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Briggs, and others, of Penn Yan, New York, favoring the granting 
of the petition of Howland Hem ph ill for payment of d_amages suffered 
by him in consequence of the acts of agents of the UrutedStates Gov­
ernment-to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. MANNING: The petition of Nancy P. Garison, of. Benton 
County, Mississippi, for compensation for quartermaster stores, sub­
sistence, and supplies taken by the United Stat,es Army-to the Com-
mittee on War Claims. . 

By :Mr. McCOOK: The petition of George C. Jenks, for an exten­
sion of letters-patent upon an improvement in drop-letter boxes-to 
the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. O'NEILL : The petition of Margaret Dickson, widow of 
James Dickson, late a private in Company B, Sixty-ninth Regiment 
Pellnsy l vania Volunteers, for a pension -to the Committee on In valid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Edward J. Russell, late a 
private in Company F, Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers, for an increase 
of pension-to the same coml?~ttee. . . . 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petit10n of Wilham Shade, for a pensiOn­
to the same committee. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of George W. Beasley, oj La Grange, 
Fayette County, Tennessee, ~or compensation for preperty ta_.ken by 
the United States Army durmg the late war-to the Comm1ttee of 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Rosanna H. Black, of Hardeman County, 
Tennessee, of similar import-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Martha C. Cole, of Germantown, Shelby 
County, Tennessee, of similar import-to the same committee. · 

Also, the petition of William R. Kearney, of Bolivar, Hardeman 
County, Tennessee, of similar import-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of John H. McClellan, of Memphis, Tennessee, of 
similar import-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Lewallen Rhodes, of Germantown Shelby 
County, Tennessee, of similar import-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of John H. Wooley, of La Grange, Tennessee, of 
similar import-to the same committee. 

IN SENATE. 

TUESDAY, December 3, 1878. 
JoHN B. GoRDON, a Senator from the State of Georo-ia; AUGUSTUS 

S. MERRD:ION, a Senator from the State of North Carolina; PRESTOX 
B. PLUMB, a Senator from the State of Kansas; and WILLIA.l\t: Pr...~K­
NEY WHYTE, a Senator from the State of .Maryland, appeared in 
their seats to-elay. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON SUXDERL.Alm, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

COMMITTEES OF THE SEXATE. 
Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I move that the Senate proceed to 

the election of the standing and select committees of the Senate for 
the present session. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I ask that the rule which requires the commit­

tees to be selected by ballot be dispensed with. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the suggestion of 

the Senator from Rhode Island. The Chair hears none, and the rule 
is dispensed with. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Understanding it to be agree11<ble to our friends 
on the other side, I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the standing and ether committees of the Senate existing at the 
dose of the last session, be, and the same are hereby, revived and continued, with 
the same powers, until tho further order of the Senate. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, ancl agreed to. 
The committees as thus constituted a~e as follows: 

ST.AliDING CQ)tMITTEES. 

01~ Privileges and Elections-Messrs. Wadleigh, (cbairman,j Mitchell, Cameron 
-vf .Wisconsin, McMillan, Hoar, Ingalls, Saulsbury, Merrimon, and Hill. 

On Foreign Relations-Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) Howe, Conkling, Matthews, 
Kirkwood, McCreery, Eaton, Johnston, and Wallace. 

On Finance- Messrs. Morrill, (chairman,) Dawes, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Alli­
son. Bayard, Kernan, Wallace, and Voorhees. 

On .Appropriations-Messrs. Windom, (chairman,) Sargent, Allison, Dorsey, 
Blaine, Davis of West Virginia, Withers, Eaton, and Beck. 

On Commerce-Messrs. Conkling, (chairman,) Spencer, McMillan, Patterson, 
Jones of Nevada, Gordon, Dennis, Ransom, and Randolph. 

On Manufll.Ctttres-Messrs. Rollins, (chairman,) Burnside, Cameron of Pennsyl­
vania, Johnston, and McPherson. 

On A!Jricultttre-Mcssrs. Paddock, (chainuan,) Sharon, Hoar, Davis of West Vir­
ginia, and Gordon. 

On Military Affairs-Messrs. Spencer, (chairman,) Burnside, Wadleigh, Plumb, 
Cameron of l'ennsylmnia, Randolph, Cockrell, Maxey, and Butler. 

On Naval Affaws-Messrs. Sargent. {chairman,) Anthony, Conover, Blaine, 
Whyte, McPherson, and .Jones of Florida. 

01~ the Judiciary-Messrs. Edmunds, (chairman,) Conkling, Howe, Christiancy, 
Davis of illinois, Thurman. and Moi>onald. 

On Post-Offices and Post-Roads-Messrs. Ferry, (chairman,) Hamlin, Paddock, 
Conover. :Kirkwood, Burnside. Saulsbury, Maxey. and Bailey. 

On Public Lands-Messrs . Oglesby, {chairman,) Paddock, Booth, Chaffee, Plumb, 
McDonald, J one of Fiorida, G:-o>er. and Garland. 

&n P·rivat~ Land Olaims-Me~rs. Thurman, (chairman,) Bayard, Edmunds, 
Christiancy, and Grover. 

On Indtan Affairs-Messrs . .Allison, (chairman,) Oglesby, Ingalls, Saunder , 
McCreery, Coke, and Eustis. 

On Pensions-Messrs. Ingalls, (chairman,) Bruce, :Kirkwood, Kellogg, Withers, 
Bailey, and Voorhees. · 

On R~volttl.ionary Claims-Messrs. Johnston, (chairman,) Jones of Florida, Hill, 
Dawes, and McMillan. 

On Claims-Messrs. McMillan, (chairman,) Mitchell, Cameron of Wisconsin, 
Teller. Hoar, Cockrell, Hereford, Harris, and Morgan. 

On the District of Columbia-Messrs. Dorsey, (chairman,) Spencer, Ingalls, 
Rollins, Merrimon, Barnum, and Harris. 

On Patents-Messrs. Booth, (chairman,) Wadleigh, Hoar, Kernan, and Morgan. 
On Public Buildings and Grotmds-Messrs. Dawes, (chairman,) Morrill, Cameron 

of Pennsylvania, Saulsbury, and Eustis. 
On Territorie$-M!;_ssrs. Patterson, (chairman,) Chaffee, Saunders, Kellogg, Gar-

land, Grover, and Hereford. • 
On Railroads-Messrs. Mitchell, (chairman,) Dawes, Dorsey, Teller, Saunders, 

Windom, Matthews, Ransom, Barnum, Lamar, and Armstron"'. 
On Mines and Mining-Messrs. Sharon, (chairman,)Chaffee, 'Booth, Plumb, Here­

ford, Coke, and Hill. 
On the Revisio-n of the Laws-Messrs. Christiancy, (chairman,) Matthews, Davis 

of illinois, Wallace, and Kernan. 
01~ Education and Labor-Messrs. Burnside, (chairman,) Patterson, Morrill, 

Bruce, Sbaron, Gordon, Maxey, Bailey, and Lamar. 
On Oivil Service and Retrenchment-Messrs. Teller, (chairman,) Oglesby, Patter­

son, Booth, McCreery, Whyte, and Beck. 
To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate-Messrs. Jones of 

Nevada, (chairman,) Rollins, and Dennis. 
On Printing-Messrs. Anthony, (chairman,) Sargent, and Whyte. 
On the I.dbrary-Messrs. Howe, (chairman,) Edmunds, and Ransom. 
On Rules-Messrs. Blaine, (chairman,) Ferry, and Merrimon. 
On Engrossed Bills-Messrs. Bayard, (chairman,) Withers, and Anthony. 
On EnroUed BiUs-Messrs. Conover, (chairman,) Paddock, and Armstrong. 

SELECT COMMITI'EF.S. 

On. the Levees of the lltSsissippi River-Messrs. Bruce, (chairman,) Blaine, Kel­
logg, Cockrell, Harris, Cameron of Wisconsin, and Eustis. 

On Transportation Routes to the Seaboard-Messrs. Cameron of Wisconsin, (chair­
man,) Windom, Conover, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Davis of West Virginia, 
Lamar, Beck, and Butler. 

To Examine the Several Branches of the Civil Service-Messrs. Chaffee, (chairman,) 
Windom, Hamlin, Merrimon, and Eat{)n. • 

To take into consideration the state of the law respecting the ascertaining and de­
claration of the resuU of the elections of President and Vice-President of the United 
States-Messrs. Edmunds, (chairman,) Conkling, Howe, McMillan, Teller, Davis of 
illinois, Bayard, Thurman, and Morgan. 

To investigate the finance reports, books, and auounls of the Treasury Departntent­
Messrs. Davis of West Virginia, (chairman,) Beck, Allison, Ingalls, and Cameron 
of Pennsylvania. 

On the condition of affairs between the United States and Mexico-Messrs. Conkling, 
(chairman,) Hamlin, Howe, Jones of Kevada, Cameron of Pennsylvania, Eaton, 
and Maxey. 

To make provision for taldng the Tenth Oensus-Messrs. Mo~ (chairman,) Sar­
gent, Cameron of Wisconsin, Matthews, Davis of Illinois, Kernan, and Mor~an. 

To inquire into certain matters tottehing the late presid~ntial election ·in Louisi· 
ana-Messrs. Edmun<Ul, (chairman,) Allison, Ingalls, Hoar, Davis of lllinoi . 
Whyte, and Jones of Florida. 

PETITIO~S AND 1\IEMORIALS. 
Mr. EDMUNDS presented the petition of Horace S. Spear, late a 

private of Company I, Fifth Regiment Vermont Volunteers, praying 
to be allowed a pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I present four petitions of like character, printed 
on similar paper in the same way, from sundry pensioners, asking for 
arrears of pension. These are of the same chamcter that have been 
presented from time to time and 1·eferred to the Committee on Pen­
sions. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let them lie on the table, as that subject has been 
reported upon. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petitions will lie upon the table. 
Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of JohnS. Cunningham, a 

pay director in the United States Navy, praying to b~reimbursed for 
moneys of which the Government was defrauded by h1s clerk, the loss 
of which was assumed by him; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

1\fr. MITCHELL presented a petition of numerous ship-owners, 
masters, ancl merchants of Oregon, prayin~ an appropriation for a 
harbor of refuge at Port Orford, Oregon; wnich was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BOOTH present-ed a petition of night inspectors of the customs 
for the district of San Francisco, praying that their compensation be 
increased from $2.50 per diem to what it was formerly, $3 per diem; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. JOHNSTON presented the petition of Mrs. P. L. Warc:l, widow 
ancl executrix of ·william Ward, deceased, praying compensation for 
stores alleged to have been furnished and delivered to the Navy De­
partment and the Quartermaster's Department of the Army by her 
late husband in the years 1860 and 1863; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. AR..l\iSTRONG presented the petition of Samuel C. Reicl, iu be­
half of the heirs of the claimants of the late United States private 
armed brig General Armstrong, praying for compensation for tho loss 
of the brig, which was destroyed by the British fleet in the lJort, of 
Fayal, one of the A.zores Islands, in tho war of 1812; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

BILLS I~"'TRODUCED. 

1\Ir. JOHNSTON asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to iutro<.luce a bill (S. No. 1420) for the relief of Mrs. P. L. Ward; 
which was re3cl twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claim.s. 

• 
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Mr. MORRILL aske<i, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 

to introduce a bill (S. No. 1421) to authorize the issue of certificates 
of deposit; which was read the first time by its title. 

Mr . .MORRILL. Let the bill be read in full. -
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported at length. . 
The bill was x;ead the second time at length, and referred to the 

Committee on Finance, as follows: 
The Secretary of the Treasury is herebv authorized to issue, in exchange for 

United States notes or coin, certificates of aeposit of the denomination of 10, or 
any multiple thereof not exceeding $l00, bearing interest at the rate of 3.65 per 
cent. per annum, and eon,ertible at any time within one year into the 4 per cent. 
bonds described in the refundin~ act; and the money so received shall be applied 
to the payment of the 5.20 bonas in the- mode prescribed by said act; and he is 
authorized to prescribe suitable rules and regulations in conformity with this a-et. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG asked, and by nnanimousconsentobtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No.14~2) to_ amend an act entitled ''An act mak­
ing appropriations for the repair, preservation, and completion of cer­
tain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes," ap­
proved March 3, A. D. 1875; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Select Committee on Transportation Routes to the Sea­
board. 

Mr. BECK a-sked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No.1423) for the relief of William R. Boice; which 
wa8 read twice by its title, and refarred to the CommiLtet'l on Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD asked, a-nd by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1424) to amend t-he law with respect to wiUs, 
to regulate the transaction of probate business in the supreme court 
of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. BAYARD. I introduce this bill at the request of the Bar Asso­
ciation of the District, and move its reference to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The motion was a-greed to. 
Mr. DORSEY a-sked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 

introduce a bill (S. No. 1425) to incorporate the Mount Pleasant and 
Potomac Side Railway Company; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia-. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE LOT L.~ Pl<OVIDENCE. 

Mr. BURNSIDE submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

R esol-ved, That the Committee on Public :Buildings and Grounds be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of directing the Secretary of the Treasury to ~urchase, 
by condemnation or otherwise, all that portion of the block of land (With build­
ings thereon) upon which stands the old custom-house, in the city of Providence, 
which does not now belong to the United States, provided the sum to be paid for 
the :::amo shall not exceed 120,000, 

SILVER COL.~ FOR DUTIES. 

.Mr. BECK submitted. the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury ue, and he is hereby, directed to 

inform tho Senate what amount of silver coin has been received in p:~oyment of cus­
toms dues since the beginning of the current fiscal year, and whether or not he has 
at•plied the silver coin so received, in whole or.in part, to the pa.vment of the in­
terest on the bonds or notes of the United States; if it has not been so applied, to 
state the reason why; if it has been applied to that purpose in part only, to state 
what portion has been so used and on what character of obligation. He is directed 
to inform the Senate the amount of interest he has paid on the bonds and notes of 
the United States since the current fiscal year began, and the amount of such in­
terest which he has paid in gold and silver coin respectively. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the consideration 
of the resolution' 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to have the resolution so amended 
as to require the Secretary to specify the kind of silver coin, so :t8 to 
see whether the coin dollar has been received, or somo of the subsid­
iary coinage as well. 

Mr. BECK. I supposed that the standard silver dollar was the 
only silver coin that could possibly be received for duties; but I have 
no objection to the resolution being amended in the way suggested. 

Mr. ED~IUNDS. The payment of small sums of duties might have 
been made in half dollars or quarters. I am sure the Senator can 
have no objection to asking how much and what kind of coin has 
been received, wherever tho proper place in the resolution is. 

Mr. BECK. Not at all. Let the resolution be amended by insert­
ing the words "and denomination" after "inform the Senate what 
amount." 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be so amended, if 
there be no objection. 

The resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 
THE TRADE-DOLLAR. 

Mr. PADDOCK submitted th~ following resolution: 
R esol-ved, That the Committee on Finance be, and is hereby, :instructed to inquire 

into the expediency of making the trade-dollar authorized by section 15 of the act 
of Congress a.P.proved February 12, 1873, a le~ral tender for ·an debts, public and 
private, proVIding for the suspension of the coinage of the standard dollar of 412~ 
grains, the recoinage of the same into the trade-dollar of 420 grains, and for such 
additional coinage of the trade-dollar as the needs of the country may demand. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think the resolution had better be printed and 
go over. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be printed; and it goes over un­
der the rulo. 

PROPOSED TRANSFER OF niDIAN BUREAU. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I move to take from the table the resolution 
which I submitted yesterday on the subject. of print.ing the testi-

mony taken by the joint committee to consider the feasibility of 
transferring the Indian Bureau to the War Department. 

The VIC1~~-PRESIDENT. The Chair remembers that the resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. The suggestion of the Senator from West Vir­
ginia [.Mr. DAVIS] was that it take the regular course, which he 
thought would require it to go to the Committee on Printing. There 
is necessity for this printing to be done now. Under the rul~, I think 
it would not be necessary for the resolution to go to the Committee 
on Printing, and it need not go there unless the Senate should so de­
cide by a majority vote. There is great necessity for expediting this 
work. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair and the Secretary both un­
derstood the Senator from West Virginia to move the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Printing, and the motion is sore-
corded upon the Journal. · 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think the Chair is correct; but 
upon information received since my suggestion of yesterday I have 
no objection to any disposition of the matter that the Senator from 
Nebraska desires to make. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair did not suppose at the time 
that the resolution under the rule would go to the Committee on 
Printing, but upon the motion bf the Senator from West Virginia. 
it did go there. Is there objection that the order by which the reso­
lution submitted by the Senator from Nebraska was referred to the 
Committee on Printing be reconsidered Y The Chair hears none, and 
the motion to reconsider is agreed to. The resolution is before the 
Senate and will be read. 

The resolution was read, a-s follows: 
R esolved, That the Public Printer is hereby authorized and directed to print the 

testimony taken and to be taken, the reports of the <'.Ommittee, and the accompa­
nying documents, of the joint committee to consider the feasibility of transferring 
the Indian Bureau to the War. Department. 

Mr. THURMAN. I wish to make one inquiry. This is a very im­
portant subject, we all know, and I desire to know of the Senator 
from Nebraska whether he proposes to have the usual number of 
copies of the testimony printed for the use of the Senate, or simply 
to have copies printed for the use of the committee f 

1\Ir. SAUNDERS.. For the use of the committee only at present. 
1\Ir. THU.R~IAN. I think that is a mistake. I think if the testi­

mony is to be printed, the usual number for the use of the Senate 
should be printed. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. I have no objection to printing the usual num­
ber. 

Mr. THURMAN. Every Senator will want to see that testimony. 
Mr. SAUNDERS. I will state to the Senator from Ohio that the 

object of hurrying up the printing is because three members of the 
committeo were not present at the taking of the testimony. They are­
very anxious to see what has been done, and the only way is to get 
the slips so as to see what the testimony is. I have no objection to­
printing the usual number. 

Mr. '.I;'HURi\IAN. If that is not done now, there may l>e two prints. 
of the same document, at double the cost to the Government. 

Mr. SAUNDERS. No, sir; it is arranged and understood by the 
members of the committee on the part of the House that they would 
not present it in the House, but that it should only be presented here. 
That is fully understood. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Upon the suggestion of the Senator from. 
Ohio, and by consent of the Senator from Nebraska, the resolution 
will be amended so as to print the usual number for the use of the 
Senate, and as thus amended the question is on agreeing to the reso­
lution. 

The resoltition, as amended, was agreed to. 

TEXAS PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

:Mr. MATTHEWS. As there appears not to be any more business 
germane to the morning hour, I now move to take up for considera­
tion Senate bill No. 942, being the bill known as the Texa.s Pacific 
Railroad bill, in orcler to discuss it. I desire to address the Senate 
upon it, and to have it taken up for the purpose of having it consid­
ered. 

Mr. WI'fHERS. Do I understand the Senator to say that his wish. 
is merely to address the Senate upon the subject T 

Mr. MATTHEWS. I do. · 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 

proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 942) amendatory of a-nd supple­
mentary to the a,ct entitled ''An act to incorporate the Texas Pacific 
Railroad Company, and to aid in the construction of its road, and for 
other purposes," approved March 3,1871, aud the several acts amend­
atory thereof and supplementary thereto. 

