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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WIED).

——————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 8, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ToNy WIED

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2026, the Chair will now recognize
Members from lists submitted by the
majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

—————

LESSONS FROM CARACAS

(Mr. McCLINTOCK of California was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
there is much to unpack from the ar-
rest of Venezuelan dictator Nicolas
Maduro. Above all, there is the stark
contrast between the American social-
ists who are bitterly denouncing the
ouster of this socialist dictator and the
masses of ordinary Venezuelans cele-
brating their deliverance from him.

Socialism under Chavez and Maduro
utterly destroyed the prosperity and
freedom of Venezuela, reducing it from

one of the wealthiest nations in the
world to one of the poorest. Like all so-
cialist regimes, the Chavistas depend
on brutal intimidation, terrorism, and
violence to maintain their grip on
power. A third of the population has
now fled that afflicted nation. With
Maduro’s ouster, this diaspora of so-
cialism’s victims finally see a cause for
hope, and they are rejoicing in the
streets.

This should be a warning to our fel-
low Americans who today are flirting
with the same socialist movement in
our own country. It has long been
foretold that when socialism comes to
America, it will come as a smile.

Venezuelans are not the first to be
seduced by the siren song of a benevo-
lent and all-powerful government. Like
every people who have blundered down
that road, they awakened one morning
to find the benevolence was gone and
the all-powerful government was still
there. Let that be a lesson to our mis-
guided countrymen.

This should also be a warning to our
adversaries around the world that the
Monroe Doctrine has been revived and
that America is again willing and capa-
ble of defending the New World from
the intrigues of the old.

Every thug and despot around the
world has new reason to fear the an-
cient warning: sic semper tyrannis.

Mr. Speaker, has the President acted
within his inherent authority as Com-
mander in Chief? The Federal courts
have already answered that question
time and again including the attacks
on Libya by Obama and the arrest of
Noriega by Bush. They have consist-
ently ruled that these nearly identical
precedents were within the preroga-
tives of the President and that Con-
gress just as consistently has acqui-
esced.

As law professor Jonathan Turley put
it: *“If Obama can vaporize an Amer-
ican citizen without even a criminal
charge, Trump can capture a foreign

citizen with a pending criminal indict-
ment without prior congressional ap-
proval.”

This is an important debate that goes
to the heart of the separation of powers
and one that we ought to have. The
Constitutional Convention originally
considered giving Congress the exclu-
sive power to make war. Elbridge
Gerry successfully replaced ‘“make
war’’ with ‘‘declare war.”

Madison explained this distinction as
‘‘leaving to the executive the power to
repel sudden attacks.” That distinction
has been widened over the centuries,
and perhaps it is time to take a fresh
look at this question of what distin-
guishes declaring war from making
war.

In 1847, Congressman Abraham Lin-
coln addressed this very point and un-
successfully argued that once the exec-
utive initiates a hostile act against a
foreign power, it has, in fact, declared
war by giving that power casus belli.
He said that reacting to a military at-
tack is one thing, but initiating an at-
tack is quite another.

Personally, I think he had a point. I
disagree with the current precedents,
although I find it hard to fault the
President from acting within them.

Restoring the many guardrails that
separate executive, legislative, and ju-
dicial powers in our Constitution would
be a fitting way for Congress to cele-
brate our Nation’s 250th anniversary.
The Supreme Court is doing its part by
restoring the President’s exclusive con-
trol over executive agencies, and per-
haps it will soon restore Congress’ ex-
clusive control over tariffs. I certainly
hope so.

Reasserting Congress’ supremacy and
the momentous question of war and
peace will require a serious and sober
discussion in Congress. When I hear the
hyperbolic and hyperpartisan rhetoric
of the Democrats in this House with
their hatred of Donald Trump dripping
from every word, I fear that discussion
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must await calmer times, cooler heads,
and wiser voices.

In the meantime, let us rejoice in the
fruits of this action. They include the
removal of the worst despot in the
Western Hemisphere; the revival of the
Monroe Doctrine; the ejection of ma-
lignant powers insinuating themselves
into Latin America; the unmistakable
warning to tyrants around the world
that America is back; the triumph of
American arms; and most of all, set-
ting the stage for the return of liberty,
justice, and prosperity to the people of
Venezuela.

———

RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF
STENY HOYER

(Mr. HOYER of Maryland was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I would
ask Mr. SCALISE: Where is my 1 minute
when I need it?

Mr. Speaker, I thank my dear and
close friends, STEVE WOMACK and
Madam Speaker, for being here. I also
thank my colleagues and my dear
friends, Majority Leader SCALISE and
Majority Whip EMMER, for being here.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with, obvi-
ously, mixed emotions and reluctant
conviction. There is a true story I have
told many times over the past 60 years.
It is about a young man—myself—who
was a student at the University of
Maryland, College Park, just a few
miles from this place.

As a freshman, like many young peo-
ple, I lacked a vision for my future. I
nearly flunked out of college and didn’t
enroll in the 1958 fall semester. Fortu-
nately for me, I reenrolled the fol-
lowing spring.

It was the spring convocation of
April 27, 1959. Classes were canceled
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we could
all go hear the guest speaker. Frankly,
I had not planned to attend. However, 1
was walking up the hill near Cole Field
House where the event was located. I
saw our guest drive up in a 1958 Pontiac
convertible. That, Mr. Speaker, was a
cool car. It was so cool that I decided
to go to this convocation.

That walk was my road to Damascus.
It changed my life. The speaker was
John F. Kennedy. In his remarks, he
urged us to do our duty in those days of
world chaos. In particular, he charged
us students to become more active in
our communities. NANCY heard those
same words.

Like many hundreds of thousands of
young people, I was deeply inspired by
Senator Kennedy and his words. Jack
Kemp, who was my colleague when I
first came here, had a similar story. A
week later, I changed my major from
business to political science.

Mr. Speaker, 7 years later, in 1966, 5
months out of Georgetown Law School,
I was elected to the Maryland State
Senate. Mr. Speaker, 15 years after
that, in 1981, the voters of the Fifth
District elected me to the United
States House of Representatives.
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I stand here now, after some 60 years
in public service, including nearly 45
years as a Member of this House. I have
won elections and lost a couple. I cele-
brated triumphs and suffered setbacks.
I enjoyed friendships and endured hard-
ships.

As the song says: ‘‘Some days are
diamonds. Some days are stone.” Hap-
pily, I have experienced more diamonds
than stone.

Shakespeare advised us all: ‘‘This
above all: to thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the
day, Thou canst not then be false to
any man.”’

In that vein, Mr. Speaker, I have de-
cided not to seek another term in the
people’s House. I make this decision
with sadness, for I love this House, an
institution the Framers designed to re-
flect the will of the American people
and to serve as the guardian of their
liberty and their democracy.

Through the past 45 years, I have
come to know many good, decent, and
patriotic Members chosen by their
neighbors to represent them. They
come from both parties and all parts of
the ideological spectrum.

The Congress I entered in 1981 was
somewhat different. Most Republicans
and Democrats worked together in a
collegial and productive way. The lead-
ers of the House, Tip O’Neill and Bob
Michael, fostered that environment. It
was, of course, not a Congress without
conflict.

In the year to come, I will have much
more to say about the issues we have
grappled with and the ways this House
has changed during my time. At the
outset, I have said that I spoke with re-
luctant conviction. That reluctance is
because I am deeply concerned that
this House is not living up to the
Founders’ goals.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to examine their
conscience, renew their courage, and
carry out the responsibilities that the
first Article of the Constitution de-
mands. Only in that way can we ensure
that our 250 years will be a preface to
a stronger and brighter beacon in a free
and principled democracy. It will be a
nation of laws, not of men. It will be a
nation respected around the world for
its strength, certainly, but even more
for the ideals it represents and the jus-
tice with which it acts.

That effort must extend beyond this
House. I fear that America is heading
not toward greatness but toward small-
ness, pettiness, divisiveness, lawless-
ness, and disdainfulness.

We must respect and love one an-
other. We must remember that we are
not great or unique because we say we
are great but because we are just, gen-
erous, and fair.

I hope that spirit can guide us the
rest of this Congress because I still
have much I want to do in the coming
year, not least of which is keeping the
government open. To do that, we must
send all our appropriations bills to the
President in a bipartisan and timely
fashion.
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There are many people I intend to
thank in the coming months, but here
are a few I will recognize now:

First, my family, who has borne
much of the burden of my service. I ask
them to stand.
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To my late wife, Judy, who died too
young and gave so much.

To my beloved daughters, Susan,
Stefany, and Anne, who paid a price for
Dad’s absences.

To my grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, for giving me great joy.

To my mother, who thankfully lived
to see her son become the president of
the Maryland State Senate.

To my staff, for serving me and their
Nation with great loyalty and ability.

To my colleagues, for trusting me
with leadership.

To the people of Prince George’s
County, particularly the African-Amer-
ican community, without whom I
would not have won my elections.

To the people of Maryland’s Fifth
District, who gave me a majority of
their votes 23 times.

To my wife, Dr. Elaine Kamarck, who
has made my life whole and happy.
Thank you, Babe.

And to God, for sending me down this
road so many years ago that I call the
“Road to Damascus.”

I thank all of my colleagues—ex-
traordinary people, decent people, peo-
ple whom their neighbors respect and
sent here. The only way they got here
was through their neighbors saying
that they wanted them to represent
them.

I thank you all.

Mr. Speaker, with tremendous grati-
tude, I yield back.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOMACK). To my friend, Mr. HOYER,
you have served your district, your
State, and your country with dignity
and honor, and the institution wishes
you Godspeed.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
STENY HOYER

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, before I get into my pri-
mary remarks, for which I was going to
rise, I reflect on 18 years ago when I
came into the House of Representa-
tives.

Some of my staff had been on the Hill
for, actually, a couple of decades at
that point.

My chief of staff said: If there was
ever a Democratic Member of Congress
who literally represents the term
“‘statesman,’ it is STENY HOYER.

He truly is. He has not failed at that
task, and so I offer my congratulations
on his announced retirement and my
thanks for his service as a statesman,
especially at a time of what we have
been living through, of growing divi-
siveness.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight
some of the great work that my office
delivered in 2025 that was reflected in
my year-end report.

Last year was full of legislative vic-
tories. From ensuring more milk op-
tions in public schools to making cer-
tain that rural schools receive the
funding that they need, we continue to
deliver for Pennsylvania’s 15th Con-
gressional District.

I was proud to lead the charge to
bring whole milk back into our
schools, push for the largest invest-
ment in American agriculture in a gen-
eration, advocate for career and tech-
nical education, and establish a Fed-
eral regulatory framework for digital
assets like cryptocurrency.

On the policy front, I helped to en-
sure the passage of the Secure Rural
Schools Reauthorization Act. I secured
numerous provisions in the Working
Families Tax Cuts Act, which benefited
American agriculture, as well as a pro-
vision authorizing Workforce Pell
Grants.

The Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act
will soon be signed into law, and the
House approved both my Digital Asset
Market Clarity Act of 2025 and the U.S.
Grain Standards Reauthorization Act
of 2025.

At home, I was honored to nominate
seven exceptional students to our Na-
tion’s service academies, celebrated a
talented young artist, and delivered
more than $6.1 million in Federal fund-
ing for nine excellent community
projects.

My office responded to more than
81,000 constituent letters, answered
nearly 8,000 phone calls, and closed
nearly 1,600 constituent cases, helping
folks navigate the Federal agencies
and Federal bureaucracy.

The most rewarding part of being a
Representative is helping individuals
and families get the assistance that
they need. Throughout the year, my
staff hosts office hours across the 18
counties in the 156th Congressional Dis-
trict to assist constituents with issues
related to the Social Security Adminis-
tration, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, IRS, and other Federal agencies.
Appointments are not necessary, and 1
am pleased that we are available to
help those in need. Personally, I hosted
over 1,200 meetings in 2025 and spon-
sored and cosponsored 183 bills.

Mr. Speaker, as many around the
Capitol complex know, I often come to
this floor to share good news from
Pennsylvania’s 156th Congressional Dis-
trict. I spoke 91 days on the House floor
in 2025, delivering 120 speeches. I am
glad to have had the ability to commu-
nicate with my constituents in this
way and to recognize their achieve-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the people of
the 15th Congressional District for al-
lowing me the privilege to be their
voice in Congress, and I firmly believe
that our best days lie ahead. I look for-
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ward to working hard in 2026 to con-
tinue to earn their support.

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
STENY HOYER

(Ms. PELOSI of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, today is a
day of joy but also a day of some sad-
ness that our great leader, STENY
HOYER, has announced his retirement
from Congress.

He still has another year. He still has
another year, and I know a lot will
come.

I join the gentleman in saluting
Elaine, Stefany, Susan, Anne, and
Judy. Judy—we loved Judy when she
was here, and now we rejoice in the
gentleman’s happiness with Elaine.

My colleagues, we all know that
STENY HOYER has been a pillar of
strength in the House of Representa-
tives and a champion for the people of
Maryland for more than four decades.
His patriotism, mastery of the legisla-
tive process, and steadfast commit-
ment to America’s working families
have left an indelible, positive mark on
our Nation.

STENY has been a steady presence in
our Caucus and the Democratic leader-
ship and a valued colleague. He has
been a great leader in bipartisanship in
this body. He spoke in his remarks of
how it was when he came here. Many of
us were here at that time. We didn’t
get along because we always agreed; we
got along because we respected the dif-
ferences that we brought in rep-
resenting our districts. It was a very
positive time, which he harkened us
back to and challenged us to return to.

I thank STENY.

Mr. Speaker, his deep knowledge of
the institution, respect for its tradi-
tions, and commitment to public serv-
ice have earned him the admiration of
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

Personally, STENY has not only been
a trusted partner in leadership but a
dear friend. He mentioned the Presi-
dency of John F. Kennedy. When Presi-
dent Kennedy was President, STENY
and I worked in the office of Danny
Brewster of Maryland. That is when I
got to know him. I was just out of
school. He was in law school. Sadly, we
saw the assassination of the President,
and that was a horrible thing.

As he concludes his extraordinary
leadership and service in the Congress,
we celebrate his legacy of decency and
devotion to our country. He has been
just so remarkable. Our gratitude to
him and his family is boundless, and we
wish them every happiness in the years
ahead.

STENY has been a leader to us and a
mentor to many. He has really been an
example of leadership and can be
viewed as one of the most substantial,
respected Members of Congress in the
history of this body.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HOYER for
his leadership.
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RECOGNIZING DOUG MCMILLON

(Mr. WOMACK of Arkansas was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I also
offer my personal thanks and congratu-
lations to my dear friend, STENY
HOYER, on the announcement that he
has made today. We wish him the very
best.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to a great friend and fellow north-
west Arkansan, Doug McMillon, who
steps away at the end of this month
from a 12-year run as chief executive
officer of Fortune 1, Walmart, in
Bentonville, Arkansas.

Doug’s is a story of incredible Amer-
ican success. Much like the company
he has led, his journey started with
humble beginnings.

At 16, Doug’s family moved from
Jonesboro, Arkansas, to Bentonville.
The eldest of three children, Doug was
a guard on the Bentonville High School
Tigers basketball team. I had the privi-
lege of watching him play high school
sports with no way of knowing where
his dreams and ambitions would take
him.
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He began his career at Walmart as an
hourly associate in 1984, picking orders
and unloading trailers in the ware-
house. He attended the University of
Arkansas and worked part time at the
Bank of Bentonville. Later, he enrolled
in the MBA program at the University
of Tulsa.

He later became an assistant man-
ager at Walmart Store 894 in Tulsa,
and that launched a career with the
Nation’s leading retailer, with pro-
motions to CEO of Sam’s Club in 2005,
Walmart International in 2009, and fi-
nally CEO of the entire enterprise in
2014.

With a market cap of $195 billion,
under his tenure Walmart’s value has
increased by more than 350 percent and
a current market cap of around $900
billion. His leadership in the company’s
digitization and strong e-commerce
platforms was a major shift for the
company from that as a brick-and-mor-
tar company to an omnichannel re-
tailer.

Supply chain automation in ware-
houses and major pay increases for
hourly associates were instrumental in
his visionary leadership and success.

Mr. Speaker, I could speak volumes
about Doug McMillon’s legacy. Suffice
it to say, his quiet and patient de-
meanor, his bold and innovative leader-
ship, and his commitment to the share-
holders and associates of Walmart
make him one of America’s true suc-
cess stories, and not only that, but his
spirit of charity and funding opportuni-
ties for young entrepreneurs and in
healthcare for fellow citizens.

I am proud of what he has accom-
plished and the inspiration he has
given to thousands of people who have
had the privilege of serving under his
leadership.
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Mr. Speaker, I know Doug McMillon
well enough to know that he would be
embarrassed by all of this fuss that we
are making about him. That is who he
is, but this tribute is well deserved.
Few among us have lived the American
Dream like he has, and what a dif-
ference he has made.

Mr. Speaker, I say to Doug and Shel-
ley: Well done. I know I speak for a lot
of people. I thank him for his example
of selfless service and his commitment
to helping his fellow man. Godspeed
and may he enjoy a well-earned retire-
ment.

————

FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF
ARIZONA MASS SHOOTING

(Mr. STANTON of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark a solemn anniversary.

Fifteen years ago today, Congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords was doing
her job, holding a ‘‘Congress on Your
Corner” event at a grocery store in
Tucson, standing outside in the Janu-
ary sunshine, listening to her constitu-
ents, figuring out how she could help
them.

Then the unthinkable happened. In
an instant, this moment of democracy
turned into a tragedy. A gunman tar-
geting Congresswoman Giffords killed
six of our fellow Arizonans: Federal
Judge John Roll, a dedicated public
servant; Dorothy Morris, Phyllis
Schneck, Dorwan Stoddard, beloved
members of the community; 9-year-old
Christina-Taylor Green, born on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, a budding public serv-
ant who had just been elected to her
middle school student council; and
Gabe Zimmerman, Gabby’s director of
community research who died doing
the work that he loved.

Thirteen others were wounded, in-
cluding Congresswoman Gabrielle Gif-
fords. She survived a gunshot wound to
her head through the sheer force of her
will, exceptional medical care, and the
unwavering support of her husband,
Captain MARK KELLY.

I worked closely with Gabby when
she was in the State legislature, and I
served on the Phoenix City Council.
She was a singularly talented leader,
brilliant and tough as nails, with the
rare gift for bringing people together.
There is no doubt in my mind that if it
were not for that day, Gabby Giffords
would be sitting in the United States
Senate right now or the Governor’s of-
fice, maybe even the White House.

We have seen the consequences when
political disagreements metastasize
into something darker. In the last few
years, political violence has increased
in frequency and intensity, and this vi-
olence has been directed at both Re-
publicans and Democrats.

Gabby Giffords herself has shown us
the path forward. Despite a long and
difficult recovery that continues to
this very day, she has transformed un-
imaginable tragedy into courageous ac-
tion.
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Through GIFFORDS, the organiza-
tion she cofounded with MARK KELLY,
she leads the fight for a future free
from gun violence, not with bitterness,
but with courage, determination, and
with hope.

Her example stands as a rebuke to
the cynicism that too often character-
izes our politics. Gabby reminds us
that we can disagree and disagree
strongly while still recognizing the
fundamental humanity in one another.
We can fight for our principles without
demonizing our opponents.

On this 156th anniversary, we honor
those who we lost by recommitting
ourselves to the work that they be-
lieved in, a democracy where disagree-
ment is not just tolerated but cele-
brated, where robust debate strength-
ens rather than threatens our institu-
tions, and where every American can
engage in civic life without fear.

That is the America Gabby Giffords
fought for then. That is the America
she fights for now, and that is the
America we must build together.

————

HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL
KEITH CONNOLLY

(Mr. CISCOMANI of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Brigadier General Keith
Connolly, who sadly passed away on
Christmas Eve.

Keith lived a life defined by service,
by family, and by purpose. He was mar-
ried to his wife, Pat, for 65 years, and
together they raised four children and
were blessed with nine grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren, with an-
other expected this spring.

A devoted husband, father, and
friend, Keith chose a life of service to
his country. He served with distinction
for 33 years in the United States Air
Force as a general officer and a fighter
pilot, flying more than 4,800 hours and
serving across the United States and
overseas, including in Japan, Thailand,
and Vietnam. He was awarded two Le-
gions of Merit and seven Air Medals for
combat missions, primarily in the Pa-
cific theater.

After retiring to Tucson in 1990,
Keith continued serving veterans at
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, volun-
teering more than 23,000 hours over 26
years, helping veterans navigate VA
claims. He also recruited and mentored
volunteers, assisting thousands
through tax assistance programs, and
he shared his passion for aviation
through the Pima Air & Space Mu-
seum.

In 2016, Keith was inducted into the
Arizona State Veterans Hall of Fame
in recognition of his many years of vol-
unteer service.

It was an honor to recognize General
Connolly as part of the initial Veteran
Servant Leader Award that I have the
pleasure and the honor of conducting
every year.

General Keith Connolly’s life re-
flected deep love for his family, his
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community, and his country. His leg-
acy of service will endure.

Mr. Speaker, I thank him for his
service and may he rest in peace.
RECOGNIZING MICA MOUNTAIN FOOTBALL STATE

CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Mica Mountain
High School’s football team on winning
the championship for the second year
in a row.

Number 7 Mica Mountain Thunder-
bolts defeated number 1 undefeated Ar-
cadia High School with a score of 42-17.
Mica Mountain started the season 2-2
and ultimately finished 12-2. It was the
first time a southern Arizona school re-
peated as champions among the big-
school ranks since 1976 and 1977.

Head Coach and Mica Mountain As-
sistant Principal Jay Campos led the
Thunderbolts to their second consecu-
tive State championship and the first
of his coaching career.

Evan Wheeler finished with 194 yards
and three touchdowns which earned
him both offensive and overall MVP.

Sergio Raygada had an 18-yard pick
six and was named the defensive MVP.

Mr. Speaker, this team has made
their school and community very
proud. This was a great victory for the
Thunderbolts and one they earned. I
congratulate them on yet another suc-
cessful season.

———

CELEBRATING THE MEMORY OF
DOLORES OWENS

(Mr. CORREA of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to celebrate the memory of one of
my constituents, Dolores Owens.

She came to Santa Ana 60 years ago
when she married Dewey Flournoy, and
together they raised five boys. After
Dewey’s passing, Dolores later married
Neddie Owens and continued to build a
life rooted in love, family, and faith in
Santa Ana.

Dolores was a strong and active
woman, always cooking for her family,
even at the age of 92. She had a deep
love for the word of God and a heart for
giving, donating to community. When-
ever she found anybody in need, she
would give, no questions asked. She
was a true example of a strong woman
and a loving mother who took care of
everybody in her community.

Mr. Speaker, my prayers are with her
family.

RECOGNIZING THE 20256 CONGRESSIONAL APP

CHALLENGE WINNER

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize the winner of the 2025
Congressional App Challenge in my dis-
trict, Xiong Yi.

Xiong’s app, MathFluent, helps stu-
dents understand math by trans-
forming complicated equations into
helpful visualized stories. Users can
input an equation or a problem, and
MathFluent will generate a story or
art piece that helps explain the solu-
tion.
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Xiong is a student at Fairmont Prep
Academy in my home city of Anaheim,
and he is a perfect example of how the
21st century students are incorporating
technology into their educational expe-
rience.

Mr. Speaker, today I congratulate
Xiong on a well-deserved honor.

JANUARY 6 FIVE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, 5 years
ago, I was on this floor when insurrec-
tionists stormed the Capitol to inter-
fere with the peaceful transfer of
power.

On this anniversary, I remember the
brave Capitol police officers who put
their lives on the line to protect not
only Members of Congress but Amer-
ica’s democracy. Today, in 2026, polit-
ical violence continues to threaten the
fabric of our society and of our coun-
try.

I hope as we reflect back on January
6 that we look at those memories as a
lesson that we have to stand together
and we have to fight, not with violence,
but with debate, looking at each other
with understanding the way we have
done in this great democratic country
for over 250 years.

That night of January 6, it was both
Republicans and Democrats that came
together after the insurrection that
night to make sure we completed the
peaceful transfer of power and make
sure that democracy continued to reign
in America.

———

RECOGNIZING JIM MONAGHAN

(Mr. LAWLER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the incredible ca-
reer of Jim Monaghan, a dedicated pub-
lic servant who has spent a lifetime
serving the people of Stony Point.

Jim’s public service began with a 29-
year career in the New York City Po-
lice Department, where he rose to the
rank of lieutenant. From January 2016
through this past December, he served
as the town supervisor of Stony Point,
focusing on affordability for families
and seniors and ensuring public safety.
Before becoming town supervisor, Jim
served for 2 years on the town board.

A lifelong Rockland County resident,
Jim and his wife, Jackie, have lived in
Stony Point for 30 years with their two
children and now their grandchildren.
Community and family remain central
to his life. Jim and his wife are active
parishioners at Immaculate Conception
Church and have volunteered in com-
munity sports programs and nonprofits
throughout the county.

As Jim retires after a long career
serving the people of Stony Point,
Rockland County, and New York, I am
proud to recognize my good friend, Jim
Monaghan, for his many contributions
to our community. May this next chap-
ter for him be just as fulfilling as the
last.
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HONORING ANTHONY ADAMO

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Anthony
Adamo, southern region president of
the Civil Service Employees Associa-
tion who passed away this week at the
age of 46.

Born in Flushing, Queens, Anthony
graduated from New Paltz High School
and began his career at SUNY New
Paltz in 1999. Not long after, he stepped
up as a union activist in CSEA’s SUNY
New Paltz Local working as a shop
steward and grievance representative,
driven by his belief in standing up for
the working people.

In 2009, Anthony was elected as the
local president, a position he held for
10 years, during which he also served as
the chair of the union’s statewide po-
litical action committee.

In 2019, he became southern region
president and was reelected by his
peers again in 2024. Additionally, An-
thony served as an AFSCME delegate
and vice president of the New York
State AFL-CIO.

Anthony embodied the very spirit of
union leadership: passionate, hard-
working, and unwavering in his com-
mitment to others. His legacy will live
on through the countless lives he
touched and the workers he proudly
fought for. He was a great friend, an
honest broker, and a true New Yorker.
I will miss my friend dearly, and may
he be at peace.

HONORING JOHN ‘‘SP0O’’ ESPOSITO

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of John ‘“Spo”’
Esposito, a remarkable young man
from my district. John passed away
peacefully on December 28 at just 25
years old.

John grew up in Somers, New York,
where he graduated from Somers High
School in 2018. A proud student-ath-
lete, he was a member of the 2016 New
York State Championship varsity foot-
ball team, as well as the track and bas-
ketball teams, forming lifelong friend-
ships.

John went on to attend
Manhattanville University earning his
business degree in 2023. He pursued his
entrepreneurial spirit by working at
B&E Sports Collectibles and starting
his own business, Eye On The Ball
Sports Collectibles, alongside his
brother Joey, combining his love of
sports with his ambition and his fam-
ily.

Beyond his accomplishments, John
was defined by his heart. An avid Yan-
kees fan, he remained deeply connected
to his community as a member of the
New York Bombers, a blind beep base-
ball team, and showed us all what it
means to persevere with humor, cour-
age, and grace.

My deepest condolences go out to
John’s parents, Joe and Patti; his
brothers, Joey and Michael; and every-
one who had the privilege of knowing
him.

May God bless his memory.
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HONORING LAYLA ELIZABETH SO

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Layla Eliza-
beth So, a remarkable young lady from
Pearl River, New York, whose kindness
and creativity touched everyone who
knew her. Layla passed away on Au-
gust 7, 2024, after a heroic 2-year battle
with cancer.

Layla grew up in Pearl River, New
York. She attended Lincoln Avenue El-
ementary, Pearl River Middle School,
and was a rising sophomore at Pearl
River High School where she earned
High Honor Roll.

Layla excelled on the varsity bowling
team, earning the most improved play-
er award. She also participated in the
marine science club, enjoyed baking,
and volunteered at Pearl River Li-
brary.

One of Layla’s proudest accomplish-
ments was being a founding member of
Eagle Scout Troop 97G in New City.
Her Eagle Project, completed post-
humously by Troop 97, transformed 10
55-gallon steel drums into decorative
trash cans for the town of Orangetown
and earned her the title of Eagle Scout
after her final board of review in which
she also became a Life Scout.

Layla’s legacy reminds us that life
isn’t always numbered in years but in
the impact we leave behind. Though
her time with us and in our community
was far too short, Layla’s ambition and
kindness will endure. May her memory
always be a blessing.

HONORING PIETER GROSBECK

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of an extraor-
dinary Orangeburg resident, Pieter
Grosbeck, who passed away at the be-
ginning of December due to a 9/11-re-
lated illness.

A proud Eagle Scout, a graduate of
Tappan Zee High School and of Rock-
land Community College, Pieter dedi-
cated his life to serving others. After
working as a technician for ITT in Ant-
arctica, Pieter began his career in pub-
lic safety with the NYPD in 1984, serv-
ing as a patrolman in the 44th Precinct
in the South Bronx.

In 1990, Pieter continued his career
by joining the FDNY where he was
later assigned to Engine Company 3 in
Chelsea and later transferred to Bat-
talion 7, serving with distinction until
his retirement in 2018.

Pieter devoted 45 years of volunteer
service to the Blauvelt Volunteer Fire
Company, serving as president, chief on
three occasions, and an active board
member, being awarded life member-
ship in 2019.

He was a loving husband to his wife,
Lisa, for 32 years; a devoted friend; and
a man who consistently put others be-
fore himself. I extend my deepest con-
dolences to his family, his fellow fire-
fighters, and all those who had the
privilege of knowing him.

May his memory be a blessing.
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL BLOOD
DONOR MONTH

(Mr. LATIMER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Blood
Donor Month, which takes place each

January, and to thank our fellow
Americans who voluntarily donate
blood.

As a proud blood donor myself, I
commend the New York Blood Center
and all the community blood centers
across the United States that provide a
lifeline to people and patients in our
hospitals.

This week the center declared a blood
emergency.

A single blood donation can save up
to three lives, making the work of our
community blood centers and the gen-
erosity of the employees and the volun-
teer blood donors who contribute their
work extremely important.

NYBC has been serving New Yorkers
with lifesaving blood products since
1964. Today, as part of the New York
Blood Center Enterprises, that mission
extends far beyond New York. To-
gether, they serve 75 million people and
provide 1 million blood products annu-
ally to over 400 hospitals.

From newborns and their mothers to
cancer patients and trauma victims,
community blood centers provide pa-
tients with the blood that keeps them
alive. This month and always, I thank
them.

SALUTING THE WORK OF PORT CHESTER
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
salute the work of those who are lead-
ers and members of the Port Chester
Historical Society. Their volunteer ef-
forts have kept alive the memories and
stories of the years past that represent
the foundation of the village of Port
Chester today.

Led by president Jordan Allen, the
society has maintained the historic
Bush-Lyon Homestead and has been
able to follow through with a host of
different items for this building that
was built in 1760, involving the commu-
nity and activities at that site: cele-
bration of historic dates, fairs and fes-
tivals, and important seminars.

This month, in concert with the Vil-
lage of Port Chester and Westchester’s
Revolution 250, the society cosponsors
An Evening With Benjamin Franklin.
The society cosponsors that evening,
and he will visit us in the 21st century
to tell us a little bit about the 18th
century.

Also this month, the historical soci-
ety holds a workshop on research and
genealogy for interested adults who
want to do their own family research.
The energy and resources activated by
those in the society, Kikki Short, Toni
Sacco, Carolee Brakewood, Mike
DeVittorio, Lou Russo, Joanne
Bellantoni, and others, is one more ex-
ample of everyday Americans doing
their part to advance the story of
America.
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From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I salute the Port Chester
Historical Society.

PROTECTING DRIVERS FROM DANGEROUS
ELECTRIC VEHICLE BATTERY FIRES

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because this week I am proud to
introduce new legislation to protect
drivers from dangerous electric vehicle
battery fires with my colleague Con-
gressman BRIAN FITZPATRICK of Penn-
sylvania.

This bill called the Electric and Hy-
brid Vehicle Battery Safety Act of 2026,
H.R. 6948, comes in response to several
fatal EV accidents which occurred in
my district. The accidents involved ex-
tremely hot and difficult-to-fight
chemical battery blazes and have led to
loss of multiple lives.

I became aware of the lack of stand-
ards governing EV battery design and
heightened risks to passengers in EV
accidents, including electrical door re-
leases becoming disabled and lack of
information on EV firefighting tech-
niques and exposure to chemical toxins
from those fires.

This bipartisan bill addresses all of
those issues, requiring the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation standards for
battery safety, mandates for mechan-
ical door releases, disseminating best
practices for firefighters to tackle
these runaway blazes, and requiring a
study by HHS on the health risks to
firefighters.

These new standards will help assure
Americans that they are not taking
unnecessary risks every time they get
behind the wheel of an electric vehicle
and ensure our firefighters have the
most current knowledge and protection
to handle the latest in automotive
technology.

———

RECOGNIZING DAVID MCMAHON

(Mr. NORMAN of South Carolina was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an exceptional pub-
lic servant, David McMahon, whose ca-
reer reflects unwavering leadership,
unwavering patriotism, and a true
commitment to the security of Amer-
ica.

Dave has spent much of his life and
service to the State of South Carolina.
He grew up in Charleston and today
oversees the TSA operations at the
Charleston International Airport along
with five other airports all across
South Carolina. He has served as a Fed-
eral security director since January of
2020, managing operations and direct-
ing security efforts all across our great
State.

Dave’s record of service is both ex-
tensive, and it is remarkable. He has
served as an honorary commander with
the U.S. Coast Guard Base Charleston
through the Joint Base Charleston Pro-
gram and has made equally significant
contributions to national security pol-
icy through service and working on
various groups.
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Dave has had a distinguished record
of service. Prior to his time with the
Coast Guard, Dave served as the deputy
Federal security director for Minnesota
at the Minneapolis-Saint Paul Inter-
national Airport. He also played a piv-
otal role as a primary field leader for
Super Bowl LII.

From assistant Federal security di-
rector roles to active director posi-
tions, Dave has consistently delivered
strong leadership and results wherever
he was placed. Notably, in the early
days of TSA, Dave helped federalize six
airports while serving as a crisis man-
agement coordinator.

His lengthy service record goes on.
Prior to joining the TSA, Dave served
more than 4 years as a deputy sheriff
with the Dane County Sheriff’s Office
in Wisconsin. He also served our coun-
try for 12 years in the United States
Army, a tenure which included a com-
bat tour in Saudi Arabia and Iraq with
the 101st Airborne Division.

His military roles included criminal
investigator, patrol supervisor, SWAT/
sniper team lead, SWAT/police sniper
instructor, and military police officer
basic instructor. Dave also taught
criminal justice for Central Texas Col-
lege while stationed in OKkinawa,
Japan.

Dave’s life is one truly defined by his
service. His commitment to our com-
munity, to our great State, and to our
Nation has been unlimited. Above all,
Dave’s family has always been his
greatest source of strength. Dave has
been married to his wife, Jeanette, for
over 39 years, and together they have
raised two sons who continue their fa-
ther’s proud tradition of service as
members of the United States Air
Force.

Apart from his public service, Dave
enjoys being with family and spending
time outdoors. Dave McMahon is truly
a man of strong character. At every
moment, he has continually shown up
with integrity, with professionalism,
and with a commitment to making his
community safer. He represents the
very best of public service.

On behalf of the people of South
Carolina, I am proud to acknowledge
Dave McMahon for his decades of serv-
ice, his steadfast leadership, and the
example he sets for all of those who fol-
low in his path. As a father, as a sol-
dier, as a public servant and steadfast
South Carolinian, his story is a re-
minder of the impact one individual
can have when they devote their life to
the security and well-being of others.

On behalf of our great State of South
Carolina’s Fifth Congressional District,
I thank Dave McMahon and wish him
Godspeed in his well-deserved retire-
ment years.

——————

VENEZUELA

(Mr. ESPAILLAT of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, let us
make two things clear today, the
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things that I think are eminently im-
portant and that perhaps could find
consensus in this Chamber on both
sides of the aisle. In fact, I believe even
most countries across the world would
agree with those two things, maybe
even the United Nations and the Orga-
nization of American States could
agree with that, and I am confident
even the Vatican could agree with
that, and that is that Nicholas Maduro
was not the legitimate president of
Venezuela. The Venezuelan people were
neither free nor prosperous during his
corrupt regime.

O 1100

Here is another truth, Mr. Speaker,
that in no way conflicts with this first
one: The President of the United States
must come to Congress before ordering
a military engagement against any
country.

Mr. Speaker, you cannot uphold the
rule of law by breaking it. You cannot
protect or abide by the Constitution by
assaulting it.

Again, so there is no confusion be-
tween these two positions, Nicolas
Maduro was not a legitimate President,
and unauthorized military action is il-
legal without the consent of Congress.

With Nicolas Maduro now in the rear-
view mirror, we must look forward and
craft policies that support a free and
democratic future for Venezuela and
policies that return war powers to the
United States Congress, as enshrined in
the United States Constitution.

That is why I and the executive
board of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus will propose a forward-looking
framework for a democratic and stable
Venezuela. As members of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus, we come from
different nations in Latin America and
the Caribbean. We are immigrants, like
myself. Many of the members also have
ancestors who settled in places in these
United States before the United States
even existed, and everywhere in be-
tween. We share, like most Americans
with roots from all over the world, a
special connection to Latin America
and the Caribbean. Hence, we have
crafted a series of recommendations, a
roadmap if you will, for democracy and
prosperity for the people of Venezuela.

Our first priorities will support a free
and democratic Venezuela. That means
rejecting authoritarian governance,
whether the orders come from the
Miraflores Palace or the White House.

The Venezuelan people deserve insti-
tutions that are accountable, trans-
parent, and responsible to the world
and a restoration of democracy
through timely and legitimate elec-
tions that reflect the voices of the Ven-
ezuelan people themselves.

This is not just about the Venezuelan
people. This is ultimately also about
the American people, and the American
people deserve a government that pre-
serves, protects, and even respects our
own rule of law, our own Constitution.

That is why we reject any further
U.S. military intervention without
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congressional authorization. If we are
together, as a nation, to put our men
and women in uniform at risk, then our
Constitution wisely demands that the
decisions be made by the Representa-
tives of those people. It may well be
that Congress will have voted for or
against an intervention, but, ulti-
mately, it is Congress that should do
it.

Now that we are so deeply involved
with Venezuela, we must act according
to our principles. That means ensuring
humanitarian protections at home and
abroad for the Venezuelan people who
have been victims of tyranny for so
long.

At home, that includes extending
TPS. We cannot deport people to a na-
tion where our actions have set off a
new wave of oppression.

In Venezuela, that means pushing for
an end to that repression. It means the
release of political prisoners, including
journalists and civil society leaders. It
means freedom of expression and free-
dom of the press. We must also ensure
that Venezuela’s future is decided by
Venezuelans.

Our future is also in balance. Mr.
Speaker, we are not a nihilist nation.
Mr. Speaker, we are a nation of values,
principles, and laws. We must act as
one.

———

FOLLOWING THROUGH ON
AMERICANS’ PRIORITIES

(Mr. MANN of Kansas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, as we begin
the second session of the 119th Con-
gress, we should take a moment to
reset our focus and remember why we
are here. A new year and a new session
bring new opportunities, but the mis-
sion remains the same. Kansans sent
me to Washington, D.C., to deliver re-
sults for the people of the Big First
District, and that is what I will con-
tinue to do.

The Big First is home to farmers and
ranchers who get up before the sun and
work until the job is done. It is home
to small business owners and families
who balance budgets, meet payroll, and
expect the same discipline from the
Federal Government. Kansans are prac-
tical people who believe in hard work,
common sense, and accountability. We
don’t want excuses. We expect results.

After President Trump’s first term,
the Biden administration inherited
near-record lows in inflation and an ag-
ricultural trade surplus of $6 billion.
After 4 years of failed Democratic poli-
cies, we were left with a 21.5 percent in-
crease in prices and an agricultural
trade deficit of $40 billion.

When a ship runs into an iceberg, it
takes time to turn the ship around, Mr.
Speaker. You need to bail the water,
repair the planks, and restart the en-
gine before you can fully -correct
course. Fortunately, thanks to the
leadership of President Trump and con-
gressional Republicans, we are back on
track and moving away from the ice-
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berg that was President Biden’s admin-
istration.

Over the course of the first session of
this Congress, we made important
progress for Kansans. We pushed back
against burdensome regulations that
drive up costs for Main Street. We
worked to strengthen American energy
production so families can afford to
heat their homes and fuel their vehi-
cles. We advanced policies that support
agricultural producers and rural com-
munities and restored the rule of law
at our border. Most importantly, we
cut taxes for working families, giving
the average Kansan $2,200 more per
year in take-home pay beginning this
month.

That work matters, and I am proud
of the progress we have made, but after
the damage done by the previous ad-
ministration, there is much more work
to do. That is what this second session
must be about.

For Kansans, this starts with agri-
culture. Farmers have been facing
higher input costs, tighter margins,
and growing uncertainty since 2021.
They need predictability, risk manage-
ment tools, and a strong farm safety
net. Completing a farm bill that re-
flects the realities on the ground is vi-
tally important, and I will continue
pushing for a fiscally conservative, 5-
year farm bill that reflects the prior-
ities of our producers who feed, fuel,
and clothe the world.

While real wages are rising and infla-
tion is nearing a b5-year low, there is
more to be done to lower costs for fam-
ilies and small businesses. Washington
regulations often hit Americans hard-
est in rural communities like the ones
I represent. Commonsense regulatory
relief is not about cutting corners. It is
about letting people work, grow, and
innovate without unnecessary govern-
ment interference.

Energy is another area where House
Republicans are working hard for the
good of our Nation. Kansans support an
all-of-the-above energy strategy that
prioritizes American oil, gas, biofuels,
and renewables. This approach sup-
ports good-paying jobs, strengthens our
economy, and Kkeeps prices affordable.
Green New Deal policies that pick win-
ners and losers or ignore rural realities
do not work in places like the Big First
of Kansas, and this Congress has a re-
sponsibility  to pursue solutions
grounded in reality, not ideology.

Finally, Congress needs to ensure
that we continue good stewardship of
hard-earned taxpayer dollars. Families
in Kansas must make tough choices
every day, and they expect their gov-
ernment to do the same. Last year, we
rescinded $9.4 billion in waste, fraud,
and abuse found in Federal programs,
such as funding for Iraqi ‘‘Sesame
Street,”” electric buses in Rwanda, and
LGBTQ programs in Uganda. Fiscal re-
sponsibility is not optional. It is a
basic obligation that House Repub-
licans are focused on each and every
day in the 119th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, the second session of
this Congress is not about starting
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over. It is about following through.
Kansans sent me here to stay focused
on results, not political noise. I will
continue working to make sure this
body delivers real outcomes for the Big
First District of Kansas and keeps its
promises to the people whom we serve.

————

PUTTING AMERICANS FIRST

(Mr. CosTA of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, first, I
would like to say thank you to STENY
HOYER for an incredible career and for
being a role model and my friend. He is
always a class act.

I also rise today to speak for the fam-
ilies who are forced to choose between
groceries, rent, and healthcare because
prices keep climbing. Affordability is
equal to economic stability. Let me re-
peat that: Affordability is equal to eco-
nomic stability. Americans are strug-
gling to pay for groceries, rent, gas,
and healthcare. They are drowning
under rising costs while promises to
lower the cost of living have remained
unfulfilled by this administration.

On day one, President Trump said he
would put America first and lower
costs. Instead, he pardoned violent in-
surrectionists, a mob that attacked
this Capitol to overthrow a fair and
free election. It was an attack that re-
sulted in the deaths of five law enforce-
ment officers.

We were promised America First, but
what we are seeing is that a majority
of Americans, who have been polled on
whether we are headed on the right
track or the wrong track, believe that
we are on the wrong track.

This administration has prioritized
costly foreign entanglements without
transparency or congressional approval
while working families pay the price at
home.

Instead of protecting the economic
well-being of Americans, we are seeing
the following: Tariff policies are in-
creasing the costs of essential goods.
My farmers are struggling, as well as
American consumers. Healthcare costs
are skyrocketing for millions. Critical
programs that help families stay afloat
are under attack. The cuts in Medicaid
and the Affordable Care Act, as well as
SNAP and other programs, are taking
their toll.

Take healthcare as an example. The
enhanced premium tax cuts that help
millions afford coverage are now ex-
pired. In California, new enrollments
are down 31 percent last year, and
nearly 190,000 families have canceled
coverage because it is no longer afford-
able. Middle-class Americans who are
earning more than $62,000 are no longer
eligible for the Federal premium tax
credits, doubling cancellations from 8
percent to 16 percent.

Californians are switching to bronze
plans to save on premiums, but these
plans carry higher deductibles. For
pregnancy care or cancer care treat-
ment, costs can more than double com-
pared to silver plans.
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In my district, over 65,000 families
risk losing Medicaid, and another 22,000
families will face higher premiums and
out-of-pocket costs. Nationwide, nearly
100,000 American families could lose
their coverage each year if Congress
fails to act.

Last year, Republicans passed a par-
tisan bill that failed to renew the es-
sential premium tax credits, forcing
millions of Americans to pay higher
costs this year, even though a bipar-
tisan solution is at hand. Families,
therefore, unfortunately, are left wait-
ing.

Americans are also struggling with
the rising costs of energy, transpor-
tation, and other critical services.
What we need are bipartisan solutions
that create jobs, lower costs, and in-
crease enhanced premium tax credits
so millions of American families can
afford their healthcare.

What we need is bipartisan legisla-
tion such as my bipartisan Rural
Homeownership Continuity Act that
will reduce financing costs and bipar-
tisan legislation on permitting reform
to get infrastructure 1like energy,
transportation, and housing projects
more quickly approved for working
families.

Mr. Speaker, we need bipartisan solu-
tions, and they are clear. Congress
must act now to ease costs, expand ac-
cess to healthcare, and invest in the fu-
ture of our communities throughout
the country.

The cost of living is not a partisan
issue. It is not. It is a matter of fair-
ness, security, and justice. From gro-
ceries to gas and from rent to
healthcare, Americans cannot afford to
wait any longer.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we get
together. It is time for Congress to act
in a bipartisan effort to renew the
sense of Congress as the people’s House
that we can work together. It is time,
Mr. Speaker, for Congress to act.
America’s people, American citizens,
and our constituents must come first.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF CARL J. STEWART, JR.

(Mr. MOORE of North Carolina was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and service of Carl J. Stewart, Jr., a
proud son of Gaston County, North
Carolina, and a former speaker of the
North Carolina House of Representa-
tives, who passed away on December 23
at the age of 89.

Carl grew up in a working-class fam-
ily as the son of two Firestone Mill em-
ployees. He earned a scholarship that
helped him attend Duke University and
Duke University Law School. He then
went on to serve in the North Carolina
House for 13 years and made history as
the first speaker elected to serve two
consecutive terms.
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Throughout his life, Carl was a very
well-respected attorney in our area
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with an absolutely great law practice.
He combined his legal work with public
service, along with serving in the legis-
lature. He held leadership roles on the
North Carolina Board of Transpor-
tation, the North Carolina Economic
Development Board, the North Caro-
lina Ports Authority, as well as the
North Carolina Ethics Commission.

His legacy lives on in the infrastruc-
ture and educational access that he
helped build, especially at Gaston Col-
lege. For six decades, Carl Stewart
served the community college, first as
a business law instructor, then as legal
counsel, forming a partnership with
college presidents and board members
rooted in innovation, integrity, and un-
wavering commitment to student suc-
cess. In every role, he focused on build-
ing a stronger North Carolina, and he
really put in so much time to improve
the lives of folks in Gaston County.
Whether it was education or other
things, you name it, he was always
there.

I will tell you one thing about Carl.
He never lost sight of where he came
from, and he spent his life helping. 1
got to know Carl even before I was
speaker of our statehouse, and I can
tell you, he was a great mentor. He was
somebody who loved nurturing folks
who were coming up in public service
and getting involved and folks who
really wanted to try to make our State
a better place. I am going to tell you,
North Carolina is a better place be-
cause of Carl Stewart’s work and his
example.

I join our community in mourning
this tremendous loss. I ask that you
keep his family in your thoughts and
prayers in appreciation for all that he
has done for so many in our great
State.

HONORING LIFE AND SERVICE OF OFFICER
MICHAEL MILES

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor the life
and service of Officer Michael Miles,
who passed away unexpectedly earlier
this week.

He was a proud marine, a loving fa-
ther, and a dedicated police officer
serving the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Po-
lice Department for more than 13
years. He spent much of that time pro-
tecting and mentoring others in the
Freedom Division.

Before wearing the badge, he wore
the uniform of the United States Ma-
rine Corps and served his country with
honor. That same spirit of service guid-
ed him every day on the job and at
home.

His sudden passing is a heartbreaking
loss for his loved ones, his fellow offi-
cers, and our entire community. Officer
Miles leaves behind his partner, Han-
nah, and four children. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in lifting up his
family in prayer.

———

ACA TAX CREDITS EXTENSION

(Ms. PRESSLEY of Massachusetts was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)
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Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today carrying the voices and the lives
of the people in the Massachusetts Sev-
enth whose survival depends on the Af-
fordable Care Act tax credits: the
grandmother skipping meals to pay for
her prescriptions; the young mom lying
awake at night wondering how she will
afford her baby’s asthma inhaler if pre-
miums go up; families like Deborah’s
in Boston, staring down premiums that
will double while they care for loved
ones, serve their community, and do
everything right.

These are not abstract numbers.
These are real people with real lives
and real fears about whether they will
be able to see a doctor, fill a prescrip-
tion, or keep their families healthy.

In my district alone, 29,000 people
will be forced to pay more for
healthcare if Congress fails to act, and
up to 35,000 could lose their coverage
entirely.

This is a shameful policy choice. It is
a choice, a choice by my colleagues
across the aisle, and it is a violent one
at that.

Let me tell you more about Deborah.
Her family buys insurance through the
Massachusetts Health Connector.
Right now, for a family of five, they
pay just over $1,000 a month. If these
ACA tax credits expire, they will pay
nearly $2,000 a month for an even worse
plan, and that doesn’t even include
their daughter, who has aged out of the
plan, is underpaid in her job, and whose
premiums they will have to help cover.

Deborah told me they are fortunate
they can afford it, but that afford-
ability does come at a cost. Between
paying for their premiums, their son’s
college tuition, and caring for her dis-
abled sister, Deborah’s husband, a dedi-
cated public defender, now works week-
ends just to keep up.

As Deborah told me: Even work you
love shouldn’t require you to give up
every day of your life just to survive.

Mr. Speaker, Deborah’s story is no
anomaly. It is the reality for millions
of families across this country, and
this crisis did not happen by accident.
No, this is manufactured, man-made. It
was manufactured by an occupant of
the Oval Office and a Republican Party
that is hell-bent on making families
poorer, sicker, hungrier, and less safe.
It is the same party that was content
to let these lifesaving tax credits ex-
pire until Democrats had to force them
to vote on a clean 3-year extension.
That is the shame and the sham of it
all.

Dr. King once profoundly said: ‘Of
all the forms of inequality, injustice in
health is the most shocking and inhu-
mane because it often results in phys-
ical death.” His words still ring true
today.

Mr. Speaker, healthcare isn’t a nice-
to-have. It is a fundamental human
right. It is a matter of life and death.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
do right by the people who sent them
here and join us in passing this exten-
sion before it is too late.
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CONGRATULATING RANDOLPH BLUE DEVILS

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate the Massachusetts
Seventh’s very own Super Bowl cham-
pions, the Randolph High School Blue
Devils.

Showcasing electric offense and sti-
fling defense, the Blue Devils shut out
West Boylston at Gillette Stadium,
capping off an undefeated season with
another championship.

These student-athletes have made
their school and families proud and
proven to themselves and the Common-
wealth that the town of Randolph has
the talent, commitment, and the te-
nacity to succeed on and off the field.

I thank Superintendent Stovell Hern-
don, Principal Licorish, Head Coach
Jon Marshall, the players, and the en-
tire team for putting teamwork on dis-
play at the highest level.

Congratulations on earning the Divi-
sion 8 Super Bowl title. Go, Blue Dev-
ils.

IN MEMORY OF ALICE WONG

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life and legacy
of Alice Wong. Alice was a civil rights
and disability justice activist who
called the question that changed the
conversation. She stoked our con-
sciousness, built community, and saved
lives.

She was a published author, commu-
nity organizer, and a beloved friend.
Alice was unapologetic in her pursuit
of building a more just world and shin-
ing a light on issues society hesitated
to address. She saw the humanity of
everyone and spoke about
intersectionality from her hometown
to Capitol Hill to Gaza to the border.
She affirmed that mutual aid was not a
nice to have, but a lifeline.

She loved science fiction as it gave
her the ability to think of a world
where choices weren’t limited because
of a person’s disability. She gave us all
permission and fortitude to dream of
what is possible.

Mr. Speaker, Alice is already deeply
missed, and her legacy carries on.

———

CONGRATULATING MILEY
MEREDITH

(Mr. BEAN of Florida was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
some achievements don’t just earn ap-
plause, they open the door for others.
Today, we honor someone who has done
just exactly that: Miley Meredith, the
first female Eagle Scout in Nassau
County, Florida.

From Troop 9152 of Scouting America
in Yulee, Miley has shown outstanding
dedication, creativity, and a genuine
commitment to serving others, quali-
ties that earned her the rank of Eagle
Scout. The accomplishment, Mr.
Speaker, as you know, is impressive for
any Scout, but for Miley’s achieve-
ment, it also marks an historic mo-
ment for our community—expanding
what is possible for young women in
northeast Florida.
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As part of her service project, Miley
devoted more than 155 hours installing
a 256-foot flagpole and creating a 6-foot

mural for the Yulee Lions Club,
strengthening a valued community or-
ganization.

On behalf of Florida’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I proudly congratu-
late Miley Meredith, an Eagle Scout
whose achievements earn and deserve
applause and whose example will con-
tinue opening doors for others.

———

AMERICANS IN STATE OF
DESPERATION

(Mr. FROST of Florida was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, Americans
are in a state of total desperation. For
weeks, Floridians have been calling my
office in tears. They are looking at
their budgets with panic while Presi-
dent Trump rips away their healthcare,
sends ICE to neighborhoods, deploys
soldiers to new global conflicts, and
floods billionaire and
megacorporations with free money.

People cannot pay their bills, and Re-
publicans here in Washington, D.C., are
totally unfocused, busy defending the
latest cruelty done by the administra-
tion.

Healthcare open enrollment ends
next week. Enrollment is down. Ameri-
cans can no longer afford their cov-
erage. We are in a healthcare crisis.

Democrats don’t control the House,
the Senate, or the White House, but we
still managed to get this bill to the
floor to extend the Affordable Care Act
tax subsidies. We are fighting with
every tool, with every option we have
to save healthcare for our people.

I am voting ‘‘yes’” to get this bill
passed this week. I encourage every
single Member of Congress, whether
they are a Democrat or Republican to
do the same. I say this as someone who
represents a community in the State of
Florida, the largest Affordable Care
Act marketplace in the entire country.
We have millions of people in the State
of Florida that will be impacted by
this, and I encourage everyone to vote
“yes.”

RENEE NICOLE GOOD

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
deeply disturbed, distraught, and an-
gered by the shooting and the killing of
Renee Nicole Good by an ICE agent
that happened just yesterday in Min-
neapolis.

This is a direct result of Trump’s
dangerous weaponization of our immi-
gration system and Federal law en-
forcement. This is the direct result of
an agency that is so emboldened by the
President that they truly feel like they
can do anything with zero impunity
and zero accountability.

It shows up in small ways, like when
I showed up to tour an ICE facility in
my own community and was asked by a
Federal agent, in a very condescending
way, how old I was, to what we saw
yesterday, which was the killing and
shooting of a U.S. citizen in her own
damn community.
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Then yesterday, on the Oversight
Committee, my Republican colleagues
voted ‘‘no’’ on a simple subpoena so we
can get information, documents relat-
ing to the murder of a U.S. citizen by
a Federal agent. Then my colleagues
broke into this righteous debate: Let
the process play out, let DHS do their
investigation, the agent gets due proc-
ess.

Yes, all persons in the United States
are entitled to due process. Renee Ni-
cole Good didn’t get that due process
because the agent was the judge, jury,
and executioner in the middle of a resi-
dential neighborhood. There was no
process or due process before the ad-
ministration that runs our Nation la-
beled her as a domestic terrorist just
minutes after this happened.

We won’t allow this President to gas-
light us, and we won’t allow this ad-
ministration to lie to us about what we
have seen before our very eyes.

Not only am I going to vote ‘“‘no’ on
any funding bills that gives this agency
more resources to do this type of thing
and terrorize our communities from
the State of Florida to across this en-
tire Nation, but I am going to continue
to show up physically at bases of oper-
ation, field offices, detention centers,
and the so-called Alligator Alcatraz to
conduct oversight and work with our
communities to keep our people safe.

Renee Nicole Good was the mother of
three, had a daughter and a son aged 15
and 12, and a 6-year-old with her hus-
band who tragically died in 2023. She
was a devout Christian who partici-
pated in youth mission trips to North-
ern Ireland when she was younger. Ac-
cording to multiple reports, she was a
poet, a writer, a wife, and a mother.

She had lived most of her life in Col-
orado and briefly moved to Kansas to
stay with her parents after her second
husband, a military veteran who suf-
fered from PTSD, died in 2023.

We will honor her life with action, of
course fighting to end gun violence be-
cause what happened yesterday was
gun violence, but also to fight to end
ICE’s campaign of terror on our com-
munities and our people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE). Members are reminded to
refrain from engaging in personalities
toward the President.

——
O 1130

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF GOVERNOR JAMES BAXTER
HUNT, JR.

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Governor James Baxter Hunt,
Jr.’s story is inseparable from North
Carolina’s.

From humble beginnings growing up
in Wilson County, North Carolina, to
his historic service as our Lieutenant
Governor, he was first elected as Gov-
ernor at 38 years old. He served four
terms as our 69th and 71st Governor.
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North Carolina’s longest serving Gov-
ernor was a farmer and loved North
Carolina State University—a die-hard
fan—although he later completed law
school at UNC-Chapel Hill.

Governor Hunt believed that public
service should lift people up and create
opportunities for everyone. His unwav-
ering dedication to education changed
the lives of countless children and fam-
ilies.

Through heartfelt initiatives such as
Smart Start, early childhood edu-
cation, teacher support, and school ac-
countability, he helped generations of
children have a stronger foundation
and a brighter future.

Beyond policy and politics, Governor
Hunt led with honesty, with humility,
gentleness, and genuine care for others.
He believed that the government, guid-
ed by fairness and compassion, could be
a force of good.

His leadership modernized North
Carolina’s economy, strengthened its
institutions, and elevated the State as
a national leader in education and in-
novation.

Throughout decades, bridging party
lines and his unmatched energy, his in-
fluence defined an era.

Governor Hunt was not only a dedi-
cated public servant but also a mentor,
inspiring many elected and appointed
officials. He was my constituent who
didn’t mind sharing his thoughts and,
above all, sharing his support and en-
couragement.

He was devoted to his family. His leg-
acy of love and service lives on through
his family that he cherished and those
he inspired.

Governor Hunt was admired, re-
spected, and loved deeply by the people
of North Carolina. His reach went be-
yond our State and made America
stronger. Through his leadership, our
Nation saw the best of eastern North
Carolina. His vision, humble Ileader-
ship, and faith that came from his days
at Marsh Swamp Free Will Baptist
Church and later at First Presbyterian
Church of Wilson, drove him.

He passed away at 88 years old on De-
cember 18 on his farm in Rock Ridge,
where he grew up and lived with his be-
loved wife, Carolyn Joyce Leonard
Hunt, for 67 years.

Our Governor and First Lady shared
a deep, deep partnership built on love
and friendship. He took great pride in
his children’s accomplishments, espe-
cially seeing his daughter Rachel fol-
low in his footsteps as our Lieutenant
Governor.

Mr. Speaker, our hearts are with
Carolyn, Rebecca, Baxter, Rachel, and
Elizabeth. North Carolina will miss one
of its greatest public servants. His fam-
ily will miss a beloved husband, broth-
er, father, and grandfather. I will per-
sonally miss a dear friend.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MOTHER PEGGY NOBLE
(Ms. TLAIB of Michigan was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)
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Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I will take
a moment to honor the extraordinary
life and legacy of Mother Peggy Noble.
She was an inspirational leader and a
champion for economic justice and for
working families.

Mother Peggy has dedicated her life
to her College Park mneighborhood
where she lived. She was a community
organizer, supporting her mneighbors,
advocating for children, and bringing
people together. She believed deeply
that real change is built through rela-
tionships and advocacy and showing up
for our communities. Year after year,
that is what she did.

Peggy was a fierce advocate for our
families from standing up for her
neighborhood to fighting for fairness in
our broken auto insurance system. De-
troit is stronger because of her voice,
her leadership, and her unwavering be-
lief in people. We carry her spirit for-
ward in how we organize, how we pro-
tect one another, and how we show up
for our neighbors.

My thoughts are with her loved ones,
Rochelle, Eugene, Kimberly, Jaimi,
Asante, and all of Peggy’s loved ones,
during this difficult time. May she rest
in power and in love.

ACA TAX CREDITS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, we always
seem to have money for war, to bomb
countries, but we never have money for
healthcare for our families.

On January 1, Republicans ended the
Affordable Care Act tax credits and
raised healthcare premiums for mil-
lions of Americans, our neighbors
throughout the Nation. This comes, of
course, after Trump’s big budget be-
trayal ripped healthcare away from 17
million Americans and cut Medicaid by
nearly $1 trillion.

Last year, Congress did approve over
$1 trillion for the Pentagon budget,
which just failed its eighth audit in a
row. I want folks to think about that.
They are cutting money for healthcare
and spending it on bombs and death.

The ACA tax credits are what help
keep insurance affordable for many of
our neighbors across the country. They
are the difference between my neigh-
bors having insurance or going without
healthcare. It is heartbreaking to read
the emails and messages I get from so
many families that are putting off see-
ing a doctor and filling their prescrip-
tions and now rationing their medica-
tion.

No parent, Mr. Speaker, should have
to choose whether to take their child
to the doctor because healthcare is too
expensive. Our healthcare system is al-
ready broken, and it is inhumane.

My residents always tell me: Don’t
call it healthcare. Call it sick care. Be-
cause we know right now the for-profit
schemes within our healthcare system
are making it so unaffordable for our
families. Why have we not passed the
tax credits for the Affordable Care Act?

Again, we are so grateful for the
leadership of HAKEEM JEFFRIES as we
push forward a force vote for a 3-year
ACA tax credit extension today.
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Again, instead of extreme cuts, we
should be expanding access to care and
guaranteeing healthcare as a funda-
mental human right in our country. We
must pass this tax credit extension
today and put pressure on the Senate
to take it up immediately.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican
colleagues to help fix this mess they
have made by restoring the extreme
Medicaid cuts and joining us in extend-
ing the Affordable Care Act tax credits.

HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, housing is a
human right, but as everyone knows,
we are facing a housing crisis right
now.

On any given night right now, more
than three-quarters of a million people
are unhoused nationwide. The last time
the Federal minimum wage of $7.25 an
hour was increased was in 2009.

Since then, average rental costs have
increased 76 percent. That is just com-
pletely wild.

We need action at every level of gov-
ernment. I know that many of our
local elected officials are desperate to
reduce housing costs and need the Fed-
eral Government’s partnership. We
know often here in this Chamber there
are officials that will not promote af-
fordable housing or address the unique
barriers that our communities are fac-
ing.

That is why I introduced the Housing
Our Communities Act, and it is meant
to address it immediately. This is part
of a legislative package that passed out
of the Financial Services Committee
this past year.

My bill directs the HUD Secretary to
establish a competitive grant program
to support a wide array of affordable
housing planning and implementation
activities.

For example, grants, Mr. Speaker,
can support officials in crafting their
own housing plans, updating zoning
codes, and increasing the capacity to
conduct housing inspections so that de-
velopments are completed faster, re-
ducing project costs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the Housing for the 21st Cen-
tury Act and provide policymakers and
our local governments with the re-
sources they need to make affordable
housing a reality.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FIRE CHIEF DAVID HAVERDINK

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart. I have some
prepared remarks, but I will also be
speaking from my heart as well be-
cause, unfortunately, today I am here
to honor the life and legacy of my
friend, former sheriff and Fire Chief
Dave Haverdink.

Dave was a staple in Allegan County
who dedicated his life to serving his
community until the moment tragedy
struck in the line of duty on December
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23. Dave passed away on December 25,
Christmas Day.

He was there serving others as there
had been an incident on a roadway and,
unfortunately, he was struck and
killed.

I first got to know Dave while he was
serving as a county commissioner and
was running for sheriff of Allegan
County. While Dave excelled in both of
those roles—in fact, he did 8 years, two
terms, as the sheriff—his service didn’t
stop there.

Perhaps what Dave will be most re-
membered for was his astounding 51
years of service with the Hamilton Fire
Department, including 40 of those
yvears when he served as chief of the de-
partment.

Prior to coming out to Washington,
D.C., I had a chance to go and be with
his family at a visitation. I was
touched and moved when his wife said
to me that she and Dave pray for me
and everybody in Washington every
single day. It just speaks to the char-
acter of this family. At a time when
the focus should be on them and sup-
porting them, they still were thinking
of others, including me and all of our
colleagues here.

While Dave undoubtedly had a tre-
mendous impact on Hamilton and all of
Allegan County, his legacy, though, is
going to be one as a husband and a fa-
ther and a grandfather who loved his
family deeply. My heart and prayers go
out to his wife, Judy; sons, Jeff and
Tim; and the entire Haverdink family
during this tragic time.

This is a true loss. It is a loss not
just for a particular community. It
really is a loss for humanity. He is one
of the good guys. He is one of those
that put service to others above self.
He is someone that focused on making
sure that others were okay at every
turn and didn’t think about himself.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me
in honoring the memory, life, and leg-
acy of Hamilton Fire Chief Dave
Haverdink with a moment of silence.

May my friend rest well. Job well
done.

———

REMEMBERING RENEE NICOLE
GOOD

(Ms. ANSARI of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. ANSARI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with outrage and with grief.

Yesterday, not even a full week into
the new year, ICE murdered a U.S. cit-
izen, Renee Nicole Good, after shooting
her multiple times as she was seem-
ingly attempting to drive away, block-
ing her from medical care, and letting
her die, while a doctor stood by offer-
ing to help.

The video of this tragedy is damning.
I encourage every American to watch
it and make their own judgment.

A woman is dead. A child has been
left without a parent. A community is
shattered. The American people are
left, once again, demanding answers

H147

from an agency that has shown time
and time again that it operates with-
out accountability.
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Mr. Speaker, what happened to Renee
Good in Minneapolis demands a full,
independent, and immediate investiga-
tion.

I represent Arizona’s Third Congres-
sional District, a diverse and rich com-
munity of immigrants. For over a year
now, ICE has been terrorizing my con-
stituents. No agency is above the law.
Yet ICE is now the most well-funded
law enforcement agency in the United
States, receiving more funding than
most militaries around the world,
while operating with virtually no
meaningful checks and balances.

In the immediate aftermath of Renee
Good’s death, the Trump administra-
tion did what it does best. It lied.
Kristi Noem and Stephen Miller rushed
to smear a dead woman as a ‘‘domestic
terrorist,” while Donald Trump took to
Truth Social to gaslight the American
people, asking them to deny their own
eyes and accept his version of events
instead.

This is what authoritarianism looks
like. This is what happens when the
leader of a nation turns a Federal agen-
cy into his personal paramilitary force
against the civilian population of the
United States.

Donald Trump has weaponized ICE,
not to keep communities safe but to
terrorize them. Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey has called for ICE to vacate
his city, and I echo that call. People in
our communities don’t feel safe be-
cause they are not safe.

In my district on Christmas Eve, a
woman named Flor, a DACA recipient,
was detained while Christmas shop-
ping. Why is ICE spending resources to
detain a DACA recipient on Christmas
Eve? They claim they are going after
“real criminals.” That, too, is a lie.

Just days ago, ICE detained two day
laborers outside a Home Depot in Phoe-
nix, briefly detaining a U.S. citizen in
the process. These people are not
criminals. This isn’t law enforcement.
This is a Federal agency operating out-
side of its mandate, using fear as a tac-
tic to spread fear and chaos in our
neighborhoods.

It is no coincidence because Stephen
Miller is rapidly hiring tens of thou-
sands of new ICE agents. Many are
poorly trained. Many have troubling
backgrounds. This is all to meet this
reckless mass deportation agenda that
he has set out.

We have been sounding the alarm for
well over a year, and now the worst has
happened. An American woman has
died. That is why I am introducing leg-
islation to rein in ICE, demand trans-
parency, and stop the unchecked fund-
ing that enables these abuses.

I am also joining as an original co-
sponsor in an effort led by my col-
league Congresswoman ROBIN KELLY to
introduce Articles of Impeachment
against Kristi Noem, the Secretary of
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the Department of Homeland Security.
I urge my colleagues, Democrat and
Republican alike, to join us.

A woman has been murdered. Silence
is no longer neutrality. It is com-
plicity. We must rein in ICE. We must
demand accountability. We must pro-
tect our communities from this abuse
of power.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

HOLDING ICE ACCOUNTABLE

(Mr. MENENDEZ of New Jersey was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday our Nation witnessed the killing
of a fellow American in broad daylight,
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Her name
was Renee Nicole Good. She was a con-
cerned citizen and a mother. The loss
of her life was entirely preventable.

This tragic loss of life comes the
same week that we remember what oc-
curred here 5 years ago on January 6.
On that day, violent insurrectionists
attacked police officers, many of whom
sustained serious injuries and five of
whom have passed away since the at-
tack, including Brian Sicknick, a New
Jersey native and a proud Capitol Po-
lice officer.

Instead of remembering and healing
from the events of that day, President
Trump pardoned close to 1,600 seditious
and violent insurrectionists who were
convicted of criminal charges. The
President and House Republicans have
tried to vanish the events of that day
from our collective memory, but we
will not let them.

Last year, alongside my colleagues
Congresswomen WATSON COLEMAN and
MCIVER, I witnessed firsthand outside
Delaney Hall how far this administra-
tion will go to silence dissent and oppo-
sition when more than 20 armed ICE
and HSI officers physically prevented
us from doing our job.

What I said then and what I would
say today is that all of this should be
completely unacceptable to all Ameri-
cans and should shake every American
to their core. I have said time and time
again that no one is safe in Trump’s
America. Mothers, Capitol Police offi-
cers, our neighbors, Members of Con-
gress, no one, not a single person
should feel safe with him as our Presi-
dent.

This administration’s extreme agen-
da does not reflect the best of who we
are as a country but, instead, seeks to
turn us against each other. We cannot
allow that to happen.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 50
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Immortal and invisible God, speak to
us this day Your inimitable words of
truth. While Your wisdom has often
seemed a mystery hidden from us, You
have freely offered it by Your spirit,
that we may receive and understand
Your gracious and generous gift.

Reveal to us then what no eye has
seen, nor ear heard, nor human mind
conceived, that we may comprehend
the things You have prepared for those
who love You.

Show us what our limited perspective
keeps us from seeing, that You, who
created all things, have designed a fu-
ture for us that will grant us reason to
hope in what we cannot see.

Declare to us in words louder than
the soundtrack of our culture that it
will not have the final word.

Remind us that as much as we think
we know the way, the wisdom of the
world will amount to nothing, for it is
You who ultimately orders our steps.

You have made clear, O God, that
these promises are for those who love
You. Search our hearts, O Lord, we
pray, and find within us a thirst for
Your Word and a desire of our love for
You.

To You, the only wise God, in whose
name we pray, we give thanks.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.
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TRUMP LEADERSHIP CAPTURES
DICTATOR MADURO

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, Americans are grate-
ful that last week, under the coura-
geous leadership of President Donald
Trump, Marco Rubio, Pete Hegseth,
General Dan Caine, Pam Bondi, and
John Ratcliffe, that our professional
military completed an inspiring, legal
operation to arrest Venezuela dictator
Maduro and his wife.

Dictator Maduro rigged elections and
also operated a murderous, drug-deal-
ing regime. Drug cartels, which killed
hundreds of thousands of young Ameri-
cans, have now been damaged.

The murderous axis of evil of war
criminal Putin, Iranian and Cuban re-
gimes, and the Chinese Communist
Party are unraveling, exposing dic-
tators with rule of gun which invade
democracies with rule of law.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Trump is reinstituting peace through
strength, revealing war criminal Putin
lies, insulting Trump, mocking Trump,
with ghost Russian tankers financing
the Maduro murderous dictatorship.

Our prayers for a speedy recovery for
Dr. JIM BAIRD and his wife, Danise.

———

RECOGNIZING 20TH ANNUAL
CRUCIAN-RICAN TRAMP AND BIG
BREAKFAST

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to share the unbreakable ties be-
tween the TU.S. Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico, demonstrated this week
through the Annual Crucian-Rican
Tramp and Big Breakfast, a powerful
reminder that Virgin Islands culture is
inseparable from our Latin Caribbean
heritage.

Puerto Rican immigrants began com-
ing to the Virgin Islands by the thou-
sands in the late 1800s, cutting cane
alongside Crucians, whose ancestors
endured the same cane fields. Families
planted roots, building communities
throughout the island and on St.
Thomas. They established social clubs
and created businesses.

Spanish became our second language.
Our children grew bilingual. Our fami-
lies intertwined. Our kitchens became
sacred ground, where callaloo met
asopao, fungi sat beside mofongo, and
johnnycakes shared the table with
bacalaitos.

Yet, before the migration to St.
Croix were the boats of enslaved
Crucians, who were fleeing slavery by
making the dangerous trip to Vieques
and Culebra. This isn’t fusion. It is
family, Caribbean people who refused
to let colonial borders divide us, who



January 8, 2026

recognized in each other the same
bloodlines and the same determination
to thrive.

The Crucian-Rican Tramp celebrates
this truth: We are stronger together.

HONORING FATHER MIKE
CRISOSTOMO

(Mr. MOYLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOYLAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in honor of the life and the serv-
ice of Father Mike Crisostomo, a
Catholic priest from Guam who de-
voted his life to caring for others and
strengthening our island community.

For nearly three decades, Father
Mike, affectionately known as Pale
Mike, served the people of Guam, offer-
ing guidance, comfort, and support in
moments of both joy and hardship. He
was known for showing up when people
needed him the most, whether in times
of celebration, grief, or uncertainty.

Father Mike’s service extended be-
yond the walls of the church. He
worked with families, the vulnerable,
and those facing difficult cir-
cumstances, always with compassion
and humility.

Father Mike Crisostomo lived a life
rooted in faith, service, and love for his
community. Guam is in a better place
because of his work, and his legacy will
live on in the countless lives he
touched.

MARKING 15 YEARS SINCE TUCSON
SHOOTING

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker,
Madam Speaker Emerita, Senator
MARK KELLY, the Arizona delegation,
and to all of my colleagues who are
present here today, I rise on the 15th
anniversary of the tragic mass shoot-
ing in Tucson, Arizona, that took 6
lives and injured 13 others, including
our former colleague, our good friend,
Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, an ex-
traordinary American leader who I am
pleased to say is here with us in the
Chamber today.

At 10:10 a.m. mountain standard
time, in Tucson, Arizona, during a Con-
gress on Your Corner event being held
by Representative Gabby Giffords to
serve her constituents, a gunman
opened fire on this peaceful gathering.

We mourn for those whose lives were
lost on that fateful day: John Roll, a
Federal judge and public servant; Gabe
Zimmerman, a dedicated congressional
staffer; a precious 9-year-old girl
named Christina-Taylor Green; and be-
loved community members Dorothy
“Dot” Morris, Phyllis Schneck, and
Dorwan Stoddard.
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At the same time, we are thankful to
God for the survival, the resilience, the
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courage, the strength, the persistence
of Congresswoman Giffords and all
those who survived on that fateful day.

Prior to this assassination attempt,
Congresswoman Giffords served this
body and the people of Arizona’s
Eighth District with great distinction,
dedication, and determination. Her pol-
icy interests were diverse, spanning
from immigration reform, economic
opportunity, and promoting solar and
clean energy.

After experiencing firsthand, in the
most horrific fashion possible, the hor-
ror of a mass shooting, she refocused
her efforts on ending the gun violence
epidemic in America once and for all.
We honor her and celebrate her for the
transformational work that she has
done in the years that have followed.

House Democrats stand with Gabby
and with all Americans who say
enough is enough.

Enough with the gun violence epi-
demic being the leading cause of death
for the children in this country.

Enough with mass shootings being as
frequent as the common cold.

Enough with the text messages to
parents saying ‘I love you’ because
there is another active school shooter.

Enough with the mass-casualty inci-
dents at concerts, grocery stores,
movie theatres, nightclubs, churches,
mosques, synagogues, and other gath-
ering places.

Enough with weapons of war flooding
our communities, while merchants of
death rake in record profits.

Enough unnecessary loss of life due
to preventable, senseless gun violence.

This is the cause to which Congress-
woman Giffords has now dedicated her
life, and we all join her in proclaiming
enough is enough.

It is time to end the gun violence epi-
demic in America once and for all.

While the challenges to address this
crisis may feel insurmountable at
times, we cannot and will not give up
hope, inspired by the perseverance of
our dear leader, Congresswoman Gif-
fords.

I am heartened by the work that has
been done despite the considerable
forces that have been arrayed against
us.

That progress includes, under the
leadership of then-Speaker NANCY
PELOSI, passage of the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act in 2022, which rep-
resented the strongest new Federal gun
safety legislation in 30 years.

Our job, of course, as Gabby makes
clear, is far from finished. Every day
an average of 327 people are shot in this
country, including 23 children shot on
average every day. Over 65 million
Americans say at least one person in
their family has been fatally shot,
their lives extinguished by gun vio-
lence in this country. There are 393
million guns in the United States of
America, more guns than people, and
law enforcement can’t tell you where a
majority of those guns are because of
barriers that have been erected keeping
criminals protected.
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It does not have to be this way. We
know there are commonsense solutions
to stop the gun violence and keep the
American people safe.

We can start by closing the gun back-
ground loophole that allows dangerous
people to buy firearms without back-
ground checks.

We need to ban assault weapons in
the United States of America to pre-
vent these weapons of war from con-
tinuing to destroy the lives of everyday
Americans.

Led by our distinguished appropri-
ators like ROoSA DELAURO, we are con-
tinuing to fight for robust funding for
community violence intervention pro-
grams and appropriate funding for the
ATF and gun violence research. Break-
ing the devastating cycle of gun vio-
lence that has a choke hold on this
country is one of our Caucus’ highest
priorities and will be a high-priority
issue when we take back control of the
majority after the November election.

Democrats are continuing to main-
tain our commitment to keep everyday
Americans safe from the scourge of gun
violence, and we will not stop fighting
for proven policies that we know will
reduce gun violence in every commu-
nity throughout our Nation.

I encourage my colleagues to support
the resolution introduced by Congress-
woman DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ to
commemorate the tragic event that oc-
curred on January 8, 2011.

I once again thank our colleague, our
fearless leader, our distinguished
champion, Congresswoman Giffords, for
her presence here today on this solemn
anniversary and for her tireless,
matchless, incredible advocacy to end
the scourge of gun violence in the
United States of America once and for
all.

I now ask everyone in the Chamber
to stand, and for everyone throughout
the campus to join us in a moment of
silence to commemorate the lives lost
and the lives forever changed by the
tragic shooting that occurred on Janu-
ary 8, 2011.

——
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ACA TAX CREDITS EXPIRED

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, Christmas has come
and gone. As the ball dropped bringing
in a new year, families in eastern
North Carolina and across the Nation
literally on New Year’s Day are feeling
the squeeze of rising healthcare insur-
ance costs.

It is not a happy new year for every-
one. These are hardworking families,
our neighbors and friends, trying to
raise kids and buy groceries, and they
are small business owners.

Congress must act to extend these
subsidies so hardworking families
aren’t left stretching out tight budgets
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and forced to face skyrocketing health
insurance premiums, or better yet, left
without coverage all together.

We can pursue meaningful reforms.
Let me say it again. We can pursue
meaningful reforms without sacrificing
access to affordable care, and that is
exactly what the people sent us here to
do.

———

UNAFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE
COSTS

(Ms. MORRISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MORRISON. Madam Speaker,
thousands of Minnesotans and millions
of Americans are facing unaffordable
healthcare costs. Because of their cru-
elly named One Big Beautiful Bill Act
and Speaker Johnson’s refusal to act,
the Republican majority is creating a
healthcare crisis that will literally dis-
mantle American public health.

Americans are being forced into
crushing medical debt, are in danger of
losing their closest hospital, clinic, or
emergency room.

As a doctor, I worry for the patients
delaying their care and for clinics and
hospitals already struggling to meet
the needs of their community.

As a Minnesotan, I am heartbroken
for my State. Minnesotans have suf-
fered immeasurable loss following the
tragedies of recent months.

The Trump administration’s reckless
actions and deliberate inaction from
Republicans in Congress jeopardize the
operation and availability of facilities
that are the first site of care in the
most tragic circumstances.

I have a responsibility to be abun-
dantly clear, Madam Speaker. The con-
sequences of inaction and ignoring hos-
pitals, doctors, patients, and your own
constituents will be catastrophic. The
price of failing to deliver affordable
healthcare isn’t losing elections. It is
real human suffering and American
lives.

————

CELEBRATING WESTCHESTER
JEWISH COUNCIL’S b50TH ANNI-
VERSARY

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Madam Speaker, this
year the Westchester Jewish Council is
celebrating their b50-year anniversary,
advancing a vision to serve the Jewish
community of Westchester County:
130,000 people and 126 member organiza-
tions. Led by ©president Michael
Mittelman, the board of directors, and
the talented professional staff headed
by CEO Elliot Forchheimer, the WJC
has sponsored and organized public pro-
grams from Holocaust remembrance to
Passover celebrations and gatherings.
They have ensured greater synagogue
security, programs to combat hatred
and anti-Semitism, and the connection
to Israel.
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At the upcoming 50th Anniversary
Gala, two outstanding individuals will
be honored: board member Stu Seltzer
and Pam Goldstein.

Pam is the chief operating officer of
WJC. Stu, a Mamaroneck resident, is a
professional in brand licensing and
partnership marketing, president of a
firm dominant in that field. Along with
serving as a NYU adjunct professor, he
is active in his local community and of
the Westchester Jewish Center.

Pam has a long record of activism
and volunteerism as a member of Tem-
ple Israel Center, active PTO leader
and parent at what is now the Leffell
School, and important nonprofits such
as the Breast Cancer Foundation and
the Pediatric Cancer Foundation.
Friends and colleagues of Stu and Pam
will join in the celebration of their ac-
complishments and the 50-year accom-
plishments of the WJC.

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, we salute the Westchester
Jewish Council.

———
CELEBRATING DON STEVENS

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate Don Stevens,
the legendary voice of the Rochester
Americans, as he calls his final season
behind the microphone.

For four decades, Don has called over
3,300 games for the Amerks and became
the longest tenured play-by-play broad-
caster in the American Hockey League.

From Calder Cup runs to cold
weeknights downtown, he has been the
soundtrack of winter in Rochester call-
ing games from a press box at the Blue
Cross Arena that now proudly bears his
name.

Known as the dean of AHL broad-
casters, a member of the Rochester
Americans Hall of Fame, and a two-
time winner of the James H. Ellery Me-
morial Award for media excellence,
Don has served in roles from public re-
lations director to TV host, and found-
ed the AHL Broadcasters and Writers
Association.

We thank Don for the memories, the
excitement, and for making Amerks
hockey sound like home. I wish him
the very best in his well-earned retire-
ment.

————
SUPPORTING FAMILIES AND
SMALL BUSINESSES STRUG-
GLING TO AFFORD HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. PAPPAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because the House has a critical
opportunity to support families and
small businesses who are struggling to
afford healthcare for 2026.

I am thinking of the parents I have
talked to who will drop coverage for
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their families because their premiums
are doubling and tripling, the non-
profits who won’t be able to cover em-
ployees anymore, the manufacturer
that is now paying more for health in-
surance than most of their raw mate-
rials.

The impacts of this healthcare de-
bate are real and they are immediate.

This week Congress can solve the
problem and actually make people’s
lives better.

Everywhere I go across New Hamp-
shire, I hear the same thing: Money is
tight, and people are worried about
their futures.

The millions of families who rely on
the Affordable Care Act tax credits for
health insurance have waited long
enough for Congress to do the right
thing.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this legislation to ensure that hard-
working Americans can maintain their
coverage and have the health and fi-
nancial security that they deserve.

———

FIREFIGHTER PROTECTIONS

(Mr. WHITESIDES asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WHITESIDES. Madam Speaker,
this week marks the first anniversary
of the southern California wildfires
that took lives, devastated commu-
nities, and left families across our re-
gion displaced.

We are lucky that the damage was
not worse, and that is only because of
the wildland firefighters who run to-
ward danger and risk their lives for all
of us.

For decades, these heroes were pro-
hibited from wearing respiratory pro-
tection, even as the science made clear
that wildfire smoke causes lasting lung
damage and is linked to more than a
dozen cancers.

Firefighters’ life expectancy is now
nearly 10 years shorter than the aver-
age American. That is unacceptable.

The Healthy Lungs for Heroes Act
changes that. It directs our Federal
land agencies to develop and require
respiratory protection when smoke ex-
posure becomes dangerous.

Protecting our firefighters’ Ilungs
should not be controversial. This bill
ensures that those who protect us are
finally protected themselves.

—————

PERMISSION TO POSTPONE PRO-
CEEDINGS ON RETAINING A POR-
TION OF H.R. 6938, COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, SCIENCE; ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT; AND IN-
TERIOR AND ENVIRONMENT AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the question
of retaining a portion of the bill on
H.R. 6938 may be subject to postpone-
ment as though under clause 8 of rule
XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?
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There was no objection.
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COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE;
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT; AND INTERIOR AND ENVI-
RONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2026

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, Pursuant
to House Resolution 977, I call up the
bill (H.R. 6938) making consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 977, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6938

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Commerce,
Justice, Science; Energy and Water Develop-
ment; and Interior and Environment Appro-
priations Act, 2026".

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Table of contents.

Sec. 3. References.

Sec. 4. Explanatory statement.

Sec. 5. Statement of appropriations.
DIVISION A—COMMERCE, JUSTICE,

SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-

PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026
Title I—Department of Commerce
Title II—Department of Justice
Title III—Science
Title IV—Related Agencies
Title V—General Provisions
DIVISION B—ENERGY AND WATER DE-

VELOPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026
Title I—Corps of Engineers—Civil
Title II—Department of the Interior
Title III—Department of Energy
Title IV—Independent Agencies
Title V—General Provisions
DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-

RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED

AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026
Title I—Department of the Interior
Title II—Environmental Protection Agency
Title III—Related Agencies
Title IV—General Provisions
SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.
SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT.

The explanatory statement regarding this
Act, printed in the House section of the Con-
gressional Record on or about January 7,
2026, and submitted by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House, shall
have the same effect with respect to the allo-
cation of funds and implementation of divi-
sions A through C of this Act as if it were a
joint explanatory statement of a committee
of conference.

SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS.

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury
not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2026.
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DIVISION A—COMMERCE, JUSTICE,
SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION
For necessary expenses for international
trade activities of the Department of Com-
merce provided for by law, to carry out ac-
tivities associated with facilitating, attract-
ing, and retaining business investment in the

United States, to carry out activities associ-

ated with title VI of division BB of the Con-

solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public

Law 117-328), and for engaging in trade pro-

motional activities abroad, including ex-

penses of grants and cooperative agreements
for the purpose of promoting exports of

United States firms, without regard to sec-

tions 3702 and 3703 of title 44, United States

Code; full medical coverage for dependent

members of immediate families of employees

stationed overseas and employees tempo-
rarily posted overseas; travel and transpor-
tation of employees of the International

Trade Administration between two points

abroad, without regard to section 40118 of

title 49, United States Code; employment of
citizens of the United States and aliens by
contract for services; recognizing contribu-
tions to export expansion pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 10978; rental of space abroad for
periods not exceeding 10 years, and expenses
of alteration, repair, or improvement; pur-
chase or construction of temporary de-
mountable exhibition structures for use
abroad; payment of tort claims, in the man-
ner authorized in the first paragraph of sec-
tion 2672 of title 28, United States Code,
when such claims arise in foreign countries;
not to exceed $294,300 for official representa-
tion expenses abroad; purchase of passenger
motor vehicles for official use abroad, not to
exceed $65,000 per vehicle; not to exceed
$350,000 for purchase of armored vehicles
without regard to the general purchase price
limitations; obtaining insurance on official
motor vehicles; and rental of tie lines,
$582,000,000, of which $94,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,

That $20,000,000 is to be derived from fees to

be retained and used by the International

Trade Administration, notwithstanding sec-

tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code: Pro-

vided further, That, of amounts provided
under this heading, not less than $16,400,000
shall be for China antidumping and counter-
vailing duty enforcement and compliance ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the provisions
of the first sentence of section 105(f) and all
of section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational

and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.

2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out

these activities; and that for the purpose of

this Act, contributions under the provisions
of the Mutual Educational and Cultural Ex-
change Act of 1961 shall include payment for
assessments for services provided as part of
these activities.
BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for export adminis-
tration and national security activities of
the Department of Commerce, including
costs associated with the performance of ex-
port administration field activities both do-
mestically and abroad; full medical coverage
for dependent members of immediate fami-
lies of employees stationed overseas; em-
ployment of citizens of the United States
and aliens by contract for services abroad;
payment of tort claims, in the manner au-

thorized in the first paragraph of section 2672

of title 28, United States Code, when such

claims arise in foreign countries; not to ex-
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ceed $13,500 for official representation ex-
penses abroad; awards of compensation to in-
formers under the Export Control Reform
Act of 2018 (subtitle B of title XVII of the
John S. McCain National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2019; Public Law 115—
232; 132 Stat. 2208; 50 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.), and
as authorized by section 1(b) of the Act of
June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 223; 22 U.S.C. 401(b));
and purchase of passenger motor vehicles for
official use and motor vehicles for law en-
forcement use with special requirement vehi-
cles eligible for purchase without regard to
any price limitation otherwise established
by law, $235,000,000, of which $94,000,000 shall
remain available until expended: Provided,
That the provisions of the first sentence of
section 105(f) and all of section 108(c) of the
Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall
apply in carrying out these activities: Pro-
vided further, That payments and contribu-
tions collected and accepted for materials or
services provided as part of such activities
may be retained for use in covering the cost
of such activities, and for providing informa-
tion to the public with respect to the export
administration and national security activi-
ties of the Department of Commerce and
other export control programs of the United
States and other governments.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

For economic development assistance as
provided by the Public Works and Economic
Development Act of 1965, including provision
of assistance under section 207(b) of such
Act, for trade adjustment assistance, and for
programs authorized by the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980,
as amended, $400,000,000 to remain available
until expended, which shall be for the pur-
poses and in the amounts specified in the
table titled ‘‘Economic Development Assist-
ance Programs’ in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act).

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of administering
the economic development assistance pro-
grams as provided for by law, $66,000,000: Pro-
vided, That funds provided under this head-
ing may be used to monitor projects ap-
proved pursuant to title I of the Public
Works Employment Act of 1976; title II of
the Trade Act of 1974; sections 27 through 30
of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722-3723), as
amended; and the Community Emergency
Drought Relief Act of 1977.

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Minority
Business Development Agency in fostering,
promoting, and developing minority business
enterprises, as authorized by law, $50,000,000.

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as authorized by
law, of economic and statistical analysis pro-
grams of the Department of Commerce,
$118,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing
statistics, provided for by law, $318,500,000:
Provided, That, from amounts provided here-
in, funds may be used for promotion, out-
reach, and marketing activities.

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-

piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing
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statistics for periodic censuses and programs
provided for by law, $1,171,849,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That, from amounts provided herein, funds
may be used for promotion, outreach, and
marketing activities.

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as provided for by
law, of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA),
$50,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 1535(d), the Secretary of
Commerce shall charge Federal agencies for
costs incurred in spectrum management,
analysis, operations, and related services,
and such fees shall be retained and used as
offsetting collections for costs of such spec-
trum services, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Secretary
of Commerce is authorized to retain and use
as offsetting collections all funds trans-
ferred, or previously transferred, from other
Government agencies for all costs incurred
in telecommunications research, engineer-
ing, and related activities by the Institute
for Telecommunication Sciences of NTIA, in
furtherance of its assigned functions under
this paragraph, and such funds received from
other Government agencies shall remain
available until expended.

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses for the design, con-
struction, alteration, improvement, mainte-
nance, and repair of buildings and facilities
managed by the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration, not
otherwise provided for, $1,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK
OFFICE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For mnecessary expenses of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) provided for by law, including de-
fense of suits instituted against the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the TUSPTO,
$4,956,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as offsetting collections of fees and
surcharges assessed and collected by the
USPTO under any law are received during
fiscal year 2026, so as to result in a fiscal
year 2026 appropriation from the general
fund estimated at $0: Provided further, That
during fiscal year 2026, should the total
amount of such offsetting collections be less
than $4,956,000,000, this amount shall be re-
duced accordingly: Provided further, That any
amount received in excess of $4,956,000,000 in
fiscal year 2026 and deposited in the Patent
and Trademark Fee Reserve Fund shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of USPTO shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made
available by the preceding proviso and such
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That any amounts reprogrammed in
accordance with the preceding proviso shall
be transferred to the United States Patent
and Trademark Office ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’ account: Provided further, That the
budget of the President submitted for fiscal
year 2027 under section 1105 of title 31,
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United States Code, shall include within
amounts provided under this heading for nec-
essary expenses of the USPTO any increases
that are expected to result from an increase
promulgated through rule or regulation in
offsetting collections of fees and surcharges
assessed and collected by the USPTO under
any law in either fiscal year 2026 or fiscal
year 2027: Provided further, That from
amounts provided herein, not to exceed
$13,500 shall be made available in fiscal year
2026 for official reception and representation
expenses: Provided further, That in fiscal year
2026 from the amounts made available for
‘‘Salaries and Expenses’ for the USPTO, the
amounts necessary to pay (1) the difference
between the percentage of basic pay contrib-
uted by the USPTO and employees under sec-
tion 8334(a) of title 5, United States Code,
and the normal cost percentage (as defined
by section 8331(17) of that title) as provided
by the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) for USPTO’s specific use, of basic pay,
of employees subject to subchapter III of
chapter 83 of that title, and (2) the present
value of the otherwise unfunded accruing
costs, as determined by OPM for USPTO’s
specific use of post-retirement life insurance
and post-retirement health benefits coverage
for all USPTO employees who are enrolled in
Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB)
and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance
(FEGLI), shall be transferred to the Civil
Service Retirement and Disability Fund, the
FEGLI Fund, and the Employees FEHB
Fund, as appropriate, and shall be available
for the authorized purposes of those ac-
counts: Provided further, That any differences
between the present value factors published
in OPM'’s yearly 300 series benefit letters and
the factors that OPM provides for USPTO’s
specific use shall be recognized as an im-
puted cost on USPTO’s financial statements,
where applicable: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, all
fees and surcharges assessed and collected by
USPTO are available for USPTO only pursu-
ant to section 42(c) of title 35, United States
Code, as amended by section 22 of the Leahy-
Smith America Invents Act (Public Law 112-
29): Provided further, That within the
amounts appropriated, $2,450,000 shall be
transferred to the ‘‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral” account for activities associated with
carrying out investigations and audits re-
lated to the USPTO.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND
TECHNOLOGY
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND
SERVICES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology (NIST),
$1,249,239,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $9,000,000 may
be transferred to the ‘““Working Capital
Fund’’: Provided, That of the amounts appro-
priated under this heading, $405,331,366 shall
be made available for the NIST—STRS
projects, and in the amounts, specified in the
table titled ‘“‘Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending’’ included
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act): Provided further, That the amounts
made available for the projects referenced in
the preceding proviso may not be transferred
for any other purpose: Provided further, That
not to exceed $5,000 shall be for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That NIST may provide local
transportation for summer undergraduate
research fellowship program participants.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

For necessary expenses for industrial tech-

nology services, $212,000,000, to remain avail-
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able until expended, of which $175,000,000
shall be for the Hollings Manufacturing Ex-
tension Partnership, and of which $37,000,000
shall be for the Manufacturing USA Pro-
gram.

