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Port, Maine, for further distribution of the Geneva award-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of 
Maine, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor 
traffic-to the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

Ily Mr. HALL: The petition of David B. Currin and 18 others, citi­
zens of New Hampshire, for the passage of a bill equalizing boun­
ties-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By l\Ir. BENJAMIN W. HARRIS: The petition of Henry J. Rod­
gers, for compeBsation for the use of the Rodgers' code of signals­
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. · 

By Mr. HA WK: The petition of citizens of Stephenson County, Illi­
nois, for the amendment of the patent laws so as to make the manu­
facturer and vendor of patented articles alone responsible for infringe­
ments-to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Stephenson County, Illinois, for re­
lief from excessive rates of transportation of freights and passengers 
by railways-to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

By Mr. HUNTON: '.rhe petition o-f Charles C. Simms, for the re­
moval of his political disabilities-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HUTCHINS: Memorial of Elbridge T. Gerry, president of 
the New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, in 
relation to certain Chinese children-to tbe Committee on ~"'oreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of Robert W. Simmons, for an in­
crease of pension-to the Committee on Invalid Peusions. 

By l\1r. MANNING: Papers relating to the claim of the estate of J. 
R. Bowles, for pay for property ta.ken by United States authorities 
during the late war-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. BENJAMIN F. MARTIN: The petition of A. J. Strosnider 
and others, for the equalization of the bounty of soldiers of the late 
war-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. EDWARD L. :MARTIN: Six petitions of citizens of Sussex 
County, Kent County, and of other citizens of Delaware, against 
transportation monopolies and for uniform freight rates-to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Delaware, for tbe amendment of 
the patent laws so as to make the manufacturer and vendor of pat­
ented articles n,lone liable for infringement-to the Committee on 
Patents. 

By Mr. McGOWAN: The petition of Everett and Monroe, George 
J. Lange, and others, citizens of the United States, honorably dis­
charged soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, relating to 
pension claims-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MCLANE: 'fhe petition of the Grand Temple of Honor and 
Temperance of Maryland and the District of Columbia, for a commis­
sion of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Com­
mittee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. McMAHON: The petition of John A. McMahon, that a pen­
sion be granted William Harris-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. MILES: The petition of the Grand Division of the Sons of 
Temperance of the State of Connecticut, for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Alco­
holic Liquor Traffic. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Litchfield County, Connecticut, 
that manufacturers and vendors of patented articles alone be made 
responsible for infringements-to the Committee on Patents. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Litchfield County, Connecticut, 
for such laws as will alleviate the oppressions imposed by transporta­
tion monopolies-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr . .MILLS: The petition of Paul Bremond, president of the 
Houston East and West Texas Railroad Company, for the reduction of 
the duty on steel rails to $10 per ton-to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By l\fr. NICHOLLS: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Tem­
plars of Georgia, for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. O'CONNOR: The petition of freedmen, depositors in the 
Freedman's Savings and Trust Company at Wilmington, North Car­
olina, for the passage of the bill to return to the freedmen of the 
South their savings depositecl with the Freedman's Savings Trust 
Company-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ORTH: The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Templars 
of tlle State of Indiana, for a commission of inquiry concerning the 
alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor 
Traffic. . 

By Mr. OVERTON: The petition of Daniel Vanauken and 31 other 
soldiers, of Susquehanna and Wyoming Counties; of William Hewitt 
and 39other Union soldiers,ofHra-clford County,Penusylvania,aga.inst 
the passage of Senate bill No. 496, relating to pension claims-to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PHISTER: A paper relating to the pension claim of Aaron 
Barton-to tl10 same committee. 

By Mr. POEHLER: The petition of T. A. Thompson and others, 
citizens of \Vabasha County, Minnesota, for such legislation as will 
alleviate the oppressions imposed upon the people by transportation 
monopolies-to the Committee on Railways and Canals. 

Also, the petition of T. A. Thompson and others, citizens of Wa­
basha County, Minnesota, for the amendment of the patent laws so 

that innocent users of patented articles may be protected-to the· 
Committee on Patents. 

By 1\fr. PRICE : The petition of the Woman's Christian Temperance· 
Union of Iowa, for ~ commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of J. A. Hayward and others, for 
the removal of obstructions to the navigation of the Lower Sabine· 
and Neches Rivers in Texas-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. REED : The petition of Albert Mawrick and others, of 
Portlahd, 1\Iaine, for a harbor of refuge at Scituate, Massachnsetts­
to the same committee. 

Also, the petitiou of C. S. Pennell and others, of Brunswick, Maine, 
for the distribution of the balance of the Geneva award-to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. JOHN S. RICHARDSON: The petition of colored citizens. 
of Sumter County, South Carolina, that Congress return to the freed­
men their savings deposited with the Freed.man's Savings and Trust 
Company-to the Committee of W a.ys and Means. 

By Mr. JAMES W. SINGLETON: The petition of J. H. Dawson 
and other soldiers, of Pike County, Illinois, for the passage of the 
Weaver bill-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of George W. Ware, H. C. Goodrich, and others,. 
citizens of Jersey County, Illinois, that the "boys" who stayed at 
home during the rebellion supporting widows and orphans shall be , 
first compensated, and if there l>e any money left in the Treasury 
thereafter that it shall be given to the "army that subdued the rebell­
ion "-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. STONE: The petition of Birney Hayt, for an incre:i.se of· 
pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. · 

By Mr. TUCKER: The petition of citizens of Buckingham County,. 
Virginia,, for a post-route from Buckingham Court House, via Slate 
River Mills, Well Water, and Centenary, to Scottsville, Virginia-t0i 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. URNER: The petition of James F. Poole, for pay for prop­
erty accidentally consumed by fire while in the occupation of United· 
States troops during the late war-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. V ANOE : The petition of the Grand Lodge of Good Temp­
lars of the State of North Carolina, for a commission of inquiry con­
cerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Alco­
holic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. VAN AERNAM: Thepetitionof23ex-Unionsoldiers,against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 496-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

Also, the petition of 40 ex-Union soldiers and t!ailors of Olean, New 
York, for such action on the Weaver bill as will mete out exact justice 
to Union soldiers and sailors of the late war-to the Committee on 
Military ~airs. 

By Mr.WARNER: The petition of L. D. Bean and 16 other soldiers, 
of Canaanville, Ohio, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr.WASHBURN: The petition of David McCauley and others, 
that the lands of Fort Abercrombie reservation be opened to home­
stead and pre-emption entries the same as other public lands-to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of E. F. Drake, president of the Saint Paul and 
Sioux City Railroad Company, for a reduction of the duty on imported 
steel rails-to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WILLIS: Papers relating to the claim of E. B. Clark to be­
refunded taxes illegally collected by officials of the District of Co­
lumbia-to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of Peter Clark, S. C. Randall, and 
36 others, ex-soldiers of Dundee, Michigan, against the passage 0:£ 
Senate bill No. 496-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

IN SENATE. 

TliuRSD.A.Y, January 22, 1880. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BULLOCK, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved-

PETITIONS A..i.~D l\IBl\IORIALS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present the petition of Thomas J. Stewart andi 
others, citizens of Bangor, Maine, who represent that they are inter­
e.sted in the balance of the Geneva award fund, and praying that some­
bill be passed during the present session for the distribution of the 
money remaining of said fund. I move the reference of the petition. 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I present another and like petition, signed by 

Phineas Pendleton and others, citizens of Searsport, in the State of 
Maine. I ask that it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary,, 
and I want to express again my hope that we may have a report 
from the committee at as early a day as possible. Whatever that 
report may be, if we can have the subject before the Senate in time 
for the Senate to consider it and for Congress to come· to a conclu­
sion, we shall be doing but an aet of justice. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to· the Com,. 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. JONAS presented the petition of the Grand Temple of Honor 
and Temperance of the State of Louisiana, officially signed, repre­
senting ninety-five members, praying for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GROOME presented the petition of the Grand Temple of Honor 
and Temperance of Maryland and the District of Columbia, officially 
signed, ~epresenting between two hundred and three hundred mem­
bers, praying for a commission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic 
liquor traffic; which was referred to the Committee on Fin~nce. 

Mr. WALLACE presented the memorial of William Lyons and 
others, citizens of Pennsylvania and soldiers in the late war, remon­
'Strating against the passage of the bill (S. No: 496) for the examina­
tion and adjudication of pension claims; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented the petition of A. W. Raymond and others, citi­
zens of Pennsylvania and soldiers in the late war, praying for the 
passage of a law for the equalization of bounties; which· was re­
ferred to the Committee on l\filitary Affairs. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the memorial of John W. Ellsworth and 
Qtbers, citizens of Kansas and soldiers in the late war, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill (S. No. 496) for the examination and 
adjudication of pension claims; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also presented the l)etition of George L. Turner and others, cit­
izens of Kansas and soldiers in the late war, praying for the passage 
of a law for the equalization of bounties; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M. 

.ADru'1S, its Clerk, announced that the House bad passed ajoint reso­
lution (H. R. No. 83) donating condemned cannon to the Morton 
Monumental Association, in which it requested the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

E!IBOLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 

t:!igned the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 55) granting a right of way across Water Shops 
Pond, in Springfield, Massachusetts, to the Springfield and New Lon­
don Railroad Company; · 

A bill (H. R. No. 2053) authorizing the assistant treasurer of the 
United States at New York to waive the enforcement of section 3477 
of the Revised Statutes so far as the same affects certain drafts upon 
him now held by the Masonic Bank of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 

A bill (II. R. No. 3518) authorizing the importation of articles for 
exhibition at the millers' international exhibition, to be held at Cin­
<:in nati in 18 0, free of duty; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 2790) authorizing the Secretary of the Trerumryto 
appoint a deputy collector at Seaford, Sussex County, Delaware, and 
for other purposes. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on the Revision of the Laws, 

to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 523) for the relief of Charles H. 
Nicholls, lat~ superintendent of the Government Hospital for the In­
sane, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. WALLACE. I am also directed by the Committee on the Re­
vision of the Laws, to whom were referred the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the joint resolution (S. R. No. 19) to pro­
vide for the publication and distribution of a supplement to the Re­
vised Statutes, to recommend concurrence in the amendments of the 
House with amendments. I ask that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of the subject. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The joint resolution will be reported. 
The Chief Clerk read the joint resolution. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Fifty cents a copy is a pretty heavy charge on the 

-0onsumer. 
J.Ir. WALLACE. The committee recommend paying to the reviser 

a specific sum for his copyright, and for the indexing and clerical 
work, and the Government shall then have it. The joint resolution 
provide8 thn.t the Secr{'tary of State shall make a pro rata distribution. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to the present consid­
eratton of the joint resolution with the amendments' 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rather think it had better be printed as now 
proposed to be amended. It can be taken up to-morrow. There are 
amendments to the Honse amendments, I understand. 

Mr. WALLACE. Very well. I move that tho amendments of the 
Senate committee be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am in favor of the general proposition, most 

decidedly. 
Mr. GROO:\IE, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was re­

fer}'ed the bill (S. No. 996) for the relief of Monroe Donoho, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was 
<>rdered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
{S. No. 715) far the relief of N. Boyden, reported it without amend­
ment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. VOORHEES, from the Committee on the Library, to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill (S. No. 1117) to provide additional 
accommodations for the Library of Congress; which was rea,d twice 
by its title. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom were 
referred the bill (S. No. 836) directing the removal of obstructions 
from the harbor at the Delaware breakwater, and the bill (S. No. 493) 
dii'ecting the removal of obstructions from the harbor at the Dela­
ware breakwater, reported that the bills ought not to pass, the sub­
ject having been provided for by a measure already passed; a,nd the 
bills were postponed indefinitely . . 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referreu the peti­
tion of William Collins, of Waldo, Maine, praying payment of certain 
moneys alleged to be due him as bounty for services on the schooner 
Sarah Franklin, employed in the cod-fishery in the year 1866, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be re­
ferred to the Committee on Naival Affairs; which was a,greed to. 

He also, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 420) for the relief of George H. Plant, askell to be 
discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Cla.ims; which was agreed to. 

l\Ir. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No.1075) to authorize Dr. Daniel AL Appel, of the 
United States Army, to receive pay for dischar~iug the duties of 
physician to the Mescalero Apache Indian agency, New Mexico, asked 
to be discharged from its further considerat.ion, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WHYTE, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 887) to authorize printing at the Government P1int­
ing Office for members of Congress, reported adversely thereon, and 
the bill was postponed indefinitely . 

PRINTING FOR THE LAND COMMISSIOX. 

:Mr. WHY'l'E. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing to 
report back favorably the joint resolution (H. R. No. 145) authorizing 
certain printing for the land commission, and I ask for its imme­
diate consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. It authorizes the Public 
Printer to print, upon requisition of the chairman of the public land 
commission, created by the act of March 3, 1879, for the purpose of codi­
fying the laws relating to the public lands, and for other purposes, such 
letters, testimony, and documents as may be nece sary for the per­
formance of the duties prescribed for the commission. The cost of 
such printing is not to exceed $2,000, and the number of copies printed 
of the letters, testimony, and documents is not to exceed two hun­
dred. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend­
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SIGNAL OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. WHYTE. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing to re­
port back favorably, with an amendment, the joint resolution (S. R. 
No. 56) authorizing the printing and binding of additional copies of 
the report of the Chief Signal Officer of the Army, and I ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The amendment reported by the Committee on Printing was, in line 
4, to strike out" ten" before" tholli!and" and insert" five;" so as to 
make the joint resolution read: 

That the Public Printer be, and he is hereby, authorized to priat and bind, for 
tho use of the Signal Office, 5,000 additional copies of the annual report of the Chief 
Signal Officer for the year 1879; and thePublicPrinterisa.uthorized t.o contractfor 
the illustrations with the person now furnishing the illustrations for the congres­
sional edition. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and , 

the amendment was concurred in. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third read-

ing, read the third time, and passed. · 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, (by request,) asked, and by unan­
imous consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 1101) fortbe 
relief of Charles W. Foulke; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No.1102)fortherelief of Ja.cobDundore; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PADDOCK asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1103) for the relief of Manly B. McNilt; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying pa­
pers, referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. SLATER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1104) for the relief of certain parties on ac­
count of labor, material, and money furnished in the construction 
of the revenue-cutter Thomas Corwin; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to thP. Committee on Claims. 

.Mr. McMILLAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1105) to prot('lct and promote the naviga-
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bility of the navigable rivers of the United States, and to prevent the 
deposit of sa.wdust or other material in said rivers to the injury of 
navigation, and to punish persons guilty of depositing such material 
therein; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. SLATER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1106) authorizing the construction of a bridge 
across the Willamette River between the city of Port land and the 
city of East Portland, in Multnomah County, State of Oregon; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com­
merce. 

Mr. CALL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to in­
troduce a bill (S. No. 1107) to authorize the State of Florida to incor­
porate the agricultural college and seminary fund donated· by Con­
gress with the common-school fund of the State; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. CALL. I move that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the bill should be referred to the Commit­
t ee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. ·CALL. I moved the rnference of the bill to the Committee on 
the Judiciary on the ground that it involves a question of law, whether 
it is competent to have such legislation as the bill provides. I think 
it would be necessary to be examined in that point of view by the 
Committee on the Judiciary at some stage of the proceeding. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not object to its being referred to the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary from any apprehension of the results that 
may be arrived at; but it is a proposition that, it seems to me, nat­
urally belongs to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Doe the Senator from Vermont make a 
motion T 

Mr. MORRILL. I will move to have the bill referred to the Com­
mittee on Education nnd Labor. 

The question being put, n. division was called for; and the ayes 
were 11--

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CALL. Before the question is voted on I will state the rea~on 

why I moved the reference of the bill to the Committee on the Judi­
ciary. 

An act of Congress provided for the donation of certain quantities 
of land to the State of Florida for certain educational purposes. One 
of those purposes was that there should be established two semin~ries 
of education in the State-one in East and the other in West Florida. 
By an act of the Legislature of Florida, passed many years ago, the 
act of Congress was sought to be carried into effect. Recently the 
Legislature of the State ma-0.e a request by resolution that :ti bill 
should be introduced into Congress asking the consent of Congress to 
another and a different direction of the fond. . 

A question of vested rights arises between the two seminaries, which 
were located and have for many years been in operation in the State, 
and the action now sought by the State a.nd carried into effect by the 
bill which I have just introduced in pursuance of the resolution of the 
Legislature of the State. I am myself of opinion that it is entirely 
incompetent for Congress to pass an act of this description and give 
away rights which have become vested in particular individuals and 
bodies of men under an act of Congress providing for such direction 
years ago; and ill order that this question of law--

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator will permit me, I did not under­
stand the scope of the proposition contained in the bill from hearing 
the title of it read. I withdraw my motion. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, the yeas and 
nays having been ordered, the motion will be considered withdrawn, 
and the bill referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KERNAN asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1108) to provide for the further distribution 
of the moneys received under the Geneva award; which waa read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HEREFORD asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
t o introduce a bill (S. No. 1109) for the relief of Anthony Lawson; 
which wa.s read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WINDOM (by request) asked., and by unanimous consent ob­
t ained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 1110) for the relief of the 
American Grocer Association of the city of New York; which wa-s 
read t wice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post -Offices 
and Post-Roads. 

He also (by request ) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 1111) for the relief of George T. Mar­
shall; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance. . 

He aJso asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro­
duce a bill (S. No. 1112) to transfer the military reservation at Fort 
Ransom, Dakota Territory, t o the custody and control of the Interior 
Department; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WITHERS asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1113) granting a pension to Peter K. Mor­
gan; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Penstons. 
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He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro­
duce a bill (S. No. 1114) granting a pension to Luman Case; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, re­
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1115) for the relief of William H. Rogers; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. TELLER asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave t.o 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1116) to amend title 32, chapter 6, of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Mines and Mining. 

Mr. GARLAND asked, and by unanimous coment obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1118) for the relief of George S. Tramel; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro­
duce a bill (S. No. 1119) for the relief of Winfrey N. Swayne; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, re­
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HOAR asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1120) for the relief of Mrs. Mary S. Porter; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. No. 67) to authorize the Secretary 
of War to sell or lease to the Port Huron and Northwestern Railway 
Company a portion of the Fort Gratiot military reserve, and to au­
thorize the city of Port Huron to grant to said railway company the 
right of way through Pine Grove Park; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On metion of Mr. WITHERS, it was 
Ordered, Thatthepaparsin the claim of Johns. Worthington, of Fairfax County 

~f!~a, be taken from the files of the Senate and referred t.o the Committee on 

Ordered, That the papers in the claims of Methodist Episcopal churches of Ar· 
lington, Fall8 Church, Fairfax Court House, Dumfries, and Mount Crawford, in 
Virginia, be taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion of Mr. GROOME, it was 
Ordered, That the papers relating to the cla.im of Clement D. Hill be taken from 

the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. WHYTE, it was 
Ordered, That leave be granted t.o withdraw the petition of Elizabeth Joins 

widow of Jo~ Joins, late a sailmaker in the United States Navy, praying to be 
allowed a pension. 

CONTRACTS FOR INDIAN SUPPLIES. 

Mr. TEL.LER. I desire to introduce a resolution this morning and 
to ask for its immediate consideration. I also wish to give the rea­
sons, in a few words, why I present it. 

The resolution was read, as follows : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed t.o 

inform the Senate whether at any time since March 4, 1877, any contmct to furnish 
Indian supplies of any kind or character has been made with any member of the 
board of Indian commissioners, or with any firm or corporation with which any 
member of said board was at that time connected or interested in, and if any such 
contract was ma.de, with whom it waa made, at what time, and the terms of said 
contract. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the reso­
lution. 

Mr. TELLER. I desire to say that I do not by the resolution charge 
any member of the board of Indian commissioners with having re­
ceived a contract for Indian supplies; but the cha.rge has been made, 
it has gone out to the country, that this board, or at least some mem­
bers of it, ha~e had contracts for the furnishing of Indian supplies 
within the last two years. As by the statute it is made the special 
duty of this board to see that the contracts are properly made, and 
that the money which is appropriated by Congress shall be properly 
devoted to the purposes for which it is appropriated, it seems to me 
that such a charge made against this board is one that ought to be 
immediately investigated. It is impossible for any Senator to say 
whether there is truth in the charge or not. Therefore I call upon 
the proper authorities, who have the proof if any such contract has 
been made, to furnish us the proof, if any such exists. If there are 
no such contracts, if none such have been made~ then the public 
ought to know that the charge is false which has been made against 
this board, who a.re designated in the statute as being men selected 
on account of their intelligence and philanthropy. I repeat, that 
I make no charge against the board; I am anxious to arrive at the 
trut,h in the matter. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
RAILROAD LAND GRAN'.I'S• 

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following resolution; which was con­
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior is instructed t.o furnish to the Sen­
ate such information as is contained in the books and papers of the Interior De­
partment in answer t.o the following inquiries: 

1. What grants of public lands ma.de by acts of Congress to railroad companies, 
or t.o St.ates or Territories in aid of such COmJ.>anies, remain incomplete by reason 
of the failure of the grantees or the beneficiaries to comply with the terms or con 
ditions of such grants. 

• 



• 
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2. In cases, if any, where there has been a partial compliance with the terms or 
conditions of the grants, 1;o what extent has there been such compliance, and to 
what extent is there a just cause for declaring the forfeiture of the grants; and 
wha.t reasons of justice, equity1 or of public faith or public policy are there why 
Congress should abstain from aeclaring a. forfeiture of such grants in whole or in 
p~~ . 

.3. In cases where the States or companies to which land grants have been made 
for the benefit of railroads and a just cause of forfeiture exists; where bona fide 
conveyances have been made to purchasers for value, what proportion, as near as 
may be, of the lands so granted, have been sold to such purchasers, and what fur­
ther legislation, if any, is necessary to secure to such persons their full, equitable 
right to such lands. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The joint resolution (H. R. No. 3) granting condemned cannon to 
the Morton Monumental Association, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Aftairs. 

ADJOURNMENT TO ::\WNDAY. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The question being put, a. division was called for; and the ayes 
were30--

Mr. EATON. We may as well have the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted-yeas 

30, nays 21 ; as follows: 
YEAS-30. 

Allison, 
Anthony, 
Ba.ya.rd, 
Beck, 
Booth, 
Bruce, 
Burnside, 
Butler, 

Baldwin, 
Blair, 
Cockrell, 
Eaton, 
Farley, 
Fe~y, 

Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, 
Davia of Illinois, Johnston, 
Davis of W. Va., Jones of Florida, 
Dawes, Kirkwood, 
Edmunds, McMillan, 
Gordon, Morrill, 
Hamlin Platt, 
Herefoi.!d, Pryor, 

Garland, 
Groome, 
Harris, 
Jonas, 
Kernan, 
Maxey, 

NAY~21. 

Morgan, 
Paddock, 
Randolph, 
Ransom, 
Slater, 
Teller, 

ABSENT-2.5. 
Lamar, 

if~nald, 
Bailey, Grover, 
Blaine, Hampton, 
Call, Hill of Colorado, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill of Georgia, 
Carpenter, Hoar, 
Coke, Jones of Nevada, 
Conkling, Kell~gg, 

So the motion wa,s agreed to. 

McPherson, 
Pendleton, 
Plumb, 
Rollins, 

• Saunders, 
Sharon, 
Voorhees, 
Whyte, 
Windom, 
Withers. 

Walker, 
Wallace, 
Williams 

Saulsbury, 
Thurman, 
Vance, 
Vest. 

UNITED STATES ·NOTES AS A LEGAL TENDER. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The morning hour has expired, and the 
order of the day is the joint resolution (S. R. No. 49) in relation to 
United States Treasury notes, which is before the Senate as in Com­
mittee of the Whole, and on which the Senator from Texas [Mr. C01rn] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, if a proposition were made now for the 
firet time to issue Trea,sury notes with the legal-tender quality, or if 
it were proposed to increase the existing volume of such notes by a 
new issue, believing as I do that the Constitution of the United States 
confers upon Congress no power to make any character of paper, or 
to recognize any other than gold and silver money a tender for pay­
ment of private debt, I would unhesitatingly oppose it. But when 
it is proposed to strike down the legal-tender quality of the $346,-
000,000 of Government notes heretofore issued and now in circulation. 
a different question is presented. Either of the two first propositions 
would involve a constitutionnl question which cannot arise in con­
sidering the latter. The power of Congress to provide for the issu­
ance of the legal-tender notes now in circulation wa,g fully debated 
and considered in 1862, when the first of the series of acts under which 
they ware issued was passed. The action of the law-making power 
has been decided repeatedly by the Supreme Court of the United 
States and by the supreme courts of all the States to be in harmony 
with the Constitution, and the Treasury notes of the United States 
to be a lawful tender for private debt. These decisions by the legis­
lative, executive, andjudicial departments of the Government, national 
and State, have been accepte(l by t;hc country, and for nearly twenty 
years these notes have been almost the only currency in circulation 
among the people. No question. of their constitutionality exists in 
the public mind, nor in any department of the Government, for the 
plain and sufficient reason that all questions of this tiort have been 
conclusively settled by every triblmal in existence in this conn.try, 
commencing with the great body of the .American people and running 
through all the ramifications of their State and national governments, 
and are in every possible form res j1idicata. 

It makes no difference that the ''war powers" of the Government 
were invoked by these tribunal to sustain this issue of paper, nor 
that necessity in a great crisis constrained its. sanction; it is none the 
less a. fact that it has been sanctioned, and that fact is imbedded and 
concreted in the politico.I, financial, and industrial history of the 
country. 

Constitutional objections to the methods through which slavery 
was abolished, the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments 
were adopted, and to the manner in which West Virginia. was erected 
into a separate State out of the territory of old Virginia, could as 

well be heard a.nd would be no less absurd than similar objections 
to the original issuance of legal-tender notes. If it were admitted 
that it was originally unconstitutional, it is no more so than very 
many other infractions of the Constitution since 1862, through which 
changes have have been ingrafted on our Government, which have be­
come so interwoven with the t-exture Of our institutions that, with one 
accord, all men of all parties would denounce any' attempt to reopen 
them for discussion and correction.. None of these changes have been 
more thoroughly acquiesced in and accepted than that relating to 
the legal-tender Treasury notes now in circulation; none of them have 
more fully tho sanction. of prescription from lapse of time and official 
and popular acceptance, none of them have affected the great body 
of the people in their daily business affairs to a greater extent, and 
none of them would in its ultimate consequences bring greater detri­
ment to the public interests if opened for readjustment, than will, in 
my.judgment, ensue from a re-opening of this. The greenbacklegal­
tender currency is one of the results of the war, and, whether right­
fully or wrongfully created originally, is no more a legitimate sub­
ject of inquiry now than the other great fundamental facts evolved 
from that memorable straggle, of much more doubtful constitutional 
origin, but which are universally and rightfully accepted beca.us~ ac­
complished. For one I will not single out this measure from the mass 
of changes which occurred during that period of social, industrial, 
and constitutional revolution for reconsideration, but will let that, aa 
well as the others, rest where the upheaval left them, to be disturbed, 
if at all, by the Supreme Court. It is true we have peace now, but 
it is a peace freighted heavily with the burdens of war. Our great 
war debt, which hangs like a. millstone around the necks of the peo­
ple, must be paid. If this and other results of the war have sur­
rounded the country with conditi ns which make it inexpedient and 
unwise to interfere with the currency made necessary by the stress 
of W!l.r, I hold it to be our plain duty to allow it to remain as it is. 
But, sir, there is a constitutional provision which protects the legal­
tender notes from demonetization in the mode proposed, and expressly 
sanctions them n.s lawful money. They are a part of the public debt; 
the laws under which they were issued provided for their reissuance, 
with the legal-tender quality as originally issued, as fast as they 
should come into th~ Treasury. Every holder of one of these notes 
has the guarantee of the fourth section of the Fourteenth amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, that ''the validity of the pub­
lic debt of the United States * * * shall not be questioned." 

The public debt consists of various kinds of Government obliga­
tions. Boot.ls are one kind, some due at one time, some at another; 
some bearing one rate of interest and some another; some payable in 
coin and some in lawful money. United States notes are another 
variety of Government obligations, bearing no interest, no time fixed 
for their redemption or payment, and possessing the quality of being 
a legal tender in payment of all debt, public and private, except 
duties on imports. The Government in respect to bonds has bound 
itself to pay interest at a stated rate, at a stated time, and in a stated 
species of money. This obligation of the Government has, by the 
acceptance of the holders, become a contract, and the " validity" of 
this contract to pay the a.greed interest at the agreed time and p1ace, 
and in the agreed character of money to the holder, is the thing which 
under the constitutional amendment cannot be questioned; that is 
to say, the Government is not permitted to question the validity of 
any one of these stipulations, which in the aggregate constitute a 
valid debt or obligation. So of the United States notes: the Govern­
ment agree,s to pay the amount named in the note with no interest 
and at no stated time, but that the note shall be a legal tender at its 
face value in payment of all debts, public and private, except duties 
on imports. To destroy the legal-tender quality is of course to destroy 
one of the essential and therefore binding stipulations of the contract 
and invalidate so much of the "public debt," which is forbidden. As 
long as the note remains outstanding unpaid, the legal-tender quality 
inheres in it, because such is the contract between the holder and the 
Government, and its validity cannot be "questioned." 

The stipulations as to the debt-paying power of these notes to be 
found in the law under which they were issued, and indorsed on the 
notes, are as binding upon the Government as are its obligations to 
the holders of bonds, and Congress can no more annul the legal-tender 
quality of the Treasury note than it can change the rate of interest 
or the time of payment of Government bonds. They are both con­
tracts with the Government, both "public debt," and the v::i.lidity of 
each in accordance with the terms of the respective contracts is pro­
hibited, by the constitutional provision referred to, from being" ques­
tioned." 

The Fourteenth amendment became a part of the Constitution on 
the 28th day of July, 1868, and that part of the ''public debt" evi­
denced by the legal-tender notes of the United States was then in 
circulation as money, with all the money attributes it now possesses, 
and its validity with those attributes having been guaranteed by 
that amendment, it has unquestionably since been constitutional 
money if it had not been before, and will remain such until Con­
gress shall see fit by law to order it in for redemption and retire­
ment. Congress may, if dee10ed expedient, call in these notes, pay 
them, and reissue them without the legal-tender quality, but cannot 
demonetize them in the hands of the people unless after doe notice 
and a reasonable time given they fail to bring them in for payment. 

By it.s terms the resolution of the Senator from Delaware)s to taike 
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effect "from and after" its passage, and, if adopted, a.t that instant, 
without giving notice to the people to bring these notes in for re­
demption, would destroy in their hands four-fifths of its power as 
money, would annul the stipulations of the contract between the 
holders and the Government, a.nd, so far as congressional action could 
do it, would invalidate $346,000,000 of the public debt. It would, I 
respectfully submit, be an act of the most flagrant and indefensible 
bad faith, even if no constitutional provision were violated-such an 
act as, perpetrated on the holders of interest-bearing bonds, would 
produce, a howl from Wall street that would reverberate from one 
end of the country to the other. 

The legal-tender notes bear on their face-say one for 5-this in-
scription: -

The Unit.ad States will pay the bearer es, Washington, D. C. 
Legal-t.ender for es. 
And indorsed on its back, the following : 
This note is a. legal-tender at its face value for all debts, public and privat.e, ex· 

eept.d11ties on imports and int.erest on the public debt. ' 
It is true that any holder of these notes to the amount of $50 could, 

since the 1st of January, 1879, have presented them at the national 
Treasury and had them redeemed in gold and silver, and a large 
amount have been so redeemed, but the law requires them" reissued 
and kept in circulation," and forbids their retirement and cancella­
tion, so that the existing volume of $346,000,000 shall remain in cir­
culation as money, thus continuing indefinitely the contract with the 
holders indorsed on the back and written across the face of the notes. 
Upon the faith of this declared policy of the Government these notes 
have become a rule of property, and a law of controots through­
out the length and breadth of the conntrY. for millions of people. 
Every contract in all the States and Territories of the Union is solv­
able in these notes, except the few which especially stipulate for 
coin, and a destruction of their debt-paying power will impair the 
obligation of all these contracts in gross violation of the constitutional 
rights of the people, and produce a shock in business affairs which 
will vibrate throughout the country. The States are forbidden by 
express constitutional provision to pass any law which impairs the 
obligation of contracts, a power to do which, without tho.t prohibi­
tion, they would have possessed. There is no such prohibition upon 
the Federal Government, because it can exercise only the powers that 
are granted, and no. power to impair the obligations of contracts is 
granted or can arise by implication out of any granted power, be­
cause contrary to natural justice and common honesty and unworthy 
of exercise by anyenlightenedgovernmerr The Governmentpledged 
its faith to redeem these notes in coin, but every act of Congress pro­
viding for their issuance also provided for their reissue. 

The act of January 14, 1875, "to provide for the resumption of 
specie payments" intended to carry out the pledge of the Govern­
ment and to be a final consummation of the policy of the Govern­
ment in respect to them, was construed by the Secretary of tho Treas­
ury in connection with the acts under which the notes were issued to 
authorize their reissuance. , The whole purpose of the Government 
haa been: a.s its legislation will show, to bring these notes to -par with 
coin, and to be able to redeem them, on the demand of the holder, in 
coin. Whatever may have been the intention at the inception of 
their issuance, there is not a line of le!tlslation to show that they 
were regarded as a mere temporary expedient, but on the contrary, as 
they grew in popular favor, abundant evidence is found in all the leg­
islation on the subject, of an intention, if not to perpetuate, at least 
to cont inue indefinitely in circulation such an amount of them as can 
be maintained at par with coin. As soon as the amount was reduced 
to this point through the process of funding, the act of May 31, 1878, 
the la.st act on this subject, waa passed, which forbade the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cancel or retire them further, and required, like 
the first law under which legal-tender notes were issued in 1862, 
that as fast as they came into the Treasury they should be reissued 
and kept in circulation. On the 1st day of January, 1879, the quality 
of irredeemability which before that time had characterized these 
notes ceased to exist, and from that date each holder has had the 
right to present these notes and receive coin in exchange. As the re­
sult of the policy pursued, we have in circulation among the people 
$346,000,000 of Government notes with full legal-tender power, re­
deemable on demand in coin, and the gold and silver in the Treasury 
to redeem or maintain them at par, not only free from constitutional 
objection, but expressly sanctioned by the Fourteenth amendment as 
long as Congress shall deem it wise to allow them t-0 remain in circu­
lation-a currency which our people prefer to any other, because it is 
familiar to them, and they know it to be safe and sound, and the 
question we have to determine is whether we will destroy it or let it 
alone. 

I am not troubled with any doubts in deciding this question for 
myself. My convictions are that the best interests of the country 
require that it be "let alone" where the policy of the Government, 
after nearly twenty years' experience, has left it, and where the coun­
try is satisfied with it. 

The resolution of the honorable Senator from Delaware seems to 
contemplatetbereissueandcontinuedcirculationoflegal-tendernotes 
after tbeir demonetization, and the impression exists in the public 
mind t.ha.t such will be the ca-se. This is a great misapprehension. 

The adoption of the resolution will as effectually destroy the entire 
volume of legal-tender notes, and eliminate them from our financial 

syslem, as would a law directing the Secretary of the Treasury to call 
them in, pay and burn them, as a very brief consideration of its opera­
tion will conclusivelv show. I rend the resolution, and call attention 
to its language : ~ 

That from and after the p'li!sage of this resolution the Treasury notes of the 
United States shall be received for a1Ldn68 to the United States, excepting duties 
on imports, and shaU not be otherwise a legal-tender, and any of·said notes hereafter 
reissued shall bear this superscription. 

In order to exhibit the full operation of the resolution upon these 
notes I rea-d from the act approved February 25, 1862, section 1, being 
the first act under which legal-tender notes were issued, to show the 
debt-paying qualities with which they were invested, as follows: 

And such notes herein authoriwd shall be receivable in payment of all taxes, inter­
nal duties, excises, debts, and demands of every kind due to the United States except 
duties on imports, of all claims and demands against the United States of every kind 
whatsoever except for interest upon bonds and notes, which shall be paid in coin, 
and shall also be fa.wful money and a legal tender in payment of all debts public 
and private within the United States, except duties on imports 'l.Ild interest afore­
said. 

It is clear thnit while under this resolution the notes would be re­
ceivable for all dues to the United States, they would be demonetized 
as to demands and dues from the United States, for the langwt.ge of 
the resolution is that they " shall not be otherwise a legal tender" 
than for dues to the United States. They would not be lawful money 
for the payment of a. single dollar of the expenses of the Government, 
or of any debt or demand or salary due to any corporation or indi­
vidual from the United States, and no person could be required to re­
ceive them. They would be legal tender for nothing of public or 
private debt except dues to the United States. In other words, the 
resolution leaves clear the way to get them into the Treasury by con­
tinuing them receivable for all taxes, debts, demands, &c., due the 
Government, but would render it really and truly "impracticable" 
for the honorable Secretary of the Treasury to pay them out or reis­
sue them. It would be a virtual repeal of the act gf May, 1878, which 
requires the notes reissued. If these notes shall circulate at all, after 
being thus demonetized, it must be in competition with the national­
bank notes, and to show the relative debt-paying powers of the two 
kinds of paper money L will read from section 23 of the act known 
as the national-bank act, as follows: 

Such association is hereby authorized to issue and circulate the 82.me [meaning 
national-bank notes) as money, and the same shall be received at par in all parts 
of the United States in payment of taxes, excises, public lands, and all other dues 
w the United States, except for duties on imports~ and also for allsu.laries and other 
debts and demands owing by the UnitedStateatoinaividuals, corporations, and asso­
ciations within the United States, except interest on the. public debt and in re­
demption of the national currency. 

Section 32 of the same act provides that every national bank shall 
receive at par the notes of any other national bank for any debts or 
liability due it. 

The legal-tender power of the national-bank notes, it will be per­
ceived, covers all dues, debts, kc., to the United States except import 
dues, and all dalJts, dues, and dema.nds owing by the United States ex­
cept interest on the public debt and the redemption of United States 
notes, and including all that vnst umou:o.t of private indebtedness 
accruing daily to the na~ional bar.. II in t heir <leah ngs with the people 
and with each other. Why not allow the greenbacks this same range 
of debt-paying power t There can be surely no constitutional objec­
tion to giving them the same debt-payingpower possessed by national­
bank notes. National-bank notes would also possess the additional 
value of being redeemable over the bank counters in gold and silver, 
while Government notes could be redeemed only at the national Treas­
ury and in sums not less than $50, and by a process unknown to one 
in five thousand of the people who handle them. 

Would Government notes thus stripped of their debt-paying power 
and difficult of redemption be accepted when national-bank notes or 
gold and silver could be demanded T They would in general business 
be valuable for but one purpose, and that would be to exchange for 
coin. The difficulty to the general business public, remote from the 
Trea-sury where they are redeemable, of presenting them would throw 
them into the hands of the national banks, most likely at a discount. 
The banks already hold $112,000,000 of these notes as a reserve fund, 
and in due course of business would speedily obtain possession of the 
greater portion of the balance, and, for the double purpose of supply­
ing themselves with the coin the-/ would be compelled to have, and of 
taking them out of circulation n.nd putting their own notes in their 
place, would present them at the Treasury for redemption as fost as 
received.· The entire volume of greenbacks would thus, and in pay­
ment of Government dues, go rapidly into the Treasury, and could not 
be reissued or paid out if the Secret:i,ry desired to reissue them, be­
cause no person will be compelled to receive them in payment of any 
demand against the Government, nor, of course, would voluntarily 
receive them when gold and silver and national-bank notes, much 
better money, could be demanded. Thus they would disappear from 
circulation. If I am answered that national-bank notes, though in­
ferior in money power now to greenbacks, are equally current in circu­
lation, an obvious reply is that the inf~riority of greenbacks in money 
power, if the demonetizing resolution is adopted, will be very much 
greater than that of national-bank notes to greenbacks as they now 
are ; but the great and controlling reason is that the power of the 
Government and of two thousand and forty-eight national banks is 
and has been sustaining the bank notes, and the sa.me power is now 
exerted against the greenbacks to force tJiem into retirement. It is 
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very clear, Mr. President, that any measure, or any combination of 
circumstances which sends the $:346,000,000 of outsta.nding legal-ten­
der notes to the Trea.sury for redemption will operate to retire them. 
If reissued when paid, it is as if they had not been pa.id, and the same 
amount remains still to be paid, and so on indefinitely. One hundred 
and fifty-eight million dollars of coin now in the Treasury for resump­
tion purposes is the largest amount ever there since specie payments 
were resumed, and there ha.a been no time since January 1, 1879, when 
one-half of t.he greenbacks could have been redeemed without resort­
ing to sale of more bonds. When it was desired to maintain them in 
circulation every step possible was taken necessary to inspire confi­
dence in them; their paying power was enlarged by instructions from 
the Secretary of the Trea,gnry to collectors of cus'toms to receive them 
a.t par in payment of import duties, although by law not a legal tender 
for such dues. All this wa.s done to prevent their presentation for 
redemption, to make them as good as coin and prefera.ble to coin; and 
the desired result was accomplished. The provision for reissu:mce 
under such conditions is practicable because the notes are now rarely 
presented for redemption, being preferred to coin because more con­
venient. 

But when, on the other hand, with a full knowledge of the imprac­
ticability of redeeming and reissuing them, and continuing to redeem 
and reissue indefinitely, tho Government deliberately dishonors them, 
destroys their power as money, makes them ~eatly inferior not only 
to coin but to other paper money in circulation, as the resolution of 
the honorable Sena.tor from Delaware will do, so as to cause their 
presen4;ation for redemption in the superior money, it is neither more 
nor less than a provision to retire them from circulation, and such I 
take to be the meaning and purpose of the resolution. That the" 
effect of the resolution, if adopted, will be to effect a speedy retire­
ment of . the entire volume of legal-tenders, nobody doubts. The 
cembined ca-pita! of the country, the national banks, the President, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury, a.nd the whole influence of the 
Administration are waging war upon these notes, and the legal-ten­
der quality, the debt-paying power, alone sustains them. Strike that 
out, a.nd they will sink under the onslaught and disaippear from our 
financial system. If the resolution of the honorable Senator from 
Delawn.re shall be adopt.ed the national banks will be masters of the 
situation. They are struggling to obtain a. monopoly of the paper 
circulation of the country, which they can expand or contract at 
pleaame. Thia power carries with it the power to affect the values 
of all property, the wages of labor, and the burden of debts, as they 
may choose to permit money to be scarce or abundant. The exist­
ence of 346,000,000 of legal-tender Government notes under the con­
trol of Congress is an effectual check in the interest of the people 
upon the power of these corporations. Hence their determined effort 
to remove it. They also wish to remove it in order that they may 
reap the profit to be derived from filling its place with their own 
circulating notes. The entire circulation of all the national banks 
on the 31st of December last is reported by the Comptroller to be 
$340,388,012, nearly six million less in amount than the Government 
notes sought to be demonetized. If they can drive these notes out of 
circulation they will make room to more than double their own note 
circulation; at the same time they become supreme masters of the 
financial affairs of fifty millions of people. This is a grand stake to 
play for, and all they have to do to win it is to secure the passage of 
the resolution demonetizing the legal-tender notes. Thia done, their 
victory is won, their monopoly is complete, and their supremacy is 
undisputed. All else they desire will follow naturally, easily, and 
speedily. 

The next step, already foreshadowed in the message of the Presi­
dent, the reports of his Secretary of the Treasury and Comptroller of 
Currency, for they have nil strongly recommended it, as well as the 
demonetization of greenba.cks, will be to stop the coinage of silver. 
To do this will as surely be followed by renewed demonetization of 
that metal as the destruction of the greenback notes will from striking 
down their legal-tender quality. The very recommendation, coming 
from the source it does, is well ca1culat.ed to depreciate silver. All 
"those engaged in the advocacy of the scheme for demonetizing lega.1-
·tender notes and for stopping the coinage of silver were oppo~d to 
the remonetization of silver, even tQ the limited extent it is now coined, 
and sought to make gold the on1y standard of value and the only 
lawful money. Gold and national-bank notes will be our only cur­
rency if they succeed in the measures proposed. This is the "honest 
money," the ''hard money," of which we hear so much. The silver 
dollar of the Unit.ad States-made in the ratio of 16 of silver to 1 of 
gold, while the mtio of France, Belgium, Switzerland, Italy, Spain, 
and Germany is 15-t of silver to 1 of gold, and the ratio of Holland, 
Gre?lt Britain, Ireland, and Portugal is 15-fu of silver to 1 of gold, and 
of Austria 15"2\ of silver to 1 of gold, and of Russia is 15/o- silver to 1 
of gold-a, silver coin which contains a higher proportion of silver than 
the coin of any other country in the world, which has been the 
standard of value from 1792 until this time, except for the short 
period it was demonetized, and United States legal-tender not.es, re­
deemable on demand in coin, at par with coin and preferred by the 
people to coin, are denounced as "soft," "dishonest" money, and why T 
Because the bondholders and national bankers know that contraction 
such as will result from the destruction of silver as money, and of 
legal-tender notes a.a money, will lower all values of property and 
labor, and at the same time increase in the same propo~on the pur-

chasing power of the gold interest received on their bonds, and of 
national-bank notes with double circulation, while consolidating and 
centralizing the vast money power of the country into a supreme and 
irresistible force in the a.ffairs of this Government and people. 

Why stop the coinage of silverf The production of silver is declin­
ing, as reported by the Director of the Mint. The world's produc­
tion is estimated at $81,849,300 per ainnum, and the United States 
produced of that in 1879 $40,812,132, having declined from 45,281,385 
the -preceding year. The great mines of Nevada, which in 1878 were 
officially reported to have yielded $47,076,863 of both gold and silver, 
fell in 1879 to a product of only $19,305,473.97 of both metals. Dur­
ing the last twenty-five years the Director of the Mint reports that 
India and China have annually absorbed an average of 47,000,000 of 
silver, with no prospect of an abatement of the demand. He says 
further that Europe and America consume in the arts and ornamen­
tation from twenty-five to thirty-five millions of silver. Add these 
demands together, and to the result add a fair per cent. of the whole 
stock of silver in the world for loss and for abrasion from use of sil­
ver coin, and it will be found that the a.mount will exceed the world's 
annual production. 

To repeat the question in another form, why should the United 
States adopt the single gold standard T There is no dispute about the 
fact tha.t the world's annual yield of gold has been declining since 
1856, when the highest point of its production was reached, the 
amount being placed by the Director of the Mint a.t $134,000,000 for 
that year. He gives a table showing the annual product for a num­
ber of years, commencing with 1853 and concluding with 1879, for 
which year the product is given at $86,399,858. The United States 
produced of that total 38,899,532 against $51,206,360 produced in 
1878, showing a decline of nearly thirteen million in one year in this 
country alone. Scientific men, who have m::i,de the question the sub­
ject of profound study, estimate that the annual · production of gold 
is only 2 per cent. of the stock of gold in existence, while the annual 
loss from abrasion, accident, and nae in the arts is estimated at from 
4 to 6 per cent.; so that the actual supply of gold is supposed to be 
diminishing, notwithstanding the annual product, which itself is 
rapidly declining. The yield of gold declining, and of silver inade­
quate or not more than adeqtrn.te to existing demands, yet human 
numbers are increasing and commercial and industrial developments 
are advancing and extending with a rapidity unparalleled heretofore. 
The world must have money to grow on, and trade and commerce 
cannot be extended nor industries increa.sed without ml)ney, and 
money the world will ha~, for civilization cannot exist withou~ it. 
If deprived of silver a margin is left for more bank paper. Leaving 
out the silver in Asia. and Africa, which is not supposed to affect com­
merce, the ·estimate of Mr. Fawcett, in his work on Gold and Debt, 
is that there is of metallic money in the world $2,150,000,000 of gold 
and 2,350,000,000 of silver, almost equally divided, but with a slight 
preponderance of silver. To demonetize silver means, then, to destroy 
one-half of the world's money to the great enhancement in value of 
the other half, and the corresponding increase of the burden of debts 
and depression of labor. A recently published work, entitled Hughes 
on the Currency Question, gives the following figures in relation to 
the public debts of the world, taken from the Westminster Review of 
January, 1876: 

At the close of the Napoleonic wars, in 1815-'20, the public debt.a 
of the world amounted to $7,650,000,000. 

In 184d, the year of the French revolution, they a.mounted to 
,655,000,000. 
In 1875, a.fter the civil conflict in the United Stat68 a.nd the several 

wars in Europe which preceded the Russo-Turkish wa.r, they a.mounted 
to $22,889,000,000. 

The author adds 1,100,000,000 for the Russo-Turkish war, making 
the whole aggregate $24,000,000,000. To this is added, from Poor's 
and from Fawcett's works, railroad indebtedness, and in addition an 
estimate is made of municipal debts, (state, city, county, :md town,) 
which bring it up to 1878, a.a follows: 

Public debts in 1878: 
National debts ..•.•.••••.••••• ···-· •••••..••..• : .•••.•••••••••.•.• 
Railroad debts ................. «-•· •• --- --- .....•..•. - •... - ••. -- . 
Municipal debts ................................................. . 

4, 000, 000, 000 
6, 000, 000, 000 
5, 000, 000, 000 

Total........................................................ 35, 000, 000, 000 

Supposing these figures to give a proximate idea of the truth, it is 
very clear that public indebtedness is increasing at a. rate of progres­
sion which quickens a.sit advances, and that the used of money are 
increased in this direction with each year a£ they are in other expan­
sions of human affairs. Will there not be other great wars andenor­
mous increases of the public debts of the world f I suggest the ques­
tion, and leave it for the future to take ca.re of, and deal with the 
troubles of the present. At an average of 5 per cent. interest, the 
enormous sum of seventeen hundred q,nd fifty million annually is 
necessary to pay the interest on the public debts of the world as 
stated above, to say nothing of private debts. 