Mr. MATTHEWS. Mr. President, at the proper time in the pro­
gress of this bill toward its :finaJ. disposition, I shall desire to submit 
certain amendments to it for the purpose of making it conform pre­
cisely to a similar bill pending now in the House of Representatives. 
They do not, however, affect the substance of the bill; and the re­
marks which I have prepared upon it are on the bill as I propose 
that it shall be amended. · 

Mr. President, Congress bas already determined, by deliberate and 
considered aets of legi.,;lation, that national interests require the con­
st-ruction of an additional transcontinental railway, connecting the 

• 
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valley of the Mississippi with the Pacific coast, on or near the thirty- entire line~ of the Tex!ls and. P~ci.fie ~~way Company and o>er tho entire lines 
second parallel of latitude. It has not only conferred the requisite of connecting .comparues claurung. \)n"\'"ileges nnder the pi'Ovisions of this avt, 
authority for the execution of the enterprise, but has made a large and may ~xerct~e a generalsupervuuon and control, so far as it shall be necessarr 

so to do, m .the m~rest of the Government of the United States, to securoprompt • 
.and valuable grant of public lands in its aid. By the act of March tran;sportation for 1ts o~ :w:mts and for the public, and to protect tho ncttul capi-
3, 1871, the Texas Pacific Railroad Company was incorporated, with tal mve~ted, and all liabilities of the Government for guarantee of interest malle 
authority and power to construct its railroad from Marshall, in the under this act. 
State of'Texas, thence by the best line, near the thirty-second par- It is also prescribed in the second section of the bill thut all the 
allel of !n,titude, to El Paso; thence through New Mexico and Arizona lines of rail way c<!nnecti?Jg, or w b ich may hereafter connect, with 
to the Colorado River, near the southeastern boundary of California; the Texas and Pamfic Railway, shall be put on an equality a,g to all 
thence by the most direct and eligible route to ship-channel in the consigned through business passing either way; and no unjust dis­
bay of San Diego. · crifi?inati?n in charges ~or freight or passengers shall bo made by or 

The capital stock of the company was fixed at $50,000,000, and it agamst either, but no htgher charges per mile for passengers and per 
was empowered to consolidate with any railroad company thereto- ton per mile for freight shall be made for the haul to and from the 
fore chartered under national, State, or territorial laws, authorized to junction of such lines than shall be charged on similar business from 
build a railroad on the prescribed route, with one significant excep- such junction on its own line; and all freicrht and passengers shall 
tion, as follows: ba forw~rded in either direction as consign~d; and except as to the 

But no such coasolidation shall be with any competing through line of railroads ownership and general management of such connecting roads and 
to the Pacific Ocean. the division of earnings, said roads shall be operated so as practi-

The act also required uniformity of dealing with all connecting cally. to form one line a~d secure to each railroad company and to the 
roads, and that the rates charged upon the trunk lino should not pn_blic the. acco~odatwn and aclv~nta~es.of a through line at all 
-exceed those that might be fixed by Congress over the Union Pacific pomts of Junction; and to make this pnnCiple effective, the right is 
and Central Pacific Railroads. It was declared to be a military and secured ~o ~ach line foriD:ingsuch a connection to contract currently, 
post road, with the right on the part of the Government to the prefer- at the extstmg and established mtes, for the transportation of £.--eights 
ence in its nee, at fair and reasonable rates of compensation, not to and passengers to and from tho road of either, and to that end to 
exceed the price paid by private parties for the same kind of service. issue through bills of lading and passenger tickets, and to maintain 

The company was required to prosecute the construction of its agencies on the l~ne or ~t.the termini o~ .e~ther road for such pur­
road so as to secure its completion within ten years from the pa-ssage poses, thus affordmg pnv1leges and faCilities for transactincr such • 
of the act, and "upon failure to so complete it," the act declares, business at such points equal to those enjoyed by the company own­
"Congress may adopt such measures as it may deem necessary and ing the road, with further provisions authorizing the specific execu-
proper to secure its speedy completion." tion of these stipulations when violated, by judicial process. 

For the purpose of connecting the main line with the city of San These provisions apply to the entire road of the Texas and Pacific 
Francisco, the Southern Pacific Railroad Company of California was Railway Company, as well that portion already constructed and now 
by the same act authorized, subject tp the laws of California, to con- in operation as that which it is proposed to construct under the au­
struct a line of railroad from a point at or near Tehachafa Pass, by thority and with the aid of the present bill. 
way of Los Angeles, to the Texas Pacific Railroad at or near the The eastern terminus of the road is fixed by the bill upon the east 
Colorado River, upon the terms prescribed by the act of Congress bank of the Mississippi River, authority being given to cross that 
July 27, 18G6. stream by a bridge, the actual terminus t.o be established bv five com-

The name of the corporation was changed by the amendatory a-ct missioners, three of whom are required to be engineer officers of the 
of May 2, 1872, to that of the "Texas and Pacific Railroad Company," Army, and all to be without interest in the location, whose duty it 
and the period for its completion extended to ten years from that shall be to examine the va.rious proposed routes between the 1\iissis­
date. sippi River and the present constructed road of the Texas and Pacifio 

This corporation became the successor by consolidation to the South- Railway Company; and after considering all questions of distance 
ern Pacific Railroad Company of Texas, the Memphis, El Paso and cost, and transportation routes, in view of foreign as well M domesti~ 
Pacific Railroad Company, and the Southern Transcontinental Rail- trade and commerce, and also in view of an eligible connection with 
way Company, corporations created by the State of Texas, and se- the Atlantic seaboard, to report their judgment as to the most suitable 
cured to itself valuable franchises and land grants in aid of its object, point of connection with the Mississippi Ri>er, but not to be farther 
derived from the liberal legislation of that State. This legislation, north than the city of Memphis; which report, if approved by the 
i.n the act of May 24, 1871, recites that "the speedy construction- of President of the United States, shall be final and conclusive. 
said rail way through the State of Texas would greatly enhance the This extension of the present constructed road is then to be built, 
value of the public lands, develop the mineral resources of the State, without delay, at the rate of fifty miles per annnm, without any aid 
and give protection and security to the frontier by expelling there- from the Government; and in case its own bonds are issued to raise 
from the bands of hostile Indians by whom the western settlements the means for that purpose, secured by mortgage, it is provided that 
are now continually scourged," and declares the grants to be made "in it shall not be a lien upon any property, frn.nchise, or security pledged 
order to secure and promote the speedy construction of a railway as an indemnity to the Government for the guarantee of interest on 
through the State of Texas to the Pacific Ocean and thereby secure the bonds issued to construct any portion of the line between Fort 
the incidental advantages of cheap transportation for immigrants to Worth and San Diego. It is also declared, that a failure to provide 
the western and unsettled portions of the State, facility of commn- for this ea-stern extensien shall work an absolute forfeiture of all 
nication between the eastern and western boundaries, the settlement right to the guarantee of the Government on the interest of the 
and enhancement in value of the now unoccupied public domain, and "bonds to be issued for so much of the line as may remain uncon­
the development of the great mineral, agricultural, and stock-raising structed at the time of such default. 
resources of the State." The length of the nnconstrncted portion of the road, between Fort 

Under the authority and encouragement of t~ legislation, State Worth and San Diego, as located, is stated to be 1,400 miles, of which 
and national, the Texas and Pacific Railway Company llas acquired 1,150 miles are through the plain or open country and 250 miles 
aud constructed a railway extending from Shreveport in Louisiana through rough or mountainous country. 
to Fort Worth, and from Marshall to Texarkana, and Texarkana to To raise the capital necessary to buil(l this part of the road the 
Sherman, making a total length of main track of 444 miles. The con- company is authorized to execute two series of "bonds, one to be de­
&truction and equipment oi t.his road, including, however, all the ex~ nominated Issue A to the extent of $20,000 per mile for 1,150 miles of 
peaditures for survey and location of 1,457 miles of line west from Fort road through the plain country, and to the extent of $35,000 per mile 
Worth, and for construction work and material on line in California for 250 miles through the mountainous country, not to exceed in the 
aHd between Sherman and Fort Worth, represent a cost of 26,540,- aggregate $31,750,000 ; the othor to be denominated Issue B to the ex-
239.61, of which $7,018,500 is in capital stock and the remainder in tent of -,ooo per mile for the whole distance of 1,400 miles, not 
mortgage bonds. The gross earnings of this portion of the line for exceeding in the aggregate '7,000,000, or $38,750,000 of both ceries. 
the past year, ending May31, 1871;, is officially reported at $2,331,310.35, These bonds are to be maue payable in coin fifty years after date with 
from which was derived a net revenue of $729,691.59, sufficient to pay interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum payable semi-annually. 
all interest cha.rges except upon land-grant bonds, and leaTe a sur- They are to be secured by a mortgage upon the road to be constructed 
plus of $50,088.88. The sources of income, of course, are purely local. with their proceeds, which shall be a first lien, and additionally by 

Under the provisions of the p9nding bill: the Texas and Pacific the following provisions: 
Rail way Company is required to construct and put in operation at 1. The land grant under the act of l\Iarch 3, 1 71, of lands in tho 
least one hundred miles of its line from its present terminus at Fort Territories of New Mexico and Arizona and the State of California, 
Worth westwardly, and commencing at San Diego within six months is relinl\nisbecl to the United States in tmst that the reservation may 

· build and equip at lea-st fifty miles eastwardly within two years after be opened to immediate s()ttlement, tho lands sold by the Govern­
its acceptance of the act, and not less than two hundred miles every ment and the proceeds of the sales of the lands embraced in the 
two years thereafter, and to complete a continuous railway between grant applied to the payment, first, of accruing interest upon the 
Fort Worth and San Diego within six years from the same date. bonds, and, second, to the accumulation of a. sinlring fund for their 

The bill further provides that the rates for the carriage of through purchase and redemption. . 
freight and passengers, agreed upon from time to time, between this 2. All the earnings of the company over this portion of the road, 
company and connecting companies, shall be fair and rea-sonable, and derived from transportation of troops and snppl ies and other Gov­
not at any time to exceed the rates charged by competing lines for ernmen~ transportation, and for its postal and telegraphic ser>ice, 
similar business; and it is expressly stipulated that- and whiCh would otherwise be payable by the Government, shall be 
Con~ress shall at all times have the right to reguiate rates for the transportation I retai~ed. by it and aJ1I>lied to the payz:aent of curront interest and 

:~f such freight and passengers and for postal aDd telegraphic seryice over the the smkmg fnnd . 

• 

I 

' 
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3. Any deficiency then remaining, either in the interest fund or in 

the sinking fund, commencing with the year 1888, of 1 per cent. per 
annum in coin on the whole amount of bonds issued and outstanding 
shall be made good out of the general net earnings of the 'portion of 
the road mortgaged to secure these bonds. 

To the extent to which it may be necessary to issue- them for the 
purposes expressed in the bill, but not in excess of the maximum 
already mentioned, it is provided that there shall be indorsed on each 
bond so issued by the Secretary of the Treasury for and in the name 
of the United States a guarantee to the holder of the prompt pay­
ment at maturity by the United States of the interest coupons 
attached, being at the rate of 5 per cent. in coin, on the 1st day of 
April and October of each year, as the same shall mature, until the 
maturity of the bond, but no longer. 

The guarantee does not extend to interest accruing after the 
maturity of the bond,. nor to any portion of the principal ; and the 
Government liability for such guarantee of interest cannot exceed 
$1,937,500 yearly, during the currency of the bonds. 

The wholeamonnt of both series of bonds, when executed, are to be 
deposited with the Secretary of the Treasury, to be issued only by 
him. 

Whenever ten or more consecutive miles of any portion of its lines 
of railroad and telegraph between Fort Worth and San Diego Bay have 
been constructed and are ready for service with equipment, sidi.Rgs, 
buildings, and other appurtenances necessary for the business, accord­
ing to the Government standard, as required from the Union Pacific 

• and Central Pacific Railroad Companies, the actual cost thereof, as as­
certained by commissioners under oath, appointed by the President, 
shall be reported, and thereupon the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
deliver to the company for road so constructed and equipped in the 
plain or open country, bonds of Issue A, guaranteed as prescribed by 
the bill, at the rate of not exceeding an average of $20,000 per mile for 
1,150 miles, and for the other portions of the road constructed and 
equipped in the rough or mountainous country for 250 miles such 
bonds at the rate not exceeding an average of $35,000 per mile; but 
it is provided that if it be found, from time to time, that a less number 
of bonds than those stipulated to be indorsed for deli very to construct 
and equip the whole line will provide sufficient money to meet such 
expenditures, then the number of bonds to be delivered shall be corre­
spondingly reduced and all bonds not actually required to pay for the 
actual cost of construction as thus ascertained shall be retained in t.he 
Treasury of the United States, not to be issued, except as subse­
quently provided. 

The bonds denominated Issue B, amounting to '5,000 per mile, it 
is provided shall be retained in the Treasury, and inc se the net pro­
ceeds of sales of lands, with the Government transportation, tele­
graph and postal service, and the earnings of the road, as previously 
provided, shall not equal the amount to be deposited for interest by 
the company, the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to sell a 
sufficient number of such retained guaranteed bonds of Issue B and 
to use the proceeds of such sales to make up any such deficiency; a 
provision inserted to supply a possible temporary want of revenue to 
meet accruing interest during the period of construction, and effect­
ually to guard against the necessity of any advance by the Govern­
ment on account of its guarantee. 

When the earnings and revenues of the company from all sources, 
after the completion of the whole line, shall be sufficient to pay all 
interest guaranteed by the Government, the bonds so retained and not 
sold shall be issued onJy for the purpose of additional construction 
and permanent improvement, upon proof by the certificates of the 
commissioners that such expenditmes are required by the increasing 
business of the company, all such additional property becoming a part 
of the mortgaged premises. 

The scheme for public aid to this national highway is unique, and 
certainly reduces the possible liabilit.y of the Government to the 
minimum. It differs altogether, both in kind and de~ree, from that 
granteu toward the construction of the Union Pacific and Central 
Pacific line. A comparison of the two.is in reality a contrast, and 
the contrast is greatly in favor of the present proposition, when esti­
mated, in view of the liability of loss to the Government in virtue of 
its eng~gements. In the ca-se of the Union Pacific and Central Pa­
cific line the Government made a direct advance of its own bonds to 
an amount double that now proposed, without any provision .for pay­
ments on account of current interest, except to t.he extent of one-half 
the earnings of the roads from Government transportation and 5 per 
cent. of the net earnings, :without provision for a sinking fund, with­
out security for ultimate payment of the principal and accrued inter­
est, except a second ·mortgage, subject to a prior lien for an equal 
nmount without reference to the actual cost of construction, and 
withoue reservation of power over the rates of transportation, until 
it appears that the net earnings of the road and telegraph, including 
the a.mount allowed for services rendered for the United States, after 
deducting all expenditures, including repairs and the furnishing, 
running, and managing the road, shall exceed 10 per cent. upon its 
cost, exclusive of the 5 per c~nt. to be paid to the United States. 

Under these provisions the Government bas contracted an uncon­
ditional liability for .a principaL sum of $64,623,::>12, on which it pays 
an annual interest of $2,877,000, the accnmulations of which, added 

· to the principal sum, already amount t.o near $100,000,000. 
Under the pending bill, the Government issues no bonds of its own, 

and becomes bound to pay none issued by others. It simply guaran­
tees the payment of the annual interest to an amount less than 
$2,000,000 per annum during the currency of the bonds, and holds as 
indemnity the whole capital of the roa«, represented in the value of 
its construction, with all its revenue and income, secured by the lien 
of a mortga~e, which legislation cannot displace without the consent 
of every individual bondholder ; a road in the construction of which 
the Government has taken ample pains to assure itself that not a 
dollar has been made by way of speculation. 

As the mortgage to be given by the company specifically and ex­
pressly secures the payment to the United States of the interest as 
it matures, it is manifest from this statement that the indemnity to 
the Government against ultimate loss is perfect. Its lien under 
the mortgage has priority over that given to the holder of the bonds 
for the principal sum, and ultimate loss by the Government is ren­
dered impossible, unless it can be supposed that the road itself, when 
built, will not be worth the amount of the accruing interest on its 
cost after sinking the whole amount of the capital. Such a suppo-
sition certainlv is not admissible. -

The demonstration, however, on this point can be made still more 
complete and satisfactory. It is not, perhaps, sufficient to show that 
the ultimate security to the Government for reimbursement is ample. 
The point to be established is, that in addition to this there is no 
rational probability that the Government will be called upon to make 
any advances out of its own Treasury on account of its liability on the 
proposed guarantee. The utmost extent, as bas already been stated, 
of this liability is the annual sum of $1,937,500, and that is upon the 
supposition that all the bonds authorized shall have been actually 
issued; and the question is, whether the whole of the net earnings 
of 1,400 miles of road from Fort Worth to San Diego, after comple­
tion, including the whole gross earnings on account of Government 
transportation, military and civil, with the proceeds of the sales of 
lands included in the land grant, will be sufficient for that purpose. 
To do so, laying out of the question all consideration of land sales, 
will require annual net earnings from this part of the line of bU:t 
$1,312 per mile. The average net earnings per mile of road already 
completed and operated by the company for three years ending May 
31, 1878, according to the offiCial reports were $1,908, an excess over the 
required amount of $596 per mile; and that, without the benefit of 
anything but local business, earned by a mere fraction of the road 
not connected with either of its proposed termini, and without any 
business naturally belonging to it as a new transcontinental line. 
The fact that during the past year the Union and Central Pacific 
Railroad Companies earned an average of more than $12,500 per mile 
is, after making every allowance, an absolute assurance of safety; 
for, indeed, there is no reason to believe that tho earnings of a new 
route to the Pa-cific on the thirty-second parallel will not, after comple­
tion, both presently and prospectively, by progressive development 
approximate equality with those of other lines with which it will 
compete for through business. As to a division of the through traf­
fic and travel, there can be no doubt whatever. It is a matter of 
competition and settled upon the adjustment of rates. 1n regard to 
the development of local business, the experience of the existing 
lines takes away the opportunity for surprise, as there is nothing in. 
the region traversed by the southern line that will furnish rea-son 
for any difference in this respect. And there are two circumstances 
chara~teristic of and peculiar to the proposed line that at least may 
be cotmtecl on to counterbalance any supposed disadvantages. 

The first of these is that its construction is a com:pletion, on the 
line of its own latitude, of a complete system of railroads in the 
States east of the Mississippi River, connecting with Atlantic and 
Gulf ports aud intermediate points and sections, which must :natu­
rally find it to be their interest to become feeders to the Texas and 
Pacific Railway and all whose influence will be exerted in its favor. 
On the other hand, the cities of the northern Atlantic seaboard, Bos­
ton, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, now receiving and send­
ing their transcontinenta.l traffic by other because the only existing 
lines, will find it to their own interest to compete with rival cities by 
dividing their own patronage with the southern line. The balance 
of advantage from this source will plainly be with the new line of 
transportation. 

The second ancl more important of these circumstances is that the 
'rexas and Pacific Railroad, skirting as it does the southern bouada.ry 
of the United States, in proximity with rich mineral and agricult­
ural provinces of old Mexico, will form a base line, from and to 
which lateral lines of trade and travel will speedily radiate, pene­
trating across _the border and attracting a new and most profitable 
trade. The states of Chihuahua, Sonora, Coahuila, Sinoloa, and 
Durango will almost immediately be tributary to it; and it cannot 
be long before a market will be found, by means of this transit, 
for the productions of the United States in every portion of our 
sister republic. Tho natural entrance to Hs capital and center is 
southwardly from El Paso, via Chihuahua, Durango, Zacatecas, 
Lagos, and Guanajuato, to the City of Mexico, toward which, by a 
gradual ascent, the topography of the country invites approach and 
access. The key to this whole region and its entire trade, present 
and future, is El Paso, on the line of a. railroad connecting it with 
both oceans and the civilization, capital, and commerce of every 
section of the United States. Nor can it reasonably be objected that 
this prospect is remote. The adjacent states of Mexico are inhabited 
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by a population which, if rude and uncultivated, yet nevertheless 
are not savage, and have established some of the habits and indus­
tries of civilized life, and are ready, as 8oon as the projected railroad 
can be built, to bring to it from considerable distances, over natural 
roads, the products of their labor to exchange for the manufactures 
of this country. 

The general influence exerted by the existence and operations of 
such a line of trade and travel upon our international relations with 
Mexico would necessarily be powerful and of the most beneficial char­
acter, though the present occasion does not seem suitable for enlarg­
ing upon it. .A.s a defense in time of war it would be equal to an army 
or a line of forts, but far more valuable in the preservation of p&ace 
by cultivating its arts and removing the :temptations and occasions 
of hostility. .A.nd that it would open, by legitimate and acceptable 
modes, the northern states of Mexico to industrial colonies, emigrat­
in(J' from our own more populous districts, will not be questioned by 
th~se who ha-ve faith in the manifest destiny of the Anglo-American 
people to occupy and rule this continent, nor that such a settlement 
and the consequent development of the resources and riches of that 
~egion would be fruitful in good and peaceful results to all the inhab­
Itants of the land. 

