that says: There has been a change in 
the law, and I am entitled to have this 
higher deduction, and therefore the 
Federal Government owes me money, 
and therefore please send me my check. 

So I wanted to make sure that Amer-
icans knew about this new tax provi-
sion we passed. 

INFLATION 
Mr. President, the second thing I 

want to talk about is a subject that 
some people want to avoid, but I don’t, 
and the American people don’t. It is on 
the minds of every American. That is 
high prices. I know there are other 
issues that are important that we are 
talking about: male athletes in wom-
en’s sports—that is important; immi-
gration—that is important; national 
security—we are talking about that, 
and that is important; the Middle East; 
Ukraine. I could go on. But the single 
most important issue that moms and 
dads worry about in America today 
when they lie down to sleep at night 
and can’t is inflation, high prices. 

I don’t want to dwell on the past, but 
President Biden’s administration was 
an inflation machine. We saw inflation 
get as high at one point as 10 percent. 
What does that mean? That means that 
prices were going up every day, every 
month, at the rate of 10 percent 
annualized. Bidenomics, in most peo-
ple’s minds, became paying more to 
live worse. I mean, inflation just was 
gutting the American people like a 
fish. It happened because of all this 
breathtaking amount of money Presi-
dent Biden’s administration spent, tril-
lions of dollars—the American Rescue 
Plan, the CHIPS Act, the Inflation Re-
duction Act. They injected trillions of 
dollars into the economy, frankly, as 
we are finding out now, most of it in 
wasteful spending that caused too 

many dollars to chase too few goods. 
Unless you are master class dumb, you 
know that every single time, that leads 
to inflation. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Federal 
Reserve, inflation came down. It went 
down from 10 percent to—today, it is 
between 2 and 3 percent, depending on 
whose numbers you believe. And that is 
good. I am happy it happened. That is 
called disinflation. 

When inflation goes from 10 percent 
to 3 percent, that means prices are still 
rising, but they are just not rising as 
quickly as they were. And that is a 
good thing, but it doesn’t lower prices. 
It doesn’t mean that we have now 
lower prices. They just aren’t as high 
as they would have been if we hadn’t 
tried to control inflation. That is 
called disinflation. Deflation is when 
prices actually go down. Deflation is 
when prices actually go down. 

What the American people are won-
dering every single day as they sell 
blood plasma to go to the grocery store 
is, when am I going to get some relief 
from these high prices? And we do need 
to provide them relief. 

I want to talk about three ways that 
we are in the process of trying to re-
duce those prices that my Democratic 
colleagues caused. And I don’t mean to 
pick on all my Democratic colleagues, 
but as I have said before, I like break-
fast food and straight answers. No 
economist in America believes that 
this inflation happened as a result of 
happenstance. It happened because of 
the breathtaking amount of money 
that President Biden spent. 

There are three things we are doing 
to try to get these prices down. No. 1, 
reduce spending. You see it every sin-
gle day from President Trump. He said 
he was going to audit Federal spending, 
and that is exactly what he is doing. 

Now, there are some people that are 
mad. There are people that are very 
mad at President Trump and Mr. Musk 
and others for discovering all of this 
waste. The people that are mad don’t 
seem to be mad at the people who 
caused the waste; they are mad at the 
President and Mr. Musk for finding the 
waste. I find that a little bit ironic. 

But the point is that we are trying to 
reduce spending, and you are going to 
see it in our reconciliation bill that we 
are going to pass, as the Presiding Offi-
cer knows. You are going to see it in 
our budget, if we ever pass one. We are 
trying to reduce spending because our 
debt is $36 trillion, and it is going up at 
the rate of $7 million a minute. I have 
been talking 5 minutes, maybe; it has 
grown $35 million while I was talking. 

So we are trying to reduce govern-
ment spending to get this debt down 
but also to reduce high prices. Why 
does it matter? Because the less money 
that government spends, the less stim-
ulative government is on the private 
sector. When government spends 
money—there is a finite amount of 
money—when government spends 
money, it is money that we are spend-
ing instead of the private sector to cre-
ate jobs and to increase wages. 

So the first thing we are doing—the 
new administration and the new Con-
gress—is to try to reduce spending, and 
if we are successful, that will lower 
these prices. 

No. 2, deregulation. The Federal Gov-
ernment wants to regulate every 
breath we take—every breath we take. 

I wish you could see all of the Fed-
eral regulations. If you stacked them 
right here—if you stack every single 
Federal regulation right here, you 
could probably stand on this thing and 
paint the ceiling. It is just amazing. 

Each one of these regulations has a 
cost. The cost of all of our regulations 
today is in excess of $2 trillion—not 
billion, not million—$2 trillion. What 
does that mean? That means when a 
business produces a product or it deliv-
ers a service and it has to comply with 
a meaningless, gnarly Federal regula-
tion which costs money, that extra ex-
pense is added to the cost of the prod-
uct of the service. 

Duh. 
I mean, businesses have to stay in 

business. They can’t eat the cost. So 
they pass it on. That leads to higher 
prices. 

So the second thing that we are 
doing—we are working on it every day. 
It hasn’t been talked about a lot. We 
passed some bills here on the floor of 
the Senate, but the administration is 
doing even more. We are deregulating. 
We are getting rid of all of these excess 
regulations whose costs are greater 
than their benefit. I think the Presi-
dent said he has a new rule that if you 
are in the bureaucracy and you want to 
promulgate a new rule, you can do it if 
it is really necessary, but you have to 
get rid of 10 others. If we do that suc-
cessfully, that will reduce prices. 

So the first thing we are doing is cut-
ting spending to get down these high 
prices. The second thing we are doing 
is implementing Federal deregulation. 
The third thing we are doing—we are 
working on it as we speak, as you 
know, Mr. President. 

We have to grow this economy. I 
mentioned the high spending and the 
debt that has led to higher prices. 
Think about this. Since 2019, 5 years 
ago, the American population in-
creased 2 percent. The Federal budget 
has increased 55 percent—2 percent 
population increase, Federal spending 
is up 55 percent. That is just a fact. The 
numbers are the numbers. I know we 
have had some inflation. We haven’t 
had 55-percent worth of inflation. That 
is just a fact. 

Every dollar that the Federal Gov-
ernment spends is a dollar that busi-
ness people don’t have to invest. Why 
is that important? Because they invest; 
they grow their business; they add 
more jobs; the business becomes more 
profitable; and wages rise. 

The third way we are attacking these 
high prices is by trying to stimulate 
the economy to increase wages so that 
we actually can grow out of these high 
prices so that people will have more 
money to spend when they buy a car or 
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go to the grocery store. We are not 
going to do that with tepid GDP 
growth. 

If you go back to 2010—what, 15 years 
now? America has experienced average 
gross domestic product growth—that 
means how much your economy is 
growing, as you know, Mr. President. 
Average GDP growth is a little over 2 
percent. That is not going to get it. 
That is not going to get it. In fact, now 
when we have 2.5 percent GDP growth, 
we get so excited. We are so happy we 
want to have a toga party. Well, 2.5 
percent is not going to get it. In order 
to grow out of these high prices and in-
crease wages, we are going to have to 
increase GDP growth to at least 3 per-
cent. And that used to be normal for 
America. That used to be very, very do-
able and very normal. 

How are we going to do that? We are 
going to do that through the Tax Code. 
We have about $4.5 trillion worth of tax 
cuts that we implemented back in 2017 
that caused the economy to grow and 
wages to go up until COVID hit. Those 
tax cuts are expiring here very shortly, 
and we are going to extend them. If we 
don’t, it will be, in effect, a tax in-
crease by $4.5 trillion. That will send 
our growth down, not up. 

We are also going to change some 
other provisions of the Tax Code; and 
in doing so, we are not going to add to 
our deficit. We are going to match 
those tax decreases with spending sav-
ings so that we do not add to the na-
tional debt. That is what we are doing 
on inflation. 

I didn’t want this to be lost in trans-
lation because of all the other impor-
tant things we are talking about. 

We are well aware that high prices 
are gutting the American people like a 
fish. But by reducing spending, by de-
regulating the economy, and by design-
ing a Tax Code that looks like some-
body designed it on purpose, we are 
going to get those high prices down. 

Point 3, I am speaking of saving 
money. I talked a little bit about pub-
lic radio and public television in Amer-
ica—the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, NPR, PBS. These are public 
TV and radio stations. The American 
people spend about a half billion dol-
lars a year and give it directly to pub-
lic TV. They give it to the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting. 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
picks its favorite local TV stations and 
radio stations, gives money to them, 
and local TV and radio stations buy 
programming from NPR and PBS, 
which is loosely affiliated with Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting. 

There was a time when it was nec-
essary because we only had three TV 
stations and few radio stations. And 
people in rural areas depended on the 
government for the media. Those days 
are long gone, as we know. We now 
have a breathtaking array of ways to 
get information, everything from 
podcasts to Facebook to Twitter to 
Google News to cable TV to streaming. 
We no longer need to spend half a bil-

lion dollars a year or half a trillion dol-
lars a year—we spent $14.5 billion since 
we started funding public radio and tel-
evision. We no longer need to do it. 

I mean, we don’t fund CNN. We don’t 
subsidize CNN, and if somebody pro-
posed to, I would vote against it. We 
don’t subsidize FOX News. If somebody 
introduced a bill to subsidize FOX 
News, I would vote against it. Why are 
we subsidizing these radio and tele-
vision stations? They need to compete 
with everybody else. 

The final point I want to make on 
this subject, the audience for public 
radio and public television is declining. 
Let me say that again. The audience 
for public radio and public television, 
which your tax dollars pay for, is de-
clining. Why is that? There are a lot of 
reasons for it, but I will tell you one. 
People used to tune into PBS and NPR 
and Corporation for Public bias—Pub-
lic Broadcasting—Freudian slip there— 
because those stations played it right 
straight down the middle. But they 
don’t anymore. They are very, very bi-
ased in their reporting. We all know 
that. I mean, all you have to do is lis-
ten to them. 

This is America. You are entitled—I 
despise opinion journalists, but it is 
constitutional. On the First Amend-
ment, you can say what you want, 
within reason. I support that. You are 
not free if you can’t say what you 
think, so I don’t want you to mis-
construe what I am saying. These local 
stations that are getting money from 
the taxpayers have every right to re-
port what they want. But they don’t 
have a right to do it and offer a jaun-
diced point of view using taxpayer dol-
lars. That is my point. 

I just wanted to, as I have done in the 
past, I wanted to read a few more head-
lines. This is the kind of reporting that 
is being done today with your tax 
money on NPR, National Public Radio, 
and PBS. I will start with NPR. Here is 
one of the headlines of NPR: ‘‘Argu-
ments that trans athletes have an un-
fair advantage lack evidence to sup-
port.’’ 

That is opinion journalism. Here is 
another headline from NPR: ‘‘A Brief 
History of How Racism Shaped Inter-
state Highways.’’ 

I did not know our interstate high-
ways were racists. I thought they were 
concrete. Not according to NPR. 

Here is another NPR headline: 
‘‘Trump ‘Embodies Nearly Every As-
pect of a Racist,’ Author Says.’’ 

Another: ‘‘The Nation: Confronting 
Trump’s Coded Racism.’’ 

And another: ‘‘Is Trump’s Call For 
‘Law And Order’ A Coded Racial Mes-
sage?’’ 

As I said, these are your tax dollars 
at work. 

‘‘Sexism Is Out In The Open In The 
2016 Campaign. That May Have Been 
Inevitable.’’ That is another headline. 

‘‘Is Trump Really That Racist?’’ An-
other headline. 

And another headline: ‘‘FRONTLINE 
traces the ‘ambition and revenge’ driv-

ing SCOTUS Justice Clarence Thom-
as.’’ NPR is reporting that Justice 
Thomas is motivated by revenge and 
ambition. 

Another headline from NPR: ‘‘What 
can the White House do to confront the 
narrative around Biden’s ability?’’ 

It wasn’t a narrative. I mean, I don’t 
hate anybody, and I am sorry this was 
the case, but President Biden had 
neurodegenerative disease. It wasn’t a 
narrative; it was just a fact. I am 
sorry, but it was just a fact. 

Last headline from NPR: ‘‘Scientists 
Start to Tease Out the Subtler Ways 
Racism Hurts Health.’’ 

Your tax dollars at work. I don’t 
want to just pick on NPR. Here are a 
couple which you saw on television, 
PBS, paid for with your tax dollars. 
First headline: ‘‘Talking to Young 
Children About Race and Racism.’’ 

Another headline: ‘‘How America’s 
history of racism connects to divisions 
today.’’ Another headline from PBS: 
‘‘The hidden racism of young white 
Americans.’’ 

Your tax dollars. Another headline: 
‘‘AP FACT CHECK: Trump seeds race 
animus with COVID falsehood.’’ 

Another headline: ‘‘Biden trumpets 
economic gains, but struggles to get 
credit.’’ 

Another headline from PBS: ‘‘ ‘The 
Other Olympians:’ Transgender Ath-
letes in the Nazi Era.’’ 

Come on, give me a break. Gag me 
with a spoon. 

The final headline I will read: ‘‘De-
bunking common myths about gender- 
affirming care for youth.’’ 

Let me say it again, Mr. President, 
these television stations and radio sta-
tions that are getting money from the 
Federal Government—your tax dol-
lars—they have every right under the 
First Amendment to say these things. 
They do and I support the First 
Amendment. But they don’t have an 
inalienable right to report these things 
using opinion journalism that no fair- 
minded American can construe as any-
thing but representing one point of 
view with your tax dollars. I am going 
to try to stop subsidizing media, not 
just PBS and not just NPR but any 
form of media that somehow is getting 
Federal taxpayer dollars. It is just not 
right. It is not fair. I have a bill to do 
that. We are also going to pursue it 
through reconciliation. I think Presi-
dent Trump and Mr. Musk are going to 
pursue it on their own, and I think that 
is a very good thing. 

With that, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

S.J. RES. 3 
Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, today’s 

vote to proceed on this Congressional 
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Review Act resolution should be re-
named the ‘‘Elon Musk ‘Get Out of Jail 
Free’ Card.’’ 

