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our manhood. To rob ns of this would not enrich you and would
make us poor indeed. Waive this demand which manhood forbids
you to make and us to yield, and the past can be buried forever. Upon
this platform we can meet and shake hands over the graves of our
soldiers, and under the auspices of a restored Union march on together
in peace and fraternity to grander achievements than we have ever
known and a future far more glorious than our past.

Stripped of her wealth, and, I fear, growing poorer every year;
erippled by the war, depressed in spirit, staggering under the weight
of accumnlated debt, the South looks and longs for peace as anxiously
as ever the mariner looked for the star by which he might guide his
wandering bark aright when “ night and the bemgeat had gathered
around him.” If any one section of this conntry has a deeper inter-
est than another in the restoration of fraternal peace and the stabil-
ity of good government, the Sounth is that section. If the northern
people cannot bring themselves to the point of trusting the honor and
relying on the pledges of the South, they certainly cannot be unmind-
ful of the fact that her interest in kecping the peace is fully equaled
by her inability to break it. But we Eﬂve no desire to break it. If
the flag that floats over this Capitol is not our flag, we have none; if
this is not our country, we have none ; we are aliens in the land of our
birth and exiles in the homes of our childhood. Here the bones of
our ancestors are buried, and here we expect our dust to sleep when
our weary feet stand still npon the thorny road we have traveled.
This eountry must be the home of our children; they will have no
other home, no other country but this ; here they must live, here die,
and here be buried. For party purposes our loyalty may be donbfed,
and our names sought to be dishonored and detested, but if the time
should ever come when a foreign enemy shall invade these shores and
this conntry needs stont hearts and true to defend if, all will then see
in that hour of trial and national danger—

Whose dripping blade and stalwart arm

Will hew a red circle in the line,
And fence their country’s flag from harm.

Mr. Chairman, the national conventions of the two great parties
will goon convene, when ene or the other will nominate the man des-
tined to preside over the affairs of this t country for the next four
years. It will be a contest fraught with momentouns interest to the
whole country, but particularly to the suffering S8outh. Her people
will look to it with a concern more painful and profound than they
could regard any mere party ascendency. The struggle will possess
enough of donbt and uncertainty on both sides to impress each one
of the parties with the necessity of husbanding all their resources
and putting forth all their strength. From this fact let ns indulge
the hope that each will be induced to nominate for that high office its
best and broadest man.

I do not sympathize with the desire which I have heard expressed
by some of my political friends that the republican party may nomi-
nate some narrow and sectional partisan, whose extreme and illiberal
views may constitute an element of weakness to him in the contest.
The sitnation is far too grave, and the consequences of the election
of such a man will be far too vital and disastrous to my section, for
me to re his nomination with any other feeling than that ef sin-
cere deprecation. If the democratic party should fail in the coming
contest to elect their candidate and victory should again perch on the
republican standard, I earnestly trust that the best, the most national,
the most just, the most honest, and the most liberal man in all the
republican party may be elevated to the Presidency.

e interests of every section of the country demand as the Chief
Executive Magistrate the services of a statesman who will stand on
an elevation where party will not obscure his vision or passion m
his judgment, and who, by the exercise of a liberal policy and a b;
charity toward every section of the country, will make each State
feel that it is a State and a component port of the American Union.
I hope he will have the breadth of mind to see that one section of this
country cannot be given over to rnin and desolation without blast
ing the other; that the blow which kills the South must also para-
lyze the North; that he will hold the military subordinate to the civil
authority ; that he will fill the high places of the Government with
statesmen of undoubted integrity and werthy of the high positions
to which he may assign them; and that he will appoint to office honest
and honorable men in every section of the country, and not a hungry
horde of political buecaneers, who will prey upon the people and con-
sume their substance. May no corrupt rings, bloated with Treasury
{::p and wallm'i'in%1 on the green pastures of executive Bstmnaga,

allowed to rob the Government and to degrade the public service,
and may the atmosphere that pervades his entire administration be
so pure and healthful that official integrity shall again become the
rule, and not the exception, in positions of trust and honor. Such a
President the conntry needs, and to such an administration good men
of all parties will give their hearty co-operation.
God giveaus men! A time like this demandas
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, and ready hands ;
Men whom the lnst of office does not kill ;
Moy Who piasots Sonbas ks o
Men who have hoﬂoﬂ&g‘w?m ;ri.ll not lie;
Men who can stand before a demagogue,
And damn his treacherouns flatteries withont winking!

Tall wen, sun crowned, who live above the fog
In public duty, and in private thinking.
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During the delivery of the remarks of Mr, House the hour allowed
under the rnle expired, and his time was extended by unanimous con-
sent, on motion of Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama.

Mr. DAVIS obtained the floor, and yielded to

Mr, JONES, of Kentucky, who moved that the committee rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordinglﬁr rose ; and Mr. JoNES, of Kentucky, hav-
ing taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CLYMER reported that
the Committee of the Whele on the state of the Union had had under
consideration the bill (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations for the
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1877, and for other pur-
poses, and had come to no resolution thereon.

Mr. CLYMER. Imove that the ITouse now adjourn.

The motion was agreed fo; and accordingly (at ten o’clock and forty
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The fo!]owinf memorials, petitions, and other papers were presented
at the Clerk’s desk under the rule, and referred as stated :

By Mr. ADAMS: The petition of W.D. McLean, James Stevens, and
others, of Cohoes, Now York, envelope manufacturers, printers, and
stationers, for such legislation as will relieve them from injurious
competition by the Government throngh the Post-Office Department
inthe manufacture, transportation, and sale of envelopes, postal cards,
&e., to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. BASS: Remonstrance of T. Guilford Smith and 200 other
citizens of Buffalo, New York, against the passage of the Morrison
tariff bill, to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. BLISS: The petition of Ann Vashage, widow of Adolph
Vashage, late a private of Company L, Ninth New York Voluuteers,
for a pension, to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, _

By Mr. CHITTENDEN: The petition of Mrs. M. Hart, for a pen-
sion, to the same committee.

By Mr. CROUNSE: The petition of members of Grange 424, Pat-
rons of Husbandry, Jefferson County, Nebraska, for a return to former
postage rates on third-class matter, to the Committee on the Post-
Office and Ppst-Roads.

By Mr. HOPKINS: Resolutions of the Pittsbnrgh Coal Exchange,
protesting against the construction of a bridge over the Ohio River
at the foot of Elm street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and arging the passage
of a law which will prevent the construction of bridges over navi-
gable waters that will in any manner interfere with navigation, to
the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. LAWRENCE : The petition of J. W. Timberlake and other
citizens of- Logan County, Ohio, that the Indian Bureau shall not be
transferred from the Interior to the War Department, to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs,

By Mr. MAcCDOUGALL: The petition of 1,173 late Union soldiers
of lowa, for the passage of a law granting bounty land to Union
soldiers, to the Committee on Military Affairs. i

By Mr. McCFARLAND. The petition of George W. Huntsman, of
Hawkins County, Tennessee, for a pension, to the Committee on In-
valid Pensions.

Also, papersrelating to the claim of Pleasant H, Starnes, late a cap-
tain in the Eighth Tennessee Cavalry, for pay as a captain from the
17th day of September, 1863, to the 7th day of April, 1864, to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, the petition of Mary A. Andesz widow of Adam Andes, de-
ceased, a private in Captain Hartsell's Company, Lillard’s Regi-
ment, United States Army, in the war of 1812, to the Committes on
Revolntionary Pensions.

By Mr. POTTER : The petition of John C. Hawley, that the Secre-
tary of War be directed to enroll his name as a veteran volunteer as
though he had enlisted as such under the provisions of the joint reso-
lution of Congress approved July 13, 1864, Troviding for the re-en-
listment during the continuanece of the rebellion of veteran soldiers
whose term of service was then about to expire, he being prevented
from re-enlisting by reason of his being held as a prisoner of war by
the rebels, to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. STENGER : The petition of 10 citizens of MeConnellsburgh,
Fulton Connty, Pennsylvania, against making any change in the tariff
laws at the present time, to the Committee of Ways an%eMeans.

IN SENATE.

FriDAY, May 19, 1876.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRoN SUNDERLAND, D, D.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the Journal
of yesterday’s proceedings.

Mr. MORTON. May I inquire if the court is not to meet at twelve
o’clock to-day ?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If is; but the Chair supposed the
Journal could be read, unless some Senator objected.

Mr. HAMLIN. Yes; let the Journal be read.

Mr, EDMUNDS. Let both journals be read.
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The Journal of yesterday's legislative proceedings was read and

approved.

i'l‘l:c PRESIDENT pro tempore.. Pursuant to order the legislative
and executive business will be suspended and the Senate will now
proceed to the consideration of the articles of impeachment exhib-
ited by the House of Representatives against William W. Belknap,
late Secretary of War. The Sergeant-at-Arms will clear the galleries
anil close the doors.

While the doors were being closed, morning business was presented
and received by the Chair as follows :

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. KERNAN presented the petition of John C. Barron, of New
York, executor of Thomas Barron, praying that he may be refunded
certain moneys taken from the Citizens’ Bank of Lonisiana during the
late war under order of the general in command of the forces in that
State; which was referred to the Committee on Claims.

He also presented the petition of James Colles, of the city of New
York, praying that he may be refunded certain moneys taken from
the Citizena’ﬁi:mk of Louisiana during the late war under order of
the general in command of the forces in that State; which was re-
ferred to the same committee.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES,

Mr. KEY, from the Commitiee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to
whom was referred the petition of John L. Divine, and J. C. Edmon-
son, guardian of the heirs of the estate of William E. Kennedy, de-
ceased, praying remuneration for losses alleged to have been sustained
-by them by reason of the change made by the Postmasier General in
their contract for transporting the United Btates mails between
Jacksonville, Alabama, and Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 1858 and 1859,
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was agreed to and or-
dered to be printed.

Mr. CAPERTON, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (8. No. 22) for the relief of James H. Burgess, of Fred-
erick Connty, in the State of Virginia, submitted an adverse report
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed, and the bill was postponed
indefinitely.

He also, from the same eommittee, to whom was referred the bill
(8. No. 104) for the relief of John W. Watson, of the Sfate of North
Carolina, snbmitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered
to be printed, and the bill was postponed indefinitely.

BILLS INTRODUCED,

Mr. BPENCER asked, and by nnanimons consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 850) to provide for the payment of outstand-
ing certificates of the late board of aundit of the District of Columbia
and the settlement of certain claims against said District; which was
read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on the District of
Columbia, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. MERRIMON. At the request of a citizen of this District, a
highly respected citizen, I ask leave to introduee a bill, the merits of
which I know nothing about.

By nnanimons consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (8. No.
851) to amend the charter of the Washington Market Company ;
which was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on the
Distriet of Colnumbia, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 852) for the relief of Elisha E. Rice ; which
was read twice by 1ts title, referred to the Committee on Claims, and
ordered to be printed.

Mr. LOGAN asked, and by nunanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 853) for the relief of Horace K. Drake ; which
was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, and ordered to be printed. .

Mr. OGLESBY asked, and by nnanimons consent obtained, leave

to introduce a bill (8. No. 854) to repeal a part of section 4713 of the |

Revised Statutes of the United States relating to pensions; which
was read twice by its title, referred to the Committee on Pensions,
and ordered to be printed.

IMPEACHMENT OF W. W. BELENAP.

The Senate therenpon proceeded to deliberate upon the articles of
impeachment exhibited by the Hounse of Representatives against
William W. Belknap, late Secretary of War.

The Senate then proceeded to the trial of the impeachment of
William W. Belknap, late Secrefary of War.

The Senate sitting for the trial of the impeachment of William W,
Belknap having adjourned then resumed its

LEGISLATIVE SESSION,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter of the
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of
the Senate of March 16, 1876, a report of the Director of the Mint,
showing the product in gold and silverin the United States and other
countries of the world from 1845 to 1875, inclusive; which was or-
dered to lie on the table, and be printed.

DAVIDSON'S REPORT ON IRRIGATION.

Mr. SARGENT submitted the following-resolution; which was con-
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to:
Hesolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be
the Senate a report made to the Superintendent of the Coast Survey by George Da-

vidson, assistant, describing and illustrating the methods emploved 1e irri-
gation of land in India and Sonthern Purmpe. e

uested te communicata to

EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Mr. SHERMAN. Imove that the Senate proceed to the considera-
tion of executive business.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con-
sideration of executive business. After five minutes spent in execu-
tive session the doors were re-opened, and (at four o’clock and fifty
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FripAY, May 19, 1876.

The House met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
L L. TOWNSEND.
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

ADJOURNMENT BINE DIE.

Mr. MORRISON. I offer the resolution which I now send to the
Clerk’s desk.

Mr. WILSON, of Towa. I riseto a point of order upon that resolu-
tion ; and I want the Chair to decide whether this is the right time
to make an objection to a resolation. 1t appears from this morning’s
Journal that unanimous consent was given to the Committee on
Printing because the point of order had not been taken in time.
Now I make the point before this resolution of the gentleman from
Illinois is read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair accepts the point of order
as being made now, but the resolution must be read before the Chair
can rule on if.

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Does the Chair say that on the resolution
of the gentleman from Illinois it will be in order to raise the question
of order after it has been read 1

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will hear the resolution
read before he decides upon it.

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Will it be in time to make the point of
order after the resolution is read?

The SPEAKER pro témpore, The gentleman reserves the point of
order, as the Chair understands.

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. Then do I understand the Chair to say
that the point of order must be raised before the paper is read?

SPEAKER pro tem It has alwagys been the custom of the
Chair toallow a paper to be read for information. How can the Chair
rule on it until it is read 1

The Clerk read the resolution offered by Mr. MORRISON, as follows:

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Remmtsﬁves'be. and thsi‘m hereby, directed to adjourn their
respective Honses without day on the 12th day of June next at four o'clock p. m.

Mr. MORRISON. I move that the resolution be referred to the
Committee of Ways and Means.

The motion was agreed to.

FREEDMAN'S BANK.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I rise to a Eri\rileged question. I am instructed
by the select committee on the investigation of the affuirs of the
Freedman’s Bank to submit the majority and minority reports, and
1 gsl::imt they be recommitted to the committee and ordered to be

rinted.
¥ Mr. HALE. I object to that nnless it is agreed that they shall not
be brought back by a motion to reconsider.

The Sﬁ‘EAKER tempore. That will be understood.

The motion of Mr. DoUGLAS was agreed to.

SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS IN MISSOURI.

Mr. GAUSE, by unanimons consent, from the Committee on Public
Lands, reported back the bill (H. R. No. 1253) granting to the State
of Missouri all lands therein selected as swamp and overflowed lands,
with amendments. :

The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Eﬁmﬂﬂhmoy the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That all lands in the State of Missouri selected as
swamp and overflowed lands, and now withheld from market as such, be, and the
same are hereby, confirmed to said State, and all title thereto vested in said State;
and it is hereby made the duty of the Seerctary of the Interior to cause patents to
issue for the same. 3

The amendments reported by the committee were read, as follows:

In line 4, after the word * land,” insert the following: “And regularl rted
umhut‘thel.mdﬁﬁoe." i y o

Also, at the end of line 4, add the following : ** So far as the same remain vacant
and nnap‘i:mprinmd, and do not interfere with any pre-emption, homestead, or other
claim under any laws of the United States, and the claim whereto has not been re-

ected heretofore by the Commissioner of the General Land Oflice or other compe-
t anthority.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there ohjection to the consideration
of the bill at this time !
Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the bill be again reported.
The bill was again read.
Mr. JENKS. fohject to the consideration of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks that the objection
comes too late, the amendments having been read.

_Mr. GAUSE. I ask that the Clerk read a letter from the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office on this subjeet,
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The Clerk read as follows:

DEPARTMEST OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAXD OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., April 18, 1816,

Sm: In reply to your letter of 15th instant, referring bill 1253, entitled ** A bill

grauting to the State of Missouri all lands therein selected as swamp and over.
nds,” I have to say that I know of no objection to the passage thereof

with the following amendments, to wit:

In fourth line, the word " lands,” insert the followin

“And larly reported as such to the General Land Offi

Between lines 4 and 5 insert the following :

*Bo far as the same remain vacant and unappropriated and not interfered with
by any pre-emption, homestead, or other claim under any law of the United Stai
and the claim whereto under the ““""'”]“350':"' has not been heretofore rej

K:
g,

by thevcm-- i of the G I Land or other competent anthority.”
s X U. J. BAXTER,
Acting Commissioner.

Hon. R. P. BLaxD,

House of Representatives, Washington, D. O,

Mr. GAUSE. The amendments reported by the committee to the
bill are in accordance with the suggestions made in that letter.

The amendments were agreed to.

Mr. HOLMAN. I understand this to be a report from the Commit-
tee on Public Lands; is it a unanimous report from that committee

Mr. GAUSE. It is.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed and read a third
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time,
and .
Mr. GAUSE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
paswdl ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

SPECIAL ORDERS.

The BPEAKE]Edpro tempore. The Chair lays before the House a list
of the special orders which has been made out by the Clerk, and
would suggest that they be printed in the Recorp fer the conven-
ience of members,

No objection was made, and the list is as follows:

Special orders in the House.

Reported. Title of bill, Special order.

January 24...| A bill (H. R. No. 2284) to amend | Special order for March 9, 1
section 2324 of the Revised after the morning hour, an
Statutes concerning mineral | from day to day thereafter un-
lands. til disposed of.” March 9, post-

poned until the Iegis.l.nuva a
propriation bill is disposed o

March?...... A bill (H. R. No. 1993) to repeal | Special order for Thursday,
section 11 of the act approved Mareh 16, 1876, after the morn-
June 23, 1874, entitled *‘An act ing hour, and from day to day
making appropriations for the th fter until dispesed of, not
service ft.g: Poab(:(ﬂilce De- 164; t;hu!tor;lmhe consicll;li-riun

rtment the fi e ve appropriation
g?lding June 30, l&'-:l, and for bill,
other purposes,” and to enact
a substitute therefor,

March16..... A bill (H. BR. No. 2685) for the | Special order for March 29, 1
distribution of the unappro- after the morning hour, an
priated moneys of the Geneva | from day to day thereafter un-
i it the setehl onoprintin

W a ation
bills. March 29, and
made the special order for
Wodnesday, April 5, after the
morning hour. April %,rﬁxml-
poned until Friday, April 28
after the morning hour, and
from day to day thereafter un.
til di of, not to interfers
with the general appropriation

March 30..... A bill (H. R. No. 2245) to carry | Special order for Saturday, April
into execution the provisions 15, next, after the morning
of the fourteenth amendment | hour. tl':i?ﬂ 15, d un-
to the Constitution, concern- | til Sa Y, Aprﬂm. and from
ing citizenship, and to define day to day thereafter until dis-
certain rights of citizensof the | posed of. ~ April 22, further con-
United States in foreign coun. sideration to Thurs-

, and certain duties of | day, April 27, the mornin
diplomatic and consular offi- | hour, and from day to day there-
cers, and for other purposes. after until disposed of.

March 30.... | Abill (H. R. No. 2798) to anthor- | Special order for Tuesday, April
ize the Washington, Cinein- 18, mext, after the morning
nati, and Saint Louis Railroad | hour., April 18, postponed un-
Company to construct a nar- | til Tn , May 9, after the
row-gange railway from tide- | morning hour, and from day to
water to the cities of Suint | day ter until di
Louis and Ubimﬁu. of.

April 4...... Joint resolution (H. R. No. 86) | Special order for Thursday, A
to provide for the protection 20, mext, after the o
of the Texas frontier on the | hour, not to interfere with the
lower Rio Grande. regular appropriation bills.

April 11......]| Joint resolution (H. R. No. 14) Spﬁgl order for the third Tnes.
anthorizing the appointment | day in May, next, after the
of commissioners to ascertain morning , and from day to
on what terms & mutually beo. day thereafter until disposed
eficial treaty of commerce with |  of, not to interfere with regu-

> can be arranged. lar appropriation bills,

A bill (H. R. No. 3156) to correct | Not reported, but made a jal
errors and supply omissions in order for Wednesday, May 31
the Revised Statutes of the after the mornin T, an
United States. from day to day thercafter un-

til disposed of. S

Special orders in Committee of the Whole House, §c.—Continued.

Reported,

Title of bill.

Special order,

March 11.....

A Dbill (H. R. No. 58) to equalize
the bounties of soldiers who
served in the late war for the
Union.

A bill (H. R. No. 3430) to repair
and rebuild the levees of the
Mississippi River, to reclaim
the alluvial lands thereof, to
improve its navigation, and
promote and protect its com-
merce,

A bill (H. R. No. 3350) maki
propriations for the
of claims reported
the commissioners of claims
under the act of March 3, 1871,

for other purposes.

kingap-
yment
wed by

Special urder for Thursday,
March 23, after the morning
hour, and from day to day there-
after until d of, to the
exclusion of all other orders,
excepting business of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations and
Ways and Means. Alarch 23,
postponed until March 29, at 2
o'clock p.m. March 20, special
order for Wednesday, April 5,
after the morning hour. May
17, Committes of the Whole
House on the state of the Union

harged, and made special
order in the House for Tuesday,
May 23, after the morning hour,
from day to da{ thereafter
until disposed of, not to obstruet
the general appropriation bills,
B]ﬁ order for Wednesday,
dy 17, after the morning hour,
and from day to day thereafter
until disposed of, not to ob-

th ¥
struct the ﬁ%}«ﬁ? 831?1:&%

tion bills.
of the Whole House on the state
of i , and
made a special order in the
House for Wednesday, May 24,
after the morning hour, "and
from day to day thereafter un-
til disposed of, not to obstruct
the general ag}: ation bills.
Bpecial order v 19, after
the morning hour, and from day
to day thereafter until disposeil
of, not to interfere with appro-
priation bills,

Special orders in Committes of the Whole House on the state of the Union.

February 15..

February 24..

March 13.....

Aprild.......
April.......

May18.......

A bill (H. R. No.748) toapply the

s of eales of public

ds to the education of the
people,

A bill R. No. 2283) granting
pensions to certain soldiers
and sailors of the Mexican,
Florida, and Black Hawk
wars, and certain widows of
deceased soldiers and sailors of
the same.

A bill (H. R. No. 2052) to trans-
fer the conduct of Indian af-
fairs from the Interior Depart-
ment to the War Department.

A bill (H. R. No. mm
vide for arrears of p ns
on account of death, or
wounds received or disease
contracted in the service of

the United States since the 4th
day of 1861, and for
the t of the same.

Aubi %ﬂ tllll }lo.mii;l?l&-
on e Japanese indem-
nity fund.

A b{ﬁ (H. R. No. 2929) to pro-
vide for cheap tran ion
of freight between tide-water
on or near the Atlantic Ocean
%m:}l the Ohio and Mississippi

alla

A bill (H. R. No. 3132) to revise
and aim'f!ﬂy existing laws im-
posing duties on imports, and
to reduce taxation.

A bill (H. R. No. 2528) to amend
the act entitled “An act
amending the charter of the
Freedman's Savingsand Trust
Company, and for other pur-
1?.:3,“ approved June 20,

A bill (H. R. No. 3375) makin
appropriations for the nava
service for the year ending
June 30, 1877, and for other

pur

A bilj (H. R. No. 3478) maki
uggmwiaﬁuna for the curren
o Wnting';)):t expenses of
the Indian Departmeunt, and
for fulfilling treaty stipula-
ibon fox. the ‘yoas enaity

r en

June 30, 1877, mygamr oﬁ
purposes,

May 3, made special order for
'I?I;m_v. May 18, after the
morning hour, and from day to
day thereafter until disposed
of, not to interfere with appro-

Hpﬂnﬁon bills,
ay 3, made a special order for
nesday, May 16, after the

morning hour, and from day to

day thereafter until disposed
of, not to interfere with general
appropriation bills.

Sm order for Thursday

:!IJ] after the morning
hour, and day to day there-
after, to the exclusion of all
other business, until disposed

of. March 30, postponed until
Erl:ludq. Aprl.lp:.a in the same
or.

Special order for Wednesday,
April 5, mvtﬁ:ftenhe morning
hour, and from day te day
thereafter until disposed of.

Special order for Thursday, A pril
i;!?. next, the morning

our,

Bpecial order for May 10, after
the morning hour, Fm:ul dis-
posed of, not to interfere with
the regular appropriation bills.

Special order for Wednesday,
April 26, next, after the morn-
ing hour, and from day to day
thereafter until dis of.

Special order for April 22, nex
after the morning hour, ap
from day to day thereafter
ondy grotdetioptolorey

th the regular appropri-
ation bills.

Special order for Monday, May 8,
1876, and from day to say
thereafter until disposed of.

Special order immediately after
the passage of H. R. No. 3375
g:vnl appropriation bill,) and

m day to day the
until disposed of,
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ADMISSION OF NEW MEXICO.

Mr. SOUTHARD, by unanimons consenf, from the Committee on
Territories, presented the majority and minority reports upon the bill
for the admission of New Mexico, and moved that they be printed and
recommitted to the committee, not to be brought back by a motion
to reconsider,

The motion was agreed fo.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will ask unanimouns consent
to lay before the House various bills on the Speaker’s table, and if
there be no objection, they will be read and referred to the proper
commitfees.

No objection was made.

LICK OBSERVATORY.

The first business on the Speaker’s table was the bill (8. No. 677)
granting a site for an observatory to the trustees of the Lick Observa-
tory of the astronomical department of the University of California.

Mr. SAYLER. 1 ask unanimous consent that that bill be put npon
its passage. This matter was considered by the Committee on Pub-
lic Lands, and I was ordered by that committee to ask the passage of
a bill similar to this. It is beneficial to the university and injurious
to nobody, and I ask that the bill be put npon its passage.

The bill was ordered to a third mm?ing; and was accordingly read
the third time, and passed.

Mr. SAYLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
pm]wed ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

BILLS REFERRED,

The following Senate bills were taken from the Speaker’s table,
read a first and second time, and referred as indicated below :

A bill (8. No. 536) granting the right of way through the public
lands for wagon-roads over the Blue Mountains, in the State of Ore-
gon—to the Committes on Military Affairs.

A bill (8. No. 696) for the relief of Angeline Logan—to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs.

A bill (8. No. 699) to confirm the sale of the marine-hospital build-
ing and grounds at Natehez, in the State of Mississippi—to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

A bill (8. No, 729) anthorizing the issue of patents to the purchasers
ij"f canlartain Miami lands in Kansas—to the Committee on Public

ands.

A bill (8. No. 745) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to
issue a register and change the name of the brig A. 8. Pennell to the
City of Maule—to the Committee on Commerce.

RECEIVERS OF NATIONAL BANKS.

The Senate amendments to the bill %H. R. No. 2441) anthorizing the
appointment of receivers of national banks, and for other purposes,
were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to the Committee
on Bauking and Currency.

WILLIAM L. MAURY.

TheSenate amendment to the bill (H. R. No. 1618) toremove the polit-
ical disabilities of William L. Maury, of New York, was taken from
the Speaker's table.

The SPEAKER pro fempore. The Chair would ask that the amend-
ment of the Senate, simply a verbal one, be concurred in. This bill
was infrodueed by the present occupant of the chair.

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the amendment be read.

The amendment of the SBenate was to strike out the words “legal
and” before the words * political disabilities.”

There being no objection, the amendment was eoncurred in.

EXPENDITURES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

_ Mr. MEADE. Iam directed by the Committee on Ex
in the Department of Justice to submit for adoption at
time the resolution which I send,to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That for the p of enabling the committee of this Hounse on ex-

nditures in the Department of Justice to facilitate the disc of the duties
1mposed upon them by the House resolution bearing date Janunary 14, 1876, requir-
ing said committee among other things to inquire into any errors, abuses, or frauds
in said Department, it is iwm].p directed that said committee designate from the
same @ suboommittee, and that said subcommittee proceed to the cities of New
York and Brooklyn, and make snch examination there concerning the various offices,
officials, and matters pertaining to the Department of Justice as may by said com-
mittee or said subcommittee be d i 'y, requisite, or material in the
premises. y

Mr. HALE. I have no objection to this resolution, if it is adopted
without taking up time.

The resolution was adopted. 3

Mr. MEADE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolation
was adopted ; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

WASHINGTON NAVY-YARD.

Mr. FAULKNER. I ask nnanimous consent to present and have

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs a memorial, signed by some
900 ecitizens of the city of Washington, concerning that portion of

ditures
e present

House bill No. 3375 as relates to the Washington navy-yard. I also
ask that the memorial, without the names, be printed in the RECORD;
it is very brief.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

The memorial is as follows:
To the honorable Benate and House of Representatives :

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition your honorable bodies not to that

rtion of House bill No. 3375 as relates to the Washington navy-yard, for the

ollowing reasons :

First. This yard possesses {m:aten facilities for the manufacture of steam-engines,
boilers, cables, anchors, galleys, guns, gun-carriages, and ordnance stores of all
kinls, as well as the various ontfits for naval , than any other station of the
United States. Has also within its limits a large copper-refininz and rolling mill
of sufficient capacity to furnish all the copper and lead required for the purposes
of the Navy, even w. the entire Navy is in active service. This is the only mill
of the kind owned by the Government.

Second. The machinery now contained in this yard cost over 3.000,000, and is in
excellent condition, and prepared to exeonte any work that may be ordered. Ie-
silles the immense value of the workshops, offices, officers’ quarters, wharves, ma-
rine railway. ship-houses, &¢., which are all in fine order and fully prepared for the
pu 3 for which they were constructed.

Third. The climate of Washington is such as to permit outdoor work to be done
at all seasons of the year, which in itself is an important feature in an establish-
ment of this kind.

Fourth. Ship and other timber can (as an inspection of the records will show) be
furnished here as cheap as at any other yardin the country. Aud evidence is now
on record that the water at this yard posscsses special qualities (not possessed by
any other location) for the ing and preservation of ship timber.

Fifth. Coal (bituminouns being for the most part used) can be purchased at much
lower rates than at any other station.

Sixth. It is the only ‘ysrd that possesses facilities for the manufacture of guns,
iron gun-carriages, and ordnance stores, and has for thoso pu 8 a fine machive-
shop with all the necessary machinery, as also the finest foundery in the country.

Seventh. The yard being located so near the Department gwm its ofticers oppor-
tunity to have immediate supervision over all work to which n[\;;]mv desire to give
direct attention. and in case of testing inventions, &e., for the efit of the avy
Department or Patent Office, the officials of Departments are enabled to give
these tests their gereoml attention without at the same time neﬁrlecu.ng other du-
ties, which would be the ease were the experiments made elsewhere. .

Eighth. This yard has been estabiished for seventy gearn. and is now, so far as
relates to a manufacturing yard, in a high state of perfection, and to sell or close
the same would not in any way result to the interest of the Government.

Ninth. Labor is abundant, and can always be obtained at as low rates as at any
other station in the United States.

Tenth. This yard, being located outside of any of the great States, is entirely re-
moved from the effects of political influence, and is thereby enabled to do all work
ordered with promptness, and at the same time for mneh less than similar work
costs at other stations.

Eleventh. Vessels of eighteen feet dranght can be bmtclﬁhl- to the yard ; and with
an expenditare of $100,000 the channel ean be so deepened as to admit the largest
vessel in the Navy, when fully prepared for service, to come to it.

Twelfth. The water of the harbor is fresh, and affords the very best place of all
the naval stations for the placing of the iron-clad vessels of our Navy. There is
iuﬂiuient area in the harbor of this station to float nine-tenths of the vessels of our

Navy.

During the late war nearly all of the shot, shell, &e., used in the Navy of the
United States were mannﬁwgrmxl at this yard, as also a large quantity of the sama
articles for the Army. The Government having some years discontinued all
work at the arsenal in this city is an additional reason why i'iﬁ;} shouald not now
close this yard. s

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the rules be suspended and that the
House now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the further
consideration of the naval appropriation bill,

Mr. JENKS. I move to amend that motion so that the Honse re-
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Before action is taken upon the motion
to go into Committee of the Whole, I desire to be heard upon a ques-
tion of privill?ia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman will state his question
of privilege.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. On the 16th day of the present month
the House had nnder consideration the motion of the gentleman from
Ohio, [Mr. VANCE,] the chairman of the Committee on Printing, to
reconsider the vote by which the House recommitted to the Commit-
tee on Printing the report on the subject of the conduct of the Gov-
ernment Printing Office. On that subject, on the 16th day of May,
the gentleman from Mississippi, [ Mr. SINGLETON, ] a member of that
committee, addressed the House at great length. On the character and
temper of that speech I disclaim any purpose to comment. My pur-
pose is to call the attention of the House and country to the fact that
in the course of the delivery of that speech the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi was interrnpted on several occasions by his colleague on that
committee, the gentleman from Rhode Island, [Mr, BaLLou,] who
took occasion to dissent from some of the statements and conclusions
of the gentleman from Mississippi and to qualify and explain others
of his statements and conclusions. The other gentleman from Rhode
Island [ Mr. EaMES] made some remarks which I find are also entirely
omitted. On the same occasion the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GAR-
FIELD] ealled the gentleman from Mississippi to order for a breach of
the roles of debate in alluding by name to a member of the Sen-
ate in violation of the rules of the House. Out of the action of the
gentleman from Ohio in calling the gentleman from Mississippi to
order grew an exciting and animating discussion, a discussion in its
natnre calenlated to arrest the attention of the House. Of the merits
of that controversy it is not my purpose to speak. I merely mention
these things to call the attention of the House to their occurrence as
a part of the enrrent proceedings of the House.

The speech of the honorable gentleman from Mississippi is printed
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in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of May 17, 1876. In the printed ree-
ord of that speech the remarks made by the two gentlemen from
Rhode Island [Mr. BaLLou and Mr. EAMES] are entirely omitted.
The same also is true in reference to the point of order raised by the
gentleman from Ohio [Mr, GARFIELD] and the diseussion which arose
thereon, and the ruling of the Speaker on the question of order.

I shonld exceedingly regret to give occasion of offense to any gen-
tleman by calling attention to this subject. I disclaim any such pnr-

I entertain the highest respect and am animated by nothing

ut the most friendly feclings for the distinguished gentlemen who

participated in that debate. I disclaim any purpose fo ask to have

laced upon the record anything which would prove unpleasant or

injurious. The question is one which, in my judgment, rises above
all considerations of persomal feeling.

The REcorD was intended to be the faithful chronicle of all that
is said and done on the floor of this Honse. It was intended to be the
solemn and anthentic memorial by which our acts, our conduet, and
onr gpeeches in the order of their occurrence and the langnage in
which they were embodied should go to our constituents and remain
for the nuse and gunidance of our posterity. If isof the last importance
that this Recorp should be aathentic; that it should be a faithfal
and impartial witness of everything done and said on the floor of this
House. The verity of this RECORD onght to be as absolute as that of
the judgment of a court of last resort. It should set down nothin
in malice, and in it nothing should be extennated, nothing omitte(f
Everything shonld be placed upon the cold, undying record for the
jndgment of the present and future ages just as nttered, just as it
oceurred. The interests of truth demand if. The cause of justice
to ourselves, to our constituents, and to those who come after us re-
quire at our hands that we see to it that we make our record speak
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the trnth.

I send to the Clerk's desk for consideration and adoption at this
time two resolutions, which I ask the Clerk to read.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That the reporters of this House who took down the remarks of the
f:‘nt.]uman from hﬁm!sslm Mr. SINGLETON, of the two gentlemen from Rhode

and, Mr. BaLLou and . Eaugs, and ef the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. GAR-
¥IELD, and the ruling of the Speaker on the point of order made during the deliv-
ery of the speech of tho gentleman from Mississippi, and which are omitted in his
speech as printed in the REcorp of May 17, 1875, cause the same to be fully and
truly printed in the CoNgrEsSIONAL RECORD.

Teesolved, That the Committee on Rules be, and they are hereby, instructed to
inquire and report to this Honse whether any, and, if so, what, amendment is
needed to existing rules to require the debates of this House to be printed without
any change, alteration, or omission.

M_r’. RANDALL. Does the Chair hold that thatis a privileged ques-
. tion

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair holds thaf, according fo
the Digest, all matters connected with the omission, change, or alter-
ation of the debates as pubiished in the RECORD pertain to a question
of privilege.

i Er. BAE;ER, of Indiana. I call the previous question on the reso-
utions.

Mr. SINGLETON. Will the gentleman allow me one remark ?

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Certainly.

Mr. SINGLETON. I wish to say that so far as the reporters are
concerned no blame can attach to them in regard to this matter. I
understood from some gentleman, perhaps one of the reporters, who
came to me, that it had been by the gentlemen on the other
side of the Fouse who had been enﬂfed in the little controversy that
took place on that day that they did not care about their remarks
going into the RECORD, and my response was that I did not myself
care about it. Bo, I believe by general consent, the omission was
made. I have no objection at all to the correction of the RECORD in
the manner proposed. I never say anything upon this floor that Iam
not willing shall go before the House and the country. Iam willing
that every word of the controversy in question should appear.

Mr. GARFIELD. I desire that the exact facts of this case, so far
as they relate to me, shall be known. The gentleman from Missis-
sippi, [ Mr. Lamx,(l]ewhom I do not now see in his seat, came to me
shortly after that debate and, as I understood, from the gentleman
from Mississippi, [Mr. SiNGLETON,] stating that the gentleman’s
speech was in mannscript, and asking if I had any objection to al-
lowing it to be printed continuously without the interruptions. I
answered that so far as I was personally concerned I had no objection
to his leaving out what I had said. The suggestion did not come
from me; it came, as I understood, directly in the form of a request
thm:(l.l:h the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Smumox.] 1 sug-
gested either to him [Mr. LaMaRr] or to the reporter, who also spoke
to me on the subject, that the gentleman's manuscript speech might
appearincontinnousform, withthein terrnpt.ionsuddeh attheclose,and
thus the record would be preserved. But I understood it was the
wish of the gentleman from Mississippi [ Mr. SINGLETON] that the in-
terruptions should be left out altogether ; and, as I felt it might be
ulugmciouu on my part to object, I said that I would make no personal
objection.

1 gnite agree with the sentiments expressed by the gentleman from
Indiana, [Mr. BAKER,] that our REcorD ought fully to show substan-
tially what occurs in the House. No other than verbal corrections
should be allowed. In this case I understood that I was only grant-
ing a personalfavor in consenting that, so far as I was eoncerned, the

small part which I took in that debate might be omitted. The prop-
osition certainly did not originate with me, and my concurrence in it
was a matter of courtesy. What I said was what I deemed my duty
to say, and I had no desire to suppress it.

Mr. SINGLETON. I wish simply to say that it did not originate
with me; I had nothing to do with it.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. Inow yield to the gentleman from Rhode
Island, [Mr. BALIJOU.‘:J!

Mr. BALLOU, I think it was oneof the reporters who came to me
and said that it was the wish of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr.
SmGLm*osa that the matter should be left out and that the gentle-
man from Ohio [Mr. GARFIELD] assented. I said that, if such was
the case, I should not put in any objection. I assented supposing
that it was a request ang for the purpose of having the speech appear
continuonsly.

Mr. RANDALL. We cannot hear anything that the gentleman is
saying.

'I‘hc;t SPEAKER pro tempore. The House must come to order. The
Chair will call gentlemen by name, if necessary to preserve order.

Mr. BALLOU. Ido not know that it is worth while for me to re-
peat what I have just stated. One of the reporters told me that it
was the wish of the gentleman from Mississippi that the eolloquial
remarks should be omitted and that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
GARFIELD] who had taken some part in them had assented to the ar-
rangement. Understanding that snch was the general wish, I put in
no objection, but assented to it. I wish, however, tosay that I made
no remark on that day,and I have made no remark in connection
with this general subject, which I wish to recall or which I am
ashamed to have npon the record ; and I trust that while I remain a
member of this House I may never do that which I shall be ashamed
to have appear.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I now yield to the gentleman from Rhode
IslandL[ Mr, EAMES. ]

Mr. EAMES. Mr. Speaker, I took no Esrt whatever in the discus-
sion of the resolution mporteé from the Committee on Printing, but,
when the point of order was raised by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr,
GARFIELD] in regard to mentioning the name of a Senator, I did make
a few remarks. After the debate was over I learned from my col-
league [Mr. BaLLou] that there was an understanding between the
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. SINGLETON,] the gentleman from
Ohio, [ Mr. GARFIELD,] and my co that the remarks which were
made in the discussion of the point of order should not appear in the
Recorp. Upon learning that, I went myself o one of the reporters
and stated to him that, inasmuch as what I had said had a bearing
gimply upon that ;ﬁ)int, I su{:apoaetl that my remarks would also be
left out, This is all that I have had to do in connection with this
matter.

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker—

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I desire, before the hour expires, to say
a few words more. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr.
RANDALX.J
Mr, RANDALL. There are two points in this matter which it is
well to consider. The first is whether a member should be allowed
to review a speech after its delivery. 8o far I know, that right has
always been conceded and in almost all instances exercised.