But the present question is much Rarrower and more definite. It 
is simply this: whether this road, when constructed, will be able, by 
means of its entire net revenue, to pay the guaranteed interest on 
the cost of its construction, so as to insure the Government against 
any ad vance on account of its liability. It is a mer~ question of dol­
lars and cents, and in the light of our own experience, in the history 
of Pacific railway enterprises, a matter of simple calculation. .A.nd 
the conclusion is incontrovertible, that the single items of ~evenue 
derivable from the Gevernment itself, on account of military, Indian, 
postal, and telegraphic service, together with the sums now expended 
on t hose accounts, which will be saved by the economy of transporta­
tiou, will be more than sufficient to meet the Government guarantee. 
Of course, no estimate exactly accurate can now be made of the 
nece sary future expenditures an<l savings of the Government on 
these accounts; but we can approximate the result, within sure 
limits, by a comparison of known facts. We can compare the actual 
allow:1nces and payments made by the Government to the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific Companies for similar services, and the 
expenditures now made for such as are required in other ways to be 
performed, but of like character, on the proposed line of t he Texas 
and Pacific R:1ilroad, and which, on its completion, would be ren­
dered by it. 

On this point the committee of the present Ilonse of Representa­
tives, in their report on the subject, say: 

As a simple measure of economy, the Go;ernment, in the management of its mil­
itary, India~, and postal affairs .• co~.lcl well. a.J!ord to expend more in the construc­
tion of the line proposed by this blll than _It 1s asked.to guarante~. The rate~ of 
transportation cbar~ed on the present Pamfic connection are admitted on all sides 
to be high. Yet the reports of the Quartermaster-General show that the saving to 
the Government on that line, in railroad, over the former mode of transportation by 
wagons, bas been 75 per cent., and that for the two years precedin~ .June ?O, 1874, 
this saving amounted to about $2,000,000 per annum. Now, when this fact lS taken 
into account, that between thirty and forty military posts and elev:en regil!lents of 
Unite-d States soldiers, nearly hall the entire Army, would draw therr supphes from 
tae Texas Pacific Railway; and the further fact that durin~ the years 1865, 1866, and 
18G7 the Government actually paid $16,627,922.47, or more than tive and a. half mill­
ions' annually, for maintaini~g a mili~ry force. in Arizona. and ~ew Mexi!Jo, not 
includinf!; tho expense of lndlaii agenCies, supphes, or transportation of mails and 
stores t-he conclusion is irresistible and unanswerable, that the Government would 
save ~ore than the maximum liability to be assumed under the provisions of this 
bill. 

It appears by a. report made to the Senate by ~ts Committee on 
Pacific Railroads, at the third session of the Fortieth Congress, on 
February 19, 1869, that the amount of Government transportation 
performe~ on the Kansas Pacific line from the time i~ coml!lenced 
doing busmess, October 16, 1&36, to Jannary 1, 1869, durmgwhich the 
Government's use of the line averaged less than two hundred and 
twenty miles, was exactly 1,033,569.94. 

The report of the House committee, from which an extract has been 
read probably estimates too largely the number of military posts that 
wouid be supplied by the Texas and Pacific Railroad when completed. 
Moderating that estimate by reducing it to eighteen posts, embracing 
only about three thousand men and officers, or one-eighth of the Army, 
and it is calculated that upon the single item of transporting sup­
plies, leaving out of the calculation the movement of the troops them­
selves, there would be an annual saving of $130,000. Adding to this 
the cost of transporting the troops when their movement is necessary, 
the reduction of expense by the increased efficiency of the troops, by 
dispatch of movement, dispensing with a large proportion of their 
numbers, an~ the qost of Government tra~sporta;tiou on 3:cc01;mt of the 
Indian service and postal and telegra.ph1c serviCe, and It will hardly 
be denied that the aggregate will not fall below the maximum_ amount 
of the Government guarantee. 

The following statement and tables, furnished from the Interior 
Department by the Auditor of Railroad Accounts, show the amounts 
paid each year from the opening o~. the roads by the G?vernll!ent to 
the Union Pacific, the Kansas Pacific, and Central Pacific Railroads 
for Government service: 

DEPART.MEXT .OF THE L'>TKRIOR, 
OFFICE OF A1JDITOR OF RAILROAD .ACCOUNTS, 

Washington, D. 0., Dece?nber 2, 1878. 
Srn :. In response to yo~ request on Frid~y last, ~ have the honor to tran~mit 

hereWith statements showmg tbe transportation serVIces performed for tho Umted 

States by the Union Pacific Railroad Company, the Cestral Pacific Railroad Com 
pany, and the ~nsas Pacific Rail~ay Company, down to .June :30, 1878, as n&aras 
can be ascertamed at the present time. 

The Central Pacific Railroad Company, not reportin~ as requested by this office, 
their printed reports not containing a division of the service performed, their pre­
vious reports to this Department having been entirely in gross, and no departmeBt 
of the Government havm~ made it a. business to bring together these accounts in 
the past, the fignres have been given in gross and are approximate. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. STA!\"'LEY MATIHEWS, 
THOMAS FRENCH, Auditor_ 

United States Senate, Washington, D. 0. 

U11ion Pacific Railroad. 

' Freight. Troops. Mails. Total. 

.Julyl, '66, to Dec. 31, '68 s;.ll7, 766 56 til, 004, 673 06 186,098 40 $1,508, 53 02 
Year ending Dec.31, 69. 203,428 54 279,947 36 268,300 70 751,676 60 
Year ending Dec.31, '70 . 237,913 39 287,486 12 274,513 56 799,913 07 
Year ending Dec. 31, '71. 213,585 15 227,903 70 283,748 00 725,236 85 
Year ending Dec. 31, '72 . 170, 158 06 303,154 12 283,855 00 757, 167 18 
Year ending Dec. 31, '73. 219,939 65 24tl, 117 88 283,855 00 751,912 53 
Year ending Dec. 31, '74 . 316,840 21 250,702 76 345,758 00 913. :300 97 
Year ending Dec. 31, '75 . 234,596 13 176,243 65 :325,143 00 735,982 7 8 
Year ending Dec. 31, '76. 374,387 65 2-23,614 78 574,139 00 1,172, 1414 3 
Year ending Den. 31, '77 . 362,208 21 2::13,251 25 596,775 00 1, 252,234 4 6 
Six months ending .r nne 

30,1878 ....•........•• . 133,798 69 94, 551 82 298,337 50 526,738 0 
----------------

Twel;e years ending 
.Tune 30, 1878 ......... . 2, 784, 62'2 21 3, 389, 646 50 *3, 720, 573 16 9, 894,841 9 <f 
"A charge of $22,636 per month for the period from February, 1876, to .June 30, 

1878, inclusive, additional to the amount allowed by the Post-Office Department, is 
included in this statement. 

Kansas Pacific Railway. 

Freight. Troops. 

Up to Doo.31,1866 .•••••.••........................ . 
Year ending Dec. 31 , '67. $368, 310 o-2 108, 757 10 
Year ending Dec. 31, '68. 333, 808 73 95, 196 25 
Year ending Dec. 31, '69 . 227,358 06 85, 313 42 
Year ending Dec. :n, '70. 148, 867 49 95,220 32 
Year ending Dec. 31, '71. 155, 101 10 73,938 35 
Year ending Dec. 31, '72. 97, 149 90 72, 426 82 
Year ending Dec. 31, '73 . 54,107 65 52,502 85 
Year ending Dec. 31, '74 . 30,215 60 33, 861 95 
Year ending Dec. 31, '75. 66, 324 94 47, 802 30 
Year ending Dec. 31, '76. 67,547 29 56,835 16 
Year ending Dec.. 31, '77. 30, 013 80 34, 154 70 
Six months ending .June 

30, un8.. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 14, 225 30 3, 012 96 

Mails. 

$10,237 50 
34,841 12 
58, 91!) 20 
115,550 00 
73,476 32 
63,163 80 
82,935 84 
9~. 655 00 

137, 24:l 50 
124,380 00 
118,161 00 
111,942 00 

40,011 97 

Total. 

$10,237 50 
5tl, 908 24.\ 
487,920 18 
378, 2'21 48 . 
317,564 13 

~~:~~ ~ 
205,265 50 
201,320 os. 
238,507 24 
242,543 45 
176,110 50 

57,310 23 

Total to .June 30, 1878... 1, 593, 029 88 759; 082 18 1, 019, 512 25 3, 371, 624 31 

Central Pacific Rail1'oad. 

Post-Office War Depart-
Department. ment. Total. 

From-, 1867, to .Jnne 30, 1878. .. .. $2,212,449 57 $1,328,515 21 $3,540,964 78 

They show that in a little less th:1n twelve years the Government 
has paid to these roads, forming in fact but one line, on account of 
services rendered to it in the transportation of Government freight 
and troops and for the mails, the aggregate sum of $13,807,430.99, or 
at the rate per annum of $1,317,285.91. 

In view of these considerations and the facts upon which they a.re 
based, I submit, Mr. President, that it is not fair or just to the present 
measure to dfspose of it upon the summary objection that it proposes 
a subsidy. I am quite well aware that that word is supposed to be 
powerful as a spell-to be ~ name with which to conjure-that it 
conveys an odious imputation sufficient to frighten away all self­
respecting support from any proposal to which it is applied; but,-sir, 
it can hardly be regarded as the part of either wisdom or courage to 
shrink from the advocacy of any right cause lest it be confounded 
by ignorance or malice, or even through honest misconception, with 
something different that is wrong. Much less is there manliness in 
cowering before an apparition which is created by our own imagi­
nary apprehensions, or in fleeing from the pursuit of the phantoms of 
our own fears. 

In the present instance the word is altogether misapplied. In its 
odious sense the proposition of the bill has no single feature of a. 
sul;>sidy. It involves nothing but what falls within the usual and 
legitimate scope and province of our limited constitutional Govern­
ment. It is not a bounty to any private interest. It is the execu­
tion of a trust and function purely public, and solely upon grounds 
and motives of public interest. It is not more a subsidy than is a. 
most necessary appropriation of public money to the improvement 
of a river or harbor. The agency of a corporate body is employed, 
not for its own sake and benefit, ~ut simply because it is the best 
and most convenient instrument to perform the obligation of the 
Government. The National Government charters a system of n:1-
hon:1l b.mks and endows them with franchises and enables them to. 
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employ, to their own profit, the public credit, but it would be a 
misnomer to nickname this valuable privilege a subsidy because it 
is the chosen means to render an equivalent public service. 

There are some, no doubt, who sincerely believe that it is beyond 
the province, not merely of the National Government under the Con­
stitution, but of government itself, even when unlimited except by 
itrs essential nature and purposes, to extend its powers and means 
beyond the simplest protection of individual personal rights. But 
that is not my creed. I believe government is something larger and 
deeper than that; that its limits are not to be defined by right lines; 
that it is the wisdom and strength of all, for all the common purposes 
of social life which in their nature or by reason of special circum­
stances cannot be compassed by individual and several action; that 
om Constitution is the frame of a perpetual government, which inter­
prets itself by its adaptation to the life and growth of a people whose 
destiny is greater than any of their existing institutions, and that it 
is to be construed strictly, indeed, a,s against public and private rights, 
but liberally for their promotion, in order that it may not fail of any 
of the benevolent purposes for which it was ordained. 

The construction of this additional highway across the oontinent, 
in my judgment, is a great., distinctive, national work. There ie not 
a cherished object for which we can imagine ourselves to exist as a 
nation to which it is not a valuable auxiliary. It is a measure of 
national defens~ and better than an army, a navy, or fortificatiom. 
It is a merumre of peace upon our border with a people with whom, 
although our nearest neighbors, we live in a condition of constant 
irritation, and yet with whom we ought to have the most intimate and 
mutually profitable relations of friendly commerce. It is a measure 
of civilization to the Indians in our Southern and Western States and 
Territeries, not only by concentrating our power of forcible subjec­
tion, but bringing them within easy reach of the influences which 
must either change their habits to those of civilized life or hasten 
their extermination. It is a measure of domestic empire, binding 
toO'ether by multiplie(l ties the interests of our Atlantic and Pacific 
co~sts. It is a measure of commerce between the States, furnishing 
new markets to regions not able fairly to share in the communica­
tions which have been heretofore established, and who have a fair 
right to demand a development, to national proportions, of their local 
resources, and to establish upon their own lines of latitude, the 
course of emigration and trade. It is a measure of commerce with 
foreiO'n nations, openins a new highway, under national regulation, 
to th~ growing traffic w1th the world beyondourwestern seas, eman­
cipated from the shackles of a monopoly and solving for the conti­
nent the great problem of cheap transportation, yielding to capital 
enough, but exacting from productions no more than, under the 
supervision lfnd guardianship of the Government itself, shall, from 
time to time, be found adequate to a healthy equilibrium between 
the great forces of production and distri_bution. 

It is this feature which makes the present proposition unique and 
gives to it its chief value and significance. 'l'he bill secures to Con­
gress, in unequivocal terms, the right to regulate rates for the trans­
portation of through freight and passengers and for postar and tele­
graphic service, not merely over that portion of the line constructed 
under the provisions of the bill, but over the entire lines of the Texas 
and Pacific Railway, including that portion now in operation, and 
over the entire lines' of connecting companies claiming privileges 
under the provisions of the bill, and the right to exercise a general 
supervision and control, so far as it shall be necessary s;, to do in the 
interest of the Government of the United States, to secure prompt 
transportation for its own wants and for the public, and to protect 
the actual capital invested and all liabilities of the Government for 
guarantee of interest made under the act. · 

The guarantee of earnings sufficient to pay the interest on the cost 
of construction is the natural and necessary corollary from tho reser­
vation of the unlimited control over the prices of transportation. 
For it is manifest that without an equivalent guarantee private cap­
ital could not put itself at the mercy of-arbitrary control in the hands 
of its customers with adverse interests. Certainly none can be found 
with private means to build such a road, giving up the right to a 
voice in determining whether its operations shall be conducted at a 
profit or a loss. But if the Government reserves the power to dictate 
rates, it has also created an interest in behalf of the public, which it 
represents by its own guarantee of net income sufficient to pay the 
interest on the capital inyestecl in the actual cost of ~onstruction, to 
maintain rates so as to indemnify itself. 

It is from overlooking the fact of this provision and underestimating 
its value that ha,s led to a misapprehension of the attitude toward 
this project of the Southe.rn Paciiic Railroa-d Company of California, 
inducing a belief in some quarters that it proposed and stood ready 
to carry forward into complete execution this scheme of a new com­
peting Pacific Railroad without aid from the Government. This is 
alt<>gether a mista.ke. I know of no such offer. The Southern Pacific 
Railroad Company of California, in connection with the Central Pa­
cific Railroatl Company of that State, has built a railroa-d to Fort 
Yuma, has crossed the military reservation at that point and the Col­
orado River into Arizona., and is reported to be proceeding, without 
congressional authority certainly, but under laws of that Territory, 
t() Maricopa Wells, in a direction apparently tending to El Paso, and 
professing the intention to construct to that point; whether for the 
purpose there of makin~ a railroad connect.ion, under a Texas charter, 
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to Galveston and New Orleans, or whether intending to diverge before 
reaching El Paso, so as to meet the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe 
Railroad at Albuquerque or Casa Colorado, is the subject at present 
of conjecture merely. 

But what that company has done, or is now doing and may here­
after do, is altogether immaterial, and for this reason: that, whatever 
it may do or intend, it docs not mean to construct or to aid in the con­
struction of a tr~continental railway which shall compete for busi­
ness or in rates with the existing line from San Francisco to Omaha. 
More than this seems to be the intent, and that .is, that whatever it 
is engaged in doing has at least for one of its purposes that of defeat­
ing and preventing the construction and operation of the Texas and 
Pacific Railroad as a free and open highway competing for the 
through trade and travel between the oceans, subject to the unlimited 
regulation of Congress ancl at rates to be from time to time estab­
lished by it in the sole interest of tho Government and people of the 
United States. And the sacrifices the Southern and Central Pacific 
Railtoad Companies show themselves willing to make to that end in 
the construction of lines which they shall continue to control in the 
interest of their present monopoly is the measure of what they fear 
from the establishment of an open competition by means of the Texas 
and Pacific Railroad. The evil they fear to their own interests is 
precisely equal to the public good which it means and measures. If 
those who plan ancl labor for public interests alone were a match in 
clear-sightedness and zeal for those who plan and labor for their pri­
vate and personal ends, the enthusiasm in behalf of the pending bill 
would be at least equal to the energy and determination displayed by 
its rivals to defeat it. 

I impute to the great corporations now in possession and cd'htrol 
of the sole highway to the Pacific, and to their able and powerful 
managers, no motives and designs with any vice not inherent in hu­
man nature itself, nor charge them with deliberately and consciously 
seeking a private benefit at the expense of a manifest public good. 
It is quite likely that they believe the interests of the whole nation 
can be best subserved by measures which they devise for the promo­
tion of their own, for no mistake is more easily fallen into than to 
substitute our own for the public good. 

_But what I believe and affirm is, that these companies and their 
managers are determined, if possible, to preoccupy the ground and 
forestall the action of Congress, in order that, by defeating as un­
necessary the pending proposition, they may be left in the undis­
turbeu possession and enjoyment of the right to tax, according to the 
demands of their own interests; the vast volume of transcontinental 
trade ancl traffic which enriches their treasury and enables them to 
build up breastworks against competition. 

Let those who are unwilling to emancipate this enormous public 
interest from the burden of this ever-growing mortgage by the con­
struction of a line which shall be the servant and not the master of 
this trade, for fear of the popular condemnation of subsidies, reflect 
upon the ten-fold greater subsidy which they vote to the existing 
lines by perpetuating their monopoly and securing to them perma­
nently the right and power of dictating the terms upon which they 
will perform the public duty for which they were created. It is a 
strange and incongruous spectacle that a popular jealousy against 
subsidies and corporate privileges should be invoked against a meas­
ure the very object of which is, and whose effect must certainly be, 
to curb and restrain monopoly built upon subsidy, and in behalf of 
corporate power more potent and exacting than any ever before 
known in our history. · 

Some idea of its capacity to prey upon the commerce it was in­
tended to foster and facilitate may be gath erecl from the fact that the 
joint management of the presenb Pacific roads is able to exact $2,400 
a car load of ten tons of what it is pleased to style double first-class 
frei{jht from every shipper who is unwilling to agree to give to its 
line, as against the ocean route by steamship or sailing ve~se1, the 
whole of his freight in all seasons. It would be better, as a matter 
of pecuniary profit to the people, that the Government should at 
once release these roads from the obligation to repay their indebted­
ness to it, in consideration of a concession of the right to regulate 
tlJJlir tariff of charges. The excess that might reasonably bo thus 
reuuced would be cheaply capitalized at the amount of the debt, 
large as it is. It would be better still to establish a competition by 
the construction of a new road, subject to the regulation of the Gov­
ernment, which, in its turn, upon the principle of competition, would 
be the regulator of all its rivals. At the worst, it is but the transfer 
of an investment now employed as a means of inj!ll'Y and oppression 
to the trade of the whole country into an instrument ~or its emanci­
pation. 

How effective an instrument for that purpose the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad might and would be is made manifest by a comparison be­
tween the cost of its construction with that of the existing lines; for 
it is evident that the reasonable cost of transportation will be less­
ened by whatever lessens the cost of the indispensable means of 
effecting it. If the existing roads could be replaced by others at 
much less than their original and present cost, of course the new sub­
st1tmes could afford, making equal profits upon the investment, to 
perform the same service at a proportionably less cl;Jarge ; and if a 
competing road oau be built at a less cost than that of existing lines, 
it is evident that the new and cheaper road, can dictate the rates for 
its rivals. 

I 
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A comparison between the existing lines from the Mississippi River 
at Rock Island, to San Francisco, by Omaha, and the proposed line of 
the Texas and Pacific Railroad, as to the cost of construction and 
operation, will show the following results: ~ 

The length of the•Texas and Pacific Railroad, constructed and to 
be constructed, according to the provisions of this bill, from the Mis­
sissippi River to San Diego, is 1,867 miles at the longest distance; that 
of the line on the forty-first para1lel, from Rock Island to San Fran­
cisco, is 2,227 miles ; a difference of 360 miles in fa v~r of that now pro­
posed. 

