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Michigan, for the establishment of a United States district court in 
the upper peninsula of Michigan-to the Committee on the Judi­
ciary. 

By Mr. JONES, of Alabama: The petition of N. H. Brown, of Mo­
bile, Alabama, for a reduction of the duty on leau-ore and litharge-­
to the same committee. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition 110 workingmen at the Falls of 
Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, against any change of the tariff laws re­
ducing duties on foreign goods-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Martha J. Coston, for relief-to the Com­
mitt.eeon Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of 84 workmen of Manayunk, Pennsylvania, 
against any change of the tariff laws reducing duties on foreign 
goods-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KIDDER : A paper relating to the establishment of a post­
route betwP,en Beale City and New Spotted Tail agency-to the Com­
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The petition of Murray, Dougal & Co., 
and other manufacturers, at Milton, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties 
remai.n unchanged until thoroughly investigated-to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KNAPP: The petit.ion of citizens of illinois, for an appro­
priation for the improvement of Saint Paul and Sny Island levee­
to the Committee on 1\fississippi Levees. 

By Mr. LORING: Remonstrance of E. P. Whitman and others, of 
Rockport, Massachusetts, against the reduction of duties on cotton 
goods-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. McCOOK: The petition of D. R. Norvell and 35 others, ship­
owners and agents of the port of New York, against the passage of 
House bill No. 2103, and that a thorough investigation be made of 
the acts of the commissioner of that port-to the Committee on Com­
merce. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: The 1)etitions of Knowles, Taylor & Knowles 
and other manufacturers of ·straw-china, &c., atEastLiverpo()l, Ohio, 
and of Eureka Steel and Iron Works, at Wellsville, Ohio, that tariff 
duties remain uncha~~ed until thoroughly investigated-to the Com­
mittee of Ways and means. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of A. Coffin and other manufl}ctu­
rers of wool, lumber, &c., at Ghent, Ohio, of similar import-to the 

· same committee. 
By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of George W. Schussler and other 

citizens of Bellville, lllinois, for the encouragement of rifle prac­
tice-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. REA: The petition of soldiers of the Forty-fourth and 
.,Forty-ninth Regiments Missouri Volunteers, for $33 additional boun­
ty-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Cameroa, Missouri, that the duty 
on flaxseed and linseed-oil remain unchanged-to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. . 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Stephen Davis, for 
a pension-to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: Papers rebting to the pension claim of 
Mary Walsh-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RYAN: The petition of Guilford A. Wood, for relief-to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: Papers relating to the bill for the relief of John 
T. Phillips-to the Committee on Milita1~ Affairs. 

By Mr. SAPP: The petition of citizens of Iowa, for the removal of 
limitations as to time for presenting claims for pensions-to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of farmers of Iowa, that the tariff on imported 
flaxseed remain unchanged-to the Committee of Ways and: Men.ns. 

By Mr. SLEMONS: Papers relating to the claim of Captain George 
W. Cook-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of W. B. Croninger and 
55 other citizens of Michigan, against the repeal of the tariff on 
wool-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Iowa, for the 
removal of limitation as to time for filing claims for pensions-to the 
Committee on Invvlid Pensions. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of 175 :flax-spin­
ners of Rensselaer County, New York, against a reduction of tariff 
duties-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of fire-brick manufacturers of Troy, New York, 
. against the reduction of duties on fire-bricks-to the same committee. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of Edward Lewis and 
120 other citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, employes of iron manufacturers, 
against any modification of the t:uiff laws to the detriment of Ameri­
can industries-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Grassell Chemical Works Company, and 52 
citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, engaged in the manufacture of chemic9ls, 
of similar import-to the same committee. 

By Mr. TURNEY: Papers relating to the claim of Charles Ge::tl'­
ing-to the Committe on War Claims. 

By Mr. WAIT: The petition of Nathaniel Shipman, and others, 
that the time for holdin~. the fall term of the district court of the 
United States for the ctistrict of Connecticut ·be changed-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WALSH: The petition of Cbarlei K. Ramsburg, of Freder­
ick City, Maryland, for relief-to the Committee on War Clain1s. 

By Mr. WARD : The petition of 109 citizens engaged in the manu­
facture of cotton and woolen goods at Glen Riddle, Pennsylvania, 
and of 152 citizens of Phamixville, Pennsylvania, engaged in the 
manufacture of iron, bridges, and pottery, against any reduction of 
tariff duties-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of C. F. Raymond, for pension­
money due the widow of Jesse Smith-to the Committee on Revolu­
tionary Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Silas and Seth Hurd, for compensation for 
damages sustained by them in the improvement of the Housatonic 
River-to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Rath, to be relieved of the charl:fe of de­
sertion from the United States Army-to the Committee on .1\Iilitary 
Affairs. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan: Resolutions of the State Grange 
of Michigan, against black-mailing patent-right vendors-to the Com­
mittee on Patents. 

Also, resolutions of the State Grange of Michigan, favoring the 
building of a ship-canal across the State from Lake Michigan to 
Lake Erie-to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of William D. Ingersoll, late second lieutenant 
Fifth :Michigan Cavalry, for relief-to the Committee on. Military 
Affairs. . 

By Mr. YOUNG : Papers relating to the claim of the Masonic Lodge 
at Colliersville, Tennessee-to the Committee on War Claims. . 

IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 231 1878. 

The Senate met at twelve o'clock m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON Sm'DERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedingR was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message of the 
President of the United States, transmitting, in answer to a resolution 
of the Senate of November 16, 1877, reports made by the Attorney­
General and the Secretary of State on the seizure of lumber and tim­
ber by the agents and marshals of the United States in the States of 
Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed . 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present the memorial of E. B. Pow en and 
64 others, workingmen of Belleville, Illinois, engaged in the manu­
facture of nails in the Belleville Nail Works, remonstrating against 
any reduction of the duties which protect their labor. They also 
remonstrate against the reimposition of the war tax upon tea and 
coffee, which was abolished, they sn.y, by the friends of the working­
men. I move the reference of the memorial to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of J. S. Clapp and others, 

workingmen of Paris, Maine, engaged in the manufacture of box­
board, remonstrating against the reduction of the duties which pro­
tect their labor and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea 
and coffee; which was referred. to the Committee on Finance. 

~h-. KERNAN presented petitions of citizens of the counties of 
Madison, :Franklin, Monroe, Chemung, Orange, Oswego, Rensselaer, 
and Genesee, in the State of New York, and citizens of the city of 
New York, praying that silver be remonetized and the resumption 
act repealed; which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the memorial of Erastus Sweet and 
others, workingmen of -Trenton, New Jersey, engaged in the manu­
facture of crockery; the memorial of Thomas W. Beattie and others, 
workingmen of Camden, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture of 
woolen goods; and the memorial of Thomas Davis and others, work­
ingmen of Trenton, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture of 
crockery, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports 
and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. • 

1\ir. BECK presented the memorial of G. W. Thomas and others, 
workingmen of Sharps burgh, Kentucky, remonstrating against are­
duction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the 
war tax on tea and coffee ; which.was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of the 
Pennsylvania Cotton Mills, manufa-cturers of cotton, of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, employing two hundred and sixty-five workmen, pray­
ing that Congress will take no action concerning a revision of the 
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry 
the condition of the industries of the country and that tho nature of 
the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical 
business men would best promote the restoration of general pros­
perity; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the memorial of Samuel S. Ford and 217 others, 
workingmen employed by Powers & Weightman, of Philadelphia, 
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Pennsylvania, and the memorial of Henry Slocum and others, work­
ingmen, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of 
window glass, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on im­
ports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; 

. which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
He also presented the memorial of Armstrong, Brother & -Co. and 

~ther business firms and citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, engaged 
in the manufacture of corks, r~monstrating against any legislation 
by Congress :ill'ecting or chan~ing the :present duty upqn imported 
.corks; which was referred to tne Committee on Fin;mce. 

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the memorial of Rich::ml Stevens anti 
<>thers, workingmen of Union Vale, Harrison County, Ohio, engaged 
in the manufacture of woolen goods, remonstrating against a reduc­
tion of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Fi­
nance. 

Mr. EATON presented tho petition of Professor H. A. Newton anu 
others, of Yale College, New Haven, Connecticut, calling the atten­
tion of Congress to the unfortunate location of the Naval Observa­
tory at Washington, and praying for early legislation by Congress 
.such as will authorize its removal to a healthier and better location; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of :rtlrs. Emma J. Cmin, 
-daughter of George Smith, late private of Company C, Ninety-fourth 
Illinois Regiment, praying payment of the pension aud bounty due 
to her late fatl:!er; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SARGENT. 1 present the petition of about 3,000 citizens, res­
ic.lents and tax-payers in the counties of Los Angeles, San Diego, San 
Bernardino, Ventura, and Santa Barbara, in the State of California. 
'They represent that large subsidies, congressional, State, and local, 
public and private, have been granted to the Southern Pacific Rail­
road Company, which company has now constructed its road through 
their territory to the Colorado River; that since such construction it 
has established oppressive rates of freights and fares and has com­
bined with ocean steamship companies to do the same, and has so 
discriminated against the southern portion of the State as to destroy 
its commerce, reduce its trade, cripple its agricultural interests, par­
.alyze its industries, and threaten it with financial ruin. They say 
that against these oppressions they have petitioned without relief 
and tha~ it is their deliberate judgment that a competing transconti­
nental railroad is the only present relief and the only guarantee for 
future prosperity. They therefore ask that such congressional aid 
and encouragement be given as shall assure the speedy construction 
.and completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad, and that such aid be 
granted with such restrictions as shall forever compel it to be and 
remain a competing line from the Southern Atlantic to the Southern 
:Pacific seaboard. I move that this petition, which is signed by the 
names of many eminent citizens among others of that portion of Cal­
ifornia, be referred to the Committee on Railroads. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. WALLACE presentec.l the petition of William Simmons and 

others, citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying for the pas­
sage of a pension bill recognizing the claims of pensioners who are 
.sufferers, as is alleged, by the provision of an unwise limitation law; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of Black, Daker & Co., manu­
fa-cturers of iron and steel, of Wellsville, Ohio, employing thirty work­
men, and the petition of the Bryan Manufacturing Company, of Bryan, 
-Qhio, employing sixty-five workmen, praying that Congress will take 
no action concerning a. revision of the tariff duties until after it shall 
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condition of the industries 
<>f the country and that the nature of the proposeq tariff legislation 
is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best pro­
mote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of John Tracy and others, 
workingmen of Bancroft, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture 
of paper; the memorial of Joseph Daly :111d others, workingmen of 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of woolen 
,goods; an<l the memorial of. William Rib bert and others, workingmen 
·Of South Walpole, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of 
socks, gloves, &c., remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on 
imports, and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAWES. LI present a petition very numerously signed by cit­
izens of Waltham, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacturing indus­
tries, praying the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
that if they wish to compete in the markets of the world for the sale 
-of the goods produced by the labor and skill of the laboring men of 
the United States, "and would help us to extend the commerce of the 
nation, we ask you to stand by the resumption act." I move the ref­
erence of the petition to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. KffiKWOOD presented the memorial of Thomas C. Carson, 

.John P. Irish, aud 25 other residents of Iowa City, Iowa, protesting 

.against the' passage of the bill now pending in Congress known as the 
Bland silver bill; which was referred to "the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of W. A. Oliver and 60 other 
workingmen of..J acksonville, Illinois, engaged in the manufacture of 
woolens, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports, 

and agaJ.nst a reimposition of the wa.r tax on tea. and coffee; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

:Mr. MORGAN. I present the memorial of a committee appointed 
by a convention held at Chattanooga, praying for an appropriation 
by Congress for the removal of Mn.:;cle Shoals obstruction to the navi­
gation of the Tennessee River. I beg leave to say that this conven­
tion was called at the instance of the governors of Tennessee, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, anc.l Ohio. The petition is one of very great 
importance, and I ask leave of the Senate to have it printed for the 
use of the Senate, and also in the RECORD. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be printed and re­
fened w the Committee on Commerce, if there be no objection. 

The memorial is as follows : 
To the President of the United States, 

the heads of Departments, and Memb~s of t.he two Houses of Congress: 
Your memorialists respectfully set forth that on the 5th of December, 1877, there 

assembled at Chattanooga, Tennessee, a convention pursuant to the following call, 
to wit: 

"STATE OF TE?>.~"'ESSEE, EXECUTIVE DEPATITIIEXT, 
"Na<;hville, November 8, 1877. 

'' Whereas I }la'\"e received a certificate of the passage of the following resolution 
by a meeting of the citizens of Chattanooga, Tennessee, to wit: 

'' 'Be it resolved, That a con'\"ention of the people of the Tennessee Valley be called 
to assemble at the city of Chattanooga, Tennessee, on the 5th of December, A. D. 
18'i7, for the purpose of perfecting measures and making an earnest and uuit.ed ap­
peal through the representatives of the people to impress upon Congress the neces­
sity of mahi.ng immediate and sufficient appropriation to secUI'e the completion of 
the improvement of the Tennessee River, especially at the Muscle Shoals, in the 
shortest possible time. 

" 'That the cities, villages, and connties of the Tennessee Valley, boards of trade, 
and other associations throughout the country be invited to sen <.I delegates to said 
convention. 

" ' That the governors of the States of Tennessee, Alabama, Georl!ia, an<l Ken­
tucky and other States be requested to unite in this call, reciting this resolution, 
and inviting to the convention the people of their respective States and of tho whole 
country. · 

"'J'. E. McGOW.Ai"\, 
·:'Secretary.! 

"' J'. D. COOKE, 
" 'Chai rman. 

"Now, therefore, I, J'ames D. Porter, governor of the State of Tennessee, together 
with the governors of other States uniting in this call, whose signature::~ are sub­
scribed hereto, do hereby give notice that at the city of Chattanooga, on the 5th day 
of December, A- D. 1877, a convention will be held for the _purposes expressed in the 
foregoing resolution. We further ur~e on all interested to send delegates to said 
convention as requested in the resolution. 

"J' AMES D. PORTER, 
"Governor of Tennessee . 

"GEORGE S. HOUSTON, 
"Govenwr of .Alabama. 

"J' AMES B. McCREARY, 
"GoveT'Iwr of Kentucl.1f. 

"J'. M. STONE, 
'' Goverllm' of MU;sissippi. 

"THOMAS L. YOUNG, 
"GOVeT'IWT ofOhw." 

Said convention was composed of two hundred and fifty delegates, representing 
large commercial, agricultural, mineral, and manufucturin~ interests in the States 
of Tennessee Alabama., Georgia, and North Carolina. Sa~.d delegates are among 
the most entei-prisin~, wealthy, and publiC-SIJiiited citizens of the States they rep­
resented. Among otner proceedings bad at said convention the following pream. 
ble and resolutions were unanimously adopted : . . . . 

"Whereas it has been repeatedly shown by surveys made by distmgm.shed engm­
eers from 1823 up to the present time that the Tennessee River possesses all the 
characteristics for length, width, volume, permanence of channel, and number of 
miles of natural navigation recocrnized in first-clnss rivers; I).Dd 

"Whereas this river is navig:3;lo for steamers of from four to five feet dmught 
the year round a distance of three hundred and thirty miles from its mouth to 
Florence, Alabama; and 

"Whereas a section of the river extending a distance of thirty-eight miles above 
Florence is obstructed by a series of impediments commonly known a-s Muscle 
Shoals· and 

"whereas this river is furthernavigableforsteamers of three feet dmnghtfrom 
the head of Muscle Shoals to the City of Knoxville, Tennessee, a distance of three 
hundred and eighty-nine miles, for nearly nine months annually; and 

"Whereas the large territory east and west of Muscle Shoals through which the 
Tennessee River flows embraces North Alabama, part of Middle Tennessee, all of 
East Tennessee, portions of Georgia, Virginia, and North Carolina; and 

"Whereas this vast region possesses in great abundance all the lat.ent elements of 
prosperity as well as a congenial climate; yet, with this combihation of natural 
resources the country lan!mishes for cheap transportation: Therefore, 

"1. Be it resolved, That the improvement of the Tennessee River, especially a:t the 
Muscle Shoals, is earnestly and urgen~y reqpested by the P<:ople of the temro;cy 
aforesaid; that the work IS one of national rmport.lnce, reqmred :J;S a commerci?'J 
~fJtway and as a. ligament to bind together the States, commerCially and polit-

IC" ?.·Resolved, That Senators a.nd Representatives in Congr00:s from. all the States 
bef'lre mentioned be requested to urge Congress to make an ~medmte and suffi­
cient appropriation with the view to complete this gr~t work m the ~hortest pos­
sible time and in the wa.y and m1Jlller already prescnbed by the engmeer depart­
ment. 

"3. Resolved, That the president of this convention appoint a committee of three 
to prepare a memorial to Con!ITess, setting forth the substance of the facts em­
braced in the report on statistics presented to this convention-which snid report 
is herewith reported as part hereof-. ·and that t-he paper be P!CSented by the f?On­
vention (duly certified by the officers thereof) to the President of the Uruted 
States heads of Departments, and the members of the two Houses of Congress. 

"4. Resolved, That under the direction of the ~overnor of Tennessee the proceed· 
ings of this convention, together with the memonal to be presented, and such other 
reports, papers, and documents as s~all be deem~ important, ~hall, ~hrough the 
executive committee hereafter appomted, be com~iled and publis~ed m pamphlet 
form, and that copies thereof be sent to the Pres1dent of the Urutcd States, the 
heads of Departments, and to members of both H?uses ~f Congress. . 

"5. Resolved That the president of the convention be mstructed and authonzed 
to appoint a delegation of at least five to visit Washington during the present ses· 



474 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. JANUARY 23, 

sion of Congress to urge before the committees of Congress the subject-matter of 
which the memorial to be prepared will be composed. 

'' 6. Resolved, That an executive committee of seven be appointed by the president 
of this convention. to be known as the executive committee on the improvement 
of the Tennessee River. 

"7. Resolved further, That when this convention adjourns it adjourn to mee• sub­
ject to the call of said executive committee." 

The undersigned, being chosen as tho memorial committee provided for in the 
foregoing, have compiled, from the statistical report therein mentioned and from 
various sources of information, the following statement of the importance, nation­
ally considered, of the removal of the Muscle Shoals obstruction to the navigation 
of the Tennessee River: 

THE RIVER-LENGTH-VOLUME OF WATER-cOURSE-RANKS SIXTH AMONG AMERICAN 
STREAMS. 

The Tennessee River rises in the southwestern part of the State of Virginia, and 
flows southwesterly, in its general direction, 280 miles, to Knoxville, Tennessee; 
thence in the same general direction, 60 miles, to Loudon, Tennessee. At this 
point it turns at riglit angle.s and flows northwesterly, cutting through several 
subordinate ridges, 24 miles, to Kingston, Tennessee, where it unites with the 
Clinch River, one of its principal tributaries. At Kingston the river turns abruptly 
and runs southwesterly, 110 miles, to the city of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Hero it 
makes another abrupt turn and flows 19 miles northwesterly, through the eastern 
arm of the Cum berland Mountains, to the "Boiling Pot," formerly an obstruction 
but now removed. At this point the river makes a sharp deflection and flows 
in a tortuous southwesterly direction, 41 miles, to Bridgeport, Alabama; thence in 
a uniform southwesterly course, curving slightly to the westward, 74 miles, to 
Guntersville, Alabama. Here it turns at right angles and flows northwesterly, 
gently Curvin!! to tho northward, 51 miles, to Decatur, .Alabama ; thence in the 
same course, 10 miles, to Brown's Ferry, the head of the Muscle Shoals group of 
obstructions; thence in the same general direction, 38 miles, to the foot of Muscle 
Shoals, 1 mile above Florence, .Alabama; thence, 34 miles, to Waterloo, Alabama. 
Here the river turns gradually and flows northerly 296 miles, and empties into 
the Ohio at Paducah, Kentucky. 

RECAPITULATION OF DISTANCES. 
Miles. 

From source of river to Knoxville .. ___ •............• _ ..••.•.••.... _.. . . . . . . 280 
From Knoxville to Loudon ....... _.......... • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . 60 

g ~~t~~~~~~m::::~:_:::~~--~·:::::jj~:~\-:_l-::-- _: ~ 
~: irr~~e~~~E~f~;~: ~~:: :::~::::: ::::::::::: ~: ::::::::::: ~ ~:::: ~i 
From Waterloo to Paducah ............................ _.. . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . 296 

..A. total distance equal to ........••••......•..............•.. ··--·· ...... 1, 037 

The annual volume of water in the Tennessee River is equal to that of the Ohio, 
and its average width from Knoxville to Paducah is five hundred yards. Its average 
depth is fully three feet from the head of Muscle Shoals to Knoxville for nine months 
annually, and its average depth from Florence to Paducah is fully three feet the 
year round. Its banks are high and permanent, and its channel is stable and un­
changeable. For nearly three-fourths of its length it flows through silurian and 
carboniferous formations, therefore sand and gra1"el bars are very rarel~ found. 
The boatmen who learned its channel forty years ago have learned nothing new 
since. In consideration of t.hese general characteristics, length, width, depth, vol­
ume, permanence Gf channel, and number of miles of natural navigation, the Ten­
nessee ranks sixth in magnitude amon~ the rivers of the North American conti­
nent. It was adopted, in 1874, by the Senate Committee on Transportation, from 
Paducah to Guntersville, as one of the great water·lines of the ettuntry. It flows 
through five great States and binds together all by the ligaments of commerce, and 
the work of its improvement, therefore, can be no less national in character than 
that which guards against national foes. 

PRESENT CONDITION OF NAVIGATION. 

From Paducah to Florence there is no serious impediment to navigation, as 
ateamboats of from four to five feet draught are plying regularly between these 
points tbe year round. From the head of Muscle Shoals steamboats of three feet 
draught are navigating to Knoxville nearly the entire year. Navigation is not, 
however, restricted above Knoxville. For five months in the year boats of light 
drau~bt ascend 125 miles above Knoxville on the Upper Tennessee, 55 miles up 
the Little Tennessee, 150 miles up the Clinch, 40 miles UJ? the Hiwassee, 75 miles 
up the French Broad, and 50 miles up Powell's River, making 395 miles of tributary 
navigation. 

THE liUSCLE SHOALS. 

Between Brown's Ferry, 10 miles below Decatur, and Florence, a distance of 38 
miles, is a group of impediments to navigation, commonly known as the Mnscle 
Shoals, consisting of :Elk River, Big Muscle and Little Muscle Shoals, separated 
by d~ep interval pools of navigable water. This section of the river is underlaid 
by very bard siliceous rocks. This quality has enabled them to resist the abra­
sion of the water, and has compPlled the river to expand sudaenly from fifteen 
hundred feet to one, two, and three miles in width, to accommodate its maximum 
flow. Over these obstructionsnavig_ationis absolutelyimpraeticable, exceptinsea. 
sons of flood, and then only a few nays in the year. Hence there is no outlet to a 
union with northern and western rivers for the commerce on these upper ten hun­
dred and four miles of natural navi~ation upon streams whose draina~e area is 
equal to fifty-four thousand square Illlles, and what shonld have long since been 
one of the main commercial highways, is still throttled at Muscle Shoals. 

The Tennessee River, and especially the section crossing Muscle Shoals, has been 
repeatedly and carefully surveyed, with a view to its improvement, under author­
ity of Congress, by boards of United States engineers, in 1828, 1830, and 1831; by 
ColonelS. H. Long, United States Topo~n.phiCal Engineer, in 1830; by Colonel 
.Tames Kearney, United States Engineer, m 1835; byCo!onel William B. Gaw, civil 
engineer, under the direct..on of Brevet Major.General G. Weitzel, major United 
Sta.tes Engineers, in 1867. The estimates of the engineers for overcomin~ the Mns­
cle Sho:lls obstructions vary from $1,500,000 in the early reports, to $3,944,967 in 
Gaw's report to Weitzel, which contemplatecl more extensive improvements, better 
adapted to the increased developments of the country than the former estimates. 
Walter McFarland, major of United States Engineers, in charge of the Tennessee 
River improvement in 1872, mad() a careful smvey of the Muscle Shoals group of 
obstructions, and arrived at his conclusion, as follows : " The scheme proposed by 
the board of internal improvements, 1631, cannot be improved upon, for the pas­
sage of the Muscle Shoals; and the work now remaining to be done, in order to 
carry it out, is to put the old canal in good condition, to construct the canals aroti'IId 
Elk River Shoals and Little Muscle Shoals together with the basins proposed for 
connecting them with the south shore." He estimates the entire cost to be from 
$2,128,500 to $3,676,000, according to the wi<lth and depth of t.he canal and width 
and length of the lock chambers. The latter amount is the estimate for the trunk 
of a canal one hundred feet wide at the surface, six feet deep, and locks sixty feet 

wide by three hundred feet between the miter sills. Both the latter amount and 
dimensions of the canal and looks agree with Gaw's report, and also with the pres­
ent plan of improvement under the airection of Major W. R. King, captain of engi­
neers1 in charge; though, as shown further on in this memorial, the amount needed 
to finish the work will admit of a considerable reduction from oorlier estimates, 
made when prices of labor and material were much higher than now. 

The in)provement consists in enlarging and repairing the old canal, which was 
built about forty years a.go, and which had failed anu fell into disuse because­
it could not be approached in low water from either direction, on account of Elk 
River Shoals above and Little Muscle Shoals below. The present project of im­
provement includes the improvement of these shoals, as well as Big Muscle Shoals, 
:~ lt~~fe t~~l~hSh~~.portion of work in progress at present, except at Colbert 

The following abstract from the records of the Engineer Office is furnished by 
Major King: 

0 haracter of the shoals. 
The Great Muscle Shoals obstruction begins at Florence, Alabama, 255 miles 

from the mouth of the river, and extends nearly to Brown's Ferry, 38?t miles above 
Florence, and about 10 miles below Decatur. 

The obstruction consists of three parts, separated by intervals of navigable 
water, as follows, beginning at Florence : 

1. Little Muscle Shoals, 5 mil~s long and fall of 23 feet. 
2. One and one-half miles deep water at Bainbridge Ferry. 
3. Big Muscle Shoals, 14.5 miles long. and 84.6 feet fall. 
4. Five miles of deep water at Lamo's Ferry. 
5. Elk Bi.ver Shoals, about 9 miles Ion~ and a fall of 26 feet. 
6. The remainder of the distance to Brown's Ferry, and in fact from thence to· 

Chattanooga and Knoxville, a distance of 350 miles, is now na.vig;able by steamers, 
althouj?;h certain improvements are contemplated at different points along this 
part of the river to give still better navigation. 

THE PRESID\'T CO!!I.'DITION OF THE WORK 

At Muscle Shoals is as follows: At Little Muscle Shoals work has been com­
menced looking to the improvement of this part of the obstruction by excavating 
the reefs and building spur·dams at certain points to check the velocity of the­
current and give the necessary depth of water at all points. ..A. temporary dam, 
1,400 feet long, bas be en built across the head of the north c.hute to keep the water 
out while the work is going on. After the excavation is completed this dam will 
be removed and a permament stone dam will be built a01·oss the south chute to 
throw as much water into the new channel as may be required. 

The lengrh of time required to complete this part of the improvement will nec­
essarily depend very much n~n the stage of water during the working season, but 
with average good luck in this respect It is expected that one year's work will 
give a good-depth of channel, and that two, or at most three yea.rs, will finish all 
the dams and make the improvement complete and permanent. 

THE WORK AT BIG MUSCLE SHOALS 

Consists in rebuilding and enlargina the old c:mal built more than forty years 
ago by the State of Alabama from the proceeds of the sale of public lands do· 
nated for the purpose by the General Government.. This canal was from 60 to 70 
feet wide, with 17 locks 32 feet wide and 118 feet long, with an a.vera~e lift of 5. 
l'oot. The new canal will have only 10 locks. They will be 60 feet wiae and 300 
feet long in the chamber. Ei~ht of these locks are under contract, two of them 
are nearly completed, and a third is about half done. The contractor for the other 
five is just commencing work. The locks are all to be founded upon the rock and 
to be made of heavy blocks of cut stone and rubble laid in hydraulic cement. 

The canal trunk is to be from 70 to 100 feet wide at the water-line and 6 feet 
deep, excepting at extreme low water in the river. 

The followin~~ is a. statement of the quantities of work done on the Muscle-
Shoals Canal to 1'i ovember 30, 1877 : 

Earth excavation, 336,390 cubic yards. 
Earth embankment, 165,5EO cubic yards. 
Rock excavation, 50,275 cubic yards. 
Slope wall, 4,010 cubic yards. 
Grubbing and clearing, 130.38 acres. 
Cut stone masonry, 3,581 cubic yards. 
Rubble ma.sonry, 9,892 cubic yards. 
Concrete, 115 cubic yards. 
Removal of masonry of old locks, 3,909 cubic yards. 
About seven and one-half miles of the canal have been enlarged n.nd completed, 

leaving seven miles yet to be done. 
AT ELK RIVER SHOALS 

No work has been done, but a recent survey, II13.de with a view to locating th& 
works required for this improvement, indicates that a very great saving of expense 
can be effected by taking the south side of the river, utilizing certain natura} 
channels and at the same time avoiding a troublesome crossing of Elk River. 

The estimate for improving Muscle Shoals, as submitted by Major Walter Mc­
Farland, in his report of 1873, was $4,000,000; of w.h.ich amount there has been 
appropriated at varions times, $1,035,000; bot of this l..'l.tter sum about $454,000 
have been expended upon Muscle Shoals, a.nd$~60,000 at other points on the river, 
le2.ving a balance of $321,000 to pay for work under existing contraets. 'l'ho sum 
still to be appropria.ted is therefore $3,22a,OOO. Probably not more than two­
thirds of this amount will be required, in consequence of reductions made and to 
be made as already explained. 

[Major King's opinion that tile gross estimate for the work at the shoals was too 
large is important to be observ~d. as he is the •fficer under whose charge most of 
the money has been expendecl in that locality, a.nd he bas already made l'argo sav. 
ings by modifying the old plans in some instances and abandoning them in others. 
He is very sure a sating of at least61,000,000oan be realized on the older estimates, 
without slighting the work, though com.idemble of such saving would be the effect 
of lower prices for labor and material than when the first estimates were sub­
mitted.] 

.As to the time yet needed to complete the improvements, Major King says: 
" There is every reason to believe that the work can be completed within the esti­
mated cost if prosecuted as it should be; and under the same conditions it can be 
completed in about three years .from the time adequate appropriations are avail­
able." 

IMPORTANCE OF THE WORK. 

The great importance of this work, forming as it does a connecting link between 
so many miles of navigable water above and so many miles of navigable water 
below, commends it to the judgment at once as the most important of our internal 
improvements, and it should be completed without delay. 

'l'he remainin~ amount necessary to finish the improvement at Muscle Shoals ia 
surely an insignificant sum for a public work of such importance. 

SAVING. 

Will enough be saved to justify the cost 1 It will save by reducing the freight 
char~es on every ton ef coarse freight moved from Knoxville or Chattanooga noith­
wara or southward by water or by rail. 
It has beenreportea to the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, WashinJZton, District 

of Columbia, 1876 : That the average cost of moving one ton of freight from Louis­
ville to Chattanooga, 336 miles, is $3.6Z, and the average charge for moving one ton 
the same diatance is $5.64; while on the Ohio River the average cost of transporting 
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one ton of coal from Pittsburgh to Louisville, a distance of 600 miles, is only 56 cents, 
yet the distance is nearly tw1ce as great. And the average cost of carrying one ton 
of coal from Pittsburgh to New Orfeans, a distance of 2,000 miles, is only $1.05. In 
both instances the coal is carried in large barges towed by powerful steamers. It is 
a noted fact. however, thn,t freighte have been carried, for long distances, on the 
New York Centrcl and Hudson River Railroads in Hl75 at 66 cents per ton per 
mile. .But., says the auditor of the canal department, State of New York, 1876: 
" The pending campaign ~~~ainstthe water route is unquestionably causing great 
loss to the roads. Of this fact we only know what the officers of the roads choose 
to make public. For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1869, the year preceding 
the reduction in canal tolls, the gross earmngs of the New York Central and Hud­
son River Railroad Company exceeded the payments, other than for construction, 
$1, 137,767.65, and for 1875, the payments, other than for construction, exceeded the 
gross earnings 1,581,654.29." 

Tho abo . e rates, 66 cents per ton per mile, is the lowest rate ever before touched in 
the history of rail freighting, except in temporary e::rlgencics. Yet at this rate it 
would cost $13.20to carry a ton of coal 2,000 miles by rail. Hence, s;tys Professor 
:Maury, it is almost childish to compare the cost of transportation by "rail versus 
water." 

WHO GETS THE BENEFIT OF CHEAP TRANSPORTATION 1 
The nation, commerce, and the world are all enriched by it; but those upon whom 

it c nfers most benefit are the _Producers and consumers, whose stuffs and mer­
chandise are transported. In this case the farmer "has the deepest stake of all in the 
fence," says an eminent writer. Whether he sells his grain to his factor or his next 
door neighbor, he asks t.he same. It is the price of produce in the great commer­
cial centers, less the expense of getting it there, that regulates the price at home. 

RESOURCES OF THE COUNTRY, 

The territory whose natural outlet to the commerce of the country is cut off by 
the obstructions at Muscle Shoals comprises some fifty-six thousand square miles, 
embracing North .Ala.bamn., part of Middle Tennessee, :ill of East Tennessee, and 
portions of Georgia, Virginia, and North Carolina. The soil for the most part is 
rich and productive, and the staple agricultural products are cotton, cereals, and 
stock. In 1876, according to the information furnished by J. B. Killebrew, com­
missioner of agriculture, State of Tennessee, the valley of the Tennessee, above 
:Muscle Shoals, produced 7,099,564 bushels of wheat, 24,179,106 bushels of corn, 
3Je39,9t.i9 bushels of oats, 116,744 tons of bay, 62,974 bales of cott{)n, live stock of 
tne >alue of 27,771,909, and forest products of the value of $377,7\15. · 

The ~mme authority furnishes the following: ''The region drained by the Ten­
nessee River below tbe Muscle Shoals, embracing parts of Tennessee, Kentuck-y, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, produced for the year 1876 the following: 1,429,612 
bushels of wheat, 13, 74~,141 bushels of corn, 745,fi92 bushels of oats, 20,302 bales of 
hay, 61,882 bales of cotton, live stock of the value of $16,281,661, and forest pro­
ducts of the value of $74,978." 

With cheap transportation to stimulate and encourage production the Tennessee 
Valley might in a few years double these amounts. 

The lands are capable of producing in great abundance, but they are not worked 
to their best advantage on account of the lack of trans;eortation to mark~ which 
the improvement at tlie Muscle Shoals would supply. The valley is well tii:nbered 
with white, rt:d and post oak, a-sh, hickory, locust, birch, cherry, gum, black wal­
nut, maple, red cedar, holly, beech, white and yellow poplar, yellow and long-leaf 
pine, and several other kinds of not much value. 

CLIMATE. 

The climate of this v:illey is admirably adapted to all kinds of industrial pur­
suits. Indeed, it is the ost equable and pleasant in :ill the South. According to 
very careful observations made at the East Tennessee University under the direc­
tion of the United States Signal Service, at Knoxville, the mean temperature for 
the yem· is 570; the mean heat for the summer is 740; the mean cold for the winter 
is 400 ; average ma.l..-imum temperature is 91°; average minimum temperature is 2". 

DEVELOPME~T OF MThiUUL RESOURCES. 
It is from the magnitude of the mineral resources in the uppl'r valley and the 

adjacent tributary country that the strongest arguments for the improvement of 
the Tennessee River are derived. Even under existing unf..'l.vorable conditions and 
want of cheap transportation, the mining and manufacturing interests have become 
of such importance as to demand from the National Government a more vigorous 
prosecution of the work of improving the Tennessee River, especially at Muscle 
l::lhoa.ls. It is in this upper valley and adjacent tributary country, both in Alabama. 
and Georgi<'\, where the iron, coal, and other minerals are found in such immeasur­
able quantity. The great iron areas traverse the bases of both the Cumberland 
and Unaka Mountains. In fact, from one to three or more layers are found out­
cropping in the Dyestone belt skirting along the eastern base of the Cumberland 
Mountain or Wallen's Ridge, spreadirig out from two to twenty miles in the valley 
from Virginia into Georgm and Alabama., including the Sequachee and Elk Val­
leys. 

'l'HE EASTERN BELT 

Lies in front and at the base of the Unaka :Mountains. It reaches beyond the 
limits of the State, from the northeast into Virginia, and to the southwest into 
Georgia. The outcrops of this belt are very extensive, embracing all the eastern 
tier of counties. The Tellico ores, near the Chilhowee Mountains, are said to be of 
the purest found in this belt, a massive brown hematite. 

THE WESTER~ ffiON BELT 

Lies west of Nashville, near the Tennessee River, extending west into adjoining 
counties, and northward it reaches Kentucky. The amount of iron in this valley 
almost defies computation, and its proximity to the coal regions renders it addi-
tionally valuable. . 

There are over thirteen hundred miles of outcrop~ingveins of iron ore cut through 
by and ad_joining the Tennessee River and its naVIgable branches. First, the two 
fossiliferous red hematite veins that persistently follow the eastern base of the 
coal-field entirely acress the State cut through by the Tennessee at Chattanooga 
and by all its northern branches above Chattanooga, and extending southwest 
through Wills Valley to the center of Alabama. Tke Tennessee River vein, of 
aluminous red hematite, that follows the Tennessee River from Rockwood to 
Chattanooga, and rnns down through North Georgia. into Alabama at the east base 
of Lookout :Mountain, follows the Coosa for fifty miles into Alabama. The White 
Oak Mountain red h6matite block ore, that is cut in two by the Clinch River at 
Clinton, on the Knoxville and Kentucky Railroad, crosses the Tennessee five miles 
above Kingston, then follows White Oak Mountain to the Hiwassee, crossing the 
latter river five miles from its mouth, thence crossing the East Tennessee, Vir­
ginia. and Ge~a.Railroad near Ooltewah, eighteen miles from Chattanooga., thence 
crossin~r the western and Atlantic Railroad near Ringgold, eighteen miles from 
Chattanooga, and thence extending through North Georgia and down the Coosa 
River Valley into .Ala.bama. The "red clay" vein of red hematite, that begins 
in upper East Tennessee and crosses the south fork of Holston, in Sullivan County, 
the 'Vautauga in Carter County, following near the Nolachucky and crossing the 
Frenc.h Broad River eight miles above Kiloxville, and crossing the Little Tennes­
see about ten miles from its mouth, the Hiwassee four miles above Charleston 
and thence running through Bradley County into Georgia. 

Also, the great brown hematite belt at the western foot of the Unaka chain of 
mountains, beginning a.t the head Olf the Holston and runuing southwestwardly 
through Tennessee and Georgia into Central Alabama.; and finally the great chain 
{)f magnetic, black oxides and red specular ores that begin in Virginia and run 

southwest, with the east base of the Unaka. Mountains, entirely through to Cen· 
tral Georgia, crossing the Wautauga, French Broad, Little Tennessee, and Hi was· 
see Rivers, and the Morristown and Ashville Railroad, and the Western and At­
lantic Railroad. Every river in EMt Tennessee cuts throu~h and runs over vast 
beds of marble, variegated, pink, white, black, and others gray in color, while 
from Virginia to Georgia. is a continuous belt of roofing-slates, rnnnino- parallel 
with the eastern edge of the great valley. The Tennessee River, from Kt;gston 
to Chattanooaa, (one hundred and ten miles,) runs parallel and near to the Cumber­
land coal-fiel'a: At Chattanooga it turns west and cuts twenty miles through 
the coal-field an open cut twelve hundred feet deep, leaving all the coal out-crop 
on either bank, and then skirts one hundred and sixty miles further the northern 
sido of the Alabama. coal-field. 

Chattanooga is on the south bank of the Tennessee River, east of the mountains, 
and is five hundred and sixty-five miles from its mouth. Here is the meeting-point 
of six syst11ms of railways. There pass here to a market by rail over three hun­
dred thousand tons of co:ll and coke per annum, and it is the distributing point 
for the supplies and products of twenty-nine blast-furnaces and eight rolling-mills. 
Coal Creek mines produce three hundred t{)ns per day. Sewanee mines send an 
eqURl amount toward Nashville. 

COAL. 

The great coal measures of Tennessee include the whole of the Cumberland table­
land, and are equal to fifty-one hundred square miles in extent. The coal-fields of 
.Ala.bama cover an area of. over five thousand square miles, of which at least one­
third would find an outlet for the products of its mines by the Tennessee River. 
The coal of these States is all bituminous, and in the upper end of "the East Ten­
nessee Valley" approaches the chara{lter of cannel-coal. It-s general character is 
excellent and actual experiment has shown it to be peculi.arly adapted to the man­
'.lfacture of iron. Indeed, it has been found by analysis that the coal in the upper 
valley, in Campbell and Anderson Counties, Tennessee, is equal to the best Yough­
iogheny coal of Pennsylvania. It is now shipped to Charleston, Atlanta, Augusta, 
Memphis, and other southern cities. With an open river the lower cities on the­
MissiSsippi would neve~ suffer from a deficient supply, for the Tennessee never 
freezes up. 

The valley of the Upper Tennessee, and adjacent country, is destined to be the 
great seat of iron manufacture upon tlrls continent. Now here else are coal of such.. 
quality, iron ores of such purity and variety, with limestone and1;lrest{)ne in abund­
ance, found so favorably situated for use. For two hundred miles the Tennessee 
flows between mountains containing from four to six beds or layers of coal from 
two to eight feet in thickness, each. 

SITES FOR ffiON MANUFACTORIES. 
Nowhere can such favorable locations for the erection of furnaces be found as in. 

the Tennessee Valley, if the obstructions at .Muscle 8hoals be removed and cheaP. 
transportation be thus furnished for the products. This is not mere theory, but 1t 
has been demonstrated by actual experiment throughout this entire belt. 

Extensive blast furnaces and other iron works are now .in course of erection at 
South Pittsburgh, situated in the Dyestone Belt, and near the Tennessee River, 
in .Marion County. ''With an open river" sa,ys an old iron-master, "where l 
was invested in iron-making during the last decade, $1,000 will be invested in the 
next." The iron interest therefore demands an open river. 

MARBLE. 
Quarries of red and white va.rie~ated and grayish whitemarbleha.ve been opened. 

at several points in the upper valley, and their products are at the present time 
being shipped to all parts (of the country, which under the stimulant of cheap. 
transportation would soon become a. source of profitable industry; for tlrls marble­
is uns~assed for ornamental work. The National Capitol and nearly every State 
capitol, m their interior decorations, bear witness to its beauties. 

ROOFING-SLATE. 
Valuable quarries of roofing-slate mi~ht be opened at a hundred or more places 

in the eastern tier of counties were therr products accessible t{) cheap transport. 

:BUILDING-STONE. 
In Georgia, sixty or seventy miles from Chattanooaa, on the line of the State 

Railroad, are deposits of the ffnest building-stone and' roofing-slate in the United 
S~ates, as well as sandstone of the most refractory nature. These bulky articles­
cannot bear railroad transportation, but with an open river will find their way to 
the markets of the country. 

LEAD. 

There is a. lead mine in Union County, on Powell's River, which fills a nearly 
vertical fissure about twenty inches wide in nearly horizontal rocks. It was. 
tra{l(ld one mile by Dr. Safford, State geologist, who says: "There is rea.so,p to 
believe that the lode will improve further down." 

COPPRU. 
The productien of ingot copper at the Ducktown Mines, Polk County, in 1872, 

was 1,466,847 pounds~ worth S308,038. Since that date, preparations have oeen made 
for au increased proauction. The effec'i of the working of these mines upon the· 
wealth of the county ha-s been very great. 

BENEFITS RESUL'l'IXG FROM THE IMPROVIDffiNT. 
Draining a country possessed of such immense resources, the Tennossee River­

can rightly cL'\im to be regarded as one ef the main commercial arteries of the­
country. What the improvement demanded on the Muscle Shoals mil do for this 
valley is well illustrated in the case of other cities located on water lines. If Pitts­
burgh, Cincinnati, New Orleans, Saint Louis, and Saint Paul depended on railroads. 
for the transportation of their heavy products, their commercial ilpportance would 
not be what they boast of to-day. The same causes that have operated on the Ohio­
River in creating the immense wealth of manufa{lturing districts in Ohio and Penn­
sylvania have been shown to exist here in even a greater degree and only needing 
to be brought into activity by the opening of the Tennessee to navigation in order 
to produce a transformation in the condition of the country similar to that which 
has taken place during the last thirty years on the Upper Ohio and other rivers. 

The opening of the river will bring the southern central mineral States into 
more mutual relations with the northern and western river States. It will per­
manently establish cheap rates of transportation for heavv, cheap commodities, 
such as iron and coal. It will open up a region singularly ric1i in minerals, and the 
influence which the improvement will exert on the iron and coal business of this 
valley-perhaps the world-is hard to foresee. That the cost of iron production 
will here be reduced to the minimum in the world is the surest result of tlrls im­
provement. 

ADV ..U."'TAGES TAKEN BY RAILROADS. 
Commerce follows the course of na.vigable rivers by preference. Between Saint 

Louis and the cities on the Missouri all the heavy trade is done by river, though a 
railroad rnns parallel with almost its whole length. These cities have been made 
great by their rivers more than by their railroads, because these have served not 
only as means of communication with pla{les not re:>.ched by rail, but also as checks. 
upon railroad companies .. Louisville ships a car load of salt for a. certain amo~t 
by rail t{) Chattanooga, an mla»d town at present debarred from r1ver commum~ 
tion. Louisville ships the same car-load. on one of her rail lines, for the same dis­
tance, running parallel with the Ohio River, at one-third the cost of the fo:--mer 
simply because a boat will carry ft at that price. 
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TIME. 
The advantage of completing this improvement at as early a day as the same can 

be done with reasonable economy must be apparent. The sooner the work is done 
the sooner the several States directly affected by the cheap transportation thus 
secured to them will realize the growth in population and wealth, in"\"ariably the 
result of r eady and cheap commercial intercommunication between minin"' and 
manufactnrin" and agricultural peoples. o 

There may ge economy in delay, bnt your memorin.Iists have not been able to see 
'ho'Y it could work any saving to the Govermnent, while they are cet·tain it would 
. senously r etard tho de>elopment of t.he great mineral belt of the South, and equally 
retard =:11 the interest!! directly_d.ependiilg on such development and stay tho prog­
;ress of rnterdepenuent commllillties south and north of the Tennessee Valley. 

The Government has alroauy expended, including the sum Major King hM in 
hand and has let contracts to co>er, about $1,000,000 at Big Muscle Shoals. This 
work is worse than thrown away and the money worse than wasted unless Elk 
River Shoal above and Little Muscle below are made navigable. 
Th~ Government can realize nothing, directly or indirectly, from the work until 

it is finished. Nobody can be benefited by it a t all until tho whole obstruction is 
removed. On the contrary, . tho work done will constantly deteriorate iu value, 
while the country loses the interest on its investment during every year of unne· 
cessary delay. 

We are aware this is an especial season of " economy and reform. " \Vo feel the 
force of the reasons for economy. But we may be permitted to doubt whether that 
-can fairly be called a saving which puts off or doles out the compa.r-a.tiyo trifle, 
which if expended would add many millions yearly to the wealth, the consump· 
tion, and the tax-payin~ abilities of seven States. 

In view of the foregorng, and for many other reasons not here enumerated, your 
memorialists are of opinion that true economy as well as the direct advantage of a 
large section of the country and the general growth of the nation, all indicate the 
justice of an ap:proprintion sufficient to finish the Muscle Shoals improvement, at 
the present session of lJon!ITess. · 

All of which is respec~ly submitted on behalf of the convention. 
J. E. McGOWAN, Chai rman, Tennessee, 
WILLIAM B. GAW, Tennessee, 
H. H. HARRIS, Alabama, 

Memorial Committee. 
JANUARY, 1878. 

REPORTS OF COMMITI'EES. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I am directed by the Committee on the Judici::.ry, 
to which was referred the bill (H. R. No. 2013) to remove the politi­
·cal disabilities of Charles L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Al::.bama, to 
report the same favorably. This gentleman wa-s a member of Con­
gress in the prohibited times, and both Houses upon due examination 
passed a bill at the last session, I think it w::.s, for his relief, but 
through the lateness of time it failed to receive the signature of the 
President. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I report also, from the same committee, the bill 

(S. No. 310) to remove the political disabilities of Charles S. Scott, of 
Wilcox, Alabama. This is the same gentleman, but there is an error 
in the middle name. I report it adversely for the reason that I have 
reported the House bill bvorably. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be postponed indefinitely. 
Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Claims~ to whom was re­

ferred the bill (S. No. 101) for the relief of Susan J. Berry, submitted 
.a.n adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 
~h. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re­

ferred a. petition of citizens of Ma.ssachusetta, praying the passage 
of a law providing that hereafter no portion of the public lands 
shall either be sold or given away to individuals or corporations, and 
that a certain portion thereof, as prescribed in the "homestead bill," 
may be set ::.part to actual settlers, for which an annual rental shall 
bo paid, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and 
tha~ it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which was 
.agreed to. · 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom wasreferred 
the bill (S. No. 256) for the relief of Ismel Yount, submitted an 
adverso report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 388) for the relief of the 
heirs of the late William A. Burt, inventor of the solar compass, 
adopted and used in the public surveys of the United Stat.es, sub­
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, 
and the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re­
ferred the bill (S. No. 33) for the relief of R. W. Corbin, and others, 
. reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed .. 

:Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 196) to further define the rights of persons 
with respect to homestead entries on the public landR, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
.ordered to be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. P .AD DOCK nsked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 586) to sell certain public lands to the 
Be~trice and Denv~r City.R~oad Company, and for other purposes; 
whwh was read twwe by 1ts t1tle, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON, of P.ennsylvania, asked, and by unanimous consent 
-obtained, leave to introduce a bill(S.No.5-97)for the relief of Edward 
H. Leib; which was rend twice by its title, and referred to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 

to introduce a bill (S. No. 588) to change the rank of Robert C. Bu­
chanan, colonel on the retired list of the Army; which was read 
twice by its title, and r~ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 589) to reimburse the State of Oregon for 
moneys paid by said State in the suppression of Indian hostilities 
during the Modoc war in the years 1872 and 1873; which was read 
twice by Hs title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs . 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro­
~nce a bill (S. No. 590) for the improvement of the Umpqua River 
m the State of Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and re: 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro­
duce a bill ( S. No. 591) making an appropriation for a milit::.ry wagon­
road from Ellens burgh, at the month of Rogue River, in the State of 
Oregon, via the mouth of Illinois River, through Josephine and Jack­
son Counties, to Jacksonville, Oregon; which was ·read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro­
duce a bill (S. No. 59'2) for the relief of Captain P. A. Owen; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili­
tary Affairs. 

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 593) grantin~ a pension to Mar(J'aret R. 
Coloney ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com­
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
int~oduce a bill (S. No. 594) for the relief of William W. Speirs, late 
asslStant surgeon, United States Army; which was read twic(l by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on :Military Affairs. 

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 595) to further define and enlarge the 
powers and duties of the board of health of the District of ()olum­
bia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit­
tee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained. leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 596) to regulate the compensatim:i of post­
maste~, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. BLAINE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 597) to authorize the coinage of silver do11ars 
and make the same a legal tender, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice by its title. 

Mr. BLAINE. This bill would naturally go ~ the Committee on 
Finance, but the committee having reported on this subject I will 
merely move that it be printed and laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 

introduce a bill (S. No. 59i3) for t,he relief of Samuel J. Gustin; which 
was rend twice by its title,. and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 

A.Dil:rs, its Clerk, announced that the Honse had passed the joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 15) filling an existing vacnncy in the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the follow­
ing bill and joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate : 

A bill (H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant sec­
retary of the Smithsonian Institution, to receive from the King of 
Sweden a diploma and medal constituting him a member of the Nor­
wegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being :1 literary and scientific 
organization ; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral John J. 
Alroy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

PAPERS WIT.HDRA. WN .Al!U> REFERRED. 

On motion of Mr. BECK, it waa 
Ordered, That the petition of Martha. G. Vaughn and Louisa. Jackman be takon 

from the files and referred to the Committee on Military .Affairs. 
L. J, DRAPER • 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, the case of Runkle was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, being similar to the case of 
Draper, which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; ancl, 
as the Senate have decided to refer one case to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, the other should take the same direction. I move, there­
fore, that the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of the ca-se of Draper, and thai it be 1·eferred 
to the Committee on the J ndiciary. 

Mr. THURMAN. I shall not antagonize the motion inasmuch as 
the Committee on Naval Affairs seem so adverse to considering the 
question, although I think it the proper committee to make the 
inquiry. Inasmuch as the other ca-se is to be e:x:a.minod by the. Judi­
ciary Committee, the Senate having so referred it, and as I under­
stand (without knowing anything about the Draper case, but it is 
said here on the floor) that the questions are almost identical, I shall 
not oppose the reference, although I do wish once more to enter my 
protest against the idea that the Judiciary Committee is to decide 
all the legal questions that come before the Senate. 

