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Michigan, for the establishment of a United States district court in
the upper peninsula of Michigan—to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary.

By Mr. JONES, of Alabama: The petition of N. H. Brown, of Mo-
bile, Alabama, for a reduction of the duty on lead-ore and litharge—
to the same committee.

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition 110 workingmen at the Falls of
Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, against any change of the tariff laws re-
ducing duties on foreign googl—ho the same committee.

Also, the petition of Mrs. Martha J. Coston, for relief—to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairs.

Also, the petition of 84 workmen of Manayunk, Pennsylvania,
against any change of the tariff laws reducing duties on foreign
goods—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. KIDDER : A paper relating to the establishment of a post-
route between Beale City and New Spotted Tail agency—to the Com-
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads.

By Mr. KILLINGER: T]ﬁﬂpetitiun of Murray, Dougal & Co.,
and other manufacturers, at Milton, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties
remain unchanged until thoronghly investigated—to the Committee
of Ways and Meauns.

By Mr. KNAPP: The petition of citizens of Illinois, for an appro-
priation for the improvement of Saint Paul and Sny Island levee—
to the Committee on Mississippi Levees. y

Bi Mr. LORING : Remonstrance of E. P. Whitman and others, of
Rockport, Massachusefts, against the reduction of duoties on cotton

to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr, McCOOK : The petition of D. R. Norvell and 35 others, ship-
owners and agents of the port of New York, against the passage of
House bill No. 2103, and that a thorough investigation be made of
the acts of the commissioner of that port—to the Committee on Com-

merce.

By Mr. McKINLEY : The petitions of Knowles, Taylor & Knowles
and other manufacturers of straw-china, &e., at East Liverpool, Ohio,
and of Eureka Steel and Iron Works, at Wellsville, Ohio, that tariff
duties remain nnchanged until thoronghly investigated—to the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of A. Coffin and other manufgetu-
rers of wool, lumber, &ec., at Ghent, Ohio, of similar import—to the
same committee.

By Mr. MORRISON : The petition of George W. Schussler and other
citizens of Bellville, Illinois, for the encouragement of rifle prac-
tice—to the Committee on Military Affnirs.

By Mr. REA: The petition of soldiers of the Forty-fourth and

" Forty-ninth Regiments Missouri Volunteers, for $33 additional boun-
ty—to the same committee.

Also, the petifion of citizens of Cameron, Missouri, that the duty
on flaxseed and linseed-oil remain unchanged—to the Committee of
Ways and Means. .

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Stephen Davis, for
a %ension—to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.

y Mr. RICE, of Obio: Papers relating to the pension claim of
Mary Walsh—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. RYAN : The petition of Guilford A. Wood, for relief—to
the Committee on Public Lands.

By Mr. SAMPSON : Papers relating to the bill for the relief of John
T. Phillips—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. SAPP: The petition of citizens of Iowa, for the removal of
limitations as to time for presenting claims for pensions—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, the petition of farmers of Iowa, that the tariff on imported
flaxseed remain unchanged—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

B{Mr. SLEMONS: Papers relating to the claim of Captain George
W. Cook—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. STONE, of Michigan: The petition of W. B. Croninger and
55 other citizens of Michigan, against the repeal of the tariff on
wool—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Iowa, for the
removal of limitation as to time for filing elaims for pensions—to the
Committee on Invslid Pensions.

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York: The petition of 175 flax-spin-
ners of Rensselaer County, New York, against a reduction of tariff
duties—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of fire-brick manufacturers of Troy, New York,
-against the reduction of duties on fire-bricks—to the same committee.

By Mr, TOWNSEND, of Ohio: The petition of Edward Lewis and
120 other citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, employés of iron manufacturers,
against any modification of the tariff laws to the detriment of Ameri-
can industries—to the same committee.

Also, the petition of Grassell Chemical Works Company, and 52
citizensof Cleveland, Ohio, engaged in the manufacture of chemicals,
of similar import—to the same committee.

By Mr. TUELNEY: Papers relating to the claim of Charles Gear-
ing—to the Committe on War Claims.

y Mr. WAIT: The petition of Nathaniel Shipman, and others,
that the time for holding the fall term of the district court of the
United Siates for the E'Lst.rict of Connecticut be changed—to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WALSH : The petition of Charles K. Ramsburg, of Freder-
ick %it—y, Maryland, for relief—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. WARD : The petition of 109 citizens en in the manu-
facture of cotton and woolen goods at Glen Riddle, Pennsylvania,
and of 152 citizens of Phenixville, Pennsylvania, engng;g in the
manufacture of iron, bridges, and pottery, inst any reduection of
tariff duties—to the Committee of Ways angﬂ}ms.

By Mr, WARNER: The petition of C.¥. Raymond, for pension-
money due the widow of Jesse Smith—to the Committee on Revolu-
tionary Pensions.

Also, the petition of Silas and Seth Hurd, for compensation for
damages sustained by them in the improvement of the Housatonic
River—to the Committee of Claims.

Also, the petition of Jacob Rath, to berelieved of the charge of de-
Alugl'on from the United States Army—to the Committee on‘iliiitary

irs,

By Mr. WILLIAMS, of Michigan : Resolutions of the State Grange
of Michigan, against black-mailing patent-right vendors—to the Com-
mittee on Patents.

Also, resolutions of the State Grange of Michigan, favoring the
building of a ship-canal across the State from Lake Michigan to
Lake Erie—to the Committee on Commerce.

Also, the petition of William D. Ingersoll, late second lieutenant
mh Michigan Cavalry, for relief—fo the Committee on Military

1rs. \
Mr. YOUNG : Papersrelating to the claim of the Masonic Lodge
at Colliersville, Tennessee—to the Committee on War Claims.

IN SENATE.
WEDNESDAY, January 23, 1878.

The Senate met at twelve o’clock m.
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUNDERLAND, D. D.
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a message of the
President of the Uunited States, transmitting, in answer to a resolution
of the SBenate of November 16, 1877, reports made by the Attorney-
General and the Secretary of State on the seizure of lnmber and tim-
ber by the agents and marshals of the United States in the States of
Alabama, Florida, and Mississippi; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS,

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present the memorial of E. B. Powell and
64 otbers, workingmen of Belleville, Illinois, engaged in the manu-
facture of nails in the Belleville Nail Works, remonstrating against
any reduction of the duties which protect their labor. They also
remonstrate against the reimposition of the war tax upon feu and
coffee, which was abolished, they say, by the friends of the working-
men. I move the reference of the memorial to the Commifttee on
Finance.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. presented the memorial of J. 8. Clapp and others,
workingmen of Paris, Maine, engaged in the manufacture of box-
board, remonstrating against the uction of the duties which pro-
tect their labor and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea
and coffee ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. KERNAN presented petitions of citizens of the counties of
Madison, Franklin, Monroe, Chemung, Orange, Oswego, Rensselaer,
and Genesee, in the State of New York, and citizens of the city of
New York, praying that silver be remonetized and the resumption
act repealed ; which were referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the memorial of Erastus Sweet and
others, workingmen of ‘Trenton, New Jersey, eng in the manu-
facture of erockery; the memorial of Thomas W. Beattie and others,
workingmen of Camden, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture of
woolen goods; and the memorial of Thomas Davis and others, work-
ingmen of Trenton, New Jersey, engaged in the manufacture of
crockery, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports
and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which
were referred to the Committes on Finance. .

Mr. BECK presented the memorial of G. W. Thomas and others,
workingmen of SBharpsburgh, Kentucky, remonstrating against a re-
duction of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the
EM tax on tea and coffee; whichewas referred to the Committee on

nance.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of the
Pennsylvania Cotton Mills, manufacturers of cotton, of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, employing two hundred and sixty-five workmen, pray-
ing that Congress will fake no action concerning a revision of the
tariff duties until after it shall have ascertained by an official inquiry
the condition of the industries of the country and that the nature of
the proposed tariff legislation is such as in the opinion of practical
business men wonld t promote the restoration of general pros-
perity ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

He also presented the memorial of Samuel 8. Ford and 217 others,
workingmen employed by Powers & Weightman, of Philadelphia,
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Pennsylvania, and the memorial of Henry Slocum and others, work-
ingmen, of Pittsbargh, Pennsylvania, engaged in the manufacture of
window flass, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on im-
ports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ;
which were referred to the Committee on Finance.

He also presented the memorial of Armstrong, Brother & Co. and
other buosiness firms and citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,en §u zed
in the manufacture of corks, remonstrating against any legislation
by Congress affecting or changing the present duty upon imported
corks; which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. MATTHEWS presented the memorial of Richard Stevens and
others, workingmen of Union Vale, Harrison County, Ohio, engaged
in the manufacture of woolen goods, remonstrating against a reduc-
tion of the duties on imports and against the reimposition of the war
tax on tea and coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. EATON presented the petition of Professor H. A. Newton and
others, of Yale College, New Haven, Connecticut, ealling the atten-
tion of Con to the unfortunate location of the Naval Observa-
tory at Washington, and praying for early legislation by Congress
such as will authorize its removal to a healthier and better location ;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. COCKRELL presented the petition of Mrs. Emma J. Crain,
daughter of George gmith, late private of Company C, Ninety-fourth
1llinois Regiment, praying payment of the pension and bounty dae
to her late fatker; which wasreferred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. SARGENT. 1 present the petition of about 3,000 citizens, res-
idents and tax-payersin the counties of Los Angeles, San Diego, San
Bernardino, Ventura, and Santa Barbara, in the State of California.
They represent that large subsidies, congressional, State, and local,
public and private, have been granted fo the Southern Pacific Rail-
road Company, which company has now constructed its road through
their territory to the Colorado River ; that since such construction it
has established oppressive rates of freights and fares and has com-
bined with ocean steamship companies to do the same, and has so
diseriminated against the southern portion of the State as to destroy
its commerce, reduce its trade, cripple its agrienltural interests, par-
alyze its industries, and threaten it with financial ruin. They say
that against these oppressions they have petitioned without relief
and that it is their deliberate judgment that a competing transconti-
nental railroad is the only present relief aud the only guarantee for
future prosperity. They therefore ask that such congressional aid
and enconragement be gli\:en as shall assure the speedy construction
and completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad, and that such aid be
granted with such restrictions as shall forever compel it to be and
remain a competing line from the Southern Atlantic to the Southern
Pacific seaboard. I move that this petition, which is signed by the
names of many eminent citizens among others of that portion of Cal-
ifornia, be referred to the Committee on Railroads.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. WALLACE ted the petition of William Simmons and
others, citizens of E!ﬁlaﬂelphia, ennsylvania, glmyi]]g for the pas-
sage of a pension bill reco%’nizing the claims of pensioners who are
sufferers, as is alleged, by the provision of an unwise limitation law ;
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. THURMAN presented the petition of Black, Daker & Co., manu-
facturers of iron and steel, of Wellsville, Ohio,employing thirty work-
men, and the petition of the Bryan Manufacturing Company, of Bryan,
Ohio, employing sixty-five workmen, prayinﬁ that Con will take
no action concerning a revision of the tariff duties until after it shall
have ascertained by an official inquiry the condifion of the industries
of the country and that the nature of the proposed tariff legislation
is such as in the opinion of practical business men would best pro-
mote the restoration of general prosperity; which were referred to
the Committee on Finance.

Mr. DAWES presented the memorial of John Tracy and others,
workingmen of Banecroft, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture
of g}?er; the memorial of Joseph Daly #nd others, workingmen of
Pittefield, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of woolen
goods; and the memorial of William Hibbert and others, workingmen
of South Wal£ole, Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of
socks, gloves, &e., remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on
imports, and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee;
which were referred to the Committes on Finance.

Mr. DAWES. I present a petition very numerously signed by cit-
izensof Waltham, Massachusetts, engaged in themanufacturing indus-
tries, lEmyiug the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives
that if they wish to compete in the markets of the world for the sale
of the goods produced by the labor and skill of the laboring men of
the United States, “and would help us te extend the commerce of the
nation, we ask you to stand by the resumption act.” I move the ref-
erence of the petition to the Committee on Finance.

The motion was agreed to,

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented the memorial of Thomas C. Carson,
John P. Irish, and 25 other residents of Iowa City, Iowa, protesting
afnst the passage of the bill now pending in Congress known as the
Bland silver bill; which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. OGLESBY presented the memorial of W. A. Oliver and 60 other
workingmen of Jacksonville, Illinois, en in the manufacture of
woolens, remonstrating against a reduction of the duties on imports,

and against a reimposition of the war tax on tea and coffee ; which
was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. MORGAN. I present the memorial of a committee appointed
by a convention held at Chattanooga, praying for an appropriation
by Congress for the removal of Mnscle ghoa.la obstruction to the navi-
gation of the Tennessee River. I beg leave to say that this conven-
tion was called at the instance of the govemorsof Tennessee, Alab,
Kentucky, Mississippi, and Ohio. The petition is one of very great
importance, and I ask leave of the Senate to have it printed for the
use of the Senate, and also in the RECORD.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be printed and re-
ferred io the Committee on Commerce, if there be no objection.

The memorial is as follows:

To the President og the United States, i
the heads of Departments, and Members of the two Houses of Congress :

Your memorialists respectfully set forth that on the 5th of December, 1577, there
toasﬂemhlnd ot Chattanooga, Tennessee, a convention pursnant to the iolj.owing call,

wit:

“BTATE OF TEXSESSEE, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
“ Nashrille, November 8, 1877,

* Whereas I have received a certificate of the passage of the following resolution
by a meeting of the citizens of Chattanooga, Tennessee, to wit:

** *Be it resolved, That a convention of the people of the Tennesseo Valley be called
to assemble at the city of Chatt gza, T , on the 5th of December, A. D.
1877, for the purpose of perfecting measures and making an earnest and united ap-
peal 1hroul§_h the representatives of the people to im; upon Congress the neces-
sity of making immediate and suflicient approp: on tosecure the completion of
the improvement of the Tennessee River, especially at the Muscle Shoals, in the
shortest possible time.

‘* * That the cities, villages, and connties of the Tennessce Valley, boards of trade,
and other associations thronghout the country be invited to send delegates to said

convention.
*** That the governors of the States of Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and Ken-
tucky and other States be requested to unite in this call, reciting this resolntion,

and inviting to the convention the people of their respective States and of the whole

coun .
e “+J. B. COOKE,
“ ‘Chairman.

“:J, E. McGOWAX,
' ‘Secretary.!

“ Now, therefore, I, James D. Pomut;l.iguzvomor of the State of Tennessec, together
with the governors of other States g in this eall, whose signatures are sub-
scribed hereto, do hereby give notice that at the city of Chattanooga, on the 5th day
of December, A. D. 1877, a convention will be held for the purposes expressed in the
foregoing resolution. We further e on all interested to send delegates to said
convention as requested in the resol ¥

“JAMES D. PORTER,

“Governor of Tennessee.
“GEORGE 8. HOUSTON,
“Governor of Alabama.
“JAMES B. McCREARY,
“Governor of Keantucky.
“J. M. STONE,
“Governor of Aississippi.
“THOMAS L. YOUKG,
“Governor of Ohio.”

of two hundred and fifty delegates, representing
commercial, agricultural, min and manufacturing interests in the States
of Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and North Carolina. d delegates are among
the most en . wealthy, and public-spirited citizens of the States they rep-
resented. Among other pmoeedi.ngja had at said convention the following pream-
ble and resolutions were unanimons lﬂ);ﬂaflﬂ ted : . :

*Whereas it has been l‘apeat.edégn Wi t{ surveys made by distinguished engin-
eers from 1823 l;grt.o the present time that the T River p all the
characteristics lung-tﬁ. width, volume, of , and number of
miles of nataral navigation reco, in first-class rivers; and

‘““YWhercas this river is navigable for steamers of from four to five feet dravght
the year round a distance of three hundred and thirty miles from its mouth to
Florence, Alabama; and )

“Whereas a section of the river extending a distance of thirty-eight miles above
Florence iadobsi:-uctad by a serfes of impediments commonly known as Muscle

; an

i Whereas this river is further navigable for steamers of three feet draugld from
the head of Muscle Shoals to the City of Knoxville, ‘l'ennessce, a distance of three
hundred and eighty-nine miles, for nearly nine months annually ; and :

“Whereas the lirge territory east and west of Muscle Shoals through which the
Tennessee River flows embraces North Alabama,

East Tennessee, portions of Georgia, Virginia, North Carolina; and

“YWhereas this vast region possesses in great abundanceall the latent elementa of
prosperity, as well as a congenial climate; yet, with this combihation of natural
resources the country shes for cheap transportation: Therefore,

1. Beitresolved, That the improv of the River, y at the
Mausele Shoals, s earnestly and urgently requested by the people of the térrito
aforesaid ; that the work is one of national &rt.moo, required 4s i comme
highway and as a ligament to bind th Stats cially and polit-

I .

“g. Resol That Senat d Representatives in Congress from all the States
i o I :.ﬁzh?r:‘is:g y cmm‘mmm LN 1o Tha Shiktont pox
cient riation with the view to com; 8 Wor e pos-
sigllle g‘?:?tﬂ?:di.n the way and manner al?&ady prescribed by the engineer depart-

t. .
R . Resolved, That the president of this convention t a committee of three
memorial

to °a to Con setting forth the substance of the facts em-
Mm in the report on statis mc‘:’}:mm to this convention—which said report
is herewith reported as part h —and that the pam‘ba presented by the con-
vention (duly certified by the officers thereof) to President of the United
States, heads of Departmeénts, and the members of the two Houses of Congress,

4. Resolved, That under the direction of the governor of Tennessee the proceed-
ings of this convention, together with the mem: to be presented, and such other
reports, papers, and documents as shall be deemed important, s through the
executive committee hereafter appointed, be compiled and published in pamphlet
form, and that copies thereof be sent to the President of the United States, the
heads of Departments, and to members of both Houses of Congress.

5, Resolved, That the president of the convention be instructed and authorized
to appoint a delegation of at least five to visit Washington during tho present ses-

Said convention was composed

L
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sion of Congress to nurge before the committees of Congress the subject-matter of
which the memorial to be prepared will be com: i

* 6. Resolved, That an executive committee of seven be appointed by the president
of this convention, to be known as the executive committee on the improvement
of the Tennessee River.

9. Resolved further, That when this convention adjourns it adjourn to mees sub-
Jject to the call of said executive committee.”

The undersigned, being chosen as the memorial committee provided for in the
foregoing, have compiled, from the statistical report therein mentioned and from
various sources of information, the following statement of the imy , nation-
ally considered, of the removal of the Muscle Shoals obstruction to the navigation
of tho Tennessee River :

THE RIVER—LENGTH—VOLUME OF WATER—COURSE—RANKS SIXTH AMONG AMERICAN
ETREAMS.

The Tennesseo River rises in the southwestern part of the State of Virginia, and
flows southwesterly, in its general direction, 280 miles, to Knoxville, Tennessee ;
thence in the same direction, 60 miles, to Loudon, Tennessee. At this
point it turns at right les and flows northwesterly, cutting throngh several
subordinate ridge& 24 miles, to Kinﬁtgu, Tennessee, where it unites with the
Clineh River, one of its principal tributaries. At Kingston theriver tumssbmptl{v
and runs sonthwesterly, 110 miles, to the city of Chattanooga, Tennesses. Hereit
makes another ahmﬁfnl.um and flows 19 miles nanhwuberfy, throngh the eastern
arm of the Cumberland Mountains, to the ** Boiling Pot,” formerly anobstruction
but now removed. At this point the river makes a sharp deflection and flows
in & tortuouns southwesterly on, 41 miles, to Bridgeport, Alabama ; thence in
a uniform southwesterly course, curving sl’{fg tly to the westward, 74 miles, to
Guntersville, Alabama. Here it turns at right angles and flows northwesterly,
gently curving to the northward, 51 miles, to Decatur, Alabama ; thence in the
game course, 10 miles, to Brown's Ferry, the head of the Muscle Shoals ofgmnp of
obstructions; thence in the same ral direction, 38 miles, to the foot of Muscle
Shoals, 1 mile above Florence, Alabama; thence, 34 miles, to Waterloo, Al
Here the river turns nally and flows northerly 296 miles, and empties into
the Obio at Padocah, Kentucky.

RECAPITULATION OF DISTANCES.

an,
m

Miles.
From source of river t0 Knoxville .ccccc.caiciacsacnsanrsssasansnaancanioasas S50
From Knoxville to Loudon. ............ 60
From Loudon to 1.~ v Oy g = 4 24

From Kingston to Chattanooga......... EUARETE R A SR e S S b 6
From Chattanooga to Boiling Pot......ceeenresessnencancemacescneanecceee.. 19
From Boiling Pot to Bridgeport. ..... =5 T R T LT SUiC Ty 41
From Bridgeport t0 Guntersville.......ccccscasnnasasnssnsssnssnsnsmmessens 1
From Guntersville to Decatur ... 51
From Decatur to Brown's Ferry. . 10
From Brown's Ferry to Florence. 39
From Florence to Waterloo. ..... 33
From Waterloo to Padneah . ... ooocroceiminnnncnsnmnnssrssnannnssnnasrns 290
A total distance equal to....... S e e e e A A e L R B Gy
The annual volume of water in the Tennessee River is equal to that of the Ohio,
and its average width from Enoxville toPaducah is five hundred 5. Itsa
depth is fully three feet from the head of Muscle 8hoals to Enoxville for nine mon

annually, and its average d from Florence to Paducah is fully three feet the
year round. Its banks are high and per and its ol 1is stable and un-
changeable. For nearly three-fourths of its length it flows through silurian and
carboniferous formations, therefore sand and gravel bars are very rarely found.
The boatmen who learned its channel forty years ago have L not new
gince. In consideration of these general characterist w width, d vol-
ume, permanence of channel, and number of miles of navigation, the Ten-
nessee ranks sixth in magnitude among the rivers of the North conti-
nent. It was adopted, in 1874, by the Senate Committee on Transportation, from
Paducah to Guntersville, as one of the great water-lines of the ceuntry. It flows
through five great States and binds together all by the ligaments of commerce, and
the work of its improvement, can be no less national in character than
that which guards against national foes.

PRESENT CONDITION OF NAVIGATION.

From Paducah to Florenee there is no serfous im ent to navigation, as
steamboats of from four to five feet draught are plying regulnrl{abetween these
mm the year round. the head o!ngdu.sole ghaals steamboats of three feet

ght are navigating to Knoxville nearly the entire year. Kaﬂmgnis not,
however, restricted above Knoxville. For five months in the year of light
draught ascend 125 miles above Enoxville on the Upper T 55 miles
the Little Tennessee, 150 miles up the Clinch, 40 miles up the Hiwassee, 75 miles
up vtihe tl;;nch Broad, and 50 miles up Powell's River, making 395 miles of tributary
navigation.

THE MUBCLE EHOALS.

Between Brown's Ferry, 10 miles below Decatur, and Florence, a distance of 38
miles, is a group of itﬁ%ﬁ!mﬂnm to navigation, commonly known as the Muscle
Shoals, consisting of River, Big Musga and Little Muscle Shoals,
by deep interval pools of navigable water. This section of the river is underlaid
b w? hard siliceous rocks. This quality has enabled them to resist the abra-

of the water, and has compelled the river to expand suddenly from fifteen
hundred feet to one, two, and three miles in width, to accommodate its maximum
flow. Over thesg obstructions navigation is absolutely impracticable, exceptin sea-
sons of flood, and then only a few days in the year., Hence there is no outlet to a
union with northern and western rivers for the commerce on these u ten hun-
dred and four miles of natural navigation u streams whose area is
equal to fifty-four thousand square miles, and what should bave ] ce been
one of the main commercial highways, is still throttled at Muscle Sh

The Tennessee River, and eapecia wF the section crossing Muscle Shoals, has been

repeatedly and carefully s th a view to its improvement, nunder author-
ity of Con, by boards of United States elr;'l};h:oers. in 1828, 1830, and 1831; b
Colonel 8. H. Long, United States eer, in 1830; by Colone

James Kearney, United States Enﬁt:mr. 1835 ; by Colonel William B. Gaw, civil
engineer, under the direct.on of vet Major-General G. Weitzel, major United
States Engineers, in 1867. Theestimates of the engineers for overcoming the Mus-
cle Shoals obstructions from §1,500,000 in the early reports, to £3,044,967 in
Gaw's to Weitzel, which contemplated more extensive improvements, better

wide by three hundred feet between the miter sills.
dimensions of the canal and locks with Gaw's re
ent plan of improvement under the tion of Alajor
neﬁ:n charge ; thongh, as shown farther on in ‘
to h the work will admit of a considerable reduction from earlier estimates,
made when prices of labor and material were much higher than now.

The improvement consists in un.la{FInﬁ]and m?aumgd tho old canal, which was
built about forty years §D and which had failed and fell into disuse because
it could not be approached in low water from either direction, on account of Elk

ver Shoals above and Little Muscle Shoals below. The upmt roject of im-
provement includes the improvement of these shoals, as well as Big Muscle Shoals,
the latter being the 001;1]5' portion of work in progress at present, except at Colbert
and Little Muscle Shoals.

The {filiowi.ng abstract from the records of the Engineer Office is furnished by

Major g:
Character of the shoals.

The Great Muscle Shoals obstruction begins at Florence, Alabama, 255 miles
from the mouth of the river, and extends nearly to Brown's Ferry, 38} miles above
Florence, and about 10 miles below Decatur.

The obstruction consists of three parts, separated by intervals of navigable
water, as follows, beginning at Florence :

1. Little Muscle “gﬁ 5 miies long and fall of 23 feet.

2. Ome and one-half miles deep water at Bainbridge Ferry.

3. Big Muscle Shoals, 14.5 miles lonﬁ‘. and 84.6 feet fall.

4. Five miles of deep water at Lamb's Ferry.

5. Elk Biver Shoals, about 0 miles long and a fall of 26 feat.

6. The remainder of the distance to Brown's Ferry, and in fact from thence to
Chattanooga and Knoxville, a distance of 330 miles, is now navigable by steamers,
although certain improvements are contemplated at different points along this
part of the river to give still better navigation.

THE PRESENT COXNDITION OF THE WORK

At Muscle Shoals is as follows: At Little Muscle Shoals work has been com-
menced looking to the improvement of this part of the obstruction by excavating
the reefs and build ing spur-dams at certain points to check the ve[’t;city of the
current and give the necessary depth of water at all points. A temporary dam,
1,400 feet long, has be en built across the head of the north chute to keep the water
out while the workis going on. After the excavation is completed this dam will
ber d and a pern t stone dam will be built across the south chute to
throw as much water into the new channel as may be required.

The lengih of time required to complete this part of the improvement will nec-
essarily depend ve_? much apon the s%lfo of water during the working season, but
with a good luck in this respect it is expected that one year's work will
Ve a depth of channel, and that two, or at moat three years, will finish all
@ dams and make the impr t and

THE WORK AT BIG MUSCLE SHOALS

Consists in rebuilding and enlnrginﬁ]th old canal built more than forty years
ago by the State of bama from the proceeds of the sale of public lands do-
nated for t;il:\t}tg1 by the General Government. This canal was from 60 to 70
feet wide, with 17 locks 32 feet wide and 118 feet long, with an av e lift of 5
Teet. The new canal will have only 10 locks. They will be 60 feet wide and 300
feet.ég:lﬁin the chamber. Eight of these locks are under two of them
are y completed, and a third is about half done. The contractor for the other
five is just commencing work. The locks are all to be founded npon the rock and
to be made of hmvz::loeha of cut stone and rubble laid in hydraulic cement.

The canal trunk is to be from 70 to 100 feet wide at the water-line and 6 feet
ting at extreme low water in the river.
owini is o statement of the quantities of work done on the Muscle
Shoals Canal to November 30, 1877:

Earth excavation, 336,390 cubic ly:n!s

Earth embankment, 165,550 cubic s

Rock excavation, 50,275 cubic A

Slope wall, 4,010 cubic yards.

Grubbing and clearlng.a‘lfﬂ.s& feres.

Cut stone masonry, 3,581 cubic yards.

Tubble masonry, 9,802 cubic yards.

Concrete, 115 cubic yards. :

Removal of masonry of old locks, 3,909 eubic yards.

About seven and one-half miles of the canal have been enlarged and completed,
leaving seven miles yet to be done.

AT ELK RIVER BHOALS

No work bas been done, but a recent survey, made with a view to locating the
works required for this improvement, indicates that a very great saving of expense
can be etfected by the south side of the river, ntilizing certain natural
channels and at the same time avoiding a troublesome crossing of Elk River.

The estimate for improving Muscle Shoals, as submitted by Major Walter Mec-
Farland, in his report of 1873, was £4,000,000; of which amount there has been
appmﬁgntad at various times, §1,035,000; bot of this latter sum about §434,000
have been expended upon Muscle Shoals, and §260,000 at other points un the river,
lezving a balance of 321,000 to pay for work under existing contracts. The sum
still to be appropriated is thezef‘nm £3,222,000. Probably not more than two-
thirds of this amount will be required, in conseq of reductions made and to
be made as already explained.

[Major King's opinion that ghe gross estimate for the work at the shoals was too
large is impor t to bo observed, as he ia the efficer nnder whose charge most of
the money been expended in that locality, and he has already mada%n.rgo Bav-
ings by modifying the old plans in some instances and abandoning them in others.
He is very sure a saving of at least §1,000,000 can be realized on the older estimates,
withont s'lighting the work, though considerable of such saving would be the effect
of lower prices for labor and material than when the first estimates were sub-

mitted.

As to the time yet needed to complete the improvements, Major King says:
“ There is every reason to believe that the work can be completed within the esti-
mated cost if prosecuted as it should be; and under the same conditions it can be
ugrlng}etod in about three years from the time adequate appropriations are avail-
able.

the latter amount and
rt, and also with the pres-
. R. King, caplain of engi-
4nl t%e i 1= 9

L

deep, exce
The fo

IMPORTANCE OF THE WORK.

The great importance of this work, forming as it does a conneeting link between
s0 many miles of navigable water above and so many miles of navigable water

below, commends it to the Zutlgment at once as the most important of our internal
i‘m‘fh ts, and it aht be completed without delay.
0

ad:l)‘lad the increased devel ts of the country than the former
Walter McFarland, nmior of Ugted States Engineers, in charge of the T
River improvementin 1872, made a careful survey of the Muscle Shoals group of
obstructions, and arrived at his conclusion, as follows: ** The scheme pro by
the board of internal Went&. 1831, cannot be improved usgnl;, for the pas-
8; and the work mow remaining to be e, in order to
uﬂ?ﬂ:llt out, is to put theold eanal in condition, toconstruct the canals arornd
Elk River Shoals and Little Muscle Shoals together with the basins p for
mﬁdn%them with the south shore.” He estimates the entire cost to be from
$2,128,500 w,o-zeiggn, according to the width and depth of the canal and width
and length of the lock chambers. The latter amount is the estimate for the trunk
of a canal one hundred feet wide at the surface, six feet deep, and locks sixty feet

ining amonn v to finish the improvement at Muscle Shoals is
surely an insignificant sum for a public work of such importance.

BAVING.

Will enough be saved to justify the cost? It will save by reducing the freight
on every ton of coarse freight moved from Knoxville or Chattanooga north-

or southward by water or ‘gg rail.
Ithas been to the Chiet of the Burean of Statistics, Washington, District
of Columbia, 1876 : That the ave: cost of moving one ton of freight from Louis-
wille to Cha .62, and the average c for moving one ton

ttanooga, 336 miles, is
the same distance is £5.64 ; while on the Ohio River the average costof
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one ton of coal from Pittsburgh to Lonisville, a distance of 600 miles, is only 56 cents,

yet the distance is nearly twice as t. Andthe nvumﬁom of oa.rr{‘lnfono ton
of coal from Pittsburgh to New Orleans, a distance of 2,000 miles, is only §1.05. In
both instances the isearried in barges towed by powerful steamers. Itis

a nuted fact, however, that freights have been carried, for long distances, on the
Neow York Centrcl and Hudson River Railroads in 1875 at 66 cents %r ton per
mile. Buat, says the auditor of the canal department, State of New York, 1876:
“The ing ﬁ!a inst the water route is unqueaﬁonnbg ca g ﬁ“’“
loss to the roads. _Of this fact we only know what the officers of the roads choose
to make publie. For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1869, the year preceding
the reduction in canal tolls, the gross eﬂn&ngs of the New York Central and Hod-
son River Railroad Company exceeded the payments, other than for construction,
§1,147,707.65, and for 1875, the payments, other than for construction, exceeded the
gross earnings §1,581,654.20."

The abo. e rates, 66 centat{gertonpﬂmﬂe. is the lowest rate ever before touched in
the history of rail freighting, except in faa?onry exigencics. Vet at this rate it
would cost §13.20to carry a ton of coal %: miles by rail. Hence, says Professor
Ma?e;}‘..'itis almost childish to compare the cost of rtation by ** rail versus
water.

WHO GETS THE BENEFIT OF CHEAP TRANSPORTATION 1
The nation, commerce, and the world are all enriched by it ; but those nupon whom
it ¢ nfers most benefit are the ncers and cons whose stuffs and mer-
chandise are transported. Inthis case the farmer * has the t stakeof allinthe
fence,” says an eminent writer. 'Whether he sells his grain to his factor or his next
door neighbor, he asks the same. 1t is the price of produce in the great commer-
cial centers, less the expense of getting it there, that regulates the price at home.

EESOURCES OF THE COUNTEY.

The territory whose natural outlet to the commerce of the country is cut off by
the obstructions at Muscle Shoals comprises some fifty-six thousand square mﬂeﬁ
embracing N o, part of an

dle Tmnease%ﬂll of East Tennessee,
portions of Georgia, Vi ia, and North Carolina. e soil for the most is
rich and productive, and the staple agricultural products are cotton, ce and
gk e S e b s St p | R S

iomer o iculture, State of Tennessee, the oy o e Tennessee, above
Muscle Shoals, produced 7,009,564 bushels of wheat, 24,179,106 bushels of corn,
3,839,969 bushels of oats, 116,744 tons of hay, 62,074 bales of cotton, live stock of
the value of £27,771,909, and forest products of the value of §377,745.

The same aunthority furnishes the following: **The region drain the Ten-
nesseo River bélow the Muscle Shoals, embracing parts of Tennessee, Kentucky,
Alabama, and Mississip uced for the year 1876 the following: 1,429,612
bushels of wheat, 13,742,141 els of corn, 745,692 bushels of oats, 20,302 bales of
hay, 61,852 bales of cotton, live stock of the value of §16,281,661, and forest pro-
ducts of the value of §74,978.”

With cheap transportation to stimulate and encourage production the Tennessee
Valley mi&‘ht in a few years donble these amounts.

The lands are capable of prod in great abundance, but they are not worked
to their best advantage on account of the lack of trans tion to markef, which
the improvement at the Muscle Shoals wounld =s|:u:h1:l§i ‘he valley is well timbered
with white, red and post oak, ash, hickory, locust, bireh, cherry, gum, black wal-
nut, maple, red cedar, holly. beech, white and yellow poplar, yellow and long-leaf
pine, and several other kinds of not much valte.

CLIMATE.

The e¢limate of this valley is n.dmimbhy adapted to all kinds of industrial pur-
suits. Indeed, it is the@nost equable and pleasant in all the South. According to
very ca observations made at the East Tennessee University under the direc-
tion of the United States Signal Service, at Knoxville, the mean temperature for
the year is 57%; the mean heat for the summeris 74°; the mean cold for the winter
is 40°; average maximum temperature is 91°; average minimum temperature is 22,

DEVELOPMENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES.

It is from the magnitude of the mineral resources in the u valley and the
adjacent tributary country that the strongest ar{mmenta for the improvement of
the Tennessee River are derived. Even under existing unfavorable conditions and
want of cheap transportation, the mining and manufacturing interests have become
of such importance as to demand from the National Government & more vigorous
prosecution of the work of improving the Ten River, especially at Muscle
BShoals. Itisinthis up&hﬂr vnll:{' and n.dtm:ent tributary country, both in Alabama
ron, coal, and ::a

and Georgia, where the er minerals are found in such immeasur-
able quantity. The great iron areas traverse the bases of both the Cumberland
and ﬂmka AMountains. In fact, from one to three or more layers are found ount-
crupping in the ]lJIyast.one belt skirting al the eastern base of the Cumberland
Mountain or Wallen's Ridge, epreading ont from two to twenty miles in the vali:f
fmm Virginia into Georgia and Alabama, including the Sequachee and Elk Val-
£y8.
) THE EASTERN DELT

Lies in front and at the base of the Unaka Mountains. It reaches beyond the
limits of the State, from the northeast into Virginia, and to the southwest into
Georgia. The outcrops of this belt are very extensive, embracing all the eastern
tier of counties. The Tellico ores, near the Chilhowee Mountains, are said to be of
the purest found in this belt, a massive brown hematite.

THE WESTEEN IRON BELT

Lies west of Nashville, near the Tennessee River, extending west into adjoining
counties, and northward it reaches Kentucky. The amount of iron in this Tnﬂef
almost defies computation, and its proximity to the coal regions renders it addi-
tionally valunable. ;

There are over thirteen hundred miles of outerop veins of iron ore cut throngh
by and udjoinri:f the Tennessee River and its navigable branches. First, the two
fossiliferous hematite veins that persistently follow the eastern base of the
coalfield entirely acress the State cut through by the Tennessee at Chattanooga
and by all its northern branches above Chattanoo‘lq. and extending southwest
through Wills Valley to the center of Alab e T ver vein, of
aluminous red hematite, that follows the Tennessee River from Rockwood to
Chattanooga, and runs down throngh North Georgia into Alabama at the east base
of Lookont Mountain, follows the Coosa for fifty miles into Alabama. The White
Oak Mountain red hematite block ore, that is cut in two by the Clinch River at
Clinton, on the Knoxville and Kentucky Rail , crosses the Tennessece five miles
above Kingston, then follows White Mountain to the Hiwassee, crossing the
latter river five miles from its mouth, thence crossing the East Tennessee, Vir-

and G a Railroad near Qoltewah, eighteen miles from Chattanooga, thence
crossing the Western and Atlantic near Ringgold, eighteen miles from
Chattanooga, and thence extending through North Georgia and down the Coosa
River Valley into Alabama. The “red clay" vein of red hematite, that begins
in u East Tennessee and crossesthe sonth fork of Ho!smn}in Sallivan County,
the Wautauga in Carter County, following near the Nolachucky and crossing the
French Broad River eight miles above oxville, and crossing the Little Tennes-
see about ten miles from its mouth, the Hiwassee four miles above Charleston
and thence running throngh Bradley County into Georg;jn.

Also, the brown hematite belt at the western foot of the Unaka chain of
mountains, g at the head of the Holston and runming sonthwestwardly
through Tennessee and Georﬁh into Central Alal ; and finally the tchain
of magnetic, black oxides and red specular ores that begin in Virginia and run

southwest, with the east base of the Unaka Mountains, entirely through to Cen-
tral Georgia, muiniitho Wantauga, French Broad, Little Tennessee, and Hiwas-
see Rivers, and the Morristown and Ashville Railroad, and the Western and At-
lantic Railroad. Every river in East Tennessee cuts through and runs over vast
beds of marble, variegated, pink, white, black, and others gray in color, while
from Virginia to Georgia is a continuous belt of roofing-slates, mnm%pamllel
with the eastern edge of the great ey. The Tennesses River, from Kingston
to Uhattanoo? (one hundred and ten miles,) runs parallel and near to the Cumber-
land coal-fitld,. At Chattanooga it tnrns west and cuts twenty miles through
the coal-field an open cut twelve hundred feet deep, leaving all the coal out-crop
on either bank, and then skirts one hundred and sixty miles further the northern
side of the Alabama coal-fleld.

Chattanooga is on the south bank of the Tennessee River, east of the mountains,
and is five hundred and sixty-five miles from its mouth. Hereisthe meeting-poing
of six systems of railways. There pass here to a market by rail over three hun-
dred thonsand tons of coal and coke per annum, and it is the distrlbu]}:}ggm

for the anﬁpliea and prodacts of twanmine blast-farnaces and eight ro

Coal Creek mines prodnce three hon tons per day. Sewanee mines send an
equal amount toward Nashville,
COAL.
The great coal £ T include the whole of the Cumberland table-

o

land, and are equal to fifty-one hundred square miles in extent. The coal-fields of
Alabama cover an ares of over five thousand scium miles, of which at least one-
third would find an outlet for the products of its mines by the Tennessee River.
The coal of these States is all bituminous, and in the npper end of * the East Ten-
nessee Valley " approaches the eharacter of cannel-coal. Its general character is
excellent and actual experiment has shown it to be peculiarly adapted to the man-
a of iron. Indeed, it haa been found by analysis that the eoal in the upper
valley, in Camgbell and Anderson Counti ‘ennessee, is equal to the best Yough-
lﬁghulg coal of Pennsylvania. It is now shipped to Charleston, Atlanta, Augusta,

emphis, and other southern cities. With an open river the lower cities on the
Mississippi would never suffer from a deficient supply, for the Tennessee never

freezes up.

The vn?l of the Upper Tenn and nﬁ:oen: country, is destined to be the
great seat of iron manufactore upon continent. Nowhere else are coal of such
quality, iron ores of such purity and variety, with limestone and fir in abund
ance, found so faverably situated for use. For two hundred miles the Tennessee
flows between monn containing from four to six beds or layers of coal from

two to eight feet in thickness, sach.

BITES FOR IRON MAXUFACTORIES.

Nowhere can such favorable locations for the erection of furnaces be found asin
the Tennessee Valley, if the obstructions at Muscle Shoals be removed and uheaﬂ
transportation be thus furnished for the products. This is not mere theory, but
has been demonstrated by actual experiment thronghout this entire belt.

Extensive blast furnaces and other iron works are nowdn course of erection at
South Pittsburgh, situated in the Dyestone Belt, and near the Tennessee River,
in Marion County. *“With an open river” says am old iron-master, * where §1
was invested in iron-making during the last decade, 1,000 will be invested in the
next.” The iron interest therefore demands an open river.

MARBLE.

Quarries of red and white variegated and grayish white marble have been opened
at several points in the upper valley, and their products are at the present time
being shipped to all partajof the country, which under the stimulant of dm%
transportation would soon become a source of profitable industry; for this marl

is uns for ornamental work. The National Capitol and nearly every State
capitol, in their interior decorations, bear witness to its beauties.
ROOFING-SLATE.
Valuable quarries of roofing-slate might be opened at & hundred o 1

r MOore p
in the eastern tier of counties were their products accessible to cheap transport.

BUILDING-STONE.

In Georgia, sixty or semamﬂeah'om Chattanooga, on the line of the State
Railroad, are deposits of the finest building-stone and roofing-slate in the United
States, as well as sandatone of the most refractory nature. ese bulky articles
cannot railroad transportation, but with an open river will find their way to
the marketa of the country.

LEAD.

There is a lead mine in Union County, on Powell's River, which fills a nearly
vertical fissure about twenty inches wide in nearly horizontal rocks. It was
traced one mile by Dr. , State geologist, who says: " There is reasop to
believe that the lode will improve dowmn.”

COPFER.

The productien of ingot at the Ducktown Mines, Polk County, in 1872,
ml,l&,ﬂ? pounds; wﬁ&%%?rm_ Since that dawi}-repanﬁm have geen made
for an increased pmﬁucﬂun. The effecs of the working of these mines upon the
wealth of the county has been very great.

BENEFITS RESULTING FROM THE IMPROVEMENT.

Drninh‘llgawnnbry ssessed of such immense resources, the Tenncssee River
can righ {vglnim to lgregzrdad as one of the main commercial arteries of the
country. hat the improvement demanded on the Muscle Shoals will do for this
valley is well illustrﬂeﬂ in the case of other cities located on water lines. TIf Pitts-
}JI.‘I.\' Cincinnati, New Orleans, Saint Louis, an;lh Saint Paul depended on railroads-

or

not be what

) on of their hm“r{ products, their cial importance would
ey boast of to-day. The same causes that have operated on the Ohio-
River in creating the immense wealth of manufacturing districts in Ohio and Penn-
sylvania have been shown to exist here in even a g‘mater degree and only needing
to be brought into activity by the opening of the to navigation in order
to produce a t i jon in the condition of the country similar to that which
has taken place during the last years on the Upper Ohio and other rivers.
The opening of the river will bring the southern central mineral States into
more mutual relations with the northern and western river States. Itwill per-
manently establish cheap rates of transportation for heavy, cheap commodities,
such as iron and coal. It will open uR a region singularly in minerals, and the
influence which the improvement will exert on the iron and coal business of this

valley—perhaps the world—is hard to foresee. That the cost of iron production
will here be reduced to the mini in the world is the surest resultof this im-
provement.

ADVANTAGES TAKEN BY RAILROADE.

Commerce follows the course of navigable rivers by preference. Between Saint
Louis and the cities on the Missouri all the heavy trade is done by river, thougha
railroad runs parallel with almost its whole ]l::gb. These cities have been made
great by their rivers more than by their rai 8, becanse these have served not
only as ication with places not reached by rail, butalso as checks

of comm

upon railroad companies. Louisville ships a car load of salt for a am

by rail to Cha a, an inlamd town at present debarred river communica-
tion. Lonis ships the same car-load on one of her rail lines, for the same dis-
tance 1 with the Qhio River, at one-third the cost of the former

' £ X
simply becanse a boat will carry It at that price.
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TIME.

The advantage of completing this improvement at as early a day as the same can
be done with reasonable economy must be apparent. The gooner{ha work is done
the sooner the several States tly affected by the cheap tmnsPone.tinn thus
secured to them will realize the growth in population and wbc;Ith, nvariably the

rt Tanti ety da,
manufacturing and agricultural peoples.

result of ready and cheap cial jnter g and

There may be economy in delay, but your memorialists have not been able to see
how it could work any saving to the Government, while they are certain it wounld
gerionsly retard tho development of the great mineral belt of the South, and equally
retard all the interests directly depending on such development and stay the prog-
ress of interdepenlent communities south and north of the Tennessee Valloy.

The Governinent has alrcady expended, including the sum or King hos in
hand and has let contracts to cover, about §1,000,000 at Big Muscle Shoals. This
work is worse than thrown away and the money worse than wasted unless Elk
River Shoal above and Little Muscle below are made navigable.

The Government can realize nothing, directly or indirectly, from the work until
it is finished. Nobody can be benefited by it at all until the whole obstruction is
removed. On the contrary,. the work done will conatantgn deteriorate in value,
while th‘; e]c:um.ry loses the interest on its investment during every yoar of unne-
COssATY y.

We are aware this is an especial of “ v and reform.” Wae feel the
force of the reasons for economy. But we may be permitted to doubt whether that
<can fairly be called a saving which puts off or doles out the comparative trifle,
which if expended would add many millions yearly to the wealth, the consump-
tion, and the t.ax-gayin z abilities of seven States.

In view of jhe foregoing, and for many other reasons not here enumerated, your
memorialists are of opinion that trme economy as well as the direct advantage of a
large section of the conntry and the general growth of the nation, all indicate the
justice of an appropriation sufiicient to finish the Muscle Shoals improvement, at
the present session of cgﬁeos
of which is respectfully submitted on behalf of the convention.

J. E. McGOW AN, Ohairman, Tennessee,
WILLIAM B. GAW, Tennessee,
H. H. HARRIS, Alabama,

Memorial Committes.

JANUARY, 1878,
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iamdirected by the Committee on the Judiciary,
to whieh was referred the bill (H. R. No. 2013) to remove the politi-
cal disabilities of Charles L. Scott, of Wilcox County, Alabama, to
report the same favorably. This gentleman was a member of Con-
gress in the prohibited times, and both Houses npon due examination
passed a hi.lf at the last session, I think it was, for his relief, but
through the lateness of time it failed to receive the signature of the
President.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I report also, from the same committee, the bill
(8. No. 3106) to remove the political disabilities of Charles 8. Scott, of
Wilcox, Alabama. This is the same gentleman, but there is an error
in the middle name. I report it adversely for the reason that I have
reported the House bill favorably. §

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be postponed indefinitely.

Mr. HEREFORD, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (8. No. 101) for the relief of Susan J. Berry, submitted
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the
bill was postponed indefinitely.

Mr. MBRRIRL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re-
ferred a petition of citizens of Massachusetts, praying the pmﬁg
of a law providing that hereafter no portion of the public lan
shall either be sold or given away to individuals or corporations, and
that a certain portion thereof, as prescribed in the “ homestead bill,”
may be set apart to actnal settlers, for which an annual rental shall
be paid, asked to be dischar, from its further consideration, and
thdt it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which was
agreed to.

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred
the bill (8. No. 256) for the relief of Israel Yount, submitted an
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed, and the
bill was postponed indefinitely.

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Public
Lands, to whom was referred thebill (8. No. 383) for the relief of the
heirs of the late Willinm A. Burt, inventor of the solar compass,
adopted and used in the public surveys of the United States, sub-
mitted an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed,
and the bill was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (8. No. 33) for the relief of R. W. Corbin, and others,
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon;
wEich was ordered to be printed.

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was
referred the bill (8. No. 196) to further define the rights of persons
with respect to homestead entries on the public lands, reported it
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was
ordered to be printed.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 586) to sell certain public lands to the
Beatrice and Denver City Railroad Company, and for other purposes;
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on
Public Lands.

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked, and by unanimons consent
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8.No.557) for the relief of Edward
H. Leib; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-

Mr. BURNSIDE asked, and by nnanimons consent obtained, leave

to introduce a bill (8. No. 588) to change the rank of Robert C. Bu-
chanan, colonel on the retired list of the ; which was read
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. MITCHELL asked, and by unanimons consent obtained, leave
to introduce a bill (8. No. 589) to reimburse the State of Oregon for
moneys paid by said State in the suppression of Indian hostilities
duringbt e Modoe war in the years 15872 and 1873; which was read
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a Dbill (8. No. 690{&.1' the improvement of the Umpqua River,
in the State of Oregon; which was read twice by its tnt}
ferred to the Committee on Commerce.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
dncee a bill (8. No. 591) making an apprepriation for a military wagon-
road from Ellensburgh, at the mounth of Rogue River, in the State of
Oregon, via the mouth of Tlinois River, through Josephine and Jack-
son Counties, to Jacksonville, Oregon ; which was read twice by its
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
dace a bill (8. No. 592) for the relief of Captain P. A. Owen; which
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs.

Mr. KELLOGG asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave
to introduce & bill (8. No. 593) granting a pension to aret R.
Coloney ; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Pensions,

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introdnee a bill (8. No. 594) for the relief of William W. Speirs, late
assistant surgeon, United States Army; which was read twice by its
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. ROLLINS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave
to introduee a Dbill (8. No. 595) to further define and enlarge the

wers and duties of the board of health of the District of Colum-

ia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit-
tee on the Distriet of Columbia.

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 596) to regulate the compensation of post-
masters, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title,
and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads.

Mr. BLAINE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 597) to authorize the coinage of silver dollars
and make the same a legal tender, and for other purposes ; which was
read twice by its title.