Now the next point is that which relates to personal matters in
debate, about which the House and the public have not mach con-
cern. In the spirit of feeling and with a view to the proper
dignity of the proceedings of Congress and the best manner of pre-
serving its records, the practice has always been that a personal con-
troversy on this floor might, by the request and with the concurrence
of the parties involved in if, be left out of the RECORD.

Now, in so far as this proceeding is concerned, the two gentlemen
from Rhode Island, the gentleman from Ohio, and the gentleman
from Mississippi have in no manner, so far as my knowledge
acted differently from many, very many, who have gone before.
recollect distinetly, in one instance where I was involved with the
Speaker of the House, that he and I d the record should be
pul:Fed of what had passed Dbetween usin controversy. Neither of
us desired at that time anything we said shounld appear. It wassaid,
it is true, in the heat of debate, just as what was said by these gen-
tlemen in the debate in which they were engaged, but both the
Speaker and myself considered at that time it was proper to elimi-
nate it from the record. I think these gentlemen have notonly acted
in due line of example, but they have acted so as to make harmony
in our proceedings and have reconciled their difference and affronts
on the floor in a manner worthy of men and gentlemen.

Mr. PATTERSON. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania refer
to any controversy between himself and the Speaker of the present

ouse?
Mr. RANDALL. Not at all, but a Sreaker of a former House; and
I only bronght it up as an example of what has been so frequently
done under like circumstances. Mr. BLAINE, then Speaker, suggested
to a friend of his, Mr. Peters, .i)f Ma.imla, that the recoi'd should be

urged, and it was purged, and proper! ru‘ged, and I felt myself
Eett%ar when it was Eaﬁf’; and I Eav%eng Eon t the gentleman gfc?m

Maine did after cool reflection, just as these four gentlemen, I have
no donbt, do now. .
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I now yield to the gentleman from Wy-

oming.




1876. CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD—HOUSE. 3197

Mr. STEELE. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say jnst one word in refer-
ence to this matter. Having during the debate and after its close saf
adjoining the gentleman from Mississippi, I presume a great deal of
the trouble which has grown out of this matter occurred from the fact
that the gentleman from Misaisai]gpi. by reason of interruptions on
the part of other gentlemen, and the consequent consumption of his
time, was prevented from finishing hisspeech. A portion of the speech
which has been printed in the RECorD had not been delivered at that
time. The reporters came to the gentleman from Mississippi while I
was sitting near him to see how his speech should be arranged for
printing in the REcorp. They asked the gentleman if it was desired

y him that this controversy should go into the RECoRD, and the
gentleman from Mississippi then replied that it was a matter of in-
difference to him; that iP the other gentlemen were satistied to have
it go in he was entirely satisfied ; that all be desired in the matter
was, that if the remarks made by the gentleman from Ohio and the
two gentlemen from Rhode Island went into the RECORD he shonld
iusist, in justice to himself, the remarks he made should go in also,
but beyond that he had no interest in the matter whatever.

Sitting next to the gentleman from Mississippi during this conver-
gation with the reporters, it seems fo me, in view of the remarks
made by gentlemen that they hoped they should never have fo ex-
punge anything from the REcorp they had said, that it is but a sim-
ple act of justice for me to say this much in reference to the part
which the gentleman from Mississippi had in eliminating this con-
troversy from the RECORD.

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Speaker, one word more. Much of this des
bate was inf‘.ecwd against the consent of the gentleman from Missis-
sippi, and the gentlemen carrlying on this controversy were not rec-
oﬁnized by the Speaker at all with any view to make the remarks
they did on that occasion.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I introduced this question of privilege
on my own responsibility and upon my own motion, withont any pre-
vious consnltation with any person whatever. I did it from a sense
of duty. I agree to some extent with the observation made by the

entleman from Pennsylvania, that there ought to be some degree of

iberality in correeting remarks which are made extemporaneously on
the floor of the House in the heai of debate. But I believe, Mr.
Speaker, that these corrections and emendations should not go fur-
ther than correcting the grammatical senso of the text, or in making
merely verbal alterations. Wherever whole paragraphs, whole sen-
tences, in fact whole speeches, are eliminated from the RECORD, then
the RECORD ceases to {)):etche truthful exponent of the action and de-
liberation had on the floor of this House. .

Mr, ATKINS. I rise toa question of order. Ifisimpossible to hear
what the gentleman says.

The SPEAKER pro tempore called the House to order, and directed
gentlemen fo resume their seats.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I was about saying, Mr. Speaker, that I
agree, so far as mere verbal or grammatical corrections are concerned,
it is proper they shonld be made; but when it went to emasculation
of the REcORD by striking out whole seutences and whole paragraphs,
entirely changing the current of debates ocenrring npon the loor of
this House, I for one say I believe that it is a fatal perversion of the

wirpose for which a record was intended to be kept by the House of

epresentatives. }

It is said that gentlemen on the floor of the Honse, where two indi-
viduals who may happen to become engaged in angry and exeiting
coldoquy, bave a right by common consent to cause the records of the
ﬁmceudiugsuf the House, participated in by the whole members of the

ouse by beiugﬂreaent in their capacity as legislators—that these two

entlemen should have the right to entirely emasculate it from the
fincom), and to have the proceedings of this House changed and say
nothing of it. I say, Mr, Speaker, that the record of this Honse should
not be allowed to rest at the merey of any one, whether two or a dozen
members upon the floor of this House..

If it is to be worth anything to the country, worth anything to the
public history of the nation, if it is to be of any value to posterity, I
say that the dem@nd is imperative that the record of onr proceedings
should be absolutely truthful, and shounld represent them exactly as
they occurred.

We will see, Mr. Speaker, when the vote is taken, whether or not
the House will sustain the suggestion made by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, [Mr. RAXD&LE%EHMH. the proposition to correct the
RECORD in this case, where whole paragraphs have been omitted, is
to be voted down, and the country notified that the Recorp, which
the law requires shall be a truthful report of our proceedings, is to
be emasculated—not to speak the truth, but to speak so much of the
trnth as the actors engaged in the debate may see fit to have go down
upon the RECORD as the truth. I insist that the canse of truth, that
the cause of justice, that the interests of our constituents, and of the
country, and of posterity, demand that no man shall be permitted to
make the RECORD speak differently from what is really uttered in
the progress of debate on the floor of this House. And for one, when-
ever I see any attempt at omission, or any attempt to make the Rec-
orp speak substantially different from what occurred here on the
floor of the House, I will feel it my oath-bound duty to stand up in
my Elu.ua and protest against it, and call the attention of the country
to the fact that members on the floor of this House bolily state as a

rule that individoals who may have been Euilty of conduct on the
floor of the Honse that is unseemly, that they are ashamed of, have
the right, without taking the judgment of the House upon it, to
change the record in order that it may more perfectly harmonize
with the exhibition of the Christian amenities of discussion that
ought to have obtained.

I now call for a vote.

Mr. HOOKER rose.

The SPEAKER pro fempore. Does the gentleman from Indiana
yield to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. HOOKER ]

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I think the debate has gone farenough.
I call for a vote.

Mr. RANDALL.
table.

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. On that motion I call for the yeas and nays.

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were—ayes
Qﬂhnoes 177 ; the affirmative not being one-fifth of the whole vote.

r. BAKER, of Indiana. I call for tellers on the yeas and nays.

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr, RANDALL, and Mr. BAKER of Indi-
ana, were appointed.
133‘]:13 House again divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 34, noes

I move that the whole subject be laid on the

8o (the affirmative being less than one-fifth of the whole vote) the
yeas and nays were not ordered.

The motion of Mr. RANDALL was agreed to.

Mr. RANDALL moved to reconsider the vote jnst taken; and also
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. BLOUNT. I now insist on my motion that the rules be sus-
pended, and that the Honse resolve itself into Committee of the Whols
on the naval appropriation bill. I cannot yield further.

Mr. BRIGH'IP. 1 rise to a question of order. Is it in order to call
for the regular order at this time, which is the morning hour ?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair wonld rule that that wonld
be in order.

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I call for the regular order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The regularorder this morning would
be the call of the committees for private bills.

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the Chair permit me aremark? The gentle-
man from Georgia [ Mr. me& moves to suspend the rules that the
House may resolve itself into Committee of the Whole. I submit
that that is the regular order, and that if the gentleman had the floor
for that motion to suspend the rules to go into Committee of the
Whole on an appropriation bill it can be carried by a majority vote.
If he had the floor for that motion he had the right to have it put.
If the gentleman from Tennessee desires to submit some other motion
it ean only be submitted by voting down the motion to suspend the
rules.

Mr. HALE. I think that mnst be very clear. That has been the
invariable practice. :
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair wonld rale that the gentle-

man from Georgia [Mr. BLounT] having been recognized an hour
ago, and, being on the floor, baving yielded for various matters to a
number of members, is entitled to make his motion.

Mr. BLOUNT. I now make that motion, that the rnles be suspended
and that the Honse resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the
naval appropriation bill.

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I desire to amend that motion so that
when the Houseshall gointo Commitfee of the Whole the bill to be
considered shall be the bill (H. R. No. 2283) granting pensions to
certain soldiers and sailors of the Mexican, Florida, and the Black
Hawk wars,and certain widows of deceased soldiers and sailors of the

same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from Alabama cannof
move to amend the motion.

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Then Ihope the House will vote down
the motion of the gentleman from Georgia.

Mr. CONGER. Idesire to request the gentleman from Georgia to

rmit ns——

Mr. BLOUNT. Is the question debatable?

The SPEAKER {m tempore. 1t is not.

Mr. CONGER. 1 wish to make a request of the Chair. .

Several members called for the regular order.

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion
about the order of business; or is there such a determination about
this business being taken up that we cannot have a word upon the
subject? 1 ask ;t;ermissinn of the gentleman to make a suggestion
about the order of business.

Mr. BLOUNT. There has been a great deal of time lost already, and
I must decline yielding further. ]

The question being taken on Mr. BLOUNT'S motion, there were—
ayes 93, noes 91.

Mr. BRIGHT called for tellers.

Tellers were ordered ; and Mr. BrigaT and Mr. BLOUNT were ap-
pointed.

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 93, noes 83,

So the motion was agree(l to.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. LAMAR. Mr, Speaker, before the House goes into Committee
of the Whole I ask unanimons eonsent to make a very brief personal
explanation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? The Chair hears
none.

Mr. LAMAR. Mr. Speaker, I was not present this morning when
the attention of the House was called to an altercation which took
place the other day between my colleague [Mr. SINGLETON] and the
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. GARFIELD, | and the running discussion
which oecenrred between the gentleman from Ohio and my colleague.
After that discussion took place, sitting near my colleague, I heard
a conversation between him and one of the reporters (who had in his
hand the manuscripf of my colleague’s speech) in reference to the
omission from the REcorp of the malities between the gentleman
from Ohio and my colleagne. I heard that eonversation, and seeing
no disposition upon the part of my colleague to initiate anything of
that kind I voluntarily, and not at his request, and, so far as I know,
without his knowledge, approached the gentleman from Ohio and
used this language to him, if I recollect it, thongh I am not by any
means certain of my langnage: “ General, you have no objection to
that altercation between yourself and SINGLETON being omitted, have
you?” And he expressed, as I understood, a willingness to have it
done, which willingness I communicated to my colleague. I under-
stand that this morning the gentleman from Ohio stated that he was
in some way ander the impression that I came at the request of my
colleague, [ Mr. SINGLETox,i] and that it was his desire that this omis-
sion should take place. If I said anything of the kind or if there was
anything in the manner in which I spoke to him to leave that impres-
sion upon his mind, I was not happy either in my Jangnage or man-
ner. I did not intend to convey that impression, nor did I intend to
convey the impression to the gentleman that it was even my col-
league's desire, I simply undersfood that these gentlemen privately
entertained kindly feelings toward each other, and that there was an
entire willingness on the part of each of them that whatever un-
pleasantness had ocenrred between them shounld disappear and not be
published in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pre tempore. The Chair desires to say a word in
justice to the reporters; that the rule of the House is that when a
member is called to order he shall take his seat, and all matters that
oceur in the House after that call to order and while the Chair is en-
deavoring to preserve order and to inangurate the debate in order
were formerly omitted from the REcorD. The Chair is not clear but
that they should be omitted now. The only person aggrieved by the
omission of anything in that report would be the Chair himself and
the gavel used on that occasion.

Mr. LAMAR. I would add that in making the suggestion to these
gentlemen I considered it in accordance with the common-law rale of
the House, that personalities occurring between two members are
within their mntual control, and that they may be stricken ount if both
agree that it shall be done. I have not only seen that rule acted on
but I have heard it repeatedly stated formally from the chair.

Mr. GARFIELD. The gentleman’s recollection and my own are
perfectly at one. The reporter had spoken to me as he had to the
gentleman from Rhode Island, and my answer was that the inter-
ruption was in the speech of the gentleman from Mississippi, and not
in mine, and therefore I had no control over it. Very soon after that
the gentleman from Mississippi eame down the aisle from his eol-
leagune's seat, and, both from that and from what had already passed,
I assnmed that he had come at his colleague's snggestion, and I acted
on the supposition that I was granting a mql!estﬁm his colleagne.
But I certainly had no reason or disposifion to have anything what-
ever which I had said stricken out for my own sake, nor did I desire
anything to be retained for my own advantage.

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL.

The House then resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the
state of the Union, (Mr. CLYMER in the chair,) and resnmed the con-
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations for the
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1577, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, by the courtesy of my friend from
Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] I am permitted to express my views as a mem-
ber of a snbcommittee on naval affairs in so far as the question of
navy-yards is concerned. The measures heretofore presented by the
Committee on Appropriations have met with my hearty approbation
and commanded my most zealous support. I believe thatnostride has
been taken in the direction of retrenchment and reform not thor-
oughly justified by every consideration of prudence, by every require-
ment of good government, and I rise not for the purpose of opposing
the committee in so far as their bill relates to redunection of expendi-
tures, but rather because it has in this respect not fully met the pub-
lic expectation. The committee charged with the duty of inquiry
into the condition of the navy-yards of the United States and of as-
certaining whether or not their number cannot be reduced, and, if so,
in whbat mode, have conscientiously examined this whole subject and
have had before them nearly one hundred witnesses, and they have
in so far as one particular navy-yard is concerned unanimously agreed,

with one exception, as to their policy. I am nof, however, speaking
for the Naval Committee as such, but in my own behalf as one of the
individual members of the committee.

I am convinced, after a due consideration of all this testimony so
submitted to the committee, after a full examination of all the wit-
nesses competent to testify regarding this subject-matter, that the
number of navy-yards, now amounting {o nine, can be reduced to
three without any detriment to the public service; and that the
three which should be retained are the navy-yard at Brooklyn, the
navy-yard at Norfolk, and the navy-yard at Mare Island on the Pa-
cific coast.

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Does the gentleman mean to say
that the Naval Committee have reached any such conclusion or made
a'mgI such recommendation ?

r. WILLIS, If the accousticsof this Hall had been more admira-
bly adjusted, the gentleman would have thoroughly understood that
I especially disclaimed s ing for the whole committee; that I was
speaking only for myself as an individual member of that committee.

Mr. DANFORD. Will the gentleman allow me a moment ?

Mr. WILLIS. Certainly.

Mr. DANFORD. The gentleman in prefacing his remarks spoke of
the action of the subcommittee on naval affairs upon the subject of
navy-yards, their number, &e¢. As the record shows that 1 am a
member of that subcommittee, I ask the gentleman whether he in-
tends to say to the Committee of the Whole that I, as a member of
;hs.t. sl'lbcommitt’ae, agreed to the proposition to which he has re-

Mr. WILLIS. I now state that in my remarks I have in no wise
committed the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. DaN¥orp; ] I have qual-
ified them throughont.

There is not a doubt but that all the business, all the work of con-
struetion, all the work of repairs demaunded by the best interests of
this country, if committed to a private establishment, could be well
execnted and well carried ont in one immense dock-yard. It ocenrs
to me as very strange that the Government should not in this respect
recognize those considerations which govern private individnals in
their business affairs. Government work is to-day almost at a stand-
still. It is justly the policy of this Congress to reduce expenditnres
to such an extent that construction and repair to any great amonnt
will be entirely out of the question, It, therefore, is befitting when
we have such an opportunity, an opportanity that will in no wise
gznﬂict. with the best interests of the Government, to recognize it and

w to it.

The reason why the Brooklyn navy-yard should be retained is be-
cause it is the center of a grand commercial population; within a radins
of thirty miles there are more than two millions of people. It is be-
cause more than 20,000,000 have already been expended tomake it suf-
ficient to meet all the needs and requirements of the naval service. It
is becanse only a few milés back from and above that city the broad
Hudson becomes fresh, and iron-clads ean rendezvous there withont
their bottoms being injured and becoming covered with barnacles,
without the Government inenrring expense. It is becanse if a notice
be posted on the walls of that yard to the effect that workmen are
required, before the following morning a response will be made by
thousands upon thousands of persons seeking work. It is becanse,
furthermore, that the approaches to the yard, both that through the
Narrows and through the Sound, are never frozen up even in the
coldest winters.

It is true that other yards possess all these excellencies, exceptinﬁ
perhaps population and the material resources of a t city an
communication with all of the country. Buf it being the fact
that we can dispense with many of these yards, that only a few
should be retained, it behooves us to consider which should be se-
lected for retention.

There is the Kittery navy-yard, a most excellent retreat in the hot
summer months, where ships returning from long voyages with their
seamen out of health can retire for sanitary purposes, There is Pen-
sacola, which in the contingency of a war with Mexico or with the
islands of the Caribbean Sea might be used to excellent purpose.
And inasmuch as these yards, if de, would yield but a small amount
of money to the Government, and such sale would involve a great
sacrifice, it wonld not be good policy to dispose of those fwo yards.
A small amount of money should be appropriated to keep them in a
state of thorongh repair and to secure the Government property from
damage.

In a:%y jndgment it is entirely proper, as this bill provides, that the
navy-yards at Charlestown, Massachusetts, and Washington, District
of g ﬁtmbia, should be sold at such time and on snch condition as
will be most advantageous to the United States, Herein we take no
issue with the Committee on Appropriations. The reason why we
recommend the sale of these yards is predicated upon the fact that
the land is situated in the heart of two cities, and when the conntry
shall have recovered from its condition of depression and paralysis
of industry the gronnd will undoubtedly command a fair market

rice,

: In connection with this subjeet of dock-yards I shall take the lib-
erty of reading an extract from Barry's work on dock-yard economy,
the ablest author whohas written upon this subject, and a work which
shows a thorough familiarity of the anthor with the dock-yards of
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both France and England and with the whole system of dock-yard
economy. <

Mr. O'NEILL. I would like the gentleman fo explain to this Honse
why in a preceding Con —I think in the Congress before the
last—an effort was made here by a representative from the city of
Brooklyn to secure the sale of the Bruoklfn navy-yard. He intro-
duced a bill for that pur and nrged it here. What was the rea-
son for urging the sale of that lyard ¥ do not want to interrupt the
gentleman in his remarks, but 1 think this is a proper place for him
ive that information.

r. WILLIS. The gentleman who introduced that bill must npon
his own conscience apswer what were his motives for the act.

Mr. ONEILL. I merely asked the question because I thonght the
gentleman now representing the district in which the Brooklyn navy-
yard is could tell us why the citizens of Brooklyn at that time through
their Representative on this floor, a very able gentleman, urged Con-

to authorize the sale of the Brooklyn navy-yard.

Mr. WILLIS. I suppose that the reason was that heretofore it has
been an administration nursery, where a good many republican votes
have been manufactured for the thirty days recedinE elections. I
am impartial in this matter. I represent neither Brooklyn nor Phila-
delphia.

I will now read from the volume which I have named and now hold
in my hand:

There is an obvions consequence of some importance arising out of this first in-
tention, (of dock-yards.) It isthat, as the dock-yards have their srigin in the neces.
sities of naval war and in the absence of greal private establishments in which
slips of war could be built, there is not another word to be said in support of the
eontinuance of the dock-yards than that they exist, or, what is the same thing, that
we possess them, Manifestly, if up to the present time war had been unknown,
and all at onee its ghastly forms presented themselves to men's minds as something
with which at last they must become familiar, no sane man would have thought of
providing ships in any other way for the publie service than ships are provided for
private persons ; beeause, if it wers impossiblo to supply the public service
erly, the question would arise whether it would not be as much the duty of the
Government to save private persons from what we shall call the rapacity and in-
competency of the ship-builders as to save the public. From this conclusion there
is no logieal escape. Some may answer that the dock-yard work is better and more
to be depended on than ship-yard work; but snrely it must be apparent that this
is only saying the dock-yard officials are incapalle of supcrintending ship-yard
work, and that workmen cannot perform their tasks in so satisfaclory a mauner
outside of the dook-yards as they can within. Tho oljection, it will be shown here.
after, is altogether groundless. The fivst intention of thon&ock yards was to pro.
vide that which could not be conveniently or so well provided elsewbere ; Lhem?ora
all that the warmest friends of the dock-yards can rationally say in support of them
is that we have them, and for that reason we vught to nse and cherish them. But
exactly the same logic would lead us to use and cherish the coats of mail in the
Tower of London, becanse we have them, and the battle-axes, broads
unmelted cannon of the last eentury that still encumber our great arsenals,

Mr. Chairman, these reasons must commend themselves_to all in-
telligent mwen. Now, all the work that needs to be done for the
United States Navy can be done better in one yard than in eight
vards. Yet we have eight separate establishments. We have the
burean system carried into each yard. We have sixty-four distinct
sets of books where we should have buf one. We have sixty-fonr
clerks where we should have but one. We have eight different par-
ties acting as responsible heads where we should have but one re-
sponsible head. Withont reference to what ought to be done regard-
ing other yards, there can at least be no discussion as to what ought
to be done regarding the creation of a new dock-yard, Notwith-
standing the manufacturing interests of this country had climbed to
that height where ships could be built with the same facility and at
as slight cost in this country as anywhere else upon the globe; not-
withstanding in every exigency we have been compelled to resort
to private enterprise to enlarge our Navy, we find this Administra-
tion, after a period of war, when the people were burdened with a
mountainous debt, devising a method whereby another large load
shall be added to the oppressive weight and thrust upon our people.
A commission, comp of seven distingunished officers of the Navy,
at the head of which was Commodore §tringham, was appointed to
select a new navy-yard; and the majority of thut commission re-
ported that it was utterfy incompatible with the public interests to
establish a navy-yard at League Rﬁtmd. But we find that by virtue
of political maneuvers, by virtune of tactics with which I am un-
familiar, the Government was induced to resolve upon this change,
resolved upon it notwithstanding what was contained in the report
made by the majority of that commission.

Mr. O'NEILL. Let the gentleman frankly say that in establishing
the navy-yard at League Island it was always the intention to do
away with the old Philadelphia navy-yard.

Mr. WILLIS. Undouhtegly. In obedience to the wishes of Phila-
delphia, which city wanted a double bounty—a navy-yard removed,
a navy-yard created.

Mr. O'NEILL. Because Philadelphia had the best place in the
world to offer for a navy-yard, as is established to-day.

Mr. KELLEY, If the gentleman from New York [Mr. WirLris]
will allow me one moment——

Mr, WILLIS. If my time is limited I must insist on proceeding.
If gentlemen wish to indulge in ipse dirifs, they must seek some other
time and occasion, I will now read from a report made by experts
who, if they were men of only tolerable understanding, must be as
capable as the distinguished gentleman from Philadelphia of coming
to a correct conclusion upon this subject.

to

I read from the report signed by a majority of this commission :

League Island is a reclaimed marsh, surrounded by a dry stone wall and om-
bankment of earth, raised to exclude the river. A portion of the island was re-
claimed many years since. anil is known as the old meadow; we have no positive
information on this point, but presume that at the time the wall and embankment
were built all the land worth reclaiming was embraced within the inelosure ; sub-
sequently, and about eighteen years since, as we are informed, the inclosure was
extended 50 as to embrace an additional area, now known as thenew meadow. Aec-
cording to a plan which has been submitted to the board by a committee from the
board of e, this old meadow contained two hundred and nineteen acres and
the new meadow one hundred and ﬂflﬁlliw acres.  On the north of the island, and
between it and the main, there ia a channel, which we are told was of sufficient
depth in former days to float large ships of war; now itis a narrow and shallow chan-
neR not suflicient to float vessels of any size used by the Navy. areas of
marshes have formed on the eas. and west ends and on the north side of the island,
and the whole appearance indicates a constant and rapid accumulation from the
immense deposits of the Delaware River,

I wish to eall the attention of the committee to what I am abount
to read further:

To raise the surface of this island to a height which would render it safe from
the encroachments of hlgh tides will require a filling in of from nine to ten feet
over the whole area ; and if, as has been suggested, a line of wharf front be car-
ried out to the twenty-three-foot line, it will involve an additional filling of & &pace
gne ‘:;ila long and averaging four hundred and cighty-one feet wide and nineteen

vet deep. ¢

Mr. Chairman, I will also call the attention of the committee to an-
other featnre of this report which, in my judgment,is of supreme im-
portance in the consideration of this matter:

League Island is situated on a fresh-water river, nearly surrounded by marshes
covered with vegetable matter and ex tothe sun at every low tide during the
day; and, althongh we are told that it is as healthy as other places in the vicinity,
we cannot believe that Island can be regarded as a healthy place.

And then the majority of this commission—

Reso'ved, That, in the opinion of the board, the publie interests will not be pro-
moted by acquiring the title to League Island for naval purposes.

It is signed by 8. H. Stringham, presiding officer; W. H. Garduer,
commodore; G.J. Van Brunt, commodore ; and W. P. S. Sanger, en-

gineer,

Mr. ONEILL. Will the gentleman from New York please give
the committee the date of that report ?

Mr, WILLIS. I will permit my friend from Pennsylvania to pur-
sue the subject at Lis leisure, but will not permit him to interrupt me.

Mr. RANDALL. I hope the gentleman will insert in his speech
various other reports in favor of League Island which have since been
made as a set-off a%ixinst that solitary one against it.

Mr. WILLIS. I have already stated to the committee that this is
an original report made by eompetent experts and is in all respects
sufficient for our purpose, but despite the filing of such an opinion,
and the due consideration thereof, various contrivances have been
resorted to which have resulted in a pledge on the part of the Con-
gress of the United States to impose upon the people of the country
a foolish and utterly unwarranted expenditure of af least $40,000,000.

In addition to what has been before urged in regard to Leagne
Island, let me say that it is no less than seventy miles from the sea.
A few vessels of the enemy rendezvousing in its mouth conld blockade
the grand navy which happened to be at that particular point,and
prevent its issuing forth to protect the coasts of the eountry.

There is beyond this still another objection. Every winter, some-
times for months, those narrow channels which surround that muod-
flat, properly called an island, for it is very mueh of an island, being
surrounded by water on top as well as on all sides—those narrow
channels are blockaded by ice, rendering League Island useless for
any just purpose for which navy-yards are maintained.

But I do not wish to detain the committee longer on this subject-
matter. I wish to justify the position that has been assumed by my-
self in making the report of the subcommittee on this sabject. When
the Fmper- time comes, in view of all the considerations presented, I
shall take the liberty of moving an amendment to give effect to the
recommendations urged in that report.

Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman from New York allow me to
ask a question ?

Mr. WILLIS. I will, with pleasure.

Mr. RANDALL. Did you ever personally inspect Leagne Island?

Mr. WILLIS, Idid not; bnt I trust to the eyes of Commodore
Stringham rather than to the jndgment of the distinguished gentle-
man from Pennsylvania on this question.

Mr. RANDALL. When you rely on another, then we will come
back to his say-so. For the gentleman himself to rise up here and
inveigh against League Island when he has never seen it, as he him-
self confesses, seems to be a most extraordinary pmceedi:&'.

Mr. WILLIS. I saw it sufficiently in the report, made Ly eye-
witnesses, who thoroughly understood their duty in the premises.

Mr. RANDALL. That is on paper.

Mr. WILLIS. I wish also to say on this subject that although the
Navy of the United States is very inconsiderable compared fo that of -
France or Great Britain, France having 402, England 242, and the
United States 117 ships of war, the acreage for dock-yards in En-
gland amonnts to only 866 acres, and in France to only 865; while in
the United States, exclusive of League Island, it amonnts to 1,595
acres. The fact appears by the following tabular statement :
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Bureav oF YarDs axp Docks, May 17, 1876,

I also add as part of my remarks the report of the subcommittee,
written by myself, and which is the embodiment of my views and
suggestions upon the subject I am now discussing:

The subcommittee on naval affairs, who were instructed to take into considera-
tion and investigate the snbjects embraced under the second head of the subdi-
vision of House resolution No. —, introduced by Mr. Mogrmsoxs, namely, * On navy-
fwh and their management, to inquire whether their duced, an

f s0, in what mode and to what extent, and, in their - 1, what change can
be made to reduce the costs thereof, and reform the alleged abuses and corraptions
existing therein,” respectiully submit the following as their report:

The United States Government now the following navy-yards, to wit:
‘Washington, Norfolk, Kittery, Brooklyn, New London, Charlestown, League Island,
Pensacola, and Mare Island, all, save the two latter, being situnate upon the Atlantic

After wnnidering duly a vast amounnt of testimony bearing upon the subject-
matter, the scope of work to be done in and about the i m5° construction of
vessels and otber labor required by the Navy, having due reference to the effi-
cieney of the service, your committee recommend :

First. That all navy-yards be closed, excepting the one at Brooklyn, the one at
Norfolk, and the one at Mare Island, which be keptopen for the purposes of repair.

Second. That eventually but two yards be maintained and kept open, to wit, the
one at Mare Island and the one at Bm&lzn.

Third. That no naval station be author orestablished unless in case of neces-
sity when it shall be selected at such of the closed yards as may be most exp edi-
ent in the jndgment of the Secretary of the Navy.

Fourth. That sale be made of the navy-yards at Charlestown and Washington with

all eonvenient speed.

Fifth. That the Kittery and Pensacola yards be retained as Government prop-
erty, that the samemay be used in period of war or other exigency.

Sixth. That no further money be ded n League E:ﬁmd. and that said
island, together with the vard at New London mnreoulad to the original grantors
at such time, in such mode, and upon such conditions as may be deemed ex ent.
and just; and, at all events, that no further money be expended in the creation, en-

ment, or improvement of either.

venth. That provision be made to guard, at the slightest ible cost, all the
property and material of any deseription whatsoever in oram the to be
closed pursuant to the fDngil'cl,g suggestions, until the same may be disposed of
with the least prejudice to the Government.

The foregoing recommendations have reference to the first branch of the inguiry,
as hereinbefore stated. The yard at Brooklyn is confessedly the most valuable and
important one owned by the Gover t. The testimony of all witnesses exam-
ined is uniform in this respect, and, without reference to its intrinsie excellence and
fitness, it is, while sufficiently remote from the sea for purposes of defense, suffi-
ciently convenient for the purposes of coast defense; it would cost more than
§20,000.000 to replace it; it hasat hand all the resourees of men and material which
a cial city in ication with every part of the counntry, containing
more than a million of people, can yvield, and there are yet a million more of people
within a radias of thirty miles. The approaches to the ii:drd by Sound or Narrows
are never frozen up. A notice that workmen are requ posted upon the outer
gates of the yard is responded to by th Is within a few hours. A fow miles

above the city the waters of the broad Hudson becnme fresh—a retreat just at hand
where a fleet of iron-clads conld renidezvous and avoiil the inconv oril

resulting from salt water. One yard is snfficient for all the purposes of the Gav-
ernment, where all the resources of the Government could be centered and work
prosecuted under the control and direction of one competent official, avoiding the
confusion inse ble from having the business of the Navy divided up under so
Eany _ﬂitf!.‘?rent. eads, dividing responsibility and thereby reducing effectiveness to

@ minimum.

Other yards have nndoubted excellences, but can be dispensed with. The best of
these upon the Atlantic coast, reference to geographical position, depth of water,
distance from the sea, and defensibility being considered, is Norfolk. Leagne
Island is too remote from the sea; is upon narrow rivers, which are invariably
blocked every winter with ice, sometimes for months; it is near a large city; is
accessible to coal and iron ons, and the water is fresh ; considerations indeed
favorable, but overshadowed by an objection to its locality. its annunal blockade of
ice ; and another yet more commanding, indeed, insuperable, the immense cost which
its completion would pecessitate. Let ns resign ourselves with composure to the
amount of money already uselessly expended and halt where we are, The sum of
muneyrequhedtowmpﬂtame render it in anywise fit for the purposes in-
tended, is variously estimated at from twenty to sixty million dollars. The island
is nothing but a mud-flat, which will require endless filling and piering; it will
require for years and years an appropriation from Con, and the Amer-
ican people should decide, before further money is invested, whether they are will-
.niw pay the cost of this yard, say, at a low estimate, §40,000,000,

naval station in time of pemahwhnn 80 many navy-yaris are scattered along
the full len of our coast, is wholly needless, and, unless made such with no out-
lay. without justification.

The land comprising the Charlestown and Washington navy-yards, being in the
central portions of large cities, could be advantageously sold, especially when the
country shall have recovered from business depression.

The land comprising Kittery and Pensacola would, if sold, yield but a trifling
sum of money to the , and their retention may be of ultimate service to
the Government.

As League Island and New London were respectively ceded to the Government
on condition that they shonld be used as navy.yards and naval establishments
maintaived thereon, good faith demands that in due time proper steps be taken to
surrenider the same and canse their reconveyance to the bodies-politie from whom
they were received.

The valne of fnrammnﬂl property at the several yards designated as proper
ones to be closed is immense, amounting to several millions of dollars. The most
prudent precautions must be employed to prevent destruction either from want of
care or removal. A proper amount of money, thereforo, appropriated for such pur-
pose would be an intelligent exercise of economy.

Respectfully submitted.

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I ask the gentleman from New
York [Mr, WiLLis] whether the subcommittee or the general Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs have ever taken any testimony whatever on
the subject of the sale of any navy-yard of the United States 7

Mr. WILLIS. I wish to say distinctly that they have. Buot in so
far as my remarks are concerned and in so far as this particular ap-
pendix, which I have asked leave to print, is concemct.r, they are my
own individunal views, and I am alone responsible therefor, althongh
I believe for the honor and credit of this Congress that they will
shared and snstained by a majority of the members thereof.

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I would ask my friend if he has
ever visited any navy-yard in this country except that of Brooklyn?

Mr. WILLIS. If is not my business to travel around, after the
manner of clowns, looking at what may be in Boston, or what may be
in Philadelphia, or sundry other small towns. Bat I have sought in-
formation from such %enuine and anthentic sources as must put all
gentlemen to the blush who would indulge in any statements to the
contrary, not hayving the knowledge of experts on the subject.

Mr. 'NEILL. The gentleman from New York is so obliging that T
really dislike to ask permission of him to say a word.

Mr. WILLIS. Justice to my distinguished colleague on the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs, the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr, WHIT-
mom’%ﬁtﬁlmds me to say that I must yield to nobody but him.

Mr. O . There is one question I wish to ask the gentleman,
whether he was ever in the Brooklyn navy-yard ?

Mr. WILLIS. Yes; andnow the gentleman, having placed himself
on the witness-stand and wishing to testify, he may state whether
there is anything in the report signed by Admiral Stringham and four
other naval officers which is not strietly true.

Mr. O'NEILL. That report belongs to a past generation of men;
forgotten almost, except for their deeds in the Navy of the United
States fighting her enemies gallantly.

Mr. WILLIS. And with them simplicity and true economy have
been also forgotten.

Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. WHIT-
THORNE] yield to me for one moment ¥

Mr. WHITTHORNE. For what purpose?

Mr. DUNNELL. I rise to express the hope that these gentlemen
who are participating in these personal altercations which are so rich
will not strike them out of the RECORD to-morrow.

Mr. HAMILTON, of New Jersey. I hope they will not go into the
Recorp. They were out of order, every one of them.

Mr. WHITTHORNE. It is not my purpose on this occasion to re-
view the general condition of the Navy. Ihad hoped that prior to the
discussion on this bill it would have snited the convenience of the
Committee on Appropriations to have reported the Army appropria-
tion bill, with the view that whatever rednction might be made in
the pay of the Army that reduction should be made in the naval serv-
ice, so that the services hereafter would harmonize alike in their as-
similation of grade and of pay. That has not been done, and there
has been brought upon the House, and more particularly on the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs, the consideration of questions that they
would have liked to be postponed for the reason I have intiruated.

I purpose simply on this occasion, Mr. Chairman, to call the atten-
tion of the House to what 1 have been instructed to de by ihe Com-
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mittee on Naval Affairs, to wit: To offer for the consideration and
approval of the Committee of the Whole three distinet propositions,
which are to be found embodied in the bills which I had the honor
to report from that committee the day before yesterday.

These bills refer, first, to the reduction of the pay and the number
of officers in the Navy ; secondly, to the reduetion of the navy-yards;
and, thirdly, to the re-organization of the Marine Co And it is to
these subjects that I propose now to call the attention of the com-
mittee.

The first, sir, is the question of the reduction of pay. In order
that the Committee of the Whole may fAulf}y understand the purposes
and labors of the Committee on Naval Affairs, I have to invite your
attention to what is the present pay of the Navy and to what is pro-
})used by the Committee on Appropriations. Speaking in round num-

yers, without referring now to the bill, the amount reported by the

Committee onApEropnationa is $6,250,000, while the sum of $7,600,000
i8 demanded in the estimates submifted from the Treasury Depart-
ment. I am of the opinion that, if the recommendations made by the
Committee on Naval Affairs shall meet the approval of this House,
the sum reported from the Committee on Appropriations may be re-
duced from four to five hundred thousand dollars; in other words,
making the appropriations $5,750,000,

Now, sir, in the amendment which I shall have the honor to submit
to this committee—I speak relatively or comparatively—the proposed
reduction averages abount 10 per cent. in the pay of officers upon the
active and retired list. At that point the committee for the present
stopped. They propose in the discharge of the duties devolving npon
them to submit to this Congress before it adjourns sundry other
measures which, in the opinion of the committee, will materially re-
duce the expenses in the management of the Navy. But just now,
sir, I desire to invoke your particular attention to this statement. I
submit it as a statement merely, and I ask the attention of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, or the gentleman who has reported this
bill, or of any gentleman who takes an interest in the naval service,
to the fact that I have correctly tabulated the present rate of the pay
of the Navy. Isubmit the tabu{ated statement showing that expense,
as nearly as it can be done from the last Naval Register :

Line officers, active list, (T76) ....

Staff officers, active lis =
Line ommrs.m mﬁmdl.hz((ag}..
Staff officers, retived lList, (135)..

Total pay commissioned ofiCers........ccceeenssesnnascns sosenns 4,022, 955
‘Warrant officers, active Hst, (212) cccccevmrnscennnrnassonncas $270, 600
gt scin R hon 1 Ol 158,500

& en and engineers, (317).e.aeevecaacacaan S avses
e 475, 750
4, 408, 705
Estimated for officers volunteer Navy......cceeccacceassnnmsaccsaanans 40, 400
Estimated pay for petty officers and seamen, &o., 7, 500, at average of §20 1t

T a

permumr.,: ......................................................... 1, 800, 000
6,339, 105

Will you reflect, Lﬁnﬂemm, for a moment on the fact that the num-
ber of officers on active list of the Navy line and staff is to-day
1,368; that those upon the retired list, including chaplains and pro-
fessors of mathematics, foot up a total of 1,612 officers; and if you
add to this the cadet midshipmen and the cadet engineers you have a
total of 1,924, and adding to that number the volunteer officers, which
the amendment which I propose to offer will abolish, you have 1,953
officers for the United States Navy, that number including the cadet
midshipmen and the cadet engineers, who are officers in embryo ¥ Now
then, take 1,953 as the number of our officers who either are commis-
sioned or may be commissioned, and you have that number of officers
commanding 7,500 men. Is it not time, in view of the immense amount
of money that you are paying to this class of officers, that you should
commence the work not only of reduction of pay but of reduction of
theirnumber ! The Committee on Naval Affairs, believing the estab-
lishment to be top-hea.vg', and representing the great body of the tax-
payers of the conntry and not representing one particular class, believe
1t just to the people that the reduction should be made not alone
among sailors, but among the officers of the Navy. I apprehend
that no man will take issue with me on that question; but &a diffi-
culty with the committee was how it should be done with justice to
the officers of the Navy. We got over that difficulty by providing
that hereafter in the rank of rear-admirals the number should be re-
duced from twelve to three ; that we awaited the slow process of death
or retirement to make that reduction. The number of commodores is
now twenty-five, and we Propoee to reduce it to six, and so on, follow-
ing that idea through all the es of officers, with the intention
that the number of officers in the Navy shall eventually be made to
correspond with the number of men in the Navy.