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

For construction of new research facilities,
including architectural and engineering de-
sign, and for renovation and maintenance of
existing facilities, not otherwise provided for
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, as authorized by sections 13
through 15 of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology Act (156 U.S.C.
278c-278e), $385,897,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the
amounts appropriated under this heading,
$257,897,000 shall be made available for the
NIST—Construction projects, and in the
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘“‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending”’ included for this division
in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A
of this consolidated Act): Provided further,
That up to one percent of amounts made
available for the projects referenced in the
preceding proviso may be used for the admin-
istrative costs of such projects: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made
available by the preceding proviso and such
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Commerce
shall include in the budget justification ma-
terials for fiscal year 2027 that the Secretary
submits to Congress in support of the De-
partment of Commerce budget (as submitted
with the budget of the President under sec-
tion 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code)
an estimate for each National Institute of
Standards and Technology construction
project having a total multi-year program
cost of more than $5,000,000, and simulta-
neously the budget justification materials
shall include an estimate of the budgetary
requirements for each such project for each
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of activities au-
thorized by law for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in-
cluding maintenance, operation, and hire of
aircraft and vessels; pilot programs for
State-led fisheries management, notwith-
standing any other provision of law; grants,
contracts, or other payments to nonprofit
organizations for the purposes of conducting
activities pursuant to cooperative agree-
ments; and relocation of facilities,
$4,540,392,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That fees and dona-
tions received by the National Ocean Service
for the management of national marine sanc-
tuaries may be retained and used for the sal-
aries and expenses associated with those ac-
tivities, notwithstanding section 3302 of title
31, United States Code: Provided further, That
in addition, $399,644,000 shall be derived by
transfer from the fund entitled ‘‘Promote
and Develop Fishery Products and Research
Pertaining to American Fisheries’, which
shall only be used for fishery activities re-
lated to the Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant Pro-
gram; Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments; Observers and Training;
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Fisheries Management Programs and Serv-
ices; and Interjurisdictional Fisheries
Grants: Provided further, That in addition
$28,000,000 is derived from recoveries of prior
year obligations: Provided further, That of
the amounts provided under this heading, in-
cluding the amounts in the clause preceding
the first proviso and in the second and third
provisos, $4,862,168,110 shall be for the pur-
poses and in the amounts specified in the ta-
bles under this heading in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this Act): Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts provided
under this heading, including the amounts in
the clause preceding the first proviso and in
the second and third provisos, $105,867,890
shall be made available for the NOAA—CZM
and NOAA—ORF projects, and in the
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘“‘Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending’”’ included for this division
in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A
of this consolidated Act): Provided further,
That the amounts made available for the
projects referenced in the preceding proviso
may not be transferred for any other pur-
pose: Provided further, That not to exceed
$71,299,000 shall be for payment to the ‘“De-
partment of Commerce Working Capital
Fund”’: Provided further, That any use of
deobligated balances of funds provided under
this heading in previous years shall be sub-
ject to the procedures set forth in section 505
of this Act: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, for necessary retired pay expenses
under the Retired Serviceman’s Family Pro-
tection and Survivor Benefits Plan, and for
payments for the medical care of retired per-
sonnel and their dependents under the De-
pendents’ Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C. ch. 55),
such sums as may be necessary.
PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

For procurement, acquisition and con-
struction of capital assets, including alter-
ation and modification costs, of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
$1,576,899,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, except that funds provided
for acquisition and construction of satellites,
vessels, aircraft, and construction of facili-
ties shall remain available until expended:
Provided, That in addition $13,000,000 is pro-
vided from recoveries of prior year obliga-
tions: Provided further, That the amounts
provided under this heading, including the
amounts in the clause preceding the first
proviso and in the first proviso, shall be for
the purposes and in the amounts specified in
the tables under this heading in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the
matter preceding division A of this Act): Pro-
vided further, That any use of deobligated
balances of funds provided under this head-
ing in previous years shall be subject to the
procedures set forth in section 505 of this
Act: Provided further, That the Secretary of
Commerce shall include in budget justifica-
tion materials for fiscal year 2027 that the
Secretary submits to Congress in support of
the Department of Commerce budget (as sub-
mitted with the budget of the President
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United
States Code) an estimate for each National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
procurement, acquisition or construction
project having a total of more than $5,000,000
and simultaneously the budget justification
shall include an estimate of the budgetary
requirements for each such project for each
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years.

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY

For necessary expenses associated with the
restoration of Pacific salmon populations,
$65,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, of the funds
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provided herein, the Secretary of Commerce
may issue grants to the States of Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, California,
and Alaska, and to the federally recognized
Tribes of the Columbia River and Pacific
Coast (including Alaska), for projects nec-
essary for conservation of salmon and
steelhead populations that are listed as
threatened or endangered, or that are identi-
fied by a State as at-risk to be so listed, for
maintaining populations necessary for exer-
cise of Tribal treaty fishing rights or native
subsistence fishing, or for conservation of
Pacific coastal salmon and steelhead habi-
tat, based on guidelines to be developed by
the Secretary of Commerce: Provided further,
That all funds shall be allocated based on
scientific and other merit principles and
shall not be available for marketing activi-
ties: Provided further, That funds disbursed to
States shall be subject to a matching re-
quirement of funds or documented in-kind
contributions of at least 33 percent of the
Federal funds.
FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE
For necessary expenses of administering
the fishery disaster assistance programs au-
thorized by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (Public
Law 94-265) and the Interjurisdictional Fish-
eries Act (title III of Public Law 99-659),
$300,000.
FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND
For carrying out the provisions of title IV
of Public Law 95-372, not to exceed $349,000,
to be derived from receipts collected pursu-
ant to that Act, to remain available until ex-
pended.
FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT
Subject to section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2026,
obligations of direct loans may not exceed
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans
and not to exceed $150,000,000 for traditional
direct loans as authorized by the Merchant
Marine Act of 1936.
RECREATIONAL QUOTA ENTITY FUND
For carrying out the provisions of section
106 of the Driftnet Modernization and By-
catch Reduction Act (title I of division S of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023
(Public Law 117-328)), the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration may assess
and collect fees pursuant to such section,
which shall be credited to this account, to
remain available until expended, for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, in addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able for such purposes.
DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the manage-
ment of the Department of Commerce pro-
vided for by law, including not to exceed
$4,500 for official reception and representa-
tion, $92,500,000: Provided, That no employee
of the Department of Commerce may be de-
tailed or assigned from a bureau or office
funded by this Act or any other Act to of-
fices within the Office of the Secretary of the
Department of Commerce for more than 180
days in a fiscal year unless the individual’s
employing bureau or office is fully reim-
bursed for the salary and expenses of the em-
ployee for the entire period of assignment
using funds provided under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available
to the Department of Commerce in this or
any prior Act may not be transferred pursu-
ant to section 508 of this or any prior Act to
the account funded under this heading, ex-
cept in the case of extraordinary cir-
cumstances that threaten life or property.

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION

For necessary expenses for the renovation
and modernization of the Herbert C. Hoover
Building, $1,142,000.
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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5
U.8.C. App.), $48,000,000.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEcC. 101. During the current fiscal year, ap-
plicable appropriations and funds made
available to the Department of Commerce by
this Act shall be available for the activities
specified in the Act of October 26, 1949 (15
U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in the manner
prescribed by the Act, and, notwithstanding
31 U.S.C. 3324, may be used for advanced pay-
ments not otherwise authorized only upon
the certification of officials designated by
the Secretary of Commerce that such pay-
ments are in the public interest.

SEC. 102. During the current fiscal year, ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of Commerce by this Act for salaries
and expenses shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles as authorized by 31
U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by law (b U.S.C. 5901
5902).

SEC. 103. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current
fiscal year for the Department of Commerce
in this Act may be transferred between such
appropriations, but no such appropriation
shall be increased by more than 10 percent
by any such transfers: Provided, That any
transfer pursuant to this section shall be
treated as a reprogramming of funds under
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall notify the Com-
mittees on Appropriations at least 15 days in
advance of the acquisition or disposal of any
capital asset (including land, structures, and
equipment) not specifically provided for in
this Act or any other law appropriating
funds for the Department of Commerce.

SEC. 104. The requirements set forth by sec-
tion 105 of the Commerce, Justice, Science,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2012 (Public Law 112-55), as amended by sec-
tion 105 of title I of division B of Public Law
113-6, are hereby adopted by reference and
made applicable with respect to fiscal year
2026: Provided, That the life cycle cost for the
Joint Polar Satellite System is
$11,322,125,000, the life cycle cost of the Polar
Follow On Program is $6,837,900,000, the life
cycle cost for the Geostationary Operational
Environmental Satellite R-Series Program is
$11,700,100,000, and the life cycle cost for the
Space Weather Follow On Program is
$692,800,000.

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Commerce may
furnish services (including but not limited to
utilities, telecommunications, and security
services) necessary to support the operation,
maintenance, and improvement of space that
persons, firms, or organizations are author-
ized, pursuant to the Public Buildings Coop-
erative Use Act of 1976 or other authority, to
use or occupy in the Herbert C. Hoover
Building, Washington, DC, or other build-
ings, the maintenance, operation, and pro-
tection of which has been delegated to the
Secretary from the Administrator of General
Services pursuant to the Federal Property
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 on a
reimbursable or non-reimbursable basis.
Amounts received as reimbursement for
services provided under this section or the
authority under which the use or occupancy
of the space is authorized, up to $200,000,
shall be credited to the appropriation or fund
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which initially bears the costs of such serv-
ices.

SEC. 106. Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to prevent a grant recipient from de-
terring child pornography, copyright in-
fringement, or any other unlawful activity
over its networks.

SEC. 107. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion is authorized to use, with their consent,
with reimbursement and subject to the lim-
its of available appropriations, the land,
services, equipment, personnel, and facilities
of any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States, or of any State,
local government, Indian Tribal government,
Territory, or possession, or of any political
subdivision thereof, or of any foreign govern-
ment or international organization, for pur-
poses related to carrying out the responsibil-
ities of any statute administered by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion.

SEC. 108. The National Technical Informa-
tion Service shall not charge any customer
for a copy of any report or document gen-
erated by the Legislative Branch unless the
Service has provided information to the cus-
tomer on how an electronic copy of such re-
port or document may be accessed and
downloaded for free online. Should a cus-
tomer still require the Service to provide a
printed or digital copy of the report or docu-
ment, the charge shall be limited to recov-
ering the Service’s cost of processing, repro-
ducing, and delivering such report or docu-
ment.

SEC. 109. To carry out the responsibilities
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA), the Administrator of
NOAA is authorized to: (1) enter into grants
and cooperative agreements with; (2) use on
a non-reimbursable basis land, services,
equipment, personnel, and facilities provided
by; and (3) receive and expend funds made
available on a consensual basis from: a Fed-
eral agency, State or subdivision thereof,
local government, Tribal government, Terri-
tory, or possession or any subdivisions there-
of: Provided, That funds received for permit-
ting and related regulatory activities pursu-
ant to this section shall be deposited under
the heading ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration—Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities’” and shall remain
available until September 30, 2027, for such
purposes: Provided further, That all funds
within this section and their corresponding
uses are subject to section 505 of this Act.

SEC. 110. Amounts provided by this Act or
by any prior appropriations Act that remain
available for obligation, for necessary ex-
penses of the programs of the Economics and
Statistics Administration of the Department
of Commerce, including amounts provided
for programs of the Bureau of Economic
Analysis and the Bureau of the Census, shall
be available for expenses of cooperative
agreements with appropriate entities, in-
cluding any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental unit, or institution of higher edu-
cation, to aid and promote statistical, re-
search, and methodology activities which
further the purposes for which such amounts
have been made available.

SEC. 111. The Secretary of Commerce, or
the designee of the Secretary, may waive up
to 50 percent of the cost sharing require-
ments under section 315, of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1461) as
necessary at the request of the grant appli-
cant, for amounts made available under this
Act under the heading ‘‘Procurement, Acqui-
sition and Construction” under the heading
“National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration”.

SEC. 112. Any unobligated balances of ex-
pired discretionary funds transferred to the
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Department of Commerce Nonrecurring Ex-
penses Fund, as authorized by section 111 of
title I of division B of Public Law 116-93,
may be obligated only after the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate are notified at least 30
days in advance of the planned use of funds.

SEC. 113. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, in consultation with the employees of
the National Weather Service and non-gov-
ernmental experts in personnel management,
may establish an alternative or fixed rate for
relocation allowance, including permanent
change of station allowance, notwith-
standing the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 5724 and
the regulations prescribed under 5 U.S.C.
5738.

SEC. 114. The National Weather Service
shall maintain staffing levels in order to ful-
fill the mission required under 15 U.S.C. 313
to protect life and property to the maximum
extent possible.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Commerce Appropriations Act, 2026°".

TITLE IT
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JUSTICE OPERATIONS, MANAGEMENT, AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the operations,
management, and accountability of the De-
partment of Justice, $140,000,000, of which
not to exceed $4,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, and of which
not to exceed $4,000,000 for security and con-
struction of Department of Justice facilities
shall remain available until expended.

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information
sharing technology, including planning, de-
velopment, deployment and departmental di-
rection, $38,460,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Attorney Gen-
eral may transfer up to $40,000,000 to this ac-
count, from funds available to the Depart-
ment of Justice for information technology,
to remain available until expended, for en-
terprise-wide information technology initia-
tives: Provided further, That the transfer au-
thority in the preceding proviso is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority con-
tained in this Act: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to the first proviso shall
be treated as a reprogramming under section
505 of this Act and shall not be available for
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that
section.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the administra-
tion of immigration-related activities of the
Executive Office for Immigration Review,
$800,000,000, of which $10,000,000 shall be de-
rived by transfer from the Executive Office
for Immigration Review fees deposited in the
“Immigration Examinations Fee’ account,
and of which not less than $27,500,000 shall be
available for services and activities provided
by the Legal Orientation Program: Provided,
That not to exceed $50,000,000 of the total
amount made available under this heading
shall remain available until September 30,
2030, for build-out and modifications of
courtroom space.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $139,000,000, including not to
exceed $10,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character: Provided,
That not to exceed $4,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2027.
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UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mnecessary expenses of the United
States Parole Commission as authorized,
$13,000,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, upon the expira-
tion of a term of office of a Commissioner,
the Commissioner may continue to act until
a successor has been appointed.

LEGAL ACTIVITIES

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL
ACTIVITIES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the legal activi-
ties of the Department of Justice, not other-
wise provided for, including not to exceed
$20,000 for expenses of collecting evidence, to
be expended under the direction of, and to be
accounted for solely under the certificate of,
the Attorney General; the administration of
pardon and clemency petitions; and rent of
private or Government-owned space in the
District of Columbia, $900,000,000, of which
not to exceed $50,000,000 for litigation sup-
port contracts and information technology
projects, including cybersecurity and hard-
ening of critical networks, shall remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the total amount appropriated, not to exceed
$9,000 shall be available to the Criminal Divi-
sion for official reception and representation
expenses: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 205 of this Act, upon a de-
termination by the Attorney General that
emergent circumstances require additional
funding for litigation activities of the Civil
Division, the Attorney General may transfer
such amounts to ‘‘Salaries and Expenses,
General Legal Activities” from available ap-
propriations for the current fiscal year for
the Department of Justice, as may be nec-
essary to respond to such circumstances:
Provided further, That any transfer pursuant
to the preceding proviso shall be treated as a
reprogramming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That of the amount appropriated,
such sums as may be necessary shall be
available to the Civil Rights Division for sal-
aries and expenses associated with the elec-
tion monitoring program under section 8 of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10305)
and to reimburse the Office of Personnel
Management for such salaries and expenses:
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading for the election
monitoring program, $3,390,000 shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That any funds provided under this heading
in prior year appropriations Acts that re-
main available to the Civil Rights Division
for salaries and expenses associated with the
election monitoring program under section 8
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C.
10305) may also be used to carry out any au-
thorized purposes of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion:  Provided further, That amounts
repurposed by the preceding proviso may not
be used to increase the number of permanent
positions.

In addition, for reimbursement of expenses
of the Department of Justice associated with
processing cases under the National Child-
hood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986, $22,700,000,
to be appropriated from the Vaccine Injury
Compensation Trust Fund and to remain
available until expended.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION

For expenses necessary for the enforce-
ment of antitrust and Kkindred Ilaws,
$245,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall be



January 8, 2026

available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, fees col-
lected in fiscal year 2026 for premerger noti-
fication filings under the Hart-Scott-Rodino
Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976 (15
U.S.C. 18a) shall be retained and used for
necessary expenses in this appropriation and
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced (1) as such offsetting collections are
received during fiscal year 2026 and (2) to the
extent that any remaining general fund ap-
propriations can be derived from amounts
credited to this account as offsetting collec-
tions in previous fiscal years that are not
otherwise appropriated, so as to result in a
final fiscal year 2026 appropriation from the
general fund estimated at $0: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding section 605 of the
Departments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 1990 (15 U.S.C. 18a note),
none of the funds credited to this account as
offsetting collections in previous fiscal years
that were unavailable for obligation as of
September 30, 2025, shall become available
for obligation except as provided in the pre-
ceding proviso: Provided further, That any
premerger notification filing fees received in
excess of $245,000,000 in fiscal year 2026 shall
remain available until expended: Provided
further, That the Attorney General shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made
available by the preceding proviso and such
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section.
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES
ATTORNEYS

For necessary expenses of the Offices of the
United States Attorneys, including inter-
governmental and cooperative agreements,
$2,621,000,000: Provided, That of the total
amount appropriated, not to exceed $19,600
shall be available for official reception and
representation expenses: Provided further,
That not to exceed $40,000,000 shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That each United States Attorney shall es-
tablish or participate in a task force on
human trafficking.

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND

For necessary expenses of the United
States Trustee Program, as authorized,
$205,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, deposits of discre-
tionary offsetting collections to the United
States Trustee System Fund and amounts
herein appropriated shall be available in
such amounts as may be necessary to pay re-
funds due depositors: Provided further, That,
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
fees deposited into the Fund as discretionary
offsetting collections pursuant to section
589a of title 28, United States Code (as lim-
ited by section 589a(f)(2) of title 28, United
States Code), shall be retained and used for
necessary expenses in this appropriation and
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That to the extent that fees de-
posited into the Fund as discretionary offset-
ting collections in fiscal year 2026, net of
amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, exceed $205,000,000, those excess
amounts shall be available in this and future
fiscal years only to the extent provided in
advance in appropriations Acts: Provided fur-
ther, That the sum herein appropriated from
the general fund shall be reduced (1) as such
fees are received during fiscal year 2026, net
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of amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, (estimated at $205,000,000) and (2) to
the extent that any remaining general fund
appropriations can be derived from amounts
deposited in the Fund as discretionary off-
setting collections in previous fiscal years
that are not otherwise appropriated, so as to
result in a final fiscal year 2026 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at $0.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS
SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission, including services as author-
ized by section 3109 of title 5, United States
Code, $2,504,000.

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES

For fees and expenses of witnesses, for ex-
penses of contracts for the procurement and
supervision of expert witnesses, for private
counsel expenses, including advances, and for
expenses of foreign counsel, $320,000,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
not to exceed $16,000,000 is for construction of
buildings for protected witness safesites; not
to exceed $3,000,000 is for the purchase and
maintenance of armored and other vehicles
for witness security caravans; and not to ex-
ceed $35,000,000 is for the purchase, installa-
tion, maintenance, and upgrade of secure
telecommunications equipment and a secure
automated information network to store and
retrieve the identities and locations of pro-
tected witnesses: Provided, That amounts
made available under this heading may not
be transferred pursuant to section 205 of this
Act.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY
RELATIONS SERVICE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Community
Relations Service, $20,000,000: Provided, That
notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, upon
a determination by the Attorney General
that emergent circumstances require addi-
tional funding for conflict resolution and vi-
olence prevention activities of the Commu-
nity Relations Service, the Attorney General
may transfer such amounts to the Commu-
nity Relations Service, from available appro-
priations for the current fiscal year for the
Department of Justice, as may be necessary
to respond to such circumstances: Provided
further, That any transfer pursuant to the
preceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section.

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND

For expenses authorized by subparagraphs
(B), (F), and (G) of section 524(c)(1) of title 28,
United States Code, $20,514,000, to be derived
from the Department of Justice Assets For-
feiture Fund.

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the United
States Marshals Service, $1,702,000,000, of
which not to exceed $20,000 shall be available
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, not to exceed $8,900 shall be available
for INTERPOL Washington official reception
and representation expenses, and not to ex-
ceed $25,000,000 shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Director of
INTERPOL Washington shall concurrently
report to the Deputy Attorney General.

CONSTRUCTION

For construction in space that is con-
trolled, occupied, or utilized by the United
States Marshals Service for prisoner holding
and related support, $8,000,000, to remain
available until expended.
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FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION

For necessary expenses related to United
States prisoners in the custody of the United
States Marshals Service as authorized by
section 4013 of title 18, United States Code,
$2,236,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed
$20,000,000 shall be considered ‘‘funds appro-
priated for State and local law enforcement
assistance’ pursuant to section 4013(b) of
title 18, United States Code: Provided further,
That the United States Marshals Service
shall be responsible for managing the Justice
Prisoner and Air Transportation System.

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the National Security Division,
$117,200,000, of which not to exceed $5,000,000
for information technology systems shall re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act,
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require
additional funding for the activities of the
National Security Division, the Attorney
General may transfer such amounts to this
heading from available appropriations for
the current fiscal year for the Department of
Justice, as may be necessary to respond to
such circumstances: Provided further, That
any transfer pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso shall be treated as a reprogramming
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set
forth in that section.

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT
INTERAGENCY CRIME AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT

For necessary expenses for the identifica-
tion, investigation, and prosecution of indi-
viduals associated with the most significant
drug trafficking organizations, transnational
organized crime, and money laundering orga-
nizations not otherwise provided for, to in-
clude inter-governmental agreements with
State and local law enforcement agencies en-
gaged in the investigation and prosecution of
individuals involved in transnational orga-
nized crime and drug trafficking, $300,000,000,
of which $50,000,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That any amounts
obligated from appropriations under this
heading may be used under authorities avail-
able to the organizations reimbursed from
this appropriation: Provided further, That
any amounts obligated from appropriations
under this heading shall only be available for
the same purposes for which the amounts
were obligated in fiscal year 2024.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation for detection, inves-
tigation, and prosecution of crimes against
the United States, $10,609,456,000, of which
not to exceed $216,900,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed $284,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses.

CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses, to include the cost
of equipment, furniture, and information
technology requirements, related to con-
struction or acquisition of buildings, facili-
ties, and sites by purchase, or as otherwise
authorized by law; conversion, modification,
and extension of federally owned buildings;
preliminary planning and design of projects;
and operation and maintenance of secure
work environment facilities and secure net-
working capabilities; $15,000,000, to remain
available until expended.
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DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Drug En-
forcement Administration, including not to
exceed $70,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character pursuant
to section 530C of title 28, United States
Code; and expenses for conducting drug edu-
cation and training programs, including
travel and related expenses for participants
in such programs and the distribution of
items of token value that promote the goals
of such programs, $2,580,340,000, of which not
to exceed $75,000,000 shall remain available
until expended and not to exceed $90,000 shall
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses: Provided, That, not-
withstanding section 3672 of Public Law 106—
310, up to $10,000,000 may be used to reim-
burse States, units of local government, In-
dian Tribal Governments, other public enti-
ties, and multi-jurisdictional or regional
consortia thereof for expenses incurred to
clean up and safely dispose of substances as-
sociated with clandestine methamphetamine
laboratories, conversion and extraction oper-
ations, tableting operations, or laboratories
and processing operations for fentanyl and
fentanyl-related substances which may
present a danger to public health or the envi-
ronment: Provided further, That none of the
funds made available by this Act or any
prior Department of Justice Appropriations
Act shall be available to restart the illicit
crop imagery program.

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND
EXPLOSIVES

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
for training of State and local law enforce-
ment agencies with or without reimburse-
ment, including training in connection with
the training and acquisition of canines for
explosives and fire accelerants detection;
and for provision of laboratory assistance to
State and local law enforcement agencies,
with or without reimbursement,
$1,585,000,000, of which not to exceed $36,000
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, not to exceed $1,000,000 shall
be available for the payment of attorneys’
fees as provided by section 924(d)(2) of title
18, United States Code, and not to exceed
$25,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated herein shall be available to inves-
tigate or act upon applications for relief
from Federal firearms disabilities under sec-
tion 925(c) of title 18, United States Code:
Provided further, That such funds shall be
available to investigate and act upon appli-
cations filed by corporations for relief from
Federal firearms disabilities under section
925(c) of title 18, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That no funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to
transfer the functions, missions, or activities
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives to other agencies or Depart-
ments.

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Federal Pris-
on System for the administration, operation,
and maintenance of Federal penal and cor-
rectional institutions, and for the provision
of technical assistance and advice on correc-
tions related issues to foreign governments,
$8,100,000,000: Provided, That not less than
$409,483,000 shall be for the programs and ac-
tivities authorized by the First Step Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-391), of which not less
than 2 percent shall be transferred to and
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merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Re-
search, Evaluation and Statistics’” for the
National Institute of Justice to carry out
evaluations of programs and activities re-
lated to the First Step Act of 2018: Provided
further, That the Attorney General may
transfer to the Department of Health and
Human Services such amounts as may be
necessary for direct expenditures by that De-
partment for medical relief for inmates of
Federal penal and correctional institutions:
Provided further, That the Director of the
Federal Prison System, where necessary,
may enter into contracts with a fiscal agent
or fiscal intermediary claims processor to
determine the amounts payable to persons
who, on behalf of the Federal Prison System,
furnish health services to individuals com-
mitted to the custody of the Federal Prison
System: Provided further, That not to exceed
$5,400 shall be available for official reception
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $50,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended for necessary
operations: Provided further, That, of the
amounts provided for contract confinement,
not to exceed $20,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended to make payments in ad-
vance for grants, contracts and reimbursable
agreements, and other expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the Federal Prison
System may accept donated property and
services relating to the operation of the pris-
on card program from a not-for-profit entity
which has operated such program in the
past, notwithstanding the fact that such not-
for-profit entity furnishes services under
contracts to the Federal Prison System re-
lating to the operation of pre-release serv-
ices, halfway houses, or other custodial fa-
cilities: Provided further, That amounts made
available under this heading for programs
and activities related to the First Step Act
of 2018 may not be transferred, or otherwise
made available, to or for administration by
the Department of Labor.
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For planning, acquisition of sites, and con-
struction of new facilities; purchase and ac-
quisition of facilities and remodeling, and
equipping of such facilities for penal and cor-
rectional use, including all necessary ex-
penses incident thereto, by contract or force
account; and constructing, remodeling, and
equipping necessary buildings and facilities
at existing penal and correctional institu-
tions, including all necessary expenses inci-
dent thereto, by contract or force account,
$279,762,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $150,000,000 shall be avail-
able only for costs related to construction of
new facilities: Provided, That labor of United
States prisoners may be used for work per-
formed under this appropriation.

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

The Federal Prison Industries, Incor-
porated, is hereby authorized to make such
expenditures within the limits of funds and
borrowing authority available, and in accord
with the law, and to make such contracts
and commitments without regard to fiscal
year limitations as provided by section 9104
of title 31, United States Code, as may be
necessary in carrying out the program set
forth in the budget for the current fiscal
year for such corporation.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES,

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

Not to exceed $2,700,000 of the funds of the
Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated,
shall be available for its administrative ex-
penses, and for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, to be
computed on an accrual basis to be deter-
mined in accordance with the corporation’s
current prescribed accounting system, and
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such amounts shall be exclusive of deprecia-
tion, payment of claims, and expenditures
which such accounting system requires to be
capitalized or charged to cost of commod-
ities acquired or produced, including selling
and shipping expenses, and expenses in con-
nection with acquisition, construction, oper-
ation, maintenance, improvement, protec-
tion, or disposition of facilities and other
property belonging to the corporation or in
which it has an interest.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACTIVITIES

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND
PROSECUTION PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance for the preven-
tion and prosecution of violence against
women, as authorized by the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as
amended (34 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1968
Act”); title II of the Civil Rights Act of 1968
(commonly known as the ‘“Indian Civil
Rights Act of 1968°) (Public Law 90-284, as
amended) (‘‘the Indian Civil Rights Act”’);
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-322, as
amended) (34 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1994
Act”’); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990
(Public Law 101-647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the
Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to
end the Exploitation of Children Today Act
of 2003 (Public Law 108-21); the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974
(34 U.S.C. 11101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1974 Act”’); the
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-386, as
amended) (‘‘the 2000 Act’); the Justice for
All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-405, as
amended) (‘‘the 2004 Act’); the Violence
Against Women and Department of Justice
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-
162, as amended) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization Act of
2013 (Public Law 113-4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the
Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015
(Public Law 114-22) (‘‘the 2015 Act’); the
Abolish Human Trafficking Act (Public Law
115-392); and the Violence Against Women
Act Reauthorization Act of 2022 (division W
of Public Law 117-103) (‘‘the 2022 Act’’); and
for related victims services, $720,000,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
$100,000,000 shall be derived by transfer from
amounts available for obligation in this Act
from the Fund established by section 1402 of
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98-473
(34 U.S.C. 20101), notwithstanding section
1402(d) of such Act of 1984, and merged with
the amounts otherwise made available under
this heading: Provided, That except as other-
wise provided by law, not to exceed 5 percent
of funds made available under this heading
may be used for expenses related to evalua-
tion, training, and technical assistance: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount provided—

(1) $257,000,000 is for grants to combat vio-
lence against women, as authorized by part
T of the 1968 Act, and any applicable in-
creases for the amount of such grants, as au-
thorized by section 5903 of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023: Provided, That $10,000,000
shall be for any such increases under such
section 5903, which shall apply to fiscal year
2026 grants funded by amounts provided in
this paragraph;

(2) $51,000,000 is for transitional housing as-
sistance grants for victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual as-
sault as authorized by section 40299 of the
1994 Act;

(3) $2,500,000 is for the National Institute of
Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics
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for research, evaluation, and statistics of vi-
olence against women and related issues ad-
dressed by grant programs of the Office on
Violence Against Women, which shall be
transferred to ‘‘Research, Evaluation and
Statistics’ for administration by the Office
of Justice Programs;

(4) $17,000,000 is for a grant program to pro-
vide services to advocate for and respond to
youth victims of domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, and stalking; assist-
ance to children and youth exposed to such
violence; assistance to middle and high
school students through education and other
services related to such violence; and pro-
grams to engage men and youth in pre-
venting domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking: Provided, That
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by sections 41201, 41204,
41303, and 41305 of the 1994 Act, prior to its
amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be avail-
able for this program: Provided further, That
10 percent of the total amount available for
this grant program shall be available for
grants under the program authorized by sec-
tion 2015 of the 1968 Act: Provided further,
That the definitions and grant conditions in
section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to
this program;

(5) $60,500,000 is for grants to improve the
criminal justice response as authorized by
part U of title I of the 1968 Act, of which up
to $4,000,000 is for a homicide reduction ini-
tiative; up to $2,000,000 is for a domestic vio-
lence lethality reduction initiative; and up
to $5,000,000 is for an initiative to promote
effective policing and prosecution responses
to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, and stalking, including evaluation
of the effectiveness of funded interventions
(‘‘Policing and Prosecution Initiative’’);

(6) $79,500,000 is for sexual assault victims
assistance, as authorized by section 41601 of
the 1994 Act;

(7) $50,500,000 is for rural domestic violence
and child abuse enforcement assistance
grants, as authorized by section 40295 of the
1994 Act;

(8) $25,000,000 is for grants to reduce violent
crimes against women on campus, as author-
ized by section 304 of the 2005 Act, of which
$12,500,000 is for grants to Historically Black
Colleges and Universities, Hispanic-Serving
Institutions, and Tribal colleges and univer-
sities;

(9) $55,000,000 is for legal assistance for vic-
tims, as authorized by section 1201 of the 2000
Act;

(10) $9,000,000 is for enhanced training and
services to end violence against and abuse of
women in later life, as authorized by section
40801 of the 1994 Act;

(11) $21,000,000 is for grants to support fami-
lies in the justice system, as authorized by
section 1301 of the 2000 Act: Provided, That
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by section 1301 of the 2000
Act and section 41002 of the 1994 Act, prior to
their amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be
available for this program;

(12) $11,500,000 is for education and training
to end violence against and abuse of women
with disabilities, as authorized by section
1402 of the 2000 Act;

(13) $1,000,000 is for the National Resource
Center on Workplace Responses to assist vic-
tims of domestic violence, as authorized by
section 41501 of the 1994 Act;

(14) $2,000,000 is for analysis and research
on violence against Indian women, including
as authorized by section 904 of the 2005 Act:
Provided, That such funds may be transferred
to ‘“‘Research, Evaluation and Statistics’ for
administration by the Office of Justice Pro-
grams;

(15) $500,000 is for a national clearinghouse
that provides training and technical assist-
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ance on issues relating to sexual assault of
American Indian and Alaska Native women;

(16) $14,500,000 is for programs to assist
Tribal Governments in exercising special
Tribal criminal jurisdiction, as authorized
by section 204 of the Indian Civil Rights Act:
Provided, That the grant conditions in sec-
tion 40002(b) of the 1994 Act shall apply to
grants made;

(17) $1,500,000 is for the purposes authorized
under the 2015 Act;

(18) $14,000,000 is for a grant program as au-
thorized by section 41801 of the 1994 Act: Pro-
vided, That the definitions and grant condi-
tions in section 109 of the 2022 Act shall
apply to this program;

(19) $10,000,000 is for culturally specific
services for victims, as authorized by section
121 of the 2005 Act;

(20) $4,500,000 is for an initiative to support
cross-designation of tribal prosecutors as
Tribal Special Assistant United States At-
torneys: Provided, That the definitions and
grant conditions in section 40002 of the 1994
Act shall apply to this initiative;

(21) $1,000,000 is for an initiative to support
victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking, including
through the provision of technical assist-
ance, as authorized by section 206 of the 2022
Act: Provided, That the definitions and grant
conditions in section 40002 of the 1994 Act
shall apply to this initiative;

(22) $2,000,000 is for a National Deaf Serv-
ices Line to provide services to Deaf victims
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, and stalking: Provided, That the
definitions and grant conditions in section
40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to this serv-
ice line;

(23) $4,500,000 is for grants for outreach and
services to underserved populations, as au-
thorized by section 120 of the 2005 Act;

(24) $3,000,000 is for an initiative to provide
financial assistance to victims, including
evaluation of the effectiveness of funded
projects: Provided, That the definitions and
grant conditions in section 40002 of the 1994
Act shall apply to this initiative;

(25) $5,000,000 is for trauma-informed, vic-
tim-centered training for law enforcement,
and related research and evaluation activi-
ties, as authorized by section 41701 of the 1994
Act;

(26) $12,000,000 is for grants to support ac-
cess to sexual assault nurse examinations, as
authorized by section 304 of title IIT of the
2004 Act: Provided, That the grant conditions
in section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to
this program; and

(27) $5,000,000 is for local law enforcement
grants for prevention, enforcement, and
prosecution of cybercrimes against individ-
uals, as authorized by section 1401 of the 2022
Act, and for a National Resource Center on
Cybercrimes Against Individuals, as author-
ized by section 1402 of the 2022 Act: Provided,
That the grant conditions in section 40002 of
the 1994 Act shall apply to this paragraph.

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘title I of the 1968
Act”) (Public Law 90-351); the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994
(Public Law 103-322) (‘‘the 1994 Act”’); the Ju-
venile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Act of 1974 (“‘the 1974 Act”) (Public Law 93—
415); the Missing Children’s Assistance Act
(34 U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the Prosecutorial
Remedies and Other Tools to end the Exploi-
tation of Children Today Act of 2003 (Public
Law 108-21) (‘‘the PROTECT Act”); the Jus-
tice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-405);
the Violence Against Women and Depart-
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ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the
Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (title II of
Public Law 101-647); the Second Chance Act
of 2007 (Public Law 110-199); the Victims of
Crime Act of 1984 (chapter XIV of title II of
Public Law 98-473); the Adam Walsh Child
Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Public
Law 109-248) (‘‘the Adam Walsh Act’’); the
PROTECT Our Children Act of 2008 (Public
Law 110-401); subtitle C of title II of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’); the Prison Rape
Elimination Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-79)
(“PREA”’); the NICS Improvement Amend-
ments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-180); the
Violence Against Women Reauthorization
Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-4) (‘‘the 2013
Act”’); the Comprehensive Addiction and Re-
covery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198); the
First Step Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-391);
and other programs, $55,000,000, to remain
available until expended, of which—

(1) $33,000,000 is for criminal justice statis-
tics programs and other activities as author-
ized by part C of title I of the 1968 Act; and

(2) $22,000,000 is for research, development,
and evaluation programs, and other activi-
ties as authorized by part B of title I of the
1968 Act and subtitle C of title II of the 2002
Act, and for activities authorized by or con-
sistent with the First Step Act of 2018.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ASSISTANCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-322) (‘‘the
1994 Act’); the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-351)
(“‘the 1968 Act’’); the Justice for All Act of
2004 (Public Law 108-405); the Victims of
Child Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-647)
(‘“‘the 1990 Act’); the Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 109-164) (‘‘the TVPRA of 2005’); the
Violence Against Women and Department of
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public
Law 109-162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’); the Adam
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of
2006 (Public Law 109-248) (‘‘the Adam Walsh
Act”’); the Victims of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Protection Act of 2000 (Public Law 106—
386) (‘‘the Victims of Trafficking Act’’); the
NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007
(Public Law 110-180); subtitle C of title II of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public
Law 107-296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’); the Prison
Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (Public Law
108-79) (““PREA”’); the Second Chance Act of
2007 (Public Law 110-199); the Prioritizing
Resources and Organization for Intellectual
Property Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-403); the
Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (Public Law 98—
473); the Mentally Il1 Offender Treatment
and Crime Reduction Reauthorization and
Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
416); the Violence Against Women Reauthor-
ization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-4) (‘‘the
2013 Act’’); the Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198)
(““CARA”’); the Justice for All Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-324); Kevin
and Avonte’s Law (division Q of Public Law
115-141) (“‘Kevin and Avonte’s Law’’); the
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act of 2018 (title
IIT of division S of Public Law 115-141) (‘‘the
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act’); the STOP
School Violence Act of 2018 (title V of divi-
sion S of Public Law 115-141) (‘‘the STOP
School Violence Act’’); the Fix NICS Act of
2018 (title VI of division S of Public Law 115—
141); the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant
Program Authorization Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-185); the SUPPORT for Patients and
Communities Act (Public Law 115-271); the
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Second Chance Reauthorization Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-391); the Matthew Shepard
and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention
Act (Public Law 111-84); the Ashanti Alert
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-401); the Missing
Persons and Unidentified Remains Act of
2019 (Public Law 116-277); the Jabara-Heyer
NO HATE Act (34 U.S.C. 30507); the Violence
Against Women Act Reauthorization Act of
2022 (division W of Public Law 117-103) (‘‘the
2022 Act’’); the Daniel Anderl Judicial Secu-
rity and Privacy Act of 2022 (Public Law 117—
263); and other programs, $2,400,000,000, to re-
main available until expended as follows—

(1) $964,000,000 for the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant program as au-
thorized by subpart 1 of part E of title I of
the 1968 Act (except that section 1001(c), and
the special rules for Puerto Rico under sec-
tion 505(g), of title I of the 1968 Act shall not
apply for purposes of this Act), of which, not-
withstanding such subpart 1—

(A) $12,500,000 is for an Officer Robert Wil-
son IIT memorial initiative on Preventing
Violence Against Law Enforcement and En-
suring Officer Resilience and Survivability
(VALOR);

(B) $3,000,000 is for the operation, mainte-
nance, and expansion of the National Missing
and Unidentified Persons System;

(C) $6,000,000 is for a grant program for
State and local law enforcement to provide
officer training on responding to individuals
with mental illness or disabilities, including
for purposes described in the Law Enforce-
ment De-Escalation Training Act of 2022
(Public Law 117-325);

(D) $2,500,000 is for a student loan repay-
ment assistance program pursuant to section
952 of Public Law 110-315;

(E) $15,000,000 is for prison rape prevention
and prosecution grants to States and units of
local government, and other programs, as
authorized by PREA;

(F) $2,500,000 is for the Missing Americans
Alert Program (title XXIV of the 1994 Act),
as amended by Kevin and Avonte’s Law;

(G) $13,000,000 is for grants authorized
under the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant
Authorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
185);

(H) $11,500,000 is for the Capital Litigation
Improvement Grant Program, as authorized
by section 426 of Public Law 108-405, and for
grants for wrongful conviction review;

(I) $3,000,000 is for the program specified in
paragraph (1)(I) under the heading ‘‘State
and Local Law Enforcement Assistance’ in
division B of Public Law 117-328;

(J) $1,000,000 is for the purposes of the
Ashanti Alert Communications Network as
authorized under the Ashanti Alert Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-401);

(K) $2,750,000 is for a grant program to rep-
licate and support family-based alternative
sentencing programs;

(L) $3,000,000 is for a rural violent crime
initiative, including assistance for law en-
forcement;

(M) $3,000,000 is for grants authorized under
the Missing Persons and Unidentified Re-
mains Act of 2019 (Public Law 116-277);

(N) $1,000,000 is for the purposes authorized
under section 1506 of the 2022 Act; and

(O) $537,978,926 is for discretionary grants
to improve the functioning of the criminal
justice system, to prevent or combat juve-
nile delinquency, and to assist victims of
crime (other than compensation), which
shall be made available for the OJP—Byrne
projects, and in the amounts, specified in the
table titled ‘“‘Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending’ included
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act): Provided, That such amounts may not
be transferred for any other purpose;
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(2) $202,500,000 for the State Criminal Alien
Assistance Program, as authorized by sec-
tion 241(I)(5) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1231(I)(5)): Provided, That
no jurisdiction shall request compensation
for any cost greater than the actual cost for
Federal immigration and other detainees
housed in State and local detention facili-
ties;

(3) $83,500,000 for victim services programs
for victims of trafficking, as authorized by
section 107(b)(2) of the Victims of Trafficking
Act, by the TVPRA of 2005, or programs au-
thorized under Public Law 113-4;

(4) $7,500,000 for a grant program to prevent
and address economic, high technology,
white collar, and Internet crime, including
as authorized by section 401 of Public Law
110-403, of which not less than $2,500,000 is for
intellectual property enforcement grants in-
cluding as authorized by section 401, and
$2,000,000 is for grants to develop databases
on Internet of Things device capabilities and
to build and execute training modules for
law enforcement;

(5) $19,000,000 for sex offender management
assistance, as authorized by the Adam Walsh
Act, and related activities, of which
$1,000,000 is for the National Sex Offender
Public Website;

(6) $30,000,000 for the Patrick Leahy Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program, as
authorized by section 2501 of title I of the
1968 Act: Provided, That $1,500,000 shall be
transferred directly to the National Institute
of Standards and Technology’s Office of Law
Enforcement Standards for research, testing,
and evaluation programs;

(7) $83,000,000 for grants to States to up-
grade criminal and mental health records for
the National Instant Criminal Background
Check System, of which no less than
$24,000,000 shall be for grants made under the
authorities of the NICS Improvement
Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-180)
and Fix NICS Act of 2018;

(8) $32,500,000 for Paul Coverdell Forensic
Sciences Improvement Grants under part BB
of title I of the 1968 Act;

(9) $138,000,000 for DNA-related and forensic
programs and activities, of which—

(A) $115,000,000 is for the purposes author-
ized under section 2 of the DNA Analysis
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (Public Law
106-546) (the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog
Grant Program): Provided, That up to 4 per-
cent of funds made available under this para-
graph may be used for the purposes described
in the DNA Training and Education for Law
Enforcement, Correctional Personnel, and
Court Officers program (Public Law 108-405,
section 303);

(B) $6,000,000 is for other local, State, and
Federal forensic activities;

(C) $13,000,000 is for the purposes described
in the Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction
DNA Testing Grant Program (Public Law
108405, section 412); and

(D) $4,000,000 is for Sexual Assault Forensic
Exam Program grants, including as author-
ized by section 304 of Public Law 108-405;

(10) $50,000,000 for community-based grant
programs to improve the response to sexual
assault, including assistance for investiga-
tion and prosecution of related cold cases;

(11) $14,000,000 for the court-appointed spe-
cial advocate program, as authorized by sec-
tion 217 of the 1990 Act;

(12) $48,000,000 for assistance to Indian
Tribes;

(13) $111,000,000 for offender reentry pro-
grams and research, as authorized by the
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110—
199) and by the Second Chance Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-391), without
regard to the time limitations specified at
section 6(1) of such Act, of which not to ex-
ceed—
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(A) $8,000,000 is for a program to improve
State, local, and Tribal probation or parole
supervision efforts and strategies;

(B) $5,000,000 is for children of incarcerated
parents demonstration programs to enhance
and maintain parental and family relation-
ships for incarcerated parents as a reentry or
recidivism reduction strategy;

(C) $5,000,000 is for additional replication
sites employing the Project HOPE Oppor-
tunity Probation with Enforcement model
implementing swift and certain sanctions in
probation, of which no less than $500,000 shall
be used for a project that provides training,
technical assistance, and best practices; and

(D) $10,000,000 is for a grant program for

crisis stabilization and community reentry,
as authorized by the Crisis Stabilization and
Community Reentry Act of 2020 (Public Law
116-281):
Provided, That up to $7,500,000 of funds made
available in this paragraph may be used for
performance-based awards for Pay for Suc-
cess projects, of which up to $5,000,000 shall
be for Pay for Success programs imple-
menting the Permanent Supportive Housing
Model and reentry housing;

(14) $403,000,000 for comprehensive opioid
use reduction activities, including as author-
ized by CARA, and for the following pro-
grams, which shall address opioid, stimulant,
and substance use disorders consistent with
underlying program authorities, of which—

(A) $86,000,000 is for Drug Courts, as au-
thorized by section 1001(a)(25)(A) of title I of
the 1968 Act;

(B) $35,000,000 is for mental health courts
and adult and juvenile collaboration pro-
gram grants, as authorized by parts V and
HH of title I of the 1968 Act, and the Men-
tally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Re-
duction Reauthorization and Improvement
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-416);

(C) $30,000,000 is for grants for Residential
Substance Abuse Treatment for State Pris-
oners, as authorized by part S of title I of the
1968 Act;

(D) $32,000,000 is for a veterans treatment
courts program, of which $4,000,000 is for a
national center for veterans justice;

(E) $35,000,000 is for a program to monitor
prescription drugs and scheduled listed
chemical products; and

(F) $185,000,000 is for a comprehensive
opioid, stimulant, and substance use disorder
program;

(15) $2,500,000 for a competitive grant pro-
gram authorized by the Keep Young Athletes
Safe Act;

(16) $82,000,000 for grants to be adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance for
purposes authorized under the STOP School
Violence Act;

(17) $3,000,000 for grants to State and local
law enforcement agencies for the expenses
associated with the investigation and pros-
ecution of criminal offenses involving civil
rights, as authorized by the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crimes Reauthorization
Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-325);

(18) $17,000,000 for grants to State, local,
and Tribal law enforcement agencies to con-
duct educational outreach and training on
hate crimes and to investigate and prosecute
hate crimes, as authorized by section 4704 of
the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr.
Hate Crimes Prevention Act (Public Law 111-
84);

(19) $9,000,000 for grants specified in para-
graph (20) under the heading ‘‘State and
Local Law Enforcement Assistance’ in divi-
sion B of Public Law 117-328;

(20) $9,000,000 for programs authorized
under the Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act (34
U.S.C. 30507);

(21) $84,000,000 for initiatives to improve
police-community relations, of which
$15,000,000 is for a competitive matching
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grant program for purchases of body-worn
cameras for State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement; $19,000,000 is for a justice rein-
vestment initiative, for activities related to
criminal justice reform and recidivism re-
duction; and $50,000,000 is for a community
violence intervention and prevention initia-
tive; and

(22) $7,500,000 for a grant program as au-
thorized by the Daniel Anderl Judicial Secu-
rity and Privacy Act of 2022 (Public Law 117—
263):

Provided, That, if a unit of local government
uses any of the funds made available under
this heading to increase the number of law
enforcement officers, the unit of local gov-
ernment will achieve a net gain in the num-
ber of law enforcement officers who perform
non-administrative public sector safety serv-
ice: Provided further, That in the spending
plan submitted pursuant to section 528 of
this Act, the Office of Justice Programs shall
specifically and explicitly identify all
changes in the administration of competitive
grant programs for fiscal year 2026, including
changes to applicant eligibility, priority
areas or weightings, and the application re-
view process.

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-415) (‘‘the
1974 Act”’); title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (Public Law
90-351) (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Violence Against
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (‘‘the
2005 Act’’); the Missing Children’s Assistance
Act (34 U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the PROTECT
Act (Public Law 108-21); the Victims of Child
Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-647) (‘‘the
1990 Act’’); the Adam Walsh Child Protection
and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-248)
(‘“‘the Adam Walsh Act”); the PROTECT Our
Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-401)
(‘““the 2008 Act); the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public
Law 113-4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Justice for
All Reauthorization Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-324); the Missing Children’s Assistance
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-267); the Juvenile
Justice Reform Act of 2018 (Public Law 115—
385); the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (chap-
ter XIV of title IT of Public Law 98-473) (‘‘the
1984 Act’’); the Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198);
and other juvenile justice programs,
$375,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended as follows—

(1) $65,000,000 for programs authorized by
section 221 of the 1974 Act, and for training
and technical assistance to assist small, non-
profit organizations with the Federal grants
process: Provided, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph, $500,000 shall be
for a competitive demonstration grant pro-
gram to support emergency planning among
State, local, and Tribal juvenile justice resi-
dential facilities;

(2) $105,000,000 for youth mentoring grants;

(3) $50,500,000 for delinquency prevention,
of which, pursuant to sections 261 and 262 of
the 1974 Act—

(A) $4,000,000 shall be for grants to prevent
trafficking of girls;

(B) $16,000,000 shall be for the Tribal Youth
Program;

(C) $4,500,000 shall be for competitive
grants focusing on girls in the juvenile jus-
tice system;

(D) $10,500,000 shall be for an initiative re-
lating to youth affected by opioids, stimu-
lants, and substance use disorder;

(E) $9,000,000 shall be for an initiative re-
lating to children exposed to violence; and

(F) $2,000,000 shall be for the Arts in Juve-
nile Justice Demonstration Program;
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(4) $43,000,000 for programs authorized by
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990;

(5) $105,000,000 for missing and exploited
children programs, including as authorized
by sections 404(b) and 405(a) of the 1974 Act
(except that section 102(b)(4)(B) of the 2008
Act (Public Law 110-401) shall not apply for
purposes of this Act);

(6) $4,500,000 for child abuse training pro-
grams for judicial personnel and practi-
tioners, as authorized by section 222 of the
1990 Act; and

(7) $2,000,000 for a program to improve juve-
nile indigent defense:

Provided, That not more than 10 percent of
each amount may be used for research, eval-
uation, and statistics activities designed to
benefit the programs or activities author-
ized: Provided further, That not more than 2
percent of the amounts designated under
paragraphs (1) through (3) and (6) may be
used for training and technical assistance:
Provided further, That the two preceding pro-
visos shall not apply to grants and projects
administered pursuant to sections 261 and 262
of the 1974 Act and to missing and exploited
children programs.

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For payments and expenses authorized
under section 1001(a)(4) of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968, such sums as are necessary (including
amounts for administrative costs), to remain
available until expended; and $34,300,000 for
payments authorized by section 1201(b) of
such Act and for educational assistance au-
thorized by section 1218 of such Act, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act,
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require
additional funding for such disability and
education payments, the Attorney General
may transfer such amounts to ‘“‘Public Safe-
ty Officer Benefits”” from available appro-
priations for the Department of Justice as
may be necessary to respond to such cir-
cumstances: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso
shall be treated as a reprogramming under
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section.

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES
PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For activities authorized by the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994 (Public Law 103-322); the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the
1968 Act’’); the Violence Against Women and
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act
of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’);
the American Law Enforcement Heroes Act
of 2017 (Public Law 115-37); the Law Enforce-
ment Mental Health and Wellness Act of 2017
(Public Law 115-113) (‘‘the LEMHW Act”);
the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act (Public Law 115-271); the Supporting and
Treating Officers In Crisis Act of 2019 (Public
Law 116-32) (‘‘the STOIC Act”); and the Law
Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act of
2022 (Public Law 117-325), $800,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That any balances made available through
prior year deobligations shall only be avail-
able in accordance with section 505 of this
Act: Provided further, That of the amount
provided under this heading—

(1) $253,093,613 is for grants under section
1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 10381)
for the hiring and rehiring of additional ca-
reer law enforcement officers under part Q of

H159

such title notwithstanding subsection (i) of
such section: Provided, That, notwith-
standing section 1704(c) of such title (34
U.S.C. 10384(c)), funding for hiring or rehir-
ing a career law enforcement officer may not
exceed $125,000 unless the Director of the Of-
fice of Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices grants a waiver from this limitation:
Provided further, That of the amounts appro-
priated under this paragraph, $32,000,000 is
for improving Tribal law enforcement, in-
cluding hiring, equipment, training, anti-
methamphetamine activities, and anti-
opioid activities: Provided further, That of
the amounts appropriated under this para-
graph, $44,000,000 is for regional information
sharing activities, as authorized by part M of
title I of the 1968 Act, which shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with ‘‘Research, Eval-
uation, and Statistics’ for administration by
the Office of Justice Programs: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts appropriated under
this paragraph, no less than $4,000,000 is to
support the Tribal Access Program: Provided
further, That of the amounts appropriated
under this paragraph, $10,000,000 is for train-
ing, peer mentoring, mental health program
activities, and other support services as au-
thorized under the LEMHW Act and the
STOIC Act: Provided further, That of the
amounts appropriated under this paragraph,
$5,500,000 is for the collaborative reform
model of technical assistance in furtherance
of section 1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34
U.S.C. 10381);

(2) $11,500,000 is for activities authorized by
the POLICE Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-199);

(3) $13,500,000 is for competitive grants to
State law enforcement agencies in States
with high seizures of precursor chemicals,
finished methamphetamine, laboratories,
and laboratory dump seizures: Provided, That
funds appropriated under this paragraph
shall be utilized for investigative purposes to
locate or investigate illicit activities, in-
cluding precursor diversion, laboratories, or
methamphetamine traffickers;

(4) $34,500,000 is for competitive grants to
statewide law enforcement agencies in
States with high rates of primary treatment
admissions for heroin and other opioids: Pro-
vided, That these funds shall be utilized for
investigative purposes to locate or inves-
tigate illicit activities, including activities
related to the distribution of heroin or un-
lawful distribution of prescription opioids, or
unlawful heroin and prescription opioid traf-
fickers through statewide collaboration;

(5) $53,000,000 is for competitive grants to
be administered by the Community Oriented
Policing Services Office for purposes author-
ized under the STOP School Violence Act
(title V of division S of Public Law 115-141);

(6) $18,000,000 is for community policing de-
velopment activities in furtherance of sec-
tion 1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C.
10381);

(7) $401,406,387 is for a law enforcement
technologies and interoperable communica-
tions program, and related law enforcement
and public safety equipment, which shall be
made available for the COPS Tech projects,
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘“‘Community Project Funding/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’ included for
this division in the explanatory statement
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act):
Provided, That such amounts may not be
transferred for any other purpose: Provided
further, That grants funded by such amounts
shall not be subject to section 1703 of title I
of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 10383); and

(8) $15,000,000 is for activities authorized by
the Law Enforcement De-Escalation Train-
ing Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-325).
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GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available in this title for official recep-
tion and representation expenses, a total of
not to exceed $50,000 from funds appropriated
to the Department of Justice in this title
shall be available to the Attorney General
for official reception and representation ex-
penses.

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated by
this title shall be available to pay for an
abortion, except where the life of the mother
would be endangered if the fetus were carried
to term, or in the case of rape or incest: Pro-
vided, That should this prohibition be de-
clared unconstitutional by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, this section shall be null
and void.

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated
under this title shall be used to require any
person to perform, or facilitate in any way
the performance of, any abortion.

SEC. 204. Nothing in the preceding section
shall remove the obligation of the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons to provide escort
services necessary for a female inmate to re-
ceive such service outside the Federal facil-
ity: Provided, That nothing in this section in
any way diminishes the effect of section 203
intended to address the philosophical beliefs
of individual employees of the Bureau of
Prisons.

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current
fiscal year for the Department of Justice in
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided, shall
be increased by more than 10 percent by any
such transfers: Provided, That any transfer
pursuant to this section shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section: Provided fur-
ther, That this section shall not apply to the
following—

(1) paragraph 1(0) under the heading
‘“State and Local Law Enforcement Assist-
ance’’; and

(2) paragraph (7) under the heading ‘‘Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services Pro-
grams’’.

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available
under this title may be used by the Federal
Bureau of Prisons or the United States Mar-
shals Service for the purpose of transporting
an individual who is a prisoner pursuant to
conviction for crime under State or Federal
law and is classified as a maximum or high
security prisoner, other than to a prison or
other facility certified by the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons as appropriately secure for
housing such a prisoner.

SEC. 207. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act may be used by Federal prisons
to purchase cable television services, or to
rent or purchase audiovisual or electronic
media or equipment used primarily for rec-
reational purposes.

(b) Subsection (a) does not preclude the
rental, maintenance, or purchase of audio-
visual or electronic media or equipment for
inmate training, religious, or educational
programs.

SEC. 208. None of the funds made available
under this title shall be obligated or ex-
pended for any new or enhanced information
technology program having total estimated
development costs in excess of $100,000,000,
unless the Deputy Attorney General and the
investment review board certify to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate that the in-
formation technology program has appro-
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priate program management controls and
contractor oversight mechanisms in place,
and that the program is compatible with the
enterprise architecture of the Department of
Justice.

SEC. 209. The notification thresholds and
procedures set forth in section 505 of this Act
shall apply to deviations from the amounts
designated for specific activities in this Act
and in the explanatory statement described
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division
A of this consolidated Act), and to any use of
deobligated balances of funds provided under
this title in previous years.

SEC. 210. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used to plan for, begin, con-
tinue, finish, process, or approve a public-
private competition under the Office of Man-
agement and Budget Circular A-76 or any
successor administrative regulation, direc-
tive, or policy for work performed by em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons or of Fed-
eral Prison Industries, Incorporated.

SEC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds shall be available for
the salary, benefits, or expenses of any
United States Attorney assigned dual or ad-
ditional responsibilities by the Attorney
General or his designee that exempt that
United States Attorney from the residency
requirements of section 545 of title 28, United
States Code.

SEC. 212. At the discretion of the Attorney
General, and in addition to any amounts
that otherwise may be available (or author-
ized to be made available) by law, with re-
spect to funds appropriated by this title
under the headings ‘‘Research, Evaluation
and Statistics”, ‘‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Assistance’, and ‘‘Juvenile Jus-
tice Programs’—

(1) up to 2 percent of funds made available
to the Office of Justice Programs for grant
or reimbursement programs may be used by
such Office to provide training and technical
assistance; and

(2) up to 2 percent of funds made available
for grant or reimbursement programs under
such headings, except for amounts appro-
priated specifically for research, evaluation,
or statistical programs administered by the
National Institute of Justice and the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, shall be transferred to
and merged with funds provided to the Na-
tional Institute of Justice and the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, to be used by them for re-
search, evaluation, or statistical purposes,
without regard to the authorizations for
such grant or reimbursement programs.

This section shall not apply to paragraph
1(0) under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law
Enforcement Assistance”.

SEc. 213. Upon request by a grantee for
whom the Attorney General has determined
there is a fiscal hardship, the Attorney Gen-
eral may, with respect to funds appropriated
in this or any other Act making appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2023 through 2026 for the
following programs, waive the following re-
quirements:

(1) For the adult and juvenile offender
State and local reentry demonstration
projects under part FF of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 (34 U.S.C. 10631 et seq.), the require-
ments under section 2976(g)(1) of such part
(34 U.S.C. 10631(g)(1)).

(2) For grants to protect inmates and safe-
guard communities as authorized by section
6 of the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003
(34 U.S.C. 30305(c)(3)), the requirements of
section 6(c)(3) of such Act.

SEC. 214. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, section 20109(a) of subtitle A of
title II of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12109(a))
shall not apply to amounts made available
by this or any other Act.
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SEC. 215. None of the funds made available
under this Act, other than for the national
instant criminal background check system
established under section 103 of the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act (34 U.S.C.
40901), may be used by a Federal law enforce-
ment officer to facilitate the transfer of an
operable firearm to an individual if the Fed-
eral law enforcement officer knows or sus-
pects that the individual is an agent of a
drug cartel, unless law enforcement per-
sonnel of the United States continuously
monitor or control the firearm at all times.

SEC. 216. (a) None of the income retained in
the Department of Justice Working Capital
Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102-
140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be
available for obligation during fiscal year
2026, except up to $12,000,000 may be obli-
gated for implementation of a unified De-
partment of Justice financial management
system.

(b) Not to exceed $30,000,000 of the unobli-
gated balances transferred to the capital ac-
count of the Department of Justice Working
Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public
Law 102-140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note)
shall be available for obligation in fiscal
year 2026, and any use, obligation, transfer,
or allocation of such funds shall be treated
as a reprogramming of funds under section
505 of this Act.

(c) Not to exceed $10,000,000 of the excess
unobligated balances available under section
524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United States Code,
shall be available for obligation during fiscal
year 2026, and any use, obligation, transfer or
allocation of such funds shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of
this Act.

SEC. 217. Discretionary funds that are made
available in this Act for the Office of Justice
Programs may be used to participate in Per-
formance Partnership Pilots authorized
under such authorities as have been enacted
for Performance Partnership Pilots in appro-
priations acts in prior fiscal years and the
current fiscal year.

SEC. 218. The Attorney General shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
quarterly reports on the Crime Victims
Fund, the Working Capital Fund, the Three
Percent Fund, and the Assets Forfeiture
Fund. Such quarterly reports shall contain
at least the same level of information and
detail for each Fund as was provided to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate in fiscal
year 2024.

SEC. 219. None of the funds made available
under this Act may be used to conduct, con-
tract for, or otherwise support, live tissue
training, unless the Attorney General issues
a written, non-delegable determination that
such training is medically necessary and
cannot be replicated by alternatives.

SEC. 220. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Department
of Justice to target or investigate parents
who peacefully protest at school board meet-
ings and are not suspected of engaging in un-
lawful activity.

SEC. 221. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to investigate or
prosecute religious institutions on the basis
of their religious beliefs.

SEC. 222. Any remaining unobligated bal-
ances from amounts originally made avail-
able under the heading ‘‘Federal Bureau of
Investigation—Construction’ in the Depart-
ment of Justice Appropriations Act, 2016
(title II of division B of Public Law 114-113)
or in the Department of Justice Appropria-
tions Act, 2017 (title II of division B of Public
Law 115-31) for the new Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation consolidated headquarters facil-
ity in the National Capital Region that were
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subsequently reprogrammed pursuant to a
notification received by the Committees on
Appropriations from the Assistant Attorney
General for Administration on July 1, 2025,
may not be further obligated until the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation submits to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate the con-
tracted and completed architectural and en-
gineering plan for the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation’s new headquarters building for
review: Provided, That classified portions of
the architectural and engineering plan shall
be submitted through a classified annex.
This title may be cited as the ‘“Department
of Justice Appropriations Act, 2026°".
TITLE III
SCIENCE
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PoLICY

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, in carrying
out the purposes of the National Science and
Technology Policy, Organization, and Prior-
ities Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), hire
of passenger motor vehicles, and services as
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, not to exceed $2,250 for official
reception and representation expenses, and
rental of conference rooms in the District of
Columbia, $7,965,000.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION

SCIENCE

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
science research and development activities,
including research, development, operations,
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase,
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of
mission and administrative aircraft,
$7,250,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this
heading in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this Act) shall be for the pur-
poses and in not less than the amount for
each such purpose specified in such table.

AERONAUTICS

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
nautics research and development activities,
including research, development, operations,
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase,
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of
mission and administrative aircraft,
$935,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

SPACE TECHNOLOGY

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
space technology research and development
activities, including research, development,
operations, support, and services; mainte-
nance and repair, facility planning and de-
sign; space flight, spacecraft control, and
communications activities; program man-
agement; personnel and related costs, includ-
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ing uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5,
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles;
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance,
and operation of mission and administrative
aircraft, $920,500,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027.
EXPLORATION

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of ex-
ploration research and development activi-
ties, including research, development, oper-
ations, support, and services; maintenance
and repair, facility planning and design;
space flight, spacecraft control, and commu-
nications activities; program management;
personnel and related costs, including uni-
forms or allowances therefor, as authorized
by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United
States Code; travel expenses; purchase and
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and pur-
chase, lease, charter, maintenance, and oper-
ation of mission and administrative aircraft,
$7,783,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall
provide to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and
the Senate, concurrent with the annual
budget submission, a 5-year budget profile
for an integrated system that includes the
Space Launch System, the Orion Multi-Pur-
pose Crew Vehicle, Human Landing System,
and associated ground systems.

SPACE OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
space operations research and development
activities, including research, development,
operations, support and services; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities, including operations, pro-
duction, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; program
management; personnel and related costs, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor, as
authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5,
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles;
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance,
and operation of mission and administrative
aircraft, $4,175,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND

MATHEMATICS ENGAGEMENT

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
space and aeronautical education research
and development activities, including re-
search, development, operations, support,
and services; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase,
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of
mission and administrative aircraft,
$143,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this
heading in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act) shall be
for the purposes and in not less than the
amount for each such purpose specified in
such table.

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
science, aeronautics, space technology, ex-
ploration, space operations and education re-
search and development activities, including
research, development, operations, support,
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and services; maintenance and repair, facil-
ity planning and design; space flight, space-
craft control, and communications activi-
ties; program management; personnel and re-
lated costs, including uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and
5902 of title 5, United States Code; travel ex-
penses; purchase and hire of passenger motor
vehicles; not to exceed $63,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses; and
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and
operation of mission and administrative air-
craft, $3,000,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2027: Provided, That if avail-
able balances in the ‘‘Science, Space, and
Technology Education Trust Fund’” are not
sufficient to provide for the grant disburse-
ments required under the third and fourth
provisos under such heading in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development-
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,
1989 (Public Law 100-404) as amended by the
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1995
(Public Law 103-327), up to $1,000,000 shall be
available from amounts made available
under this heading to make such grant dis-
bursements: Provided further, That of the
amounts appropriated under this heading,
$58,417,135 shall be made available for the
SSMS projects, and in the amounts, specified
in the table titled ‘‘Community Project
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending”’
included for this division in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act): Provided further, That the amounts
made available for the projects referenced in
the preceding proviso may not be transferred
for any other purpose.
CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION

For necessary expenses for construction of
facilities including repair, rehabilitation, re-
vitalization, and modification of facilities,
construction of new facilities and additions
to existing facilities, facility planning and
design, and restoration, and acquisition or
condemnation of real property, as authorized
by law, and environmental compliance and
restoration, $185,336,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2031: Provided, That pro-
ceeds from leases deposited into this account
shall be available for a period of 5 years to
the extent and in amounts as provided in an-
nual appropriations Acts: Provided further,
That such proceeds referred to in the pre-
ceding proviso shall be available for obliga-
tion for fiscal year 2026 in an amount not to
exceed $33,000,000: Provided further, That each
annual budget request shall include an an-
nual estimate of gross receipts and collec-
tions and proposed use of all funds collected
pursuant to section 20145 of title 51, United
States Code.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $46,500,000, of which
$2,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds for any announced prize otherwise
authorized shall remain available, without
fiscal year Ilimitation, until a prize is
claimed or the offer is withdrawn.

Not to exceed 10 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal
year for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration in this Act may be trans-
ferred between such appropriations, but no
such appropriation, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, shall be increased by more
than 20 percent by any such transfers. Any
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funds transferred to ‘‘Construction and Envi-
ronmental Compliance and Restoration” for
construction activities shall not increase
that account by more than 20 percent. Bal-
ances so transferred shall be merged with
and available for the same purposes and the
same time period as the appropriations to
which transferred. Any transfer pursuant to
this provision shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 505 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section.

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-
tion provided for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration under previous ap-
propriations Acts that remains available for
obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2026
may be transferred between such appropria-
tions, but no such appropriation, except as
otherwise specifically provided, shall be in-
creased by more than 10 percent by any such
transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this pro-
vision shall retain its original availability
and shall be treated as a reprogramming of
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall
not be available for obligation except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section.

The spending plan required by this Act
shall be provided by the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration at the
theme, program, project, and activity level.
The spending plan, as well as any subsequent
change of an amount established in that
spending plan that meets the notification re-
quirements of section 505 of this Act, shall be
treated as a reprogramming under section
505 of this Act and shall not be available for
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that
section.

Not more than 20 percent or $50,000,000,
whichever is less, of the amounts made avail-
able in the current-year Construction and
Environmental Compliance and Restoration
(CECR) appropriation may be applied to
CECR projects funded under previous years’
CECR appropriations. Use of current-year
funds under this provision shall be treated as
a reprogramming of funds under section 505
of this Act and shall not be available for ob-
ligation except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section.

Of the amounts made available in this Act
under the heading ‘‘Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics Engagement’”
(‘““STEM Engagement’’), up to $5,000,000 shall
be available to jointly fund, with an addi-
tional amount of up to $1,000,000 each from
amounts made available in this Act under
the headings ‘‘Science’, ‘‘Aeronautics’’,
“Space Technology’, ‘Exploration’”, and
‘““Space Operations’, projects and activities
for engaging students in STEM and increas-
ing STEM research capacities of univer-
sities, including Minority Serving Institu-
tions.

Not to exceed $38,500,000 made available for
the current fiscal year in this Act within
“Safety, Security and Mission Services”
may be transferred to the Working Capital
Fund of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Balances so transferred
shall be available until expended only for ac-
tivities described in section 30102(b)(3) of
title 51, United States Code, as amended by
this Act, and shall remain available until ex-
pended. Any transfer pursuant to this provi-
sion shall be treated as a reprogramming of
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall
not be available for obligation except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section.

There is hereby established in the Treas-
ury of the United States a fund to be known
as the ‘‘National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration Nonrecurring Expenses Fund”
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(the Fund). Unobligated balances of expired
discretionary funds appropriated for this or
any succeeding fiscal year from the General
Fund of the Treasury to the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA)
by this or any other Act may be transferred
(not later than the end of the fifth fiscal
yvear after the last fiscal year for which such
funds are available for the purposes for
which appropriated) into the Fund. Amounts
deposited in the Fund shall be available until
expended, and in addition to such other
funds as may be available for such purposes,
for facilities infrastructure improvements,
including nonrecurring maintenance, nec-
essary for the operation of NASA, subject to
approval by the Office of Management and
Budget. Amounts in the Fund may not be
available for the purpose described in sub-
section (b)(3) of section 30102 of title 51,
United States Code. Amounts in the Fund
may be obligated only after the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate are notified at least 30
days in advance of the planned use of funds.
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

For necessary expenses in carrying out the
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), and Public Law 86-209 (42
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.); services as authorized by
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code;
maintenance and operation of aircraft and
purchase of flight services for research sup-
port; acquisition of aircraft; and authorized
travel; $7,176,500,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That of
the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing, not to exceed $700,000,000 shall remain
available until expended for polar research
and operations support, and for reimburse-
ment to other Federal agencies for oper-
ational and science support and logistical
and other related activities for the United
States Antarctic program: Provided further,
That of the amounts in the preceding pro-
viso, not less than $118,800,000 shall be for
U.S. Antarctic Logistical Support: Provided
further, That receipts for scientific support
services and materials furnished by the Na-
tional Research Centers and other National
Science Foundation supported research fa-
cilities may be credited to this appropria-
tion.

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES

CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses for the acquisition,
construction, commissioning, and upgrading
of major research equipment, facilities, and
other such capital assets pursuant to the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including authorized
travel, $251,000,000, to remain available until
expended.

STEM EDUCATION

For necessary expenses in carrying out
science, mathematics, and engineering edu-
cation and human resources programs and
activities pursuant to the National Science
Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et
seq.), including services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, au-
thorized travel, and rental of conference
rooms in the District of Columbia,
$938,250,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this
heading in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act) shall be
for the purposes and in not less than the
amount for each such purpose specified in
such table.

AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT

For agency operations and award manage-
ment necessary in carrying out the National
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Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C.
1861 et seq.); services authorized by section
3109 of title 5, United States Code; hire of
passenger motor vehicles; uniforms or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901
and 5902 of title 5, United States Code; rental
of conference rooms in the District of Co-
lumbia; and reimbursement of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for security
guard services; $355,000,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $12,000 is for official reception
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That contracts may be entered into
under this heading in fiscal year 2026 for
maintenance and operation of facilities and
for other services to be provided during the
next fiscal year.
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD

For necessary expenses (including payment
of salaries, authorized travel, hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia,
and the employment of experts and consult-
ants under section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code) involved in carrying out section
4 of the National Science Foundation Act of
1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863) and Public Law 86-209 (42
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.), $5,090,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $2,500 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General as authorized by the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $24,160,000, of which
$1,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal
year for the National Science Foundation in
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation shall
be increased by more than 10 percent by any
such transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this
paragraph shall be treated as a reprogram-
ming of funds under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set
forth in that section.

The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) shall notify the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate at least 30 days in ad-
vance of any planned divestment through
transfer, decommissioning, termination, or
deconstruction of any NSF-owned facilities
or any NSF capital assets (including land,
structures, and equipment) valued greater
than $2,500,000.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Science Ap-
propriations Act, 2026”°.

TITLE IV
RELATED AGENCIES
COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Commission
on Civil Rights, including hire of passenger
motor vehicles, $14,350,000: Provided, That
none of the funds appropriated in this para-
graph may be used to employ any individuals
under Schedule C of subpart C of part 213 of
title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations ex-
clusive of one special assistant for each Com-
missioner: Provided further, That none of the
funds appropriated in this paragraph shall be
used to reimburse Commissioners for more
than 75 billable days, with the exception of
the chairperson, who is permitted 125 billable
days: Provided further, That the Chair may
accept and use any gift or donation to carry
out the work of the Commission: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
in this paragraph shall be used for any activ-
ity or expense that is not explicitly author-
ized by section 3 of the Civil Rights Commis-
sion Act of 1983 (42 U.S.C. 1975a): Provided
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further, That notwithstanding the preceding
proviso, $2,000,000 shall be used to separately
fund the Commission on the Social Status of
Black Men and Boys.

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission as au-
thorized by title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employ-
ment Act of 1967, the Equal Pay Act of 1963,
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
section 501 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
the Civil Rights Act of 1991, the Genetic In-
formation Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of
2008 (Public Law 110-233), the ADA Amend-
ments Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-325), the
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-2), and Public Law 117-328, including
services as authorized by section 3109 of title
5, United States Code; hire of passenger
motor vehicles as authorized by section
1343(b) of title 31, United States Code; non-
monetary awards to private citizens; and up
to $32,500,000 for payments to State and local
enforcement agencies for authorized services
to the Commission, $435,382,000, of which
$2,788,000 shall be for the Office of the Inspec-
tor General: Provided, That the Commission
is authorized to make available for official
reception and representation expenses not to
exceed $2,250 from available funds: Provided
further, That the Commission may take no
action to implement any workforce repo-
sitioning, restructuring, or reorganization
until such time as the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate have been notified of such
proposals, in accordance with the reprogram-
ming requirements of section 505 of this Act:
Provided further, That the Chair may accept
and use any gift or donation to carry out the
work of the Commission.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Inter-
national Trade Commission, including hire
of passenger motor vehicles and services as
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, and not to exceed $2,250 for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses,
$122,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not less than $2,096,176 shall
be for the Office of Inspector General in car-
rying out the Inspector General Act of 1978 (b
U.S.C. 401 et seq.).

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

For payment to the Legal Services Cor-
poration to carry out the purposes of the
Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974,
$540,000,000, of which $496,300,000 is for basic
field programs and required independent au-
dits; $6,000,000 is for the Office of Inspector
General, of which such amounts as may be
necessary may be used to conduct additional
audits of recipients; $26,200,000 is for manage-
ment and grants oversight; $4,750,000 is for
client self-help and information technology;
$4,750,000 is for a Pro Bono Innovation Fund;
and $2,000,000 is for loan repayment assist-
ance: Provided, That the budget execution for
the payment to the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall be carried out in this fiscal year in
the same manner as such budget execution
was carried out in fiscal year 2024 and such
payment shall be made in full as an annual
installment paid to the Corporation at the
beginning of the fiscal year in such amounts
as specified under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That the Legal Services Corporation
may continue to provide locality pay to offi-
cers and employees at a rate no greater than
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that provided by the Federal Government to
Washington, DC-based employees as author-
ized by section 5304 of title 5, United States
Code, notwithstanding section 1005(d) of the
Legal Services Corporation Act (42 U.S.C.
2996d(d)): Provided further, That the authori-
ties provided in section 205 of this Act shall
be applicable to the Legal Services Corpora-
tion: Provided further, That, for the purposes
of section 505 of this Act, the Legal Services
Corporation shall be considered an agency of
the United States Government.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—LEGAL SERVICES

CORPORATION

None of the funds appropriated in this Act
to the Legal Services Corporation shall be
expended for any purpose prohibited or lim-
ited by, or contrary to any of the provisions
of, sections 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, and 506 of
Public Law 105-119, and all funds appro-
priated in this Act to the Legal Services Cor-
poration shall be subject to the same terms
and conditions set forth in such sections, ex-
cept that all references in sections 502 and
503 to 1997 and 1998 shall be deemed to refer
instead to 2025 and 2026, respectively.

Section 501 of the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998
(Public Law 105-119) is amended by adding
the following new subsection at the end:

‘(d) MODIFIED GOVERNING BODY REQUIRE-
MENT.—For purposes of this Act, section
1007(c) of the Legal Services Corporation Act
(42 U.S.C. 2996f(c)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘33 percent’ for ‘60 percent’.”’.

Section 502(2) of the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104-134) is amended by striking
subparagraph (B) in its entirety and replac-
ing it with the following:

‘“(B) is governed by a board of directors or
other governing body, 33 percent of which is
comprised of attorneys who are members of
the bar of a State, as defined in section
1002(8) of the Legal Services Corporation Act
(42 U.S.C. 2996a(8)), in which the legal assist-
ance is to be provided;”’.

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Marine
Mammal Commission as authorized by title
IT of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), $4,300,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
United States Trade Representative, includ-
ing the hire of passenger motor vehicles and
the employment of experts and consultants
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code, $65,000,000, of which
$1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the total amount
made available under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $124,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses.

TRADE ENFORCEMENT TRUST FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For activities of the United States Trade
Representative authorized by section 611 of
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4405), including
transfers, $23,000,000, to be derived from the
Trade Enforcement Trust Fund: Provided,
That any transfer pursuant to subsection
(d)(1) of such section shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act.

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the State Jus-
tice Institute, as authorized by the State
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Justice Institute Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10701
et seq.) $7,640,000, of which $500,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $2,250 shall be
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided further, That, for
the purposes of section 505 of this Act, the
State Justice Institute shall be considered
an agency of the United States Government.
TITLE V
GENERAL PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF
FUNDS)

SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be used for publicity
or propaganda purposes not authorized by
the Congress.

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 503. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, pursuant
to section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
shall be limited to those contracts where
such expenditures are a matter of public
record and available for public inspection,
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order
issued pursuant to existing law.

SEC. 504. If any provision of this Act or the
application of such provision to any person
or circumstances shall be held invalid, the
remainder of the Act and the application of
each provision to persons or circumstances
other than those as to which it is held in-
valid shall not be affected thereby.

SEC. 505. (a) None of the funds provided
under this Act, or provided under previous
appropriations Acts to the agencies funded
by this Act that remain available for obliga-
tion or expenditure in fiscal year 2026, or
provided from any accounts in the Treasury
of the United States derived by the collec-
tion of fees available to the agencies funded
by this Act, shall be available for obligation
or expenditure through a reprogramming of
funds that: (1) creates or initiates a new pro-
gram, project, or activity; (2) eliminates a
program, project, or activity; (3) increases
funds or personnel by any means for any
project or activity for which funds have been
denied or restricted; (4) relocates an office or
employees; (b) reorganizes or renames of-
fices, programs, or activities; (6) contracts
out or privatizes any functions or activities
presently performed by Federal employees;
(7) augments existing programs, projects, or
activities in excess of $500,000 or 5 percent,
whichever is less, or reduces by 5 percent
funding for any program, project, or activ-
ity, or numbers of personnel by 5 percent; (8)
results from any general savings, including
savings from a reduction in personnel, which
would result in a change in existing pro-
grams, projects, or activities as approved by
Congress; unless the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Appropriations are notified 30
days in advance of such reprogramming of
funds.

SEC. 506. (a) If it has been finally deter-
mined by a court or Federal agency that any
person intentionally affixed a label bearing a
“Made in America’ inscription, or any in-
scription with the same meaning, to any
product sold in or shipped to the United
States that is not made in the United States,
the person shall be ineligible to receive any
contract or subcontract made with funds
made available in this Act, pursuant to the
debarment, suspension, and ineligibility pro-
cedures described in sections 9.400 through
9.409 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations.

(b)(1) To the extent practicable, with re-
spect to authorized purchases of promotional
items, funds made available by this Act shall
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be used to purchase items that are manufac-
tured, produced, or assembled in the United
States, its territories or possessions.

(2) The term ‘‘promotional items’ has the
meaning given the term in OMB Circular A-
87, Attachment B, Item (1)(f)(3).

SEC. 507. (a) The Departments of Commerce
and Justice, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration shall provide to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a quar-
terly report on the status of balances of ap-
propriations at the account level. For unob-
ligated, uncommitted balances and unobli-
gated, committed balances the quarterly re-
ports shall separately identify the amounts
attributable to each source year of appro-
priation from which the balances were de-
rived. For balances that are obligated, but
unexpended, the quarterly reports shall sepa-
rately identify amounts by the year of obli-
gation.

(b) The report described in subsection (a)
shall be submitted within 30 days of the end
of each quarter.

(c¢) If a department or agency is unable to
fulfill any aspect of a reporting requirement
described in subsection (a) due to a limita-
tion of a current accounting system, the de-
partment or agency shall fulfill such aspect
to the maximum extent practicable under
such accounting system and shall identify
and describe in each quarterly report the ex-
tent to which such aspect is not fulfilled.

SEC. 508. Any costs incurred by a depart-
ment or agency funded under this Act result-
ing from, or to prevent, personnel actions
taken in response to funding reductions in-
cluded in this Act shall be absorbed within
the total budgetary resources available to
such department or agency: Provided, That
the authority to transfer funds between ap-
propriations accounts as may be necessary
to carry out this section is provided in addi-
tion to authorities included elsewhere in this
Act: Provided further, That use of funds to
carry out this section shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure except in compliance
with the procedures set forth in that section:
Provided further, That for the Department of
Commerce, this section shall also apply to
actions taken for the care and protection of
loan collateral or grant property.

SEC. 509. None of the funds provided by this
Act shall be available to promote the sale or
export of tobacco or tobacco products, or to
seek the reduction or removal by any foreign
country of restrictions on the marketing of
tobacco or tobacco products, except for re-
strictions which are not applied equally to
all tobacco or tobacco products of the same
type.

SEC. 510. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, amounts deposited or available
in the Fund established by section 1402 of
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98-473
(34 U.S.C. 20101) in any fiscal year in excess
of $1,950,000,000 shall not be available for ob-
ligation until the following fiscal year: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 1402(d)
of such Act, of the amounts available from
the Fund for obligation: (1) $10,000,000 shall
be transferred to the Department of Justice
Office of Inspector General and remain avail-
able until expended for oversight and audit-
ing purposes associated with this section;
and (2) 5 percent shall be available to the Of-
fice for Victims of Crime for grants, con-
sistent with the requirements of the Victims
of Crime Act, to Indian Tribes to improve
services for victims of crime.

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Justice in this Act
may be used to discriminate against or deni-
grate the religious or moral beliefs of stu-
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dents who participate in programs for which
financial assistance is provided from those
funds, or of the parents or legal guardians of
such students.

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government, except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act.

SEC. 513. (a) The Inspectors General of the
Department of Commerce, the Department
of Justice, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the National Science
Foundation, and the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall conduct audits, pursuant to the In-
spector General Act (5 U.S.C. App.), of grants
or contracts for which funds are appro-
priated by this Act, and shall submit reports
to Congress on the progress of such audits,
which may include preliminary findings and
a description of areas of particular interest,
within 180 days after initiating such an audit
and every 180 days thereafter until any such
audit is completed.

(b) Within 60 days after the date on which
an audit described in subsection (a) by an In-
spector General is completed, the Secretary,
Attorney General, Administrator, Director,
or President, as appropriate, shall make the
results of the audit available to the public on
the Internet website maintained by the De-
partment, Administration, Foundation, or
Corporation, respectively. The results shall
be made available in redacted form to ex-
clude—

(1) any matter described in section 552(b) of
title 5, United States Code; and

(2) sensitive personal information for any
individual, the public access to which could
be used to commit identity theft or for other
inappropriate or unlawful purposes.

(c) Any person awarded a grant or contract
funded by amounts appropriated by this Act
shall submit a statement to the Secretary of
Commerce, the Attorney General, the Ad-
ministrator, Director, or President, as appro-
priate, certifying that no funds derived from
the grant or contract will be made available
through a subcontract or in any other man-
ner to another person who has a financial in-
terest in the person awarded the grant or
contract.

(d) The provisions of the preceding sub-
sections of this section shall take effect 30
days after the date on which the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget, in
consultation with the Director of the Office
of Government Ethics, determines that a
uniform set of rules and requirements, sub-
stantially similar to the requirements in
such subsections, consistently apply under
the executive branch ethics program to all
Federal departments, agencies, and entities.

SEC. 514. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available under this Act
may be used by the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, or the National
Science Foundation to acquire a high-impact
or moderate-impact information system, as
defined for security categorization in the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology’s (NIST) Federal Information Proc-
essing Standard Publication 199, ‘‘Standards
for Security Categorization of Federal Infor-
mation and Information Systems’’ unless the
agency has—

(1) reviewed the supply chain risk for the
information systems against criteria devel-
oped by NIST and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) to inform acquisition deci-
sions for high-impact and moderate-impact
information systems within the Federal Gov-
ernment;

(2) reviewed the supply chain risk from the
presumptive awardee against available and
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relevant threat information provided by the
FBI and other appropriate agencies; and

(3) in consultation with the FBI or other
appropriate Federal entity, conducted an as-
sessment of any risk of cyber-espionage or
sabotage associated with the acquisition of
such system, including any risk associated
with such system being produced, manufac-
tured, or assembled by one or more entities
identified by the United States Government
as posing a cyber threat, including but not
limited to, those that may be owned, di-
rected, or subsidized by the People’s Repub-
lic of China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or
the Russian Federation.

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available under this Act may be
used to acquire a high-impact or moderate-
impact information system reviewed and as-
sessed under subsection (a) unless the head
of the assessing entity described in sub-
section (a) has—

(1) developed, in consultation with NIST,
the FBI, and supply chain risk management
experts, a mitigation strategy for any identi-
fied risks;

(2) determined, in consultation with NIST
and the FBI, that the acquisition of such sys-
tem is in the national interest of the United
States; and

(3) reported that determination to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate and the
agency Inspector General.

SEC. 515. None of the funds made available
in this Act shall be used in any way whatso-
ever to support or justify the use of torture
by any official or contract employee of the
United States Government.

SEC. 516. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to include in any
new bilateral or multilateral trade agree-
ment the text of—

(1) paragraph 2 of article 16.7 of the United
States—Singapore Free Trade Agreement;

(2) paragraph 4 of article 17.9 of the United
States—Australia Free Trade Agreement; or

(3) paragraph 4 of article 15.9 of the United
States—Morocco Free Trade Agreement.

SEC. 517. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to authorize or issue
a national security letter in contravention of
any of the following laws authorizing the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to issue na-
tional security letters: The Right to Finan-
cial Privacy Act of 1978; The Electronic Com-
munications Privacy Act of 1986; The Fair
Credit Reporting Act; The National Security
Act of 1947; USA PATRIOT Act; USA FREE-
DOM Act of 2015; and the laws amended by
these Acts.

SEC. 518. If at any time during any quarter,
the program manager of a project within the
jurisdiction of the Departments of Com-
merce or Justice, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, or the National
Science Foundation totaling more than
$75,000,000 has reasonable cause to believe
that the total program cost has increased by
10 percent or more, the program manager
shall immediately inform the respective Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director. The Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director shall no-
tify the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations within 30 days in writing of
such increase, and shall include in such no-
tice: the date on which such determination
was made; a statement of the reasons for
such increases; the action taken and pro-
posed to be taken to control future cost
growth of the project; changes made in the
performance or schedule milestones and the
degree to which such changes have contrib-
uted to the increase in total program costs
or procurement costs; new estimates of the
total project or procurement costs; and a
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statement validating that the project’s man-
agement structure is adequate to control
total project or procurement costs.

SEC. 519. Funds appropriated by this Act,
or made available by the transfer of funds in
this Act, for intelligence or intelligence re-
lated activities are deemed to be specifically
authorized by the Congress for purposes of
section 504 of the National Security Act of
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094) during fiscal year 2026
until the enactment of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2026.

SEC. 520. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to enter into a contract in an amount
greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in
excess of such amount unless the prospective
contractor or grantee certifies in writing to
the agency awarding the contract or grant
that, to the best of its knowledge and belief,
the contractor or grantee has filed all Fed-
eral tax returns required during the three
years preceding the certification, has not
been convicted of a criminal offense under
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and has
not, more than 90 days prior to certification,
been notified of any unpaid Federal tax as-
sessment for which the liability remains
unsatisfied, unless the assessment is the sub-
ject of an installment agreement or offer in
compromise that has been approved by the
Internal Revenue Service and is not in de-
fault, or the assessment is the subject of a
non-frivolous administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding.

(RESCISSIONS)

SEC. 521. (a) Of the unobligated balances
available to the Department of Commerce,
the following funds are hereby permanently
rescinded, not later than September 30, 2026,
from the following accounts in the specified
amounts—

(1) ‘“Economic Development Administra-
tion—Economic Development Assistance
Programs’’, $60,000,000, only from prior year
appropriations that remain available until
expended; and

(2) ‘‘Census
$15,000,000.

(b) Of the unobligated balances from prior
year appropriations available to the Depart-
ment of Justice, the following funds are
hereby permanently rescinded, not later
than September 30, 2026, from the following
accounts in the specified amounts—

(1) ‘““‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Office on Violence Against
Women—Violence Against Women Preven-
tion and Prosecution Programs’’, $36,000,000;

(2) “‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Office of Justice Programs”,
$250,000,000; and

(3) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices’, $25,000,000.

(c) Of the unobligated balances available to
the Department of Justice, the following
funds are hereby permanently rescinded, not
later than September 30, 2026, from the fol-
lowing accounts in the specified amounts—

(1) “Working Capital Fund’’, $210,000,000;
and

(2) “Legal Activities—Assets Forfeiture
Fund”, $113,200,000.

(d) The Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate a report no later than Sep-
tember 1, 2026, specifying the amount of each
rescission made pursuant to subsections (a),
(b), and (c).

(e) The amounts rescinded in subsections
(a), (b), and (c) shall not be from amounts
that were designated by the Congress as an
emergency or disaster relief requirement
pursuant to the concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

Working Capital Fund”,
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(f) The amounts rescinded pursuant to sub-
sections (b) and (c) shall not be from—

(1) amounts provided under subparagraph
(Q) of paragraph (1) under the heading ‘‘State
and Local Law Enforcement Activities—Of-
fice of Justice Programs—State and Local
Law Enforcement Assistance” in title II of
division B of Public Law 117-103 or Public
Law 117-328, or amounts provided under sub-
paragraph (R) of paragraph (1) under the
heading ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement
Activities—Office of Justice Programs—
State and Local Law Enforcement Assist-
ance” in title II of division C of Public Law
118-42; or

(2) amounts provided under paragraph (7)
under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Activities—Community Oriented
Policing Services—Community Oriented Po-
licing Services Programs’ in title II of divi-
sion B of Public Law 117-103 or Public Law
117-328, or amounts provided under para-
graph (7) under the heading ‘‘State and Local
Law Enforcement Activities—Community
Oriented Policing Services—Community Ori-
ented Policing Services Programs’ in title II
of division C of Public Law 118-42.

SEC. 522. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to purchase first
class or premium airline travel in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 523. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to send or otherwise
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees from a Federal department or agen-
cy, who are stationed in the United States,
at any single conference occurring outside
the United States unless—

(1) such conference is a law enforcement
training or operational conference for law
enforcement personnel and the majority of
Federal employees in attendance are law en-
forcement personnel stationed outside the
United States; or

(2) such conference is a scientific con-
ference and the department or agency head
determines that such attendance is in the
national interest and notifies the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate within at least
15 days of that determination and the basis
for that determination.

SEC. 524. The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall instruct any de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States receiving funds appropriated
under this Act to track undisbursed balances
in expired grant accounts and include in its
annual performance plan and performance
and accountability reports the following:

(1) Details on future action the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality will take
to resolve undisbursed balances in expired
grant accounts.

(2) The method that the department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality uses to track
undisbursed balances in expired grant ac-
counts.

(3) Identification of undisbursed balances
in expired grant accounts that may be re-
turned to the Treasury of the United States.

(4) In the preceding 3 fiscal years, details
on the total number of expired grant ac-
counts with undisbursed balances (on the
first day of each fiscal year) for the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality and the
total finances that have not been obligated
to a specific project remaining in the ac-
counts.

SEC. 525. To the extent practicable, funds
made available in this Act should be used to
purchase light bulbs that are ‘‘Energy Star”
qualified or have the ‘‘Federal Energy Man-
agement Program’ designation.

SEC. 526. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
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tion (NASA) or the Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) to develop, de-
sign, plan, promulgate, implement, or exe-
cute a bilateral policy, program, order, or
contract of any kind to participate, collabo-
rate, or coordinate bilaterally in any way
with China or any Chinese-owned company
unless such activities are specifically au-
thorized by a law enacted after the date of
enactment of this Act.

(b) None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to effectuate the
hosting of official Chinese visitors at facili-
ties belonging to or utilized by NASA.

(¢) The limitations described in sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall not apply to activi-
ties which NASA or OSTP, after consulta-
tion with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, have certified—

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer
of technology, data, or other information
with national security or economic security
implications to China or a Chinese-owned
company; and

(2) will not involve knowing interactions
with officials who have been determined by
the United States to have direct involvement
with violations of human rights.

(d) Any certification made under sub-
section (c) shall be submitted to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, no later
than 30 days prior to the activity in question
and shall include a description of the purpose
of the activity, its agenda, its major partici-
pants, and its location and timing.

SEC. 527. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, Tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, adjudication, or
other law enforcement- or victim assistance-
related activity.

SEC. 528. The Departments of Commerce
and Justice, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the National Science
Foundation, the Commission on Civil Rights,
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, the International Trade Commis-
sion, the Legal Services Corporation, the
Marine Mammal Commission, the Offices of
Science and Technology Policy and the
United States Trade Representative, and the
State Justice Institute shall submit spend-
ing plans, signed by the respective depart-
ment or agency head, to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided, That the spending plans submitted
pursuant to this section shall contain at
least the same level of detail as the spending
plans submitted pursuant to this section in
fiscal year 2024.

SEC. 529. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act may be used to pay award or incentive
fees for contractor performance that has
been judged to be below satisfactory per-
formance or for performance that does not
meet the basic requirements of a contract.

SEC. 530. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used in contravention of
section 7606 (‘‘Legitimacy of Industrial Hemp
Research’) of the Agricultural Act of 2014
(Public Law 113-79) by the Department of
Justice or the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration.