Englandt holding the bonds of the world, $1.nd owning her public 
debt at home to enhance the value of her credits and the annual in­
terest on them, demonetized silver. Germa.ny, whose capitalists hold 
the bonds of every country in the world, for the same reason fol­
lowed in discarding silver. After the enormous public debt of the 
United States was securely funded in bonds, silver, without the 
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know ledge of the country and, for the most part, of the Congress 
which passed the law and of the President who approved it, was de­
monetized in the interest of the holders of bonds. The power of 
the bonds, representing the public debts of the world, procured the 
demonetization of silver in order that its millions of annual in­
terest should be increased in value. These bonds are chiefly in the 
hands of the world's bankers, and they also saw in this decre::i.se of 
metallic money an enlarged area for the operation of bank paper. 
It was done in the interest of the few and to the oppression of the 
many. Recent events have gone a long way to disclose to European 
thinkers and statesmen that the people who produce have been bur­
dened more heavily than they can bear for the benefit of the privi­
leged and moneyed classes. Labor strikes, land agitations, and threat­
ened faI!line, communism, socialism, nihilism, and all the other isms 
which express human misery are rampant there, and the legitimate 
consequences, of enormous public debts intensified in their burden 
by the destruction of one-half of the money in which they ought to 
be paid, and the stagnation of all industry for want of the money 
thus destroyed to satisfy the greed of a few of the nobility and men 
of wealth. Seeing these things, European opinion is undergoing a 
radical change. Germany has suspended the sale of her discarded 
silver, and some of her leading statesmen are denying the wisdom of 
having demonetized it; while some of the best thinkers and ablest 
financial writers in England are advocating a return to bimetallism, 
notably l\fr. Henry Hucks Gibbs, late governor of the Bank of Eng­
land, and one of the representatives of the English government at 
the P:nis conference, who joined his colleagues in the adverse report 
made, but has since, in view of the present condition of European 
industries, publicly recanted. The patent fact is seen and acknowl­
edged by all men that depression and stagnation sat upon the United 
States like an incubus until gold was drawn here from Europe, and 
that the withdrawal of gold from Europe produced the same distress 
in Europe which it relieved here, and the governing classes of Eu­
rope are being made to see by the inexorable logic of events what 
the practical intelligence of the .American people has comprehended 
since 1873, that the commerce and industry of the world in its mar­
velous growth and extension and the immense burden of debt to be 
paid, demands more money than the gold in existence will furnish, 
and that the single gold standard cannot be maintained, except by 
loading down all industry to a point where the danger of revulsion 
and revolution and general repudia.tion becomes imminent. 

In view of these facts it is significant that at this critical juncture 
the enemies of silver remonetization in Europe should be re-enforced 
by the high authority of the President of the United States and his 
Secretary of the Treasury, in official papers laid before Congress, 
recommending in effect an abandonment of silver as money, except 
the insignificant sum of $45,000,000 now coined. The moral force 
of such action from the chief executive officers of the greatest silver­
producing country in the world, supposed to represent the views 
of the great people who first demanded and enforced the restora­
tion of silver as money, and to speak from experience of its effects, 
must act with tremendous power upon the public judgment of Eu­
rope on the silver question. The advocates of wholesale demoneti­
zation of greenbacks and a cessation of the coinage of silver ground 
their whole argument on the alleged abundance of gold and silver 
coin in the country, and the existence of the balance of foreign trade 
in our favor to keep it here. The Director of the Mint estimates that 
on the first day of November fast our stock aggregated $427,206,852, 
not quite three-fourths of it gold, and the remainder silver, besides 
some fifty millions of gold bullion. It does not seem to be remem­
bered that the conditions which produced the great inflow of gold 
for three or four years past are abnormal, and in the natural order of 
things cannot continue. The unparalleled depression of trade and 
all the industries, commencing in this country in 1873 and continuing 
until a short time pa£t, enforced with an iron hand the most rigid 
economy upon the people. Our own products, which were sold al­
most at the cost of production, and that too when labor was cheaper 
than ever before, satisfied our home markets, and we bought very 
little abroad; hence, the importation of foreign goods and products 
fell to a very low figure. The cheapness of our products: our excep­
tionally abundant crops, and the unprecedented failure of crops for 
two years past in Europe, bringing the people in many parts to the 
verge o:E famine, conspired, at the same time that our imports were 
rapidly fallin~ off, to increase our exports and bring the balance of 
trade largely m our favor. The extent to which we are indebted for 
this balance to the failures of crops in Europe will be seen when the 
faet is stated that, while the total of our imports for 1879 is $710,439,-
441, I am informed, in a note from the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, 
that 77.85 per cent. of the amount isforagricnlturalproduets,and the 
value of breadstuffs alone exported to meet the extraordinary demand 
is $210,355,528 against $98,743,151 worth of breadstuffs in 1873. And 
it must be borne in mind that prior to 1873, from the beginning of the 
Government, the balance of trade, except for an occa.sional year and 
an insignificant amount, at long intervals, has been uniformly.against 
us. The annual average of the balance against us for the ten years 
which ended June 30, 1873, was $104,706,922, as shown in the Trea-sury 
reports. The Secretary of the Trl'}asury says, in bis last report, that, 
"with one or two unimportant exceptions, the United States stands 
alone among tho commercial nations in having an excess of exports 
over imports of merchandise," the word merchandise being used to in-

elude the total of all our imports of every character. This exceptional 
status of the United States, notwithstanding the unprecedented Eu­
rope:m demand for our agricultural products, has been produced in 
much the largest degree bythe poverty and enforced economy of our 
people and their consequent inability to buy foreign goods, and the 
cheapness of our own commodities, which excluded foreign goods 
from our markets, as the following table of imports and exports from 
1873 to 1879 will show: 

Fiscal year-

1873 ···-······--··········· 
1874 ·•••••••••••••••••••••· 
1875 ··--··--··········-···· 
1876 ··--········ · ·•••······ 
1877 ..••...••..••••.••...•. 
1878 ·············-········· 

.,-

Fiscal year-

1873 ..••••.•••••••••••••••• 
1874 ·····················-· 
1875 •••••••.•••...•••. ·-··· 
1876 ···· · ··········-······· 
1877 •••..••..••••••.••...•. 

1878 •••••••··••···••••·•·•· 

Net imports, (less re-exports.) . 

Merchandise. Coin and bullion. 

$624, 689, 727 
550, 556, 723 
518, 846, 825 
445, 938, 766 
438, 518, 130 
4'?2, 896, 834 

$:10, 777, 909 
21, 524, 187 
12, 625, 704 

9, 469, 070 
27, 746, 915 
23, 143, 074 

Domestic exports. 

Merchandise. Coin and bullion. 

$505, 033, 439 
569, 433, 421 
499, 284, 100 
525, 582, 247 
589, 670, 224 
680, 683, 798 

78, 905, 546 
59, 699, 986 
83, 857, 129 
50, 038, 691 
43, 134, 738 
27, 054, 985 

Total. 

$635, 467, 636 
572, 080, 910 
531, 412, 529 
455, 407, 836 
466, 265, 045 
446, 039, 908 

Total. 

$578, 938, 985 
629, 133, 107 
583, 141, 229 
575, 620, 938 
632, 804, 962 
707, 738, 783 

These figures show but little average increase of exports until 1878, 
when the highest figure was reached, and then iu excess of the exports 
of 1874 only 'I.bout 76,000,000, while the falling off of import-a is shown 
to be continuous and enormous, thus proving conclusively that the 
balance of trade now n.nd for several years in our favor and the inflow 
of gold from that cause comes, not except in · a small degree from in­
creasing export.s, but from a. constantly diminishing volume of imports. 
Hard times and bed-rock prices for labor and material cheapened 
everything here to a point which excluded foreign importations as 
nearly as it can possibly be done, while crop failures ~nd famine 
prices in Europe carried there our enormous surplus of agricultural 
products and brought back gold. 

Sir, we cannot base a permanent financial policy upon results from 
such conditions as these, fleeting and transitory as they are, and even 
now in process of being reversed. Under the influence of "this ab­
norma.11y increased supply of the precious metals hard times are giv­
ing place to renewed prosperity, the wages of labor and the price of 
all the products of industry are advancing rapidly, and the time 
seems not far distant when we will have recovered from the recent 
i:>rolonged depression. With the advent of that period will come a 
reversal of the conditions which have given us the heavy trade bal­
ance and drained Europea.n gold into our coffers. The inflow of gold 
is raising high the tide of prosperity here, while a corresponding de­
pression has been caused by the outflow there. Prices are raised here, 
but lowered there. High prices here will bring low-priced European 
products into our markets, and exclude our commodities from Euro­
pean markets, except such agriculturlll products aa they are com­
pelled to buy. Extravagance, which ever accompanies prosperity, 
will take the place of that economy which adversity forced upon us, 
and was the chief factor in the ch::mge which has occurred. 

The result probably will be a re-establishment of the trade balance 
against us and a reactionary outflow of gold, to be increased by the 
amount of interest on the public debt, because our bonds will not 
remain here, where money is worth 6 and 8 and IO per cent. interest, 
but will go abroad where 4 per cent. is regarded a.a a good investment. 

I read from the London Times of December I on this subject in 
support of this view : 

The money that has flowed in such profusion from Europe to the United States 
cannot always remain there. Its preseice will soon be felt in a rise of prices 
throughout the Union, and as soon as a rise has be.en established a demand for 
European goods will follow, and the current of money from the east to the west 
ern shores of the Atlantic will be arrested, if not reversed. A process !of this 
kind cannot be completed within a week or a month, but its development may be 
anticipated as confidently as the movement of the tides. 

.Also from the New York Herald of December 2: 
.A.s soon as prices rise high enough a flood of forei~ goods will come pouring 

into the country. The drain of money from Europe will lower prices there, jnfla.. 
tion will enhance them here, and European commodities can be sold at a high ~rofit 
in our market. Then the resumption experiment will begin to be tested ; then the 
tide of money will begin to flow back into Europe, and greenbacks will ue offered 
at the Treasury to procure #!Old for exportation. If, after the stream is turned, 
there should be a prospect of short crops in America and an abundant harvest in 
Europe, it will require all .Mr. Sherman's skill to weather the cha.nge. The Gov- • 
ernment is tmsting alt.ogether too much to luck and accident. 

Truer words were never written than these. The supreme test of 
our financial policy has yet to come. Europe, taught as we were in 
the school of adversity, is preparing now to renew the struggle for 
the gold, the loss of which destroyed her prosperity, and the gain of 
which built up our own. The struggle will be a desperate one, such 

./ 
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as famine and want and misery drive men to make. It can be kept 
here by perpetuating the conditions through which it was acquired, 
by making money scarcer, cheapening agricultural products, cheap­
ening labor, raw material, and consequently manufactured products, 
so as to compete with European pauper labor, as we were driven to 
do in the terrible years succeeding 1873. To do this the value oi 
money must be increased, its purchasing power must be inflated. To 
demonetize the legal-tender currency, and stop the coinage of silver, 
or either of these measures, will produce this result. The policy of 
those who advocate these meaeures involves a sa-crifice at the hands 
of the great mass of tbe people ~or the benefit of a favored few alike 
unreasona.ule and unnecessary. · 

The producers who create t he wealth of this country cannot, will 
not, and ought uot to sanct.ion a policy such as this, which would en­
slave them for all future time to the rapacity of money-changers and 
reduce them to the level of starving European labor. Handicapped 
as they were hy legislation which increased the burden of all debt, 
public and private. when gold had fled the country and silver was 
destroyed as money, with only le&n.l-tender greenbacks they rescued 
thA country from impending ban.1rruptcy and have placed it upon a 
foundation of solid prosperity, and they can and will mainM.in it there 
against all competition, if we will only let the legal-tender currency 
remain n.s it is and give tlrnm what they have so often and vainly de­
manded, free coinage of silver. If, instead of disarming them in front 
of the enemy, when about to receive his charge, as the demonetizing 
process proposes to do, we place in their hands every weapon of defense 
within our reach, we ca!l rely confidently on them to meet the onset 
successfully. 

There is no inflation of values. As evidence of it the Director of 
the Mint, in a carefully prepared table, shows that gold has been con­
stantly increasing in value since 1873. The existing partial remon­
etization of silver has not checked this advance. This table shows 
that a piece of gold possessing a purchasing power of ninety-one cents 
in 1874, in 1879 had a purchasing power of $1.16. Advancing value 
for gold means receding value for commodities and labor. There is 
no inflation of anything, then, except gold. One dollar of gold will 
buy one-third more of labor or commodities than it would in 1874. 
This ought to satisfy even the New York bankers ; still they are 
not satisfied and want further inflation of gold. I a.m opposed to 
inflation of either gold or commodities, but, if one or the other must 
need be inflated, I prefer it to be the latter. But if it were true 
that we have too much money in circulation and all values we.re 
inflated, why not curtail the national-bank issues, which cost the 
people money to sustain, and let alone th~ United States notes, which 
cost nothing while in circulation, but nearly two-thirds of which 
will have to be funded into interest-bearing bonds if retired, for 
there is only coin enough in the Treasury to redeem a little more than 
one-third of them f The banks are steadily expanding their note 
circulation, as the Comptroller in his report informs us, having in­
creased it $14,742,503 during the year 1879. The ~eenbacks are cer­
tainly the most economical circulation, for surely it is cheaper to use 
them as money than it is to put them into bonds and pa.y interest on 
them. If, as alleged, the volume of currency should act automatic­
ally and expand or contract as business demands, we will always 
need more than $346,000,000 of paper, that being the amount of Gov­
ernment notes. Let that alone, and let the bank circulation respond 
to the vibrations of trade. 

Again, the legal-tender notes hold the volume of circulation steady. 
It is a breakwater between it and the fluctaations of coin, as it ebbs 
and flows out and into the country. The coin may leave the country 
now and the volume of circulation need not be diminished because 
greenbacks are to the banks as good as coin. The national Treasury 
has to look out for gold to keep the greenbacks at par, but the ba.nks 
need have no care for it, and would in a great degree be undisturbed 
by its movements. But when greenbacks are demonetized, the bank 
circulation will be sensitive to every movement of coin, and must 
conform to its fluctuations. In other words, the demonetization of 
greenbacks will subject the financial affairs of this country to all the 
shocks and convulsions produced by the erratic movements of coin 
in the commercial world, which in a great measure they now protect 
us from. If we should actually lose our coin, as we have done be­
fore, and as Europe has i·ecently done, a crash and general bank­
ruptcy, from which the legal-tenders would in ::i. great measure save 
the country, would surely ensue if they are demonetized. As a 
banking basis, these notes now fill exactly the place of gold. They 
will remain at home under circumstances which would carry the gold 
away. They will protect the banks and people against European 
panics, will be "lawful money" when gold bas fled, and sustain the 
country in adversity, as they have done since 1873, and harm nobody; 
on the contrary, bless everybody who can get them in prosperity; a 
tried, true, trusty friend in adversity as in prosperity, that will stay 
with us if every bank in Europe should break or should become 
gorged with gold. Why should we abandon this currency T Es­
i?ecially why abandon it at this time, when our exports are diminish­
mg and our imports rapidly increasing, with a prospect in the not 
far distant future of having the balance of trade re-established 
agaiDBt us, and a consequent scarcity of coin T This currency, sir, is 
one of the very few good things that the war brought the working 
people of this country, and I am in favor of holding on to it, and 
keeping the volume up to full 346,000,000 by reissuing from time to 

time enough new notes to supply the place of all that may have been 
lost or destroyed. In addition to all this, these notes are a check 
upon the power of the banks over the people, which the people's rep­
resentatives should never surrender. 

Whence comes the demand for the destruction of tbe legal-tender 
currency Y Not from those who raised the agricultural products whicla. 
constitute 77.85 per cent. of the vast volume of exports which has 
brought a golden current into the country; not from the people who 
redeemed the misfortunes of the country with labor, and, invoking th~ 
statesmanship of the plow, won back theprosperitywhichadifferent 
character of statesmanship had lost; not from the people who cast 
four-fifths of the votes in the election of officers to a.dminister the 
Government; no, sir; all these protest against it; but from bankers, 
merchants, factors, railroad presidents, transportation agents, insur­
ance men, money and stock traders and brokers, &c., who grow rich 
from hanuling the wealth which others have produced-all good men 
and doing a perfectly legitimate business which must be done by some­
body, but knowing full well how to take care of their own interests. 
When a few days ago the honorable and justly hon~red Senator from 
New York, whose seat is near me, rose in bis place and presented u. 
mammoth petition signed by fifteen hundred gentlemen of the city 
of New York, including presidents of national banks, merchant princes 
and railroad kings, large holders of gold interest-bearing bonds, 
money and stock brokers and traders, and a few pursuing other pro­
fessions and avocations, praying that the legal-tender quality be 
stricken from the greenback notes, I was forcibly reminded of the 
warning given the American people in his celebrated farewell address, 
when retiring from the Presidency at the close of a long term of dis­
tinguished public service, by Andrew Jackson, the great apostle of the 
people's democracy. I will read from it : 
It is one of the serious evils of our present system of banking that it enables 

one class of society, and by no means a. numerous one, by it.a control over the cur­
rency, to act injuriously upon the interest.s of all the others and to exercise more 
than its jnst proportion of influence in political affairs. The &$ficnltnml, the me­
chanical, and the laboring classes have little or no share in tne direction of the 
great moneyed corporations; and from their habits and the nature of their pur­
suit.a, they are incapable of forming extensive combinations to act together with 
united force. Snch concert of action may sometimes be produced in a. single city, or 
in a small district of country, by means of personal communication with each other; 
bnt they have no re~ar or active correspondence with those who are engaged in 
similar pursuits in dii!tant places; they have but little patronage to give to the press, 
and exercise bnt a. small share of influence over it; they have no crowd of depend­
ents about them, who hope to grow rich without labor, by their countenance and 
favor, and whoa.retherefora alwaysreadytoexecutetheirwishes. The planter, the . 
farmer, the mechanic, and the la.borer, a'i.l know that their success depends upon 
their own industry imd economy and that they must not expect to become sud­
denly rich by the fruits of their toil. Yet these classes of society form the great 
body of tha people of the United States. They are the bone and sinew of the coun­
try, men who love liberty, and desire nothing but equal rights and equal laws, and 
who, moreover, hold the great mass of onr national wealth, although it is dis· 
tribnted in moderate amounts ru:nong the millions of freemen who possess it. Bnt 
with overwhelming numbers and wealth on their side, they are in constant danger 
of losing their fair influence in the Government, and with difficulty maintain their 
jnst right.s against the incessant efforts daily made to encroach upon them. 

The mischief springs from the power which the moneyed interest derives from 
a paper currenc.v which they are able to control, from the multitude of corpora­
tions with exclusive privileges, which they have succeeded in obtaining in the dif­
ferent States, and which llre employed altogether for their benefi.t; and unless 
yon become more watchful in your States, and check this spirit of monopoly and 
thirst for exclusive privileges, yon will in the end find that the most important 
powers of go\ernment have been gh-en or bartered away, and the control over 
yonr dearest interests has passed into the bands of these corporations. 

The paper-money system, and it.a natural associates, monopoly and exclusive 
privile~es, have already struck their root,s deep in the soil, and it will require all 
your efforts to check its further growth and eradicate the evil The men who profit 
by the abuses and desire to perpetuate them will continue to besiege the hnJ.ls of 
legislation in the General Government as well as in the States, and will seek by 
every artifice to mislead and deceive the public servants. 

I read again from his message vetoing the bank bill, to show that 
among a.11 the changes which have occurred since Jackson's time, 
human nature has remained the same : 

It is tll be re~tted that the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of Gov­
ernment to theIT selfish purposes. Distinctions in society will always exist under 
every just government. Equality of talents, of education, or of wealth cannot be 
prod.need bybum'ln institutions. In the fall en,joymentof the gift.a of heaven, and 
the fruit.a of superior industry, economy, and virtue, every man is equally entitled 
to protection by In.w. But when the laws undertake to add to these natural 'md 
just ad.vantages a,rtificial distinctions, to grant titles, gratnities, and exclusive pri v­
ileges, to mali:e the rich richer, and the potent more powerful, tho humble mtlmbers 
of society, the farmers, mechanics, and hborera, who have neither the time nor the 
means of securing like favors to themselves, have a right to compla.in_of the injus­
tice of their Govt1rnment . .. . 

4 
Experience should teach us wisdom. Most of the difficulties onr Government 

now encounters, and most of the dangers which impend over our Union, have sprung 
from an abandonment of the legitimate object.a of government by onr national 
legislation, and the adoption of such principles as are embodied in tbis net. Many 
of onr rich men have not been content with equal protection and equal benefits, but 
have besou~ht us to make them richer by act of Con~ess. By attemptin~ to 
gratify theIT desires we have, in the results of onr legislation, arrayed section 
against section, interest against interest, and man against m:i.n, in a fearful com­
motion, which threatens to shake the foundations of our Union. 

Suppose the prayer of the petitioners from New York is granted 
and the legal-tender currency is retired, do we get gold and silver in 
its place if By no means. We will see its place filled, of course, with 
national-bank notes. Yet in the war made on legal-tender notes the 
people are sought to be deluded with the cry of "hard money," when 
in truth it is sought to destroy silver (which is half of the hard money) 
and greenbacks m1ly to replace both with national-bn.nk notes-na­
tional-bank notes in place of silver, national-bank notes in place of 
legal-tender greenbacks, and nation'l.1-bank notes in place of gold, if 
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that, under changed conditions, shall flee the country as it did after 
18i3. The country must have money o.f some sort, and if the resolu­
tion of the honorable Senator from Delaware is adopted, and the 
recommendation of the President and Secretary of the Treasury to 
stop the coinage of silver shall be adopted, we will have left a little 
gold locked up in bank vaults and a great flood of national-bank 
notes in circulation among the people. This is the "hard-money" 
feast to which the people are invited. State banks of issue have 
been taxed out of existence, and not one is left, in order to create a 
monopoly for national banks ; and now the people's currency, issued 
and backed by the people's Government, redeemable on demand in 
coin, at par with coin, the safest and soundest currency in the world, 
the creation of necessity, molded by the circumstances of nearly 
twenty years of change and revolution to fit the times successively 
from flagrant war to profound peace under burdens inherited from 
war, perfected by the wisdom of experience, tried by the country 
and found good in every crisis, is sought to be destroyed to make way 
for more national-bank notes, and all in the name of "hard money," 
"honest money." Money cannot be "hard" or "honest" money ac­
cording to this theory, which does not rob the laborer and producer 
and enrich the banker. A few democrats are found who call this a 
return to the principles of good old Jacksonian democracy. If Andrew 
Jackson, Martin Van Buren, and their compeers who believed that 
the United States Bank with a capital of $40,000,000, surrounded by 
competing State banks, was too powerful; that it corrnpted the press 
and sought to rule the Government; that it was about to acquire 
a controlling influence in politics to be used for its own gain and 
the people's oppression; that by its power to expand or contract the 
currency at pleasure it could worry and distress the people and bend 
them to subserviency and through that means control elections, and 
was therefore dangerous to the liberties of the country as well as 
its material interests, and for that reason, in the name of the demo­
cratic people of the United States, of whom they were distinguished· 
leaders, overthrew it-if they could be reanimated and could hear 
the principles of the democracy invoked in behalf of a measure which 
will destroy the only check in the hands of the people upon the power 
of a system of bank corporations animated by a common purpose and 
common interests, possessed of aggregate capital, including surplus, 
amounting to $570,000,000 and with power of indefinite expansion, 
besides large amounts of public money always on deposit with them, 
a huge, overshadowing monopoly to which every objection they urg('\d 
to the Bank of the United States will apply with twenty-fold force, 
beside which the bank they devoted the best years of their lives to 
crushing out waa utterly insignificant, they would come to the con­
clusion that the principles of the democratic party bad undergone a 
tremendous revolution since they led the party. Andrew Jackson was 
the ardent advocate not of gold alone but of gold and silver money, as 
the people of my State are and as I am and have ever been; but every 
word or line to be found in his state papers on the subject is coupled 
with expressions of undying hostility to a national bank as the great­
est enemy to free government that had ever taken root in American 
institutions; and his messages and farewell address teem with the 
most impressive warnings to the people against the danger from such 
powerful corporations. 

The reserves of the national banks in the city of New York alone, 
whence the mammoth petition referred to came, are one-third larger 
in amount than the entire capital of the Bank of the United States, 
which Jackson slew because, he said, its existence was incompatible 
with popular liberty and repres~ntative government. 

Sir, this country is corporation-ridden already, without aggrandiz-
ing them further. _ 

I read again from Jackson's farewell address. This address was 
issued upon the retirement of tha.t great man from a long life of dis­
tinguished and honored public service. It was issued when he was 
going back to the Hermitage. It was his last word of warning and 
of advice, his last precept to the American people. I ask attention 
to it: 

But when the charter for the BaJlk of the United Stat.es was obtained from Con­
gress it perfected the schemes of the paper system, and gave to its advocates the 
position they have struggled to obtain from the commencement of the Federal 
Go;ernment down to the present hour. The immense capital and peculiar privi· 
leges b estowed upon it enables it to exercise despotic sway over the other banks in 
every par t of the country. From its superior strength it could seriously injure, if 
not destroy , the business of any one of them which might incur its resentment; and 
it cpenly claimed for itself the power of regulatina the currency throughout the 
U nited States, in other words it asserted (and undOubtedly possessed) the power 
to make money plenty or scarce, at its pleasure, at any time ancl in any quarter of 
the Union, by controlling the issues of other banks, and permitting an expansion, 
or compelling a general contraction, of the circulating medium, according to its 
own will. Tho other banking institutions were sensible of its stren~h, and they 
soon gener'l.lly became its obedient instruments, ready at all times to execute its 
m::mtlates; and with the banks, necessarily, went also that numerous class of per­
sons in our commercial cities who depend altogether on bank credits for their sol­
vency and means of business, and who are therefore obliged, for their own safety, 
to propitiate the favor of the money power by distinguished zeal and devotion 
in its service. The result ot the ill-advised legislation wliich established this great 
monoJ>oly W'ls to concentrate the whole moneyed power of the Union with its 
boundless means of corruption and its numerous dependents, under tho' direction 
antl command of one acknowledged head, thus organizing this particular interest 
as one body, and securing to it unity and concert of action throughout the United 
States, and enabling it to brin"' forward upon any occasion its entire and undi­
vided strength to support or defeat any mEYlSnre of the Government. In the hands 
of this formidable power, thus perfectly organized, was also placed unlimited 
dominion over the amount of the circulating medium, giving it the power to regu· 
late the >alue of property and the fruits of hbor in every quarter of the Union, 

and to bestow prosperity or bring ruin upon any city or section of the country, as 
might best comport with its own interest or policy. 

We are not left to conjecture how the moneyed power, thus or~anized, and with 
such a weapon in it.'!" hands, would be likely to use it. The dIBtress and alarm 
which pervaded and agitated the whole country when the Bank of the United States 
waged war upon the people in order to compel them to snbmit to it.a demands, can­
not yet be forgotten. The ruthless and unsparing temper with whioh whole cities 
and communities were-Oppressed, individuals impoverished and ruined, and a scene 
of ch~rful prosperity suddenly changed into one of gloom and despondency, ought 
to be :mdelibly unpressed on the memory of the people of the United States. If 
such was its power in a time of peace, what would it not have been in a season of 
war, with an enemy at your doors! No n'l>tion but th freemen of the United 
States could have come out victorious from such a contest; yet, if you had not con­
quered, the Government would have passed from the hands of the many to the 
hands of the few; and this organized money power, from its secret conclave, would 
have dictated the choice of your hi~hest officers, and compelled you to m11.ke peaee 
or war, as best suited their own wishes. The forms of your Government might 
for a time have remained, but its living spirit would have departed from U. 

I read from Jackson's fifth annual message : 
It being thus established by unquestionable proof that the Bank of the United 

States was converted into a permanent electioneerinl{ engine, it appeared to me that 
the path of duty which the executive department of the Government ought to pur­
sue was not doubtful. As by the terms of the bank oharter no officer but the Sec­
retary of the Treasury could remove the deposits, it seemed to me that this author· 
ity ought to be at once exerted to deprivo that great corporation of the support and 
countenanoe of the Government in such a use of its funds and such an exertion of 
its power. 

In this point of the case the question is distinctly presented, whether the people 
of the United States are to govern through representatives chosen by their unbi­
ased suffrages, or whether the power and money of a great corporation are to be se­
cretly exerted to influence their judgment and control their decisions. It must now 
be determined whether the bank is to have its candidates for all offices in the 
country, from the highest to the lowest, or whether camlidates on both sides of po­
litical questions shall be brought forward ns heretofore, and supported by the usual 
means. At this time the efforts of tho bank to control public opinion through the 
distresses of some and fears of others are equally a~parent, and, if possible, more ob· 
jeotionable. By a curtailment of its accommoaations, more rapid than any emer­
gency requires, and even while it retains specie to an almost unprecedented amount 
:m its vaults, it is attempting to produce great embarrassment mone portion of the 
community, while throul!h presses known to have been sustained by its money it 
attempts by unfounded alarms to create a panic in all. 

These are the meruis by which it seems to expect that it can force a restoration of 
the deposits, and, as a necessary consequence, extort from Congress a. renewal of 
its charter. I am happy to know tha~~ through the l!OOd sense of our people, the 
effort to get up a pamc has hitherto failed, and that through the increased accom­
modations which the State banks have been enabled to afford, no public distress bes 
followed the exertions of the bank; and it cannot be doubted that the exercise of 
its power and the expenditure of its money, as well as its efforts to spread ground­
less alarm, will be met and rebuked as they deserve. In my own sphere of duty, 
I should feel myself called on by the fact.a disclosed to order a scire facias aii;ainst 
the bank, with a view to put an end to the chartered rights it has so palpably vio­
lated, were it not th:::.t the charter itself will expire aa soon as 11' decision would prob­
ably be obtained from the court of last resort. 

And again, from his celebrated protest spread on the records of the 
Senate, against a vote of censure for removal of the deposits: 

The :Bank of the United States, a great moneyed monopoly, had attempted to 
obtain a renewal of its charter by controlling the elections of the people and the 
action of the Government. The use of its corporate funds and power in thAt at­
tempt was fully disclosed; and it wa.s made known to the President thn.t the cor­
poration was putting in train the same course of measures with the view of mak· 
ing another vigorous effort, through an interference in the election of the people, 
to control public opinion and to force the Government to yield to its demands. 
This, with its corruption of the press, its viola.tion of its charter, its exclusion of 
the Government directors from its proceedings, its neglect of duty, and arrogant 
pret.ensions, made it. in the opinion of the President, incompatible with the public 
mterest and the safety of our institutions that it should be longer employed as 
th& fiscal agent of the Treasury. 

The Senate censured but the people susbl,ined him, and have can­
nonized his memory. 

Such are the views which the greatest leader of the democratic 
parfiy since the days of Jefferson labored for a. life-time to impress 
upon the people of the United States, and such the principles which 
guided his administration of this Government. The changes which 
ha.ve occurred since, seem only to illustrate the profound sagacity 
and patriotism of the illustrious statesman who bequeathed them as 
a legacy to his countrymen. The great railway corporations whose 
roads span and gridiron the continent, and ru:e the carriers of our 
vast internal commerce, being rapidly consolidated and concentrated 
in a few hands when "profits are pooled" to the utter destruction of 
competition, with unlimited power to tax the marketable products of 
the country, which have to this time defied every effort to bring them 
under control of the people's Government, hud then no e::dstence, nor 
had the thousand other methods of using corpora.ta power which have 
been since developed. Then no power existed in less than a half 
dozen railroad presidents to meet in secret conclave as they do now, 
with blinds closed and curtains drawn, and by raising their tariff of 
charges impose a. tax amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars on 
the products of labor, to which the people are compelled to submit, 
which imposed by a law of Congress would almost drive them to a 
rebellion. Vast combinations of capital, corporate and otherwise, 
which now, under a most oppressive tariff, exact bounties from the 
people averaging $40 for every $100 they expend for any purpose, not 
excepting even the very iron over which their products are rolled to 
market, then were hardly dreamed of. 

The prophetic vision of Jackson pierced the future as that of no 
other did, and we feel it and know it, because the greatest question 
now pressing for solution upon the American people is, not how to 
subject corporate and money power to the people's will, but how to 
prevent these powers from dominating the Government of the people. 
The national-bank system, the most powerful aggregation of corpo­
rate powers in the world, based on Government bonds, the properly 
of private individun.ls, controlled by officers and directors in whose 
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election the Government has no voice, is nevertheless a part of the 
machinery of the Treasury Department, which must run in harmony 
with the balance, or the whole must stop. It is the depositary and fis­
cal agency of the Government; it is the connecting link which trans­
mits the power of concentrated capital to the point where it controls 
the greatest Department of the Government. It is the Briarens whose 
hundred hands grasp the machinery of the Treasury Department, and 
rules it in his own interest. There is no important 1inancial operation 
that can be executed by the Government without the consent and 
co-operation of the national banks; their negative will defeat any 
move proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury. He da.re not antag­
onize them. They have put silver under the ban in their clearance- . 
houses, and boldly defied the national authority, which by law has 
declared it a legal tender, and the Secretary of the Treasury had to 
succumb. They are bold, aggressive, and defiant, and claim the right 
to rule the people through a control of the values of their property 
and the burden of their debts, and to dictate in their own interest a 
policy which will enrich them at the expense of the producers of the 
country. Active political agents, their immense power is exerted in 
every election in favor of those who will advance their interests, and 
against those who oppose them. Hon. Moses W. Field, of Michigan, 
is reported a-s saying in a speech a few years ago : 

Tho Forty-third Congress, to which I belon~ed, was composed of three hundred 
and seventy-nine members. In this number tnere were six lumbermen, thirteen 
manufacturers, seven doctors, fourteen merchants, thirteen farmers, three millers, 
one land surveyor, one priest, one professor of Latin, one doctor of laws, one bar-
~~chn!cl~d~d~;ock~:fa~~~l:i7tl':~ ba,'!k_~.e hundred and eighty-nine bankers, 

This statement, which I presume is correct, will give some idea of the 
immense political influence wielded by these corporations, permeating 
the whole country as they do with their crowds of officials and depend­
ents, and their power over the press, and we can understand from it 
the reason for t he earnest vigor with which Andrew Jackson de­
nounced the b:mk of the United States for using its money and power 
to influence the people and control elections. It is the power of the 
b:linkswhich up to this time bas defeated the thrice-repeated demand 
of the people forfree coinage and full restoration of silver, and, while 
nominally legal-tender money, has reduced it to insignificance in the 
business and commerce of the country. The reason is plain: the less 
silver we have the greater the room for bank-notes . . They denounce 
silver as dishonest money, because silver bullion is discounted slightly 
by the side of gold; but that power demonetized silver in 1873 when 
silver outvalued gold three cents on the dollar. They will not have 
it on any terms if to be avoided. 

But one single thing remains to be done to make these corporations 
supreme over all the labor and all the values of all the people in this 
great country, and that is to demonetize the $346,000,000 of legal-ten­
der notes. The money circulati.on placed thereby·exclusively in their 
control, its volume to be expanded or contractea at their pleasure, 
the la-st remaining check upon their power will be gone, and they will 
be the -rompleteat and most powerful monopoly that ever existed 
under any government. Once intrenched in power it can never be 
dislodged. It would perpetuate the public debt on which it iB based. 
Itself a centralized power, it would for its own protection consolidate 
all political power in a strong central government and be aided in 
the work for the same purpose by the other great corporations. If the 
strong man with mailed hand shall ever come to erect an imperial 
throne over the ruins of popular liberty in America, which God for­
bid, the way will have been prepared and he will come at the bidding 
of organized, concentrated capital. I will never add by vote or act 
of mine to t.his already overgrown and overshadowing power. If a 
stand is ever to be made against it, at least it is not too early to make 
it. The real issue is between the money power and the people. This 
issue, sir, extends far beyond any mere question of money; it involves 
the continuance of free representative government and popular lib­
erty. We cannot doubt this if we heed the solemn admonitions of one 
of the wisest and most far-seeing patriots who ever impressed him­
self upon the history of t.his or any other country. Whatever may be 
the opinion of the fluty of the Government in respect to furnishing a 
sound currency for the people, there can be no doubt of a paramount 
duty to protect the country against the danger of domination by cor­
porations of its own creation. Wherever such danger exists the high 
duty arises to remove it, and if no other means can be devised it would 
be far better that the Government issue itself the volume of paper 
needed by "the country and abolish the national banks. 

It is infinitely better to have paper issued directly by the Govern­
ment than build up in our midst a banking power which, in the ex· 
perience of some of the wisest men, is a standing and growing men­
ace to the liberties of the people. That the Government can consti­
tutionally iRsue a currency less expensive and more safe than any 
other I have no doubt. The question before the Senate and the coun­
t.ry now is as to the expediency of doubling the circulation, and con­
sequently doubling the power of the national banks, already too pow­
erful to be controlled, by demonetizing legal-tender notes, for this 
would be the effect of the adoption of the resolution of the honorable 
Senator from Delaware. All who favor hard money must oppose this 
measure, because it will install in undisputed power a force hostile 
to silver, one-half of the hard money of the world, and will visit the 
little we have of it with swift destruction. All who believe in the 
democracy of Andrew Ja-0kson, who crushed out the old national 
bank, and of his successor in the presidential office and in the leader-

ship of the democratic party, Martin Van Buren, whose battle-cry in 
the contest resulting in his election was " Eternal hostility to a na­
tional bank," should oppose this measure. All who believe that "mo­
nopolies and perpetuities are contrary to the genius of a free govern­
ment" and that no power should be tolerated which experience proves 
will corrupt the press and destroy the freedom of elections should 
oppose it. All who believe in the old democratic maxim of "equal 
rights for all and special privileges for none" and are opposed to ex­
ercising the powers of Government to enrich and make powerful a 
few at the expense of the many and are opposed to clas legislation 
should oppose it. AU who desire the supremacy of the great bodv 
of the people in the affairs of this Government and the unshackled 
influence of that great bulwark of free government, a free press, 
unawed and uncorrupted by the power of money, of organized corpo­
rate capital, should oppose it. All who believe in the wisdom of Jack­
son's solemn warning against the power of banks, the evils of bank 
paper, the danger lurking in great corporations to free government 
and the people's liberties, verified as they have been by the expe­
rience of more than half a century, should oppose it. These, sir, 
are my profound convictions, and while I freely concede the highest 
purity of purpose, of patriotism, and of conviction to every gentleman 
on this :floor who holds opposing views, I must maintain them. I 
believe this a question which should be discussed, and the country 
aroused to an appreciation of its importance, for none greater, involv­
ing as it doe~ the essential principles of free government, can chal­
lenge the popular intelligence. No consideration of party expediency 
should be permitted to hide it from the people, whose liberties and 

·whose substance as well are involved in its proper and speedy solution. 
The people of the State I have the honor in part to represent on 

this floor, sir, so far as I have been able with good opportunities to 
learn their views, are opposed to all extremes in finance. They are 
opposed to the absolute or fiat money theory, and believe it a delu­
sion and a snare, not much more vicious and destructive, however, than 
the other extreme, which would destroy silver and erect the single 
gold standard. They believe in the middle ground between these 
two extremes, a constitutional gold and silver currency, with as full 
money power and as free coinage for silver as for gold, and oppose 
any paper money except that which is at par with coin and redeem­
able at the will of the holder in coin. They do not believe that the 
Government has now the constitutional power to issue paper money 
which shall be a legal tender for private debt, but that the legal-ten­
der notes now in circulation are, for the reasons I have given, valid 
and constitutional, and are unalterably opposed to their demonetiza­
tion. They favor an honest, bona fide payment of the public debt in 
accordance with the terms of the Government contract with the hold­
ers liberally and justly interpreted. They are profoundly attached 
to our free Government, and jealous of any power which may endan­
ger its stability or change its character, n.nd are therefore opposed, as 
well as for economic rea-sons, to the existing system of national banks 
and to any increase of their already dangerous power. They view 
with alarm the growing power of corporations and centralized capi­
tal, and fear, if not checked, that the substance if not the form of our 
Government will be overthrown. It iB needless to say that I concur 
most heartily in all these views. 

INTEREST ON ARREARAGE$ OF TAXES. 

Mr. WHYTE. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera­
tion of executive business. 

Mr. HARRIS. Senate joint resolution No. 64 was unanimously 
reported from the Comll}ittee on th~ District of Columbia lust Mon­
day. I desire to put it upon its passage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. INGALLS in the chair.) Does 
the Senator from Maryland yield to the Senator from Tennessee t 

Mr. WHYTE. Yes, sir; if it will only take a moment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of 

the Senator from Tennessee that the Senate proceed to the consider­
ation of the joint resolution indicated by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in the Committee of 
the Whole, proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. R. No. 64) 
extending the provisions of the first section of an act entitled "An 
act fixing the rate of interest upon arrearages of general taxes and 
assessments for special improvements now due to the District of Co­
lumbia, and for a revision of assessments for special improvements, 
and for other purposes," approved June 27, 1879. It extends the pro­
visions of the first section of the act named so a-s to apply to all gen­
eral taxes in arrear on the 1st of July, 1879, and to all special assess­
ments due the District of Columbia and which may be paid on or be­
fore the 1st of July, 1880. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask that the first section of the act which the joint 
resolution proposes to extend be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be reported by the Secretary. 
The Chief Clerk read as follows: 
Be it enacted, cf:c., That the rate of interest to be collected of any person owing 

arrearages of general taxes, or assessments for special improvements now due to, 
and the liens for which aro held by, the District of Columbia shall be 6 per cent. 
per annum in lieu of the rate and penalties now fixed by law : Provided, This pro­
vision shall apply only to taxes :md assessments paid on or before the 1st day of 
pctober, 1879. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend­
ment, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, rea-d the third time, 
and passed. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WHYTE. I now renew my motion that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid­
eration of executive business. After one hour and :fifteen minutes 
spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and (at four o'clock 
and fifteen minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Whereas it is alleged in tho memorial recently presented to Con~ess, sirned by 
reputable citizens of the District, that the. ~as manufactured by the Washington 
Gas-Light Company is of a very inferior illuminating quality, and that said company 
otherwise conduct their business contrary to the letter and spirit of the act of 
Congress regulatin:r gas-works: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Re;presentatives of the UniWd Stat.es, That the Com­
mittee for the District of Columbm are hereby directed to inquire into the al!eged 
infractions of law by the said Washington Gas-Light Company, and also to inquire 
what further legislation, if any, is necessary to secure to the Government of the 
United States and to the people of the District of Columbia a better and cheaper 
gas supply, and for this purpose the said committee are authorized to employ an 
expert and send for persons and papers, and to report by bill or otherwise, the 
expenses of the inquiry not to exceed $200, to be paid from the contingent fund of 
the House. 

IMPROVEMENT OF OCONTO HARBOR. 

THURSDAY, January 22, 1880. Mr. POUND, by unanimous consent, presented a memorial of the 
common council and board of trade of the city of Oconto, in the State 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by Rev. SAMUEL of Wisconsin, for the improvement of the harbor adjacent to said 
DOMER, pastor of Saint Paul's English Lutheran church, Washing- city; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
ton, D. c. THE WEA VER BILL. 

The Journal of .yesterday was read a.nd approved. Mr. SINGLETON, of lliinois. I now ask, Mr. Speaker, by unani-
ADMISSION TO THE FLO();lt. mous consent, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McMAHON] bas with-

Mr. HA WK. Mr. Speaker, I ask by unanimous consent that Gen- drawn bis objection, to present the petition of 500 officers and soldiers 
eral John C. Smith, State treasurer of the State of Illinois, be admit- and sailors of the county of Greene, in the State of lliinois, praying 
ted to the privilege of the floor of the House to-day and to-morrow. for the passage of the Weaver bill, and to ask that it be printed in 

There was no objection, and it wa-s ordered accordingly. the RECORD and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
PRINTING OF A PETITION. The SPEAKER. There being no objection, the petition will be 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. 1\Ir. Speaker, I desire to ask the referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and printed in the 
RECORD without the names. 

unanimous consent of the Honse to have a preamble and resolution The petition is a-s follows: 
which I hold in my hand, signed by 500 citizens of the county of 
Greene, in the State of Illinois, on the subject of the action of Con­
gress on a measure now before it, printed in the RECORD. I should 
not make this request, but the resolutions are new and contain some­
thing of interest to every member of the House. I therefore ask that 
the petition be read and printed in the RECORD. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the petition. 
Mr. McMAHON. I rise to a.question of inquiry. Has consent been 

asked for the presentation of this petition Y 
Mr. KEIFER. I do not understand that the Speaker baa asked the 

House whether there is objection. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know how any member can 

object until he knows what it is in reference to which unanimous 
consent is asked. 

Mr. KEIFER. We only want to reserve the right to object. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of lliinois. Is it inordertoobjectafter the peti-

tion has been read 
The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. McMAHON. I object. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, the ordinary 

rule would recognize that silence gives consent. 
The SPEAKER. It bas been ruled often that a member reserves 

the right to object until the subject in reference to which unanimous 
consent has been asked bas been placed before the Honse so he may 
know whether he will object or not. 

:Mr. WEA VER. It ha-s been almost read and I hope there will be 
no objection to it. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made the petition is not before 
the Honse. 

Mr. McMAHON. This is too serious a body to have a petition like 
that read here burlesquing a large body of our fellow-citizens. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. There is nothing so serious on which, 
and there is no place in which, the people have not the right to be 
heard. 

Mr. McMAHON. It is a slur on the other large number of men 
who have sent in petitions here by the hundred and thousand in favor 
of the Weaver bill. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I do not know how the gentleman 
can know it is such a slur when he has not heard the petition read. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to submit for adoption at this time a report from the Com­
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. McMAHON. I desire to say-­
The SPEAKER. There is another su~ject now before the House. 
Mr. l\IcMAHON. I desire only to say, Mr. Speaker, that the gentle-

man from Illinois showed me yesterday a memorial which I supposed 
was the one now pending, and before it was read wanted to object so 
it might not go upon the RECORD. It was a memorial against the 
Weaver bill and ridiculing it 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made it would not go upon the 
RECORD. 

Mr. McMAHON. The gentleman now informs me-­
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. That it is a very different thing. 
Mr. McMAHON. And, therefore, I withdraw objection. 
The SPEAKER. Another subject is now before the House, and the 

Chair will recognize the gentleman from Illinois afterward. 
PRICE OF GAS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLmIBIA. 

Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, reported the following pre­
amble and resolution; which were read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas Congress has undertaken by legislation to regulate the quality and 
price of illnminat.ing gas manufactured and sold in the District of Columbia; and 

GREEXE COUNTY, STA.TE OF ILLINOIS, January 10, 1880. 
We, undersigned officers, soldiers, and sailors of the Union Army in the late war 

of the rebellion, in mass-meeting assembled at Carrollton, in the aforesaid county, 
do hereby petition Congress and subscribe our names to the following preambles 
and resolutions: 

Whereas all good men and true patriots, with whom the national supremacy, 
unity, and ;prosperity were at heart, and who upon the President's call voluntarily 
responded 10 defense of the nation, at the sacrifice of family ties and everything 
that man held dear; and 

Whereas the time has come when the Government of the United States should 
do justice to the officers, soldiers, and sailors who served and defended the national 
honor in the war oft.he rebellion, and who were paid in greenbacks at a greatly de­
preciated ya.Jae, while all other creditors of the Government W6l"e paid in gold or 
its equivalent; and 

Whereas we deem it an act of justice to pay the officers, soldiers, and sailors, as 
set forth in the bill introduced by Mr. WEAVER, of Iowa, and now pending before 
Congress at Washington: Therefore, 

B e it resolved, That we earnestly request our Senators and Representatives in Con· 
gress (without regard to political parties) to support this most just and righteous 
measure, in justice tothe men who periled their lives and home interests in defend· 
ing the Union, Constitution, and integrity of our Government in the n~tion's dark· 
est hour of trial and danger, pledging ourselves to support all honorable measures 
tending to an honest adjustment of tbis our just claim; and 

Be it further resolved, That we now organize all over the nation, and that a record 
of the action of the respective members of Congress be kept as t-0 their respective 
opposition or support given this measure, for future reference. 

Resolved, That the foregoing petition, preambles, and resolution be forwarded to 
JAMES W. SINGLETON, our worthy Representative in Congress, including all the 
names subscribed thereto, to be presented by him in support of our claims as em­
bodied in the Weaver bill. 

PERSO~AL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. SCALES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a personal explanation. I 

find in the Daily Herald the following editorial, which I ask the 
Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
WHAT IT WILL COST. 

The proposition of one of the North Carolina statesmen in Congress to send free to 
every voter in the country a daily copy of the CmmnESSIONAL RECORD is so excellent 
that we hope the trifling item of expense will not be interposed as an objection to 
the passage of the bill. In order to convince Congressmen how insignificant the 
expenditure really is, in view of the great advantages to be reaped by all our citi­
zens from a daily perusal of the document in question, we have been at the trou­
ble of making a few rough calculations on the subject. The cost of printing and 
circulating the REcoRD would be nearly as follows: 

Total. _____ .. -··-- - -- ----·· .. _ ·-- - - - ·--- -- - - - .. - - ·---·. --- - . --· - ·- 1, 995, 000 
In round numbers the a.mount would be about $2,000,000 a week, not including 

the cost of presses and other machinery, which wouldprobablyrun upto..,6,000,000. 
.A. printin~ office covering at least one-fourth of the District of Columbia would 
have to be built and in addition the post-offices all over the Union should of neces­
sity be enlarged. We sincerely hope Congress will not hesitate to give every voter 
a free RECORD, no matter what the expense may be. It would be ch.eap at any price. 

