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will wonder: Why is there no protec-
tion? ‘‘Why aren’t you doing some-
thing?’’ they will say to us in the U.S. 
Senate. I hope they will hold account-
able my Republican colleagues—any-
one who supports this CRA—because it 
will dramatically reduce the enforce-
ment power of the CFPB and anyone 
else to help protect consumers from 
those frauds and losses of money, 
which they need now more than ever. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi. 
PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SPORTS 

ACT 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 

rise today to once again join my Re-
publican colleagues in reaffirming our 
commitment to safeguarding the pro-
tections provided by title IX and the 
hard-won opportunities it offers women 
and girls. 

Since its enactment in 1972, title IX 
has been instrumental in preventing 
sex discrimination in education, ensur-
ing equality for girls and women. Re-
member that before title IX, women 
and girls were denied the same aca-
demic and athletic opportunities as 
their male peers. 

Title IX was originally designed by 
Congress to ensure that women and 
girls receive equal and fair opportuni-
ties based on biological reality while 
also ensuring their safety in edu-
cational settings. For more than 50 
years, it successfully upheld these prin-
ciples. 

Unfortunately, over the past 4 years, 
we have seen a concerted and com-
pletely misguided effort to redefine 
gender in ways that ignore biological 
facts and threaten the significant 
strides women and girls have made 
since the passage of title IX. These 
misguided actions eroded the protec-
tions that title IX was created to offer. 

After watching the Biden administra-
tion claw away at the integrity of title 
IX for 4 years, I am proud to stand with 
my colleagues and President Trump in 
fighting to restore the protections that 
title IX was always meant to provide 
to girls and women in sports. 

Despite the attempts of our col-
leagues across the aisle to defend their 
war on title IX, the American people 
overwhelmingly agree on a funda-
mental point: Biologically male ath-
letes should not be allowed to compete 
in women’s sports or use women’s lock-
er rooms. 

I find it ironic that the party that 
wore pink to protest President Trump’s 
address last night claiming his policies 
harm women is the same party where 
not one Member voted to protect 
women in sports this week. If it were 
not so serious, it would almost be 
laughable. 

This is not a matter of partisanship 
but of common sense and fairness. It is 
a matter of equal opportunity for all. 

This is the message we must con-
tinue to amplify in Congress as we 
work to ensure the future protections 
of title IX remain intact. 

We must pass legislation that pro-
tects female athletes and preserves the 
integrity of women’s sports. To suggest 
that biological females and 
transgender women are the same in all 
respects, particularly in the context of 
athletic competition, is to set women 
and girls back, not forward. 

The Protection of Women and Girls 
in Sports Act would safeguard title IX 
by defining gender based on an individ-
ual’s biological and genetic sex at 
birth. It would also ensure that no Fed-
eral funding goes to schools or edu-
cational organizations that allow 
males to participate in women’s sport-
ing events, ensuring that title IX’s 
original intent is upheld across the 
board. 

Importantly, its passage would make 
it harder for some future President to 
again assault title IX. 

It is disheartening to see that, once 
again, my Democratic colleagues are 
failing to advocate for the importance 
of title IX and what it means to women 
and girls everywhere. Instead, they 
choose to cater to an out-of-touch 
woke mob on this issue. 

I am proud to join Senator 
TUBERVILLE in supporting this com-
monsense legislation that will continue 
to protect our daughters, nieces, and 
granddaughters for years to come. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, I rise 

today in strong support of the Protec-
tion of Women and Girls in Sports Act. 

This act will protect our daughters 
and granddaughters and keep the origi-
nal meaning of title IX that was meant 
to help protect girls and promote fe-
males in sports. 

On Monday, I was proud to support 
and vote for this bill. Sadly, every sin-
gle Democrat—every single one—voted 
against it. It is deeply concerning and 
disappointing, frankly, that not one 
single Democrat would step up and say: 
I want to protect women’s sports; that 
I have a daughter or a granddaughter 
who wants to have the same opportuni-
ties that title IX has provided over the 
last 50 years. 

For 50 years, title IX has made it so 
women and girls would have a chance 
to compete in sports, but it is not just 
about athletic opportunities; it is 
about scholarships, and it is about 
long-term careers. 

Title IX leveled the playing field so 
our daughters and granddaughters 
could dream big and pursue their 
dreams. We saw this on full display in 
Nebraska when we had Volleyball Day 
in Nebraska. For those of you who do 
not recall, Nebraska set a women’s 
sports attendance record. Over 92,000 
people came to watch our women’s 
volleyball teams. It occurred at Memo-
rial Stadium. It was the largest crowd 
ever. 

You don’t have to take me at my 
word that this is important for title 
IX. The Omaha World-Herald called it 
‘‘the biggest title IX statement of all 
time.’’ 

It was an incredible moment and 
could not have happened without title 
IX. That progress is under attack 
today. 