The difference in the cost of construction is much more marked. 
On the northern line it is for 2,277 .miles $251,013,924, which is an 
average of $112,983 per mile. On the Texa-s and Pacific line, estimat­
ing for the cost of the longest extension to the Mississippi River, it 
will be $64,172,000, or an average of but $36,316 per mile. This is less 
than one-third the average cost of the present line and is an aggre­
gate saving for the whole line of $186,441,924, or $76,667 per mile of 
road. , 

This average of 36,316 is nearly 810,000 per mile in excess of the 
estimated cost of the new road to be constructed, because it includes 
the higher average of the constructed portion east of Fort Worth, 
built during the period of high prices and under great disadvantages 
for the transportation of material, and also the whole a.mount of the 
$7,000,000 of bonds to be retained by the United States, a. part only 
of which it is believed will be actually issued. And to complete the 
transit from San Diego to San Francisco a. steamship plant of five or 
six first-class steamers could be created at a cost not exceeding 
$3,000,000, which, in addition to the Arizona, New Mexican, and trans­
contiwntal traffic, would accommodate 'l.ll the coast business between 
San Diego and San Francisco. 

But adding the cost of the Southern Pacific Railron.d of California. 
as a branch of the 'l'exas and Pacific Railroad from Fort Yuma, to 
make an all-rail connection with San Francisco, which is for 720 
miles $67,299,120, and we have the aggregate cost of the entire line 
$131,471,120, which is still $120,142,804less than the cost of the pres­
ent line via Omaha. 

That the cost of operating the Texas and Pacific line will be less 
than that of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific is manifest from 
various considerations. The distance, as we have seen, is 360 miles 
in favor of the former. In addition, the difference in the character 
of the roads, as to curves and grades, is still more in its favor. By 
the Texas and Pacific lin'3 the divide of tlie continent is crossed at an 
elevation of 4,893 feet on very light grades, not exceeding 66 feet to 
the mile, while on the entire line the total length of grades between 
80 and 105 feet will not exceed 45 miles, and between 66 and 80 feet, 
72 miles. The maximum gradient, except at a few points, is not more 
than 66 feet to the mile. The extreme elevation upon the line is 
5,027 feet, against 8,235 feet upon the Union Pacific and 6,988 feet 
upon the Central Pacific road; the total ascent and descent being 
38,245 feet, agallist 54,812 feet on the other line. This diJference of 
altitude of i.tself constitutes a difference of climate, with the natural 
result of a line which is free from obstruction by snow at all seasons 
of the ·year, forming the natural highway across the continent, as 
well as the shortest that can be constructed within United States 
territory between the two oceans. 

What verge and room there is for a reduction in the tolls levied by 
way of transportation charges upon the commerce carried across the 
continent is to be seen most conspicuously by a. review of the pro­
gressive increase of rates for the past three years as established by 
the present line. 

The tariff of these companies in force previous to March 4, 1875, 
shows that their through freight rates between New York and San 
Francisco were on first-class goods $3.25 per one hundred pounds ; 
on second-class goods, $2 per one hundred pounds; on third-class 
goods, $1.90 per one hundred pounds; on fourth-class goods, $1.80 per 
ene hundred pounds, with special rates as against sailing-vessels 
around Cape Horn for low-grade freights running from $1.40 to $1.70 
per one hundred pounds. 

In that month, immediately after the adjournment of Congress, a 
bill to secure the completion of the Texas and Pacific Railway hav­
ing faileu, and the Pacific mail steamship subsidy act having bee~ 
repealed, a new tariff of freight rates between New York and San 
Francisco was issued, by which first-class freights were raised to $5 
per one hundred pounds; and on the 29th of the same month the ra~es 
were increased to $6 for first class, $5 for second class, $4 for thrrd 
class, and $5 for fourth class. 

These rates nominally have oontinued in force until the present 
time; but by a eircnl:n issued by the companies, a copy of which I 
have examined, dated July 29, 1878, and issued since the adjournment 
of Congress at its last session, notice is given of very important 
changes in the classification of merchandise, affecting the rates of 
freight in a very remarkable degree. The following are examples: 

Blankets, which, in the regular published freight tariff of Febru­
ary 28, 1878, are rated as second class, under the (1ircnlar of July 29 
are declared to be double first class, and when shipped in bales, under 
written release, at one-and-a-half times first-class rates. 

Organs, melodeons, and pianos, boxed, are changed from first class 
to one-and-a-half times first class. 

Ribbons, &c., changed from first class to double first class. 
So canvas, clothing, comforta.bles, cotton bags and bagging, and 

many other articles are changed from first and second class to doubie 
first class. By that change. first-class goods, instead of paying on a 
ten-ton car load at $6 per one hundred pounds, amounting to 1,320, 
would pay $2,640, and even that double rate is to be doubled upon 
any excess of twenty-two hundred pounds loaded in any car by the 
shipper. 

]io exhibit other than this is needed to account for the fact that, 
while during the past years of business depression all other ra.ilroads 
in the country have shared the losses of the community, many having 
struggled in vain to earn the interest on their indebtedness and but 
few able to pay dividends to their stockholders, the net earnings and 
profits of these companies have enabled them, even on a decreased 
volum~ of business, for the year encling J nne 30, 187 , to declare and 
pay as dividends-the Union Pacific, $2,204,70(;); the Central Pacific, 
$4,342,040; as appears by the official report of the Secretary of the 
Interior,just laid on our table. 

Mr. President, I do not envy these companies their wealth and 
power. I do not refer to these facts to excite hostility to their pros­
perity. I do not accuse them of any illegality. I uo not invoke 
against them any legislation to deprive them of any of their just 
rights. I do not even think it would be legitimate for Congress to 
exert its acknowledged power to take from them the fruit of any 
reasonable expectation. Dut a mere description of these privileges 
and opportunities includes the conviction of an inevitable abuse of 
their powers. Irresponsible authority lodged in a corporate body 
organized for the profit of its members never has failed and never 
will fail of being abused. It ought to be counteracted and checked, 
ancl that can best be done by setting in healthful activity the whole­
some and corrective principle of competition, by the operation of 
which the keen rivalry and sharp struggle of opposing private inter­
ests co-operate for the public good. That sole ground is the sufficient 
justification for the passage of the pending bill. 

Thus far, Mr. President, I have considered the merits 0f this meas­
ure upon grounds of public interest, equally affecting the whole 
country without any distinction of locality. In respect to the topic 
first considered, if the construction and operation of this road should 
have, as it must have, the effect to lighten the present tax upon the 
transcontinental commerce, that advantage would accrue equally to 
every part and section of the country. There is not an industry in 
the Ian~ that would not in some degree share in the benefit. Ev-ery 
commercial city and center would feel its influence in quickened pro­
ductions and a livelier trade; and Boston, New York, and Philadel­
phia would reap their sharo of the profit, even though not one of 
them should ever in fact receive by means of it an additional cus­
tomer or a single pound of merchandise to their markets. And so 
also every expected service from which I have derived an argument 
is one to be rendered to the general good, and not specially to that 
of any part of the country. 

But I should do injustice to my own convictions if I alto~ether 
omitted one consideration which I confess has materially contnbuted 
to the formation of my favorable opinion of the project. 

The Con itution of the United States, while it confen-ed upon Con­
gress general power :c to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the several States, and with the Indian tribes,'' has nevertheless 
deemed it important also to declare that ''no preference shall be 
given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one 
State over those of another." And this is but one expression and 
illustration of that spirit of impartiality which pervades the whole 
frame of the Government. The Constitution knows no section, makes 
no discrimlnation between States, and the rule of its administration 
is equal and exact justice among all its citizens. The Government 
owes protection to and demands obedience alike from all without 
distincti<m of color, creed, or condition, and every power is a trust 
for the whole and all its parts. Even the incidental advantages aris­
ing unavoidably in the exercise of its functions ought to be distrib­
uted so as not to excite suspicion of partiality. 

The circumstances that led to the location and construction of the 
present railroad line to the Pacific are well known. The occasion was 
a national necessity that admitted of no delay and was permitted no 
choice. There is nothing to regret in tho legishttion of that d.1y ex­
cept the want of faith which could not foresee the wonderful success 
of the enterprise as an investment of capital and which therefore 
conceded to corporate privilege more than was needed for the public 
service or advantageous to the public interests. 

But it is undeniable that, in point of fact, it has not only caused 
an unexampled development and growth of the territory the im­
provement has traversed, but has greatly enriched the lines of trans­
portation and the commercial cities a.nu centers with which it was 
directly connected. And while it has been of incalculable benefit to 
the general interests of the country at large, it has also, and quite as 
conspicuously, conferred special and immensely valuable advantages 
upon particul·ar localities. It has been the natural and most profita­
ble extension and development of the east and west lines of railroad 
north of the Ohio River, and contributed to the wealth which a new 
and rich commerce has brought to the cities, both inland and on the 
sea-coast, in the line of that trade. That commerce is in its infancy; 
its growth is certain ; its ultimate magnitude beyond all present con­
ception. 

The States and Territories on the South Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Lower 1\Iississippi, and Texas, shall they not participate in its 
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profits 'f They have their productions, some peculiar to their region, 
that are wanted in the more distant markets of our continental em­
pire, antl in the still more distant markets of the world beyond the 
seas. They have their own east and west lines of railroad communi­
cation cennecting the ports and cities of the South Atlantic and the 
Gulf of Mexico with the valley of the Mississippi, and stretching 
beyond toward the western frontiers of Texas. The undeveloped 
territories, farther west and in the same latitude, are expecting, with 
untold treasures of precious ores, the opportunity of settlement and 
development. Southern California, with her magnificent harbor at 
San Diego, presents her claim to consideratio~. A~ a mere .question 
of commerce, internal and external, and of natwnalrnternalimprove­
ment, the .consideration of that justice which consists in the impar­
tial administration and application of the powers and resources of 
the Government among the material interests of the different parts 
of the country is conclusive in behalf of the present measure. It is 
inde.ed by comparison less than justice, u the rule of justice is 
equality, and tardy too; indeed the very least that ought to be ten-
dered in satisfaction of its rightful claims. · 

Mr. President, tny interest in this question existed before I had any 
expectation of ever occupying a seat in this body. In November, 
1875, I was one of many delegates representing the commercial 
bodies of the city of Cincinnati, in a convention called to consider 
the subject which assembled in thecityof Saint Louis. I was unex­
pectedly to myself called to preside over that large and most respectable 
body, and as such it wa-s made my duty to prepare an address to the 
people of the United States exprer>sing the sense of the convent ion 
.upon the merits of this measure. In doing so, upon the particular 
topic which I have just presented, I used language which I am will­
ing now and here to adopt. It is as follows : 

The line of said road in behalf of which the present a1_>peal is made is intended 
to conn.ect the entire southern system of railroads-termina.ting at the Mississippi 
River and reachin~; through the interior to the Atlantic-with the Pacific coast. 
That its construction and completion would put them on an equal footing with the 
parallel lines to the north, for the transcontinental trade, is quite evident., and 
that they have a right to expect that equality follows from the character of our 
Government, as equal and impartial in 1ts administration, discriminating neither 
for nor against any. That it would rapidly develop the sparsely settled country 

· in the Southwest, and people the Territories between Texas and the Pacific with 
a tide of e~rants flowing along their accust{)med lines of latitude, is equally 
evident to all who have observed the conditions according t.o which our bor­
ders have advanced toward the west. That it would give new life to the rail­
road system of the South, by furnishing it its natural :md legitimate extension, 
those most interested will bear unquestionable testimony, a result that of itself 
would be the sign and consequence of an aoti>e and revived industry wherever 
their lines penetrate. The Sont·h would li>e again, and find a new ana better life 
than ever before in the busy and diversified industry of a contented, because pros­
pering, population. Does not this consideration weigh heavily in the argument 
for the public aid to this enterprise 1 We have been waiting lon~ years ~for the 
people of the South to forget the calamities of our civil war. Nothing will tend so 
IU'eatly and so certainly to bury the remembrance of them forever as the rising of 
that tide of prosperity which is sure to come in upon them, and upon us all, like a 
flood, when the Government shall stretch out its handi! 'to them to help and not to 
hurt, and to lend to them for a time, without cost or loss to itself, that public 
credit which would be so much strengthened and increased by the ganeral pros­
perity which it will be used to promote. Such a measure would be the great healing 
act of Federal legislation, giving itR assurance that the people of the Union and 
their common representatives, in the exercise of the public power and the employ­
ment of the common wealth, know no sections in the country, no divisions among 
the people, but are zealous anrl anxious to exert all their functions, so as equally to 
promote the growth and prosperity of every part and memaer. 

Mr. President, if considerations of local interest are or ought to 
have any weight in the determination of this question, there is ofle 
which I may be excused for adverting to a-s naturally having an influ­
ence upon my own course as one of the Senators from Ohio. The 
principal city of that State, the city of Cincinnati, with which my 
own personal history and interests are identified, is now about com­
pleting a railroad to Chattanooga in Tennessee, a distance bf a little 
over three hundred miles. It has already authorized in its construc­
tion the expenditure of $18,000,000. The investment, rncluding its 
equipment, will ultimately represent a capital of over $20,000,000. 
The work was begun and has been prosecuted by the city in its munici­
pal character and a-s its .sole proprietor. It baa been executed under 
laws of the State, the constitution of which expressly declares that-

The General Assembly shall never' authorize any county. city, town, or to~­
ship, by vote of its citizens or otherwise, to become a stockholder in any joint stock 
company, corporation, or association whatever; or to raise money for or lo:m Us 
credit to or in aid of any such company, corporation, or association; 

the supreme court of the State deciding that the prohibition did 
not extend to the construction of a railroad by the city itself, that 
being a public work within the legitimate purposes of municipal 
{)rganization, even although it is built outside the State itself. The 
object of the city in this large outlay of money is to secure to itself 
trade from the railroad system of the South. At Chattanooga. it con­
nects immediately with the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, and 
through it and others with the whole system of railroads which covers 
with its network the area between the South Atlantic and Gulf coasts 
and the Mississippi River and west through Texas, as far as it may 
be extended. Whether the city of Cincinnati shall reap the benefit 
it has expected from the construction of its own southern roa.d, in 
which it has so large an interest, direct and indirect, depends upon 
the prosperous development of the business of that entire southern 
system of which it has thus become a. part. And it is a matter of 
special and peculiar interest whether it shall, by means of that con­
nection, be permitted to share in the transcontinental and Pacific 
commerce. • 

The construction of the Texas and Pacific Railroad will form a line 
in which its own road will constitute an important link. The value 
to its manufactures and trade of such a connection, while it would 
not o.f itself justify, iu my own eyes, my advocacy of the measure, . 
yet, as it coincides with the great and general interests of the whole 
country that are involved with it, ~nables ~e .to satisfy .my own con­
victions of duty and at the same time assiSt m promotmg the local 
interest of those who constitute at least a part of my constituency. 
It is my strong conviction that, i.f th~ present bill be~omes a law, n.s 
I trust it will, when the great work 1t proposes to atd shall be coR­
structed and in successful operution, its beneficent influence upon 
the various and extensive intere ts, not of the South alone, nor of any 
particular locality, but of the whole country and o! all its pa1·ts, will 
be as universally acknowledge(l as it will be widely, deeply, and per­
manently felt, and will amply justify and vindicate those who to-day 
advocate n.nd support it. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill called up by the Senator from 
Ohio will now resume u.nd retain its place upou the Calenclar. 

OIDoSION IN ENROLL:\IESf. 

Mr. CON OVER submitted the following resolution; which was con­
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

R<!solved, That a. committee of three Senators, to be appointed by the Chair, be 
directed to in>esti~te and report to the Senate how or in what manner a. section 
in the bill (H. R. ~o. 5130) known as the snndry civil bill. relating to the Hot. 
Springs of Arkansas, passed at tbc last ses ion of Congress, was omitted in the bill 
as enrolled; whether Senator CoxovER had any connection therewith ; whether 
any officer of tho Government, and who, pretended, after the adjournment of the­
last session of Congress, to investi_!!ate the matt~r; what investigation was made, 
and what testimony, if any, was taken in that investigation; as well as the testi­
mony to be taken by tho said committee; and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the bill (H. R. No. 

4228) to promote the educn.tion of the blind; and it was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

DISTRICT SBWERAGE. 

Mr. ROLLINS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
presented a plan for the improvement of the system of sewerage in 
the District of Columbia, submitted at the invitation of that com­
mittee by Gustavus A. Karwiese; which was ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIO~. 

Several executive messages were received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. 0. L. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consi<le1'a­
tion of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to ; and the Senate proceeded to the con­
sideration of executive business. After eight minutes spent in execu­
tive session the doors were reopene<l, and (at one o'clock and fifty­
seven minutes p.m.) the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.· 
TuESDAY, IJece-mber 3, 1878. 

The House met at twelve o'clock ru. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISO~, D. D. 

·The Jo~rnal of. yesterday was read and approved. 

MORNING HOUR. 

Mr. HALE. As there was no morning hour yesterday for the refer­
ence of bills and as many gentlemen desire to introduce them for ref­
erence, I suggest by unanimous consent a morning hour be allowed 
to-day for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. Or so much as may be necessary. 
Mr. KELLEY. Let it befortheintroductionaud refereuceof bills 

and resolutions. 
~1r. HALE. Precisely as the ordinary morning hour, for introduc­

tion and reference. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the proposition to the House. 
Mr. REAGAN. I understand the bill reported from the Committee 

on Commerce in relation to interstate commerce is the unfinished 
business before the House, but I will interpose no objection if the 
morning hour will not interfere with that bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will see that bill does not lose any of 
its rights. It is affected, however, by Rule 136 of the House and by 
Joint Rule 21, both rules providing that the unfinished business of a 
preceding session shall not be taken up until after six days of the suc­
ceeding session. The Chair of course will recognize the gentleman 
from Texas at the expiration of that time on the unfinished business 
to which he refers. 

The gentleman from Maine proposes by unanimous consent there 
shall be allowed a morning hour, as if on .Monday, foF' the purpose of 
introducing bills and resolutions for reference. Is there objection! 

There was no objection, and it wa-s ordered accordingly 
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Mr. BA~"'NING. Is the call to continue uRtil all the States are poses;" which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com-
gone through with ' mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands. 

. PRINTING PRESIDE..~T'S l\IESSAGE. 
1\fr. GARFIELD. I ask to introduce the usual joint resolution 

touching the printing of the President's message. 
The C1erk read as follows: 
P.esolved, That 20,000 copies of the President's message with ~eports of the De­

p:rrtments proper, and without the accompanying documents, be printed for the 
use.of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER. That resolution, under the law, will be referred 
to tho Committee on Printing. 

PERSO~AL EXPLANATIOY. 
Mr. PATTERSON, of New York. I rise, Mr. Speaker, to what I 

deem to be a question of privilege. On the 21st day of June last a 
gentJ.eman introduced a resolution in rel.ation to war claims. It was 
put on its passage, and had in the affirmative 24 and in the negative 
12~ .votes; and I was reported on that occasion as being absent or 
dodging. I was not absent, nor did I withhold my vote, but voted 
in the negative on that question. I desire the record shall show, if 
possible, that. I was not out of my seat, but was here on that occa­
sion and vot ed in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unableto see how the Journal ofthe 
last session of Congress can be corrected, but the object the gentle­
man has in view is reached by the statement he has just made, a-s ·it 
will go into the RECORD. The Chair desires to say in addition that 
he knows of no member of the House who during the last session of 
Congress. was more constant in his attendance upon the sessions of the 
House than ihe gentleman from New York. 

PROCEEDL~GS L.~ l\IANDAM:US. 
Mr. HALE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5232) to reg­

u]ate proceedings in mandamus; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to · be 
printed. 

DE~'LS SULLIVAN. 
Mr. JONES, of New Hampshire, introd1,1ced a bill (H. R. No. 5233) 

granti-ng an increase of pension to Dennis Sullivan; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions, and ordered tt} be printed. 

