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great number of the States of the Union whlch have revised their 
statutes, and have had this very same thing to guard against in their 
revision. We have gone over them sentence by sentence and made 
them as perfect as we can. 

We see no good reason for delay, in order to bring this up at 
another time in the Honse, when we have no cause to doubt that it 
will be perfectly satisfactory to the House. If we had supposed thai 
it was the desire of any gentleman to examine these sections, we 
would have been gla~ to llave him do o, because we wanted all the 
assistance we could get. But the whole work is to go before the Sen­
ate, and if any gentleman finds anything that requires amemlrueut, 
it will be perfectly easy for him to make a suggestion, and I am satis­
fied that the object of every member of the House and every member 
of the Senate is the same-and that is the object with which we star ted 
in the beginillng of theses ion, to entleavor to reduce to this one vol­
ume what was the general public statute law of the Unitell States on 
the first day of thi ses ion; and at the same time that nothing herein 
contained shall affect the right of any man, public or priYate; but 
that this shall stand as the law as it then wa . And we have put into 
as clear language as t he committee could fi·ame the decla;ration of that 
purpo e in the.e ections, having got a good deal of aid from the simi­
lar attempts of other legi lative bodies. 

.Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. Have these sections been printed' 
Mr. POLAND. They have not. 
Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. I woulrl not like to urge anything which the 

gentlemen who have charge of this work think would delay it ma­
terially. Still it is a matter of so great importance that I trunk there 
ought to be a vote of the House upon it. And I think these ections 
ought to be printed before final action by the House, but I do not 
desire to set up my judgment against that of tlle gent lemen who have 
the work in charge. 

Mr SAYLER, of Ohio. The House has been notified that this was 
the final evening, and that the work was to be completed to-night. 

Mr. LOUGHRIDGE. We do not pas an ordinary bill, generally, 
without having it printed; we print everything, even ordinary pen­
sion bills ; an amendment to an ordinary bill is printed. 

Mr. SAYLER, of Ohio. We have adopted all the amendments to 
tbi bill without having them pr4tted, .anrl at sessions where there 
was no larger attendance than there is now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is not at this moment 
aware of any parliamentary method in which this revision can be 
brought up in the Hous . The Honse bas by unanimous consent, 
directed this busine s to be p erformed at these evening se ·ions, and 
the Chair knows of no method by which any portion of this bill, or 
any single amendment, can be brought before tlle Honse at a day ses­
sion. Of course, any gentleman has a right to insist on a quorum 
being present before anything is done here, but the Chair does not 
know of any mode in which this bill can be brought into the Honse 
in the day-time, except by a report from the committee de novo and 
a new reading of the bill. 

l\Ir. LOUGHRIDGE. In deference to the viows of other gentlemen, 
I withdraw my objection. 

The SP EAKER p1·o tempore. The Chair ha gi v~n some reflection 
to the matter, but does not see any other mode. Of course after the 
passage of the bill any gentleman might mov to reconsider; but the 
motion to reconsider would require, under the order the House has 
made, to be dealt wjth at an everting session. The only possible way 
of getting a vote on the bill in a full House would be for some gen­
tleman to insist on the point that a quorum is not present, and in 
that case there would have to be a call of the House, aud members 
would have to be brought in here in the evening. 

1\Ir. LOUGHRIDGE. I withdraw my suggestion. 
The amendment wa agreed to. 
Mr. POLAND. I now move the previous question on the bill. 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 

and under the operation thereof the bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord­
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. POLAND moved to reconsider the vote bv which the bill wa 
passed ; and also moved t hat the motion to reconsider be laitl on the 
t able. 

The latter motion was agreetl to. 
Mr. RANDALL. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and acconlingly (at nine o'clock p.m.) 

the House adjourned. 

PETITIO~ , ETC. 

The following memorials, p etitions, alill other papers were pre­
sented at the Clerk's desk, under the rule, antl r eferreu a follows : 

By :Mr. BELL : 'l'b e memorial of Catharine Land, pmying for arrears 
of pension, t.o t he Committee on Invalid P en ::;ions. 

By fr. BIERY: The petition of itizens of Conshohocken, ~lont­
gomery County, Pennsylvania, in- opposition to the impo it ion of a 
tariff duty on tea and coffee, in opposition to any increase of internal 
taxes, and in favor of the repeal of the econd section of the act of 
June 6, 1872, which reduced by 10 per cent. the duties on foreign im­
ports, to the Committee on Ways and Mean . 

Also, three petitions of citizens of Allentown) Pennsylvania, of sim­
ilar im~>Ort? to t}J.e same co~ittee. 

Also, the petition of 79 workingmen in the foundery and machine 
department of the Allentown Rolling-Mills, of similar import, to the 
same committee. 

Also1 the pet ition of citizens of .A.llento·wn and Mauch Chunk, of 
similar import, to the arne committee. 

By Mr. HALE of New York: The memorial of J ame Rogers and 
367 others, remonstrating against reduction of dutie on steel, to the 
Committee on Ways and l\Iean . 

By Mr. LOWNDES : The petition of George P. Rem.<!berg, of Fred­
erick, l\Iar land, for r lief for los of his son's arm from tiring of pro­
vost guard, to t he Committee on 'Var Claims. 

By :Mr. :!\TEAL : The petition of Louisa Thomas, widow of Cyrus 
Thomas, Company E One hundred and seventy- ixth Ohio Volun­
t eer , praying for a pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Ir. RANSIER: The petition of John F. Porteous, of Beaufort, 
South Carolina, praying for r elief, to the Committee on Wa;r Claim . 

By Ir. SCOFIELD: The memorial of Frank Bell, late first li u­
tenant and captain of Company I, First Rifles, P enn y lvania Rc erves, 
r equesting pay for horse and cqnipmcnts lo::;t iLl action while act incr 
as adjutant of the Bucktail Battalion, to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. SENER: The memorial of Thoma n. Hunton, of Northum­
berland County, Virginia, praying relief for lo se tluring the r euol­
lion, to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of John D. Elder, of Fredericksburgh, Virginia, 
praying rel~ef for lo es incurred during_ the late rebellion, to the 
same comnnttee. 

By 1t1r. SHELDON : Papers in the matter of J obn M. Burrows, 
petitioning for relief, to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. Sl\1ITH, of Ohio : The petition of citizens of Clinton County, 
Ohio, on the subject of the liquor traffic, to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Indiana: The petition of Alexander 1\Io:ffitt, 
praying for r elief, to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Ir. WILSHIRE : The petit ion of citizens of Arkansas, praying 
for the pas age of the bill granting lands to t.he Saint Louis, SprinO'­
field and Little Rock Railroad, to the Committee on the Public Lane~. 

By :Mr. WOODFORD : Re olntion of the common council of the 
city of Brooklyn, memorializing Congress again t granting lands of 
the General Government in the \Vallabont, at Brooklyn, to any pri­
vate corporations, &c., to the Committee ou Naval A.fi~Lirs. 

IN SENATE. 

THURSDAY, April 2, 1874. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of ye terday's proceedings wa read and approved. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 27 2) to extend the time to pre-emptors on the 
public lauds in the State of Minnesota to make final payment was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public L ands. 

DEVELOPMENT OF MTh"'ING RE OURCES. 

The PRESIDENT pro temp01·e laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of R epre entative to the bill (S. No. 16) npplemental 
to the act entitled "An act to promote the development of the min­
ing resources of the United States," approved May 10, 1 72. 

Mr. SARGENT. I move that the bill, with the amendment of the 
House of Representatives, be r eferred to the Committee on Mine and 
Mining. 

The motion was agreed to. 
LOUISVILLE A..t~D PORTLA...~ CA.NAL. 

The PRESIDENT p 1·o te1npore laid before tlle Senate the amendment 
of the Hou e of Repre entatives to the bill (S. No. 350) pronding for 
the payment of the bonds of the Louisville and Portland Canal Com­
pany. 

Mr. THUR~fAN. I move that the Senate disagree to the amend­
ment of the House, aml ask for a committee of conference. 

l\lr. HAMLIN. That i a very important question. The bill pas ed 
thii:i body without any eli ·cussion, and I think it should not now be 
referred to a committee of conference. until the Senate shall h:we 
some understanding about it. . 

Ir. THURMAN. I was goin" to present two memorials on the snu­
jec~ ; and when I shall ha e tlone that I will yielu to whatever may 
be the wish of the euate. • 

Mr. H.tUILIN. I clo not m n.n to expre any objection. I imply 
think that this is a matter that the Senate ought to pa upon b efore 
it goes to a committ e of conference. The House amendment shmuel 
either Le r eferred to th committee that originally reported the bill 
or an opportnnity shonld be hau to discu it in the enate. 

Mr. SARGE~T. I think it ought to go upon the Calendar and the 
Senate should have an opportunity to pas upon the question. I 
have no objection, however, to referring the amendment of the House 
to the committee that originally reported the bill, if that be desired. 

Mr. HA)!LIN. I have no objection to that; but I do not think the 
a.me~<l~ent 4gnl<l be ag~·eeQ. tQ or se~t to a committee ot pon.ferep.p~ 
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without some discussion and a fair understanding of what the amend­
ment is. 

fr. SHERMAN. I have carefully read the substitute of the House 
of Representatives. There is only one single point in it on which the 
Senator from New York [Mr. Co~KLING] desiTes to take the vote of 
the Senate, and that is the amendment offered by his colleague in the 
House, [Mr. WHEELER.] With that exception the two bills are almost 
identical. 

1\fr. SARGENT. That is a very important amendment. 
M:r. SHERMAN. I know it is; but it is an amendment that simply 

clelays the taking possession of the Louisville Canal for two years. 
That is the main trouble. 

1\fr. SARGENT. That .is very true; but without that amendment 
we do not know what we are taking possession of. It seems to me 
tha t the matter had better be considered in the Senate. 

Mr. 'rHURMA.N. I wish to present to· the Senate some resolutions 
adopted by the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Cincinnati on 
this subject, and then I have an observation to make. The resolu­
tions are short, and I can read them probably in as short time as I can 
state them: 

CIKcix:uTI CHA.MBER oF CmiMERCE, 
Merchants' Exchange, March 28,1 74 .. 

.At a re~ular session of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, held thls day, the 
following preamble aml resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

"Whereas we learn from the dispatches from \Vzshington that members of the 
Committee on Commerce are not favorabl e to the Government taking posseRsion 
of the Louisville and Portland Canal until further legislation on the part of the State 
of K entuch."}'; and whereas the action of the K entucky Legislature heretofore was 
intended to and does cede the property to the United States upon the sole condition 
that the debts b e provided for ; and whereas we have gootl reason to believe that ob­
j ection to immediate action on the part of Congress is inspired directly or indirectly 
by parties at Louisville who gain advantages by retainiu.g control of the canal; and 
whereas the Kentucky Legislature will not meet again for two years, and the com­
merce of the Ohio River havin~ already been too long oppressed by the heavy tolls 
collected on a camJ. own~d virtually by the Government of the United States: 
Therefore, 

"Resolved by the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, That Rimple justice to the com­
merce of the Ohio Valley requires that the Government should take immediate 
possession of the canal and reduce the tolls. 

"Resolved, That copies of these proceedin~s be transmitted to our Represent-a­
tives from this county, and also to Senators SHERMAN and THURMAN." 

S. F. COVINGTON, 
Pres-idell t. 

I also present the following resolution, adopted by the same cham­
·ber of commerce yesterday : 
Senator SHERMAN or THURM.A...~: 

.At the regular meeting of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, held this day, 
the following preamble and resolution were unanimou ly adopted, and I was in­
structeu to telegraph the same to the Senators from Ohio: 

" \Vhereas the effect of the Wheeler amendment, embodied inthe House bill , pro­
villing for the control of the Louisville and Portland Canal by the Government of 
the United States, insures the continuance of the existing oppressive toll for two 
years at least; and whereas the charge of fifty cents per ton for passing through 
the canal i~:< especially oppressive, in view of the fact that freights are carried Iiy 
water from t.he eit.v to New Orleans at two to four do}lars per ton : Therefore, 

"Resolved by the Cincinnati Cham.ber of Commerce, That the nited States Senate 
be, and it h; hereby, respectfully requested, in behalf of the commerce of the Ohio 
:tnd Mississippi Rivers and tributaries, and in advancement of the cause of cheap 
transportation, to reject the amendment in&rafted upon the bill on motion of Mr. 
WHEELER, tmd cause the same to be passed rn such a shape as to insure the imme­
diate control of the c:tnal by the Government and a reduction of the tolls, so as to 
place this improvement on an equal footing with other canals controlled by the 
United States." · 

Very respectfully, 
S. F. COVINGTON, 

President. 

JHr. President, I am totally at a loss to understand the opposition 
to this bill. I do not know any subject that has been more thoroughly 
discussed in the Senate except some subject of great public charac­
ter and importance; and this may be said to be a subject of that kind, 
because it affects the commeroe of the entire Ohio Valley, and to a 
large extent that of the Mississippi Valley. Why there should be any 
opposition, the Government owning all the stock of this company but 
$500-I believe that is true--

1\fr. SHERMA.l'f. Yes, Air. 
:Mr. THURMAN. .And the objection being of the merest technical 

character in the world, such as in a suit between individuals no comt 
of equity would regard for one moment; why the commerce of that 
valley should continue to be bmdened wi,tlt a tax of fifty cents a ton, 
when it i admitted on all hands that ten cents a ton would be amply 
sufficient to keep the canal in perfect repair, is past my comprehen­
sion; and why this objection should come as it does from quarters in 
nowise interested in this subject, I really do not understand. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. fay I ask the Senator from Ohio if 
ten cents a ton will keep the canal in repair, and pay the interest on 
a million and a quarter of dollars that the Government will be re-
11uired to pay in order to obtain possession of the bpncls-theindebted-

_:uess of the canal company f 
:M.r. THURMAN. I cannot answer that question, for I am not as 

well advised about it as my colleague is who has looked more into 
the :figmes; but certainly it requires nothing like fifty cents, nor the 
half of fifty cents, a ton to pay the interest as well as to keep t,hat 
canal in repair. But it is Government property, and what the Gov­
ernment ought to do, irrespective of what it owes, is to reduce the 
tolls on that canal to the very lowest snm which will keep it in 
repair, and then it will have done less for the commerce of the Ohio 
River than it has done for the commerce pf a~ost ~nl other. great 
W;J.Wr-c4~¥IDel j.n t~e.lJni~4 Sta~ea, · · ~ 

• 
1\!r. SHERl\!.AN. I say again that the only difference between the 

amendment of the House of Representatives and the bill of the Sen­
ate is, that upon the motion of a member of the House an amend­
ment was stuck on here requiring the assent of the Legislature of 
Kentucky to what Kentucky has already assented to; that is, the 
cession of jurisdiction over this canal. There would be no objection 
to the adoption of the amendment if the Legislature of Kentucky 
were in session. If the House had passed this bill when it was sent 
there from the Senate, the Legislature of Kentucky was then in ses­
sion and could have promptly given the requisite assent; but the 
Legislature--

fr. DAVIS. If the Senator will allow me--
Mr. SHERMAN. Let me finish my sentence. The Legislature of 

Kentucky has adjourned and will · not convene again for two years 
under their constitution; and in the mean time the commerce of the 
Ohio River, which, as shown by recent statistics, is more than double 
the whole commerce of the United States with foreign countries, will 
be clamped with a tax of fifty cents a ton on every boat-load of coal, 
salt, and aJl the interior productions of the country. While I do not 
object to any reasonable delay that Senators may desire, yet the in­
terests of my constituents are so affected, and the interests of all the 
States in that region of the country, including Kentucky, (because 
they are as deeply interested as we are in this matter,) that 1 hope 
the Senate will give us a vote upon it. My impression is that by a 
committee of conference this very objectionable amendment might be 
retained, but in such a way as not to prevent th~ taking possession 
of the canal by the United States. I am inclined to think that a com­
mittee of conference would report an amendment which would cover 
the point of controversy and would receive the unanimous vote of 
both Houses. 

fr. MORRILL, of Vermont: I suggest to the Senator from Ohio 
that the Senat.orfrom New York, [Mr. CmmLL.''W,]who takes a.n interest 
in this matter, is absent, and it had better go over or be placed on the 
Calenda;r until that Senator shall be present. 

Mr. SHER~IA...~. I suppose we cannot object to that. 
The PRESIDENT 1J-ro tempore. The matter may be laid aside in· 

formally. 
1r. SHERMAN. Let it lie on the table for the present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill and amendment will lie on 
the table. Petitions and memorials are now in order. 

PETITIONS .AJ\'D MEMORIALS. 

1\Ir. MORRILL, of Vermont. I present a petition signed by 'W. S . 
Johnson, l\1. D., and three others of the town of Mi1ton, and of two 
others of the town of Chelsea, Vermont, who ask to have the stamp 
or proprietary act so altered or regulated as to exempt all physicians 
in pos ession of a medical diploma, or being lawfully licensed, from 
using stamps on any medicine that they may manufa-ctme, vend, or 
dispose of, and that all pretenders who manufacture and vend a sub­
stance called metlicine shall use stamps as heretofore and also pay a 
manufacturing license of ten to fifty dollars and a trading license of 
twenty or one hundred dollars. I move the reference of this petition 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
1\-lr. CRAGIN. I present the petition of the smvivors of the olaris; 

and as it is the practice sometimes to read petitions, I ask consent to 
briefly refer to this one. The petitioners say : 

We parted from the shipinorabout latitude7SO 28' north on the night of the 15th 
day of October, 1872, and were on the ice floe one hundred and ninetv-six days, 
exposed to all ·the rigors of an arctic winter, without adequate food, clothing, or 
shelter, constantly in imminent danger and peril of our lives, expecting never to 
reach our homes or see our friends; our sufferings, both physical and mental, were 
terrible, and so great that no lan'ffiage we can use will describe our agony during a 
long and desolate arctic night, (tlie sl:m not appearing for ninety consecutive days.) 
Once by a heavy swell dashing against the floe during the night of ..A.pril19, 1873, 
we were washed intQthe sea,"and our escape from immediate death was miraculous, 
and at this time our supply of provisions got so low th:tt we were obliged to be put 
on an allowance of one-quaFter of a pound of bread and two ounces of meat per 
diem for several months, and at times we suffered greatly from hunger. We were 
rescued from our perilous position by the ewfoundland steamer Tigress on the 
30th day of .April, 1873. 

'Ve are still suffering in body, our health ruined, our means exhausted, and noth­
ing left to support and sustain us, unless your honorable body grants us relief; and 
as we were employed by the Government for a voyage full of peril and danger, 
'vith a small r ecompense, to wi twenty-five dollars per month, (when the pay at 
that time in the merchant service was forty dollars per month,) and with the assur­
:mce of Ca1;1tain Hall and others interested in getting up the expedition that we 
should be liberally dealt with by the Government upon our return, if ever, we pray 
your honorable body to grant us and those other survivors of our expedition such 
relief and aid as shall 1Je just and proper in the premises. .And in this connection 
we wonlcl not forget "Esquimaux Joe" and "Haunah" his wife, who are now in­
valided, probably permanently, on account of the hardships and exposures of the 
expedition, and in particular we pray your honorable body that they should be 
liberally dealt with, as through God we believe we are indebted tQ them for the 
preservation of our lives. 

In connection with this petition I also present a preamble and reso­
lution adopted by the American Geographical Society, a-sking that the 
survivors of the Polaris be paid an extra sum, and also a letter of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the same subject. I move the reference of 
all these papers to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
. The motion wa-s agreed to. 

l\Ir. SCHURZ presented the petition of Horatio S. Chalmers and 
others, heirs of John Chalmers, sr., praying indemnification for spoli­
ations committed by the French prior to the year 1801; which was 
ordered t.o lie .on the table. 

Mr, eiiERMAN. J l?res~Jl.t the l?eq.tion of lt~ercy A-rm ~~ll1 ~~~ 
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widow of Charles F. Hall who died while in the service of the United 
States in command of the Polaris expedition. The petitioner sets out 
the services of her husband; that before he died he succeeded in car­
rying the flag farther north than man had ever uefore penetrated ; 
that his life bas been laid down for the common weal just as if he had 
fallen in battle; that his death left her destitute with two children, 
agell respectively seventeen and thirteen years, to support; that he died 
while in the service of the UnitedStatesincommandof the Polaris ex­
pedition. In presenting this petition , I desire simply to say t,hat, in my 
judgment, a stronger appeal could not be made to the mercy anu charity 
of the Goverillllent of the United States. This,gentleman died while 
in the service of the Government upon a most dangerous voyage, 
leaving a widow and children without means of support. Theil· case 
is one that will appeal to the private feelings of any one who knows 
the circumstances. This petition is not only signed by the lady her­
self, but by Joseph H enry, Professor Baird, a'ntl a number of other 
gentlemen connected with scientific pm·snits, W. T. Sberma.n, General 
of the Army, W. W . Corcomn, General Meigs, and a great ma~1y other 
citizens of this city. I move its reference to the Committee on Naval 
A.ffail-s. 

The motion was agreed to. 
:Mr. GORDON presented a petition of James S. Herron and others, 

·praying that a pension be granted to Fannie 1\I. Herron; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. · 

1\fr. BOGY presented a resolution of the Legislature of :Missouri, in 
favor of the establishment of ·a daily mail each wa.y between Cairo, 
Illinois, and Poplar Bluff, Missouri, over the Cairo, Arkansas and 
TexaaRailroad; which was referred to the Committee onPost-Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HAGER presented a resolution of the Legislature of California, 
in favor of the appointment of a comniission to ascertain the amount 
of property destroyed by Captain Jack's band of Modocs; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

REPORTS OF CO~:Il\UTTEES. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 586) to create a port of delivery at Helena, in 
the State of Arkansas, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. · 

He also, from the same committee, to whom wa~ referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 2G92) to change the name of the schooner-yacht Quaran­
tine to \:Velcome, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. RAMSEY. Yesterday the Sena.te referred to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post-Roads a resolut ion of the Legislatme of l!lis­
souri in favor of establishing a daily mail on one of the railmads 
of that State. The matter belongs entirely to the jurisdiction of 
the Postmaster-General. I therefore ask that the committee be dis­
charged from the further consideration of the resolution and that it 
be referred to the Post-Office Department. 

The PRESIDE.1: T p1·o tentpm·e. That order will be made. 
Mr. RAMSEY. There was also referred to the same committee a 

memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin for an increase of mail 
service. That belongs to the jurisdiction of the Post-Office Depart­
ment, and I ask that the committee be discharged from its further 
consideration and that it be referred to the Post-Office Department. 

The PRESIDENT P't'O ternpo-re. That order will be made. 
Mr. RAMSEY. The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to 

whom was referred the bill (S. N~. 123) to provide for the transmis­
sion of correspondence by telegraph, have directed me to report it 
back and to ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. · 

The PRESIDENT p1'o tempm·e. The bill will be indefinitely post­
poned. 

Mr. RAMSEY. In lieu of it the committee direct me to report a bill 
to provide for the transmission of correspondence by telegraph, accom­
panied with a report, which I ask to have printed. 

The bill (S. No. 651) to provide for the transmission of correspond­
ence by telegTaph was read and passed to a second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Ir. SAULSBURY. In connection with that r eport I desire to say, 
as one member of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post Roads, that 
I do not concur in it and shall oppose the bill whenever it comes up. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM, from t.he Committee on Indian .Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 425) for the restoration to market of cer­
tain lands in the Territory of Utuh, reported it without amendment. 

fr. PATTERSON, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. ro. 1223) gra,nting a pension to :Mary Storrs, 
r eported it without amenclment. 

He also, from the same committee t.o whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 280) granting a pension to Ann Crane, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. FLAl~AGAN, from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post­
Roads, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 434) referring to the 
Court of Claims for adjudication and determination the claim of the 
parties therein named, for the past and future use of Norton's post­
murking and post-cancelino- hand-stamp, and of Robertson's irp.­
proved hand-stamp, reported it without amendment; and submitted 
a, report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SCOTI', from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Jane :M. Rudolph, widow of Captain Thomas C. Ru-

dolph, formerly of the United States revenue marine, praying for a. 
pension, asked to be discharged from its further consi~eration, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions; which was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of E. :!'.I. Dennison, of the District of Columbia, praying 
for extra compensation as crier of court, from April, 1863, to Decem­
ber, 1865, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed, and the committee was discharged from the further con-
sideration of the petition. . 