In addition to that I desire to call the attention of the committee
to the further fact that to-day—and I am making no comment or re-
flection, nor do I so intend anything I may now say on the manage-
ment of any party or of any Secretary—but I do f.',a.l:‘lr attention tl:)agha
fact that to-day, with all of our efforts, it would not be possible to
l;gt into commission or to put afloat more than eighty vessels. We

ve to-day in the squadron service or active sea service but fifty-one
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vessels, and merely for the purpose of keeping those fifty-one afloat
the people of the United States are taxed over $4,000,000 to sustain
an unnecessary number of officers. Right here, Mr. Chairman, speak-
ing for the members of the Committee on Naval Affairs, I desire to
say that they have no thought or purpose whatever to make war on
the Navy. I think myself, as an American citizen to-day and as an
American citizen in the past, I have never seen an hour when I did
not feel honor and pride in the officers of the Navy of the United
States. They are t soldiers and men of courage, who do honor
to the service and the flag under which they have taken commissions,
and I would be false to myself and false to justice and false to my
country if I made war upon the Navy. And in all the efforts I make
for reform and reformation I have not one single object or purpose
except to so reform and re-organize the Navy that it may become
hereafter in the time of peace what it always has been in time of
war, the pride and honor of the country. But, sir, right in that con-
nection, and speaking of the pay of the Navy, it will appear upon
reference to the expenf.ltures, as re from the Treasury Depart-
ment, made for the naval service from 1869 to 1875 that there has
been paid out within the period of six years for the pay of the Navy,
Marine Corps, and the incidental expenses connected with the service,
aside from the Bureau expenditures, §64,140,767.90.-

Now, %nﬂemﬂn. reflect for a moment that this large amount has
been gathered from your tax-laden and oppressed constituents within
the last six years, an amount of $64,000,000 and over.

Now, sir, in view of these facts, upon which I think no gentleman
will take issne with me, I submit to the House that it is our duty to
travel in the direction indicated by the Committee on Naval Affairs.

It may be, Mr. Chairman, that upon this question of the rednction
of pay and number of the officers of the Navy I shall take occasion
to trespass upon the attention of the committee when we consider the
bill by sections, but just now I pass from that question to the next, and
that is the question of navy-yards.

I am not here upon this occasion to give expression to any individ-
nal sentiment that I may have. I only express myself generally and
as the representative of the Committee on Naval Affairs. eir
recommendation has for its object and purpose economy and efficiency
in the naval service. With that end and p in view they have
authorized and instructed me to recommend the assage of a bill
which abolishes the navy-yard at League Island antf at New London,
but retains for general purposes the navy-yards at Kittery, Charles-
town, Brooklyn, and Norfolk, and retains for special purposes the
navy-yards at Pensacola and Mare Island.

Now in reference to the Pensacola navy-yard; it is, I believe, a
matter well known to most of the gentlemen upon this floor that dur-
ing the continuation of that yard it has seldom been used for any
other purpose than as a rendezvous and repairing station ; that in
the whole history of that yard but one or two vessels have been built
there. And the recommendation of the committee in regard to the
Mare Island nag.-ﬁard is in harmony with its past history.

Mr. PAGE. Will the gentleman allow me & moment {

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Certainly.

Mr. PAGE. What facts in the ion of the Committee on
Naval Affairs have caused them to recommend the discontinuance of
the navy-yard at Mare Island and the making it a naval rendezvous 1

Mr. WHITTHORNE. A rendezvous and repairing station.

Mr. PAGE. Yes. Does not the gentleman know that for the two
thousand miles of the Pacific coast there is but the one navy-yard at
Mare Island ¥ I would like the gentleman to inform the Committee
of the Whole upon what information or facts in possession of the
Committee on Naval Affairs they base this recommendation.

Mr. WHITTHORNE. The information in possession of the com-
mittee was that there was not means enough at hand in the form of
timbers and other materials to make the navy-vard at Mare Island a
general construction yard. It is within the information of the com-
mittee that vast amounts of timber and other material at very great
expense—I can use no other term—at very great expense to the Gov-
ernment have been transshipped or carri %rom our eastern sea-coast
to Mare Island; that in the articles of live oak and coal and other
things the Government has been obliged to pay enormous prices to
secure those arficles. And in the opinion of the committee no more
should be done at that yard than has been done in the past; that is
to sa‘ﬂ, nothing but the n repair or construction of a vessel.

I do not mention it as a fact within the knowledge of the commit-
tee, but I mention it only upon that information which is accessible
to every gentleman upon this floor. It is said that a gentleman in
the State of New York is now building a vessel to be put together at
Mare Island, and instead of sending various parts of that vessel
by water, he is sending it across the country by railroad.

It was in view of these facts and with no intention or purpose on
the part of the committee to prejudice the Mare Island navy-yard,
simply to keep it within its past history, that we recommend that it
should be retained as a repairing yard as well as a naval rendezvous.
The gentleman misa};gmhands the bill of the committee if he sup-

that the Mare Island yard is to be simply a Navy rendezvous.

n the opinion of the committee there should be done there in the fu-

ture what has been or ought to have been legally and legitimately
done there in the Baat.

Mr. PAGE. I dislike to interrupt the gentleman from Tennessee,
[Mr, WHITTHORNE, ] but I would ask him, as chairman of the Com-
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mittee on Naval Affairs, if he would deem it safe, with two thousand
miles of sea-cost, and Mare Island the only navy-yard on that coast,
to do away with that navy-yard as a yard of construction? I believe
that in the past ships have been constructed there, immense works
have been done at Mare Island, and the cost of such works, I think,
will bear favorable comparison, so far as economy is concerned, with
any other navy-yard in the United States, with the exception per-
haps of some additional freight paid upon certain classes of timber.

Mr. WHITTHORNE. 1 thi Y{ when my friend from California
[Mr. PaGEIJ comes to understand thoroughly the action of the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs he will see that that action is not as preju-
dicial to his navy-yard as he now takes it to be. The committee
have reflected upon the number of vessels likely to be repaired at
that station. For instance, whatever squadron may be maintained
by the United States upon the North or the South Pacific, the vessels
wonld have to go to this navy-vard for repairs, and very likely the
dranght upon the resources o that navy-yard, in the way of material
and other supplies, will in the future as it has been in the past be
larger than their capacity to meet.

here are things alleged about that yard which, I will not say have

caused the country to wonder how they counld be, but there are things
which if trne I have no doubt the gentleman regrets. I do not intend
now to assert that they are true, but if they be true they ought not
to exist in the future. It was with these views that the Committee
on Naval Affairs made the recommendation as to the Pensacola and
Mare Island navy-yards.

When we come to the other yards, Kittery, Charlestown, Brook-
lyn, and Norfolk, I agree with my colleagne upon the committee, who
has just addressed the House, [Mr. WiLL1s,] that the navy-yards at
Brooklyn and at Norfolk are essential to the public service, and I
might {nera announce my own willingness to panse; but I am here to
represent, on behalf of my committee, that the navy-yards at Kit-
tery and Charlestown are not without their advan to the service.
In the opinion of the committee those advantages are of such a char-
acter as to demand the continuance of those yards as general sta-
tions., For Kittery it is to be said that, when our ships have been
upon long voyages and the vessels as well as men have become in-
fected with disease, it is necessary that they should be carried to
some water in the latitude of the Kittery navy-yard; and it was for
this general purpose that the majority of the committee thonght it
their duty to recommend the continnance of that yard.

As for Charlestown, it possesses advantages in the manufacturing
of certain articles such as are not possessed by any other establishment
in the Union, especially in the manufacture of rope. At that yard
* the Government, as I am informed by the gentleman from Massachu-

satts, [Mr. HARRIS, ] my colleague on the committee, is able to carry
out a policy which 1 trust will ever be the policy of the Navy Depart-
ment—not to permit any shyster or broker-contractor fo come be-
tween them and the man r of the iron which goes into the
construction of our ships. If the Charlestown navy-yard W
this advantage, it certainly should be preserved as a manufacturing
establishment for the benefit of the United States Navy.

The navy-yard at Washington City, it will be observed, the com-
mittee recommend to be continued as a manufacturing establishment.

-It is said that this yard has machinery whose ability to execute fine
workmanship is not equaled, certainly not surpassed, by any estab-
lishment in the world. With this general idea the Committee on
Naval Affairs have recommended that the Washington navy-yard be
continued as a manufacturing establishment..

I have given the reasons why certain yards should in fthe opinion
of the committee be continned. I now come to those yards of which
they recommend the abolition. I eannot appropriately discuss or
give to the committee the reasons that o?ra.ted upon the mind of
the Naval Committee in recommending the retrocession of League
Island to the authority that gave it to the United States; buf, sir,
with proper time and ogportunity I think my friends from Philadel-
phia will find that the Committee on Naval Affairs have reasons as
thiek and plenty as blackberries. No reason can be ed for the
continnance of a navy-yard at League Island that would not apply

to every fresh-water branch that enters the Atlantiec Ocean. That is
the only argument that can be made in favorof League Island. Baut,
on the other hand, the committee will bring to the attention of the
House and the eountry the fact that fo make League Island a navy-
yard will require an expenditure from the public Treasury, at the
very lowest estimate, of §20,000,000, and in the opinion of competent
officers recently on duty at that station, §50,000,000. In view of this
ex}l)end.itnre the question will be presented whether this House is
willing to lannch this country into such an expenditure for the bunild-
ing of a navy-yard there, when we have superior yards already in
existence, That is the only practical question before the House.

Mr. O'NEILL. Will the gentleman allow me a single remark 1

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I have not the time.

Mr. O'NEILL. If the gentleman will state that une Island navy-
yard was established as an iron-clad navy-yard, for which fresh water
was a necessity, he will perhaps disenss this sul’ijwt more intelligently.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. WHIT-
THORNE ] declines to yield. .

Mr, WHITTHORNE. This question will most likely come up at
another time; and then we will canvass the reasons on which the
recommendation of the committee is based.

T have not now the time to give the reasons which operated npon
the mind of the committee in recommending the surrender of New
London. I will only call attention to the recommendation of a
committee upon the part of the Benate during the second session of
the Forty-third Congress, of which committee Senator SARGENT of
California was chairman, and which recommended the abolition of
the navy-yard at New London.

I pass now to the remaining suggestion of the Committee on Naval
Affairs, the recommendation for the re-organization of the Marine
Corps. I have time only to state briefly that the proposition is to
reduce the number of privates in that corps from fifteen hundred to
twelve hundred and the number of officers to sixty-six, being nine
less than the number recommended by the Committee on Appropria-
tions. We also recommend the abolition of the staff in that corps.
In this connection werecommend such measures as will, in the judg-
ment of the committee, be promotive of efficiency in that corps as
well as economy in the general service.

Having thus hastily called attention to the recommendations of
the committee, I take occasion to say that at the proper time these
propositions will be submitted as amendments to the pending bill
and the concurrence of the House asked for them.

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr, Chairman, it affords me pleasure to bring to
the attention of the House a measure of retrenchment which, while it
proposes a large reduction, comes here with the indorsement of the
entire Committee on Appropriations. It is only due to the Secretary
of the Navy for me to state that in our conferences with him upon
this bill and the reductions therein pro he has entered no pro-
test. He has mlded to us all the sources of information freely and
fully. There been no attempt to oppose us in our purposes, but
wehave been uniformly met with the statement : *“Thisis yourNavy;
make such appropriations as ﬂ:ﬂmsy deem fit ; it is only my province
to conduet the duties of my Department.”

8ir, I have no fear that in these redunctions the public service will
be at all injured. In the first place I do not consider that the con-
tinned keeping up of the Navy of the United States at a high state
is at all consistent with the genius of our people any more than to
maintain a large standing a.rn:ﬁ

It is ourgreat good fortune that, unlike the great powers of Enrope,
which are continually meditating destruction of each other both
upon land and upon sea, we are isolated, disconnected with those con-
troversies which are continually and as it would seem necessarily
arising there. While this Government has been in existence but a
hundred years our Navy has been called upon but once worthy of
mention to E:; out against a foreign foe, and that was during the war
of 18’1;‘2. I know we have had other troubles, but they amounted to
naught.

It was ch::iged against the administration of Jefferson as well as
against the administration of Madison that they had almost wholly
neglected the Navy. What wastheresult? When the trial of strength
did come, althongh we encountered an enemy who, by reason of the
blows she had given to the Spanish, French, and Dutch navies, was
riding the ocean with contempt for the rest of the world, who does
not remember with pride our struggle, and that it was our own de-
aEiaed little Navy which first brought her to a rceognition of the fact
that there was onc power she must and should respect? But how did
it happen? Much was due to the fact that our Navy was composed
of men of skill, of counﬁe, and of endurance, and a great that
we found our commereial marine ready at once to come to our rescue.
It was our hidden but our easily available strength. The alarm
sounded on every oceasion when an effort is made to enlarge our Navy
is not justified from our own experience. The moral force of reason
does not justify it and the great aid of diplomacy does not justify it.
If I entertained a doubt on this point, the fact tgat on my own com-
mittee are gentlemen of long experience, who have been here for
many years, who, without regard to party, concur in this report, and
the further fact that a high Cabinet officer at the head of the Depart-
ment fails to enter any protest are sufficient reasons why I should
not hesitate to go forward.

In addition to this, who does not feel the paralysis of the industries
of our land? Tell me a Btate in any section of this country, in New
England, the Middle States, the Southern or Western States, or upon
the great Pacific slope, tell me any of them whose Representatives
upon this floor will not testify to the fact that labor with them is in
enforced idleness ; that business of every kind, manufacturing, mer-
cantile, or agricuiture, refuses to yield those profits which we found
in the days of our and prosperity ! If this be true, if this is
the popular demand, if this is the feeling of the committee, if this is
the ae]iing of Cabinet officers, the country, I say, is to be congratu-
lated that here thereis fo be retrenchment to which there can be no
reasonable ohjection.

Now, Mr. Chairman, with these preliminary remarks, it is bot due
to the House that I should briefly call attention to the reduction in
the Navy appropriation bill we have brought forward, and to give
some of the reasons which induced the committee to report it.

I will add, however, that the appropriations under this bill as re-
ported amounted to $12,808,655.40; and the appropriations for the last
year, or rather for the current fiscal year, were §17,011,306.90, showing
a reduction on the appropriations for the last year, or the current
fiscal year, of $4,202,651.50 ; to which may be added, 1f the statement
of the Fourth Auditor be correct, that the pay of the Navy fund has
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heretofore been sufficient by reason of unexpended balances of pre-
vious years not covered back into the Treasury, but which balances
are now exhausted, and upon which now there can be no reliance;
to which may be added, if that statement be correct, another million
of dollars, making a reduction in the expenditures of the Navy De-
partment for the carrent fiscal year of $5,202,651.50. The cstimates
for the next fiscal year were $20,871,666.40 ; and deducting from that
the appropriation contained in this bill we have a difference between
the estimates and the amount actually arlpmpriated of §8,063,011. °

I shall take up the discussion of this bill by paragraphs in the order
in which they appear in print. First I am brought by that arrange-
ment to the pay of the Navy. The estimates were $7,600,000, and
the appropriation in the bill is $6,250,000. I think I shall be able to
show to the satisfaction of the House that that reduction is pot suf-
ficient, and I shall therefore at the proper time introduce an amend-
ment reducing it still further. I will here call attention to the fol-
lowing tables of the years 1857, 1859, and 1860, and 1873, 1874, and 1875,
showing the estimates of appropriations and expenditures for the
naval service for those years:

TaBLE 1.—Showing estimates, appropriations, and expenditures for the
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857,

For what purpose. Estimates. |Appropriations.| Expenditures.
F‘ﬁpay “3“ o i T £4,962, 168 00 | $4,262,168 00 | $4,241,321 25
avy and m 2T R s
For gy of civil establishment,
TAV 'Imd ..................... 125, 782 00 sbo -l e e e
For increase, repairs, ordnance,
and equipment .....evoeernornaan 3,088,660 00 [ 3,020,500 00 | 2 886,102 95
For contingent expenses «......... 859, 750 00 850, 750 00 862, 467 73
For navy-yards........cceeveuemens 2,217,989 00 1,620,030 58 | 1,781,134 45
For magazines ....... 142, 600 00 92, 600 00 80,729 10
For hospitals ......... Ed, 400 00 70,800 00 45, B3 92
For the Naval Academ’ 39, 595 22 39, 5095 22 39,172 23
For the Marine C o 851,113 31 657,113 31 503, 670 93
For steam-mail ce . 1, 408, 850 00 1, 478, 600 00 1, 059, 866 67
For Stevens's war steamer. o 86, 717 84 86, T17 84 |.... SREs
For six steam-frigates. ........ceelicaeemnmieicifivnerciiicvnnans 840, 556 73
For five sloops-of-War. . .. .covmvvee]-srnmmnnasronrsfoonssssenanssans)ionnancccnascns
For seven steam-sloops and one
L R e ey A b s S
For miscellaneons ...ceeweeeeennn 356, 280 00 450,178 48 385,951 73
) L R e 13,524,505 37 | 12 764,235 43 | 12, 726, 856 69
TaBLE 2.—Showing estimates, appropriations, and erpenditures for the
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1859.
For what purpose. Estimates. |Appropriations.| Expenditures.
For pay and subsistence of the
NAVY neemevannnnemnnnensnennenns| $4, 719,255 00 | $4,779,255 00 [ $4, 526,707 32
For the civil establishment, navy-
FRIAR s oonsiae i innsanssnseees| 130,990 00 139,232 00 |.eoennnnnnnnn
For increase, repairs, ordnance,
and eqUIPMENt . oueneeeeannns| 3,448,000 00 | 3,448,000 00 | 3,554,335 42
For contingent expenses ..........| 897,600 00 97, 600 00 904, B17 25
FOL DAVY-YATAS «vvvevsrnnnensnnnns] 1,952,500 00 | 1,592,680 00 | 1,447,212 46
For magazines ...cececceaconanenns 209, 615 00 129, 615 00 146,219 66
For hospitals. .......... 159, B66 00 80, 792 00 68, 738 09
For the Naval Academy 45, 671 22 45, 671 22 43, 666 67
For the Marine Co 624, 660 01 641, 460 01 674, 463 26
For steam mail o8 . 935, 850 00 7, 985 01
For six steam-frigates.. Ao SR
For five steam sloops-of-war....... 1, 350, 000 00
For seven screw aloops-of-war and |
one side-wheel steamer. ......... s
For JlANeous. coveenvanncaanns 74, 040 00
S Bt SR B 14, 616,208 23
TaBLe 3.—Showing estimates, a iations, and erpenditures for the
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1860,
For what purpose. Estimates. |[Appropriations.| Expenditures.
For pay and subsistence of the sonsemon | om0 | 9819050
e B e e 1S
For 1]?; civil estalishment, navy-
L P S e e B 152, 454 00 132,454 00 | cocaniinnians,
For increase, repairs, ordnamce,
and equipment........covenvenen 3, 663, 000 00 1, 863, 000 00 1,390, 041 23
For contingent expenses.......... E96, 000 00 000 853, 100 34
For navy-yards. ... .. ccoeeevunanaa- 2,001, 827 00 121, 000 00 634, 005 46
For magazines ...oceccvesnennsanes 203, 457 00 114, 957 00 108, 300 61
For hospitala .-, oo oiiisiiies, 153, 935 00 76, 055 00 67,546 73
For the Naval Academy - 51, 040 25 50, 000 00 51,334 41
For the Marine Corps .. 703, 394 55 663,394 00 609, 651 77
For steam mail-service 196, 154 09
For six steam-frigates 91,115 39
For five sloops-of-war .. y A 669, 812 09
For seven sloops and one steamer. . 674, 000 00 674, 000 00 811, 792 51
For miscellAneons ...... .ocveevnn- 87,384 00 342, 000 00 003, 748 36
Total ...coomiiainniaaaas coaa| 13,500,370 80 | 10,531, 163 00 | 11,513, 150 19

TaBLE 4.—Showing estimates, appropriations, and ecrpenditures for the
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1873.
For what purpose. Estimates. |Appropriations.| Expenditures.
For pay and subsistence of the
s hdﬂﬁ%m . §6, 475,674 00 | $6,315,000 00 | 86, 432, 882
£ ns' m By oo vt 4 =
For the civil establishment at the
DAVY-Fards . .. o......oiiiiaeians. 322, 559 00 326, 184 00 419,531 41
Forincrease, repairs, ordnance,and
equipment ...... ...cconcaennians 5, 459, 039 00 5,338, 751 00 7, 217, 747 60
For provisions and clothing .......| 1,587,600 00 | 1,587,600 00 | 2 631,776 36
For contingent expenses ..........| 1,184, 500 00 1,932, 000 00 1,185,135 20
Furmv{éyuﬂ.amdmmm.... 1,822 538 00 | 1,071,200 00 | 2 463, 451 05
For the Naval Academy . 103, 408 25 193, 498 25 190, 654 07
For the Marine Corps .. —..| 1,049,652 70 | 1,044,652 70 | 1,071,516 70
For miscellaneous. . .. ... ........ 5,000 00 5, 000 00 5,000 00
For the Bureau of Navigation and
Naval Observatory .............. 231, 100 00 241, 700 00 314, 182 08
For the Bureau of Steam Engineer-
T R S R 1,650,000 00 | 1,650 000 00 | 1,641,769 08

TABLE 5.—Showing estimates,
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1874.

For what purpose. Estimates. |Appropriations.| Expenditures.
For pay and subsistence of the
Navy, incloding medicines and 06,618, 0000 | /96:315,000 60 | 97,889:
" DeCessaTies. .. ... ...... , 633, 807 55
For ecilw;iilsaahbllahmmtattha 38 200,767 00 %
TAVY- A e e i g g 321 00 467 33
Forlnar{aso,m'pdm,urdmoe.md
equipment ......................| 5,910,192 00 | 5,493,751 00 | 10,847,755 05
For provisions and clothing ....... 1, 587, 600 00 1, 587, 600 00 2,019,027 68
For contingent expenses ..........| 1,312 200 00 1, 372, 000 00 2,037,103 23
hrmv?udamd magazines....| 2 336,967 00 666, 260 00 1, 607, 325, 83
For the Naval Academy .......... 193, 430 90 193, 407 40 M7, 477 88
For the Marine Corps .............| L177,311 25| 1,105,611 25 | 1,681,122 29
For miscellaneous. .....ccovveueann. 5, 00 5, 000 00 5, 000 00
For the Burean of Nnviiuiun,
Naval Observatory, and hydro-
Silemwrl. L T 417, 400 00 306, 400 00 424,329 68
For the Burean of Steam-Engineer-
Ing. ..o iiiaiiaaaiaaaa. | 2,400, 000 00 2, 300, 000 00 2, 735, 599 87
TABLE 6.—Showing estimates, appropriations, and itures for the

naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1875,

For what purpose. Estimates. |Appropriations. Expenditures.
For pay and subsistence of the
Navy, incloding medicines and
eons’ necessaries. ...........| $6, 502 200 00 | #6285 000 00 | 6,511,167 84
i mmhb dedis 412, 122 00 199, 899 B0 194, 224 17

DEVY-YEPAD o5:c s s nmnpminnnnssinsi A y
For increase, repairs, ordnance,and \

SQUDIERE .5 v swncsaecsaess 5,500,344 71 | 4,705,000 00 | 5,793,119 56
For provisions and clothing .......| 1,587, 600 00 1, 335, 000 00 1, 681, 730 14
For contingent expenses ..........| 1,167,000 00 1, 055, 000 00 1, 062, 278 90
For navy-yards and m -es:| 1,015, 589 28 1, 198, 000 00 1,197, 264 39
Nor the fNaval Academy .......... 191, 307 40 175, 707 00 178, 813 47
For the Marine Corps .............| 1,105,611 25 879, 616 00 997, 511 96
For miscellaneons. ......oeeueene.. 5,000 00 5,000 00 5, 000 00
For the Burean of Nsviin.ﬂun,

Naval Observatory, and hydro-

B WOk, L.,y iranens] | 41350700 212, 850 00 275, 350 50
For the Bureau of Steam Engineer-
T R R e e 2,200,000 00 | 1,800,000 00 | 1,811,878 69

I have selected the years 1857, 1859, and 1860, because it has been
so common on this floor to charge that the administration of Mr.
Buchanan was an execedingly extravagant one. I do not propose to
raise the question whether it wasor was not. I am not here to defend
any administration, but I take these years for the purpose of com-
parison with the 1873, 1874, and 1575.

I will now call the attention of the House to the fact that in the
year 1859, when the number of men in the Navy was the same as if is
at this time, the pay of the Navy was $4,536,707.32. The estimate of
the Department for the same number of officers and men for the next
fiscal year is §7,600,000. The difference is a very marked one. Mem-
bers can at their own leisure compare the tables for those several years,
and they will find a difference of several millions of dollars in this
matter of the pay of the Navy.

I shall ask, Mr. Chairman, in this connection to publish a state-
ment made and handed to me by the Secretary of the Navy, in
which he shows or claims that his estimate for 1877 is absolutely
correct, and from which it appears that less than $2,000,000 of that
sum are paid to the seamen and petty officers; showing that a very
arge proportion of it, nearly £5,000,000, goes to the retired-list and
to the pay of the officers. '

The statement as furnished/by the Secretary of the Navy is as fol-

lows:
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Amount required to pay oﬁogs }f the Navy as they are borne on the Register
a

nuary 1, 1875,

8| 8
g %E P | 3
a &~ - H
Al s st e g i 1 813,000 | ....| #13,000
Viue-ulmj:r-:l:‘;othﬁrdnty.. IR0 st 8, 000
atsed........ 6| 6,000 | 36,000
other duty .. 4| 5,000 | 20,000
waiting orders. 2| 4,000 8, 000
l———-— 64,000
Jommodores :
other duty........ BT Pl S e 18 | 4,000 | 72 000
waiting orders.. ........oicoeiiiieiacees| T 3,000 ) 21,000
93, 000
Captains:
AL BB . Lsee e s ii i rias s s m s s e e 22 | 4,500 99, 000
2 | 3,500 | 70,000
8| 2,800 | 23400
191, 400
t 17 | 3,500 59, 500
other duty............. 51 | 3,000 | 153, 000
waiting orders.......c.ccevmeenasennaasan| 2| 2300 | 50, 600
263, 100
D ey yas wang (o0 1] 2,00 200
st L R 2,
g atsea ... .. 51| 3,000 | 153, 000
after four years... 4 other dufy...... 40 | 2,600 | 104, 000
wai orders %0 | 2,200 44, 000
303, 000
Lieutenants : .
O 123 | 2,400 | 295,200
first five years .. .. { other duty... 68 | 2,000 | 136, 000
waiting orders 18 | 1,600 | 28 800
atsea................| 31| 2,600| 80,600
after five years.. .. {othat |- A R 9| 220 19, 800
waiting orders......... 5| 1,800 9, 000
569, 400
Masters:
78 | 1,800 | 140,400
first five years ... 9| 1,500 13, 500
13| 1,200 | 15,600
Ensigns:
38| 1,200 45, 600
first five years ... 1| 1,000 1, 000
6 800 4, 800
51, 400
Midshipmen
R e R R R P 78| 1,000 T8, 000
waiting orders. ... .cooiciiii e aeas 3 600 1, E00 7. 508
Medical directors and inspectors and fleet sur-
BOOB i e s s s e b e s 32| 4,400 ... 140, 800
Surgeons:
five youss ... ot & 7] 2%0| i eo
first five ... 4 other duty. “es T
{waih‘ng g\im.. o 1] 2,000 - 2000
86 B8B. ... oo ennnuaaaeaae| 1] 3,200 0 38 400
smndﬂveym..{ 7| 2800 19, 600
wad 4| 2,400 9, 600
21 3,500 7, 000
5| 3,200 16, 000
2] 2600 5,200
3| 2000 6, 000
5 1,800 9, 000
2| 1,500 3,000
13 | 2,200 28, 600
91 2000 18, 000
1| L,700 1, 700
66, 300
32| 1,700 54, 400
9| 1,400 | 12,600
3| 1,000 3, 000
70, 000
Pay directors, inspectors, and fleet paymasters:
Pay e 20| 4,400 ).......... 127, 600
ters:
o 2| am0f 3
first five years { 6| 2400 14,
4| 2,000 8,
e S L M 9| 3,200 28
second five years.. 1othar (i 111 13 | 2,800 36,
waiting orders......... 3| 2400 y Vi
atsea.......... stia ik 2| 3,500 T
third five years...{ other duty............| 4| 3,20| 12
waiting orders...... .. 4| 3,600| 10,
Passed assistant paymasters it
first five years.... Sy
17,
after five yeara { lg:
Assistant paymasters:
R L 10| 1,700 | 17,
first five yem....{ot.harduty.‘.. vasnaass| 8| 1,400 9

waiting orders ........l.

Amount required to pay officers of the Navy, §e.—Continned.

£ 8|
28 | 2
E| a2 | &
7 | & <
‘ 2o +* +. ! C Fr3 3
e ateea .... 7| 1,900 | 13,300
after five years.. {oﬂmr daty. ... 1| 1,600 1, 600
waiting orders 1| 1,200 1,200
Chief engineers rankipg with commanders,
fleet. ga;[:inoers. Chigtgnngineers :
26| 4,400 |.........
O - L 10 | 2,800 24, 000
first five years....dotherduty............| 10| 2400 24, (00
waiting orders A5 2| 2000 4, 000
RERON sl s L LT D s s et 9 =i B
second five years.. {otherdnty ... .... ... 1| 2,800 2, 800
waiting orders ... ....J...oaufionn. e e
Ty s sl 7| 3,500 24, 500
third ﬂvayem‘s...iot.herdnw.... 6] 3,200 19, 200
waiting orders .... .... 6| 2,600 15 600
Passed-assistant engineers :
five yours {:‘m%f"‘a 3| 2000 04000
after five Ry e s 2, 600 ;
walting orders . ........ 15| 1,700 25, 500
Assistant engineers:
REBBS . ossa 7| L700 11, 900
Mﬂm?m“"gwniﬁng orders. . 7| 1,000 7, 000
O WO s e s re e by 12| 1,900 22, 80D
after five years.... { other duty ....... 8| 1,600 | 12 800
......... 8| 1,200 9, 600
Cadet engineers.......ccoeenieaoiaaan ciln 10 -1 M SRS
Chaplains :
4| 2,500 | 10,000
first five years.... 4| 2000 8, 000
wad 3| 1,600 4, 800
2| 2,800 5, 600
after five years ... 6| 2,300 13 800
waiting 5| 1,900 9, 500
4| 2400 9, 600
1| 2700| 2700
T 3,500 24, 500
e e BN A el 2| 2500
Construectors :
first five years, other duty .. 3| 3,200 9, 600
second five years, other duty 21 3,400 6, 800
third five years, other duty ... 2| 3700 7, 400
A saistant-constructors :
first four years, other duty ................. 3| 2000 6, 000
second four years, other duty ...... ........ 4| 2,200 H, 500
Civil engineers:
firat five years ........ 6| 2 400 14, 400
socond five years. .. 3| 2700 8 100
after fifteen years. ... 1| 3,500 3, 500
36 | 1,200 43, 200
g 5 900 4, 500
 j 700 4, 900
18 | 1,300 23, 400
g 13| 1,000 | 13,000
aiting orders ... 4 800 3, 200
11T S —— 11 | 1,400 15, 400
third three years.. {ot.her duoty 5| 1,300 6, 500
waiting orders .. 2 900 1, 800
aisea......... 1| 1,600 1, 600
{ 2| 1,300 2, 600
1| 1,000 1, 000
30 | 1,800 | 54,000
{ 54 | 1,600 | 86,400
20 | 1,200 24, 000
Mates:
. e SRR G R 25 900 | 22,500
other duty......... 26 700 18, 200
waiting orders. ........... 3 500 1, 500
207 B0 Liczavesacs
6| 2,000 ...
1| 1,800 (...
38 | 4,500 |.
] Y0 L e
10| SI0) ..
13| 2,625 |.
9 2,250 |.
6| 1,850 |.
12 | 1,500 |.
4| 1,050 |.
3 750 |.
5| 3,150
14 | 1,650 |.
32| 1,350
4| 3,150 |.....
3| L6 |.....
8| 2100 |......
101 L48S ... ...ae

114, 400

w2
g8

51, 700

&
g

FEBERRE BopEs
EI28s3BESZEREEE 88888

BEapfESea-

L=
-
©




1876.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

3205

Amount required to pay officers of the Navy, §-c.—Continued.

-§ g 5 <
AR AN §
(4]
m | & 3 &
Retired list—Continued :
medical directors £3,300 |. $75, 000
irectors ... -...=... 10 | 3,300 |. 33, 000
medical inspectors 1] 3,300 |. 3, 300
passed assistant surgeons . ... 2| 1,650 |. 3, 300
assistant surgeons 5] 1,425 7,125
BITEBODB .« csxansinnnrsnnnns 2| 3,150 |. 6, 300
wymm?att--&e;s ................. :li %é& .......... %g
passed assistant paymasters ................ A0 |t :
mistantpaymaap‘lzrn ........................ § off (3 B - PO S 1,435
A Rt A R e S g e I AL MROEE L S ot ma e RS 4, 615, 100
Actual cost of 8,500 men.......ccceenvasfonnn Bl eine 2,720, 000
Balance traveling expenses, &6..... .. |ccecec]icerecnliaaanenas 7, 335, 100

Why, Mr. Chairman, is there this difference between the years pre-
ceding the war and the present time ! Permit me to state here, how-
ever, that there are three grades of service in the Navy : seaservice,
shore service, and waiting orders. An examination of the table fur-
nished me by the Secretary of the Navy will show that not one-tenth
of the officers on the pay-roll are on waiting orders or furlongh, the
rest being on sea and shore dufy.

The statement of my friend from Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE ]
as to the small number of vessels in the service is one well worthy
our attention in this connection. The Revised Statutes expressly pro-
vide that in addition to this pay the Secre of the Navy may, in
his discretion, furlough officers and further reduce their pay. Te
the war it was exceedin mggl common to put the best officers in the
service on furlough. Gradually there was a disposition to deﬁmrt.
from it. Officers were put upon waiting orders where they could have
nothing else to do, until now it seems it has grown up, notwithstand-
ing the laws of the land, to that point where officers feel it an indig-
nity to put them on furlough pay. There is no question in my mind
in addition to that but what there are a great number of officers who
are on shore duty and that that duty is almost absolntely nothing.

The only correction that can be made in this matter is by the ap-
propriation bill itself. I make nocharge against any Administration
or against any Cabinet officer. I can understand that these impor-
tunities will come upon any officer that may happen to be at the head
of the Department, and come from gentlemen of courage, of learn-
ing, of honor, and come with power. e Representatives of the peo-
ple have it in their power fo check this abuse, and they ong}n‘. by all
means to do it. And with this view, and being thoronghly aware
that 1 am correct in the statement I am making, I shall offer an
amendment hereafter for a further reduction of this appropriation.

Again, sir, 1 feel it my duty in passing fo call the attention of the
House to a note in the estimates by the Fourth Auditor on the subject
of the pay of the Navy. In reference to the estimate of the current
expenses of the ydar he says:

This is the amount made up by close computation and examination of the rolls
by both the Fourth Auditor’s Office and the Navy rtment. The app i
tions for the last three years have been too small to © the payments required

by the gmvi.uiou of existing laws. The deficit has Dbeen mad;

& up by the bal-
ances of the appropriations for available by law for this purpose; all these
that can be le

y used are now \I:xagiusmd.

Now, Mr. Chairman, this statement cannot be true. In 1873, when
the nnmber of the Navy was eighty-five hundred men, the appro-
L»;istiuns were $6,315,000, while the expendifures were $6,432,882,

ing in excess of the appropriation. In 1874 the appropriations
were §6,316,000, and the expenditures were $7,633,000. 1t will be re-
membered that was the year in which the Secretary of the Navy en-
listed some fifteen hundred additional men when we were apprehend-
ing trouble with Spain. In 1875 the appropriations were $6,285,000,
and the expenditures £6,511,000,

It will be observed Llflemfore, Mr. Chairman, that every year the
expenditures have exceeded the appropriations. But while in prac-
tice they may have relied upon the fund here referred to, with the
single exception of 1874, they never have reached in the expenditures
of the Department the amount here claimed. Now, there has been
an effort on the part of the Fourth Auditor to make an explanation
of this based on the fact that officers and men were off on duty and
did not get home in time to get their pay during the fiscal year. But
when we take it year by year and strike the average, we shall find
that this point was never reached except in a single instance when
we were apprehending frouble abroad and enlisted an additional
number of men. It is not my p , 8ir, to say how this statement
happens to come from the Fourth Audifor. It seems to me, sir, to
say the least, that if shows that the accountsin that Office are not per-
fectly kept. I would not say, it would be unkind to say, that there
was purposely a false statement.
hMr.,HALE. Will the gentleman allow me to make a suggestion
there

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir.

Mr. HALE. Is it nof the fact that all this matfer of the adjust-
ment of the pay of the officers and men of the Navy is in the Fourth

Anditor’s Office of the Treasury Department and not in the Navy
Department?

Mr. BLOUNT. That is true. I did not charge that this came from
the Navy Department at all.

The next subject to which I shall call the atfention of the House
of any importance—for I shall not go info the numerous details of
reductions and shall only take up prominent heads and give reasons
for the larger reductions—is in reference to the Bureau of Ordnance.

In that Bureau, sir, we have reduced the amount abount one-half.
We can do so because too much has already been spent and there is
no reason why we may not reduce largely the expenditures in this
branch. In the next place we propose to at least suspend work in a
large number of the navy-yards, and many of the expendifures under
this item growing ont :g \‘.{e fact of the large number of navy-yards
now in operation. In addition to that, the redunefion of the number
of men in the Navy to one thousand and the consequent reduction of
our cruising vessels will justify the decrease.

Now, sir, when we shall reach the details of this bill I will then at
the proper time give in detail the reason, which will probably be more
satisfactory to the House. In reference to the Bureau of Equipment
and Recruiting, we have been able to reduce the sum from $1,250,000
to §1,000,000. The reduction of men and the consequent rednction
of the number of cruising vessels authorize the demand of this Bu-
reau. One of the large items involved here is the purchase of coal.
The committee have thought that there might easily be a reduction
here by reason of the withdrawal of the cruising vessels and the re-
duction of men in the service, and that there might be a further re-
duetion of the item of coal, as the vessels in our Navy are all full-
rigged, are all sailing-vessels if need be, and conld by economy do with
less coal.

Further the reduction is not a large one, only $250,000 from the
appropriation of last year. The appropriation of last year exceeded
that of the year before. The expenditures in all of these Bureaus are
limited to the amount of money Con, may see fit to give. The
more we give the more we are called upon to give. In the Bureau
of Yards and Docks we have reduced the appropriation from $860,008
to $440,000. Here nﬁain, comes the matier of the reduction of the
navy-yards and of the expenditures in them. They have been re-
duced more than one-half. That is the theory of the bill, and the

eneral reduction in the Navy will authorize and justify what we

ve done in the premises. In reference to the Bureau of Clothing
and Provisions, we have reduced the amount of the aiprupristion
from §1,279,000 io $93,000. And the general reasons which I have
given in reference to tile other Bureaus apply also to this Bureau.

Coming on, sir, to the Burean of Construction and Repairs, the com-
mittee have reduced the appropriation on that item to $1,500,000. I
will here call attention to several reports of the Navy Department,
showing that for several years since the war a large amount of re-
pairs were made, and especially during the year of 1574.

A great many of our monitors repaired. The wood work in them
was substituted by iron. :

Report dated November 29, 1873: Thirteen vessels sold. Six live-
oak cruising vessels repaimé. Eight new sloops-of-war authorized
by the Forty-second Congress in process of building. Repairing of
iron-clads continued.

In conclusion, T am to be able to re the fighting-f of Navy in

and effective oofld?td;ion. During t-hapol::t- t:u 5 wmmﬁrm :fvynnr
single-turreted monitors has been thnrundghly overhauled and repaired, their sides
raised u%, eir rotten wooden beams and decks replaced by iron, and their turrets
and machinery put in complete order, so that they are now efficient to their utmost
esgn.clt-y. and ready to go to sea at any time as soon as crews can be put on
and organized. These, with the Dictator and Roanoke, alzo in good order, make
a fleet of sixteen iron-clads for any naval purpose which does not require
long voyages or great Two powerful iron to o-vessels have ala’:qbeen
eomplef.ef“:nﬂ are ready for service, fu]lg'ﬁ:iuip with this most powerful
weapon of modern warfare. Four of our pow double-turreted monitors, namely,
the Terror, the Miantonomah, the Monadnock, and the Am{:hiia-ite, y far t.]‘re
most formidable vessels ever in onr Navy,) are also now in hand undergoing re|
and the plans are also bein for the repair of the Puritan, the only one o
our efficient iron-clads which remains untouched. The eight new sloops specially
authorized, and built entirely of live-oak or iron, are about ready to be added to
m:rcmisi.:g mlg'. and seven other of ourvessels have been or are being thoroughly

i th like durable material and supplied with new and improved ma-

chinery, 80 as to be in all m:gecta equal tonew ships of their class. Wgt:hvau thus
have added, by the end of the year, fifteen new and active ships to onr urnu.l.n.E
navy, to take the places of those vessels which are worn out and must be relieved
Most of our powerful wooden ships of the first class were also put in condition at
the time of our threatened difficulties of last year, and are now in commission or
in ordinary, ready for immediate service when needed. Thus all that there is of
our Navy elther is or will shortly be in the best state possible for vessels of their

tive classes, and all will be, and will continue to be effective for service, ex-
those of onr cruisers which, built hastily of green white-oak, are now rapidly
reaching the limits of their sea-life, and are one by one falling out of the line of
active duty, to be laid up or sold as unfit for further service.