PROPERTY L~ CUSTODY OF POSTMASTERS. 
Mr. HENDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5234) authorizing the 

Sixth Auditor of the Treasury Department to examine and allow 
clai'llls against the United States for property lost or destroyed while 
in the custody of postmasters; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and 
(}rdered to be printed. 

llEl\IOSETIZATIOX OF SILVER._ 
· Mr. HENDEE also presented,joint resolution of the Legislature of 
the State of Vermont, relative to the remonetization of silver; which 
was J?eferred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
and ordered •to be printed. 

DAVID WARD. 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5235) for the relief of David 
Ward, of Middlesex, Washington County, Vermont; which was read 
a first and s~cond time, referred to the Committee of Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

INCREASE OF CERTAIN PENSIONS. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 523&) 

to inoreas~ the pensions of certain pensioned soldiers and sailors who 
are utterly helpless from injuries received or disease contracted while 
in the United States service; which was reacl a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
p1·inted. 

REDEMPTION OF TRADE-DOLLARS . . 
Mr. PHELPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5237) to provide for the 

redemption and recoin age of trade-dollars and their reissue in standard 
dollars of 412t grains ; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to 
be printed. 

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT. 
Mr. WOOD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5238) to authorize the issue 

of certificates of deposit; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIA~I NEPHEW KING. 

Mr. WOOD also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5239) for the relief of 
William Nephew King; which wa-s read a first and second time, re­
ferred-to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Al\ffiNDMENT OF SUNDRY CIVIL ACT. 
Mr. WILLIS, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5240) to 

amend a certain section of an act approved June 20, 187t:l, entitled 
"An act making appropriations for sundry ci vii expenses of the Gov­
ernment for the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1879, and for 6ther pur-

TREATY WITH THE NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION. 
1\fl.. COX, of New York, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 

202) as to giving notice to the North German Confederation to termi­
nate the treaty of February 22, 1868; which was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I ask that the joint r esolution may. be read at 
length. 

The joint resolution was read in extenso, and wa,s referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

~~ 1\I. PAULDrnG. 
Mr. CHITTENDEN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5241) granting a 

pension-to AnuM. Paulding, widow of Rear-Admiral Hiram Pauld­
ing; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PHEBE BAR1\'"ES. 
1\Ir. PATTERSON, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5242) 

for the relief of Phebe Barnes, widow of Dexter Barnes;' which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CHAPTER 10 OF REVISED STATUTES. 
Mr. HARDENBERGH introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5243) to repeal 

chapter 10 of the Revised Statutes, entitled "Legacies and Succes­
sions," and to repeal all reservations of said taxes in former repeal­
ing statutes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the· 
Committee of Ways and •Means, and ordered to be printed. 

DRY-DOCK AT LEAGUE ISLAND. 
Mr. FREEMAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5244) appropriating 

$400,000 for the erection of a dry-dock at League Island naval station; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

DUTY ON MATCHES. 
lth. WARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5245) abolishing allstainp 

duty and taxes on friction matches and lucifer matches; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES B. FURMA....~. 

Mr. OVERTON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5246) for the relief of 
James B. Furman of Austinville, Bradford County, Pennsylvania.; 
which wa-S read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FRANCIS 0 7CLEARY: 
Mr. OVERTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5247) granting a 

pension to Francis O'Cleary, late a private in the Eighty-ninth Reg­
iment New Yom Volunteers; which wa-s read a first an~second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

~LES N. WARNER. 
Mr. OVERTON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5248) for the relief 

of Charles N. Warner, late first lieutenant of the Fourth Artillery of 
the Army of the United States; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

LEWIS W. DETRICH. 
Mr. STENGER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5249) to increase the pen­

sion of Lewis W. Detrich; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BOUNTY LAND. 
Mr. HARDIS, of Virginia, introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 

203) repealing so much of joint resolution No. 46, approved March 2, 
1861, as requires proof of loyalty before soldiers of the war of 1812 or 
their widows can obtain bounty land under the ad of March 3, 18.">5; 
which was read a. first ancl second time, referred to thEY Committee 
on the Jucliciary, and ordered to be printed. 

CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIO~S. 
Mr. RAINEY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5250) to further regulate 

the manner of holding elections for Representatives in Congress and 
to punish fraud at such elections; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. 
Mr. BELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5251) to repeal an a-ct enti­

tled "An act to provide for the resumption of specie payments;" 
whjch was read a fu·st and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

INTERNAL-REVEli."UE OFFICERS. 

:Mr. BELL also introduced a. bill (H. R. No. 5252) to abolish certain 
internal-revenue officers; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. . • 
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INTERNAL-REVENUE LAWS. pension to Patrick Hardiman, late private in Company D, Sixth Regi-

Mr. BELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5253) to amend the in- ment Kentucky Volunteers; which was read a first arid second time, 
tarnal-revenue laws; which was read a :first and second time, referred referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. printed. 

DANIEL 1\:lEENAN. 
TAX ON TOBACCO. 

Mr. BELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5254) to authorize the 
producers of tobacco to dispose of the same without the payment of 
any tax thereon; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be vrinted. 

PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. SINGLETON introduced a bill (H. R, No. 5255) to reduce the 
expenses of the public printing and bmding, and for other purposes ; 
which was read a first and second time, refer:sed to 11'he Committee on 
Printing, and ordered to be printed. 

DELLA BE~R. 

1\Ir. CHALMERS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5256) granting a pen 
sion to Mrs. Della Benner, widow of the late Lieutenant Hiram H. Ben­
ner ; which was read a first and second time, referrfi~d to the Commit­
tee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS. 

Mr. CHALMERS also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5257) to prevent 
corruption in elections ; which was read a first and second time, re­
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

YELLOW-FEVER EPIDEMIC. 

Mr. HOOKER submitted a concurrent resolution relating to the 
recent yellow-fever epidemic; which was read, and referrec;l to the 
Committee on Rules. 

1\HSSISSIP~l LEVEES. 

1\-fr. GIBSON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5258) for the improvement 
of the Mississippi River from the head of the passes near its mouth 
to its headwaters; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Mississip1)i J1evees and the Improvement of 
the Mississippi River, and ordexed to be printed. 

YELLOW FEVER. 

Mr. GIBSON also submitted a concurrent resolution for the ap­
pointment of a commission to inquire into the history of yellow fever 
and the means of its prevention and_anest; which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

RIVER AlU> HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. GIBSON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5259) to amend an 
act entitled" An act making appropriations for the repair, . preserva­
tion, and completion of certain public works on rivers and harbors, 
anddor other purposes, approved M~rch 3, A. D. 1875 ;" which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

YELLOW FEVER. 

Mr. ACKLEN submitted a concurrent resolution for the appoint­
ment of a committee toinvestigatethecausesof the late yellow-fever 
epidemic, and report if legislation by Congress is necessary to prevent 
a recurrence thereof; which was read, and referred to the Commit­
tee on Rules. 

JOIL."'i K. DIXO~. 

Mr. BANNING introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5260) honorably mus­
tering out of the service John K. Dixon, late private Company K, 
Eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry; which was rea-d a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on :Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. · 

I. D. CLARK. 

Mr. RICE, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. No: 5261) granting a 
pension to I. D. Clark, late major Fifty-second Regiment Ohio Vol­
unteer Infantry; which was read a :first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES DOUGHERTY. 

Mr. McMAHON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5262) granting a pen­
sion to Chal'les Dougherty, late private in Company B, Seventh Regi­
ment; West Virginia Volunteers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be priuted. 

FREEMAN JOHNSON. 

Mr. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5263) granting a 
pension to Freeman Johnson, late private in Company F, One hun­
dred and forty-fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteers; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

EDWARD WELSH. 

Mr. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5264).granting a 
pension to Edward Welsh, late a private in Company P, Twenty­
sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteers; which wa~ read a first 'and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printM. · 

PATRICK HARDli"'lA...."'i. 

Mr. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5265) granti-ng a 

1\Ir. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5266) granting a 
pension to Daniel M;eenan, late a private in Company G, Ninety-third 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers; which was read a first aml see:­
ond time, referred to the Committee on"Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

WlLLI,UI BUCKLEY. 

Mr. McMAHON also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5267) granting a 
pension to William Buckley, late a private in Company C, Fiftieth 
Regiment Ohio Volunteers; which was read a first and second time; 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TRADE~DOLLAR. 

Mi·. DURHAM introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5268) making the trad.e.: 
dollar a legal tender; whic1i was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAl\I TI. H. 1\I1PIIERSON. 

Mr. DURHAM also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5269) granting a 
pension to William H. H. McPherson, Company G, Twenty-Second 
Indiana Volunteers; which was read a :first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid ~ensions, and ordered to be printed·. 

EPIDE!:IICS. 

· Mr. YOUNG presented a concurrent resolution for the appointment 
of a select committee by the Senate and House of Representatives on 
the subject of epidemics; which was referred to the Committee on 
Rules. 

Mr. YOUNG. I ask that the resolution be read and printed in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. That cannot be clone at this time and under tois 
call. At the conclusion of the morning hour i-t will be in order to 
submit that request to the House. 

SIL YER. COL -s. 
Mr. DIBRELL introduced a biU (H. R. No. 5270) making tha trade­

dollar and other silver coins a legal tender; which was read a :first 
and second tim~, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures, and order8(1 to be printed. . 

RICHARD STEVENSON. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 527!) for 
the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Richard Steven­
son, late assistant quartermaster of volunteers, and his bond-smen ; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM JV,""IGHT. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana, also introduced a bill(H. R. No. 5272) 
granting a pension to William Knight, late a private in the Nineteenth 
Indiana Battery; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

TRADE-DOLLAR. 

Mr. HUNTER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5273) to require the Sec­
retary of the Treasury of the Unitecl States to cause the trade-dollar 
to be received and exchanged for the legal silver dollar of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com·­
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. WOODARD. 

Mr. EVANS, of Indiana, introduced a bill (li. R. No. 5274) grant­
ing a pension to James H. Woodard; which was read a :first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5275) for the relief of James 
H. Woodard ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, ancl ordered to be priBted. • 

JOHN N. BRADY. 

Mr. BAKER, 'of Indiana, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5276) grant­
ing a pension to John N. Brady, late a privat~ in Company G, l!""orty­
eighth Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TRADE-DOLLARS. 

Mr. FORT introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5277) to provide for the ex­
change of trade-dollars for legal-tender silver dollars, and for other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FORT. I move that this bill be referred to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Does not this bill belong to the Co!ll­
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures 1 I ask that it be readf' 

The bill was read at length. 
1\Ir. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Three or four bills upon this subject 

have already been introduced this. morning and referred to the Com­
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and I think this bill 
should take the same comse. 
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Mr. FORT. I conceive that this bill relates to the currency quality 
of the sUverdollar and in no degree to the question of coinage, which 
is entirely mechanical. I think the bill should go to the Committee 
on Banking and Currency, as it relates to the currency of the coun­
tcy. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question for the House to determine. 
The gelll'~leman from Illinois [.Mr. FoRT] moves that the bill intro­
duced by him be referred to the Committee on Banking and Cur­
rency. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. STEPHENS} moves to amend 
so as to refer the bill to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures. The question will be first upon the amendment. 

The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. STEPIIENS, of 
Georgia; and upon a division-ayes 106, noes 40-it was agreed to. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES D. R. BROWN. 

1\Ir. TOWNSHEND, of illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5278) 
granting an increase of pension to James D. R. Brown, late private 
Company H, Sixty-sixth Regiment of Indiana Infantry Volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL Z. WARD. 

1\lr. CANNON, of lllinois, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5279) grant­
in~ a pension to Daniel Z. Ward, late a private in Company I, One 
hundred and seventeenth Regiment of Infantry, Indiana Volunteers; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WYATI BOTTS. 

Ml7. CANNON, of illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5280) 
~rant!.ng a pension to Wyatt Botts, late a private in Company B, 
Eighty-eighth Regiment of Infantry, Ohio Volunteers; which was 
read a firsL and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE A. WILSON. 

Mr. BOYD .introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5281) for the relief of 
George A.. Wilson, of Peoria, Illinois; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. . 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS L~ MISSOURI. 

Mr. BUCKNER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5282) for the improve­
ment of the navigation of the Cuivre River, in the State of Mis­
souri ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com­
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCKNER also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5283) to improve 
the landing and harbor at Saint Charles, Missouri, and for other pur­
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com­
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to lJe printed. 

JOSEPH H. M1GEE. 

Mr. POLLARD introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5284) granting a pen­
sion to Joseph H. McGee; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to t he Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

AMENDMENT OF REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. SLEMONS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5285) to repeal section 
341~., chapter 8, second edition, Revised Statutes; which was read a 
first' and second t.ime, referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, and ordered to be printed. 

JUDICIAL RECORDS OF WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 

Mr. REAGAN introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5286) to restore the rec­
ords and files in the district and circuit courts of the United States 
for the western district of Texas, lately destroyed by fire; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on t he 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

• TRADE-DOLLAR. 

Mr. PRICE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5287) making the trade­
dollar a legal tender; which was read a firs t and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COLO~'EL G. W. LAPOINTE. 

Mr. HUMPHREY introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5288) granting a pen­
sion to Colonel G. W. Lapointe; which was read a first . and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed. 

PRIVATE Lil."D CLAIMS. 

Mr. PAGE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5289) to pro­
vide for ascertaining and settling private land claims in certain States 
and Territories; which was read a first and second time. 

1\Ir. PAGE. I ask that this bill be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. By the title of the bill, the more appropriate refer­
ence would appear to be the Committee ou Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PAGE. I think the bill ought to go to the Committee on Pub­
lic Lands. 

The SPEAKER. Does it relate to private land claims' If it does, 
it ought to go to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. P A.G E. Very well ; let it go there. If that is not the right ref-
erence it can be changed. · 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will give the gentleman every oppor­
tunity to correct the reference if it should be erroneous. 

The bill was referred to the ~ommittee on Private Land Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

l't1ARCELLUS WILSON. 

·1\Ir. LUTTRELL introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5290) to amend an act 
entitled "An act to restore the name of Marcellus Wilson, of the 
Regiment of Mounted Riflemen in the Mexican war, to the pension 
roll;" which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

RILEY, HARDIN & TAYLOR. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also in trod aced a bill (H. R. No. 5291) for the relief 
of Riley, Ha.rdiu & T~ylor; whic~ w:1s read a first and second time, 
referred to the Comm1ttee of Cla1ms, and ordered to be printed. 

JURISDICTIOX OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5292) to confer 
upon the United States Court of Claims jurisdiction in certain cases; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. -

SACRAMENTO RIVER. 

~Ir. LUTTRE~L also introduce~ a .bill (H. R. No. 5293) to a-ppro­
pnate money to rmprove the naV1gatwn of the Sacramento River­
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee o~ 
Commerce, and ordered to be prin1ed. 

FEATHER RIVER. 

Mr. LUTTRELL also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5294) to appro­
priate money to ·improve the navigation of Feather River; whioh was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. • 

KLAMATH L"'DIAN RESERVATION~ OREGON. 

Mr. LUTTRELL (by request) also j.ntroduced a bill (H. R. No. 5295) 
to adjust the claims of the owners of lands within the limits of the 
Klamath Indian reservation in the State of Oregon; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
and ordered to be printed. ' 

SETTLERS ON LANDS IN 1\ITh~~SOTA. 

Mr. ST~W ART introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5296) for the relief of 
settlers on lands in Minnesota; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to t,be Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
~rinte~ . . . 

CO!X il.TD BULLION RESERVES, TREASURY tTh"ITED STATES, 

Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5297) to maintain and 
limit the coin and bullion reserves in the Treasury of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com­
mittee on Banking and Currency, aml ordereQ. to be printed. 

SIO"GX CITY ~TD PEMBINA RAILROAD. 

Mr. KIDDER introduced a bill (H. R. No. 529 ) granting the rio-ht 
of way and depot grounds to the Sioux City and Pembina Railroad 
Company through ·the public lands of the United States from Beloit, 
in the State of Iowa, to the 1\Iissouri River, in the Territory of Da­
kota, at or Bear the mouth of White River; which was read a first and 
second t ime, referred to the Committee on Railways and Canals, and 
ordered to be printed. 

~ EXPULSIO~ OF JULIUS BAUl\lER. 

Mr.J?RENT~O, by unanimous consent, ~ubmitted th~ following 
resolution; which was referred to the Comnnttee on Foreign Affairs: 

R esolved, That the President of the United States be requested to transmit to 
this House, if not incompatible with the public interest, all the papers and corre­
spondence between this Government and the government of the German Empire in 
reference to the expulsion from the whole territory of the German Empire of Jul­
ius B:_mmer •. a naturalized cit!zei_J. of t~e United. ~tates •. a.nd a. resident of the city 
of Chicago, m the State of lllin01s, while on a vuut to his aged parents a.tMiinsten 
Westphalia, in the Kingdom of Prussia, by the Prussian government, in violation of 
the treaty of May 1, 1828. 

PURCHASE OF FOREIG~·BUILT SHIPS. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5299) to amend the 
Revised Stat utes of the United States so as to allow the purchase and 
register of foreign-built ships by citizens of the United States; which 
was read a first and second time. 

.Mr. HARRISON. I move that bill be referred to the Commit tee 
on Commerce and ordered to be printed. 

Air. KELLEY. The proper reference would be to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and I make that motion. 

:Mr. H.A.RRISON. Let the bill be read. 
The bill was read, as follows : 

A. bill to amend title 48 of the Revised Statutes of the United States so as to au­
thorize the purchase of foreign-built ships by citizens of the United States. 

B e i t enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, dlc., That so many of the 
>arious provisions of title 48 of the Revised Statutes, entitled" Regulations of Com­
merce and Na>igation," embraced in chapters 1 to 9 in said title, and from section 
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4131 to section 4305, both inclusive, as prohibit or restrict citizens of the Unit.ed 
States from purchasing ships built in other countries, to be used in the c:uryinu 
trade of the United States, or which impose taxes, burdens, or restrictions on such 
ships, where owned b.v American citizens, which are not imposed m1 ships built 
in the United States, be, and hereby are, repealed; and it shall be lawful hereafter 
for all citizens of the Uniteu States to buy ships built in whole or in part in any 
foreign country and have t.hem registered as Rhips of the United States; and when 
so purchased and registered, such ships shall be entitled to all the rights and sub­
ject only to the same regulations as are now provided by law for the government 
and mana.,.ement of ships built wholly within the Unitoo States and owned and 
controlled""by citizens thereof. 

Mr. REAGAN. 1\fr. Speaker, that subject-matter has been before 
the Committee on Commerce, and in my jndgment it is not appro­
priate to the Committee of Ways and :Means. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say that it is a proposition seriously affect­
ing the revenues, as well as the whole tariff system. It proposes to 
admit, when manufactured inte a ship, an infinite number of dutiable 
articles; and as questions of revenue belong to the Committee of \Yays 
and Means, it seems to me the bill should go to that committee. It 
would work a complete revolution in many departments of our cus­
toms revenue, and no subject could be more appropriate for the con­
sideration of the committee charged with that subject than the one 
here involved. 

1\Ir. WOOD. I concur entirely with the gentleman from Pennsyl­
vania, and for the additional reason that the subject has been already 
referred by the House to the Committee of Ways and Means. That 
committee bad it under consideration during the last session, and 
came to a conclusion upon it. As it does involve, as my friend has 
said, questions of revenue and tariff, it cer inly should go to the 
committee having exclusive jurisdiction of those subjects. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs to remind the House debat-e on 
this must be very brief. 

Mr. HARRI~ON. One w&rd. My impression is, both the gentle­
men of the Committee of .Ways and Means are widely mistaken in 
their construction of this proposition. There is now no duty on ships. 
This is simply a question whether a ship built iu foreigR ship-yards 
may be introduced into the United States or not. 

