March 6, 2025

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I remind
many of my constituents in the 12th
Congressional District that I hear you
and I understand the pain and the fear
that you all are going through as you
continue to hear about the $880 billion
in Medicaid cuts.

The budget proposal, that over-
whelmingly on party lines Republicans
supported, cuts the very health cov-
erage for those that only use it for
long-term care. Families and parents
that have a child with disabilities and
special needs rely heavily on this.

I remind you all, the Trump adminis-
tration continues to really attack the
values that we have in regard to taking
care of our most vulnerable. However,
shredding the Constitution—that is
what I kept really seeing as I contin-
ued to watch the joint address. He is il-
legally dismantling—I say illegally,
not me, but the judges continue to say
that it is illegal—dismantling Federal
agencies that we have authorized to
provide services for our families.

Mr. Speaker, I remind folks that 60
percent of Americans live paycheck to
paycheck. In Michigan, 2.6 million resi-
dents have Medicaid. We have got to
stick with the people, not the billion-
aires.

———

WE NEED THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, it is all
over the news this morning.

In just a few hours, it is expected
that Donald Trump will sign an execu-
tive order to shut down the Depart-
ment of Education. I condemn that in
the strongest possible terms.

This will slash support for students
with disabilities, undermine schools in
rural communities, and also eliminate
the civil rights protections that people
fought and died for.

This executive order will be an ille-
gal and unconstitutional abuse of
power. An act of Congress created the
Department of Education and only an
act of Congress can dismantle it, and
we will fight that.

Last month, I introduced H. Res. 94
in defense of public education. We have
more than 80 colleagues on that resolu-
tion. I want everyone to join us in sign-
ing that. Do not let them bulldoze our
public education system.

They are going to try to justify it by
saying we have to return authority to
States and local school boards, but
they already have the authority. The
Department of Education and the Fed-
eral Government don’t set curriculum.
They don’t decide how many kids are
in each class. What the Department of
Education does is it protects civil
rights, gives support to students who
are low income and students with dis-
abilities.

Mr. Speaker, we will fight the efforts
to defund this important work. If we
can’t legislate, we will litigate, but we
will not back down.
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HONORING SYLVESTER TURNER: A
FRIEND, A COLLEAGUE, AND A
CONFIDANT

(Mr. FIELDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FIELDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart in honor of
my friend, my colleague, and my con-
fidant, Sylvester Turner.

It is not often one gets the oppor-
tunity to serve alongside of a person
like Sylvester Turner, one of the finest
public servants this Nation has ever
known.

Each and every day, we worked in
this Chamber and sat side by side, cen-
ter aisle, row five, seat one and two. I
called him Mr. Mayor.

Sylvester’s brilliance was in crafting
policy that served the underrep-
resented and became an inspiration to
me. After storms devastated his region,
we stood shoulder to shoulder, fighting
for disaster relief funds, building recov-
ery plans that now protect millions.

As mayor, he transformed Houston’s
infrastructure, expanded economic op-
portunity, and navigated the city
through unprecedented challenges with
grace and determination.

In our private moments, Sylvester
would say things like: Cleo, let me just
tell you, we are not here for titles. We
are here for the people who will never
walk these Halls. That was the meas-
ure of an extraordinary man.

As I remember my friend, he was not
only just an accomplished legislator
and mayor, but a man whose friendship
and dedication made America a better
place for all of us.

RECOGNIZING PAUL TAZEWELL

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to recognize Mr. Paul Tazewell as
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District
Champion of the Week for winning an
Academy Award for his costume design
work in the movie “Wicked.”

Paul’s first Academy Award will join
a crowded trophy case that contains an
American Cinematheque Award and a
British Academy Film Award, both for
his costume design in ‘“Wicked.” He
also won Critics Choice and Costume
Designers Guild Awards for his work on
the film.

While this is Paul’s first win at the
Oscars, he was also nominated for cos-
tume design in the 2022 film adaptation
of the “West Side Story.”

Paul, a 1982 Buchtel High School
graduate, proudly acknowledged during
his acceptance speech that he is the
first Black man to win an Oscar for
costume design, to a resounding crowd
and a standing ovation. I don’t know if
he could hear us while he was up on
stage, but our entire community in
Akron was standing up and cheering
him on when we heard his name called.
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He later shared, ‘I have evolved into
that inspiring figure that I had been
longing to emulate as a developing de-
signer. I receive this beautiful recogni-
tion with immense pride and I dedicate
it to everyone who has the dream to
fly.”

Mr. Speaker, I, again, congratulate
Paul Tazewell on this amazing accom-
plishment. He has certainly made our
community proud, and he is a shining
example of why Ohio’s 13th Congres-
sional District is the birthplace of
champions.

——
FIGHTING FOR OUR VETERANS

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, my Pennsylvania district is
home to more than 32,000 veterans,
many of whom rely on physical and
mental health care from three VA med-
ical centers: Lebanon in Berks County,
Coatesville in West Norriton, and
Philadelphia for Montgomery County.

Yet, because of President Trump, the
VA, which cares for more than 9 mil-
lion veterans nationwide, has been
gravely weakened. Already in
Coatesville and Philadelphia, they
were forced to rescind job offers to phy-
sicians and to lay off administrative
and clerical staff.

The Trump administration has jeop-
ardized care, putting lives and health
at risk. Many of the brave men and
women who serve in our Armed Forces
continue to serve our Nation in the ci-
vilian workforce, including in the VA.

So far, 1,400 employees have been dis-
missed and an internal memo shows
80,000 more to come—the firing of 80,000
VA workers.

DOGE and this incompetent, chaotic
administration are breaking our most
sacred promise to our veterans. They
fought for us; we must fight for them.

——

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS ARE
YOUR HARD-EARNED BENEFITS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, my mes-
sage today is an alert for Social Secu-
rity recipients. Pay attention to what
billionaire Elon Musk is doing with
your hard-earned Social Security bene-
fits.

Musk is coming after your Social Se-
curity. The top administrator of the
Social Security administration says
that Musk’s DOGE boys are trying to
break the system entirely. That will
stop your hard-earned benefits from
reaching seniors and eligible recipi-
ents.

Social Security benefits are your
hard-earned benefits. They don’t be-
long to billionaire Elon Musk. Ameri-
cans work hard to earn their Social Se-
curity retirement and be secure as they
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