Mr. SCALES. Mr. Speaker, that was published in the Herald of 
last Friday ; and I say for myself, and I think I can say for every 
North CM"olina member, that no such bill or petition was presented 
by any Representative from that State. In the RECORD of the 13th 
instant it is stated that such a petition was presented by Mr. WILBER, 
of New York. North Carolina desires to take none of the laurels of 
New York, and I rise for the purpose of disclaiming, on the part of 
North Carolina, the responsibility for this and giving it to New York. 

BA..."IB: RESERVES. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour begins at twenty-five minutes 
past twelve o'clock; and the House now resumes the consideration of 
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the bill (H. R. No. 2715) requiring the reserves of national banks to 
be kept in gold and silver coins of the United States, reported from 
the Committee on Banking and Currency by the gentleman from Mis­
souri, [Mr. BUCK:l'\"'ER.] 

Mr. BUCKNER. I demand the previous question on the bill and 
amendment. 

The question being t aken, there were-ayes 74, noes 44. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. A quorum has not voted. 
The SPEAKER. A quorum not having voted the Chair will order 

tellers, and appoints the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. ToWNSHE~'D, 
and the gentleman from Missouri, Mr. BUCKNER. 

The Honse again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 100, noes 48. 
So the previous question was seconded. 
The main question was ordered. 
Mr. BUCKNER moved to reconsider the vote by which the main 

question was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BUCKNER. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 

Iewa, [Mr. GILLE'ITE.] 
Mr. GILLETTE. 1'he bill beiore the Honse I regard as a most se­

rious one. Like that famous "act to strengthen the public credit," 
passed March 18, 1869, the object of which was to rob the public of 
$600,000,000, and like almost all financial measures passed by Con­
gress for the last twenty years, the title of this bill is designed to 
hide its real object. There is more in it than is apparent at first sight. 
Let no man be deceived. This is a direct, adroit shot at the green­
back, at the legal-tender paper money of the country, and the amend­
ment proposed by the gentleman from Delaware [Mr. MARTIN] to 
demonetize it wholly is in perfect harmony with the bill. It is ger­
mane to it and more creditable to its author, for it is frank and manly, 
&nd can be understood by all. · 

Though the bill and amendment mean the same thing, the commit­
tee reporting the measure prefer to introduce the thin end of the 
wedge first, ma.king the greenback unfit to redeem more than one­
half the notes and other obligations of the national banks; then it 
will be excla ded wholly from bank reserves; and, rejected by bankers, 
it will be easy to demonetize and destroy it. Then the triumph of 
these chartered corporations will be complete ; the people will have 
surrendered their most sa.cred rights to usnrpersi and our Republic 
will be such only in name. 

As the law now stands, the banks may keep all their reserves in 
coin if they prefer; so this bill is not to increase their privileges. It 
simply accomplishes what they are all struggling for, the degradation 
of the greenback, creating a new market and an exclusive use for 
coin, and imposing new limitations upon greenbacks. 

We have tried this before. The greenback was created with de­
~ading limitations. The Government that issued it refused to accept 
it for duties-repudiated its own money at every custom-house for 
about seventeen years, when our present Secretary of the Treasury, 
without law or authority, commenced on January 1, 1879, to honor 
and receive it. From that moment, because of that act, greenbacks at 
once took their legitimate place as the best money in the land, preferred 
even by importers, and actually commanding a premium over gold in 
many parts of our country. The original ruinous exceptions to the 
legal-tender qualities of the greenba-0k have cost the country more 
than the whole war debt by its depreciation; and shall we, after such 
experience, try to reopen the gold-gambling rooms by imposing new 
limitations upon our money at this late da,y 'l Experience has been 
a dear teacher, and yet the Banking and Currency Committee of this 
House have already succeeded in forgetting it. 

Nearly $800,000,000 of United States bonds will become redeemable 
during this and next year. The leader of the republican side of the 
House [Mr. GARFIELD] has already introduced a bill to refund all 
these bonds into others that cannot be paid for a generation, (for 
thirty years,) no matter how great our resources. The leader of the 
democratic side of this House, [Mr. FERNANDO WooD,] wishing to go 
one better than his republican competitor, introduced a bill to refund 
these bonds into new ones which cannot be paid for fifty years. Neither 
party proposes to pay one dollar of these bonds out of the mountain 
of coin (over $200,000,000) in the Treasury, which the chairman of the 
Committee on Banking and Currency [Mr. BUCKNER] says "is now 
performing no service either to the Government or people." This 
sum can be indefinitely increased before pay-day; but, lest the peoplo 
should discover the fraud, the lack of a single excuse for these refund­
ing schemes, and demand the payment and destruction of these can­
cerous bonds, that their children may be freemen, some step is neces­
sary to reduce the coin in the Treasury, if possible~ before the bonds 
mature. Thi bill is that step, as its author [Mr. BUCKNER] admits 
in these words : 

"I introduced this bill at the erlra session, or one very similar to it, and my pnr· 
pose was to unload the Treasury of a portion of its immense hoards of goln and 
silver." 

In case it becomes a law the banks will exchange their greenbacks 
for coin at the Treasury, if not immediately, certainly as soon as their 
present stock of coin is withdrawn by an unfavorable balance of trade. 
Thus the greenbacks will be driven into the Treasury, and as effect­
ually retired as if burned; not put into circulation as the advocates 
of this measure claim, and the coin will be hidden in the vaults of 
banks when pay-da.y comes. The syndicate vultures will then pro-

ceed to quietly fasten the shackles of a perpetual debt upon the 
people, mortgaging to capitalists the labor of succeeding ~enerations, 
perpetuating and strengthening an untaxed aristocracy that already 
claims ~eater power than this Government, and boldiy attacks the 
very prmciples upon which it was founded. The title of this bill 
should be, A bill to create a market for coin, to depreciate the green­
back, and prevent the payment of the public debt. It is a shot from 
a masked battery at every interest of the people. How long do you 
imagine they will submit to such tactics by which bondholders and 
~ankers ~ould still further r?b an~ de~ra~e .them by continuing and 
mtrenchrng that sum of all financial villa1mes, a perpetual interest­
bearing debt with the national-bank monopoly resting thereon 7 

Henry Clay, describing the country in 1816, in a speech "on the 
bank question," said "he beheld dispersed over the immense domain 
?f tJ;ie U:nited States ~b?nt three hundred banking institutions. These 
mstitutions were ermttmg the actual currency of the United States 
a cnrr~ncr consis~in~ of paper, on which they neither paid interest' 
nor.pnnc1pal, while ~twas exchanged f?r p~pe~ of t_he community on 
which both were paid. He saw these mstitnt10ns rn fact exercising 
what had been consider~d at all times and in all countries one of the 
highest attributes of sovereignty, the regulation of the current me­
dium of the country." Had Henry Clay been describing the condi­
tion of our country to-day he need have changed only one figure. 
Instead of a paltry three hundred banking institutions he would have 
said he beheld dispersed over the immense domain of the United States 
over two thousand banking institutions emitting the actual cur­
rency of the United States, on which they neither paid interest nor 
pr~cipal, while it ~as .exchanged f?~ paper of the community on 
which both were paid; rn fact, exercismg what had been considered 
at all times and in all countries one of the highest attributes of sov­
ereignty. 

It is time for alarm when this bold measure is introduced to 
strengthen this usurping and powerful monopoly. It is time for 
alarm when these two thousand odd corporations, having already 
entire control over the volume of our currency, and hence over the 
price of labor and its products, are daily not only stren!rthening their 
grip t;ipon the people b~ ral>idly inflating their cur~ency, but are 
reachmg out through this bill to possess the whole field, impatient 
that the people have any sha.re in the circulation. Already they own 
the officers of our Government. The President, Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Superintendent of the Mint, the Comptroller of the 
Currency, whom they have actually made an honorary member of 
~heir bank association without a protest from him, are but their will­
mg tools. When they spen.k to the people, by message or report jt 
is the voice and words of the national banks we hear. Every day 
brings new evidence of the fact that this administration in all its 
branches is sold out to this arch enemy of republican institutions 
that is everywhere proclaiming tliat the people cannot be trusted 
with their own most important affairs, but must be turned over en­
tirely to the tender mercies of these self-appointed guardians, whose 
only interest is self-interes!;. 

A leading member of the republican side of this House, who is fa­
mous for his devotion to the national banks, said just after the Presi­
dent's late message, "There won't be a greenback left in this country 
in six years." This bill is a response to the President's message 
and in accord with the prophecy just quoted. Either the greenbac~ 
or the national-bank notes must go, and that at no distant day. The . 
greenback stands to-day the sheet-anchor of this Republic. It rep­
resents the honor, the majesty, the independence from foreign and 
domestic usurers of the people of the United States. It is our Fort 
Sumter! and the rebels of Wall street have surrounded it, and this 
bill is their first shot. It will arouse and alarm the country, and the 
enemies of the people will be overwhelmed by the Grand Army of 
.the Republic, under the battle-cry, "Greenbacks and victory I" 

The only difference in the councils of those who propose in six 
years to destroy every greenback is as to the most favorable time and 
manner. Some say now. Others say wait until we are re-elected. 
Some say make open war upon it. Others say attack it in the night 
under disguise, lest the people be alarmed. The councils of the lat­
ter have prevailed in this bill. 

How has this bill been managed on this floor 'f The members of the 
committee have taken four or five hours of our time, all in its favor, 
and allowed only a little over a half hour for its opponents to reply, 
showing a dogmatic purpose to crush out opposition to their measures. 

I see by the morning papers that an effort was made yesterday by 
prominent members of this Banking and Currency Committee­
which fortunately was unsuccessful-to postpone the consideration 
of all financial measures before the committee, including even t he 
President's message, referred to them by the House for their report, 
until next December, after the presidential campaign. This is a 
President-making Congress with a vengeance! The leading mem­
bers of the old parties trying to put an extinguisher on the people, 
trying to smother the bills that have been referred to them by their 
representatives on this floor, willing to violate every obligation and 
their own oaths by neglecting their duties as members of one of the 
most important committees in this House because they darA not 
take sides with the people, and dare not take sides against them in 
favor of the national banks until December next, after they are re­
elected. I see with shame that a colleague of mine, representing a. 
district of Iowa, favored t his measure. This same gentleman, [Mr. 
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Pru.CE,] who in the beginning of this session hastened to introduce a 
resolution condemning the President's proposal to destroy the green­
backs and condemning "any agitation of the financial question at 
this time/' was, strange to say, the first man on this :floor to make a 
speech on the subject, in which he agitated every controverted point 
in the currency question in a most flippant manner. 

He denied the acts of Congress, the decision of the Supreme Court, 
Webster's Dictionary, and every other authority, by affirming that 
the green back is not nor can be money, in these words : " There is no 
paper money, and under our Constitution never can be." His com­
mittee, too, was the first one in this session to introduce a bill to 
change our whole financial system, and he not only favored the bill, 
but, I understand, has heretofore himself introduced onA of similar 
import. To be sure, he eulogized the greenback to quiet the nerves 
of the people, while his committee, with his co-operation, try to give 
it a death-thrust. The friends of the banks loudly deprecate agita­
tion unless they are the agitators. "Let ns have no tinkering with the 
finances," they say i then proceed more zealously than ever to tinker 
the banks up and tne greenbacks down. ''Let us have peace on this 
money question," they insist; then introduce bills like the one under 
discussion to knock out the corner-stone of our monetary system. 
Away with such insults to the people I .Away with such mockery, 
such hypocrisy I Them is an irrepressible conflict between the banks 
and the people, as much so aa between freedom and slavery, for it is 
a conflict between freedom and slavery, and no temporizing, no com­
promising, no deception will be tolerated. The war is ine-vitable, 
and let it come! The issues are made up in this bill. The little 
party of the center, with the people behind them, ask for no delay, 
demand no quarter; for with truth and justice one man can chase a 
thousand, and two can put ten thousand to flight. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN omo. 
Mr. CONVERSE. I enter a motion to reconsider the vote by which 

the House on yesterday non-concurred in the amendments of the Sen­
ate to the bill (H. R. No. 582) to provide for circuit and district courts 
of the United States at Columbus, Ohio, and transferring certain 
counties from the northern to the southern district in said State, and 
asked for a committee of conference thereon. 

BANK RESERVES. 
Mr. BUCKNER. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Iowa, 

[Mr. WEA VER. J 
Mr. WEA VER. · Mr. Speaker, I desire for a few moments to notice 

the real purpose and effect of this bill. It requires very tersely every 
banking association to keep in gold or silver coins of the United States 
one-half of the reserve fund now required by law. What are silver 
coins of the United States f The 412}-grain dollar, subsidiary coins, 
and the trade-dollar are all silver coins of, the United States. The 
first is a full legal tender, the second only to the extent of $5, and 
the trade-dollar, although a coin 0£ the United States, is not a legal 
tender in any amount whatever. And yet, if this bill becomes a law, 
the national banks may keep their entire coin reserve in subsidiary 
coin or trade-dollars, or in both; so that by this bill these debased 
silver coins are exalted above the greenback which is a legal tender 
for all amounts. Again, to the extent that this bill requires the banks 
to keep gold and silver coin a-s a lawful money reserve it prohibits 
tb,e keeping of greenbacks for such purpose, and is a discrimination 
against the greenback and inimical to the interests of the people. 
No one is so blind as not to see this. 

·We h eard something from the gentleman from New York [Mr. CmT­
TENDEN] about our standard silver coins, which he styles" clipped" 
dollars. He sneered also at the green back, saying it was "a popular 
snare and an evil device." The dollar of 412i grains is a" clipped" 
dollar, in the estimation of the gentleman from New York, when 
you want to pay the bondholder, who had solemnly contracted to 
take it for his bond. But when the same bondholder and banker 
wishes to pay off his national-bank notes held by the common people, 
then a "clipped" dollar, a subsidiary dollar, or a trade-dollar is good 
enough for that purpose, and he accordingly supports this bill. [Ap-

plaS1?-se.hi] · · t · · 't d' · · ti · t h 1 d ir, t s 1s a mos rmqm ous IBCrlIIllila on agarns t e peop e an 
in favor of the bondholder. It is the same old obnoxious class legis­
lation over and over again. 

The gentleman from New York says that the greenback is cor­
rupting and destroying individual honesty and public virtue. Noth­
ing could possibly be farther from the truth than such a declaration. 
The green back is the only reliable dollar in America to-day. It stays 
at' home, and is always as good as gold. There is absolutely neither 
sincerity nor truth in that plea; none whatever. 

We owe, says the gentleman, three hundred and forty-six millions 
of le~al-tender war debt. I beg to remind him of the fact that on 
the 3uth of May, 1878, Congress passed a law that the three hundred 
and forty-six millions of greenbacks should be kept in circulation, 
and thus the greenback became the perpetual legal-tender money of 
this country. They may be a debt in their present form, but they 
have been made by law perpetual legal-tender money. The gentle­
man says Mr. Lincoln approved the act February 25, 1862, because 
there was no other resource; that "it was the frat of the Government 
to save the nation's life." Mr. Lincoln did approve it for the very 
reason stated. Gold, silver, and the Shy locks of the country failed 
the Government in the hour of its trial, and we were compelled to 

resort to le~al-tenderpaper. It waca the fiat of the Government to save 
the nation s life; and the same fiat is doubly necessary to-day to save 
the liberties of the people. But he says, the Go-vernment cannot create 
legal-tender paper. 

A lawyer once said to an Irishman who had been placed in the 
stocks for some minor offense, "They can't put you in the stocks for 
such an offense." "They can'tf" said the man, "but you see I am 
here already." [Laughter.] The Government has made legal-ten­
der money, and it has been sustained on the broadest constitutional 
principles by the Supreme Court. But the gentleman sustains his 
doctrine that you can make legal-tendermoney, by the story of the 
descendant of Roger Sherman; a boy who bought a dog, and lost him, 
and then piled up an enormous debt to recover him again. The boy 
desired to convert his indebtedness into legal-tender money. Let me 
tell you that if there was any Sherman blood jn that boy's veins he 
would never have wanted anything of the kind. He would have gone 
to his cousin, the head of the Treasury Department, where he would 
have received this advice: ') Deposit your dog with me, get him ex­
empted from tax, then draw 90 per cent. of his value and go into the 
banking business, and I will keep your dog free from expense to you, 
and willstamp a gold-bearing coupon, payable quarterly, on that dog's 
ears and on every inch of his tail." [Laughter.] 

But, says the gentleman, "Tell me what is right and I will show 
you the law for it." That is a very fine maxim. Let me tell the 
gentleman that it is right to preserve the libertiea of the people, and 
we will show you a law for it. The issue fairly before the people is 
this: Shall we have in this country legal-tender paper issued by the 
Government, or shall the people depend upon banking corporations 
for their circnlating medium! Shall the Government or the banking 
corporations control the volume of the currency! Let gentlemen 
meet that issue fairly and squarely. The issue is between the cor­
porations and the people. Shall we depend upon banking corpora­
tions for the volume of our currency, and in that way give the banks 
the control of all values in this Republic 

The House will recollect how furious the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. CmTTENDEN] appeared when he spoke of the soldier bill. 
You remember he stooped over and shook his little fist in my inno­
cent face ! His speech, fury, and clenched fist, reminded me of the 
old rhyme: 

Two magpies sat on the garden wall 
An hour or two together; 

At first they talked of nothing at all, 
And then they t.alked of the weather , 

When, drawing into a fist his little claw hand, 
Says this magpie, "Upon my word, 

This is more than .flesh and blood can st.and, 
Or magpie or any other bircl." 

[Laughter.] 
The gentleman goes into hysterics the very moment he mentions 

the soldiers' bill. He regards it as an assault upon the peculiar inter­
ests which he represents. But he is not the only gentleman who is 
seriously anno:yed by it. A very distinguished gentleman, a citizen 
of the State of Illinois, a distinguished ex-soldier and philologist, 
said on the 20th day of this month, in a speech made not very far 
from this Chamber, (see CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, January 21, page 
4,) that the bill introduced by General WEAVER into the House of 
Representatives to equalize the pay of soldiers was the worst piece 
of "demagogy"-" demagogy" is good-ever introduced into an 
American Congress. 

Mr. HAWLEY. And he was perfectly right. 
Mr. WEAVER. No doubt the gentleman who classes the green.­

backers as among the rag-tag and bobtail of the country would say 
that that was perfectly right. The country, however, is not prepared 
to take any such declaration as that from the citizen JOHN A. LOGAN, 
a man who voted for the back-salary grab, and then put $3,800 into his 
pocket as his part of the swag. Any such man as that, one would 
naturally suppose, would be opposed to doing justice to the soldier. 

I understand that the gentleman from the first congressional dis­
trict of Missouri has recently written a letter in which he says, that 
the author of the soldiers' bill is not in earnest, and that the bill will 
not pass. Sir, let m.e say that the author of that bill and the more 
than five hundred thousand men who stand behind him were never 
more in earnest than now. They were not more earnest when storm­
ing the heights of Fort Donelson or fighting the bloody battles of 
Shiloh, Gettysburgh, and the Wilderness. And this House must give 
the relief asked for, or these men will send a Congress here that Will 
grant them their prayer. 

My colleague from Iowa [Mr. PRICE] in his speech to the House a 
few days ago told us thn.t we must let well enough alone. He is, in 
fact, the author of a resolution that we shall not agitate this ques­
tion any further before Congress. He holds up his flag of truce and 
commands silence until he gets the currency reformers in the right 
posit ion, and then he violates his .fl.ag of truce himself, and fires upon 
us from every stand-point, from every controverted position. 

He told us that France had $426,000,000 of silver money, and 60 per 
cent. more than that of gold. That would give France 19 per capita 
in gold, $12 in silver, and she has 12 per capita in paper, making in 
all $43 pm· captia for the entire population, while in. this country we 
have not to-day $8 p er capita in a.ctnal circulation, although we have 
a population 50 per cent. greater than France, and an area of terri­
tory eighteen times larger than the territory of that country. 

' 
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My colleague has occupied every sign in the zodiac upon this ques­
tion of finance, and no man can tell from what he said in his speech 
whether he favors this bill or is opposed to it. I have read the speech 
carefully, but am unable to determine. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
The SPEAKER P'l'O tempo·re, (Mr. Cox.) The time of the gentle-

man has expired. · 
Mr. PIDSTER. As the gentleman represents on this floor a minor­

ity, who have not had a chance to present their views fully, I hope 
that by unanimous consent he may be allowed fifteen minutes more. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Any extension of time must come out 
of the time of the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. BUCKNER.] 

Mr. BUCKNER. I want to dispose of this bill to-day. I yield ten 
minutes to the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. WmTrHORNE.] 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. As the gentleman from Missouri gives me 
ten minutes, I will yield four minutes of my time to the gentleman 
from Iowa, (Mr. WEAVER.] 

Mr. WEAVER. Mr. Speaker,Ithankthegentleman. Mycolleagne 
[Mr. PRICE] stands recorded in the proceedinGs of this House as hav­
in~ voted for the Bland bill. That was a bill for free, unrestricted 
com age of sil veJ.. He also stands recorded at the extra session of this 
Congress as voting against the passage of the Warner bill, which was 
in substance the same as the Bland bill. Now, how he can reconcile 
his votes on these two measures I cannot understand, nor can they be 
explained, for the reason that they are absolutely contradictory. Nor 
can I understand how the gentleman can justify himself before this 
Honse and before the country. Let him explain if he can. Why 
should not this country have as much money as France f In ma­
terial re ·onrce-s, population, and extent of territory we are vastly her 
superior. But my colleague [Mr. PRICE] lauds the greenback! 

There is one thing I do not want him to do. He must not try to 
crawl into bed with the greenbackers without first tnking off his re­
publican boots and overcoat. [Laughter.] 

:Mr. Speaker, I hope the House will refuse to pass this bill-will 
recognize it as a serious attack upon the greenback, and an attempt 
to degrade the best curreney we have, to a place even below the sub­
sidiary silver dollar and the trade-dollar. The bill is calculated to 
take the greenback out of the reach of the people and place it in the 
hands of those who will hoard it. Under the law as it now stands 
they cannot do this as well as they could desire. The people have some 
little protection. But if this bill becomes a law they will be largely 
deprived of the legal-tender paper dollar. It will disappear from cir­
culation. It is not the intention of mEin who have coin to sell to put 
the greenback in circulation. They are the enemies of the greenback. 
It is their intention to retire it from circulation-nothing else. 

Mr. Speaker, the attempt ha-s been made in this House since the 
assembling of Congress to suppress the discussion of the financial 
question. It cannot be done. The pressure is from .without. It 
comes from the people, who are masters of the situation. They are 
discussing it in every village and hamlet, in every public meeting, in 
the workshops, and even in the churches, [laughter;] nd they will 
continue to discuss it until it is settled in their behalf. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. WHI'ITHORNE. 1\ir. Speaker, when this bill was about being 

put upon its passage some days since I sought the floor and made the 
statement that we were about to pass a bill the full scope and purpose 
of which were not comprehended. The more I have looked at the bill 
the more I am disposed to regard it as a Trojan horse. In my judg­
ment it discriminates against the legal-tender note-a. portkm of the 
lawful money of the United States at the present time. 

Let me turn for a moment to the existing law so that we may un­
derstand what is meant to be done or what will be accomplished by 
this bill. By reference to the law this requirement will be found: 

Every national-banking association in either of the following cities: .Albany, 
Baltimore, Boston, Cincinnati, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Louisville, .Milwaukee, 
New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Saint Louis, San Francisco, and 
Washington, shall at all times have on hand, in lawful money of the United States, 
an amount equal to at least 25 per cent. of tho aggregate amount of its notes in 
circulation and its deposits; and every other association shall at all times ha.ve on 
hand, in lawful money of the United States, an amount equal to at least 15 per cent. 
of the aggregate amount of its notes in circulation, and of its deposits. 

Now thiB bill proposes-
That the national-hank act be, and it is hereby, so amended as to require every 

banking association to keep in gold and silver coins of tho United States one-half 
of the reserve fund now required by law. 

Mr. BUCKNER. The gentleman does not understand the law. 
1\ir. WIDTTHO~NE. Under the existing law, as I understand it, 

the security for the holder of the note of a national bank is in the 
credit of the Government. If to-day a n::i.tioual bank suspends, and 
for any reason becomes insolvent, the note-holder cannot claim a sin­
gle dollar of the lawful money of the b::i.nk in reservo, unless he does 
so at the termination of the receiver's work. He would have to go, 
and under existing laws would go, to the Secretary of the Treasury 
for the redemption of nationnJ.-bank notes. Now we come to inquire 
as to this reserve. It is intended, if for anything, under tho national­
ba,nk law, as security for sa,fe business to be done by the banks, for 
safety in the business of the banks, and to prevent too much discount 
and unnecessary and wild speculation. Yon propose right here under 
this bill to take away from the lawful money of the United States a 
part of its high character. Under existing law any national bank of 
the country can have its reserve niltogether either in silver or in gold, 

or in greenbacks, or legal-tender notes. You come here by this bill 
and propose to say yon shall or may have under the law all in gold, 
or all in silver, but you shall not have but one-half of it in green­
backs or legal-tenders. That iB the plain English of this bill. 

I repeat it, sir, under this new bill yon may have all the lawful 
reserve either in silver or gold, but yon may and shall not have it all 
in legal-tender notes. That is the plain En~lish of it; and will any 
gentleman of common sense say to me that it is not a drive at legal­
tender notes T It is the entering-wedge, and intended, in my judgment, 
to be the entering-wedge, to the total discredit of the greenbacks of 
the country. Are we ready for such a contingency T Is the business 
of the country ready for it T 

Gentlemen say, " Let well enough alone." I respond, "Let well 
enough alone." Let us pause right here in this era or day of prosper­
ity and inquire what caused it to be brought about. Hru:i it been be­
cause of accumulation of gold and silver t Having gone through an 
era of extravagance, a time of speculation, a period of high taxes, has 
that speculation given us any relief "I Have high taxes given us any 
relief But has it not been~ on the contrary, because we have come 
right down to hard pan, a.nu because the labor of the country has 
stripped its brawny arm and gone to work, and because the products 
of the earth have come to the relief of the country-bas it not been 
because of this we have found prosperity has visited our land T And 
will we in the next twelve months be blessed with the seasons of 
plenty we have already had T Will fa.mine visit other portions of the 
earth as it has in the last two years T Shall we be blessed with the 
same good fortune the next two years that we have seen in the pa.st 
two 't If so, we could then tell whether it would be necessary and 
proper to make any change in our existing currency laws. What this 
country needs, what our currency needs, is stability as much as con­
vertibility. 1\Ir. Speaker, stability is necessary to healthy trade, and 
that benefit is to be secured, not by reliance on the national banks 
and their stockholde~s, but it is to be secured by the common good 
sense of the people as against these men, whose interest, if not at pres­
ent, may be in conflict with that of the Government and the people. 
What shall be money should al ways be the sovereign right of the Gov­
ernment to determine, and should never be delegated to any person 
or corporation. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. KEIFER. Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the painful regret 

expressed by the chairman of the Committee on Banking and Cur­
rency [Mr. BUCKNER] yesterday in reference to the matter of mem­
bers indulging in irrelevant debate, we have been obliged to-day to 
listen to a great deal more of that kind of debate. But I wish to 
give a reason or two in the moment I have to occupy the floor why 
I shall vote against this bill. I shall not be in ha,rmony with some 
gentlemen who have spoken against the bill here to-day. 

First, let me say when this bill first came before the House for con­
sideration the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] having charge 
of it told us in substance that the bill was to have no effect at all 
upon the country. He took pains as long ago, I believe, as the 14th 
of January, to demonstrate, by putting into the RECORD a table, that 
there was coin enough now in all the banks of this country to meet 
the requirements of this bill. We were then to be soothed with the 
idea that we were to make no draught upon the reserve coin in the 
Treasury except to secure resumption. He then assured the House we 
were engaged in harmless if not useless legislation. That was the 
burden of his speech, and he demonstrated then that there was more 
coin already in possession of the national banks than was essential 
for the coin reserve required by this bill. But yesterday, to our 
surprise, he told us that he introduced this bill at the extra. session, 
or one very similar to it, and he further said: 

Bnt my purpose wa-s to unload the Treasury of a portion of its immense hoa.rds 
of gold and silver for the purpose of diffusing them among the banks and the 
people. 

But, Mr. Speaker, when we read the bill, we find the sole ~.ffect of 
it is to put the padlock of the law on $~0,000,000 of the coin of the 
Unit~d States, that the people cannot reach under any process known 
to the conn try. The eftect of the bill is to lock up, in round numbers, 
$50,000,000 of coin that the people cannot reach under any circum­
stances. The coin reserve required to be kept in the sixteen princi­
pal cities of this country, where they are required to keep in '' lawj1£l 
'TIWney of the United States" a sum equal to 25 per cent. of their circu­
lation and bank deposits, and in the other banks of the country, in 
lik~ lawful money, 15 per cent. of their outstanding circulation and 
deposits, which reserves aggregate, in round numbers, $100,000,000-
we are, then, Mr. Speaker, by this bill to say tha.t one-half of that 
l::Lrge aggregate is to be locked up in the banks, where it is not to be 
reached ::i,t all. It is to be absolutely withdra.wn from circulation . 

We are, it is true, to turn out instead 50,000,000 of greenbacks. 
What for f Do the people want them 'l I venture to say there h38 
not been a petition presented to this House or to the Senate, asking 
that these greenbacks shall be turned out and taken from the reserves 
of the banks-not a single one. 

We are here taking up time in trying to legislate upon a subject 
that is not demanded by the wants of the country or by the wishes 
of the country anywhere. And what is the real design and purpose 
of this bill 'I If not the design, what will bo the rea,l effect of it 'I 
Not to use up, as I underi3tand it, for we ought not to do that, the 
amount of coin that is now in the banks for the use of the people 
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whenever they go to the banks to get it; not to take up the coin in 
the pockets of the people, for they need that for their own uses and 
will be likely to hold on to it, but to compel the b:tnks to go to the 
Treasury of the United States and to draw from the fund now there 
$50,000,000 of the coin reserve, te lock it up so that it cn.nnot be made 
available for securing permanent or continuing resumption. This is 
the whole scheme and design of this bill. It is unwise, and I trust 
no man who believes in the doctrine of having paper money and 
gold and sil>er coin abreast will voto for it. I also trust all those 
who believe resumption is, will, and should be maintained will vote 
against this bill. Not only do you take by this $50,000,000 in coin 
from the Treasury vaults of the United States and lock it np, not 
permitting it to be used for the purposes of securing resumption-not 
only do you do that, but yon turn out $50,000,000 of the paper money 
of the country now held in reserve by national banks, and make it 
available to be used in an emergency by opponents of resumption for 
presentation for redemption. 

The bill enacted into a law withdraws $50,000,000 of coin necessary 
to be used for the purposes of resumption and substitutes therefor 
$50,000,000 of paper money to be presented everywhere and at any 
time for redemption. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is not good financial policy in this country, 
or at least it is in the face of what is usually regarded as goodfinan­
ciering in any country. There should be a great center where coin 
is accumulated so as to strengthen the power which has the responsi­
bility of carrying out the policy of resumption. It has been the pol­
icy of Great Britain and it has been the policy here when we acted 
wisely, and. until very recently it has been t.he policy of the demo­
cratic party also. 

I remember very well in the last national campaign in this country 
the gentleman who had the distinguished honor of being selected as 
tho standard-bearer of democracy arraigned the party in power, the 
republican party, for not providing for a reserve of coin in order to 
procu'J.·e resumption of specie payment upon the legal-tender notes 
issued by the Government. I have here his exact language: 

The amount of the legal-tender notes of the United States now outstanding is 
less than 370,000,000, besides $14,000,000 of fractional currency. How shall the 
Government make these notes at all times as good as specie 1 It has to provide, in 
reference to the maas which would be li:ept in use by the wants of business, a cen­
tral reservoir of coin, adequate to the adjustment of the temporary :fluctuations of 
international balances, and as a gua.rantee against transient drains artificially cre-
ated by panic or by speculation. 

/ 
This I have read from Mr. Tilden's letter of acceptance. It lays 

down the true doctrine on this question, and the one tb.e republican 
p::irty adopted when tbe time came to act in the matter of carrying 
out the resumption act of January 14, 1875. 

Mr. Tilden complained that a "reservoir of coin if was not provided 
several years before the resumption law was to take effect. The 
republican party was satisfied to provide one only when it was 
needed. Let us not destroy it, now that we have resumption with its 
good results in the revival of business, restoration of business confi­
dence, &c. 

I might read more from this letter of acceptance, but my time is 
too short. The proposed legislation is a direct thrust at the Treasury 
and at the power of the Government to maintain resumption, and we 
learned yesterday for the first time, from the distinguished gentle­
man who has charge of this bill, that it was so designed; for he then 
said it was to take the coin out of the Treasury of the United States, 
and, for fear that the money should be used a-s we now use the reserve 
provided for the national banks, he then offered an amendment to 
the bill which requires the money to be locked up in the vaults of 
the several national banks in the country. As the law is now, three­
fifths of the reserve of the country banks may be kept in the cities 
which are selected as depositories for the redemption of the circulat­
ing notes of the banks. That is no longer to be done, so far as the 
coin reserve, which will be required to be kept by this proposed legis­
lation, is concerned. It changes and alters the entire national-bank­
ing system, so far as the reserves are concerned. We shall no longer 
keep any portion of this one-half coin in any of the cities selected 
for the purpose of deposits in order to secure the redemption of the 
circulating notes of the banks. There are eighteen of these cities in 
this country. Of these eighteen, seventeen may, under certain cir­
cumstances, select banks in tlie city of New York where they may 
keep a portion of their reserves, and thus make available for business 
purposes a large amount of money as required now to be kept under 
the present law. 

Let me say in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, a-s tbe law now stands every 
bunk, if it is wise, or if necessary, will keep coin as a part of its re­
serves. These banks aro required to keep their reserves in lawful 
money of the United States. The lawful money of this country is 
defined by the statutes to be gold and silver coin, United States 
Treasury notes, and demand Treasury notes for the purpose of the 
banld.ng law of the country. I think that the passage of this bill 
wouJd be the first great blow a.t the established policy of this country, 
that policy that bas been so wisely undertaken and so successfully 
maintained, namely: the policy of resumption of specie payment after 
it had been so long suspended. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I demand the previous question upon the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The first qnestion is on the amendment offered, 

-which will be read. 

The Clerk read a-s follows : 
In line 4 of the first section, after the word "keep," insert the words "in their 

vault.s: " so as to make it read : 
That the national-bank aet be, and it is hereby, so amended as to require evecy 

banking association to keep in their vaults in gold or silver coins of the United 
States one-half of the reserve funds now required by law. 

Theq uestion beingtaken on agreeing to the amendment, there were­
ayes 35, noes 79. 

Mr. BUCKNER. A quorum has not voted. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Cox in the chair.) A quorum 

not having voted, the Chair will order tellers, and appoints the gen­
tleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] and the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. KEIFER.] . 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported-ayes 33, noes 
73. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I do not call for further count. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The question recurred on ordering the bill to be engrossed and 

read a third time; and being put, there were-ayes 30, noes 140. 
Mr. BUCKNER. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 47 members voting therefor. 
The question wa-s taken; and there were-yeas 80, nays 158, not 

voting 53 ; as follows : · 

Aldrich, N. W. 
Aldrich, William 
Ballou, 
Bayne, 
Belford, 
Bingham, 
Blake, 
Bliss, 
Boyd, 
Brigham, 
Buckner, 
Butterworth, 
Carpenter, 
Chittenden, 
Covert, 
Crapo, 
Daggett, 
Davis, Joseph J. 
Deuster, 
Dick, 

Acklen, 
Aiken, 
Anderson, 
Armfield, 
Atherton, 
Bachman, 
Baker, 
Barber, 
Beale, 
Beltzhoover, 
Bicknell, 
Blackburn, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bouck, 
Bragg, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Bright, 
Browne, 
Burrows, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Camp 
Cann6n, 
Carlisle, 
Caswell, 
Chalmers, 
Claflin, 
Clardy, 
Clark, John B. 
Clymer, 
Cobb, 
Coffroth, 
Colerick, 
Conger, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Cowgill, 
Cox, 

YEAS-EO. 
Dwight, 
Einstein, 
Field, 
Fort, 
Frye, 
Garfield, 
Goode, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hawk, 
Hawley, 
Ha.i;elton, 
Henkle, 
Henry, 
Herndon, 
Hiscock, 
Humphrey, 
Hutchins, 
Lewis, 
Lindsey, 
Loring, 

Lounsbery, 
Martin, Edward L. 
Mason, 
McCook, 
McLane, 
Miles, 
Mitchell, 
Monroe, 
Morse, 
Morton, 
Newberry, 
Nicholls, 
Norcross, 
Overton, 
Pa"'e 
Poehler, 
Pound, 
Price, 
Rice, 
Ross, 

NAYS-158. 
Cravens, 
Crowley, 
Culberson, 
Davidson, 
Davis, George R. 
Davis, Horace 
De La Ma.tyr, 
Deering, 
Dibrell, 
Dickey, 
Dunn, 
Dunnell, 
Elam, 
Ellis, 
Errett, 
Evins, 
Farr, 
Ferdon, 
Ford, 
Forney, 
Frost, 
Geddes, 
Gillette, 
Godshalk, 
Gunter, 
Hall, 
Hammond, John 
Hammond, N. J. 
Harmer, 
Harris, John T. 
Haskell, 
Hatch, 
Hayes, 
Heilman, 
Hill, 
Hooker, 
Hostetler, 
Houk, 
House, 
Hunton, 

James, 
Johnston, 
Jones, 
Keifer, 
Kelley, 
Kenna, 
Kitchin, 
Kloti;, 
Knott, 
Ladd, 
Lapham, 
LeFevre, 
Lnwe, 
Martin, Benj. F. 
Martin, Joseph J. 
McCoid, 
McKinley, 
McMahon, 
Mc Millin, 
Mills. 
Morrison, 
Muldrow, 
Murch, 
Myers, 
New, 
O'Connor, 
O'Neill, 
Pacheco, 
Per.sons, 
Phelps, 
Phister, 
Prescott, 
Reagan, 
Reed, 
Richardson, D. P. 
Richardson, J. S. 
Richmond, 
Robertson, 
Ru sell, Daniel L. 
Ryan, Thomas 

NOT VOTING-53. 
Atkins, Rta1derson, McGowan, 
Bailey, Herbert, McKenzie, 
Barlow, Horr, Miller, 
Berry, Hubbell, Money, 
Bowman, Hull, Muller, 
Calkins, Hurd, Neal, 
Clark, Alvah A. Jorgensen, O'Brien, 
Davis, Lowndes H. Joyce, O'Reilly, 
Ewing, Ketcham, Orth, 
Felton, Killinger, Osmer, 

Rothwell, 
Russell. William A. 
Shallenberger, 
Slemons, 
Smith, William E. 
Talbott, 
Thomas, 
Thompson, W. G. 
Tyler, 
Updegraff, J. T. 
Updegraft', Thomas 
Upson, 
Urner, 
VanAernam, 
Van Voorhis, 
Wait, 
Washburn, 
Wells, 
Willits 
Yeung,' Thomas L. 

Samford, 
Sapp, 
Sawyer, 
Scales, 
Shelley, 
Sherwin, 
Simonton, 
Sin~leton, J. W. 
Smith, A .. Herr 
Sparks, 
Speer, 
Springer, 
Starin, 
Stoole, 
Stevenson, 
Taylor, • 
Thompson, P · 1¥ 
Tillman, 
Townsend, Amos 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 
Turner, Oscar 
Turner, Thomas 
Vance, 
Waddill, 
Ward, 
Warner, 
Weaver, 
Whitthorne, 
\Yilber, ~ 
Williams, Thomas 
Willis, 
Wilson, 
Wise, 
Wood, Fernando 
Wood, Walter A. 
Wright, 
Yocum. 

Sin$leton, 0. R. 
Smith, Hezekiah B. 
Stephens, 
Stone, 
Valentine, 
Voorhis, 
Wellborn, 
White 
White~er, 
Williams, C. G. 

Finley, Kimmel, Pierce, ' Young, Casey. 
Fisher. King, R.obeson, 
Forsythe, Manning, Robinson, 
Gibson, Marsh, Ryon, John W. 

So the House refused to order the bill to be engrossed and read a. 
third time. 

Dm·ing the roll-call the following announcements were made: 
Mr~STEVENSON. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McKENZIE] 

• 
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is paired with Mr. HUBBELL, of Michigan. Mr. McKENZIE is confined 
to his room by sickness. · 

Mr. WAIT. Mr. JOYCE, of Vermont, is detained from the House 
by illness, and has been for two or three days past. 

l\Ir. ROBINSON. I am paired with Mr. HERBERT, of Alabama. 
Mr. STONE. I am paired with the gentleman from Mississippi, 

[Mr. Mmn~Y.] If he were here, I should vote "no." 
Mr. CALKINS. On this question I am paired with Mr. MANNING, 

of Mississippi. If he were present, I should vote " ay." 
Mr. HARMER. l\fr. FlsHER, of Pennsylvania, is paired with Mr. 

BERRY, of California. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, moved to ·reconsider the vote just 

taken; and also moYed that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
EXROLLED BILL SIG~D. 

Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Enrolled BiLis, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the 
House of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 3108) amending the charter of the Grand Lodge 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of the District of Columbia. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I move that the House resolve itself into the 

Committee of the Whole on the sta.te of the Union for the purpose of 
further considering the report of the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to make a privileged report. 
The SPEAKER pro tnnpo1'e, (Mr. Cox in the chair.) The gentleman 

from Kentucky was recognized by the Chair. 
The motion of Mr. BLACKBURN was agreed to. · 

REVISION OF THE RULES. 

The House accordin~ly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. CARLISLE in the cnair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole resumes the con-
1:1ideration of the report from the Committee on Rules. The gentle­
man from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, in accordance with an arrangement 
which I feel culled upon to fulfill, I yield eight minutes of my time 
to the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. OscAR TURNER.] 

Mr. OSCAR TURNER. Mr. Chairman, I did not desire to trespass 
on the time of the committee upon this question; but inasmuch as 
a. part of tho time that waa allotted to the Committee on Levees and 
Improvement of the Mississippi River was taken up by gentlemen on 
the other side I have concluded to offer a few remarks explanatory of 
the motives of our committee in offering the amendment proposed by 
Mr. ROBINSON. And I will take occasion right here to say that there 
was no intention on the part of any member of the Committee on 
Levee Improvements to cast any reflection upon the Committee on 
Commerce, much less upon my· distinguished friend the chairman of 
that committee, General REAGAN, of Texas. We all entertain for him 
the highest regard as a legislator-I know that I do personally-and 
would not reflect upon himin anyway. But, sir, the question that we 
wanted to present to the Committee of the Whole was this: thatthe 
improvement of t.he navigation of the Mississippi River and of its 
tributaries was a question so momentous and involving so much labor 
that the Committee on Commerce had not the necessary time to de­
vote to that specific subject. We thought that the House ought to 
net in accordance and in analogy with the precedent that has been 
set heretofore in regard to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. It 
is well known that we have the Committee on Rail ways and Canals, 
which had a general jurisdiction coextensive with the Union; but 
notwithstanding that when these railroads to the Pacific were pro­
jected a new Committee on the Pacific Railroad was formed in this 
House on account of the magnitude of the work and the labor which 
would be required in investigations of a proper character. 

Mr. Chairman, appropriations have been made for many years with­
out any general plan by which the navigation of the Mississippi and 
its navigable tributaries were permanently improved; appropriations 

· have been made for this point and that, as the popularity of a mem­
ber might secure them, under a log-rolling system, in harbor and river 
improvement bills, passed under a suspension of the rules without 
debate, in many instances appropriating public money to unimpor­
tant streams which I have not the time to refer to in my limited time. 
I refer to the defects in this system of improvements on the tributa­
ries of the Mississippi as it has been carried on for many years, because 
it comes within my own know ledge and sad experience to know some­
thing about the matter, and because the people whom I have the honor 
to represent on this floor have felt the want of a proper and judicious 
plan of improvement of the Ohio River. 

The amount of money which has been appropriated to the improve­
ment of this river, which is the natural outlet of the larger portion of 
the agricultural products of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky, 
might as well have been thrown into it, with but few exceptions. Small 
amounts have been appropriated to improve such particular points 
as could be secured by the influence of Representatives, with no view 
to any general or judicious system, but more to drop a few thousand 
dollars at a particular locality than to accomplish any general good. 

Mr. Chairman, I will give you an illustration of what I mean. In 

the district which I represent is the cjty of Paducah, at the mouth of 
the Tennessee River, the emporium of Southern Kentucky and a part 
of West Tennessee, one of the best manufacturing points west of the 
Alleghany Mountains, with an inexhaustible amount of iron, coal, and 
timber just above on the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee Rivers, 
all of which conld be utilized and made to add to the general wealth 
and prosperity of the country; and besides this Paducah is surrounded 
bythe finest tobacco-growing country in the United States, and is the 
second largest tobacco market west of the mountains, and yet we 
have been forced, poor as we·are, to build railroads at our own ex­
pense, with no subsidies from the Federal Government, and at an im­
mense and ruinous cost to our people, to remove the products of honest 
labor and to give us intercourse with other points on the rivers. ~ 

And why is this? Nature has given us the Ohio as a great high­
Wfliy, the Tennessee and Cumberland empty into the Ohio at our very 
doors, and we are only"fif ty miles from the mighty Mississippi ; and 
yet, Mr. Chairman, we are debarred of these great natural commer­
cial l\dvantages because there is a ledge of rocks in the river called 
the Grand Cha.in, and one bar just above the mouth of the river, lock­
ing in not only our commerce, but the whole commerce of the States 
lying on the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee by reducing the water 
at these points to 30 inches in the summer months, and forcing us to 
resort to railroads, with their high and extravagantratesof carriage, 
which swallow up the pro.fits of the farmers and the artisans of our 
conn try. These barriers wonld not block a single harbor in the North­
ern States twelve months. The money would have been appropri­
ated to remove them as soon as it was suggested, as the appropria­
tion annually of millions to northern harbors shows. 

Mr. Chairman, allow me to say something here in reply to an ob­
servation which was made by my distinguished friend from Texas, 
[Mr. REAGAN,] who said that there had been a spirit of liberality 
exhibited toward the Mississippi River and its tributaries by the 
Committee on Commerce. I desire to invite the attention of this 
House for a few moments to that matter. Since those improvements 
commenced we have had appropriated for that purpose only $7,000,-
000, while over $200,000,000 have been appropriated for the improve­
ment of northern harbors and unimportant rivers. Now let us look 
at the equity and justice of this thing. 

In 1878 the State of Kentncky paid over $6,000,000 into the Treas­
ury, as shown by the report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
which I have here. The district, part of which I have the honor to 
represent, paid about $1,000,000 into the Treasury in that year. 

I will refer to the amount paid into the Federal Treasury by States 
along the Ohio River since 1863 . . lliinois has paid $233,67:-3,726.50, 
Kentucky has paid $101,012,299.47, Indiana 72,664,558.61, and the 
great State of Ohio $246,397 ,075.46 of internal revenue since 1863. 
As I have said, Kentucky in the last twelve months reported by the 
Commissioner hl\s pa.id 6,880,614.15 into the Federal Treasury, which 
is more than double the amount paid by all the New England States 
in the same length of time. 

Now, what have we had in return T It is trud that we have not 
been urgent in our claims before Congress; but when gentlemen talk 
about the equity and justice that have been meted out to us I must 
say that I cannot see it. I do not contend that we ought to have im­
provements in proportion to the revenue which we pay; but it does 
seem to methat these facts ought to enter into the consideration of the 
question when we askfor an appropriation. 

I shall vote to give entire jurisdiction over the subject of the im­
provement of the Mississippi River and its navigable tributaries t<> 
the Committee on Levees and Improvements of Mississippi River,. 
but have no objection to the supervision of the report by the Com­
mittee on Appropriations, to regulate the amount annually; for I am 
opposed to any extravagant or useless appropriations for this or any 
other purpose, and only advocate giving t~e jurisdiction to this 
committee because I believe it will utilize such appropriations as are 
annually made, and will be in the interest of retrenchment and re­
form. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Jlr!r. ROBESON. I rise to speak upon this subject, Mr. Chairman,. 

with a consciousness that I am ignorant utterly of details, and there­
fore shall confine the few remarks I make to the discussion of general 
principles. I shall endeavor to be as compact as possible in the pre­
sentation of my ideas, feeling that it is proper that the committee­
having charge of this subject should have control of all the time that 
is left for general debate. 

By the experience of ages, and the common consent of all intelli­
gent men, rules are found to be necessary to the proper transaction 
of business in all large assemblies of men. The tendency of larg& 
bodies of men is always to excitement. Individual feeling grows by 
contact and association, and without the restraints of settled rules. 
and organized systems, legislative assemblies would not be delibera­
tive bodies, but would be liable to be swayed by the interests and· 
the passions of the hour. 

