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leading expert on the South China Sea disputes and conducts research on U.S. alliances and
partnerships, democratization and governance in Southeast Asia, and maritime security across the
Indo-Pacific. He is the author of the recently published On Dangerous Ground: America’s Century
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in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, the Wall Street Journal, and the Naval War College Review,
among others. Mr. Poling received an MA in international affairs from American University and
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