Mr. FERRY, of fichigan, from the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, to whom wa.s referred the bill (H. R. No. 753) for there­
lief of Peter S. Patton, reported it with an amendment; and submitted 
a report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re­
ferred the bill(H. R. No. 1949) granting a pension to Ann M. Brackett, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. OGLESBY, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 209i3) granting a pension to Mrs. Nancy 
Parkhurst, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was postponed 
indefinitely. 

Mr. PRATT, from theCommitteeonPensions,towhom wasreferred 
the petition of George W. Trueheart, late private Company F, Sixty­
seventh Regiment New York Volunteers, praying an increase of pen­
sion, submitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed, and the committee was discharged from the further consid­
eration of the petition. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti­
tion of Elizabeth Davis, a citizen of Maine, praying that she may be 
restored to a pension on account of the services of her son, \Villiam 
L. Davis, late Company E, Twentieth Regiment l!Iaine Volunteers, 
submitted an ad verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the committee was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition. 

He a.lso, from the same commit.tee, to whom was referred the peti­
tion of Ira \V. Douthart, late of Company D, Thirteenth Regiment 
Iowa Volunteers, praying to be allowed a pension, submitted an ad­
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the com­
mittee was discha;rged from the further consideration of the petition. 

PRESIDE..."{TIAL APPROVAL. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0 . E . 
BABCOCK, his Secretary, announced that the President had, on the 
26th ultimo, approved and signed the act (S. No. 583) making an ap­
propriation to defray the expenses of the Joint Select Committee to 
Inquire into the .Affa.irs of the District of Columbia. 

CO Th:IEXCEMENT OF Ii"{CREA.SED PENSIONS. 

Mr. PRATT. The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 2456) to amend an act entitled "An act to revise, 
consolidate, and amend the laws relating to pensions," approved 
.March ;3, 1~73, have had the same under consideration, and have di­
rected me to report the same back with an amendment, striking out 
all after the enacting clause and inserting a substitute. I ask for the 
present consideration of this bill. 

By unanimous consent, the bill was considered as in Committee of 
the \Vhole. The amendment of the Committee on Pensions was to 
strike out all a.fter the enacting clause, and in lieu thereof to insert 
the following : 

That where an increase of pell8ion is provided for in the last clatffie of section 4 
of the act entitled "An act to revise, consolidate, and amend the laws relating to 
pensions," approved :March 3, 1873, the increase therein contemplated, as often as 
it shall occur, shall commence from the date of the examining surgeon's certificate 
that first showed increased disability; butallsuch surgeoll8'certiiicatesunderw~h 
an increase of pension is claimed, shall be sn bject to r evision by the Commissiol.'Ler 
of Pensions as contemplated in the act of which this is an amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish the Senator to explain to us the effect of 
this proposition. 

:Mr. PRATT. · I will. The last proviso of section 4 of the general 
pension law reads as follows : 

P.rovidedjurther, That, except in case of permanent specific disabilities, no in· 
crease of pension shall be allowed to commence prior to the date of the examining 
surgeon's certificate. 

Now, as the Senator from New York very well knows, a man is 
placed on the pension-roll for disability incmred in the service; he is 
then rated at one-half disability, say four dollars a month; after­
ward his disability is increased, and this is established by the report 
to the Pension Office of the examining surgeon in his neighborhood. 
Sometimes that report i!'l not act-ed upon for months, and, under the 
law as it stands, his increase of pension commences only from the 
time of the final decision of the Pension Office. The effect of this 
amendment is to make the increase of pension relate back to the date 
of the examining surgeon's certificate establishing the increased dis­
ability. 

:Mr. CONKLING. \Vill the Senator be kind enough toread the pro­
viso aO'ain' 

Ir. PRATT. The proviso in the existing law, as it occms in the 
fourth section of the act of 1873, is : 

P.rovidedjurther, That, except in oases of permanent specific disabilities, no in­
crease of pension shall be allowed to commence prior to the date of the examining 
surgeon's certificate. · 

It cannot under the existing law, nor can it by this amendment 
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commence prior to the certificate of the examining surgeon; but under 
the present ruling of the Pension Office it does not commence until 
the final action of that office upon the surgeon's certificate. 

Mr. CONKLING. There is nothing in that proviso to sustain that 
ruling. That ptoviso is that in ca es of total or specific disabilrty tho 
Pension Office shall not go back to a period anterior to the surgeon's 
certificate. 

Mr. PRATT. Certainly. 
Mr. CONKLING. There i nothing there which forbids it going 

back to that time, or directs the Pension Bureau to fix it at the time 
when the action at the Pen ion Bureau shall occur. 

Mr. PRATT. The practice in point of fact, however, is to increase 
the pension from the time that the report of the examining surgeon 
is finally acted upon at the Pension Office; and it was thought by 
the committee that it was proper that the pension should relate back 
to the date of the examining surgeon's certificate establishing the 
increa ed disability. That is the whole of it. 

Mr. RAMSEY. What is the action of the House '? 
~lr. PRATT. My substitute makes the matter a little clearer than 

the House bill. I prepared this substitute under the advice of the 
Commissioner of P ensions. I will read his letter. It is bFief: 

Dt"I.P ART:\ffi~T OF THE lYTERIOR, PE~SIOX OFFICE, 
_ Washington, D. G., March 2-'i, 1874. 

Sm: In reply to your letter of the 24th instant, r equesting my opinion as to the 
advisability of amenilina the last proviso to the fourth section of the act of March 
6, 1873, to make it read a-s follows-

Then he quotes the House bill-
! have the honor to state that there does not appear to be any important objec­
tion to the subject-matter of this amendment. 
It is respectfully sugp;ested. however, ~hat the subject, insteacl of being retained 

as a provi o to the fourth section, hould constitute a separate section. 
It IS important that the portion of the provi o that gives the Commissioner of 

~~-nli ~ower to revise the certificate of examining surgeons should be re-

The experien<Yl '>f the office Rhows that the ratings of the same disability by dif­
ferent surgeons v a,ry so widely, that uniformity in the ratings fur disability can 
only be attained by subjooting the certificates of examining surgeons to revision in 
the P ension Office. · 

The statement of the fact that there are about fifteen hundred examining sur­
geons connected with this office, and the fact that the question or the rate of rliR­
ability is one which cannot be subjected to any fixed rul es, will show the necessity 
which exists for such revision. 

Uniformity can only be attaineu by subjecting the certificates to rension by pC'-r­
sons in this office who endeavor to ke p the san1e stanuard of disability constantly 
in new. 

Very respectfully, 

Ron. D. D . PRATT, 

J .H.B.A.KER, 
Commissioner. 

Chairm,an of the C01nmittee on Pensions, United States Senate. 

1\fr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I tlo not riHe to object to the provision 
proposed by the Senator from Indiana, but I desire to ask him whether 
the proposed change will not subject the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensions to a revision of all the pensions that have been granted, 
where they have been granted at a date subsequent to the date of 
the surgeon's certificate~ 

Mr. PRATT. No, sir; it doe not have that effect. He has now a 
snperYision over the reports of the examining surgeons. Let ruo read 
the conclu~g part of thi proviso of the fourth section: 

That, except in cases of permanent specific disabilities, no increase of pension 
shall be allowed to commence prior to the da.t.e of the examining urgeon's certiO.­
cate; and that in this as well as all other cases the certificate of an examining sur-
5~~~ ~~n~~~~r~~.!sf::S~ining surgeons, shall be subject to the approval of the 

He has that power now. 
1\fr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The Senator does not seem to under­

stand what I am driving at. My point is to ascertain whether, in 
regard to pensions that have been granted after twenty days, fifty 
days, or one hundred days, sub. equent to the date of the surgeon's 
certificate, the Pension Office will not be called upon again to readju­
tlicate all those case · Y 

Mr. PRATT. I am not prepared to say whether that result will 
follow or not. This measure i one of obvious propriety. An exam­
ining surgeon certifies to an increased disability, and that certificate 
issubsequentlyreviewed at the Pension Office and is approved. Now, 
under the existing law, the pensioner gets his pension only from the 
date of the decision of the office approving the report of the exam­
ining surgeon. The increased pension does not rela.te back to the time 
when the increased disability i proved by that certificate. 

That is the whole of this amendment, simply to give the pensioner 
the benefit of the difference between the time when the examining sur­
geon certified and the Pension Office approved his report. 

1r. MORRILL, of Vermont. But I think it is obvious that if we 
pas this section, we ought to pass a law increasing the force of the 
Pension Office by at least fifty clerks. . 

Mr. PRATT. The Senator ha heard the letter of the Commis ioner 
of Pensions. He does not seem to anticipate any trouble of that sort, 
and he approves of this amendment of the law. 

.Mr. CONKLING. There is one respect in which there is a remark­
able re emblance between pension laws atid all other laws, and that 
is the value of certainty and stability. Now, if I comprehend the 
force of this measure at all, there are beyond the suggestion made by 
the Senator from Vermont two or three serious objections to it, and 
although I do not value any opinion of my own upon this subject as 

much asi do that of the Senator from Indiana, I venture to make to 
b.im two or three suggestions. . 

Thi is to be au amendment of an existing act, an act approved on 
the 3d of March, 1873, and the provision is "the increase of pensions 
tlwrein contemplated, as often as it shall occur, shall commence from 
the tlate of the examining surgeon's certificate that first shows iii­
creased rl.i ablity." Now, before considering the effect of that, let us 
ob. erve the present condition of the law. It contains no provision 
whatever against this very rule. It simply provicles that the increased 
pension in the e cases shall not elate back of the surgeon s certificate. 
It does not declare that it may not go back as far a-s that, or as neal' 
that date as the Commi, siouer of Pen:->ions may fu. Now comes a 
requirement that in all cases contemplated by the act of 1873, the pen­
sion shall thus date back. Therefore the Senator from Vermont is 
quite right in his suggestion; and there is no answer to it unless it be 
that t he Commissioner of Pensions hereafter is to date back to the 
certificn,te of disability aml there stop. What shall we have then . 
Every pensioner crying out, and justly so, that he is the subject of in­
justice. Why Because every man whose ca e is a1ljudicatecl after this 
act shall -pa s, although adjudicated under a law which has existed 
for more than a year, is put upon a footing more favorable than he 
who upon tbe same state of case and with the same equitie had his 
case adjudicated yesterday or on any prior day. The injustice of that 
the Pension Bureau and Congress cannot resist; and accordingly, as 
the Senator from Vermont suggests, this is to be an edict for a general 
revision ancl resettlement of alL theca es "contemplated," in the lan­
guage of this amendment, by the act of 1873. 

But, Mr. President, that is not all. As often as the increase shall 
occur, it is to commence "from the date of the exaruining urgeon s 
certificate that first shows increased disability." ·what is to be 
the effect of that'? Here comes a certificate from an examiuing sur­
o-eon. On it face, or by rea on of facts which the Commissioner 
learns otherwi e, there is rea on to distrust it; no increa e occurs. 
At a sub equent time t he Commissioner of Pen ions is satisfied that n,n 
increase should take place. Then what will be the effi ct under this~ 
That increase mnst go back to the first certi:ficnte of an examining sur­
geon that showed this disability. There is to be asecond revision of 
all these ca es. 

1.lr'. Pre ident., every time we change the pension laws, and every 
t ime we propose to chauge them, an immense amount of agitation 
and disturh::mce takes place; and if the corre pondence of other Sen­
ators on thi subject is anything like mine, they will unrlerstand the 
trnth of which I speak; and i t seems to me that such a provision as 
this, if now adoptefl, will start up a question in every case covered 
by the act of 1 73 which has been adjudicated, and in every such case 
which · waits adjudication. 

I asked the Senator from Inrlia.ua to repeat his reading of t he pro­
vision in the act of ll73, in order that we might be SliTe t.hat there 
was nothing there which prevented the discretion ancljudgment of 
the Corum is ioner of Pension going back to the certificate, if he saw 
fit to do so; a1ul the Senator assents to my assertion that there is 
nothing of tha.t sort in the act. Therefore, as the law t:m<.ls now, 
the Commissioner is clothed with the discretion a.nfl the jurisdiction 
to have the pension date from the first certificate, or the first one which 
a tis fie him of the increased disability. The very fact that this pro­

vision is here shows that that has not been his rule of action in n,ll cases, 
but that governed by his judgment aml the fa.ct of theca e he has 
had it antedated more or less, depending upon the merits of the case. 
Now, we propo. e to say that it not ouly·shall go back in all cases to 
th e time wht>n a c.ertificate satisfies him of the di ability, but that it 
sha.Il go behind that, hit or miss, to that certificate, be it sati. factory 
or othcrwi e, be it true or false, which first showed au increase of 
disaLility. 

My impre sion is that my honorable friend from Indiaun,, to whom 
we are so mnch ind htecl for the care and discrimination be gives to 
the e ca e , would clo himself and ns and the Trea nry a favor if he 
would aUow this bill to lie or to go back to his comm ittee to con itler 
whether really it is necessary to uproot all these cases when profesH­
cdly there is no pronsion of law restraining the Pen ion Bureau from 
doing full justice in e\ery case which the Commis~;iouer thinks calls 
for this me::~ sure of justice rather than for another. 

Ir. PRATT. Ii after I shall have answered some of the objections 
of my friend from New York he should prefer to make a motion to 
recommit this bill for fm·ther consideration to the committee, cer­
tainly I shall not oppose it, although it was considered quite fully in 
the committee and quite r ecently. It will be rememberefl that the_ 
law which is now sought to be amended was pa ed only a little up­
ward of a year since, on the 3d of .Jarch, 1873; and con eqnently the 
increase to the pen ioners cannot amonnt to a great deal during that 
short period of time. Ii in every case of increa ed clisabi).ity the in­
creased pension were to relate back to the time of the surgeon's cer­
tificate, it would not amount, I say to a very great. tun Lecau e the 
law has been in force but little upward of one year. 

Mr. CONKLING. If myfrieml will pardon me, I a kif iti ·nottrne 
that under that law, which was virtually retroactive because it related 
to di abilities which had occnned before the passag of the act as 
well a to those which should occuT afterward, a great nUIDber of 
cases have undergone the action of the Pension Bureau, mauy thou­
sand cases. 

Mr. PRATT. I tlare say a great many cases have occurred since the 
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3d of March, 1873 ; but I wish to call the Senator's attention now to 
the absolute justice of the provisions of this bill. 

A man is admitted to the pension-roll, but his disability is rated at 
only one-fourth; he draws, therefore, but two dollars per month pen­
sion. He goes with his wounds, to the nearest examining surgeon, 
and the surgeon, after examining him, promptly reports to the Pen­
sion Office that the man is entitled to a pension for a total dlsability, 
or for a disability of one-haJf, or for a disability of three-fourths, as 
the ca e may be, and that his pension ought to be increased accord­
ingly. That report is not acted upon here at the Pension Office for 
months afterward; and when the report is examined it is approved, 
Then under the present practice the pension is increased to date 
from the approval by the Commissioner of Pensions and does not 
go back a day. That is the mischief which is sought to be remedied. 

Mr. CONKLING. I should like at that point to ask two questions : 
first, how does it happen that it takes months to adjudicate a ca e so 
plain as that which the Senator states; and, second, by virtue of 
what law is it that the Commissioner of Pensions feels himself con­
strained, in a case which he is satisfied is meritorious and truthful, to 
fix the day when he acts, rather than the date of the certificate, as 
the day on which the pension is to commence Y 

Mr. PRATT. In the first place, th~ honorable Senator will remeJ.Il­
ber that there are nearly two hundred thousand pensioners, and there 
will of course proceed from different portions of the country a great 
number of cases every day in the year, and those cases cannot always 
be considered promptly when they reach the office. It takes time to 
examine these reports, and a conclusion may not be reached for weeks 
and months after the report of the examining surgeon is received. 
That is the fact. Were it not so, this amendment of the law would 
not be needed. -

Now, as to the construction which the Commissioner of Pensions 
places on the law, that is his business, not ours. He has placed that 
construction. I think he would have done no injustice to the law if 
he had r uled otherwise, and when he approved the report of the ex­
amining surgeon he had made the increased pensions relate back to 
the date of the certificate. But the fact that he does not, that this 
is not the practice of the office, is the occasion of this class of p~n­
sioners coming to Congress. 

Mr . CONKLING. But if my friend will p:1rdon me again, this bill 
is not intended to remedy the evil he speaks of now and stop there. 
This bill makes it mandatory on the Commis ioner not only to ante­
date the pension, but in all cases to carry it back to the first certifi­
cate, not the certificate that he approves as the Senator says now, 
but the first certificate, of an examining sm·£·eon coming from no 
matter where, which shows the disability. 'l'hus ho is entirely de­
privecl of all power and discretion when he come to a case where he 
is sa.tisfied that tbo fiTst certificate showing this increa ed eli ability 
was a faulty and um·eliable certificate. He does not approve it; he 
disapp:&oves it; but still the mandate of this law require8 h itn. to date 
back the pension to that time. 

As I have interrupted the Senator I beg len.ve to make one other r~­
mark. He said a moment ago that this act having pa sed only a lit­
tle more than a year ago, there could not be a great number of these 
cases to be revi ed; it could not lead to a very great amom1t of work; 
and yet now he tells us, using two hundred thousantl for illustration, 
that there are so many pensioners, (thereby meaning pensioners under 
this incren.se of pension or else it has nothiugto do with it,) that two, 
three, or four months, I think he said, sometimes elapsed before ac­
tion. If the Senator is right now, if that is the mea ure of the increase 
which has occurred under the act of 1873, he will see that two thin~s 
follow : first that this is an enormous increase of the pensiou-rollm 
money; and second an enormous provision in respect of the labor 
which will be required to revise all these cases o multitudinous that 
he sn.ys they pile up until thl:ee or fom· months are nece ary to reach 
each particular ca e. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont May I ask the Senn.tor from New 
York if be uoes not thiuk we shall have a large amotmt of in.crea e 
of business on the part ()f Congress provided we undertake to correct 
the bhmders of every officer who administers the law Y 

Mr. CONKLING. Ye , I llo; antl I think further, if I am not inter­
rupting my :fiien.fl. from Indiana too much, that the most tl.tn.t can be 
called for here i a <leclamtory act which shall ay to the Commis­
sioner of Pensions that the existing law does not forbid him to go 
back to the certificate. I cannot comprehend how this section which 
bas been read can be construed otherwise; but if there is n.ny doubt, 
_remove that doubt. As the Senator from Vermont says, if we under­
take now, speaking back, to ay that all the e pen ion"> shall be put 
back to the first certificate showing a di ability, it eems to me we 
enter upon a thing which will give great trouble in the end, not only 
to the Commissioner and to the Trea my, but to ourselves. 

Mr. P RATT. I do not rise to protract this debate. I will note sim­
ply one point made by the Senator from New York. If he had read 
the substitute carefully which the committee have adopted in place 
of the House bill, be would have found that the Commissioner does 
not absolutely act upon the report of the examining urgeon and 
necessarily increase the amount of the pension to accord with the 
increased disability, but he must first approve that report of the ex­
amining surgeon before any increase of pension takes place. 

Mr. CONKLING. And yet the words are "that the pension shall 

commence from the date of the examining smgeon's certificate that 
first shows an increased disability." 

.Mr. PRA'l'T. Now read the balance. 
Mr. CONKLING. "But all such surgeons' certificates under w h.ich 

an increase of pension is claimed shall be subject to 1·evision by t ho 
Commissioner of Pensions as contemplated in the act of which this 
is an amendment." 

:Mr. PRATT. Precisely. 
1\fr. CONKLI NG. The effect of which language, as I under taml 

it, is inevitably that although the Commissioner may still determine 
whether an increase of pension shall take place or not, when he does 
thus determine, he is tied up to a certain date of commencement, 
which elate is the date of the first surgeon's certificate that shows 
such increased disability. 

1\fr. PRATT. Certainly, if that certificate is true and meets his 
approval. 

1\lr. CONKLING. There is nothing in the bill that says that. 
Mr. PRATT. However, I shn.ll not oppose the motion of the Sena­

tor from New York to recommit this bill if he thinks that the bill is 
not sufficiently guanled. Does he make that motion Y 

MT. CONKLING. I suggest that it be recommitted, as the Senator 
has no objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York moves 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 
BILLS RECOl\lliTTTED. 

Mr. FERRY, of CounectJ.Cut. I am instructed by the Committee on 
P atents to move to recommit to that committee the bill (S. No. 119) 
for the better security of property in patterns for metal castings. 

The motion was agreed to. 
:Mr. CONKLING. I wish to move that House bill No. 1950, granting 

a pen ion to Betsie Lewis, be recommitted to the Committee on Pen­
sions. _I think I have the as ent of the members of the committee to 
make that motion. It is a bill reported adversely four or five days ago. 

The motion was agreed to. 
11fT. BOGY. I move that House bill No. 294, for the relief of Joab 

Bagley, reported from the Committee on Private Land Claims a few 
days ago, be recommitted to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 
BILLS L~TRODUCED. 

Mr. BUCKINGHAM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 652) conferring exclusive jurisdiction 
over Indian reservations upon the United States courts, and for the 
punishment of crimes by and against Indians; which was read twice 
by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. -

Mr. BOREMAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 653) for the relief of E. Boyd Pendleton , 
late collector of internal revenue, fifth district of Virginia; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOWE asked, ancl by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 654) to extend the time for the completion of 
the railroad from the Saint Croix River or Lake, between sections 
25 and 31, to the west end of Lake Superior and to Bayfield, in the 
Stato of Wiscon in; which was read twice by its title, referred to the 
Committee on Public Ln.nds, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WINDOM asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 655) to enable the Mennonites n·om Ru sia to 
effect permanent settlement on the public lands of the United State ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. INGALLS asked,. and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 656) to incorporate the Colorado Canal and 
Irrigation Company, and for other pnrpo es; which wa read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and orde1~ d 
to be printed. 

CORPORATIONS IN TilE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

:Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I submit an amendment to House 
bill No. 2423, explanatory of an act entitled "An act to provide for 
the creation of corporations in the District of Columbia by general 
ln.w," which came over the other clay and was referred to the Com­
mittee on the Di trict of Columbia. I move that the amenclment be 
printed and refened to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 
ASBURY DICKINS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will report the first 
bill on the Calendar. 

:hfr. WEST. I believe that the first bill on the Calendar is the bill 
for the relief of the legatees of Asbury Dickins, which has ahearly 
occupied the Senate two days in the discussion of it to the excln ion 
of much other matter upon the Calendar; and in order that the Cal­
endar may be proceeded with, I move that that bill lie on the table. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator will not do that. It has oc­
cupied the morning hom for less than twenty minutes altogether and 
in legitimate debate in the morning hour. This morning has been 
entirely wasted in the discu ~ion of a bill which has been sent back 
to the committee. 
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Mr. WEST. If the Chair permits debate on the question, we might 
M well now have it for the two and a half minutes left of the morn­
ing hour. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I shall have to call for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to lay on the table. 

Ur. WEST. I insist on the motion to la,y on the table. 
The PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. The Senator from Louisiana moves 

to lay the bill on the table. 
The motion wa-s not agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. The bill (H. R. No.1580) for the 

relief of the heirs of Asbury Dickins is before the Senate as in Com­
mittee of the Whole. 

1\f.r. PRATT. I wish to submit some remarks to the Senate on the 
merits of the claim, and I cannot do it in the brief space allowed. this 
morning. There is only a minute left. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator from Indiana will be indulged. 
He is one of the minority of the committee that made the report, 
and I hope he will be allowed to make his remarks. They will be 
but a few minutes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Rhode Islancl asks 
unanimous consent that the Senator from Indiana be permitted to 
submit his remarks on this bill without being interrupted by the 
expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not want to object, but there is only one 
minute left of the morning hour. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator from Indiana prefer to go on 
to-day' 

Mr. ANTHONY. Certainly be does. 
Mr. CONKLING. He bas not said so. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The request is that the Senator from 

Ind~ana be permitted to proceed notwithstanding the expiration of 
thE1 morning hour. Is there objection to that propo ition 

Mr. CONKLING. Is that request made by the Senator from Rho<le 
Island or the Senator from Indiana 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I t was made by the Senator from 
Rhode Island. 

l\Ir. CONKLING. If the Senator from Indiana has cho en to speak 
through the Senator from Rhode Island, be bas selected certainly a 
very judicious attorney. 

l\lr. PRATT. I want to be considered simply as bavin(l' the floor, 
so that I can present my news to the Senate in the morning hour 
to-mOlTOW. 