Mr. BLAINE. This bill would naturally go g the Committee on
Finance, but the committee having reported on this subject I will
merely move that it be printed n.nilglai(l upon the table.

The motion was a, d to.

Mr. GORDON asked, and by unanimous eonsent obtained, leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 598) for the relief of Samnel J. Gustin ; which
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M.
Apawms, its Clerk, announced that the Honse had passed the joint
resolution (8. R. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the Board of
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution.

The message also announced that the Househad passed the follow-
ing bill and foint resolution ; in which it reques the concurrence
of the Senate:

A Dbill (H. R.No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant sec-
retary of the Smithsonian Institution, to receive from the King of
Sweden a diploma and medal constituting him a member of the Nor-
wegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being a literary and scientific
organization ; and

joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) authorizing Rear-Admiral John J.
Almy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of
the Hawaiian Islands.

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED.

On motion of Mr. BECK, it was
That the petition of Martha G. Va

and referred to the Committee on

L. J. DRAPER.

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, the case of Runkle was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary, being similar to the case of
Draper, which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and,
as the Senate have decided to refer one case to the Committee on the
Judiciary, the other should take the same direction. I move, there-
fore, that the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the
further consideration of the case of Draper, and thaw it be referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary. .

Mr. THURMAN. Ishall not antagonize the motion inasmuch as
the Committee on Naval Affairs seem so adverse to considering the
question, although I think it the proper committee io make the
inquiry. Inasmuch as the other case is to be examined by the Judi-
uia%ommitt.ee, the Senate having so referred it, and as I under-
stand (withont knowing anything about the Draper case, but it is
said here on the floor) that the questions are almost identical, I shall
not oppose the reference, although I do wish once more to enter my
protest against the idea that the Judiciary Committee is to decide
all the legal questions that come before the Senate.

e, and re-

hn and Louisa Jackman be taken
from the Affairs.
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The VICE-PRESIDENT. The order now moved by the Senator
from Rhode Island was made by the SBenate yesterday, but suspended
in the absence of the Senator from Ohio.

Mr. THURMAN. Yes, sir. In a word, in my judgment, the Judi-
ciary Committee is formed for the purpose of cansiderin(% questions
that relate to the judiciary and the judicial system and organiza-
tion of the United States, all that relates to the organization of the
courts, all that relates to crimes and their punishment, all that relates
to the practice of the courts. The consideration of nominations of
judges, marshals, district attorneys, and the like, and questions in
regard to the amendments of the Constitution, all pmier ¥ belong to
the Judiciary Committee; but that every question which involves a
legal doubt or inquiry must go to that committee is very contrary to
my idea of its proper functions. I do not deny, however, that the
Senate may properly refer any subject that in its judgment it sees fit
to refer to that or to any other committee. The committees are the
servants of the Senate, and if the Senate see fit to send any question
to a committee, however incongruous the thing may be, the Senate
has the right to do it, and it is the duoty of the committee to con-
gider it.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There being no objection, the order of
reference to the Judiciary Committee is entered by unanimous con-

sent.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish to say one word. The defi-
nition of my friend from Ohio of the appropriate and natural juris-
diction of the Committee on the Judiciary I agree to, but I do not
think it is quite a perfect definition. It has been the constant prac-
tice of the Senate, at any rate since its foundation, to send to that
committee questions of law for consideration and report, although
they may arise upon matters that have no conneetion with the judi-
cial department of the Government of the United States. It is
almost every day’s practice. Of course it is perfectly competent for
the Senate to change its practice and do something else; but it has
happened a hundred times within my recollection. Once I remember

articularly on a post-office appropriation bill when it was pending
Eam in the Senate under consideration not long since, three or fonr
sessions ago, a post-office appropriation bill was ander consideration,
in which was an item of appropriation that involved the question of
the legality of the action of the Department in connection, I think,
with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, in carrying mails to Japan,
or somewhere ; and the Senate, npon consideration, decided that, that
involving purely a question of law, although the facts arose in the
Post-Office Department, the Judiciary Committee should be called
upon to examine the question, and report what it thought the law
ought to be on the point that was presented, and it was done. That
is only one illustration, I mention this merely to guard in the future
against what my friend has said being falen as an absolute and total
definition of what it may be proper to call upon that committee or
any other committee to do. I am sure the Senate, if it has paid atten-
tion to the course of the committee, will have observed that we are
not eager for jurisdiction, because every week, more or less, yon will
observethat we report bilis, asking to be discharged, which appear to
have been refi to us inadvertently, the questions of law in them
being merely incidental to some question of administration.

REMOVAL OF NAVAL OBSERVATORY.

Mr. SARGENT. I move to take up for consideration the bill
(8. No. 493) to provide for the removal of the Naval Observatory.

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in Com-
mittee of the Whole.

The bill was reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs with
amendments.

The first amendment was, in line 4 of section 1, after the word
‘““members” to insert * one of whom shall be from eivil life.”

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the whole context read, so
as to understand what it is.

The CHier CLERE. So that as amended the section will read :

That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, directed to ap t a com-
mission consisting of three members, one of whom shall be from civil life, whose
duty it shall be to select a site within the District of Columbia for the United
States Naval Observatory,

The amendment was: to.

The next amendment was, in line 10 of section 1, after the word
“receiving ” to insert the words * and approving;” so as to £

The Secretary of the Navy ia hereby directed, on receiving and approving the
report of said commission, to purchase said site, to aceept such plans as he may
deem most suitable for the construction of the observatory amf its appropriate
buildings, and to proceed with the erection of the same.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in section 2 line 8, after the word* act”
to insert *“ except for the cost of plans ;” so as to read :

Aﬁ:lu'l no t;lxgmmr? nhi:lllba mndet:nlgam 111;1:: act, except fl;l' the cost otihplnn.s.
un M or ement Vi pl‘ﬁpa
cut.inncgi ?vhichpshall not efer:e‘:i the amonnau thelr'lmn sppmpmt:(fpm“d' i

Mr. PADDOCK. There are so many amendments proposed by the
committee and the bill isin such an incongruous condition that I
suggest it had better be printed with the amendments and lie over
until fo-morrow.

Mr. SARGENT. The bill has been printed with the amendments,
and several days ago I called the attention of the Senate to the bill
stating my intention to call it up in the morning hour, and called

attention also fo the elaborate printed report which accompanies the

bill. Every amendment is printed except one that I propose to offer.

}Ve IIIatvi:a i:ﬁt&d now on all the amendments reported by the commit-
ee, .

Mr, PADDOCK. Ishould be very glad if the Senator would con-
sent to let it lie over until to-morrow. I have an idea that I may
wish to offer an amendment myself in reference to the location of an
observatory.

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator please indicate his amendment ?
Iintend myself to explain the bill at some length, and while I am
doing that the Senator may send for the bill,examine it, and prepare
his amendment. -

Mr. PADDOCK. I have not yet fully digested the amendment that
I may wish to propose, and indeed I desire some information from
officers and professors connected with the observatory before I offer
it atall. I bave already had some communication with those gentle-
men ; the correspondence is still proceeding, and is as yet unfinished.

Mr. SARGENT. I desire to do everything that is reasonable to ac-
commodate the Senator and the Senate. This bill is most nrﬁensilf
called for by tbe condition of things at the observatory ; and by sci-
entific gentlemen all over the United States it has been very strongly
petitioned for. If Senators will glance at the report they will see
that there ought to be no delay in passing this bill throngh Congress
in order that the lives and health of those who are performing im-
portant and useful service at the observatory may be saved. They
are now in peril. Most valuable lives have been lost, and lost within
a year, by theinsalubrions surronndingsof this observatory. Further-
more, the fogs arising from the river obscure the telescopes so that
the heavens are often entirely concealed and the important work of
the observatory is stopped. Under these circumstances Congress
ought to pay early attention foit. The observatory itself is in an
extremely dilapidated condition. It has not been painted for ten
years. You can kick the bricks out of the walls. The wood-work is
falling into ruin, and the whole concern is really, except in the useful
work that it does, a disgrace to the American people. Under these
circumstances it seems to me that I am not too urgent in asking the
Senate to proceed with the consideration of the biffn

Mr. PADDOCK. I understand the truth of the Senator’s state-
ment, and realize the imIportance of early action in regard to this
important matter; but I suggest that one day will make but very
little difference, and I hope the Senator will consent to let the billlie
over until to-morrow.

Mr. BARGENT. Will the Senator please indicate the nature of the
amendment he wishes to pro

Mr. PADDOCK. I think I may safely say that it is in serions con-
templation by fhe officers in command of the observatory to recom-
mend the selection of a site in the West for an additional observa-
tory. They are now considering that question, I think since this bill
has been introduced. BSince it was requested that this change should
be made they have been seriously considering whether it might not
be well, in connection with this measure, to provide for still another
observatoryin the western part of the country, where the atmospheric
obstractions are less than they are here,and in the interest of science
it piight be most important that one should be located there.

do not desire to antagonize this bill, and do not know that the

endment which I propoese could now be well and properly consid-
ered; but at the same time I should be glad if the bﬁl could lie over
to giva me an opportunity to confer with the Secretary of the Navy
and the officers of the observatory in respect to the matter.

Mr. EDMUNDS. While I am satisfied that the observatory ought
not to stay where it is, I am not sure but that this billis going a little
too fast, considerin e condition of the country and the state of the
Treasury. It involves the expenditure of $300,000 certainly, and
probably nearer a million when it is throngh. I think, therefore,
that the true thing to do at this present time wounld be to appoint the
commission provided for in the bill, with instrnctions to select a
proper site and report to the President of the United States in season
that their report might be snbmitted to the next session of Con
with a statement of the price at which a site can be obtained, which
would enable us to estimate whether it onght to be bought at that
price, or if it ought not to be bought at that price, to take the usunal
anglpeeeasary measures for condemning it at its real value for the

ublic use.
E Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Why not have th@ report at this session?

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well.

Now, as this bill stands, if this commission select an acre of ground
on the top of the hill here or out by the Soldiers’ Home, or wherever
is the fit and best place, up to $300,000, although the property may
not be worth fifty, the Secretary of the Navy is directed to purchase
it ; and of course the owner fixes his own price, and up to $300,000

he can fix it. I do not think that is safe; I do not think it is right.
Mr. SARGENT. The Senator will allow me to interrupt him. We
have just adopted an amendment requiring the approval of the Sec-

retary of the report. He is not directed to act on the report unless
he approves it, and he certainly will not approve it improperly in
view of another provision of the bill requiring that the whole cost
of the land and the improvements shall not exceed §300,000, and that
not a dollar is to be spent for anything except for the plans until
after the plans and the ascertained price of the land will bring the
whole within §300,000.
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Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask if any amendment has been adopted
except that in italics in section two on that subject?

Mr. SARGENT. Yes, sir; in line 10 of section 1, the words “and
approving” are put in after the word “receiving,” so as to read :

Secref of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the
nglr: of w??&mmn.?& purchx said :i‘g',” &o. .S s

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, Mr. President, but that is capable of two
interpretations. This commission is to select a site, and the guide in
the selection of that site is to be that “which shall possess relatively
the advantages of healthfulness, clearness of atmosphere, and con-
venience of acecess from the city of Washington.” It then proceeds:

The Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed, on receiving and approving the
report of said commission, to purchase said site. .

The commission are not charged with any inquiry into the reasen-
ableness of the price that the owner chooses to put on his land; they
are only to consider the fitness of the place in reference to the public
use to which it is to be devoted. That being ascertained they are to
report as they ought to, and that on%ht. to be the only question in
their report; because for a mafter of high f'p;ub’lics importance like
this, if the owner of the estate asks more for it than he ought to
have it onght to be taken from him by process of law.

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator allow me a moment more? I
have here marked in peneil and pro to offer this additional
amendment, to come in after the word ** Washington :”

And such other advantages as may be found expedient.

80 a8 not to limit the consideration entirely to healthfulness, clear-
ness of atmosphere, and convenience of access. s

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the thing is to be put in this form and to be
done now, it ought to contain a specific provision that before any-
thing is done upon the subject except inquiry the Secretary of the
Navy shall be satisfied that the price at which the site can be ob-
tained is a reasonable one. ]

Mr. SARGENT. Will the Senator prepare that amendment? I will
certainly accept it. .

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then there is another thing I want to snggest,
because I am very much in favor of this removal, though I think,
considering the state of our money, we might put off the expenditure
of the money for a year possibly. I think that, considering the im-

ortance of this subject, it would be much better to direct the Presi-

ent of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to select a commission of three members, and let their
report be made to the President, and let the chief officer of the Gov-
ernment, with the aid of the Secretary of the Navy, which of conrse
he invokes, take the responsibility of fixing this location and being
gatisfied that the price of it is reasonable. But I merely make that
81 ion now because I see the matter is going on.

. SARGENT. I do not know that I have any particular objee-
tion to that suggestion. It might be well, perhaps, to have the high-
est responsibility it is possible to obtain. The question pending, ¥
believe, is on the other amendment.

Mr. TH . I move, in order to obviate the objection sug-
gested by the Senator from Vermont, to insert in line 11 of section1,
after the word “site,” these words:

If the same can be obtained for what in his judgment is a reasonable price.

I had occasion to visit the obsemm% one night last fall, and I
was very much struck with the unsuitableness of the site and the
dilapidated condition of the building. Iwas so much impressed with
it that in a few days afterward I introduced a resolution instructing
the Committee on Naval Affairs to inquire into the propriety of remov-
ing the observatory to a more eligible site. I made that motion en-
tirely from my own impression, without having consulted with a
human being upon the subject. It, however, attracted some atten-
tion, and I very soon received communications from gentlemen in no
way interested in the observatory otherwise than as men of science
ang men who have the interest und ionor of the country at heart. 1
have laid before the Senate some of those commmunications, not one of
them from any officer connected with this institution, but all from men
among the most eminent scientists in the United States, in all quar-
ters of the Union, and who speak, many of them, from personal knowl-
edge. The committee have cnrefu]lly performed the duty that was
assigned them. A subcommittee, as 1 understand, of the Naval Com-
mittee visited the obsexryatory to judge for themselves; and the report
that has been laid upon our table and printed shows, if seems to me,
conclusively, if anything can show, the propriefy of removing the
observatory from its present site.

Now, sir, I sup there is no Senator here who is opposed to the
maintenance of a National Observatory. To say nothing abouf the
encouragement to science which a great nation like this can well
afford, the practical importance of that observatory to the commerce
and navigation of the United States will re{my all the cost of the insfi-
tution; and whoever will take the trouble to look into the reports
that have emanated from that institution will be surprised, perhaps,
to find how useful it has been and how high is its estimation in the
opinion o.f the scientific people not alone of the United States but of
the world.

Mr. President, I was a little pained to hear the suggestion of the
Senator from Nebraska that he had an amendment to remove this
observatory out to the plains beyond the Mississippi. Now I do hope
that there will be no such sectional feeling as that over the observa-

tory. We have enmough matters to fight about in which sectional
feeli %may arise. I am sorry it arises in any.

Mr. PADDOCUK. The sufgeution of my friend from Ohio seems to
me to be quite unreasonable and nnjust toward myself—

. THURMAN. I do not hear the Senator.

Mr. PADDOCK. I do mot understand how it is that the Senator
cannot hear. I am sure everybody else in the Chamber does,

The sugiestion of the Senator from Ohio that I have sought to do
that which might lead to sectional feeling seems to me to be too
absurd for notice. I said nothing that would leave any room what-
ever for such an inference ; I said nothing whatever against this bill.
I said that some of the scientists who are connected with the observa-
tory have had under consideration whether it might not be well to
have a second national observatory in the far West, on the plains,
perhaps, of the trans-Missouri country, at a point which might be a
compromise between the climatic and atmospheric conditions of the
mountain and ocean districts of this country, where there are less
climatic and atmospheric obstruetions, where, the altitude being much

ater, as a consequence the air is mnore clear, more rare, and less
isturbed, admitting of more correct, more careful observations of
meteorological phenomena; for these and other reasons that it might
be in the interest of secience that something of that kind should be
done; and it was with that view that I asked that the bill might be
laid over, to consider whether the establishment of a second observa-
tory might not be a most necessary and proper thing to do; at least
I have thonght and do still think that it is a snbject worthy of most
careful consideration, and if action shall be had on this bill now I
gt;n]l t(:rtninly call the subject up again for the consideration of the

na

I shall interpose no further objection to the passage of the bill if it
is insisted upon.

Mr. THURMAN. If the Nebraska tribe desireasecond observatory
I am sure I have no objection to their having a second ora third or a
fourth ; but that is no reason for removing the observatory from the
District of Columbia, which was established here as a national ob-
servatory a long time ago.

Mr. PADDOCK. I have not thought of such a thing, so far as I
am concerned.

Mr. THURMAN. Then I cannot understand why the Senator ob-
jected to the consideration of the bill, unless he wants to move an
amendment for a second observatory at the national expense, and I
do not think that anybody desires that; I am sure I do not. One is
enough to be maintained by the Government, and others may be left
to those learned institutions and the patronage of the States which
have already made the observatories of the United States a subjoch
of pride, of admiration, and of nsefulness. We have one in Ohio;
there is o great observatory in Massachusetts; there is another in
New York; there is one in Michigan. They are building a great one,
my friend from California says, in his State ; and there is no danger
at all that there will not be enough of them. But this one is the
national observatory. It is one charged with cerfain duties thaf
other observatories cannot perform, certain duties for the use of the
Navy of the United States and for the commerce of the United States
that other observatories cannot be expected to perform. One is
enough of this kind, and I do hope that there will be no objection to
taking measures that shall remove this observatory from a site the
most sickly perhnEs in the whole District of Columbia and one the
most unsunited aps for such an institution.

A word now in respect to the expense. I believe I am about as
economical as anybody on this floor, but I am willing to incur the
necessary expense for this purpose. I am willing that this bill shall
be guarded in every possible way so that the expense shall not be
too great. The amendment that I have offered removes, I think, the
objection made by the Senator from Vermont. With that amend-
ment, I do not see why this bill might not pass. If other Benators,
however, think that some previous investigation beyond that made
by our Naval Committee, beyond the recommendation of the Secre-
tary of the Navy, beyond the opinion of every man who has ever
been on duty at that observatory—if Senators still think that it is
necessary to inquire, so be it. For myself I am satisfied with the
unanimous testimony of every man who has ever served at that ob-
servatory that that is no place for such an institution; I am satisfied
with the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy; and I am
thoroughly satisfied after the careful investigation made by our
Naval Committee. ]

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, if there is no amendment pending
to this bill

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There is an amendment reported by the
Committee on Naval Affairs not yet disposed of.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I will state what I wish to move, and I
hope it will meet the unanimous approval of this body, and we can
gat the whole thing done at this session. I propose to make the bill
read simply thus:

That the President be, and he is hereby, directed to up}f)oint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, a commission, ing of three bers,whose
daty it shall be to select o site within the District of Columbia for the United
States Nawval Observatory ; such site shall possess relatively the advantages of
healthfulness, clearness of atmosphere, and conveni of from the cityof
Washington, and report fnlly thereon, including estimates of the total expense, to
the present session of Congress,

We all agree, I think, that the observatory ought not to be where

~
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it is and ought to be somewhere else in this District. The question,
therefore, is to select the proger spot, which three intelligent gentle-
men can do in a week, and then report to Con where that spot
is, the price at which it can be obtained, with an estimate of the
total expense. If it is a spot that is satisfactory to Congress, as un-
doubtedly it will be, the question then will simply be one of ex-
pense. the }ifmpriewr asks what is fair, provision can be made for
its purchase. he does not, provision can be made for condemning
it. Then we shall not be obliged to spend any money until we know
what we are doing.

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, while the observatory no doubt can
be placed in a better position than it is now, though it answered all
the purposes of the Government at a fime when we had far more
commerce and a better Navy to be watched over than we now have,
yet, until some bill is pra];rarad somewhat in accordance with the
view of the Senator from
strained to vote against any measure on this subject.

‘We have now to consider the interests of a people clamoring for
the reduction of taxesin every possible form, and the only answer
that is made to their just demands is that the Treasury is bankrupt,
that no reduction can be made and no relief be had, because of the
absolute necessities of the Government owing to the falling off of
revennes by tariff or internal taxation. While complaints are earn-
estly made that reductions ought to be had, that answer is deemed
by the D ment conclusive. The Secretary of the Treasury in his
last annual report just laid before us, says that, with the present
income derived from the present taxation there will be a deficiency
at the close of the year of over $11,000,000. We have now going on,
under the War, the Navy, and the other Departments of the Govern-
ment, buildélnﬁa in the process of erection which, according to the
estimates, will require the following sums: under the War Depart-
ment, £7,900,000; buildings under the Treasury Department, over
25,000,000 ; buildings under the Navy Department, over $2,000,000;
and all these vast expenditures have to be made at a time when tax-
ation is bearing perhaps more onetously than ever before.

Besides, if this bill is passed in ifs present form it will do in this
case just as all former bills for public buildings have done, involve a
cost of any amount that the managers see fit to make it cost. Iserved
in the other House, under the distinguished Senator from Massachu-
setts, [Mr. DAWES,] in the Appropriation Committee, when we
limited in every form the New York post-office to, I think, $3,000,000.
It had hardly passed the basement story before the money was gone.
We gave them $2,000,000 more, and passed another law prohibitin,
them by every penalty possible Lfﬂiﬂg beyond it. They expend
amounnts far beyond that,and I do not know what the cost of that
building has been; it was somewhere in the neighborhood of
£2,000,000 when I last heard of it. We limited the Boston post-office
to a million and a half, and wae(fsased all sorts of laws to keep them
down to if, and it had exceeded £3,000,000 before I left the House;
perhaps it is much more than that now.

If the authority given bg this bill to any body of men is not so

arded that we know in advance what the land will cost, what will

e the exact egense of the buildings, and have contracts made be-
forehand, instead of $300,000, as the bill proposes, you will find that
millions will be expended before the object has been finally effected.
That has been the experience of all that class of work according to
my understanding ; and when I heard the Senator from Vermont
urging that there should be a preliminary report, that Congress shounld
know what should be expended before it gave authority to anybody,
I not only acquiesced in what he said, buf I shall never vote for the
bill until something of that sort is inserted, even if I do then, which
in the present condition of industries, taxation, and expenditure, I
think extremely doubtful.

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky thinks
that, as the observatory has served since about 1840, it will still
serve in the future. Since that time the Kidwell Bottoms have been
uncovered ; since that time the malarial influences of the Potomac
have enormously increased. In fact, as I am told, they scarcely ex-
isted at all at that time. Now they are so bad as to be dangerous to
the health and lives of those whom we put at the observatory. We
send our officers there and assign them to that duty. They are as
much compelled to go there as if we sent them to the cannon’s mouth.
It requires more courage to stand the malarial influences at the ob-
servatory than it does to charge in battle, and those influences, that
malaria is growing worse and worse year Ly year. There is uniform
tﬁat_itmony to this effect by medical officers in the service and out
OL 16

Mr. MERRIMON. What increases the miasma ?

Mr. SARGENT. On account of the gradual filling up of the flats
of the river, being covered at high tide and uncovered at low tide,
and the prevailing winds blowing the concentrated effluvia upon the
observatory here. That is the cause of it.

Mr. MERRIMON. Is that worse now than formerly {

Mr. SARGENT. Immensely worse, and getting worse year by year;
gettin%destructive of life.

Mr.' AVIS, of West Virginia. What is the cause of its getting
worse
Mr. SARGENT. On account of the filling up of the flats, a process
which goeson in nearly all rivers, especially where there is an extant
of agricultural country drained. ere the plow turns up the earth

ermont [Mr, EpMunDps] I shall feel con-“

the rains falling carry down the sediment into the river,and it settles
along in the shallow places, making them more shallow, until finally
settling there with the high tide, when the tide falls it leaves an
exposed bank, and in the summer and fall months when the heats
are great the malaria arises from the decomposing vegetation. This
is 80 in the Potomac and in other rivers, as many Senators know. I
wish to call the attention of Senators to the fact that the committee
do not act upon their own judgment in this matter; but carefully
collected the opinions of medical officers. Medical Director George
Clymer testifies from nearly eight years’ experience, during which he
had medical charge of the naval officers and their families at Wash-
ington, that “the location of the observatorg is unheathful, caused
by the malaria from the shores of the Potomae, from which no arti-
ficial means will secare it.”

Medical Director Charles D, Maxwell, who served two terms at the
observatory, states—

Frequent cases of malarial fever occurred among the officers, more eag:cinll{

those en, in night observations. The families of the ntenden

ing at the observatory suffered most severely, the effects of which can even yet

be observed in some cases. The ground on which the buildings stand has s sub-
stratum of red sand, porous, and consequently unhealthy. The mi ta from
the adjacent marshes, wafted by the prevailing southwest and sontheast winds,
penetrate every crevice, and the dense fogs from the shorea of the Potomac so en-
velop the entire hill as fo render at times observation impossible. I therefi
consider the observatory, with its surroundings, eminently unhea.lmgi and un-
suited forthe&mgmea intended, and that its removal to some more eligible height,
westward of the city, is not only desirable but necessary. -

Medical Inspector Philip 8. Wales also testifies to the same fact.
Dr. Grafton Tyler says the same thing. .He is net in the service.
Dr. Alexander Y. P. Garnett, an eminent physician of this city, states:

During the years of 1849 and 1850 I was assigned to the duty of attending the
officers stationed at this post, and had ample o{lportmll to observe the pernicions
effects of the malaria which invested that locality. When we consider the imme-
diate pmximit{of the low marshes stretching along the river at the base of the
hill upon which the observatory is situnated, together with the nized fact that
marsh malaria most usnally manifests its effects at the nearest eminence from its
paludal source and to theleeward of the prevailing wind, we can readily understand
why this locality has always been, and will ti to be, subject to malarial
fevers. The truth of this statement you can_at once verify by obtaining the ex-
perience of those officers who have resided at the observatory during the last
quarter of a century.

Professor M. Yarnall—

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired.

Mr. SARGENT. I ask a few moments in order to finish my re-
marks, if not to dispose of the bill.

Mr. COCKRELL. Not to do anything further than to finish the
Senator’s statement. I will consent to that, and that is all.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection.

Mr, SARGENT. Professor Yarnall givés instances of the death of
some of the brighest officers of the service who were stationed at
this observatory. He says that the death of Admiral Davis, if not
direetly cansed, was hastened by the malarious influences surround-
ing him at this observatory. The testimony is abundant and con-
clusive upon that matter. No one can examine it without being
satisfied that scientific men, ample and able judges of the matter,
are unanimously of the opinion that it is sacrificing the lives of the
officers of the United States whom we station there to continue the
observatory in that place. Their nerves are shattered by this ma-
laria, making their o ations less reliable. The fogs, other men
not doctors, state, come up and envelop the observatory sometimes
so that at a very critical period of the observations the instruments
are rendered entirely useless. And yet in spite of this the commit-
tee show by this report that the scientific magazines of Europe give
more space in their columns over a series of years to the observa-
tions and usefnl work of this observatory and the discoveries which
have been made there and to its great contributions to science than
to those of almost any other observatory in the civilized world.*

This observatory has the great work of the Nautical Almanae
in its hands, npon the aceuracy of which depends the safety of our
commerce all over the globe. The scientific work of this observatory
cannot be undervalued. Certainly the cenditions surrounding the
observatory should be favorable to its execution.

The Senator from Kentucky considers that the Government should
go into liquidation, that it is in a condition of bankruptey, or that
we are not to do a necessary publie work because some extravagance
has taken place in the construction of the New York custom-house
or some other public building. If any law is necessary to prevent
extravagance I will go with that Senator or any other Senator for
the purpose of preventing it by law; but I am not prepared to believe
that this nation of forty million peopia, with great resources, although
there may be temporary depression in business, as there is over the
whole world at the present timme—I ant not prepared to believe that
this people are unable to carry out the ordinary operations of Gov-
ernment, to make the ordinary and necessary appropriations to dis-
charge its functions. I did not think so even when a war was strain-
ing every nerve of the Government. At that time we finished this
Capitol, made all our ordinary appropriations, not on a scale of extrav-
agance, but on a scale of reasonable expenditure, I think the people
of the United States expect us to make reasonable and decent appro-
priations; and I do not believe there is an intelliﬁent constituency
in the land, informed of the facts, who would say that under the cir-
cumstances set out in this report, represented by scienfilic men from
all parts of the country, recommended by the executive officers of the
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United States, recommended by a committee of the Senate who have
carefully examined the faets, this relief ought not to be granted.

I will not take up the time of the Senate because the morning
hour has expired, but I give notice that T will call up this bill agai
the first mo hour I have the opportunity. I do not know but
that it may be well to have further report acecording to the plan of the
Senator frop Vermont, Certainly I do not, and ow the commit-
tee do not, feel any pride of aunthorship in this bill. We simply de-
sire that the observatory be removed at a moderate and h]}n-cl:ueu- cost
to some place where its useful labors ean be carried on without imper-
mﬁ the lives of those who perform this labor.

. BECK. Before the Senator from California sits down I ask him
could he not with propriety ascertain precisely where would be a
proper locality and what would be the cost both of the purchase of
the land and the construction of the building before we are called
upon to such a bill? Would it take long to do that?

Mr., ENT. Isuppose it might be done, but I should like to
make this suggestion to the Senator: of course there should be some
competition among bidders for the purpose of cheapening the price
to the Government of the land which is to be acquired.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I su t to the Senator from California that
possibly it might be a teglace to locate it on the Soldiers’ Home,
the title to which the Uni States already has.

Mr. SARGENT. The observatory should be located somewhere
in that direction. If wewould designate the particular spot we want
to buy before having some understanding in reference to the price at
which we could get it, it would go up on your hands, and then you
would have to resort to legal pmcee(ﬂn’ gs. Competition among bid-
ders, however, who have lots equally alt%ible, would probably bring
down the price even more than it would be appraised at by a court.

Now, with regard folocating it at the Soldiers’ Home, I think there
are several eminences there which would be well adapted for the
Evurpoae, and perhaps it is not too far from the center of the city of

ashington ; but a donbt has been su ted which I should like to
resolve, whether the title to that land is sufficiently vested in the
Government of the United States, so that we would have a right to
direct the erection of any building upon it.

Mr. EDMUNDS. That would be a matter of inquiry, of course,

Mr. SARGENT. 1 will not take up the time of the Senator from
Missouri, who is entitled to the floor on another matter.

EULOGIES ON SENATOR BOGY.

Mr. COCKRELL submitted the following resolution; which was
referred to the Committee on Printing:

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of tatives concurring,) That 12,000
copies of the enlogies delivered in the two Houses of Congress upon the late Lewis
V.I%ngy. late United States Senator from the State of Missouri, be printed, 4,000 for
the use of the Senate and 8,000 for the use of the House of%ﬁmhﬁﬁm; and
that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the po t of Mr. Bogy to
accompany the same.

EULOGIES ON SENATOR MORTON.

Mr. McDONALD submitted the following resolution ; which was
referred to the Committee on Printing:

Resolved the Senate, (the House resentatives ww,) That 12,000
w‘pimofth:seul aadeuvgmdinthatgo%‘gﬁasofc upon the late Oliver
P. Morton, late United States Senator from the State of Indiana, rin

for the nse of the Senate and 8,000 for the use of the of Represen ;
and that the Secretary of the Treasury have printed the portrait of Mr. Morton
to nccompany the same,

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED.

The following bill and joint resolution from the House of Represent-
atives were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

A bill (H. R. No. 1989) to authorize Spencer F. Baird, assistant

of the Smithsonian Institution, to receive from the King
of Sweden a diploma and medal, constituting him a member of the
Norwegian Order of Saint Olaf, the same being a literary and scien-
tific o ization; and

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 47) anthorizing Rear-Admiral John J.
Almy, United States Navy, to accept a decoration from the King of
the Hawaiian Islands.

PAYMENT OF GOVERNMENT BONDS.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. There comes over as unfinished business
of the session of Monday last the resolution submitted by the Senator
from Ohio, [Mr. MATTHEWS, ] upon which the Senator from Missouri
[Mr. CocKRELL] is entitled to the floor.

Mr. COCK . . President, it is seldom that I consume the val-
uable time of the S8enate in any lengthy discussion of the various sub-
jects considered and acted upon by the Senate. I have nointention to
consume unnecessarily the tinfe of this body now, but a sense of duty
to my State, my constituents, our whole country, and to myself, impels
me to beg the indulgence of the Senate that I may submit my views
of the law and facts involved in this resolution of the Senator from
ghlio [Mr. MaTTHEWS] and also touching the payment of the national

ebt.

If I can establish by the law and undisputed faects that a bond
issued on the 1st day of J ugﬁ', 1877, for the express p of carry-
ing out the provisions of the act of January 14, 1575, entitled “An
act to provide for the resumption of specie payments,” can be paid,
grincipal and interest, in silver coin of 412} Tlnins weigi:lt, nine-tenths

ne, to the dollar, without violation of public faith or derogation of

the rights of the aE»lub].in:-. creditor, then it follows that all other bonds
issued since as well as prior to July 14, 1870, are likewise justly pay-
able in such silver coin.

In order to ascertain the exact questions of law and of factsat issue
touching these bonds, I have prepared and will submit to the high
court of national honor and public faith of which we hear so much a
getltmn on the part of the bondholder, as plaintiff, against the United

tates, as defendants, demanding payment in gold alone. And an
answer by the United States setting up their rights to pay the bond,
Srmcipal and interest, in silver coin of 4124 grains weight, nine-tenths

ne, to the dollar, and a replication by the bondholder denying the
right and setting up his reasons for demanding gold alone. Igwﬁl
then consider the questions of law and facts in issue and abide the
decision of the high court of national honor and public faith.

The petition is as follows:

“ BONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF, 3
In the High Court of National
Honor and Public Faith.

4 againsi
THE UNITED STATES of AMERICA,
defendants.

‘* Bondholder, the plaintiff, states that the United States of America.
defendants, in pursuance and by virtue of the provisions of an act of
Congress entitled ‘An act to authorize the refunding of the national
debt, approved July 14, 1870, amended by an act approved Januar,
20, 1871, in consideration of the sum of £50 in gold coin of the stan
value of the United States paid by the plaintiff to the defendants,
did, on the 1st day of July, 1577, duly issue and deliver to this
plaintiff their certain bond designated and called ‘4 per cent. con-
sols of the United States,’ sealed and executed by the duly author-
ized officers of the United States, dated on July 1, 1877. And
therein and thereby the United States of America acknowledged
themselves to be indebted to the bearer, this plaintiff, in the sum of
£50, and obligated themselves to pay to the bearer, this plaintiff,
the sum of $50 in gold coin of the standard value of the United
States on said July 14, 1570, at the pleasure of the United States
after the 1st day of July, A. D. 1907, with interest thereon in such
coin from the day of the date thereof at the rate of 4 per cent.
Rer annum, payable quarterly, on the 1st day of October, January,

pril, and July in each year, the principal and interest being exempt
from the payment of all taxes or duties of the United States as well
as fﬁon} tt.;.xation in any form by or under State, municipal, or local
antnorivy.

 Plaintiff states that said bond has long since matured and become
payable according to its terms, and that the United States have
refused to p;y said prineipal sum, or said interest, or any part
thereof in said gold coin of the standard value of the United States
on said July 14, 1870. Wherefore this plaintiff demands judgment

inst the United States of America for said sum of §50 in gold coin
of tlie standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1570, with
all the said interest thereon in such coin.
“ BONDHOLDER, Plaintiff.”
The answer of the United States to this petition is as follows:

‘ BONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF,
}In the High Court of National

against
Honor and Public Faith.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
defendants.

““The United States of America, the defendants, for answer to the pe-
tition of Bondholder, the plaintiff, admit that in pursuance and Il):ey
virtue of the provisions of an aet of Congress, entitled ‘An act to
authorize the refunding of the national debt, approved July 14, 1870,
amended by an aet approved Jannnréy;‘fg, 1871, in consideration of
the sum of $50 in gold coin of the stan value of the United States,
aid by the plaintiff to these defendants, the United States of
erica did, on the 1st day of July, 1877, duly issue and deliver to
the plaintiff their certain bond, designated ‘4 per cent. consols of
the United States,’ dated on said Jul 1, 1877, and therein and thereb
acknowledge themselves to be indebted to the bearer, the plaintiff,
in the sum of §50.

“These United Statesof Americaexpressly deny thatthey therein or
thereby obligated themselves to pay to the bearer, the plaintiff, the
said sum of 50 in gold coin only, of the standard value of the United
States on said July 14, 1870, with interest thereon in such gold coin
alone, as ch in the petition.

“ These United States admit that they have refused to pay said prin-
cipal sum or said interest, or any part thereof, in said gold coin
solely of the standard value of the United States on said July 14,
1870, as charged.

“ These United States deny that plaintiff is entitled to judgment

inst these defendants for said sum of $50, in gold coin only of
the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1570, with
any interest thereon in such coin as demanded in the petition.

‘ These United States, for further answer, state the facts to be that
said bond herein sued on is in words and figures as follows, to wit:
S1BTT. Four per cent. consols of the United States. 1807,

*Principal and mwﬁt payable in coin.

‘At the Treasury of the United States.
! The United States of America are indebted to the bearer in the sum of
Fifty Dallars.
*T115. 71135,

* This bond is issued in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress en-
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titled “An act to authorize the refunding of the national debt, approved July
14, 1870," amended by an aet approved Jannary 20, 1871, and is redeemable at the
pleasare of the United States after the 1st day of July, A, D. 1907, in coin of the
standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870, with interest in such
coin from the day of the date hereof at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, payable
quarterly, on the 1st day of October, January. April, and July, in each year. The

rincipal and interest are exempt from the payment of all taxes or duties of the

nited States as well as from taxation in any form by or under State, municipal,
or Jocal authority.

* Washington, July 1, 1877,

'S: J. qu}Ab.;!:DF

‘Act of July 14, 1870."

“These United States for further answer state that the law of the
United States authorizing the issue and sale of said bond was ap-
proved July 14, 1870, as stated in the face of said bond, and the first
section thereof is in words and figures as follows, to witi:

* *That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby aunthorized to issue, in a sum or
sums not exceeding in the aggregate §200,000,000, c.ongon or registered bonds of the
United States, in such form &s he may prescribe and of denominations of $50 or
eome multiple of that sum, redeemable in coin of the present standard value, at
the pleasure of the United States, after ten years from the date of their issue, and
bearing interest, payable semi-annually in such coin, at the rate of 5 per cent. ﬁm-
anoum; also a sum or sums not exceeding in the £300,000,000 of like
bonds, the same in all respects, but m:bla, at the émm of the United States,
after fifteen years from the date of t issne, and & intereat at the rate of
{tper cent. per annum ; also a sum or sums not exmd.inf: in the aggregate
$1,000,000,000 of like bonds, the same in all respects, but payable, at the pleasure of
the United States, after from the date of their issue, and ng in-
terest at the rate of 4 per cent. annum ; all of which said scveral classes of
bonds and the interest thereon shall be exempt from the payment of all taxes or
duties of the United States, as well as from taxation in any form by or under
State, mnnicimor local authority; and the said bonds shall have set forth and ex-

esaed upon Jace the ified conditions, and shall, with their coupons,
g; made payable at the Treasury of the United States. But mothing in this act,
or in any other law now in force, shall be construed to authorize any increase what-
ever of the bonded debtof the United States.

‘Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby
anthorized to sell and dispose of any of the bonds issued under this act, at not
less than their mrvnluo for coin, and to apply the proceeds thereof to the redemp-
tion of any of the bonds of the United tes outstanding, and known as 5.20
bonds, at their par value, or he may exchange the same for such 5.20 bonds, par
for par; but the bonds hereby authorized shall be used for no other pu what-
soever; and a sum not ex ng one-half of 1 per oggt» of the bonds herein an-

thorized is hereb: ropriated to the expense of preparing, issuing, adver-
tising, and dispoa{n;p gf tiu same.’ i e

“as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 16, page 272,

“And that the law of the United States amending said act of July
14, 1870, and referred to in the face of said bond, was approved Jan-
nary 20, 1871, and is in words and figures as follows, to wit:

‘Anact toamend an act entitled * An ngt;zmmdmthudnndingo! the national
abt

‘ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represontatives of the United States of
America in nasmb!e& That the amount of bonds anthorized by the act
approved July 14, 1870, entitled ‘*An act to authorize the refunding of the national
debt,” to be issned bearl.n,g‘.lsper cent. interest per annum be, and the same is,
increased to 500,000,000, and tho interest of an rtion of the bonds issuned under
said act, or this act, may, at the discretion Secretary of the Treasury, be
made payable q yearly: Provided, however, That this act shall not be con-
strued to authorize any inerease of the total amonnt of bonds provided for by the
act to which this act is an amendment.

‘Approved January 20, 1871."

“ag found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 16, page 399,
“These United States, for further answer, state that on the 14th day
of January, 1875, the Congress of the United States enacted a law to
provide for the resumption of specie payments, in words and fig-
ures following, to wit: -
*An act to provide for the resumption of specie paymenta,

* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
A mericain Congress asgsembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author-
fzed and %nimd. as rapidly as practicable, to canse to be coined at the minta of
the United gilver coins of the denominations of ten, twenty-five, and fift
cents, of standard value, and to issne them in redemption of an number mg
amount of fractional of similar denominations, or, at his diseretion, he
may issue such silver coins through the mints, the subtreasuries, public d ta-
ries, and post-offices of the United States; aod, npon such issue, he is
thorized and required to red an equal t of such fractional currency, until
the whole amount of such fractional currency outstanding shall be redeemed.

‘8kc. 2 Thatso much of section 2524 of the Revised Statutes of the United States
as provides for a charge of one-fifth of 1 per cent., for converting standard gold
gjﬁwmm coin is hereby repealed, and hereafter no charge shall Ee made for that

ce.

*SEc. 3. That section 5177 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, limitin

the aggregate amount of circulating notes of national-banking associations, be, an
ia hereby, repealed ; and each existing banking iation may i its cir-
culating notes in accordance with existing law without respect to said aggregate

limit; and new banking associations may be orgam in accordance with exist-
ing law without t to aaid aggregate limit; and the provisions of law for the
withdrawal and redistribution of national-bank currency among the several States
and Territories are hereby repealed. And whenever and so g‘ﬂan as circulating
notes shall be issued to any such banking association, so increasing its capital or
circnlating notes or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Treasury to redeem the legal-lender United States notes in excess
only of ,000,000, to the amonnt of 80 per cent. of the sum of pational-bank
notes so issued to any such banking association as aforesaid, and to continno such
redemption as such cireuln.lin% notes are issued until there shall be outstand
the sum of §300,000,000 of such legal-tender United States notes, and nomore. An
on and after the 1st day of January, A. D. 1879, the Secretary of the Treasury shall
redeem, in coin, the United States tender notes then outstanding on theéir pre-
sentation for mdemg! ion at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States
in the city of New York in sums of not less than £50. And to enable the Secreta
of the Treasury to prepare and provide for the redemption in this act authoriz;g
or required, he is authorized to nuse any surplus revenues, from time (o time, in the
Treasury not otherwise a iated, and to issue, sell, and dispose of, at not less
than par, in coin, cither @ descriptions of bonds of the United States described
in the act of Congress approved July 14, 1870, entitled, *An act to anthorize the
refunding of the national debt.," with like lities, privileges, and mnﬁh’om. to
the extent necessary to carry this act into full effect, and to use the p thercof

YII—3L

for the purposes aforesaid. And all provis f la nsisten rovis
ions of ’ih{u act are herlezylm adp un ot Jaw oy Ry e
BTE'&&I

‘Approved, January
“as found in the United States Statntes at Large, volume 18, 206.
“And that the bond sued on and herein copied was issued for the
purposes of said act, approved January 14, 1875, and expresses upon
its face the ‘ qualilies, privileges, and exemptions’ specified in the act
approved July 14, 1870, as required by said act of January 14, 1875.
“These United States further state that on the 18th day of Janu-
ary, 1837, the Congress of the United States enacted a law entitled
‘An act supplementary to the act entitled “An act establishing a
mint and regulating the coins of the United States,” approved Janu-
ary 18, 1837 which repealed all prior laws inconsistent therewith ;
and that section 8 of said act provided—
B e S R e s
onea (i}
metal and one hundred of nllllol;,;.l;I g o g
“And that section 9 of said act provided—
‘ That of the silver coina the dollar shall be of the weight of 412§ rrlhm; the
half dollar of the weight of 206} ns; the ?u.n.rhe‘r dollar of the weight of 103}

ins; the dime, or tenth part of a dollar, of the weight of 41} grains; and the

alf dime, or twenticth part of a dollar, of the weight of 20§ 58 ; and that dol-
lars, half dollars, and quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes shall be legal-tenders

of payment dix

ing to their value for any sums whatever.’
“as found in the United States Statutes at Large, volume 5, pages
137, 138, and following.

“These United States further state that by an act of Congress en-
titled ‘ An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the half dol-
lar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime, approved Febrnary 21, 1853/
the weight of the half dollar was reduced to 192 grains and the qnar-
ter dollar, dime, and half dime reduced to correspond with said half
dollar; and said coins of such reduced weight were declared ‘legal
tenders of payment for all sums not ingl 85, as found in vol-
ume 10, United States Statutes at Large, page 160,

“These United States further expresslys that the silverdollar of
the weight of 4124 grains and of the fineness of nine-tenths,as provi-
ded for in said act of Con approved January 18, 1837, was on said
July 14, 1870, a coin of the standard value of the United States, and
a full legal tender of payment for any and all sums whatever, ac-
cording to its nominal value, and its coinage to any amount, without
restrietion or limitation, at the mints of the United States, fully an-
thorized by law and so continued up to February 12, 1573,

“These United States, for further answer, state that by an act of
Congress entitled, ‘An act revising and amending the laws relative
to themints, assay-offices, and coinage of the Un.iteg States,’ approved,
February 12, 1873, found in the United States Statutes at Large, vol-
ume 17, pages 424 and following, the anthority of the officers at the
mints of the United States to coin silver into a dollar of 412} grains
standard weight and nine-tenths standard fineness, which had existed
by law in fall force without restriction or limitation from said Jan-
uary 18, 1837, up to said Februoary 12, 1873, was withdrawn and ab-
rogated, and by virtne of the provisions of said act approved Febru-
ary 12, 1873, the eilver dollar of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, cannot
be coined at the mints of the United States.

“These United States further state that section 13 of said act,
approved February 12, 1873, provides ‘that the standard for both
gold and silver coins of the United States shall be such that of one
thousand parts by weight nine hundred shall be of pure metal and
one hundred of alloy, and that said seetion 13 only continued in
full force and effect the said section 8 of the act of January 18,
1837, in the same words, as before quoted, and thereby fixed the
same standard weight and standard fineness for both gold and silver coins,
and which has therefore been continued from said Janunary 18, 1837,
up to the present time. These United States further state that by
section 1 of an act of Congress, entitled ‘ An act concerning the gold
coins of the United States and for other purposes,’ approved June
23, 1834, and &)uhltshed in volume 4, United ’ém Statutes at Large,
pages 699 and 700, it was provided—

‘That the gold coins of the United States shall contain the following quantities

of m that is to say, each eagle shall contain 232 grains of pare gold and 253
m&ﬂ uk standard gnl&; * = * each half eagle aad onih quamp r‘:azle shall
contain, res; s S

tively, one-half and one-fourth part as much as the m%m;

such eagle shall be of the value of ten dollars; * * * the half eagle and quar-
ter eaﬁlo to be of the half and one-fourth lpa.n of said eagle in value, ma];oct.lvaly i
and the said gold coins shall be receivable in all payments when of full weight,
according to their respective valnes; and when of less than full weight at
values, proportioned to their respective actual weights.’

“And that by an act of Congress entitled ‘ An act to authorize the
coinage of gold dollars and double eagles,’ approved March 3, 1849,
it was provided—

' SEc. 1. That there shall be from time to time struck and coined at the mint
of the United States and the branches thereof, conformably in all respects to law,
and conformably in all respects to the standard for gold coins now established by
law, coins of g d of the following denominations and values, viz: double amgiemi
each to be of the value of twenty dollars or units, and gold dollars, each to be o
the value of one dollar or unit.

‘8ec. 2 That for all sums whatever the double eagle shall be a legal tender
for twenty dollars, and the gold dollar shall be a legal-tender for one dollar.’

“And that by virtue of said sections of said acts the gold coin of the
standard weight 25.8 grains and standard fineness nine-tenths to the
dollar was . coin of the standard value of the United States’ on said
July 14, 1870, with unlimited legal tender power.

“These United States furthoer state that by section 14 of said act
approved February 12, 1873, it was provided— .

*That the gold coins of the United States shall be a one-dollar piece, which, at the
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standard weight of 25.8 gzrains shall be the unit of value; a quarter eagle or two-
and-a-half-lollar piece, a three-dollar piece, a half m_ﬁl:u:: five-dollar piece, an
le or ten-dollar piece, and a double eagie or twenty piece, and the stand-

ﬁ weight of the gold dollar shall be grains'—

“And the standard weight of the other pieces to correspond there-
with—
‘which coins shall be a legal tender in all pa ts at their inal valne when
not below the standard w(ﬁght. and limit of tolerance provided in this act for the
single piece.’

““And that by section 15 of said act, approved February 12, 1873, it
was provided—

“That the silver coins of the United States shall be a trade-dollar, a half dollar
or fifty-cent {nteoe. a quarter dollar or twenty-five-cent piece, a dime or ten-cent
piece; and the weight of the trade-dollar s! be 420 grains troy; the weight of

the half dollar shall be twelve grams (grammes) and one-half of a gram, ( me;)
th;gqhmrmdoﬂu and the dime shall mmﬁwly, one-half and one-fifth of the
Wi

t of said half dollar; and said coina shall be a legal tender at their nominal
value for any amount not exceeding §5 in any one payment.’

“ Thus changing the weifi,vht of the half dollar, as fixed by said act
of February 21, 1853, at 192 grains to 192.9 grains, and the weight of
the quarter dollar from 96 grains to 96.45 grains, and of the dime from
38.4 grains to 38.58 grains.

“And that by section 17 of said act of Febrnary 12, 1873, it was
further provided—

*That no coins, either of gn‘ld,rnilvo'r, or minor coinage, sh

of thed - g

all hereafter be {asued
from the mint other than those 4 L
set forth.’

s, and weights herein

“These United States further state that, by section 67 of said act
of February 12, 1873, it is provided—

* That this act shall be known as the “ coinage act of eighteen hundred and seventy
three;'' and all other acts and parts of acts pertaining to the mints, assay-offices,
and coinage of the United States inconsistent with tho provisions of this act are
hercby repealed : Provided, That this wct shall not be construed ro affect any act
done, right accrued, or penalty under former acts, but every such right is
hereby saved.’