SEC. 531. None of the funds made available
under this Act to the Department of Justice
may be used, with respect to any of the
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States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
vada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mex-
ico, New York, North Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont,
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming, or with respect to the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, the United
States Virgin Islands, Guam, or Puerto Rico,
to prevent any of them from implementing
their own laws that authorize the use, dis-
tribution, possession, or cultivation of med-
ical marijuana.

SEC. 532. The Department of Commerce,
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, and the National Science Founda-
tion shall provide a quarterly report to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate on any of-
ficial travel to China by any employee of
such Department or agency, including the
purpose of such travel.

SEC. 533. Of the amounts made available by
this Act, not less than 10 percent of each
total amount provided, respectively, for Pub-
lic Works grants authorized by the Public
Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 and grants authorized by section 27 of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722) shall be allo-
cated for assistance in persistent poverty
counties: Provided, That for purposes of this
section, the term ‘‘persistent poverty coun-
ties”” means any county that has had 20 per-
cent or more of its population living in pov-
erty over the past 30 years, as measured by
the 1993 Small Area Income and Poverty Es-
timates, the 2000 decennial census, and the
most recent Small Area Income and Poverty
Estimates, or any Territory or possession of
the United States.

SEC. 534. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law or treaty, none of the funds
appropriated or otherwise made available
under this Act or any other Act may be ex-
pended or obligated by a department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States
to pay administrative expenses or to com-
pensate an officer or employee of the United
States in connection with requiring an ex-
port license for the export to Canada of com-
ponents, parts, accessories or attachments
for firearms listed in Category I, section
121.1 of title 22, Code of Federal Regulations
(International Trafficking in Arms Regula-
tions (ITAR), part 121, as it existed on April
1, 2005) with a total value not exceeding $500
wholesale in any transaction, provided that
the conditions of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion are met by the exporting party for such
articles.

(b) The foregoing exemption from obtain-
ing an export license—

(1) does not exempt an exporter from filing
any Shipper’s Export Declaration or notifi-
cation letter required by law, or from being
otherwise eligible under the laws of the
United States to possess, ship, transport, or
export the articles enumerated in subsection
(a); and

(2) does not permit the export without a li-
cense of—

(A) fully automatic firearms and compo-
nents and parts for such firearms, other than
for end use by the Federal Government, or a
Provincial or Municipal Government of Can-
ada;

(B) barrels, cylinders, receivers (frames) or
complete breech mechanisms for any firearm
listed in Category I, other than for end use
by the Federal Government, or a Provincial
or Municipal Government of Canada; or
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(C) articles for export from Canada to an-
other foreign destination.

(¢) In accordance with this section, the
District Directors of Customs and post-
masters shall permit the permanent or tem-
porary export without a license of any un-
classified articles specified in subsection (a)
to Canada for end use in Canada or return to
the United States, or temporary import of
Canadian-origin items from Canada for end
use in the United States or return to Canada
for a Canadian citizen.

(d) The President may require export li-
censes under this section on a temporary
basis if the President determines, upon pub-
lication first in the Federal Register, that
the Government of Canada has implemented
or maintained inadequate import controls
for the articles specified in subsection (a),
such that a significant diversion of such arti-
cles has and continues to take place for use
in international terrorism or in the esca-
lation of a conflict in another nation. The
President shall terminate the requirements
of a license when reasons for the temporary
requirements have ceased.

SEC. 535. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States receiving
appropriated funds under this Act or any
other Act shall obligate or expend in any
way such funds to pay administrative ex-
penses or the compensation of any officer or
employee of the United States to deny any
application submitted pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2778(b)(1)(B) and qualified pursuant to 27 CFR
section 478.112 or .113, for a permit to import
United States origin ‘‘curios or relics’ fire-
arms, parts, or ammunition.

SEC. 536. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries
or expenses of personnel to deny, or fail to
act on, an application for the importation of
any model of shotgun if—

(1) all other requirements of law with re-
spect to the proposed importation are met;
and

(2) no application for the importation of
such model of shotgun, in the same configu-
ration, had been denied by the Attorney Gen-
eral prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis
that the shotgun was not particularly suit-
able for or readily adaptable to sporting pur-
poses.

SEC. 537. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be obligated or expended to
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the
Senate approves a resolution of ratification
for the Treaty.

SEC. 538. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this or any
other Act may be used to transfer, release,
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any
other detainee who—

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009,
at the United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of De-
fense.

SEC. 539. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available in this or any
other Act may be used to construct, acquire,
or modify any facility in the United States,
its territories, or possessions to house any
individual described in subsection (c) for the
purposes of detention or imprisonment in the
custody or under the effective control of the
Department of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

(¢) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
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2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 540. Funds made available to the De-
partment of Commerce and the Department
of Justice in this Act and any remaining un-
obligated balances of funds made available
to the Department of Commerce and the De-
partment of Justice in prior year Acts, other
than amounts designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to a concurrent resolution on the budget
or the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985 or from amounts
made available under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Justice—Legal Activities—Fees and
Expenses of Witnesses”’, shall be available to
provide payments pursuant to section
901(i)(2) of title IX of division J of the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020
(22 U.S.C. 2680b(i)(2)): Provided, That pay-
ments made pursuant to the matter pre-
ceding this proviso may not exceed $5,000,000
for the Department of Commerce and
$10,000,000 for the Department of Justice.

SEC. 541. (a)(1) Within 45 days of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce shall
allocate amounts made available from the
Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce
Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Fund
for fiscal year 2026 pursuant to paragraphs
(1) and (2) of section 102(a) of the CHIPS Act
of 2022 (division A of Public Law 117-167) not
otherwise allocated pursuant to section
546(a)(1)(B) of division C of Public Law 118-42,
including the transfer authority in such
paragraphs of that section of that Act, to the
accounts specified, in the amounts specified,
and for the projects and activities specified,
in the table titled ‘‘Department of Com-
merce Allocation of National Institute of
Standards and Technology Funds: CHIPS
Act Fiscal Year 2026’ in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act).

(2) Within 45 days of enactment of this Act,
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion shall allocate amounts made available
from the Creating Helpful Incentives to
Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) for Amer-
ica Workforce and Education Fund for fiscal
year 2026 pursuant to section 102(d)(1) of the
CHIPS Act of 2022 (division A of Public Law
117-167), to the account specified, in the
amounts specified, and for the projects and
activities specified in the table titled ‘‘Na-
tional Science Foundation Allocation of
Funds: CHIPS Act Fiscal Year 2026 in the
explanatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act).

(b) Neither the President nor his designee
may allocate any amounts that are made
available for any fiscal year under section
102(a)(2)(A) of the CHIPS Act of 2022 or under
section 102(d)(2) of such Act if there is in ef-
fect an Act making or continuing appropria-
tions for part of a fiscal year for the Depart-
ments of Commerce and Justice, Science,
and Related Agencies: Provided, That in any
fiscal year, the matter preceding this proviso
shall not apply to the allocation, apportion-
ment, or allotment of amounts for con-
tinuing administration of programs allo-
cated funds from the CHIPS for America
Fund, which may be allocated only in
amounts that are no more than the alloca-
tion for such purposes in subsection (a) of
this section.
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(c) Subject to prior consultation with, and
the regular notification procedures of, the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate, and sub-
ject to the terms and conditions in section
505 of this Act—

(1) the Secretary of Commerce may reallo-
cate funds allocated to Industrial Tech-
nology Services for section 9906 of Public
Law 116-283 by subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion; and

(2) the Director of the National Science
Foundation may reallocate funds allocated
to the CHIPS for America Workforce and
Education Fund by subsection (a)(2) of this
section.

(d) Concurrent with the annual budget sub-
mission of the President for fiscal year 2027,
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion, as appropriate, shall submit to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate proposed
allocations by account and by program,
project, or activity, with detailed justifica-
tions, for amounts made available under sec-
tion 102(d)(2) of the CHIPS Act of 2022 for fis-
cal year 2027.

(e) The Department of Commerce and the
National Science Foundation, as appro-
priate, shall each provide the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and Senate quarterly reports on the
status of balances of projects and activities
funded by the CHIPS for America Fund for
amounts allocated pursuant to subsection
(a)(1) of this section and prior appropriations
Acts, the status of balances of projects and
activities funded by the Public Wireless Sup-
ply Chain Innovation Fund for amounts allo-
cated pursuant to section 543(a)(2) of division
B of Public Law 117-328, and the status of
balances of projects and activities funded by
the CHIPS for America Workforce and Edu-
cation Fund for amounts allocated pursuant
to subsection (a)(2) of this section and prior
appropriations Acts, including all uncom-
mitted, committed, and unobligated funds.

SEC. 542. In making Federal financial as-
sistance, the Department of Commerce, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, and the National Science Foundation
shall continue to apply the negotiated indi-
rect cost rates in section 200.414 of title 2,
Code of Federal Regulations, including with
respect to the approval of deviations from
negotiated indirect cost rates, to the same
extent and in the same manner as such nego-
tiated indirect cost rates were applied in fis-
cal year 2024: Provided, That none of the
funds appropriated in this or prior Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Acts, or otherwise made
available to the Department of Commerce,
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, and the National Science Founda-
tion may be used to develop, modify, or im-
plement changes to such fiscal year 2024 ne-
gotiated indirect cost rates.

SEC. 543. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to move the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF) Canine Training Center or the
ATF National Canine Division from Front
Royal, Virginia, to another location.

SEC. 544. (a) Of the amounts made available
under the heading ‘‘Department of Com-
merce—National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration—Operations, Research, and
Facilities’’, $507,000,000 shall be derived by
transfer from the unobligated balances of
amounts previously appropriated under such
heading for fiscal year 2026 in division J of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
(Public Law 117-58): Provided, That amounts
derived by transfer pursuant to this sub-
section shall continue to be treated as
amounts specified in section 103(b) of divi-
sion A of Public Law 118-5.
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(b) Of the amounts made available under
the heading ‘‘Department of Commerce—Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information
Administration—Salaries and Expenses’’,
$50,000,000 shall be derived by transfer from
the unobligated balances of amounts pre-
viously appropriated under the heading ‘‘Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information
Administration” in division J of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (Public
Law 117-58), of which $25,000,000 shall be from
amounts repurposed or transferred for sala-
ries and expenses, administration, and over-
sight of programs pursuant to section 542 of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024
(Public Law 118-42) and $25,000,000 shall be
from amounts made available under the
heading ‘‘Middle Mile Deployment’’: Pro-
vided, That amounts derived by transfer pur-
suant to this subsection shall continue to be
treated as amounts specified in section 103(b)
of division A of Public Law 118-5.

(c) Of the amounts made available under
the heading ‘‘Department of Commerce—
Economic Development Administration—
Economic Development Assistance Pro-
grams’’, $16,276,000 shall be derived by trans-
fer from the unobligated balances of
amounts previously appropriated under the
heading ‘‘National Telecommunications and
Information Administration” in division J of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
(Public Law 117-58) and repurposed or trans-
ferred for salaries and expenses, administra-
tion, and oversight of programs pursuant to
section 542 of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-42): Provided,
That amounts derived by transfer pursuant
to this subsection shall continue to be treat-
ed as amounts specified in section 103(b) of
division A of Public Law 118-5.

(d) Of the amounts made available under
the heading ‘‘Department of Commerce—Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction’, $44,000,000 shall be derived by
transfer from the unobligated balances of the
Department of Commerce Nonrecurring Ex-
penses Fund.

This division may be cited as the ‘“‘Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2026”°.

DIVISION B—ENERGY AND WATER DEVEL-
OPMENT AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

TITLE I
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL

The following appropriations shall be ex-
pended under the direction of the Secretary
of the Army and the supervision of the Chief
of Engineers for authorized civil functions of
the Department of the Army pertaining to
river and harbor, flood and storm damage re-
duction, shore protection, aquatic ecosystem
restoration, and related efforts.

INVESTIGATIONS

For expenses necessary where authorized
by law for the collection and study of basic
information pertaining to river and harbor,
flood and storm damage reduction, shore
protection, aquatic ecosystem restoration,
and related needs; for surveys and detailed
studies, and plans and specifications of pro-
posed river and harbor, flood and storm dam-
age reduction, shore protection, and aquatic
ecosystem restoration projects, and related
efforts prior to construction; for restudy of
authorized projects; and for miscellaneous
investigations, and, when authorized by law,
surveys and detailed studies, and plans and
specifications of projects prior to construc-
tion, $150,384,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Secretary shall
not deviate from the work plan, once the
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plan has been submitted to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

CONSTRUCTION

For expenses necessary for the construc-
tion of river and harbor, flood and storm
damage reduction, shore protection, aquatic
ecosystem restoration, and related projects
authorized by law; for conducting detailed
studies, and plans and specifications, of such
projects (including those involving participa-
tion by States, local governments, or private
groups) authorized or made eligible for selec-
tion by law (but such detailed studies, and
plans and specifications, shall not constitute
a commitment of the Government to con-
struction); $3,169,966,000, to remain available
until expended; of which $217,983,000, to be
derived from the Harbor Maintenance Trust
Fund, shall be to cover the Federal share of
construction costs for facilities under the
Dredged Material Disposal Facilities pro-
gram; and of which such sums as are nec-
essary to cover 25 percent of the costs of con-
struction, replacement, rehabilitation, and
expansion of inland waterways projects shall
be derived from the Inland Waterways Trust
Fund, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided for in law: Provided, That the Sec-
retary shall not deviate from the work plan,
once the plan has been submitted to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

For expenses necessary for flood damage
reduction projects and related efforts in the
Mississippi River alluvial valley below Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, as authorized by law,
$531,688,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $9,768,000, to be derived
from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund,
shall be to cover the Federal share of eligible
operation and maintenance costs for inland
harbors: Provided, That the Secretary shall
not deviate from the work plan, once the
plan has been submitted to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the operation,
maintenance, and care of existing river and
harbor, flood and storm damage reduction,
aquatic ecosystem restoration, and related
projects authorized by law; providing secu-
rity for infrastructure owned or operated by
the Corps, including administrative build-
ings and laboratories; maintaining harbor
channels provided by a State, municipality,
or other public agency that serve essential
navigation needs of general commerce,
where authorized by law; surveying and
charting northern and northwestern lakes
and connecting waters; clearing and
straightening channels; and removing ob-
structions to navigation, $6,013,217,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which
$3,245,249,000, to be derived from the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund, shall be to cover
the Federal share of eligible operations and
maintenance costs for coastal harbors and
channels, and for inland harbors, of which
$416,760,000 shall be for donor and energy
ports as specified in section 102 of the Water
Resources Development Act of 2020; of which
$40,000,000, to be derived from the general
fund of the Treasury, shall be for the design
and construction to replace Federal dredges,
in addition to amounts otherwise made
available for such purposes, and shall be
transferred to and merged with funds avail-
able for such purposes in the revolving fund
established by the first section of the Act of
July 27, 1953 (33 U.S.C. 576); of which such
sums as may be necessary shall be derived
from amounts collected in this or prior fiscal
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years under section 210 of the Flood Control
Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. 460d-3) and are not oth-
erwise appropriated shall be for resource pro-
tection, research, interpretation, and main-
tenance activities related to resource protec-
tion in the areas at which outdoor recreation
is available; of which such sums as become
available from fees collected under section
217 of Public Law 104-303 shall be used to
cover the cost of operation and maintenance
of the dredged material disposal facilities for
which such fees have been collected; and of
which $62,000,000, to be derived from the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury, shall be to carry
out subsection (c) of section 2106 of the
Water Resources Reform and Development
Act of 2014 (33 U.S.C. 2238c) and shall be des-
ignated as being for such purpose pursuant
to paragraph (2) of section 14003 of division B
of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (Public Law 116-136): Provided,
That funding derived from the Harbor Main-
tenance Trust Fund for donor and energy
ports shall be allocated solely in accordance
with section 2106 of the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act of 2014: Provided
further, That 1 percent of the total amount of
funds provided for each of the programs,
projects, or activities funded under this
heading shall not be allocated to a field oper-
ating activity prior to the beginning of the
fourth quarter of the fiscal year and shall be
available for use by the Chief of Engineers to
fund such emergency activities as the Chief
of Engineers determines to be necessary and
appropriate, and that the Chief of Engineers
shall allocate during the fourth quarter any
remaining funds which have not been used
for emergency activities proportionally in
accordance with the amounts provided for
the programs, projects, or activities: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall not
deviate from the work plan, once the plan
has been submitted to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.
REGULATORY PROGRAM

For expenses necessary for administration
of laws pertaining to regulation of navigable
waters and wetlands, $221,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027.

FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL ACTION

PROGRAM

For expenses necessary to clean up con-
tamination from sites in the United States
resulting from work performed as part of the

Nation’s early atomic energy program,
$75,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCIES

For expenses necessary to prepare for
flood, hurricane, and other natural disasters
and support emergency operations, repairs,
and other activities in response to such dis-
asters as authorized by law, $40,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the supervision
and general administration of the civil
works program in the headquarters of the
Corps of Engineers and the offices of the Di-
vision Engineers; and for costs of manage-
ment and operation of the Humphreys Engi-
neer Center Support Activity, the Institute
for Water Resources, the United States
Army Engineer Research and Development
Center, and the United States Army Corps of
Engineers Finance Center allocable to the
civil works program, $220,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, of which
not to exceed $5,000 may be used for official
reception and representation purposes and
only during the current fiscal year: Provided,
That no part of any other appropriation pro-
vided in this title shall be available to fund
the civil works activities of the Office of the
Chief of Engineers or the civil works execu-
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tive direction and management activities of
the division offices: Provided further, That
any Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies
appropriation may be used to fund the super-
vision and general administration of emer-
gency operations, repairs, and other activi-
ties in response to any flood, hurricane, or
other natural disaster.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE

ARMY FOR CIVIL WORKS

For the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works as authorized by 10
U.S.C. 7016(b)(3), $7,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027: Provided, That
not more than 75 percent of such amount
may be obligated or expended until the As-
sistant Secretary submits to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress the report required under section 101(d)
of this Act and a work plan that allocates at
least 95 percent of the additional funding
provided under each heading in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act), to specific programs, projects, or
activities.

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans and for the cost
of guaranteed loans, as authorized by the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014, $2,200,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for safety projects to
maintain, upgrade, and repair dams identi-
fied in the National Inventory of Dams with
a primary owner type of State, local govern-
ment, public utility, or private: Provided,
That any activity that results in a decrease
in the hazard or a decrease in the potential
consequences of poor performance of a dam
structure listed on the National Inventory of
Dams with a primary owner type of State,
local government, public utility, or private
shall be considered a safety project eligible
for funds provided under this heading for
that purpose by this or any prior Act: Pro-
vided further, That any safety project for a
dam identified in the National Inventory of
Dams with a primary owner type of State,
local government, public utility, or private
shall be eligible under section 5026(1)(A) of
the Water Resources Reform and Develop-
ment Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-121) (33
U.S.C. 3905(1)(A)) for funds provided under
this heading for that purpose by this or any
prior Act: Provided further, That no project
may be funded with amounts provided under
this heading in this or any prior Act for a
dam that is identified as jointly owned in the
National Inventory of Dams and where one
of those joint owners is the Federal Govern-
ment: Provided further, That not later than 90
days following the end of any submittal pe-
riod occurring before or after the date of en-
actment of this Act of a solicitation of pre-
liminary applications from prospective bor-
rowers seeking credit assistance of funds
made available under this heading by this or
any prior Act, the Secretary shall provide to
each applicant a written notice to inform the
applicant whether the applicant will be in-
vited to apply for credit assistance: Provided
further, That amounts made available under
this heading in this Act shall also be avail-
able for projects to construct, maintain, up-
grade, and repair levees and ancillary fea-
tures with a primary owner type of State,
municipal, county, private, or other non-
Federal entity: Provided further, That not
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall begin a
rulemaking process to establish the process
to provide financial assistance for projects
to construct, maintain, upgrade, and repair
levees and ancillary features with a primary
owner type of State, municipal, county, pri-
vate, or other non-Federal entity: Provided
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further, That no project may be funded with
amounts provided under this heading for a
levee unless the Secretary has certified in
advance, in writing, that the levee is not
owned, in whole or in part, by the Federal
Government: Provided further, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That these funds are available to
subsidize gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct loans, including capitalized
interest, and total loan principal, including
capitalized interest, any part of which is to
be guaranteed, not to exceed $500,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That the use of direct loans or
loan guarantee authority under this heading
for direct loans or commitments to guar-
antee loans for any project, including any
project that is made eligible for funds pursu-
ant to the second proviso under this heading,
shall be in accordance with the criteria pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 30,
2020 (85 FR 39189) pursuant to the fourth pro-
viso under the heading ‘“‘Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Program Ac-
count” in division D of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public Law
116-94): Provided further, That none of the di-
rect loans or loan guarantee authority made
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for any project unless the Secretary and
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget have certified in advance in writ-
ing that the direct loan or loan guarantee, as
applicable, and the project comply with the
criteria referenced in the previous proviso:
Provided further, That any references to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or
the Administrator in the criteria referenced
in the previous two provisos shall be deemed
to be references to the Army Corps of Engi-
neers or the Secretary of the Army, respec-
tively, for purposes of the direct loans or
loan guarantee authority made available
under this heading: Provided further, That for
the purposes of carrying out the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, the Director of the
Congressional Budget Office may request,
and the Secretary shall promptly provide,
documentation and information relating to a
project identified in a Letter of Interest sub-
mitted to the Secretary pursuant to a Notice
of Funding Availability for applications for
credit assistance under the Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Act Program,
including with respect to a project that was
initiated or completed before the date of en-
actment of this Act.

In addition, fees authorized to be collected
pursuant to sections 5029 and 5030 of the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014 shall be deposited in this ac-
count, to remain available until expended.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, notwithstanding section 5033 of
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act of 2014, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—CORPS OF
ENGINEERS—CIVIL
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 101. (a) None of the funds provided in
title I of this Act, or provided by previous
appropriations Acts to the agencies or enti-
ties funded in title I of this Act that remain
available for obligation or expenditure in fis-
cal year 2026, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure through a reprogram-
ming of funds that:

(1) creates or initiates a new program,
project, or activity;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity;

(3) increases funds or personnel for any
program, project, or activity for which funds



January 8, 2026

have been denied or restricted by this Act,
unless prior approval is received from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress;

(4) proposes to use funds directed for a spe-
cific activity for a different purpose, unless
prior approval is received from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress;

(5) augments or reduces existing programs,
projects, or activities in excess of the
amounts contained in paragraphs (6) through
(10), unless prior approval is received from
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress;

(6) INVESTIGATIONS.—For a base level over
$100,000, reprogramming of 25 percent of the
base amount up to a limit of $150,000 per
project, study or activity is allowed: Pro-
vided, That for a base level less than $100,000,
the reprogramming limit is $25,000: Provided
further, That up to $25,000 may be repro-
grammed into any continuing study or activ-
ity that did not receive an appropriation for
existing obligations and concomitant admin-
istrative expenses;

(7) CONSTRUCTION.—For a base level over
$2,000,000, reprogramming of 15 percent of the
base amount up to a limit of $3,000,000 per
project, study or activity is allowed: Pro-
vided, That for a Dbase level less than
$2,000,000, the reprogramming limit is
$300,000: Provided further, That up to $3,000,000
may be reprogrammed for settled contractor
claims, changed conditions, or real estate de-
ficiency judgments: Provided further, That up
to $300,000 may be reprogrammed into any
continuing study or activity that did not re-
ceive an appropriation for existing obliga-
tions and concomitant administrative ex-
penses;

(8) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—Unlim-
ited reprogramming authority is granted for
the Corps to be able to respond to emer-
gencies: Provided, That the Chief of Engi-
neers shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of these
emergency actions as soon thereafter as
practicable: Provided further, That for a base
level over $1,000,000, reprogramming of 15
percent of the base amount up to a limit of
$5,000,000 per project, study, or activity is al-
lowed: Provided further, That for a base level
less than $1,000,000, the reprogramming limit
is $150,000: Provided further, That $150,000 may
be reprogrammed into any continuing study
or activity that did not receive an appropria-
tion;

(9) MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES.—
The reprogramming guidelines in paragraphs
(6), (7), and (8) shall apply to the Investiga-
tions, Construction, and Operation and
Maintenance portions of the Mississippi
River and Tributaries Account, respectively;
and

(10) FORMERLY UTILIZED SITES REMEDIAL AC-
TION PROGRAM.—Reprogramming of up to 15
percent of the base of the receiving project is
permitted.

(b) DE MINIMUS REPROGRAMMINGS.—In no
case should a reprogramming for less than
$50,000 be submitted to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

(c) CONTINUING AUTHORITIES PROGRAM.—
Subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to any
project or activity funded under the con-
tinuing authorities program.

(d) Not later than 60 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress to es-
tablish the baseline for application of re-
programming and transfer authorities for
the current fiscal year which shall include:

(1) A table for each appropriation with a
separate column to display the President’s
budget request, adjustments made by Con-
gress, adjustments due to enacted rescis-
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sions, if applicable, and the fiscal year en-
acted level;

(2) A delineation in the table for each ap-
propriation both by object class and pro-
gram, project and activity as detailed in the
budget appendix for the respective appro-
priations; and

(3) An identification of items of special
congressional interest.

SEC. 102. The Secretary shall allocate funds
made available in this Act solely in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Act and in
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 (in the matter preceding division A of
this consolidated Act), including the deter-
mination and designation of new starts.

SEC. 103. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this title may be used to award or
modify any contract that commits funds be-
yond the amounts appropriated for that pro-
gram, project, or activity that remain unob-
ligated, except that such amounts may in-
clude any funds that have been made avail-
able through reprogramming pursuant to
section 101.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to
projects with awarded integrated design and
construction contracts (IDaC) as of the date
of enactment of this Act: Provided, That the
Corps shall modify the existing IDaC con-
tracts for such projects to incorporate the
authority provided in 33 U.S.C. 621 and
DFARS 252.232-7007 pursuant to DFARS
232.703-1(1)(ii)(B) within 60 days of the date of
enactment of this Act: Provided further, That
the Corps shall notify the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
upon execution of such modifications for
each project and upon commencement of
work addressed in such modification: Pro-
vided further, That the Corps shall fully obli-
gate any funds previously designated in Pub-
lic Law 117-58 or prior appropriations bill as
part of the modification, and as required su-
pervision and administration associated with
that modification: Provided further, That
amounts repurposed pursuant to this section
shall continue to be treated as amounts spec-
ified in section 103(b) of division A of Public
Law 118-5.

SEC. 104. The Secretary of the Army may
transfer to the Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the Fish and Wildlife Service may accept and
expend, up to $8,733,000 of funds provided in
this title under the heading ‘‘Operation and
Maintenance’ to mitigate for fisheries lost
due to Corps of Engineers projects.

SEC. 105. None of the funds in this Act shall
be used for an open lake placement alter-
native for dredged material, after evaluating
the least costly, environmentally acceptable
manner for the disposal or management of
dredged material originating from Lake Erie
or tributaries thereto, unless it is approved
under a State water quality certification
pursuant to section 401 of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1341): Pro-
vided, That until an open lake placement al-
ternative for dredged material is approved
under a State water quality certification,
the Corps of Engineers shall continue upland
placement of such dredged material con-
sistent with the requirements of section 101
of the Water Resources Development Act of
1986 (33 U.S.C. 2211).

SEC. 106. Additional funding provided in
this Act shall be allocated only to projects
determined to be eligible by the Chief of En-
gineers.

SEC. 107. Subject to consultation with the
non-Federal sponsor and retaining sufficient
amounts for the Corps of Engineers to carry
out any of its responsibilities relating to the
project and using appropriations made avail-
able to the project prior to the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Army shall
make advance payments to the non-Federal
sponsors for their use in completing con-
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struction of any project for flood risk man-
agement identified in implementation guid-
ance for the Civil Works Public-Private
Partnership Pilot Program issued by the Di-
rector of Civil Works on January 8, 2019 and
that is under construction on the date of en-
actment of this Act and for which a prior ex-
ecuted Project Partnership Agreement, as
amended, specifically identifies Federal
Work, Non-Federal Work, and a Federal Par-
ticipation Amount in excess of $700,000,000:
Provided, That amounts described in the
matter preceding this proviso shall be cred-
ited by the Secretary toward the Federal
Participation Amount: Provided further, That
prior to making any payments authorized in
the matter preceding the first proviso, the
Secretary and the non-Federal sponsors shall
amend the Project Partnership Agreement
executed for the project in order to imple-
ment any such payments and credits.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out any
water supply reallocation study under the
Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Ken-
tucky, project authorized under the Act of
July 24, 1946 (60 Stat. 636, ch. 595).

SEC. 109. Section 225(c)(2)(A)(ii) of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1992 (33
U.S.C. 2328(c)(2)(A)(1i)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘at recreation site at which the fee is
collected” and inserting ‘‘at any recreation
site or facility that is located at the civil
works project at which the fee is collected’.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT
CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT COMPLETION ACCOUNT

For carrying out activities authorized by
the Central Utah Project Completion Act,
$23,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $4,000,000 shall be deposited
into the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and
Conservation Account for use by the Utah
Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation
Commission: Provided, That of the amount
provided under this heading, $1,950,000 shall
be available until September 30, 2027, for ex-
penses necessary in carrying out related re-
sponsibilities of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior: Provided further, That for fiscal year
2026, of the amount made available to the
Commission under this Act or any other Act,
the Commission may use an amount not to
exceed $2,186,000 for administrative expenses.

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

The following appropriations shall be ex-
pended to execute authorized functions of
the Bureau of Reclamation:

WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For management, development, and res-
toration of water and related natural re-
sources and for related activities, including
the operation, maintenance, and rehabilita-
tion of reclamation and other facilities, par-
ticipation in fulfilling related Federal re-
sponsibilities to Native Americans, and re-
lated grants to, and cooperative and other
agreements with, State and local govern-
ments, federally recognized Indian Tribes,
and others, $1,465,630,000, to remain available
until expended, of which $23,899,000 shall be
available for transfer to the Upper Colorado
River Basin Fund and $7,679,000 shall be
available for transfer to the Lower Colorado
River Basin Development Fund; of which
such amounts as may be necessary may be
advanced to the Colorado River Dam Fund:
Provided, That such transfers may be in-
creased or decreased within the overall ap-
propriation under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That of the total appropriated, the
amount for program activities that can be fi-
nanced by the Reclamation Fund, the Water
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Storage Enhancement Receipts account es-
tablished by section 4011(e) of Public Law
114-322, or the Bureau of Reclamation special
fee account established by 16 U.S.C. 6806
shall be derived from that Fund or account:
Provided further, That funds contributed
under 43 U.S.C. 395 are available until ex-
pended for the purposes for which the funds
were contributed: Provided further, That
funds advanced under 43 U.S.C. 397a shall be
credited to this account and are available
until expended for the same purposes as the
sums appropriated under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $3,237,000 shall
be deposited in the San Gabriel Basin Res-
toration Fund established by section 110 of
title I of division B of appendix D of Public
Law 106-554: Provided further, That in accord-
ance with section 4007 of Public Law 114-322
and as recommended by the Secretary in a
letter dated January 2, 2026, funding pro-
vided for such purpose in fiscal year 2025
shall be made available to the Sites Res-
ervoir Project and the B.F. Sisk Dam Raise
and Reservoir Expansion Project: Provided
further, That in accordance with section
4009(a) of Public Law 114-322 and as rec-
ommended by the Secretary in a letter dated
January 2, 2026, funding provided for such
purpose in fiscal year 2025 and prior fiscal
years shall be made available to the Kay Bai-
ley Hutchison Expansion—Concentrate Pipe-
line Partial Replacement Project and the
McAllen Brackish Groundwater Treatment
Facility.

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT RESTORATION FUND

For carrying out the programs, projects,
plans, habitat restoration, improvement, and
acquisition provisions of the Central Valley
Project Improvement Act, such sums as may
be collected in fiscal year 2026 in the Central
Valley Project Restoration Fund pursuant to
sections 3407(d), 3404(c)(3), and 3405(f) of Pub-
lic Law 102-575, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the Bureau of Rec-
lamation is directed to assess and collect the
full amount of the additional mitigation and
restoration payments authorized by section
3407(d) of Public Law 102-575: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available
under this heading may be used for the ac-
quisition or leasing of water for in-stream
purposes if the water is already committed
to in-stream purposes by a court adopted de-
cree or order.

CALIFORNIA BAY-DELTA RESTORATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For carrying out activities authorized by
the Water Supply, Reliability, and Environ-
mental Improvement Act, consistent with
plans to be approved by the Secretary of the
Interior, $32,000,000, to remain available until
expended, of which such amounts as may be
necessary to carry out such activities may
be transferred to appropriate accounts of
other participating Federal agencies to carry
out authorized purposes: Provided, That
funds appropriated herein may be used for
the Federal share of the costs of CALFED
Program management: Provided further, That
CALFED implementation shall be carried
out in a balanced manner with clear per-
formance measures demonstrating concur-
rent progress in achieving the goals and ob-
jectives of the Program.

POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION

For expenses necessary for policy, adminis-
tration, and related functions in the Office of
the Commissioner, the Denver office, and of-
fices in the six regions of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, $64,000,000, to be derived from
the Reclamation Fund and be nonreimburs-
able as provided in 43 U.S.C. 377, of which not
to exceed $5,000 may be used for official re-
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ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided, That no part of any other appropria-
tion in this Act shall be available for activi-
ties or functions budgeted as policy and ad-
ministration expenses.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

Appropriations for the Bureau of Reclama-
tion shall be available for purchase and re-
placement of not to exceed 30 motor vehi-
cles, which are for replacement only.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT

OF THE INTERIOR

SEC. 201. (a) None of the funds provided in
title II of this Act for Water and Related Re-
sources, or provided by previous or subse-
quent appropriations Acts to the agencies or
entities funded in title II of this Act for
Water and Related Resources that remain
available for obligation or expenditure in fis-
cal year 2026, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure through a reprogram-
ming of funds that—

(1) initiates or creates a new program,
project, or activity;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity;

(3) increases funds for any program,
project, or activity for which funds have
been denied or restricted by this Act, unless
prior approval is received from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress;

(4) restarts or resumes any program,
project or activity for which funds are not
provided in this Act, unless prior approval is
received from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress;

(5) transfers funds in excess of the fol-
lowing limits, unless prior approval is re-
ceived from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress:

(A) 15 percent for any program, project or
activity for which $2,000,000 or more is avail-
able at the beginning of the fiscal year; or

(B) $400,000 for any program, project or ac-
tivity for which less than $2,000,000 is avail-
able at the beginning of the fiscal year;

(6) transfers more than $500,000 from either
the Facilities Operation, Maintenance, and
Rehabilitation category or the Resources
Management and Development category to
any program, project, or activity in the
other category, unless prior approval is re-
ceived from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress; or

(7) transfers, where necessary to discharge
legal obligations of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, more than $5,000,000 to provide ade-
quate funds for settled contractor claims, in-
creased contractor earnings due to acceler-
ated rates of operations, and real estate defi-
ciency judgments, unless prior approval is
received from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress.

(b) Subsection (a)(5) shall not apply to any
transfer of funds within the Facilities Oper-
ation, Maintenance, and Rehabilitation cat-
egory.

(c) For purposes of this section, the term
‘““¢ransfer’” means any movement of funds
into or out of a program, project, or activity.

(d) Except as provided in subsections (a)
and (b), the amounts made available in this
title under the heading ‘‘Bureau of Reclama-
tion—Water and Related Resources’ shall be
expended for the programs, projects, and ac-
tivities specified in the ‘‘Final Bill”’ columns
in the ‘““Water and Related Resources’ table
included under the heading ‘‘Title II—De-
partment of the Interior’ in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act).

(e) The Bureau of Reclamation shall sub-
mit reports on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress detailing all the funds repro-
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grammed between programs, projects, activi-
ties, or categories of funding. The first quar-
terly report shall be submitted not later
than 60 days after the date of enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 202. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to determine the final point of dis-
charge for the interceptor drain for the San
Luis Unit until development by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the State of Cali-
fornia of a plan, which shall conform to the
water quality standards of the State of Cali-
fornia as approved by the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, to
minimize any detrimental effect of the San
Luis drainage waters.

(b) The costs of the Kesterson Reservoir
Cleanup Program and the costs of the San
Joaquin Valley Drainage Program shall be
classified by the Secretary of the Interior as
reimbursable or nonreimbursable and col-
lected until fully repaid pursuant to the
“Cleanup Program—Alternative Repayment
Plan” and the ‘“SJVDP—Alternative Repay-
ment Plan’ described in the report entitled
“Repayment Report, Kesterson Reservoir
Cleanup Program and San Joaquin Valley
Drainage Program, February 1995°°, prepared
by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Reclamation. Any future obligations of funds
by the United States relating to, or pro-
viding for, drainage service or drainage stud-
ies for the San Luis Unit shall be fully reim-
bursable by San Luis Unit beneficiaries of
such service or studies pursuant to Federal
reclamation law.

SEC. 203. Section 9504(e) of the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (42
U.S.C. 10364(e)) is amended by striking
‘920,000,000’ and inserting ‘‘$1,000,000,000.

SEC. 204. (a) Title I of Public Law 108-361
(the Calfed Bay-Delta Authorization Act)
(118 Stat. 1681), as amended, shall be applied
by substituting ‘‘2026>’ for ‘2022 each place
it appears.

(b) Section 103(f)(4)(A) of Public Law 108-
361 (the Calfed Bay-Delta Authorization Act)
(118 Stat. 1681) is amended by striking
¢¢$30,000,000” and inserting *‘$32,600,000"".

SEC. 205. Section 9106(g)(2) of the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-11) shall be applied by substituting
2026 for ‘2022°.

SEC. 206. Section 301 of the Reclamation
States Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991
(43 U.S.C. 2241) shall be applied by sub-
stituting “$130,000,000’" for ‘‘$120,000,000"".

SEC. 207. Section 9503(f) of the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (42
U.S.C. 10363(f)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting 2026 for ‘‘2023’.

SEC. 208. In this fiscal year and each fiscal
yvear thereafter, notwithstanding the Act of
May 9, 1938, (43 U.S.C. 392a), all monies re-
ceived by the United States in connection
with the repayment or reimbursement of
costs for all projects, including power, fi-
nanced in whole or in part with money from
the Aging Infrastructure Account created
pursuant to section 9603(d) of the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (43
U.S.C. 510b(d)) shall be repaid and deposited
to that account.

SEC. 209. (a) Section 10609(a)(1) of the
Northwestern New Mexico Rural Water
Projects Act (subtitle B of title X of Public
Law 111-11)—

(1) is amended by striking $870,000,000"
and inserting ‘‘$1,815,000,000’; and

(2) shall be applied by substituting 2026
for <“2024”°.

(b) Section 10604(b)(3)(B) of the North-
western New Mexico Rural Water Projects
Act (subtitle B of title X of Public Law 111-
11) is amended to read as follows: ‘“‘MAX-
IMUM SHARE.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A), the repayment obligation of the
City shall not exceed $76,000,000"".
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SEC. 210. Section 10 of Public Law 89-108, as
amended (79 Stat. 433; 100 Stat. 424; 106 Stat.
4669; 114 Stat. 2763A-291), is further amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by—

(A) redesignating subparagraph (C) as sub-
paragraph (D); and

(B) inserting after subparagraph (B), the
following:

‘“(C) OTHER AMOUNTS.—In addition to the
amounts made available under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B), there is authorized to be
appropriated to carry out section 7(a)
$50,000,000.”’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by inserting prior to
the last sentence, the following: ‘“Such in-
dexing shall also be applied for the $50,000,000
amount under subsection (b)(1)(C) for costs
incurred after the date of enactment.”.

TITLE III
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
ENERGY PROGRAMS
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and
other expenses necessary for energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy activities in
carrying out the purposes of the Department
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $3,100,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
such amount, $224,000,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2027, for program direc-
tion.

CYBERSECURITY, ENERGY SECURITY, AND
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and
other expenses necessary for energy sector
cybersecurity, energy security, and emer-
gency response activities in carrying out the
purposes of the Department of Energy Orga-
nization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), includ-
ing the acquisition or condemnation of any
real property or any facility or for plant or
facility acquisition, construction, or expan-
sion, $190,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That of such amount,
$24,000,000 shall be available until September
30, 2027, for program direction.

ELECTRICITY

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and
other expenses necessary for electricity ac-
tivities in carrying out the purposes of the
Department of Energy Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition
or condemnation of any real property or any
facility or for plant or facility acquisition,
construction, or expansion, $235,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That of such amount, $19,700,000 shall be
available until September 30, 2027, for pro-
gram direction.

GRID DEPLOYMENT

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and
other expenses necessary for grid deploy-
ment in carrying out the purposes of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition
or condemnation of any real property or any
facility or for plant or facility acquisition,
construction, or expansion, $25,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That of such amount, $6,000,000 shall be
available until September 30, 2027, for pro-
gram direction.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

NUCLEAR ENERGY

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and
other expenses necessary for nuclear energy
activities in carrying out the purposes of the
Department of Energy Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition
or condemnation of any real property or any
facility or for plant or facility acquisition,
construction, or expansion, $1,785,000,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That of such amount, $88,000,000 shall be
available until September 30, 2027, for pro-
gram direction: Provided further, That for the
purpose of section 954(a)(7) of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005, as amended, the only
amount available shall be from the amount
specified as including that purpose in the
‘““Final Bill” column in the ‘‘Department of
Energy’” table included under the heading
“Title III—Department of Energy’’ in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act).

FOSSIL ENERGY

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out fossil energy research
and development activities, under the au-
thority of the Department of Energy Organi-
zation Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including
the acquisition of interest, including defea-
sible and equitable interests in any real
property or any facility or for plant or facil-
ity acquisition or expansion, and for con-
ducting inquiries, technological investiga-
tions and research concerning the extrac-
tion, processing, use, and disposal of mineral
substances without objectionable social and
environmental costs (30 U.S.C. 3, 1602, and
1603), $720,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That of such amount
$70,000,000 shall be available until September
30, 2027, for program direction.

ENERGY PROJECTS

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out community project
funding activities, under the authority of the
Department of Energy Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $97,557,000, to remain
available until expended, for projects, and in
the amounts, specified for this account in
the table entitled ‘‘Community Project
Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending”’
in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A
of this consolidated Act).

NAVAL PETROLEUM AND OIL SHALE RESERVES

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary to carry out naval petroleum and oil
shale reserve activities, $13,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, un-
obligated funds remaining from prior years
shall be available for all naval petroleum
and oil shale reserve activities.

STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for Strategic Petroleum Reserve facil-
ity development and operations and program
management activities pursuant to the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C.
6201 et seq.), $206,325,000, to remain available
until expended.

SPR PETROLEUM ACCOUNT

For the acquisition, transportation, and
injection of petroleum products, and for
other necessary expenses pursuant to the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.), sections 403
and 404 of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015
(42 U.S.C. 6241, 6239 note), section 32204 of the
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation
Act (42 U.S.C. 6241 note), and section 30204 of
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (42 U.S.C.
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6241 note), $100,000, to remain available until
expended.

NORTHEAST HOME HEATING OIL RESERVE

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for Northeast Home Heating Oil Re-
serve storage, operation, and management
activities pursuant to the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6201 et seq.),
$7,150,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out the activities of the
Energy Information Administration,
$135,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

NON-DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and
other expenses necessary for non-defense en-
vironmental cleanup activities in carrying
out the purposes of the Department of En-
ergy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.),
including the acquisition or condemnation of
any real property or any facility or for plant
or facility acquisition, construction, or ex-
pansion, $322,371,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That in addition,
fees collected pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of
section 5 of the Mercury Export Ban Act of
2008 (42 U.S.C. 6939f(b)(1)), and deposited
under this heading in fiscal year 2026 pursu-
ant to section 309 of title IIT of division C of
Public Law 116-94 are appropriated, to re-
main available until expended, for mercury
storage costs.

URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND
DECOMMISSIONING FUND

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out uranium enrichment
facility decontamination and decommis-
sioning, remedial actions, and other activi-
ties of title II of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, and title X, subtitle A, of the Energy
Policy Act of 1992, $865,000,000, to be depos-
ited into and subsequently derived from the
Uranium Enrichment Decontamination and
Decommissioning Fund, to remain available
until expended, of which $0 shall be available
in accordance with title X, subtitle A, of the
Energy Policy Act of 1992.

SCIENCE

For Department of Energy expenses includ-
ing the purchase, construction, and acquisi-
tion of plant and capital equipment, and
other expenses necessary for science activi-
ties in carrying out the purposes of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the acquisition
or condemnation of any real property or any
facility or for plant or facility acquisition,
construction, or expansion, and purchase of
not more than 35 passenger motor vehicles,
$8,400,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount,
$226,831,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, for program direction.

NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for nuclear waste disposal activities
to carry out the purposes of the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act of 1982, Public Law 97-425,
as amended, $12,040,000, to remain available
until expended, which shall be derived from
the Nuclear Waste Fund.

ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY—

ENERGY

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary in carrying out the activities author-
ized by section 5012 of the America COM-
PETES Act (Public Law 110-69), $350,000,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided,
That of such amount, $40,000,000 shall be
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available until September 30, 2027, for pro-
gram direction.
TITLE 17 INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY LOAN
GUARANTEE PROGRAM

Such sums as are derived from amounts re-
ceived from borrowers pursuant to section
1702(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 under
this heading in prior Acts, shall be collected
in accordance with section 502(7) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided, That
for necessary administrative expenses of the
Title 17 Innovative Technology Loan Guar-
antee Program, as authorized, $35,000,000 is
appropriated, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided further, That up to
$35,000,000 of fees collected in fiscal year 2026
pursuant to section 1702(h) of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 shall be credited as offset-
ting collections under this heading and used
for necessary administrative expenses in this
appropriation and shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided further,
That to the extent that fees collected in fis-
cal year 2026 exceed $35,000,000, those excess
amounts shall be credited as offsetting col-
lections under this heading and available in
future fiscal years only to the extent pro-
vided in advance in appropriations Acts: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced (1) as such fees are received during fis-
cal year 2026 (estimated at $240,000,000) and
(2) to the extent that any remaining general
fund appropriations can be derived from fees
collected in previous fiscal years that are
not otherwise appropriated, so as to result in
a final fiscal year 2026 appropriation from
the general fund estimated at $0: Provided
further, That the Department of Energy shall
not subordinate any loan obligation to other
financing in violation of section 1702 of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 or subordinate any
Guaranteed Obligation to any loan or other
debt obligations in violation of section 609.8
of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations.

In addition, $150,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for the cost of loan
guarantees for the construction of small
modular reactors or advanced nuclear reac-
tors eligible under section 1703(b)(4) of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 TU.S.C.
16513(b)(4)): Provided, That the amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph are in addition to
those provided in any other Act: Provided
further, That for amounts collected pursuant
to section 1702(b)(2) of the Energy Policy Act
of 2005, the source of such payment received
from borrowers may not be a loan or other
debt obligation that is guaranteed by the
Federal Government: Provided further, That
none of such loan guarantee authority made
available under this paragraph shall be
available for commitments to guarantee
loans for any projects where funds, per-
sonnel, or property (tangible or intangible)
of any Federal agency, instrumentality, per-
sonnel, or affiliated entity are expected be
used (directly or indirectly) through acquisi-
tions, contracts, demonstrations, exchanges,
grants, incentives, leases, procurements,
sales, other transaction authority, or other
arrangements, to support the project or to
obtain goods or services from the project:
Provided further, That the preceding proviso
shall not be interpreted as precluding the use
of the loan guarantee authority provided
under this paragraph for commitments to
guarantee loans for:

(1) projects as a result of such projects ben-
efitting from otherwise allowable Federal in-
come tax benefits;

(2) projects as a result of such projects ben-
efitting from being located on Federal land
pursuant to a lease or right of-way agree-
ment for which all consideration for all uses
is:
(A) paid exclusively in cash;
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(B) deposited in the Treasury as offsetting
receipts; and

(C) equal to the fair market value as deter-
mined by the head of the relevant agency;

(3) projects as a result of such projects ben-
efitting from Federal insurance programs,
including under section 170 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2210; commonly
known as the ‘‘Price-Anderson Act”); or

(4) electric generation projects using trans-
mission facilities owned or operated by a
Federal Power Marketing Administration or
the Tennessee Valley Authority that have
been authorized, approved, and financed
independent of the project receiving the
guarantee:

Provided further, That none of the loan guar-
antee authority made available under this
heading shall be available for any project un-
less the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget has certified in advance in
writing that the loan guarantee and the
project comply with the provisions under
this heading.

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES
MANUFACTURING LOAN PROGRAM

For Department of Energy administrative
expenses necessary in carrying out the Ad-
vanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing
Loan Program, $9,500,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027.

TRIBAL ENERGY LOAN GUARANTEE PROGRAM

For Department of Energy administrative
expenses necessary in carrying out the Trib-
al Energy Loan Guarantee Program,
$6,300,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

INDIAN ENERGY POLICY AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses for Indian Energy
activities in carrying out the purposes of the
Department of Energy Organization Act (42
U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $75,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the amount appropriated under this heading,
$14,000,000 shall be available until September
30, 2027, for program direction.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION

For salaries and expenses of the Depart-
ment of Energy necessary for departmental
administration in carrying out the purposes
of the Department of Energy Organization
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), $300,578,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, in-
cluding the hire of passenger motor vehicles
and official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $30,000, plus such addi-
tional amounts as necessary to cover in-
creases in the estimated amount of cost of
work for others notwithstanding the provi-
sions of the Anti-Deficiency Act (31 U.S.C.
1511 et seq.): Provided, That such increases in
cost of work are offset by revenue increases
of the same or greater amount: Provided fur-
ther, That moneys received by the Depart-
ment for miscellaneous revenues estimated
to total $100,578,000 in fiscal year 2026 may be
retained and used for operating expenses
within this account, as authorized by section
201 of Public Law 95-238, notwithstanding the
provisions of 31 U.S.C. 3302: Provided further,
That the sum herein appropriated shall be
reduced as collections are received during
the fiscal year so as to result in a final fiscal
year 2026 appropriation from the general
fund estimated at not more than $200,000,000.

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

For expenses necessary for the Office of the
Inspector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978,
$90,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.
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ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES
NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION
WEAPONS ACTIVITIES

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and
other incidental expenses mnecessary for
atomic energy defense weapons activities in
carrying out the purposes of the Department
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $20,378,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
such amount, $149,244,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2027, for program direc-
tion.

DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and
other incidental expenses necessary for de-
fense nuclear nonproliferation activities, in
carrying out the purposes of the Department
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $2,367,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

NAVAL REACTORS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For Department of Energy expenses nec-
essary for naval reactors activities to carry
out the Department of Energy Organization
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition (by purchase, condemnation, con-
struction, or otherwise) of real property,
plant, and capital equipment, facilities, and
facility expansion, $2,134,000,000, to remain
available until expended, of which, $96,740,000
shall be transferred to ‘‘Department of En-
ergy—Energy Programs—Nuclear Energy’’,
for the Advanced Test Reactor: Provided,
That of such amount made available under
this heading, $61,540,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2027, for program direc-
tion.

FEDERAL SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for Federal Sala-
ries and Expenses in the National Nuclear
Security Administration, $525,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, in-
cluding official reception and representation
expenses not to exceed $17,000.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE

ACTIVITIES
DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and
other expenses necessary for atomic energy
defense environmental cleanup activities in
carrying out the purposes of the Department
of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et
seq.), including the acquisition or condemna-
tion of any real property or any facility or
for plant or facility acquisition, construc-
tion, or expansion, $7,375,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
such amount, $312,818,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2027, for program direc-
tion.

OTHER DEFENSE ACTIVITIES

For Department of Energy expenses, in-
cluding the purchase, construction, and ac-
quisition of plant and capital equipment and
other expenses, necessary for atomic energy
defense, other defense activities, and classi-
fied activities, in carrying out the purposes
of the Department of Energy Organization
Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), including the ac-
quisition or condemnation of any real prop-
erty or any facility or for plant or facility
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acquisition, construction, or expansion,
$1,170,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of such amount,
$384,404,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, for program direction.
POWER MARKETING ADMINISTRATIONS
BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION FUND

Expenditures from the Bonneville Power
Administration Fund, established pursuant
to Public Law 93-454, are approved for: the
Rocky Reach Kelt Facility, the Colville Ac-
climation Building Enclosures, the Colville
Tribes Resident Fish Hatchery Expansion,
the Chief Joseph Hatchery Water Quality
Project, and the Umatilla Hatchery Facility
and Acclimation Facilities: Provided, That
expenditures are also approved for official
reception and representation expenses in an
amount not to exceed $5,000: Provided further,
That during fiscal year 2026, no new direct
loan obligations may be made.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SOUTHEASTERN
POWER ADMINISTRATION

For expenses necessary for operation and
maintenance of power transmission facilities
and for marketing electric power and energy,
including transmission wheeling and ancil-
lary services, pursuant to section 5 of the
Flood Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), as
applied to the southeastern power area,
$9,285,000, including official reception and
representation expenses in an amount not to
exceed $1,500, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 3302 and section 5 of the Flood Control
Act of 1944, up to $9,285,000 collected by the
Southeastern Power Administration from
the sale of power and related services shall
be credited to this account as discretionary
offsetting collections, to remain available
until expended for the sole purpose of fund-
ing the annual expenses of the Southeastern
Power Administration: Provided further, That
the sum herein appropriated for annual ex-
penses shall be reduced as collections are re-
ceived during the fiscal year so as to result
in a final fiscal year 2026 appropriation esti-
mated at not more than $0: Provided further,
That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, up to
$81,819,000 collected by the Southeastern
Power Administration pursuant to the Flood
Control Act of 1944 to recover purchase
power and wheeling expenses shall be cred-
ited to this account as offsetting collections,
to remain available until expended for the
sole purpose of making purchase power and
wheeling expenditures: Provided further, That
for purposes of this appropriation, annual ex-
penses means expenditures that are gen-
erally recovered in the same year that they
are incurred (excluding purchase power and
wheeling expenses).

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
SOUTHWESTERN POWER ADMINISTRATION

For expenses necessary for operation and
maintenance of power transmission facilities
and for marketing electric power and energy,
for construction and acquisition of trans-
mission lines, substations and appurtenant
facilities, and for administrative expenses,
including official reception and representa-
tion expenses in an amount not to exceed
$1,500 in carrying out section 5 of the Flood
Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), as applied
to the Southwestern Power Administration,
$59,766,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 3302 and section 5 of the Flood Control
Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), up to $49,366,000
collected by the Southwestern Power Admin-
istration from the sale of power and related
services shall be credited to this account as
discretionary offsetting collections, to re-
main available until expended, for the sole
purpose of funding the annual expenses of
the Southwestern Power Administration:
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Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated for annual expenses shall be reduced
as collections are received during the fiscal
year so as to result in a final fiscal year 2026
appropriation estimated at not more than
$10,400,000: Provided further, That notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, up to $80,000,000 col-
lected by the Southwestern Power Adminis-
tration pursuant to the Flood Control Act of
1944 to recover purchase power and wheeling
expenses shall be credited to this account as
offsetting collections, to remain available
until expended for the sole purpose of mak-
ing purchase power and wheeling expendi-
tures: Provided further, That for purposes of
this appropriation, annual expenses means
expenditures that are generally recovered in
the same year that they are incurred (ex-
cluding purchase power and wheeling ex-
penses).

CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, OPERATION
AND MAINTENANCE, WESTERN AREA POWER
ADMINISTRATION
For carrying out the functions authorized

by title III, section 302(a)(1)(E) of the Act of

August 4, 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7152), and other re-

lated activities including conservation and

renewable resources programs as authorized,
$311,035,000, including official reception and
representation expenses in an amount not to
exceed $1,500, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $311,035,000 shall be derived
from the Department of the Interior Rec-
lamation Fund: Provided, That notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, section 5 of the Flood

Control Act of 1944 (16 U.S.C. 825s), and sec-

tion 1 of the Interior Department Appropria-

tion Act, 1939 43 U.S.C. 392a), up to
$247,663,000 collected by the Western Area

Power Administration from the sale of power

and related services shall be credited to this

account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended, for
the sole purpose of funding the annual ex-
penses of the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated for annual expenses shall be
reduced as collections are received during
the fiscal year so as to result in a final fiscal
year 2026 appropriation estimated at not
more than $63,372,000, of which $63,372,000 is
derived from the Reclamation Fund: Provided

further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302,

up to $475,000,000 collected by the Western

Area Power Administration pursuant to the

Flood Control Act of 1944 and the Reclama-

tion Project Act of 1939 to recover purchase

power and wheeling expenses shall be cred-
ited to this account as offsetting collections,
to remain available until expended for the
sole purpose of making purchase power and
wheeling expenditures: Provided further, That
for purposes of this appropriation, annual ex-
penses means expenditures that are gen-
erally recovered in the same year that they
are incurred (excluding purchase power and
wheeling expenses).
FALCON AND AMISTAD OPERATING AND
MAINTENANCE FUND

For operation, maintenance, and emer-
gency costs for the hydroelectric facilities at
the Falcon and Amistad Dams, $6,510,000, to
remain available until expended, and to be
derived from the Falcon and Amistad Oper-
ating and Maintenance Fund of the Western

Area Power Administration, as provided in

section 2 of the Act of June 18, 1954 (68 Stat.

255): Provided, That notwithstanding the pro-

visions of that Act and of 31 U.S.C. 3302, up

to $6,282,000 collected by the Western Area

Power Administration from the sale of power

and related services from the Falcon and

Amistad Dams shall be credited to this ac-

count as discretionary offsetting collections,

to remain available until expended for the
sole purpose of funding the annual expenses
of the hydroelectric facilities of these Dams
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and associated Western Area Power Adminis-
tration activities: Provided further, That the
sum herein appropriated for annual expenses
shall be reduced as collections are received
during the fiscal year so as to result in a
final fiscal year 2026 appropriation estimated
at not more than $228,000: Provided further,
That for purposes of this appropriation, an-
nual expenses means expenditures that are
generally recovered in the same year that
they are incurred: Provided further, That for
fiscal year 2026, the Administrator of the
Western Area Power Administration may ac-
cept up to $1,072,000 in funds contributed by
United States power customers of the Falcon
and Amistad Dams for deposit into the Fal-
con and Amistad Operating and Maintenance
Fund, and such funds shall be available for
the purpose for which contributed in like
manner as if said sums had been specifically
appropriated for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That any such funds shall be available
without further appropriation and without
fiscal year limitation for use by the Commis-
sioner of the United States Section of the
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion for the sole purpose of operating, main-
taining, repairing, rehabilitating, replacing,
or upgrading the hydroelectric facilities at
these Dams in accordance with agreements
reached between the Administrator, Com-
missioner, and the power customers.
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to carry out
the provisions of the Department of Energy
Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), in-
cluding services as authorized by 5 U.S.C.
3109, official reception and representation ex-
penses not to exceed $3,000, and the hire of
passenger motor vehicles, $520,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, not to exceed $520,000,000 of revenues
from fees and annual charges, and other
services and collections in fiscal year 2026
shall be retained and used for expenses nec-
essary in this account, and shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That the sum herein appropriated from the
general fund shall be reduced as revenues are
received during fiscal year 2026 so as to re-
sult in a final fiscal year 2026 appropriation
from the general fund estimated at not more
than $0.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT

OF ENERGY

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 301. (a) No appropriation, funds, or au-
thority made available by this title for the
Department of Energy shall be used to ini-
tiate or resume any program, project, or ac-
tivity or to prepare or initiate Requests For
Proposals or similar arrangements (includ-
ing Requests for Quotations, Requests for In-
formation, and Funding Opportunity An-
nouncements) for a program, project, or ac-
tivity if the program, project, or activity has
not been funded by Congress.

(b)(1) Unless the Secretary of Energy noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress at least 3 full busi-
ness days in advance, none of the funds made
available in this title may be used to—

(A) make a grant allocation or discre-
tionary grant award totaling $1,000,000 or
more;

(B) make a discretionary contract award or
Other Transaction Agreement totaling
$1,000,000 or more, including a contract cov-
ered by the Federal Acquisition Regulation;

©) provide nonoperational funding
through a competition restricted only to De-
partment of Energy National Laboratories
totaling $1,000,000 or more;
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(D) provide nonoperational funding di-
rectly to a Department of Energy National
Laboratory totaling $25,000,000 or more;

(E) issue a letter of intent to make an allo-
cation, award, or Agreement in excess of the
limits in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D);

(F) announce publicly the intention to
make an allocation, award, or Agreement in
excess of the limits in subparagraph (A), (B),
(C), or (D); or

(G) issue a letter to terminate an alloca-
tion, award, or Agreement in excess of the
limits in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D).

(2) The Secretary of Energy shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress within 15 days of the con-
clusion of each quarter a report detailing
each grant allocation or discretionary grant
award totaling less than $1,000,000 provided
during the previous quarter.

(3) The notification required by paragraph
(1) and the report required by paragraph (2)
shall include the recipient of the award, the
amount of the award, the fiscal year for
which the funds for the award were appro-
priated, the account and program, project, or
activity from which the funds are being
drawn, the title of the award, and a brief de-
scription of the activity for which the award
is made.

(c) The Department of Energy may not,
with respect to any program, project, or ac-
tivity that uses budget authority made
available in this title under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Energy—Energy Programs’’,
enter into a multiyear contract, award a
multiyear grant, or enter into a multiyear
cooperative agreement unless—

(1) the contract, grant, or cooperative
agreement is funded for the full period of
performance as anticipated at the time of
award; or

(2) the contract, grant, or cooperative
agreement includes a clause conditioning the
Federal Government’s obligation on the
availability of future year budget authority
and the Secretary notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 3 days in advance.

(d) Except as provided in subsections (e),
(), and (g), the amounts made available by
this title shall be expended as authorized by
law for the programs, projects, and activi-
ties, and in the amounts, specified in the
“Final Bill” column in the ‘‘Department of
Energy’” table included under the heading
“Title III—Department of Energy’’ in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act).

(e) The amounts made available by this
title may be reprogrammed for any program,
project, or activity, and the Department
shall notify, and obtain the prior approval
of, the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress at least 30 days
prior to the use of any proposed reprogram-
ming that would cause any program, project,
or activity funding level to increase or de-
crease by more than $5,000,000 or 10 percent,
whichever is less, during the time period cov-
ered by this Act.

(f) None of the funds provided in this title
shall be available for obligation or expendi-
ture through a reprogramming of funds
that—

(1) creates, initiates, or eliminates a pro-
gram, project, or activity;

(2) increases funds or personnel for any
program, project, or activity for which funds
are denied or restricted by this Act; or

(3) reduces funds that are directed to be
used for a specific program, project, or activ-
ity by this Act.

(g)(1) The Secretary of Energy may waive
any requirement or restriction in this sec-
tion that applies to the use of funds made
available for the Department of Energy if
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compliance with such requirement or re-
striction would pose a substantial risk to
human health, the environment, welfare, or
national security.

(2) The Secretary of Energy shall notify
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of any waiver under para-
graph (1) as soon as practicable, but not later
than 3 days after the date of the activity to
which a requirement or restriction would
otherwise have applied. Such notice shall in-
clude an explanation of the substantial risk
under paragraph (1) that permitted such
waiver.

(h) The unexpended balances of prior ap-
propriations provided for activities in this
Act may be available to the same appropria-
tion accounts for such activities established
pursuant to this title. Available balances
may be merged with funds in the applicable
established accounts and thereafter may be
accounted for as one fund for the same time
period as originally enacted.

SEC. 302. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for the construc-
tion of facilities classified as high-hazard nu-
clear facilities under 10 CFR Part 830 unless
independent oversight is conducted by the
Office of Enterprise Assessments to ensure
the project is in compliance with nuclear
safety requirements.

SEC. 303. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to approve critical
decision-2 or critical decision-3 under De-
partment of Energy Order 413.3B, or any suc-
cessive departmental guidance, for construc-
tion projects where the total project cost ex-
ceeds $100,000,000, until a separate inde-
pendent cost estimate has been developed for
the project for that critical decision.

SEC. 304. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to support a grant
allocation award, discretionary grant award,
or cooperative agreement that exceeds
$100,000,000 in Federal funding unless the
project is carried out through internal inde-
pendent project management procedures.

SEC. 305. No funds shall be transferred di-
rectly from ‘‘Department of Energy—Power
Marketing Administration—Colorado River
Basins Power Marketing Fund, Western Area
Power Administration’ to the general fund
of the Treasury in the current fiscal year.

SEC. 306. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to draw down and
sell petroleum products from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (1) to any entity that is
under the ownership, control, or influence of
the Chinese Communist Party; or (2) except
on condition that such petroleum products
will not be exported to the People’s Republic
of China.

SEC. 307. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the Sec-
retary of Energy to award any grant, con-
tract, cooperative agreement, or loan of
$10,000,000 or greater to an entity of concern
as defined in section 10114 of division B of
Public Law 117-167.

(b) The Secretary shall implement the re-
quirements under subsection (a) using a risk-
based approach and analytical tools to ag-
gregate, link, analyze, and maintain infor-
mation reported by an entity seeking or re-
ceiving such funds made available by this
Act.

(c) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with the obligations of the
United States under applicable international
agreements.

(d) The Secretary shall have the authority
to require the submission to the agency, by
an entity seeking or receiving such funds
made available by this Act, documentation
necessary to implement the requirements
under subsection (a).

(e) Chapter 35 of title 44, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Paperwork
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Reduction Act”), shall not apply to the im-
plementation of the requirements under this
section.

(f) The Secretary and other Federal agen-
cies shall coordinate to share relevant infor-
mation necessary to implement the require-
ments under subsection (a).

SEC. 308. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to admit any non-U.S. citizen from Rus-
sia or China to any nuclear weapons produc-
tion facility, as such term is defined in sec-
tion 4002 of the Atomic Energy Defense Act
(60 U.S.C. 2501), other than areas accessible
to the general public, unless 30 days prior to
facility admittance, the Department of En-
ergy provides notification to the Committees
on Appropriations and Armed Services of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 309. Funds made available in this title
under the headings ‘“‘Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy’’, ‘“Electricity’, ‘‘Fossil
Energy’’, ‘“Cybersecurity, Energy Security,
and Emergency Response’”, and ‘‘Science”
that are allocated for the purposes of section
9 of the Small Business Act, as amended (15
U.S.C. 638), including for Small Business In-
novation Research and Small Business Tech-
nology Transfer activities, or for the pur-
poses of section 1001 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005, as amended (42 U.S.C. 16391), for
Technology Commercialization Fund activi-
ties, may be reprogrammed within each ac-
count without being subject to the restric-
tions in section 301 of this title: Provided,
That the administration and selection of
awards pursuant to such sections will be in
coordination with the offices that oversee
the appropriations accounts to which the rel-
evant funding was originally appropriated.

SEC. 310. Section 15(g)(3) of Public Law 85—
536 (15 U.S.C. 644(g)(3)) is further amended by
inserting ‘“‘and by site support prime con-
tractors at the National Energy Technology
Laboratory’ following ‘‘Department of En-
ergy’’.

SEC. 311. (a) Of the amounts specified in
subsection (d), $3,100,000,000 shall be trans-
ferred to, and merged with, amounts pro-
vided in this Act under the heading ‘‘Nuclear
Energy’” that remain available until ex-
pended, and in addition to amounts other-
wise available, shall only be available for the
not more than two competitive awards for
Generation 3+ small modular reactor deploy-
ment projects described in section
311(a)(1)(A) of division D of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-42),
the two awards for demonstration projects
made prior to the date of enactment of this
Act under the Advanced Reactor Demonstra-
tion Program, as authorized under section
959A of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42
U.S.C. 16279a), and Risk Reduction for Fu-
ture Demonstrations, as described under the
heading Advanced Reactor Demonstration
Program in the explanatory statement ac-
companying division C of the Further Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public
Law 116-94).

(b) Of the amounts specified in subsection
(d), $375,000,000 shall be transferred to, and
merged with, amounts provided in this Act
under the heading ‘‘Grid Deployment Office”’
that remain available until expended, and in
addition to amounts otherwise available,
shall be available for necessary expenses to
carry out a program to enhance the domestic
supply chain for the manufacture of distribu-
tion and power transformers, components,
and materials, and electric grid components,
including financial assistance, technical as-
sistance, and competitive awards for pro-
curement and acquisition.

(c) Of the amounts provided in this title
that remain available until expended, the
following amounts shall be derived by trans-
fer from the funds specified in subsection (d):
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(1) $1,150,000,000 of the amounts provided
under the heading ‘“‘Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy’’;

(2) $100,000,000 of the amounts provided
under the heading ‘‘Nuclear Energy’’;

(3) $140,000,000 of the amounts provided
under the heading ‘‘Fossil Energy’’;

(4) $150,000,000 of the amounts provided
under the heading ‘‘Science’’; and

(5) $150,000,000 of the amounts provided in
the second paragraph under the heading
“Title 17 Innovative Technology Loan Guar-
antee Program’’.

(d) The funds specified in this subsection
are the unobligated balances, as of the date
of enactment of this Act, from amounts pro-
vided in title IIT of division J of Public Law
117-58, as follows:

(1) $1,281,141,701 of the amounts made avail-
able to carry out section 40323 of division D
of Public Law 117-58;

(2) $1,500,000,000 of the amounts made avail-
able to carry out subtitle J of title IX of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005;

(3) $1,040,000,000 of the amounts made avail-
able to carry out section 969D of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005;

(4) $950,000,000 of the amounts made avail-
able to carry out subparagraph (B) or sub-
paragraph (C) of section 962(b)(2) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005; and

(5) $393,858,299 of the amounts provided
under the heading ‘‘Energy Programs—En-
ergy Efficiency and Renewable Energy’’.

(e) Not later than 15 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Department of Energy shall transmit to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress a report that details the
amounts repurposed or transferred pursuant
to this section: Provided, That such report
shall be delineated by both source and des-
tination by Treasury Appropriations Fund
Symbol and statutory authority (including
by subparagraph for funds specified in sub-
section (d)(4)).

(f) Amounts repurposed or transferred pur-
suant to this section shall continue to be
treated as amounts specified in section 103(b)
of division A of Public Law 118-5.

SEC. 312. Section 4(c)(10)(B) of the Pacific
Northwest Electric Power Planning and Con-
servation Act (16 U.S.C. 839b(c)(10)(B)) is
amended by striking the period at the end
and inserting *‘, adjusted for inflation.”.

SEC. 313. In making Federal financial as-
sistance, the Department of Energy shall
continue to apply the indirect cost rates, in-
cluding negotiated indirect cost rates, as de-
scribed in section 200.414 of title 2, Code of
Federal Regulations, including with respect
to the approval of deviations from nego-
tiated indirect cost rates, to the same extent
and in the same manner as was applied in fis-
cal year 2024: Provided, That none of the
funds appropriated in this or prior Acts or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Energy may be used to develop, modify, or
implement changes to such negotiated indi-
rect cost rates.

TITLE IV
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION

For expenses necessary to carry out the
programs authorized by the Appalachian Re-
gional Development Act of 1965, as amended,
and for expenses necessary for the Federal
Co-Chairman and the Alternate on the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission, for payment
of the Federal share of the administrative
expenses of the Commission, including serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, and hire
of passenger motor vehicles, $200,000,000, to
remain available until expended.

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the Defense Nu-

clear Facilities Safety Board in carrying out
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activities authorized by the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, as amended by Public Law 100—
456, section 1441, $42,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, of which not to
exceed $1,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses.
DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For expenses necessary for the Delta Re-
gional Authority and to carry out its activi-
ties, as authorized by the Delta Regional Au-
thority Act of 2000, notwithstanding sections
382F(d), 382M, and 382N of said Act,
$32,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
DENALI COMMISSION
For expenses necessary for the Denali
Commission including the purchase, con-
struction, and acquisition of plant and cap-
ital equipment as necessary and other ex-
penses, $18,000,000, to remain available until
expended, notwithstanding the limitations
contained in section 306(g) of the Denali
Commission Act of 1998: Provided, That funds
shall be available for construction projects
for which the Denali Commission is the sole
or primary funding source in an amount not
to exceed 90 percent of total project cost for
distressed communities, as defined by such
section and by section 701 of appendix D,
title VII, Public Law 106-113 (113 Stat. 1501A-
280), and for Indian Tribes, as defined by sec-
tion 5304(e) of title 25, United States Code,
and in an amount not to exceed 50 percent
for non-distressed communities: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law regarding payment of a non-Fed-
eral share in connection with a grant-in-aid
program, amounts under this heading shall
be available for the payment of such a non-
Federal share for any project for which the
Denali Commission is not the sole or pri-
mary funding source, provided that such
project is consistent with the purposes of the
Commission.
NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION
For expenses necessary for the Northern
Border Regional Commission in carrying out
activities authorized by subtitle V of title 40,
United States Code, $42,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That such
amounts shall be available for administra-
tive expenses, notwithstanding section
15751(b) of title 40, United States Code.
NORTHWEST REGIONAL COMMISSION
For expenses necessary to establish a
Northwest Regional Commission located in
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana,
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That amounts provided to
the Northwest Regional Commission shall be
used to carry out activities authorized for
other regional Commissions by subtitle V of
title 40, United States Code.
SOUTHEAST CRESCENT REGIONAL COMMISSION
For expenses necessary for the Southeast
Crescent Regional Commission in carrying
out activities authorized by subtitle V of
title 40, United States Code, $20,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.
SOUTHWEST BORDER REGIONAL COMMISSION
For expenses necessary for the Southwest
Border Regional Commission in carrying out
activities authorized by subtitle V of title 40,
United States Code, $5,500,000, to remain
available until expended.
GREAT LAKES AUTHORITY
For expenses necessary for the Great
Lakes Authority in carrying out activities
authorized by subtitle V of title 40, United
States Code, $5,000,000, to remain available
until expended.
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For expenses necessary for the Commission
in carrying out the purposes of the Energy
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Reorganization Act of 1974 and the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, $952,700,000, including of-
ficial representation expenses not to exceed
$30,000, to remain available until expended:
Provided, That of the amount appropriated
herein, not more than $11,494,000 may be
made available for salaries, travel, and other
support costs for the Office of the Commis-
sion, to remain available until September 30,
2027: Provided further, That revenues from li-
censing fees, inspection services, and other
services and collections estimated at
$804,509,977 in fiscal year 2026 shall be re-
tained and used for necessary salaries and
expenses in this account, notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 3302, and shall remain available until
expended: Provided further, That the sum
herein appropriated shall be reduced by the
amount of revenues received during fiscal
year 2026 so as to result in a final fiscal year
2026 appropriation estimated at not more
than $148,190,023.
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For expenses necessary for the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978,
$18,795,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That revenues from
licensing fees, inspection services, and other
services and collections estimated at
$14,885,000 in fiscal year 2026 shall be retained
and be available until September 30, 2027, for
necessary salaries and expenses in this ac-
count, notwithstanding section 3302 of title
31, United States Code: Provided further, That
the sum herein appropriated shall be reduced
by the amount of revenues received during
fiscal year 2026 so as to result in a final fiscal
year 2026 appropriation estimated at not
more than $3,910,000: Provided further, That of
the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing, $1,572,000 shall be for Inspector General
services for the Defense Nuclear Facilities
Safety Board.

NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL REVIEW BOARD

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the Nuclear
Waste Technical Review Board, as author-
ized by Public Law 100-203, section 5051,
$4,000,000, to be derived from the Nuclear
Waste Fund, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—INDEPENDENT

AGENCIES

SEC. 401. The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion shall comply with the July 5, 2011,
version of Chapter VI of its Internal Com-
mission Procedures when responding to Con-
gressional requests for information, con-
sistent with Department of Justice guidance
for all Federal agencies.

SEC. 402. (a) The amounts made available
by this title for the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission may be reprogrammed for any
program, project, or activity, and the Com-
mission shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at
least 30 days prior to the use of any proposed
reprogramming that would cause any pro-
gram funding level to increase or decrease by
more than $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is
less, during the time period covered by this
Act.

(b)(1) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
may waive the notification requirement in
subsection (a) if compliance with such re-
quirement would pose a substantial risk to
human health, the environment, welfare, or
national security.

(2) The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of any waiv-
er under paragraph (1) as soon as practicable,
but not later than 3 days after the date of
the activity to which a requirement or re-
striction would otherwise have applied. Such
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notice shall include an explanation of the
substantial risk under paragraph (1) that
permitted such waiver and shall provide a
detailed report to the Committees of such
waiver and changes to funding levels to pro-
grams, projects, or activities.

(c) Except as provided in subsections (a),
(b), and (d), the amounts made available by
this title for ‘‘Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion—Salaries and Expenses’” shall be ex-
pended as directed in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act).

(d) None of the funds provided for the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a
reprogramming of funds that increases funds
or personnel for any program, project, or ac-
tivity for which funds are denied or re-
stricted by this Act.

(e) The Commission shall provide a month-
ly report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, which in-
cludes the following for each program,
project, or activity, including any prior year
appropriations—

(1) total budget authority;

(2) total unobligated balances; and

(3) total unliquidated obligations.

TITLE V
GENERAL PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 501. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used in any way, directly or
indirectly, to influence congressional action
on any legislation or appropriation matters
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEC. 502. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in title III of this Act may be trans-
ferred to any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government,
except pursuant to a transfer made by or
transfer authority provided in this Act or
any other appropriations Act for any fiscal
year, transfer authority referenced in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act), or any authority whereby
a department, agency, or instrumentality of
the United States Government may provide
goods or services to another department,
agency, or instrumentality.

(b) None of the funds made available for
any department, agency, or instrumentality
of the United States Government may be
transferred to accounts funded in title III of
this Act, except pursuant to a transfer made
by or transfer authority provided in this Act
or any other appropriations Act for any fis-
cal year, transfer authority referenced in the
explanatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act), or any authority whereby
a department, agency, or instrumentality of
the United States Government may provide
goods or services to another department,
agency, or instrumentality.

(¢) The head of any relevant department or
agency funded in this Act utilizing any
transfer authority shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a semiannual report detailing the
transfer authorities, except for any author-
ity whereby a department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States Government
may provide goods or services to another de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality, used
in the previous 6 months and in the year-to-
date. This report shall include the amounts
transferred and the purposes for which they
were transferred, and shall not replace or
modify existing notification requirements
for each authority.

SEC. 503. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
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establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, Tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Energy
and Water Development and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2026”°.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES

For necessary expenses for protection, use,
improvement, development, disposal, cadas-
tral surveying, classification, acquisition of
easements and other interests in lands, and
performance of other functions, including
maintenance of facilities, as authorized by
law, in the management of lands and their
resources under the jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, including the
general administration of the Bureau, and
assessment of mineral potential of public
lands pursuant to section 1010(a) of Public
Law 96-487 (16 U.S.C. 3150(a)), $1,260,166,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2027; of
which $48,560,000 for annual maintenance and
deferred maintenance programs and
$144,000,000 for the wild horse and burro pro-
gram, as authorized by Public Law 92-195 (16
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That amounts in
the fee account of the BLM Permit Proc-
essing Improvement Fund may be used for
any bureau-related expenses associated with
the processing of oil and gas applications for
permits to drill and related use of authoriza-
tions: Provided further, That of the amounts
made available under this heading, up to
$1,000,000 may be made available for the pur-
poses described in section 122(e)(1)(A) of divi-
sion G of Public Law 115-31 (43 U.S.C.
1748c(e)(1)(A)): Provided further, That of the
amounts made available under this heading,
not to exceed $15,000 may be for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $3,246,000 is for
projects specified for Land Management Pri-
orities in the table titled ‘“‘Interior and Envi-
ronment Incorporation of Community
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’ included for this di-
vision in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act): Provided
further, That of the amounts made available
under this heading, up to $3,000,000 of the
amounts made available for Wildlife habitat
management shall be available in fiscal year
2026 subject to a match by at least an equal
amount by the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation for cost-shared projects sup-
porting conservation of Bureau lands; and
such funds shall be advanced to the Founda-
tion as a lump-sum grant without regard to
when expenses are incurred.

In addition, $42,696,000 is for Mining Law
Administration program operations, includ-
ing the cost of administering the mining
claim fee program, to remain available until
expended, to be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Bureau and credited to this ap-
propriation from mining claim maintenance
fees and location fees that are hereby au-
thorized for fiscal year 2026, so as to result in
a final appropriation estimated at not more
than $1,260,166,000, and $2,000,000, to remain
available until expended, from communica-
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tion site rental fees established by the Bu-
reau for the cost of administering commu-
nication site activities.
OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS

For expenses necessary for management,
protection, and development of resources and
for construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of access roads, reforestation, and
other improvements on the revested Oregon
and California Railroad grant lands, on other
Federal lands in the Oregon and California
land-grant counties of Oregon, and on adja-
cent rights-of-way; and acquisition of lands
or interests therein, including existing con-
necting roads on or adjacent to such grant
lands; $115,521,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Bureau of Land
Management shall maintain the current
Western Oregon Operating Plan and will
fully participate in a unified wildfire protec-
tion system.

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS

For rehabilitation, protection, and acquisi-
tion of lands and interests therein, and im-
provement of Federal rangelands pursuant to
section 401 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1751), not-
withstanding any other Act, sums equal to 50
percent of all moneys received during the
prior fiscal year under sections 3 and 15 of
the Taylor Grazing Act (43 U.S.C. 315b, 3156m)
and the amount designated for range im-
provements from grazing fees and mineral
leasing receipts from Bankhead-Jones lands
transferred to the Department of the Inte-
rior pursuant to law, but not less than
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $600,000
shall be available for administrative ex-
penses.
SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES

For administrative expenses and other
costs related to processing application docu-
ments and other authorizations for use and
disposal of public lands and resources, for
costs of providing copies of official public
land documents, for monitoring construc-
tion, operation, and termination of facilities
in conjunction with use authorizations, and
for rehabilitation of damaged property, such
amounts as may be collected under Public
Law 94-579 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and under
section 28 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 185), to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding any
provision to the contrary of section 305(a) of
Public Law 94-579 (43 U.S.C. 1735(a)), any
moneys that have been or will be received
pursuant to that section, whether as a result
of forfeiture, compromise, or settlement, if
not appropriate for refund pursuant to sec-
tion 305(c) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1735(c)),
shall be available and may be expended
under the authority of this Act by the Sec-
retary of the Interior to improve, protect, or
rehabilitate any public lands administered
through the Bureau of Land Management
which have been damaged by the action of a
resource developer, purchaser, permittee, or
any unauthorized person, without regard to
whether all moneys collected from each such
action are used on the exact lands damaged
which led to the action: Provided further,
That any such moneys that are in excess of
amounts needed to repair damage to the
exact land for which funds were collected
may be used to repair other damaged public
lands.

MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS

In addition to amounts authorized to be
expended under existing laws, there is hereby
appropriated such amounts as may be con-
tributed under section 307 of Public Law 94—
579 (43 U.S.C. 1737), and such amounts as may
be advanced for administrative costs, sur-
veys, appraisals, and costs of making con-
veyances of omitted lands under section
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211(b) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1721(b)), to re-
main available until expended.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The Bureau of Land Management may
carry out the operations funded under this
Act by direct expenditure, contracts, grants,
cooperative agreements, and reimbursable
agreements with public and private entities,
including with States. Appropriations for the
Bureau shall be available for purchase, erec-
tion, and dismantlement of temporary struc-
tures, and alteration and maintenance of
necessary buildings and appurtenant facili-
ties to which the United States has title; up
to $100,000 for payments, at the discretion of
the Secretary, for information or evidence
concerning violations of laws administered
by the Bureau; miscellaneous and emergency
expenses of enforcement activities author-
ized or approved by the Secretary and to be
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate, not to exceed $10,000: Provided, That
notwithstanding Public Law 90-620 (44 U.S.C.
501), the Bureau may, under cooperative
cost-sharing and partnership arrangements
authorized by law, procure printing services
from cooperators in connection with jointly
produced publications for which the coopera-
tors share the cost of printing either in cash
or in services, and the Bureau determines
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That
projects to be funded pursuant to a written
commitment by a State government to pro-
vide an identified amount of money in sup-
port of the project may be carried out by the
Bureau on a reimbursable basis: Provided fur-
ther, That the Bureau of Land Management
shall maintain staffing levels in order to ful-
fill the mission required under title 16, title
30, title 43, and title 54, United States Code,
including to protect natural and cultural re-
sources, provide and maintain appropriate
access and recreation for visitors, provide
safety precautions for visitors and staff,
maintain physical and natural infrastruc-
ture, provide information and respond to
stakeholders and the general public, conduct
tribal consultation, provide for administra-
tive support, manage energy and minerals
resources, and carry out other activities in
support of effectively managing the National
Conservation Lands and other public lands in
a timely manner.

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, as author-
ized by law, and for scientific and economic
studies, general administration, and for the
performance of other authorized functions
related to such resources, $1,451,515,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, of
which not to exceed $15,000 may be for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses:
Provided, That not to exceed $14,000,000 shall
be used for implementing subsections (a), (b),
(c), and (e) of section 4 of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 15633) (except for
processing petitions, developing and issuing
proposed and final regulations, and taking
any other steps to implement actions de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(2)(A), (¢)(2)(B)(1), or
(c)(2)(B)(ii) of such section): Provided further,
That of the amount appropriated under this
heading, $19,115,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2028, shall be for projects spec-
ified for Stewardship Priorities in the table
titled ‘‘Interior and Environment Incorpora-
tion of Community Project Funding Items/
Congressionally Directed Spending Items”
included for this division in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act): Provided further, That amounts in the
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preceding proviso may be transferred to the
appropriate program, project, or activity
under this heading and shall continue to
only be available for the purposes and in
such amounts as such funds were originally
appropriated.

CONSTRUCTION

For construction, improvement, acquisi-
tion, or removal of buildings and other fa-
cilities required in the conservation, man-
agement, investigation, protection, and uti-
lization of fish and wildlife resources, and
the acquisition of lands and interests there-
in; $14,709,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $1,000,000 is for
the project specified for Line Item Construc-
tion Projects in the table titled ‘‘Interior
and Environment Incorporation of Commu-
nity Project Funding Items/Congressionally
Directed Spending Items’ included for this
division in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act).

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES
CONSERVATION FUND

For expenses necessary to carry out sec-
tion 6 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(16 U.S.C. 1535), $22,202,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, to be derived from the
Cooperative Endangered Species Conserva-
tion Fund.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND
For expenses necessary to implement the
Act of October 17, 1978 (16 U.S.C. T715s),
$13,228,000.
NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION
FUND

For expenses necessary to carry out the
provisions of the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4401 et seq.),
$49,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION

For expenses necessary to carry out the
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation
Act (16 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), $5,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND

For expenses necessary to carry out the
African Elephant Conservation Act (16 U.S.C.
4201 et seq.), the Asian Elephant Conserva-
tion Act of 1997 (16 U.S.C. 4261 et seq.), the
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Great Ape
Conservation Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 6301 et
seq.), and the Marine Turtle Conservation
Act of 2004 (16 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), $21,000,000,
to remain available until expended.

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS

For wildlife conservation grants to States
and to the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, the United States Virgin Islands, the
Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa,
and Indian tribes under the provisions of the
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 and the Fish
and Wildlife Coordination Act, for the devel-
opment and implementation of programs for
the benefit of wildlife and their habitat, in-
cluding species that are not hunted or fished,
$73,812,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amount pro-
vided herein, $6,200,000 is for a competitive
grant program for Indian tribes not subject
to the remaining provisions of this appro-
priation: Provided further, That $7,612,000 is
for a competitive grant program to imple-
ment approved plans for States, territories,
and other jurisdictions and at the discretion
of affected States, the regional Associations
of fish and wildlife agencies, not subject to
the remaining provisions of this appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Secretary
shall, after deducting $13,812,000 and adminis-
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trative expenses, apportion the amount pro-
vided herein in the following manner: (1) to
the District of Columbia and to the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, each a sum equal
to not more than one-half of 1 percent there-
of; and (2) to Guam, American Samoa, the
United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
each a sum equal to not more than one-
fourth of 1 percent thereof: Provided further,
That the Secretary of the Interior shall ap-
portion the remaining amount in the fol-
lowing manner: (1) one-third of which is
based on the ratio to which the land area of
such State bears to the total land area of all
such States; and (2) two-thirds of which is
based on the ratio to which the population of
such State bears to the total population of
all such States: Provided further, That the
amounts apportioned under this paragraph
shall be adjusted equitably so that no State
shall be apportioned a sum which is less than
1 percent of the amount available for appor-
tionment under this paragraph for any fiscal
year or more than 5 percent of such amount:
Provided further, That the Federal share of
planning grants shall not exceed 75 percent
of the total costs of such projects and the
Federal share of implementation grants
shall not exceed 65 percent of the total costs
of such projects: Provided further, That the
non-Federal share of such projects may not
be derived from Federal grant programs: Pro-
vided further, That any amount apportioned
in 2026 to any State, territory, or other juris-
diction that remains unobligated as of Sep-
tember 30, 2027, shall be reapportioned, to-
gether with funds appropriated in 2028, in the
manner provided herein.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice may carry out the operations of Service
programs by direct expenditure, contracts,
grants, cooperative agreements and reim-
bursable agreements with public and private
entities. Appropriations and funds available
to the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice shall be available for repair of damage to
public roads within and adjacent to reserva-
tion areas caused by operations of the Serv-
ice; options for the purchase of land at not to
exceed one dollar for each option; facilities
incident to such public recreational uses on
conservation areas as are consistent with
their primary purpose; and the maintenance
and improvement of aquaria, buildings, and
other facilities under the jurisdiction of the
Service and to which the United States has
title, and which are used pursuant to law in
connection with management, and investiga-
tion of fish and wildlife resources: Provided,
That notwithstanding 44 U.S.C. 501, the Serv-
ice may, under cooperative cost sharing and
partnership arrangements authorized by law,
procure printing services from cooperators
in connection with jointly produced publica-
tions for which the cooperators share at
least one-half the cost of printing either in
cash or services and the Service determines
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That
the Service may accept donated aircraft as
replacements for existing aircraft: Provided
further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302,
all fees collected for non-toxic shot review
and approval shall be deposited under the
heading ‘‘United States Fish and Wildlife
Service—Resource Management’’ and shall
be available to the Secretary, without fur-
ther appropriation, to be used for expenses of
processing of such non-toxic shot type or
coating applications and revising regulations
as necessary, and shall remain available
until expended: Provided further, That the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service shall
maintain staffing levels in order to fulfill
the mission required under title 16, title 43,
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and title 54, United States Code, including to
protect natural and cultural resources, pro-
vide and maintain appropriate access and
recreation for visitors, provide safety pre-
cautions for visitors and staff, maintain
physical and natural infrastructure, provide
information and respond to stakeholders and
the general public, conduct tribal consulta-
tion, provide for administrative support, en-
force Federal wildlife laws, protect species,
uphold Acts, treaties, conventions and agree-
ments to conserve, protect, and enhance fish,
wildlife, plants, and their habitats, providing
professional expertise to other agencies and
international and private partners, and carry
out other activities in support of effectively
operating the National Fish Hatchery Sys-
tem and National Wildlife Refuge System
and carrying out programs administered by
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
in a timely manner.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
For expenses necessary for the manage-

ment, operation, protection, and mainte-
nance of areas and facilities administered by
the National Park Service and for the gen-
eral administration of the National Park
Service, $2,877,195,000, of which $11,661,000 for
planning and interagency coordination in
support of Everglades restoration and
$148,285,000 for maintenance, repair, or reha-
bilitation projects for constructed assets and
$157,950,000 for cyclic maintenance projects
for constructed assets and cultural resources
and $12,500,000 for uses authorized by section
101122 of title 54, United States Code shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027, and
not to exceed $15,000 may be for official re-
ception and representative expenses: Pro-
vided, That funds appropriated under this
heading in this Act are available for the pur-
poses of section 5 of Public Law 95-348: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section 9
of the 400 Years of African-American History
Commission Act (36 U.S.C. note prec. 101;
Public Law 115-102), $3,300,000 of the funds
provided under this heading shall be made
available for the purposes specified by that
Act: Provided further, That sections 7(b) and
8 of that Act shall be amended by striking
“July 1, 2025 and inserting ‘“‘July 1, 2027.

In addition, for purposes described in sec-
tion 2404 of Public Law 116-9, an amount
equal to the amount deposited in this fiscal
year into the National Park Medical Serv-
ices Fund established pursuant to such sec-
tion of such Act, to remain available until
expended, shall be derived from such Fund.

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION

For expenses necessary to carry out recre-
ation programs, natural programs, cultural
programs, heritage partnership programs,
environmental compliance and review, inter-
national park affairs, and grant administra-
tion, not otherwise provided for, $91,596,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2027,
of which $250,000 shall be for projects speci-
fied for Statutory and Contractual Aid in the
table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment In-
corporation of Community Project Funding
Items/Congressionally Directed Spending
Items” included for this division in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act).

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND

For expenses necessary in carrying out the
National Historic Preservation Act (division
A of subtitle III of title 54, United States
Code), $205,059,000, to be derived from the
Historic Preservation Fund and to remain
available until September 30, 2027, of which
$25,500,000 shall be for Save America’s Treas-
ures grants for preservation of nationally
significant sites, structures and artifacts as
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authorized by section 7303 of the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (54
U.S.C. 3089): Provided, That an individual
Save America’s Treasures grant shall be
matched by non-Federal funds: Provided fur-
ther, That individual projects shall only be
eligible for one grant: Provided further, That
all projects to be funded shall be approved by
the Secretary of the Interior in consultation
with the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations: Provided further,That of the
funds provided for the Historic Preservation
Fund, $1,250,000 is for competitive grants for
the survey and nomination of properties to
the National Register of Historic Places and
as National Historic Landmarks associated
with communities currently under-rep-
resented, as determined by the Secretary;
$24,000,000 is for competitive grants to pre-
serve the sites and stories of the African
American Civil Rights movement; $5,000,000
is for competitive grants to preserve sites re-
lated to the struggle of all people to achieve
equal rights in America; $11,000,000 is for
grants to Historically Black Colleges and
Universities; $7,906,000 is for competitive
grants for the restoration of historic prop-
erties of national, State, and local signifi-
cance listed on or eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places, to
be made without imposing the usage or di-
rect grant restrictions of section 101(e)(3) (54
U.S.C. 302904) of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act; $4,907,000 is for a competitive
grant program to honor the
semiquincentennial anniversary of the
United States by restoring and preserving
sites and structures listed on the National
Register of Historic Places that commemo-
rate the founding of the nation; $62,150,000 is
for State Historic Preservation Offices;
$23,750,000 is for Tribal Historic Preservation
Offices; and $15,596,000 is for projects speci-
fied for the Historic Preservation Fund in
the table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment
Incorporation of Community Project Fund-
ing Items/Congressionally Directed Spending
Items” included for this division in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided further, That
such competitive grants shall be made with-
out imposing the matching requirements in
section 302902(b)(3) of title 54, United States
Code to States and Indian tribes as defined
in chapter 3003 of such title, Native Hawaiian
organizations, local governments, including
Certified Local Governments, and non-profit
organizations.
CONSTRUCTION

For construction, improvements, repair, or
replacement of physical facilities, and re-
lated equipment, and compliance and plan-
ning for programs and areas administered by
the National Park Service, $88,461,000, of
which $3,190,000 is for projects specified for
Line item construction and maintenance in
the table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment
Incorporation of Community Project Fund-
ing Items/Congressionally Directed Spending
Items” included for this division in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act), to remain available until
expended: Provided, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, for any project
initially funded in fiscal year 2026 with a fu-
ture phase indicated in the National Park
Service 5-Year Line Item Construction Plan,
a single procurement may be issued which
includes the full scope of the project: Pro-
vided further, That the solicitation and con-
tract shall contain the clause availability of
funds found at 48 CFR 52.232-18: Provided fur-
ther, That National Park Service Donations,
Park Concessions Franchise Fees, and Recre-
ation Fees may be made available for the
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cost of adjustments and changes within the
original scope of effort for projects funded by
the National Park Service Construction ap-
propriation: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall consult with the
Committees on Appropriations, in accord-
ance with current reprogramming thresh-
olds, prior to making any changes authorized
by this section.
CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE

For expenses necessary to carry out the
provisions of section 101701 of title 54, United
States Code, relating to challenge cost share
agreements, $5,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for Centennial Challenge
projects and programs: Provided, That not
less than 50 percent of the total cost of each
project or program shall be derived from
non-Federal sources in the form of donated
cash, assets, or a pledge of donation guaran-
teed by an irrevocable letter of credit.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to other uses set forth in sec-
tion 101917(c)(2) of title 54, United States
Code, franchise fees credited to a sub-ac-
count shall be available for expenditure by
the Secretary, without further appropria-
tion, for use at any unit within the National
Park System to extinguish or reduce liabil-
ity for Possessory Interest or leasehold sur-
render interest. Such funds may only be used
for this purpose to the extent that the bene-
fitting unit anticipated franchise fee receipts
over the term of the contract at that unit
exceed the amount of funds used to extin-
guish or reduce liability. Franchise fees at
the benefitting unit shall be credited to the
sub-account of the originating unit over a
period not to exceed the term of a single con-
tract at the benefitting unit, in the amount
of funds so expended to extinguish or reduce
liability.

