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By Mr. HATCH : The petition of 145 citizens of the twelfth con-
gressional district of Missouri, for the passage of a law to protect in-
nocent purchasers against the imposition of frandulent venders of
patents—to the Committee on Patents. :

Also, resolutions of the Merchants’ Exchange of Saint Louis, favor-
ing the abolition of the special taxes levied on bank capital, deposits,
:m%l checks—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of 156 citizens of the twelfth con onal dis-
triet of Missouri, for the passage of an income-tax law—to the same
committee.

By Mr. HAWK : The petition of G. W. Curtis and 30 others, citizens
of Jo Daviess County, 1llinois, of similar import—to the same com-
mittee.

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of Adams Grange, Indiana, for
legislation tosuppress the cattle disease known as pleuro-pnenmonia—
to the Committee on Agriculture. -

By Mr. KEIFER : The petition of R. J. Williams and 15 others, citi-
zens of Ridgway, Ohio, against the passage of Senate bill No. 406—to
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. )

Also, the petition of Professor N. 8. Townshend, president of the
Wool Growers’ Association of Columbus, Ohio, and 12 other presiding
officers of similar associations thronghout the United States, for the
gvasaage of the Eaton tariff-commission bill—to the Committee on

ays and Means,

By Mr. KELLEY: Memorial of the Board of Trade of Erie, Penn-
sylvania, favoring a harbor of refuge in Milwaukee Bay—tothe Com-
mittes on Commerce.

By Mr. KETCHAM : The petition of Nelson Stalkes and 14 others,
eitizens of New York, for the equalization of bounties to soldiers—to
the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. LAPHAM: The petition of citizens of New York the
passage of Senate bill No. 486—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. MONROE: The petition of Walter Randall and 33 others,
eitizens of Lorain County, Ohio, that the Burean of Agriculture be
made a Department—ito the Committee on Agricnlture.

Also, the petition of the same parties, that the patent laws be so
amended as to pretect purchasers against fraud—to the Committee
on Patents.

Also, the petition of the same parties, for the passage of a law regu-
lating interstate commerce—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. PHILIPS : The petition of citizens of the seventh congres-
sional district ef Missouri, for the passage of an income-tax law—to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of citizens of the seventh congressional district
of Missouri, for legislation to protect innocent purchasers of patented
articles—to the Committee on Patents.

By Mr. RAY: The petition of Almon P. Graves, for arrears of pen-
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SAWYER: The petition of 190 citizens of Cass County,
Missouri, for the pas=age of a law imposing a tax on incomes—to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of David S8harp and 190 others, citizens of Cass
County, Missouri, for the amendment of the patent laws to protect
innocent }éumhasers—to the Committee on Patents.

By Mr, SCOVILLE: The petition of Alonzo Richmond and others,
for the passage of the bill to prevent the adunlteration of food and
dru to the Committee on ufactures.

g0, the petition of Francis H. Moore and others, against the pas-
sage of the mﬁy%eons bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SHER : The petitions of 5. A, Woleott, Hitcheock &
Hayes, Charles Sabin, and P. E. Worsley, for the repeal of the taxon
proprietary medicines—to the Committee on Ways and Means,

By Mr. OTHO R. SINGLETON : The petition of citizens of Missis-
sippi, that the Bareau of Agriculture be made a Department—to the
Committee on Agrienlture.

Also, the petition of citizens of Mississippi, for the passage of an
interstate-commerce bill—to the Committee on Commerce.

Also, the petition of citizens of Mississippi, for the passage of an
income-tax law—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of citizens of Mississippi, for the amendment of
the patent lJaws—to the Committee on Patents.

By Mr. A. HERR SMITH : Memorial of the Board of Trade of Erie,
Pennsylvania, asking for a harbor of refuge in Milwankee Bay—to
the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of P. L, Pierce and others, farmers of
Vermont, that the Burean of Agriculture be made a Department—to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. URNER: The petition of Thomas P, Robosson and 55 others,
eitizens of Allegany County, Maryland, for the passage of an inter-
state-commerce bill—to the Commif{tee on Commerce.

Also, the petition of Dr. W. H. Perkins and 16 others, citizens and
ex-soldiers, against the passage of Senate bill No. 496, relating to
pensions—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, the petition of Thomas R. Leasure and 26 others, citizens of
Allegany County, Maryland, in favor of making the Commissioner
of Agriculture a member of the President’s Cabinet—to the Commit-
tea on Agriculture.

By Mr. VANCE : The petition of W, P. Jenkins and others, for a
post-route from Ripshin, Tennessee, to Wilders, North Carolina—to
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-

By Mr. WASHBURN : The petition of Daniel R. Noyes and others,

members of the Chamber of Commerce of Saint Paul, for
the of alaw for the prevention of the adulteration of
and to the Committes on Ways and Means.

Bg;ir. WELLS: Resolution of the municipal assembly of the ci
of Saint Louis, Missouri, asking that the a%\%'mprinﬂon of §50,000
made by act of June 14, 1880, for an ice-harbor at Saint Louis be
chan to an a;épropri.ation for the improvement of the harbor of
said city—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A bill to establish a post-route from
Lawrenceburgh, via Knob Creek, to Waynesbhorough, Tennessee—to
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. -

Also, a bill to establish a post-route from Voorhies to Forty-Eight,
‘Wayne County, Tennessee—to the same committee.

By Mr. THOMAS L. YOUNG: The petitions of W. H. Brown and
33 others ; of Messrs. Schaller & Gerke and 68 other mercantile firms;
and of L. A. Strobel and others, citizens of Cinecinnati, Ohio, for the
repeal of existing laws imposing a tax on capital and deposits of banks.
and bankers—to the Committee on Ways and Means.

IN SENATE.
TUESDAY, February 8, 1881.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BurLock, D. D.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read.

Mr. BOOTH. I wish to attention to that part of the Journal
which says that the regular order, on my motion, was laid aside in
order to proceed to the consideration of the pension appropriation

i The proceeding was that it was laid aside unanimously and in-
formally ; so that it maintains its place. If there is no di ncein
the legal interpretation, of course I do not want a change made in
the Journal; but the fact was that, by unanimouns consent, the pend-
ing order was laid aside informally.

e VICE-PRESIDENT. Understandings of that kind are not
made part of the Journal.

The Journal was approved.

CREDENTIALS,

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of Philetus Saw-
er, chosen by the Legislature of Wiseonsin a Senator from that SBtate
1;m' h?gl te%rm beginning March 4, 1881 ; which were read, and ordered
0 .
He also presented the credentials of Arthur P. Gorman, chosen by
the Legislature of Maryland a Senator from that State for the term
beginning March 4, 1881; which were read,and ordered to be filed.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a letter from the
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in compliance with the act
of March 3, 1879, the report of the National Board of Health for the
quarter ending December 31, 1830, and also the report of the opera-
tions of the board for the year 1830; which was ordered to lie on the
table, and be printed.

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the
Navy, recommending an appropriation to meet the expenses incident
to the unveiling of the statue of Admiral Farragut on the 25th of
April next; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations,

e also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the
Interior, transmitting a letter from the Superintendent of the Census,
requesting an ap;ilmpriation for the rent of additional buildings in
Washington for the use of the Census Burean; which was referred.
to the Committee on Appropriations.

" PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. PLUMB presented the memorial of E. W. Harris and others, of
Kansas, soldiers of the war of the rebellion, remonstrating against
the passage of the bill (8. No. 496) providing for the examination and
adjudication of pension claims and all the amendments thereto; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. RANDOLPH presented the petition of B. F. Howell and 200
others, citizens of Morristown, New Jersey, praying for the of
the law levying a tax on the deposits of national banks, and also the
abolishment of the nse of the two-cent stamp on checks and drafts;
whieh was referred to the Committee on Finance. B

Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of Lewis Gordon and others,.
of Tompkins Center, Michigan, soldiers of the war for the Union, re-
monstrating against the passage of the bill (8. No. 4925:01&611:3 for
the examination and adjudication of pension claims the amend-
ments thereto ; which was ordered to lie on the table.

He also presented resolutions of the State Association of Agricult~
ural Societies of Michigan, in favor of the establishment of a Burean
of Agriculture, and that the Commissioner be made a Cabinet minis-
ter ; which were referred to the Committee on %culfme.

He also presented a resolution of the same praying the en-
actment of a law for the suppression and eradication of con
diseases of live stoek ; which was ordered to lie on the table,

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michi
in favor of an appropriation for securing an efficient harbor at New
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Buffalo, Berrien County, in that State; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce.

Mr. WINDOM presented a memorial of the Legislature of Minne-
sota, favoring an appropriation for the speedy construction of reser-
voirs on the ﬁudwatem of the Mississippi River and its tributaries;
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. GROOME presented the petition of J. Frank Turner and others,
of Talbot County, Maryland praying for an appropriation for the
improvement of Skipton Creek, in that county; which was referred
to the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. FERRY presented a resolution of the convention of State agri-
cultural societies of Michigan, praying for the establishment of a
department of agriculture the head of which shall be a Cabinet offi-
cer ; which was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

He also presented a resolution of the same body, praying the enact-
ment of a lp.nw for the suppression and eradication of contagious dis-
eases of live stock; which was ordered to lie on the table.

He also presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of Michigan,
in favor of an apjémpriation for securing an efficient harbor at New
Buffalo, Berrien County, in that State; which was referred to the
Committee on Commerce.