“And these United States expressly state that the silver coin of 4123
grains,nine-tenthsfine, to the dollar—thestandard weightand fineness
fixed by act of January 18, 1837, and continued by act of Febrnary
12, 1873—was ‘coin of the standard value of the United States on
said July 14, 1870, and ever since has been and now is ‘a coin of
the standard valne of the United States,” with nunlimited legal-tender
power, and that the said proviso in seetion 67 of said act of Febrnary
12,1873, has expressly saved and eontinued in full force every ‘right
acerued under former acts’ to said silver coin of 412} grains, nine-
tenths fine, to the dollar, and that the said ‘right,’ so acerued and
saved and continued to such silver coin, includes its ‘standard valoe’
as a dollar and its funlimited legal-tender power’ in payment of
all sums at its nominal value.

“ These United States further state that by virtne of the provisions
of the laws aforesaid ‘ coin of the standard value of the United States
on said July 14, 1570, fixed by law with unlimited legal-tender
power consisted of ill, 25.8 grains weight, nine-tenths fine, fo the
dollar, and of silver 412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar.

“These United States furtherstate that bondholder prior to and at
ihe date of the purchase of said bond had actual and legal notice of
the provisions and requirements of all the aforesaid acts of Con
the laws of theland ; and that the said laws of July 14, 1870, amend
by act of Janunary 20, 1871, and of Jan 14, 1875, authorizing the
issue and eale of said bond, and without which said bond never could
have had existence, expressly provided and required that said bond
and all other bonds issned thereunder shall be payable, redeemable,
‘in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14,
15870, and ‘shall have sef forth and expressed upon their face the
above-specified conditions;’ and that in pursnance of the explicit
provisions and requirements of said laws the said bond has set forth
and expressed upon its face the said condition that it is redeemable
‘in c?in of the standard value of the United States on said July 14,

870,
“These United States exglrmly charge that the ¢ said July 14, 1870,
was and is the precise and definite time fixed by the plain words of
the said laws authorizing the issue of said bond, and set forth and
expressed upon the face of said hond itself in dgla‘m words, and
expressly agreed upon by and between the bondholder and these
United Btates for t‘i.:: settlement, the determination, of the kind of
coin and of the standard weight and fineness and the standard value
of the coin with whieh and in which the bond, principal and inter-
est, is payable.

“These United States further state that by the terms of the laws
anthorizing the issue of said bond, and by the plain words of the
bond itself, the solemn written obligation between these United
States and said bondholder, and about the meaning and construc-
tion of which there can be and there is no donbt, patent or latent,
these United States have the indisputable right, authority, and privi-
lege, in law and in equity, in morality and common honesty, toredecm
and pay off the said bond, principal and interest, either in gold coin
of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in silver coin of 412}
graing, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar. :

“And these United States now tender to the plaintiff, bondholder,
the principal sum and interest, as specified in the bond, in silver
coin of the standard value of the United States on said J uly 14,
1870, to wit, in silvér coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dol-
lar, in full payment and satisfaction of said bond, and assert that

such payment in such coin is a perfect eom)ﬂlianco with the provis-
ions of the laws anthorizing its issne and with the terms of the Lond
itself and with all known and recognized principles of national
henor and public faith.

“THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.”

The replication of bondholder to this answer is as follows:
“ DONDHOLDER, PLAINTIFF,

against In the High Court of National
Tae UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Honor and Publie Faitl.
defendants.

“Bondholder, the said plaintiff, in reply to the answer of the United
States, admits that his bond ia correctly copied in the answer;
and admits 1he passage of the several acts of Congress, as stated in
the answer ; and that the sections and portions of said several acts,
i;ﬂurportiug to be copied, are correctly copied and quoted. This

ndholder admits that, in a mere technical, legal sense, the silver
dollar of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, was on said July 14, 1870, a
coin of standard value of the United Btates, with full {egni-tender
power and without restriction upon its coinage, and so continued up
to February 12, 1873, and that said act of Febmrary 12, 1873, abro-
Fxbed the anthority to coin such a silver dollar, and such silver dol-

ar thereafter ceased to be a coin of the United States; and that on
said July 14, 1870, the standard weight and fineness of the gold coin
was 25.8 ins, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar.

“This bondholder denies that the silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-
tenths fine, to the dollar, since the p: of the act of February
12, 1873, has been or now is a coin of the standard value of the
United States, with nnlimited legal-tender power, as char in the
answer, and denies that the proviso in section 67 of said act has
saved the right acerued under former acts to said silver coin or that
the right saved by said proviso includes its standard valoe as a dollar
or its unlimited legal-tender power.

“This bondholder admits notice of the provisions and requirements
of all said laws and that esaid bond contains the words quoted in
said answer, This bondholder denies that said July 14, 1870, was or
is the precise and definite time fixed upon for the determination of
the coin and the standard value of the coin wherein said bond is

yable. Bondholder denies that the United States have the right,
in good faithand morality and as a matter of publie policy, to pay said
bond in silver coin of 4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or to
tender to or to require bondholder to accept payment of said bond in
such silver coin, or that such a payment in such coin wounld Le a
compliance with what was contemplated by the parties at the time
this bondholder bought and paid for said bond in gold coin alone or
with national honor or publie faith. This bondholder, farther reply-
ing, insists that the United States must pay him the principal and
interest of said bond in gold coin alone, of the standard value of
25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, and, in support of hisright to
snch payment in such gold coin alone, begs toquote the exactlanguage
of the distingnished Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, in
his annnal report to the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress,
and in his language to state that—

‘Silver dollars have not been in circulation in the United States since 1837; and
since 1853 fractional silver coins have beeu in circulation amd a legal tender only
for limited sams, and have not been templated as the li of payment
since any considerable portion of the outstanding bonds were issued.’

“And that—

'On the 10th of June, pending the subscriptions, the Becretary informed the asso-
ciates, in an official letter, that, as the Government exacts in payment for these
honds their face value in gold coin, it Was not anticipated that any future legisla-
tion of Congress or any aciion of any tlopamnant of the Government would sane-
tion or tol ther tion of the principal of these bonds or the payment of
the interest thereon in coin of less walne than the coin authorized by law at the
time of their issue, being gold eoin. And the general confidence of the publie that
80 just o principle of good faith wonld be observed by the Government no doubt

y contributed to the suecess of the loan. Whatever policy the Governmeut
may mkv’::;at aug time in its system of coi.age, it shoukl not reduece tho value of
the coin in which it pays its obligationa below that it demanded and received. The
Becretary carnestly urges Congress to giveils sanction o this assuranes.’

“This plaintiff, relying upon the act of Congress of February 12,
1873, omifting the anthority to coin silver dollars of 4124 grains,
nine-tenths fine, and making the gold dollar of 25.8 graius, nine-
tenths fine, the unit of value, as quoted in defendant’s answer; and
also upon the official statements and assurances of the honorable the
Secretary of the Treasury, the agent of the United States; and also
upon the enlightened poliey, the national honor, and the publie faith
of the Unitecf States, bought and paid for said bond in gold coin
alone, which was the only coin incircunlation, and now demands pay-
ment in gold coin alone, and refuses o accept payment in silver coin
of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to the.dollar, not now authorized to
be coined at any mint of the United States, and avers that the mar-
ket or commercial value of the silver in the silver dollar of 4i2%

ins, nine-tenths fine, is less than the gold dollar; and avers,in the
anguage of the same distinguished Secretary—

*If the market valoe of the silver in the new coin (meaning the silver dollar of
4124 grains, nine-tenths fine) is less than the gold dollar, a forced payment in the now
coin (referring to said silver dollar) is a mgudmtlm: of a part of Lis debt. The
saving that would thus be made is ntterly insignilicant compared with the injury
done to the public eredit. And even as to huug issucd prior to February 12, 1813,
publie policy and enlightened self-interest require us to pay them in the coin tien
in circulation and contemplated by Loth parties as the medium of payments.”




1878.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE.

483

“And that—

‘It does not become a nation like ours to avail itself of the market de
gilver to a small saving by the myment of silver dollars ins
sontemp! when the bonds were 1ssued.’

“This bondholder, in further support of his demand for payment in
gold alone, and as an estospel to thoe attempt of the United States to

ray in silver dollars of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, quotes the exact
%anguage of the distingunished Chief Executive officer of the United
States used by him in his m to Congress in December, 1877,
when referring to the payment of the bonds of the United States, as
follows:

*All the bonds that have been issned since February 12, 1873, when gold became
the only unlimited legal-tender metallie curreney of the conntry, are f:stl paya-
ble in gold coin ar in coin of equal value, During the time of these issues the only
dollar that could be or was received by the Government in exchange for bonds was
the gold dollar. To require the publie creditors to take in repayment any dollar
of less commercial value wonld be regarded by them asarlpudiaﬁmoft.hc)ull obli-
gation asswmed. The bonds jssued prior to 1873 were issued at a time when the
gold dollar was the only coin in circulation or plated by cither the Govern-
ment or the holders of the bonds as the coin in which they were to be paid. Itis
{ar better to Eﬁ%&hm bonds in that coin than to seem to take advantage of the
unforeseen fal gilver bullion to pay in a new issue of silver coin thus made so
much less valnable. The power of the United States to coinmoney and to regulate
the value thereof onght never to be exercised for the of enabling the Gov-
ernment to pay its obligations in a coin of less value than that contemplated by the
parties when {Im boods were issued. Any attempt to pay the national indebted-
ness in a coinage of less ial valoe than the money of the world wounld in-
vnlvet:violntkm of the public faith and work irreparable injury to the publie

‘An adherence to the wise and just &}o‘l.lcy of an exact ohservance of the public
faith will enable the Government rapidly to redoce the burden of interest on the
national debt to an amount exceeding §20,000,000 per annum, and effect an aggro-
mmgmtb«tmim States of more than §300,000,000 before the bonds can be

“And now this bondholder ma};euﬂully and confidently snbmits
that, although the words of the laws of the United States authoriz-
ing the issue of said bond, and the words of the bond itself, can be
interpreted in a strictly technical and legal sense to favor the view
that said bond, principal and interest, ‘is redeemable in coin of the
standard value of the ?Jnit-ed States on said July 14, 1570, as claimed
by the United States in their answer, yet, in view of the said acts of
Febroary 12, 1873, and of January 14, 1875, and of the official state-
ments and assurance of the distmguiahed Secretary of the Treasury
of the United States, and of the distinguished Chief Executive of
the United States, as herein quoted, the United States of America
a great and anligi:tened nation, will not now tarnish its national
honor and impugn its public faith and abandon its heretofore wise and
Jjust policy and inflict a fatal blow to its enlightened self-in t-lzamsi;abl}Y
attem;]:lt:‘g to pay said bond in the depreciated and demonetized sil-
ver dollar of 4 ﬂ'ﬂins, nine-tenths fine.

“And therefore this bondholder demands payment in gold coin alone
and that by the jugment of this high court of national honor an
public faith payment in such gold coin alone may be enforced.

“ BONDHOLDER, Plaintiff.”

‘What are the admissions'in this case and the questions in issue 7

The admissions are— :

First. It is admitted that Bondholder paid in gold for his bond.

Second. It is admitted that the bond is truly copied in the answer.

Third. It is admitted that the dates of the laws anthorizing the
issue of the bond, and relating to the gold and silver coins, are cor-
rectly given in the answer, and the quotations and extracts from said
laws, in said answer, are co ¥

Fourth. It is admitted that “coin of the standard valoe of the
United States on said July 14, 1870,” fixed by law with unlimited
legal-tender power, consisted of gilver of 412} grains weight, nine-
tenths fine, to the dollar, and of gold of 25.8 grains weight, nine-tenths
fine, to the dollar.

Fifth. It is admitted that bii the act of February 12, 1873, known
as the “ coinage act of 1873,” the authority to issue a silver coin of
412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar was abrogated, and
gince that date no such silver dollar can be coined.

The questions ﬁut in issue by the denials of Bondholder are three
in number, as follows :

It is denied by Bondholder—

First. That the silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to the
dollar has been since the act of February 12, lmmnow is a coin
31 the standard value of the United States with unlimited legal-ten-

er power.

1t is denied by Bondholder—

Second. That said July 14, 1870, was or is the precise and definite
time fixed by law and by the bond for the determination of the coin
and the standard value of the coin wherein said bond is payable.

It is denied by Bondholder—

Third. That the United States have the right in good faith and
morality, and as maiter of public policy, to pay the bond in silver
coin of 412r grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in any other
than the gold coin of the value paid therefor, notwithstanding the
mere legal effect of the words of said laws and said bond; for the
following six reasons, to wit:

First. %ccansa the said silver dollars have not been in circnlation
as money in the United States since 1837, and were not at the time
of his purchase of the bond; and at that time the gold dollar was
the only coin in circulation or contemplated as the coin in which said
bond was to be paid.

Secoud. Decause the act of February 12, 1873, demonetizing the

intion of
of the coin

said silver dollar led the purchaser of the bond thereafter issned to
expeet payment in gold coin alone.

Third. Because the power of Congress under the Constitntion to
coin money and regulate the value thereof ought never to be exer-
cised to enable the Government to pay its obligations in a coin of
less value than that contemplated when the bonds were issued.

Fourth. Because the public assurances of the officials of the Gov-
ernment when negotiating the sale of the bonds thaf they should be
paid in gold alone, which was paid for them, led the purchasers to
ax{)ect pagement in gold alone.

"ifth. Because it is far better for the people, as a matter of wise
and jost policy, to pay the bonds in gold alone, and will be a saving
to them of millions of dollars by reducing the rate of interest on the
public debt by funding in bonds bearing a lower rate of interest.

Sixth. Becgause to force the bondholder to aceept in payment of his
bond any dollar of less commercial or market value than the gold dol-
lar, which he paid for his bond and which was the only coin then
authorized by ]i'n.w with full legal-tender power, would be regarded
as a repudiation of the full obligation assumed and would involve a vio-
lation of public faith and would tarnish the national honor.

I will now consider in order the three questions put in issue by the
denials of Bondholder and the six reasons given under the third ques-
tion.

First. The act of February 12, 1873, prescribed and continued in
full force in almost the very same words “the standard for both gold
and silver coins” fixed by the act of Januvary 18, 1837, as shown by
the extracts from each of said acts before quoted. The act of Febru-
ary 12, 1873, made no change in the standard value of the gold coins,
nor did it make any change in the standard value of the silver coins.
1t wholly omitted any mention of a silver dollar of 412} (E'uins\_. nine-
tenths fine, but did not alter, change, or modify its standard value or
the standard value of 412} grains, nine-tenthsfine, ofsilver. From Jan-
uary 18,1837, up to that act the standard value of a silver coin of 412§
grains standard weight and nine-tenths standard fineness had been
one dollar of one hundred cents invested with unlimited legal-tender
power in payment of all sums. The proviso in section 67 of said act
of Feb 12, 1573, expressly saved and continuned in full force ev
right which had accrued under former acts—the act of January 18,
1837—and this right, so saved and continued, which had accrued to the
silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, was its standard value as
a dollar and its unlimited legal-tender power, and by virtue thereof
the said silver dollar of 4124 grains, niue-tenths fine, has continued to
be and now is a coin of the standard value of the United States with
unlimited legal-tender power.

In support of the fact established by the law, that said silver coin
of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, is still a coin of the standard value
of the United States, and was and is a dollar with unlimited legal-
tender power, I cite the open, notorious, published, and known acts
of the Government and its Treasury officials. By article 1001 of the
revised regulations relating to the collection of customs, issned and
published by the Treasuge])epa:tment January1,15874, in a bound vol-
ume entitled * Customs Regulations, 1&74,” page 488, it is provided:

Bilver dollars of the United States other than the trade-dollar, though no longer
coined or issued, aro receivable for duties at their nominal valoe in unlimited sums.

Silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes, coined previous to
Aggil. 1853, are reced for daties at their nominal value in unlimited sums.

Silver trade-dollars, also silver half dollars, quarter dollars, dimes, and half dimes,
coined since April 1, 1853, are receivable for inﬁm in amounts not exceeding §5in
one payment.

I further cite article 2099, being a
Enrtment, issued and published in a cire letter of February 6, 1875,

y Charles F. Conant, Acting Secretary, addressed to the surveyor of
customs, Saint Louis, Missouri, in which it is said:

In reply, you are informed that tho silver dollara of the United States, other
than those known as “‘trade-dollars,” will be received for payment of duties on
imports to any amount whatever. 1

Thus the open, published, and everywhere known acts of the Gov-
ernment and its officials have proclaimed that this silver dollar of
412} grains, nine-tenths fine, is a coin of standard value of the United
States, with unlimited Iega.i—tcmdr power. These regulations were
issued and published since the act of February 12, 1873, was passed,
and undor section 3009 of the Revised Statutes of the United States,
which reads:

All duties npon im{mﬂs ghall be collected in ready money, and shall be paid in
eoin or in United Stales notes payable on demand, authorized to be issued prior to
the 25th day of Febrnary, 1862, and by law receivable in payment of public dacs.

These regulations and this law manifested to all persons the inten-
tion and understanding of the Government in determining what coin
was under the law.

Now, Mr. President, it has been stated that although the sfandard
value of silver coin as a dollar and its unlimited legul-tendes power
were not taken away by the act of February 12, 1873, yet they have
been taken away by the Revised Statutes. Now, I assert positively
that the Revised Statutes do not affect, directly or indirectly, the old
silver dollar of 412} grains weizght, nine-tenths fine, issued prior to
the passage of the act of February 12, 1873. The Revised Statutes
are simply a compilation of the existing laws in force at that time.
Section 15 of the act of I'ebruary 12, 1873, has the precise langnage
in it which section 3586 in the Revised Statutes has. It has addi-
tional words, but these words contained in section 3530 are taken
verbatim from section 15 of the act of February 12, 1873:

That the silver coins of the United States shall bo u trade-dollar, &o, * * *

ation of the Treasury De-
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And said coins shall be a legal tend
exceeding §5 in any one payment.
Section 35806 says:
The silver coins of the United States shall be a legal tender at their nominal
value for any amount not exceeding §5 in auy one payment.

at their i

1 value for any amount not

‘Which means aimplly, can only mean, “the silver coins now anthor-
ized to be issned by law,” and the language does not affect silver
coins which had been issued prior to that time and under prior laws.

In regard to the second denial of the bondholder the second ques-
tion in dispute.

Second. The act of July 14, 1870, says the bonds issued thereunder
shall be “redeemable in coin of the present standard value,” which
can only mean the “said July 14, 1870,” the date of the approval of
the act. And the bond itself is aqtl::lly explicit in its plain words,
which say, “ redeemable in coin of the standard value of the United
States on said July 14, 1870.” To every unprejudiced mind it mnst
be as apparent as the unclouded sun in meridian that * said July 14,
1870,” was and is the precise, the specific, the definite day and year,
the time fixed by law and by the bond and by the parties—the Gov-
ernment and the bond-purchaser—for ascertaining, deciding, and
unalterably determining the coin and its standard weight and fine-
ness to the dollar and the standard value of the dollar meant by the
word “dollar” in the bond, and in which the dollar promised to be
paid by the bond shall be anablo.

Said time was 8o in the interest and for the benefit, ndvnnt.stﬁ?,
and profit of the bond-purchaser and to induce him to purchase the
bond by inspiring in him a moral certainty and an nnshaken confi-
dence that every dollar, prineipal and interest, named in the bond
would be paid in a coin dollar of silver or gold of a fixed, certain,
and unchangeable weight and fineness, and not subject to the ordi-
nary fluctuations of market or commereial value or purchasing power,
and not even subject to change or alteration by the sovereign power
of Congress.

With this precise time fixed by law and by the bond the bond-
purchaser knew the exact weight and fineness of the silver or gold
coin called *‘a dollar” in his bond, and in which his bond would be
paid; and that, althongh Congress, influenced by the whims or prej-
udices of the people or in the'exercise of its just counstitutional

wer, might lawfally declare a coin of gold 25.8 ;tgimina, nine-tenths

e, or o silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, to be of the
standard value of §2 or §1.50 or any other sum ater or less than
$1, yet such act of Congress could not affect the dollar of his bond.

The bond-purchaser knew that the dollar named in his bond, and
thereby promised to be paid to him, was a silver coin of 412} grains,
nine-tenths fine, or a gold coin of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, un-
changeably fixed, sure and steadfast and reaching into all futurity.

The Government and the bond-purchaser knew what had been
done by Congress touching coins, and that Congress had, by act of
June 28, 18’.}»5, reduced the weight of the gold coin from 27 grains to
25.8 grains and its fineness from 916§ parts to B99.225 parts to the
dollar, and had again, by act of January 18, 1837, changed its fine-
ness from 899,225 to 900, or nine-tenths; and that Congress had also,
by aet of January 18, 1837, reduced the weight of the silver dollar
from 416 grains to 412} grains, and changed its fineness from 892.4
to 900, or nine-tenths, and had made like changes in the fractional
silver eoins.

To remove all donbts and uncertainty as to what Congress might
do and as to what might be the policy or the interest of the Gov-
ernment between the time of the issue of the bond and its payment,
the words of the law and the words of the bond, the solemn written
obligation, fixed the time for determining the coin, its weight and
fineness to the dollar, and fixed the weight and tineness of every
dollar named in the bond. The silver coin of 412} grains weigh
nine-tenths fine, is the equivalent of every dollar named in an

romised to be n}mid by the bond. Of this there can be no doubt.

nder the third question in issue, the bondholder gives six specific
reasons why his bond shounld not be paid in silver and why it should
be paid in gold alone,

Let us consider each of these reasons in their order.

First. As to the first reason assigned,

These are mere asserti and are not correct, either in fact or in
law. The same assertions are in the amendment proposed by the
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. EDMUNDS.] They are heralded far and
near as facts, and are paraded before the public in the press, notably
80 in a leading editorial in the New York Herald of Januoary 16,
headed “Senator EDMUNDS on silver,” in which is this expression :

By requiring the whole revenue from customs to be collected in gold the Govern-

operatiors

ment has maintained an active relation between its flscal and coined
money, but none of that coined money was silver.

I have already proved by the récord and rules of the Treasury De-
partment that **customs dues” have been payable in silver, even in
silver half dollars, (\%arter dollars, dimes, and flal.f dimes, coined prior
to April 1, 1853 hy are such reckless assertions made? The
people will yet learn the facts as they are, not as they are recklessly
asserted to be. d

Mr. KERNAN. May I ask the Senator, is it not trne that every hon-
est government when it demonetizes a coinage, if there are eoins of
that kind in circulation, always receives them in payment of its own
debts. That was so as to the coin in England when they no longer
made it a legal tender; the government itself put the loss on the

government, on the whole people, not on individnals, by saying they
would reeeive it thongh they would not pay it out.

Mr. COCKRELL. . President, it bas not been the policy of the
United States, and if the Senator from New York will refer to the act
of 1834 he will find that the coins issued prior to that act, divested
of their legal-tender power, have been depreciated by that act and
not made a legal tender after that time. They were made a tender
for the amount which they represented in coin.

Silver dollars, or silver coins, have been (Fractically as much in cir-
culation as money, as currency, as the gold dollars or gold coins.

Since 1861 neither gold nor silver has Leen actually used and eir-
cunlated as money in the business transactions of the country. Every
one knows this fact. No debts, no contracts, no purchases, have been
actually paid in gold or silver coins. They have not been in use as
circulating money to any extent. They have been bought and sold
as mere commodities and articles of merchandise, on speculation, jus
as wheat, corn, tobacco, rki‘snd beef have been bonght and sold.
Everybody remembers * ].l);iac Friday.” Was gold in circulation as
money in New York City on that memorable day? No, Mr. President
it was a mere commodity, wildly and recklessly bought, sold, and
speculated on.

Let us examine the statistics: from 1837 the relative value estab-
lished by law between gold and silver has been 1 to 15.988, estimat-
ing one ounce of pure gold as equal to 15.933 ounces of pare silver.
The statistics show that from 1851 to 1861 the relative value of ‘gold
to silver ranged from 1 to 15.19” to 1 fo 15.58,” being 1 to 15.50 in
1861 and 1 to 15.36 in 1862, 1863, and 1864; and in 1 1 to 15.44
and in 1566 1 to 15.42. At this date the silver coin of 4124 grains
weight, nine-tenths fine, was worth 103.63 cents, or over §l1 and 3.6
cents in gold. In 1571 the ratio was 1 to 15.58, or one silver dollar
of 100 cents, equal to 10257 cents in gold. In 1872 the ratio was
1 to 15.63, or one silver dollar of 100 cents was equal to 102.25 cents
in gold. In 1873 the ratio was 1 to 15.91, or one silver dollar was

ual to one gold dollar and .46 of a cent more.

1873 the coinage of the silver dollar of 412} grains, nine-tentks
fine, was discontinued, and in 1874 the relative valoe was 1 to 16.17,
or one silver dollar of 100 cents was only equal to 98.56 cenis in
gold. In 1875 it was 1 to 16.58, or one silver dollar equal to 96.43
cents in gold. In 1876 it was 1 to 17.87, or one silver dollar equal
to 89.22 cents in gold.

These statistics show the relative value of the silver dollar to the
gold dollar. Silver dollars of 412 grains, nine-tenths fine, were worth
more than gold dollars of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, until the coin-
age of the silver dollar was discontinued by act of Febrnary 12, 1573.
Bondholder, backed by Senator EDMUNDS in his proposed amend-
ment, says the silver dollar was not in circulation, was not being
coined ; was obsolete, chimes in the New York Herald.

The statistics of the Mint will furnish record evidence. These show
the coinage of the silver dollar as follows: In 1865, 854,800 ; in 1869,
$231,350; in 1570, $588,308; in 1871, 8657 ,929 ; and in 15872, $1,112,961 ;
and from July 1, 1872, to the discontinuance of the coinsge under
actof February 12, 1873, 8977,150 ; and had its coinage been continued
to June 30, 1873, it would have been for the fiscal year 1873, $1,571,102;
thus showing 4,216,450 silver dollars coined in these six years named.
These facts—not mere assertions—show the actual coinage of the silver
dollar, and the rapid and wonderful increase of its coinage up to the
day its coinage was discontinued. What was the cuina!;e of the gold
dollar for the same years? In 1868, $10,550; in 18069, §5,925; in 1570,
$9,335; in 1871,83,940; in 1872, §1,030; in 1873, §2,545; and in 1574 it
was $323,920, and fell in 1875 to §20. We now see the relative valune
and coinage as they were—not as they are asserted to have been. I
have prepared tables of statistics showing the value and number of
pieces of gold coins from 1793 to 1877, and the same of silver coins for
same period, issued from the mints of the United States, with the
ratio of dollars in silver coins to the dollars in gold coins, and the
ratio as to number of pieces of each. It is mathematically exact.

The value and number of pieces of gold coins from 1193 to 1577,

Value. No. pieces,
§809, 508, 440 in double eagles ... --. 40,479,022

56, 707, 220 inmﬁlea e

69, 412, 815 in eagles.

26, 795, 750 }: hunrmr eagles.

1, 300, 032 100-dolIAT PIOOES .. ccvadecaivseconsassonarsasnsmen 33,
1D, 345, 438 in dollar Pleces - cceeecerarcanssmnsmanansns By ksssliasiss 19, 345, 438
983, 150,695 In Zold G0M.caeiacsic siaiennnasaasnnanestsnns saneinsasss D) 540,230

The value and number of pieces of silver coins from 1793 to 1877.

Value, No. pieces.
£3, 045,838 00 in dollar pleces ...c.veeeccesncenseannmsrassrennansenas 8, 043, 738
118, 869, 540 50 in half-dollar pieces .......ccecevucrisennarsanncinnnss 237, 734, 081
34, 774, 121 50 in quarter-doliar pieces <. 139, 096, 436

270,858 00 in twenty-cent pieces . 1, 354, 290
16, 141, 786 30 in dimes............. 161, 417, H6

4, 906, 946 90 in half dimes ...... 93, 134, 938
1,941,850 20 in A e SR R S SRR e SR W T
184, 290, 041 40 6e8, 120, 536
24, 581, 350 00 in trade-dollars ....cccciavscsceccsnnssanscnsnneaneans. 24, 381, 350
20d, 872, 201 40 713, 102, 1:6

For every dollar issned in all the silver coins there have been
issued $4.70+% in all the gold coins.

For every gold piece coined there have been seven pieces and
eighty-seven-hundredths of a piece coined insilver.
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Mr. BAYARD. Let me draw my friend’s attention to one fact. Of
conrse heis speaking with the Governmenttables before him ; but I ask
him whether this large number of fractional pieces of silver did not
consist of half dollars, quarter dollars, twenty-cent pieces, dimes, half
dimes, and three-cent pieces, and whether in considering the number of
pieces of silver which the Mint has coined he has not counted these
minute coins, these subsidiary coins of the country, as equal fo the
units of coinage, the dollar of gold or of silver?

1 will also ask him while I am up whether the tables before him do
not show that five times more of gold has been coined and delivered
from the mints than of silver from the foundation of the Government
to the beginning of the present year?

Mr. COCKRELL. In regard to the last question, they show pre-
cisely to the hundredth part of a cent what 1 have stated. I have
not one solitary fignre in my statement which is not mathematically
exact beyond any dispute according to Dr. Linderman in his Money
and Legal Tender, just issued.

Mr. BAYARD. 1 ask only the attention of my friend, not for the
mrpose of diverting him, to the point whether the statement I have
ust made as taken from the tables of the Mint up to the present
rear——

3 Mr. COCKRELL. I have compared them, and it is so.

Mr. BAYARD. 1 ask, then, whether the statement I have just made
in regard to the proportion of coinage is not correct? The Senator
stated just now, very accurately, that from the foundation of the
Mint nntil the 30th of June, 1877, the total gold coinage amounted to

« §983,150,695. I ask him whether, during the same period, the total

silver coinage did not amount to $184,200,941 1

Mr. COCKRELL. Those figures are correct, exceptthat the Senator
has left off the trade-dollar, over §24,000 000. 1 include the trade-
dollar, and that is just the difference. The trade-dollar is in my
estimate, and it is not in that of the Senator. Of all the other silver
coins issued, leaving ont the trade-dollar, there were §184,290,941.40.
1 add to that 24,681,350 dollar pieces issued in the form of trade-
dollars, and they make an aggregate of §208,872,291.40, and they
make one dollar of silver for every £4.70y%; issued in the gold coins.
I know that these ﬁgum have not been generally before a great por-
tion of the people of the United States. Iknow that assertions are
published in the press and in speeches and go forth to the country as
facts when they are only assertions. I give not one figure which is
not mathematically exact, or Dr. Linderman and the Government
officials have falsified the facts. Iam governed by their reports, and
1 know that I have made the caleulations to a fraction.

The gilver coins include dollar pieces, balf-dollar pieces, quarfer-

dollar pieces, twenty-cent pieces, dimes, half dimes, three-cent pieces,
and the trade-dollar, Now the Senator from Delaware asks me if
the at portion of these were not subsidiary coins, if they were

not half dollars and quarter dollars, &e? Yes, Mr, President, a very
large portion of these coins were subsidiary coins, and I tell the
Senator from Delaware that the subsidiary coing, as they are now
stigmatizingly called, were, prior to the 1st dayof April, 1853, the
half dollar and quarter dollar, the dime, and the half dime, full legal
tender for all debts and sums withount any diserimination or distine-
tion. They stood upon the same platform with the gold dollar, which
was never coined until 1849, I am sorry that I did not have time to
complete all the calenlations that I had eontemplated submitting on
another bill; but 1 will show you one item for the benefit of the
Senator from Delaware.

There were prior to the 1st day of April, 1853, coined in the United
States £68,679,507 of half dollars with full legal-tender power,
and if yon will examine the tables you will see that there was an
enormous sum of gnarter-dollar Cpieceu issned prior to April 1, 1853,
and they are to-day invested by Congress with unlimited legal-tender

wer, and the Government to-day will receive them in payment of

ts customs dues at their nominal value.

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator means, of course, half dollars coined
prior to 1853, which did eontain —

Mr. COCKRELL. Two hundred and six and one-fourth grains.

Mr. BAYARD. Making every two half dollars equal to one dollar.

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, sir.

Mr. BAYARD. But the Senator will recollect that in 1353 6%
grains were taken out of every half dollar in the country, and after
that time they were no longer a legal tender for an amount exceed-

'iu{{&fu That is correct, I believe.

r. COCKRELL. No, I think not. The new coins containing 192
grains instead of 206} grains were only a legal tender for §5, but the
old balf dollars already coined and stamped, half-dollar of 206}
grains, continued to be a legal tender for all amounts.

Mr. BAYARD. If my friend will do his countrymen and himself
the favor to read to them the report of Mr. Robert M. T. Hunter,
of Virginia, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance
he will find this fact stated as a reason why 6y; grains of standard
silver were taken out of every half dollar in the country: it was
becanse we conld not keep them. They had been undervalned,
and the consequence was, to use Mr. Hunter's phrase, they were
swept out of the United States, and there was no such thing in this
country, except as a matter of curiosity, as a half dollar of the full
standard weiglit. He states that it was necessary to clip the wings
of the coin that was leaving us, becaunse we undervalued 1t here, and
of course it went to other countries where it was properly valued.
That was the reason why tho coin was debased by taking from it a

part of its standard silver in order that we might keep it here for nse
among our people for small chunge ; and that coin, so debased, never
was by law ecapable of paying a debt over $5 in amount.

Mr. COCKRELL. Why, Mr. President, the Senator and I perfectly
agree on the question that the depreciated silver half dollar author-
ized by the act of Februnary 21, 1853, was only a legal tender for
amounts not exceeding $5. I have not said a word about that.
That is not my proposition. It is that the old silver half dollar of
206} grains, coived at the Mint from 1837 to 1853, was left a legal
tender and is still a legal tender to-day.

Mr. BAYARD. There were none of them.

Mr. COCKRELL. That is a question of fact as to whether there
were or not. There may not have been any of them in circulation
upon the Atlantic slope, the hem of the border of the garment that
covers this country; but in the great Mississippi Valley, settled by
the pioneers and hardy western men, the 013 silver half dollar of
206} grains and the old silver dollar were still used; and even in
my own country, since the close of the war, those old silver dollars
and half dollars have been brought out from their hiding places
where they were kept during the war. The silver coins have always
been prized by the people of the conntry.

A few more sfatisties will be instractive.

Estimating the entire population of the United states at forty-
five millions of persons of all ages, sexes, and colors, the aggregate
separate pieces of gold coin issned from the mints of the United
States®rom 1793 to 1877 will give to each person two pieces and
4 #048fs of a piece, while the aggregate separate pieces of silver
coin for the same period will givefifteen piecesand $3}37414 of a piece,
or nearly sixteen pieces, to each person, or 7y picces of silver coins
to one gold coin.

These are indisputable facts, not assertions.

Let it be remembered, too, that up to 1853 all the silver coins, ex-
cept the three-cent pieces,were full legal-tenders, and thereafter the
fractional or subsidiary silver coins were taken as full legal tenders
in ordinary business transactions.

The assertions are false in fact. We will now consider the law.

By the words of the law and of the Lbond the silver coin of
4124 grains, nine-tenths fine, was a dollar with unlimited legal-tender
power, and no sane man could have contemplated or expected that
the plain words of both the law and the bond would be broken, dis-
regarded, and trampled under foot to gratify his whim, his vain de-
lusion, by Enying back to him the very same kind of dollars or gold
coins which he may have paid for his bond.

Do the bondholders desire to strike from the law and from the
face of their bonds the words “ coin of the standard value of the
United States on said July 14, 1870,” and thus violate the plain
words of the law and of their bonds, and thus absolve and release the
United States from all the obligations imposed by the words of the
law and of their bonds? If the bondholders will thus violate and
break the terms of the law and of the bond, they cannot insist any
longer that the United States are bound by them; the law and the
contract are nullified, and the United States are free to pay their
bonds in lawful money, whatever Congress may determine that to be.

Second. As to the second reason.

The p: of the act of Febrnary 12, 1873, omitting the silver
dollar of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, and abrogating the right of the
mints to coin such dollars, could not possibly or reasonably have ledany
purchaser of a bond issued under the plain words of the act of July 14,
1870, and having set forth and expressed upon the face of the bond
itself, in the simplest words of plain English, “ redeemable in coin of
the standard value of the United States ON S8AID JULY 14, 1870,” to sus-
pect, much less to believe, that his bond would be paid in gold coin
alone, of the commercial or market valne of the gold coin at the time
of his purchase. If there has been such a purcﬂser, I must say he
is a fit subject for an inquisition of lunacy.

If he read the law authorizing the officers of the Government to
issue the bond, or if he read the words of the bond before purchas-
ing, every such delusion, every such hallucination, must have been
dispelled. Whether he read the law or the bond, he is fairly and
justly chargeable with actual as well as legal notice of the Jaw and
of the terms of the bond, unless he were insane. Insanity is the only
escape. Will the bondholder plead it?

As to the third reason—

Congress had the right to anthorize the issue of the bonds and to
make them redeemable simply in coin of the standard value of the
United States or simply in coin without reference to weight or fine-
ness or value, and to have specified in the face of the bond that it
was redeemable in coin.

Had this been done, capitalists wonld have refused to purchase
such bonds, payable aimgl_v in coin, because the Congress might have
changed the weight or the fineness or the value or even the metal of
the coin and compelled payment in such changed coin, perchance of
only one-half the value of the coin, at the time of purchase, paid
for the bond.

To avoid such action by Congress and determine beforehand the
E;ecise weight and fineness of the coin, to the dollar, in which the

nd could be paid, the law fixed the day and year for determining
the coin in which the bond was to be paid, and the bond on ifs face
specilied the day “on said July 14, 1570,” and thus fixed definitely
and unchangeably not only the value of the ecoin, but its specifie
weight and fineness; and the United States cannot pay in a coin of
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less weight and fineness than fhat fixed in the law and in the bond.
While Congress may exerciseits constitntional right to change its coin,
such action cannot affect the bond, and the dollarscalled for byit. The
wordsof thelaw and the bond excludeevery possible contemplation that
payment wonld be made in coin of any commercial or market value
either af the time of the issne of the bond or at the time of its ma-
turity or any intermediate time. Commercial value or market valne
of coin at any time cannot directly orindirectly affect the coin called
for by the law and by the bond, and is nowhere mentioned in the law
or bond. It is not coin of the market or commercial value of one
dollar on said July 14, 1570, or at the time of the issue or maturity
of the bond, which was contemplated, but it is a coin of silver con-
taining 412§ grains standard weight and having nine parts out of
every ten parts pure silver and ouly one-tenth part alloy, for every
dollar, or a coin of gold, containing 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, for
every dollar, Te less of all questions about the commercial or
market value of such a coin. The bondholder has no interest in and
no right to qnestion the exercise of the constitutional power of Con-
gress “to coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign
coin.” Cen can at any time change the value of the gold and
silver coing, and their weight and fineness; can declare that a gold
coin 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, shall be $2, or §1.50; or that a
silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, shall be $2, or §1.50, or
even eighty cents, or fifty cents, and the bondholder can have no
cause of complaint; cannot assert that such action is a violation of
public faith or national honor, because such action cannot #hd does
not affect the value or the weight and fineness of the dollar named
in his bond. ;

If the United States should declare a gold coin of 25.8 grains, nine-
tenths fine, and a silver coin of 412} grains, nine-tenths tine, to be of
the standard value of $2, yeft they eould not pay two of the dellars
named in his bond. They could only pay one of such dollars. Con-
gress can demonetize gold entirely or silver entirely, yet the dollar
named in the bond is not affected by it. It cannot be decrcased in
valne. It is a high crime and misdemeanor against the eqnities, the
rights of the great laboring and prodacing masses of this country, to
attempt to increase its value. The silver coin of 412} grains, nine-
tenths fine, is the dollar of full one hundred cents named and prom-
ised in the bond.

‘When Congress shall again anthorize the coinage of the silver dol-
lar, as it will and must do sooner or later, then if the relative value
of gold and silver dollars is not equal Congress ean easily adjust the
value of the gold dollar by. reducing its weight or fineness to that of
the silver dollar. The bondholder eannot complain, because he will
still be paid in the silver dollar of 412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine,
as provided by the terms of the law and of his bond.

4. As to the fourth reason:

Assurances of Government officials—the servants of the people, the
mere executors of the L&ws ?;.E:l the land, whim?n alone bﬁdelfmcted
by Congress—can neither add to, vary, con ct, nor modify the
pfain words of a law or the plain words of the bond, the solemn writ-
ten obligation between the parties. No principle of law is more cer-
tainly settled. In order to forever unmask this pretended subterfuge
and establish this principle of Jaw to the satisfaction of every one
heyond a reasonable doubt I will quote the law from standard an-
thority. I quote from Starkie on Evidence, tenth edition, pages 647
and 643:

It is likewise a general and meost inflexiblo rule that wherever written instrn-
menta are appointed, either by the reqnirement of law or by the compact of par-
ties, to be the itories and memorials of truth, any other ovidence is excluded
from being u either as a substitute for such instruments or to contradict or
alter them. Thisis a matter both of principle and policy; of principle, because
such instrnments are in their own nature and origin entitled to & mu

higher de-
gree of credit than parol evidence; of policy, becaunse it would be attended with
great mischief if those instrnments upon which men's rights depended were liable
to be impeached by loose collateral evidence.

The rule may be thus generally stated, namely : That oral evidence shall in no case
Do received as equivalent to or as a substitute for a written instrument where the
Iatter is requi ;3' law, or to give effect to a written instrnment which is defeo.
tive in any particular which is essential to its validity; or to contradict, alter, or
vary a written instr t, either appointed by law or by the compact of private

rties to be the appropriate memorial of the particular facts whiel it reciies; for
E; doing so oral testimony would be admitted in msurpation of a species of evi-
denee decidedly superior in degree.

Such is the law as written by that distingunished English jurist,
Thomas Starkie, esq., of the Inner Temple, one of Her Majesty’s coun-
sel

I now quote from Greenleaf on Evidence, volume 1, page 312, sec-
tions 275 and following:

When partiea have deliberately put their engagements into writing, in snch
terms as import a legal obligation without any uncertainty as to the ohject or cx-
tent of such en{;x_ t, it is lusively presumed. that the whole engagement of
tho parties, and the extent and manner of their undertaking, was reduced to writ-
ing, and all oral testimony of a previous eelloquivm between the parties or of con-
vorsation or declarations at the time when it was completed, or afterwards, as it
would tend in many instancea to snbstitute n now and differcnt contract for the
one which was really upon, to the prejudice possibly of one of the parties,
is rejected.  In other words, as the role is now more briefly expressed, * parol con-
tempor evid is issible to contradict or vary the terms of a valid
written instroment.”

Such is the law as written by the distingnished American jnrist,
Simon Greenleaf. The general rule of the Scotch law and also of the
Ttoman civil law is the same.

The officers of the Government are the creatnres of the law, the
administrators or executors of the law, and not the law-makers.

The President and the Secretary of the Treasury are executive offi-

cers. Their duties are to execute the lJaws enacted by Congress, and
notto make laws by assurances or representations to bond purchasers.
They can neither add to, vary, contradict, nor modify the terms of the
laws, by public-official or semi-official assurances, representations, or
promises.

No one knows this better than the Secretary of the Treasury, for
in quoting his assurance, given his associates in the official letter of
June 19, 1577, before referred to, in his report to Congress, he says:

The Secretary ecarnestly urges Congress to give its sanction o this assurance.

Why does he urge Congress to give its sanction to his assurance if
such assurance was authorized by law, if it had any validity, force,
or effect 7

“Now, in the name of all the gods at once,
II[:::n what meat doth this our Camsar feed,
That he is grown so great™
as to violate and disregard the laws of Congress by giving assur-
ances, not only unauthorized by law but in direct violation of law,
and tﬁa plain terms of the bonds he was selling? He has dared to
ive unanthorized assurances, but he did not dare to issue a single
nd contrary to the terms of law, for every one of the bonds he has
issued has set forth and expressed npon its face the precise words re-
quired by law—

TRedeemable in coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14,1870,

Nor would a bond-purchaser have ventured to buy a single bond
not having these precise words set forth and expressed upon its face

as required by both the acts of July 14, 1870, and J:mua.?l 14, ]87:;:{..
0.

for without them the bond would be withount an thority aw, nn
and void. And now, to claim that such assurances—not only made
withont anthority, right, or even pretense in law, but in direct viola-
tion and disregard of the plain terms of the law and of the bond,
and known to be so by the officials giving them and by the purchas-
ers of the bonds—ecan give the bondholders even a color of right or
even a pretense in equity to demand gold alone, is scarcely less than
a crime. Such a claim, such a pretense, such a subterfuge is repudi-
ation—a rcpudiation of the terms of both the law and the bond, de-
liberate, premeditated, and of malice aforethought, inspired n.mi in-
stigated by unholy avarice and insatiable greed, and fed by the hope
of an extortionate increase of the value of the bonds.

]5:. Ag to the fifth reason: : &

submit, is it a better or more wise or just policy to in
alone, and will it be a saving 7 JEAEBOHEY, £, PO 10, €9

Is it a more wise or just policy in any government to exhibit before
its people an example of violation and disregard of the plain terms
of its laws and an example of the repudiation of the plain terms of
its contracts, its bonds, to gratify and enrich a few bondholders,
while at the same time such government strietly punishes all viola-
tions of its laws by its people, the tax-payers, and rigidly and sternly
enforces 21l its contracts against its people, the great body of them,
and while the great body of its people are heavily burdened and
groaning under an enormouns and appalling indebtedness—national,
State, mnnicisnl. and individual—estimated at $10,000,000,000, which
is an indebtedness of $222.22 for every man, woman, and child, of
every race, kindred, and tongue, in the United States f

Mr. President, it cannot be shown that such a course is a wiser or
better policy or will be a saving to the people. It will add burdens
upon the already fearful burdens now borne by the people, whose
industries and enterprises are now paralyzed by hard times unprece-
dented for years past. E

6. As to tho sixth reason:

The cry of repndiation, tarnishing of national honor, impu inﬁ
and violating public faith, abandoning the hitherto wise, _]uaEﬂan
benign policy of a few Government officials, falsely styleél the Gov-
ernment, and inflicting a deadly blow to the enlightened self-interest
of the Government, because of the assertion of the right of the Gov-
ernment to pay the bonds in eithersilyer or gold dollars of the weight
and fineness fixed in the law and in the bond, has been heard far and
wide, from the eastern press and from the bondholders and their
special allies and friends.

We have been stigmatized, abused, and vilified as repudiationists,
imbeciles, silver lunatics, &e.

Conscious before God that I am as loyally devoted to the Consti-
tution with all its amendments, to the integrity of the indissoluble
union of these States, and to the preservation of national honor and
public faith as any one of these distingnished gentlemen who fold
their arms across their breasts and in their self-complacency and
self-assnmed purity, honor, and patriotism parade themselves with
golden phylacteries in the presence of a tax-ridden people and, with
the self-righteousness of the Pharisee, cry—* God, we thank Thee
that we are not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
repudiators, or even as these silverines. We fast twice in the week
uopon imported wines and delicacies, bonght with gold, and give
tithes of all that we possess, our untaxed gold bonds, to gratify our
own pure desires.”

I hurl back with scorn and contempt these imputations. I stand
in this Senate Chamber to-day as one of the representatives of tho

at State of Missouri, and as a Senator of these United States, and
in behalf and in the name and interests of the citizens demand for
the people tho enforcement of the laws of the land, and the plain
unmistakable words of the contract, and boldly assert that to pay
the bond, principal and interest, in either silver coin of 412} grains,
nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in gold eoin 25.8 grains, nine-tonths
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fine, to the dollar, or in such silver coin alone is in perfect compliance
with the plain words of the laws authorizing the issue of the bond
and definitely referred to on the face of the bond, and with the
plain words of the bond itself, the sqlemn writfen obligation, be-
tween the bondholder and the people of these United States, and
with all known and recognized principles of equity, common hon-
esty, publie faith, and national honor.

And I brand those who undertake to violate and trample under
foot the plain words of the laws and the plain words of the bond as
violators and l:rnnsggemm of the laws of the land, as repudiators of
the Klain terms of their own solemn obligations, as extortioners from
the heavily burdened and paralyzed tax-payers of this great country,
and as debauchers of national honor and publie faith.

No, Mr. President, we are not repudiators, nor will we remain defen-
sive on this issne. We charge these crimes of violated law, repudiated
contraects, and debauchery of national honor and ‘fublic faith &:‘rou the
guilty parties—the bondholders, their allies, and special ﬁlnr ers.

And from their masked and untenable positions we ¢ e them
with the helmet of equity emblazoned with national honor and public
faith, with the nhiaﬁ of common honesty, and with the bayonets of
truth in onr hands, and impelled by the force of honest enlightened
public opinion and sentiment, we will drive them into a decent
observance of the plain terms of the law and of their bonds. Let us
hear no more of the repudiation of the full obligation assumed, of
the violation of public faith, and of the tarnishing of national honor
from these bondholders, their allies and friends, who themselves are
violating the law and repudiating theirown solemn, written contracts,
their bonds, and bg these false cries are attempting to fasten their
own crimes upon those who ask the full and exact performance of all
the requirements of the laws and of the bonds, and are oﬁ'erin[; in
good faith to comply with the letter and the spirit of both the laws
and bonds. Isolemnly warn the bondholders of the pernicious effects
of their own violation of law and repudiation of contracts.