This resolution gives Elon Musk the 
ability to launch his xMoney site with-
out worrying about breaking the law 
and getting caught. Of course, this is 
also a ‘‘get out of jail free’’ card for 
others like, Apple Pay and Google Pay 
and other online platforms that handle 
people’s money, and there is a good 
reason to oppose it. 

This bill is another example of how 
Republicans in Congress, in conjunc-
tion with President Trump and Elon 
Musk in the White House, are sticking 
it to families and middle-class con-
sumers all over America and declaring 
it open season for fraudsters. In fact, 
just a few hours ago, Trump and Elon 
dropped the Agency’s lawsuit against 
Zelle and the big banks that own Zelle 
for failing to protect consumers from 
being scammed out of nearly $1 billion 
on their app. Now Republicans are try-
ing to roll back the CFPB’s ability to 
protect Americans from getting 
scammed on payment apps like Venmo 
and Cash App, and they are making it 
easier for unelected billionaire Elon 
Musk to cheat American consumers 
and line his own pockets. 

So here is the back story: Musk 
bought Twitter, lost buckets of money, 
then decided he could recover and 
make more money by setting up a new 
financial services arm called xMoney. 
Now, in ordinary times, he could do 
that, but the CFPB would be respon-
sible for enforcing consumer financial 
laws for xMoney. It would also be au-
thorized to examine the books and 
records to prevent illegal practices and 
make sure that consumers are getting 
a fair shake. But co-President Musk 
doesn’t want that, and Donald Trump 
and Senate Republicans are willing to 
do Elon’s bidding, and that is what 
brings us here today. 

They want to roll back a rule called 
the larger participant rule that was 
put in place to protect consumers from 
abuses on these apps and to ensure that 
these apps are being monitored for fol-
lowing the law, just like banks get 
monitored for doing the same kinds of 
things. 

The rules protect consumers’ privacy 
when they use digital wallets like 
Apple Pay or Google Pay. The rules 
also help companies get their money 
back when they get defrauded on 
PayPal or Cash App or Venmo. 

Frankly, the rule is great for con-
sumers. It cracks down on tens of mil-
lions of dollars of fraud—fraud that has 
surged in recent years. It protects con-
sumers’ privacy, ensuring that apps are 
not taking your private spending data 
and selling it to anybody who comes 
along. It helps prevent debanking, a 
problem that my colleagues on the op-
posite side of the aisle have spent a lot 
of time talking about. 

The CFPB rule protects consumers’ 
peer-to-peer accounts from being 
closed or frozen without notice or jus-
tification. It prevents these apps from 

unfairly depriving consumers of funds 
that they need to be able to buy stuff. 
Three-quarters of all Americans have 
used these peer-to-peer apps, and mil-
lions of Americans have had the sad ex-
perience of getting ripped off on peer- 
to-peer payments apps like Venmo and 
Cash App and PayPal. 

Now, if you think that you are deal-
ing with a legitimate person on the 
other side and then the next thing you 
know your money is gone and you are 
left without any recourse, that is 
wrong, and it is even worse if it hap-
pens because a payment app isn’t meet-
ing its basic responsibilities of pre-
venting fraud on its own platform. The 
CFPB rule helps to protect those mil-
lions of Americans who use payment 
apps, making sure that both their per-
sonal data and their money are safe. 

This is a rule that is good for con-
sumers, but it is not good for billion-
aires, who have figured out how to 
make money by defrauding those con-
sumers. It is a very familiar story now. 
President Trump and the Republicans 
are on the side of the billionaires. They 
are acting to help out their pals Elon 
and Jeff and Mark. Hard-working peo-
ple who just want their payment apps 
to work and who don’t want to get 
cheated as part of the deal are the ones 
who will lose. 

Never mind that this is the Agency 
that works so hard for the little guy. 
Never mind that the CFPB has re-
turned more than $21 billion directly to 
American consumers who were cheat-
ed. Never mind that Elon Musk and 
Donald Trump are trying to kill this 
rule, and they are trying to kill the en-
tire Agency. 

Musk and Republicans in Congress 
are moving quickly to take the finan-
cial cop off the beat. They are hoping 
that people across this country won’t 
notice or that people are so distracted 
and overwhelmed by everything else 
that is going on that they won’t try to 
stop them. 

But your eyes are not fooling you. It 
is happening in plain sight. 

Ahead of Donald Trump’s speech to-
night at the Capitol, Republicans are 
voting to hurt millions of American 
consumers. Why? Just to protect Elon 
Musk’s business ventures from a finan-
cial cop on the beat who would make 
sure that he follows the law. 

I hope the American public is paying 
attention tonight. I hope my Repub-
lican colleagues are paying attention 
here in the Senate as well. It is not too 
late for them to reconsider this vote. 

Make no mistake, Elon Musk locked 
the CFPB’s staff out of the building to 
protect his own payment app boon-
doggle, and now he wants Congress to 
block this rule to legalize his boon-
doggle. 

And, next week, Republicans intend 
to mark up legislation that would clear 
the decks for Elon to issue xMoney as 
his own stablecoin without guardrails 
to protect consumers, to protect na-
tional security, or to protect the finan-
cial stability of our entire country. 

The line between right and wrong is 
clear. On one side, Senate Democrats 
are standing up for Americans who just 
don’t want to get cheated when they 
use a financial app, and on the other 
side, we have got con men, rip-off art-
ists, Elon Musk, and Big Tech billion-
aires. Which side will our Senate Re-
publicans choose? 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, fol-
lowing their election loss, the Biden- 
Harris administration rushed an elev-
enth-hour rule through the Federal 
Government to allow the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau to start reg-
ulating nonbank entities, specifically, 
around digital consumer payment sys-
tems. 

These payment systems are applica-
tions—think about it—like PayPal or 
Zelle. Consumers have widely had posi-
tive experiences with these payment 
systems. According to the CFPB’s own 
database, only about 1 percent of the 
1.3 million complaints last year in-
volved these payment systems. These 
payment system companies, actually, 
are already being regulated at the 
State or Federal level. In other words, 
this eleventh-hour regulation the 
Biden administration rushed through is 
pointless. The Biden-Harris rule is a 
regulation in search of a problem. It is 
a rule without a reason. Furthermore, 
the cost-benefit analysis that the 
CFPB did—an audit by the CFPB—said 
that it would only cost $25,000. Now, 
having come from the business sector 
myself, that probably is the first day of 
outside attorneys’ fees at $25,000. It is 
widely off the mark. 

This one-size-fits-all solution in 
search of a problem expands the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 
authority unnecessarily. In fact, I 
would argue that this is in a way that 
was unintended by Congress. The CFPB 
is supposed to be looking over the fi-
nancial services sector with regard to 
banking, not over these nonbank pay-
ment systems. 

The CFPB even failed to define the 
market they are seeking to supervise, 
much like how the Biden EPA and 
Obama before that tried to expand the 
EPA’s authority under the waters of 
the United States rule. This is an ex-
pansion of the CFPB’s authority that is 
beyond what we want to allow. 

I am proud to be able to lead the 
pushback with the Congressional Re-
view Act to stop this unnecessary rule. 
I am also honored to work with my fel-
low Nebraskan, Congressman MIKE 
FLOOD, who is leading the same effort 
over in the House. This is an oppor-
tunity for us to ease the regulatory 
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burden the previous administration put 
upon the American people. 

Thank you to Leader THUNE for 
bringing this resolution to the floor for 
a vote. 

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to 
vote yes to overturn and stop this un-
necessary rule that is expanding the 
authority of the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau unnecessarily and 
despite the intent of Congress. The 
CFPB’s overregulation of nonbank dig-
ital consumer payment applications 
should stop. We can do it here. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-

TIS). The Senator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, the decen-

tralized finance industry is in its in-
fancy. It is a new technology in the 
digital asset space which enables two 
individuals to exchange 
cryptocurrencies without a third party 
sitting in between them. Although that 
sounds straightforward, the technology 
holds potential for technological and 
financial innovation that we are just 
beginning to explore. In that sense, 
DeFi is a microcosm of the crypto rev-
olution, which is unleashing innova-
tion and economic growth and, indeed, 
personal liberty. 

I think of my home State of Texas 
when it comes to cryptocurrencies. 
Texas is becoming an oasis for Bitcoin 
and for cryptocurrency worldwide. In 
Texas, we have abundant, low-cost en-
ergy, and as the energy capital of the 
world, Texas has both the expertise and 
the ethos of Texas. 

The Lone Star State was founded by 
a bunch of wildcatters who were guys 
with fourth grade educations who 
began drilling holes in the ground. One 
after the other, they became the rich-
est men on Earth. That is Texas, the 
spirit of Texas, and that is the spirit of 
crypto as well. 

So what is the rule that Congress is 
in the process of repealing? At its core, 
DeFi was designed to allow individuals 
to freely buy, sell, and exchange digital 
assets without reliance on third-party 
intermediaries. It is ironic, therefore, 
that in the final hours of the Biden ad-
ministration, the IRS finalized a new 
rule attacking America’s 
cryptocurrency industry and more spe-
cifically DeFi. 

Under the gross proceeds reporting 
by brokers that regularly provide serv-
ices effectuating digital asset sales— 
that is a mouthful—the Biden adminis-
tration expanded the definition of 
‘‘broker’’ to include the software devel-
opers who create DeFi software, proto-
cols, technology, and so on. They de-
fine ‘‘coders’’—computer program-
mers—as ‘‘brokers.’’ 

The IRS rule is untenable on its face. 
These software developers—they never 
touch any of the cryptocurrency being 
exchanged. DeFi interfaces are neutral 
technological tools, not financial inter-
mediaries. They do not facilitate trans-
actions. The Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act could not have been in-
tended for software developers to be 

classified as financial intermediaries 
for the simple reason that their soft-
ware never holds or controls user 
funds. 

In fact, the rule is not just ironic, 
but it is incoherent. The software these 
developers are creating is designed to 
facilitate crypto exchanges between 
two individuals without a third party 
in between. What we have here are 
software developers—not brokers—de-
veloping software to facilitate peer-to- 
peer exchanges without brokers. That 
is the entire point. 

If left in place, this rule would under-
mine innovation by turning developers 
into brokers and through reporting re-
quirements that are incredibly onerous 
for crypto startups to meet. Those de-
velopers would inevitably go overseas 
instead. 

If we were to allow this rule to stand, 
we would be handing China the oppor-
tunity to tighten its grip on the digital 
asset industry, stifling innovation, eco-
nomic freedom, and financial sov-
ereignty. 

In that sense, this issue isn’t just 
about crypto; it is about stopping un-
checked Federal overreach. The Fed-
eral Government can do a lot of dam-
age to crypto if the government screws 
it up. 

The requirements, in turn, would 
risk the privacy of millions of Ameri-
cans because software developers would 
be required to collect personal infor-
mation and pass it on to the IRS. 

Just for emphasis, this rule would 
compel DeFi developers—people who 
are creating cutting-edge technology 
to enhance the privacy of Americans— 
to collect, to store, and to report the 
personal identifying information of 
tens of millions of Americans and then 
hand it over to the IRS—an Agency 
with a long and well-documented his-
tory of mishandling sensitive taxpayer 
information. 

These are serious privacy and sur-
veillance risks. The IRS has already 
proven to the American people that it 
cannot be trusted, and it has already 
demonstrated its reckless disregard for 
privacy. Just last year, a former IRS 
contractor was sentenced to 5 years in 
prison for disclosing thousands of tax 
returns and return information for 
high-ranking government officials and 
related entities and individuals. These 
private taxpayer files were stolen and 
subsequently leaked to the press. 

Indeed, DeFi is a powerful technology 
precisely because it undermines bu-
reaucrat control over American citi-
zens. The foundation of financial free-
dom is the right to engage in financial 
transactions without unnecessary gov-
ernment interference. The American 
people should be free to spend their 
money the way they see fit. 

Far too often, we are increasingly 
seeing and hearing the opposite: 
threats to individual freedom, enforced 
through financial control. Banks are 
denying services to Americans because 
of their political beliefs or their line of 
work. We saw it first under Obama 

with Operation Choke Point, and we 
saw it again, tragically, under the 
Biden administration. 

These actions aren’t just abuses of 
power; they strike at the very founda-
tion of a free society. 

DeFi isn’t controlled by Washington 
bureaucrats. Indeed, by design, it can’t 
be. That is one of the many things I 
love about it. DeFi’s noncustodial tech-
nology lets citizens hold and spend 
their own money, securely, without 
needing permission from some govern-
ment-backed institution. 

It is no wonder the Chinese Com-
munist Party hates crypto in general 
and DeFi in particular. China has al-
ready banned cryptocurrency within 
its borders because it operates beyond 
government control, and central gov-
ernments hate that. And, of course, the 
Chinese Government is one of the most 
dystopian, authoritarian regimes in 
the world, and so they have made 
cryptocurrency transactions illegal be-
cause they view those transactions— 
they rightly view those transactions— 
as threats to their authoritarian 
power. 

So, yes, every time we create a new 
ecosystem using something like DeFi, 
that is an ecosystem insulated from 
China, and it is an ecosystem that 
China views as a threat. That is ex-
actly why we must ensure that Ameri-
cans have access to this technology. 
We should make sure it thrives right 
here in the United States. 

There has been a lot of talk on both 
sides of the aisle about supporting 
cryptocurrency. We now have an oppor-
tunity to deliver results for the Amer-
ican people. Earlier this afternoon, we 
cast the initial vote on moving to pro-
ceed to the CRA to repeal this rule. I 
have to say, I was incredibly heartened 
that 70 Senators voted together in sup-
port of my legislation, and 18 Demo-
cratic Senators crossed the aisle and 
voted in support of repealing this ridic-
ulous and abusive rule. 

That is a powerful statement. It is a 
powerful statement to bitcoin and 
crypto that Congress is not going to let 
Washington crush the innovation that 
is driving so much prosperity. I thank 
the 18 Democratic Senators who 
crossed over, and on this final vote I 
urge even more: Come join us. 