Mr, ALLISON. I present the memorial of J.F. McCurtain, prin-
cipal chief of the Choctaw Nation, calling the attention of Congress
to the violation by Con of the various treaties with that nation,
and asking that mgr e%ialsﬁon may be had.

The VI E—PRES ENT. The memorial will be referred to the
Committee on Indian Affairs. !

Mr. ALLISON. The subject relates to what is known as the
taw claim. I believe that is under consideration by the Judiciary
Committee.

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. It is. ?

Mr. ALLISON. If so, I ask that the memorial be referred to that
committee. /

Mr, GARLAND. Is the memorial from the chief of the nation?

Mr. ALLISON. It isfrom the chief of the nation and under the seal
of the nation.
Mr. GARLAND. I ask, then, that it be printed.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memori
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr, MCMILLAN presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of
Minnesota, favoring tm of a law by Congress granting a pen-
sion, or seme other relief, to Captain John Nix, of Brown County, in
that State ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. CONKLING presented the petition of acommittee of the Asso-
ciation of the Bar of the City of New York, praying that the salaries
of United States judges in the State of New York be increased ; which
was referred to t.Jhe ommittee on the Judiciary.

He also presented the petition of William H. Warner and others,
citizens of Syracuse, New York, surviving soldiers of the war for the
Union, praying for the passage of the amendment reported by the
Committee on Pensions to the bill (8. No. 496) providing for the ex-
amination and adjudication of pensior claims; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of Isaac Holt and others,
citizens of varions parts of Kentucky, soldiers of the late war, re-
monstrating against the passage of the bill (8. No. 496) providing
for the examinatien and adjudication of pension claims; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES,

Mr. VOORHEES, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was
referred the bill (H. R. No. 5380) for the relief of Samnel Harper, re-
ported it withontamendment, and submitted a report thereon ; which
was ordered to be printed.

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of Joseph A. Shnksgam'e, mayor of the city of
New Orleans, asking that the use of the marine hospital in New
Orleans be granted to that city for the reasons set forth, asked to be
discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred to
the Committee on Commerce ; which was to.

He also, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
bill (8. No. 2151) to restore certain articles of silverware to Mrs. Isa-
bella 8. McRae, reported it withont amendment.

Mr, WALKER, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was
referred the bill (8. No. 273) to extend the provisions of an act ap-
proved March 2, 1855, entitled “ An act for the relief of purchasers
and locators of swamp and overflowed lands, and for other purposes,”
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon ;
which was ordered to be printed.

Mr. BURNSIDE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Military

to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 745) for the relief of
Major James Belger, to report it ad y and to ask tobe ed
from its further consideration. I am also instructed to say that this
decision was arrived at by a divided committee.

Mr. MAXEY. I ask that the bill be placed upon the Calendar.
The committee is divided upon the case. 4

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar
with the adverse report of the committee.

Mr. LOGAN. I am instructed by the Committee on Military Af-
fairs to report back the bill (8. No. 1555) to fix the rank of certain

will be printed and re-

retired officers of the Army, nnfavombI{{ I have been requested by
a member of the committes to say that he would be pleased to have
it %a ngun the Calendar, to which I have no objection.

he. ttgle was placed on the Calendar with the adverse report of the
commi

Mr. BRUCE. The Committee on Education and Labor, to whom
was referred the joint resolution (8. R. No. 92) to provide for the
enforcement of the eight-hour law, have instructed me to report it
adversely. I desire to say that I do not concur with the conclusion
of the majority of the committee.

The ‘#inh resolution was postponed indefinitely.

Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (H. E. No. 346) for the relief of William H. Thompson,
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon ;
which was ordered to be printed.

Mr, WHYTE, from the Committes on Naval Affairs, to whom was
referred the bill (8. No. 2033) amending sections 1418, 1419, and 1420
of the Revised Statutes, reported it with an amendment.

CHILDREX OF JAMES M'KNATT.

Mr. BAYARD. I am instructed by the Committee on Finance, to
whom was referred the bill (8. No. 1937) for the relief of John H.
Schabinger, dian of Susan McKnatt and Martha McKnatt, minor
danghters of James McKnatt, deceased, toreportitfavorably and with-
out amendment. I desire to ask for that bill its present considera-
tion.

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the bill.

The bill directs the agent for paying pensions at Washington to
issne a duplicate check, and the Treasurer, assistant treasurer, or
designated depositary of the United States upon whom the same may
be drawn to pay such duplicate check, for the sum of $1,001, infavor
of John H. Schabinger, guardian for Susan McKnatt and Martha Me-
Knatt, minor daughters of James McKnatt, deceased, late a private
in Company B of the Fourth Regiment of Delaware Volunteers, war
of 1£61,in the same manner and upon the same terms and conditions
as provided in section 3646 of the Revised Statutes of the United
g;aotgg in case of lost checks not exceeding in amount the sum of

,000.

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ishould like to have the Senator from Delaware
state, so that it will go into the RECORD, as there is no written re-
port, what are the circumstances of this case.

Mr. BAYARD. By existing law, where a check to the amount of
a thousand dollars is lost in the mail, the Department may issue a
duplicate upon certain sureties being taken, with bond and the like
Erovided for by the section of the Revised Statutes referred to in the

ill, where the amount does not exceed $1,000. In this case the amount
was 81,001, and the orifi.ual having been issued the law forbade them
to issue a (Iluplicate. t was the excess of a single dollar that pre-
vented the Department from issuing a duplicate and taking bong in
the form prescribed by law, which is required by the present bill.

Mr. EDMUNDS. What has become of the old check? I think
every Senator understands what the law is but what I shonld like to
know, as there is no report, is what became of the check that was
issned. What is the evidence of its loss?

Mr. BAYARD. It was lost in the mail.
section 3646 of the Revised Statutes:

Whenever any o check is lost, stolen, or destroyed, disbursing officers and
agents of the United States are authorized, after the expiration of six months, and
within three years from the date of such check, to issue a du ; and

the Treasurer, assis ated depositaries of the United

tant treasurers, and desi
States are directed to pay such duplieate , upon notice and proof of the loss

of the al checks, under such mﬁﬂm_m regard to their issue and -

and upon the execution of such bonds, with sureties, to indemnify the E:l{
ted States, as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe. This section shall
not apply to any check exceeding in amount the sum of §1,000.

As the check which was lost unfortunately was for a thousand and
one dollars the Department could not issue a duplicate, which of
course must be a eounterpart, without the authority of Congress.

Mr. EDMUNDS. How long ago was it lost ?

Mr, BAYARD. I think the date was about a year and a half ago.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read t
third time, and passed.

SCHOONER A. SCOTT BROWN.

Mr. RANSOM. Iam instructed by the Committee on Commerce,
to whom was referred the bill (8. No. 1323) granting an American
register to the schooner A. Scott Brown, to report it without amend-
ment and with the recommendation that it pass, and I file with the
papers a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury recommending its

assage. I call the attention of the Senator from Pennsylvania on
millreft [Mr. WALLACE] to the fact.

% i WALLACE. I ask unanimous consent to take up and pass the
bill.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to ask consent to take up and consider a
bill that was reported on the 26th of January.

Mr. WALLACE. If the Senator objects, I withdraw m‘{ request.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not object. I only want to find out what
‘nm the Iirincip!aa of fair play on which we are to proceed. If itis
the bad luck of a little relief bill for a poor widow to have been re-

This is the provision of

ported some days ago instead of being reported to-day, I want o ask
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my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON] who re it to ask
to have it recommitted so that he can report it again. I do not ob-
jeet this morning. Ionlyputin an appeal for those who have been
80 nnlocky as to have had their reports made earlier. 5

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The bill will be read and’ objections
reserved.

The Chief Clerk read the bill (8. No. 1823) o grant an American
register to the schooner A. Scott Brown ; and, by unanimous consent,
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whoie, proceeded to its considera-
tion.

Mr. EDMUNDS. What are the facts about it ?

Mr, WALLACE. Let the letter from the Department be read.

The Chief Clerk read as follows:

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, February 7, 1881,

St : A bill (8. No. 1823) has been brought to my notice authorizing the issue of
a register to the schooner Wacousta, under the name of A. Scott Brown, built in

ada, and now owned, as is alleged, by an American citizen.

This is one of the that were purchased by American citizens in the ex-
pectation of bein ed under the act of June 30, 1879, A decision of the

Mr. EDMUNDS. I would s t whether it would not be well to
make a standing law for Nebraska in order to avoid this special legis-

on,

Mr, SAUNDERS. I would have no objection to that.

The joint reselution was reported to the Senate without amendment,
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and
passed.

PROHIBITION OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

Mr. BLAIR asked and, by nunanimous censent, obtained leave to
introduce a joint resolution (8. R. No. 153) proposing an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States; which was read the first
timeby its title.

Mr. BLAIR. I ask that that joint resolution be read at length.

The joint resolution was read the second time at length, and re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, as follows :

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of Amer-
g in assembled, (two-thirdsof each House concurring therein,) That the fol
;owing amendment to the Constitution be, and hereby is, proposed to the States, to

Attorney-Gen compelled the levying of an alien tonnage tax on this class of
and thus defeated the operation of the act in their benefit. .
I}dgr the circnmstances I think this vessel shonld be admitted to registry.