Mr. KELLEY. It is made up of dutiable articles. 
Mr. HARRISON. If you please, it is not whether duty shall be 

taken off, but shall foreign-built ships be allowed to be brought here 
and registered V May they be brought into this country V l moved 
to refer it to the Committee on Commerce as the committee eminently 
fitted and properly constructed to examine into that question. It 
relates to commerce, which is of more importance to the country than 
anything else. It is wholly a question of commerce, and., not of rev-
enue. ' 

Mr. REAGAN. The question of revenue does not enter into this 
• matter, but, as iQdicated in the bill, it is a question of policy. The 

policy of the bill is the main subject, and that is whether foreign­
built ships, which are now prohibited from being purchased and put 
under commission in the United States, may be hereafter brought in. 
That does not affect the revenues directly, because foreign-built ships 
are now prohibited and no duty or revenue is collected from them. 
It is not a question primarily of revenue at all. That is but the inci­
dent to the question which is presented to the House, which is one 
relating to the commercial interests of the country. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois, who introduces the 
.bill, moves to refer it to the Committee on Commerce. The gentle­
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] moves to amend that motion 
so that the bill ~hall be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The question is first on the amendment. 

The House divided ; and there were-ayed 8.1, noes 85. 
Mr. KELLY and Mr. LUTTRELL called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. I!ARRISON and 1\Ir. KELLEY were 

appointed. 
'l'he House again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 66, noes 91. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was accordingly referred 

to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
TERMS OF COURT I~ KANSAS. 

Mr. HASKELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
5300) to provide for the holding of terms of the district and circuit 
court.s of the United States at Fort Scott, Kansas; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

JOSEPH .POTTS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. 
R. No. 5301) to place the name of Joseph Potts, of Johnson County, 
Missouri, on the pension-list; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

TRADE-DOLLARS. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
{H. R. No. 5302) making the trade-dollars convertible into the legal­
tender silver dollars at par, at the option of the holders, and to rerru­
late and restrict the coinage of trade-dollars; which was read a fi~st 
3Ild second time, referred to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

HELEN M. SCHOLEFIELD. 

Mr. BACON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

5303) for the relief of Helen M. Scholefield: administratrix of the 
estate of Major C. M. Scholefield, deceased. late an additional pay­
master of the Army; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

TRADE-DOLLARS. 
:J\!Ir. CUTLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill·(H. R. No. 

5304) to provide for retiring the trade-dollar and for its recoinage 
into the standard silver dollar; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to th.e Committee on Coinage, \Yeights, and Measures, 
and ord'ered to be printed. • 

NATURALIZATIO~ TREATY WITH PRUSSIA. 

1\Ir. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolu­
tion (H. R. No. 204) providing for the termination of the naturaliza­
tion treaty between the Upited States and Prussia; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. . 

1\ULITARY ACADEl\IY APPROPRIATION BILL. e 
:Mr. DURHAM. I move that the House resolve itself into the Com­

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of pro­
ceeding to the consideration of the Military Academy appropriation 
bill, and pending that motion I move that all general debate on the 
bill be limited to five minutes. 

The motion to limit debate was agreed to. 
The motion that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 

Whole on the state of the Union was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 

Whole on t.he state of the Union, Mr. BLACKBUR....~ in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. -Under the order of the House the committee 

takes 1tp for consideration at this time the bill (H. R. No. 5230) mak­
ing appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for the 
fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1~0, and for other purposes. The Houae 
bas ordered that general debate be limited to five minutes. 

1\Ir. CONGER. I wish to inquire of · the gentleman reporting the 
bill if it has been printed. 

1\Ir. DURHAM. Yes, sir; the bill is in print. The printer's num­
ber is 5889. I ask that by unanimous consent the first reading of 
the bill be dispensed with. 

There was no objection. 
The clerk ·proceeded to read the bill by para-graphs for amendment, 

and read the following paragraph: 
For repairs and improvements, timber, plank, boards, joists, wall-strips, laths, 

sbin~les, slate, tin, sheet-lead, zinc, nails, screws, locks, hinges, glMs, paint, tur­
pentine, oils, bricks, varnish, stone, lime, cement, plaster, ha.ir, sewer and drain 
pipe, blasting-powder, fuse, irop., steel, tools, mantels, and other similar materials, 
and for pay. of citizen mechanics and L'l.bor employed upon repairs that cannot be 
done by enlisted men, $11,001. 

Mr. BEEBE. · I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk rea-d as follows: 
Amend by adding after line 50 as follows: 
For furnishing an increased and permanent supply of water, 650,000. 

Mr. BEEBE. 1\fr. Chairman, after a . somewhat careful personal 
examination into this matter, I have become thoroughly convinced 
that it is absolute inhumanity on the part of the Government of the 
United States to maintain that post at West Point in the condition 
it is in at present. The Department, the officers in command, and 
all interested there, have year after year asked Congress to make an 
appropriation that will provide an inc~;eased supply of water. They 
need it for personal use; they need it in order to render available the 
drainage facilities of the Academy. That post is now in such a · con­
dition that the sanitary interests of those who are compelled to re­
main there a.bsolutely demanO. this appropriation. The Board of 
Visitors have repeatedly recommended it, and all the officers sta­
tioned at the post. 

All that is asked to secure a wholesome supply of water for the use 
of the. academy is a srdall appropriation of $50,000. The stream 
which ha-s supplied fresh water to that post for years ba-s been de­
creasing in its volume because of the removal of timber and for other 
reasohs, and now this additional source of supply is absolute-ly re­
quired, and I trust the committee will recommend the adoption of 
the amendment I have suggested. In respect to the matter of sup­
ply the Board of Visitors adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this board, after careful examination, is satisfied that the pres­
ent water supply of .. .he post is wholly inadequate to the sanitary requirements of 
the cadets, officers, and men here stationed, or to furnish proper facilities for the 
protection of the public buildings and property in case of fire. 

Those extensive and expensive buildings are almost wholly at the 
mercy uf the flames at certain seasons of the year. When the water 
supply is diminished, should fire break out in those buildings it would 
be absolutely impossible to save them. Every consitleration of econ­
omy, a-s well as of humanity, demands that this appropriation be 
made, and I earnestly hope that this committee will second me in my 
effort to secure it. 
Mr~ DURHAM. This is not the first time that a proposition has 

been made here for the purpose of purchasing what is called" Round 
Pond." But the recommendation of my friend from New York makes 
a difference of $10,000. The Book of Estimates only asks for $40,0001 
but my friend goes $10,000 further; he wants $50,000. · 

Now, at the last session the commandant of the post recommended 
thE' purchase of whftt is called "Round Pond," a srna.lllake about four 
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miles from this little town. Now, it is true the Board of Visitors rec­
ommended the purchase of this pond, but they do not place it upon 
as high ground as the gentleman from New York. My friend argues 
very strongly that this matter is absolutely necessary. 

There is nothing in the Book of Estimates or in the recommendar 
tion of the Board of Visitors that this thing is absolutely necessary, 
and the committee have not come to the conclusion that it is abso­
lutely necessary. It may be very proper, it may be very expedient 
under certain circumstances to have that pond. I will venture the 
assertion that they do not need "absolutely" this supply of water. 

It is like what is called the'' hospital." The hospital foundation 
was laid there for a splendid superstructure, and after years shows 
that it is scarcely needed at all. What I mean by that is that it is 
a sort of luxury that can be used, and hence it is that the committee 
of visitors recommend the $4.0,000 and not $50,000. Still it is not nec­
essary that it should be purchased; they can do -very well without it; 
a conclusion the committee came to after mature deliberation. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, if I have but a moment further--
Mr. BEEBE. If the gentleman will allow me I must be~permitted 

to say that they have not done "very well without it." 
Mr. DURHAM. Why! there is not a healthier place scarcely any­

where than West Point. In regard to the hospital, I understand the 
record shows that there have not been a half dozen students sick at 
any one time. 

Mr. FOSTER. Inasmuch as the Board of Visitorn ha.s been referred 
to, I will send up to the Clerk's desk to be read their report on this 
subject. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
In respect to the matter of water supply, the board adopted the following reso­

lution: 
Resolved, That this board, after careful examination, is satisfied that the. pres­

ent water supply of the post is wholly inadequate to the sanitary requirements of 
the cadets, officers, and men here stationed, or to furnish proper faeilities for the 
protection of the public buildings and property in case of fire. 

From a letter addressed to the boarcl, at their request, by Captain C. H. Ernst, 
of the Corps of Engineers, (and which will be found in full in the appendix to this 
report, marked ll,) and from other sources of information, it appears that during 
the dry seasons the ordinary supply of water for the post not unfrequently fails 
entirely, while the quality is at all times indifferent. 

During the summer of 1876, for several weeks the use of bath-rooms ancl wat~r­
closets was prohibited, the water backs of all ranges 'were removed at considera­
ble cost for plumbing, and at the front gate of_each house was to be seen a ba.rrel, 
which was tilled claily from a cart. During this time there were no means of 
checking a fire had one broken out, the health of the inhabitants was in danger 
from the poiilonous gases from sewers and waste-pipes, and much labor needed :for 
other things was absorbed in providing the daily supply such as it was. 

In 1877 the regular supply of water was again exhausted and water had to be 
repumped into the main from a. spring near tbe level of the Hudson River, which 
is about one hundred and fifty feet be1ow the level of the principal buildings. 

This expedient presented the necessity of remonng tho water baeks and of haul­
ing, but it furnished no protection against fire and would not have answered the 
other purposes for any considerable length of time. 

A good and adequate supply of water for all the academical buildings and 
grounds ca.n, however, be rcadlly obtained from a small mounta,in lake or pond 
situated about four miles from the post and at an elevation above the post of about 
seven hundred and fifteen feet. .And this lake and the necessary lands a~joining 
can now be purchased by the Government, and all the expenditures for conducting 
a supply of four hundred thousand gallons daily to the post be defrayed at a cost 
which will not be in excess of $40,000. 

Mr. FOSTER. The report of the Board of Visitors establishes three 
things : first, that at all times the quality of the water is indifferent; 
secondly, that in dry seasons they have no supply at all, and the cadets 
are prohibited froni using the closets; lastly, that there is no protec­
tion against fire. 

Now, these are the three things that this House should consider: 
first, that at all times the quality of the water is indifferent, aud dur­
ing 'the last t.hree seasons they have been compelled to haul water 
for their supply, and there is no protection a~~nst fire. 

Mr. BEEBE. The gentleman from KentucKy--
:Mr. FOSTER. Justa word, .Mr.Chairman. Isuggesttomyfriend 

from New York that he reduce the amount. 
Mr. BEEBE. That is what I propose tq do. Feeling as I do the 

necessity for prompt action in this malter, I introduced the reiolution 
for the sum of $50,000. 

As to the play that my friend from Kentucky, the disting.uished 
logician, makes upon the term absolutely, I suppose this bill is not 
absolutely necessary, and I suppose the Government of the United 
States could continue its existence without it. I suppose the coun­
try could be continued without any West Point whatever.· We 
might resolve ourselves into a community of Quakers, and when 
smitten upon one cheek turn the other also. The information that 
I have obtained is by personal inspection upon the ground. I went 
to West Point prejudiced against this proposition. I make no prop- ­
osition for the purchase of Round Lake or any other pond. I merely 
submit that there shall be some interest taken by the Government of 
the United States in the matter of the protection of the property 
from fire. -

I ask that the appropriation be reduced. as I have suggested, from 
$50,000 to $40,000. 

Mr. BANNING. I wish merely to say in addition to the statement 
which has been read here from the report of the Board of Visitors for 
this year, that the Board of Visitors to West Point for the year pre­
vious, after having carefully examined this question, unanimously 
came to the conclusion that the water supply for the post should be 
increased, and reported unanimously in favor of an appropriation for 
that purpose. 

l\Ir. DURHAM. I would ask my distinguished fri-end whether they 
recommended the purchase of Round Pond, as it is called here f 

Mr. BANNING. I do not recollect whether we recommended the 
purc1tase of Round Pond or not. But after a careful examination of 
the question we found that the water supply was not sufficient, and 
that at times the quality of the water was not good. I think the 
question of Round Poud was brought up, but it was not fully con­
sidered. My recollection is that I wa.s iu favor of purchasino- Round 
Pond. General Schofield and other distinguished officers fa.v;red that 
purchase because it afforded the best and most lasting supply of water. 

I am quite willing to trust these men, the managers of -the West 
Point post, iu this matter, and to appropriate a sum sufficient to pro­
cure good fresh water for the institution. I hope the amendment 
will prevail. 

Mr. DURHAM. I am certainly as good a friend of that institution 
as any gentleman upon this floor, and I want these students to be 
healthy; I want the professors to be healthy. 'It is something a lit­
tle remarkable that ~entlemen cannot point out any case of disease 
that has occurred at West P@int because of this impure water of which 
they a~e complaining. No such statement is made in the report any­
where. There is simply in the Book of Estimates a. recommendation 
to purchase the pond, perhaps not in as strong terms as ·the Board of 
Visitors woulU make it. Now I au~gest that if a supply of water be 
necessary there, iO,OOD will be sufficient to pay for putting in plenty 
of good cisterns, which will be of more use than all the round ponds in 
the country. [Mr. BEEBE shook his head.] The gentleman may shake 
his hea-d. I do not know whether this is i'n his district or not. 

Mr. BANNING. Will the gentleman allow me-­
Mr. DURHAM. I have yi£\lded to the g~ntleman once. 
1\lr. BANNING. And I yielded to you. 
lli. DURHAM. Very well, I will yield. 
Mr. BANNING. The cisterus would be merely temporary, while the 

plan proposed will be permanent. We had better make permanent 
improvements than resort to temporary expedients. 

Mr. DURHAM. Why, sir, they had a pond, and they say it has gone 
dry. You can fill the cisterns every winter. This pond may go dry, 
too. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the gentleman allow me a question t 
Mr. DURHAM. Certainly, if I am allowed time. 
Mr. FRYE. The gentleman says that sufficient and proper cisterns 

can be made for $10,000. Could not good pine-wood water-tanks be 
made cheaperf 

Mr. DURHAM. How is that 1 I did not hear the gentleman dis­
tinctly. • 

Mr. FRYE. Would not some good pine-wood water-tauks, costing 
about $50 each, be much cheaper' 

Mr. DURHAM. I do not know. I do not live in a pine country; 
the gentleman does. I do not know anythin~ _about pine. If the 
gentleman will talk about oak, then I can tell nim something about 
that. 

Mr. BEEBE. Perhaps the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. DuR­
HAM] is prejudiced against water. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DURHAM. Ah! '·prejudiced against water." I might say 
that the gentleman himself might not need it when there was so 
much of a mixture up there. 

Mr. BANNING. The pond that went dry was an artificial pond, 
such as the gentleman proposes to make. This is a natural lake 
giving a large and sufficient supply of water. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will it not go dry, too¥ 
Mr. BANNING. Not until the Lord makes all things dry. 
Mr. DURHAM:. This is an expensive luxury which is proposed. 

I insist that this institution has got along with their present supply 
of water without auy inconvenience whatever. I insist that one­
fourth of this proposed appropriation will supply a system of cisterns 
that will be better a great deal than this Round Pond. 

Permit me to say that only two years ago the estimate was that 
with $13,000 we could obtain as go'od a supply of water for this insti­
tution as was needed. But Round Pond was not discovered then. It 
has been discovered within the last two years, and consequently it is 
proposed to increase the appropriation from 13,000 to $40,000. That 
is the whole state of the case. 

Mr. FORT. I waa one of the .Board of Visitors who it is said made 
the report which has been referred to here. Now, in regard to that 
report, allow me to say that I never saw it or heard of it until it was 
read here to-day·. I will further state that as oue of the members of 
that board I did try to investigate this subject of a supply of water 
for that post. My colleague, General MANNL.~G, of .Mississippi, and 
myself made a visit to this famous Round Pond that has been referred to. 

:Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. Call it lake. 
Mr. FORT. Well, call it a lake. If it is a lake it is a very small 

lake; and it. is not a very large pond, either. [Laughter.] 
I will say for one that I would be entirely willing to vote for 

$50,000, or even more, to snpply that post permanently with water; 
but I must say that when I came to see this pond or lake I was very 
much disappointed. I fear that if we should appropriate $50,000 to 
pro.vide for carrying the waters of this pond to supply this post, in a 
very short number 6f years we should have to hunt for some other 
pond from which to get water. That is the only thing which would 
make me hesitate to vote for this appropriation. If the gentleman 
from New York [.Mr. BEEBE] can assure the House that this pond 

' 
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will give a. sufficient supply of water I shall be inclined to vote for 
his amendment. 

Mr. BEEBE. If the gentleman will allow me just a momenb, I 
merely desire to say that I object to the disposition evinced here to 
prejudice this proposition by connecting it with Round Pond or any 
other pond. I merely want the West Point Academy supplied with 
a sufficient quantity of pure, wholesome water. 

Mr. FORT. That is just what I wish. 
Mr. BEEBE. There is nothing in the amendment I propose that 

has any reference at all to Round Pond. I do not care how the ap­
propriation is limited, or how carefully it is guarded, but I do contend 
that some mea1mre of this sort should be adopted. 

Mr. FORT. The Board of Visitors was informed that a survey had 
been made for the purpose of laying down pipes to Ronnel Pond, and 
also an estimate of the cost. In that estimate the price of the pond 
was put, I think, at $3,000, while the right of way to the pond made 
up in our'judgment, or at least in my judgment, an enormous part of 
the appropriation. 

I fear that on tapping the pond it may be found that its supply of 
water will be inadequate, because a. very small water-shed drains 
into the pond-perhaps not more than twenty or thirty acres; and 
whether the pond has any subterranean supply is not clear, to me at 
least. If it should be found that this pond will furnish a sufficient 
supply of water, I think it our duty to tap it for the benefit of this 
Military Academy; but I, for one, am not satisfied that such is the 
case. 

Mr. FINLEY. Mr. Chairman, as I understand, the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York does not provide for the purchase of 
Round Pond. I do not understand how gentlemen reach the conclu­
sion that this is a proposition to purchase Round Pond. I bold the 
amendment in my hand, and it provides for an appropriation of 
$40,000 for furnishing a permanent supply of water. I observe that 
in t}le Book of Estimates authority of law is asked for the purchase of 
Rou1,1d Pond; and I doubt very much whether the Secretary of War, 
without specific legislation, would have power to make a purchase of 
that kind. I certainly understand that the amendment of the gen­
tleman from New York does not confer such power, but simply g1ves 
the superintendent of the academy authority to increase the supply 
of water. 

As I understand from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BAN~'m]. 
and others that the Board of Visitors recommends this appropriatiou 
and deems it necessary on the ground that the present supply of 
water is inadequate, I am prepared to vote for it. I think we should 
not be picayunish in a matter ef this kind. I believe we should 
make a sufficiently liberal appropriation. While I would object, 
without further consideration and further information on the sub­
ject, to the purchase of Round Pond, I am, nevertheless, willing to 
vote for this appropriation for an additional supply of water. 

lt!r. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the arguments presented in this dis­
cussion in relation to the quantity of water required at West Point 
remind me of a similar discussion which sprang up here in refer­
ence to a hospital at the same pla,ce. If you will take the reports of 
the Surgeon-General's Office for many, many years, you will find 
them to contain highly complimentary language as to the facilities 
provided at West Point for hespital purposes. Yet suddenly, during 
the first session of the last Congress, we were informed that the hos­
pital facilities there were inadequate, and a very great outcry was 
raised on that point; but when we came to inquire into the matter 
more particularly we found connected with the idea of increased 
hospital facilities a very earnest desire on the part of certain officers 
at West Point for increased accommodations for their families. The 
idea was to get a new hospital and use the present one as quarters 
for officers' families. The two ideas grew up together, side by side. 
The idea of procuring additional accommodations for the famHies of 
officers was the underlying consideration of the proposition to pro­
vide increased facilities for meeting the wants of the sick. Until 
the former object was conceived there had been no suggestion in ref­
erence to the latter. 

So, likewise, in regard to this proposed appropriation for increasing 
the water facilities. The g~ntleman from Ohio has read from the 
report of the Board of Visitors for 1876 and 1877. It was then that 
this agitation of an increased water supply commenced.- Prior to that 
time there bad been no trouble. Gentlemen do not cite the reports 
of previous Boards of Visitors. Suddenly an idea was conceived that 
the water supply was short; and that idea has been hammered at 
ever since. It is impressed upon the Boru·d of Visitors whenever they 
go there. It has been urged in this way for the last two years. 