The Biden administration tried to 
eliminate those protections. The Biden 
administration tried to rewrite title IX 
without the approval of Congress. They 
tried to change the definition of ‘‘sex’’ 
to include ‘‘gender identity,’’ which, 
let me tell you, that was not a thing 50 
years ago when this bill was written. 

Girls would be forced to share dorm 
rooms, locker rooms, and bathrooms 
with males. Men would be able to take 
women’s spots on sports teams and 
women’s scholarships. That is what 
happens if you allow this to go forward, 
if you allow men to compete in wom-
en’s sports, just by claiming they are a 
woman. The damage is already being 
done. 

Last night, President Trump told the 
story of Payton McNabb. Payton was a 
high school volleyball player on the 
girls’ team who was severely injured by 
a male opponent who smashed a ball 
into her head. She suffered a concus-
sion, a brain bleed, and permanent 
whiplash. She also dealt with vision 
problems. It never should have been al-
lowed to happen. 

Riley Gaines is another example. 
Riley swam for the University of Ken-
tucky and competed against a man for 
3 years in her college career. 

Lia Thomas, formerly William Thom-
as, was a mediocre male swimmer who 
then decided that he would be a wom-
en’s swimmer, with all that goes along 
with that, not only competing in 
events but accessing women’s rest-
rooms and their locker rooms. He be-
came one of the top women swim-
mers—because it is true, what we all 
know from common sense: Males and 
females are built differently. 

It is wrong and it is unfair to allow 
men to compete against women in 
women’s sports. It ignores science and 
common sense. 

Last August, the United Nations re-
leased a report that showed that over 
600 female athletes—600 female ath-
letes—in more than 400 competitions 
have already lost more than 890 medals 
in 29 different sports because those 
women were competing against males 
who claimed to be women. That is hun-
dreds of young women who have 
trained for years, only to have their 
medals, records, and opportunities 
taken from them. 

The American people see the unfair-
ness of it, and they strongly support 
protecting women’s sports. A 2025 poll 
from the New York Times found that 79 
percent of Americans want to keep 
women’s sports for women—for biologi-
cal females. That includes a majority 
of registered Democrats. 

This isn’t a Republican or a Demo-
crat issue. This is an American issue. 
And unlike my Democratic colleagues 
and President Biden, President Trump 
took steps to protect women’s sports. 
He took action to protect the original 
meaning of title IX, in his first few 
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days as President. He knew that title 
IX was written to protect women, not 
erase them. His leadership stood for 
fairness, science, and common sense. 

But there is no guarantee the next 
President is going to uphold President 
Trump’s action. This bill would make 
those protections permanent. The Pro-
tection of Women and Girls in Sports 
Act is simple. It says that, under title 
IX, ‘‘sex’’ means the person’s reproduc-
tive biology at birth. That is how title 
IX was written. That is how title IX 
was understood for decades, and that is 
how title IX should work today. 

Men and boys shouldn’t compete 
against women and girls in female 
sports. It is just common sense. It is 
absolutely just plain common sense. 

Yet, 2 days ago, every single one of 
my Democratic colleagues voted 
against protecting women’s collegiate 
athletics. They chose the wrong side of 
an 80–20 issue. They chose not to fight 
for science, for equal opportunity, and 
for women and girls. 

I urge them to reconsider. Let’s 
stand with women over radical policies. 
Let’s stand with the overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans. Let’s keep a level 
playing field for our daughters and 
granddaughters. Again, I urge my 
Democratic colleagues to reconsider. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
FEDERAL BUDGET 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 
think everyone so enjoyed listening to 
the State of the Union Address last 
night, and for so many Tennesseans— 
we have heard from them today—they 
were excited, they felt hopeful, and 
they also are watching very closely 
what the actions of the House and the 
Senate are going to be. 

Now, many of them have mentioned 
that they know we have that March 14 
funding deadline coming up, and so, in 
9 days, the Federal Government would 
be running out of money. And they 
have heard my colleagues from across 
the aisle talk about shutting the gov-
ernment down and making that choice 
to shut the government down because 
they don’t want to pass a budget. 

But if you shut the government 
down, then you are not going to be able 
to move forward on President Trump’s 
agenda. We know they are not for that 
agenda, but what they are missing is 
that the American people are for Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda. They want to see 
the border secure. They want inflation 
to come down. They want crime in the 
cities to be dealt with. They want our 
standing in the world to be returned. 
They support President Trump. 

And we know that when President 
Trump was returned to the Oval Office, 
he was given a powerful mandate from 
the American people, and he deserves 
to have his agenda shape government 
spending. But we know there is little 
time left, and so we begin to hear those 
conversations that we usually hear 
about having a continuing resolution. 