A JOHN SHERMAN,
Secretary Treasury.
Hon., WiILLIAM A. WALLACE, United States Senate,

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered
te be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed.
AMENDMENT TO DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask unanimons consent to take

up the bill (8. No. 2094) for the relief of George W. Flood, the bill | ing

referred to by the Senator from Vermont. Itwill not take a moment

to have it .
Mr. HAﬁiaﬁnﬁiNi I rise to morning business.

& The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair must first receive morning
msiness.

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia,
reported an amendment intended to be Eroposed to the bill (H. R.
No. 7035) making appropriations to provide for the expenses of the

overnment of the District of Columbia for the fi year ending

une 30, 1882, and for other purposes ; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF FISH COMMISSIONER.

Mr. ANTHONY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing, to
which was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 372) authorizing
the Public Printer to print reports of the United States Fish Com-
missioner npon new discoveries in ard to fish-cul to report it
without amendment and recommend its passage, and I ask for its
present consideration.

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the joint resolution.

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amend-
ment, ordered to a third reading, read the third time, and passed.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. CONKLING asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave
to introduce a bill (S. No. 2162) correcting the pension granted to
Lieutenant Gwe W. Graham, One hundred and forty-fourth Regi-
ment New York Volunteers, in accordance with his rank ; which was
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on ﬂilitary Affairs.

Mr. BROWN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to
introduce a bill (8. No. 2163) for the relief of W. A. Reid ; which was
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. . Some time ago I introduced a joint resolution which
upon inspection I find was either inaccurately printed or inaccurately
copied. Therefore I wish to introduce a correct one of the same char-
acter, and ask its reference to the Committee on Claims.

By unanimons consent, leave was granted to introduce a joint reso-
lation (8. R. No. 154) providing for the ascertainment and payment
of the claim of the 11;5111 representatives of Walter H. Stevens, de-
ceased ; which was read twice by its title, and referred o the Com-
mittee on Claims. A

SOLDIERS' REUNION AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA.

Mr. SAUNDERS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave
to introduce a joint resolution (8. R. No. 152) granting the use of
artillery, tents, &c., to be used at the soldiers’ reunion to be held at
Lincoln, Nebraska, in the montk of September, 1381 ; which was read
the first time by its title.

Mr. SAUNDERS. I ask for the immediate consideration of the
Jjoint resoluation.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be read at
length, and objections reserved.

e joint resolution was read the second time at length.

By unanimsus consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,
proceeded to consider the joint resolution.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to ask the Senator from Nebraska
whether we did not pass an act upon that subject at the last session !

Mr. SAUNDERS. That was for the last year, and there is another
reunion for this year, to be held next September.

valid when ratified l? the Legislatures of three-f of the several States
as provided in the Constitution : o
RTICLE —,

8ec. 1. From and after A. D. 1900, the manufactore and sale of distilled alco-
holic intoxicating liguors, or alecholic liquors any part of which is obtained b
distillation or process equivalent thereto, or any intoxicating liguors mixed orndnf:
terated with ardent spirits, or with any poison whatever, except for medicinal,
mechanical, chemical, and scientific purposes and for use in the arts, anywhere
within the United States and the Territories thereof, shall cease ; and the im
tion of such liquors from foreign states and countries to the United States and Ter-
ritories, and the exportation of such liquors from, and the transportation thereof

within and through any partof this conutry, except for the use and purposes afore-
said, shall be, an hem{y is, forever th prohibited.
Sec. 2. Nothing in this article shall be construed to waive or abri any exist-

er of nor the right, which is hereby reeognized, of the people of
any State or Territory to enact laws to prevent theincrease and for the suppression
or regulation of themanufacture, sale, and nse, of liquors and the ingredients therof,
mx yart of which is alooholic, intoxicating, or sonous, within its own limits,
and for the exclusion of such !.iiuurs and ients therefrom at any time, as
well before as after the close of A. D. 1900; but until then, and until ten years
the ratification hereof, as provided in the next section, no State or Territory shall
interfere with the transportation of said liguors or ingredients, in packages safely
over the usual lines of traffic to other States and Territories wherein the
manufacture, sale, and nse thereof, for other %.u'poau and use than those excepted
in the first section, sball be lawfual : Provided, That the true destination and nature
of ench pael;:ﬁa plainly marked thereon.

Bec. 3. Bh this article not be ratified by three-fourths of the States on or be-
fore the last day of December A. D. 1890, then the first section hereof shall take
effect and be in force at the expiration of ten years from such ratifications, and the
assent of any State to this article shall not be rescinded nor reversed.

Sec. 4. Congress shall enforce this article by all needful legisla

tion.
AMENDMENTS TO BILLS.

Mr. CONKLING snbmitted an amendment, intended to be proposed
by him to the bill (H. R.No. 7104) making appropriations for the con-
struction, completion, repair, and preservation of certain works on
rivers and harbors, &c.; which was referred to the Committee on
Commerce, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. LOGAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill (H. R. No. 7036) to establish post-routes ; which was
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered
to be printed.

HOUR OF MEETING.

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following resolution; which was con-
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That when the Senate adjonrns to-day it adjourn to meet at the hour
of eleven o'clock a. m., to-morrow.

NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE APPOINTMENTS,
Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolutien; which was
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report :

1. The names of all persons nominated b‘y @ collector of the port of New York
for appointment in the New York cust ouse between J. Ply 1, 1880, and De-
cember 1, 1880, with the positions for which they were respeetively nominated and
}halsalaries attached to such positions, and the date of such nominations respect-

vely.

2. The names of all peraons nggpuintad to positions under the collector of the port
in the New York custom-house between January 1, 1820, and December 1, 1820, the
g:iﬁona to which they were respectively appointed and the salaries attached

reto.

3. Whether any Sfamns have, between January 1. 1830, and December 1, 1580,
been nominated by the collector of the port of New York for appointment in the
New York custom-house who had not previons to such nomination been certified
as having been r ded for ap t t after examination by the board of
examiners appointed in pursuance of the provisions of the se-called civil service
rules, together with the of such persons, the dates of their nomination re-
spectively, and tite positions for which they were nominated and the salaries of
such positions, and whether any of such persons and which, were appointed and

when.
4. Whether any such n referred to in the preceding paragraph has been
80 nominated or appointed more than once and whether to the same or a different

position, with the name of every such person so nominated or appointed mere than
once ::?& the date of each such nofnination and appointment and the tion for
which each snch nomination or appointment was made and the salary thereof.

5. Whether any such person or persons as are referred to in the last two pre-
ceding paragraphs so nominated or appointed had prior to such nomination or
appointment appeared before the said goard of examiners and had failed to secure
a sufficient number of marks to qualify him or them under the civil-service rules
for an appointment at the time he was so nominated or appointed, and whether at
the time of each such nomination and a; ntment there were any persons not them
& poin;&;d t:.i;o on an examination b; examiners had received a higher number

mar]

such persons so nominated or a] ted, and how many suchfperma
there were who at such time or timesa had received such higher number of marks
and had not been appointed.

6. Whether during said period nominated or appointed under
T o s okt b Lot Aot bovs xbatand By

the collector of sai

port to any
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said board of examiners, and, if so, who such persons were and the dates of their
nomination or grinmmt,or both, and the positions to which they were nomi-
nated or amn or both, and the salaries attached to such positions.

7. Whe any nominations or appointments have, dum‘:‘;i said period, been

made to positions under said coll of to hold 'y ap
ments,” so and the names of all such s s0 nominated or appointed,
the dates of their nomination and appointment and the salaries paid to them,

and whether any persons received a * temporary appointment'’ more than once,
and, if so, who and when and to what position or positions, and what compensation
was %id to each such person.

8. Whether any person who had received a *‘temporary appointment,” or had been
appointed when not eligible for appointment according to the civil-service rules,
under the said collector, has been permitted to take part in any competition or ex-
amination of persons seeking to be p ted from one position to another, and, if
80, who and when.

9. Whether during said period any person was nominated or appointed to r£|\ﬁ\:n:m.i-
tion under the said collector who had previonsly thereto been removed or dismissed
from the service of the Government, or had mzlg'ned under charges, and, if so, who.

10. Whether the storekeepers or any other class of persons in said custom-house
bave been excepted from such rules, and whether any storekeeper has been pro-
moted or transferred to another position withont an examination in pursuance of
such rules, and who and when.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M.
Apaus, itsClerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had si;ﬂrﬂ:::l
the following enrolled Lills and joint resolution; and they were -
upon siﬂFned y the Vice-President.

A bill (H. R, No. 706) for the relief of A. B. Rowden;

A bill (H. R. No. 735) for the relief of Dr, John Blankenship ;

A bill (H. R. No. 4596) anthorizing the survey of parts of certain
townships in Crawford County, Wisconsin, and making an appropri -
ation therefor;

A bill (H. R. No. (527) to grant tothe coporate aunthorities of the
eity of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for public uses a certain
lake known as Carr Lake, sitnated near said city;

A bill (H. R. No. G229) to grant the right of way for railroad pur-

{:th;ngh certain lands of the United States in Richmond County,
ew York ;

A bill (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring of
the National Museum ;

A bill (8. No, 939) to amend the law relative to the seizure and for-
feiture of vessels for breach of the revenue laws; and

. A joint resolution (H. R. No. 338) to provide for publishing an edi-
tion of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado.
MEXICAN AWARDS,

Mr. EATON. I desire to call up the resolution that I had the honor
to offer yesterday, asking for certain information from the Secretary
of State.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolution will be reported.