We often feel that rules are inconvenient, and I have heard it said 
more than once on this floor that they served only as means of ob­
struction. Mr. Ch.airman, they should be obstructive, for more than 
one-half the business which is thrown upon this House should never 
be transacted at all, and more than one-half of the remainder should 
not be pa-ssed until it is systematized and reduced in the alembic off 
deliberation through the slow processes prescribed by the rules. 
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Business should be analyzed by committees, generalized by reports, 

molded in the heat of debate, and cooled by the slow processes of the 
roles until the crude ore of governmental policy comes out of the fur­
nace of legislation not only with the structure but with the temper 
that will make it enduring and useful. All good is produced by slow 
processes. Everything that is valuable in the productions of the 
human mind comes from thought and continuous labor. The easy 
and spontaneous productions of nature fade away like the snow before 
the morning sun ; but the enduring structure and imperial essence of 
adamant are produced by the gigantic forces of nature through the 
processes of unnumbered ages. 

Mr. Chairman, we all owe our thanks to this Committee on Rules. 
From an incongruous and incomprehensible mass they have deduced 
a system compact, simple, clear, and congruous. It is easily seen that 
they brought to their investigation the wisdom of mature years, the 
knowledge gathered by long experience, comprehensive philosophy, 
energy, industry and ca pa.city. I do not say that their results are in 
every respect perfect. I think them faulty in one or two particulars. 
Let us reform those particulars if we can; but if we cannot, gentle­
men of the American Congress, let us not fail to take them as they 
are. They are a vast improvement on anything that we have ever 
had, and amended or not amended they are broad in their compass, 
wise in their system, compact in their structure, and understandable 
in their details, and they are an immense improvement on anything 
we can hope to have if we reject them. 

Mr. Chairman, the business of the country to be tranaacted in a great 
assembly like this must of course be committed to committees for exam­
ination, digestion, organization, and accomplishment. The general 
business of Congress divides itseli naturally into three classes: first, 
legislation ; second, revenue; third, appropria.tions. First, legislation 
f.orthe purpose of doin~the businessofthecountry,forcarryingon the 
Government, for secunng the rights which that Government guaran­
tees to its citizens, and for the progress and development of the country. 
'l'hese three general propositions include·within their compass all the 
subject-matters of ger.eral legislation. The second class comprises 
the subject-matter of the revenue-the means by which the money 
of the country is to be raised and collected from the people and the 
pt'operty of the country. The next and final division is, naturally, 
the appropriation of that money. Let me repeat-first, the require­
ments of legislation; second, the raising of the money; third, the 
application of that money. 

It is not possible, Mr. Chairman, for any one committee to do all 
this business. · No one committee can investigate a.nd understand 
everything necessary and proper to originate legislation to raise the 
money for it, and to divide and appropriate that money. Therefore 
this House is divided into sub-committees to each of which is commit­
ted a portion of its business. These sob-committees are divided into 
three general classes, corresponding to the divisions I have indica­
ted. To the great departmental committees and those of like natut'e 
are committed the legislation for the maintenance of the Depart­
ments, and for carrying on the business of the country. To them is 
committed the investigation, the digestion, the organization, and ac­
complishment of that business; and to them it should be left. They are 
specially delegated with those duties ; they are specially clothed with 
those powers. They give to the different subjects special investiga­
tion and special study. By long continuance of service on particular 
committees, they acquire a knowledge of systems and of details; 
and it is only by leaving legislation to them that you can have a set­
tled and harmonious policy in any department of the Government. 

Wise economy is brought about by system and settled policy; and 
you can have no really economical service in any department unless 
you have a committee which year after year and session after ses­
sion, as long as the party which they represent dominates in the 
country, establishes a settled and continuous policy which can be 
worked out from its base to its consummation. 

I have said, Mr. Chairman, that in the body of rules which this 
committee have reported I find one or two departures from system. 
I find that while generally they give the subjects of legislation to the 

·appropriate committees, and while they give to the Committee of 
Ways and Means its appropriate duty of raising the revenue, yet they 
give to the Committee on Appropriations not only the power of ap­
propriation in all cases, but in some cases the power of legislation 
also. This is a departure from the science of their system, and so far 
a mistake. I do not believe that the various committees to whom is 
intrnsted the legislation of this country should also be intrusted with 
the appropriation of the money, because this last I hold to be the 
province of the Appropriations Committee-:i. committee which not 
only adds, multiplies, and subtracts, as my friend from Connecticut 
[.Mr. HAWLEY] said yesterday, but a committee which must investi­
gate, understand, and take into consideration the results of the action 
of all the other committees. 

They must examine work of the Congress as a. whole. They must 
take into considern.tion what are the requirements of each particu­
lar department a.s represented by its appropriate committees; what 
are the means supplied by the Ways and Means Committee, and 
looking over the whole field, and aggregating and considering the 
whole system, they must determine what it is wise to appropriate to 
each particular object. Not the objects, but how much can be ap­
propriated to each. No individual committee, which bas in band 
only the interests of its own business, can possibly know what are 

the results of the work of all the other committees. This is not 
their province, and it is not expected of them. Therefore it is that 
this Appropriations Committee is necessary. It is a sol't of universal 
solvent that deals with the results of the action of all other <>rgan­
ized committees, and puts them in a systematic policy, :(or which the 
party which they represent is responsible. And when they have 
done that they have done all that they ought to do. They should be 
required to appropriate according to existing laws alone; and when 
the other committees, as the result of their labors, have established 
policies expressed through existing laws, it is th.e duty of the Appro­
priations Committee to abide by those laws, and ·to appropriate ac­
cording to the deliberate sense of Congress as written upon the stat-
ute-book. • 

They have business enough on their hands if they assimilate, ag­
gregate, make uniform, and compact all the work of the other com­
mittees. 

Now, I find in the last clause of the twenty-first role this provis­
ion: 

Nor shall any provision in any bill or amendment thereto changing existing law 
beinorder-

So far exactly right-
except such as, being germane to the subject-matter of the bill, shall retrench ex­
penditures. 

That is to say, the whole subject of legislation, so far as it can be 
brought by the farthest stretch of refinement within the idea of pres­
ent and future reduction of expenses, shall be committed to the Ap­
propriation Committee- the power to destroy systems, the power to 
break down policies, the power to make laws which interfere with. 
individual rights and public duties-and all this power given them 
when it is confessed they are not the committee who are charged with 
the· investigation, the organization, and the development of the sub­
jects upon which they legislate. 

This is the defect in that system, almost the only defect that I can 
find in these rules. Strike that ou~, and each committee has its 
proper duty. Each investigates, decides, and enforces what shall be 
the policy of each department, making a uniform and consistent 
whole of legislation, and leaving with the Ways and Means the func­
tion ~f providing, and to the Appropriations Committee that of dis­
tributing the money to carry it out, looking to the business of the 
Government as a whole, and not to any particular interest. 

But there is another objection to allowing this committee to legis­
late, more potent to my mind than any other, and it is this : When 
the Appropriations Committee puts legislation on an appropriation 
bill, they exercise duress on the judgment of the House and the legis­
lation of the country. No man votes exactly as he wonld; no one 
is as free to act as if it were an independent proposition. All legis­
lation is driven through under the whip and spur of the pressure of 
appropriations. Yon must submit to break up the half of your policy, 
or you must lose it all. You do not approve the particular proposition, 
but you must go for it, otherwise there will be no money for the uses 
of the Government,. 

I am speaking on this subject, and I mean to speak on this whole 
matter broadly, not in the interest of any party, not representing the 
views of any faction, with no spirit other than that which looks to 
the good of the country as a whole; and I appeal' to you, gentlemen, 
legislators of the United States, as you are answerable to your own 
consciences and to your constituents, do you mean that the general 
legislation of the country shall be forced through under any kind of 
duress at all f This idea strikes at the very end and center of a de­
liberative body. The freedom of all deliberation and the freedom of 
all a.ction will be gone where any such system prevails. 

Now, sir, I do not know, because I have not sufficiently examined 
details, and am not sufficiently familiar with them to know, whether 
by merely striking out that exception we will reach the evil com­
plained of or not, but I trust that some one before these rules are 
disposed of will bring in an amendment to them which will strike 
out this incongruity and leave this proposition which this Committee 
on Rules has presented a complete, compact, understandable, sym­
metrical whole. Here is the point at which they depart from their 
own principles, and that they do depart from principle a child can 
see, and he that runs can read as he rnns. Bat a remedy is proposed 
to this defect which, to my mind, is wonie than the disease itself; it 
ls a proposition to give the appropriation in each Department to the 
committee which is intrusted with the legislation on that Depart­
ment. That only multiplies the evils. All the legislation of the 
country would then go through on appropriation bills. Every com­
mittee in trusted with the business of a Department, working out its 
interests and accomplishing its results, after working through the 
session on the subjects involved, would embody in one bill of ap­
propriation all the legislation they desired to have forced tluough 
this House. All freedom of action would be paralyzed, all discussion 
would be arrested, and all legislation, instead of being accomplished 
by free action and free discussion, would be passed on appropriation 
bills and under the pressure of the necessities of the various Depart­
ments for carrying on the Government. You must double this estab­
lishment if you would have it at all; you must reduce this service 
by one-half or you must lose the whole. This would be the argument 
and the incentive presented in every case. 

And how is it possible for these individual committees, engrossed 
in their own work, wrapped up in their own purposes, seeking their 

• 
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own ends, how can they understand and take into consideration the 
results of the actions of all the other committees T The Naval Com­
mittee cannot know what the Military Committee is doing, and the 
Military Committee cannot know what is contemplated by the Post­
Office Committee, nor can the Post-Office Committee know what is 
required by the Indian Department. They are not appointed nor 
have they the time or means to investigate all those subjects; nor, if 
they could, could they agree upon them with each other. They rep­
resent different Departments, developing different views, with differ­
ent feelings and different interests, and they cannot come together as 
a whole and present to this House a requirement from each committee 
consistent with all the others. Therefore the remedy proposed, in 
my opinion, is worse than the disease. The real and simple remedy 
is to give t~e legislation to the committees ~l;i<? have charge of ~he 
subject. Give them that duty, that responsibility; let them take it; 
let them work up to it; trust them with it wholly, and let them have 
the entire duty and responsibility. They will be found worthy when 
they are intrusted with the responsibility. It is of the nature of man 
to rise to the level of the action of which he is a part. In trust these 
committees with great responsibility, and these committees will be 
found worthy of the great trust, and they will each and all develop 
the power and the influence which should belong to them in this 
House and in its legislation. 

But, Mr. Chairman, let them not on their side demand what is 
contrary to the philosophy of government and contrary to the organ­
ization of all deliberate bodies since intelligent representative gov­
ernment began. I will cite a single instance. The confederate consti­
tution, if I am not misinformed, made by men experienced in the 
business of this a-ssembly, actually provided, in effect at least, that no 
legislation should be upon appropriation bills, or at lea.st that it should 
not have the effect of duress either upon the House or upon the Ex­
ecutive. I cite this as a single illustration which occurs of wise pro­
vision resulting from long experience. 

It will be objected, Mr. Chairman, to this idea which I have endeav­
ored to illustrate and enforce that in time of peace and in a country 
like oursiwhere the Government and its operations are directed toward 
the deve opment of the resources and the bringing out of the wealth 
and power of the country, that often appropriation is legislation, that 
it is impossible to divide by any distinct line over which it is not ea.ay 
to step the functions of legislation from those of appropriation; that 
often mere appropriation is legislation. Be it so, Mr. Chairman, each 
subject-matter of legislation will grow in importance in Congress and 
before the country as the ne0essities and conditions of the Government 
require ; each committetJ will grow in importance and in power as the 
subject-matter which is intrusted to it becomes important to the leg­
lation of the country. 

In time of war the Army and the Navy committees will be the lead­
ing committees of this House, no matter what other committees are 
organized or what ability is upon them, because the attention of 
the people is directed to the condition of the country and necessities 
which grow-out of this condition of war. In times of great constitu­
tional legislation and discussion, the Judiciary Committee and the 
Committee on the Revision of the Laws will step to the front, because 
they will then be in the eye of popular regard, since theirs will be the 
subject of interest to the people. An instance occurs to me, of which 
I will remind the House. 

You all remember how some twenty or more years ago when Mr. 
Stephen A. Douglas was the a-0knowledged leader of the democratic 
party in the Senate of the United States, that he resigned his position 
as chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, I believe, to take the 
position of chairman of the Committee on Territories, a committee 
which before that time had little of importance to attract any notice 
in the country or the ambition of any statesman. But he took the 
chairmanship of that committee and as the leader of its deliberations 
he occupied the attention of the country and controlled the legisla­
tion of the Government because the organization and government of 
the Territories was then the important subject which occupied the 
attention of Congress and the people. 

In times of peace, then, when the simple progress of the country 
is the object of Government; when the development of its resources, 
the increase of its wealth, the wise building up of its power occupies 
the attention of the people, then it is right that this Appropriations 
Committee, which bas the distributing of this money, should be the 
leading committee of the Honse, and no provision can take it from 
them. Theirs is the important function in the Government, theirs 
the position which has a right to govern and to control the action of 
this House. And let me tell you, gentlemen, one other thing-and I 
speak in no party sense, for I speak neither in the interest of any 
faction nor as the representative of any party-you cannot carry on 
the business of Government, for which the dominant party is respon­
sible, unless you have one center of leadership. A dozen leaders will 
break up any party and destroy any system of government. I speak 
not for the present time merely, nor from my stand-point as a member 
of tee minority, but I speak in the interest of all parties and for the 
good of the whole Government. I am a party man. I hold that 
they are the voluntary organization through which the will of the 
people is organized, expressed, and executed. In a country like ours, 
inclosing such avast area, and presenting so many interests and feel­
ings, the political sentiments of large masses of the people can only 
be organized around party standards representing great principles 

upon which these masses are agreed. These p,:inciples can only be 
enforced by party organization and action. Without this right 
principles will be powerless, for they will never have expression, and 
faith, however truthful, will be dead, since it is without effective 
works. 

Now, gentlemen, do I speak as a partisan or as a man who under­
stands and realizes that the business of the Government must be done, 
if it is done at all, by the dominant party in Congress; that it must 
be accomplished, if it is to be accomplished at all, by that party that 
has the majority and the power which belongs to the majority t And 
we all want it accomplished, even though we may not agree in all 
the part.icnlars. 

Gentlemen, you can have no proper control over legislation as a 
party, no settled policy, no successful accomplishment unless you 
have single and defined leadership; ~nd whatever committee it is · 
whose subject-matter at n.ny time stands in the eye of public regard, 
whatever committee it is whose general business, to them intrusted, 
becomes the center of the attention of the country, that committee 
must of necessity be your leading committee for the time; and yon are 
tearing down your own temple of power if you struggle to break 
down that concentrated power and effective leadership. 

Mr. Chairman, I have already occupied more time than I have a 
right to consume under the circumstances of the case. I trust that 
the little I have said will be a-ccepted as having been said without 
party spirit, and with a disposition to deal with the practical interests 
of the country and the real business that we have on hand. If I had 
felt justified in consuming more of your time, I might perhaps have 
stated my propositions more clearly, urged them with more logical 
power, and illustrated them witQ. more convincing argument; but, 
such as they are, the House must t.'l.ke them in their crudity and digest 
them with their better wisdom. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Chairman, the discussion of the report of the Com­
mittee on Rules thus far has seemed to me to be a contest between 
committees as to jurisdiction, very largely; and it has developed 
much more of criticism than of commendation. Now, criticism is 
healthy, and I, for one, do not object to it; but commendation is, to 
say the least, agreeable, and I wish briefly to point out certain reasons 
why in my judgment the Committee on Rules is entitled to more of 
the latter and less of the former. 

And first, I desire to pay a · deserved tribute to the democratic 
majority of our cammittee. In these days, when party spirit runs 
high, when it permeates almost the whole body-politic, provokes bit­
ter hostilities, jealousies, and dissensions, incites the majority to ride 
rough-shod over the minority, justifies or acquiesces in the overturn­
ing of the will of the people as expressed at the polls, seizes upon 
the governments of great States in the face of the Constitution and 
the laws, it is indeed refreshing to record one instance, at lea.at, where 
this spirit has been completely exorcised, where the decree, '' Get 
thee behind me, Satan," has been fully executed. From the begin­
ning of our delibera~ions down to the signing of the report there 
never has been the slightest evidence of partisanship on the part of 
the democratic majority of the committee; and I think they will 
bear the same testimony as to the republicans. There have been no 
heated discussions, no dissensions, no attempts to trample upon the 
rights of the minority. On the contrary, at the very outset we paRsed 
a resolution that no amendments to the rules should be made except 
by unanimous consent, and wherever we disagreed the old rules 
should be reported. Hence you find some rules here which have not 
received the indorsement of this committee, and to which your atten­
tion will be called. 

Now, sir, we have had, I think, but one single purpose in all of our 
deliberations, and that has been to reduce madness to method, chaos 
to order, discord to harmony, duplicity to simplicity; to so revise, 
amend, and codify these rules as to make them aids to intelligent legis­
lation. This was not an easy work to do, gentlemen. Many of you 
know that it wa.s not a purpose easy of attainment. 

Why, sir, these rules have been growing up since the foundation of 
our Government down to now, and with no natural regular growth. 
Necessities of parties, the whims of Speakers, contradictory decisions, 
the practice of the House, requirements of the occasion, uncertain 
and doubtful language-all these have combined to make a body of 
rules calculated better than anything else to disturb the legislator 
and to obstruct legislation; a body so full of intricacies and secrets 
that only the most skillful and trained anatomist could by any pos­
sibility dissect it and reveal them. 

Many of you know this; for many of you sat down conscientiously 
and courageously to master this problem of the rules; and how soon 
have you found that a little knowledge was a qangerous thing, and 
that much was the work of a life-time. Why, sir, 1 remember perfectly 
well the first Congress I ever was in that it was almost impossible 
for me to prevent myself resigning, from the fact that I was a mere 
cipher, an utter nobody, becauselcouldnotpenetratethe veryoutside 
door of this incongruous mass of rules. And you, gentlemen, many 
of you, have had the same feeling. When I appeal to you to know 
whether or not the purpose we had was easy of attainment you will say 
to me emphatically and feelingly, "no;" but it wa.s worthy only of 
commendation and praise if undertaken and partially effected. You 
have had the report of our committee before you. It is full ; it is 
complete. I have no doubt the most of yon have read it with care. 
You see there our purposes, our methods, and the results. And :!re we 
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not, gentlemen, entitled to some degree of commendation for what 
we have done f . · 

Let me point out a few things, and I only will a few, because others 
of the committee, I suppose, are to follow me, and I will not trespa s 
upon them. Take the first and what seems the simplest. We have 
undertaken to group all rules touching one subject under one rule, 
like "the duties of Speaker," like "motions," like "amendments," 
like "committees of the whole." Heretofore, if you desired to dis­
cover anything in relation to any one of these sllbjects you never 
knew where to stop until you bad reached the very last rule in that 
book, while here you have it all at a 'glance. Now, sir, this was not 
.a stupendous work for gigantic intellects; but it was a painstaking 
work, requiring great labor and great care. Are we not entitled to 
.commendation for that f Again, there were some thirty or forty of 
these rules obsolete in whole or in part. How could t.he gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. HARRIS,] the first four years he was here, 
tell what was obsolete and what was operative, with no guide, noth­
ing to point it out¥ 

Now what, in the name of common sense, are our rules for¥ They 
-ought to be guides, charts. Every sunken rock, every hidden ledge, 
every lee-shore, and every dangerous shoal is supposed to be marked 
with a buoy, a beacon, a light to be pointed out by lines and num­
bers, so that we can take our chart, and, observing it with careful 
~ye, can pilot our little vessel safely through to a harbor. 

Yet these rules are in fact no chart. Half of the sunken rocks 
have been bla.sted away; new ledges have been discovered, new 
reefs have been found; and yet there · have been no marks to show 
them, no numbers to indicate them. And if you undertake to be 
,guided by that chart you would be in the condition of the pilot in 
the sound, who assured the captain that he knew all the rocks there. 
All of a sud<len the vessel ran on a ledge, and the captain said to the 
pilot," Yon infernal scoundrel! I thought you said you knew where 
.all the rocks were." " So I do," said the pilot; "and there is one of 
them." [Laughter.] That was about the only way a new member, 
.at any ra te, could tell where any sunken rock in this chart was-by 
running his vessel on it. 

Again, there were practices of the House which had come to be 
law from long custom, yet which were in direct contravention of the 
rules. Again, there were rulings of the presiding officers which were 
.diametrically opposed to each other on the same rule. 

Now, gentlemen, we have undertaken to make an open pathway, 
.and with gnideboards to point the youngest member of Congress, so 
that if he has anything committed to his charge he can pmsue his 
way to the end. Under the old rules, by the old pathway, when I 
.as a young member took something which my constituents had in­
trusted to my care and started along boldly with it, thinking I saw 
the guideboard, all of a sudden the sharp gentlemaa from Michigan 
;[Mr. CONGER] dropped ~n impassable parrier right across my path, 
.and I retired to my seat dismayed, confused, disgusted with legisla­
tion and legislators, and with myself more than either. [L~ghter.] 

Are we not entitled to some commendation in this, that we have 
repealed the rules obsolete in whole or in part; ay, more, that we 
have made rules carrying oat the practices of the House, which can­
not be misunderstood; ay, more yet, that we have selected between 
.contradictory rulings of the presiding officers of the House, and em­
bodied that in a rule which commended itself the most as an aid to 
legislation ? 

I now come to some amendments which we have proposed, and I 
will take first that one which occurs to me to be the ·most important, 
the rule in regard to the calling of committees for reports. We hav:e 
provided that there shall be a morning hour every day, except Mon.­
day, for reports from committees, and that that morning hour shall 
not be dispensed with except by a two-thirds vote. We have pro­
vided that the committees shall be called in regular order; that they 
shall report their business to this House, and that it shall go, not may 
go but shall go, at once, each olass of business to its own proper cal­
·endar. We provide that public bills or business not making appro­
priations shall go at once to a calendar of the House, a new calendar 
which we ·have created. We provide that public business appropri­
ating money shall go to a calendar of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. We also provide that private business, whether appro­
priating money or not, shall go to the Committee of the Whole House 
-on the Private Calendar. 

How has it been heretofore T Why, gentlemen, you all know 
perfectly well that the morning hour bas been almost entirely use­
less; that it has been directly obstructive to legislation. Take the 
morning hoar under the rules as they now stand. A committee with 
business comes before you to occupy that hour in its turn. I~ makes 
its report to this House of some simple measure. D iscussion springs 
up, and develops from its springing up, and grows from its develop­
ment, and the first thing you know the morning hour is entirely con­
sumed, and away that bill goes over to the next morning hour, when 
the same thing again takes place. Only one member of that com­
mittee, in the two hours to which it is entitled, has the privilege of 
reporting anything. He reports what he regards as the simplest bill 
in his charge, in order to afford the other members of the committee 
.an opportunity to report their bills, and to his amazement the whole 
time assigned is consumed while nothing ha.8 been effected. 

I have been on the Judiciary Committee for eight yea.rs, I think. 
"The real weight of its business is not ready for report until three or 

X-31 

four months after the beginning of the long session of Congress. 
That committee is called perhaps twice during the first month; then, 
according to my experience, it is hardly ever called again during the 
remainder of the long session. 

Under those circumstances the committeeapplies for a night se sion 
of th"e House in which to bring forward its business, upon which it has 
labored and spent time and brains. The members of the commi t­
tee come up here at that night session with hardly ever a quorum 
present. A bill is reported, discussion arises, dissension develops it­
self, a call of the House is made, and the entire session of the evening 
is utterly and entirely wasted, bas been of no earthly use to the Judi­
ciary Committee or t o the country. Again aud again and again the 
whole of the business of that important committee has ueen passed 
by, and all the labors of its members h ave been wasted. This is the 
constantly repoated experience of every leading committ ee in this 
House. 

Again, under the old rule a matter is reported in the morning hour. 
It does not commend itself to the minority of this House, who, know­
ing it to be in the morning hour, immediately sit silent and prevent 
a quorum, or move to adjourn, or to fix a. day to which the House 
shall adjourn. Thus the morning hour is con.an.med. This is done 
again and again, just so long as the minority may desire to continue 
it. You all remember, because it is of recent occurrence, that this 
was done in the extra session of the present Congress from day to 
day for a month, against what we believed and what I b elieve now 
to have been an iniquitous bill. Through that political campaign I 
saw many a day when I was sorry that we filibustered, because I 
would have been delighted to have added that oue other political 
crime to the faggot of crimes committed by the party in control of 
this House during the extra session. But we determjned otherwise, 
and no business could be transacted during the morning hour for a 
month or more. 

Again, a committee reports in the morning hour. There is but· an 
hour to-day and an hour to-ruorrow. Each member of the committee 
has a dozen important bills in his hands on which he has spent from 
three to four months of work. Each member desires to report. The 
chairman takes the floor and reports one, two, three, or four bills; and 
he is compelled to demand the previous question and force those bills 
through the House, in order to give the others of his committee time 
for the consideration of their measures. In this way hasty, on wise 
legislation has again and again within my recollection been passed 
under the previous question, for the praiseworthy purpose on the part 
of the chairman of saving a little time for some other member of his 
committee. 

Now, the Committee on Rules has done away with all that. No 
complaints of that kind ca.n be made again, if yot1 adopt these revised 
rules. Every committee in this House will be called as often as once 
in two or three days- certainly as often a-s once a week. Every com­
mittee will be incited to attend to its business, knowin~ that there 
will be an opportunity to report all the business that it has in its 
hands perfected. No haste, no previous question, no half-considered 
laws ena-cted, no unfair advantages taken. 

I desire one further amendment, which will provide that no bill, 
either of a public or a private nature, shall be reported to this House 
unless accompanied with a written report for or against the measure. 
If this be done, then when a bill has been reported the whole case 
will be on one of your three dockets; it will be_ there with all the 
points in brief; any man can take it and examine it beforehan<l, and 
can determine for himself whether or not the bill has merit and ought 
to pass. It seems to me that this committee deserves commendation 
for thus breaking away from the old rut and opening up a new road, 
through which honest, fair, well-considered legislation may pass. 

Again, sir, I do not belon~ to the number of those who hold that 
private claimants have no rights which the Congress of the United 
States is bound to respect. I say to you, gentlemen, that a great war 
could not have taken place without claimants by the thousand and 
tens of thousands coming to the doors of Congress, and fairly, right­
fully, honestly demanding payment of their claims. In war your 
Government is a despot; it mast be a despot. The rights of men 
cannot stand in the way of the progress of armies. Your Government 
must be at liberty to make contracts, and to break them; must be at 
liberty to make specifications, aud then to change them at its pleas­
ure; must be at liberty to take the property of the individual for the 
public good. -

The Congress of the United States has never yet had the courage 
to say to its citizens, " There are the courts that we have created; 
there are the judges and the United States attorneys whom the Pres­
ident has appointed ; if you have a claim against the Government of 
the United States, the doors of that court are wide open; go there 
and assert your claims; bring your evidence and appeal to the judg­
ment of that court." Congress has never dared to give to its cit izens 
that right. I believe we stand almost alone alllong the nations of 
the earth in refusing to allow a citizen to bring suit in the courts 
against the Government. Now, therefore, when we shut against the 
citizen this door which is open to the subject of every other civilized 
country in the world, can we, ought we to say that we will shat this 
last door, the only one that is open T 

The claimant comes here to Congress. His claim is presented and 
referred to a committee. That committee, under the present feeling, 
is an attorney for the United States, looking upon him with suspi-
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cious or hostile eye. - In presenting his claim he is obliged to over­
come these prejudices. He does sq. The committee reports his claim 
unanimously, the bill goes upon the Calendar. The claimant has spent 
months in making out that case; it may be that it involves every­
thing he bas in the world for himself and his family. He has followed 
the claim in committee, has watched it after it ha-s taken its place on 
tlfe Calendar, is in the ~allery on a Friday when private bills are to 
be taken up; that bill is reached; it is his only hope, his heart is in 
his mouth, he says to himself, "My time for justice is coming now," 
when lo and behold, somebody from the Rocky Mountains, or some­
where else, who never heard of the bill before in his life, who does 
not know to what it relates or what it involves, rises and shouts: "I 
object." The claimant sees his bill thus thrust aside, and generally 
so the end cometh. With a Calendar containing five hundred or a 
thousand cases, it will probably never be reached again. The whole 
labor of the committee, the whole labor of the claimant, must thus 
be lost because forsooth some man wants to build up a reputation on 
the smallest capital possible for one to be built upon. [Laughter.] 
But perhaps upon another unfortunate Friday that bill is again reached. 
Again the claimant is there and believes that his claim is to be hea,rd. 
But five men object, and away goes his poor bill; and there is an end 
of it and of his hopes. That is the mode of proceeding on "objection 
days." I do not think the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. HORR] 
who sits in front of me has ever seen one of these days; but he 
will shortly, and he will recognize them afterward whenever he sees 
them. 

I remember perfectly well a ciaim which was presented and consid­
ered by a committee a few years ago. A United States revenue-cutter 
had deliberately run down a fishing-schooner. If I had run down the 
vessel, in less than two months I would have been before a court, and 
in three or four months there would have been a judgment against 
me which I should have been compelled to pay. If a great steamship 
belonging to one of the great lines had run into the fishing-schooner 
the steamship line would have been compelled to pay the damages; 
but it was a United States revenue-cutter, with the Secretary of the 
Treasury on board, which ran into this schooner, and there was no 
court open for the owner in which to seek redress. He was compelled 
to <lome to Congress and ask for relief. He did not ask his ship to be 
paid for, but simply that Congress would open the door to a United 
States court and let him go in. The committee reported it unani­
mously because, of course, it was right and just. For convenience the 
bill was put upon the Calendar, and the very first time it was reached 
to be heard, a gentleman whom I will not name, he is not here now, 
from the fastnesses of the Rocky Mountains, who had never seen a 
schooner in all his life, and did not know whether it was four-masted 
~one, jumped up and cried out "l object." [Laughter.] I went to 
liim. I said" In Heaven's name, what do you object to this for'" He 
said "Wbatis iU" [Great laughter and applause.] I left in disgust, 
for if that was legislation, I wanted no more of it forever. 

I hold, Mr. Chairman, that these men have rights, and that it is 
the duty of this Congress to hear them or else to send them to the 
courts. That would be the courageous and the decent way. Our 
committee have wiped out, expunged, destroyed forever, if you say 
amen to this report, all" objection days." I am aware it will ruin 
some men's reputation, [laughter,] but not more than one or two in 
a whole House. It will help all the rest of you, and have a tendency 
to do justice. I expect the objector to vote against it, whoever he 
may be, but I trust Othello's occupation is gone. 

You will have a Friday's docket and every man's case will be en­
tered upon it, and it will come up to be heard in regular order unless 
a majority of the committee should prefer to change that order. You 
will take that docket as you do in court. You will go from case to 
case and pass, as fast as you can, upon it understandingly. Is not 
that fair T Is it not reasonable¥ Or is it better for some old mem­
ber to have the chance of shouting out "I object," and then having 
his name entered in your Index under "incidental remarks,"" page 
248," and when you look to see the gentleman's speech you will find 
"I object." [Laughter.] 

Now, let me call for a mom{lnt your attention to the special orders 
which are piled Pelion upon Ossa until they have become mountain­
high. If you turn to any day three months hence you will find upon 
the general calendar of business more than twenty special orders 
fixed for the same day. Now we have stopped all that. Under this 
new order of things there will be no need of special orders. Every 
case will have its day in court. 

Again, a great many of you have not seen resolutions submitted on 
the Monday second roll-call. I had a delightful experience the first 
Congress I was here. Maine was called first. Under the present rule, 
after the general roll-call is through, a second is commenced and it 
begins with the State of Maine; when resolutions may be offered for 
present consideration and gentlemen may be compelled to vote upon 
them. Since I have been in Congress, never but once has this privi­
lege extended outsirle of Maine. It stuck there nobly. [Laughter.] 
I remember one session of Congress, at the request of Mr. Charles 
Sumner, I introduced what was called a civil-rights resolution under 
that opportunity which wa-s given to me by this rule, and that civil­
rights resolution staid here six solid months in that position. Every 
Monday was filibustered out in order to prevent its passage, under 
the lead of the gentleman from Wisconsin, Mr. Eldridge. I did not 
effect anything. We, between us, did effect a loss every Monday of 

from one-half to three-quarters of an hour of valuable time, or, at. 
least, of time that ought to have been valuable. 

If you notice now on Mondays once in a while, when the States 
and Territories are not likely to take up the hour, somebody's useless. 
bill is read, or some gentleman picks from the waste-basket a long 
bill on the transportation of animals, sends it up to the Clerk and 
causes it to be read. What is that for¥ That is to prevent the State 
of Maine from getting in a resolution under the second call. [Laugh­
ter.] And, if the old rules prevail, I guarantee to you now that th& 
rush of business is over. On every Monday from this hour down to 
the close of this session over half an hour will be consumed reading 
useless bills. If any gentleman can tell me what benefit has resulted 
from the rule I should like to hear it. I have been here nine yea.rs,. 
and I have never seen any. 

We have repealed that and gotten it out of the way, and if you 
accept this body of rules you will be troubled no more forever with 
the reading of those lonesome, tiresome bills. The reading clerks 
will sustain this action of our committee. 

Again, we send to the Senate an appropriation bill which our rules. 
require shall be first considered in Committee of the Whole, a bill 
appropriating $5,000,000, the items specified1 and in the Senate they 
amend it, adding to it a million and a half of dollars, and then a.end 
it back to the House in that shape. Now, I ask any member here if 
he has ever known these amounts which have been added to an ap­
propriation bill in the Senate to be considered in this House in Com­
mittee of the Whole f No man ever heard of such a thing; and yet,. 
under your rules, if I have a claim for a thousand dollars aud it re­
quires an appropriation, it cannot be considered exceDt in Committee­
of the Whole. But the Senate may take an appropriation bill and 
increase it millions, and yet when it comes back here the point of 
order does not lie against it, and it is never considered in Committee. 
of the Whole at all. Now, this committee, in the interest of honest 
legislation, in the interest of wise legislation, have reported a rule­
that these Senate amendments shall be subject to the point of order, 
which being made and sustained, they must go to the Committee of 
the Whole, and receive their first consideration there, because it is 
their first consideration in this Honse. 

Now take" questions of privilege." Some of you have seen what has 
been done under an abuse of this question of privilege in this body. 
I have seen the liveliest fights gotten up here upon pretended priv­
ilege that I ever saw anywhere in my life, beating even an Irish fair. 
More,~ have seen a gentleman cause to be read here, on a question 
of privilege, almost the whole Bible from Genesis to Revelations. 
Again, I have seen a member have newspaper after newspaper sent 
up to the Clerk to be read, occupying hour after hour with slanders 
of the gentleman affecting only himself. Again, I have seen gentle­
men contending for the right to the :floor on a question of privilege­
when an attack has been made upon them p·ersona.lly, not at all affect­
ing their character as Representatives, and wasting hours in a contest. 
over tne point of order. 

Now sir, every man who has been here for any considerable length 
of time knows that one of the greatest outrages and abuses in this 
Honse has grown up under this vt}ry question of personal privilege. 
It is an easy way to get the :floor, make a speech, and :flood his district. 
I remember some time ago when I was visiting in an official capacity 
the Legislature in Louisiana, I found that there were a good many 
persons there, some of them of dark complexion, who desired to get 
the floor and make a little display for our benefit; and even they 
had found out what a blessed thing a question of privilege was. They 
would "rise to a point of order," or ''to a question of privilege," and 
get the floor, and I found it was very much there like it is here; that 
it made very little difference what they said afterward; they had th& 
floor for all that. [Laughter.] 

The question of privilege is the very highest right that can be de­
manded in this House, of the first importance to the body and to the­
member, and it ought not to be open to abuse. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would like to ask my friend a ques­
tion if be will permit me. 

Mr. FRYE. I yield for that purpose. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would like to ask the gentleman. 

what provision is made in this new system of rules for preventing­
the abuses he speaks of in this connection. I have seen myself, and· 
I fully agree with him as to the ridiculous scenes which have been. 
presented before this House in the name of personal explanation. 
The whole Honse has been frequently disgusted with the reading .of 
long newspaper extracts and articles of personal explanation, which 
were put in writing and sent to the Clerk's desk, but the Chair has. 
held that he could not determine whether it was a question of priv­
ilege or not, until it had been read. Now, what remedy do you pro­
pose for that f How are you to determine whether what has been.. 
claimed as a question of privilege is absolutely so or not until the­
reading of the paper has been had f 

Mr. FRYE. In answer to the gentleman from Virginia, I wish to­
say that "the wayfaring man though a fool can read and need not 
err therein." It is written plainly here what a question of privilege is: 

The questions of privilege shall be, first, those affecting the rights of the House· 
collectively, its safety, dignity, and the integrity of its proceedings; secondly, the· 
rights, character, and conduct of members individually, in their representative­
capacity only. 

Now, it seems to me that this is plain enough for any gentleman inc 
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this House not to misunderstand it, and every gentleman is on his 
honor not to violate nor discredit it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I admit that it is very 
plain, but men's minds construe things very differently. How shall 
we execute that provision Y I ask my friend the question. Suppose 
you were the Speaker~ presiding, and I rose to a question of personal 
privilege, my personal explanation is in writing and I send it to the 
Clerk's desk to be read. That has been done, when somebody makes 
the point of order that it is not a question of privilege-I have made 
that point myself. Now, I contend that the Chair must hear the state­
ment before he can decide that it is a question of privilege or not; 
and how would you reach that question Y 

Mr. FRYE. Well, if I were the Speaker, and a gentleman was 
wandering so far from a question of privilege, as I have heard them 
again and again, I would exercise my right as the Speaker of the 
House, and stop him. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. But, Mr. Chairman-­
Mr. FRYE. I decline to be interrupted any fnrther. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I know it is my own obtuseness. 
Mr. FRYE. I recognize the gentleman from Virginia as one of the 

brightest gentlemen on the fio!lr; but I must decline to be interrupted 
further. 

I will not call your attention anyfarther tothe good things we have 
done. Upon that head I have stopped to leave ground open for 
others who are to follow me. But I think those I have directed your 
attention to must commend themselves to this House. 

Now, to come to some criticism as to committees-how have we 
interfered with the jurisdiction of committees T I have heard it com­
plained here that we have deprived the District of Columbia of the 
day which under the existing rules it is entitled to, the third Mon­
day in every month. That is true; we have, but we have given it, 
under our revised rules relating to committees, an opportunity to 
report and have its business placed on the Calendar once in every two 
or three days during the whole session. And they will have the same 
opportunity that any other committee has t.o go to the Calendar. In 
my judgment it affords a better opportunity for the discussion of its 
business than it has now, for I have noticed, and others must have, 
too, that when the Monday came which was assigned to the business 
of the District there would be barely a quorum in this House and the 
business of the District received but little attention. 

Take the Committee on Railways and Canals. The gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. CABELL] made a complaint in relation to that com­
mittee. Our committee have not interfered with the jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Railways and Canals further than this: We have 
crystallized into a rule the uniform practice of this House since I 
have been a member of it. And it seems to me under the experience 
of the doings of the Committee on Commerce that if you should give 
another committee like that on railways and canals juri~diction of 
tho improvements of rivers, and if you should give to the Committee 
on Mississippi Levees still further jurisdiction of the Mississippi 
River and all of its tributaries, you would have three committees 
pouring upon this House their bills for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, and ii it is true that there is any log-rolling to-day to 
get one bill through under a suspension of the rules, how much more 
powerful would be the log-rolling of three committees if they were 
willing to resort to it to drive through all their bills. But, I repeat, 
we only crystallize into a rule the uniform practice of this House 
since I have been a member of it. 

Now, there were several committees, as the Committee on Banking 
and Currency and the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, 
which had the right under the old rule to report at any time, a right 
given to them at the last -session of Congress, I think. We have re­
pealed that rule because under the rule now proposed there is no 
necessity fortheir having the right to report at anytime. They would 
be called as often as once a week, and I have not heard that they com­
plain of this. 

Take the Committee on the Revision of the Laws. The gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] entered bitter complaint that we had 
restricted their jurisdiction. Well, sir, I have been here nine years, 
and I admit that at an earlier period in those nine years the Com­
mittee on the Revision of the Laws had the statutes to revise and 
great labor to perform. That is the only work I ever knew in the 
hands of the Committee on the Revision of the Laws until the extra 
session · of this Congress and the work which they performed then 
and submitted to this House did not commend them as a committee 
t.o me at least. . 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] says that the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary usurps everything. He said that the Com­
mittee on the Judiciary bad the right alone to the jurisdiction of all 
things touching proceedings in courts. And yet the gentleman from 
Illinois in the extra. session of Congress reported a bill to this Honse 
from the Committee on the Revision of the Laws overturning all the 
statutes relating to the transmission of cases from the State courts to 
the United States courts. If he was right as to the jurisdiction of the 
Judiciary Committee, where did the Committee on the Revision of 
the Laws get that bilU What right had they to it T Under what 
rule then existin~ did they get it¥ The Judiciary Committee had 
considered that bill for months with great care, and are considering 
it now, and will be rea-dy to report it at this session of Congress. 

Again, at this session of Congress the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 

HARRIS] reported from that committee a bill regulating the reporting 
of.. the decisions of the Supreme Court. Now, if it belonged to the 
Judiciary Committee, as the gentleman from Illinois says, to take 
charge of all matters touching proceedings in court, I ask him if that 
bill did not legitimately belong to that committee t I am glad the gen­
tleman from.Virginia urged the passage of that bill. It is a good bill. 
It is through the Honse, and this is due to his diligence. But that 
committee had no more right to it than I have to my neighbor's hat 
or to my r.eighbor's coat. Both those bills belonged to the Judiciary 
Committee; and I, at least, as one member of this committee, came 
to the deliberate conclusion that it was not wise to allow the wild 
colt of the prairies to cavort around without a curb. 

I do not know what would become of the Judiciary or of the other 
committees of this House if the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws were permitted to go on in that reckless way, taking to itself 
all jurisdiction, however careful, however judicious they might be, 
and however prompt to report business to this House. I did myself 
vote in favor of giving to this committee the revision and codifica­
tion of the laws, what I believe was origin.ally intended for it; and 
I may say that there is no man in this House I love better than I do 
GODLOVE S. ORTH, of Indiana, a member of that committee, into whose 
kind face I am now looking. So in my vote there was nothing per­
sonal. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I would like to ask my friend from 
Maine [Mr. FRYE] a question concerning the jurisdiction of these two 
committees, as he has appealed to me--

Mr. FRYE. I have not appealed to the gentleman, and I do not 
dare to yield any time, beoan e there is a gentleman·who has been 
promised the floor immediately after I shall get through. 

I come now to the Committee on Commerce. I speak here only 
for myself. I do not speak for the Committee on Rules. I was born 
in favor of river and harbor improvements. I was educated and 
trained an old whig, and I have been able to see but little good in the 
democratic party from that day to this. That, I take it, is owing to 
my early training, not to the wrongs committed by the party or to 
its general bad character. . 

I believe in river and harbor improvements. I have voted for 
every river and harbor appropriation bill but one reported by the 
Committee on Commerce during the past nine years. Therefore I 
cannot be charged with any animosity so far as their :reports are 
concerned. 

I know that committee is an able one; I know its chairman is an 
honest man; but I know, too, that there has grown up in this House 
within the last ten years a purpose to pass that bill under a suspen­
sion of the rules; and I know that the growth of that purpose here 
in this House has brought scandal upon the Congress of the United 
States. I do not say that scandal has been deserved ; I do not say 
the Committee on Commerce ever reported any items of appropria­
tion that they ought not to have reported; I state only the naked 
fact that the Congress of the United States has been scandalized all 
over this country because of the forcing of snoh bills through this 
House under a suspension of the rules. I know that the average 
man must inevitably ask the question, "Why this haste Y If my 
claim must first be considered in Committee of the Whole, involving 
as it does only a hundred or a thousand dollars, why in the name of 
common sense shall $8,000,000 be driven through without any such 
consideration Y" 

I say it is not strange that such a practice has scandalized this 
Congress. It ought not to have been attempted; it should never be 
repeated. And why f When I signed that report of the Committee 
on Rules I had fears that the Committee on Commerce had power 
enough in this House to defeat the report so far as it might affect 
them. I believe, however, that it will not have power enough ever 
again in this House, after this discussion and after the discussion in 
the public prints, after the attention of the people has been called to 
the matter. I do not believe that committee will ever again have 
power enough to command two-thirds of the votes of this House for 
the passage of such a bill befor~ it shall have first received consid­
eration in the Committee of the Whole. I doubt if any member of 
that committee will have the courage to rise in his place and ;i,sk 
that the rules be suspended and the bills passed. If this result shall 
be accomplished I will have done all that I hoped to do. 

Now as to the Committee on Appropriations. That committee has 
seemed to be the object of attack even more than the Committee on 
Rules. And while I have great confidence in the Committee on Ap­
propriations, yet I do sympathize with the assaults which have been 
made upon it. It seems to me that it is the usurping committee of 
Congress. And while there is a rule here reported which does not 
change their powers, it was not the unanimous report of our com­
mittee and did not receive the indorsement of all its members. It is, 
reported under the resolution to which I have alluded, that wher~ 
we could not agree unanimously upon an amendment the old rule.. 
should be reported. 

I do not believe that the Committee on Appropriations should have-. 
the powers of legislation as granted in this rule. I agree with the. 
gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] and the. gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON] in that. When I see the Committee on, 
Appropriations taking our whole consular and diplomatic system, . 
and in ten days' time, without, certainly, any adequate or requisite , 
knowledge of what they are doing, smash through it as a ~ad b~l t 
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would smash through a china shop, it has always occurred to me that 
that committee had better attend to their legitimate business and let 
the business of the Committee on Foreign Affairs alone. I do believe, 
and my experience both in a republican House and in a democratic 
House has forced me to that belief, that there should be a restriction 
.upon that committee; that the right of legislation, whether in re­
duction of expenditures or ~ot, should be taken away from them. 
Let the Committee on Military Affairs report to the House all laws 
affecting the Army; Naval Affairs, those relating to the Navy; For­
eign Affairs, those touching our diplomatic service, and so on, each 
committee adhering to its jurisdiction. Then let Congress enact into 
laws such of the reported bills as are deemed just and necessary. 
Then let the Committee on Appropriations appropriate the money 
required by these laws. 

What does the "reduction of expenditures" amount to f Some of 
us have seen members put in the chair here, and from their rulings 
learned that the words were without meaning. There is hardly any­
thing offered by the Committee on Appropriations that has not been 
ruled as germane and as reducing expenditures. And in the old days, 
when we had charge, I say to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Cox] whom I see near me, we were not much better int.his than the 
democrats are now. 

Mr. COX. Not so good. 
Mr. FRYE. Oh, a little better, [laughter,] because I remember 

that a majority of the democrats in this House united with the mi­
nority of the republicans to pass th;:i,t famous and .notorious salary 
bill, the back-pay grab. 

Mr. COX. Do not look at me; I did not vote for it, and I did not 
take the money. 

Mr. FRYE. I think the gentleman said on this floor tha.t he wan ten 
to, and the man who looks upon a woman tu lust after her--[laugh­
ter.] 

Mr. COX. I did not say so. I made the only speech against it. 
You had better be more just, for Maine is in trouble. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. Chairman, Maine was in trouble a little while ago. 
.A host of fusionist-s, democrats, and green.backers, like those barbarous 
tribes of the North who used to sweep down upon the plains to de­
-vastate and destroy, came down upon t.he good old State of Maine 
.and attempted to destroy her. But, thank God, they h ave gone back 
to their fastnesses again, and thanks to their conduct they never will 
return. [Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. COX. I never said anything against your brother-in-law, and 
I never will. [Great laughter.] 

Mr. FRYE. I had supposed, 1\Ir. Chairman, that when this demo­
cratic brother-in-law married a good respectable woman it would re­
sult in a change of heart, and make him respectable. I am sorry to 
say that I have something to say against him myself. He did not 
experience any change of heart; he is a loco-foco still. [Continued 
laughter.] 

Mr. COX. I know that the republican party used to take care of 
their brothers-in-law in the early days. I did not know but they 
would keep up the custom now. I want the gentleman to keep to 
the rules. 

Mr. FRYE. I will remind the gentleman of the old rule that no 
gentleman shall speak except from his seat. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX. This committee has proposed to repeal that. I am show­
ing the gentleman how the new rule will operate .in practice. [Re­
newed laughter.] 

Mr. FRYE. Now, Mr. Chairman, so far as I am concerned, not 
speaking for the committee, I am in favor of the amendment pro­
posed by the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] and by the 
gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. ROBESON,] and I reserved the right 
to offer such an amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to trespass for this length of time 
upon the committee, but it did· seem to me that some feeble voice 
should be raised in slight commendation of our six weeks of hard 
work. If the old members, familiar with the rules, cannot see any­
thing to admire, I thought that some of the younger ones might 
look over our work with favor as an aid to them ; and perhaps the 
-0\der ones might see "lifts to the lazy." 