For the costs of administration of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund grants
authorized by section 105(a)(2)(B) of Public
Law 109432 (43 U.S.C. 1331 note), the Na-
tional Park Service may retain up to 3 per-
cent of the amounts which are authorized to
be disbursed under such section, such re-
tained amounts to remain available until ex-
pended.

National Park Service funds may be trans-
ferred to the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA), Department of Transportation,
for purposes authorized under 23 U.S.C. 203.
Transfers may include a reasonable amount
for FHWA administrative support costs.

The National Park Service shall maintain
staffing levels in order to fulfill the mission
required under title 16, title 43, and title 54,
United States Code, including to protect nat-
ural and cultural resources, provide and
maintain appropriate access and recreation
for visitors, provide safety precautions for
visitors and staff, maintain physical and nat-
ural infrastructure, provide information and
respond to stakeholders and the general pub-
lic, conduct tribal consultation, provide for
administrative support, administer historic
and other preservation programs, and carry
out other activities in support of effectively
operating the National Park System and car-
rying out programs administered by the Na-
tional Park Service in a timely manner.

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the United
States Geological Survey to perform sur-
veys, investigations, and research covering
topography, geology, hydrology, biology, and
the mineral and water resources of the
United States, its territories and posses-
sions, and other areas as authorized by 43
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U.S.C. 31, 1332, and 1340; classify lands as to
their mineral and water resources; give engi-
neering supervision to power permittees and
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission li-
censees; administer the minerals exploration
program (30 U.S.C. 641); conduct inquiries
into the economic conditions affecting min-
ing and materials processing industries (30
U.S.C. 3, 21a, and 1603; 50 U.S.C. 98g(a)(1)) and
related purposes as authorized by law; and to
publish and disseminate data relative to the
foregoing activities; $1,420,433,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027; of which
$95,334,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for satellite operations; and of which
$74,840,000 shall be available until expended
for deferred maintenance and capital im-
provement projects that exceed $100,000 in
cost: Provided, That none of the funds pro-
vided for the ecosystem research activity
shall be used to conduct new surveys on pri-
vate property, unless specifically authorized
in writing by the property owner: Provided
further, That no part of this appropriation
shall be used to pay more than one-half the
cost of topographic mapping or water re-
sources data collection and investigations
carried on in cooperation with States and
municipalities: Provided further, That of the
amount appropriated under this heading,
$2,250,000 shall be for projects specified for
Special Initiatives in the table titled ‘‘Inte-
rior and Environment Incorporation of Com-
munity Project Funding Items/Congression-
ally Directed Spending Items’ included for
this division in the explanatory statement
described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act):
Provided further, That amounts in the pre-
ceding proviso may be transferred to the ap-
propriate program, project, or activity under
this heading and shall continue to only be
available for the purposes and in such
amounts as such funds were originally appro-
priated: Provided further, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $15,000 may be for official reception and
representation expenses.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

From within the amount appropriated for
activities of the United States Geological
Survey such sums as are necessary shall be
available for contracting for the furnishing
of topographic maps and for the making of
geophysical or other specialized surveys
when it is administratively determined that
such procedures are in the public interest;
construction and maintenance of necessary
buildings and appurtenant facilities; acquisi-
tion of lands for gauging stations, observa-
tion wells, and seismic equipment; expenses
of the United States National Committee for
Geological Sciences; and payment of com-
pensation and expenses of persons employed
by the Survey duly appointed to represent
the United States in the negotiation and ad-
ministration of interstate compacts: Pro-
vided, That activities funded by appropria-
tions herein made may be accomplished
through the use of contracts, grants, or coop-
erative agreements (including noncompeti-
tive cooperative agreements with tribes) as
defined in section 6302 of title 31, United
States Code: Provided further, That the
United States Geological Survey may enter
into contracts or cooperative agreements di-
rectly with individuals or indirectly with in-
stitutions or nonprofit organizations, with-
out regard to 41 U.S.C. 6101, for the tem-
porary or intermittent services of students
or recent graduates, who shall be considered
employees for the purpose of chapters 57 and
81 of title 5, United States Code, relating to
compensation for travel and work injuries,
and chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code, relating to tort claims, but shall not
be considered to be Federal employees for
any other purposes.
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BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

For expenses necessary for granting and
administering leases, easements, rights-of-
way, and agreements for use for oil and gas,
other minerals, energy, and marine-related
purposes on the Outer Continental Shelf and
approving operations related thereto, as au-
thorized by law; for environmental studies,
as authorized by law; for implementing other
laws and to the extent provided by Presi-
dential or Secretarial delegation; and for
matching grants or cooperative agreements,
$191,128,000, of which $133,128,000 is to remain
available until September 30, 2027, and of
which $58,000,000 is to remain available until
expended: Provided, That this total appro-
priation shall be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Secretary of the Interior and
credited to this appropriation from additions
to receipts resulting from increases to lease
rental rates in effect on August 5, 1993, and
from cost recovery fees from activities con-
ducted by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement pursuant to the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act, including studies, assess-
ments, analysis, and miscellaneous adminis-
trative activities: Provided further, That the
sum herein appropriated shall be reduced as
such collections are received during the fis-
cal year, so as to result in a final fiscal year
2026 appropriation estimated at not more
than $133,128,000: Provided further, That not
to exceed $3,000 shall be available for reason-
able expenses related to promoting volunteer
beach and marine cleanup activities: Pro-
vided further, That not to exceed $5,000 shall
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses.

BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ENFORCEMENT

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ENFORCEMENT

For expenses necessary for the regulation
of operations related to leases, easements,
rights-of-way, and agreements for use for oil
and gas, other minerals, energy, and marine-
related purposes on the Outer Continental
Shelf, as authorized by law; for enforcing and
implementing laws and regulations as au-
thorized by law and to the extent provided
by Presidential or Secretarial delegation;
and for matching grants or cooperative
agreements, $160,751,000, of which $128,871,000,
including not to exceed $3,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses, is to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, and
of which $31,880,000 is to remain available
until expended, including $2,880,000 for off-
shore decommissioning activities: Provided,
That this total appropriation shall be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary
of the Interior and credited to this appro-
priation from additions to receipts resulting
from increases to lease rental rates in effect
on August 5, 1993, and from cost recovery
fees from activities conducted by the Bureau
of Safety and Environmental Enforcement
pursuant to the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act, including studies, assessments,
analysis, and miscellaneous administrative
activities: Provided further, That the sum
herein appropriated shall be reduced as such
collections are received during the fiscal
year, so as to result in a final fiscal year 2026
appropriation estimated at not more than
$131,751,000.

For an additional amount, $36,000,000, to
remain available until expended, to be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary
and credited to this appropriation, which
shall be derived from non-refundable inspec-
tion fees collected in fiscal year 2026, as pro-
vided in this Act: Provided, That for fiscal
year 2026, not less than 50 percent of the in-
spection fees expended by the Bureau of
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Safety and Environmental Enforcement will
be used to fund personnel and mission-re-
lated costs to expand capacity and expedite
the orderly development, subject to environ-
mental safeguards, of the Outer Continental
Shelf pursuant to the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), in-
cluding the review of applications for per-
mits to drill.
OIL SPILL RESEARCH

For necessary expenses to carry out title I,
section 1016; title IV, sections 4202 and 4303;
title VII; and title VIII, section 8201 of the
Oil Pollution Act of 1990, $15,099,000, which
shall be derived from the Oil Spill Liability
Trust Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended.

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND
ENFORCEMENT
REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95-87,
$117,575,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, of which $63,700,000 shall be
available for State and tribal regulatory
grants, and of which not to exceed $5,000 may
be for official reception and representation
expenses: Provided, That appropriations for
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement may provide for the travel
and per diem expenses of State and tribal
personnel attending Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement sponsored
training.

In addition, for costs to review, admin-
ister, and enforce permits issued by the Of-
fice pursuant to section 507 of Public Law 95—
87 (30 U.S.C. 1257), $40,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That fees as-
sessed and collected by the Office pursuant
to such section 507 shall be credited to this
account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended:
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as collections are received during the
fiscal year, so as to result in a fiscal year
2026 appropriation estimated at not more
than $117,575,000.

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND

For necessary expenses to carry out title
IV of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95-87,
$32,975,000, to be derived from receipts of the
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund and to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That pursuant to Public Law 97-365, the De-
partment of the Interior is authorized to use
up to 20 percent from the recovery of the de-
linquent debt owed to the United States Gov-
ernment to pay for contracts to collect these
debts: Provided further, That funds made
available under title IV of Public Law 95-87
may be used for any required non-Federal
share of the cost of projects funded by the
Federal Government for the purpose of envi-
ronmental restoration related to treatment
or abatement of acid mine drainage from
abandoned mines: Provided further, That such
projects must be consistent with the pur-
poses and priorities of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts provided under this head-
ing may be used for the travel and per diem
expenses of State and tribal personnel at-
tending Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement sponsored training:
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading, not to exceed $5,000
shall be available for official reception and
representation expenses.

In addition, $134,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for payments to States
and federally recognized Indian tribes for
reclamation of abandoned mine lands and
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other related activities in accordance with
the terms and conditions described in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided, That such addi-
tional amount shall be used for economic
and community development in conjunction
with the priorities described in section 403(a)
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233(a)): Provided
further, That of such additional amount,
$88,500,000 shall be distributed in equal
amounts to the three Appalachian States
with the greatest amount of unfunded needs
to meet the priorities described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of such section, $33,750,000
shall be distributed in equal amounts to the
three Appalachian States with the subse-
quent greatest amount of unfunded needs to
meet such priorities, and $11,750,000 shall be
for grants to federally recognized Indian
tribes, without regard to their status as cer-
tified or uncertified under the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30
U.S.C. 1233(a)), for reclamation of abandoned
mine lands and other related activities in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions de-
scribed in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act) and shall
be used for economic and community devel-
opment in conjunction with the priorities in
section 403(a) of the Surface Mining Control
and Reclamation Act of 1977: Provided fur-
ther, That such payments shall be made to
States and federally recognized Indian tribes
not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act: Provided further, That
if payments have not been made by the date
specified in the preceding proviso, the
amount appropriated for salaries and ex-
penses under the heading ‘‘Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement’’ shall
be reduced by $100,000 per day until such pay-
ments have been made.

INDIAN AFFAIRS
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the operation of
Indian programs, as authorized by law, in-
cluding the Snyder Act of November 2, 1921
(25 U.S.C. 13) and the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), $1,933,200,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, except as
otherwise provided herein; of which not to
exceed $15,000 may be for official reception
and representation expenses; of which not to
exceed $78,494,000 shall be for welfare assist-
ance payments: Provided, That in cases of
designated Federal disasters, the Secretary
of the Interior may exceed such cap for wel-
fare payments from the amounts provided
herein, to provide for disaster relief to In-
dian communities affected by the disaster:
Provided further, That federally recognized
Indian tribes and tribal organizations of fed-
erally recognized Indian tribes may use their
tribal priority allocations for unmet welfare
assistance costs: Provided further, That not
to exceed $71,495,000 shall remain available
until expended for housing improvement,
road maintenance, land acquisition, attorney
fees, litigation support, land records im-
provement, hearings and appeals, and the
Navajo-Hopi Settlement Program: Provided
further, That of the amount appropriated
under this heading, $8,491,000 shall be for
projects specified for Special Initiatives
(CDS) in the table titled ‘‘Interior and Envi-
ronment Incorporation of Community
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’ included for this di-
vision in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
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division A of this consolidated Act): Provided
further, That any forestry funds allocated to
a federally recognized tribe which remain
unobligated as of September 30, 2027, may be
transferred during fiscal year 2028 to an In-
dian forest land assistance account estab-
lished for the benefit of the holder of the
funds within the holder’s trust fund account:
Provided further, That any such unobligated
balances not so transferred shall expire on
September 30, 2028: Provided further, That in
order to enhance the safety of Bureau field
employees, the Bureau may use funds to pur-
chase uniforms or other identifying articles
of clothing for personnel: Provided further,
That not to exceed $7,096,000 of funds made
available under this heading may, as needed,
be transferred to ‘‘Office of the Secretary—
Departmental Operations’ for trust, probate,
and administrative functions: Provided fur-
ther, That the Bureau of Indian Affairs may
accept transfers of funds from United States
Customs and Border Protection to supple-
ment any other funding available for recon-
struction or repair of roads owned by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs as identified on the
National Tribal Transportation Facility In-
ventory, 23 U.S.C. 202(b)(1).
INDIAN LAND CONSOLIDATION

For the acquisition of fractional interests
to further land consolidation as authorized
under the Indian Land Consolidation Act
Amendments of 2000 (Public Law 106-462),
and the American Indian Probate Reform
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-374), $4,000,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That any provision of the Indian Land Con-
solidation Act Amendments of 2000 (Public
Law 106-462) that requires or otherwise re-
lates to application of a lien shall not apply
to the acquisitions funded herein.

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for contract support costs associated
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of
Indian Education for fiscal year 2026, such
sums as may be necessary, which shall be
available for obligation through September
30, 2027: Provided, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, no amounts made
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for transfer to another budget account.

PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for leases pursuant to section 105(1)
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5324(1)) for
fiscal year 2026, such sums as may be nec-
essary, which shall be available for obliga-
tion through September 30, 2027: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no amounts made available under this
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account.

CONSTRUCTION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For construction, repair, improvement,
and maintenance of irrigation and power sys-
tems, buildings, utilities, and other facili-
ties, including architectural and engineering
services by contract; acquisition of lands,
and interests in lands; and preparation of
lands for farming, and for construction of
the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project pursu-
ant to Public Law 87-483; $135,780,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That such amounts as may be available for
the construction of the Navajo Indian Irriga-
tion Project may be transferred to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation: Provided further, That
any funds provided for the Safety of Dams
program pursuant to the Indian Dams Safety
Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 3804), shall be made
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available on a nonreimbursable basis: Pro-
vided further, That this appropriation may be
reimbursed from the Bureau of Trust Funds
Administration appropriation for the appro-
priate share of construction costs for space
expansion needed in agency offices to meet
trust reform implementation: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available under
this heading, $10,000,000 shall be derived from
the Indian Irrigation Fund established by
section 3211 of the WIIN Act (Public Law 114—
322): Provided further, That amounts provided
under this heading are made available for
the modernization of Federal field commu-
nication capabilities, in addition to amounts
otherwise made available for such purpose.
INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS
AND MISCELLANEOUS PAYMENTS TO INDIANS

For payments and necessary administra-
tive expenses for implementation of Indian
land and water claim settlements pursuant
to Public Laws 99-264, 101-618, and 117-349
and for implementation of other land and
water rights settlements, $976,000, to remain
available until expended.

INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of guaranteed loans and in-
sured loans, $13,329,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027, of which $2,125,000 is
for administrative expenses, as authorized by
the Indian Financing Act of 1974: Provided,
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974: Provided further, That these funds are
available to subsidize total loan principal,
any part of which is to be guaranteed or in-
sured, not to exceed $227,318,923.

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION
OPERATION OF INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAMS

For expenses necessary for the operation of
Indian education programs, as authorized by
law, including the Snyder Act of November 2,
1921 (25 U.S.C. 13), the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act of
1975 (256 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Education
Amendments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2001-2019), and
the Tribally Controlled Schools Act of 1988
(256 U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), $1,131,617,000 to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, ex-
cept as otherwise provided herein: Provided,
That federally recognized Indian tribes and
tribal organizations of federally recognized
Indian tribes may use their tribal priority
allocations for unmet welfare assistance
costs: Provided further, That not to exceed
$833,592,000 for school operations costs of Bu-
reau-funded schools and other education pro-
grams shall become available on June 1, 2026,
and shall remain available until September
30, 2027: Provided further, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, includ-
ing but not limited to the Indian Self-Deter-
mination Act of 1975 (256 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.)
and section 1128 of the Education Amend-
ments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2008), not to exceed
$95,822,000 within and only from such
amounts made available for school oper-
ations shall be available for administrative
cost grants associated with grants approved
prior to June 1, 2026: Provided further, That in
order to enhance the safety of Bureau field
employees, the Bureau may use funds to pur-
chase uniforms or other identifying articles
of clothing for personnel.

EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION

For construction, repair, improvement,
and maintenance of buildings, utilities, and
other facilities necessary for the operation
of Indian education programs, including ar-
chitectural and engineering services by con-
tract; acquisition of lands, and interests in
lands; $234,725,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That in order to ensure
timely completion of construction projects,
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the Secretary of the Interior may assume
control of a project and all funds related to
the project, if, not later than 18 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, any
Public Law 100297 (25 U.S.C. 2501, et seq.)
grantee receiving funds appropriated in this
Act or in any prior Act, has not completed
the planning and design phase of the project
and commenced construction.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bu-
reau of Indian Education may carry out the
operation of Indian programs by direct ex-
penditure, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, compacts, and grants, either directly
or in cooperation with States and other or-
ganizations.

Notwithstanding Public Law 87-279 (25
U.S.C. 15), the Bureau of Indian Affairs may
contract for services in support of the man-
agement, operation, and maintenance of the
Power Division of the San Carlos Irrigation
Project.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs or the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation for central office oversight and Exec-
utive Direction and Administrative Services
(except Executive Direction and Administra-
tive Services funding for Tribal Priority Al-
locations, regional offices, and facilities op-
erations and maintenance) shall be available
for contracts, grants, compacts, or coopera-
tive agreements with the Bureau of Indian
Affairs or the Bureau of Indian Education
under the provisions of the Indian Self-De-
termination Act or the Tribal Self-Govern-
ance Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-413).

In the event any tribe returns appropria-
tions made available by this Act to the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs or the Bureau of In-
dian Education, this action shall not dimin-
ish the Federal Government’s trust responsi-
bility to that tribe, or the government-to-
government relationship between the United
States and that tribe, or that tribe’s ability
to access future appropriations.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Education, other than the amounts pro-
vided herein for assistance to public schools
under 25 U.S.C. 5342 et seq., shall be available
to support the operation of any elementary
or secondary school in the State of Alaska.

No funds available to the Bureau of Indian
Education shall be used to support expanded
grades for any school or dormitory beyond
the grade structure in place or approved by
the Secretary of the Interior at each school
in the Bureau of Indian Education school
system as of October 1, 1995, except that the
Secretary of the Interior may waive this pro-
hibition to support expansion of up to one
additional grade when the Secretary deter-
mines such waiver is needed to support ac-
complishment of the mission of the Bureau
of Indian Education, or more than one grade
to expand the elementary grade structure for
Bureau-funded schools with a K-2 grade
structure on October 1, 1996. Appropriations
made available in this or any prior Act for
schools funded by the Bureau shall be avail-
able, in accordance with the Bureau’s fund-
ing formula, only to the schools in the Bu-
reau school system as of September 1, 1996,
and to any school or school program that
was reinstated in fiscal year 2012. Funds
made available under this Act may not be
used to establish a charter school at a Bu-
reau-funded school (as that term is defined
in section 1141 of the Education Amendments
of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2021)), except that a charter
school that is in existence on the date of the
enactment of this Act and that has operated
at a Bureau-funded school before September
1, 1999, may continue to operate during that
period, but only if the charter school pays to
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the Bureau a pro rata share of funds to reim-
burse the Bureau for the use of the real and
personal property (including buses and vans),
the funds of the charter school are kept sepa-
rate and apart from Bureau funds, and the
Bureau does not assume any obligation for
charter school programs of the State in
which the school is located if the charter
school loses such funding. Employees of Bu-
reau-funded schools sharing a campus with a
charter school and performing functions re-
lated to the charter school’s operation and
employees of a charter school shall not be
treated as Federal employees for purposes of
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, including section 113 of title I of appen-
dix C of Public Law 106-113, if in fiscal year
2003 or 2004 a grantee received indirect and
administrative costs pursuant to a distribu-
tion formula based on section 5(f) of Public
Law 101-301, the Secretary shall continue to
distribute indirect and administrative cost
funds to such grantee using the section 5(f)
distribution formula.

Funds available under this Act may not be
used to establish satellite locations of
schools in the Bureau school system as of
September 1, 1996, except that the Secretary
may waive this prohibition in order for an
Indian tribe to provide language and cultural
immersion educational programs for non-
public schools located within the jurisdic-
tional area of the tribal government which
exclusively serve tribal members, do not in-
clude grades beyond those currently served
at the existing Bureau-funded school, pro-
vide an educational environment with educa-
tor presence and academic facilities com-
parable to the Bureau-funded school, comply
with all applicable Tribal, Federal, or State
health and safety standards, and the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, and demonstrate
the benefits of establishing operations at a
satellite location in lieu of incurring ex-
traordinary costs, such as for transportation
or other impacts to students such as those
caused by busing students extended dis-
tances: Provided, That no funds available
under this Act may be used to fund oper-
ations, maintenance, rehabilitation, con-
struction, or other facilities-related costs for
such assets that are not owned by the Bu-
reau: Provided further, That the term ‘‘sat-
ellite school” means a school location phys-
ically separated from the existing Bureau
school by more than 50 miles but that forms
part of the existing school in all other re-
spects.

Funds made available for Tribal Priority
Allocations within Operation of Indian Pro-
grams and Operation of Indian Education
Programs may be used to execute requested
adjustments in tribal priority allocations
initiated by an Indian tribe.

BUREAU OF TRUST FUNDS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the operation of trust programs for In-
dians by direct expenditure, contracts, coop-
erative agreements, compacts, and grants,
$100,009,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $17,152,000
from this or any other Act, may be available
for settlement support: Provided, That funds
for trust management improvements and
litigation support may, as needed, be trans-
ferred to or merged with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, ‘‘Operation of Indian Pro-
grams’ and Bureau of Indian Education,
“‘Operation of Indian Education Programs’
accounts; the Office of the Solicitor, ‘‘Sala-
ries and Expenses’ account; and the Office of
the Secretary, ‘‘Departmental Operations”
account: Provided further, That funds made
available through contracts or grants obli-
gated during fiscal year 2026, as authorized
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by the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act of 1975 (256 U.S.C. 5301
et seq.), shall remain available until ex-
pended by the contractor or grantee: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary shall
not be required to provide a quarterly state-
ment of performance for any Indian trust ac-
count that has not had activity for at least
15 months and has a balance of $15 or less:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall
issue an annual account statement and
maintain a record of any such accounts and
shall permit the balance in each such ac-
count to be withdrawn upon the express writ-
ten request of the account holder: Provided
further, That not to exceed $100,000 is avail-
able for the Secretary to make payments to
correct administrative errors of either dis-
bursements from or deposits to Individual
Indian Money or Tribal accounts after Sep-
tember 30, 2002: Provided further, That erro-
neous payments that are recovered shall be
credited to and remain available in this ac-
count for this purpose: Provided further, That
the Secretary shall not be required to rec-
oncile Special Deposit Accounts with a bal-
ance of less than $500 unless the Bureau of
Trust Funds Administration receives proof
of ownership from a Special Deposit Ac-
counts claimant: Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 102 of the American In-
dian Trust Fund Management Reform Act of
1994 (Public Law 103-412) or any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary may aggregate the
trust accounts of individuals whose where-
abouts are unknown for a continuous period
of at least 5 years and shall not be required
to generate periodic statements of perform-
ance for the individual accounts: Provided
further, That with respect to the preceding
proviso, the Secretary shall continue to
maintain sufficient records to determine the
balance of the individual accounts, including
any accrued interest and income, and such
funds shall remain available to the indi-
vidual account holders.
DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for management of
the Department of the Interior and for
grants and cooperative agreements, as au-
thorized by law, $131,012,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027; of which not to
exceed $15,000 may be for official reception
and representation expenses; of which up to
$1,000,000 shall be available for workers com-
pensation payments and unemployment
compensation payments associated with the
orderly closure of the United States Bureau
of Mines; and of which $14,295,000 for Indian
land, mineral, and resource valuation activi-
ties shall remain available until expended:
Provided, That funds for Indian land, min-
eral, and resource valuation activities may,
as needed, be transferred to and merged with
the Bureau of Indian Affairs ‘‘Operation of
Indian Programs’ and Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation ‘‘Operation of Indian Education Pro-
grams’ accounts and the Bureau of Trust
Funds Administration ‘“‘Federal Trust Pro-
grams’’ account: Provided further, That funds
made available through contracts or grants
obligated during fiscal year 2026, as author-
ized by the Indian Self-Determination Act of
1975 (256 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall remain
available until expended by the contractor or
grantee.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

For fiscal year 2026, up to $550,000 of the
payments authorized by chapter 69 of title
31, United States Code, may be retained for
administrative expenses of the Payments in
Lieu of Taxes Program: Provided, That the
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amounts provided under this Act specifically
for the Payments in Lieu of Taxes program
are the only amounts available for payments
authorized under chapter 69 of title 31,
United States Code: Provided further, That in
the event the sums appropriated for any fis-
cal year for payments pursuant to this chap-
ter are insufficient to make the full pay-
ments authorized by that chapter to all
units of local government, then the payment
to each local government shall be made pro-
portionally: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may make adjustments to payment to
individual units of local government to cor-
rect for prior overpayments or underpay-
ments: Provided further, That no payment
shall be made pursuant to that chapter to
otherwise eligible units of local government
if the computed amount of the payment is
less than $100.

INSULAR AFFAIRS
ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES

For expenses necessary for assistance to
territories under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of the Interior and other jurisdic-
tions identified in section 104(e) of Public
Law 108-188, $117,217,000, of which: (1)
$105,395,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for territorial assistance, including
general technical assistance, maintenance
assistance, disaster assistance, coral reef ini-
tiative and natural resources activities, and
brown tree snake control and research;
grants to the judiciary in American Samoa
for compensation and expenses, as author-
ized by law (48 U.S.C. 1661(c)); grants to the
Government of American Samoa, in addition
to current local revenues, for construction
and support of governmental functions;
grants to the Government of the Virgin Is-
lands, as authorized by law; grants to the
Government of Guam, as authorized by law;
and grants to the Government of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, as authorized by law
(Public Law 94-241; 90 Stat. 272); and (2)
$11,822,000 shall be available until September
30, 2027, for salaries and expenses of the Of-
fice of Insular Affairs: Provided, That all fi-
nancial transactions of the territorial and
local governments herein provided for, in-
cluding such transactions of all agencies or
instrumentalities established or used by
such governments, may be audited by the
Government Accountability Office, at its
discretion, in accordance with chapter 35 of
title 31, United States Code: Provided further,
That Northern Mariana Islands Covenant
grant funding shall be provided according to
those terms of the Agreement of the Special
Representatives on Future United States Fi-
nancial Assistance for the Northern Mariana
Islands approved by Public Law 104-134: Pro-
vided further, That the funds for the program
of operations and maintenance improvement
are appropriated to institutionalize routine
operations and maintenance improvement of
capital infrastructure with territorial par-
ticipation and cost sharing to be determined
by the Secretary based on the grantee’s com-
mitment to timely maintenance of its cap-
ital assets: Provided further, That any appro-
priation for disaster assistance under this
heading in this Act or previous appropria-
tions Acts may be used as non-Federal
matching funds for the purpose of hazard
mitigation grants provided pursuant to sec-
tion 404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 5170c¢).

COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION

For grants and necessary expenses,
$813,000, to remain available until expended,
to support Federal services and programs
provided to the Republic of Palau, the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands, and the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

At the request of the Governor of Guam,
the Secretary may transfer discretionary
funds or mandatory funds provided under
section 104(e) of Public Law 108-188 and Pub-
lic Law 104-134, that are allocated for Guam,
to the Secretary of Agriculture for the sub-
sidy cost of direct or guaranteed loans, plus
not to exceed three percent of the amount of
the subsidy transferred for the cost of loan
administration, for the purposes authorized
by the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 and
section 306(a)(1) of the Comnsolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act for construction
and repair projects in Guam, and such funds
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That such loans or
loan guarantees may be made without regard
to the population of the area, credit else-
where requirements, and restrictions on the
types of eligible entities under the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 and section
306(a)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act: Provided further, That any
funds transferred to the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall be in addition to funds other-
wise made available to make or guarantee
loans under such authorities.

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Solicitor, $84,181,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $65,000,000.
DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for fire prepared-
ness, fire suppression operations, fire science
and research, emergency rehabilitation,
fuels management activities, and rural fire
assistance by the Department of the Inte-
rior, $1,147,171,000, of which $383,657,000 shall
remain available until expended, of which
not to exceed $10,000,000 shall be for the ren-
ovation or construction of fire facilities: Pro-
vided, That such funds are also available for
repayment of advances to other appropria-
tion accounts from which funds were pre-
viously transferred for such purposes: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds provided
$214,450,000 is for fuels management activi-
ties: Provided further, That of the funds pro-
vided, $10,000,000 is for burned area rehabili-
tation: Provided further, That persons hired
pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1469 may be furnished
subsistence and lodging without cost from
funds available from this appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding 42 U.S.C.
1856d, sums received by a bureau or office of
the Department of the Interior for fire pro-
tection rendered pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1856 et
seq., protection of United States property,
may be credited to the appropriation from
which funds were expended to provide that
protection, and are available without fiscal
year limitation: Provided further, That using
the amounts designated under this title of
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior may
enter into procurement contracts, grants, or
cooperative agreements, for fuels manage-
ment activities, and for training and moni-
toring associated with such fuels manage-
ment activities on Federal land, or on adja-
cent non-Federal land for activities that ben-
efit resources on Federal land: Provided fur-
ther, That the costs of implementing any co-
operative agreement between the Federal
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Government and any non-Federal entity may
be shared, as mutually agreed on by the af-
fected parties: Provided further, That not-
withstanding requirements of the Competi-
tion in Contracting Act, the Secretary, for
purposes of fuels management activities,
may obtain maximum practicable competi-
tion among: (1) local private, nonprofit, or
cooperative entities; (2) Youth Conservation
Corps crews, Public Lands Corps (Public Law
109-154), or related partnerships with State,
local, or nonprofit youth groups; (3) small or
micro-businesses; or (4) other entities that
will hire or train locally a significant per-
centage, defined as 50 percent or more, of the
project workforce to complete such con-
tracts: Provided further, That in imple-
menting this section, the Secretary shall de-
velop written guidance to field units to en-
sure accountability and consistent applica-
tion of the authorities provided herein: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under
this heading may be used to reimburse the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Marine Fisheries Service for
the costs of carrying out their responsibil-
ities under the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to consult and
conference, as required by section 7 of such
Act, in connection with wildland fire man-
agement activities: Provided further, That
the Secretary of the Interior may use
wildland fire appropriations to enter into
leases of real property with local govern-
ments, at or below fair market value, to con-
struct capitalized improvements for fire fa-
cilities on such leased properties, including
but not limited to fire guard stations, re-
tardant stations, and other initial attack
and fire support facilities, and to make ad-
vance payments for any such lease or for
construction activity associated with the
lease: Provided further, That the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture
may authorize the transfer of funds appro-
priated for wildland fire management, in an
aggregate amount not to exceed $50,000,000
between the Departments when such trans-
fers would facilitate and expedite wildland
fire management programs and projects: Pro-
vided further, That funds provided for wildfire
suppression shall be available for support of
Federal emergency response actions: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under
this heading shall be available for assistance
to or through the Department of State in
connection with forest and rangeland re-
search, technical information, and assist-
ance in foreign countries, and, with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State, shall be
available to support forestry, wildland fire
management, and related natural resource
activities outside the United States and its
territories and possessions, including tech-
nical assistance, education and training, and
cooperation with United States and inter-
national organizations: Provided further,
That of the funds provided under this head-
ing, $383,657,000 shall be available for wildfire
suppression operations, and is provided to
meet the terms of section 4004(b)(5)(B) of S.
Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent
resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2022,
and to legislation establishing fiscal year
2026 budget enforcement in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE

FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

In addition to the amounts provided under
the heading ‘‘Department of the Interior—
Department-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire
Management’ for wildfire suppression oper-
ations, $370,000,000, to remain available until
transferred, is additional new budget author-
ity as specified for purposes of section
4004(b)(5) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress),
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the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2026 budget enforcement
in the House of Representatives: Provided,
That such amounts may be transferred to
and merged with amounts made available
under the headings ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ and ‘‘Department of the Interior—
Department-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire
Management’’ for wildfire suppression oper-
ations in the fiscal year in which such
amounts are transferred: Provided further,
That amounts may be transferred to the
“Wildland Fire Management’” accounts in
the Department of Agriculture or the De-
partment of the Interior only upon the noti-
fication of the House and Senate Committees
on Appropriations that all wildfire suppres-
sion operations funds appropriated under
that heading in this and prior appropriations
Acts to the agency to which the funds will be
transferred will be obligated within 30 days:
Provided further, That the transfer authority
provided under this heading is in addition to
any other transfer authority provided by
law: Provided further, That, in determining
whether all wildfire suppression operations
funds appropriated under the heading
“Wildland Fire Management” in this and
prior appropriations Acts to either the De-
partment of Agriculture or the Department
of the Interior will be obligated within 30
days pursuant to the preceding proviso, any
funds transferred or permitted to be trans-
ferred pursuant to any other transfer author-
ity provided by law shall be excluded.
CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND

For necessary expenses of the Department
of the Interior and any of its component of-
fices and bureaus for the response action, in-
cluding associated activities, performed pur-
suant to the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), $9,031,000, to remain
available until expended.

ENERGY COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Department
of the Interior to inventory, assess, decom-
mission, reclaim, respond to hazardous sub-
stance releases, remediate lands pursuant to
section 40704 of Public Law 117-58 (30 U.S.C.
1245), and carry out the purposes of section
349 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
15907), as amended, $4,700,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That such
amount shall be in addition to amounts oth-
erwise available for such purposes: Provided
further, That amounts appropriated under
this heading are available for program man-
agement and oversight of these activities:
Provided further, That the Secretary may
transfer the funds provided under this head-
ing in this Act to any other account in the
Department to carry out such purposes, and
may expend such funds directly, or through
grants: Provided further, That these amounts
are not available to fulfill Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) obliga-
tions agreed to in settlement or imposed by
a court, whether for payment of funds or for
work to be performed.

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT AND
RESTORATION
NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND

To conduct natural resource damage as-
sessment, restoration activities, and onshore
oil spill preparedness by the Department of
the Interior necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.),
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et
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seq.), and 54 U.S.C. 100721 et seq., $6,500,000,
to remain available until expended.

WORKING CAPITAL FUND

For the operation and maintenance of a de-
partmental financial and business manage-
ment system, data management, information
technology improvements of general benefit
to the Department, cybersecurity, and the
consolidation of facilities and operations
throughout the Department, $90,775,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That none of the funds appropriated in this
Act or any other Act may be used to estab-
lish reserves in the Working Capital Fund
account other than for accrued annual leave
and depreciation of equipment without prior
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and
the Senate: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of the Interior may assess reasonable
charges to State, local, and tribal govern-
ment employees for training services pro-
vided by the National Indian Program Train-
ing Center, other than training related to
Public Law 93-638: Provided further, That the
Secretary may lease or otherwise provide
space and related facilities, equipment, or
professional services of the National Indian
Program Training Center to State, local and
tribal government employees or persons or
organizations engaged in cultural, edu-
cational, or recreational activities (as de-
fined in section 3306(a) of title 40, United
States Code) at the prevailing rate for simi-
lar space, facilities, equipment, or services
in the vicinity of the National Indian Pro-
gram Training Center: Provided further, That
all funds received pursuant to the two pre-
ceding provisos shall be credited to this ac-
count, shall be available until expended, and
shall be used by the Secretary for necessary
expenses of the National Indian Program
Training Center: Provided further, That the
Secretary may enter into grants and cooper-
ative agreements to support the Office of
Natural Resource Revenue’s collection and
disbursement of royalties, fees, and other
mineral revenue proceeds, as authorized by
law.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

There is hereby authorized for acquisition
from available resources within the Working
Capital Fund, aircraft which may be ob-
tained by donation, purchase, or through
available excess surplus property: Provided,
That existing aircraft being replaced may be
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft.

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE

For necessary expenses for management of
the collection and disbursement of royalties,
fees, and other mineral revenue proceeds,
and for grants and cooperative agreements,
as authorized by law, $159,850,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027; of which
$55,916,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the purpose of mineral revenue
management activities: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
$50,000 shall be available for refunds of over-
payments in connection with certain Indian
leases in which the Secretary of the Interior
concurred with the claimed refund due, to
pay amounts owed to Indian allottees or
tribes, or to correct prior unrecoverable er-
roneous payments.

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE

INTERIOR

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—INTRA-
BUREAU
SEC. 101. Appropriations made in this title
shall be available for expenditure or transfer
(within each bureau or office), with the ap-
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proval of the Secretary of the Interior, for
the emergency reconstruction, replacement,
or repair of aircraft, buildings, utilities, or
other facilities or equipment damaged or de-
stroyed by fire, flood, storm, or other un-
avoidable causes: Provided, That no funds
shall be made available under this authority
until funds specifically made available to the
Department of the Interior for emergencies
shall have been exhausted: Provided further,
That all funds used pursuant to this section
must be replenished by a supplemental ap-
propriation, which must be requested as
promptly as possible.
EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—
DEPARTMENT-WIDE

SEC. 102. The Secretary of the Interior may
authorize the expenditure or transfer of any
no year appropriation in this title, in addi-
tion to the amounts included in the budget
programs of the several agencies, for the sup-
pression or emergency prevention of
wildland fires on or threatening lands under
the jurisdiction of the Department of the In-
terior; for the emergency rehabilitation of
burned-over lands under its jurisdiction; for
emergency actions related to potential or ac-
tual earthquakes, floods, volcanoes, storms,
or other unavoidable causes; for contingency
planning subsequent to actual oil spills; for
response and natural resource damage as-
sessment activities related to actual oil
spills or releases of hazardous substances
into the environment; for the prevention,
suppression, and control of actual or poten-
tial grasshopper and Mormon cricket out-
breaks on lands under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary, pursuant to the authority in sec-
tion 417(b) of Public Law 106224 (7 U.S.C.
T717(b)); for emergency reclamation projects
under section 410 of Public Law 95-87; and
shall transfer, from any no year funds avail-
able to the Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement, such funds as
may be necessary to permit assumption of
regulatory authority in the event a primacy
State is not carrying out the regulatory pro-
visions of the Surface Mining Act: Provided,
That appropriations made in this title for
wildland fire operations shall be available
for the payment of obligations incurred dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year, and for reim-
bursement to other Federal agencies for de-
struction of vehicles, aircraft, or other
equipment in connection with their use for
wildland fire operations, with such reim-
bursement to be credited to appropriations
currently available at the time of receipt
thereof: Provided further, That for wildland
fire operations, no funds shall be made avail-
able under this authority until the Secretary
determines that funds appropriated for
“wildland fire suppression’ shall be ex-
hausted within 30 days: Provided further,
That all funds used pursuant to this section
must be replenished by a supplemental ap-
propriation, which must be requested as
promptly as possible: Provided further, That
such replenishment funds shall be used to re-
imburse, on a pro rata basis, accounts from
which emergency funds were transferred.

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS

SEC. 103. Appropriations made to the De-
partment of the Interior in this title shall be
available for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, when
authorized by the Secretary of the Interior,
in total amount not to exceed $500,000; pur-
chase and replacement of motor vehicles, in-
cluding specially equipped law enforcement
vehicles; hire, maintenance, and operation of
aircraft; hire of passenger motor vehicles;
purchase of reprints; payment for telephone
service in private residences in the field,
when authorized under regulations approved
by the Secretary; and the payment of dues,
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when authorized by the Secretary, for li-
brary membership in societies or associa-
tions which issue publications to members
only or at a price to members lower than to
subscribers who are not members.

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS, INDIAN TRUST
MANAGEMENT

SEC. 104. Appropriations made in this Act
under the headings Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Bureau of Indian Education, and Bureau
of Trust Funds Administration and any un-
obligated balances from prior appropriations
Acts made under the same headings shall be
available for expenditure or transfer for In-
dian trust management and reform activi-
ties. Total funding for settlement support
activities shall not exceed amounts specifi-
cally designated in this Act for such purpose.
The Secretary shall notify the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations with-
in 60 days of the expenditure or transfer of
any funds under this section, including the
amount expended or transferred and how the
funds will be used.

REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS, BUREAU OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to redistribute any Tribal Pri-
ority Allocation funds, including tribal base
funds, to alleviate tribal funding inequities
by transferring funds to address identified,
unmet needs, dual enrollment, overlapping
service areas or inaccurate distribution
methodologies. No tribe shall receive a re-
duction in Tribal Priority Allocation funds
of more than 10 percent in fiscal year 2026.
Under circumstances of dual enrollment,
overlapping service areas or inaccurate dis-
tribution methodologies, the 10 percent limi-
tation does not apply.

ELLIS, GOVERNORS, AND LIBERTY ISLANDS

SEC. 106. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to acquire lands, waters, or inter-
ests therein, including the use of all or part
of any pier, dock, or landing within the
State of New York and the State of New Jer-
sey, for the purpose of operating and main-
taining facilities in the support of transpor-
tation and accommodation of visitors to
Ellis, Governors, and Liberty Islands, and of
other program and administrative activities,
by donation or with appropriated funds, in-
cluding franchise fees (and other monetary
consideration), or by exchange; and the Sec-
retary is authorized to negotiate and enter
into leases, subleases, concession contracts,
or other agreements for the use of such fa-
cilities on such terms and conditions as the
Secretary may determine reasonable: Pro-
vided, That for purposes of 54 U.S.C. 200306(a),
such lands, waters, or interests acquired
under this heading shall be considered to be
within the exterior boundary of a System
unit authorized or established.

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF INSPECTION FEES

SEC. 107. (a) In fiscal year 2026, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall collect a non-
refundable inspection fee, which shall be de-
posited in the ‘‘Offshore Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement’ account, from the des-
ignated operator for facilities subject to in-
spection under 43 U.S.C. 1348(c).

(b) Annual fees shall be collected for facili-
ties that are above the waterline, excluding
drilling rigs, and are in place at the start of
the fiscal year. Fees for fiscal year 2026 shall
be—

(1) $10,500 for facilities with no wells, but
with processing equipment or gathering
lines;

(2) $17,000 for facilities with 1 to 10 wells,
with any combination of active or inactive
wells; and
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(3) $31,500 for facilities with more than 10
wells, with any combination of active or in-
active wells.

(c) Fees for drilling rigs shall be assessed
for all inspections completed in fiscal year
2026. Fees for fiscal year 2026 shall be—

(1) $30,500 per inspection for rigs operating
in water depths of 500 feet or more; and

(2) $16,700 per inspection for rigs operating
in water depths of less than 500 feet.

(d) Fees for inspection of well operations
conducted via non-rig units as outlined in
title 30 CFR 250 subparts D, E, F, and Q shall
be assessed for all inspections completed in
fiscal year 2026. Fees for fiscal year 2026 shall
be—

(1) $13,260 per inspection for non-rig units
operating in water depths of 2,500 feet or
more;

(2) $11,530 per inspection for non-rig units
operating in water depths between 500 and
2,499 feet; and

(3) $4,470 per inspection for non-rig units
operating in water depths of less than 500
feet.

(e) The Secretary shall bill designated op-
erators under subsection (b) quarterly, with
payment required within 30 days of billing.
The Secretary shall bill designated operators
under subsection (¢) within 30 days of the
end of the month in which the inspection oc-
curred, with payment required within 30
days of billing. The Secretary shall bill des-
ignated operators under subsection (d) with
payment required by the end of the following
quarter.

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS FOR WILD HORSE
AND BURRO HOLDING FACILITIES

SEC. 108. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior
may enter into multiyear cooperative agree-
ments with nonprofit organizations and
other appropriate entities, and may enter
into multiyear contracts in accordance with
the provisions of section 3903 of title 41,
United States Code (except that the 5-year
term restriction in subsection (a) shall not
apply), for the long-term care and mainte-
nance of excess wild free roaming horses and
burros by such organizations or entities on
private land. Such cooperative agreements
and contracts may not exceed 10 years, sub-
ject to renewal at the discretion of the Sec-
retary.

MASS MARKING OF SALMONIDS

SEC. 109. The United States Fish and Wild-
life Service shall, in carrying out its respon-
sibilities to protect threatened and endan-
gered species of salmon, implement a system
of mass marking of salmonid stocks, in-
tended for harvest, that are released from
federally operated or federally financed
hatcheries including but not limited to fish
releases of coho, chinook, and steelhead spe-
cies. Marked fish must have a visible mark
that can be readily identified by commercial
and recreational fishers.

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS WITH INDIAN

AFFAIRS

SEC. 110. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2026, in car-
rying out work involving cooperation with
State, local, and tribal governments or any
political subdivision thereof, Indian Affairs
may record obligations against accounts re-
ceivable from any such entities, except that
total obligations at the end of the fiscal year
shall not exceed total budgetary resources
available at the end of the fiscal year.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EXPERIENCED

SERVICES PROGRAM

SEC. 111. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law relating to Federal grants
and cooperative agreements, the Secretary
of the Interior is authorized to make grants
to, or enter into cooperative agreements
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with, private nonprofit organizations des-
ignated by the Secretary of Labor under title
V of the Older Americans Act of 1965 to uti-
lize the talents of older Americans in pro-
grams authorized by other provisions of law
administered by the Secretary and con-
sistent with such provisions of law.

(b) Prior to awarding any grant or agree-
ment under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall ensure that the agreement would not—

(1) result in the displacement of individ-
uals currently employed by the Department,
including partial displacement through re-
duction of non-overtime hours, wages, or em-
ployment benefits;

(2) result in the use of an individual under
the Department of the Interior Experienced
Services Program for a job or function in a
case in which a Federal employee is in a lay-
off status from the same or substantially
equivalent job within the Department; or

(3) affect existing contracts for services.

OBLIGATION OF FUNDS

SEC. 112. Amounts appropriated by this Act
to the Department of the Interior shall be
available for obligation and expenditure not
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

SEPARATION OF ACCOUNTS

SEC. 113. The Secretary of the Interior, in
order to implement an orderly transition to
separate accounts of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the Bureau of Indian Education,
may transfer funds among and between the
successor offices and bureaus affected by the
reorganization only in conformance with the
reprogramming guidelines described in this
Act.

PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILT)

SEC. 114. Section 6906 of title 31, United
States Code, shall be applied by substituting
“fiscal year 2026"° for ‘‘fiscal year 2019”°.

DISCLOSURE OF DEPARTURE OR ALTERNATE

PROCEDURE APPROVAL

SEC. 115. (a) Subject to subsection (b), in
any case in which the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement or the Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management prescribes or
approves any departure or use of alternate
procedure or equipment, in regards to a plan
or permit, under 30 CFR 585.103; 30 CFR
550.141; 30 CFR 550.142; 30 CFR 250.141; or 30
CFR 250.142, the head of such bureau shall
post a description of such departure or alter-
nate procedure or equipment use approval on
such bureau’s publicly available website not
more than 15 business days after such
issuance.

(b) The head of each bureau may exclude
confidential business information.

LONG BRIDGE PROJECT

SEC. 116. (a) AUTHORIZATION OF CONVEY-
ANCE.—Hereafter, until the expiration of au-
thority pursuant to subsection (e), on re-
quest by the State of Virginia or the District
of Columbia for the purpose of the construc-
tion of rail and other infrastructure relating
to the Long Bridge Project, the Secretary of
the Interior may convey to the State or the
District of Columbia, as applicable, all right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to any portion of the approximately 4.4
acres of National Park Service land depicted
as ‘“Permanent Impact to NPS Land’ on the
Map dated May 15, 2020, that is identified by
the State or the District of Columbia.

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Such convey-
ance of the National Park Service land under
subsection (a) shall be subject to any terms
and conditions that the Secretary may re-
quire. If such conveyed land is no longer
being used for the purposes specified in this
section, the lands or interests therein shall
revert to the National Park Service after
they have been restored or remediated to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.
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(c) CORRECTIONS.—The Secretary and the
State or the District of Columbia, as applica-
ble, by mutual agreement, may—

(1) make minor boundary adjustments to
the National Park Service land to be con-
veyed to the State or the District of Colum-
bia under subsection (a); and

(2) correct any minor errors in the Map re-
ferred to in subsection (a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion:

(1) LONG BRIDGE PROJECT.—The term ‘‘Long
Bridge Project’” means the rail project, as
identified by the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration, from Rosslyn (RO) Interlocking in
Arlington, Virginia, to L’Enfant (LE) Inter-
locking in Washington, DC, which includes a
bicycle and pedestrian bridge.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the National Park
Service.

(3) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
State of Virginia.

(e) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority provided by this section shall expire
once the conveyance described in subsection
(a) has been completed.

INTERAGENCY MOTOR POOL

SEC. 117. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law or Federal regulation, federally
recognized Indian tribes or authorized tribal
organizations that receive Tribally-Con-
trolled School Grants pursuant to Public
Law 100-297 may obtain interagency motor
vehicles and related services for performance
of any activities carried out under such
grants to the same extent as if they were
contracting under the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act.

APPRAISER PAY AUTHORITY

SEC. 118. For fiscal year 2026, funds made
available in this or any other Act or other-
wise made available to the Department of
the Interior for the Appraisal and Valuation
Services Office may be used by the Secretary
of the Interior to establish higher minimum
rates of basic pay for employees of the De-
partment of the Interior in the Appraiser
(GS-1171) job series at grades 11 through 15
carrying out appraisals of real property and
appraisal reviews conducted in support of the
Department’s realty programs at rates no
greater than 15 percent above the minimum
rates of basic pay normally scheduled, and
such higher rates shall be consistent with
subsections (e) through (h) of section 5305 of
title 5, United States Code.

SAGE-GROUSE

SEC. 119. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used by the
Secretary of the Interior to write or issue
pursuant to section 4 of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1533)—

(1) a proposed rule for greater sage-grouse
(Centrocercus urophasianus);

(2) a proposed rule for the Columbia basin
distinct population segment of greater sage-
grouse.

STATE CONSERVATION GRANTS

SEC. 120. For expenses necessary to carry
out section 200305 of title 54, United States
Code, the National Park Service may retain
up to 7 percent of the State Conservation
Grants program to provide to States, the
District of Columbia, and insular areas, as
matching grants to support state program
administrative costs.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND DEPOSITS

SEC. 121. Section 303102 of title 54, United
States Code, shall be applied by substituting
“fiscal year 2026 for ‘‘fiscal year 2023’.

INTERIOR AUTHORITY FOR OPERATING
EFFICIENCIES

SEC. 122. (a) In fiscal years 2026 and 2027,

the Secretary of the Interior may authorize
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and execute agreements to achieve operating
efficiencies among and between two or more
component bureaus and offices through the
following activities:

(1) co-locating in offices and facilities
leased or owned by any such component and
sharing related utilities and equipment;

(2) detailing or assigning staff on a non-re-
imbursable basis for up to 5 business days;
and

(3) sharing staff and equipment necessary
to meet mission requirements.

(b) The authority provided by subsection
(a) is to support areas of mission alignment
between and among component bureaus and
offices or where geographic proximity allows
for efficiencies.

(c) Bureaus and offices entering into agree-
ments authorized under subsections (a)(1)
and (a)(3) shall bear costs for such agree-
ments in a manner that reflects their ap-
proximate benefit and share of total costs,
which may or may not include indirect costs.

(d) In furtherance of the requirement in
subsection (c), the Secretary of the Interior
may make transfers of funds in advance or
on a reimbursable basis.

EMERGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT CEILING

SEC. 123. Section 103101 of title 54, United
States Code, is amended in subsection (c)(1)
by striking  ‘‘$250,000° and inserting
¢‘$500,000"".

CONTRIBUTION AUTHORITY EXTENSION

SEC. 124. Section 113 of division G of Public
Law 113-76, as amended by Public Law 116-6,
is further amended by striking ‘2024’ and in-
serting ‘‘2030"’.

LIMITATION

SEC. 125. If requested by the claimant of
any mining claim located within the area
covered by Public Land Order 7921, the Bu-
reau of Land Management shall prioritize
completion of a validity determination for
such claim. The Bureau of Land Management
shall strive to complete any such validity de-
termination not later than 3 years of receipt
of the request.

RENEWAL

SEC. 126. The first section of Public Law 99—
338 (100 Stat. 641) is amended—
(1) by striking ‘3 renewals’ and inserting
‘7 renewals’’; and
(2) by striking ‘‘of Southern California Edi-
son Company’’.
FIELD UNIT LOCAL HIRING

SEC. 127. The Secretary of the Interior may
recruit and directly appoint qualified indi-
viduals into the competitive service who are
certified as maintaining a permanent and ex-
clusive residence in the vicinity of a field
unit, into any position at or below grades
GS-9 or WG-15 or equivalent within such
field unit: Provided, That any action author-
ized herein shall be consistent with the
merit principles of section 2301 of such title
5, and with the public notice requirements of
section 3327 of such title 5: Provided further,
That appointments under this authority
shall be considered compliant with all appli-
cable provisions of chapter 33 of title 5.

GRANT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

SEC. 128. Section 1521 of the American In-
dian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian
Culture and Art Development Act (20 U.S.C.
4441) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘private,’’;
and

(2) in subsection (¢)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘be Native Hawaiians or’’
and inserting ‘‘include Native Hawaiians
and’’; and

(ii) by striking the comma at the end and
inserting ‘‘; and’’;
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(B) by striking subparagraphs (B) through
(D);

(C) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘of of-
fice’’; and

(D) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as
subparagraph (B).

TITLE II
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

For science and technology, including re-
search and development activities, which
shall include research and development ac-
tivities under the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980; necessary expenses for per-
sonnel and related costs and travel expenses;
procurement of laboratory equipment and
supplies; hire, maintenance, and operation of
aircraft; and other operating expenses in
support of research and development,
$744,195,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the funds
included under this heading, $27,253,000 shall
be for Research: National Priorities as speci-
fied in the explanatory statement described
in section 4 (in the matter preceding division
A of this consolidated Act), of which
$6,278,000 shall be for projects specified for
Science and Technology in the table titled
“Interior and Environment Incorporation of
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’ included
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act).

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT

For environmental programs and manage-
ment, including necessary expenses not oth-
erwise provided for, for personnel and related
costs and travel expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; hire, maintenance, and oper-
ation of aircraft; purchase of reprints; li-
brary memberships in societies or associa-
tions which issue publications to members
only or at a price to members lower than to
subscribers who are not members; adminis-
trative costs of the brownfields program
under the Small Business Liability Relief
and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2002;
implementation of a coal combustion resid-
ual permit program under section 2301 of the
Water and Waste Act of 2016; and not to ex-
ceed $40,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $3,114,671,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided, That of amounts made available for
Environmental Programs and Management,
not less than $33,024,000 is to carry out the
Energy Star Program pursuant to section
324(c) of the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act (42 U.S.C. 6294a(c)): Provided further,
That of the funds included under this head-
ing, $30,000,000 shall be for grants, including
for projects and implementation and train-
ing: Provided further, That for the funds pro-
vided in the preceding proviso not less than
10 percent shall be for any county that has
had 20 percent or more of its population liv-
ing in poverty over the past 30 years, as
measured by the 1993 Small Area Income and
Poverty Estimates, the 2000 decennial cen-
sus, and the most recent Small Area Income
and Poverty Estimates, or any territory or
possession of the United States: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds included under this
heading—

(1) $30,700,000 shall be for Environmental
Protection: National Priorities as specified
in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A
of this consolidated Act);

(2) $690,202,000 shall be for Geographic Pro-
grams as specified in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act); and
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(3) $20,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for grants, including grants
that may be awarded on a non-competitive
basis, interagency agreements, and associ-
ated program support costs to establish and
implement a program to assist Alaska Na-
tive Regional Corporations, Alaskan Native
Village Corporations, federally-recognized
tribes in Alaska, Alaska Native Non-Profit
Organizations and Alaska Native Nonprofit
Associations, and intertribal consortia com-
prised of Alaskan tribal entities to address
contamination on lands conveyed under or
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) that were
or are contaminated at the time of convey-
ance and are on an inventory of such lands
developed and maintained by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency: Provided, That
grants awarded using funds made available
in this paragraph may be used by a recipient
to supplement other funds provided by the
Environmental Protection Agency through
individual media or multi-media grants or
cooperative agreements: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available in this
paragraph, in addition to amounts otherwise
available for such purposes, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency may reserve up to
$2,000,000 for salaries, expenses, and adminis-
tration of the program and for grants related
to such program that address contamination
on lands conveyed under or pursuant to the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) that were or are contami-
nated at the time of conveyance and are on
the EPA inventory of such lands.

In addition, $9,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for necessary expenses of ac-
tivities described in section 26(b)(1) of the
Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C.
2625(b)(1)): Provided, That fees collected pur-
suant to that section of that Act and depos-
ited in the “T'SCA Service Fee Fund” as dis-
cretionary offsetting receipts in fiscal year
2026 shall be retained and used for necessary
salaries and expenses in this appropriation
and shall remain available until expended:
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated in this paragraph from the general
fund for fiscal year 2026 shall be reduced by
the amount of discretionary offsetting re-
ceipts received during fiscal year 2026, so as
to result in a final fiscal year 2026 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at not
more than $0: Provided further, That to the
extent that amounts realized from such re-
ceipts exceed $9,000,000, those amounts in ex-
cess of $9,000,000 shall be deposited in the
“TSCA Service Fee Fund” as discretionary
offsetting receipts in fiscal year 2026, shall be
retained and used for necessary salaries and
expenses in this account, and shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That of the funds included in the first para-
graph under this heading, the Chemical Risk
Review and Reduction program project shall
be allocated for this fiscal year, excluding
the amount of any fees appropriated, not less
than the amount of appropriations for that
program project for fiscal year 2014.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978,
$43,250,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That the Office of
Inspector General shall be subject to the
terms, conditions, and requirements speci-
fied under this heading in Senate Report 118-
83.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For construction, repair, improvement, ex-
tension, alteration, and purchase of fixed
equipment or facilities of, or for use by, the
Environmental Protection Agency,
$40,676,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
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HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980
(CERCLA), including sections 111(c)(3), (c)(5),
(c)(6), and (e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 9611), and hire,
maintenance, and operation of aircraft,
$282,749,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, consisting of such sums as are avail-
able in the Trust Fund on September 30, 2025,
and not otherwise appropriated from the
Trust Fund, as authorized by section 517(a)
of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986 (SARA) and up to
$282,749,000 as a payment from general reve-
nues to the Hazardous Substance Superfund
for purposes as authorized by section 517(b)
of SARA: Provided, That funds appropriated
under this heading may be allocated to other
Federal agencies in accordance with section
111(a) of CERCLA: Provided further, That of
the funds appropriated under this heading,
$11,328,000 shall be paid to the ‘““‘Office of In-
spector General” appropriation to remain
available until September 30, 2027, and
$17,607,000 shall be paid to the ‘‘Science and
Technology’’ appropriation to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027: Provided fur-
ther, That section 122(b)(3) of CERCLA (42
U.S.C. 9622(b)(3)) shall be applied in this fis-
cal year by inserting before the period: ¢, in-
cluding for the hire, maintenance, and oper-
ation of aircraft’: Provided further, That the
matter preceding the first proviso in section
443(b) of title IV of division G of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public Law
117-328) shall be applied in this fiscal year by
inserting before the semicolon ‘‘, including
for the hire, maintenance, and operation of
aircraft’’: Provided further, That amounts
repurposed pursuant to the preceding proviso
shall continue to be treated as amounts spec-
ified in section 103(b) of division A of Public
Law 118-5.

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST
FUND PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out leak-
ing underground storage tank cleanup activi-
ties authorized by subtitle I of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, $88,903,000, to remain
available until expended, of which $64,583,000
shall be for carrying out leaking under-
ground storage tank cleanup activities au-
thorized by section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste
Disposal Act; and $24,320,000 shall be for car-
rying out the other provisions of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act specified in section
9508(c) of the Internal Revenue Code: Pro-
vided, That the Administrator is authorized
to use appropriations made available under
this heading to implement section 9013 of the
Solid Waste Disposal Act to provide finan-
cial assistance to federally recognized Indian
tribes for the development and implementa-
tion of programs to manage underground
storage tanks.

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS

For expenses necessary to carry out the
Environmental Protection Agency’s respon-
sibilities under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990,
including hire, maintenance, and operation
of aircraft, $20,561,000, to be derived from the
Oil Spill Liability trust fund, to remain
available until expended.

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For environmental programs and infra-
structure assistance, including capitaliza-
tion grants for State revolving funds and
performance partnership grants,
$4,409,609,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which—

(1) $1,638,861,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Clean Water State
Revolving Funds under title VI of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act; and of
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which $1,126,101,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Drinking Water
State Revolving Funds under section 1452 of
the Safe Drinking Water Act: Provided, That
$892,762,272 of the funds made available for
capitalization grants for the Clean Water
State Revolving Funds and $715,364,627 of the
funds made available for capitalization
grants for the Drinking Water State Revolv-
ing Funds shall be for the construction of
drinking water, wastewater, and storm water
infrastructure and for water quality protec-
tion in accordance with the terms and condi-
tions specified for such grants in the explan-
atory statement described in section 4 (in
the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act) for projects specified for
“STAG—Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund” and ‘“‘STAG—Clean Water State Re-
volving Fund” in the table titled ‘‘Interior
and Environment Incorporation of Commu-
nity Project Funding Items/Congressionally
Directed Spending Items’ included for this
division in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act), and, for
purposes of these grants, each grantee shall
contribute not less than 20 percent of the
cost of the project unless the grantee is ap-
proved for a waiver by the Agency: Provided
further, That $13,300,000 of the funds appro-
priated under this heading for capitalization
grants for the Clean Water State Revolving
Funds and for capitalization grants for the
Drinking Water State Revolving Funds, in
addition to amounts otherwise available for
such purposes, may be used by the Adminis-
trator for salaries, expenses, and administra-
tion for Community Project Funding Items/
Congressionally Directed Spending Items:
Provided further, That for fiscal year 2026, to
the extent there are sufficient eligible
project applications and projects are con-
sistent with State Intended Use Plans, not
less than 10 percent of the funds made avail-
able under this title to each State for Clean
Water State Revolving Fund capitalization
grants shall be used by the State for projects
to address green infrastructure, water or en-
ergy efficiency improvements, or other envi-
ronmentally innovative activities: Provided
further, That for fiscal year 2026, funds made
available under this title to each State for
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund cap-
italization grants may, at the discretion of
each State, be used for projects to address
green infrastructure, water or energy effi-
ciency improvements, or other environ-
mentally innovative activities: Provided fur-
ther, That the Administrator is authorized to
use up to $1,500,000 of funds made available
for the Clean Water State Revolving Funds
under this heading under title VI of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C.
1381) to conduct the Clean Watersheds Needs
Survey: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 603(d)(7) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, the limitation
on the amounts in a State water pollution
control revolving fund that may be used by
a State to administer the fund shall not
apply to amounts included as principal in
loans made by such fund in fiscal year 2026
and prior years where such amounts rep-
resent costs of administering the fund to the
extent that such amounts are or were
deemed reasonable by the Administrator, ac-
counted for separately from other assets in
the fund, and used for eligible purposes of
the fund, including administration: Provided
further, That for fiscal year 2026, notwith-
standing the provisions of subsections (g)(1),
(h), and (1) of section 201 of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, grants made
under title II of such Act for American
Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas, the United States Virgin
Islands, and the District of Columbia may
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also be made for the purpose of providing as-
sistance: (1) solely for facility plans, design
activities, or plans, specifications, and esti-
mates for any proposed project for the con-
struction of treatment works; and (2) for the
construction, repair, or replacement of pri-
vately owned treatment works serving one
or more principal residences or small com-
mercial establishments: Provided further,
That for fiscal year 2026, notwithstanding
the provisions of such subsections (g)(1), (h),
and (1) of section 201 and section 518(c) of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, funds
reserved by the Administrator for grants
under section 518(c) of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act may also be used to
provide assistance: (1) solely for facility
plans, design activities, or plans, specifica-
tions, and estimates for any proposed project
for the construction of treatment works; and
(2) for the construction, repair, or replace-
ment of privately owned treatment works
serving one or more principal residences or
small commercial establishments: Provided
further, That for fiscal year 2026, notwith-
standing any provision of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act and regulations issued
pursuant thereof, up to a total of $2,000,000 of
the funds reserved by the Administrator for
grants under section 518(c) of such Act may
also be used for grants for training, technical
assistance, and educational programs relat-
ing to the operation and management of the
treatment works specified in section 518(c) of
such Act: Provided further, That for fiscal
year 2026, funds reserved under section 518(c)
of such Act shall be available for grants only
to Indian tribes, as defined in section 518(h)
of such Act and former Indian reservations
in Oklahoma (as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior) and Native Villages as
defined in Public Law 92-203: Provided fur-
ther, That for fiscal year 2026, notwith-
standing the limitation on amounts in sec-
tion 518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act, up to a total of 2 percent of the
funds appropriated, or $30,000,000, whichever
is greater, and notwithstanding the limita-
tion on amounts in section 1452(i) of the Safe
Drinking Water Act, up to a total of 2 per-
cent of the funds appropriated, or $20,000,000,
whichever is greater, for State Revolving
Funds under such Acts may be reserved by
the Administrator for grants under section
518(c) and section 1452(i) of such Acts: Pro-
vided further, That for fiscal year 2026, not-
withstanding the amounts specified in sec-
tion 205(c) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act, up to 1.5 percent of the aggre-
gate funds appropriated for the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund program under the
Act less any sums reserved under section
518(c) of the Act, may be reserved by the Ad-
ministrator for grants made under title IT of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act for
American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Marianas, and United States
Virgin Islands: Provided further, That for fis-
cal year 2026, notwithstanding the limita-
tions on amounts specified in section 1452(j)
of the Safe Drinking Water Act, up to 1.5
percent of the funds appropriated for the
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund pro-
grams under the Safe Drinking Water Act
may be reserved by the Administrator for
grants made under section 1452(j) of the Safe
Drinking Water Act: Provided further, That 10
percent of the funds made available under
this title to each State for Clean Water
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants
and 14 percent of the funds made available
under this title to each State for Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund capitalization
grants shall be used by the State to provide
additional subsidy to eligible recipients in
the form of forgiveness of principal, negative
interest loans, or grants (or any combination
of these), and shall be so used by the State
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only where such funds are provided as initial
financing for an eligible recipient or to buy,
refinance, or restructure the debt obligations
of eligible recipients only where such debt
was incurred on or after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, or where such debt was in-
curred prior to the date of enactment of this
Act if the State, with concurrence from the
Administrator, determines that such funds
could be used to help address a threat to pub-
lic health from heightened exposure to lead
in drinking water or if a Federal or State
emergency declaration has been issued due
to a threat to public health from heightened
exposure to lead in a municipal drinking
water supply before the date of enactment of
this Act: Provided further, That in a State in
which such an emergency declaration has
been issued, the State may use more than 14
percent of the funds made available under
this title to the State for Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants
to provide additional subsidy to eligible re-
cipients: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 1452(0) of the Safe Drinking
Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j-12(0)), the Adminis-
trator shall reserve up to $12,000,000 of the
amounts made available for fiscal year 2026
for making capitalization grants for the
Drinking Water State Revolving Funds to
pay the costs of monitoring for unregulated
contaminants under section 1445(a)(2)(C) of
such Act: Provided further, That the funds
made available under this heading for Com-
munity Project Funding/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending grants in this or prior ap-
propriations Acts are not subject to compli-
ance with Federal procurement requirements
for competition and methods of procurement
applicable to Federal financial assistance, if
a Community Project Funding/Congression-
ally Directed Spending recipient has pro-
cured services or products through contracts
entered into prior to the date of enactment
of this legislation that complied with state
and/or local laws governing competition;

(2) $35,000,000 shall be for architectural, en-
gineering, planning, design, construction and
related activities in connection with the
construction of high priority water and
wastewater facilities in the area of the
United States-Mexico Border, after consulta-
tion with the appropriate border commis-
sion: Provided, That no funds provided by
this appropriations Act to address the water,
wastewater and other critical infrastructure
needs of the colonias in the United States
along the United States-Mexico border shall
be made available to a county or municipal
government unless that government has es-
tablished an enforceable local ordinance, or
other zoning rule, which prevents in that ju-
risdiction the development or construction
of any additional colonia areas, or the devel-
opment within an existing colonia the con-
struction of any new home, business, or
other structure which lacks water, waste-
water, or other necessary infrastructure;

(3) $39,000,000 shall be for grants to the
State of Alaska to address drinking water
and wastewater infrastructure needs of rural
and Alaska Native Villages: Provided, That of
these funds: (A) the State of Alaska shall
provide a match of 25 percent; (B) no more
than 5 percent of the funds may be used for
administrative and overhead expenses; and
(C) the State of Alaska shall make awards
consistent with the Statewide priority list
established in conjunction with the Agency
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture for
all water, sewer, waste disposal, and similar
projects carried out by the State of Alaska
that are funded under section 221 of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C.
1301) or the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) which
shall allocate not less than 25 percent of the
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funds provided for projects in regional hub
communities;

(4) $98,000,000 shall be to carry out section
104(k) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
of 1980 (CERCLA), including grants, inter-
agency agreements, and associated program
support costs: Provided, That at least 10 per-
cent shall be allocated for assistance in per-
sistent poverty counties: Provided further,
That for purposes of this section, the term
‘“‘persistent poverty counties’” means any
county that has had 20 percent or more of its
population living in poverty over the past 30
years, as measured by the 1993 Small Area
Income and Poverty Estimates, the 2000 de-
cennial census, and the most recent Small
Area Income and Poverty Estimates, or any
territory or possession of the United States;

(5) $90,000,000 shall be for grants under title
VII, subtitle G of the Energy Policy Act of
2005;

(6) $67,800,000 shall be for targeted airshed
grants in accordance with the terms and con-
ditions in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act);

(7) $28,500,000 shall be for grants under sub-
sections (a) through (j) of section 1459A of
the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300j—
19a): Provided, That for fiscal year 2026, funds
provided under subsections (a) through (j) of
such section of such Act may be used—

(A) by a State to provide assistance to ben-
efit one or more owners of drinking water
wells that are not public water systems or
connected to a public water system for nec-
essary and appropriate activities related to a
contaminant pursuant to subsection (j) of
such section of such Act; and

(B) to support a community described in
subsection (c)(2) of such section of such Act;

(8) $28,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1464(d) of the Safe Drinking Water Act
(42 U.S.C. 300j-24(d));

(9) $22,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459B of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42
U.S.C. 300j-19b);

(10) $6,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459A(1) of the Safe Drinking Water Act
(42 U.S.C. 300j-19a(1));

(11) $25,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 104(b)(8) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1254(b)(8));

(12) $41,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 221 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1301);

(13) $5,400,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 4304(b) of the America’s Water Infra-
structure Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-270);

(14) $3,500,000 shall be for carrying out sec-
tion 302(a) of the Save Our Seas 2.0 Act (33
U.S.C. 4282(a)), of which not more than 2 per-
cent shall be for administrative costs to
carry out such section: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 302(a) of such Act, the
Administrator may also provide grants pur-
suant to such authority to intertribal con-
sortia consistent with the requirements in 40
CFR 35.504(a), to former Indian reservations
in Oklahoma (as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior), and Alaska Native
Villages as defined in Public Law 92-203;

(15) $8,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 103(b)(3) of the Clean Air Act for wildfire
smoke preparedness grants in accordance
with the terms and conditions in the explan-
atory statement described in section 4 (in
the matter preceding division A of this con-
solidated Act): Provided, That not more than
3 percent shall be for administrative costs to
carry out such section;

(16) $20,364,000 shall be for State and Tribal
Assistance Grants to be allocated in the
amounts specified for those projects and for
the purposes delineated in the table titled
“Interior and Environment Incorporation of
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Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’ included
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act) for remediation, construction, and re-
lated environmental management activities
in accordance with the terms and conditions
specified for such grants in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act);

(17) $2,250,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 1459F of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42
U.S.C. 300j-19g);

(18) $4,000,000 shall be for carrying out sec-
tion 2001 of the America’s Water Infrastruc-
ture Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-270, 42 U.S.C.
300j-3c note): Provided, That the Adminis-
trator may award grants to and enter into
contracts with tribes, intertribal consortia,
public or private agencies, institutions, orga-
nizations, and individuals, without regard to
section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31 and section
6101 of title 41, United States Code, and enter
into interagency agreements as appropriate;

(19) $2,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 50217(b) of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (33 U.S.C. 1302f(b); Public
Law 117-58);

(20) $3,500,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 124 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1276);

(21) $2,000,000 shall be for grants for remedi-
ation of above ground leaking fuel tanks pur-
suant to Public Law 106-554;

(22) $2,000,000 shall be for grants under sec-
tion 220 of the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act (33 U.S.C. 1300); and

(23) $1,109,833,000 shall be for grants, includ-
ing associated program support costs, to
States, federally recognized tribes, inter-
state agencies, tribal consortia, and air pol-
lution control agencies for multi-media or
single media pollution prevention, control
and abatement, and related activities, in-
cluding activities pursuant to the provisions
set forth under this heading in Public Law
104-134, and for making grants under section
103 of the Clean Air Act for particulate mat-
ter monitoring and data collection activities
subject to terms and conditions specified by
the Administrator, and under section 2301 of
the Water and Waste Act of 2016 to assist
States in developing and implementing pro-
grams for control of coal combustion residu-
als, of which: $46,250,000 shall be for carrying
out section 128 of CERCLA; $9,500,000 shall be
for Environmental Information Exchange
Network grants, including associated pro-
gram support costs; $1,475,000 shall be for
grants to States under section 2007(f)(2) of
the Solid Waste Disposal Act, which shall be
in addition to funds appropriated under the
heading ‘‘Leaking Underground Storage
Tank Trust Fund Program’ to carry out the
provisions of the Solid Waste Disposal Act
specified in section 9508(c) of the Internal
Revenue Code other than section 9003(h) of
the Solid Waste Disposal Act; $18,512,000 of
the funds available for grants under section
106 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act shall be for State participation in
national- and State-level statistical surveys
of water resources and enhancements to
State monitoring programs.

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans and for the cost
of guaranteed loans, as authorized by the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014, $64,634,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That these funds are available to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

subsidize gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct loans, including capitalized
interest, and total loan principal, including
capitalized interest, any part of which is to
be guaranteed, not to exceed $12,500,000,000:
Provided further, That of the funds made
available under this heading, $5,000,000 shall
be used solely for the cost of direct loans and
for the cost of guaranteed loans for projects
described in section 5026(9) of the Water In-
frastructure Finance and Innovation Act of
2014 to State infrastructure financing au-
thorities, as authorized by section 5033(e) of
such Act: Provided further, That the use of di-
rect loans or loan guarantee authority under
this heading for direct loans or commit-
ments to guarantee loans for any project
shall be in accordance with the criteria pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 30,
2020 (85 FR 39189) pursuant to the fourth pro-
viso under the heading ‘“Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Program Ac-
count” in division D of the Further Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public Law
116-94): Provided further, That none of the di-
rect loans or loan guarantee authority made
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for any project unless the Adminis-
trator and the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget have certified in ad-
vance in writing that the direct loan or loan
guarantee, as applicable, and the project
comply with the criteria referenced in the
previous proviso: Provided further, That, for
the purposes of carrying out the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, the Director of the
Congressional Budget Office may request,
and the Administrator shall promptly pro-
vide, documentation and information relat-
ing to a project identified in a Letter of In-
terest submitted to the Administrator pursu-
ant to a Notice of Funding Availability for
applications for credit assistance under the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act Program, including with respect to
a project that was initiated or completed be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act.

In addition, fees authorized to be collected
pursuant to sections 5029 and 5030 of the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014 shall be deposited in this ac-
count, to remain available until expended.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, notwithstanding section 5033 of
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act of 2014, $7,640,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For fiscal year 2026, notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 6303(1) and 6305(1), the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, in
carrying out the Agency’s function to imple-
ment directly Federal environmental pro-
grams required or authorized by law in the
absence of an acceptable tribal program,
may award cooperative agreements to feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes or Intertribal
consortia, if authorized by their member
tribes, to assist the Administrator in imple-
menting Federal environmental programs
for Indian tribes required or authorized by
law, except that no such cooperative agree-
ments may be awarded from funds des-
ignated for State financial assistance agree-
ments.

The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency is authorized to collect
and obligate pesticide registration service
fees in accordance with section 33 of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act (7T U.S.C. 136w-8), to remain available
until expended.

Notwithstanding section 33(d)(2) of the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
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Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) (7 U.S.C. 136w—
8(d)(2)), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency may assess fees
under section 33 of FIFRA (7 U.S.C. 136w-8)
for fiscal year 2026.

The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency is authorized to collect
and obligate fees in accordance with section
3024 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6939g) for fiscal year 2026, to remain
available until expended.

The Administrator is authorized to trans-
fer up to $369,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated for the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative under the heading ‘‘Environmental
Programs and Management’” to the head of
any Federal department or agency, with the
concurrence of such head, to carry out ac-
tivities that would support the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement programs,
projects, or activities; to enter into an inter-
agency agreement with the head of such Fed-
eral department or agency to carry out these
activities; and to make grants to govern-
mental entities, nonprofit organizations, in-
stitutions, and individuals for planning, re-
search, monitoring, outreach, and implemen-
tation in furtherance of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement.

The Science and Technology, Environ-
mental Programs and Management, Office of
Inspector General, Hazardous Substance
Superfund, and Leaking Underground Stor-
age Tank Trust Fund Program Accounts, are
available for the construction, alteration, re-
pair, rehabilitation, and renovation of facili-
ties, provided that the cost does not exceed
$300,000 per project.

For fiscal year 2026, and notwithstanding
section 518(f) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(f)), the Adminis-
trator is authorized to use the amounts ap-
propriated for any fiscal year under section
319 of the Act to make grants to Indian
tribes pursuant to sections 319(h) and 518(e)
of that Act.

The Administrator is authorized to use the
amounts appropriated under the heading
“Environmental Programs and Manage-
ment’’ for fiscal year 2026 to provide grants
to implement the Southeast New England
Watershed Restoration Program.

Notwithstanding the limitations on
amounts in section 320(i)(2)(B) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, not less than
$2,500,000 of the funds made available under
this title for the National Estuary Program
shall be for making competitive awards de-
scribed in section 320(g)(4).

For fiscal year 2026, the Office of Chemical
Safety and Pollution Prevention and the Of-
fice of Water may, using funds appropriated
under the headings ‘‘Environmental Pro-
grams and Management” and ‘‘Science and
Technology’’, contract directly with individ-
uals or indirectly with institutions or non-
profit organizations, without regard to 41
U.S.C. 5, for the temporary or intermittent
personal services of students or recent grad-
uates, who shall be considered employees for
the purposes of chapters 57 and 81 of title 5,
United States Code, relating to compensa-
tion for travel and work injuries, and chap-
ter 171 of title 28, United States Code, relat-
ing to tort claims, but shall not be consid-
ered to be Federal employees for any other
purpose: Provided, That amounts used for
this purpose by the Office of Chemical Safety
and Pollution Prevention and the Office of
Water collectively may not exceed $2,000,000.

In this fiscal year and each fiscal year
through 2031, the Administrator may, after
consultation with the Office of Personnel
Management, employ up to 100 persons at
any one time at the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency pursuant to the authority pro-
vided in 42 U.S.C. 209.
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The Environmental Protection Agency
shall maintain staffing levels in order to ful-
fill the mission and statutory obligations of
the agency, including Section 2(f) of the En-
vironmental Research, Development, and
Demonstration Authorization Act of 1981 (42
U.S.C. 4363).

The Environmental Protection agency
shall provide the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and
Senate with copies of any available Depart-
ment of Treasury quarterly certification of
trust fund receipts collected from section
13601 of Public Law 117-169 and section 80201
of Public Law 117-58, an annual operating
plan for such receipts showing amounts allo-
cated by program area and program project,
and quarterly reports for such receipts of ob-
ligated balances by program area and pro-
gram project.

TITLE III
RELATED AGENCIES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and
Environment, $780,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to any agency in
the Natural Resources and Environment mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the office.

FOREST SERVICE
FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, $1,090,600,000,
of which $944,114,000 shall remain available
through September 30, 2029: Provided, That a
portion of the funds made available under
this heading shall be for the base salary and
expenses of employees in the Chief’s Office,
the Work Environment and Performance Of-
fice, the Business Operations Deputy Area,
and the Chief Financial Officer’s Office to
carry out administrative and general man-
agement support functions: Provided further,
That funds provided under this heading shall
be available for the costs of facility mainte-
nance, repairs, and leases for buildings and
sites where these administrative, general
management and other Forest Service sup-
port functions take place; the costs of all
utility and telecommunication expenses of
the Forest Service, as well as business serv-
ices; and, for information technology, in-
cluding cybersecurity requirements: Provided
further, That funds provided under this head-
ing may be used for necessary expenses to
carry out administrative and general man-
agement support functions of the Forest
Service not otherwise provided for and nec-
essary for its operation.

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH

For necessary expenses of forest and range-
land research as authorized by law,
$308,697,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2029: Provided, That of the funds
provided, $32,197,000 is for the forest inven-
tory and analysis program: Provided further,
That all authorities for the use of funds, in-
cluding the use of contracts, grants, and co-
operative agreements, available to execute
amounts made available under this heading,
are also available in the utilization of funds
for Fire Science Research.

STATE, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL FORESTRY

For necessary expenses of cooperating with
and providing technical and financial assist-
ance to States, territories, possessions,
tribes, and others, and for forest health man-
agement, including for invasive plants, and
conducting an international program and
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trade compliance activities as authorized,
$310,594,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2029, as authorized by law, of
which $18,094,000 shall be for projects speci-
fied for Forest Resource Information and
Analysis in the table titled ‘‘Interior and En-
vironment Incorporation of Community
Project Funding Items/Congressionally Di-
rected Spending Items’ included for this di-
vision in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act).

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, for manage-
ment, protection, improvement, and utiliza-
tion of the National Forest System, and for
hazardous fuels management on or adjacent
to such lands, $1,857,843,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2029: Provided,
That of the funds provided, $31,000,000 shall
be deposited in the Collaborative Forest
Landscape Restoration Fund for ecological
restoration treatments as authorized by 16
U.S.C. 7303(f): Provided further, That for the
funds provided in the preceding proviso, sec-
tion 4003(d)(3)(A) of the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C.
7303(d)(3)(A)) shall be applied by substituting
€20”” for ‘10’ and section 4003(d)(3)(B) of the
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of
2009 (16 U.S.C. 7303(d)(3)(B)) shall be applied
by substituting ‘4>’ for *‘2’’: Provided further,
That of the funds provided, $39,000,000 shall
be for forest products: Provided further, That
of the funds provided, $176,850,000 shall be for
hazardous fuels management activities, of
which not to exceed $30,000,000 may be used
to make grants, using any authorities avail-
able to the Forest Service under the ‘“‘State,
Private, and Tribal Forestry’’ appropriation,
for the purpose of creating incentives for in-
creased use of biomass from National Forest
System lands: Provided  further, That
$20,000,000 may be used by the Secretary of
Agriculture to enter into procurement con-
tracts or cooperative agreements or to issue
grants for hazardous fuels management ac-
tivities, and for training or monitoring asso-
ciated with such hazardous fuels manage-
ment activities on Federal land, or on non-
Federal land if the Secretary determines
such activities benefit resources on Federal
land: Provided further, That funds made
available to implement the Community For-
est Restoration Act, Public Law 106-393, title
VI, shall be available for use on non-Federal
lands in accordance with authorities made
available to the Forest Service under the
‘‘State, Private, and Tribal Forestry’ appro-
priation: Provided further, That notwith-
standing section 33 of the Bankhead Jones
Farm Tenant Act (7 U.S.C. 1012), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, in calculating a fee for
grazing on a National Grassland, may pro-
vide a credit of up to 50 percent of the cal-
culated fee to a Grazing Association or di-
rect permittee for a conservation practice
approved by the Secretary in advance of the
fiscal year in which the cost of the conserva-
tion practice is incurred, and that the
amount credited shall remain available to
the Grazing Association or the direct per-
mittee, as appropriate, in the fiscal year in
which the credit is made and each fiscal year
thereafter for use on the project for con-
servation practices approved by the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That funds appro-
priated to this account shall be available for
the base salary and expenses of employees
that carry out the functions funded by the
“Capital Improvement and Maintenance’ ac-
count, the ‘‘Range Betterment Fund” ac-
count, and the ‘Management of National
Forest Lands for Subsistence Uses’’ account.
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, $153,250,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2029, for construction, capital improvement,
maintenance, and acquisition of buildings
and other facilities and infrastructure; for
construction, reconstruction, and decommis-
sioning of roads that are no longer needed,
including unauthorized roads that are not
part of the transportation system; and for
maintenance of forest roads and trails by the
Forest Service as authorized by 16 U.S.C.
532-538 and 23 U.S.C. 101 and 205: Provided,
That $6,000,000 shall be for activities author-
ized by 16 U.S.C. 538(a): Provided further, That
$20,850,000 shall be for projects specified for
Construction Projects in the table titled ‘‘In-
terior and Environment Incorporation of
Community Project Funding Items/Congres-
sionally Directed Spending Items’ included
for this division in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act): Provided further, That funds becoming
available in fiscal year 2026 under the Act of
March 4, 1913 (16 U.S.C. 501) shall be trans-
ferred to the General Fund of the Treasury
and shall not be available for transfer or ob-
ligation for any other purpose unless the
funds are appropriated.

ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS
SPECIAL ACTS

For acquisition of lands within the exte-
rior boundaries of the Cache, Uinta, and
Wasatch National Forests, Utah; the Toiyabe
National Forest, Nevada; and the Angeles,
San Bernardino, Sequoia, and Cleveland Na-
tional Forests, California; and the Ozark-St.
Francis and Ouachita National Forests, Ar-
kansas; as authorized by law, $664,000, to be
derived from forest receipts.

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND
EXCHANGES

For acquisition of lands, such sums, to be
derived from funds deposited by State, coun-
ty, or municipal governments, public school
districts, or other public school authorities,
and for authorized expenditures from funds
deposited by non-Federal parties pursuant to
Land Sale and Exchange Acts, pursuant to
the Act of December 4, 1967 (16 U.S.C. 484a),
to remain available through September 30,
2029, (16 U.S.C. 516-617a, 5bba; Public Law 96—
586; Public Law 76-589, Public Law 76-591; and
Public Law 78-310).

RANGE BETTERMENT FUND

For necessary expenses of range rehabilita-
tion, protection, and improvement, 50 per-
cent of all moneys received during the prior
fiscal year, as fees for grazing domestic live-
stock on lands in National Forests in the 16
Western States, pursuant to section 401(b)(1)
of Public Law 94-579, to remain available
through September 30, 2029, of which not to
exceed 6 percent shall be available for ad-
ministrative expenses associated with on-
the-ground range rehabilitation, protection,
and improvements.

GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST
AND RANGELAND RESEARCH

For expenses authorized by 16 U.S.C.
1643(b), $45,000, to remain available through
September 30, 2029, to be derived from the
fund established pursuant to the above Act.

MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR
SUBSISTENCE USES

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice to manage Federal lands in Alaska for
subsistence uses under title VIII of the Alas-
ka National Interest Lands Conservation Act
(16 U.S.C. 3111 et seq.), $1,099,000, to remain
available through September 30, 2029.
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WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for forest fire
presuppression activities on National Forest
System lands, for emergency wildland fire
suppression on or adjacent to such lands or
other lands under fire protection agreement,
and for emergency rehabilitation of burned-
over National Forest System lands and
water, $2,426,111,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That such funds,
including unobligated balances under this
heading, are available for repayment of ad-
vances from other appropriations accounts
previously transferred for such purposes:
Provided further, That any unobligated funds
appropriated in a previous fiscal year for
hazardous fuels management may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘National Forest System” ac-
count: Provided further, That such funds shall
be available to reimburse State and other co-
operating entities for services provided in re-
sponse to wildfire and other emergencies or
disasters to the extent such reimbursements
by the Forest Service for non-fire emer-
gencies are fully repaid by the responsible
emergency management agency: Provided
further, That funds provided shall be avail-
able for support to Federal emergency re-
sponse: Provided further, That the costs of
implementing any cooperative agreement be-
tween the Federal Government and any non-
Federal entity may be shared, as mutually
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided
further, That of the funds provided under this
heading, $1,011,000,000 shall be available for
wildfire suppression operations, and is pro-
vided to meet the terms of section
4004(b)(5)(B) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Con-
gress), the concurrent resolution on the
budget for fiscal year 2022, and to legislation
establishing fiscal year 2026 budget enforce-
ment in the House of Representatives.

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS RESERVE
FUND

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

In addition to the amounts provided under
the heading ‘‘Department of Agriculture—
Forest Service—Wildland Fire Management’’
for wildfire suppression operations,
$2,480,000,000, to remain available until trans-
ferred, is additional new budget authority as
specified for purposes of section 4004(b)(5) of
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year
2022, and to legislation establishing fiscal
year 2026 budget enforcement in the House of
Representatives: Provided, That such
amounts may be transferred to and merged
with amounts made available under the
headings ‘‘Department of the Interior—De-
partment-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire
Management’” and ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ for wildfire suppression operations
in the fiscal year in which such amounts are
transferred: Provided further, That amounts
may be transferred to the ‘“Wildland Fire
Management’’ accounts in the Department of
the Interior or the Department of Agri-
culture only upon the notification of the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions that all wildfire suppression operations
funds appropriated under that heading in
this and prior appropriations Acts to the
agency to which the funds will be transferred
will be obligated within 30 days: Provided fur-
ther, That the transfer authority provided
under this heading is in addition to any
other transfer authority provided by law:
Provided further, That, in determining wheth-
er all wildfire suppression operations funds
appropriated under the heading ‘‘Wildland
Fire Management’ in this and prior appro-
priations Acts to either the Department of
Agriculture or the Department of the Inte-
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rior will be obligated within 30 days pursu-
ant to the preceding proviso, any funds
transferred or permitted to be transferred
pursuant to any other transfer authority
provided by law shall be excluded.
COMMUNICATIONS SITE ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Amounts collected in this fiscal year pur-
suant to section 8705(f)(2) of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
334), shall be deposited in the special account
established by section 8705(f)(1) of such Act,
shall be available to cover the costs de-
scribed in subsection (c)(3) of such section of
such Act, and shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That such amounts shall
be transferred to the ‘‘National Forest Sys-
tem’ account.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FOREST SERVICE
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Appropriations to the Forest Service for
the current fiscal year shall be available for:
(1) purchase of passenger motor vehicles; ac-
quisition of passenger motor vehicles from
excess sources, and hire of such vehicles;
purchase, lease, operation, maintenance, and
acquisition of aircraft to maintain the oper-
able fleet for use in Forest Service wildland
fire programs and other Forest Service pro-
grams; notwithstanding other provisions of
law, existing aircraft being replaced may be
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft; (2) services pursuant to 7
U.S.C. 2225, and not to exceed $100,000 for em-
ployment under 5 U.S.C. 3109; (3) purchase,
erection, and alteration of buildings and
other public improvements (7 U.S.C. 2250); (4)
acquisition of land, waters, and interests
therein pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 428a; (5) for ex-
penses pursuant to the Volunteers in the Na-
tional Forest Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a, 558d,
and 558a note); (6) the cost of uniforms as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901-5902; and (7) for debt
collection contracts in accordance with 31
U.S.C. 3718(c).

Funds made available to the Forest Serv-
ice in this Act may be transferred between
accounts affected by the Forest Service
budget restructure outlined in section 435 of
division D of the Further Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-94):
Provided, That any transfer of funds pursuant
to this paragraph shall not increase or de-
crease the funds appropriated to any account
in this fiscal year by more than ten percent:
Provided further, That such transfer author-
ity is in addition to any other transfer au-
thority provided by law.

Any appropriations or funds available to
the Forest Service may be transferred to the
Wildland Fire Management appropriation for
forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation
of burned-over or damaged lands or waters
under its jurisdiction, and fire preparedness
due to severe burning conditions upon the
Secretary of Agriculture’s notification of the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions that all fire suppression funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Wildland Fire
Management’” will be obligated within 30
days: Provided, That all funds used pursuant
to this paragraph must be replenished by a
supplemental appropriation which must be
requested as promptly as possible.

Not more than $50,000,000 of funds appro-
priated to the Forest Service shall be avail-
able for expenditure or transfer to the De-
partment of the Interior for wildland fire
management, hazardous fuels management,
and State fire assistance when such transfers
would facilitate and expedite wildland fire
management programs and projects.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the Forest Service may transfer un-
obligated balances of discretionary funds ap-
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propriated to the Forest Service by this Act
to or within the National Forest System Ac-
count, or reprogram funds to be used for the
purposes of hazardous fuels management and
urgent rehabilitation of burned-over Na-
tional Forest System lands and water: Pro-
vided, That such transferred funds shall re-
main available through September 30, 2029:
Provided further, That none of the funds
transferred pursuant to this paragraph shall
be available for obligation without written
notification to and the prior approval of the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for assistance to or
through the U.S. Department of State and
other Federal agencies in connection with
forest and rangeland research, technical in-
formation, and assistance in foreign coun-
tries, and shall be available to support for-
estry and related natural resource activities
outside the United States and its territories
and possessions, including technical assist-
ance, education and training, and coopera-
tion with United States government, private
sector, and international organizations: Pro-
vided, That amounts made available for
International Programs and Trade may uti-
lize all authorities related to forestry, re-
search, and cooperative assistance regardless
of program designations.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available to enter into a cooperative
agreement with the section 509(a)(3) Sup-
porting Organization, ‘“‘Forest Service Inter-
national Foundation” to assist the Founda-
tion in meeting administrative, project, and
other expenses, and may provide the Founda-
tion’s use of Forest Service personnel and fa-
cilities.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for expenditure or transfer
to the Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management, for removal, preparation,
and adoption of excess wild horses and bur-
ros from National Forest System lands, and
for the performance of cadastral surveys to
designate the boundaries of such lands.

None of the funds made available to the
Forest Service in this Act or any other Act
with respect to any fiscal year shall be sub-
ject to transfer under the provisions of sec-
tion 702(b) of the Department of Agriculture
Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C. 2257), section 442
of Public Law 106-224 (7 U.S.C. 7772), or sec-
tion 10417(b) of Public Law 107-171 (7 U.S.C.
8316(h)).

Not more than $82,000,000 of funds available
to the Forest Service shall be transferred to
the Working Capital Fund of the Department
of Agriculture and not more than $14,500,000
of funds available to the Forest Service shall
be transferred to the Department of Agri-
culture for Department Reimbursable Pro-
grams, commonly referred to as Greenbook
charges: Provided, That nothing in this para-
graph shall prohibit or limit the use of reim-
bursable agreements requested by the Forest
Service in order to obtain information tech-
nology services, including telecommuni-
cations and system modifications or en-
hancements, from the Working Capital Fund
of the Department of Agriculture.

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 shall be available for pri-
ority projects within the scope of the ap-
proved budget, which shall be carried out by
the Youth Conservation Corps and shall be
carried out under the authority of the Public
Lands Corps Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1721 et
seq.).

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, $4,000 is available to the Chief of the For-
est Service for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses.

Pursuant to sections 405(b) and 410(b) of
Public Law 101-593, of the funds available to
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the Forest Service, up to $3,000,000 may be
advanced in a lump sum to the National For-
est Foundation to aid conservation partner-
ship projects in support of the Forest Service
mission, without regard to when the Founda-
tion incurs expenses, for projects on or bene-
fitting National Forest System lands or re-
lated to Forest Service programs: Provided,
That of the Federal funds made available to
the Foundation, no more than $300,000 shall
be available for administrative expenses:
Provided further, That the Foundation shall
obtain, by the end of the period of Federal fi-
nancial assistance, private contributions to
match funds made available by the Forest
Service on at least a one-for-one basis: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or a non-
Federal recipient for a project at the same
rate that the recipient has obtained the non-
Federal matching funds.