The Chief Clerk read the following resolution, submitted by Mr,
EATON on the 7th instant:

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the Sen-
ate, if not incompatible with the public interest, whether any objection has been
byﬂax this Government to suits being broughtin the courts of the United States

(]
been

ment of Mexico against erican citizens, and if such objection has
mmde to communicate to the Senate the diplomatic correspondence, if any, in
relation thereto.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection to this resolution?

. Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, on the joint resolution which the
Senator from Connecticut introduced a few days ago I desired to sub-
mit a statement of facts connected with the business before the com-
mission which I think will aid the Senate very much in reaching a
correct conclusion. Ipresnme it will be as much in order to submit
what I have to say upon the pending resolution as to wait for the
other resolution to be called np. If the Senator from Connecticnt has
ne objection to that proweding on my part, I will proceed to do so.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair will remind the Senator that
but five minutes of the morning hour are left.

Mr. VOORHEES. I will occupy only abont twenty or thirty min-
utes. If the Senate will grant me the indulgence, I promise to give
what I think has not heretofore been given on this floor, a clear and
intelligent statement of the matters complained of—not that others
may not do it better than I, but it has not been undertaken.

'the VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Indiana asks consent
of the Benate to address it at this time upon the subject-matter
named by him. The Chair hears no objection.

Mr. VOORHEES, Mr, President—

Mr, EATON. I only desire to say one word. The Chairintimated
to the Senate and to the Senator from Indiana that there were but
five minutes remaining of the morning hour. I simply desire to say
to the Senate that if the resolution which is now before nus is to be
discussed to-day by my friend from Indiana I hope the Senate will
also hear the reasons that the mover of the resolution and its friends
have for its adoption. >

Mr, VOO S. I certainly hope so.

Mr. EATON. I do not like this matter to go by piecemeal. If
there is to be a discussion let us have a thorongh one.

Mr, VOORHEES. The resolution of the Senator from Connecticut

. [Mr, EaToN] assumes that injustice has been done to the Government
of Mexico by the awards mentioned therein. A great deal has been
said to the effect that some advantage was taken of that roment,
as if Mexico had not had a fair chance to protect herself from imposi-
tion. A statement of facts will show how far these assnmptions are
Jjust or nnjust.

On the 4th of July, 1868, a treaty was concluded between the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the Government of Mexico, which
provided for a commission whose duty it was to hear and determine
all claims presented before it for damages sustained by citizens of this
conntry at the hands of citizens of Mexico, and similiar sus-
tained by the eitizens of Mexico at the hands of citizens of this conn-
try. In the early of 1869, I think in March, commissioners were
appointed under that treaty. In April, 1870, now nearly eleven years

0, the claim of Benjamin Weil was filed before that commission.

eil was a citizen of the United States who complained of the loss
of property at the hands of certain Mexican forces under the com-
mand of General Cortinas. The memorial of Weil, when presented,
in April, 1870, necessarily and in fact did specifically describe the
kind of property that he alleged he had lost, how much there was of
it, how much it was worth, by whom it was taken, the time when it
was taken, and the exact place where he was plundered. It isim-
possible to conceive of plainer, clearer, or more explicit notice given
to a defendant than was here m by the m al of Weil to the
anthorities of Mexico, He proclaimed exactly what he eomilained of ;
he E:j;lted ont the place where and themmmm by whom he allegoc{
he been inj , and thereby gave adversaries every oppor-
tunity known in judicial proceedings to follow up and investigate.
This case has been discussed as if there had been some concealment
some cunning arts resorted to. In point of fact the petitioner plea.deti
his claim as openly as if it had been in any court in the world, and
put everybody upon full notice and opportunity of investlgaﬁon.

He named the officer who was in command of the forces which seized
his property. All governments keep a roster of their armies. How
ﬂ for the aunthorities of Mexico to have ascertained whether Gen-

Cortinas was at the place designated in Weil’s memorial at the
tie of the alleged injury. How easy o have ascertained where he
and his command were at that time. No better opportunity was ever
given to meet a frandulent eclaim if it was one.

Next, let us see whether there was such haste in proceeding to a
conclusion as to cut off Mexico from a chance to fully and deliber-
ately present her side of this case. This claim of Weil's lay nearl
six years under investigation. It dragged itsslow and lazy len
along in the o sunlight of day for more than five years, the com-
mission in session a great part of the time, its rooms open, its records
open, and Mexico represented by able counsel scrutinizing every step
that was taken. Among these connselwas Caleb Cushing. 1have
not understood that Caleb Cushing was a man easily overreached ;
I have not heard that his great and lucrative employments sought
him because of his easy good nature and willingness to be ount-gen-
eraled by the other side in a lawsuif. It would seem, however, from
the talk in certain gwnuartfera in and around this Capitoi that the inter-
ests of Mexico had in the hands of incompetent persons, a corps
of imbeciles, instead of being, as they were, in the hands of some of
the ablest lawyers of the United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. FERRY in the chair.) The morn-
ing hour has expired. Is there objection to the Senator continuing ?
The Chair hears none.

Mr. VOORHEES., I think it will be here conceded that Mexico
had all the notice that anybody could have, every ible opportu-
nity to investigate, and longer time than ought to have been given.

On the 8th of October, 1570, counsel for the claimant Weil filed
their brief before the commission, nearly all the evidence on which
he relied having been filed prior to that time. It will be seen, there-
fore, that not only by the face of the memorial, but by the evidence
itself, from 1870 up to the decision of the claim, Mexico knew all
that was zlleged, all that was proven, and all that was claimed.
What course, however, did the counsel for the Government of Mexico
pursue ! They almost let judgment go without resistance. The Mex-
ican commissioner afterward attempted to jostify the conduet of the
agent of Mexico in withholding defensive evidence, said to have been
sent to him by his government, on the singular ground that its pre-
sentation would have given an opportanity to the claimant to rebut
it; asif every plaintiff in a suit has not the right, after the defense
puts in its case, to meet such new matter as the defense brings for-
ward. The truth is that the defensive evidence, if they h ¥,
which I very much doubt, was withheld nnder the mistaken idea ths‘E
after the commissioners disagreed and the claim went to the nmpire
Mexico would have the right to file her evidence before the umpire
and the plaintiff would not have any right there to meef it.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Allow me to ask a question. When was
this claim of fraud first made, after the decree by the arbitrator 1

Mr. VOORHEES. I do not know that the claim of frand has ever
been made by the Government of Mexico. I will meet the question
of the Senator as well as I know how to meet it in the course of my
remarks. He will gather from what I shall say all I know about the
subject. Sir Edward Thornton very justly and very correctly said it
was not his provinece to take testimony, that he was aunPIy to take
the case as made before the commissioners and decide it upon the
evidence before them; to determine between them who was right,
the American commissioner who allowed the claim, or the Mexican
commissioner who voted against it, as he did in almost every instance
where an American was a claimant.
r.heh; the face oiﬁ'mgy w'; “;g& pectability, I am unwilling to decide that

detail &ln are n
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These remain without contradiction by the Government, to remove all mis-
apprehensions, I state that I am willing to give every
a commissioner to the Government to make a full and amp!
elaim, mdmg:ndtoig and much wish that this might be done.

Bat, as this is declined, I must act on the beforeme. Itis now my decis.
ion that the United States must have an award for the valne of the property, at
the time and place of its seizure, with interest.

Here was not only an offer of great liberality npon the part of the
American commiaaigner, but there was absolute mﬁmﬁtm upon his

to those who ted Mexico to do their duty. What was
fd.r. Wadsworth to do? In a case pending as long as this had been,
waiting day after day and year after year for the Mexican authori-
ties to meet & plain, simple claim that had no mystery about it, was
he to continue five {as:s more? He did the only thing that an hon-
est man could de; he rendered his decision, which, under the provis-
ions of the treaty, sent the claim to the umpire.

It will not do to contend that new evidence has been discovered
which will warrant a new trial. On the contrary, the Mexican com-
missioner expressly states that he had his evidence in hand at the
proper time, and did not put it in because it wounld give the claimant
a chance to rebut it. It is not analogous to a case where the erty
has tried his case in court and lost it, doing the'best he could, and
afterward made new discoveries. There equity interposes. Butwhat
wonld be theught in a court of justice of & man who, after losing a
case, shounld and say to an enlightened judge, “I have lost my
case; I had myevidence in hand and could have offered it, but would
not; the casewas continned for me forfive years,but at last I thought
I could on appeal present my evidence where the otherside could not
rebut it 1"

Does this state of facts present sufficient 1%:'louml to.impugn the
honor of this oounm';' or the validity of this finding? Who is Will-
iam H. Wadsworth? I know him well. I had the honor to serve
with him in the other branch of Con years ago, and I hazard
nothing in stating that for high intelligence, vigilant, careful, con-
scientious integrity, he never had a superior in the public service.
Has he been imposed upon? Did he make up his finding when he
ought not to have done so? Did he hurry the decision and exclade
a r opportunity on the part of Mexico? Who-will dare to say
80 Eobody. Yet after this claimant is dead, and perhaps many of
his witnesses, his widow and children and other iunooenmrtias only
now interested in it, we hear people about these Halls ing as if

. Mexieo had been deeply and dangerously m&oeed upon.