The tax-payers of this country, the hewers of wood and drawers of

water, th:‘?eogle., have their rigilm, have their equities, which muost
be regarded. It is their right, in law and in fact, to pay this bond
in the said silver coin. This right they will never, no, never surren-
der. The people cannot and will not pay in gold alone. Tha rights
of the people are superior in equity and prior in time to the claims
of thebondholdersand ereditors. This Government isfrom the people,
of the people, for the }l';eople, and by the people, and munst be adminis-
tered according to their sovereign will. What is “ l[mblio faith,”
¥ pational honor 1’ *‘ Public ” means “ pertaining orbelonging to the
people;” “ relating to the nation, State, or community;” “op to
private.”” “Faith” means “fidelity to one's promises, or allegiance
or duty;” “a striet adherence to duty and fn]r;illment. of promises;”
“word or honor pledged;” “promise given.” “National” means
‘ pertaining to a nation;” “common to a whole people;” * publie,”
“general.” “Honor "’ means “ a nice senseof what is right, just, and
true, with a course of life correspondent thereto;” * that which right-
fully attracts esteem, respect, or consideration.” * Publie faith?”
means “ fidelity to the promises, the duty of the nation, of the peo-
ple;” “a strict adherence to daty and fulfillment of promises of the
nation, of the people.” *National honor” means “a nice sense on
the part of the nation, of the people, of what is right, just, and true,
with a course of life correspondent thereto ;” ¢ that conduct or course
on the part of the nation, of the people, which rightfully attracts
esteem, respect, consideration.”
* When we offer to pay the bond in silver coin of 412} grains weight,
nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, in full compliance with the terms of
the law and of the bond, the only promises of the nation, of the peo-
ple, ever made or given, how do we depart from * fidelity to the
promises, the duty of the nation, of the people?” How do we de-
part from “ a strict adherence to &nty and fulfillment of promises of
the nation, of the people?” How do we offend that “nice sense on
the part of the nation, of the people, of what is right, just, and true,
with a course of life correspondent. thereto?” How do we depart
from that * conduct, that course, on the part of the nation, of the
people, which rightfully attracts esteem, respect, consideration1”

‘When the bondholder demands gold alone and refuses to accept
silver, in plain violation and repudiation of the terms of the law and
his bond, the only promises of the nation ever made or given, how

does he preserve the public faith, the national honor? The option
to payin gold or silver of the fixed weight and fineness named in the
law and bond belongs to the Government, not to the bondholder,
and is the right of the Government, not of the bondholder. The
bondholder can demand gold and silver, not gold or silver, at his option.
The Government can, at its will, its piensure, its option, pay in both
gold and silver, or in gold alone, or in silver alone. The bondholder
must accept both gold and silver if offered, or gold alone if offered,
or silver alone if offered. =

It is no more a violation of the public faith and national honor or
in derogation of the rights of the creditors to pay the bond against
the objections of bondholders in silver coin alone, of the fixed weight
and fineness named, if the Government so choose, than it would be
to |]3=ay the bond, against the objections of bondholders, in gold alone
if the Government so choose. The relative value of thoe two coins is
wholly immaterial. When the coinage of the silver dollar is again
authorized by law,shonld its relative value to gold return to what it
was prior to 1873, will the bondholder then demand gold alone?
He will then have just as much right to gold alone as ho now has, no
more, no less. The option, the right to pay in either coin alone, will
?Jt;lld.helong to the Government, under tge terms of the law and the

T

The bondholder has appealed to the high court of national honor
and publie faith. I am willing fo abide the decision of that angust
tribunal. I will read it: "

“The High Court of National Honor and Public Faith, in the case
of ‘Bondholder against the United States,’ finds the faets to be tha:-{
by the plain wnnf: of the laws aunthorizing the issue of the bond an
by the plain words of the bond itself, the bond, principal and interest,
is payable ‘in coin of the standard value of the United Stateson said
July 14, 1870, and that by the plain words of the laws in full force
from January 18, 1837, up to, on, and long afterthe said July 14, 1870,”
“coin of the standard value of the United States on said July 14, 1870,
included and consisted of silver coin of 412} ins weight, nine-
tenths fine, to the dollar, and of gold coin of 25.8 grains-weight, nine-
tenths fine, to the dollar, each having unlimited legal-tender power, and
upon these facts declares the law to be that the United States, at its
option, can pay said bond, principal and interest, either in silver
coin of 412§ grains weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, or in gold
coin of 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar, and that bondholder
must accept payment of his bond, principal and interest, in the said
silver coin; and that such payment in such silver coin alone is in
full compliance with all the terms of the laws authorizing its issue
and with all the terms of the bond itself, and with all the known and
reeogmzed principles of equity, common honesty, national honor, and
public faith.”

Such is and will be the calm judgment of mankind, of every nn-
prejudiced, disinterested citizen of our own and all ot-imr countries.

Mr. President, I heartily approve the resolution of the Senator
from Ohio, as far as it goes. It declares the law correctly, that all
bonds issued since July 14, 1870, under said act and subsequent acts
are payable, principal and interest, at the option of the Government,
in gilver coin of 412} grains weight, nine-tenths fine to the dollar,
and that snch payment “is not in violation of the public faith, nor
in derogation of the ri%hta of the public.creditor.”

I go further. I assert without fear of successful contradiction that
not only the bonds issued since July 14, 1870, but also every ouisiand-
ing obligation of the Government to-day, with one single exception,
can be paid in such silver coin of 412} ins weight, nine-tenths
fine, to the dollar, without violation of public faith or derogation of
the rights of the public creditor. I have in my hands “Statement
of the public debt of the United States for the month of December,
1877, avhich shows the total outstanding debt or obligations of the
Government to be on Jannary 1, 1878, $2,233 802 602.94, subject to a
deduction of $187,847,250.15, put down as “cash in the Treasury,”
consisting of *coin,” “ currency,” “ currency held for redemption of
fractional currency,” and “special deposit held for redemption of cer-
tificates of deposit as provided by law,” and leaving §2,045,955,442.79
resting upon the credit of the United States—the shoulders of the
tax-payers. Every dollar of this enormous sum is in factand in law
payable in said silver coin, excepting only one item of §33,424,900.

This publie debt statement is as follows :

Statement of the public debt of the United States for the month of December, 1877,
DEBT BEARING INTEREST IN COIN.

Rate of in. Total am't out- | Interest due | Acer'd inter-

Title of loan. Authorizing act. Sarest: ‘When redeemable. standing. and unpaid. | ~est todate.
1. Joan of 1808, ..o i nnein i cnnanana | JUDE AL, 1858, Lo s ainan et | B After Janunary 1, 1874.............. §200,000 00 |............. £6, 500 00
2. Loan of February, 1861, (1881's)..... Fobrunary 8, 1861.......... 6 S e e S PO S e el 18, 415,000 00 §21, 470 00 552, 450 00
3. Oregon wardebt. ... ..ounianuananns March 2, 186].cucuecuanra- 6 o|iansssaanansasamrnssdavennses s -pun 9435, 000 00 4,500 35 23,330 00
4. Loanof Julyand Ang., 1861, (1881's). | July 17and August 5, 1861 | G .| After June 30, 1881. 189, 321, 350 00 247,558 29 | 5, 670, 640 50
5. Loan of 1 (1881's Ly ch 3, 1863 .. .18 .| After June 30, 1881. 75, 000, 000 00 76,303 60 | 2. 250, 000 0O
6. Ten-forties of 1564.. .| March 3, 1864 .. <15 .| After March 1, 1874 194, 566, 300 00 238, 642 36 | 3,242,771 66
7. Consols of 1865..... -.| March 3, 1865 .. |6 .| After July 1, 1870.. 114, 903, 350 00 6,074 12 | 3 507,100 50
8. Consols of 1867... .| March 3, 1865 .. .8 .| After July 1, 1872.. 310, 617,200 00 | 1,040,417 31 | 9,318 516 00
9. Consols of 1868........ --| Mareh 3, 1863 ..o.....ca.o<| 6 | After July 1, 1873 ccaaveiaiacavnsa- 35, 465, 300 0 145, 041 G2 | 1,123,959 00
10. Funded loan of 1881 -.| July 14,70, and Jan. 20,'71.| 5 -.| After May 1, 1881....... J S0B, 440,350 00 | 4,453,752 05 | 4,217,002 92
11. Funded loan of 1:91... --| July14,'70, and Jan. 20,°71.| 4} .| After September 1, 1891 200, 000, 000 00 | 1, 388, 666 01 750, 000 00
12. Funded loan of 1907... .| July14,770,and Jan. 20,"71. | 4 .| After July 1, 1907..... 74, 900, 000 00 | 430,200 92 750, 000 00
Aprregate dobt hearing INtergsl I 00l cosvr i orsrrrasranborn sosqnesar sty s hns oS ren s St nar s 08wy n v m 1, 796, 823, £50 00 | 5,033, 626 £3 | 34, 446,290 58
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Statement of the public debt of the United States for the month of December, 1877—Continued.
DEDT BEARING INTEREST IN LAWFUL MONEY.
Rate of in- Total am't out- | Interest due | Acer'd inter-
Title of loan. Anthorizing sot. terest. Bemarks. ing. and unpaid. | est to date.
Navy pension fund.....ceeveennnnnnan. July 23, 1808... ... cceiiena ] %laiiias Interestonlyapplicable topayment |  §14,000,000 00 | ..cvceunnenan. §210, 000 00
of pensions.
DEBRT OX WHICH INTEREST HAS CEASED SINCE MATURITY.
Rate of in. Total am't out- | Intercst dne
Title of loan. Autherizing act. Aeacat ‘When matured. standing. and unpeid.
L0180 QoL coseevenasnmam i naanas Varlous, prior to 1837.... | 4 Prior to January 1, 1837 . cueeeccacariccnacaraccans §57, 665 00 $64,171 81
2. Mexican indemnity stock Augnst 10, 1846, s B In 1E51 and 1853.. . 1,104 91 B3 4
8 YLoanof 1847 ... ...aae.s January 24, 1847 6 December 31, 1 1,250 00 22 00
4. Bounty-land serip.... February 11,1247 6 Jualy 1, 1849 ..... 3, 400 00 216 5
5. Texan indemnity stock. .| September 9, 1850. . .15 December 31, 1864.... 21,000 00 3,43 (0
G Toen oL 1808 oo errramrasnsncsnin June 14, 1358 5 Aftor Jannary 1, 1874 c oo veevscoe i vansaarisonnnsn 800000 {.omneuen. .
7. Loan of 1860 . ....oceeceeesnnnasnnnns| JUDO 22, 1860 5 Fanmiary 1 L S st 10, 000 00 670 00
B. 5.90's of 1862 (called)........ Febroary 25, 1862 (i} .| December 1, 1871. and after. . 498, 950 00 377 64
9. 520's of June, 1864, (called) Jnne 30, 1864. . 6 November 13, 1875, and after 134, 900 00 213 M
10. 5-20's of 1865 (called)...... March 3, 1865 SE Fobroary 15. 1876, and after. 1, 197, 000 00 86, 376 (6
11. Consols of 1863 (ealled). ... March 5 6 .| August 21, 1877, and after... 18,014, 450 00 48, 464 44
12. Treasury notes prior to 3 -.| Varions, prior to 1846 . 1- ..| From 1838 to 1844 ...... ..... 3 82, 525 35 2, 668 06
13. Treasury notes of 1846. .......eeno.| July 22, 1 o T0 ABET el 1BH.. .o o s s s in b p e i 6,000 00 206 00
14. Treasury notes of 1847. -«| Jan 16 In 1845 and 1849. = 950 00 57 00
15. Treasury notes of 1857. 3 In 1858 and 1859. 1, 500 00 15 00
18. Treasury notes of 1861. [] March 1, 1863 ...... 3, 000 00 304 50
17. Seven-thirties of 1961. .. T Augnst 19 and October 16, 800 00 1,148 15
18, One-year notes of 1863 . o 5 30 AP suddavd svngibs 53, 405 (0 2 6E6 +5
19 Two-year notes of 1863. ............ 5 IRV AR ol voan s pad st sk Fa'sie d i b e s S 39, 900 00 2,25 0
20. Compound-interest notes - ] .| June 10, 167, and May 15, 1868, . . cc.overerecnnann 285, 497 00 57,606 25
21. Seven-tlurties of 1864 and 1863 Angust 15, 1467, and June 15 and Jaly 15, 1868 ... 161, 400 00 9,213 73
2. Certifi fi : 3 IniaB08 (1ol avei 4 5,000 00 313 48
2. Temporary loan .| June 30, 1864 October 15, 1866 . 3,060 00 236 06
24. Three per cent. certificates (called)..| Mar. &, "67; July 25, '68....| 3 February 28, 1B18 . .. .cavicerasuaanmnmmnnssssnnns 5, 000 00 394 31
Aggregate of dobt on which interest has ceased SINEE MALUTILY. .. c.oveeeeeeassnsasasssen asansinsssssssnnsssasssesmsseansenes 21, 512, 240 26 l 712, 920 B4
DEBT BEARING NO INTEREST.
Rate of in- Total am’t out- | Interest due
Title of loan. Anuthorizing act. ety Issues. standing. and unpaid,
1. Old demand notes. ........coveeeee. July 17, 1861 ...cuninnnas
o B T g st a e R 63,592 50 | .ol ien,
2 Legal-tender notes . ..cceeeeenease- Fe 25, 1862.... ... oy et b (o
R T R R ) [t b 349,043,776 00 | coes oevnene
MAR G 9o orresencs Series of 187
3. Certifiontes of deposit....ccceacea..| JURBB, 1872, ccvinaniniicnifsamnnnaonnne | sesnnucncnsnnnnaa s 32,830,000 00 | cocas cicenea =
Fractional currency July 17, 1862 B T o l
4. e Vet 2y v 17, 1869. ..civnanins & e
- March 3, 1863. ig|-eesessscscas.|3 Third iasue. 17,764,108 90 | _..covene anse
June 30, 1864. . Fourth issue J
Fifth issue...
5. Coin certificates....cecereaccnncean 3 e e - LSRR O L ELR S Sl Sl s S L - 93,424,900 00 | .cnve vennanas
R e P R SR U S B A R T IR R SRR St e e e S A 7,447 03
Aggregate of debt bearing no interest..........cccunnciimaiaaaas epesses asans svon eeissasenssenssnssnsnanansates assecncrpesnenan 434, 026, 317 40 7,47 03

I will now consider the twelve separate items or titles of indebted-
ness nnder the head ¢ Debt bearing interest in coin.”

First. “ Loan of 1858,” total outatandaag $260,000, was issned under
act of Con approved June 14, 1858, (11 Statntes, 365,) which
aunthorized the President to borrow on the credit of the United States
a sum not exceeding §20,000,000, and provided *that stock shall be
issued for the amount so borrowed, bearing interest not exceeding
five per cent. per annum, * * * with coupons attached to
the certificates of stock,” and pledged the faith of the United States
“ for the due payment of the interest and the redemption of the prin-
cipal of said stock.” Neither the law nor the certificates of stock
mention coin nor any kind of money. They were payable in what-
ever kind of money Congress might declare a full legal tender, whether
paper money or silver coin.

’{::reuty milions of dollars were issued and all redeemed except

000.

Second. “ Loan of February, 1861, ontstanding 818,415,000, was is-
suned under act approved February 8, 1861, (12 Statutes, 129,) which
anthorized the President to borrow on the credit of the United States
“a snm not exceeding twenty-five millions of dollars,” and provided
that “stock shall be issued for the amount so borrowed, ng in-
terest mot exceeding 6 per cent. per annum, and to be reimbursed
within a period not beyond twenty J’eam and not less than ten years,”
and pledged the faith of the United States “for the dne payment of
the interest and the redemption of the principal of said stock.”

Neither the law nor the certificates of stock mention coin. They
were payable in whatever money Congress declared a full legal tender,
whet-ger paper money or silver coin.

The whole amount issued is outstanding in the original certificates

of stock.

Third. * Oregon war debt,” outstanding $945,000, was issued under
act ap&l;gved arch 2, 1861, (12 Statutes, 199,) which appropriated
£2,800,000 to pay expenses incurred by Oregon and Washington Ter-
ritories in suppressing Indian hostilities, and authorized the issue to
the claimants of *bonds of the United States of a denomination not
less than $50, redeemable in twenty years and bearing 6 per cent.
interest.” DBonds to the amonnt of $1,090,850 were issned.

Neither the law nor the bonds mention eoin, and they were payable
in whatever money Congress declared a full legal tender, whether
paper or silver. .
ourth. * Loan of July and August 1861,” ontstanding 189,321,350,
was issued nnder acts approved July 17 and August 5, 1861. (12 Stat-
utes, 259 and 313.)

The act of July 17, 1861, anthorized the Secretary of the Treasury
“to borrow on the credit of the United States * * * asum notex-
ceeding $250,000,000 * * * and to issne coupon bonds or regis-
tered bonds or Treasury notes, ®* * * the bonds to bear interest
not exceeding 7 per cent. * * * irredeemable for twenty years,
and after that period redeemable at the pleasure of the United States;
and the Treasury notes to be of any denomination *.* * not less
than $50, and to be payable three years after date with interest” at
7.3 per cent. and pledged *the faith of the United States for the pay-
ment of the interest and redemption of the principal of the loan au-
thorized by this act.”

The act of Angust 5, 1861, anthorized the Secretary of the Treas-
ury “to issue bonds of the United States bearing interest at G per -
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cent. per annum, and payable at the pleasure of the United States
after twenty years from date,” and to exchange such bonds for the
ry notes bearing 7.3 per cent. interest issued under act of July
17, 1861, at par; the bonds issued not to exceed the amount of said
Treasury notes ; and also anthorized the Secretary to “sell and nego-
tiate for andsl'nportion of the loan provided forin” said act of July 17,
1861, “bon paiysblo not more than twenty years fromdate * * *
at any rate not less than the equivalent of par, for the bonds bearing
7 per cent. interest authorized by said act.
nder these acts $139,321,350 in 6 per cent. bonds were issued in
exchange for a like amount of Treasury notes bearing 7.3 per cent.
interest, and a loan of §50,000,000 in bonds was issued, making §189,-
321,350, and all now outstanding in the original bonds.
I will read the form of one of these bonds furnished me by the
Secretary of the Treasury:

Acts of July 17 and Angust 5, 1861,

The United States of America are indebted nnto , or assigns, the sum
of dollars redeemable after the 30th day of Jume, 1881, with interest from the
first day of , inclusive, at siz ble on the firat days
of Jan and July in each year. This debt is auth. by acts of Con
:mmn-ed Snlyﬂaml Aungust 5, 1861, and is transferable on the books ag this

00,

PAT cent. per annnm

N.ither the laws nor the bonds mention coin, and the bonds were
actnally issued for Treasury notes at par, and not then a full legal
tender, and were payable in whatever money Congress might declare
a full fagal tender, whether nbacks or silver coin.

Fifth., “ Loan of 1863,” outstanding §75,000,000, was issned under
the act approved March 3, 1863, which authorized the Secretary of
the Treasury “to borrow on the credit of the United States *a snm
not eu:eeedini $900,000,000, and to issue therefor coupon or registered
bonds, payable at the pleasure of the Government after such periods
as may be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasnry, not less than ten
nor more than forty years from date, in coin bearing interest at a
rate not exceeding 6 per cent. per annum payable ir coin,’” and to
“ dispose of such Eouds at any time upon such terms as he may deem
most advisable, for lawful money of the United States or for any of
the certificates of indebtedness or de;{:}eit or for any Treasury notes,”
and to “Dbe exempt from taxation by or under State or muniecipal
authority.”

The act of June 30, 1864, repealed the authority to borrow or issne
bonds under said act, “except so far as it may affect $75,000,000 of
bonds already advertised.”

1 will read the form of these bonds, furnished me by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury : .

Act of March 3, 1863,

The United States of America are indebted unto ——, or assigns, in the
sum of dollars, redeemable after the 30th day of June, 1881, with interest from
tho 1st day of e on the lst days

of 2 Tury n cack yoar, | This dobe lo srthocined by act o Congrese
oar. & 1
sppr;l;mh 3 lj:ﬁa, ne:deis{u:dmbleon Ih:!:ooks of min);moa. )

Seventy-five million dollars in these bonds were issued and are now
all ontstanding in the original bonds. These bonds do not mention
coin upon their face, but the act authorizing their issne makes them
payable in coin, and they are payable in silver coin of whatever
weight, fineness and value, Congress, in the exercise of its consti-
tutional power “to coin money and regulate the value thereof” may
by law declare a ]eﬁal tender when they are redeemable, There can
be no doubt that they are payable in said silver coin of 4124 grains
weight, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar,

Sixth. “ Ten-forties of 1564,” outstanding $194,566,300, were issned
under the act approved March 3, 1864. (13 Statutes, 13, supplementary
to said act of March 3, 1563.)

Section 1 of act of March 3, 1864, authorized the Secretary of the
Treasury ‘“to borrow * * * onthe creditof the United States, not
exceeding $200,000,000, * * * and issue therefor coupon or regis-
tered bonds of the United States bearing date March 1, 1864, or any
subsequent period, redeemable at the pleasure of the Government
after any period not less than five years, and payable at any period
not more than forty years from date in coin, and of such denomina-
tions as may be found expedient, not less than $50, bearing interest
not exceeding 6 per cent. a year, payable in coin ; and he may dispose
of such bonds at any time on such terms as he may deem most ad-
visable for lawful money of the United Btates or at his discretion for
Treasury notes, certificates of indebtedness, or certificates of deposit,
issued under any act of Congress; and all bonds issued under this act
ialm,l,] be exempt from taxation by er under SBtate or municipal author-

ty.

There were issued $196,117,300 in ref"u!tered and eoupon bhonds, re-
deemable in ten years, March 1, 1874, and payable in forty years,
March 1, 1904, bearing 5 per cent. interest, and there are now out-
standing said $104,566,300, the remainder of the issne, $1,551,000, ha-
ing been redeemed or refunded.

I will read the form of these bonds, furnished by the Secretary of
the Treasury: &

Act of March 3, 1864, ten-forties,

The United States of America are indebted unto ——, or assigns, in the
sum of ilars, red blo at pl re of the United States after the
25th day of February 1874, and payable on the 1stday of March, 1904, with interest
from the , inclusive, at 5 per cent. per annum, payable on the 1st day of Sep-
tember and March in each . ‘This debt is anthorized by act of zbngmn
approved March 3, 1864, and is transferable on the books of this office,

Like the $75,000,000 loan of 1863, the bonds do not eall for payment
in coin, but the law anthorizing their issue requires payment in coin,
and they are payable in whatever coin Congress may declare a fuil
Ie;fal tender. They are, beyond all question, payable in said silver
coin.

Seventh, eighth, and ninth. The same law authorized the issue of
these three items, “the consols of 1865,” “of 1867,” and “of 1868
“Consols of 1865” ontstanding, $116,903,350 ; “consols of 1867”7 out-
standing, $310,617,200; and “ consols of 1363” ontstanding, $37.465,300,
were all authorized by the same act, approved March 3, 1865. (13
Statutes, 463.)

Bection 1 anthorized the Secretary of the Treasury—

To borrow * * * on the creditof the United States, in addition to the sams
heretofore anthorized, anysums not exceeding in the wm $100,000,000, and to
issue therefor bonds or T notes of the United S n such form as ho may

rescribe; and so much the as may be issned in bonds shall be of denomina-

ions not leas than &W*lud may be made payable at any period not more than
forty years from date of issne, or may be made red ble at the pl of the
Government at or after any period not less than five nor more than forty
years from date, or may be made redeemable and payable as aforesaid, as may be
expressed upon their and so much thereof asmay be in Treasury notes
may be made convertible into any bonds authorized by this act, and may be of such
denominati not less than §30, and bear such dates and be made redeemable or
E:yabla at suc a9 in the opinion of the Secre of the Treasury may
deemed o ent. And the interest on such bonds shall be payable semi-anmm-
ally; and on the Treasury notes authorized by this act the interest may be made
?a_vable semi-annnally, or annnally, or at maturity thereof, and the pri; or
or both, may be made PAYABLE IN COIN OR IN OTHER LAWFUL MONEY: Pro-
; and the rate and character of interest shall be

exceed 'l'r, per_cent. annum

exp on all such bonds or Treasury notes: And provided further, That the act
entitled ** An act to provide ways and means for the support of the Government,
and for other purposes,” approved June 30, 1864, I be so construed as to
authorize the issue of bonds of any description anthorized by this act. And any
Treasury notes or other obligations beasing interest issned under any act of Con-
gress may, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and with the con-
mto.f holder, be converted into any description of bonds aun by this

Section 2 authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to—

Dispose of any of the bonds or other obligations issned nnder this act either in
the United States or elsewhere in such manner, and ot such rates, and under such
conditions as he may think advisable, FOR COIN OR FOR OTHER LAWFUL MOXEY OF
THE UNITED STATES, OR FOR ANY Treasury notes, cates of indebtedness or cer-
tificates of deposit, or other rep ives of value which have been or may be
issued under any act of Congress.

And to—

reasury i in payment an ui-
slgi:'n‘.lsoik‘: n:;:.ugr]as or li:pnp“li: :nh‘lmmmg ab::: made by thfeﬂ:ppl!';lp;gmo
Department or offices upon the Treasury of the Unitod States—
on notice that the owner of the elaim desires to subseribe for an
amount of loan equal to his claim or any part. By an act of Con-
gress approved April 12, 1866, amendatory of this act, the Secretary
of the Treasury was anthorized—

To receive any Treasury notes or other obligations issued under any act of Con-
gress, whether gmnhginkmtnr not, in exchange for any description of said bonds.

And to dispose of any of said bonds— =

For lawful money of the United States or for any notes, certiflcates of
indebtedness or certificates of deposit, or other representatives of value which
have been or which may be issued under any act of C

These acts were really refunding acts, and authorized the funding
or consolidation of Treasury notes and other obligations, whether
bearing interest or not, certificates of indebtedness, certificates of
deposit, and other mPrasentatim of value into these bonds. Hence
their title, “consols.” Under these acts the following issues of con-
sols or bonds were made: Consols of 1865, dated July 1, 1565, re-
deemable after five and payable after twenty years from date, bearing
6 PER CENT. inferest, payable semi-annually, were issued to the amount
of $332,998,950, of which there is now ontstanding $116,903,350, the
remainder, $216,095,600, having been refunded or redeemed. Consols
of 1867, dated July 1, 1867, mable after five years and payable
after twenty years from date, bearing 6 PER CENT. inlerest, Fayable
semi-annnally, were issned to the amount of $379,617,750, of which
there is now outstanding $310,617,200, the remainder, $69,000,550, hav-
ing been refunded or redeemed. Consols of 1868, dated July 1, 1863,
redeemable after five and payable after twenty years from date, with
6 PER CENT. interest, payable semi-annually, were issned to the amount
of $42,539,350, of which there is now outstanding $37,465,300, the re-
mainder, $5,074,050, having been redeemed or re%unded. .

The total amount of the consols issned under said acts was
$755,150,050, of which there has been redeemed or refunded $290,-
170,200, leaving £464,935,850 in these consols outstanding and un-
changed, being the same original consols first issned. I will read
their form, furnished me by the Secretary of the Treasury:

Act of March 3, 1865, consols of '65.

The United States of America are indebted anto , or assigns, in the
sum of dollars, red ble at the pl e of the United States after the
ist day of July, 1870, and payable on the 1st day of July, 1885, with interest from
the 1st day of , inclusive, at 6 cent. annom, payable on the 1st day of
January and July in each year. This debt is anthorized by act of Congress ap-
proved h 3, 1863, and is transferable on the books of this office.

Phraseology of consols of '67 and ’68 the same.

Not one of these consols or bonds mentions eoin or requires
ment in coin. The law authorizing their issue does not make them
payable in coin. The law simply provided that “the principal or in-
terest, or both, may be made payable in coin or otherlawful money.”

ay-
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The question, therefore, as to whether they were payable in ecoin
must be determined by the words of the consols or bonds, the written
obligation. These do not say that they are payable in coin, and only
acknowledge an indebtedness “in the sum of — dollars” named,
These dollars are the dollars of whatever money Congress had then
made or might make lawful money or a full legal tender. The green-
backs were then as now lawful money—a full legal tender. They are
certainly payable in said silver coin, or whatever coin Congress may
declare a fnll legal tender.

Tenth, eleventh, and twelfth. These three #funded loans” of 1881,
1891, and 1907 were issued under the same laws, the act approved July
14, 1570, amended by act approved January 20, 1571, and the two last
aui)sequenb to the act approved January 14, 1875. I have already

read these several acts and discussed their meaning and effeef, and
read the form of all these bonds. They are all of the same form and
in the same words as the bond I read dated July 1, 1877, and differ
only in dates, amounts, rates of interest, and times of maturity.

Of the *funded loan of 1851 ” there have been issued $517,994,150,
dated May 1, 1871, redeemable in ten years, bearing 5 per cent in-
terest. The * Geneva award fund” was invested in these bonds and
was afterward covered into the Treasury and $9,553,800 of these
bonds cancelled. There are now outstanding $508,440,350. Of the
“ funded loan of 18917 there have been issued ,060,000, dated Sep-
tember 1, 1876, redeemable after fifteen years, beari% 41 per cent.
interest—all ontstanding. OF the “funded loan of 1907” $74,900,000
have been issued, dated July 1, 1877, redeemable after thirty years,
Dbearing 4 per cent. interest—all outstanding.

As I have already conclusively shown, the laws authorizing their
issne and the bonds themselves make them payable in the silver dol-
lar of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine.

Under the head, * Debt bearing interest in lawfal money,” is the
% Navy-pension fund” ountstanding, $14,000,000, bearing 3 per cent.
interest, applicable only to the payment of Navy pensions. This fund
was created by act approved March 2, 1799, (1 Statntes, 716) by set-
ting apart the money accrued or acerning from sale of prizes as a per-
petual fund for the payment of half pay to the officers and seamen
entitled thereto, and is simply a trust fund; and, if payable at all,
can be paid in any lawful money, and certainly in said silver coin.
Under the heading in the public debt statement of “Debt on which
interest has ceased since maturity” there are twenty-four separate
items or titles of indebtedness, aggregating §21,512,240.26, and show-
ing the amount of each, the dates of the laws authorizing the issue,
rate of interest, and time of maturity. i

I bave carefully read the several acts of Congress anthorizing their
issues respectively, and I nowstate as a fact that neither the said acts
nor the obligations mention coin of any kind or reqt::im payment in
coin. They simply authorize the issue of certain obligations for so
many dollars and promise thé payment of so many dollars.

Every dollar called for in each obligation was payable in lawful
money—in whatever money was a legal tender—and can certainly
be paid in said silver coin.

f the “debt bearing no interest” given in the public debt state-
ment there are six items or titles of indebtedness. Neither the laws
anthorizing the issue of the obligations under the titles numbered 1,
2, 3,4, and G, nor the obligations mention coin or require payment in
coin,” They are clearly payable in said silver coin. The fifth item,
“coin certificates” ontstanding, $33,424,900, were issued under act
appmvul March 3, 1863, for goid coin or bullion deposited in the

reasury, and are payable in gold coin on the return of the certifi-
_cates. This is the only item ogthe whole public debt payable in gold

coin alone. The “bonds issued to the Pacific Railway Companies”
outstanding, §64,623,512, bearing 6 per cent. interest payable in law-
ful money, under the acts approved July 1, 1862, and July 2, 1864,
and not included in the publie debt as before Eveu,am by the terms
of the laws and of the bonds payable in lawful money, and can be
paid in said silver coin.

The act of Febrnary 25, 1862, was the first act of Congress ever
passed which made United States notes a legal tender.

This act made such a note a full legal tender “in payment of all
taxes, internal duties, excises, debts, and demands of every kind due
to the United States except duties on imports, and of all claims and
demands against the United States, of every kind whatever, except
for interest upon bonds and notes, which shall be paid in coin, and
afull legal tender in payment of all debts, public and private, within
tth‘;I“iwd States, except duties on imports and interest as afore-
said.

The highest court of our country has decided that the act of Con-
gress making said notes such legal tender was constitutional, and I do
not now propose to reopen that question in this discussion. I am
dealing with the laws as they are.

Prior to this act silver and gold of the weight, fineness, and value
fixed by the laws were the only legal-tender money in existence.

Mr. President,Ithink I have conelusively shown by the words of the
laws, and by the express terms of the obligations, issned by the Gov-
ernment and now outstanding, and constituting our entire national
debt, that not only the bonds issued since the passage of the acts
of July 14,1870, January 20, 1871, and January 14, 1875, and designated
in the publie debt statement for the month of December, 1877, as
“ funded loan of 1831,” *{fuanded loan of 1891, and *“funded loan of
1€07,7 aggregating $7:3,340,350, but also all other outstanding obli-

gations of the Government of every kind whatsoever, except the sin-
gle item of “coin certificates,” amounnting to §33,424,900, now out-
standing, can be paid in silver coins of 4124 rrains weight, nine-tenths
fine, to the dollar, without any violation of public faith or national
honor or derogation of any rights of the public ereditor. Such pay-
ment in such coin is a sacred right of the people, clearly guarranteed
by the terms of the laws and the obligations of the Government, and
by all known principles of honesty, fair dealing, public faith, and
national honor. In order to preserve such rigEt unimpaired, it is
the plain duty of Congress to pass this resolution and to restore the
unlimited eoinage of the silver dollar of 412} ins weight, nine-
tenths fine, with unlimited legal-tender power. %}: this connection
I will refer to the act of Congress approved March 18, 1869, falsely
gnt-itletll:d: An act to strengthen the public credit.” It is inthe follow-
ing words:

. An act to strengthen the publie eredit.

Be it enacted by the Senats and House of tatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That in order to remove any doubt as to the pur-
pose of the Government to discharge all just obligations to the public creditors,
and to settle omﬁlogng questions and interpretations of the laws by virtue of
which such oblizatioris have been contracted, it is hereby provided and declared
that the faith of the United States is solemnly pled to the payment in coin or
ita equivalent of all tho obligations of the %ni States not bearing interest,
known as United Statea notes, and of all the interest-bearing obligations of the
United States, oxvept in cases whero the law anthorizing the ﬁsuo of any such ob-
ligation has cxpressly provided that the same may be paid in lawful moncy or
o currency than gold and silver. DBunt none of said interest-bearing obligations
not already doe shall be redeemed or lmld before maturity unless at such time
United States notes shall be convertible into coin at the option of the holder, or
unless at such timo bonds of the United States bearing a lower rate of interest than
the bonds to be redeemed can bo sold at par in coin. And the United States also
solemnly pledges its faith to make provision at the earliest practicable period for
the redemption of the United States notes in coin.

Approved, March 18, 1869,
i 1y U. B. GRANT.

The act of February 25, 1862, was the first act of Congress of which
I have any knowledge which provided for t-he:}(fmg'ment of any obli-

tion of the Government in coin. It provided that INTEREST upon

nds and notes shall be paid in coin, and section 5 provided—

That all duties on imported goods shall be paid in coin, or in not bl
demand hmltlnf':i-o anllll:arimd to bo :«mad and by law reca!ovl;bla in“pnp;%::n: oo%
pnhligddue?oﬁndthewlnnpaldshﬂl be set apart as a special fund, and shall be
ap) as follows:

T8t Tnlhﬂp&ymentinnﬁnot the interest on the bonds and notes of the
U:éll’gisutu.

Mark the word “ purchase”—

or payment of 1 per cent. of the entire debt of the United States, to be made within

each fiscal year after the 1st day of Jul{ 1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking

fund, and interest of which shall in {ko manner be applied to the é:nrohm ar

%fmant of the public debt as the Secretary of the Treasury shall from time to
o direc

t.
Third. The residue thereof to bo paid into the Treasury of the United States.

What was the effect of the act of March 18, 18691 It pledged or
attempted to pledge the faith of the United States to the payment in
coin or its equivalent of all obligations of the Government, interest-
bearing and non-interest bearing, “except in cases where the law
authorizing the issue of any such obligation has expressly ided that
the same may be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold AND
SILVER.” This act defined the exact meaning of the word *coin” as
used therein to be “ gold AND silver,” not gold alone. It made all the
obligations of the Dgnitm] States payable in coin, gold and silver.

The aggregate outstanding debt of the United
States on June 30, 1869, Was....ev coaax s b i
It was certainly no less on March 18, 1869. Of this
t snm the following items and amounts wero

y the law authorizing their issue payable in

coin :
Gold certificates, act of March 3,
1863 cococnninmne maommenn e ooen $30,489,640 00
“Loan of 1863, act of March 3, i
1863,” 6 per cent. interest, re-
deemable after June 30, 1831,
then, and now outstanding.....
Ten-forties of 1864, act of March 3,
1864, b per cent. interest, redcem-
able after March 1, 1874, then
outstanding ......cccenccionosn- 194, 567, 300 00

Total debt payable in coin, March 18, 1869....... 300,056,940 00

Deduct this total debt payable in coin from the
te outstanding debt June 30, 1869, will
- leave the outstanding debt..................... 2, 356,547,015 73

This great sum was properly and legally .Fayn.ble in lawful money,
although the laws authorizing its issuo did not ecpressly provide that
the same may be paid in lawful money or other currency than gold
and silver. : !
I say it was properly and le
tender notes, becanse the le

$2, 656, 603, 955 73

75,000, 000 00

1y payable in lawiul money—le%'nl-
~tender notes were then by law ““a full
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legal tender in payment of all taxes, internal duties, excises, debts
and demands of every kind dne to the United States, except dutiés
on imsn.orf.s, and all claims and demands against the United States of every
Mn‘?l whatever, except for interest upon bonds and notes,” which shall be
i@l 1n coln.

2 This exception of the interest, and only the interest upon bonds and notes,
demonstrates conclusively that such bonds and notes, and all out-
standing obligations of the United States, not expressly ealling for
coin, and coin alone, were then properly and legally payable in legal-
tender notes. .

The Supreme Court of the United States in the celebrated “legal-

tender cases” has expressly decided that obligations contracted
rior as well as snbsequent to the act of February 25, 1562, were
egally payable in these legal-tender notes. i
. The exceptionsin the act of March 18, 1869, only extended to “cases
where the law anthorizing the issue of any such obligation has ex-
pressly provided that the same may be paid in lawfnl money or other
currency than gold and silver,” and did not save this great amount of
1ndebt-egnass from the effect of said act, because in very few cases
the law authorizing the issne of any such obligation had expressly
provided that the same might “be paid in lawful money or other
currency than gold and silver.”

The obligations called for so much money—so many dollars—and
the legal-tender notes were the lawfnl money—the dollars—the full
equivalents in law of the money and dollars named and promised in
tho obligations, and all such obligations to the amount aforesaid
wero payable in such legal-tender notes, regardless of the fact that
the law authorizing their issue had not expressly provided for their pay-
ment in lawful money or other currency than gold and silver.

The effect of the act of March 18, 1369, was therefore not only to
make obligations of the Government to the amount of $2,356,547,-
015.73, then properly and legally payable in legal-tender notes, pay-
able in gold and silver coin thereafter, but also to add to said amount
the difference in value between legal-tender notes of that amount
and coin of the same amount, or the then premium of gold over legal-
tender notes.

In March, 1869, the preminm on gold over legal-tender notes in
New York City ranged from thirty-two and a to thirty and one-
fourth cents on the dollar, or, one dollar of one hundred cents in gold
was worth one dollar and thirty-two and a half to thirty and one-
fourth cents in legal-tender notes.

Estimating the difference in value in gold dollars and legal-tender
dollars at thirty cents to the dollar, this act of March 18, 1269, ndded
thirty cents in value to every dollar of the then debt, and thus in-
creased the value of the obligations of the Government due from the
people to the holders of these obligations to the amount of thirty
cents on every dollar of $2,356,547,015.73, or to the amonnt of $706,-
964,104.71%; and to this great amount enriched the holdars of the
Government obligations, and to the same amount robbed the tax-
payers of the conntry. And yet the act is entitled “An act to
strengthen the public credit,” and does not satisfy the bondholder
becaunse it did not say “ gnl&," and “gold alone,” instead of * gold
and silver.”

Another point just here. Aeccording to Dr. Linderman’s tables,
one ounce of pure gold was then equivalent to 15.6 ounces of pure
silver; or, one silver dollar of 412} grains, nine-tenths fine, was
equivalent to §1.0247 in gold 25.8 grains, nine-tenths fine, to the dollar.

Another effect of this act was to pledge the faith of the United
States to pay their obligations in gold and silver coin and in either gold
or silver, at the option of the United States, and not in gold alone.

In order to save something from the ruin and wreck wrought by
this act it is now the imperative duty of Congress not only to pass
this résolution, but also to restore the free coinage of the silver dol-
lar, with unlimited legal-tender power, by passing the silver bill.

Mr. RANDOLPH. Mr. President, when more a week ago the
Senate, with unusual conrtesy, signified its willingness to hear me, I
could not consent, such were the circumstances surrounding its prof-
fer. ‘And now, sir, that in the regular order of the Senate's business I
may speak of right, and freely speak, if I were to consult my own con-
vemence and pleasure in the matter I would not s at all; but
the friends of the resolution offered by the Senator from Ohio [Mr.
MarTHEWS] have spoken much npon this sabject. The debate has
been long, the argnments fall, I had almost said exhaustive, and the
knowledge is had by all of us that under the discussion of a bill, the
bill of the Houseof Representatives remonetizing silver, *“ ample room
and verge enough” will be given to al who desire to debate the finan-
cial question. »

So much has been said, however, by those who favor the double-
standard policy, it is as well, perhaps, that I should attempt, before
the final vote is faken on the resolution, to express some views from
an opposite stand-point.

CLABSIFICATIORX OF DOXDS.
]Regarding the bonds of the Government, practically we have three
classes. i

First, those issued prior to 1873, still in the hands of purchasers be-
fore that date ; second, those of similar issue and now in ssion of
purchasers obtaining them since the act of 1873 demonetizing silver;
and, third, those of issuesince the passage of the act just referred to,
being the bonds known as the 5's, the 43's, and the 4’s,

Although I believe holders of the second class have a claim in

-

equity equal to those held by the third elass in law, I shall for the
purposes of this discnssion place all the bonds of the Government in
two classes—that is, those issued prior to 1873 and those of issue in
and since February of that year.

It will be observed that I differ from most of those who have en-
tered upon this debate, on either side of the main question, inasmnunch
as I hold that the Government has the legal right to pay a portion of its
bonds—those of issue prior to 1873—in gold or silver “ ecoin” (herein-
after designated) at its option, while as to the remainder of its
bonded obligation, the issues since February, 1873, the payment must
absolutely be made in gold.

Notwithstanding these distinctions, I shall finally be found in full
agreement with those who contend for the maintenance of a single
and gold standard in payment of all the obligations of Government.
Is endeavor to show that where it is our lawful right to pay in
either “ eoin,” our interests are not to be subserved by payments in
silver; and wherd our option ceased, as it did in 1873, our obligation
is to pay in gold alone.

AS TO BONDS OF ISSUE PRIOR TO 1873.

Now, sir, as to that class of bonds issned prior to 1873—mainly
from 1862 to 1873—we stamped them payable in “coin,” By that
phrase, under then &xistiuﬁ laws, we named silver and gold, either or
both, as “ coin,” and for the simple reason that coins of both these
metals of certain weight and fineness were under the law for most
purposes legal-tender * coin.” o

Practically, up to the time of the passage of the demonetization
act no serious controversy had oce! regarding this fact. No oe-
casion was had, indeed, to question the standing of silver as to gold,
inasmuch as during all recent {'lears it had uniformly been of superior
valge to gold, measuring each unit of value by the Government
stan: of weight and fineness,

GOVERNMENT'S OPTION NO OPTION.

Thus the Government’s option as to the coin of payment amounted
to nothing. Our profit was to pay in gold. Added to this sufficient
reason it was our manifest policy to pay in gold. As debtors, desir-
ing to redace our burden of interest, we pted payment in that
coin, gold, which gave us the highest price in selling our bonds and
the lowest terms of interest we could fix npon them. Although dur-
ing these years we held the option of payments in gold or silver coin,
it is well known that it became the studied pm-l;oaa of Govern-
ment to persuade the mind of capital that eoin with it meant gold,
and this purpose was enforced by the simple and substantial arga-
ment of paying it. No mere resolutions of Congress, no opinions of See-
retaries could have had or ever did have a breath of influence upon
the minds of lenders, compared with this long unbroken practice of
Government itself. g

8ir, it is said that payment of our obligations has not been restricted
to tho coinof the United States. My reply is that silver being, during
most of our history, of superior value to gold, (taking Government's
measure of coins in ascertainment of the relative value of gold and
gilver to each other,) no advantage wounld have come to us from the
purchase of silver abroad and payment of it to our creditors, without,
indeed, we had “regulated” foreign coins so purchased, called them
of value they were not, or had adopted some other convenient con-
trivance not then known to statesmanship.

Secondly. Had those from whom we were compelled to borrow sus-
pected our p to pay in foreign money, the legal-tender value
of which would be subject to * regulation” by each succeeding Con-
gress, we should probably have been unable to have obtained credit
enough to have borrowed at all. !

The simple truth is, Mr. President, when we made our obliga-
tions—the greater portion of them—we took no thonght of payment
in silver, dreamed of no chance like the one now sought for, and
meant by “coin” that metal which Government had ever before paid
to its creditors, that Government had alone ever Igmeased in quantity
sufficient to pay with, and that coin which the whole commercial and
finanecial world with whom we have to deal were then dealing and
knew only as our coin of payment.

THE DOUBLE ETAXDARD NON-EFFECTIVE FOR PERMAXENT RELIEF.

Mr. President, should we make a law remonetizing silver and that
coin of 412} grains that my friend from Missouri [ Mr. COCKRELL] has
referred to so eloquently remain relatively as much cheaper than gold
as it now is, of what advantage will our remonetization be to the peo-
ple? Beyond that given tothosenow in debt it would none. As
to all new oblizations they would be made expressly payable in gold,
or so charged for in higher rates of interest or higher charges for com-
modities, as to make tﬁe cost to the borrower of money or purchaser
of merchandise relatively the same as if the transactions had taken
Elaca on a gold basis. 1 may say, Mr. President, that since this bill

as been nnder discussion large loans of money have only been had
by inserting the gold-coin dpayment. in the bond, or by providing
that the loan must be paid in gold or silver, at the option of the
lender. We may cry out never so much, but as long as we are a
borrowing people there is no remedy for us. Even the mutterings of
the distant thunder that the Senator from Indiana made eloquence
of the other day will have little effect, let me say with great respect,
upon the action of capital. That nimble power, fearing our menaces,
will quietly withdraw itself to some other and more substantial pro-
tection. So, sir, laws of Congress, though they be piled mountain
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high, eannot chanﬁn to disorder the higher and immutable laws of
aupp‘!y and demand, or the speedy exit of capital from the *protec
tion” of a Government that menaces either its honest value or its
righteons ion,

Then, sir, we come to this: thongh we gain the paltry advantage
of paying portions of our existing obligations, national, State, or in-
dividual, in a eoin more or less cheaper than gold, we must face the
grim certainty that as to our new obligations the highest standard
coin will be bronght against us, directly or indireetly. This at last
must be the result of enterprise in finance like that now contemplated.

If, sir, we really had the ability to pay all of our obligations:to
creditors—Federal, State, and mnnicipal—computed to be four thon-
sand millions at present, we would appear to gain somewhat by pay-
ment in silver at the present value of it, Unfortunately, however,
we cannot conveniently pay this sum, and our highest effort for years
to come will be to meet the interest upon our debts, and possibly to
accumulate a fraction toward the payment of principals. So that
wisdom would seem to teach us to direct our efforts toward the estab-
lishment of such credit among lenders of money as will enable us to
carry our obligations at the lowest possible rate of interest. This,
Mr. President, is really about all we have in hand to do for years to
come, as practical men.

REMOXETIZATION OF SILVER A LOSS TO THE 'EOFLE AXD THE GOVEEXMENT.

Remonetization of silver will not lessen the public burden. If sil-
ver is made legal tender and remains the cheaper coin, and is to be
paid out by Government, then all will agree that we may not longer
refund our debt, now being done at 4 per cent., at the same rate of
interest, or sell our bonds at the price we obtain for them now. Just
to the extent, therefore, that Government pays a higher rate of inter-
est, or sells its bonds for a lower price, it is the loser; the publia bur-
den is not lessened, but is increased. This is plain.

Nor is this quite all. Our bonds will not sell or our rate of inter-
est mpon them be established by comparing the market value of sil-
ver to gold coin at the time of the transaction between Government
and the lender. Thongh Government seeks to take advantage of a
period when silver approximates in value to gold, the lender will
never forget that his bond is payable “optionally ” and that silver
has been 12 cent. below gonfs and may be again. And lenders take
no chances, have no sentiment, accept no bond of fate that has not
all the guarantees that experience ean teach.

Thus Government would suffer, and have to saffer—hopeless debtor
that it is, and must so long remain—in compound Fmporﬂon. If,as1
claim, and calealation has shown, Government is not to be advan-
tslg-nd, temporarily even, by its adoption of a double standard, then
all pretext of gain in this direction is gone.

'I‘;lara be those who claim with the comgamtively small snrplus of
silver abroad, that in Germany and Holland amounting to $30,000,000
say, being the principal sum upon which drafts wounld probabl
be made, (and with much of this being constantly sold to the all-
silver-absorbing East,) the value of silver would quickly approx-
imate to or equal that of gold. I omit, for brevity, all reference to
the tolerably well ascertained capacity for producing silver in the
mines of the world. The increasing needs oF increasing populations
and the demands of art will care for this production.

If silver should rapidly approximate the value of gold, as (dis-
agreeing with some of my friends) I am inclined to think it would,
then where wonld lie the profit of remonetization to the Government
or to the people? Why the change from what has been our practice to
the readoption of an option presenting so few chances of pecuniary

aﬂvant:Ee 1

We take by the effort some, and by the act all, of the certainty of
loss in money and in credit without, as is co , any considerable
chance of gain. If, then, honor questions the transaction, and ecupid-
ity does not demand if, how we stand justified 7

BILVER PAYMERT KOW AS INDEMNITY FOR THE PAST.

It has been urged in favor of silver payments by the Government
that we have been, that is the people and the Government have been,
large sufferers in the in consequence of onr uniform policy of
payments in gold. I have already shown, sir, the extravagance of
this statement, in that we have found no period till the present one
when we Ootlld’ have profited by silver payments.

How can the extremest advocates of a silver standard, under these
eircumstances, be charged, in * behalf of the people,” with the grave
responsibility of obtaining *indemnity for the past?”

Mr. President, for all practical purposes, and substantially for those
of commercial ones also, silver, as a legal-tender coin of the people,
passed out of existence more than twenty years before the passage of
the celebrated demonetization act of 1873. My friend from Missouri
shakes his head. I have only to say to him that without delaying
this debate, already too long delayed, I shall stand ready to verify
the statement. Its use by ﬁe people had been confined, long before
the war, to the ever-convenient and always-to-be-circulated subsidi-
ary coin, the half-dimes and dimes, the quarters and half dollars of
every-day use, * the people’s money ” in reality ; the money of con-
venience to them, but not the money for their hard-earned savings
to be kept in.

A FEW WORDS REGARDING THE PRACTICAL DEMONETIZATION OF SILVER IN 188,

By act of Congress, Febrnary, 1853, twenty-four years ago, there-
fore, provision was alone made to purchase bullion for the coinage

of subsidiary silver. The existence of the legal-tender silver dollar
was absolntely ignored in the act, its perpetuity deemed unworthy
of mention. Yet, sir, only abont three millions of the legal-tender
silver dollars then existed, and the omission could not have been
based noon their excessive nnmber. Nor will it be claimed, sir, I pre-
sume, that Conggsa was at that time frightened or cajoled by a class
then almost without an existence, the * bloated ”” holders of Govern-
ment obligations.

The next act of Congress of consequence in this connection is that
of March, 1863. It provided to receive gold deposits alone, and to
make gold payments only. Yet previous acts oroéong'mas making
silver coin of certain kinds legal tender remain unrepealed. In a
word, sir, the legal-tender silver dollar had ceased to be a commercial
Zoin; IAL D $0tho digity of a memorial one, and for this
reason : that it claimed to be what it was not. Its unit of value,
measured by the recognized gold and other unit of value, had been
found impracticable of accomplishment. It was a coin, therefore,
of variableness, inconsistency, and confusion. Measnred i)y its mate
of value, it stood from 1834 to 1873 relatively as 103 to 100. For
forty years with undeviating persistency our silver dollar had been
worth 3 per cent. more than our gold one. No wonder we had no
defender of “the dollar of our fathers” during all these years. Ah!
it would have cost just 3 per cent, and this in gold too, to have
 defended” during these long years, to say naugEgof what might
32;0 been the political cost to ambitious statesmen attempting the

ense.