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of Public Law
98-244, up to $3,000,000 of the funds available
to the Forest Service may be advanced to
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in
a lump sum to aid cost-share conservation
projects, without regard to when expenses
are incurred, on or benefitting National For-
est System lands or related to Forest Service
programs: Provided, That such funds shall be
matched on at least a one-for-one basis by
the Foundation or its sub-recipients: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or non-
Federal recipient for a project at the same
rate that the recipient has obtained the non-
Federal matching funds.

Any amounts made available to the Forest
Service in this fiscal year, including avail-
able collections, may be used by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service, to enter into
Federal financial assistance grants and coop-
erative agreements to support forest or
grassland collaboratives in the accomplish-
ment of activities benefitting both the pub-
lic and the National Forest System, Federal
lands and adjacent non-Federal lands. Eligi-
ble activities are those that will improve or
enhance Federal investments, resources, or
lands, including for collaborative and col-
laboration-based activities, including but
not limited to facilitation, planning, and im-
plementing projects, technical assistance,
administrative functions, operational sup-
port, participant costs, and other capacity
support needs, as identified by the Forest
Service. Eligible recipients are Indian tribal
entities (defined at 25 U.S.C. 5304(e)), state
government, local governments, private and
nonprofit entities, for-profit organizations,
and educational institutions. The Secretary
of Agriculture, acting through the Chief of
the Forest Service, may enter into such co-
operative agreements notwithstanding chap-
ter 63 of title 31 when the Secretary deter-
mines that the public interest will be bene-
fited and that there exists a mutual interest
other than monetary considerations. Trans-
actions subject to Title 2 of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations shall be publicly advertised
and require competition when required by
such Title 2. For those transactions not sub-
ject to Title 2 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, the agency may require public adver-
tising and competition when deemed appro-
priate. The term ‘‘forest and grassland
collaboratives’” means groups of individuals
or entities with diverse interests partici-
pating in a cooperative process to share
knowledge, ideas, and resources about the
protection, restoration, or enhancement of
natural and other resources on Federal and
adjacent non-Federal lands, the improve-
ment or maintenance of public access to
Federal lands, or the reduction of risk to
such lands caused by natural disasters.

The 19th unnumbered paragraph under the
heading ‘‘Administrative Provisions, Forest
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Service’ in title III of Public Law 109-54 is
amended in the first sentence by inserting
“‘and future Acts” after ‘‘funds available to
the Forest Service in this Act’” and by strik-
ing ‘“‘prior to the date of enactment of this
Act”.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for interactions with and
providing technical assistance to rural com-
munities and natural resource-based busi-
nesses for sustainable rural development
purposes.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for payments to counties
within the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area, pursuant to section 14(c)(1) and
(2), and section 16(a)(2) of Public Law 99-663.

Any funds appropriated to the Forest Serv-
ice may be used to meet the non-Federal
share requirement in section 502(c) of the
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C.
3056(c)(2)).

The Forest Service shall not assess funds
for the purpose of performing fire, adminis-
trative, and other facilities maintenance and
decommissioning.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, of any appropriations or funds available
to the Forest Service, not to exceed $500,000
may be used to reimburse the Office of the
General Counsel (OGC), Department of Agri-
culture, for travel and related expenses in-
curred as a result of OGC assistance or par-
ticipation requested by the Forest Service at
meetings, training sessions, management re-
views, land purchase negotiations, and simi-
lar matters unrelated to civil litigation: Pro-
vided, That future budget justifications for
both the Forest Service and the Department
of Agriculture should clearly display the
sums previously transferred and the sums re-
quested for transfer.

An eligible individual who is employed in
any project funded under title V of the Older
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056 et seq.)
and administered by the Forest Service shall
be considered to be a Federal employee for
purposes of chapter 171 of title 28, United
States Code.

The Forest Service may employ or con-
tract with an individual who is enrolled in a
training program at a longstanding Civilian
Conservation Center (as defined in section
147(d) of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3197(d))) at regular
rates of pay for necessary hours of work on
National Forest System lands.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available to pay, from a single ac-
count, the base salary and expenses of em-
ployees who carry out functions funded by
other accounts for Enterprise Program,
Geospatial Technology and Applications
Center, National Applications Liaison Office,
Job Corps, and National Technology and De-
velopment Program.

The Forest Service shall maintain staffing
levels in order to fulfill the mission required
under title 7, title 16, title 30, title 43, and
title 54, United States Code, including to
protect natural and cultural resources, pro-
vide and maintain appropriate access and
recreation for visitors, provide safety pre-
cautions for visitors and staff, maintain
physical and natural infrastructure, provide
information and respond to stakeholders and
the general public, conduct tribal consulta-
tion, provide for administrative support, ad-
minister forestry assistance programs, pro-
vide technical assistance to states, tribes
and private landowners, manage energy and
minerals resources, and carry out other ac-
tivities in support of effectively operating
the National Forest System and carrying out
programs administered by the Forest Service
in a timely manner.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES

For expenses necessary to carry out the
Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act, the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act, and titles II and III of the Public
Health Service Act with respect to the In-
dian Health Service, $66,993,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, except as
otherwise provided herein, which shall be in
addition to funds previously appropriated
under this heading that became available on
October 1, 2025; in addition, $264,702,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, for
the Electronic Health Record System and
the Indian Healthcare Improvement Fund, of
which $74,138,000 is for the Indian Health
Care Improvement Fund and may be used, as
needed, to carry out activities typically
funded under the Indian Health Facilities ac-
count; and, in addition, $4,789,731,000, which
shall become available on October 1, 2026,
and remain available through September 30,
2028, except as otherwise provided herein; to-
gether with payments received during the
fiscal year pursuant to sections 231(b) and 233
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
238(b) and 238b), for services furnished by the
Indian Health Service: Provided, That funds
made available to tribes and tribal organiza-
tions through contracts, grant agreements,
or any other agreements or compacts au-
thorized by the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (256
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall be deemed to be ob-
ligated at the time of the grant or contract
award and thereafter shall remain available
to the tribe or tribal organization without
fiscal year limitation: Provided further, That
from the amounts that become available on
October 1, 2026, $2,500,000 shall be available
for grants or contracts with public or private
institutions to provide alcohol or drug treat-
ment services to Indians, including alcohol
detoxification services: Provided further,
That from the amounts that become avail-
able on October 1, 2026, $996,755,000 shall re-
main available until expended for Purchased/
Referred Care: Provided further, That of the
total amount specified in the preceding pro-
viso for Purchased/Referred Care, $54,000,000
shall be for the Indian Catastrophic Health
Emergency Fund: Provided further, That from
the amounts that become available on Octo-
ber 1, 2026, up to $53,000,000 shall remain
available until expended for implementation
of the loan repayment program under section
108 of the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act: Provided further, That from the amounts
that become available on October 1, 2026,
$568,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for costs related to or re-
sulting from accreditation emergencies, in-
cluding supplementing activities funded
under the heading ‘‘Indian Health Facili-
ties”’, of which up to $4,000,000 may be used
to supplement amounts otherwise available
for Purchased/Referred Care: Provided fur-
ther, That the amounts collected by the Fed-
eral Government as authorized by sections
104 and 108 of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act (26 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a)
during the preceding fiscal year for breach of
contracts shall be deposited in the Fund au-
thorized by section 108A of that Act (25
U.S.C. 1616a-1) and shall remain available
until expended and, notwithstanding section
108A(c) of that Act (26 U.S.C. 1616a-1(c)),
funds shall be available to make new awards
under the loan repayment and scholarship
programs under sections 104 and 108 of that
Act (25 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a): Provided fur-
ther, That the amounts made available with-
in this account for the Substance Abuse and
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Suicide Prevention Program, for Opioid Pre-
vention, Treatment and Recovery Services,
for the Domestic Violence Prevention Pro-
gram, for the Zero Suicide Initiative, for the
housing subsidy authority for civilian em-
ployees, for Aftercare Pilot Programs at
Youth Regional Treatment Centers, for
transformation and modernization costs of
the Indian Health Service Electronic Health
Record system, for national quality and
oversight activities, to improve collections
from public and private insurance at Indian
Health Service and tribally operated facili-
ties, for an initiative to treat or reduce the
transmission of HIV and HCV, for a maternal
health initiative, for the Telebehaviorial
Health Center of Excellence, for Alzheimer’s
activities, for Village Built Clinics, for a
produce prescription pilot, and for accredita-
tion emergencies shall be allocated at the
discretion of the Director of the Indian
Health Service and shall remain available
until expended: Provided further, That funds
provided in this Act may be used for annual
contracts and grants that fall within 2 fiscal
years, provided the total obligation is re-
corded in the year the funds are appro-
priated: Provided further, That the amounts
collected by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services under the authority of title
IV of the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act (25 U.S.C. 1613) shall remain available
until expended for the purpose of achieving
compliance with the applicable conditions
and requirements of titles XVIII and XIX of
the Social Security Act, except for those re-
lated to the planning, design, or construc-
tion of new facilities: Provided further, That
funding contained herein for scholarship pro-
grams under the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act (256 U.S.C. 1613) shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That amounts received by tribes and tribal
organizations under title IV of the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act shall be re-
ported and accounted for and available to
the receiving tribes and tribal organizations
until expended: Provided further, That the
Bureau of Indian Affairs may collect from
the Indian Health Service, and from tribes
and tribal organizations operating health fa-
cilities pursuant to Public Law 93-638, such
individually identifiable health information
relating to disabled children as may be nec-
essary for the purpose of carrying out its
functions under the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.):
Provided further, That none of the funds pro-
vided that become available on October 1,
2026, may be used for implementation of the
Electronic Health Record System or the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Fund: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds appro-
priated by this Act, or any other Act, to the
Indian Health Service for the Electronic
Health Record system shall be available for
obligation or expenditure for the selection or
implementation of a new Information Tech-
nology infrastructure system, unless the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate are con-
sulted 90 days in advance of such obligation.
CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for contract support costs associated
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the
Indian Health Service for fiscal year 2026,
such sums as may be necessary: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no amounts made available under this
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account: Provided further, That
amounts obligated but not expended by a
tribe or tribal organization for contract sup-
port costs for such agreements for the cur-
rent fiscal year shall be applied to contract
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support costs due for such agreements for
subsequent fiscal years.
PAYMENTS FOR TRIBAL LEASES

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for leases pursuant to section 105(1)
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5324(1)) for
fiscal year 2026, such sums as may be nec-
essary, which shall be available for obliga-
tion through September 30, 2027: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no amounts made available under this
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account.

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES

For construction, repair, maintenance,
demolition, improvement, and equipment of
health and related auxiliary facilities, in-
cluding quarters for personnel; preparation
of plans, specifications, and drawings; acqui-
sition of sites, purchase and erection of mod-
ular buildings, and purchases of trailers; and
for provision of domestic and community
sanitation facilities for Indians, as author-
ized by section 7 of the Act of August 5, 1954
(42 U.S.C. 2004a), the Indian Self-Determina-
tion Act, and the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act, and for expenses necessary
to carry out such Acts and titles II and III of
the Public Health Service Act with respect
to environmental health and facilities sup-
port activities of the Indian Health Service,
$5,826,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be in addition to funds
previously appropriated under this heading
that became available on October 1, 2025; in
addition, $292,622,000, to remain available
until expended, for Sanitation Facilities
Construction and Health Care Facilities Con-
struction; and, in addition, $516,600,000,
which shall become available on October 1,
2026, and remain available until expended:
Provided, That notwithstanding any other
provision of law, funds appropriated for the
planning, design, construction, renovation,
or expansion of health facilities for the ben-
efit of an Indian tribe or tribes may be used
to purchase land on which such facilities will
be located: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $500,000 may be used for fiscal year 2027
by the Indian Health Service to purchase
TRANSAM equipment from the Department
of Defense for distribution to the Indian
Health Service and tribal facilities: Provided
further, That none of the funds provided that
become available on October 1, 2026, may be
used for Health Care Facilities Construction
or for Sanitation Facilities Construction:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading for fiscal year
2026 for Sanitation Facilities Construction,
$17,039,000 shall be for projects specified for
Sanitation Facilities Construction (CDS) in
the table titled ‘‘Interior and Environment
Incorporation of Community Project Fund-
ing Items/Congressionally Directed Spending
Items” included for this division in the ex-
planatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided further, That
none of the funds appropriated to the Indian
Health Service may be used for sanitation fa-
cilities construction for new homes funded
with grants by the housing programs of the
United States Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INDIAN HEALTH
SERVICE

Appropriations provided in this Act to the
Indian Health Service shall be available for
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 at
rates not to exceed the per diem rate equiva-
lent to the maximum rate payable for senior-
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376; hire of
passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; pur-
chase of medical equipment; purchase of re-
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prints; purchase, renovation, and erection of
modular buildings and renovation of existing
facilities; payments for telephone service in
private residences in the field, when author-
ized under regulations approved by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services; uni-
forms, or allowances therefor as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 5901-5902; and for expenses of at-
tendance at meetings that relate to the func-
tions or activities of the Indian Health Serv-
ice: Provided, That in accordance with the
provisions of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act, non-Indian patients may be
extended health care at all tribally adminis-
tered or Indian Health Service facilities, sub-
ject to charges, and the proceeds along with
funds recovered under the Federal Medical
Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651-2653) shall
be credited to the account of the facility pro-
viding the service and shall be available
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other law or
regulation, funds transferred from the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
to the Indian Health Service shall be admin-
istered under Public Law 86-121, the Indian
Sanitation Facilities Act and Public Law 93—
638: Provided further, That funds appropriated
to the Indian Health Service in this Act, ex-
cept those used for administrative and pro-
gram direction purposes, shall not be subject
to limitations directed at curtailing Federal
travel and transportation: Provided further,
That none of the funds made available to the
Indian Health Service in this Act shall be
used for any assessments or charges by the
Department of Health and Human Services
unless such assessments or charges are iden-
tified in the budget justification and pro-
vided in this Act, or approved by the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations
through the reprogramming process: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, funds previously or
herein made available to a tribe or tribal or-
ganization through a contract, grant, or
agreement authorized by title I or title V of
the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301
et seq.), may be deobligated and reobligated
to a self-determination contract under title
I, or a self-governance agreement under title
V of such Act and thereafter shall remain
available to the tribe or tribal organization
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds made available
to the Indian Health Service in this Act shall
be used to implement the final rule pub-
lished in the Federal Register on September
16, 1987, by the Department of Health and
Human Services, relating to the eligibility
for the health care services of the Indian
Health Service until the Indian Health Serv-
ice has submitted a budget request reflecting
the increased costs associated with the pro-
posed final rule, and such request has been
included in an appropriations Act and en-
acted into law: Provided further, That with
respect to functions transferred by the In-
dian Health Service to tribes or tribal orga-
nizations, the Indian Health Service is au-
thorized to provide goods and services to
those entities on a reimbursable basis, in-
cluding payments in advance with subse-
quent adjustment, and the reimbursements
received therefrom, along with the funds re-
ceived from those entities pursuant to the
Indian Self-Determination Act, may be cred-
ited to the same or subsequent appropriation
account from which the funds were origi-
nally derived, with such amounts to remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That reimbursements for training, technical
assistance, or services provided by the Indian
Health Service will contain total costs, in-
cluding direct, administrative, and overhead
costs associated with the provision of goods,
services, or technical assistance: Provided
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further, That the Indian Health Service may
provide to civilian medical personnel serving
in hospitals operated by the Indian Health
Service housing allowances equivalent to
those that would be provided to members of
the Commissioned Corps of the United States
Public Health Service serving in similar po-
sitions at such hospitals: Provided further,
That the appropriation structure for the In-
dian Health Service may not be altered with-
out advance notification to the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH SCIENCES

For necessary expenses for the National In-
stitute of Environmental Health Sciences in
carrying out activities set forth in section
311(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9660(a)) and section 126(g) of
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986, $77,100,000.

AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE
REGISTRY

TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PUBLIC HEALTH

For necessary expenses for the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR) in carrying out activities set forth
in sections 104(i) and 111(c)(4) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980
(CERCLA) and section 3019 of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, $79,800,000: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, in lieu of performing a health assess-
ment under section 104(i)(6) of CERCLA, the
Administrator of ATSDR may conduct other
appropriate health studies, evaluations, or
activities, including, without limitation,
biomedical testing, clinical evaluations,
medical monitoring, and referral to accred-
ited healthcare providers: Provided further,
That in performing any such health assess-
ment or health study, evaluation, or activ-
ity, the Administrator of ATSDR shall not
be bound by the deadlines in section
104(1)(6)(A) of CERCLA: Provided further,
That none of the funds appropriated under
this heading shall be available for ATSDR to
issue in excess of 40 toxicological profiles
pursuant to section 104(i) of CERCLA during
fiscal year 2026, and existing profiles may be
updated as necessary.

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

For necessary expenses to continue func-
tions assigned to the Council on Environ-
mental Quality and Office of Environmental
Quality pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, the Environ-
mental Quality Improvement Act of 1970, and
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1977, and not to
exceed $750 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $4,629,000: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 202 of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1970, the
Council shall consist of one member, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, serving as
chairman and exercising all powers, func-
tions, and duties of the Council.

CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION
BOARD

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses in carrying out ac-
tivities pursuant to section 112(r)(6) of the
Clean Air Act, including hire of passenger
vehicles, uniforms or allowances therefor, as
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901-5902, the rental of
space, and for services authorized by 5 U.S.C.
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3109 but at rates for individuals not to exceed
the per diem equivalent to the maximum
rate payable for senior level positions under
5 U.S.C. 5376, $14,000,000: Provided, That the
Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation
Board (Board) shall have not more than
three career Senior Executive Service posi-
tions: Provided further, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the individual ap-
pointed to the position of Inspector General
of the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) shall, by virtue of such appointment,
also hold the position of Inspector General of
the Board: Provided further, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the In-
spector General of the Board shall utilize
personnel of the Office of Inspector General
of EPA in performing the duties of the In-
spector General of the Board, and shall not
appoint any individuals to positions within
the Board.

INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA

NATIVE CULTURE AND ARTS DEVELOPMENT

PAYMENT TO THE INSTITUTE

For payment to the Institute of American
Indian and Alaska Native Culture and Arts
Development, as authorized by part A of
title XV of Public Law 99-498 (20 U.S.C. 4411
et seq.), $13,482,000, which shall become avail-
able on July 1, 2026, and shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Smithsonian
Institution, as authorized by law, including
research in the fields of art, science, and his-
tory; development, preservation, and docu-
mentation of the National Collections; pres-
entation of public exhibits and perform-
ances; collection, preparation, dissemina-
tion, and exchange of information and publi-
cations; conduct of education, training, and
museum assistance programs; maintenance,
alteration, operation, lease agreements of no
more than 30 years, and protection of build-
ings, facilities, and approaches; not to exceed
$100,000 for services as authorized by 5 U.S.C.
3109; and purchase, rental, repair, and clean-
ing of uniforms for employees, $928,500,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2027,
except as otherwise provided herein; of which
not to exceed $27,000,000 for the instrumenta-
tion program, collections acquisition, exhi-
bition reinstallation, Smithsonian American
Women’s History Museum, National Museum
of the American Latino, and the repatriation
of skeletal remains program shall remain
available until expended; and including such
funds as may be necessary to support Amer-
ican overseas research centers: Provided,
That funds appropriated herein are available
for advance payments to independent con-
tractors performing research services or par-
ticipating in official Smithsonian presen-
tations: Provided further, That the Smithso-
nian Institution may expend Federal appro-
priations designated in this Act for lease or
rent payments, as rent payable to the Smith-
sonian Institution, and such rent payments
may be deposited into the general trust
funds of the Institution to be available as
trust funds for expenses associated with the
purchase of a portion of the building at 600
Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, to
the extent that federally supported activities
will be housed there: Provided further, That
the use of such amounts in the general trust
funds of the Institution for such purpose
shall not be construed as Federal debt serv-
ice for, a Federal guarantee of, a transfer of
risk to, or an obligation of the Federal Gov-
ernment: Provided further, That no appro-
priated funds may be used directly to service
debt which is incurred to finance the costs of
acquiring a portion of the building at 600
Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, or of
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planning, designing, and constructing im-
provements to such building: Provided fur-
ther, That any agreement entered into by the
Smithsonian Institution for the sale of its
ownership interest, or any portion thereof,
in such building so acquired may not take ef-
fect until the expiration of a 30 day period
which begins on the date on which the Sec-
retary of the Smithsonian submits to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and Senate, the Commit-
tees on House Administration and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on
Rules and Administration of the Senate a re-
port, as outlined in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 of the Further
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Pub-
lic Law 116-94; 133 Stat. 2536) on the intended
sale.
FACILITIES CAPITAL

For necessary expenses of repair, revital-
ization, and alteration of facilities owned or
occupied by the Smithsonian Institution, by
contract or otherwise, as authorized by sec-
tion 2 of the Act of August 22, 1949 (63 Stat.
623), and for construction, including nec-
essary personnel, $152,000,000, to remain
available until expended, of which not to ex-
ceed $10,000 shall be for services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109.

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For the upkeep and operations of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, the protection and
care of the works of art therein, and admin-
istrative expenses incident thereto, as au-
thorized by the Act of March 24, 1937 (50 Stat.
51), as amended by the public resolution of
April 13, 1939 (Public Resolution 9, 76th Con-
gress), including services as authorized by 5
U.S.C. 3109; payment in advance when au-
thorized by the treasurer of the Gallery for
membership in library, museum, and art as-
sociations or societies whose publications or
services are available to members only, or to
members at a price lower than to the general
public; purchase, repair, and cleaning of uni-
forms for guards, and uniforms, or allow-
ances therefor, for other employees as au-
thorized by law (b U.S.C. 5901-5902); purchase
or rental of devices and services for pro-
tecting buildings and contents thereof, and
maintenance, alteration, improvement, and
repair of buildings, approaches, and grounds;
and purchase of services for restoration and
repair of works of art for the National Gal-
lery of Art by contracts made, without ad-
vertising, with individuals, firms, or organi-
zations at such rates or prices and under
such terms and conditions as the Gallery
may deem proper, $185,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, of which
not to exceed $3,893,000 for the special exhi-
bition program shall remain available until
expended.

REPAIR, RESTORATION AND RENOVATION OF

BUILDINGS

For necessary expenses of repair, restora-
tion, and renovation of buildings, grounds
and facilities owned or occupied by the Na-
tional Gallery of Art, by contract or other-
wise, for operating lease agreements of no
more than 10 years, that address space needs
created by the ongoing renovations in the
Master Facilities Plan, as authorized,
$19,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That funds made available
in prior Acts under this heading for the de-
sign and construction of an off-site art stor-
age facility in partnership with the Smithso-
nian Institution may be used for the repair,
restoration, and renovation of other Na-
tional Gallery of Art buildings, grounds, and
facilities: Provided further, That contracts
awarded for environmental systems, protec-
tion systems, and exterior repair or renova-
tion of buildings of the National Gallery of
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Art may be negotiated with selected contrac-
tors and awarded on the basis of contractor
qualifications as well as price.

JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

For necessary expenses for the operation,
maintenance, and security of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in-
cluding rent of temporary office space in the
District of Columbia during renovations of
such Center, $32,340,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027.

CAPITAL REPAIR AND RESTORATION

For necessary expenses for capital repair
and restoration of the existing features of
the building and site of the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, $4,860,000, to
remain available until expended.

WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR
SCHOLARS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary in carrying out the
provisions of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 1356) including hire of
passenger vehicles and services as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027.

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE
HUMANITIES

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses to carry out the
National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965, $207,000,000 shall be
available to the National Endowment for the
Arts for the support of projects and produc-
tions in the arts, including arts education
and public outreach activities, through as-
sistance to organizations and individuals
pursuant to section 5 of the Act, for program
support, and for administering the functions
of the Act, to remain available until ex-
pended.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
GRANTS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses to carry out the
National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965, $207,000,000, to remain
available until expended, of which
$192,000,000 shall be available for support of
activities in the humanities, pursuant to sec-
tion 7(c) of the Act and for administering the
functions of the Act; and $15,000,000 shall be
available to carry out the matching grants
program pursuant to section 10(a)(2) of the
Act, including $13,000,000 for the purposes of
section T(h): Provided, That appropriations
for carrying out section 10(a)(2) shall be
available for obligation only in such
amounts as may be equal to the total
amounts of gifts, bequests, devises of money,
and other property accepted by the chairman
or by grantees of the National Endowment
for the Humanities under the provisions of
sections 11(a)(2)(B) and 11(a)(3)(B) during the
current and preceding fiscal years for which
equal amounts have not previously been ap-
propriated.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

None of the funds appropriated to the Na-
tional Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities may be used to process any grant
or contract documents which do not include
the text of 18 U.S.C. 1913: Provided, That none
of the funds appropriated to the National
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities
may be used for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses: Provided further, That
funds from nonappropriated sources may be
used as necessary for official reception and
representation expenses: Provided further,
That the Chairperson of the National Endow-
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ment for the Arts may approve grants of up
to $10,000, if in the aggregate the amount of
such grants does not exceed 5 percent of the
sums appropriated for grantmaking purposes
per year: Provided further, That such small
grant actions are taken pursuant to the
terms of an expressed and direct delegation
of authority from the National Council on
the Arts to the Chairperson.
COMMISSION OF FINE ARTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For expenses of the Commission of Fine
Arts under chapter 91 of title 40, United
States Code, $3,641,000: Provided, That the
Commission is authorized to charge fees to
cover the full costs of its publications, and
such fees shall be credited to this account as
an offsetting collection, to remain available
until expended without further appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Commission
is authorized to accept gifts, including ob-
jects, papers, artwork, drawings and arti-
facts, that pertain to the history and design
of the Nation’s Capital or the history and ac-
tivities of the Commission of Fine Arts, for
the purpose of artistic display, study, or edu-
cation: Provided further, That one-tenth of 1
percent of the funds provided under this
heading may be used for official reception
and representation expenses.
NATIONAL CAPITAL ARTS AND CULTURAL
AFFAIRS
For necessary expenses as authorized by
Public Law 99-190 (20 U.S.C. 956a), $5,000,000.
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For necessary expenses of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (Public
Law 89-665), $8,285,000.
NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For necessary expenses of the National
Capital Planning Commission under chapter
87 of title 40, United States Code, including
services as authorized by 5 TU.S.C. 3109,
$8,750,000: Provided, That one-quarter of 1
percent of the funds provided under this
heading may be used for official reception
and representational expenses associated
with hosting international visitors engaged
in the planning and physical development of
world capitals.
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
MUSEUM
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM
For expenses of the Holocaust Memorial
Museum, as authorized by Public Law 106-292
(36 U.S.C. 2301-2310), $65,231,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, of which
$1,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, for the Museum’s equipment
replacement program; and of which $4,000,000
for the Museum’s repair and rehabilitation
program and $1,264,000 for the Museum’s out-
reach initiatives program shall remain avail-
able until expended.
UNITED STATES SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL
COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
For necessary expenses of the United
States Semiquincentennial Commission to
plan and coordinate observances and activi-
ties associated with the 250th anniversary of
the founding of the United States, as author-
ized by Public Law 116-282, the technical
amendments to Public Law 114-196,
$15,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.
TITLE IV
GENERAL PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)
RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS
SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be available for any
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activity or the publication or distribution of
literature that in any way tends to promote
public support or opposition to any legisla-
tive proposal on which Congressional action
is not complete other than to communicate
to Members of Congress as described in 18
U.S.C. 1913.
OBLIGATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

SEC. 402. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

DISCLOSURE OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

SEC. 403. The amount and basis of esti-
mated overhead charges, deductions, re-
serves, or holdbacks, including working cap-
ital fund charges, from programs, projects,
activities and subactivities to support gov-
ernment-wide, departmental, agency, or bu-
reau administrative functions or head-
quarters, regional, or central operations
shall be presented in annual budget justifica-
tions and subject to approval by the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate. Changes to
such estimates shall be presented to the
Committees on Appropriations for approval.

MINING APPLICATIONS

SEC. 404. (a) LIMITATION OF FUNDS.—None of
the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available pursuant to this Act shall be obli-
gated or expended to accept or process appli-
cations for a patent for any mining or mill
site claim located under the general mining
laws.

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply if the Secretary of the Interior deter-
mines that, for the claim concerned: (1) a
patent application was filed with the Sec-
retary on or before September 30, 1994; and
(2) all requirements established under sec-
tions 2325 and 2326 of the Revised Statutes (30
U.S.C. 29 and 30) for vein or lode claims, sec-
tions 2329, 2330, 2331, and 2333 of the Revised
Statutes (30 U.S.C. 35, 36, and 37) for placer
claims, and section 2337 of the Revised Stat-
utes (30 U.S.C. 42) for mill site claims, as the
case may be, were fully complied with by the
applicant by that date.

(c) REPORT.—On September 30, 2027, the
Secretary of the Interior shall file with the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate
a report on actions taken by the Department
under the plan submitted pursuant to sec-
tion 314(c) of the Department of the Interior
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1997 (Public Law 104-208).

(d) MINERAL EXAMINATIONS.—In order to
process patent applications in a timely and
responsible manner, upon the request of a
patent applicant, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall allow the applicant to fund a quali-
fied third-party contractor to be selected by
the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to conduct a mineral examination of
the mining claims or mill sites contained in
a patent application as set forth in sub-
section (b). The Bureau of Land Management
shall have the sole responsibility to choose
and pay the third-party contractor in ac-
cordance with the standard procedures em-
ployed by the Bureau of Land Management
in the retention of third-party contractors.

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, PRIOR YEAR
LIMITATION

SEC. 405. Sections 405 and 406 of division F
of the Consolidated and Further Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 113-235)
shall continue in effect in fiscal year 2026.

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS, FISCAL YEAR 2026

LIMITATION

SEC. 406. Amounts provided by this Act for
fiscal year 2026 under the headings ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, Indian
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Health Service, Contract Support Costs’ and
“Department of the Interior, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and Bureau of Indian Education,
Contract Support Costs’” are the only
amounts available for contract support costs
arising out of self-determination or self-gov-
ernance contracts, grants, compacts, or an-
nual funding agreements for fiscal year 2026
with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of
Indian Education, and the Indian Health
Service: Provided, That such amounts pro-
vided by this Act are not available for pay-
ment of claims for contract support costs for
prior years, or for repayments of payments
for settlements or judgments awarding con-
tract support costs for prior years.
FOREST MANAGEMENT PLANS

SEC. 407. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall not be considered to be in violation of
section 6(f)(b)(A) of the Forest and Range-
land Renewable Resources Planning Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604(f)(5)(A)) solely because
more than 15 years have passed without revi-
sion of the plan for a unit of the National
Forest System. Nothing in this section ex-
empts the Secretary from any other require-
ment of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Planning Act (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.) or any other law: Provided, That if
the Secretary is not acting expeditiously and
in good faith, within the funding available,
to revise a plan for a unit of the National
Forest System, this section shall be void
with respect to such plan and a court of
proper jurisdiction may order completion of
the plan on an accelerated basis.

PROHIBITION WITHIN NATIONAL MONUMENTS

SEC. 408. No funds provided in this Act may
be expended to conduct preleasing, leasing
and related activities under either the Min-
eral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) or the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C.
1331 et seq.) within the boundaries of a Na-
tional Monument established pursuant to
the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.)
as such boundary existed on January 20, 2001,
except where such activities are allowed
under the Presidential proclamation estab-
lishing such monument.

LIMITATION ON TAKINGS

SEC. 409. Unless otherwise provided herein,
no funds appropriated in this Act for the ac-
quisition of lands or interests in lands may
be expended for the filing of declarations of
taking or complaints in condemnation with-
out the advance notification and approval of
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations: Provided, That this provision shall
not apply to funds appropriated to imple-
ment the Everglades National Park Protec-
tion and Expansion Act of 1989, or to funds
appropriated for Federal assistance to the
State of Florida to acquire lands for Ever-
glades restoration purposes.

PROHIBITION ON NO-BID CONTRACTS

SEC. 410. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act to ex-
ecutive branch agencies may be used to enter
into any Federal contract unless such con-
tract is entered into in accordance with the
requirements of Chapter 33 of title 41, United
States Code, or Chapter 137 of title 10, United
States Code, and the Federal Acquisition
Regulation, unless—

(1) Federal law specifically authorizes a
contract to be entered into without regard
for these requirements, including formula
grants for States, or federally recognized In-
dian tribes;

(2) such contract is authorized by the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (Public Law 93-638, 25 U.S.C.
5301 et seq.) or by any other Federal laws
that specifically authorize a contract within
an Indian tribe as defined in section 4(e) of
that Act (25 U.S.C. 5304(e)); or
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(3) such contract was awarded prior to the

date of enactment of this Act.
POSTING OF REPORTS

SEC. 411. (a) Any agency receiving funds
made available in this Act, shall, subject to
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public
website of that agency any report required
to be submitted by the Congress in this or
any other Act, upon the determination by
the head of the agency that it shall serve the
national interest.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains proprietary infor-
mation.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less
than 45 days.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS GRANT

GUIDELINES

SEC. 412. Of the funds provided to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts—

(1) The Chairperson shall only award a
grant to an individual if such grant is award-
ed to such individual for a literature fellow-
ship, National Heritage Fellowship, or Amer-
ican Jazz Masters Fellowship.

(2) The Chairperson shall establish proce-
dures to ensure that no funding provided
through a grant, except a grant made to a
State or local arts agency, or regional group,
may be used to make a grant to any other
organization or individual to conduct activ-
ity independent of the direct grant recipient.
Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit
payments made in exchange for goods and
services.

(3) No grant shall be used for seasonal sup-
port to a group, unless the application is spe-
cific to the contents of the season, including
identified programs or projects.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS PROGRAM
PRIORITIES

SEC. 413. (a) In providing services or award-
ing financial assistance under the National
Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities
Act of 19656 from funds appropriated under
this Act, the Chairperson of the National En-
dowment for the Arts shall ensure that pri-
ority is given to providing services or award-
ing financial assistance for projects, produc-
tions, workshops, or programs that serve un-
derserved populations.

(b) In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘underserved population”
means a population of individuals, including
urban minorities, who have historically been
outside the purview of arts and humanities
programs due to factors such as a high inci-
dence of income below the poverty line or to
geographic isolation.

(2) The term ‘‘poverty line”” means the pov-
erty line (as defined by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and revised annually in ac-
cordance with section 673(2) of the Commu-
nity Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C.
9902(2))) applicable to a family of the size in-
volved.

(c) In providing services and awarding fi-
nancial assistance under the National Foun-
dation on the Arts and Humanities Act of
1965 with funds appropriated by this Act, the
Chairperson of the National Endowment for
the Arts shall ensure that priority is given
to providing services or awarding financial
assistance for projects, productions, work-
shops, or programs that will encourage pub-
lic knowledge, education, understanding, and
appreciation of the arts.

(d) With funds appropriated by this Act to
carry out section 5 of the National Founda-
tion on the Arts and Humanities Act of
1965—
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(1) the Chairperson shall establish a grant
category for projects, productions, work-
shops, or programs that are of national im-
pact or availability or are able to tour sev-
eral States;

(2) the Chairperson shall not make grants
exceeding 15 percent, in the aggregate, of
such funds to any single State, excluding
grants made under the authority of para-
graph (1);

(3) the Chairperson shall report to the Con-
gress annually and by State, on grants
awarded by the Chairperson in each grant
category under section 5 of such Act; and

(4) the Chairperson shall encourage the use
of grants to improve and support commu-
nity-based music performance and edu-
cation.

STATUS OF BALANCES OF APPROPRIATIONS

SEC. 414. The Department of the Interior,
the Environmental Protection Agency, the
Forest Service, and the Indian Health Serv-
ice shall provide the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and Senate quarterly reports on the status of
balances of appropriations including all un-
committed, committed, and unobligated
funds in each program and activity within 60
days of enactment of this Act.

EXTENSION OF GRAZING PERMITS

SEC. 415. The terms and conditions of sec-
tion 325 of Public Law 108-108 (117 Stat. 1307),
regarding grazing permits issued by the For-
est Service on any lands not subject to ad-
ministration under section 402 of the Federal
Lands Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C.
1752), shall remain in effect for fiscal year
2026.

FUNDING PROHIBITION

SEC. 416. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network is designed to block access to por-
nography websites.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

HUMANE TRANSFER AND TREATMENT OF
ANIMALS

SEC. 417. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, with respect to land administered by
the Bureau of Land Management, or the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, with respect to land
administered by the Forest Service (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’), may transfer excess wild horses
and burros that have been removed from
land administered by the Secretary con-
cerned to other Federal, State, and local
government agencies for use as work ani-
mals.

(b) The Secretary concerned may make a
transfer under subsection (a) immediately on
the request of a Federal, State, or local gov-
ernment agency.

(c) An excess wild horse or burro trans-
ferred under subsection (a) shall lose status
as a wild free-roaming horse or burro (as de-
fined in section 2 of Public Law 92-195 (com-
monly known as the ‘“Wild Free-Roaming
Horses and Burros Act’) (16 U.S.C. 1332)).

(d) A Federal, State, or local government
agency receiving an excess wild horse or
burro pursuant to subsection (a) shall not—

(1) destroy the horse or burro in a manner
that results in the destruction of the horse
or burro into a commercial product;

(2) sell or otherwise transfer the horse or
burro in a manner that results in the de-
struction of the horse or burro for processing
into a commercial product; or
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(3) euthanize the horse or burro, except on
the recommendation of a licensed veteri-
narian in a case of severe injury, illness, or
advanced age.

(e) Amounts appropriated by this Act shall
not be available for—

(1) the destruction of any healthy,
unadopted, and wild horse or burro under the
jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned (in-
cluding a contractor); or

(2) the sale of a wild horse or burro that re-
sults in the destruction of the wild horse or
burro for processing into a commercial prod-
uct.

FOREST SERVICE FACILITY REALIGNMENT AND

ENHANCEMENT AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION

SEC. 418. Section 503(f) of Public Law 109-54
(16 U.S.C. 580d note) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘September 30, 2026 for ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2019.

USE OF AMERICAN IRON AND STEEL

SEC. 419. (a)(1) None of the funds made
available by a State water pollution control
revolving fund as authorized by section 1452
of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C.
300j-12) shall be used for a project for the
construction, alteration, maintenance, or re-
pair of a public water system or treatment
works unless all of the iron and steel prod-
ucts used in the project are produced in the
United States.

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and
steel” products means the following products
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks,
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves,
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete,
and construction materials.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any
case or category of cases in which the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency (in this section referred to as the
“Administrator’’) finds that—

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities and of a satisfac-
tory quality; or

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the
cost of the overall project by more than 25
percent.

(c) If the Administrator receives a request
for a waiver under this section, the Adminis-
trator shall make available to the public on
an informal basis a copy of the request and
information available to the Administrator
concerning the request, and shall allow for
informal public input on the request for at
least 15 days prior to making a finding based
on the request. The Administrator shall
make the request and accompanying infor-
mation available by electronic means, in-
cluding on the official public Internet Web
site of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy.
(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

(e) The Administrator may retain up to
0.25 percent of the funds appropriated in this
Act for the Clean and Drinking Water State
Revolving Funds for carrying out the provi-
sions described in subsection (a)(1) for man-
agement and oversight of the requirements
of this section.

LOCAL COOPERATOR TRAINING AGREEMENTS AND
TRANSFERS OF EXCESS EQUIPMENT AND SUP-
PLIES FOR WILDFIRES
SEC. 420. The Secretary of the Interior is

authorized to enter into grants and coopera-

tive agreements with volunteer fire depart-
ments, rural fire departments, rangeland fire
protection associations, and similar organi-
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zations to provide for wildland fire training
and equipment, including supplies and com-
munication devices. Notwithstanding section
121(c) of title 40, United States Code, or sec-
tion 521 of title 40, United States Code, the
Secretary is further authorized to transfer
title to excess Department of the Interior
firefighting equipment no longer needed to
carry out the functions of the Department’s
wildland fire management program to such
organizations.
REPROGRAMMING GUIDELINES

SEC. 421. None of the funds made available
in this Act, in this and prior fiscal years,
may be reprogrammed without the advance
notification and approval of the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations in ac-
cordance with the reprogramming proce-
dures contained in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 4 (in the matter
preceding division A of this consolidated
Act).

LOCAL CONTRACTORS

SEC. 422. Section 412 of division E of Public
Law 112-74 shall be applied by substituting
“‘fiscal year 2026’ for ‘‘fiscal year 2019”’.

INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION AUTHORIZATION

EXTENSION

SEC. 423. Section 426 of division G of Public
Law 113-76 (16 U.S.C. 565a-1 note) shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2026
for ‘‘September 30, 2019”.

FOREST BOTANICAL PRODUCTS FEE COLLECTION
AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION

SEC. 424. Section 339 of the Department of
the Interior and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2000 (as enacted into law by Public
Law 106-113; 16 U.S.C. 528 note), as amended
by section 335(6) of Public Law 108-108 and
section 432 of Public Law 113-76, shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2026 for
“‘fiscal year 2019”.

CHACO CANYON

SEC. 425. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to accept a nomina-
tion for oil and gas leasing under 43 CFR
3120.3 et seq., or to offer for oil and gas leas-
ing, any Federal lands within the withdrawal
area identified on the map of the Chaco Cul-
ture National Historical Park prepared by
the Bureau of Land Management and dated
April 2, 2019, prior to the completion of the
cultural resources investigation identified in
the explanatory statement described in sec-
tion 4 in the matter preceding division A of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021
(Public Law 116-260).

TRIBAL LEASES

SEC. 426. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, in the case of any lease
under section 105(1) of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5324(1)), the initial lease term shall
commence no earlier than the date of receipt
of the lease proposal.

(b) The Secretaries of the Interior and
Health and Human Services shall, jointly or
separately, during fiscal year 2026 consult
with tribes and tribal organizations through
public solicitation and other means regard-
ing the requirements for leases under section
105(1) of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5324(1))
on how to implement a consistent and trans-
parent process for the payment of such
leases.

FOREST ECOSYSTEM HEALTH AND RECOVERY

FUND

SEC. 427. The authority provided under the
heading ‘‘Forest Ecosystem Health and Re-
covery Fund” in title I of Public Law 111-88,
as amended by section 117 of division F of
Public Law 113-235, shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘fiscal year 2026 for ‘‘fiscal year
2020’ each place it appears.
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ALLOCATION OF PROJECTS, LAND AND WATER
CONSERVATION FUND

SEC. 428. (a)(1) Within 45 days of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of Agriculture, as appropriate,
shall allocate amounts made available for
expenditure from the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund for fiscal year 2026 pursuant
to subsection (a) of section 200303 of title 54,
United States Code, to the agencies and ac-
counts specified, for the projects specified
under the accounts titled ‘‘Land Acquisition
Projects” and ‘‘Forest Legacy Projects” in
the Forest Service, and in the amounts spec-
ified in the table titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds:
Land and Water Conservation Fund Fiscal
Year 2026 in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 4 (in the matter preceding
division A of this consolidated Act): Pro-
vided, That the matter preceding this proviso
shall not apply to amounts in any account
titled ‘“‘Land Acquisition Projects’ in the
Bureau of Land Management, United States
Fish and Wildlife Service, or National Park
Service in such table.

(2)(A) Within 30 days of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall pro-
vide to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations project lists with project
data sheets as described in subsection (c)(4),
which shall include a sufficient number of
projects to total the amounts for the ac-
count titled ‘‘Liand Acquisition Projects’ for
each of the Bureau of Land Management,
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and
National Park Service, as specified in the
table titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds: Land and
Water Conservation Fund Fiscal Year 2026
in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A
of this consolidated Act): Provided, That on
the date on which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior provides to the Committees on Appro-
priations such project lists with such project
data sheets, the Secretary of the Interior
shall provide to the Committees on Appro-
priations lists of supplementary allocations
for Federal land acquisition projects for each
of the Bureau of Land Management, United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, and Na-
tional Park Service that are prioritized and
detailed by account, program, and project,
and that total no less than half the full
amount allocated to each such account for
that land management Agency in the table
titled ‘“‘Allocation of Funds: Land and Water
Conservation Fund Fiscal Year 2026”° in the
explanatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided further, That ex-
penditure of funds under this paragraph is a
reprogramming and shall be subject to sec-
tion 421 of this Act.

(B) Within 45 days of the date on which a
reprogramming is approved pursuant to the
last proviso in subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall allocate amounts
made available for expenditure from the
Land and Water Conservation Fund for fiscal
year 2026 pursuant to subsection (a) of sec-
tion 200303 of title 54, United States Code, to
the account titled ‘Land Acquisition
Projects” for each of the Bureau of Land
Management, United States Fish and Wild-
life Service, and National Park Service, as
applicable, in the amounts specified in the
table titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds: Land and
Water Conservation Fund Fiscal Year 2026
in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A
of this consolidated Act) and for the projects
included in the project lists approved by the
Committees on Appropriations in accordance
with subparagraph (A).

(3) If any portion of a project specified
under the accounts titled ‘‘Land Acquisition
Projects” and ‘‘Forest Legacy Projects” in
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the Forest Service in the table titled ‘‘Allo-
cation of Funds: Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Fiscal Year 2026’ in the explana-
tory statement described in section 4 (in the
matter preceding division A of this consoli-
dated Act) or for the projects included in the
project lists approved by the Committees on
Appropriations in accordance with sub-
section (a)(2)(A) is intended to be carried out
within the Federal land unit or project
boundary as specified in such table (or any
prior allocation table incorporated by ref-
erence into a prior Act, as applicable) or
project list but outside the specific tracts for
the project described in the corresponding
project data sheet submitted to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations required by section
200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States Code, or
paragraph (2), not later than 30 days before
the date on which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior or the Secretary of Agriculture expends
amounts on the project, the Secretary of the
Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as
appropriate, shall provide written notice to
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations of such expenditure.

(b) Neither the President nor his designee
may allocate any amounts that are made
available for any fiscal year under sub-
section (a) of section 200303 of title 54, United
States Code, other than in amounts and for
projects and activities that are allocated by
subsection (a)(1) or in accordance with sub-
section (a)(2) of this section: Provided, That
in any fiscal year, the matter preceding this
proviso shall not apply to the allocation of
amounts for continuing administration of
programs allocated funds from the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, which may be al-
located only in amounts that are no more
than the allocation for such purposes in sub-
sections (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section.

(c)(1) Concurrent with the annual budget
submission of the President for fiscal year
2027, the Secretary of Agriculture shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations a
list of supplementary allocations for Federal
land acquisition and Forest Legacy Projects
at the Forest Service that are in addition to
the ‘“Submission of Cost Estimates’ required
by section 200303(c)(1) of title 54, United
States Code, that are prioritized and detailed
by account, program, and project, and that
total no less than half the full amount allo-
cated to each such account for the Forest
Service under the allocations submitted
under section 200303(c)(1) of title 54, United
States Code: Provided, That in the event
amounts allocated by this Act or any prior
Act pursuant to subsection (a) of section
200303 of title 54, United States Code, are no
longer needed because a project has been
completed or can no longer be executed, such
amounts must be clearly identified if pro-
posed for reallocation in the annual budget
submission.

(2) Concurrent with the annual budget sub-
mission of the President for fiscal year 2027,
the Secretary of the Interior shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations a list of
supplementary allocations for Federal land
acquisition projects at the National Park
Service, the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment that are in addition to the ‘“‘Submis-
sion of Cost Estimates’ required by section
200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States Code,
that are prioritized and detailed by account,
program, and project, and that total the full
amount allocated to each such account for
that land management Agency in the table
titled ‘‘Allocation of Funds: Land and Water
Conservation Fund Fiscal Year 2026’ in the
explanatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided, That in the
event amounts allocated by this Act or any
prior Act pursuant to subsection (a) of sec-
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tion 200303 of title 54, United States Code,
are no longer needed because a project has
been completed or can no longer be executed,
such amounts must be clearly identified if
proposed for reallocation in the annual budg-
et submission.

(3) The Federal land acquisition and Forest
Legacy projects in the ‘‘Submission of Cost
Estimates” required by section 200303(c)(1) of
title 54, United States Code, in the project
lists provided under subsection (a)(2), in the
list of supplementary allocations provided
under subsection (a)(2), and on the lists of
supplementary allocations required by para-
graphs (1) and (2) shall be comprised only of
projects for which a willing seller has been
identified and for which an appraisal or mar-
ket research has been initiated.

(4) Concurrent with the annual budget sub-
mission of the President for fiscal year 2027,
the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall each submit to
the Committees on Appropriations project
data sheets in the same format and con-
taining the same level of detailed informa-
tion that is found on such sheets in the
Budget Justifications annually submitted by
the Secretary of the Interior with the Presi-
dent’s Budget for the projects in the ‘“‘Sub-
mission of Cost Estimates’ required by sec-
tion 200303(c)(1) of title 54, United States
Code, and in the same format and containing
the same level of detailed information that
is found on such sheets submitted to the
Committees on Appropriations pursuant to
section 427 of division D of the Further Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public
Law 116-94) for the list of supplementary al-
locations required by paragraphs (1) and (2).

(5) The Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture shall provide to the
Committees on Appropriations quarterly re-
ports on the status of balances of projects
and activities funded by the National Parks
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund
and the Land and Water Conservation Fund,
and the status of balances of projects and ac-
tivities funded by the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund for amounts allocated pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(2) of this section, in-
cluding all uncommitted, committed, and
unobligated funds.

(d) Within 45 days of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture, as appropriate,
shall allocate amounts made available for
expenditure from the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund for fiscal year 2025 pursuant
to subsection (a) of section 200303 of title 54,
United States Code, to the agencies and ac-
counts specified, for the projects specified,
under the accounts specified, and in the
amounts specified in the table titled ‘‘Allo-
cation of Funds: Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Fiscal Year 2025 Revisions’ in the
explanatory statement described in section 4
(in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act).

(e)(1) Within 30 days of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture shall provide to the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions project lists with project data sheets,
which shall include a sufficient number of
projects to total the amounts for the ac-
count titled ‘‘National Parks and Public
Land Legacy Restoration Fund’ for each of
the Bureau of Land Management, United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, National
Park Service, Bureau of Indian Education,
and U.S. Forest Service: Provided, That ex-
penditure of funds under this paragraph is a
reprogramming and shall be subject to sec-
tion 421 of this Act.

(2) Within 45 days of the date on which a
reprogramming is approved pursuant to the
last proviso in subparagraph (1), the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of
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Agriculture shall allocate amounts made
available for expenditure from the National
Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration
Fund for fiscal year 2026 pursuant to sub-
section (c) of 200402 of title 54, United States
Code, to the account titled ‘‘National Parks
and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund”
for each of the Bureau of Land Management,
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Na-
tional Park Service, Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, and U.S. Forest Service as applicable,
in the amounts specified and for the projects
included in the project lists approved by the
Committees on Appropriations in accordance
with subparagraph (1).

POLICIES RELATING TO BIOMASS ENERGY

SEC. 429. To support the key role that for-
ests in the United States can play in address-
ing the energy needs of the United States,
the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of
Agriculture, and the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency shall,
consistent with their missions, jointly—

(1) ensure that Federal policy relating to
forest bioenergy—

(A) is consistent across all Federal depart-
ments and agencies; and

(B) recognizes the full benefits of the use of
forest biomass for energy, conservation, and
responsible forest management; and

(2) establish clear and simple policies for
the use of forest biomass as an energy solu-
tion, including policies that—

(A) reflect the carbon neutrality of forest
bioenergy and recognize biomass as a renew-
able energy source, provided the use of forest
biomass for energy production does not
cause conversion of forests to non-forest use;

(B) encourage private investment through-
out the forest biomass supply chain, includ-
ing in—

(i) working forests;

(ii) harvesting operations;

(iii) forest improvement operations;

(iv) forest bioenergy production;

(v) wood products manufacturing; or

(vi) paper manufacturing;

(C) encourage forest management to im-
prove forest health; and

(D) recognize State initiatives to produce
and use forest biomass.

SMALL REMOTE INCINERATORS

SEC. 430. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the regulation issued on March 21, 2011
at 40 CFR part 60 subparts CCCC and DDDD
with respect to units in the State of Alaska
that are defined as ‘‘small, remote inciner-
ator” units in those regulations and, until a
subsequent regulation is issued, the Admin-
istrator shall implement the law and regula-
tions in effect prior to such date.

TIMBER SALE REQUIREMENTS

SEC. 431. No timber sale in Alaska’s Region
10 shall be advertised if the indicated rate is
deficit (defined as the value of the timber is
not sufficient to cover all logging and stump-
age costs and provide a normal profit and
risk allowance under the Forest Service’s ap-
praisal process) when appraised using a re-
sidual value appraisal. The western red cedar
timber from those sales which is surplus to
the needs of the domestic processors in Alas-
ka, shall be made available to domestic proc-
essors in the contiguous 48 United States at
prevailing domestic prices. All additional
western red cedar volume not sold to Alaska
or contiguous 48 United States domestic
processors may be exported to foreign mar-
kets at the election of the timber sale hold-
er. All Alaska yellow cedar may be sold at
prevailing export prices at the election of
the timber sale holder.
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TRANSFER AUTHORITY TO FEDERAL HIGHWAY

ADMINISTRATION FOR THE NATIONAL PARKS AND
PUBLIC LAND LEGACY RESTORATION FUND

SEC. 432. Funds made available or allocated
in this Act to the Department of the Interior
or the Department of Agriculture that are
subject to the allocations and limitations in
54 U.S.C. 200402(e) and prohibitions in 54
U.S.C. 200402(f) may be further allocated or
reallocated to the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration for transportation projects of the
covered agencies defined in 54 U.S.C.
200401(2).

PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS

SEC. 433. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds made available
in this Act or any other Act may be used to
promulgate or implement any regulation re-
quiring the issuance of permits under title V
of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7661 et seq.)
for carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide, water
vapor, or methane emissions resulting from
biological processes associated with live-
stock production.

GREENHOUSE GAS REPORTING RESTRICTIONS

SEC. 434. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds made available
in this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement any provision in a rule, if that pro-
vision requires mandatory reporting of
greenhouse gas emissions from manure man-
agement systems.

FUNDING PROHIBITION

SEC. 435. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to reg-
ulate the lead content of ammunition, am-
munition components, or fishing tackle
under the Toxic Substances Control Act (15
U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) or any other law.

FIREFIGHTER PAY CAP

SEC. 436. (a) Section 1701 of division B of
the Extending Government Funding and De-
livering Emergency Assistance Act (b U.S.C.
5547 note), as amended by Public Law 117-103,
is further amended in subsection (a)(1), by
striking the last sentence and inserting
“Any Services during a given calendar year
that generate payments payable in the sub-
sequent calendar year shall be disregarded in
applying this subsection’.

(b) The waivers of premium and overtime
pay authorized in subsections (a) through (c)
of section 1701 of division B of the Extending
Government Funding and Delivering Emer-
gency Assistance Act (5 U.S.C. 5547 note), as
amended by Public Law 117-103, shall be ap-
plied in fiscal year 2026.

ALASKA NATIVE REGIONAL HEALTH ENTITIES
AUTHORIZATION EXTENSION

SEC. 437. Section 424(a) of title IV of divi-
sion G of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2014 (Public Law 113-76) shall be applied
by substituting ‘‘October 1, 2026’ for ‘‘De-
cember 24, 2022”".

LAVA RIDGE WIND PROJECT

SEC. 438. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended for the purpose of granting, issuing,
or renewing a right-of-way under section 501
of the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) for the Lava Ridge
Wind Project, unless or until the Secretary
of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of
Land Management, has analyzed, in con-
sultation with local elected officials and
stakeholders, action alternatives designed to
reduce impacts to wildlife, cultural re-
sources, transportation, hunting, wetlands
and the connected surface and ground
waters. The Secretary shall complete such
consultations, and seek feedback regarding
action alternatives, not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and no funds made available
in this Act shall be used for granting,
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issuing, or renewing a right-of-way under
section 501 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) for
the Lava Ridge Wind Project while such con-
sultations and efforts are ongoing.

(b) Prior to granting, issuing, or renewing
a right-of-way under section 501 of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1761) for the Lava Ridge Wind
Project, the Secretary shall periodically re-
port to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations on the status of consulta-
tions required under subsection (a) and, once
such consultations are complete, provide a
briefing to the Committees on the action al-
ternatives and the feedback of local elected
officials and stakeholders.

WILDFIRE SUPPRESSION FUNDING AND FOREST
MANAGEMENT ACT

SEC. 439. Section 104 of the Wildfire Sup-
pression Funding and Forest Management
Activities Act (division O of Public Law 115—
141) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘90’ and
inserting ‘‘180°’; and

(2) in paragraph (4) of subsection (b), by in-
serting the following before the semi-colon:
‘., and shall include an accounting of any
spending in the first two quarters of the suc-
ceeding fiscal year that is attributable to
suppression operations in the fiscal year for
which the report was prepared’’.

FIVE YEAR CONSTRUCTION PLAN

SEC. 440. The Department of the Interior
and the Forest Service are directed to main-
tain updated 5-year deferred maintenance
plans that, to the extent practicable, include
a list of all outstanding deferred mainte-
nance needs, and to provide them to the
Committee on a quarterly basis.

QUARTERLY DISASTER ESTIMATES

SEC. 441. The Department of the Interior,
the United States Forest Service, and the
Environmental Protection agency shall pro-
vide quarterly estimates to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate within 30 days of a
quarter closing detailing the costs to repair,
restore, or otherwise remediate damages to
Federal lands and infrastructure caused by
disasters and, for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the costs to repair and improve
the resiliency of drinking water and waste-
water infrastructure damaged in states, ter-
ritories, and on tribal lands.

AMERICAN WOMEN’S HISTORY MUSEUM AND
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN LATINO

SEC. 442. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to
close, halt development of, merge with or
transfer to another function or program, re-
duce funding, or otherwise diminish the op-
erations of the Smithsonian American Wom-
en’s History Museum or the National Mu-
seum of the American Latino established by
Public Law 116-260 on December 27, 2020.

PROGRAM FUNDING INCORPORATED BY
REFERENCE

SEC. 443. Amounts provided in this Act
shall be allocated in the amounts specified
for the programs, projects and activities
specified in the tables in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the mat-
ter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act) titled:

(1) Program Funding for Management of
Lands and Resources;

(2) Program Funding for Resource Manage-
ment;

(3) Program Funding for Operation of the
National Park System;

(4) Program Funding for National Recre-
ation and Preservation;

(5) Program Funding for National Heritage
Areas;
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(6) Program Funding for Surveys, Inves-
tigations, and Research;

(7) Program Funding for Operation of In-
dian Programs;

(8) Program Funding for Science and Tech-
nology Programs;

(9) Program Funding for Environmental
Programs and Management;

(10) Program Funding for National Estuary
Program;

(11) Program Funding for Forest and
Rangeland Research;

(12) Program Funding for State, Private,
and Tribal Forestry; and

(13) Program Funding for National Forest
System.

REPURPOSING

SEC. 444. (a) Of the amounts made available
under the heading ‘‘Department of the Inte-
rior—Departmental Offices—Department-
Wide Programs—Wildland Fire Manage-
ment”’, $763,514,000 shall be derived by trans-
fer from the unobligated balances of
amounts previously appropriated in division
J of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act (Public Law 117-58) as follows: (1)
$125,000,000 from the unobligated balances
under the heading ‘“‘Environmental Protec-
tion Agency—State and Tribal Assistance
Grants” from amounts that will become
available for fiscal year 2026 in paragraph (3);
(2) $353,514,000 from the unobligated balances
under the heading ‘‘Department of the Inte-
rior—Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement—Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamation Fund”’; (3) $285,000,000 from the un-
obligated balances under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of the Interior—Methane Reduc-
tion Infrastructure’: Provided, That amounts
derived by transfer pursuant to this sub-
section shall continue to be treated as
amounts specified in section 103(b) of divi-
sion A of Public Law 118-5: Provided further,
That amounts derived by transfer pursuant
to this subsection shall not be available for
wildfire suppression operations.

(b) Of the amounts made available under
the heading ‘‘Department of the Interior—
Departmental Offices—Office of Inspector
General’’, $65,000,000 shall be derived by
transfer from the unobligated balances of
amounts previously appropriated in division
J of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act (Public Law 117-58), including amounts
that will become available for fiscal year
2026, that have been or will be transferred to
the Office of Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of the Interior for oversight of funding
provided to the Department of the Interior
in title VI of division J of that Act: Provided,
That amounts derived by transfer pursuant
to this subsection shall continue to be treat-
ed as amounts specified in section 103(b) of
division A of Public Law 118-5.

(c) Of the amounts made available under
the heading ‘‘Department of Agriculture—
Forest Service—Forest Service Operations”,
$146,486,000 shall be derived by transfer from
the unobligated balances of amounts pre-
viously appropriated under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of the Interior—Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement—
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund” in divi-
sion J of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58): Provided, That
amounts derived by transfer pursuant to this
subsection shall continue to be treated as
amounts specified in section 103(b) of divi-
sion A of Public Law 118-5.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS
REGARDING GRAZING ON PUBLIC LANDS

SEC. 445. Paragraph (1) of section 122(a) of
division E of Public Law 112-74 (125 Stat.
1013) is amended by striking ‘‘through 2024.”
in the first sentence and inserting ‘‘through
20217,”.
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TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS

SEC. 446. The contents in the ‘‘Senate’ sub
column of the ‘“‘Requestor(s)’’ column in the
table titled ‘“‘Community Project Funding/
Congressional Directed Spending’ under the
heading ‘‘Disclosure of Earmarks and Con-
gressionally Directed Spending Items’ in the
explanatory statement for the Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agency Appropriations
Act, 2026 (division B of Public Law 119-37) de-
scribed in section 4 in the matter preceding
division A of such Act are deemed to be
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘Schiff”’ for the project
identified as the ‘“Forest and Watershed
Management Plan’” for the recipient
“McKinleyville Community Services Dis-
trict’’;

(2) by inserting ‘‘Schatz’ for the project
identified as ‘‘Facility Improvements and
Purchase of Equipment’” for the recipient
“The Queens Health System”’; and

(3) by inserting ‘‘Cantwell’”’ for the project
identified as the ‘‘Chewelah Expansion and
Regional Workforce Development Center”
for the recipient “‘NEW Health Programs As-
sociation”.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Depart-
ment of the Interior, Environment, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2026°°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees.

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
CoLE) and the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the measure under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 6938, a three-bill package
covering the Commerce, Justice,
Science; Energy and Water Develop-
ment; and Interior and Environment
appropriations measures for fiscal year
2026.

These bills are the product of bipar-
tisan, bicameral consensus and are
grounded in a Member-driven process.

As I stand here today, I think of the
genius of our Founding Fathers. They
designed Congress to be an engine of
thoughtful and deliberative policy-
making. It wasn’t meant to be easy. In
fact, difficulty is what separates seri-
ous legislating from political perform-
ance.

In her 250 years, America has never
shied away from hard work, nor does
the Appropriations Committee in car-
rying out our constitutional respon-
sibilities for fiscal year 2026. Even after
the longest government shutdown in
history, political obstruction, and
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tough deadlines, we remained resolute
and took responsible steps forward to
restore regular order.

I am proud to say we have ended the
cycle of pork-filled omnibuses decided
at the last minute. Just as impor-
tantly, we have been turning America
First priorities into action. President
Trump set a critical foundation by
signing three appropriations bills into
law in November, and we are carrying
that momentum forward today. The
measure before us keeps us on track to
complete all 12 appropriations bills for
fiscal year 2026.

With passage of these three bills, we
will provide full-year funding for many
of our most critical programs.

We prioritize public safety by sup-
porting law enforcement and stopping
the flow of fentanyl into our commu-
nities. We advance American strength
by unleashing energy dominance, se-
curing critical minerals, and investing
in nuclear power. We uphold steward-
ship by protecting public lands, sup-
porting wildland firefighters, ensuring
responsible resource management, and
fulfilling our obligations to our Tribal
nations.

All of this is achieved while cutting
waste and keeping total fiscal year ‘26
spending below the current continuing
resolution.

These results are not accidental.
They are by design, and they are the
result of the hard work of our sub-
committee chairmen, HAL ROGERS,
MIKE SIMPSON, and CHUCK
FLEISCHMANN. Thanks to their leader-
ship, good will, attention to detail, and
strong relationships with their negoti-
ating partners, the power of the purse
is, once again, being exercised by law-
makers through the committee proc-
ess, as Article I intended.

To their accompanying ranking
members, GRACE MENG, CHELLIE PIN-
GREE, and MARCY KAPTUR, I thank
them for their partnership and collabo-
ration, which was instrumental to this
effort.

As I 1look ahead to today’s action, Re-
publicans are strongest when they are
focused; Democrats are more effective
when they negotiate in good faith; and
the country is better off when Repub-
licans and Democrats work together.

In its Statement of Administrative
Policy on this package, the White
House said, in part: ‘“The administra-
tion urges every Member of Congress to
support this fiscally responsible bill,
which is a win for the American tax-
payer.” Not surprisingly, I completely
agree. I look forward to enacting these
full-year appropriations and taking
every action to complete our work.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself 5 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this bill. It is the product of a gen-
uine bipartisan compromise, something
that was once common in this body but
has since fallen out of fashion.

I am eager to share all the great
things that are in this bill, but before
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I do, I must take a moment to express
my profound gratitude to the devoted
public servants who worked tirelessly
to make this happen.

They are Ranking Members GRACE
MENG, MARCY KAPTUR, and CHELLIE
PINGREE on the Appropriations Com-
mittee, who led these negotiations and
secured crucial funding for key pro-
grams. Subcommittee staff, especially
Bob Bonner, Rita Culp, Scott McKee,
Adam Wilson, Nora Faye, Jamie Wise,
Faye Cobb, Jocelyn Hunn, Michael
Schmeltz, and Ippo Dellatolas worked
through the holidays to craft this leg-
islation. I send a shout-out to Chris
Bigelow, the appropriations staff direc-
tor.

Of course, I thank our Republican
counterparts on the committee under
the leadership of my dear friend, Chair-
man COLE.

When we began this process, we set
out three goals: protect Democratic
priorities, eliminate any poison pills,
and reassert Congress’ power of the
purse. I am pleased to report that this
package accomplishes all three.

It protects funding for key Demo-
cratic priorities, and it rejects draco-
nian cuts proposed by the Trump ad-
ministration. It invests in programs at
the Department of Emnergy that will
bring down energy costs and utility
bills, which are core drivers of the on-
going affordability crisis, programs
that President Trump proposed to cut
or eliminate, despite the cost-of-living
crisis he has led us into.

This package promotes community
safety, increasing funding for Violence
Against Women Act grants by $7 mil-
lion, supporting victims of abuse who
otherwise would have nowhere to turn.

It rejects efforts by the Trump ad-
ministration to eviscerate scientific re-
search funding, providing $4.8 billion
more for the National Science Founda-
tion than the White House proposed.

The agreement also rejects the Office
of Management and Budget’s illegal ef-
forts to undermine America’s domi-
nance in scientific innovation across
the entire government by protecting
the indirect costs that research insti-
tutions depend on to do
groundbreaking work with the Depart-
ment of Energy, NASA, and the Na-
tional Science Foundation. This is
something Chairman COLE and I have
worked on in the past with regard to
the NIH, and it is critical for us to ex-
pand it to other agencies in this pack-
age.

The bill provides funding to protect
our national parks, natural resources,
endangered species, and public lands,
rejecting $9.5 billion in proposed cuts
in the Interior bill. It protects our en-
vironment while restraining polluters,
providing $8.8 billion in funding for the
EPA, nearly double the budget pro-
posed by the White House.

Additionally, there is not a single
poison pill policy rider in this bill. I
know my friend, the chairman, and I
may disagree on what constitutes a
poison pill, but it is a testament to the
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good faith of these negotiations that
both sides agreed to drop provisions
the other found truly objectionable.

I know some of my Democratic col-
leagues may be reticent to support a
funding package for an administration
that has been rife with abuse since the
day they took office. I understand their
concerns, and I share them. However,
abandoning the appropriations process
only empowers the President and the
Office of Management and Budget to
continue manipulating Federal spend-
ing as a partisan weapon. If we give up
on appropriations, there are only two
alternatives: a permanent shutdown or
endless stopgaps with funding on auto-
pilot. Neither is a viable option.

Stopgap measures afford the adminis-
tration broader discretion over the
budget and cede our authority over
Federal spending. The more ambiguity
we afford them, the more they will ex-
ploit it. One of the best ways to rein in
this reckless administration is by pro-
viding precise spending levels for spe-
cific projects that they are bound by
law to carry out.

That is exactly what this bill does.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. ROGERS), who is the distin-
guished chairman of the Commerce,
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee of the Appropriations
Committee, the chairman emeritus of
the full committee, and the dean of the
House.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my chairman for the
introduction. Mr. Speaker, as chairman
of the CJS Subcommittee, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 6938.

From national security and law en-
forcement to American innovation and
space exploration, the CJS bill before
us puts the Nation on a path to great-
ness while reinforcing President
Trump’s bold agenda on trade and com-
bating illicit drug trafficking.
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To continue the fight against the
drug cartels that are ravaging Amer-
ican communities, the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration receives an in-
crease of $63 million in this bill.

The bill also streamlines and en-
hances support for the National Weath-
er Service to ensure Americans receive
lifesaving information in times of need.

This bill is pro-law enforcement. It
includes increased funding for State
and local police through the Byrne
Formula Grant Program and COPS hir-
ing grants, while also making cuts to
wasteful grant programs.

I thank Chairman COLE for his steady
leadership. This has been a courageous
effort on his part and our committee to
restore regular order to the way we ap-
portion taxpayer moneys that are en-
trusted to us. This legislation is a
product of good faith, bipartisan nego-
tiations.

I thank and recognize Ranking Mem-
ber MENG and Ranking Member
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DELAURO for their partnership as well
as staff for their hard work on the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR), the distinguished rank-
ing member of the Energy and Water
Development Subcommittee.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, 1 very
much thank Ranking Member
DELAURO for yielding time. I also
thank Chairman COLE and the chair of
our committee, CHARLES FLEISCHMANN,
for their cooperation. Please let me
thank our diligent staff for all their
hard work on this bill, both majority
and minority, including from the mi-
nority staff Scott McKee, Adam Wil-
son, Ippo Dellatolas, and on my per-
sonal staff Jed Bullock, Kaitlin Ulin,
and Margaret McInnis.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the fiscal year 2026 Energy and
Water Development bill, a measure
that chooses progress over retreat,
American energy independence in per-
petuity inside our borders, not depend-
ence on foreign energy supplies.

At $63.3 billion, this legislation pro-
vides a critical $2.4 billion increase
over last year. Our bill aims to help ad-
dress significantly rising energy and
water bills coast to coast for families,
as well as climate-caused water short-
ages in the West and across our Nation,
with crop losses from coast to coast
and increasing flooding across our be-
loved country.

Our Nation must help communities
reimagine affordable power grids and
water conveyance systems. We must
also assure technologies like artificial
intelligence and data centers don’t
bankrupt the ability of families to af-
ford to live, nor take our society down
dangerous roads without a roadmap.

For those of us from the industrial
and agricultural heartland, energy and
water drive the lifeblood of our econo-
mies. This bill invests $10.4 billion in
the indefatigable Army Corps of Engi-
neers. That is $3.8 billion more than
the Trump administration’s short-
sighted request.

It includes more dollars for harbor
maintenance. It ensures that our Great
Lakes stay vibrant, our ports on all
coasts stay open, and our water infra-
structure is built to last for Mother
Nature’s complexities in this century
and beyond. Our bill maintains our
commitment for critical regional com-
missions and authorities to build
America forward in the underinvested
corners of America right here at home.

While the White House astoundingly
proposed eliminating the Weatheriza-
tion Assistance Program entirely, this
bill restores and increases that funding
to $329 million, a commonsense invest-
ment that puts an average of $372 back
into the pockets of thousands of strug-
gling households in every single con-
gressional district. Every dollar counts
to make ends meet nowadays in an era
marred by ill-considered Trump-in-
flicted tariffs that make living in
America more expensive as prices rise.
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To tackle the cost-of-living crisis and
affordability head-on, this bill provides
an additional $375 million for electric
grid modernization to help reduce
prices to target the primary driver of
skyrocketing utility bills and ensure
every American has access to reliable,
affordable power.

This bill provides $3.1 billion for en-
ergy efficiency and renewable energy
programs, an increase of $1.3 billion
over the Republican bill. Our goal
seeks to secure U.S. energy independ-
ence in perpetuity to drive down prices
for the long haul.

Further, with $8.4 billion allocated
for the Department of Energy’s Office
of Science, we invest in the next gen-
eration of technological break-
throughs. In the past, we have had
some—like fracking, for example, that
unleashed the gas deposits of this coun-
try, but we want those investments in-
side our borders. American innovators,
universities, and labs—not foreign ad-
versaries overseas—must command the
new energy frontiers and not lose the
edge on inventing our common future.

Finally, our bill provides an increase
to $25.4 billion for the National Nuclear
Security Administration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama). The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Ohio.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for allowing me to
focus on our National Nuclear Security
Administration, where we must main-
tain safe, secure, and credible nuclear
deterrents that power our unparalleled,
remarkable nuclear Navy—thank God
for them—and counter the threat of
nuclear proliferation and terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill. America can and
must meet the new-age frontiers of en-
ergy and water. Let us invest in our
workers, protect our water, and power
our future. Future generations are de-
pending on all of us to pass this bill.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Idaho
(Mr. SIMPSON), chairman of the Inte-
rior-Environment Subcommittee of the
Appropriations Committee and my
very good friend.

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to begin consideration of H.R.
6938 today, which includes the fiscal
year 2026 Department of the Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act.

First, I commend Chairman COLE for
his leadership over the Appropriations
Committee and his continued support
of the Interior bill. A lot of people
don’t realize how hard it is to get all
these bills done. We had them all
marked up through the committee by
the end of September, on time. That is
an amazing task by the chairman of
this committee, and I thank him for
his continued work on this.

I also thank Ranking Member PIN-
GREE for her partnership, as well as
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Ranking Member DELAURO and the
subcommittee members for their work
on this bill.

The fiscal year 2026 Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies bill
provides $38.6 billion in total non-
defense discretionary funding, reducing
spending from fiscal year 2025 by $1.9
billion.

This legislation prioritizes critical
needs and addresses specific concerns
brought to my attention through more
than 8,000 Member requests.

The bill invests $1.74 billion in 1,277
Community Project Funding and Con-
gressionally Directed Spending
projects. These projects will improve
clean and drinking water infrastruc-
ture throughout this country.

This bill also fully funds all of our,
what I call, must-pays, such as PILT
payments—payments in lieu of taxes—
to States and territories and payments
to Tribes through Contract Support
Costs and section 105(1) leases.

This bill eliminates waste and re-
stores fiscal responsibility, prioritizes
unleashing American energy, and pro-
tects public lands and access to those
lands. It bolsters national security and
public safety by reducing our reliance
on foreign countries for energy and
mineral resources and by increasing
law enforcement funding for our land
management agencies and for our
Tribes.

It protects our communities, fully
funding firefighter pay to support
wildland firefighters and prevent cata-
strophic wildfires.

The bill prioritizes wupholding our
trust and treaty responsibilities with
Tribal nations. I continue to say that I
refuse to balance this budget on the
backs of our Tribes, and I am proud
that this bill does not do that. The bill
increases support for public safety and
justice through Indian Country and
provides over $8 billion to the Indian
Health Service for key healthcare pro-
grams, prioritizing Federal investment
where it is needed.

We need to pass this bill that effi-
ciently invests in our priorities, sup-
ports the programs our communities
care about, and reduces the bureau-
cratic overreach of the prior adminis-
tration. This bill does just that, and it
makes sensible cuts across 28 bureaus
and agencies and closing one agency
that has completed its mission.

Thoughtful cuts were made to the
Department of the Interior, resulting
in a nearly 2 percent reduction in the
top line. EPA is cut by nearly 4 per-
cent.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Idaho.

The
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Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, renew-
able energy is cut by $34 million, while
providing targeted increases that pre-
serve our Nation’s natural heritage and
ensure a sustainable and fiscally re-
sponsible future.
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Passage of these bills will send a
strong message that Congress is deter-
mined to return to regular order and
deliver results for our districts.

Mr. Speaker, this bill works to en-
sure our priority programs receive
funding without any poison pills. We
had to make some tough decisions, but
I am proud that this is a bipartisan, bi-
cameral bill that both parties and
Chambers see as a benefit to the Amer-
ican people. I urge its adoption.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Maine (Ms. PINGREE), the distinguished
ranking member of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee.

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
support the consolidated appropria-
tions act.

First, I thank Ranking Member
DELAURO for yielding me the time, but
also for her leadership and persever-
ance in this challenging time.

I thank Mr. SIMPSON for his collabo-
ration and partnership in this com-
mittee, and I also thank Chairman
CoOLE for the work he has done on this
committee.

Mr. Speaker, I will give the most ap-
plause and great thanks to our com-
mittee staff, Rita Culp, Jocelyn Hunn,
and Michael Schmeltz, who put in
many long hours, as we know, and
worked over the holidays. We wouldn’t
be standing here today if they and so
many others on both sides of the aisle
hadn’t put in this work.

I am pleased we were able to reach a
bipartisan agreement to produce a bill
that protects Tribal lands and the envi-
ronment, invests in our Tribal commu-
nities, supports the arts, and rejects
billions in extreme cuts proposed by
the administration.

Rather than handing the Trump ad-
ministration a blank check through
another stopgap measure, this bill im-
poses precise, legally binding spending
requirements that constrain executive
overreach.

This will provide much-needed fund-
ing and certainty to public land man-
agement agencies, like the National
Park Service, that have suffered tre-
mendous disruption over the past year.

The bill also protects funding for pro-
grams important to combating and
adapting to climate change. It rejects
House Republicans’ effort to gut fund-
ing for renewable energy and funds
USGS climate science.

Funding for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s environmental jus-
tice, a top target for this administra-
tion, is included at $30 million. The
continuation of these grants is a sharp
rebuke of this administration’s attack
on communities of color and low-in-
come communities facing high pollu-
tion burdens.

The bill also protects the arts and
humanities, maintaining the enacted
funding level for the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Humanities, which
the administration tried to eliminate
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entirely. This funding will support the
arts in communities across the coun-
try.

Finally, this bill supports Native
American families by investing in a
strong and resilient Indian Country, in-
cluding through education, public safe-
ty and justice, and healthcare pro-
grams.

Importantly, this bill strips out
every single partisan poison pill rider
that the Republicans tried to jam into
the process, including the pesticide 1li-
ability shield that would have let
chemical giants evade accountability.

This bill is significantly better than
a continuing resolution. It is not all
that we would want or all that we
should be delivering, but its invest-
ments will improve the lives of Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN), my very
good friend and distinguished chairman
of the Energy and Water Development
and Related Agencies Subcommittee of
Appropriations.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Chairman COLE for yielding
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 6938. As chairman of the Energy
and Water Development and Related
Agencies Subcommittee, I worked hard
to ensure this bill includes many House
Republican priorities.

The bill provides a total of $58 billion
to advance our national security,
strengthen our economy, and unleash
American energy dominance.

The bill delivers strong support for
our national defense and provides $25.4
billion for the National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration, prioritizing the
continued modernization of the nuclear
weapons stockpile and the TUnited
States Navy nuclear fleet.

The bill strengthens our Nation’s en-
ergy security by advancing American
leadership in deploying new nuclear
technologies and supporting the admin-
istration’s efforts to make full use of
our Nation’s vast fossil fuel resources.
The bill will reduce reliance on foreign
materials and secure the full supply
chain of critical minerals.

The bill furthers our Nation’s sci-
entific and technological leadership,
including a strong focus on laying the
groundwork for AI and quantum ef-
forts, by providing $8.4 billion for the
Department of Energy’s Office of
Science.

At the same time, the bill reduces
funding by over 29 percent across nu-
merous other Department programs,
including the applied energy tech-
nology offices, to ensure taxpayer re-
sources are focused on the highest pri-
ority research and development
projects.

The bill also strengthens our econ-
omy and promotes public safety, pro-
viding $10.3 billion for the great Army
Corps of Engineers, including full fund-
ing of harbor maintenance and over $2
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billion for flood and storm damage re-
duction, and continued support for the
highest priority, ongoing construction
projects on the inland waterways sys-
tem.

Additionally, the bill prioritizes
funding for the Bureau of Reclamation
for projects that increase water supply
and support drought resilience.

Mr. Speaker, there are many other
important provisions in the Energy and
Water bill, but before I conclude, I will
specifically congratulate and thank
Chairman CoOLE for being an out-
standing chairman of the full com-
mittee. He has let the cardinals do
their work. He has worked with Mem-
bers in the minority and the majority.
He has worked with Members of the
Senate and the House. Mr. Speaker, 1
also thank Ranking Member MARCY
KAPTUR and our colleagues across the
Capitol.

This is a strong bipartisan bill. It ad-
dresses America’s needs and is a great
bill, and it should get bipartisan sup-
port. This is a strong bill for America.

Mr. Speaker, I also thank the staff,
and I do not say this lightly: My staff,
Republican and Democratic staff,
worked up and through Christmas and
after Christmas to get this done. These
men and women are outstanding. They
do a great job. Let’s pass this great bill
for America.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. MENG), the distinguished
ranking member of the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee.

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this appropriations package.

As the ranking member of CJS, this
may not be the bill I would have draft-
ed if my Democratic colleagues and I
were in the majority, but it is a strong,
responsible compromise that meets the
needs of the American people. I will be
voting in favor, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

I am proud that this bill increases
funding for grants to State and local
law enforcement, including for Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services pro-
grams and the Violence Against
Women Act. These funds are vital for
the public safety of all of our local
communities and for victim services.

Earlier proposals, including the
President’s budget requests in the pre-
vious House bill, eliminated funding
for the community violence interven-
tion and prevention program. Thanks
to Democrats’ advocacy, we secured
level funding to continue this impor-
tant program in this bill.

Earlier proposals also zeroed out
funding for grant programs to prevent
hate crimes. I am proud that we en-
sured these programs will continue
without cuts.

We secured strong funding levels for
the Economic Development Adminis-
tration and the Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnership program, which both
work to create and preserve good jobs
in the United States.
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We continued and funded three agen-
cies that the Trump administration
wanted to eliminate entirely: the Mi-
nority Business Development Agency,
the Legal Services Corporation, and
the DOJ’s Community Relations Serv-
ice.

This bill also resoundingly rejects ef-
forts to cut funding for basic scientific
research, technology development, and
STEM education at NSF and NASA.

Importantly, this bill strengthens
congressional oversight and control
over funding for Federal agencies, to
ensure that they spend this money as
Congress intended rather than for their
own political purposes.

Last but not least, every single one
of the extreme, partisan policy riders
contained in the previous House CJS
bill has been removed from the bill be-
fore us today.

I am proud of the work we have done
in this bipartisan package. I thank
Chairman ToM COLE and his team, and
our subcommittee Chairman HAL ROG-
ERS and his team, for their coopera-
tion. I thank our ranking member of
the Appropriations Committee, ROSA
DELAURO, and her team, for her leader-
ship. I especially thank our Appropria-
tions subcommittee staff, Bob Bonner,
Jamie Wise, Nora Faye, and Faye Cobb,
for their tireless work on this, and also
Tom Dinegar and Rebecca Lee from my
individual office, as well.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill.
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Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CLOUD), my very good friend and
the distinguished vice chairman of the
Energy and Water and Related Agen-
cies Subcommittee of the Appropria-
tions Committee.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the fiscal year 2026
Energy and Water Appropriations Act.

As vice chair of the Energy and
Water Development and Related Agen-
cies Subcommittee, I am encouraged
by this bill’s historic commitment to
unleashing American energy domi-
nance, while also responsibly
stewarding taxpayer dollars.

We are at a time when our Nation is
at an energy crossroads. Certainly, as
we work to win the AI race against
China, energy dominance is manda-
tory. This bill appropriately allocates
resources to invest in our nuclear capa-
bilities, mining production, water re-
sources, and more.

Specifically, this bill repurposes
wasteful Biden administration spend-
ing on things like unproductive carbon
capture toward real infrastructure and
energy production capabilities. This in-
cludes $1.785 billion in total resources
for nuclear energy technology, $720
million in investments for fossil energy
production, and $190 million to improve
cybersecurity and grid resilience.

Unleashing American energy domi-
nance means truly building our produc-
tion and infrastructure to meet the
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modern demands, not just coming up
with more and more regulation.

A prime example of real building is
found in the $10.435 billion secured for
the Army Corps of Engineers and their
projects such as improvements to the
Matagorda and Corpus Christi Ship
Channels in south Texas. The Port of
Corpus Christi, for example, is the
leading energy exporter in the country,
and its strength is essential to our Na-
tion’s energy security.

In addition to these critical energy
investments, this bill points invest-
ments toward desalination projects,
drought response, and rural water sup-
plies so that our communities can re-
ceive much-needed relief and long-term
stability.

This bill gets us on the right path in
accomplishing the Trump administra-
tion’s goal of energy dominance and
leaves behind wasteful and destructive,
often counterproductive, Biden admin-
istration spending and regulation that
created things like the Office of Energy
Justice and Equity and crippled our ef-
ficient and cost-saving energy produc-
tion capabilities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I applaud
the Chair for his diligent work on this
piece, and I thank him for his guidance
on this committee. I look forward to
our continued work, and I encourage
support of this legislation.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Ms. McCoLLUM), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Defense
Subcommittee.

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Ranking Member DELAURO and
Chairman COLE for their work in bring-
ing this bipartisan package to the
floor. I especially thank Ranking Mem-
ber PINGREE and Chair SIMPSON. I serve
on the subcommittee with them.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this legislation that secures funding
for public safety, public infrastructure,
public lands and, yes, public health.
This bill will help reassert Congress’
Article I power of the purse and pro-
vide clear funding direction to this ad-
ministration.

I want to highlight how this bill
maintains funding to our trust and
treaty responsibilities to Indian Coun-
try. It continues to support education,
healthcare, public safety, and human
services for our Native American
brothers and sisters.

This bill maintains Indian Health
Service advanced appropriations,
which is targeted for elimination by
President Trump’s budget. I thank the
leaders for their work on making this
part of the bill. The Tribal leaders
fought hard to establish this advanced
appropriations security, and I am glad
it is included. I am so proud of our bi-
partisan ranking members working
hard to get this provision and this bill
across the line.

The
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I am pleased this bill includes nearly
$9 billion for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, a significant increase
over the House position and twice that
of what the White House had proposed
for the EPA.

This bill also fully funds the National
Endowment for the Arts and the Hu-
manities at $207 million each. This bill,
as has been pointed out, rejects all the
poison pill riders.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this appropriations bill.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. FRANKLIN).

Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong sup-
port of H.R. 6938, which includes the
FY26 Energy and Water Appropriations
bill.

This bill makes critical investments
in our national defense by increasing
Department of Energy defense program
funding by $912 million. This includes
$25.4 billion for the National Nuclear
Security Administration, an increase
of $1.3 billion. These funds ensure we
can maintain today’s nuclear stock-
pile, prepare for future needs, and mod-
ernize aging infrastructure that under-
pins our nuclear deterrent.

Our bill also delivers a nearly 10 per-
cent increase for naval reactors, ad-
vancing Columbia-class submarine re-
actor development, and supporting the
safe handling of naval spent fuel.

This package is not just about na-
tional defense. It reins in the Biden ad-
ministration’s climate agenda that dis-
mantled our energy independence and
hurt American consumers. Instead, it
refocuses the Federal Government on
affordable and reliable energy that will
drive down costs.

For Florida, this bill continues fund-
ing for critical infrastructure projects
that protect our waterways, help our
rural communities, and grow our econ-
omy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman.

Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, this is a huge win for our
national security and for all Ameri-
cans, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN), a member of
the Appropriations Committee.

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
negotiated FY26 Commerce, Justice,
Science; Energy and Water Develop-
ment; and Interior and Environment
Appropriations Act.

As a new member of the CJS Com-
mittee, I am pleased to have been part
of crafting this legislation. I thank my
fellow Appropriations Committee
members and staff for their extraor-
dinary hard work making this bill hap-
pen.

Despite being in the minority, Demo-
crats on the Appropriations Committee

The
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have fought for months to reject the
Trump administration’s proposed cuts
to crucial programs, programs that
make our communities safer and sup-
port our law enforcement. Our fight
was fruitful.

For example, we secured $50 million
for community violence intervention
and prevention initiative grants, de-
spite the President and the House Re-
publicans’ attempts to eliminate this
funding that so many of our local law
enforcement rely upon. These programs
have immeasurably reduced crime and
gun violence.

We successfully removed 76 partisan
policy riders that would have elimi-
nated firearms trafficking regulations,
climate change, and so much more.

Further, this bill provides $938 mil-
lion for STEM education so that we
can invest in the next generation of
innovators, despite the House Repub-
licans’ attempt to eliminate this fund-
ing.

Overall, this is a strong repudiation
of the Trump administration’s
antiscience agenda. The Interior and
Environment bill appropriates $8.8 bil-
lion for the EPA and includes provi-
sions to protect staffing levels at EPA
so that the agency can perform its mis-
sion to protect human health and the
environment.

The Energy and Water bill includes
strong funding for energy research and
innovation programs including energy
efficiency and renewable energy pro-
grams.

This isn’t just good for the environ-
ment. It is good for business. Amid ris-
ing energy demands and higher prices,
an increase of $3 million to the Weath-
erization Assistance Program will help
low-income households reduce their
home energy use.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman.

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, these bills, while not perfect,
reflect months of hard work by the
Democrats to fight against the admin-
istration’s cuts to vital programs and
services so many Americans rely upon.

They reassert Congress’ power of the
purse, impose checks on the adminis-
tration, and provide stability to our
country and economy by avoiding an-
other stopgap measure.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman COLE.
I thank the ranking member. It has
been a privilege to serve on this com-
mittee, and I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting the package.
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Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. ALFORD), my very good
friend.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chair and my good friend, Ranking
Member ROSA DELAURO, for their lead-
ership.

Mr. Speaker, for too long, Wash-
ington has governed by crisis: shut-
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down threats, continuing resolutions,
these omnibus bills, and backroom
deals that the American people never
asked for.

Mr. Speaker, this bill proves that
those days are coming to an end. The
Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy
and Water Development; and Interior
and Environment Appropriations Act,
2026 is bipartisan, bicameral, and built
the right way—from the ground up,
from subcommittees up.

It strengthens our national security,
restores American energy dominance,
backs law enforcement, combats illicit
drugs, and supports responsible land
management, all while spending less
than the current continuing resolution.

Mr. Speaker, that is not chaos. That
is responsible governing. There are no
poison pills, no partisan games, and
full-year funding that takes shutdown
leverage off the table and allows Amer-
ica to plan, build, and lead.

As an appropriator, I am proud of
what this bill delivers for Missouri’s
Fourth Congressional District. There
are several investments that I won’t go
into here, but I am proud of this proc-
ess. I am proud to be under the leader-
ship of ToMm COLE. I have never seen a
committee—and I know I have been on
your committee, as well. I have never
worked this hard in my life, but I have
never been more proud of what I am
able to do in this body and on this com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
bill.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. MRVAN), a member of the Appro-
priations Committee.

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member for this time.

Mr. Speaker, since my first day as an
elected Federal official, I sought to
serve on the House Appropriations
Committee because the work of this
committee is so critical to the eco-
nomic success of our Nation and the
safety of our communities.

This focus and interest are also what
led me to choose to be a member of the
Energy and Water Development and
Related Agencies Subcommittee and
the Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies Subcommittee. I am
so pleased today that a reasonable and
bipartisan version of these two meas-
ures is included in this legislation.

I thank the ranking member and the
chairman of both the full committee
and these subcommittees, as well as all
the dedicated staff, for their similar
commitment to put in the hours, find
common ground, and move these essen-
tial bills forward.

Notably, I express my profound ap-
preciation for the inclusion of the com-
munity project funding requests in
these measures, including the funds
specific to the members of northwest
Indiana law enforcement agencies. I
am grateful every day for the selfless
service and sacrifice that first respond-
ers, including our local police, fire de-
partments, and emergency personnel,
provide to our communities every day.
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These requested funds will ensure
that our officers and public safety per-
sonnel have the resources that they
need to carry out their responsibilities
safely and effectively, while ensuring
that families in northwest Indiana can
live, work, play, and raise their chil-
dren without fear.

I thank the leaders of this committee
for advocating for a transparent proc-
ess that allows Members to advocate
safely for the well-being of the commu-
nities that we represent and for
prioritizing the protection of north-
west Indiana and our neighborhoods.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to sup-
porting this measure and continuing to
work with the Appropriations Com-
mittee to deliver real, meaningful pub-
lic safety investments for the people
whom I serve.

Mr. Speaker, I also thank ROSA
DELAURO, our ranking member, and
Chairman COLE for the countless hours
truly working in a bipartisan way and
being an example to me of how people
should work together for the interests
of our Nation. I thank them both very
much for their work on this bill, and it
is a pleasure to serve on their com-
mittee.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. STRONG), my very good
friend and distinguished vice chairman
of the Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies Subcommittee of the
Appropriations Committee.

Mr. STRONG. Mr. Speaker, as vice
chair of the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee, I rise in strong support of
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, our Republic is alive
and well. This bill refocuses Washing-
ton’s spending. It cuts waste, restores
accountability, and delivers on Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda. It cracks down
on fentanyl and foreign adversaries, de-
fends American values and principles,
and ensures that taxpayer dollars are
spent on public safety and national se-
curity, not bloated bureaucracy.

It provides strong support for State
and local law enforcement partner-
ships, and it defends the Second
Amendment and America’s right to
bear arms.

Republicans are working to advance
regular order and deliver results for
the American people—reliable and af-
fordable energy, strong national secu-
rity, safe communities, and long-term
fiscal responsibility. The appropria-
tions process works for America.

I also highlight the provisions impor-
tant to my community and, as a result,
the security of our Nation. This bill en-
sures continued American dominance
in space, making crucial investments
that secure the future of the space
launch system, human landing system,
and nuclear thermal propulsion, for all
of which Marshall Space Flight Center
in north Alabama plays a central role.

These investments reinforce Amer-
ica’s leadership in space through com-
petition and innovation, while
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strengthening our national security,
protecting taxpayers’ dollars, and en-
suring NASA remains focused on re-
sults.

This legislation returns the FBI to
its core mission and ensures that our
dedicated FBI agents are back in the
field and out of the beltway. There is
no better place to achieve this than the
FBI Redstone in Huntsville, Alabama.
We are making America safe and se-
cure again.

This is a responsible bill that sup-
ports law enforcement, strengthens na-
tional security, and puts America first.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman COLE,
Ranking Member DELAURO, and Chair-
man ROGERS for their steady leadership
throughout this process, and I thank
the subcommittee staff for their hard
work on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this bill. Our time is now.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Puerto
Rico (Mr. HERNANDEZ).

Mr. HERNANDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of this bill because in-
vesting in energy infrastructure, edu-
cation, and public safety is not op-
tional. It is essential.

Mr. Speaker, I will focus on what this
bill does for the people of Puerto Rico.
I have the honor to represent them in
the United States Congress.

This bill incorporates one of my
amendments and assigns $235 million
for the Department of Energy to sup-
port grid modernization in the 50
States and Puerto Rico, which so dire-
1y needs it.

This bill also incorporates another of
my amendments to provide $14 million
to the Corps of Engineers that could
support water infrastructure projects
in Puerto Rico, which so direly needs
it.

In this bill, we also secured $1.7 mil-
lion in community project funding that
updates crime prevention technology
in Juana Diaz, provides new patrol ve-
hicles in Cabo Rojo, and supports
STEM education in San Juan.

This bill is an important step in de-
livering Federal funding for Puerto
Rico and communities across the
United States. I praise the bipartisan
work led by the chairman and ranking
member. Let’s continue marching for-
ward and finish the six remaining bills.
The American people deserve a Con-
gress that works for them.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my thanks to
Chairman COLE, an incredible partner
in working on all 12 appropriations
bills.