But this matter does not stop here. By the terms of the treaty,
elear and explicit, all awards nnder it were to be final and conclu-
sive. Article 2 of the treaty of 1868 reads as follows :

The President of the United States of America, and the President of the Mexi-
ean Republio; hereby solemnly and sincerely @ to consider the decision of the
eommissioners conjointly, or of the umpire, as the case may be, as absolutely final
and conclusive npon claim decided npon by them or respeciively, and to
give full effect to such decisions without any objection, evasion, or delay whatso-
BVEeT,

+ Should they £ail to agree in opinion u individual claim, they shell call to
their mismt:u?oe the nmpire whi?i;n they me% 1o name, orm'whoegay be deter-
mined by lot, as the case may be ; and such umpire, after having examined the
avidence adduced for and t the claim, and after having heard, if required,
one on each side as aforesaid, and consulted with the commissioners, shall
decide thereupon, finally and without appeal.

Mr. Weil submitted his claim under that article of the treaty, and
thereby became a party to it and was bound by it as well as Mexico.
Suppose, however, the decision had been against Mr. Weil, would any-

y contend that he counld have a and retrial here? Itis
a notorious fact that American citizens have complained that by
fraudunlent practices the Mexican anthorities have kept them from
establishing legal and just claims for I have here in my
hand the case of the Rosario and Carmen Silver Mining Company of
California. That company had a claim before this commission which
was defeated, rejected. The petitioners came to Congress for relief
against what they alleged to be an unjust deeision proeured by frand

on the part of Mexico. In their petition they allege that the Mexi-
can authorities viniousli and dishonestly purloined and suppressed
material evidence which they had taken and submitted with their

claim, by means of which fraudualent sup%m.ion of evidence bf the
Mexican authorities and the introduction by them of evidence o -
jured witnesses the claim was decided adverselw them. Thatisa
strong case. What was theresnlt? Isupposenobody will dispuiethat
we should deal as fairly with our own citizens as with those of other
eountries. I know no reason why the American Congress should dis-
criminate in favor of Mexicans against Americans; yet what was
done in this case of the Rosario and Carmen Silver Mining Comg.ny 1
I have here a report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives, made April 24, 1878, in which the doetfrine was
laid down that a retrial could not be mnt&d ; that a settlement un-
der the terms of the treaty was final ; that the award was conclusive ;
that there was no ap from it.

Afterward application was made on behalf of said mining company
directly to the &mt&ry of State, to which the following answer was
returned :

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 31, 1879,

Sm: Your letter of the 10th ultime, wi accom doonm
duly received and has been attentivel mu:lld?::d It ﬁu% ﬂ:a:ﬁ;]?ﬁ;a‘:
e s
some of the witn A\ ‘rg‘qym pany, and in part upon the au w

tained in the act of Congress of the 17th of June last to suspend t to claim-
citizens of the United States, mmmwmmpmnﬂm-

ment had complained of frand. In I have to express my re| that it is
dwmodlnurpesjeatwwmplywlﬂ: mplyrggmt. i by
In view of the clear and positive mn the fifth article of the convention of
1868, this Government has no rightto expect a rehearing of the case, and under the
i there is beliew robability that snch a rehearing
would be granted as a matter of favor that even if there were a disposition, which
L nmmgmsaythem is not, to ask such a favor of the Government, it is sup-
posed that the public interests require that no such request should be made.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WAL M. EVARTS.
To E. C. INGERSOLL,

Attorney waé‘qw ‘Rosario and Carmen Mining
Company of California, Washington, D. C.

It would seem, therefore, that neither Congress nor the Depart-
ment of State find any power under this treaty to relieve American
citizens as against a case of fraund even if a frand exists. I wish, how-
ever, next to show that this whole agitation on behalf of the author-
ities of Mexico is an afterthought—I will not say inspired by men
for ulterior and sinister Y;lcrposes; I will not say that it is done for
the purpose of levying blackmail npon every payment that is made
and every installment as it becomes due; but I will undertake to say
here, and to show, that these very awards in behalf of Weil and the
La Abra Silver Company were ratified twice by the deliberate official
action of the Mexican Government after they were made. On the 29th
of June, 1876, after the decision of these cases by the umpire and the
action of the umpire was fully known both by this Government and
by Mexico, a treaty was concluded between the two governments
providing for a ratification of what the commission had dome and
for the full execution of its decisions. In that treaty, in article 2, we
find the following:

It is further agreed that so soon after the 20th day of November, 1276, as may be
practicable, the total amount awarded in all cases deci whether by the
commissioners or by the nmpire, and which may be decided before the 20th
day of November, in favor of citizens of the one ¥, shall be deducted from the
total amount awarded to the citizens of the other party, and the balance, to the
amonnt of §300,000, ehall be paid at the city of Mexico, or at the of Washing-
iom, in gold or its equivalent, on or before the 31st day of January, 1877, bath:’ﬁuv-
ernment in faver of whose citizens the ter amount may have been a
without interest or any other dedunction tﬁx&aﬁ specified in article 6 of the
convention of July, . The residae of the said balance shall be paid in annual
installments on the 31st day of January in each year, to an amount not exceeding
giog.noo, in gold or its equivalent, in any one year, until the whole shall have been

There is a }ﬁ:in treaty stipulation covering every dollar that was
awarded by that commission, entered into by Mexico with her eyes
open. Now she stands here, or somebody does pretending to act for
her, seeking to impeach what she agreed to then, with a knowl-
edge of all the facts.

More than that, however, on that point. Soon after the ratifica-
tion of this last treaty noted, a co ndence took place between
Mr, Fish, then Secretary of State of the United States, and Mr. Maris-
cal, minister of Mexico to this Government, and on the 4th of Decem-
ber, 1876, in response to a note from Mr. Mariscal, Secretary Fish
used the following strong langunage:

By article 2 of the convention the two ents bind themselves to consider
gy tgfg;im e b b ke 'Ml%“ oy
Ve, AN e o or
ﬁl:l:}wh.amoaver: and by the fifth article the heunmtrmﬁng agres to
consider the result of the proceedings of the on as a full, perfect, and final
settlement of w:r:?- claim w either government arising from transactions prior
to the exchange of ratifications th

It may be quite proper that Mr. Avila should advise yon of his views as to any

cular awards, oruhom%poinmmnumdwithﬂmcluinghbono! the com-

mission, and you may have felt it to Imtegm duty to bring to the notice of this
Government those views so communicated to youn. _

I mnst decline, however, to entertain the consiaeration of any question which
may contemplate any violation of, or di from, the provisions of the conven-
tion as to the final and binding nature of the awards, or to pass upon, or, by silence,
g_: bemmw as asquiescing in any attempt to determine the effect of any par-

cn aw

With appreciation of the objects in contemplation in this method of settle-
ment of mmces between two governments, and with yourintimate uaun!nhnoe
with the particular provisions of this convention with reference to the bindin
character of the awards made by the commissioners orbytheu.mplm,yuuwiﬁ
readily appreciate my extreme unwillingness to consider that, at the moment when

g8 relating to the commission have been brought to a close, and the -
ggl:fnﬁonupmmh t to consider the result in each case as absolutely
and conclusive becomes ‘ect, the Government of Mexico has taken, or pro-
poses to take, any steps wi would impair this obligation.

Then in response to this statement npon the part of Mr. Fish, that
the decisions of the commissionersand of the umpire were absolutely
final and conclusive, and that he would not tolerate the idea of any
violation or departure from them, the Mexican minister, Mr. Maris-

disclaimed any such intention on his part or on the part of his
government in the following langnage :
no nor the intention of Sr. A to any question what-
avg,iior ttotsgtin h% the final and eomlu.uivocharnmm r%e a o mentioned
awards.

But again. The labors of this commission terminated on the 20th
of November, 1876, and soon afterward, on the 14th December, Mr.
Fish and Mr. Mariscal made and signed a settlement embracing the

of the commission and fixing how they should be borne. It
isentitled a “ statement of account of the United States and Mexican
claims commission,” and will be found in House Miscellaneous Doc-
ument No. 39, second session, Forty-fourth Congress, It willbeseen
in that account that Mr, Mariscal charged the United States the
agreed percentage on all the awards made in favor of its citizens and
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for the two awards now objected to, namely, those of Weil and La Abra
Silver Mining Company. He charged, and was allowed to include
in the expense-account of the commission, over forty-six thousand
dollars by reason of this recognition on his part and confirmation of
what been done in these cases. In this transaction he was ena-
bled to retain and did retain out of the first annual payment of $300,000
the above amount, the right to which was based solely upon a con-
firmation on the part of Mexico of the awards in these two cases;
otherwise, he had no right whatever to this money.

| But there is still much more to show the grave impropriety of the
resolution offered at this time by the Senator from Connecticut. By
the act of Congress of June 18, 1878, provision was made for the distri-
bution and payment of the awards made by the commission. While
that act was under discussion and consideration suggestions were
made, it seemed to me at the time, in a sort of vague way, that fur-
ther consideration ought to be had in these two cases. With a sensi-
tive re to our own honor we thought too much could not be done
to avoid even a suspicion of unfairness toward Mexico. It was for
that reason that section 5 of that act was inserted. DBy that section
the President of the United States was empowered and “requested
to investigate any of fraud presented by the Mexican Gov-
ernment as to the cases hereinafter named, and if he shall be of the
opinion that the honor of the United States, the principles of public
law, or considerations of justice and equity require that the awards
in the cases of Benjamin Weil and La Abra Silver Miving Company,
or either of them, should be opened and the cases retried, it shall be
lawful for him to withhold payment of said awards, or either of them,
until such case or cases shall be retried and decided in such manner
as the governments of the United States and Mexico may agree, or
until Congress shall otherwise direct.” Then it was further rovided
in that section that any moneys aceruing under these awards should
be held to abide the President’s investigation and determination.