Mr. President, during all this period, this era of confusion and con-
tradietion in our coinage acts,the mint value of the legal-tender
silver dollar for the purchaseof subsidiary coin of the Government was
equal foabout one hundred and eight centsin gold. Thus an employer
could take one hundred silver dollars received by him in business at
par, purchase two hundred and sixteen United States half-dollars
with them, and paying to laborers in these half-dollars the promised
dollar for his daily work make §16 on every §100 of wages paid by
him as a capitalist to labor.

8ir, yon will find large employers taking this advantage of labor
to-day, or substantially so: putting their more valnable greenback
dollars into the cheaper silver ones, and thus getting from labor for
ninety cents what it had agreed to pay one hundred cents for. It
may be, sir, for the moment, this grinding fact does not possess the
mind of all the workingmen of the country. But, sir, let me assure
you if the silver bill be passed and the relations between silver and
gold remain as they are to-day this fact will come to the working-
men of the country, and when it shall come and its effect shall be
felt no sophistry and no rhetoric will take it away and thereafter
bewilder them.

Mr. WALLACE. Will the Senator from New Jersey tell me how
many half dollars in silver of the present standard it would take to
make a hundred IEold dollars at the present value of gold coin?

Mr. RANDOLPH. This, sir, requires precise calculation—gold
finctuating daily—and I can hardly stop to make it. I should refer
all questions of figures to my friend from Missouri if I were inclined
to go into details in the midst of this speech. The Senator from
Missouri has given us figures until I confess my simple mind is con-

fused with them. He can no doubt give to the Senator from Penn-

sylvania an exact and prompt answer.

Mr.WALLACE. Iam much obliged tomy friend from New .Jersey.

Mr. RANDOLPH. Concerning the passage of the demonetization
act of 1873 I understand the facts to be these : The House of Repre-
sentatives by resolution, in 1870, asked the opinion of Treasury officials
and ex]ieris regarding a rovision of the laws relative to coinage, &c.
In April, 1870, the Secretary of the Treasury reported the substance
of the information and suggestions collected. Acmm[;]auying this
report was the draft of a bill prepared by Mr. Knox, then deputy,
now Comptroller of the Currency. The bill, which distinetly aimed
at the dismissal of the standard silver dollar as a legal tender, passed
the Senate January 10, 1871, and the House May 27, 1572, with amend-
ments; these being substantially concurred in by the Senate, ing
the criticism of a conference committee of the two Houses, and finally
becoming a law February, 1873, nearly three years after discnssion in
Congress had begun. That the effect of this bill thus discussed and
passed would be to demonetize silver, leaving gold the only standard,
was clearly understood.

In the debate in the House, Mr. POTTER, of New York, said:

This bill provides for the making of changes in the legal-tender coin of the
country and for substituting as le, tender coin of only one metal instead, as

ore, of two. I think myself this wounld be a wise provision, and that legal-
tender coins, except subsidiary coins, should be of gold alone.

Another prominent member of the House of Representatives, Mr,
KeLLEY, of Pennsylvania—since reconstructed or “ regulated” upon
this question, I believe—used these-words :

It is impossible to retain the double standard ; the values of gb]ﬂ and ailver con-
tinually finctnate. Youn cannot determine what will be the relative value of gold
and silver next year. They were 15 to 1 a short time ago; they are 16 to 1 now.
Henee all experience has shown that you must have onestandard coin which
shall be a legal tender for all others, and then you may promote our domestio
convenience by having a subsidiary coin of silver which sball cirenlate in all
parts of your country as legal tender for a limited amount and be redeemable
at ita face value by the Government. But, sir, I again call the attention of the
Houso to the fact that the gentleman who pro| this bill insists upon main-
taining a silver dollar worth three and a half cents more than the gold dollar and worth
soven cents more than two half dollars, and that so long as those provisions remain
you cannot keep aih'cr coin in the country,
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Mr. President, I cannot add to the force of these words by com-
ment of mine but I may recall attention to the fact that at the time
of the p e of the demonetization act in 1873 the clinching argn-
ment made in its favor was that our silver dollar was then at that
very hour worth three and a half cents more than our gold dollar.
Where was “ vigilant capital” at that time?

May it not happen, Mr. President, that with the slow p of
legislation, before the advocates of the silver policy shall reach their
Egn], the silver dollar of their venerated fathers (and ours) may again

come more valuable than our present standard gold one; and, if so,
what then?

I submit, sir, that it is not consistent with the dignity of a gov-
ernment that its %mve Benators shall stand ready at every change
of season to practice financial gymnastics.

In January, 1872, a year or more prior to the act of demonetization,
the Secretary of the Treasury recommended the mlolilt-lion of the single
standard of gold. Will it do, Mr. President, with this array of facts
before us to say that the demonetization act of 1873 was “smuggled
through Congress,” or that it could possibly have had its conception
during some generous impulse of Wall street capitalists to receive
ninety-seven cents for that which Government offered one hundred
cents for? Oh, no, Mr. President, as my friend from Ohio [ Mr. THUR-
MAN ] is in the habit of saying, *“that won’t do.”

Bir, the policf’ of Government concerning silver as a standard has
been neither blundering nor magnanimous. Like other debtors we
have made the best bal}am we have been able to honorably make.

To-day we differ widely as to what duty is, as to what policy
requires; yetour aim is a common one, to subserve the best interests
of the whole people. I cannot and I shall not say to my opponent
in this debate: “ [ am holier than thou.” I believe that those who
favor this resolution are as honest in their convictions as I am. I
believe that those who hold the opposite view of this question are as
sincere as I am or ever hope to be. They represent, as I do, constit-
uencies who are themselves in disagreement as to what interest re-
quires or policy dictates; but I firmly believe we do all represent
constituencies who in large part would give of their slender wages
and of their impoverished capital to keep what they believe to be
the national fai

A DOUBLE STANDARD IMPRACTICABLE.

Mr. President, I am driven to the conclusion that a double stand-
ard is not only detrimental to Government but is in itself substan-
tially impracticable. That this has been our own experience 1 have
endeavored to show. The nations of highest civilization, those with
whom our affairs are the largest, have either adopted the single gold
standard or restricted the coinage of silver so as to amount to about
the same thing, ‘

. Our financial policy, if we would subserve the convenience and
interests of our own people, must be largely in aympathg with the
conntries with whom we deal or with whom we hope to deal in the
near future. The whole effort of the ple of Great Britain, of
Germany, and the Scandinavian states is to retain or obtain a gold
standard. This purpose, therefore, possesses ihe best intelligence of
Europe. Shall we disregard its teachings? May we safely do sof

A BTANKDAED OF GOLD OR SILVER, BUT ONLY ONE.

Now, Mr. President, save for convenience, for economy in use,
because of its already aecepted ition among nations, it is not a
matter of consequence perhaps whether we elect to retain the single
standard of gold, or,abolishing that, take to the single standard of sil-
ver. Ourcoins after all, be they one or many, of gold or of silver, or of
both, obtain their value abroad by comparison, by their measnrement
with the standard coins of other mations. We know that if we
reduce the weight or fineness of our t gold dollar it is instantly
rendered incapable of orming the purchasing service of its pre-
decessor. So of our old silver dollar. We all know that ab; it
will only buy to-day ninety cents’ worth of anything. Thusour coins,
whether of iold or silver, will ever be rated by their intrinsic value,
and not by the Government's designation of them.

Silver bullion is worth to-day fifty-four pence. I think I am cor-
rect in the statement.

Mr. MORRILL. Fifty-three five-eighths.

Mr. RANDOLPH. Fifty-threefive-eighths; the Senator from Ver-
mont correctsme. My computationshave been madeat fifty-four; fifty-
three five-eighths only exaggerates the statement that I am abont to
make. Bilver bullion being worth to-day fifty-four pence, shounld the
New York orNew Orleans or Chicago importer desire to purchase goods
in England or France or Germany to the amount of £100 sterling, or
say 487 gold, he would, paying in the legal-tender silver proposed,
be obliged to remit to his foreign banker §531 or $44 more in one of
ourso-called “standard coins” than the other. Of course the consumer,
nof the importer, pays this difference.

Mr. President, may I ask of Senators, especially those representing
States from which our larger production of cotton and wheat and to-
baceo is had, what interest they possess as representativesof those pro-
ducing these staples exported each year to the extent of hundreds of
millions of dollars—what interest they have in giving to foreign
purchasers the “option” of paying their constituents in a debased
and inferior legal-tender coin? I cannot be far wrong, sir, when I
say that the loss to agriculture (should gold and silver retain their
present difference of value) will not fall short of thirty or forty mill-

ions of dollars per year. This loss, it will be observed, is almost
direlctlﬂr upon agriculture and labor, and scarcely a fraction of it upon
capita

ur importations, now $500,000,000 a year, must be paid for in gold ;
with silver a legal tender onr exportations may be paid for in that
coin. Thus we may rapidly become the eunstodians of the inferior
and inconvenient coin, and tha losers of that other and superior coin,
gold, with which alone we can purchase in all markets, and upon
equal terms with all mankind. ghould this condition of affairs come
about, what then?

THE POWER OF CONGRESS TO COIN AND “REGULATE.”

Mr. President, at the risk of poorly repeating much that has been
said by my honorable friend from Delaware [Mr, BAYARD] I venture
to add a few words upon what I consider the proper view to be taken
;: deti::ing the power of Congress concerning coinage and its “regu-

tion,

I have already said that we have the r[Eht, as I believe, to pay a
portion of the bonds of the Government, those of issue prior to 1873,
in gold or silver, at our option, But, sir, I question upon a fair inter-

retation if we may lawfully do so in either coin, silver or gold, that

or any reason has me of inferior value to its legal-fender mate.

To my an understanding that provision of the Constitution
giving to Congress the power to *coin money and regulate the value
thereof ” is an inseparable power. Especially as to all legal tender
issues of Government would this seem to be the common-sense inter-

retation,and therefore, may I presume, the legal view of the question.

be history of the exercise of this power by Government from time to
time during our existence sustains this view. . Every “‘regulation” of
the coins has thus far been to adjust their values to each other.

Every act of Congress changing our coinage laws has had but one
purpose practically, to make the legal-tender coins of gold and silver
of equivalent value. If we are to be taught by our own unbroken
action, all we can do now, if aught is to ﬁe done, is to adjust our
legal-tender coins anew. A

not our creditors, domestic and fomign;,n reasonable right, in
view of our uniform practice in “regulating” the coins, to believe
that practice would remain unchanged ? If seems so to me, sir.
THE PEOPLE AGAINST HEPUDIATION.

I have already said I believed there was no gurpoae upon the part
of the people at Jarge to do aught that would lay them open to a
just charge of repudiation. But, sir, we cannot afford to rest under
the suspicion of it even. I have great reason for my deadly hatred
of the crime. I do not question that all honorable men have. My
personal knowledge of its blighting effoct to the State and its curse
to a people was gained long years ago.

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Lmanaewill pardon me, I am
sure, in making an illustration based upon the history of the great
State he represents, a State peopled by many dear to me as to him.

In 1852 the State of Mississippi practically repudiated its obliga-
tions. It did not undertake the gentler device of these days and
‘“geale” them ont of existence. It just refused to pay them. And,
sir, it has kept its promise to itself, though it has broken it to others.

1 pass over the years that intervene between this act and those of
comparatively recent date. Years after the war had closed, years in
which every gtate of the South as I thought had felt the weight of
the despoiler’s hand, visiting my old home at Vicksburgh I asked of
Mississippians what debt the earpat—baf%ars had been able to fasten
upon their nnhsppiv Commonwealth. new that some of the most
ingenious and cruel of all that rapacious horde had settled within the
limits of the State, and, forgetting its repudiation of twenty years
ago, I naturally asked what the Statoc debt had wn to be. The
answer was: “ Practically, sir, we have no State debt! So complete
waus the prostration of our State credit by reason of the mppdia.mun
of 1852, even the unparalleled ingenuity, the unsurpassable eifrontery,
and the incomparable devices of carpet-baggers have not been able
to contrive a scheine Eiving credit enough for the basis of the petty
thievery they would have accommodated themselves to. Whatever
the Stare’s necessities have been, whatever its interests have sug-
g—est-gx’i,, they found no one willing to give enlarged eredit to Missis-
sippi.

Teas say, Mr. President, asif in parenthesis, this is thesingle instance
within my knowledge where any people have apparently proiited by
their own wrong-doing. - :

But, sir, what has Mississippi lost since the fatal act which ruined
her credit? If her citizens have required large sums they have ob-
tained them at usurious rates of interest. If her corporations have
needed eapital they have purchased it by paying rates above those
accorded to sister States. Yf her counties or townships orcities have
desired to effect local improvements through the aid pf capital from
beyond their boundaries the same inexorable penalty has attached to
them. Great, cruel injustice has come to successive generations be-
cause of the wrong of those who preceded them. Free and enfran-
chised the credit of the new State is becoming second to none. Bat,
8ir, it is safe to say that the cost to her of the one wrongful act has
been more than if she had been despoiled by fraud and robbery, even
as South Carolina and Louisiana have been.

May we not as representatives of the United States profit by the
history and experience of one of onr number ?

Mr. President, weshould fall short in duty if we circumseribed ourview
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of it by present interests. If in passing bills to remonetize silver we
are adjodged by the broad world, from whom much of our c.':!llita] has
heretofors come and must hereafter largely come, guilty of doubtful
action regarding our obligations, the penalty, whether rightfully or
wrongfally inflicted, will fall after all with more distinct severity
upon private enterprise than upon publie credit. If upon these the
blight of broken faith, real or implied, shall fall, then indeed will we
have added to the cup of our t misfortunes.

We are borrowers. Do not let us forget this fact. As I have said,
our first requisite is unquestioned credit. With it established we can
obtain all the capital we need for legitimate enterprise. With it our
farmers will enter upon another year with home markets—always
the best and most re]g:'blo for the productions of our soil—and have
no need to feel that war in desolating Europe mm}{)ﬁlﬂ them to fatten
on carnage. With it onr manufacturers will be able to safely enter
upon the sharp, close competition that advanced civilization and the
dovelopments of science have made a necessity, if we would, as we
can, place our products wherever unrivaled England has or shall.

I speak from personal knowledge when I say that foreign and do-
mestic capital refuse to give American enterprise credit this very
hour becaunse of this debate. Thus labor suffers most, and mwost sadly of
all, for it has ne resource but the physical one. We do know how pit-
cously the cry has come up from all over the land simply for “work!”
If by credit established, untarnished by act of Government, unques-
tioned by suspicion of future purﬂinse, we may as a people have capi-
tal for new enterprises, how quickly can these appeals be answered.

With a single standard of gold we may safely enter upon competi-
tion in all tﬁc markets of the world, for this is the one stan
undisputed.  With a double standard half the world's markets are
beyond our effort, so small our profits, so great may be the fluctua-
tions of silver to gold in value at home.

Sir, because the ground has been gone over fully and faithfully I
shall make no extended reference to other well-known arguments
touching our duty and interests. i

The inconvenience of silver in larger amounts than a few dollars
to the people; the added danger of loss in keeping large and bulky
sums of it; the greater cost of tmnsgorting it in efiecting exchanges;
the wrong to labor in paying as a dollar for wages that which may
not buy ninety cents of value; the fallacy of counting a thing as a unit
of strengih or value that every foreign enemy may tap an essence
from ; aud, finally, the vain attempt to do by legislation that which
is hopelessly beyond its reach—that is, to fix the relative value of gold
and silver, when that determination is alone to be made by natural
laws, by the labor actually employed in the production of each—=Sen-
ators will thank me for omitting to rediscuss these trite subjeets.

AS TO DONDS ISSUED BINCE 1873,

Mr, President, it will be observed that I have thus far confined my
discussion of the right and policy of Government to that class of bonds
actunally issued prior to February, 1873. Agreeing as to the right of
Government to pay them and the interest upon them in gold or silver,
the latter being made the equivalent of the former in value, however,
I have endeavored to show that it is not the policy or the interest of
Government to have two standards of payment, but rather one, and
that the gold one.

. Now, sir, as to that other class of bonds—for, as I have said, the
act of February, 1873, demonetizing silver, placed all bonds there-
after issued upon a dificrent footing from those of previous issne—
as to these bonds—the &'s; 44’s, and 4s—I cannot comprehend how
sg di:bat.n or question can arise regarding * the coin” they are pay-
able in.

From February, 1873, gold has been the only legal-tender coin of
the country, and every bond issued since that date is as plainly, fully,
honorably payable in gold as would be my note issned a year ago—pay-
ablein * coin,” falling due next month, and to-day receiving my own
indorsement that “ coin” meant * gold "—would payable in gold.
Who, Mr. President, in all this of honorable men wounld be my
defender if I songht to eseape my own voluntary definition of *coin,”
indorsed by my own hand on my own note—a note, too, in all prob-
ability passed from the hands of the original holder to those of others
accepting its ion upon the faith of my written promise and
subscquent indorsement? Sir, could 1 ever obtain credit among
men if, as an individual, I should seek to take this advantage, in
payment of my debt, insisting upon an option by me voluntarily
surrendered, to myself dead? Mr. President, repeating my honor-
able friend, the Senator from Ohio, [ Mr. THURMAN,] let me again
gay, ‘ that won't do.”.

Oh, no, Mr. President, there is no man on this floor who wonld defend
me as an individoal if I were to attempt to do that which is being
advocated by the representatives of States on this floor as to the right
or doty of Government; and I cannot understand how there can be
any substantial difference in between our acts as SBenators er
as individunals.

Mr. MERRIMON. Will my friend allow me to interrnpt him a

moment ¥

Mr. RANDOLPH. Certainly.

Mr. MERRIMON. Inorder to set myself right I desire to take the
case the Senator puts of himself. Suppose he had given a bond last
year to myself for $1,000 with autipugttion that he promised to pay

me $1,000 in gilver dollars weighing 412} grains of standard silver of

the United States, would the Senator pretend that he could pay nre
in anything but silver dollars?

Mr. RANDOLPH. Oh, no; that is not the qunestion at all. The
Senator from North Carolina does not state the question fairly, He
speaks of my mbte payable in a single coin, whereas the bonds of the
Government, aecording to his theory and mine, were payable in the
two eoins, optional with Government. Now the option of the Gov-
cn(limcfnt censed when Government made its election, and that is the
end of it

Mr. MERRIMON. This4 per eent. bond which the Senator has
been talking about is predicated upon and derives all the essence in it
from the act of 1870,

Mr, RANDOLPH. That and its indorsements, referring to the act
of 1873 by this.

Mr. MERRIMON. And the act of 1870 constitutes a snbstantial
part of the contract. The act by which silver was demonetized
applies to the 4 per cent. bond as much as to the 5 per cent. bond or
6 per cent. bond or any bond ever given by the Government; but in
the act anthorizing the 4 per cent. bond is a stipulation to pay a par-
ticular thing of a particular weight, and it is over and above and
outside of nﬁ legal-tender laws. One of the grand objects in passing
the refunding act was to provide a stipulation against the power of
the Government to depreciate the money to be paid for the bonds by
debmiiu&:the coin or reducing its value.

Mr., RNAN. Yes, but you were to pay in silver dollars of 412}
grains, according to the view of the Senator from North Carolina,
and by the act of 1873 such dollars ceased to be a legal tender.

Mr. RANDOLPH. I ask Senators not to interrupt me farther.

Mr. MERRIMON. I beg the Senator’s pardon.

Mr. RANDOLPH. The Senator need not; but I have only a fow
words more to say, and I shall then give way to my friend from Mis-
sissippi, [ Mr. LAMAR,] who has been too long detained already. Iin-
tended to answer courteously and respectfully the question put to me
by the Senator from North Carolina, and I will say to him now that,
inasmuch as this debate is likely to continue into midsummer from
present appearances, we shall have plenty of opportunity to eonsider
all matters that pertain to this question.

COXCLUBION.

Mr. President, I have not been able to agree that we shounld dis-
cuss this question as one of “ dry law” alone. To meitis a question of
}foliny in government ; it is also a question of morals, of public morals.

hat which may be right in law may not be expedient in practice.
Ehst. which the State may legally do may not always be honorably

one.

Iam sure no Senator will believe me guilty of the disconrtesy of
impugning the motives of others when 1 affirm that disbonor may
come, as it has come from mistaken judgment or from excessive zeal
in what seems a righteous pursuit.

It has been asserted upon this floor by the Senator from Alabama
[Mr. MorGAN] that our ereditors have no right to say what sort of
money we shall use. I utterly dissent from this doctrine, inasmuch
a8, l.lem%la class to whom we are indebted, their interest in our money
is second to no other class. The declaration also assumes that cred-
itors of a special class, the * bondholders,” alone regard the definition
of “coin.” Have not the people, those to whom our coin is paid in
every day's transactions,an interest far ater than that of these
special creditors in unsurpassable and stable value of “coini”

To them it is a thing of daily use, with naught else of real money
to take its place. Bondholders disliking our coin may dispose of
their bond investments, meet losses if any, and turn their capital to
other channels. To them the end has come. Not so to the people.
Their daily needs leave them to stagger and faint perhaps under
the burden of fluctuating values.

It has been substantially asserted that when Government creates a
debt and fixes the standard value of the coin agreed to be taken in
payment, it may lawfully do what it chooses in changing the com-
mercial value of that eoin.

Mr. President, I cannot debate this proposition. I have only to
say, as I have in substance previously said, that not only is a great
government sacredly bound in policy and in honor to maintain the
full standard of its obligations, but under the limitations and obli-
gations of the Constitution it is compelled to do so. *“To coin and
regulate” will never be interpreted as meaning * to coin and depre«
ciate.” No, Mr. President, a government of purpose and prominence
and character cannof afford any such construction.

8ir, all through this prolonged debate the ery has come that this
legislation, as well as much of past legislation, is being controlled by
the money kings—the capitalists. 8ir, I have no special sympathy
to extend to them. Of all classes they need the least. Theirs is
largely the power fo turn their investments at will, in advaunce of
lose, if they elect. I would, if needs be, and as a matter of justice,
defend their rights equally with any other class. The capitalists
made great profits, it is true, during the war. = Did they not run great
risks as well? - Labor also had ﬁmnt. wages during the war. When,
to-day, it cries for “work,” shall SBenators give cruel answer by re-
citing to labor the rates of wages in war times?

I will cater to no passing Enmion in hurling epithets at any class
of our fellow-citizens, though they have the misfortune to be rich.
Bat they need no help of mine in this crisis, I ofier them none.
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Their bonds are their merchandise—a price for them is to be had in
the open market. Their capital, lessened to-day by sale of bonds
below cost to them, ean be inereased within the week by purchase
and sale of the bonds of others. We need %'ive no tears where loss
can be so quickly turned to profit. Capital's harvest, as all men
kglow, is reaped most surely and largely in seasons of fluctuating
values. 3
CAPITALISTS NOT BONDHOLDERS.

The cry has gone out against the “bondholder.” T choose to sepa~
rate the real bondholder from the mere capitalist. To him, as I have
shown, the bond is not a thing “held,” save from day to day, from
hour to honr.

The real holder of our Government bonds is rarely the great capi-
talist. To him the interest is too low, even npon the best of them;
other ventures are far more tempting than Governments, that scarcely

pa.i' 4 per cent. to-day. The registered bonds of the United States
tell the story. Examine the books and you will find the names of
execntors, and guardians of estates; ndt great estates, but

small ones ; yon will find the names of widows and orphans whose
slender means permit no hazard of income ; you will rarely find large
amounts in any name, and still more rarely, if at all, in the name of
“gapitalists.” These are facts that no rhetoric will refute.

Need I trespass by a recital of other facts showing how great

a snm of Government bonds are now held by the sn.vinﬁ institutions
of the country, those special depositories of the provident r in
the larger number of States? Upon these * bondholders” every
dollar of

ayment in depreciated coin would fall with cruel exact-
ness. Of tﬁja class of our people, eight hundred thousand in number,
manifestly smong the best becanse the most thrifty, the questiion of
what our ¥ coins” means is a vital one. Have they no voice, then, or
business in the value of their coinf

Our banks, from whom the men of smaller means borrow—are not
Government bonds the foundation of their issues ¥ May we aflect in-_
juriously and serionsly the value of the bonds and still leave borrow-
ers to obtain on eqnafterms or as easily as before ! i

Among the most beneficent of modern institutions, the life-insur-
ance companies stand, despite occasional extravagance and fraudin
management. An analysis of the assets of these companies will show
that their reserve fund, that fund which to the policy-holders, number-
ing hundreds of thousands of our citizens, has become the ark of safety,
islargely investedin the bonds of the United States. Are these people—
I will not say citizens, for they who are most interested are women
and children—have they no business with us in saying what * coin?
means? The school fund of myown Stateisl ly interested in Gov-
ernment bonds. Iave the people no interest in our publie schools T
And thus, Mr. President, might I continue to add to the long list of
bondholders, directly or indirectly, who are not capitalists and never
liope to be, until I verily believe it would be found that of Govern-
ment bonds in this country three-fourths of them would be
found in the hands of, or for the benefit of, those who are poor, help-
less, or dependent, in large part.

Mr. President, I am aware of the utter nselessness of any argument
I have attempted to malke to stop the fever of this present purpose.
As one of the representatives of a State whose peaple have jealously
preserved their own credit, suffering no temptation to hinder duty,
and no advan real or unreal, to dally with their virtue, I have
been impelled, against my previous purpose, to make this plea, to
enter this protest.

Mr. LAMAR obtained the floor.

Mr. RANSOM. If I do nof interfere with the S8enator from Missis-
sippi, I should like to move an executive session of the Senate.

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MATTHEWS in the chair.) Does
the Senator from Mississippi give way for that motion 1

Mr. LAMAR. Yes, sir.

Mr. CONKLING. Mr. President, I su, t to both Senators con-
cerned now, and to the other members of the Senate, that we ought
to have if we can, an understanding as to the time when the vote
upon this resolution will be taken., The mover of the resolution an-
nounced, I believe yesterday, a wish to obtain a vote to-day. I infer
from statements made by various Senators that some engagements
of theirs, (for it seems a many members of the Senate have en-
gagements to-day,) would conflict with the pu ,if such there
were, to attempt to “sit out” this resolntion y. I understand
{from the mover of the resolution that he has no wish to ask the
Senate to do that, bot with other Senators he would like to have a
vote at an early time, Therefore, I venture to snggest that we agree
now upon some hour to-morrow, which hour will allow time enough
to elapse to enable any Senator who wishes to address the Senate, if
there be others to be heard, when the vote may be taken and when
all Senators may be here knowing that the vote will then be taken.

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I would suggest three o’clock to the Sen-
ator from New York.

Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator from Illinois E‘[lgFmts
that we say three o’clock te-morrow. I should think that wounld be
a very convenient hour, and if there be no Senators wishing to
occupy the floor so long, of course the vote may be taken before.

; RRILL. 1 desire to ask the Senator from New York if this
prﬂmm‘tion is to include the debate upon the amendments.
Ir. CONKLING. Upon the amerrdments to the resolation?
Mr. MORRILL. Yes. :

Mr. CONKLING. I snppose so.

Mr. MORRILL. Then I shall be compelled to object, becanse my
colleagne [Mr. EDMUNDS] has an amendment that I understand he
desires to submit some remarks in relation to, and I have an amend-
ment that I should like to occupy perhaps five minuntes upon.

Mr. CONKLING. Then let us name an honr which will give the
colleague of the Senator and himself ample time for that purpose.

Mr. MORRILL. Ido not kmow how long the debate may con-
tinue; but I object to any agreement in relation fo the debate on
these amendments.

Mr, CONKLING. Well, Mr. President, of course any single mem-
ber of the Senate, as well as all the members, can defeat such a prop-
osition as this, because it requires unanimons consent. I venture,
however, to make this remark: in the first place, this being & mere
grelim'mary resolution, not even aiming at the character of a statute

ut by its terms being a mere expression of the two Houses, not a
legislative declaration, is occupying a vast deal of time. We are ron-
ning on very rapidly week after week, and here stands this resolution
blocking the way of legislation. Behind it is a bill relating to the
same subject which has been made a special order, upon which bill
will be in order all the debate appropriate to this resolution, which
bill will be considered next. 1beg leave to remind Senators that one
of two things will oceur, either we shall protract these two proceed-
ings until they become very injurions to the interests of legislation
in the Senate regardless of the result which may be reached, or we
shall within a short time find ourselves compelled to stay here per-
haps through an entire night for no reason whatever, when a frank
statement in advance of the number of Senators who wish to speak
would enable us to fix an hour for voting, if not to-morrow then on
a subsequent day. For my own part, I do not wish to interfere with
the convenience of any single Senator, but I think if we conld have
an understanding which would apprise each one of s of the time
when we should be here to vote, and which arrangement would be
m_)mﬂrhat economical of the time of the Senate, that wonld be de-
sirable. :

Mr. MERRIMON. Mr. President, I do not want to antagonize what
the Senator from New York has said further than this: I donot desire
to speak again myself, for I have had an opporunity to address the
Senate, but I know that there are three or four or five gentlemen who
wish to speak to this resolution, and I should regret exceedingly to
see them cut off by fixing an hoar to-morrow when the vote shall be
taken. The discussion of this resolution is largely on the merits of
the bill which is to follow it, and it seems to me a great deal of time
is notlost in the discussion going on now.

I would say further that this question is certainly one of such
magnitude as to be worth the attention it is receiving. T trust with
all respect that an hour will not be fixed to-morrow. I want to see
everybody have a fair opportnnity to say what he has to say, and I
understood the Senator to suggest the same thing. I merely say that
I know of several gentlemen who desire to be heard on this resolu-

tion.

Mr. ALLISON. I understand the Senator in charge of this resoln-
tion desires to bring it to a vote within a reasonable time. I think
much of the argument npon this resolution conld be made upon the
silver bill which is to follow it.

Mr. CONKLING. The whole of it.

Mr. ALLISON. And, as snggested by the Senator from New York,
perhaps the whole of it. This resolution has already occupied con-
siderable time, Now, if we cannot agree to take the vote to-morrow,
why ean we not agree to take the vote the next day? I thereforo
suggest that by unanimous consent we vote on this resolution and
all the amendments on Friday at four o’clock.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that that
can only be doue by unanimous consent. ¢

Mr. BAYARD. Mr.President, it has been veryobyious to those who
haveattended to the debatesof the Senatethat there has been an antici-
pation of the discussion of the silver bill proper, and by far the ter
number of speeches that have been made here have addressed them-
selves to the topics in that bill rather more than to the abstract
declarations of the resolution now before the Senate. . Therefore it is
that I trust there will be no haste to fix an hour for the termination
of this discussion, because it is obvious to every one that the consid-
eration of the two is blended, and that if the expression of opinion is
obtained in the one case without fnll hearing and debate it must
affect the vote upon the sccond.

The importance of this question can scarcely be stated in terms of
exaggeration ; the duoty of deliberation is as positive as any that can
well be imagined ; and so long as any Senator desires to express his
views upon the propositions which are invelved even in this abstract
declaration, not upon an existing law,but as to what is to be the
effect of o law not yet in existence—whatever may be the shape or
form it may take, it does involve consequences of the most serious
character, in my judgment, one way or the other, to the welfare and
prosperity of the American people—I hope there will be the amplest
time given for discussion, and that the honorable Senator from New
York will not press his motion to fix an hour to-morrow or at any
time nntil the ate shall have exhausted this debate. I should be
unwilling to assent to fixing an hour to-morrow. There has been a
great deal said, and ehiefly said in the Senate on one side of these
snbjects, and I think it right and proper that the other side should
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be heard and that every opportunity should be given for a hearing.
I mt-, therefore, the motion to fix a vote for to-morrow will not be

m.
I will state another fi that just in ortion to the gravity of
this question arises t,h:a:;’eceasil‘-jy of dis?:r:sl;in it with tﬁ?dignity
that it merits and the t that it merits. ere is no snggestion
and has been none, and I think will be none, in the shape of mere
dilatory debate to prolong this discussion. Nothing of that kind is
suggested ; and I do submit that while the conscience of any man in
this body prompts him to debate this question he should be heard.

Mr. 'I‘H[FR.\[IN. Mr. President, I have said nothing on this reso-
lution beyond a few remarks that did not occupy three minutes in
their deliverance on the first da{ the resolntion was taken up for
consideration. I entertain very clear and positive convictions upon
the subject, very clear to my mind and very positively entertained,
that this resolution contains nothing but the naked truth; but it does
not embrace the whole subject that is embraced in the bill. The
resolution relates to what is legal and what would be honorable, but
the bill embraces not only those questions but the guestion what
would be politie. I had hoped, therefore, that this resolution wounld
be ily dis of, and I have not occupied any of the time of
the Senate in discussing it. I do not regret it, for all that I could
have said has been better said by other Senators; but I do think that
after we have sat here three months, deducting the recess, itis about
time to come to something that is practical, something that is to take
the form of law if it pass the Senate and the House at all. Weshall
have settled simply a question of what is law and what would be
honor when we shall have passed this resolution, supioaing it to
pass, but we shall not have determined what will be the policy of
this Government, what will be the law of the land npon this silver
quul;ftion, as it has been called, until we come to vote upon the bill
itse

And inasmuch as the bill necessarily involves every question that
can be raised npon this resolution, I, for one, do not see that in urg-
ing the Senate to fix a time, and a short time too, when the vote shall
be taken upon this resolution, I am cutting off, or desiring to cut off,
any Senator from the full expression of his views. I do not see that
any one can be charged with attempting to stifle debate or to deprive
any Senator of the full privileges that he ought o enjoy, or to injure
the public service in any way, by saying “ Let us stop debating this
question in its present phase npon an abstract resolution, and let us
go to the subject in the concrete on the bill which is before us for
consideration.” That injures no one; that deprives no one of the
right to express his opinion ; that only furthers the business of the

body.

I ]nge, therefore, Mr. President, that we may soon come to a vote
upon this resolntion and get it out of the way inorder that the bill may
be taken up for consideration. And then there will be amplé room
for all who desire to express their opinions to do so, and to do so fully.
For myeelf, believing that the remonetization of silver onght to take
plucei:believing that it ought to be made a full legal tender, believ-
ing that you cannot maintain specie payments in this country until
that be done, believing that the best interests of the whole country
require that it should be done, believing that the fears which have
been expressed in re to the effect of snch a measure are for the
most part imaginary, I feel bound to nrge, as far asit is in my power
to do so, the s y consideration and decision of these questions;
and I feel that I am bound also, if necessary, to avoid consumption of
time myself and give up to others who may desire to speak the floor
rather than tire the patience of the Senate with anything that I could

say.

¥tmt, sir, that some one of the suggestions that have been made,

_ either that of the Senator from New York or that of the Senator from

Iowa, will be agreed to, and that every Senator will feel that in urging

such a proposition as that no one is seekinﬁato deprive him of the

right to speak, no one is seeking to stifle debate upon this question
wﬁieh Senators regard as of suci high immmmce.

Mr. BLAINE. Mr. President, I do not know whether the honor-
able Senator from Ohio who moved this resolution [Mr. MATTHEWS]
will accept a suggestion which is in my mind; but it seems to me
that it would disembarrass the whole question if he would consent to
postpone this resolution until the silver bill is disposed of. If there
18 anything declaratory needed as to what the Senate thinks of that
bill after it is through, let us have it then and you can have it imme-
diately. It can come up the next day or the next hour; but it is
embarrassing every one who wishes to discuss the silver bill either
pro or con; it stands right in the way, it stands directly across the
E&th of practical legislation. Whatever may be done with the silver

ill, all Senators I think will that it ought to be done as
promptly as possible, and if we need anything in the shape of an
abstract declaration of opinion, it strikes me we conld make it a good
deal more intelligently after having Eot the bill through than apon
a wild guess as to what we shall think in case the bill should pass.
I hope the Senator will take that suggestion kindly. I have no wish
to move it against his own desire.

Mr. MATTHEWS. I take any suggestion from the Senator from

Maine kindly ; but I cannot consent to this. I have no disposition
to have this resolntion stand in the way of the transaction of the
public business ; on the contrary I am most anxious that it should be
got out of the way of being such an obstruction, and to that end,

fae]l:g the responsibility T have in reference to it by virtue of having
mo the resolution, I have overand over again exp the desire
anxiously to progress as rapidly as possible with its consideration, to
bring the argument upon it toa conclusion, and to terminate the sub-
ject by a final vote. I am not willing to consent to postpone its con-
sideration to give way to anything else, even to the consideration of
the silver bill itself. I am willing that every gentleman who desires
to be heard upon it shall speak to his heart's content, and free both
his mind and his conseience. Iam willing for that purpose to undergo
as much personal physical inconvenience as any other Senator ; and
to that end, unless we can come to a unanimons understanding that
will make it unnecessary, I desire to say that if a majority of the
Senate will stand by me upon it I propose that upon Friday we shall
sit utl;fii we have voted finally upon the resolution and all the amend-
men .

Several SExATORS. That is right.

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that I have not yet taken five
minutes of time in the discussion of this resolution, and do not pro-

to take more than that hereafter; and the only reason for my
mmrponlng any objection to fixing & time was that I knew that my
colleague desired to submit some remarks upon an amendment that
he has proposed, and how long those remarks will be I do not under-
stand; I presume, however, they will be very brief. But I think the
s tion of the Senator from Ohio is the proper one.
. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of executive business.

The motion was agreed to; and the Benate proceeded to the con-
sideration of executive business. After fourteen minutes spent in
executive session the doors were reopened and (at four o'clock and
forty-three minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
WEDNESDAY, January 23, 1878,

The Honse met at twelve o’clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
W. P, HARRISON,

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

REMONETIZATION OF SILVER.

Mr. FRANKLIN, by unanimous consent, presented resolutions of
merchants of Kansas City, Missouri, in favor of the remonetization
of silver ; which were referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights,
and Measures,

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Mr. FRANKLIN also presented resoluiions of the merchants of Kan-
sas City, Missouri, requesting that the Union Pacific Railroad be com-
pelled to comply with its charter; which were referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

COLLECTION DISTRICT OF COLORADO, ETC.

Mr. PATTERSON, of Colorado, by unanimous consent, introdnced
a bill (H. R. No. 2689) to create a customs collection district of the
State of Colorado and the Territories of Wyoming, Utah, and New
Mexico; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.

BANK DEPOSITS,

Mr. ELLSWORTH, by unanimous consent, introdnced a bill (1. R.
No. 2690) relieving bank deposits from internal-revenue taxes and
dues ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed.

ELIZABETH ANN PORTER.

Mr. CHALMERS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R.
No. 2691) to increase the pension of Elizabeth Ann Porter, widow of
William D. Porter, late commodore United States Navy; which was
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions, and ordered to be printed.

COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS.

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I ask consent of the House that sub-
committees of the Committee of Elections have leave to sit during
the sessions of the House.

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly.

STEAMBOAT REGULATIONS, ETC.

Mr. REAGAN. I call for the regular order.

The SPEAKER. The regular order being called for, the House will
now resume the consideration of the unfinished business of yesterday,
being the bill (H. R. No. 2478) to amend certain sections of titles bt
and gz of the Revised Statutes of the United States, concerning com-
merce and navigation, and the lation of steam-vessels. The Clerk
will resnme the reading of the bill by sections for amendment.

The Clerk resumed tﬁe reading of the bill, and read the following :

SEC. 20. That section 4458 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall bo
o El‘:;%nd{(:i&gf ﬁ:{read I‘s.m{?mlllo::t: inspection-certifieate to any steamer, tho col-
lector or other chief officer o cm’wms for the or distriet a{ali. demand and ro-
ceive from the owners thereof, as a compensation for the inspection and examina-
tions made for the year, the following sums in addition to the fces for fssuing
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enrollments and licenses now allowed by law according to the tonnage of the vessel ;
for each steam-vessel of one hundred gona or under, ; and, in addition thereto,
for each and every ton in excess of one hundred tons, five cents.

“ Each master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot, licensed as herein provided,
shall pay, for every certificate granted i&ymyi D or inspect the sum of
$8; and every chief mate, eng , and pilot of an inferior grade sball pay for
every certificato so gﬂnbﬁl the sum of §1.

“ Sach fees shall be paid over to the chief officer of customs in such maunner and
under such regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasary.”

Mr. MARSH. I move to amend the section just read by striking
out of the third paragraph the word “ every ” where it occurs before
the word “certificate,” and to insert in lieu thereof the words “the
first;” so that it shall read, ““ shall pay for the first certificate granted,”
&ec. Ialso move to add to the same paragraph the words “and for
every subsequent certificate so granted to said officers there shall be
paid by them $1.”

As the bill now provides, every steamboat-man, every engineer,
every mate, every e&milot. engaged in the water transportation of this
country is required to pay a tax to the Government of from four to
eight dollars per year. I think that is an unjust and unfair tax
levied upon a very important class of business in this country. I
know of no reason why these men should be specially taxed over any
other class of men who are doing business in this country. I do not
know what the statistics show, but I will venture the assertion that
there are many thousands of these officers engaged in transportation
upon the rivers of the West, the lakes of the Northwest,and our sea-
coast, and the amount of revenue derived from this source is a very
considerable sum. In my opinion it is a revenue derived from a
branch of industry that onght to be relieved from taxation.

This bill requires that an engineer, a mate, or a pilot of a steam-
boat or ferry-%oa.t- shall make application every year for a certificate
that he is a competent person to perform the dnties of that position;
and in order to get this certificate every year he must pay the sum o
$X as a tax, which goes into the Public Treasury. I submit, sir, that
when the attention of the country has been and is now directed to
the solution of the guestion of cheap transportation it is not fair or
jnst that the water transportation of the country should be loaded
down with a tax of this character. With as much propriety might
you levy a tax of $3 per year upon every railroad conductor and engi-
neer upon all the m:Ee-ouls engaged in can-yinf the products of our
land. I submit that it is unfair to impose any longer this annual tax
upon these men. My amendment proposes, therefore, that for ev
rcnevﬁl of a certificate or license the mere nominal sum of $1
be paid.

r. REAGAN. Since the organization of the service for the inspec-
tion of vessels and the lloeusing of officers to command and manage
them it has been the policy of bon%reea not to make this inspection
service a ch upon the Public Treasury, but to make it self-sup-
porting. The law, therefore, as it now stands, imposes upon masters,
mates, pilots, and engineers a tax of $10 for the first license as such
officer; and for each annual renewal of that license these persons,
under the law as it now stands, are required to pay a tax of §5. It
was thonght that a tax of this amount would be necessary to keep up
the service and to save the General Treasury from the expense of sus-
taining it. The committee, however, on account of the report made
by the Chief of Engineers, showing that these fees have yielded an
nnemployed surplus, have pro in the bill before us to make the
fee for each originnj license $4 instead of §10, and for each renewal
of a license 84 instead of §5, thus making a reduction of 20 per cent.
upon the fees to be paid by this class of persons. During the last
year there were 4,061 steamers inspecteg,e the tonnage of which
amounted to 1,014,912 tons. There were for the same year 4,623 mas-
ters’ licenses, Y08 mates' licenses, 2,204 pilots’ licenses, and 0,553 engi-
neers’ licenses. The receipts from the inspection of steam-vessels
were §140,312.56; the receipts from officers’ licenses §121,345, making
an a ate available fund of §201,657.56.

. Mr. M H. Is that the aggregate upon tonnage and officers’
lcenses.

Mr. REAGAN. It is upon both. On officers’ licenses alone the
amount paid was §121,345. In the disbursement of this fund the
salaries paid to inspectors and clerks amounted to $176,692; travel-
ing and miscellaneons expenses, §31,077.94, making a total disburse-
ment of $207,769.94. Dednecting the amount disbursed from the
amount collected, there was left to the credit of the fund a surplus
of §53,887.62.

On account of this surplus it was thonght that the fees charged to
these officers conld be safely reduced 20 per cent.; and that is what
we propose in this bill. The amendment offered by the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. MarsH] does not propose to reduce the fee for the
original license below that named in the bill, which is £3; but it
grqpnses that upon each renewal of a license the fee shall be onl

1 instead of §4. I suggest to him that if his amendment bea(]optetf
either the fund will be unequal to the necessities of the service an
there must be a ch upon the Treasury or the expenses of that
service must go unpaid. e have supposed a reduction of 20 per
cent. to be as much as could safely be made if we wonld preserve
the efficiency of the service and protect the general Treasury against
expense. With this view I submit that we had better not adopt
the amendment, unless we intend to change the policy that has pre-
vailed from the foundation of the service and make the expense of
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this service a charge upon the general Treasury instead of requiring
the serviece to defray its own expense.

Mr. DUNNELL. In order that the reasons given for the echange
Empoaad in the bill may be well nnderstood by the House, I ask the

lerk to read a part of the report of the committee, on page 10. The
argument there is well put.

‘he Clerk read as follows:

The other amendment is in the amount of fees for inspections and for licenses.

When the original steamboat act of 1353 was passed, the feea for licenses were
much less than now required. The steamboat-inspection service was not intended
to be a source of income to the Government, but it was intended to so tix the
amount of the fees that the inspection service should be self-sustaining.

For many years past the receipts of the inspection survice have exceeded the
expenses by from £50,000 to §20,000 each year, so that by this means a direct tax
equaling this amount has been imposed upon the steamboat interest; a tax not
lmpoaecf either directly or indirectly upon any other business or interest. The re-
dunction of fees proposed in this bi}{ applies to a class of small stesners which
h.?ﬁa come rapi.tﬁy into use the past five or six years, and to the fees of liceused
officers, .

In respect to the former, it may be stated that in the past five or six years there
have been built many small steam lannches and ymm:. most of them rangiug
from five to fifteen tons, some reach twenty tons; these small crafts are con-
strocted principally for private nse pleasure purposes, for flshing and gon-
Ilin‘,; excursions, and with a large proportion their use is confined to some three
or four months of midsummer, The law now in force requires the same fees Lo be
gnidﬁgtu}m,amnllc:ﬁmnﬁr‘ ot.?noL dred tons. This fee of §23is
steamers L;lrl';mlyuaml?gr :ommmhl’purposea" but) riu:im t“flli':‘ e well
pleasure excursions. It is thercfore p‘mpmed'tn rgdm the';no r steamers of
twenty tons and under to §15.

In respect to the fees of licensed officera, those required by the present law are
thought to be u ily and burd , especially when it is not
necessary to render the inspection service self-sustaining, and when it s further
considered that it is a personal tax required for permission to pursue their legiti-
mate profession or ion for obtaining a livelihood ; a tax not required from
any other class of ns in the community. It is therefore recommended that
the fees bemdueutfef::‘r’n §10 to 3 and from $5 to §4.

Mr. DUNNELL. Ido not desire to occupy the attention of ihe
House. I think that the statement just read from the report answers
the %t presented by the gentleman from Illinois.

Mr. H. In answer to the gentleman from Texas, [Mr. REA-
GAN,] 1 desire si.mp}i to say thab E‘fi the reduction proposed by my
amendment makes this service a charge upon the Public Treasury let
it be so. I say there is no more propriety in taxing the pilot.:ilcnpt.ains,
engineers, and mates of steamboats in order to maintain the inspec-
tion system adopted by Congress than to tax the same individuals
for the purpose of dragging out the snags and cleaning out the sand-
bars of the rivers of the West, or removing obstructions from the
entrances to harbors upon the sea-coast,

I wish to call the attention of the House to what I think was an
error into which the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REaGan] fell. I
stated that this bill provided that for every renewal of a certificate
to a master, chief engineer, and first-class pilot, there should be paid
the sum of $3. My friend from Texas made the statement that for
every renewal the payment should be 4. But the bill which he has
reported makes no such provision, It ‘fmvides #8 fur every chief en-
gineer, first-class pilot, and master, and $4 for certificates to officers
of a second g

Mr. REAGAN. I am willing to meet the point made by the gentle-
man from Illinois by an amendment.

Mr, MARSH. It seems to me in view of what I remarked before
that this whole country has been agitated for the last eight years on
the subject of cheap transportation, that it istime that Congress shonld
stop taxing one of the most important branches of the transportation
of the country ; and I give notice now that if it is any longer insisted
that the river transportation of the West and Northwest ﬂ%;ll be sub-
ject to this class of taxation, I shall insist that a similar taxation

e levied upon the railway system of the country, and that every
engineer of a railroad company and every fireman and every condue-
tor shall be placed in this respect npon an equality with these officers
of the river-transportation system.

Mr. ITTNER rose.

Mr. REAGAN. Before the gentleman from Missouri proceeds with
his remarks I desire to offer an amendment, to come in at line 19 of
the pending section. It is as follows:

Add these words:

For each 1 of such li one-half of said snms shall be paid.

The SPEAKER. There is one amendment pending.

Mr. REAGAN. I offer it as an amendment to the amendment, or a
substitute for the pending amendment.

Mr. HARRISON. The gentleman offers it in order to perfect his
own bill—does he not 1

Mr. REAGAN. Yes, sir.

The SPEAKER. But the Chair must recognize the fact that the
amendment does not come from the committee, and therefore has
not any preference over any other amendment that does not come
from the committee.

Mr. ITTNER. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to add my feeble voice and
influence, whatever they may be worth, in support of the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Illinois, and I do not place my advo-
cacy of the amendment npon the ground on which the gentleman
from Illinois places his advoeacy of it; that is, that this isa discrim-
ination between this system of transportation and others that exist
inthecountry. But, sir, I place my advocacy of this amendment npon
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a higher ground than that, and it is becanse the bill provides for a
taxation of the honest labor and industry of this conntry.

I have been amused since I had the honor to become a member of
this honorable body by the championship I have listened to from
different portions of tgis sugﬂst assembly in behalf of the down-
trodden and working class of this country. I call upon the cham-
pions of the laboring class to come forward now. Here is the only
practical and cpportune moment I have seen since I have been a
member of this %ody for that spirit to be manifested in a true and

ructical exemplification of it. Questions have come up here which
Eave been distorted or which have been sought to be distorted into
an oppression of the laboring classes. When we had the appropria-
tion before us for the international exposition at Paris we heard upon
all sides of this Hall on the part of those who opposed the proposi-
tion that it was against the laboring class. Against the laboring
class to exhibit yourindustries in a foreign land! Against thelabor-
ing class to exhibit and bring to the notice of the powers of theearth
the industries of our country! What could more nearly and more
truly promote the real interests of the working class than that our
country should be properly and creditably represented at that expo-
sition? If you want to increase your manufactures, your agricalture,
your science, and your arts, by what more effectual mode could you
doit? I know J none. Hence I say it wasa piece of demagoguery
to have distorted that into a question asbetween labor and capital or
between the poor man and the rich man.

There is another point I desire to make here. In looking over the
Congressional Directory 1 find among the honorable members of this
body some two hun and twenty-tive lawyers who are practicing
in the various courts of the country, and I ask what amount of license
do any of you pay for your sheepskins? This matter should be taken
into serions wnsisarat.ion; and I ask in behalf of thelaboring-man who
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow that this amendment shall
be adopted. Even if this should entail upon the Government a cost
as has gaen said not only of $580,000 but a cost; of $§500,000 I am willing
to vote for this amendment and I hope it will be adopted.