I will say—it is an interesting note— 
if you look at the list of the Demo-
cratic Senators who voted with us, it is 
almost every single Democratic Sen-
ator under the age of 60. There is a 
clear delineating line, and I think 
there is a reason for that. 

Let’s stand on the side of innovation. 
Let’s stand on the side of jobs. Let’s 
stand on the side of prosperity. Let’s 
stand on the side of freedom. Let’s fos-
ter innovation, cut government over-
reach, and unleash the full potential of 
the American economy. Let’s rescind 
this rule, and let’s unleash the future. 

Mr. President, I yield back all time 
on Calendar No. 11, S.J. Res. 3. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back. 
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The clerk will read the title of the 

joint resolution for the third time. 
The joint resolution was ordered to 

be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

VOTE ON S.J. RES. 3 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 

resolution having been read the third 
time, the question is, Shall the joint 
resolution pass? 

Mr. CRUZ. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE) 
and the Senator from Wyoming (Ms. 
LUMMIS). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) 
is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 70, 
nays 27, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 102 Leg.] 
YEAS—70 

Alsobrooks 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Booker 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kim 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Luján 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Warner 
Warnock 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—27 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Hassan 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Klobuchar 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 

Reed 
Sanders 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Justice Lummis Slotkin 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 3) was 
passed as follows: 

S.J. RES. 3 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Internal 
Revenue Service relating to ‘‘Gross Proceeds 
Reporting by Brokers That Regularly Pro-
vide Services Effectuating Digital Asset 
Sales’’ (89 Fed. Reg. 106928 (December 30, 
2024)), and such rule shall have no force or ef-
fect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 25. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Troy Edgar, of 
California, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 25, Troy 
Edgar, of California, to be Deputy Secretary 
of Homeland Security. 

John Thune, Roger Marshall, Tommy 
Tuberville, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Tim 
Sheehy, Katie Britt, Pete Ricketts, 
Tom Cotton, Kevin Cramer, John Bar-
rasso, James Lankford, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Jon Husted, Markwayne 
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Roger F. 
Wicker, Bernie Moreno. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 29. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Lori Chavez- 
DeRemer, of Oregon, to be Secretary of 
Labor. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 29, Lori 
Chavez-DeRemer, of Oregon, to be Secretary 
of Labor. 

John Thune, Markwayne Mullin, Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, John Barrasso, Mike Lee, 
Katie Britt, Mike Crapo, Bill Hagerty, 
Steve Daines, Jim Banks, Eric 
Schmitt, Tommy Tuberville, Chuck 
Grassley, Ashley B. Moody, Roger Mar-
shall, John R. Curtis, Bernie Moreno. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

HALT ALL LETHAL TRAFFICKING 
OF FENTANYL ACT—Motion To 
Proceed 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 18, S. 331. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 18, S. 
331, a bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act with respect to the scheduling of 
fentanyl-related substances, and for other 
purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 18, S. 331, a 
bill to amend the Controlled Substances Act 
with respect to the scheduling of fentanyl-re-
lated substances, and for other purposes. 

John Thune, Roger Marshall, Tommy 
Tuberville, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Tim 
Sheehy, Katie Britt, Tom Cotton, Pete 
Ricketts, Kevin Cramer, John Bar-
rasso, James Lankford, Rick Scott of 
Florida, Jon Husted, Markwayne 
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Roger F. 
Wicker, Bernie Moreno. 

f 

DISAPPROVING THE RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE BUREAU OF 
CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTEC-
TION RELATING TO ‘‘DEFINING 
LARGER PARTICIPANTS OF A 
MARKET FOR GENERAL-USE DIG-
ITAL CONSUMER PAYMENT AP-
PLICATIONS’’—Motion To Proceed 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 20, S.J. Res. 28. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1489 March 4, 2025 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 20, S. J. 

Res 28, a joint resolution disapproving the 
rule submitted by the Bureau of Consumer 
Financial Protection relating to ‘‘Defining 
Larger Participants of a Market for General- 
Use Digital Consumer Payment Applica-
tions’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from West Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE) 
and the Senator from Wyoming (Ms. 
LUMMIS). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) 
is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 103 Leg.] 

YEAS—50 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—47 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Hawley 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Justice Lummis Slotkin 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

DISAPPROVING THE RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE BUREAU OF 
CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTEC-
TION RELATING TO ‘‘DEFINING 
LARGER PARTICIPANTS OF A 
MARKET FOR GENERAL-USE DIG-
ITAL CONSUMER PAYMENT AP-
PLICATIONS’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 28) dis-
approving the rule submitted by the Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection relating 
to ‘‘Defining Larger Participants of a Mar-
ket for General-Use Digital Consumer Pay-
ment Applications’’. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF THE 
SENATE NATO OBSERVER GROUP 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, for the 
119th Congress, I ask that the Repub-
lican cochair of the Senate NATO Ob-
server Group be Senator TILLIS, and, at 
his recommendation, the following Re-
publican Senators participate in the 
group: Senators ROUNDS, BARRASSO, 
ERNST, MORAN, SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, and CURTIS. 

f 

PROBATION ACT OF 1925 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, today, 
Tuesday March 4, is the 100th anniver-
sary of the Probation Act of 1925. The 
act created our Nation’s Federal proba-
tion system and, for the first time, au-
thorized Federal judges to impose a 
sentence of probation as an alternative 
to incarceration. Alternatives to incar-
ceration like probation facilitate the 
fair administration of justice, enhance 
public safety, and positively impact 
the lives of individuals who become in-
volved with the Federal courts. Our 
Nation’s probation officers and staff do 
deeply difficult and too-often 
unheralded work that plays a critical 
role in the functioning of our criminal 
justice system, and I am committed to 
doing what I can in the U.S. Senate to 
support them in what they do. I firmly 
believe that we owe them a debt of 
gratitude for their service, and I am es-
pecially grateful for the incredible 
work of Delaware’s probation officers 
and staff working to make Delaware 
safer every day. 

f 

USAID 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, every 
President of the United States has a 
right to review and realign programs 
funded by Congress, but only if the 
President acts in a way that complies 
with the law. 

In the past 5 weeks, President 
Trump, Elon Musk, and Secretary of 
State Rubio have done away with even 
the pretense that they are conducting 
a review of programs administered by 
the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment. It is not a review, and it 
never was. It is the destruction of an 
entire Agency. 

If it was, in fact, an honest review, I 
would support it. We should be looking 
for ways to maximize the results we 
get from spending taxpayer funds 
across the Federal Government. 

If this was an honest review, they 
would not have announced the closure 

of USAID and put virtually the entire 
domestic staff on leave. The Trump ad-
ministration cut off their communica-
tion with the global workforce and re-
quired staff who were temporarily rein-
stated by court order to work remotely 
because they were locked out of the— 
now former—headquarters. 

If this was an honest review, the 
Trump administration would not have 
recalled 95 percent of USAID’s global 
workforce after cutting off their email 
access without warning and putting 
their security at risk, while those staff 
were waiting for instructions to con-
duct the so-called ‘‘review.’’ 

They would not have, prior to any re-
view, forced American businesses and 
nongovernmental organizations to lay 
off thousands of workers by illegally 
withholding funds previously appro-
priated for USAID programs. 

USAID supports programs that serve 
U.S. national interests overseas, but it 
is farmers here in America who grow 
the corn, wheat, beans, and peanuts. It 
is dairy farmers in Vermont who 
produce the powdered milk that USAID 
uses to feed millions of hungry children 
in Africa, Central America, and Asia. 

It is American companies that manu-
facture the generators, water pumps, 
trucks, and computers for USAID’s 
programs, and American workers—in 
blue States and red States—that imple-
ment those programs. 

Thanks to Elon Musk—an unelected 
billionaire—those American farmers 
and companies have lost their business 
with USAID, and the workers are los-
ing their jobs. 

If the administration was serious 
about rooting out wasteful spending, 
they would not have stopped programs 
in countries like Somalia where USAID 
is a key partner in counterterrorism ef-
forts with the U.S. military. 

They would not have shut down the 
Famine Early Warning System, risking 
medicines and American-grown food 
aid to spoil in the supply chain. 

They would not have put more than a 
half dozen USAID lawyers on leave, in-
cluding its ethics lawyers. 

They would not delay payment of in-
voices for work already completed on 
behalf of the U.S. Government, incur-
ring needless fees for violating the 
Prompt Payment Act. 

If this were truly about preventing 
waste, fraud, and abuse, if this were 
truly about rooting out corruption, 
they would not empty U.S. Embassies, 
leaving virtually no one trained in fi-
nancial management and oversight. 

If there were any truth to their hy-
perbolic claims of corruption, for 
which they have offered no credible 
evidence, they should have asked the 
USAID Inspector General to inves-
tigate, rather than fire him without 
cause. 

And if they actually did discover pro-
grams they don’t support, they could 
have reprogramed the funds consistent 
with congressional requirements and 
past practice. They also could have 
asked Congress to change the law. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1490 March 4, 2025 
What is taking place right now is not 

about conducting a review, policy re-
alignment, or addressing waste, fraud, 
and abuse. The administration instead 
has made every one of those goals im-
possible to achieve. 

President Trump, who claims a man-
date but who won by the narrowest of 
margins, does not have a mandate to il-
legally destroy Federal Agencies and 
the careers of thousands of dedicated 
Federal employees. He does not have a 
mandate to break the law. 

But President Trump and Secretary 
Rubio are forging ahead, using Elon 
Musk to provide cover through lies and 
misinformation on the social media 
platform he bought and broke. 

They highlight select examples of 
programs they deem wasteful which 
amount to a fraction of a penny of the 
foreign aid budget—some of which 
began under the first Trump adminis-
tration—and they make baseless 
claims of fraud and insubordination, 
blaming anyone else but themselves for 
the chaos they are causing. 

And while they say they favor trans-
parency, they are doing this after tak-
ing USAID’s website down with all its 
previously publicly available reports 
and data. Congress, the media, and the 
public are in the dark about what they 
are doing. 

We don’t know which congressional 
spending directives they are violating 
when they say they have terminated $1 
billion in programs. It could impact 
every single state. 

We don’t know how many HIV/AIDS 
patients have become sick because the 
administration cut off funding for 
treatment or how many children are 
sick with malaria or other preventable 
causes or how many malnourished 
women and children have no emer-
gency food rations because the funding 
was stopped. We don’t know how many 
thousands of girls can no longer go to 
school in countries where they are tra-
ditionally denied access to education 
because the funding was frozen. We 
don’t know how many organizations 
working to stop sex trafficking, child 
labor, and gang violence are no longer 
functioning because the funding was 
cut off. We don’t know how many 
deminers we have trained and equipped 
to locate and destroy unexploded mines 
and bombs in Vietnam, Laos, Lebanon, 
and Ukraine are no longer working be-
cause the funding was stopped. 

But before long, we will know, and 
our constituents will know. And they 
will know that this administration is 
responsible for the chaos and life and 
death impacts that are reverberating 
in the United States and around the 
world. 

How does cutting off infectious dis-
ease surveillance and treatment during 
outbreaks of Ebola, bird flu, and the 
deadly hemorrhagic Marburg virus dis-
ease make Americans safer? It doesn’t. 
How does abandoning our allies and 
partners and ceding ground to Russia 
and China and to ISIS and other ter-
rorist organizations make America 

stronger? It doesn’t. How does cutting 
off funding for joint USAID–DOD pro-
grams with Vietnam, on the 30th anni-
versary of the normalization of rela-
tions with that former enemy, which is 
now a Comprehensive Strategic Part-
ner, advance U.S. national security? It 
doesn’t. 

Anyone can see that Moscow is cele-
brating these reckless actions, while 
Beijing plots how to fill the void to ad-
vance China’s interests. 

This wholesale, thoughtless, and ille-
gal destruction of USAID is playing 
out across the government. DOGE has 
told the U.S. African Development 
Foundation and the Inter-American 
Foundation, agencies established and 
funded with direct appropriations by 
Congress, that their budgets are being 
slashed. 

Elon Musk doesn’t know and doesn’t 
care why Congress established these 
Agencies, what they do, or the positive 
impact they are having on the lives of 
millions of people. To Musk and his 
DOGE agents, the law be damned. Con-
gress be damned. The American people 
be damned. The world be damned. 

The precedent being set by these ille-
gal actions is a lasting threat to the 
American people, to our global leader-
ship, our national security, our reputa-
tion around the world, and to the 
checks and balances that are the foun-
dation of our democracy. 

Vermonters are outraged by what is 
happening. Dozens have already lost 
their jobs. They want the United 
States to be a leader for good in the 
world. They care about the image of 
the United States as the world’s oldest 
democracy. They are smart enough to 
know that abandoning friends and al-
lies is how you lose friends and allies. 

The destruction of USAID and these 
other Agencies will reverberate around 
the world and cause lasting damage. I 
urge Secretary Rubio, senior Pentagon 
officials who know the invaluable role 
that USAID plays in preventing con-
flict, and my Republican colleagues 
who in the past have supported USAID, 
the Inter-American Foundation, and 
the U.S. African Development Founda-
tion, to stop this. 

Because if the Congress, especially 
my friends in the majority party, allow 
this to happen, people will soon realize 
that it wasn’t China or Russia that did 
this; we did it to ourselves. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RIYA MYNENI 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 

would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Riya for 
her hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office, 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Riya is a native of Virginia. She is 
currently a junior at Madeira School in 
McLean, VA. She has demonstrated a 
strong work ethic, which has made her 
an invaluable asset to our office. The 
quality of her work is reflected in her 
great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Riya for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her journey. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT DE-
LIVERED TO A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS ON MARCH 4, 2025— 
PM 12 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States which was ordered to lie on the 
table: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Speaker JOHNSON, Vice President 

VANCE, the First Lady of the United 
States, members of the United States 
Congress, and my fellow citizens: 

America is back! Six weeks ago, I 
stood beneath the dome of this Capitol 
and proclaimed the dawn of the Golden 
Age of America. From that moment on, 
it has been nothing but swift and unre-
lenting action to usher in the greatest 
and most successful era in the history 
of our country. 