ENROLLED BILL SIG~"'ED . 

A message from the House of Representatives, by l\Ir. LLOYD, its 
Chief Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill (H. R. No. 1923) authorizing the payment of annu­
ities into the trea ury of the Seminole tribe of Indians; and it. was 
thereupon signed by the President p1·o tempore. 

BA...~KI~G AND CURRENCY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning hour having expired, 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re umes the consideration 
of the unfinished business of yesterday, which is the bill (S. Jo. G17) 
to provide for the redemption and reissue of nitecl States notes and 
for free banking. 

.Mr. MERRIMON. I desire to offer a substitute for section 3 of the 
bill, as follows : 

That 6,000,000 in United States notes for circulation, in addition to such circula­
tion now allowed by law, shall be issued to national banldng associations now 
organized, and whicb may be organized hereafter; and such increased circulation 
shall be distributed among the several States as provided in section 1 of the act 
entitled "An a.ct to provide for the redemption of the 3 per cent. temporary­
loan certificates., and for an increase of national-bank notes," approvellJ uly 12, 1870, 

:Mr. CONKLING. May we inquire to what is that offered as an 
amendment~ 

The PRESIDENT 111'0 tempore. A substitute for the third section 
of the bill. 

M:r. CONKLING. May I ask what became of the am'endm{mt of 
the Senator from Illinois [:M.r. LOGA'N] to strike out the third section 
aml put it back with the word "the" inserted at a certain point f 

The PRESIDENT pro tempm·e. The motion of the Senator from 
North Carolina is in order if moved as a motion to amend the propo­
sition of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will state to the Senate my purpose, :mel it is to 
withdraw my amendment to the third section so as to allow the substi­
tute offered by the Sen a tor from North Carolina to be voted ou. I have 
become satisfied that there are a few Senators who have been voting 
with us for an increase of the currency who are not prepared to vote 
for free banking on either of the bases that have been propo eel, and 
those Senators not voting with us leaves the matter so close that it 
might put the bill in jeopardy when it comes into the Senate. For 
that reason I am willing to withdraw my amendment to the thircl 
ection, and am ready to vote for the substitute of the Senator from 

North Carolina, that this question may be ended without further dis­
cussion and without further delay, and the country may at least 1..'"Ilow 
what we intend to do. For that reason I withdraw my amendment 
in favor of the substitute of the Senator from North Carolina. 

The PRESIDENT p1·o tempore. The Senator from lllinois withdraws 
his amendment, and the Senator :(rom North Carolina moves to strike 

out the third section of the bill and insert what has been read in lieu 
thereof. 

:hli. MERRIMON. Let the words be again read. 
The Chief Clerk read the words proposed to be inserted in lieu of 

section 3, as follows : 
That $46,0GO,OOOin notes for circul::l.tion, in addition to such circulation now allowed 

by law, shall be issued to national banking a.ssociations now or,ganized or which may 
he organized hereafter; and such increased circulation shall oe di tributed among 
the several States as pro·dded in section 1 of the ad entitled "An act to provide 
for the redemption of the 3 per cent. temporary-loan certificates, and for an increase 
of national-bank notes," approved July 12, 1870. 

Mr. MORTON. I suggest to the Senator from North Carolina a 
sligut adilition t.o his proposition, in sd'hle such form as this : 

Provided, That the computation of wealth and ,business in each State upon which 
national banking capital is to be apportionerl shall be computed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury on the 1st of January, 1 75, from the best da.ta that can be pro. 
cured. 

Mr. MERRIMON. I intend to accept that suggestion as a part of 
the substitute I offer. · 

The PRESIDENT p1'o tempore. Let it be reduced to writing and 
sent to the desk. Will the Senator from Indiana reduce it to writing' 

Mr. MORTON. I will withdraw the propo ition now and present 
it hereafter in proper form when reducerl to writing. 

Mr. DAVIS. Is any amenclment pending to the amendment of the 
Senator from North Carolina t 

The PRESIDENT pro tempm·e. The Senator from Indiana offered 
an amendment, but asked time to draw it up. 

Mr. MORTON. I withdraw it for tlle present. I will offer it sub­
sequently. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no amenclment pending to 
the amenrlmcnt of the Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer an amendment to that amendment, to 
be addecl thereto : 

Provided, That no interest shall be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury after 
the passage of this act on the bonds which have been or shall be deposited in the 
Trea ury to secure the circulation of any banking a sociation, except on the excess 
of the par value of such bonus over the avera11:e circnlationof such as ociation during 
the current year, while such bonds shall remain on deposit in the Treasury to 
secure such circulation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The PRESIDENT p1'0 tempm·e. The question recurs on the amend­

ment of the Senator from North Carolina. 
Mr. DAVIS. I offer the following as a substitute for that amend­

ment of the Senator from North Carolina. I move to strike out all 
of hi amendment after the word "that," and insert the following: 

So much of tl1e act entitled "An act to provide for the redemption of the 3 per 
c nt. t.emporar -loan certificates, and for an increase of national-bank not.es," as 
pronues that no circulation sltall be withllrawn, under the provisions of section € 
of ai<l act., until after tl.te ~.four millions granted in section 1 of said act shall 
have be n taken np, is hereby repealed; anu itsllall be the duty of the Comptroller of 
the Currency, nnller the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, to proceed forth· 
with to carry into execution the provisions of section 6 of said act; and to enable 
him to do so, he i hereby authorized and required, from time to time, a needed for 
the execution of the said section, to make requis"tions upon each of the national 
banks described in said section, organized in States having an exce s of circulation, 
to withdraw an<l return so much of their circulation aa by said act may be appor­
tioned to be '\Yitbdrawn from them, or, in lieu thereof, to deposit in the Treasury of 
the nited State lawful money sufficient to reueem such circulation, and upon the 
return of the circulation required, or the dl'posit of lawful money, as herein pro­
vided, a TJroportionate amount of the bonds held to secure the circulation of such 
as ociation as shall make such return or deposit shall be surrendered to it. 

That npon the fai.Lure of the national banks upon which requisition for circula­
tion shall uc made, or of aJiy of them, to return the amount required, or to deposit 
in the Treasur.v la.wfnl mone.v to reueem the circulation required, within thirty 
davs, the Umoptrollcr of tbe Currency sball at once sell, as provided in section 49 
of 'the national currency act appro>cu J nne 3, 1864, bomls held to secure the redtiiDP· 
tion of tho ci.rcula.tion of the association or associations which shall so fail, to an 
amount sufficient to redcom the circulation required of such association or associa­
tions, and with the procceus, which shall be deposited in the Treasm·y of the United 
State , so much of the circulation of uch as ociation or as ociations sh!ill. be re· 
ucemed as will eqnal the amount required and not returned; anu if there be any 
excP-ss of proceeds over the amount required for such redemption, it shall be 
returned to the association or a ociations whose bonds shall have been sold. .And 
it shall be the duty of the Trea m·er, assista.nt treasurers, designated depositaries, 
and national-bank depositarie of the United States, (who sha1l ue kept informed 
by the Comptroller of the Currency of such a sociations as shall fail to return circn· 
lation or to rleposit lawful money as required,) to assort and return to the Treasury 
for redemption the notes of such as ociations as shall come into their hands until 
the amormt required shall be redeemed. 

That from ant.l after the passage of tbis act it shall be lawful for the Comptroller 
of the CniTency to issue circulating notes in the manner and proportion now pro­
vided by law, to a sociations organized or to be or~anized in those States and Terri­
tories having less than their proportion of circulation, under an apportionment made 
on tl.te ba is of population and of wealth, as shown by the returns of the census of 
1870: Provided, That the whole amount of circulation issued to such banking asso­
ciation , and withllrawn and redeemed from banking associations under the pro· 
vision of this act, shall not exceed .,.50,000,000, and that such circulation shall from 
time to time be withrhawn and redeenied only as it shall be necessary to supply 
banks in tho e States having le s than their apportionment. 

This amendment offered by me is precisely the bill reported by the 
Committee on l!mance originally transferring ·25,000,000 from the 
States having an exce to the States West and South that have 
less than their proportion un4er the act of July 12, 1870, with • 
this exception, that I have sh'icken out" twenty-five" and inserted 
"fifty," so as to transfer $50,000,000 from the States having an 
exce s to the States having le than their proportion. The amend­
ment of tl,le Senator from North Carolina adds $461000,000 to the 

• 
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pre ent volume of national-bank currency. By the amendment 
which I offer it is propo ed to give the South aud the We t-and 
to this point I call the attention of Senator from the Sonth and 
"\Vest-more than the a.mendment of the enator from North Caro­
lina. It will give an additional. circulation to the South and Wet 
of 4,000,000 over and above the propo ition of the Senator from 
North Carolina, so that I cannot see how the South and West can 
object to it, inasmuch as they get more by this amendment. 

.l\Ir. :MERRil\ION. lay I ask the Senator from West Virginia. a 
question' 

.Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 
Mr. MERRIM01. . How much circulation will it add to the 

country~ 
.Mr. DAVIS. It will give to the country that my friend is from a,nd 

to all ot.her parts of the cotmtry that waut adilitional ba.nking circu­
lation , 4,000,000 more than he a ks for in his amendment. 

.Ur. IERRIMON. How much will it add to the gene1·al circula­
tion of the whole cotmtry ¥ 

l\h. DAVIS. I will answer in a moment. If my friend is legisla.ting 
for New England and not for his own section of country, then he is 
right in opposing this amendment; but if he is legislating to advance 
the interests of his own people, and if the rest of the gentlemen who 
represent the South and West are doing the same, then this amend­
ment is to their advantage. My friend asks me how much it adds to 
the circulation of the entire cotmtry. He knows that as well as I 
can tell him. His desire is to call the attention of the Senate to it, I 
suppose, but I presume there no Senator here who doe not know the 
answer to that question. He a.nd I represent a constituency omewbat 
alike. They say they want more bank circulation; they want facili­
ties which they cannot baveunderthepresent bank act. The amend­
ment I offer will give them more than the amendment of the Senator 
from North Carolina by $4,000,000. It is plain to me that there is 
sufficient banking circulation now in the countl·y. What is wanted 
is to have it properly distributed and properly located. 

We have agreed to add $44,000,000 to the circulation of legal-tender 
notes. Now I propose to take from those States that have a very 
large excess of bank circulation ., 50,000,000 of that exce and tran fer 
it to the States that have less than they are lawfully entitled to under 
the act of July 12, 1870. In that act Senators from the North a.nd 
South and from the East and West, as I am told, for I wa not here 
at the time, agreed that there shonld be a transfer on the ba is of the 
census of 1870. I t wru agreed by the Senate generally that the North 
and East bad more ban1dng capital than they wereentitle<l to on the 
lm i of population and wealth, and that part of it should be tran -
ferred to the South and We t . Now I propose in this amenrl.ment to 
carry out in good faith the act of Jnly 12, 1870, and it will give to 
the section of the country where I live and where thew st rn and 
southern members live more than the propo ition of the Senator from 
North Carolina. Therefore I hope it will bo adopted. I think it is 
j nst. 

Mr. MORRILL, of l\Iaine. Does my honoraule friend understand 
that it is nece sary, to carr~ out the act of 1870, which provided for 
a redi tribution of 25,000,000, now to increase it to 50,000,000 1 

l.Ir. D.A. VIS. No, sir. 
J'!Ir. MORRILL, of 1\faine. Good faith would not require that. 
Ur. D VIS. Good faith would require that the East and the 

North hould tran fer $25,000,000 to the South a,nd the We t. That 
is the law to-thoy. The only reason it has not been canied out is that 
the Comptroller of the Currency, instead of following the words the 
law uses, "when it is taken np," says he is waiting until all is issued 
of the $54,000,000 additional. I propo e a trallRfer of . 50,000,000, 
bccanse I believe it is jnst that the South antl West should have 
$50,000,000 instead of $23,000,000. 