The Appropriations Committee is the
lifeblood of the government. It is a
place where you can only achieve work
on behalf of the American people
through bipartisan, bicameral legisla-
tion. Without it, we know what hap-
pens: the catastrophe with the con-
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tinuing resolutions that go on forever,
or the government shuts down. That is
not a path to success on behalf of the
people of this country.

Mr. Speaker, I continue to say that it
is the lifeblood of our government.
Those of us who serve on the Appro-
priations Committee know that. I will
be bold in saying that, quite frankly, if
they left these things to us, we would
get them done. In this regard, we have.
We are through six bills. We have six
more to go. We are going to get this
done, and we are going to meet the
January 30 deadline.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this bill.
I am proud of the process that pro-
duced it.
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We have shown good faith, bipartisan
negotiation is still possible in an era of
increasing polarization, and the kind of
constructive conversations that pro-
duced this package continue with re-
gard to the remaining six funding bills.
The negotiations are ongoing. We
haven’t stopped the conversations in
order for us to meet that January 30
deadline, and I remain confident that
we can meet the deadline and avoid an-
other continuing resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I will begin by recog-
nizing the hard work of my distin-
guished ranking member and my very
good friend, Ms. DELAURO from Con-
necticut. We have had the opportunity
to work together for a long time in a
variety of capacities, and I particularly
appreciate the cooperation, the biparti-
sanship, and the professionalism that
she and her whole staff always show
when we sit down. To paraphrase my
friend, if they would just leave us
alone, we will get this job done. I could
not have a better working partner than
my good friend from Connecticut.

I am very proud that this bill is, as
my friend said, bipartisan. This has
been in negotiation at every level, and
the ranking member and I have worked
hard to push the decisionmaking down
to the subcommittee levels as much as
we possibly can. I know we have both
told our respective chairmen and rank-
ing members: ‘“‘Hey, if you don’t send
us anything up, you are making us
happy. We want you to make the deci-
sions.”” The members of the sub-
committees know the subject matter
better than anybody else. They have
done the hearings. They have done the
work. They work well. The higher up
the food chain it goes, frankly, the
more political the decisions become
and the less informed. Let the people
who have actually done the work write
the bills. In this case, in these three
and the three preceding bills, that is
exactly what happened, and I couldn’t
be more pleased with that result.

I would be remiss not to build on a
remark my friend, Ms. MCCOLLUM,
made in her speech. I am very proud of
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this bill on Native-American issues,
which have been a bipartisan priority
over the years. I am proud of all of my
cardinals and all of my ranking mem-
bers, but particularly the relationship
between Mr. SIMPSON and Ms. PINGREE,
which we have seen on this committee
before, and my friend, Ms. McCOLLUM,
who also has chaired this sub-
committee earlier in her career. As a
matter of fact, we worked together on
the matter that she mentioned in
terms of forward-funding for Indian
healthcare. It has just been a pleasure
in these areas where we have so much
in common and a common commit-
ment to fulfill our trust obligations.

I, for one, am very proud of the com-
munity projects in this bill. It allows
the Members, not just on our com-
mittee, but across the entire Congress,
to do things that they think are impor-
tant for their constituents. They are
the best people to make that judgment
because they represent them in the
House.

My friend, again, Ms. DELAURO, has
worked over the years to build a sys-
tem that will make sure that these
things are used appropriately, hon-
estly, and openly. We continue to work
together on that matter. Again, I am
very proud of her.

Mr. Speaker, I want to join every
other speaker today, which is unusual
in a very partisan-polarized era, to
urge the passage of this bill. We have
worked together. We have worked in
good faith. We have worked effectively.
We have actually cut spending in these
bills collectively. I think we have a
common commitment to get the most
out of our tax dollars.

I think this is a three-bill package,
as the previous three-bill package was,
that Members of this body can be proud
of, should point to, and should cele-
brate. When we have bipartisan, bi-
cameral cooperation and work to-
gether, we can get the job done and do
a great job for the American people. 1
share my good friend Ms. DELAURO’S
opinion in this case, that is exactly
what we did.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for the
bill and urge its passage. I urge my col-
leagues to support this, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOLDMAN of Texas). All time for debate
has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 977,
the previous question is ordered.

Pursuant to section 4(a) of House
Resolution 977, the Chair will put the
question on retaining Division A of the
bill, and then retaining Divisions B and
C.

The question is: Shall Division A of
the bill be retained?

Pursuant to section 4(b) of House
Resolution 977, the yeas and nays are
ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX and
the order of the House of today, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.
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FINISH THE ARKANSAS VALLEY
CONDUIT ACT—VETO MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 2, 2026, the unfinished business is
the further consideration of the veto
message of the President on the bill
(H.R. 131) to make certain modifica-
tions to the repayment for the Arkan-
sas Valley Conduit in the State of Col-
orado.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding?

(For veto message, see proceedings of
the House of January 2, 2026, at page
H6135.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN),
the ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the veto
message of the President of the United
States to H.R. 131.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
131, the Finish the Arkansas Valley
Conduit Act, facilitates the construc-
tion of the Arkansas Valley Conduit, or
AVC, by easing the repayment require-
ments for project beneficiaries.

The AVC is designed to provide pota-
ble water from Pueblo Reservoir to 39
communities in southeastern Colorado,
many of which are dependent on
groundwater supplies that contain un-
acceptable levels of naturally-occur-
ring heavy metals and radionuclides.
According to the Southeastern Colo-
rado Water Conservancy District, 18 of
those communities are currently fail-
ing to meet Federal drinking water
standards due to these contaminants.

H.R. 131 passed the House Committee
on Natural Resources and then the
House of Representatives in July 2025.
However, President Trump has re-
turned H.R. 131 to the House without
his approval. I respect the administra-
tion’s views on this legislation and its
commitment to fiscal responsibility.
President Trump’s record demonstrates
a commitment to prioritizing
unleashing abundant water supplies
across the West.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in 1962, Congress au-
thorized a 130-mile pipeline, known as
the Arkansas Valley Conduit, to de-
liver clean, reliable water to commu-
nities in southeastern Colorado. More
than 60 years later, the project remains
uncompleted, while communities in the
region continue to face unreliable
water supplies and serious water qual-
ity challenges.

The drinking water sources they rely
on are often contaminated with unsafe
levels of radium, uranium, and other
pollutants. Treating these contami-
nants places a significant burden on
rural communities and forces many
families to rely on bottled water or ex-
pensive filtration systems to meet
basic needs that we all take for grant-
ed.
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The Arkansas Valley Conduit was de-
signed to address these challenges, but
the project is still not completed large-
1y because the communities that it will
serve do not have the financial capac-
ity to meet the traditional repayment
obligations. They need our help.

For over a decade, the Colorado dele-
gation has worked to advance this
project so that families in southeastern
Colorado can finally have access to
clean, safe drinking water. Senators
BENNET and HICKENLOOPER helped se-
cure $500 million through the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act for
this project that was a major step to-
ward completion.

Last year, this body worked in a bi-
partisan manner to pass H.R. 131. Now,
as introduced, Representative
BOEBERT’s bill did raise some concerns
about removing interest payments and
extending the repayment period, but
our colleagues in the Senate worked to
address these shared concerns, and we
in the Natural Resources Committee
came together to build on that work to
ensure that this legislation addresses
the real water reliability challenges
facing the people of southeastern Colo-
rado while remaining consistent with
core reclamation law principles.

Together, Congress sent the Presi-
dent a carefully negotiated and nar-
rowly tailored bipartisan bill to sup-
port the completion of this project.

The administration has no problem
subsidizing water for certain stake-
holders, including large-scale agricul-
tural projects, yet when it comes to a
tailored bill to ensure access to safe
drinking water for rural communities,
unfortunately, the President has taken
a different path.

Now, we are going to talk about the
merits of this bill today, I am sure, but
we all know that this veto has nothing
to do with fiscal policy, nothing to do
with the merits. There has been exten-
sive reporting that raises broader con-
cerns about the administration’s pos-
ture toward the State of Colorado and
even toward the sponsor of this bill.

We know what this veto was about,
and the message that that sends to Col-
orado and communities awaiting the
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completion of the Arkansas Valley
Conduit is deeply troubling.

Meanwhile, and the good news, is
that this Congress has kept working to
find a solution, and the legislation be-
fore us today is reasonably negotiated
and bipartisan. It is going to help com-
munities who have waited too long to
finally have clean water.

I thank my colleagues for their com-
mitment to working with us to reach
the language before us today. I am
deeply disappointed that the President
chose to veto a bill that would help
communities gain access to clean
drinking water. The communities of
southeastern Colorado deserve better,
and today we have a bipartisan oppor-
tunity to do that for them.

I express my support and urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on overriding
the President’s veto, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 6 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT), the lead
sponsor of this legislation.

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman of our House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the ranking
member of our committee for all the
work that has been put in on this legis-
lation. I also thank my colleagues in
the Senate for their work on this im-
portant bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in favor of today’s veto override
to ensure my bill, H.R. 131, becomes
law.

In December of last year, this com-
monsense, bipartisan, and bicameral
bill passed both the House and Senate
unanimously. The nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office has estimated
that my bill will not result in a meas-
urable increase to Federal spending.

H.R. 131, the Finish the Arkansas
Valley Conduit Act, will help small
rural communities in southeast Colo-
rado finally complete a Federal water
project that was authorized in 1962
under the Kennedy administration.

Radium, uranium, and other natu-
rally occurring elements are found in
the surface and groundwater of south-
eastern Colorado, and the water qual-
ity is problematic year-round because
of its salinity, selenium, sulfate, hard-
ness, and manganese levels.

The Bureau of Reclamation has found
that these contamination levels are so
severe that local communities could
see the costs of their drinking water
triple without this legislation.

Contrary to what the veto message
states, my bill does not authorize any
additional Federal funding. It simply
modifies the repayment terms for
small rural communities in my district
so they are able to afford their 35 per-
cent cost share of the project that they
are statutorily obligated to repay.

After the project broke ground, infla-
tion took place. Costs doubled under
the previous administration. The price
tag of this project doubled due to con-
struction and labor costs.

Once completed, the Arkansas Valley
Conduit will provide 7,500 acre-feet of
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water per year to as many as 50,000
Coloradans across 40 different commu-
nities in Pueblo, Otero, Bent, Kiowa,
Prowers, Crowley, and Baca Counties.

I boldly remind my colleagues here
today that this project broke ground
during the first Trump administration
in 2020 due to major investments from
the Trump-led Bureau of Reclamation
and the State of Colorado.

From 1962 until 2020, only $24 million
had been invested in this project. In
2020, President Trump and his team,
his administration, did the right thing,
continuing with their commitment to
improve Western water infrastructure.
He more than doubled the Federal in-
vestments in this project with $28 mil-
lion going toward it. The State of Colo-
rado then invested over $100 million in
this project.

Former Secretary of the Interior
David Bernhardt personally attended
the groundbreaking of the AVC and
retweeted: ‘“For nearly 60 years, Colo-
rado’s leaders have worked to move the
Arkansas Valley Conduit forward.”

The Trump administration got it
done.

A press release from the Department
of the Interior announcing the
groundbreaking reads: ‘“Western water
supply reliability and infrastructure
investments has been a priority for
President Trump and his administra-
tion.”

This bill makes good on not only a
60-year plus commitment without
wasting hundreds of millions of dollars
in State and local and Federal invest-
ments, but it also makes good on Presi-
dent Trump’s commitment to rural
communities, to Western water issues.

President Trump’s commitment to
Western water supply and reliability
will be upheld, and the Arkansas Val-
ley Conduit will finally be completed.

We were able to get this bill passed
and sent to the White House the right
way, the way that I have fought for
since I have been in Congress. This is a
piece of legislation that has gone
through committee, has been nego-
tiated, has been debated, has gone back
and forth between both Chambers, and
we were able to pass this single-subject
legislation all the way through with
unanimous support in this body and in
the Senate. It is something I am very,
very proud of, and it is past time that
we finally fulfill the promise that the
Federal Government made to the com-
munities I represent in Colorado. I urge
my colleagues to support this override
to finish the Arkansas Valley Conduit.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. NEGUSE).

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member for the time. I
support this bill for many reasons. I
support it for the reasons that were ar-
ticulated by the sponsor, my colleague
from Colorado, Ms. BOEBERT; by the
ranking member; and by the chairman.
I think they have ably explained why
this water infrastructure project for
southeastern Colorado is so critical, a
project 60 years in the making.
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I support it because, as was noted,
there are no cogent issues with this bill
as were purportedly articulated in the
veto message from President Trump.
Far from it, this bill will cost tax-
payers virtually nothing as was ref-
erenced. It makes good on a promise to
the people of rural Colorado.

I support the bill because I believe
that the people of Otero County and
Bent County and Crowley County de-
serve access to clean water just as
every citizen of the great State that I
serve and that Ms. BOEBERT serves,
that Mr. HURD serves, and my other
colleagues in the Colorado congres-
sional delegation deserve.
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I think what is perhaps missing from
this debate, and it is important for us
to level with the American people, is:
Why are we here? Why, despite all the
reasons that this bill makes a whole
lot of sense? Why, despite the fact that
this bill passed unanimously in the
House and in the Senate, Mr. Speaker?
Why did the President veto this bill?

We are here, unfortunately and pro-
foundly, because the President has de-
clared war on our State. In the last 40
days, he has taken step after step to
harm the people whom I serve and
whom I represent. He is denying dis-
aster assistance for folks in Rio Blanco
County and down south in La Plata
County. He is freezing childcare assist-
ance and food assistance for hungry
families across our State and trying to
dismantle a scientific institution in
my district. Now, he is denying access
to clean water to 50,000 people in south-
eastern Colorado.

It is unconscionable.

Now, I am speaking to my Demo-
cratic colleagues. To be clear, it is im-
portant in this moment for Members to
support this override and ensure that
this promise that was made to the peo-
ple of southeastern Colorado is not im-
paired and is not abrogated by the
President’s retaliation against the
State of Colorado. We cannot let that
become the new normal.

I will say to all of my colleagues: As
you consider where you land on this
particular vote, let me be abundantly
clear. It does not matter if your com-
munity supported Donald Trump po-
litically. If we don’t take this step,
then, trust me, no town is safe, no
county is safe, and no State is safe
from political retaliation by the ad-
ministration. We will be back here on
the floor debating a veto for a project
in Arkansas or in Texas or in Ohio.

The House has an opportunity, in my
view, to do the right thing on the mer-
its and to support this important legis-
lation that Ms. BOEBERT has intro-
duced and that she has fought for with
our colleagues in the Senate, Senator
BENNET and Senator HICKENLOOPER.

I am urging every Member of this
body: Put aside political differences.
Recognize that this is a bill you al-
ready supported as recently as last
month. Recognize that it is going to
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have a dramatic and consequential im-
pact on a lot of hardworking Ameri-
cans in the rural parts of our country.
Vote in the affirmative on the override.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 8 minutes to the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. HURD).

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to urge my colleagues to
vote to override the President’s veto of
H.R. 131, the Finish the Arkansas Val-
ley Conduit Act.

This is not a symbolic vote. It is not
messaging. It is not partisan. This is a
test of whether Congress keeps its word
not just to southeastern Colorado but
to every community in every State and
district that depends on Federal com-
mitments being honored.

For those of us who represent the
American West, this vote is personal.
In the West, water means survival. It
means whether communities grow or
disappear, whether agriculture sur-
vives, and whether moms can trust the
water they give their kids out of the
tap. Westerners understand something
instinctively: When the government
makes a water promise, it should keep

it.

In 1962, Congress authorized the Ar-
kansas Valley Conduit to deliver safe
drinking water to rural communities in
southeastern Colorado. These commu-
nities grow amazing watermelons, can-
taloupes, and chilies, and support fami-
lies who ranch and raise livestock.

When we talk about honoring Federal
commitments, we are talking about
whether the people who grow our food
can have clean water.

Decades later, that promise remains
unfinished. More than 50,000 Colo-
radans, across a distance spanning
more than some Eastern States, still
rely on contaminated and radioactive
groundwater. Eighteen systems are
under enforcement orders for violating
EPA standards. These are real families,
real towns, and real public health con-
sequences.

Rural Colorado and rural America
more broadly voted overwhelmingly for
this President and for an agenda that
promised they would not be forgotten.
They expected Washington to keep its
word, not abandon them midway.

H.R. 131 doesn’t expand this drinking
water project, authorize new construc-
tion, increase the Federal share, or cre-
ate any new entitlement. It doesn’t
bail out any mismanagement. It simply
gives rural communities more time and
flexibility to repay the Federal Gov-
ernment. It extends the repayment pe-
riod and lowers the interest rate in
cases of economic hardship. It prevents
hundreds of millions of dollars from
being stranded mid-construction. It
lets communities doing their part and
repaying the government finally access
clean water.

This bill passed both Houses unani-
mously. Republicans and Democrats
from across the entire country all
agreed: This is a project worth com-
pleting, not abandoning.

Mr. Speaker, veto overrides are rare,
and they should be. However, the Con-
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stitution gave Congress this authority
for moments exactly like this: when
the legislative branch speaks with
unity and clarity, and the executive
branch says no anyway.

In modern congressional history, it is
extraordinarily rare, and perhaps un-
precedented, for a President to veto a
bill that passed both Chambers unani-
mously while his party holds unified
control of the government. That should
give every Member pause.

If Congress cannot keep a clear, long-
standing, bipartisan commitment like
this, then what message does that send
to communities in every State and
every district relying on similar com-
mitments? What certainty do they
have that our word means anything?

Yesterday, the administration issued
a statement opposing this override,
claiming it continues failed policies of
the past and burdens taxpayers with a
local water project. This is not a new
water project. It is a federally author-
ized water system underway for dec-
ades with consistent bipartisan con-
gressional support. This exact project
was previously celebrated by this
President himself. On October 3, 2020,
President Trump’s Department of the
Interior issued a press release titled:
“Trump administration breaks ground
on long-awaited Arkansas Valley Con-
duit to bring safe, clean water to rural
Colorado communities.”’

Earlier that year, the President vis-
ited Colorado and praised the Arkansas
Valley Conduit. He said that we got the
money to begin construction. His own
Secretary of the Interior broke ground
on this project.

If the project was worth supporting
in a campaign rally and celebrating at
a groundbreaking, then surely it is
worth finishing. It was the right posi-
tion then, and it is the right position
now.

Mr. Speaker, if a bill that passed
unanimously that costs almost nothing
and fulfills a 60-year Federal promise
and protects public health can be ve-
toed under these circumstances, then
bipartisan work in this institution is
at risk.

I ask my colleagues: How would you
feel if a project like this in your dis-
trict that was passed unanimously and
fulfilled a decades-long promise was ve-
toed anyway? That is what these rural
communities are facing.

Mr. Speaker, my constituents are
watching, and your constituents are
watching, to see whether Congress

means what it says. This vote is not
about defying a President. It is about
defending Congress. It is about
strengthening this institution and
standing for the people who trust us to
fight for them.

For those of us who represent the
West, this is also about standing to-
gether. Western water projects are
long-term, complex, and federally driv-
en by necessity. If Congress walks
away from a 60-year commitment mid-
project, then no Western project is
truly secure, and no district anywhere
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in the country can trust that a Federal
infrastructure promise will be kept.

I ran for Congress to fight for my dis-
trict, even when it is difficult, even
when it is uncomfortable, and even
when the outcome is uncertain. This is
one of those moments.
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Mr. Speaker, some of my colleagues
may be feeling pressure today to accept
the veto. I get it. However, I would ask
every Member to consider the pressure
felt by the communities they rep-
resent, especially those in rural Amer-
ica who need infrastructure built, who
need clean water, and who need Wash-
ington to mean what it says.

What does it say to them, to all of
our constituents, if this institution
makes this kind of commitment and
walks away when it matters most?

This override is about finishing what
we started, honoring commitments,
protecting taxpayer dollars, and stand-
ing by rural communities. Yes, it is
also about protecting this institution.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge
my colleagues to vote to override the
veto of H.R. 131.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I really, in this moment, could care
less about Ms. BOEBERT’S politics or
Mr. HURD’s politics. What I see before
us is a piece of legislation that does an
awful lot of good for people, a bill that
was carefully negotiated, is bipartisan,
and is common sense.

It is a water infrastructure bill, and
every Member of this House looked
past their political differences and did
the right thing when we passed this
unanimously out of the House of Rep-
resentatives. That was Congress just
doing its job.

If a mnoncontroversial, bipartisan,
good bill like this can be taken hostage
and become a weapon for settling polit-
ical scores, well, it may not be in your
State, it may not be in your district,
but that could happen and will happen
to any of us.

Mr. Speaker, this may seem like a
little water infrastructure bill, but this
is a bigger moment than that. This is a
bit of a Spartacus moment for the
Members of this body because any of us
could face this, and we are about to
find out.

I hope the people of this country are
watching. I know history is actually
going to be watching what happens
here because if Congress is able to
override this veto, it is a statement
that even in a moment of extreme po-
larization, dysfunction, and conflict,
we were able to get some work done.
That would be Congress doing its job. If
we fail to override this veto, that
would say something much, much more
troubling.

I urge my colleagues to do the right
thing, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
spect the administration’s views on
this legislation, and I respect my col-
leagues from Colorado’s passion for
their districts and for their State.
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I yield back the balance of my time,
and I move the previous question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered.

There was no objection.

The question is, Will the House, on
reconsideration, pass the bill, the ob-
jections of the President to the con-
trary notwithstanding?

Under the Constitution,
must be by the yeas and nays.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings will be postponed.

—————

MICCOSUKEE RESERVED AREA
AMENDMENTS ACT—VETO MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 2, 2026, the unfinished business is
the further consideration of the veto
message of the President on the bill
(H.R. 504) to amend the Miccosukee Re-
served Area Act to authorize the ex-
pansion of the Miccosukee Reserved
Area and to carry out activities to pro-
tect structures within the Osceola
Camp from flooding, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding?

(For veto message, see proceedings of
the House of January 2, 2026, at page

the vote

H6136.)
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.

WESTERMAN) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN),
the ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the veto message of the President of
the United States to the bill H.R. 504.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today as
President Trump has returned H.R. 504,
the Miccosukee Reserved Area Amend-
ments Act, to the House of Representa-
tives without his approval.

H.R. 504, sponsored by Representative
GIMENEZ, would amend the Miccosukee
Reserved Area Act, or MRAA, to in-
clude the Osceola Camp, a Tribal vil-
lage within the Everglades, as part of
the Miccosukee Reserved Area. It also
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directs the Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Tribe, to safe-
guard structures within the Osceola
Camp from flooding events.

The Miccosukee Tribe is currently
located in the Greater Everglades in
southern Florida. Following Federal
recognition of the Tribe in 1962, the
Miccosukee’s northernmost villages
within what became Everglades Na-
tional Park were managed under a spe-
cial use permit until 1998, when Con-
gress placed that permit framework
with the MRAA, authorizing the
Tribe’s use of the area and noting it as
Indian Country.

The original law did not include
Osceola Camp. H.R. 504 would include
the Osceola Camp in the Miccosukee
Reserved Area and formalize a partner-
ship between the Tribe and the Federal
Government to address flooding risk in
the area.

H.R. 504 passed the House Committee
on Natural Resources in June 2025 and
the House of Representatives in July
2025.

However, I respect the President’s
views on this legislation and his com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Natural Resources Committee is
entrusted with working on behalf of In-
dian Country. While we don’t always
agree on everything, we have a long
history of bipartisan work and a shared
commitment to advancing legislation
that benefits Tribal communities. H.R.
504 is one clear example of this. It ad-
dresses longstanding challenges caused
by past Federal policies, and it is an
opportunity—I would argue, an obliga-
tion—to support the Miccosukee Tribe
in their efforts to protect their home-
lands.

President Trump has undermined
that work, vetoing this bill based on
unrelated policy disputes and a funda-
mental misunderstanding of Tribal sov-
ereignty.

H.R. 504 would expand the
Miccosukee Reserved Area to include
Osceola Camp, which would strengthen
the Tribe’s ability to self-govern and,
importantly, to address serious flood-
ing concerns facing the village. This bi-
partisan bill is narrow, targeted, and
respects Tribal sovereignty.

After reviewing the President’s state-
ment regarding his veto, it is very
clear that this decision was not limited
to the merits of the bill or to any par-
ticular policy. Instead, his statement
criticizes the Tribe for actions taken to
protect the Everglades, their home-
lands, from environmental risks. It
even takes issue with the Tribe’s oppo-
sition to his administration’s unpopu-
lar immigration policies.

Moreover, the statement reflects a
fundamental misunderstanding of Trib-
al Nations and the obligations that the
United States has to those sovereign
governments. Let me be clear: Tribes
are not special interests. They are not
seeking special treatment. They are
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sovereign nations with legal and moral
responsibilities to protect the well-
being of their citizens, their home-
lands, and the United States has a gov-
ernment-to-government responsibility
to work with them. Unrelated policy
disagreements should never be used to
undermine that relationship.

The Miccosukee Tribe has worked for
generations to protect their homelands
within the Everglades. H.R. 504 would
ensure that a historic Tribal village is
protected, while allowing for critical
restoration efforts to move forward
without displacing the community.

It is pretty straightforward. It is
noncontroversial. It was broadly uni-
versally bipartisan. It never should
have been vetoed.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 504. Vote ‘‘yes’ on over-
riding this veto. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no requests for time. I am pre-
pared to close, and I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, it is disappointing that
I must rise to support this veto over-
ride of the Miccosukee Reserved Area
Amendments Act.

It is a very commonsense bill, as our
unanimous vote in both houses of Con-
gress clearly demonstrated. It is sim-
ple. This act would absorb the Osceola
Camp into the Miccosukee Reservation
and directs the Tribe and Department
of the Interior to jointly protect the
camp from flooding.
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This work is already underway, as we
speak, but let’s address the erroneous
reasons that it was vetoed.

First, it does not appropriate or au-
thorize any new spending. The Congres-
sional Budget Office verified that.

This bill in no way bestows special
treatment, as it was alleged in the veto
message, because the site wasn’t au-
thorized when it was inhabited.

On these points, it appears the Presi-
dent’s staff gave him bad advice, bad
facts, or both.

The reality is, the Tribe came to the
Everglades after being driven from
their homes in the early 1800s. As the
Miccosukee moved to what is now Ev-
erglades National Park, they formed
temporary camps on tree islands. The
water that flows through our River of
Grass was a source of food, water, and
a means of transit.

Depot Tiger settled on a tree island
at the turn of the 20th century. Her
son, John Tiger Poole, was born there
and later helped found the Osceola
Camp. However, the construction of a
new major roadway split their camp,
and it dried up the water that they re-
lied upon, forcing the family to move
to a different part of their camp.
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Family members still live, visit, and
protect the land where Depot Tiger’s
home once stood.

None of these facts are in dispute, as
my Republican colleagues, who spon-
sored and voted for this, well know.

Protecting this land and the
Miccosukees’ ability to live there must
never be sacrificed by party politics or
revenge.

This bill was introduced by House
and Senate Republicans, backed by the
Florida delegation, and approved
unanimously. This is hardly a can-
didate for a veto.

Our Nation made a commitment to
the Miccosukee, and hundreds of other
Tribes, to protect their lands, re-
sources, and sovereignty. Congress
must stand by that commitment and
override the President’s veto.

The sanctity of Native-American
lands is something that is of the ut-
most importance to Native-American
Tribes, and all of us in this country
that represent Native-American lands
and Native Americans make a commit-
ment regularly that we are going to
help protect those rights.

Allowing this veto to stand flies in
the face of that, especially because
each of us, in both Houses of Congress,
lent our votes to this legislation. There
are times for vetoes, and I have seen
Presidents in both parties issue a veto
and then robust and healthy debate
plays out on this floor for good reason
and Members decide where they want
to land, but that is always when we
have seen a result that was mixed,
where there were people who voted
against the bill. No one voted against
this bill.

This bill is entirely noncontroversial,
and it is so narrowly focused that it
makes absolutely no sense other than
the interest in vengeance that seems to
have emanated in this result.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote to override this inappropriate and
unfortunate veto.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, to state the obvious,
this bill has nothing to do with immi-
gration. It is a very important bill,
though, about Tribal sovereignty. It is
a well-crafted bill. It is bipartisan. It is
noncontroversial. Someone in the
White House has decided to use it as a
hostage to play politics, very petty and
personal politics because of score set-
tling.

They have chosen to do that, but
that doesn’t mean that all of us have
to be used as pawns to advance that
nastiness. This veto signal sends a ter-
rible message, and it comes after a
year of uncertainty in Indian Country,
which included significant funding
cuts, workforce reductions, and a with-
draw of key executive orders that were
designed to support Tribes.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
do the right thing by the Miccosukee
Tribe and pass this veto override. Let’s
ensure that this Tribe continues to
have access to the historic Osceola
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Camp and their homelands remain pro-
tected for future generations.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
spect the administration’s views on
this legislation. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, and I move the pre-
vious question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MORAN). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding?

Under the Constitution,
must be by the yeas and nays.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question will
be postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
0 1430

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. FINE) at 2 o’clock and 30
minutes p.m.

the vote

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Retaining Division A of H.R. 6938;

Retaining Divisions B and C of H.R.
6938;

Passage of H.R. 6938;

Passage of H.R. 504, the objections of
the President to the contrary notwith-
standing;

Passage of H.R. 131, the objections of
the President to the contrary not with-
standing; and

Adoption of House Resolution 780.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE;
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT; AND INTERIOR AND ENVI-
RONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2026

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the order
of the House today, the unfinished
business is the vote on retaining Divi-
sion A of H.R. 6938, making consoli-
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dated appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes, on which the yeas and

nays were ordered.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.

The

question is on retaining Division A of

the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 375, nays 47,
not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 5]
YEAS—375

Adams Diaz-Balart Jackson (IL)
Aderholt Dingell Jacobs
Aguilar Doggett James
Alford Downing Jayapal
Amo Dunn (FL) Jeffries
Amodei (NV) Edwards Johnson (LA)
Ansari Elfreth Johnson (SD)
Arrington Ellzey Johnson (TX)
Auchincloss Emmer Jordan
Babin Espaillat Joyce (OH)
Bacon Estes Joyce (PA)
Balderson Evans (CO) Kamlager-Dove
Balint Evans (PA) Kaptur
Barr Ezell Kean
Barragan Fallon Keating
Barrett Fedorchak Kelly (IL)
Baumgartner Feenstra Kelly (MS)
Beatty Fields Kelly (PA)
Bell Figures Kennedy (NY)
Bentz Finstad Khanna
Bera Fischbach Kiggans (VA)
Bergman Fitzgerald Kiley (CA)
Bice Fitzpatrick Kim
Bilirakis Fleischmann Krishnamoorthi
Bishop Fletcher Kustoff
Boebert Flood LaHood
Bonamici Fong LaLota
Bost Foster Landsman
Boyle (PA) Foushee Langworthy
Bresnahan Foxx Larsen (WA)
Brown Frankel, Lois Larson (CT)
Brownley Franklin, Scott Latimer
Buchanan Friedman Latta
Budzinski Frost Lawler
Bynum Fry Lee (FL)
Calvert Fulcher Lee (NV)
Carbajal Garamendi Lee (PA)
Carey Garbarino Leger Fernandez
Carson Garcia (CA) Letlow
Carter (GA) Garcia (IL) Levin
Carter (LA) Garcia (TX) Liccardo
Carter (TX) Gillen Lieu
Casar Gimenez Lofgren
Case Golden (ME) Loudermilk
Casten Goldman (NY) Lucas
Castor (FL) Goldman (TX) Luna
Castro (TX) Gomez Luttrell
Cherfilus- Gonzales, Tony Lynch

McCormick Gonzalez, V. Mace
Chu Gooden Mackenzie
Ciscomani Goodlander Magaziner
Cisneros Gottheimer Malliotakis
Clark (MA) Graves Maloy
Clarke (NY) Gray Mann
Cleaver Green, Al (TX) Mannion
Cline Griffith Mast
Clyburn Grijalva Matsui
Cohen Grothman McBath
Cole Guest McBride
Collins Guthrie McClain
Comer Hageman McClain Delaney
Conaway Hamadeh (AZ) McClellan
Correa Harder (CA) McCollum
Costa Haridopolos McDonald Rivet
Courtney Harrigan McDowell
Craig Hayes McGarvey
Crank Hern (OK) McGovern
Crawford Hill (AR) Meclver
Crenshaw Himes Meeks
Crockett Hinson Menendez
Cuellar Horsford Meng
Davids (KS) Houchin Messmer
Davis (IL) Houlahan Meuser
Davis (NC) Hoyer Mfume
De La Cruz Hoyle (OR) Miller (OH)
Dean (PA) Hudson Miller (WV)
DeLauro Huffman Miller-Meeks
DelBene Huizenga Min
Deluzio Hurd (CO) Moolenaar
DeSaulnier Issa Moore (NC)
DesJarlais Ivey Moore (UT)
Dexter Jack Moore (WI)
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Moore (WV) Rouzer Tenney

Moran Ruiz Thanedar
Morelle Rulli Thompson (CA)
Morrison Ryan Thompson (MS)
Moskowitz Salinas Thompson (PA)
Moulton Sanchez Timmons
Mrvan Scalise Titus

Mullin Scanlon Tokuda

Nadler Schakowsky Tonko

Neal Schmidt Torres (CA)
Nehls Schneider Torres (NY)
Newhouse Scholten Trahan
Norcross Schrier Tran

Nunn (IA) Scott (VA)

Obernolte Scott, Austin gﬁgﬂi@gﬁ?
Ocasio-Cortez Scott, David V.

. A aladao
Olszewski Sessions Van Drew
Omar Sewell e

an Epps
Onder Sherman Van Orden
Owens Shreve
Pallone Simon Vasquez
Palmer Simpson Vea§ey
Panetta Smith (MO) Velazquez
Pappas Smith (NE) Vindman
Patronis Smith (NJ) Wagner
Pelosi Smith (WA) Walberg
Perez Smucker Walkinshaw
Peters Sorensen Wasserman
Pfluger Soto Schultz
Pingree Stansbury Waters
Pocan Stanton Watson Coleman
Pou Stauber Weber (TX)
Pressley Stefanik Webster (FL)
Quigley Steil Westerman
Ramirez Stevens Whitesides
Randall Strickland Wied
Raskin Strong Williams (GA)
Reschenthaler Stutzman Williams (TX)
Riley (NY) Subramanyam Wilson (FL)
Rivas Suozzi Wilson (SC)
Rogers (AL) Swalwell Wittman
Rogers (KY) Sykes Womack
Rose Takano Yakym
Ross Taylor Zinke
NAYS—47
Allen Fine Mills
Bean (FL) Gill (TX) Moore (AL)
Begich Gosar Neguse
Biggs (AZ) Harris (MD) Ogles
Biggs (SC) Harris (NC) Perry
Brecheen Harshbarger Pettersen
Burchett Higgins (LA) Roy
Burlison Jackson (TX) ;
Cammack Johnson (GA) Zzﬁwelkert
Cloud Kennedy (UT)
Spartz
Clyde Knott
Crane Massie SPeube
Crow McClintock Tiffany
Davidson McCormick Tlaib
DeGette McGuire Van Duyne
Donalds Miller (IL) Vargas
NOT VOTING—9
Baird Hunt Norman
Beyer McCaul Rutherford
Escobar Murphy Salazar
0 1457
Messrs. CROW, SCHWEIKERT,
MILLS, OGLES, and DAVIDSON
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to
‘ énay. k)

Mr. COHEN changed his vote from
unayw to uyea.aa

So the question was decided in the af-
firmative, and Divison A of the bill was
retained.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will now put the question on re-
taining Divisions B and C of the bill.

The question is: Shall Divisions B
and C be retained.

Pursuant to section 4(b) of House
Resolution 977, the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 419, nays 6,

not voting 6, as follows:

Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Alford
Allen
Amo
Amodei (NV)
Ansari
Arrington
Auchincloss
Babin
Bacon
Balderson
Balint
Barr
Barragan
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Beatty
Begich
Bell
Bentz
Bera
Bergman
Bice
Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Bishop
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle (PA)
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Budzinski
Burchett
Burlison
Bynum
Calvert
Cammack
Carbajal
Carey
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro

[Roll No. 6]

YEAS—419

DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Dexter
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Elfreth
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Estes

Evans (CO)
Evans (PA)
Ezell

Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fields
Figures
Fine
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood

Fong

Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Friedman
Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gill (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Goldman (TX)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden
Goodlander
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
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Hurd (CO)
Issa

Ivey

Jack
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Kennedy (UT)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Lynch

Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Mannion
Mast

Matsui
McBath
McBride
MecClain
McClain Delaney
MecClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
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Moore (UT) Rose Takano
Moore (WI) Ross Taylor
Moore (WV) Rouzer Tenney
Moran Roy Thanedar
More'lle Ruiz' Thompson (CA)
Morrlsor} Rulli Thompson (MS)
Moskowitz Ryan Thompson (PA)
Moulton Salazar Tiffan
Mrvan Salinas : v
. A Timmons
Mullin Sanchez Titus
Nadler Scalise
Tokuda
Neal Scanlon Tonko
Neguse Schakowsky
Nehls Schmidt Torres (CA)
Newhouse Schneider Torres (NY)
Norcross Scholten Trahan
Norman Schrier Tran
Nunn (IA) Schweikert Turner (OH)
Obernolte Scott (VA) Underwood
Ocasio-Cortez Scott, Austin Valadao
Ogles Scott, David Van Drew
Olszewski Self Van Duyne
Omar Sessions Van Epps
Onder Sewell Van Orden
Owens Sherman Vasquez
Pallone Shreve Veasey
Palmer Simon Velazquez
Panetta Simpson Vindman
Pappas Smith (MO) Wagner
Patronis Smith (NE) Walberg
Pelosi Smith (NJ) Walkinshaw
Perez Smith (WA) Wasserman
Perry Smucker Schultz
Peters Sorensen Waters
Dettersen S0t0 Watson Coleman
Pfluger Spartz
. Weber (TX)
Pingree Stansbury Webster (FL)
Pocan Stanton
Pou Stauber Wegterman
Pressley Stefanik Whitesides
Quigley Steil Wied
Ramirez Stevens Williams (GA)
Randall Strickland Williams (TX)
Raskin Strong Wilson (FL)
Reschenthaler Stutzman Wilson (SC)
Riley (NY) Subramanyam Wittman
Rivas Suozzi Womack
Rogers (AL) Swalwell Yakym
Rogers (KY) Sykes Zinke
NAYS—6
Johnson (GA) McClintock Tlaib
Massie Steube Vargas
NOT VOTING—6
Baird Hunt Murphy
Beyer McCaul Rutherford

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the question was decided in the af-
firmative, and the Divisions B and C of
the bill were retained.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the
yeas and nays are ordered.

This is a b-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 397, nays 28,
not voting 6, as follows:

The

[Roll No. 7]

YEAS—397
Adams Allen Arrington
Aderholt Amo Auchincloss
Aguilar Amodei (NV) Babin
Alford Ansari Bacon
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Balderson
Balint
Barr
Barragan
Barrett
Baumgartner
Beatty
Begich
Bell
Bentz
Bera
Bergman
Beyer
Bice
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Bishop
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle (PA)
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Budzinski
Bynum
Calvert
Carbajal
Carey
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesdJarlais
Dexter
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Elfreth
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Estes
Evans (CO)
Evans (PA)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fields
Figures
Finstad

Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood

Fong

Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Friedman
Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Goldman (TX)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Gooden
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Graves

Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hurd (CO)
Issa

Ivey

Jack
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
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Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Neal

Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Olszewski
Omar
Onder
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Patronis
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross

Rouzer Soto Underwood
Ruiz Stansbury Valadao
Rulli Stanton Van Drew
Ryan Stauber Van Duyne
Salazar Stefanik Van Epps
Salinas Steil Van Orden
Sanchez Stevens Vasquez
Scalise Strickland Veasey
Scanlon Strong Velazquez
Schakowsky Stutzman Vindman
Schmidt Subramanyam Wagner
Schneider Suozzi Walberg
Scholten Swalwell Walkinshaw
Schrier Sykes Wasserman
Schweikert Takano Schultz
Scott (VA) Taylor Waters
Scott, Austin Tenney Watson Coleman
Scott, David Thanedar Weber (TX)
Sessions Thompson (CA) Webster (FL)
Sewell Thompson (MS) Westerman
Sherman Thompson (PA) Whitesides
Shreve Timmons Wied
Simon Titus Williams (GA)
Simpson Tokuda Williams (TX)
Smith (MO) Tonko Wilson (FL)
Smith (NE) Torres (CA) Wilson (SC)
Smith (NJ) Torres (NY) Wittman
Smith (WA) Trahan Womack
Smucker Tran Yakym
Sorensen Turner (OH) Zinke
NAYS—28

Bean (FL) Gill (TX) Pettersen
Biggs (AZ) Gosar Roy
Burchett Grothman Self
Burlison Johnson (GA) Spartz
Cammack Kennedy (UT) Steube
Crane Massie Tiffany
Crow McClintock Tlaib
Davidson Neguse
Donalds Norman Vargas
Fine Perry

NOT VOTING—6
Baird McCaul Murphy
Hunt Mfume Rutherford

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.

Ms. PETTERSEN, Messrs.
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MASSIE

and GROTHMAN changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”’
Mrs. LUNA changed her vote from
“nay” to ‘‘yea.”
So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

MICCOSUKEE

RESERVED

AREA

AMENDMENTS ACT—VETO MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question of wheth-
er the House, on reconsideration, will
pass the bill (H.R. 504) to amend the
Miccosukee Reserved Area Act to au-
thorize the expansion of the
Miccosukee Reserved Area and to carry
out activities to protect structures
within the Osceola Camp from flood-
ing, and for other purposes, the objec-
tions of the President to the contrary
notwithstanding.

In accord with the Constitution, the
yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 236, nays
188, not voting 7, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Bacon
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Boebert
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Edwards
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fitzpatrick
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)

Aderholt
Alford

Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin
Balderson
Barr

Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman

[Roll No. 8]

YEAS—236

Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Hurd (CO)
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Joyce (OH)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Lawler

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Mannion
Massie
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Miller-Meeks
Min

Moore (WI)
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler

Neal

Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski

NAYS—188

Bice
Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (S0)
Bilirakis
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
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Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan
Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Ross
Ruiz
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Simon
Simpson
Smith (NE)
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Turner (OH)
Underwood
Valadao
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Walkinshaw
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Whitesides
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Womack

Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
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Donalds James Onder
Downing Johnson (LA) Owens
Dunn (FL) Johnson (SD) Palmer
Ellzey Jordan Patronis
Emmer Joyce (PA) Perry
Estes Kean Pfluger
Evans (CO) Kelly (MS) Reschenthaler
Ezell Kelly (PA) Rogers (AL)
Fallon Kgnnedy (Uum) Rogers (KY)
Fedorchak Kim Rose
Fgenstra Knott Rouzer
F}ne Kustoff ROy
Fishbach  Lalota Rull

aLota :
Fitzgerald Langworthy :ziﬁzt
Fleischmann Latta Scott. Austin
Flood Lee (FL) S ’

elf
Fong Letlow Sessions
Foxx Loudermilk Shreve
Franklin, Scott Lucas N
Fry Luna Sm}th (MO)
Fulcher Luttrell Smith (NJ)
Garbarino Mace Smucker
Gill (TX) Mackenzie Spartz
Goldman (TX) Malliotakis Stauber
Gonzales, Tony  Maloy Stefanik
Gooden Mann Steil
Gosar Mast Steube
Graves McClain Strong
Griffith McClintock Stutzman
Grothman McCormick Taylor
Guest McDowell Tenney
Guthrie McGuire Tiffany
Hageman Messmer Timmons
Hamadeh (AZ) Meuser Van Drew
Haridopolos Miller (IL) Van Duyne
Harrigan Miller (OH) Van Epps
Harris (MD) Miller (WV) Van Orden
Harris (NC) Mills Wagner
Harshbarger Moolenaar Walberg
Hern (OK) Moore (AL) Weber (TX)
Higgins (LA) Moore (NC) Webster (FL)
Hinson Moore (UT) Westerman
Houchin Moore (WV) Wied
Hudson Moran Williams (TX)
Huizenga Nehls Wilson (SC)
Issa Norman Wittman
Jack Nunn (IA) Yakym
Jackson (TX) Ogles Zinke
NOT VOTING—17

Baird McCaul Rutherford
Hill (AR) Mfume
Hunt Murphy

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0 1517

Mr. LAHOOD changed his vote from
uyean tO una'y'n

So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the veto of the President
was sustained and the bill was not
passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The veto
message and the bill are referred to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

The clerk will notify the Senate of
the action of the House.

—————

FINISH THE ARKANSAS VALLEY
CONDUIT ACT—VETO MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question of wheth-
er the House, on reconsideration, will
pass the bill (H.R. 131) to make certain
modifications to the repayment for the
Arkansas Valley Conduit in the State
of Colorado, the objections of the
President to the contrary notwith-
standing.
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In accord with the Constitution, the
yeas and nays are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 248, nays
177, answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 5,

as follows:
[Roll No. 9]
YEAS—248
Adams Golden (ME) Ocasio-Cortez
Aguilar Goldman (NY) Olszewski
Amo Gomez Omar
Ansari Gonzalez, V. Owens
Auchincloss Goodlander Pallone
Bacon Gosar Panetta
Balint Gottheimer Pappas
Barragan Gray Pelosi
Beatty Green, Al (TX) Perez
Bell Grijalva Peters
Bera Harder (CA) Pettersen
Beyer Harris (MD) Pingree
Bishop Hayes Pocan
Boebert Hill (AR) Pou
Bonamici Himes
Boyle (PA) Horsford gfl?;i(;y
Brown Houlahan R
Ramirez
Brownley Hoyer Randall
Budzinski Hoyle (OR) Raskin
Burlison Huffman R
Bynum Hurd (CO) Riley (NY)
Carbajal Ivey Rivas
Carson Jackson (IL) Ross
Carter (LA) Jacobs Ruiz
Casar Jayapal Ryan
Case Jeffries Salazar
Casten Johnson (GA) Salinas
Castor (FL) Johnson (TX) Sanchez
Castro (TX) Kamlager-Dove  Scanlon
Cherfilus- Kaptur Schakowsky
McCormick Keating Schmidt
Chu Kelly (IL) Schneider
Ciscomani Kennedy (NY) Scholten
Cisneros Khanna Schrier
Clark (MA) Kiggans (VA) Schweikert
Clarke (NY) Kiley (CA) Scott (VA)
Cleaver Krishnamoorthi Scott, David
Clyburn Landsman Sewell
Cohen Larsen (WA) Sherman
Cole Larson (CT) Simon
Comer Latimer Simpson
Conaway Lawler Smith (WA)
Correa Lee (NV) Sorensen
Costa Lee (PA) Soto
Courtney Leger Fernandez  Stansbury
Craig Levin Stanton
Crane Liccardo Stevens
Crank Lieu Strickland
Crockett Lofgren Subramanyam
Crow Lynch Suozzi
Cuellar Magaziner Swalwell
Davids (KS) Maloy Sykes
Dayvis (IL) Mannion Takano
Dayvis (NC) Massie
! Thanedar
Dean (PA) Matsui Th cA
DeGette McBath ompson (CA)
DeLauro McBride Thompson (MS)
DelBene McClain Delaney —Lhompson (PA)
Deluzio MecClellan Tltgs
DeSaulnier McCollum Tlaib
Dexter McDonald Rivet ~ Lokuda
Dingell McGarvey Tonko
Doggett McGovern Torres (CA)
Edwards Mclver Torres (NY)
Elfreth Meeks Trahan
Escobar Menendez Tran
Espaillat Meng Turner (OH)
Evans (CO) Mfume Underwood
Evans (PA) Miller-Meeks Valadao
Fields Min Vargas
Figures Moore (UT) Vasquez
Fitzpatrick Moore (WI) Veasey
Fletcher Morelle Velazquez
Flood Morrison Vindman
Foster Moskowitz Walkinshaw
Foushee Moulton Wasserman
Frankel, Lois Mrvan Schultz
Friedman Mullin Waters
Frost Nadler Watson Coleman
Garamendi Neal Whitesides
Garcia (CA) Neguse Williams (GA)
Garcia (IL) Newhouse Wilson (FL)
Garcia (TX) Norcross Womack
Gillen Obernolte Zinke
NAYS—177
Aderholt Allen Arrington
Alford Amodei (NV) Babin
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Balderson Gooden Miller (WV)
Barr Graves Mills
Barrett Griffith Moolenaar
Baumgartner Grothman Moore (AL)
Bean (FL) Guest Moore (NC)
Begich Guthrie Moore (WV)
Bentz Hageman Moran
Bergman Hamadeh (AZ) Nehls

Bice Haridopolos Norman
Biggs (AZ) Harrigan Nunn (IA)
Biggs (SC) Harris (NC) Ogles
Bilirakis Harshbarger Onder

Bost Hern (OK) Palmer
Brecheen Higgins (LA) Patronis
Bresnahan Hinson Perry
Buchanan Houchin Pfluger
Burchett Hudson Reschenthaler
Calvert Huizenga Rogers (AL)
Cammack Issa Rogers (KY)
Carey Jack Rose

Carter (GA) Jackson (TX) Rouzer
Carter (TX) James Roy

Cline Johnson (LA) Rulli

Cloud Johnson (SD) Scalise
Clyde Jordan Scott, Austin
Collins Joyce (OH) Self
Crawford Joyce (PA) Sessions
Crenshaw Kean Shreve
Davidson Kelly (MS) Smith (MO)
De La Cruz Kelly (PA) Smith (NE)
DesdJarlais Kennedy (UT) Smith (NJ)
Diaz-Balart Kim Smucker
Donalds Knott Spartz
Downing Kustoff Stauber
Dunn (FL) LaHood Stefanik
Ellzey LaLota Steil
Emmer Langworthy Steube
Estes Latta Strong
Ezell Lee (FL) Stutzman
Fallon Letlow Taylor
Fedorchak Loudermilk Tenney
Feenstra Lucas Tiffany
Fine Luna Timmons
Finstad Luttrell Van Drew
Fischbach Mackenzie Van Duyne
Fitzgerald Malliotakis Van Epps
Fleischmann Mann Van Orden
Fong Mast Wagner
Foxx MecClain Walberg
Franklin, Scott McClintock Weber (TX)
Fry McCormick Webster (FL)
Fulcher McDowell Westerman
Garbarino McGuire Wied

Gill (TX) Messmer Williams (TX)
Gimenez Meuser Wilson (SC)

Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony

Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”"—1

Wittman
Yakym

Mace
NOT VOTING—5
Baird McCaul Rutherford
Hunt Murphy

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

O 1523

Mr. GUTHRIE changed his vote from
‘“‘yea’ to nay.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the veto of the President was sus-
tained and the bill was not passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The veto
message and the bill are referred to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

The Clerk will notify the Senate of
the action of the House.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1834, BREAKING THE
GRIDLOCK ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on adoption
of the resolution (H. Res. 780) providing
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for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1834)
to advance policy priorities that will
break the gridlock, on which the yeas

and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-

tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
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question is on the resolution.
This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays

202, not voting 5, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Boebert
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Bresnahan
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fitzpatrick
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi

[Roll No. 10]
YEAS—224

Garcia (CA)
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean

Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Krishnamoorthi
LaLota
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Lawler

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Lynch
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Mannion
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng

Mfume

Miller (OH)
Min

Moore (WI)

Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Norcross
Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Riley (NY)
Rivas

Ross

Ruiz

Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Simon
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Underwood
Valadao

The

Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Balderson
Barr
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fine
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino

Baird
Hunt

Walkinshaw

Wasserman
Schultz

Waters

Watson Coleman

NAYS—202

Gill (TX)
Gimenez
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar

Graves
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
Langworthy
Latta

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Massie

Mast
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

NOT VOTING—5

McCaul
Murphy

Whitesides
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Onder
Owens
Palmer
Patronis
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Epps
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Rutherford

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BoST) (during the vote). There are 2
minutes remaining.

O 1530

Mr. ONDER changed his vote from
ssyea77 to “nay.”

H213-216

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
No. 10, | mistakenly voted YEA when | in-
tended to vote NAY.

SUBMISSION OF MATERIAL EXPLANA-
TORY REGARDING H.R. 6938, COM-
MERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE; ENERGY
AND WATER DEVELOPMENT; AND IN-
TERIOR AND ENVIRONMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2026
Pursuant to section 6 of House Reso-

lution 977, the chair of the Committee
on Appropriations submitted explana-
tory material relating to H.R. 6938. The
contents of this submission will be pub-
lished in Book II of the RECORD.

BREAKING THE GRIDLOCK ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 780, the House
will proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of H.R. 1834, which the Clerk
will report by title.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 780, the
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute, submitted by Mr. MCGOVERN of
Massachusetts, and printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD of November 12,
2025, is adopted and the bill, as amend-
ed, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 1834

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF ENHANCED PREMIUM
TAX CREDIT.

(a) EXTENSION OF RULES TO INCREASE PRE-
MIUM ASSISTANCE AMOUNTS.—Clause (iii) of
section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘THROUGH
2025"" and inserting ‘‘THROUGH 2028’", and

(2) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026’ and in-
serting ‘‘before January 1, 2029°".

(b) EXTENSION OF RULE TO ALLOW CREDIT
TO TAXPAYERS WHOSE HOUSEHOLD INCOME EX-
CEEDS 400 PERCENT OF POVERTY LINE.—Sub-
paragraph (E) of section 36B(c)(1) of such
Code is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘THROUGH
2025"" and inserting ‘‘THROUGH 2028’", and

(2) by striking ‘‘before January 1, 2026”° and
inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2029°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2025.
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

   This Act may be cited as the ``Breaking 
the Gridlock Act''  . . . the activities of the Energy Information Administration, $1,000,000, to remain available until expended. 
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(a) EXTENSION OF RULES TO INCREASE PREMIUM ASSISTANCE  
AMOUNTS._Clause (iii) of section 36B(b)(3)(A) of the  Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended_ 
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     (1) in the heading, by striking ``THROUGH 2025'' and inserting ``THROUGH 2028'', and

     (2) by striking ``before January 1, 2026'' and inserting ``before January 1, 2029''.

     (c) EFFECTIVE DATE._The amendments made by this section shall apply to taxable years beginning after December 31, 2025.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour, equally divided and controlled by
the majority leader and the minority
leader, or their respective designees.

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SMITH) and the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. NEAL) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SMITH).

GENERALLEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
$100 billion worth of bailouts for a bro-
ken system that is fueled by Demo-
cratic mandates.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
subsidizing insurance plans for wealthy
people. Any support for the bill ensures
that subsidies go to wealthy families
making as much as $600,000 a year.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
using hard-earned taxpayer dollars to
bail Democrats out of their own deci-
sion—their own decision—to make this
COVID-era spending temporary so that
they could give Green New Deal tax
breaks to the wealthy for electric vehi-
cles and solar panels.

They had the option. They had the
option to make it permanent twice,
whether it was in the American Rescue
Plan or the Inflation Reduction Act.
Instead, they wanted to put their re-
sources into their wealthy environ-
mentalists.

Check the math. Nearly half of all
Americans get their insurance from
their employer, nearly a quarter from
Medicaid, and a bit less than that from
Medicare.
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Mr. Speaker, only 7 percent of the
population relies on ObamaCare mar-
ketplace plans. This Chamber should be
about helping 100 percent of Ameri-
cans, and lowering the cost of

healthcare and premiums, not just 7
percent.
Mr. Speaker, it is shameful that

Democrats are only focusing on 7 per-
cent of the population while ignoring
the millions of working families who
are struggling to afford healthcare.

Since ObamaCare was enacted, pre-
miums have increased by 80 percent.
Since ObamaCare was enacted—let me
say that again—the premiums have in-
creased by 80 percent. Deductibles and
out-of-pocket costs have skyrocketed.
Families worry about medical debt—
that is, those who still have access to
doctors. In fact, 150 rural hospitals
have closed since passage of
ObamaCare, and small businesses were
crushed under the weight of the new
mandates.

Not only did Democrats refuse to fix
any of this, but they want to make it
permanent at a cost of $400 billion. No
thanks, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, reverting these tax
credits back to the original structure
that the Democrats designed means
that 93 percent of enrollees will still re-
tain very generous subsidies next year.
Mr. Speaker, 60 percent of the enrollees
will still have access to a plan at or
below $50 a month.

I represent one of the poorest con-
gressional districts in the country, and
still, 99.7 percent of my constituents in
my district, one of the poorest congres-
sional districts, will be unaffected by
this expiration.

This is all about subsidizing the
wealthy, so why are we even having
this debate? It is because Democrats
chose to make these giveaways tem-
porary—not once, but twice, Mr.
Speaker—as part of their partisan
spending bills. The reason they did so
was to shower the rich with Green New
Deal subsidies, which they made per-
manent. We reversed those in the big,
beautiful bill.

H217

Mr. Speaker, here 18 g word you
won’t hear from Democrats: ‘‘fraud.”
They forced taxpayers to pay up to $27
billion for as many as 6.4 million indi-
viduals fraudulently enrolled in the
ObamaCare plans. Nearly half of all en-
rollees—that is, 12 million people—
didn’t even file one single medical
claim, not even a prescription, all year,
last year. It sounds like they didn’t
even know that they had insurance
through ObamaCare, but those insur-

ance companies were subsidized, al-
most half of them, on the exchanges.
O 1540

If Democrats think that is not a
problem, that is pretty scary.

I called on the Government Account-
ability Office to investigate. They cre-
ated fictitious ObamaCare applicants
with fake documentation, and 100 per-
cent—not some, but 100 percent; not
half, but 100 percent—were approved in
the first year, and 90 percent are still
being subsidized, resulting in checks
worth more than $12,000 per month
going to insurance companies.

One Social Security number was as-
than 125 different
ObamaCare policies. One Social Secu-rity
than 125

sociated with more

number was tied to
policies—waste, fraud,
ently,

more

abuse. Appar-

58,000 dead people were being sub-sidized,

according to the Government
Accountability Office.
In response, Democrats only brag

about higher health
ment.

insurance enroll-
They are really celebrating.

the other side doesn’t see that.
They don’t see the truth. In fact, more than
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What they are celebrating is sub-
sidizing insurers for people without a
pulse. For Democrats, fraud comes
first.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans are putting
real, living Americans first. Repub-
licans blocked illegal immigrants’ ac-
cess to taxpayer-funded healthcare
benefits, then eliminated over $185 bil-
lion worth of fraud and waste in the
ObamaCare marketplace. For Ameri-
cans who are eligible, Republicans ac-
tually lowered ObamaCare premiums
and expanded access to health savings
accounts, direct primary care, and tele-
health for millions, including
ObamaCare enrollees, as part of the
Working Families Tax Cuts.

There was $50 billion invested in the
healthcare needs of rural communities.
The Lower Health Care Premiums for
All Americans Act was passed, which
also lowered premiums even further, as
well as provided more freedom and
flexibility for healthcare access and in-
creased competition by negotiating
better drug prices for workers.

Mr. Speaker, I will take greater ac-
cess to affordable healthcare any day
over shoveling more tax dollars into
Democrats’ healthcare fraud schemes. I
oppose this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this argument is about
universal access. For years, the Repub-
lican leadership in this institution has
attempted to avert this very moment.
For us this is not to be about spiking
the football. This is not to be about an
end-zone dance. This is about to de-
clare a major victory for the American
people.

Despite what I have heard, they have
used every maneuver and procedure to
prevent the very debate that we are
going to have for the next hour. All
these years later, they never even had
a plan or an alternative.

We can finally choose families, and
they can join us today in extending the
ACA tax credits and save healthcare
for millions of members of the Amer-
ican family. How easily and quickly
they did a massive tax cut for the
wealthiest amongst us while subse-
quently arguing that they could deny
average men and women an oppor-
tunity for health insurance.

So here we are all these years later,
as one who helped to write the Afford-
able Care Act, the ACA is still stand-
ing. We will continue to improve it
every single year. When I consider now
the uninsured enrollment in America is
down to 6 percent, it is thanks to the
ACA.

If Congress did not do what we are
about to do in the next hour, a family
of four making $130,000 would see their
marketplace premium go from $921 to
$1,992. That would be an 18.4 percent in-
crease. Our enhanced credits make sure
that nobody would pay more than 8.5
percent of their income for coverage.

Now, Republicans think that people
can afford increased premiums by 37
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percent, and that is what they are pro-
posing today. They said 2 weeks ago
that they had a healthcare plan that
they wrote on Friday night. As I noted
at the time, it was held together by
bubble gum and Elmer’s Glue. By the
way, Democrats never even got to see
it. If they had a healthcare plan alter-
native, they should have shown it to
us.
Let me say this, Mr. Speaker. This is
a good day for the American family.
This is an important consideration for
this institution. Despite repeated deni-
als and efforts to thwart this very mo-
ment, in the next hour, my colleagues
are going to do for the American fam-
ily what they said they would do, and
that is to extend these tax credits for
the ACA.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON).

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, my
friend from Massachusetts talked
about not seeing the Republican bill.
There was a bipartisan provision in
there that would lower premiums by 11
percent per the Congressional Budget
Office, the nonpartisan budget office.
This is a provision that the Democrats
all supported. They know we have to
make the ObamaCare market work. It
doesn’t work today. The facts belie
that: double premiums, double
deductibles, one out of five claims re-
jected, limited choice. It has failed.
That experiment has failed.

The only game in town that has actu-
ally lowered costs of healthcare, re-
duced premiums is what Republicans
passed out of the House. There was not
a single Democrat vote to join us.

Here is what I can’t understand for
the life of me, and I have some good
friends over there, and I am not mad. I
am miffed that Democrats would all
talk about affordability in healthcare
and bring to this Chamber the idea, the
notion that Congress take a COVID-era
program that Democrats all designed
to expire when COVID was over, that
every watchdog group has said is load-
ed with fraud and waste—as the chair-
man said, Social Security numbers
from tens of thousands of dead people—
it is siphoning money out of the tax-
payers’ pockets, away from the vulner-
able, and enriching insurance compa-
nies.

There are millions of ineligible peo-
ple, billions of dollars of fraud, and
people are watching what is going on in
the country, especially in Minnesota.
How could my colleagues across the
aisle, in good faith, call this affordable
healthcare and stewardship of the sa-
cred treasure of our fellow Americans?

Republicans have a plan. It works. It
is not perfect. There are some things
Congress could work together on. But
for the love of God and country, please,
it is intellectually dishonest to tell the
American people that this COVID-era,
fraud-ridden program is somehow going
to make healthcare affordable any
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more than the underlying bill itself,
ObamaCare, which everyone Kknows
hasn’t.

I said it the last time, I will say it
again: Ronald Reagan was spot on.
Government isn’t the solution. Govern-
ment is the problem. This is a case
study for that. America needs less
mandates, less taxes, less regulations,
and people need more freedom, more
choices, more competition.

Republicans are willing to work with
Democrats, but this is beyond the pale,
and it is audacious to call it affordable
healthcare. I am amazed. I am sur-
prised. I encourage my colleagues to
roundly, soundly stand firm and reject
it, and no Republican should ever sup-
port  this. They didn’t support
ObamaCare when it was designed. They
shouldn’t support doubling down on a
failed policy, and I encourage them to
not begin now.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. CLARK), the Demo-
cratic minority whip, who can stand at
that microphone and say the following:
Every child in Massachusetts has
health insurance and 97 percent of the
adults in Massachusetts are covered be-
cause of the ObamaCare plan.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
the Commonwealth for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, today, thanks to the
persistence of the American people, be-
cause millions of constituents have
called their Members of Congress,
shown up at townhalls, shown up and
marched in the streets, because of par-
ents who spoke out for their kids, for
doctors who spoke out for their pa-
tients, neighbors who mobilized to-
gether, today, Congress has a chance to
vote for Americans’ healthcare.

Today, thanks to the strength and
unity of our Democratic Caucus, the
House will vote to restore the ACA tax
credits, and I will vote to restore the
affordable marketplace plans that
working people depend on to stay
healthy, to live, to survive.

Today, I will vote to prioritize the
lives of regular people over the greed of
billionaires and start bringing the Re-
publican healthcare crisis to an end.
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This vote won’t solve every problem
the GOP has created. We still have to
reverse their cuts to Medicaid and
Medicare. We still have to stop the clo-
sure of rural hospitals and deal with
the maternity health crisis and work
together—yes, work together—to cre-
ate a healthcare system that is afford-
able and accessible to everyone.

Today, we can begin. Today, the peo-
ple’s House has a chance to stand with
and for the people. I hope we have a
strong bipartisan majority for this
vote and that the Senate will imme-
diately do the same.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. BEAN).

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman for yielding time.
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Mr. Speaker, when your old roof
keeps leaking, you can keep adding
shingles to it, but eventually you must
admit the structure underneath isn’t
built to weather the storm. Rather
than double down on a problem that
keeps getting more expensive, it is
time sometimes to rethink the founda-
tion. Such is the case with ObamaCare.

Mr. Speaker, we all remember those
promises made when Obama signed the
Affordable Care Act into law. If you
like your doctor, you can keep your
doctor. It turns out that wasn’t true. It
is also not true the promise made that
this ObamaCare will bend the cost
curve for healthcare downward. That is
not true at all. Premiums for the aver-
age ObamaCare plan have skyrocketed
much higher than traditional inflation
leaving patients with higher costs and
fewer choices.

If Americans are just tuning in to C-
SPAN, you might assume that Repub-
licans are eliminating the Affordable
Care Act or ObamaCare altogether.
That is simply not the case.

The premium tax credits were devel-
oped during COVID to subsidize Ameri-
cans making more than 400 percent of
the Federal poverty level, including
those making up to $600,000. People
making up to $600,000 are getting sub-
sidized by the American taxpayers. In
northeast Florida, we call people mak-
ing $600,000 rich, and that is who we are
subsidizing with these premium tax
credits.

I have also got a news flash for you,
Mr. Speaker: COVID is over. We made
these premium tax credits during
COVID. COVID is over, and these sub-
sidies should be over with it.

ObamaCare will continue for those
who need it. Americans making up to
400 percent of the poverty level are still
eligible for the tax credits. At this very
moment that is still happening. That
means a family of four can make up to
$128,000 and still qualify for help.

To call this, and I have heard it said
a couple of times already, a Republican
healthcare crisis is fake news. There is
new hope, Mr. Speaker. Instead of
throwing more money away, we can
have a new day for America to look at
health savings accounts, to look at the
Lower Healthcare Premiums for All
Act that according to the CBO is going
to lower premiums for everybody, all
Americans across the Nation.

It is time to give more choice and
more competition. Those are the only
ingredients that are going to make
costs lower. We can’t keep patching the
same roof. Everybody has sticker
shock.

Mr. Speaker, I urge everybody, the
right answer is to vote ‘“‘no’’ on extend-
ing these horrible tax credits.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from New York (Mr. JEFFRIES), the
Democratic leader, whose tactful lead-
ership has brought us to this moment.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished gentleman from the
great Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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for yielding and for his tremendous
leadership on behalf of protecting the
healthcare of the American peobple.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in strong
support of this bipartisan effort to pro-
tect the healthcare of the American
people and ensure that we extend the
Affordable Care Act tax credits, to
make sure that tens of millions of
Americans do not experience dramati-
cally increased premiums, copays, and
deductibles.

From the very beginning of this Con-
gress, House Democrats have made it
clear that we will find bipartisan com-
mon ground with any of our Repub-
lican colleagues in order to address the
affordability issues that are making
life more expensive for everyday Amer-
icans, working-class Americans, and
middle-class Americans. That has been
our commitment from the very begin-
ning.

Today, we are able to take a substan-
tial step forward to address the
healthcare crisis that does exist in the
United States of America and was
made worse by the one big, ugly bill.
Medicaid was cut by the largest
amount in American history. As a re-
sult of the policies that were part of
that legislation, hospitals, nursing
homes, and community-based health
clinics are closing all across America.

We have also seen an extraordinary
assault on the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and the National Institutes of
Health and the Food and Drug Admin-
istration, on vaccine availability, on
public health, and on healthcare of ev-
eryday Americans here in the United
States of America.

Today, we have an opportunity to
push back against that assault and do
it in a bipartisan way. That is what the
American people have been calling for:
Democrats and Republicans working
together to address the affordability
crisis in this country. It is not a hoax.
It is very real.

Housing costs are out of control. Gro-
cery costs are out of control. Elec-
tricity Dbills are out of control.
Childcare costs are out of control.
Healthcare costs are out of control.

What we do here today will not be
the end of the effort that is necessary,
but we can begin the effort that is nec-
essary and extend the Affordable Care
Act tax credits.

Several things that were mentioned
earlier by some of my colleagues are
completely and totally inaccurate. The
Affordable Care Act tax credits benefit
working-class Americans, middle-class
Americans, and everyday Americans.
That is why we are waging this fight.

We know that over 90 percent of the
people who benefit from the tax credits
that we are working to protect today
make on average $63,000 a year. That is
working-class America. That is middle-
class America. That is the heartland of
America. That is rural America. That
is urban America. That is small-town
America. That is what we are pro-
tecting when we extend the Affordable
Care Act tax credits.
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This is not a partisan issue for us.
This is an American issue.

In fact, we know that the 10 States
that will be most adversely impacted
by the lapse in the Affordable Care Act
tax credits are all, Mr. Speaker, run by
Republicans. We are standing up for
the American people. We are talking
about States like West Virginia, Wyo-
ming, Alaska, Tennessee, Mississippi,
South Carolina, Texas, Alabama, South
Dakota, and North Dakota will be the
States most impacted by the lapse in
the Affordable Care Act tax credits.

This is not a partisan issue for us. It
is a patriotic one, and we will always
defend the healthcare of the American
people. That is exactly why.

This is an important moment for ev-
eryday Americans. It is what they
want to see out of this Congress, the
people’s House, the Article I branch of
government, the House of Representa-
tives, the first amongst equals coming
together today, every single House
Democrat and at least 10 House Repub-
licans to extend the Affordable Care
Act tax credits.

Now, we believe as House Democrats
that in this great country of ours you
work hard, you play by the rules, you
should be able to live a comfortable
life, an affordable life, live the good
life. You should have a good-paying
job, good housing, good education for
your children, good healthcare, and a
good retirement. That is not too much
to ask for in the wealthiest country in
the history of the world.
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There is a lot of work that needs to
be done to make that aspiration, the
American Dream, the good life, a re-
ality. Today, we take an important
step forward in that regard by extend-
ing the Affordable Care Act tax credits.

When we get this done, we can send it
over to the Senate, and, hopefully, get
it out of that Chamber and to the
President’s desk. It will be part of our
continuing commitment to lower the
high cost-of-living, fix our broken
healthcare system here in the United
States of America, and ensure that in
every single part of this country, for
working-class America, urban America,
rural America, suburban America,
exurban America, the heartland of
America, and small-town America, we
can bring the American Dream to life.

We will protect the healthcare of the
American people today, but our com-
mitment doesn’t end today. We will
protect it tomorrow, this week, next
week, this month, this year, and next
year. We will protect the healthcare of
the American people always and for-
ever, and we will always fight to bring
the great American Dream to life.

Vote ‘‘yes’” on extending the Afford-
able Care Act tax credits.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
point out before I get to my prepared
remarks that Leader JEFFRIES just said
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that we need to fix our broken
healthcare system. It is a healthcare
system put into place by the Demo-
crats. It is a healthcare system ex-
tended by the Democrats. The proposal
today will do nothing to extend any-
thing but the failures of the past. It
will not fix the broken system they put
in place.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I rise today
in opposition to this Democratic dis-
charge petition. It is fiscally irrespon-
sible and fails to address the waste,
fraud, and abuse of ObamaCare while
ignoring the real problems in our
healthcare system and ignoring the
fact that these temporary COVID-era
enhanced subsidies have done nothing
but pad the profits of big insurance
companies and drive up the very pre-
miums that they purport to reduce.

Mr. Speaker, let’s look at the facts
more closely. First, ObamaCare has yet
to deliver on the promises made to
Americans over a decade ago. Since the
ACA was enacted, premiums have in-
creased by roughly 80 percent. Guess
what. Ninety percent of that increase
has been paid for by the taxpayers.

It is important to note that these
premium tax credits are sent directly
to insurance companies, not the tax-
payers, and it is no secret why. The
ACA was written by insurance compa-
nies to benefit insurance companies,
and it has served to drive up the stock
price for those insurance companies by
more than 1,000 percent since the ACA
came into existence.

Meanwhile, families face out-of-pock-
et costs exceeding $20,000 a year and a
95-percent increase in their premiums
over that same time period. This is
hardly a coincidence in a system de-
signed to reward the insurers, not the
patient.

Let’s not forget that today’s pro-
posed extension of these pandemic-era
tax credits only relates to the 7 percent
of Americans who are actually enrolled
in the ACA, not the other 93 percent of
Americans who are not participants in
the failed ACA exchange. Of those 7
percent, roughly one-half did not even
use their coverage once last year. Yet,
the Democrats want to pour more
money into a failing ACA program at a
cost of $400 billion.

Far too often, Mr. Speaker, tax-
payers have been left paying the bill
for a broken system that lacks proper
guardrails and has been grossly mis-
managed. The ACA is just another ex-
ample of this, and we should not spend
more money to prop up a failing pro-
gram, certainly not a COVID-era, tem-
porary program that they put in place
and they, the Democrats, set to expire
this year.

Waste, fraud, and abuse in this pro-
gram cannot be ignored. My fellow col-
leagues have gone over that today in
large measure, but today, Congress is
being asked to pass a clean 3-year ex-
tension and to continue to prop up this
madness and to prop up the waste,
fraud, and abuse. This cannot stand.
The Democratic-backed Big Insurance
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business model is clear: charge exces-
sive premiums to get excessive profits,
deny coverage to patients, and shift
costs onto both patients and providers.

This has to end, and I urge my col-
leagues to oppose this measure.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI). There is no finer
leader or person who was more deter-
mined to help bring us to this moment
and whose fortitude helped to give us
the ACA than Speaker Emerita PELOSI.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I want
to quote him when he said that this is
a happy day. I thank Mr. Leader for
making it so, and I thank the chairman
for making it so and bringing it to the
floor. My mouth will breathe an excla-
mation point to the gentleman’s beau-
tiful comments earlier and those of our
distinguished leader, Mr. JEFFRIES.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., famously said: “Of all
the forms of inequality, injustice in
health is the most shocking and the
most inhuman,” he said, because peo-
ple can die.

The Affordable Care Act, proudly
also known as ObamaCare, is a pillar of
health and financial security for Amer-
ica’s working families. Today, we vote
on Leader JEFFRIES’ clear, common-
sense, and urgent bill to extend the
ACA tax credits signed into law by
President Biden so healthcare remains
affordable and accessible for the Amer-
ican people.

Every Democrat supports this bill be-
cause we believe healthcare is a right
for all and not a privilege for the few.
No family should be pushed out of cov-
erage, and we welcome our Republican
colleagues who will be voting with us
today. This makes it a happy day.

As we vote today, let us remember
the stories of Americans we have heard
across the country. Parents saying: My
baby was born with a heart condition
costing millions of dollars before the
Affordable Care Act. Husbands saying:
My wife was diagnosed with breast can-
cer, and we couldn’t afford it. Families
saying: Dad had a stroke, and we
couldn’t handle the cost.

That will not happen anymore be-
cause we are protecting these families
in this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’ and support this
bill to protect healthcare and the dig-
nity of America’s working families.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, Hyde amendment pro-
tections need to be added to this bill.
Taxpayer funds should not be forced to
subsidize the killing of an unborn child
by dismemberment or by baby poison
pills.

The Hyde amendment was not—I will
say it again, was not—included when
the ACA was enacted in 2010, nor was it
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included when President Biden signifi-
cantly expanded subsidies during
COVID.

It has gotten so bad, Mr. Speaker,
that, according to a 2025 article by the
Kaiser Family Foundation, 12 States,
including my own State of New Jersey,
absolutely require all plans on the ACA
marketplace to cover abortion on de-
mand. We permit abortion until birth
in my State, as do many others. That
is all covered by ObamaCare.

The House has passed my bill, the No
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act, on
four separate occasions beginning in
2011. It is pending again in this Con-
gress, but every time it has gone over
to the Senate, it got nowhere, sadly.

I remember the day, Mr. Speaker,
when my friend and colleague, the au-
thor of the amendment, Henry Hyde,
first learned that about 1 million chil-
dren were alive because of his amend-
ment. He was overcome with joy. He
had a tear in his eye. I was there when
it happened, when he found out that 1
million mothers were spared the agony
of post-abortion pain, and 1 million
children were alive and well, growing
up, going to school, playing sports, dat-
ing, marrying, and having kids of their
own.

Today, that number is estimated at
over 2.6 million children not aborted,
all because abortion subsidies have
been prohibited by the Hyde amend-
ment in Federal Medicaid programs
and other HHS programs.

It is time to add the Hyde amend-
ment to the ACA.

I believe it is time, as well, for all of
us to face the harsh reality of what
abortion does to children and look be-
yond the slogans and the surface ap-
peal arguments.

The so-called abortion pill,
mifepristone, is baby poison. It Kkills
the unborn child by how? Starving the
innocent child to death. That is its op-
eration. They can’t get food, so they
die. Then, the body of that baby is
often flushed down the toilet.

We know, however, now, that
mifepristone is extremely dangerous to
women. A big study, the biggest study
ever done, found that 1 in 10 women ex-
perienced serious adverse events.

Mr. Speaker, that is not what you
hear from the abortion lobby. You hear
about how safe it is. It ain’t safe. They
suffer things like sepsis, infection, and
hemorrhaging, all within about 45
days.
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Let me also say to my colleagues, an-
other method of aborting a baby is dis-
memberment. It tears the child’s frag-
ile body to pieces and includes decapi-
tation. Until rendered unconscious or
dead by this hideous procedure, the
baby feels pain with every cut of the
knife.

It is no wonder that the polling
shows that the majority of Americans
do not want public funding for abor-
tion. Abortion is the polar opposite of
healthcare.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentleman from New Jersey.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, abortion is not healthcare un-
less one construes the life of an unborn
child to be analogous to a tumor to be
excised or a disease to be vanquished.

I appeal to my colleagues: Don’t ig-
nore or trivialize the battered victim
in the womb. Unborn babies need Mem-
bers of Congress to be their friends and
advocates, not powerful adversaries.

Abortion violence must be replaced
with compassion and empathy for
women and respect for the weakest and
most vulnerable.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. DOGGETT).

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, our
vote today represents hope, the hope of
millions to access their family physi-
cian, the hope for so many Americans
who have wondered how they will be
able to afford healthcare, hope that by
using an extraordinary measure today
in the House, we can address an ex-
traordinary need.

After 70 Republican repeal efforts,
after rejecting the amendment I of-
fered last May to retain these credits,
and after delaying for months to give
us the opportunity to provide this care,
we are here today with hope.

Now, the responsibility shifts to the
Senate. They need to promptly approve
this measure and not attach any weak-
ening provisions such as junk insur-
ance and health savings account tax
shelters. Keep it focused on afford-
ability, on providing enrollment peri-
ods for those who have already lost
their coverage because of enormous
premium hikes.

We have heard so much about fraud.
The only fraud that has been identified
relates to broker fraud that Trump has
made worse and Republicans have ig-
nored. The biggest fraud of all would be
replacing ObamaCare with Republican
nothing care.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my friend from Missouri for
this time.

As a family practice doctor for more
than 25 years, I hear directly from my
patients about the skyrocketing cost of
insurance and prescription drugs.
Americans were promised lower costs,
more choices, and better care. More
than a decade later, too many families
are asking what happened.

Since its passage, the unaffordable
care act has created a subsidy-fueled il-
lusion with spiraling costs hidden by
taxpayer dollars and deficit spending.

Today, many Americans have insur-
ance on paper but still cannot afford to
use it. Plans often come with
deductibles of several thousand dollars,
meaning families pay out of pocket for
most routine care. Insurance that can-
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not be used when people are sick is not
real security. It is an illusion.

Let’s look at the facts. Healthcare
costs have skyrocketed since
ObamaCare went into effect. The ACA
promised to lower healthcare pre-
miums by up to $2,500 per family per
year, but since ObamaCare went into
effect, premiums have nearly tripled
and deductibles have nearly doubled.
The cost of coverage for a family of 4
has increased by more than $10,000.

The benchmark ACA silver plan cost
$346 a month in 2014. In 2026, the same
exact plan costs $6256 a month. The
benchmark ACA silver plan deductible
was $2,425 in 2014. In 2026, the average
deductible will be $5,304, a 119 percent
increase. That means that before your
health insurance even Kkicks in, you
have to incur $5,304 in out-of-pocket
costs.

Such deductibles leave families effec-
tively self-funding their care despite
being insured. A policy that you can’t
afford when you are sick is not a real
solution, only an illusion of coverage,
leaving individuals functionally unin-
sured.

Compounding these design failures
are serious fraud and enforcement
breakdowns within the system itself. A
2024 GAO investigation found that fake
identities were approved for
ObamaCare subsidies at a 100 percent
rate. Often remaining enrolled despite
missing or falsified documentation,
these ObamaCare subsidies continued
for these fraudulent applications. Tax-
payers are left footing the bill as re-
used Social Security numbers, sub-
sidies paid on behalf of deceased indi-
viduals, and billions in unreconciled
payments expose a system unable to
protect public funds.

To be clear, expanding access to
health insurance and protecting people
with preexisting conditions are worthy
goals, but good intentions do not ex-
cuse bad results.

Mr. Speaker, faced with these afford-
ability problems, what have my Demo-
cratic colleagues proposed? Their an-
swer has been more taxpayer subsidies
to paper over ObamaCare’s problems.
Rather than address the root causes of
high premiums, they want to pour
ever-larger subsidies to insurance com-
panies to mask the broken system.

Extending subsidies without reform
is just paying more for a broken sys-
tem. I am not going to vote to promote
a broken ObamaCare system. If health
insurance only looks affordable when
Washington pumps in billions of tem-
porary subsidies, the law itself is not
affordable. That structure is the real
problem that we need to fix. I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘no.”

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, House Democrats have fought
for months to save Americans’
healthcare. That led to four Repub-
licans working with us to bring this
bill to the floor today. Yesterday, nine
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Republicans voted with us to bring this
tax credit extension up. Today, it is 11.
They know that letting these tax cred-
its expire will hurt the people that
they represent as well.

Congressional Republicans set the
stage to price 4 million Americans out
of healthcare plans that they need.
Democrats are fighting to bring your
costs down. If you take away the cred-
its that millions of Americans depend
on to afford coverage, families will be
forced into junk plans that don’t cover
their needs or will have no coverage at
all. When they get sick or hurt, it will
cost even more.

This is a good day for Americans. It
is a great day for Americans. Vote
“‘yes’ on this bill to protect healthcare
for the people that we represent.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. KILEY).

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I agree with points that are being
made on both sides. The fundamental
point of our side is undeniably true,
which is that our healthcare system is
broken and costs continue to spiral out
of control.

However, it is also true that suddenly
withdrawing premium support from 22
million Americans is going to force
those folks into a terrible dilemma: ei-
ther paying hundreds or thousands of
dollars more, so they face hard trade-
offs for their families, losing their in-
surance altogether in a way that will
impact the employer-based market of
150 million Americans, or working less
in order to remain eligible in a way
that will reduce their discretionary in-
come as well as be bad for our economy
as a whole.

We need a solution to this, but this
bill is obviously not a solution. Every-
one knows that. It is a political exer-
cise that has been engineered by the
minority leader at the expense of pur-
suing an actual solution.

Now, once again, it is falling on the
Senate to do the real policymaking,
but I am heartened that they seem to
be close to a deal that roughly mirrors
the compromise bipartisan bill that I
have offered with the gentleman from
California (Mr. LICCARDO) that does a
temporary extension with reforms and
cost controls to provide runway, so
then we can begin the real hard work
of fixing our healthcare system in this
country.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON).

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the leader of the
Ways and Means Committee and rise in
strong support of this legislation.

We have heard an awful lot of talk
about subsidies over there. Let’s cut
right to the chase. It is about sub-
sidies. You care about subsidies for bil-
lionaires, and you are willing to do it
on the backs of the American people.

You would rather see them—thank
God for the people who are standing up
on your side. They deserve the Profile



H222

in Courage award because they are able
to stand up to a President who would
rather see 15 million people lose insur-
ance and another 20 million see their
prices double. Thank the Republicans
on that side for profiles in courage.

Vote your conscience. Vote your con-
stituents. This is not about politics. It
is about people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
in Illinois, there are 465,000 people who
depend on the Affordable Care Act to
acquire health insurance. For the past
several years, the majority of them
have used enhanced Federal tax credits
to lower the cost.

In my district alone, 19,000, or 57 per-
cent, will see the cost of their policy go
up $696, without the Federal tax cred-
its.

In Austin, Mary will pay an addi-
tional $300 per month. On the North
Side, Emily will pay an additional $150
a month, raising her cost to $600. Be-
ginning January 1, Rebecca will pay
$796 a month.

This is totally unacceptable. All of
these are too high. Let’s make
healthcare available to the American
people. Let’s pass today, not tomorrow,
not the next day, the Federal tax cred-
its.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SANCHEZ).

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the many working
families who rely on the ACA tax cred-
its.

Speaker JOHNSON should have let us
vote on this bill at the end of last year,
but instead of bringing down the cost
of healthcare, groceries, or housing,
Republicans are focused on protecting
President Trump while he invades for-
eign countries, builds golden ball-
rooms, and renames monuments to
himself, all while families in my dis-
trict watch their healthcare premiums
double.

I will remind everyone: Republicans
already Kkicked 15 million people off
their healthcare to pay for tax cuts for
billionaires.

I urge my Republican colleagues now
to do the right thing and to vote on be-
half of their constituents’ interests.
Vote to extend the ACA tax credits and
lower costs for America’s families.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I remind this body that the reason why
these COVID-era tax credits expired is
because the Democrats focused all
their resources on helping their
wealthy environmentalists with perma-
nent tax credits for electric vehicles
and solar panels.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Ala-
bama (Ms. SEWELL).

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of restoring
the Affordable Care Act tax credits and
lowering healthcare costs for millions
of Americans.

As of January 1, more than 400,000
Alabamians faced higher premiums be-
cause Republicans in this body let the
ACA tax credits expire. That is on top
of the nearly $1 trillion in cuts that
Republicans made to healthcare earlier
this year.

Today’s vote represents one more
chance for Republicans to do the right
thing, reverse their disastrous policies,
and join Democrats in making
healthcare more affordable.

Let’s make no mistake: This vote
would not have taken place had it not
been for the relentless efforts of House
Democrats and our leader, HAKEEM
JEFFRIES. I urge my Republican col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’” to restore the
ACA credits and lower healthcare
costs. In the words of Dr. King: ‘“The
time is always right to do what is
right.”

Mr. Speaker, let us restore the ACA
tax credits.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I include in the RECORD a bombshell
GAO report documenting evidence of
widespread fraud, with billions of dol-
lars going to fraudulent enrollees, in-
cluding as many as 58,000 dead people.

U.S. GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE,
Washington, DC, December 3, 2025.
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act:
Preliminary Results from Ongoing Re-
view Suggest Fraud Risks in the Advance
Premium Tax Credit Persist
Hon. BRETT GUTHRIE,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
House of Representatives.
Hon. JIM JORDAN,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives.
Hon. JASON SMITH,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
House of Representatives.

The Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act (PPACA) provides premium tax
credits to those who purchase private health
insurance plans and meet certain income and
other requirements. Individuals may have
the federal government pay this credit to
their health insurance issuers in advance on
their behalf, known as the advance premium
tax credit (APTC), which Ilowers their
monthly premium payments.

Millions of consumers have purchased
health insurance plans through the market-
places established under PPACA. The Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS),
within the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), is responsible for maintain-
ing the federal Marketplace and overseeing
state-based marketplaces. Under PPACA,
states may elect to operate their own state-
based marketplace or to use the federal Mar-
ketplace. These marketplaces determine eli-
gibility for APTC, based in part on income,
and allow individuals to compare and choose
among insurance plans offered by partici-
pating private health care coverage issuers.
CMS estimated it paid nearly $124 billion in
APTC for about 19.5 million enrollees for
plan year 2024.
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Consumers can enroll in health insurance
coverage through a marketplace independ-
ently or with assistance, such as from an in-
surance agent or broker. As discussed later
in this report, agents and brokers can help a
consumer apply for coverage, including for
related financial assistance, and enroll in a
plan. Assistance from an agent or broker is
of no cost to a consumer. Rather, agents and
brokers are allowed to receive compensation
directly from health insurance issuers in ac-
cordance with agreements with those issuers
and any applicable state requirements.

Indictments from December 2024 and Feb-
ruary 2025 highlight concerns about agent
and broker practices in the federal Market-
place. Specifically, the indictments allege
that bad actors enrolled consumers in insur-
ance through the federal Marketplace by fal-
sifying information on their applications.
Additionally, according to CMS, the agency
received approximately 275,000 complaints
between January and August 2024 that con-
sumers were enrolled in a plan or had their
plan changed without their consent. Such
practices can result in wasteful federal
spending on APTC for enrollees who are not
eligible. Further, such practices can result in
harm and unexpected costs for consumers.
These can include loss of access to medical
providers and medications, higher copay-
ments and deductibles, or repayment of
APTC if income or other eligibility was mis-
represented.

We previously reported that APTC is at
risk of fraud. For example, in September
2016, we found that federal and state market-
places approved coverage for our fictitious
applicants. Nearly all of these fictitious ap-
plicants remained covered after we sent fic-
titious documents or no documents to re-
solve issues with our applications. Further,
in July 2017, we found that CMS did not de-
sign processes to verify eligibility for APTC,
including preventing duplicate coverage.

You asked us to review issues related to
fraud risk management in APTC. This report
is based on preliminary results and analyses
from that ongoing work. Specifically, this
report addresses preliminary results from
our

1. covert testing of federal Marketplace en-
rollment controls for plan years 2024 and
2025,

2. analyses of federal Marketplace enroll-
ment data for plan years 2023 and 2024, and

3. evaluation of CMS’s fraud risk assess-
ment and antifraud strategy for APTC.

To perform covert testing of federal Mar-
ketplace enrollment controls, we created 20
fictitious identities and submitted applica-
tions for individual health care coverage in
the federal Marketplace. We submitted appli-
cations for four of these fictitious identities
in October 2024 for coverage through Decem-
ber 2024, which was the remainder of that
plan year. We pursued coverage for plan year
2025 for all 20 fictitious identities, including
the four identities for which we already sub-
mitted applications. Our covert testing for
plan year 2025 is ongoing, since the plan year
is not yet complete. As a result, we will de-
scribe additional details of the 2025 applica-
tions in a future report.

Our covert testing included applications
submitted independently through
HealthCare.gov, which is the federal Market-
place’s website, and applications submitted
with assistance from an insurance agent or
broker. For all our applicant scenarios, we
sought to act as an ordinary consumer would
in attempting to make a successful applica-
tion. For example, if, during online applica-
tions, we were directed to make phone calls
to complete the process, we acted as in-
structed.

For applications for plan year 2024, our
covert tests included fictitious applicants
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who provided invalid (i.e., never issued) So-
cial Security numbers (SSN). Additionally,
we stated income at a level eligible to obtain
APTC. As appropriate, we used publicly
available information to construct our appli-
cations for coverage and subsidies. We also
used publicly available hardware, software,
and materials to produce counterfeit docu-
ments that we submitted, if appropriate for
our testing, when instructed to do so. We
then observed the outcomes of the document
submissions, such as any approvals received
or requests to provide additional supporting
documentation. The results of our covert
testing, while illustrative of potential en-
rollment control weaknesses, cannot be gen-
eralized to the overall enrollment popu-
lation.

To examine federal Marketplace enroll-
ment for plan years 2023 and 2024, we ob-
tained and analyzed federal Marketplace en-
rollment and payment data, including APTC
information, from CMS. We also matched en-
rollee SSNs in the data to two additional
data sources: (1) Social Security Administra-
tion’s (SSA) full death file, a database con-
taining records of death that have been re-
ported to SSA, as of November 2024 and (2)
April 2025 data from the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) on APTC reconciliation from
tax forms filed for tax year 2023. We assessed
the reliability of all data sets by performing
electronic tests to determine the complete-
ness and accuracy of key fields. We also re-
viewed agency documentation and inter-
viewed knowledgeable agency officials about
the reliability of the data. Overall, we found
that the data were reliable for our purposes.

To examine CMS’s fraud risk assessment
and antifraud strategy for APTC, we re-
viewed documentation of CMS’s policies and
fraud risk management activities related to
APTC. This included CMS’s 2018 fraud risk
assessment for APTC. Additionally, we inter-
viewed agency officials about CMS’s fraud
risk management activities in this program.
We reviewed relevant reports from GAO and
HHS’s Office of the Inspector General. We
evaluated information from relevant docu-
mentation and interviews of agency officials
against relevant leading practices in GAO’s
A Framework for Managing Fraud Risks in
Federal Programs (Fraud Risk Framework).

To support all three objectives, we inter-
viewed CMS officials and representatives
from seven stakeholder organizations that
represent agents and brokers, state insur-
ance regulators, researchers, and one of the
entities that CMS approved to host a non-
marketplace website where consumers can
apply for and enroll in a plan offered through
the federal Marketplace.

The ongoing work upon which this report
is based is being conducted in accordance
with generally accepted government audit-
ing standards. Those standards require that
we plan and perform the audit to obtain suf-
ficient, appropriate evidence to provide a
reasonable basis for our findings and conclu-
sions based on our audit objectives. We be-
lieve that the evidence obtained provides a
reasonable basis for our preliminary findings
and conclusions based on our audit objec-
tives. Additionally, our related investigative
work is being conducted in accordance with
standards prescribed by the Council of the
Inspectors General on Integrity and Effi-
ciency.

Background
APTC ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT PROCESSES
APTC Eligibility

To qualify for a premium tax credit, indi-
viduals must be enrolled in a qualified
health plan offered through a marketplace
and meet certain criteria. These tax credits
can be paid in advance through APTC.

The amount of the premium tax credit var-
ies based on household income and the cost
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of a benchmark plan. The credit limits what
the consumer would pay for that plan to be
no more than a certain percentage of their
household income. The American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 made temporary changes to
premium tax credits by expanding eligibility
to higher-income individuals and increasing
premium tax credits for lower-income indi-
viduals for tax years 2021 and 2022. For exam-
ple, the law increased the premium tax cred-
it amounts for eligible individuals and fami-
lies, resulting in access to plans with no pre-
mium contributions for those earning 100 to
150 percent of the federal poverty level. It
also expanded eligibility for premium tax
credits to include certain individuals and
families with incomes at or above 400 percent
of the federal poverty level. Public Law 117-
169—commonly known as the Inflation Re-
duction Act of 2022—extended these provi-
sions through the end of tax year 2025.

In 2013, CMS developed the Data Services
Hub (Hub) to help verify applicant eligibility
in an automated manner. To do so, the Hub
matches applicant information, such as SSN
and estimated income, against trusted data
sources. These sources include records from
SSA and IRS. In the federal Marketplace,
the system generates an inconsistency when
data matching processes are not able to
verify applicant information against the
Hub’s trusted sources. When an inconsist-
ency is generated, applicants are instructed
to provide documentation to support infor-
mation on their applications that cannot be
verified by the Hub’s data matching.
Marketplaces and Enrollment Pathways

States, along with the District of Colum-
bia, may elect to rely on the federal Market-
place or operate their own health insurance
marketplace.

The federal Marketplace offers multiple
pathways to enroll in health insurance cov-
erage and receive APTC. Consumers in states
that use the federal Marketplace may enroll
in coverage through the pathway known as
HealthCare.gov or an enhanced direct enroll-
ment (EDE) pathway, among others.

Role of Agents and Brokers

Consumers seeking to obtain health insur-
ance through the federal Marketplace may
receive assistance from agents and brokers
who help them apply for coverage, including
related financial assistance, and enroll in a
health plan. In return, agents and brokers
receive payment (commissions or salaries)
from the issuers of the health plans. Agents
and brokers must be licensed in the state in
which they sell plans and registered with
CMS to sell plans through the federal Mar-
ketplace. According to CMS, most enroll-
ments in the federal Marketplace are as-
sisted by an agent or broker through the
EDE and direct enrollment pathways.