We have accomplished more in 43 
days than most administrations ac-
complish in 4 years or 8 years—and we 
are just getting started. 

I return to this chamber tonight to 
report that America’s MOMENTUM is 
back. Our SPIRIT is back. Our pride is 
back. Our confidence is back. And the 
American Dream is surging—bigger 
and better than ever before. The Amer-
ican Dream is unstoppable, and our 
country is on the verge of a comeback 
the likes of which the world has never 
witnessed, and perhaps will never wit-
ness again. 

The presidential election of Novem-
ber 5th was a mandate like has not 
been seen in many decades. We won all 
7 swing states, giving us an Electoral 
College victory of 312 votes. We won 
the popular vote by millions, and won 
counties in our country 2,700 to 525—on 
a map it reads almost completely red 
for Republican. 

Now, for the first time in modern his-
tory, more Americans believe that our 
country is headed in the right direction 
than the wrong direction—an aston-
ishing record 27-point swing since Elec-
tion Day alone. Likewise, small busi-
ness optimism saw its single largest 
one-month gain ever recorded—a 41- 
point jump. 

Over the past 6 weeks, I have signed 
nearly 100 Executive Orders and taken 
more than 400 Executive Actions to re-
store common sense, safety, optimism, 
and wealth all across our wonderful 
land. The People elected me to do the 
job, and I am doing it. In fact, it has 
been stated by many that the first 
month of our presidency is the most 
successful in the history of our nation. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1491 March 4, 2025 
What makes it even more impressive is 
that number two on the list is the late, 
great George Washington. 

Within hours of taking the oath of of-
fice, I declared a National Emergency 
on our Southern Border, and I deployed 
the U.S. Military and Border Patrol to 
repel the invasion of our country. As a 
result, illegal border crossings last 
month were by far the lowest ever re-
corded! They heard my words, and they 
chose not to come. In comparison, 
under Joe Biden, the worst president in 
American History, there were hundreds 
of thousands of illegals crossing a 
month, and virtually ALL of them, in-
cluding murderers, drug dealers, gang 
members, and people from mental in-
stitutions and insane asylums were re-
leased into our Country. 

This is my fifth such speech to Con-
gress—and once again, I look at the 
Democrats in front of me, and I realize 
that there is absolutely nothing I can 
say to make them happy, or to make 
them stand, smile, or applaud. I could 
find a cure to the most devastating dis-
ease, a disease that would wipe out en-
tire nations, or announce the answers 
to the greatest economy in history, or 
the stoppage of crime to the lowest lev-
els ever recorded, and these people sit-
ting right here will not clap, will not 
stand, and certainly will not cheer for 
these astronomical achievements. It’s 
very sad, and it shouldn’t be this way. 
Democrats sitting before me, for just 
this one night, why not join us in cele-
brating so many incredible wins for 
America? And for the good of our na-
tion, let’s work together, and truly 
Make America Great Again! 

Every day, my administration is 
fighting to deliver the change America 
needs, and the future Americans de-
serve. This is a time for big dreams, 
and bold action. 

Upon taking office, I imposed an im-
mediate freeze on all Federa1 hiring, a 
freeze on all new Federal regulations, 
and a freeze on all foreign aid. 

I terminated the ridiculous Green 
New Scam, I withdrew from the unfair 
Paris Climate Accord, I withdrew from 
the corrupt World Health Organization, 
and I withdrew from the anti-American 
U.N. Human Rights Council. We ended 
all of Biden’s environmental restric-
tions that were making our country far 
less safe, and totally unaffordable. And 
importantly, we ended the last admin-
istration’s insane Electric Vehicle 
Mandate, saving our autoworkers and 
companies from economic ruination. 

To unshackle our economy, I have di-
rected that for every 1 new regulation, 
10 old regulations must be eliminated, 
just like I did in my very successful 
first term, when we set records on end-
ing unnecessary rules and regulations. 

We ordered all Federal workers to re-
turn to the office—they will either 
show up for work, in person, or be re-
moved from their job. 

We have ended weaponized govern-
ment, where as an example, a sitting 
president is allowed to viciously pros-
ecute his political opponent—how did 

that work out? And I have stopped all 
government censorship, and brought 
back free speech in America. 

I also signed an order making 
English the official language of the 
United States. 

I renamed the Gulf of Mexico the 
Gulf of America, and we are restoring 
the name of a great president, William 
McKinley, to Mount McKinley in beau-
tiful Alaska. 

We have ended the tyranny of so- 
called ‘‘Diversity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion’’ policies across the entire Federal 
government and private sector. Our 
country will be ‘‘woke’’ no longer. We 
believe that whether you are a doctor, 
an accountant, a lawyer, or an air traf-
fic controller, you should be hired and 
promoted based on skill and com-
petence, not race or gender. You should 
be hired based on merit—and the Su-
preme Court, in a brave and very pow-
erful decision, has allowed us to do so. 

We have removed the poison of Crit-
ical Race Theory from our public 
schools. And I signed an order making 
it the official policy of the United 
States Government that there are only 
two genders, male and female. 

I also signed an Executive Order to 
ban men from women’s sports. 3 years 
ago, Payton McNabb was an all-star 
high school athlete preparing for a fu-
ture in college sports. But when her 
girls’ volleyball match was invaded by 
a male, he smashed the ball in 
Payton’s face, causing traumatic brain 
injury, partially paralyzing her right 
side, and ending her athletic career. 
Payton is here tonight in the gallery— 
and Payton, from now on, schools will 
kick the men off the girls’ teams, or 
they will lose all Federal funding. And 
if you really want to see numbers, just 
take a look at what happened in wom-
en’s boxing, weight lifting, track and 
field, swimming, or cycling, where a 
male recently finished a long-distance 
race 5 hours and 14 minutes ahead of 
the women. It’s demeaning for women, 
and it’s bad for our country. 

What I have just described is only a 
small fraction of the Common-Sense 
revolution that is now, because of us, 
sweeping the world. Common Sense has 
become a Common Theme—and we will 
never go back. 

Among my very highest priorities is 
to rescue our economy and get dra-
matic and immediate relief to working 
families. As you know, we inherited, 
from the last administration, an eco-
nomic catastrophe and an inflation 
nightmare. Their policies drove up en-
ergy prices, pushed up the cost of gro-
ceries, and drove the necessities of life 
out of reach for millions of Americans. 
We suffered the worst inflation in 48 
years, but perhaps even in the history 
of our country. As President, I am 
fighting every day to reverse this dam-
age and Make America affordable 
Again. 

Joe Biden especially let the price of 
eggs get out of control—and we are 
working hard to get it back down. 

A major focus of our fight to defeat 
inflation is rapidly reducing the cost of 

energy. The previous administration 
cut the number of new oil and gas 
leases by 95%, slowed pipeline con-
struction to a halt, and closed more 
than 100 power plants. We have never 
seen anything like it . 

That is why on my first day in office, 
I declared a National Energy Emer-
gency. 

We have more liquid gold under our 
feet than any nation on earth, by far, 
and I have fully authorized a very pow-
erful program. It’s called Drill, Baby, 
Drill. 

My administration is also working on 
a gigantic natural gas pipeline in Alas-
ka, among the largest in the world, 
where Japan, South Korea, and other 
nations want to be our partner—with 
trillions of dollars being spent by 
them. It will truly be spectacular. 

Later this week, I will also take his-
toric action to dramatically expand 
production of critical minerals and 
rare earths here in USA. 

To further quench the fires of infla-
tion, we will not only be reducing the 
cost of energy, but will be ending the 
flagrant waste of taxpayer dollars. To 
that end, I have created the brand-new 
Department of Government Effi-
ciency—headed by Elon Musk, who is 
in the gallery tonight. 

Just listen to some of the appalling 
waste we have already identified: $22 
billion dollars from H.H.S. to provide 
free housing and cars for illegal aliens. 
$45 million dollars for Diversity Eq-
uity, and Inclusion (DEI) scholarships 
in Burma. $40 million dollars to im-
prove the ‘‘social and economic inclu-
sion of sedentary migrants.’’ $8 million 
dollars to promote ‘‘L.G.B.T.Q.I. Plus’’ 
in the African nation of Lesotho, which 
nobody ever heard of. $60 million dol-
lars for Indigenous Peoples and Afro- 
Colombian Empowerment in Central 
America. $8 million dollars for making 
mice transgender. $32 million dollars 
for a left-wing propaganda operation in 
Moldova. $10 million dollars for male 
circumcision in Mozambique. $20 mil-
lion dollars for the Arab Sesame Street 
programming in the Middle East. $1.9 
billion dollars to a recently-created 
‘‘decarbonization of homes’’ committee 
of Stacey Abrams. A $3.5 million dollar 
consulting contract for ‘‘larval fish 
monitoring.’’ $1.5 million dollars for 
‘‘voter confidence’’ in Liberia. $14 mil-
lion dollars for ‘‘social cohesion’’ in 
Mali. $59 million dollars for illegal 
alien hotel rooms in New York City. 
$250,000 to increase ‘‘Vegan Local Cli-
mate Action Innovation’’ in Zambia. 
$42 million dollars for ‘‘social and be-
havior change’’ in Uganda. $14 million 
dollars for ‘‘improving public procure-
ment’’ in Serbia. $47 million dollars for 
‘‘improving learning outcomes in 
Asia.’’ And $101 million dollars for DEI 
contracts at the Department of Edu-
cation. 

Under the Trump Administration, all 
of these scams, and many more, have 
been found out, exposed, and swiftly 
terminated. We have taken back the 
money, and reduced our debt to fight 
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inflation. This is just the beginning— 
the Government Accountability Office 
has estimated annual fraud of over $500 
billion dollars, and we are going to stop 
it. When people criticize us, they never 
talk about where the money is going 
to, they only claim it’s supposedly a 
violation of the Constitution, which 
it’s not. But they don’t mean that, 
they don’t care about our Constitution. 
They only care about the money. The 
whole thing is a scam. 

We are also identifying shocking lev-
els of incompetence and probable fraud 
in the Social Security program our 
seniors rely on. Believe it or not, Gov-
ernment databases list 4.7 million So-
cial Security numbers from people 
aged 100 to 109 years old, 3.6 million 
from ages 110 to 119. 3.47 million from 
ages 120 to 129. 3.9 million from ages 130 
to 139. 3.5 million from ages 140 to 149. 
1.3 million from ages 150 to 159. And 
over 130,000 over age 160. Including 1,039 
people between the ages of 220 to 229. 
One person between the age of 240 to 
249. And one person at 360 years of age. 

By slashing all of the fraud, waste, 
and theft we can find, we will defeat in-
flation, bring down mortgage rates, 
lower car payments and grocery prices, 
protect our seniors, and put more 
money in the pockets of American fam-
ilies. And in the near future, I want to 
do what has not been done in 24 years: 
balance the Federal budget. 

With that goal in mind, we have de-
veloped in great detail what we are 
calling the Gold Card, which goes on 
sale very soon. For $5 million dollars, 
we will allow the most successful, job- 
creating people from all over the world 
to buy a path to U.S. citizenship. So 
while we take out the criminals, kill-
ers, traffickers, and child predators, 
who were allowed to enter our country 
under the open border policy of the 
Biden Administration, we will now 
bring in brilliant, hardworking, job- 
creating people. 

Americans have given us a mandate 
for bold and profound change. For near-
ly 100 years, the Federal bureaucracy 
has grown until it has crushed our free-
doms, ballooned our deficits, and held 
back America’s potential in every pos-
sible way. The nation founded by pio-
neers and risk-takers now drowns 
under millions of pages of regulations 
and debt. Approvals that should take 10 
days instead take 10 years. Meanwhile, 
we have hundreds of thousands of Fed-
eral Workers who have not been show-
ing up to work. My Administration will 
reclaim power from this unaccountable 
bureaucracy, and we will restore true 
democracy to America again. Any Fed-
eral bureaucrat who resists this change 
will be removed from office. We are 
draining the swamp. The days of rule 
by unelected bureaucrats are over. 

The next phase of our plan to deliver 
the greatest economy in history is for 
this Congress to pass tax cuts for ev-
erybody. We are seeking permanent in-
come tax cuts across the board. And to 
get urgently needed relief to Ameri-
cans hit especially hard by inflation, I 

am calling for no tax on tips. No tax on 
overtime. And no tax on Social Secu-
rity benefits for our great seniors. I 
also want to make interest payments 
on car loans tax deductible—but only if 
the car is made in America. That, 
along with our other policies, will 
allow our auto industry to boom. In 
fact, already, numerous car companies 
have announced that they will be 
building massive automobile plants in 
America, with Honda just announcing 
a new plant in Indiana, one of the larg-
est in the world. This has taken place 
since our great Election victory on No-
vember 5th, a date which will hopefully 
go down as one of the most important 
in the history of our country. 

In addition, as part of our tax cuts, 
we want to cut taxes on domestic pro-
duction and manufacturing. This will 
reward businesses that build in Amer-
ica, hire American workers, and stamp 
their products with those beautiful 
words, Made in the USA. And just as 
we did before, we will provide 100% ex-
pensing—it will be retroactive to Janu-
ary 20th, 2025, and it was one of the rea-
sons why our tax cuts were so success-
ful in the first term. 

If you don’t make your product in 
America, however, under the Trump 
Administration, you will pay a TAR-
IFF, and in some cases, a rather large 
one. Other countries have used tariffs 
against us for decades, now it is our 
turn to start using them against those 
other countries. On average, the EU, 
China, Brazil, India, and countless 
other nations charge us tariffs many 
times higher than ours. India charges 
us auto tariffs higher than 100%. Chi-
na’s average tariff on our products is 
twice what we charge them, and South 
Korea’s average tariff is 4 times higher. 
This system is not fair to the United 
States, and never was, so on April 2nd, 
reciprocal tariffs kick in. 