• 
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order now moved by the Senator attention also to the elaborate print-ed report which accompanies the­

from Rhode Island was made by the Senate yesterday, but suspended bill. Every amendment is printed except one that I propose to offer. 
in the absence of the Senator from Ohio. We have acted now on all the amendments reported by the commit-

Mr. THURMAN. Yes; sir. In a word, in my judgment, the Judi- tee, I think. • . 
ciary Committee is formed for the purpose of considering questions Mr. P .AD DOCK. I shoulcl be very glad if the Senator would con­
that relate to the judiciary and the judicial system and organiza- sent to let it lie over until to-morrow. I have an idea that I may 
tion of the United States, all that relates to the organization of the wish to offer an amendment myself in referenc·e to the location of an 
courts, all that relates to crimes and their punishment, all that relates observatory. 
to tho practice of the conrts. The consideration of nominations of 1\.fr. SARGENT. Will the Senator please indicate his amendment t 
judges, marshals, district attorneys, and the like, and questions in I intend myself to explain the bill at some length, and while I am 
regard to the amendments of the Constitution, all properly belong to doing that the Senator may send for the bill, examine it, and prepare 
the Judiciary Committee; but that every question which involves a his amendment. 
legal doubt or inquiry must go to that committee is very contrary to Mr. PADDOCK. I have not yet fully digested the amendment that 
my idea of its proper functions. I do not deny, however, that the I may wish to propose, and indeed I desire some informatien from 
Senate may properly refer any subject that in its judgment it sees fit officers and professors connected with the observatory before I offer 
to refer to that or to any other committee. The committees are the it at all. I have already had some communication with those gentle­
servants of the Senate, and if the Senate see fit to send any question men; the correspondence is still proceeding, and is as yet unfinished. 
to a committee, however incongruous the thing may be, the Senate Mr. SARGENT. I desire to do .everything that is reasonable to ac­
has the right to do it, and it is the duty of the committee to con- commodate the Senator and the Senate. This bill is most urgently 
sider it. called for by the condition of things at the observatory; and by· sci-

The VICE-PRESIDEN'r. There being no objection, the order of entific gentlemen all over the United States it has been very strongly 
refe.rence to the Judiciary Committee is entered by unanimous con- petitioned for. If Senators will glance at the report they will see 
sent. that there ought to be no delay in passing this bill through Congress 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1\.fr. President, I wish to say one word. The defi- in order that the lives and health of those who are performing im­
nition of my friend from Ohio of the appropriate and natural juris- portant and useful service at the observatory may be saved. They 
diction of the Committee on the Judiciary I agree to, but I do not are now in peril. Most valuable lives have been lost, and lost within 
think it is quite a perfect definition. It has been the constant prac- a year, by the insalubrious surroundingsof this observatory. Further­
tice of the Senate, at any rate since its foundation, to send to that more, the fogs arising from the river obscure the telescopes so that 
committee questions of law for consideration and report, although the heavens are often entirely concealed and the important work of 
they may arise upon matters that have no connection with the judi-. the observatory is stopped. Under these circumstances Congress 
cial department of the Government of the United States. It is ought to pay early attention to it. The observatory itself is in an 
almost every day's practice. Of course it is perfec.tly competent for extremely dilapidated condition. It has not been painted for ten 
the Senate to change its practice and do something else; but it has years. You can kick the bricks out of the walls. The wood-work is 
happened a hundred times within my recollection. Once I remember falling into ruin, and the whole concern is really, except in the useful 
particularly on a post-office appropriation bill when it was pending work that it does, a disgrace to the American people. Under these 
here in the Senate under consideration not long since, three or four circumstances it seems to me that I am not too urgent in asking the 
sessions ago, a post-office appropriation bill was ~nder consideration, Senate to proceed with the consideration of the bill. 
in which was an item of appropriation that involved the question of Mr. PAD DOCK. I understand the truth of the Senator's state­
the legality of the action of the Department in connection, I think, ment, and realize the importance of early action in regard to this 
with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, in carrying mails to Japan, important matter; but I suggest that one day will make but very 
or somewhere; and the Senate, upon consideration, decided that, that little difference, and I hope the Senator will consent to let the bill lie 
involving purely a question of law, although the facts arose in the over until to-morrow. 
Post-Office Department, the Judiciary Committee should be called Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator please indicate the nature of the 
upon to examine t~e question, and report what it thought the law amendment he wishes to propose f 
ought to be on the point that was presented, and it was done. That 1\.fc PADDOCK. I think I may safely say that it is in serious con­
is only one illustration. I mention this merely to guard in the future templation by the officers in command of the observatory to recom­
againstwhat my friend has said being taken as an absolute and total mend the selection of a site in the West for an additional observa­
definition oi what it may be proper to call upon that committee or tory. They are now considering that question, I think since this bill 
any other committee to do. I am sure the Senate, if it ha-s paid atten- has been introduced. Since it was requested that thls change should 
tion to the course of the committee, will have observed that we are be made they have been seriously considering whether it might not 
not eager for jurisdiction, because every week, more or less, you will be well, j.n connection with this measure1 to provide for still another 
observe that we report bills, asking t-o be discharged, which appear to observ.atoryin the western part of the COJ.llltry, where the atmospheric 
have been referred to us inadvertently, tho questions of law in them ~obstfuctions are less than they are here, and in the interest of science-
being merely incidental to some question of a<lministration. it ight be most important that one should be located there. 

REMOVAL OF NAVAL OBSERVATORY. \. do not desire to antagonize this bill, and do not know that the 
Mr. SARGENT. I move to take up for consideration the bill' me~dment which I pr~pose could now be w:ell and properly ?onsid-

(S. No. 493) to provide for the removal of the Naval Observatory. ered,, but at the same t~me I should b~ glad if the bill could he over 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in Com- to give me an op~ortunity to confe_r with the Secretary of the Navy 

mittee of the Whole. and the officers of the o?servatory II_l respect to the matter. 
The bill was reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs with Mr. EDMUNDS: ,:While I am satisfied that tJ;e ~bs~rva~ory ol!-ght 

amendments not to stay where 1t IS, I am not sure but that this b1ll1s gmng a httile 
The first ~mendment was, in line 4 of section 1, after the word to? fast, consid~ring the condition o~ the country and the st~te of the 

"members" to insert'' one of whom shall be from civil life." Treasury. It mvolv~~. the expeJ?di~ure of $300,000 .certainly, and 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the whole context rea.d so probably nearex: a million wh~n It IS t~ougb. I think, the_refore, 

as to understand what it is. ' that t~e.true th~g to do a~ this pr~sent~rme.wo~ld ~eto appomtthe 
The CHIEF CLERK. So that as amended the section will read : commiSs.IOn proVIded for rn the. bill, ~th mst~uc aons to. select a. 

proper s1te and report to the President of the Umted States m season 
That the Secretary of the Navy be, and be is hereby, directed to appoint a. com­

mission consisting of three memoers,.one of whom shall be from civil life, whose 
duty it shall be to select a site within the District of Columbia for the United 
States Naval Observatory, 

The amendment was ··agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in line 10 of section 1, after the word 

' ~receiving" to insert the words "and approving;" so as to re3.d : 
The Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving a.nd approving the 

report of said commission, to purchase sailf site, to accept such plans a.s he may 
deem most suitable for tho construction of the observatory and its appropriate 
buildings, and to proceed with the erection of the same. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 2 line 8, after the word" act" 

to insert " except for the cost of plans ;" so as to read : 
And no expenditure shall be made under this act, except for the cost of plans, 

until complete plans for improvements have been prepared and approved, the ex:e· 
cution of which shall not exceed the amount theroin appropriated. 

1\Ir. PADDOCK. There are so many amendments proposed by the 
committee and the bill is in such an incongruous condition that I 
suggest it had better be printed with the amendments and lie over 
until to-morrow. 

1\lr. SARGENT. The bill has been printed with the amendments, 
and several days ago I called the attention. of the Senate to the bill, 
stating my intention to call it up in the morning hour, and called 

that.their report might be submitted to the next session of Congress, 
with a statement of the price at which a site can be obtained, which 
would enable us to estimate whether it ought to be bought at that 
priee, or if it ought not to be bought at that price, to take the usual 
and necessary measures for condemning it at its real value for the 
public use. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Why not have th~ report at this session f 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 
Now, a-s this bill stands, if this commission select an acre of ground 

on the top of the bill here or out by the Soldiers' Home, or wherever 
is the fit and best place, up to $300,000, although the property may 
not be worth fifty, the Secretary of the Navy is directed to purchase 
it ; and of course the owner fixes his own price, and up to $300,000 
he can fix. it. I do not think that is safe; I do not think it is right. 

Mr. SARGENT. The Senator will allow me to interrupt him. We 
have just adopted an amendment requiring the approval of the Sec­
retary of the report. He is not directed to act on the report unless 
he approves it, and he certainly will not approve it improperly in 
view of another provision of the bill requiring that the whole cost 
of the land and the improvements shall not exceed$300,000, and that 
not a dollar is to be spent for anything except for the plans until 
after the plans and the a-scertained price of the land will bring the 
whole within $300,000. 

• 

·-
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Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask i£ any amendment has been adopted 
except that in italics in section two on that subject 7 

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir; in line 10 of section 1, the words "and 
approving" are put in after the word "receiving," so as to read: 

The Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the 
report of said commission, to purchase said site," &c. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, Mr. President, but that is capable of two 
interpretations. This commission is to select a site, and the guide in 
the ~election of that site is to be that "which shall possess relatively 
the advantages of healthfulness, clearness of atmosphere, and con­
venience of access from the city of Washington." It then proceeds: 

The Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the 
r.lport of said commission, to purchase said site. 

,The commission are not charged with any inquiry into the reasQn­
ableness of the price that the owner chooses to put on his land; they 
are only to consider the fitness of the place in reference to the public 
use to which it is to be devoted. That being ascertained they are to 
report as they ought to, and that ought to be the only question in 
their report; because for a matter of high public importance like 
this, i£ the owner of the estate asks more for it than he ought to 
have it ought to be taken from him by process of law. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator allow me a moment more! I 
have here marked in pencil and propose to offer this additional 
.nmendment, to come in after the word'' Washington:" 

.And such other adv.antages as ID.:J.Y be found expedient. 
so as not to limit the consideration entirely to healthfulness, clear-
ness of atmosphere, and convenience of access. / · 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the thing is to be put in this form and to be 
done now, it ought to contain a specific provision that before any­
thing is done upon the subject except inquiry the Secretary of the 
Navy shall be satisfied that the price at which the site can be' ob­
tained is a rea-sonable one. 

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator prepare that amendment 7 I will 
certainly accept it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then there is another thing I want to suggest, 
because I am very much in favor of this removal, though I think, 
considering the state of our money, we might put off the ex:pen.diture 
of the money for a year possibly. I think that, considering the im­
portance of this subject, it would be much better to direct the Presi­
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to select a commission of three members, and let their 
report be made to the President, and let the chief officer of the Gov­
ernment, with the aid of the Secretary of the Navy, which of course 
he invokes, take the responsibility of fixing this location and l)eing 
satisfied that the price of it is reasonable. But I merely make that 
suggestion now because I see tho matter is going on. 

Mr. SARGENT. I do not know that I have any particular objec­
tion to that suggestion. It might be well, perhaps, to have the high­
~st responsibility it is possible to obtain. The question pending,} 
believe, is on tho other amendment. 

Mr. THURMAN. I move, in order to obviate the objection sug­
gested by the Senator from Vermont, to insert in line 11 of section!, 
after the word "site," these words: 
If the same c:m be obtained for what in his judgment is a reasonable price. 
I had occasion to visit the observatory one night last fall, and I 

was very much struck with the unsuitableness of the site and the 
dilapidated condition of the building. I was so much impressed with 
it that in a few days afterward I introduced a resolution instructing 
t.he Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire into the propriety of remov­
ing the observatory to a more eligible site. I made that motion en­
tirely from my own impression, without having consulted with a 
human being upon the subject. It, however, attracted some atten­
tion, and I very soon received communications from gentlemen in no 
way interested in the observatory otherwise than as men of science 
-and men who have the interest and honor of the country at heart. I 
have laid before the Senate some of those communications, not one of 
them from any officer connected with this institution, but all from men 
among the most eminent scientists in the United States, in all quar­
ters of the Union, and who speak, many of them, from personal knowl­
edge. The committee have carefully performed the duty that was 
-assigned them. A subcommittee, as I understand, of the Naval Com­
mittee visited the obserf'atory to judge for themselves; and the report 
that has been laid upon our table and printed shows, i£ seems to me, 
~onclusively, if anything caR show, the propriety of removing the 
observatory from its present site. 

Now, sir, I suppoad there is no Senator here who is opposed to the 
maintenance of a National Observatory. To say nothing about tho 
-encouragement to science which a great nation like this can well 
afford, the practical importance of that observatory to the commerce 
and navigation of the United States will repay all the cost of the insti­
tution; and whoever will take the trouble to look. into the reports 
that have emanated from that institution will be surprised, perhaps, 
to find how useful it bas been and how high is its estimation in the 
opinion o.f the scientific people not alone of the United States lmt of 
the world. 

:Mr. President, I was a little pained to hear the suggestion of the 
.senator from Nebraska that he had an amendment to remove this 
<Observatory out to the plains beyond the Mississippi. Now I clo hope 
that there will be no such sectional feeling as that over the observa-

tory. We have enough matters to fight about in which sectional 
feeling may arise. I am sorry it arises in any. 

Mr. PAD DOCK. The suggestion of my friend from Ohio seems to 
me to be quite unreasonable and unjust toward myself--

:Mr. THURMAN. I do not hear the Senator. 
Mr. PAD DOCK. I do •ot understand how it is that the Senator 

cannot hear. I am sure everybody else in the Chamber does. 
The suggestion of the Senator from Ohio that I have sought to do 

that which might lead to sectional feeling seems to me to be too 
absurd for notice. I said nothing that would leave any room what­
eve~ for such an inferenc~; I .said nothing whatever against this bill. 
I sa1d that some of the sCientists who are connected with the observa­
tory have had under consideration whether it might not be well to 
have a second nationa~ obse_rvatory in the fa_r West, on the plains, 
perhaps, of the trans-Missoun country, at a pomt which might be a 
compromise between the climatic anlil atmospheric conditions of the 
mountain and ocean districts of this country, where there are less 
climatic and atmospheric obstructions, where, the altitude being much 
~eater, as a co~s~quence the air is more clear, more rare, and less 
disturbed, admHtmg of more correct, more careful observations of 
meteorological phenomena.; for these and other reasons that it might 
be in the interest of science that sometJ:ring of that kind should be 
done; and it was with that view that I asked that the bill might be 
laid over, to consider whether the establishm~nt of a second observa­
tory might not be a most necessary and proper thing to do · at least 
I have thought and do still think that it is a subject worthy of most 
careful consideration, and i£ action shall be had on this Lill now I 
shall certainly call the subject up again for the consideration of the 
Senate. 
. ~ s~all interpose no further objection to the passage of the bill if it 
IS IDSisted upon. 

Mr. THURMAN. If the Nebraska tribe desire a second observatory 
I am sure I have no objection to their having a second or a third or a 
fourth; but that is no reason for removing the observatory from the 
District .vf Columbia, which was established here as a national ob­
servatory a long time ago. 

Mr. PADDOCK. I have not thought of such a thing, so far as I 
am concerned. 

Mr. THURMAN. Then I cannot understand why the Senator ob­
jected to the consideration of the bill, unless he wants to move an 
amendme~t for a second obser~atory at the national expense, and I 
do not thmk that anybody desrres that; I am sure I do not. One is 
enough to be maintained by the Government, and others may be left 
to those learned institutions and the patronage of the States which 
have ?-lready ma~e t~e observatories of the United States a subject 
of pnde, of admrration, and of usefulness. We have one in Ohio; 
there is a great observatory in Massachusetts; there is another in 
New York; there is one in Michigan. They are building a great one, 
my friend from California says, in his State; and there is no danger 
at all that there will not be enough of them. But this one is the 
national observatory. It is one charged with certain duties that 
other observatories cannot perform, certain duties for the use of the 
Navy of the United States and for the commerce of the United States 
that other observatories cannot be expected to perform. One is 
enough of this kind, and I do hope that there will be no objection to 
taking measures that shall remove this observatory from a site the 
most sickly perhaps in the whole District of Columbia and one the 
most unsuited perhaps for such an institution. 

A word now in respect to the expense. I believe I am about as 
economical as anybody on this floor, but I am willing to incur the 
necessary expense for this purpose. I am willing th!l.t this bill shall 
Le guarded in every possible way so that the expense shall not be 
too great. The amendment that I have offered removes, I think, the 
objection made by the Senator from Vermont. With that amend­
ment, I do not see why this bill might not pass. If other Senators, 
however, think that some previous investigation beyond that made 
by our Naval Committee, beyond the recommendation of the Secre­
tary of the Navy, beyond the opinion of every man who has ever 
been on duty at that observatory-if Senators still think that it is 
necessary to inquire, so be it. For myself I am satisfied with the 
unanimous testimony of every man who has ever served at that ob­
servatory that that is no place for such an institution; I am satisfied 
with the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy; and I am 
thoroughly satisfied after the careful investigation made by our 
Naval Committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, if there is no amendment paneling 
to this bill--

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is an amendment reported by the 
Commit tee on Naval Affairs not yet disposed of. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will state what I wish to move, und I 
hope it wi'll meet the unanimous app~o\&1 of this body, and we can 
gat the whole thing done at this session. I propose to make the hill 
read simply thus: 

That tho President be, and he is hereby, directed to appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, a. commission, consistincr of three members whose 
duty it shall be to select a site within the District of ~olnmbia. for the United 
States Naval Observatory; such site shall posse~ r elatively the advantages of 
healt hfulness, clearness of atmosphere, and convemenco of access from the city of 
Washington, :m~ report fully thereon, including estimates of the total expense, to 
the present sess10n of Congress. 

We all agree, I think, that the observatory ought not to bewher& 
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it is and ought to be somewhere else in this District. The question, 
therefore, is to select the proper spot, which three intelligent gentle­
men can do in a week, and then report to Congress where that spot 
is, the price at which it can be obtained, with an estimate of the 
total expense. If it is a spot that is satisfactory to Congress, as un­
doubtedly it. will be, the question then will simply be one of ex­
pense. If the proprietor asks what is fair, provision can be made for 
its purchase. If he does not, provision can be made for condemning 
it. Then we shall not be obliged to spend any money until we know 
what we are doing. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, while the observatory no doubt can 
be placed in a better position than it is now, though it answered all 
the purposes of the Government at a time when we had far more 
commerce and a better Navy to be watched over than we now have, 
yet, until some bill is prepared somewhat in accordance with the 
view of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] I shall feel con­
strained to vote 'agaiMt any measure on this subject. 

We have now to consider the interests of a people clamoring for 
the reduction of taxes in every possible form, and the only answer 
that is made to their just demands is that the Treasury is bankrupt, 
that no reduction can be made and no relief be had, because of the 
absolute necessities of the Government owing to the falling off of 
revenues by tariff or internal taxation. While complaints are earn­
estly made that reductions ought to·be had, that answer is deemed 
by the Department conclusive. The Secretary of the Treasury in his 
last annual report just laid before us, says that, with the present 
income derived from the present taxation there will be a deficiency 
at the "close of the year of over $11,000,000. We have now going on, 
undel' the War, the Navy, and the other Departments of the Govern­
ment, buildings in the process of erection which, according to the 
estimates, will require the following sums: under the War Depart­
ment, $7,900,000; buildings under the Treasury Department, over 
$5,000,000; buildings under the Navy Department, over $2,000,000; 
and all these vast expenditures have to be made at a time when tax­
ation is bearing perhaps more onetonsly than ever before. 

Besides, if this bill is passed in its present form it will do in this 
ca.se just as all former bills for public buildings have done, involve a 
cost of any amount that the m:magers see fit to make it cost. I served 
in the other House, under the distinguished Senator from Massachu­
setts, [Mr. DAWES,] in the Appropriation Committee, when we 
limited in every form the New York post-office to, I think, $3,000,000. 
It had hardly passed the basement story before the money was gone. 
We gave them $2,000,000 more, and pa-ssed another law prohibiting 
them by every penalty possible going beyond it. They expended 
amounts far beyond that, and I do not know what the cost of that 
building has been ; it was somewhere in the neighborhood of 
$8,000,000 when I last heard of it. We limited the Boston post-office 
to a million and a half, and we passed all sorts of laws to keep them 
down to it, and it had exceeded $3,000,000 before I left the Honse; 
perhaps it is much more than that now. 

If the authority given by this bill to any body of men is not so 
guarded that we know in advance what the land will cost, whil't will 
be the exact expense of the buildings, and have contracts made be­
forehand, instead of $300,000, as the bill proposes, you will find that 
millions will be expended before the object has been finally effected. 
That has been the experience of all that class of work according to 
my undert¥;anding; and when I heard the Senator from Vermont 
urging that there should be a preliminary report, that Congress should 
kn"ow what should be expended before it gave authority to anybody, 
I not only acquiesced in what he said, but I shall never vote for the 
bill until something of that sort is inserted, even if I do then, which 
in the present condition of industries, taxation, and expenditure, I 
think extremely doubtful. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky thinks 
that, · as the observatory has served since about 1840, it will still 
serve in the future. Since that time the Kidwell Bottoms have been 
uncovered; since that time the malarial influences of the Potomac 
have enormously increased. In fact, as I am told, they scarcely ex­
isted at all at that time. Now they are so bad as to be dangerous to 
the health and lives of those whom we put at the observatory. We 
send our officers there and assign them to that duty. They are as 
much compelled to go there as if we sent them to the cannon's month. 
It requires more courage to stand the malarial influences at the ob­
servatory than it does to charge in battle, and those influences, that 
malaria is growing worse and worse year by year. There is uniform 
testimony to this effect by medical officers in the service and out 
of it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. What increases the miasma f 
Mr. SARGENT. On account of the gradual filling up of the fiats 

of the river, being covered at high tide and uncovered at low tide, 
and the prevailing winds blowing the concentrated efiluvia upon the 
observatory here. That is the cause of it. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Is that worse now than formerlyf 
Mr. SARGENT. Immensely worse, andgettingworseyear by year; 

getting destructive of life. 
1\Ir. DAVIS, of West Virginia. What is the cause of its getting 

worse? 
Mr. SARGENT. On account of the filling up of the fiats, a process 

which goeson innearlyallrivers, especially where there is an extant 
.of agricultural country drained. Where the plow turns up the earth 

the rains falling carry down the sediment into the river, and it settles 
along in the shallow places, making them more shallow, until finally 
settling there with the high tide, when the tide falls it leaves an 
exposed bank, and in the summer and fall months when the heats 
are great the malaria arises from the decomposing vegetation. This 
is so in the Potomac and in other rivers, as many Senators know. I 
wish to call the attention of Senators to the fact that the committee 
do not act upon their own judgment in this matter; but carefully 
collected the opinions of medical officers. Medical Director George 
Clymer testifies from nearly eight years' experience, during which he 
had medical charge of the naval officers and their families at Wash­
ington, that "the location of the observatorji is nnheathfnl, caused 
by the malaria from the shores of the Potomac, from which no arti­
ficial means will secure it." 

Medical Director Charles D. M:axwell, who served two terms at the 
observatory, states--

Frequent ca13es of malarial fever occurred among the officers, more especially 
those en"'aged in night observations. The families of the superintendents resid· 
ing at fte observatory suffered most severely, the effects of which can even yet 
be observed in some cases. The ground on which the buildings stand has a sub­
stratum of red sand, porous, and consequently unhealthy. The miasmata from 
the adjacent marshes, wafted by the prevailing southwest :.md southeast winds, 
penetrate every crevice, and the dense fogs from the shores of the Potomac so en­
velop the entire hill as to render at times observation impossible. I therefore 
consider the observatory, with its surroundings, e1ninently unhealthy and un­
suited for the purposes intended, and that its removal to some more eligible height, 
westward of the city, is not only desirable but necessary. · 

Medical Inspector Philip S. Wales also testifies to the same fact. 
Dr. Grafton Tyler says the same thing. He is not iu the service. 
Dr. Alexander Y. P. Garnett, n.n eminent physician of this city, states: 

During the years of 1849 and 1850 I was assigned to the duty of attending th.e 
officers stationed at this post, and had ample opportunity to observe the pernicious 
effects of the malaria which investetl that locality. When we consider the imme· 
diate proximity of the low marshes stretching along the river at the base of the 
hill upon which the observatory is situat.ed, together with the recognized fact that 
marsh malaria most usually manifests its effects at the nearest eminence from its 
paludal source and to the leeward of the prevailing wind, we can readily understand 
why this locality has always been, and will continue to be, subject to malarial 
fevers. The truth of this statement you can at once verify by obtaining the ex­
perience of those officers who have resided at the observatory during the last 
quarter of a century. 

Professor M. Yarnall--
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired. 
Mr. SARGENT. I ask a few moments in order to finish my re­

marks, if not to dispose of the bill. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Not to do anything further than to finish the 

Senator's statement. I will consent to th.'J.t, and that is all. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection. 
Mr. SARGENT. Professor Yarnall giv~ instances of the death of 

some of. the brighest officers of the service who were stationed at 
this observatory. He says that the death of Admiral Davis, if not 
directly caused, was hastened by the malarious influences surround­
ing him at this observatory. The testimo::1y is abundant and con­
clusive upon that matter. No one can examine it without being 
satisfied that scientific men, ample and able judges of the matter, 
are unanimously of the opinion that it is sacrificing the lives of the 
officers of the United States whom we station there to continue the 
observatory in. that place. Their nerves are shattered by this ma­
laria, making their observations less reliable. The fogs, other men 
not doctors, state, come up and envelop the observatory sometimes 
so that at a very critical period of the observations tha instruments 
are rendered entirely useless. And yet in spite of this the commit­
tee show by this report that the scientific magazines of Europe give 
more space in their columns oYer a series of years to the observa­
tions and ·useful work of this observatory and the discoveries which 
have been made there and to its great contributions to science than 
to those of almost any other observatory in the civilized world.• 

This ob11ervatory has the great work of the Nautical Almana.c 
in its hands, upon the accuracy of which depends the safety of onr 
commerce all over the globe. The scientific work of this observatory 
cannot be undervalued. Certainly the cenditions surrounding the 
observatory should be favorable to its execution. 

The Senator from Kentucky considers that the Government should 
go into liquidation, that it is in a condition of bankruptcy, or that 
we are not to do a necessary public work because some extravagance 
has taken place in the construction of the New York custom-house 
or some other public building. If any law is necessary to prevent 
extravagance I will go with that Senator or any other Senator for 
the purpose of preventing it bylaw; but I am not prepared to believe 
that this nation of forty million people, with great resources, although 
there may be temporary depression in business, as there is over the 
whole world at the present time-I an1 not prepared to believe that 
tlris people are unable to carry out the ordinary operations of Gov­
ernment, to make the ordinary and nl!cessary appropriations to dis­
charge its functions. I did not think so even when a war was strain­
ing every nerve of the Government. At that time we finished this 
Capitol, made all our ordinary appropriations, not on a scale of extrav­
agance, but on a scale of reasonable expenditure. I think the people 
of the United States expect us to make reasonable and decent appro· 
priations; and I do not believe there is an intelligent constituency 
in the land, informed of the fac ts, who would say that under the cir­
cumstances set out in this report , represented by scientitic men from 
all parts of the country~ recommended by the executive officers of the. 



I 
I 

~ 

480 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. JANUARY 23, 

United States, recommended by a committee of the Senate who have 
carefully examined the faets, this relief ought not to be granted. 

I will not take up the time of the Senate because the morning 
hour ha.a expired, but I give notice that I will call up this bill again 
the first morning hour I have the opportunity. I do not know but 
that it may be well to have further report according to the plan of the 
Senator frop:t Vermont. Certainly I do not, and I know the commit­
tee do not, feel any pride of authorship in this bill. We simply de­
sire that the observatory be removed at a moderate and proper cost 
to some place where its useful labors can be carried on without imper­
iling the lives of those who perform this labor. 

Mr. BECK. Before ihe Senator from California sits down I ask him 
could he not with propriety ascertain precisely where would be a 
proper locality and what would be the cost both of the purchase of 
the land and the construction of the building before we are called 
upon to pass such a bill f Would it take long to do that f 

Mr. SARGENT. I suppose it might be done, but I should like to 
make this suggestion to the Senator: of course there should be some 
competition among bidders for the purpose of cheapening the price 
to the Government of the land which is to be acquired. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I suggest to the Senator from California that 
possibly it might be a good place to locate it on the Soldiers' Home, 
the title to which the United States already has. 

Mr. SARGENT. The observatory should be located somewhere 
in that direction. If we would designate the particular spot we want 
to buy before having some understanding in reference to the price at 
which we could get it, it would go up on your hands, and then you 
would have to resort to.legal proceedings. Competition among bid­
ders, however, who have lots equally eligible, would probably bring 
down the price even more than it would be appraised at by a court. 

Now, with regard to locating it at t-he Soldiers' Home, I think there 
are several eminences there which would be well adapted for the 
purpose, and perhaps it is not too fur from the center of the city of 
Wa-shington; but a doubt has been suggested which I should like to 
resolve, whether the title to that land is sufficiently vested in the 
Government of the United States, so that we would have a right to 
direct the erection of any building upon it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would be a matter of inquiry, of course. 
Mr. SARGENT. I will not take up the time of the Senator nom 

Missouri, who is entitled to the floor on another matter. 
EULOGIES ON SENATOR BOGY. 

Mr. COCKRELL submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives concurring,) That 12,000 
copies of the eulogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress upon the late Lewis 
V.Eogy, late United States Senator from the State of Missouri, be printed, 4,000 for 
the use of the Senate and 8,000 for the use of the House of Representatives; and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the portrait of Mr. Bogy to 
accompany the same. 

EULOGIES ON SENATOR MORTON. 

Mr. McDONALD submitted the following resolution; which wn.s 
referred to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the HOUJJe of Representatives concurring) That 12,000 
copies of the eulogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress upon the late Oliver 
P. Morton, late United States Senator from the State of Indiana, be printed, 4,000 
for the use of t.he Senate and 8,000 for t.he use of the House of Representatives; 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the portrait of Mr. Morton 
to accompany the same. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bill and joint resolution from the Honse of Represent­
atives were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

A bill (H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant 
secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, to receive from the King 
of Sweden a diploma and medal, constituting him a member of the 
Norwegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being a literary and scien­
tific organization; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral Joh:J1 J. 
Almy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over Mnn:finished business 
of the session of Monday last the resolution submitted by the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS,] upon which the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. CocKRELL] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, it is seldom that I consume the val­
uable time of the Senate in any lengtliy discuRsion of the various sub­
jects considered and acted upon by the Senate. I have no intention to 
consume unnecessarily the time of this body now, bnt a sense of duty 
to my State, my constituents, our whole country, and to myself, impels 
me to beg the indulgence of the Senate that I may submit my views 
of the law and facts involved in this resolution of the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. MATTHEWS] and also touching the payment of the national 
debt. 

If I can establish by the law and undisputed fucts that a bond 
issued on the 1st day of July, 1877, for the express purpose of carry­
ing out the provisions of the act of January 14, 1875, entitled "An 
act to provide fvr the resumption of specie payments," can be paid, 
principal and interest, in silver coin of 412! grains weight, nine-tenths 
fine, to the doll.'U', without violation of public faith or derogation of 

the rights of the public creditor, then it follows that all other bonds 
issued since aa well as prior to July 14, 1870, are likewise jUBtly pay­
able in such silver coin. 

In order to ascertain the exact questions of law and of facts at issue 
touching these bonds, I hn.ve prepared· and will submit to the high 
court of national honor and public faith of which we hear so much a 
petition on the part of the bondholder, as plaintiff, against the United 
States, as defendants, demanding payment in golcl alone. And an 
answer by the United States setting up their rights to pay the bond, 
principal and interest, in silver coin of 412i grains weight, nine-tenths 
fine, to the dollar, and a replication by the bondholder denying the 
right and setting up his reasons for demanding gold alone. I will 
then consider the questions of law and facts in issue and abide the 
decision of the high court of national honor and public faith. 

The petition is as follows: 

again.st In the High Court of National 
"BONDHOLDER, PLAL."'TTFF, } • 

THE UNITED STATES of AMERICA, Honor and Public Faith. 
defendants. 

"Bondholder, the plaintiff, states that the United States of America, 
defendants, in pursuance and by virtue of the provisions of an act of 
Congress entitled 'An act to authorize the refunding of the national 
debt, approved July 14, 1870,' amended by an act approved January 
20, 1871, in consideration of the sum of $50 ingold coin of the standard 
value of the United States paid by the plaintiff to the defendants, 
did, on the 1st day of July, lt!77, duly issue and deliver to this 
plaintiff their certain bond designated and called' 4 per cent. con­
sols of the United States,' sealed and executed by the duly author­
ized officers of the United States, dated on July 1, 1877. And 
t.herein and thereby the United States of America acknowledged 
t,hemselves to be indebted to the bearer, this plaintiff, in the sum of 
$50, and o bliga.ted themselves to pay to the bearer, this plaintiff, 
the sum of $50 in gold coin of the standard value of the United 
States on said July 14, 1870, at tb.e pleasure of the United States 
after the 1st day of July, A. D. Hf07, with interest thereon in such 
coin from the day of the date thereof at the rate. of 4 per cent. 
per annum, payable quarterly, on the 1st day of October, January, 
April, and July in each year, the principal and interest being exempt 
from the payment of all taxes or duties of the United States as well 
as from taxation in any form by or under Stah3, municipal, or local 
authority. 

" Plaintiff states that said bond has long since matured and become 
payable according to its terms, and that the United States have 
refused to pay said principal sum, or said interest, or any part 
thereof in said gold coin of the standard value of the United States 
on said July 14, 1870. Wherefore this plaintiff demands judgment 
against the United States of America for said snm of $50 in gold coin 
of tl.e standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with 
all the said interest thereon in such coin. 

" BONDHOLDER, Plaintiff." 
The answer of the United States to this petition is aa follows: 

''BONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF, } 
against · In the High Court of National 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Honor and Public Faith. 
defendants. 

"The United States of America, the defendants, for answer to the pe­
tition of Bondholder, the plaintiff, admit that in pursuance and by 
virtue of the provisions of an act of Congress, entitlerl 'An act to 
authorize the refunding of the national debt., approved July 14, 1870,' 
amended by an _act approved January 20, 11371, in consideration of 
the sum of $50 in gold coin of the standard value of the United States, 
paid by the plaintiff to these defendants, the United States of 
America did, on the 1st day of July, 1877, duly issue and deliver to 
the plaintiff their certain bond, designated ·' 4 per cent. consols of 
the United States,' dated on said July 1,1877, and therein and thereby 
acknowledge themselves to be indebted to the bearer, the plaintifi~ 
in the sum of 50. 

"These United Statesof America expressly denythattheythereinor 
thereby obligated themselves to pay to the bearer, the plaintiff, the 
said sum of ~0 in gold coin only, of the standard value of the United 
States on said July 14, 1870, with interest thereon in such gold coin 
alone, as charged in the petition. 

"These United States admit that they have refused to pay said prin­
cipal sum or said interest, or any part thereof, in said gold coin 
solely of the standa.rd value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870, as charged. 

"These United States deny that plaintiff is entitled to judgment 
against these defendants for said sum of · $50, in gold coin only of 
the standard value of tho United States on said July 14, 1b'70, with 
any interest thereon in such coin aa demanded in the petition. 

''These United States, for further answer, state the facts to be that 
said bond herein sued on is in words and figures as follows, to wit: 
'1877. Four per cent. consols of the United States. 1907. 

'Principal and intere.st payable in coin. 
(50) 

'At the Treasury of the United States. 
' The United States of America. are indebted to the bearer in the sum of 

Fifty Dollars. 
' 7115. 7115. 

' This bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress en· 
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· titled "An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt, approved July 

14, 187()," :unentied by an act approved January 20, 1871, and is redeemable at the 
plea~~ure of the United States after the 1st day of July, A. D. 1907, in coin of the 
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in such 
coin from the day of tho date hereof at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum. payable 
quarterly, on the 1st day of October, January. April, and July, in each year. The 
pl'incipal and interest are exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of the 
United States as well as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal, 
or local authority. 

'Washington, July 1, 1877. 

'.Act of July 14, 1870.' 

'S. J. MILLARD, 
'Begisrer of the Tre.arury. 

"These United States lor further answer sta.te that the law of the 
United States authorizing the issue and sale of said bond was ap­
proved July 14, 1870, as stated in the face of said bond, and the first 
section thereof is in words and figures as follows, to wit: 
• • That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue in a sum or 
sums not exeeedi.Jig in the aggregate $200,000,000, coupon or registered bonds of the 
United States, in such form as he may prescribe and of denominations of $50 or 
some multiple of that sum, redeemable in coin of the present standard value, at 
the pleasure of the United States, after ten years from the date of their issue, and 
bearing interest, payable semi.annually in such coin, at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum; also a sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate $300,000,000 of like 
b.onds, the same in all respects. bnt payable, at the pleasure of t.he Ullited States, 
after fifteen years from the date of their issue, anu bearing interest at the rate of 
4!t per cent.' per annum ; also a sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate 
11.000,000,000 of like bouds, the aame in all respects, but payable, at the pleasure of 
the United States, after thirty years from the date of their issne, and bearing in­
terest at the rate of • per cent. per annum; all of which said soveral classes of 
bonds and the interest thereon shall be exempt from the payment of all taxes or 
duties of the United States, as well a.s from taxation· in any form by or under 
State, municipal, or local authority; and the said bo-nds shlill have set forth and ez­
preBsed upon their face the tibove-specified conditions, and shall, with their coupons, 
be made payable at the Treasury of the United States. But nothing in this act, 
or in an:v other law now in force, shall be construed to authorize any increase what­
ever of the bonded debt of the United States. 

'SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to sell and dispose of any of the bonds issued under this act. at not 
less than their par value for coiu, and to apply the proceeds thereof to the redemp­
tion of anv of the bonds of the United States outstanding, and known as 5.20 
bonds, at their par value, or he may exchange the same for such 5.20 bonds, par 
for par; but the bonds hereby authorized shall be used for no other purpose what­
soever; and a sum not exceeding one-half of 1 per cent. of the bonds herein au­
thorized is hereb:y appropriated to .pay the expense of preparing, issuing, adver­
tising, and disposmg of the same.' 
"as found in the· united States Statutes at Large, volume 16, page 272. 

"And that the law of the United States amending said act of July 
14, 1870, and referred to in the face of said bond, was approved Jan­
uary 20, 1871, and is in words and figures as follows, to wit: 
'An act to amend an act entitled ".An act to authorize the refnnding of the national 

debt," 
• Be it enacted by the &nate and House of Represe-ntative~~ of th1 United StateR of 

America in Oongre~~s assembled, That the amount of bonds authorized by the act 
approved July 14, 1870, entitled "An :wt to authori:z;e the refunding of the national 
debt," to be i83ued bearing 5 per cent. interest per annum be, and the same is, 
increased to $500,000,000, and tho interest of any portion of the bonds issued onder 
said act, or this act, may, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, be 
made payable quarter-yearly: Provided, however, That this act shall not be con­
strued to authorize any increase of the total amount of bonds provided for by the 
act to which this act is an amendment. 

'Approved January 20, 1871.' 

"as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 16, page.399. 
"These United States, for further answer, state that on the 14th day 

of January, 1875, the Congress of the United States enacted a law to 
provide for the resumption o.f specie payments, in words and fig-
ures following, to wit: · 

'An act to provide for the resumption of specie paymen~. 
• Be it enacted by the Senate and HottSe of Representa-tives of the United States of 

America in Congress as11em.bled, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author­
ized and required, as rapidly as practicable, to cause to be coined at the mints of 
the United States silver coins of the denominatiolU! of ten, twenty-tlvo, and fifty 
cents, of standard value, and to issue them in redemption of an equal number and 
amount of fractional currency of similar denominations, or, at his discretion, he 
may issue such silver coins through the mints the subtreasuries, public deposita. 
ries, and post-offices of the United States; and, upon such issue, he is hereby au­
thorized and required to redeem an equal amount of such fractional currency, until 
the whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding shall be redeemed. 

'S&c. 2. That so much of section :l524 of theRevisedStatute.qof the United States 
as provides for a charge of one-fifth of 1 per cent., for com·erting standard gold 
bullion into coin is hereby repealed, and hereafter no charge shall oe made for that 
service. 

'SEc. 3. That section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, limiting 
the aggregate amount of circulating notes of nationaJ.bankin~ nssociations, be, and 
is hereby, repeaJ.ed; and each existing banking nSBOCiation may increase its cir­
culating notes in accordance with existin~ law without respect to said a~gregate 
limit; and new banking associations may be organized in accordance with eXist­
in~ law without res~ect to said aggregate limit; and tho provisions of law for the 
'Withdrawal and redistribution of national-bank cmTency among tho several States 
and Territorit:s are hereby repealed. And whenever and so often as circulating 
notes shall be issued to any such banking associAtion, so increasin~ its capital or 
circulating notes or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to redeem the legal-tender United States notes in excess 
only of 300,000,000, to the amount of 80 per cent. of tho snm of national-bank 
notes so issued to any such banking aasociation as aforesaid, and to continuo such 
redemption as Anch circulating notes are issued nntil there shall be outstanding 
the sum of $300,000,000 of such legal-tender United States notes, and no more. Anti 
on and after the 1st tiay of J a.nuary, A. D. 1879, tho Secretary of the Treasury shall 
redeem, in coin, the United States legal-tender notes then outstanding on their pre­
sentation for redemption at the office of the assistant treasurer of the Unitetl States 
iu the city of New York in sums of not less than $50. And to enable the Secretary 
of the Treasury to prepare and provitie for tho redemption in this act aut-horized 
or required, he is authorized to use any surplus revenues. from time to time, in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropria-ted, and to issue1 sell, anrl clispose of, at not les::~ 
th!m par, in coin, either of the descriptions of bonus of the United States described 
in tho act of Congre.qs approved July 14, 1870, entitled, "An act to authorizo tho 
refund in!' of tho national ilebt~" with like qualities, privileges, and exemptions, to 
the exteut necessary to carry this act into full cftect, and to use the proceeds tllereof 
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for the purposes aforesaid. And all provisions of law inconsistent with the provis 
ions of this act are hereby repealed. 

'Approved, January 14, 1875.' 

'' ~s found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 18, page 296. 
''And that the bond sued on and herein copied was issueu for the 

purposes of said act, approved January 14, 1875, and expresses npon 
Its face the 'quaUties,p1·ivileges, and exemptions' specified in the act 
approved July 14, 1870, as reqttired by said act of Januar!fl4, 1875. 

"These United States further state that on the 18th day of Janu­
~ry, 1837, the Congress of the United States enacted a. law entitled 
·An act supplementary to the act entitled "An act establishing a. 
mint and regulating the coins of the United States," approved Janu­
ary 18, 1837,' which repealed all prior laws inconsistent therewith; 
and that section 8 of said act· provided-

' That the standard for both gold and silver coins of the United States shall here. 
after be such that of one thousand parts by w ight nine hundred shall be of pure 
metal and one hundred of alloy.' 

"And that section 9 of said act provided-
• That of the silver coins the dollar shall be of the weight of 412} ~ins ; the 

half dollar of the weight o~ 20()! grains; the quarter dollar of the weight of 1031 
grains; the dime, or tenth part of :t dollar, of the wei~ht of 41~ grains; and the 
half din1e, or twentieth part of a dollar, of the weight of 20& grams i and that dol· 
lal'S, half dollars, and quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes shall be legal-tenders 
of payment according to their nominal value for any sums whatever.' 
"as found in the United States Statutes at Large, vplume 5, pages 
137, 138, and following. 

"These United States further state t.bat by an act of Congress en­
titled 'An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the half dol­
lar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime, approveu February 21, 1853,' 
the weight of the half dollar was reduced to 19'2 grains and the quar­
ter dollar, dime, and half dime reduced to correspond with said half 
dollar; and said coins of such reduced weight were <leclared 'legal 
tenders of payment for ·all sums not exceeding $5,' as found in vol­
ume 10, United States Statntes at Large, page 160. 

"Theoe United States further expressly state that the silver dollar of 
the wei~bt of 412t !?rains anu of the fineness of nine-tenths, as provi­
ded for m said act of Congress approved January lA, 1837, was on said 
July 14, 1870, a coin of the standard value of the United States, and 
a full legal tender of payment for any and aU sums whatever, ac­
cording to its nominal value, and its .coinage to any amount, without 
restriction or limitation, at the mints of the United States, fully au­
thorized by law and so continued up to February 12, 1~73. 

"These United St!l.tes, for further answer, state that by an act of 
Congress entitled, 'An act revising and amending the laws relative 
to themints,assay-offices, and coinage of the United States,' approved, 
Februar-y 12, 1873, found in the United States Statutes at Large, vol­
nme 17, pages 424 and following, the authority of the officers at the 
mints of th6 United States to coin silver into a dollar of 412t grains 
standard weight and nine-tenths st.andard fineness, which ball existed 
by law in full force without restriction or limitation from said Jan­
nary 18, 1837, up to saiu February 12, 1873, wa-s withdrawn anu ab­
rogated, and by virtue of the provisions of said act approved Febru­
ary 12, 1673, the silver dollar of 412t ~rains, nine-tenths fine, cannot 
be coined at the mints of the United ~:States. 

"These UnitEid States further state tha.t section 13 of said act., 
approved February 12, 1873, provides 'that the standard for both 
gold and silver coins of the United States shall be such that of one 
thousand parts by weight nine hundred shall be of pure metal and 
one hundred of alloy,' and that said section 13 only continued in 
full force and effect the said section 8 of the act of January 18, 
1837: in the same words, as before quoted, and thereby fixed the 
same standat·d tveight and standard fineness for both gold and silver coins, 
and which has therefore been continued from saiu January 18, 1837, 
up to the present time. These United States further state that by 
section 1 of an act of Congress, entitled' An act concerning the gold 
coins of the United States anu for other purposes,' approveu June 
28, 1834, and published in volume 4, United. States Statutes at Large, 
pages 699 and 700, it was provided-

'That the gold coins of the United States shall contain the following quantities 
of metal, that is to say, each eagle shall contain 232 grains of pure gold anti 25~ 
~ains of standard gold; * * * es.ch half eagle and each quarter eagle shall 
contain, respectively, one-half and one-fourth part. as much as tho ea~lo; * * * 
such eagle shall bo of the value of ten dollars; * * * tho half eagle and quar­
ter eagle to be of the half and one. fourth part of said eagle in value, respecti rely; 
and tho said gold coins shall be receivable in all paymonts when of fnll weight, 
according to their respective value.s; anti when of loss than full weight at less 
values, proportioned to the4' respective actual weights.' 

"And that by an act of Congress entitled 'An act to authorize the 
coinage of ~old dollars a.nd double eagles,' approved March 3, 1849, 
it was provided-

' SEc. 1. That there shall be from time to timo struck and coined at tho mint 
of the United States and the branches thereof, conformably in all respects to law, 
and conformably in all respects to the standard for gold coins now E'st.alllished by 
law, coins of p:old of the followina denominatiolU! and values, nz: double eagles, 
each to be of the value of twenty aollars or units, and gold dollars, each to b6 of 
the value of one dollar or unit. 

'SEC. 2 That for all sums whatever the double eagle shall be a legal tender 
for twenty dollal'S, and the gold dollar shall be a legal-tontler for one dollar.' 

"And that by virtue of said sections of said acts the golU coin of the 
standard weight 25.8 gmins and stand:ud fineness nine-tenths to the 
dollar was 'coin of the staud.n,rcl value of the United States' on said 
J1tly 14, 1870, with unlimiteti legal tender power. 

"These Uniteti States furthor state that by section 14 of saiu n.ct 
approYed February 12, 1873, it was provided-

'Tll.at the gold coins of tho United States shall boa one-dollar piece, which, .at th~t 
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standard wei,.ht of 25.8grains shall be the unit of value; a quarter eagle or two­
and-a-llalf.<lofiar piece, a three-dollar piece, a half eagle or th·e-dollar piece, an 
eagle or ten-dollar piece, and n. double eagle or twenty-dollar piece, and the stand­
at·ti weight of the gold dollal.' shall be 2:>.8 g.rains'-

"And tho standard weight of the other pieces to correspond there­
with-
'which coins shall be a le~al tender in all payments at their nominal value whon 
not below the standard we1ght and limit of tolerance provided in this act for the 
single piece.' 

"And that by section 15 of said act, approved February 12, 1873, it 
was provided-

, That the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half dollar 
or fifty-cent piece, a quarter dollar or twenty-five-cent piece, a dime or ten-cent 
piece; and the woi~ht of the trade-dollar shall be 4:20 g1·ains troy; tho weight of 
the half dollar shall be twelve grams (gramme8) and one-half of a gram, (_grnmme ;) 
the quarter dollar and the dime shall be-, respectively, one-half :mel one-fifth of the 
weight of said half dollar; and said coins shall be a legal tender at their nominal 
value for any amount not exceeding $5 in any one payment.' 

"Thus changing the weight of the half dollar, as fixed by said act 
of February 21, 1853, at 192 grains to 192.9 grains, and the weight of 
the quarter dollar from 96 grains to 96.45 grains, and of the dime from 
38.4 grains to 38.58 grains. 

"And that by section 17 of said ad of February 12, 1873, it waa 
further provided-

, That no coins, either of gold, silver, or minor coinage, shal1 hereafter be issned 
from the mint other than those of the denominations, st.andarda, and weights herein 
set forth.' 

"These United States further state that, by section 67 of said act 
of February 12, 1873, it is provided-

• That this net shall be known as the "coinage act of eighteen hundred and seventy 
three;'' and all other nets and parts of acts pertaining to the mints, assay-offices, 
and coinage of the United States inconsistent with tho provision!! of this act are 
hereby xepealod: Provided, That this uct shall not be construed to · aff~ct any act 
done, right accrued, or peualty incurred under farmer acts, but every ruch right is 
hereby saved.' 

"And these United States expressly state that the silver coin of412t 
grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar-the standard weight and fineness 
fixed by act of January 18, 1837, and continued by aot of February 
12, 1873-was 'coin of the standard value of t,he United States on 
said July 14, 1870,' and ever since has been and now is ' a coin of 
the standard value of the United States,' with unlimited legal-tender 
power, and that the said proviso in section 67 of said act of February 
12, 1873, has expressly saved and continued in full force eve1·y 'right 
;1ccrued under former acts' to said silver coin of 412-l grains, nine­
tenths fine, to the dollar, and that the said 'right,' so accrued and 
saved and continued to such silver coin, includes its' standard value' 
as a dollar and its 'unlimited legal-tender power' in payment of 
all sums at its nominal value. 

"These United States further state that by virtue of the provisions 
of the laws aforesaid 'coin of the standard value of the United States 
on said July 14, 1870,' fixed by law with unlimited legal-tender 
power consisted of gold, 25.8 grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the 
dollar, and of silver 412~ grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dolla.r. 

"These United States further state that bondholder prior to aud at 
the date of the purchase of said bond had actual and legal notice of 
the provisions and requirements of all the aforesaid acts of Congress, 
the laws of the land; and that the said laws of July 14, 1870, amended 
by act of January 20, 1871, and of January 14, 1875, authorizing the 
iss no and sale of said bond, and without w.hich said uond never could 
have had existence, expressly provided and required that said bond 
and all other bonds issued thereunder shall be payable, redeemable, 
'in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870,' and 'shall have set forth and expressed upon their face the 
above-specified conditions;' and that in pursuance of the explicit 
provisions and requirements of said laws the said bond has set forth 
aud expressed upon its face the said condition that it is redeemable 
'in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870.' 

"These United States expressly charge that the 'said J u1y 14, 1870,' 
was and is the precise and definite time fixed by tho plain words of 
the said laws authorizing the issue of said bond, and set forth and 
expressed upon the face of said bond itself in plain words, and 
expressly agreed upon by and between the bondholder and these 
United States for tho settlement, the determination, of the kind of 
coin and of the standard weight and fineness and tho standard value 
of the coin with which and in which the bond, principal and inter­
est, is payable. 

"These Unit-ed States further state that by the terms of the laws 
authorizing the issue of said bond, and by the plain words of the 
bonu itself, the solemn written obligation between these United 
States and said bondholder, and about the meaning and construc­
tion of which there can be and there is no doubt, patent or latent, 
these United States have the indisputable right, authority, and privi­
lege, in Jaw and in equity, in morality and common honesty, to redeem 
and pay off the said bond, principal and interest, eith_er in gold coin 
of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in silver coin of 412t 
grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. · 

"And these United States npw tender to the plaintiff, bondholder, 
the principal sum and interest, as specified in the uond 1 in silver 
coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 
1870, to wit, in silver coin of 412t grains, nino-tenths fine, to the dol­
lar, in full payment and satisfaction of said bond, and af\se.rt that 

such payment in such coin is a perfect compliance with the provis­
ions of the laws authorizing its issne and with the terms of the bond 
itself and with all known and recognized principles of national 
honor and public faith. 

"THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES." 
The replication of bondholder to this answer is as follows: 

"llO~'DHOLDER1 PLA.n.""TIFF, } 
against In the High Court of N atioual 

THE u~~TED STATES OF AMERICA, Honor and Public Faith. 
defendants. 

"Bondholder, the said plaintiff, in reply to the answer of the United 
States, admits that his bond is correctly copied in the answer; 
and admits the passage of the several acts of Congress, as stated in 
the answer; and tha.t the sections and portions of said several acts, 
purporting to be copied, are correctly copied and quoted. This 
bondholder admits that, in a mere technical, legal sense, the silyer 
dollar of 412t grains, nine-tenths fine, was on said July 14, 1870, a 
coin of standard value of the United States, with full legal-tellder 
power and without restriction upon its coinage, and so continued up 
to February 12, 1873, and that said act of :February 12, 1873, abro­
gated the authority to coin such a silver dollar, and such silver dol­
lar thereafter ceased to be a coin of the United States; and that on 
said July 14, 1870, the standard weight and fineness of the gold coin 
was 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

"This bondholder denies that the silver coin of 4121- grains, ninA­
tenths fine, to the dollar, since the passage of the act of February 
12, 18i3, has been or now is a coin of the standard value of the 
United States, with unlimited legal-tender power, as char"ed in the 
answer, and denies that the proviso in section 67 of said act has 
saved the right accrued under former acts to said silver coin or that 
the right saved by said proviso includes its standard value as a dollar 
or its unlimited legal-tender power. 

''This bondholder admits notice of the provisions and requirements 
of all said laws and that said bond contains the words quoted in 
said answer. This bondholder denies tl.lat said July 14, 1870, was or 
is the precise and definite time fixed upon for the determination of 
the coin and the standard value of the coin wherein said bond is 
payablo. Bondholder denies that the United States have the right, 
in good faith and morality and as a matter of public policy, to pay so.id 
bond in silver coin of 412! grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or to 
tender to or to require bondholder to accept payment of said bond in 
such silver coin, or that such a payment in such coin would be a 
compliance with what was contemplated by the parties at the time 
this bondholder bought and paid for said bond in gold coin alono or 
with national honor or public faith. This bondholder, fm·ther reply­
ing, insiats that the United States must pay him the principal and 
interest of said bond in gold coin alone, of the standard value of 
25.8grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, and, in support ofhisrightto 
such payment in such gold coin alone, begs toq note the exact language 
of the distinguished Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, in 
his annual report to the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress, 
and in his language to state that-

' Silver dollars have not been in circulation in the United StateR since 1837; and 
since 1853 fractional silver coins have beeu in circulation and a legal tcnucr only 
for limited sums, antl have not boon contemplated as tho meilium of payment 
since any considerable 'POrtion of the outstanding bonds wore is. ned.' 

"And that-
• On the 19th of J nne, pending the subscriptions, the Secretary informed the as.<;o­

ciates, in an official letter, that, as the Government exacts in payment for these 
bonds their face value in gold coin. it ""as not anticipated that any future legi la­
tiou of Congress or any actwn of any department of the Government woulu til! DC· 
tion or tolerate the redemption of the principal of these bonus or the payment of 
the interest thereon in coin of loss value than the coin authorized by lato at the 
time of their isme, being gold coin. And the gen~rnl confidence of tho public that 
so just a. principle of good faith would be observed by tho Govomment no <loullt 
largely contributed to the success of the loan. Whatever policy tho Govcrnmeut 
may adopt at any time in its system of coi;,age, it slloulJ not reduce tho value of 
the coin m which it pays its obligations below that it demandccl and received. The 
Secretary earnestly urges Congress to give ita sanction to this as~'Urancc.' 

"This plaintiff, relying upon the act of Congress of Febrnary 12, 
1873, omitting the authority to coin silver dollars of 41~-! grains, 
nine-tenths fine, and making the gold dollar of 2.'5.8 graius. nino­
tenths fine, the unit of value, a-s quoted in defe-:>d:::mt's answer; and 
also upon the official statements and assurances of the honorable the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the agent of the United States; and also 
upon the enli~htened policy, the national honor, and the public faith 
of the Uniteu States, bought and paid for said bond iu gold coiu 
alone, which was the only coin in circulation, and now demands pay­
ment in gold coin alone, and refuses to accept payment in silYer cuin 
of 412! grains, nine-t-enths fine, to the -dollar, not now authorized to 
be coined at any mint of the United States, and avers that tbe llllll'­
ket or commercial value of the silver in the silver dollar of 412t 
grains, nine-tenths fine, is less than. the gold dollar; and avers, in the 
lang~age of the same distinguished Secretary-

' If the market •alue of the silver in the new coin (meaning the silver dollar of 
412! grains, nine-tenths fino) is less than tho gold uolhr, a forced payment in the new 
coin (rcfening to said silver dollar} is a rcpuiliation of a. part of his dobt. T he 
saving that woultl thus btl made is utterly msi;niiicaut cornpare<l with tho injury 
dono to the public cretlit. And even us to bonos issnell p1ior lo February 12, JSi:J, 
:public policy and enlighteneu self-interest require us to pay them in the coin t.'um 
Jn cirt:.ulati_on and ~<_ontemp!aeca by ~oth JJartie8 as the medium Qf paymeuta.' 



1878. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. 483 
"And that-
' It does not become a. nation like onrs to avail itself of tho market depreciation of 

sil\'er to ga.in a small saving by tho payment of silver dollars instead of the coin 
t..ontempla.ted when the bonds were issued.' 

"This bondholder, infurthersnpportof his demand for payment in 
gold alone, and as an estoppel to tho attempt of the United St;a,tes to 
pay in silver dollars of 412! grains, nine-tenths fine, quotes the exact 
language of the distinguished Chief Executive officer of the United 
States · used by him in his message to Congress in December, 1877, 
when referring to the payment of the bonds of tho United States, 38 
follows: 

'All the bonds that have been issued since February 12, 1873, when gold became 
the only unlimited legal-tender metallic currency of the country, m-e justly paya­
ble in gold coin ur in coin of equal value. During the time of theso issues the only 
dollar that could be or was received by the Govemmcnt in exchange for bonds was 
tho gold dollar. To require the public cn>ditors to take in repayment any dollar 
of less commercial value would be rt~garded by them as a repudiation of the full obli­
gation assumed. The bonds issued prior to 1873 were issued at a. time when the 
gold dollar was the only coin in circulation or contemplated by either the Govern­
mentor the holders of the bonds as the coin in which they were to bo paid. It is 
far better to pay these bonds in that coin than to seem io take a,h-antage of the 
unforeseen fall in silver bullion to pay in a new issue of silver coin thus made so 
much less valuable. The power of t.he United States to coinmoneyan(l to regulate 
the value thereof ou~ht never to be exercised for the purpose of enabling the Gov­
ernment to pay its obligations in a coin of less >alue than that contemplated by the 
parties when the bonds were issued. Any attempt to pay the national indebted­
ness in a coinage of less commercial value than the money of the world would in­
volve a violation of the public faith and work irreparable injury to the public 
credit. 

'An adherence to the wise and jnst policy of an exact observance of the public 
faith will enable the Government rapidly ro reduce the burden of interest on the 
national debt to an amount exceeding $20,000,000 per annum, and effect an aggre­
gate savin~ to the United States of more than $300,000,000 before the bonds can be 
fully paid. 

"And now this bondholder respectfully and confidently submits 
that, although the words of the laws of the United States anthor..z­
iug the issue of said bond, and the words of the bond itself, can be 
interpreted in a strictly technical and legal sense to favor the view 
that said bond, principal and interest, 'is redeema.ble in coin of the 
standard value of the United States on said Jnly14, 1870,' 38 claimed 
by tho United States in their answer, yet, in view of the said acts of 
Fobrnary 12, 1873, and of Jan nary 14, 1875, and of the official state­
ments and assurance of the distinguished Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States, and of the distinguished Chief Executive of 
the United Stat~s, as herein quoted, the United States of America 
a great and enlightened nation, will not now tarnish it.a nationui 
honor and impu~n its public faith and abandon its heretofore wise and 
just policy and rnflict a fatal blow to its enlightened self-interest by 
attempting to pay said bond in the depreciated and demonetized sil­
ver dollar of 412! grains, nine-tenths fine. . 

"And therefore this bondholder demands payment in gold coin alone, 
and that by the jugment of this high court of national honor and 
public faith payment in such gold coin alone may be enforced. 

"BONDHOLDER, Plaintiff." 
What are the admissions· in this case and the questions in issue T 
The admissions are-
First. It is admitted that Bondholder paid in gold for his bond. 
Second. It is admitted that the bond is truly copied in the answer. 
Third. It is admitted that the dates of the laws authorizing the 

issue of the bond, and relating to the gold and silver coins, are cor­
rectly given in the answer, and the quotations and extracts from said 
laws, in sn.id answer, are correct. 

Fourth. It is admitted that" coin of the standard valne of the 
United States on said .July 14, 1870," fixed by law with unlimited 
legal-tender power, consisted of silver of 412t grains weight, nine­
tenths tine, to the dollar, and of gold of 25.8 grains weight, nine-tenths 
fino, to the dollar. 

Fifth. It is admitted that by the act of February 12, 1873, known 
ag the ''coinage act of 1873," the authority to issue a silver coin of 
412t grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to tho dollar was abrogated, and 
since that date no such silver dolbr can be coined. 

The questions put in issue by the denials of Bondholder are three 
in number, as follows: 

It is denied by Bondholder-
First. That the silver coin of 412f grains, nine-tenths fine, to the 

dollar has been since the act of February 12, 1873, or now is a coin 
of the ~Standard value of the United States with unlimited legal-ten­
der power. 

It is denied by Bondholder-
Second. That said July 14, 18i0, wa-s or is the precise and definite 

time fixed by law and by the bond for the determination of the coin 
and the standard value of tho coin wherein said bond is payable. 

It is denied by Bondholder--
Third. That the United States have the right in good faith and 

morality, and as matter of public policy, to pay the bond in silver 
coin of 412t grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in any other 
than the gold coin of the value paid therefor, notwithstanding the 
mere legal effect of the words of said laws and said bond; ior the 
following six reasons, to wit: 
~ust. Because the said silver · dollars have not been in circulation 

as money in the United States since 1837, and were not at the time 
of his rmrcllase of the bond ; and at that time the gold dollar was 
tho only coin in circulation or contemplated 38 the coin in which said 
bond was to bo paid. 

Secowl. Because the act of February 12, 1873, demonetizing the 

said silver dollar led the purchaser of the bond thereafter issued to 
expect pa.ymont in gold coin alone. 

Third. Because the power of Congress under the Constitution to 
coin money and regulate the value the1·eof ou~ht never to be exer­
cised to enable the Government to pay its obligations iu a coin of 
less value than that contemplated when the bonds were issued. 

Fourth. Because the public assurances of the officials of the Gov­
ernment when negotiating the sale of the bonds that they should be 
paid in gold alone, which was paid for them, led the purchasers to 
expect payment in gold alone. 

Fifth. Because it is far better for the people, as a matter of wise 
and just policy, to pay the bonds in gold alone, and will be a saving 
to them of millions of-dollars by reducing the rate of interest on the 
public debt by funding in bonds bearing a lower rate of interest. 

Sixth. Bec;:mse to force the bondholder to accept in payment of his 
bond any dollar of less comrnercial or 1narkct value than the gold dol­
lar, which he paid for his bond and which was the only coin then 
authorizecl by law with full legal-tender power, would be regarded 
as a repudiation of the fnll obligation assumed and would involve a vio­
lation of pttblic faith and would tarniBk the nationa,l honor. 

I will now consider in order the three questions put in issue by the 
denial!; of Bondholder and the six reasons given under the third q nes­
tion. 

First. The act of February 12, 1873, prescribed and continued in 
full force in almost the very same words "the standard for both gold 
and silver coins" fixed by the act of January 18, 1837, as shown by 
the extracts from each of said acts before quoted. The act of Febru­
ary 12, 1873, made uo change in the standard value of the gold coins, 
nor did it make any change in the standard value of the silver coins. 
It wholly omitted any mention of a silver dollar of 412t grains: nine­
tenths fine, lmt did not alter, change, or modify its standard value or 
the standard value of412i grains, nine-tenths fine, obilver. From Jan­
nary 18, 1837, up to that act the standard value of a silver coin of 412t 
grains standard weight and nine-tenths standard fineness had been 
one dollar of one hundred cents invested with unlimited legal-tender 
power in payment of all sums. The proviso in section 61 of said act 
of February 12, H:l73, expressly saved and continued in !nil force every 
right which had accrued under former acts-the act of January 18, · 
18:~7-and this right, so saved and continued, which had accrued to the 
silver coin of 412! grains, nine-tenths fine, was its standard value as 
a dollar ancl its unlimited legal-tender power, and by virtue thereof 
the said silver do1lar of 412t grains, niue-tenths fine, has continued to 
be and now is a coin of the standa1·d value of the United States with 
unlimited legal-tender power. 

In support of the f::wt established by the law, that said silver coin 
of 412! grains, nine-tenths fine, is still a coin of the standard value 
of the United States, and was and is a dollar with unlimited legal­
tender power, I cite the open, notorious, published, and known acts 
of the Government and its Treasury officials. By article 1001 of the 
revised re~nlations relating to the collection of customs, issued and 
published by the Treasury Department, Jan nary 1, 187 4, in a bound vol­
ume entitled "Customs Regulations, 187 4," page 488, it is provided: 

Sil>er dollars of the United States other than the trade-dollar, though no longer 
coined or issued, aro receivable for duties at their nominal value in unlimiteu sums. 

Silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and blllf dimes, coined previous to 
April, 1853, are receivable for duties at their no!pinal >aloe in unlimited sums. 

~il>ertrade-dollars, also silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, 
coined since April!, 1853, are 1·eceivable for duties in amounts not exceeding i-3 in 
one payment. 

I further cite article 2099, being a re!:!nlation of the Treasury De­
partment, issued aJ?.d published in a circ~ar letter of February 6, 1875, 
by Charles F. Conant, Acting Secretary, addressed to the survoyor of 
customs, Saint Louis, Missouri, in which it is said: 

In reply, you are informed that tho silver dollars of tho United States, other 
than those k:llown as "trade-dollars," will be received for :payment of duties on 
imports to any amount whatever. 

Thus the open, published, and everywhere known acts of the Gov­
ernment and its officials have proclaimed that this silver do1lar of 
412! grains, nine-tenths fine, is a coin of standard value of the United 
States, with unlimited legal-tender power. These reetulations were 
issued and published since the act of February 12, 1sn, was passed, 
and nndor section 3009 of the .Revised Statutes of the United States, 
which reads: 

All duties upon imports shall be collected in ready money, and shaH be paid in 
coin or in Unitcu States notes pa.yablo on demand, authorized to bo issued prior to 
the 25th day of February, 1862, and by law receivable in payment of public duos. 

These regulations nnd this law manifested to all persons the inten­
tion and understanding of the Government in determining what coin 
was under the la.w. 

Now, Mr. President, it has been stated that although the standard 
value of silver coin as a dollar and its unlimiteu legal-tcndbJ." power 
were not taken away by the act of February 12, IBn, yet they havo 
been taken away by the Revised Statutes. Now, I assert positively 
tllat the Revised Statutes do not affect, directly or iudirectly, tho old 
silver do~ar of 412! grains weight, nine-tentlls fine, issued prior to 
the passage of the act of February 12, 1873. The Revisetl Statutes 
aro simply a compilatiou of the existing laws in force at that time. 
Section 15 of the act of February 12, 1873, has the precise language 
in it which section 3586 in the Revised . Statutes hn.s. It has addi­
tional words, but these words contained in section 358G are taken 
verbatim from section 15 of the act of February 12, 1873: 

That the silver coins of tho United States shall be a trade-dollar, &c. * k * 
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And said coins shall be a le-gal tender at their nominal value for any amount not 
exceeding $5 in any one payment. 

Section 3586 says : 
The silver coins of the United States shall be a. legal tender at their nominal 

valuo for any amount not exceeding f5 in any one payment. 

Which means simply, can only mean, "the silver coins now au~hor­
ized to be issued by law," and the language does not affect sliver 
coins which had been issued prior to that time and under prior laws. 

In regard to the second denial of the bondholder the second ques­
tion in dispute. 

Second. Tile act of July 14, 1870, says the bonds issued thereun~er 
shall be "redeemable in coin of the present standard value," which 
can only mean the "said July 14, 18i0/' the date of the approval of 
the act. And the bond. itself is equally explicit in its plain words, 
which say "redeemable in coin of the standard value ot the Unit-ed 
States on ~aid July 14, 1870." To every unprejudiced mind it must 
be as apparent as the uncl!>uded sun i? meridian tb.at "said July 14, 
1870" waa and is the pree1se, the specrfic, the defimte day and year, 
the time fixed by law and by the bond and by the parties-the Gov­
ernment and the bond-purchaser-for ascertaining, deciding, and 
unalterably determining the coin and its standard weight and fine­
ness to the dollar and the standard value of the dollar meant by the 
word "dollar" in the bond, and in which the dollar promised to be 
paid by the bond shall be payable. 

Said tinte 1vas BO fixed in the interest and for the benefit, advantage, 
and profit of the bond-purchaser and. to induce him to purchase the 
bond by inspiring in him a moral certainty and an nns~aken confi­
dence that every dollar, principal and interest, na.med rn the bo~d 
would be paid in a coin doUar of silver or gold of ~fixed, certaii?-, 
and unchangeable weight and finenes~, and not subJect t? the ordt­
nary fluctuations of market or commere1al _value or pnrchasi_ng power, 
and not even subject to change or alteratiOn by the sovereign power 
of Congress. 

With this precise time fixed by law and by the bond the bond­
purchaser knew the exact weight and fineness of the silver or gold 
coin called "a dollar" in his bond, and in which his bond. would be 
paid· and that, aJthough Congress, influenceu by the whims or prej­
udic~s of the people or in the' e~ercise of its jus~ con~titutional 
power, might la.wf~y declare a ~om o! gold25.8 g:ra.ms, Dllle-tenths 
fine or a. silver com of 412-! grams, nme-tentbs fine, to be of the 
sta~dard value of $2 or $1.50 or any other sum greater or less than 
$1 yet such act of Congress could not affect the dollar of his bond. 

ThA bond-purchaser knew that the dollar named. in his bond, and 
thereby promised to be paid t? him, was a s~lver .coin of 412t. grains, 
nine-tenth~:~ fine, or a gold com of 25.8 grams~ nm~-tenths fine,. un­
changeably fixed, sure and steadfast and reaching mto all futurity. 

The Government and the bond-purchaser knew what bad been 
done by Congress touching coins, and that Congress had, by act of 
June 28, 18:34, reuuced the weight of the gold coin from 27 grains to 
25.8 grains and its fineness from 916! parts to 899.225 parts to the 
dollar and had again, by act of January 18, 1837, changed its fine­
ness from 899.2'25 to 900, or nine-tenths; and that Congress had also, 
by act of January 18, 1837, reduced the weight of the silver dollar 
from 416 "rains to 412-! grains, and changed its fineness from 892.4 
to 900, or 

0
nine-tenths, and had made like changes in the fractional . 

silver eoins. 
To remove all doubts and uncertainty as to what Congress might 

do and as to what might be the policy or the interest of the Gov­
ernment between the time of the issue of the bond and its payment, 
·the words of the law and the words of the bond, the solemn written 
obligation fixed the time for determining the coin, its weight and 
fineness ~ the do1lar, and fixed the weight and fineness of every 
dollar named in the bond. The silver coin of 412-! grains weight, 
nine-tenths fine, is the equivalent of every dollar named in and 
promi8ed to be paid b~ th? ~ond. Of this there ca~ be ?O dou.bt. 
Under the third questiOn m ISSue, the bondholder gives s1x spee1fic 
reasons why his bond should not be paid in silver and why it should 
be paid in gold alone. 

Let us consider each of these reasons in their order. 
First. .Aa to the first reason assigned, 
These an~ mere assertions, and are not correct, either in fact or in 

law. The same assertions are in the amendment prop(lsed by the 
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDM1J~"'DS.] They are heralded far and 
near as fa-cts, and are paraded before the public in the press, notably 
so in a leading editorial in the New York Herald of January 16, 
headed" Senator EDliUNDS on silver," in which is this expression: 

By requiring the whole revenue from customs to be collected in qold tho Gov:ern­
ment has maintained an active relation between its fiscal operatior:..s and corned 
money, but noue of that coined money was silver. 

I have already proved by the record and rules of the Treasury De­
partment that "cnatoms dues" have been payable in silver, even in 
s.tl ver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, coined prior 
to April 1 1853. Why are such reckless assertions made f The 
people will yet learn the facts as they are, not as they are recklessly 
asserted to be. . 
. Mr. KERNAN. :May I ask the Senator, is it not true that every bon­
est government when it demonetizes a coinage, if there are coins of 
that kind in circulation, always receives them in payment of its own 
debts. That was so as to the coin in England when they no longer 
made it a legal tender; the government itself put the loss on the 

government, on the whole people, not on in~viduals, by saying they 
would receive it though they would not pay Jt out. . 

Mr. COCKRELL. .Mr. President, it has not been the policy of the 
United States and if the Senator from New York will refer to the act 
of 1834 he wiil find that the coins issued prior to tllat act, <li vested 
ol their leo-al-tencler power, have been depreciated by that act and 
not made ~ leo-al tender after that time. 'I' hey were made a tender 
for the amoun~ which they represented in coin. . . . 

Silver dollars, or silver coins, have been practically aa mucJ: m Cir­
culation a~ money, as currency, as the gold dollars or gold coms. . 

Since 1861 neither gold nor silver has been actually used anu Cir­
culated as money in the business transactions of the country. Every 
one knows this fact. No debts, no contracts, no purchases, have been 
actually paid in gold or silver coins. They have not been in use as 
circulating money to any extent. They have been bought a:nd s?ld, 
as mere commooities and articles of merchandise, on speculatiOn, JUSt 
as wheat corn tobacco pork, and beef have been bought anu sold. 
Everybody re~embers l, Black Friday." Was golU in circnlat~on as 
money in New York City on that memorable day 7 No, 1.11-. Prefudeut, 
it was a mere commodity, wildly and recklessly bought, solu, and 
speculated on. . . . 

Let us examine the statistics: from 1837 the relatwe value estab­
lished by law between gold and silver ba~ been 1 to 15.988, est.imat­
ing one ounce of pure gold as equal to liJ.988 ounces of pure sllver. 
The statistics show that from 1851 to 1861 the relative value of gold 
to silver ranged from '' 1 to 15.19" to "1 to 15.58," being 1 to 15.50 in 
1861 and 1 to 15.36 in 186~, 1863, and 1864; and in 1805 1 to 15.44 
and in 1866 1 to 15.4<'-. At this date the silver coin of 412t grains 
weicrht nine-tenths fine was worth 10J.63 cents, or over 1 and 3.6 
cenfs ~gold. In 1871 the ratio was. 1 to 15.58, or one silver .dollar 
of 100 cents equal to 102.57 cents m gold. In 1872 the rat1o was 
1 to 15.63 or' one silver dollar of 100 cents was equal to 102.25 cents 
in gold. 

1
In 1873 the ratio was 1 to 15.91, tlr one silver dollar was 

equal to one gold dollar and .~6 of a cent more. . . 
In 1873 the coinage of the silver dollar of :fi2t grams, nme-tentcs 

fine was discontinued and in 1874 the relative value was 1 to 16.17, 
or ~ne silver dollar ~f 100 cents was only equal to 9!j.t:!6 cems in 
gold. In 1875 it was 1 to 16.fiB, or one silver uoll~r equal to 96.43 
cents in gold. In 1876 it was 1 to 17.87, or one silver dollar equal 
to 89.~2 cents in gold. . . 

These statistics show the relative value of the silver dollar to the 
gold dollar. Silver dollars of 412-! grain~,nine-tentha fine, ~ere wOI:th 
more than gold dollars of 25.~ gra~s, moe-tenths fi~e, until the COI~­
age of the silver dollar was dlScontmueu by act of} ebruary 12, 1873. 
Bondholder, backed by Senator Eol.l~"'D~ in hi~ proposed ame~d­
ment, says the silver d?llar _was not m crrculat10n, was not uemg 
coined· wa,g obsolete chrmes m the New York Herald. 

The ~tatistics of th~ Mint will furnish record eviuence. These show 
the coinage of the silver dollar as follows: In 186!j, $54,8VO; iu 1869, 
$231,350: in 1~0, $588,308; in 18?1, $65_7 ,929; and in 1t:!721 1,112,961 ; 
and from July 1 1872 to the diScontmue.nce of the comage u11der 
act of Febrnary 12 1873 $977 150; and hau its coinage been co11tinned 
toJune30 1873 it'would bav'e been for the fiscal year H:l73,$1,571,10~; 
thus show'ing 4;216,450 silver dollars coined in thes~ six ye~rs na~.et..l. 
These fact8-'11ot mere assertionB-sho>y the actnal.corna:ge of the silver 
dollar, and the rapid and w!>nderful mcrease of 1ts C?mage up to the 
day its coinage was discontmued. What was the comage of the gold 
dollar for the same years Y In 1868, $10,550; in 1869, $5,~~5; in 1o70, 
$9,335; in 1871,$3,940; in 1872, 1,030; in)873, $~,525; and ~n ltf74 it 
was $323,920, and fell in 1875 to :lO. We now see the relative value 
and coinage as they were-not as they are asserted to have been. I 
have prepared tables of statistics showing the value a?d num~er .of 
pieces of gold coins from 1793 to ~877, and the s~mc of tnl ver c?rns for 
same period, issued from the mmts of the Ut;uted Sta~s, w1th the 
ratio of dollars in silver coins to the dollars ill gold cmns, and tile 
ratio as to number of pieces of each. It is mathematically exact. 

The value a1td nuntber of pieces of gold coi11B f rO'TJt 1793 to 1877. 
Value. No. piece;;. 

$80~, 598, 440 in d<>uble eagles .•••••••••• - ...••.••••••• -•.•..• - ... - . .. -. 40, 4~9, ~~2 
56 707 220 ineaales . . . . .•..•••••••••••••••.••••...•....•..•.••.•••••• 5,6 .0, ,:,!2 
59' 4t2' 815 in half ea.o1es.--··· ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••..•• . . 13,882, 5U3 
26; 795; 750 ~n quarter"'eaglef!······ •.••••.•...•.••.••••••.••.•... ·-··· · 10, 7f B, ;;~~ 

1 300 032 m three-dollar p1eces .•...••••••.... . .•••.•. - .....•.... - . . 433, 3 
19: 345:438 in dollar pieces •.•••••••.•••••••••.•.••••.• -.. •• ---· ...•... 19, 34.5, 438 

---
983, 159, 695 in gold coin ••••••.•• - .•••• - .••••••••••••• ··-·--·---- ... --. 90, 5J0, 289 

The value and number of pieces of Bilver coinB from Ii93 to 1877. 
Value. No. pieces. 

fa. 045 838 00 in dolla.r pieces .•.•••••••••.•••••••••••• - ••.•••• -..... 8, 04.3, 8:!8 
118 869' 540 50 in hali·dollar pieces .••••••••••••••..•••••.•••••.••••. 2:.17, 73~. 0 1 

:W: 774: 121 50 i;n quarter-dollar .Pieces .•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.. 139, 0~6. 486 
270,858 00 m twenty-centpwces................................. 1,3;>4,~~ 

16 141 786 30 in dimes . ... _ .....••••••....•.••••••..•.•••••••••••.• . 161, 417, titi:.l 
.. ; 906; 946 90 ~half tlimes · ·.·--··-···-·························-··· q~, ~~d, ?~g 
1, ~1, 850 20m three-cent p1eces .••.•••••••••••• ·······---····-···· 4-, 1:20, :J 

~-~~ -~g 24, 581, 350 00 in trade-dollars . • • . • • • . • • • • • • . • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • . . 24, 581, 350 

2oa, 872, 291 40 713, 1o:!, l t 6 

}<,or every dollar issued in all the silver coins there have been 
issued $4.70-fu- in all the gold coins. . 

For every gold piece coineu. there. bav~ b~en seven p1eces and 
eighty-seven-hundredths of ~piece comed m s1lver. 
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Mr. BAYARD. Let me draw my friend's attention to one fa.ct. Of 

con rse he is speaking with the Government ta. bles before him ; but I a.sk 
him whether this large number of fraetiona.l pieces of silver did not 
consist of half dollars, quarter dolla.re, twenty-cent pieces, dimes, half 
dimes, and three-cent pieces, and whether in considering the mnnber of 
pieces of silver which t.he Mint has coined he has not counted these 
minute coins, these subsidiary coins of the country, aa equal to the 
units of coinage, the dollar of gold or of silver! 

J will also ask him while I am up whether the tables before him do 
not show that five times more of gold has been coined and delivered 
from the mints than of silver from the foundation of the Government 
to the beginning of the present year Y 

Mr. COCKRELL. In regard to t.he last question, they show pre­
cisely to the hundredth part of a cent what I have stated. I have 
not one solitary figure in my statement which is not mathematically 
exact beyoml any dispute according to Dr. Linderman in his Money 
and Legal Tender, just issued. 

Mr. BAYARD. I ask only the attention of my friend, not for the 
purpose of diverting him, to the point whether the statement I have 
just made as taken from the tables of the Mint up to the presen~ 
year--

Mr. COCKRELL. I have compared them, and it is so. 
Mr. BAYARD. I a,ak, then, whether the statement I have just made 

in regard to the proportion of coinage is not correct ! The Senator 
stated just now, very accurat~ly, that from the foundation of the 
Mint until the 30th of June, 1877, the total gold coinage amounted to 

• $983,159,695. I ask him whether, during the same period, the total 
silver coinage dill not amount to $184,290,941 7 

Mr. COCKRELL. Those figures are correct, except that the Senator 
has left off the trade-dollar, over $24,000,000. I mclude the trape­
dol1ar, and that is just the difference. The trade-dollar is in my 
estimate, and it is not in that of the Senator. Of all the other silver 
coins issued, leaving out the trade-dollar, there were $184,290,941.40. 
I add to that 24,5t!1,350 dollar pieces issued in the form of trade­
(1ollars, and they make an aggregate of $208,872,291.40, and they 
make one dollar of silver for every 4.70,70 issued in the gold coins. 
I know that these figures have not been generally before a great por­
tion of the people of the United States. I kt)ow that assertions are 
published in the press and in speeches and go forth to the country as 
facts when they are only assertions. I give not one figure which is 
not mathematically exact, or Dr. Linderman and the Government 
officials have falsified the facts. I am governed by their reports, and 
I know that I have made the calculations to a fraction. 

The silver coins include dollar pieces, half-dollar pieces, quarter­
dollar pieces, twenty-cent pieces, dimes, half dimes, three-cent pieces, 
aud the trade-dollar. Now the Senator from Delaware asks me if 
the great portion of these were not subsidiary coins, if they were 
not half dollars and quarter dollars, &c f Yes, Mr. President, a very 
la.rge portion of the e coins were aubsidiary coins, and I tell the 
Senator from Delaware that tho· subsidiary coinE~, as they are now 
stigmatizingly called, were, prior to the 1st day of April, 1853, the 
half dollar and quarter dollar, the dime, and the half dim(\, full legal 
tender for all debtd and sums without any discrimination or distinc­
tion. They stood upon the same platform with the gold dollar, which 
wa,s never coined until1849. I am sorry that I did not have time to 
complete all the calculations that I had contemplated submitting on 
another bill; but I will show you one item for the benefit of the 
Senator from Delaware. 

There were prior to the 1st dayof April, 1853, coined in the United 
States $68,6791507 of half dollars with full legal-tender power, 
and if you will examine the tables you will see that there was an 
enormous sum of quarter-dollar pieces issued prior to April1, 1853, 
and they are to-day inwsted by Congress with unlimited legal-tender 
power, and the Government to-day will receive them in payment of 
1 ts customs dues at their nominal value. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator means, of course, half dollars coined 
prior to 1853, which did contain--

Mr. COCKRELL. Two hundred and six and one-fourth grains. 
Mr. BAYARD. Making every two half dollars equal to one dollar. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. BAYARD. But the Senator wi11 recollect that in 1853 6iu 

~rains were taken out of every half dollar in the country, and after 
that time they were no longer a legal tender for an amount exceed­

•ing $5. That is correct, I believe. 
Mr. COCKUELL. No, I think not. The new coins containing 192 

grains instead of 206! grain11 were only a legal tender for $5, but the 
old half dollars already coined and stamped, baH-dollar of 20Ci 
grains, continued to be a legal tender for all amounts. 

.Mr. BAYARD. If my friond will do his countrymen and himself 
tho favor to read to them the report of .Mr. Robert M. T. Hunter, 
of Virginia, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance, 
be will find this fact stated as a reason why 6-{6 grains of stanclard 
silver were taken out of every bali dollar in the country: it wa,s 
because we could not keep them. They bad been undervalued, 
anll the consequence wa-s, to use Mr. Hunter's phrase, they were 
swept out of the United States, and there was no such thing in this 
conn try, except as a .matter of curiosity, as a half dollar of the full 
standard weight. He states that it was necessary to clip the wings 
of the coin that was leaving us, because we undervalued it here, and 
of course it wont to other countries where it wa-s properly valued. 
That was the Teason why tho coin waa dcba,sed by taking from it a 

part of its standard silver in order that we might keep it here for use 
among our people for small change; and that coin, so debased, never 
was by law capable of paying a debt over $5 in amount. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Why, Mr. President., the Senator and I perfectly 
agree on the question that the depreciated silver half dollar author­
ized by the act of February 21, 1853, was ~mly a. legal t~nder for 
amounts not exceeding $5. I have not satd a word about that. 
That is not my proposition. It is that the old silver half dollar of 
206! grains, coined at the Mint from 1837 to 1853, was left a legal 
tender and is still a legal tender to-day. 

Mr. BAYARD. There were none of them. 
Mr. COCKRELL. That is a question of fact as to whether there 

were or not. There may not have been any of them in circulation 
upon the Atlantic slope, the hem of the border of the garment that 
covers this country; but in the great Mississippi Valley, settled by 
the pioneers and hardy western men, the old silver half dollar of 
206! grains and the old silver dollar we1·e still used; and even in 
my own country, since the close of the war, those old silver dollars 
and half dollars have been brought out from their hiding places 
where they were kept during the war. The silver coins have always 
been prized by tho people of the count.ry. 

A few more statistics will be instructive. 
Estimating the entire population of the United states at forty­

five millions of persons of all ages, sexes, and colors, the aggregate 
separate pieces of gold coin issued from the mints of the United 
·states*om 1793 to 1877 will give to each person two pieces and 
~~of a piece, while the aggregate separate pieces of silver 
coin for the same period willgivefi.iteen pieces and Ul>~&b~& of a piece, 
or nearly sixteen pieces, to ea.ch person, or 7-fo'cr pieces of silver coins 
to one gold coin. 

These are indisputable facts, not a,ssertions. 
Let it be remembered, too, that up to 1853 all the silver coins, ex­

cept the three-cent pieces, were full legal-tenders, and the-reafter the 
fractional or subsidiary silver coins ware taken as full legal tenders 
in ordinary business transactions. 

The assertions are false in fact. We will now consider the law. 
By the words of the law and of the bond the silver coin of 

412t grains, nine-tenths fine, was a dollar with unlimited legal-tender 
power, and no sane man could have contemplated or expected that 
the plain words of both the law and the bond would be broken, dis­
regarded, and trampled under foot to gratify his whim, his vain de­
lusion, by paying back to him the very same kind of dollars or gold 
coins which he may have paid for his bo.qd. 

Do tho bondholders desire to strike from the law and from the 
face of their bonds t.be words" coin of the standard value of the 
United States on said July 14, 1870," and thus violate tho plain 
words of the law and of t.heir bonds, and thus absolve and release the 
United States from all the obligations imposed by the words of the 
law and of their bonds! If the bondholders will thus violate and 
break the terms of the law and of the bond, they cannot insist. any 
longer that the United States are bound by them; the law and the 
contract are nullified, and the United StateM are free to pay their 
bonds in lawful money, whatever Congress may determine that to be. 

Second. As to the second reason. 
The passage of the act of February 12, 1873, omitting the silver 

dollar of 412-t grains, nine-tenths fine, and abrogating the right of the 
mints to coin such dollars, could not possibly or reasonably have led any 
purcha-ser of a bond issued under the plain tv01·ds of the act of July 14, 
1870, and having set forth and expressed upon the face of the bond 
itself, in the simplest words of plain Englieh, " •redeemable in ooi-n of 
the standard value of the United States ON SAID JULY 14, 1870," to sus­
pect, much less to believe, that his bond would be pail! in gold coin 
alone, of the commercial or market value of the gold coin at the time 
of his purcha.se. If there bas been such a purchaser, I must say he 
is a fit subject for an inquisition of lunacy. 

If he read the law authorizing the officers of the Government to 
issue the bond, or if he read the words of the bond before purchas­
ing, every such delusion, every such hallucination, must have been 
dispelled. Whether he read the law or the bond, he is fairly and 
justly chargeable with actual as well as legal notice of the law and 
of the terms of the bond, unless be were insane. Insanity is the only 
escape. Will the bondholder plead it f 

As to the third reason-
Congress had the right to authorize the issue of the bonds and to 

make them redeemable simply in coin of the standard value of the 
United States or simply in coin without reference to weight or fine­
ness or value, and to have specified jn the fa.ce of the bond that it 
was redeemable in coin . 

Had this been done, capitalists would have refused to purcha,se 
such bonds, payable simply in coin, because the Congress might have 
changed the weight or the fineneB!I or the value or even the metal of 
the coin and compelled payment in such changed coin, perchance of 
only one-half the value of the coin, at the time of purchase, paid 
for the bond. 

To avoid such aetion by Congress and determine beforehand the 
precise weight and fineness of the coin, to the dollar, in which the 
bond could be paid, the law fixed the da.y and year for determining 
the coin in which the bond w~ to be paid, and the bond on its face 
specified the day "on said Jttly 14, 1t!70," and thus fixed definitely 
and unchangeably not only the 1:alue of the coin, but its specific 
weight and fineness; and the United States cannot pay in a coin of 
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less weight and fineness than that fixed in the law and in the bond. 
'Vhile Congress may exercise its constitutional right to change its coin, 
snch action cannot affect the bond, and the dollarsca.lled for by it. The 
wordsofthelawandthebondexclndeeverypossiblecontemplationthat 
payment would be made in coin of any commercial or market value 
either at the time of the issue of the bond or at the time of its ma­
turity or any intermediate time. Commercial value or market value 
of coin at any time cannot directly or indirectly affect the coin called 
for by the law and by the bond, and is nowhere mentioned in the law 
or bond. It is not coin of the market or commercial value of one 
dollar on said July 14, 1870, or at the time of tho issue or maturity 
of the bond, which was contemplated, but it is a coin of silver con­
taining 412t grains standard weight ancl having nine parts out of 
every ten parts pure silver and only one-tenth p:ut alloy, for eu:ry 
dollar, or a coin of gold, containing 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, for 
every dollar, regardless of all questions about the commercial or 
market value of such a coin. The bondholder bas no interest in and 
no right to qnestion the exercise of the constitutional power of Con­
gress "to coin money, regulate the valuo thereof, and of foreign 
coin." Cflngress c~ at any time change the value of the gold and 
silver coins, and their weight and fineness; can declare tba.t a gold 
coin 25.8 grains, nine-tenths tine, ~hall be $2, or $1.50; or t.ba,t a 
silver coin of 412t grains, nine-tenLhs fine, shall be $2, or 1.50, or 
even eighty cents, or fifty cents, and the bondholder can ba"'\e no 
cause of complaint; cannot assert that such action is a viola.tion of 
public faith or national honor, because such action cannot dbd does 
not affect the value or the weight and fineness of the dollar named 
in his bond. 

If the United States should tiec1are a gold coin of 25.8 graine, nine­
tenths fine, and a silver coin of 412t grains, nine-tenths fine, to be of 
the standard value of $2, yet they could not pay two of the dollars 
named in his bond. They coulti only pay one of such dollars. Con­
gress can demonetize gold entirely or silver entirely, yet the dollar 
named in the bond is not affected by it. It cannot be decreased in 
valne. It is a high crime and misdemeanor against the eqnities, t.he 
rights of the great laboring and proclucing masses of this country, to 
attempt to increase its value. The silver coin of 412! grainl:l1 nine~ 
tenths fine, is the dollar of full one hundred cents named and prom­
ised in the bond. 

When Congress shall again authorize the coinage of the silver dol­
lar, as it will and must do sooner or later, then if the relative value 
of gold and silver dollars is not equal Congress can easily adjust the . 
value of tho gold dollar by. reducing its weight or fineness to that of 
the silver dollar. Tho bondholder cannot complain, because he will 
still be paid in the silver dollar of 412t grains weigh·~, nine-tenths fine, 
as provided by the terms of the law and of bis bond. 

4. As to t.he fourth reason : 
.Assur:mces of Government officials-the servants of the people, the 

mere executors of the laws of the land, which can alone be enacted 
by Congress-can neither add to, vary, contradict, nor modify the 
plain words of a law or the plain words of the bond, the svlemn writ­
ten obligation between the parties. No principle of law is more cer­
tainly settled. In order to forever unmask this pretended snbter.fugo 
and establish this principle of law to the satisfaction of every one 
beyond a reasonable donbt I will quote the law from standard au­
thority. I quoto from Starkie on Evidence, tenth edition, pages 647 
and 648: 

It is likewise a. general and most inflexible rule that wherever written instrn­
ment8 are appointed, either by the requirement of la.w or by the compact of par­
tie~ to be the repositories and memorials of truth, any other ovidence is excluded 
fro~ being used, either as a. substitute for such instrument.~ or to contradict or 
altPr t.hem. This is a matter both of principle and policy; of principle, because 
such instruments are in their own nature and origin entitled to a. mnch hi~her de· 
gree of credit than parol evid6l;lce; of policy, because it would bo attended with 
~n~at mischief if those inetrnment$ upon which men's rishts depended were liable 
to be impeached by loose collateral evidence. 

Tho nllo may be "thus generally stated, namely: That oral ondenceshall in no case 
bo received af! equivalent to or as a substitute for s. written instrument where the 
latter is required by law, or to gi'"o effect to a written instrument which is defec­
ti..-e in any particular which is essential to its validity; or to contradict, alter, or 
-cary a. wrltten instrumel!t, either appointed by l~w or by the co.mp~t of. private 
parties to be the appr!lpnate memonal of f?e p~cular. fac~s which Jt r~mte.~; f~r 
by doing so oral te..qtimony would be awmtted m usurpation of a spec1es of eVI­
donee decidedly superior in degree. 

Such is the law as written by that distinguished English jurist., 
Thomas Starkie, esq., of the Inner Temple, one of Her Majesty's coun­
sel. 

I now quote from Greenleaf on Evidence, volume 1, page 312, sec­
tions 275 and following: 

When 1,1arties have deliberately put their engagements into writing, in such 
terms us Import a legal obli~ration without any uncertainty as to tho object or ox­
tent of such engagement, it is conclusively presumed that the whole engagement of 
tho parties, aml tlie extent and manner of their undertaking, was reduced to writ­
ing and all oral testimony of :1. previous colloquium betwocn the parties or of con­
vm·~ation or declarations at the time wben it was c~mpletetl, or afterwards, as it 
would tend in many instances to substitnte a now and different contract for the 
ono which was realty aw:-eo<l upon, to tho prejudice possibly of one of the parties, 
is rrjectcd. In otherwordll, as tho rnle is now more briefly expressed, "parol con­
temporaneous ovidenee is inadmissible to contradict or vary the terms of a. valid 
Wlitten instrument." 

Such is the law as written by the distinguished American jnrist, 
Simon Greenleaf. Tbe general rule of the Scotch law and also of the 
Roman civil law is the same. • 

'fhe officers of the Government are the creatures of the law, tho 
administrators or executors' of tho law, and not the law-makers. 

'l'ho President and the Secretary of the Treasury are exec uti ~e ofli-

cers. Their duties are to execute the laws enacted by Congress, and 
not to make laws by assurances or representat.ions to bond purchasers. 
Thoy can neither add to, vary, contradict, nor modify the terms of the 
laws, by public-official or semi-official assurances, representations, or 
promi~s. 

No one knows this better than the Secretary of the Treasury, for 
in quoting bis assurance, given his associates in tho official letter of 
JUlle 19, 1877, before referred to, in his report to Congress, he says; 

The Secretary eaTne~~Uy urgu Conuress to give its sanctioJ!. to this tUsttrance. 
'Vhy does be urge Congress to give its sanction to his assurance if 

such assura.nca was authorized by law, if it had any validity, forco, 
or effect 7 

"Now, in the name of all the gods at once, 
Upon what meat doth this our Cresar feed, 
Tbat he is grown so great" 

as to violate and disregard the laws of Con!!Tess by giving assur­
ances, not only unauthorized by law but in direct violation of law, 
and the plain terms of the bonds be was selling t He has dared to 
give unauthorized assurances, but be did not dare to issue a single 
bond contrary to tho terms of law, for every one of tbe bonds he lias 
issued bas set forth and expressed upon its face the precise words re­
quired by law-

Redeemable in coin of the standard value of the United States on said J nly 14,1870. 

Nor would a bond-purchaser have ventureti to buy a single bond 
not having these precise words set forth and o:qnessed upon its fa.co 
as required by both the acts of July 14, 1870, and January 14, 18i51• 
for without tbem . th~ bonti would be without authority of Jaw, null 
and voiti. And now, to claim that such assurances-not only made 
wit.hont authority, right, or even pretense in law, but in direct viola­
tion and disregard of the plain terms of the law and of the bond, 
and known to be so by the officials giving them and by the purcha.s­
ers of the bonds-can give the bondholders even a color of right or 
even a pretense in equity to demand gold alone, is scarcely less than 
a crime. Such a claim, such a pretense, such a subterfuge is repudi­
ation-a repudiation of the terms of both the law anti the bond, de­
liiJerate, premeditated, and of malice aforethought., inspired u.nd in­
stigated by unholy avarice and insatiable greecl, and fed IJy tho hope 
of an extortionate increase of the value of the bonds. 

5. As to the fifth reason : . 
I submit, is it a better or more wise or just policy to pay in gold 

alone, and will it be a saving f ' 
Is i ~ a more wise or just policy in any government to exhibit before 

its people an example of violation and disregard of the plain terms 
of its laws and an example of the repudiation of the plain terms of 
its contracts, its bonds, to gratify and enrich a few bondholders, 
while at tho samo time such government strictly punishes all viola­
tions of its laws by its people, the tax-payers, anti rigidly and sternly 
enforces all its contracts against it.s people, the great body of them, 
and while the great body of its people are heavily burdened and 
groaning under an enormous and appalling indebtedness-national, 
State, municipal, and individual-estimated at $10,000,000,000, which 
is an indebtedness of $2'2'2.22 for every man, woman, and chilu, of 
every race, kindred, and tongue, in the Uniteti States f 

Mr. President, it cannot be shown that such a course is a wiser or 
better policy or will be a saving to the people. It will add burdens 
upon the already fearful burdens now borne by the people, whoso 
industries and enterprises are now paralyzed by hard times nnprece­
denteti for years past. 

6. As to t.ho sixth reason : 
The cry of repudiation, tarnishing of national honor, impugning 

aml violating public faith, abandoning the hitherto wise, just, and. 
benign policy of a few Government officials, fulsely styled the Gov­
ernment, and inflicting a deadly blow to the enlightened self-interest 
of tho Government, because of the assertion of the right of the Gov­
ernment t.o pay the bonds in either silver or gold dollars of the weight 
and fineness fixed in the law and in the bond, baa been beard far and ' 
wide, from the eastern press and from the bondho:ders and their 
special allies and friends. 

'Vo have been stigmatized, abused, and vilified as repudiationists, 
imbeciles, silver lunatics, &c. 

Conscious before God that I am as loyally devoted to the Consti­
tution with all its amendments, to the integrity of the indissoluble 
union of these States, and to the preservation of national honor and 
public faith as any one of these distinguished gentlemen who fold 
their arms across their breasts and in their self-complacency and 
self-assumed purity, honor, and patriotism parade themselves with 
golden phylacteries in the presence_ of a tax-ridden people and, with 
the self-righteousness of the PhariSee, cry-" God, we thank Thee 
that we are not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, 
repudiators, or oYen as these silverines. We fast twice in the week 
upon imported wines and delicacies, bought with gold, and give 
tithes of all that we possess, our untaxed gold bonds, to gratify our 
own pure desires." 

I hnrl back with scorn .and contempt these imputations. I stand 
in this Senate Chamber to-day as one of the representatives of t9.o 
great State of Missouri, and as a Senator of these Uniteti States, and 
in behalf and in tho name and interests of tlle citizens demand for 
the peoplo tho enforcement of the laws of the land, and tlle plain 
unmistakable words of the contract, and boldly asser~ that to pay 
tho bon<l, principal and interest, in either silver coin of 412! grains, 
nine-tentlls fine, to the dollar, or in gold coin 25.8 grains, nine-tenths 
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fine, to t he dollar, or in such silver coin alone is in perfect compliance 
with the plain worus of the laws authorizing the issue of the bond 
and definitely referred to on the face of the bond, and with the 
plain worus of the bond itself, the sqlemn written obligation, be­
tween the bondholder and tho people of these United States, and 
with all known and reco~nized principles of equity, common hon­
esty, public faith. and natiOnal honor. 

And I brand those who undertake to violate and trample under 
foot the plain words of the laws and the plain words of the bond as 
violators and transgressors of the laws of the land, as repudiators of 
the plain terms of their own solemn obligations, as extortioners from 
the heavily burdened and paralyzed tax-l?ayers of this great country, 
and as debauchers of national honor and public faith. 

No, Mr. President, we are not repudiators, nor will we remain defen­
sive on this issue. We charge these crimes of violated law, repudiated 
contracts, and debauchery of national honor and public faith upon the 
guilty parties-the bondholders, their allies, and special pleaders. 

And from their masked and untenable positions we charge them 
with the helmet of equity emblazoned with national honor and public 
faith, with the shield of common honesty, and with the bayonets of 
truth in our hands, and impelled by the force of honest enlightened 
public opinion and sentiment, we will drive them into a decent 
obs~rvance of the plain terms of the law and of their bonds. Let us 
hear no more of the repudiation of the full obligation assumed, of 
the violation of public faith, and of the tarnishing of national honor 

. from these bondholders, their allies and friends, who themselves are 
• violating the law and repudiating their own solemn, written contracts, 

their bonds, and by these false cries are attempting to fasten their 
own crimes upon those who ask the full and exact performance of all 
the requirements of the laws and of the bonds1 and are offering in 
good faith to comply with the letter and the sprrit of both the laws 
and bonds. I solemnly warn the bondholders of the pernicious effects 
of their own violation of law and repudiation of contracts. 