I believe that as a whole these new rules are a great improvement. 
As a matter of course, they are not perfect; they are open to criti­
cism; they are open to amendment; and the committee itself will 
delight in real amendments which may be offered in this House and 
adopted. I believe that the debate which shall spring up here in the 
Committee of the Whole under the five-minute rule will be of great. 
value to this House, and I wish to say now to gentlemen on this side 
that if there ever was a time when it was their duty to be here on the 
floor, taking part in the· business of this House, it will be when these 
rules are under consideration in Committee of the Whole. I sin­
cerely hope that.every republican member of the House will be found 
here to vote upon these rules and any amendments that may be 
offered. [A pp la use.] 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, in view of the order of the House 

.and the hour naual for adjournment, there is but one hour left for 
general debate on this report. I beg the Committee of the Whole to 
remember that the Committee on Rules ha-s not been heard, e:J:cept 
through the gentleman last occupying the floor, nor will it take the 
hour remaining, for the reason that the gentleman from New York 

[Mr. Cox] believed, not without just cause, that he was entitled to 
one hour during the debate to-day. The Committee on Rnles yields 
the only remaining hour to the gentleman from New York, and will 
trust to its opportunities under the five-minute rule to explain any 
points at issue as the discussion may go on. ·I yield to th,e gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairman, I favor this report. If I hereafter see 
reasons to amend it, it shall not be loaded down. If it is loaded, I 
will vote to save it_s provisions. 

Whatever may be said about changing the substance of our rules 
as to a better division of our labor and the responsibility of our mem­
bers and committees, this much may be said: that it is high time their 
incongruities and disarrangement· in our book of parliamentary prac­
tice were reconciled, and the obsolete rules expunged. The present 
Digest lacks brevity, harmony, and perspicuity. 

Its methods and principles may be all right, but, like the tools of a 
mechanic, they should not only be up with the last invention, uut 
handy to get at and keen for use. The report of the Committee on 
Rules means advancement in this latter direction. Whether 1ihe 
committee has substantially altered so as to better the rules for for­
warding our business in the proper path I will not now discuss. 
Doubtless the leading thought about rule.s for governing a legislative 
body like ours should be to carry out the will of its legal majority, 
while not restraining any proper effort of the minority to hinder and 
enlighten that will. 

But, sir, let us not forget that an unrestrained will in this House 
may be equivalent to no expression of responsible will. It nullifies 
itself by excess. It is hardly, therefore, to be conceded, as the com­
mittee state it, that the powers of a minority to "check temporarily, 
if not permanently, the action. of a majority should not be invaded 
or restricted." To allow this would consume the very power it is 
intended to conserve. 

OBJECT OF Rl'.JLE&. 

While we should not unnecessarily impede the execution of the will 
of the House, let us surround our proceedings with every possible 
restraint which will insure deliberation. To deliberate means to weigh. 
It does not mean to jump or to overslaugh by mere votes; nor by 
clamor to drown, or by force to coerce . 

To subserve this main end of legislative procedure, namely, delib­
eration, let us avoid ·giving too much fluency to everything which 
comes here. Why should we render facile our seven thousand propo­
sitions in the form of bills here, every Congress, from that which would 
insert God in the Constitution to that which would regulate our being 
shaved on Sunday T Whence this desire for facile legislation! Is it 
owing to the civil war, or to our more recent tendencies to give the 
glamour of regality to this Federal center, that we forget the original 
rules and simple modes of our patriotic faith, not merely as a party 
now in supremacy, but as unpartisan interpreters of the ConstHution 'f 

Our rules have been in existence for eighty-nine years-from 1790 
with various modifications until now. That is true; but does it follow 
that we should change the rules made by men who made the organic 
law and who enacted laws under it T The earlier legislators under­
stood the genius of our federal polity. Except for great and never 
for transient causes their edifice should not be defaced or destr'lyed. 
The men who made these rules from time to time were jealous of Fed­
eral power. They believed in home government. They did not intend 
that this city should be the gorgeous head of an empire while the 
States, in manacles, were to be dragged along in some victor's train 
behind an imperial chariot. The rules, if questioned, interpret this 
jealous and prudent philosophy, and I am glad the Committee on 
Rules has not substantially changed their essence and principle. 
When we undertake to make easy federal methods of legislation do 
we not open the sluices through which no end of perilous legislation 
may rush to inundate and upturn Y 

The committee have said in their report that in the Sixth Con­
gress, which convened December 2, 1779, ther~ were two hundred 
and ninety-eight bills introduced and reported, while in the Forty­
fifth Congress, which convened October 15, 1877, there were sixty­
five hundred and seventy-nine bills introduced. The number of peti­
tions to which they refer are not consequential, for the press and tele­
gram have made petitions almost dead, if not ridiculous. 

These facts which the committee narrate not only command us to 
make a revision of our rules for the dispatch of business, but call a 
serious halt on the dangerous compounding and absorption of all 
powers in the Federal Government. Hence, for a larger thought 
than. ·that of economy, there &hould not be given too much facility 
for legislation, either by the constitution of new and easy ways for 
money bills, or to prevent liberal discussion and amendment. Stand­
ing upon the ancient ways, and ready to make the best breviary for 
our legislative conduct, I hail this careful effort of the committee 
to perfect our rule , upon which much of the plea.sure and utility of 
legislative work depends. 

ECOl\OlfY AND ITS OPPOSITE. 

It is to be regretted, .Mr. Speaker, that on the threshold of this de­
bate efforts are made to' make easy a class of appropriations that ap­
peal to the elements of mercenary and local aggrandizement. The 
first question which meets us in the discussion of the seventh clause 
of Rule XI, (page 32:) "To commerce: to tlie Committee on Commerce, 
[but they shall report the bill known as the river and harbor bill for 
reference to the Committee on Appropriations."] The debate on 
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this rule seems to turn upon questions of economy and prodigality ; 
general legislation and local greediness. In fact, the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] almost confesses this to be the issue when he 
says~ "I doubt not it will be developed that this n·ew rule will be 
sustained by every member who doubts the propriety and the policy 
of this class of appropriations." And the honorahle gentleman then 
proceeds, after a handsome statement of his views, to caU for "one 
bill "-only one-" to come before this House to put a quietus to that 
sort of demagogy and misrepresentation" with which he charged 
members and editors by wholesale. This is the courteous way in 
which the gentleman from Texa.s opens this debate. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is such unwarranted statements as these, and 
not the bills themselves, that have caused the scandal referred to by 
the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. COX. The scandal referred to by the gentleman from Maine h; 
ba~ed upon the opinion drawn by the newspapers and members from 
these statutes. Just look at them. The like was never known in the 
old democratic days, . when the gentleman from Texas and I served 
here before the war. Why, sir, from an appropriation of 2,000,000 
ten years ago you have jumped up to $8,000,000. How much was it 
in the old days when we served together and held to the old demo­
cratic tenets T Nothing at all scarcely. We of course made appro­
priations for general objects. The statement of my colleague [Mr. 
LAP~"\1] that we opposed all appropriat.ions for rivers and harbors 
is not correct. We are ready now and at all times to vote appro­
priations for general objects. But when appropriations are made for 
every little stream that can possibly be found in our encyclopredias 
or our geographies, my friend from Texas comes in and justifies it as 
democratic policy. 

The gentleman talks about being made the clerk or amanuensis of 
another committee! Now, mark you what he would make of us! If 
be cannot play, as Hamlet's friend, on a little lute, yet he would play 
on you and me and all of us! He would make us here his mechan­
ized automata, as he has under his suspension of rules, for $8,000,000! 

I am not, for one, tolerant of this kind of attack. The gentleman 
has missed his channel and overflowed his banks. He needs public 
improvement. He simply passed his immense bills because he could, 
not beca,use he ought, and we are again reminded that it can be done 
again. Like the sailors in Shakespeare's Isle of Prospero, he is so full 
of valor that he smites the very air for breathing in his face and beats 
the ground for kissing of his feet! 

Is it not bad enough when our tariffs are made and unmade at the 
behest of classes and sections, irrespective of the masses and the . 
equities ¥ The history of our tariff shows that all the votes given 
on our tariffs since that of 1790, with rare exceptions, have been de­
pendent upon local material and individual interests. When there 
was a low and liberal tariff to be made, the West and the South gave 
it their sanction. When an illiberal and high tariff was to be made, 
the capital invested in manufactures gave its suspicious tenor to 
the tariff. Still more notably the tariffs during the war and after 
it illustrate my thought. 

Bnt is it not time that, irrespective of sections, combinations for 
immense exactions for public works, not comparable to .tariffs, for 
insidious robbery, which are made by bills-what are called log-rolling 
bills-should cease f Are they not framed regardless of all constitu­
tional clauses or interpretations by court or veto T Are they not as 
regardless of all fairness in the division. of the loot as of the tradi­
tional policy of internal improvements which limited the appropria­
tion to genera.I C\bjects, such as coasts and inland seas f 

Will it be believed that the appropriation for one of these years 
was such that even the omnivorous maw of the Grant administration 
refused to expend it ' As the Speaker has shown us, the amounts 
of these appropriations have grown enormously in late Congresses, 
under the exclusive direction of the Committee on Commerce. But 
this is not my complaint so much; it is that they have grown be­
cause; under the system of allowing the Committee on Commerce to 
make such bills, they have nqt only diminished and dimmed their 
own sphere of legislation as the initial and conservative forces of 
our trading people, and thus have made our legislation a by-word and 
a shame, but they have, as I onc:e before- demonstrated, set at naught 
every principle of free challenge by debate and amendment, which 
is the very life and soul of every parliamentary body in Europe and 
America. 

DIPLOMATIC REFORMS. 

It was said by the gallant gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Hoo KER] 
that if t he Committee on Appropriations should take cognizance of 
the river and harbor bill and report it, why should not other com­
mittees t ake charge of business connate with their special func­
tion Y Or to illustrate his thought: Here is the Committee on For­
eign. Affairs, upon which I serve as chairman. Do I want the diplo­
matic and consular bill referred to my committee f If I desired to 
aggrandize its importance or my own, perhaps we would desire to make 
the appropriation bill. 

But is not the language of the very rule reported by this Committee 
on Rules so framed that the reporting of the river and harbor appro­
priation bill might be given to the Committee on Commerce, while 
its final revision comes before that committee which must take the 
broadest, most comprehensive, and indispensable scope of the whole 
horizon of finance Y 

Many years since I urged that our diplomatic missions might well 

be curtailed, in so far as ministers and envoys are concerned. The 
money employed in that direction might well be applied to consuls and 
commercial agents, in the interest of trade and commerce. On the 
proper occasion I may repeat and enforce some of these earlier thoughts. 
Indeed, the House has already instructed our committee to report 
wherein they can cut off the dead limbs of the diplomatic tree. There 
is no reason why we should not lop off all of its deadness, even to the 
eradicating of its sapless and expensive root. It is said by Schiller 
" that for thirty years Germany stood with her hand on her sword, 
and every rustle of a leaf disturbed her." This has been the condi­
tion of Europe the last summer, yet there was scarcely any of onr 
diplomats at their posts during this terrible period. St. James was 
vacant and St. Petersburg empty, and those who filled other missions 
were like thl:} false god Baal at whom Elijah mocked: "Cry aloud: 
for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a 
journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be a waked I" During 
this period many of our citizens were traveUng abroad; but had they 
any special terror on account of this European imbroglio f Would 
they have felt or been more safe if our diplomatic functionaries had 
been at the capitals of Europe, dining with or dancing attendance 
upon titled personages f Who loses a wink of sleep in this country 
because one minister fails to attend the Queen's levee in a spiked­
tailed coat and a favor in its lapel, or another minister fails to shiver 
in the antechamber of the ice palace of the Czar f People rarely miss 
vacancies, and who misses those ministers' "What a precious saving 
it has been, this vacancy which they created. How cheerfully we 
would part with all of them, provided we retained in the Treasury 
their salaries. 

But if the Committee on Foreign Affairs would rid the country of 
these superfluous appendages, have they not the chance without hav­
ing exclusive control of the diplomatic appropriation bill T Have we 
not the right to report a general bill repealing existing laws creating 
these offices 7 Cannot we prepare amendments to the appropriation 
bill for such a purpose and take the sense of the House upon them Y 
When the majority of the Houso favor ssuch motions cannot it be 
done f If we have left the right to amend appropriation bills, when 
they come up in Committee of the Whole, or if preliminarily we may 
report appropriation bills on special subjects for the :final revision of 
the Appropriation Committee, what then f Nothing, except greater 
guards over the strong-box in the Treasury. Let as, therefore, leave 
to the Committee on Appropriations its general supervision which is 
indispensable to our fiscal system. 

DIVISION OF FISCAL COMMITrEES. 

I am the author of a resolution adopted in the last session of the 
Thirty-eighth Congress, on the 2d of March, 1865, which divided the 
old Committee of Ways and Means into three committees-one for 
appropriations which paid out the money, one for ways and means 
which brought it in, and one on the Banking and Currency, which 
had control of the kind of money. I was moved to do this, and sus­
tained by the House, because of the inordinate income, through bonds 
and taxes, as well as our vast outgo, involving thousands of millions, 
all in charge of one committee. The immense amount and variety of 
the business of the Ways and Means then seemed to call for a division 
of labor and responsibility. But I see no reason further to divide this 
fiscal business, and much against it. The division my rule m_ade was 
philosophic and salutary. It gave unity to the business of three com­
mittees without much disturbance. 

Is it said now that the Ways and Means are shorn of their proper 
functions f Have they not plenty to do T Judging by a glance inside 
of their splendid chamber, with its clerks and clocks, mirrors and 
messengers, and by the intellectual make-up of the committee and 
the genteel style of its distinguished chairman-it is not fair to infer, 
as we do sometimes, that its only function is to move to adjourn. 
Are not all the revenues, involving all the network of interests of this 
country, hanging upon the door-knob of that superb committee 1 It 
has even had referred to it the matter of conventional treaties in con­
nection with customs. Where is the limitation of its periphery Y 
Go to the uttermost parts of the earth, and lo, it is there. In spite of 
all protests of my elegant colleague [Mr. Woon] was he not bailed 
at the capital of the grand nation, not only as the head of the dem­
ocratic party, but as the creator, avatar, guide, and genius of every 
measure looking to the glory and magnificence of American institu­
tions f Is not that committee now in the throes of a great system of 
refunding¥ Shall it be three and a half or four f And are we not 
waiting daily for the birth of the child, forgetful of all the tariff bur­
dens of our land T 

But, sir, with this immensity of business and importance its func­
tion has its beautiful and rounded unity. It is expressed in the word 
"income," just as "appropriations" has it in the word "outgo;" as 
"banking and currency" have it in "what-go," and as the people's 
committee~ the Committee of the Whole, has it in "how you all come 
and go!" [Applanse.1 

EXPERIE..~CE OF OTHER LEGISLATURES. 

In other countries which have deliberative assemblies there are 
various modes of representing the various administrative departments 
of government. Sometimes the labor of these departments aTe final, 
but as liberty obt ains we notice that the revision a.nd sap.ction of e. 
legislative body become indispensable to incomes and outgoes. The 
system of pel'manent committees on the "budget" (bag or purse) 
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prevails only in a few countries; ours is one. In other countries the 
chambers of Jegislative bodies have but little to do besides register­
ing and appropriating the estimates of the government. Belgmm is 
a good example for several purposes. There the chambers are divided 
into six sections. They correspond with the six ministerial depart­
ments-justice, foreign affairs, interior affairs, finance, war, and public 
works. Each division takes what belongs to it just as we do now in 
the Honse. 

But in nearly all these countries where legislatures exist commis­
sions on the budget having this one business are created, who pass 
upon the expenditures, and in nearly a.11 the final vote is reserved to 
the legislature on financial propositions. Let us beware of giving up 
to any committee the power of final adjudgment on revenues and 
taxes, on tariffs and bonds. . 

It is argued, with plausibility, that legislative action has not, in the 
countries where such est.ablishments are gifted with power over tax 
and pay, shortened public expenditures or held down administrative 
abuses. Well, the world generally, sir, is increasing the cost of its 
governments. This is owing to wars and other deviltries. There is no 
luxury equal to that of a government if its excessive cost is the touch­
stone. Now, is it true that the best government, or I should say patri­
otically, our democratic-republican government, is the most expen­
siveT We are by no means the worst. True, we have much to do in 
cutting off excrescent expenses. It takes all we can do to keep 
watch over the generals, and lieutenant-generals, and major-gener­
als, and brigadier-generals, and their staffs, and foragers and what 
not ; together with our admirals, rear and otherwise, and the army 
and navy of useless placemen, on sea and land. We have a waste­
ful and ridiculous excess of these decorative folk. Considering our 
remoteness from European nations and troubles, we should be happy 
that the processes of science have not brought us nearer. But is 
this a reason against free and legislative rule f Is it true that ex­
penditures go up when legislation handles them T Y~t, it seems so 
in Belgium. In 1835, with a population of 3,876,000, it spent -only 
seYenteen and one-half millions of our dollars. In 1875, with a popu­
lation of 5,336,000, the cost of governing ran up more than $5,000,000; 
or, to be exact, two hundred and fifty-six millions of francs. Forty 
years more that doubled its cost, and that, too, pfff capita. What a 
lesson is here, if all the facts are considered T First, Belgium has a 
money measure of suffrage; in consequence the minority of the people 
furnish the parliamentary majority; second, one-third of the 100,000 
privileged voters are interested in large outlays for public works, and 
in employment upon them; for the government not only constructs 
public works, but runs mails, telegraphs, and half of the railroads. 
No wonder they have a special committee on "public works I" But 
in Denmark, where the largest suffrage prevails, the government is 
frugal but sufficiently generous. The peasants and workingmen join 
in the lower ho~se in all liberal supplies; but neither in Belgium 
or Denmark, or other nations, do they have committees which gag 
through bills by two-thirds, without chance to change the supply or 
to veto separate items. 

In this country, Congress, if left free, will not increase but diminish 
expense. It is a crude idea that when you trust the House to debate 
and amend, that then the increase ensues. The tendency to cut down 
both the estimates of the Departments and of committees, if freedom 
is left to the legislature, comes from the universal desire for economy 
expressed in the platforms of parties, professed by all politicians in 
deference to public virtue . ..An argument against freedom in this 
House on fiscal matters, is an argument for the Russian system, where 
a life council named by the Crown has charge of the budget, sub­
ject to the imperial sanction. It is an argument for despotic rule. 

RIVERS AND HARBORS. 

When it is said that the excision of expenditures has been more 
when the liberty of debate has been suppressed, I doubt and deny it. 
A higher rule should regulate that, and that is, that whatever should 
be levied in the shape of taxation, or spent for even the most luxuri­
ous government, should have the will of the people under the widest 
conditions of investigation and correction. This is the essence and 
tradition of public liberty, and is in accordance with the rule re­
ported as to the final supervision of the Appropriation Committee 
of the river and harbor bill. To fix the proper responsibility -for 
spending the people's money, I would go further and discard utterly 
the rule by which appropriations of any kind should go through, 
without debate. I would favor no process of juggling bills through 
by giving special pap to certain places. 

No legislation, nnder rules liable to be suspended without debate 
or amendment, where money is divided around, is either republican, 
democratic, fair or just, even if it were economic in some instances. 

But, sir, I gave my reasons for this when the river and harbor bill 
was crowded through the House by stifling amendment and debate, 
under a suspension of the rules on a two-thirds vote. I disfavor any 
attempt to give this important matter of public improvement to the 
Committee on Commerce, first, because the very constitution of that 
committee, selected generally from commercial or quasi-commercial 
localities, as well as our best experience, ha.s demonstrated the ex­
travagance of such a committee beyond a parallel. 

What is best to be done under our present conditions f Who cares 
~ether ''Appropriations," or "Roads and Canals," or "Commerce" 
have heretofore had this business f Suppose the file shows no prece­
dent, let us make a precedent! 

LEGISLATIVE LIBERTY AND LIBERTINISM. 

The issue is well made by the honorable Speaker and those who sus­
tain him against the prodigals. The conrest is between legislative 
liberty and pecuniary libertinism ! 

When I had the honor to report Rule 120 in the Forty-fourth Con­
gress, drawn by Judge Holman and sent to the Committee on Rules, 
the work of retrenchment began. It is this rule that calls for the elo­
quent objurgation of the gentlemanfromMinnesota, [Mr. DUNNELL,] 
and others who have just spoken. He honors us. There was no such 
aid ever here for economy as Rule 120: The honorable Speaker was 
then chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, while for much of 
the time I was chairman of the Committee of the Whole to interpret 
the rule. We assisted in a work for which the people should be thank­
ful, but which we have already forgotten, because we have taken lazy 
steps, though in the sam~ direction. When, therefore, it was pro­
posed to bring in a river and harbor bill and pass it, with its millions, 
over our heads without debate, without a word of debate or an amend­
ment, as a Representative of a taxed people I protested in writing, 
and my protest was backed by some forty members. We only obtained 
debate by what was deemed almost an insult to the House, and that, 
too, after the protest, and after the bill had passed. I called it a. raid 
on the Treasury, a pillage, and what not-very questionable language. 
The words were taken down, and so was I. 

I should have studied the language of the bandit of Thibet: He does 
not say in gruff, unpleasant voice, and with horrid menace," Stand and 
deliver! Your money, your horse, or your cloak!" Oh, no; but he 
says in the blandest way, "My dear elder brother, it is a hot day; 
your cloak, if you please," or " I am tired of locomotion on foot. I 
see, my beloved, that thou hast a noble steed; wilt thou dismount'" 
By similar sweet paraphrases I might have designated the bills which 
have been produced from the Committee on Commerce. Were they not 
the pleasing combination of all mercenary suavity and local endear­
ments; dainty bits of succulent reciprocity, for the mutual good of 
the beloved constituencies with large water-frontage; by no means 
for local greed and political corruption, but bills to aid poverty in 
its distress, to make happy the leaders of parties in congressional 
districts; in fine, as my friend from West Virginia [Mr. KENNA. 
would phrase it in his optimistic advocacy of fifty millions a year 
for this purpose: "to give transportation to onr commodities, em­
ployment to our people, and prosperity to the country." But, sir, 
who pays for it! That is not answered. Do not the people know' 

OF SALT, ETC.-TA.BIFFS, ETC. 

· Every man in this la.nd pays an insidious tax of 35 per cent. on his 
own person. From the crown of his head or hat to the sole of his boots 
he is taxed by an infamous sy8tem, which puts much into the pockets 
of the few, or a little out of the pockets of the rich for the Treasury. 

Salt is an example. It is next to bread! Can that which is unsa­
vory be eaten without saltT How our people North and South fought 
for the salt wells! And yet how easy we give them up to the pillage 
of protection, notwithstanding the needs and demands of the people for 
their enlargement! 

An Arabian tale has it that some one looked down into the secrets 
of the earth and saw all its treasures. He had his choice; he selected 
the crystals of salt. 

Salt ought to be as cheap as bread. It is a universal necessity. It 
should be cheap to all. It is said that Elisha healed the waters and 
stopped the dearth in the land by scattering salt upon them. We 
have no fear of dearth, and our pestilence has departed, but there is 
a burden but little worse in the infamous tariff upon some fifteen 
hundred articles, one of which is salt. Ah! but it is said that we can 
make it for nothing. Then whymakesomuchclamor for its protection f 

As a member from Pennsylvania declared to me, he voted against 
the bill because "it was an entering-wedge." Wedge into what T 
Into the system which despoils the many for the few, which puts an 
indirect tax of hundreds of millions upon the people and but a tithe 
of it into the Trea-sury. That system, as to salt especially, was sus­
tained by the votes of the gentlemen from Michigan, Texas, and West 
Virginia, who appeal for these improvements from the common 
Treasury, and refuse to lighten the tax on the poor man. 

The interest of salt fish, I see by a report, belongs to the Commit­
tee on Commerce. After many yea.rs of strug~le we upset the bounty 
on New England fish, but kept salt free for rlsh. Why cannot it be 
made free for the poor man's pork and potatoes Y · 

Salt! Why, do we not know that it only brought 786,042.20 to 
the Treasury in 1877; $754,382.74 in 1878; and $798,647.80 in 1879! 
By our system of tariff we put twelve cents per hundred pounds tax 
on all of it in sacks and barrels and 20 per cent. ad valorem on it in 
cakes. Yet the gentleman from Texas favors a continuance of this 
tax. Why Y Does he not know that ten times these sums reach 
Onondaga, Kanawha, and Michigan 'i Does he favor free salt for fish 
and not for potatoes and pork f [Laughter.] He does. Rea-0. this 
volume on "Imported Commodities" from the Treasury and you will 
see the" salt withdrawn (free) for curing fish" the· past year. It is 
all New England, from Barnstable to Wiscasset. Where is the free 
withdrawal of salt for pork from Cincinnati and Saint Louis Y 

All and each of these champions of river and harbor extravagance 
voted a<Tainst cheap salt. Texas joins with West Virginia. That was 
a snrpriSe. It was no surprise when Michigan completed this pro­
tective saline triumvirate. 

Mr. REA.GAN. I wish to say one word. I have been trying to get 
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-these $200,000,000 on the free list reduced, and the taxes distributed 
-0ver a larger :field. But when we put something on salt we shall 
have to put much less on cotton and woolen goods, and iron and 
-steel, and hats and shoes. 

Mr. COX. It is the old story. You do not commence at the right 
end. Why, sir, salt is like bread; t.he people demand it. You come 
up here with this tax on it and say "You shall have free salt for :fish." 
New England gets it. Here is the hst in the last report. But when it 
ceomes to free salt for potatoes and for pork, you refuse it. [Laughter.] 

If this goes on-if these moneys are to be forever paid to assist to 
make artificial water conrses, against providential arrangements­
where will you get your natural scenery t [Laughter.] 

Mr. REAGAN. Before the gentleman gets away from his criticism 
-0n appropriations, I want to say that if he will look to the State and 
the city he represents, he will find that New York obtained in the last 
.appropriation bill nearly twice as much as the State of Michigan. Is 
it this he is objecting to before his constituents t 

Mr. COX. Now mark how I will put down the statesman from 
Texas. [Laughter.] I have always voted against these bills. I 
voted against Hell Gate and the other gates of that nature. I never 
voted to push Hell Gate through on an appropriation bill without 
the right of amendment or debate. The people of New York City 
would never approve my course if I supported such a vicious legisla­
tion. Now is not the gentleman a little sorry he interrupted met 
[Laughter.] 

To return to salt : 
Give some gentlemen a tariff and an appropriation and, as was said 

<>f a Spaniard and a bull-fight, "you may burn his father at the stake 
in a cassock painted in the flames of hell." Texas joins with West 
Virginia; but Michigan will have the lead, both in laying custom 
duties and demanding harbor improvements. Still, it is impossible 
to tell which of the three eloquent stipendiaries has made most of 
this situation for local renown-

! shall as soon pronounce what Grace more neatly 
Trips it before Apollo than the rest. 

But before I go further into my time, allow me to pay my atten­
tion to the gentleman who has been so ~nxious to make personal re­
marks about myself and my legislative conduct. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Ho RR] has been pleased to make 
:apecial reference to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and to myself. 
His manner was too kind and gentle to be offensive; but he must be 
reminded that his argument for the aggrandizement of his Commit­
tee on Manufactures ought not to be based on the derogatory state­
ment that our committee and myself have only been engaged in 
manufacturing witticisms. The House must have seen that we were 
diligent in our business even at the extra session, and passed all our 
measures. There are no witticisms from a committee of that dignity. 
The corn speech to which he refers was made when I was but an 
humble member, not chairman of the committee. No one but my­
self represented that element. Its juiciness was the product of my 
western raising and my eastern distillation. Why should I be a-0cnsed 
of mere play here T Have I not shown some fruits as the result of 
studious work Y Did I not carry through here the Thurman bill as 
to railroads, the life-saving bill, the census, and· many others, which 
might be named f Is it not time to stop this constant depreciation 
of one who really cares little for being here, except to do something 
worthy T Where is the fun in such misrepresentation f Will my 
friend from Michigan bear with me if I give him a lesson in the mat­
ter of congressional debate T Humor is a large part of it. It should 
be ratiocinative, however. It should have a practical object. When 
I happened one day to kill a moth contract by some good-natured 
remarks on that insect and the political analogies it suggested, it was 
because I was informed by a canny Scotchma.n (now Senator from 
Kentucky) that there were facts to be developed. In one minute 
after he gave me the pamphlet I gave it the needed good temper, a.nd 
.a half million was saved. The point is to make your fun dialectic 
.and rational. Did my mend in his speech so brimming with humor, 
.and which tended to make ridiculous the claim of inconsequential 
committees to greater consideration, observe this rule Y I have been 
told his committee took his speech in earnest, met, and proceeded to 
declare he had vindicated them. [Laughter.] They asserted that 
they had been neglected, and would claim their rights to all questions 
as to manufactures. This, of course, would kill my elegant colleague 
<>f the Ways and Means. [Laughter.] He could not survive it. What, 
sir, to have manufactures take away bis tariffs T 

Was there any other object in the gentleman's speech T Did he 
-tell us how he regarded the committee's report, or was he only enter­
taining the House T He was also pleased to refer in a pleasant way 
to some volumes of travel I had written. Thankful for such a no­
tice, I fear he has omitted the one most apposite Th~re is a volume 
in my desk I will send to him. It is entitled " Why We Laugh." 

The CHAIRl\iA.N. Tho gentleman will suspend, to receive a mes-
13age from the Senate. Members will take their seats. 

Mr. COX. To resume, as Mr. Sherman would say. [Laughter.] 
When members take tbeir seats will the gentleman take my book i 

[A page took the book t o the me_mber from Michigan, who received 
it graciously.] 

Mr. COX. The volume I send is named " Why We Laugh." I send 
it to the gentleman with my regards, and with a view to ask him to 

regard its philosophy," why "-not "how," nor "at what "-we laugh. 
It will show him that nearly all great natures manufactured witti­
cisms now and then, from Sir Thomas More to Corwin, from J ulill8 
Cresar to the gentleman. [Laughter.] But their wit had a rational 
purpose. They were logical in their laughs. They used what .Aris­
totle knew to be the reductw ad absurdu1n, and what Whately com­
mends as the best means of exposing fallacy and fraud. I wish I 
could read an extract or so before I send my friend the volume. 

Now, m the view of these lessons for mirth; was it logical for my 
friend the other day to call the attention of the House to my body T 
Suppose I am little, was it logical, or parliamentary, or kind to say 
it T It was done without malice, but it permeated every one of my 
two million pores. [Laughter.] Suppose I had the gentleman's im­
mensity of pores, where could not the laughter extend f Then there 
would have been need of some improvements, "because of a loss of 
moisture." [Laughter.] Why, sir, every sweat-gland in my small body 
gave out its mortifying moisture because they were so few compared 
with the pores and glands of larger bodies. [Laughter.] 

Now, sir, I submit, was my sizo a subject for any gentleman's log­
ical laughter T I never claimed, because of its smallness, exemption 
from the demands of courage or in the arena of debate. Laughter is 
health. It oils the joints [laughter] and the countenance, causing it 
to shine. An animal that tries to laugh, like a hyena, is specially 
despised; but a babe, when it first beholds the sunshine, laughs! The 
gentleman was once a babe, [laughter,] an innocent babe-a cherub. 
[Laughter.] He may have children-all little rotundities, all dimpled 
beauties, which with "filtcherin' noise and glee" rush to meet their 
dad-and all like their dam-dam, bad father! I cannot see to read 
it plainly, but it looks like-their dam-bad father. [Roars of laugh­
ter.] Does he not love them Y Doubtless, as all genial natures like 
his love children. But where is the point of making my small per­
son-though I carry the weight of the average man, one hundred and 
forty pounds-the butt of his ridicule T Why should smallness, in 
such an immensity of creation, and when everything may be reduced 
to atomies, be accounted contemptible f I once buried a burly body 
here for insinuating that I was small. I cast his soul, which was very 
small, through a nether keyhole, for he was little in everything except 
in size. 

When one .comes to consider all univen:ial physical relations-the 
size, say, of this dome and the goddess on it, muoh bigger, even, than 
the gentleman, [laughter,] then of the mountains of our earth, then 
of the sun, of Jupiter, or the star Sirius, and then the constellations 
and systems far beyond, pinnacled dim in the intense inane, of crea­
tion, how contemptible a member of Congress seems! [Great laugh­
ter.] Therefore, where or what is the humor of making a member 
of Congress out to be little, and laughing at his size i What is there 
to boast of in this enormity of flesh and size 'f At the best, Goliah 
did not reach more than twice as high and was only one-sixth more 
than the size of some gentlemen here. Lambert, with all his opu­
lence of oil, was only a poor, weak man, unable to grasp what Isaac 
Newton knew-whose mother put him in a quart cup when he was 
born. [Laughter.] SirisaacNewton! Doesthegentlemanthinkhe 
could get into such a cup T [Laughter.] Why then, why should the 
spirit of mortal be proud 'f Proud flesh is not a sign of health. [Laugh­
ter.] 

My friend evidently meant to be familiar with me in two respects: 
First, to humble me for my size; and second, to be witty over what 
I cannot help, my stature. 

I never knew till the other day when I failed to recognize him, 
how imperfect was my body. I took him by mistake for a gen­
tleman from North Carolina. It was my poor eyesightT Yes, on•my 
failure to recognize him, he called me, :first, genial, and, second, little­
all of which implies a rather undue familiarity on a short unrecog­
nizing acquaintance ! [Laughter.] 

I endeavor to debate here impersonally; never refuse to yield; 
never invade another's right; always considermyperson almost as an 
abstraction. I am not proud of my appearance as some men are who 
swell. [Laughter.] Why, sir, I argued against making Congress 
too big ten years ago. Two hundred and fifty was enough. Had I 
knowntheadventofthis leviathan into our troubled waters, !should 
have favored two hundred as our number. [Laughter.] But that is 
to be settled next year. Corpulency is not strength. Let us remem­
ber that! 

When the gentleman was thus belittling me, what was he about T 
Two yards [laughter] or so. Does that, under our Constitution, pre­
vent me bein~ his equa.1 T There is no disability under the law on ac­
count of ones size, only his age or his rebellions antecedents. If 
I were a mountain of mummy, or a Liliputian, I should be eligible 
here. [Laughter.] I represent large folks, fighting folks: [laughter,] 
good folks; they did not measure my girth or take my altitude when 
they sent me here. They did not think me unconstitutional. [Laugh­
ter.] They did not think blubber indicated brains; nor meat man­
hood; or that tumors necessarily tend to intellectuality. They did 
not regard me as unworthy of their trust, because I had not layers of 
lard over immense abdominal muscles. [Prolonged laughter.] They 
are intellig~nt; they know that tissues of fat do not control issues of 
fact or of politics. A man may be five hundred and seventy pounds, 
or several gentlemen rolled into one, yet he might still be as a tallow 
candle to the sun. [Laughter.] 
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What, sir, are none but Falstaffs to be of the elect f If so, the 
House would be overrun with the qualities he is celebrated for, in­
cluding stealing, carcass, and fun. Are we to have only inordinate, 
lumpish incarnations of swelling vanity-behemoths in our congres­
sional waters Y Nothing but butter and no bread f Sir, Shakespeare 
was a master of wit ; and he told us of Falstaff. He knew that 
flesh and frailty go together. [Laughter.] He said the devil would 
never have the fat knight damned, lest the oil that's in him should set 
hell on fire. [Laughter.] How well be advised him! "Make less 
your body and more your grace, for the grave doth gape for yon 
thrice wider than for other men." [Laughter.] 

I am sare I gave my friend no provocation for reducing my dimen­
sions in the RECORD. I hardly knew him, except to trace his path 
over the costly mosa.ic of our corridors, whose leanness he larded 
with the warm flux of his tallow. [Laughter.] 

Suppose be be six feet high, and have an abdomen ten feet in girth, 
with good fat capon lined. [Laughter.] Does the gentleman tell 
me that therefore he can a.ssume airs of superiority, "genial" airs Y 
Suppose he bas a longer oscox:ygis [laughter] and his ancestors had 
a firmer prehensile grip to a Darwinian limb. [Great laughter.] 

Perhaps next he will raise the point of order on me that I cannot 
vote, because my resophagus is not as magnificent as his own, [laugh­
for,] or his phalanges or metacarpus, or, rather, corn-stealers, are big­
ger than those of anv other member. [Laughter.] 

Why should such a one be proud f Falstaff weighed about as much 
as my friend, but he took care not to make his hilarity too lond­
when the prince was about. Will the gentleman still insist on rais­
ing the point on my size f Is it raised as to my sternum f [Laugh­
ter.] If so, I ask him boldly the size of his duodenum Y How is the 
na.ture of his body different that his pericardium should take on airs 
over my medulla oblongata f [Great laughter.] 

I fear my friend's latter end will come sooner than he knows. Cor­
pulence is disease. May he return late into heaven; but he must look 
to his latter end! I am tired of making obituaries here. But if I am 
called on to speak his eulogy I would draw on two eminent poets who 
will combine for such an occai>ion. One is the sweet singer of Michi­
gan and the other Byron. Over his grave let there be inscribed : 

Here lies the body 
of 

Congressman Horr; 
'Tis Greece, 

but 
Living G•rease 

no more! 
Requiescat ! 

[Great laughter.] 
But, sir, all this badinage aside, I desire to quell once and forever 

this aggrandizement of assurance and oil at the expense of modesty 
and tenuity! My pleasure in serving here is of another kind than the 
body gives. AB t he scholar said in Beaumont and Fletcher's "Elder 
Brother"-

[Applause.] 

For know, sir, that the wings on which my soul 
Is mounted have long since borne her too high 
To stoop to any prey that soars r: ot upwards ! 
Sordid and dung-hill minds comr osed of earth, 
In that gross element fix all their happiness; 
But purer spirits, purged and refi.n~d. shake off 
That clog of human frailty. Give me leave 
T' enjoy myself; that place that docs contain 
My books, the best companions, is to me 
A glorious court~ where hourly I con verse 
With the old sages and philosophers; 
And sometimes, for variety, I confer 
With kings and emperors, and weigh their counsels, 
Calling their victones, if unjustly got, 
Unto a strict account, and in my fancy 
Deface their ill-placed statues. 

If it be true, as that same Elder Brother said, that we are a nobler 
substance than the stars, since we have faculties and they have none, 
may it not hereafter be forgotten in our debates that there are dis­
crepancies in the size of our frames not inhibited by the Constitution, 
and then argue justly and impersonally on matt.era of higher moment 
than ourselves. 

FREKCH ILLUSTRATION. 

The gentleman from West Virginia [Mr. KENNA l has selected a 
most unfortunate illustration to sustain his cry for more improve­
ments and more outlay. France is his type. He would have public 
improvements like hers at every door-step. That republic received 
from Napoleon III the mischievous system yet in vogue and so com­
mended by gentlemen. The empire for a score of years literally rev­
eled in extravagance. There was the constant disaster of prodigal 
expenditure till the chief and his honeycombed government fell before 
its own corruption and the German arms. The abuses of France were 
mainly connected with the lush growth of this bad system of govern­
ment improvements. They were made to tickle the peasantry and 
gorge the contractors. When the gentleman boasts of },rench ability 
to pay Germany its millions of indemnity he should at least de­
duct the millions from his estimate of the Napoleonic rule he co~­
meuds. 

When the gentleman refers us to this French custom of giving work 
to the idle, or rather largesses, for improving public works is it not 
but another kind of phrase: Oircenses et paneni-sports and food. Cir­
cuses are cheap ; and we have had four hundred millions of bushels of 
bread to send to others and abroad this year. It is, sir, the old plan 
of killing popular life by the enchantments of debasing indulgence. 
Rome fell, and France has reeled into many a wild, despairing revolu· 
tion with such policies. 

If a conspiracy were formed by devils to destroy this country it 
would be by corrupting the people with largesses and appropria­
tions. 

My friend from West Virginia, [Mr. KENNA,] by his remark that 
he had done more in patriotic endeavor to build up this country by 
such modes than he accomplished in the whole time he was among 
the confederate brigadiers attempting to tear it down, provoked ap­
·plause and laughter! What did he mean f Does he place t?e~e 
services on a par f Do they both belong to the category of patnot10 
endeavor! Is the qnadrumanous activity of "tearing down" the 
way to advance general p~osperity T · . 

I think I understand thl8 analogy from France. But let me agam 
say that when he calculates t he advantages of such policies he must 
deduct from his own credit whatever was the cost of the pa.rt of the 
tearing down which he did. Thus he may estimate the true political 
balance the country owes him I 

I shall do no injustice in debate. Therefore I print what my friend 
from West Virginia has said : . 

It is in the interest of theimprovementof our commercial highways, and to that. 
extent in behalf of the great commerce of this country. It is patriotic and just. 
In conclusion I would add that I have done more iu the patriotic endeavor to build 
up this coun?"Y. by voting these appropriations in the last year or two for t he im­
provement of its commercial highways and the advancement of its general PT?S­
perity than I accomplishe'd in tlie whole time I was among the " confedemte brig. 
adiers" attempting to tear it down. (Laughter and applause.] 

I have often voted general amnesty (and once carried it here in th& 
Honse) to expunge the one side of this civil-war account. I shall 
be glad to do it again. Let there be ample amnesty for all the hot 
distempers and oblivion for all .the brave, misguided chivalry of those 
days of tearing down, but neither amnesty nor oblivion for the me.r­
cenary desecration now of the old temple of democracy, wherem 
is enshrined the best ark of our covenant and the emblems of our 
faith! 

Let me here insert a list of appropriations for certain objects and 
localities. 

App1·opriations for the States of West Vfrginia Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota for 'rivers and harbors, in annual appropriation bills, fr011 
Forty-jfrst to Forty-fifth Congress, inclus-iu. (First session, F01·ty-jirst Cong1·ess, no appropriations in detail.) 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

Rivers and harbors. 

-------------------:1-- - ------------------------ ---

::K.rf :!~::~~~~ ~~=~ :~~~~~~~~~~~: ~;;;~~~ ~~;~=~~~:: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : __ ~: ~~~. ~~: ~ $~ ~~~ ~:: : -s210: 000 - · s9:22: 000 · · siso: ooo - · $~~2: ~~-
Little K anawha . ..... ________ ... _ ........ _-··· .. ···--· ____ · - ·- -······ .. . ...•.•......... ____ . ___ . __ . . •. -··--· __ .. -···-·· .. . 7, 300 18, 000 18, 000 43, 300 
New River--·· .. __ -·._ ....•. __ -··-- ... ·--- __________ ·--.·----- ______ .. _ ....•.. ___ ...•... _ .. . ·--- _ ...•..•.••. --- · ______ __ .. 15, 000 15, 000 12, 000 42, 000 
Monongahela. in West Virginia and Pennsylvania. at Hoard's . 

:Rocks . ___ ---··· .•.........•...•.• ___ -·-. __ ...•.. ·---·-· · - .•..............••. _ _ _ _ _________ --·-·· _ --· ---.--· ___ . ------ ___ . ·--···. __ . 25, 000 

~Ill~~~~~::::::::::·.:::::·::::::::_·::::::.-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : :::::::: :: :::::::: :: ::::::::: ~ggg 
~~=~000~000~0003~. ooo~,300281,000205, 0001, 2;2, 300 

24, 000 
1, 000 

4!), 000 
3, 000-
5, 000 



1880. OONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE . 

.Appropriations for the States of West Virginia, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota for rivers and harbors, g-c.-Continued. 

MICHIGAN. 

•' Rivers and Harbors. 

Ontona!!on....... .. . . . ............ .•.. .• ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . $10, 000 .......••.......... 

~:~q.B:i:i-~ ·.·. :·.: :·.::::: :::::: ::: : :: : :·::. :::::: :: ::: :::::::::: ~: ggg ... ~~: ~~- ... ~~·- ~~~-
Aux Bees Soies.. .... .. .... .. . . . . . .. . . . ... .. . ...... .... .. .... .. 10, 000 10, 000 
Manistee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20, 000 9, 000 10, 000 
Pere Marquette ....•.... ~... •. . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 000 10, 000 10, 000 
White River........................................ . . . . . . . . . . 20, 000 20, 000 10, 000 

~~::~;~~-:::::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 1g: ggg 1~: ggg 1~: ggg 
Black Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 000 10, 000 10, 000 
Saugatuck.................................................... 10, 000 10, 000 15, 000 
South Haven . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . .• . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10, 000 15, 000 12, 000 

15, 000 

10, 000 

7,0CO 

75, 000 
12, 000 
10, 000 
20, 000 

Saint Joseph.................................................. 15, 000 10, 000 3, 000 
Saint Mary's }!'alls, Canal, and River . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . 150, 000 250, 000 300, 000 200, 000 
Au Sable . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 000 10, 000 10, 000 

~:e~ci~:i:#i!lsv:~fo~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1~: ggg 1, 500 4, ooo 100, ooo 
Clinton River.................... . .. . . • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 5, 000 1, 500 .•.........•..•.... . 
Pentwater . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . 10, 000 10, 000 30, 000 20, 000 
Cheboygan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 10, 000 15, 000 15, 000 
Harbor of Refuge and Lake Huron .................•.... •..... . . . . . . . . . . 100, 000 100, 000 75, 000 
:Menomonee, tMiohigan and Wisconsin) . ................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, 000 25 000 
Frankfort . . . . .....•. .. . .... .. ...•.. ..•... ...•.. ....•. ...... . . .•..•.. .. . 10, 000 10; 000 

23, 000 
15, 000 

·-··------
10, 000 

. .......... . .. .... 
10, 000 
10, 000 
50, 000 
15, 000 
10, 000 
10, 000 

2, 000 
200, 000 

·-------·· 
15, 000 

· -··---·--................... 
. ................ 

15, 000 
75, 000 

10, 000 
Mouth of Black River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 15, 000 . • • . . . . • • . . .••.. . •• . 
Monroe . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 000 15, 000 10, 000 

~:ti~6~~ ru;~;:: :: : :: : :: :::: :: : : :: :: :: ::::::: ::::::::: :: : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : :: : : : : : :: : : : ~: ggg ig: ggg 
Detroit River . .....................•...•................................ ·.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, 000 

:~~:.~~~~::::::::.:::::::::::::::: ::::::: :::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::: :: : : :: ::: : : :: ::::::: ::: 

25, 000 
15, 000 

. ................ 
--·--··-- · 

25, 000 
................ 

10, (100 
25, 000 

15, 000 
10, 000 
10, 000 

200, 000 
. .................. 

30, 000 
·--·---··· ................. 
···--·--- -

15, 000 
100, 000 

10, 000 

15,000 
2,000 

------·--
·----··--· 

14, 000 
..... . 

5,000 
15, 000 
15, 000 
15, 000 

3, 000 
10, 000 
12, 000 

130, 000 
1,000 

11, 000 
.................... . 
-··- ---- -· 

10, aoo 
10, 000 
75, GOO 

···~3; iiiic>" 

$15, 000 
2, 000 

·-- -· ---·-
15, 000 

· --·· 
12, 000 

15, 000 
lQ, 000 
2, 500 

12, 000 
12, 000 

175, 000 

25, 000 
5,000 

10, 000 
8, 000 

100, 000 

8, 800 

17,000 
1,500 

·-- ·· ----· 
10, 000 

· ·· ··- ---· 
7, 500 
5, OLO 
9, ono 
6, 000 
5, 000 
7, !'100 
6, 000 

300, 000 
7, 000 
8, 000 
3, 000 

6, 000 
3,000 

75, 000 

4,000 

10, ooo 5, ooo 2, .:;oo 2, ooo 
10, 000 10, 000 15, 000 5, 000 
10, 000 -• • • • • . • • 1, 500 •••••• .. .. 

. • • . . . . . . . . • • • • • . . . . 100, 000 50, 000 
10, 000 12, 000 8, 000 2, 000 

Pine and Saint Clair . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Charlevoix . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ _ 

8, 000 .••••...• . .••..••••.•••••.•••• 
5, 000 .......•.. . •••••.....••••• .. .. 

-..•••.••. . ••• •• . : .. 10, 000 12, 000 9, 000 
Thunder Bay ................................•••...•...........•...................................... .•.••• ..•. .•••••.••. 4,500 ·••••• ..• . ••••••.••. 