Mr. l\IORRILL, of Maine. I should like to mn.ke n, further inquiry 
of the Senator. The Senate ha.s agreed to an augmentation of the · 
lcgal-temlers by au is~m~ of 44,000,000 more. Now, will adiling this 
$50,000,000 be satisfactory to thoso sections to whlch the $GO,OUO,OOO 
~~~~®I • 

.Mr. DAVIS. What is the question T 
l\lr. MORRILL, of Ma.ine. This })roposition i to give those com­

munitie more currency. Is this done on the .idea that ha.ving don 
it, this will be a.tisfactory to tho communitie 

Ir. DA. VIS. I believe it woulcl be to a gTeat extent. There are 
some gentlemen who differ with me, however. My impression i that 
it would be ju t t.o them. They ought to have it, and therefore I am 
in hopes that the Senators North and South will agr e to it. 

1\Ir. LOGAN. If the Senn.tor from West Virginia will a.llow me, I 
wish to understand this proposition. I want to discuss nothing this 
morning; I want to vote; bot if I understand the uropo i.tion, it i , 
instead of increasino· the bank currency $4G,OOO,OOO,~ to transfer from 

• the North and East $so 000,000 of what they n.lready hn.ve, and it doe 
not incren.se the currency a dollar. That is the proposition, is it not f 

l\fr. D VIS. Th North and Ea t have to-day--
111r. LOGAN. I understand what they have. I only a. k the qnes­

• tion. 
Mr. DA. VIS. I prefer to answer in my own wn.y. 
Mr. LOGAN. I ask if this i not a tra.nsfer in ·teau of an increase 

of the currency 
Mr. DAVIS. The Senator i rio·ht about that, as be knows. But 

the North and East have now 124,000,000 of b.:mk circulation in , 

• 

exce s of what they are entitled to 1mder the act of July 12, 1870. 
Out of that $124,000,000 I propo e to transfer $50,000,000 to the South 
and We t. That is the whol~ of it. 

fr. LOGAN. We do not want it that way. Let ns vote. 
Mr. SCHURZ. The Senator from Illinois says that this does not 

mean an increase of the currency but a transfer of the cnnency. 
The circumstance that it does not mean an increa13e of the currency 
recommends it to my vote. I do not like to vote for a measure of 
this sort at all; but since we have always been told that we are 
resisting accommodations to be ~iven to the West and South, we de­
sire to ;how to the Senate now that we do not resist any such mea­
ure at all. What we do re ist is an increase of the currency without 
an efficient sy tern of redemption. I shall therefore vote for this 
measure, although it does not in every respect meet my views. 

The PRESIDENT pro temp01·e. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from West Virginia to the amendment of the Senator 
from North Carolina,. 

l\fr. DAVIS. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
1\fr. THUR11A.N. As I understand, the Senator from West Virginia. 

offers this as a substitute for the amendment of the Senator from North 
Carolina.; not a an n.ddition to it, but striking it out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempo1'e. The motion is strike out a,nd in ert, 
as the Chair understand . 

Mr. ANTHONY. I under tand the effect of this amendment is to 
transfer $50,000,000 from the States that have an excess of their pro­
por ion to the State that are below their proportion, and to make no 
a<lilition to the currency1 Is that the proposition' 

Mr. DAVIS. That i it. 
l\1r. BORE1\1A.N. I regard this proposition as a cheat and :1 delu­

sion. The eftort of what has been the majority on almost every 
vote here bas been to increase the banking capita.l and circulatiort of 
the country. They believe that such an increa e is needed for the 
business of the country, and they believe that a large majority of the 
people of the country demand such an increase. The propo ition now 
submitted, a is understood by every one here, is not an increa e of 
the banking capital or circulation one cent. It is an eftort to take from 
these States that now have banks establi hed and have more than 
their proportion of circulation tmder exi ting law, and are tra,n act­
ing their bu iness upon that circulation, a portion of it and transfer 
it to those States that have le s than their proportion. 

Now, sir, tho e with whom I am acting on thi floor propo enational 
legislation. They do not propose to anay one action of this country 
against another; they do not propose to impair the intere t of one 
se~tion for the benefit of another ; but believing that an increa, e of 
tho bank capital and circulation is a nece sity, without interfering 
with the existing state of thing to the prejudice of any section of the 
country, we wish to give that increa e and to afford facilities to our 
constituents for the transaction of their business. This is in obedi­
ence, in my judgment, to the will of the people of this country. We 
are here, as I understand, to expres that will. I suppose every gen­
tleman believes that he is expres ing what he regards as the will of 
hi constituents, and is doing that which is best for the people of the 
country at large. 

Now, sir, I cannot under tand the tactics of my colleague on this 
floor in regard to the ~Deasure now before the Senate. I have not inter­
fer d in this business; I have been content to vote on the various 
propositions submitted, believing as I do that my constituents demand 
an increa e of ctu-rency, not a transfer from other States. They ru:e 
not controlled by such narrow and contracted views. They do not 
wish to impair the business efficiency and success of any particular sec­
tion of this country; but they act upon broad national grounds, anfl 
believing that it is demanded, they "\\"'ish an increase of the banking 
capital and circulation of this country so that they may transact their 
bu ine with facility. 

I say, sir, th!lt I do not understand my colle11gue. Ye terday l1 e 
offered a proposition here to increase the banking circulation mom 
than '110,000,000, and to-clay he opposes a proposition to increa e it 

4G,OOO,OOO by an effort by indirection to substitute a propo ition 
imply to transfer instead of increasing the banking circulation of 

the country. These two movements cannot be reconciled. Th y 
are incon. ist nt. It is a sort of tactic that I cannot comprehend. I 
think there ought to b orne consistency. I took great plea nre yes­
tenlay in voting for the proposition offered by my colleague to increa e 
the banking capital of this country by more tha,n 110,000,000; but I 
cannot go with him to-day in this side effort to defeat the proposition 
to increase 46,000,000. 

We have een that every proposition that has been offered here, ex­
cept this one of the Senator from North Carolina, to increa e the cap­
ital and circulation 46,000,000, has been defeated; and the friends of 
an increase of circulation have therefore come to the conclusion that 
the be t they can do is to support the proposition of the Senator from 
North Carolina. Theybelieve theycancarrytbat proposition through 
the Sena.te. I believe so. I am satisfied of it from the vote that 
ha e been taken. But beyond that we cannot hope for succe . 
Then why offer other propo itions Y When we were about to approach 
a vote on the 46,000,000 increase, when everybody seemed to be will­
ing a.nd ready to take that vote, here comes in this other delusive 
propo ition in order to defeat the success of an increaae of the bank­
ing capital of the country . 
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Mr. President, I am satisfied that a large majority of the people of 
West Virginia, whom I have the honor in part to represent here, 
demand an increase of the banking capital; not that it be taken from 
New England or elsewhere. They do not wish to create sectional 
j ealousies and unkindness. On the contrary, they wish to cultivate 
friendly relations with all sections. They wish New England to 
make the mogt of the capital they have, but they wish to be them­
selves supplied with the requisite facilities for the transaction of 
business. Because our friends from New England here, by their votes 
and their course, do not aid us in securing what we desire, we are 
not, therefore, to be controlled by a narrow and contracted course and 
attempt to impair their business relations; but we expect to be able 
to overcome the opposition of our friends; we at least hope to do so, 
and I think if we may be now allowed to vote we shall show to our 
friends on the other side and to the country that we are able to ap­
proach something like what is just to the business interests of the 
country, and increase the banking capital to the amount of 46,000,000, 
at least, if we can do no more. The country demands it, in my judg­
ment; the business of the country demands it. 

All this talk about inflation is a scarecrow. Its only effect can be 
to delude and deceive. I do not mean to say that that is the purpose 
of Senators, but it must have that effect if it has any at all. Grown­
up men who have lived to maturity in this country, and have partici­
pated in business transactions, are not to be frightened out of their 
propriety by this talk of inflation, "a sea of irredeemable paper with­
out shore or bottom," and all that sort of stuff. Vif e think we know 
what we need; we think we know what we are doing; and we are 
going to go as near to that thing as we can; that is, if we cannot get 
free banking, which I believe is the true policy of the country, we 
will take the next best thing and we will increase the banking capital 
$46,000,000. Free banking would relieve the present system of na­
tional banks from the charge of monopoly, which is the most potent 
complaint against it. 

Now, sir, I advise the friends of an increase of banking circulation 
not to be deluded or deceived by the proposition offered by my col­
league to transfer circulation from New England to the South and 
West, but to vote it down ancl come to the pract.ical proposition which 
will, without any unkindness, without irritation, without injustice 
or unfairness to any, give us what we need :md what our constituents 
wish. 

1r. DAVIS. I shall not reply to what my colleague bas said in 
referring to the amendment that I have offered as 1' a cheat and a de­
lusion." The proposition which I present is a measure which was 
reported by the Committee on Finance at this session, the only change 
I have made being to increase from $25,000,000, as proposed by them, 
to $50,000,000, the amount to be transferred from the North and East 
to the South and West. If there is any "cheat and delusion," there­
fore, it must have come from that committee; but I deem such re­
marks unworthy of reply. 

It is true, as be has sa,id, (and that was a le~itimate argument,) that 
I voted yesterday for an increase of "' llO,OOu,OOO. I did so vote. It 
is well known to all Senators that at the time I offered the amend­
ment to increase the national-bank circulation $110,000,000, which 
would be the result on the basis of Pennsylvania, there was then 
p ending a proposition for $280,000,000 additional circulation. That is 
the explanation of the proposition for an increase of $110,000,000 
which was voted for by my colleague and by myself yesterday. 

As to the a~t of 1870, I shall not call it ''a cheat and a delusion." 
I believe my colleague was here at the time it was passed, and for 
aught I know he voted for it. I cannot say whether he did or not; 
but it is very probable that he did, and now he terms it "a cheat and 
a delusion." I shall say no more. 

Mr. BORE~1AN. That was aU right. · I do not know whether I 
voted for it or not ; veTy likely I did; and if we cannot get anything 
else here, if our friends from New England will not allow us to pass 
a.nything else, we may ultimately take that now; but in the present 
status of the matter pending here this proposition is calculated to 
cripple and mislead and defeat what the friends of the increase of 

. circulation are aflier; that is, to give us more bank circulation. The 
vote in 1870 has nothing to do with the exact status of the proposition 
now before us. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from West Virginia 
has spoken ten minutes. 

Mr. FERRY, of Connecticut. 1\Ir. President, I am not, like the 
Senat-or from West Virginia farthest from me [Mr. DAVIS,] legislating 
either for the West or the South or New Enghtnd, but for the whole 
country; and in considering what is best to be done with regard to 
this amendment I try to consider the interests of the whole country. 
I can conceive of nothing in a financial point of view so disastrous 
to the interests of the whole country as any expansion of the cur­
rency; so that if upon the preRentation of this substitute there was 
an absolute certn.inty that we had got to have either a transfer of 
national-bank currency to the amount of $50,000,000 from the Eastern 
to the 'Vestern a,nd Southern States on the one hand, or an expan­
sion of the currency to the amount of $46,000,000 on the other hand, I 
would vote to make the transfer. It would be a less evil than the 
expansion. But no such absolute alternative is as yet presentAd to 
us; and, therefore, upon the present substitute I shall vote as I bel \eve 
to be right upon the question itself; and believing that such a trn.nsfer 
would be a violation of good faith in the object it attempted to ac-
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complish, and, in the second place, a financial a,bsurdity in itself, I 
shall vote again t it in the present stage of the bill, and shall not 
vote for it under any circumstances until such an alternative is pre­
sented as I have indicated. 

The PRESIDING . OFFICER, (Mr. SARGENT in the chair.) The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from West Virginia 
[1\Ir. DAVIS] to the amendment of the Senator from North Carolina., 
1\fr. fERRDION. 

1\.lr. BUCKINGHAM . . Let the amendment be reported again. 
l\fr. LOGAN. It is very long. It is merely a provision for a trans­

fer of circulation from the East to the West and South. 
1\fr. BUCKINGHAM:. I will not ask for the reading of it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Upon this question the yea~ and 

nays have been ordered. 
The Chief Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SAULSBURY, (when fr. BAYARD's name was called) said: I 

desire to announce that my colleague [l\fr. BAYARD] is sick and un­
able to be in the Senate. He is paired, however, with the Senator 
from North Carolina, Mr. RANSOM. 

1\fr. BUCKINGHA.M, (when his name was called.) On this question 
I am paired with the Senator from 1\Iaryland, Mr. DEID."'IS. I sup­
pose he would vote "nay." If I were at liberty to vote I should vote 
11 yea;" choosing this as a lesser evil t.han expansion. 

1\fr. MORRILL, of Maine, (when his name was called.) On tbj.s 
and all kindred questions I am paired with the Senator from Rhode 
I sland, Mr. SPRAGUE. If he ·were here he would vote 11 nay," I am 
ad vised; and I should vote :'yea." 

Mr. RANSO~f, (when his name was called.) On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from DelawaJ'e, Mr. BAYARD, who is detained 
at home by sickness. 

Mr. SCOTT, (when his name was called.) To avoid repetition I de­
sire to say that wherever I have not voted on the bill I have consid­
ered myself paired with my colleague, [1\Ir. CAMERON.] !should vote 
"yea" on this proposition. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced­
yea~ 20, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS-Messrs. Anthoily, Conkling, Cooper, Cra!dn, Davis, Fenton, Freling· 
huysen, Hager, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of ~exas, Hamlin, .Tones, Kelly. 
MoiTill of Vermont, Sargent, Saulsbury, Schurz, Sherman, Thurman, and Wad· 
leigh-20. 

NAYS-Messrs. Allison, Bogy, Boreman, Carpenter, Clayton, Conover, Ferry 
of Connecticut, Fen-y of Michigan, Goldthwaite, Gordon, Harvey, Hitchcock, In­
galls, Johnston, Lewis, Lorran, McCreery, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morton, Norwood, 
O~lesby, Patterson, Pea-se,"Pratt, Ramsey, Robertson, Spencer, Tipton, West, and 
Windom-:n. 

ABSENT-Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boutwell, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cam­
eron, Chandler, Dennis, Dorsey~-, Edmunds, Flanagan, Gilbert, Howe, Morrill of 
Maine, Ransom, Scott, Sprague, i::itevenson, Stewart, Stockton, and Wright-21. 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now recurs on the 

amendment of the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. MERRI.!"\iON,] to 
strike out the third section and insert a substitute; which will be 
read. 

The Chief Clerk read the words to be inserted., as follows : 
That forty -six: millions in notes for circulation, in addition to such circulation now 

allowed by law, shall be issued to national banking as ociations now organized and 
which may be organized hereafter; and such increased circulation shall be distributed 
among the several States as provided in section 1 of tho act entitled "An act t-o 
provitle for the redemption of the3 per cent. temporary-loan certificates, anti for an 
increase of national-bank notes," approved .July 12, 1870. 

l\Ir. HOWE. ~Ir. President, I indica,ted a. purpose last evening to 
vote for a proposition to put free banking on the bill as it stands ; and 
it may be remembered by some that I attempted to justify such a vote 
upon the ground that I thought free banking in itself was a proper 
thing, and if inserted upon a proper bill would be quite satisfa-ctory 
to me. I intimated that possibly if it was put on this bill, unless the 
bill was largely modified, I should not vote for the bill. 

Here is a proposition to put, not free banking on the bill, but a 
new restriction upon banking. As I do not like restricted banking, 
I am not very strongly induced to vote for this proposition, because 
I object to the bill as it stands and to the amendment that is offered. 
I do not like the proposition moved, because it is a new restriction 
upon banking. I do not like the bill upon which you put it, because 
that bill provides for an iucrease of the greenback circulation. 

I have taken occasion to say several times during this long winter 
that there were communities here and there in the United States 
which asked, which required, additional banking facilities. I have 
said thn.t there was capital ready to furnish those facilities if your 
law would allow them to be furnished. I should be glad to offer those 
facilities. I should be glad to see that law so modified. But, 1\Ir. 
President, when we have another bank in the United States I wa.nt 
it to he a real bank; I want it to do the whole duty of a bank, a full­
breasted, full-grown bank. If we have got to do business _with cor­
porations like those that now exist, corporations which we have got 
to sit up with nights and feed with greenback broth, I do not want 
an:v more of them. 

1\Ir. THUR~IAN. Mr. President, I shall vote for the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina without at all committing myself to 
vote for the bill if that amendment be adopted, for if we are to have 
a bill of expansion without one single feature in it which looks like 
ever coming back to a sound basis for the currency, I shall vote against 
any such thing. But I can vote for this amendment, reserving the 
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right to vote against the bill unless something shall be put into it 
which looks like saving us from a wholly irredeemable paper cur­
rency; and I can vote for it for this rea on : We have had various 
propositions of inflation here; we have already agreed to inflate the 
greenba-ck currency by the sum of $44,000,000. That is fixed. Then 
we had a proposition to inflate the national-bank cuiTencyon the basis 
of the State of Maine, which I believe would inflate between two hun­
dred and sixty and two hundred and eighty mi Ilion dollars; then on the 
basis of the State of Pennsylvania, which would inflate by the sum 
of 120,000,000 or thereabouts; then on the basis of the State of New 
York, which would inflate by the sum of $110,000,000. And now, if 
I may judge by what is said by one of the leaders of the inflationists, 

. they have concluded to come down to the inflation proposed by the 
Senator from North Carolina, $46,000,000. 

\Veil, I must say that this debate has not been without its effect, 
and that some good at lea~t has r e ulted from it, when it has brought 
them down from $260,000,000 or 280,000,000 to the modest sum, in 
comparison with what has been heretofore urged, of $46,000,000. I 
can therefore vote to put that in the bill, reserving, as I said, my right 
to vote against the bill unless something shall be done town.rd pre­
venting this country from being flooded for all time with a wholly 
irredeemable currency. 

Sir, I derive some little consolation from the fact that the friends 
oi this inflation, who see all the benefits that Heaven itself can be­
stow upon earth in an inflation of the currency, have so far rectified 
their views that they seem now to be willing to take one-sixth of 
what the da-y before yesterclay or yesterday seemed to be their idea 
of what was necessary to cover this whole country with prosperity. 

While I am on this subject I wish to say that I am very apprehen­
sive that if this measure pass it will not have the effect which the 
mover of it expects. I certainly as much a any one wish to see the 
South and West benefited; I wish to see every part of the Union 
benefited; but I know that there are peculiar reasons why the 
southern part of this country should have the fostering care of the 
Government. No one feels those rea ons more strongly than myself. 
But when we come to consider what will be the practical effect of 
this amendment should it be carried and become a law, I must con­
fess that it appears to me that the South will probably derive very 
little benefit under it if the Comptroller of the Currency will be 
obliged to award banking facilities to the States that are deficient 
according to the degree of their deficiency. 

Let us see what are the deficient States. That which is the most 
deficient is the State of !tfissouri. H er deficiency is ,9 3,000, or in 
round numbers 9,000,000. Then comes the State of California, with 
~?,300,000; t~en Wiscons~, $?,~00,~0~} leave out the h~mdreds; then 
IT ennessee, ~,300,000; !tfissi.Ssippi, ~,000,000; ~or~1~, $4,600,000; 
North Carolina, $4,600,000; Alabama, $4,200,000; V1rguua, 4,100,000; 
Texas, $3·,700,000; Arkansa , $2,900,000. I need not read further. 

Now, what is the Comptroller of the CuiTency to do . The total 
amount of deficiency is $80,000,000. It is proposed to take $46,000,000 
and give that to the States, pursuant to the provisions of the first 
section of the n.ct of July 12, 18i0, to provide for the redemption of 
the three per cents. How is he to distribute, I want to know' By what 
standard is he to distribute f Is he to fix an arbitrary standard of 
some State, and say that no State shall have any banking fa.cilities 
until the State of :Missouri has the full amount according to that 
standard which he shall adopt-some standard which bearsaboutthe 
same relation that $46,000,000 does to $ 0,000,000; for the deficiencies 
which I read are deficiencies which aggregate $BO,OOO,OOO 'f Shall he 
take some standard such as the proportion that forty-six bears to 
eiO"hty, and say that no State shall have any currency untill\-Iis.~ouri, 
where the deficiency is greatest, shall have arrived up to that stand­
ard, and so on going step by step u~til all the deficient States have 
come up to that standard, or going a year withou~ it have, under the 
provisions of this act, been deemed to refuse it f I do not undor~tand 
from this amendment how the distribution is to be made ; but if that 
shall be the distribution, my friends from the South will have to wait 
perhaps a long time before they get this addition of currency which 
they expect. Bnt t.hat is their lookout. I only mention it for the 
purpose of showing that if they want t o h ave that relief down South 
which they say they need so much, they will perhaps have to find 
some other machinery in addition to that which is provided by this 
amendment. 

Mr. MORTON. I do not care to cliscuss this question. I only say 
that the distribution will be apportioned among all the States in defi­
ciency according to their deficiency. Of course it is not enough to 
meet all the deficiency. I wish it was more; but I ask a vote. 

M:r. BUCKINGHAM:. I have no doubt many sections of the coun­
try will be disappointed if they antiuipate banking facilitie and cur­
rency as it is propo ed to have them eli tributed by this amendment. 
I believe it is true that money cannot go except where it is purchased 
by property. I understood some weeks since that the Senator from 
Georgia, [ 1r. GoRDO~,] in speaking of the wants and neces ities of 
Georgia, said that Georgia wa~ poor. I am very sorry it is so; but I 
doubt not it is true, or he would not have stated it. Now I ask, if 
Georgia is poor, what object is i t for any man or any association of 
men to go and establish a bank there where there is only poverty' 

The honorable Senator said, if I remember aright, that when cot­
ton was worth there but ten cents per pound they could not get 
money enough to move it and to buy it. I have no doubt it was true, 

and I believe that if the people there had any property to buy money 
with, if the doors should be opened so that men who have money could 
send it there and move the cotton, they would do it. But the object of 
the Senator was to show that they needed banking facilities and could 
offer inducements for them, and those inducements were grounded 
fu·st upon poverty! 

He said another thing, that the men who boiTowed money there 
paid 1~ per cent. a month, and that compounded Gvery thirty days 
JUade 1t perhaps equal to 24 per cent. a year. I ask how long a capi­
talist will loan his money at 24 per cent. per annum 'f I think it is 
perfectly cle-ar that ina much as capital is shy, is timid, the Senator 
from Georgia would find it very difficult to win capital by such state­
ments as he has made, so as to have it located for banking f acilities 
in his State. I say this, regretting as I do that they have not greater 
means, becallSe I believe it illustrates what they will find true if this 
bill shall pa s, that their expectations will not be realized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina, [ Ir. MERRDWN,] to strike out 
the third section of the bill and insert a substitute. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I shall vote against this amendment for sev­
eral rea ·ons. 

First, I believe we have already too much currency in the country. 
There is too great a eli crepancy between the amount of gold coin in 
the country and the volume of circulation. I believe it to be un wi e 
and injudiciollS to increa e that discrepancy ; and for that reason, 
if there were no other, I should be compelled to vote against this 
amendment. 

I am awn.re that the people of the South and West complain that 
they have not a fair proportion of the circulating medium in their 
mitlst; but when the proposition to-day was made to distribute 

50,000,000 now engaged in banking capital in the East among the 
Southern and Western States, almost every friend of inflation fr<;>m 
either of tho e ections recorded his vote against that distribution 
which they hau heretofore claimed to be necessary and to be equitable. 
Therefore, if the failure of this mea ure in practice, if the increase of 
the circulating medium should still leave the West and the South 
destitute of banking capital, the responsibility must rest and ought 
to rest ex:Glusively on the Senators from tho e sections of the conn try 
which have refused it and recorded their votes in opposition to it. 

But, sir, I am oppo ed to this increase of the national banking 
ch·culation for another reason. It is a proposition to pension upon 
the Treasury of the United States , 46,000,UOO of additional capital. 
There are 400,000,000 of property of the rich men of the country now 
pensioned upon the Treasury of the United States, and tho e capi­
talists ru-e drawing from the Treasury of the United States the inter­
est of their capital. That Treasury is supplied by taxation upon the 
people of this country. The industries of the country are taxed 
and the benefit of that taxation conferred on the shareholders in the 
national banks ; and this proposition is to increase the list of t.he e 
pensioners upon the public Treasury. Against that I shall record my 
vote now, henceforth, and forever, whenever the proposition may 
come up. 

But, sir, I shall vote ag::tinst this whole bill. I shall vote against 
it whether this amendment is a-dopted or rejected, because the first 
provision of this bill now proposes to increase the legal-tender circu­
lation of the United States. Sir, I believe there never wa any power 
in Congress to make paper promises a legal tender. With that con­
viction resting upon my mind, notwithstanding the decision of the 
Supreme Court -of the United States in that regard, I cannot vote 
and n9 vote of mine shall ever be given to issue further paper money 
as legal tenders. Nothing but coin ought to be regarded a a legal 
tender in this country; and that paper legal tender which has been 
made by act of Congre sis not to-day worth exceeding eighty-seven 
cents on the dolln.r. The people of this country are compelled as be­
tween themselves to accept it-to exchange their property for it at its 
face value. It is made a legal tender by law . . If I owe a debt to yon, 
sir, or to any one, it matters not when the debt was created or how 
h onestly I may have promised to pay every dollar that I owe you, I 
can t ake this legal-tender currency and can tender it to you in p::ty­
ment of the debt and you are bound to r eceive it. The propo lt ion 
in thi bill to increase the volume of the legal-tender note of his 
country, so that men c::tn take advantage of it and pay their doLts 
with a les amount than they ought to pay, shall never be carried out 
by any vote of mine. I therefore shall vote not only against the pend­
ing propo it ion, bnt against the bill, whether the amendment becomes 
a part of it or not. 

Mr. MORTON. I ask for the yeas and nays on the pending amend­
ment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The PRESIDL.~G OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 

of the Senator from North Carolina [.Mr. MERRHIOJ: ] to strike out the 
third section and insert the matter that has been rea-d by the Secre-
tary. _ 

The Chief Clerk proceeded to 9all the roll. 
Mr. BUCKINGHAM, (when his name was called.) On this que -

tion I am paired with the Senator from M.aryland, Mr. DE~TNI . If 
he were present he wonld undoubtedly vote for this amendment, and 
I should vote against it. And I take this occasion to Ray that on all 
these questions I am for the pre ent pa-ired with him. 

1\I.r. :FLANAGAN, (when his name was called.) I suppose that I am 
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paired with the Senator from Tennessee, :ur. BROWNLOW. I regret 
it very much. If he were present I should vote "nay," :1Ild he would 
vote " yea." I may make the same statement as to all other questions 
pertaining to this bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN, (when the name of l\fr. MORRILL of Maine, wa called.) 
I wish to say on behalf of my colleague, who is absent, that he is paired 
with the gentleman from Rhode Island, l\fr. SPRAGUE. If be were 
present he would vote "nay," ancl the Senator :from Rhode Island 
"yea." 

1\fr. RANSOM, (when his name was called.) On this question I 
alli paired with the gentleman from Delaware, l\fr. llAYAnDl and on 
all questions connected with this bill during the day. If he were 
present he would vote "nay" and I should vot-e "yea" on this amend­
