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Public Law 119-62
119th Congress
An Act

To provide for the standardization, consolidation, and publication of data relating Dec. 26. 2025
to public outdoor recreational use of Federal waterways among Federal land _ec. 2b, AVAo
and water management agencies, and for other purposes. [H.R. 187]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled, Modernizing
Access to our
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. Public Waters

This Act may be cited as the “Modernizing Access to our Public ‘fgﬁ%éﬂ?g’h

Waters Act of 2025” or the “MAPWaters Act of 2025”. note.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 16 USC 6871.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTION.—The term “Federal
fishing restriction” means a defined area in which all or certain
fishing activities are temporarily or permanently prohibited
or restricted by a Federal land or water management agency.

(2) FEDERAL LAND OR WATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—The
term “Federal land or water management agency” means—

(A) the Bureau of Reclamation;

(B) the National Park Service;

(C) the Bureau of Land Management;

(D) the United States Fish and Wildlife Service; and
(E) the Forest Service.

(3) FEDERAL WATERWAY.—The term “Federal waterway”
means waters managed by 1 or more of the relevant Secretaries.

(4) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTION.—The term “Federal
waterway restriction” means a restriction on the access or
use of a Federal waterway applied under applicable law by
1 or more of the Secretaries.

(5) SECRETARIES.—The term “Secretaries” means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the

Chief of the Forest Service; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) STATE.—The term “State” means each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, and each territory of the
United States.

SEC. 3. INTERAGENCY DATA STANDARDIZATION. Deadline.

Not later than 30 months after the date of enactment of this 16 USC 6872.
Act, the Secretaries, in coordination with the Federal Geographic
Data Committee established by section 753(a) of the FAA Reauthor-
ization Act of 2018 (43 U.S.C. 2802(a)), shall jointly develop and
adopt interagency standards to ensure compatibility and interoper-
ability among applicable Federal databases with respect to the
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collection and dissemination of geospatial data relating to public
outdoor recreational access of Federal waterways and Federal
fishing restrictions.

SEC. 4. DATA CONSOLIDATION AND PUBLICATION.

(a) FEDERAL WATERWAY RESTRICTIONS.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, each of the Secretaries,
to the maximum extent practicable, shall digitize and make publicly
available online, as applicable, geographic information system data
that includes, with respect to Federal waterway restrictions—

(1) status information with respect to the conditions under
which Federal waterways are open or closed to entry or
watercraft, including watercraft inspection, decontamination
requirements, low-elevation aircraft, or diving;

(2) the dates on which Federal waterways are seasonally
closed to entry or watercraft;

(3) the areas of Federal waterways with restrictions on
motorized propulsion, horsepower, or fuel type;

(4) the areas of Federal waterways with anchoring restric-
tions, no wake zones, exclusion zones, danger areas, or vessel
speed restrictions;

(5) Federal waterway restrictions on the direction of travel,
including upstream or downstream travel; and

(6) the uses, including by watercraft, that are restricted
on each area of a Federal waterway, including the permissibility
of—

(A) canoes and other paddlecraft;

(B) rafts and driftboats;

(C) motorboats;

(D) personal watercraft;

(E) airboats;

(F) amphibious aircraft;

(G) hovercraft;

(H) oversnow vehicles and other motorized vehicles
on frozen bodies of water;

(I) oceangoing ships;

(J) swimming; and

(K) other applicable recreational activities, as deter-
mined to be appropriate by the Secretaries.