WISCONSI~. 

~~~~~&~~~-~~-~-~-~-~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 40, 000 60, 000 50, 000 100, 000 --------- · . --· -..... -.. 3, 000 3, 000 5, 000 
17, 000 17, 500 20, 000 10, 000 10, 000 8, 000 5, 000 4, 000 

Manitowoc ................•.•.............•.................. 20, 000 11, 000 20, 000 10, ODO 10, 000 8,000 15, 000 6, 500 

~!!~'ia.! :::::: ~:::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::: :::::::::: 15, 000 15, 000 18, 000 10, 000 10, 000 12, 000 6,000 4, 000 3, 000 
40, 000 38, 000 10, 000 10, 000 25, 000 26, 000 15, 000 7, 500 

Racine . ..........................•....•...••.......•.......... 10, 000 10, 000 20, 000 10, 000 10, 000 8, 000 10, 000 6, 000 
Kenosha. .... ..........................•....................... 10, 000 10, aoo 10, 000 10, 000 15, 000 8,000 8, 000 5, 000 
Port Wa.~hington ......•...................................... 15, 000 15, 000 15, 000 15, 000 10, 000 10, 000 8, 000 5, 000 7, 500 
Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, improvement .........•........... 110, 000 145, 000 300, 000 300, 000 500, 000 270, 000 250, 000 150, 000 
Two Rivers ...............•...........•........................ ---------- 25, 000 25, 000 25, 000 15, 000 15, 000 5,000 10, 000 20, 000 
Ahuapee ................................••................... ................. 2'5, 000 25, 000 ·--------· . ..... . .. .... .... 25, 000 8,000 8,000 7, 000 
Menomonee, (Wisconsin and Michigan) ....................... . .... .... ......... 25, 000 25, 000 25, 000 8, 000 10, 000 10, 000 
Harbor of Refuge, Sturgeon Bay, and canal ................... .... .................. --------·- ................. 40, 000 10, 000 .............. . ... . 30, 000 30, 000 
Chippewa River .............................................. ................... ....................... . ................. . ................... ....................... .................. 10, 000 10, 000 8, 000 
Saint Croix River ... .......•.................................. --···----- ·--·----- - ·---·--·-· ------ ···------- .................. 10, 000 8, 000 
Harbor of Refuge, Portage .........•...........•............. ·---·--·-- ---------· . ................ ---------- .. ................ ................... --------·- . ................ 10, 000 

MINNESOTA. 

10, 000 10, 000 
50, 000 150, 000 

10, 000 
25, 000 •••••••••• 

10, 000 10, 000 10, 000 .•...••... 1 
100. aoo 120. 000 . • • • . • • . . . 10. 000 I 

35, 000 15, 000 30, 000 25, 000 
,_ ................................................ . ................. . 

Minnesota. River. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 000 10, 000 10, 000 
Falls of Saint Anthony and river above....................... 50, 000 50, 000 50, 000 
Duluth Harbor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60, 000 50, 000 
Look and dam, Meeker's Island. . ...........................................•.............. 

RECAPITULATION. 
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Total. 

105, 000-
185, 500 

5, 000· 
20, 000 

123, 000 
30, 000 

101, 500 
90, 000 

195, 000 
103, 000 

7;),500 
105, 500 

60, 00(} 
1, 905, 00() 

43, 000 
90, 500 

130, 000-
6, 500 

86, 000 
91, 000 
70, 000 
50, 00(} 
57, 800 
15,00(). 
54, 500 
85, 000 
41, 500 

175, 000> 
32,000. 
8,ooa 
5,000 

31, 000 
4, 500 

261, 00(} 
91, 500 

100, 50(} 
93, 000 

171, 50(} 
84, 000 
76, 000 

100, 500 
2, 025, 000 

140, 000 
98, 001> 

103, 000 
110, 000 
28, 000 
18, 000 
10,00C> 

80, 00(} 
580, 00() 
225, 000 
25, 000 

~l~;~:: :: :::::::: :: :: ::: : :::: :: : ::: :: : : ::::::::: :: ::::::: :: : : : : : ::: : : : : : :: :::::::::::::::::::: ::: : : : ::: : : : :: : : : : :: : : :~: :: : :::::::::: :: : : : : : : : : :::: :: $i: iI~: g~ 
Minnesota ...•........ : ........•.•..............................• ··- ···.......... ............••......... .•...•....•....................•.............. ...... 910, 000 

11, 505, 600 

Total amount of annual river and harbor appropriation bills from Forty-first to Forty.fifth Congress, inclusive . .•.........•...................••...•. 54, 96 , 217 

With such a long catalogue of rivers and what not, for improve­
ment, one would think nature bad been niggard toward this land, and 
that the Government in its blessings nad mocked us, as the thirsty 
Tantalus, who had sight of water but no power to use it. Yet our 
rivers a.re long and our lakes are broad, our sea-coast many thousand 
miles, and our harbors beyond comparison. The general features of 
this country are juicy. Yet why waste so much in spoiling them T 
Where shall we venture hereafter, if this goes on, for natural scenery 
and unartificiaJ transportation T All our little and big places are to 
be improved. Is there no work to be done in the mountains, where 
at leru:it "five wild torrents fiercely glad" bound out of some glacier 
into the sunlight and sing the song of the .Alps without desecrating 
the sanctity of nature by the rude bands of sordid legislation f Why 
not, if we must aid the waste places, go to the alkali plains and util­
ize them 1 There are spots where not even an Arab might find a 
date and a camel would not totter to his fall; where even the Bedouin 
would not dream of an houri or listen, in fancy, to the call of the dis­
tant muezzin. 

THE KISKillINETAS. 

These bills, by whomsoever surveyed, engineered, propounded, and 
adopted, had-

All the infections which the sun sucks up 
From fens, bogs, flats. 

AB I read the river and harbor bills of the past two years in the 
statutes, what a commontary comes to my mind! Here are ten pages 
in the second session of the Forty-fifth Congress and thirteen pages in 
the next session. Nearly all these pages are fall of streams unknown 
to any ordinary geography. 

Mr. REAGAN. Does the gentleman refer to the Kiskimineta.s as 
a river ever appropriated for in this Congress 1 

Mr. COX. Oh, I know all about it; the appropriation was only for 
a survey-merely opening a way for an appropriation to improve the 
river. I understand that when the survey took place they bored a 
hole in that stream for abutments, and all the water ran into the 
hole. [Laughter.] 

.Mr. REAGAN. I am sorry--

• 



490 CONGRESSIONAL REOORD- HOUSEO JANUARY 22, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York is not subject to 
interruptions, except by his own consent. Any gentleman desiring 
to interrupt him will please address the Chair in the first instance. 

Mr. COX. I consent to no more interruptions. 
Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman ought to consent when he misrep­

resents facts on a grave subject. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, when he understands whether the 

gentleman from New York consents to interruptions, will govern him­
.self accordingly. 

Mr. COX. I think it likely that in a few minutes the gentleman 
will get up again, and I will then indicate whether I consent to the 
interruption. 

Mr. KELLEY rose. 
Mr. COX. I hope the gentleman will not interrnpt me. 
Mr. KELLEY. I merely wish to ask whether when the Kiskimin­

etas was drained, as the gentleman has suggested, they did not get a 
good turnpike road. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COX. I presume that was the very object of the appropriation. 
A gentleman told me the other day that going through that part of 
Pennsylvania and looking out of the car window he saw some water 
there. An iron furnace was built right on the banks of the Kiski­
minetas, and a little water was used for the purpose of running the 
furnace. All at once the furnace stopped; there were some sows and 
pigs in the stream. They needed public improvement, and the great 
iron interests of Pennsylvania were suffering in consequence. [Laugh-
ter.] . 

These streams named in these statutes I cannot name. 
It would be invidious to name them. Some of course are for sur­

veys; but on page 162, where the "Kiskiminetas and Conemaugh 
Rivers from the mouth of the Kiskiminetas, to the mouth of Stony 
Creek on the ConemaoO'b," assumes importance, as a sample. When 
I read of Rogue River, Duck Creek, Kankakee, Tangipahoa, Chicka­
:aaboy, Mispillion Creek, Wateree, Sebewaing, Gasconade, Minnepe­
saukie, Manitowoc, Scuppernon~, and Chickahominy, they are all in­
cluded in the generic term, Kiskiminetas; they comprehend the prin-
-ciple. [Laughter.] _ 

'!'his gentle stream is recalled by the remarks of the gentleman 
from Texas. He referred to our former debate as to "dry creeks and 
macadamizing." 

From it learn most, if not all, the exuberance of our commerce ap­
propriations. A gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. ELLIS] called the Kis­
kiminetas unpronounceable. To me, it rolls trippingly on the tongue, 
like bubbling honey! Kiskiminetas! There may be seen the Conestoga 
team, with its road wagon, its eight Norman horses, its bells, it.star­
bucket and dog under the wagon- illustrative of tbe earlier days of 
Pennsylvania enterprise. [Laughter.] But what should be said of the 
gentleman from Michigan, or rather Port Huron 'f Is there any appro­
priation bill for rivers and harbors which he has not championed, 
-especially when it had fabulous amounts for his own beloved waters, 
which the foregoing table develops¥ Nearly :five millions in a few 
years and for every little discrepancy in her natural scenery of land 
and water. After all his devotion, I expected to see him follow the 
former member from West Virginia [Mr. HEREFORD] to the Senate; 
but his day will come. Steal gently, ye years of unrequited toil­
.steal away, and givo my vigilant friend his reward on earth be­
fore he attains to that other sphere. 

Being on the Commerce Committee for years, and making his com­
binations with skill and audacity, he has been enabled to draw from 
the Treasury millions of money for his own and other petted locali­
ties. Here are over thirty different pla~es-watering places-all 
wanting money. Water, water everywhere; so that one might ex­
pect to see members from Michigan, like old Aberon, rise here clad 
fo humid vestments 'f 

WHAT ARE THE WILD WAVES SAYING1 

So that it would appear a good deal depends not merely on the 
kind of men who are on the committees, but on their locality. I would 
.as soon expect generosity for abstract principles of general legislation 
when a member is prodded from behind by an avidiousconstituoncy, 
as milk from a male tiger. Gentlemen, as appears by the list, divide 
with no one except when they get the largest share; and only give 
away as much as is necessary to secure their own part of the spoil. 
This legisla.tion reminds me of the old maps of China. They drew a 
square, then a circle inside the square, as large a.s possible. All inside 
the circle except the little four corners was the Celestial flowery king­
dom; all outside were barbarians, and banished from its beatitudes. 
When, therefore, a member speaks with all the soft and sweet vibra­
tions of a Sabbath bell and pleads with such a loving voice for his 
old Committee on Commerce to have control of the river and harbor 
moneys, we know· it simply means the aggrandizement of bis own 
beloved Texas, West Virginia, or 11.fichigan, and who inside of his 
charmed circle w~ reproach him Y 

But he is outstripped far in his water-frontage and his commercial 
interests by my young and i~en nous friend from West Virginia, w.ho 
spoke so eloquently against this rule. Sir, I feel the need of car­
ing for the great commercial enterprises of West Virginia! Our ap­
propriation bills are full of attention to the immensity of her com­
mercial wants. I would speak simply and modestly, as a member 
from the sylvan gla.des and forest repose of the placid coasts of the 
Atlantic; for how can" a satyr who comes staring from the woods 
speak like an oratorT" Recognizing the fa-0t, for I was born in the 

West, on one of its wildest coasts- I mean the :Muskingum- having 
heard in my youth the deafening roar of its tumultuous surf and the 
everlasting shriek of its gigantic stern-wheelers, it is not impossible 
for me to feel and know what the wild waves are saying on _the Big 
and Little Sandy. [Laughter.] 

From creation's dawn till now the tempestuous fury of wind and tide 
and rushing waters has been going- on out West. It became so ince ant 
and so stupendous I retired to the placid, flower-margined banks of 
the placid Atlantic. There my restless spirit found repose; but, sir, 
memory, like the sea-shell which you place to your ear, recalls its 
august abodes, and murmurs as the ocean murmurs there; and in 
studying the duties of my position as a member of the little hamlet 
of New York, I could not fail to recall the wild sublimity of that 
early day when I snaked saw-logs and caught sunfish in the pelagic 
waters and thundering surf of the magnificent Muskingum! 

OIL! 

Ah, sir, there is a happy provi iou of nature. Nature bas her com­
pensations. These tempestuous seas of Western Virginia, these pelagic 
waters, where the dnodolium disports herself, are happily urrounded 
by other elements. of moderation and temperance! Following the 
withdrawal of the bore from the soil of West Virginia rises the :fl.ex­
ile colum;n of petroleum I Oil, sir, oil I By all the gods of Greece, 
oil I Upon these wild and oceanic waters, where tempests roar and 
the despairing sea-gull itself fails to shriek out her agony as a restless 
damned soul-the waters of that State, in their maddening conflicts, 
would long since have <lashed and washed the soil into solution, into 
the Ohio a:nd Missis ippi. Crazy deltas which no skill of Eads could 
remove or remedy, and immence continents which no Columbm1 could 
discover, would have been the consequence. But, sir, oil came to 
pour its healing into the wounds of Nature and to give peace to the 
troubled waters I It must be remembered that one reason for the 
Muskingum and Kanawha being made such general subjects of Fed­
eral anxiety is that its waters are here and there found to be saline. 
This gives added fury to their tempestuosities; and but for oil, and 
appropriations for slack-water and a coffor-uam or so, their wild 
and ungovernable fury in rolling down to the gentle Gulf of Mexico 
and the inviolate sea would destroy utterly all the efforts and l>ank­
rupt all the corporations enga$ed in protecting and leveeing the 
Father of Waters. Thus the child of Kauawha rules the father; and 
by consequence, when we appropriate for the one we aid the other. 
The principle is comprehensive. These terrific and irrepre sible con­
flicts of Kanawha often have their placid moments, when its surface 
is specially oleaginous. Then the human heart longs to ask "What 
were the wild waves saying, brother'" when they were so wild and 
wrathful. 

Hush! I think I hear them whispering, "Glory, honor, praise to 
the member from WestVirginia who made it possible to override all 
the old traditions of democratic faith to care for the commerce of the 
Kanawha I" "Preans and praises to the honored member from Texaa 
who joins the eloquence of the Gulf to the mighty minstrelsy of tho 
ocean in its thunderous diapason to protect the commerce of Kana­
wha aud Port Huron I Immortalization on earth and immortality 
hereafter be to him of Michigan" thunders back" the profound, eternal 
bass" of the league-long rollers which thunder upon those tempestu­
ous coasts! [Applause and laughter.] 

Oh, sir, there is another, another and most inimitable kind of thun­
<ler preparing to reach this Capitol! I mean that of pa blic reproba­
tion. It demands that we have no more appropriation bills from such 
remarkable committees, and something like old-fashioned ways in car­
ing for general interests! 

CONCLUSIOX. 

Mr. Speaker, I would not have entered upon this debate but for the 
personal challenge of the gentleman from Texas to those of us who 
contested with him for amendment and debate on his bills, and whom 
be charges again with misrepresentation and demagogism. Still I 
omit no opportunity, either before the people or here, to insist on the 
old rules of frugality and honesty. I dedicate now my later growth 
as I did my first fruits upon this altar. 

I am not an indiscriminate- praiser of the time past, even in our own 
history; but I admire the Government, in its beautiful proportions 
and divisions, which our honored ancestry built. They built wj er 
than they knew. What other polity could have withstood the shock 
of civil conflict and the demoralization of administration since its 
termination 'f If one of the revered architects of our system could 
appear from his tomb, would he not point with more severity than 
did" buried Denmark" at the present rottenness in the state. Where 
is the old simplicity and purityf Where the old champions 'f Who 
wields the sword of Arthur or the claymore of BruceT Are no~ the 
teachings of frugality of the great men of even a qnarter of a century 
ago habitually disregarded' · The war is responsible for much reck­
less and unconscionable conduct. It is the canker which follows war. 
The iusane greed for wealth, the enormous growth of capital, the ill­
gotten and even well-gotten wealth, public debts and private specu­
lations, shoddy display and superficial fashion, monopolizing corpora­
tions and family greed-the desire to shine in the calcium glare of the 
present feverish round of social and political junketing-these are 
the evidences of a rooted malady, for which the White House and the 
Congress are in part responsible, and to contribute to which this 
insane rage for making public works at every doorstep is a fruitful 

. 
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illustration. Our cradled Her~ules will not grow great upon such 
watery food. • 

I will not say that this would have been otherwise had the demo-
- cratic party, under similar circumstances, given the role to manners 

and men. Yet it· is not without pride that we point to the days when 
an austere simplicity crowned the characters of democrats of the Jef­
ferson and Jackson type. These latter-day utterances, compared with 
the great and austere thoughts of the southern democracy of other 
days, are as the twang of a child's holiday trumpet to the lyre of 
David. We are not a peculiar people. Rome had her Cato; but she 
had her Domitian also. The austerity of the one is in great contrast 
with the frivolity of the other; t>nt the lesson Rome leaves us in mat­
ters of public extravagance as a cure for debasing squalor is pregnant 
with meaning for those who will read her decline and fall under the 
soft allurements of unbridled luxury. 

When, therefore, my friend from West Virginia, whom I greatly 
respect, and who e sins are not like those of the veteran statesman 
from Texas, presents himself as helping the crusades against the 
Treasury for objects which those of the South in the better and elder 
days considered not merely unconstitutional but corrupting, and 
when be associates with these objects the unmercenary object for 
which these men or their sons imperiled all save honor, I must recall 
to him in sadness the sentim~nt which the North will soon learn, that 
there are no permanent trophies cf civil conflict. There is a bridge 
of gold for the heroes of these dire and bloody contests, upon which 
they pass to that other world where no fallible judgment will meet 
them. The flag he :flaunts so flippantly as one upborne by himself 
never shielded a system like that he now and here upholds. Oh, no, 
sir; oh, no I Let us alll, as bret.bren with a common love and bond, 
furl that flag forever. Let us join in the song of the good Catholic 
priest, Father Ryan, who was as much devoted to the Stars and Bars 
as to anything on earth except the cross of his Lord :md Saviour : 

[Applause.] 

Furl that banner! True, 'tis gory; 
Yet 'tis wreathed around with glory, 
And 'twill live in song and story 

Though its folds aro in the dust; 
For its fame on brightest pages, 
Penned by poets and by sages, 
Shall go sounding down the ages, 

Furl its folds thongh now we must. 
Furl that banner softly, slowly; 
Treat it gently; it is holy; 

For it droops above the dead. 
Touch it not; unfold it never; 
Let it droop there, furled forever, 

For the people's hopes are dead. 

l\ir. BLACKBURN. I now move that the committee rise. 
l\ir. HORR. I should like to have ten minutes, but it will do me 

just as well in the morning. [Cries of "No!" "No!"] 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I will consult the pleasure of the gentleman 

from Michigan. [Cries of'' Go on!"] I will yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. HORR. If it be the pleasure of the House to give me ten min­
utes to-morrow I would prefer it. If not, I will go on now. [Cries of 
"Go on!"] 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I simply desire to consult the pleasure of the 
gentleman from Michigan. If he wishes the time now I will yield; 
bnt if not, I will move the committee rise. 

Mr. HORR. Then I will take ten minutes in the morning. 
The CHAIRMA...~. The Chair will remind the committee of the fact 

that by the order of the House all general debate has been closed on 
this bill at the close of this day's session. However, the Chair under­
stands the gentleman from Michigan to ask unanimous consent for 
ten minutes, and that he may have !ha.t time now or in the .morning. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I wish to deal in exact fairness by the gentle­
man from Michigan. The House having ordered all general debate 
to be closed with this day's session, I wish to ask whether the gen­
tleman will be entitled to more than five minutes should he not take 
bis time now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Only by unanimous consent, which the Chair 
understands the gentleman to ask. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I ask, then, is it competent for this Committee 
-0f the Whole on the state of the Union to change the order of the 
House fixing the limit for general debate on this bill t 

The CHAIRMAN. It can only be done by the Honse. 
Mr. GARFIELD. I suggest that an adjustment of this matter can 

be made in a moment by the committee rising and, in the House, a.sk­
ing unanimou.S consent to allow the gentleman from Michigan fifteen 
minutes to say what he desires to sav. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will be glad to do that. 
The CHAIRMAN. That can be done to-day, or when the motion is 

made to go into committee in the morning. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. I move that the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee accordingly rose ; and the Speaker having resumed 

the chair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union had ha<l under consideration the report of the 
Committee on Rules on the subject of the proposed revision of the 
rules, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. BURCH, its Secretary, announced 

the passage, without amendment, of a joint resolution (H. R. No. 145) 
authorizing certain printing for the land commission. 

It further announced the passage of the following joint resolutions, 
in which concurrence was requested: 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 56) authorizing the printing and bind­
ing of addition.al copies of tho report of the Chief Signal Officer of the 
Army; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. No. 64) extending the provisions of the first 
section of an act entitleq "An act fixing the rate of interest upon 
arrearages of general taxes and assessments for special improvements 
now due to the District of Columbia, and for a revision of assess­
ments for special improvements, and for other purposes," approved 
June 27, 1879. 

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR DEBATE. 

Mr. ROBINSON rose, but yielded to 
.Mr. TUCKER, who said: Mr. Speaker, in view of the order of the 

House closing general debate with this day's session, I now ask by 
unanimous consent that the ~entleman from Michigan, [Mr. HORR,] 
when we go into the Committee of the Whole to-morrow, shall be 
allowed fifteen minutes. 

Mr. BRAGG. I object. If the gentleman desires to reply now, I 
will withdraw my objection. The House has listened to him, and it 
has list.ened to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Cox.] I will 
waive objection if the gentleman desires to reply at present; but to 
postpone this to another day, I must insist on my objection. 

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Is it in order to make the motion t 
The SPEAKER. It is not; because a motion to reconsider was 

made, after the vote fixing the limit of debate, and that motion to 
reconsider was laid upon the table. The Chair, however, will enter­
tain the motion that the House resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TUCKER. I will make that motion. 
Mr. CONGER. Pending that, I move the time for general debate 

be extended fifteen minutes, for the purpose of hearing my colleague, 
[Mr. HORR.] 

The SPEAK.ER. It cannot be done. 
~fr. CONGER. It is an extension of time. 
The SPEAKER. But that has been disposed of, and the motion to 

reconsider laid upon the table. 
Mr. CLYAIER. Has the motion to reconsider the vote closing de­

bate been laid upon the table 'f 
The SPEAKER. It has. 
Mr. CONGER. I move that there be an extension of fifteen minutes 

in the time allowed for general debate. 
Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Wisconsin did not make his 

objection--
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania. has not been 

recognized. 
Mr. CONGER. The House has the right to fix a further time for 

debate. 
!.Ir. GARFIELD. The gentleman froni Michigan can have five 

minutes in his own right, and then others can surrender him their 
five minutes, which will cover the case. No one will object to that. 

Mr. MILL8. I hope by unanimous consent they will give him as 
much time as he wants. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will facilitate the gentleman getting 
time so far as he can, provided it involves no infraction of the rules. 

Mr. HORR. I consent to say what I have to say under the five­
minute rule. I do not think it will take over five minutes to do the 
job. 

UNITED STATES COURTS IN GEORGIA. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Speaker, I move by unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker's table the bill (H. R. No. 3034) to provide for 
circuit and district courts of the United States at Macon, Georgia, 
and to transfer certain counties from the northern to the southern 
district in said State, for the purpose of concurring in the Senate 
amendments. 

There wa.s no objection, and it wrui ordered accordingly. 
The amendments of the Senate were read, as follows: 
In the fifth section strike out the following words: · 
"All offenses committed in either of said divisions shall be cognizable and in· 

d.ictable within said division." 
And in lieu thereof insert as follows: 
"Prosecutions for cnmes or offenses hereafter committed in either of the sub­

divisions shall be cognizable within such division; and all prosecutions for crimes 
or offenses heretofore committed within either of said counties, taken as aforesaid 
from the northern district, or committed in the southern district as hitherto con­
stituted, shall be commenced and proceeded with rui if this act had not been passed.'' 

In line 1, section 6, before the word "actions, 11 insert the word "civil; 11 so it will 
read: 

"Civil actions or proceedings now pending at Savannah, in said southern dis­
trict, which would under this act be brought in the western division of said district, 
may be transferred, by the consent of all the parties, to said western division," &c. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to ask the gentleman from Massachusetts 
a question. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Certainly. 
Mr. CONGER. And that is, whether this provides for the disposi-

tion of suits under the timber-violation actY 
Mr. ROBINSON. Not at all. 
Mr. CONGER. It has no relation to that whatever f 
Mr. ROBINSON. Not the slightest. 
The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 
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Mr. BLOUNT moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend­
ments were concurred in; and also moved that the motion to recon­
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was ·agreed to. 
FITZ-JOHN PORTER CASE, 

Mr. SPARKS. I rise to a privileged question. I find in the REC­
ORD of yesterday that there was an order, as the RECORD states, for 
printing. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a privileged question, but the Chair 
will hear it. 

Mr. SPARKS. It was for the printing of the majority and minority 
reports in the Fitz-John Porter case. They have not been printed, 
and I am told they are not in the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. And the House did not order these reports to be 
printed in the RECORD. 

Mr. SP ARKS. I am told by the Speaker to that effect. I will state 
that I so understood it, but of course the Chair has the conclusion of 
it. I so meant it. 

The SPEAKER. The only question is whether the gentleman so 
said it. 

Mr. SP ARKS. I so understood it. I now ask they be printed in 
the RECORD to-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear it, the Journal does not 
show it, and the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD doe& not show it. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from Illinois to move the reports be 
printed in to-morrow's RECORD. 

l\Ir. CONGER. Have they been ordered to be printed in the usual 
formf 

The SPEAKER. They have. 
Mr. CONGER. Then I object. 
Mr. SP ARKS. Why do you object to that t The gentleman from 

New York [Mr. McCooK] wants it done. 
Mr. CONGER. Has the House ordered them to be printed in the 

usual pamphlet form T 
Mr. SPARKS. We want them in the RECORD. 
Mr. McCOOK. I do not care about the printing of the minority 

report, and the only reason why I suggest it should be put in the 
RECORD at all is that gentlemen who have a natural curiosity to see 
it have' asked me in regard to it. I assume if it is printed in the 
RECORD to-morrow that will obviate the necessity of having it printed 
in the RECORD w.hen the case comes up for discussion. I do not care 
anything about it myself. · 

Mr. SP ARKS. As we both agree, I do not see why objection is made. 
The SPEAKER. If the reports are ordered to be printed in to-mor­

row's RECORD then it may bo understood that they shall not be printed 
again when they are read. 

Mr. CONGER. On that understanding I withdraw the objection. 
The SPEAKER. Is there further objection °I [After a pause.] The 

Chair hears none. 
The bill and reports are as follows: 

A bill for the relief of General Fit.z-.John Porter, &c. 
Be it enacted, &c., That the :fi.ndinas and sentence ol the ii;eneral court.martial, 

convened in the city of Washington,Districtof Columbia. November 27, 18&2, pnr· 
suant to Special Orders No. 362, dated Headquarters of the Army, November 25, 
18&2 and promulgated in General Orders No. ld, dated War Department. Adjutant· 
General's Office, Washington, January 22, 1863, in the case of Major-General Fitz­
.John Porter, late major-general of volunteers and colonel United 8tates Army, are 
hereby set aside, revoked, and annulled, and the disqualifications of Fitz-.John 
Porter thereunder be, and they are hereby, removed, the said findings and sentence 
having been ba..::;ed in error and without due knowledge of the facts of the case. 

SEC 2. That Major-General Fitz-.J obn Porter is hereby declared restored to the 
service of the United States, with all the rank, rights, title, and privileges to which 
he would have been entitled if there had been no court-martial, and in conformity 
to the recommendation of the board of officers convened by Special Order No. r, 
dated Headquarters of the Army, Adjutant.General's Office, Washington, April 12, 
1878. 

SEC. 3. The colonelcy of the Fifteenth Infantry, held by General Porter in .Jan­
uary, 1863, havinii; been :filled by regular promotion and confirmation by the Senate, 
the position of colonel now to be held by General Porter will be supernumerary 
until a vacancy shall occur in the Army, when he will be assigned to that position, 
and the supernumerary colonelcy shall cease to exist. 

SEC. 4. The position of colonel of the United States Army, to which General 
Porter is restored by this act, will be held by him as supernumerary until a va­
cancy in the rank of colonel shall occur, when he shall be assigned to the regi­
menb to which it pertains; bnt if the said Porter shall so elect, the President of 
the United States may retire him on the rank of major-general, that being the rank 
held by him while in service. 

SEC. 5. That the amount due and payable to the said Porter1 as arrears, under 
the provisions of this act· shall be determined by estimating tne pay and allow­
ances of a major·general. on the retired list of the Army from the 28th day of 
.January, 1863, tthe date of last payment,) to the 31st day of August, 1866, both 
dates inclusive, and the pay and allowances of a colonel, on the retired list of the 
Army entitled to credit for twenty years' service, from the 1st day of September, 
1866 to the date of the passage of this act; and the entire sum, or snms, so esti· 
mated and determined shall be paid to the said Porter by the Secretary of the 
Treasury immediately upon the passage of this aot; the sum required for the pnr 
pose being hereby appropriated from any moneys in the Treasnry not otherwise 

ap11t_i.~~:~<ii,, from the Committee on Military .Affairs, submitted the following 
report: 

tTo accompany 
0

bill H. R. No. 3i64.] 
The Committee on :Military Affairs, to ·whom was referred the message of the 

President of the United States in the case of Fitz.John Porter, late major-general 
of volunteers,i which said message is in the words following, namely: 
"To the Senate and House of Represe:ntatives: 

"I transmit herewith the 'proceedings and report' of the boa.rd of officers, con­
vened by Special Orders No. 78, headquarters of the Army, Washington, April 12, 

1878, in the case of Fitz.John Porter. The report of the board was made in March 
last, bnt the official record of the proceedings did not reach me until the 3d instant. 

''I have given to this report such examination as satisfies me that I ought to lay 
the proceedings and conclusions of the board before Congress. 

"As I am without power in the absence of legislation to act upon the recommen­
dation of the report further than by submitting the same to Congress, the proceed­
ings and conclusions of the board are transmitted for the information of Congress, 
anCl such action as in your wisdom shall seem expedient and just. 

. "R. B. HAYES. 
"EXECUTIVE MilSION, Washington, June 5, 18i9." 

having carefully considered said messrige, together with the evidence, documents, 
and subject.matters involved therein, beg leave to submit the following report: 

That on the 27th day of November, 1862, a court.martial was convened at the ci~ 
of Washington, District of Columbia, by order of Major.General Halleck, General 
in-Chief of the Armies of the United States, for the trial of certain charges and 
specifications exhibited against Major·General Fitz-.John Porter, United States. 
volunteers. by (as it appears of record) "B. S.S. Roberts, inspector-general of Ma­
jor-General .John Pope's Army of Virginia,'' for violations of the ninth and .tifty­
second articles of war; which, for convenient reference, ai·o herewith presented, 
and are in t;he following words : 

ARTICLES OF WAR. 
"ART. 9 . .Any officer or soldier who shall strike his superior officer, or draw or lift. 

up any weapon. or offer any violence against him, being in the execution of his 
office, on any pretense whatsoe>er, or shall disobey any lawful command of his u­
perior officer, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall, according to the 
nature of his offense, be in1licted upon him by the sentence of a court· martial" 

" A.RT. 52. Any officer or soldier who shall misbehave himself before tho enemy, 
run away, or shamefully abandon any fort, post, or ii;uard which he or they may 
be commanded to defend, or speak words inducing others to do the like, or shall 
ca.st away his arms and ammunition, or who shall quit his post or colors to plunder 
and pillage, every.such offender, being duly convicted thereof, shall suffer death, 
or such other pnrushment a-s shall be ordered by the entence of a general conrt­
martial" 

That said Porter was by said court-martial found guilty of both charges ancl a.. 
part of ttie specifications, and was by saicl court sentenced " to be cashiered and 
forever disqualified from holding any office of trust or profit under the Govern­
ment of the United States, " which finding and sentence were approved by the 
President of the United States .Jannar.v 21, 1863, and said Porter clismi serl from 
the service as maJor-general of volunteers and as colonel and brevet brigadier.gen­
eral in the regular service of the United States. 

That said Porter from thenceforth, earnestly protesting innocence of the charges 
preferred and of the injustice done him by the sentence, approval, and clismi sal 
aforesaid, has made vigorous and persistent efforts and urgent appeals to every 
incoming administration for a re-examination of said charges, specifications, sen­
tence, and findings, all of which, however, had proved fruitless until, in answer to 
an appeal made by him on the 9th day of March, 1878, to the present Executive, 
the following special order was issued, namely: 

[Special Orders No. 78.] 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, .Ap1-il 12, 1878. 

The following order has been received from the War Department. 
An appeal has been made to the President, as follows : 

"NEW YORK, March 9, 1878. 
"Sm: I most respectfully, but most urgently, renew my oft.repeated appeal U> 

have you review my case. I ask it as a matter of long-delayed justice to myself. 
I renew it npon the ground heretofore st.atecl, that public justice cannot be atis­
fied so long as my appeal remains unheard. My sentence is a continuing sentence, 
~nd made to follow my daily life. For this reason, if for no other, my case is ever 
within the reach of executive as well as legislative interference. 

"I beg to present copies of papers heretofore presented, bearing upon my case, 
and trust that yon will deem it a proper one for your prompt and favorable con­
sideration. 

"If I do not make it plain that I have been wronged, I alone am the sufferer. 
If I do make it plain that great injustice bas been done me, then I am sure that 
yon, and all others who love truth and justice, will be glad that the opportunity for 
my vindication has not been denied . 

"Very respectfully, yours, ' 
"FITZ-.JOHN PORTER. 

"To His Excellency RUTHERFORD B. HAYF.S, 
•· Prerident of the United States." 

In order that the President may be fully informed of tho facts of the case of 
Fitz.John Porter, late majoqreneral of yolnnteers and be enabled to act advisedly 
upon his application for relief in said case, a board is hereby convenecl, by order of 
the President, to examine, in connection with the record of the trial by court.mar­
tial of Major-General Porter, such new P.Vidence relating to the merits of said case 
as is now on file in the War Department, together with such other evidence as may 
be presented to said board, and to report, with the reasons for their conclusion, 
what action, if anv, in their opinionjustice reqnires should be taken on said appli­
cation by the Presldent. 

DETAIL FOR THE BOARD 
Major.General J. M. Schofield. 
Brigadier-General A. H . Terry. 
Colonel G. W. Getty, Third Artillery. 
Major Asa B. Gardner, judge-advocate, recorder. 
The board will convene at West Point, New York, on the 20th day of .J nne, 1878, 

and is authorized to adjourn from time to time, and to sit in such place as may be 
deemed expedient. 

By command of General Sherman. 

Official: 
L. H. PELOUZE, 

.Assistant A djut,ant-General. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
.Adjutant· General. 

under which special order the board of distinguished officers thereby appointed, 
after a protracted and exhaustive review of the testimony adduced before the 
court.martial, as well as an examination of all present, accessible, and additional 
evidence, on the 19th day of March, 1879, subnntted the following report: 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ARMY OFFICERS IN THE CASE OF FITZ-JORX PORTER. 
NEW YORK CITY, March 19, 1879. 

To the honorable the SECRETARY OF w AR, 
Washington, D. 0.: 

Sm: We the board of officers appointed by order of the President to examine 
the e>iden~e in the case of Fitz-.John Porter, late major.general of volunteers, and 
to report, ~th the reasons for onr conclusi<?ns, what action. (if ~ny) in o~ opinion 
justice reqrures should be taken by the President on the application for relief m that 



1880. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. 493 
-case h ave the honor to make the following report. The recorder has been directed 
to f~rward to the Adjutant-General of the Army the printed record of our pro­
ceeding, including all the evidence examined and the arguments of counsel on either 
-side. 

We have made a very thorough examination of all the evidence presented and 
bearing in any manner upon the m~rits of the .c:tse. The rec:order J:as. m~~er in­
s tructions from the board, sought with great diligence for evidence m a-Odition to 
that presented by the petitioner, especially such as might appear to have a bearing 
.ad\erse to the clainls urged by him. 

Due cara bas been exercised not to inquire into the military operations of the 
Army of Virginia, or the conduct of officers thereof, any further than has seemed 
n ecessary to a full and fair elucidation of the subject submitted to us for investi­
g ation. On the other hand, we ha"\"'e not hesitated to ex.amine fully into all the facts, 
accurate knowledge of which seemed to us to be necessary to the formation of a 
cor rect judgment upon the merits of the case, an cl to the determination of the action 
which justice r equires should be taken by the President on the petitioner's applica­
tion for r elief . 

We have bad the benefit of the testimony of a large number of officers of the 
late confederate armv, a kind of testimony which was not available at the time of 
Gent'ral Porter's triltl by court-martial. We have also a\ailed onrsel>es of the 
t estimony of many officers and soldiers of the Union forces who were present on 
the bat tle-field and of much documentary evidence, to throw adu '.tional light upon 
points not made perfectly clear in the record of evidence taken before the court­
martial ; and we have had the use of accurate maps of the battle-field of Manassas, 
constructed from recent actual surveys made, under the direction of the Chief of 
En~ineers, by a distinguished officer of that corps, who was himself a participant 
in that battle. 

Without such a map neither the testimony upon which General Porter was con­
victed nor the additional testimony submitted to this board could have been cor­
rectly understood. 

The evidence which we have thus been able to examine. in addition to that which 
was before the court-martial, has placed beyond question many important facts 
which were before the subjects of dispute, and in r espect to some of which radi­
eally erroneous opinions were entertained by General Porter's accusers, and doubt­
less by the court-martial that pronounced him guilty. 

The result has been, as we believe, to establish beyond reasonable doubt all the 
facts essential to the formation of a correct judgment upon the merits of the case 
of Fitz-John Porter. We are thus enabled t-0 report., with entire unanimity, and 
without doubt in our own minds, with the rtasons for our conclusions, whata.ction, 
in our opinion, justice required should be taken by the President on the petitioner's 
application for relief. 

The evidence presents itself under several distinct heads, namely: . 
First. The imperfect, and in some respects erroneou8, statements of facts, due 

to the partial and incorrect knowled~e in possession of witnesses at the time of 
the court-martial, and the extremely maccurate maps a:r:d erroneous locatfons of 
troops thereon, by which erroneous statements were made to convey still more 
erroneous impre sions. 

Second. The opinions and inferences of prominent officers based upon this imper­
fect knowledge. 

Third. The far more complete and accurate statements of facts now made by a 
larl!e number of eye-witnesses from both the contending forces. 

Fourlh. The accurate maps of the field of operations and the exact positions of 
troops thereon at different periods of time, by which sta.tements otherwise contra­
dictory or irreconcilable are shown to be harmonious, and opposing opinions are 
shown to have beeu based upon different views of the same military sit.nation; and, 

Finally. The conflicting testinlony relath-e to plans of operations, interpretation 
of orders, motives of action, and relative degrees of responsibility for unfortunate 
results. 

A careful consideration of all the material facts now fully established, in com­
bination with the conflicting or inconclusive testimony last above referred to, gives 
rise to several diverse theories respecting the whole subject with which General 
Porter's case is inseparably connected. 'l'hese diverse views of the subject neces­
sarily involve, in a greater or less del!ree, tbe acts, motives, and responsibilities of 
others as well as those of the petitioner. We have considered with great care and 
labor, and with our best ability, each and all of these phases in 1"hich the subject 
can be and bas been presented, and we find that all these possible views of the 
subject, when examined in the light of the facts which are fully established by 
undisputed testimony, lead inevitably to one and the same conclnsion in respect 
to the guilt or innocence of Fitz-John Porter of the specific charges upon which 
he was tried and pronounced guilty by the court-martial. 

Therefore, while exposing General Porter's conduct to the test of the hil!hest 
degree of responsibility which recol!Jli.zed military principles attached to the com­
mand he held under the circumstances in which he was placetl, and the orders 
which he had received, we are able to take that view of the whole subject whiuh 
seems to involve, in the least possible degree, any question as to the acts, motives, 
or responsibility of others. · 

We will now proceed to give, as concisely as we are able to do, a narrative of 
the events which gave rise to the charges against Major-General Fitz-John Porter, 
omitting the multitude of interesting but unessential details and all facts having 
no necessary bearing upon his case, aud limiting ourselves to a plain statement of 
the t!ssential facts of the case which have been establislied, as we believe, by pos­
itive proof. 

While the Army of the Potomac was withdrawing from its position on the James 
River in August, 1862, the A..rmy of Virginia., nuder Major-General Pope, was or­
dered to hold the line of tho Rappahannock, and to stand. on the defensive until all 
the forces could be united behind that river. General Pope was g-iven to under­
stand that, when this concentration was effected, Major-General Halleck, the Gen­
eral-in-Chief, was to take the field iu command of the comllined armies. On the 
other band, it appears that Major-General McClellan, then commanding the Army 
of the Potomac, was given to understand that he was to direct the operations of all 
the forces in Vir¢nia, as soon as they should be uuitecl. 

It appears that General Pope wa notified on the 25th of August that an active 
campaign was soon to be commenced, without waiting for a.union of all the forces , 
and untler some commander other than either of those before named. :But this in­
formation appears to have been of a. secret character, afterward suppressed, and 
not made known to General McClellan and h is subordinates until fi\e days later, 
when the order appeared from the War Department, deprivin:r McClellan of the 
command of all his troops then between the Potomac and the Rappahannock, al­
though leaving him in nominal command of the Arm:- of the Potomac. 

Thus GPneral Porter, who joined General Pope's army about that time, was left 
under the impression, which all had previously sbared, that the operations of the 
army were tocoutinue of a defensive character until all tho force!! should be united 
and proper preparations made for the commencement of an offensi\e campaign 
under a ~eneral designated by the President to comllland the combined armies. 
Butjustthen the confederate general, Jackson, with three divisions of infantry, one 
of cavalry, and some artillery, commenced his .movement to turn the Union right 
through Thoroughfare Gap, which gap he passed on the 26th, and that night struck 
the rear of the "Union Army at Bristoe and Manassas Junction. The next morning, 
.August 27, the Union Arn.y changed front to t,he rear, and was ordered to move on 
Gainesville, Greenwich, and Warrenton Junction. 

General Porter, with his two divi£ions of the Fifth Corps, arrived at Warrenton 
J unction on the 27th, and there reported in person to General Pope. That after­
noon Hooker 's division was engaged with the enemy at Bristoe Station; McDowell 

and Sigel were moving on Gainesville, and Heintzelman and Reno on Greenwich. 
Banks was covering the rear below Warrenton Junction, and guarding tho trains 
in their movement toward Manassas Junction. Porter was at first ordered to move 
toward Greenwich upon the arrival of Banks at Warrenton Junction, but after 
Hooker'8 engagement at Brist-0e the followin!: order was sent him, and he received 
it at 9.50 p. m. : 

"HEADQUARTEns Amrr OF TmGIXIA, 
"Bristoc Station, August 27, 1862-6.30 p. m . 

"GEXERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you start at one o'clock 
to-night and come forward with your wholo corps, or such part of it as is with 
you, so as to be here by daylight to-morrow morning. Hooker has had a very 
severe action with the enemy, with a loss of about three hundred killed and 
wounded. The enemy bas been driven I.Jack, but is retiring along tho railroad. 
W e must drive him from Manassas and clear tbe country between that place and 
Gainesville, where McDowell i . If Morell has not .joined you, sencl him word to 
push forward immediately; also send word to Banks to hurry forward with all 
speed to take your place at Warrenton Junction. It is necessary on all accounts 
that you should be here by daylight. I send an officer with this dispatch who will 
conduct you to this place. Be sure to send worcl to Banks, who is on the road from 

~:Jtt!:;~~~ ?:~~~~!;' ~u;!:d ~~~:i~t~ot~ ~fu::fJ!~£ "co~ir ~~-an If\:1~·n~a;i~~ 
you, write him to that effect. 

"By command of General Pope. 
"GEORGE D . R GGLES. 

" Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
' 'Major-General F. J. PORTER, Warrenton Jimct:ion. 

"P. S.-If Banks is not at Warrenton Junction, leave a regiment of infantry and 
two pieces of artillery as a guard till he comes up, with instructions to follow 
you immediately upon his . doing so. J~ :B~nks i not at the junction, instruct 
Colonel Clary to run th~ tralDS back to this side of Cedar Run, and post a r eginrnnt 
and a section of artillery with it. 

":By command of General Pope. 
"GEORGE D. RUGGLES, 

"Colonel and Ohief of Staff." 
This order plainly contemplated an aggressive movement against the enemy 

early on the 2ath, and required the preaence of General Porter 's corps at Bristoe 
Station as early as possible in the morning, to take part in the pursuit of and attack 
upon the enemy. 

The order did not indicate any anticipation of defensive action at. Bristoe, but, 
on the contrary, it indicated continuous, active, and aggresslve operations claring 
the entire day of the 28th, to drive the enemy from Manassas, and clear the coun­
try. Hence the troops must arrive at Bristoe in condition for such service. 

The evidence clearly shows that General Porter evinced an earnest desire to 
comply literally with the terms of the order, and that he held a consultation with 
his division commanders, some of his brigade commanders, and his staff officers on 
the subject. One of his divisions had arrived in camp late in the e\ening, after a 
Ion~ march, and was much fatigued. 
If the troops marched at one o'clock, none of them could have much sleep before 

starting, and, even if they could arrive at Bristoe by or soon after daylight, they 
must bepn poor condition for a vigorous pursuit of the enemy, who was already 
some distance beyond Bristoe. But this was not rei:arded by General Porter as 
sufficient reason for hesitating to make the attempt to comply literally with the 
order. He still urged, against the adviceof bis dirision commanders, the necessity 
of implicit obedience. Then, further consideration of the subject disclosed the 
fact that the road was filled with army trains, which had been pres ing in that di­
rection all day and as late at night as they could. move, until the wa.v bad become 
completely blocked with wagons. The trains of t.be Army moTing back from the 
line of the Rappahannock bad been ordered to take that road to the number of 
"two or three thousand " In the language of one of th ti most intelligent witnesses, 
the mass of wagons blocked together at places in the road was ''like a lot of ice that 
jams in on the shore." The night had become very dark, or, as testified by mo t of 
the witnesses. excessively dark. It would have been difficult to march troops upon a 
plain and unobstructed road. It was a manifest physical impossibility to march 
over that road that night, or to remove the obstructions in the darkness of the 
night. When this situatibn was ma<le evident, General Porter reluctantly con­
sented to delay the movement two hours, or until three o'clock. At that hour· the 
march was commenced, but it was found that no appreciable progress could be 
made before daylight. Nothing was gained, or could have been gained, by the at­
tempt to move before the dawn of day. It would have been wiser to have delayed 
the attempt to move until four o'clock. 

A ngorous and persistent effort to make that march, commencing at one o'clock, 
could only have resulted in 1neatly fatiguing the troops and throwing them into 
disorder, from which they could not ha"\"'e been extricated until long after daylight, 
without making any material progress, and would thus have caused the corps t-0 
arrive at Bristoe at a later hour and in a miserable condition. 

Abundant experience in situations similar to that above described leaves no 
room for doubt what General Porter's duty was. Ile exercised only the very ordi­
nary discretion of a corps commander, which it was his plain duty to exercise, in 
delaying the march rmtil three o'clock; and in his attempt to move at that time 
insteacl of at four o'clock he showed ouly too anxious a desire to comply with the 
letter of h is orders. 

If the order had contemplated. as bas been represented, an attack by the enemy 
at dawn of day. then it would have been General Porter's duty to start promptly, 
not at one o'clock, but at the moment he received the order, so as to have brought 
at least .some fragments of bis infantry to :Bristoe in time to aid in repelling tl.iat 
attack. That was the most that he could ba.ve done in any event, even by start,. 
ing the moment the order was received, and then his troops would have been in no 
condition for any aggressive movement that day. 

General Porter reached Bristoe talion as soon as practicable with his corps on 
the morning of the 28th, and there remained nncler orders from his superior com· 
manders until the morning of the 29th, taking no part in the operations of the 28th. 

In tlle morning of the 28th McDowell sent Ricketts"s division of bis corps to 
Thoroughfare Gap to resist the advance of re-enforcements from the main botly of 
Lee's army, then known to be marcMng to join Jackson. Banks was at Warren­
ton Junction and Porter at Bristoe. The rest of the army moved from Gainesville, 
Greenwich, and Ilristoe on Manassas Junction to attack Jackson at that place; 
bnt that general withdrew his forces during the night of the 27th ancl the morning 
of the 28th toward Sudley and GroYeton. He was followed by Heintzelman and 
Reno, via Centreville; and McDowell and Si~el, after having marched some dis­
tance toward Manassas, were ordered to direct their march toward Centreville. 
In this moYement towarcl Centre"\"'ille King's clidsion of McDowell's corps struck 
the ri~ht of Jackson's force late in the afternoon, just north of the Warrenton 
turnpike, a mile west of Gro-veton. A sharp contest ensued, la,stiug until some 
time after dark, when King still held his ground on tho turnpike. Reynolds was 
then near the right of King, Si)!el on his right near the Stone House, H eintzelman 
and Reno near Centrerille; Rickett.I, who bad been sent in the morning to Tbor­
ouirhfare Gap, was disputing with Longstreet the passa~e of the gap . 

Thus it was still hoped to strike Jack on a decisiYe blow on the morning of the 
29th before re-enforcements could reach .hlm. In the mean time the confederate 
general had mken up a favorable position a little to the north aml west of Groveton 
and Sadley to await attac~. 
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Under these conditions General Porter, who was still at Bristoe Station, received 
at six a. m. the following order from General Pope: 

"HEADQUARTERS ARMY -OF VIRGD..-IA, 
"Near Bull Run, A.ttgu.st 29, 1862--3 a. m. 

"GENERAL: McDowell has intercepted the retreat of Jackson. Sigel is imme· 
diately on the right of McDowell. Kearney and Hooker march to attack the ene. 
my's rear at early dawn. Major.Ge110ral Pope directs you to move upon Centre­
ville, at the first dawn of day, with your whole comnmud, leaving your trains to 
follow. It is very important that you should be here at an early hour in the morn. 
ing. A severe engagement is likely to take place, and your presenco is necessary. 

"I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
" GEORGE D. RUGGLES, 

" Cownel and <Jhief of SUJ,ff." 
"Major-General PORTER." 

Under this order, General Porter marched promptly with his corps toward Cen­
treville. He had passed Manassas Junction with the head of his column, when he 
was halted by counter orders, issued in consequence of a grave change which had 
occurred in the situation since the night before. 

Kina had withdrawn from. bis position near Jackson's right, on the Warrenton 
turnpike, and had fallen back to Manassas Junction. Ricketts had fallen back ,in 
the night from Thoroughfare Gap to Gainesville, and thence, in consequence of 
the movement of King, bad retired to Bristoe Station. 

Thus the way bad been left open for the retreat of Jackson to Thorouahfare 
Gap, or for the advance of Longstreet from that point, and ample time had efapsed 
for them to effect a junction, either at the gap or near Grovet.on, before a force 
could again be interposed to prevent it. The opportunity to attack Jackson's de­