ment. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced-yeas 
33, nays 19; as follows: 

YEAS-Messrs. Allison, Bo~, Boreman. Carpenter, Clayton, Conover, Davis• 
Ferry of Michi.,.u.n, Goldthwaite, Gordon, Harvey, Hitchcock, Ingalls, Johnston• 
Lowis,. Logan, McCreery, Merrimon, Mitchell, Morton, Norwood, Oglesby, Pat· 
terson, Pease, Pratt, R:J,msey, Robertson, Sherman, Spencer, Thurman, Tipton, 
West, and Windom-33. 

NAYS-Messrs. Anthony, Boutwell, Chandler, Conkling, Cooper, Cragin, F erry 
of Connecticut, Frelinghuysen, Hager, Hamilton of Ma-ryland, Hamilton of Texas, 
Hamlin, Jones, Kelly, Morrill of Vermont, Sargent, Saulsbury, Stewart, and Stock­
ton-19. 

ABSENT-Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, Dennis, 
Dorsey, Edmunds, Fenton, Flanagan, Gilbert, Howe, Morrill of Maino, Ransom, 
Schurz, Scott, Sprague, Stevenson, Wadleigh, and Wl'ight-20. 

So the amendment of Mr. l\iERRil\:ION was agreed to. 
l\fr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I offer the following amendment, to come 

in after the first section : 
The surplus revenues of the Government shall be used for the purpose of accu­

mulatin.,. coin in the Treasury, until the Secretarv of the Treasury shall be enabled 
thereby to redeem United States notes in coin w'hen presented; 'but this shall not 
prevent the Secretary of the Trer.sury from selling gold sufficient to meet all de­
mands on the Treasm:y which are payable in currency over and above currency re­
ceipts, and to keep on hand a proper cash lla.lanco for that purpose, and to retil'e 
such notes as may be required by this act to be retired. 

The Senate has voted to increase the green backs $44,000,000, and we 
have just voted for an increase of the national currency by $46,000,000. 
We have the paper circulation up to · 00,000,000 of the two classes; 
and, as is suggested, the fractional currency is to be added. The prop­
osition I submit is that the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized 
to retain the surplus revenue of the Government as a fund for the 
redemption of the greenbacks. It is the mildest proposition that can 
be put, if we mean to do anything to keep our pledges. We have 
heard it stated repeatedly in the Senate that the people of the coun­
try dema,ncl the increase of currency. Mr. President, the people were 
once tested. After the· exigencies of the war were over appeals were 
made from various sources to induce the people to throw off the toil­
some payment of what was termed an oppressive debt. Then the 
nation showed its· true greatness, for the people all over the land, 
stalwart men with brawny arms anu with the sweat-drops of labor 
on their brow, sent forth the decree that the faith and honor of the 
country should be inviolate; :md they sent representatives here to 
carry out that decree, and those representatives placed upon the 
record, there to remain, if fulfilled, to the honor, and if repudiated to 
the dishonor, of this country forever, this sacred promise : "The United 
Status solemnly pledges its faith to make provision at the earliest 
practicable period for the redemption of the United States notes in 
coin." 

A, proposition was m:1de here, and is now renewed, to retain the 
accumulations of our surplus revenue in order to create a fund for the 
redemption of our promises, and we were told that the nation was too 
poor; that it was impossible to do anything. Sir, if we had shown 
the same want of resolution when the existence of t.his country was 
threatened we should to-day ha:ve had no nation to legislate about. 
When a proposition was made that those who held the notes of the 
United States should have the privilege of receiving an intere t-bear­
ing bond in exchange for them, we were seriously told that would 
cost :five or ten million dollars a year; as if the fact that it cost some­
thing for a nation to pay its debts was a reason why it was not dis-
honored by the non-payment of its debts. · 

That is not all. We made a pledge that our interest-bearing obli­
gations should not be paid before maturity unless the United States 
notes were at the time convertible into coin, unless they were paid 
off to secure a lower rate of interest. This was but equitable, and yet 
in violation of that pledge we have paid millions. 

Mr. President, there is one other suggestion which I wish to make. 
There are Senators who have other obligat.ions resting upon them 
than those which the Constitution imposes. Some here represent a 
political party, having come here avowing that we would carry out 
the sentiments of that party. On the 6th of June, 1872, at a conven­
tion held in Plriladelphia, this plank of a platform was adopted: 

We denounce the repudiation of the national debt, in any form or disguise, as a 
national crime, and conficlfmtly ex-pect that our national currency will be' perfected 
by a speedy resumption of specie payments. · 

And yet some of the representatives of that party have by their 
votes increaseu the paper promises of the country nearJy 100,000,000 
without making any proviSion for specie payments. No Senator ques­
tions that as we increase this volume of currency the feasibility of 

returning speedily to specie payments is diminished. Is this keeping 
faith' 

Mr. President, this Government lies down on its promise; banks 
lie down ou their promises; and it is no wonder that the atmosphere 
is filled with the sad stories of defalcations and violations of trust by 
clerks, and cashiers, and trustees, and comptrollers. The true key­
note of integrity should here be set. "When there is such a desolation 
of character, the nation should not break down the ramparts of the 
strictest integrity. If we refuse now to make this provision author­
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to hold the surplus revenue with 
the view at some future day of ~t resumption of specie payments, we 
take a departure that is in itself a dishonor. . 

Sir, I hope that the amendment may be adopted. I know the argu­
ment is used that the b:mks authorized will not be created, that the 
national currency will not be increased. We, however, legislate on 
the assumption that it will be; and I understand that the capitalists 
of the country might hesitate a.s to creating banks under the pledge 
of this Government that we were soon to return to specie payments; 
but the speculators of the country know that specie payments are out 
of the question, and every dollar that you will permit them to put 
in new banks will be speedily invested. Let this measure, feeble as 
it is, be adopted as some poor fulfillment of the repeated pledges 
which tbe Government and the dominant party have given. 

1\fr. THURMAN. I offer the following as an additional section to 
the bill-- · 

1\fr. CONKLING. The amendment of the Senator from New Jer­
sey to hold coin is now pending. 

Mr. THUR~IAN. Let this lie on the table, then, until tl1e amend-
ment of the Senator from New Jersey is disposed of. 

l\fr. MORTON. Let it be read for information. 
Mr. THURMAN. Very well. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows : 
That from and after .Tune 30, 1874, one-twentieth of the customs duties shall be 

payable in United States legaJ .. tender notes, aud after .Tune 30, 1875, ono-tenth, and 
after June 30, 1876, one-fifth thereof may be so paid. 

Mr. THURMAN. Now let the amendment offered by the Senator 
from New Jersey be read. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to add to the :first section of the 
bill these words : 

The surplus revenues of the Government shall be used for the purpose of ac­
cumulating coin in the Treasury until the Secretary of the Treasury shall be 
enabled thereby to redeem United States notes in coin when presented; but this 
shall not prevent the Secretary of the Treasury from selling gold sufficient to meet 
all demands on the Treasury which are payable in currency over and above cur­
rency r eceipts, and to keep on band a proper cash balance for that purpose, and to 
retire such notes as may be required by this act to be retired. 

The PRESIDENT pro ternpm·e. The Chair does not understand the 
Senator from Ohio to move his amendment at present. 

l\1r. THURMAN. I have very great doubts of the wisdom of hoard­
ing all the gold that will be received into the Treasury--

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Chair understand the Sen­
ator from Ohio to move his amendment at present Y 

1\fr. THURMAN. I understand I can move it as a substitute for 
the other. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That will be in order. 
Mr. THURMAN. But I prefer to let the question be taken on the 

amendment of the Senator from New Jersey. 
l\fr. MORTON. Offer it as a substitute. 
Mr. THURMAN. No; I do not want to compiicate it. I desire to 

offer this as a distinct proposition before the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT p'ro tempore. The Senator makes no motion, the 

Chair understands. 
Mr. THURl\fAN. I make no motion at preseut. I shall offer my 

amendment after the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey 
has been voted upon. 

l\fr. LOGAN. Let us take a vote on the amendment of the Senator 
from New Jersey, and then you can offer your proposition. 

Mr. THURU.AJ..'f. I wish to sa:v a word about the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey. 
If I understand the proposition of the Senator from New Jersey it 

is that all the gold that shall be received into the Treasury- and I do 
not know but that it goes further than the gold- all the surplus rev­
enue, whether it be in gold or in paper, shall be hoarded in the Treas­
ury for Lhe purpose of redeeming the legal-t.ender notes. I have very 
great doubts of the wisdom of that mode of reclemption. What would 
it require 1 It would require that you should accumulate gold in the 
Treasury to the amount now of $400,000,000; that is, if this bill be­
comes a law, unless indeed it might be assumed that you could com­
mence paying specie before yon had acquired the full amount of 
$400,000,000 of gold; and I presume yon could; but it would certainly 
require a very large accumulation of gold. As long as the hanks are 
not paying specie, and as long as the volume of greenback currency 
is "'400,000,000, it would not be safe for the Treasury to begin to pay 
gold until a very la.rge accumulation had been made, such an accu­
mulation as with a constant excess in the receipt of gold from the 
customs over and above the amount necessary to pay the interest on 
the public debt and our gold payments a"Qroad to our ministers and 
to the Navy would secure a sum sufficient to pay the greenba.cks as 
they might be presented. I do not know exactly what that. would be. 
I do not therefore at :first like very much the idea of hoarding the 
gold in this way, and unless bett.er informed I cannot vote for the 
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proposition of my friend from New J ersey, although it looks in the 
riO'ht direction. 

1rr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. President, the gold receipts of the 
country are $180,000,000. · 

Mr. MORTON. They were. 
Mr. FRE~INGHUYSEN. The ~old expenditures a~e $~36,000,000, 

leaving a d1tference of $44,000,00u. It may be that 1t will be, and 
doubtless it would be, necessary to sell a part of that gold in order to 
meet the currency demands upon the Treasury, and yet it would be 
possible to retain a part of it, perhaps $20,000,000, perhaps more, and 
in the course of a few years we would have an accumulation of gold. 
The idea that .we can ever keep our pledges and make these notes con­
vertible without accumulating gold, I cannot comprehend. We can 
give paper for paper, but we cannot redeem our pledge and make the 
notes convertible into gold unless we have got the gold. This is a 
step in the right direction. It is a step that goes but a little way, I 
admit. There is no contraction in it; but it gives an assurance to the 
country that this Government does mean to keep its oft-repeated 
pledges. 

Mr. THURUAN. One word more on this subject. How do mer­
chants obtain gold now with which to pay duties f I suppose the 
ln.rgest portion of it is obtained by sales of bills of exchange, per ­
haps foreign bills drawn against parties in England or some mer­
chandise or security sent to Europe and sold; but a large amount of 
the gold with which duties are paid is purchased in New York with 
greenbacks. Now, the effect of hoarding gold in the Treasury must 
necessarily, as it seems to me, be to increase the premium on gold 
and just to that extent to increase the customs duties. The idea, 
therefore, of hoarding two or threehundredmillionsof gold eems to 
me to involve the proposition to make the customs duties, which I 
think are already onerous, still more excessive. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, this was a favorite idea with me six 
years ago. I presented a proposition to this Senate about six years 
aO'O that the Government should retain the surplus gold in the Treas­
r!cy to provide a fund with which to redeem the greenbacks. If we 
were to redeem the greenbacks in ~old, I did not know any way to do 
it without getting the gold; and 1 did not know any way to get the 
gold except to save the surplus. But I was met almost unanimously 
by the Senate at that time with the objection that it would require 
us to hoard gold for several years; that that would make gold scarce 
in the market; that importers and persons who had to send gold 
abroad to pay interest would have to buy it at constantly increasing 
prices ; and upon such arguments my proposition was rej ected . There 
was much more gold in the country then than there is now, and that 
objection was less forcible then than it is now. . 

The proposition of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. THUR.~] that we 
shall receive a part of the duties in greenbacks looks in the other 
direction, looks to diminishing the receipts of gold in the Treasury. 
That Senator talks constantly about irredeemable paper and about 
the necessity of redeeming our notes in coin, and yet he propo es to 
diminish the supply of gold which the Government receives. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is a modification to the amendment of the 
Senator from New J ersey which I suggested, and which met his con­
currence. It is manifest it ought to be inserted. 

The PRESIDENT pro temporfJ. The amendment will be reported 
as modified. 

The Chief Clerk read the amendment as modified, as follows : 
T he surplus revenues of the Government shall be used for the purposb of accu­

mulating coin in the Treasury until the Secretary of the Treasury shall be enabled 
ther eby to redeem United States notes in coin when presented; but this shall not 
prevent the Secretary of the Treasury from selling gold sufficient to meet all de­
mands on the Treasury which n,re payable in curren cy over and above curre~cy r.e­
ceipts, and to keep on hand a proper cash balance for that purpose and to mamtam 
the sinking fund. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see what possible objection there can be 
to this amendment. The great trouble, I am afraid, is that in the 
present condition of our revenue the surplus will not amount to any­
thing. I doubt very much whether during the current year we shall 
be able to maintain the sinking fund. Indeed, the Secretary of the 
Treasury anticipates that he will not be able to provide for all the 
sinking fund this year. The statement laid upon our tables yester­
day shows that since the lstof July last our revenues have not been 
sufficient to pay our expenses, even without counting the sinking 
fund. 

But the amendment of the Senator from New J er ey may be very 
useful in indicating a public policy. If it be adopted, the only thing 
in t he bill (although I hope we may add something else to it before 
we get through) that will look to specie payments will bo the ac­
cumulation of the surplus revenue. \Ve have none now to accumu­
late ; but in a year's time or in two years' time our revenues may so 
f ar improve t hat there may be a large accumulation of surplus revenue 
which will be applicable then to the purpose of maintaining and im­
proving the credit of our currency rather than t o the payment of the 
funded debt before it is due. 

I shall therefore vote for the amendment. I do not ee how gentle­
men who are in favor of contraction can be opposed to an amendment 
to maintain a surplus revenue in the TreasuTy. FoT a year or two at 
lea t we cannot hope to have any; but as an indication of a public 
poliey looking to the resumption of specie payments at some time it 
seems to me it is wise to insert it. 

Now, as to the proposition of my colleague, for I may as well say 

what I have to say upon both questions at once, the objection I have 
to it is this: In the first place it is an express violation of section 5 
of the act of February 5, 18G2, which provides-

That all duties on imported goods shall be paid in coin, or in not4.1s payable on 
demand heret{)fore authorized to be issued and by law receivable in payment of 
public dues-

They are n ow all paid off-

and the coin so paid shall be set apart as a special fund, and shall be applied as fol· 
lows . 

I t is perfectly manifest, therefore, that we can only dispose of the 
surplus gold over and above the amount necessary to pay the interest 
on the public debt and to maintain the sinking fund; that is about 
one-fifth. My colleague recognizes the force of this obligation by 
limiting his amendment to one-fifth of the gold. But, on the other 
hand, what is the use of diminishing the revenues to the extent of 
the premium on that gold to the amount of one-fifth ¥ My own im­
pression is that it would create constant confusion and great trouble. 
At present the sub-treasury receives nothing but coin certificates or 
coin. The mere difference between the value of coin and currency 
for one-fi.ft.h of the amount of the duties would not be any consider­
able relief to the merchant, while it would be a very great practical 
embarrassment to the Tr asury Department in maintaining two sys­
tems of coin and currency in the payment of duties. If a duty should 
amount to ten dollars, two dollars of it would be in currency and 
eight dollars of it in coin, making a complication of accounts. 

But that is not all. It is practically .a diminution of the revenue 
to the extent of the premium on the one-fifth; and at this time we 
certainly ought not to reduce the revenue. In any point of view, there­
fore, it seems to me the proposit.ion of my colleague is not a-dvisable. 
I therefore cannot vote for it. The proposition of the Senator from 
New Jersey I see no objection to, except, I am sorry to say, that we have 
not much revenue to accumulate at present. 

1\fr. FERRY, of Michigan. I desire to call the attention ofthe Sena­
tor from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee on Finance, to the fact 
which he has stated in his reference to the statute which he has read. 
At that time Congress provided for the payment for dutie of the old 
demand notes, similar to the proposition now ma-de by his colleague. 

Mr. SHERMAN. They have all been paid off. 
Mr. :FERRY, of Michigan. But at that time they were not paid off, 

and the law provided that they should be received for duties, which 
is precisely the proposition made by the Senator's colleague. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That was a mere provision that we ~;hould not 
dishonor them. Those $50,000,000 of demand notes were issued re­
ceivable for customs expressly, and consequently we could not pass a 
law that would violate the performance of that obligation. 

Mr. FERRY, of :Michigan. Still they were in existence, and the 
law provided for their use. 

Now, as regards the other point that the Senator mane, does it not 
appreciate the greenbacks by permitting a portion of them to be paid 
for duties¥ Does not that nm in the line of the policy advocated by 
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Finance, and does it not 
also check the competition in the market for gold by reducing the 
amount neeessary to be used for customs dues 'I 

Mr. SHERMAN. In reply to the Senator, I stated the other day 
that this propo ition would tend in one direction to appreciate the 
value of greenbacks, by making them useful for a purpose for which 
they cannot now be used; but at the same time it would diminish 
our revenue to the extent of the premium on the gold. I t would 
make a very great difficulty in the accounts and the dealings between 
merchants and the Treasury and create great embarrassment to trade ; 
and it would open up a question here on the floor of the Senate at 
this late day of the diminution of the duties on imported goods, 
because to the precise extent that you receive these notes in payment 
of customs duties you diminish the duties on imported goods. It 
will raise that que tion. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I have but a word to say. The sugges­
tions against this amendment from the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHER-
1AN] and from the Senator from Indiana [Mr. MORTO£ ) do not cor­

:.;espond, do not harmonize. My friend from Ohio, while he will vote 
for it, t hinks there is not much efficiency in the amendment beean e 
we shall have no surplus, while my friend from Indiana fears that the 
great accumulation this amendment provides for of gold in the Treas­
my will prevent the merchants from obtaining the necessary gold and 
embarrass bu iness. 

As to the first suggestion, that there is no surplus, it seems to me 
the Committee on Finance ought to address themselves to that ques­
tion very vigorously. .An increa o of the tax on whisky ancl tobacco, 
as I indicated some three or four weeks ago, would gi vo us a very 
mat~rial increase of our revenue, and we should then have a surplus. 

As to the suggestion of the Senator from I ndiana that this accumu­
lation would interfere with business, I believe if this Government had 
au accumulation of ~old it could control the gold market instead of 
being controlled by 1t, and there would lJe no difficulty on the double 
security of our own bonds in issuing gold certificates so as to relieve 
the demand for gold, and thus even prevent this amount of gold lying 
without producing any interest. The great advantage of this plan 
over any other i simply this : We say that the national banks may 
redeem in ~reenbacks; now we must make those greenbacks equiva­
le-nt to gola ; and if we do, we save all the interest that the funding 
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df 400,000,000 would require, while at the same time we fulfill our 
pledge in making them convertible into coin. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I regret that the Sen:ttor from Indi­
ana feels obliged to go against any _proposition that he w~ in favor 
of six years ago. I do not regard thlS proposition as likely to have 
any effect for the coming year. Unquestionably we shall have a 
deficiency and shall be unable to supply the entire amount required 
for the sinking fund, and it may be, and probably will be, the duty 
of Congress before its adjournment to provide for that deficiency in 
some way. 

As it has been the practice to consider both of these amendments 
at the same time, the amenclment of the Senator :from New Jersey 
and the amendment suggested by the Senator :from Ohio, I desire to 
say a single word upon the proposition made by the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN,] and that is that it is an indirect way of re­
ducing the present tariff. At a moment when oor revenues are less 
than are required for our ordinary expenditures, the Senator :from Ohio 
proposes to decrease them. I think that is a sufficient answer to the 
proposition made by the Senator from Ohio, for it would practically 
operate as a diminution of the tariff upon all articles to the extent 
of the premium on the part of the doty that is proposed to be paid 
in paper. 

Mr . .MORTON. There will be nothing for this amendment of the 
Senator from New Jersey to ·operate on this year, and probably not 
for several years, certainly not until there is a restoration of good 
times.. The Senator from Vermont refers to what I proposed six years 
ago. If my recollection is correct, when I made this -proposit~on six 
years ago my friend from Vermont was on the other side. 

1\Ir. MORRILL, of Vermont. I cannot say. 
Mr. MORTON. I rather think he was. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I would prefer to have the Senator 

produce the record. 
Mr. MORTON. I have not time to hunt it up, and I do not think 

Senators' records are worth the labor sometimes. [Laughter.] I 
would want to know that the r ecord was valuable before taking the 
trouble to bunt it up. 

One thing further. I desire to call the attention of the Senat.or 
from New Jersey to the fact that his amendment leaves it discretion­
ary with the Secretary of the Treasury when he will begin to redeem. 
He may begin when he gets $25,000,000, "iJlen be gets $50,000,000, or 
when he gets $60,000,000. It leaves it altogether discretionary with 
him. That is a very great power, a very great discretion. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. The amendment says nothing about re­
d emption-when he shall begin. The bill that I introduced before 
Q.id. 

Mr. MORTON. That is where this is defective. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. No; that left it discretionary. If thn..t 

is the objection that you make h ere, this only provides for the accu­
mulation. 

The PRESIDENT p1·o temp, ore. The Senator from New Jersey has 
exhausted his ten minutes. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move to strike out these words at the close of 
the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey, "and to maintain 
the sinking fund." They ought to be stricken out, although that is 
not particularly my rea-son for moving to strike out, because they 
provi~e that the Secretary of the Trea-sury may sell gold to maintain 
the sinkin~ fund. The sinking fund is to be in gold. _ 

:Mr. SHENMAN. No. 
Mr. THURMAN. The greater part of it. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 0, no; he sells all the gold. 
Mr. THUR IAN. I n bonds t 
1\fr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 
1\fr. MORTON. The duties are pledged to the sinking fnnd. 
1\fr. THUR IAN. Yes, sir; and to be paid in .gold. 
Mr. MORTON. That is a part of the contract. 
Mr. THURMA.l~. That is provided for in the act of 1862; but I do 

not care about that. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I will state to the Senator :from Ohio 

that these words were inserted at the suggestion of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, supposing that they were necessary in 
order to preserve the law. 

Mr. THURMAN. If Senators say so, very well; I will withdraw 
that motion and move another amendment. ·· 

What the Senator from Indiana says is perfectly trne thai; this 
amendment fixes no time when redemption shall commen<{e: I t would 
seem to leave it entirely within the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The accumulation is to go on "until the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall be enabled thereby to redeem United States notes in 
coin when presented." I suppose that intends to leave him to judge 
whether he can commence with coin ~qual to 25 :per cent., or 30 por 
cent., or 40 per cent., or 50 per cent. of the outstanding volume of 
greenbacks. I do not know that it is very wise to vest in a sin o-le 
officer of the Government the discretion to determine when spe~ie 
pa.yments shall be resumed in this country; a resumption that must 
affec~ more or less ~he business of the entire country, and which will 
reqmre, whenever It t~es _place on the greenbacks, that the nineteen 
hundred and odd national banks and the new banks that are to be 
creat~d shall all pay specie too. I think that is too much power to 
vest m any one man, :tnd therefore there ouo-ht to be some amend­
ment here, if this proposition is to be adopted, saying that the re-

demption shall commence when the accumulation bears a certain pro­
portion to the outstandincr volume of the greenbacks. That seems 
to me to be necessary; and, in ordgr that the sense of the Senate may 
be te ted on that, I move to insert after the word "presented" the 
words "which redemption shall commence when the accumulated 
gold is equal to 75 per cent. of the amount of outstanding green­
backs." I am not particular about 75 per cent. I do not thillk it 
would be nece sary to go so high as that, but I move that simply a.s 
an amendment to test the sense of the Senate. I think myself we 
might commence redemption with 50 per cent., perhaps. 

Mr. LOGAN. We might commence it, but it would not last long. 
Mr. THURMAN. We might commen<le it and it would la-st, too, 

provided the receipts from customs should continue to be what they 
have been for th(51ast five or six years. So much for that. I am not, 
however, in favor of this proposition for the reasons I have stated 
already and which I do not. wish to repeat. 

Now, I wish to~ay awordortwo upon the proposition which I intend 
to submit, and which is not yet before the Senate, but has been 
commented upon. 

In the first pla-ce, it is said by the Senator from Indiana that that 
is a step in the opposite direction. I do not know what h e means by 
a step in the opposite direction. 

Mr. MORTON. No; I did not say that. I saw the Senator from 
Ohio hau been talking about irredeemable paper and the importance 
of redeeming it in coin, and at the same time he proposes to dimin­
ish the receipts of coin by the Government. 
· Mr. THURMAN. I do not care whether the Government has the 
coin or whether the people have the coin, so that the coin is in the 
country. It is not in any wise a step toward irredeemable paper to 
sa~T that a certain proportion of . the customs duties shall be payable 
in green backs, but it is a direct step toward resumption. 

:Mr. MORTON. I suggest to my friend on the question of redeem­
ing greenbacks that it is the Government that has to redeem them 
and not the people, and therefore it is very material whether the peo­
ple have the gold, or the Government. 

Mr. THURMAN. I will show how it -is a direct step in favor of 
r esumption. It is admitted on all hands that if you receive a portion 
of the customs duties in greenbacks you will appreciate the value of 
the greenbacks. Everybody admits that, for everybody must see i t . 
Well, just precisely as you bring greenbacks up to the standard of 
gold, just so do you make it perfectly easy for the Government to 
resume specie payments. When greenbacks shall have arrived at a 
commercial par with gold the Government could resume specie pay­
ments on their greenbacks with $10,000,000 of coin in the Treasury 
for there would be no rnn upon it for the coin. Therefore every 
~easure which tends to bring greenbacks up to the stand.ard of gold 
IS a measure that tends to enable the Government to redeem them in 
gold, and brings about a resumption of specie payments w ithout any 
pressur:e, without any hardship. That is the merit of the proposition, 
that w~thout any sho?k at all, _without any contraction, without any 
hardship you gradually appremate the value of g reenbacks and bring 
them up to gold, and then the Government can r esume specie payments 
witho~t :;tu.Y ?-anger whatever of havin~ to suspend th~ next day. 

But 1t IS said by my colleague that thiS would be a VIolation of the 
act of 1862. By no manner of m eans is it a violation of that act. 
What is the provision of that act f 

That all duties on imported goods shall be paid in coin or in notes payable on 