'fhe tax-payers of this country, the hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, the people, have their rights, hav~ their equities, which must 
be regarded. It is their right, in law and in fact, to pay this bond 
in the said silver coin. This right they will never, no, never surren­
der. The people cannot and will not pay in gold alone. Th~ rights 
of the people are superior in equity and prior in time to the claims 
of the bondholders and creditors. This Government is from the people, 
of the people, for the people, and by the people, and most be adminis­
tered according to their sovereign will. Wha~ )s "pn blic faith," 
'""national honot' !" ''Public" means" pertaining or belonging to the 
people;"" relating to the nation, State, or community;"'' opposed to 
private." "Faith" means "fidelity to one's promises, or allegiance 
or duty;'' "a strict adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises;" 
"word or honor pledged;" " promise given." "National" means 
"pertaining to a nation;" "common to a whole people;" "public," 
"general." "Honor" means" a nice sense of what is right, just, and 
true, with a course of life correspondent thereto;" "that which right­
fully attracts esteem, respect, or consideration." " Public faith" 
means "fidelity to the promises, the duty of the nation, of the peo­
ple;"" a strict adherence to dtlty and fulfillment of promises of the 
nation, of the people." "National honor" means "a nice sense on 
the part of the nation, of the people, of what is right, just, and true, 
with a course of life correspondent thereto;" "that conduct or course 
on the part of the nation, of the people, which rightfully attracts 
esteem, respect, consideration:." 
· When wo offer to pay the bond in silver coin of 412t grains weight, 
nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, in full compliance with the t-erms of 
the law and of the bond, the only promises of the nation, of the peo­
ple, ever made or given, how do we depart from "fidelity to the 
promises, the dnty of the nation, of the people f" How do we de­
part from "a strict adherence to duty and fulfillment of promises of 
the nation, of the people f" How do we offend that" nice sense on 
tho part of the nation, of the people, of what is right, just, and true, 
with a course of life correspondent thereto f" How do we depart 
from that " conduct, that course, on the part of the nation, of the 
people, which rightfully attracts esteem, respect, consideration f" 

When the bondholder demands gold alone and refuses to accept 
silver, in plain violation and repudiation of the terms of the law and 
his bond, the only promi!es of the nation ever made or given, how 

does he preserve the public faith, the national honor f The option 
to payin gold or silver of the fixed weight and fineness named in the 
law and bond belongs t.o the Government, not to tho bondholder, 
and is the right of the Governme.nt, not of the bondholder. The 
bondholder can demand gold and silveri not gold or silver, at hi,s option. 
The Government can, at its will, its p easure, its option, pay in both 
gold and silver, or in gold alone, or in silver alone. The bondholder 
must accept both gold and silver if offered, or gold alone if offered, 
or silver alone if offered. • 

It is no more a violation of the public faith and national honor or 
in derogation of the rights of the creditors to pay the bond against 
the objections ~f bondholders in silver coin alone, of the fixed weight 
and fineness named, if the Gov;ernment so choose, than it wonld be 
to pay the bond, against the objections of bondholders, in gold alone 
if the Government so choose. 'fhe relative value of tho two coins is 
wholly immaterial. When the coinage of the silver dollar is again 
authorized by law, should its relative value to gold return to what it 
was prior to 1873, will the bondholder then demand gold alone f 
He will then have just as much right to gold alone as ho now has, no 
more, no less. The option, tho right to pay in either coin alone, will 
still belong to the Government, under the terms of the law and the 
bond. , · 

The bondholder has appealed to the high court of natiou..al honor 
and public faith. I am willing to abide the decisi~n of that august 
tribunal. I will read it: • 

"The High Court of National Honor and Public Faith, in the case 
of 'Bondholder against the United States,' finds the facts to be that, 
by the plain words of the laws authorizing the issue of the bond and 
by the plain words of the bond itself~ the bond, principal and interest, 
is payable 'in coin of the standard value of the United States on said 
July 14, 1870,' and that by the plain words of the laws in full force 
from January 18, 1837, up to, on, and long afterthe said July 14, 1870," 
"coin of the standaJ;d value of the United States on said July 14,1870, 
included and consisted of silver coin of 412t grains weight, nine­
tenths fine, to the dollar, and of gold coin of 25.8 grains weight, nine­
tenths fine, to the dollar, each havingtinlimitedlegal-tenderpower,and 
upon these facts declares the law to be that the United States, at its 
option, can pay said bond, principal and interest, either in silver 
coin of 412! grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in gold 
coin Of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, :to the dollar, and that bondholder 
must accept payment of hiR bond, principal and interest, in the said 
silvercoin; and that such payment in such siLver coin alone is. in 
full compliance with all the terms of the laws authorizing its issue 
and with all the terms of the bond itself, and with all the known and 
reco~nized principles of equity, common honesty, national honor, and 
pnbhc faith." 

Such is and Will be the calm judgment of mankind, of every un­
prejudiced, disinterested citizen of our own and all other countries. 

Mr. President, I · heartily approve the resolution of the Senator 
from Ohio, a-s far as it goes. It declares the law correctly, that all 
bonds issued since July 14, 1870, under said act and subsequent acts 
are rayable, principal and interest, at the option of the Government, 
in silver coin of 412t grains weight, nine-tenths fine to the dollar, 
and that such payment "is not in violation of the public faith, nor 
in derogation of the rights of the pnblic.creditor." 

I go further. I assert without fear of successful contradiction that 
not only the bonds issued since July 14, 1870, but also every outstand­
ing obligation of the Government to-day, with one single exception, 
can be paid in such silver coin of 412t grains weight, nine-tenths 
fine, to the dollar, without violation of public faith or derogation of 
the rights of the public creditor. I have in my hands "Statement 
of the public debt of the United States for the month of December, 
1877," :which shows the total outstanding debt or obligations of the 
Government to be on January 1, 1878, $2,233,802,69-~.94, subject to a 
deduction of $187,847,250.15, pnt down as "cash in the Treasury," 
consisting of " coin," " currency," '' currency held fC\r redemption of 
fractional currency," and "Sl?ecial deposit held for redemption of cer­
tificates of deposit as provided bylaw," andleaving$2,045,955,442.79 
resting upon the credit of the United States-the shoulders of the 
tax-payers. Every dollar of this enormous sum js in fact and in law 
payable in said silver coin, excepting only one item of $33,424,900. 

This public debt statement is as follows: 

Statement of the public debt of the United ~tates for the month of December, 1877. 

Title of loan. Authorizing act. 

DEBT BEARING lliTBREST IN COIS. 

Rate of in­
terest. When redeemable. 

1. Loan of 1858 ................... ____ , June 14, 1e5S . ••. ·---- ..... 5 Z2··-· ··-· .After January 1, 1874·-···· ••..••• . 
2. Loan of February, 1861, (1881's) .•••. February 8, 1861. •••••.•• . 6 0 • ...................... - •••••••• ·······-···· •• . 
3. Oregon wardebt-----···-··········· March 2, 1861.---·-- •••.• . 6 %---···-· ............ ·---·· .................. . 
4. LoanofJulyandAug.,l861,(188l's). July17andAugu.st5, 1861 6 % .•...••. .AfterJune30, 1881. ............. . 
5. Loan of 1863, (I!?t!l's) -·-·-·. ·-· .. ••. March 3, 1863 .... - ... ·--·- 6 % ..... ·-· .After June 30, 1881. ............... . 
6. Ten-forties of 1864 ••• - •• ---·-· ·---·· March 3, 1864 .......... -.. 5 %. ·-· .... .After .March 1, 1874 .•• - ••••••••••. . 
7. Consols of 1865.---··-·-·. , ____ •••. March 3, 1865 ....... ··-···· 6 ~ .. - .. -- . .After July 1, 18i0 ... - .... ~ -·-···· •. 
8. Console of 1867. __ .... ___ . ·----- .••. March 3, 1E'65 ··--·· ....... 6 ,6 •••• ·-·· .After July 1, 1872---··--·-· .....•. 
9. Conools of 1868.·-·-· -·- .. -·.-- .. --. March 3, 1865 ..•.•• . .••.. . 6 ~---- ·-·· .After July 1, 187:.1 ........... : ..... . 

10. Ftmded loan of 188L ............... July14, '70, and Jan. 20, '71. 5 , ~ .•••••• . After May 1, 188L .••...••••.••... . 
1l. Funded. loan of 1t:!'JL ·-·------ ----- - July14, '70, and Jan. 20, '7l . 4! %-•• . ••• . After September 1, 1891 .•••••.•••• . 
12. Funded loan of 1907 ••• ·-·----·-·- .. July 14, '70,andJan.20, '71. 4 % ........ After July 1, 1007 ................ .. 

.Aggregate debt bearing interest in coin ______ -----·, __ _. __ ·-·--· ••••••.•••••• ··-- •• ·----··"-- ........ ··;· ••••••••• . 

Total am 't out-
standing. 

$260,000 00 
18,415, 000 00 

9~5. 000 00 
189, 321, 350 00 
75, 000, 000 00 

19t, 566, 300 00 
116, 903, 350 00 
310, 617, 200 00 

31,465,300 0() 
508, 440, 350 00 
200, 000, 000 00 

74,900,000 00 

1, 7~6. 8:!3, 850 00 

Interest dne .Accr'lltnter-
and unpaid. est to date. 

. ............. -- ~ .. - - $6,500 00 
$21, 4f'O 00 55t, 450 00 

4, 59!) 35 28, 350 00 
247,558 2!) 5, 6i9, 640 50 

76, 303 GO 2. 250, 000 00 
238,642 36 3, 242, 771 66 

6, 974 12 3, 507, 100 50 
1, 040,417 3t 9, 31 8, 516 00 

145, 941 92 1, 123, 959 00 
.J., 452,752 95 4, 237, 0(12 92 
1, 388, 666 01 750, 000 00 

430, 2:JO 92 750,000 00 
--------· 
5, 053, 626 83 31,446, 2:!0 58 
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Statement of the public debt of the United States for the mcmth of December, 1877-Continued. 

DEBT BEARING Th"'TEREST Ci LAWFUL MO!'i'BY. 

Title of loan. Authorizing act. Rate of in- Remarks. Total am't out- Interet due .Accr'd inter-
terost. standing. and unpaid. est to date. 

Navy pe118ion fund •••••••••••••••••••. July 23, 1868 .••••••••••••. 3 %--······· In~rest only applicable to payment $14, 000, 000 00 ....... -- .... -. $210,000 00 
of pensions. 

DEDT ON WIDCH Th"'TEREST HAS CEASED SINCE MATURITY. 

Title of loan. .Authorizing act. Rate of in­
terest. 

Total am't out- Interest due 
standing. aml unpaid. When matured. 

1. Old debt........................... Various, prior to 1837.... 4 til 6%----- Prior to January 1, 1837 ...... .............. •••••. $57,665 00 
2. Mexican indemnity stock.......... .August 10, 1846. ....... .. 5 ~... ... •• In ls;)1 and 18J2.. ...... •••••• .•••••.. •. .... ...... 1, 104 !11 

$64,174 81 
85 74 
2-2 (10 

2t6 r.s 
3, 045 (-() 

3 Loanof1847 .... ................... January2~,1847 .... ...... 6 A, ........ . December31,1867................................ 1,2.>000 
4. Bounty-land scrip . ................. Februaryl1,1847 ..... ..... 6 9o .. ...... JDuleceym1,ble84r!J

31 
.•. 

1
.
8
.
6
.
4 
.. _. __ ·.·.·.--.• ·••••••••• .• ·.·.·.·.--.• -·.·.·.· •• ·.--.• ·.·.·.--. 3,400 00 

5. Texan indemnity stock ............. September !J, 1850 ......... 5 %-- ...... 21,000 00 
6. Loanof1858 ........... ............. Junel4, 1858 . ............. 5 % . ........ .A.ftorJanuary1,1874............................ 8,000 00 ....... -..... . - · 
7. Loan of 1860 . ....................... Juno22, 1860 ........... ... 5 %--······ January 1,1871 ............. ..................... · 10,000 00 6110 <'0 
8. 5-20's of 1862 (oalled) ............... Febrnary25, 1862 ......... . 6 % ......... December 1,1871. aml after....................... 498, !150 00 377 64 
9. 5-20'sof June, 1864, (called) ........ Jnne30, 1864 .............. 6 % ......... November 13,1875, and after..................... 134,!100 00 213 !l1 

10. 5-2(J's of 1865 (called)............... March 3, 18fi5.. •• . • • . • • • .. 6 %.. • • • .. .. Fouruary 15. 1876, and after...................... 1, 1!17, 000 00 86, 376 Iii 
11. Consols of 186:i (c:Jlled) ..... ........ March 3, 1865 . ........... . 6 % ......... Au~ul't :.!1, 1877, and after........................ 18,914,450 00 48 ' , 464 44 
1!!. Treasury notes prior to 1846 ........ Various, prior to 1846 ..... 1-10 to 6 % .. l!'rom 1838 to 1844 ...... ............ ...... ........ 8-2,525 35 2, 668 06 
13. Treasury notes of 1846 . ............ July 2"2, 1846 .............. 1-11) to 6%-- In IE47 and 184iL.... ...... ...................... 6, 000 00 206 00 
14. Treasury notes of 1847 . ............ January 28, 1847 .......... 6 %-........ In 1848 and 184!1.. ... ............................. 950 00 57 00 
15. Treasury notes of 1857 ............. December 23, 1857 ......... 3 to 6% -... . In 1858 and 1859.............. ...... .............. 1, !JOO 00 1f.5 00 
16. Treasury notes of 1861. . .. • •• .. • .. . March 2, 1861. .. • .. • • .. • • . 6 % . .. .. . March 1, 1863 . .. • .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. • .. .. . 3, 000 00 3f4 50 
17. Seven-thirties of 186l. .............. July 17, 1861 ............. . 7 t,IO% .... .August 19 and October 1, 1864.................... 1fi, 800 00 1,148 15 
18. Ono-yearnotesof 1863 . ............. March 3,1863 .... ....... .. 5 7o ..... ... In 1865 .......................................... 53,4!15 CO 2,&6 ~5 
19 Two-year notes of 1863 ........ ..... March 3, 1863 ............. 5% ........ In 1866 ......................................... ·. 39, !JOO 00 2, 2C5 f0 
20. Compound-interest notes ........ ... Mar. 3, '63; June30, '64 .... 6 .......... . June 10, 1R67, aml May 15, 1868.. ........... ...... 28J, 491 00 57, 6f6 25 
21. Seven-thn-ties of 1864 and 1865 ...... June ao, '64; Mar. 3, '65 .... 7 3-10% .... August 15, 1867, a.nd June 15 and July 15, 1868... 161, 400 00 9, 2i3 ~-a 
22. CertiticatesiOf indebtedness ...... .. Mar.1, 17, '62; .Mar. 3, '63 .. 6 %-- ....... In Ul66 .................. :..... .... .............. 5, 001 00 313 48 
2:1. Temporary loan . • .. .. . .. .. .. . • .. .. J nne 30, 1864 ...... .. . .. .. . 4 to 6 %. .. .. Oct.ober 15, 1fl66 . .. .. .. • • • • • .. .. .. • . .. • • • .. .. .. • • . 3, 060 00 256 06 
24. Three percent. certificates (called) .. Mar. 2, '67; July25, '68 .... 3 %-- ....... :~february 2a, 1873 .................. .............. 5, 000 00 394 31 

Aggregate of debt on which interest has ceased since maturity ...................... : ......................................... 
1
--21-,-5-12-,-24_0_26-I---7-12,--92-0-84 

D1UJT DEABING NO Th"TEREST. 

Title of loan. Authorizing act. 

1. Old demand notes .................. July 17, li!61. ........... ~ 

Rate of. in­
terest. Issues. 

I 

Total am't ont- Interest dne 
standing. and unpaid. 

f63, 532 50 ... ............ 

349, 943, 776 00 .................. 

February 1~ 1862 ....... 5 ............. . 
a Le 1+--d +-ft F brua 25 186... 

1 
{Issues prior to 1869 .................. : .. ...... } .... ga -ll<lll er no...,., .. ••• •• •• • • •• • .. . e ry • ... .... • .. · Se · f 186!1 

July 11, 1862 ............ ............. . Se~= ~f 1874::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
March 3,1863............ Series of 1875 . ............................... . 

32, 830, 000 00 ................ 3. Certificates of deposit.............. June 8, 1872. ........ ... .. . . •• • •• • • • .. .. .. .............................................. . 

rFirst issuo .................................... ) 

17, 764,108 90 ... ........... 4. Fractional currency ............... . July 17, 1862 ............ 1 Second issue .................................. l 
March 3, 1863........... . ............ . lThird ~ue ................................... , 
June 30, 1864............ Fourth lliBne .................................. J 

Fifth issue ................................... . 
5. Coin certificates ................... . .March 3, 1863 ................................ .......................................... ~. 33, 424, 900 00 ..... ,7,'447'o3 6. Unclaimed interest ............................................................................................................ .. ... ... -.... ~ ..................... 

----
Aggregate of debt bearing no interest ......................................................................................... . 434. 026, 317 40 7, 447 03 

I will now consider the twelve separate items or titles of indebted­
ness under the head " Debt bearing interest in coin." 

First. "Loan of 1858," total outstanding 260,000, was issued under 
act of Congress approved June 14, 1858, (11 Statutes, 360,) which 
authorized the President to borrow on the credit of the United States 
a sum not exceeding $20,000,000, and provided "that stock shall be 
issued for the amount so borrowed, bearing interest not exceeding 
five per cent. per annum, • : * * with coupons attached to 
the certificates of stock," and pledged the faith of the United States 
" for the due payment of the interest and the redemption of the prin­
cipal of said btock." Neither the law nor the certificates of stock 
mention coin nor any kind of money. They were payable in what­
ever kind of money Congress might declare a full legal tender, whether 
paper money or silver coin. 

Twenty milions of dollars were issued and all redeemed except 
$260,000. 

Second. "Loan of February, 1861" outstanding 18,415,000, was is­
sued nuder act approved February S, 1t:l61, (12 Statutes, 129,) which 
authorized the President to borrow on the credit of the United States 
" a sum not exceedin~ twenty-five millions of dollars," and provided 
that "stock sh~ll be 1ssued for the amount so borrowed, bearing in­
terest not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum, and to be reimbursed 
within a period not beyond twenty years and not less than ten years," 
and pledged the faith of the United States "for the due payment of 
the interest and the redemption of the principal of said stock." 

Neither the law nor the certificates of stock mention coin. Thev 
were payable in whatever money Congressdeclare(lafulllegal tender, 
whether paper money or silver coin. 

The whole amount issued is outstanding in the original certificates 
of stock. 

Third. "Oregon war debt," outstanding 945,000, was issued under 
act approved March 2, 1861, (12 Statutes, 1~,) which appropriated 
2,800,000 to pay expenses incurred by Oregon and Washington Ter­

ritories in suppressing Indian ho~tilities, and authorized the issue to 
the claimants of ''bonds of the United States of a denomination not 
less than $50, redeemable in twenty years and bearing 6 per cent. 
interest." Bonds to the amount of $1,090,~0 were issued. 

Neither the law nor the bonds mention coin, and they were payable 
is whatever money Congress declared a fnll legal tender, whether 
paper or silver. . 

Fourth. "Loan of Jnly andAngust 1861," outstanding $189,321,350, 
was issued under acts approved July 17 and August 5, 1~61. (12 Stat­
utes, 259 and 313.) 

The act of July 17, 1861, authorized -the Secretary of the Treasury 
"to borrow nn the credit of the United States * .. • a sum not ex­
ceeding $250,000,000 ~ * • and to issue coupon bonds or regis­
tered bonds or Treasury notes, • • * the bonds to bear interest 
not exceeding 7 per cent. • * * irredeemable for twenty years, 
and after that periodredeemableatthepleasnreof the United States; 
and the Treasury notes to be of any denominat.ion * • * not less 
than $50, and to be payable three years after date with interest" at 
7.3 per cent. and pledged "the faith of the United States for the pay­
ment of the iuterest and t·edemption of the principal of the loan au­
thorized by this act." 

The act of August 5, 1861, authorized the Secretary of the Treas­
ury "to issue bonds of the United States bearing interest at 6 per 
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cent. per annum, and payagle at the pleasure of the United States 
after twenty years from date," and to exchange such bonds for the 
Treasnrynotes bearing 7.3 per cent. interest issued under act of July 
17, 1861, at par; the bonds issued not to exceed the amount of said 
Treasury notes ; and also authorized the Secretary to "sell and nego­
tiate for any portion of the loan provided for in " said act of July 17, 
1861, ''bonds payable not more than twenty years from date • * * 
at any rato not less than the equivalent of par, for the bonds bearing 
7 per cent. interest authorized by said act." 

Under these acts $139,.321,350 in 6 per cent. boncls were issued in 
exchange for alike amount of Treasury notes bearing 7.3 per cent. 
interest, and a loan of $50,000,000 in bonds was issued, making $189,-
3~1,350, and all now outstanding in the original bonds. 

I will read the form of one of these bonds furnished me by the 
Secretary of the Treasury: 

Acts of July17 and August 5, 1861. 
The United States of America are indebted unto----, or assigns, the sum 

of--dollars redeemable after the 30th day of JWI.e, 1881, with interest from the 
first day of --,inclusive, at sia; pflr cent. per annum pa:i,i.~oble on the firat days 
of January and July in each year. This debt is authorizelr by acts of Congress, 
approved July 17 and August 5, 1861, and is trallSferable on the books of this 
oflice. 

N,-itber the laws nor the bonds mention coin, and the bonds were 
actually issued for Treasury notes at par, and not then a full legal 
tender, and were payable in whatever money Congress might declare 
a full legal tender, whether gTeenbacks or silver coin. 

Fifth. " Loan of H::l63," outstanding $75,00.0,000, was issued under 
the act approved March 3, 1863, which authorized the Secretary of 
the Treasury "to borrow on the credit of the United States' a sum 
not exceed in~ $900,000,000, and to issno therefor coupon or registered 
bonds, payable at the pleasure of the Government after such periods 
as may be fixed by the Secretary of tho Treasury, not less than ten 
nor more than forty years from date, in coil~ bearing interest at a 
rate not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum payable in coin,'" and to 
"dispose of such bonds at any time upon such terms as he may deem 
most advisable, j&r latrjul 1noney of the United States or for any of 
the certifica.te8 of indebtedness or deposit or for any Treasury notes," 
and to "be exempt from taxation by or under State or municipal 
authority." . 

The act of June 30, 1864, repealed the authority to borrow or issue 
bonds under said a.ct, "except so far as it may affect $75,000,000 of 
bonds already advertised." 

I 'vill read the form of these bonds, furnished me by the Secre­
tary of the Treasury : 

Aet of March 3, 1863. 
The United States of America are indebted unto ----, or 118aigns, in the 

BUm of-- dollars, redeemable after the 30th day of ;r nne, 1881, with interest from 
the 1st day of --, inclusive, at 6 per cent. per annum, payable on the 1st days 
of January and July in each year. This delit is authorized by act of Con~ess 
approved March 3, li163, and is transferable on the books of this office. · 

Seventy-five million dollars in these bonds were issued and are now 
all outstanding in the original bonds. These bonds do not ment.ion 
coin upon their face, but the act authorizing their issue makes them 
payable in coin, and t.hey are payable in silver coin of whatever 
weight, fineness and value, Congress, in the exercise of its consti­
tutioJJ.al power "to coin money and regulate the value thereof" may 
by law declare a legal tender when they are redeemable. There can 
be no doubt that they are payable in said silver coin of 412! grains 
weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

Sixth. "Ten-forties of 1864," outstanding $194,566,300, were istmed 
undt~r the act approved March 3, 1864. (13 Statutes, 13, supplementary 
to said act of March 3, 1~3.) . -

Section 1 of act of .March 3, 1864, authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury" to borrow * * * on the credit of the United States, not 
exceeding 200,000,000, * • • and issue therefor coupon or regis­
tered bonds of the United States bearing date March 1, 1864, or any 
subsequent period, redeemable at the plea~ure of the Government 
after any period not less than five years, and payable at any period 
not more than fort,y years from date in coin and of such denomina­
tions as may be found expedient, not less than $50, bearing interest 
not exceeding 6 per cent. a year, payable in coin; and be may dispose 
of such bonds at any time on such terms as he may deem most ad­
visable for lawful rnoney of the United States or at his discretion for 
Treasury notes, certificates of indebtedness, or certificates of deposit, 
issued under any act of Congress; and all bonds issued under this act 
shall be exempt from taxation by er under State or municipal author-
ity." . 

There were issued $196,117,300 in registered and coupon bonds, re­
deemable in ten years, March 1, 1874, and payable in forty years, 
:March 1, 1904 bearing 5 per cent. interest, and there are now out­
standing said $194156fi,300, the remainder of the issue, $1,551,000, haY-
ing been redeemed. or refunded. · . 

I will read the form of these bonds, furnished by the Secretary of 
the Trea~ury: ~ 

Act of March 3, 1864, t~n-forties. 
The United States of America are indebted unto-- --, or assigns, in the 

sum of -- dolla.r8, rodeemablo at the pleasure of the Vnited States after the 
28th day of ~'ebruary 1874, and payable on the lstdayof Marcb, 1!104, with interest 
from the --,inclusive, at 5 per cent. per annum, payable on the 1st day of Sep. 
tember and March in each year. This debt is autb!)rized by act of Congress 
approved March 3, 1864, and is transferable on the books of this office. 

Like the 75,000,000 loan of 1863, the bonds do not call for payment 
in coin, but the law authorizing their issue requires payment in coin, 
and they are payable in whatever coin Congress may declare a full 
le~al tender. They are, beyond all question, payable iu said silver 
com. 

Seventh, eighth, and ninth. The same law authorized the i6Sue of 
thesethree items, "the consols of 1865," "of 1867," and "of 18~." 
"Consols of 1865'' outstanding, 116790:l,350; "consols of 1867" out­
standing, $310,617,200; and" consols of 1868" outstanding, $37,465,300, 
were all authorized by the same act, appJ;"oved March 3, 1865. (13 
Statutes, 46B.) 

Section 1 authorized the Secretary of the Treasury-
To borrow * * * on the credit of the United States, in addition to the sums 

heretofore authorized, any sums not exceedin~ in the aggre:;ate $600,000,000, and to 
issue therefor bonds or TreasllrY notes of the United States m such form as he may 
prescribe; and 80 much thereof as may be issued in bonds shall be of denomina­
tions not less than $50, and may be made payable at any period not more than 
forty years from date of issue, or may be made redeemable at the pleasure of the 
Government at or after any period not less than five years nor more than forty 
years from date, or may be made redeemable and payable as aforesaid, as may be 
expressed upon their face, and 80mucb thereof as may be issued in TreasurynoteJ;J 
may be made convertible into any bonds authorized by this act, and may be of such 
denominations, not less than t50, and bear sooh dates and be made redeemable or 
payable at such periods a9 in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury may 
be deemed expedient. And the interest on such bonds shafi be payable semi-annu· 
ally; and on the TreaBlll"Y notes authorized by this act the intei'OSt may be made 
payable semi-annually, or annually, or at maturity thereof, and th6 principal or 
\ntereat, or both, may be made PAYABLE IN COIN OR IN OTHER LAWFUL HONEY: Pro· 
vided, That the rate of i·ntereat on any such bonds OT Treasury notes, when payable in 
coin, a hall not exceed 6 per cent. per annum, and when not payallle in coin shall not 
exceed 7 ..:\r per cent. per annum ; and the rate and character of interest shall be 
expressed on all such bonds or Treasury notes: And provided further, That the act 
entitled "An act to provide ways and mean.s for the support of the Government, 
and for other purposes," approved June 30, 1864, shall be 80 construed as to 
authorizetbeissne of bonds of any description authorized by this act. And any 
Treasury notes or other obligations bealling interest issued under any act of Ooll­
greas may, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and with tho con· 
sent of t.he bolder, be converted into any description of bonds authorized by this 
a~t. 

Section 2 authorized the Secretary of the Treasury t.o-
Dllipose of any of the bonds or other obligations issued under this act either in 

the United States or elsewhere in such mauner, and at such rates, and under such 
conditions as be may think advisable, FOR COIN OK FOR OTHER LAWFUL MO~'EY OF 
THE U~ITED STATES, OR FOR ANY Treasury notes, certificates of indebtedness or cer­
tificates of deposit, or other representatives of value which have been or may be 
issued under any act of Congress. 

And to-
Issue bonds or Treasury notes authorized by tbis act in payment for nny requi­

sitions for materials or suppliea which sball have been made by the appropriate 
Department or offices upon the Treasury of the United States-
on notice that the owner of the claim desires to subscribe for an 
amount of loan equal to his claim or any pa.rt. By an act of Con­
gress approved April 12, 1866, amendatory of this act, the Secretary 
of the Treasury was authorized-

To receive any Treasury notes or other obligations issued under any act of Con. 
gress, whether bearing interest or not, in exchange for any description of said bonds. 

And t.o dispose of any of said bonds-
For lawful money of the United States or for any Treasury notes, certificates of 

indebtedness or certificates of deposit, or other representatives of value which 
have been or which may be issued under any act of Congress. 

These acts were really refunding acts, and authorized the funding 
or consolidation of Treasury notes and other obligations, whether 
bearing interest or not, certili.cates of indebtedness, certificates of 
deposit, and other representatives of value into these bonds. Hence 
their title, "consols." Under these acts the following issues of con­
sols or bonds were made: Consols of 1865, dated July 1, 1865, re­
deemable afterfive anci. payableafter twentyyearsfromdate, bearing 
6 PER CENT. interest, payable semi-annually, were issued to the amount 
of $:~2,991::!,950, of which there is now outstanding $116,903,350, the 
remainder, $216,095,600, having been refunded or redeemed. Consols 
of 1!::l67, dated July 1, 1867, redeemable after five years and payable 
after twenty years from date, bearing 6 PER CENT. interest, payable 
semi-annually, were issued to the amount of $379,617,750, of which 
there is now outstanding $310,617;200, the remainder, 69,000,550, hav­
ing been refunded or redeemed. Consols of 1~, dated July 1, 1868, 
redeemable after five and payable after twenty years from date, with 
6 PER CE~"'T. interC8t, payable semi-annually, were issued to the amount 
of 4~,5.19,350, of which there is now outstanding 37,465,300, there­
mainder, $5,074,000, having been redeemed or refunded. 

The total amount of all the contSols issued under said acts was 
$755,156,050, of which there has been redeemed or refunded $290,-
170,200, leaving $464,985,85~ in these consols outstanding and un­
changed, being the same original consols first issued. I will read 
their form, furnished rue by the Secretary of the Treasury: 

Act of March 3, 1865, consols of '65. 
The United State.'! of Aml'lrica are indebted unto----, or assigns, in the 

sum of -- dollars, redeemable at the pleasure of the United States after the 
1st day of July, 1870, and payable on tho 1st day of Joly, 1885, with interest from 
the 1st day of--, inclusive, at 6 per cent. ~r annum, payable on the 1st day of 
;Janna!'! and July in each year. This dobt 1s authorized by act of Congress ap­
proved March 3, 1865, and is transferable on the books of this office. 

Phraseology of consols of '67 and '68 the same. 
Not one of these consols or bonds mentions coin or requires pay­

ment in coin. The law authorizing their issue does not make them 
payable in coin. The law simply provided that "the principal or in­
terest, or both, may be made payable in coin or other lawful money." 
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Tho question, therefore, as to whether they were payable in coin 
must bo determined by tl1e words of the con sols or bonds, the written 
obligation. '£hese do not say that they are payable in coin, and only 
acknowledge an indebtedness "in the sum of-- dollars" named. 
These dollars are the dollars of whatever money Congress had then 
made or might make lawful money or a full legal tender. The w-een­
backs were then as now lawful money-a. full legal tender. They are 
certainly payable in said silver coin, or whatever coin Congress may 
declar.e a. full legal t-ender. 

Tenth, eleventh, and twelfth. These three "funded loans" of 1881, 
1B91, and 1907 were issued under the same Jaws, the act approved July 
14,1870, amended by act approved January 20, 1871, and the two last 
subsequent to tho act approved January 14, 1875. I have already 
read these several acts and .discussed their meaning and effect, and 
read the form of all these bonds. They are all of the same form and 
in the same words as the bond I read dated July 1, 1877, and difl'er 
only in dates, amounts, r:ttes of interest, and times of maturity. 

Of the" funded loan of 1&31" there have been issued $517,994,150, 
dated May 1, 1871, redeemable in ten years, bearing 5 per cent in­
terest. The .''Geneva award fund" was invested in these bonds and 
was afterward covered into the Trea-sury and 9,553,800 of these 
bonds cancelled. There are now outstandin(J' $508,440,350. Of the 
"funded loan of 1891" there have been issued ~200,000,000, dated Sep­
tember 1, 1876, redeemable after fifteen years, bearing 4t per cent. 
interest-all outstanding. O.f the "funded loan of 1907" $74,900,000 
have been issued, dated July 1, 1877, redeemable after thirty years, 
bearin~ 4 per cent. interest-an outstanding. 

AB I have already conclusively shown, tho laws authorizing their 
.issue and the bonds themselves make them payable in the silver dol­
lar of 412t grains, nine-tenths fino. 

Under the head, "Debt bearing interest in lawful money," is the 
"Navy-pension fund" outstanding, $14,000,000, bearing 3 per. cent. 
interest, applicable onlytothepaymentof Navy pensions. This fund 
was create(l by act approved March 2, 1799, (1 Statutes, 716) by set­
ting apart the money accrued or accruing from sale of prizes aa a per­
petual fund for the payment of hall pay to the officers and seamen 
entitled thereto, and is simply a trust fund; and, if payable at all, 
can be paid in any lawful money, .and certainly in said silver coin. 
Under the heading in the public debt statement of "Debt on which 
interest has ceased since maturity" there are twenty-four separate 
items or titles of indebtedness, aggregating $21,512,240.26, and show­
ing the amount of each, the dates of the laws authorizing the issue, 
rate of interest, and time of maturit.y. . 

I have carefully read the several acts of Congress authorizing their 
issues respectively, and I now state as a fact that neither the said acts 
nor the obligations mention coin of any kind or require payment in · 
coin. They simply authorize the issue of certain obligations for so 
many dollars and promise the payment of so many doJlars. 

Every dollar called for in each obligation was payable in lawful 
money-in whatever money was a legal tender-and can certainly 
be paid in Raid silver coin. . 

Of the "debt bearing no interest" given in the public debt state­
ment there are six items or titles of indebtedness. Neither the laws 
authorizing the issue of the obligations under the titles numbered 1, 
2, 3, 4, and 6, nor the obligations mention coin or require payment in 
coin. They are clearly payable in said silver Min. The fifth item, 
" coin certificates" outstanding, $33,424,900, were issued under aot 
approved March 3, 1863, for gol(l coin or bullion deposited in the 
Treasury, and are payable in ~old coin on the return of the certifi-

. cates. This is the only item of the whole public debt payable in gold 
coin alone. The "bonds issued to the Pacific Railway Companies" 
outstanding, $64,623,512, bearing 6 per cent. interest payable in law­
ful money, under the acts approved July 1, 186'2, and JnJy 2, 1864, 
and not included in the public debt as before given, are by the terms 
of the laws and of the bonds payable in lawful money, and can be 
paid in said silver coin. 

The act of February 25, 1862, was the first act of Congress ever 
passed which made United States notes a legal tender. 

This act made such a note a full legal te~der "in payment of all 
taxes, int.ernal duties, excises, debts, :llld demands of every.k.ind due 
to the United States except duties on imports, and of all claims and 
demands against the United States, of every kind whatever, except 
for interest upon bonds and notes, which shall be paicl in coin, and 
a full legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, within 
the Unit.ed States, except duties on importa and interest · as afore­
said." 

The highest court of our country bag decided that the act of Con­
gress making said notes such legal tender was constitutional, and I do 
not now propose to reopen that question in this discussion. I am 
dealing with the latos as they are. · 

Prior to this act silver and gold of the weight, fineness, ancl value 
fixed liy the la.w3 were the only legal-tender money in e:rist~nce. 

Mr. President, I think I have conclusively shown by the words of the 
laws, and by the express terms of the obligations, issued by tho Gov­
ernment and now outstanding, and constituting our entire national 
debt, that not only the bonds issued sinco tho passage of the acts 
of July 14,1870, Jannary20, 18i1, and Jannary14, 1875, anddesiguat.ed 
in the public debt statement for the month of December, 1~77, as 
" funded loan of 1881," "funded loan of 1~01," a11d "funded Joan of 
1C07," aggregating $7~3,340,3GO, but also all other outstanding obli-

gations of t.he Government of every kind whatsoever, except the sin­
gle item of "coin certificates," amounting to $33,424,900, now out­
standing1 can bo paid in silver coins of 412t grains weight, nine-tenths 
fine, to tno dollar, without any violation of public faith or national 
honor or derogation of any rights of the public creditor. Such pay­
ment in such coin is a sacred right of the peop~e, clearly guarranteed 
by the terms of the laws and the obligations of the Government, and 
by all known principles of honesty, fair dealin~, public faith, and 
national honor. In order w preserve such rignt unimpaired, it is 
the plain dut.y of Congress to pass this resolution and to restore the 
unlimited coinage of tho silver dollar of 412! grains weight, nine­
tenths fine, with unlimited legal-tender power. In this connection 
I will refer to the act of Congress approved March 18, 1869, falsely 
entitled "An act to strengthen the public credit." It is in the follow­
ing words: 

An act to strengthen the pnblio credit. 
Be it enacted lnJ· the Sen4te and House of Representatives of the United State& of 

America in Congress a.ssembled, That in order to remove any doubt as to the pur­
pose of the Government to discharge all jnst obligations to the public creditors, 
and to settle conflicting questions and interpretations of the laws by virtue of 
which such obli~atiotTs have been contracted, it is hereby provided and declared 
that the faith of the United States is solemnly pled~ed to tho payment in coin or 
its equh·alent of all tho obligations of the Unit.ea States not bearing int-erest, 
lrnown as United States notes, and of all tho interest-bearing obligations of the 
United States, except in cases whero the law authorizing the issuo of any such ob­
ligation has o.xpressly pro tided that the same may be paid in lawful mone,r or 
other currency than ~old and silver. l3ut. none of said interest-bearing obligations 
not already due shall be redeemed or paid before maturity unless at such time 
United States notes shall bo convertible into coin at the option of the holder, or 
unless at such timo bonds of tho United States bearing a lower rate of interest than 
tho bonds to bo redeemed can bo sol£1 at ~ar in coin. And the United States also 
solemnly pledges its fait.h to make pro\isJOn at t.ho earliest practicable period for 
tho redemption of the United Stn.tes notes in coin. 

J". G. BLAINE, 
Sptaker of the 1Io'U8tJ of llepreunta~ves. 

SCHUYLER COLF .AX, 
Vice-President of the United States and 

Approved, March 18, 1869. 
President of the Senate. 

U.S. GRANT. 

The act of February25, 1862, was tl1e first act of Congress of which 
I have any knowledge which provided for the payment of any obli­
gation of the Gi>vernment in coin. It provided that L.~TEREST upon 
bonds and notes shall be paid in coin, and section 5 provided-

That all dutir.s on imported goods llhall be paid in coin, or in notes payable on 
demand heretofore authorized to be i'lsued and by law receivable in pavment of 
pnhlic dues, and the coin eo paid shall be set apart as a special fund, and ahall be 
applied as follows: 

.First. To the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds and notes of the 
United Stat-es. 