Warned by the rapid decay of our white-oak ships, the Department has required
that all new wooden sht.];E should be built and all our expensive repairs made of
live-oak, and has, for purpose and for the future necessities of the service, so-
cured and accumulated a large quantity of this almost invaluable but rapidly-dis-
ap; g material in the various navy-yards, where it will be properly cared fu
and seasoned, for use as occasion may require.

This statement oertainlt{ shows our Nav{y to-day in a better condition of effective
and permanent strength than it has been for years; and when we understand that
three years ago none of our now eflicient iron-clads, except the Dictator and the
Terror, were {it for any service whatever, and that during that time we have, in addi-
tion to putting them in repair, practically built fifteen live-oak cruising ships, and
carried on also the necessary repairs to maintain the Navy afloat, and that at that
time there was scarcely a stick of live-oak timber in the Government yards, where
now is gathered an adequate su pl{:g this most valuable and improving material ;
and when we remember that it n possible, under the direction of our skilled

 POWH
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and practical officers, so to utilize the liberality of Con that this has been ac-
complished out of the comparatively small portion of the naval ap tions
which it is ible to devote to the actual building and equipment of ships, we
are justified in feeling some pride in the prospect that the American Navy will be
able in the fu&l:i{m zz,f tl;e pav:tgr}ﬁl wl.llzlonl;ih;m its ::1:11- ngrt?gs:rﬁon to the strength,
resources, and di peaco .
i s GEO. M. ROBESON,
Secretary of the Navy.

The PRESIDENT.

Secretary Welles on page 41 of the date of December 1, 1866, says the
foree in the navy-yards has been principally employed in placing in
efficient condition vessels which had been almost constantly used
during the war.

On page 25 of his report of December, 1866, he says fourteen ships
are in course of construction in the several navy-yards ; four of them
iron-clads with turrets. On page 38 of same report he says $7,976,192
paid for labor and superintendence in navy-yards.

In report of 1867 and 18653 : Four vessels lJannched during the year.
The steam machinery for seven more such vessels is completed. Four
smaller vesselsin process of construction, and the machinery completed.

In report for 1868 and 1869 the Secretary says two iron-clads were
sold and others recommended to be sold because they deteriorate.

A commission, with Admiral Goldshorough at its head, to examine
steam machinery, on page 143 shows many vessels built during the
war and a vast amount of repairing done in 1868, 1869, and 1870.

December 1, 1869, Secretary Robeson claimed that the Navy was
out of repair, (see page 6 of 1869 and 1870;) that by reason of steam-
vessels being full-rigged with sails a saving in coal of $2,000,000
could be effected.

It will be remembered that doring the year 1874 we were apprehen-
sive of trouble with Spain, and not only new vessels were provided,
but others were repaired under the prompt and proper action on the
- part of the Administration to put it in condition for active service.
li‘hm whole Navy underwent repair.

The Secretary of the Navy in his last says that the Navy is
in finer condition than it ever has been., e officer at the head of
the Bureau of Construction and Repair says that one hundred and
two vessels have been repaired during the year. Here is his list of
vessels repaired:

Vessels repaired and built under the cognizance of the Bureau of Construc-
tion and Repair.
Enterprise, Glance, California.
Marion. Mayflower. Camanche.
éodnmn. . Ilgmtuc.ket. Independence.
hasse a uois.
Essex. Nemnkn. mwtmm
Towa. Passaic. Lackawanna.
Leyden. Pilgrim. Mohican.
Niagara. Potomac. Monterey.
Ohio. gglifmehmg. Narragansett.
Oregon. ﬁn‘ Nyack.
Pennsylvania. 8t. Lounis. Pensacola.
inm g Alarm, Portsmouth.
nt Mary's. Catskill. Saranac.
Th'lllapoou. Ajax, £
al 8.
Terror. Gettysburg. Canandaigua.
Vandalia. ero. Despatch.
“Tvi nia. ﬂipnlc. Mxmnh
al i seataqua. 0
Wachusett. Relief. Manbattan.
Waasue, Rescue. Ossipes
ﬁmn. Triana. -
ert. ‘Wyomin ngus,
Blue Light. Brookl r Canﬁicus.
Catsakil Cw%& Wyandotte.
Colorado. Cons ion. Hmt.
Intrepid. Dictator. Jason.
Minnesota, Fortune. Passaio.
Montauk. Frolic. Lehigh.
Powhatan. Huron. Nantucket.
Swatara. Jean Sands. Catskill.
Tennessee. New Hampshire. Montauk.
Trenton. Ossimn Amphitrite,
Alert. Pow i Miantonomah.
innce. Shawmnt. Terror.
Antietam, Snowdrop. Puritan.
Constitution. ‘Worcester. Monadnock.
Frolie. Benicia.
BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION AND REPA
November 17, 1575,

The committee, therefore, have thought that this is a time when
we could retrench in the matter of construction and repair, and
while I am not authorized to state that the Secretary of the Navy
indorses this measure, I do say that he says there never was a time
in the history of the American Navy when there could be a reduction
in this Burean so well as now.

In reference to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, the committee
have seen it proper to leave it intact. They have been struck at the

rreat difference in the }i:y of professcrs and officers of that institu-
tion and the pay of similar officers at the institution at West Point.
Having just passed through the consideration of the Military Academy
bill and considered it in detail, when we came to the modest appro-
priation asked for by the Naval Academy we counld see no place where
any retrenchment could be had.

In reference to the Marine Corps we propose a reduction. The pres-
ent number of officers is ninety-three, and we propose a gradual re-
duction down to seventy-five. .

There have been several bills introduced by the Committee on Naval
Affairs as amendments to this bill which I do not care at this time to
discuss. I have no authority from the Committee on Appropriations
either to accept or reject them. At the proper time they will have
what consideration the House may see fit to give them.

Before coneluding, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a few words in ref-
erence to our navy-yards. We have at this time nine navy-yards. We
have appropriated under the heading of the Burean of Construction
and Regaim one million and a half of dollars. How absurd it is, sir,
to think that we are keeping up nine navy-yards in this conntry with
all of their bureauns, whichhave grown up during the war, with their
civil lists, with their expenses, nngr:'ith almost infinite details, simply
for the purpose of doing the little repairing that is now proposed.
The committee have not seen fit to ask now for the sale of these sev-
eral yards. It is a grave question, and one worthy of consideration,
whether or not we had best sell them or simply close them and keep

them for time of l:;eril, and they have therefore gone no further than

simply to direct the Secretary of the Navy to suspend many of them
and to report upon the matter and manner of their sale.

‘We have gone one step further in reference to the yard at New
London n.nd%:)rwe absolutely directed that measures should be taken
for its retrocession. In connection with several of these yards, the
one at Washington, the one at New London, and the one at Philadel-
g:in, I shall insert a report of the Committee on Naval Affairs of the

nate, who had this matter of reduefion of navy-yards under con-
sideration, and the comments of which I think are sufficient to sat-
isfy every member of the House, and which I aceept and adopt as
my own:

LEAGUE ISLAND, PHILADELPHIA, AND WASHINGTON NAVY-YARDS.

These navy-yards should be concentrated at Lea%ue Island. Congress provided
by act of F‘;{rmn.r%; 1867, “that if League Island be selected, the nav_\!l?aﬂl at
I’;ulnd' elphia shall P 1 with and disposed of by the United States as soon
as the public convenience will admit.” Suhseglnensleg{slatlon has provided for the
partial removal of articles from the Philadelphia yard. The sooner the whole
transfer is completed and that yard closed up the beiter. The navy-yard at Phil-
ndnl&hiu has less area than any other, less than twenty-two acres, entirely too small
for the purposes of the Government, is much exposed to fire, and its site would sell
for several millions of money. The location of the yard has retarded the growth
of the city in that direction, the undeveloped water-front below having long been
needed for commercial as well as the site of the yard itself, which now
operates as an effectual m the y ication with the wharves
below. These derations would not be lusive if the interests of the Gov-
er t abmlutﬂl{ required the place for a navy-yard, for local must give way to
m&r&l good. But League Island is a better place for a navy-yard, and is now par-

{uimpmvad as such, as we shall show. But these facts account for the great
rise in value of the old site commercially, and rantee that it will sell for a sum
that will duplicate all its facilities at League id in & permanent and substan-
tial manner, even at a forced sale. It is an absurdity to prolong a state of things
by which two navy-yards are maintained within three miles of each other; and the

vernment shonld hasten the work at LME:G Island, so as to abolish the Phila-
delphia yard, stop expense of mén_in at the latter point, and realize for the Treas.
ury the proceeds from the sale of its valnable site. The buildings at the Philadel.
phia yard are forty-two in number, of which twenty-two are wood, and the repairs
are estimated at $70,000, Its streets are narrow and tortuous, and the transporta-
tion of timber and heavy articles through them is extremely difficult. It has but
eight hundred and twenty feet water-front measured on the port warden's line, and -

this front more than one-half (four hundred and forty feet) is taken np with the
floating sectional dry-dock, its deep berth and shallow basin, and the openings for
the launching-ways of the ship-houses. There is but one pier. The buildings are
crowded in t-zwr, with utgn regard to plan, and the wg;k at the yard is hin-
dered and @ expensive by confusion resulting from confined s and other in-
conveniences. To Put the dry-dock in order will cost $119,000. The tools and ma-
chinery are valnable, and will be available for the plant of the League Island yard,
ashington navy-yard has too an area for an extensive establishment,
and has of Iate years been used rather for a repairing and manufacturing yard than
i approach to it is by a erooked and difficult channel’; it is far
from the sea; is remote from supplies of timber, iron, and coal ; the number of
skilled artisans is limited; and there is no work dene at it that cannot be more
cheaply done and the materials more ch obtained at League Island, when that
yard is R“ in condition to doit. The Washington navy-yard is well sup-
plied buildings, tools, and machinery, and in a betier loeality for its pur-
poses would be of great value, The estimate for repairs of buildings is about &19,000,

Lm.gga Island has many stz{kifg admmm a8 o site for a navy-yard. It is in-
accessible to a hostile fleet from the sea, g within the defenses of a great city;
a great manufacturing ;mtaﬂon surrounds it—skillful wood and iron workers,
busy in time of peace in creation and repair of the commercial marine, and
furnishing an inexhaunstible supply of skilled labor; it is in the midat of a great
coal and iron region; it is ample in its area, and has a water-front of great extent,
and valune; and its fresh water is needed to preserve our iron vessels,

NEW LONDON NAVY-YARD.

The site for this navy-yard was conveyed to the Government by the State of Con-
necticut. It has a water front on the river Thames of one mile, and a mean breadth
of six hundred and seventy feet. The map of the Coast Survey shows the chan-
nel to be very narrow, and along most of the water front at a very considerabla
distance from the shore line. The channel is so narrow opposite the navy-yarl
that an ordinary-sized Government vessel could not swing at anchor with the tide
without striking on either side, and vessels like the Franklin, Wabash, Minnesota,
Colorado, Tennessee, New York, and the Iowa class, which draw about twenty-one
feet, and are about three hundred feet long, some longer, would need to be handled
with care to turn them around at the upper end of the yard without striking.

As to the other yards, we propose to act further for the reasons
which I have already stated.

In addition,there is a proposition in regard to establishing a naval
rendezvous at Tybee, off the coast of Georgia. I call attention to a
memorial on that subjeet setting forth all the advantages of such a
rendezvous, and a statement from the Chief of the Bureau of Navi-
gation, who, if anybody knows, eertainly ought to know whether
this is right and proper:

To the honorable the Senators and

ves from the State of Georgia in the

the United States :
The mayor and aldermen of the city of Savanuah, and the Chamber of Commerce
and Bou\iof Trade, and Central Railroad and Banking Company, and Atlantic
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and Gulf Railroad Company, and commissioners of pilotage, of said city, beg leave
to eall your earnest attention to the plan said to be entertained by the authorities
of the General Government for the establishment of a naval station at Port Royal
and to lay before you some reasons why said plan is in ient and unnecessary,
subjecting the Government to and nseless expenditures without commen-
surate resal benefits, to the injury of the great local interests re ted by
ur memorialists as well as to the eral commercial interests of the le of
Jeorgia, and, without justification, to an inerease of burdens of the General Gov-
ernment. *
Assuming it to be expedient for the national defense and for the economy of the

Navy to establish a naval station at an appropriate point on the South Atlantio
ma:{ it will not be denied that the barbor of Port Royal affords for this purpose
an advan confined to its capacity to float a larger number of vessels any

other harbor on the South A tlantic coast; but this advantage is overcome by other
considerations of greater value.
It is claimed for Port Royal harbor that the depth of water carried into it is

%muhr than that of any other harbor on the South Atlantic coast. But this we can | .
[

deny with confidence, the depth of water over the entrance of Port Royal and Sa-
vannah being the same, namely, nineteen feet at mean low tide. In this respect,
therefors, no superiority can be asserted for the former, each allowing vessels
of the ssme dranght, while there is no other harbor on the South Atlantic coast
known to have as deep water over its ocean bar. In a comparison of the inner ca-
ities of the two E:urhu the area of Port Royal is greater than that of Savannah,
ut the area of the latter is amply sufficient to contain safely and conveniently any
fleet the United States are ever likely to concentrate on the South Atlantic coast
in times of peace or war, while it is well known that the anchorage of the ports is
equally esteemed, whether for holding-ground or protection during storms.
-It is therefore evident that the only natural advantage which can be claimed for

great interests we have the honor to represent, and which we believe to be endan-
gered by imPpending lans looking not so y to the establishment of a naval
station at Port Royu?aa to the creation of a new commercial port at the expense of
the General Government and to the irremediable detriment of vested interests ex.

isting elsewhere, ANDERSO
M m‘E&f&u B Gty 0
i in 0
i OCTAVUS COHEN,
President

tlantic Gulf

JOHN STODDARD,
Chairman Commissioners of Pilotage.

Savaxxan, February 4, 1876

by the Chief of the Burean of Navigation, to whom
by the Secretary of the Navy for a report.|
BUREAU OF NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, March 7, 1876.

[Relating to and accompanying memorial of the city of Savannah to Congress,
setting forth the advantages o‘!gthe{r waters for a naval station, referved to thia

[Indorsement on the
the above was

Port Royal over the port of S8avannah is io area, and this advantage is not y
to be considered in view of the sufficiency of the area of the latter.

We now ask your earnest attention to other peints looking to the superiority of
the port of Savannah as a naval station in res to economy and convenience:

First. Port Royal is whull{n:tg;ldended by fications, but the port of Savan-
nah is protected {lFort Pu , capable of mounting the heaviest class of mod-
ern armament, while the Government, holds two hundred and ten acres of land on
Tybee Island, intended for the site of additional fortifications to defend the chan-
uel still more completely, to bring hostile vessels under concentrated fire, and more
effectnally cover nny shipping see F rotection from an enemy. These defenses
have been established by the Gen t at great and theve can be
no good reason assigned why, for the protection of a naval station, the Government
should expend large sums of money at Port Royal when all the egmoﬁon needed

for a naval station already exists or may be economically added to that already
established in the harbor of Savannah. In short, Port would require the
, and the Government

erection of new costly works, already constructed at Savann:
be subjected to nseless and u.anst&xsh‘le expense.

It has been =aid that it is not the pu of the Government authorities to erect
permanent fortifications in Port bor, and that the ons
are not well founded ; but with what and a station for
the South Atlantic fleet be established at any given point witi:ont. surrounding it
with uate means of protection in times of war?

If it is to be believed thatiron-clad vessels will afford sufficient protection to such
a station, either such vessels must be so constructed as to take the place of perma-
nent land defenses and cost commensurate sums of money, or, if otherwise, such
veasels must be confined to that one position and become unavailable when re-

uired at other ts. The Government must be subjected mater expense in
either case: in the one to provide new stationary and in the to inerease the
number of maneuvering vessels.

Second. The Government already owns ample available land accommodations in
Savannah harbor for the p of a naval station, namely, the whole of Cockspur
Island, on which Fort Pulnaﬁ rests, and two hundred and ten acres of land on T'y-
bee Island, facing the anchorage and available for workshops, coal depots, store-

hou &e.
Third. Port Royal is little more than a natural harbor; it does not
important commercial establishm

ent. While, therefore, it should notpmsent::y
hnpomnthmlmwnafurmuldefme.itoﬂ'enmn&vmhmunfnhtoﬂws
supply for any portion of the Navy of the United States. Nor does it contain any
of the facilities n as a place of naval resort. 1t has neither workshops nor

docks. All these must be erected at the cost of the Government, even for tem-
porary pu of the most nnimportant character. On the eonlrtr:h tht; city of
g vial estabiiahment wh 2

oes p essen
tial Elp!u.n ces. Its exports arethe greatest in value on the South Atlantic coast—
one-third in value of those of the Atlantic and Gulf ports, employing in 1875 shipping
cal g 1,061,000 tons and manned by 30,600 seamen. Ifs imports are large in value,
paying a revenne into the Government n?;ai.nce the close of the war, in the
shape of custom-house duties, of $2,306,484. Iis several railway communications
leading from every ion of the Union, and its mavine, eonoaumtinglmﬁom all
civilized countries, £ aw of supplies demanded by a large pop-
ulation and by extensive ext commerce. It has workshops on a large scale.
Its marine railway and dry-dock are capable of
pairs of vessels than those of any on the South Atlantic and are sufficient to
receive an ordinary man-of-war. addition to these advantages for affording

eral supplies and naval facilities, no American harbor excels the of Savannah in
the character of the water fitted for naval use. Veasels are supplied directly from
the Bavannah River with water of the most wholesome kind the least eapable
of putrescence, while it affords the best :Bosaiblemmody againat the destrnctiveness
of the ship-worm. On the contrary, Port Royal harbor has no such facilities;
drinking-water can be obtained there only from springs and wells with difficulty
and expense, while it is of doubtful dumh&ty on the voyage.

Fourth. But while we venture to lay these pregnant facts before you as eombin
ing sufficient reasons why a naval station should not be established at Port Royal,
and because the Government will thereby be subject to causeless and unjustifiable
expenditures, we beg leave to add that, in our apprehension, such outlays will nec-
essarily result in the establishment of a gmwlnf commerce at that point, to the
serions and lasting detriment of the commerce of the city of Savannab and other
parts of the State of i It should not be lost sight of that this city, in her
corporate capacity, has expended her treasury at iemt one-quarter of a mill-
ion of dollars in the i::xmvemant of the na of the river, from which the
Government has deri a large amount of revenue, cited above in the import
duties paid by vessels profiting by the nl.ng;f the river channel, and that
izing the wisdom of our efforts, in the past three years as-

accommodations for the re-

Cmedthm f i in order to perfeot what Savannah, b;

sum e work of improvements, W her

unaided efforts, had incepted. kel
These adml%ua. with all the facilities and dations they contain, have

been developed during a long period of industry and enterprise and at a vast out-

|rllny of pl:hlic and private capital, from which the General ment itself has
rawn T}

revenues; and we do most solemnly urge that the General Govern-
ment should not, withont such forcible a8 t be made apyp tin this
case, seek to create a great Publ.ie establishment, to be paid for in part from rev-
enue derived from the people of Savannah and other ports and the people of the
ar.t:w o:faorg:is. and to threaten permanent and vital injury to their most valuable
res|

We do therefore respectfully ask the grave attention of our honorable Senators

and Representatives to this important subject, invoking their just protection for the

Bureau by the Navy Department.
The fnt are f;?i-ly I ted l]n the memorial, and in comparison with the har-
bor of Port Royal.

First. The depth of water on the Savannah River bar is sufficient.
8 d. The h off Tybee Island and within the bar is ample in extent
and is salubrious at all seasons.

Third. Pure fresh water is found at all seasons of the year at the head of Elba
Island, or at a distance of about ten miles from the entrance of the river, and sev-
eral miles lower down daring & considerable part of the fw This would not only
be of great ndvsnh;ﬁdand economy for drinking supply, but also in preventing
rust and the acoum ion of barnacles and other animal and vegetable growths on
the bottoms of iron vessels. This condition is of marked contrast to Port Royal.
The fresh-water bills of the Dictator for six months amount to §4,584.18, at the rote
of §0,168.36 yearly. With the force now rendezvons at Port Royval, the
cost for drinking-water will be not less than £100,000 yearly. The vegetable and
animal growth in Port Royal harbor on the bottoms of iron vessels is surprisingly

Fourth. The sufficiency of fortifications of the SBavannah River, and the insnf.
ﬁdenﬂcg, or rather absaneo,hc&?ﬁm at Port Ro;

Fifth, The facilities of o £ repairs supplies of all kinds at reasonable
rates and, if desired, directly from the North by steamers.

Sixth, The facility of hau i:ﬁ up or putting vessels into dry-dock, for repairs,
and of sufficient 'Efm classes of vessels nsnal in those waters and at no
greater cost than at n ggru.

Seventh. Should the yellow fever become epidemie at SBaveannah or in those wa-
ters, which is of rare occurrence, the proximity to Port Royal, Warsaw, and other
sonnds and ﬁnruleu frequented, to which naval vessels could go.

Eighth. The ty of an agreeable cultivated society, a

tion to the personnel, I:hou& affording necessary recrea
(2]

m%}ne 80 to tiveness,
th. Should m@t allow the use of the wharf on Cockspur 1sl-
and and the erection of sheds for coal and other supplies, and, if found convenient,

to temporarily turn over Fort Pulaski to the Navy, with sheds, storehounses, &¢., the
supplies of coal, provisions, and other stores would be far safer from depredation
or iqjurg than would be the case at Port Royal without a considerable expendi-
EZT]}%“ they would be landed and taken on board at small cost and with great
Forndapotafw?ﬁe& a8 above shown, the waters of Savannah River have
special advantage®. A personal knowledge of the localities mentioned enables me
to give an expression of opinion such as would not be possible otherwise.
ﬂupectf y suhmimd? March 8, 1876,
DANIEL AMMEN,
COhief of Bureau of Navigation.

tive of low
n and maintain-

[Unofficial.)

BUREAU OF NAVIGATION, NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, May 17, 1876.
DeaAk Sik: In compliance with uest I have to state that the ancho
at T bwmumguﬂedbgﬂf:::mﬁm ectly safe, and that it would
mgionlywhmthawinﬂsn squarely in, pvot across the broad flats at the

entrance.

All vessels drawing sixteen or eighteen feet could on the first high tide go up be-
yond Cockspur Island where the water would be smooth, and could do so at low
water, when the wind set squarely in, owing to the banking effects of the winds.

Referring to the comparison ssked, I would say that Royal Harbor, low
down, where the vessels usually laid, was generally as rough, or rougher than Tybee
Roads, and not at all as smooth as above kspur Iahm%

The importance of fresh water for the bottoms of iron vessels is well known, and
that it is simply a question of a very short time when the iron bottom lying quietly
in salt water in a hot climate, will be actually rusted out or disintegrated.

The very considerable cost of fresh water for drinking purposes that would have
to hedpu:{md at Port Royal, would be far less than the cost of iron vessels through
deterioration when g quietly in salt water.

Very respec yours,

Ohief of Bureass of Navipution,
Wreau of JNa -

Hon. J. H. BLoust, M. 0. S S

At the present time our vessels are rendezvousing at Port Royal
where there is no fresh water for our iron-clads, no storehouses, an
no docks. Some of the iron-clads have been brought from Pensacola
for the reason that there is no fresh water at that point. It is
urged that Savannah is a proper place for a naval rendezvous, first,
because the anchorage there is good and, second, because there is a
dry-dock and ship-yard there, with fresh water and communication
with New York by land and water. The Government is already in
possession of three hundred acres of land on Cockspur Island, quite
as much or more land on Tybee Island. On Tybee Island there is
every facility for stores, and great numbers of buildings that are
now of no use.

There will be no expenditure required by the Government to make
that a naval rendezvous. The Secretary of War recommends it, and
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I am informed that the Secretary of the Navy thinks it is a proper
thing to be done. It will be to the advantage of the Government, in
order that the buildings now under the control of the War Depart-
ment may be utilized for this 1~;n:u;poae

The chief of the Burean of Navigation states in his communication
that in the item of water alone for the vessels at Port Royal the sum
of $100,000 has been expended. That shows how improper it was to
select that place as a naval rendezvous and how very proper that
the provision in reference to Tybee Island should be adopted.

At this late stage of the session and in view of the feeling of mem-
bers that the business of the country shall be proceeded with instead
of our time being taken up in debate, I do not feel at liberty to glo
further than I have in occupying the time of the House. I will
therefore yield the remainder of my time to the honorable gentleman
* from Maine, [ Mr. [lM.E.]1

Mr. HALE. I will yield the time allotted to me to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, [{llr. FreEMaAN.] Before he proceeds, allow me
to say that the gentleman represents a distriet in which is located
one of these y ; and as he desires to present his views upon the
subject, and for the further reason that I am desirous that we shall
as 800n as ible get to the five-minutes debate upon this bill, I will
yield my time to him and not take it myself.

Mr. F%EEMAN. Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman from Maine
[Mr. Hare] for his courtesy.

It had not been my intention fo consume the time of the Honse

n matters outside of the committee npon which I have the honor
serving, but the importance of the amendment which I understand
is to be offered to the bill under consideration, not only fo those
whom I more immediately represent but to the vital interests of the
country at large, has impelled me to feel not merely the inclination
but the solemn duty of anterinF my protest against the principle
upon which it claims to be b - I had rather say, sir, want of prin-
ciple, for I fail to appreciate the patriotism or the statesmanship or
even the political sagacity from which it can elaim existence. Do
gentlemen remember that this is a great nation, destined to become
the test on the face of the globe, if it shall not be stricken down
and its natural future destroyed by ignorance or intentionally insid-
ions legislation? These, sir, are the dangers to be feared, and nof
the provision of the proper and necessary funds for carrying out the
functions of Government. Itisamost remarkable picture that we find
presents itself, if we look back to the early days of 1861. The party
now in power in this House for the first time since those dark days
had wielded possession of the Government for many years before,
Yet the condition of fhis branch of service, so vital to the preserva-
tion of the nation’s life at that time, was worse than pitiable. So
little rﬁrepared were we for a foreign war that we conld not secure,
with all the tonnage of the country, an efficient closing of our own
ports. 1f is within the memory of every member of this House that
80 he][)less were we from fatal want of foresight or intentional neg-
lect that two crunisers alone were able to sweep the broad seas of
almost every vestige of American commerce.

And I to say, sir, to this House that I refer to this past in no
spirit wanting in fraternal regard, for I would to God while its ex-
periences must live its memories might be buried from the face of
the earth and blotted from every heart. But I do so, nevertheless,
to invoke the teachings of its philosophy and to gather forethonght
from the lessons of its sad iences. What would have been the
result, nay, what must inevitably be the result if by the unforeseen
wisdom of Providence we should be eng: this year in a foreign
war? Why, sir, Great Britain, France, Italy, and even poor torn
Spain could blow the American fNavy to atoms. It may not be pal-
atable to American pride, but if is exactly the existing state of facts.
And yet to-day the American Navy is in a better condition than it has
ever been since we have had a Government. Buf it has fallen far ont
of sight of the natural growth and increase of the nation, and a cas-
ual comparison of the fignres will show how little our wise men have
aEpmciatml the corresponding growth of our relations and interests
abroad and our dignity among the nations of the world.

Navies are not capable of springingh into vitality in a day; and I

propose to give afew of the figures to show how important this branch
of the service has been considered by every Euro power. En-
gland, with all her magnificent ship-yards costing hundreds of mill-
ions already created, expended in the year ending March 31, 1874,
£10,244,355; in 1875, £10,678,092; in 1876, £10,825,104; and in 1877
the estimates are for nearly fifty-seven millions of dollars, or nearly
450 per cent. more than the amount appropriated in this bill. These
countries have a length of coast not to be mentioned in extent with
ours. During the last hundred years the populations have grown
but a fractional degree of the extent of our own young land, which
has increased, despite its trials and internecine struggle, 1,300 per
cent. And, sir, if this is the history of past growth, what is to be ex-
pected of the future? Are we to close our eyes to these facts and
thoughts in leﬁialsting upon a subject of the ir::ity and importance
of the one nunder consideration? Are we to k and hew away at
this appm“)lriation involving the future welfare and safety of this
Iveople with the same disrelgm'd of the public necessity and duty as

" has charaeterized the legislation on the diplomatie bill or that per-
taining to pinched and beggarly clerks ?

8ir, I raise my voice against any such rninous policy. I am opposed

to an economy which is to expose ns, as in the Virginius aftair, with-
out a moment’s warning, to the hasty and inconsiderate expenditure

n

of emergency money, "vhich a proper state of national defense would

have prevented. this nation no dignity? Has it no foreign re-
lations involving high national duties FDIR it to go on forgetﬁl \in
the present of 151& possible dangers of the future? Are we proof
against the passions and dangers which older nations wateh with such
jealous care? It seems to me far otherwise. Of all conntries, this is
essentially a maritime one. The ocean is certain to be alive with its
commerce. It is but a question of time, and of comparatively ap-
[)roximate time. Onelong line of coast sweeping the edges of the At-
antic and Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico, will be teeming with busy
ports. Give them protection and a feeling of seeurity, snch as that ac-
corded by other nations to those sailing beneath their flags. Let ns
look at this matter in a broad spirit of patriotism, and be not penny-
wise and pound-foolish. .

Let me say, sir, that by the Constitution anthority is granted to
the legislating ¥owor to establish and maintain a navy, and this in-
volves a duty of a lofty and imperious character. It should be exer-
cised with stability, and shounld not be subject to the varying impulses
of chanﬁin and uncertain legislation. All such legislation should
be founded npon a scientific regard for the seriousness of the conse-
quences. 1t should be guided by the intelligence of the best minds,
?::Ld not be wafted upon the shifting current of vacillating party pol-
itics.

The introduction of steam worked of itself a wonderful change in
the relations and conditions of maritime nations. Time and the ex-
perience of war here in our own land in one vear revolutionized the
system of war-ships and naval warfare throughout the world. 1 ask
the Clerk to read a g\aﬂge I have marked in the report of the Sec-
retary of the Navy for 15874,

The Clerk read as follows:

A COMPARISON WITH FOREIGN NAVIES.

While we have been satisfied with our iron vessels built during the eivil war,
many of which proved worthless, the following is the result of the enterprise of
foreign nations, who seem to vie with each other in the race of building iron-clads

and cas hea ns.

vmh‘:gghu mmd is bnilding, since the introdnction of iron-clads, fifty-five
of 320,85¢ tons, iron-clad, armor-plated shigs, and iron-plated gnn-goat&
France bas built forty-four iron-cased vessels of all kinds, or 183,375 tons ; Russia,
twenty-four iron-plated vessels, or 67,000 tous; Italy, twenty-two, or 75,101 tons :
Austria, nine, or 36,119 tons; Turkey, four, or 16,884 tons ; Spain, eleven, or 42,000
tons; Sweden, five, or 5100 tons; mark, six, or 10,836 tons; Holland, five, or
tons; Germany, eleven, or 63,776 tons; ono handred and nivety-six iron-
clads, all told, to say nothing of Chili and Pern, which have a larger force of these

vessels than the combined forces of all the foreign nations on their coasts.
The nation that seems to be advancing most rapidly in naval power is the Ger-
man Empire, wihjch. fm:g ihsv}ng a very slil‘.{tlll foree ofi vms?l:‘ ill)lo 1869, has now a
respestable one, and in a few years will possess an iron-clad navy only inferior

in to those of England, France, and Russin. i

Mr. FREEMAN. Hence the necessity, only too evident to those
whose position and education had best fitted them to judge, for the
corresponding revolution in material and conveniences to suit the
changed condition of things. And this progress and improvement
still necessitate and create additional change. Hence the introdune-
tion of iron-clads worked a great modification and alteration in the

uirements of such vessels as were laid up either for repairs or in
ordinory, They demanded imperatively such water as wounld act less
disastrously npon the iron plates than salt water. It is interesting
to mark this era in naval affairs. Asearly as March 25, 1862, the Sec-
retary of the Navy called attention fo this general subject in a com-
munication to the House Committee on Naval Affairs. On June 9
following he said :

It is now general

conceded that vessels for fighting purposes must be heavily
plated with iron, if they are not built entirely of that material. In this, as in most
costly fabries, economy is reached throngh durability. Iron ship-building is new in
this eountry, but few persons are en, in it, and it is a novelty in our vards.
Heavy iron beams. shafting, and thicE gmn lates can be procured from only two
or parties, and then in limited quantities and subject to great delay.  Tndli-
viduals have little use for iron of such magnitude as the Navy must have, and there
must unavoidably be great outlay to prepare for the execution of such work. With
only the Navy for a purchaser there can be no competition, and the Governmeut
wﬂ.{beimu led under such circumstances to pay almost any price the mills and
forges may demand. No inconsiderable portion of an iron ship can be mwde aml
gﬂoﬂmd at the ordinary mills, and so far as it can be done it may be the best ]‘nolici)’

be so supplied ; but as the heavy and expensive portions cannot be so procured,
and unless the Government is prepared to execute the work, it will be suhject to
imposition and its vessels to marked inferiority.

And it is no less a necessity than a duty that we should legislate
for these United Statesasa t maritime power. The laws of nature
have decreed it, and nothing but our own folly can prevent it from
becoming so. It is far different, it will be perceived, from the ques-
tion presented by the Army. Experience has demonstrated, from the
wonderful extent of our territory and the physical surroundings of
the case, that we need enfertain no fear on that score. To defend
this country against a foreign foe millions of men could be raised in
a week, and the extraordinary development of our manufacturing in-
terests conld almost as rapidly equnip them.

But, sir,a navy is a work of time. Ifs growth, to be substantial
and well conditioned, must be, relatively, slow. it must be subject
to the improvements and chnn‘fes and advances yearly being made by
the great nations, and required by the advancing spirit of the times,
and the growing wants of the country. For my part I am opposed
to the abandonment of any of our navy-yards. Should such a course
be adopted, in my opinion the time will come when it will be deeply
regretted. I can see no logie in the proposition to wait until a city
is burned down to build the necessary fire-extingnishing apparatus,
and I can sece no radical difference between the cases.

~
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The whole object and reasoning and necessities which led the Goy-
ernment to 3stablish League Island were to supply an imperative na-
tional want. It was not done or intended as an addifional yard, and
it is notione in fact. Itisone of a different character only, and has been
established with the purpose of meefing the requirements of the
changed condition of naval affairs and the needs of an iron navy.
The Secretary of the Navy, in his annual report of December 1, 1862,
says upon this subject:

In selecting a site for such a navy-yard, there are two essential and controlling
considerntions which must govern.  One is the very great advmh&e (if not abso-
Iute necessity) of fresh water over salt water for the preservation of iron vessels.
The other is security from an attack by a foreign enemy. These two primary
Eltﬂ:itufomot;bam at League Island. Iron and coal are also in close proximity

In regard to the location of naval depots, and the necessity for
having them secure from foreign enemies, I cannot more eclearly pre-
sent what are the requisites than by quoting from the report of a
very able board of eminent officers and enﬁnwm on the sea-coast de-
fensuﬁ, made in 1820, as found in Naval Library, volume 13, page 4,
s follows:

Security t an attack by sea or land is undoubtedly the first condition re-

nired; for the destruction of an establishment of this nature involves with it the
destruction of all those elementsof a naval force which have been collected a long
time beforehand and during peace, to the incalenlable loss of the public. Such a
misfortune muat be severely felt during the whole course of a war, and cannot
well be repaired while it continues. This indispensable quality (
obtained, as well as localities will admit, without having recourse to arti
fications, for these must be very costly; and if that ax}:ense can be avoided, the
same sums will be much more advantageously laid ont in improving and aggran-
dizing the establishment of the dngot. Thus, if mﬂl in r Tespects, a ;th'l:w
whose site is naturally strong and whose position respect to the gnenl -
tier is well covered should be preferred to another that requires to be N

The great essential here specified of security from attack by a foreign wm:f
appertains to League Island, which has in respect stro mnphicﬂ -
v:ml;:F('m Its interior location might have constituted an ol at a former
period when only -yessels were in the naval service, but the intreduction of
steam has w -mrevolution in this res rendering the movements of our
War vmisemw of wind and tide. mediate eonﬁguitg to the ocean is
no longer d an” tage, but a disadvantage. Steam, rifled cannon, and
modern 1mgmrdmm in harbors and depots immediately
on the sea British t it was
enlphatica[l{ u that Portsmouth and its immense and costly works must be
abandoned, for the reason that a naval depot should not be within of five
or six miles of an attacking force, If, then, fresh water be indlnpm for a
navy-yard for the construction, repair, and dockage of iron vessels and vessels that
are clad with iron, there is no tion east of the Delaware where the difficulties
from ice do not exceed thoaomEJd inst League Island, nor has any place been
proposed that presents equal advantages or is so secure from an :mncpk. While
there are some obvious and admitted objections to League Island, no place has been
pru;‘)o&)d that combines 8o man ndvn.ulaguil unless it be the contracted and alto-
ge l.-merlinaﬁ ut:te yard :&cfpmhigdwdghi:.beﬁdu mlvinm perhaps be extﬂml,edd1 80
as to double presen , bu ea invol a iture, it
- would be then insufficient for our future iron navy. - tugnde o

So also, in the same docnment :

There is no doubt mnhiwt.hs&mpmmt a navy-yard and establishment for an
iron navy and its wants the banks of the Delaware present advantages that are
not.to be found elsewhere in the United States.

So also, long after the bitter experience of war practically illus-
trated the destitute condifion of a country like ours without the
proper facilities for building an iron vessel, in reply to a resolution of
this House of Representatives, under date of May 9, 1864, the Sec-
retary of the Navy says: ;

1 have felt it my duty on repeated occasions to call the attention of Con to
the necessities fm? a _xrn{ﬂ and establishment where iron and armored Nmm
be constructed for the Government, but the preliminary steps for such an estab-
lishment have not yet been taken. In the mean time the Department and the Gov-
ernment are wholly dependent on contractors, who, if they have the will, do not
possess the ability to furnish these vessels promptly. Cmﬁmﬁnzbloeal controver-
sies in regard to the place which shall be selected and benefited

the prgmd
important national establishment for an iron navy, such as the prgmt and future
necessities of the Government require, have contributed to delay action on this im-

portant subject. Having in view economy, as well as the public necessities, I have
at no time recommended that the number of our m"}‘-y&rﬁs should be increased on
the Atlantic coast, but it is my deliberate opinion that no time shonld be wasted in
establishing at a proper place a suitable yard where iron vessels can be made and
repaired. We feel its necessity in the nmergﬁmy which has called forth the pres-
ent inquiry, and not a single contractor is able to meet his engagement even for
one of this class of small vessels. In the event of a foreign war with one or more
of the principal maritime powers, our position wonld be most unfortunate, with no
Government establishment for the construction or repair of armed. vessels such
as modern science and skill are introducing.

Such, sir, were the controlling reasons which led the authorities to
establish the naval depot at League Island. Strong and unanswer-
able as they were then, they are stronger far to-day. They appeal
with redoubled force against the inflnence of any conflicting local
prejudices, to the patriotism of men who love their country and take
a proper pride in the future glory of free Government. I have al-
ready said I speak from no sentiment of local pride in this matter, but
from an abiding sense of my duty to the whole country. Philadelphia
in this, as throughont her past history, has shown her disinterested
devotion to the welfare of the entire country. When the question of
iron vessels and a fresh-water station for iron vessels was originally
suggested by the sufferings and the wants of the nation, the head of
the Department wrote to the mayor of Philadelphia to know if League
Island could he obtained. Philadelphia came nobly forward and of-
fered to purchase and present to the Government this site, if it were
deemed suitable and proper for the puri)ose. After exhaustive ex-
amination it was so deemed ; and Philadelphia accordingly purchased
and slresented the site to the United States in fee. She hassince laid
out largely of her public money in improving and developing the
means of access, and, save as she loves the welfare of the nation, she

hast:g:tothar interest in it. It surely is not necessary for me to dwell
on .