Whatever they tariff us, we tariff 
them. Whatever they tax us, we tax 
them. If they do non-monetary tariffs 
to keep us out of their market, then we 
do non-monetary barriers to keep them 
out of our market. We will take in tril-
lions of dollars, and create jobs like we 
have never seen before. We have been 
ripped off for decades by nearly every 
country on earth, both friend and foe 
alike. We are not going to allow that to 
happen anymore. Much has been said 
about Mexico and Canada, but we have 
large deficits with them. They are in 
effect receiving subsidies of hundreds 
of billions of dollars, and the United 
States will not be doing that any 
longer. 

Thanks to the America First policies 
we are putting into place, we have had 
$1.7 trillion dollars of new investment 
in America in the past few weeks: 
SoftBank announced $200 billion, 
OpenAI and Oracle announced $500 bil-
lion, Apple announced $500 billion, and 
just yesterday, Taiwan Semiconductor, 
the biggest in the world by far, an-
nounced $165 billion dollars to build the 
most powerful chips on earth, right 
here in the USA. 

Our new trade policy will also be 
great for the American farmer—who 
will now be selling into our home mar-
ket, because nobody is going to be able 
to compete with you. Tariffs will go on 
agricultural product coming into 
America on April 2nd. Have fun farm-
ers, I love you too! And I have also im-
posed a 25% tariff on foreign alu-
minum, copper, lumber, and steel—be-
cause if we don’t have steel, and lots of 
other things, we don’t have a military, 
and frankly, we don’t have a country. 

Here today is a proud American 
steelworker from Decatur, Alabama. 
Jeff Denard has been working at the 
same steel plant for 27 years, in a job 
that has allowed him to serve as the 
captain of his local volunteer fire de-
partment, raise 7 children with his wife 
Nicole, and over the years, provide a 
loving home to more than 40 foster 
children. 

Stories like Jeff’s remind us that tar-
iffs are not just about protecting 
American jobs—they’re about pro-
tecting the soul of our country. Tariffs 
are about Making America rich again 
and Making America Great Again. Jeff, 
thank you. 

I also want to recognize another per-
son who has devoted herself to the fos-
ter care community—our magnificent 
First Lady. Melania’s work has yielded 
incredible results, helping prepare our 
nation’s future leaders as they enter 
the workforce. Our First Lady is joined 
by two impressive young women: Haley 
Ferguson, who benefitted from the 
First Lady’s Fostering the Future Ini-
tiative, and is poised to complete her 
education and become a teacher; and 
Elliston Berry, who became a victim of 
an illicit Deepfake image produced by 
a peer. With Elliston’s help, the Senate 
just passed the ‘‘Take it Down Act,’’ to 
criminalize the publication of such im-
ages online—and once it passes the 
House, I look forward to signing that 
bill into law. 

But if we truly care about protecting 
America’s children, no step is more 
crucial than securing America’s bor-
ders. Over the past 4 years, 21 million 
people poured into the United States— 
many of them were murderers, drug 
dealers, gang members, and other 
criminals from the streets of dangerous 
cities all throughout the world. Be-
cause of Joe Biden’s insane and very 
dangerous open border policies, they 
are now strongly embedded in our 
country, but we are getting them out. 

Last year, a brilliant 22-year-old 
nursing student named Laken Riley, 
the best in her class, went out for a jog 
on the campus of the University of 
Georgia. That morning, Laken was vi-
ciously attacked, assaulted, beaten, 
brutalized, and horrifically murdered. 
Laken was stolen from us by a savage 
illegal alien gang member who was ar-
rested while trespassing across Biden’s 
open southern border, and then set 
loose into the United States under the 
heartless policies of that failed admin-
istration. He had then been arrested 
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and released in a Democrat-run Sanc-
tuary City, before ending the life of 
this beautiful angel. 

With us this evening are Laken’s be-
loved mother, Allyson, and her sister 
Lauren. Last year, I told Laken’s 
grieving parents that we would ensure 
their daughter would not have died in 
vain. That is why the very first bill I 
signed into law as our 47th president 
mandates the detention of all dan-
gerous criminal aliens who threaten 
public safety. It is called the Laken 
Riley Act. Allyson and Lauren, Amer-
ica will never, ever forget our beautiful 
Laken Hope Riley. 

Since taking office, my administra-
tion has launched the most sweeping 
border and immigration crackdown in 
American history—and we quickly 
achieved the lowest numbers of illegal 
border crossers ever recorded. 

The media and our friends in the 
Democrat Party kept saying we needed 
new legislation to secure the border— 
but it turned out that all we really 
needed was a new president. 

Joe Biden didn’t just open our bor-
ders, he flew illegal aliens over them to 
overwhelm our schools, hospitals, and 
communities throughout the country. 
Entire towns like Aurora, Colorado and 
Springfield, Ohio, buckled under the 
weight of the migrant occupation and 
corruption. Now, just as I promised in 
my inaugural address, we are achieving 
the Great Liberation of America. 

But there still is much work to be 
done. Here tonight is a woman I have 
gotten to know, Alexis Nungaray from 
Houston. Last June, Alexis’s 12-year- 
old daughter, her precious Jocelyn, 
walked to a nearby convenience store. 
She was kidnapped, tied up, assaulted 
for two hours under a bridge, and 
horrifically murdered. Arrested and 
charged with this heinous crime are 
two illegal alien monsters from Ven-
ezuela released into America by the 
last administration. 

The death of this beautiful 12-year- 
old girl and the agony of her mother 
and family touched our entire nation, 
greatly. Alexis, I promised you that we 
would always remember your daughter, 
and earlier tonight I signed an order 
keeping my word to you. One thing I 
have learned about Jocelyn is that she 
loved animals, and loved nature. 
Across Galveston Bay from where 
Jocelyn lived in Houston, you will find 
a National Wildlife Refuge—a pristine, 
peaceful 34,000-acre sanctuary for all 
God’s creatures on the edge of the Gulf 
of America. Alexis, moments ago, I for-
mally renamed that refuge in loving 
memory of your daughter, Jocelyn 
Nungaray. Mr. Vice President, please 
present the order. 

All three savages charged with 
Jocelyn and Laken’s murders were 
members of the Venezuelan prison gang 
known as Tren de Aragua. Two weeks 
ago, I officially designated this gang, 
along with MS–13 and the bloodthirsty 
Mexican drug cartels, as Foreign Ter-
rorist Organizations. They are now of-
ficially in the same category as ISIS. 

Countless thousands of these terrorists 
were welcomed into the U.S. by the 
last administration. But now, every 
last one will be rounded up and forcibly 
removed from our country. 

With us this evening is a warrior on 
the front lines of that battle: Border 
Patrol Agent Roberto Ortiz. In Janu-
ary, Roberto and another agent were 
patrolling by the Rio Grande near an 
area known as ‘‘cartel island,’’ when 
heavily armed gunmen started shoot-
ing. Roberto saw that his partner was 
totally exposed, and he leapt into ac-
tion, returning fire, and providing cru-
cial seconds for his fellow agent to 
seek safety. Agent Ortiz, we salute 
your courage in the line of fire. 

The territory to the immediate 
South of our border is now dominated 
entirely by criminal cartels that mur-
der, rape, torture, and exercise total 
control—posing a grave threat to our 
national security. The Cartels are wag-
ing war on America, and it is time for 
America to wage war on the cartels. 

5 nights ago, Mexican Authorities, 
because of the tariffs being imposed on 
them, handed over to us 29 of the big-
gest cartel leaders in their country—it 
has never happened before. But we need 
Mexico and Canada to do much more— 
they have to stop the fentanyl and 
drugs pouring into our country. 

I have sent Congress a detailed fund-
ing request laying out exactly how we 
will eliminate these threats, protect 
our Homeland, and complete the larg-
est deportation operation in American 
history, larger even than current 
recordholder Dwight D. Eisenhower—a 
moderate man but someone who be-
lieved very strongly in borders. Ameri-
cans expect Congress to send me this 
funding without delay, so I can sign it 
into law. 

As we reclaim our sovereignty, we 
must also bring back LAW and ORDER 
to our cities and towns. 

In recent years, our justice system 
has been turned upside down by Rad-
ical Left lunatics. Many jurisdictions 
virtually ceased enforcing the law 
against dangerous repeat offenders, 
while weaponizing law enforcement 
against political opponents, like me. 

My administration has acted swiftly 
and decisively to restore fair, equal, 
and impartial justice under the Con-
stitutional Rule of Law—starting at 
the FBI and DOJ. 

We are also once again giving our po-
lice officers the support, protection, 
and respect they so dearly deserve. 
This also includes our great fire de-
partments throughout the country, 
who are likewise under siege. 

One year ago this month, 31-year-old 
New York Police Officer Jonathan 
Diller was gunned down at a traffic 
stop on Long Island. The vicious crimi-
nal charged with his murder had 21 
prior arrests. The thug in the seat next 
to him had 14 prior arrests and went by 
the name ‘‘Killer.’’ I attended Officer 
Diller’s funeral, and met his one-year- 
old son Ryan and his 29-year-old widow 
Stephanie—and she is here tonight. 

Stephanie, we are going to make sure 
Ryan knows his dad was a Hero—and 
we are going to get these cold-blooded 
killers and repeat offenders off our 
streets, and fast. 

I have already signed an Executive 
Order requiring a mandatory death 
penalty for anyone who murders a po-
lice officer—and tonight I am asking 
Congress to pass that policy into per-
manent law. I am also asking for a new 
Crime Bill getting tough on repeat of-
fenders, while enhancing protections 
for America’s police officers—so they 
can do their jobs without fear of their 
lives being destroyed. 

Joining us in the Gallery tonight is a 
young man who truly loves our police. 
His name is D.J. Daniel, he is 13 years 
old, and he has always dreamed of be-
coming an officer. But in 2018, D.J. was 
diagnosed with brain cancer—the doc-
tors gave him 5 months to live. That 
was more than 6 years ago. Since that 
time, D.J. and his dad have been on a 
quest to make his dream come true. 
D.J. has been sworn in as an honorary 
law enforcement officer a number of 
times. And tonight, D.J., we’re going to 
do you the biggest honor of them all. I 
am asking our new Secret Service Di-
rector, Sean Curran, to officially make 
you an agent of the United States Se-
cret Service. Sean, please present D.J. 
with his badge. Thank you, D.J. 

D.J.’s doctors believe his cancer like-
ly came from a chemical he was ex-
posed to when he was younger. Since 
1975, rates of child cancer have in-
creased more than 40%. Reversing this 
trend is one of the top priorities for our 
new Presidential Commission to Make 
America Healthy Again, chaired by our 
new Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. Our 
goal is to get toxins out of our environ-
ment, poisons out of our food supply, 
and keep our children healthy and 
strong. As an example, not long ago, 1 
in ten thousand children had autism. 
Now it’s 1 in 36. Something is wrong, 
and we are going to find out what it is. 

My administration is also working to 
protect our children from toxic 
ideologies in our schools. A few years 
ago, January Littlejohn and her hus-
band discovered that their daughter’s 
school had secretly ‘‘socially 
transitioned’’ their 13-year-old girl. 
Teachers and administrators conspIred 
to deceive January and her husband, 
while encouraging her daughter to use 
a new name and ‘‘they/them’’ pro-
nouns—all without telling January, 
who is here tonight, and is now a cou-
rageous advocate against this child 
abuse. 

Stories like this are why shortly 
after taking office, I signed an Execu-
tive Order banning public schools from 
indoctrinating our children with 
transgender ideology. I also signed an 
order to cut off all taxpayer funding to 
any institution that engages in the 
sexual mutilation of our youth. 

Now, I want Congress to pass a bill 
permanently banning and criminal-
izing sex changes on children, and for-
ever ending the lie that any child is 
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trapped in the wrong body. Our mes-
sage to every child in America is that 
you are perfect exactly the way God 
made you. 

We are getting wokeness out of our 
schools—and also out of our military. 
Our service members won’t be activists 
and ideologues—they will be fighters 
and warriors. I am pleased to report 
that in January, the U.S. Army had its 
single best recruiting month in 15 
years—and all of our Armed Services 
are having among the best recruiting 
results in modern history. 

We are joined tonight by a young 
man, Jason Hartley, who knows the 
weight of that call of duty. Jason’s fa-
ther, grandfather, and great-grand-
father all wore the uniform. Jason 
tragically lost his dad, who was also a 
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Deputy, 
when he was just a boy, and now he 
wants to carry on the family legacy of 
service. Jason is a senior in high 
school, a 6-letter varsity athlete, a 
brilliant student with a 4.46 (GPA, and 
his greatest dream is to attend the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point. 
Jason, I am pleased to inform you that 
your application has been accepted,— 
you will soon be joining the Corps of 
Cadets and the proud ranks of the Long 
Gray Line. 

As Commander-in-Chief, my focus is 
on building the most powerful military 
of the future. As a first step, I am ask-
ing Congress to fund a state-of-the-art, 
Golden Dome Missile Defense shield to 
protect our homeland—all made in the 
USA. Ronald Reagan wanted to do it 
long ago, but the technology just 
wasn’t there. 

To boost our defense industrial base, 
we are also going to resurrect the 
American shipbuilding industry, in-
cluding commercial shipbuilding. For 
that purpose, I am announcing tonight 
that we will create a new Office of 
Shipbuilding in the White House, and 
offer special tax incentives to bring 
this industry home to America, where 
it belongs. 

To further enhance our national se-
curity, my administration will be re-
claiming the Panama Canal—and we’ve 
already started. Just today, a large 
American company announced they are 
buying both ports around the Panama 
Canal. The Canal was built by Ameri-
cans, for Americans, at tremendous 
cost of American blood and treasure— 
38,000 workers died building the canal, 
the most expensive project ever built 
in our country’s history. It was given 
away by the Carter administration for 
$1 dollar, but that agreement has since 
been severely violated. We didn’t give 
the Canal to China, we gave it to Pan-
ama, and we’re taking it back. 

I also have a message tonight for the 
incredible people of Greenland: we 
strongly support your right to deter-
mine your own future, and if you 
choose, we welcome you into the 
United States of America. We will keep 
you safe, we will make you rich, and 
together we will take Greenland to 
heights like you have never seen be-
fore. 