It will be remembered that this act, the fifth section of which I
have partially read, became a law nearly three years ago. For more
than two years after its passage—to be exact, two years and two
months—the Executive Department held entire control of these claims
and of all questions relating to them, whether they ought to be re-
tried, whether they ought to be reinveati%ated. For more than two
years they were there in the Executive Department of the Govern-
ment, subject to any charges that Mexico might bring against them,
subject to any sfeps that might be taken, those interested in them
waiting patiently for a conclusion, and, finally, that conclusion came.
It came last August, in a direct order from the President of the United
States to pay the moneg' due under these awards, determining that
there was no ground of fraud on which to retry them, that Mexico
bhad not made herself felt or heard to such an extent in the Execu-
tive Department of the Government as to require a rehearing. Dur-
i.n% those two years and more there was no want of attention to this
subject ; on the contrary the Secretary of State heard argument re-
g:smdlg for and against the claims, able gentlemen appearing on

th sides, thoroughly sifting every allegation that was made. More
than that; shortly before the g:{ment was ordered distinguished
counsel appeared ostensibly on alf of Mexico, and asked for de-
lay until they counld bring suit in the courts. The Senator from Ala-
bama [ Mr. MorGAN] has stated, and stated correctly, on the floor of
the Senate that Mexico had the right to go into our courts and sue
or ask for an injunction against any citizen of the United States.
‘When it became apparent that the Executive Department would pay
this money, as I have said, distinguished counsel appeared there and
asked for additional delay, in order to enable them to bring some sort
of action. The delay was promptly il":nted and weeks elapsed again
before Egment was made. Nosuif been brought ; every oppor-
tunity been given ; our courts have been open to Mexico ; time
has been given; and it seems monstrous that now, at the end of
nearly eleven years since this action commenced, and nearly six years
since it was decided, it should be reagitated.

But still further: at the last session of Congress a bill was intro-
duced by the Senator from Alabama seeking to reopen these claims
and send them to the courts. Exactly why this was done I do not
know, inasmuch as Mexico had already the power to go there; but
the bill had one good effect, at least, it brought this whole question
to the consideration of the Committee on the Judiciary, and that emi-
nent and learned committee, taking a full view of the whole case,
reported back that there was nothing for this Government to do in
the premises ; that it had done its duty ; and there was nothing leff
except to execute what had been determined according to law.

8ir, I need not assure the Senator from Connecticut that I know
him to be actuated in this proceeding, as in all others, by the highest
motives, and by the purest sense of honor, but I appeal to his well-
known candor to say whether enough has not already been done to
vindicate our honor as a Government.

Is there never to be an end to motions, resolutions, and proposed
investigations on a subject that was finally disposed of years ago?
During the E?mnt session of Congress the matter of these two
awards and the right to reopen them was fully censidered by the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, resulting in the action of the
committes st any such right or duty.

It is well to remember that all awards made by the commission
are payable in annual installments, and they have eight or nine years
yet to run. If, as each pay-day approaches, a suggestion from some-

body to the effect that there was fraud in some of the awards shall
cause Congress to enter upon an annual investigation, I would con-
gratulate those who are about to leave this bog; rather than those
who will remain. I sincerely hope the Senator from Connecticut will
withdraw his resolution, and if not, that it will be voted down.

Mr. EATON. I do not wish to defain the Senate. I will only say
a few words. I desire that the pending resolution, which I offered
yesterday, may now be reported, and on that I have a word to say.

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as follows:

TResolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested to inform the Sen.
ate, if not incompatible with the E:ihlic interest, whether any objection has been

e by this Government to suita being brought in the courts of TUnited States
by the Government of Mexico against American citizens, and if such objection has
been made, to communicate to the Senate the dipl tic correspondence, if any,
in relation thereto.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the
chair.) If the Senator will allow the Chair, he will lay before the
Senate its unfinished business, which can be temporarily laid aside,
and the Senator will then be recognized.

The bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the payment
of invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1882, was read by its title.

Mr. EATON. I do not proposeat this time to go into a full discus-
sion of this matter, I desire the to-day of the pending reso-
lution, asking for information which, in my judgment, the Senate
ought to have before it finally passes upon the joint resolution which
I had the honor of introducing several days since. I want all the
correspondence, the diplomatic correspondence, if compatible with
the publie interests, between our own and the authorities of the Mexi-
can Government, in order that the Senate of the United States may
see whether really the courts of the United States have been open to
the Government of Mexico; that is, open in the opinion of the Mexi-
can officials. I do not propose on this occasion to arraign the Secre-
tary of State. That is not necessary; it would not be proper for
me to do it; but I desire that the correspondence between the Secre-
tary of Btate and the Mexican officials shall be laid before the Sen-
ate in order that the Senate may see what the effect of that correspond-
ence inevitably has been upon the Mexican authorities.

I desire to say here that in my judgment—and I have given not a
little attention to one of these cirmms' , & good deal to both, a great
deal to one—I do not believe there was one gingle bale of cotton be-
longing to the claimant who charged against the Republic of Mexico
the loss of 1,900 bales of cotton. There was not anything to make
either woof or wool of. That is my opinion with regard to this
matter. I believe it was the baldest case of fraud that ever was per-
petrated on the face of the earth.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Let me ask the Senator how it escaped
the attention of the arbitrators? .

Mr. EATON. If escaped the attention of the arbitrators because
the evidence was not in the possession of the Mexican authorities
until after the commission had themselves risen, and when it was
carried to the umpire, Sir Edward Thornton—a very distinguished
gentleman—8ir Edward Thornton said these words:

In the case No. 447, Benjamin Weil rs. Mexico, the agent of Mexico has pro-
dueed circumstantial evidence, which, if not refuted by the claimant, would cer-
tuhh:'lly contribute to the suspicion that perj has been commi and that the
W B

tted,
claim is a fraud., For the reason y given it is not in the of the
ury

umpire to take that evidence into consideration; but if be proved
hereafter, no one would rejoice more than the nmpire himself that his decision
should be reversed and that justice should be done.

As I said, I do not desire to go into a full discussion of this matter
to-day. Iintroduced the resolution because I believe that the honor
of the United States demanded that further action should be taken.
I brought it in because, as a Senator of the United States, Ifelt it to
be my absolute duty to do it, feeling that injustice had been done to
a sister republic. Let the resolution which I offered yesterday be
passed ; let the correspondence between the Secretary of State and
the Mexican anthorities come before the Senate, and you will see in
what position the Mexican authorities here feel themselves to be. Yeu
will see whether they thonght it proper and prundent to go into the
courts of the United States.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. What was inside the claim f

Mr. EATON. I think if there has been a claim it is made out of
raw material, that it was covered so all over with fraud that there
was nof any inside to if, that it was all fraud from the beginning to
the end. Iincline tothe opinion that no treaty, noconvention, and no
action of umpires or commissioners, can prevent or ought to prevent
the Government of the United States from giving fo the authorities
of Mexico every opportunity to show that fraud.

As I said, I have examined this question with great thoronghness.
I find no fault with any gentleman who differs with me. Iam not
about to attack the American commissioner, Mr. Wadsworth of Ken-
tucky ; I am not about to attack the umpire, Sir Edward Thornton,
but 1 say here, on my honor as an American Senator, that this mat-
ter ought to be opened.

Mr. BAILEY. What is the evidence ?

Mr.EATON. The evidence Idonot caretogointo here. This man
was proved to have been seven hundred miles from the very place
that he swore he was present, where his cotton was taken, and it was
proved by his own letters.

Mr. BAILEY. Did not Mexico have the proof

Mr. EATON. It was impossible for Mexico at that time to arrive
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at that proof. I am inclined to think that my distingunished friend
from Indiana was mistaken when he said, if he did say that all
of this proof was withheld from the commission. Iundertake to say
that my reading of the case is that this proof was not in the hands of
the agents of Mexico at the time of the holding of the sessions of the
commission. Other proof was.

Mr. VOORHEES. What I said was this—

Mr, McCDONALD. Mr. President—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Connecticut
yield to the Senator from Indiana?

Mr. EATON. Oh, yes.

Mr. McDONALD. I will read what the Secretary of State says in
regard to these elaims, especially in regard to the Weil claim. In his
report to the President in pnrsuance of the fifth section of the act of
1878, he says:

In the conclusions to which I came, and which I had the honor to submitto your
examination, I was principally governed by the following considerations :

1. In the complaints of the Mexican Government there is not the slightest im-
mmﬁbﬁ:%fmpmm“ impu?ﬂ-’ gff &: i!;“ﬁxwmguhﬁr alarity am;m L e of its actual
aﬁ%gs. It was Bﬂ‘:lm sed of able and eminentgan, enj g the full confi-

of the rnments by whom they were respeeﬁvelw inted, and the
re sell , Sir Edward Thornton, was pre-eminently fi 'or his laborions
ble duties by his lon d.ipfomatic experience, his recognized ability,
igh character, and his sp knowledge of the two countries whose citizens

ernments were interested in the tration.

ore this commission the Government of Mexico had full op;
ame time to present its defense, both in evidence and argument, a
& mﬁ:ﬂ‘i’ dsgbm&t:d &mw:nﬁbamong of which wag ﬁ%ﬂ the power
:?: :EE: G:mmisaia:.s' and the opinion of the umpire shows that it was carefully con-

In the Weil case it is true that the Mexican Government submitted no testi-
mony, and that the case was decided upon the evidence offered by the claimants,
But the Mexican commissioner explicitly declined the offer of further time to pro-
duooce such testimony, al I he professed that his government had such in pos-
‘session, g upon the trial: _

“There is in the present case the still more serious consideration that there is
sufficient evidence npon which to judge of the claim, and that by opening thedoor to
new testimony it would only serve to show the claimant wherein the which
he had erected upon his imagination was wealk, and by enlightening him how to
crown his intrigue by new etforts, which, although they wounld not change the
aspect of the case, might lead him to confirm it.”