Sir, no proposition comes to this House that is not covered all over 
with reasons, reasons which as a general rule disappear on investiga­
tion. In nothing do we see more fertility than in finding expedients 
and reasons for getting appropriations through this House. I trust 
that at least in this short session we shall not countenance any propo­
sition of this kind. 

Mr .. BRIDGES. Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to this appropriation, 
both on principle and from experience. I look upon it as the fore­
runnE1r of another appropriation which this House will be called 
upon to make in a very short time. If we now appropriate this sum 
of $40,000, it will not be long before we shall be informed that the 
amount has been expended, and we shall be urged to make another 
appropriation. I have not learned from the discussion thus far 
whether there has been any survey by an eA.rperienced engineer of the 

ground from the pond to the point where it is proposed to introduce 
the water. We have no estimate of the cost, no data upon which we 
can safely rely in making the appropriation now asked for. 

Sir, I am reminded of !l>n occasion during the Thirty-third Congress 
when this House was called upon to appropriate money for the pur­
pose of introducing water from the Upper Potomac into the city of 
Washington for the purpose, as was alleged, of protecting the public 
buildings. I opposed that measure. I said then that if the intro­
duction of water for the purpose of protecting the public buildings. 
was the only object, we could obtain water from the Potomac near 
by, and force it up into a reservoir here upon Capitol Hill, (just as 
has been done at Fairmount, in Philadelphia,) to be distributed 
thence to every public building in the city for its protection. But 
there was an undercurrent in connection with that proposition. 
That was not the only reason given for introducing water in that 
manner. Almost ev.ery inhabitant of the city of Washington would 
button-bole members of Congress and say it was necessary to have 
water. But, sir, it was for their own domestic purposes more th:m 
for the protection of the public buildings. I said then, "appropriate­
money for the introduction of water from the Upper Potomac as it 
has been introduced and it will cost this Government millions and 
millions of money." My prediction has proven to be true, for that 
aqueduct has cost this Government many millions of money to intro­
duce the water as it is introduced now. 

I therefore say this apprppriation will be only the forerunner of 
another appropriation, and it will not be long before we will be­
called upon to grant more money for the purpose of introducing 
water from perhaps another round pond. 

Besides, we have yet to learn whether there is any outflow of water 
from this pond, and if so, what the quantity of that outflow is. Now 
we should know t.hat before we make this large appropriation of 
money f<'Jr any such purpose. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I move, 1\Ir. Chairman, the following 
amendment to the amendment of my colleague. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Provided, That not more than $5,000 shall be expended for the purchase of the 

necessary land and water rights and the right of way: And provided further, That 
no portion of the sum hereby appropriated sliaU be expended until the Secretary of 
War shall decide that the sUm. hereby appropriated is sufficient to secure an ade­
quate supply of pure water. 

1\fr. HEWITT, of New York. Mr. Chairman, from the statements 
which llave been submitted to the committee it is quite evident this. 
Honse is not in possession of such information as will enable it to 
legislate intelligently on this important matter. It is not clear that 
even $40,000 will secure f.he property necessary to give an adequate 
supply of water. There is :1n estimate in the report of the Board of 
Visitors by which ~5,000 is allowed for that purpose, but I also ob­
serve that the quantity of water as there estimated for is limited to 
the period which covers the dry season, and that is supposed to b& 
sufficient for some time to come-several years to come. 

I think it is admitted by everybody this post ought to be supplied. 
with good water, but I think we should proceed with some caution 
in the matter. The Secretary of War undoubtedly, if the amend­
ment is put in the form which I suggest, will be very careful to per­
mit no expenditure unless he is satisfied there will be a permanent 
adequate supply of pure water. 1 trust with that amendment the­
motion of my friend from New York will be adopted. 

1\fr. BEEBE. I understand my colleague from New York to stare 
that amount of $5,000 is what the estimate specifies for the purpose. 
With that view and with that understanding, I think the committe& 
is ready to accept that amendment. . 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. 1\fr. Chairman, I am not willing to­
vote for this amendment after the remark made by my friend from 
illinois, [1\fr. FORT,] who said that he was one of the visitors last 
year to West Point, and that so far as this report is concerned he­
never saw it and did not join in it. He told us, furthermore, that he­
had visited this Round L:tke or Round Pond, and from the examina­
tion that he was able to make he is satisfied it is not sufficient for 
1he purpose in contemplation. 

Now, I find in an appendix to this report of the Board of Visitors. 
to West Point an itemized statement of the ameunt n£~cessary to pur­
chase this lake and to make the necessary connection for supplying 
water to this post. If the information of the gentleman from Illinois is 
correct, then this appropriation is practically little more than a wa!'lte 
of the public money, for it will not accomplish the purpose desired. 
The estimate of the amount necessary to purchase this lake or pond 
and eleven acres of ground in the aggregate is $5,000. Pass the amend­
ment of the gentleman from New York and it will eommit this Honse 
and the Government to the purchase of property which the gentle­
man from Illinois,has told us will not accomplish the purpose. 

Mr. BEEBE. It does not commit the Government at all. 
Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Let me say that in the amendment 

I offer it is limited and dependent upon the decision of the Secretary 
of War that this money will accomplish the purpose. 

Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. If the gentleman will all~w me, I 
fancy the head of the Department will be regulated by the report of 
the engineers, whose statement, made here, is in favor of this pm:­
chase of Round Lake, which the Board of Visitors, according to the 
statement of the gentleman from Illinois, do not approve of. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Some one must decide all these ques· 
~~ . 
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· Mr. WHITE, of Pennsylvania. I am aware of that, but it is for 
the House to decide now whether it will make this appropriation of 
money or not. 

Mr. DURHAM. I wish to say one single word, and that is simply 
this: In reference to the statement made by the gentleman from 
Illinois, the House will bear in mind these reports are all gotten up 
without the sanction of the whole Board of Visitors. Some, perll.aps, 
mav never see the report. The gentleman from Illinois said he never 
saw it, and I venture the statement that my friend from Mississippi 
never saw it until it came to the Honse. As has been remarked by 
my friend from Georgia, this is the way in which these matters are 
gotten up at these institutions. 

l\ir. BLOUNT. The gentleman from Mississippi said that he never 
did see it. 

Mr. DURHAl\L He told me so a moment ago. 
Mr. FORT. I do not wish to impeach this report in any way. I 

only wish. to say that I never saw it myself until to-day. 
Mr. DURHAM. I wish to say to the gentlemen of this committee, 

if they come to serve on the Committee on Appropriations they will 
:find that they will have to be very careful about all these estimates. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. BEEBE] says he has made an 
investigatioD;;about this matter. So have I. I have not been upon 
the ground so as to make a personal examination. I have, however, 
made use of all the means in my power, and I say this committee 
ought to be ~autious about committing themselves to this forty­
thousand-dollar proposition. I ask for a vote. 

Mr. FORT. I desire to say a word. This report speaks of the pur­
chase of eleven acres. It ought to be understood that these eleven 
-acres are not all covered with water; they include all the ground 
that draillil into this pond. The pond itself is a very small affair; 
-eleven acres are what drains into it; and if the Government pur­
chases eleven acres, it will purchase all the land that drains into this 
lake. For my part, I am in favor, as I said before, of supplying that 
post with water, but I was not quite sm·e that this small pond would 
be adequate for the purpose. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I would like to ask my friend from 
Illinois whether he does not think the amendment I have offered 
guards that sufficiently: that no portion of the money shall be ex­
pended until the Secretary of War shaH be satisfied and decides it is 
sufficient. 

Mr. FORT. I think that ought to guard it. 
Mr. MANNING. I desire to correct an impression which perhaps 

-exists in the mind of my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. DURHA.l\L] I 
never s~w the report submitted by Mr. Wells, the president of the 
Board of Visitors, until yesterday. But I do not mean here and now 
to condemn this report. After a somewhat hasty reading of it, so far 
-as I am aware, I concur in the suggestions which the report contains. 
I took the trip which was referred to by my friend from illinois [Mr. 
FoRT] to see this mountain pond. Indeed, I introduced the resolu­
tion before the Board of Visitors that we should examine that pond 
cand take the engineer with us so as to see what the probable cost 
would be. Of course our examination was a hasty one, and we relieu 
largely upon the engineer who accompanied us upon that trip. 

I felt quite sure when at West Point, and I have learned nothing 
-since to change that opinion, that the supply of water was inade-
-quate. And I desire to say to my friend from Georgia [1\fr. BLOUNT] 
that I do not agree with him that in 1876, for the first time, a cry 
was raised that there was not a sufficient supply of water at \Vest 
Point. I heard there, and I see that Mr. Wells has made the state­
·ment here, that 
· From other sources of information-

Speaking of the question whether they had sufficient water or not­
.and I may say that I heard it b:om many persons; General Schofield 
was perhaps my first informant, the engineer, Captain Ernst, was 
.another, I think, with w~om I conversed-

From other sources of information, it appears that during the dry season-
Not in 1876 merely, but for years- • 

the ordinary supply of water for the post not unfrequently fails entirely, while 
the quality is at all times indifferent. 

I heard from several gentlemen that barrels of water were placed 
.at the gates of the persons who resided there-the persons belonging 
to the Academy, students and professors. I beard that the bat hs had 
-to be abandoned; I heard that the closets bad to be abandoned, and 
that two millions of property were exposed there, durlngthe dry sea­
sons, to :fire. 

I am not prepared to say at this moment, for I do not know, 
whether $40,000 is too much. I had to rely then, and I do so now, 
very largely upon the estimate made by Captain Ernst. I did -not 
catch the precise effect of the amendm1mt of the geptleman from New 
York [Mr. HEWITT] to the amendment of his colleague, [Mr. BEEBE.] 
Before the vote is taken I would ask that that amendment be again 
read. 

The amendment to the amendment was again read. 
Mr. B~EBE. Is it competent for me to accept the amendment of 

my colleague 'I · 
The CHAIRMAN. It is competent for the gentleman to accept it 

unless there be objection. [After a pause.] There being no objec­
tion, the gentleman from New York [.Mr. BEEBE] is permitted to ac­
-cept the amendment offered by his colleague. 

Mr. DURHAM. I ask for a vote on the amendment. 
The question being taken on the adoption of the amendment as 

modified by the addition of . the proviso offered by .Mr. HEWITT, of 
New York, there were-ayes 86, noes 49. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
:Mr. DURHAM. I shall demand a vote in the House on that prop­

osition. 
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following 

paragraph : 
For continuing and furnishing for use the main building and one wing for the 

new hospital for cadets, $12,000. 

Mr. FOSTER. I move to amend by striking out " $12,000" aud 
inserting "$30,000." ' 

Mr. Chairman, it is the policy of the gentlemen having charge of 
the appropriations to build this hospital wing for cadets at West 
Point. I differ from them in this regard. It will take about $36,000 
to complete the wing. They propose to appropriate $12,000 a year 
to do it. I think that unwise, and tilat it would be better, cheaper, 
and more economical to appropriate the entire sum at once. I think 
there is no disagreement in the committee as to the ultimate comple­
tion of the wing; but instead of making the appropriation by install­
ments, as the sum is small, it strikes me that tho wise course is to 
appropriate enough at once for the completion of the wing. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I suggest to my friend from Ohio to 
make the amendment so as to cover two :tears. 

l\ir. FOSTER. Make it, then, $24,000. 
Mr. DURHAM. There was a fight over this matter at the last 

session, and this was rather a subject of compromise than otherwise 
on the part of the committee of conference at that time. It was a 
matter of compromise in the committee of conference that the ap­
propriation should run in accordance with that agreement as stated 
by Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, and myself. We put 512,0(10 this 
year, and I trust the Honse will stand by it. This i2 the cause of it. 
I admit very frankly that the work will be completed some time, but 
I hope the amendment will be voted down for the reason I have stated. 

The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. FOSTER; and· on 
a division there were-ayes 57, noes 61. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. DURHAM. I now move that the committee rise and report 

the bill to the House. 
The question was taken, and the motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 

the chair, Mr. BLACKBURN reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had bad under consideration the 
state of the Union generally and particularly the bill(H. R. No. 5230) 
making appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for 
the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1880, and for other purposes, and had 
instructed him to report the same back to the House with an amend­
ment, with a recommendation that the amendment be agreed to and 
that the bill be passed. 

1\ir. DURHA.l\f. I move the previ'Ous question upon the bill and 
tile amendment . 

The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered. 
The amendment reporte'd by the Committee of the ·whole on the 

state of the Union was road, as follows: 
Amend by aduing, after line 50, as follows: . 
For furnishing an increased and permanent supply of water, $40,000: Provided, 

That not mor e than 65,000 shall be expended for the purchase of the necessary land 
and water ri:rhts and the right of way: And provided further, That no portion of 
the sum hereby appropriated shall be expended until the Secretary of War shall 
decide the sum hereby appropriated is sufficient to secure an auequate supply of 
pure water. 

The first question was upon agreeing to the amendment reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

:Mr. DURHAM. On that amendment I call for the yeas and nays . 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were-yeas 140, nays 73, not 

voting 78; as follows : 

Acklen, 
Aldrich, 
Bacon, 
Bagley, 
Bailey, 
Baker, .Tohn H. 
Baker, ·william H. 
Ballou, 
Banning, 
Bayne, 
Beebe, 
Bicknell, 
Blair, 
Bliss, 
Boyd, 
Brentano, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Browne, 
Bundy, 
llurclutrd, 
Calkins, 
Campbell, 
Cannon, 
Caswell, 
Chalmers, 
Chittenden, 

YEAS-140. 
Claflin, 
Ulark, Rush 
Cole, 
Conger, 
Cox, Jacob D. 
Cummings, 
Cutler, 
Danford, 
Da'l"is, Horace 
Davis, Joseph .r. 
Deering, 
Denison, 
Dwight, 
Eames, 
Eickhoff, 
Ellis, 
Errett, 
Evans, L N cwton 
E>ans, James L. 
Finley, 
F ort, 
Foster, 
Franklin, 
Freeman, 
Frye, 
Gardner, 
Hardenbergh, 

Harmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hart, 
H askell, 
Hayes, 
H ewitt, Abram S. 
H ooker, 
Hubbell, 
Hun tor, 
Hunton, 
Humphrey, 
Hungerford, 
Ittner, 
.Tames, 
.r ones, .r ohn S. 
.royce, 
K eifer, 
Koightley, 
Ketcham, 
Killinger, 
L apham, 
Lathrop, 
Lindsev, 
MajorS, 

. Manning, 
Marsh, 
May bam, 

McCook, 
McGowan, 
McKinley, 
McMahon, 
Metcalfe, 
Mitchell, 
Mouroe, 
Morae, 
Muller, 
Norcroas, 
Olh·er, 
O'Scill, 
0\crton, 
Pa<Te 
Patt~rson, G. W. 
Phillips, 
Pollard, 
Potter, 
Pound, 
Prioo, 

~~r~~y. 
Randolph, 
Reed. 
R?ffiy, . 
RICe, Amencns V. 
Robinson, G. D. 
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Robinson, M. S. 
Ryan, 
Sampson, 
'Sapp, 
Shallenberger, 
Smalls, 
. Smith, A. Herr 
Starin, 

Aiken, 
Bell, 
Blackburn, 
Blount, 
Boone, 
Bridges, 
Briaht, 
Bu~er, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, J. W. 
Clark, Ah-ah A. 
Clark of Missouri, 

·Clymer, 
Cobb, 
Collins, 
Cook, 
Covert, 
'Cravens, 
Crittenden, 

Stenger, Townsend, M. I. 
Stone, John W. Van Vorhes, 
Stone, Joseph C. Veeder, 
Strait, Wait, 
Thompson, Ward, 
Thornburgh, Watson, 
Tipton, White, Michael D . 
Townsend, Amos Williams, A. S. 

NAYS-73. 
Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Durham, 
Eden, 
Elam, 
Evins, John H. 
Felton, · 
Forney, 
Garth, 
Giddings, 
Goode, 
Gunter, 
Hamilt{)n, 
Harris, Henry R. 
Harris, John T. 
Harrison, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
H'ouse, 

Jones, Frank 
Kerum, 
Kimmel, 
Knott, 
Landers, 
Ligon, 
Maish, 
Martin, 
McKenzie, 
Mills, 
Muldrow, 
Phelps, 
Rea, 
Reauan, 

. Robbins, 
Robertson, 
Ross, 
Scales, 
Singleton, 

NOT VOTING-78. 
.Atkins, De.'W Hiscock, 
Banki!, Dougla.'l, Jones, James T. 
.Benedict, Dunnell, Jorgensen, 
Bisbee, Ellsworth, Kelley, 
Bland, Ewing, Knapp, 
.Bouck, Fnller. Lockwood, 
Brag~r. Garfield, Loring, 
Brog_~en, Gause, Luttrell, 
Eurnick, Gibson, Lynde, 
Butler, Glover, Mackey, 
Cain, Hale, Money, 
Caldwell, W. P. Hanna, Morgan, 
'Camp, Hartridge, Morrison, 
Candler, Hartzell, Neal, 
Carlisle, Hatcher, Patterson, T. M. 
Clarke of Kentucky, Hazelton, Peddie, 
Cox, S!lmuel S. Hendee, Powers, 
'Crapo, Henderson, Pridemore, 
-Culberson, Henkle, Rice, William W. 
Davidson, Henry, Riddle, 

Williams, Andrew 
Williams, C. G. 
Williams, James 
Williams, Richard 
Willis, Benj. A. 
Willits, 
Wood, 
Wren. 

Slemons, 
Sparks, 
Springer, 
Steele, 
Throckmorton, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 
Turner, 
Vance, 
White, Harry 
Whitthorne, 
Wig,pnton, 
Williams, Jere N. 
Willis, Albert S. 
Wilson, 
Wright. 

Roberts, 
Sayler, 
Schleicher, 
Sexton, 
Shelley, 
Sin.nickson 
Smith, willi.am E. 
Southam, 
Stephens, 
Stewart, 
Swann, 
Turney, 
Waddell, 
Walker, 
Walsh, 
Warner, 
Yeates, 
Young. 

So the amenU.ment was agreed to. • 
During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 
Mr. STEW ART. I am pai,red with Mr. DAVIDSON, of Florida.. If 

he were present, I would vote "ay." 
Mr. DEERING. Mr. BANKs, of Massachusetts, is paired upon all 

.political questions with Mr. BLAND, of Missouri. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. My colleague, Mr. CRAPo, is con­

fined to his room by sickness. 
Mr. STRAIT. My colleague, Mr. Du:N-~'"ELL, is absent on account of. 

.sickness. If he were present, he would vote " 3,y ." 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. My colleague, Mr. Br..u."'D, is detained 

from the Honse by indisposition. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above l'ecorded. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 

and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 
·passed. 

:Mr. DURHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed ; :md also mQved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. · 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSIXESS. 
Mr. WOOD. I move that the House now adjourn. 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I ask the geut.lemau from New York 

{Mr. WooD] to withdraw that motion for a few minutes. 
Mr. WOOD. For what purpose' 
The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to st3,te that the geutlemn.n 

from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] desires to ask the !;louse to proceecl now 
to the consideration of the fortific::ttion appropriation bill. 

Mr. WOOD. How long will it take T 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. The bill which I desire to h:J,ve consid­

-ered at this time is identically the same bill that was passed last year 
without objection by both Houses. I do not think its consideration 
will take more than five minutes. 

Mr. WOOD. I will withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

FORTIFICATION APPROPRIATIOX. BILL. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move that the rules be suspended and 
the House now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for the 
consideration of the fortification appropriation bill. And pending 
that motion I move that all general debate on the bill be limited to 
one minute. 

The motion to limit debate was agreed to. 
The motion of Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, was then agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the \\Thole, 

Mr. PoTTER in the chair. . 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in bommittee of the Whole 

for the purp'ose of considering the bill (H. R. No. 5231) making appro­
priations for fortifications and other 1VOrks of defense, and for the 

armament thereof, for the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I ask unanimous consent that the first 
and formal reading of the bill be dispensed with, and that the bill be 
now read by paragraphs for :J,mendment. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The Clerk then read the bill. 
No amendment was offered. 
Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I move that the committee now rise n.nd 

report the bill to the House without amendment, and with a recom­
mendation that the same do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker havin~_Eesumed 

the chair, Mr. POTTER reported that the Committee of the whole on 
the state of the Union, pursuant to the order of the House, had had 
under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 5231) making appropriations 
for fortifications and other works of defense, and for the armament 
thereof, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for other pur­
poses, and had directed him to report the same back to the House 
without amendment, and with the recommendation th.at the same do 
pass. · 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana. I call the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded and the main question ordered; 

ancl under the operation thereof the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time ; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. . 