demand heretofore authorized to be issued. ' 

Th~y ~ere coin. notes ; ~hey ar:e out of existence now, and so I may 
r ead 1t srmply that all duties on rmported goods shall be paid in coin. 

as1::lto~ :coin so paid shall be set apart as a special fund, and shall be applied 

U~~-s~t!:e payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the 

That is the first thing ; and so far as this act is a pledge that is a 
pledge to the holders of the securities of the United States: 

Second. To the purcha-se or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the 
U~ted. States, to be made wit.hin. e:wh fiscal ye.ar a.fter the 1st day of July, 1862, 
which IS to be s.et apart as a smlnng fund, and the interest of which shaH in like 
manner be applied to the purchase or payment of the public debt, as the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall from time to time direct. 

Ther~ are two objects. You may say the gold is applied to those 
two obJe~ts : first, to pay the interest on the public debt, which is 
payable m gold; and second, to provide a sinking fund. Is there 
any further pledge f None whatever. The third clanse is: 

The residue thereof to be paid into the Treasury of the United States. 

What is. the meaning of that¥ It is to be paid into the Trea nry 
o~ the U mted States, and then capable of being appropriated pre­
?Isely as Congress shall see fit. There is no limitation whatever upon 
It; and what bas Congress done¥ Has not Congress allQwed the 
~ecret:;uy of . the Treasury to sell tbis gold by the hundred ·mil­
lions sillce this act of 1862 was passed¥ .And who pretends that his 
sa~e of. the gold for gree_nbacks was a violation of the pledge con­
tal~ed ill that act f If his sale of gold for greenbacks was not a vio­
l atiOn of th~t pledge, then the receipt of a certain proportion of 
greenbacks ill payment of customs duties 1s no violation of that 
pledge.. ~l the ~overnment creditor has a right to is that h e shall 
have his illterest m gold and that he shall have a certain sinkincr 
fund set apart. That is the sole pledge that has b~en made to hlm; 
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and with the residue of gold we can do what the public interest re­
quires. There is no violation, then, of the pledge of the Govern­
Hitml .• 

But in the next place it is said that this measure will give rise to 
practical difficulties. I can conceive of no practical difficulty in it 
that amounts to anything. I propose at first that one-twentieth of 
the duties shall be received in greenbacks- that is a sum easily cal­
culated- and then one-tenth, and then one-fifth. It would not take 
a boy ten years old to make the calculations upon any invoice as to 
what duties were to be paid. There can be no trouble about that. 
If our customs officers are not able to make such calculations and 
recejve payment, they ought to be turned out and better men put in 
their places. , 

But then it is said it is proposed to decrease the revenue. How f 
My friend from Vermont talks about its decreasing the revenue, and 
my colleague talks about its decreasing the revenue. How f Because 
you will not take the whole of the customs duties in gold, and let the 
Government shave its own notes by selling gold for greenbacks and 
gr'tting for one dollar in gold one dollar a.nd ten cents or one dollar 
and thirteen cents in greenb:wks. That is a. singular argument to 
come from my friends who want gold and greenbacks to be on a par, 
or want green backs abolished altogether. Do they want this spectacle 
to go on of the Government collecting revenue to carry on the busi­
ness of the Government by. collecting gold, and then buying its own 
notes at a discount to pay the ordinary expenses 'f They talk about 
the Government being dishonored by the fact that these notes are. 
unpaid promises to pay, and yet they propose t.hat the Government 
shall go on collecting gold and then buying in its own paper at a dis­
count of 10, 15, or 20 per cent. That is not the way I wish to see this 
Government carry on its business. 

Sir, there is nothing in this fea,r of depreciating or diminishing the 
revenue to frighten us at all. Here is a plain proposition. The ulti­
mate extent to which I have gone is seven-twentieth paJ"ts of the reve­
nue, about one-third of the revenue. Can you safely collect one-third 
of your revenue after 1876 in legal-tender notes! According to all 
our experience you can do it, and have ample coin left to pay all the 
interest on the public debt and to provide for the sinking fund. Why, 
then, should we not do it! Why, then, should we riot in this gradual 
way bring greenba-cks up to gold and by doing so enable the Govern­
ment to commence redemption, and with it bring redemption through­
out the whole country 'f 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I desire to remind the Senator just there 
of one thing in the line of what be ha-s been saying. He has cited 
the law and the pledge of the Government in regaJ.'d to the disposi­
tion of the coin received through duties. I wish to remind him that 
the sinking fund, which wa.s one of the pledges made at that time, 
was not created until March, 1869. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The sinking fund was created by this very same 
section of the act of 1862. 

:Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. The law providing for the sinking fund 
was passed by the act of 1862, but the sinking fund itself, by the ap­
propriation of gold for it, was not commenced until1869. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 0, yes; it was provided for, but it was only 
modified. 

]l!r. FERRY, of Michigan. It was provided for by law, but not 
carried out in fact until 1869. 

Mr. THURMAN. I do not care whether it was or not. There is 
the law, and I am willing to stand on the law and treat that as the 
pledge of the Government to the bondholders if .they want that 
pledge. I am willing to stand by the faith of the Government. All 
I ask is that after we have performed all we have promised to do for 
them, then we shall do something for the people. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. It was not until the administration of 
President Grant aml Secretary BOUTWELL, of the Treasury, in 1869, 
that the sinking fund was provided for in fact, by the appropriation 
of gold to it. 

Mr. HA.iV.liLTON, of Maryland. I rise to make an inquiry. Is the 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio [ fr. THURMAN] pending before 
the bodyf 

Mr. T.HURI\IAN. No; not now. 
Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. Then why discuss it 1 As I under­

stand, the amendment of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. FRELING­
HUYSEN] is now pending. Let us take a vote upon that first, and 
then we can come to this other question. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ohio moved an 
amendment to the amendment offered by the Senator from Now Jer­
sey, which is now pending. 

Mr. THUR fAN. No; Iwithdrawthat. Thatwasinregardtothe 
amount of gold that mn.st be accumulated. 

The PRESIDENT p'ro tempore. The Senator from Ohio withdraws 
his amendment. The question is on the amendment of the Senator 
TI.'Om New Jersey. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Inreplyto the suggestion of the Senator 
from Ohio, I do not understand that this amendment gives the Secre­
tary of the Treasury any additional power in reference to redemp­
tion. 

The PRESIDEI\TT p1·o tempore. The Senator from New J ersey has 
exhausted his time. I s the Senate ready for the question on the 
amendment of tho Senator from New Jersey f 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSE.N. I ca:llfor the yeas amlnays upon it. 

. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted-yeas 

16, nays 31 ; as follows: 
YEAS-Messrs. Anthony, Conkling, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, FrelinO'hny­

s~n, Hamilron of Maryland, Hamilron of Texas, Hariilin, Howe, Jones, Kelly~Mor­
rill of Vermont, Sargent, Sherman, Stewart, and Wndleigh-16. 

NAYS-Messrs. ~son, Bogy, Bm;eman, Boutwell, Carpenter, Clayron, Conover, 
Fenton, Feny of Michigan, Goltlthwrute, Gordon, Harvey, Ingalls, Jolinsron Lewis 
Logan, McCreery, Menimon, llli.tchell, Morton, Oglesby, Patt~rson, Pea.s~, Pratt: 
Ramsey, Robertson, Scott, Spencer, Thurman, Tipton, and West-31. 
.A.BSE~T-1\Iessrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron Chandler, 

Cooper, Davis, Dennis, Dorsey, Edmunds, Flanagan, Gilbert, Hager, Hitchcock, 
Morrill of Maine, Norwood, Ransom, Saulsbnry, Schurz, Sprague, Stevenson, Stock· 
ton, ·windom, and Wright-25. · 

So the amendment was rejected. 
1\lr. THURMAN. I now offer my amendment as an additional sec-

tion: · 
That from and after June 30, 1874, one-twentieth of the customs duties shall be 

payable· in United States legal-tender notes, and aft-er June 30, 1875, one-tenth and 
after June 30, 1876, one-fifth thereof may be so paid. ' 

Mr. l\fOERILL, of Vermont. The measures before Con!!Tess are 
ostensibly to increase the business of the country by givi~g la.rger 
accommodations in the way of paper money. Now the proposition of 
the Senator from Ohio is simply to cripple manufactures by reducing 
the tariff on imports to the extent of the depreciat.ion of our paper 
money so far as any portion of it is used under his proposed amend­
ment in the payment of duties. Besides that, it proposes a measure 
that changes the tariff every day. Whenever the price of gold. shall 
be higher or lower, the tariff will be changed accordingly; so that we 
shall have _!1 fixed tariff, and yet one that is extremely flexible. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio by adding the following : 

Whenever the same can be done without violating the pled~e made by the act of 
February 25, 1002, for the payment of t.be interest on the public debt anu providing 
for the sinking fund. 

Mr. THURMAN. I am willing to accept that. I do not think it is 
necessary, but some Senators think it is, and out of abundant caution 
I am willing to accept it. 

The PRESIDENT pm tempore. The Senator from Ohio accepts the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. BOGY. I desire to ofler an amendment to the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio as modified. I will read my amendment for 
information. It is to change the amount to be received in the way 
provided as follows: That "af-ter June 30, 1874, one-fourth of the 
customs duties shall be received in legal-tender notes and na,tional­
bank notes, and after the 1st of January next, one-half shall be 
received in such notes." My amendment proposes to accomplish the 
same object as that of the Senator from Ohio, except that the propor­
tions are larger; and instead of providing that legal-tender notes 
only shall be received, I wish to extend it to national-bank notes. I 
desire to occupy a very few minutes in explanation of the amendment 
which I propose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment to the amendment 
will first be reported. 

The CHIEF CLERK. It is proposed to amend the amendment so that 
it will read : 

That from and after June 30, 1874, one-fourth of the customs duties shall be pay­
able in legal-tender notes or national-bank notes, and from and after the 1st of 
January, 1875, one-half shall be payable in such notes. 

Mr. BOGY. I wish to modify my own amendment, although that 
is the proposition which I presented some time ago. I will modify it 
so as to confine the receipt to legal-tender notes, excluding national­
bank notes, and I will give the reasons for that. 

The PRESIDENT pt·o tentpo'l'e. The amendment will be reported 
as :rpodified. · 

~1r. THURMAN. Allow me to call the Senator's attention to one 
fact. His amendment if adopted would defeat the whole thing, 
because it would make it impossible to comply with the act of 1862 
unless our customs dut.ies were increased very largely. Let me give 
the Sena-i;or the figures. It requires now to pay the interest on the 
public debt and to provide for the sinking fund, and to pay for our 
expenses abroad--

Mr. BOGY. If the Senator will excuse me, I will relieve him by tell­
ing him that I am aware of all these things, and I will give the rea-sons 
for this amendment in anticipation of the very objections that he 
rises to make. 

l\fr. THURMAN. Let me say that the amount required in gold is 
. ·136,000,000: and we re~eive something over 180,000,000 a year, which 
leaves us only about $44,000,000. 

Mr. BOGY. The limited time accorcled me will not allow me to show 
that the calculation presented by the Senator from Ohio or by his 
collea.gue is incorrect. I will simply say that our gold receipts amount 
to about 180,000,000 or $190,000,000 a year, and we need for the pub­
lic debt about. 100,000,000. Weneedforthesinkingfund, gentlemen 
say, $30,000,000. Well, then, we have a gold surplus of 50,000,000. 
But we can so arrange that not one cent of gold need be used for the 
sinking fund. I have not the time to-go into that; but it can be sho·wn 
that gold is not necessary to comply with tl1at portion of the contract. 

But, sir, I desire to come to the act of 1862 upon which all these 
arguments have been based that it would be a breach of public faith 
now to receiveinpaymentof customs dutieslegal-tendernotesinsiead 
of gold. I have looked carefully into that act and I have listened 
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with great attention to the arguments which have been made on this 
floor by the chairman of the Committ.ee on Finance a.s well as by the 
Senator from Vermont and the Senator from New J ersey and other 
Seuators, and I have yet to see the force of their arguments. 

The law of 18ti2 provides that customs duties shall be paid in gold, 
and be appropriated first to the payment of the interest on the P.ublic 
debt; second, to the sinking fund; and third, the balance to go into 
the Treasury as any other fund might go, subject to the disposal of 
the Congress of the United States. The object of that pledge at that 
time wa.<;, doubtless, to give character and cre<lit to our bon.ds. We 
were then engaged in war. The amount of bonds we then had out­
standing was swall; but if the war continued, as a matter of course 
there would become a necessity for this nation to extend its debt to a 
v ery large amount. It was thence wise, and I commend the wisdom 
of it, io strengthen the public credit by a measure of this kind; but I 
say there was no pledge made, no contract made beyond this, that the 
bonds of the United States and the interest on those bonds should be 
payable in gold. That was the essence of the contract. The fact 
that gold was so used, no doubt, did the credit of the nation good at 
that time, but that did not enter into the contract. . The contract is 
that the bonds shall be at maturity payable in gold. I doubt myself 
whether it was even a contract at that day, and indeed I believe it 
was not a contract; but I yield that point because by the act of 1859 
it was said to be a contract; but granting that it was a contract, the 
essence of the contract was that we should pay this debt in gold. 

It is proper for a nation having but little· credit, like an individual 
having little credit, to give security for loans. A nation like Mexico 
or Venezuela or any other nation that has not much credit before the 
world has to pledge its customs receipts to enable it to negotiate a 
loan at all. But I say this nation has passed that. period; its p~blic 
faith is good enough; and yet for the purpose of raising $100,000,000, 
or 120,000,000, or $130,000,000 a year in gold, by the argument made 
on this floor by every gentleman who has spoken on the subject, the 
currency has been depreciated 10 per cent. Your legal currency 
being depreciated 10 per cent., there is an actual loss between it and 
gold of $40,000,000 a year. As a matter of interest it will be a great 
deal better for us to receive all our customs duties in paper money 
and periodically to buy gold for the purposes for which tlte Govern­
ment requires gold, because if you received your customs dutirs in 
paper money the difference between golcl and paper money would be 
small, and as you would need but $100,000,000 of gold to pay your in­
t erest, you might well afford to pay 10, 15, or 20 per cent. for your 
gold and yet make money by the transaction. The depreciation is on 
the broad basis of $400,000,000 now of legal-tender notes, and at 10 per 
cent. it i8" ,, 40,000,000. I t would be better for this nation, on the score 
of mere dollars and cents, to buy the gold it needs. · 

If it were possible that this could be considered a breach of con­
tl:act before the eyes of the world, of course I would not advocate 
it; but concede for the sake of the argument that these b(\nds were 
made payable in gold, then that is tlte essence of the contract, and 
the mode and manner in which this nation shall raise the money to 
do that is not a part of the contract. Nor would it affect the credit 
of this nation at all even to the hundredth part.of a cent. There is 
not a bondholder in Europe or in the world but has the utmost con­
fidence in the ability and willingness of this nation to pay all its 
obligations in the manner it undertook to pay them, whether in gold 
or greenbacks. . 

The only good argument which I have heard, and I think the only 
view in opposition to this amendment which is entertained by a la.rge 
number of Senators on this floor, is the one advanced by the Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. 1\IORRILL] awhile ago in answer to the Senator 
from Ohio [l\Ir. THUR:ILAN] that by the receipt of paper money in 
payment of duties you would decrease yom tariff duties. That is 
really the effect. 

l\fr. LOGAN. If the Senator will allow me, I wish to call his atten­
tion to -one point. I do not want to make a speech on any of these 
questions, but I want to call his attention to one point which he may 
have overlooked, and I ask the attention of the Senator from Ohio 
also to it. This amendment although offered in good faith, as all 
these amendments are, would if put on this bill be its certain defeat. 
Why. Under the Constitution the House of Representatives alone can 
originate a bill for the raising of revenues; and under that provision 
of the Constit.ution the construction has · been that any measure 
changing, raising, or diminishing the revenue iu any degree, uo mat­
ter how slight, must originate in the other House. So the very mo­
ment this is put on this bill the House of Representatives, as they did 
two years ago in another case, would stop the proposition. I ask, 
then, the friends of the measure not to allow any such thing as this 
to go on the bill, which if done here will be done in my opinion in 
violation of the Constitution, and I could not vote for the bill with 
it in. 

Mr. BOGY. I regret tltat I disagree with my distinguislted friend 
from Dlinois--

1\fr. LOGAN. I merely wanted to call the Senator's attention to 
that point, thinking that he had overlooked it. 

Mr. BOGY. I regret t-hat I disagree with my distinguished friend 
under whose banner I have been walking, and walking to victory, the 
l~st fou~ or five ~ays. I _do not think .there is anything in the objec­
tiOn wh1eh he rmses. This does not affect the revenue in the way con­
templated by the Constitution, surely. The mode of collecting the 

revenue cannot be construed to come within the provision of the Con­
stitution on that subject. 

1\fr. President, I think it is very manifest to the mind of every 
Senator on this floor that there is a majority of this body- and I use 
the word with some hesitation, because I do not like to u e it in a 
body of this character; but to express my idea I am compelled to do 
it- that there is a majority in this House in favor of an expansion of 
the paper money of tlte nation. For reasons which I have given here­
tofore, disa.pproving as I do of the entire system, I am in favor of an 
augmentation, which some call expansion, and I have so signified my 
position. It being to me a fact apparent that cannot be contradicted 
that there will be an augmentartion or expansion of the currency, it 
becomes of the greatest importance, and I realize the importance 
myself, tltat proper secnrities sltall be given to prevent that enbrged 
circulation from being depreciated. If you make it too large and 
depreciate it itself by the very law yon pass, of course it will have 
that efrect. 

Now, the great reason, the paramount reason, why the legal-tenders 
are not to-day equal to gold in value is owing to the fact that we 
ourselves by an act of Congress depreciate our own issue. L et the 
Congress of the United States that creates this money say that it 
shall be good money for all the dues of the Government without any · 
exception; and as f<or as I am concerned I would go further. I say 
it would be wise and proper to make no discrimination between legal­
tend~l'S arrcl national-bank notes; but knowing the views of a num­
berof Senators on this floor, with some of whom I have agreed in the 
votes in regard to expansion, that the legal-tender is used as a means 
of r edemption o£ national-bn,nk notes, I yield my convictions in that 
respect. 

The PRESIDENT pro temp01·e. The Senator has spoken ten min­
utes. 

l\1r. l\IORRILL, of Vermont. Mr. President, I know very well that 
my opinion in relation to this subject will not be very welcome to 
those who are sustaining this bill; but at the same time I feel it my 
duty to call the attention of the Senate to one or two points in this 
mea nre. 

The proposition is here that we shall take a portion of our dut-ies 
in paper instead of gold. Wltat will be the practical effect in the first 
instance f :Merely to make perhaps twenty or thirty million dollars 
of gold an article of merchandise, and have it exported from the 
country. Do those here who advocate an expansion of currency feel 
any particular hostility, after they have got all the paper they require, 
to having thirty or forty or fifty millions more of specie in the- coun­
try f Not one dollar more will be purchased for the purpose of pay­
ing duties. 

1.1r. LOGAN. The Senator will notice that the proposition is not 
offered by any person who has advocated an increase of the currency. 
It is offered by the Senator from Ohio, who is opposed to an increase 
of the currency. 

~fr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I stand corrected. Now, 1\Ir. Presi­
dent, there will be no more gold purchased for the purpose of paying 
duties, whether the amount of duties is all paid in coin or not, with 
the bare exception of this proposed reduction, and if this propose~l 
reduction of the :1monnt to be paid in coin shall take place, as I said, 
it will merely give the privilege to the country of exporting that 
amount, and there will be so much less of gold remaining in the coun­
try afterward than there is now. 

Can gentlemen suppose that our paper currency is going to be in­
creased in value by t-he amount of diminution of the coin of the coun­
try' The very idea is an absurdity. Of course all recognize or have 
hitherto recognized the fact, that if we had a sufficient amount of gold 
it would be in the power of the Government to commence a resump­
tion of specie payments. But this proposition goes in the direction 
of transacting the entire business of the cmmtry on paper, aud bidding 
farewell to the idea of ever r esuming specie payments, and that wit.h ­
out the slightest reason, except the reason that may be offered by 
those who are in favor of reducing our present tariff on duties. If 
there are any here who are in favor of diminishing. the receipts of the 
Treasury, they may be in favor of going for this measum; but I think 
no one who has any interest or any responsibility for thisAdmiuistra­
tion can propose at the pre ent time or vote for a proposition that 
will diminish the revenues, which are now notoriously insufficient to 
pay the ordinary expenses and provide a sinking fund. 

Mr. SCOTT. I wish to ca.ll attention a little more distinctly to the 
point made by the Senator from Illinois in reference t'o t-his amend­
ment. It certainly will have the effect of t.abling this bill in the 
House of Representatives if thls amendment be voted into it, and 
for this reason : it will be practically a r eduction of the customs 
duties. If it were to go into effect to-day, it would be a reduction of 
12 per cent. on the amount of the duties authorized to be paid in 
paper currency. There cau be no doubt about that. 

1r. BOGY. Will the Senator allow me one word~ 
Mr. SCOTT. Certainly. 
l\Ir. BOGY. I contend that that difference will disappear at once 

when we increase the value of the greenback by t his process. 
l\Ir. SCOTT. Let that be as it may in the future, I am looking at 

it as a practical question in the ligltt in which it will be viewed by 
tho House of Representative . It is not an open question as to how 
they will r eceive legislation of this character. ·we passe<l a few. 
sessions ago a bill in this body to repeal the income tax. That was 



2728 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. APRIL 2, 

a bill reducing taxation, abolishing taxation, a bill that did not put 
money in the Treasury at all, did not raise revenue; anu yet when it 
went to the House of Representatives they held that as it affected 
the revenue it was a mea.sure which the Senate could not originate, 
aud therefore they refused to consider it; they laid it upon the 
table; and so pertinacious were they upon that subject that they in­
sisted upon it and demanded a committee of conference between the 
two Hou es for the purpose of settling the que tion. The same 
que tion has occmTed several times on minor subjects in relation to 
bills that had been amended by the Senate. 

lr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Once this session. 
I\!r. SCOTT. And once this session upon a very small point, on 

which probably the question will come up again. I call attention to 
it simply as a practical question. Is it au visable that on a bill of 
this character, upon which the c01mtry is asking for speedy action, 
where both Honses are desirous of speedy action, we should with our 
eyes open, whatever view we may entertain of the position assumed 
by the House, incorporate in the bill a provision which will have the 
effect of putting it upon the table in that House and clogging its pas­
sage f I shall certainly vote against the amendment, if for no other 
reason for that rea.son, although I concur in the views that have 
been expressed by the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. THURMAN. .Mr. President, before I say anything upon this 
subject I "\-vish to observe that upon reflection I am inclined to think 
that the amendment suggested by the Senator from Iowa, and which 
without due consideration I accepted, had better be withdrawn. 
There are orne Senators who think that it would lead to uncertainty 
as to whether these legal-tenders would or would not be receivable 
at any given time in payment of customs duties-an uncertainty that 
ought not to exist for a single moment. I hope, therefore, that the 
Senator from Iowa v.ill agree that that may be withiliawn at least 
for the present. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I appreciate what has been said by the Senator 
from Ohio touching the amendment that I offered. I can see very 
well that it may leave this question in such doubt and uncertainty 
that perhaps, instead of reaching the end that is desired by him and 
the friends of the measure, it may have the effect of crippling it and 
leaving the matter in such an uncertain position that it is better to 
have the vote taken upon his propo ition by itself, before any further 
amendment shall be offered. I therefore withdraw my amendment, 
and leave the question as first presented by him. 

I\lr. TH R:M:AN. I wish to reply now to an objection that is started 
against this proposition of mine even by some Senators who do not 
profess hostility to it, and that is that it must nece arily destroy the 
bi1l, because the House of Representatives will not pass any bill which 
contains any measure originating in the Senate which affects the 
public revenue. Well, sir, if that is the Constitution of this country, 
the sooner the Government is abolished and another government et 
up the better it will be for the people. But that is not the law. :My 
friend from Pennsylvania certainly does not believe that is the Con­
stitution. 

?llr. SCOTT. My friend from Ohio will permit me to say that I took 
the trouble to write a somewhat lengthy report on that subject, in 
which I took the ground that the House of Repre entatives was en­
tirely wTOng in its position on that question. But, nevertheless, that 
does not remove their objection a a practical question of legislation. 

Mr. THURMAN. The Senator did write that report, which does 
him infinite credit as a constitutional lawyer; and I. think there 
was not a member of t he Senate who did not agree with it, and I do 
not suppose the Senate intends to relinquish or abjure its con titu­
tional rights. Nor does it follow because a House of Representatives 
of a former Congress entertained very erroneous notions on the sub­
ject of the riglits of the Senate, that therefore the present House 
does; or, if the present House does, that therefore we should abne­
gate our powers and be governed by the opinion of the House. But, 
sir, there is nothing in this idea whatsoever . . A bill to raise taxes 
must originate in the House of Representatives. The Constitution 
is clear enough on that subject ; but does it say that every bill or 
measure t.hat in anywise affects the revenue of the country must 
ha-ve its origin there' I t says nothing of the sort. If that were the 
case we could not originate a bill here in regard to Lhe public lands, 
or we could not amend a bill iu regard to what should be receivable 
in payment for the public lands. A host of bill would be wholly 
unconstitutional if they originated in the Senate, because they in­
crea e the revenue from the public lands. An amendment to allow 
homestead, or pre-emption, of payment in scrip, or anything of that 
1.-ind, if moved in the Senate, would be unconstitutional, because it 
would affect the revenue. Nay, sir, every single grant to railroads 
that has been made by bills originating iu the Senate would also 
be unconstitutional, because they tended to diminish the revenue. 
So that idea does not stand at all. What is the provision of the 
Constitution, pray~ That all bills for raising revenue shall originate 
in the House of Representatives. · 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me to state what I meant by 
raising the objection 'I I did not propose to discuss the constitution­
ality of this question, but merely to suggest to the Senate that the 
question would be raised in the House, and that, knowing what the 
House had determined, it was a matter for us to look at carefully h ere 
in the Senate before we send such a llill there. I agreeu with the 
~enate when the House dissented before and wh 'n the conference 

was ha-d which has been referred to; but knowing the facts, I , ay 
according to the theory of the House (whether correct or not is not 
tho question) this amendment upon the bill would subject it to their 
objection, beyond all doubt, in my judgment. Therefore I said what 
I did, that it would certainly produce the defeat of the bill either here 
or in the.. Hou e. 

~lr. CO:NKLIKG. As the Senator from Ohio is interrupted for a 
moment, will he let me make a suggestion I hope no Senator will 
accept the idea that this pre ents a question parallel to that in 
respect of which the Senator from Pennsylvania made a report. The 