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw the amendment.

Mr. CONGER. This law, the amendment of which we are now
mnsideri:;ﬁ, assed in its original form a good many years ago, and
a8 amend rom time to time as the necessities of the service re-
quired was named alaw for the security of life on steam-vessels, Its
sole object and the object of its amendment and of these restrictions
was to provide some way to stop the alarming loss of life as well as
property upon the ocean, upon our lakes, and upon our rivers, which
was snpposed to arise from the use of improper steamboats, worth-
less, worn-out boats, and which was sup to arise from the em-
ployment of incar le:i inefficient, intemperate, unfit men in eom-
mand of the vessels and having charge of their running as masters,
mates, pilots, engineers, &ec.

The question originally was and has been all the while, whether
police regnlations, which have stopped the destruction of thousands
of lives a year, as in some years it amounted to, from collision, from
buorning, from the destruction of vessels and life, whether the ex-
pense of enforcing the laws to prevent that destruction should be
paid out of the Treasury of the Government or whether it should be
distributed upon the boats for their inspection and upon the officers
who receive certificates from the proper boards of their fitness to
perform the dufy of these places or not. It has been the policy of
this Government to impose such an amount of the expenditure for
the inspection of these boats upon the vessels as would meet that
branch of the expense for examination and to impose upon these dif-
ferent men who present themselves as fit persons to act as captains, as
pilots, as engineers, as mates, in carrying millions and millions of
people nLvun these vessels upon our waters the expense of the certifi-
cate of the proper boards that they are fit men to have charge of the
different offices; that they are competent, instrueted, faithful, and
that they are temperate men; to let them pay the expense of their
own examination and of receiving their own certificates of fitness,
which would at once give them the position, and the only thing which
could give them these profitable and lucrative positions as captains,
engineers, mates, and pilots.

ir. BRAGG. I wish to ask the gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
COXGER] a question.

Mr. CONGER. Let me first finish this branch of the subject. I
know from having had charge of this bill in former Congresses that
the expense of examination and the issuing of certificates to the dif-
ferent officersis greaterthanitshonld be. Former committeesthought
80; the board of inspectors and the inspector general thonght so too ;
but it was thought with the additional duties imposed upon the boards
of inspectors, with the design of making if a part of the police reg-
nlatiop of the United States for the protection of life and property.
self-sustaining, that the other provision might come in, and that umii
Congress should have reports from the country and be enabled to de-
termine whether the amount of expense for inspections were too great
and whether the amount for licenses for these ta and officers could
be reduced so as to keep them within necessary proper limits of ex-
penditnre. Now the report does show that the ch: 8 for inspec-
tion of vessels or the charges for examination of these different officers
are gregter than the expenditure of the whole service requires, and
therefore it seems to me that the time has come when there may be
a preper reduction, so far as we can judge of the different branches

of expenditure, npon that branch which does not need or require so
great an expenditure. Therefore I see, and am very happy to see
that the Committee on Commerce have provided for a reduction of
one-fifth upon each class of from §10 to $3 on the higher grade and
from $5 to $4 on the lower grade of these officers. I think, Mr.
Speaker, that that reduction is not Parha 8 48 t a8 it would be
safe to make, and while I think so, 1 think a reduection of §1 for all
subsequent certificates after the first certificate is placing the amount
too low. I think the service should pay its own expenses. I think
the officers who have the benefit of certificates, without which they
cannof exercise the duties and privileges or the profits of their office,
would be willing to pay a reasonable amount.

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. CONGER. I desire to make a few further remarks.

'J'?he; SPEAKER. How much longer time does the gentleman re-

nire

Mr. CONGER. Perhaps the same time I have oceupied.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman, then, wants five minutes longer 1

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr,
CoNGER] a question, if he is permitted to proceed.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection that an additional five minntes
be allowed the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. CoxGer 1] The Chair
hears none.

Mr, BRAGG. I desire to ask the gentleman from Michigan if he
thinks that, under the power of Congress to regulate commerce, they
should pass a law like the present,applicable to tugs nsed in hauling
logs for the pineries on the western rivers for the benefit of saw-mills
and not runningintoany regular navigable waters ; does he think that
all these tugs which guide rafts from one point to another should be
subject to the tax levied upon them for the benefit of somebody who
does not know as much about tug-boats as they do ?

Mr. CONGER. I wish the gentleman from Vgisoonain [Mr. BRaGG]
had occupied his own five minutes for the discussion of this question.
The inquiry does not relate to the branch of the subject now under
discussion, and I am free to say that the definition of the waters over
which the jurisdiction of the General Government even for such police
regulations as this is a very difficult one to decide, as the gentleman
would find if he undertook to define it as the law does, but this law
defines all vessels navigating the waters of the United States which
are connected with the general system of navigable waters.

Mr. REAGAN. Itsays “ whicharecommon highways of commerce.”

Mr. CONGER. The definition of the term * waters ” has been made
after the most careful inquiry as to the powers of the Governmeunt,
and I have not heard that it is an incorrect definition.

But to return to the subject eonceruinfiwhiuh I wish to make a few
additional remarks. Isaid that I thought the sum of §1 for the issu-
ance of each certificate after the first was too small. I do not think
there is any desire on the I}srt of these officers that so great a redue-
tion should be made, and I have had considerable intercourse with
them in my district. I think the reduction p oposed by the bill of
one-fifth is a very proper one as to the first certificate, and 1 think we
might with safety adopt the provision suggested by the gentleman
from Texas [ Mr. REAGAN] that each subsequent certificate to the same
person for the same grade should be at one-half these rates. I think
that would be satisfactory to every one, and would perhaps divide up
the expenditures of the service more equally between the different
branches of the service.

Of course the same board that last year examined one of these offi-
cers and certified to his fitness and ability, unless some new light shall
be thrown upon his character and his requirements, wounld be occu-
pied less time next year in determining the question of his fitness. It
would only inqunire in reference to lus habits, his temperance, &ec.,
and not in reference to the knowledge of the officer in reference to
which they had already given a certificate.

There is no provision made for the laborers npon the vessels, the
common sailors. The police regulations for the safety of the lives of
the citizens of the United States must be enforced either by money
appropriated directly from the Treasury of the United States or by
imposing this expense first upon the vessels, as regards their ins
tion, and then upon the officers whose certificates give them the right
to demand higher wages than common laborers can obtain. It should
be adjusted so as not to be a hardship npon anT.

There is no necessity for applying these police regulations to the
little tngs that run up and down the rivers for the purpose of towing
rafts and vessels, because they do not and cannot carry passengers.
The t object of this law, with all its provisions for the examina-
tion of hulls and boilers and of the officers who command and mian-
age these vessels, is to preserve the lives of citizens, passengers,
erews, people who go upon these vessels. It is with just pride that I
look back upon the record of disasters, of accidents, of the loss of
life and property upon the waters of the United States during the
last fifteen years. I am convinced that these just, wise, and humane
provisions of the police regulations established by Congress have
gradually year by year diminished the loss of life and property, so that
what was formerly to be numbered by hundreds and, perhaps, by thou-
sands as the instances of casunalties for the year in some districts,
have now ciphers set to denote the sum of the disasters. For the
country at large almost 82 per cent. of the losses of life and instances
of destruction of property arising from fire, collisions, and careless-
ness has been removed by these laws.
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Therefore I would advocate the full enforcement of all the pro-
visions of these laws. I hope there may be no relaxation in any re-
spect. I would, however, modify them so that they would bear easily
and justly upon whatever interests and persons are taxed, npon
whatever property is subject to taxation. I would remove the re-
striction and expenses of this examination from the smaller class of
Dboats and vessels, such as pleasure yachts, which have nothing to do
directly with the security of lives and passengers, or at least 1 would
impose a very trifling expense upon all that class of hoats and ves-
sels and npon rimental vessels, those upon which experiments
are made with dles and the use of wheels, which are by the terms
of this bill so nnjustly and improperly taxed.

[Here the hammer fell.]h

Mr. HARRISON. I wish to advocate the amendment offered by
my colleagne, [Mr. Marsn.] The gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
CONGER] says that he would like to see some modification of these
provisions ; that he does not think that this charge should be im-

upon those who navigate and managesmall crafts, suchas tugs
and the like. The question is, what are we to do about it? These
provisions do affect that craft to-day; but the gentleman offers no
amendment to relieve these people.

Now I wish to take away the tax that falls annually upon laboring-
men. A pilot or an enﬁineer is examined and pronounced efficient.
Every twelve months he has to come up again and pay his §8. For
what? As the gentleman says, simply for a certificate of sobriety ;
for, having been once examined in regard to his ability and fitness,
no more time is required by the inspectors for that p

It is shown by the report here that from fifty thousand fo eighty
thousand dollars surplus is derived from this taxation. The gentle-
man from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] says that that amount is required to
make the law eflicient and self-supporting, or some sunch amount.
Now, let us try sometimes an experiment for the benefit of the poor
man. The gentleman says we want to make this law efficient, and
we have now a surplus. He thinks a reduction of 20 per cent. will
be sufficient. Let us go a little further and try the experiment of
releasing these laboring-men from all except the bare expense of
issuing a new certificate, which will be covered by the sum of
§1. Let us try the experiment, and see if that will not effect all
that we wish. Do not try to raise money from these people; they
are now sufficiently oppressed. It does seem to me that now is the
time, when labor is oppressed as it is, for us to extend some relief to
the poor, the laboring people of the conntry.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Iam alaboringman. [Laughter.]
I belong to a different class of laborers from the engineers and mas-
ters of vessels, but to enter upon the labors of my life as a lawyer I
must have a license, for which I pay $5; and upon the payment of
that I am a lawyer forever.

It is said that this system of levying license fees upon engineers,
&c., is devised to protect the J]Npﬂl‘t& and lives of citizens, and that
therefore the men who thus deal with property and life ought to be
licensed. Sir, in the labors of my calling we have as direct a care
of the property and lives of mankind as any class of men who can
be found. The very lives of men, every year, every week, every day,
depend npon the capacifiy the sobriety, the intelligence of lawyers;
and, sir, we have not a ollar to pay after our first license.

I have tried to gnide my life, public and private, uson the principle
that I would demand of no other man what I would not do myself;
and if as a lawyer I am not required to a heavy annual tax for
the practice of my profession 1 will not impose upon any other man
engaged in an honorable pursuit an annual tax.

Bir, there is nonsense in this proposition; gentlemen will pardon
me for saying so. They are trying to put upon the engineers, and
mates, and captains of vessels the expense of examining the vessels.

Mr. SAYLER. Oh, no! .

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand, the deficiency
relates to the whole examination.

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman will allow me to correct an error
into which he has fallen. This same bill provides fees for licensing

vessels.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. And it is upon the whole exam-
ination that the deficiency arises.

Mr, SAYLER. The bill makes a reduction of 20 per cent. on the
present law,

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. I care mot how much reduction
there is. 1, as a lawyer, was taxed $10 a year when the necessities
of the Government required it, and I paid that tax with hearty good-
will, But it has been taken off. Grant that the bill proposes to re-
duce the tax 20 per cent., I say that it should not be what is now pro-

posed.

Mr. SAYLER. There is no master or engineer in the business who
is not in favor of this license fee, becaunse it is necessary for the effi-
ciency of the service.

Mr, TOWNSEND, of New York. I have not had an opportunity to
consult with every engineer and master in the steam service, and
therefore I cannot contradiet my friend from Ohio. But I say it is
an utterly wrong principle to attempt to make up for the deficiency
in the expense of inspecting vessels by charging it upon these offi-
cers, If charged at all, the expense tzdmulrf'rl fail upon the owners.
Bat, sir, the publie can afford to pay it. 1 as one of the public whose
safely is looked for can afford to pay my share; the people at large

can afford to pay their proportion; but these men cannot afford to
bear this bunlen.

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to make a brief
statement 7

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. Yes, sir.

Mr. HARRISON. It is said that these parties donot object to this
tax. I wish to say that there are now before the Committee on Com-
merce petitions very numerously signed asking for this very reduc-
tion. ‘ ]

Mr. LUTTRELL. Petitions by whom ?

Mr. HARRISON. By pilots, engineers, and mates. I presented
one myself from my own city with a long array of names. These
men waited upon me and spoke of the injustice of this tax.

Mr. GOODE. I am prepared to corroborate the statement of the
gentleman from Illinois, EMr. Hargrisox.] I have received mysalf
several communications on this subject protesting against this tax.

Mr. REAGAN. I wish to ocenpy only a moment's time in correcting
a serious error into which the gentleman from New York has fallen
and by which I do not wish the House to be misled. He seems to
suppose that the inspection service is supported by the fees paid by
these officers. I call his attention to the fact that the bill contains
this provision :

Before issuing any In?:ectlm certificate to any steamer, the collector or other
chief officer of customs for the port or district shall demand and receive from the
owners th f, asa P ion for the inspection and inat made for
the year, the following sums in addition to the fees for issning enrollments and
licenses now allowed by law according to the tonnage of the vessel : for each steam-
vessel of one hundred tons or under, #25; and, in addition thereto, for each and
every ton in excess of one hundred tons, five centa.

There will be an amendment offered (to which I shall make no ob-
{.ect-ion) reducing the charge on small craft, such as were mentioned

y the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. CoNGER.] Now, it will be seen
that of this fund of $261,657 raised from inspection fees and licenses
$140,312 arises from pay for the inspection of vessels. Gentlemen
argue as if the whole §261,657 were collected from officers of vessels,
when the truth is that the larger portion of it arises from fees paid
for inspection of vessels.

Mr. TOWNBEND, of New York. Let me explain what I said. It
is charged, as I understand, that there is a deficiency in the total re-
ceipts. What I said was that, if there was a deficiency, the tax for
inspection of vessels should be increased, and that we should not con-
finue an unnecessary and improper tax upon these officers.

Mr. REAGAN. I will notice that in & moment. The surplus of
revenue is $53,887.

Mr. MARSH. From what sources?

Mr. REAGAN. The revenueisderived from the inspection of hulls
and from licenses for officers, $140,312 coming from inspection of hulls
and $121,657 from licenses of oflicers. We thought that a reduction
of 20 per cent. on the licenses of officers might be made on this bill.
Possibly even a greater reduction might be made; and I will sanction
an amendment which will make a reduction on the licenses to be paid
on small vessels.

Now, it is insisted by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Town-
sEND] that we take off the tax from the licensed officers and put it*
upon the bull. Does not the gentleman perceive that if that is done
he still puts a tax on the particnlar service ? DBuat he thinks the own-
ers should pay the tax themselves. While 1 desire as much as any
one to see equal and just laws operating without prejudice to any
class of the le, I am not willing now or at any time to sanction
the idea that all taxes shall be paid by property of a particular class
and that all others who may happen to have votes be exempred.
Property may not have votes on this floor, but it is an interest every
gentleman will see which it is necessary we should conserve and
protect, and we should not assail it in order to confer special benetits
and immunities on persons who happen to have the power to cast a
vote. g

Sir, I am persnaded that with the amendment which will be offered
to reduce the license fees on the smaller class of vessels, and which f
trust will be adopted, the reduction will be as low as it will be safe
to make it now, I desire again to call attention to the fact that if
the spirit which underlies the remarks which have been made shall
be given effect to in the adoption of this amendment, then you charge
the inspection service to the General Treasury and reverse the policy
on that subject which has existed from the time inspection service
was inangurated.

Mr. SAYLER. T ask for the reading of the amendment.

The amendment offered by Mr. MARsSH was again read.

Mr. SAYLER. I ask the gentleman who proposed that amendment
whether it includes all the officers upon every subsequent reissue of
a certificate.

Mr. MARSH. It includes all who are mentioned in that section.

Mr. SAYLER. I do not see any special objection to a reduction for
the reissue.

Mr. MARSH. This is all the amendment seeks to accomplish.

Mr. BAYLER. It has been stated to-day that these officers werein
favor of what is here proposed. On that of course I accept the state-
ment of the gentlemen who have these printed petitions. I hope the
chairman of the committee will agree to the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Illinois,

Mr. REAGAN. They are petitions for the reduction of these license
fees, not for the alolishment of them,
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Mr. MARSH. Nobody wants to abolish them.

Mr. REAGAN, Let me make an explanation. This amendment—
I say it with all respect—will make the bill nonsensical, because the
effect of it has not been carefully studied. The first part of the
amendment proposes that—

Enach master, chief engineer, and first-clasa pilot licensed as herein provided,
shall pay for every certificate g 1 by any inspector or inspectors the sum of §5.

Now that is not tonched by the amendment.

Mr. MARSH. Yes, sir; it is tonched by the amendment.

Mr. REAGAN. The bill proceeds—

od ew chief mate, engineer, and pilot of an inferior e shall pay for
erﬁry certificate so granted I.Elo sum of SI sy e

Yes, sir; the amendment doesaffect the first part of the paragraph,
but it utterly strikes ont the license fee for every infrior officer.

Mr. MARSH. It does not do that.

Mr. HARRISON, If the gentleman will simply change the punc-
tnation he will find it all right. Let a comma be put after “ dollars”
in the seventeenth line and it will be all right.

Mr. FORT. I desire to ask the gentleman who has charge of the
bill to inform the Honse what is the salary of the inspectors.

Mr. REAGAN. I will have to look at the bill to see what the chief

inspector geu.

ﬁ:.cFO T. Their salaries are too high. .

Mr. REAGAN. We do not af all in this bill tonch the question of
those salaries, and I do not think they are very high.

Mr. COX, of Ohio. I desire to call the attention of the House to
the fact that it has been and is the policy of the legislation of this
country to reduce as rapidly as possible taxation upon special em-

loyments. This is one of a very few exceptions remaining, and I
insist upon it that it will not do for gentlemen to argue that it is
necessary to pay the expenses of any such system as onr inspection
system, out o{w;auch special taxes upon special employments. I will
not argue knowingly in a manner which can be construed to mean to
favor or to court any one class of citizens, But these employments
are humble ones, comparatively, and it is right to regard this, becanse
the tax onght to be proportioned to the profit of the business, if im-
posed at a There are masters and pilots npon small steamers and
tug-boatsrnnning in and out of the harbors of our lakes who do not get
as large salaries as any of our assistants here ; probably not as much
as the pages on this floor; consequently a yearly tax even of §5 or §3
is to them a considerable charge.

We need, therefore, to be sure that we are quite right when we
say we will keepso heavy a tax upon such classes. Let us remember
that we have now taken the license tax off the professions, and all
ordinary employment, restricting it, as I think we now do, as nearly
as it is possible, to those kinds of employments, where the Govern-
ment or local anthority provides a place for the work, such as huck-
sters, &e. We ounght, in consistency, to remember that we cannot
defend the tax on the ground that it is necessary to defray the cost
of the inspection. The inspection of steamboats and boilers is no
more a part of the governmental care for the protection of life and
property than is the building of light-houses, the life-boat service,
and the construetion of ports of refuge, upon which we spend mill-
ions without dreaming of imposing an extra tax upon mariners or
engineers on that account. Therefore, I think with the gentleman
from Missouri, that the fee for the renewal of licenses onght now to
be reduced to the minimum, and that we shonld on hereafter
in the same spirit until we reach the point where all expenditures
for the general welfare shall be supported by taxes levied on general
interests, and not upon special employments like this.

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I had no idea of taking part in the
discussion upon this subject, but after what has been said by the
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] that the men who are intended
to be benefited by this redunction are not asking it, I think it due to

‘them that I should say that a large number of them who reside in my

district do oppose this tax; and we have now before the Committee
on the Revision of the Laws a petition, referred to them, signed by
several hundred of these gentlemen, who ask that the tax be removed
entirely, not reduced. They claim,and in my judgment elaim rightly,
that this is an unjust act, a relic of the war taxes; that it is odious
legislation ; that it is oppressive and unjust, and I think it is due to
them, having no representative and no powerful friend upon this
floor, to make this statement. I believe the gentlemen who have con-
sidered this question will conelude with me that this is a tax which
onght not to be imposed on this class of men., It is suggested that
the withdrawal of this tax will permit men to enter the service who
are not qualified. I desire to say that the qualification of engineers
and pilots are in no way dependent upon the amount to be paid for
an examination by a board. Bot what I rose for the purpose of say-
ing after the remarks of the gentleman from Texas was to protest in
general against the continuation of these taxes.

Mr. REAGAN. Does the gentleman say that there is a petition
nupon this snbject now before the Committée on the Revision of the

aws
Mr. WILLIS, of Kentncky. There is a memorial signed by several
hundred asking for the removal of this tax.
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think if this amendment is examined care-
folly it will be seen that it does not strike ont the tax on the original
certificate or tho value of the original certificate at all. It leaves

that standing at $3, and on all subsequent annual certificatesit reduces
the tax to $1, and that is just and proper.

Mr, REAGAN. The gentleman will see that it strikes ont also the
words included between lines 17 and 19, ending with * dollars,” as
follows:

And eve i 3 t
vely o:ﬂ i?*mctls g ;ﬂa;&ma?ﬁgﬁrmﬁd dzﬂot\. of an inferior grade shall pay, for

Mr. CRITTENDEN. No, it does not strike out those words; that
is to the second part of the amendment. The complaintisnot against
the charge of $4 for the first certificate, but it is against the same
charge for all subsequent annual certificates; but if the committee
choose to reduce it down to $1, I think that wounld be better. I agree
with the gentleman from Kentucky, [ Mr. WiLL1s,] that it would be
better to abolish the tax for the issue of certificates entirely. I can
see no legality or justice in making a pilot or engineer pay $3 for his
certificate where a lawyer or any other officer can get his for the mere
nominal price of fifty cents, the price of the seal attached toit.

Now, I will admit that there is some force in the statement of the
gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. Harrisox] that first-class pilots and en-

ineers have some pride; they desire an annual examination; they

esire that they should be elevated above the shysters of their pro-
fession, if I may use that phrase in connection with it, but at the
same time they do not (]aaPrB to be compelled to pay what is really
an onerous tax, thronghout their whole lives, on these annnal exam-
inations. I suppose the ordinary pilot lives about twenty-five or
thirty years, engaged in his business, and you require him to pay $3
per year for an annnal certificate of examination, which would amonnt
to $240 or $250, merely for the certificate npon which he can enter his
profession. Such a tax as that is not required of any other profes-
sion. There is a principle about this thing. I am opposed to the
whole of it. Mr. Speaker, in the constitution adopted in Missonri in
1805 lawyers were required to pay a tax of §10 or §25, I do not re-
member which, for praeticing their profession. We complained of
that tax. We said it was onerons. A case was made up and sent to
the supreme counrt of Missouri, and that tax was pronounced a con-
stitutional tax there, but it was taken to the Supreme Court of the
United States and that court decided it unconstitutional, illegal, and
void. Therefore, sir, as the same principle is running thronghont
this whole system of legislation, I cannot see why these men should
be required to pay a dollar a year when we are not required to doso.

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. CONGER. I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk’s
desk as a substitnte for the proposed amendment.

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows:

Add to nincteenth line : '

And for every reissue of any certificate to the same person of the same grade
one-half of the original fee,

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to say that there
are three petitions upon this subject asking for a reduction to $1.

Mr. DUNNELL. hy has not the gentleman submitted those pe-
titions before 1

Mr. HARRISON. They have been submitted and have beenin the
room of the Committee on Commerce. I sent for them and had them
brought here, and if the gentleman is a member of that committee
he shounld have seen them.

Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky. I will state that there is a similar pe-
tition before the Committee on the Revision of the Laws, I do not
know how it got there, but it was sent there by order of the House.

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HARRISON]
now hand me one of those petitions?

Mr. HARRISON. Here is one, [handing it to Mr. CONGER.]

Mr. CONGER. I see by this petition that the petitioners very
wisely and properly say :

We respeetfnlly show that these provisions adopted as to pilots and engineers
during the war, (act of 1264, chapter 113,) sud purely for tho purpose of increasing
the revenue of the Government in its financial resources at the time when they
Wers 8o s¢ ¥ drained, onght long since to have been done away with. They
are extremely burdensome and make an unjust diserimination against vs, and we
now ask of your honorable bodies their repeal. so far as they impose these yearly
fees upon us; or if in your discretion the entire repeal of this tax be not advisa-
ble, we 1y request the re-enactment of the act of 1852, chapter 106, section
31, the prior law regnlating license fees, which was in foree except as to pilots and
engineers from 1852 to 1871,

Mr. HARRISON. They wanted the best they could get.

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. HARRISON]
onee in my life allow me to make a few remarks withoat his making
them for me? E)Lsughtar.] :

Mr. HARRISON, I am very much afraid of the gentleman.

Mr.] CONGER. The gentleman always wants to say every word in
my place.

LII;. HARRISON. I should not like to be responsible for one-tenth
of what the gentleman has said npon this floor.

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman would be raised higher in the esti-
mation of the country if he could get that right. He would need vo
band then to proclaim his merits. [Launghter.] Now, these petition-
ers and all the gentlemen connected with this interest with whom I
have conversed think that the tax is too high, and they ask its
reduetion. The eommittee thought so, and made a reduction of 20
per cent. for the reissue of a certificate to the same persons of the
same e. It may be still more reduced, and therefore I have
offered this amendment providing that for every return of certificate
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to the same person of the same grade half the original sum shall be
charged. I do think, from my intercourse with these officers, that
that will be perfectly satisfactory to them, and more than that I
think it will fornish a sufficient sum to carry on the Lusiness of
inspection.

Mr. HARRISON. I hold in my hand one
reduction of the sum for the annunal rei of e to §

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman handed me three petitions
took the longest and largest petition.

Mr. SAYLER. I offer the following substitute to the amendment,
which I think will be satisfactory :

Line 15 after the word “every” insert * original;" also in line 18 after same

word and after line 19 add, * and all licensed ofticers shall pay for each remewal
thereof the sum of §L."

- Mr. SAYLER. Now it is unnecessary to say that there is no addi-

tional expense about the license of these officers, and I do not know
anyone who has a riﬁht. to pay it more than themselves. They occupy
special positions, and let them pay on the original certificates the
amount fixed by the bill, which is a reduction of 20 or 25 per cent.
and then let the renewal simply amount to $§1. I believe that will
suit everybody. 1 :

Mr. GOODE. I ask for the reading of the petitions which have
been referred to by the gentlemen.

The Clerk read the petitions, as follows:

To the honorable the Senate and
House of Iepresentatives in Congress assembled :

We, the undersigned masters, mates, pilots, and engineers of the United States
holding certiticates of competency as such, do_hereby ﬁ?y that the charge of §10
and §5 for the gran of such license by the Federal Gover t be so ded
us to impose a tax for first issue of §10, and for subsequent yearly renewals §1 for
all prades of license.

To the honorable the Senate and
Howse of Representatives in Congress assembled :

We, the undersigned masters, mates, pilows, and engineers of the United States
bolding certificates of competency as snch, do hereb y that the charge of §18
and ﬁgfor the granting of such license by the I-‘edemﬁ overnment be so amended
as to impose a tax for first issne of §10, and for subsequent yearly renewals §1 for
all grades of license.

Mr. GOODE. I desire to say only that T understand the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. SaAyLeRr] to be in eon-
formity with the %'ayam of these petitioners.

Mr. BAYLER. That is so.

Mr. GOODE. I hope the amendment will be adopted.

Mr. WRIGHT. I would like to inguire of the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Commerce [Mr. REAGAN] why a discrimination is made be-
tween the charge for the first certificate and the charge for those sub-
sequently granted.

r. REAGAN. There is no discrimination made by the bill; it is
the amendment that proposes to make a discrimination. I will read
the paragraph now under consideration :

Each master, chief engineer, and first-class ﬁ]nt‘ licensed as hercin provided,
shall pay, for every certificate ted by any inspector or inspectors, the sum of
$4; and every chief ma& engineer, and pilot of an inferior grade shall pay, for
every certificate so granted, the sum of §4. 3

That is all there is in the bill. Now one word in relation to the
memorials which have been read. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr.
GoODE] seems to think that the object of the petitioners will be an-
swered by the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr. SAYLER.]
If gentlemen will examine, they will find this difference between what
the petitioners ask for and what is proposed by the amendment. The
petitioners ask that in all cases, in reference to both classes of offi-
cers, the sum of §10 shall be required for a license. The bill reducea
the amount now required in the one case to £8 and in the other to §4,
or a reduction of 20 per cent. Therefore, if the proposed amendment
be adopted it will not be in conformity with the prayer of the peti-
tioners, who ask that a fee of §10 be imposed upon al{ classes, but it
will impose a license fee of §2 on one class and of $4 on the other for
the first certificate, and a fee of §1 on each for the renewal of the
certificates.

These persons ask for a special privilege and advantage by virtue
of the licenses they have obtained. No other gilot,, engineer, master,
or mate, however well qualified, can getinto that service and be em-
ployed and obtain its emolnments without these certificates. These
men ask the important consideration of having a monopoly of that
class of labor given to them for the payment of these fees.

Mr. WRIGHT. I do not think there should be so great a discrim-
ination as that of §8 and §1. I think that § would be a sum quite
sufficient for the first certificate issued, and that the sum of §1 would
be as much as should be required for the renewal of the certificate
at the end of the Liaar or whenever there is a change of officers.
That comes up to the idea set forth in the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. BAYLER.]

1 happen to be m interested in a small steamboat that runs on
the Susquehanna River. It runs only twenty miles and back three
times a day. Yet the men in my employ, the master, the engineers,
and the fireman have to pay just as much as though it was a steaner
running upon the Atlantic Ocean.

There is a question in mﬁ,ard to what is embraced in the term
“mnavigable waters” which this bill ought to explain. The Snsque-
hanna River is called a navifahla stream ; it is so made by an act of
the Legislature, lu point of fact, however, it is not to be regarded

petition asking for a
the li to §1.
and I

as a navigable stream in the ordinary sense and construction which
mariners put upon such a term.

The streamn is not navigable for even two hundred miles from its
mouth. Yet because the ﬁislature of Pennsylvania has designated
it as a navigable stream we have to pay the same amount for licenses
as is paid for licenses upon those streams which are absolutely and in
point of fact navigable streams according to the true meaning of the
term. Now, as I have already said, to assess this large amount npon
the officers and men upon a small steamer that runs but twenty miles
and bzic:k is too much. It seems to me that in all conscience $1 is
enon

Ev%n in regard to the first certificate, I think $5 would be a much
better figure than $3. And when you come to look at it in another
point of view, a man takes out his eertificate and may not be iz
employment six months before he is discharged. The man who suc-
ceeds him must have his certificate, and you impose a charge upon
him for that certificate of §8 becauseit is the first certificate he receives.
Now, if youn will reduce this charge to §5 for the first certificate, and
then adopt the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Say-
LER] imposing a charge of §1 for each subsequent certilicate, you
will be oin§ substantial service.

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. As I understand the substitute
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] it amounts to

recisely what is Pmt)oaed by the original amendment offered by my

riend from Illinois, [Mr. Magrsn.] The amendment of the gentle-
man from Illinoisis clear, intelligible, and drives directly at the mark.
The substitute proposed by the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr, SBAYLER]
is an effort to accomplish the same thing in another way. =

Now I hope the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. SAYLER] will not press
his substitute, antfif he will allow me, I will give him an eminent
example of the course which I think he ought to pursue. When
Colonel Miles had driven Chief Joseph, of the Nez Percés, into his
hole, and had him fairly cornered, General Howard, the commander-
in-chief, arrived there and might have taken the command. But he
said, “ Colonel Miles, the position is yours; I shall leave you in com-
mand until you have disposed of this business.” Now, my friend
{from Illinois [Mr. MArsH] has fought the battle with Chief Joseph,
[laughter,] and I have no sort of doubt he has convinced the House
of the correctness of his amendment. I hope, therefore, my friend
from Ohio will allow “ Colonel Miles ” to conquer the enemy.

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend so as to insert $5 instead of $S as
the fee for the first license and §1 for each renewal.

The SPEAKER. That is an amendment to the original texf.
There are already two amendments pending, and alfter they are dis-
posed of the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania will be
in order.

The question being taken on Mr. CoXGER's amendment to the amend-
ment, it was not agreed to.

The question then recurred upon the amendment of Mr. MARSH.
Mr. gAYLER. Upon a careful examination I believe that this
amendment covers precisely the ground of my proposed substitute,
and in accordance with the suggestion of the gentleman from New
York [ Mr. TownsseND] I will, with the leave of the House, withdraw
the substitute.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right to withdraw it.

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Magsn] to
modify his amendment so as to read * for everysubsequent certificate
to the same person for the same e.”

Mr. MARSH. I think that issufficiently defined in the amendment
as it stands.

Mr. CHALMERS. I would like to ask whether under this amend-
m:fl ? person now holding a certificate would have to pay any tax
at »

Mr. TOWNSEND, of New York. One dollar.

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. MarsH, it was

to ; there being ayes 123, noes not counted.

Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend the text so as to strike out §3 and
insert 85 as the fee for the first certificate, leaving §1 as the fee for
every renewal.

Mr. LOCKWOQOD. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle-
man from Pennsylvania [ Mr. WRIGHT] by inserting * five ” instead of
“one,” 80 as to provide that §1 shall be the fee for the certificate in
every case.

Mr. WRIGHT. I will accept that as a modification of my motion,
so as to make the tax uniformly $§1.

Mr. CONGER. I move to amend the amendment by striking out
&1 ” and inserting “ without charge.” My yearnings for this class
of men are gaining upon me. [Laught.er.] I do not know how far
the race may run; but I think nobody can go lower than that.

Mr. LOCKWOOD. I think it but just that this tax should be
not more than §1 in any case. All personal taxes imposed by the
General Government have been taken off except this; these officers
are the only class subject to a personal tax; and it seems to me that
the time has come when this tax should be made as light as possible
upon these men who earn by their own industry and exertions the
position which entitles them to receive the certiticate. No other elass
of men have such a tax imposed upon them. Lawyers pay buat one
tax for their original certificate; they are not subject to such an
imposition year after year, It seems to me, therefore, that this tax
ought to be made as low as possible.
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Mr. CONGER. Gentlemen of the House should consider that the
men who study long to acquire the information and skill necessary
to entitle them to these certificates have, when the ceriificate is
granted, never received any compensation for the study and expense
they have incurred. Hence there is great propriety, if they are quali-
fied, in giving them the certificate without charge. After they have
received a year's salary they can afford to pay §1. Why cannot
gentlemen of the House see that they should not im a charge
upon these poor studions laboring-men before they bave received
§1 of remuneration? Where are the friends of the laboring-men
who will not let them at least get started in life before they tax
them? [Laughter.] Why is it that my friend from Pennsylvania,
[Mr. WriGHT,] whose mountain region and mining district swarm
with steamboats, does not rise here and advocate this proposition
with his usual zeal and energy ? [Laughter. ]

Mr. WRIGHT. I did not understand the gentleman’s language. I
would like him to repeat it.

Mr. CONGER. I ask the gentleman whose mining region and
mountain district are swarming with steamboats why he does not
come forward to save men who have spent years in studying their
profession and who have never received one cent of compensation
il;;d:n pa‘;ying anything at all till they earn something in their pro-

on

Mr. WRIGHT. If the gentleman will go to my district and remain
there, we will getalong faster with the public business. [Launghter.]

Mr. CON'GEE3 I agree with the gentleman that if we both go
there—if he wounld invite me to go with him—business would pro-
gress. [Lnl:lghter.]

The amendment of Mr. CONGER was not to.

The question being then taken on the amendment of Mr. WRIGHT,
as modified by the amendment of Mr. LockwooD, there were—ayes
63, noes 83,

Mr. LOCKWOOD and Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were not ordered.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. BAGLEY. I move to amend by striking out, in line 11, the
words “one hucdred” and inserting * twenty,” and by inserting after
the word *““nnder,” in the same line, the words “$§15, and for each
vessel over twenty and under one hundred tons;” so as to make the
claunse read:

For each steam-vessel of twenty tons or under, §15; and for each vessel over
twenty and under one hundred tons, §25; and, in addition thereto, for each and
every ton in excess of one hundred tons, five cents.

Mr, REAGAN. I have no objection to that amendment.

The amendment was agreed to. iy

The Clerk read the following section : y

Sec. 21. That section 4403 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be
o !lg::n %ﬁ:!“‘\ﬁg mrfmwgg passen shall depart from an Tt unl

. A i
she shall bave in her service Bfgul’fwmple%:;t. of licensed officers m:; cmwmwe{?i?
cient at all times to manage the vessel, including the proper number of watchmen.
But if any such vessel, on her voyage, is deprived of the services of any licensed
officer without the cunann&(fanlh or collusion of the master, owner, or any person
interested in the vessel, deficiency may be t ily supplied until others
licensed can be obtained.”

Mr. LUTTRELL. I offer.the amendment which I send to the desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

e O & s
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Mr. LUTTRELL. I hope that amendment will prevail.

Mr. SAYLER. Icertainly hope it will not.

Mr. LUTTRELL. I have no doubt the gentleman from Ohio hopes
it will not.

Mr. SAYLER. I do.

Mr. LUTTRELL. I believe the gentleman is a capitalist. My
amendment is that no American vessel shall employ a Mongolian or
Chinaman in any capacity whatever. Now, sir, there has been a
practice prevailing on our coast for those owning vessels to employ
Chinese as sailors, because they can employ them at much lower fig-
ures than they can employ white men. Our people protest against
it, and we have trouble in California now by reason of the employ-
ment of Chinese as sailors on American vessels. I am assured by sea
captains, by those having control of vessels, that thoseChinese are of
no service whatever in case of trouble at sea; that in a storm they
are found to be ntterly useless. Yet the owners of vessels persist in
employing them because they can engage them atone-fourth of what
they would have to pay to an American sailor.

~ Mr. HUBBELL. foffer the following as an addition to the amend-
ment :

Add to the amendment the following:

Nor any person not a resident of the State of California.

Mr. LUTTRELL. I would be very glad to have that added, as it
precludes the employment of the geutleman who offers it, who is not
a resident of California. ¥

The guestion being taken on Mr. HUBBELL'S amendment, it was
not agreed to.

Mr. BEEBE. I move to amend the amendment of the gentleman
is'mrt:'le;}’glifomia by adding these words: * not a citizen of the United

tates.

Mr. LUTTRELL. I accept the amendment.

Mr. DUNNELL. Is that amendment open to debate ?

The SPEAKER. Itis; for five minutes on each side, and longer,
unless ohjection is made.

Mr. DUNNELL. The amendment offered by the gentleman from
New York [Mr. BEEBE] seems to me a very singular one. We must
have in the service of the United States a t many men who are
not citizens of the United States. We have many employed on our
merchants’ vessels who have, perhaps, declared their intention to
become citizens, and does the gentleman propose to drive from the
employment in the whole service of the merchants’ transportation
of the country all those who are not fully naturalized 1

Mr.REAGAN. If this amendment to tga amendment prevails, then
persons who have made their preliminary declaration of citizenship
and who in many of the States can hold land would not be permitted
to serve in the capacity of an ordinary seaman on board of an Amer-
ican vessel. It seems to me that the gentleman can hardly have con-
templated the full effect of his amendment,

Mr. LUTTRELL. I propose to add the words “unless he has de-
clared his intention to me & citizen of the United States.” My
object is to prevent the employment of Chinese or Mongolians on our
Pacific coast steamers or sail-vessels with a view to give employment
to American sailors, either native-born or naturalized. My object is
to give employment to those men who contribute to the support of
our Government, those men who help to build up our institutions,
who are prepared and are ever ready and willing to volunteer in the
service of our country. I do not t[vx‘mk it is right to employ these
Chinese or Mongolians upon our steamers carrying the American flag,
especially those carrying the mails.

. HANNA. May I ask the gentleman a question {

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir.

Mr. HANNA, Is there a
make such a discrimination
that does so?

Mr. LUTTRELL. Well, sir, I will say for one that I do nof be-
lieve there is a man in the Pacific Coast States, be he republican
or democrat, unless he is a capitalist, but believes in making this dis-
crimination. It is in the interest of labur, of good morals, and of
good government.

Mr. NA. The gentleman does not answer my question.

Mr. ATKINS. Is it a fact that any of the Chinese are naturalized #

Mr. LUTTRELL. It is. There have been several naturalized ; I
know of three in Sacramento within the last two years.

Mr. HARRISON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques-
tion for information ¥

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir.

Mr. HARRISON. Suoppose an American vessel finds itself on the
coast of China or some other far off country having its erew seriously
reduced by sickness or death, would the gentleman require that ves-
sel to lie there until it could send to the United States for American
seamen or sailors 7

Mr. LUTTRELL. Yes, sir; we have found that the Chinese are of
no use as sailors. We have had vessels wrecked on our coast and
the Chinese have proved to be utterly useless.

Mr. HARRISON. Does the gentleman understand my question?
Suppose an American vessel is wrecked or disabled on the coast of
China and has lost a part of its seamen ; is it to lie there until it can
send to America for sailors?

Mr. LUTTRELL. I am in favor of protecting American seamen.
[Langhter.ﬂ

Mr, SAYLER. I wonld like to ask the gentleman from California
[Mr, LuTTRELL] whether precisely the same objection does not apply
to the employment of any foreigner whatever !

Mr, LUTTRELL. No, sir.

Mr. SAYLER. Then I ask him whether his position is not in direct
violation of onr treaty with that country !

Mr. LUTRRELL. No,sir; I do not know that it is in violation,
direet or otherwise, of our treaty with China. That treaty nowhere
provides that we shall employ slaves in any capacity. I believe that
no American vessel could employ men on board, even as common
sailors, nnless the men have declared their intention to become cit-
izens of the United States. I believe that to be the law in time of
war. I believe in encouraging the employment of Germans, Irish-
men, Frenchmen, or any other t}nmpmuu ; but 1 am opposed to em-
ploying Chinamen in m IF capacity.

[ Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. HUBBELL. I desire to call the attention of the House seri-
onsly to this question. Our trade with China to-day amounts to
over $36,000,000 in exports and imports. That trade will increase
largely I hope within the next ten years. Take the case of a vessel
sailing to China and clearing from a Chinese port; every one know-
ing anything about the character of seamen knows that they are a
floating population ; in other words they go in one vessel in one trip
and fthen pass to another vessel. This amendment wonld simply
prohibit our merchant vessels leaving ports in China after they had
taken their cargoes on board for the reason that they could not man
their vessels. This seems to me, if I may use the word withont of-
fense to the gentleman from California, [ Mr. LUTTRELL,] to be absurd.
It is to say that an American vessel lying in a Chinese port and hav-
ing its cargo on board shall not be allowed to take away as seamen
on board any foreigner in that port.

vernment on earth that nndertakes to
1s there a single governmeut on earth
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Mr. HARRISON. 1 believe that the amendment offered by the
gentleman from New York [Mr. BEEBg] to the amendment of the
gentleman from California [Mr. LuTTRELL] was that none but Amer-
ican citizens should be employed on board American vessels. Sup
an American vessel finds itself in a foreign port and the American
citizen sailors who have made a voyage out in that vessel refuse to
reship, what would become of the ship? In many cases asailing-
vessel has only four or five sailors and it would therefore be in their
power to force the owner, the supercargo, or the captain to give them
the value of the whole cargo.

Mr. LUTTRELL. Do you believe that American sailors wonld
ship where Chinese were employed 1

Mr. HARRISON. Iam not giving any opinion about that. The
only question I am discussing 18 simply this, that when a ship finds
itself in a foreign port it can be manned only by American citizens.
Now, you could not send an Ameriean ship back from Liverpool to New
York if that provision were in force, for in a port like Liverpool they
have to take such sailors as they can get there,

Mr. LUTTRELL. Doesthe gentleman mean tosay thatif an Ameri-
can sailor ships under a contract to goand return from China he will
not keep his word the same as the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. HAR-
RISON] or any other man?

Mr. RISON. That is not the question. I am not a sailor.

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of articles 5 and 6 of the treaty
of 1868 with China, which renders it utterly impossible for Congress
to pass any such amendment as this to the bill.

r. BEEBE. Beforethe gentleman has those articles read I desire
to say a word. I do not want to be misunderstood in the remarks
made by the gentleman from Illinois, [ Mr. HARRISON,] as they may
place me in a false light. I do not intend to commit myself to the
proposition of the gentleman from Califormia [ Mr. LUTTRELL] by my
amendment; butitseemsto me thatif any legislation of this kind was
had at all it ought to be had in the manner my amendment indicated.

The SPEAKER. Theamendmentof thegentleman from New York
£Mr. BEEBE] was accepted by the gentleman from California, [ Mr.

U’r‘rsﬂ;l.n.}3

Mr. BEEBE. ButI did not designit to commit myself to the amend-
ment as amended.

Mr. GOODE. In this connection I desire to make this suggestion
to the gentleman from California, that this whole Chinese question
is before the Committee on Eduncation and Labor, there being a propo-
sition there touching the subject. It is a delicate and difficult prob-
lem, and the committee are giving it the most careful consideration,
and I suggest to him that it is fnemntum to precipitate the question
at this stage on the House, and I ask him to withdraw his amendment.

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for the reading of the sections I bave indi-
cated of our treaty with China, which will determine this question.

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. 8peaker, I desire to say—

Mr. SAYLER. I insist upon the reading of those sections.

Mr. LUTTRELL. The gentleman seems to be very anxious to have
them read; we all know what they are.

Mr. SAYLER. I do not expect their reading will do the gentleman
from California any good.

The Clerk read as follows :

ArTticLe V. The United States of America and the Emperor of China cordially
recognize the inherent and inalienable right of man 1o change his home and alle-

m&ndﬂw the mutnal advantage of the free migration and emigration of
ir citizens and subjects respectively from the one country to the other for pur-

poses of coriosity, of teade, or as permanent residents. The hi%'h contracting par-
;iea til]:lerafomjo{{: in reprobating any other than an entirely voluntary emigration
or theso

rposes. 'They consequently agree to pass laws making it a al
offense for a citizen of the United St o:f"" subjects to take l%hlnmp::b-
Jects either to the United States or to any other foreign country, or for a Chinese
subject or citizen of the United States to take citizens of the United States to
China or :? any other foreign country without their free and voluntary consent,
reapectively.

AxTicrLE V1. Uitizens of the United States visiting or residing in China shall
enjoy the same privileges, immunities, or exemptions in respect to travel or resi-
dence as may there be_enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored
nation ; and, mcipmmﬂr{, Chi bjects visiting or residing in the United Statea
shall enjoy the same privil immunities, and exemptions in respeet to travel
or residence as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or suljjects of the most favored
nation. But nothing herein contained shall be held to confer naturalization upon
gitnuzenmu of the United States in China, nor upon the subjects of China in the United

Mr. SAYLER. I now ask that the Clerk read the section of the
Constitaotion of the United States which I have marked.
The Clerk read the following :

This Constitution, sand the laws of the United States which hall be made in pur-
suance lheneo% and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the anthority
of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land ; and the judgesin every
State shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or lawsof any State to
the contrary notwithstanding.

Mr. LUTTRELL. One word in reply to the gentleman from Ohio,
[Mr, SAYLER,] and then I am done. That treaty has been violated
by the employment of coolies, by the establishment of a system of
cooly slavery on the Pacific coast, of which I hold the evidence in
my hand. They have naturalized Chinamen in the United States,
in direct violation of this treaty. For that reason I have offered this
amendment. Bof as my friend from Virginia [Mr. GoopE] says that
this whole snbject is now being considered by the Committee on
Education and Labor, if itis tha%esim of the Hounse that it shall be
fully considered by that committee before it is brought before the
House, I will withdraw the amendment.

Mr. BAYLER. That is right. I want the steamboat bill to pass,
and I ho?e the gentleman will not bring forward his cooly bill now.

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. LUTTRELL] has been withdrawn.

Mr. MAGINNIS. I move to amend the section now pending by
adding to it that which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows :

Provided, That no eooly labor or other form of contract slave-labor shall be em-
ployed on American ships to the detriment of free labor.

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. I reside in the district which is so
Beculiarly affected by this Chinese labor, and I would be glad to

ave the subject fully considered by Con It is one of the most
embarrassing and perplexing with which we have to deal, one that
more directly affects the laboring classes in our country than all
other questions. I hope, however, the gentleman from Montana [ Mr.
MaGi¥Nis] will not at this time insist upon his amendment to the
bill, but will take the course adopted by the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. LurTRELL] and allow the subject to be thoroughly cunsid-
predh by the Committee on Edueation and Labor, which now has it
in charge. .

1f tg: amendment should be adopted to this bill it would have
but a very limited effect and will give but very slight relief to the
laboring classes of the Pacific coast. I am as anxious as any gentle-
man can be that some plan shall be adopted which will give relief
:9 that section of the country now suffering from this uneven compe-

ition.

Mr. FINLEY. I desire to inquire of the gentleman if his amend-
ment proposes to exclude cooly labor entirely, or only where it is
detrimental to the laboring classes?

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Oregon. This is not my amendment. I was
asking the Eﬂntlamnn who offered it [Mr, MacinN1s] to withdraw it
and leave the subject with the committee now having it in charge.

Mr, MAGINNIS. I will withdraw the amendment.

No further amendment being offered,

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following :

Sec. 28. That section 4478 of the Revised Statutes of the United States shall be
80 amended as to read as follows:

‘' Sic. 4483, Every steamer navigating the ocean, or any lake, bay, or sound of
the United States, shall be pruvirlaﬁ‘wit such numbers of life-boats, floats, rafts,
life-preservers, and drags as will best secure the safety of all persuns on board
sach vessel in case of disaster ; and every sea-going vessel cairying passengers, and

y such vessel navi ﬁulinmy of the northern or northwestern lakes, shall have
the life-boats requi b w provided with snitable boat-tackle for hoistin
lowering, and ljutuc‘binﬁ the boats. And the board of su ising inspectors
fix and determine, by their rules and regulations, the kind of life-boats, floats, rafts,
life-preservers, and ?‘l’rm that shall be nsed on such vessels, and the kind and
ca]hmcity of pumps or other appliances for freeing the steamer from water in case
of heavy leakage, the capacity of such pumps or being suited to the
navigation in which the steamer is employed.”

Mr. WARD. I move to amend the section last read by striking out
the word “ and ” before the words “drags as will best secure, &ec.,”
and to insert the words, * and a suitable mortar or gun with project-
iles for throwing a shot-line from the vessel to the shore in case of
stranding, boget er with a faking-box and shot-line.” And to further
amend by striking ont the word * and ” before the words * drags shall
be used on such vessels,” and to insert *a mortar or gun, projectile,
faking-box, and shot-line.”

I do not think the gentleman having charge of this bill, the chair-
man of the Committee on Commerce, [Mr. REAGAN,] will have any
objection to this amendment. I have no doubt the committee would
have incor ted this provision in the bill if their attention had been
called to the subject. 1t is simply applying the principle established
by the Government in aid of the life-saving service, to aid in the

reservation of human life on board of vessels. It is a simple and
inexpensive contrivance to aid, in case of the stranding of a vessel,
those on board in reaching the shore by establishing a communica-
tion between the vessel and the shore, by means of which the lives
of those on board may be preserved.