America is once again standing 
strong against the forces of Radical Is-
lamic Terrorism. Three and a half 
years ago, ISIS terrorists killed 13 
American servicemembers and count-
less others in the Abbey Gate bombing 
during the disastrous withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, perhaps the most embar-
rassing moment in the history of our 
country. Tonight, I am pleased to an-
nounce that we have just apprehended 
the top terrorist responsible for that 
atrocity, and he is right now on his 
way here to face the swift sword of 
American Justice. I want to thank the 
government of Pakistan for helping ar-
rest this monster. This is a momentous 
day for those 13 families whose chil-
dren were murdered, and the many so 
badly injured on that fateful day in Af-
ghanistan. I spoke to many of them 
today, and they are all in our hearts 
tonight. 

In the Middle East, we are bringing 
back our hostages from Gaza. In my 
first term, we achieved one of the most 
groundbreaking peace agreements in 
generations, the Abraham Accords— 
and now, we are going to build on that 
foundation to create a more peaceful 
and prosperous future for the entire re-
gion. 

I am also working tirelessly to end 
the savage conflict in Ukraine. Mil-
lions of Ukrainians and Russians have 
been needlessly killed or wounded in 
this horrific and brutal conflict, with 
no end in sight. The United States has 
sent hundreds of billions of dollars to 
support Ukraine’s defense. Meanwhile, 
Europe has sadly spent more money 
buying Russian oil and gas than they 
have spent on defending Ukraine—by 
far! And Biden has authorized more 
money in this fight than Europe has 
spent. Earlier today, I received an im-
portant letter from President Zelensky 
of Ukraine. The letter reads: ‘‘Ukraine 
is ready to come to the negotiating 
table as soon as possible to bring last-
ing peace closer. Nobody wants peace 
more than Ukrainians. My team and I 
stand ready to work under President 
Trump’s strong leadership to get a 
peace that lasts. We do really value 
how much America has done to help 
Ukraine maintain its sovereignty and 
independence. Regarding the agree-
ment on minerals and security, 
Ukraine is ready to sign it at any time 
and in any convenient format.’’ I ap-
preciate this letter. Simultaneously 
we’ve had serious discussions with Rus-
sia, and have received strong signals 
that they are ready for peace. It is 
time to stop this madness. It is time to 
halt the killing. And it is time to end 
this war. 

If you want to end wars, you have to 
talk to both sides. 

Nearly four years ago, amid rising 
tensions, a history teacher named Marc 
Fogel was detained in Russia and sen-
tenced to 14 years in a penal colony. 
The previous administration barely 
lifted a finger to help. But last sum-
mer, I promised his 95-year-old mother 
Malphine that we would bring her boy 

safely back home. After 22 days in of-
fice, I did just that—and they are here 
tonight. To Marc and his mom, we are 
delighted to have you safe and sound. 

As fate would have it, Marc Fogel 
was born in the small rural town of 
Butler, Pennsylvania, where his moth-
er has lived for the past 78 years. I just 
happened to go there last July 13th for 
a rally, and that is where I met his 
mom, right before I walked out on 
stage. I told her I would not forget her 
son, and I never did. 

Less than 10 minutes later at that 
same rally, gunfire rang out, and a sick 
and deranged assassin unloaded 8 bul-
lets from his sniper’s perch into a 
crowd of many thousands of people. My 
life was saved by a fraction of an inch, 
but some were not so lucky. 

Corey Comperatore was a firefighter, 
a veteran, a Christian, a husband, a de-
voted father, and above all, a pro-
tector. When the sound of gunshots 
pierced the air, Corey knew instantly 
what to do. He threw himself on top of 
his wife and daughters, and shielded 
them from the bullets with his own 
body. Corey was hit, and he was hit 
hard. He sacrificed his life to save 
theirs. Two others were also seriously 
hit, but thankfully they have recov-
ered. 

We are joined by Corey’s wife, Helen, 
who was his high school sweetheart, 
and their two beloved daughters, 
Allyson and Kaylee. To Helen, Allyson, 
and Kaylee, Corey is looking down on 
his three beautiful ladies right now, 
and he is cheering you on. 

Corey was taken from us much too 
soon—but his destiny was to leave us 
all with a shining example of the self-
less devotion of an American Patriot. 
It was love like Corey’s that built our 
country—and it is love like Corey’s 
that is going to make our country 
more majestic than ever before. 

I believe that my life was saved that 
day in Butler for a reason: I was saved 
by God to Make America Great Again. 

From the patriots of Lexington and 
Concord to the heroes at Gettysburg 
and Normandy—from the warriors who 
crossed the Delaware to the trail-
blazers who climbed the Rockies—and 
from the legends who soared at Kitty 
Hawk, to the astronauts who touched 
the Moon, Americans have always been 
the people who defied all odds, tran-
scended all dangers, made the most ex-
traordinary sacrifices, and did what-
ever it took to defend our children, our 
country, and our freedom. And as we 
have seen in this chamber tonight, that 
same strength, faith, love, and spirit is 
still alive and thriving in the hearts of 
the American People. 

Despite the best efforts of those who 
would try to censor us, silence us, 
break us, and destroy us, Americans 
are today a proud, free, sovereign, and 
independent nation, and that, we will 
always be. 

We are a country of doers, dreamers, 
fighters, and survivors. Our ancestors 
crossed a vast ocean, strode into the 
unknown wilderness, and carved their 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:25 Mar 05, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A04MR6.025 S04MRPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1495 March 4, 2025 
fortunes from the rock and soil of a 
perilous frontier. They chased our des-
tiny across a boundless continent. 
They built the railroads, laid the high-
ways, and graced the world with Amer-
ican marvels like the Empire State 
Building, the mighty Hoover Dam, and 
the towering Golden Gate Bridge. They 
lit the world with electricity, broke 
free of the force of gravity, fired up the 
engines of American industry, van-
quished the communists, fascists, and 
marxists all over the world, and gave 
us countless modern wonders sculpted 
out of iron, glass, and steel. 

We stand on the shoulders of these 
pioneers who won and built the modern 
age, these workers who poured their 
sweat into the skylines of our cities, 
these warriors who shed their blood on 
fields of battle, and gave everything 
they had for our rights and our free-
dom. 

Now, it is our time to take up the 
righteous cause of American Liberty. 
And it is our turn to take America’s 
destiny into our own hands, and begin 
the most thrilling days in the history 
of our country. This will be our great-
est era. 

With God’s help, over the next four 
years, we are going to lead this nation 
even higher—and we are going to forge 
the freest, most advanced, most dy-
namic, most dominant civilization ever 
to exist on the face of this earth. We 
are going to create the highest quality 
of life, build the safest, wealthiest, 
healthiest, and most vital commu-
nities. We are going to conquer the 
vast frontiers of science, and we are 
going to lead humanity into space, and 
plant the American flag on the planet 
Mars, and even far beyond. 

Through it all, we are going to redis-
cover the unstoppable power of the 
American Spirit. And we are going to 
renew the unlimited promise of the 
American Dream. 

Every single day, we will stand up, 
and we will fight, fight, fight for the 
country our citizens believe in, and for 
the country our people deserve. 

My fellow Americans, get ready for 
an incredible future because the Golden 
Age of America has only just begun. It 
will be like nothing that has ever been 
seen before! 

Thank you, God Bless You, and God 
Bless America. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 4, 2025. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 
At 10:05 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following joint resolution: 

H.J. Res. 35. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Waste Emissions Charge 
for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems: 
Procedures for Facilitating Compliance, In-
cluding Netting and Exemptions’’. 

The enrolled joint resolution was 
subsequently signed by the President 
pro tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

At 12:07 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 758. An act to direct the United States 
Postal Service to issue regulations requiring 
Postal Service employees and contractors to 
report to the Postal Service traffic crashes 
involving vehicles carrying mail that result 
in injury or death, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 856. An act to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget con-
duct a review to determine the impact of the 
lowest price technically acceptable source 
selection process on national security, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 872. An act to require covered con-
tractors implement a vulnerability disclo-
sure policy consistent with NIST guidelines, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1515. An act to increase access to 
agency guidance documents. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 758. An act to direct the United States 
Postal Service to issue regulations requiring 
Postal Service employees and contractors to 
report to the Postal Service traffic crashes 
involving vehicles carrying mail that result 
in injury or death, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 856. An act to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget con-
duct a review to determine the impact of the 
lowest price technically acceptable source 
selection process on national security, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 872. An act to require covered con-
tractors implement a vulnerability disclo-
sure policy consistent with NIST guidelines, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1515. An act to increase access to 
agency guidance documents; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 
PETITIONS 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Banking Housing and Urban Af-
fairs be discharged from further consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 28, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection relating to ‘‘De-
fining Larger Participants of a Market for 
General-Use Digital Consumer Payment Ap-
plications’’ and, further, that the joint reso-
lution be immediately placed upon the Leg-
islative Calendar under General Orders. 

Pete Ricketts, Steve Daines, Tom Cot-
ton, James Lankford, John Cornyn, 
John Barrasso, Kevin Cramer, James C. 
Justice, Marsha Blackburn, Katie Boyd 
Britt, Tommy Tuberville, Ashley 

Moody, Rick Scott, Rand Paul, Mike 
Crapo, Jon Husted, John Thune, 
Markwayne Mullin, Bill Cassidy, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, John R. Curtis, 
David McCormick, Ron Johnson, John 
Hoeven, Roger F. Wicker, James E. 
Risch, Susan M. Collins, Bernie 
Moreno, Tim Scott, 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources be 
discharged from further consideration of S.J. 
Res. 30, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Park Service relating 
to ‘‘Glen Canyon National Recreation Area; 
Motor Vehicles’’ and, further, that the joint 
resolution be immediately placed upon the 
Legislative Calendar under General Orders. 

John R. Curtis, Pete Ricketts, Mike 
Crapo, Jon Husted, John Barrasso, Tim 
Sheehy, Roger F. Wicker, Bernie 
Moreno, James Lankford, Joni Ernst, 
Kevin Cramer, Thom Tillis, John Cor-
nyn, Tommy Tuberville, Ted Budd, 
Mike Rounds, Jim Banks, John Ken-
nedy, Josh Hawley, Ashley Moody, 
Katie Boyd Britt, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
Chuck Grassley, Tom Cotton, Ted Cruz, 
Lindsey Graham, Todd Young, Steve 
Daines, Markwayne Mullin, Eric 
Schmitt. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged from the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, 
by petition, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 802(c), 
and placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 28. Joint resolution disapproving 
the rule submitted by the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection relating to ‘‘De-
fining Larger Participants of a Market for 
General-Use Digital Consumer Payment Ap-
plications’’. 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, by peti-
tion, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 802(c), and 
placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 30. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Park Service relating 
to ‘‘Glen Canyon National Recreation Area; 
Motor Vehicles’’. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. ERNST, from the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, with 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 298. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration to re-
locate 30 percent of the employees assigned 
to headquarters to duty stations outside the 
Washington metropolitan area, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 300. A bill to improve accountability in 
the disaster loan program of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and for other purposes. 

By Ms. ERNST, from the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, with-
out amendment: 

S. 371. A bill to require certain reports on 
small business disaster assistance to be pub-
lished on the website of the Small Business 
Administration, and for other purposes. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 824. A bill to reauthorize the National 
Flood Insurance Program; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. YOUNG, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. OSSOFF, Ms. ERNST, 
and Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 825. A bill to require the Attorney Gen-
eral to propose a program for making treat-
ment for post-traumatic stress disorder and 
acute stress disorder available to public safe-
ty officers, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida: 
S. 826. A bill to amend title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 to prohibit discrimination 
under any program or activity receiving Fed-
eral financial assistance on the ground of re-
ligion, to amend the Higher Education Act of 
1965 to provide for rigorous enforcement of 
prohibitions against discrimination by insti-
tutions of higher education on the basis of 
antisemitism, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself, Mr. 
KING, and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 827. A bill to extend and modify the 
transportation grant program of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH: 
S. 828. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Transportation to issue rules requiring the 
inclusion of new safety equipment in school 
buses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr. 
HOEVEN): 

S. 829. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
840 Front Street in Casselton, North Dakota, 
as the ‘‘Commander Delbert Austin Olson 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 830. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize the program re-
lating to lifespan respite care, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
HIRONO): 

S. 831. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to improve telephone commu-
nication by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mr. BUDD, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. DAINES, and Mr. 
LANKFORD): 

S. 832. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to equalize the negotiation 
period between small-molecule and biologic 
candidates under the Drug Price Negotiation 
Program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 833. A bill to prevent use of United Na-

tions facilities located in the United States 
by the ICC, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. 834. A bill to call for the immediate ex-
tradition or return to the United States of 
convicted felon Joanne Chesimard, William 
‘‘Guillermo’’ Morales, and all other fugitives 
who are receiving safe haven in Cuba to es-
cape prosecution or confinement for criminal 
offenses committed in the United States; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. 835. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to establish a vol-
untary program to reduce food loss and 
waste, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. SCHATZ, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. WELCH, Mr. KING, Mr. 
KELLY, Mrs. BRITT, and Mr. HEIN-
RICH): 

S. 836. A bill to amend the Children’s On-
line Privacy Protection Act of 1998 to 
strengthen protections relating to the online 
collection, use, and disclosure of personal in-
formation of children and teens, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WELCH, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
DURBIN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. REED): 

S. 837. A bill to repeal certain executive or-
ders; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. KING, 
Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. GALLEGO, and 
Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 838. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come interest received on certain loans se-
cured by rural or agricultural real property; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. 
BUDD): 

S. 839. A bill to prohibit the use of funds to 
implement, administer, or enforce measures 
requiring certain employees to refer to an in-
dividual by the preferred pronouns of such 
individual or a name other than the legal 
name of such individual, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 840. A bill to hold accountable operators 
of social media platforms that intentionally 
or knowingly host false election administra-
tion information; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER): 

S. 841. A bill to require online dating serv-
ice providers to provide fraud ban notifica-
tions to online dating service members, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself and Ms. 
ROSEN): 

S. 842. A bill to counter efforts by 
Hezbollah to conduct terrorist activities in 
Latin America, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 843. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce to establish the Sea Turtle Res-
cue Assistance Grant Program; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. HAWLEY (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. PETERS, Mr. MORENO, 
and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 844. A bill to accelerate workplace time- 
to-contract under the National Labor Rela-
tions Act; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. 845. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978 to 
remove the limitation on the amount of a 
civil penalty, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself, Mr. KAINE, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KING, and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 846. A bill to implement or strengthen 
programs that increase the supply of quality 
child care services by enhancing the wages of 
child care workers, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself, Mr. KAINE, 
Ms. ERNST, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CUR-
TIS, Mr. KING, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 847. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the employer- 
provided child care credit and the dependent 
care assistance exclusion; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
SLOTKIN, Mr. LUJÁN, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. 
KELLY, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. WARNER, 
Ms. SMITH, Mr. PADILLA, and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. Res. 105. A resolution condemning the 
mass terminations of employees of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs carried out 
with no justification or analysis of the im-
pact on veterans and their families; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 85 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
85, a bill to require the Secretary of the 
Interior to partner and collaborate 
with the Secretary of Agriculture and 
the State of Hawaii to address Rapid 
Ohia Death, and for other purposes. 