Second. To the purchase-

Mark the word "purchase"-
or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the United States, to be made wHhin 
each fiscal year aftor the 1st day of J nly, 1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking 
fund, 11.nd tho interest of which shall in like manner be applied to the /::rchastJ or 
~~~~ the publio debt a.s the Secretary of the Treasury shall m time to 

Third. The residue thereof to be paid into tho Treasury of the United States. 

'Vhat was the effect of the act of March 18, 1869 f It pledgecl or 
attempted to pledge the faith of the United States to the payment in 
coin or its equivalent of all obligations of the Government, interest­
bearing and non-interest bearing, "except in case-s where the law 
authorizing the issue of any such obligation has expressly provided that 
the same may be paid in latoful money or other cur"'·ency than gold .lln> 
SILVER." This act defined the exact 111.eaning of the tcord "coin" as 
used therein to be "gold M\~ silver," not gold alone. It made all the 
obligations of the United States payable in coin, gold and silvtn·. 
The aggregate ontstauding debt of the United . 

States on June 30, 1869, was.-_-··.-·--·. ____ .. $2,656,603,955 73 
It was certainly no less on March 18, 1869. Of this 

great sum the following items and amounts were 
by the law authorizing their issue payable iu 
coin: 

Gold certificates, act of March 3, 
1863 ------ ··-- .. -------------- $30,489,640 00 

"Loan of 1863, act of March 3, -
1863," 6 per- cent. interest, re­
deemable after J nne 30, 1881, 
then, and now outstanding .•• _. 75, 000, 000 00 

Ten-fotties of 1864, act of March 3, 
1864,5 per cent. interest, redeem-
able after March 1, 1874, then 
outstanding·-- •••.••••• -·-··-_ 194,567,300 00 

Total debt payable in coin, March 18, 1869 .••••• _ 300, 056, 940 00 

Deduct this total debt payable in coin from the 
aggregate outstanding debt June 30, 1869, will 

:,. lea.ve the outstanding debt ..• _._ .. __ •..• _ .••... 2, 356, 547, 015 73 
This g-reat sum was properly and legally payable in lawful money, 

although the laws authorizing its issno did not e:rp1·essly pr01:ide that 
the same may be paid in lawful money or other currcnc1 than gold 
and silver. 

I say it was properly and legally payable in ]awful money-legal­
tendu notes, beca.wo tho lcgal-tenucr notes were then by law "a full 
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legal tender in payment. of all taxes, internal duties, excises, debts 
anrl demands of every kind due to the United States, except duties 
on imports, and all claims and demands against the United States of evertJ 
kind 1Vhater:er, except for interest 'Ltpon bonds and notes," which shall be 
paid in coin. · 

This exception of the intetest, and only tlw intm·est upon bonds and notes, 
demonstrates conclusively that snob. bonds and notes, and all out­
standing obligations of tho United States, not expretSsly calling for 
coin, and coin alone, wete then properly and legally payable in legal­
tender notes. 

The Supreme Court of the United States in the celebrated ''legal­
tender cases" has expressly decided that obligations contracted 
prior 118 well as subsequent to the act of February 25, 1862, were 
legally payable in these legal-tender notes. · 
. 'fhe exceptions in the act of March 18, 1869, only extended to "cases 

where the law anthqrizing the issuo of any such obligation has ex­
pressly provided that tho same may be paid in lawful money or other 
currency than gold and silver," and did not save this great amount of 
indebtedness n·om the effect of saiq act, becaus~ in very few caBes 
the law authorizing the issue of any such obligation had expre~ly 
provided that the same might "be paid in lawful money or other 
currency than gold and silver." 

The obligations called for so much money-so many dollars-and 
the legal-tender notes were the lawful money-the dollars-the full 
equivalents in law of the money and dollars named and promised in 
tho obligations, and all such obligations to the amount aforesaid 
were payable in such legal-tender notes, regardless of the fact that 
the law authorizing their issue had not expressly provided for their pay­
ment in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver. 

The effect of the act of March 18, 1869, was therefore not only to 
make obligations of the Government to the amount of $2,356,547,-
015.73, then properly an«l legally payable in legal-tender notes, pay­
able in gold and silver coin thereafter, but also to add to said amount 
the difference in value between legal-tender notes of that amount 
and coin of the same amount, or the then premium of gold over legal­
tender notes. 

In March, 1869, the premium on gold over legal-tender notes in 
New York City ranged from thirty-two and a half to thirty and one­
fourth cents on the dollar, or, one dollar of one hundred cents in gold 
was worth ono dollar and thirty-two and a half to thirty and one­
fonrth cents in legal-tender notes. 

Estimating the difference in value in gold dollars and legal-tender 
dollars at thirty cents to the dollar, this act of March 18, 1069, added 
thirty cent-s in value to every dollar of the then debt, and thus in­
creaRed the value of the obligations of the Government due from the 
people to the holders of these obligations to the amount of thirty 
cents on every dollar of $2,356,547,015.73, or to the amount of $706,-
964,104.71-(b-; and to this great amount enriched the hold2rs of the 
Government obligations, and to the same amount robbed the tax­
payers of the country. And yet the act is entitled "An act to 
strengthen the public credit," and does not satisfy the bondholder 
because it did not say "gold," and "gol«l alono," instead of " gold 
and silver.!' . 

Another point just here. According to Dr. Linderman's tables, 
one ounce of pure gold WaB then equivalent to 15.6 ounces of pure 
silver; or, one sil vcr dollar of 412t grains, nine-tenths fine, was 
equivalent to $1.0247 in gold25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. 

Another effect of this act WaB to pledge the faith of the United 
States to pay their obligations in gold and silvet coin and in either gold 

, or silver, at the option of the United States, and not in gold alone. 
In order to save something from the · ruin and wreck wrought by 

this act it is now the imperative duty of Congress not only to pass 
this resolution, but also to restore the free coinage of the silver dol­
lar, with unlimited legal-tender power, by passing the silver bill. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, when more than a week ago the 
Senate, with unusual courtesy, signified its willingness to hear me, I 
could not consent, such were the circumstances surrounding its prof­
fer. :And now, sir, that in the regular order of the Senate's business I 
may speak of right, and freely speak, if I were to consult my own con­
vemence :md pleasure in the matter I would not speak at all; but 
the friends of the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
MATTHEWS} have spoken much upon this subject. The debate has 
been long, the arguments full, I had almost said exhaustive, and tho 
know ledge is had by all of us that under the discussion of a bill, the 
uill of the House of Representatives remonetizing silver," ample room 
and verge enough" will be given to all who desire to debate the finan­
cial question. 

So much baa been said, however, by those who favor the double­
standard policy, it is as well, perhaps, that I should attempt, before 
the final vote is taken on the resolution, to express some views from 
an opposite stand-point. · 

CLASSIFICATIOY OF DO~"DS. 

Regarding the bonds of the Government, practically we have three 
classes. · 

First, those issued prior to 1873, still in the han«ls of purchasers be­
foro that date; second, those of similar issue aud now in possession of 
purchasers obtaining them since the act of 1873 demonetizing silver; 
ttnd, thir«l, those of issue since the passage of the act just referred to, 
being the bonds known as the 5's, the 4-t's, and the 4's. 

Altlwugh I uelieve holders of the second class have a claim in 
• 

equity equal to those held by the third class in law, I shall for the 
purposes of this discUS8ion place all the bonds of the Government in 
two classes-that is, those issued prior to 1873 and those of issue in 
and since February of that year. 

It will be observed that I differ :from most of those who have en­
tered upon this debate, on either side of the main question, inasmuch 
as I hold that the Government haa the legal right to pay a portion of its 
bonds-those of issue prior to 1073--in gold or silver" coin" (herein­
after designated) at its option, while as to the remainder of its 
bonded obligation, the issues since February, 1873, the payment must 
absolutely be made in gold. 

Notwithstanding these distinctions, I shall finally be found in full 
agreement with those who contend for the maintenance of a single 
and gold standard in payment of all the obligations of Government. 
I shall endeavor to show that where it is our lawful right to pay in 
either "coin," our interests are not to be subserved by payments in 
silver; and where our option ceaaed, as it did in 1873, our obligation 
is to pay in gold alone. 

AS TO BONDS OF ISSUE PRIOR TO 1873. . 

Now, sir, aB to that class of bonds issued prior to 1873--mainly 
from 1862 to 1873--we stamped them payable in " coin." By that 
phrase, under then existing laws, we named silver and gold, either or 
both, as "coin," and for the simple reason that coins of both these 
metals of certain weight and fineness were under the law for most 
purposes legal-tender "coin." 

Practically, up to the time of the passage of the demonetization 
act no serious controversy had occurred regarding this fact. No oc­
casion was had, indeed, to question the standing of silver as to gold, 
inasmuch as during all recent years it had uniformly been of superior 
vall\e to gold, measuring each unit of value by the Government 
standard of weight and fineness. 

GOVJUUrnENT'S OPTION NO OPTION. 

Thus the Government's option as to the coin of payment amounted 
to nothing. . Our profit was to pay in gol«l. Added to this sufficient 
reaaon it was our manifest policy to pay in gold. As debtors, desir­
ing to reduce our burden of interest, we adopted payment in that 
coin, gold, which gave us the highest price in selling our bonds and 
the lowest terms of interest we could fix upon them. Although dur­
ing these years we held the option of payments in gold or silver coin, 
it is well known that it became the studied purpose of Govern­
ment to persuade the mind of capital that coin with it meant gold, 
and this purpose was enforced by the simple and substantial argu­
ment of paying it. No mere resolutions of Congress, no opinions of Sec­
retaries could b,ave had or ever did have a breath of influence upon 
the min«ls of lenders, compared with this long unbroken practice of 
Government itself. 

Sir, it is said that payment of our obligations has not been restricted 
to tho coin of the United States. 1\Iy reply is that silver being, rluring 
most of our history, of superior value to gold, (taking Government's 
measure of coins in ascertainment of the relative value of gold and 
silver to each other,) no advantage would have come to us from the 
purchase of silver abroad and payment of it to our creditors, without, 
indeed, we had "regulated" foreign coins so purchaBed, called them 
of value they were not, or had adopted some other convenient con­
trivance not then known to statesmanship. 

Secondly. Had those from whom we were compelled to borrow sus­
pected our purpose to pay in foreign money, the legal-tender value 
of which would be subject to ''regulation" by each succeeding Con­
gress, we should probably have been unable to have obtained credit 
enough to have borrowed at all. 

The simple truth is, Mr. President, when we made our obliga­
tions~the greater portion of them-we took no thought of payment 
in silver, dreamed of no chance like the one now sought for, and 
meant by "coin" that metal which Government had ever before paid 
to its creditors, that Government bad alone ever possessed in quantity 
sufficient to pay with, and that coin which the whole commercial aml 
financial world with whom we have to deal were then dealing and 
knew only as our coin o~ payment. 

THE DOUBLE STANDARD NON-EFFECTIVE FOR PERMAN&~ RELIEF. 

Mr. President, shoul<l we make a law remonetizing silver ~d that 
coin of 412! grains that my friend from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] has 
referred to so eloquently remain relatively as much cheaper than gold 
as it now is, of what advantage will our remonetization be to the peo­
ple! Beyond that given to those now in debt it woul«l possess none. As 
to all new obligations they would be made expressly payable in gold, 
or so charged for in higher rates of interest or higher charges for com­
modities, as to make the cost to the borrower of money or purchaser 
of merchandise relatively the same as if the transactions had taken 
place on a gold basis. I may say, 1\fr. President, that since this bill 
has been under discussion large loans of money have only been had 
by inserting the gold-coin payment in the bond, or by providing 
that the loan must be paid in gold or silver, at the option of the 
lender. We ma.y cry out never so much, but aa long as we are a. 
borrowing people there is no remedy for us. Even the mutterings of 
the distant thunder that the Senator from Indiana made eloquence 
of the other day will have little efi'eot, let me say with great respect, 
upon the action of capital. That nimble power, fearing our menaces, 
will quietly withdraw itself to some other and more substantial pro­
tection. So, sir, laws of Congress, though they be piled mountain 
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high, cannot change to disorder the higher and immutable laws of 
supply and demand, or the speedy exit of capital from the "proteo · 
tion" of a Government that menaces either its honest value or its 
righteous possession. 

Then, sir, we come to this: though we gain the paltry advantage 
of paying portions of our existing obligations, national, State, or in­
dividual, in a coin more or less cheaper than gold, we must face the 
grim certainty that na to our new obligations the highest standard 
coin will be brought against us, directly or indirectly. This at last 
must be the result of enterprise in finance like that now contemplated. 

If, sir, we really bad the ability to pay all of our obligations•to 
creditors-Federal, State, and mnnicipal-computed to be four thou­
sand milJions at present, we would appear to gain somewhat by pay­
ment in silver at the present value of it. Unfortunately, however, 
we cannot conveniently pay this sum, and our highest effort for years 
to come will be to meet the interest upon our debts, and possibly to 
accumulate a fraction toward t.he payment of principals. So that 
wi dom would seem to teach us to ilirect our efforts toward the estab­
lishment of such credit among lenders of money as will enable us to 
carry our obligations at the lowest possible rate of interest. This, 
:Mr. President, is really about all we have in hand to do for years to 
come, &.a .practica.l men. 

REMOI\'ETIZATION OF BILVER A LOSS TO THE PEOPLE AND THR GOVERNMXNT. 

Remonetization of silver will not lessen the public burden. If sil­
ver is made legal tender and remains the cheaper coin, and is to be 
paid ont by Government, then all will agree that we may not longer 
refund our debt, now being done at 4 per cent., at the same rate of 
interest, 01' sell our bonds at the price we obtain for them now. Just 
to the extent, therefore, that Government pays & higher rate of inter­
est, or sells its bonds for a lower price, it is the loser; the publi<>. bur­
den is not lessened, but is increased. This is plain. 

Nor is this quite all. Our bonds will not sell or our rate of inter­
est upon them be established by coltlparing the market value of sil­
ver to gold coin at the time of the transaction between Government 
and the lender. Though Government seeks to take advantage of a 
period when silver approximates in value to gold, the lender will 
never forget that his bond is payable "optionally" and that silver 
has been 1~ per cent. below gold and may be again. And lenders take 
no chances, have no sentiment, accept no bond of fate that bas not 
all the guarantees that experience can teach. 

Thus Government would suffer, and have to suffer-hopeless debtor 
that it is, and must so long remain-in compound proportion. If, as I 
claim, and calculation has shown, Government is not to be advan­
taged, temporarily even, by its adoption of a double standard, then 
all pretext of gain in this direction is gone. 

There be those who claim with tho comparatively small1mrplns of 
silver abroad, that in Germany and Holland amounting to $80,000,000 
say, being the principal sum upon which drafts would· probably 
be made, (and with much of this being constantly sold to the all­
silver-absorbing East,} the value of silver would quickly approx­
imate to or equal that of gold. I omit, for brevity, all reference to 
the tolerably well ascertained capacity for producing silver in the 
mines of t.be world. The increa-sing needs of increasing populations 
and the demands of art will care for this production. 

If silver should rapidly approximate the value of gold, as (dis­
agreeing with some of my friends) I am inclined to think it would, 
tlien where would lie the profit of remonetization to the Government 
or to the people f Why the change from what ha-s been our practice to 
the readoption of an option presenting so few chances of pecuniary 
advanta<re f 

We take by the effort some, and by the a~t all, of the certainty of 
loss in money and in credit without, as is confessed, any considerable 
chance of gain. If, then, honor questions the transaction, and cupid­
ity does not demand it, how shall we stand justified f 

SILVER PAYMENT NOW AS Th""DEMNITY FOR THE l'AST. 

It has been urged in favor of silver payments by the Governmeflt 
that we have been, that is the people and the Government have been, 
largo sufferers in the past in consequence of our uniform policy of 
payments in gold. I have already shown, sir, the extravagance of 
this statement, in that we have found no period till the present one 
when we could have profited by silver payments. 

How can the extremest advocates of a silver standard, under these 
circumstances, be charged, in" behalf of ~he people," with the grave 
responsibility of obtaining ''indemnity for the past f" 

Mr. President, for all practical purposes, and substantially for those 
of commercial ones also, ailver, as a legal-tender coin of the people, 
passed out of existence more than twenty years befOTe the passage of 
the celebrated demonetization act of 1873. :My friend from Missouri 
shakes his bead. I have only to say to him that without delaying 
this debate, already too Ion~ delayed, I shall stand ready to verify 
the statement. Its use by toe people bad been confined, long before 
the war, to the ever-convenient and always-to-be-circulated subsidi­
ary coin, the half-dimes and dimes, the quarters and half dollars of 
every-day use, "the people's money" in reality; the money of con­
venience to them, but not the money for their hard-earned savings 
to be kept in. 

A F.EW WORDS REGARDING THE PRACT!CAL DEMONETIZATION OF SILVER LN U~:76. 

lly act · of Congress, February, 1853, twenty-four years ago, there­
fore, provision was alone made to purchase bullion for the coinage 

of subsidiary silver. The existence of the legal-tender silver dollar 
was absolutely ignored in the act, its perpetuity deemed unworthy 
of mention. Yet, sir, only about three millions of the legal-tender 
silver dollars then existed, and the omission could not have been 
based nl)on their excessive number. Nor will it be claimed, sir, I pre­
sume, that Congress waa at that time frightened or cajoled by a class 
then almost without an existence, the " bloated" holders of Govern­
ment obligations. 

The next act of Congress of consequence in this connection is that 
of March, 1863. It provided to receive gold deposits alone, and to 
make gold payments only. Yet previous acts of Congress making 
silver coin of certain kinds legal tender remain unrepealed. In a 
word, sir, the legal-tender silver dollar bad ceased to be a commercial 
coin, had passed to the dignity of a memorial one, and for this 
reason: that it claimed to be what it was not. Its unit of value, 
measured by the recognized gold and other unit of value, bad been 
found impracticable of accomplishment. It was a coin, therefore, 
of variableness, inconsistency, and confusion. Measured by its mate 
of value, it stood from 1834 to 1873 relatively as 103 to 100. For 
forty years with undeviating persistency our silver dollar had been 
worth 3 per cent. more than our gold one. No wonder we had no 
defender of "the dollar of our fathers" during all these years. Ah 1 
it would have cost just 3 per cent, and this in gold too, to have 
'·defended" during these long years, to say naught of what might 
have been the political cost to ambitions statesmen attempting the 
defense. 

Mr. President, during all this period, this era of confusion and con­
tra(liction in our coinage acts, the mint value of the legal-tender 
silver dollar for the purchase of subsidiary coin of the Government was 
equal to about one hundred and eight cents in gold. Thus an employer 
could take one hundred silver dollars received bv him in business at 
par, purchase two hundred and sixteen United. States half-dollars 
with them, and P.aying to laborers in these half-dollars the promised 
dollar for his daily work make 16 on every 100 of wages paid by 
him as a capitalist to labor. 

Sir, you will find large employers taking this advantage of labor 
to-day, or substantially so: putt!ng their more valuable greenback 
dollars into tho cheaper silver ones, and thus getting from labor for 
ninety cents what it had agreed to pay one hundred cents for. It 
may be, sir, for tho moment, this grinding fact does not possess the 
mind of ap. the workingmen of the country. But, sir, let me assure 
you if the silver bill be pat>sed and the relations between silver and 
gold remain as they are to-day this fact will come to the working­
men of the country, and when it shall come and its effect shall be 
felt no sophistry and no rhetoric will take it away and thereafter 
bewilder them. 

Mr. WALLACE. Will the Senator from New Jersey tell me bow 
many half dollars in silver of the present standard it would take to 
make a hundred gold dollars at the present value of gold coin 'l 

Mr. RANDOLPH. This, sir, requires preoise calculation-gold 
fluctuating daily-and I can hardly stop to make it. I should refer 
all questions of figures to my friend from Missouri if I were inclined 
to go into details in the midst of this speech. The Senator from 
Missouri has given us figures until I confess my simple mind is con­
fused with them. He can no doubt give to the Senator from Penn­
sylvania an exact and prompt answer. 

Mr. WALL ACE. I am much obliged to my friend from New .Jersey. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. Concerning the passage of the demonetization 

act of 1873 I understand the facts to be these : The llonse of Repre­
sentatives by resolution, in 1870, asked the opinion of Treasury officials 
and experts regarding a revision of the laws relative to coinage, &c. 
In April} 1870, the Secretary of the Trea-sury reported the substance 
of the mformation and suggestions collected. Accompanying this 
report was the draft of a bill prepared by Mr. Knox, then deputy, 
now Comptroller of the Currency. The bill, which distinctly aimed 
at the ilismissal of the standard silver dollar as a legal tender, passed 
the Senate January 10, 1871, and the House May 27, 1872, with amend­
ments; these being substantially concurred in by the Senate, passing 
the criticism of a conference committee of the two Houses, and finally 
becoming a law February, 1873, nearly three years after discussion in 
Congress bad begun. That the effect of this bill tbns discussed and 
passed would be to demonetize silver, leaving gold the only standard, 
was clearly understood. 

In the debate in the Honse, Mr. POTTER, of New York, said: 
This bill providea for the making of changes in the legal-tender coin of the 

countrv and for substituting as legal tender coin of only one metal instead, as 
W~reto!ore, of two. I think m.vself this would be a wise provision, and that legal· 
tender coins, except subsidiary coins, should be of gold alone. 

Another prominent member of the Honse of Representatives, Mr. 
KELLEY, of Pennsylvania-since reconstructed or" regulated" upon 
this question, I believe-used t.hese•words: 
It is impo sible to retain the double st-andard ; the valut-s of gold and silver con­

tinually fluctuate.- Yon cannot determine what wiU be the relative value of gold 
and silver next year. They were 15 to 1 a short time ago; they are 16 to 1 now. 
Hence all experience has shown that you must have one tandard coin which 
shall bo a legal tender for all others, and then you may promote our domestic • 
con\"enience by banng a subsidiary coin of silver which shall circulate in all 
pa.rts of your country as legal tender for a limited amount and be redeemable 
at its faco value by the Govornmcnt. :But, sir, I a"'ain call the attention of the 
Houso to the fact that the gentleman who proposed this bill insists upon main­
taining a silver doUar toorth three and a half cents more than the gold dollar ruul worth 
seven cents more than two half dollars, and that so long as thoae provisions remaiB 
you cannot keep s~\Cr coill in the country. 
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Mr. President, I cannot add to the force of these words by com­

ment of mine bot I may recall attention to the bet that at the time 
of the passage of the demonetization act in 1873 the clinching argu­
ment ma.Ue in its favor was that our silver dollar was then at that 
very hour worth three and a half cents more than O'llr gold dollar. 
'Vhere was "vigilant capital" at that time f 

Ma.y it not happen, Mr. President, that with the slow progress of 
legislation, before the advocates of the silver policy shall reach their 
goal, the silver dollar of their venerated fa.thers (and ours) may again 
become more valuable than our present standard gold one; and, if so, 
what thenf 

I submit, sir, that it is not consistent with the dignity of a gov­
ernment that its grave Senators shall stand ready at every change 
of season to practice financial gymnastics. 

In January, 187~, a year or more prior totbe act of demonetization, 
the Secretary of the Treasury recommended the adoption of the single 
standard of gold. Will it do, Mr. President, with this array of facts 
before ns to say that the demonetization act of 1873 wa.s "smuggled 
through Congress," or that it could possibly have had its conception 
during some generous impulse of Wall street capitalists to receive 
ninety-seven cents for that which Government offered one hundred 
centsforf Oh,no, Mr. President, aa myfriend from Ohio [Mr. THUR­
MAN] is in the habit of saying, "that won't do." 

Sir, the policy of Government concerning silver as a standard has 
been neither blundering nor magnanimous. Like other debtors we 
have made the best bargain we have been able to honorably make. 

To-day we differ widely as to what duty is, as to what policy 
requires; y~t our aim is a common one, to subserve the best interests 
of the whole people. I cannot and I shall not say to my opponent 
in this debate: "1 am holier than thou." I believe that those who 
favor this resolution are as honest in their convictions as I am. I 
believe that those who hold the oppo.site view of this question are as 
sincere as I am or ever hope to be. They represent, as I do, constit­
uencies who are themselves in disagreement as to what interest re­
quires or policy dictates; but I firmly believe we do all represent 
constituencies who in large part would give of their slender wages 
and of their impoverished capital to keep what they believe to be 
the national faith. 

A DOUBLE STANDARD ntPRACTICABLE. 

Mr. President, I am driven to the conclusion that a double stand­
ard is not only detrimental to Government but is in itself substan­
tially impracticable. That this has been our own experience 1 have 
endeavored to show. The nations of highest civilization, those with 
whom our affairs are the largest, have either adopted the single gold 
standard or restricted the coinage of silver so as to amount to about 
t'he same thing. • 

Our financial policy, if we would subserve the convenience and 
interests of our own people, mu.at be largely in sympathy with the 
countries with whom we deal or with whom we hope to deal in the 
near future. The whole effort of the peopl~ - of Great Britain, of 
Germany, and the Scandinavian states is to retain or obtain a gold 
standard. This purpose, therefore, possesses 1he best intelligence of 
Europe. Shall we disregard its teachings f May we safely do so 'f 

A STANDARD OF GOLD OR SILVER, BUT miLT ONE. 

Now, Mr. President, save for convenience, for economy in use, 
because of its already accepted position among nations, it is not a 
matter of consequence perhaps whether we elect to retain the single 
standard of gold, or, abolishing that, take to the single standard of sil­
ver. Our c~ins after all, be they one or many, of ~old or of silver, or of 
both, obtain their value abroad by comparison, by their measurement 
with the standard coins of other nations. We know that if we 
reduce the weight or fineness of our present gold dollar it is instantly 
rendered incapable of performing the purchasing service of its pre­
decessor. So of our old silver dollar. We all know tha~ abroad it 
will only buy to-day ninety cents' worth of anyt.hing. Thus our coins, 
w bether of gold or silver, will ever be rated by their intrinsic value, 
and not by the Government's designation of them. 

Silver bullion is worth to-day fifty-four pence. I think I am cor­
rect in the statement. 

Mr. MORRILL. Fifty-three five-eighths. 
:Mr. RANDOLPH. Fifty-three five-eighths; the Senator from Ver­

mont corrects me. My computations have been made at fifty-four; fifty­
three five-eighths only exagger_ates the statement that 1 am abont to 
make. Silver bullion being worth to-day fifty-four pence, should the 
New York or New Orleans or Chicago importer desire to purchase goods 
in.England or France or Germany to the amount of £100 sterling, or 
say $487 gold, he would, payin~ in the legal-tender silver proposed, 
be obliged to remit to his foreign banker $531 or $44 more in one of 
our so-called "standard coins" than the other. Of course the consumer, 
not the importer, pays this difference. 

Mr. President, may I ask of Senators, especially those representing 
States from which our larger production of cotton and wheat and to­
bacco is had, what interest they possess as representatives of those pro­
ducing these staples exported eaeh year to the extent of hundreds of 
millions of dollars-what interest they have in givin~ to foreign 
purchasers the "option" of paying their constituents m a debased 
and inferior legal-tender coin f I cannot be far wrong, sir, when I 
say that the loss to agriculture (should gold and silver retain their 
present difference of value) will not fall short of thirty or forty mill-

ions of dollars per year. This loss, it will be observed, is aJmost 
directly upon agriculture and labor, and scarcely a fraction of it upon 
capital. 

Our importations, now $500,000,000 a year, must be paid for in gold ; 
with silver a legal tender our exportations may be p'aid for in that 
coin. Thus we ma.y rapidly become the custodians of the inferior 
and inconvenient coin, and tha losers of that other and superior coin, 
gold, witi.J which alone we can purchase in all markets, and upon 
equal terms with all mankind. Should this condition of aftairs come 
about, what then! 

THE POWER OF CONGRESS TO COIN AND 11 REGULATE." 

Mr. President, at" the risk of poorly repeating much that has been 
said by my honorable friend from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] I venture 
to add a few words upon what I consider the proper view to be taken 
in defining the power of Congress concerning coinage and its "regu­
lation." 

I have already said that we have the right, as I believe, "to pay a 
portion of the bonds of the Government, those of issue prior to 187:3, 
in gold or silver, at our option. But, sir, I question upon a fair inter­
pretation if we may lawfully do so in either coiQ, silver or gold, that 
for any reason has become of inferior value to its legal-tender mate. 

To my plain understanding that provision of the Constitution 
giving to Congress the power to "coin money and regulate the value 
thereof" is an inseparable power. Especially as to all legal tender 
issues of Government would this seem to be the common-sense inter­
pretation, and therefore, may I presume, the legal view of the question. 
The history of the exercise of this power by Government from time to 
time during our existence sustains this view. Every ''regulation" of 
the coins has thus far been to adjust their values to each other. 

Every act of Congress changing our coinage laws has had but one 
purpos~ practically, to make the legal-tender coins of gold and silver 
of eqmvalent value. If we a~ to be taught by our own unbr()ken 
action, all we can do now, if aright is to be done, is to adjust our 
legal-tentler coins anew. 

Had not our creditors, domestic and foreign, a reasonable right, in 
view of our uniform practice in "regulating" the coins, to believe 
that practice would remain unchanged Y It seems so to me, sir. 

THE PEOPLE AGAINST REPUDIATION. 

I have already said I believed there was no purpose upon the part 
of the people at large to do aught that would lay them open t.o a 
just charge of repudiation. But, sir, we cannot afford to rest under 
the suspicion of it even. I have great reason for my deadly hatretl 
of the crime. I do not question that all honorable men have. :My 
personal knowledge of its blight.ing e:ffoct to the State and its curse 
to a people was gained long years ago. 

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAl\IAR] will pardon me, I am 
sure, in making an illustration based upon the history of the great 
State he represents, a State peopled by many dear to me as to him. 

In 1852 the State of Mississippi practically repudiated its obliga­
tions. It did no~ undertake the gentler device of these days ana 
"scale" them out of existence. It just refused to pay them. And, 
sir, it has kept its promise to itself, though it has broken it to others. 

I pass over the years that intervene between this act and those of 
comparatively recent date. Years after the war had closed, years in 
which every State of the South as I thought had felt the weight of 
the despoiler's hand, visiting my old home at Vicksburgh I asked of 
Mississippians what debt the carpet-baggers had been able to fasten 
upon their unhappy Commonwealth. I knew that some of the most 
ingenious and uruel of all that rapacious horde had settled within the . 
limita of the State, and, forgetting its repudiation of twenty years 
ago, I naturally askecl what the Stato debt had grown to be. 'fhe 
answer was:" Practically, sir, we have no State debt! So complete 
was the prostration of our State credit by reason of the repudiation 
of 1852, even the unparalleled ingenuity, the unsurpassable effrontery, 
and the incomparable devices of carpet-ba~gers have not been able 
to contrive a scheme giving credit enough tor the basis of the petty 
thievery they would have accommodated tbemlielves to. Whatever 
the State's necessities have been, whatever its interests have sug­
gested, they found no one willing to give enlarged credit to Missis-
sippi." . 

lcansay,Mr. President, asifin parenthes~ this is the single instance 
within ruy knowledge where any people have apparently profited by 
their own wrong-doing. · 

But, sir, what bas Mississippi lost since the fatal act which ruined 
her credit Y If her citizens .have required large liUms they have ob­
tained them at usurious rates of interest. If her corporations have 
needed capital they have purchased it by paying rates above those 
accorded to sister States. If her counties or townships or cities have 
desired to effect local improvements through the aid pf capital from 
beyond their boundaries the same inexorable penalty has attached to 
them~ Great, cruel injustice has come to successive generations be­
cause of the wrong of those who preceded them. Free and enfran­
chised the credit of the new State is becomiug rsecond to none. But, 
sir, it is safe to say that the cost to her of the one wrongful act bas 
been more"than if she bad been despoiled by fraud and robbery, even 
as South Carolina. and Louisiana have been. 

May we not as representatives of the United States profit by the 
history and experience of one of our number 'I 
:Mr.PreiSident,we~:>houldfallshortin(lutyifwecircumscribedourview 
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of it by present interests. If in passing bills to remonetize silver we 
are adjudged by the broad world, from whom much of our capital has 
h eretofore come and must hereafter largely come, guilty of doubtful 
action regardin~ our obligations, the penalty, whether rightfully or 
wrongfully iruhctcd, will fall after all with more distinct severity 
upon private enterprise than upon public credit. If upon these tho 
blight of broken faith, real or implied, shall fall, then indeed will we 
have added to the cup of our present misfortunes. 

We are borrowers. Do not let us forget this fact. AB I have said, 
our :first requisite is unquestioned credit. With it estahlishecl we can 
obtain all the capital we need for legitimate enterpriso. With it our 
farmers will enter upon another year with home markets-a! ways 
the best and most reliable for the productions of our soil-and have 
no need to feel that war in desolating Europe compels them to fatten 
on carnage. With it our manufacturers will be able to safely enter 
upon the sharp, close competition that advanced civilization and the 
developments of science have made a necessity, if we would, as we 
can, place our products wherever unrivaled Englan(l has or shall. 

I speak from personal knowledge when I say that foreign and do­
mestic capitalt·efuse to give American enterprise credit this very 
hour because of this debate. Thus labor suffers most, and most sadly of 
all, for it has no resource but the physical one. We do know how pit­
eously the cry has come up from all over the land·simply for "work!" 
If by credit established, untarnished by act of Government, unques­
tioned by suspicion of future purpose, we may as a people have capi­
tal for new enterprises, how quickly can these appeals be answered. 

With a single standard of gold we may safely enter upon competi­
tion in all tho markets of the world, for this is the one standard 
undisputed. · With a double standard bali the world's markets are 
ueyoncl our effort, so small om· profits, so great may be the fluctua­
tions of silver to gold in value at home. 

Sir, because the ground has been gone over fully and faithfully I 
shall make no extended reference to other well-known arguments 
touching our cluty and interests. 

'l'he inconvenience of silver in larger amounts than a few dollars 
to the people; tho added· danger of Ioss in keeping large and bulky 
sums of it; the greater cost of transporting it in e1I'ecting exchanges; 
tl10 wrong to labor in paying as a dollar for wages that which may 
not buy ninety cents of value; the fallacy of counting a thing as a unit 
of streng-th or value that every foreign enemy may tap an essence 
from; and, finally, the vain attempt to-do by legislation that which 
is hopelessly beyond its reach-that is, to fix the relative value of gold 
and silver, when that determination is alone to be made by natural 
Jaws, by the labor actually employed in the production of each-Sen­
ators will thank me for omitting to rediscuss these trite subjects. 

.AS TO DOI\"'DS ISSUED SINCE 1873. 

Mr. President, it will be obsm-ved that I have thus far confined my 
discussion of the right and policy of Government to that class of bonds 
actually issued prior to February, 1873. Agreeing as to the right of 
Government to pay them and the interest upon them in gold or silver, 
the latter being made the equivalent of the former in value1 however, 
I have endeavored to show that it is not the policy or the mterest of 
Government to have two standards of payment, lmt rather one,- and 
that the gold one. 

Now, sir, as to that other class of bonds-for, a~ I · have said, the 
act of February, 1873, demonetizing silver, placed all bonds there­
after issued upon a different footing from those of previous issue­
as to these bonds-the 5's, -it's, and 4's-I cannot comprehend how 
any debate or question can arise regarding 11 the coin" they are pay-
able in. . 

From February, 1873, gold has been the only legal-tender coin of 
the country, and every bond issued since that date is as plainly, fully, 
honorably payable in gold as would be my note issued a year ago-pay­
able in '.'coin," falling due next month, and to-day receiving my own 
indorsement that 11 coin" meant "gold "-would be payable in gold. 
Who, Mr. President, in all this body of honorable men would be my 
defender if I sought to escape my own voluntary definition of 11 coin," 
indorsed by my own hand on my own note-a note, t.oo, in all prob­
ability pat~Sed from the hands of the original holder to those of others 
accepting its possession upon the faith of my written promise and 
subsequent indorsement f Sir, could I ever obtain credit among 
men if, as an individual, I should seek to take this advantage, in 
payment of my d.ebt, insif!ting upon an option by me voluntarily 
surrendered, to myself dead f Mr. President, repeating my honor­
able friend, the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. THuRMAN,] let me again 
say, "that won't do."· 

Oh, no, Mr. President, there is no man on this floor who would defend 
me as an individual if I were to attempt to do that which is being 
advocated by the representatives of States on this floor as to the right 
or duty of Government; and I cannot understand how there can be 
any substantial difference in morals between our act~ as Senators or 
as individuals. 

Mr. MERRIMON. Will my friend allow me to interrupt him a 
moment¥ 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Certainly. 
Mr. :MERRIMON. In order to set myseJf right I desire to take the 

case tho Senator puts of himself. Suppose he bad given a bond last 
year to myself for $1,000 with a stipulation that he promised to pay 
me $l,GOO in sil yer dollars weigb.ifg 412-i grains of staud.urd silver o! 

the United States, would the Senator pretend that he could pay me 
in anythin~ but silver dollars 'f 

Mr. RANDOLPH. Oh, uo; that is not the question at all. The 
Senator from North Carolina does ·not state the question fairly. He 
speaks of my Dbte payable iu a single coin, whereas the bonds of tbe 
Government, according t.o his theory and mine, were payable in the 
two coins, optional with Government. Now the option of the Gov­
ernment ceased when Government made its election, ancl that is the 
end of it. 

Mr. 1\IERRIMON. This 4 per cent. bond which the Senator has 
been talkin~ about is predicated upon and derives all the essence in it 
from the act of 1870. · · 

J.Ir. RANDOLPI;I. That and its indorsements, referring to the act 
of 1873 by this. 

.Mr. MERRli\fON. And the act of 1870 constitutes a snustantial 
part of the contract. The act by which silver was demonetized 
applies to the 4 per cent. bond as much as to the 5 per cent. bond or 
6 per cent. bond or any bond ever given by the Government; but in 
the act authorizing the 4 per cent. bond is a stipulation to pay a par­
ticular thing of a particular weight, and it is over and above and 
outside of all legal-tender laws. One of the grand objects in passing 
the refunding act was to provide a stipulation against the power of 
the Government to depreciate the money to be paid for the bonds by 
d&basing the coin or reducing its value. 

Mr. KERNAN. Yes, but you were to pay in silver dollars of 412t 
grains, according to the view of the Senator from North Carolina, 
and by the act of 1873 such dollars ceased to be a legal tender. 

Mr. RANDOLPH. I a~k Senators not to interrupt me further. 
Mr . .MERRIMON. I beg the Senator's pardon. 
Mr. RANDOLPH. The Senator need not; but I have only a few 

words more to say, and I shall then give way to my friend from Mis­
sissippi, [Mr. LAMAR,] who has been too long detained already. I in­
tended to .answer courteously and re!pectfully the question put to rue 
by .the Senator from North Carolina, and I will say to him now that, 
inasmuch as this debate is likely to continue iuto midsummer from 
present appearances, we shall have p~enty of opportunity to consider 
all matters that pertain to this question. 

CONCLUSION. 

Mr. President, I have not been able to agree that we should dis­
cuss this question a~ one of "dry law" alone. To me it is a quC~stion of 
policy in government; it is also a question of morals, of public morals. 
That which may be right in law may not bo expedient in pt·actice. 
That which the State may legally do may not always be honorably 
done. 

I am shre no Senator will believe me guilty of the discourtesy· of 
impugning the motives of others when I affirm that diMh.onor may 
come, as it has come from mistaken judgment or from excessive zeal 
in what seems a righteous pursuit. 

It has been a.s!ierted upon this floor by the Senator from Alabama 
[Mr. 1\IORGA...~] that our creditors have no right to say what sort of 
money we shall use. I utterly dissent from this doctrine, inasmuch 
as, being a class to whom we are indebted, their interest in our money 
is second to no other class. The declaration also assumes that cred­
itors of a special class, the "bondholclers," alone regard the definition 
of ''coin." Have not the people, those t.o whom our coin is paid in 
every day's transactions, an interest far greater than that of these 
special creditors in unsurpassable and stable value of "coin f" 

To them it is a thing of daily use, with naught else of real money 
to take its place. Bondholclers disliking our coin may dispose of 
their boncl investments, meet losses if any, and turn their cavital to 
other channels. To them the end has come. Not so to the people. 
Their dai1y needs leave them to stagger and faint perhaps under 
the burden of fl.uctuatinO' values. 

It has been substantially asserted that when Government creates a 
debt and fixes the standard value of the coin agreed to be taken in 
payment, it may lawfully do what it chooses in changing the com­
mercial value of that coin. 

Mr. President, I cannot debate this proposition. I have only to 
say, as I have in substance previously said, that not only ~ a great 
government sacredly bound in policy and in honor to maintain the 
full standard of its obligations, but under the limitu,tious and ohli­
gations of the Constitution it is compelled to do so. "To coin and 
regulate" will never be interpreted a~ meaning '' to coin and depra.o 
ciate." No, Mr. President, a government of purpose and prominence 
and character cannot afford any such construction. 

Sir, all through this prolonged debate the cry bas come that this 
legislation, as well as much of past legislation, is being controlled by 
the money kings-the capitalists. Sir, I have no special sympathy 
to extend to them. Of all classes they need the least. Theirs is 
largely the power to turn their investments at will, in advance of 
loss, if they elect. I would, if needs be, and as a matter of justice, 
defend their t·ight~ equally with any other class. The capitalists 
made great profits, it is true, during the war. Did they not run great 
risks as well1 Labor also had great wages during the war. W ben, 
to-clay, it cries for "work," shall Senators give cruel answer b.v ro­
citing to labor the rates of wages in war times f 

I will cater to no passing passion in hurling epithets at any class 
of our fellow-cith~·ens, though they have the misfortune to be rich. 
Dut they need no hel~ of mine in this crisis. I otter them none. 
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Their bonds are their merchandise-a price for them is to be had in 
the open market. Their capital, lessened to-day by sale of bonds 
below cost to them, can be increased within the week by purchase 
and sale of the bonds of others. We need give no tears where loss 
can be so quickly turned to profit. Capital's barveet, us all men 
know, is reaped most surely and largely in seasons of fluctuating 
values. -

CAPITALISTS NOT BO:IDHOLDimS. 

The cry has gone out against the ''bondholder." I choose to sepa­
rate the real bondholder from the mere capitalist. To him, as I have 
shown, the bond is not a thing "held," save from day to day, from 
hour to hour. • 

The real holder of our Government bonds is rarely the great capi­
talist. To him the interest is too low, even upon the best of them ; 
other ventnret'! are far more tempting than Governments, that scarcely 
pay 4 percent. to-day. The registered bonds of the United States 
tell t.he story. Examine t.ho .hooks and you will find the names of 
executors, trustees, and guardians of estates; n<Jt great estates, but 
small ones; yon will find the names of widows and orphans whose 
slender means permit no hazard of income; yon will rarely find large 
amounts in any name, and still more rarely, if at all, in the name of 
"capitalists." These are facts that no rhetoric will refute. 

. Need I trespass by a recital of other facts showing how great 
a snm of Government bonds are now held by the saving institutions 

. of the country, those special depositories of the provident poor in 
the larger number of States f Upon these "bondholders" every 
dollar of payment in depreciated coin would fall with cruel exact­
ness. Of this class of onr people, eight hundred thousand in number, 
manifestly among the best because the most thrifty, the question of 
w bat our "coins" means is a vital one. Have they no voice, then, or 
business in the value of their coin Y 

Our banks, from whom the men of smaller means borrow-are not 
Government bonds the foundation of their issues t May we affect in­
juriously and seriously the value of the bonds and stilfleave borrow-· 
ers to obtain on eqnal terme or as easily as before T 

Among the most beneficent of modern institutions, tho life-insur­
ance companies stand, despite occasional extravagance and fraud in 
management. An analysis of the assets of thesecompanieswillsbow 
that their reserve fund, that fund which t.othe policy-holders, number­
ing hundreds of thousands of our citizens, has become the ark of safety, 
is largely in vested in the bonds of the United States. Are these people­
! will not say citizens, for they who are most interested are women 
and children-have they no business with us in saying what ''coin" 
means! The schoolfund of my own State is lar~ely interestetl in Gov­
ernment bonds. Have the people no interest m our public schools f 
And thus, Mr. President, might I continue to add to the long list of 
bondholders, directly or indirectly1 who are not capitalists a.nll never 
hope to be, until I verily believe 1t would b"e found that of Govern­
ment bonds possessed in this country three-fourths of them would b~ 
found in the hands of, or for the benefit of, those who a.re poor, help­
less, or dependent, in large part. 

Mr. President, I am a ware of the utter uselessness of any argument 
I have attempted to make to stop the fever of this present purpose. 
As one of the representatives of a State whose pe<.~ple have jealously 
preserved their own credit, suffering no temptation to binder duty, 
and no advantage, real or unreal, to dally with their virtue, I have 
been impelled, against my previous purpose, to make this plea, to 
enter this protest. 

Mr. LAMAR obtained the floor. 
Mr. RANSOM. If I do not interfere with the Senator from Missis­

sippi, I should likA .to move :m executive session of the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MATTHEWS in the chair.) Does 

the Senator from Mississippi give way for that motion T 
Mr. LAMAR. Yes, sir . . 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I suggest to both Senn.tors con­

cerned now, and to the other members of tho Sen::tte, that we ought 
to have if we can, an understanding as to the time when the vote 
upon this resolution will be taken. The mover of the resolution an­
nou}Jced, I believe yesterday, a wish to obtain a vote to-day. I infer 
from statements made by various Senators that some enga-gements 
of theirs, (for it seems a good many members of the Senate have en­
gagements to-day,) would conflict with the purpose, if such there 
were, to attempt to "sit out" thls resolution to-day. I understand 
from the mover of the resolution that he has no wish to ask the 
Senate to do that, but with other Senators he would like to have a 
vote at an early time. Therefore, I venture to snggest that we agree 
now upon some honr to-morrow, which hour will allow time enough 
to elapse to enable any Senator who wishes to address the Senate, if 
there be others to be heard, when the vote may be taken and when 
all Senators may be here knowing that the vote will then be taken. 

Mr. DA. VIS, of Illinois. I would suggest three o'clock to the Sen­
ator from New York. 

Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator from lllinois suggests 
that we say th1·ee o'clock te-morrow. I should think that would be 
a very convenient hour, and if there be no Senators wishing to 
occupy the floor so long, of course the vote may be taken before. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask the Senator from New York if this 
proposition is to include the debate upon the amendments. 

Mr. CO~ KLING. Upon the amendments to the resolution f 
Mr. MORRILL. Yes. · 

1\Ir. CONKLING. I suppose so. 
Mr. MORRILL. Then I shall be compelled to object, because my 

colleague [Mr. EDl\IUNDS] has an amendment that I underntand be 
de ires .to submit some remarks in relation to, and I have an amend­
ment that I should like to occupy perhaps five minutes upon. 

Mr. CONKLING. Then let us name an hour which will give the 
colleague of the Senator and himself ample time for that purpose. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not know how long the debate may con­
tinue; but I object to any agreement in relation to the debate on 
these amendments. 

Mr. CONKLING. Well, Mr. President, of course any single mem­
ber of the Senate, as well aa all the members, can defeat such a prop­
osit.ion a8 this, because it requires unanimous consent. I venture, 
however, to make this remark: in the first place, this being a mere 
preliminary resolution, not even aiming at the character of a statute 
but by its t-erms being a mero expre sion of the two Houses, not a 
legislative declaration, is occupying a vast deal of time. We are run­
ning on very rapidly week after week, and here stands this resolution 
blocking the way of legislation. Behind it is a bill relating to the 
same subject which has been made a special order, upon which bill 
will be in order all the debate appropriate to this resolution, which 
hill will be considered next. 1 beg leave to remind Senators that one 
of two things will occur, either we shall protract these two proceed­
ings until they become very injurious to the interests of legislation 
in the Senate regardless of the result which may be reached, or we 
shall within a short time find ourselves compelled to sta,y here per­
hapsthrou~h an entire ni&"ht for no reason whatever, when a frank 
statement m advance of tue number of Senators who wish to speak 
would enable us to fix: an hour for voting, if not to-morrow then on 
a. subsequent day. For my own part, I do not wish to interfere with 
the convenience of any single Senator, but I think if we could have 
an understanding which would apprise each one of '11s of the time 
when we should be here to vote, anu which arrangement would be 
somewhat economical of the time of the Senate, that would he de­
sirable. 

Mr. ],fERRThiON. Mr. President, I do not want to antagonize what 
,the Senator from New York ha8 said further than this : I do not uesire 
to spe:1k again myself, for I have had an opporunity to addres.<J the 
Senate, but I know that there a:rethree or four or five gentlemen who 
wish to speak to this resolution, and I should regret exceedingly to 
see them cut off by fixing au hour to-morrow when the vote sh:l.ll ba 
taken. The discussion of this resolution is largely on the merits of 
the hill which is to follow it, and it seems to me a great deal of time 
is not lost in the discussion going on now. 

I would say further that this question is certainly one of such 
magnitude as to be worth the attention it is receiving. I trust with 
all respect that an hour" ill not be fixed to-morrow. I want to see 
everybody have a fair opportunity to sa.y what be has to say .• and I 
understood the Senator to suggest the same thing. I merely say that 
I know of several gentlemen who desire to be heard on this resolu­
tion. 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand the Senator in charge of this resolu­
tion desires t() bring it to a vote within a reasonable time. I think 
much of the argument npon this resolution could be made upon the 
silver bill which is to follow it. 

:Mr. CONKLING. 'l'he whole of it. 
1\Ir. ALLISON. And, as suggested by the Senator from New York, 

perhaps the whole of it. This resolution has already occupied con­
siderable time. Now, if we cannot agree to take the vote to-morrow, 
why can we not agree to take the vote the next day f I therefore 
suggest that by unanimous consent we vote on this resolution and 
all the amendments on Friday at four o'clock. 

Tho PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that that 
can only be doue by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, it bas been very obvious to those who 
h a. ve attended to the de bates oft he Senate that there has been an an tici­
pat.ion of tho discussion of the silver bill proper, and by far the greater 
number of speeches that have been made here have addressed them­
selves to the topics in that bill rather more than to the abstract 
declarations of the resolution now before the Senate . . Therefore it is 
that I trust there will be no haste to fix an bonr for the termination 
of this discussion, because it is obvious to every one that the consid­
erntion of the two is blended, and that if th~ expression of opinion is 
obtained in the one case without full hearing and debate it must 
affect the vote upon the second. 

The importance of this question can scarcely be stated in terms of 
exaggeration; the duty of deliberation is as positive as any that can 
weU be imagined; and so long as any Senator desires to express his 
views upon the propositions which are involved even in this abstract 
declaration, not upon an existing law, but as to what is to be the 
effect of a law not yet in existence-whatever may b~ the shape or 
form it may tu.ke, it docs involve consequences .of the most serious 
character, in my judgment., one way or the other, to the welfare and 
prosperity of the American people-I hope there will be the amplest 
time given for discussion, and that the honorable Senator from New 
York will not press his motion to fix: an hour to-morrow or at any 
time nntil the Senate shall have exhausted this deba.te. I should be 
unwilling to assent to fixing an honr to-morrow. There has been a 
great deal said, and chiefly said in tha Senate on one side of these 
subjects, and I think it ri~bt and proper that the other side shoul1l 
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be heard and that every opportunity should be given for a hearing. 
I trust, therefore, the motion to fix a vote for to-morrow will not be 
made. 

I will state another fact, that · just in proportion to the gravity of 
this question arises the necessity of discussinrY it with the dignity 
that it merits and the respect that it merits. There is no suggestion 
and has been none, and I think will be none, in the shape of mere 
dilatory debate to prolong this discussion. Nothing of that kind is 
suggested; and I do submit that while the conscience of any man in 
thh~ body prompts him to debate this question he should be heard. 

Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, I have said nothing on this reso­
lution beyond a few remarks that did not occupy three minutes in 
their deliverance on the first day-the resolution was taken up for 
consideration. I entert.ain very clear and positive convictions upon 
the subject, very clear to my mind and very positively entertained, 
that this resolution contains nothing but the naked trmh; but it does 
not embrace the whole subject that is embraced in the bill. The 
resolution relates to what is legal and what would be honorable, but 
the bill embraces not only those questionM but the question what 
would be politic. I had hoped, therefore, that this resolution would 
be speedily disposed of, and I have not occupied any of the time of 
the Senate in discussing it. I do not regret it, for all that I could 
have said has been better said by other Senators; but I do think that 
after we have sat here three months, deducting the recess, it is about 
time to come to something that is practical, something that is to take 
the form of law if it pass the Senate and the House at all. We shall 
have settled simply a question of what is law and what would be 
honor when we shall have passed this resolution, supposing it to 
pass, bnt we sh(lll not have determined what will be the policy of 
this Government, what will be the law of the land npon this silver 
question, as it has been called, until we come to vote upon the bill 
itself. 

And inasmuch as the bill necessarily involves every question that 
can be raised upon this resolution, I, for one, do not 8ee that in uru­
ing the Senate to fix a time, and a short time too, when the vote sh~h 
be taken upon this resolution, I am cutting off, or desiring to cut off, 
any Senator from the full expression of his views. I do not see that 
any one can be charged with attempting to stifle debate or to deprive 
any Senator of the full privileges that he ought to enjoy, or to injure 
the public service in any way, by saying" Let us stop debating this 
questiun in its present phase upon an abstract resolution, and let us 
go to the subject in the concrete on the bill which is before us for 
consideration." That injures no one; that deprives no one of the 
right to express his opinion; that only furthers the business of the 
body. 

I hope, therefore, Mr. President, that we may soon come to a vote 
upon this resolution and get it out of the way in order that the bill may 
be taken up for consideration. And then there will be ample room 
for all who desire to express their opinions to do so, and to do so fully. 
FoP myself, believing that the remonetization of silver ought to take 
place, believing that it ought to be made a full legal tender, believ­
ing that you cannot maintain specie payments in this country until 
that be done, believing that the best interests of the whole country 
require that it should be done, believing that the fears which have 
been expr~sed in regard to the effect of such a measure are for the 
most part imaginary, I feel bound to urge, as far as it is in my power 
to do so, the speedy consideration and decision of these questions; 
and I feel that I am bound also, if necessary, to avoid consumption of 
time myself and give up to others who may desire to speak the floor 
rather than tire the patience of the Senate with anything that I could 
say. 

I trust, sir, that Rome one of the suggestions that have been made, 
either that of the Senator from New York or that of the Senator from 

· [ow a, will be a~reed to, and that every Senator will feel that in urgin~ 
1mch a proposttion aa that no one is seeking to deprive him of the 
right to speak, no one is seekin~ to stifle debate upon this question 
which Senators regard as of such high importance. 

.Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I do not know whether the honor­
able Senator from Ohio who moved this resolution [Mr. MATI'H.EWS] 
will accept a suggestion which is in my mind; but it seems to me 
that it would disembarrass the whole question if he would consent to 
postpone this resolution until the silver bill is disposed of. If there 
is anything declaratory needed as to what the Senate thinks of that 
bill after it is through, let us have it then and you can have it imme­
diately. It can come up the next day or the next hour; but it is 
embarrassing every one who wishes to discuss the silver bill either 
pro or con; it stands right in the way, it stands directly across the 
path of practical legislation. Whatever may be done with the silver 
bill, all Senators I think will agree that it ought to be done as 
promptly as possible, and if we need anything in the shape of an 
abstract declaration of opinion, it strikes me we could make it a good 
deal more intelligently after havin~ got the bill through than upon 
a wild guess as to what we shall think in case the bill should pass. 
I hope the Senator will take that suggestion kindly. I have no wish 
to move it against his own desire. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I take any suggestion from the Senator from 
Maino kindly ; but I cannot consent to this. I have no disposition 
to havo this resolution stand in the way of the transaction of the 
public business; on the contrary I am· most anxious that it should be 
got out of the way of being such an obstruction, and to that end, 

feeling the responsibility I have in reference to it by virtue of having 
m~:>ved the resolution, I have overandoveragainexpressed the desire 
anxiously to progress as rapidly aM possible with its consideration, to 
bring the argument upon it to a conclusion, and to terminate the sub­
ject by a final vote. I am not willing to consent to postpone its con· 
sideration to give way to anything else, even to the consideration ot 
the silver bill itself. I am willing that every gentleman who desires 
to be heard upon it shall speak to his heart's content, and free both 
his mind and his conscience. I am willing for that purpose to undergo 
as much personal physical inconvenience as any other Senator ; and 
to that end, unless we can come to a unanimous Wlderstanding. that 
will make it unneceijSa,ry, I desire to say that if a majority of the 
Senate will stand by me upon it I propose that upon Friday we shall 
sit until we have voted finally upon theresolutionandalltheamend­
ments. 

Several SENATORS. That is right. 
Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that I have not yet taken five 

minutes of time in tbe discussion of this resolution, and do not pro­
pose to take more than that hereafter; and the only reason for my 
interposing any objection to fixing a time was that I knew that my 
colleague desired to submit some remarks upon an amendment that 
he has proposed, and how long those remarks will be I do not under­
stand; I presume, however, they will be very brief. But I think the 
suggestion of the Senator from Ohio is the proper one. 

lir. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider­
ation of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the con­
sideration of executive business. After fourteen. minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened and (at four o'clock and 
forty-three minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 23, 1878. 

The Honse met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON. 

The Jonrnal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REMONETIZATION OF SILVER. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, by unanimous consent, presented resolutions of 
merchants of Kansas City, Missouri, in favor of the remonetization 
of ail ver ; which were referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 
and Measures. 

UNION P A.CIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. FRANKLIN also presented resolutions of the merchants of Kan­

sas City, Missouri, requesting that the Union Pacific Railroad be com­
pelled to comply with its charter; which were referred to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

COLLECTION DISTRICT OF COWRADO, ETC. 
Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, by unanimous consent, introduced 

a bill (H. R. No. 2689) to create a customs collection district of the 
State of Colorado and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, and New 
Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com­
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

B.ANX DEPOSITS. 
Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 2690) relieving bank deposits from internal-revenue taxes and 
dues; which was read a first and second time, referred to tho Com­
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH .ANN PORTER. 
Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 

No. 2691) to increase the pension of Elizabeth Ann Porter, widow of 
William D. Porter, late commodore United States Navy; which wa.s 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensioll8, and ordered to be printed. 

COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask consent of the Honse that sub­

committees of the Committee of Elections have leave to sit during 
the sessions of the House. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 
STEAMBOAT REGULATIONS, ETC. 

Mr .. REAGAN. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regnlar order being called for, the House will 

now resume the consideration of the unfinished business of yesterday, 
being the bill (H. R. No. 2478) to amend certain sections of tides 48 
and 52 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, coucerning com­
merce and navigation, and the regulation of steam-vessels. The Clerk 
will resume the reading of the bill by sections for amendment. 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and rea-d the following: 
SEc. 20. That section 4458 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall bo 

so amended as to read ae follows: 
" S&c. 4458. Before issuing any inspcction.certifi..cate to any steamer, tho col­

lector or other chief officer of customs for the J?Ort or dist:I:ict sha.~ domand nntl ro­
cei~e from the owners thereof, aa a compensation for the mspection ai:Jtl ljXai.Illna­
tions made for the year, the followin~ sums in addition to tb.o fees for ~suing 
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enrollments and licenses now nllowed by law according to the tonnage of the vessel: 
for each steam-vessel of one hundred tons or under, $:25; and, in adilitio:51. thereto, 
for each an1fevery ton in e:s:cess of one hundred tons, five cents. 

"Each master, chief engineer, and first.claas pilot, licensed as herein pro•ided, · 
shall pay, for cverv certificate ~nted by any inspector or inspectors, the sum of 
$8; and every chief mate, engmeer, 11nd pilot of an inferior grade shall pay for 
every certificate so grant.ed the sum of St. 

"Such fees shall be paid ovel" to the chief officer of cuatoms in such manner and 
under such regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secrotary of the Treasury." 

1\Ir. MARSH. I move to amend the section jnst read by striking 
out of the third paragraph the word" every" whe1·e it occurs before 
the word "certificate," and to insert in lien thereof the words "the 
first;" so that it shall read," shall pay for the first certificate granted," 
&c. I also move to add to the same paragraph the words "and for 
every subsequent certificate so granted to said officers there shall be 
paid by them $1." 

As the bill now provides, every steamboat-man, every engineer, 
every mate, every pilot engaged in the water transportation of this 
country is required to pay a tax to the Government of from four to 
eight dollars per year. I think that is an unjust and unfair tax 
levied upon a very important cla-ss of business in this country. I 
know of no reason why these men should be specially taxed over any 
other class of men who are doing business in this country. I do not 
know what the statistics show, but I will venture the assertion that 
there are many thousands of these officers en~aged in transportation 
upon the rivers of the West, the lakes of the Northwest, and our sea­
coast, and the amount of revenue derived from this source is a very 
considerable sum. . In my opinion it is a revenue derived from a 
branch of industry that ought to be relieved from taxation. 

This bill requires that an engineer, a mate, or a pilot of a steam­
boat or ferry-boat shall make application every year for a certificate 
that he is a competent person to perform the duties of that position; 
and in order to get this certificate every year he must pay the sum of 
$8 as a tax, which goes into the Public Treasury. I submit, sir, that 
when the attention of the country has been and is now directed to 
the solution of the question of cheap transportation it is not fair or 
just that the water transportation of the country should be loaded 
down with a tax of this character. With as much propriety might 
you levy a. tax of $8 per year upon every railroad conductor and engi­
neer upon all the railroads engaged in carrying the products of our 
land. I submit that it is unfair to impose any longer this annual tax 
upon these men. My amendment proposes, therefore, that for every 
renewal of a certificate or license the mere nominal sum of $1 shall 
be paid. 

Mr. REAGAN. Since the organization of the service for the inspec­
tion of vessels and the licensing of officers to command and manage 
them it has been the policy of Congress not to make this inspection 
service a charge upon tho Public Treasury, bot to make it self-sup­
porting. The law, therefore, as it now stands, imposes upon masters, 
mates, pilots, and engineers a tax of $10 for the first license as such 
officer; and for each annual renewal of that license these persons, 
under the Jaw as it now stands, are required to pay a tax of $5. It 
wa-s thought that a tax of this amount would be necesRary to keep np 
tbe service and to save the General Treasury from the expense of sus­
taining it. The committee, however, on account of the report made 
by the Chief of Engineers, showing that these fees have yielded an 
unemployed surplus, have proposed in the bill before us to make the · 
fee for each original license $8 instead of $10, and for each renewal 
of a license $4 instead of $5, thus making a reduction of jtQ per cent. 
upon the fees to be paid by this class of persons. During the last 
year there were 4,061 steamers inspected, the tonnage of which 
amounted to 1,014,912 tons. There were for the same year 4,628 mas­
ters' licenses, gos mates' Jicenses, 2,204 pilots' licenses, and 6,553 engi­
neers' licenses. The receipts from the inspection of steam-vessels 
were $140,312.56; the receipts from officers' licenses $121,345, making 
an aggregate available fund of $2(31,657.56. 

1\Ir. MARSH. Is that the aggregate upon tonnage and officers' 
licenses. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is upon both. On officers' licenses alone the 
amount paid was 121,345. In the disbursement of this fund the 
salaries paid to inspectors and clerks amounted to $176,692; travel­
ing and miscellaneous expenses, $31,077.94, makin~ a total disburse­
ment of $207,769.94. Deducting the amount disbursed from the 
amount collected, there was left ti> the credit of the fund a surplus 
of $53,887.o2. 

On account of this surplus it was thought that the fees charged to 
these officers could be safely reduced 20 per cent.; and that is what 
we propose in this hill. The amenument offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. MARSH] does not propose to reduce the fee for the 
original license below that named in the bill which is $8; but it 
rn~poses that upon each renew~! of a ~ice~se the fee shall be only 
$1 1nstead of $4. I suggest to hinl that 1f h1s amendment be adopted, 
either the fund will be unequal to the necessities of the service and 
there must be a charge upon the Treasury or the- expenses of that 
sen·ice must go unpaid. We have supposed a reduction of 2(J per 
cent. to_ be as much as. could safely be made if we would preserve 
the effi01ency of the serviCe and protect the general Treasury against 
expense. With this view I submit that we had better not adopt 
the amendment, unless we intend to change the policy that has pre­
vailed from the foundation of the servicQ aud make the expense of 
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this service a charge upon the general Treasury instead of requiring 
the service to defray its own expense. 

.Mr. DUNNELL. In order that the reasons given for the change 
proposed in the bill may be well understood by the House, I ask the 
Clerk to read a part of the report of the committee, on page 10. The 
ar~ument there is well put. . 

'I'he Clerk read as follows : 
The other amendment is in the amount of fees for inspections and for licenses. 
When the original steamboat act of ld52 was passed, the fees for licenses we1·e 

much less than now required. The steamboat-inspection service was not intended 
to be a source of income to the Government, but it waa intended to so tix the 
amollDt of the fees that the inspection service should be self-snstaining. . 

For many years past the receipts of the inspection survice have exceeded the 
expenses by from $50,000 to $80,000 each year, so that by this means a direct tax: 
equaling this amount hM been imposed upon the steamboat interest; a tax: not 
imposed either directly or inflirectly upon any other bnsiness or interest. Tho re­
duction of fees proposed in this bill applies to a class of small steamers which 
has co:ne rapidly into nse the pa-st five or six years, and to the fees of liceused 
officers. • 

In respect to the former, it may be !!ta.tei that in the paat five or six years there 
have been built many small steam launclles and yachts, most of them raugiug 
from five to fifteen tons, some reaching twenty tons; these small crafts are con­
structed principally for private use and pleasure purposes, for fishing and gun­
ning excuraions, and with a large proportion their nse is confined to t:ome three 
or four months of midsummer. The la.w now in force requires the same fees to be 
paid for these small crafts as for steamers of one hundred. tons. This fee of ~25 is 
deemed a burdensome and mmecessa.ry exaction, especially as this class of small 
st.eamers is rarely nsed for commercial purposes, but principally for private use aud 
pleasure excursions. It is therefore proposed to reduce the fee for steamers of 
twenty tons and under to $15. 

In respect to the fees of licensed officers, those required by the present law are 
thought to be unnecessarily onerous and burdensome, especially when it is not 
necessary to render the inspection service self-sustaining, and wheu it is further 
considered that it is a personal tax required for permission to pursue their legiti­
mate profe!'lsion or vocation for obtaining a livelihood; a tax not requirecl from 
any other class of persons in the community. It is therefore recommended that 
the fees be reduced from $10 to $8 and from $5 to 4. 

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not desire to occupy the attention of the 
House . . I think that the statement just reau from thereportanswers 
the argument presented by the gentleman from Illinois. 

1\Ir. MARSH. In answer to the ~entleman from Texas, [Mr. REA­
GAN,] I desire simply to say that if the reduction proposed by my 
amendment makes this service a charge upon the PulJlic Trea-sury let 
it be so. I say there is no more propriety in taxing the pilots, captains, 
engineers, and mates of steamboats in order to maintain the inspec­
tion system adopted by Congress than to tax the same individuals 
for the purpose of dragging out the snags and cleaning out the sand­
bars of the rivers of the 'Vest, or removing obstructions from the 
entrances to harbors upon the sea-coast. 

I wish to call the attention of the House to what I think was an 
error into which the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] fell. I 
stated that this bill provided that for every renewal of a certificate 
to a master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot, there should be paid 
the sum of ~. l\Iy friend from Texas made the statement that for 

. every renewal the payment should be $4. But the bill which he has 
reported makes no such provision. It provides $8 for every chief en­
gineer, first-class pilot, and master, and $4 for certificates to officers 
of a second grade. 

Mr. REAGAN. I am willing to meet the point made by the gentle­
man from Illinois b:v an amendment. 

Mr. 1\IARSH. It ·seems to me in view of what I remarked before 
that this whole country has been agitated for the last eight years on 
the subject of cheap transportation, that it is time that Congress should 
stop taxing one of the most important branches of the transpOitation 
of the country; and I give notice now that if it is any longer insisted 
that the river transportation of the West and North west shall be sub­
ject to this class of taxation, I shall insist that a ·similar taxation 
be levied upon the railway system of the country, and that ·every 
engineer of a railroad company and every fireman and every conduc­
tor shall be placed in this respect upon an equality with these officers 
of the river-transportation system. 

Mr. ITTNER rose. 
Mr. REAGAN. Before the gentleman from Missouri proceeds with 

his remarks I desire to offer an amendment, to come in at line 19 of 
the pending section. It is as follows: 

Add these words: 
For ea~h renewal of such license one-half of said sums shall be paid. 

The SPEAKER. There is one amendment pending. 
Mr. REAGAN. I offer it as an amendment to the amendment, or a 

substitute for the pending amendment. · 
Mr. HAH.RISON. The gentleman offers it in orcler to perfect his 

own bill-does he not T 
Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir. 
The SPEAKER. But the Chair must recognize the fact that the 

amendment does not come from the committee, and therefore has 
not any preference over any other amendment that does not come 
from the committee. 

Mr. ITTNER. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to add my feeble voice and 
influence, whatever they may be worth, in support of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois, and I do not place my advo­
cacy of the amendment upon the ground on which the gentleman 
from Illinois places his advocacy of it; that is, that this is a discrim­
ination between this system of transportation and others that exist 
in the country. But, sir, I place my advocacy of this amendment upon 
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a higher ground than that, and it is because the bill provides for a 
taxation of the honest labor and industry of this country. 

I have been amused since I had the honor to become a member of 
this honor~ble body by the championship I have listened to from 
different portions of this august aasembly in behalf of the down­
trodden and working class of this country. I call upon the cham­
pions of the laboring class to come forward now. Here is the only 
practical and opportune moment I have seen since I have been a 
member of this body for that spirit to be manifested in a true and 
practical exemplification of it. Questions have come up here which 
have l>een distorted or which have been sought to be distorted into 
an oppression of the laboring classes. When we had the appropria­
tion before us for the international exposition at Paris we heard upon 
all sides of this Hall on the part of those who opposed the proposi­
tion that it was against the laboring class. Against the laboring 
class to exhibit your indust.ries in a foreign land! Against the labor­
ing class to exhibit and bring to the notice of ihepowersoftheearth 
tbe industries of our country I What could more nearly and more 
truly promote the real interests of the working class than that our 
country should be properly and creditably represented at that expo­
sition T If you want to increase your manufactures, your agriculture, 
your science, and your arts, by what more effectual mode could yon 
do itT I know of none. Hence I say it wa-s a pieee of demagoguery 
to have distorted that into a question as between labor and capital or 
between the poor man and the rich man. 

There is another point I desire to make here. In looking over the 
Congressional Directory I :find among the honorable members of this 
body some two hundred and twenty-five lawyers who are practicing 
in the various courts of the country, and I ask what amount of license 
do any of yon pay for your sheepskins f This matter should J:>e taken 
into serious consideration-; and I ask in behalf of the laboring-man who 
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow that this amendment shall 
be adopted. Even if this should entail upon the Government a cost 
aa has been said not only of 80,000 but a cost of $500,000 I am willing 
to vote for this amendment and I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw the amendment. 
Mr. CONGER. This law, the amendment of which we are now 

considering, passed in its original form a good many years ago, and 
a.~ amended from time to time as the necessities of the service re­
quired was named a law for the security of life on steam-vessels. Its 
Bole object and the object of its amendment and of these restrictions 
was to provide some way to stop the alarming loss of life as well as 
property upon the ocean, upon our lakes, and upon our rivers, which 
was supposed to arise from the use of improper steamboats, worth­
less, worn-out boats, and which was supposed to arise from the em­
ployment of incapable, inefficient, intemperate, unfit men in com­
mand of the vessels and having charge of their running as masters, 
mates, pilots, engineers, &c. 

The question originally was and has been all the while, whether 
police regulations, which have stopped the destruction of thousands 
of lives a year, as in some years it amounted to, from collision, from 

• burning, from the destruction of vessels and life, whether the ex­
pense of enforcing the laws to prevent that destruction should be 
paid out of the Treasury of the Government or whether it should be 
diatributed upon the boats for their inspection and upon the officers 
who receive certificates from the proper boards of their fitness to 
perform the duty of these places or not. It has been the policy of 
this Government to impose SU<'·h au amount of the expenditure for 
the inspection of these boats upon the vessels as would meet that 
branch of the expense for examination and to impose upon these dif­
ferent men who present themselves as fit persons to act as captains, as 
pilots, a-s engineers, as mates, in carrying millions and millions of 
people upon these vessels _upon our waters the expense of the certifi­
cate of the proper boards that they are fit men to have charge of the 
different offices; that they are competent, instructed, faithful, and 
that they are temperate men; to let them pay the expense of their 
own examination and of receiving their own ce1-tificates of fitness, 
which would at once give t.hem the position, and the only thing which 
could give them these profitable and lucrative positions as captains, 
engineers, mates, and pilots. 

Mr. BRAGG. I wish to ask the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CONGER] a question. 

Mr. CONGER. Let me first finish this branch of the subject. I 
'know from having had charge of this bill in former Congresses that 
~he expense of examination and the issuing of certificates to the dif­
ferent officers is greater than it should be. }'ormercommitteesthought 
so; the board of inspectors and the inspector general thought so too; 
but it wa-s thought with the additional duties imposed upon the boards 
of inspectors, with the design of making it a part of the police reg­
ulation of tbe United States for the protection of life and property, 
self-sustaining, that the other provision might come in, and that until 
Congress should have reports from the country and be enabled to de­
termine w bether the amount of expense for inspections were too great 
and whether the amount for licenses for these boats and officers could 
be reduced ao as to keep them within necessary proper limits of ex­
penditure. Now the report does show that the charges for inspec­
tion of vessels or the charges for examination of these different officers 
are greater than tbe expenditure of tho whole service requires, and 
therefore it seems to me that the time has come when then~ may be 
~ proper reduction, so far as we can judge of the different branches 

of expenditure, upon that branch which does not need or require so 
great an expenditure. Therefore I see, and am very happy to see, 
that the Committee on Commerce have provided for a reduction of 
one-fifth upon each class of from $10 to $8 on the higher grade and 
from $5 to $4 on the lower grade of these officers. I think, Mr. 
Speaker, that that reduction is not perhaps as great as it would be 
safe to make, and while I think so, I think a reduction of $1 for all 
subsequent certificates after the first certificate is placing the amount 
too low. I think the service should pay its own expenses. I think 
the officers who have the benefit of certificates, without which they 
cannot exercise the duties and privileges or the profits of their office, 
would be willing to pay a reasonable amount. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. CONGER. I desire to make a few further remarks. 
The SPEAKER. How much longer time does the gentleman re-

quiref 
Mr. CONG~R. Perhaps the same time I have occupied. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman, then, wants five minutes longer f 
Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman fro.m Michigan LMr. 

Co:NGER] a question, if he i~ permitted to proceed. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection that an additional five minutes 

be allowed the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CONGER f] The Chair 
hears none. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Michigan if he 
thinks that, under the power of Congress to regulate commerce, they 
should pass a law like the present, applicable to tugs used in hauling 
logs for the pineries on the western riverR for the benefit of saw-mills 
and not running into any regular navigable waters; does he think that 
all these tugs which guide rafts from one point to another should be 
subject to the tax levied upon them for the benefit of somebody who 
does not know as much about tug-boats as they do f 

Mr. CONGER. I wish the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] 
bad occupied his own five minutes for the discussion of this question. 
The inquiry does not relate to the branch of tl:te subject now under 
discussion, and I am free to say that the definition of the waters over 
which the jurisdiction of the General Government even for such police 
regulations as this is a very difficult one to decide, as the gentleman 
would find if he undertook to define it as the law does, but this law 
defines a.ll vessels navigating the waters of the United SLates which 
are connected with the general system of navigable waters. 

Mr.REAGAN. It says "whicharecommonhighwaysof commerce." 
:Mr. CONGER. The definition of the term "waters" has been made 

after the most careful inquiry as to the powers of the Government, 
and I have not heard that it is an incorrect definition. 

Botto return to the subject conceruing which I wish to make a few 
additional remarks. I said that I thought the sum of $1 for the i.&ln­
ance of each certificate after the first was too small. I do not think 
there is any desire on the part of these officers that so great a reduc­
tion should be made, and I have had considerable intercourse with 
them in my district. I think the reduction p ,oposed by the bill of 
one-fifth is a very proper one as to the first certificate, and 1 think we 
might with safety adopt the provision suggested by the gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that each su bseq uen t certificate to the same 
person for the same grade should be at one-half these 1·ates. I tllink 
that would be satisfactory to every one, and would perhaps divide up 
the expenditures of the service more equally between the different 
branches of the service. 

Of course the same board that last year examined one·of these offi­
cers and certified to his fitness and ability, unless some new light shull 
be thrown upon his character and his requirements, would be occu­
pied less time next year in determining the question of his fitness. It 
would only inquire in reference to h1s habits, his temperanc~, &c., 
and not in reference to the knowledge of the officer in reference to 
which they had already given a certificate. 

There is no provision made for . the la.borers upon the vessels, the 
common sailors. The police regulations for the safety of the lives of 
the citizens of the United States must be enforced either by money 
appropriated directly from the Treasury of the United States or by 
imposing this expense first upon the vessels, a-s regards their inspec­
tion, and then upon the officers whose certificates give them the ri!!ht 
to demand higher wages than common laborers can obtain. It should 
be adjusted so as not to be a hardship upon any. 

There is no necessity for applying these police regulations to the 
little tugs that run up and down the rivers for the purpose of towing 
rafts and vesBels, because they do not and cannot carry passengers. 
The great object of this law, with all its provisions for the examina­
tion of hulls and boilers and of the officers who command and man­
age these vessels, is to preserve the lives of citizens, pa-ssengers, 
crews, people who go upon these vessels. It is with just pride that I 
look back upon the record of disasters, of accidents, of the loss of 
life and property upon the waters of the United States during the 
la-st fifteen years. I am convinced that these just, wise, and humane 
provisions of the police regulations established by Congress have 
gradually year by year diminished the loss of life and property, so that 
what was formerly to be numbered by hundreds and, perhaps, by thou­
sands as the instances of casualties for the year in some districts, 
have now ciphers set to denote the sum of the disasters. For the 
country at large almost 8'2 per cent. of the losses of Jife and instances 
of destruction of property arising from tire, collisions, and careless­
ness has been removed by theso laws. 
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Therefore I would advocate the full enforcement of all the pro­

visions of these laws. I hope there may be no relaxation in any re­
spect. I would, however, modify them so that they would bear easily 
and justly upon whatever interests and persona are taxed, upon 
whatever property is subject to taxation. I would remove the re­
striction and expenses of this examination from the smaller class of 
boats and vessels, such as plea.sure yachts, which have nothing to do 
directly with the security of lives and pa-ssengers, or at least I would 
impose a very trifling expense upon all t_hat class of boats and ves­
sels and upon experimental vessels, those upon which experiments 
are made with paddles and the use of wheels, which are by the terms 
of this bill so unjustly and improperly taxed. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. HARRISON. I wish to advocate the amendment offered by 

mv colleague, [Mr. MARSH.] The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
CONGER] says that he would like to see some modification of these 
provisions; that he does not think that this charge should be im­
posed u-pon those who navigate and manage small crafts, such as tugs 
and the-like. The question is, what are we to do about it f These 
provisions do affect that craft to-day ; but the gentleman offers no 
amendment to relieve these people. 

Now I wish to takeaway the tax that falls annually upon laboring­
men. A pilot or an engineer is examined and pronounced efficient. 
Every twelve months he has to come up again and pay his $8. For 
what f As the gentleman says, simply for a certificate of sobriety; 
for, having been once examined in regard to his ability and fitness, 
no more time is required by the inspectors for that purpose. 

It is shown by the report here that !Tom fifty thou~and to eighty 
thousand dollars surplus is derived from this taxation. The gentle­
man from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] says that that amount is required to 
make the law efficient and self-supporting, or some such amount. 
Now, let us try sometimes an experiment for the benefit of the poor 
man. The gentleman says we want to make this law efficient, and 
we have now a surplus. He thinks a reduction of 20 per cent. will 
be sufficient. Let us go a little further and try the experiment of 
releasing these laboring-men from all except the bare expense of 
issuing a new certificate, which will be covered by the sum of 
$1. Let us try the experiment, and see if that will not effect all 
that we wish. Do not try to raise money from these people; they 
are now sufficiently oppressed. It does seem to me that now is the 
time, when labor is oppressed as it is, for us to extend some relief to 
the poor, the laboring people of the country. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I am a laboring man. [Laughter.] 
I belong to a different class of laborers from the engineers and mas­
ters of vessels, but to enter upon the labors of my life as a lawyer I 
must have a license, for which I pay $5; and upon the payment of 
that I am a lawyer forever. 

It is said that this system of levying license fees upon engineers, 
&c., is devised to protect the property and lives of citizens, and that 
tllerefore the men who thua deal with property and life ought to be 
licensed. Sir, in the labors of my calling we have aa direct a care 
of the property and lives of mankind aa any class of men who can 
be found. The very lives of men, every year, every week, every day, 
depend upon the capacity, the sobriety, the intelligence of lawyen~; 
and, sir, V'O have not a dollar to pay after onr first license. 

I have tried to guide my life, public l¥ld private, upon the principle 
that I would demand of no other man what I would not do myself; 
and if as a lawyer I am not required to pay a heavy annual tax for 
the practic~ of my profession I will not impose upon any other man 
engaged in an honorable pursuit an annual tax. 

~ir, there is nonsense in this proposition; gentlemen will pardon 
me for saying so. They are trying to put upon the engineers, and 
mates, and captains of vessels the expense of examining the vessels. 

l\Ir. SAYLER. Oh, no! 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand, the deficiency 

relates to the whole examination. 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will allow me to correct an error 

into which he has fallen. This same bill provides fees for licensing 
vessels. 

Mr. TOWNSE~TD. of New York. And it is upon the whole exam­
ination that the deficiency arises. 

Mr. SAYLER. The bill makes a reduction of 20 per cent. on the 
present law. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I care not how much reduction 
there iM. I, as a lawyer, was taxed $10 a year when the necessities 
of the Government required it, and I paid that tax with hearty good­
will. But it has been taken off. Grant that the bill proposes to re­
duce the tax 20 per cent., I say that it should not be what is now pro­
posed. 

Mr. SAYLER. Tbf\re is no master or engineer in the business who 
is not in favor of this license fee, because it is necessary for the effi­
ciency of tho service. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. · I have not had an opportunity to 
consult with every engineer and master in the steam service, and 
therefore I cannot contradict my friend from Ohio. But I say it is 
an utterly wrong principle to attempt to make up for the deficiency 
in the expense of inspecting vessels by charging it upon these offi­
cers. If charged at all, the expense should fall upon the owners. 
Bnt, sir1 the public can afford to pay it. I as one of the public whose 
safety is looked for can afford to pay my share ; the people at large 

can afford to pay their proportion; but these men cannot afford to 
bear this burJen. 

Mr. HARRISON. w·ill the gentleman allow me to make a brief 
statement 7 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARRISON. It is saiu that these parties do not object to this 

tax. I wish to say that there are now before the Committee on Com­
merce petitions very numerously signed a.sking for this very rednc-
~~ \ 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Petitions by whom 7 
Mr. HARRISON. By pilots, engineers, and mates. I presented 

one myself from my own city with a long array of names. These 
men waited upon me and spoke of the injustice of this tax. 

Mr. GOODE. I am prepared to corroborate the statement of the 
gentleman from Illinois, [.Mr. HARRISON.] I have received mys3lf 
several communications on this subject protesting against this tax. 

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to occupy only a moment's t1me in correcting 
a serious error into which the gentleman from New York has fallen 
and by which I do not wish the Honse to be misled. He seems to 
suppose that the inspection service is supported by the fees paid by 
these officers. I call his attention to the fact that the bill contains 
this provision : 

Before issuing any inspection certificate to any steamer, the collector or other 
chief officer of customs for the port or district sha.ll demand and receive from the 
owners thereof, as a. compensation for the inspection and examinations made for 
the year, the following sums in addition to the fees for issuing enrollments and 
licenses now allowed by law according to the tonnage of the vess~l : for each swam­
vessel of one hundred tons or under, $25; and, in addition thtlreto, for each and 
every ton in excess of one hundred tons, five cents. 

There will be an amendment offered (to which I shall make no ob­
jection) reducing the charge on small craft, such as were mentioned 
by the gentleman from M_ichigan, [Mr. CoNGER.] Now, it will be seen 
that of this fund of 261,657 raised from inspection fees and licenses 

140,312 arises from pay for the inspection of vessels. Gentlemen 
argue as if the whole $261,6.~7 were collected from officers of vessels, 
when the truth is that the larger portion of it arises from fees paid 
for inspection of vessels. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Let me explain what I said. It 
is charged, as I understand, that there is a deficiency in the total re­
ceipts. What I said was that, if there was a deficiency, the tax for 
inspection of vessels should be increased, and that we should not con­
tinue an unnecessary and improper tax upon these officers. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will notice that in a moment. The surplus of 
revenue is $.'>3,887. 

Mr. MARSH. From what sources! 
Mr. REAGAN. The revenue is ueri ved from the inspection of hulls 

and from licenses for officers, 140,:312 coming from inspection of hulls 
and 121,657 from licenses of officers. We thought that a reduction 
of 20 per cent. on the licenses of officers might ue made on this bill. 
Possibly even a greater reduction might be made; and I will sanctiou 
an amendment which will make a reduction on the licenses to be paid 
on small vessels. 

Now, it is insisted by the gentleman from New York [Mr. ToWN­
SEND] that we take oft' the tax from the licensed officers and put it • 
upon the hull. Does not the gentleman perceive that if that is done 
he still puts a tax on the particular service f But he thinks the own­
ers should pay the tax themselves. While I desire as much as any 
one to see equal and just laws operating without prejudice to any 
class of the people, I am not willing now or at any time to sanction 
the idea that all taxes shall be paid by property of a particular class 
and that all others who may happen to have votes be exempted. 
Property may not have votes on this floor, but it is an interest every 
gentleman will see which it is necessary we should conserve and 
protect, and we should not assail it in order to confer special benetits 
and immunities on persons who happeu to have the power to cast a 
vote. 

Sir, I am persuaded that with the amendment which will be offered, 
to reduce the license fees on the smaller class of vessels, and which 1 
trust will be adopted, the reduction will be aa low as it will ue safe 
to make it now. I desire again to call attention to the fact that if 
the spirit which underlies the remarks which have been made shall 
be given effect to in the adoption of this amendment, then you charge 
the inspection service to the General Treasury and reverse the poliuy 
on that subject which has existed from the t.ime inspection sel·vice 
was inaugurated. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of the amendment. 
The amendment offered by Mt·. MARsH was again read. 
Mr. SAYLER. I ask the gentleman who proposed that P.tnendment 

whether it includes all the officers upon every subsequent :reissue of 
a certificate. 

Mr. MARSH. It includes all who are mentioneq ill that section. 
Mr. SAYLER. I do not see any special objeottoll to a reduction for 

the reissue. 
Mr. MARSH. This is all the atnendPient seeks to accomplish. 
Mr. SAYLER. It has bee:u stateq to~day that these officers were in 

favor of what is here proposed. On that of course I a-ccept the state­
ment of the gentleme:Q wllo hn.ve tllese printed petitions. I hope the 
chairman of the committee will agree to the amendment of the gen­
tleman from Illinois, 

Mr. B.E4GAN. 'fhey Rore p~titio:ps for the reduction of these licen&e 
fee~, I\Ot fo:r ~4e a'4olisllme:p.t ot tl\ew, 
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Mr. MARSH. Nobody wants to abolish them. 
Mr. REAGAN, Let me make an expll)nation. This amendment­

! say it with all respect-will make the bill nonsensical, because the 
effect of it. has not been carefully studied. The first part of the 
amendment proposes that-

Each master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot licensed as herein provided, 
.shall pay for every certificate granted by any inspector or inspectors the sum of ia. 

Now that is not touched by the amendment. 
Mr. MARSH. Yes, sir; it is touched by the amendment. 
Mr. REAGAN. The bill proceeds-
Ancl every chief mate, en¢neer, and pilot of an inferior grado shall pay for 

every certificate so granted tne sum of $t. 

Yes, sir; the amendment does affect the first part of the paragraph, 
but it utterly strikes out the license fee for every inf•:rior officer. 

Mr. MARSH. It does not do that. 
Mr. HARRISON. If the gentleman will simply change the punc­

tuation he will find it all right. Let a comma be put after ''dollars" 
ip the seventeenth line and it will be all right. 

Mr. FORT. I desire to ask the gentleman who has charge of the 
bill to inform the House what is the salary of the inspectors. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will have to look at the bill to see what the chief 
inspector gets. 

Mr. FORT. Their salaries are too high. 
Mr. REAGAN. We do not at all in this bill touch the question of 

those salaries, and I do not think they are very high. 
Mr. COX, of Ohio. I desire to call the attention of the House to 

the fact that it has been and is the policy of the legislation of this 
country to reduce as rapidly as possible taxation upon special em­
ployments. This is one of a very few exceptions remaining, and I 
insist upon it that it will not do for gentlem«;~n to argue that it is 
necessary to pay the expenses of any snch system as our inspection 
system, out of such special taxes upon special employment8. I will 
not argue knowingly in a manner which can be construed to mean to 
favor or to court any one class of citizens. But these employments 
are humble ones, comparatively, and it is right to regard this, because 
the tax ought to be proportioned to the profit of the business, if im­
posed at all. There are masters and pilots upon small steamers and 
tn0'-boats rnnuing in and out of the harbors of our lakes who do not get 
as large salaries as any of our assistants here; probably not as much 
a,a the pages on this floor; .consequently a. yearly tax eYen of $5 or $8 
is to them a considerable charge. 

We need, therefore, to be sure that we are quite right when we 
say we will keep so heavy a tax upon such classes. Let us remember 
that we have now taken the license tax off the professions, and all 
ordinary employme.nt, restricting it, as I think we now do, as nearly 
as it is possible, to those kinds of employments, where the Govern­
ment or local authority provides a place for the work, such as huck­
sters, &c. We ought, in consistency, to remember that we cannot 
defend the tax on the ground that it is necessary to defray the cost 
of the inspection. The inspection of steamboats and boilers is no 
more a part of the governmental care for the protection of life and 

• property than is the buildj_ng of light-houses, the life-boat service, 
and the construction of ports of refuge, upon which we spend mill­
ions without dreaming of imposing an extra tax upon mariners or 
engineers on that account. Therefore, I think with the gentleman 
from Missouri, that the fee for the renewal of licenses ought now to 
be reduced to the minimum, and that ~ should go on hereafter 
in the same spirit until we reach the point where all expenditures 

·for the general welfare shall be supported by taxes le>ied on gen~ral 
interests, and not upon special employments like this. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I had no idea of taking part in the 
discussion upon this subject, but after what baa been said by the 
gentleman from Texas [.Mr. REAGA.L"if] that the men who are intended 
to be benefited by this reduction are not asking it, I think it due to 

·them that I should say that a large number of them who reside in my 
district do oppose this tax; and we have now before the Committee 
on the Revision of the Laws a petition, referred to them, signed by 
several hundred of these gentlemen, who ask that the tax be remo>ed 
entirely, not reduced. They claim, and in my judgment claim rigbtly, 
that this is an unjust act, a relic of the war taxes; that it is odious 
legislation; that it is oppressive and unjust, and I think it is due to 
them, having no representatjve and no powerful friend upon this 
floor, to make this statement. I believe the gentlemen who have con­
sidered this question will conclude with me that this is a tax which 
ought not to be imposed on this class of men. It is suggested that 
the withdrawal of this tax will permit men to enter the service who 
are not qualified. I desire to say that the qualification of engineers 
and pilots are in no way dependent upon the amount to be paid for 
an examination by a board. But what I rose for the purpose of say­
ing after the remarks of t.be gentleman from Texas was to protest in 
general against the continuation of these taxes. 

:Mr. REAGAN. Does the gentleman say that th€re is a petition 
11pon this subject now before the Committee on the Revision of the 
Lawsf 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. There is a memorial signed by several 
huntlren askin~ for the removal of this tax. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think if this amendment is examined care­
fully it will be seen that it does not strike out the tax on the original 
cert.ificate or tho value of the originaJ. certificate at all. It leave» 

that standing at $8, and on all subsequent annual certificates it reduces 
the tax to $1, and that is jnst and proper. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will see that it strikes out also the 
words included between lines 17 and 19, ending with "dollars," as 
follows: 

And every chief mate, engineer, and pilot, of an inferior grade shall pay, fol' 
every certificate so granted, the sum of $4 • 

:Mr. CRITTENDEN. No, it does not strike out those words; that 
is to the secoud part of the amendment. The complaint is not against 
the charge of $4 for the first certificate, but it is against the same 
charge for all subsequent annual certificates; but if the committee 
choose to reduce it down to $1, I think that wonl<l be better. I agree 
with the gentleman from Kentucky, [1\Ir. WILLIS,] that it would be 
better to abolish the tax for the issue of certificates entirely. I can 
see no legality or justice in making a pilot or engineer pay $8 for his 
certificate where a lawyer or any other officer can get his for the mere 
nominal price of fifty cents, the price of the seal attached to it. 

Now, I will admit that there is some force in the statement of the 
gentleman from illinois [Mr. HARRISO:N] that first-class pilots and en­
gineers have some pride; they desire an annual examination; they 
desire that they should be elevated above the shysters of their pro­
fession, if I may use that phrase in connection with it, but at the 
same time they do not desire to be compelled to pay what is really 
an onerous tax, throughout their whole lives, on these annual exam­
inations. I suppose the ordinary pilot lives about twenty-five or 
thirty years, engaged in his business, and you require him to pay $8 
per year for an a.nnnalcertificateof examination, which would amount 
to $240 or $250, merely for the certificate upon which he can enter his 
profession. Such a tax as that is not required of any other profes­
sion. There is a principle about this thing. I am opposed to t.he 
whole of it. Mr. Speaker, in the constitution adopted in Missonri in 
1865 lawyers were required to pay a tax of $10 or $25, I do not re­
member which, for practicing their profession. We complained of 
that tax. \Ve said it was onerous. A case was made up and sent to 
the supreme court of Missouri, and that tax was pronounced a con­
stitutional tax there, but it was taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States and that court decided it unconstitutional, illegal, and 
void. Therefore, sir, as the same principle is running throughout 
this whole system of legislation, I cannot see why these men should 
be required t.o pay a dollar a year when we are not required to do so. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. CO.NGER. I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk's 

desk as a substitute for the proposed amendment. 
The Clerk read the amendn,lent, as follows: 
Add to nineteenth line : -
And for every reissue of any certificate to the same person of tbe same grade 

one-half of the original fee. 
Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to say that there 

are three petitions upon this subject asking for a reduction to $1. 
Mr. DUNNELL. Why has not the gentleman submitted those pe­

titions before f 
Mr. HARRISON. They have been submitted and have been in the 

room of the Committee on Commerce. I sent for them and hacl them 
brought here, and if the gentleman iii a member of that committee 
he should have seen them. 

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I will state that there is a similar pe­
tition before the Committee on the Revision of the Laws. I do not 
know how it got there, but it was sent there by order of the House. 

Mr. CONGER. 'Vill the gentleman fl·om illinois [Mr. HARRISON] 
now band me one of those petitions t 

Mr. HARRISON. Here is one, [banding it to Mr. CoNGER.] 
Mr. CONGER. I see by this petition that the petitioners very 

wisely and properly say : 
We respectfully show that iliese provisions adopted as to pilots and engineers 

during the war, I act of 18G4, chapter I 13,) aud purely for tho purpose of increasing 
the revenue of the Government iu it.-J financial resources at the time when they 
were so severely drained, ought long since to ha•e been tloue away with. They 
are extremely burllensome and mako an unjust discrimination against os, and we 
now ask of your l10norable bodieM their repeal. so far as they impose these yearly 
fees upon u.s; or if in yom· dit~cretion the entire repeal of this tax be not atlvisa.­
ble, we respectfully request the re-enactment of the act of 18.32, cb.apter lOll, section 
31, the prior law· regulating license fees, which was in force except a.s to pilots and 
engineers from 1852 to 1871. 

Mr. HARRISON. They wanted t.he best they could get. 
!Ir. CONGER. Will the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HARruso~] 

once in my life allow me to make a few remarks without his making 
them for me' [Laughter.] · 

:Ur. HARRISON. 1 am very much afraid of the gentleman. 
Mr. CONGER. The gentleman always wants to say every word in 

mv place. 
Air. HARRISON. I should not like to be responsible for one-tenth 

of what the gentleman bas said upon this floor. 
Mr. CONGER. The gentleman would be raised higher in the esti­

mation of the country if he could get that right. He would need uo 
band tben to proclaim his merits. [Lan~hter.] Now, these petition­
ers and allt.he gentlemen connected with this interest with whom I 
have conversed think that the tax is too bigb, and they ask its 
reduction. The committee thought so, aud made a reduction of 20 
per cent. for the reissue of a certificn.te to the same persons of the 
same grade. It may be still more reduced, and therefore I have 
ofl(m~d this amendment prQviding that fQJ' every return of certificate 
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to the same person of the same grade half the original sum shall be 
charged. I do think, from my intercourse witl;t these officers, that 
that will be perfectly satisfactory to them, and more thai?- that I 
think it will furnish a sufficient sum to carry on the lmsmess of 
inspection. 

:Mr. HARRISON. I hold in my hand one petition asking for a 
reduction of the sum for the annual reissue of the license to $1. · 

.Mr. CONGER. The gentleman banded me three petitions and I 
took the longest and largest petition. 

Mr. SAYLER. I offer the following substitute to the amendment, 
which I think will ue satisfactory: 

LinE) 15, after the word " every" insert ''original ; " also in line 18 after same 
word and after line 19 add, "and all licensed officers shall pay for each renewal 
thereof the sum of $1." 

Mr. SAYLER. Now it is unnecessary to say that there is no addi­
tional expense about the license of these officers, and I do not know 
anyone who has a right to pay it more than themselves. Th~y occupy 
special positions, and let them pay on the original certificates the 
amount fixed by the bill, which is a reduction of 20 or Z> per cent., 
and then let the renewal simply amount to $1. I believe that will 
suit everybody. 

Mr. GOODE. I ask for the reading of the petitions which have 
been referred to by the gentlemen. 

The Clerk read the petitions, as follows: 
To the honorable the Senate and 

House of Representatives in (J{)ngress ~Usembled: 
We, the undersigned masters, mates, pilots, and engineers of the United States 

holding certificates of competency as such do hereby pray that the charge of $10 
aml $5 for the granting of such license by tbe Federal Government be 80 amended 
as to impose a tax for first issue of lO, and for subsequent yearly renewals $1 for 
all grades of license. 
To the honorable the Senate arul 

House of Representatives in Congress ~Msembled : 
We, the undersigned masters, mates, pilots, and e:ogineers of the United States 

holding certificates of competeucy as such, do hereby pray that the charge of Slt 
and $5 for the granting of such license by the Federal Government be so amended 
as to impose a tax: for first iBSue of $10, and for subsequent yeal"ly renewals $1 for 
all grades of license. 

Mr. GOODE. I desire to say only that I understand the amend­
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] to be in con­
formity with the prayers of these petitioners. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is so. 
Mr. GOODE. I hope the amendment wjll be adopted. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I would like to inquira of the chairman of the Com­

mittee on Commerce [Mr. REAGAN] why a discrimination is made be­
tween the charge for the first certificate and the charge for those su})­
seqnently granted. 

Mr. REAGAN. There is no discrimination made by the bill; it is 
the amendment that proposes to make a. discrimination. I will read 
the paragraph now under consideration : 

Each master, chief engineer, and first-class "{>ilot, licensed as herein provided, 
shall pay, for every certificate ~ranted by any mspootor or inspectors, the sum of 
$8; and every chief mate, eng~neer, and pilot of an inferior grade shall pay, for 
every certificate 80 granted, the sum of $4. · 

That is all there is in the bill. Now one word in relation to the 
memorials which have been read. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
GOODE] seems to think that the object of the petitioners will be an­
swered by the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER.] 
If gentlemen will examine, they will find this difference between what 
the petitioners ask for aml what is proposed uy the amendment. The 
petitioners ask that in all cases, in reference to both classes of offi­
cers, the spm of $10 shall be required for a license. The bill reducee 
the amount now required in the one case to 8 and in the other to $4, 
or a reduction of 20 per cent. Therefore, if the proposed amendment 
be adopted it will not be in conformity with the prayer of the peti­
tioners, who ask that a fee of $10 be imposed upon all classea, but it 
will impose a license fee of ~ on one class and of $4 on the other for 
the first certificate, and a fee of $1 on each for the renewal of the 
certificates. 

These persons alilk for a special privilege and advantage by virtue 
of the licenses they have obtained. No other pilot, engineer, master, 
or mate, however well qualified, can get into that service and be em­
ployed am.l. outain its emoluments without these certificates. These 
men ask the important consideration of having a monopoly of that 
class of labor given to them for the payment of these feea. 

:Mr. WRIGHT. J do not think there should be so gre~t a discrim­
ination as tbat of $8 and $1. I think that $5 would be a sum quite 
sufficient for the first certificate issued, and t.hat the sum of $1 would 
ue a~:~ much as should be required for the renewal of the certificate 
at the end of the year, or whenever there is a change . of officers. 
That comes up to the idea set forth in the aruendment offered by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SAYLER.] 

I happen to be myself interested in a small steamboat that runs on 
the Susquehanna River. It runs only twenty miles and uack three 
times a day. Yet the men in my employ, the master, the engineers, 
and the fireman have to pay just as much aa though it was a steamer 
running upon the Atlantic Ocean. · 

There is a question in regard to what is embraced in the term 
"navigable waters" "'h.ioh this bill ought to explain. The Susque­
hanna River is called a. navigable stream ; it is so made by an act of 
the Legislature. lu point of fact, however, it is not to be regarded 

as a navigable stream- in the ordinary sense and construction which 
mariners put upon such a term. 

The stream is not navigable for even two hnn<lred miles from itR 
mouth. Yet because the Legislature of Pennsylvania has designated 
it as a navigable stream we have to pay the same amount for licenseR 
as is paid for licenses upon those streams which are absolutely and in 
point of fact navigable streams according to the true meaning of thA 
term. Now, as I have already said, to assess this large amount upon 
the officers and men upon a. small steamer that runs but twenty miles 
and back is too much. It seems to me that in all conscience $1 is 
enough. 

Even in regard to the first certificate, I think$;) would be a much 
better figure than $8. And when you come to look a.t it in anothe .. 
point of view, a man takes out his certificate and may not ue itt 
employment six months before he is discharged. The man who suc­
ceeds him must have his certificate, and yon impose a charge upon 
him for that certificate of 8becauseitis the first certificate he receives. 
Now, if you will reduce this charge to $5 for the first certificate, and 
then adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAY­
LER] imposing a charge of 1 for each subsequent certificate, yon 
will be doing substantial service. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand the substitute 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] it amounts to 
precisely what is proposed by the original amendment offered by my 
friend from Illinois, [Mr. !liARSH.] The amendment of the gentle­
man from illinois is clear, intelligible, and drives directly at the mark. 
The substitute proposed by the gentleman from Ohio LMr. SAYLER] 
is an effort to accomplish the same thing in another way. · 

Now I hope the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] will not press 
his substitute, and if he will allow me, I will give him an eminent 
example of the course which I think he ought to pursue. When 
Colonel Miles bad driven Chief Joseph, of the Nez Perces, into his 
hole, and had him fa.irly cornered, General lloward, the commander­
in-chief, arrived there and might have taken the command. Bot he 
said, " Colonel ..Miles, the position is yours; I shall leave you in com­
mand until you have disposed of this uusiness." Now, my friend 
from illinois [Mr. MARSH] has fought the battle with Chief Joseph, 
[laughter,] and I have no sort of doubt he has convinced the House 
of the correctness of his amendment. I hope, therefore, my friend 
from Ohio will allow "Colonel .Miles" to conquer the enemy. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend so as to insert $5 instead of $8 as 
the fee for the first license and 1 for each renewal. 

The SPEAKER. That is an amendment to the original text. 
There are already two amendments pending, and after they are dis­
posed of the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania will be 
in order. 

The question being taken on Mr. CONGER's amendment to the amend­
ment, it was not agr·eed to. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment of 1.\Ir. MARSH. 
Mr. SAYLER. Upon a careful examination I uelieve that this 

amendment covers precisely the ground of my proposed substitute, 
and in accordance with the suggestion of the gentleman from 1\ew 
York [Mr. TOWNSEND] I will, with the leave of the House, withdraw 
the substitute. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right to withdraw it. 
Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman from Illinois [.Mr. MARsH] to 

modify his amendment so as to reatl "for every subsequent certificate 
to the same person for the same grade." 

Mr. MARSH. I think that is &u:ffi.ciently defined in the amendment 
as it stands. 

:Mr. CHALMERS. I would like to ask whether under this amend­
ment a person now holding a certificate would have to pay any tax 
at all f 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. One dollar. 
The queation being taken on the amendment of ~Ir. MARsH, it was 

agreed to ; there being ayes 12.'37 noes not counted. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend the text so as to strike out $8 and 

insert $5 as the fee for the first certificate, leaving $1 as the fee for 
every renewal. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle­
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. 'WruGnT] by inserting" five" inotead of 
"one," so as to provide that $1 shall be the fee for the ce1·ti:ticate in 
every case. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I will accept that as a modification of my motion, 
so as to make the tax uniformly $1. 

Mr. CONGER. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
"$1 " and inserting " without charge." My yearnings for this class 
of men are gaining upon me. [Laughter.] I do not know how far 
the race may run ; but I think nobody can go lower than that. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I think it bot just that this tax should be 
not more than $1 in any case. All pm--sonal taxes imposed by the 
General Government have been taken off except this; these officers 
are the only class subject to a personal tax; and it seems to me that 
the time has come when this ta:x should be made as light as possible 
upon these men who earn by their own industry and exertions the 
position which entitles them to receive the certificate. No other class 
of men have such a. tax imposed upon them. Lawyers pay but one 
tax for their original certificate; they are not subject to such an 
imposition year after year. It seems to me, therefore, that this tax 
ought to be made as low as possible. 
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Mr. CONGER. Gentlemen of the Honse should consider that the 
men who study long to acquire the information and skill necessary 
to entitle them to these certificates have, when the cerlificate is 
granted, never received any compensation for the study and expense 
they have incurred. Hence there is great propriety, if they are quali­
fied, in giving them the certificate without charge. After they have 
received a year's salary they can afford to pay $1. Why cannot 
gentlemen of the House see that they should not impose a charge 
upon these poor studious laboring-men before they have received 
$1 of remuneration f Where are the friends of the laboring-men 
who will not let them at least get started in life before they tax 
them f [Laughter.] Why is it that my friend from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. WruGHT,] whose mountain region and mining district swarm 
with steamboats, does not rise here and advocate this proposition 
with his usual zeal and energy f [Laughter.] 

Mr. WRIGHT. I did not lmderstand the gentleman's language. I 
would like him to repeat it. 

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman whose mining region and 
mountain district are swarming with steamboats why he does not 
come forward to save men who have spent years in studying their 
profession and who have never received one cent of compensation 
from paying anything at all till they earn something in their pro­
fession f 

Mr. WRIGHT. If the gentleman will go to my district and remain 
there, we will get along faster with the public business. [Laughter.] 

Mr. CONGER. I agree with the gentleman that if we both go 
there-if he would invite me to go with him-business would pro­
gress. [Laughter.] 

The amendment of Mr. CoNGER was not agreed to. 
The question being then taken on the amendment of Mr. WruGHT, 

as modified by the amendment of Mr. LOCKWOOD, there were-ayes 
63, noes 83. 

Mr. LOCKWOOD and Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. BAGLEY. I move to amend by striking out, in line 11, the 

words" one hm:dred" and insertin~" twenty," and by inserting after 
the word ''under," in the same line, the words "$15, and for each 
vessel over twenty and under one hundred tons; " so as to make the 
clauae read: 

For each steam-vessel of twenty tons or under, 115; and for each vessel over 
twenty and nuder one hundred tons, ~:lS; and, in addition thereto, for each and 
every ton in excess of one hundred tons, five cents. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection to that amendment. 
The amendment waa agreed to. 
The Clerk read the following section: 

'i. 

SEc. 21. That section 4463 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be 
so amended as tQ read as follows: 

"SEc. 4463. No steam"r carryina passengers shall depart from any port unless 
she shall have in her service a. fulf complement of licensed officers and crew suffi­
cient at all times to manage the >easel, including the proper number of watchmen. 
:But if any snch vessel, on her voyage, is deprived of tho services of any liconsed 
officer without the consent, fault~ or collusion of the master, owner, or any person 
interested in the >essel, the deficiency may be temporarily supplied until others 
licensed can be obtained." 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I offer. the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows : 
After the word "wakhman," in line 8, insert as follows: 
:But no vessel sailing under the American flag shall engage or employ in any 

capacity whatever any Chinaman or Mongolian. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I hope that amendment will prevail. 
Mr. SAYLER. I certainly hope it will not. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. I have no doubt the gentleman from Ohio hopes 

it will not. 
Mr. SAYLER. I do. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. I believe the gentleman is a capita.list. My 

amendment is that no American vessel shall employ a Mongolian or 
· Chinaman in any capacity whatever. Now, sir, there has been a 

practice prevailing on our coast for those owning vessels to employ 
Chinese as sailors, because they can employ them at much lower fig­
ures than they can employ white men. Our people protest against 
it., and we have trouble in California now by reason of the employ­
ment of Chinese as sailors on American vessels. I am assured by sea 
captains, by those having control of vessels, that those Chinese are of 
no service whatever in case of trouble at sea; that in a storm they 
are fo1md to be utterly useless. Yet the owners of vessels persist in 
employing them because they can engage them at one-fourth of what 
they would have to pay to au American sailor. 
· Mr. HUBBELL. I offer the following as an addition to the amend­
ment: 

Add to the amendment the following: 
Nor any person not a resident of the State of California.. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. I would be very glad to have that added, as it 

precludes the employment of the _gentleman who offers it, who is not 
a resident of California. 

The question being taken on Mr. HUBBELL'S amendment, it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. BEEBE. I move to amend the amendment of the gentleman 
from California by adding these words: "not a citizen of the United 
States." 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I accept the amendment. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Is that amendment open to debate t 
The SPEAKER. It is; for five minutes on each side, and longer, 

unless objection is made. 
Mr. DUNNELL. The amendment offered by the gentleman from 

New York [Mr. BEEBE] seems to me a very singular one. We must 
have in the service of the United States a great many men who are 
not citizens of the United States. We have many employed on our 
merchants' vessels who have, perhaps, declared their intention to 
become citizens, and does the gentleman propose to drive from the 
employment in the whole service of the merchants' transportation 
of the country all those who are not fully naturalized f 

1\lr. REAGAN. If this amendment to the amendment prevails, then 
persons who have made their preliminary declaration of citizenship 
and who in many of the States can hold land would not be permitted 
to serve in the capacity of an ordinary seaman on board of an Amer­
ican vessel. It seems to me that the gentleman can hardly have con­
templated the full effect of his amendment. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I propose to add the words ''unless he has de­
clared his intention to become a citizen of the United States." My 
object is to prevent the employment of Chinese or Mongolians on ow; 
Pacific coast steamers or sail-vessels with a view to give employment 
to American sailors, either native-born or naturalized. My object is 
to give employment to those men who contribute to the support of 
onr Government, those men who help to build up our institutions, 
who are prepared and are ever ready and willing to volunteer in the 
service of our country. I do not think it is right to employ the.se 
Chinese or Mongolians upon our steamers carrying the American flag, 
especially t.hose carrying the mails. 

Mr. HANNA. May I ask the gentleman a question f 
Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HANNA. Is there a government on earth that undertakes to 

make such a discrimination f Is there a single government on earth 
that does so f 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Well, sir, I will say for one that I do not be­
lieve there is a man in the Pacific Coast States, be he repuulican 
or democrat, unless be is a capitalist, but believes in making this dis­
crimination. It is in the interest of labor, of good morals, and of 
good government. 

Mr. HANNA. The gentleman does not answer my question. 
Mr. ATKINS. Is it a fact that any of the Chinese are naturalized f 
Mr. LUTTRELL. It is. There have been several naturalized; I 

know of three in Sacramento within the last two years. 
Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a. ques­

tion for information t 
Mr~ LUTTRELL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARRISON. Suppose an American vessel finds itself on the 

coast of China or some other far off country having its crew seriously 
reduced by sickness or death, would the gentleman require that ves­
sel to lie there until it could send to the United States for American 
seamen or sailors f 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir; we have found that the Chinese are of 
no use as sailors. We have had vessels wrecked on our coast and 
the Chinese have proved to be utterly useless. 

J\.lr. HARRISON. Does the gentleman understand my question f 
Suppose an American vessel is wrechd or disabled on the coast of 
China and has lost a part of its seamen; is it to lie there until it can 
send to America for sailors f 

Mr. LUTTRELL. I am in favor of protecting American seamen. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. SAYLER. I would like to ask the gentleman from California 
[M.r. LUTTRELL] whether precisely the same objection does not apply 
to the employment of any foreigner whatever f 

Mr. LUTTRELL. No, sir. . 
Mr. SAYLER. Then I ask him whether his position is not in direct 

violation of om treaty with that country f 
Air. LUTRRELL. No, sir; I do not know that it is in violation, 

direct or otherwise, of our treaty with China. That treaty nowhere 
provides that we shall employ slaves in any capacity. I believe that 
no American -vessel could employ men on board, even as commou 
sailors, unless the men have declared their intention to become cit­
izens of the United States. I believe that to be the law in time of 
war. I believe in encouraging the employment of Germans, Irish­