(b) FEDERAL WATERWAY ACCESS AND NAVIGATION INFORMA-
TION.—Not later than 5 years after the date of enactment of this
Act, each of the Secretaries, to the maximum extent practicable,
shall digitize and make publicly available online, as applicable,
geographic information system data that includes, with respect
to Federal waterway access and navigation information—

(1)(A) the location of boat ramps, portages, and fishing
access sites under the authority of the Federal land or water
management agency; and

(B) the identification of the dates on which the facilities
and sites identified under subparagraph (A) are open or
closed, as applicable; and

(2) bathymetric information and depth charts, as feasible.
(c) FEDERAL FISHING RESTRICTIONS.—Not later than 5 years

after the date of enactment of this Act, each of the Secretaries,
to the maximum extent practicable, shall digitize and make publicly
available online geographic information system data that describes,
with respect to Federal fishing restrictions—
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(1) the location and geographic boundaries of Federal
fishing restrictions on recreational and commercial fishing,
including—

(A) full or partial closures;

(B) no-take zones; and

(C) Federal fishing restrictions within or surrounding
marine protected areas;

(2) Federal fishing restrictions on the use of specific types
of equipment or bait; and

(3) Federal requirements with respect to catch and release.
(d) PuBLic COMMENT.—The Secretaries shall develop a process

to allow members of the public to submit questions or comments
regarding the information described in subsections (a) and (b).

(e) UrPDATES.—The Secretaries, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, shall update—

(1) the data described in subsections (a) and (b) not less Time period.
frequently than 2 times per year; and

(2) the data described in subsection (c) in real time as
changes go into effect.

(f) ExcLUsION.—This section shall not apply to irrigation canals
and flowage easements.

(g) DISCLOSURE.—Any geographic information system data
made publicly available under this section shall not disclose
information regarding the nature, location, character, or ownership
of historic, paleontological, or archaeological resources, consistent
with applicable law.

SEC. 5. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION. 16 USC 6874.

(a) COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THIRD-PARTY PROVIDERS.—For

purposes of carrying out this Act, the Secretaries may—
(1) coordinate and partner with non-Federal agencies and
private sector and nonprofit partners, including—
(A) State natural resource agencies;
(B) Tribal natural resource agencies;
(C) technology companies;
(D) geospatial data companies; and
(E) experts in data science, analytics, and operations
research; and
(2) enter into an agreement with a third party to carry
out any provision of this Act.

(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.—The Secretaries may
work with the Director of the United States Geological Survey
to collect, aggregate, digitize, standardize, and publish data on
behalf of the Secretaries to meet the requirements of this Act.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—With respect to data developed and distrib-
uted under this Act, the Secretaries shall—

(1) develop the data in accordance with applicable Federal,

State, and Tribal laws (including regulations); and

(2) include a notice that any geospatial data are subject Notice.
to applicable Federal, State, and Tribal laws (including regula-

tions).

(d) ExisTING EFFORTS.—To the extent practicable, the Secretary
concerned shall use or incorporate existing applicable data, maps,
and resources in carrying out this Act, including data, maps, and
resources developed and published under—

(1) the Modernizing Access to Our Public Land Act (16

U.S.C. 6851 et seq.);
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(2) section 103 of division DD of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2023 (43 U.S.C. 776); or
(3) other applicable law.

16 USC 6875. SEC. 6. REPORTS.
Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act and annually thereafter through March 30, 2034, the Secre-

taries shall submit a report that describes the progress made by
the Secretaries with respect to meeting the requirements of this

Act to—
(1) the Committee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives;
(2) the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House
of Representatives;
(3) the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives;

(4) the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate; and

(5) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
of the Senate.

16 USC 6876. SEC. 7. EFFECT.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) modifies or alters the definition of the term “navigable
waters” under Federal law;

(2) affects the jurisdiction or authority of State or Federal
agencies to regulate navigable waters;

(3) modifies or alters the authority or jurisdiction of Federal
or State agencies to manage fisheries; or

(4) authorizes or is intended to result in a change in the
accessibility of waters open to hunting, fishing, or other forms
of outdoor recreation as of the date of the enactment of this
Act.

Approved December 26, 2025.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 187:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 171 (2025):
Jan. 21, considered and passed House.
Dec. 16, considered and passed Senate.

O





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-01-09T09:25:10-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