Mr. BAKER, of Indiana, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. · 

The latter motion waa agreed to. 
Mr. WOOD. I now renew the motion that the House adjourn. 

YELLOW-FEVER EPIDEMIC. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. YOUNG] 

asked this morning during the morning hour that a concurrent reso­
lution offered by him to provide for a joint committee to investigate 
the subject of the yellow-fever epidemic be printed in the RECORD. 
It was not in order for the Chair to submit tb!l.t request to the Ho~'3 
at that time. The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. HOOXER] made 
a similar req nest. The ChlJ.ir would suggest that all the proposi tiona 
upon the subject of the yellow-fever epidemic-there were but four 
or five of them-be printed iu the RECORD. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
The. concurrent resolutions ar~ a-s follows: 
By Mr. ACKL"EN: 
Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concur-ring,) That:~~ commit­

tee of four members of the Senate and five member8 of the House of Represent..'l.­
tives be appointed respectively by the President of the Senate :md the Speaker 
of the House of Represent:l.tives to investigate the origin •.md causes of the late 
yellow-fever epidemic, to employ such experts, clerks, and stenographers as are 
needed, to send for pe'i-sons and papers, to send said expert's or visit by subcommit· 
tee the lately infected and other places, and to report at any time by bill or other­
wise what legislation, if any, shall be enacted by Congress to prevent a recurrence 
of like e,Pidemics. 

By .Mr. GIBSON : 
R esolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That a commis· 

sion is hereby authorized and constituted, to consist of five (5) Senaoors, to be 
appointed by the Senate; five (5) members of the House of Representatives, to be 
appointeu by the Speaker · and experts not exceeding seven (7) in number, to be 
selected by and associated with them, with authority to determine tho time and 
place of meeting, to employ a stenographer and clerk, to take testimony, q,nd whose 
duty it shall be to inquire into the recent history and the means of prevention rutd 
arrest of yellow fevet·, anu to report the facts and their opinions aud recommenda­
tions at any time. 

By Mr. HOOKER: 
Re.~olved by the House of R epresentatives, (tl~e Senate concurring,) That a. joint com­

mittee of seven on the part of tlie House and-- on the p'lrt of the Senate be 
appointed by the presiding officers of the Senate and House, to be styled the S:mi­
tary Committee, whose duty it shall be-

Firs t. To inquire into the nature and cause of the recent yellow-fever epidemic. 
Second. To inquire as to the safest and best mode of preventing its return by 

establishment of a national qnarantine or otherwise. ' 
Thirtl. To confer with the legislative committee appointed by the national health 

convention at its recent session iu the city of Richmond, Virginia. 
Forutll. Said committee shall have power to send for persons and papers and to 

admi?ister oaths to witnesses, aud are empowered to report by bill or otherwise. 
By Mr. YOUNG: 

· Where.'ts the epidemic which has recently prevailed in large districts of sev. 
eral of the States of the Union has been so destructive to human life and the inter­
ests aud prosperity of the whole coun1ry as to make it a subject of gra>est public 
concern, and its prevention in future an important duty, to the end that its return 
may l>e prevented so far as prompt and decided action can prevent, 

B e it resolved by the IIouse of Representatives, (the Senate concurring,) That a 
joint select committee of four Senators, to be appointed by the President of the 
Senate, and five Repre entatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, be 
appointed to investigate and report the l>est means of preventing the introduction 
and spread of epidemic diseases, especially yellow fever and cholera, within the 
limits of the United Stat es. That said comm1ttee be allowed a clerk, and. if in 
the course of its investigations it is found necessary, a stenographer. .And that 
said committee have powH to send for persons and papers, to employ ex:gerts and 
scientists, not to exceed seven in number, and send them to, and by subcommittee 
visit, recently iniected localities ancl other places for the purpose of obtaining the 
fullest and most accurate information; and that said committee may report at any 
time during the present session of Congress, l>y bill or otherwise. · 

ENROLLED BILLS SIG~"".ED . 

1\lr. RAThTEY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found truly enrolled a bill (coming over from 
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the last session) of the following title; when the Speaker sign~d the 
same: 

An act (H. R. No. 1625) granting a pension to Abram V. Miller, late 
a lieutenant in Company E of the One hundred and eighty-fourth 
Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Leave of absence was granted by unaclmous consent as follows : 
To Mr. MACKEY, for four days; and 
Tu Mr. BURDICK, for ten days, on account of important business. 

ISABEL L. EVANS. 
Mr. BELL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 5305) 

granting an increase of pension to IsabelL. Evans; which was read 
a first and ·second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions, andordered to be printed. 

' JOSEPH w. SEELEY. 
Mr. BREWER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 

5306) to,increase the pension of Joseph W. Seeley, late a private in 
Company H, Seventh Michigan Volunteer Infantry; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions, and ordered to be printed. 

COMPENSATION OF POSTMAs;I'ERS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 

letter from . the Postmaster-General, transmitting a communication 
from the Sixth Auditor in relation to the compensation of certain 
postmasters; which was refeued to the Committee on Appropria­
tions. 

REPORT OF THE C01riPTROLLER OF CURRENCY. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter fro!ll the Comp­

troller of the Currency, transmitting his annual report; which was 
referred to the Committee on Banking and Currency. 

CONDITION OF THE FINANCES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre­

tary of the Treasury, submitting his annual report on the condition 
of the finances for the year 1878; which was refeued to the Commit­
tee of Ways and Means. 

DOORKEEPER OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Door­

keeper of the House of Representatives, transmitting an inventory of 
the public property in his possession at the commencement of the 
third session of the Forty-fifth Congress; which was referred to the 
Committee of Accounts, and ordered to be printed. • 

JUDGMENTS OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the chief 

clerk of the Court of Claims, transmitting, in pursuance of section 
1057 of the Revised Statutes, a statement of tlu~ judgments rendered 
by said court for the year ending December 2, 1878; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SURVEYS OF THE TERRITORIES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the aeting 

president of the National Academy of Sciences, transmitting a report 
from the National Academy of Sciences on the subject of the suryeys 
of the Territories; which was referred to the Committee on Appro­
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. This report is accompanied by additional docu­
Itl.ents. The Committee on Appropriations ought to be authorized to 
have printed such of the documents as to them may seem desirable. 
The Chair will ask that consent be given for that purpose. 

There was no ebjection, and it was so ordered. 
SITE OF CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. . 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secre­
tary of the Interior, relative to the value of lands proposed to be pur­
chased for the site of the Congressional Library; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

LAWS OF MO~TANA TERRITORY. 
The SPEAKER also laid b~fore the House a letter from the secre­

tary of the Territory of Montana, transmitting laws, memorials; and 
resolutions of that Territory passed at the tenth regular session of 
the Legislative Assembly thereof, beginning January 8, 1877, and end­
ing February 16, 1877; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HEWIT'l', of Alabama. I desire to give notice that to-morrow, 

after the morning hour, I shall move to go into the Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of considering further the bill (H. R. No. 257) 
granting pensions to certain soldiers and sailors in the Mexican and 
other wars therein named. 

The motion of Mr. WooD that the House adjourn was agreed to; 
and accordingly (at three o'clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 

PETITIO~S, ETC. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented at the Clerk's desk, 

under the rule, and referred as stated : 
By 1\Ir. ATKINS: Papers relating to the claim of James A. Henry 

for compensation for property taken by the United States Army-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By 1!-Ir. BACON: The petition of Anson Dart, for compensation for 
services rendered the United States as Indian superintendent on the 
Pacific coast, northwest-to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BELL: The petition of Isabel L. Evans, for an increase of 
pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a paper relating to the establishment of post-routes from Hi­
wassee, Georgia, to Shooting Creek, North Carolina ; from J e:fferson 
to Jug Tn.vern; from Toccoa City, via Talula Falls, to Clayton; from 
Head of Tennessee to Burton; from Sulphur Sprincrs to Sulphur 
Springs Station; from Gainsville, via Jug Tavern, to Monroe; from 
Belton to Cleveland; and from Maysville to Homer, all in the State 
of Georgia-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of Joseph W. Seeley, for an in­
crease of pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BROGDEN: Papers relating to the claim of Benjamin F. 
Parrott for compensation for supplies taken by the United States 
Army-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: The petitiop of John George Hertwig, of Saint 
Louis, Missouri, for reimbursement of expenses in attending a com­
petitive examination for a clerkship in the Interior Department-to 
the Committee of Claims. · 

By ~Ir. COLE: Memorial of Sam C. Reid, for himself and the heirs 
of the claimants of the late United States private armed brig Gen­
eral Armstrong, asking compensation for said brig destroyed by the 
British fleet on the 27th of September, 1814, in the port of Fayal, 
Azores Islands-to the same committee. 

By l\Ir. CORLETT: A paper relating to the claim of T. E. Warren 
for supplies furnished the officers in charge of .the penitentiary of 
Wyoming,Territory in 1875-to the same committee. 

By Mr. CRAVENS: Papers relating to the claim of James M. Bar­
ker for compensation for property taken by the United States Army­
to the Committee on W m Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the cla.im of Mrs. Ann Edmondson, of similar 
import-to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Mary A. 'Vilsgn, of similar 
import-to the same committee. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of California: The petition of Charles White, for 
compensation for property lost on board the Martha, captured by the 
Shenandoah-to the Committe,e on the Judiciary. 

Also, memofial of merchants of San Francisco, California, relative 
to the distribution of the Geneva award-to the same committee. 

By Ur. FORNEY: Papers relating to .the claim of William H. Huff 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army-te 
the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GARTH : Papers relating to the claim of Sarah Townsley, 
administratrix of Stephen Townsley, deceased, of similar import-to 
the same committ,ee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Hamilton F. Arthur, of sim­
ilar import-to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Georgia: A. paper relating to the establish­
ment of post-routes from Oakland to Rocky Mount; from Campbell­
ton, via Hauisville and Watkins, to Whites burgh; and from Atb.nta, 
via Ben Hill and Sandtown, to Chapel Hill, Georgia-to the Commit­
tee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama: Papers relating to the claim of. 
William T. Hamner for compensation for property taken by the United 
States Army-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the c1'1im of John Belcher, of similar im­
port-to the same committee. 

By lli. HOOKER: Papers relating to the claim of A. H. Gardner, 
of similar import-to the same committee. 

By l\Ir. HUNTON: Papers relating to the claim of Duncan James, 
of similar import-to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of James H. Shumate, of similar 
import-to the same committee. 

Also, papers relating ·to the cln,im of Arthur Ashton, of similar im­
port-to the arne committee. 

By Mr. ITTNER: The petition of Adolph Bower, of Saint Louis, 
Missouri, to be refunded the amount collected from him by United 
States officials as tax:om·ope and bagging-to the Committee of Claims. 

By ~Ir. JOYCE: Papers relating to the claim of Da.vid Ward for 
reimbursement of amount of · a. Treasury note destroyed by fire-t() 
the same committ-ee. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: The petition of Riley, Hardin & Taylor, for 
compensation for loss and injury sustained by raids of Indians of the 
Bannaek and Piute tribes-to the same committee. 

Also, resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, 
California, opposing any reduction of the duties on foreign wines 
and spirituous liquors-to the Committee of Ways and :Means. 

Also, memorial of S. W. Rosenstock & Co., and 30 other mercantile 
firms of San Francisco, California, relative to the Geneva. award­
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Marcellus Wilson, for arrears of pension-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By ~Ir. MANNING: P&pers relating to the claim of Thomas B. Smith, 
administrator of the estate of Thomas S. Hardaway, p.eceased, for 
compensation for property taken by the United States Army7 to the­
C~mmittee on War Claims.· 
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By Mr. McMAHON: The petition of James Blair, late a. private in 

Company E, First Regiment United States Cavalry, Mexican war, for 
a pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Adam Miller, of similar import--to the same 
committee. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Russell, of similar import-to the same 
committee. • 

Also, the petition of HenryS. Wood ward, of similar import-to the 
same committee. 

Al.so, the petition of Jacob Yeager, late a private in Company E, 
Seventy-ninth Regiment Indiana Volunteers and Veteran Reserve 
Corps, of similar import-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Schultz, for arrears of pension-to tke 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of Michael Cable, for the removal of the charge 
of desertion-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the Boston Society of the Medi­
cal Sciences, that the metric system of weights and measures shall be 
exclusively used in all the business of the United St.ates Government 
after some fixE\d date-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and 
Measures. 

Also, the petition of the Boston Society for Medical Observation, of 
similar import-to the same committee. 

By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of Charles N. Warner, late an 
officer in the United States Army, that he be restored to his former 
relative rank and position therein-to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Francis O'Cleary, for a pension-to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PAGE: Memorial of citizens of San Francisco, relative to 
the Geneva award-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PATTERSON, of New York: The petition of Florian W. 
Ames, of Dunkirk, New York, to have refunded to him $300 paid by 
him as commutation money during the late war-to the Committee 
of Claims. 

By Mr. PRICE: The petition of soldiers of Iowa, for the equaliza­
tion~£ bounties to all soldiers of the Union Army-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH : Papers relating to the claim of Greenbury 
B. Mitchell for compensation for property taken by the United States 
Army-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Greenbury B. Vineyard, of 
similar ill}port-to the same committee. 

By Mr. RICE, of Ohio: The petition of Elizabeth Middleton, for 
restoration to the pension-roll-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. SAMPSON: A paper relating to the petition of Simeon M. 
Preston, for relief for the loss suffered by him by the act of the Presi­
dent of tho URited States in pardoning D. C. Kearns, convicted of 
embezzlement-to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. VANCE. Papers relating to the claim of William D. Whit­
ted for compensatio:a for supplies taken by the United States Army­
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of P. T. Campbell, late a private 
in Company F, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, for 
"vetera...11 bounty "-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By 1\fr. WOe>D: The petition of druggists and doctors of South 
Carolina, for the abolition of the druggist's liquor-license tax-to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
. By Mr. YOUNG : Papers relating to the claim of Reuben B. Bass, 
for compensation for property taken by the United States Army-to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, IJecember 4, 1878. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON Sm•'DERLAND, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
JoHN J. PATTERSON, a Senator from the State of South Carolina, 

appeared in his seat to-clay. 

OMISSION IN ENROLLME~"'T. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT appointed 1\fr. FERRY, ittr. DAVIS of illi­
nois, and Mr. RANDOLPH as the committee provided for by the reso­
luticm adopted by the Senate yesterday, relative to au omission in the 
enrollment of the sundry civil appropriation bill at the last session 
of Congress. 

EXECUTIVE COMMID\'ICATION. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the 

Postmaster-General, transmitting a communication from the Auditor 
of tho Treasury for the Post-Office Department, in regard to the 
compensat.ion of certain postmasters upon whose nominations the 
Senate failed to act during the special session of Congress which 
met October 15, 1877 ; which was referred to the Committee on Post 

• Offi.{les and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. · 

BACHELDER'S SKETCH OF THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURGH. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com­

munication; which was read, referred to the Committee on 1\filitary 
Affairs, and ordered to be ~nted: • 

SocmTY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
OFFICE OF RECORDING SECRETARY, 

27 Park Place, New York, D ecember 3, 1878. 
Sm: In pursuance of the instructions of the Society of the Army of the Poto­

mac, I have the honor to forward the annexed resolution of the Society of the 
Army of the Pot.omae, passed at their last annnal meeting, Jnne !7, 1878. 

Very respectfnlly, yonr obedient servant, 

Hon. WILLIAM A. WIIEELER, 

HORATIO C. KING, 
Recording Sec-reta1y. 

Vice-Pre8ident of the United States. 

The speeches being concluded, the following resolution was offered by General 
Barnum, and approved by the society : 

Whereas the battle of Gettysburgh was~ and always will be, considered one of 
the ~rreat historic events of the nation; ann 

Whereas Mr. John B. Bachelder, of Boston, at the commencement of the late 
war, foreseeing the valne of a thorough detailed knowledge of the great culminat­
ing battles between the States sure to ensue, and realizin~ the importance of col­
lecting such data while all the details were fresh in the mmds of the participants 
and while the men lived who could furnish the facts or refute the errors, did aban­
don his business and attach himself to the Army as early as 1862, that he might be 
in position to do the work promptly and thoroughly wherever snob an event took 
place, followin.,. its marches, sketching and noting the details of battles; and 

Whereas at fi.ettysburgh he reached the field immediately after the battle was 
fougbt, while the wounded from every regiment of both armies remained to tell 
the story, and while the havoc of battle marked the limits of the field; that he 
sketched its vast proportions, the accuracy of which we recognize, and the citi­
zens of Gettys burgh indorse; that he remained there for months, going over the 
field with wounded men of both armies, carefully noting their descriptions of the 
battle, and indicating the positions of their commands on his sketch ; that be vis­
ited the Army at the front, submitting his notes to the asseml>led officers of the 
different regiments, verifying the data obtained at Gettysburgh, and fully estab­
lishing the position of every command, noting its mo>ements and incidents in 
battle; that on his invitation many of us visited the battle-field for the purpose of 
contributing our knowledge to its history, where in council we verified our posi­
tions and explained our movements ; that many of our comrades in battle who fur­
nished him material and personal reminiscences when at the front fell in the sub­
sequent battles before Richmond, and many others who went with us to Gettys­
burgh are now uead, and Mr. Bachelder holds the only notes of their experience 
from which a connected narrative can be written ; and, in a. word, that throughout 
tho past sixteen years he has given his time and the best efforts of his life to per­
petuate the history of the battle of Gettys burgh; that his efforts in collecting ma- . 
terial have been crowned with wonderful success ; that his verity and impartial­
ity have won alike the encomiums of distinguished ofticers of both armies; that 
his knowledge and anthorityon matters pertaining to that battle have been recog­
nized by the War DepartmElnt, in employing him to locate the positions of troops 
on the Government maps of that battle; that we, members of the Society of the 
Army of the Potomac, ofticers who led that army at that battle, fully realizing the 
value which the material collected by Mr. Bachelder must possess for all time, 
and knowing that if lest it can never be replaced, and that unless it is compiled 
by him who collected it and knows its value, it will be lost at his death, and to a 
great extent die with him: Therefore, . 

Be it resolved, That Congress be respectfully urged to ¢.-e the subject its early 
attention,· and that the recommendation of the Ch1ef of Engineers and Secretary 
of War, {printed in Senate Document No. 42,) asking that an adequate appropria­
tion be made to continue, compile, and complete this great work in the same care­
ful, painstaking, liberal manner as has heretofore characterized the enterprise, and 
our secretary be instructed to forward copies of this resolution to the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States 
Congress. 

PETITIO~S A...~ ME~IORIALS. 

Mr. BECK presented the petition of Samuel Castleman, of Louis- · 
ville, Kentucky, praying compensation for services as clerk in the 
assistan adjutant-general's office at Louisville, Kentucky; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD presented a petition of citizens of Indianola, Iow3, 
praying Congress to increase the pension of A. W. Richards, late of 
Company G, Third Iowa Infantry Volunteers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BECK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in­

troduce a bill (8. No.1426) for the relief of Samuel Castleman; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1427) to amend the judiciary a.ct as to suits 
agains~ certain corporations; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SAULSBURY asked, and l.ly unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1428) relating to the redemption of United 
States legal-tender notes; which was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. BAILEY. I ask that that bill be read at length. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be reported at length. 
The bill was read the second time at length, and referred to the 

Committee on Finance, as follows: 
Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed, 

in redeeming United States legal-tender notes as required by ths act of Congress 
approved January 14, 1875, to pay to each and every person, bank, corporation, or 
association of persons presenting said notes for redemption, 75 per cont. of the 
amount of said notes so presented in gold coin, and 25 per cont. in legal-tender sil­
ver dollars. 

:Mr~ WALLACE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a. bill (S. No. 1429) granting a pension to Elizabeth F. 
Long•; which was read twice hyits title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent 
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