men, Frenchmen, or any other J<;nropeans ; but I am opposed to em­
ploying Chinamen in auy capadty. 

[Hero the hammer foll.] 
Mr. HUBBELL. I desire to call the attention of the House seri­

ously to this question. Our trade with Chiua to-day aruounts to 
over $36,000,000 in exports and imports. That trade will increase 
largely I hope within the next ten years. Take the case of a vessel 
sailing to China and cleating from a Chinese port; every one know­
ing anything about the chara-cter of seamen knows that they are a 
floating population; in other words they go in one vessel in one trip 
and then pass to another vessel. This amendment would simply 
prohibit our merchant vessels leaving ports in China after they had 
taken their cargoes on board for the reason that they could not man 
their vessels. This seems to me, if I may use the word without of­
fense to the gentleman from California, [1\lr. LUTTRELL,] to lJe absurd. 
It is to say that an American vessellyiug in a Chinese port and hav­
ing its cargo on board shall not be allowed to take away as seamen 
on board any foreigner in that port. 

I 
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Mr. HARRISON. I believe that the amendment offered by the 

gentleman from New York [Mr. BEEBE] to the amendment of the 
gentleman from California [Mr. LUTTRELL] was that none but Amer­
ican citizens should be employed on board American vessels. Suppose 
an American vessel :finds itself in a foreign port and the American 
citizen sailors who have made a voyage out in that vessel refuse to 
reship, what would become of the shipT In many cases asailin~­
vessel has only four or :five sailors and it would therefore be in the1r 
power to force the owner, the sn percargo, or the captain to give them 
the value of the whole cargo. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Do you beJieve that Americar. sailors would 
ship where Chinese were employed T 

Mr. HARRISON. I am not giving any opinion about that. The 
only question I am discussing is simply this, that when a ship :fiHds 
itself in a foreign port it can be manned only by American citizens. 
Now, you couldnotsendanAmericanship back from Liverpool to New 
York if that provision were in force, for in a port like Liverpool they 
have to take such sailors as they can get there. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Does the gentlema.n mean to say that if an Ameri­
can sailor ships under a contract to go and return from China he will 
not keep his word the same as the gentleman .from Illinois [Mr. HAR­
RISON] or any other man t 

Mr. HARRISON. That is not the question. I am not a sailor. 
Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of articles 5 and 6 of the treaty 

of 1868 with China, which rendetH it utterly impossible for Congress 
to pass any such amendment as this to the bill. 

Mr. BEEBE. Before the gentleman bas those articles read I desire 
to say a word. I do not want to be misnndetHtood in the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. HARRISON,] as they may 
place me in a false Jight. I do not intend to commit myself to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Califormia [Mr. LUTTRELL] by my 
amendment; but it seems to me that if any legislation of this kind was 
bad at all it ought to be bad in the manner my amendment indicated. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of tbegentleman from New York 
[Mr. BEEBE] was accepted by the gentleman from California, [Mr. 
LUTTRELL.] 

Mr. BEEBE. But I did not design it to commit myself to the amend­
ment as amended. 

Mr. GOODE. In this connection I desire to make this suggestion 
to the gentleman from California, that this whole Chinese question 
is before the Committee on Education and Labor, t.here being a propo­
sition there touching the subject. It is a delicate and difficult prob­
lem, and the committee are giving it the most careful consideration, 
and I suggest to him that it is premature to precipitate the question 
at this stage on the House, and I ask him to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of the sections I have indi-
cated of our treaty with China, which will determine this question. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say--
Mr. SAYLER. I insist upon the reading of those sections. 
Mr. LUTTRELL. The gentleman seems to be very anxious to have 

them read; we all know what they are. 
Mr. SAYLER. I do not expect their reading will do the gentleman 

from California any good. 
The Clerk read as follows : 

.AnnCLE V. The United States of America and the Emperor of China. cordially 
recognize the inherent and inalienable right of man to change his home and aile· 
giance, and also the mutual advantage of the free migration and emigra.t.ion of 
their citizens and subjects respectively from the one country to the other for pur. 
poses of curiosity, of trade, or as permanent residents. The high contracting par­
ties therefore jom in reprobating any other than an entirely voluntary emigration 
for these purposes. They consequently agree to pass laws making it a penal 
offense for a. citizen of the United States or Uhinese subjects to take Uhinese sub­
jects either to the United States or to any other foreign country, or for a Chinese 
subject or citizen of the United States to take citiz(ms of the United States to 
China or to any other foreign country Without their free and voluntary consent. 
respecth·el:v. 

ARTICLE VI. Uitizens of the United States visiting or residing in China shall 
enjoy the same privileges, immunities, or exemptions in respect to travel or resi· 
deuce as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored 
nation ; and, reciprocally, Chinese subjects visiting or residing in the United States 
shall enjoy the same pnviloges. immunities, and exemptions in respect to travel 
or residence as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored 
nation. But nothing herein contained shall be held to confer naturalization upon 
citizens of the United States in China, nor upon the subjects of China in the United 
States. 

1\ir. SAYLER. I now ask that the Clerk read the section of the 
Constitution of the United States which I have marked. 

The Clerk read the following : 
This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pur· 

t>uance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority 
of the United States, !!hall be the supreme Jaw of the land; and the judges in every 
Stata shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Oue word in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. SAYLER,] and then I am done. That treaty has been violatf.'ld 
by the employment of coolies, by the establishment of a system of 
cooly slavery on the Pacific coast, of which I hold the evidence in 
my hand. They have naturalized Chinamen in the Uni~ed States, 
in direct violation of this treaty. }'or that reason I have offered this 
amendment. But as my friend from Virginia [Mr. GoODE] says that 
this whole subject is now being considered by the Committee on 
Education and Labor, if it is the desire of the House that it shall be 
fully considered by that committee before it is brought before the 
House, I will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. SAYLER. That is right. I want the steamboat hill to pass, 
and I hope the gentleman will not bring forward his cooly bill now. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gentleman from C<tlifor-
nia. [Mr. LUTTRELL] has been withdrawn. . 

:Mr . .MAG:rnNIS. I move to amend the section now pending by 
adding to it that which I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
PrQVided, That no coo1y Jabor or other form of contract slave-labor shall be em­

ployed on American ships to the detriment of free labor. 
1\ir. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I reside in the district which is so 

peculiarly affected by this Chinese labor, and I would be glad to 
have the subject fully considered by Congress. It ia one of the most 
embarrassing and perplexing with which we have to deal, ono that 
more direct.Jy affects the laboring classes in our country than all 
other questions. I hope, however, the gentlf.'lman from Montana [Mr. 
MAGINNIS] will not at this time insllit upon his amendment to the 
bill, but will take the course adopted by the gentleman from (JaJifor­
nia [Mr. LUTTRELL] and allow the subject to he thoroughly consid­
ered by the Committee on Education &nd Labor, which now has it 
in char~e. . 

If this amendment should be adopted to this bill it woulrl have 
but a very limited effect and will give but very slight relief to the 
laboring classes of the Pacific coast. I am as anxious as any gentle~ 
man can be that some plan shall be adopted which will give relief 
to that section of the co~try now suffering from this uneven compe­
tition. 

Mr. FINLEY. I desire to inquire of the gentleman if his amend­
ment proposes to exclude cooly labor entirely, or only where it is 
detrimental to the laboring classes f 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. This is not my amendment.. I was 
asking the gentleman who offered it [Mr. MAGINNIS] to withdraw it 
and leave the subject with the committee now having it in charge. 

1\ir. MAGINNIS. I will withdraw the amendment. 
No further amendment being offered, 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following : 

S.&c. 28. That section 44e8 of the Revised Statutes of the United States sha.ll be 
so amended as to read as follows: 

"SRc. 4488. Every steamer navigating the ocean, or any Jake, bay, or sound of 
tho United States, shall be provided with such numbers of life-boats, floats, rafts, 
life-preservers, and drags as will best secure the safety of all persons on board 
such vessel in case of disaster; and every sea-going vessel ca1 rying passengers, and 
every such vessel navigating any of the northern o•· northwestern lakes, shall havo 
the life-boats required by law provided with suitable boat.tackle for hoi8tino-, 
lowering, and detaching the boats. And the boartl of supervising inspectors sh~ 
fix lllltl determine, by their rules and regulations, the kind of life-boats, floats, rafta, 
life. preservers, and tlra.gs that shall be used on such vessels, and also the kind and 
capacity of pumps or other appliances for freeing the steamer from water in case 
of heary leakage, the capacity of such pumps or appliances being suited to the 
navigation in which thn steamer is employed:" 

Mr. WARD. I move to amend the section last read by striking out 
the word "and" before the words "drags as will best secure, &c.," 
and to insert the words, " and a. suitable mortar or gun with project­
iles for t.hrowing a shot-line from the vessel to the shore in case of 
stranding, to~ether with a faking-box and shot-line." And to further 
amend by striking out the word" and" before the words" drags shall 
be used on such vessels," and to insert "a mortar or gun, projectile, 
faking-box, and sl!ot-line." · 

I do not think the g~ntleman having charge of this bill, the chair­
man of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. REAGAN,] will have any 
objection to this amendment. I have no doubt the committee would 
have incorporated this provision in the bill if their attention had been 
called to the subject. It is simply applying the principle established 
by the Government in a.id of the life-saving service, to aid in the 
preservation of human life on board of vessels. It is a simple and 
inexpensive contrivance to aid, in case of the stranding of a vessel, 
those on board in reaching the shore by establishing a communica­
tion between the vessel a.nd the shore, by means of which the lives 
of those on board ma.y be preserved. 

In this connection I ask to have read a report from the Superin­
tendent of the life-saving service. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
In closing this account of the efforts made to increase t.he distance which a line 

may be thrown t{) stranded vessels, occasion is taken to call the attentioiLof ship­
owners and masters of vessels to the manner in which they can cheaply, and easily 
CO.().Perate with the life.savin~ service in this respect, and in wany insta,.. ces 
obVJate the difficulties with whtch it has to contend. They have only, in one word, 
to provide themselves with some simple means of getting a line to iiie shore from 
the vessel. 

In most cases stranding occurs on a lee shore in gales of wind. A projpctile with 
a shot-line attachetl to It, fired from the shore toward a vessel, is, in the fu·st pla,ce, 
loaded with the weight of the line, and in the second placo impeded by toe force 
of the wind which both projectile and line encounter; he :~ce the range is greatly 
lessened. A vessel, moreover, presents bnt a small mark, and if the wind be 
quartering or gusty it is always difficult, whatever allowance may be made, to aim 
a shot so as to canso the line to fall over the Yessel, as the wind makes the line bow 
or float wide, and perhaps fall into the sea.. 

On the other hand, a shot fired from a vessel toward the shore under such cir­
cumstances. flies with the wind, and of course will carry a line a much greater dis­
tance. Besides, no accuracy of aim is required, att the persons on board the vessel 
firing the shot have the whole shore for their target. * * " * * 

If any ownl'r or masur of a vessel should nevertheless judge it inexpedient to 
provide himself with the eimple ordnance, line, and faJring.box recommended, 
there are other, if 1· ss effectual, means for establishing connection with the shore 
in case of wreck, which he can have no excuse for not being provitled v. ith. An 
instance occurred last winter, where the crew of a vessel stJ:anded beyond the 
range of the shot-line used at the life-saving-stations were rescnt:d throuitb com­
munication effected by means of a line attached to a box -which was floated ashore 
from the wreck. 
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Mr. \VARD. Now, Mr. Speaker, in addition to that testimony, I 
have also the report of the proceedings of the annual meeting of the 
board of supervising inspectors for 1877; in which the same subject 
is aUude<l to, and the necessity for some such appliance as this is em­
phasized. The life-saving service of the United States Government 
performed, during the year 1877,a most efficient work in the preserva­
tion, not only of property but also in a direction incalculably more 
important-human life. The records show that during the fiscal 
year ending J nne 30, 1877, the amount expended in the life-saving 
service was $170,228.93; that there were one hundred and thirty-four 
disa~:~ters to vessels within the limits of the operations of t.he service, 
embracing as the value of vesiels $1,986,744, and as the value of car­
goes $1,306,G88, making a total of $3,293,332. Of this the property 
saved amounted to $1,713,647. On board of these vessels there were 
fifteen hundred personal of whom fourteen hundred and sixty-one 
were saved. 0£ the thirty-nine lost twenty-eight were on the ship 
Circassian, wrecked in December, 1876, on Squan Beach, New Jersey; 
and the account of this melancholy disaster e·stablishes the fact that 
if the Circassian had been provided with the means of connecting 
with the shore, provided for in this amendment, even those lives 
might have be.en saved. 

·when it is remembered that of these one hundred and thirty-four 
vessels not one had the means of assisting itself in distress or of co­
operating with the life-service men on shore, the importance of the 
provision that this amendment contemplates will be seen. A vessel 
is of course much more efficient to render assistance from Hs own 
deck than to be assisted from the shore. It is much easier for a ves­
sel to reach the shore by a line and thereby establi~h communication 
with the life-service stations all along our coast than it is for men on 
shore to reach the vessel with a line. For this reason I have offered 
the amendment, providing for the use of this inexpensive appliance 
to aid the humane efforts of the Government. 

Mr. REAGAN. The subject presented by the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was not brought to the attention of 
the committee. I have no ant.hority to accept the amemlment, and 
I am not prepared t.o discuss its merit-s. I do not know what wou]d 
be the expense of providing vessels with the mortar, line, projectiles, 
&c., which the amendment contemplates. I have no information 
from vessel-owners or others connected with this service as to how 
their interests would be affected. . 

I can understand that as to very large steamers'the expense might 
be small in proportion to the property and business concerned; as to 
very small vessels I can see how the proposition might possibly oper­
ate onerously in the way of expense. I have no information that is 
not in the possession of the Honse generally on this subject. While 
I am not prepared to offer positive opposition to the amendment I 
must leave it for the action of the House. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do not know but that the idea of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania may be developed and made very useful in the 
way of protecting property and life; but I hope he :will not insist 
upon incorporating his proposition in a general bill of this kind in 
regard to all vessels of the United States navigating our waters. 
The appliance contemplated is expensive and in the main unneces­
sary. One of the purposes of this bill is to relieMe the country from 
the impositions that have from time to time been made in connection 
with patent rights and things of that kind. Now, a small vessel of 
fifteen, twenty, or thirty tons could not very well afford to caiTy the 
apparatus here provided for. As to large ..-easels, if there is any good 
reason for adopting a proposition oi this kind, let it be inserted in a 
separate bill ; let us not burden this general enactment with a pro­
vision of this sort. 

Mr. WARD. Let the amendment apply only to ocean steamships, 
if yon please; they carry the largest number of passengers. 

Mr. SAYLER. I do not antagonize the gent1eman's proposition if 
it be confined to large steamers; restricted in that way I think it is 
well enough; but I hope it will not be introduced at this time in this 
general bill. Let it be put in a separate bill, referred to the Com­
mittee on Commerce, and fairly considered. It is an imposition which 
has never been made heretofore, and certainly the gent.leman will 

- not claim that it ought to apply to small vessels. 
Mr. WARD. In reply to tho suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio 

[Mr. SAYLER] I may say that this appliance with reference to large 
steamships is entirely inexpensive. 

Mr. SAYLER. I think that is so. 
Jt.Ir. WARD. Large steamships carry gnns for the purpose of salutes 

and for other purposes, and in the gun consists all the expense of this 
appliance; outside of that it is simply a rope and a line. If it mom 
nearly meets the views of the committee I have no objection to mak­
ing the amendment to apply to ocean steamships only. That is a 
move in the right direction and covers the class of vessels which caiTy 
the largest number of passengers, where loss of life is greatest . . 

1\Ir. SAYLER. I have no objection to that proposition, but I think 
it ought to go to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. REAGAN. I would be entirely willing to have it carefully con­
sidered by the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SAYLER. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will in­
troduce a bill and let it go to the Committee on Commerce. This is 
hardly a fair way of bringing it up. 

Mr. WARD. I will accept the suggestion to make the amendment 
app1y to ocean-steamers. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gent1eman insist upon his amendment! 
Mr. \V ARD. I do, with the modification I have stated. I propose 

to insert after the word" and" the words" as to ocean steamers." 
1\Ir. SAYLER. Does the gentleman mean, under the term "ocean 

steamships," to include the coastwise steamers: small steamers that 
ply along the coastY I hope the gentleman will let if go to the Com­
mittee on Commerce and have it fairly considered. I think that gen­
tlemen who live on the coast would have great objection to the 
amendment being adopted in its present form without proper consid­
eration. 

:Mr.W ARD: I think the importance of the life-saving service fully 
justifies me in insisting on the amendment. · 

The question being taken on Mr. WARD's amendment, the Speaker 
stated that in the opinion of the Chair the ayes had it. 

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for a division. 
Mr. FINLEY. I wish to inquire what amendment it is we are vot-

ing on. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment as modified. 
The amendment, as modified, was read. 
~Ir. REAGAN. I find I was understood as saying that I approved 

t.he amendment. My purpose was to state that the subject had never 
been brought to the attention of the committee, and that I ha.d bad 
no opportunity of consulting experts or persons particularly inter­
ested in the .subject. While I do not know of arguments against the 
proposition I do not feel at liberty to sanction it. , 

The Honse divided; and there were-ayes 74, noes 15. 
Mr. DUNNELL. A quorum has not voted. 
11-lr. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman will not make that point. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I do not insist on further count. 
So the amendment was adopted. 

ORDER OF BUSL~SS. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGA...~] that three o'clock has been fixed as Lhe honl' to 
consider the resolutions from the Senate touching the death of tl.Je 
late Senator BoGY, of Missouri. The Chair desires prior to that time 
to present several executive communications. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection to the bill standing over now 
if it retains its place. 

The SPEAKER. It takes its place as unfinished business, to come 
up to-morrow immediately after the reading of the Journal. 

MAJOR W. E. MERRILL. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the SecretMy of War, tranemitting a report of Major ,V. 
E. MeiTill, Corps of Engineers, on the best methods of protecting the 
river commerce of Cincinnati from floes of ice in the Ohio River; 
which was referred to ·the Committee on Commerce. 

UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL AT SHANGHAI. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair also lays before the Honse a commu­
nication from John C. Myers, late consul-general at Shanghai, 
China. It will be referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
State Department, and printed. 

Mr. CONGER. Is that communication from one of the Depart­
ments 7 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the paper to be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

WASHINGTON, J~nua'rlj 23, 1878. 
Sm : I have the honor of requesting that the inclosed statement of the condi­

tion of affairs, at the United States consulate-general at Shanghai, China, may 
be p::esented to the House of Representatives. I earnestly and I"espectfully pray 
that an investijration may be had concerning the administration of the con.~ulate­
general at ShanJlbai during t!Je te-rms in office of Hon. George F. Seward, pres­
ent minister to China; 0 . .B. Bradford, vice-consul-general and consular clerk, 
and myself, as consul-general. · 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. MYERS, 

Hon. SllH.TEL J. RAJ•i'DALL, 
ConsuJAle'll.eral, (under suspension.) 

Speaker of the Hou&e of Representatives. 

Mr. CONGER. Such a communication as tha.t, I suppose, should 
be sent to the Department. 

The SPEAKER. This was sent to the Speaker, and it is the duty 
of the Speaker to transfer it to the House. The Honse can then do 
with it what it pleases. 

Mr. CONGER. I understood that only communications from the 
Departments were to be laid before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must understand that it is impos­
sible for the Chair to read all such documents as this. The Chair 
has laid it before the House and it is for the House to dispose of it. 

Mr. CONGER. This seems to be a complaint from an inferior officer, 
accompanied by a very large manuscript. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no wish about it except that the 
House be informed of everything that comes to him in his official 
capacity. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves to amend so as 
to refer the communication to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to. 
D. B. WAR..~ER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimou~ consent, laid before the House 
a communication from the Department of State in relation to the 
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claim of D. B. Warner for losses by fire; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

DR. MARY E. WALKER. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid be~ore the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, m reference to 
the claim of Dr. Mary E. Walker; which was referred to the Com­
mittee of Claims. 

VEl\'EZUELAN 1\IIXED COMMISSION. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is requested by a member of the Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs to make the following request of the House, 
with the understanding that it is a report of the Committee on For­
eign Affairs: 

'fhat the tesbmony taken bv the Committee on Foreign .Affairs in the second 
session of the Forty-fourth Congress, on the subject of the Venozuelan mixed com­
mission, be printed ior the use of the House. 

.A. H . H.AM1LTON, 
Member of the Oomntittee on Foreign .Affairs. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, indefinite leav~ of absence was granted to 
Mr. CAMP. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 

:Mr. RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills: reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled joint resolu­
tions of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the sam~ : 

Joint resolution (S. No.5) authorizing Rear-Admiral William Rey­
nolds, of the United States Navy, to accept certain presents tendered 
him by the King of Siam; and 

Joint resolution (S. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the Board 
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. 

DEATH OF SENATOR BOGY. 

The SPEAKER. The hour of three o'clock having been fixed as 
the time for taking up the resolutions of the Senate in relation to the 
death of the late Senator BoGY, of Misaouri, and that hour having 
anived, the Clerk will read the resolutions of the Senate. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
l!i THE SENATE OF TllE U:~>""ITED STATES, January 16, 1878. 

Resolved, That the Senate bas received with profound sorrow tl1e announcement 
of the der.th of Eon. LEWIS V. BOGY, late a Senator of the United Stat~s from the 
State of Missouri. 

R esolved, That, as a mark of respect to the memory of Eon. LEWIS V. llOGY, the 
business of tbeSt>n11te be now suspended, that his former assoc;iates may pay proper 
tri!;ute to his public and private virtues. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of tht' deceased, the 
members of the Senate will wear the usual badge of momnmg for thirty da~· s. 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these resolutions to the House of Rep­
resentatives. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, standing in the dark shadow of a great 
sorrow it i3 fitting that the.re should be a truce to all divisions; that, 
meeting to-day upon a common sacred ground, we may with fervent 
words of unfeigned sorrow repeat the story of a usefnllife. If there 
be animosities let them give pla.ce to better t.houghts. If there be 
enmities let tliem depart this sacred spot while here we join clean 
hands over the grave of the departed one whose deed.s, whose words 
are now the priceless heritage of his countrymen. Thus doing we 
may pluck from sorrow's crown some precious flower fragrant with 
the perfumes of a charity which shall sweeten the memories of him 
we mourn and breathe upon all hearts the impulse toward a better 
life. 

.A. generation, Mr. Speaker, has passed aw3y since first I had the 
:pleasure of meeting LEWIS VITAL BOGY, then verging t-owarrl man­
hood's prime estate and giving evidence of that leadership to which 
his genius impelled him, the full fruition of which he afterward 
realized. In that long acquaintance I trust I learned in some degree 
to appreciate the excellences which so well adorned his chamcter. 
Let this, then, be my apology, if one were needed, for thus detaining 
you for a few moments that I may express, however imperfectly, 
those words of sorrow for the loss which our common country has sus­
tained; a~ well as endeavor to exhalt those virtues which he so hap­
:pily possessed. 

Nature had endowed our friend with a form of manly dignity and 
a. face of remarkable suavity and impressive benevolence. 

Death found strange beauty on that polished brow and daahed it out. 
I need not refer to his remarkably pleasing manners; they were the 

admiration of all who met him ; added to which his courtly yet mod­
est bearing at once stamped him as the finished American gentleman 
in e>ery sense. These gifts and graces, so muc4 admired, were sup­
plemented by a mind naturally strong and gifted, and which had 
been trained not in the lla1ls of academic lore under the ripening 
touch of learned professors, bnt in his converse with na.ture, his con­
tact with men and thin~s, and in the brief hours of study snatched 
from the intervals of toll and earnest conflict with the events of life. 
Like so many of our countrymen who have reached great heights of 
distinction and honor, he, too, toiled up by thorny paths, steep and 
rugged ways, often almost clespailiog of reaching thlj covtJted goal, 
yet always pressing on, if possible to secure the prize. 

The senatorial seat to wllich he aspired in the day-dreams of youth 
with patriotic longings after an almost life-time struggle at Jength1 

he gained. Henee, having struggled on and .up1 the discipline ac-

quired only the more thoroughly fitted him to sympathize with all in 
every grade throngh which he passed. How well, therefore, be filled 
his place his compeers have not shunned to say, and while to-day 
they miss his manly form, still more do they miss his wise counsels, 
sagacious judgment, and intelligent interpretation of the popular 
will. 

His industry was of the highest type, work was his natura] ele­
ment, and his busy brain was apparently tireless in the tasks to which 
he addressed himself in his public duties. 

His fidelity to his convictions was simply the exhibition of tl1at 
remarkable integrity of character which adorned his life and shed 
upon it a light of unfading luster. This same characteristic gave 
strength to his public life, inspired confidence in all who came nnder 
his influence, and gaYe him a remarkable power over not only his 
own political associates, but also over his opponents. 

I would not, Mr. Speaker, wish to lift the veil of sanctified domestic 
life or peer within the portals of tbatbome now shrowded in sorrow; 
but allow me to say it was the home of joy, of confidence, of affection, 
as beautiful and pnre as earth possessed. 

To the Father of all we would commend this deeply stricken holll~e­
hold. The lovin~ words and tender acts of human sympathy are too 
feeble to reach tne deep and painful grief caused by the removal o:f 
one so loved, so honored, in the home which he cherished with such 
tender affection. 

To sum up the character of our friend would be to say that in him 
we find the wise counsellor and advocate, the high-minded, intelli­
gent merchant, banker, and manufacturer, the statesman at once 
fearless and indt"ipendent, incorruptible and patriotic. 

In the immediate family connection we behold the devoted son, 
the tender brother, the fond father, the loving husband. .A.s a friend, 
steadfast and immovable, careful, considerate, and obliging. 

With all these virtues, however, be, too, must bow to that 
sure fate which is the lot of all. That pale-faced messenger which 
bangs upon our pathway cannot be appeased by accomplishments, 
either of person or mind, however beautiful or illustrious. 

While to be able to say these things with truthfulness in some 
measure mitigates the sorrow for our lo~:s and lends encouragement 
for us to imitate him in their acquirement, at the same time it teaches 
how great the loss his friends, his family, and his country have sus­
tained. 

May the lessons of his life inspire us with higher resolves, more fer­
vent aspirations for usefulness, stronger desires for the attainment of 
excellences of character. May his death admonish us that life is the 
span of man's activities, and that whatsoever the band findeth to do 
we should do it with our might-, that it may be said of us, as we say 
of him, be did what be could. 

Life's a. debtor to the grave. 
Dark lattice, letting in eternal day. 

Time speeds us each with swift and tireless flight toward the land 
of shadows and forgetfulness. Whatever may be said or thought of 
us when life's transient day is o'er, may it be our lot to leave bahind 
the heritage of a good name, the legacy of a life well spent, and to 
reach · 

That shore 
Where storm~ are hushed, where tempests never rage; 

Where angry skies and blackening seaa no more 
With j!Usty stren~ their roaring warfare wage; 

By them its peaceful margents sbaU be trod, 
Their home be heaven, and their friend be God. 

Mr. WAD DELL. :Mr. Speaker, forty-six years ago a youth of nine. 
teen years of age, whose opportunities for advancement had been 
very few, whose means were scant, and whose prospects seemed to 
be in no degree flattering, wrote a leUer to his moth6r, to whom be 
was devoted throu~hout his life, in which he expressed a determin:.t~ 
tion to represent his native St.ate of Missouri in the Senate of the 
United States before be was sixty years old. It was regarded as only 
the utterance of a youthful dreamer whose castle in the air would 
soon vanish before the blighting blast of adversity i but there was 
in the boy what fighters call "the staying quality,' and it soon be­
gan to develop itself. Passing through the Bla-ck Hawk war as a 
private soldier, he studied law, and in 1835 stepped well-shod into 
that highway along wbich cluster most abundantly public honors 
in this country. .A.dvancinrr rapidly aud gathering fortune as he went, 
but encountering freqnentfy defeat and disappointment, he kept his 
gaze fixed upon the goal of his youth, and finally, before the close of 
his sixtieth year, wrote his name in the other end of this Capitol­
LEWIS V. BOGY, Senator from Missouri. 

What a lesson is here! I come not to speak the language which 
I:!O fittingly becomes surviving friendship on an occasion like this, 
for it was not my privilege to enjoy that relation in an especial man­
ner toward him who "has fallen asleep." I am performing an offiee 
of respect and friendship for the living, upon whose suggestion I 
speak; and in the discharge of this duty, while yielding homage to 
the many virtues, private and public, which all unite in ascribing to 
him, this remarkable exhibition of dauntless courage and tireless 
devotion throughout a long life to the attainment of a high ancl bon~ 
orable distinction seems to me to be most worthy of comment. It is a 
record eminently proper to place before the youtll of our land for 
emulation. 'I'ho spirit which animated him who m:We it is the spirit 
which always has and always will conquer the world. He who pos-
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sesses it has within him the prime elementof greatness, which no ob­
stacle can bafile, no danger appa1, and which dea.th only can destroy. 
Nay, sir, death itself destroys it not, for, stripped of its earthly fet­
ters, it soars immortal toward its home. At no period of our hist.ory 
could the cultivation of this spirit be more wisely urged or its illus­
tration by such examples be more appropriately alluded to than at 
this time, when all the depressing and demoralizing influences of 
prostrate industries and paralyzed commerce are at work among us; 
when singleness of purpose, unflagging perseverance toward noble 
ends, and high moral courage are so sorely needed. These were the 
characteristics which marked the life of the dead Senator. Let us 
imitate them. 

Mr. Speaker, since you and I came for the first time to take our 
places in this Chamber there have been a score of seats made vacant 
by the rider of the pale horse. He has reaped a rich harvest in the 
splendid halls of this building. 

To the past go more dead faces 
Every year; 

As the loved leave vacant places 
Every year. 

Standing here and reflecting upon these things, let us heed the 
noble utterance of one of our immortal countrymen: "'Duty' is the 
sublimest word iu our language." These ceremonies may soon be 
performed for you and me; aml, if so, our friends can pay us uo higher 
tribute than to say that here and everywhere we did our duty. 

Yes, the shores of lifE' are shifting 
Every year, 

.And we are seaward drifting 
Every year. 

Old places, changing, fret ns, 
The living more forget us, 
There are fewer to regret ns 

Every year. 

:But the truer life draws nigher 
Every year, 

.And its mornin~ star climbs higher 
Every year; 

Earth's hold on ns ~ows slighter, 
.And the heavy burden lighter, 
And the dawn immortal brighter, 

Every year. 

Mr. HATCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that I should pay my 
humble tribute to the memory of the distinguished Senator from 
Missouri, who, since our last assembling, has been called to his long 
home. 

I represent the district in which he was born. Sixty-four years 
ago, in the old town of Sainte Genevieve, his eyes first opened to the 
light of day; and, sir, I do not in the least exceed the language of 
sober truth when I declare that there was not a resident of that ven­
erable old hamlet who did not feel in the loss of Senator BOGY a per­
sonal bereavement. He bad endeared himself to her people by a 
youth full of promise, a middle age of abundant enterprise and activ­
ity, in which they profited, and, later, by an official prominence which 
they seemed in one sense to share. 

They mourned a man whom they knew, a man of honorable aspi­
rations, of well-tempered ambition, of ingTained honesty, of stead­
fastness to friends, and incapable of doing intentional wrong even to 
an enemy. 

Sainte Genevieve bas given to the country many names that have 
been written high upon the tablet of fame-names that the nation 
delights to honor and will continue through all time to revere. I 
ba.ve only time to recall such as have served in this or the other 
Honse of Congress. 

Commencing with John Scott, who for twelve years was a Dele­
gate and Representative in this House from the Territory and State 
of Missouri; Governor Henry Dodge, who came to Sainte Genevieve, 
then the most prominent settlement of the new Tenitory, a mere boy. 
He served in and was a hero of both the war of 1812 and the Black 
Hawk war, one of the most sanguinary of our Indian conflicts. Gov­
ernor Dodge was a Delegate from the Territory of Wisconsin, after­
ward its governor, and when largely by his efforts the State was 
admitted into the Union he became its first Senator, serving in that 
capacity for nine years. 

General Augustus C. Dodge was also born in Sainte Genevieve. 
He was the first Delegate to Congress from the new Territory . of 
Iowa, its first Senator, and afterward our minister to Spain. 

Dr. Lewis F. Linn, who came to Sainte Genevieve with his half­
brot-her, Governor Dodge, when but an infant, and lived there until 
his death, served for ten years as Senator from Missouri, being elected 
the last time by the unanimous vote of her Legislature. 

Ex-Senator George W. Jones, who emigrated to Sainte Genevieve 
when a lad six years of age, was educated with Senator BOGY, and 
served as the last Delegate in Congress from Michigan Territory, and 
was for twelve years a Senator from Iowa. 

Enjoying both the example and confidence of these distinguished 
men it is not strange that Senator BOGY in his mere youth ·should 
(letermine to attain to an eminence as marked as theirs; a determina­
tion which with characteristic candor be committed to writing and 
intrusted to a mother's kind and affectionate care. 

In this renowned village, a village still, but which at the date of 

Senator BOGY's birth bade fair to be the metropolis of the great 
West, on the 9th day of April, 1813, our deceased friend was born. 

He bas fought the good fight, he has finished the race, and we who 
survive Lim have assembled to do honor to his memory. All that i~ 
mortal of him bas been consigned by loving bands to the old bury­
ing-ground at Saint Louis, where he now rests encircled by all but 
two of his children; but his example lives to inspire us to worthier 
purposes and ~eater efforts. I do not claim for Senator BoGY that 
be outranked m fame and reputation the distinguished names I have 
recalled ; viewed in the light of what be accomplished it can hardly 
be asserted that he did. And yet, sir, I am sure that had his term of 
public service extended over as long a period he would have builded 
a reputation second to that of no other public man of the last quarter 
of a century. His gifts were not of a showy order; on the contrary, 
they were solid, and of the highest value to his constituency and the 
nation at large. 

When be came to the Senate in 1873 be was entirely inexperienced 
in legislative labors. More that thirty years ago he was for a brief 
period a member of his State assembly, and since that time be had 
been employed almost exclusively in practical business life; and yet, 
sir, sm·h was his facility of adaptation, so prominent his sturdy sense, 
his devotion to principle, his candor, and so marked his determination 
and ability to master the duties of his high position, that almost in­
sensibly, and certainly without exciting opposition or inspiring envy, 
he steadily grew iu the estimation and appreciation of his associates 
until he became, before half his term had expired, to be relied on as a 
safe guide and counsellor, and was intrusted by his party associates 
with the gravest Tesponsibilities. 

There was nothing of a.ccident about all this. Those who knew 
him when the rather unexpected news of his election was first made 
known confidently predicted the result that followed. They are not 
less secure in the belief that bad his life been spared he would have 
steadily advanced to the first rank of statesmanship. 

What be did he did with his whole heart, ruight., mind, and strength. 
From the moment be entered Congress he devoted himself exclut>i vely 
to the interests of his constituents, neglecting a large private busi­
ness to the great detriment if not to the ruin of his personal fortune. 
He knew no other way. From the dull routine of the committee-rooms 
or other arduous duties connected with his honorable position his 
associates will testify be never attempted to escape. 

During the period of vacation, when his friends pleaded with him to 
take the rest they felt he so much needed, he still labored untiringly. 
Tb1·ongh the entire presideni;ial campajgo, althou~h most eager to 
participate in the advocacy of principles which be felt must triumph 
if the nation was to live, be nevertheless followed the plain path of 
duty, spending his entire vacation in a laborious examination of the 
silver question, which bad been assigned by the Senate to a mixed 
commission, of which he wa:s ma.(le a member. 

Had he even so much as evaaed this single task and taken an ocean 
voyage as advised by his physicians it is the Oiliniou of his friends 
that he would have been restored to the robust health which was then 
attacked for the first time by the malaria of this latitude. As be 
Jived be died, discharging to the last, and with his best efforts, the 
duties imposed on him. And when the summons came, dreadful to 
aU but him serenely be laid down the burden of life and passed 
through the shadow of the valley. There weTe no unmanly repiuings, 
no complaints of opportu,nities neglected, of wasted t.ime, of lost 
occasions. With a calm confidence in the sure reward that awaited 
him, he folded up the book of life and bound it with the golden 
clasp of faith in a glorious immortality. To us be is no more. To 
these halls· and to our councils he is forevermore a stranger. The 
places that have known him once shall know him no more forever. 
Nothing is left but his memory and example. Long shall we of his 
native State cherish the one and emulate the other. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, there are occaaions in life which 
like the milestones on the highway, make us pause to measure the 
road we have passed, and to estimate that which may be before us. 
Death appeals to our sensibilities and rebukes our prejudices. Can 
anything so inevitaule be considered a calamity. There is no misfor­
tune in death save when it snaps in two what might have been a 
long and honorable life. Death is sometimes attendedby horrible, 
and appalling circumstances, but there is nothing in death or its 
worst surroundings so truly appalling as a useless, purposeless life. 
To-day Congress pauses in its work; the great law-making mill, 
grinding nerve and brain, comes to a halt. It stops to pay a tribute 
to a dead Senator; to speak of him. Who was he! What was he T 
He represented a great State, the neighbor of my own. Under our 
representative form of government he was llie chosen voice for a mill­
ion and a hal:f of people. Who shall say he was an inconseq nential 
thing or an accident Y He was selected for something. That some­
thing, like himself, makes part of our history not unworthy of the 
high place t.hey held. The dead Senator of whom we speak to-day 
was the most digtinctive, clear-cut type of one of the most remark­
able elements that have blended in modern American civilization. 

Two hundred years ago a young }..,renchman left the outposts of 
the French settlements on the Lakes and, entering the Mississippi 
Valley by the Wisconsin River, explored the father of waters. The 
great valley lay like a sealed book to the enterprise and genius of the 
European. Long centuries before ancient civilizations had made that 
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valley resound to their feet. They had passed away and nothing 
remained of them save myth and legend and those vast · mounds 
where they worshipped God under the symbols of fire and the sun. 
The rains and storms of centuries had beat upon them but not washed 
them away, and now great forest trees clung to them as if to conse­
crate them with the hoary beard of father time. Who were the build­
ers f What were they f Over the fairy landscape bands pf wanderinO" 
nomads roved. Their fathers had blotted out an ancient agricultural 
race in blood, long, long ago, and now they flitted about like the 
ghosts of better tllings-Ishmaelites who had no abiding place and 
left no mark upon the earth. 

The great eye of a sleepless God was upon it. With the infinite 
beneficence that said "Let there be light" he decreed that once 
more the grandest valley in all the world ehould be the home of 
myriads of happy men and women. 

Father James Marquette, a young Frenchman of aristocratic family, 
born on the banks of the Oise, educated in the bosom of the Church, 
do voted to the society of Jesus ere he reached man's estate, the inspira­
tions of his mind seem to have graf!ped the genius and self-sacrifice 
of Loyola. It is not necessary to suppose he could have comprehended 
the great results of the forms of society of which he was the begin­
ning. Cole in his imaginative painting, the voyage of life, depicts 
a youth gliding down the river of time, drinking in the ever new 
ami changeful landscape on its banks. It is a dream of a wonderful 
voyage, but not so wonderful as the voyage of Marquette. It was a 
new world, and this was its first day. He glided by the mouth of 
many a river that has now hundreds of towns and cities on its banks. 

· Then a deep sleep had fallen upon it, deeper than that which fell on 
Adam ere Eve was created. 

Four centuries before another adventurer had entered that valley 
from the lower end. De Soto had come with the pomp and circum­
stance of war. His hand was against every man, every man's hand 
against him. He sought another Peru or Mexico to rob. To them 
God seemed but to have made empires to be the victims of banditti. 
Discovery was a better title than possession. Avarice was the main­
spring, merciless cruelty the fruit. They came flushed with great 
expectations, and it took years of toil, privation, and suffering to 
consume and destroy those hopes. Broken in body and spirit, De 
Soto was buried in the might.y river, and the remnant of his wretched 
followers were driven out of it by the men of Quegalto. 

Well might the Indian warriors shout and sing as they drove out 
the wretched Spaniards f That victory secured them from the invaders 
for four generations. One hundred and forty years passed away ere 
the canoe of Marquette floated on the river. He came in a difl'erent 
way. He stood among them without a weapon, the messenger of 
the Prince of Peace. He brought European religion and European 
civilization, and wherever the foot of the Frenchman touched the 
earth, as from seed sown, French settlements sprung up. He hauled 
up his pirogue near the spot where the town of Saint Genevieve now 
stands, and there of that race and stock, the subject of these eulogies 
was born. LEWIS VITAl.. BOGY was in all things intensely a French­
man, and yet in every element of his chara-cter as intensely the west­
ern American. A Frenchman of the better claf!B, educated, nervont!, 
active. He had all the polished urbanity of his race and the gentle­
ness of a woman wedded to the hardy vigor of the frontiersman. 
Something in the clear, bracing, western atmosphere seems to have 
developed a new type of man. 

The old French settlements had two classes, one of great intellect, 
vigor, enterprise--the Lacleaes, Choteaus, Bogys, :Menards, Vitals. I 
need not enumerate; these represented the class. Their names are 
marked on the geography of the whole western country. There was 
not a locality too remote for their enterprise and business. There was 
not a river or lake but echoed to the paddles of their batteaus. 'l'here 
was not an Indian tribe so hostile or barbarous that they were not 
familiar with them. There was not a mountain gorge inaccessible to 
their genius and skill. There was not a valley where they did not build 
trading posts and forts. They represented the best blood of old France, 
the genius and power of new France. They laid the foundation of a 
great empire. In its vigorous youth they did their full share in its 
sterner battles, and as the symmetry of our new forms of society 
assume their power and grandeur they hold their place, and blend 
into a broad new Americanism with the fragments of other nation­
alities, and perhaps the last distinct type that will ever enter the 
American Congress was LEWIS VITAL BOGY. 

The other element of the early French settlements was the Arcadian 
peasant. A mixture of Indian inertia and French philosophic sim­
plicity. There was old Kaskaskia, or as we used to call it, "Kasky," 
Cahoka, Prairie du Rocher, Sainte Genevieve, Vincennes, Cape Girar­
deau. Well do I remember them all when a boy. I have heard the 
old Kaskaskians say that after Saint Louis was started the people 
there came to'' Kasky" to buy goods. Ah, these were the happy, primi­
tive days. They cultivated corn in the "big field" where each family 
had a few acres. They caught wild ponies on the point. They wor­
shlpped in a chapel almost as old as Philadelphia, when the bell 
rang. They celebrated holidays and saints' days, and would observe 
them for any saint kind enough to give them one. Their towns were 
not laid out after the pattern of a multiplication table. Their lives 
w.-re not mathematical problems with everything cai.Tied and not.hing 
over. They had leisure. They were not ground in the mill of Moloch. 
They danced in Pe-whingi to the music of Rafael M:ut, and ran horse-

races. Their wants were few, their labors light. They ate, they 
drank, they danced, and they died. 

There came a change. Those' who had founded hamlets and vil­
lages were swept away by those who founded cities and great States. 
'' Kasky" lost the seat of government, the county seat. Even the sisters 
fled from her in the flood of 1844. The energetic and enterprising 
left for new centers, and " Kasky '' and Cahoka became rustier than 
ever, and existed merely that antiquities might be eaid to exist in 
the country. 

Mr. BOGY's father was born in Kaskaskia, but moved to the town of 
Sainte Genevieve, which is just a few miles distant over the river. In 
1766 the left bank of the Mississippi was ceded by France to Britain 
and in the war of the Revolution came to the United States. The 
Spaniards held the country beyond the right bank. The elder Bogy 
was connected with the most enterprising families in both towns and 
held responsible positions under the Spanish government. In 1813 
LEWIS VITAL BOGY was born. In early life he indicated the thrift 
and energy which marked his whole career and which are so sadly 
lacking in the youth of the present day. He began life clerking in a 
store at a salary of $200 a year. Then he went to study law with 
old Judge Pope, in Kaskaskia. He came of a stock that might well 
have been excused for putting on airs. Did he merely loaf around a 
lawyer's office under pretense of reading lawf Old Judge Pope had 
a coal-bank on Mary's River, a dozen miles or more from Kaskaskia. 
There the young BOGY went part of his time, superintending the 
miners and reading the books selected by the judge. It was ride 
and tie between Sisyphus and Blackstone. I wish the young men of 
to-day would remember these lessons. The man who starts business 
in that way is ve!y liable to succeed. Afterward he attended the 
law school at Lexrngton, Kentucky. 

Entering his career at man's estate he cast his fortune in Sa.int Louis. 
He was closely identified with its struggles, growth, prosperity. Nor 
did he limit his work to the city. He did more than any other man 
to develop the mineral resources of Missouri, and for these she is 
chiefly famous. He expended nearly a million of dollars in building 
the Iron Mountain Railroad. He helped build his State, and it was fit­
ting he should represent her. He carried to public position what he 
had shown in private life : business habit.s and a carefully trained 
legal mind. 

Since my boyhood I have watched all the great development of the 
Mississippi Valley. In Saint Louis, not long ago, I left my hotel to 
walk out on the bridge, that grandest monument of human genius. 
Its foundations are a hundred feet deep in the channel of the river. 
Grand in its strength, beautiful in its symmetry, lifted heavenward 
above the mighty tl.ood, as I stood and looked from its summit, 

Visons of things that have long since fled 
Went over my brain like ghosts of the dead. 

I remembered when a boy I entered that city almost forty years 
ago. Then when you got to l!'onrt.h and Fifth streets you came to 
bushes, and Choteau's pond was before you. Now I looked over that 
great city throbbing with the mighty struggle of commercial life. 
Then I remembered there was not a railroad in that country, and 
that we struggled in through a mud unparalleled beyond the Amer­
ican bottom. Now the trains thundered in on twenty railroads, and 
made everything quiver as they swept over the great bridge. Away 
down the river lay the tl.eets of vessels and barges. The banks were 
environed by elevators, warehouses, wharves. Who planted and 
reared this commerce t Who built this city f Who developed this 
power and empire in the Mississippi Valley of which that city is the 
signet seal f Who were they t What were they f 

My mind was carried back to the primitive days of old Cahoka and 
Kaskaskia; to the time when the men of Saint Louis went theFe to 
buy goods; back to the time when the scattered French settlements 
were all there waft of European civilization in the Mississippi Valley; 
back, back, until I could almost fancy I saw the skiff of .Marquette 
floating down the river. 

Is there value in retrospect t We clutch these fragments close to 
us whlle we breathe a pmyer for the future of our country and mur­
mur: "Yesterday, to-day, and forever." Over the graves of the em­
inent dea-d, of whom these works are but the handwriting, we pause 
to think. My own State had its troubles with Missouri in their time, 
and I a.m too proud of that history to shed any tears on it; but, the 
past redeemed and sanctified, we stand by the grave to admire and 
sorrow with our sister-State. Gratified at her prosperity, emulous of 
her enterprise, I for Kansas lay a chaplet of friendship and esteem 
on the grave of LEWIS VITAL BOGY. 

Mr. KNOTT. A variety of circumstances, Mr. Speaker, seems to 
render it peculiatrly appropriate that I should avail myself of the 
present mournful occasion to pay a brief but just tribute to the mem­
ory of the patriot and statesman whose public services we would 
gratefully commemorate and whose private virtues we would embalm 
forever in the records of our country for the benefit of those who are 
to succeed us here when we, too, shall have gone to that undiscovered 
country from whose bourne no traveler returns. He wa.s not only a 
native of the State within whose borders, a friendless wanderer, I 
stepped upon the threshold of manhood, and whose generous people 
I will remember with gratitude and affection as long as th~ vital 
current animates this trame, but as the well-earned reward for along 
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and busy career of usefulness in her service, his brow was crowned 
wilh her brigMest honors when touched by the icy finger of death. 

And more than this, it was in m·y own native State and among 
those who have repeatedly honored me with a seat on this floor that 
he fixed the finishing links in his armor and entered upon that long 
aml honorable career of which you have already been told so elo­
quently and so truthfully by his colleagues who have preceded me. 
But more than all, "be wa.s my friend, faithful and just to me." 

My personal acquaintance with Mr. BOGY commenced over twenty 
years ago, and although the relations between us from that time to 
the hom· of his death were of the most kind and cordial nature, what 
I would here record concerning the more distinguishing traits in his 
character shall be freed as far as possible from the tinge of partial 
friendship, for I know that even the voice of affection cannot "soothe 
the dull, cold ear of death," and I would scorn to mock the memory 
of my friend with the language of fulsome adulation which if living 
he would despise. 

Tbe most striking feature in the character of Mr. BOGY, the one 
which more than all others distinguished him in his public and pri­
vate relations in life, the one indeed which furnishes the key to his 
remarkably successful career, wa.s his earnest, active, unfaltering 
fealty to duty. Whether as the school-teacher in the quiet shades 
of a rural district in Kentucky or the busy lawyer in the teeming 
metropolis of his native State; whether as member of the common 
council of Saint Louis or of the Senate of the United States, what­
e-ver duty demanded at his hands be set himself about with all the 
energy of his nature and all tho powers of his mind. 

If duty called him to defend his conscientious convictions of truth 
and right, whether on the hustings or in the halls of legislation, w bat­
ever was the sacrifice to himself, whether triumph lured him with its 
fascinating laurels or defeat stared him sternly in the face, what­
ever of time or money or honest effort it might cost, he flung himself 
uoldly into the arena and bore himself bravely and gallantly in the 
contest. 

Tbis unwa-vering fealty to duty resulted no doubtfrom the ardent, 
impulsive, generous disposition for which he was peculiarly conspic­
uous, coupled with an exquisite sense of honor which, influenced by 
a careful religious education, kept his conscience ever singularly sen­
sitive to the various obligations imposed by his public and private 
associations. 

The same ardent 11ond impulsive temperament, while it imparted 
the warm glow of devoted affection to his domestic relations, made 
him the earnest, active, enthusiastic friend, the enterprising, public­
spirited citizen, proud of the grandeur and devoted to the progre~:>s of 
his native State, and the Senator whose patriotism comprehended the 
interests and aspired to promote the prosperity of the entire country. 

He died a.s he had lived, a faithful, conscientious, consistent 
member of the Catholic Church, without a single stain upon his 
escutcheon as a dutiful son, an affectionate busuand, a kind and in­
dulgent fat.her, a faithful friend, a generous neighbor, a good citizen, 
a devoted patriot, an unsullied statesman, an honest man, and a 
Christian gentleman. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Speaker, when men die who were dignified by 
high trusts involving great responsibilities to the public it is emi­
nentlytittingthatoureulogies upon them should be marked by a ~pirit 
of sincerity and truthfulness. And if there were no elements of char­
acter possessed by them to arrest attention and command commend­
at.ion it were better that they should be protected by the charitable 
shield of silence. 

Responding cordially to this sentiment and governed by a conecien­
tious responsibility for my utterances, I deem it a duty to speak in 
eul!lgY of the life and character of the deceased Senator, in respect 
for whose memory the resolutions now before us were offered. 

I knew him for several years quite well, and know sufficient of his 
early life and peculiar characteristics to speak with some confidence 
of the influences that developed his active and eventful manhood. 

He was a descendant of Illinois ancestors. Of him we have t.he 
somewhat astonishing announcement to make that he, a man of sixty­
five years of" age, wa.s the son of native-born lllinois parents. 

Senator BOGY, according to my estimate of him, was not by nature 
a great genius, nor was he what is popularly denominated a brilliant 
or highly cultivated man, and, in my judgment, to attribute these 
qualities to him would be not only untruthful but do injustice to his 
memory. 

He was a western man, and possessed in a high degree the pecu­
liar characteristics of a pioneer civilization. Born and reared in the 
midst of the no broken wilderness, he was characterized by a rugged, 
fearless nature that marked him in every stage of life and in every 
pursuit in which he engaged .as a strong, l.lold, and aggressive actor. 

.Such a. man could not be confined to precise technicalformulas nor 
brought within the range of severe methodical rules; But in that 
str~ngth and courage that grasp and solve great practical questions 
of a public or private character there were few men in this country 

. his equal. 
In the judgment of those most intimately acquainted with him 

and of those who cherish his memory most fondly his charact~r was 
marked mainly by three distingaishing qualities: couragE'. integrity, 
and Christian faith. 

As to his courage, no man who ever looked into his eyo and caught 
a gleam of its firm and fixed determination could doubt that its pos­
ses or was a man strong in purpose and fearless in execution, one 
whose objects sustained by conscientious convictions would be as­
serted with a resolution and intrepidity that no ordinary obstruc­
tions could defeat. 

His integrity is written upon every page of a long life illustrated 
by prominent public a~tion and -varied and important business enter­
prises, during the whole course of which, in the language of his suc­
cessor in the Senate, who had known him intimately for more than 
a third of a century, "his person11ol integrity and high sense of honor 
were never questioned." 

Senator BoGY was also a man of deep and earnest convictions, and 
these convictions, always formed cautiously and with painstaking 
caxe, became to him fixed and lasting rules of action. 

In this connection I propose briefly to speak of his Christian faith. 
His family were of F1·ench origin, and all of them of the Roman 
Catholic religion. It was therefore his inberited faith. Baptized 
in infancy by a priest of that church and nurtured carefully in child­
hood by a devout and pious mother, he became ardently devoted to it. 
In fact, it was in his religion more strongly than elsewhere that we 
have a striking proof of his strong, inflexible nature. To it he clung 
with an unyielding tenacity and a sincere and ardent devotion through 
the whole course of a busy and eventful life. Tolerant always of t.he 
opinions of others on all subjects, the special advocate of an unlim­
ited religions toleration, and in all things fully up to the progressive 
age in which he lived, for himself be demanded, as a Cb.ristian man, 
the right to worship God according to his own conscience; and in the 
exercise of that right he sought his spiritual guide in the communion 
of the Church that represented the fa.ith of his ancestors. To him a 
reformation that attacked the dogmas of faith of the universal 
Church was a revolution, which, however kindly his sympathies 
might be extended toward the sincere and pious men wlw procJairuell 
it, was a source of division and discord, fruitful only of disorganiz­
ing and disintegrating influences. 

To him the Church of his fathers was really and truly a "rule and 
guide of faith," and a refuge secure and safe from the storms of nval 
contentions and of angry disputations. To him it was the ampliiica­
tion and ever-existing representative of the faith of the small circle 
of humble followers who stood around the Great Master on the bor­
ders of the Sea of Galilee and received from His divine lips the ex­
alted Christian commission of unity, sanctity, apostolicity, and catho­
licity. 

To a man possessed of a moral courage like his and with convic­
tions such as these, angry protestations and s11eering denialli were 
each and all alike unavailing. 

Sir, this is not a fitting place nor appropriate occasion to enter the 
field of religious controversy to determine whether his faith was 
wisely or unwisely founded; but I submit, with much cou.ti.dence in 
the favorable judgment of the good men of every creed, that its sin­
cerity and ardent zeal demand the highest admiration. 

Mr. Speaker, I am quite sure that it would be a consolation to us 
if we could now know that, when the deep shadows of death shall 
ha-ve obscured us, kind friends could then truthfully say that in lifo 
we possessed that courage that never quailed in human presence ; 
that, panoplied in the strength of an honest manhood, we always 
asserted and maintained a fearless and undaunted equality ; uut 
that, in the presence of the Great Judge, with head uncovered and 
heart deeply bumbled, we yielded ever the obedience and devotion 
of little children. 

Sir, we would like, when that solemn hour comes, that it could be 
truthfully said of us that, with an unwavering faith and a trust and 
confidence that no storms could shake, we embarked on the mystic 
river without a doubt and without a fear as to the bright harbor to 
be reached on its unseen shore beyond. 

I feel, sir, on this occa-sion and in this presence that so far as 
human knowledge extends I am wan-anted in saying this of Senator 
BOGY. 

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, aa a friend of the lamented 
Senator whose death we this day deplore, I propose to contribute 
something that may serve_; in a slight degree, to perpetuate in the 
memory of those who are to come after us the high qualities of head 
and heart possessed by that good and amiable m11on. 

As the executive of Texas during a period of the deepest gloom 
and humiliation of the people it became my duty to open a cone­
spondence with the national authorities relative to the Indians on the 
uorders of that State; that correspondence touching not only the 
conduct of the wild tribes then making war on our people, but also 
the condition of small bands w bo had never lifted their hands against 
the white race of the country, but who had by their long and sturdy 
friendship for the white people provoked and brought upon them­
selves the hatred and deadly enmity of the hostile tribes. 

Senator BOGY was at that time Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
and through my correspondence with him my first acquaintance was 
formed and my first conception of his high qualities of character 
derived. 

The position held was one of grave responsibility, and its duties 
then: as now, WE're both delicate and difficult. The officer chari'ed 
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with the supervision of the relations existing between the Govern­
ment and the people of the United States and the aboriginal nations 
of the country, embracing in the aggregate three hundred thousand 
souls, distributed into a great number of tribes and scattered along 
a border extending from Texas to Alaska and covering an area of 
many thousands of miles, should be possessed of the highest order of 