CMS is responsible for oversight of agents
and brokers in the federal Marketplace and
ensuring that they comply with federal
rules. Agents and brokers are required to,
among other things, obtain and document
consumers’ consent before assisting them
with applying for and enrolling in coverage
through the federal Marketplace. For exam-
ple, consumer consent is required before the
agent or broker can

collect or use any personally identifiable
information, such as name, date of birth, and
SSN;

help a consumer apply for coverage or fi-
nancial assistance by completing an eligi-
bility application on their behalf; and

actively enroll a consumer in a plan of-
fered through the federal Marketplace.

After a consumer has applied or is en-
rolled, the agent or broker can also update a
consumer’s eligibility application or plan se-
lection on their behalf, if the initial consent
authorized the agent or broker to do so, or if
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they obtained subsequent consent for any
new actions. Agents and brokers are required
to make documentation of consumer consent
available to CMS upon request in response to
monitoring, audit, and enforcement actions.
Fraud Risk Management

The objective of fraud risk management is
to ensure program integrity by continuously
and strategically mitigating both the likeli-
hood and effects of fraud, while also facili-
tating a program’s mission. The Fraud Risk
Framework provides a comprehensive set of
leading practices that serve as a guide for
agency managers to use when developing ef-
forts to combat fraud in a strategic, risk-
based manner. As depicted in figure 2, the
framework organizes the leading practices
within four components: (1) Commit, (2) As-
sess, (3) Design and Implement, and (4)
Evaluate and Adapt.

In June 2016, the Fraud Reduction and
Data Analytics Act of 2015 (FRDAA) required
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to establish guidelines for federal agencies to
create controls to identify and assess fraud
risks to design and implement antifraud con-
trol activities. The act further required OMB
to incorporate the leading practices from the
Fraud Risk Framework in the guidelines.
The Payment Integrity Information Act of
2019 repealed FRDAA but maintained the re-
quirement for OMB to provide guidelines to
agencies in implementing the Fraud Risk
Framework.

In its 2016 Circular No. A-123 guidelines,
OMB directed agencies to adhere to the
Fraud Risk Framework’s leading practices.
In October 2022, OMB issued a Controller
Alert reminding agencies that they must es-
tablish financial and administrative controls
to identify and assess fraud risks. In addi-
tion, the alert reminded agencies that they
should adhere to the leading practices in the
Fraud Risk Framework as part of their ef-
forts to effectively design, implement, and
operate an internal control system that ad-
dresses fraud risks.

The Federal Marketplace Approved Sub-
sidized Coverage for Nearly All of Our Fic-
titious Applicants in Plan Years 2024 and
2025, Suggesting Weaknesses Persist

Our covert testing of enrollment controls
in the federal Marketplace suggests weak-
nesses have persisted since our tests in plan
years 2015 through 2016. All four of our ficti-
tious applications received subsidized cov-
erage through the federal Marketplace in
late 2024. Additionally, although our work is
ongoing, as of September 2025 18 of our 20 fic-
titious applications for plan year 2025 were
receiving subsidized coverage. We will con-
tinue to monitor the status of these applica-
tions during plan year 2025.

ALL FOUR OF OUR FICTITIOUS APPLICANTS

RECEIVED SUBSIDIZED COVERAGE IN LATE 2024

To test enrollment controls, we developed
and submitted four fictitious applications to
obtain insurance coverage with APTC
through the federal Marketplace. We applied
for coverage for these four applicants in Oc-
tober 2024. We submitted the applications
outside of the open enrollment period, using
a special enrollment period for low-income
applicants. In two cases, we applied for cov-
erage directly through HealthCare.gov. In
the other two cases, we applied via telephone
with assistance from an insurance broker.
The brokers that assisted us used EDE sys-
tems to submit our applications.

The federal Marketplace approved fully
subsidized insurance coverage for all four of
our fictitious applicants for November
through December 2024. The combined total
amount of APTC paid to insurance compa-
nies for all four fictitious enrollees was
about $2,350 per month. While our fictitious
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enrollees are not generalizable to the uni-
verse of enrollees, they suggest weaknesses
in enrollment controls—such as identity
proofing and income verification—in the fed-
eral Marketplace through both
HealthCare.gov and EDE systems.

The results of our covert testing for plan
year 2024 are generally consistent with re-
sults of similar testing we conducted for plan
years 2014 through 2016.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. DELBENE).

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my unwavering sup-
port for this extension of the enhanced
ACA tax credits.

For the last year, my colleagues and
I have fought to keep these enhanced
tax credits. While this vote is later
than it should have been, it is not too
late to do what is right for the Amer-
ican people and for my constituents
like Gerry, who has already seen a 60-
percent increase in his premiums;
Steve, whose plan went up by over 40
percent; and Mitch, who is looking at a
420-percent increase for him and his
wife.

Republicans and the Trump adminis-
tration promised to bring down prices.
Instead, they have made healthcare a
luxury that only some can afford.

I believe everyone should have af-
fordable, quality, accessible
healthcare. Because of that, I will be
voting in favor of this legislation and
supporting the extension of the en-
hanced ACA tax credits.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HARIDOPOLOS).

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
am honored to be here this afternoon
to talk about what is so important to
all of us, and that is healthcare, not
just health insurance.

A clean, 3-year extension brought by
the minority would send $110 billion di-
rectly to insurance companies.

As the chairman just mentioned, a
recent GAO report showed that 23 out
of 24 fraudulent enrollees were ap-
proved and received taxpayer subsidies
directly to insurance companies. The
GAO even reported that they were not
required to provide documentation,
such as Social Security numbers or in-
come verification. It was money sent
directly to insurance companies from
taxpayers.

Democrats said healthcare would be
affordable, yet since the implementa-
tion of this bad idea, premiums are up
80 percent. At the same time, nearly 20
percent of the individual market
claims are denied by insurance compa-
nies.

In 2024, 87 percent of the revenue
made by insurance companies selling
ACA exchange claims came from tax-
payer dollars.

To quote an article from The Wall
Street Journal, Democrats sold
ObamaCare on the false pretenses that
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it would make healthcare affordable.
Let me say that again: false pretenses.
Extending the subsidies would perpet-
uate that fraud.

We passed a bill before Christmas
that would reduce costs by 11 percent,
and that was from the CBO. The CBO
said that, and we are not exactly the
biggest fans of that unique organiza-
tion. Our plan would actually fight
fraud, which was highlighted in the
GAO report.

Finally, we would actually give
choice to individuals as opposed to this
one-size-fits-all debacle. We want
healthcare, not a plan to simply fund
insurance companies.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. CHU).

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, 1 week ago,
Republicans skyrocketed healthcare
costs for 22 million Americans. They
chose to let the ACA tax credits expire,
even though there was bipartisan sup-
port to extend them.

Now, families are seeing premiums
jump by hundreds, even thousands, of
dollars a month. That is utterly dev-
astating and was entirely avoidable.

Middle-class families are being forced
to cancel coverage. People with cancer
are going uninsured. Small business
owners are being told to pay 34 percent
more, or $40,000 a year, or go without
care.

Republicans knew this would happen,
and they did it anyway. Now, we have
a chance to fix it. Democrats have a
clean, 3-year extension of these tax
credits on the floor today with bipar-
tisan support.

Let’s make sure families get the help
they need. We must vote ‘‘yes’ on this
bill.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. BEYER).

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, every day,
more Americans are being hurt by the
Republican healthcare crisis. Tax cred-
its that help working people afford
healthcare are vanishing, and Ameri-
cans are watching billionaires get huge
tax cuts while the cost of living goes
up.
My Republican friends knew that re-
fusing to renew these tax credits would
cause healthcare costs to skyrocket.
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Mr. Speaker, they decided to cancel
work for 2 months and simply ignored
the affordability problem. President
Trump even called it a hoax.

Democrats put forward this bill to
help the American people. Thanks to a
few sensible colleagues on the other
side, we were able to force a vote on it.

While Trump continues his self-deal-
ing corruption and growing fondness
for attacking foreign countries, his ad-
ministration is lawlessly killing and
lying about the death of an unarmed
woman in Minneapolis.

Republican leadership in Congress
had to be forced to even allow a vote on
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this bill. Democrats here are focused
on a bill to lower costs for tens of mil-
lions of Americans and prevent many
from losing healthcare.

Mr. Speaker, we speak about life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. We
can’t be free, it is hard to be happy,
and lives are cut short with no
healthcare.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. SCHNEIDER).

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to strongly and proudly support
Leader JEFFRIES’ discharge petition to
extend the ACA premium subsidies.

Just 8 days ago, President Trump and
the Republican Congress let the ACA
subsidies expire. Consequently, rather
than working on their new year’s reso-
lution, 22 million hardworking Ameri-
cans are forced to decide what sac-
rifices they need to make to afford
their insurance or whether they need
to sacrifice their families’ healthcare.

That is why today is a happy day. We
are one step closer to helping millions
of Americans afford healthcare. Get-
ting to this day wasn’t easy, but Demo-
crats stayed united and stood firm.
After fighting for months, we are
joined by Republican colleagues who
recognize that we have a responsibility
to help ensure Americans can afford to
provide healthcare for their families.

Mr. Speaker, it is our job to bring
down the cost for Americans. It is our
job to make life better for Americans.
It is our job to ensure that every fam-
ily has access to affordable and quality
care. Let’s do our job. Let’s extend the
ACA credits. I urge my colleagues to
support the discharge petition.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PANETTA).

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, for the
past year we have been talking about
the damage done by not extending tax
credits for the Affordable Care Act.
Now this year, no longer is it theory. It
is fact. It is no longer talk. It is pain.

The fact is 20 million people are feel-
ing the pain with their healthcare
costs going up. Millions more are los-
ing health insurance. In my district,
tens of thousands are going to be pay-
ing more for healthcare.

Today, the fact is that we can do our
jobs and, rather than take healthcare
away, we can actually help fix it. I
commend all of my Democratic col-
leagues and, yes, even a few on the Re-
publican side that signed the discharge
petition and will vote for this bill
today, a day in a week that has been
absolutely hectic.

Rather than constantly responding to
the craziness from this administration,
by voting ‘‘yes,” Congress can finally
focus on the substance of fixing
healthcare. The fact is this bill is a
short-term fix for extending tax cred-
its. It is also a vehicle for our Senate
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colleagues to use so that we in Con-
gress can provide a long-term fix to
provide people with affordable and ac-
cessible healthcare.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Nevada
(Mr. HORSFORD).

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to speak about being on the right side
of history. I have taken the time to lis-
ten directly to the people of Nevada’s
Fourth District and all across my great
State. They have shared their stories,
their concerns, and their fears about
their healthcare.

I am talking about people like Rich-
ard and his wife who have worked to do
everything right. They budgeted. They
made sacrifices. Yet, today, they are
paying $1,200 a month for health insur-
ance, up from $280 a month just a
month ago because vital healthcare
lifelines were allowed to expire.

Richard told me that they can iden-
tify places to make cuts in their lives,
but what worries him is what they will
be forced to give up. That includes
fewer groceries, fewer essentials, and
fewer visits with family.

Mr. Speaker, I get it. Some in this
Chamber want to make this about poli-
tics. The reality is this is life and
death. It is life and death for the 15
million Americans who are at risk of
losing healthcare, while Republicans
found the time and the money to give
tax cuts to billionaires but no time to
give relief to middle-class families.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Leader
JEFFRIES and Democrats. I call on my
Republican colleagues to join us, and
let’s be on the right side of history.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 10%
minutes remaining.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from New York (Mr. SUOZZI).

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, everyone
here knows that affordability and the
affordability of healthcare is the top
concern of Americans today. Failure to
extend these tax credits will cause
health insurance premiums to sKky-
rocket all across our land.

In my district, Mr. Speaker, if you
utilize the premium tax credits, a fam-
ily of four making $130,000 has to pay
82 percent of their income for health
insurance premiums, or about $10,000 or
$11,000 a year. If we refuse to act, their
bill will go to $30,000 a year, or $1,500
more per month. That is crazy. They
won’t even buy their insurance. As a
result, it will reduce the risk pool,
which will cause everyone’s premiums
in our country to go up.

That is why for months the Problem
Solvers Caucus has been working
across the aisle, both here in the House
and the Senate, to find bipartisan solu-
tions to this very real affordability cri-
sis.

Mr. Speaker, let’s deliver a huge vic-
tory for the American people. Let’s
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overcome the partisan toxicity of
Washington, D.C. Let’s get Democrats
and Republicans, Members of the House
and the Senate, to work together to
serve the needs of the American people.
I urge all of my colleagues to vote
ﬁbyes.’7

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT).

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in defense of affordable healthcare for
all Americans, even though my own
constituents are not afforded the same
benefits as Americans living in the 50
States. We are not part of the ex-
change. We have no SSI. We have caps
on Medicaid in jurisdictions, unlike
elsewhere.

If my colleagues need a clear illus-
tration of what happens when Afford-
able Care Act benefits are taken away,
look to the Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico, which are excluded from those.
Our healthcare system is in crisis. Hos-
pitals operate under Medicare formulas
from the 1980s with chronic shortages
of supplies, medication, equipment,
and staff.

Patients bring sheets and diapers to
the hospital. Doctors pool their money
to pay vendors. Hospital funding gaps
exceed $34 million. More than 3,000 peo-
ple have lost Medicaid. Puerto Rico’s
capped Medicaid funding forced reli-
ance on borrowing and debt, which con-
tributed to their 2017 bankruptcy.

The failure to extend enhanced pre-
mium  tax credits has doubled
healthcare costs for 20 million Ameri-
cans. My colleagues don’t want the
healthcare system we have. Pass this
legislation.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT), the ranking
member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of the bill to extend
the Affordable Care Act’s enhanced
premium tax credits through a clean, 3-
year extension.

Last year, the Republicans blocked
the extension of these credits in the
big, ugly bill. With the expiration of
the tax credits last month, the health
premium costs have skyrocketed, caus-
ing millions to lose their coverage.

When more people lose coverage,
costs go up for everyone. Uninsured pa-
tients often delay seeing a doctor and
end up needing more costly care at the
emergency room. When there are more
uninsured, hospitals, especially in
rural areas, face financial hardships
and may be forced to close. In other
words, those unpaid bills do not dis-
appear. They are shifted onto every-
body else, and everyone suffers.

Today, Congress can step in to ad-
dress the sharp premium increases and
provide stability for working families
across the country. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and to sup-
port affordable healthcare.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GOMEZ).
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Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is about
damned time that this bill is actually
going to get a vote. Here is why. The
Republicans in the summer passed
their One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which
I am glad they are not trying to
rebrand anymore. It cut Medicaid by
almost $1 trillion. It took away food
stamps. Then they refused to extend
the ACA subsidies that would help ACA
tax credits, that would help people in
their own States.

That is what the Democrat majority
next year is going to do. We will con-
tinue fighting for our own people
throughout the country. It doesn’t
matter if a constituent is in a red
State or a blue State, if someone is
hurting because of the Republican ma-
jority this year. Donald Trump has
taken away healthcare. He has taken
away food stamps. He has taken away
opportunities. We are going to make
sure that we reverse all that.

The first step is these ACA tax cred-
its because it is going to help working
families. The party in the majority
now said they were going to lower the
cost of living, but they failed. Now we
are going to step up.

O 1640

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. UNDERWOOD).

Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of my bill to ex-
tend the Affordable Care Act tax cred-
its and to put an end to the Republican
healthcare crisis.

This Republican majority wasted all
of 2025 by refusing to extend the tax
credits in time to prevent the premium
hikes that families across the country
are facing right now. Costs are out-
rageous. House Democrats had to use a
discharge petition to force them to do
the right thing and finally hold this
vote.

We have heard a lot of confusing lies
from the majority today. Mr. Speaker,
the truth is that the ACA tax credits
from my legislation work. They are in-
credibly popular, yet Republicans
chose to let them expire on December
31.

Today, we have a chance to fix their
mistake, lower costs, and protect care
for millions of Americans. I urge a
‘“‘yes’ vote.

I thank Leader JEFFRIES, Mr. NEAL,
Speaker PELOSI, and Brandon Casey for
working with me on this.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. SALINAS).

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to pass
this legislation to prevent families’
healthcare costs from skyrocketing.

I will share just a few messages from
my hardworking constituents who will
be impacted.

Kelly from Salem wrote: ‘“My policy
is going to increase from $40 to $191. I
will have no wiggle room in my budget,
no room for emergencies.”
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Rachel from Amity says that her
plan will increase from $511 to $1,328
per month. She wrote: ‘“We will prob-
ably choose to only insure our child.
We cannot afford 25 percent of our in-
come going to health insurance.”’

Janice from Salem said that her
monthly costs will go from $465 to
$1,100. ‘I will go without health insur-
ance if I can’t bring it way down to no
more than $500 a month. I am 5 years
away from retirement.”

Mr. Speaker, these are just three sto-
ries from about 16,000 in my district,
and there are millions just like these
across our country. Our constituents
are counting on this body to lower
their costs and save their healthcare.

Mr. Speaker, I urge an ‘‘aye’ vote.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI).

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of extension of the
ACA tax credits.

I met Shadene Butchart in Chicago.
She has ALS. Since the ACA tax cred-
its have expired, her health insurance
premium consumes the entirety of her
husband’s Social Security check. She
will not be able to afford any health in-
surance to cover this incredibly dis-
tressing disease.

I rise strongly in support, and I urge
my colleagues to support it, as well.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

May I inquire as to how much time is
remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 4 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I am prepared to close, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, it is too bad that we
had to play this out to the anxiety and
consternation of the American people.
Think of what this might be like if you
didn’t know a month ago whether or
not your children were going to have
health insurance. Think of the anguish
that you might feel proceeding into the
holidays while not knowing whether or
not that child would be able to com-
plete the doctor’s appointment that
you had made for them because you
didn’t have health insurance.

I didn’t hear the other side com-
plaining about keeping 26-year-olds on
their parents’ health insurance. How
about the idea that, in the ACA, we
were able to abolish preexisting condi-
tions being routinely used to deny the
opportunity to access even primary
care for millions and millions of Amer-
icans.

Mr. Speaker, I call attention to this
because I have watched over these
years how the ACA has not only be-
come more popular, but the American
people have come to expect the bene-
fits of the ACA.
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This argument for those of us who
were here and participated at the time
was not really complex at all. The ar-
gument was that we would proceed on
the basis of the notion of universal ac-
cess and that you wouldn’t have to
worry that if you went to the emer-
gency room, you somehow might be
turned away because you had not been
able to pay another bill.

We don’t get a chance on this Earth
to predict when we are going to get
sick. Those are the basic actuarial re-
alities of what insurance is about. By
way of example, we don’t get to buy
homeowners’ insurance after the house
has burned down. We don’t get to buy
life insurance after we die.

The idea of what we did here was to
spread the notion of risk, an entirely
reasonable consequence, authored by
former President Obama and, by the
way, the steadfast determination at
the time of Speaker PELOSI.

This was negotiated across the board
with all members of the healthcare sys-
tem, and we came up with a reasonable
solution that we continue to build
upon.

Mr. Speaker, I will point out a couple
of pretty important statistics: 4 years
straight of record enrollment in the Af-
fordable Care Act, and 24.3 million
Americans have now signed up.

That is what we had in mind. When
you look back at these enhanced pre-
mium tax credits, we keep hearing the
other side say that there are billion-
aires and millionaires who are driving
the benefit. JCT has said that nobody
over $500,000 is getting this benefit. We
are open to these conversations as we
go forward, as well. Yet, only 38 per-
cent of their tax cuts inure to the ben-
efit of people at the lower end of the
economic spectrum.

By ending these enhanced tax cred-
its, we will stop the Republican assault
on the ACA. They have repeatedly said
that they want to work with us, but
there has been no effort on the Repub-
lican side to work with us on expand-
ing and extending these tax credits.

There has been no concerted effort
from our Republican colleagues to real-
ly put on a piece of legislation, a tax
bill, that stands up under the magni-
fying glass of critical analysis. It is
patchwork. It is announced every time
we get near some cliff in the debate
that somehow they have a healthcare
plan. We haven’t seen it yet.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to close by
saying the same words that I opened
with: This is a most significant day.
This is a happy day for the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I will remind the body
that the reason why these enhanced
subsidies are expiring is because the
Democrats are the only ones in this
Chamber who voted for them to expire
on December 31. Apparently, they re-
gret that vote because they focused
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most of their dollars on making perma-
nent environmental tax policy in the
Green New Deal.

Mr. Speaker, they are the only ones
who have voted to take away these
subsidies. It is laughable, Mr. Speaker,
when you hear Members on the other
side say that the Republicans created
this healthcare crisis.

Guess what. It was the Democrats
who wrote the Affordable Care Act that
is being debated on the floor right now.
They are upset because, as of December
31, it reverted back to the Affordable
Care Act, which they have championed,
what they passed, not Republicans,
Democrats.

Mr. Speaker, the healthcare crisis is
clearly created by the Democrats.

We have highlighted the fraud and
waste within the exchanges. More than
half of the people on the exchanges did
not even file one medical claim last
year, but those insurance companies
were being subsidized.

O 1650

I want to remind the American peo-
ple that not $1 goes to them. It all goes
to the big health insurance companies
that have been doing very well, while
premiums for every single American
have been rising for the last decade and
a half.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I urge this
body to vote ‘‘no.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 780,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 230, nays
196, not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 11]

The

YEAS—230
Adams Casar Dayvis (IL)
Aguilar Case Davis (NC)
Amo Casten De La Cruz
Ansari Castor (FL) Dean (PA)
Auchincloss Castro (TX) DeGette
Balint Cherfilus- DeLauro
Barragan McCormick DelBene
Beatty Chu Deluzio
Bell Cisneros DeSaulnier
Bera Clark (MA) Dexter
Beyer Clarke (NY) Dingell
Bishop Cleaver Doggett
Bonamici Clyburn Elfreth
Boyle (PA) Cohen Escobar
Bresnahan Conaway Espaillat
Brown Correa Evans (PA)
Brownley Costa Fields
Budzinski Courtney Figures
Bynum Craig Fitzpatrick
Carbajal Crockett Fletcher
Carey Crow Foster
Carson Cuellar Foushee
Carter (LA) Davids (KS) Frankel, Lois
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Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gillen

Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Hurd (CO)
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Joyce (OH)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean

Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Krishnamoorthi
LaLota
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Lawler

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei (NV)
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Balderson
Barr
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice
Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Davidson
DesJarlais

Lynch
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Mannion
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Min
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan
Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Ross

Ruiz

Ryan

NAYS—196

Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Evans (CO)
Ezell

Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Fine
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher

Gill (TX)
Gimenez
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Gosar
Graves
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
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Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Simon
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Underwood
Valadao
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Walkinshaw
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Whitesides
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)
Wittman

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (PA)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
Langworthy
Latta

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Massie

Mast
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McDowell

McGuire Reschenthaler Strong
Messmer Rogers (AL) Stutzman
Meuser Rogers (KY) Taylor
Miller (IL) Rose Tenney
Miller (WV) Rouzer Thompson (PA)
M}ller-Meeks Roy ) Tiffany
Mgcl)?enaar gg 1il'se Timmons
ali
Moore (AL) Schmids ;F,Z;ng’; e(gH)
Moore (NC) Schweikert Van Duyne
Moore (UT) Scott, Austin
Moore (WV) Self Van Epps
Moran Sessions Wagner
Nehls Shreve Walberg
Newhouse Simpson Weber (TX)
Norman Smith (MO) Webster (FL)
Obernolte Smith (NE) Westerman
Ogles Smith (NJ) Wied
Onder Smucker Williams (TX)
Owens Spartz Wilson (SC)
Palmer Stauber Womack
Patronis Stefanik Yakym
Perry Steil Zinke
Pfluger Steube
NOT VOTING—5
Baird McCaul Rutherford
Hunt Murphy
0 1713
Messrs. CRAWFORD and SCOTT

FRANKLIN of Florida changed their
vote from ‘‘yea’” to ‘‘nay.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 1600, H.R. 1601, AND H.R.
670

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that I may
hereafter be considered as the first
sponsor of H.R. 1600, the Crimea Annex-
ation Non-Recognition Act; H.R. 1601,
the Defending Ukraine’s Territorial In-
tegrity Act; and H.R. 670, the Lady Lib-
erty Act, bills originally introduced by
Representative Connolly of Virginia,
for the purposes of adding cosponsors
and requesting reprintings pursuant to
clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR CON-
GRESSMAN RICHARD T. “DICK”
SCHULZE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, we rise today in memory
of Congressman Richard T. ¢“Dick”
Schulze, who died on December 23 at
the age of 96.

Congressman Schulze represented the
Philadelphia suburbs from 1975 to 1993
in the people’s House. He was the driv-
ing force behind designating historic
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, a national
park.

Dick was the ranking member of the
House Ways and Means Committee and
twice chaired the Republican Study
Committee. He also served as chairman
of the National Prayer Breakfast.
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President Ronald Reagan appointed
Congressman Schulze to the Presi-
dential Advisory Committee on Fed-
eralism, an honor that Dick deeply val-
ued.

Dick’s lifelong interest in conserva-
tion and wildlife issues led him to
found the Congressional Sportsmen’s
Caucus and Foundation in 1989. Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush would later ap-
point him to serve on the National
Fish and Wildlife Board.

Mr. Speaker, for 18 distinguished
years, Congressman Schulze served in
the House of Representatives. He was
known for being a fair-minded, com-
monsense legislator who worked with
Members on both sides of the aisle.

Funeral services will take place on
Saturday in Malvern, Pennsylvania.
Our thoughts are with his wife of 33
years, Nancy, his four children, and all
of his family.

May God bless Congressman Dick
Schulze.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would ask all Members and those
in the gallery to rise for a moment of
silence.

————
0 1720
NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
January as National Blood Donor
Month.

Since its inception in 1970, National
Blood Donor Month recognizes the mil-
lions of Americans who help save lives
by donating blood. Statistics show that
every two seconds, someone in this
country needs blood.

On average, one in seven hospital pa-
tients need blood, and approximately
29,000 units of red blood cells are need-
ed every day in the United States.

Over the last 50 years, public aware-
ness for blood donation has increased.
Now approximately 13.6 million volun-
teers donate blood annually.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, more than 5,000 blood drives
were held in 2025, according to the Red
Cross. I am encouraged to see constitu-
ents ready to roll up their sleeves and
help those in need. In fact, one of the
most challenging times of the year to
collect blood donations is in the winter
months.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all Americans
will take the time to consider donating
blood this month. It is important to
know that one blood donation can save
lives.

————

SOCIAL SECURITY CUSTOMER
SERVICE

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
74 million Americans depend on Social
Security, but because of the Trump ad-
ministration’s actions, customer serv-
ice has completely collapsed. The agen-
cy faces 6 million backlogged cases, 12
million delayed field-office trans-
actions, and some of the worst wait
times in history.

Why is this happening? It is because
the Trump administration pushed out
7,000 Social Security employees. That
is 12 percent of their workforce. Offices
were reorganized overnight, hiring was
frozen, and thousands of workers were
reassigned.

This has real-life consequences for
my constituents, like a 7b-year-old
stroke victim who hasn’t received his
check for months because he can’t
drive or use a computer, or an immi-
grant who may lose his job because a
name correction appointment is weeks
away, or the retiree who waited hours
just to schedule an appointment on the
phone.

Social Security is not a political ex-
periment. It is a promise. The Amer-
ican people paid into the system and
earned these benefits. They shouldn’t
have to fight their own government to
receive them.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6646

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOLDMAN) as
cosponsor of H.R. 6646.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BEGICH). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING SONNY MORRIS ON HIS
RETIREMENT

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Sonny Morris,
a dedicated public servant who is retir-
ing after 40 years on the Winder City
Council.

First elected in 1985 and taking office
in January of 1986, Councilman Morris
has spent four decades serving the peo-
ple of Winder, Georgia, with consist-
ency, humility, and a deep commit-
ment to his community.

Through periods of growth and
change, he has remained a steady voice
for residents and a trusted leader in
local government. Councilman Morris
has approached public service with a
clear focus on doing what is right for
his city.

His long tenure reflects not only the
confidence placed in him by voters but
also his willingness to listen, to col-
laborate, and to show up year after
year for the people he represents.

Serving as grand marshal of the 2025
Winder Christmas Parade was a fitting
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way for the community to say thank
you. I was honored to participate in
that parade and to meet Mr. Morris.

Winder is stronger because of Sonny
Morris, and his legacy of service will be
felt for years to come.

———

DELAYED WILDFIRE RESPONSE
EFFORTS

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, early last
year, the Flat fire burned over 23,000
acres of land in central Oregon, de-
stroying homes and forcing thousands
of people to evacuate.

Our historic fire crews were eventu-
ally able to contain the fire, but they
were unnecessarily delayed because
someone was flying a drone in the area,
and it punctured a hole in the plane.

Our historic fire crews cannot afford
this delay. It is not just happening in
Oregon. There has been an increase in
drones interfering with fire responses
across the country. We know that a
quick response is critical to containing
wildfire and saving homes and lives.
That is why I introduced the Wildfire
Aerial Response Safety Act along with
Congressmen Neguse, Crane, and
Ciscomani.

As Representatives from States with
dangerous wildfire seasons, we under-
stand how important it is to address
this issue and that it should not be par-
tisan. I am calling on the House to
take up our bill to prevent unnecessary
delays to wildfire response efforts.

CONGRATULATING MONTANA
STATE UNIVERSITY BOBCATS

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I have
risen before the House several times to
recognize the historic rivalry between
the Montana State University Bobcats
and the TUniversity of Montana
Grizzlies, but today I rise with enor-
mous pride to honor the Montana State
University Bobcats for their historic
FCS National Championship victory in
Nashville.

The Cats left it all on the field. They
played with grit, heart, and determina-
tion, carrying the weight of a State
that believed in them. From blocked
kicks and dramatic momentum swings
to a fourth-quarter comeback and the
first overtime finish in FCS title game
history, this contest delivered every-
thing that makes college football un-
forgettable.

This win marked Montana State’s
first national championship in 41 years,
ending a drought that stretched back
to 1984. With Montana programs reach-
ing the championship stage in four of
the last five seasons, it was only fitting
that the trophy finally returned to the
home of the Treasure State.
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The young men in blue and gold
made Montana proud. Their victory be-
longs not only to this university but to
an entire State.

Mr. President, if you are watching,
we would love to see them in the White
House. Go, Cats, go.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

REPORTING GANG ACTIVITY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to reintroduce the bipartisan
Gang Activity Reporting Act with the
gentlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON),
my fellow appropriator.

This legislation has an urgent pur-
pose: to give law enforcement the accu-
rate, comprehensive data they need to
combat gang violence and to keep our
communities safe.

From 2021 to 2024, law enforcement
agencies reported more than 69,000 inci-
dents of gang activity nationwide. Over
half involved violent crime. Yet, today,
Federal gang data remains fragmented,
inconsistent, and incomplete.

That gap puts officers at risk and
leaves communities, especially in rural
America, without the tools needed to
respond effectively. Our bill would re-
quire the Attorney General to submit
an annual report to Congress on gang
activity investigations and prosecu-
tions.

While recent FBI data show violent
crime trending downward, we Kknow
progress does not mean the work is all
done. This legislation strengthens pub-
lic safety, supports law enforcement,
and helps protect families from Ohio to
Iowa, and coast to coast.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
please support this critical Gang Activ-
ity Reporting Act.

——
0 1730

PRAYING FOR ZARIEA PATRICK
OF HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRANK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the resilience of
Harrison High School senior Zariea
Patrick.

In 2023, during Zariea’s sophomore
year, she and her Harrison classmates
were playing basketball when Zariea
took a hard elbow to the side of her
head as she went for a layup, leaving
her with a concussion.

As her symptoms worsened, an MRI
at the hospital confirmed a tumor
lodged in the right side of Zariea’s
brain. What followed were regular trips
to the hospital for chemotherapy,
which took a terrible toll on her phys-
ical well-being.
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In the spring of 2024, they believed
that the tumor showed improvement.
Unfortunately, she recently learned
that she would have to start chemo-
therapy all over again. Despite this,
her perseverance and her bright smile
continue to light up the entire commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me
in praying for Zariea during her battle
with this tumor.

————
DELIVERING ON COMMITMENTS TO
OREGON’S THIRD CONGRES-

SIONAL DISTRICT

(Ms. DEXTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, in my
first year in Congress, I made a simple
commitment to my district: to listen
and to get things done.

This week, I am proud to share that
I am delivering on that commitment. I
secured over $6 million in Community
Project Funding for seven trans-
formative community-led initiatives
across the district in Portland, Gresh-
am, Sandy, and Multnomah County.

These investments will help prevent
youth violence, modernize emergency
response systems, strengthen waste-
water infrastructure, expand behav-
ioral healthcare, and protect the clean
water our communities depend on.

Each project came directly from
local leaders working to solve urgent
issues on the ground, and I fought to
make sure every single one received
funding.

This is what government should be:
responsive, collaborative, and focused
on our people delivering results for
them and our families.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this
progress, and I am just getting started
for the people of Oregon’s Third.

———

FRAUD IN MINNESOTA

(Mr. FINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FINE. Mr. Speaker, I met with a
lot of angry constituents over the last
2 weeks. They are angry about how ex-
pensive America has become. They are
angry, in large part, because they real-
ize one simple truth: The Somali pi-
rates are not in the Horn of Africa any-
more. They are right here in our coun-
try, and their captain is Tim Walz.

While my constituents suffer today,
81 percent of Somali families are on
welfare. Nine billion dollars was stolen
from child nutrition, housing, and au-
tism services in Minnesota, largely
through Feeding Our Future, a pro-
gram that theoretically opened more
than 250 sites and was supposed to be
feeding 91 million meals. It was not
doing that.

There was a Medicaid program, the
Early Intensive Developmental and Be-
havioral Intervention program, where
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the Federal Government was paying 64
percent and fake autism treatment
firms were created.

Our constituents are suffering. Be-
fore we ask them to continue to suffer,
we owe it to them to root out everyone
who was involved in this fraud and hold
everyone accountable, and that is ex-
actly what I intend to do.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF BILL
HARRIS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of one of
our Nation’s most effective and deter-
mined advocates for children and fami-
lies: the singular Bill Harris, who dedi-
cated his life to this cause.

From founding KidsPac, a political
action group dedicated to promoting
public investments for children, to en-
acting the legislation that created The
National Child Traumatic Stress Net-
work in 2000, funded at $10 million that
has now grown to being a nearly $100
million initiative, Bill was a pas-
sionate leader, a persuasive advocate,
and he did not suffer fools.

He was never satisfied with symbolic
action or minor gestures. He pushed for
systemic change and substantive legis-
lation. Together, we were able to ex-
pand the child tax credit in 2003 to
cover more low-income families.

The Wall Street Journal called these
families ‘‘the lucky duckies,” and in
that spirit, Bill gifted me a set of rub-
ber duckies that remain in my office
today.

Our proudest achievement—and I say
ours because it was a team effort—was
the expanded monthly child tax credit
that was signed into law in 2021 as part
of the American Rescue Plan.

In 2021, child poverty was nearly cut
in half, hunger by a quarter, and it pro-
vided economic security to middle-
class and working families.

While many may never have heard of
Bill Harris, it was his tenacity and his
doing, and we will secure its future in
his name. We have much to do. We will
do it with his spirit.

——————

RURAL HEALTH
TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM

(Mr. SHREVE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHREVE. Mr. Speaker, a simple
principle should guide us: where we live
should not determine the quality of
healthcare that we can get, but for too
many Hoosiers, especially in our rural
communities, this isn’t the reality.

That is why the Working Families
Tax Cut Act matters. Through the new
Rural Health Transformation Program,
Indiana is receiving $207 million in
first-year funding, the first of 5 years
of support, to strengthen rural
healthcare statewide.
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This funding will support hospitals
and strengthen emergency care for
Hoosiers who can get that care close to
home. For communities from Conners-
ville to Richmond and across Rush,
Shelby, and Henry Counties, this
means quality care closer, shorter
drives for appointments, faster re-
sponse times when minutes count, es-
pecially for our seniors, veterans, and
working families.

This is the right kind of investment,
helping our rural communities stay
healthy without raising taxes, without
growing bureaucracy, and without
leaving Hoosiers behind.

———————

CHAMPION OF THE WEEK: CONRAD
PIERO

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to recognize Conrad Piero as
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District
Champion of the Week.

On December 18, Conrad, a loss pre-
vention specialist at a Walmart in Can-
ton, Ohio, was working in the store
when a man being held for allegedly
shoplifting pulled a gun on a Canton
police officer who was present and at-
tempting to question and detain the
suspect.

The man pointed the gun at the offi-
cer and pulled the trigger, but thank-
fully, the weapon malfunctioned and
did not discharge. In a remarkable act
of  Dbravery, Conrad immediately
stepped in to pull the gun away from
the suspect as he tried to point and
shoot at the officer for a second time.

Both the Canton Police Department
and Walmart said that Conrad went
above and beyond in his service to our
community, and I could not agree
more.

What could have been a terrible and
tragic situation went without anyone
being harmed through his remarkable
act of courage. It is average citizens
doing remarkable things just like this
that help make our community the
birthplace of champions. Conrad is cer-
tainly a champion in his own right, and
he has made Canton and Ohio’s 13th
Congressional District proud.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my sincere
gratitude to Conrad Piero for his he-
roic actions and congratulate him on
being named champion of the week.

————

CALIFORNIA IS THE MOST
POPULAR STATE TO LEAVE

(Mr. KILEY of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, today, the Governor of my State,
Gavin Newsom, gave his state of the
State address in which he declared that
California leads the Nation. Now, the
Governor isn’t wrong. As the residents
of our State know all too well, Cali-
fornia does lead the Nation.



H230

California leads the Nation in fraud.
California leads the Nation in unem-
ployment. California leads the Nation
in homelessness. California leads the
Nation in poverty. California leads the
Nation in illiteracy. California leads
the Nation in gas prices. California
leads the Nation in electricity prices.
California leads the Nation in housing
prices. California leads the Nation in
debt and deficits. Just this week, we
learned that for the sixth straight
year, California leads the Nation in
outbound U-Haul rentals. The greatest
State in the country has become the
most popular State to leave.

That, Mr. Speaker, is the true state
of our State during this Governor’s
tenure.

0 1740
HONORING GOVERNOR JIM HUNT

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor former Governor Jim Hunt, a
giant in North Carolina history who
sadly passed last month. Governor
Hunt leaves behind an extraordinary
legacy as a fighter for education, eco-
nomic development, equality, innova-
tion, and so much more. He was the en-
gine for positive progress in our State.

Hunt was known nationally as the
Education Governor. He worked relent-
lessly to ensure that every North Caro-
linian had access to high-quality and
public education and every teacher
earned a decent salary.

Governor Hunt was a visionary who
pushed the economy in North Carolina
into the modern era, propelling us from
economic stagnation to global leader-
ship in technology and innovation.

Personally, he was a mentor to me. I
will carry his legacy with me forever.
North Carolina is a better place be-
cause of Jim Hunt.

———

HONORING PAM MOLL

(Mrs. FEDORCHAK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor a valued member of
my team, Pam Moll, who retired last
week after an extraordinary career
serving North Dakotans. Pam served as
my constituent services director. Dur-
ing my predecessor, Kelly Armstrong’s
tenure, she had the same role.

For 7 years, she has been a steady
and trusted presence for veterans seek-
ing answers, seniors seeking help, and
families simply trying to be heard.
Pam is the kind of public servant most
Americans never see but whose work
touches countless lives.

She understood that behind every
case file and every form is a real per-
son, and she never lost sight of that.
Her legacy is not just measured in
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yvears of service but in the countless
lives she helped improve.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of North Da-
kota, I thank Pam and wish her the
very best in this next chapter.

———

REMOVING PFAS FROM OUR
ENVIRONMENT

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, PFAS
are everywhere, and they are endan-
gering Michiganders’ lives. PFAS, as
we know, are toxic forever chemicals
that persist in the environment, con-
taminate the water we drink, and accu-
mulate in the body. Sadly, Michigan is
ground zero for PFAS pollution.

I am proud to have worked across the
aisle to deliver results for Metro De-
troit and Michigan in this regard, but
we must do more. That is why today I
am introducing the PROTECT Act. It
is bipartisan legislation that takes ur-
gently needed steps to remove PFAS
from our environment and prevent fu-
ture contamination in the air we
breathe.

By listing PFAS as hazardous air pol-
lutants, this bill sets the foundation
for strong, science-based standards
that will reduce emissions. The PRO-
TECT Act also holds major polluters
responsible for the cleanup of these
poisons, delivering real transparency
and accountability to affected commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my bipartisan
cosponsors from Michigan and across
the country for joining me in this im-
portant effort. I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

————

FIXING THE IMMIGRATION CRISIS

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I at-
tended a hearing today in the Judici-
ary Committee. There was some confu-
sion in the committee about what we
should be doing to enforce our immi-
gration laws and who is at fault for the
mess we have in Minneapolis.

There are some people who are appar-
ently under the impression we should
only enforce our immigration laws if
the people who came here illegally
commit another crime. If we think
about it for 2 seconds, that is com-
pletely ridiculous.

Right now, every year in this coun-
try, about 850,000 new citizens are natu-
ralized citizens. When I was a child,
that was under 200,000. That is without
taking into account people who become
citizens because of birthright citizen-
ship, which is not even intended under
our Constitution.

We must not fall for the idea that all
a person has to do is sneak across the
border and hang around here and not
commit a felony and, therefore, they
come in here.
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I feel so sorry for our great President
Trump. He was left with such a mess
when Joe Biden let in 10 million people,
and he is now honor bound to remove
them from this country. That is why
we have a mess in Minneapolis.

————

CELEBRATING SOUTH OAK CLIFF
HIGH SCHOOL AND DESOTO HIGH
SCHOOL

(Ms. CROCKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise with immense pride to celebrate
two exceptional football teams from
Texas’ very own 30th Congressional
District for their championship wins
this season. They are South Oak CIliff
High School and DeSoto High School.

This win comes as no surprise to
those of us who call the district home.
These young men showed up, put in the
work, and, once again, proved that if
we are looking for champions, all eyes
should be on Texas-30.

I am proud of each of these students’
commitment, as well as every faculty
member and parent who supported
them along the way. Their dedication,
commitment, and passion made these
wins possible.

I anticipate celebrating the many
successes yet to come. Celebrate big,
keep striving for greatness, and con-
tinue standing out.

Go Bears and go Eagles.

Mr. Speaker, I will not yield back. I
will say something real quick about
this ICE situation.

The reason we have a mess as it re-
lates to ICE has nothing to do with
President Biden. We need to accept re-
sponsibility for what is going on, and it
is the mess of this administration.

———
HOLDING ICE ACCOUNTABLE

(Mr. CASTEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
ICE murdered an American citizen.
Renee Good was a wife and a mother
who has now become ICE’s latest vic-
tim. To those at DHS and in this
Chamber who have created and re-
warded a culture of murder, I ask the
same question that God asked Cain:

What have you done? You have slain
your sister who gave you no offense.
The voice of her innocent blood cries
out from the ground where it was
spilled, where you try to cover and
hide. But we saw what was done.

What kind of monster shoots an un-
armed, fleeing woman in the head?
What kind of monster watches the
video of that crime and chooses to lie
to the American people as they defend
the murderer and defame the victim?
How do we prevent ourselves from de-
scending to their monstrous depths?

Mr. Speaker, I will tell my colleagues
how. We prosecute the murderer with
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the due process he denied Renee and
demand accountability up the entire
chain of command. Our job is not to
bear their sins. Our job is to make sure
this never ever happens again.

———
O 1750
RECOGNIZING GEORGE HINCKLEY

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize George Hinckley on
his work in founding Smart Commu-
nity STEM Camp.

This camp is a youth program that
teaches kids coding and how to fly and
operate drones, provides mentorship,
and brings communities together.

As camp director, George encourages
young Virginians who are interested in
pursuing technology-based careers as
their pathway to success.

George’s dedication to STEM edu-
cation is contributing to the future of
learning and exposes students to di-
verse opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, George’s leadership and
unwavering commitment to this pro-
gram are truly deserving of this rec-
ognition. I am honored to congratulate
him on this well-earned moment and
recognize him as this week’s Con-
stituent of the Week.

I congratulate and thank George for
all that he does for our students.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on the House floor with a heavy
heart for the family and the commu-
nity of Renee Nicole Good.

My heart is heavy and not just be-
cause of the unabashed and violent
killing that happened last night by an
ICE agent in Minneapolis, but because
I am also sad for our country, to see
the Vice President of the United States
and officials impugn a young woman
who leaves behind her community and
an orphaned child.

This is not our country. Shame on
you. To those of you who are con-
tinuing to provide cover for this law-
less, unconstitutional, abusive, and
violent administration, shame on you.

I will be joining to file Articles of
Impeachment against Secretary Noem.
Enough is enough.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE
HONORABLE DOUG LAMALFA

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. MOORE of
Utah was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.)
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
am saddened and honored at the same
time to be able to host, alongside my
California colleagues, a special hour
dedicated to the memory of Congress-
man Doug LaMalfa from California.

As I looked at some of my notes here
of the amazing things that he had ac-
complished and who he was, I realized
that we are going to hear that over the
next hour.

The thing that my team and I were
reflecting on earlier today, and all I
wanted to share as we kick off this me-
morial to an amazing man, was that, as
vice chair, I get to, every week, host an
evening of floor time for my colleagues
on a myriad of topics. Doug LaMalfa
was here every single time. Every time
we needed him to be here, he was here,
but he was here whether we asked him
or not. Most times, he was the only
one.

Yet tonight, when I asked my col-
leagues if they wanted to share a mes-
sage on Doug, the reverse: It is a
packed house.

That is all I wanted to share, to
think about the legacy that he has left
and the importance that he has to so
many of our colleagues. He was always
here for me, and we are all here today
for his family. They are hopefully able
to take some comfort and solace in his
memory as we share this.

We have a lot of folks who want to
share a message, and we are going to
kick it right off. I am just going to go
around the room and start calling on
people as we move forward.

We are going to first hear, of course,
from the California delegation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. CALVERT).

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, the sud-
den passing of our close friend and col-
league, Doug LaMalfa, has caused both
shock and sadness throughout the en-
tire House of Representatives. We lost
a friend and a colleague. His northern
Californian constituents lost their tire-
less advocate in the House.

Most tragically, his family lost a
husband, a father, and a grandfather.

Doug was a proud family man. He
and his wife, Jill, have four beautiful
children. He just recently became a
grandfather.

Doug was a fourth-generation rice
farmer and a contributor to our State’s
important role of producing the food
that sustains America. His experience
as a farmer provided the foundation for
his future as a legislator, both in Sac-
ramento and here in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, it comes as no surprise
that in 2024, Doug was unanimously
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elected to serve as the chairman of the
Congressional Western Caucus, one of
the largest congressional membership
groups on Capitol Hill, focusing on
rural policy and issues that affect the
West and beyond.

Doug left an indelible mark on this
institution and the people whom he got
to know along the way. For those who
knew him, they understood his unique
love of nicknames, movie quotes, and
NASCAR. They understood his dislike
of food waste, smartphones, and ketch-
up on hot dogs.

Doug’s sense of humor, collegial
manner, and expertise will be sorely
missed. While he is no longer with us,
Doug’s significant contributions to ag-
ricultural and rural policies will en-
dure long after his passing.

I will very much miss my friend and
my colleague. My thoughts and prayers
are with his wife, Jill; the entire
LaMalfa family; his friends; and his
staff.

God bless you, Doug.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK), a
distinguished colleague and very close
friend of Mr. LaMalfa.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the
Romans had a saying: ‘“‘Time is fleet-
ing, remember death”; ‘“Tempus fugit,
memento mori.”” It reminds us that life
is not a gift. It is just a loan, and when
it comes due, all that matters is what
we have given to others.

Doug LaMalfa was the kindest and
most sincere person I have encountered
in more than 40 years of public service.
He passionately defended the working
men and women of the rural commu-
nity where he was born and raised and
grew up, but he always did it with a
good-natured smile and a quiet, re-
spectful manner.

Just 3 weeks ago, on December 15, I
took my seat on an early Washington-
bound flight from Sacramento, about
eight rows behind Doug.

When I looked up, he was standing
there in the aisle with an outstretched
hand. He leaned over, and he quietly
said to me: ToM, I know this is a hard
day for you, and I want you to know
that my prayers are with you and Lori.

You see, that was the fourth anniver-
sary of my dear wife Lori’s death, and
how he knew that, remembered it, and
offered such warm comfort on such a
cold morning tells you what a truly
caring and wonderful man he was. And
now he is gone, for time is fleeting.

Yet, death can’t take the kindnesses
and memories that he gave us all, or
the wisdom, common sense, and
achievements that he gave our coun-
try. Our Nation, our State, and our
community have all suffered an irre-
placeable loss, and rural America has
lost its most tireless and effective ad-
vocate. Most of all, we have lost a good
man, a very good man.

To his family, I can only say that
you are not alone in your grief. Your
community and your country grieve
with you.
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Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor my dear friend, fellow
farmer, and colleague, Congressman
Doug LaMalfa.

I have known Doug for about 16
years, going back to our time together
in the State legislature. From day one,
his commitment to the people of north-
ern California, especially those in agri-
cultural communities, was clear.

In Congress, Doug was one of the
fiercest advocates for wildfire mitiga-
tion, disaster recovery, California
water issues, and farmers and ranchers
who keep this country fed.

As chairman of the Western Caucus,
he fought tirelessly for domestic en-
ergy production, public land access,
and rural communities that way too
often get overlooked.

Beyond his lasting legacy as a public
official, Doug was my friend. We served
together in the State legislature, and
one year, on my birthday, he stopped
by my office, not with a card but with
a bag of rice and just a little Post-it
Note that said: Happy birthday.

I brought that bag home, gave it to
my mom, and she made Portuguese
rice pudding for him, and I brought it
back. The next week, he brought me
another bag of rice, and still to this
day brought up that he wanted more.
Doug just had one of those senses of
humor that you loved.

Doug was a friend to all and someone
you could always count on for leader-
ship, loyalty, and just a good laugh. He
will be deeply missed in the Halls of
Congress.

My prayers are with his wife, Jill, his
children, and all of his family and
loved ones during this incredibly dif-
ficult time.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
this is going to be a special hour,
thanks to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Speaker, I yield time to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs. Kim).

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with a very heavy heart to honor our
colleague Doug LaMalfa.

Doug was larger than life, but what I
will remember most is how he lived big
in the small moments with warmth, at-
tention to detail, and genuine kind-
ness.

Doug was the only Member of Con-
gress who ever called me by my Korean
name, Kim Young Oak. He didn’t have
to remember it. He never needed to do
that, but that small, thoughtful ges-
ture meant the world to me and spoke
volumes about who Doug was.
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Doug was a strong, conservative lead-
er who served with a deep love for our
country and brought the heartland to
Washington, not the other way around.

As a fourth-generation rice farmer,
he never forgot who he worked for—
farmers, families, and rural commu-
nities who were too often ignored by
Washington.
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He will be missed. We will all miss
him. My heart is with his family, his
staff, and all who are mourning this
tremendous loss.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. (English trans-
lation of the statements made in Ko-
rean is as follows:)

Young Oak Kim Sister

Thank you!

You did well!

You did well!

Gim Yeong-ok uiwon-nim

Gamsahamnida

Sugohasyeosseumnida

Sugohasyeosseumnida
Doug.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. OBERNOLTE).

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with an incredibly heavy heart to
honor the life of my friend, Congress-
man Doug LaMalfa.

Doug was one of the most effective
Members of this Chamber. He was deep-
ly passionate about issues that affected
his constituents in northern California.

As most of the Members of this
Chamber know, we all have little silos
where people come to us for advice. I
always could count on Doug to give me
the straight scoop on anything related
to water, agriculture, or rural Amer-
ica. That is why we elected him as the
chairman of the Western Caucus 2
years ago, and he did a phenomenal job
in that role. I will miss his service
there.

I will also miss the man that he was.
He was an incredibly decent man, a
man of exceptionally high moral char-
acter. Everyone that knew Doug would
remark on his authenticity. When you
met Doug, what you saw is what you
got. He was a man of deep kindness,
never had a cruel or unkind word for
anyone in the years that I knew him.
He was a man of incredible humility,
and anyone in this Chamber knows
that we could use some more of that in
here.

Above all, Mr. Speaker, I will miss
my friend. I will miss our conversa-
tions about cars. He was a car guy; I
am a car guy. I would tease him every
summer when we came back into ses-
sion because he was restoring a De
Tomaso Pantera, and I would ask him:
Doug, what progress did you make on
the Pantera this summer? He would
hang his head and say: Nothing.

On this playing Galaga with him, a
little known fact about Doug LaMalfa,
he was a fierce competitor at Galaga.
Above all, I will miss our conversa-
tions.

I am honored to be here joining my
colleagues in saying farewell to Doug
and to honor his life. Godspeed to my
friend, Doug. We will miss him.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. FONG).

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life and legacy of my
friend and colleague, Doug LaMalfa.

Doug was a steadfast champion of
rural California and for the issues that
matter most to millions of Americans

Take that,
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across the West, starting in the Cali-
fornia legislature to the Halls of Con-
gress.

He fought for water storage and for-
est management. He fought for energy
abundance. He fought for the farmer.
He fought for common sense.

I had the privilege of serving along-
side him on the Committee for Trans-
portation and Infrastructure and as a
fellow member of the Western Caucus
during his time as chairman. He would
always greet me with a big smile by
the nickname ‘“The Fongressman.”

Over the years, I was fortunate to be
mentored by Doug. He was a great role
model and friend. His guidance, leader-
ship, and example left a lasting impact
on me and on so many others who had
the honor of working with him.

Doug will be remembered for his deep
love for his family, his faith and core
principles, his unwavering dedication
to his community, his humility, and
his enduring legacy as a leader and
lawmaker.

I am personally grateful for his
mentorship and know he will be pro-
foundly missed by all who knew him.

I certainly will vow to honor Doug’s
memory by continuing to champion
the values that we both share that
unite California’s Central Valley to the
rural communities like Doug’s in
northern California.

I will continue fighting for rural pri-
orities in Congress just as Doug did.

Amanda and I are praying for his
wife, Jill; his family and loved ones;
and his staff during this difficult time.
His absence leaves a void that will
never truly be filled.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. KILEY).

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, Doug LaMalfa was my neighbor.
Our districts bordered one another.
This was true during my time in the
State legislature as well.

The region of our State that he rep-
resented is an area where people often
feel like their voices are not heard in
the corridors of power, in places like
Sacramento and Washington, D.C.

Doug LaMalfa made it his mission to
make sure that their voices were
heard. He used every opportunity he
had to make sure their voices were
heard, but he didn’t just speak for the
communities that he represented. He
advocated, and he used every policy
tool available to see that their values
were reflected in policy here. He was a
leader in our delegation and in the
whole Chamber on issues like water,
forest management, and agriculture,
and that leadership, of course, cul-
minated in his chairmanship of the
Western Caucus, the second largest
caucus in the entire House of Rep-
resentatives.

I know we are all still so shocked and
in grief over his loss, but Doug
LaMalfa’s legacy in the North State
will be felt for generations to come.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Arizona
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(Mr. BIGGS), the area also known as
southwestern-ish California.

Mr. BIGGS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with a heavy heart to honor
the life and legacy of my friend and
colleague, Congressman Doug LaMalfa.

As you know, Doug was a happy war-
rior who cared immensely about his
country, his State, and the people he
served. A few years ago, he took time
out of his busy schedule to travel with
me to Arizona to better understand the
border crisis and the serious impact it
was having on my State as well as his
own. Doug was always willing to listen,
learn, and engage on the issues that
matter most. He was the most curious
man.

I thoroughly enjoyed working with
him on a wide range of policies and
challenges that uniquely affect the
West and the hardworking commu-
nities we both represent.

Doug was a true friend. He will be
deeply missed in this Congress and be-
yond. My team and I continue to pray
for Doug, his family, and for all who
loved him during this particularly dif-
ficult time.

May God bless Doug LaMalfa’s mem-
ory and may he rest in peace.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. ISSA).

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, a lot can be
said about my friend and colleague, my
Western Caucus chair, but today was a
special day for us. We had lunch today
as California members, and Doug paid
for it because every week somebody
sponsors it. His death was so sudden
that it literally had been prepaid. It ar-
rived, and we sat there thinking of the
person who had the best joke every
week, who had a constant, positive
sense of humor, even about dire times.

We talked not long ago about how
much he got done during the shutdown
and what it was like to actually meet
with his constituents multiple days in
a row, day after day. That was Doug
LaMalfa—a farmer, a family man, but
most importantly, somebody that
could always find the positive and the
funny about whatever we were doing.

We are a body of 431 right now. At
our best, we are a body of 435. It is the
one that we are missing that can make
a difference, and that was Doug. He
will be missed for a very long time by
all of us.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, we
will continue on to the great State of
California with bipartisan voices in
support and in remembering Mr.
LaMalfa.

I yield to the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LOFGREN).

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, there is
mourning across the aisle and across
the State of California. I chair the
California Democratic delegation, and
we are deeply saddened by the loss of
Doug LaMalfa. It was a pleasure to
serve with Doug since his election in
2013.

He was a man who cared so deeply for
the communities that he represented in
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California’s First District. As has been
said, he is a fourth-generation rice
farmer. He was one of the strongest
voices in this body for rural America
because he knew firsthand the strug-
gles that our agricultural sectors were
facing.

He and I worked very closely to-
gether on the bipartisan Farm Work-
force Modernization Act which would
provide stabilization for farmworkers,
farmers, and the ag sector, and he
added so much because he really knew
how farming worked and what would
work and what wouldn’t work, and he
was a collaborator.

We also introduced together the bi-
partisan Utility Resilience and Reli-
ability Act that really was common-
sense safety standards to minimize
power outages.
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Now, Doug and I didn’t agree on ev-
erything. I am a proud Democrat. He
was a proud Republican, but he was al-
ways approachable, and he was a col-
league with whom you could disagree
without being disagreeable. It is a
quality that Members should strive to
emulate here.

He was a good man, friendly, with a
sense of humor, a gentle giant. Our
deepest condolences are with his wife,
Jill; their children; and his staff. It al-
ways hurts to lose a friend and a col-
league, but I know that Doug’s legacy
will be remembered by all of us and the
Californians he so proudly served and
served with.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from California
(Mr. HUFFMAN), a gentleman on the
Natural Resources Committee, a com-
mittee that Mr. LaMalfa cared so much
about.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, there
were few people in the Congress that
tangled with Doug LaMalfa more than
me. There is probably some competi-
tion for that honor among House
Democrats, but I was certainly right
up there.

Yet, I can tell you as we honor Doug
today, I know plenty of people who dis-
agreed with him, but I don’t know any-
one that disliked him. When you hear
these qualities about his authenticity,
his warm sense of humor, just how re-
latable he was, that is all very, very
true.

I g0 back almost 20 years with Doug
because we were in the State legisla-
ture together. A lot has been said
about his sense of humor, which is also
very, very true. I want to just share
something that I always think of with
Doug because it speaks to the type of
humor which is really, I think, some-
thing that tells you about the man.
There are plenty of people who have a
great sense of humor at other people’s
expense. Doug LaMalfa had a very
gentle and disarming sense of humor.

One of our colleagues together in the
State assembly was our former col-
league and the current mayor of Los
Angeles, Karen Bass. I will always re-
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member how Doug used to crack her
and me up by calling her Bassomatic.
That was the nickname. His staffers
back here are far too young to remem-
ber the ‘““‘Saturday Night Live’ skit in
which Dan Aykroyd puts a bass in a
blender and makes this gross smoothie
and drinks it. It was funny, and that is
the kind of thing that Doug would pull
up spontaneously and crack everyone
up. I loved that.

I will tell you, Karen Bass loved it
too. She liked it so much that she went
up to Doug’s district when she became
speaker of the assembly, and I remem-
ber he just not only welcomed her
there—this is a person he had very lit-
tle in common with, a southern Cali-
fornia urban African-American mem-
ber that voted together with him al-
most never, but Doug gave her the VIP
tour of his farm and of the Sacramento
Valley and rice country. He got her up
in a combine and had her do things
that I am sure she will never forget. I
think he loved every minute of that.

That is how I am going remember
Doug. He was a great guy. I am cer-
tainly thinking and sending best wish-
es to his family and everyone who
loved him.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. The list is very
long of individuals on this side of the
aisle that like to tangle with the rank-
ing member himself as well but also
very much like him. Thank you for
those awesome words.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON), my colleague
on the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. I
thank the gentleman for yielding and I
thank him especially for holding this
Special Order hour for someone who we
are all going to miss. He was a really
great guy.

I am honored to be able to reflect a
little bit on the life and the service of
an extremely dedicated Member of
Congress, Doug LaMalfa.

I served northern California along-
side Doug from the day that he was
sworn in to this body. His area was an
area that I represented when I was in
the State senate. In Congress, we rep-
resented neighboring regions of our
State. We shared many of the same
challenges and worked together on
issues that matter deeply to the people
that we both served.

I was proud to work with him on bi-
partisan efforts to support our farmers
and ranchers, to strengthen wildfire
prevention, to build Sites Reservoir,
and to address the growing home insur-
ance crisis facing families across all of
northern California.

He and I worked together to deliver
over $5600 million in tax relief to fire
victims in our district that lost their
homes then had to sue in order to get
the financial relief to rebuild their
homes only to find out that they were
going to be taxed on that money that
they got in the suit, which wasn’t in
itself enough to even rebuild their
homes. He was caring, and he was a
terrific fighter for the folks that we
worked for in delivering this.
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He believed in practical solutions,
and I always respected and appreciated
his collaboration on the issues impor-
tant to our constituents.

I am saddened by the loss of my long-
time colleague and friend. Jan and I ex-
tend our deepest condolences and keep
Doug’s wife, Jill; their children; their
grandchild; and his devoted staff in our
prayers during this very difficult time.
I thank the gentleman again for
hosting this Special Order hour.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. I yield to the
gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA).

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me time to do
what is fitting and appropriate, and
that is, honor the life of our colleague,
a life well lived, a Member of the House
of Representatives who did such a good
job on behalf of his constituents who
he represented faithfully since coming
to Congress in 2013.

Doug and I knew each other before
then. We had interactions on a number
of issues that we were mutually pas-
sionate about beginning with rural
California and people who live in rural
areas, which both reflected his and my
background.

He, perhaps, represented if not the,
one of the largest congressional dis-
tricts by geography in California, a lot
of northern and eastern California. A
lot of my colleagues when they think
about California they think of Los An-
geles or the Bay Area, but we have
parts of California where the commu-
nities are a white spot in the middle of
a major highway or, you know, are 400,
600 people.

Doug was a Member’s Member and a
Representative who believed that his
entire constituency was his passion. He
would go to some of those remote areas
to indicate and to listen on how he
could be a better Representative and
make their views known here in our
Nation’s Capital.

I served with him the entire time
that I have been on the House Agri-
culture Committee, three different
farm bill reauthorizations, and he was
always willing to meet halfway. Of
course, we understood the ag issues af-
fecting California, and he was very
proud, very proud to represent the
upper Sacramento River Valley and all
the wonderful people there.

When disaster struck his district
with the wildfires, he was among the
first to be there with the challenges of
some of the floods in Lake Oroville and
Yuba areas. He was there. He reminds
us why we serve: not only the passion,
but the desire always to put our con-
stituents first and to help people. Let
that be a role model for all of us.

Doug, we miss you. Doug had a life
well lived. He was a person who cared
passionately about our country and
about the people’s House. May you rest
in peace. I give my condolences to your
wife and your family. I thank all of you
for giving us an opportunity to serve
with our friend, Doug LaMalfa.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. I yield to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
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GARAMENDI), our final Californian for
the evening.
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding. I
look at the photo and say, Doug, for 12
yvears, you and I represented the Sac-
ramento River. We developed a friend-
ship based upon the working part, but
mostly upon sharing, sharing things.
We would get on the airplane to fly to
Washington, and you had your seat all
the time. We said hello and talked
about what was coming and then going
home. It was a friendship that was deep
and meaningful. There was plenty of
work to do.

The Sacramento River is the most
important river in California after the
Colorado. It was yours. You had the
upper, and I had the lower part of it.
Together, we worked to protect the
river, to protect the farmers, and to
protect the flow of water. It is good
work, and you did a good job. You were
good at representing your district and
representing the very complex issues.

I remember standing on one of the
levees, and you were talking about
your rice field. I said, Doug, let me
talk about my cows in my fields. He
said, Okay, you go ahead, but I am
going to go first.

You shared your knowledge with me
and with others. You were good. You
were really good at the work you did
for your people. You were a quality
Representative.

I miss you. I miss the work that we
did together on the Sacramento River
Valley and all the issues that we had.
It is a long list, and it would take an-
other hour to go through them all.

I miss you, and Patti misses you be-
cause she would get up from her seat
and go back to your seat, which you al-
ways had on that plane, and the two of
you would talk and share.

I know your family misses you. I
know your constituents miss you. Doug
LaMalfa, you are going to be remem-
bered by those of us who have had the
honor of working with you.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. STAUBER), who is a close friend
and colleague on the Natural Resources
Committee.

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, this
week started off very difficult with los-
ing Representative LaMalfa. I had the
privilege of serving with him for 7
years on the Natural Resources Com-
mittee. He also chaired the Western
Caucus this past year. He did a wonder-
ful job.

He was that gentle giant, Mr. Speak-
er, that you could always count on. He
was a person of reason, but as you got
to know Doug, Mr. Speaker, he was an
even better person. He was a humble,
Christian, faithful person.

Mr. Speaker, we need more of that in
this body, especially now.

We know that Doug is with his Sav-
ior. We know that his Savior chose this
time earlier this week, but Doug is
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resting in eternity with Almighty God,
his Savior, Jesus Christ.

To his wife, Jill, I thank her for al-
lowing him to serve not only in the
California Legislature but here in this
body. I thank her for allowing him to
travel, as Mr. GARAMENDI just said, all
that way to and from the great State
of California. After those long trips, he
would come in, and you knew on Mon-
day or Tuesday nights, the start of the
session, when he would come in here
wearing some tattered clothes. He was
a little bit disheveled, but he had had a
long day.

He was here for the people of his dis-
trict, and he left a legacy that we all
should cherish, honor, and remember.

That is why we are here today, Mr.
Speaker. We are honoring Doug. He al-
ways had a nickname for every one of
us.
Doug, I know you are resting in
peace for eternity, but I thank you for
serving this great Nation. I thank you
for serving the great State of Cali-
fornia in the way you did. You left a
legacy. You helped all of us become
better Representatives.

To Jill, our thoughts and prayers are
with her and her four children. God
bless you and take care of your family.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Colorado
(Mr. HURD).

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
our colleague Doug LaMalfa passed
away on Monday, and I want to take
just a minute—he would have liked
that—to honor him the best way that I
know how: plainly.

Doug believed that we should speak
clearly, not in jargon. He had a
whiteboard in his office labeled unac-
ceptable words, and he meant it. The
words ‘‘stakeholders,” ‘‘empower,’”’ and
““‘equity’”’ were banned. He thought gov-
ernment should sound more like the
people it serves. He hated what I called
LaMalfa-isms, overcomplicated govern-
ment explanations for simple things,
like saying that the transportation in-
frastructure is undergoing a temporary
operational suspension pending struc-
tural optimization instead of just say-
ing that the bridge is closed for repairs.

Doug loved this institution. He loved
the West. He loved 1-minute speeches. I
will miss his humor, his directness, and
the clarity he brought to a town that
too often hides behind big words. May
he rest in peace.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. GUEST).

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember the life of my
friend Doug LaMalfa, whom I would
refer to as the gentle giant.

Doug was known by all for his love of
agriculture and the great outdoors. As
chairman of the Western Caucus and as
a California Republican, he was a rare
breed on Capitol Hill. His time will al-
ways be remembered for his love of this
great Republic, a government that he
believed in, the Founding Fathers, and
the principles of government of the
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people, by the people, and for the peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that there is a
Scripture in the Old Testament that
captures the impact that Doug had on
the lives of his friends and colleagues.
It is Proverbs 27:17. It says: ‘‘As iron
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens an-
other.”

Doug made all those who knew him
better people, and his impact will live
on long after his passing. I know he
will be missed by all, and my prayers
are with his family and friends.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentlewoman from Hawaii
(Ms. TOKUDA).

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I chuck-
led when Ken mentioned pet peeves and
names. We need to add quinoa and po-
tatoes to that list. He definitely didn’t
like those. For the record, my nick-
name was Barracuda, so figure that one
out.

God works in mysterious ways. In the
face of disaster, I found a friend in
Doug. Doug and I didn’t agree on a lot
of things, but we always showed up for
each other. We cosponsored bills,
worked on disaster funding and rural
health, and traded a lot of jabs and
took funny pictures of each other in
our Agriculture Committee hearings. I
gave him Spam musubis, and he
brought me my favorite lemon almonds
from Oroville.

I will never forget November 8, 2023.
Doug stood here on this floor, and he
marked 5 years since the Camp fire. 1
was marking 3 months since the
Lahaina fire in Maui. He came up to
me and gave me a hug after, and he
said: We are going to get through this
together.

I believed him. I still do. He gave me
hope.

Doug and I are two very different
people. It would have been the most
unlikely of friendships, except that he
was one of the kindest, most gentle,
and genuine people I have ever met.

I don’t know about you, Mr. Speaker,
but the House floor feels a little less
warm and a bit empty without Doug,
but maybe I just miss my friend.

To his wife, Jill, and the LaMalfa
“family’’; ‘‘family,” our prayers, our
aloha, and our love are with you.

May you rest in aloha, my friend,
until we meet again.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mahalo to the
gentlewoman from Hawaii. That is
““thank you” for the stenographers who
need clarification on the foreign lan-
guages today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. MANN).

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
this Chamber lost a kind friend, loving
husband, proud father, and tireless ad-
vocate for rural America and the West-
ern United States.

Doug LaMalfa brought joy and sin-
cerity into the Halls of Congress every
single day and fought for the good of
northern California.

I first met Doug in freshman orienta-
tion. Of course, he was a more senior
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Member than I was, but we go to lead-
ership elections, and because
“LaMalfa’” was near ‘“‘Mann” in the al-
phabet, I sat right behind Doug, who
quickly introduced himself to me,
found out I was from Kansas, and spent
3 minutes digging through his phone to
find pictures of a road trip that he took
in one of his classic cars right through
Kansas. Seven minutes later, I walked
away from Doug very aware of all the
stops that he had made in my great
State. From that moment on, I was al-
ways the Mann from Kansas.

During our time together on the
House Agriculture Committee, Doug
routinely brought the priorities of
farmers and ranchers in his district di-
rectly into committee hearings and
roundtables. His multigenerational
family farm grounded him and his be-
liefs, making him an even better advo-
cate for the abundant agricultural pro-
ducers of California’s First District.

Audrey and I are praying for Doug’s
loved ones as they grieve through this
tragedy.

Psalm 34:18 says: ‘“The Lord is close
to the brokenhearted; he rescues those
whose spirits are crushed.” It is our
prayer that Doug’s family, friends, and
team would feel that closeness as they
honor, and we all honor, his life and
legacy.
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Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
now yield to the gentlewoman from Il-
linois (Mrs. MILLER).

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, Doug was one of the first friends
that I made when I joined the Agri-
culture Committee back in 2021.

I soon learned that we had a lot in
common. We are both fourth-genera-
tion family farmers with a shared love
for the land which we call home. Doug
was also one of the first Members to
join my Congressional Family Caucus
and was a strong advocate for parents
and children.

One of my funny memories was some-
how we were having a conversation
about what we would do if we had to
bug out of D.C., and he offered to give
me a ride in his classic Cadillac—I
guess he had it here—and give me a
ride to Illinois, as he headed to Cali-
fornia.

I was deeply saddened to hear of his
passing. Mr. Speaker, because Doug ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as his Savior, he is
now in the presence of the Lord.

I am praying for his wife, Jill, and
their children. May they receive com-
fort from Revelation 21:4 and the prom-
ise that: ‘““He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning,
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.”’

We thank Doug for his friendship,
and we will carry on with the work
that he started. He will be missed.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Tennessee
(Mr. ROSE).

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Utah for yielding and
for arranging this Special Order.
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It is with a heavy heart that I rise
today to honor my friend and col-
league, Representative Doug LaMalfa.
He was a true champion for rural
America and a staunch supporter of
our Nation’s farmers.

I often describe Doug as a gentle
giant. You will hear others say that.
He was tall and broad enough for me to
assume I better not mess with this guy.
His impact on Washington is just as
giant. However, I suspect many of us
will remember his gentle side the most.

Members of this body, including my-
self, often counted on Doug’s light-
hearted comments, for his moments of
levity. Doug always handled himself
the way we would all aspire to. He
spoke calmly, with conviction, and
with his constituents top of mind.

Representative LaMalfa fought hard
for the issues that mattered to Califor-
nia’s First Congressional District and
for farmers, broadly, across our coun-
try. As an eighth-generation Tennessee
farmer, I found it easy to relate to
Doug, a proud fourth-generation rice
farmer.

Throughout our service on the House
Ag Committee, I appreciated having a
partner with similar perspective and
values as we worked to set ag policy. 1
learned quickly to trust his instincts. I
will miss that.

Doug and I were avid competitors. I
will miss that as well. Long before I
served with him on the Ag Committee,
I came to consider him a very worthy
opponent, and I will miss those days
very dearly as I move forward.

I will close by extending my condo-
lences to his family, including his wife
and children. While Doug will be
missed here, I can only imagine how he
will be missed at home. We will be
praying for them in the days ahead.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. ROSE and
Mr. LaMalfa shared that rivalry with
our vice chair time, and I thank him
for spending time with us tonight.

On to the great island of Guam, I
yield to the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN).

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and service of
Congressman Doug LaMalfa, a dedi-
cated public servant who spent his ca-
reer standing up for rural America and
the communities he called home.

A fourth-generation rice farmer from
northern California, he brought a deep
understanding of hard work, responsi-
bility, and service into public life.
Those values guided him as he served
in the California State Assembly, the
State senate, and later in the United
States House of Representatives.

In Congress, he was a strong and re-
spected voice for agriculture, natural
resources, and rural communities. His
colleagues recognized that commit-
ment when he was unanimously elected
chairman of the Congressional Western
Caucus.

I had the honor of working alongside
him as a colleague and a friend on the
Natural Resources Committee, where
his connection to the land and the peo-
ple he represented was always clear.
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His work strengthened rural commu-
nities and left a lasting mark on poli-
cies that affect them.

My thoughts are with his loved ones
and the people of northern California.
May we honor his memory by con-
tinuing the work he cared so deeply
about.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE).

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate Mr. MOORE doing this Special
Order this evening. It is truly an honor
and a privilege for me to join my col-
leagues in honoring the life and the
legacy of our good friend, Doug
LaMalfa.

Throughout my time in Congress, 1
worked hand in hand with Doug on the
many issues that face the American
West. He had a love for his work. He
had an understanding as a fellow farm-
er in the value of the rural way of life,
and he fought to protect all of those
things.

When I stepped down as chairman of
the Western Caucus, Doug was the
clear choice to take the gavel. He was
elected unanimously to lead the caucus
into its next chapter. Truly, Congress
and the people of California’s First
Congressional District have lost a true
advocate for the issues that we all face.

Mr. Speaker, Doug was much more
than a colleague. Doug was a dear
friend. He had a kind soul and a sincere
love for all of the people in his life, as
you have heard this evening. While
Doug may have towered over you, as
you shook his big hand, you were never
small in his eyes. He was humble, gen-
erous, a loyal friend, and liked by ev-
eryone he met.

I am going to miss Doug’s big grin, as
he always greeted me as Lieutenant
Dan. Joan and I are going to truly miss
Doug. We send our deepest condolences
to his wife, Jill, and their four kids
during this incredibly difficult time. I
thank and ask all of my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to join us in hon-
oring the great work that Doug accom-
plished over the years.

May we preserve his legacy. May we
be more like him, and may he rest in
peace.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. I yield now to
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN).

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, when
we heard that Doug passed away, I
asked several people the same ques-
tion. They all agreed overwhelmingly:
If something were to happen to this in-
stitution and only 10 of us survived and
we had to build it up from scratch,
Doug would be one of the 10 people we
would want to start out with and
maybe one of the top five or maybe
even the top one, but everybody around
here knows what a special guy Doug
LaMalfa was.

I used to have a lot of discussion with
him around this time back in the par-
lor, talking about the bills today, how
to vote on this or that. As a politician,
you can’t resist it when you decide how
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to vote on something, what is the po-
litically right thing to do, what politi-
cally will help me get reelected.

I never heard Doug talk that way.
Doug always talked about the right
policy, doing the right thing, and then
selling it back home, which was one of
the reasons why I think he was so spe-
cial.

Another thing that was so special, in
all the conversations I had with him, I
never remember him saying anything
negative about anybody. I say a lot of
negative things about people, so I am
really jealous of a guy like Doug
LaMalfa who manages never to say
anything bad about anybody.

One final thing, the other thing I
know about Doug is we met every
Thursday morning in a Bible study
known as Capitol Ministries, which is
really a Bible study for the erudite
Christian, men of deep faith. I will tell
you, Doug—a lot of people talk about
it—was just such a good Christian. So
in any event, a great Christian, a great
Congressman, I will never forget Doug
LaMalfa.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor my friend and
my colleague, Congressman Doug
LaMalfa.

Doug was always a steady voice for
his district and a principled Member of
this House. He was serious about pol-
icy, direct in his approach, and deeply
committed to the people he rep-
resented, but anyone who has worked
alongside Doug also knows he had
quite a sense of humor.

I learned that early on. Doug and I
both did a lot of 1 minutes. He used to
intentionally leave this speaking po-
dium raised up to above my head to re-
mind me of how short I was and how
tall he was.

However, that small moment says a
lot about Doug. Doug worked hard. He
took his job seriously, and he still
found room for good-natured humor
and friendship.

Tonight, we thank Congressman
LaMalfa for his service, his leadership,
and the many moments he shared with
all of us.
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Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Utah
(Ms. MALOY).

Ms. MALOY. Mr. Speaker, it is hard
not to smile when I stand here and talk
about Doug LaMalfa, even on this real-
ly difficult week because Doug always
made me smile.

From the beginning, he made me feel
like I was really special, and I have
learned this week that that is maybe
the least special thing about me be-
cause everybody here felt like they
were Doug LaMalfa’s best friend.

The night I was sworn in as a Mem-
ber of Congress, I started getting texts
on my phone from a number I didn’t
recognize. They were pictures of me
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being sworn in from an angle that
looked suspiciously like the House
floor, which is against the rules.

I promised him I would never tell
anyone where I got those pictures, so I
am not going to tell you, but I still
don’t know how he had my number the
minute I got sworn in.

He has never missed a chance to get
me to sing Utah’s State song with him
whether we are in an airport or on the
House floor or walking through the
tunnels. He never failed to accompany
that with jokes from ‘“My Cousin
Vinny’’ about the ‘“‘youts.”

I hope that hearing all of these
memories and all of these stories that
people have of Doug will comfort his
family, his staff, and everybody else
who is missing him at this difficult
time because, even though I am smil-
ing, I am deeply mourning for my
friend, Doug LaMalfa.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. BENTZ).

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Doug LaMalfa, my good friend.
His office is right across from mine and
his district is right across from mine in
California from Oregon. This meant we
worked together over and over again
on issues involving water to try to save
it from the grasp of misguided environ-
mentalists.

He was a great friend and an incred-
ible advocate for his district. He did his
very best for his constituents. He never
gave up. He focused on wolves, water,
forests, and fire. May my good friend
find solace in Heaven and may his fam-
ily find comfort in knowing he was a
man of integrity, faith, and truly de-
serving of our honor and our deepest
respect.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Idaho (Mr.
FULCHER).

Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, I am
honored to join my colleagues this
evening to honor a dear friend, Con-
gressman Doug LaMalfa. Being from
the great State of Idaho, the land of fa-
mous potatoes, I am the one the good
Congressman referred to as ‘“Mr. Po-
tato Head.” I had the privilege of work-
ing with Doug on the pressing issues
facing the West and America’s rural
communities.

There are no adequate words to ex-
press my sorrow upon learning of his
passing, but his legacy and spirit lives
on. My prayers are with his wife, Jill,
and the entire LaMalfa family during
this time of unimaginable grief.

Mr. Speaker, from Mr. Potato Head
to that rice farmer from California,
here is my final: Way to go, Idaho. God
bless.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Oklahoma
(Mr. COLE).

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, obviously
like all of us here, I am here to pay
tribute to our dear departed friend,
Doug LaMalfa.

I first got to know Doug before I ever
met him because I had so many Indian
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Tribes from California calling me, say-
ing that we have got this great guy
running for the House of Representa-
tives who we know from the State leg-
islature in California. He cares about
who we are, represents our interests,
and understands the trust responsi-
bility. American Indians, Native Amer-
icans, had no better friend in the House
of Representatives than Doug LaMalfa.
Then as I got to know him as a person
in addition to a political figure, I un-
derstood why people were so attracted
to him: the sheer decency of the man,
the sheer authenticity of the man, and,
frankly, the happy warrior style that
he approached every single issue with.

I don’t think I have ever been so
shocked in my life when I learned that
we had lost him because I knew he was
coming back to fight the good fight for
the things in which he believed, the
State which he loved, and the institu-
tion which he cherished.

I will add my voice to the many
voices tonight that remind America
that we lost a great American, we lost
a great Californian, and we lost a great
human being.

My prayers are with Jill and the fam-
ily. My thoughts are with his constitu-
ents because they lost somebody who
each and every day came to this floor
determined to advance their interest,
to protect their values, and to make
this country stronger and better.

Mr. Speaker, I will miss Doug
LaMalfa, but I will miss what he stands
for and what he fought for and how he
represented those things more than
anything else.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. GOSAR).

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today like every other person with a
heavy heart to honor the life of my
dear friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman, the giant from California,
Doug LaMalfa.

Doug was a devoted public servant, a
fierce advocate for rural America and
the West, and a man who deeply loved
his country and the people that he was
honored to represent.

As a lifelong resident of northern
California, he understood the land, the
communities, and the values of his dis-
trict in a way that cannot be taught,
only lived.

He fought tirelessly for the farmers,
the ranchers, and the communities too
often ignored by the coastal elites, and
he did so with candor and conviction
and a sense of humor that made even
the hardest days feel better.

Doug was more than a colleague. He
was a friend. He was a brother. His
leadership, his wisdom, and his heart
for service will be deeply missed.
Doug’s legacy of faith and service and
love endures.

Lord, accept this gentle giant, this
dedicated giant, Doug LaMalfa. May
his family have the goodwill to know
that he lies in your comfort.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. ROUZER).
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Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague and friend for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, boy, do I have many
stories that I could tell, but I will not.
No one cared more for the people of
California and for America than Doug.
As a fourth-generation rice farmer, he
was the true embodiment of the stew-
ard of the land and a great steward of
common sense, too, I might add.

He understood the needs of rural
America and had such a genuine desire
to serve the people who lived there.
Doug and I worked closely on many
issues, but one of my fondest memories
was hosting him in North Carolina for
an agriculture roundtable. He engaged
with my constituents, speaking their
language, and truly listening to their
concerns.

Doug LaMalfa stood tall, both lit-
erally and figuratively, for the people
who feed this country. To know Doug
was an honor and a privilege. His ab-
sence will have a profound void in this
Chamber. This body and the Nation
will miss him deeply.

Mr. Speaker, my prayers are with his
wife, Jill; his children; his grand-
children; the entire LaMalfa family, in-
cluding his great staff. I thank them
for sharing him with us in service to
our country.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Montana
(Mr. ZINKE).

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
tribute of our friend and colleague,
Doug LaMalfa.

When I arrived in Congress in 2015, I
noticed a large man with long hair. He
was a big man, but the biggest thing
about Doug LaMalfa was his heart.

As Secretary, I got the opportunity
to tour his district that had been dev-
astated by wildfires. I walked with him
and looked at the devastation, the de-
spair of people losing their lives and
everything they had, and Doug knew
them by name.

He cared. He cared about every Mem-
ber of this institution, but, more im-
portantly, he cared about the people he
represented. He cared about their life,
their values, and represented them as
well or better than anyone that has
ever served in this great body.

Mr. Speaker, today, we mark the
passing but also the privilege of know-
ing a great man. It is my hope, Mr.
Speaker, that we all learn from Doug
LaMalfa and understand that we rep-
resent the people. We give prayer to his
family, but take solace to know that
Doug is with his maker.

7 1850

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
OWENS).

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, as with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle, I
stand before my colleagues with a
heavy heart to honor the life and leg-
acy of my dear friend and esteemed
colleague, Doug LaMalfa.

Doug’s sudden passing this week
leaves a void not only in this Chamber
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but in the hearts of all who knew him.
To a person, a testament from every-
one who has crossed his path would be
this: What a really good man.

As a Member of the Western Caucus,
I witnessed firsthand Doug’s fierce ad-
vocacy for farmers, ranchers, and hard-
working families who form the back-
bone of our Nation. It was inspiring.

On the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, I saw the same
tenacious commitment to his beloved
State of California as he championed
water rights and fought for the con-
servative values at the very core of our
American culture.

Doug was a steadfast warrior for the
country and State he loved. He will be
sorely missed. His faith, grit, and au-
thenticity have inspired us all. Rest as-
sured, we will continue to carry on the
torch that Doug championed so well.

We know where Doug is at this mo-
ment. Our prayers are with him, with
Jill, and with his family. Rest in peace.
May God bless him.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. PALMER).

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to rise this evening with my col-
leagues to honor Doug LaMalfa in the
joint remembrance of his life. He was
one of this body’s best Members.

Doug was a dear friend whom I will
miss. He was a talented and trusted
colleague who was serious about his
work, representing his constituents as
he was constantly seeking to move pol-
icy that helped them and our Nation.

Doug was a rice farmer, an occupa-
tion that he loved and that in many re-
spects was foundational to his work
ethic, his love of the land, and his love
of the people and rural communities.

More than anything else, he was a
faithful follower of Jesus Christ. I will
miss Doug and our weekly Thursday
morning Bible studies.

I will miss his humbleness, his even
temper, his humor, and his presence in
this body. I will miss hearing him call
me Francis Gary Powers after the U.S.
spy plane pilot who was shot down over
Russia and captured in the 1960s.

My wife, Ann, and I are praying for
God to comfort Doug’s wife, Jill; his
children; his family; his staff; and all
who, like those who have gathered in
this Chamber this evening, knew and
loved Doug LaMalfa.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart to share a few words about my
dear friend, Congressman Doug
LaMalfa.

Doug was a husband, a father, and a
fourth-generation rice farmer. He dedi-
cated more than 20 years to public
service, both in this House and in the
California State Legislature.

Doug was a giant in both stature and
character. After meeting Doug, you
couldn’t help being struck by his kind-
ness and gentle manner. He had a rep-
utation as an affable colleague, a prin-
cipled legislator, a fierce advocate for
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rural America, and one heck of a mus-
cle car driver, which I experienced
firsthand. All of them rang true.

Doug was an expert on farming, for-
estry, and water issues. He chaired the
House Agriculture Subcommittee on
Forestry and Horticulture, and he was
chairman of the Western Caucus.

We traveled the country together,
coast to coast, north to south, meeting
with men and women who feed this
great country. They are memories I
will always treasure. He was supposed
to be with me in Pennsylvania this
weekend. His presence will be sorely
missed.

In a town full of self-important fig-
ures, Doug was authentically normal. I
will certainly miss his wisdom, his
sense of humor, and incredible friend-
ship. I turned the tables on Doug when
it came to nicknames. I affectionately
named him the ‘“‘Governor of Jeffer-
son,” and he eagerly accepted that.

Doug was a man of great faith, and I
find comfort in knowing he was wel-
comed into the arms of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Rest easy, Broth-
er. We will take it from here.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
MOORE) has expired.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker,
On January 5th, our dear friend and col-
league, Doug LaMalfa, passed away unex-
pectedly at the age of 65. A lifelong resident
of Northern California, Doug was a fierce fight-
er for the people he represented and for his
state’s vast and beautiful natural resources.

Representing one of California’s largest dis-
tricts, Doug never hesitated to drive hundreds
of miles to meet a handful of constituents. He
drew no distinctions between those living in
the more remote corners of his district and
those in the big city. Doug believed everyone
deserved to have their representation and
voice heard in Congress. It's that spirit of duty
and selfless service that made him so admired
among his friends and colleagues, and which
made him one of the most respected people
in this institution.

Doug became a close friend of mine during
my tenure as Vice Chairman of the House Re-
publican Conference, where my weekly re-
sponsibility was to recruit other Members to
help me amplify the House Republican mes-
sage on the House Floor. Even in late night
sessions and on days when others had left
town early, Doug was always faithful to show
up, eager to speak to the greatness of this
country and about our tireless work to improve
the lives of the people he represented. For
that commitment, his kindness, his optimism
and faith, and his sense of humor, | and all of
my many Republican colleagues will miss
Doug dearly. He was in every sense a giant
among us.

————

PROTECTING HEALTHCARE FOR
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. RIVAS of
California was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may
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have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material into the RECORD on the
subject of my Special Order hour.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, as a Mem-
ber from California, I yield to my col-
league from the great State of Utah,
Congressman BLAKE MOORE, so they
can continue honoring Congressman
Doug LaMalfa.

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
sincere appreciation to the Congress-
woman. I thank her very much. That is
a great way to honor Doug.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. AUS-
TIN SCOTT).

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I just want to say Doug was a
kind and gentle giant. He was firm and
fair. He was wise, and he was funny.

I remember one day in the Agri-
culture Committee when he spoke for 5
minutes. He spoke so long that he fi-
nally remembered that he forgot to
leave people any time to answer his
questions. It was a pretty funny mo-
ment for the committee. He laughed
about it, and he didn’t make that mis-
take again.

Mr. Speaker, I will say this about
him. He was 100 percent American.
When the local sheriff’s department
asked for help with people who knew
how to operate diesel equipment, Doug
showed up. Doug is the one. He is the
Member of Congress that we saw on
camera, getting on a bulldozer, saying:
I love the smell of diesel power in the
afternoon. It smells like victory.

Mr. Speaker, Doug LaMalfa and only
Doug LaMalfa.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from North Dakota
(Mrs. FEDORCHAK.)

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
am happy to be here today as a fresh-
man Member. I didn’t know Doug long,
but I met him on one of our first days
in the orientation sessions and the
planning sessions for Congress. He was
warm. He was friendly. He was helpful
to a new freshman who didn’t know
much.

From there, I learned how fun he
was. He loved to play with my last
name, ‘‘Fedorchak.” He used to say:
“How much wood could a Fedorchak
chuck if a Fedorchak could chuck
wood?”’

It always made me laugh. I also
learned quickly that not only was he
fun but he was thoughtful, he was prag-
matic, and he was a really, really good
thinker. I turned to him on issues that
I found to be difficult. I wanted to get
his thoughts on them.

He was a strong conservative. He was
warm, Kkind, and principled. In my
mind, he was exactly the kind of leader
that Americans want. He is going to be
dearly missed. I feel robbed that I
didn’t get to work with him more, and
I will keep him and his family in my
prayers.
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Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. KEN-
NEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentlewoman for yielding
time.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot of sym-
bolism that is happening at this point.
I appreciate the bipartisanship. I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding time. It
is a reflection of what really should
happen around this place. We should
love and help each other and try to find
common ground. It is a great represen-
tation of how Doug LaMalfa served.

He was a man of the people. He
served his people well. He was a man of
the land. He loved his land. He loved
his rice. He would talk about it with
me and everybody else here regularly.
He also loved people sufficiently to
give them nicknames.

My nickname had something to do
with the villain in ‘“‘Ocean’s Twelve.” 1
was the ‘“Night Fox.”” I don’t know if I
agree with that characterization. He
was the guy that did a break dance
across a laser dance floor to steal
things. Maybe some around here would
think that is the kind of person that I
am. I knew it was all in good taste and
good fun. Doug game nicknames to ev-
erybody.

Mr. Speaker, I will point out the last
thing about Doug is that he loved his
country. He knew that on the top the
Capitol rotunda was a statue called the
Statue of Freedom. Doug served not
only his people but he served his God.
He certainly loved both. In serving his
country, he understood he was serving
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that I, as well as
all of us, can live up to Doug’s standard
of service, his love for people, and his
love for God.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE).

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, to
close, I again thank the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. RIVAS) for yield-
ing a few more minutes to finish out
these thoughts in Doug’s memory.

Mr. Speaker, I will wanted to give a
quick closing message to his wife, Jill,
and his four children: Kyle, Allison, So-
phia, and Natalie.

I get an hour every week to do these
floor messages. I am lucky to get five
Members to come. I try to fill up 20
minutes, 15 of which your dad would
actually take. He would go on and on.
I would try to get him to wrap up so I
could go to dinner. He was always
there for me.

Tonight, we ran over time with the
amount of people who wanted to come
and take time out of their very busy
schedules to come and share a brief
message. They sat for an hour to spend
60 seconds to reflect on your dad and
your husband.

I hope you can take from that some
sense of appreciation and connection
that we all have with your dad and
what an amazing man he is.
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Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, my condo-
lences to the family of former Con-
gressman Doug LaMalfa.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to be here on
the floor today to lead this important
discussion with my Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus colleagues about pro-

tecting healthcare for millions of
Americans.

Earlier today, the House voted to
pass Democratic Leader HAKEEM

JEFFRIES’ bill to extend the Affordable
Care Act’s enhanced premium tax cred-
its for 3 more years. I thank Leader
Jeffries for his relentless leadership to
make today’s vote a reality.

House Democrats have been fighting
for months to save these critical tax
credits and for years to protect the Af-
fordable Care Act from Republicans’
constant attacks.

The ACA tax credits are the reason
that record numbers of Americans have
health insurance today. The ACA tax
credits lower monthly premiums and
make coverage realistic for working
families, small business owners, seniors
not yet eligible for Medicare, and peo-
ple who fall through the cracks of em-
ployer-based insurance.

Because of these tax credits, people
can go to the doctor before a problem
becomes an emergency. They can man-
age chronic conditions. They can live
with dignity instead of fear of bank-
ruptcy.

Democrats did not give up on the
American people, unlike many Repub-
licans, who chose to let these tax cred-
its expire 1 week ago. That is right.
When the ball dropped in Times Square
on New Year’s Eve, millions of Ameri-
cans saw their healthcare premiums
rise. That is a direct result of the
healthcare crisis that Republicans cre-
ated through their inaction on Ameri-
cans’ most pressing concerns.

Over the past year, instead of work-
ing on meaningful solutions to lower
the cost of groceries, lower the cost of
housing, or protect healthcare, Repub-
licans chose to rename the Gulf of Mex-
ico, redefine what a showerhead is, re-
name The Kennedy Center, look into
annexing Greenland, and regulate
fridges and gas stoves.

Yet, in all seriousness, there are real
problems that our country is facing.
ICE is terrorizing communities across
the country, and yesterday, masked
agents murdered Renee Nicole Good in
broad daylight in Minnesota. Trump is
entertaining entering another war with
Venezuela. Vaccines are being rolled
back, which will make students and
communities sicker. Americans are
struggling to afford basic goods.

Speaking of affordability, we are in
the middle of an affordability crisis
that Republicans refused to address.
Republicans chose to shut down the
government instead of extending the
ACA tax credits to help Americans af-
ford healthcare.

During the longest shutdown in gov-
ernment history, my colleagues and I
heard from our constituents about how
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Republicans’ inaction to extend the
ACA tax credits would impact them. I
hand-delivered several of these stories
from my freshman colleagues to
Speaker JOHNSON so that he could see
how his shutdown was creating hard-
ship for Americans from California to
New Hampshire, Washington, and ev-
erywhere in between.

In my district, the San Fernando
Valley in Los Angeles, nearly 31,000
people would have seen their
healthcare costs rise if the ACA tax
credits expired, and nearly 11,000 people
would have lost access to healthcare
entirely.

Additionally, a 60-year-old couple in
my district earning nearly $83,000 per
year would have seen their annual pre-
miums rise by nearly $14,000, and a
family of four earning nearly $130,000 a
year would have seen their annual pre-
miums rise by over $6,000. This is just
in my district.

Republicans were willing to let this
happen to Americans across the coun-
try, regardless of political affiliation.