Now, the reason conservatives like 
me oppose that is because it continues 

the current spending, and that is a Joe 
Biden budget. And we know that, under 
the Biden administration, they lit-
erally ran the numbers off the govern-
ment credit card. They were spending 
so much money. They have driven this 
Nation’s debt to $36.5 trillion. 

This pandemic and post-pandemic 
spending has left every single Amer-
ican spending $1,060 more per month to 
buy the same basket of goods and serv-
ices they were buying in 2021. Now, 
think about that. That is the result of 
Bidenflation: $1,060 more a month to 
buy the same basket of goods and serv-
ices you could buy 4 years ago—be-
cause we know what has happened with 
Bidenflation. We know the true rate of 
that inflation is, cumulatively, over 20 
percent. 

It is not what they wanted to say— 
core inflation is only 3 percent or it is 
only 4 percent. Anybody that buys 
milk and eggs knows that is not right. 
And, of course, it is going to take a 
while to get those numbers down, to 
look at the prices of gas and groceries 
and rent and utilities. 

And we know that the Biden budgets 
are what have fueled this growing debt, 
this annual deficit that we have seen, 
and the fact that now, when you look 
at every single American, their portion 
of our Nation’s debt is now $107,000— 
$107,000. 

I was talking to a friend this week 
who has a new baby—just arrived, 
brandnew—and they are so excited to 
once again have a little baby in their 
family. And as we were talking about 
politics and all that was going on and 
the excitement of the baby, I said: And 
when you look at the Federal debt, 
their share, their ‘‘welcome to the 
world’’ present from the U.S. Federal 
Government: You now, as a U.S. cit-
izen, share in this $36.5 trillion debt to 
the point of $107,000. 

I think the American people know 
that our fiscal path would lead us to 
disaster if we do not change what we 
are doing, if we do not look at where 
we are spending this money. 

Thank goodness that President Don-
ald Trump has taken the time to look 
seriously at what the Federal Govern-
ment spends and, yes, to work toward 
moving us to a balanced budget. 

Now, one of the ways that he is doing 
this—and, yes, there have been Execu-
tive orders and there has also been the 
implementation of the Department of 
Government Efficiency. We refer to 
this as DOGE. 

Today, some of us have had the op-
portunity to listen to Elon Musk and 
his team who are carrying out the 
work at the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency. 

DOGE, so far, has found $105 billion 
of inefficiencies in the Federal Govern-
ment—$105 billion. They are finding 
about $4 billion a day. The President 
went through a list last night of some 
of the waste that is there for projects 
that maybe really do not yield a result 
that will benefit the hard-working tax-
payer. 

We also heard about fraud and people 
that are receiving Social Security 
checks that maybe don’t exist, people 
that might be 125, 150, 160 years old, 
even over 300 years old. That is fraud. 
And we all are very hopeful that we are 
going to be able to close that loop, find 
out who these individuals are, and 
make certain that they are prosecuted 
and that money is returned to the U.S. 
taxpayer. 

This is a huge step toward getting 
our fiscal house in order. Yet these sav-
ings that we are finding are only going 
to be made official and permanent 
when we put them into the congres-
sional budget. 

Now, we all know that this requires 
us to go through the rescission process. 
This requires us to codify these reduc-
tions so that they are removed from 
the budget in future years. 

We know that that is going to re-
quire us to get back to regular order on 
the budget as we go through this proc-
ess, as we work through reconcili-
ations, making certain there is a clear 
path to end continuing resolutions, re-
turn to regular order, return to a budg-
et document, and be able to deliver. 

I will tell you this: When I talk to 
Tennesseans, they want transparency. I 
think one of the things they have so 
appreciated about DOGE is that they 
have a website. They are putting all of 
this information on the website. They 
are putting it on their X account, but 
they are showing the American people 
what they are doing, where they are 
finding waste, where they are finding 
fraud, and how they are being able to 
address this. 

This means that as we work through 
this, we are going to have to take our 
actions. We are going to have to return 
to that regular order. We are going to 
have to bring these spending bills to 
the floor, and we are going to have to 
insist and vote for and support a bal-
anced budget so that we begin to re-
duce, first, eliminate our deficit for the 
year, and then target balancing our 
Federal budget and beginning to reduce 
our debt. 

I am so pleased that President Trump 
talked about this last night in his 
State of the Union Address because it 
is important not only for today, tomor-
row but for our children and grand-
children’s future. He mentioned this— 
the sovereignty, the stability of our 
Nation. 

What we want is to make the tough 
choices today, to make the spending 
reductions today, so that in the future, 
our children have a nation that is firm-
ly sovereign and is able to stand what-
ever comes our way. 

I think it is so interesting that in 
2010, the summer of 2010, Admiral 
Mullen was asked the question: What 
keeps you up at night; what worries 
you the most; what is our greatest 
threat to our Nation’s freedom? 

His response was our Nation’s debt, 
and we all know that debt has doubled 
since that point in 2010 when he made 
that comment. 
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