tached force with superior numbers had passed beyond the possibility of recall. 

As soon a-1> the withdrawal of King became known to General Pope, he :Q.astily 
sent a verbal message to General Porter to retrace his steps and move toward 
Gainesville, and soon followed this message wit.h the following order, which was 
received by General Porter about 9.30 a . m.: 

"ilEADQUA RTERS ARMY OF VIRGTh-U., 
" Centreville, A."'l]ust 29, 1862. 

" Push forward with your corps and King's division, which you will take with 
you, upon Gainesville. I am following the enemy down the Warrenton turnpike. 
Be expeditious or we will lose much. 

.. "JOHN POPE, 
"Major-General Oommanding." 

Under these orders General Porter advanced promptly with his corps, followed 
by King's dh-ision, on the direct road from Manassas Junction toward Gainesville, 
having knowledge of the military sitaation as above described. 

General Porter had met General McDowell near Manassas Junction, and they 
bad conversed with each other relative to this order, placing King's division under 
Porter's command. McDowell claims that it was conceded that he might go for­
ward and command the whole force, under the sixty-second article of war, but he 
desired to reunite all the divisions of his corps ou that part of the field where Rey­
nolds then was. Hence he wrote to Pope on this subject, awaited his orders, and 
did not exercise any command over Porter's corps until after the receipt of further 
orders from Pope. 

When, about ll.30 o'clock, the head of Porter's column arrived at Dawkins's 
Branch, about three and a half miles from Gainesville and nine and a half miles 
from Thoroughfare Gap, he met the enemy's cavalry advance, and captured some 
of Longstreet's scouts. The clouds of dust in his front and to his right, and ex­
tending back t.oward Thorouizhfare Gap, showed the enemy coming in force, and 
already arrivin~ on the field in his front. 

Morell 's division was at once deployed; Sykes closed up in support. King's di­
vision following. A regimeni was sent forward across the creek as skirmishers, 
and Butterfield's brigade was started across the creek to the front, ancl somewhat 
to the right, with orders to seize, in advance of the enemy, if possible, the com­
manding gron.nd on the opposite ridge, about a mile distant. Morell's division. 
with Sykes in support, was ready to aclvance at once to the support of Butterfield. 

At this stage of Porter's operations, some time between 11.30 and twelve o'clock, 
McDowell, in person, arrived on the field and arrested the mo>ement Porter was 
making, saying to him in the hearing of several officers, "Porter, you are too far 
out. This JS no place to fight a battle," or words to that effect. 

life Dowell bad received, a few minutes before, a dispatch from. Buford, inform­
ing him that seventeen regiments of infant.ry, a battery, and some cavalry had 
passed through GainesYille at 8.45 o'clock, and moved down the Centreville road 
toward Gro>eton, and hence must have been on the field in front of Sigel and Rey­
nolds at least t wo hours. 

The dust in Porter's immediate front and extending across toward Groveton, as 
well as back toward Gainesville, showed that large forces of the enemy, in addi­
tion to those reported by Buford, were already on the field. The latest informa­
tion from the confederate army showed th.:i whole force of the enemy within reach 
of Gainesville by noon of the 29th. McDowel1's troops (Ricketts's divisi'>n and 
some cavalry) ha-d delayed Longstreet's advance at Thoroughfare Gap from about 
noon until dark on the previous day, 28th. Hence Lee's column had had eighteen 
hours by the morning of the 29th to close up in mass near the Gap, and seven 
hours that morning in whlch to march eight miles and form. line on the field of bat­
tle. 

Jackson, who bad been supposed anxious to retreat, and for -whom the way had 
been left open, bad not retreated, but was still holding his position of the previous 
evening, as if confident of adequate reinforcements. Sigel's pursuit had been 
checked, where it started that morning, at Groveton. 

It was certain that the bead of column of Lee's main army had arrived on the field 
in front of Groveton at least two hours in advance of the arrival of the bead of col­
umn of Porter's and McDowell's corps atDawkins's Branch, and it was so nearly cer­
tain that the main body of Lee's army was already on the fielcl and in line of battle 
as to absolutely require corresponding action. This was Porter's impression at the 
time, and be conveyed it to McDowell by words and gesture that left no doubt in 
the mind of the latter that he (Porter) Lelieved the enemy was in force in his im­
mediate front. 

In contrast to this evident preparation .of the enemy for battle, only Porter's nine 
or ten thousand men were ready for action, of the thirty-five thousand men then 
composing the left wing of the Union army. 

Banks's corps, ten thousand, was still at Rristoe without orders to move beyond 
that point. Ricketts's division, eight thousand, was near Bristoe. under orders to 
moye to the front, but his men were so worn out by constant marching, night and 
day, that they could not possibly be got to the field even for defensfre action that 
day. King's division, seven thousand, was just in rear of Porter; but was so 
fatigued as to be unfit for offensive action, and hardly able to march. 

Thus this long column, stretching back from. Daw kins's Branch by way of Manas­
sas .Junction to and even beyond Bristoe, bad struck the right wing of the confed­
erate army in line of battle, while a gap of nearly two miles remained in the Union 
line between rorter and Reynolds, who was on the left of Sigel, near Gro>eton. 

The accompanying map, marked Board Map No. 1, illustrates the positions of the 
Union troops at noon of August 29, and the :probable positions of tibe confederate 
troops at the same time, as indicated by the mformation then in possession of the 
Union generals. This map is not intended to show the actual positions of the troops 
at that time, but to coITectly interpret the information upon which the Union gen­
erals then acted. 

This was the military situation on the Union left. and confederate right of the 
field when McDowell arrested Porter's advance, and Porter's operations under the 
direct orders from Pope heretofore mentioned ceased, and, under new orders just 
received, Porter became subordinate to McDowell. 

Not only bad tbe effort to destroy Jackson before ho could be reinforced totally 
failed, but the confederate army was on the field and in line, while the Union .Army 
was not. The time to resume defensive action, awaiting the concentration of the 
army, had not tmly arrived, but had been too long postponed. 

On his way to the front McDowell had received the following order from General 

;:°J::·0~~~e:~~Ji~~ttl?el~r~Mc3D~JeJI~e~~i~~ ~orter had received a copy of the 

["General Order No. 5.) 

" HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF VIRGIXIA., 
"Centreville, August 29, l862. 

"Generals McDOWELL and PORTER: You will please move forwaru with your joint 
comm.ands toward Gainesville. I sent General Porter written orders to that eftect 
an hour and a half ago. Heintzelman, Sigel, and Reno are moving on the Warren­
ton turnpike, and must now be not far from. Gainesville. I desire that as soon as 
communication is established between this force and your own the whole command 
shall halt. It may be necessary to fall back behind 'Bull Run, at Centreville. to­
night. I presume it will be so on account of our supplies. I have sent no orders 
of any description to Rickett.a, and none to interfere in any way with the move. 
ments of McDowell's troops, except what I sent by his aide-de-camp last night, 
which were to hold his position on the Warrenton pike until the troops from here 
should fall upon the enemy's flank and rear. I do not even know Ricketts's position, 
as I have not been able to find out where General McDowell was until a late hour 
this morning. General McDowell will take immediate steps to communicate with 
General Ricketts, and instruct him to rejoin the other di visions of his corps as soon 
as practicable. If any considerable advantages are to be gained by departing from. 
this order it will not be strictly carried out. One thing must be had in view, that 
the troops must occupy a :position from. which they can reach Bull Run to.night or 
by morning. The indications are that the whole force of the enemy is moving in 
this direction at a pa~e that will bring them here by to-moITOw night or next day. 
My own headquarters will be for the present with Heintzelman's corps or at this 
place. 

"JOHN POPE, 
"Maj or-General Comm anding." 

Th:il:I order and the sixty -second article of war made it the duty of McDowell to 
command the combined corps, so long as they should continue to act together and 
General Pope should be absent from the field. In this interpretation of the law 
Generals McDowell and Porter agreed, and upon it they acted at the time. Upon 
McDowell devolved the responsibility of modifying the joint order as its terms 
authorized and as the military situation seemed imperatively to require. 

The terms of the order contemplating that communication should be established 
with the troops on the other road, or, as General McDowell interpreted it, that line 
should be formed in connection with those troops. that the whole command shonld 
then halt, and that the troops must not go beyond a point from. which they could 
reach Bull Run by that night or the next morning, and the military situation, as it 
then appeared to them, was briefly discussed by tbe two generals. 

The situation wa.s exceedingly critical. If the enemy should attack, as he seemed 
about ready to do, Porter's two divisions, al>ont nine thousand men, were all the 
force then ready to stand between Lee's main army, just arrived on the field, and 
McDowell's long and weary column, or the left flank of Pope's army near Groveton. 
McDowell was ·•exceedingly anxious" to get King's division over on the left of 
Reynolds, who then occupied with his small division that exposed flank ; and he 
quickly decided that "considerable advantages" were "to be gained " by departing 
from the terms of the joint order, so far as to make no attempt to go further toward 
Gainesville, and to at once form. line with the troops then engaged near Groveton ; 
and this departure from the strict letter of the joint order was evidently required 
by the military situation as it then appeared and as it did actually exist. 

After this brief consultation the two generals rode together through the woods 
to the right, about three-quarters of a mile toward GroYeton, and made a personal 
examination of the ground. As soon as this was done, McDowell decided not to 
take the troops through these woods, but to separate his own corps from Porter's, 
take King's division (Ricketts following) around the woods by the Sndley Springs 
road, and thus put them. in beyond the woods and on the left of Reynolds. 

McDowell then left Porter very hurriedly, announcin.e; his decision, as he testi­
fied, by the words, "You put your force in 'here, and I will tako mine up the Sud­
ley Springs road on the left of the troops engaged at that point against the enemy," 
or words to that effect. Even these few words, we are satisfied, Porter did not 
hear, or did not understand, for he called, as McDowell rode away, "What shall I 
do 1" and McDowell ga>e no audible answer, but only a wave of the hand. In this 
state of uncertainty, according to the testimony of one of General Porter's staff offi­
cers, Porter sent a messaae to King's division to ascertain positively if that. division 
was ordered away by M~owell, and, if not, to give proper orders for its action 
with his corps, and a. reply was returned by McDowell him.self that ho was going to 
the right and should take that division with him; that Porter ha.cl better stay where 
be was, and if necessary to fall back, he could do so on McDowell's left. 

This testimony has given rise t.o much controversy; but, in our opinion, the ques­
tion -w beth er that message was or was not sent is unimportant. If it was sent. it did 
not di1fer in substance from the instructions which General McDowell testifies he 
had previously given to General Porter, "Yon put your force in here," &c. Neither 
could be construed a~ directing what Porter's action should be, but only as decid­
ing that he should continue on that line while McDowell would take his own troops 
to another part of the .field. ~ 

There appears to have been an understanding, derived either from :previous con­
versation or from the terms of the joint order. that when McDowell did get King's 
division on the other side of the woods, Morell's dhTjsion on the right of Porter's 
corps should make such connection or establish such communication with that of 
King as might be practicable through the woods. None of them then knew how 
wide was that belt of woods, nor what was its character beyond where they had 
reconnoitered, nor whether tl:le ground beyond was in possession of the enemy. 

When the two generals bad started to take that ride to the right Morell's troops 
bad been ordered to follow them, and Griffin's brigade had led off after its pickets 
had been called in. After McDowell took his departure this movement was con­
tinued for some time and until Griffin had crossed the railroad and reached a point 
near half-way across the belt of woods and where the forest became dense. There 
the movement was arrested. This movement might have meant an attempt to 
stretch out Morell's line through the woods, so as to connect with King's on the 
right or a rompletion of the deployment for an attack upon the enemy in front. 
General PoI"ter explained it as intended for an immediate a,ttack upon the enemy 
if he found be could keep King in support, and that be only desisted upon being 
informed that King was going away. But the attack would have been a rash one 
under the circumstances, even with King's support. Soon after this scouts were 
sent on through the woods to look for King, Reynolds, Sigel, or some body of Union 
troops in the direction where artillery firing was beard. 

Presentlv Griffin was withdrawn to the south side of the railroad. The enemy's 
artillery opened on bis troops during this latter movement, and wa.s replied to by 
one of Morell's batteries, but few shots being fired on either side. Then Morell's 
division was put in defensive order to hold the ground then occupied and u nder 
cover from the enemy's artillery. The scouts sent through the woods ran upon the 

. 
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enemy's pickets, and were driven back. This effort to get scout.a through the woods 
was repeated from time to time until late in the afternoon, but every effort failed. 
The scouta were all clriven back or captured. As it turned out, this resulted from 
the fact that King's division did not get up on the right of the woods at all. That 
division reached a point some distance in the rear of its position in the line about 
4.30 p. m., and then, after some marching and countermarching:,. was sent north­
ward to the Warrenton pike. Thus the gap in the line which mcDowell's troops 
were to occupy remained open all the afternoon, and the margin of the timber re­
mained in possession of the enemy's pickets. 

These failures to connect or to communicate directly alon~ the front were re­
ported by Porter to McDowell by way of the Sudley Spnngs road, on which 
McDowell hacl gone. The reports were made in at lea.st four different written dis­
patches, which have been preserved. The hour was named in only one, apparently 
the latest, sent at six o'clock in the evening. Two reports-one about four o'clock 
and the other about 6.30 p. m.-were sent to General Pope direct. Both of these 
were received by him, but have not been preserved. 

About the time General McDowell arrived on the field at Porter's position and 
for an hour or two thereafter a heavy artillery combat was going on between t.he 
Union batteries near Groveton and the confederate artillery. During this artillery 
combat, and until five o'clock p. m., there was no infantry engagement except 
skirmishing and some short and sharp contest.a between small portions. of the op­
posing forces, and until 6.30 p. m. no musketry was audible to any one in Porter's 
corps. 

On the confederate side, as it now appears, Porter's display of troops-three 
brigades in line-in the early part of the afternoon had given rise to the expecta­
tion of an attack on their right. This having been reported to General Longstreet, 
that commander sent his reserve division (Wilcox's) from his extreme left, jnst 
north of the Warrenton turnpike, to his extreme right, on the Manassas and 
Gaines1'?11e road. Wilcox reached this latter position abont four o'clock p. m., 
and Porter having before that time withdrawn his troop.:i under cover, some troops 
from the confederate right (D.R. Jones's) were pushed to the front in the woods 
occupied by Porter's skirmishers, apparently to reconnoiter. This movement gave 
rise to the impression among Porter's officers (Morell's division) that the enemy 
was about to attack about five p. m. 

General Pope having arrived some time after noon on the field in the rear of 
Groveton, and General McDowell's column approaching that part of the field by 
the Manassas and Sudley road, an attack was ordered upon the enemy's extreme 
left near Sudley, and a written order was sent, dated 4.30 p. m., to Porter to attack 
the enemy's right, and, if possible, his rear. After some time had elapsed, General 
Pope ordered :McDowell, with King's <1ivision and other troops, to pursue up the 
Warrenton turnpike the enemy, who, thns to be assailed apon both flanks, would 
be compelled to retreat. 

The attack on Jackson's left was begun by Kearney about five p. m.; bat the 
order to Porter was not delivered in time. 'The messenger did not find General 
Porter until sunset. Thus, at five o'clock, nothing having occurred to suggest to 
General Porter any change in the plan indicated in the joint order to retire behind 
Bull Run instead of ¢.ving battle that day, the sound of artillery near Sudley, so 
much apparently to the rear of Groveton, suggested to Porter, who was then at 
Bethlehem Church, that Sigel was retiring or perhaps being driven back, and that 
his artillery was then in a new position near the Sudley Springs road. 
If it was true that Sigel was being driven back, the military situation was ex­

tremely perilous, and Porter must instantly do what he could to avert <lisaster. 
His oruer to Morell, which must have been issued at that instant, shows what he 
proposed to clo. It is as follows, namely: 

'' General MORELL: Push over to the aid of Sigel and strike in his rear. If you 
reach a road up which King is movinf.a' * and he bas got ahead of you, let him pass; 
but see if you cannot give help toSige. If you find him retiring, move back toward 
"Manassas, and, shoul<f necessity require it, and you do not hear from me, push to 
Centreville. If you find the direct road filled, take the one via Union Mills, which 
is to the right as you return. 

"Look to the points of the compass for Manassas. 

"F. J. PORTER, 
''Major-General. 

"F. J. PORTER." 

This movement would have left Porter with Sykes alone to hold the Manassas 
road and cover the retreat of Rickett.s's woro-0ut troops, who were then stretched 
along the road for four or five miles both toward Sudley and back toward Manas­
sas .function, whilellorell should cover the retreat of the center of the Army. But 
now, before Morell had time to commence this movement, came a report from him 
that the enemy was coming down in force to attack both his front and flank. Por­
ter might in a few minutes have to meet the attack of twenty thousand men. The 
purpose to cover the retreat of Sigel must needs be abandoned. Hence Porter dis­
patched to Morell : 

"General MORELL: Hold on, if you can, to your presentpl~F. r;~R~E~~p 1 

Again: 
"General MORRELL: Tell me what is passing quickly. If the enemy is coming, 

hold to him, and I will come up. Post your men to repulse him. 
"F. J. PORTER, 

"Mojor·Ge:nerai." 
And again, in reply to advice from Morell that they had better retire, &c. : 
"We cannot retire while McDowell holds on." 
Notwithstanding contradictory testimony, we believe it was at this time that 

Porter ordered Piatt's brigade, of Sturgis's command, about eight hundred men, to 
move back to Manassas Junction and take up a defensive position to cover the ex· 
pected retreat. 

General Porter reported to General McDowell his views and intentions in the 
following dispatches : 

"Generals McDOWELL and KING: I found it impossible to communicate by cross­
ing the woods to Groveton. The enemy are in great force on this road, and as they 
appear to have driven our forces back, the fire of the enemy having advanced and 
ours retired, I have determined to withdraw to Manassas. I have attempted to 
communicate with McDowell and Sigel, but my messengers have run into the 
enemy. They have gathered artillery and cavalry and infantry, and the advancing 
masses of dust show the enemy coming in force. I am now going to the head of 
the column to see what is passing and how affairs are going, and I will communi­
cate with you. Had you not better send your train back ~ 

' "F. J. PORTER, 
"Major-General." 

"General McDOWELL or Kn;G: I have been wandering over the woods and failed 
to get a communication to you. Tell how matters go with you. The enemy is in 
strong force in front of me, and I wish to know your designs for to-night. If left 
to me I shall have to retire for food and water, which I cannot get here. How goes 
the battle 1 It seems to go to our rear. The enemy are gettinit to our left. 

"F. J. PORTER, 
"Major.General Volunt.eers." 

" General McDOWELL: The firing on my right has so far retired that, as I can­
not advance and have failed to get over to you except by the route taken by King, I 

* The Sudley road. 

shall withdraw t-0 Manassas. If you have anything to communicate please do so~ 
I have sent my messengers to you and General Sigel and get nothing. 

"F. J. PORTER, 
"Major-General. 

"An artillery duel is going on now; been skirmishing for a long time. 
"F. J.P." 

" General McDOWELL: Failed in gettin~ Morell over to you. After wandering 
about the woods for a time I withdrew him, and while doing so artillery opened 
upon us. My scouts could not get through. Each one found ·the enemy between. 
us, and I believe some have been captured. Infantry are also in front. I am try­
ing to get a battery, but have not succeeded as yet. From the masses of dust on. 
our left, and from reports of scouts, think the enemy are moving largely in that 
way. Please communicate the way this message came. I have no cavalry or­
messengers now. Please let me know· your designs, whether you retire or not. 
I cannot get water and am out of provisions. Have lost a few men from infantry 
firing. 

"F. J. PORTER, 

"AUGUST 29-6 p. m. " 
"Major-Gen.eral Volunteers. 

But Porter soon found the sounds of artillery had deceived him. The renewal 
of the firing toward Groveton showed that Pope's troops were still there. Piatt's. 
brigade was then recalled, and no further preparations for retreat were made. 

Next came to Porter about 5.30 o'clock a report from the right that the enemy 
was in full retreat, and heavy sounds of musketry soon after showed that serious 
work had commenced near Groveton. Porter ordered Morell to make a strong. 
reconnoissance to learn the truth. Morell, knowing the report must be false, at 
least as to the enemy in his front, prepared to support this reconnoissance with 
bis whole division. While this preparation was being made came the long delayed. 
order, dated 4 .. 30 p. m., to attack the enemy in flank or rear: 

"Major-General PORTER: 

. "HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
"Augitst 29-4.30 p. m. 

"Your line of march brings you in on the enemy's right flank. I desire you to. 
push forward into action at once on the enemy's flank, and, if possible, on his rear, 
keeping your right in communication with General Reynolds. The enemy is 
massed in the woods in front of us, but can be shelled out as soon a~ you en~ge 
their flank. Keep heavy reserves and use your batteries, keeping well closea to. 
your right all the time. In case you are obliged to fall back, do so to your right 
and rear, so as to keep you in close communication with the right wing. 

"JOHN POPE, 
"Major-Ge:neral, Commanding." 

This order, though dated at 4.30 p. m., was not receive by Porter, at Bethlehem. 
church, before 6.30 p. m. 

Tho evidence before the COUl't-martial tending to show that Porter received the 
'' 4.30" orcler in time to execute it is found in the testimony of the officer who car­
ried the order, and one of the orderlies who accompanied him. Neither of these. 
two witnesses appears to have carried a watch, and their several statements of the 
time when the order was delivered were based on estimates of the time occupied 
by them in riding from General Pope's headquarters to the place where they found. 
General Porter. One of them at least knew from an inspection of the order that 
it was dated at 4.30; he, and probably both of them, therefore assumed that it was. 
then that they started to deliver it, and adding to that hour the estimated time 
occupied by them, they severally fixed the hour of delivery. It is now proved by 
the testimony of the officer who wrote the dispatch that " 4.30" was not the hour 
when the message started, but was the hour when he began to write the dispatch, 
and consequently th.at it was after that hour that the officer started to deliver it. 

It is also shown that these messengers did not and could not, if other parts of· 
their own testimony are true, have traveled over the route which they supposed 

~:y~~:::ti~1 t1J:ie~!:ro~\h'!~ ~~~~s~~ :a':!~~~t!>i:r!:~:::1 a~~ts:~: 
inconsistent with and contradictory of his former testimony, and the other witness 
confessed before us that recently he had deliberately made false statements in re­
gard to the route taken while carrying the dispatch. We have therefore felt com-. 
pelled to lay the testimony of these witnesses out of the case. An attempt was 
made to support these witnesses by the testimony of another person, who, as it 
was allegell, also accompanied as an orderly the officer charged with the dispatch, 
but his testimony was so completely broken down by cross-examination that we 
regard it as entitled to no weight whatever. 

On the other hand. the testimony of General Sykes, Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, 
Captain Montieth, Lieutenant Ingham, and Lieutenant Weld before the court.mar­
tial, that the order in question was not delivered until about sundown, either a 
little before or a little after that hour, has now been supported by a new and en-. 
tirely independent witness, Captain Randol, and has been singularly confirmed ·by 
the production, for tho first time, of the dispatch from Porter to McDowell, dated 
6 p. m., the terms of which utterly forbid the supposition that at that time Porter 
had received the order. 

to ~~~:~f ~~;!~i!Yf~e~rd'!:s r:e~~epi~~~!~!t°'~~e;e~f ~ffi~~~0~!'~~~-a· 
sent a reply to Pope, and immediately rode to the front. On his arrival there 
Morell had about completed his preparations for the attack under the previous. 
order to make a reconnaissance, but darkness had already come on. It was evi­
dently impossible to accomplish any good that night, for, even if Morell might 
ba.ve begun the attack before dark, Sykes could not have been got into line after · 
the order was received. The contest at Groveton had already so far spent its fore& 
as to derive no possible aid from Morell's attack. The order was based upon con­
clitions manifestly erroneous and directed what was imposSl"ble to be done. To. 
pnsh Morell's division a.11:ainst the enemy in the dark would have been in no sense­
obedience to that order. Porter wisely ordered the preparations to cease, and the 
troops were put into position to pass the night, picketing in all directions, for Por­
ter had but a few mounted men and the enemy had twenty-five hundred cavalry­
near his flank. 

About this time, when darkness had come on, the rear of McDowell's column of' 
weary troops was passing by the rear of Porter's column, still several miles from 
their destined place on the field. The Union Army was not even yet ready for· 
battle. 

The accompanying maps, marked Board Maps Nos. 2 and 3, exhibit substantially· 
the military situation at the time the 4.30 p. m. order was issued, and that which. 
was then understood by General Pope to exist, as explained to the court-martial 
upon the trial of General Porter. 

We belie>e this plain and simple narrative of the events of the 28th of Au~st. 
clearly shows the true character of General Porter's conduct during that tlIDe. 
We are unable to find in that conduct anything subject to criticism, much less de-. 
serving of censure or condemnation. 

Porter's duty that afternoon was too plain and simple to admit of discussion. It 
was to hold hiR position and cover the deployment of McDowell's troops until the 
latter, or some of them, should get into line; then to connect with them as far as 
might be necessary and practicable, and then, in the absence of further orders, t-0 
act in concert with those troops and others to the right. 
If King's division bad come up on the right, as was expected, and had advanced 

to attack, Porter would have known it instantly, and thus eould have joined in the. 
movement. 
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If the main army retired, as indicated in the joint order, it was Porter's duty to 
Te tire also, after having held his ground long enough to protect its left flank and to 
-cover the retreat of Ricketts's troops. 

Porter did for a moment entertain the purpose of trying to ¢. ve aid to Sigel, who 
was supposed to beretiring before McDowell hadgotKillg's division up to bis sup­
port. That was the nearest to making a mistake tbat Porter came that afternoon. 
But it soon enough became evident that such a purpose must be abandoned; Porter 
had quite bis full share of responsibility where he was. 

The preparations rr;iade for retreat were the ordinary soldierly dispositions to en­
able him to do promptly what he had good reason to expect he might be required 
to do at any moment and must do at nightfall. 

He made frequent reports to his superiors, stating what he had done and what he 
bad been unable to do; what bis situation was in respect to the enemy in bis front 

.and the strength of the enemy there; what bis impressions were from the sounds 
of action toward his right; how he had failed thus far to get any communications 
from any commander in the main army, or any orders from General Pope; asking 
McDowell, who was nearest to him, for such information and his (McDowell's) de,. 
.signsfor the night; sending an aid-de-camp to General Pope for orders and received 
no reply, not ewen information that the 4.30 order had been sent to him; and, 
finally, "informing his superiors that if left to himself, without orders, he would 
have to retire at night for food and water, which he could not get where he was. 
These reports were sent not only frequently, but early enou~h to insure the receipt 

·Of orders from Pope or correct information from McDowell, if they had any to send 
him, before it would be time for him to withdraw. .All these dispatches were sent 
<in the latter part of the afternoon. They all indicated a purpose to retire only after 
being assured that the main army was retiring, and then to cover the retreat of the 
army as far as possible, or to withdraw after nightfall, as the joint order had in­
<licated, if no further orders or information of General Pope's plans could be ob­
tained. 

There is no indication in any of those dispatches, when fairly construed, nor in 
.anything which Porter did or said, of any intention to withdraw until after dark, 
unless compelled to do so by the retreat of the main army; and even then he was 
compelled to hold on until McDowell's troops could get out of the way, and that 
was not until after dark, for Ricketts's division was on the road in Porter's rear all 
the afternoon. . 
It is perfectly clear that Porter bad no thought whatever of retreating from the 

.enemy, or of withdrawing because of the enemy .in bis front; for when the enemy 
was r eported advancing as if to attack, his orders were : "If the enemy is coming, 
bold to him.'' "Post your troops to repulse him." "We cannot retire while Mc­
Dowell holds on." 

It appears to have been assumed in the condemnation of General Porter's con­
duct that he bad some order to attack or soµie information of aggressive plans on 
the part of General Pope, or some intimation, suggestion, or direction to that effect 
ifrom General McDowell, or that there was such a battle going on within his hear­
ing, or something else in the military situation, that requirea him to attack the 
.enemy without orders before receiving the 4.30 p_. m. order at sunset. .All this was 
. the exact reverse of the truth. General Pope s last order, General McDowell's 
directions while he was with General Porter, the military situation as then known 
to both Porter and McDowell, and the movement McDowell had decided to make 
to get bis own troops into line of battle, and the state of the action on the right 
of the field, all combined to absolutely forbid any attack by Porter during that en­
tire aftemoon until he received Pope's order at sunset, and even that order could 
not possibly have been given if the situation had been correctly understood. An 
.attack by him would have been a violation of the spirit of his orders and a crimi­
nal blunder leading to inevitable disaster. In short, he had no choice as a faithful 
-soldier but to do substantially what he did do. 

The range of our investigation has not enabled us to ascertain the source of the 
great error which was committed in the testimony before General Porter's court­
.martial respecting the time of arrival of the main body of Lee's army on the field 
of Manassas. But the infonnation which was in possession of the Union officers 
.at noon of the 29th of August, and afterward published in their official reports, 
.together with the testimony before the court-martial, affords clear, explicit, and 
<Convincing proof that the main body of that army must have been there on the field 
.at that time. 

The recent testimony of confederate officers hardly adds anything to the con­
.elusiveness of that proof, but rather diminishes its force by showing that one divis­
ion (Anderson's) did not arriYe until the next morning; while the information in 
their possession at that time required the Union officers to assume that that d1vis­
ion as well as the others had arrived on the 29th. Yet General Porter's conduct 
was adjudged upon the assumption that not more than one division under Long­
street bad arrived on the field., and that Porter had no considerable force in his 
front. 

The fact is that Longstreet, with four divisions of full twenty-five thousand men, 
was there on the field before Porter arrivetl with his two divisions of nine thou­
.sand men; that the confederate general-in-chief was there in pe1·son at least two 
-0r three hours before the commander of the Army of Virginia himself arrived on 
the field, and that Porter with bis two divisions saved the Army of Virginia that 
.day from the disaster naturally due to the enemy's earlier preparation for battle. 

If the 4.30 order bad been promptly delivered, a very grave responsibility would 
have devolved upon General Porter. The order was based upon conditions which 
were essentially erroneous, and upon expectations which could not possibly be 
.realized. 

It required an attack upon the enemy's flank or rear, which could not be made, 
and that the attacking force keep closed on Reynolds, who was far to the right and 
beyond reach. Yet it would have been too late to correct the error and have the 
order modified. That order appeared to be part of a general plan. It must be exe­
.cuted promptly or not at all. If Porter had made, not the impossible attack which 
was ordered, but a direct attack upon the enemy's right wing, would he have been 
blaineless for the fruitless sacrifice of his troops 1 We believe not. It is a well-es­
tablished military maxim that a corps commander . is not justifiable in making an 
apparently hopeless attack in obediance to an order from a superior who is not on 
the spot, and who is evidently in error in respect to the essential conditions upon 
which theoraeris ba ed. The duty of the corps commander in such a case is to 
.make not a real attack, but a strong demonstration, so a.s to prevent the enemy in 
bis front from sending re-enforcements to other parts of bis line. 

This is all that Porter would have been justifiable in doing, even if be had received 
the 4.30 order at five o'clock; and such a demonstration, or even areal attack made 
.after five o'clock by Porter alone, could have bad no beneficial effect whatever upon 
the general result. It would not have diminished in the least the r esistance offered 
to the attacks made at other points that afternoon. The display of troops made 
by Porter earlier in the afternoon had all the desired and all possible beneficial 
-effect. It caused Longstreet's reserve divi ion to be sent to his extreme right in 
front of Porter's position. There that division remained until about six o'clock­
too late forit to t:ikeanyeffective part in the operations atot.her points of the line. 

A powerful and well-sustained attack by the combined forces of Porter's corps 
.and King's division upon the enemy's right wing, if it had been commenced early 
in the afternoon, might have drawn to that part of the field so large a part of Long­
street's force as to have given Pope some chance of success against Jackson; but 
an attack by Pol'teralonecould have been but an ineffective blow, dest.ructiveonly 
to the force that made it, and~ followed by a counter-attack, disastrous to the Union 
Army. Such an attack, unuer such circumstances, would have been not only a 
great blunder, but-, on the part of an intelligent officer, it would have been a great 
.crime. 

What General Porter actually did d:>, although bis situation was by no means 
free from embarras ment and anxiety at the time, now seems to have been only 
thi: simple, n~cessary action which a~ inrelligent soldier had no choice bnt to take. 
It is not possible that any court-martial coultl have condemned such· conduct7 if it 
had been correctly understood. On the contrary, that conduct was obedient subor­
clinate, faithful, and judicious. It saved the Union army from disaster on the 29th 
of August. 

This ends the transactions upon which were based the charges of which General 
Porter was pronounced guilty; but some account of the part taken by him and his 
corps in the ~vents of tJ;ie following day, August 30, whi~h gave rise to a charge 
which was withdrawn, is necessary to a full understanding of the merits of the 
case. 

.A.t three a. m . of the 30th, General Porter received the following order, and in 
compliance with it promptly withdrew from his position in presence of the enemy 
and marched rapidly by the Sudley road to the center of the battle-field, where he 
reported to General Pope for orders: . 

" HEADQUARTERS .A.rurr OF VmGJ::rn.A, · 
"IN THE FIELD NEAR B ULL Rm;, 

"August 29, 1862--8.50 p. m. 
"GE!IBRAL: Immediatelv upon receipt of this order, the precise hour of receiv­

ing which you will acknowledge, you will march your command to the fi eld of bat­
tle of to-day and report to me in person for orders. You are to understand that you 
are expected to comply strictly with this order, and to be present on the field within 
three hours after its reception, or after daybreak to-morrow morning. 

"Major-General F. J. PORTER-" 
[Received August 30-3.30 a. m.] 

"JOHN POPE 
"Major-Genflral, Gommandi.:ig. 

At first sight it would appear that in this prompt and unbesitatina movement 
under this order General Porter committed a grave fault. He was aheauy on th~ 
field of battle, confronting the enemy in force, and holding a po ition of rital im­
portance to the security of Pope's army; while the latter appeared, from the order 
to be wholly in the dark respecting these all-important facts. It is true the orue~ 
was most positive, imperative, and also distrustful in its t erms. But those very 
te!-'ms served to show only the more forcibly that the order was based upon a total 
misapprehension of the essential facts, without which misapprehension it woul-1 
not seem possible that such an order could have been issued. '1.'he well-establi bed 
military rule is that such an order must never be obeyed until the commander 
who gave it has been informed of bis error and given an opportunity to correct it· 
but, upon close examination, the opposite view of Porter's conduct untler this 
order appears to be the just one. 

Porter had repeatedly reported to McDowell the presence of the enemy in lar"e 
force in his front. Presumably these reports had gone to Pope, as one of them h~d 
in fact. Porter had also sent an aid-de-camp with a written messaae to Pope 
about four p . m., and had sent a written reply to the 4.30 'P· m. order after 6 30 p. m . 
These last two dispatches have not been preserved by General Pope, and hence 
their contents are not known to us; but we are bound to presume that they r eported 
the situation as Porter then knew it, and as be had frequently reported it to Mc­
Dowell, and the last of these dispatches, in reply to the 4.30 p m. order, was later 
than the latest of those in which Porter had spoken of any intention to fall back. 
Hence Porter had already given t-0 his superior all the iriformation which it was 
possible for him to give, and nothing remained for him but to obey the order . 
This movement of Porter's corps on the morning of the 30th was the beginning of 
the unfortunate operations of that day. This corps, which bad been protecting the 
left flank of Popes army, was withdrawn from its important position, leanng the 
left wing and flank exposed to attack by greatly superior force of the enemy, 
brought to the center of the field and then ordered "in pursuit of the enemy." 

["Special Orders No.-.] 
"HEADQUARTERS NEAR GROVETON, 

"August 30, 1862-12 m. 
"The following forces will be immediately thrown forward in pursuit of the 

enemy and press him vigorously during the whole day. Major-General McDowell 
is assigned to the command of the pursuit; Major-General Porter's corps will push 
forward on the Warrenton turnpike, followed by the divisions of Brigadier-Gen­
erals King and Reynolds. The division of Brigadier-General Ricketts will pursue 
the Hay Market road, followed by the corps of Major-General Heintzelman. The 
necessary cavalry will be assigned to these columns by Major-General McDowell, 
to whom regular and frequent reports will be made. The general headquarters 
will be somewhere on the Warrenton turnpike. 

"By command of Major-General Pope. 
"GEO. D. RUGGLES, 

"Ool<>nel and Ohief of Staff." 
"HEADQUARTERS THIRD CORPS, .A.ru.rY OF VmGINIA. 

''August 30, 1862 . 
"Major-General PORTER, 

" Oommanding, cf:c.: 
"Major-General McDowell, bein~ charged with the advanced forces ordered to 

pursue the enemy, directs me to inform you that your corJ.>S will be followed 
immediately by :King's division, supported by R.eynolds. Hemtzelman, with his 
corps, precedea by Riclrett's clivision, will move on your right, on the road from 
Sudley Springs to Hay Market. He is instructed to throw out skirmishers to the 
left, which it is de irable you should join with your right. General .McDowell's 
headquarters will be at the head of Reynold's division, on the Warrenton road. 
Organize a strong advance to precede your command, and push on rapidl.v in pur­
suit of the enemy until you come in contact with him. Report frequently. Bay­
ard's brigade will be ordered to report to yon; push it well to the left as yon ad­
vance. 

"Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"ED. SCHRIVER, 

" Ool-Onel and Chief of Staff." 

These orders led to an attack upon the confederate left wing, Jackson ·s command, 
made mainly by Butterfield's and Barnes brigades, of Morell's division, and by 
Sykes't<l division, which is described as follows by the confederate generals: 

(Extract from General Lee's report of operations of the army of N orlhern Vir 
ginia, bat;tle. of Manassas.] 

"HEADQUARTERS.ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, March 6, 1863. 
"Sm: * * * .A.bout three p. m. the enemy, having massed bis troops in front 

of General Jackson, advanced against bis position in strong force. His front line 
pushed forward until engaged at close quarters by Jackson's troops, when its prog­
ress was checked, and a fierce and bloody strugftle ensued. A second and third 
line, of great stren17th, moved up to support the first, but in doing so came within 
easy range of a position a little in advance of Longstreet's left. He immediately 
ordered up two batteries, and two others being thrown forward about the same 
time by Colonel S. D. Lee, under their well-directed and destructive fire the sup­
porting lines were broken and fell back in confusion. Their repeated efforts to 
rally were unavailing, and Jackson's t roops beinp: thus relieved from the pressure 
of overwhelming numbers, began to press steadily forward, driving the enemy 
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before them. He retreated in confusion, suffering severely from oar artillery, 
which advanced as he retired. General Longstreet, anticipating the order for a 
general advance, now threw his whole command against the Federal center and 
ifeft. * .. * 

"I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"R.E. LEE, 

"General. 
·" General S. COOPER, 

".Adjutant and Inspector-General, Rich1nond, Va." 

[Extra.ct from the report of General James Longstreet, October 10, 1862.) 
* * • "During the clay Colonel S. D. Lee, with his rese1"\e artillery placed 

in the position occupied .the day previous by General Walton, engaged tp.e en­
-emy in a >cry severe arj:1llery combat. The result was, as the day pronous, a 
snccess. At 3.30 o'clock in the afternoon I rode to the front for the purpose of 
completing arrangements for making a diversion in favor of a flank mo•ement 
then under contemplation. Just after reaching my front line I received a message 
for re-enforcements for General J"ackson, who was s'lid to be se>erely pressed. 
From an eminence near by, one portion of the enemy's masses attacking General 
.Jackson were immediately within my view and in easy ran~e of batteries in that 
position. It j!.avo me an advanta).!;e that I had uot expecteu to ha>e, and I made 
haste to u e it. Two batteries were ordered for the purpose, and one placed in 
position immediately and opened. Just as the tire began I received a message from 
the commanding gt'neral informing me of General Jackson's condition and his wants. 
As it was evident that the attack ag~inst General Jackson could not be continued 
ten minutes under the fire of these batteries, I made no movement with my troops." .. 
(Extract from report of General Jackson of operations from August 15 to Septem-

. ber 5, 1862.] 
.. HEADQUARTERS SECOND COilPS, A. N. V., April 27, 1863. 

"GENF.RAL: After some desultory skirmishing and heavy cannonading during 
the da.v, the Federal infantry, about four o·clock in the evening, moved from under 
-cover of the wool.I and advancell in several lines, first engaging the right, but soon 
extending its attack to tho center and left. In a few moments om· entire line was 
engaged in a fierce and sanguinary struggle with the eoemy. .As one line was re­
pulsed another took its place and pressed forward as if determined, by force of 
numl)Crs :rnu fury of assault, todriveus from our positions. So impetuous and well 
sustained were these onsets as to induce me to seud to the commanding general for 
re-enforcements; but tho timely and gallant ad-...ance of General Longstreet on the 
right relie-...ed my troops from the pressure of overwhelming numbers, and gave to 
these brave men the chances of a more equal contlict. As Longstreet pressed upon 
the right the :Federal adYancewas checked, and soon a general advance of my whole 
line was ordered. · 

"T. J. J A.CKSON, 
' ' Lieutenant-General. 

"Brigadier.General It. n. UHILTOX, 
".A.. A . .A.. General Headqttartel's Department A. N. V." 

As Longstreet's army pressed forward to strike Pope's exposed left wing and 
flank, Warren, with his little brigade, sprung into the gap and breasted the storm 
until I.mt a handful of his braYe men were left alive. 'l:hen Sykes, with his dis­
ciplined brigatles, and Reynolds, with bis gallant, Pennsylvania Reserves, seized 
the commanding ground in rear, and, like a rock, withstood the advance of the 
victorious enemy anll savetl the Union Army from rout. 

Thus did this gallant corps nobly and amply vindicate the character of their 
trusted chief, and demonstrate to all the world that "disobedience of orders" and 
"misbehavior in tho presence of the enemy" are crimes which could not possibly 
find place in the bead or heart of him who thus commanded that corps. 

These events of the 30th of August were excluded from the evidence before the 
-00urt-martial that tried General Porter; but. ju~tice require3 that they should be 
mentioned here as having an important· bearing upon the question of animus which 
wa8 so strongly dwelt upon in the review of Porter's case by the Judge-Ad-...ocate­
General. 

The foregoing is tbe simple history of the part taken by Porter and his corps in 
the eventa which gave rise to the following charges and specifications, findings 
and sentence, and executive action: -

["General Orders No. 18.] 
"W A.R DEPARTMENT, ADJUTilT-G&"\'Ell.A.L'S OFFICE, 

" .Washington, January 22, 1863. 
"I. Before a general court-martial which convened in the city of Washin!!ton, 

District of Columbia, November27, 1862, pursuant to Special Orders No. 362, d'ated 
Headquarters of the Army, November 25, 1862, and of which Major-General D. 
Hunter, United Stat.es volunteers, is president, was arraigned and tried Major­
General Fitz-John Porter, United States volunt.eers. 

" CHAUGE I.-Violation of the ninth article of war. 
' ' SPECIFICATION nRBT.-In this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Por­

ter, of tbe >olunteers of the United Stat.es, having received a lawful order, on or 
about the 27th Au~st, 1862, while at or near Warrenton Junction, in Virginia, 
from Major-General John Pope, his superior and commanding officer, in the fol­
lowing figures and letters, to 1vit: 

" ' HEADQUARTERS A.RMY OF VmcINIA, 
"'August 27, 1862-6.30 p. m., Bristoe Station. 

'' 'GENEUAL : The maj 01-general commanding directs that yon start atone o'clock 
to-night and come forward with your whole corps, or such part of it as is with you, 
so as to be here by daylight to·morrow morning. Hooker bas had a very severe 
action with the enemy, with a loss of about three hundred killed and wounded. 
The enemy has been driven ba-0k, but is retiring along the railroad. We must 
drive him from Manas.'!as and clear the country between that place and Gainesville, 
where McDowell is. If Morell has not joined you, send word to him to push for­
ward immediately; also send word to .Hanks to hurry forward with all speed to 
take your place at Warrenton Junction. It is i::.ecessary, on all accounts, that you 
should be here by daylight. I send an officer with this dispatch, who will conduct 
you to tuis place. Be sure to send word to Ban ks, who is on the road from Fay­
etteville, probably in the direction of .Bealeton. Say to Banks, also, that be had 
best run back the railroad train to this side of Cedar Run.. If he is not with you, 
write him to that effect. 

" ' By command of Major-General Pope. 

" 'Major-General F. J. PORTER, 
'''Warrenton Junction. 

"'GEO. D. RUGGLES, 
"'Colonel and Oh'ief of Staff. 

"'P. S.-If Banks is not at Warrenton Junction, leave a. regiment of infantry 
and two pieces of artillery as a guard till he comes up, with instructions. to follow 
you immediately. If Banks is not at the junction instruct Colonel Clary to run 
the trains back to this side of Cedt.r Run, and post a regiment and section of artil­
lery with it. 

"'By command of Major-General Pope. 
"'GEO. D. RUGGLES, 

'' 'Colonel and Chief of Staff.' 
did then and there disobey the said order, being at the time in the face of the 
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enemy. This at or near Warrenton, in the State of Virginia, on or about the 28th 
of August, 1862. 

"SPECIFICATION SECOND.-ln this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter, 
being in front of the enemy, at Manaasas, Virginia, on or about the morning of Au­
gust 29, 1862, did receive from Major-Genera1 John Pope, his superior and com­
manding officer, a lawful order, in the following letters and figures, to wit: 

.. ' HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF VJRGL"\"JA, 

" ' Generals McDOWELL and PORTER: 
"' Centreville . .August 29, 18G2. 

'''You will please move forward with yoarjointcommandstoward Gainesville. I 
sent General Porter written orders to that effect an hour and a half ago Heintzel­
man, Sigel, and Reno are moving on the Warrenton turnpike, and must now be not 
far from Gainesville. I desire that as soon as communication is established between 
this force and your own the whole command shall halt. It may be necessary to fall 
back behind Bull Run at Centreville to-night. I presume it will be so on account of 
oar supplies. I have sent no orders of any description to Ricketts, and none to in­
terfere in any way with the movements of McDowell's troops, except what I sent 
by his aid.de-camp last night, which were to hold his position on the Warrenton 
pike until the troops from here should fall on the enemy's flank and rear. I do not 
e-...en know Ricketts's position, as I have not been able to find out where General 
McDowell was until a late hoar this morning. General McDowell will take imme­
diate steps to communicate with General Ricketts and instruct him to join the other 
divisions of his corps as soon as practicable. If any considerable advantages are 
to be gained by departing from this order, it will not be strictly carried out. One 
thing must beheld in view: thatthe troops must occupy a position from which they 
can reach Bull Run to-uight or by morning. The indications a.re that the whole 
force of the enemy is moving in this direction at a pace that will bring them here by 
to-morrow night or the next day. My own headquarters will for the present be 
with Heintzelman's corps or at this place. 

"' JOHN POPE, 
"'Major-General Commanding.' 

which order the said Major-General Porter did then and there disobey. This at. or 
near Mana.ssas. in the State of Virginia., on or about the 29th of August. 1862. 

"SPECIFICATIOX TH.IRD.-ln this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter 
having been in front of the enemy during the battle of Manassas, on Friday, the 
29th of August, 1862, di cl on that day receive from Major-GeneraJ John Pope, his 
superior and commanding officer, a lawful order, in the following letters and 
figures, to wit: -

"'HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 

".Major.General PORTER: 
" 'August 29, 1862-4.30 p . m. 

"'Your line of march brings you in on the enemy's right flank. I desire you to 
push forward into action at once on the enemy's flank, and, if possible, on his rear. 
keeping your right in communication with General Reynolds. The enemy is 
massed in the woods in front of us, but can be shelled out as soon as .vou engage 
their flank. Keep heavy reserves, and use your batteries, keeping well closetl to 
your right all the time. In case you are obliged to fall back, do so to your right 
and rear, so as to keep you in close communication with the right wing. 

"'JOHN POPE, 
" 'Major-General, Oommanding.' 

which said order .the said Major-Gener-al Porter did then and there disobey, and 
did fail to push forward bis forces into action either on the enemy's flank or rear, 
and in all other res:pects did fail to obey said order. This at or near Manassas, in 
the State of Virgi.ma, on or about the 29t·h of August, 1862. 

"SPECIFICATION FOURTH.- ln that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter, being 
at or near Manassas Junction on the night of 29th August, 1862, did receive from 
MaJor-General John Pope, his superior and commanding officer, a. lawful order, in 
figures and words as follows, to wit : 

" 'HEADQUARTERS ARMY VmGINIA, IN THE FIELD !\'EAR BULL RUN, 
"'August 29, 1862-8.50 p. m. 

"'GENERAL: Immediately upon receipt of this order, the precise hour ofreceiving 
which you will acknowledge, you will march your command to the field of battle 
of to-day, and report to me in person for orders. You are to understand that you 
are expected to comply strictly with this order, and to be present on the field within 
three hours after its reception, or after daybreak to-morrow morning. 

"'Major-General F. J. PORTER.' 

"'JOHN POPE, 
"•Major-General, Commanding. 

"And the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter did then and there disobey the 
said order, and did permit one of the brigades of his command to march to Centre­
ville-out of the way of the field of battle-and there to remain daring the entire 
day of Saturday, the 30th of August. This at or near Manassas Station, in the 
State of Virginia., on the 29th and 30th days of August, 11362. 

' 1 SPECIFICATION FIFTH.-ln this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter, 
being at or near Manassas Station, in the State of Virginia, on thenightof the 29th 
August, 1862, and having received from his superior commanding officer, Major­
Genera.l John Pope, the lawful order set forth in specification 4 to this charge, 
did then and there disobey the same, and did permit one other brigade attached 
to bis comniand-being the bri~de commanded by Brigadier-General A. S. Piatt­
to march to Centreville, and din thereby peatly delay the arrival of the said Gen­
eral Piatt's brigade on the field of the battle of Manassas, on Saturday, the 30th 
August, 1862. This at or near .Manassas, in the State of Virginia, on or about the 
29th day of August, 1862. 

"CHARGE II -Violation of the fifty-second article of war. 
"SPECIFICATION FIUST.-ln this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter, 

during the battle of Manassas, on Friday, the 29th August, 1 62, and while within 
sight of the field and in full hearing of its artillery, did receive from Major-Gen.­
eral John Pope, his superior and commanding officer, a lawful order to attack the 
enemy, in the following figures and letters, to wit: 

'''Major-General PORTER : 

" 'HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
" 'August 29, 1862-4.30 P- m. 

"'Your line of march brings you in on the enemy's right flank. I desire you to 