I am proud to have voted with my
colleagues to pass Leader JEFFRIES’
bill to extend the ACA tax credits and
protect healthcare, but our work is not
done. The Senate needs to take up this
bill immediately so that Americans
don’t have to worry about their pre-
miums skyrocketing. In the richest
country on Earth, no one should have
to worry about choosing between pay-
ing for groceries, making rent, or hav-
ing healthcare.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Washington (Ms. RAN-
DALL), my cohost for tonight’s Special
Order hour and my friend and fellow
freshman classmate from the beautiful
State of Washington.

Ms. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to be here to-
gether on the House floor today to lead
a conversation about how we fix our
broken healthcare system.

Across our country, working families
are feeling the pain of rising costs from
every direction. Donald Trump and
congressional Republicans have failed
the American people. They promised to
lower costs. Instead, costs keep going
up. Housing is more expensive. Elec-
tricity bills are through the roof.
Childcare costs keep rising.

Now, Republican leadership, who love
to extend tax breaks for billionaires,
are making things worse by, for
months, refusing to extend the Afford-
able Care Act’s tax credits for regular
people. These tax credits, which ex-
pired on December 31, could have been
continued had Republicans not skipped
every opportunity to prevent it, but
they chose to walk away from the ne-
gotiating table.

Let’s be clear about why these tax
credits exist. They were created be-
cause the U.S. has the most expensive
healthcare system in the world, and
without help, millions of working fami-
lies are simply unable to afford cov-
erage.
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This was never a handout. It was a
lifeline. Yet, because Republicans re-
fused to act before December 31, mil-
lions of Americans have faced sky-
rocketing healthcare costs.

In my district, I hear from neighbors
every day about how devastating it has
been to lose these tax credits. Right
now, families who rely on the ACA in
Washington’s Sixth are facing an aver-
age increase of $1,500 a month in
healthcare costs. That is some people’s
rent, three car payments. That strips
the ability to put anything away in
savings.

Even if you are on private insurance,
monthly costs are estimated to rise
across the board by 21 percent in Wash-
ington because of the overall strain on
our system. When healthy people are
priced out of insurance, costs go up for
everyone else. That is just math.

This Republican-created crisis will
price out an estimated 80,000 Washing-
tonians from coverage, and that
doesn’t even include the millions more
in Washington and across the country
who are losing care because of the cuts
to Medicaid and Medicare.

Mr. Speaker, who is being hit hardest
when these tax credits disappear?
Women who are already struggling
with restrictions to reproductive care,
who make less money than men do, and
who are on the front lines of growing
childcare crises.

Who else will be impacted? LGBTQ
Americans, who are more likely to rely
on the ACA because of lower incomes
and employment discrimination, on top
of this administration rapidly stripping
away access to their lifesaving care
and protections.

Families really struggling to get by,
living paycheck to paycheck, are more
likely to work jobs without employer-
provided benefits, making the ACA
their only real option for coverage.

I want to make this clear: Repub-
lican leadership let tax credits expire
in order to pay for tax breaks for bil-
lionaires. They didn’t make an ab-
stract budget decision. They decided
that their wealthy and well-connected
donors deserved the very best that this
country has to offer while condemning
everyday Americans to lose health in-
surance and to have to wait until they
are sick enough to end up in the emer-
gency room.

I will say what we all know: We don’t
have a genuine healthcare system in
this country. We have a sick care sys-
tem, a system where people are forced
to delay care until a problem becomes
a crisis, a system where chronic condi-
tions go unmanaged or managed with
unprescribed medication, a system
where cancers are caught later when
treatment is more expensive and out-
comes are worse, and a system where
more people die.

One thing drove me to public service
and has continued to drive me: Every-
one deserves access to healthcare. That
is why, in the State legislature, I
worked every day to protect and ex-
pand access to care, passing laws to ex-
pand postpartum Medicaid so that new
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parents received the care that they
needed after childbirth, establishing a
universal healthcare commission, re-
moving barriers to behavioral health
and dental care, and lowering prescrip-
tion drug prices.

I have seen the way families thrive
when access to care is expanded and
the devastation that follows when it is
taken away. While families are worried
about whether they can afford insulin,
inhalers, or mental health care, Repub-
lican leadership chose inaction. They
found time to give tax breaks to cor-
porations but not to protect healthcare
for working people before tax credits
expired.

That tells you everything you need
to know about Republican leadership
priorities.

President Trump says that he has
concepts of a plan and has been making
empty promises for a decade, but the
American people don’t need concepts.
We need affordable healthcare now.

I am very glad that 17 of my Repub-
lican colleagues joined Democrats
today in doing the right thing by vot-
ing to extend the ACA tax credits for 3
more years to protect access to afford-
able healthcare. I hope that my col-
leagues in the Senate follow suit by
passing this bill immediately, but I
also know that it is not enough.

We need a universal healthcare sys-
tem, a system where you can go to the
doctor, receive the care you need, and
walk out without worrying about what
other bills you will have to skip to af-
ford it.

We need a system where losing a job
doesn’t mean losing your healthcare
and where starting a business doesn’t
mean risking your life in addition to
your livelihood.

We need a system where no one lies
awake at night wondering if they will
be able to afford insulin, whether they
will be able to afford it if their kid
breaks their arm, or whether they will
be able to afford it if their spouse has
a pregnancy complication or a cancer
diagnosis.

It is not radical. It is not unrealistic.
It is humanity.

The United States, arguably the
wealthiest country in the world,
doesn’t have a universal healthcare
system like every advanced nation in
the world does. It is time for our Na-
tion’s leaders to stop making excuses.
It is time for us to find real solutions
that put the American people first.

O 1910

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TONKO).

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentlewoman yielding and
thank both Congresswoman LUZ RIVAS
of California and Congresswoman
EMILY RANDALL of Washington State
for hosting us with this Special Order
hour. I know with them being two
freshmen Congresswomen, and I know
at least one other freshman Congress-
woman that will be joining in the dis-
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cussion, that it just reflects the tre-
mendous amount of talent and passion
to make a difference in this freshman
class. We are so blessed to have them
in the Caucus. It is so important to
witness the efforts that the two con-
gresswomen hosting us have made in
regard to accessibility and afford-
ability. It is most appreciated.

After months of pushing, Democrats
succeeded in forcing a vote to extend
ACA subsidies that offer lifesaving
healthcare benefits to millions of fami-
lies. That extension passed the House
just hours ago, but the fight isn’t over
to secure these benefits and meaning-
fully lower costs for Americans. The
Senate must act at once to restore
these benefits and ease the burden of
rising costs for people like Mekhiya,
one of my constituents from New
York’s 20th Congressional District.

Mekhiya was born and raised in
Schenectady, New York. She recently
turned 26 and was bumped off of her
parents’ health insurance plan. She
made the smart and responsible choice
to switch to an ACA plan. Because Re-
publicans let vital ACA subsidies lapse
last year, she no longer knows how she
will afford coverage. This is at a time
when she and her wife are thinking
about starting a family together.

So often I hear the reaction from
those on the right saying: Just get a
job. Well, Mekhiya already works at a
job, in fact two jobs; one for her local
school district and one as a manager at
McDonald’s. All told, between both
jobs, she works some 16 hours a day.
Neither position offers affordable or
comprehensive enough healthcare, so
an ACA plan is her only real option.

In this, the richest country in the
world, the richest country in the his-
tory of the world, this is simply unac-
ceptable. No one should be spending
nearly all of their waking hours work-
ing multiple jobs and still unable to af-
ford basic healthcare coverage for
themselves and their family members.
Yet this is the painful reality for mil-
lions of Americans.

Faced with this impossible scenario,
Mekhiya said that she may try to work
even more hours to make ends meet,
but there are simply not enough hours
in the day to work much more than she
already does.

We have the chance here in Congress
to ease the immense burden being car-
ried by Mekhiya and the tens of mil-
lions more seeing a spike in healthcare
premiums. I urge my colleagues in the
Senate to do right by families and act
without delay to lower healthcare and
help working family people breathe a
little easier.

Make no mistake, the fight to lower
costs is far from over. We have got to
put our foot on the gas when it comes
to driving down those healthcare costs
and making life much more affordable
for the American people.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from the great State of
California (Mr. GARAMENDI).

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, in-
deed, it is a great State because we
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have great freshmen Representatives. I
thank them for this Special Order hour
and the opportunity to really talk
about a critical issue for our constitu-
ents in California and really all across
America.

If we go back to the beginning of the
Trump administration and we think
about the various issues that he has
put forth and the burdens that he has
placed on America, one of the most im-
portant is in the big, ugly bill. If you
take a look at the big, ugly bill and
you get into the details, well, there are
the enhanced tax credits for the Afford-
able Care Act, and we will talk about
that in a few moments; but also in the
big, ugly bill is the big problem coming
up at the end of this 2026 year.

They have put in place a dismantling
of the Medicaid program. They pushed
it off until after the election, but the
facts of the matter are those impacts
are already being recognized across the
healthcare system. It is going to affect
every American and particularly those
that are relying on Medicare.

Now, if we talk about what the issue
is today—and thank goodness, the
Democratic leadership in this House
put forth an opportunity to solve one
of the most critical problems that face
Americans right now, and that is the
expiration of the Affordable Care Act
tax credits. That has happened. Today,
on this floor, there was a vote. Fortu-
nately, the House of Representatives,
led by the Democrats and a handful of
Republicans, pushed forward an exten-
sion, a 3-year extension of the Afford-
able Care Act subsidies which will be
exceedingly important.

The Affordable Care Act enhanced
premium credits expired. They expired
last year at the end of the year, and 4
million Americans immediately faced a
problem. The expiration of these tax
credits not only raised the cost for in-
dividuals in the marketplace, but it
also raised the healthcare costs all
across America because it rippled down
into all aspects of the healthcare sys-
tem, the insurance, and the operations
at hospitals and clinics. These harmful
impacts won’t stop at the Affordable
Care Act insurance premiums. Those
costs are now across the system.

Let me level with the American peo-
ple. The Republican healthcare crisis
will make the American people wait
longer for healthcare. It will make
Americans pay more for worse
healthcare systems. And for people who
live in rural, as well as urban areas,
your clinics and your hospitals are
shut down. Why? Because the Repub-
licans have been after a challenge dat-
ing back to the 1960s when the Medi-
care program was put in place to elimi-
nate the government’s operations
there.

There is still time to avoid this cri-
sis, and today, this House, led by the
Democrats, took action to solve at
least one of the major pieces of that,
the Affordable Care Act enhanced pre-
mium tax credits. It is up to the Sen-
ate Republicans now.
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Hello, where are you, Senate Repub-
licans? Are you paying attention? It is
in your House. You have the oppor-
tunity to save this system, Senate Re-
publicans. I know that Senate Demo-
crats are already on board. They want
to do this. Let’s get this done.

So let’s challenge the Senate Repub-
licans, see where they stand. We know
where a whole lot of our Republican
colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives stand. They did not stand with
Americans. They didn’t stand with
those people in your districts, in my
district, that are going to lose their Af-
fordable Care Act insurance premiums.

We have got work to do. This isn’t
the end of this healthcare crisis. This
is just one more step along the way to
try to find some way to overcome the
terrible burden that the Trump admin-
istration and the Republicans have
placed on Americans as they go about
trying to provide healthcare coverage
for themselves, for their families, and
for their communities.

We met that challenge today. The
Democrats here in the House of Rep-
resentatives met that challenge today,
and we forced through a 3-year exten-
sion of the Affordable Care Act insur-
ance premium subsidies. We are thank-
ful that many, and a handful of Repub-
licans, stood with us in this.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO), my colleague and friend and
the ranking member of the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my California colleague for yielding to
me and thank Congresswoman RIVAS
for co-hosting, and I thank Congress-
woman EMILY RANDALL from Wash-
ington for also co-hosting this impor-
tant Congressional Progressive Caucus
Special Order hour.

Now, we are here because this here-
tofore do-nothing Republican Congress
has let 22 million Americans get priced
out of their healthcare.

I learned of a coffeehouse owner in
Riverside, a good friend of mine, whose
health insurance went from $600 a
month to $1,100 a month. We are here
because my Republican colleagues
think our national budget is too tight
to ensure that our seniors and families
can afford healthcare, but it is flush
enough with enough cash to fund esca-
pades in Venezuela and billions of new
spending on ICE and giving billionaires
permanent tax cuts.

We are here because Democrats are
the ones that are keeping healthcare
front and center for this body. Repub-
licans wish we would stop talking
about this, that we would stop bringing
it up, but we will not stop because
healthcare is vital. It is essential to
every American.
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It was the Democrats that forced this
do-nothing Congress to actually act.
Neither Speaker JOHNSON nor Presi-
dent Trump wanted to make
healthcare more affordable, so we took
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it upon ourselves to pass a 3-year ex-
tension of these vital tax credits, 3
years that match with the remaining 3
years of this Presidency.

Mr. Speaker, 17 Republicans joined us
to actually lower costs and to make
health insurance affordable. Now, I am
sure the President will have in his
mind that he should target for retribu-
tion these 17 Republicans for defying
him, for defying the orthodoxy of the
Republican leadership. He can choose
to lead with fear, to be more concerned
about Venezuelan o0il or how many
more people he can deport or how much
more he can enrich himself, or he can
use his considerable influence and
power over Republicans, over Senate
Republicans.

We saw the reach of his power today
as Republicans unanimously voted for
water projects for poor people in Colo-
rado and for a Native American Tribe
in Florida, reversed themselves and
sustained his veto. They voted for
these two measures before. That is how
immense his influence is. The question
is: Will he get seven Republicans to do
something right for the American peo-
ple and lower healthcare costs, and will
he use his influence to help Americans
lower healthcare costs for all Ameri-
cans or will he act in retribution? He
can lower healthcare costs for all by
expanding the pool of insureds.

The fight is not over. We still have to
get through the Senate, but the key to
all this is President Trump. Will he de-
mand that the Senate pass a 3-year ex-
tension of this bill, 3-year extension of
healthcare tax credits? That is the big
question.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from the great State
of Arizona (Mrs. GRIJALVA).

Mrs. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Representatives Rivas and Ran-
dall for leading on this very urgent
healthcare issue.

Millions of Americans who depend on
the Affordable Care Act are selecting
their plans right now, and what they
are seeing are healthcare options that
they cannot afford due to Republicans’
refusal to extend premium assistance.

I am here today speaking on behalf of
my constituents in southern Arizona
and those throughout the Nation. I am
here for the parents that are going
through their monthly budget trying
to figure out what they can give up
just to be able to pay for these pre-
miums. I am speaking for those who
have the horrible feeling in the pit of
their stomachs because they know the
risk of being uninsured, being one hos-
pital visit away from bankruptcy.

My Republican colleagues and, cer-
tainly, Donald Trump might not under-
stand this, but health insurance is not
a luxury. It is a necessity.

The facts are clear. Republicans paid
for their trillion-dollar tax giveaway
for the wealthy by cutting healthcare,
plain and simple.

Over 10 million people will lose their
Medicaid, and now millions more could
lose their health coverage because they
can’t afford their premiums.
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Mr. Speaker, 22 million people, in-
cluding 400,000 Arizonans with market-
place coverage, are already seeing their
healthcare premiums skyrocket. These
cuts mean the closure of rural hos-
pitals in Arizona, job losses in our
healthcare sector, higher healthcare
costs for those with private insurance,
and the overall stress to an already
stretched thin healthcare system.

The State of Arizona has estimated
the impact of Medicaid cuts alone to be
$34 billion over the next 10 years.

For every $1 billion tax cut there is
an estimated loss of 36,000 jobs across
multiple industries. While the eco-
nomic impacts will be devastating
throughout the State, the most imme-
diate impact will be on those going
without needed healthcare.

Already a community health center
in my district is feeling the impact of
the healthcare cuts. In 2025, they saw
significant cuts in their Ryan White
part B funding.

Due to these cuts, some positions had
to be eliminated and workflows re-
aligned, including the loss of medical
case management and treatment ad-
herence support.

The impacts are real. For instance, a
29-year-old woman was diagnosed with
HIV during her pregnancy. She is a
mom of two young Kkids, 7 and 1 years
old. She has struggled with mental ill-
ness, depression, and cognitive delay.
Because she lacks daily adherence sup-
port for her lifesaving Valley fever
medication, she has been hospitalized
three times due to sepsis related to the
condition.

Another 18-year-old with HIV who
works as a landscaper has not been
able to get back on his medication due
to the loss of insurance. His employer
does not provide insurance, and he
makes too much money to qualify for
Medicaid. Now the health center team
is trying to get support from pharma-
ceutical companies for this individual.

These are the types of stories of real
people that simply want to live their
lives. Illness and disease do not dis-
criminate, neither should Congress.
Americans have had enough of cutting
programs that Americans need for
basic survival, enough of the attempts
to repeal the Affordable Care Act,
enough Republicans’ skyrocketing
costs.

It is up to Donald Trump and the Re-
publican Party to decide if they will
join Democrats to restore these tax
credits or whether they will keep mak-
ing life unaffordable for hardworking
Americans. I urge the Senate to act
immediately and take up the premium
extension bill passed by the House.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from the great State
of Oregon (Ms. HOYLE).

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding.
This has been a week. We invaded Ven-
ezuela; threatened to invade Green-
land; put Cuba, Mexico, and Colombia
on notice that they could be next; had
the administration and many of my
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colleagues, who know better because
they were here, try and rewrite the his-
tory of what happened on January 6;
and an ICE agent shot and Kkilled a
woman in Minnesota, and DHS imme-
diately blamed the victim with no pre-
tense of wanting to find out what the
facts were. An hour ago we just had
two more people shot by an ICE agent
in Portland, Oregon.

These are dark times, and it is really
easy to get bogged down in the nega-
tive, but today, something really good
happened. Mr. Speaker, today, 17 Re-
publicans joined Democrats to override
the Speaker’s attempt to stifle the will
of this body to vote to extend subsidies
for the Affordable Care Act for 3 years.

My district is just over 17,000 square
miles. It is mostly rural with rural hos-
pitals hanging on by a thread. Some of
them have just 15 percent commercial
payer mix. Without the Affordable Care
Act subsidies, we will have more unin-
sured people, and these hospitals could
go under.

Prior to being in Congress, I worked
at the United Way before the Afford-
able Care Act working on healthcare
access, and my county had a 21 percent
uninsured rate. We have a lot of farm-
ers, small business people. We have
people that couldn’t afford insurance.
Now our uninsured rate is just under 8
percent. That is because of the sub-
sidies.

I have had people call me. One
woman called and said she was paying
$87 a month. She now will have to pay
over $1,000 a month, and she can’t af-
ford her medication or the treatment
that keeps her alive. I have people,
small business people in my district,
that are calling to say this is the first
time they have ever had to go without
insurance.

The fact of the matter is this is the
right policy.

Now, if people want to talk about
how to deliver quality, affordable, ap-
propriate healthcare with less money
going to hedge fund-owned medical
practices or to insurance companies, I
would love to work with my colleagues
on that. We have a Medicare for All bill
that anybody can get on. That is what
we should be moving toward.

The bottom line is this: I remember
when my mother, who was working as
a contractor because her job got
shipped offshore, didn’t have insurance
and she badly broke her leg, lost her
home, went bankrupt, lost everything,
and had to start over.
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Many people in this country will lose
everything. This is the right thing to
do for right now, and then we should
work together and be responsible as
Congress to lower the cost of
healthcare, take out the middleman,
decrease the price of pharmaceuticals,
and make sure that people have access
to healthcare wherever they are in this
country.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on both sides of
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the aisle to do that, and I encourage
the Senate to take up this bill and get
it done so that we can actually do what
we got sent here to do, which is the
work of the people.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from the great State
of Arizona (Ms. ANSARI).

Ms. ANSARI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representatives Rivas and Randall for
hosting this Special Order hour.

Mr. Speaker, I represent Phoenix,
Glendale, and Guadalupe, communities
where families are working hard every
single day to stay afloat. Across this
country, including throughout Arizona,
millions of families are struggling to
afford basic healthcare. With costs ris-
ing on everything that they need to
live, housing, food, and childcare, they
have been through enough.

The ACA enhanced premium tax
credits were a lifeline for these fami-
lies, but Republican inaction allowed
these tax credits to expire on December
31 because they don’t care about reg-
ular people.

The consequences were immediate.
For many families in Arizona, ACA
marketplace premiums have already
more than doubled as a result of Re-
publican negligence. That means par-
ents are skipping doctors’ appoint-
ments for their babies, seniors are re-
considering prescriptions, and families
are facing the very real possibility of
going uninsured.

Take Cricket, for example, a con-
stituent in my district. At 63, Cricket
is self-employed and not yet eligible
for Medicare. She has relied on ACA
coverage for 8 years, paying $350 a
month.

Last year, she suffered a head injury
that required emergency care, and ACA
kept her bill around $1,000 instead of
$10,000, saving her from potential bank-
ruptcy. She fears rising premiums. The
ACA is her lifeline, and without it, she
could lose her home and everything
else that she has built.

Today, the House of Representatives
finally voted to extend these enhanced
premium tax credits for 3 years. De-
spite 17 Republicans standing up to
Donald Trump and to their own leader-
ship, I want to point out that not a sin-
gle Republican from Arizona’s delega-
tion chose to put their constituents
first and extend the lifesaving sub-
sidies. That is egregious, and that is
unacceptable.

There is still so much more work to
do, even after today’s passage in this
House. We must apply pressure to the
United States Senate to pass a clean 3-
year extension of these ACA tax cred-
its.

Arizonans cannot afford any more
delays. Let’s be clear: Extending these
tax credits is necessary, but it is cer-
tainly not enough. We need to pass
Medicare for All. We are the richest
country in the world, and we pay more
for healthcare per person than any
other developed nation.

On average, we spend at least double
per person as countries like the United
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Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and
Japan spend on healthcare, so we
should be the healthiest. We are not.
We are 48th in the world for life expect-
ancy.

Do you know, Mr. Speaker, what
most of the countries doing better and
paying less than us have in common?
They have universal healthcare. Amer-
icans’ physical and financial health de-
pend on us doing the same.

It is time to take real action to bring
down healthcare costs for Arizonans
and for people all across the United
States. That means Medicare for All
before more Americans lose their
healthcare or go into medical debt.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from the great State of
New York (Mr. GOLDMAN).

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from California and Representative
RANDALL for hosting this Special
Order.

Seven days ago, the Affordable Care
Act’s enhanced premium tax credits ex-
pired. For years, these credits allowed
millions of Americans to afford health
insurance that they would otherwise
not be able to get. For tens of millions
of others, these tax credits drastically
lowered premiums—for some families,
by as much as thousands of dollars.
They gave working families essential
relief amidst an ongoing cost-of-living
crisis that Donald Trump has only
made worse.

Without these tax credits, an esti-
mated 5 million Americans will lose
their insurance as a result of higher
premium costs.

Today, House Democrats successfully
forced this body to vote to extend
those tax credits so that those 5 mil-
lion Americans can hold on to their
health insurance with a 3-year exten-
sion of these premium tax credits, and
it passed this body.

Now, this bill goes to the Senate,
which must pass it in order to save
health insurance for millions of Ameri-
cans.

In my State of New York alone, more
than 140,000 people relied on the tax
credits. These credits also supported an
additional 1.7 million New Yorkers who
would probably otherwise not be able
to afford health insurance.

One constituent of mine who lives in
public housing and holds a good job
told me that without these tax credits,
her monthly premiums have gone from
$450 to more than $1,000, which she sim-
ply cannot afford. She is in her sixties
and will be left with no health insur-
ance.

It is not just those eligible for the
tax credits who will suffer. That is be-
cause when people lose coverage, they
don’t stop getting sick. They delay pre-
ventative care. They skip prescrip-
tions. They end up in emergency
rooms. Emergency rooms become over-
run, and care gets worse and more de-
layed. Costs rise for everyone, and all
outcomes suffer.



January 8, 2026

Because of months of inaction by
Donald Trump and congressional Re-
publicans, those tax credits have ex-
pired and will be gone without this leg-
islation that we passed today. This is
nothing short of a crisis, and it is a cri-
sis created entirely by the President of
the United States and his Republican
Party.

Let me say this clearly to the Amer-
ican people. If you cannot afford health
insurance anymore, you have one per-
son and one party to blame: Donald
Trump and the Republican Party. It is
the same party that cut taxes for bil-
lionaires and cut Medicaid for working-
class Americans.

Mr. Speaker, you can count on one
thing at all times with this Republican
Party: They will always choose billion-
aires over babies.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, may
how much time I have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore
WIED). The gentlewoman from
fornia has 16 minutes remaining.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleagues who participated in this
Special Order hour on the ACA tax
credits. The Affordable Care Act tax
credits are why our country has a
record-high number of insured people.

Like many of my colleagues who
today shared stories of their constitu-
ents and how this will impact them and
their daily lives, I also have heard
many stories from my own constitu-
ents. This includes Angel from San
Fernando. Angel’s husband is self-em-
ployed, and she works part time. Be-
cause of the ACA, they can have reli-
able healthcare that covers her hus-
band’s preexisting conditions. Angel is
dreading the update that will make
healthcare more costly. They will have
to make it work, but it will come at an
extreme hardship. Angel and her hus-
band are two of the over 31,000 people
in my district who will see their
healthcare costs rise if the ACA tax
credits are not extended.

Another constituent from North Hol-
lywood said that their costs will more
than double. They write: ‘““My husband
and I are already scraping by, living
paycheck to paycheck each month.
Rent and groceries are both harder to
pay for. I also have two kids who are on
Medi-Cal.” Families of four like this
woman’s will be forced to pay over
$6,000 more this year if the ACA tax
credits are not extended.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure Congress-
woman RANDALL has heard hundreds of
stories from her constituents, too, and
would like to share some with us.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Washington for the pur-
pose of a colloquy.

Ms. RANDALL. The gentlewoman is
right. I think all of us have been re-
ceiving stories, texts, emails, and
phone calls from mneighbors, friends,
families, and constituents around the
country who are impacted by rising
healthcare costs because of the deci-
sions that Republican leadership has
made.

I ask

(Mr.
Cali-
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It is certainly not just my district.
We know that in central Washington
and Washington’s Fourth District, a
family of four earning $66,000 a year is
seeing annual premium increases of
$2,651.

In Louisiana’s Fourth District, we
are seeing a family of four that is earn-
ing $66,000 have the same increase.

In Texas, a 60-year-old couple earning
$85,600 a year would see their premiums
increase 333 percent, $20,466.

The numbers can sometimes feel ab-
stract, right? What are those numbers?
They are people.

Amanda in Bremerton told us that
for her family, the ACA credits were
the only way that she could afford
healthcare. If they lose the discount
with the ACA, they wouldn’t be able to
have healthcare, period. Her family
members won’t be able to afford the
medications that they need to help
keep them alive.

Healthcare should be affordable for
all citizens in the TUnited States.
Amanda is worried that they will pos-
sibly lose their home if they get sick
and have to go to a doctor.

Andrea from Tacoma works for a
California-based company. The insur-
ance that they offer would cost her
$1,000 a month, which is out of her
budget, but obtaining insurance
through the Washington marketplace,
with ACA tax credits, allowed her to
purchase it for just $300 a month, less
than a third of what her employer-
sponsored coverage would be. She still
struggles to make this payment.

If she <can no longer afford
healthcare, Andrea is going to feel the
impact significantly. She makes just
too much money to receive Apple
Health, our version of Medicaid. She is
pregnant. She will be swimming in
medical debt. She says she is the only
one who provides for her and her chil-
dren.

Our neighbors deserve better, and
they deserve us to keep fighting, not
just for this ACA tax credit extension,
which we will continue to put pressure
on the Senate to pass, but also for a
system that meets our needs nation-
wide.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman RANDALL for sharing
those stories. We are hearing these sto-
ries from all over the country, not just
blue States, but also red States, every-
where.

The Affordable Care Act tax credits
keep healthcare affordable for all
Americans. If the Senate does not act
immediately, constituents like Ste-
phen from Van Nuys will bear that bur-
den. Stephen and his wife are both
independent contractors who pay for
their own health insurance. In 2026,
they are facing a monthly increase of
over $1,000 a month each. This is abso-
lutely unacceptable in the TUnited
States.

Before I close, I thank Congress-
woman RANDALL for joining me for to-
night’s discussion and would like to
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yield to her for any closing remarks
she may have.

Ms. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman RIVAS.

Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day,
this comes down to a simple question:
Who is Congress fighting for? Right
now, Republican leadership is offering
Americans higher healthcare costs, less
coverage, and more uncertainty.

By refusing to extend the Affordable
Care Act tax credits before they ex-
pired last month, they made healthcare
costs more expensive for working fami-
lies when people are already stretched
thin.

I have heard from families across my
district who are forgoing coverage this
year because of the absurd premium in-
creases.

A small business owner in Bremerton
said that her new monthly premium for
her family of three would be more than
her mortgage, costing $35,000 a year.
She is now being forced to look for a
new job that includes health benefits
and told us it is very likely she will
have to sell her home in order to pay
for insurance.

If the Senate doesn’t pass the 3-year
ACA extension immediately, families
will be locked into these higher prices
for 2026, and they will lose coverage.
People will delay care, skip prescrip-
tions, or avoid seeing a doctor, not be-
cause they don’t need it, but because
they can’t afford it. That is not a
healthcare system that works.

Healthcare is a human right, and
your ability to get it shouldn’t depend
on how much you earn, where you live,
or whether your employer offers cov-
erage. No one should have to choose be-
tween paying rent and seeing a doctor
or between putting food on the table
and buying a prescription.

The ACA tax credits exist because
Congress recognized a simple truth.
Without them, millions of Americans
would be priced out of care. These cred-
its make coverage possible for seniors
who are not yet eligible for Medicare,
for small business owners, and gig
workers, for families who earn too
much to qualify for Medicaid but not
enough to absorb soaring premiums.
Allowing these tax credits to expire
was a choice, and it was the wrong one.

Americans are being screwed by this
administration. Tariffs are screwing
our farmers and raising prices. Trump
is killing energy projects that raise our
utility bills, and Republicans screwed
around with our health insurance by
refusing to extend the ACA tax credits.

Congress has a real opportunity right
now to take action: to lower costs, to
protect coverage, and to improve the
health of people across the country.
Extending the ACA tax credits will
keep families insured, reduce financial
strain, and prevent avoidable deaths.

This is a moment for leadership, a
moment to put people over politics. Re-
publicans in the Senate must act to ex-
tend these tax credits. We must make
it clear that in this country access to
healthcare is not a privilege; it is a
right worth protecting.
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I am glad to be a partner in this fight
with Representative RIVAS and all of
my other Democratic colleagues who
spoke on the floor tonight.

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congresswoman RANDALL and thanks
again to my other colleagues who
spoke tonight.

Today’s vote will help keep
healthcare affordable for millions of
Americans, but our work isn’t done.
The Senate needs to pass this bill im-
mediately, and then we need to get
back to work on progressive and equi-
table solutions that leave no family be-
hind.

Families are still facing high costs
for housing, childcare, groceries, and
other everyday necessities. House
Democrats and the Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus will continue to stand
with the American people to protect
their healthcare against Republicans’
attacks and keep the American Dream
attainable for all.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

CONGRESS IS A MATH-FREE ZONE

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. SCHWEIKERT
of Arizona was recognized for 30 min-
utes.)

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I
was actually going to come here and do
some things on demographics and some
things that are optimistic, but I actu-
ally think we should first jump into
the fact that we work in a math-free
zone.

If you listen to the people coming be-
hind the microphones, particularly
today, it is as if they have read none of
the CBO reports, none of the HHS re-
ports, or the other things, particularly
in regard to the ACA, which are sub-
sidies. They are subsidies on top of sub-
sidies to insurance companies.

Did you read the reports? Last year,
41 percent of those subsidies on sub-
sidies of the people that had the en-
hanced subsidies paid no premium, so
they had no skin in the game, which is
not what we were promised when
ObamaCare came into existence a
dozen years ago.

We actually showed an economic re-
port. I did entire floor speeches on it
showing that only a third of that $35
billion, $40 billion a year subsidy on
top of the subsidies actually goes to
healthcare.

We also showed that a third of the
folks never made a claim because now
we are finding rampant fraud of people
who were signed up because if they
don’t have a premium to pay, they had
brokers signing them up, and they had
no idea they had coverage.

Where is the passion to actually deal
with the fact that particularly the
left—and I have got to blame my broth-
ers and sisters on the Republican side,
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we have done the same. We have turned
healthcare into financial engineering,
instead of having it be about the cost,
access, and delivery of having our
brothers and sisters get healthier.

Is it you have sold your soul to the
insurance companies? Remember, the
ACA model is an insurance company
model. You promised them rates of re-
turn, you promised them a market, so
this is 7 percent of the healthcare mar-
ket, and 94 percent of that 7 percent
gets a subsidy.

Let’s actually do math because you
have been listening to—oh, yeah, there
has been actually no math today as
people talked about subsidies on top of
subsidies. The CBO report that updated
yesterday—and I can do this off the top
of my head—basically said the 3 years
cost $80 billion.

The reason it is lower than my $105
billion is because they made an as-
sumption that this year, if the Senate
were to pass these, that there will be a
delayed sign-up, so there will be half a
year or so where people—but if they did
a claw back, the actual number on
these subsidies is about $105 billion.

Okay. Even if you do the CBO’s num-
ber of $80 billion for 3 years of subsidies
on top of subsidies, and then you put in
the 10 years of interest, you know, be-
cause of the interest window, this costs
$111 billion.

0 1950

Understand what the left is telling
you. They are basically saying they
don’t give a damn about healthcare. It
is financing. If we wanted to change
the price of healthcare, we would actu-
ally be looking at the innovations that
are going on and start to legalize them,
but there are too many damn lobbyists
walking up and down our hallways here
trying to stop us.

Look, here is an article from 2 days
ago. Bless the State of Utah. If you are
like me—I have hypertension. Can you
imagine that? I have had it since I was
a teenager. I take a calcium inhibitor.
It lowers my blood pressure. Hopefully,
I don’t pop an aneurysm, but every 90
days, I have to pick up the phone to
renew a doctor’s prescription or go
visit the doctor, even though it is the
same prescription I have had for dec-
ades.

Utah just created AI that will take
my data and renew my prescription. It
will save a fortune for the people of
Utah—cost, access, not subsidies.

Stanford medical reviewed basically
being able to use certain wearables.
Their new AI model predicts disease
risk as you sleep from over 100 health
conditions. They take some data as
you are sleeping off your wearables,
and boom, basically you are wearing a
medical lab. Except the problem is, it
is not allowed to prescribe. That would
be illegal because that would require us
to actually do things, modernize access
to healthcare, use the technology to
crash—oh, we can’t use technology to
crash the price. It would really annoy a
whole bunch of the lobbyists. People
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are lined up at our doors. People would
show up at our fundraisers.

OpenAl chat health to connect data
from health apps medical records—
there is a revolution coming where we
as people of America can stay dramati-
cally healthier.

Why aren’t we doing the discussion of
what to do to lower the price of
healthcare instead of having debates of
another $100 billion that goes on the
very credit cards of the people who
get—the insurance companies that get
the subsidy that only as—our model is
38 percent of that subsidy actually ends
up going into healthcare. We are still
trying to figure out where the hell the
rest of the money went.

Have we lost our minds? Why is it so
much easier to just keep borrowing
money and borrowing money and bor-
rowing money and say: I am giving you
something, but I am putting it on your
credit card. It is like we are engaging
in a level of financial lunacy here.

Now, let’s actually go on to the even
more difficult part of this discussion. I
am doing this because I want us to
start to have a benchmark. If there is
anyone out there listening that has
ever had to tolerate—because I have
been doing these for a decade, and I am
just exhausted. I am frustrated. I am
angry.

My brothers and sisters here, Demo-
crat and Republican, I like most of
these people, and I am crushed. I am
just absolutely intellectually, emotion-
ally, even physically crushed at the in-
ability to tell the truth. We don’t want
to tell the truth because our constitu-
ents get pissed off at us when we walk
them through the math. The constitu-
ents look back and say, so you have
been lying or the politicians have been
lying to us for decades. The answer is
yes, but it is not Democratic. It is not
Republican. Much of the crisis that we
are facing is demographic.

I am not going to explain all of this
chart, but I am basically going to tell
you, if you look at the financial lines
on this chart, Mr. Speaker, it basically
says, in 3 years, over half the money
this Federal Government spends will go
to those 65 and up. In 3 years, half the
money we spend will go to those 65 and
up.

Now, I need you to work through
something with me. I have already pre-
sented the Moody’s Analytics report
that is saying, in 8 years from now, 30
percent of our spending, 30 percent of
tax collections, will go just to interest.
You are now seeing, in 3 years, the ma-
jority of our spending will actually go
to benefits here. We have a math prob-
lem. Today, we have fewer 18 year olds
than we had 20 years ago, but we have
double the number of 65 year olds.

We can sit here and blame each
other, but it is just demographics. It is
happening over the entire industri-
alized world, but we are not allowed to
actually have an honest discussion
about it because the moment you say
something, the other side is writing po-
litical commercials to rip your face off
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because you told the truth about math
and demographics.

It is real simple. Mr. Speaker, you
are going to run for U.S. Senate. In
your next term, the Medicare trust
fund is empty. The Social Security
trust fund is empty. It takes that first
year, 2033, to just cover that shortfall
that is over $638 billion. If you don’t fix
it, you double senior poverty. You dou-
ble the number of baby boomers who
will live on the street, and everyone’s
Social Security check has a 24 percent
cut.

How many people have you heard
this week get behind the microphones
and say maybe we should actually
start to adopt technology, moderniza-
tion, deal with the reality of our fiscal
cliff that is coming? Instead, I watch a
parade of my brothers and sisters here
say: I have an idea. It costs more
money, but it is a really good idea.
Let’s just put it on the credit card.

It is out of order, but I will get to it.
I am going to say it a couple of times
because I did a presentation of a report
from I think it is the Massachusetts or
Boston economic council, freaky smart
professors. If you use a 6 percent dis-
count rate, which you can argue some-
thing lower, but sometimes you have
to talk about math. A child born
today, you need 104 percent of that
child’s lifetime income, so more money
than they make in their entire life-
time, just to cover Federal pension
benefits, Social Security, Medicare,
military, Federal employees, and rail-
road retirement.

Does anyone care? Does anyone care?
What is wrong with this place? The im-
morality that the next generation will
be poorer than us—but we are not al-
lowed to say that because, let’s be hon-
est, people want more stuff. If we keep
giving them more stuff, they vote for
us. They might even contribute.

Look, let’s just continue to do some
of the basic demographics. From 2004
to 2024, you see this one line here,
those are 18-year-olds. Somewhat simi-
lar, but now you start to get to 2035
and start to understand, without immi-
gration, you have a world where you
functionally have more 65-year-olds
than you have 18-year-olds.

We are having debates right now.
There is a report out that—now, it is
not adjusted for self-deports—saying
that the United States had about
400,000 as a first snapshot growth in
2025. We have another report that says
the United States had zero population
growth last year. We have another re-
port that says the United States will
have zero population growth this year.
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Mr. Speaker, are we going to tell the
truth about math? You want our Social
Security. You earned it. You deserve
it. You want our Medicare. You earned
it. You deserve it. In 7 years, both of
those trust funds are empty.

What are we going to do? The argu-
ment is we will just borrow more
money because, God forbid, we have
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any conversation about the cost of de-
livering healthcare. That will upset
someone’s business model or bureauc-
racy’s model. It is hard to read.

The basic point was trying to show
we are having terrific economic
growth. I will show some slides here.
With our GDP growth, some of the tax
policies and some of the regulatory
policies adopted in the last year are
working.

Our problems are spending. Almost
all the spending growth is interest be-
cause we are refinancing. We have $30
trillion out there we have to bring to
market over the next few years. I think
this year refinance was going to be
about $11 trillion. That is bonds, notes,
and paper that come due, plus another
$2 trillion probably in virgin. That is
new issuances. They are subject to the
higher interest rates today than we had
5 years ago.

That is why our interest coverage
costs have gotten so much more expen-
sive. That is why if we do total interest
from last year—the interest we also
pay back to the trust funds from the
money we borrowed from the trust
funds—we spent $1.2 trillion on interest
last year. Interest was the second big-
gest expense in this government last
year, and it is getting worse.

What happens when we produce eco-
nomic growth? We see this in red here.
Our debt projections are actually every
bit as bad as last year. That means for
every dollar we take in, in tax re-
ceipts—remember that our tax as a
percentage of GDP is basically back to
the mean that it has been for decades.
For every dollar we take in, we will
spend $1.43. That is $1 in and $1.43 out.
How long can we carry that on, Mr.
Speaker? Yet, you start looking at
where we are demographically.

What frustrates me is this is just
what we are. There is not a magic:
Well, we will suddenly have more chil-
dren. Really?

This is happening all over the indus-
trialized world. We have countries that
buy you a house on your third or
fourth child, and it didn’t increase fer-
tility rates. Yet our pension systems
were designed on four or five workers.

Remember that Social Security and
Medicare are pay as you go. We had a
benefit of building reserves when the
baby boomers were in the labor force.
They ultimately were designed as pay
as you go.

I have been in a 50-50 district for
years. The political consultants lose
their minds. They tell me I am not al-
lowed to talk about the truth in math,
but no one here wants to go near it, not
even the people in 20-point or 30-point
partisan districts. Will anyone here
help us plan for the future?

This future is coming fast. We have
economists now say we have function-
ally 3 years before we get in the inter-
est cycle back and forth. I will try to
explain that one of these days.

You have to understand when we hit
in—what was that? In 2020, we had 2.7
workers per Social Security retiree. We
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are actually getting to the point over
here where we think we are down to 2.3.
In the coming decades, it is even less.
So you and your spouse, you and your
partner, functionally have your own re-
tired person. It is just to understand
the basic economics of the math.

Then we have the brain trusts who
say we will just borrow the money each
year. Did they hear the math? In 2033,
the year the trust funds are empty, it
is well over $600 billion. You are going
to borrow basically half. That is 40 per-
cent equal to what is the—well, actu-
ally almost 60 percent equal to today’s
defense budget. We will just throw that
on the credit card. The next year it is
bigger, and the next year it is bigger.

There are good things happening. The
GDP numbers, which means the base-
line economic growth numbers, are re-
markably healthy. There is huge in-
vestment going on right now in tech-
nology that could actually boost pro-
ductivity. Therefore, it will boost
wages.

Where is the unified theory here? We
are going to do another reconciliation
where we are going to tell the markets
that we will start limiting the spend-
ing so we get lower interest rates and
s0 we can have more market growth.
People can afford houses, all the input.
Instead, you have a government that
for every dollar we spend, we have to
borrow another 43 cents. This is insane.

I was going to try to walk through
some things I consider really hopeful.
These are the contributions to GDP
growth. Many of these contributions in
the GDP growth, if we can get our poli-
cies and our regulatory designed prop-
erly, we can get some pops and produc-
tivity. Pops and productivity means
pops in people’s wages and pops in tax
collections.

We have to get all the stars aligned
at the right time. I just don’t see us
doing that because somehow it is not
part of our lexicon. I will do presen-
tations. We have too many people, par-
ticularly even on my side, who say
things that aren’t mathematically
true. We hear something, and we repeat
it. The customs duties, tariffs, are
helpful. It is not as much money as so
many people think.

Mr. Speaker, I am blessed to chair
the Joint Economic Committee. I am
number four on Ways and Means. I
chair the Oversight Committee. I am
the guy running a bunch of committees
and am responsible for a number of
these really uncomfortable investiga-
tions. I am blessed to have a staff that
is a hell of a lot smarter than I would
ever have hoped to have been at their
age.

We start to work out charts like this.
I am going to make some people mad.
As a matter of fact, I am not even
going to bother with that one. I will
walk us through the straight number.

We are still vetting the number be-
cause we are doing predictions. All of
this could mean nothing if the Su-
preme Court tomorrow changes its
rules on the President’s authority to
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do the enhanced tariffs—let’s just call
them that—and whatever authorities
the President may have to supplement
those tariffs.

We have to understand our latest ar-
ticles that we are looking at saying,
for 2026, $215 billion of what we call
customs receipts—tariffs—the baseline,
if there had been no changes, it would
have been $84 billion. Mr. Speaker, is
everyone working with me on this?
That means there was $131 billion of
new tariff money coming into the
budget this fiscal year.

If we pull out our calculator, so far in
the first quarter of this fiscal year, we
have been borrowing $8 billion a day.
We are hoping it actually comes back
to the mean of being about $6 billion.
Let’s do $131 billion divided by 8. We
functionally are covering 2 weeks of
borrowing. It is helpful. It is not a so-
lution.

Yet I will do the speech. I ask anyone
who is watching if they have some sug-
gestions of how I can actually start to
break through because I am exhausted.
Then I will watch someone come up. I
am sitting in my office, and I am
watching the floor. On occasion, I will
pull out my calculator. I am just en-
raged because of the mathematical
lying that goes on behind these micro-
phones over and over. This is the sur-
vival of our Republic.

Let’s actually do something that is
semi-optimistic here. Let’s look at
waste and fraud. I had a meeting with
a wonderful woman the other day. She
actually is involved in our county
party. She is really smart and abso-
lutely lovely. I hope I misheard her.
She seemed to believe that if we just
didn’t have that fraud in Minnesota, we
could have covered a whole bunch of
our national debt. She was genuinely
concerned. It sounds like she was try-
ing to quote what she actually thought
she heard on cable news.
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Mr. Speaker, I had to walk her
through saying, okay, here is the best
projection. Remember, some of this
fraud may have happened over a dec-
ade. We are still getting all the num-
bers. There have already been a num-
ber of prosecutions, ‘‘Minneapolis
woman pleads guilty in $250 million
Feeding Our Future fraud scheme.”
She stole $250 million. There are a
number of these articles that I have
here, but you still have to do the math.

The fraud, just to give you an idea of
the scale of our Nation’s borrowing, is
only a couple of days of borrowing.
How do I help people understand the
perspective of the scale and the fact
that everything that we as Members of
Congress vote on is borrowed?

If you told me today that I have to
balance the budget, I can do it. Every
part of government has to be shut
down—no Park Service, no Congress,
no EPA, no FDA. Everything that is
discretionary is gone. Today, my math
is that several hundred billion dollars
of mandatory spending have to be gone.
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We are borrowing so damned much
money now that we have to borrow
money just to cover our Medicare obli-
gations.

Do we understand? What if I came to
you tomorrow and said that I can end
most of the fraud in the IRS and the
government and the SNAPs and all of
these subsidies, like welfare and nutri-
tion support programs?

We have actually had a bill for 6 or 7
years to use AI to audit the Pentagon.
The Pentagon, I think, last year was
its ninth audit. It failed. It could not
pass an audit.

The same technology that we wanted
to use to audit the Pentagon, it turns
out that all of these programs, you just
put that in the back end. Instead of
doing the pay-and-chase model that,
for some reason, the left seems to em-
brace, why let the fraud money ever go
out the door?

I want to give you a simple example.
How many of you have a credit card?
How many of you have ever gone to a
place where you have never purchased
from before, and you stick your credit
card in because I am going to buy some
fishing tackle or whatever the hell you
are buying, and suddenly, you get this
text message saying: Is this you? Can
you put in your PIN? Can you put in
your code?

That technology has been around for
a decade. If the credit card companies
now have even more advanced AI to
know that someone isn’t you, that it is
fraud, and that the data on your appli-
cation and other things are fraud, you
are telling me that we put billions and
billions at risk trying to help our
brothers and sisters, only to later find
out that we have been financing
scammers.

I have a passion for dealing with the
long-run debt of this country. How do I
convince the American people that we
are going to have to do hard things
when they are able to point and say
that you haven’t taken care of the filth
and the stealing from our society, from
our taxpayers? How do I get them to
trust me when I still have scam artists
robbing them?

Mr. Speaker, we have proposal after
proposal to use technology to stop the
scamming. Will it ever get a hearing
here?

There almost seems to be a war to
stop us from using technology be-
cause—I actually can’t give you an
honest answer. We know that, for
years, I have been trying to fix tech-
nology at the IRS, and the IRS union
loses its mind thinking: You are trying
to get rid of us.

When we have been doing the audit
at the Pentagon, the unionized audi-
tors come and want to have meetings
with me. They are concerned that we
are trying to get rid of their jobs. I am
just trying to protect the American
taxpayers, but the technology already
exists in the private sector. It is time
we adopt it.

On healthcare, I just want to give
this as an example. Utah, a couple of
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days ago, announced that they are
going to allow AI as a pilot program in
Utah to prescribe. It is for the renewal
of your prescriptions. As I was talking
about before, my calcium inhibitor, my
hypertension medicine, the same one I
have had for decades, I could plug in
my data to the AI, and it would order
my prescription, and it would be sent
to me. It functionally has almost no
cost.

We have dozens of examples that I
have brought to the floor here over the
last—actually, dozens and dozens of ex-
amples that I have brought to the floor
here over the years, showing how we
could crash the price of healthcare in-
stead of doing the scam of let’s just
keep subsidizing the subsidy and the
insurance companies. How about we
change the accessibility and use tech-
nology to make it less expensive?

We are actually working on a
thought experiment—and this will be
the end—a crazy thought experiment.
President Trump and the White House
actually get a lot of credit, though we
worked on this for years. Glutides,
GLP-1s, I believe by the end of this
month, one of the tablet versions will
be available for $149 a month.

If obesity is responsible for 47 percent
of U.S. healthcare spending, according
to the Milken study, what would hap-
pen in our society, particularly where
we have States where technically over
half of their populations are considered
obese? What would happen if access to
the drug and, hopefully, nutrition and
all the other things that need to go
with it—but just do this thought exper-
iment with me. The lobbyists weren’t
able to stop access to the glutides.

You might be on the cusp of a revolu-
tion of people who are morbidly obese,
who have multiple chronic conditions,
and who are losing their feet are about
to get healthier.

Let’s actually start accepting the
technology, thinking creatively. With
that, Mr. Speaker, we might be able to
do some amazing things out there.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

REFLECTING ON IMPACT OF
ILLEGAL ACTION IN VENEZUELA

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of
Ohio was recognized for 30 minutes.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend, I prayed, and thanks to God
for saving the lives of every single one
of our precious soldiers, sailors, air-
men, marines, and intelligence officers
who were deployed secretly to Ven-
ezuela by the President of the United
States without consent of Congress.

Importantly, this operation was
planned and executed in violation of
the United States Constitution, Article
I, Section 9, Clause 7: ‘“No money shall
be drawn from the Treasury, but in
consequence of appropriations made by
law.” That clause also requires publi-
cation of all publicly expended money,
funds.
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None of that came to Congress, even
in some of the most sequestered pri-
vate meetings—nothing, no informa-
tion, no support.

This military operation expended bil-
lions upon billions of U.S. taxpayer
funds. The prior speaker, Congressman
SCHWEIKERT, talked about the deficit
going up. Well, where did the money
that was not appropriated come from?

No one could be more grateful than I
that our valiant combat teams all
came home safely. Without question,
because of funds that have been pro-
vided over the years, their readiness
and performance resulted in their safe
return. However, the commanding offi-
cials who are responsible for their de-
ployment have not responded to re-
quests by Congress to report from
which accounts the money was with-
drawn—billions and billions of dollars,
for almost 6 months—for the deploy-
ment and actions in the Gulf and At-
lantic theater.

The Trump administration has failed
to account for the funds that they have
expended. Commanding officers and ad-
ministration appointees have with-
drawn billions and billions of dollars
from the U.S. Treasury, from our tax-
payers, without legal authority, as
constitutionally required. For this, the
executive branch and those who are in
charge must be held accountable. That
day will come.
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The draw down of billions of Federal
taxpayer dollars to conduct these mili-
tary operations has been expended
without a vote of Congress, nor even a
notification. I can attest the adminis-
tration has failed, despite two requests
I have made in public and private
meetings with the highest level of De-
partment of Defense officials and this
administration, to provide the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of both
Chambers of Congress the details of
which accounts were drawn down and
how much will it be to carry out these
costly continuing operations. Tonight,
for a third time, I place on the public
record asking the U.S. Department of
Defense: What funds have been ex-
pended in years 2025 and are being ex-
pended currently, and from which spe-
cific accounts, and are projected to be
expended from which accounts in this
year of 2026 in the Venezuelan oper-
ations.

Billions and billions and billions of
taxpayer dollars have been spent and
are being spent in the Gulf and Atlan-
tic theater for these operations since
midyear last year. Secretary of State
Rubio has claimed the Venezuelan in-
vasion was not a military operation.
Do you believe that? He calls it a law
enforcement action. Really? Did these
funds flow from the Department of Jus-
tice? Congress doesn’t know. Thou-
sands upon thousands of America’s fin-
est have been positioned and missed
holidays and family days on dozens of
battleships, some lifted in the air and
then dispatched to ground action. This
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operation was much more than a law
enforcement action. It was an action of
war and regime change in another na-
tion.

This country is powerful enough to
do almost everything, but you can’t
violate the Constitution. That is dif-
ferent.

Can Secretaries Hegseth and Rubio
give us examples of other so-called law
enforcement actions that have cost
U.S. taxpayers billions and billions of
dollars? Moreover, this Presidential ad-
ministration has not legally appro-
priated a single dollar. Rather, it ap-
pears billions and billions of dollars
have been expended, some might say il-
legally transferred and some might say
stolen, from other Department of De-
fense accounts or from executive ac-
counts or from other Federal agencies
to conduct these costly Venezuelan op-
erations. From where? So now the sim-
ple question: How much did it cost to
capture the dictator of Venezuela,
Maduro, and his wife?

I ask, Mr. President, how much
money and exactly from which ac-
counts? Give me the specific numbers
and accounting titles from which bil-
lions and billions of America’s tax-
payer funds were transferred. These
shorted accounts are going to have to
be refinanced. How and when?

Secretary Hegseth, Secretary Rubio
and perhaps OMB Director Russell
Vought, their chief budget manager, it
is your sworn constitutional duty to
provide the American people which De-
fense or other Federal department and
agency accounts have been shorted be-
cause you transferred untold billions of
dollars to depose Venezuela’s dictator
Maduro and his wife.

Do you know that our own citizens
can’t get through to the Social Secu-
rity office because you have cut the
staffing back so much? Do you have
any idea what is actually happening at
the local level in this country? No one
in this Chamber is a fan of Maduro, and
the people of Venezuela have a
humongous, difficult task of building
their country forward now, but why be-
have deceitfully when you swore an
oath to the Constitution of the United
States.

Now, based on President Trump’s
press conference this past weekend, it
seems that this lengthy and costly de-
ployment of U.S. military into the Gulf
and the Atlantic aims to reclaim very
dirty crude oil deposits with out-of-
date refineries in Venezuela. How many
refineries are there? One? Who for-
merly owned them? Is it only the
former Chevron facility? What is the
business plan going forward, starting
with how are we going to reimburse the
accounts that were raided here?

For the sake of the American people
who are footing the big bill for all of
this, here is an idea. What if Congress
considers a taxpayer recovery fee on
every Venezuelan or American energy
company that will benefit from the
heroism of America’s military. How
about putting some of that money into
military housing, which is a disgrace.
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Let’s refund it back to our taxpayers
in the form of an energy rebate to help
them pay their rising utility bills.
That is, Congress could mandate that
any company that draws up Ven-
ezuelan dirty crude oil for their cor-
porate coffers should instead be re-
quired to share in the cost of the oper-
ation and rebate any profit to the hard-
working American taxpayers. The mili-
tary operations amount to billions of
dollars, so any energy company bene-
fiting from the heroism of our military
should pay an energy tax refund to U.S.
taxpayers. Think about it.

U.S. energy prices are rising and even
doubling across Ohio, our Buckeye
State, and many other localities across
our country due to the rise of data cen-
ters. Meanwhile, this administration is
cutting off funds for modern energy
systems. Wouldn’t such a rebate not
only be sensible but welcome and
impactful for America’s households
that are seeing rising energy bills
every month and rising water utility
bills?

Historically, the human lust for
crude oil—and Venezuela’s crude is
very dirty—is legendary. It is a subject
about which the American people are
going to become even more keenly
aware. Why? Because the blood of war
and the quest for dirty crude oil are
tightly bound. Far too many members
of our military have lost their lives to
defend the interests of dirty crude.
That isn’t always in the headlines, but
underneath, that is exactly what it is.
The Saudi oil kingdom is but one ex-
ample of the bondage of blood and oil
to military dictatorships and war. To
gain a sense of it, I recommend a book,
“Sleeping With the Devil”’ by Robert
Baer. You will learn a lot about blood
and war and the sacrifice of the people
in our military of this country over
several generations.

Over the last three-quarters of a cen-
tury in particular, the rush and fixa-
tion for crude has become a very costly
cause of U.S. war deaths across our
military forces. Thousands upon thou-
sands of our war dead have been sac-
rificed in such conflicts for which I will
now put figures on the RECORD.

Over the last century, time and
again, in war after war, excepting for
World War II, but for the China-Burma-
India theater, our most precious U.S.
military has rendered hundreds of
thousands of selfless Americans, men
and women, who have been ordered to
battle and sacrificed their lives to gain
access to the world’s crude oil deposits.

The time for foreign oil conquests
should be over. Frankly, America must
not live in the past. We must keep in-
venting. We can’t go back. We have got
to go forward. Our energy future is
right here at home. Over the last 50
years, new American energy sources
have been invented. All exist in our
homeland, with more to come. I am
just so proud of the inventiveness of
the American people. The discovery of
natural gas in the Utica and Marcellus
shale deposits at the border in Ohio
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and Pennsylvania is absolutely enor-
mous, the largest on our entire con-
tinent. We are seeing whole commu-
nities changed and revitalized because
of this. That was only made possible by
the Department of Energy’s invention
of fracking technology since President
Jimmy Carter first founded the Depart-
ment when he was President of the
United States in the 1970s. Ohio’s nu-
clear industrialized north is being posi-
tioned to grow through fundamental
modernization. That can’t come soon
enough for me. We have got to replace
our b50-year-old nuclear power plants
across this country.

Our objective must be to make Amer-
ica energy independent here at home in
perpetuity. Our military has gone to
war too many times in the last century
to engage in wars in oil-rich places.

How President Trump is going to run
Venezuela remains a mystery. My con-
cern remains how much is this going to
cost the taxpayers of our country. He
has already expended billions, without
the approval of Congress, to decapitate
the corrupt leaders of Venezuela; but
the White House can’t even tell Con-
gress how much has been expended, nor
which accounts their budget director,
Russell Vought, moved money out of to
cover the billions and billions spent on
this Venezuelan operation.

O 2030

What this administration is carrying
out is in clear violation of the appro-
priations authority of Congress. It is
undermining our Constitution under
Article I. That is the beginning of the
Constitution. I recommend every
American go back and look. It puts ev-
eryone in danger when you don’t follow
the law.

Operating dilapidated oil platforms
in Venezuela is really not the Presi-
dent’s job. That is what he says he is
going to do. Now, the President does
have responsibility for America’s secu-
rity, and so does Congress, to assure
our energy independence, but he is
shortchanging many programs across
the Federal establishment that would
make energy independence in per-
petuity a reality.

Our energy portfolio domestically
must be balanced and comprehensive, a
truly all-of-the-above strategy in order
that there be competition not reliance
on dirty crude. That day should be
over. That means continuing progress
on renewable energy systems like mod-
ern nuclear, green hydrogen, fusion,
biofuels, solar, hydroelectric, geo-
thermal, and capturing thermal waste
heat. Though the President does not
like wind power, in some remote and
coastal locations they do make sense.

The administration’s Venezuela ob-
session is going to prove to be, I am sad
to say, very expensive. Whatever hap-
pens will also take time. Forces of sab-
otage may lurk in an impoverished na-
tion of over 30 million people, and its
institutions are run down. Is the
Trump administration assuming the
task of nation building? That could add
billions and even trillions to our debt.
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When I asked Secretary Hegseth how
many billions of dollars the Venezuelan
operation had cost us in the United
States to date, I asked where the unap-
propriated funds had come from. He
rather dismissively blew me off and
stated: From the general accounts. Mr.
Speaker, there is no such thing. I asked
that he identify the specific accounts
at the Department of Defense from
which he diverted funds to pay for this
operation. He did not reply.

For example, I have been told mili-
tary housing has been shorted to spend
billions on military action. Secretary
Hegseth then had a second thought. He
said: Call my office. I asked him di-
rectly with whom in his office should I
speak, and he replied: Anyone. Mr.
Speaker, I am from the working class
town of Toledo, Ohio. We understand a
dodge when we hear one. I then reasked
the question yesterday in a bipartisan
convening here in the Congress: From
which accounts, Mr. Secretary, were
funds diverted to pay for the billions of
dollars being expended in the Gulf and
Atlantic theater. Again, he dodged and
refused to answer.

The Secretary of State calls this
Venezuelan deployment ‘‘a law enforce-
ment action.” I have never seen—and
please anyone listening to this, if you
have seen a law enforcement action
that has cost multiple billions of dol-
lars, please let me know. Call my of-
fice.

The briefings we received before
Christmas were hollow, and as we know
now, totally misleading. The bipartisan
briefing yesterday described the oper-
ation but not the costs.

Again I ask: Name the accounts ex-
actly from which billions of dollars
have been diverted to pay all the ex-
penses of this major continuing mili-
tary operation? Is the administration
going to hire mercenaries in the next
several months? If so, exactly from
which accounts and which companies?

I would prefer any funds be rebated
to our American people for the rapidly
rising costs of energy because of the
emergence of AI and data centers. The
operation executed by our military
that the administration has just per-
petrated is not a law enforcement ac-
tion by any stretch of reasonable con-
sideration. It is an act of war and occu-
pation.

Are funds being taken from our nu-
clear Navy shipbuilding program which
is already 2 years behind schedule? Are
funds being subtracted from cybersecu-
rity accounts that are so essential to
national security and our future? What
about military housing, which I men-
tioned for servicemembers and their
families all across this country and
world, or how about the healthcare of
those who have served in theater?

I can guarantee this: There aren’t
enough people at the Veterans Admin-
istration to answer the phones when
our vets call in and ask for appoint-
ments because they are being shorted
on doctors and nurses. The thousands
of people they need to hire that Elon

January 8, 2026

Musk erased from Federal employ-
ment, that is un-American.

The American people have an abso-
lute right to know account by account
how much this U.S.-Venezuela military
oil operation has cost over the last sev-
eral months. Rebuilding Venezuela is
not the top priority for the people of
the district I represent in northwestern
Ohio.

While we observe billions being spent
in Latin America for oil, the Trump ad-
ministration has just canceled millions
of dollars to Ohio manufacturers who
were hoping to make their operations
more energy efficient to compete with
China and other countries around the
world who compete so unfairly.

Those projects to manufacturing
companies in Ohio have been halted by
the administration over the course of
the last year and then just again before
the holidays. The U.S. Department of
Commerce, for example, canceled all
Federal assistance for manufacturing
extension long relied upon in Ohio and
across our country, especially in manu-
facturing areas that were depleted
after the passage of NAFTA to help
spur business extensions for small- and
medium-sized manufacturers.

When we get the tax refunds from oil
that is going to be spent in Venezuela,
let’s help some of these companies that
need to build the future for our com-
munities.

The question must be asked: Why
does the administration expend billions
for capturing dirty, defunct crude re-
fineries in a foreign country, rather
than investing in the future of Amer-
ican companies right here at home?

The American people deserve an an-
swer. This is not a small amount of
money. They deserve transparency by
the Trump administration.

I lived through the first Arab oil em-
bargo of this country as our people en-
dured the great harm it caused. Our
Nation should not be funding recovery
of defunct, dirty crude oil companies in
foreign nations, rather, investment is
needed here not just in our north-
western Ohio district but nationwide to
modernize and advance modern energy
systems.

Our grid needs modernization across
our Nation. Why? The poor condition of
the existing grid and the recent dou-
bling of electric bills across our region
due to a surge of data centers con-
sumes massive amounts of power. Our
grid is old. All over the country we
must focus on building new energy sys-
tems at the cutting edge of American
technology. Dirty Venezuelan crude is
not the answer. We can’t live in the
past.

America needs investment in new, di-
versified energy platforms, in green hy-
drogen, in modern nuclear. I know our
young people will do this. I just know
they are going to grow into this, in
natural gas applications and advanced
biofuels, more powerful thin film en-
ergy arrays, including solar, thermal
heat recovery, fusion, advanced bat-
teries. Our region has oil refineries
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whose platforms have been made clean-
er. They need help in dealing with RINs
inside our own Nation. Why not help
them?

Nuclear power plants in our region of
Ohio are over a half century old. We
don’t need old nuclear, we need mod-
ern, safer nuclear. We need the Presi-
dent’s help to modernize Ohio’s Nu-
clear North with a new grid. Our indus-
trial corridor produces heavy truck and
car platforms, steel, strategic metals,
cryogenic hydrogen, biofuels, renew-
able fuels, natural gas, advanced solar,
and nuclear power. I would like the
President to take as much money as he
just spent in the Gulf on this Ven-
ezuelan operation and modernize the
electric grid across the Great Lakes re-
gion that I represent. There is enough
money in that to cover other areas of
the country.

America should be excelling in new
grid replacement and creating jobs, but
guess what, Mr. Speaker, we are very,
very far behind.

The people of my region work in
manufacturing. They work in steel.
They work in strategic materials. We
prefer not to import steel here. We
make it. We build cars. We prefer not
to import. We build tanks. We can’t
import our defense industry base. We
must build it. That is what we do. Our
region operates among the top 10 finest
National Guard F-16 Fighter Wings in
this whole Nation. Mr. Speaker, 20
years ago our, pilots flew the first bio-
fueled F-16 aircraft out of a major base
in our country.

O 2040

We grow crops for biofuels right
where we live, and those fuels went
into those planes. We don’t import it.

Our military is looking for more re-
newable fuels. The American people
and our military need domestic energy
investment in our country, not Ven-
ezuela. We mneed jobs here, not in
penny-wage havens.

It is clear that the President de-
ployed the U.S. Navy to the Gulf and
the Atlantic to take over Venezuela’s
o0il industry. Both China and Vladimir
Putin’s close relations with Venezuela
have been a regional concern, but we
don’t need to take over old, broken-
down former platforms for oil to block
Putin. We just place further financial
sanctions on Russia, which could hap-
pen in this House Chamber with two
more Members signing discharge peti-
tion No. 8 at the Clerk’s desk in this
Chamber. We need only two more sig-
natures to get it across the finish line
to put more sanctions on Russia. That
would make a big difference.

President John F. Kennedy, a Navy
man and the only President ever
awarded the Purple Heart, understood
exactly what to do when faced with the
Cuban Missile Crisis perpetrated by
Communist Russia one-half century
ago. He blockaded the region.

This country has the strongest de-
fense ever known to humankind. We
can protect ourselves if we are smart
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enough to do it, but we can’t do it
without investments in this country to
make our companies stronger.

The President of the United States
should not seek to run foreign coun-
tries’ oil companies.

What is morally troubling is that the
President sought $1 billion in campaign
donations from major oil and gas inter-
ests. He should reflect on our Nation
learning a hard, painful lesson from
our decades-long presence in long con-
flicts that dragged on. Tutoring other
governments to make them work is a
deep, dangerous, and expensive hole
that is being dug by this administra-
tion. The American people don’t want
to go down this path anymore.

Our primary job must be to defend
our country against all enemies, for-
eign and domestic. That means being
strong inside our own borders. It means
abiding by the rule of law and our Con-
stitution. We had best focus on the fu-
ture right here in the USA, abide by
our country and the rule of law, and
strengthen our ties with other proven
democracies of the world. That alliance
is our insurance in war. America must
not be sucked down into unstable situ-
ations.

The lingering challenge of our own
future energy security here at home is
real. The solution demands the bril-
liance of invention inside our own bor-
ders, and we must never tie our future
to imports or foreign crude.

The good news is that our citizens
and inventors have been busy inventing
our new energy future inside our bor-
ders right here at home.

Mr. President, if your staff allows
you to watch this speech, I personally
invite you to join me with members of
our American energy team. We will
show you the new energy future that is
developing right here inside our own
Nation. They have you captured down
there in Mar-a-Lago. There is a lot big-
ger country to see.

Our nuclear Navy is the best in the
world. Their work matters. They are
behind. We need your help. We are on
the horizon of advanced nuclear. We
need your help.

Our farmers, too, have figured out
how to grow a range of biofuels. One-
half of their crop now goes into fuel.
Come. Meet them. Your tariffs limit
their global reach, even as their role in
new energy fuels is huge.

Our water and wastewater utilities
are beginning to capture vast amounts
of geo-power in a way prior generations
have never even imagined possible.
Building materials inventors are cre-
ating more energy-efficient windows,
better siding and materials for con-
struction, better roofing, and better
batteries. So many power options like
green hydrogen await on the horizon.

Why would any wise leader handcuff
their nation to imported and dirty for-
eign crude dependency?

I have devoted a major share of my
career to helping America regain its
energy independence in perpetuity
across all sectors of energy. That keeps
it competitive.
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Our domestic deposits of oil and nat-
ural gas must be used judiciously. We
are now the largest exporter of oil in
the world. We will not be the last gen-
eration, however, to populate this
country, and we cannot live in the
past. We must live in the future.

In the last century, and even this
one, America often headed to war for
oil interests. Our soldiers fought
unending battles in godforsaken places
anchored to dirty crude. We even had
to pass legislation here in Congress
that began in my district to create the
toxic exposure fund, the Sergeant First
Class Heath Robinson Honoring our
Promise to Address Comprehensive
Toxics Act, to allow treatment for the
toxins our vets who fought in the Mid-
dle East and Vietnam endured as their
health failed. No member of our mili-
tary should ever die for dirty crude.

Folks, what a pity it would be if the
Trump Presidency went down in his-
tory as taking American progress
backward on energy independence.
That hangs in the balance.

Just in my lifetime, here is a sum-
mary of U.S. military personnel who
died in foreign conflicts where crude
o0il interests underpinned the surface
warfare. I say no more.

World War II, in the 1940s, during
World War II, our Uncle Tony was de-
ployed by the Office of Strategic Serv-
ices, or OSS, to the China-Burma-India
theater. He served as an Army para-
chutist and truck driver—he was so
brave—under command of General Vin-
egar Joe Stilwell. Fighting off Japa-
nese regulars in bitter combat, our
uncle was part of an elite unit building
the Burma Road. His dangerous mis-
sion helped stop the flow of oil to
Japan from the surrounding oil-rich
East Asian deep-sea crude oil deposits.
Again, control of oil was central to
warfare. Today, the former Burma
Road that he helped build is a major
corridor for China’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative. Pay attention, folks, to oil.

In the Korean war, 1950 to 1953, we
lost 36,000 U.S. troops, 36,000 U.S. war
dead. It was the second most deadly
war of the Cold War, which was
undeclared by a gutless Congress in-
volved in the North Korean People’s
Army that invaded South Korea in an
attack along the 38th parallel, the di-
viding line between Communist North
Korea and the Democratic Republic of
South Korea. Again, the war occurred
along the Korean Peninsula, which still
remains divided but which accesses oil
from multiple fields along the eastern
rims of both nations. Today, South
Korea does not produce oil, but it has
the fifth largest refining capacity in
the world after the U.S., China, Russia,
and India.

In Vietnam, over 58,280 conscripted
U.S. troops died near the Chinese bor-
der in an undeclared war by another
gutless Congress. More than 60,000
more Vietnam veterans died when they
returned home by their own hand.

Mr. Speaker, they were and are America’s
patriots, drafted and sent to that horrible war
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by Democratic President Lyndon Johnson
from the oil rich State of Texas. Thousands of
conscripted U.S. soldiers were unloaded off
ships to fight in that undeclared conflict. Many
deboarded vessels, as they viewed and re-
ported huge oil derricks operating in the South
China Sea ringing the coasts of Vietnam, and
adjacent countries. Many came home from
that confusing deployment wondering what
they had fought for and against. Records indi-
cate oil drilling in the South China waters con-
tinues until today. Oil and gas companies in
Vietnam made huge profits in 2025.

Kuwait Gulf War—1991—147 U.S. War
Dead:

About a decade later came the Gulf War.
U.S. troops were deployed to save the Royal
Kingdom’s dirty crude oil for the monarchy of
Kuwait. Republican President George Herbert
Walker Bush of Texas was buddies with the
Saudi Family and its lobbyists and the Kuwaiti
and Saudi royalty. Together they mobilized the
U.S. military and other nations to push neigh-
boring Iragi despot Saddam Hussein back into
Kuwait's border. Hussein’s objective was to
steal from Kuwait’s crude oil fields which ex-
tended across the adjoining borders of Kuwait
and Irag. The Coalition of the Willing Forces
rolled back Saddam’s forces inside his own
borders. When | landed in Kuwait during the
Iraqg War that came two decades later, | en-
tered the headquarters complex of the U.S.
military command. It was huge. It looked like
a massive Mission Control for a U.S. space
launch. Video screens, hundreds of employ-
ees, and a full color, smiling portrait of former
President and oil man George Bush Senior—
probably 5 feet by 6 feet plastered on the wall
of the secure entryway. So, another U.S.
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President also from Texas supported another
crude, dirty oil kingdom war in the complex
Middle East political array of undemocratic
states.

2001—Iraq War—U.S. War dead—3,481:

Saudi religious dissidents snuck into the
U.S. under the tutelage of Saudi religious
zealot Osama bin Laden—they highjacked
four airplanes and flew those planes into New
York City’s tallest buildings—the World Trade
Towers—the first foreign attack on U.S. soil in
American history. Another plane hit the Pen-
tagon and a fourth headed for Washington,
DC crashed near Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

In New York City, the demise of the World
Trade Center occurred with the first plane
crashing into its North tower above the 80th
floor. That impact brought down the Cantor
Fitzgerald trading company whose President is
Howard Lutnick (who today serves as the U.S.
Secretary of Commerce). That firm handled
Wall Street's major oil trader called e-bond’s
from the Middle East through its New York
World Trade Center offices by denominating
them in dollars. It also ran a London Office.
Had the London office not existed on 9-11, it
is likely the U.S. financial bond markets would
have collapsed that day. Chaos would have
reigned across our entire financial markets.

By way of history, Ronald Reagan who had
served as President from 1981 through
1989—importantly with oil man George Bush
Senior of Texas as his Vice President—had
negotiated an agreement during his Presi-
dency with the Saudis to dollar denominate all
its oil revenue trades, bringing enormous fi-
nancial benefit to the U.S. financial markets.
Moreover, it is important to follow the foot-
steps of Richard “Dick” Cheney, then Sec-
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retary of Defense, and late Vice President dur-
ing the George Bush Il Presidency from 2001
to 2009. When he left his position as U.S.
Secretary of Defense for George Bush I, he
worked for Haliburton company whose pur-
pose is earning money off drilling, and refining
dirty crude oil from everywhere in the world.
Oil is not liberty. But its presence has im-
pacted liberty throughout modern history.
Osama bin Laden was intelligent. He under-
stood the finances of Middle East oil interests.
| believe he knew exactly how Cantor Fitz-
gerald and U.S. bond markets were directly
tied to the Middle East kingdoms’ stability, and
U.S. markets.

History demonstrates our nation has re-
warded tens of thousands of American lives
for dirty crude oil interests. We should not be
sending our sons and daughters to die in Ven-
ezuelan jungles so oil companies can squeeze
wealth out of that sovereign nation to pad their
profit margins, and fill the pockets and bank
accounts of the influential president’s billion-
aire buddies, or presidents and financial inter-
ests whose top priority is not the American
people, nor liberty.

To remain strong and energy independent in
perpetuity, the United States of America must
continue its steady progress in building com-
petitive modern energy systems forward here
in our homeland. May God bless America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

NOTICE

Incomplete record of House proceedings except for concluding business that follows.
The Explanatory Statement regarding H.R. 6938 will be continued in Book II.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 47 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, January 9, 2026, at 9
a.m.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2603. A letter from the Senior Counsel,
Legal Division, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s final
rule — Home Mortgage Disclosure (Regula-
tion C) Adjustment to Asset-Size Exemption
Threshold [Billing Code: 4810-AM-P] received
January 6, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

EC-2604. A letter from the Senior Counsel,
Legal Division, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s final
rule — Truth in Lending Act (Regulation Z)
Adjustment to Asset-Size Exemption Thresh-
old [Billing Code: 4810-AM-P] received Janu-
ary 6, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);

Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

EC-2605. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s
final rule — Allocation of Assets in Single-
Employer Plans; Valuation of Benefits and
Assets; Expected Retirement Age; Missing
Participants Mortality Assumption, received
January 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education
and Workforce.

EC-2606. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Office of Economic and
Analytics/Wireless Telecommunications Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Auction of Advanced Wireless Services
(AWS-3) Licenses Notice and Filing Require-
ments, Minimum Opening Bids, Upfront Pay-
ments, and Other Procedures for Auction 113,
Bidding Scheduled to Begin June 2, 2026 [AU
Docket No.: 25-117] received January 7, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-2607. A letter from the Acting Chief, Of-
fice of Engineering and Technology, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule — Delete, De-
lete, Delete [ET Docket No.: 25-133] received
January 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110

Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-2608. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Air Plan Approval; Ohio; 2015 Ozone Mod-
erate Reasonably Available Control Tech-
nology [EPA-R05-OAR-2022-0352; EPA-RO05-
0AR-2023-0093; FRL-9995-02-R5] received Jan-
uary b5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-2609. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Extension of the State Implementation
Plan Due Date for the Regional Haze Third
Implementation Period [EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-
0262; FRL-12160-02-OAR] (RIN: 2060-AW41) re-
ceived January 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-2610. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Air Plan Approval; Michigan and Min-
nesota; Revision to Taconite Federal Imple-
mentation Plan [EPA-R05-OAR-2024-0215;
FRL-12351-02-R5] received January b5, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
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104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-2611. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Air Plan Revision; California; Placer
County Air Pollution Control District; New
Source Review [EPA-R09-OAR-2024-0620;
FRL-12530-03-R9] received January b5, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-2612. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Air Plan Approval; California; San Joa-
quin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control
District [EPA-R09-OAR-2025-0300; FRI1.-12832-
02-R9] received January 5, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-2613. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Utah; Northern Wasatch Front; 2015 8-
Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area Boundary
Expansion and Applicability of Certain Clean
Air Act Requirements [EPA-R08-OAR-2025-
0001; FRI-12971-02-R8] received January 5,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-2614. A letter from the Acting Branch
Supervisor, Regulatory Management Branch,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Air Plan Approval; Michigan; Infrastruc-
ture SIP Requirements for the 2015 Ozone
NAAQS; Michigan State Board Require-
ments; Withdrawal of Direct Final Rule
[EPA-R05-OAR-2019-0215; FRL-13010-03-R5] re-
ceived January 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-2615. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Public Safety and Home-
land Security Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Wireless Emergency
Alerts [PS Docket No.: 15-91] Amendments to
Part 11 of the Commission’s Rules Regarding
the Emergency Alert System [PS Docket
No.: 15-94] received January 5, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-2616. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Wireline Competition Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Numbering Policies for Modern Communica-
tions [WC Docket No.: 13-97] Telephone Num-
ber Requirements for IP-Enabled Service
Providers [WC Docket No.: 07-243] Implemen-
tation of TRACED Act Section 6(a) ——
Knowledge of Customers by Entities with
Access to Numbering Resources [WC Docket
No.: 20-67] received January 5, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-2617. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — International Traffic in
Arms Regulations: Exemption for Defense
Trade and Cooperation Among Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the United States
[Public Notice: 12799] (RIN: 1400-AF84) re-
ceived January 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 178. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out activities
to suppress wildfires, and for other purposes,
with an amendment (Rept. 119-429, Pt. 1). Or-
dered to be printed.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 179. A bill to direct the Sec-
retary concerned to coordinate with im-
pacted parties when conducting a forest
management activity, and for other pur-
poses, with an amendment (Rept. 119-430, Pt.
1). Ordered to be printed.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 2250. A bill to reauthorize
the National Landslide Preparedness Act,
and for other purposes, with an amendment
(Rept. 119431, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 435. A bill to amend title 5,
United States Code, to provide direct hire
authority to appoint individuals to Federal
wildland firefighting and firefighting support
positions in the Forest Service or the De-
partment of the Interior, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 119-432, Pt. 1). Ordered to be
printed.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 1110. A bill to require the
Secretary of Agriculture to develop and im-
plement a strategy to increase opportunities
to utilize livestock grazing as a means of
wildfire risk reduction, with amendments
(Rept. 119433, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 2405. A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of
the Interior to carry out activities to pro-
vide for white oak restoration, and for other
purposes, with an amendment (Rept. 119-434,
Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 839. A bill to prohibit the
implementation of a Land Protection Plan
for Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge, with
an amendment (Rept. 119-435). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. ARRINGTON:

H.R. 6974. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security to permit additional accred-
iting organizations to approve specialized
MA plans for special needs individuals; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. WIED, and Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania):

H.R. 6975. A bill to subject aliens convicted
of fraud to deportation and to bestow con-
current jurisdiction to revoke the citizenship
of any naturalized United States citizen con-
victed of fraud on any court that enters such
a conviction; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. CISNEROS (for himself, Mr.
BERGMAN, Mr. LIEU, and Mr. GRAVES):
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H.R. 6976. A Dbill to amend laws relating to
duty performed by members of the reserve
components of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services, and in addition to the Committees
on Transportation and Infrastructure, Over-
sight and Government Reform, Agriculture,
Small Business, Financial Services, the Ju-
diciary, Education and Workforce, Veterans’
Affairs, Ways and Means, Homeland Secu-
rity, and House Administration, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. DEXTER (for herself and Mr.
LAWLER):

H.R. 6977. A bill to provide for the periodic
issuance of up-to-date clinical guidance on
addressing the health effects of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 6978. A bill to direct the Director of
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
to conduct a review of certain approved im-
migration benefit requests, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER (for himself and
Mr. LAWLER):

H.R. 6979. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for youth sports,
to establish a grant program for recreational
youth sports, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Education and
Workforce, and Energy and Commerce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI (for him-
self and Mr. CASTRO of Texas):

H.R. 6980. A bill to prohibit the availability
of Federal funds for certain United States as-
sertions with respect to Venezuela, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on
Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. LEE of Nevada (for herself, Mr.
CISCOMANI, Mr. TONKO, and Mr.
LAWLER):

H.R. 6981. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to further develop and support the
adoption of a voluntary streamlined permit-
ting and inspection process for authorities
having jurisdiction over the permitting of
qualifying distributed energy systems, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Ms. MACE (for herself and Mr.
FINE):

H.R. 6982. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
provide for reporting requirements for cer-
tain grantees for grants to combat violence
against women; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. CASAR):

H.R. 6983. A bill to require data centers to
generate electricity, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. CASAR):

H.R. 6984. A bill to require reports on the
effects of data centers on air quality and
water quality, and on electricity consump-
tion by data centers; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. MILLER of Ohio (for himself
and Mr. HORSFORD):
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H.R. 6985. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reinstate the rules for
wagering losses; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin (for her-
self, Ms. CHU, Ms. BALINT, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Mr. POCAN, Ms. NORTON,
and Mr. ScoOTT of Virginia):

H.R. 6986. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to exclude from income,
for the purpose of determining eligibility
and benefits, increased income received from
cost of living adjustments made under titles
II and XVI of the Social Security Act, sec-
tion 3(a)(1) of the Railroad Retirement Act of
1974 (45 U.S.C. 231b(a)(1)), or section 5312 of
title 38 of the United States Code, and in-
come received from supplementary payments
received under section 1616 of the Social Se-
curity Act; to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

By Mr. NEHLS (for himself, Mr. MOORE
of Alabama, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
GROTHMAN, Mr. Roy, Mr. GOSAR, Mr.
HARRIS of North Carolina, Mr. HUNT,
Mr. JACKSON of Texas, and Mr. GILL
of Texas):

H.R. 6987. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to clarify the definition
of ‘“public charge’” and ‘‘likely at any time
to become a public charge,” to establish re-
quirements for affidavits of support and pub-
lic charge bonds, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 6988. A bill to require a strategy for
the expanded use of Trade Transparency
Units; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. STANSBURY (for herself and
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin):

H.R. 6989. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to require the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to carry out
activities to establish, expand, and sustain a
public health nursing workforce, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Ms. STEVENS (for herself, Mrs.
DINGELL, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. TLAIB,
Mr. LAWLER, Ms. SCHOLTEN, and Mrs.
KI1GGANS of Virginia):

H.R. 6990. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to issue a final rule adding as a class
all perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances with at least one fully fluorinated
carbon atom to the list of hazardous air pol-
lutants under section 112(b) of the Clean Air
Act (42 U.S.C. T7412(b)), and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. VAN DUYNE:

H.R. 6991. A bill to impose additional du-
ties on goods imported into the United

States; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.
By Mr. RUIZ:

H.J. Res. 138. A joint resolution expressing
support for the designation of the second
Saturday of January as ‘‘National Desert
Day’’; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for
herself, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
JEFFRIES, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. LIEU, Mr.
AMO, Ms. ANSARI, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS,
Ms. BALINT, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mrs.
BEATTY, Mr. BELL, Mr. BERA, Mr.

BEYER, Mr. BISHOP, Ms. BONAMICI,
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
BROWN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms.

BUDZINSKI, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
CASE, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CHU, Mr.
CISNEROS, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. COHEN,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. CORREA, Mr.
CosTA, Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. CRAIG, Ms.
CROCKETT, Mr. CROW, Ms. DAVIDS of
Kansas, Mr. DAvVIS of Illinois, Ms.
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms. DEGETTE,
Ms. DELAURO, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
DELUZIO, Ms. DEXTER, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. ELFRETH, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS
of Pennsylvania, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. FIGURES,
Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. FOSTER, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. LoIs FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Ms. FRIEDMAN, Mr. FROST, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. GARCIA of California,
Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. GARCIA of
Illinois, Ms. GILLEN, Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms.
GOODLANDER, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
GREEN of Texas, Mrs. GRIJALVA, Mrs.
HAYES, Mr. HIMES, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
HORSFORD, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr.
HOYER, Mr. IVEY, Mr. JACKSON of I11i-
nois, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr.
KEATING, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
KENNEDY of New York, Mr. KHANNA,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LANDSMAN,
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Ms. LEE of Ne-
vada, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LYNCH, Mr.
MAGAZINER, Ms.  MATSUI, Mrs.
MCBATH, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mrs. MCCLAIN
DELANEY, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Ms. MCDONALD RIVET,
Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mrs.
MCIVER, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Ms. MENG, Mr. MIN, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Mr. MORELLE, Ms. MORRI-
SON, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. MOULTON,
Mr. MRVAN, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. NEAL, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr.
OLSZEWSKI, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. PELOSI,
Mr. PETERS, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. POCAN, Ms.
Pou, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. RANDALL, Mr.
RASKIN, Ms. RIVAS, Ms. Ross, Ms. SA-
LINAS, Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. ScoTT of Vir-
ginia, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms.
SIMON, Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. S0oTO, Ms.
STANSBURY, Mr. STANTON, Ms. STE-
VENS, Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. SUOZZI,
Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. TAKANO, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. THOMPSON of California,
Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. TONKO,
Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. TRAN, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. VINDMAN, Mr.
WALKINSHAW, Ms. WATERS, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. WHITESIDES, Ms.
WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. RUIZ, Mr. RYAN, Mr. TORRES of
New York, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ
of Texas, Mr. GRAY, Mr. HERNANDEZ,
Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. LATIMER, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. MFUME, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms.
TI1TUS, Mrs. TORRES of California, Ms.
UNDERWOOD, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr.
PAPPAS, Mr. RILEY of New York, Mr.
LICCARDO, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr. CLY-
BURN):

H. Con. Res. 69. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 15th Anniversary of the January
8, 2011, Tucson, Arizona, shooting and hon-
oring the survivors, victims, and former Con-
gresswoman Gabby Giffords, a gun violence
survivor, and one of the Nation’s most influ-
ential voices of courage in the fight to end
gun violence; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.
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By Mr. MORELLE:

H. Res. 982. A resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 6039) to advance
commonsense priorities; to the Committee
on Rules.

By Mrs. WAGNER (for herself and Mr.
LIEVU):

H. Res. 983. A resolution recognizing the
30th anniversary of the first flight of the F/
A-18 E1 Super Hornet from Lambert Field in
St. Louis, Missouri, and the 30 years of serv-
ice of the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet to the
United States Navy and to allies of the
United States; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolutions.

By Mr. ARRINGTON:

H.R. 6974.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia:

H.R. 6975.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. CISNEROS:

H.R. 6976.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. DEXTER:

H.R. 6977.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 6978.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER:

H.R. 6979.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI:

H.R. 6980.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

By Ms. LEE of Nevada:

H.R. 6981.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises’” in order
to ‘“‘provide for the . . . general Welfare of
the United States.”

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 6982.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

H.R. 6983.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Clause 8

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

H.R. 6984.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Clause 8
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By Mr. MILLER of Ohio:

H.R. 6985.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation persuant to Article I, Section 8,
Clause 1.

By Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin:

H.R. 6986.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. NEHLS:

H.R. 6987.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: U.S. Con-
stitution Article I, Section 8, Clause 18.

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 6988.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Ms. STANSBURY:

H.R. 6989.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. STEVENS:

H.R. 6990.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 18 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Ms. VAN DUYNE:

H.R. 6991.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. 1 Sec. 8

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.J. Res. 138.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, to provide for
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 18: Mrs. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 262: Mr. BERGMAN.

H.R. 491: Mrs. TRAHAN.

H.R. 500: Mr. THOMPSON of California.
H.R. 507: Ms. MALOY.

H.R. 722: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 743: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 759: Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 923: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 926: . THANEDAR.

H.R. 1065: . WALKINSHAW.

H.R. 1076: . FIGURES.

H.R. 1254: . THOMPSON of California.
H.R. 1330: Mr. DOGGETT and Ms. SANCHEZ.
H.R. 1421: . VAN DREW.

H.R. 1465: Mr. MESSMER.

H.R. 1494: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.
H.R. 1551: Ms. FEDORCHAK.

H.R. 1564: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE.

H.R. 1616: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 1659: Mr. BRESNAHAN.

H.R. 1661: Ms. DELAURO.

. 1988: Ms. TOKUDA.

. 1992: Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 2120: Mr. CRENSHAW and Mr. BILI-
RAKIS.
H.R. 2231: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.

.R. 2368: Ms. SIMON, Mr. MANNION, and Ms.
MORRISON.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

H.R. 2477: Mr. FEENSTRA.
H.R. 2487: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE and Ms.
MATSUL.
H.R. 2668:
H.R. 2680:
HAYES.
H.R. 2711:
H.R. 2741:
H.R. 2818:
H.R. 2837:
H.R. 2853:
H.R. 2859:
H.R. 2948:
H.R. 3115:
H.R. 3220:
H.R. 3277:
H.R. 3436:
H.R. 3497:
H.R. 35632:
H.R. 3543:
H.R. 3562:
H.R. 3569:
DOVE.
H.R. 3656:
H.R. 3694:
H.R. 3723:
H.R. 3757:
Illinois.
H.R. 3810:
H.R. 3821:
H.R. 3988:
H.R. 4206:
H.R. 4299:
H.R. 4304:
H.R. 4307:
H.R. 4317:
H.R. 4456:
H.R. 4487:

Ms. JOHNSON OF TEXAS.
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Mrs.

Ms. TITUS.

Mr. LAWLER.

Mrs. HAYES.

Mr. BELL.

Mr. RILEY of New York.

Mrs. HAYES.

Ms. SIMON and Ms. PLASKETT.
Mrs. GRIJALVA.

Mr. NUNN of Towa.

Ms. STEVENS and Mrs. MCBATH.
Mr. LAWLER.

Mr. LAWLER.

Ms. RANDALL.

Mrs. HAYES.

Ms. TENNEY and Ms. CROCKETT.
Ms. MATSUI and Ms. KAMLAGER-

Ms. BONAMICI.

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia.

Mr. SESSIONS.

Ms. BoNaAMICI and Mr. GARCIA of

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.

GOODEN.
THANEDAR.
MIN.
GARCIA of Texas.
KELLY of Pennsylvania.
COLE.
Mr. MOYLAN.
Mr. VAN DREW.
Mrs. FOUSHEE.
Mrs. HAYES.
H.R. 4516: Mr. BELL.
H.R. 4606: Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. DELAURO, and
Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.
H.R. 4662: Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 4669: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
H.R. 4710: Mr. LAWLER.
H.R. 4755: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Mr.
LAWLER.
H.R. 4979:
H.R. 4980:
H.R. 4981:
H.R. 5031:
H.R. 5122:

Mr. MANNION.

Mr. MANNION.

Mr. MANNION.

Mr. FEENSTRA and Mr. MCGUIRE.
Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5162: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5221: Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 5282: Mr. MANNION, Mr. LAWLER, and
Ms. KAPTUR.

H.R. 5366: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 5412: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5434: Mr. GARcCIA of Illinois and Ms.
RIVAS.

H.R. 5438: Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr.
BARR, Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, and Mr. BURCHETT.

H.R. 5461: Mr. OWENS.

H.R. 5490: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE.

H.R. 5514: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5575: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5653: Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. MOULTON, Ms.
NORTON, Ms. ELFRETH, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr.
LIEU, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. CASTEN, and
Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 5867: Mr. CARSON and Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN.

H.R. 5945: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 5960: Mr. CASE and Mr. BACON.

H.R. 5967: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 5973: Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms. DEAN of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. GARcia of Illinois, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Ms. MCCLELLAN, and Ms. PINGREE.

H.R. 6053: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 6123: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 6164: Mr. TRAN, Mr. LEVIN, and Mr.
BERA.

H.R. 6179: Mr. OLSZEWSKI.

H.R. 6255: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Ms.
STEVENS.

H.R. 6275: Mr. TRAN.

H.R. 6349: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 6356: Mr. MFUME and Mrs. HAYES.
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H.R. 6359: Mr. MCGUIRE.

H.R. 6385: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 6391: Mr. CISNEROS, Mr. CASE, and Ms.
HOYLE of Oregon.
. 6426: Mr. FITZPATRICK.
. 6440: Mr. MCGOVERN.
. 6448: Mr. BACON and Mr. BEGICH.
. 6454: Mr. FITZPATRICK.
. 6520: Mr. ALFORD.

H.R. 6528: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 6529: Mrs. HAYES and Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN.
. 6532:
. 6574:
. 6582:
. 6601:
. 6621:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.

FITZPATRICK.
DAVID ScoTT of Georgia.
MCGUIRE.
NORTON.
TOKUDA.
. 6624: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
H.R. 6660: Ms. WATERS.
H.R. 6722: Mr. DAvIs of Illinois and Ms.
SANCHEZ.
H.R. 6731: Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. NORCROSS,
and Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 6766: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. COSTA.
H.R. 6769: Mrs. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 6789: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York.
H.R. 6810: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 6839: Mr. BISHOP and Ms. RANDALL.
H.R. 6840: Mr. LATIMER.

H.R. 6857: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 6875: Mr. DAVIDSON and Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 6876: Mr. ROSE.

H.R. 6881: Mr. BABIN and Mr. CARTER of
Georgia.

H.R. 6887: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 6890: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 6900: Mr. CoSTA, Ms. ADAMS, and Mr.
RILEY of New York.

H.R. 6972: Mr. MCGUIRE.

H. Con. Res. 68: Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr.
RYAN, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. GOODLANDER, Mr. CROW, Mr.
MEEKS, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. HIMES,
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. OMAR, Ms.
ANSARI, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. POCAN, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
MIN, Ms. BALINT, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CONAWAY,
Ms. JACOBS, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. AMO, Ms.
MCCLELLAN, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr.
TONKO, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr. Fos-
TER, Mr. DOGGETT, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr.
CISNEROS, Mr. BELL, Mrs. TRAHAN, Ms.
SIMON, Ms. DEXTER, Mr. VINDMAN, Mr. IVEY,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. CORREA, Mr. WALKINSHAW,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. RANDALL,
and Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H. Res. 116: Ms. TOKUDA.

H. Res. 168: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
SoTo, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Ms. SALINAS, and Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia.

Res. 578: Ms. CLARKE of New York.

Res. 929: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York.
Res. 934: Mr. MAST and Mr. BUCHANAN.
Res. 956: Mr. MOSKOWITZ and Mr. BELL.
Res. 967: Mr. SELF.

Res. 973: Mr. PALLONE.

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows:

H.R. 6646: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas.