In this connection I ask to have read a report from the Superin-
tendent of the life-saving service.

The Clerk read as follows:

In closing this acecount of the efforts made to increase the distance which a line
may be thrown to stranded vessels, occasion is taken to call the attention. of shi
owners and masters of vessels to the manner in which they ean cheaply and mrr
co te with the llfe_mvln{g service in this respect, and in many instarces

ate the difficalties with which it has to contend. They bave only, in one word,
t&‘}):ne:ig? themselves with some simple means of getting a line to the shere from

In most cases stranding occurs on a lee shore in gales of wind. A tile with
# shot-line attached to 1t, fired from the shore toward a veasel, is, in the t place,
loaded with the weight of the line, and in the second place impeded by tue force
of the wind which both prajectile and line encounter: he.ce the range is greatly
lessened. A moreover, presents but a small mark, and if the wind be
quartering or gusty it is alwaya dificult, whatever allowance may be made, to aim
a shot so as to canse the line to fall over the vessel, as the wind makes the line how
or float wide, and perhaps fall into the sea.

On the other hand, a shot fired from a vessel toward the shore under such cir-
cumstances, flies with the wind, and of course will carry a line umblﬁfemr dis-
tance. Besides, no accuracy of aim is uired, as the persons on the vessel
firing the shot have the whole shore for their target, — * » " *

If any owner or master of a ve should nevertheless judge it inexpedient to
provide himself with the aimfnlu ordnance, line, and fuking-box recommended,
there are other, if 1-8s e means for establishing connection with the shore
in case of wreck, which he can have no excuse for not being provided »ith. An
instance occurred last winter, where the crew of a vessel stranded beyond the

range of the shot-line used at the life-saving-stations wers rescued thro com-
munication effected by means of a line attached to a box which was e
from the wreck.
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Mr. WARD. Now, Mr. Speaker, in addition fo that testimony, I
have also the report of the proceedings of the annual meeting of the
board of supervising inspectors for 1877 ; in which the same subject
is alluded to, and the necessity for some such appliance as this is em-
phasized. The life-saving service of the United States Government
performed, during the year 1877, a most efficient work in the preserva-
tion, not only of property but also in a direction incaleulably more
important—huoman life. The records show that during the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1877, the amount expended in the life-saving
service was $170,223.93; that there were one hundred and thirty-four
disasters to vessels within the limits of the operations of the service,
embracing as the value of vessels §1,986,744, and as the value of car-
goes $1,306,588, making a total of $3,203,332. Of this the property
saved amounted to $1,713,647. On board of these vessels there were
fifteen hundred persons, of whom fourteen hundred and sixty-one
were saved. Of the thirty-nine lost twenty-eight were on the ship
Circassian, wrecked in December, 1876, on 8quan Beach, New Jersey ;
and the account of this melancholy disaster establishes the fact that
if the Circassian had been provided with the means of connecting
with the shore, provided for in this amendment, even those lives
might have been saved.

hen it is remembered that of these one hundred and thirty-four
vessels not one had the means of assisting itself in distress or of co-
operating with the life-service men on shore, the importance of the
provisiou that this amendment contemplates will be seen. A vessel
18 of course much more efficient to render assistance from its own
deck than to be assisted from the shore. It is much easier for a ves-
sel to reach the shore by a line and thereby establish communication
with the life-service stations all along our coast than it is for men on
shore to reach the vessel with aline. For this reason I have offered
the amendment, providing for the use of this inexpensive appliance
to aid the humane efforts of the Government.

Mr. REAGAN. The subject presented by the amendment of the
gentleman from Pennsylvania was not brought to the attention of
the committee. I have no aunthority to accept the amendment, and
1 am not prepared to discuss its merits. I do not know what would
be the expense of providing vessels with the mortar, line, projectiles,
&e., which the amendment contemplates. I have no information
from vessel-owners or others connected with this service as to how
their interests would be affected.

I can understand that as to very large steamers the expense might
be small in proportion to the property and business concerned; as to
very small vessels I can see how the proposition might possibly oper-
ate onerously in the way of expense. I have no information that is
not in the possession of the Honse generally on this subject. While
I am not prepared to offer positive opposition to the amendment I
must leave it for the action of the House,

Mr. SAYLER. I do not know but that the idea of the gentleman
from Pennsylvania may be developed and made very useful in the
way of protecting property and life; but I hope he will not insist
upon incorporating his Im)poai tion in a general bill of this kind in
regard to all vessels of the United States navigating our waters.
The appliance contemplated is expensive and in the main nnneces-
gary. One of the purposes of this bill is to reliexe the country from
the impositions that have from time to time been made in connection
with patent rights and things of that kind. Now, a small vessel of
fifteen, twenty, or thirty tons could not very well afford to carry the
apparatus here provided for. As tolarge vessels, if there isany good
reason for adopting a proposition of this kind, let it be inserted in a
separate bill; let us not burden this general enactment with & pro-
vision of this sort.

Mr. WARD. Let the amendment apply only to ocean steamships,
if yon please; they carry the largest number of passengers.

r, SAYLER. I do not antagonize the gentleman’s proposition if
it be confined to large steamers; restricted in that way I think it is
well enough; but I ope it will not be introduced at this time iu this
general bill. Let it be put in a separate bill, referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, and fairly considered. Itisan imposition which
has never been made heretofore, and certainly the gentleman will
not elaim that it ought to apply to small vessels.

Mr. WARD. Inreply tothesuggestion of the gentleman from Ohio
[Mr. SBavyLER] I may say that this appliance with reference to large
steamships is entirely inexpensive.

Mr. SAYLER. I think that is so.

Mr.WARD. Largesteamships carry gnns for the Burpose of salutes
and for other pu , and in the gun consists all the expense of this
appliance; outside of that it is simply a rope and a line. If it more
nearly meets the views of the committee I have no objection to mak-
ing the amendment to apply to ocean steamships only. That isa
move in the right directionand covers the class of vessels which earry
the largest number of passengers, where loss of life is greatest.

Mr. SAYLER. I have no O%jection to that proposition, but I think
it ought to go to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. REA(%OAN. I would be entirely willing to have it carefully con-
sidered by the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. SAYLER. Ihope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will in-
troduce a bill and let it go to the Committee on Commerce. This is
hardly a fair way of bringing it up.

Mr. WARD. I will accept the suggestion to make the amendment
apply to ocean-steamers,

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman insist upon his amendment?

Mr. WARD. I do, with the modification I have stated. I propose
to insert after the word “and” the words * as to ocean steamers.”

Mr. SAYLER. Does the gentleman mean, under the term “ocean
steamships,” to include the coastwise steamers: small steamers that
ply along the coast? I hope the gentleman will let it go to the Com-
mittee on Commerce and have it fairly considered. Ithink that gen-
tlemen who live on the coast wou]dy have great objection to the
amt;pdmeut being adopted in its present form without proper consid-
eration.

Mr,WARD: 1 think the importance of the life-saving service fully
justifies me in insisting on the amendment.

The question being taken on Mr. WARD'S amendment, the Speaker
stated that in the opinion of the Chair the ayes had it.

Mr. SAYLER. I ask for a division.

Mr. FINLEY. I wish to inquire what amendment it iswe are vot-

ing on.
%*ha SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment as modified.

The amendment, as modified, was read.

Mr. REAGAN. I find I was understood as saying that I approved
the amendment. My purpose was to state that the subject had never
been brought to the attention of the committee, and that I had had
no opportunity of consnlting experts or persons particularly inter-
ested in the subject. While I do not know of arguments against the
proposition I do not feel at liberty to sanction it.

The House divided ; and there were—ayes 74, noes 15.

Mr. DUNNELL. A quorum has not voted.

Mr. REAGAN. I hope the gentleman will not make that point.

Mr. DUNNELL. I do not insist on further count.

So the amendment was adopted.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state to the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. REAGAX] that three o’clock has been fixed as the hour to
consider the resolutions from the Senate touching the death of the
late SBenator BoGY, of Missouri. The Chair desires prior to that time
to present several executive communications.

Mr. REAGAN. I have no objection to the bill standing over now
if it retains its place.

The SPEAKER. It takes ifs place as unfinished business, to come
np to-morrow immediately after the reading of the Journal.

MAJOR W. E. MERRILL.

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of Major W.
E. Merrill, Corps of Engineers, on the best meghods of protecting the
river commerce of Cincinnati from floes of ice in the Ohio River;
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce.

UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL AT SHANGHAI

The SPEAKER. The Chair also lays before the House a commnu-
nication from John C. Myers, late consul-general at Shanghai,
China. It will be referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the
State Department, and printed.

Ml;; (;EONGER. Is that communication from one of the Depart-
men

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the paper to be read.

The Clerk read as follows:
WasHINGTON, January 23, 1878,

Sm: I have the honor of requesting that the inclosed statement of the condi-
tion of affairs, at the United States consulate-general at Shanghai, China, may
be presented to the House of Representatives, I earnesily and respectfully pray
that an investigation may be concerning the administration of the consulate-
general at Shanghai d‘mni the terms in office of Hon. George F. Seward, pres-
ent minister to Ehina; 0. B. Bradford, vice l-g al and L nfork,

myself, as consul-general.
have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN C. MYERS,

Oonsul-General, (under suspension.)
Hon. SAMUEL J, RANDALL,
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 7

Mr. CONGER. Buch a communication as that, I suppose, shonld
be sent to the Department.

The SPEAKER. This was sent to the Speaker, and it is the duty
of the Speaker to transfer it to the House. The House can then do
with it what it pleases.

Mr. CONGER. I understood that only communications from the
Departments were to be laid before the House.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must understand that it is im
sible for the Chair to read all such docunments as this. The Chair
has laid it before the House and it is for the House to dispose of it.

Mr. CONGER. Thisseems to beacomplaint from an inferior officer,
accompanied by a very large manuseript.

Mr. KILLINGER. I move that it be referred to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no wish about it except that the
House be informed of everything that comes to him in ]iﬁs official
capacity. The gentleman from Pennsylvania moves to amend so as
to refer the communication to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to.

. D. B. WARNER,

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the Honse
a communication from the Department of State in relation to the
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claim of D. B. Warner for losses by fire; which was referred to the
Committee of Claims.
DR. MARY E. WALKER,

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House
a communieation from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reference to
the claim of Dr. Mary E. Walker ; which was referred to the Com-
mittee of Claims.

VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION.

The SPEAKER. The Chair is requested by a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs to make the following request of the House,
with the understanding that it is a report of the Commitiee on For-
eign Affairs:

That the testyimony taken by the Committee on Foreign Aflaira in the second
session of 1he Forty-fourth Congress, on the subject of the Venezuelan mixed com-
mission, be plint«? lor the use of the House.

A. H. HAMILTON,

Member of the Committee on Foreign A faire.
There was no objection, and it was so ordered.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

By unanimous consent, indefinite leave of absence was granted to
Mr. Camp.

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS SBIGNED.

Mr, RAINEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled joint resolu-
tions of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same :

Joint resolution (8. No. 5) anthorizing Rear Admiral William Rey-
nolds, of the United States Navy, to accept certain presents tendered
him by the King of S8iam; and

Joint resolution (8. No. 15) filling an existing vacancy in the Board
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution.

DEATH OF SENATOR BOGY.

The SPEAKER. The hour of three o’clock having been fixed as
the time for taking np the resolutions of the Senate in relation to the
death of the late Senator BoaGy, of Missouri, and that hour having
arrived, the Clerk will read the resolutions of the Senate.

The Clerk read as follows:

IN THE SEXATE OF THE UXNITED STATES, January 16, 1878,

Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sorrow the announcement
of the desth of Hon. LEwis V. Bogy, late a Senator of the United States from the
State of Missouri.

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect to the memory of Hon. Lewis V. Docy, the
business of the Senate be now suspended, that his former associates may pay proper
tritute to his public and private virtnes.

I of the deceased, the

That, as a further mark of ru)l)ec.t to the m
badge of mourning for thirty davsa.

members of the Senate will wear the usua
Ordered 5 i lutions to the House of Rep-

hat the Secretary nicate these r
resentatives.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, standing in the dark shadow of a great
sorrow it is fitting that there should be a truce to all divisions; that,
meeting to-day upon a common sacred ground, we may with fervent
words of unfeigned sorrow repeat the story of a usefnl life. If there
be animosities let them give place to better thoughts. If there be
enmities let tliem depart this sacred spot while here we join clean
hands over the
are now the priceless heritage of his countrymen. Thus doing we
may pluock from sorrow’s crown some precious flower fragrant with
the perfumes of a charity which shall sweeten the memories of him
Ei? mourn and breathe npon all hearts the impulse toward a better

0.

A generation, Mr. 8peaker, has passed away since first I had the
Bleasnre of meeting LEwWIs ViTaL BoGY, then verging toward man-

ood’s prime estate and giving evidence of that leadership to which
his genius impelled him, the full fruition of which he afterward
realized. Inthat long acquaintance I trust Ilearned in some degree
to appreciate the excellences which so well adorned his character.
Let this, then, be my apology, if one were needed, for thus detaining
you for a few moments that I may express, however imperfectly,
those words of sorrow for the loss which our common country has sus-
tained; as wgll as endeavor to exhalt those virtues which he so hap-

p‘llg possessed.
ature had endowed our friend with a form of manly dignity and
a face of remarkable suavity and impressive benevolence,

Death found strange beauty on that polished brow and dashed it out.

I need not refer to his remarkably pleasing manners; they were the
admiration of all who met him ; added to which his courtly yet mod-
est bearing at once stamped him as the finished American gentleman
in every sense. These gifts and graces, so much admired, were sup-

lemented by & mind naturally strong and gifted, and which had
n trained not in the halls of academic lore under the ripening
touch of learned professors, but in his converse with nature, his con-
tact with men and thingls, and in the brief hounrs of study snatched
from the intervals of toil and earnest conflict with the events of life.
Like so many of our conntrymen who have reached great heights of
distinction and honor, he, too, toiled up by thorny paths, steep and
rugged ways, often almost despairing of reaching lfw coveted goal,
yet always pressing on, if ansihle to secure the prize.

The senatorial seat to which he aspired in the day-dreams of youth
with patriotic longings after an almost life-time struggle at length'
he gained. Henee, having struggled on and up, the discipline ac-

grave of the departed one whose deeds, whose words |,

quired only the more thoroughly fitted him to sympathize with all in
every grade throngh which he passed. How well, therefore, he filled
his place his comreera have not shunned to say, and while to-day
they miss his manly form, still more do they miss his wise counsels,
sq;lz;.lcious judgment, and intelligent interpretation of the popular
Wikl

His industry was of the highest type, work was his natural ele-
ment, and his busy brain was a mnjt?yetimlm in the tasks to which
he addressed himself in his public duties.

His fidelity to his convictions was simply the exhibition of thaf
remarkable integrity of character which adorned his life and shed
upon it a light of unfading luster. This same characteristic gave
strength to his public life, inspired confidence in all who came under
his influence, an ve him a remarkable power over not only his
own pulit-icai associates, buti also over his opponents.

I would not, Mr. Speaker, wish to lift the veil of sanctified domestic
life or peer within the portals of that home now shrowded in sorrow ;
but allow me to say it was the home of joy, of confidence, of affection,
as beantiful and pure as earth possessed.

To the Father of all we would eommend this deeply stricken honse-
hold. The lovinﬁ words and tender acts of human sympathy are too
feeble to reach the deep and painful grief caused by the removal of
one so loved, so honored, in the home which he cherished with such
tender affection.

To sum up the character of our friend would be to say that in him
we find the wise counsellor and advoeate, the high-minded, intelli-
§ent merchant, banker, and manufacturer, the statesman at once

earless and in:iepemlent, incorraptible and patriotic.

In the immediate family connection we behold the devoted som,
the tender brother, the fond father, the loving hnsband. Asafriend,
steadfast and immovable, careful, considerate, and obliging.

With all these virtues, however, he, too, must bow to that
sure fate which is the lot of all. That pale-faced messenger which
bangs upon our pathway cannot be appeased by accomplishments,
either of person or mind, however beautiful or illustrious.

While to be able to say these things with truthfulness in some
measure mitigates the sorrow for our loss and lends encouragement
for us to imitate him in their acquirement, at the same time it teaches
how ﬁreat the loss his friends, his family, and his country have sus-
tained.

May the lessons of his life inspire us with higher resolves, more fer-
vent aspirations for nsefulness, stronger desires for the attainment of
excellences of character, May his death admonish us that life is the
span of man’s activities, and that whatsoever the hand findeth to do
we should do it with our might, that it may be said of us, as we say
of him, he did what he could.

Life's a debtor to the grave.
Dark lattice, letting in eternal day.

Time speeds us each with swift and tireless flight toward the land
of shadows and forgetfulness. Whatever may be said or thonght of
us when life’s transient day is o’er, may it be our lot to leave behind
the ]ﬁeritngu of a good name, the legacy of a life well spent, and to
reac

‘Where storm hush. h Il‘ht::t !hm.t:
A are hns| ‘where tem never
W here angry skies nn?ld]aimkening ﬁ no mr:aga ;
With gusty strength their roaring warfare wage;

By them its 1 margents shall be trod,
eir home be heaven, and their friend be God.

Mr. WADDELL. Mr. Speaker, forty-six years ago a yonth of nine-
teen years of age, whose opportunities for advancement had been
veriv few, whose means were scant, and whose prospects seemed to
be in no de, flattering, wrote a letter to his mother, to whom he
was devoted throughont his life, in which he expressed a determina-
tion to represent his native State of Missouri in the Senate of the
United States before he was sixty years old. It was regarded asonly
the utterance of a youthful dreamer whose castle in the air wonld
soon vanish before the b]ightinﬁ]blm of adversity 3 but there was
in the boy what fighters call “the staying quality,” aud it soon be-
gan to develop itself. Passing through the Black Hawk war as a
private soldier, he studied law, and in 1835 stepped well-shod into
that highway along which cluster most abundantly public honors
in this country. Advancing rapidly and gathering fortune as he went,
bnt encountering freqnentFy defeat and disappointment, he kept his

ze fixed nupon the goal of his youth, and finally, before the close of

is gixtieth year, wrote his name in the other end of this Capitol—
Lewis V. BoGy, Senator from Missonri.

What a lesson is here! I come not to speak the e which
so fittingly becomes surviving friendship on an occasion like this,
for it was not my gﬁvilegﬁ to enjoy that relation in an especial man-
ner toward him who “has fallen asleep.” I am performing an office
of respect and friendship for the living, upon whose suggestion I
sﬁeak; and in the discharge of this duty, while yielding homage to
the many virtues, private and puablie, which all unite in ascribing to
him, this remarkable exhibition of dauntless courage and tireless
devotion throughont a long life to the attainment of a high and hon-
orable distinction seems to me to be most worthy of comment. Itisa
record eminently proper to place before the youth of our land for
emulation. The spirit which animated him who made it is the spirit
which always has and always will conquer the world. He who pos-
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gesses it has within him the prime element of Smatmas, which no ob-
stacle can bafile, no danger appal, and which death only can destroy.
Nay, sir, death itself destroys it not, for, stripped of its earthly fet-
ters, it soars immortal toward its home. At no period of our history
could the cultivation of this spirit be more wisely urged or its illus-
tration by such examples be more appropriately alluded to than at
this time, when all the depressing and demoralizing influences of
prostrate industries and paralyzed commerce are at work among us;
when singleness of Purpose, unflagging perseverance toward noble
ends, and%:igh moral courage are so sorely needed. These were the
characteristics which marked the life of the dead Senator. Let us
jmitate them. )

Mr. Speaker, since you and I cume for the first time to take our
laces in this Chamber there have been a score of seats made vacant
y the rider of the pale horse. He has reaped a rich harvest in the

splendid halls of this building.
To the past go more dead faces
Every year;
As the loved leave vacant places
Every year.
Standing here and reflecting upon these things, let us heed the
noble utterance of one of our immortal conntrymen: “*Duty’ is the
sublimest word in our langunage.” These ceremonies may soon be

performed for you and me ; and, if so, our friends can pay us no higher
tribute than to say that here and everywhere we did our duty.
Yes, the shores of life are shifting
Every year,
And we are seaward drifting
Every year.
old ]i{laees, changing, fret us,
The living more forget us,

There are fewer to regret us
Every year.

But the truer life draws nigher
Every year,
And its morning star elimbs bigher

Every year;
Earth’s hold on us grows slighter,
And the heavy burden lighter,
And the dawn immortal brighter,

Every year.

Mr. HATCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that I should pay my
humble tribute to the memory of the distinguished Benator from
Missouri, who, gince our last assembling, has been called to his long
home.

I represent the district in which he was born. Sixty-four years
ago, in the old town of SBainte Genevieve, his eyes first o]iened to the
light of day; and, sir, I do not in the least exceed the langnage of
sober truth when I declare that there was not a resident of that ven-
erable old hamlet who did not feel in the loss of Senator BoGY a per-
sonal bereavement. He had endeared himself to her people by a

outh full of promise, a middle age of abundant enterprise and activ-
1ty, in which they profited, and, later, by an official prominence which
they seemed in one sense to share.

Tyhey monrned a man whom they knew, a man of honorable aspi-
rations, of well-tempered ambition, of in ned honesty, of stead-
{astness to friends, and ineapable of doing intentional wrong even to
an enemy.

Sainteyﬂenevieva has given to the country many names that have
been written high upon the tablet of fame—names that the nation
delights to honor and will continue through all time to revere. I
have only time to recall such as have served in this or the other
House of Con .

Commencing with John Becott, who for twelve years was a Dele-
gate and Representative in this House from the Territory and State
of Missouri; Governor Henry Dodge, who came to Sainte Genevieve,
then the most prominent settlement of the new Territory, a mere boy.
He served in and was a hero of both the war of 1812 and the Black
Hawk war, one of the most sanguinary of our Indian conflicts. Gov-
ernor Dodge was a Delegate from the Territory of Wisconsin, after-
ward its governor, and when largely by his efforts the State was
admitted into the Union he became its first Senator, serving in that
capacity for nine years.

eneral Augustus C. Dodge was also born in SBainte Genevieve.
He was the first Delegate to Congress from the new Territory . of
Towa, its first Senator, and afterward our minister to Spain.

Dr. Lewis F. Linn, who came to Sainte Genevieve with his half-
brother, Governor Dodge, when but an infant, and lived there until
his death, served for ten years as Senator from Missouri, being elected
the last time by the unanimous vote of her I;:gislnt.ure.

Ex-Senator George W. Jones, who emigrated to Sainte Genevieve
when a lad six years of age, was educated with Senator Boagy, and
served as the last Delegate in Congress from Michigan Territory, and
was for twelve years a Senator from Iowa.

Enjoying both the example and confidence of these distingnished
men it is not strange that Senator BoGY in his mere youth shounld
determine to attain to an eminence as marked as theirs; a determina-
tion which with eharacteristic candor he committed to writing and
intrusted to a mother’s kind and affectionate care.

In this renowned village, a village still, but which at the date of

Senator BoagY’s birth bade fair to be the metropolis of the great
West, on the 9th day of April, 1813, our deceased friend was born.

He has fought the good fight, he has finished the race, and we who
survive Lim have assembled to do honor to his memory. All that is
mortal of him has been consigned by loving bands to the old bury-
ing-ground at Saint Louis, where he now rests encircled by all but
two of his children ; but his example lives to inspire us to worthier
Bm‘posea and greater efforts. I do not claim for SBenator BoGy that

e outranked in fame and reputation the distingnished names I have
recalled ; viewed in the light of what he accomplished it can hardly
be asserted that he did. %nd yet, sir, I amsure that had his term of
public service extended over as long a period he would have bnilded
a reputation second to thatof no other public man of the last quarter
of a century. His gifts were not of a showy order; on the contrary,
they were solid, snﬁ of the highest value to his constitnency and the
nation at large.

When he came to the Senate in 1573 he was entirely inexperienced
in legislative labors. More that thirty years ago he was for a brief
]::;iod a member of his State assembly, and since that time he had

n employed almost exclusively in practical business life; and yet,
sir, such was his facility of adaptation, so prominent hissturdy sense,
his devotion to principle, his eandor, and so marked his determination
and ability to master the duties of his high position, that almost in-
sensibly, and certainly without exeiting opposition or inspiringenvy,
he steadily grew in the estimation and appreciation of his intes
until he became, before half his term had expired, to be relied on asa
safe gnide and counnsellor, and was introsted by his party associates
with the gravest responsibilities.

There was nothing of accident about all this. Those who knew
him when the rather unexpected news of his election was first made
known confidently predicted the result that followed. They are not
less secure in the E\re ief that had his life been spared he would have
steadily advanced to the first rank of statesmanship.

‘What he did he did with his whole heart, might, mind, and strength.
From the moment he entered Con he devoted himself exclusively
to the interests of his constituents, neglecting a large private busi-
ness to the great detriment if not to the ruin of his personal fortune.
He knew no other way. From the dull routine of the committee-rooms
or other arduous duties connected with his honorable position his
associates will testify he never attempted to escape.

During the period of vacation, when his friends pleaded with him to
take the rest they felt he so much needed, he still labored untiringly.
Through the entire presidencial campaign, although most T to
participate in the advocacy of principles which he felt must trinmph
if the nation was to live, he nevertheless followed the plain path of
duty, spending his entire vacation in a laborious examination of the
silver question, which had been assigned Ly the Senate to a mixed
commission, of which he was made a member.

Had he even so much as evaded this single task and taken an ocean
voyaﬁe as advised by his physicians it is the opinion of his friends
that he would have been restored to the robust health which was then
attacked for the first time by the malaria of this latitude. As he
lived he died, discharging to the last, and with his best efforts, the
duties im on him. And when the summons came, dreadful to
all but him serenely he laid down the burden of life and passed
through theshadow of the valley. There were no unmanly repinings,
no complaints of opportunities neglected, of wasted time, of lost
occasions. With a calm confidence in the sure reward that awaited
him, he folded up the book of life and bound it with the golden
clasp of faithina glorious immortality. To us he is no more. To
these halls and to our councils he is forevermore a stranger. The

laces that have known him once shall know him no more forever.

othing is left but his memory and example. Long shall we of his
native State cherish the one and emulate the other.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, there are occasions in life whith
like the milestones on the highway, make us pause to measure the
road we have passed, and to estimate that which may be before ns.
Death appeals to our sensibilities and rebukes om'hllzmjndices. Can
anything so inevitaUle be considered a calamity. ere is no misfor-
tune in death save when it snaps in two what might have been a
long and honorable life. Death is sometimes attendedby horrible,
and appalling circumstances, but there is nothing in death or its
worst surroundings so truly appalling as a use purposeless life.
To-day Congress pauses in its work; the Frest. aw-making mill,
grinding nerve and brain, comes to a halt. 1t stops to pay a tribute
to a dead Senator; to speak of him. Who was he ? hat was he?
He represented a great State, the neighbor of my own. Under our
representative form of government he was the chosen voice for a mill-
ion and a half of people. Who shall say he was an inconsequential
thing or an accident? He was selected for something. That some-
thing, like himself, makes part of our history not :mworthg of the
high ]illlnea they held. The dead Senator of whom we speak to-day
was the most distinctive, clear-cut type of one of the most remark-
able elements that have blended in modern American civilization.

Two hundred years ago a young Frenchman left the outposts of
the French sctt{ements on the Lakes and, entering the Mississippi
Valley by the Wisconsin River, explored the father of waters. The
freat. valley lay like a sealed book to the en rise and genius of the

Suropean. Long centuries before ancient civilizations had made that




1878.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE.

207

valley resound to their feet. They had J‘mased away and nothing
remained of them save myth and legend and those vast mounds
where they worshipped God under the symbols of fire and the sun.
The rains and storms of centuries had beat npon them but not washed
them away, and now great forest trees clung to them as if to conse-
crate them with the hoary beard of father timme. Who were the build-
ers? What werethey? Over the fairy landscape bands of wanderin
nomads roved. Their fathers had blotted ouf an ancient agricult
race in blood, long, long ago, and now they flitted about like the
ghosts of better things—Ishmaelites who had no abiding place and
left no mark upon the earth.

The great eye of a sleepless God was upon it. With the infinite
beneficence that said “Let there be light” he decreed that once
more the grandest valley in all the world ehould be the home of
myriads of happy men and women.

Father James Marquette, a young Frenchman of aristocratic family,
born on the banks of the 6156, educated in the bosom of the Church,
devoted to the society of Jesus ere he reached man’s estate, the inspira-
tions of his mind seem to have grasped the genius and self-sacrifice
of Loyola, Itisnot necessary to sup he conld have comprehended
the great results of the formsof society of which he was the begin-
ning. Cole in his imaginative painting, the voyage of life, depicts
a youth gliding down the river of time, drinking in the ever new
and changeful landscape on its banks. It is a dream of a wonderful
voyage, but not so wonderful as the voyage of Marquette. It wasa
new world, and this was its first day. He glided by the mouth of
many a river that has now hundreds of towns and cities on its banks.
Then a deep sleep had fallen unpon it, deeper than that which fell on
Adam ere Eve was created.

Four centuries before another adventurer had entered that valley
from the lower end., De Soto had come with the pomp and eirenm-
stance of war. His hand was against every man, every man’s hand
against him. He sought another Peru or Mexico to rob. To them
God seemed but to have made empires to be the victims of banditti.
Discovery was a better title than possession. Avarice was the main-
spring, merciless cruelty the fruit. They came flushed with great
e:t:_p(au:mt.immli and it took years of toil, privation, and suffering to
consume and destroy those hopes. Broken in body and spirit, De
Soto was buried in the mighty river, and the remnant of his wretched
followers were driven out of if by the men of Quegalto.

Well might the Indian warriors shout and sing as they drove ont
the wretched Spaniards! That victory secured them from the invaders
for four generations. One hundred and forty years passed away ere
the canoce of Marquette floated on the river. He came in a different
way. He stood among them without a weapon, the messenger of
the Prince of Peace. He brought European religion and European
civilization, and wherever the foot of the Frenchman touched the
earth, as from seed sown, French settlements sprung I:(lfl. He hauled
up his pirogne near the spot where the town of Saint Genevieve now
stands, and there of that race and stock, the subject of these enlogies
was born. Lewis ViTAL BoGgY was in all things intensely a French-

man, and yet in every element of his character as intensely the west-
ern American. Frenchman of the better class, educa nervous,
active. He had all the polished urbanity of his race and tf:e gentle-

ness of a woman wedded to the hardy vigor of the frontiersman.
Something in the clear, bracing, western atmosphere seems to have
developed a new type of man.

The old French settlements had two classes, one of great intellect,
vigor, enterprise—the Lacledes, ChoteausL Bo%ys, Menards, Vitals. I
need not ennmerate ; these represented the class. Their names are
marked on the geography of the whole western conuntry. There was
not a loeality too remote for their enterprise and business. There was
not a river or lake but echoed to the paddles of their batteans. There
was not an Indian tribe so hostile or barbarous that they were not
familiar with them. There was not a mountain gorge inaccessible to
their genius and skill. There was not a valley where they did not build
trading postsand forts. They represented the best blood of old France,
the genius and power of new France. They laid the foundation of a
great empire. In its vigorous youth they did their full share in its
sterner battles, and as the symmetry of our new forms of society
assnme their power and grandenr they hold their place, and blend
into a broad new Americanism with the f: ents of other nation-
alities, and perhaps the last distinet type that will ever enter the
American Con was LEwis ViTAL BoGy,

The other element of the early French settlements was the Arcadian
peasant. A mixture of Indian inertia and French philosophie sim-
Iélicity. There was old Kaskaskia, or as we used to call it, ** Kasky,”

ahoka, Prairie du Rocbher, Sainte Genevieve, Vincennes, Cape Girar-
deaun. Well do I remember them all when a boy. I have heard the
old Kaskaskians say that after Saint Louis was started the people
there came to *“ Kasky” tobuy goods. Ah,these were the happy, primi-
tive days. They cultivated corn in the “ big field” where eacK family
had a few acres. They caught wild ponies on the point. They wor-
shipped in a chapel almost as old as Philadelphia, when the bell
rang. They celebrated holidays and saints’ days, and wounld observe
them for any saint kind enough to give them one. Their towns were
not laid out after the pattern of a multiplication table. Their lives
were not mathematical problems with everything carried and nothing
over. They had leisure. They were not ground in the mill of Moloch.
They danced in Pe-whingi to the music of Rafael Mart, and ran horse-

races. Their wants were few, their labors light. They ate, they
drank, they danced, and they died.

There came a change. Those who had founded hamlets and vil-
lages were swept away by those who founded cities and great States.
“Kasky” lost theseat of government, the countyseat. Eventhesisters
fled from her in the flood of 1844. The energetic and enterprising
left for new centers, and “ Kasky” and Cahoka became rustier than
ever, and existed merely that antiquities might be said to exist in
the country.

Mr. BoGY’s father was born in Kaskaskia, but moved to the town of
Sainte Genevieve, which is just a few miles distant over the river. In
1766 the left bank of the Mississippi was ceded by France to Britain
and in the war of the Revolution came to the United States. The
Spaniards held the country beyond the right bank. The elder Bogy
was connected with the most enterprising families in both towns and
held responsible positions under the Spanish government. In 1813
LeEwis ViTAL BoGY was born. In early life he indicated the thrift
and energy which marked his whole career and which are so sadly
lacking in the youth of the present day. He began life clerking in a
store at a salary of §200 a year. Then he went tfo study law with
old Judge Pope, in Kaskaskia. He came of a stock that might well
have been excused for putting on airs. Did he merely loaf around a
lawyer’s office under pretense of reading law? Old Judge Pope had
a coal-bank on Mary’s River, a dozen miles or more from Kaskaskia.
There the you.;lg BoGy went part of his time, superintending the
miners and reading the books selected by the judge. It was ride
and tie between Sisyphus and Blackstone. I wish the young men of
to-day would remember these lessons. The man who starts business
in that way is very liable to succeed. Afterward he attended the
law school at Lexington, Kentucky.

Entering his career at man’s estate he cast his fortune in Saint Louis.
He was closely identified with its stroggles, growth, prosperity. Nor
did he limit his work to the city. He did more than any other man
to develop the mineral resources of Missouri, and for these she is
chiefly famous. He expended nearly a million of dollars in building
the Iron Mountain Railroad. He helped build his State, and it was fit-
ti:g he should represent her. He carried to public position what he
{1 luho_wg in private life: business habits and a carefully trained

L& mind,

ince my boyhood I have watched all the great development of the
Mississippi Valley. In Saint Louis, not long ago, I left my hotel to
walk out on the bridge, that grandest monument of human genius.
Its foundations are a hundred feet deep in the channel of the river,
Grand in its strength, beautiful in its symmetry, lifted heavenward
above the mighty tlood, as I stood and looked from its summit,

Visons of things that have long since fled
Went over my brain like ghosts of the dead.

I remembered when a boy I entered that city almost forty years
ago. Then when you got to Fourth and Fifth streets yon came to
bushes, and Chotean’s pond was before you. Now I looked over that

t city throbbing with the mighty struggle of commercial life.
hen I remembered there was not a railroad in that country, and
that we struggled in through a mud unparalleled beyond the Amer-
ican bottom. Now the trains thundemrin on twenty railroads, and
made everythini; quiver as they swept over the great bridge. Away
down the river lay the fleets of vessels and barges. The banks were
environed by elevators, warehouses, wharves. Who planted and
this commerce ¥ Who built this city? Who developed this
power and empire in the Mississippi Valley of which that eity is the
signet seal I Who were they? What were they?
mind was carried back to the primitive days of old Cahokaand
Kaskaskia; to the time when the men of Saint Louis went there to
buy goods; back to the time when the scattered French settlements
were all there wasof Enropean civilization in the Mississippi Valley;
back, back, until I could almost fancy I saw the skiff of Marquette
floating down the river.

Is there value in retrospect? We clutch these fragments close to
us while we breathe a prayer for the future of our country and mur-
mur: “ Yesterday, to-day, and forever.” Over the gravesof the em-
inent dead, of whom these works are but the handwriting, we pause
tothink. My own Btate had its troubles with Missouri in their time,
and I am too a}m}nd of that history to shed any tears on it; but, the
past redeemed and sanctified, we stand by the grave to admire and
sorrow with our sister-State. Gratified at her prosperity, emulous of
her enterprise, I for Kansas lay a chaplet of friendship and esteem
on the grave of LEWIS VITAL Y.

Mr. KNOTT. A variety of circnmstances, Mr. Speaker, seems to
render it peculiarly appropriate that I should avail myself of the
present mournful occasion to pay a brief but just tribute to the mem-
ory of the patriot and statesman whose publie services we would
gratefully commemorate and whose private virtues we would embalm
forever in the records of our country for the benefit of those who are
to suceeed us here when we, too, shall have gone to that nndiscovered
conntry from whose bourne no traveler returns. He was not only a
native of the State within whose borders, a friendless wanderer, L
step})ed upon the threshold of manhood, and whose generous people
I will remember with gratitude and affection as long as the vital
current animates this trame, but as the well-earned reward for a long
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and busy career of nsefulness in her service, his brow was crowned
with her brightest honors when tonched by the iey finger of death.

And more than this, it was in my own native State and among
those who have repeatedly honored me with a seat on this floor that
he fixed the finishing links in his armor and entered npon that long
and honorable career of which you have already been told so elo-
quently and so truthfully by his coll es who have preceded me.
But more than all, ““he was my friend, faithful and just to me,”

My personal acquaintance with Mr. Bogy commenced over twenty
years ago, and although ' the relations between us from that time to
the hourof his death were of the most kind and eordial nature, what
I wonld here record concerning the more distingnishing traits in his
character shall be freed as far as possible from the tinge of partial
friendship, for I know that even the voice of affection cannot “soothe
the dall, cold ear of death,” and I would scorn to mock the memory
of my friend with the language of fulsome adulation which if living
he would despise.

The most striking feature in the character of Mr, BoGy, the one

which more than all others distinguished him in his public and pri-
vate relations in life, the one indeed which furnishes the key to his
remarkably successful career, was his earnest, active, unfaltering
fealty to duty. Whether as the school-teacher in the quiet shades
of arural distriet in Kentuneky or the busy lawyer in the teeming
metropolis of his native State; whether as member of the common
council of Saint Lonuis or of the Senate of the United States, what-
ever daty demanded at his hands be set himself about with all the
energy of his nature and all the powers of his mind.
If duty called him to defend his eonscientions eonvictions of trath
and right, whether on the hustings or in the halls of legislation, what-
ever was the sacrifice to himself, whether triumph lured him with its
fascinating laurels or defeat stared him sternly in the face, what-
ever of time or money or honest effort it might cost, he flung himself
boldly into the arena and bore himself bravely and gallantly in the
contest.

This unwavering fealty to duty resnlted no doubt from the ardent,
impulsive, generons disposition for which he was peeuliarly conspic-
uous, conpled with an exquisite sense of honor which, inflnenced by
a careful religious education, kept his conscience ever singularly sen-
sitive to the various obligations imposed by his public and private
associations.

The same ardent and impulsive temperament, while it imparted
the warm glow of devoted affection to his domestic relations, made
him the earnest, active, enthusiastic friend, the enterprising, publie-
spirited citizen, proud of the grandeur and devoted to the rogress of
his native State, and the Senator whose patriotism comprehended the
interests and aspired to promote the pmslparity of the entire country.

He died as he had lived, a faithful, conscientious, consistent
member of the Catholic Church, without a single stain upon his
escutcheon as a dutiful son, an affectionate husband, a kind and in-
dulgent father, a faithful friend, a generous neighbor, a good citizen,
a devoted patriot, an unsullied statesman, an honest man, and a
Christian gentleman,

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Speaker, when men die who were dignified by
high trusts involving great responsibilities to the public it is emi-
neuntly fitting thatour enlogies upon them should be marked by a spirit
of sincerity and truthfulness. d if there were no elements of ehar-
acter by them to arrest attention and command commend-
ation it were better that they should be protected by the charitable
shield of silence.

Responding cordially to this sentiment and governed by a conscien-
tious responsibility for my utterances, I deem it a duty to speak in
eunlogy of the life and character of the deceased Senator, in respect
for whose memory the resolutions now before us were offered.

I knew him for several years quite well, and know sufficient of his
early life and peculiar characteristies to speak with some confidence
of the influences that developed his active and eventful manhood.

He was a descendant of Illinois ancestors. Of him we have the
somewhat astonishing annonncement to make that he, a man of sixty-
five years of age, was the son of native-born Illinois parents.

Senator BoGY, according to my estimate of him, was not by nature
a great genius, nor was he what is popularly denominated a brilliant
or highly eultivated man, and, in judgment, to attribute these
qualities to him would be not only untruthful but do injustice to his
memory.

He was a western man, and possessed in a high de the pecu-
liar characteristics of a pioneer civilization. Born and reared in the
midst of the unbroken wilderness, he was characterized by a rugged,
fearless nature that marked him in every stage of life and in every
pursuit in which he engaged as a strong, bold, and aggressive actor.

Such a man could not be confined fo precise technical formulas nor
brought within the range of severe methodical rules; But in that
strength and eourage that grasp and solve great practical questions
gif a pnlljlio or private character there were few men in this country

8 equal.

In the judgment of those most intimately acquainted with him
and of those who cherish his memory most fondly his character was
marked mainly by three distingmishing qualities : courage, integrity,
and Christian faith. ’

As to his courage, no man who ever looked into his ey and canght
& gleam of its firin and fixed determination could doubt that its pus-
sessor was & man strong in purpose and fearless in execution, one
whose objects sustained by conscientions convictions would be as-
serted with a resolution and intrepidify that no ordinary obstruc-
tions conld defeat.

His integrity is written npon every page of a long life illustrated
by prominent publie action and varied and important buosiness enter-
prises, during the whole course of which, in the language of his sue-
cessor in the Senate, who had known him intimately for more than
a third of a century, * his personal integrity and high sense of honor
were never questioned.”

Senator BogY was also a man of deep and earnest convictions, and
these convictions, always formed cautiously and with painstaking
care, became to him fixed and lasting rules of action.

In this eonnection I propose briefly to speak of his Christian faith.
His family were of French origin, and all of them of the Roman
Catholie religion. It was therefore his inherited faith. Baptized
in infancy by a priest of that church and nurtured carefully in child-
hood by adevout and pious mother, he became ardently devoted to it.
In faet, it was in his religion more strongly than elsewhere that we
have a striking proof of his strong, iniflexible nature. To it he clung
with an unyielding tenacity and a sincere and ardent devotion throngh
the whole course of a busy and eventful life. Tolerant always of the
opinions of others on all subjects, the special advocate of an unlim-
ited religions toleration, and in all things fully up to the progressive

e in which he lived, for himself he demanded, as a Christian man,
the right to worship God according to bis own conscience ; and in the
exercise of that riggt he sought his spiritual guide in the communion
of the Chureh that represented the faith of his ancestors. To him a
reformation that attacked the dogmas of faith of the universal
Church was a revolution, which, however kindly his sympathies
might be extended toward the sincere and pions men who proclaimed
it, was a source of division and discord, fruitful only of disorganiz-
g and disintegrating influences,

‘0 him the Church of his fathers was really and truly a “rule and
guide of faith,” and a refuge sccure and safe from the storms of rival
contentions and of angry disputations. To him it was the amplifica-
tion and ever-existing representative of the faith of the small circle
of humble followers who stood around the Great Master on the bor-
ders of ihe Sea of Galilee and received from His divine lips the ex-
ﬁlb?;d Christian commission of unity, sanctity, apostolicity, and catho-

city.

th a man possessed of a moral courage like his and with convic-
tions such as these, angry protestations and sueering deuials were
each and all alike unavailing.

Sir, this is not a fitting place nor appropriate occasion to enter the
field of religious controversy to determine whether his faith was
wisely or unwisely founded ; but I submit, with much counfidence in
the favorable judygmant of the good men of every creed, that its sin-
cerity and ardent zeal demand the highest admiration,

Mr. Speaker, I am quite sure that it would be a consolation to us
if we could now know that, when the deep shadows of death shall
have obscured us, kind friends could then truthfully say that in life
we possessed that courage that never quailed in human presence ;
that, panoplied in the strength of an honest manhood, we always
asserted and maintained a fearless and undaunted equality; bus
that, in the presence of the Great Judge, with head uncovered and
heart deeply humbled, we yielded ever the obedience and devotion
of little children.

Sir, we would like, when that solemn hour comes, that it could be
truthfully said of us that, with an unwavering faith and a trust and
confidence that no storms could shake, we embarked on the mystic
river withont a doubt and without a fear as to the bright harbor to
be reached on its unseen shore beyond.

I feel, sir, on this occasion and in this presence that so far as
human knowledge extends I am warranted in saying this of Senator
Boeay.

Mr. THROCKMORTON. Mr. Speaker, as a friend of the lamented
Senator whose death we this day deplore, I propose to contribute
something that may serve, in a slight degree, to perpetunate in the
memory of those who are fo come after us the higﬁeqlmliticaof head
and heart by that good and amiable man.

As the executive of Texas during a period of the deepest gloom
and humiliation of the people it e my duty to open a corre-
spondence with the national authorities relative to the Indians on the
borders of that State; that co ondence touching not only the
conduct of the wild tribes then making war on our ple, but also
the condition of small bands who had never lifted their hands against
the white race of the country, but who had by their long and sturdy
friendship for the white ple provoked aug brought upon thems-
selves the hatred and deag?yu enmity of the hostile tribes.

Senator BoGy was at that time Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
and through my correspondence with him my first acquaintance was
fdorl’m;ctll and my first conception of his high qualities of character

erived.

The position held was one of grave responsibility, and its doties
then, as now, were both delicate and difiicult. The officer charged
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with the snpervision of the relations existing between the Govern-
ment and the people of the United States and the aboriginal nations
of the country, embracing in the aggregate three hundred thousand
souls, distributed into a great number of tribes and scattered along
a border extending from Texas to Alaska and cnvarinﬁ an area of
many thousands of miles, should be possessed of the highest order of
administrative ability, conpled with a humane heart and a mind of
rare discrimination. Such characteristics I believe belonged to Sena-
tor BoGY in an eminent de, "

The partial acquaintance formed under the circumstances to which
I have referred was renewed and ripened when we subsequently met
in these halls, he as a Senator and I as a Representative of our re-
spective States.

The favorable estimate originally formed of his character was
strengthened and confirmed by subsequent personal intercourse and
by a somewhat close observation of his career as a public man.

He exhibited the same fullness and thoroughness of information
upon public affairs, the same healthful, sober judgment of public
measures, the same appreciation of the wants of the country and
tender consideration of the claims of humanity, and the same reso-
lute and independent discharge of the duties of publie trust that I
had before aseribed to him.

In no onedegree was I disappointed, but the estimate I had formed
of his character was heightened by a personal acquaintance.

Senator BoeY did not dazzle the country with his eloquence, nor
attract attention to himself by sensational utterances or startling
departures from the methods of the fathers, but he did impress npon
the popular mind broad, generons, and humane views; did enlighten
counsel, stimulate hope, and inspire confidence in the fortunes of the
Re ;}hlli_cf by the brave, patient, and hopeful spirit that marked his

ublic lile,

o As a public man he was fully alive to the wants of his own State,
considerate and thonghtful of the necessities of the great West, an
ardent advocate of liberal measures on the part of the General Gov-
ernment calculated to promote the commerce of the Mississippi Val-
ley, and warmly advocating such action on the part of the Govern-
ment as would insure a speedy connection by means of railways be-
tween the Mississippi River and the distant States and Territories of
the Government. But, ardent as he was in favor of measures promo-
tive of the interests of his own immediate section, his patriotism and
statesmanship were broad and liberal enough to embrace every section
of onr country.

He was tenacious of his views, earnest in the advocacy of what he
believed to be right, and energetic in whatever he undertook to
accomplish.

Senator BoGy was honest and eapable. In his death the National
Leg’ialntum has lost one of its most industrious and useful members
and the country a citizen of the loftiest character, whose intelligent
and conscientions discharge of duty entitles him to the love and
respect of his countrymen.

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Mr, Speaker, I should be numindful of
the strong promptings of love for a dead friend and indifferent to the
duty I owe to the State which honored Senator Bo6Y with its high-
est trast, if I did not avail myself of the privilege of this oceasion to
testify my appreciation of his private worth and public virtues.

Senator BoGY was a native Missourian, having been born at the
French town of Sainte Genevieve in the year 1813, seven years before
the admission of the State of Missonri into the Union. He came of
ancesfors who settled in the far West more than a hundred years ago.
‘While he was denied the opportunity and advantage of early intel-
lectual training, he inherited that bold, self-reliant, and aspiring man-
hood which so distingnished those daring voyageurs who conquered
the great West from savage dominion and gave it to this generation
to refine and build up into the wondrons civilization which the
Mississippi Valley presents to-day.

From this rude and nnpromising beginning he began his life-work
with the energy and hopefulness of one who aspires to great achieve-

ments. When a boy he commenced that rigid system of self-calture,

and discipline which expanded a mind naturally strong so that he
attained il:l early manhood a breadth and eomprehensiveness of mind
which made him a marked man in the political strnggles of his State
and gave promise of his future eminence. He was ambitious to be
of serviee to his conntry but never a place-hunter, and was frequently
chosen by his politieal friends to lead the forlorn hope of certaic
defeat, on which occasions he came to the front of battle upholdin
the banner of his party with the firmness and gallantry of the train
veteran. He was unusually active in his temperment, and took a
deep interest in all that concerned his State, ever on the alert to
defeat a policy which menaced the interests of his constituents and
unflinching in his zeal in the advocacy of all great measures which
promised the development of industrial enterprise.

While he was full of that sweet charity which made him tolerant
of the opinions of others, always tmting a political opponent with
the most refined and prinecely courtesy, he was lion-like in his cour-
age and firm as the rock in the conviction that the fundamental
principles of his party were the perfection of republican government,
always finding him their consistent and uncompromising adherent—
not the blind and blatant adherence of the demagogue, but the earn-
est, conscientious follower of the convictions of isjmigment. As in

rivate life he acknowledged no higher law than devotion to duty,
n political action he knew no higher law than the Constitution of
his country, and songht only to satisfy his ambition by a faithful and
laborious discharge of the trosts confided to his keeping. Hence his
views of publie policy were generous, broad, and statesmanlike, look-
ing to the good of his whole country rather than to classes and sections.

He was not a finished speaker, but a rare and fascinatiug talker,
and never failed to impress his views, both in conversation and de-
bate, with marked originality and force. With these characteristics
he justly earned a national reputation during his short career in the
United States Senate as an able and conscientious representative of
his State.

But as his publie life and acts have been fully treated of by distin-
guished gentlemen who have preceded me I turn from that field
to the more inviting and congenial theme of his private and social
virtues, for it is with these that our dead friend is especially em-
balmed in our memory. Itis a task of love to speak of him as a
friend, as a companion as well as a teacher and iunspirer of landable
ambitions of his young associates, as the substantial friend of the
weak and defanaefeas, the helper of the helpless, and as one of God's
almoners of all the eweet charities of life.