S. 94 

At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER), the Senator 
from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the 
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 94, a bill 
to award 3 Congressional Gold Medals 
to the members of the 1980 United 
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States Olympic Men’s Ice Hockey 
Team, in recognition of their extraor-
dinary achievement at the XIII Olym-
pic Winter Games where, being com-
prised of amateur collegiate players, 
they defeated the dominant Soviet ice 
hockey team in the historic ‘‘Miracle 
on Ice’’, revitalizing morale in the 
United States at the height of the Cold 
War, inspiring generations, and trans-
forming the sport of ice hockey in the 
United States. 

S. 100 

At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE, 
the name of the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 100, a bill to repeal the 
Corporate Transparency Act. 

S. 117 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
JUSTICE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
117, a bill to provide remedies to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces discharged or 
subject to adverse action under the 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate. 

S. 151 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 151, a bill to exclude the 
authority to impose duties and tariff- 
rate quotas from the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act. 

S. 197 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
JUSTICE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
197, a bill to require the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United 
States to review any purchase or lease 
of real estate near a military installa-
tion or military airspace in the United 
States by a foreign person connected to 
or subsidized by the Russian Federa-
tion, the People’s Republic of China, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, or the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 214 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
JUSTICE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
214, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to increase the rate of the 
special pension payable to Medal of 
Honor recipients, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 338 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 338, a bill to award posthumously a 
Congressional Gold Medal to Fred 
Korematsu, in recognition of his con-
tributions to civil rights, his loyalty 
and patriotism to the United States, 
and his dedication to justice and equal-
ity. 

S. 339 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 339, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 

to provide for Medicare coverage of 
multi-cancer early detection screening 
tests. 

S. 356 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 356, a bill to extend the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act of 2000. 

S. 398 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 398, a bill to transfer and limit 
Executive Branch authority to suspend 
or restrict the entry of a class of 
aliens. 

S. 410 
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 410, a bill to amend titles 
10 and 38, United States Code, to im-
prove benefits and services for sur-
viving spouses, and for other purposes. 

S. 554 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
CURTIS), the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
GALLEGO) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 554, a bill to enhance bi-
lateral defense cooperation between 
the United States and Israel, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 556 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
CURTIS), the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
GALLEGO) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 556, a bill to impose 
sanctions with respect to persons en-
gaged in logistical transactions and 
sanctions evasion relating to oil, gas, 
liquefied natural gas, and related pe-
trochemical products from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 703 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
GALLEGO) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 703, a bill to establish a pilot pro-
gram to assess the use of technology to 
speed up and enhance the cargo inspec-
tion process at land ports of entry 
along the border. 

S. 752 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 752, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to 
streamline enrollment under the Med-
icaid program of certain providers 
across State lines. 

S. 761 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 761, a bill to establish the 
Truth and Healing Commission on In-
dian Boarding School Policies in the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 766 

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 766, a bill to require an 
annual report of taxpayer-funded 
projects that are over budget and be-
hind schedule. 

S.J. RES. 3 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
MCCORMICK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 3, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Internal Revenue Service relating 
to ‘‘Gross Proceeds Reporting by Bro-
kers That Regularly Provide Services 
Effectuating Digital Asset Sales’’. 

S.J. RES. 18 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. DAINES) was added as a 
cosponsor of S.J. Res. 18, a joint resolu-
tion disapproving the rule submitted 
by the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection relating to ‘‘Overdraft 
Lending: Very Large Financial Institu-
tions’’. 

S.J. RES. 24 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) was added 
as a cosponsor of S.J. Res. 24, a joint 
resolution providing for congressional 
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants: Rubber Tire Manufac-
turing’’. 

S.J. RES. 28 

At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 
names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT) were added 
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 28, a joint 
resolution disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection relating to ‘‘Defin-
ing Larger Participants of a Market for 
General-Use Digital Consumer Pay-
ment Applications’’. 

S. RES. 47 

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 47, a resolution designating 
January 30, 2025, as ‘‘Fred Korematsu 
Day of Civil Liberties and the Con-
stitution’’. 

S. RES. 100 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ), the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 100, a resolution 
dissenting from the United States dele-
gation’s February 24, 2025, vote at the 
United Nations General Assembly. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Ms. BALDWIN): 

S. 830. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize the 
program relating to lifespan respite 
care, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce legislation with my 
colleague from Wisconsin, Senator 
BALDWIN, to reauthorize the Lifespan 
Respite Care Program. 

Every day, an estimated 53 million 
family caregivers attend to loved ones 
across all age groups, disabilities, and 
chronic conditions. Respite care gives 
these full-time caregivers a much-need-
ed opportunity to take a temporary 
break from their important respon-
sibilities. 

Caregivers help their loved ones re-
main at home, and the decision to as-
sume these responsibilities full time 
often delays the need for nursing home 
care. While many of these individuals 
care for an older adult, almost one- 
third of caregivers attend to family 
members under the age of 50. The value 
of their efforts is tremendous, amount-
ing to more than $600 billion in uncom-
pensated care each year. 

This compassionate task, however, 
can take a tremendous toll. Caregivers 
experience higher mortality rates and 
are more likely to acquire acute and 
chronic health conditions themselves. 

Respite care helps reduce mental 
stress and physical health problems 
that they may experience, thus helping 
to keep caregivers healthy and families 
intact. Yet almost 85 percent of Amer-
ica’s caregivers have never received 
any respite services. 

As a Senator representing the State 
with the oldest median age in the Na-
tion, the well-being of our older citi-
zens and their caregivers is among my 
top priorities. 

Since the Lifespan Respite Care Act 
was enacted in 2006, 38 States and the 
District of Columbia have received 
grants to increase the availability and 
quality of respite services. Our legisla-
tion would extend this programming 
for another 5 years, through fiscal year 
2030. 

In Maine, there are approximately 
166,000 family caregivers who provide 
155 million hours of care to loved ones 
each year. The Maine Department of 
Health highlighted the importance of 
respite care in a report released earlier 
this year that evaluates the Maine 
State Respite Care Program. Partici-
pants shared how assistance made 
available through this program has en-
abled them to take much-needed 
breaks, reduce their anxiety, and even 
reenergize their enthusiasm for 
caregiving. 

One Mainer shared that access to res-
pite care has meant that she has been 
able to truly visit with her parents 
when she spends time with them in-

stead of using all of that time just to 
do their chores, their yard work, and 
other tasks. She says that it has been 
wonderful to have someone help her 
parents with their chores and shopping 
for their needs, and it has meant that 
she, herself, is far less tired. 

Stories such as these emphasize the 
importance of respite care, of a break 
for these caregivers who are giving so 
much to their family members. 

Although most caregivers are adults, 
there are also more than 5 million 
young people in our country who pro-
vide care for grandparents, parents, or 
siblings with disabilities. Studies have 
found that approximately one in five 
young adults who dropped out of school 
did so to care for a family member. 
These children often choose to give up 
activities that other teens should 
enjoy, such as extracurricular activi-
ties—sports, outside activities—and 
they may experience depression or anx-
iety. Our legislation would clarify that 
young people who are caregivers, in-
cluding those who are under age 18, are 
also able to access respite care serv-
ices. 

There is a large gap between care-
givers who need respite services, who 
need a break from the 24-hour care of 
their loved ones, and those who actu-
ally receive this kind of assistance. Our 
bill would help close that gap by reau-
thorizing funding for this program that 
has helped States establish or 
strengthen respite services. This fund-
ing can be used to assist caregivers in 
finding available respite services, to 
train and recruit volunteers to provide 
temporary caregiving, and to provide 
financial support through vouchers so 
that caregivers can better afford res-
pite services. 

Our bill is widely supported by lead-
ing caregiver and respite organizations, 
including the ARCH National Respite 
Network and Resource Center, the Alz-
heimer’s Association, and the Alz-
heimer’s Impact Movement. 

Our bipartisan legislation will pro-
vide the necessary resources to ensure 
that more caregivers have access to the 
respite services they need. I urge all of 
our colleagues to support this impor-
tant, bipartisan legislation. It will 
make a real difference for the care-
givers, the family caregivers, in our 
States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today, 
I rise to reaffirm my partnership with 
Senator SUSAN COLLINS in the Lifespan 
Respite Care Reauthorization Act of 
2025. 

Senator COLLINS and I recognize the 
challenges that family caregivers face. 
We have worked together over many 
years to advance legislation to support 
the essential role that caregivers play 
in our communities. We were success-
ful in passing legislation that estab-
lishes a national strategy to support 
family caregivers, the RAISE Family 
Caregivers Act, and we are committed 
to reauthorizing the Lifespan Respite 

Care Program that supports the health 
and well-being of family caregivers. 

Every day, family caregivers in Wis-
consin and across our country tend to 
the needs of their loved ones. Although 
this work can be very, very rewarding, 
it can also be emotionally and phys-
ically challenging. 

After serving as my grandmother’s 
primary caregiver as she got older, I 
know firsthand the time, the dedica-
tion, and the sacrifice involved to keep 
our aging, disabled, or sick loved ones 
safe and well. Caregiving can be a 24/7 
job, and too often, family caregivers 
compromise their own health to ensure 
that their loved ones are not left in 
limbo. 

Respite care offers family caregivers 
a necessary break to focus on their own 
mental health and well-being. That is 
why I was proud to reintroduce our bi-
partisan legislation so that our family 
caregivers can access the support and 
the relief they need. This bill would 
support family caregivers by reauthor-
izing the Lifespan Respite Care Pro-
gram, which allows full-time care-
givers to take a temporary break from 
their responsibilities caring for aging 
or disabled loved ones. 

Across the country, there are over 53 
million Americans who currently pro-
vide uncompensated care for their fam-
ilies, which provides an estimated $600 
billion in uncompensated care each 
year. Let that sink in. 

By protecting the health of care-
givers, respite care decreases the need 
for professional long-term care and al-
lows individuals who require care to re-
main at home. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with Senator COLLINS to advance this 
important legislation in the 119th Con-
gress. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 835. A bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 to estab-
lish a voluntary program to reduce 
food loss and waste, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 835 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reduce Food 
Loss and Waste Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. FOOD LOSS AND WASTE CERTIFICATION 

PROGRAM. 
Subtitle A of the Agricultural Marketing 

Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1621 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 210B. FOOD LOSS AND WASTE CERTIFI-

CATION PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) APPARENTLY WHOLESOME FOOD.—The 

term ‘apparently wholesome food’ has the 
meaning given the term in subsection (b) of 
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the Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Do-
nation Act (42 U.S.C. 1791(b)). 

‘‘(2) CERTIFIED PARTICIPANT.—The term 
‘certified participant’ means an eligible par-
ticipant that has been certified under sub-
section (d). 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘eli-
gible participant’ means— 

‘‘(A) a contractor that has entered into a 
contract with an executive agency, the Sen-
ate, or the House of Representatives for the 
provision, service, or sale of food in the 
United States; 

‘‘(B) a State, local, municipal, or Tribal 
government; 

‘‘(C) a corporation, partnership, organiza-
tion, or association; 

‘‘(D) a farm or a food producer, manufac-
turer, processor, holder, or packer; 

‘‘(E) a retail grocer; 
‘‘(F) a restaurant or similar food service 

establishment; 
‘‘(G) an institution of higher education or 

a consortium of those institutions; or 
‘‘(H) a primary or secondary school or a 

consortium of those institutions. 
‘‘(4) EXCESS.—The term ‘excess’, with re-

spect to food, means that the food would oth-
erwise be discarded. 

‘‘(5) FOOD.—The term ‘food’ means food (as 
defined in section 201 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321)) that 
is intended for human consumption. 

‘‘(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 
the Food Loss and Waste Reduction Certifi-
cation Program established under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a voluntary program, to be known 
as the ‘Food Loss and Waste Reduction Cer-
tification Program’— 

‘‘(1) to certify eligible participants in ac-
cordance with subsection (d); and 

‘‘(2) to promote certified participants in 
accordance with subsection (e). 

‘‘(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pro-
gram are— 

‘‘(1) to reduce food loss and waste; 
‘‘(2) to increase donations of excess, appar-

ently wholesome food to nonprofit organiza-
tions that provide food assistance to individ-
uals in need; and 

‘‘(3) to increase the use of alternative dis-
posal methods for food, such as redirection 
to animal feed, anaerobic digestion, and 
composting. 

‘‘(d) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(1) CRITERIA.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) ESTABLISHMENT AND PUBLICATION.—Not 

later than 18 months after the date of enact-
ment of the Reduce Food Loss and Waste Act 
of 2025, the Secretary shall establish and 
publish in the Federal Register criteria for 
the certification of an eligible participant 
under the program. 