suggestion now made goes as far as this : if we were to undertake to 
say by a bill originating hero that in future silver would not be a 
legal tender for any purpose in sum greater than ten dollars, that 
would encounter this objection. Why f Because it would require 
the pa.yment of duties in silver, just as this does when you say that 
hereafter gold may not be tendered for all the duties, but a certain 
portion of them may be paid in greenbacks. I venture to say it bas 
nothing whatever to do with the question which the Senator from 
Pennsylvania discussed in the report to which reference has been 
made. · 

Mr. THUR:!I.IAN. What is said by the Senator from New York is 
preci ely true. It is a wholly different thing from that. I can demon­
strate that this whole bill runs counter to the idea of the House of 
Representatives if this amendment of mine does, for this bill a:ffi cts 
the revenue without my amendment at all. It affects the value of the 
medium in which the taxes shall be paid and its purchasing power in 
the hands of the Government ; and upon the same kind of reasoning 
by 'which this amendment of mine would be held to be a measure for 
raising revenue, which therefore must originate in the House of Rep­
resentatives, this whole bill would have to originate there; in other 
words, the Senate would be shorn of its power to legislate as the Con­
stitution provide..c; it shall. I will not waste any time on that. I am 
sorry that those who are opposed to this measure interpose such an· 
obstacle as that to frighten us out of our propriety. 

Mr. LOGAN. Allow me a word, as I raised the question. The Sen­
ator says he is sorry those opposed to it do so. I am not oppo ed to 
his proposition. The Senator mistakes me. In a speech here on the 
19th day of January I suggested to the chairman of the Finance Com­
mittee to let a portion of the duty be payable in greenbacks. I 
raised the objection to putting it on this bill because I believed it 
would affect the passage of the bill; and that is my objection to it, 
and not to the principle, by any means. 

Mr. THURMAN. I did not misunderstand the Senator from lllinois. 
I did not believe he was ho tile to the amendment I offered. I was 
not alluding to him as being hostile to it, for in principle I understand 
him to be in favor of it. But let that pass. 

Now it is said by the Senator from Vermont that this propo ition 
of mine is a proposition tending toward perpetuating an irredeem­
able currency. Well, upon my word, that is quite past my compre­
hen ion. Can any man doubt for one moment that if you say that a 
portion of the revenue now payable in gold only may be paid in the 
legal-tenders of the United States, that makes tho e notes more valu­
able than they now are; that that approximates them to gold Is 
there anybody who can doubt that proposition 'I Has it not been 
said by the Committee on Finance, clid not the distinguished Senator 
from-Vermont as one of the members of that committee report the 
second section of this bill providing for the redemption of these notes 
in 5 per cent. bond , upon the very ground that 5 per cent. bonds 
being at par with gold, if you made the greenba-cks convertible into 
them you would bring the greenba-cks up to the par of gold ; and 
now when it i proposed to make the greenbacks equal to gold in the 
payme~t of cu toms duties, it is said that will not have the effect of 
appreciating them at all; that will not raise their value at all; but 
on the contrary it is a step toward perpetuating an irredeemable 
cuiTency. Sir, I cannot understand such a proposition as that; and 
I cannot help tllinking that if my respected friend, the Senator from 
Vermont-and there is no man who respects his intellect and his 
purity more than I do-were not a little warped in his judgment on 
this que tion by that prodigious affection he h as for a high protective 
tariff, which amounts almost to the fanaticism of a first lov , he 
would not see this measure in the light he does. But it is before the 
Senate, and there is no use in arguing i t . The Senate understands 
the propo itiou. I propo e, without any shock, without any contrac­
t ion, ·without any violence to the business of the country, without 
injuring any man who_ owes money, and without raising any cou:fl.ict 
between the debtor and creditor class, a measure that is in the direc­
tion of a return to a sound pecie-paying cm·rency-not so 1·apidly as 
to shock business or do injmy to any debtor in the whole country, 
but quiet and easy in its application, and certain in its effects. I do 
not say that there may not be much better propositions ; but I do a.y 
to those who are oppo ed, as I am opposed, to an irredeemable paper 
currency now and forever, that I believe they had better take this 
proposition which I believe they can carry, and enact it into a law. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I desire to explain why I shall vote again t 
this proposition. I am for it in and of itself, and on an independent 
bill introduced providing what the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio provides I would vote for it. I am in the second pla-ce perfectly 
clear in my mind that the objection which the House will take to this 
proposition has no foundation whatever, that a bill to raise revenue 
within the meaning of the Constitution must be a bill under and by 
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virtue of which revenue is collected. That is the only kind of a bill 
which can be styled a bill raising revenue; but it is equally clear in 
my opinion that the House will object to this, and lay the whole bill 
upon the table if we send it there. I shall therefore, and for only that 
reason, vote against this amendment. 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. It is hardly necessary for me to repeat 
here that I am in favor of the proposition proposed by the Senator 
from Ohio. As early a-s the 4th of December, in a speech which I had 
the honor to submit to the Senate, I declared my belief that if the 
Government would make its currency uniform and a full legal tender, 
it would appreciate it, as the currency of France to-day is appreciated, 
but within t per cent. of coin. The currency of France is receivable 
fur customs, and if our currency was receivable for customs also we 
should find uo perceptible difference worth noticing between our 
currency and coin. I also reiterated that view in a speech made, I 
think, on the lOth of March, and I am of the same opinion now. I 
am willing, however, to defer to the judgment of others who think 
that the House of Representatives would lay this bill on the table 
because holding the feature proposed to be placed in it by the Sena­
tor from Ohio, and it is only on that account that I rise to occupy any 
of the time of the Senate, because I made up my mind at the opening 
of this day that I would say nothing, if possible, that we might come 
to a vote and conclude this subject; and yet I am now forced to place 
myself right on this question, and to say, a-s has been said by our Pres­
ident JYrO tempore, that whenever there is an opportunity, divested of the 
difficulties which seem to be attached now to the question, I shaJI be 
most happy to vote for a proposition of this kind, believing that it is 
in the line of the appreciation of the currency, and is the best way of 
placing our currency at par with coin. I shall be compelled to vote 
against it at the present time a-s an amendment to this bill, however, 
for the reaso11 already stated. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Having paired with the Senator from Vermont, 
Mr. EDMUNDs, upon all questions in connection with this bill, inas­
much as it will be my duty to state that fact when the vote shall be 
taken, I embrace this opportunity to state the reasons why I should 
vote for this proposition if at liberty to vote. 

During the first week of January, soon after the recess, it will be 
remembered that in some remarks which I had the honor to submit 
to the Senate I stated that I believed 10 per cent. of the customs 
r evenues could be safely collected in greenbacks, and that in my 
judgment there was not any step that could be taken which would 
tend more certainly to the appreciation of the greenbacks than that 
one step. I believe so yet; and whether it shall be 10 per cent. or 
the per cent. proposed by the Senator from Missouri, would make but 
little difference so far as the principle is concerned. So far as the 
question now before the Senate is concerned and its effect on this par­
ticular bill, as to what steps the House might take on that question 
is a matter for each Senator to determine for himself. Inasmuch as 
I am precluded from voting on the question, I only deemed it my duty 
to state at this time, that I may place myself right, that if allowed 
to vote I should vote for this proposition. 

Mr. MORTON. I desire simply to state the reason for my vote. I 
shall not vote upon this proposition on its merits. I think the objec­
tion is well taken that it belongs to a class of measures which _must 
originate in the House of Representatives. All laws for raising rev­
enue must originate in the House of Representatives. It is equally a 
part of that prerogative to determine in wha.t t.he revenue shall be 
received, because the medium in which it is to be received may affect 
the amount. For that reason, whether it is to be received in paper or 
in coin, as that may affect the actual amount of the revenue, is a ques­
tion to originate in the House-not to be finally determined there, but 
to originate there; and for that rea-son, without giving any opinion 
on the proposition made by the Senator from Ohio or my friend from 
Missouri, I shall vote "nay." 

Mr. HAMILTON, of Maryland. I shall vote for the proposition of 
the Senator from Ohio for the very reasons assigned by Senators on 
the other side for voting against it. If I can be induced to believe 
that putting this proposition in this bill will induce the House to lay 
it on the table, that is what I want; and the sooner it goes on the 
table the better, as it now standR. I shall therefore vote for that 
proposition of the Senator from Ohio. I am for collecting the rev­
enues of the United States in gold and silver; and I am for separating 
this Government from any contact with paper money at all. But 
while I am for that, I am opposed to the principle that this Govern­
ment should force its paper money on other people. But when it un­
dertakes to force its paper money on other people, let it take the 
medicine itself, and soon the whole system will be exploded. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Maryland, like the Senator 
from Illinois, reasons very persuasively in favor of this amendment, 
and I should be tempted to vote for it teo if I could concur with 
either of those Senators in supposing that there was anv hope that 
the House of Representatives would take advantage of 'the amend­
ment as a reason for laying this bill upon the table. I have too 
much respect for the common sense and discernment of the House to 
leave any room to hope for such a result. Therefore I am compelled 
to vote upon the amendment in respect of its merits, and as I think 
it has no merits I shall vote against it. 

1\lr. TIPTON. Mr. President, being unaccustomed to make -public 
addresses, I shall have to vote for this proposition to set myself riJrht 
on the record. [Laughter.] -

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, in the 
chair.) The first question is on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri [Mr. BOGY] to the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. THURMAN.] 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend­

ment proposed by the Senator from Ohio, [MT. THURMAN.] 
1\Ir. CONKLING. I think we ought to have the yeas and nays on 

the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, and I ask for them. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
l\1r. SARGENT. I am paired on this bill and the amendments to it 

for the rest of the day with the Senator from Louisiana, Mr. WEST. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted-yeas 19, nays 

27; as follows : 
YEAS-Messrs. Bogy, Davis Fenton, Hager, Hamilton of Maryla.nd, Hamilton 

of Texas, Hamlin, Jones, K~y, McCreery~ Merrimon, Pratt, Ramsey, Ransom, ­
Saulsbury, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, ana Tipton-19. 

NAYS- Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Boreman, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, 
Conkling, Conover, Cragin, Ferry of Connecticut, Frelinghnysen, Harvey, Hitch· 
cock, Howe, Johnston, Lewis, Logan, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Morrill of Ver· 
mont, Morton, Patterson, Pease, Robertson, Scott. Sherman, and Spenoor-27. 

ABSENT-Messrs. Alcorn, Bayard, Boutwell, Brownlow, Buckingham, Cameron, 
Cooper, Dennis, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Michigan, Flanagan, Gilbert, Gold­
thwaite, Gordon, Ingalls, Norwood, Oglesby, Sargent, Schurz, Sprague, Stevenson, 
Wadleigh, West, Wmdom, and Wright-26. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer the following amendment, to be added 

to the first section of the bill : 
That the Secretary of the Treasury, on and after Jan nary 1, 1876, shall redeem in 

coin United States le&_al-tender notes UJ?On presentation at such places as ho may 
deSii!Ilate, in sums of ;~>1,000 or any multiple thereof, at the rate of $100 in coin for 
110m currency; and after six months from said date he shall redeem said notes, 

presented in sums as aforesaid at the places aforesaid, in coin at the rate of $100 in 
coin for $108 in currency. On and after January!, 1877, the Secretary of the Trea,s­
ury shall redeem said notes, presented in sums as aforesaid at the pla<les aforesaid, 
in coin, at the rate of 100 in coin for 106 in currency ; and six months thereafter 
he shall redeem said notes, presented a,s aforesaid at the places aforesaid, in coin, 
at the rate of 100 in coin for 104 in currency; and on and after January 1, 1878, 
the said Secretary shall redeem the said notes, presented in sums as aforesaid at 
the places aforesaid, in coin, at the rate of 100 in coin for 102 in currency; and 
six months thereafter the said Secretary shall redeem said notes,,resented in sums 
as aforesaid at the places aforesaid, m coin, at the fa<le value o said notes : P·ro­
vided, That said notes shall at no time be redeemed at rates higher or greater than 
their value relatively to gold. 

On that amendment I ask for the yeas and nays. I do not care to 
debate it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered ; and the Chief Clerk proceeded 
to call the rolL 

Mr. RANSO~I, (when his name was called.) On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Delaware, .Mr. BAYARD. 

The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. MORRILL,of Maine. I am paired with theStmatorfromRhode 

Island, Mr. SPRAGUE, as I was on the question last voted on. I voted 
on it inadvertently. I ask unanimous consent to withdraw my vote. 

The PRESIDENT JYI"O tempo're. The Sev.ator from Maine asks unan­
imous consent to withdraw his vote on the previous proposition. Is 
there objection Y The Chair hears none . . The Chair will, however, 
call attention to Rule 17: 

When the yeas and nays shall be taken ulon any question, in pursuance of the 
:et.h~l~~~fs~~~~!~:~:~=~~ c~.any circUD18tances whatever, to vote 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Then I content myself with saying that 
I voted inadvertently. . 

Mr. HAMLIN. The rule simply prevents his voting after the an­
nouncement. 

The PRESIDENT p1·o tempo1·e. The Chair thinks this correction 
may be made by unanimous consent. The name of the Senator from 
Maine will be erased from the roll on the preceding vote. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I am paired with the Senator from Massachu­
setts, Mr. BOUTWELL. I am not advised how he would vote on this 
particular question, and I content myself with this statement and do 
not vote. 

The result was announced-yeas 7, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS-Messrs. Cooper, Hamilton of Maryla.nd, Hamilton of ':Pexas, Hamlin, 

Jones, Saulsbury, and Stockton-7. 
NAYS-Messrs. Allison, Bogy, Boreman, Carpenter, Chandler, Clayton, Conover, 

Cragin, Fenton, F erry of Michigan, Gordon, Hitchcock, Howe, Ingalls, Johnston, 
Lewis, Logan, McCreery, Merri.mon, Morrill of Vermont, Morton, Oglesby, Pat­
terson, Pease, Pratt, Ramsey, R.obertson, Scott, Sherman, Spencer, and 'Tipron-31. 

ABSENT-Messrs. Alcorn, Anthony, Bayard, Boutwell, Brownlow, Buckin"ham, 
Cameron, Conkling, Davis, Dennis, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Connecticut, Flana­
gan, Frelinghuysen, Gilbert, Goldthwaite, Hager, Harvey, Kelly, Mitchell, Mor­
Till of Maine, Norwood, Ransom, Sargent, Sohnrz, Sprague, Stevenson, 8tewart, 
Thurman, Wa-dleigh, West, Windom, and Wrigh~4. 

So the amendment of Mr. SAULSBURY was rejected. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I offer an amendment now to come 

in after the section that was adopted on the motion of the Senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. i\iERRiliiON,] in the shape of two sections. 
I will say that while the amendment is not in accord with my own 
sentiments, I think it will be in accord with those of a large majority 
of the Senate. I take the amendment from a bill introduced in the 
Houso in relation to the redemption of the national-bank currency, 
and it is in so moderate a shape that I think it will commend itse]f 
to the general judgment of the Senate. 
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The words proposed to be inserted were rea;d, as follows: 
That every association organized, or to be organized, under the provisions of the 

natwnal-currency act approved .Tune 3, 1864, and of the several acts in amendment 
thereof, shall at all times keep and have on deposit in the Treasury of tho United 
States, in lawful money of the United States, a sum equal to 5 per cent. of its cir­
culation to be held and used only for the redemption of such circulat ion; and 
when the circulating notes of any such association or as:sociations shall be pre­
sented, assorted or unn.ssortecl, for redemption, in sums of 1,000, or any multi­
ple thereof, to the Secretary of the -Treasury, or to the assistant treasurer in the 
·city of New York, the same shall be redeemed in United States notes. All notes 
so redeemed shall be chargetl by the Secretary of the Treasury to the respect­
ive a sociations issuing the same, and he shall notify them severally, on the first 
day of each month, or oftener, at his discretion, of the amount of such redemptions; 
whereupon each association so notified shall forthwith ucposit with the Treasurer 
of the United States a sum in United States notes equal t.o the m.nount of its cir­
cnlating notes so redeemed, under penalty of forfeiture of charter. And when such 
r e-demptions have been so reimbursed, the circulati:ag notes so redeemed, or if 
worn, mutilated, or defaced, new notes instead, shall be forward ed to the respect­
ive associations: Provided, That each of said a sociations shall reimburse to the 
Treasury the costs of redemption and of supplyino- new notes in place of those 
redeemed. And the associations hereafter organized' shall also severally reimburse 
to the Treasury the co ts of engraving and printing their circulatinl' notes: And 
provided further, That the entire amount of United States notes outstanding and 
m circulation at any one time shall not exceed the sum of $400,000,000, now author­
ized by existincr law. 

That upon ill circnlatin~ notes hereafter issued, or hereafter to be is ucd, when­
ever the same shall come mto the Treasury, in payment., or depo. it for redemption 
or ot.herwise, there shall be printed, under such rules and regulations as the Secre­
tary of the Treasury may prescribe, the charter numbers of the associations by 
wliich they are severally issued. · 

Ml·. LOGAN. I wish to call the SenatmJs attention to the fact that 
this proposition is pretty much the same as one that I offered yester­
day. It is a part of the House bill in connection with free banking, 
just cut out of the House bill and offered. It applies only to a bill 
with free banking. Now I should like to ask the Senat-or why ho 
offers it to this b1ll, and whether or not he will vote for the bill if 
this amendment is adopted. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It is utterly impossible for me to 
say what shape this bill is going to assume before we get through 
with it, and whether I shall vote for it or not. I uo not think I ever 
can be induced to vote for it. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is just what I supposed. 
Ml-. MORRILL, of Vermont. But I presume t.o say, notwithstand­

ing, that the amendment which I offer is offered in good faith. 
Mr. LOGAN. I am not doubting that at all . 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. And it is offered to perfect the bill. 

rhere is no portion of the bill that has any provision of like character; 
and I think it will commend itself to the good sense of all Senator:;; 
that there should be something of this sort. I do not say that this is 
entirely correct; but trus was handed to me by a gent.leman who has 
ideas of expansion as well as the Senator from Illinois, a member of 
the House, and I thought there were some good features in it; and 
seeing the entire absence of any provision of this sort in this bill, I 
ventured to offer it here. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now I wish t,o call i;he attention of the Senate for a 
moment to this point, because it is import.ant. These two l:lections in 
connection with free bankil\g were oft"ered in the House so as to cor­
respond with thefeaturesofthat bill in connection with the greenbacks; 
but it oughtnotto be offered to this bill, becausetheveryredemption 
that is provided for national-bank notes, with very little change in it, is 
in t he law now as it exists; and it is a mere change so far as the m:v 
chinery is concerned. Substantially the very same thing exists to-day 
in the law. But if free banking was to be adopted, it might be well to 
make these little changes for the purpose of perfecting the machinery. 
This bill, however, only providing for $46,000,000 additional bank cir­
culation, there is no necessity for any machine ry in reference to it 

. except. that which is already in the law, because this is the law with 
very little change. I presume the Senator offered it with a view to 
have a vote, without any expectation of its being adopteu, or, if it 
was adopted;without any intention of voting for the bill. I hope 
the friends of the bill will not permit amendments that. ouo-ht not to 
be applicable to this particular feature of it as it stands to fi'e adopted 
so as to embarrass it . 

Mr. MORTON. I presume this amendment is not perfected even 
as the Senator from Vermont would have it. The Senator would not 
require the ba,nks to keep 5 per cent. of greenbacks in the Treasury 
of the Unit£ States in addition to what they are now required to 
keep by law. I presume he would have this 5 per cent. a part of the 
reserve which they are now required to keep. 

Mr. President, the ba,nks are now required to redeem at their own 
counters; they are also required by the law to select one of the · 
fedemption cities in which they shaU keep a redeeming agency. They 
are now required to redeem at two places : at their own count.er and 
at one of the redemption cities. This amendment requires them to 
redeem at a third place, a.t the Treasury of the United State,, and the 
amendment woultl require an additional rc ·erve of 5 per cent. I can 
cqnceive no good to be accomplished by it . If you require them to 
redeem at the Treasury, then you ought to strike out the redemption 
cities. They ought not to be required to have more tLau two places 
to reueem. The old State banks were only required to redeem at 
t heir own counters. I believe that is the rule in regard to all banks, 
even where they pay in specie, that they are only required to pay at 
t.heir own counters. The objection that the national-bank notes a,re 
not presented for redemption grows out of the fact t.lutt the national­
bank currency is so good that nobouy cares about ha,·ing it redeemed .. 
Tliat is the objection. 

Mr. SCOTT. I rose when the Senator from lllinois conclud0d, but 
I gave way to the Senator from Indiana when I saw that he was not 
aware that I had been recognized ; and I rose for the purpose o£ pro. 
pounding to the Senator irom Vermont the very same question tha.t tbe 
Sen a tor from In eli an a has started. I am glad he has done it; for if it 
be the intention to add 5 per cent. to the amount of greenbacks which 
the national banks are required to keep on hand, then I shall offer an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, releas­
ing the hanks altogether from keeping any reserve on their circula­
tion. At present, as the Senator from Indiana ha-s stated, they a.re 
required to redeem at their counters ; they are required to select one 
of the redemption cities, and may keep there three-fifths of their 
reseTve ; and if this be added to it, it would make a reserve of 20 per 
cent. required of all the country banks instead of 15. I am opposed 
to this amendment nnle s it is accompanied with a relea e of the 
?anks _from keeping a reserve on circulation altogether. If it be the 
mtentwn of the Senator from Vermont to take a vote on it as it stands 
I will move to aud to the section these words : ' 

And said associations shall not hereafter be required to keep on hand any amount 
of legal-tenner n otes as a. reserve upon their circulation. 

The PRESIDENT pm tempore. The Senator from Pennsylva,nia, 
moves to amenu the amendment. 
_ ~Ir .. MORRILL, o~ Vermont. I will modify my amendment by 
mscrtmg the words · shall be counted as part of their reserve " after 
the word ' circulation ;" so as to read : 

~b:1.t every association organized or to be organized under the provisions of the 
nationnl CUITency act, ap:proved .Tune 3, 1864, and of the several acts in amencl­
m_ent thcr~of, shall at_all times keep anti have on ~din deposit in the Treasury 
of the UJ?-1-tetl_ States_, m lawful money of the Urut~ States, a sum equal to 5 per 
cent. of Its Circulation , to be held and used only for the r edemption of such cii·· 
culation, and which shall be cotmted a-s part of their reserve, &c. 

~fr .. FERRY, of :Michigan. _I dislike very much to take up time; 
bu" still I must call the attention of the Senator to a burden that tllis 
imposes on the hanks. The redemption now is thmugh their own 
correspontlents, the choice of the banks in New York. It is propo ed 
by this amendment to make the redemption at the Treasury and sub­
trea uries of the nited State . The process will be to send its cur­
rency back to the banks. If it is confiued to Washino-ton, it compels 
them to redeem at a political center, not a financial ~me. The pro­
cess in New Yo~k now i ! they having selected their own correspond­
~nt ! that t~e difference lS made up tlu·ongh exchange . In this ca e 
1t w1U reqmre the currency to be sent back and the banks will he 
compelled to pay the expre s charges. 

Another thing; i t propo e to characterize t he currency, to localize 
it., and thus start a system of discrimination between the issues of the 
different b1:1nks. I am oppo ed to anything of that kind. The bank 
currency pa-sses now universally throughout the country; but the 
tendency of this amendment is to individualize the issues of each 
bank and gradually create (liscrirnination against one and another that 
may he more distant than others. That will be the effect, and it com­
pels the banks to pay the expense of sending back the currency to 
their own counters. Now they do it through their exchanges with ­
out expense,, and it is done in New York where the halanc~s nat­
urally increase. Here i t is proposed to be at a political center out of 
the financial channel. It seems to me the amendment ought n~t to be 
adopted. 

Mr. HOWE. I understand that it is even worse than the Senator 
from Michigan suggests. I t seems to me to impose a very direct and 
not a light burden npon the Treasury Department. It makes the 
Treasury Department the agent of the ea-stern banks where the 
money of the country is concentrated, in assortine; that money and 
collecting greenbacks for it. T wo hundred milhon clolla.rs or two 
hundred and fifty million dollars are on deposit in Baltimore Phila­
delprua, New York, and Boston continua-lly. If I understa~d this 
propo ition . it says to bankers and brokers, "Send your money en nwsse 
right into the Treasury; the Treasurer shall find clerks to cmmt and 
as ort i t, and retuTn you greenbaeks for it at once, and take their 
chances of collecting it from the country banks all over the United 
States in thirty days." It ~ee~s to me the Treasury is made directly­
! do not want to use any offensive term- the agent to effect these col­
lections. If the Government finds the material with which the banks 
shall.redeem their promise , I think that is enough for the Govern­
ment to do. 

Mr. MORTON. I think the suggestion of the Senator from ' Vis­
cousin is a very important one. That would undoubtedly be the effect 
of the provision. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Incliana remarked a moment 
ago that there was now redemption both at the bank-counters and 
in the redemption cities. That is not so in practice. There is no 
occa ion to send notes home for redemption at the bank-counters, be­
cause the persons who de ired to get green backs for their notes would 
not pay the expense of sending them home. Redemption in the re­
demrtiilon cities has proved to be a failure. I doubt whether in the 
whole history of the ban1."ing law there has been 10,000 redeemed in 
the redemption cities. It is simply a means by which the hanks get 
interest on deposits in the redemption cities. There are now two 
t~ousand banks. Think ?f t.he cliff?cnltyof assorting the notes of par~ 
tiCular bauks. Suppose 1twas desired to select the notes of a particu­
lar bank for redemption, either at its counter or at the place for re­
demption in a city; it is practica1l:v impossible -; the difficultv is so 
great that it is ne>er clone. " .. 
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Then there is another difficulty. Who knows where these bank­
notes can be redeemed Y Who designates in what particular bank 
and in which city is the place of redemption of any. conntry bank' 
I doubt very much whether the bankers coulcl fiml 1t out. The re­
deeming agents are des~g-nated by each bank respectively, how Y By 
a notice to the Comptroller of the Currency. Is that published 'I Is 
that known 'I Not at all. You may take a national-bank note out 
of your pocket. There is nothing on the face of the note to show 
that it is redeemable at the First National Bank of New York. How 
can you find out which one of the numerous banks in the redemption · 
cities is the place for the redemption of that note You might pos­
sibly by writing _to the Comptroller of the Currency in Washington 
find out the bank and city where it is to be redeemed. But that is 
practically impossible. 

'Ve have now bank paper which is convert.ible into a greenback 
by law at two places of redemption, and yet is practically inconvert i­
ble into greenbacks at any place of redemption. It cannot be sent 
home to a remote point for redempt ion, because that is too expensive 
and troublesome; it is too difficult to assort, too difficult to select 
those particular notes. It cannot be sent to a redeeming bank in a 
redemption city, because that is not ascertaip:able either on the face 