Now the Secretary expressly states—

Mr. EATON. I do not care to have a speech interjected into mine.

Mr. McDONALD. I donot desire to interject a speech into the Sen-
ator's. Isimply wanted to read what the Secretary of State said.

Mr. EATON. He does not go to the extent of seeking this action
at all. That there was testimony which was withheld I know, and I
know further that the im t testimony had not yet been discov-
ared, and the Secretary of State did not undertake to say to the con-
trary, and if he did he would be in error. )

Mr. VOORHEES. As the Senator from Connecticut arraigns my
statement, I say that the Secretary of State does state that there was
no evidence submitted on the of Mexico in the Weil claim,
although the commissioner says he had such evidence, and gives the
farther reason that he pro to enable the claimant to rebuild or
strengthen his edifice, in the figurative language of the commissioner
for Mexico; in other words, to give the claimant a chance of rebut-
tal. Isay the statement of the Becretary of State here bears me
out entirely that the Mexican commissioner said he had evidence,
and declined to put it in on the ground that that would enable the
claimant to rebuf if.

Mr. EATON. What I say is this, and if either of the Senators from
Indiana, and if the SBecretary of State will take the trouble fo examine
the evidence that is now in, where everybody can read it, he will ascer-
tain the great fact that these vital proofs were not within the power
of Mexico at the time. That there was a certain class of evidence,
which evidence was not submitted, is true, I make no question about ;
but the whole evidence was not in. The fact that this man Weil was
seven hundred miles from the point where he swore he was when the
cotton was taken from him was not in their possession, and they had
not that teatimon{;

Mr. JONES, of Florida. How is that made to appear !

Mr. EATON. It is made toappear by aletter written by Weil him-
self from Shreveport, in Lonisiana, upon a certain day, on which day
he alleges that he was below Matamoras in person, in his sworn
proof ; and there were several other things in connection with it—

Mr. JONES, of Florida. He swore he was at another place ?

Mr, EATON. Certainly, and he was seven hundred miles off on that
same indentical day, if I am not mistaken. He swore he was there
when the cotton was taken from him.

“Mr. VOORHEES, If the Senator will allow me a moment, I do not
dispute the ability of Mexico or of Mexicans to manufacture testi-
mony, especially after a man is dead, and even to the extent of forg-
ing letters. The point that I make here, and the point at issue be-
tween the Senator from Connecticut and myself, is while this case
was pending in a court open to everybody and the record of which
was under inspection, and where Mexico was represented by gentle-
men among the ablest counsel in this country, for more than five
years, and then solicited by the American commissioner, put in their
-entire case, proceeding to a judgment reluctantly, and the commis-
sioner of Mexico saying that he had testimony and declined to put
:any of itin, not some of it but none of it—whether under these circum-
-stances this is a proper subject for rehearing. Three years ago the
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Congress of the United States sent it to the President of the United
States, to the State Department, for a rehearing and a retrial if they
should find that it ought to be done.

Mr. EATON. I think my friend ought not to repeat the speech he
has made before.

Mr. VOORHEES. Iwill notinterrnpt the Senator.

Mr. EATON. My friend has just said what he said before, that this
power had been given two years ﬁo, more or less, to the President of
the United States, and yet he held it up two years, and did not dis-
burse these moneys. Why did he not disburse these moneys? Be-
cause of the allegation of fraud, because of the belief that there had
been perjury here in the establishing of these claims. And now for
some reason—I hardlg know what the reason is—althongh the evi-
dence is directly to the point and is brought before a new commis-
sion, or before the Secretary of State, or before the Congress of the
United States, it is not proposed to hold this matter one year, one
month, one day longer.

I do not wish to go further into the discussion of this matter to-
day. I believe that the honor of the United States onght to be pro-
tected by taking care of the interests of Mexico.

My friend from Indiana snggested something about forging letters
after a man was dead. If letters have been forged after a man was
dead, I apprehend that snch letters wounld not constitute good testi-
mony in the opinion of the Senator from Indiana, or in my opinion,
or in the opinion of anybody else who would have this matter in
hand to investigate hereafter. My understanding of it is that there
has been no forgery of letters upon the part of the Government of
Mexico or its officials, and if is too late in the day for Senators to say
on this floor that we cannot open this matter because it has been
finally adjudged, when b{ a law of Congress it has been held in the
hands of the President of the United States for two years and more
than two years. It will hardly become citizens of the United States,
not to say Senators of the United States, tosay that if there was a case
of bald fraud here we would not notice it, when this very moment the
leading journals of Great Britain and many of its leading men are
taking into consideration the great fact of the perjury that was com-
:m't.teﬁ with regard to the fishery award, zms a leading paper in
Great Britain says if the allegation can be sustained, no matter about
the convention or the treaty, the money must go back to the United
States where it belongs.

I say that if the President of the United States have in his hands
a million or two of dollars belonging to the Government ef Mexico
originally, but sent here for the purpose of being distributed, and if
part of the claims the money is to meet be covered all over with
wrong and fraud, if is the duty of the United States to withhold that
money, and it is the duty of the United States to look into this matter
thoroughly and fairly. I desire the resolution to pass so that we
may have the information from the Secretary of State with regard
to that one matter, and hereafter I shall take occasion to call up the
joint resolution which I introduced some days ago.

Mr. McDONALD. Mr. President— '

Mr. BOOTH. I feel it my duty fo call for the reglllllar order.

Mr. .gONES, of Florida. Will the Chair have the resolution re-

rted
1le:le PRESIDING OFFICER., The resolution will be read.

The Carer CLERK read the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from California
insist npon his call for the regular order?

Mr. McDONALD. I wish just a moment.

Mr. BOOTH. I will yield for a minute.

Mr, McDONALD. For five minutes?

Mr, BOOTH. I must in fairness call for the regular order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The regular order is called for.

Mr. EATON. I hope we shall have a vote on the passage of the
resolution.

Mr. BOOTH. If it is the desire of the Senate to vote on the reso-
lution, and if the Senator from Indiana has no objection to taking a
vote upon if, I will yield.

Mr. McDONALD. I have no objection whatever, but I desire to
sa Ijcust: about ten words.

. BOOTH. I will yield for ten words.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana.

Mr. McDONALD. I desire tocall the attention of the Senate a lit-
tle more particularly to the statement of the Secretary of State, and
I do not understand that to have been controverted. He says:

In the Weil case, it is true that the Mexican Government submitted no testi-
mouy, and that the case was decided upon the evidence offered by the claimants.
But the Mexican commissioner explicitly declined the offer of time to pro-
duce such testimony, all h he professed that his government had such in pos-
session, saying upon the s &e.

I sim;:]lfr desire to say that there is not a court in the United States
that wonld grant to a l})rivate litigant a new trial t:fon an applica-
tion for that purpose, if he should present such a petition as that, I
desire to state further, that if Mexico has any complaint in regard to
the action arising under that commission, it should be addressed to
secure a new convention, in which the parties who have lost their
claims by frand may have an opg:ortumty to present them a 2
What I ]{a.ve contended m the beginni &is that there
should be this one-sided effort acquiesced in by our Government, to
relieve Mexico from these two awards and hold our people bound by
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all the others. Thep of the fifth section of the act of 1878 was
to clothe the executive ent of the Government with precisel
that power, and I am willing to continue it if it is neumn&; but
shall not vote for a new trial in an ex application of this kind
to a elaimant who stands in the position that the Secret of State
has shown that the Mexican Government stands with reference to
this claim.

Mr. BOOTH rose.

Mr, WHYTE. If the Senator will allow me to say just one word,
the Senator from Indiana has struck the key-note of this whole ques-
tion. If we are going to do anything to protect Mexico in regard to
claims that have been passed against her by the joint convention, I
hope we will also do something for those citizens of the United States
whose claims were excluded either by the megligence of officers of
this Government or by want of proper notice to them that that com-
mission was sitting in this city. I know men with claims; I know
specially of one claim, of a citizen of the United States whose coal
was seized by Mexican authority, who made a protest before the con-
sul at Vera Cruz and filed it there for the governance of our Govern-
ment here at Washington, which throngh the negligence of that consul
was not filed in the State Department; and that claimant, or his
heirs, for he died shortly afterward, had no notice of this convention
at all.