Only a few days ago every member of this had visible evi-
dence of the generous, loyal siirit actuating her noble people. They
have given without stint, both city and State, to celebrate the anni-
versary of—not their birth, not their vanity or their flory-hnt of the
sealing anew and the reconsecration of the pledge of free government
for a people throughont the wide borders of the world. The

roposition which is made to abolish e Island I trust, therefore,

may be permitted to oppose without being charged with any selfish
sentiments of local interest. Why, sir, in lgeoﬁmbar, 1864, the Secre-
tary of the Navy again iterates and reiterates his views in this behalf.
He says, alluding once more to this matter and impressed with the
vast importance of it :

Muxm“mmmmmuhmmd. For such a depot and estab-
lishment, where costly ery and material would accumulate du.ringaars of
peace, the advantages of an interior location are most manifest. These favorable
conditions are to be obtained nowhere else so completely as on the Delaware River ;
and the pogition of Island, within the Emitso‘! the city of Philadelphia,
presents pml;ahly a stronger combination of the points that are necessary than any

And this, sir, was a gentleman from near New Londen, the onl
other place offering fo assist the Government. He had gone throug
the fiery trials of actual experience, and knew what it was in the day
of carnage to hear calls for that which it was impossible to supply.
He knew the desperation of the situation and the imperative £1ty
due to the future. He says again—and who can say it may not be
with prophetic words 1— 7

Our next contest may be with a naval power which will attempt to direct upon
our shores a course of operations similar to those which we have applied tu’ige
southern coast for aupma;ng the rebellion. One yard at least where iron vessels,
iron armor, and iron s g can be manufactured is now imperatively necessary.
Among the considerations that should control the selection uf[:le site for such a yard
and establishment, which shall become the depot for the materials collected in years
of with which to build and repair our naval vessels, and where will be aggre-

machinery and tools such as %resimt are not be found in this country, and
which, when once procured, could not if destroyed be easily or readily replaced,
will be its absolute safety from attack by sea or land. So far as is ible we

shonld avail ourselves of natural advantages in obtaining the indispensable securit
for such an establishment, withm:olli!%pandm entirely on fortifications and artifi-
cial means, which wonld be more y than navy-yard itself.

I have heard the s.lgmnant gested that it will cost largely to
complete League Island, and thﬁnm this rash measure of d[raatruc-
tion is commendable. This, I to say, is a non sequitur, and is just
no argnment at all. Was there ever anything more absurd? Is it
within the range of human reason to suggest an illustration of greater
want of knowledge in the whole history of nations than such a prop-
osition ¥ ‘Why, sir, what are the duties of the Government and for
what the exercise of the prtgcr funetions of power if not fo provide
itself for a day of war and for the time of trial? If we are ever to
maintain our power and diEniry among the nations of the earth, it
must, be by onr flag upon the ocean.

The aomiined navy-yards and stations of the United States are to-
day far more than equaled by single establishments of France and En-

land. The latter nation has expended on Portsmouth alone over

,000,000 for additional fortifications, rendered necessary by its

proximify to the sea and the improvements of modern ordnance de-
veloped by the American civil war.

I propose to E;re a few figures to illustrate the relationship of our
Navy now, as as regards the apfpropriations therefor in this bill,
in comparison with those made say from 1853 to 1860, when the party
represented by the gentlemen on the other side of this House had full
control of the Government. Then we were in possession of duly-or-
ganized naval establishments fitted for the then order of things. Iron
vessels had nowhere been heard of in the history of the world, and no
one had ever dreamed of the necessities which have arisen since 1861.
The following are the amounts appropriated for the support of the
Navy for the eight years preceding the war:

The a pro riations for five of these years far exceed the amount

pro in this bill, and the reasons given then are the ones which
are sound to-day. Changes were being made to conform to the in-
troduction of steam, and funds were needed then as they are now to
suit the progressive spirit of the times. And such should always be
the aim of a wise legislation as tending to true economy and public
safety. And yet what does the record show. The Secretary of the
Navy, in his report for 1862, says:

From mistaken economy or from design the Government was, in its need, defi-
cient in ships and destitute of material for their construction. No alternative was
left when resistance was made but for the Department to build its vessels asspeed-
ily as possible and of such timber as could, in the te haste and emergency, be
procuhrml.d.&s a oil-.lnn.sun:quenoa vessels t.h?t. sﬁmﬂd Ve ].nalied for years will soon

ish, and must e mean time involve heavy e e in nec Tepairs in
mrtokwpthemaﬂoat. R e Sl

Is it the intention of this House to have this nation once more en-
connter such a possible contingency? Even Germany, recognizing
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the great necessity, has appropriated 000,000 for naval purposes
sincg the Franco-German Wi DHai vt?i?c% g ssehin by Europe
will be increased thereby, and add to the probability or ibility,
after the unsetfled condition on the continent has pmego:away of
the inauguration of a European policy in conflict with cherished
American ideas, but which the United States will be, when too late,
unable to impede. I hope the experience of the past will not be
thrown away, and cannot believe otherwise than that this Honse will
vote down all amendments looking to the further abandonment or
destruction of our Navy and its estahlishments.

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Chairman, this is the first time I have sought the
attention of this House; and if I can secure that attention for afew
minnt(:af I desire to give expression to some views on the general con-
dition of the conntry which I frust may tend to promote reform by
showing the necessity for it, and I desire also to say some things in
reference to the peogla of my own State, which I hope may tend to
remove prejudices which exist against them in the minds of many
honest people of the North and, E;]tlm removal of these prejudices,
produce a better feeling toward them. .

It has been well said that “ plain words are best,” and if there be
any one place where plain words may be more fittingly spoken than
another, that place should be on the floor of the American Congress.
While each member in this House represents in an especial sense his
immediate constituency, whose interest it is his duty to gnard, he is
also in a much broader sense charged within the limits of the Con-
stitution with legislation for the general welfare of the whole coun-
lfr{:; and as a wound to any part or member of the body affects the
whole body, so legislation which is unjust to any part of the country,
however inaiiniﬁcant., or legislation which diseriminates in favor of
any part of the country, however great, will in the end produce evil;
and we can only promote the *general welfare” by carefully Emmi-
ing and (f;mtect-ing the rights and interests of every part. This we
cannot do if our judgments are warped by prejudices or if we shut
our eyes to wrongs that exist in any section of the country because
they seem not to affect our immediate constituencies. It is by a free
interchange of opinions and a candid statement of the conditions,
the wants, the rights, and the wrongs of our respective sections that
we are enabled to inform ourselves and to do exact justice to all—to
remedy evils resulting from national legislation if any exist, and to
prevent a recurrence of wrongs if any have been perpetrated; and by
doing this we, each and every one of uns, best discharge our duties and
best serve our own people.

The substance as well as the form mnst be preserved.

It was a poet and not a statesman who &mg :

For forms of state let fools contest ;
Whate'er is best administered is best.

So far as this sentiment ignores the virtue of forms I do not indorse
i, but the best form of government may be administered so igno-
rantly or so corruptly as to destroy the virtue of the good *form”
and make it, in faet, a very bad government. “A sound mind in a
sound body” has been, from very ancient times, regarded as consti-
tuting the hiqhaat type of man; and a good “ form of state,” a sound
constitutional government, wisely, honestly, well and faitiifully ad-
ministered, constitutes the Leat type of government. We have in our
Constitution, in my judgment, the best form of government that has
been devised for mankind. The “form” is , it is the “best; ” and
if the highest interest of the Eeopla has not at all times been secured
or promoted by it, the fault has not been in the “form,” but in the
administration of it; and when this has been faulty, it is the duty of
the ple, whose government it is, o correct the evil, and reform,
not the “form” of government, but the administration of it.

RESPONSINILITY,

Power and duty carry with them responsibility. No one can dispute
this proposition. The man who has power to act, and whose duty it
is to act, is nnquestionably responsible for his action, is responsible
for the manner in which he exercises power and discharges his duty.
If he does it well, he is entitled to commendation; if otherwise, to
condemnation. This abstract proposition will not be denied.

Now, as a fact, and I state it as a fact which no eandid man can
controvert, the republican party for nearly fifteen has had abso-
lute control of this Government. Ineach graneh of the national Leg-
islature that party had much of the time a majority of more than
two-thirds, and could enact any law that might be deemed conducive
to the public good or promotive of party interest. I know that it
has been attempted by straitened party leaders, who see and feel
the force of the corruption which has marked the administration of
public affairs, to break that force and shirk responsibility by charg-
ing that the administration of Andrew Johnson was democratic, A
distingunished republican, & prominent aspirant for the Presidency, (I
allude to Mr. MORTON,) has had the candor to admit that “ there has
been a good deal stolen ;™ but he says—I quote his words:

The administration of this Government was substantially in the bands of the
democratic party during the years 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868. Ihave here a statement
of the tax on whisky during this period of substantial democratic ad n
as collected, leaving off the hundreds. For the fiscal o&ea‘r ending the 1st of July,
1866, the receipts were £33,208,000 ; for 1867, §33,542,000; and for 1868, §18,655,000,
with a tax of £J per gallon on whisky.

And another leading and distingnished republican [ Mr. SHERMAN]
8ays:

‘We know very well that Andrew Johnson, with all the power in his hands, with
officers over the country, with a tax of $2, only suceeded in collecting £18,-

000,000 from the whisky tax, or the tax on 9,000,000 gallons ; therefore when the Sen-
ator charges §1,200,000,000 of lost revenue, I h he will cimrge the administration
of Andrew Johnson in 1868 with $182,000,000 of the loss, becanse if the tax had been
wlt.lm 2 mt;x on 100,000,000 gallons would have produced $200,000,000, apd we only
go L »

The facts as to the loss are tnm‘, but the statement that the Gov-
ernment was during this period “ substantially in the hands of the
democratic party ” is so wild, is so great a mistake, that I am utterly
astounded that it should emanate from statesmen holding the highest
places in their party, and I am saddened by the thought that it is
possible that the weight of such eminent names may impose it upon
the country and serve to divert the public mind from the anthors of
frauds npon the revenues which these gentlemen are obliged to con-
cede. But the charge that the democratic party had control of this
Government in 1865, 1866, 1367, and 1568 seems to me entirely “too
thin” to impose upon any one. The republican party had a majority
of more than two-thirds in the Senate and in the House, and Andrew
Johnson had been chosen as one of their leaders. He was elected by
them. No democrat voted for him; and when our republican friends
seek to hold the democratie party responsible for the action of pub-
lic officers, they ought at least to have the fairness toallow that party
to select theofticers for whose acts they are to be held responsible. Imy-
self, in view of the selections they have made from their own party,
should most earnestly protest against being held to account for a
democratic President elected solely by republican votes. He wonld
be a rare democrat indeed, and from his begetting it wounld be won-
derful if things went well with the country. However, our repnbli-
can friends seem to select as by instinet a eertain class of men for
office, and it may be that when they went into the democratic party
to find an officer that instinct gnided the selection, and it would per-
haps be unreasonable fo expeet them to make a better selection from
the democratic party than from their own.

But to be serious, even if Andrew Johnson a democratic
President, chosen by the democratic g)arty and’ fo acts that
part(fr could be honestly held responsible, wiﬂahh no"ﬁ_ﬂn fact, every
candid and truthful man must concede that he was powerless. 1
his importangea:]ppointmenta had to be confirmed by the Senate, and,
as I have stated, the republicans had largely more than two-thirds of
that body ; but not content with this, with the intent to (leprire him
of all power, which they did effectually, they passed early in March,
1867, the act regulating the tenure of certain civil officers. This act
st.ripged him of the ‘fpower to remove or control in the slightest de-
gree his Cabinet and other officers, who by the time-honored usage
of the country had been held to be more immediately responsible to
the Executive and shonld be in accord with him. This act not only
deprived Andrew Johnson of the right of removal as it had been ex-
ercised prior to that time, but we all remember how certain officers,
of very delicate sensibilities but hostile to the President,did “stick,”
to use a noted word of the day, and, instead of his being responsible,
he had no party power whatever, and having no power, according to
the maxim with which we set out, he had no responsibility. His
Cabinet and subordinates, those “officers scattered over the conntry,”
were all republicans, “dyed in the wool,” and most of them hostile to
Andrew Johnson. He had no power over their action. By the ten-
ure-of-office act he was liable to a fine of $10,000 and to imprison-
ment for five years if he attempted to remove one of these officers,
thongh he might have been caught stealing, and many doubtless were

in that popular official vice; and any one whom he might
appoint was liable to a like punishment if he should attempt to ex-
ercise the functions of office.

But it is puerile and, to say the least of it, nncandid to say that
the democratic party had control of this Government during that
period ; and it would be equally as uncandid for any republican to
say that his party did not have absolute political power, so far as a
party ean have it, from March, 1861, to the present time, certainly to
the sitting of this Congress; and they now have lwwer to prevent any
action which they may choose to prevent. Well, they have had the
power, and, as L have said, power, duty, and responsibility go together;
and if the country has prospered and is now prosperous ; if industry
has had ifs full reward; if public offices have been faithfnlly, hon-
estly, and economically administered ; if no one has been oppressed ;
if public officers have discharged their duties welland with reference to
the publie ; if confidence in the integrity of public servants gives
to the people a feeling of safety and security ; if there has been no leg-
islation tendinme advantage of a favored few af the expense of
the many, no discriminating legislation by which individuals have
beeome millionaires while the laboring millions have languished and
the industrious poor have been robbed of the reward of their labors ;
if the public revenues have been collected faithfully and honestly ac-
counted for; if we have had a currency that supplied the wants of
trade and was just to all classes; if, in one sentence, the people are
t,o—dag contented, prosperons, and happy, then it would be nnjust, it
would be uncandid, it would be dishonest to withhold commendation
and praise from the party which has been in power, and not to give
to that party the plandit and reward of “ well done.”

But if, on the other hand, the country has not been prosperons; if
industry has not had its fair reward ; if reckless extravagance, fraud,
and dishonesty have marked in any de the administration of
public affairs; if public officers, (the head of the Government setting
the example,) instead of discharging well their duties and with refer-
ence to the public good, have regarded and treated their offices as

.
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private property to be used for private gain and advantage or as per-
sonal rewards to retainers and partisans for personal favorand party
support ; if the confidence of the le in the integrity of public serv-
ants has been shaken and there is a feeling of uncertainty pervading
the public mind ; if by partial and unjust legislation monopolies have
been established and classes favored, and weslth heaped upon these
favored classes ; if the purses of those favored few have been made

fat with yellow gcld, doubling and gnadrupling their inveetmenﬁl’; years.

while the laboring masses have not been able to get even “rag money,

a8 it is now derisively called, though at one time it was little short of
treason to say aught to its diam:edltI and that foo when these favored
classes were buying with it their %4\3 d-bearing bonds at prices ranging
at from less than forty cents to eighty-five cents on the dollar in gold;
and now these bonds are to be paid in full in gold, dollar for dollar.

I must not be and will not be understood as saying one word
against the constitutional obligation to pay these bonds, but what I
mean to say, and what I do say, is that the party in power, with all
its pretensions to regard for the poor and OWIP is ible for
that system of finance which has enriched the few and beggard the
million—which has given to the capitalist gold and to the laborer
“rags,” which has paralyzed industry and filled the land with bank-
rupts. By establishing a bankmi system which excludes competi-
tion and every basis of credit other than national bonds, (for the
banking act with the 10 per cent. tax effectually does this,) they have
given to these bondholders and the corporations established by them
the great and dangerons power of controlling the industry and to a

t extent the legislation of the country.

If these things be so ; if all the industries of the country have lan-

ﬁuished, commerce been destroyed, agricnlture, manufactures, shipping

ecayed ; if confidence has been destroyed and universal distrust over-
spreads the land ; if the people have mourned and are mourning, and
we have high anthority for saying * when the wicked rule the le
mourn ”—if; in one sentence, the people fo-day are not conten Tos-
perous, and hnptlt)lyutheu it wounld be candid, just, fair, trut.hful’, on-
est, to say that the long dominant, controlling republican party is re-
sponsible for this condition of affairs, and it is the duty of the people
to correct, not the form of government, but the administration of it.

EXTRAVAGANCE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Economy and simplicity should characterize a republican govern-
ment, and honesty and fidelity shonld mark the character of its pub-
lic servants. In the earlier days of the Republie this was the case.
From the 4th day of March, 1789, the day the Federal Constitution
went into operation, down to June 30, 1875, the entire net ordinary
receipts of the Government, exclusive of loans, amounted to $6,337,-
034,618.25. Of this sum only $1,841,953,353.62 were collected from
the foundation of the Government down to 1861, and $4,495,081,-
264.63 have been collected since that time. That is, largely more

than twice as much money has been collected from the people in | g5

fourteen years of republican rule than was collected in more than
seventy years prior to their advent to power. Now let us see how
about the expenses for the same period of time. From March 4, 1789,
to June 30, 1875, the net ordinary expenses of the Government—as
any one may see by adding the figures under the head of *net ordin-

ary expenses,” on pages 65 to 67 of the official report phlet co
of the ister of the Treasury, made November S S—amounlgg
to $6,801,956,954.69. I have caused a table tobe e, grouping these

expendifures so as to show the amounts expended each four years of
the successive administrations of the Government. Here it is:

Civil list and nel ordinary expenditures of the United States Government,
by periods of four years, from the organization of the Government.
densed from the report of the Register of the Treasury for 1875.)

" lNat ordinary ex-
Dates. Civil list. penditures.

From March 4, 1789, to December 31, 1792.... $1, 138, 052 03 §3,797, 403 20
For four years ending December 31, 1796 ... 1, 607, 060 07 12, 093, 205 35
For four years ending December 31, 1800 . ... 2,320,433 08 21, 348, 351 19
For four years ending December 31, 1804 . ... 2,297,648 17 17,174, 432 96
For four years ending December 31, 1808 ... 2 616, 772 7 25, 926, 355 T2
For four years ending December 31, 1812 ... 2,887,197 98 36, 117, 857 98
For four years ending December 31, 1816 -... 3, 768, 342 61 108, 537, 086 88
For four years ending December 31, 1820 .. .. 4, 494 606 42 57,698,087 T
For four years ending December 31, 1824 ... 4, 6635, 602 11 45, 665, 421 88
For four years ending December 31, 1828 . ... 5,271,124, 34 50, 501,913 31
For four years ending December 31, 1832 ... 6, 041, 307 73 56, 270, 430 62
For four years ending December 31, 1836 ... 7, 659, 086 B6 B8, 522, 286 68
For four years ending December 31, 1840 .. .. 0, 500, 408 58 121, 729, 801 16
From January 1, lﬂllg.. to June 30, 1845....... 11, 508, 546 86 104, 360, 163 10
For four years ending June 30, 1849.......... 10, 615, 571 14 165, 381, 026 34
For four years ending June 30, 1853......._.. 14, 214, 458 90 165, 684, 050 48
For four years ending June 30, 1857, (Pierce). 23, 036, 171 74 232, 820, 632 35
For four years ending June 30, 1861, (Bu-

[T 57 ) IR Ry e e e e e 235, 180, 671 32 261, 165, 809 62
For four years endling June $0, 1865, (Lincoln). 30,765,508 71 | 3,176,017, 346 04
For four years ending June 30, 1869, (Johnson)|  *66, 412, 391 61 | 1,012 420,202 14
For four years endin%.l une 30, 1873, éGmt}A 169, 989, 774 16 656, 066, B892 30
For one year ending June, 30, 1874, (Grant).. 17, 646, 253 38 194,217, 210 27
For one year ending June 30, 1875, (Grant).. 17, 346, 929 53 171, 539, 848 27

*This includes §7,200,000 paid for Alaska; also 5,505,451.79 paid for mail service,
Post-Office Department.
 Total in six years of Grant's two terms, §1,021,813,950.91.

From March 4, 1789, fo June 30, 1861, the entire net ordinary ex-
penses of the Government amounted to §1,581,706,195.34. From Junne
30, 1861, to June 30, 1875, fourteen years of republican rule, the net or-
dinary ex amounted to $5,220,250,759.35—and this is exclusive
of the public or war debt; that is, fourteen years of republican rule
cost the Government more than three times as much money as the whole
cost of the Government from 1789 to 1861, a period of seventy-two
But it may well be said that the ordinary expenses of the Gov-
ernment during the war were necessarily increased. That is true, and
to make the comparison fair let us take a period of ten years since
the war; and I wish it to be borne in mind that I am now speaking of
the “ net ordinary expenses” of the Government, exclusive of the in-
terest paid on the publie debt; which amounted to over §1,000,000,-
000, and the sums paid on the public debt itself, which amounted to
many hundred millions more. From March 4, 1789, to June 30, 1561,
the expenses of the Governmenf—embracing a period of more than
seventy-two years, covering the war of 1812, the Indian wars, and the
Mexican war—amounted, as I have alrea.dE shown, to only §1,581,706,-
195.34. The net ordinary :gensea of the four years of Johnson's
administration was $1,012,420,202.14 ; six years of President Grant,
g,mleS,Qm—mak'mg in ten years of the enormous sum of

,034,233,412.14, being nearly one-third more than all the expenses of
the Government for seventy-two &lears, from 1789 o 1861, includinq
the war of 1512, the Indian and the Mexican wars; and if youn adc
to the ordinary expenses of the six years of President Grant's admin-
istration the amount of principal and interest paid on the public debt,
it will amount to $4,008,438,461.82 ; that is, more than two and a half
times as much as the entire expenses of the Government from March
4, 1789, to June 30, 1861. I have here the table showing the total ex-
E'nditnms under the administration of President Grant for six years,

m June 30, 1869, to June 30, 1875, as will be seen from the official
report of the Register of the g[‘1:ea.st|1'y, page 67 of the pamphlet re-
port:: ;

Year ending June 30—

ABI e tioin e s m e e CR R P e R

Total receipts from all sources for the same period of six years,
(see page &2:}]

Year ending June 30—
1870...

FRAUDS.

But this is not the worst. I have shown from the official report
that the net ordinary revenue collected by the Government and which
went info the Treasury since 1861 amounted to $4,495,081,264.63.
Now I propose to show from high republican authority and from of-
ficial sources that that was not more than three-fourths of ihe amount
that ought to have gone into the Treasury, and that the remaining
one-fourth, a.n:munt’.in%i.la round numbers to $1,500,000,000, that ought
to have gone into the Treasury, has been lost to the Government, lost
by the failure of those whose duty it was to collect it—to do so, or to

n-
account for it; lost, I said—that puts it too mildly, stolen—stolen

from the people by corrupt and fraudulent officials and combinations
and rings. d now for the proof.
The commission appointed by the President under the act of March

4, 1871, consisting of Geo illiam Curtis, Alexander G. Cattell,
J’ oseph Medill, Damson A. Walker, E. B. Elliott, Joseph H. Blackfan,
and David C. Cox, made their report in 1871. And the President by

his special message of December 19, 1871, transmitting this report to
Congress, indorses it and “asks for all the strength which Congress
can give to enable me [him] fo carry out the reforms recommended
by the commissioners.” These commissioners say, (Senate Documents
0. 1 to 2, second session Forty-second Congress, 1871-'72:)
It is not my to compute in figures the exact economical difference between a

good and a system of the civil service. Ii is, n ¥, & matter of inference
and of m:;]iuﬂson between the probable operation of a careless and a careful method,
But it is by those wﬁ"me made a careful study of all the facts, that

e revenues of the United States are annually lost in the collection,
and for a ].I:Eg p?rht of thatloeaﬁ‘syutem of the service which is partially unsound
may T y

Now, if this estimate is correct—and it is an estimate made by the
highest republican authority, and I doubt not and I think I can show is
under rather than over the mark—if this estimate is correct, not more
than three-fourths of the revenue that ought to have gone there has
found its way into the Treasury, leaving the other one-fourth, amount-
ing inamtt{gu.mto $1,498,360,421.54, to be accounted for as “ strayed,
lost, or stolen,” especially the last. But were these commissioners
correct in their estimate? I propose to show that their estimate of
the amount is, if anything, oo small. The Secretary of the Treasury
(Mr. Fessenden) in his annual report for 1364 said  the annual yield
of our distilleries has been about 100,000,000 gallons.” The census

oy
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of 1860 shows that it was then over 90,000,000 ; and I su I may
safely appeal to the observation of the country for proof that the con-
snmption of ardent spirits has kept full with the increase of
population. I have here a statement showing the number of gallons
of distilled spirits on which the tax was collected and returned to the
Office of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for each fiscal year
since the organization of the present internal-revenue system :

Statement showing the number of gallons of distilled spirits on which the
tax was collected and returned to the Office of the Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue for each fiscal year since the organization of the present in-

ternal-revenue sysiem.
Number of f spir-
e aiolied T
Fiscal years ending June 30, e Total.
PPIES, | Grain and
] and
ot 80 | s
16,149,054 | Y0, 149,954
85,205,303 | BG, 205 393
16,936, 780 | 16, 958, 845
14,500,280 | 14,847,943
14, 148,132 | 14, 588, 739
6, 709, 546 7, 224, 808
misss mm
50,842, 617 | 62,314,628
65, 145,880 | 66, 235, 578
62,045, 154 | 65,60, 414
- 61,814,874 | 62,581, 562
; 62, 668,700 | 64, 425,912
I e A e 12,103, 135 | 604, 706, 255 | 616, 809, 390

{@.) Included in next columm. (b.) Mostly included in next column.

It will be seen from this statement that the whole amount of dis-
tilled spirits accounted for from 1863 to 15875 was only 616,809,390
gallons, when it should have been in fact 1,300,000,000. In 1868 it
was only 7,224,808 gallons ; that is the year in which the $182,000,000
of whio{l Mr. SHERMAN speaks were lost. In 1865, 1866, 1867, and
1868, when the tax was $2 per gallon, $800,000,000 onght to have been
realized from spirits alone, but only $104,000,000 in round numbers
were paid into the Treasury, leaving $696,000,000 in round numbers
lost to the Government. I do not mean to say that all this money
was stolen by the officials. Much of it doubtless was, but the tax on
much of it was never collected at all, though it was the duty of the
officers fo collect it. The statement that the high tax amounted
to a prohibition is utterly nnfounded. As proof of this and of the
fact that the tax was not honestly collected, the whisky sold in
the market by the gallon for less than the amount of the tax, and
taking the value of money into consideration was as cheap as it is
now. It is no excuse for those whose duty it was to collect the tax
to say it was notf collected. They could not thus evade responsibility ;
and there are abundant facts going to show that, by combinations
and rings, bribery and corruption, the Government was m&d}' de-
franded. While the tax was $2 per gallon, if all of it had been faith-
fully collected and accounted for, 51,200,500,000 in round numbers
ougﬁt to have gone into the Treasury. Instead of that, less than
$300,000,000 were accounted for, leaving §900,000,000 lost to the Gov-
ernment. Now this was npon the single article of distilled spirits.
That is, upon this one article the Government was defrauded out of
£900,000,000 in six years. Now who will say that the estimate of Mr.
Curtis’s commission is not under rather than over the mark 1

Let us look at this a little in detail. It is conceded that §152,000,-
000 were lost to the Treasury in one year alone, 1868, on this one sub-
ject of taxation. Just think of it! In one single year of republican
rule there was lost or stolen from this single source of revenue ten
times as much as the whole & ses of the Gozemment for the ei%l]lt
years of Washington’s administration, nine fimes as much as the
whole four years of John Adams, four times as much as the whole
eight years of Jefferson; $40,000,000 more than the whole eight

ears of Madison, embracing the war of 1812 with Great Britain;

5,000,000 more than the whole eight years of Monroe; more than
$130,000,000 more than the whole four years of John Q. Adams; more
than $40,000,000 more than the whole eight years of Andrew Jackson ;
$60,000,000 more than the whole four years of Van Buren. And some
of us are old enongh to remember how the economical spirit of the
country was aroused by the extravagance of Martin Van Buren, and
how in 1840 he was overwhelmed by the people because of what was
then thought to be extravagance, but in comparison with these times
would be considered stingy economy, for in one single year of repub-
lican rule we have seen tﬂt $60,000 000 more was lost to the Govern-
ment on spivits alone than the whole four years of his administration
cost. In this one year $75,060,000 more was lost or stolen than the
cost of the whole four years of John Ttyler’s administration; $16,000,-
000 more than the whole four years of Polk, embracing the period of
the Mexican war; £16,000,000 more than the four ggéars of Taylor and
Fillmore ; and more was lost on whigky alone in 1866, ’67, 68 than the
whole cost of the Government under the combined eight years of
Pierce und Buchanan

The amount out of which the Government has been defrauded is
s0 immense that, like the centennial exhibition in Philadelphia, it
bewilders you and it cannot all be taken in at once by the eye or
comprehended by the mind. Just think of it again, §152,000,000 in
one single year on spirits alone. Why this is £50,000,000 more than
the whole assessed property of the State of North Carolina, as shown
by the census of 1870. Just think again! If all the property of thi§
once proud old State—land, houses, corn, everything—were put up
at anction and sold for cash it wonld not amount to as much as the
whisky fraud npon the Government amounted to inone year. It was
more than the assessed value, according to the census of 1870, of
Alabama, or Arkansas, or Delaware, or Florida, or Mississippi, or New
Hampshire, or Vermont, or Texas.

Who will say with this exhibit—in which nothing is said of the
frauds in the collection of the tobacco tax, for I have nof time to go
info that—that the estimate of Mr. Curtis’s commission islarge enough?
But assnming it not to be over the mark
est proof that the Government has been defranded out of one-fourtl of
itsrevenue; that is, in ronnd numbers, $1,500,000,000; butthis does not
represent all the loss. If this money had been faithfully collected and
honestly applied, it would have gone to the extin guisi;ment of that
much of the public debt. So that to represent the real loss the interest
musf be added. Now, any one who will take the pains to calculate
it will see that $1,500,000,000 4 $600,000,000 — §2,100,000,000; the in-
terest would exceed £600,000,000. huw, the public debt is less in
round numbers than $2,240,000,000. So that it will be seen that nearly
enough has been lost to the Government to pay the entire public debt.
Is it not time for people to arouse themselves? If this money had
been faithfully collected and honestly applied and economy had
marked the administration of the Government, how different would
be the condition of the country to-day.

There would be no public debt hanging like a mighty weight around
the necks of the people to d;iaralyze their energies and sink them in
despair; no bonds and bondholders to be paid in gold. The ordinary
old-time receipts from customs would abundantly defray the expenses
of the Government, and there would be no necessity for internal rev-
erfue, with its attendant train of assessors, collectors, and deputy as-
sessors and collectors, supervisors, detectives, and spies, its rings, its
E}‘&uﬂs, and its thieves harassing the people and disgracing the na-

ion.

The tobacco-grower could sell to whom he pleased, for there would
be no more tax on his industry. The man with his little orchard or
vineyard could turn it to profit by distilling his fruit, which he cannot
now do, becanse under a complicated system of revenue regulations
he does not know when he is safe, and if he did he could not compete
with the mammoth rings organized nunder the shadow of the Govern-
ment.

But this is not the worst. In the same report from which I have
read the commissioners say, on page 22 of the report:

‘We would not te the im
e ob Sl CIaoey, 1 T40k symtecs o6 il Cccuotin, the, Shlsire
of which has produced a peacefn 1 revolntion in the city of New York, should

t to every %Jfod citizen the possibility of & similar revolution which might
mpmetul. by that great and organized corruption it had been possible—

and such a mntingoncﬁeis not im%robable—-w decide n presidential election, and in
a manner universally believed to be frandulent, the consequences would probably

have been a civil war. If such corruption is not staid, the result is only post-
]xmed ; and s0 surely fosters it as the system which makes the civil sery-
o? umty prize, and convulses the country every four years with a desperate strife

Remember that this was in 1871. If the official frauds and cor-
ruptions then ex were sufficient to aronse in the minds of good
republican gentlemen, appointed by President Grant and indorsed
hfehim, apprehensions of safety to the Government because the peo-
ple would not bear it, how infinitely worse is it now when in one
single collection district, as at Saint Louis, millions are stolen? And
I begthnt onr friends will remember that this comes from republicans
of the “straighest sect.” No sonthern confederate or disloyal demo-
erat had anything to do with this report. If there was danger then
as they thought there was, how infinitely worse, I repeat, is it now

It has been abundantly proved by the investigations instituted by
this House that the poor soldiers on the frontiers have been robbed
of hundreds of thousands of dollars, charges upon their purchases by

traders who had to pay to the Secretary of War, to the brother
of the President, (see testimony of Orvill Grant, and others,) and
to his friends and partisans, money to get their places, and money to
aid in carrying elections. Of this the proof is conclusive.

The freedmen have been robbed of hundreds of thousands of dollars
by corrupt men who, many of them professing to be pious, have called
themselves their friends and guardians. Of the sum deposited in the
Freedman’s Savings Bank in this city by over seventy thousand de-

sitors, poor freedmen, the snm of about $1,500,000, saved from their

ard earni has been lost. The poor washerwoman, whose hands
were shrivltl:f:é by labor at the wash-tub; the day-laborer who re-

ceived his fifty cents or seventy-five cents for his day’s hard toil—
these put their small earnings in the bank, confidingly expecting it
to come back to them with gain in the hour of want, as was promise
to them ; but, for shame be it said of men—men, most of them, with
white skins—the most of this was lost, stolen; and, still deeper the
shame, while the poor freedman wants bread and lives in rags, the
thieves live in luxury and roll through your streets in splendor, and

we have shown by the high- ~*
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think it full compensation to the 1pool: negro to have it known that
$300,000 of it, as the evidence will show, was lost to aid in carrying
the elections in favor of the “party of advanced moral ideas;” for
the proof is, as I am reliably informed, that the election in North
Carolina in 1872 and the election of President Grant cost the bank
that sum. And these are the special friends of the colored man.

Whatever else may be said of us, I make the assertion, and I defy
confradiction, that the African has attained to a higher degree of civ-
ilization among the white people of the South than has been known
to his race anywhere else on the globe. No one of the colored races
in any other part of the world has been elevated to the high privi-
leges or deemed capable of the exalted duties of a free citizen of a

at republie. e have brought him from a state of barbarism to
ﬁlt;econsidared, at least by our republican friends, as their equals ; but
if there is on the part of the white people of the South pride of race
and of Caucasian deseent it is not unnatural, and what is natural can-
not be very wrong. Looking back on the past, we have seen all great
achievements in arts, sciences, governments, laws, and material wealth
the result of the labor, the toil, the genius, and the guidinf intellect
of the white man. With the blood of his race has been a long career
¢ and proud spirit that
free governments have been established, and while I have pity for
the white man who would hate a black man simply because he is
black, I have scorn for the white man who is nof proud of his race.
The pride of the Saxon is a hostage to honor, and while this lasts
trath, {‘uatioe, and eivil liberty are safe, and whether they be white
or black, the rights of all, as established by constitutions and laws,
are secure,

NORTH CAROLINA.

And now I wish to say a few things in vindieation of my own State
against a charge preferred by the gentlemanfmmuain&l[ . BLAINE. ]
That gantlgna.n, some time ago, when the question of amnesty was
before this House, was pleased to read, with evident gratification and
with his then trinmphant air, (I am glad to observe that he appears
more subdued and of milder mood since,) a letter from his friend
W. W. Holden, once governor of North Carolina, which reflected un-
{:mtly and untruly not only upon the democratie iarty of that State

mt upon the whole State, inasmuch as the act of which he complain
was attributed, not to a sense of justice in the tribunal before which
he was tried and convicted, but to partisan persecution. That letter
has gone to the country with the indorsement of the gentleman from
Maine, who wonld not permit a moment’s time to gentlemen on this
floor who desired at once to repel a grave charge against their State.
1t has gone to the country in a speech of bitterness and hate, which
some supposed was intended for the amiable purpose of making a
President from the State of Maine, but which, failing in that, ean only
serve the bad purpose of keeping alive in the minds of those who
follow him feelings toward one section of this country which every
friend of good government, every friend of peace, every patriot ought
to wish to see buried forever. That gentleman, with an inexcunsable
ignorance of the facts, (inexcusable use he would not allow an
answer in the way of correction fo a question tauntingly Eg)pounded
by himself,) said that it was “ purely a political impeachment; not
?msecntion but persecution ; persecution of a man for opinion’s sake,

¥ a Union man of North Carolina.”

I now have the opportunity, and I avail nn‘:fselt of it, to say to the

ntleman from Maine that every substantial statement contained in

he letter of his friend is nntrue, and I propose, without any feeling
of bitterness, but with a feeling of pain and regret that such a letter
should have been written, and in discharge of what I conceive to be
a sacred duty to the good, true, and honest people of the State which
Tin Faﬂ- represent, to make a brief and plain statement of the lead-
ing facts relating to the crimes, the impeachment, the trial, and the
conviction of the author of that lefter.

His crimes, as set forth in eight arficles of impeachment, were
briefly as follows:

First. Raising unlawfully armed bodies of troops, and causelessly
declaring the county of Alamanee in a state of insurrection, and un-
lawfully arresting Lucian H. Murray and eighty-one other citizens of
that county and detaining them, when the civil officers of the law were
in the full exercise of their functions.

tgeeond. The same in Caswell County as to Mr. Kerr and many
others.

Third. Unlawfully arresting and imprisoning Josiah Turner in the
county of Orange.

Fourth. Unlawfully arresting and detaining John Kerr and others
in the coun!‘iy of Caswell.

Gl‘;{ﬂh‘ Refusing to obey the writ of habeas corpus in the case of A.

. Moore.

Sixth. Refusing to obey the writ of habeas corpus in the case of
John Kerr and eighteen others in Caswell County.

Seventh. Unlawfully recruniting a large body of troops from the
States of North Carolina and Tennessee, and placing them under the
command of one Kirk and other desperadoes from the State of Ten-
nessee, and with those troops unlawfully arresting and imprisoning
John Kerr and many others ; for hanging by the neck Lueian Mur-
ray, William Patton, and others; for thrusting Josiah Turner and
F. A. Wiley in a loathsome dungeon without lawful authority; for
issuing his warrant upon D. A. Jenkins, treasurer of the State, for
§70,000 to pay those unlawful troops,

Eighth. For inviting and procuring the State treasurer to disre-
gard the ing‘nnction to restrain him from pa; ingufiha sum of §80,000 or
mo‘lie ont of the public treasury for the winl purpose of paying
said troops.

This is a brief abstract of the crimes of which he was charged and
found guilty; the facts were clearly proved, and he is mistaken
when he says it was done by democrats, if he means, as the gentle-
man from Maine nnderstands him, to say it was a party vote of con-
viction. And without conceding that it is necessary to vindicate the
honor of the democratic senators who upon their oaths voted to
convict upon clear proof, I will give a statement of the vote. The
constitution requires two-thirds to convict. On the sixth charge
there were only eight senators who voted “mnot gnilty;” forty-one
voted “guilty ;” five republican senators voted “guilty.” Every re-
publican lawyer in the senate voted to convict except one, and the
exception was the son-in-law of the accused. Of the eight senators
who voted “not guilty,” one was the son-in-law of the accused; four
were colored mem with no knowledge of law; and the other three
were party politicians, one of whom was deputy United States as-
sessor, who was indicted in the Federal court for the crime of forgery,
plead guilty, was sentenced to prison by a Federal ju and was
afterward pardoned. I will say to the gentleman from Maine that
these were the crimes, and this the manner of the conviction, of one
who subseribes himself “ your friend.” AsI have said, of the five
republican lawyers in the senate all except one, the son-in-law,
voted guilty, and I venture to say that there is not a respectable
lawyer in or out of the State of North Carolina who, with a knowl-
edge of all the facts and the law, would say that an intelligent and
impartial jury could have found any other verdict, or who would say
that the acts proved were not in plain and open violation of the
constitution and the laws.

The State judiciary had been exhausted byhim. And jnst here Iwish
to say, as an act of justice, that it was to an upright Federal jud
(Judge Brooks) that the people were indebted for a vindication of the
majesty of the law and the discharge of the men so unlawfully held
by the usurpations of the governor.

Upon conviction, the disability of which he complains followed as
a constitutional result; the constitution of 1868, put upon the people

by him and his party against the votes of the democratic party, hav-
ing fixed the g:malty. e is equally mistaken in saying that there
was a refusal by a strict party vote to remove his disabilities. Every

lawyer knows that the Legislature had no power to remove his disa-
bilities, and it was doubted whether the convention, having been a
restricted one, had the power to do so ; butf as it was, the removal of
his disability was defeated, if I am not greatly mistaicen, by a repub-
lican vote. He is equally mistaken in sayiné that he is the only man
in North Carolina who cannot hold office. He stands not alone. By
the same constitution which disqualifies him from holding office, there
are several thousand persons, mostly of his own political faith, con-
vieted of various erimes, most of them before republican judges, who
labor under the same disa.bilit‘y imposed by a constitution which they
themselves made. He says “I am the only man m North Carolina
who cannot hold office,” and writes that while holding one of the fat-
test offices in the State—-that of postmaster at Raleigh.

But the gentleman from Maine says he wasa “Unionman.” Yes,like
Longstreet and other Union men of the Sonth, he has put on the livery
of the republican party as a badge of fealty, and that is enough for
the gentleman from Maine, and I shall not trouble myself to enlighten
his ignorance, though he may be langhed af in North Carolina, and
I doubt not that even the ex-governor himself, when he looks at the
sacred gold pen with which he signed the ordinance of secession—a
pen never o be desecrated bg other use—and remembers the pleasant
(cruel) things which he said about the Union and Union men, will
chuckle audibly and, hugging his official robes close about him, feel
more secure against the competition of “the late insurgent leaders ”
one of his associates.