Few can miss the light of his presence and his nnobtrusive counsel
more than myself, who had learned not only to honor the sincerity
of his purpose, his unswerving integrity, his fidelity to friends and
convietions, but to love and revere him for his sweet amiability of
character, his goodness of heart, his unaffected piety, in short for all
those qualities which rescue human nature from the sneers of the
bad and eynical. He was a Missourian, proud of the State of his
nativity and justly prond of its confidence in him, always turning
with a lover’s eyes to the friends who had lifted him from obscurity
to the highest honors in their gift. He had a keen sense of honor,
with a sovereign and nnfeigning contempt for all that was little and
mean, and in the fearless loyalty of Lis heart never deserted a friend.

But it was with the home-bred charities of the heart, in the sweet
retiracy of domestic endearments, that our friend’s character chiefl
claims our admiration, always returning with ever-increasing reli
to the delights and enjoyments of that sacred penctralia where loving
wife and children pined for his return.

When from his stricken associate at Richmond, Indiana, there
reached him in the last days of his fenancy of a sorely-racked body
a te‘legmghio message axpresainti solicitude to learn that he was im-
proving, his eye lighted up with a smile of forgiveness and sympa~
thy as he dictated an assuring response. Both, as it were, clasping
forgiving hands on the borders of the unknown, have passed out to
the pale realms from which we receive no responses, no tidings. The
one, almost for a life-time in the forefront of battle, has been ex-
travagantly praised and censorionsly censured. The other, entering
official life but a few years ago, had but just begun to fulfill the ex-
pectancy of watchful friends.

Opportunity, the handmaid of renown, had waited upon the one,
and it was the belief of friends who knew Senator Bogy well in that
greatest of arenas, the Senate, he wonld have found his opportanity,
had he been spared longer for the battle. Missouri may send men
of equal or greater ability to that angust body to which she has ac-
credited a Benton, a Green, a Linn, and a Geyer, but she will never
Elaoe there a man of purer purpose, of a more exalted conception of

is duties and responsibilities as a representative, of a more unbend-
ing integrity or unflinching patriotism than he whose loss we deplore
and whose memory we now commemorate.

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Speaker, the lateness of the hour and the knowl-
edge that others who perhaps can speak more intelligently than my-
self of the virtues of the illustrions dead are to follow me warns me
that I must Le brief. These virtues have been recited by fongunes
far more eloquent than mine. Missouri has come and from the lips
of her distinguished sons, who so well represent here her honor
and her interest, has voiced the great woe she feels as she stands to-
day above the open-mouthed grave of her illustrions son. Other
commonwealths have come, neighboring commonwealths represented
by those who knew the illustrions Senator better than myself and
have spoken of him words that I wish I might as fittingly speak.
But I do not deem it inappropriate that the voice of Louisiana shonld
swell this funeral ery that up to-day and that her tears shonld
mingle with those that are falling npon this bier, for I do remember,
gir, that when she was voiceless and silent here, when she was mis-
represented at the otherend of the Capitol, that Senator Bogy in the
hour of her peril and her trial held with well-nerved arm the wgis of
the Constitution above her stricken form and spoke brave and great
words for her disenthrallment and for her peace.

Mr. Speaker, it was not my fortune to have known Senator BoGy
intimately. When I came here to take my seat amongst the hnmblest
of the members of the Forty-fourth Conﬁrm I met him and had
that casnal acquaintance with him which the members of the re-
spective branches of Congress often have where no particular busi-
ness interests or social opportunities bring them together closely. It
was not until the unpleasant prominence into which my State was
forced by her peculiar relations to the electoral count and to all the
exciting questions growing out of the last Presidential election, and
when Senator BoGy appealed to me for some knowledge of her laws
and statutes, that I knedr him wel.
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Afterward a measnre of great importance to the entire Mississippi
Valley drew us together, and it was then that I learned to measure
him and to appreciate him. As briefly as I can, Mr. Speaker, I pro-

ose to utter now my estimation of him. As a man I found him
rank, brave, and truthful. He was brave enough to stand alone
when he believed he was right. 'When his convictions and his jodg-
ments combined told him that he was right he never counted friends,
neither did he number his opposing foes.
I found him ever honest. Idiscovered tha#, perhaps from his orgin
and because of the stirring pioneer scenes and associations of his
early life, there was in him that rn honesty which never would
bend to the supple requirements of this late day. I saw, too, the
dand salientfeatures of that Spartanintegrity which neverconld
effaced or toned down from iheir original proportions.

Born of French ancestry, he was ardent, impulsive, warm-hearted,
and enthusiastic, quick to resent an injury, and yet ever ready to for-

ive when the amende wasmade. I found him always ready to extend
the hand of friendship and kindness to the younger members of this
Honse who gathered about him, and I was indebted to him more
than once for much of friendly counsel and advice with regard to my
OWIl course.

The virtues of Senator BoGY, as son, as hushand, and as father,
have been spoken of here. There is one noble and beauntiful trait of
his eharacter which it is well for us all to recall and to remember ;
that which was so eloquently and beautifully alluded to by my
friend from North Carolina, [ Mr. WADDELL, ] who has already spoken.
It was his love for his mother. Mr. 8 er, it too often happens
that we, especially when fortune and fame smile npon us, are apt to
forget her who gave us birth, or to think lightly and carel of
that beautiful dream of our childhood ; to be nnmindful of that love
which follows us everywhere, which smiles when we smile, which
weeps when we weep, which comes to us when sorrow, misfortune,
even when guilt or shame may overtake us; which wraps us in the
immortal mantle of her affection, seeing only her child, refusing to
believe the appearance or even the proof of guilt. Or if we do not
forget, we remember only when the world has grown so dark and
life so weary, when there come memories of misspent hours, of
wasted time, of neglected opportunities, when innocence and youth
seems so far away. In those weary times it is that we call out to
her even as we do to God ; that we would bring back this beantiful
vision of our childhood, that we would woo her from the shadowy
past; that we confess to her how weary we are of “sowing that
others may reap,” of “flinging away our soul’s wealth,” and ask her
to take us back to her breast and make us all young and loving and
innocent again.

Senator BoGy never forgot his mother. He kept his promise to
her; he realized thagledga of his boyhood, and laid at her feet his
commission as United States Senator. To him maternal love was a
steady lamgrt-hat. shone all through his life and was a guide to his
fuotsteps. To him it was a hallowed memory that kept his heart
ever fresh, warm, and pure, His devotion to his child has already
been s}wken of. Itis said by those who knew him well that the first
sign of his decay 1n himself occurred after the death of his beloved
daughter. Like a careful gardener who has seen some beautiful
plant grow up beneath his care, has noted its petals open and unfold
into beautiful maturity, and when it dies he almost wishes to die
with it; and in its deeay takes prophetic premonition of his own
approaching end; or like some vine that has clung so closely about
ihe trunk of the oak until the two lives are absolutely intermingled
and interwoven, when torn rudely and violently away it leaves its
parent-tree a prey to enemies that turn its strength to decay and
wither all its glories. So when the rude hand of death tore his child
away from Benator Bogy’s heart it sent its own fatal chill to the
fountain of that great and noble life.

As a legislator Senator BOGY was a man of large, liberal, and en-
lightened views. Particularly was he devoted to the interests of
the great Mississippi Valley. Surely never did the heart of Israel’s
L:rop et kindle at the thought of that Jordan-watered land which

ad been given by God to him and his children, as a heritage to them
forever, more than did the heart of Senator Bogy kindle at the
splendid possibilities of that fertile land whose ribs form the water-
sheds of continents, whose chief life-vein is that rushing inland Mis-
sissippi sea, whose blood-valves are lakes with voice and expanse
like oceans, whose soil is the breast which the famished nations of
the world ean gather and draw sustenance. It was to the interests
of this valley, to the splendid possibilities of that portion of our
land, that his heart ever turned with delight. Particularly do I re-
member how he noted carefully the progress made in the improve-
ments at the mouth of the great river.

I well recall me now with what enthusiasm he talked of the day
when, beneath the genius of Eads, the water of that mighty stream
shounld cnt the last shackle that binds the imperial West and the
majestic South to the car-wheels of insolent monopoly and free them:
when the great brown-winged and black-breasted birds of commerce,
no matter how heavily laden, might, from ocean’s rugged breast to
river's peaceful bosom, come and go, and furl their storm-bronzed
wings by the wharves of tlie great cities that margin the border of
the stream.

How vividly also do I recall his tireless endeavor for the develop-
ment of our commercial resources. He properly divined the cause of

the stagnation of business. He saw with true and just eye why it
was that furnace-fires were dying; why it was that industry’s strong
arm was falling in helpless paralysis, and why, in this land of plenty,
there was a cry for bread and labor. He knew that it was the over-
stimulated productive powers of the country and the inadegnate
cominercial circulation; and he knew that we must have a market
for our surplus products or that stagnation and paralysis wounld still
continue, Therefore he was very urgent in his advocaey of a line of
steamers to Brazil; and he spoke to me of the shame which should
mantle the brow of every American that the American flag was almost
unknown in the balm{ winds of those ic seas and that the com-
merce of that rich South American country should be gathered by people
who live so far away that the sun never shines on both lands at once,
while we, basking in the same sun-bath with those South American
states, had no commerce with them and were almost excluded from
their ports. It was due to his energy and his tireless perseverance
that that measure the Senate. And though that measure suf-
fered strangulation in the close grip of this economical House, yet
none the less credit is due to the tireless energy, patience, and states-
manlike foresight of Senator BoGy in i b:;{iu measure,

Mr. Speaker, his friends do not claim for him that he was a great
orator, yet I remember that once when assailed in the Senate of the
United States he spoke with energg', with truth, with earnestn
with that flash of eye and ring of voice and that enthusiasm o
manner which then lifted him almost to the heights of sublime elo-

nence. Nor do I claim for him that he was one of those Vulcans,

e sturdy r'mp[;of whose strokes is heard adown the centuries, beat-
ing out great thoughts and great principles. The demands of these
times are rather for the earnest, plodding man of detail, the indus-
trious man of detail and of labor, than for the man of dazzling
E:mi:m. It is Harder to be a giant than it was in the days agone.

wen Meredith, in Lucille, has very beautifully and truthfully said:

The dwarf on the dead giant's shoulders sees more
Than the live giant's eye-sight availed to explore.

The rapid transit of news and intelligence, the easy commingling
of remote people, the teeming printing-press, the thousands of books,
and the easy acquisition of knowledge Enve raised the masses. The
level of the people is higher and it is more diffienlt for your giant to
appear above the mass than in former days. The demand of these
times, as I have said, is for the man of labor, the man of detail, the
man of care, the man of method, the man close enongh to his peo-
ple to see their wants and necessities and with the tireless energy to
supply those wants and necessities. Benator BoGY was that kind of
man; and if he filled full well the measure of his life, if hisstrength
was as his days demanded, then what prounder tribute could be paid
to the greatest man in the annals of the race?

The gifted and tender Dickens,above the grave of a young and
lovely being, whose life was all a God-written poem, has said :

‘When death strikes down the innocent and young, for every fragile form from
which he sets the panting spirit free a thousand virtues rise in shapes of mercy,
love, and truth to walk the earth and bless it. Of every tear that surviving mor-
tals shed o'er snch green graves some good is born, some guileless nature comes.
In the destroyer’s pathway there spring up bright crea tures that defy his power,
and his dark pathway becomes a way of light to heaven.

The thought is a very beauntiful one; and if we may extend the
spirit of the thou?ht., then, indeed, will not from this grave of Sena-
tor BoGY arise splendid forms of integnl;H impulses of honesty and
of trnth, of nobility of character that s { be felt by the generations
that are to follow? Though dead, will he not speak to the people
who are to come after him?

There is one sweet thonght for his friends. About his grave may
gather with unfeigned regret (every bitterness vanished, every par-
tisan feeling gone) men of every race, men of every shade of politi-
cal opinion, men of all political parties. Mr. Speaker, if he gave
hard blows they were always in defense of the Constitution of his
country or of the weak and the oppressed. No plundered common-
wealth stands above lLis grave to-day with burning memories and
with bitter tears feeling how t the burden of that charity which
bids them be silent and forbids the impulse to crown his grave with
the immortelles of abiding hate. No, no; above Senator BoGy's
grave there lives no bitter thonght or memory.

Mr. Speaker, let us endeavor to emulate his virtue ; let us endeavor
to so live that we may hear the call of the Great Reaper even as he
heard it, calling us away to the spirit land, and that we may go as he
did, “not like the quarry slave, scourged to his dungeon,” but

Like one that wraps the drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreamsa.

Mr. REA. Mr. Speaker, the services of this hour furnish material
for solemn reflection.

The nation’s Representatives in this Hall to-day render just tribute
to the memory of LEw1s ViTAL BoGy, late a Senator from the State of
Missouri.

He died at his residence in the city of Saint Louis on the 20th day
of September, 1577, in the sixty-fifth year of hisa

He was born on the 9th day of April, 1813, in Sainte Genevieve,
now Sair te Genevieve County, in the State of Missouri, and was of
French descent. His opportunities in early life for the acquisition of
an eduecation were meager, but he industriously availed himself of
such means of education as the schools in that new country afforded.
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He read law in the office of the late Nathaniel Pope, judge of the
United States district eourt, and afterward became a student in the
law schoul at Lexington, Kentucky, where he graduated in 1535,
Soon after he had graduated, he opened an office in Saint Louis and
entered upon the practice of law with success.

He held a numberof positions of honor and trust in his city and State
and also under the Federal Government prior to his election to the
Senate of the United States in 1873, all of which he filled with honor
to himself and his country. It is said of him that more than forty
years before he was elected Benator he formed the determination to
qualify himself for the Senate and to work for that end until he ar-
rived at the age of sixty years if necessary to obtain the coveted
position. This was a landable and honorable ambition, and amidst
all the vicissitudes and uncertainties of this life he lived to gratify
that ambition.

Althongh I lived in thesame State with the deceased for about one-
third of a century I did not form Lis personal acquaintance until in
the month of February, 1875, when I met him in this city. Durin
the Forty-fourth Congress, while I was a member of this House an
he a member of the Senate, he and I became well and intimately ac-
quainted. I often during that time visited his rooms, and always
found him agreeable and courteous. The more I became acquainted
with him the more I appreciated his qualities of head and Leart.

I believe he was a patriot and sincerely desired the peace and pros-

erity of the people, not only of his own State, but of the whole

nion. He took a deep interest in public questions and had an opin-
ion upon almost every question. o [

In my judgment he was conservative in his political views and was
deeply impressed with the necessity of peace and a full restoration
of confidence and good-will between the people of the North and
South, under the Constitution and laws, and believed that pacific
measures were best calenlated to promote the desired end.

He was a man of more than ordinary ability, with strong convie-
tions, and was ever quick and ready to defend and maintain those
oonvictions; always bold, but courteous in debate.

Mr. Speaker, we are reminded upon this occasion of the uncertainty
of life and the certainty of death ; of the truth of the inspired words,
it is appointed unto man once to die.” To this proposition the minds
of all yield a willing assent; there is no dispute as to its truth.

The graves of countless millions, who have passed beyond the river
of life into the valley of death, and the evidences of decay among
the living of those laboring nn(ier disease and old age, all verify the
universal ﬂ accepted truth that all men must die.

The path of life is strewn with innumerable dangers all along its
wending way. The enemies and destroyers of human life are count-
less, and are concealed in secret ambush all along the journey of life
from the eradle to the grave, ever ready to seize upon their victims,

When we contemplate the innumerable dangers to which our lives
have been subjected as we journeyed along we are terror-stricken
and wonder that we arestill living. How many hair-breadth escapes
has each one of us undergone! Each one can recall many incidents
of danger to his life, but it is doubtless true that the life of every
individual has been exposed to an innumerable number of dangers
that were and are unknown. We are ready to exclaim that in the
midst of life we are in death. Death and decay are all around us.

The living should contemplate the shortness of human life. When
they do so they will be admonished that there is no iime to be wasted
in idleness or in doing that which is worse, Compare the duration
of the life of man with the duration of time as known to the human
mind by and throngh the agencies of history and science, and how
infinitesimal it becomes. In an effort to compare the daration of hu-
man life with the bonndless and illimitable eternity the human mind
is lost in incomprehensibility.

Oh, how little time there is for man to work! How short the time
in this life for the growth of the human mind and the acquisition of
knowledge and wisdom! How short the time for doing good! There
is o time for doing evil without irreparable loss. There is no time
for idleness and inattention. We are admonished to * work while
it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work.” In the terse
langnage of Prentiss:

There is no for relief from the greatlaw which dooms us to the dost; we
floarish and fade as the leaves of the forest, and the leaves that bloom and wither
in a day have no frailer hold upon life than the mightiest monarch that ever shook
the earth wit, his footst 3 tions of men will appear and disappear as the
grasa, and the multitnde that throngs the world to-day will disap as the foot-
steps on the shore. Men seldom think of the great event of death until the shad-
ows fall across their own pathway, hiding from their eyes the faces of loved oues
whose loving smile was the sunlight of their existence. Death is the antagonistof
life, and the cold thoughtof the tomb is the skeleton of all feasts. We do not want
to go through the dark valley, althongh its dark passage may lead to paradise; we
do not want to lie down in the damp grave, even with princes as bed-fellows.

In the beautiful language of the poet :
Our lives are rivers, %lédin'ﬂ free
To that unfathomed, boundless sea,
The silent grave.
Thither all earthly pomp and boast
Roll, to be swallowed up and lost
In one dark wave.

Mr. Speaker, LEW1s VITAL BoGY is dead. His voice will be heard
no more in the other end of this Capitel, neither will his voice ever
‘again be heard in the social cirele, nor in the place most sacred to
all the good, the family circle. His lips are sealed in death. His

body sleeps in Calvary Cemetery, in the suburbs of the city of
Saint Louis. The people of my beloved State mouarn his loss. Peace
be to his spirit.

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, death has invaded the Senate
of the United States in two notable instances since the last Congress
adjourned. Indiana and Missour: have deeply felt the intrusion, and
in their common sorrow have been drawn together as loving mothers
to mourn the death of their honored Senators. Death is a common
leveler of all. It enters the palace of the rich and the hovel of the
poor with the same indifferent step and the loved ones of such fade
away under its touch into the dust of the valley. Senators and states-
men upon whose words millions have hung with eager ears in their
fierce forensic combats for fame, for policies, and power, are as unable
to resist its mandates as the babe that sleeps in its weakness upon its
mother's bosom. It is the most successful conqueror of all. It
awaits the trinmph of earth’s greatest leaders until the applause of
mankind has made its hero drunken with praise, and then by its tonch
it scatters the weak ones and makes the great and the strong waste
away as the morning dew. No mortal was nor will ever be beyond
its reach. As the first man, so must the last be obedient to its jur-
isdiction. Whenever it appears in this Hall or elsewhere, how deeply
hushed is the voice of anger, how still is the pen of censure !

This is a beautiful trait in human nature. All are willing that the
evils done in this life shall be buried in the grave of the decedent
and his virtues only be left to bloom and blossom over the paths of the
living. These two Senators had their fanlts like mankind in general,
were full of the frailties of human nature, yet they each possessed many
emwinent virtues. In battle they were the fiercest warriors ; in mo-
ments of truce they were as ealm and gentle toward each other as
men of force and gallantry always are. Thney stood as resolute and
uncompromising leaders in the Senate only a few months , Con-
tending like giants for the great stake of t{na Presidency, giving and
receiving blows that shook our conntry from verge to center, and
almost caused—

Red battle to stamp her foot and nations feel the shock,

each in all probability incurring the fatal disease in the struggle.
And yet, when the controversy was over and the victory won, in the
contest of words and law rather than in blood and pain, both retired
from the scene, that grand gaudia certaminis, wearied and worn, never
to return again. They were friends when in the Senate, and great-er
friends upon their death-beds. The one was confined during his last
illness at Richmond, Indiana, and the other at Saint Louis, Missouri.
Each was daily inquisitive about the condition of the other, and as
each grew worse words of comfort and confidence passed by mail and
by wire from one to the other. Governor Morton’s last telegram to
Senator Bogy was received a few moments after the latter had died,
and when so advised, he was deeply affected and murmured a short
rayer for his peaceful rest. Missouri, in the presence of her dead
nator, tenders to Indiana her words of grief and sorrow, and here
renews the hope that the elevated friendship that existed between
their Sepators in life, and so beautifully closed with their deaths,
should be but the commencement of a broader and deeper friendship
between the peoples of these two great Western States, so grandly sit-
nated for agricultural and commercial purposes, and which are alrea.ly
bound together by so many ties of blood, interest, and commerce.

Governor Morton was the extraordinary man of this age. He
never followed in anything; always led with surpassing ability and
boldness, His great State will rally around his name as Kentucky
does around that of Mr. Clay. When in battle of words he hit hard
licks, as such battles with him meant war and war meant blood. In
the social circle he was as kind and gentle as a woman, always pleas-
ing, never provoking. Although directing millions of money ie never
Eulluted his fingers with one dollar that did not belong to him. He

ad great fanlts, he had great virtues. Peace to Oliver P. Morton!

Indiana and Missouri are two great factors in national supremacy,
located as they are in the center of an immense empire. As the
streams of each mingle together at last in one grand river and are
forever lost in that one, diversified althongh they may once have
been in their native States, so may our struggles, our hopes, our
interests, at last be centered inour national greatness, and all be riahly
consummated in a “ Union, one and inseparable, now and forever.”
Castellar, that man of genius and humanity, said in a letter of con-
dolence to Madame Thiers, after the death of her world-renowned
husband :

France loses her first statesman, liberty her most prodent defender, the republie
its zedl leader, Europe a glorious name which holds a foremost title on the
contiment, humanity one of its lights which by their brightness paled the stars of
heaven, less luminous than great souls.

This is the language of human apotheosis unfitted to our age, our
people, our country. Yet to-day, over the freshly made graves of the
deceased Senators, there are followers of each who are willing to reite-
rate the same langnage about their deceased leaders, 1t may be the
sentimentalism of love, to a certain extent, from bruised hearts and
lacerated feelings poured forth in words of praise in their moments
of sorrow. Yet it is not manly to condemn such admiration, as it is
the noblest sentiment of human nature that survives the fall. It is

natural to love our dead, whether our own blood, our kindred, or our
leaders. Men differed as to the honesty, sagacity, and ability of each
of those S8enators, and in moments of excitement severely eriticised
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their public and private acts; but as they have been gathered to their
reward, where mistakes are never made, judgments never reversed,
we should bid them live forever unvexed and unwearied by the song
of praise or the criminations of langnage. They are beyond the
reach of either.
Can storied urn or animated bust,
Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath?

Can honor’a voice proveke tho silent tlual;,i
Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death?

The praises of the dead never fret the living. So with each no
words of contention will be provoked. The verge of the grave should
ever be the limit of severe criticism. When God’s voice is heard
man’s should be stilled.

Senator BoGY died at his residence in Saint Louis on the 20th day
of September, 1877, in full ion of his mental faculties, sur-
mm:d%d by his family, his friends, and his Church, that t minis-
tering angel which stands to-day and has for eighteen centuries stood
at the bedside of the living and the dying, on every continent,
under every sun, ever pointing in solemn majesty to Him who is the
resurrection and the life. Senator BoGY was well known in Missouri,
was greatly respected in every tof it. He was born in Sainte
Genevieve, Missouri, on the 9th day of April, 1813, in the midst of
the most cnltivated part of the then Territory of Missouri. His ad-
vantages for education at that early day, in that sparsely settled part
of the country, were limited. He availed himself of the best school
within his reach and means, a Catholic school at Perryville, Missouri,
and soon by his energy and ability became one of the best scholars
in that unpretentious school. At the age of fourteen he became a
victim to white-swelling in his right leg, which so completely pros-
trated him for eighteen months that he was unable to leave his bed.

It was during those long, painful months that he filled his mind
with those rich stores of history, legend, and song which ever after-
ward made him the antocrat in the social cirele, at the bar, in the
forum, in the Senate. His attending physician during his illness was
Dr, Lewis F. Linn, an accomplished gentleman and surgeon, who
afterward became United States Senator from Missouri. Dr. Linn,
discovering in his suffering patient a boy of rare promise, of stron
mind, of graceful manners, of sweet voice, of genial disposition, o
ambitions hopes, at once advised him to study law., He consunlted
his parents about the important step, and they, acquiescing in the

roposition, sent him with an old family friend, William Shannon, to
Easmkia, Illinois, to pursue the study with Nathaniel Pope, then
judge of the United States district court and ing the best law
and miscellaneous library in that section of the country. Young
BoGy, without nndue pride, properly measuring his own inherent
powers and feeling the deep imfpu ses of his own aspirations to make
a man worthy of the ho of his parents and friends, wrote and
sent to his mother the following letter, so si]g:.:.}ﬁcaut, so plain, so
worthy of imitation by the young men of our land:

BTE. GEXEVIEVE, January 16, 1832,

On this day Ileft home, under ulnr*: of Mr. William Shannm?m old friend of
my father, to go to Kaskaskia to read law in the office of Judge Pope. :lly educa-
tion is limited, but with hard study I may overcome it. I am determined to try;
and my intention is to return to my native State to practice law if I can ?u.nlify
myself, and, while doing so, to work to become United States Bemator for my
native State and to work for this until I am sixty years old. I will pray God to
T L T R R B
bt £ T o 'L Rwis -V, POGY,

This is but another instance of what determination and application
can do. No boy, in this or any age, ever determined with a bold and
tireless resolution to accomplish any fact, reach any point, attain any
position in life, that it was not done. The resolution must not be a
feeble one, the licks struck must not be feeble ones, such as bend
pins or crush straws, but must be that faith that removes mountains
the resolution that surmounts all obstacles, the blows that weld
great pieces of iron together, the will that says there is no such word
as “fail.” Who but a mother, sweet blessed mother, wounld have pre-
served for so many long years that little parcel of paper, written in
a boyish hand, inspired by a boyish dream, so worthless then, so val-
uable after its fuifillment? Others would have thrown it aside as
the dreamings of a visionary Loy, but that mother laid it away,
embalmed in her sacred tears, with a mother’s prayers, with a moth-
er'’s hopes, How often are a mother’s hopes, a moh]{e.r’a tears, the pre-
monition * of coming events.”

Mrs. Bogy died before the son commenced his npward career, be-
fore he became “United States Senator for his native State.” No
man ever had truer, bolder, wiser friends anywhere than Senator
BoaY had in Southeast Missouri, and those peogle never had a truer,
nobler, wiser defender than Senator BoGy. BSuch friendship, such
fidelity is worthy of the people, is worthy of their leader. 'l'hefy made
the boy a Senator and he made himself an eloquent defender of them.
People as well as occasions make some men great, in fact, create men
for great p The enthusiasm of the French made Napoleon
great, and he in return made France great by reason of that enthu-
siasm. If Senator BoGy was not possessed of a national repntation
when elected Senator from his native State, he was familiarly known
all over the State, he had served in the Legislature of Missouri, and
was the equal and peer of snch men as Blair, Rollins, Doniphan, and
Hall,sa.stl;mve, eloquent, and able men as ever graced the fornm of
any State.

Early imbibing whig doctrines from such leaders as Clay, Wehster,
Clayton, and Ewing, he was ever ready to defend all legitimate
schemes of internal and foreign commerce, and to him we in Missouri
owe much titude for the advanced ition of our railroad and
manufacturing systems, for he believed, as far back as 1832, that
“ Missonri was destined to become the leading Commonwealth of the
Union.” He had t and abiding faith in Missouri, her external
and internal wealth, her immense capacities and possibilities, and
had not the evils of unwise financial legislation rested so heavily
upon her his brightest anticipations wonlrf have been realized in his
lifetime. Heloved his native State with childish idolatry, and would
resent any reflection ngﬂn its capacity or honor, its intelligence and
its morality. When a law student at Lexington, Kentucky, in 1834,
a New England minister who had been traveling throngh Indiana,
Illinois, and Missouri delivered a lecture on the * Far West” at Lex-
ington, and spoke disparagingly of Saint Louis, “its commerce and
business,” of its religion and morality, of the abandoned character of
the Jews, French, and Catholic Church. Mr. BoGY, then only about
twenty years old, was in the audience, which was iarge and intelli-
gent. He listened to the lecturer with some patience until he ani-
madverted upon the women of his State with nnbecoming severity,
whieh so aroused the fiery zeal of his nature that he jumped from
his seat and in a loud voice exclaimed, * Now, stop, gir! I pronounce
;vol‘l:i”you say about Saint Louis and its people an absolute false-

There was consternation. The minister was sl He pansed some
time and then expressed a hope that he would not meet again with such a rude
and unwonted interruption. Mr, BoGy's friends tried to quiet him, but he got up
again and said, “As long as you only slandered men I could stand it, but when you
speak of my countrywomen in the way you did I had to rebuke you and shall do o
again if yon dare to insult them again.” There wasa distinct murmur of applanse
in the andience, and the minister brought his lecture to a rather prematuore close.

It was the spirit of the man developed in the boy at that early
aﬁf' 1t exhibited itself in every phase of his life, whether in the
school-room, at the bar, in the Legislature, or in tile Senate of the
United States. No clearer sentences ever rang out npon the ear of
thpdSena.w than when, in a moment of great national excitement, he
said :

8ir, the names of Jema and Norbury have come down to us in English his-
h;:'y for ages t, cov with dhﬂca and shame because they were corrupt
judges ; and the name of that man who changed his vote upon that commission so
as to chm“ﬁ: tho votes of Florida from Tilden to Hayes |Justice Bradley] will go
down to r-ages covered with equal shame and di . His name will be as-
sociated with Norbory and Jeffreys, linked mﬁﬂmr by a chain of infamy, and
never will it be pronounced without a hiss from all good men in this country.

As to the poliey or impolicy of the utterance I have nothing to
say at this time. I only use it as an illustration of his boldness
and fearlessness when he believed a great wrong was being done.

Senator Bogy was a man of enlarged views ; nothing small or illib-
eral abont him ; never looking for motes or blemislies in the char-
acter of any man, never questioning the character of any one withont
cause ; never making unbecoming remarks about ladies, ever treat-
ing them with knightly courtesy and unsuspecting confidence ; as

entle and kind to children as a mother, and always ready to view

uman nature with a half-closed eye, and was ever more ready to de-
fend than to prosecute, to justify than to villify; had buat little pa-
tience with a man claiming to be without faunlts, withont regrets, for
he said no man could be §°°d without having feelingsof regret every
day of his life because of some inconsiderate expression,some rash
act. He an unuosually well-balanced mind and temper;
seldom irritated or irritable, always bright and cheerful at his own
fireside and in the social circle, believing, as I have often heard him
say, that life was too short for a man to make himself or others miser-
able by harsh remarks and vulgar passions ; although a warm partisan,
ever ready to defend his political and religious creeds with chivalrous
alacrity, yet his urbanity and earnestness were so distinguished as to
secure even the respect of his opponents, He had few enemies any-
where, many friends everywhere. His life was full of sweetness at
home and abroad, ever marking him as a prince and a gentleman, a

atriot and a Christian, a statesman and a Senator; never, even in the

t days of his life, when misfortunes gathered fast and thick around
him, when the sharpened pains of the fatal disease were less than the

angs of a troubled mind, forgetting that he was a gentleman and a
tor. Such a man cannot be unmade, cannot be broken down.

Not all the water in the rough rude sea
Can wash the balm from an ancinted king.

His life was a model one, worthy of severe imitation by the old as
well as the young, and his memory shounld long be treasured in our
own great State. His life may not have been as resplendent with
some one marked deed, some one noted charity,some one brilliant
speech as often gave great reputation to some men ; but it was filled

the way from manhood to the grave with thousands of noble
deeds, thonsandsof heaven-recognized charities, and countlessspeeches
of the sweetest purity and happiest results. He has left his impress
on society, that will long survive him and be a rich heritage to his
children.

Mr. Speaker, noble deeds will be reported, distinguished services will
be remembered, the works of good men follow them. Some one has
uttered the golden thought that—

The planet, the pebble, goes attended by its shadow. The rolling rock leaves
its track upon the mountain, the river its cha.nel in the soil, the mﬁnnl its bones
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in the stratum, the fern and the leaf its modest epitaph in the coal. The falling
makes its er in the sand or stone; not a foot steps in the snow or

along the ground but prints in characters moro or less lasting a map of its march,

anil every act of the man inscribes itself in the memories of his fellows. The air

ia full of sounds, the sky of tokens, the ground is all memoranda and si

and every objeet is covered over with hints which speak to the intelligent.

Senator BoGY as a Senator never forgot that he was once an un-
known school-teacher in the mountains of Kentucky; and the
lessons he then learned made him in after-life, when the applaunse of
listening Senators honored his career, considerate of and kind to
young men struggling against the decrees of adversity. He never
forgot that he was once poor, once unknown, once “without a local
habitation or a name.” Vulgar minds, vnlgar natures, only do. Be-
shal Hall once said:

Sweet the destiny of all trades, whether of the plow or themind. Men who have
raised themselves from a humble mum% need not be ashamed, but rather ought
to be i, because of the difficultics they have surmounted. The laborer on
feet ds nghar than the king on his knees,

Senator BogY understood and appreciated such a sentiment. He
‘was eminently a self-made man; and such are the practical men of life.
They have trodden the npward paths of life by the light of daily ex-
perience. No other cloud by day or pillar of fire by night as their

vide. Missounri has had and still has many men of superior ability to

mator BoGY, of greater brilliance; men capable of greater thoughts,
of greater conceptions, of closer reasoning powers, of more Iugicai
acumen ; men more dashing, who would secure the outer works of an
opponent before Senator BoGY would move his forces; but when all
the qualifies are measured that enter into the man, that form the
man, those enduring elements which take a soldier to the inner works,
with head erect and arm unstrung, then few indeed are found who
surpassed him,

e could always be relied on, as a man, as a lawyer, as a politician,
asa statesman, The mind alone does not make the man ; if so, Bacon,
whom the poet described as the wisest, meanest, basest of mankind,
was ttl;afrea‘t. man, in the full Mcggtatmn of that term, for his great
mental powers were overshadowed by his great immoral qualities.
A great man is not only great in his t].muﬁl:m, but in all he does, in
all his deeds, in all his actions, his mind being ever free from small
conceptions and smaller executions, always seeking the elevation of
society, of the state, of the country. Measured by this rule, Senator
BoaGy was no common man, and the longer we are removed from him
the greater will be our appreciation of that fact. At the time of his
death Senator Bogy was rapidly assuming an elevated position in the
Senate. The slow hand of Time and Justice was removing without
leaving a blemish or a stain the evil surmises that his enemies had
scattered broadcast over the country. At the time he entered the
Senate and to-day there is no man of repute who will say auﬁht
against the public or private character of LEwis V. BoGy. His
honesty and veracity stand as im&ervioua to slanderous attacks to-
day as his own cherished Iron Mountain stands unshaken by the
morning breeze or the eveniufozaphyr.

The cemeteries of Saint Louis contain many illustrions dead:
Benton, the t Senator, Geyer, Bates, Paschall, Blair, Polk, Green,
and Boay, all sleep that long sleep in almost adjacent graves. Few
graveyards contain so many distinguished dead. They were all great
men, * immortal names that were not born to die.” %hey have shed
a halo of glory over the State of Missouri, and it is permissible for
us from that State to bow around their graves with Christian love.
Their memories are our idols, our household gods, cherished and loved ;
where we go they are taken, where we rest they are elevated. Such
dead are an honor to any State, to any people. Missouri ean point to
them as her jewels as the mother of the Gracchi pointed to Lier sons
as hers. May the brightest flowers of spring bloom perennially over
their graves. “To-day,” as has been beautifully said, ** they are with
the shadows. The race from which they sprung will never come
again to this world. A wiser one may succeed to it, but never a
g:rer, braver, stronger, and more patriotic.” Great men’s deeds shounld

incentives to be great men. The world is full of great men if the
world only knew it. There is always a ?'reat leader for every great
event, a Washington for every great revolution, a Clay for every great
eompromise. Great men have occupied seats in this House and the
Senate and have died, and men equally as greatdo oceupy their places,
and the legislation moves on as of yore. It is well for us to mourn
over our dead statesmen who have left us the rich heritage of libert
to preserve ‘safe against the tooth of time and razure of oblivion,”
and to tuate their memories in stainless marble and burnished
Drass; but at the same time we shonld remember that they had their
fanlts—deep, broad, Elaring faults—which should be avoided with
the same resolution that pro;xgna us to imitate their virtnes. Word
paintings do not make the dead perfect or imperfect. Their acts and
thoughts have made their characters. “ As the tree falls so it must
lie.” These occasions should teach the living that the great lesson
of life, after all, is so to live in this world that when we are called
hence “into the dark valley, with its weird and solemn shadows,”
we go with an unfaltering step, with the response, adsum, glowing
upon our lips, believing that death is bat the beginning of a destiny
ood or evil, that we have created for ourselves in the years gone by.
f 1he tree is corrupt so will be the fruit when the bloom is gone; if
bright and beautiful, so will be the prodnetion.

Such men as BoGy and Morton are always missed when they die,

always create a vacancy when they fall, as the strong oak when
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removed from its native forest by the hand of the woodman. It
takes time, much time to fill the place. How greatly has the Senate
changed in the last four years. To study that change makes the
hardest of us exclaim, “in the midst of life we are in death.” How
sadly, how eloquently Old Time’s mutations are portra.ﬁd in this
article, taken from one of the leading newspapers of the day:

TIME'S CHANGES I¥ THE BENATE.

After an interregnum of scventeen years the Senate is now full. There have
been great changes since the Senate met in D ber, 1860. The Government runs
on and on, while the grave takes the governors. To the man familiar with the
Senate of that day, the changes death lias made in the body that itself never dies
have a melancholy interest. Of those who were then Senators but two are Sena-
tors to-day : Haxstpan Hayuix, of Maine, and HrSrY B. ANTHOXY, of Rhode Isl-
and. Notwithstanding the long term of the Senator who serves for six years and
the tendency to re-elect, of the seventy-six Senators to-day but two were Senators
less than three times six years ago. Pitt Fessenden was in the Senats then, grim
kven, commanding, but mhanthmpiu] seeming to have a spite against man
because of the bitter love-accident to his birth that sprung from the nature of man-
kind. Fessenden is dead. John P, Hale was there, brave, eloquent, wﬂ.tg able
to state his case with murliumd force and clearness. Hale is dead. Henry
Wilson was there, politic, tireleas, ambitious, making more of his native talents
than almost any man in oar ; and Wilson is d%w.l. Sumner was there, the
student of the Senate, the man who alone in the Senate was able to summon all
history and all literature to prove his point. Massive in his vanity, isolated in
his tastes and life; and Sumner is dead. William Henry SBeward was there, who
had been for ten years the idol of a great following and was the statesman of his
party in 1860, Seward is dead. Stephen A.Douglas was there, Lis democraey pure
and simple, and, running throngh the warp and woof of his nature, his loyalty to
the Union, so deep-seated that not even disappointed ambition, always a destroyer
of the best thi.ndga in men, could shake it. “I am ready to act with any :
with any individual of any party, who will come to this question with an eye single
to the preservation of the itntion and the Union,” said Douglas in thoae trg;:&
bours. Douglasis dead. Andrew Johnson was there, his voice of the bravest ;
Andrew Johnson is e. George E. Pugh was there, fresh from the laurcls of
Charleston, thatshrill tenor tone ringing likeasilvery bell through the Senate Cham-
ber, elin, ngutj‘;?e Union and to with tenacity, but to bis belief with deflance.
And b t man slee SBHM Davis was there, saying, * If I conld see
any means by which I could avert the catastrophe of a struggle between the sec-
tions of the Union, my past life, I hope, gives evidence of the readiness with which
I wonld make the effort. If, in the opinion of others, it be ble for me to do
anything for the public good, the last moment while I stand here is at the com-
mand of the Sena I will serve on the ittee if the Senate cl " There
were thirty-three States then. There were other shining names in the list of Sen-
ators. There were names less lustrous that take place in our history. B M. T.
Hunter, Mason of Virginia, Robert Toombs, John J. Crittenden, Jesse D. Bﬂghf&
Ben. Wade, Lyman Trumball, Yulee of Florida, Wigfall of Texas, Benjamin an
Slidell, and the others, were then Senators. The graves have opened, and events
have shifted the leaders. Five States have been added to the U: since that
time: ten Semators have been added to the Senate of those ante bellum days.
The Senate never dies, but how cl d it is.— Cincinnati Enquirer.

Are not these changes enough to make the living Senators of to-
day wonder when death will make its next conseription? With
these illustrions names there is one not mentioned, strange as it may
seem—John C. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, who was every inch a
man and a Senator, and was “ the glass of fashion and the mold of
form” to the whole country. Who that has read his valedictory ad-
dress, made January 4, 1859, upon the removal of the Senate from
the old to the new H&il, can or will ever forget its lofty ideas and
burning words? He, too, has gone to his rest, and sleeps in the

at bosom of Kentucky, with Clay and with Crittenden, with
wan and with Underwood :

. Immortal names,

That were not born to die.

‘Whenever the living cease to remember their dead, a death greater
than the mere decay of the human body will sooner or later erase
such a people from the map of the world. History, with its great iron
pen, will, in few words, detail their rise, fall, and decay.

Our forefathers saw this, and left us, as one of their legacies, a
reverence for the worthy dead. Cicero said “ Vita enim mortuorum in
memoriam vivorum est posita.” The life of the dead is Plncad in the
memory of the living; in other words, a virtuous people will always
seek to perpetuate tﬁe memory of their virtuons dead. My =ad task
isover. Senator BoGY has closed his earthly career, and is in his grave
awaiting the final summons. Calmly he slumbers beneath the soil of
his native State, within the sound of the t city which gave him
a home and a grave, and which with its half million of eager popu-
lation, ever stands, night and day, a vigilant sentinel over the tomb
of its honored Senator. Embowered in the peaceful shade of his own
beauntiful resting-place, through whose stricken boughs the fierce
wintry winds are now chanting their requiem, the Senator, the pa-
triot, the father, the husband, and friend sleeps that sleep that knows
no earthly waking. As a Missiourian who knew and loved him well,
1 say, farewell, a Emg farewell, to askind a friend, to as true a man,
to as noble a patriot as ever lived.

Lay him down gently at the iron door.

I offer the following resolution :

Resoleed, That as a further mark of respect to the m of Hon. LEwis V.
Bogy, late a Senator of the United States from the State of Missouri, this 1{ouse

now aljourn.

The resolution was unanimously adopted ; and accordingly (at five
o’clock and fifteen minutes p. m.) the House adjourned.

PETITIONS, ETC.

The following petitions, &ec., were presented at the Clerk’s desk,
under the rule, and referred as stated:

By Mr. BAGLEY : The petition of 140 citizens of Little Falls, New
York, against the reduction of duties on manufactured goods and
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aoainst the reimposition of the tax on tea and coffee—to the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. BLACKBURN : The petition of citizens of Kentucky, for a
modification of the whisky tax—to the same committee.

Also, two petitions from eitizens of Kentucky, for the passage of the
Texim Pacitic Railroad bill—to the Committee on the Pacific Rail-
roadl.

By Mr. BOYD: Papers relating to the claim of Ann Gregory, of
Washington, District of Columbia, to be refunded the amount paid
for property purchased at a confiscation sale which has since been
declared void by the Supreme Court of the Unifed States—to the
Committee on the Judic m'{l. 1

Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Samuel and Mary F.
Mercer—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. COLE: The petition of citizens and business firms of SBaint
Lonis, Missouri, and other citizens of the United States, that all per-
sons and companies, without preference, be given permission to land
telegraphic cables on the shores of the United States—to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. DEERING : The petition of P. N. Woods and other manu-
facturers and machinists, at Fairiield, Iowa, that tariff duties remain
nnehanged until thoroughly investigated—to the Committee of Ways
and Means.

By Mr. ELLESWORTH: The
manufacturers of salt, at Bay
the same committee, ™%

By Mr. FINLEY: The petition of the Manufacturers and Mer-
chants’ Exchange of Lounisville, Kentucky, relating to the whisky
tax—to the same committee.

By Mr. FRYE : The petition of J. 8. Clapp and other workingmen of
Paris, Maine, that the tariff may not be hastily reduced—to the same
committee.

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of John A. Purner, for compensa-
tion for damaﬁes done to his property in Washington, District of
Columbia, by United States authorities—to the Committes for the
Distriet of Colnmnbia.

By Mr. HARMER: The petition of dealers in leaf and manufact-
nred tobacco in Philadelphia, remonstrating against a reduction of
the tax now imposed on manufactured tobacco—to the Committee of
Ways and Means.

By Mr. KEIFER: The petition of John Foos, manufacturer of lin-
seed-oil, and 46 farmers of Clark County, Ohio, that the tariff on
flaxseed and linseed oil remain unchanged—to the same commiitee.

By Mr. KEIGHTLEY: The petition of workingmen of Saint Jo-
seph County, Michigan, against tariff ehanges and against the re-
imposition of tariff on coffee, tea, and surgar—to the same committee.

Mr. KILLINGER: The petition of the Milton Iron Company
at Milton, Pennsylvania, that tariff duties remain unchanged until
thoronghly investigated—to the same committee,

By Lﬁ' LAPHAM : Papers relating to the claim of Howland Hemp-
hill—to the Committee of Claims.

By Mr. LINDSEY : Remonstrance of Archibald Linn and 54 others,
and of workingmen of Skowhegan, Maine, against a rednetion of
the duty on foreign goods and against the reimposition of the war
tax on tea and cotffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr. MAISH: The petitions of citizens of Stewartstown and
‘Wrightsville, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any reduction of
duties which proteet labor, and against the reimpoeition of the war
tax on tea ang coffee—to the same committee.

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of D. W. Garver and others, of
Milton, Ohio, for a reduction of the tax on manufactured tobacco—
to the same committee,

By Mr. OLIVER: The petition of E. Huff and 77 other citizens of
Oseeola County, Iowa, against any change in the present tariff on
flaxseed and linseed-oil—to the same committee.

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of Professor H. A. Newton, of Yale
Collai;o and others, for a change of the location of the national
Nava 6baervator;f—to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

By Mr. PRIDEMORE : Papers relating to the claim of R. M. Ely—
to the Committes on War Claims.

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts: Remonstrance of Joseph
Daly and others, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, against a reduction of
duties which proteet labor and against the reimposition of tax on
tea and coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

By Mr, BAMPSON : The petition of E. 8. S8ampson, for a post-route
between Ottumwa and Fremont, Iowa—to the Committee on the
Post-Office and Post-Loads.

By Mr. SMITH, of Penusylvania: A paper relating to the pension
claim of Harriet Leonard—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr, SPRINGER : The petition of J, Capps & Son aud 51 work-
ing men and women, engaged in the manufacture of woolen goods at
Jacksonville, Illinois, against any rednction of the duties which pro-
tect their labor and against the reimposition of the duties on tea and
coffee—to the Committee of Ways and Means.

Dy Mr. STARIN : The petitions of Brown Mowry and other manu-
facturers and residents of Schuylersville, New York, and of C. W.
Mayhew and 386 other manufacturers and merchants of Vietory, New
York, against the repeal of the resnmption act and in favor of gold
as a legal tender standard—to the Committee on Danking and Cur-
rency.

tition of John MeEwan and other
ity, Michigan, of similar import—to

By Mr, STONE, of Michigan : The petition of Ethan R.Clarkeand
55 other citizens of Michigan, for the remonetization of silver—to the
same committee. ]

Also,remonstrance of A. B. Long and 44 other citizens of Michigan
against a reduction of duties on fureign goods—to the Commnittee o
Ways and Means.

By Mr. VANCE: A paper relaling to the establishment of a post-
route between Lamberton, North Carolina, and Little Roek, South
Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Poet-Road’s.

By Mr. WAIT : The petition of Charles W. Walker and others, for
a change in the postal laws relating to third-class mail-matter—to
the same committee.

By Mr. WARD: The petition of 100 working men and women,
engaged in the manufacture of woolen gloves in Delaware County,
Pennsylvania; and of 15 working men and women in factories in
Chester, Pennsylvania, against a reduction of the tarifi—to the Com-
miftee of Ways and Meaus.

By Mr. WILLIS, of Kentucky: Resolutions of the Manufacturers
and Merchants’ Exchange of Lonisville, Kentucky, for the speedy
completion of the Texas Pacific Railroad—to the Committee on the
Pacific Railroad.

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of Nathan Alverd and 56 other
citizens of Cambria Mills, Michigan, and vicinity, for the protection
of wooul-growers—io the Committee of Ways and Means.

IN SENATE,
THURSDAY, January 24, 1878,

Prayer by Rev. Professor JAMES D. BUTLER, LL. D., of Madison,
‘Wisconsin.
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication
from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with
a resolution of the Senate of the 15th instant, a copy of the report of
Indian Inspector E. C. Watkins, dated November 26, 1877, rclative
to the establishment of a large Indian reservation or territory in the
Colville country for the use and occupation of a portion or all reserva-~
tion Indians now on the various reservations in the State of Oregon
and the Territory of Washingion ; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition of the Woman’'s
Christian Temperance Union of the State of New York, signed by the
officers, representing more than 2,000 women, praying Congress tc
provide by appropriate legislation for the appointuent of a commis-
sion of inguiry concerning the alcobolic liquor trafiic, its relations to
crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general public welfare, and the
resnlts of license and prohibitory legislation for the au];pmssion of
intemperance; which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

He also presented the petition of Edward Perry, of Company A,
Sixth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, praying to be allowed a pen-
sion from the date of his discharge ; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Pensions.

Mr. HAMLIN. I present a petition signed by A. B. Richard, presi-
dent, and others, ofticers of the Lafayette Avenune Tem};lberanca Society
of Brooklyn, New York, of a character precisely similar to that just

resented by the Chair. I move its reference to the Committee on

"inance.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. DAWES. I present a petition of a like character from the
Massachusetts Temperance Alliance, signed by A. A. Miner, president,
and other officers. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance.

The motion was to.

Mr. DAWES also presented the memorial of Alvin 8. Lyon and oth-
ers, workingmen of Fall River, Massachusetts, eng: in the man-
ufacture of cotton goods, remonstrating against a reduction of the dn-
ties on imports and against the reimposition of the war tax on tea and
coffee; which was referred to the Committee on Finance,

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I beg leave to present the petition of
Joseph F. Wilkins and many other citizens of Lynden, Illinois, pray-
ing for similar legislation with the other petitions concerning the
liguor traffie. I move its reference to the Committee on Finance.

The motion was ed to.

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I present also the petition of John L.
Reid and 20 others, workingmen engaged in the manufacture of
woolen goods, at Charleston, Illinois, praying that the dnties which
protect their labor be not removed, and also that tea and coffee be
not taxed. I move its refercnce to the Committee on Iinance. :

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of James E. Jacklin,
Robert Yerkes, and others, citizens of Nashville, Michigan, praying
Congress to provide by appropriate legislation for the appointment
of a commission of inguiry concerning the aleoholie liguor fraffie, its
relations to crime, pauperism, taxation, and the general public wel-
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