‘‘(ii) INCLUSIONS.—Criteria described in 
clause (i) shall include the submission to a 
third-party certifier accredited under para-
graph (3) of documentation from 12 consecu-
tive months on the quantity of food that the 
eligible participant— 

‘‘(I) has donated to nonprofit organizations 
that provide food assistance for individuals 
in need; or 

‘‘(II) has sent to be disposed of. 
‘‘(B) STAKEHOLDER INPUT.—The Secretary 

shall solicit comments from interested par-
ties prior to the establishment or revision of 
the criteria described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) REVISIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-

vise the criteria described in subparagraph 
(A) on a periodic basis. 

‘‘(ii) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall 
publish in the Federal Register criteria re-

vised under clause (i) not later than 270 days 
before the effective date of the revised cri-
teria, including an explanation of the revi-
sions. 

‘‘(2) ACCREDITATION BODIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 

months after the date of enactment of the 
Reduce Food Loss and Waste Act of 2025, the 
Secretary shall establish a process to recog-
nize accreditation bodies to accredit third- 
party certifiers under paragraph (3)(A). 

‘‘(B) STANDARDS.—The Secretary shall rec-
ognize an accreditation body under subpara-
graph (A) if the accreditation body meets 
such standards as the Secretary shall estab-
lish. 

‘‘(3) THIRD-PARTY CERTIFIERS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 

months after the date of enactment of the 
Reduce Food Loss and Waste Act of 2025, the 
Secretary shall establish a process for ac-
creditation bodies recognized under para-
graph (2) to accredit third-party certifiers to 
review and certify eligible participants 
under the program. 

‘‘(B) STANDARDS.—An accreditation body 
recognized under paragraph (2) shall accredit 
a third-party certifier under subparagraph 
(A) if the third-party certifier meets such 
standards as the Secretary shall establish. 

‘‘(C) PREFERENCE.—In accrediting third- 
party certifiers under subparagraph (A), an 
accreditation body recognized under para-
graph (2) shall give preference to institutions 
of higher education that have expertise in 
food loss and waste reduction. 

‘‘(D) CERTIFICATION.—A third-party cer-
tifier accredited under subparagraph (A) 
shall review and certify an eligible partici-
pant under the program if the eligible partic-
ipant meets the criteria established under 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(4) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall 
maintain on a publicly available website of 
the Department of Agriculture— 

‘‘(A) a list of accreditation bodies recog-
nized under paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(B) a list of third-party certifiers accred-
ited under paragraph (3). 

‘‘(e) PROMOTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

mote a certified participant under the pro-
gram, including through— 

‘‘(A) voluntary labeling established under 
paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(B) such other communications as the 
Secretary determines to be appropriate re-
lating to the products, buildings, practices, 
and policies of the certified participant, such 
as— 

‘‘(i) publication on the website of the De-
partment of Agriculture of information re-
lating to the certified participant; and 

‘‘(ii) holding events to promote the cer-
tified participant or otherwise relating to 
the program. 

‘‘(2) VOLUNTARY LABELING.—The Secretary 
shall establish 1 or more voluntary labels 
that indicate that a certified participant is 
certified under the program. 

‘‘(f) INTERAGENCY COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary shall carry out this section in coordi-
nation with the Commissioner of Food and 
Drugs and the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, in accordance 
with the memorandum of understanding re-
vised under section 3 of the Reduce Food 
Loss and Waste Act of 2025. 

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, including for the hir-
ing of additional personnel, $3,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2026 through 2030, to re-
main available until expended.’’. 
SEC. 3. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, and the Adminis-

trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency shall revise, in accordance with sec-
tion 210B of the Agricultural Marketing Act 
of 1946 (as added by section 2), the agreement 
signed on December 17, 2020, relating to co-
operation and coordination on food loss and 
waste. 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself, Mr. 
KAINE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KING, 
and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 846. A bill to implement or 
strengthen programs that increase the 
supply of quality child care services by 
enhancing the wages of child care 
workers, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself, Mr. 
KAINE, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. KING, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and 
Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 847. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the em-
ployer-provided child care credit and 
the dependent care assistance exclu-
sion; to the Committee on Finance. 

Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President on No-
vember 5, President Donald J. Trump 
was elected to a second term on the 
back of a big-tent coalition. In 2024, 
this election showed us that we needed 
to put the finishing touches on a shift 
that we have seen occurring in our 
party and our Nation. 

The Republican Party is the party of 
parents, we are the party of families, 
and we are the party of hard-working 
Americans. We have an opportunity to 
prove it, starting with addressing our 
country’s childcare crisis. 

Anyone who has kids can attest to 
this: It is incredibly difficult to find af-
fordable, accessible, high-quality 
childcare. 

When I was a student in Tuscaloosa— 
I had gone back to school with essen-
tially a newborn and an 11-month-old; 
decided, why not? Law school sounds 
good. I joked that on the scale of bad 
ideas I have had in my life—and I have 
had a few—that one is without a doubt 
No. 1. 

In the midst of trying to figure out 
my 1L year, I also had to figure out 
childcare, and it was challenging for 
me to find a place where I could get 
both of my kids in. So at the very be-
ginning, there I was, taking one child 
to one place and one child to another, 
all hoping to show up at torts on time 
and then get back before you get fined, 
picking them both up and hoping traf-
fic didn’t keep me from being late. 

When my husband and I had the op-
portunity to move to Birmingham, 
where he began his new career and I 
had 1 more year of law school left, we 
got them immediately—both of our 
kids—into one childcare facility. But 
the check that we wrote—wow—it felt 
like I was writing a check for college 
tuition and not a check for a 3- and 4- 
year-old to be cared for and loved and 
educated during the day. 

Well, I will tell you what. The prob-
lem—that was, what, 13 years ago—has 
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only gotten worse. Childcare costs have 
been increasing. They have actually in-
creased 36 percent over the last 10 
years, actually outpacing inflation. It 
has gotten to the point where parents, 
on average, are spending 22 percent of 
their income on childcare. The median 
annual price of childcare in this coun-
try is about $15,600. The cost is crush-
ing for so many parents. It is also pro-
hibitive. 

Ask yourself this: How many married 
couples, do you think, think about hav-
ing another child; they want to, and 
they start looking at the dollars and 
cents and feel like they can’t finan-
cially afford it? 

To my fellow Republicans: Don’t we 
want to incentivize rather than deter 
parents from starting their families? 
And how can we, as the party of life 
and the party of families and the party 
of parents and the party of workers, 
neglect to make that easier? If our goal 
is creating a comprehensive culture of 
life—and that should absolutely be our 
goal—then we have a role to play in 
the childcare space. 

But families are not the only ones 
that are affected by the current state 
of childcare in this country. The 
amount of money that the American 
economy loses annually because of 
childcare, the challenges that we face 
as a result of the affordability and ac-
cessibility, are staggering. Our econ-
omy loses $122 billion a year, and 74 
percent of mothers and 66 percent of fa-
thers either have to leave work early, 
arrive late, or be absent because of 
last-minute changes in childcare. Also, 
59 percent of part-time or nonworking 
parents say they would go back to 
work—they want to go back to work— 
but, unfortunately, they don’t have ac-
cess to quality childcare at a reason-
able cost. That isn’t good for the 
broader economy, and it isn’t good for 
American workers. 

President Trump has made it clear he 
wants America to be a place that 
builds things once again. He wants to 
unleash a golden era for made-in-Amer-
ica excellence, where the skill, hard 
work, and ingenuity of our people ac-
complish the impossible and changes 
the world. To accomplish that goal, 
which I wholeheartedly agree with, we 
need to tackle the childcare afford-
ability crisis. 

Ultimately, this is a workforce crisis 
as well. That is where the two-pronged 
approach that I have introduced today, 
alongside a number of my colleagues, 
comes into play. With the Child Care 
Workforce Act and the Child Care 
Availability and Affordability Act, it 
consists of targeted investments in 
families and small businesses. It mod-
ernizes our existing tax credits so that 
our policy reflects our current eco-
nomic reality. It is a good example of 
commonsense policymaking. 

We are not creating or growing an-
other entitlement. We are letting 
Americans keep more of their hard- 
earned taxpayer dollars in a manner 
that grows our economy and gives peo-

ple an opportunity for their American 
dream. And we are offering job creators 
an incentive to invest directly into 
hard-working people with childcare-re-
lated benefits. 

We will help couples who want to 
have more children. We will help par-
ents be able to reenter the workforce 
after having kids. And we will help our 
job creators—especially small busi-
nesses—recruit and retain workers. 

This legislation is pro-family. It is 
pro-Main Street. It is pro-growth. 

For the first time in years, the Re-
publican Party controls both Chambers 
of Congress and the White House. We 
have an opportunity we can’t afford to 
waste. If we truly are the party of par-
ents and families and hard-working 
Americans, we have an opportunity to 
prove it. Let’s address the childcare 
crisis in this year’s tax package. I 
think America will be better for it. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 105—CON-
DEMNING THE MASS TERMI-
NATIONS OF EMPLOYEES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS CARRIED OUT WITH NO 
JUSTIFICATION OR ANALYSIS OF 
THE IMPACT ON VETERANS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
SLOTKIN, Mr. LUJÁN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. KAINE, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. 
KELLY, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. PETERS, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. PADILLA, and 
Mr. HEINRICH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: 

S. RES. 105 

Whereas veterans make up approximately 
30 percent of the Federal workforce, includ-
ing nearly 26 percent of the workforce of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and 45 per-
cent of the workforce of the Department of 
Defense; 

Whereas more than 642,000 veterans are 
continuing their public service through ca-
reers in the Federal Government; 

Whereas veterans bring invaluable experi-
ence, including technical expertise, training, 
security clearances, and commitment to 
service, to their work as Federal employees; 

Whereas, on February 13, 2025, the Sec-
retary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, Doug Collins, announced the termi-
nation of 1,000 employees of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs; 

Whereas, on February 24, 2025, Secretary 
Collins terminated an additional 1,400 em-
ployees of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs; 

Whereas United States Senators have, in 
pursuit of their oversight duties, attempted 
to obtain detailed information from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs regarding these 
terminations, including any analysis of the 
impacts on veterans, confirmation that the 

terminations did not affect essential services 
like call centers, homeless programs, mental 
health care, transition assistance, claims 
processing, tribal health, and veterans edu-
cation benefits, involvement of unelected, 
unauthorized, non-Department of Veterans 
Affairs personnel in the decisionmaking 
process, and how much the Department of 
Veterans Affairs spent recruiting and hiring 
these employees and will now spend covering 
their workloads, but have yet to receive that 
information; 

Whereas the mass terminations of employ-
ees of the Federal Government are damaging 
the economic security and morale of vet-
erans and their families; 

Whereas these terminations are harming 
the trust of veterans in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and harming the ability of 
the Department to recruit and retain em-
ployees; 

Whereas gainful employment and economic 
security is a chief social determinant of 
health; and 

Whereas veterans and employees of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs have expressed 
concerns regarding the effect of these termi-
nations, including— 

(1) the suspension of service lines, beds, 
and operating rooms at hospitals and clinics 
of the Department; 

(2) the cancellation or postponement of 
mammogram and other time-sensitive ap-
pointments; 

(3) the reduction of support lines for care-
givers; 

(4) the termination of Veterans Crisis Line 
employees; 

(5) the termination of employees per-
forming critical research at the Department; 

(6) the termination of cyber security per-
sonnel protecting websites of the Depart-
ment; and 

(7) the termination of Vet Center staff: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) mass terminations of employees at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs carried out 
with no justification or analysis of the im-
pact on veterans and their families should be 
condemned; and 

(2) all affected employees should be rein-
stated. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I have 
three requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMTTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet in open session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Tues-
day, March 4, 2025, at 9:30 a.m., to con-
sider a nomination. 

COMMTTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March 
4, 2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on nominations 

COMMTTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:25 Mar 05, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G04MR6.026 S04MRPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1501 March 4, 2025 
4, 2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a joint 
hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
interns and law clerks in my office be 
granted floor privileges until May 5, 
2025: John Mark Huff, Jr., John Paul 
Doucet, Alexandra Grace Davis, and 
Maura Elaine Schlee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
5, 2025 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 8:20 p.m. today and proceed 
as a body to the Hall of the House of 
Representatives for the joint session of 
Congress provided under the provisions 
of H. Con. Res. 11; that upon the dis-
solution of the joint session, the Sen-
ate stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, March 5; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, morning 
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume consideration of Calendar No. 20, 

S.J. Res. 28; further, that if cloture is 
invoked on the Blanche nomination, all 
time be expired at 3:45 p.m. and the 
Senate vote on confirmation; that fol-
lowing confirmation of the Blanche 
nomination, the Senate proceed to leg-
islative session and resume consider-
ation of S.J. Res. 28 and that all time 
be expired and the Senate vote on pas-
sage of the joint resolution; finally, 
that if any nominations are confirmed 
during Wednesday’s session, the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, for the 
information of all Senators, Senators 
should expect one vote at 11 a.m. on 
cloture on the Blanche nomination and 
two votes at 3:45 p.m.: confirmation of 
the Blanche nomination and passage of 
S.J. Res. 28, Senator RICKETTS’ digital 
consumer payments CRA. 

f 

RECESS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is 

no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand in recess 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:40 p.m., recessed until 8:20 p.m. and 
reassembled when called to order by 
the Presiding Officer (Mr. MORENO). 

JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO 
HOUSES—ADDRESS BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed as a body to the Hall of the House 
of Representatives to receive a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States. 

Thereupon, the Senate, preceded by 
the Chief of Staff, Sergeant at Arms, 
Betsy Holahan; the Secretary of the 
Senate, Jackie Barber; and the Vice 
President of the United States, JD 
Vance, proceeded to the Hall of the 
House of Representatives to hear the 
address by the President of the United 
States, Donald J. Trump. 

(The address delivered by the Presi-
dent of the United States to the joint 
session of the two Houses of Congress 
is printed in the proceedings of the 
House of Representatives in today’s 
RECORD.) 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL WEDNES-
DAY, MARCH 5, 2025, AT 10 A.M. 

At the conclusion of the joint session 
of the two Houses, and in accordance 
with the order previously entered, at 
11:04 p.m., the Senate adjourned until 
Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at 10 a.m. 
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