Governor Holden professes to be a Christian, and remembering the
prayer tanght by our blessed Saviour,  forgive us onr trespasses as
we forgive those who ass against us,” he might at least have
been silent and not asked the condemnation of his “ fellow trespass-
ers,” among whom he may be said to have been one of the chiefs; but
he has volunteered as a witness to furnish to the enemies of my State
fuel for the fires of hate, and I have deemed it just and due to the
people of that State, who have been traduced and maligned for party
purposes, to say thus much. I shall ever stand ready to vindicate to
the utmost of my ability the fair fame and honor of my nafive State,
for she is to me the dearest spot on earth., I know that she has been
under a cloud. Iknow that since the war under the guise of loyalt
her people have been robbed of their property and, what is much
dearer to them, once boasting the proud title of the “honest old
North State,” she has been robbed of her honor. I know that after
war had done its work, and her body lay helpless, vultures preyed
upon her; and it is not the least distressing thought that she bad
within her own borders men, political serfs, ready to attorn to an
party that would give them office, and that these men eombined wit
adventurers without character, and who cared nothing for her honor,
to fasten upon her a debt which she is not now able to pay and which
she cannot pay withont rnin to her people, a debt for which she never
derived an equivalent of five cents on the dollar. Let me illustrate
by a statement which I hope will disarm the malice of her enemies.
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By the convention of 1868, and the legislation of that year, a debt
now amounting to more than $15,000,000 was fastened upon the State.
The two delegates to that convention, and the two members, and the
senator in that islature from my county, and all the men who
voted for them combined, did not at that time pay as much propel;’?
tax as any one of half a dozen men in the county who were not al-
lowed to vote under the reconstruction aets.

The distriet which I now have the honor to represent, and which I
am proud to represent, was represented on this floor by a man whose
highest merit was that he did not pretend to be honest, and who
openly said that he * was down South on the make,” and that he did
not blame the democrats for disliking carpet-baggers. This man was
guilty of the erime of bribery, and when charged with it on this floor,
to evade the inevitable expulsion, he resigned, as others have since
done, and has not that I am aware of since been seen in the district
which he disgraced. In resigning, however, he had the cool candor
to say, “As soon as I was aware that I had done wrong, [he had only
taken $1,000 for a cadetship,] I endeavored to make a return as far
as I conld. I returned the money immediately, and I have tendered
my resignation to the governor of my State, believing that it is
the duty of a member of Congress to make vacant the he has
disgraced.” But it was all made right when he said, “I have given
$12,000 to control the presidential election in my State.” (Congres-
sional Globe, volume 76, page 1617.)

Any one who wishes fo see a curious production can find it in his
letter, published in the oonfi:esaiunal pmcee«]jnfs of the Forty-first
Congress on page 1617 of the seventy-sixth volume of the Congres-
sional Globe,

But it is said that the South is represented on this floor by confed-
erates, and whenever we raise our voices in behalf of good and hon-
est government, and exposure of fraud and corruption, the force of
what we say is songht to be broken by the ery of rebellion and dis-
loyalty. Now let me say one thing about that. The war, as every
candid man will concede, resnlted from a long-protracted and often
bitter difference of opinion upon certain political questions. These
differences became sectional, and culminated in an attempt by one of
the sections to withdraw from the Union, and a resolve on the part
of the other that the Union should not be severed. The issue was
submitted to the arbitrament of the sword, and brave men fought it
ont. The result is known to the world; every question involved in
that contest was honestly surrendered, and the soldiers of the South,
with a quiet and submission to authority that was remarkable, sought
their homes and the sweet pursuits of e. ‘“Peace hath her vic-
tories no less renowned than war;” and they have bent all their en-
ergies to the tasks of I can say this of a fruth as to the sol-
diers of the South, and I believe it to be true of the great body of
brave soldiers of the North.

The Union was to be preserved, and to be preserved for the sake,
not simply of the Union, but of eivil liberty and good government.
The soldier who was roused to deeds of daring and courage by the
cry of the Constitution and the Union, and by the rally of the old
ﬂnﬁ, believed that civil liberty was to be preserved by that Union
and under that Constitution. The soldier of the Sonth, when he took
with him the same Constitution, was equally conscientions when he
offered his life in the convietion that he, too, was fighting for eivil
liberty ; both were alike devoted to the same idol, eivil liberty—the
one fighting to maintain it in the Union, believing that in this way
alone it could be preserved; the other to maintain it in a new con-
federacy, bnt both claiming to be freemen and the right to be free-
men. The Union was victorious, and from that day it was settled
that civil liberty and good government must be preserved in the
Union, and not out of it. The right peaceably to secede and the sec-
tional institution which was the alleged cause of secession were sur-
rendered by us, snrrendered in faith by brave and true men, and
we were again in the Union. But our right to be freemen was not in-
volved in the issue. We never surrendered our manhood ; we never
surrendered our right to free government as we inherited it from our
fathers ; we never surrendered the proud and glorious memories of
the past; we never consented to be slaves or ecravens. We must be
in this Union of States as equals or the Union is so in name and not
in deed. The South must be represented by men of her choice or this
is a republican government in name and not in deed. And as long as
the South is represented on this floor by men of her choice, she will
be represented by men of honor, and men of honor would not have her
represented otherwise.

jince the days of 1865 we have not always been thus represented
here, but we have had an abiding faith that devotion to constitu-
tional government would greva.il, and that when the stormy passions
begotten of war had subsided the bright goddess of civil liberty would
resume her throne in American hearts and that loyalty to part;
would give place to devotion at her shrine. 8ir, the man who woul
have ns back in the Union as slaves and not as freemen ; the man
who would have us here as di ced criminals and not as brethren
with whom, the unhappy but manly strife having ended, they were
to live as Lrethren again; brethren in unity of aim and purpose;
brethren again in affection to a common country, just to all her sons ;
brethren again in the proud memories of the past and in the bright
hopes of the future—the men who would not have us thus back, who
would have the States of the South in the Union as conquered prov-
inces and not as free States—such men know not the spirit of free

government ; such men would tyrants be, and, failing that, slaves. I
am glad to believe that such are not the men of the North. Excep-
tions there are, but I am glad to know that thousands on thounsan
of her people hail us as brethren sq:]in in the Union and as worthy
the name of brethren. I am glad toknow that the soldiers who fought
the battles of the Union desire fo see the fruits of their victories se-
cured by the preservation of a peacefnl, harmonious, and hapry Union
of States. I am glad to know that Hancock—brave and gallant sol-
dier, wise and accomplished civilian, a hero in the field, a statesman
in counsel—that McClellan and MeClernand, that soldiers of the Union
army, my gallant friends on this floor, and the thousands whom they
represent, that the soldier-statesman from Massachusetts and the gen-
erous Representative from Pennsylvania on the other side of this
House—I am glad to know that men like these retireaent the feelinf;
of the le, and that the doetrine of hate, like the questions which
divided us, must be of the past.

Let me say to our friends at the North that they have the same in-
terest in the liberties of the South that we have: they have the same
interest in good government that we have. You cannot make an
Ireland or a Hungary or a Poland of the Sonth withont endangering

ur own liberties. The States of the South must be free, living,
Eomathiug, sound, and healthy members of this Union. You cannot af-
ford to have a dead body fastened to the living. It was an ancient
custom of certain tyrants to punish offenders by binding the body of
a dead man fo the living criminal and ecompelling him to carry it
about till the conta%ion from the putrid mass took away life. Virgil
gives an account of one of these tyrants, Mezentius, and describes
the awful punishment.

Thue,*ﬂmbtolilll‘rbmdiwttommgdmd, .
Till choked with stench the lin, wretches lay,
And in the loathed embraces my. 1,

And it was in allusion to this horrid custom that St. Paul nttered
the exclamation, 0, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death?” You cannot afford to have such
a dead body joined to you, and have liberty survive it; and I ﬁppeal
to every man who loves eivil liberty and good government and who
desires to see the Union again strong in the affections of all the peo-
ple, to work for reform, to work to restore to the B%eo le a government in
which economy, honesty, eapacity, and fidelity alrcharwterim every
department, and harmony, good-will, and brotherly love shall prevail
in every section. I think I know the feeling and sentiment of the
;mople of the South; and for them I will pl that none will go be-

ore them in earnest prayers and zealous works to attain this happy

end.

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman—

Mr. BLOUNT. I now move the committee rise, for the purpose of
taking a recess until half past seven o’clock, and also for the purpose
of ordering that all general debate upon this bill be closed after to-day.

Mr. KE Y. The gentleman proposes fo admit general debate
this Bvaninﬁ.NT

Mr. BLO . Yes, sir.

Mr. KELLEY. Imake theinquiry becauseI desire to reply to some-
thing that has been said here to-day.
thilgrblfnlAme Is it proposed to confine the debate this evening to

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir.

Mr. BANKS. The session last evening was occupied upon other
matters altogether,

Mr. Y. It is the intention, I understand, that debate shall
continue this evening upon this bill, and that no other business shall
be transacted.

The motion of Mr. BLOUNT that the committee rise was agreed to.

The commiftee accordingly rose ; and the 8 pro tempore hav-
ing resumed the Chair, Mr. CLYMER reported that the Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Union, having had under consideration
the Union generally, and particularly the bill (H. R. No. 3375) mak-
i:a%appm}froﬂntiom for the naval service for the year ending June 30,
1877, and for other purposes, had come to no resolution thereon.

STEPHEN POWERS,

On motion of Mr. BANNING, by unanimous consent, the Committee
on Mili Affairs was discharged from the further consideration of
the bill (H. R. No. 3332) for the relief of Stephen Powers; and the
same was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.

A message in writing from the President of the United States was
communicated to the House by U. 8. GRANT, jr., one of his secretaries,
who also annonnced that the Iy:‘rem'dent had approved and signed a bill
of the following title:

An act (H. R. No. 3368) appropriating $9,000 to pay the expenses of
the select committee to investigate the Federal offices in Lonisiana.

The message also announced that a bill of the following title, hav-
ing been received by the President on the 4th instant, and not having
been returned by him to the House in which it originated within the
ten days prescribed by the Constitution, had become a law without
his signature :

An act (H. R. No. 1595) for the relief of John T. Burchell, of Knox-
;i]le,_ t'gtlmneasee, for servicesrendered the Government in a small-pox

ospital.
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia, from the Committee on' Enrolled Bi
reported that the committee had examined and found truly enroll
bills of the following titles; when the Speakersigned the same :

An act (H. R. No. 1218) making appropriations for the payment of
claims reported to Congress under section 2 of the act approved June
16, 1874, by the Secretary of the Treasury ;

An act (H. R. No. 1618) to remove the political disabilities of Will-
iam L. Maury, of New York; and J

An act (H. R. No. 2018) to anthorize the Exchange National Bank
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to improve certain real estate.

CLAIMS UPON VENEZUELA.

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following mes-
sage from the President of the United States; which, with the accom-
panying papers, was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs:
To the House of Representatives : i

In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 5th instant, re.
questing information as to Enymanm by the gover tof Vi la on account
of elaims of citizens of the United States under the convention of the 25th of April,
l&(fiﬁ. I transmit a report from the Secretary of State, to whom the resolution was
referred.

U. 8. GRANT.

WasHINGTON, May 16, 1576,
CHARLES METCALF,

The SPEAKER pro tempore, by nunanimons consent, laid before the
House a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report from
the Commi -General of Subsistence on the bill (H. R. No. 3283)
for the relief of Charles Metcalf, late lientenant United States Navy;
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

PRINTING IN ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE.

The SPEAKER tempore also laid before the House a letter from
the Secretary of War, transmitfing a communication from the Adjn-
tant-General on the breaking up of the printing office attached to hi
office, as contemplated in the sundry civil appropriation bill ; which
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was ted as follows:

To Mr. CasoN, for twelve days from the 19th instant, on account of
important business;

To Mr. EGBERT, for one day, on account of business ;

To Mr. VANCE, of Ohio, for seven days;

To Mr. HuBBELL, for four days, on account of important business ;

To Mr. DouGLAS, for one week from the 23d instant ; and

To Mr. SyiTH, of Pennsylvania, for one week from to-morrow, on
account of important business.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that all general debate on the naval appro-
priation bill close with the adjournment to-day.

Mr. DUNNELL. Then if is pro to take up the bill for con-
sideration by sections to-morrow

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BLOUNT. I now move that the Honse take a recess till half
past seven o’clock this evening, for the purpose of general debate on
the naval appropriation bill.

The motion was to; and accordingly (at four o’clock and
forty-five minutes p. m.) the House took a recess till half past seven
o’clock p. m.

EVENING SESSION.

The recess having expired, the House re-assembled at seven o’clock
and thirty minutes p. m.

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the rules be suspended and the House
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to resume the considera-
tion of the naval appropriation bill.

The motion was agreed to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, (Mr. CLYMER in the chair,) and resumed
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 1877, and for other

purposes.

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I regret that my friend the gentle-
man from New York [Mr. WiLLis] is not in his seat, that I might
testify to him personally my sense of the great advantage the coun-
try may derive from confiding important duties to gentlemen who
are utterly ignorant of the subject-matter npon whjcielegialat.ion is
proposed. I am qunite snre that if he had known anything of the
navy-yards of the country or of the history of the growth and de-
velopment of our naval establishment or the revolutions that have
taken place in naval architecture and armament during the last
fifteen years, the world would never have received the novel sugges-
tions he offered to-day touching navy-yards, the proper sites for
them, &e. I ean certify to {heir novelty but not to their value, and
I think he may become famous in naval history as the man who be-
lieved at this late day that iron ships onght to be built on salt water

and that the great reservoir of machinery for the construction of
vessels and armament under the exigencies of war onght to be located
in an exposed sea-port. Sir, had he known anything of the subject
his imagination would have been restrained and he would have simply
given us details, practical illustrations, opinions of distinguished line
officers or naval engineers, and told us nothing but what we knew
or might learn by the study of competent authorities. But we shounld
have had no new range given to our imaginations. Unlike him, I
shall deal with facts, and give the committee a history of the estab-
lishment of a naval station at League Island.

In this matter I can define my position best in the langnage of the
gentle Desdemona—

I do perceive here a divided duty.

I have been identified with the history of the project from the time
Gideon Wells, the then Secretary of the Navy, made known confiden-
tially to Alexander Henry, the then mayor of Philadelphia, thata com-
mission of distinguished naval officers had been appointed by him to
secretly survey the coast and defermine privately and report the best
site on the Atlantic coast for a fresh-water naval station, where land
enough counld be had in proximity to ample suppliesof coal and ironand
skilled workers in metals to establish the works for the construction
of heavy material for large iron-clad or iron vessels and for the man-
ufacture of heavy armor and implements of war and the machinery
for handling such implements; and that the board had reported to
him that in League Island they found a sight incomparable not only
in the United States but in the whole world in combining all these
conditions. Just at that time I was made acquainted couﬁdentially
by the Navy Department with the operation.

The mayor of Philadelphia in that communication was requested
to ascertain in whom the ftitle of the land was vested, whether it
could be Enmhasad, and, if so, upon what terms. He entered heart-
ily into the honorable work confided to him, ascertained the price at
which it could be had, and reported the facts to the Navy Depart-
ment. At the suggestion of the ablest man I have met in connection
with the American Navy, G. V. Fox, then Assistant Secretary, the
Secretary su Sest.ed that if possible the title to the island and back
channel sho: be acquired contingently npon Congress making ap-
propriafion for its purchase. Mayor Henry, believing that if it be-
came known that the Government wanted the property speculators
would intervene and the cost wounld be greatly increased, induced
the city of Philadelphia to purchase it and hold it for the Govern-
ment. It did purchase it at a cost of nearly half a million dollars,
and it not only held it for the benefit of the Government, but it con-
veyed it without eonsideration to the Government absolutely on con-
dition that it should be held as a naval station, and that the small
yard containing about twenty acres, then obstructing the commereial
Pro, of the city,should be removed.

Sir, I have said I do perceive here a. divided duty. I feel to-night
that, as a Philadelphian, I would be ready, if it were possible, to
overwhelm Con with my thanks if it would reconvey to Phila-
delphia these two and a quarter milesof its best river front, shutting
its main avenue, Broad street, from access to tide-water ; and during
the whole of more than fourteen years I have been involved in con-
test on this subject I have never hesitated to say to my fellow-citi-
zens that posterity wounld eurse us for the wrong we did to Philadel-
phia in the granting of this six hundred acres of land, embracing
more than two and a w miles of the most valued river frontof the
city. On the other d, as an American citizen, I cannot be too
grateful to my fellow-citizens for their generous devotion to the Gov-
ernment in securing to it a naval station unequaled in site in the
world, and one which naval officers from England, France, and Rus-
sia have assured me, both at the Navy Department and when on
League Island, is unequaled in its combined points of adaptation to
the wants of the navies of the future anywhere in the world. Asa
Philadelphian I would rejoice at its retrocession, but as an American
I would deplore the fatuity that prompted the act.

The imaginative and inexperienced gentleman from New York [ Mr.
WiLLis] said that such an establishment ought to be at Brooklyn
where it would be near the sea. The foreign officers, as well as our
own, say that m.mm%l its chiefest values are the facts that, while it
has easy access to the sea and is protected abundantly by forts al-
ready existing at different points along the river by which it is
approached, it is absolutely secure from attack; that the Government
may gather stores for a war of half a century and keep them there
witt.he'::nt drain upon its general military or naval resources for their
protection.

Why, sir, the Swamp Angel that hurled its ponderous shells into
Charleston would destroy such an establishment from the open sea,
if it were in Brooklyn. Oneof the great pointsin favor of League
Island is its security; another is the fresh water that surrounds it.
Salt water is the natural enemy of iron. Sea-water will eat up the
heaviest ironplate; and nature,as if to protect it while exposed to foul
sea-water, attracts to the surface of iron exposed to its action all sorts
of parasites; so that, on the arrival home of a British iron-clad, the
Ben Ledi, from a cruise, ten tons of muscles and barnacles were taken
from her surface by mechanical processes, many of them having
fastened so tightly and being of such solid and vitrified substance
t-lligt in breaking them away great portions of the iron came with
them.
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These operations of nature threatened to preclude the possibility
of the snccessful establishment of iron navies. But nature provides
an antidote for every bane, and it was discovered that fresh water
was the antidote to these. Had the Ben Ledi had a naval station in
water fresh as that at League Island to resort to, in three days her
surface would have been as clean as when she was lannched. And,
although the yard at Portsmonth, England, had cost over £60,000,-
000—something over $300,000,000—it was found useless when En-
gland began to create an iron navy, and she had to abandon it, ex-
cept for repair and a station for wooden ships. To keep the iron
vessels there was to destroy them or reduce their speed. To invite
nature to so protect them against the effect of the poison of the sea
as to reduce their speed from 20 to 30 per cent., as was often the case
before the end of a year’s cruise, was not a safe reliance. What did
England do in this emergency? Why, with her three-hundred-mill-
ion-dollar yard at Portsmouth, her government went to the headwaters
of the Medway. Theybounght asite. They constructed immense fresh-
water basins. They made an artificial channel to them, and there,
having expended another §100,000,000, and having added to the ninety-
five acres of their yard a tract of land very kindred to League Island,
but embracing about two hundred and eighty-four acres, they went
on increasing their fresh-water basins so as to have the cure at hand
for the effect of the waters of Portsmouth and Brooklyn waters upon
iron-clads and iron ships.

This is not i tion. I have not been studying this question
anew. I am but repeating to the committee facts that I brought to
the attention of the Thirty-eighth Congress in the winter of 1863
and 1864 in an elaborate report on this subject from the Naval Com-
mittee. And I propose to detain the committee with an occasional
extract, not from my own statements, but from valuable finanecial
papers I then reported.

he President had made reiterated recommendations for the estab-
lishment of a naval station and dock-yard for the purposes of an iron
navy. The Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, on the 9th of June,
1862, made a communication to the Naval Committee, in which, refer-
ring to the President’s message, he said:

Itis now generally conceded that vessels for figh must be heavil
plated with%r?n if Liay are not built entirely of tﬁuﬂ;ﬁm Waala: in 1:|mc:l;r
costly fabrics, economy is reached through durability. Iron ship-building is new,
in this country; but fow ns are in it, and it is a novelty in our "
Heavy iron beams, shafting, and thick iron plates can be procured from yht;wo
or three parties, and then in limited quantities and subject to great delay. Indi-
viduals have little use for iron of such magnitude as the Navy must have, and there

must unavoidably be greatoutlay to prepare for tion of such work. With
m‘]lf the Nav%lfor :ngnmhmr there can be no competition, and the Government
Wi

be com er such cireumstances, to pay almost any price the mills and
fm‘gﬂamayge ol Noi iderable portions of an iron s Pmbemndemﬂ
procured at the ordi mills ; and so as it can be done it may be the best

policy to be so supplied; but as the heavy and expensive portions cannot be so
procured and nnless the Government is preparved to execute the work it will be
subject to imposition and its vessels to marked inferiority.

Other nations, whose wooden ships-of-war far exceed our own in number, cannot
afford to lay them aside, but are compelled to plate them with iron at a varyﬁrmt
cost. They are not unaware of the disadvantage of this proceeding, but itis a
present necessity. It muost be borne in mind, however, that those governments
which are striving for naval supremacy are sparing no expense to strengthen them-
selves by building iron vessels; and already their dock-yards are un tna the
WBCESSArY pre tions for this change in naval architesture, notwithstanding
governments bave at their comman thwt arxf'purlance and the most exten-
sive and complete iron and machine fac thats vate enterprise can produce.
These facts are suggestive to our Government ; and I desire to call your attention
to the necessity of making the necessary rovision for ourselves by providing the

and conveni r building and repairing a navy such as the strength
and character of our Government and country require, in order to maintain its
true position among maritime powers.

Mr. Welles proceeded to explain that great works could not be sud-
denly called into existence; that they musf be in the neighborhood
of a bountiful supply of fuel, of iron, and steel, and large numbers of
skilled workmen. In his annual report of December, 1862, he renewed
his snggestions, saying: :

In March last and again in June I invited the attention of the Naval Committee
of Congress to the importance of taking prompt pteltnﬁn:ﬂ;mum for estab-

lishing & navy-yard, including founderies, shops, and docks ted to the growing
wuntagof th:y serviceand the country. It was not that we n an additional navy-
rard, but that we required one of ‘a different character in many respects from any
it we . In view of the importance of possessing soméwhere in this coun-
try a navyand dock yard for the purposes of an iron navy, the suggestion of the
Department received the favorable consideration of Congress, The city of Phila-
delphia, the commercial center of the iron and coal region, became interested in the
nestion and was induced to make a free offer of League Island, a body of land of
ut six hundred acres near the uence of the Delaware and Schuy!
e Shihontoed the Rosteiacy ol the. Navy 12 vestbss s avoewt Loagus Talaat,
au & Secre of the Nav, ve an 0y
rovided, however, that it should not be mgepbad until the title shall be perfect to
ﬂ)wvwater mark, nor if, upon a more thorongh examination and survey of the .
ises byncompatentbmt’i: ofoﬂicerst.ob:_ﬁfpoinwl by the Secretary of the Navy,
he shall discover that the publie interest not be ted by acquiring the title
as aforesaid. That the board to be appointed shnlimm pm&lﬂg to any de-
cision of the questions referred to them, make a survey and examination of the har-
bor of New London, in Connecticut, and its s gs, with reference to its fit-
they also make the same investiga-

ness for a naval depot and navy-yard, and that
tion in regard to the waters ufv?t}arragamat Bay.

In pursuance of that resolution a board was appointed from whose
report the philosophie but inexperienced gentleman from New York
read this morning. The first resolution of that board when it met for
action was that in all questions of engineering or which were solvable
by engineering the report of the engineer should bind the board, and
the result was the unforiunate and unfounded report made by Ad-
miral 8tringham, for which, sabsequently, I think, every member of

the board expressed extreme regret. Theresult was that the engineer
whose interests were centered in one of the other places named instead
of boring League Island proper, which is part of the main land and
is wa.terﬁ)earing, bored only in the massof alluvial accretions around
the island. Having thus chosen a false field for his tests, he conld

ive afaithful statement of the resultsof his boring and yet deceive
the board. Having given him absolute control of all engineering
questions before the board, it could do nothing else than report against
it.

Mr. Welles and his able Assistant Secretary, to whom I have alluded,
who had had the matter privately examined, rejected the report of
the board, appointed a new one, and directed that the borings should
be made fait ully over the island, and the results in detail will be
found appended to mdv report; showing that for nearly three hundred
acres the land is solid and, as I have said, water-bearing ; the wells
u?on it yielding water at the same depth as they do now in the heart
of the gm&t eity of which it is a part; that it presented over two
hundred and fifty acres of land on which the heaviest machinery
could be operated, and offered foundations for the heaviest works or
buildings tgit. could be constructed ; and the report contains engraved
illustrations of the heaviest trip-hammers then known to be in nse,
and shows that they could be operated without artificial support upon
such lands ; and the officers to whom the matter was then confided
reported in favor of its acceptance, agreeing with the former board
that the water of both Narraganset Bay and Winthrop Point was
salt, and therefore unfit for an iron naval station. But thatin Phila-
delphia on Island there was ample land, there was ample
wharf-front, and withal there was offing to float onr entire Navy.
There was also a natural back channel requiring but little dredgin
and the placing of draw-doors at either end, one on the Schuylkil
and the other on the Delaware, to make a basin larger and more com-
modious than that of Cherbourg that had then recently cost imperial
France over $50,000,000 for the basin and shelter-walls alone.

Snch is e Island. That part of it is below the water-surface,
and pro by embankment, I admit; and I claim it as a very

t advantage in view of the extent of the island. More surface
ﬁaalready been prepared for use than the old navy-yard contained.
The old yard has been sold for a million dollars. That money is now
in the Treasury, and covers quite or nearly all the money the Govern-
ment hasexpended in the preparation of that part of the surface of the
island, in erecting wharfs, store-houses, workshops, and in re-erecting
a large ship-house, the materials of which were removed from the
old yard within a few months.

The difficulty in the neighborhood of our great iron and steel works
in Pennsylvania is to know what to do with the waste and refuse
matter. As you travel through our State you see acres and tens and
scores of acres in the vicinity of our great works covered with sla,
and cinders; and if private parties were to offer to fill League Islanc
to the water-line, it would be a matter of great extravagance on the
part of the Government to acoegt the offer, for with every increasing
workshop a demand will arise for a place of deposit for its cinders,
slag, and other refuse matter.

y examining the report of the engineers who made the last bor-
ings at the island, you will find that the surface even of the accre-
tions is of & muih clay, easily cut when wet and very hard when dry.
Mingle that with the earth that must be removed for the foundations
of buildings and in the preparation of the docks and yards, and you
will have a cement for the mﬁi cinders, and refuse materials from
the shops and buildings that will make, so brief experience has shown,
pathways for the heavy wains for carrying materials and armament

uite equal to the best Macadamized roags known to the people of
ennsylvania.

If we are to abandon iron-ship building, if we are to say that the
timber lands of Maine alone shall supply the material for our future
navies, then let us keep Kittery as our chief reliance; because that
yard lies as near to the timber lands of Maine as League Island does
to the coal and iron fields of Pennsylvania, the fo the furnaces,
the machine-shops, and the millions of skilled workers in coal, iron,
and other metals that find their metropolis at Philadelphia.

If, however, with those of other nations our Navy is to carry heavy
guns and to resist the heaviest of those of other nations we must have
a fresh-water yard; we must have an antidote to the poison of the
sea; we must, when war shall again kindle its flame either on onr own
lan& or on the oceans that surround us, have the means of bringing into
existence in the briefest possible time a great iron navy and EII:%a ap-
pointments. .

I eoncur with the Commitiee on Naval Affairs in its desire to main-
tain as small a navy in fime of peaceas is consistent with the dignity
of our ommtri, to stimulate in such times the commerce of the coun-
try so that when the day of war shall come they who leap from the
deck of the merchantman to the deck of the vessel of war may go
forth to make our country as she ever has been on the ocean, the vietor
in the war in which the flag shall be borne. Such being our policy,
the necessity of keeping great workshops is apparent, not of keeping
them employed ; not of maintaining armies of workmen, but of hav-
ing ever ready the eunning machinery which gives force, speed, and
energy to the will and of man in constructing matters pertain-
ing to naval warfare.

t Leagne Island we have what reduces Chatham in comparison
almost in the same degree that in yonder exhibition, which but a




1876.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

3217

little while ago was spoken of in Con as a Philadelphia job—in
yonder exhibition you have two models, one of the cafion of the Col-
orado, and beside it, on the same scale, a model of Niagara, AsI sur-
veyed them the other day I heard an intelligent New York man beg
that the model of the giant waters of Niagara might be removed from
- such juxtaposition. It was pigmied by the contrast. Two hundred

and fifty feet of Niag&m against five thousand feet in the walls and
dashing waters of the cafion. 1 say Chatham scanned as a naval
station beside the eapabilities of Leagué Island wonld show as Niag-
ara shows compared with the cafion of the Colorado in that wonder-
ful exhibition.

Again, compare e Island with Cherbourg, built up in the
ocean, starting for its foundation near the end of the sounding-line.
And yet with toil and energy and material resources, year after year,
millions of the wealth of the French Empire disappeared under the
deep waters, until after more than half a decade there came some
to the surface. Now the great naval works of Cherbourg, which
fourteen years ago had cost more than $50,000,000, are the only rival
France can present to the capabilities of League Island, which ¢ ost the
Government not one cent, but which Iand my constituents and towns-
men paid for. We have given you, in return for removing that little
yard that obstrueted our commerce, a million of dollars, with which
you have paid for all the improvements yet made at Leagne Island.

Permit me, Mr. Chaifman, to say agaib, “I do perceive here a di-
vided duty.” If Congress will retrocede that island to Philadelphia
they shall have my everlasting thanks. They will save me and the
others from Philadelphia who have been my co-laborers in this mat-
ter from the denunciations of posterity for having eut off the main
river front of onr great and beantiful and beloved city.

But under the influence of a Lroader feeling, under the influence
inspired by that flag, under the influence that has made me—lef it
snbject me to what criticism it might—strive by all the means in my
power to cement anew the brotherly love of the American people in
this centennial year, I cannot but say do not retrocede League Isl-
and ; do not deprive yonr conntry and mine of the ion of the
site for the grandest depot that nature has made—for nature made
League Island for a depot for naval purposes—and civilized man has
yet discovered on the face of the globe.

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, I recognize the delicacy of under-
taking to oppose in any of its parts a measure recommended by'one
of the leading committees of this House; and I would not offer a
word of objection to the bill reported by the committee if I did not
feel that a sense of duty and propriety reqnired this to be done. In
that portion of the bill beginning with line 43 it is provided :

For the civil establishment at the navy-yards at Brooklyn, New York;

Island, Pennsylvania ; Norfolk, Virginia, and Mare Island, California, 80,000 ; and
for the protection and care of the navy-yards not enumerated, 85,000, ‘And the Sec.

retary of the Navy is hereby directed to make inquiry as to the best method of
making sale of the navy-y at Charlestown, Washington, and Pensacola.

I shall at a proper time propose to amend this portion of the bill by
inserting after theword “ gulifornia,” in the forty-fifth line, the words
“and Pensacola,” and by inereasing the appropriation in the same
line from §80,000 to $100,000. I shall propose to do that for the pur-
{)oae of keeping Pensacola in its position s one of the navy-yardsto

»e used for repairs, or, if deemed necessary, for repairs and construe-
tion. Ishall then propose to strike out in line fifty the words “and
Peusacola ;” so that this navy-yard shall not be included in the list of
those in regard to which the Secretary of the Navy is to be directed
to make inquiry as to the best method of making sale of them.

In looking into this subject, Mr. Chairman, I shall not attempt to
discuss the question as to the number of navy-yards that there onght to
bo upon the Atlantic coast. That there ought to be one upon the
Gulf of Mexico and one upon the Pacific coast will not, I think, be
controverted. We have upon the Gulf coast no private yards in
which the war vessels of the Government can be repaired; and in
this age of the world we need for the purposes of war not only steam-
vessels but iron-clad vessels. In case of war with a foreign power,
if one of our vessels in the Gulf squadron should become crippled or
disabled in any way, such a vessel, without a navy-yard there forre-
pairing and refitting, would have to be dropped out of service or
brought around Cape Sable and up the Atlantic coast to a place
where it conld be repaired, losing the time of the officers and crew,
and taking the perils of such a voyage in a erippled condition in time
of war.

In looking at our national necessities I may be excused for callin
attention for a moment to that portion of the United States. The
Gulf of Mexico may well be termed our American Mediterranean—a
rreat sea in itself. It is from the Atlantic coast of Florida by an air

ine about two hundred and sixty miles westward to Pensacola. It
is from the Atlantic shore of Florida four hundred miles by an air
live westward to the Mississippi. 1t is from the Atlantie shore of
Florida seven hundred miles to the western shores of the Gulf of Mex-
ico. It isfrom Cape Sable westward to Galveston eleven hundred
miles and more across the Gulf of Mexico. It is from the mouth of
the Mississippi River southward to the southern part of the Gulf of
Mexico west of Yucatan eight hundred miles and more, and from Pen-
sacola more than five hundred miles southeast to Cape Sable. Imen-
tion this to show the magnitnde of that inland sea bounded, on the
east by Florida, by the islands of Cnba, Hayti, and the other West
Indig Islands, and by the peninsula of Yneatan ; on the south by Mex-
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ico; on the west by Mexico and Texas; and on the north by Louisi-
ana, Alabama, Mississippi and Florida.

Upon that gulf there is now a large commerce. If the work goin
on for deepening the month of the Mississippi River by the Sont!
Pass sueceeds, as it is hoped by Mr. Eades, the projector of that great
work, it may succeed, and we get twenty-eight feet of water there
for the largest class of vessels, the amount of commerce passing out
of the great and fertile valley of the Mississippi to the open ocean
will be almost incredible. At present it is very large. If the work
going on at Galveston shall succeed in giving the depth of water that
the United States engineers believe it will give, this commerce will
be still further enlarged. There, too, is being concentrated the com-
merce of the State of Texas, with its present population of a willion
and a half of people, and with an inecrease of between 200,000 and
300,000 a year. With the commerce that will go there from the Indian
Territory, from Kansas, from New Mexico, from the northern states
of the republic of Mexico, a commerce will be centered at the great
commercial emporinm of what we call the “new west” only less than
that which will be poured out of the mouth of the Missisai% i River.

Remember that on our entire cost, extending from Cape Sa lie up the
western coast of Florida and along the coast of Alabama, Mississippi,
Lonisiana, and Texas for more than fifteen hundred miles, we have
no other naval station or ship-yard than Pensacola. That has a fine
depth of water, capable of bearing almost any, perhaps any, vessel
in the American Navy. It has a fine harbor a.nfl roadstead. Tt is a
fortified position, well secured against danger. It would seem that
onr national necessities wounld not be so far overlooked as to destroy
this only ship-yard upon that extensive coast.

One thing more I desire to say on this subject. In caseof war with
a foreign naval power the vulnerable part of the United States is
upon the Gulf coast.

A war inaugnrated now with Great Britain, with France, or with
Spain, nnless the mouth of the Mississippi River was protected by a
sufficient number of our best monitors, would be as easily ascended
by a hostile fleet of war vessels as it was by the Federal fleet durin
our recent intestine war, It will be remembered that Fort Saint
Philip, Fort Jackson, and other batteries along the shores of the
Mississippi werg not sufficient to stay the progress of a fleet composed
in part at least of wooden vessels,

e commerce of the Mississippi Valley deserves and needs profec-
tion ; and when I speak of this commerce I do not mean to be under-
stood as speaking alone of the commerce of the country bordering on
the Gulf of Mexico, for it is likewise the commerce of Louisiana, of
Arkansas, of Mississippi, of Tennessee, of Kentucky, of Missouri, and
of all the rich States which lie between the Ohio and Mississippi and
to the west of the Mississippi, which finds its way to market by means
of that nneqnaled channel of commerce. Protection, therefore, is
necessary.

Galveston, the other point I mentioned standing second in commer-
cial importance to New Orleans upon the Gulf, is in such condition
to-day that war vessels could bombard and destroy the city and its
commerce. S

I have not spoken of Mobile, Brashear, Sabine Pass, Indianola,
Corpus Christi, and the other towns which lie npon the border of this
great inland sea. All of thew in case of war would be exposed to
the ravages of an enemy and incaleulable injury conld be done to us,
for many of them are to-day withont a particle of protection. Even
Galveston to-day has not a single gun mounted, and a single step has
not yet been taken to protect it in case of war against a hostile fleet.

What would the consequence be if we should be drawn into war,
which we all trust may not happen ¥ For, sir, we cannot take to our-
selves the assurance that we shall be exempt from war. Our Gov-
ernment occupies a position which makes it necessary that it should
deal withall the great questions which interest the nationaltiesof the
earth. It must take its responsibility in disposing of these great
questions. It should direef its commercial policy to more intimate re-
lations with Mexico, the Central American and Sonth American
states, so that, instead of manufactures from other countries supply-
ing those countries, they should come from New England or the
Middle States. It seems to me there is no reason why, under a wise,
prudent, and proper policy, we should not control the vast trade of
those countries, very little of which we control at this time. In our
intercourse with them, which mnst grow and inerease, we stand liable
to complieations. We have seen that we were liable to be drawn into
difficulty on account of the trouble in the island of Cuba. We can-
not tell but danger may be on us at almost any moment. It is af
least prodent in time of peace to make reasonable and needful prep-
arations for war. That preparation may avert what might otherwise
fall npon ns.

A great power like this, having its commercial relations with the
whole civilized world, needs and must have a navy. It should have
one that would command for the Government that respect due to one
of the first powers of the earth, If we have such a navy we must
[:rovida for bnilding ships of war and for repairing them. I have

eard it suggested in conversation that this might be done at private
ship-yards. As vessels of war are now bnilt we can hardly expect,
even in our progressive, go-ahead conntry, to find private ship-yards
that will prepare such iron, and in such guantities, as will be neces-
sary for the construction of at iron war steamers, If we are to
have these, they must be made by the Government, at least in large
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part. In this connection let me read an extract from the report of
the Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, in 1866 :

For the construction of iron and armored vessels, it can only be repeated that
although our conntry has the material in great abund , and p many ad-
van in that regard, we are almost wholly uu})mpmd, 1n future maritime
wars the contests between tho Fn-at naval powers for supremacy on the ocean will
be determined chiefly by iron-clad or armored ships. Our turreted vessels or moni-
tors will be pow: andl effective for harbor and coast defense, but in conflict with
any European power our conntrymen will hardly be content with mere defensive
wWa

Armored vessels for ocean ernising must necessarily be of large size, which can-
not, with the requisite strength, be secured in wooden structures, If attempted,
the immense masses of timber must rapidly deeay, and the cost resulting from de-
terioration will be such a8 no economiecal and prudent nation will consent to sus-
tain. BShips for eruising and offensive operations must be such as can use sails, for
nov can long keep the sea under steam alone. Such vessels as are here sug-
gested should be built at a Government establishment, for though private enter-
prise can do much in aid of the Navy, the peculiarities of iron vessels for naval pur-
poses are such that private parties cannot undertake the work unless at prices which
will cover all the outlay for the establishment as well as the vessel, for there can
be no other customer the Government for such work.

In this view of the subject it is &lljnly the interest of the Government to ercct
its own uhamnd hi vand top its own establishment for the construc-
tion of its and arm naval vessels. Several years of preparation will be

uired to provide the necessary appliances for such an establishment, and a special
area, should be tly select: In each of

and convenient location, with promptly
pensable, and for a steam navy there should be

the navy;im'nrdu a dry-dock is in
suitable shops and accommodations for the repair of

I read this much from the report of Secretary Welles of 1866 on the
point as to the necessity of Government navy-yards possessing the
peculiar machinery necessary to the building of ships of war such as
are used in modern times. While I have this report in my hand, I
will also read an extract from it in regard to the navy-yard at Pen-
sacola. After going on at some length, reasoning upon the necessity
for establishing the navy-yards at Norfolk and Pensacola, he uses this
langnage:

The suppression of the rebellion and the re-establishment of that peace and unity
which constitute us one country and one le make it a duty to restore these
national establishments to their former eflicient condition. In so far as there was
reason during the rebellion for refnsing to do this, becanse insurrection iled
in the region where the yards are situated, that reason no longer exista. Truoe, the
expenditures will be made in States which were in rebellion, but the rebellion has
passed away, the States are of the Union, and the establishments which are
to be renovated are national in their character and of general interest to a'l. Upon
the Pensacola yard, even in its present ruinous state, we must depend for re
and supplies for any we may ewploy to gnard the ocean outlet of the
great central valley of Union and of onr whole coast bordering en the Gulf,
To negleet to put tﬁit yard in proper condition would be to neglect Iowa, IlHnois,
and the States north, as wel as Lonisiana and Mississippi.