push forward mto action at once on the enemy's flank, and, if possible. on his rear, 
keeping your right in communication with General Reynolds. The enemy is 
massed in the woods in front of us, but can be shelled out as soon as you engage 
their flank. Keep heavy reserves, and use your batteries, keeping well closed to 
your right all the time. In case you are obliged to fall back, do so to your right 
and rear, so as to keep you in close communication with the right wing. 

'" JOHN POPE, 
" 'Major-General, Commanding.' 

which said order the said Major-General Porter did then and there shamefully 
disobey, and did retreat from advancing forces of the enemy without any attempt. 
to engage them, or to aid the troops wno were already fighting greatly superior 
numbers, and were relying on the flank attack he was thus ordered to make to se­
cure a decisive victory and to capture the enemy's army, ai result which must ha,ve 
followed from said flank attack had it been made by the said General Porter in 
compliauce with the said order which he so shamefuliy disobeyed. This at or near 
Manassas, in the State of Virginia., on or about the 29th of August, 1862. 
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ti SPECIFICATION SECOXD.-In this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Por­
ter, being with his army corps on Friday, the 29th of August, 1862, between Ma­
nassas Station and the field of battle then pending between the forces of the United 
States and those of the rebels, and within sound of the guns and in the presence of 
the enemy, and knowing that a severe action of great consequence was being fought, 
and that the aid of his corps was greatly needed, did fail all day to bring it on to 
the field, and did shamefully fall back and retreat from the advance of the enemy 
-without any attempt to give them battle, and without knowing the forces from 
which he shamefully retreated. This near Manassas Station, in the State of Vir­
ginia, on the 29th of August, 1862 . 

.. SPECIFICATION THIRD.-ln this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter, 
being with his army corps near the field of battle of Manassas on the 29th of August, 
1862, while a severe action was being fought by the troops of Major-Gilneral Pope's 
command, and being in the belief that the troo:ps of the said General Pope were 
eustaininrr defeat ancl retirin"' from the field, did shamefully fail to go to the aid 
of the saiCt troops and genera!, and did shamefully retreat away, and did fall back 
with hia army to the Manassas Junction, and leave to the disasters of a presumed 
defeat the said army; and did fail, by any attempt to attack the enemy, to aid in 
averting the misfortune of a disaster that would have endangered the safety of the 
capital of the country. This at or near Manassas Station, in the State of Virginia, 
on the 29th day of August, 1862. 

.. SPECIFICATION FOURTH.-ln this: that the said Major-General Fitz-John Porter, 
on the field of battle of .Manassas, on Saturday, the 30th August, 1862, having received 
a lawful order from his superior officer and commandi:D~ p;eneral, Major-General 
John Pope, to en~age the enemy's lines, and to carry a position near the center, and 
to take an annoywg battery there posted, did proceed in the execution of that order 
with nnnecessary slowness, and by delays give the enemy opportunities to watch 
and know his movements, and to prepare to meet his attack; and did finally so 
feebly fall upon the enemy's lines as to make little or no impression on the same, 
and dld fall back and draw away his forces unnecessarily, and without making 
any of the great personal efforts to rally his troops or to keep their lines, or to in­
spire his troops to meet the sacrifices and to make the resistance demanded by the 
importance of his position, and the momentous consequences and' disasters of a 
retreat at so critical a junction of the day. 

"To which charges and specifications tJie accused, Major-General Fitz-John 
Porter, United States Volunteers, pleaded as follows: 

IC 'CHARGE I. 

" ' To specification first, 'Not gnilty.' 
"'To spooification second, 'Not guilty.' 
"'To specification third, •Not guilty.' 
"'To specification fourth, 'Not guilty.' 
"'To specification fifth, 'Not guilty.' 
"'And to the charge, 'Not guilty.' 

"'CHARGE IL 

"'To specification first, 'Not guilty.' 
"'To specification second, 'Kot guilty.' 
"'To specification third, 'Not guilty.' 
"'And to the charge, 'Not guilty.' 

" 'FINDD.9G. 
" • The court, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the accused, 

::Maijor-General Fitz-John Porter, of United States volunteers, as follows: 
"'CHARGE I.-Of the first specification, 'Guilty.' Of the second specification, 

'Guilty.' Of the third s-pecitication, 'Guilty.' Of the fourth specification, 'Not 
guilty.' Of the fifth specification, 'Not guilty.' Of the charge, 'Guilty.' 

"•CHARGE IL-Of the first specification, 'Guilty, except so much of the specifi­
cation as implies that he, the accused, • did retreat from advancing forces of the 
enemy,' after the receipt of the order set forth in said specification.' Of the sec­
ond specification, 'Guilty.' Of the third specification, 'Guilty, except the words, 
'to the Manassas Junction.' ' Of the charge, 'Guilty.' 

"SENTENCE. 
"'And the court t,herefore does sentence him, Major-General Fitz-John Porter, of 

the United States volunteers, 'to be cashiered, and to be forever disqualified from 
holding any office of trust or profit under the Government of the United States.' 

"•II. In compliance with the sixty-fifth of the Rules and Articles of War, the 
whole v.roceedings of tho general court-martial in the foregoing case have been 
transnntted to the Secretary of War, and by him laid before the President of the 
U nited St.ates. 

" 'The following are the orders of the President: ' The foregoing proceedings, 
findings, and sentence in the foregoin& case of Major-General Fitz-John Porter are 
approved and confirmed; and it is oruered that the said Fitz-John Porter be, and 
hereby is, cashiered and dismissed from the service of the United States as a major­
general of volunteers, and as colonel and brevet brigadier-general in the regular 
service of the United States, and forever disqualified from holding any office of 
trust or profit under the Government of the United States. 

"'January 21, 1863. 
"'.A.BRAHAM LINCOLN.' 

"'III. The general court-martial, of which Major-General Hunter is president, 
is hereby dissolved. 

"'By order of the Secretary of War .. 

"' o.~cial: 

~asistant' Adjutant-General.' " 

" IL. THOMAS, 
"'Adjutant-General. 

These charges and specifications certainly bear no discernible resemblance to 
the facts of tlie case as now established. Yet it has been our duty to carefully 
comparo with these facts the views entertained by the court-martial, as shown in 
the findings and in the review of the case which was prepared for the information 
of the President by the Judge-Advocate-General who had conducted the prosecu­
tion, and thus to clearly perceive every error into which the court-martial was led. 
We trust it is not necessary for us to submit in detail the results of this compar­
ison, and that it will be sufficient for us to point out the fundamental errors, and 
to say that all the essential facts in every instance stand out in clear and absolute 
contrast t-0 those supposed facts upon which General Porter was adjudged guilty. 

Tho fnndamental errors upon which tho conviction of General Porter depended 
may bo summed up in a fow words. It was maintained, and apparently established 
to the satisfaction of the court-martial, that only about one-halrof tho confederate 
army was on the fiehl of Manassas on the 29th of Auirust, while General Lee, 
with the other half, was still beyontl the Bull Run Mountains; that General Pope's 

~~ft'fic!h~!!~!i,~~r~~~~~d:dst:!1~g~1 ~ fla~;;:e~~~: ~~~l !i5~t~~ ~~~ 
expected to make to insure the defeat and destruction or capture of the confederate 
force in their front under General Jackson; that McDowell and Porter, with their 
joint forces, Porter's leading, had advanced toward Gainesville until the head of 
their column had reached a point near the Warrenton turnpike, where they found 
a division of confederate troops, "seventeen regiments," which Buford had counted 
as they marched through Gainesville, marching along the road across Porter's 
front. and going toward the field of battle at Groveton; that McDowell ordered 

Porter to at once attack that column thus moving to join Ja-0kson, or the flank and 
rear of the line if they had formed in line, while he would take his own troops by 
the Sudley Springs road and throw them upon the enemy's center near Grovoton ; 
that Port~r, McDowell having then separated from him, disobeyed that order to 
attack, allowed that division of tho enemy's troops to pass him unmolested, and 
then fell back and retreated toward Manassas Junction ; that Porter then remained 
in the rear all the afternoon, listening to the sounds of battle and coolly contem­
platin~ a presumed defeat of his comrades on the center and right of the field; that 
this division of the enemy having passed Porter's column and formed on the right ' 
of Jackson's line, near Groveton, an order was sent to Porter to attack the ri~ht 
flank on the rear of the enemy's line, upon which his own line of march must brmg 
him, but that he had willfuily disobeyed, and made no attempt to execute that 
order; that in this way was lost the opportunity to destroy Jackson's detached 
force before the other wing of General Lee's army could Join it, and that this j11nc­
tion having been effooted during the night of the 29th, the defeat of General Pope's 
army on the 30th thus resulted from General Porter's neglect and disobedience. 

Now, in contrast to these fundamental errors, the following all-important facts 
are fully established: 

As Porter was advancing toward Gainesville, and while yet nearly four miles 
from that place and more than two miles from the nearest point of the Warrenton 
turnpike, he met the right wing of t.he confederate army, twenty-five thousand 
stron~~ whicp. had arriv~d on the fiel.d that morning and was already in line of bat­
tle. .cl"ot bemg at that moment qrute fully informed of the enemy's movements, 
and being then nnder orders from Pope to :push rapidly toward Gainesville, Porter 
was pressing forward to attack the enemy m his front, when McDowell arrived on 
the field with later information of the enemy, and later and very different orders 
from Pope, assumed t.he commancl, and arrested Porter's advance. This latter in­
formation left no room for doubt that the main body of Lee's army was already on 
the field and fa,r in advance of Pope's army in preparation for battle. General 
McDowell promptly decided not to attempt to go farther to the front, but to deploy 
his column so as to form line in connection with General Pope's right wing, which 
was then enga,!!ed with .Tackson. To do this General McDowell sep-arated his corps 
entirely from General Porter's, and thus relinquished the command and all right 
to the command of Porter's corps. McDowell did not give Porter any order to 
attack, nor did he give him any orders whatever to govern his action after their 
separation. 

It does not appear from the testimony that he conveyed to General Porter in any 
way the erroneous view of the military situation which was afterward maintained 
before the court-martial, nor that he suggested to General Porter any expectatiQn 
that he would make an attack. On the contrary, the testimony of all the witnesses 
as to what was actually said and done; the information which McDowell and Por­
ter then had respecting the enemy, and the movement which McDowell decided to 
make, and did make, with his own troops, prove conclusively that there was left 
no room for doubt in Porter's mind that his duty was to stand on the defen ive and 
hold his position nntil McDowell's movement could be completed. It would have 
indicated a ~reat error of military judgment to have done or ordered the contrary 
in the situation as then fully known to both McDowell and Porter. 

General Pope appears from his orders and from his testimony to have been at 
that time wholly ignorant Clf the true situation. He bad disapproved ·of the send­
ing of Ricketts to Thoroughfare Gap to meet Longstreet on the 28th, believing 
that the main body of Lee's army could not reach the field of Manassas before the 
night of t.he 30th. Hence he sent the order to Port~r dated 4.30 p. m., to attack 
Johnson's right flank or rear. Fortunately that order did not reach Porter nntil 
about snnset, too late for any attack to be made. Any attack which Porter could 
have made at any time that afternoon must necessarily have been fruitless of any 
good result. Porter's faithful, sabordinate, and intelligent conduct that afternoon 
saved the Union Army from the defeat which would otherwise have resulted that 
day from the enemy's more speedy concentration. The only seriously critical period 
of that campaign, namely, between eleven a. m. and snnset of August 29, was thus 
safely passed. Porter had nnderstood and appreciated the military situation, and 
so far as he had acted upon his own judgment his action had been wise and judi­
cious. For the disaster of the succeediilg day he was in no degree responsible. 
Whoever else may have been responsible, it did not flow from any action or inaction 
of his. 

The judgment of the court-martial uvon General Porter's conduct was evidently 
based upon greatly erroneous impressions, not only respecting what that conduct 
really was and the orders nnder which he was acting, but also respecting all the 
circumstances under which he acted. Especially was this true in respect to the 
character of the battle of the 29th of August. That battle consisted of a number 
of sharp and gallant combats between small portions of the opposing forces. Those 
combats were of short duration and were separated by long intervals of simple 
skirmishing and artillery duels. Until after six o'clock on1y a small part of the 
troops OR either side were engaged at any time during the afternoon. Then about 
sunset, one additional division on each side was engaged near Groveton. The 
musketry of that last contest aud the yells of the confederate troops about dark 
were distinctly heard by the officers ot Porter's corps; but at no other time during 
all that afternoon was the volume of musketry such that it could be heard at the 
position of Porter's troops. No sound but that of artillery was heard by them dur­
mg all those hours when Porter was understood by the court-martial to have been 
listening to the sounds of a furious battle raging immediately to his riaht. And 
those sounds of artillery were by no means such as to indicate a generaf battle. 

The reports of the 29th and those of the 30th of August have somehow been 
strangely confounded with each other. Even the confederate reports have, since 
the determination of the war, been similarly misconstrued. Those of the 30th ha~e 
been misquoted as referring to the 29th, thus to prove that a furious battle was 
going on while Po~-terwas comparatively inactive on the 29th. The fierce and gal­
lant struggle of bis own troops on lbe 30th has thus been used to sustain the orig­
inal error under which he was condemned. General Porter waa, in effoot, con­
demned for not having taken any part in his own battle. Such was the error upon 
which General Porter was pronounced guilty of the most shameful crime known 
among soldiers. We believe no one among all the gallant soldiers on that bloody 
field wa-s less deserving of such condemnation than lie. 

The etidence of bad animus in Porter's case ceases to be material in view of the 
evidence of his soldi~rly and faithful conduct. But it is our du~ to say that the 
indiscreet and unkind terms in which General Porter expressed his distrust of the 
capacity of his superior commander cannot be defended. And to that indiscretion 
was due, in a very great measure, the misrepresentation of both his motives and 
his conduct and his consequont condeIIlI!ation. 

Having thus given the reasons for our conclusions, we have the honor to report, 
in accordance with the President's order, that, io our opinion. justice r~uires at 
his hands such action as may be necessary to annul and set aside the findings and 
sentence of the court-martial in the case of Major-General Fitz-John Porter, and 
to restore him to the positions of which that sentence deprived him-such restor­
ation to take effect from the date of his dismissal from service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General Unit,ed, St,af.ell Army. 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 

Brigadier-General United States ANl\y. 
GEO. W. GETTY, 

Brevet Major-General United States Army, OoloneZ Third Artillery. 
which said report your committee beg leave to incorporate in this, the report of 
your committee, as a part thereof, and fully concurring therein, they have deemed 
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it a further duty as a proper measure of relief in the premises, to present herewith 
the accompanymg bill and recommend the pass~~e thereof. 

w M. A. J. SP ARKS, 
Chairman. 

G. G. DIBRELL, 
EDWD. S. BRAGG, 
J. E. JOHNSTON, 
WM. E. SMITH, 
BENJAMIN LEFEVRE, 
C. UPSON, 

Members of the Committee. 

Mr. McCOOK submitted the following as the views of the minority : 
The minoritv of the Committee on Military Affairs submit the following report, 

giving some of the reasons why they cannot approve and support Honse bill No. 
2976. That bill, which meets with the appronl of the majorit.v, sets aside and 
re•okes the findings of the court-martial by which Fitz.John Porter was cashiered, 
on the grounds that the findings and sentence ''were based in error, and without 
due knowledl?je of the facts in the case." It also restores him to the service of the 
United States, with all the rank and privileges to which he would have been enti­
tled hacl there been no co .rt. It creates the new and, so far as we know, hereto­
fore unknown positiorr of supernumerary colonel for him, to be held by him until 
a yacancy occurs, when be is to be regularly assigned; and it gives him the retired 
pay of a major-_general and colonel, amounting, in the aggregate, to the enormous 
sum of between fifty and sixty thousand dollars. 

All this, as the majority say, because he has had a wrong done him, because-he 
has been deprived of the rights of citizenship upon unfounded charges, and because 
he bas been at great expense in vindicating his character and conduct as an officer 
and soldier from the disgrace and obloquy cast upon him. To each and every one 
of these assertions the mmority of your committee object, and from the conclusions 
drawn and the bill itself they dissent. 

It is with great rel?l'et and a very considerable degree of embarrassment that they 
find it necessary to do so. Regret, because no one can read unmoved the appeals 
of General Porter; and embarrassment, because the majority have adopted as the 
basis of their report the finding and recommendation of the board of officers con­
vened by the President of the United States in June, 1878. That board was com­
posed of_ three distinguished officers of the Army-two graduates of the Military 
Academy-and naturally, perhaps, its report is entitled to weight. N otwithstand­
ing this -the minority of your committee, in the discharge of the duty imposed upon 
them, do not hesitate to antagonize the findings of the board, and to express the 
opinion that they were based largely upon evidence not fairly or properly applica­
ble to a conect determination of the case. 

At all ev.ents, the record shows that although the board was convened by the 
President in order that" be might be fully informed of the facts of the case," the 
information given by it only satisfied him-to quote his language-" that he ought 
to lay the proceedings and conclusions before Congress." In this shape and in this 
manner it has reached the Committee on Military Affairs, and with a clear under­
standing of the apparent presumption of the non-professional and fix-volunteer mind 
criticising the conclusions of a board of regular officers, we have the honor to sub· 
mit the following: 

In .August, 1862, Fitz-.T ohn Porter was a major-general of volunteers, colonel and 
bre'\"et brigadier-general in the Regular Army, and in command of the Fifth Army 
Corps. For certain alleged offenses he was tried and convicted by a court-martial 
and sentenced to be cashiered, and on the 21st of January, 1863, the sentence was ap­
:proved by Abraham Lincoln, thenPresidentofthe United States. In this connection 
1 tis proper to state that the appeal made by Porter to President Lincoln in August, 
1863, fol' a reopening of the case was disregarded, as were the subsequent ones to 
President Johnson in 1867 and to President Grant in 1869. The charges upon 
which General Porter was tried were '\"iolation of the ninth and fifty-second arti­
cles of war, the punishment for which was death, or such other penalty as a court­
martial might iilflict. Generally speaking, they provide for the punishment of any 
officer or soldier who disobeys tho command of his superior officer, or for the pun­
ishment of any officer or soldier who misbehaves himself in the presence of the 
enemy. 

On these charges General Porter was found guilty, was cashiered, and forever 
disqualified from holding any office of profit or trust under the Government of the 
United States. His trial was held within a few months of the battle of :Manassas, 
and when witnesses who were present on the side of the national forces were easily 
obtained. The movements of the armies were fresh in the minds of those inter­
ested ; the -court was composed of men eminent in their profession, six of them 
graduates of West Point, some intimate personal friends of the accused, and some 
have become equally eminent in civil life; and nothing has boon shown to con­
vince us that they were not honestly anxious to do justice in accordance with their 
oaths, without partiality. favor, or affection. Porter himself made no objection to 
the detail of the court, and, in addressing it, said, "Yourselves most, if not all, 
ba•e known me well." 

The proceedings lruited for forty-five days, and many witnesses appeared before it, 
including Generals Pope, McDowell, Heintzelman, Morell, Griffin. Reynolds, Sykes, 
Butterfield, and Buford, who comnanderl corps, divisions, and brigades on the days of 
the 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th of An"ust, 1862. In addition, the court had the ben­
efit of the testimony of Generals McClellan. BUIL'i'SIDE, Parke, and others, who 
were not present in the action, but were conversant with some of the facts con; 
nectecl with it, and the accused wa-s 1·epresented bJ distinguished counael. After 
a patient investigation the court reached its conclusions, and the minority of your 
committee, after as careful an examination of the proceedings as possible un­
der the circumstances, do not hesitate to say that they fail to see how from the 
evidence tbe court could h-ave determined otherwise. At the time, and perhaps 
since, efforts were ma.de to make it appear that some scapegoat was necessary for 
the disasters of that most disastrous campaign. Then, and possibly since, sug­
gestions were made that Porter's trial was a persecntion, that it was partisan or 

. political, and that perhaps some one else was aimed at through him. Assertions 
like these, to which more or less publicity was given by the press, attracted much 
attention to the case, and in consequence it has been loaded down by all sorts of 
criticisms reflecting upon many distinguished men, and, in our judgment, foreign 
to its merits. 

The minority of your committee at the outset express no opinion in regard to 
the wisdom of many or any of General Pope's movements from the time when he 
nssumed command of the Army of Virginia nntil he relinquished it. Neither do 
they deem it at all necessary that they should express any opinion in regard to bis 
competency for the place to which the President bad called him. Competent or 
incompetent., he was there by proper authority, and be was General Porter's law­
fnl superior from the time he reported to him for duty. The orders be issued to 
Porter he bad the right to issue, and he also had the right to expect that they 
would receive unqnestioninf! and cheerful obodience. Almost from the time when 
Porter djsembarked at Aquia Creek and marched from there to the Rappahan­
nock, ancl until after the battle of Manassas, he kept up a correspondence with 
General BURNSIDR then and until he reported to Pope, his superior officer. Many, 
perhaps all, of these dispatches are published in part 1 or Senate Ex. Doc. 37, 
Forty-sixth Congress; and we invite attention to them to show the spirit in which 
General Porter marched to report for duty to General Po~e and the spirit in which 
he receh-ed orders, statements, and explanations from· hlID. Complaining, doubt­
ing, faultfinding, and critical, they indicate very clearly an utter want of conft­
denco in General Pope and a determination to sit in judgment upon him, his orders, 

and his acts. Loyalty to his chief, in the sense that he was to give a cheerful if 
not an eager obedience and support to him, there was none; but, on the contrary, 
be manifested so querulous a disposition that even the b~rd which apologizes for 
him find him censurable in this respect. (See paragral'llt III, page 25, report of 
board of officers.) That be disobeyed positive orders is undeniable, and that he 
rendered himself amenable to the same strict rule and letter of the law that be was 
constantly applying to bis chief is, in our opinion, equally undeniable. 

The excuse or justification for his disobedience is set forth folly in the report of 
the board, now adopt.eel as the report of the majority of your committee; and its 
refutation in detail will r equire more time and space than can be given in this re­
port. Largely, if not exclusively, the board relies for their conclusions, in regard 
to the second cbarf:e especially, upon testimony gathered from confederate sources 
since the suppresslon of the rebellion, to show tbat on the 29th of August, 1862, 
Fitz-John Porter deserved well of the Republic by not attacking on or near the 
Gainesville road. Such an att.ack, they s:iy, would have been not only a "great 
blunder,'' lmt a ·• great crime;" failure to attack "saved the Union Army from 
disaster on that day,'' and "his conduct was ohedient, subordinate, fa.ithful, and 
judicious." 

With deference to this distinguished board, the minority report that those aire 
questions for discussion ; that they will be prepared to discuss them before the 
House and the country at the proper time ; and that they believe they can estab­
lish by evidence that on that day (the 29th of August, 1862) Fitz-John Porter's 
conduct was not "obedient," was 1wt " faithful," was not "judicious." They 
further sa:r that they do not believe that the proper rule by which to jnd~e Fitz-

~0e~to£r:~e~0e~~~;~~c:~ ~~b~h:!J:ie~::1~t!gfush~~~;e~cs!~w~:t1he ~u~ 
be held responsible for, in our opinion, is, what he knew at the time, not what he 
has discovered since from confederate sourcos. We do not question the right of 
General Porter to introduce this newly-discovered evidence before the board of 
officers, because the terms of the order convening it authorizes him to do so; bnt 
we do emphatically dissent from the opinion that confederate testimony is not only 
to acquit Fitz-John Porter and restore him to his former rank in the Army, but to 
convict the court which tried him. . 

On the 29th of August ho had no information, so far as we can discover, beyond 
what other Federal officers bad of tbe character of the force confronting him. 
What he did know, however, was that be was ordered to" push toward Gaines­
ville;" that subsequently he was ordered in express terms to attack; that he failed 
to do so, and be had the serious problem presented to him throughout the greater 
part of the day of remaining inactive within striking distance of the enemy, while 
the thunder of the guns near Groveton indicated serious work between the enemy 
and his comrades, but three miles clistant on his right. Even if it be admitted that 
the confederate testimony and confederate reports are to determine the right or the 
wrong of the action of a Union corps commander on the day of battle, or in the 
presence of the enemy, and they are to be made the foundation for his restoration 
to the Army and the receipt of a large money award, we deny that those reports 
are so unanimous or so pertinent as to warrant the conclusions .of the board, and 
of the ma,iority of your committee. (See confederate General Lee, Hill, Long­
street, and Stewart's report, and others.) 

The reference by the board of officers to the action of Porter and his command 
on the 30th of August, in order, as they state, "to fully understand the case," is, 
in the opinion of the minority, not only foreign to it, but wholly out of place. His 
presence on the battle-field on that day was in consequence of a peremptory order, 
issued in terms so direct and distrustful that it clearly expressed the opinion of his 
superior officer that he had signally failed in his duty on the 29th. No discretion 
was possible under it, but the board do not hesitate to say that at first sight it 
would appear that in bis prompt and unhesitating movement under this order Gen­
eral Porter committed a "grave fault." They assume that upon its receipt he waa 
on what they are :pleased to call the "field of battle," confronting the enemy "in 
force," and "holding 1Jo position of vital importance to the security of Pope's army." 
That be was not on the field of battle in the sense sought to be conveyed by the 
board is shown not only by testimony of witnesses, but by the absence of tho usual 
results of a battle-the record of the killed and wounded in his command. That 
he was confronting the enemy is true, but the battle had been goin"' on for the 
greater part of the day, some three miles from him on the right, wliile ~e remained 
inactive, or substantially so, confronted by a force that, outside of confederate 
sources, we have no reason to believe was Iar~e or dangerous. Until the arrival of 
McDowell, at about twelve o'clock, co=umcating the dispatch of Buford that 
seventeen regimen ta and a battery had passed "through Gainesville up the pike 
toward Centreville." there was nothing to show the presence of anything but cav­
alry in Porter's vicinity, and it was not until three o'clock that the officer in com­
mand of the skirmishers announced the presence of a large force in the front. At 
no time during the day was a reconnaissance in force made or a vigorous efforjr to 
develop bis strength, and it is mere guess-work to say tbat the forces reported by 
Buford :\>assed down the road toward Manassas and in the direction of Porter. 

Notw1thstandin~ the conviction tliat forced itself upon the board, that Porter 
very nearly comnntted a" grave fault" in obeying the order dated at 8.50 on the 
night of the 29th, they do, however, conclude that nothing remained but for him 
to obey. They also assert that the action of the Fifth Corps, on the 30th of August, 
amply vindicated the character of its chief, and showed to the world that "disobe­
dience of orders" and "misbehavior in the presence of the enemy" could not pos­
sibly have found any place in the bead or heart of its commander. To this vlow 
of the case the minority of your committee also dissent. 

The gallant behavior of the Fifth Corps on the 30th did not "vintlicate ,. either 
the head or the heart of its commander for his conduct on the previous da.y; but it 
did vindicate and illustrate the high qualities of the Union soldier, the patient rank 
and file of the Army, who never failed their superiors, ancl whose patriotism, devo­
tion, and courage are about the only r edeeming features of those disastrous days. 
They fought as they always had fought when the opportunity was given them­
well. They died as their comrades had died in the Peninsula, without complaint 
or repining, and they neither criticised the order, nor were "surprised" at the 
order, nor hesitated about the order that pushed them against the deadly rifles of 
the confederate soldier. They obeyed orders loyally. _ 

For all the purposes of determining the guilt or innocence of Fitz-John Porter 
on the 29th, his conduct on the 30th bas, in our opinion, no more pertinenoe than 
bad his conduct at Mechanicsville or Malvern Hill. Indeed, it is more than prob­
able that at last, realizing the awkwardness of the position in which he had placed 
himself by his singular conduct since reporting to Pope, he found it necessary to 
display more than ordinary zeal and energy when fighting under his immediate 
and personal command. Whatever his motives, he deserves credit for what he 
did on the 30th of August; for what be did, or rather did not, on the 29th of An­
f!USt, be deserved censure and punishment; but certainly his action on the second 
day cannot be made to justify and explain away his conduct on the first, though a 
distinguished board says it should. 

The board of officers also seem to be of the opinion that the actions of the 29th 
and 30th have been confounded by nearly every one but themselves. To nse their 
own expression, '' General Porter was in effect condenmed for not having taken any 
part in his own battle." On this also the minoritv beg leave to report that they 
join i sue with the board. No ene who follows the movements of Porter's corps 
from the 27th to th" night of the 30th can possibly mistake its ~ositions on tbe 
important days of the 29th and 30th, or confound it in any way with other troops. 
The statement made by the board, " that the reports referring to the 30th have 
been misquoted as referring to the 29th, thus to prove that a furious battle was 
going on while Porter was comparatively inactive on the 29th,' ' is, in our opinion, 
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not sustained by the facts. In our opinion it is established by official reports made 
immediately after the battle, as well as by the testimony of witnesses, that a battle 
of serious l>roportions.was in progress during the greater part of the 29th; the 
firing swelling and increasing in volume toward the middle of the afternoon. 

Every Union official report which we have examined speaks of the early hour 
at which fightinp: began on the 29th, of its duration and its fierceness. Not one of 
the officers from whom we shall qnote fails to distinguish between the two days, 
keeping them clearly separate and apart; and not one, in speaking of the action of 
the 29th, refers even indirectly to the presence of Porter either in their front, their 
rear, or on their flank. They all, however, or nearly all, mention the action of his 
corps on the 30th, and in every case the narrative of the two days is continuous, 
intelligent, and easily followed. We quote from volume VI, Official Military Re· 
ports or the Rebellion, Adjutant-General's Office, and we desire to call attention to 
tho fact that some were Wlitten almost on the battle-field, and all, perhaps, within 
a month of the action. 

General Siegel, commanding the first corps, says: "In the course of about four 
hours, from 6.;jO to 10.30 in the morning, our whole infantry force, and nearly all 
our batteries, were engaged with the enemy." At the last hour tho "enemy threw 
forward masses of troops which were dri '\"en back by troops of Milroy and Schurz." 
Scbenck's division was then enp:ap:ed and the enemy was trying to turn the left. 
"At this critical moment General Kearney arrived on the field and deployed on our 
right, whilo General Reno's troops came to our support." "Scarcely were these 
troops in position when tho contest began with renewed vigor and vehemence, the 
enemy attacking along our whole line from extreme right to extreme left." At 
tweko o'clock, he then speaks of Reynolds's troops taking position on bis left, and 
at two o'clock of General Hooker's troops arriving on the field of battle, so that 
by two p. m., according to Siegel, his whole corps, with Kearney's, Reynolds's, 
Hooker's, and Reno's divisions wero engaged. General Schurz speaks of "the fire 
extending along his whole line and that it became lively." This was before t"n 
o'clock, for at that hour be speaks of Kearney's arrival on the field. Schenck, di­
vision commander, states "that before one or two o'clock all bis brigades were 
engaged." General Heintzelman, corps commander, says: "At ten a. m. reached 
fiel,d of battle; at eleven a . m. head of Hooker's division arrived, and General Reno 
an hour later: that at the request of Siegel be ordered Hooker to place one of his 
brigades at Siep:el's disposition, then hm·d pressed." 

Kearney, a. division commander, who was killed on the 1st of September at 
Chantilly, wrote bis report of the battle at Centreville on the 31st, but bad not 
time to sign it. It was forwarded by General Birney, who succeeded him. That 
report states substantially that on tho 29th, on bis arrival. he was assigned to the 
holding of the right wing, with bis left on the Lees burgh road; that during the 
first hours of combat, on some tired r ep:iments falling back, General Birney, on his 
own accord, rapidly pushed across to give them a band. " In the early afternoon" 
General Pope's order was received to send a strong force diagonally to the front to 
relieve the center in the woods from pressure. General Robinson's brigade with 
some other regiment.q drove forward several huntlretl yards, but the center of the 
main b!l'ttle being shortly driven, my detachment was obliged to cease to advance. 
All this appears to have happened heforo fi'\"e o'clock, for be says: "At five 
o'clock, thinking I might drive the enemy by an unexpected attack, I broug ht up 
the most of Birney's regiment, changed front to the left to sweep with a rush the 
line of the enemy. This was most successful. The enemy was rolled. up on his 
right. We took no part in the fighting of the 30th." 

General J. B . Carr, present secretary of state of the State of New York, says: 

Dowell may have given him during the day, afford any excuse for his having 
remained so long inactive in the presence of the enemy, with two fine divisions, 
while a great battle was being fought in his vicinity. In short, if the road he had 
to follow was barred against him-if, therefore, he could not cut the enemy's army 
in two and secure its defeat-it is equally certain that a vigorous attack made by 
him upon Longstreet's right would have drawn out a.11 the forces of this general, 
and, by freeing the rest of the Union line, wonlu probably have prevented the 
reverse which the latter sustained at the closo of the day. We cannot avoitl1 there­
fore, blaming his inaction at snch time and unde1· such circmnstances. 

"This indi.tforence on the part of Porter to the cannon's :ippeal, the manner in 
which he interpreted the orders of superiors, and the tardiness with which these 
orders reached him, were the inevitable consequences of the confusion we b!l.ve 
already refe1Ted to in the general movement of the army." 

This is the deliberate opinion of a disinterested writer, who, whlle he accepts 
the board'a theory that L011gstreet was up within supporting distanco of Jackson 
early in the day, still censures in dist1:ict terms the inaction oi Porter. What­
ever may be the action of Con:;rress on the bill now bcforo it, that this will be the 
verdict of history the minority of your committee certainly believe. 

The minority concede that if the Government does injustice to one of its citi­
zens it should make reparation, but in this case, in their opinion, no injustice has 
been done. Notwithstanding this, they have concluded to recommend to the Honse 
the paMsage of a joint resolution remo\·ing so much of Fit~John Porter's sentence 
as prohibits him from holding any office of profit or trust under the Government. 
Its passage will p:ive him no claim, however, upon bis former rank, or upon the 
Treasury of the United States. Lo~cally, perhaps, the minority should not rec­
ommend it, but when we consider that amnesty and pardon have been given to 
thoee formerly in arms against the Government, and that the r emoval of di abil­
itie& for offenses certainly as dangerous as bis to the perpetuity of the Union are 
Jf every-day occurrence, the reasons for their actioni in Porter's case are obvious. 

One of bis complaints is that his sentence is a continuing one, and that he has 
been deprived of the rights of citizenship. The passage of the resolution will re­
move these disabilities, and enable him to remit the whole question to the people, 
or to some other tribunal than Congress. It is, in our opinion, quite clear that be 
should not be restored to his fo1:mer rank in the Army, and that he should not 
receive the retired pay, amountll:r,r to 50,000 or $60,000r provided in the bill for 
his relief; but his restoration to the l'ights of citizenship is an act of g-race and 
elemency that the Governnient ca:n do without in any way mani.festina its disap­
proval of the findings and sentence of the court-martial that tried and' conv.icted 
him. There were periods of his life when his services were of value to his count~, 
and it is bnt fair, perhaps, that they should be considered now in determiuing his 
case; but that they should go to the extent of the relief proposed by the majority 
would be, in our opinion, unwise, int)xpedient, and unjust. 

ANSO~ G. McCOOK. 
B. F. MARSH. 
THOMAS M. BROWNE. 

Whereas the President has laid before Congress the proceedings and report of a 
board of Army officers convened in the ease of Fitz.John Porter, for such action as 
may be deemed expedient and just: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of .llepresentatives of the United Stat.es of A mer-ica 
in Oongress asse-mb'led, That the President iB requested to remit the remainder of 
the unexecuted sentence which disqualifies Fitz.John Porter from holding any 
office of trust er profit under the Government of the United States. 

Mr. BREWER. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly {at four o'clock and 

forty minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 

"At two o'clock, 29th, Friday morning, received orders to march at three a. m., to 
support General Kearney. A march of ten miles brought us t'l Bnll Run battle­
field. About eleven a. m. was ordered into position to support a battery where 
tho enemy was engaged with Siep:eL Remainin<Y in that pol'ition some tinie, was 
ordered to send two regiments to relie'\"e Siegel's troops. Did·so, and afterward 
received orders to take balance of brigade into woods, which I did about two p. m., 
where I at once engaged the enemy and fought him for a space of two hours, hold-
ing my position until ammunition was expended, and about four p. m. was relieved." PETITIO~S, ETC. 
He was in Hooker's division, and the country knows that Hooker's command, be- The following memorials, petitions, and other papers were laid on 
fore expending its ammunition, as a rule did some fighting that was more serious the Clerk's desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz : 
than a" sharp combat." 

Grover, another brigade commander, says: "Arrived on the battle-field about By Mr. ATKINS: The petition of Francis L. Dyer, for a pension-
nine a. m. The battle had already commenced, and the brigarle was temporarily to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
placed under the orders of Siegel." At three be says he received the order to ad- By Mr. CALDWELL: A bill to amend the post-route from Glas­
vance, which was immediately obeyed, to carry the em bankmont, which he did, in !!OW to Scottsville, Kentucky, so· as to include the post-office at Bruce, 
a charge that was, perhaps, unequaled in the history of the war. The conflict was < , 

hand to hand with bayonets and clubbed muskets, and his brigade broke in snc- Kentucky-to. the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 
cession two lines of the enemy, but the third line swept him back. In this fierce By !\Ir. CAMP: The petition of soldiers of the late war, for addi-
encounter ho lost out of :five small regiments forty-one killed, three hundred and tional pay-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
twenty-seven woundetl, and one hundred and sixteen missing. Al th t•t• f ldi .c th 1 t - t th f 
' Even the authority referred to by the board (Gen. Robert E. Lee's report, pages so, e pe 1 ion O so ers 0.1: e a e war, agams e passage O 

519 and 520, record of board) speaks of "the battle raging with fury, " and of it.~ Senate bill No. 496-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
continuing until nine p. m. He also says that Steuart (toe cavalry officer on the By Mr. CRAPO: The petitions of Orlando G. RobiDBon, of New 
right) reported the advance of a large force threatening Longstreet's right; that Bedford, and others, and of George L. Thayer, of Boston, Massachu. 
tho brigades of Wilcox were sent to re·enforco Jones, but no "serious attack was setts, that claimants who recovered J"udgments in the court of com­
made, and after firing a few shots the enemy withdrew." He also speaks of this 
demonstration as having been made on the right, while a large force advanced to missioners of Alabama claims shall receive 6 percent. interest instead 
assail the left, Jackson's position. The enemy which be speaks of as having made of 4 per cent. as awarded-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
a demonstration and firing a few shots could have been no other command but that Also, the petitions of Joseph Nickerson & Co. and others, of Boston, 
of Porter's, and Lee subsequently sa:rs that Wilcox was withdrawn from the right Massacl-.usetts. for a further distribution of the Geneva award-to 
where he had been sent. 4 , 

From this and other evidence the minority of your committee report that, in their the same committee. 
opinion, there was much and serious fighting on the 29th, except in Fitz-John Por- Also, the petition of Hiram Loring and others, of Yarmouth; of 
ter's front, where there appears to have been none. Serious as it was, and rea-0b- Charles A. Cook and others, of Provincetown; and of N. Weston and 
ing the dignity of a battle, according to General Lee, as well as many officers on th f T M h f h · f S · H 
tho-Union side, the board of officers sp.eak of it a.Sa.number of ··sharp and gallant o ers, o ruro, assac nsetts, or t e improvement o c1tuate ar-
combats between small portions of the opposing forces." From the best evidence bor-to the Committee on Commerce. 
we can p:a.tber, Siegel with his corps was engaged on tho 29th. Heintzelman with Also, the petition of Michael Hayne, for a pension-to the Com-
Hooker's and Kearney's ill visions were engaaed on the 29th. Reno and Stevena's mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
divisions were engaged on the 29th. P.eynol s and part of King's were engaged Also, the petition of A. Franklyn Howland, for an increase of pen-
on the 29th, and, in fact, all the available forces were in action on that day except 
Porter's command and Ricketts's division. How long "intervals" there wero be- sion to soldiers and sailots who are totally disabled-to the same 
tween the :fighting we cannot say; but, ,judging from the reports of officers en. committee. 
gaged, theywereneitherfreqnentnorprolonged; and unless those who made them By Mr. DEUSTER: The petition of M. Audier, J. J. Race, William 
are much mistaken, there was a long list of killed and wounded on the 29th. F. John, and 175 others, citizens of Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, for 

When the board predicts the disastrous consequences that would have followed 
an attack by Porter at any time after the early afternoon, they enter the field of an appropriation to make the harbor of Port Washington a harbor of 
speculation. There we shall not follow them, but we simply call attention to the refuge-to the Committee on Commerce. 
reports (page 519, board record, report of General Lee) from confederate sources, By Mr. DIBRELL: Memorial of a convention held at Huntsville, 
which show that the mere appearance of the heatlof Porter's column was so threat-
ening that General Lee detached a division to meet it. Who can predict the result Alabama, J anoary 8, 1880, in relation to the improvement of the Ten­
had a powerful and well-sustained attack been made l:,ly eight thousand or ten nessee River-to the same committee. 
thousand men, at any time during the day, on the Gainesville roacl 1 On this point By Mr. DICK: The petition of John C. Sturtevant and 125 others, 
we wish to call attention to the opinion of a careful military historian-the author f C f d C t p 1 · f d t t th C t" 
of, perhaps, th\'l best history of our civil war that has been written. With ample 0 raw or oun y, ennsy varua, or an amen men o e ons 1-
facilities to inform himself, and so sitnated that he can and does write without tution of the United States investing Congress with the right tor g­
prejudice or passion, the Compte de Paris, in volume 2, page 292, of his history, ulate suffrage in the United States and giving all citizens the right 
san: to vote without any distinction founded on sex-to the Committee 

ti Bis (Porter's) attack, therefore, coulll not have produced the results upon th J d' · 
which the commander-in-chief bad counted. But neither the impossibility of exe- on e U 1Cl3:rry. . . . 
<:uting to the letter the order of the latter, nor even the instructions which Mc- . By Mr. DUNNELL: The petition of Charles H. Gorgms, late of 
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Company B, Hatch's Independent Battalion, Minnesota Cavalry, for 
the removal of the charge of desertion-to the Committee on Mili­
tary Affairs. 

By Mr. GARFIELD : The petition of James Clover and 40 other sol­
diers of Mendon, Ohio, for the passage of the Weaver bill relating to 
the pay of soldiers-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of J. W. McBride and 75 other soldiers of Char­
don, Ohio, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, relating to pen­
sion claims-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HA WK: The petition of 13 soldiers of Crawford and Jasper 
Counties, Illinois, for justice in the payment for services rendered 
while in the Army-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of 18 soldiers of Ogle County, Illinois, of similar 
iml)ort-to the same committee. . 

By Mr. HILL: Thepetitionsof F. T. Wolsiffer and others; of David 
Boor and others ; of A. McKinney and others ; of M. Gorman and 
others; of C. P. Tuttle and others; of A. J. Tressler and others; of 
John M. Hengstler; of J. J. Levy and others· ; of John W. Hough 
and others; of W. H. Strong and others; of P. J. Shannon and oth­
ers; of Paul Hager and others; of H.P. Miller and others; of A. A. 
Aldrich and others; of John Spangler and others, citizens of Ohio, 
that Congress take measures to insure water communication between 
the Ohio River and the great lakes-to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Helser and 50 others, citizens of Allen 
County, Ohio, for protection against transportation monopolies and 
for a regulation of freight rates on railroads-to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Helser and 50 others, cifo,;ens of Allen 
County, Ohio~ for an amendment to the patent laws-to the Com­
mitee on Patents. 

By Mr. HOSTETLER: The petition of soldiers of Huron, Indiana, 
who served in the late war, against th0 passage of Senate bill No. 
496, relating to pension claims-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of J. J. Zimmer and other 
soldiers of the late war, of similar import-to the same committee. 

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of soldiers of New York, for the 
passage of the Weaver bill, relating to the pay of soldiers-to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MAGINNIS: Memorial of Harvey W. English and 20 other 
:Mexican veterans, citizens of Montana, for the passage of a bill pen­
sioning Mexican veterans-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCOID: The petition of George E. Ives, to increase the 
pensions of soldiers who are totally disabled from any cause in the 
service to $72 per month-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Edward Johnstone, in relation to the dry-dock 
at Keokuk, Iowa, on the Mississippi River-to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

By Mr. MCLANE: The petition of J. Vernon Campbell, for pay for 
work done in the War, State, and Navy Dep'.:ldments building-to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. McMAHON: The petition of numerous comrades of Philip 
Levassem·, that he be granted a pension-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. NEAL: The petition of John Ross, chief, and others of the 
eastern baud of North Carolina Cherokee Indians, that the President 
of the United States be directed to execute the treaty of 1835-'36 a-c­
cording to article 12ofsaid treaty-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of MargaretJones, for a pension-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SAPP: The petition of soldiers of Iowa, for the passage of 
the Weaver bill, relating to the pay of soldiers of the fate war-to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SHERWIN : Three petitions from 101 soldiers of Illinois, 
of similar import-to the same committee. 

By Mr. SPEER: The petition of citizens of Gwinnett County, Geor­
gia, for the establishment of a. post-route from Lawrenceville to Con­
yers, via Chester, Georgia-to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WILLI.AM G. THOMPSON: The petition of 43 citizens and 
soldiers of Iowa, for the equalization of pay, &c.-to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. URNER: The petition of 22 members of the General As­
sembly of Maryland, protesting against the passage of a bill to re­
store Fitz-John Porter to his rank in the Regular Army and granting 
him pay-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Emanuel Slifer, of Frederick County, 
Maryland, guardian of Janus E. Butts and Malinda F. Butts, for ar­
rears of pensions-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Alfred Mase and 47 other ex-soldiers, for ad­
ditional pay-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of C. E. H. Koppioch, and 58 other ex-soldiers, 
for the pa-ssage of a bill equalizing bounties-to the same committee. 

By Mr. W .A.IT: The petition of the Grand Temple of Honor and 
Temperance of the State of Connecticut, for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Alco­
holic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of B. W. Hopper, first ser­
geant United States marines, for the passage of a law giving to non­
commissioned officers of the United States Marine Corps the oppor-

tnnity for promotion to the rank of second lieutenant in the Marine 
Corps-to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. WILBER: The petition of 268 citizens of New Berlin, Che­
nango County, New York, that the proceedings of Congress shall be 
published in newspaper form throughout the year and a copy sent 
free to each family in the United States, that they may receive a por­
tion of said proceedings every week-to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. CHARLES G. WILLIAMS: Papers relating to the claim of 
John Whitaker for pay for property taken for the use of the Govern­
ment at Port Huron, Michigan, in 1870-to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of J. M. Reed and others, against 
the passage of Senate bill No. 490-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

Also, the petition of R. G. Linn and others, of Calhoun County, 
West Virginia, urging the improvement of the Little Kanawha River 
by locks and dams-to the Committee on Commerce. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 23, 1880. 

The Honse met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
W. P. HARRISON, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SAMUEL BURWELL. 

Mr. HAYES, by unanimous consent, intr~duced a bill (H. R. No. 
3772) granting a pension to Samuel Burwell; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

- JOEL E. CADY. 

Mr. V ALENTL~E, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 3773) granting a. pension to Joel E. Cady, of Valparaiso, county 
of Saunders, State of Nebraska.; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on ~nvalid Pensions. 

RAIDS ON TEXAS BORDER. 

Mr. UPSON, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3774) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain and re­
port to Congress the amount of money expended and indebtedness 
assumed by the State of Texas in repelling, snrpressing, and guard­
ing against invasions, raids, incursions, and hostilities by Indians and 
Mexicans in said State and upon its borders and in frontier defense; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN F. CLANCY. 

Mr. McCOOK, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3775) for the relief of John F. Clancy; which wa-s read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

LANDS ACQUIRED IN COLLECTIO:N" OF DEBTS, ETC. 

Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on the Ju­
diciary, reported back a communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting report in relation to lands of the United States 
acquired in the collection of debts and otherwise, and moved that 
the same, with accompanying documents, be printed and recommitted. 

The motion was agreed to. 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN FLORIDA, ETC. 

Mr. COVERT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3776) to extend the provisions of the act entitled "An act for the 
final adjustment of private land claims in the States of Florida, Louisi­
ana, and Missouri, and for other purposes," approved J nne 22, 1860; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

HEIRS OF HYACINTH ROBERT AGNEL. 

Mr. COVERT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
No. 3777) for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Hya­
cinth Robert Agnel, decea-sed, late professor of the French language, 
United States Military Academy, at West Point; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

JOHN H. WALKER. 

Mr. COVERT also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. • 
No. 3778) for the relief of John H. Walker, a captain in the United 
States Army ; which waa read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

OWNERS OF B. L. HODGE. 

Mr. ELLIS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3779) for the relief of the owners of the B. L. Hodge; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

MARY A. GOURLEY. 

Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 
3780) granting a pension to Mary A. Gourley; which was read a £rst 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

NARRATIVE OF POLARIS EXPEDITION. 

Mr. HA.YES. I am instructed by the Committee on Printing to , 
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