of the note or by any particular regulation of law. 

The purpose of this section in the eye of the gentleman who penned 
it, and who himself is not only in favor of free banking but of an 
increased volume of legal-tender notes, was to secure something like 
an o cillation, a movement backward and forward, of this currency 
to prevent its-redundancy; and it seems to me that he has fallen on 
tho best expedient to accomplish this purpose. It is true I do not 
think it amounts to much, because as you increase the volume of 
greenbacks and swell the volume of bank-notes there is no great 
occasion to send the latter home for redemption; but certainly this 
will enable tbe holder of national-bank notes who desires to have legal­
tender notes to get them by presenting them at the Treasury of the 
United States. 

I have it from a member on whose word I rely, that. the Treasurer 
of the United States says that practically there will be no difficulty 
in ca.rrying this section into operation; that 5 per cent. is an ample 
reserve for the circulation of banks, and this wou1d enable persons 
who desire to obtain legal-tenders either for the purpose of pa.ying a 
debt or for any other purpose they may have in view to get them. 
Now, practically anybody may refuse to take a national-bank note 
in payment of debt. Therefore it is sometimes a proper and right 
thing to endeavor to get greenbacks. If the volume of bank-notes is 
to be largely increased there ought to be some mode by which these 
n otes may be converted into greenbacks. There is no mode now. The 
very fact that these notes aTe all of the same similitude makes re­
demption impracticable under the present law. All the notes of two 
thousand banks are precisely alike, and the very name of the bank, 
the very designation and character of the bank and its location are in 
such small type that a man past fifty years would have to put on his 
spectacles to find out where the note was issued, so that redemption 
is impracticable . It was to meet that point that another provision 
containeu in this section was inserted by the member who framed it. 
As each bank is known by a number, numbering from one up to nine­
teen hundred and odd, according to the date of its charter, it is pro­
posed-which can be done at once by an ordinary machine-to stamp 
on the face of the note the number of the bank issuing it. Every­
body can then ascertain what bank issued any particular note by its 
number. Now, practically it is impossible t-0 have redemption, as 
you will see by taking up a pile of bills and assorting them over. 
You would find it difficult to pick out the notes of banks in one State 
without referring to localities in it. 

I think I understand the object of the section. Indeed I have con­
versed with the gentleman who drew it. He does not agree with me 
in opinion; but his object in this is perfectly right and just, to facili­
tate redemption so as to promote as far as practicable under this sys­
t em of redemption in greenbacks the oscillation, the movement back­
ward and forwm·d of currency, so t.hat if bank-notes are unduly 
is ned in a particular section of country they may flow back. 

Now, take the State of Massachusetts. Ma-ssachusetts has issued 
59,000,000 of circulating notes, ani! they are scattered all over the 

western country. If the bankers and p"'ople of the West could send 
tho e notes to the Treasury with the hope of getting greenbacks to 
carry on their operations, why should they not have that privilege V 
Bnt now practically it is impossible; there is no redemption, no plan 
of redemption. Although the l::tw guarantees one, yet it is utterly 
futile. No mn,n can now convert a bank-note into a greenback with­
out more labor and more trouble than the whole operation would be 
worth to him. It was merely to remove that difficulty that this sec­
tion was framed. I shall vote for it, not that I think it will accom­
plish any gre~tt results, but it will certainly tend to permit this oscil­
lation ba-ckward and forward of notes from the place of issue to the 
place where they :we loaned, and then let them :float back again to 
the bank or the Treasury, where they will be redeemed by a green­
back. 

Mr. HOWE. I am very much inclined to think that this measure 
would get up a little more oscillation tbn,n would be agreeable, espe­
_cinlly to the banks. I guess you had better k eep the circulation as 
still a~ you can. 

L ot me say to the Senator from Ohio what I think is the reason 

you have not any practical redemption; nobody wants it. 'Vhat iii 
the use of changing a bank-note into a greenback f Neither of them 
is money in a commercial sense nor in any honest sense. The green­
back is more abundant than the bank-note. You say the greenback 
is issued by the Government; the bank-note is supported by the 
Government also. The greenback is a promiese of the Government 
to pay a dollar; the bank-note is supported by the promise of the 
Government to pay a dollar and ten cents. There is a dollar and 
t.en cents of the Government credit pledged for the redemption of the 
bank-note. The bank-note is the stronger of the two. 

Mr. MORTON. It is a kangaroo. . 
Mr, HOWE. It has got the longest legs, you see. Then in paying 

debts every domestic creditor takes tho bank-note just as readily as 
the United States note, and when you want to pay a foreign debt 
you cannot pay it with either. What is the use of such a redemp­
tion as that f You might provide for redeeming whisky with water 
and expect that to be pra-ctical. Most of the people would prefer to 
keep the whisky, just as most of the people would prefer to keep the 
bank-note, because it is the strongest ; a good reason for keeping it. 
[Laughter.] But the fact is, that all those who deal in money care 
so little_whether they have the one note or the other that the banks 

·have taken in and paid out both indiscriminately. You cannot go 
into a bank and get $100 without getting all kinds of currency. But 
the Senator from Ohio suggests that if tho United States Treasury 
w~ take upon itself this labor of as orting the notes, counting them 
out, sending them back and forward, then you will get up an oscilla­
tion. I have not the least manner of doubt about it. but as I do not 
hunger for oscillation, I think I shall vote against this amendment. 

Mr. FENTON. There is a way of securing redemptions, a practical 
plan if we want to adopt it, bn t I do not think we do. I have not seen 
any such disposition on the part of the Senate when they have ha-d the ­
opportunity, and they have it still. T.his amendment would not be 
very successful if it wa-s adopted in securing redemptions in my judg­
ment, and if it would be it ought not to be adopted, for I doubt 
whether the Government ought to be turned into an a sorting and 
clearing house for the banks of this country. I shall vote against it. 

Mr. SCOTT. . I offered my amendment to the section offered by the 
Senator from Vermont, not because I am entirely favorable to that 
section, but ii it is to be adopted I want my amendment to accom­
pany it. My view of this central redemption for national-bank notes 
is, that it is at entire variance with the whole original theory of 
the national-bank system. We know it was a part of it, but the 
idea of the national-bank system wa-s to apportion circulation to 
wealth and population in certain localities, for the purpose of ac­
commodating the business of those localities; and if there be any 
way by which that is to be accomplished it ought to be by keeping 
that national-bank circulat ion in the very l~alities to which the law 
originally apportioned it. To require these banks to keep a portion 
of their reserves in a dista.nt locality is in effect t aking away from 
the localities intended to be benefited by the apportionment the ben­
efit which the law intended to confer upon them. Therefore, I have 
never been very favorably impressed with the system of e tablishing 
redeeming agencies at the commercial centers for national-bank pa­
per; for I think it is at war with the original idea of apportioning 
the circulation for the benefit of business in different localities accord­
ing to wealth and population. 

1\fr. FRELINGHUYSEN. In order to understand this amendment, 
I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania whether the amendment does 
not provide for a orting the bills so that they will be sent to the 
places where they are intended to circulate 'I It struck me that that 
was just the benefit, if there was any, of this amendment, that it was 
a mode by which the bills which had wandered off thousands of miles 
away from their locality would through this channel bE:' bronght back 
to the place whence they originally issued. .A.m. I correct'/ 

Mr. SCOTT. If that were the only practical effect, that might be 
so; but it is evident the practical efl'ect of it is intended to be to give 
the money-changers at the commercial centers theopportunity of 
getting greenbacks for this national-bank circulation. That iR the 
effect of it. The other is a mere collateral affair, and not the original 
purpose of it. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. When I introduced this amendment 
I stated that it did not precisely harmonize with my own views. 
I would be much more in favor of redemption at the city of New York. 
But as we have indications from enough of those who control a ma­
jority here to show what would be the fate of this propo ition, and 
it is quite evident that the minority have "no rights which white men 
are bound to respect'' a to ofiering amendments, [laughter,] I with­
draw the amendment, and I hope the majority will propo e something 
from a quar)er that they will be ready to accept themselves. _ 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I move that we now proceed to the con­
sideration of executive business. 

Ir. LOGAN. 0, I hope not ; let us go on and finish the bill. 
fr. Al~THONY. Will the Senator allow me to interpose a motion 

before that . 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Certainly. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, to-morrow is a day that is observed 

with peculiar solemnity by the whole Christian world, and although 
I was not educated in the doctrine that accepts it as the authentic 
anniversary of the event which it commemorates, I have great re­
spect for those who do. believe it has not been customa-ry during 
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the long session for the Senate to sit on Good Friday. I therefore 
move that when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Saturday next;. or as we have not sat on a Su,turday at all during 
this session, I will move that when we a-djourn to-day it be to meet 
on Monday next. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Has there ever been an instance when 
that has been done f 

.Mr . .ANTHONY. Has there ever been an instance cluring the long 
ses ion when we have sat on Good Friday I am sure that we have 
adjourned over that day. I cannot say that the pmctice has been 
uniform, but I know we have done so at times. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not remember an inst-ance. 
~Ir. MORRILL, of Vermont. Never but once. 
Mr . .ANTHONY. I will move that when the Senate adjourns to-day 

it be to meet on Saturday next. 
Several SENATORS. Say Monday. 
~Ir . .ANTHONY. I would prefer Monday, but I understood some 

Senators to object to that. 
Several SE YATORS. No, no; say Monday. 
Mr . .ANTHONY. Very well; then I move that when the Senate 

adjourns to-clay it be to meet on Monday next. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. BORE:\IAN in the chair.) The 

motion can be entertained by unanimous consent. 
Mr. MORTON. If it is out of order, I object. 
~Ir . .ANTHONY. I should think the Senator would allow us to 

test the sense of the Senate. I do not want to impose, and I certainly 
cannot impose, on the Senate any adjournment that they do not de­
sire; but the Senator will allow us to test the question, will he noU 

Mr. MORTON. I a ked the other day to move to reconsider a vote 
to adjourn over, and I wa-s told very promptly by the Senator from 
New York and half a dozen others that it was not in order, and was 
required to take my eat. 

Mr . .ANTHONY. Then I mo've to lay the pending bill on the table, 
the object being to have an opportunity to interpose a motion for the 
order of business, which I supposed was always granted. That mo­
tion is in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order, but it is not debatable. 
Mr . .ANTHONY. I hope, however Senators may vote on the ques­

tion of adjournment, they will give us a chance to test the sense of 
the Senate upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is not open to debate. 
Mr. ROBERTSON. I call for the yeas and nays on the motion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island 

moves to lay the pending bill on the table. 
~Ir. HAMILTON, of Maryland. For the singlo purpose of moving 

an adjoru·nment over. 
Mr. CONKLING. Let us take the question by the sound, without 

the yeas and nays. • 
1\Ir. MORTON. No; let us have the yeas and nays. 
1\ll'. CONKLING. Very well; then let us lay the bill on the table. 
The yeas and na.ys were ordered; and being taken resulted-yeas 

2'2, nays 21 ; a-s follows: 
YEA.S-Messrs . .Anthony, Conkling, Cooper, Cragin, Davis, Fenton, Flanagaru 

Frelinghuysen, Goldthwaite, Hager, Hamilton of Maryland, Hamilton of Texas, 
Haml.ii:t, Howe, Jones, Kelly, McCreery, Morrill of Vermont, Ramsey, Saulsbury, 
Schurz, and Windom-22. 

NAYS-Messrs. Bo&y, Boreman, Carpenter, Ferry of Michigan, Gordon, Harvey, 
Hitchcock, In....rralls, Jounston, Logan, Merrimon, Morton, Norwood, Oglesby, Pat­
terson, Pratt, Robert.~on, Scott, Snerman, Spencer, and Tipton-21. 

ABSENT-Mes rs. Alcorn, Allison, Bayard, Boutwell, Brownlow, Buckingham, 
Cameron, Chandler, Clayton, Conover, Dennis, Dorsey, Edmunds, Ferry of Con­
necticut, Gilbert, Lewis, Mitchell, Morrill of Maine, Pease, Ransom, Sargent, 
Sprague, Stevenson, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Wadleigh, West, and Wright-29. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. 

A message from the President of the United States, by l'tir. 0. E. 
BABCOCK, his Secretary, announced that the President had on this 
day approved and signed the act (S. No. 334) to remove the political 
disabilities of William L. Cabell, of Texas. 

PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT TO fONDA Y. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I now move that when the Senate adjourns to­
day it be to meet on 1\fonclay next. 

Mr. FERRY, of 1\fichigan. I move to amend the motion so as to 
provide for a meeting on Saturday next. 

1\Ir. MORTON. Is this question debatable f 
The PRESIDLL'fG OFFICER. It is, in the opinion of the Chair. 
1\Ir. MORTON. The proposition to throw away the day to-morrow, 

in view of all the circumstances, it seems to me, cannot be justified; 
and I will say to my frieml from Rhode Isla,nd that I think we ought 
to be allowed to take a vote on the pending financial question with­
out this sort of delay being interposed. The proposition to adjourn 
over Good Friday is contrary to the usn,ges of the Senate. I think no 
Senator here can remember that it ha-s ever been done. There are 
many other holy days which it would be equally proper to adjourn 
over as that of Good Friday, that are observed by the Catholic and 
Episcopalian and other churche-s. I think we all understand this. I 
hope now that this sort of proposition will not be interposed to the 
final decision of this que tion. 

1\Ir. ANTHONY. When I amcbarged with wasting the time of the 
Senate by any Senator who has not spoken more hours than I have 

minutes during tbi.c; session I will defend myself. Until then I can 
stand upon my record. [Laughter.] 

1\Ir. TIPTON. It is very evident that if we lose to~ morrow on n.c­
count of our piety, we shall take some Sunday in order to make up fori t. 
[Laughter.] We have been in thehabitof doing that, sitting on Sun­
day at the end of a session; and I have no doubt we shall be called 
upon to sit all day some Sunday in order that we may now piou ly 

·take a day .that our constituents do not expect us to take from the 
public business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Michigan moves 
to amend the motion by ubstituting Saturday for Monday. That is 
the pending que tion. 

Mr. CONKLING. That will merely waste the day. We shall not 
do anything on Saturday. 

Mr. MORTON. I want to say one thing further. The remark of 
my friend from Rhode Island does not change the character of this 
proposition in the least. I shall make no defen e ag-ainst what he said. 

1\Ir . .ANTHONY. If the Senator knows or conceives that I have not 
made this motion in good faith, or that it has any character t.hat does 
not appear on the face of it, I would thank him to state it. I am not 
in the habit of trifling with the Senate. -

1\fr MORTON. It occurs to me that this is very much like trifling 
with the Senate. 

1\fr. FERRY, of 1\fichigan. I have offered my amendment in good 
faith. I do not know that the vote just taken is an indication that 
the Senate proposes to adjourn over to-morrow; but if they are dis­
posed to adjourn over, it seems to me they cannot do le s than meet 
here on Saturday. If it is the object to pay respect to Good Friday, 
then I meet Senator upon that point, and a k them to meet here on 
Saturday. We are just as able to meet here on Saturday as we are 
on Friday, a,nd if we give away Friday, we ought to take Saturday 

It has been stated by others that there has been a dispo ition to 
prolong this discus ion and waste the time of the Senate. The co un­
try has so felt, and has a ked us to settle this question of :finance one 
way or the other; and now in the face of that, :with the mea ure pend­
ing a.nd evidently a majority di posed to perfect the bill, it is pro­
posed to throw away two days. 

l\Ir. MORTON. To aL1journ over three days. 
1\fr. FERRY, of Michigan. If it is just that we should gjve one 

day, I am willing to give that one day, but no more; and I n,m willing 
and ready to come here on Saturday and try and do my duty. 

l\lr . .ANTHONY. I think I shall ask my friend from Michigan if 
his motion is according to the new parliamentary law which bas bee.n 
laid down here within a few days, that no Senator has a right to move 
an amendment to a proposition unless he is going to vote for it' If 
the Senator is going to vote for the proposition as amended, then I 
admit his right to move the amendment. I think he and Iris friends 
have laid down the doctrine in the case of my friend from Vermont 
[~Ir. MORRILL] and others, that they have no right to move an 
amendment unless they are going to vote for the bill. 

Mr. FERRY, of l\Iichigan. That was on a :financial question, not 
a religious one. [Laughter.] The Senator from Rhode I land bas 
presented a new precedent., adjomning over Good Friday. I have no 
knowledge of such a,n expedient, but I am disposed to defer on relig­
ious matters as rapidly and as fully a.s I can to the Senator from 
Rhode Is1J.nd. We have been applying rules, however, to a fiuancin.l 
question. This is a new one. I was not aware of it until my atten­
tion was called to it. Now I propose to vote according to the amencl­
ment that I propose, and then my feeling is to vote down the whole 
proposition, because I am opposed to an adjournment over. I am dis­
posed to spend the S~bbat.h religiously; but to adjourn over a day 
nowt -yv-hen we have spentfourmontbs on this great question, I think 
is asking a little too much. 

1\Ir. BOGY. I hope the amendment of the Senator from l\fichigan 
will be adopted, and that the Senate will adjourn until Saturday. I 
appreciate the argument made by the Senator from Indiana and al o 
by the Senator from Michigan, that the pending bill ought to ue di ~ 
posed of; but it must not be forgotten that to-morrow is a day that 
is held in high veneration by the entire Christian world, and I think 
it would be promotive of goo~ even on this great :financ~aJ.. que tion 
if we observe that day w bich 1s commemorated by the Chn.stian world 
as the day upon which t-he Saviour of mankind was crucified. I hope 
the amendment of the Senator from 1\licbigan will be adopted, and 
that the Senate will adjourn over until Saturday. 

1\Ir. GORDON. Is it proposed by Stmators on theothersidetomake 
it a day of prayer and fasting, that they may get light to guide them 
on the :financial question [Laughter.] 

Mr. FERRY, of Michigan. I movethatthe Senate do now adjourn. 
1\Ir. SHERMAN. I trust the Sena,tor who de ires to atljonrn now 

will change the motion and move an executive se ion. There is occa­
sion for an executive ession. 

1\Ir. FERRY, of 1\fichigan. Very well; I modify the motion in that 
way. 

The PRESIDENT 1J1·o tentpore. The Senator from l\fichigan moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 
1\Ir. ANTHONY. I never take advanta"e of the Senate, and I do not 

wish to do- anything that may seem to do so ; and therefore I give 
notice that to-morrow I shall move to adjourn, so that Senators may 
be here or not as they see :fit. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tem,po're. The Senator from Rhode Island gives 

notice that to-morrow he will move an adjournment; but whether at 
twelve o'clock or during the afternoon he does not state. 

1\Ir. A.i~THONY. On the assembling of the Senate to-morrow. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
After thirteen minutes spent in executive session the doors were 
reopened, and (at five o'clock and eight minutes p.m.) the Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
THURSDAY, April 2, 1874. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J. G. BUTLER, D. D. . 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS, ETC. · 

1\!r. PLATT, of New York. On behalf of my colleague, 1\!r. CLARKE, 
who is confined to his bed by illness, I desire to present the petitions 
of merchants, manufacturers, bankers, and leading business men of 
the city of Rochester, New York, praying a return to specie pay­
ments and that there may be no more issue of Ifaper currency, that 
it may be refer,red to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

Mr. FORT. I shall have to object unless others can be allowed the 
same privilege. Hundreds and thousands of petitions come here pray­
ing the very reverse of this petition. I am perfectly willing that this 
petition shall -be presented if we can all present other petitions in the 
same way; but there will be hundreds of them every morning. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Let them all be referred uncler the rule. 
The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the petit ion will be referred 

under the rule. 
CLAL"'1S FOR ADDITIONAL BOUNTIES. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask unanimous consent to submit for considera­
tion at this time a bill to extend the time for filing claims for addi­
tional bounties under the act of July 28, 1866. I think there will be 
no objection to it. 

The bill was read for information. It proposes to extend the time 
for filing claims for a-dditional bounties under the act of July 28, 1866, 
and which expired by limitation on the 30th of Janual'y, 1874, until 
the 30th of January, 1875, and to provide that all claims for such 
bounties .filed in the proper Department after the 30th of January, 
1874, and before the passage of this bill shall be deemed to have been 
filed in due time, and shall be considered and decided without refiling. 

1\Ir. WILLARD, of Vermont. I must object to the present consid­
eration of that bill. It will give rise to debate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman will allow it to be referred 
to the Committee on Wal' Claims with permission to report at any 
time. It is a matter of great importance to the soldiers. 

1\Ir. WILLARD, of Vermont. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. HAWLEY, of illinois. It ought to go to the Committee on 

Military Affairs, if to any committee. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I will withdraw the bill for the present and intro-

duce it on Monday, if I can get the floor. . 
Mr. GARFIELD. I call for the regular order of busmess. 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. DONNAN. I rise to a privileged report from the Committee on 

Printing. I repdrt back adversely the following msolution: 
Resolved That there be printed for the use of the House three thousand extra. 

copies of the report of the Committee on Military Affilirs as to the reduction of the 
Army. 

The resolution was laid u_pon the t:tble. 
COMMISSIONER OF FORESTRY. 

Mr. DONNAN. I report back from the Committee on Printing the 
following resolution, with a recommendation thatt.he same be adopted: 

Resolved, That there be printed :five thousand extra. copies of the r eport of the 
Committee on the Public Lands on the message of the President in r elation to the 
appointment of a commissioner of forestry. 

I hold in my hand the report referred to. It consists of some one 
hundred and sixteen printed pages well indexed, and was made by 
officers of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
It is a very able report, and there has been so much call for it that 
the committee have deemed it advisable to recommend the printing 
of five thousand extra copies. The type is now standing, and the cost 
of these extra copies will be some sixteen or seventeen cents per copy. 

The resolution was adopted. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. STORM. I rise to a personal explanation, and what I consider 
to be a question of privilege. I find in the RECORD this morning, upon 
looking over the remarks of the gentleman fmm Nevada [.Mr. KEN­
DALL] as there printed, certain remarks of a personal character which 
were not uttered upon this floor during the debate of yesterday. I 
rise merely to call attention to the fact and to condemn the practice of 
gentlemen adding to their remarks others of a personal character 
which were not made upon this floor. I think no gentleman in this 
House shoulcl resort to such practice. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman mean personal in r eference 
to a member of this House '1 

:Mr. STORM. Yes, sir. 
Mr. KENDALL. I did not understand the statement of the gen­

tleman. 
Mr. STORM. I say that the gentleman from Nevada, in his speech 

as published in the REcoRD this morning, has some remarks of a per­
sonal character which were not uttered upon this floor yesterday. I 
mention this fact in order to condemn the practice. 

Mr. KENDALL. And I say that if the gentleman had paid atten­
tion to what I said he would have heard what is reported in the REc­
ORD this morning. 

Mr. STORM. I say that the gentleman has added to his remarks, 
and the reporters' notes will show it. He does not deny it. 

Mr. KENDALL. I do deny it. 
:Mr. STORM. I move that the REcoRD be corrected by striking out 

that portion not uttered yesterday by the gentleman. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. STORl\1] 

raises the point that there are published in the RECORD this morning, 
as remarks of the gentleman from Nevada, some remarks of a per­
sonal nature which were not uttered upon the flo6r, and asks that the 
same should be excluded from the bound copy of the REcoRD. The 
Chair is of opinion that that is a question of privilege. 

1\fr. KENDALL. I ask that the sentences be read to which excep-
tion be taken. 

The SPEAKER. They will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania who offered this amendment, (Mr. NEGLEY,] 

and his collea~me, [Mr. STORM,] who are so familiar with the condition and wants 
of the mines ~d miners of the Comstock, though n either h!!S ever seen a silver 
mine, bray out their usual argument that this is another movement of the "Cali· 
fornia Bank ring" to defeat theloug-suffering and much-persecuted Sntro! 

* * * 
I had, Mr. Speaker, at one time thought of replying to the other gentleman from 

Pennsylvania, [Mr. STORM,] usually so reticent, who the other day oecame so sud­
denly enlightened about the wants of the poor miners in the "sage-brush;" but I 
forbear; it is not worth the while; it is not of the slightest consequence. 

Mr. STORM. Those remarks, I say, were not uttered upon this 
floor. 

Mr. KENDALL. I wish to say, that standing here in this place on 
yesterday, where I now stand this morning- -

Mr. NEGLEY. Allow me just a moment to say to the gentleman 
from Nevada and to the House, that so far as any reference is ma-de 
to me it is a matter of perfect" indifference. 

The SPEAKER. That is not the question before the House. 
:Mr. KENDALL. I wish to state that during the debate of yester­

day on the bill which has been referred to, standing here where I 
now stand, the five minutes which I was allowed to address the 
House expired. I then stated that I should refer to certain extracts 
from newspapers that had come to me in reference to this bill, anQ. 
should ask to have them included in my remarks, which I have done. 
And the gentleman from Pennsylvania [:Mr. STORM] who has just 
now resumed his seat, then standing at my left, should have heard 
that I said substantially in regard to himself what appettrS in the 
RECORD of this morning. Now, sir, the gentleman is somewhat sensi­
tive about the allusion that is made to him, and I am glad of it. It 
is a sign of good health when the patient has a little sensibility left. 
My allusion, though not in kind terms to him, was of such a nature 
that I am a little surprised the gentleman should rise here this morn­
ing to a personal explanation and ask that the RECORD be corrected. 
However that may be does not concern the matte!'. I repeat that 
the remarks which· have been read were essentially and substantia1ly 
made here in the course of that debate. That is all I have to say in 
explanation, not in defense, for I make none and need none. 

Mr. STORM. The gentleman does not deny, he cannot deny, that 
he did not make yesterday in the debate the remarks which the Clerk 
has read. 

Mr. KENDALL. I say that I did make t:b.em substantially. 
Mr. STORM. I appeal to the notes taken by the reporter at the 

time, which I have not seen; but I say they will not be found there. 
The SPEAKER. That is a question of fact, which the reportel's' 

notes will settle. There have been several instances in which re­
marks of a personal nature have been intm:jected into the reporters' 
notes; and such cases have always given rise to unpleasant debate in 
the House. A notable case was that of a then member from Ohio, in 
which case the matter was referred to a committee of the House. It 
has uniformly been held that where a member revises the reporters' 
notes, or where he obtains leave to print remarks not delivered, every­
thing of a personal nature, not spoken on the floor, should be care­
fully exclurled. This is a part of the common law of the House. 

Mr. SPEER. I ask that the reporter produce his notes. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that the manuscript of the 

reporters is not in the House, but necessarily at the printing office. 
fr. STORM. I hope that the language printed in the RECORD may 

be corrected by reference to the reporters' notes. Wlj;hout having 
seen those notes, I am ready to stand by them. 

Mr. G. F. HOAR. In connection with this matter, I beg leave to 
inquire of the Chair by what authority the expressions "laughter," 
"sensation," &c., are put into the debates by the reporters; whether 
such thin us are any part of the proceedings of the House f 

The SPEAKER. The ChaJr thinks not. 
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