In the event of a foreign war with the great maritime powers, our conntry would
Iabor nnder serions disadvantages were we without a navy-yard ornaval station in
the Gulf. A naval force of steamers—and all fighting-vessels must hereafter be
steamers—could not be maintain:d in the Gulf without frequent repairs aud sup-
plies. With no mgyuﬂ in the Gulf, the disabled vessels woulil necessarily
withdrawn from their station and compelled to p to a northern yard for re-
fitment. Besides, the perils incident to a voyage under these circumstances, with
an enemy on the coast, the services of the otficers and crews, as well as of the ves-
sel itself, would be lost during the time she might be absent in going to and re-
turning from a northern yanl, The rebels and the waste of war ‘Fuwo devastated
the Norfolk and Pensacola yanls, bnt the best interest of the service and the obli-
gations of the Government are not less imperative now, when peace and union are
restored, to place them in proper condition. Itis to be hoped, therefore, that liberal
appropriations will be 8 for that purpose.

While reading extracts from official sources, I will call attention to
what is said by the present Secretary of the Navy in his last annual
report in regard to the Pensacola navy-yard. He says:

During the past year the old hospital-building within the walls of the yard bas
been torn down destroyed, and a new hospital erected upon the ruins of one
without the walls, destroyed during the war.

While it is not deemed wise to place this yard in condition for building shi

et it is considered eminently proper that it should possess all requisite facilities

or docking and repairing the vessuls of the North Atlantic squadron. Several ad-
ditional bu.ildimua 'y, and estimates are submi for another timber-
shed and & ma Mhopfmatmm&:mhz.

It is hoped that two sections of the sectional dock for this navy-yard will be
finished during the present fiscal year.

Therefore the last report that comes from the Secretary of the Navy
sustains the one made several years ago by Secretary Welles as to the
importance and necessity of preserving that navy-yard, at least for
repairs and supplies, It may be matter for future determination how
far construction shall go on there. 'T'wo vessels of war at least were
built there in former times. In addition to the necessity of a naval
station and navy-yard for the repair and supply of vessels on that
vast inland sea for the protection of our eoast cities and t com-
merce, it may be Baid in relation to Pensacola that in addition to its
fine, capacions, and secure harbor and deep water, it lies in the finest
timber region on the Atlantic waters. Thesupplies of live-oak toall
the navy-yardsof the country come from Florida, and I was going to
say from Texss, but I am not sure of that. But in Florida and on
the coast of Texas along the Colorado and Lower Brazos are vast sup-

plies of live-oak timber. In Southeastern Texas, back of the S8abine

'ass, on the SBabine and Natches Rivers, there are almost limitless
amounts of as fine white oak as grows on the continent. And many
years I was told by a gentleman who had made an examination
of the fine pine regions bordering these two rivers lying back of the
Sabine Pass that even then, since the pine had been cut as it was in
Maine and in Florida, the finest timber for spars and masts was to be
found in Eastern Texas. 8o that you have the live-oak and white
oak if needed, and the finest timber for masts and spars on the At-
lantic waters close around Pensacola.

In addition to this, there are mines of coal and iron up the Alabama
River now being developed in limitless quantities at a convenient
distance from Pensacola. The means of transportation for the eoal
and iron which go down the Mississippi River to Pensacola are
such that they may be carried there with great ease and facility and
cheapness ; so that they have all the materials necessary for the re-
pair or corstraction and supply of ships. I see, therefore, no reason
why that place should not be considered as occupying & commanding
position for a navy-yard.

The suggestion has been made that Pensacola is subject to occa-
sional visitations of yellow fever, and that in the prevalence of that
disease the workmen may have to abandon their post of duty. Ifis
true that all the towns and cities upon that coast are occasionally
subject to visitations of yellow fever. But it is proper for me to say
that in a period of fifteen years at least—and some more, I think, may
be added to that, but I will not undertake to say precisely how many
from memory—that city has only been twice visited by yellow fever.

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, 1t never originates there.

Mr. FINLEY. It is always imported.

Mr. REAGAN. Two gentﬁmen near me suggest that it never origi-
nates there and is always imported. Proper qnarantine regulations
will at all times protect that place against yeﬁow faver.

But the time which might be lost, it may be once in five years or
80, by the workmen at that fard for that reason, will not be equal to
the loss of time sustained in the eold regions of the North, where our
navy-yards are, becanse of frost and snow. With the exception of
such danger as may exist from this sonurce there is nothing at all in
the way at any time or at any season of the year to impede the work
of construction and repairs going on at that navy-yard.

It will not do to say that because the people of that region are some-
times subject to thesconrgeof the yellow fever—and [ understand from
physicians that in modern times it bas modified somewhat its type,
and possesses less terror for the people than formerly—it should be
remembered that our country is there, our people are there, our com-
merce and trade are there, our national honor is pled as much to
the protection of that people and that commeree as it is to the pro-
tection of any other portion of the American people and the Ameri-
can commerce. W here our people live, where they rear their families,
where they make their homes in the sunny landsof the South as hap-
pily‘;l_s elsewhere, surely the officers and employés of the Government
can live.

I say this in order to meet that argnment if it be su d. It
has just as much force as I have indicated, and no more, It will not
do to say that that conntry munst be abandoned to its fate ; that the
commerce of the vast region of conutry that pours into the Gulf of
Mexico is in case of war to be left at the mercy of the enemy be-
canse sometimes there may be yellow fever at Pensacola where our
navi-ynrd is.

I have said this much becanse I feel that in proposing to strike ont
so much of the appropriation as is necessary to keep in existence the
navy-yard at Pensacola the committee have made a great mistake.
The national interest, the national honor, and the national peace de-
manl that it shall not be done.

The Committes on Naval Affairs make a different recommendation,
but we are not now dealing with their report. It recommends, as I
understand, in eonformity with the recommendation of the Secre-
tary of the Navy, that the Pensacola navy-yard shall be preserved
for repairs and supplies. If we e no appropriation for it, the
law leaves it, without the means of carrying it on, in such a condi-
tion that the yard must go to destruction, and the vast amount of
money that has already been expended there must be lost, the na-
tional defense must suffer, and in the event of war the commerce of
our country must be unprotected to an extent that I am not now
fully prepared to show. I have said this for the p of calling
the attention of the Committee of the Whole this evening to the
subject, so that when the proper time arrives I may offer the nee-
essary amendment to preserve this navy-yard as recommended by
the Secretary of the Navy and by the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. BANKS Mr. Chairman, the portion of this bill to which I desire
to call the attention of the committee to-night will be found on page
third, relating to the ecivil establishments at the navy-yards at Brook-
Iyn, League Island, Norfolk, and Mare Island: directing the See-
retary of the Navy to ascertain and report as to the best method
of making sale of the navy-yards at Charlestown, Washington, and
Peunsacola, the recession of the naval station at New London, and the
establishment of a naval rendezvous at Tybee Island or Cockspur
Islind, in the State of Georgia. It is briefly to this portion of the
bill that I wish to direct the attention of the Committee of the
Whole. I speak as a representative of the section immediately and
greatly interested in one or more of the provisions of this portion of
the Dbill making appropriations for the naval establishment in the
opening year.

Mr. Chairman, it comes to us in an unexpected and unnsnal form.
Here is an appropriation bill, which ordinarily contains only the
specific appropriations required by existing law, appropriations of
specific sums demanded by existing laws for carrying on the Govern-
ment or in anticipation of measures now pending and that are prob-
ably to become laws during the present session. That is the ordi-
nary funetion of the Committee on Appropriations, and that is the
anticipated result of their labors. But in this bill, in the provisions
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to which I have referred, we find an entirely new theory of legisla-
tion,

For example, under the rules of the House matters relating to
the naval establishment of the country wonld ordinarily be referred
to a committee composed of gentlemen representing different sections
and acquainted with that interest. And all these matters have in
fact been referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs and the House
is now waiting for its conclusion and report. And now, while yet
waiting the conclusion of the committee constituted for that purpose,
the Committee on Appropriations, in ten or a dozen lines of this bill,
proposes to sweep away even the very foundation of that establish-
ment. Although two or three points only are named in this portion
of the bill which are to be abolished or destroyed, it may oceur that
the House itself or this committee first and the House may add other
locations to those already named and thus the very foundations of
the naval establishment may be abolished, and so in a week or two,
so far as the House is concerned, we may find little or nothing left
npon which the Navy Department can rest.

I wish to speak in the first instance against this method of legisla-
tion. There is nothing that has ever been proposed or, that can be
conceived so fatal to honest legislation as that which allows all the
subjects of the ordinary legislation of asession to be fastened npon ap-
propriation bills, with special and exclusive privileges that are never
accorded to the legislative measures refe to or reported by any
other eommittee whatever, and which are not given even to bills
lnmviding appropriations to ecarry into effect existing and long-estab-

ished laws, The utmost privilege ever accorded to an appropriation
bill is that of being reported &t any time ; but this practice permits
any measure, whatever may be the subject to which it relates or
however important the changes it works in existing laws, to be made
without notice and forced to a conclusive and final vote at the time
it is proposed. It gives to the Appropriation Committee the power
to scoop into its hopper the work of every committee and every
topic of legislation of whatever name or nature. This is in contra-
vention of every prineiple of parliamentary law. Appropriation
bills have Leen restricted by immemorial usage and practice to the
legitimate and limited purposes and objects, not of legislation, but of
specific or general appropriations of public money necessary to the
execution of established laws. If this were a reform legislature,
and intending to make a reform in the general legislation and condi-
tion of the conntry—and I am one of those that concede earnestly
and willingly that reform is demanded by all parties and all sections
of the eountry—if this Honse of Representatives intended to do this,
then it has committed a fundamental and fatal error. No such mis-
chievous rule of legislation, no such vicious system of political ac-
tion, was ever devised or pro as that which we have estab-
lished here, if it be admitted thaf it gives to the Committee on Ap-
propriations the opportunity to ingraft upon its bills all the legisla-
tion that its members may think just and proper, I will not say to
usurp, but to assume jurisdiction and final control of the duties of
almost every other committee of the House.

It is impossible for us to reform the abuses of the Government, it
is utterly ouf of human power to have an honest administration or an
honest government if this system of legislation to which I am refer-
ring shall become the established and recognized system of national
legislation. It would not surprise me at all if we shonld find the
Committee on Naval Affairs, to which the rules of the House have
committed the duty of considering and reporting npon everything
that pertains to the naval establishment of the country, seeking
through its chairman and through the chairmen of its suhcommit-
tees—humbly seeking at the hands of the Committee on Appropria-
tions an opportunity to offer the results of their deliberations and in-
vestigations as amendments to this bill.

The Committee on Naval Affairs, whether if has done its work well
or ill I caunot say, has certainly prosecuted its inquiries with great
indostry, and has brought together a mass of information such as
never has been presented to the country before in regard to the naval
establishment, which has presented and will present in the end many
volumes not only of interesting but of instructive testimony from
the most honest and intelligent men in different parts of the country
whose lives have been connected with the service—all this labor will
have been wasted, if not lost, becanse the Committee on Appropria-
tions assumes the right to take away the very basis upon which the
Committee on Naval Affairs has predicated its labors.

If this policy shall be fastened upon the Government as an estab-
lished rule of action, we may bid farewell forever to any chance or
opportunity of making an honest administration of the Government.
1t does not matter whether it fall into the hands of republicans, dem-
ocrats, or independents ; no party and no people will be able to con-
duct the aftairs of this Government independently or honestly, with
a just and proper regard to its various interests, where such nufimited
and unrestricted power is given to a single committee as has been
given by our action in this case to the Committee on Appropria-
tions. Should it be perpetnated, it will be a measure more fatal to
honest legislation than any legacy ever bequeathed by the members
of one Congress to the members of another. So much for the manner
in which this subject is presented.

Let us look, then, at the question itself. The committee proposes
to sell one, two, or three of the establishments which are known to the
country as navy-yards. It is a mere chance that Charlestown or Pen-

sacola or League Island or Mare Island are mentioned. These are
designated, and we may, if we concur in the action of the committee,
destroy them, simply becanse the gentlemen of the Committes on
Appropriations happen to be from sections of the country which have
no especial interest in these particular establishments. If I were
upon the Committee on Appropriations, of course you understand
that I wounld not propose a measure which would destroy the navy-
yard at Charlestown. There would be no dishonesty, no impropriety
in my acting in the view which I have expressed, because very nat-
urally, being from that section and knowing its capaeity, I should
then think it most unwise, as I do now think it is most unwise, most
injudicions, and even criminal, speaking of it as a measure of admin-
istrative poliey, to destroy that and possibly some other navy-yards
that are herein mentioned.

The gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REAGAX, ] who has spoken so ably
and with so much reason against the abolition of the navy-yard at
Pensacola, could not be supposed to have been inclined, or to have
consented under any circumstances whatever, to the destruction of
that yard if he had been upon the Committee on Appropriations, sim-
ply because being from that section of the Republic he would have
appreciated its importance, and for that reason would have been dis-
inclined to consent to its destrnetion.

Therefore any of the recommendations which we have from that
committee dcﬁend not so much upon the merits of the particular
propositions that are presented as upon the accidental location and
residence of the members of the commitiee. Of course I do not in-
tend to criticise or condemn the action of its members in this respect
any more than I wonld condemn my own action if I were a member
of the committee and had stood by the navy-yard at Charlestown in-
stead of proposing to abolish it, as it is now proposed to do.

This certainly is not a wise method or principle of legislative ac-
tion. A matter of this kind onght not to {J\o presented to us either as
a matter of privilege or of chanee, giving to the committee that
proposes it anthority to suspend all the rules of the House by a ma-
Jority vote and insert within its provisions any subjects of legislation
without limitation or restriction, provided only that it contains an
argumentafive or presumed reduction of expenditures, and to press
them to a final determination in a few hours. In the case before the
committee, four hours of the time allowed for general debate were
last evening given to the discussion of matters entirely disconnected
ﬁlm the principles or measures embraced in the naval appropriation

ill

It ought not to be given o a committee to make these fundamental
changes in the legislation of the country and in the administrative
establishments of the Government under such advantages, and thus
deprive us of the opportunity of a full and clear examination and
discussion of them upon their merits. I do not make any criticism at
all upon the committee; it does not enter into my mind to utter one
word of censure upon the committee for what they have done. I
only speak of the influence and effect of the position which they
ocenpy in this mg{ard and the new and perilous practice we have
established in the legislation of the country.

Let us then revert to the immediate question before the commit-
tee. What is it? It is to sell two or three,and in the end it may be
all the navy-yards now owned by the Government. Itistrue that the
language of the bill proposes to restrict the Secretary of the Navy
to an inquiry as to the expediency and best method of selling the
yards nam But this presupposes the expediency or necessity of
selling them. Its effect upon the country and upon foreign nations
will be the same as an order to sell, and it might resnlt in their sale
without imposing either npon Congress or the Navy Department any
proper responsibility for such an important step. And why, if there
18 to be an inquiry shounld it be limited to the establishments here
named ! Why shonld it not embrace all yards wherever located, and
give to the commission anthority to examine all and report those that
could best be spared and those which it would be most beneficial for
the Government to retain? Why shonld not the whole question be
submitted to the Navy Department? Indeed this ought to be the
instruction given to the Secretary, if we give him any instruction
upon this subject. If we mean merely to instruct the Secretary
oﬂ-he Navy to ingnire what naval establishments can be dispensed
with, we onght to leave the whole matter to him or the commission
he may appoint. The proposition should not embrace merely the
navy-yards at Charlestown, Pensacola, and the Pacific eoast. Let
him have the whole matter. If there is to be any inquiry, let the
whole snbject go to this commission or to the Secretary of the Navy,
who knows what sort of men to appoint in order to give this House
at the next session the full opportunity to examine the whole ques-
tion. Why should we, upon a pretense that we do not take any
aection at all, deprive the Secretary of the Navy effectually of the
opportunity of considering whether oue-half of the existing naval
establishments are worth retaining or whether they are not¥ Why
should we not open the whole field tohim ? I trust that if this com-
mittee should do anything on this questfion it will, when it comes to
that point, give unlimited instructions to the Secretary of the Navy
to inquire whether any one or all of these establishments should be
abolished. At present the proposition is in fact and effect an order
to sell certain yards specifically named, reserving an inquiry only as
to the best method of making the sale. This ought not to be, and [
hope will not be, done. |
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Now what is it that we propose to do? To sell land. If the Gov-
ernment were an individual sixty or seventy years of age, likely to
die in three or five months or years, and having heim_ among whom
its property was to be distributed, or intending to give it to some char-
itable institution, then it might be very well to settle up affairs in this
way, to convert the lands into bonds or money, and put the proceeds
where they would do the most good. But, sir, the Government is not
in this condition. This Government is here, not for months or years,
but for centuries. Itishere forathousand years. Why should it sell
its land? Why should it sell the best position in Boston harbor?
Why should it sell the military and naval position it owns at Pensa-
cola? Why, aboveall, should it sell that position on the Pacific coast
where after scientific deliberation and investigation it has planted its

naval establishment? What is to be gained E; it?

*  8ir, what member of the committee is able to tell us what will be
the necessities of the Government in five years or ten years ortwenty-
five years at any one of these points 1 ere are on the borders of
the Pacifie Ocean 500,000,000 people, a power whose ultimate devel-
opment and destiny is beyond the comprehension of man. Nobody
knows what it is to be in the future. Nobody knows what effect it
will have upon this country. Why should we tie up onr hands at the
suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy or a commission appointed
by him and deprive ourselves of the key-points upon the Pacific
coast which ultimately are to coufront and control the movements of
that part of the world, the most populous of all portions of the globe,
embracing in fact half its entire population I Who can tell us what
will be the nltimate effect of the sale of the land which the Govern-
ment now owns and has appropriated to tho nataral defenses of the
Pacifie eoast?

Mr. Chairman, (Mr. CLYMER in the chair,) you are a wise man, of
large experience, having known something of the course of local as
wrl:ﬁe as general administration. Did you ever know a university, for
example, or a charitable corporation having a little apparently un-
important land given to it by benevolent persons for benevolent
purposes, that being spurred on by thoughtless and unreflecting men
into parting with it as soon as it got it upon the supposition that it
was good for nothing and that the institution did not need it—did
you ever know one such institution that did not find after twenty-
five or fifty or one hundred years that the whole of its influence or
its very existence was dependent npon getting back that land or
its equivalent in money, if it conld? Look at Harvard University;
look at any university, orany ot her institntion of learning or charity,
that has parted with its lands in that way, and see what the effect
has been. We are acting here just as if we were a community that
had not more than ten or fifteen years’ lease of life given to it, and
that it was, therefore, necessary to close up its affairs. But it is not
so. We are acting for a people that are to endure a thonsand years,
for many thouaan% years it may be; and every step that we take in
regard to parting with these key-positions of the continent may be
fatal to our people and our country hereafter. Sir, it is a crime that
I trust we shall not commit.

We come, then, to the Charlestown navy-yard, now embraced within
the new limits of the city of . There was a time when the eity
of Boston might have been benefited by the sale of this land, but it
is not now. Boston originally had six hondred acres of land—no
more for a hundred years; and I do not know how much longer it
occupied but six hundred acres of land ; and until within four or five
years past it never covered more than three thousand acres of land.
It has reclaimed more than two thousand acres from the sea. Boston
is a city set npon sticks. Men have gone out into the deep water,
driven their piles, and brought in their filling, and made theland. It
is their creation. It has cost millions and tens of millions of dollars
to furnish a foundation for the city of Boston and to make it what
it is, a city of which this conntry ought to be proud, a city which
in any aspeet, whether you consider its social inflnence, its intellee-
tual character, the advantages of its location, the beanty of its arch-
itectnre, its beneficent influence upon eduneation, art, society, and
government, its contributions to commeree, manufactures, and the
mechanie arts, its part in the creation of the great arteries of trans-
portation and eommunnication by sea and land, its sacrifices for uni-
versal liberty, and its general industry and prosperity, is unsurpassed
by any city on the face of the earth. These people have reclaimed
the city they oceupy from the deep sen. From six hundred acres of
land they bhave made it, in point of intellectual, wsthetic, and moral
influence, one of the noblest cities of the globe.

Now, sir, & navy-yard long ago was planted on the other side of the
bay opposite the city of Boston. It is high land; Bunker Hill over-
tops tEe tri-mountain eity. It is planted upon deep water; no dredg-
ing or piling there. Tt is the best part of Boston harbor, There is no
commercial or naval position which ean rival or surpass the advan-
tages walg;:h commercial or naval vessels enjoy at the Charlestown
navy-y .

Il'yBoatun eounld have planted itself on that side of the harbor instead
of the three mountains it now oecunpies, it wonld long ago have em-
braced millions of acres within its jurisdietion withont disturbing
the surface or soundings of the deep sea. But fortune decided other-
wise. The Government in the end came to occniry that advantageous
position which Boston had so long coveted. It was obtained at a
very reasonable cost. If has served a good Rurposc. No diseredit at-
taches to the location or its institutions. The adjacent and snrround-

ing communities have grown np with it and adapted themselves to it.
They have prospered together. They are all necessary to the Gov-
ernment and the prosperity of the le. Why shonld the Govern-
ment now separate them? Why sm d Boston, that has been com-
pelled to recover from the deep sea the very land upon which she
stands, be deprived of the local and general advantages it has so long
enjoyed from her intimate and honorable connections with the Gov-
ernment, in peace and war, at that point for more than three-fourths
of acentury? Why should we sell this land? Are we to make any
money by it? When we sell land we do not get the money that we
pay when we buy it. If the Government sells the navy-yard at the
city of Boston within twenty-five years it will pay a million dol-
lars for other lands for every thousand it receives for this land. Is
there to be no navy-yard on the New England coast? Is there any
better position elsewhere? Why, then, should we sell them to buy
again? What is to be gained by it and who advises it?

There are aiihty acres now oceupied there for the varions purposes
of a naval establishment. It costs the Government nothing as a prop-
erty ; it costs the prosperous and busy communities nothing by which
it is surrounded ; it is no nse to anybody. Taxes are of no ac-
count and the interest upon the money the land is worth is of no ac-
connf, because neither taxes nor interest run against the Government.
If sold it will only take the place of other lands npon which interest
and faxes are now paid, and neither the State nor the General Gov-
ernment will be richer or stronger for the change; and after ten or
twenty years the Government will buy it back, or some other land,
and pay a million dollars for every thousand it if it sells it now.
Just so it is with Pensacola and jnst so it is with the station on the
Pacifie coast. Even taking League Island at the reputation it Lears
here with those most opposed to it, admitting that it is balf under
water, if the Government has got it and owns it the Government had
better keep it. If the city of Philadelphia had looked to its own in-
terest and regarded less the interest and the welfare of the Govern-
ment it never would have allowed Leagune Island to pass out of its
Jjurisdietion. Althongh I never set eyes npon it and know nothing
about it but what has been said here, I know that, if it is land near
the city of Philadelphia and the Government owuns it, it is good prop-
erty, and the day the Government sells it they will that day and that
hour begin to wish they could buy it back again. Sowith every one
of these places. They were chosen by wise men. They were not mere
territorial purchases forlocal and temporary objects. They were chosen
by wise men who knew the prineiples npon.which the Government
must be defended. They were selected as the key-points of the con-
tinent for this purpose.

Now it is pro d to this committee and House to sell them.
Why do yon sell them now? Who is selling landed property now ! In
the conntry where I live, among industrious and frugal mechanics, a
man who bonght a house five years ago for $1,000 and has a mortgage
for §500 on it, if he should sell it for the best he conld get and pay the
mortgage he would find that he had lost his property and was saddled
with a debt a hundred dollars or more besides. It is so everywhere.
Real estate sells for less than half its former valne. Is this, then, a
time for us to go into the market with acres of land, most valuable
for defense and for business, and force it upon an nnwilling people,
who have no disposition to buy and nothing to pay with?

Then in regard to the yard at Charlestown or Boston. Let me ask
yon whoowns it? The Government of the United States, for the pur-
m of a navye;ivard; but it is the general belief among the people

st acquainted with it that some portion of the land at least was
sold or given to the Government specifically for a navy-yard, and
that this portion, whatever it may be, would revert to heirs who are
said not to be in this eonntry, and who may have already parted with
their reversionary interest to those who may be among those nrging
the Government to sell. I have made diligent inquiry on this sub-
Jjeet within the last few hours, sinee it was bronght up here, but have
not been able to find any proof of this allegation. But it is the gene-
ral belief of the people of Charlestown. The connsel of the Govern-
ment admitted it in the hearing concerning the Fast Boston bridge.
I know perfectly well it is their belief that there are heirs living in
England who have a reversionary interest in this land, if it be aban-
doned for the purpose of a navy-yard. Are gentlemen ready to sell
this land under such circnmstances for probably less than a third of
its valne?

Admitting all that is said by the honorable gentlemen who pre-
sented this question to the committee as to the excessive debts, the
gigantic taxes, and the doubtful future of the country—admittin
all, eonfessing that our condition is even worse than they have stated,
as I believe it to be —admitting all that, is there no remedy but the
sale of the public property, and especially the landed property, these
key-points of the continent, essential to the defense of the country as
well as to the maintenance of its commerce? No,sir; there are other
means for the recuperation of the industry and the restoration of the
prosperity and the revival of the ancient integrity which distingnished
our people and its Government. And one of these meaus, ay, Mr.
Chairman, the only one—there is no other and there never will be
any other—is to bring every subject of legislation regularly and in
order before the Hounse, that it may be examined before it is acted
upon, that we may know in advance when it is to be considered, that
we may enjoy a reasonable opportunity to study the reports of the
committee presenting it, and one after the other move upon those
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questions and dispose of them understandingly, honestly, and consist-
ently with the interests of the country. That is the best and only
method of reenperation, so far as legislation is concerned ; and if the
honorable gentlemen who bave undertaken the management of the
affairs of this House, and, so far as this House is concerned, of the
Government itself, will adopt this method of legislation they will give
a joy to the people that they have not known for many a year. But
if you seek to restore their prosperity and to revive their exhansted
energies by the forced and nunrequited sale of the key-points of the
continent, the land we have obtained for the defense of our commerce
and our honor, to those who do not want it and have nothing to pay
for it, to buy again when it is gone a larger territory at a higher price
then, sir, we shall be disappointed in the result and the people will
have reason to withdraw the confidence they have bestowed upon us.

So much, sir, for that. Now what is all this for? Yes, sir; what
is it all about? Well, I donot know. But here [turning to page 3 of
the bill]is a suspicious and dark-looking low-decked schooner, with
rakish masts and narrow beams, as if built for speed rather than
strength, her prow directed toward “a naval rendezvous” at Tybee
Island or at Cockspur Island, in the State of Georgia, “a naval ren-
dezvous” that at present at'least has no existence, Now, sir, is there
any necessity for cstablishing this “naval rendezvons” in the State of
Georgin? If we are so destitute and desperate that we must sell the
Pacific coast, Bunker Hill, the defensive positions of the Gulf of Mex-
ico, and every prominent point in the country heretofore identified
with greater men and greater events even than those with whom we
have been associated ; if there is any imperative and immediate ne-
cessityfor the “ naval rendezvons” in the neighborhood of Tybee and
Cockspur Islands in order that this suspicious eraft that I thonght I
saw in the offing silently and even stealthily moving in the direction
of the State of Georgia may find it, conld we net wait a little? Is it
possible that the gentleman from ia, [Mr. BLoUNT,] who pre-
sents this bill, has no other conception in regard to it than that itis
to lead to a new “naval rendezvous” in the State of Georgia?

They may say it is only “a rendezvous!” What is a rendezvons?
It is a place where there is a general meeting for general and well-
understood pn ; and if Leaguo Island, which the gentleman
from Pennsylvania says kas the incomparable advantage of being
half under water—if Leagune Island is an advantage to the country
that requires an appropriation of forty or fifty million dollars here-
after, what security have we that this “rendezvous” at Cockspur,
or Tybee Islands, in the State of Georgia, may not cost the Gov-
ernment in the next twenty-five years forty or fifty million dollars
more? Will the hovorable gentleman from Georgia, [ Mr. BLoUxNT, ]
who reported this bill, give us a guarantee, backed by his unques-
tioned responsibility, that the Government shall be put to no cost by
this? Why, sir, shonld we be required to strike down Bunker IIill,
to sell it to the enemy it may possibly be, in order to establish such
a rendezvous at Cockspur, or Tybee Islant'la, in the State of Georgia?

There was a man named John Adawms, a citizen of Massachusetts,
associated as Vice-President with George Washington, and the second
President of the United States. It is to Mr. Adams we owe the
foundation of our Navy. There were among public men in this coun-
try in his time, as now, many who did not greatly admire a naval
system, and did not much encourage the foundation of a naval estab-
lishment, for very reasons, no donbt. But Mr. Adams, having
fixed his resolute and determined mind upon the idea of a naval es-
tablishment, had the strength to bring Con and the people of
the conntry to support it; and one of the earliest naval stations was
fixed at Charlestown, in the State of Massachusetts, now a prosperous
and flourishing part of the city of Boston.

Why did they take Charlestown for one of the first navy-yards?
Becanse, sir, it was in a section of country where the people first gave
their attention to the sca. In the State-house at Boston, in the honse
of representatives, a honse nnlike this, where the natural light and
air of heaven somctimes enter, where the sentiments of the people
are well and truly represented, just in front of the speaker, as if
waiting an opportunity to do that which we all most diligently seck
to do—to cateh the Bpeaker’s eye at important moments—there hangs,
swimming in air, the well-mounted efligy of a gigantic codfish, sug-
gesting the origin and giving a typical representation of what is called
there ¥ the codfish aristocracy.” It is kept constantly in the eye of
legislators to admonish them that they owe their prosperity, their lib-
erty, and their honor to the codfish and the deep-sea fisheries. It was
no vulgar origin; there is many an aristocrat in this and other coun-
tries w%:) has not as respectable an ancestry as that. The codfish was
the m'iginal source not only of their means of sustenance but the
basis of the industry and commerce of that portien of the country in
its early settlement and unltimately in no inconsiderable measure of
the whole country.

In the ancient and honorable town of Medford, of the distriet which
Irepresent,and but two or three miles from Charlestown, was lannched
one of the first vessels built on this continent. The Dutch people in
New York and the southern people in Virginia built other vessels about
the same time, it may be a lfttla earlier or alittle later. But certainly
one of the earliest and best vessels built on the Aflantic coast was
constructed by the colonists at Medford in 1630 or 1631, and named,
with religions ceremonies and with the prayers of the people, * The
Blessing of the Bay.” It was the blessing of fhe bay. It bronght
{hem sustenance and kept them alive. Little by little they grew so
as to be able to chase and capture a nobler game. They followed

the whale into Hudson Bay and the northern oceans. Their chiv-
alrons and trinmphant chase of this gigantic game of the sea drew
from Edmund Burke that most remarﬁa.ble and eloquent meed of
praise which he bestowed upon the people of New England for the
success of their whaling industry.

A liftle later the vessels that had been built upon the Atlantic
coast fonnd their way into the Indian Ocean, and carried the manu-
factures of Massachnsetts into the crowded empires of the East, where
by their snperiority they drove the English manufactures out of the
eastern markets. They owed to that little vessel built at Medford,
in the neighborhood of the navy-yard at Charlestown—that little ves-
sel which they reverently and wisely called The Blessing of the
Bay—all their prosperity and power. It was the offspring of that
vessel that forced upon the world American cottons, and which in
turn gave to the cotton States a market for theirstaple product. We
put more of the raw material, which was abundant, into the product
of our looms than English manufacturers conld give, and it secured
for us the markets so essential to our manufacturing industry and to
the increase of the cotton erop. It was “The Blessing of the Bay”
that did it.

Af a later period it was the means of establishing the ice trade,
taking an article which nobody believed could ever %e of any value
whatever, and making it as well the basis of an extended and
{:msmmus commerce and a source of revenue fo the State and a

lessing to all nations, William Gray, Theodore Lyman, Frederick
Tndor, and other merchants, who were the precarsors of Francis
Lowell and the mechanics assopiated with him in the organization
of the American system of manufactures, must forever be numbered
among the founders of the commercial and induostrial prosperity of
the conntry. It was no donbt in part for these reasons. as well as on
account of the advantages of its situation, that John Adams and the
patriots of that day selected Charlestown, in the vicinage of Boston,
as the site of one of the earliest of our navy-yards. It had the best
water; it was upon high and rising ground; it was in the midst of
a prosperous and industrious people; they found there the best ship-
wriihta in the world and the best sailors that ever plowed the sea.

The first Napoleon paid only a just compliment to New England
sailors when he said that while Frenchmen were the best soldiers
that ever stood upon the land, the Americans were the best sailors
that ever floated upon the sea. The sailors of Marblehead, who are
represented by my friend here of the Gloucester district, [ Mr. THOMP-
80N, ] gave chase to Dritish cruisers and captured them in the very
month of the British Channel. -

The mechanics of the navy-yard at Charlestown built the Constitn-
tion and the Guerriere and the thirty or forty vessels which carried our
flag trinmphantly over every sea during the great struggle with Great
Britain, a struggle that no infant state like ours ever before made
with such success against a power that had never before been meas-
ured and conquered, a State which Mr. Webster correctly and truly
described when he said that “it was a power to which Rome in the
days of her glm-g was unequal, whose morning-drum beat, follow-
ing the sun, and keeping company with the hours, encircled the earth
daily with one continuous strain of the martial airs of England.”

The mechanices of that neighborhood built the Constitution and the
Guerriere and the other majestic floating batteries that humbled the
power of Great Britain npon the sea, ' They were built by mechanics
who were residents, rnlers, and defenders of the little communities
of the Atlantic coast ranging all the way from Maine to New York,
and farther sonth, if you please, to Virginia and the Carolinas and
Georgin, It was forsuch reasons that Charlestown had been selected
and is yet maintained as the site of one of the best navy-yards to be
found in any part of the world.

Now, what has Charlestown done that she should be deprived of the
memento left of those glorions days and great men? Look at her
Dbistory. 1t might be deemed perhaps invidious to recall even the
names of its citizens who were among the chief figures in the mov-
ing panorama of the world during the hundred years just closed.
There were Lexington, Concord, and Charlestown within a circle
whose radius is less than five miles, Lexington, Concord, and Bunker
Hill! Who can forget them? Who can cease to remember what we
owe to the men whose patriotism and prowess have led to the glories
which we now enjoy in common with the rest of the world?

Shall we strip Bunker Hill of that establishment which was in-
tended as a memento and monument of earlier enterprise and sue-
cess and the instrnment of later if not ter achievements ! Shall
we deprive Lexin%::on and Concord of this honorable recognition of
past services which the Government of the United States gave to this
section three-quarters of a centnry ago because it deserved it and
could best nse 17 I think this committee will searcely do that. No,
sir; let Bunker Hill stand; let her try her chances and test her destiny,
whatever it may be, in the century that is to come. Let her contem-

late what she has been and what she is, and not be made to hang

er head with shame when she remembers that an American Honse
of Representatives, the first parliamentary assembly in the world,
has {lﬁEr‘ived her of the recognition of patriotic services and the chap-
let of honor that our fathers accorded her. Let those now engaged
in labor for their bread and that of their children for weary hours at
stinted pay bear constantly in sight the flag which floats above them,
a perpetual reminder of the glories of the past and the hopes of the
futhre; of the virtnes of their fathers sm({) their mothers; for there
were then mothers as well as fathers of the country.
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I am sure I need not ask the committee to consider well what will
be the effect of any such action as this. S8ir, my heart wonld pour
itself out in tears if I believed that while I was a member of this
House its honorable Speaker would ever be called upon to append
his name to a bill whic}[:e should be a chart of dishonor for Bunker
Hill; and for what? For a few dollars in irredeemable currency as
a compensation for land improvidently sold, which no man can say
will be worth twenty-five cents on the dollar five or ten years hence.
[Laughter.]

Mr. Chairman, you may think this is a mere expression of local or
personal feeling ; that my sincerity and warmth are not natnral and
sincere. But it is an error, Sir, in the twenty years I have been off
and on a member of this House, I have often spoken in moments of
great excitement when strong appeals were made. I have seen in-
cidents and events that were ecaleulated to blanche with fear the
cheeks of the boldest and bravest men. I have been called to speak
honest words, sometimes of denunciation, sometimes of argnment,
sometimes of appeal. But never in any moment did I speak upon a
snbject or an occasion that more closely tonched the inner recesses of
my heart than now, when I appeal to the committee for the honor of
Bunker Hill, Lexington, and Concord, identified with the best days
and the best men and the greatest events of onr history or the history
of the world. I speak not merely for the people of the New England
villages, a few hundred men ang women, but the people all around,
the descendants of the “embattled farmers” who with their muskets
upon their shonlders stepped into the line of action and of dnt({.
For these people I appeal to this conimittee tolet Bunker Hill stand;
or if there be an oceasion for its dishonor, let ns take another occa-
sion than the centennial year 1876 to do that deed or discharge that
duty. [Earnest and long-continued applause. ]

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, after the elognent
appeal made by the distingnished gentleman from the Charlestown
district, [ Mr. BANKS,] it may perhaps seem useless for me to nttemPt
to say anything upon the subject which has been presented to the
House in the three propositions which are before us. Yet, Mr. Chair-
man, I propose to say a few words in order that I may lay before the
House some facts which it should consider in disposing of the prop-
osition to sell the Charlestown navy-yard.

This yard in the bill of the Commitiee on Appmﬁlrtiona is pro-
posed to be disposed of. The Committes on Naval irs have pre-
sented a proposition to keep in active general nse the navy-yards at
Kittery, Charlestown, Brooklyn, and Norfolk; to use the navy-yards
at Pensacola and Mare Island for general purposes of repair; and to
recede the navy-yards at New London and League Island. But the

gentleman from New York, [Mr. WiLL1s,] who addressed the com-
mittee to-day, proposes another and a different disposition of the
navy-yards. He proposes to sell the Charlestown yard, to close those

at Kittery and Pensacola, and to have only two navy-yards in the
country : one at Brooklyn, near his own home, and the other on the

Pacific coast. Here are three propositions; and all three of these

})ropoaitiom have sprung into existence within the last few days, for
maintain upon this floor that, so far as the Naval Committee have
had anything to do with this subject, these propositions have never
been heard of within the doors of the committee-room for discussion
or deliberation until within the past three days. In all our peregrina-
tions over the land no testimony has been taken by any committee
or any member of it in my hearing upon the subject of selling any
navy-yard in this country.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am a resident of Massachusetts—not, how-
ever, particularly interested in the Charlestown navy-yard. I live
south of Boston ; and I believe that within the last two years there
have been but three persons at work in the Charlestown navy-yard
from the district which I represent. I have therefore no particular
interest in that yard ; and notwithstanding the remarks of my eol-
leagne who has just taken his seat, I am inclined to the opinion that
the interests of Boston do not particularly require that that navy-
yard should be preserved. I am not sure that the commercial inter-
ests and the wealth of Boston would not be subserved by converting
that navy-yard into sites for other kinds of business. It hasa grand
water-front; it is in the center of that city ; it has many advantages
for commercial purposes. Therefore, when I speak upon thissubject,
I am not speaking either from personal interest or from what I deem
to be the monetary interests of the community within which that
navy-yard is situated, But, sir, I speak of this as a navy-yard which
in the past has rendered incaleulahle service. My eloguent friend
has told you of the ships of former times built at that yard and which
have reflected honor upon the State and the country; and I may,
without giving offense I believe to any man, point to the ships built
in that yard within the last fifteen years which made their mark and
told in the interests of their conntry. The navy-yard at Charlestown
during the late rebellion was active in all its departmentsin bringing
forth iron-clads and wooden ships of all classes. Thousands of men
were successfully employed in that yard during that unhappy period.
That this navy-yard during that time—and the object of these re-
marks is to lay before the House the facilities and advantages which
that yard now has, and to present if I can some of the reasons why it
should not be sold or destroyed—that this navy-yard during that
period was useful to the conniry no man will deny.

What have we gathered there? What have the people of the
United States pnt in that yard which for naval purposes may here-

after be yseful? The only great cordage establishment which the
United States Government owns isin the navy-yard at Boston. That
establishment for the manufacture of cordage of all kinds and every
size is equal to any in the country to-day; and I suppose I might say
withont vanity that it is supemior to almost any in the country. It
is ready to start its machinery to-morrow and produce cordage of the
first class. My friend from New York [Mr, WiLLIs] may point to his
navy-yard, over which he rejoices, and may fail to find elsewhere
anything like it.

r. WILLIS. I wish to correct the gentleman. He refers to the
Brooklyn navy-yard as belonging to “ihe gentleman from New York.”
That is a great mistake, If the interestsof the country could be sub-
served by the sale of that yard I would cheerfully vote for it.

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. From the manner of my friend's
speech, I ought to be excused for the error. X

Furthermore the navy-yard at Charlestown 8 a rolling-mill
capable of converting scrap-iron of all kinds into every description
of rolled iron used in the Navy, with the exception perhaps of the
large armor iron nsed on iron-clads. It Eommu a forging-shop of
great dimensions and capacity. This, I think, is not common to all
the yards. In the late visit of the committee to that yard we were
told by engineers and men familiar with the subject that the yard
had the machinery and all the facilities for constructing in every
part the largest steam-engines which could be put into any ship of
war. In passing through that machine-shop and examining the ma-
chinery there, I was of opinion that those who claimed it to be the
finest machine-shop in this country were not in error. In the large
machine-shops of Charlestown are to be found the most perfect and
the largest engines for working iron that can be found in any ma-
chine-shop belonging to the Government of the United States. What
else is there at that yard? Vast accumulations of timber of all kinds
stored in wooden and stone buildings, large docks, wet docks, filled
with the timber which the Government has seen fit (in its wisdom, I
think) to accumulate and to store up for futnre needs.