aclministmtive ability, coupled with a humane heart and a mind of 
rare discrimination. Such characteristics I believe belonged to Sena­
tor BOGY in an eminent degree. 

The partial acquaintance formed under the circumstances to which 
I have referred was renewed and ripened when we subsequently met 
in these balls, he as a Senator and I as a Representative of our re­
spective States. 

The favorable estimate originally formed of his character was 
strengthened aml confirmed by subsequent personal intercourse and 
'Qy a somewhat close observation of his career as a public man. 

He exhibit-ed the same fullness and thoroughness of information 
upon public affairs, the same healthful, sober judgment of public 
measures, the same appreciation of the wants of the country and 
tender consideration of the claims of humanity, a.nd the same reso­
lute and independent discharge of the duties of public trust that I 
had before ascribed to him. 

In no one degree was I disappointed, but the estimate I had formed 
Qf his character was heightened by a personal acquaintance. 

Senator BOGY did not dazzle the country with his eloquence, nor 
attract attention to himself by sensational utterances or startling 
departures from the methods of the fathers, but he did impress upon 
the popular mind broad, generous, and humane views; did enlighten 
counsel, stimulate hope, and inspire confidence in the fortunes of the 
Republic by the brave, patient, and hopeful spirit t\lat marked his 
public life. 

As a public man he was fully alive to the wants of his own State, 
considerate and thoughtful of the necessities of the great West, au 
ardent advocate of liberal measures on the part of the General Gov­
ernment calcuJated to promote the commerce of the Mississippi Val­
ley, and warmly advocating such action on the part of the Govern­
ment as would insure a speedy connection by means of railways be­
tw~en the Missis~:>ippi River and the distant States and Territories of 
the Government. But, ardent as be was in favor of measures promo­
tive of the interests of his own immediate section, his patriotism and 
statesmanship were broad and liberal enough to embrace every section 
of our country. 

He was tenacious of his views, earnest in the advocacy of what he 
believed to be right, and energetic in whatever he undertook to 
accomplish. 

Senator BOGY was honest and capable. In his death the National 
Legislature has lost one of its most industrious and useful members 
and the country a citizen of tho loftiest character, whose intelligent 
and conscientious discharge of duty entitles h,im to the love and 
respect of his countrymen. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I should be unmindful of 
the strong promptings of love for a dead friend and indifferent to the 
duty I owe to the State which honored Senator BoGY with its high­
est trust, if I di£1 not avail myself of the privilege of this occasion to 
testify my appreciation of his private worth and public virtues. 

Senator llOGY was a native Missourian, having been born at the 
French town of Sainte Genevieve in the year 1813, seven years before 
the admission of the State of Missouri into the Union. He came of 
ancestors who settled in the far West more than a hundred years ago. 
While he was denied the opportunity and advantage of early intel­
lectual training, he inherited that bolrl, self-reliant, and aspiring man­
hood which so distinguished those daring voyageu1·s who conquered 
the great West from savage dominion and gave it to this generation 
to refine and build up into the wondrous civilization which the 
Mississippi Valley presents to-day. 

From this rude and unpromising beginning he began his life-work 
with the energy and hopefulness of one who aspires to great achieve­
ments. When a boy he commenced that rigid system of self-culture. 
and discipline which expanded a mind naturally strong so that he 
attained in early manhood a breadth and comprehensiveness of mind 
which made him a marked man in the political struggles of his State 
and gave promise of his fntnre eminence. He was ambitious to be 
of service to his country but never a place-hunter, and was frequently 
chosen by his political friends to lead the forlorn pope of certaic 
defeat, on which occasions he came to the front of battle upholdin~ 
the banner of his party with the firinness and gallantry of the traine<l 
veteran. He was unusually active in his temperment, and took a 
deep interest in all that concerned his State, ever on the alert to 
defeat a policy which menaced the interests of his constituents and 
unflinching in his zeal in the advocacy of all great measures which 
promised the development of industrial enterprise. 

While he was fnll of that sweet charity which made him tolerant 
of the opinions of others, always treating a political opponent with 
the most refined and princely courtesy, he was lion-like in his cour­
age and firm as the rock in the conviction that the fundamental 
principles of his party were the perfection of republican government, 
always finding him their consistent and uncompromising adherent­
not the blind and blatant adherence of the demagogue but the earn­
est,. couscienuous follower of the convictions of his judgment. As in 

private life he acknowledged no higher law than devotion to duty, 
in political action he knew no higher Jaw than the Constitution of 
his c~untry, and sought only to satisfy his ambition by a faithful and 
laborious discharge of the trusts confidetl to his keeping. Hence his 
views of public policy were generous, broad, and statesmanlike, look­
ing to the good of his w bole country rather than to classes and sections. 

He was not a finished speaker, but a mre and fascinatllig talker, 
and never failed to impress his views, both in conversation and cle­
bate, with marked originality and force. 'Vith these characteristics 
he justly earned a. national reputation during his short career in the 
United States Senate as an able and conscientious representative of 
his State. 

But as his public life and acts have been fully treated of by distin­
guished gentlemen who have preceded me I turn from that field 
to the more inviting and congenial theme of his private and social 
virtues, for it is with these that our dead friend is especially em­
balmed in our memory. It is a task of love to speak of him as a 
friend, as a companion as well as a tea~her and inspirer of laudable 
ambitions of his young associates, as the substantial frienu of the 
weak and defenseless, the helper of the helpless, and aa one of God's 
almoners of all the sweet charities of life. 

Few can miss the light of his presence and his unobtruiive counsel 
more than myself, who had learned not only to honor the sincerity 
of his purpose, his unswerving integrity, his fidelity to friends and 
convictions, but to love aml revere him for his sweet amiability of 
character, his goodness of heart, his unaffected piety, in short for all 
those qualities which rescue human nature from the sneerli of the 
bad and cynical. He was a Missourian, proud of the State of his 
nativity and justly proud of its confidence in him, always turning 
with a lover's eyes to the friends who had lifted him from ob curity 
to the highest honors in their gift. He had a keen sense of honor, 
with a sovereign and unfeigning contempt for all that was little and 
mean, and in the fearless loyalty of his heart never deserted a. friend. 

But it was with the home-bred charities of the heart, iu the sweet 
retiracy of domestic endearments, that our friend's character chiefly 
claims our admiration, always returning with ever-increasing relish 
to the delights and enjoJments of that sacredpenetralia where loving 
wife and children pined for his return. 

When from his stricken associate at Richmond, Indiana, there 
reached him in the last days of his tenancy of a sorely-racked body 
a telegraphic message expressing solicitude to learn that he was im­
proving, his eye lighted up with a smile of forgiveness and sympa­
thy as be dictated an assuring response. Both, as it were, clasping 
forgiving hands on the borders of the unknown, have passed out to 
the pale realms from which we receive no responses, no tidings. The 
one, almost for a life-time in the forefront of battle, has been ex­
travagantly praised and censoriously censured. The other, entering 
official life but a few years ago, ha.d but just begun to fulfill the ex­
pectancy of watchful friends. 

Opportunity, the handmaid of renown, had waited upon the one, 
and it was the belief of friends who knew Senator BoGY well in that 
greatest of arenas, the Senate, he would have found his opportunity, 
bad be been spared longer for the battle. Missouri may send men 
of equal or greater ability to that august body to which she has ac­
credited a Benton, a Green, a Linn, and a Geyer, but she will never 
place there a man of purer purpose, of a more exalted conception of 
his duties and responRibilities as a representative, of a more unuenJ­
ing integrity or unflinching patriotism than he whose loss we deplore 
and whose memory we now commemorate. 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Speaker, the lateness of the hour and the knowl­
edge that others who perhaps can speak more intelligently than my­
self of the virtues of the illustrious dead are to follow me warns me 
that I must be brief. TheRe virtues have been recited by tongues 
fa.r more eloqnent than mine. Missouri has come and from the lips 
of her distinguished sons, who so well represent here her honor 
and her interest; has voiced the great woe she feels as she stands to­
day above the open-mouthed grave of her illustrious son. Other 
commonwealths have come, neighboring commonwealths represented 
by those who knew the illustrious Senator better than myself and 
have spoken of him words that I wish I might as fittingly speak. 
But I do not de~m it inappropriate that the voice of Louisiana shonld 
swell this funeral cry that goes up to-day and that her tears should 
mingle with those that are falling upon this bier, for I do remember, 
sir, that when she was voiceless and silent here, when she was mis­
represented at the other end of the Capitol, that Senator BOGY in the 
hour of her peril and her trial held with well-nerved arm the regis of 
the Constitutio~ above her stricken form and spoke brave and great 
words for her disenthrallment and for her peace. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not my fortune to have known Senator BOGY 
intimately. When I came here to take my seat amongst the humblest 
of tho members of the Forty-fourth Congress I met him and had 
that casual acquaintance with him which the members of there­
spective branches of Congress often have where no particuJar busi­
ness interests or social opportunities bring them together closely. It 
was not until the unpleasant prominence into which my State was 
forced by her peculiar relations to the electoral count and to all the 
exciting questions growing out of the last Presidential election, and 
when Senator BoGY appealed: to me for some knowledge of her laws 
and statutes, that I knew him well. 
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Afterward a measure of great importance to the entire Mississippi 
Valley drew us together, and it was then that I learned to measure 
him and to appreciate him. As briefly as I can, .Mr. Speaker, I pro­
pose to utter now my estimation of him. As a man I found him 
frank, brave, and truthful. He was brave enough to stand alone 
when be believed be was right. When his convictions and his judg­
ments combined told him that he was right lle never counted friends, 
neither did he number his opposing foes. 

I found him ever honest. I discovered tba~, perhaps from his orgin 
and because of the stirring pioneer scenes and associations of his 
early life, there was in him that rugged honesty which never would 
bend to the supple requirements of this late day. I saw, too, the 
granda.nd salientfeaturesof that Spartan integrity which nevercould 
be effaced or toned down from their original proportions. 

Born of French ancestry, he was ardent, impulsive, warm-hearted, 
and enthusiastic, quick to resent an injury, and yet ever ready to for­
give when theamendewasmade. I found him always ready to extend 
the band of friendship and kindness to the younger members of this 
House who gathered about him, and I was indebted to him more 
than once for mnch of friendly counsel and advice with regard to my 
own course. 

The virtues of Senator BoGY, as son, as husband, and a.s father, 
have been spoken of here. There is one noble and beautiful trait of 
his character which it is well for us all to recall and to remember; 
that which was so eloquently and beautifully alluded to by my 
friend from North Carolina, [Mr. WADDELL,] who has already spoken. 
It was his love for his mother. Mr. Speaker, it too often happens 
that we, especially when fortune and fame smile upon us, are apt to 
forget her who gave us birth, or to think lightly and carelessly of 
that beautiful dream of our childhood; to be unmindful of that love 
which follows ns everywhere, which smiles when we smile, which 
weeps when we weep, which comes to us when sorrow, misfortune, 
even when guilt or shame may overtake ns · which wraps ns in the 
immortal mantle of her affection, seeing oniy her child, refusing to 
believe the appearance or even the proof of guilt. Or if we do not 
forget, we remember only when the world has grown so dark and 
life so weary, when there come memories of misspent hours, of 
wast.ed time, of neglected opportunities, when innocence and youth 
seems so far away. In those weary times it is that we call out to 
her even as we do to God; that we would bring back this beautiful 
~ision of our childhood, that we would woo her from the shadowy 
past; that we confess to her how weary we are of ''sowing that 
others may reap," of "flinging away our soul's wealth," and ask her 
to take us back to her breast and make us all young and loving and 
innocent again. 

Senator BOGY never forgot his mother. He kept his promise to 
her; be realized the pledge of his boyhood, and laid at her feet his 
commission as United States Senator. To him maternal love was a 
steady lamp that shone all through his life and was a guide to his 
footsteps. To him it was a hallowed memory that kept his heart 
ever fresh, warm, and pore. His devotion to his child has already 
been spoken of. It is said by those who knew him well that the first 
sign of his decay m himself occurred after the death of hi1t beloved 
daughter. Like a careful gardener who has seen some beautiful 
plant grow up beneath his care, has noted its petals open and unfold 
into beautiful maturity, and when it dies he almost wishes to die 
with it; and in its decay takes prophetic premonition of his own 
approaching end; or like some vine that has clung so closely about 
the trunk of the oak until the two lives are absolutely intermingled 
and interwoven, when torn rudely and violently away it leaves its 
parent-tree a prey to enemies that turn its strength to decay and 
-wither all its glories. So when the rude hand of death torehis child 
away from Senator BoGY's heart it sent its own fatal chill to the 
fountain of that great and noble life. 

As a legislator ~enator BOGY was a man of large, liberal, and en­
lightened views. Particularly was he devoted to the interests of 
the gt·eat Mississippi Valley. Surely never did the heart of Israel's 
prophet kindle at the thought of that Jordan-watered land which 
had been given by God to him and his children, as a heritage to them 
forever, more than did the heart of Senator BOGY kindle at the 
splendid possibilities of that fertile land whose ribs form the water­
slJeds of continents, whoRe chief life-vein is that ru~hing inland Mis­
sissippi sea, whose blood-valves are lakes with voice and expanse 
like oceans, whose soil is the breast which the famished nations of 
the world can gather and draw sustenance. It was to the interests 
of 1his valley, to the splendid possibilities of that portion of our 
land, that his heart ever turned with delight. Particularly do I re­
meru IJer how he noted carefully the progress made in the improve­
ments at the mouth of the great river. 

I well recall me now with what enthusiasm he talked of the day 
when, beneath the genius of Eads, the water of that mighty stream 
should cut the last shackle that binds the imperial West and the 
majestic Sooth to th~ car-wheels of insolent monopoly and free them; 
when the great brown-winged and black-breasted birds of commerce, 
no matter bow heavily laden, might, from ocean's rugged breast to 
river's peaceful bosom, come and go, and furl their storm-bronzed 
wings by the wharves of tlie great cities that margin the border of 
the stream. 

How vividly also do I recall his tireless endeavor for the develop­
ment of our commercial resources. He properly divined the cause of 

the stagnation of bnsiness. He saw with true and just eye why it 
was tbat furnace-fires were dying; why it was that industry's strong 
arm was falling in helpless paralysis, and why, in this land of plenty, 
there was a cry for bread and labor. He knew that it was the ovor­
s~imulated productive powers of the country and the inadequate 
commercial circulation; and he knew that we must have a market 
for our surplus products or that stagnation and paralysis would still 
continue. Therefore he wa~ very urgent in his advocacy of a line of 
steamers to Brazil; and he spoke to me of the shame which should 
mantle the brow of every American that the American flag was almost 
unknown in the balmy winds of those tropic seas and that the com­
merce of that rich Sou tb American country should be gathered by people 
who live so far away that the sun never shines on both lands at once, 
while we, basking in the same sun-bath with those South American 
states, had no commerce with them and were almost excluded from 
their ports. It was due to his energy and his tireless perseverance 
that that measure passed the Senate. And though that measure suf­
fered strangulation in the close ~rip of this economical Houoo, yet 
none the less credit is doe to the tireless energy, patience, and states­
manlike foresight of Senator BOGY in urging this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, his friends do not claim for him thlitt he was a great 
orator, yet I remember that once when assailed in the Senate of the 

. United States he spoke with energy, with truth, with earnestness, 
with that flash of eye and ring of voice and that enthusiasm of 
manner which then lifted him almost to the heights of sublime elo­
quence. Nor do I claim for him that be was one of those Vulcans, 
the sturdy ring of whose strokes is heard adown the Cflnturies, beat­
ing out great thoughts and great principles. The demands of theRe 
times are rather for the earnest, plodding man of detail, the indus­
trious man of detail and of labor, than for the man of dazzling 
genius. It is liarder to be a giant than it was in the days agone. 
Owen Meredith! in Lucille, has very beautifully and truthfully said: 

The dwarf on the dead giant's shouldt-rs sees more 
Than the live giant's ey&-sight availed oo explore. 

The rapid transit of news and intelligence, the easy commingling 
of remote people, the teeming printing-press, the thousands of books, 
and the easy acquisition of knowledge have raised the masses. The 
level of the people is higher and it is more difficult for your giant to 
appear above the mass than in former days. The demand of these 
times, as I have said, is for the man of labor, the man of detail, the 
man of care, the man of method, the man close enough to his peo­
ple to see their wants and necessities and with the tireless energy to 
supply those wants and necessities. Senator BOGY was that kind of 
man; and if he filled full well the measure of his life, if his strength 
wa~ as his days demanded, then what prouder tribute could be paid 
to the greatest man in the annals of the race T 

The gifted and tender Dickens, above the grave of a young and 
lovely being, whose life was all a God-written poem, has said: 

When death strikes down the innocent and yonng, for every fragile form from 
which he sets the panting spirit free a. thousand virtues rise in shapes of mercv, 
love, and truth to walk the earth and bless it. Of every tear that surviving mo'r­
tals shed o'er such green graves some good is born, some guileless nature comes. 
In the destroyer's pathway there !!pring up bright creatures that defy his power, 
and his dark pathway becomes a way of light to heaven. 

The thought is a very beautiful one ; and if we may extend the 
spirit of the thought, then, indeed, will not from this grave of Sena­
tor BOGY arise splendid forms of integrity, impulses of honesty and 
of truth, of nobility of character that shall be felt by the generations 
that are to follow f Though dead, will he not speak to the people 
who are to come after him f 

There is one sweet thought for his friends. About his grave may 
gather with unfeigned re~ret (every bitterness vani8hed, every par­
tisan feeling gone) men of every race, men of every shade of politi­
cal opinion, men of all political parties. Mr. Speaker, if he gave 
hard blows they were always in defense of the Constitution of his 
country or of the weak and the oppressed. No plundered common­
wealth stands above his grave to-day with burning memories and 
with bitter tears feeling how great the burden of that charity which 
bids them be silent and forbids the impulse to crown his grave with 
the immortelles of abiding bate. No, no; above Senator BOGY's 
grave there lives no bitter thought or memory. 

Mr. Speaker, let us endeavor to emulate his virtue; let us endeavor 
to so live that we may bear the call of the Great Reaper even a.s he 
heard it, calling us away to the spirit land, and that we may go a.s he 
did, "not like the quarry slave, scourged to his dungeon," but 
rather-

Like one that wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

Mr. REA. Mr. Speaker, the services of this hour furnish material 
for solemn reflection. 

The nation's Representatives in this Hall to-day render just tribute 
to the memory of LEWIS VITAL BOGY, late a Senator from the State of 
Missouri. 

He died at his residence in the city of Saint Louis on the 20th day 
of September, 1877, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

He was born on the 9th day of April, 1813, in Sainte Genevieve, 
now Sair te Genevieve County, in the State of Missouri, and was of 
French descent. His opportunities in early life for the acquisition of 
an education were meager, bot he industriously availed himself of 
such means of education as the schools in that new country afforded. 
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He read law in the office of the late Nathaniel Pope, judge of the 

United States district court, and afterward became a student in the 
law sehoul at Lexingt{)n, Kentucky, where he graduated in ltl35. 
Soon after he bad graduated, he opened an office in Saint Louis and 
ent.ered upon the practice of law with success. . 

He held a number of positions of honor and trust in his city and State 
and also under the Federal Government prior to his election to the 
Senate of the United States in 1873, all of which he tilled with honor 
to himself and his country. It is said of him that more than forty 
years before he was electeil Senator he formed the determin~tion to 
qualify himself for the Senate and to work for that end until be ar­
rived at the age of sixty years if necessary to obtain the coveted 
position. This waa a laudable and honorable ambition, and amidst 
all the vicissitudes and uncertainties of this life he lived to gratify 
that ambition. 

Although I lived in the same State with the deceased for aoout one­
third of a century I did not form his person:;t-1 ~cqua;in~nce unti~ in 
the month of }'ebruary, 1875, when I met hun m thts mty. Durmg 
the Forty-fourth Congress, while I was a member of this House and 
he a meml>f'lr of the Senate, he and I became well and intimately ac­
quainted. I often during that time visited his rooms, and al~ays 
found him agreeable and courteous. The more I became acquamted 
with him the more I appreciated his qualities of head and heart. 
· I believe he was a patriot and sincerely desired the peace and pros­

perity of the people, no~ only o~ his o~-n Sta~e, but of the wh?le 
Union. He took a deep mterest m public questiOns and bad an oprn-
ion upon almost every question. . . . . . . 

In my judgment b~ was conserva~1ve m his political vwws and 'Yas 
deeply impressed w1th the necessity of peace and a full restoratiOn 
of confidence and good-will b(jtween the people of the North and 
South, under the Constitution and laws, and believ-ed that pacific 
measures were best calculated to promote the desired end. 

He was a man of more than ordinary ability, with strong convic­
tions, and was ever quick and ready to ~efend and maintain those 
oonvictions; alwa.ys bold, but courteous m debate. 
· Mr. Speaker, we are reminded upon this occasion of the uncertainty 

of life and the certainty of death ; of the truth of the inspired words, 
"it is appointed unto man once to die." To this proposition the minds 
of all yield a willing assent; there is no dispute as to its truth. 

The graves of countless millions, who have passed beyond the river 
of life into the valley of death, and the evidences of decay among 
the living of those laboring under disease and old age, all Vtjrify the 
universally accepted truth that all men must die. 

The path of life is strewn with innumerable dangers all along its 
wendinu way. The enemies and destroyers of human life are count­
less, and are concealed in secret am bush all along the journey of life 
from the cradle to the grave, ever ready to seize upon their victims. 

When we contemplate the innumerable dangers to which our lives 
have been subjected as we journeyed along we are terror-stricken 
and wonder that we are still living. How many hair-breadth escapes 
bas each one of us undergone! Each one can recall ma-ny incidents 
of danger to his life, but it is doubtless true that the life of every 
individual has been exposed to an innumerable number of dangers 
that. were and are unknown. We are ready to exclaim that in the 
midst of life we are in death. Death and decay are all around us. 

The living should contemplate the shortness of human life.. When 
they do so they will be admonished that there is no 1 ime to be wasted 
in idleness or in doing that which is worse. Compare the duration 
of the life of man with the duration of time as known to the human 
mind by and through the agencies of history and science, and bow 
infinitesimal it becomes. In an effort to compare t.he duration of hu­
man life with the boundless and illimitable eternity the human mind 
is lost in incomprehensibility. 

Oh, how little time there is for man to work! How short the time 
in this life for the growth of the human mind and the acquisition of 
knowledge and wisdom! How short the time for doing good! There 
is no time for doing evil without irreparable loss. There is no time 
for idleness :md inattention. We are admonished to "work while 
it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work.'' In the terse 
language of Prentiss: 

There is no appeal for relief from the great law which dooms us to the dust; we 
flourish and fade as the leaves of the forest, and the leaves that bloom and wither 
in a day have no frailer hold upon life than the mightiest monarch that ever shook 
the earth wit •• his footsteps. Generations of men will appear and disappear as the 
grass, and tl:Je multitude that throngs the world to-day will disappear as the foot­
steps on the shore. Men seldom think of the great event of death until the shad­
ows fall acrosg their own pathway, hiding from t.heir eyes the faces of loved ones 
whose loving smil~ was the sunlight of their existence. Death is the antagonist of 
life, ami the cold thought of the tomb is the skeleton of all feasts. We do not want 
to go through t-he dark yaJley, although its dark passage may lead to paradise; we 
do not want to lie down in the damp gt-ave, even with princes as bed-fellows. 

In the beautiful language of the poet : 
Our lives are rivers, gliding free 
To that unfathomed, boundless sea, 

The silent grave. 
Thither all earthly pomp a.nd boast 
Roll, to be swallowed up and lost 

In one dark wave. 

Mr. Speaker, LEWIS VITAL BoGY is dead. His. voice will be heard 
no more in the other end ofthis Capitol, neither will his voice ever 
•again be heard in the Gocial circle, nor in the place most sacred to 
'all the good, the family circle. His lips are sealed in death. His 

body sleeps in Calvary Cemetery, in the suburbs of the city of 
Saint Louis. The people of my beloved State mourn his loss. Peace 
be to his spirit. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, death has invaded the Senate 
of the United ~tates in two notable instances since the last Congress 
adjourned. Indiana and Missouri have deeply felt the intrusion, and 
in their common sorrow have been drawn together as loving mothers 
to mourn the death of their honored Senators. Death is a common 
leveler of all. It enters the palace of the rich and the hovel of the 
poor with the same indifferent step and the loved ones of such fade 
away under its touch into the dust of the valley. Senators and states­
men upon whose words millions have hung with ea-ger ears in their 
fierce forensic combats for fame, for policies, and power, are as unable 
to resist its mandates as tho babe that sleeps in its weakness upon its 
mother's bosom. It is the most successful conqueror of alL It 
awaits the triumph of earth's greatest leaders until the applause of 
mankind bas made its hero drunken with praise, and then by its tonch 
it scatters the weak ones and makes the great and the strong wast.e 
away as the morning dew. No mortal was nor will ever be beyond 
its reach. As the first man, so must the last be obedient to its jur­
isdiction. Whenever it appears in this Hall or elsewhere, how deeply 
hushed is the voice of anger, how still is the pen of censure ! 

This is a beautiful trait in human nature. All are willing that the 
evils done in this life shall be buried in the grave of the decedent 
and his virtues only be left to bloom and blossom over the paths of the 
living. These two Senators had their faults like mankind in general, 
were full of the frailties of human nature, yet they each possessed many 
eminent virtues. In battle they were the fiercest warriors ; in mo­
ments of truce they were aB calm and gentle toward each other as 
men of force and gallantry always are. Tney stood as resolute and 
uncompromising leaders in the Senate only a few months ago, con­
tending like giants for the great stake of the Presidency, giving and 
receiving blows that shook our cotmtry from verge to center, and 
almost caused-

Red battle to stamp ber foot and nations feel the shock, 
each in all probability incurring the fatal disease in the struggle. 
And yet, when the controversy was over and the victory won, in the 
contest of words and law rather than in blood and pain, both retired 
from the scene, that grand gaudia certantinis, wearied and worn, never 
to return again. They were friends when in the Senate, and greater 
friends upon their death-beds. The one was confined during his last 
illness at Richmond, Indiana, and the other at Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Each was daily inquisitive about the condition of the other, and as 
each grew worse words of comfort and confidence passed by mail and 
by wire from one to the other. Governor Morton's last telegram to 
Senator BOGY was received a few moments after the latter bad died, 
and when so advised, he was deeply affected and murmured a short 
prayer for his peaceful rest. Missouri, in the presence of her dead 
Senator, tenders to Indiana her words of grief and sorrow, and here 
renews the hope that the elevated friendship that existed between 
their Senators in life, and so beautifully closed with their deaths, 
should be but the commencement of a broader and deeper frie-ndship 
between the peoples of these two great Western States, so grandly sit­
uated for agricultural and commercial purposes, and which are alrea.ly 
bound together by so many ties of blood, interest, and commerce. 

Governor Morton was the extraordinary man of this age. He 
never fol lowed in anything; always led with surpasMing ability and 
boldness. His great State will rally around his name as Kentucky 
does around that of Mr. Clay. Wben in battle of words he hit hard 
licks, as such battles with him meant war and war meant blood. In 
the social circle he was as kind and gentle as a woman, always pleas­
ing, never provoking. Although directing millions of money he never 
polluted his fingers with one dollar that did not belong to him. He 
had great faults, ht" bad great virtues. Pea-ce to Oliver P. Morton! 

Indiana and Missouri are two great factors in national supremacy, 
located as they are in the center of an immense empire. As the 
streams of each mingle together at last in one grand river and are 
forever lost in that one, diversified although they may once have 
been in their native States, so may our struggles, our hopes, our 
interests, at last be centered in our national greatness, and all be richly 
co.nsummated in a "Union, one and inseparable, now and forever." 
Castellar, that man of genius and humanity, said in a letter of con­
dolence to Madame Thiers, after the death of her world-renowned 
husband: 

France loses her first statesman, liberty her most prudent defender, the republic 
its rar.ognized leader, Europe a ~;l01ious name which holds a foremost title on the 
continent, humanity one of its lighta which by their brightness paled the stars of 
heaven, less luminous than great souls. 

This is the language of human apotheosis unfitten to pur age, our 
people, our country. Yet to-day, over the freshly made graves of the 
deceased Senators, there are followers of each who are wJJling to reite­
rate the same language about their deceased leaders. It may be tbe 
sentimentalism of love, to a certain extent, from bruised hearts and 
lacerated feelings poured forth in words of praise in their moments 
of sorrow. Yet it is not manly to condemn snch admiration, aa it is 
the noblest sentiment of human nature that survives the fa.ll. It is 
natural to love our dead, whether our own blood., our kindred, or ou:r 
leaders. Men differed as to the honesty, sagacity, and aiJility of each 
of those Senators, and in moments of excitement severely critic1~;ed 
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their public and private acts; but as they have been gathered to their 
reward, where mistakes are never made, judgments never reversed, 
we should bid them live forever unvexed and unwearied by the song 
of pr:t.ise or the criminations of language. They are beyond the 
reach of either. 

Can storied urn or animated bust, 
Back to its mansion call tho fleeting breath f 

Can honor's voice provoko tho silent <Iust, 
· Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death f 

The praises of the dead never fret the living. So with each no 
words of contention will be provoked. The verge of the grave should 
ever be the limit of severe criticism. When God's voice is heard 
man's should be stilled. 

Senator BoGY died at his residence in Saint Louis on the 20th day 
of September, 1877, in full possession of his mental faculties, sur­
rounded by his family, his friends, and his Church, that great minis­
tering angel which stands to-day u.nd has for eighteen centuries stood 
at the bedside of the living and the dying, on every continent, 
under every sun, ever pointing in solemn majesty to Him who is the 
resurrection and the lifo. Senator BoGY was well known in Missouri, 
was greatly respected in every part of it. He was born in Sainte 
Genevieve, Missouri, or.. the 9th day of April, 1813, in the midst of 
the most cultivate~ part of the then Territory of Missouri. His ad­
vantages for education at that early day, in that sparsely settled part 
of the country were limited. He availed himself of the best school 
within his reach and means, a Catholie school at Perryville, Missouri, 
and soon by his energy and ability became one of the best scholars 
in that unpretentious schooL At the age of fonrteen'he became a 
victim to w bite-swelling in his right leg, which so completely pr<>s­
trated llim for eighteen months that he was unable to leave his bed. 

It was during those long, painful months that be filled his mind 
with those rich stores of h18tory, legend, and song which ever after­
ward made him the autocrat in the social circle, at the bar, in the 
forum, in the Senate. His attending physician during his illness was 
Dr. Lewis F. Linn, an accomplished gentleman and surgeon, who 
afterward became United Stat.es Senator from Missouri. Dr. Linn, 
discovering in his suffering patient a boy of rare promise, of strong 
mind, of graceful manners, of sweet voic£\, of genial disposition, of 
ambitions hopes, at once advised him to study law. He consulted 
his parents about the important step, and they, acquiescing in the 
proposition, sent him with an old family friend, William Shannon, to 
Kaskaskia, Illinois, to pursue the study with Nathaniel Pope, then 
judge of the United States district court and possessing th~ best law 
and miscellaneous library in that section of the country. Young 
DoGY, without undue pride, properly measuring his own inherent 
powers and feeling the deep impulses of his own aspirations to make 
a man worthy of the hopes of his parents and friends, wrote and 
sent to his mother the following letter, so significant, so plain, so 
worthy of imitation by the young men of our land: 

STE. G&..~VE, January 16, 1832. · 
On t.bis day I left home, under charge of Mr. William Shannol!.t an old friend of 

my father, to go to Kaskaskia to read law in the office of Judge .l:"ope. My educa­
tion ia limited, but with harn study I may overcome it. I am determined to try; 
and my intention is to return to my native State to practice law if I can qualify 
myself, and, while doing so, to work to become United States St>nator for my 
nativo State and to work for this until I am sixty years old. I will pray God to 
give me the resolution to persevere in this intention. I have communicated this 
to my mother and given her this paper to koop, so help me GLiwrs V. BOGY. 

This is but another instance of what determination and application 
can do. No boy, in this or any age, ever determined with a bold and 
tireless resolution to accomplish any fact, reach any point, attain any 
position in life, that it was not done. The resolution must not be a · 
feeble one, the licks struck must not be feeble ones, such as bend 
pins or crush straws, but must be that faith that removes mountains, 
the resolution that surmount-s all obstacles, the blows that weld 
great pieces of iron together, the will that says there is no such word 
as" fail." Who bnt a mother, sweet blessed mother, would have pre­
served for so many long years that little parcel of paper, written in 
a boyish hand, inspired by a boyish dream, so worthless then, so val­
uable after its fuHillmentT Others would have thrown it aside as 
the dreamings of a visionary boy, but that mother laid it away, 
embalmed in her sacred tears, with a mother's prayers, with a moth­
er's hopes. How often are a mother's hopes, a mother's tears, the pre­
monition " of coming events." 

Mr2. Bogy died before the son commenced his upward career, be­
fore he became "United States Senator for his native State." No 
man ever had truer, bolder, wiser friends anywhere than Senator 
BoGY had in Southeast Mil:;souri, and those people never bad a truer, 
nobler, wiser defender than Senator BoGY. Such friendship, such 
fidelity is worthy of the people, is worthy of their leader. They made 
the boy a Senator and he made himself an eloquent defender of them. 
People as well u.s occasions make some men great, in fact, create men 
for great purposes. The enthnsiasm of the French made Napoleon 
great, and he in return made France great by reason of that enthu­
siasm. If Senator BOGY was not possessed of a national reputation 
when elected Senator from his native State, he was familiarly known 
all over the State, be had served in the Legislature of Missouri, and 
was the equal and peer of such men as Blair, Rollins, Doniphan, and 
Hall, as brave, eloquent, and able men as ever graced the forum of 
any State. 

Early imbibing whig doctrines from such leaders as Clay, Webster, 
Clayton, and Ewing, he was ever rea-dy to defend all legitimate 
schemes of internal and foreign commerce, and to him we in Missouri 
owe much gratitude for the advanced position of our railroad and 
manufacturing systems, for he believed, as far back as 1832, that 
"Missouri was destined to become the leading Commonwealth of the 
Union." He had great and abiding faith in Mh;souri, her external 
and internal wealth, her immense capacities a~:d possibilities, and 
had not the evils of unwise financial legislation rested so heavily 
upon her his brightest anticipations would have been realized in his 
lifetime. He loved his native State with childish idolatry, and would 
resent any reflection upon its capacity or honor, its intelligence and 
its morality. When a law student at Lexington, Kentucky, in 1834, 
a New England minister who had been traveling through Indiana, 
Illinois, and .Missouri delivered a lecture on the" Far West" at Lex­
ington, and spoke disparagingly of Saint Louis, "it& commerce and 
business," of its religion and morality, of the abandoned character of 
the Jews, French, and Catholic Church. Mr. BOGY, then only about 
twenty years old, was in the audience, which was large and intelli­
gent. He listened to the lecturer with some patience until he ani­
madverted upon the women of his State with unbecoming severity, 
which so aroused the fiery zeal of his nature that he jumped from 
his seat and in a loud voice exclaimed, "Now, stop, sir! I pronounce 
what you say about Saint Louis and its people an absolute false­
hood." 

There was great consternation. The minister WI!.S staggered. He paused some 
time and then expressed a hope that ho would not meet again with such a rude 
and unwonted interruption. Mr. BOGY's friends tried to quiet him, but he got up 
again and said, "As long as you only slandered men I could stand it, but when you 
speak of my country women in the way -,on did I had to rebuke you and shall do so 
again if you dare to insult them again.' There was a distinct murmur of applause 
in the audience, and tho minister brought his lecture to a rather premature close. 

It was the spirit of the man developed in the boy at that early 
age. lt exhibited itself in every phase of his life, whether in the 
school-room, at the bar, in the Legislature, or in the Senate of the 
United States. No clearer sentences ever rang out upon the ear of 
the Senate than when, in a moment of great national excitement, he 
said: 

Sir, the names of Jeffreys and Norbury hg.ve come down to us in English his· 
t()ry for ages past, covered with disgrace and shame because they were corrupt 
judges; and the name of that man who changed h1s vote upon that commission so 
ae to change the votes of Florida from Tilden to Hayes [Justice Brauley] will go 
down to after-a~es covered with equal shame and disgrace. His namo will be as­
sociated with Norbury and Jeffreys, linked together by a chain of infamy, and 
never will it be pronounood without a. hiss from all good men in this country. 

As to the policy or impolicy of the utterance I have nothing t.o 
say at this time. I only use it as an illustration of his boldness 
and fearlessness when he believed a great wrong was being done. 

Senator BOGY was a man of enlarged views; nothing small or illib­
eral about him ; never looking for motes or blemishes in the char­
acter of any man, nev-er questioning the character of any one without 
cause; never making unbecoming remarks about ln.di.es, ever treat­
ing them with knightly courtesy and unsuspecting confidence ; as 
gentle and kind to children as a mother, and always ready to view 
human nature with a half-closed eye, and was ever more 1·eady to de­
fend tha.n to prosecute, to justify than to villify; had but little pa­
tience with a man claiming to be without faults, without regrets, for 
he said no man could be ~ood without having feelings of regret every 
day of his life because of some inconsiderate expression, some ra.sh 
act. He possessed an unusually well-balanced mind and temper; 
seldom irritated or irritable, always bright and cheerful at his own 
fireside and in the social circle, believing, as I have often heard him 
say, that life was too short for a man to make himself or others miser­
able by harsh remarks and vulgar passions; although a warm partisan, 
ever ready to defend his political and religious creeds with chivalmus 

· alacrity, yet his urbanity and earnestness were so distinguished a.s to 
secure even the respect of his opponents. He had few enemies any­
where, m3ny friends everywhere. His life was fnlll)f sweetness at 
home and abroad, ever marking him as a prince and a gentleman, a 
patriot and a Christian, a statesman and a Senator; never: even in the 
last days of his life, when misfortunes gathered fast and thick around 
rum, when the sharpened pains of the fatal disease were less than the 
pangs of a troubled mind, forgetting that he was a gentleman and a 
Senator. Such a man cannot be nnmad.e, cannot be broken down • . 

Not aJ.l the water in the rough Jude sea 
Can wash the balm from an anointed king. 

His life was a model one, worthy of severe imitation by the old as 
well as the young, and his memory should long be treasured in our 
own great State. His life may not have been as resplendent with 
some one marked deed, some one noted charity, some one brilliant 
speech a.s often gave great reputation to some men; but it was filled 
all the way from manhood to the grave with thousands of noble 
deeds, thousands of heaven-recognized charities, and countless speeches 
of the sweetest purity and happiest resnlts. He has left his impress 
on society, that will long survive him and be a rich heritage to his 
children. 

Mr. Speaker, noble deeds will be reported, distinguished services will 
be remembered, the works of good men follow them. Some one has 
uttered the golden thought that-

The planet, the pebble, goes attended by its shadow. The rolling rock leaves 
its track upon the moun taw, the river its cha_wel in the soil, the awmal its bones 

• 

( 
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in the stratum, the fern and the leaf its modest epitaph in the coaL The faJJ.ing 
drop makes its sepulcher in the sand or stone; not a foot steps in the snow or 
along the ground bot prints in characters more or less lasting a map of its march, 
and every act of the mnn inscribes itself in the memories of his fellows. The air 
is full of sounds, the sky of tokens, the ground is all memoranda and signatures, 
and every oQject is covered over with hints which speak to the intelligent. 

Senator BOGY as a Senator never forgot that he was once an un­
known school-teacher in the mountains of Kentucky; and the 
lessons he then learned made him in after-life, when the applause of 
listening Senators honored his career, considerate of and kind to 
young men struggling against the decrees of adversity. He never 
forgot that· he was once poor, once unknown, once "without a local 
habitation or a name." Vulgar minds, vulgar natures, only do. Be­
shai Halloncesaid: 

Sweet the destin.v of all trades, whether of the plow or the mind. Men who have 
raised themselves from a humble calling need not be a-shamed, but rather ought 
to be proudhbecause of the difficulties they have surmounted. The laborer on his 
feet stands igher than the king on his knees. 

Senator BoGY understood and appreciated such a sentiment. He 
was eminently a self-made man; and such are the practical men of life. 
They have trodden the upward paths of life by the light of daily ex­
perience. No other cloud by day or pillar of fire by night as their 
guide. Missouri has had and still has many men of superior ability to 
Senator BoGY, of greater brilliance; men capable of greater thoughts, 
of greater conceptions, of closer reasoning powers, of more logical 
acumen; men more dashing, who would secure the outer works of an 
opponent before Senator BOGY would move his forces; but when all 
the qualities are measured that enter into the man, that form the 
man, those enduring elements which take a soldier to the inner works, 
with head erect and arm unstrqng, then few indeed are found who 
surpassed him. 

He could always be relied on, as a man, a-s a lawyer, as a politician, 
as a statesman. The mind alone does not make the man ; if so, Bacon, 
whom the poet described as the wisest, meanest, basest of mankind, 
was a great man, in the full acceptation of that term, for his great 
mental powen were overshadowed by his great immoral qualities. 
A great man is not only great in his thoughts, but in all he does, in 
all his deeds, in all his actions, his mind being ever free from small 
conceptions and smaller executions, always seeking the elevation of 
society, of the stat.e, of the country. Measured by this rule, Senator 
BoGY was no common man, and the longer weare removed from him 
the greater will be our appreciation of that fact. At the time of his 
clea.th Senator BOGY was rapidly assuming an elevated position in the 
Senate. The slow hand of Time and Justice was removing without 
leaving a blemiih or a stain the evil surmises that his enemies had 
scattered broadcast over the country. At the time he entered the 
Senate and to-day there is no man of repute who will say aught 
against the public or private character of LEWIS V. BOGY. His 
honesty and veracity stand as impervious to slanderous attacks to­
day as his own cherished Iron Mountain stands llllshaken by the 
morning breeze or the evening zephyr. 

The cemeteries of Saint Louis contain many illustrious dead: 
Benton, the p:reat Senator, Geyer, Bates, Paschall, Blair, Polk, Green, 
and BoGY, all sleep that long sleep in almost adjacent graves. Few 
graveyards contain so many distinguished dead. They were all great 
men," immortal names that were not born to die." They have shed 
a halo of glory over the State of Missouri, and it is permissible for 
us from that State to bow around their graves with Christian love. 
Their memories are our idols, our household gods, cherished and loved; 
where we go they are taken, where we rest they are elevated. Such 
dead are an honor to any State, to any people. Missouri can point to 
them as bel' jewels as the motht\r of the Gracchi pointed to Ler sons 
as hers. May tl1e brightest flowers of spring bloom perennially over 
their graves. "To-day," as has been beautifully said, ''they are with 
the shadows. The race from which they sprung will never come 
again to this world. A wiser one may succeed to it, but never a 
purer, braver, stronger, and more patriotic." Great men's deeds should 
be incentives to be great men. The world is full of great men if the 
world only knew it. There is always a great leader for every great 
event, a Washington for every great revolution, a Clay for every great 
compromise. Great men have occupied seats in this House and the 
Senate and have died, and men equally as great do occupy their places, 
and the legislation moves on as of yore. It is well for us to mourn 
over our dead statesmen who have left us the rich heritage of liberty 
to preserve "safe against the tooth of time and razure of oblivion," 
and to perpetuate their memories in stainless marble and burnished 
brass; but at the same time we should remember that they had their 
faults-deep, broad, glaring faults-which should be avoided with 
the same resolution that prompts us to imitate their virtues. Word 
paintings do not make the dea-d perfect or imperfect. Their acts and 
thoughts have made their characters. "As the tree falls so it must 
lie." These occasions should teach the living that the great lesson 
of life, after all, is so to live in this world that when we are called 
hence "into the dark valley, with its weird and solemn shadows," 
we go with au unfaltering step, with the response, adsumt, glowing 
upon our lips, believing that death is but the beginning of a dCHtiny 
good or evil, that we have created for ourselves in the years gone by. 
Jf the tree is corrupt so will be the fruit when the bloom is gone; if 
bright and beautiful, so will be the production. 

Such men as BOGY and Morton are always missed when they die, 
always create a vacancy when they fall, as does the strong oak when 
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removed from its native forest by the hand of the woodman. It 
takes time, much time to fill the place. How greatly has the Senate 
changed in the last four years. To study that chano-e makes the 
hardest of us exclaim, "iu the midst of life we are in 8eath." How 
sadly, how eloquently Old Time's mutations are portrayed in this 
article, taken from one of the leading newspapers of the day: 

TIME'S CHANGES IN THE SENATE. 

After an interregnum of seventoon years the Senate is now full. There have 
been great changes since the Senate met in December, 1860. The QQvernment t:nns 
on and on, while the grave takes the governors. To the man familiar with the 
Senate of t.bat day, the changes death has made in the bod.v that itself never dies 
have a melancholy interest. Of those who were then Senators but two are Sena­
tors to-day: HANl!>.!BAL HAMLIN, of Maine, and HEYRY B. ANTHONY, of Rhode lsl· 
and. Notwithstanding the long term of the Senator who serves for six years and 
the tendency to re-elect, of the seventy-six Senators to-day but two were Senators 
less than three times six years ago. Pitt Ft>ssenden was in the Senat~ then, grim~ 
keen, commanding, but misanthropic, eeeming to have a spite against man kina 
because of the bitter love-accident to hi!! birth that sprnng from the nature of man· 
kind. Fessenden is dead. John P. Hale was there, brave, eloquent, witty, able 
t~ state his case with unsurpassed force and clearness. Hale is dtcad. Heur:v 
Wilson was there, politic, tireless, ambitious, making more of his native talen~ 
than almost any man in our history; and Wilson is dead. Sumner wall there, the 
student of the Senate, the man who alone in the Senate was able to summon all 
history and all literature to prove his point. MassiYe in his vanity. isolated in 
his tastes and life; and Sumner is dead. William Henry Seward was there, who 
bad been for ten years the idol of a great following and was the statesman of his 
party in 1860. Seward is dead. Stephen A. Douglas was there, his democracy pure 
and simple, and, running throngh the warp and woof of his nature, his loyalty to 
the Union, so deep-seated that not even disappointed ambition, always a destroyer 
of the best thincrs in men, could shake it. ''I am ready to act with any part:v, 
with any indivicfnalof any ~rty, who will comet~ this question with an eye single 
to the preservation of the Constitution and the Union," said Douglas in those tryiuJt 
hours. Douglas is dead. AndrewJohnsou was there, hisvoiceofthe bravest; and 
Andrew Johnson is gone. Geor~re E. Pugh was there, fresh from the laur3ls of 
Charleston, thatsluilltenortone ringing like a silvery bell through the Senate Cham· 
ber, clinging to the Union and to peace with tenacity, but to his beliefwith defiance. 
And that brilliant man sleeps. Jefferson Davis was there, saying, "If I could see 
any means by which I could avert the catastrophe of a struggle between the aec­
tions of t.be Union, my past life, I hope, gives evidence of the readiness with which 
I would make the effort. H, in the opinion of others, it be possible for me t{) do 
anythiucr for the pnblic good, the last moment while I stand here is at the com­
mand of the Senate. I will serve on the committee if the Senate choose." There 
were thirty-three States then. There were other shining namt>ll in the list of Sen­
ators. There were name-s less lustrous that take place in our history. R M. T. 
Hunter, Mason of Virginia, Robert Toombs, John J. Crittenden, Jesse D. Bright, 
Ben. Wade, Lyman TrumbuU, Yulee of Florida, Wigfall of Texas, Benjamin and 
Slidell, and the others, were then Senators. The graves have opened, and events 
have shifted the leaders. Five States have been added to the Union since that 
time: ten Senators have been added to the Senate of those ante bellum days. 
The Senate never dies! but how changed it is.-Cincinnati Enquirer. 

Are not these changes enough to make the living Senators of to­
day wonder when death will make its next conscription f With 
these illustrious names there is one not mentioned, strange as it may 
seem-John C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, who was every inch a 
man and a Senator, and was "the glass of fa-shion and the mold of 
form" to the whole country. Who that has read his valedictory ad­
dress, made January 4, 1859, upon the removal of the Senate from 
the old to the new Hall, can or will ever forget its lofty ideas and 
burning words f He, too, has gone to his restz and sleeps in the 
great bosom of Kentucky, with Clay and with Crittenden, with 
Rowan and with Underwood: 

• Immortal names, 
That were not born to die. 

Whenever the living cease to remember their dead, a death greater 
t.han the mere decay of the human body will sooner or later erase 
such a people from the map of the world. History, with its great iron 
pen, will, in few words, detail their rise, fall, and decay. 

Our forefathers saw this, and left us, as one of their legacies, a. 
reverence for the worthy dead. Cicero said " Vita enin~ nw1·tuoru1n in 
menwri.an~ vivorum. est posita." The life of the dead is placed in the 
memory of the living; in other words, a. virtuous people will always 
seek to perpetuate the memory of their virtuous dead. M:y sad task 
is over. Senator Bo~Y has closed his earthly career, and is in his grave 
awaiting the final summons. Calmly he slum\)ers beneath the soil of 
his native State, within the sound of the great city which gave him 
a home and a grave, and which with its half million of eager popu­
lation, ever stands, night and day, a vigilant sentinel over the tomb 
of its honored Senator. Embowered in the peaceful t~hade of his own 
beautiful resting-place, through whose stricken boughs the fierce 
wintry winds are now chanting their requiem, the Senator. the pa­
triot, the father, the husband, and friend sleeps that sleep that knows 
no earthly waking. As aMissiourian who knew and loved him well, 
I say, farewell, a long farewell, to as kind a friend, to as true a man, 
to as noble a patriot as ever lived. 

Lay him down gently at the iron door. 
I offer the following resolution : 
Resolvtd, That as a further mark of respect to the memory of Hon. LRWIS V. 

BOGY, late a Senator of the United States from the State of Missouri, thlS House 
do now adjourn. 
. The resolution was unanimously adopted; and accordingly (at five 

o'clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk's desk, 
nuder the rule, ancl referred as stated: 

By Mr. BAGLEY: The petition of 140 citizens of Little Falls, New 
York, against the reduction of duties on manufactured goods and 
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against the reimposition of the tax on tea and coffee-to the Com­
mittee of Ways and Mea.ns. 

By Mr. BLACKBURN: The petition of citizens of Kentucky, for a 
motiification of the whisky tax-to the same committee. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Kentucky, for the passage of the 
·rexas Pacific Railroad bill-to the Committee on the Pa{)ific Rail­
roa<l. 

By Mr. BOYD: Papers relating to the claim of Ann Gregory, of 
Washington, District of Columbia, to be refunded the amount paid 
for property purchased at a confiscation sale which baa since been 
declared void by the Supreme Court of the United States-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Samuel and Mary F. 
Mercer-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. COLE: The petition of citizens and business firms of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, and other citizens of the United States, that all per­
sons and companies, without preference, be ghen permission to land 
telegraphic cables on the shores of the United States-to the Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of P. N. Woods and other manu­
facturers and machinists, at Fairlield, Iowa, that tariff duties remain 
unchanged until thoroughly investigated-to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of John McEwan and other 
manufacturers of salt, at Bay City, Michigan, of similar import-to 
the same committee. ""' 

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of the Manufacturers and Mer­
chants' Exchange of Louisville, Kentucky, relating to the whisky 
tax-to the same committee. 

By Mr. l<'RYE: The petition of J. S. Clapp and other workingmen of 
Paris, Maine, that the tariff may not be hastily reduced-to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of John A. Purner, for compensa­
tion for damages done to his property in Washington, District of 
Columbia, by United States authorities-to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of clealers in leaf and mannfact­
nretl tobacco in Philadelphia, remonstrating against a reduction of 
t.he tax now imposed on manufactured tobacco-to the Committee of 
'Vays and Means. 

By Mr. KEU,ER: The petition of John Foos, manufacturer of lin­
seed-oil, and 46 farmers of Clark County, Ohio, that the tariff on 
flaxseed and linseed oil remain unchanged-to the same committee. 

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The petition of workingmen of Saint Jo­
seph County, Michigan, against tariff changes and against there­
imposition of tariff on coffee, tea, and sugar-to the same committee. 

By Mr. KILLINGER: The petition of the Milton Iron Company, 
at Milt.on, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain unchanged until 
thoroughly invCijtigated-to the same committee. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: Papers rf'lating to the claim of Howland Hemp­
hill-to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. LINDSEY: Remonstrance of Archibald Linn and 54 others, 
and of workingmen of Skowhegan, Maine, against a reduction of 
the dnty on foreign goods and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and coffee-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MAISH: Tho petitions of citizens of Stewartstown and 
Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any reduction of 
duties which protect labor, and against the reimposition of the war 
tax on tea and coffee-to tho same committee. 

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of D. W. Garver and others, of 
Milton, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax on manufactured tobacco­
to the same committee. 

By Mr. OLIVER: The petition of E. Huff and 77 other citizens of 
Osceola County, Iowa, against any change in the present tariff on 
flaxseed and linseed-oil-to the same committee. 

By Mr. PHELPS: 'Tho petition of Professor H. A. Newton, of Yale 
College, and others, for a change of the location of the national 
Naval Observatory-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. PRIDEMORE: Papers relating to the claim of R. M. Ely­
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: Remonstrance of Joseph 
Daly and others, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, against a reduction of 
duties which protect labor and against the reimposition of tax on 
tea and coffee-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: The petition of E. S. Sampson, for a post-route 
between Ottumwa and Fremont, Iowa-to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post.Roads. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: A paper relating to the pension 
~]aim of Harriet Leonard-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPRINGER : 'l'he petition of J. Capps & Son and 51 work­
ing men and women, engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods at 
Jacksonville, Illinois, against any reduction of the duties wuich pz:o­
tect their labor and against the reimposition of the tluties on tea ~ntl 
coffee-to t.he Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STARIN: The petitions of Brown Mowry and other manu­
facturers and residents of Schnylersville, New York, and of C. W. 
Mayhew a:utl 386 other manufacturers and mercllants of Victory~ New 
York, against the repeal of the resumption act and in favor of gold 
as a legal tender standard-to the Coii!m!ttet> on l3~nking and Cur-
rency. -

By Mr. STONE, of "Michigan : The petition of Ethan R. Clarke and 
55 other citizens of Michigan, for the remonetization of silver-to the 
same committee. 

Also, remonstrance of A. B. Long and 44 other citizens of Michigan, 
against a reduction of duties on foreign goodti-to the Committee of 
Ways anll Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relaf ing to the establishment of a post­
route between Lamberton, North Carolina, and Little Rock, South 
Carolina--to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By 1\Ir. WAIT: The pet.ition of Charles W. \Vs.lker and others, for 
a change in the postal laws relating to third-class mail-matter-to 
the same committee. · 

By Mr. WARD : The petition of 100 working men and women, 
engaged in the manufacture of woolen gloves iu Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania; and of 15 working men and women in factories in 
Chester, Pennsylvania, against a reduction of the tariff-to the Com­
mittee of Ways and Meaus. 

By llr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Resolutions of the Manufacturers 
and Merchants' Exchange of Louisville, Kentucky, for the speedy 
completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad-to the Committee on. tho 
Pacific Railroad. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of Nathan Alvord and 5G other 
citizens of Cambria Mills, Michigan, and vicinity, for the protection 
of wool-growers-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

IN SENATE. 
THURSDAY, Janum··y 24, 1878. 

Prayer by Rev. Professor JAMES D. BUTLER, LL. D., of Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before tLe Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with 
a resolution of tbe Senate of the 15th instant, a copy of the report of 
Indian Inspector E. C. Watkins, dated November 26, 1877, relative 
to the estn.blishment of a large Indian reservation or territory in the 
Colville country for the use and occupation of a portion or all reserva~ 
tion Indians now on the various reservations in the State of Oregon 
and the Territory of Washington; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND ME IORIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of the 'Voman's 
Christian Temperance Union of the State of Now York, signed by the 
officers, representing more than 2,000 women, praying Uongress tc 
provide by appropriate legislation for the appoiutn1ent of a commis­
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic, its relations to 
crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general public welfart>, antl the 
results of license and prohibitory legislation for the suppression of 
intemperance; wbich was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented the petition of Edward Perry, of C~mpany A, 
Sixth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, praying to be allowed a pen­
sion from t-he date of his discharge ; w hioh was referred to the Com­
mittee on Pensions. 

.Mr. HAMLIN. I present a petition signed by A. B. Richard, presi­
dent, and others, officers of the Lafayette Avenue Temperance ~ociety 
of Brooklyn, New York, of a character precisely similar to that just 
presented by the Chair. I move its reference to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES. I present a petition of a like character from the 

Massachusetts Temperance Alli.ance, signed by A. A. Miner, presitleut, 
and other officers. I move its referenc~ to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAWES also presented the memorial of Alvin S. Lyon and oth­

ers, workingmen of },al1 River, 1\fassachusetts, engaged in the man­
ufacture of cotton goods, remonstrating against a reduction of the d u­
ties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea ancl 
coffee; which was referred to tbe Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I beg leave to present the petition of 
Joseph F. Wilkins and many other citizens of Lynden, Illinois, pray­
ing for similar legislation with the other petitions concerning tile 
liquor traffic. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS. of ll1inoid. I present also the petition of John L. 

Reid and 20 others, workingmen engaged in the manufacture of 
woolen goods, at Charleston, Illinois, praying that t.hc dnties which 
protect their la.bor bo not removed, and also that tea and coift!e be 
pot taxed. I move its reference to tLe Committee on Finance. · 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CHR.ISTlANUY pre. ented the petition of James E. Jacklin, 

Robert Yerkes, 11nd otllers, citizens of Nashville, Michigan, prayiug 
Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appoi11tnrcnt 
of a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic, its 
;relations to crime~ :p~upe.ris~U1 t~~a.tion, an<l the general 1mblic wei-
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