Mr. Chairman, destroy that navy-yard at Charlestown; offer it for
sale, as my friend from New York suggests, bocause it is in a large
city, and the land will bring a good price, and then undertake to re-
move the material which that navy-yard contains. In the first month
of your operations yon will lose by the destruction of property more
than the whole price the navy-yard would bring. We have witnessed
such destruction at the Philadelphia navy-yard; we have seen what
came of destroying ome navy-yard; and, so far as I am concerned, I
hope never to witness the destruction which will follow the removal
of another.

Mr. Chairman, the navy-yard at Chatlestown includes within its
limits to-day a vast amount of wealth. The dry-dock of granite, equal
fo that in the New York yard—commenced in the days of John Quincy
Adams and finished in the days of Andrew Jackson—would cost to-day
hundreds of thousands of dollars to construet. It is in perfect eon-
dition, ready and able to receive the largest ship that floats. The
proposition is to sell it; why I do not know. Whence the proposi-
tion emanates I scarcely know.

Mr. Chairman, these navy-yards were not made for times of peace.
These great accumulations of wealth and material and power were
not gathered together for times of peace. They were put there in order
that this country might be able in time of war to meet any enemy it
might have to contend with upon the sea. League Island to-day is
not in condition to receive and cug{mr a ship of fifty tons. There is,
to be sure, an immense wooden dry-dock near the navy-yard there ; nt
it is not now in condition for service, and nobody will pretend that if is.
There is a ship-house, lately removed from the Philadelphia navy-
yard, standing upon piles seven feet above the ground, and which
never can be nsed until there shall be placed under it a stone founda-
tion and the piles removed. The navy-yard at New York, great as
that yard is, is to-day a hospital for old hulks unworthy to tloat upon
the sea. 16 is in no better condition this hour to meet the require-
ments of war than the navy-yard at Boston.

My friend from New York [ Mr. WiLLIS] has discussed the question
of the Navy, and I will say remarks the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania [Mr. KELLEY] made this evening were correct as to the ac-
quaintance of gentlemen with naval affairs. Why, so far as 1 am
concerned, I was placed on that committee I never learned, and the
profundity of the ignorance of the gentleman from New York in re-
spect to naval affairs is only excelled by my own. He has given no
reasons why the navy-yard at Charlestown should be sold. He has
told us why the navy-yard at New York shounld be preserved, that it
is in the center of a great city, while he speaksof other cities in which
navy-yards are sitnated as little country villages. Boston is a little
country village and yet the navy-yard there is equal to that of New
York. He proposes to sell it and yet the Brooklyn navy-yard is the
only one he has ever visited, on his own confession.

While the little village of Boston does not ecompare with the great
city of New York, si.i]lgI think the gentleman from New York may
learn a little about naval affairs if he will spend a few hounrs in the
Charlestown navy-yard; something about the demands of the Gov--
ernment and something about the building of ships of war. He may
understand something, too, of what it is to accumulate vast amounts
of property and have it ready and in condition for use at any moment.

Now, I care nothing personally on the subject of the Charlestown
navy-yard. I have no personal interest in it. I do not believe the
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ple of my State are particularly benefited by it. I dosay if there
s a community in the country, with the exception of that in and
around the city of New York, capable from experience, capable from
habit, successfully to perform labor and do work in a navy-yard, that
community is within twenty miles of the city of Boston including
the city in its limits. Where will you find better skilled mechanics
in the construction of machinery than there! Where will you find
men belter acquainted with the construction of ships than there, or
even all the way from the British ions down to Cape Cod? A

large portion of the people residing on the southeastern coast of Mas-
mlimmtta between ton and Cape Cod are learned and skilled in
the art of ship-building.

Mr. Chairman, there is one subject to which I desire to eall the at-
tention of this Honse, and in that I think 1 shall agree with the gen-
tleman from New York. He remarked that our navy-yards are silenf,
that our machinery is still, that we are doing nothing. Yes, granted;
and yet we are keeping by our contract system some great private
establishment of the country employed in the manufacture of steam-
engines, iron plating, and in building and repairing hulls for the
Navy of the United States. It is a system pernicious, wasteful, and
extravagant. We have had occasion lately to know by our examina-
tion that the Charlestown navy-yard has been called upon to farnish
to private contractors the timber from its ship-houses and iron and
copper from its store-houses, and that a ship of war was being built
within sight of the navy-yard under private contract, while the skilled
mechanics, the skilled workmen which the United States should keep
in its employ were idle or seeking other employment,

Give the navy-yards the legitimate work which belongs to the con-
struction of our Navy, and you have navy-yards enough in the conn-
try to do the work. Their eapacity is not what if shonld be. They
should be building two ships of war in every navy-yard of the United
States to-day, and we shonld keep on building them. We shounld keep
in full repair all other ships worthy of going to sea. To do that re-
quires more than the New York navy-yard. A little help mnight be
rendered by Boston and Pensacola and a great deal by Norfolk and
Mare Island navy-yards, £

I hope, Mr. Chairman, this proposition will not meet with any favor
in the House, and that the navy-yards, if they are to be sold and dis-

of, will be sold and disposed of after some deliberation, after
some investigation by competent men. I hope this proposition will
not be forced through the House of Representatives upon a bill which
came into existence within one week from the time when it is to be
finally passed upon by the Representatives of the people.

PROTECTION OF AMERICAN LABOR.

Mr. WALLACE, of Pennsylvania. . Mr. Chairman, that the manu-
facturing interestsof the country are fearfuly depressed ; that a large
percentage of our furnaces and mills and factories and workshops
are silent and still, and that a million and more of laborers, many of
whom are skilled workmen, are without employment and know not
where to get bread for themselves and families, are facts admitted and
recognized by gentlemen on both sides of this House, That the peo-
ple are looking toward and expecting Congress, if possible, to dosome-
thing to revive the business of the country, restore confidence, and
relieve the pressing wants of the people, are also admitted facts. The
remedy for all those ills, so far proposed, is a dose of finance, and the
amonnt to be administered ranges from an inflated bolus commensu-
rate with the powers of deglutition, down to an infinitesimal pellet
of contraction. After careful and attentive consideration of the many
and conflicting prescriptions suggested, each claiming to be an infalli-
ble panacea, 1 am forced to the conclusion that the case is not well
understond. ) .

Lord Brongham, when interrogated as to what he understood by
the Schleswig-Holstein question answered, that there were but two
men who ever comprehended that subject; one man knew and had
told him, but that the man who knew had died, and he had forgot-
ten what the man had told him. Now, gir, it does appear to me that
the man who understood this finance question practically, and who
fully comprehended the sitnation of the conutry and who knew how
by direct legislation on the finance question to revive the industrial
interests of the land, to relieve the pressing wants of the laboring-
men, and restore confidence among the peoglo, died some time ago
and forgot to tell any man how it was to be done.

It is an easy matter to constrnet plausible and high-sounding theo-
ries of finance, and every man in Con and out of it has one; but
when you come to nl:f:ly those theories practically, to meet the present
condition of affairs, difficulties confront you at ev‘er{:tep. The pro
osition to issue an indefinite amount of greenbacks sufficient, it is
asked, to meet the business wants of the country, is a proposition of
great latitude and should be accepted with much caution. An essen-
tial element in a sound eurrency is stability of value, and a currency
which rests solely uﬂtl)n credit, and which is but a promise to pay
without ability to fulfill the promise, must necessarily fluctuate in
value, and being unstable itself, must in a greater or less degree un-
settle all values and render uncertain and insecure all kinds of busi-
ness; and thelarger the inflation the greater the fluctnation, and the
greater the liability to business derangements.

I would be glad to see the time come when what we call a dollar
would mean a dollar, and not a promise to pay, and am in faver of a
return to a specie basis at the earliest day that is practicable and pos-
sible, but am opposed to a forced resumption, which would in my

judgment be impossible to maintain, and which would certainly bring
distress and rnin upon the industries of the whole country. More
than one year has elapsed since the bill was passed fixing the time
for resumption, and 1 would ask gentlemen upon this floor what prog-
ress and preparation have we made to meet the requirements of
snch an exigency? The prospects for resumption on the 1st of Jan-
uary, 1879, are more unfavorable to-day than they were one year ago.
The amount of coin in the Treasory of the United States to-day
available for that pu is & mere nominal sum. Many of the ad-
vocates of that bill, as well as the Secretary of the Treasury, tacitly
admit that their expectations have not beenrealized and that the act
fixing the time for specie resumption was a mistake. Then if we can-
not resume by the time fixed, why allow this resumption act to re-
main suspended over the heads of the manufacturing and business
men of the country like the sword over the head of Damocles, threat-
ening and ready to fall at any moment ? - I am clearly of the opinion
that we ought to repeal the clanse of that act fixing the time for re-
sumption, and I am well convinced that a 1 majority of this
House are of the same opinion. If by our legislation we have nof
been able to retain in our country the gold taken from onr mines, how
can we expect to retain the foreign gold which we purpose to pur-
chase with our bonds? It cannot be done.

With our large indebtedness abroad, requiring so large an amount
of gold to pay the interest on onr bonds; with the balance of trade
against us, averaging over £100,000,000 annnally, it is utterly impos-
sible to resume spocie payment with this condition of affairs existing,
either on the 1st of Janunary, 1879, or at any other time.

To relieve the manufacturing and industrial interests of the coun-
try, and to restore confidence and prosperity to the people, I propose
three things:

First, repeal the clanse fixing the time for resumption, and thus re-
lieve the mauufacturers of the impending dread of the results of a
forced resnmption, and then let the curreney question alone, and al-
low the laws of trade and commerce to regnlate the time when specie
resumption ean be maintained without too severe ashock upon the
business of the conntry.

Second, prohibit banks from paying interest on deposits and en-
force and increase the penalties for charging illegal rates. Banks pay
6 per cent. on deposits, and consequently have {o discount at rates of
12 and 14 per cent. No manufacturing or other business ean be eon-
ducted snccessfully and pay such extortionate rates for money.

Third, instead of reducing our present rates of tariff duties, as pro-
posed by the bill now reported to the House and gotten up in the in-
terests of British manufacturers and free-traders and importers of
foreign goods into onr country, I wounld increase the duties npon all
products and manufactures which we ean produce and manufacture
at home. The time has come when we must direct our attention
more to the interest and welfare of the many, the laboring class of
society, and not so much to the few, the money-ch.‘mFers and im-
[:rters of foreign fabrics and the stock-jobbers of Wall street. La-

r constitntes the wealth of a nation, and, therefore, shonld receive
that careful and earnest consideration of the law-making power of a
nation which its importance demands. When you sum up this ques-
tion of finance, which so troubles, distracts, and befogs the minds of
the people, it resolves itself into simply the measures affecting the
labor of the conntry, and the question of labor means the question
of protection to American industries.

Is it not a wise policy for every nation to protect her own indus-
tries? A nation to become great must become independent, and to
become independent must rely mainly, if not solely, npon her own
internal resources. Notonly her independence, but her civilization, de-
pends upon the development of the resources within her own territory.

It has been said that the amount of coal consumed by a nation,
being given, affords a fair measure by which to judge of her civili-
zation, for the reason that coal is the chief aliment of manufactur-
ing industries, and the amount consumed represents the development
of the manufacturing interests of the people, upon which the wealth,
the prosperity, the greatness, the graudeur, and the independence of
a nation depend. No society homogeneous in character, with homo-
geneity of labor, ever has achieved or ever can achieve national great-
ness or national distinction. Extent and variety of manufactures de-
velop trade and commerce and create a steady and reliable home mar-
ket for the products of the soil, so that all departments of industry are
benefited and the people contented and prosperous; and with pros-
perity and accumulation of wealth, the fine arts, literature, and
science find enconragement; so that just in proportion to the differ-
entiation of labor does society more and more perfect its organiza-
tion and the people rise higher and higher in the scale of eiviliza-
tion. Great Britain, under the fostering care and high protective
policy of her government, built. np and extended and diversified her
manufacturing interests till her labor-saving machinery became so
varied, so immense, and complete that she aspired to the prond pre-
eminence of making her workshops the workshops of the world,
her consumption of coal being so far in excess of any other nation
on the globe that to-day she claims to stand first in rank among the
civilized nations of the world.

If, then, the consumption of coal by a nation be a measure of its
actnal civilization, then the coal area of a nation onght to be a meas-
ure of its potential eivilization. The United States, having a larger
coal area than the world besides, under wise and comprehensive leg-
islation ought to march to the front and take the first place in the
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rank of civilized nations. Inextent and variety of minerals, in mag-
nitude of national domain, in fertility of soil and its adaptation fo
the growth of almost every variety of products, in saluority of cli-
mate, and in external and internal facilities for commerce we stand
without a peer among the nations of the earth.

In my judgment this question of protection to American labor is
the great question before the American people to-day. It rests on
the nnquestioned principle inherent in nations as well as in individ-
uals, the right of self-preservation. It is upon this principle that
Congress, the Iaw-makmg. power of the United States, has the right
to make and enforce tariff laws, Inever understood by what principle
of right and justice one nation could impose and collect duties npon
the importation of products and manufactures of another nation for
the purpose of raising revenue to meet the expenses of the state; but
when imposed to Yrotect its own industries the principle becomes

lain and intelligible and the question of revenue becomes incidental.
fn this country, where we have a large public domain and which is
accessible to every one, men will not toil from morning to night for a
mere subsistence, and should not, for that can be obtained by the
culture of a few acres of land with much less labor. Besides, it should
not be the policy of this great and free Government toimpoverish the
laboring class of society. The mechanic and laborer should receive
fair and remunerative wages, so that they may be able to surround
themselves with many of the comforts of life and to educate their
children, so as to fit them for the better discharge of the high and re-
sponsible duties incumbent upon them as citizens of the United States.

I do not accept the constabulary idea of government, that it is but
a police arrangement for the punishment of offenders of the law and
the enforcement of contracts. These are but the lower functions
of government. The end of government is the good of the peogsla,
and that government is best administered when the greatest good is
done to the greatest number. Ours is pre-eminently a government
of the people, for the people, and by the people. Wise legislation
should and will look to the welfare of the whole, and not to the par-
ticanlar interests of a few, and whenever legislation departs from this
sound principle of public policy the state becomes weakened. Each
and every citizen shounld feel that his interests and happiness are as
well cared for as can possibly be done, having a proper regard for the
general welfare of the whole. Feeling that he has this care and con-
sideration bestowed upon him, he manifests a just pride in his govern-
ment and becomes strongly attached to its interests and gerpetuity,
and the state thereby becomes strong in all its parts. Whenever a
government fails to throw her protecting care over any class of her
citizens and allows them to suffer hardships that might be relieved,
she thereby alienates that class from herself and becomes weaker just
in proportion to the numbers and to the extent of the alienation.

ith cheap money and cheap labor of the Old World the European
manufacturer can bring his wares and fabrics to our very doors and
undersell ns at home, putting out the fires of our own workshops,
impoverishing our own laborers and mechanics, and diminishing the
wealth of the nation. We have to-day in our country one million
and a half of men out of employment, and a large proportion of
them skilled laborers, who ovght and could each earn at least one
dollar per day, so that one million and a half of dollars are daily lost
to the country. To remedy this seems to me to be the great finan-
eial problem to be solved.

The only way to accomplish this object is to direct our legislation
to the promotion of the general welfare of the country by the devel-
opment and the protection of our own industries, or, in other words,
we must make and sell more and buyless. The people understand
this question better than we do, and are determined to be heard on
this matter, and woe be to that party which x:oes itself in antago-
nism fo this t and momentous question of American policy. Iam
glad tfo find that the press all over the land are discussing this ques-
tion with much interest. The Chicago Inter-Ocean, one of the ablest
conducted papers in the counfry, speaking on this subject a few days
ago, 8ays :

The le of every section and every party must soon be convinced that relief
to the finances of this country can come only through the development of every
form of uetive resources. Precisely to the extent that the national policy has
de from that rule and snbstituted discounragements and antagonisms for that

enerous recognition and ample protection which every nation owes to the indus-
Erles and business of its people, has the course of things gone wrong. In 1872 Con-
gress found the country so gma?oroua that it gave away the rovenues with a free
and almost destructive hand. It abolished import duties yielding thirty millions
rdie oy whal. kg oyt ek oo Pt b i
was goo]:ip but the act W‘Rl?"‘)ld; the relief came chictly to nmp“in
oreign countries who had no other warket equal toonr own. The following state-
ed i Sighey ullloms withte s Yeara, et 6his £ MEETCRALS paring duky ol
off ne:rnl two I millions in lg"l?%m its amount ﬁﬂ;ﬁ {:Iﬂo hs%re opst;nad
lheﬂooeiptmoffxmimport&ﬁan. as we shall see, at quite too heavy a cost:

Imports in the fiscal years of 1869 fo 1875.

It will be seen that we have given np our markets to foreigners with a freedom
that could scarcely fail to drain us of gold, All these imports are paid for in golil ;
and, when their aggregate rses to $30.1,617,147 in one year, as in 1572-'73, it is rea-
sonable to expect prostration to follow. Since the falal reductions of {he several
acts of 1872, we have imported an average of more than six hundred millions yearly,
and have let one-third of {his vast aggregate come in free of duty. It did not need a
prophet to predict paralysis and bankruptey as certain to follow on such events,

This presents a correet view of the chief cause which has so nearly
overwhelmed the country in financial distress and industrial ruin.
During the last ten years our imports have exceeded our exports
$1,100,000,000. Is it strange, then, that we have to-day one million
and a half of men pleading and beigging for work and the country
becoming impoverished? Not at all.

I have compiled a table showing the values of a few leading arti-
cles of importation into the United States for the last three fiscal
years ending June 30, 1875:

Articles. 1873, 1874. 1875. Total.
Chemicals and drugs............ 1§25, 226, 138 1823, 041,122 |§29, 041,122 | §70, 368, 352
Clothing .. -...ivusiissbeiiasibinns 8,531,161 | 7,009,996 | 7,455 569 | 23,076, 726
Cotton, mannfacturesof ........ 20, 752,116 | 23, 572, 610 | 22,790,337 | 76, 115, i3
Earthenware and china. ........ 6,015,925 | 4,882,355 | 4,235,210 | 15, 163, 490
Fancy articles, perfumery, &o ..| 5,336,473 | 6,920, 524 | 6,005 040 | 18, 331,937
Flax, manufactores of ..........| 20, 428 301 | 17,472,755 | 16, 603, 242 | 54, 504. 398
(Glass and glass-ware eea| 7,420,044 | 6,257,004 | 5805115 | 19,453, 123
Hides and 8Kins. .......ooevesses 17,398, 612 | 16,444, BT7 | 18, 536,002 | 52, 380, 391
Iron, pig, railroad, chains, &e.,

including steel raila. ......... | 44,260, 441 | 21,506, 716 | 10, 463, 040 | 76, 921, 097
8ilk, maoufactares of. .......... , 835, 867 | 23,906, TR2 320,923 | 78,213,572
Steel, cutlery, saws, &e.........| 14,648, 013 | 12, 196,930 | & 671,793 | 33, 516, 736
Spirits and winea . .......cc..a.. 9,258,469 | B 636,460 | 7 769, 235, 664, 465
Wool, unmanufactured. .........| 20,433,038 | 8 250,306 | 11,071,250 | 39, 755, 503
Carpets, worsted dress-goods, 50, 462, 775 | 46, 378, 070 | 43, 925,143 | 140, 766, 197

Iﬂmm-m Im,an,m\m,m.m

Here we have the figures, showing that in three years, during panic
times, that of a few leading articles, which we should have produced
and manufactured at home, we bave imported to the amount of
§726,281,670, while our own mills and factories and workshops Liave
been standing comparatively idle. Is this the kind of poliey that
gentlemen on this floor wish to adopt? Will such a policy resnlt in
national greatness and national independence 1

One fact, sir, is worth a dozen of theories; and the great fact that
to-day stands ont before the world, illustrating the soundness of the

rotective policy, is the financial and industrial condition of France.

ut a few years ago, when the victorious German army marched up
to the gates and into the city of Paris, and compelled that proud
nation to capitnlate, Bismarck imposed an indemnity npon the nation
of $1,000,000,000 in gold. Bismarek intended to impoverish the
French peoFIa to the extent that they could not give Germany any
more trouble for a generation to come, What has been ihe result?
France increased her duties on importations, and on many articles
the duties amounted to an entire prohibition, and at once put her
wheels and hammers and spindles in operation all over the land, and
the resulf has been that France has paid the indemnity imposed, and
to-day has more gold and silver in her coffers than any nation in the
world ; and her exports, during the last fiscal year, have amounted
to over $300,000,000. Her exports have exceeded her imports over
$100,000,000 annually, while ours have been directly the reverse,
She has become rich, while we have become poor. Other illustrations
of the reverse of this policﬁy ean be found in the present condition of
India, Porttt;ﬁal. Turkey, Egypt, Peru, and some other nations, which
have adopted the opposite, or free-trade d‘{;olicy. These nations have
become impoverished, weak, and dependent, and to-day their com-
merce is not worth looking after.

It has been said that our tariff is higher than that of any nation of
Eunrope. This is not a fact; and I am indebted to my friend Dr.
Young, of the Bureau of Statistics, for the f:r]lowin%tab]e, giving the
rates of tariff on iron and steel in France, Austria, Russia, and ltaly.
I have not chosen these two articles because the duties on them were
higher than on other articles, but because they represented two lead-
ing articles of commerce, and gave the general rates of tariff in those
countries :

Statement showing the European tariffs on iron, steel, §.

Years. Free. Paying duty.
.............................................. £46, 550, 965 | 8415, 817, 62
B e e e L e 57, 837, 761 483, 635, 847

. A - 61,010, 902 579, 327, B64
.............................................. 166, 296, 821 497, 320, 326
Rk ia en bl b b e o b e s a ] LT 10,006,668 | 1415, 99%, 580
.............................................. 167, 180, 614 . 386, 725, 500

Classes of iron and steel. France, Austria. Russia. Italy.

.| §11 BT to 815 00 $12 50 |$17 08to 824 59 | 80 16

11 87 1750 | 17 0Bto T4 17| 9 16

7 50 593 | M 00122 02| 9 16

15 93 R0 00 | 122 92to 221 25 22 31

1523 1750 [ 49 1Ttol47 70 |......

11 B7to 20 00 20 09 7 16 25

22 50to 30 00 a0 00 125 46 25

11 87 12 50 1000 916

[ iR 18 00 12 50 | 21 PBto G5 E3 | 9 16

Fish and bed-plates, iron.. 15 93 20 00 40 18 | 12 90

steal . 40 00 e AR 12 90

Tires, fron....c.ccimecaias 20 00 17 50 49 18| 916

1 20 00 17 50 65 83 | 27 50
Locomotive and wagon | |

iR o T sl 20 00 {812 50 to 20 00 | 49 lﬂlla’;

atetllif.. . haihis 30 00| 12 50 to =20 00 | 65 B3 | 4623
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Statement showing the European tariffs on iron, steel, §c.—Continned.

Classes of iron and steel. France. Austria. Russia. Ttaly.
Axles, with tires fitted,
(G e RS R T T £20 00 £20 00 |§14 58t0 8§49 18 [$13 75
[ 1 AR A P G 30 00 20 00 | 14 58to 65 E3 | 46 25
Bearings and spiral
springs, steel ........... 21 87 20 00 65 €3 | 30 00
Wrought a, shafts,
winches, &o., iron ...... 20 00| 12 50 to 20 00 40 18| 22 91
g steel ...... 30 00 | 12 50 to 20 00 65 83 | 46 25
ves:
Without tender. .. B0 00 20 00 36 66 | 16 25
With tender ... 20 00 20 00 36 66 | 16 25
Steam o s 11 87 13 12 14 58| 11 87
Machine tools. ...... ..... 11 87 1313 1458 (D
Agrienltural machines
and implements. .... 2 bl ISSURR AR I e P s e TN

Note.—The pound sterling computed at §5.

To illustrate more clearly the fact which I wish to present, I have
in conjunction with the above table another, giving the rates of wages
paid to skilled workmen in those same countries:

A table showing the average rates of wages per day for skilled workmen in
: France, Austria, Russia, and Italy.

Skilled workmen. g g E B
3 &

BT T RS S e e e R R SRS SR $0 85 | §1 15| §1 50 | §0 80
80| 100 140 80

90| 100| 140 80

8| 100 12 90

85| 110] 135 &0

B0l 100| 195 0

100 135 1350 90

110 195 19| 100

80| 149| 135 5

80| 100 140 60

80| 100 125 60

05| 140 125 65

80| 12| 100 65

B0 | 12| 100 65

65 80 8 60

90| 100 100 60

85| 100 100 70

The wages of ordinary laborers are about one-half of the above rates,
while to women, who are chiefly employed in the manufacturing of
the fine and light fabrics, still less wages are paid.

I have also compiled a table giving the average prices of the lead-
ing articles of subsistence in those countries :

A table showing the average prices of the i’mdi::,q articles of subsistence in

France, Austria, Russia, and Italy.
i 4]
Articles of subsistence. Z
3 8
=1 < -~ -
Flour, Wheat .......cccesscnsssnsanasnnsa-a--bbl..| §9 00 | §11 00 | §11 50 | 83 50
Corn- . % 7 80 800 |onaesiny 4 50
19 28 20 10
18 8 = 11
19 15 15 08
20 20 15 10
24 22 20 12
30 24 25 14
30 45 30 15
15 4 25 17
3 42 35 25
3 40 30 -
08 08 05 05
45 90 85| 100
08 o 08 12
24 15 20 13

Now, sir, I maintain that, when you take into consideration the
cheapness of money in those countries, with the rates of wages paid
for skilled labor, aud the cost of subsistence, their tariff rates are
from 10 to 25 per cent. higher than the tariff rates in this country as
against the manufacturer.

Our American manufacturers eannot pay such high rates of inter-
est on money as they have been doing, and pay the wages that onr
American mechanics should receive, unless they are adequately pro-
tected against the cheap money and cheap labor of the Old World. I
am toltﬁly all the manufacturers with whom I have conversed, that
if this iniquitons and ernde bill now before the House should become
a law, they will be compelled to close their doors. Should this bill
beeome a law, I say to gentiemen now and here, that the distress com-

l]?ined of so much to-day is nothing compared to that which is to
ollow.

There is another mistaken idea which I find current in many places,
and it is this: it is claimed that our country is so large, with suchdiver-

sity of soil, and climate, and resources, that naturally there must be
a diversity of interests, and that it s difficult, if not impossible, to
frame tariff laws that will bear equally upon all parts of the conn-
try. No graver error was ever conceived ; it is this very diversity of
soil, and elimate, and resources, and labor, which ereates and produces
unity of interests. It is the differentiation of labor that begets re-
cipr&*»city of interests, and makes a nation united, great, and inde-
pendent.

I say to gentlemen of the South, yon have the finest country in the
world : compared with the hills of New England yours is a paradise;
but the indomitable pluck of the New England men has made their
barren hills to blossom as the rose and her workshops and mills to be
seen on every hill and in every valley. Your min Tesources are in-
exhaustible. Sustain, then, the policy of protection to your own in-
dustries, and invite eapitalists from abroad to come among you and
build furnaces and rolling-mills and assist yon to develop your own
wonderful resources, Erect cotton factories where cotton is grown;
plant more cotton in your rich alluvial lands, so well adapted to its
g;mwth, where yon now raise corn, and purchase your wheat and corn

rom the people of Illinois, who cannot raise cotton, and send them in
return your cotton fahries.

The State of Missouri, with her geogm hical]irositiou and her extra-
ordinary mineral reson with fine mirsntl climate, nnder a stable
alrlld rotective policy, wonld soon take rank among the first States of
this Union.

To gentlemen from the Western and Northwestern States, which are
more purely devoted to agricultural pursuits, I say, that the best and
most reliable market for the uets of your farms is the home mar-
ket. In an able paper published by David H. Mason, esq., of Chi-
cago, and addressed to the western farmers, in speaking of the won-
derful growth of the import and export trade of this country since
1861, he says:

The explanation of this extraordi wih of both export and im trade is
to be fonnd in the activity, enterpﬂmnguﬁ;mpwi&_v of the home market, throngh
the beneficial operation of the protective policy domestic industry. That
polio‘y' encouw manufactures on our own soil; diversified employments ; creat-
od a*demand for labor; advanced the rate of wages, and conferred purchasing
power upon the masses of the people. 1t is the expenditure of earnings that en-

zes commerce and trade. A Iation that is steadily employe& and well

d can buy and consume; but not otherwise. The sum of social misery among
apeople can be measared by their imlbli{tg to obtain wages. Regunlar emplovment
anil labor fully compensated are the fruitinl parentsof r]‘%'e:mml prosperity, content,
and cheerfu'ness. Where there is work for the hauds of men, there is work for
their teeth, clothes for their body, shelter for their heads, fuel for their warmih,
instruction for their minds, and progress for their condition. The protective

icy, by conferring ug:mhaaing power, cansed an increasing demand for all these

in]gn- mth by stimulating the mdl}ctiva forces, satisfled that demand. Services
easily found employment, and the eirculation of commodities from hand to hand
became rapid. The home market, formerly sln , was converted into a scene
of enterprise and thrift; abundance became the order of the day; and both ex-

rts antl imports expanded to unprecedeuted values. A prosperons foreign trale
8 inseparably connected with a prosperous home market. There must be a large
development of internal commerce before there can be a large development of ex-
ternal commerce. No more than an individual ean a nation exert great strength
outwardly unless such s exists inwardly. To neglect the home market, by
reaching out after the foreign, is to neglect the subst top a phant

The home market to the people of the United States is worth more
than all the markets of the world besires.

There i8 an objection brought against the protective policy, and

articularly by the western people, which has no fonndation in fact.

t is alleged that the consumer pays the duty, and consequently it
requires more of the farm products for less of the manufactured arti-
cles. Facts and experience prove that the objection is not valid.
The foreign producer pays the larger share of the duty, and home
competitfon soon brings down the price to the lowest point at which
the article can be manufactured. American manufacturers are satis-
fied with much less profit than the foreign manufacturer, when he
has the sole control of the market. Btatistics prove that the western
farmers exported more wheat and corn and received higher prices
during the years of protective policy than they did under partial
free trade. During the thirteen years from 1849 to 1361, under partial
free trade, 84,629,753 bushels of wheat and 36,745,003 barrels of wheat
flour were exported, or averaging annually 6,817,676 bushels of wheat,
average price §1.30 per bushel, and 2,826,539 barrels of flour, averag-
ing $6.07 per barrel ; while from 1861 till 1874, thirteen years of pro-
tective policy, we exported 359,849,413 bushelsof wheat, and 39,713,318
barrels of wheat flour, or annunally 27,680,724 bushels of wheat, aver-
age price §1.37, and 3,054,871 barrels of flour, average price $7.33 per
barrel. In the same partial free-trade period, from 1849 till 1861, we
exported 82,033,737 bushels corn, or annually 6,310,287 bushels, aver-
age price 63.5 cents per bushel, and 3,280,722 barrelsof corn-meal, or an-
nually 252,363 barrels, avemﬁe price $3.56 per barrel; while in the
saMe Period of protective policy, from 1861 till 1874, we exported
207,221,555 bushels of corn, or annually 15,940,120 bushels, average
price 74.8 cents per bushel, and 3,640,717 barrels corn-meal, or annually
280,055 barrels, at an average price of $4.71 per barrel.

The same fact holds good in regard to the price of wool. Prices
have always ranged higher when we have had high rates of profec-
tion and lower when low rates of tariff. Let me say to gentlemen
from the West that your large prairie farms by the continuous pro-
dnction of wheat and eorn will soon become exhausted, and yon will
find it a wiser and better policy to grow less wheat and more wool,
which will pay vou quite as well and at the same time render yonr
lands more fertile. We ought to produee onr own wool and mann-
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facture our own woolen goods, and not go abroad for a single pound.
Yet during the years of 1873, 1874, and 1875 we have imported
339,'{55,503 worth of unmanufactured wool and $140,766,797 of woolen

D08,

" The western people should erect woolen factories all over thoir
conntry and manufacture their own woolen goods, which would at the
same time create a home market for the various products of the farm,
The increase in our country of the growth of wool and manufacture
of woolen goods is one of the most encouraging signs of the times.

I am indebted again to Mr. Mason for the following statement and
table touching the woolen interest :

To show the sudden and vast growth of the wool industry and the woolen man-
ufacture in the United States under protection, we bhave iled from the consus
roports the following tabular statement for three several poriods:

Particulars. 1870. 1860, 1830,
Number of woolen mills. ....cccvuaaunnans 2,80 1, 260 1, 559
Bota 0 ORI, .. . s-r osavacrremnsnsneres B, 366 S L ]
Hands employed ........ g e AT 80, 053 42,728 27, 682
Capital invested. .. ..-| #98 824,531 | £30, 862, 654 | §28, 118, 650
Wenda padd o Lot s L dica bl 826,877,575 | 80,610,254 |..... ...
Wool consumed ... Iba 172,038,019 | B3, 608, 468 | 70, 862, 820
Value of products. £155, 405,358 | 861, 804, 086 | $43, 207, 545
Number of sheep ... LA Faaal WAOATHL | VAN | ...
Domestic-wool 6rop ...cuecevvennnse- Ibs..| 100,102 287 | 60,204,013 |............
Populstlon ...oiaciiiinansspriguarysansasa 3¢, 538, 371 | 31,443,321 | 23,191, 876

These significant fizures tell the of benefits eonferred upon farmers by the
tective policy. What else but the demand ereated by it for cwool could

have induced such a heavy increase in the number of shcop ! What else could have
kept the price of wool up to such high fizures in the face of such a addition
to tho sapply! Bee how slowly the woolen manufacture crept forw between
1850 and 1560, the number of establishments absolutely diminishing—that is, the
big fishes cating up the little ones—under the free-trade tariffs of 1846 and 1857.
Then observe the advance by mighty stridea between 1860 and 1870 under tariff
protection, the p having been very much faster than that of population. Of
the wool consumed by the mills in 1850, as much as 154,767,095 pounds had been

derived from various seasons of the domestic o
Farmers ghould study theso statisties, whigmsﬁa all over 1{'1&11 facts closcly

allied with their interests. To eap all, staple woolen goods are per than they
were before the war, as the prices-carrent will prove. Yet free-traders, with mon-
strous absurdity and dogmatic assarance, t that weatern farmers are plun-
dered by our system of tariff. They never were more prosperous, and they know
it. They, of all clusses, were least affected by the panic of 1573, becanse of pro-
tection to bome industry.

Whenever any branch of American industry has been stimulated
into activity by the protective policy, it has invariably rednced the
price below that which was paid for the imported article. This prop-
osition can be substantiated by an accumulation of facts whicg are
incontrovertible.

A few years ago we paid twenty-five cents per yard for British cot-
ton prints. American competition and increased facilities for mann-
facturing soon bronght down the price to fifteen cents per yard, and,
finally, just before thelate war, good prints could be bought for twelve
cents per yard, and that was as low as it was supposed thé price could
be brought. But improved machinery and the inereased number of
cotton mills, stimulated by protection, have reduced the price still
lower, until to-day the same quality of prints can be bought for eight
cents per yard.

In an interview with James E. Emerson, esq., a highly intelligent
gentleman of the firm of Emerson & Ford, manufacturers of steel
saws at Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, I was informed that for twenty
Eears, while manufacturing steel-saws in the State of Connecticnt, he

ad purchased all their saw-steel from Mr. Jessup, of Sheffield, En-
gland, but for the last four years, since our American steel manufact-
urers have come in competition with English manufacturers, he had
not purchased one pound of English saw-steel, and that the Amer-
ican saw-steel was of a better quality, and for which he paid 20 per
cent. less. :

In 1870, when a bill was before Co to increase the tariff on the
importation of English Bessemer steel rails, it met with stout opposi-
tion from gentlemen of the West, and it was stated on this floor that
whatever inereased duty was placed on steel rails would enhanee the

Rrice of the rails just that much to the purchaser; that the price in.

ew York at that time for steel rails was §120 per ton; and that it
required over one hundred bushels of western wheat to buy one ton
of steel rails ; and whatever additional tariff was imposed would re-
nire just that amount more of wheat to purchase a ton of rails, and
those gentlemen believed it, notwithstanding it was shown that it
was a mistake. What has been the result 7 The bill was passed, large
rail-mills have been erected in our country, and to-day Bessemer steel
rails can be had for $65 per ton, requiring little more than half as
much western wheat to buy a ton of rails.
Facts, sir, could be multiplied indefinitely proving the truth of the
Empositiﬂu 3 but I am admonished that my time hasexpired, and I must
ring my remarks to a close, I
1t might be wise, sir, for this Hounse to call a halt in our headlong
course and take a quiet survey of the sitnation. We have been in
session for nearly six months and have absolutely accomplished noth-
ing of importance to the country. The principal business of this ses-
sion has been the running of investigating committees, and so far at
a cost to the country of not less than ,000, and the business has
been conducted in such a reckless and discreditable manner as to

produce much demoralization to the whole country, and until our
committees in many instances have degenerated into mere smut-ma-
chines, and until honest and decent men everywhere, irrespective of
party, have become utterly disgusted with our proceedings.,

The majority of this House bave passed a diplomatic bill cutting
up by the roots our foreign service and bunched fogether three or
four of the states of Sonth America whose commercial relations are
naturally with ns, and have provided for a resident minister to each
bunch. We may call this economy, but it is not statesmanship. We
have also just made a horizontal cut through the salaries of the clerks
of the several Departments of the Government whose pay affords but
a bare subsistence, and what is worse, the bill has overturned the or-
ganimd system of conducting the business of the Government which

ad taken years of careful experience to perfect. We may call this
retrenchment, but if is not reform. The majority of this House may
overthrow our present tariff laws, but I tell yon now and here that it
will prove disastrous to the country, and the party which does it will
meet, with certain and utter defeat.

Mr. WILLIS moved that the committee rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committes accordingly rose; and Mr. RANDALL having taken
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. CLYMER reported that the Com-
mittoe of the Whole on the state of the Union had had under con-
sideration the bill (H. R. No. 3375) making appropriations for the
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1877, and for other pur-

and had come to no resolution thereon.

Mr. CUTLER. I move that the House now adjourn.

The motion was uﬁreed to; and accordingly (at ten o'clock and ten
minutes p.m.) the House adjourned.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following memorials, petitions, and other pa were pre-
sented at the Clerk’s desk under the rule, and referred as stated:

By Mr. BRADFORD: The petition of citizens of Coosa County,
Alabama, for the establishment of a post-route from Rockford to Ver-
bena, Alabama, to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of Henry Fish, for compensation for
injuries to his person, received while in the employ of the United
States at Falmouth, Massachusetts, to the Committee of Claims.

By Mr. FELTON: The petition of James H. rs, for compensa-
tion for property taken for the uso of the United States Army, to the
Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. FORNEY : The petition of Jane 8. Harris, G. W. Rogers,
William Autrey, D. L. Nicholson, and other Cherokee Indians, for re-
imbursement of the amount paid by them for transportation to the
Cherokee Nation, in aceordance with the treaty of 1835, to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affnirs,

By Mr. FOSTER : Papers relating to the petition of Jonathan Wit-
ler, late a private in Company H, One hundred and first Regiment
Ohio Volunteers, for a change of his military record, to the Commit-
tee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. MCFARLAND : The petition of David Britton, late a pri-
vate in Company E, Fifth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers in the war
with Mexico, to be restored to the pension-roll, to the Committes on
Invalid Pensions,

IN SENATE.
SATURDAY, May 20, 1876.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYrRoN SUNDERLAND, D. D.
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved.

BILLS BECOME LAWS,

A messago from the President of the United States, by Mr. C. C.
SNIFFEN, oue of his secretaries, announced that the following bills,
having been received by the President on the 6th of May and not
having been returned by him to tho Senate within the ten days pre-
scribed by the Constitution, bad become laws without his signature :

An act (8. No. 40) granting a pension to Elmira E. Cravath;

An act (8. No. 425) granting a pension to James Eli Butts and Me-
linda Frances Butts; and :

An act (8B, No, 504) granting a pension to Naney True.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. G. M. ApaMs,
its Clerk, annonnced that the House had passed the following bills
gd joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence of the

nate:

A bill (H. R. No. 3263) making appropriations for the service of the
Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, and
for other pu 3

A bill (P[. ;?. No. 3471) to amend the sixth section of chapter 127,
United States statutes;

A bill (H. R. No. 1253) granting to the State of Missouri all lands
therein selected as swamp and overflowed lands;

A bill (H. R. No. 3479) making certain transfers of appropriations
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