Mr. EATON. That was not the fanlt of Mexico,

Mr. WHYTE. It wasthe fanltof the commission that proper notice
was not given to the various claimants, the notice being published,
as is claimed, in but one paper in New Orleans so far as I can ascer-
tain, and no copy of that paper having ever been discovered or pro-
duced to show that it was actually published. I say that claim was
lost becanse the Government here had no notice of the protest in
Mexico and the claimants, the heirs of the gentleman who had died,
had no notice of the sitting_:f the commission. Therefore if we are
to protect Mexico against frandulent claims, I hope the Government
of the Un! ted States will protect its own citizens who have just claims
which have been unpaid by Mexico.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr, President——

Mr. BOOTH. I must insist on the re, order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. COCKRELL in the chair.) The
Senator from California insists on the regular order.

Mr. JONES, of Florida., What is the regular order?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pension appropriation bill.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. With the permijssion of the Senator——

Mr. BOOTH. I cannot yield for ang purpose,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will lay before the Senate
the regular order.

PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera-
tion of the bill (H. R. No. 6532) making appropriations for the pay-
ment of invalid and other pensionsof the United States for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1852, the pending question being on the amend-
ment proposed by Mr. PLUMBE, after line 17 of section 1, to insert:

To provide fifty additional examiners for the Pension Office, and the number of
clerks for the Pension Officeand Adjutant-General's and Surgeon-General's Offices,
respectively, necessary to render effective the work of said examiners, the sum of
£200,000, to be immediately available.

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Ishould like to see that amendment a moment,.

Mr. BOOTH. BofarasI am personally concerned, I have no objec-
tion to the amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator fromIowa has the floor.

Mr. BOOTH. I beg pardon.

Mr. KIRKWOOD. I have a word to say in regard to this matter.
After concluding my remarks yesterday I was called out of the Sen-
ate Chamber to attend a special meeting of the Post-Office Commit-
tee. Upon my return I found that the amendment offered by the
Senator from Virginia [Mr, WiTHERS] had been defeated, which I
very mnch rgﬁutﬁed 1 voted yesterday that that amendment was
inorder. I that with a good deal of donbt as to the correctness
of my vote, but for the purpose of availing myself of a chance to
vote for something that would tend to improve the present condition
of affairs.

I wonld snggest to the Senator from however, who offered
the pending amendment, that if additional clerks are to be placed in
the Pension Office, my understanding'is that additional room will

_ have to be provided for them. The amendment should be amended
so as to allow the application of a portion of the fund to pay the rent
of a building for their use;, My understanding is that the present
building oceupied by the Pension Bureau is full, and it is no use for

us to employ clerks unless we can have room for them to work in. I

suggest that to the Senator who offered the amendment.

. PLUMB. If the Senator from Iowa is informed upon that sub-
ject sufficiently to frame an amendment which will meet the point
which he u ; I'shall have no objection to it.

Mr. KIRKWOOD. Let me look at it again.

Mr. PLUMB. Is to the Senator from Iowa that his propo-
sition be made the subject of a separate amendment, when the pend-
ing'amendment has been adopted, if it shall be agreed to.

- EDMUNDS. It bad better be submitted as an amendment to
this amendment, because the next one may not be thought to be in

order.
Mr. KIRKWOOD. Unless the Senator who offers the amendment

thinks it is well to provide for the employment of clerks without
making any provision for places wherathaﬁ;my work, I & t that
after the word “examiners” in the first line of the nmemnt he
insert “ and for rent for additional rooms or buildings therefor.” That
would obviate the difficulty that seems to me to be somewhat press-

ing.

ﬁ‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Iowa offer
that as an amendment to the amendment of the Senator from Kansas?

Mr. KIRKWOOD, I offer it as an amendment to the amendment
of the Senator from Kansas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment
will be reported.

The CHIEF CLERK., After the word “examiners,” in the first line
of the amendment, it is proposed to insert “and for rent for addi-
tional rooms or buiidings therefor;’’ so as to read :

To provide fifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional rooms or build-
inés erefor, for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for the Pension
Otfice and Adjutant-General's and Su -General's Offices, respectively, neces-

to render effective the work of examiners, the sum of ,000, to be im-
mediately available.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the
amendment of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] as amended.

Mr. KERNAN. On behalf of a great many deserving men, I believe
something should be done to speed the adjudication of the claims
ﬁnding for pensions. The war closed more than fifteen years ago.

ere are now, as we are informed, more than 250,000 claims pending
inthe Pension Bureau. EverySenator and every Member getsdayafter
day letters from people in his State or locality asking him to get such a
claim speeded and such a claim speeded. We all know that that can- -
not be done. Here is this very large number of claims pending.
Doubtless a very large number of them are deserving, as the claim-
ants believe, and as probably is true, and it is really a denial of
Jjustice to leave these claimants for so many years without having
their claims decided upon. Those which are just should be allowed ;
the deserving soldiers of the war should be paid their pensions; an
those claims which cannot be maintained ought to be rejected, so that
the claimants may know that the burean thinks they are not entitled
to pensions. Ifeel almost depressed when I realize how many of these
claims there are, and how many deserving soldiers and their widows
cannot get action upon their claims when they believe they have
their proofs to entitle them to pensions.

I am in favor of this amendment in the hope and belief that, if
nothing else can be done at this session, it will enable the Commis-
sioner to add to the efficiency and strength of his force so as to dis-
m of these claims more rapidly. Nothing is more unjust than to

the claims of deserving men, soldiers who entered the service
on the pledge of the Government that if by disease or wounds in-
curred in the war they lost their health they shounld have a pension.
Half of them, here in the year 1881, when the war closed early in
1865, have been writing and writing and seeking to get action on
their claims. I think the Government owes it to itself, it owes it fo
them, to give at least this measure of relief, and I hope thers can be
something done to speed their cases far more rapidly in their deter-
mination than this will do. I am in favorof the amendment, hoping
it will do something in the way of bringing about the determination
of these claims,

Mr, WALLACE. Itisstrangethat the Senate and the House should
undertake in this way to relieve the Pension Bureau when neither
the officer in charge of that burean nor any one connected with the
Government has ever asked for this special mode of assistance. They
seek a remedy in a different line, by a court, through judicial ]Lro—
cesses and not by clerks added; their wishes come to us by the bill
of the Senator from Virginia, and in a different form from this
sition. There is no estimate in the Book of Estimates for additional
clerks; there seems to be no requirement for this force from the
Department of the Interior, or any one authorized to demand it——

. INGALLS. May I interrupt the Senator a moment ?

Mr. WALLACE. Certainly.

Mr. INGALLS. At the close of the Commissioner’s last report he
says:

- lmffdull submit the following recommendations :

lci ;1‘ t-th,erg'bel::iinemae in th% number of clerkships of the classes 1, 2, 3,
mﬂ. That the chiefs of divisions and the appeal clerk, whoare selected from among
the clerks of class 4, be given an additional allowance of 600 each per annum.

3. That the of the chief clerk be increased to §2.500 annom.

4. That the salary of the Deputy Commissioner of P s be increased to

£3,000 annom.
5. That the salary of the Commissioner be increased to §6,000. d
He does ask for an additional number of elerkships in classes 1, 2,

3,and 4.

’ Mr. WALLACE. How many does he want? The number is not
fixed, few or many, but the great desire there expressed is for increase
of sa to those now at work. I do not think that thisrequest is in
the Bm of Estimates furnished the Appropriations Committee. Ihave
heard nothing of it in the Committee on Appropriations. Neither I
nor the others knew anything of this in our consultations in that
committee. This statement is made as the Senator read it I do not
donbt, and if these clerks be really needed I have no donbt that Con-
gress will be very glad to give them to aid in the much needed expe-
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dition. Will the pending amendment answer the p T Willit
give the relief desiredf Is there not some other re beyond this
required ? The Commissioner evidently thinks this will not answer,
for he gives all his energy to the measure submitted by the Senator
from inia, [Mr. WiTHERS,] He feels, as most of us do, that a
remedy must be found in some other line.

The point to be reached, it seems to me, is to bring the judieial
mind to bear upon the facts of each case in some way. The proposi-
tion of the Senator from Virginia, the chairman of the Committee on
Pensions, was a measure in the right direction, but it had its defects,
and was liable to many objections. I could not bring my mind to
support it. It has been ruled out of order, but I may briefly refer to
it. There were many diffioulties surrounding it. Among the first was
that it was the institution of a batch of new courts in each State
which were strange to the people; these were heretofore utterly un-
Jznown in our system, were not in the line of the common law, and in
effect it was the creation of new tribunals atmﬁe to the people. The
second objection is, that it adds large additional expense and multi-

lies officials throughout the country, while we are already oppressed

y their number. The third objection, in my mind, is that it was
possible for this court, if it saw fit so to do for any pu , to become
an op r and a tyrant over the pensioner himself. I do notsay
that they wonld be so, but new tribunals, vested with complete power
over the subject given them, may exercise that power for improper
purposes, and I fear they would.

‘Where is the difficulty in the way of sending every pensioner to
his own loualitgfor adjustment and decree by his own courts ¥ Why
is there any di ctﬂg in the plan of sending each pensioner resident
within a county in the State in which he resides, to his home court
there—a conrt of record, of course; not to a single official, nor yet to
the process of a jury trial, but allowing him to be heard before the
court upon his depositions taken and to be taken in his own case?
Under such a system he would be at home among his own people,
where he is known, where his witnesses reside, and where the court
can examine his case on his testimony and standing and determine it
thereon, and on his already existing depositions; or the court may
refer the matter fo a commissioner or master, and thus arrive at the
merits of his case after full investigation. He can be fally heard.
The pa:gers from the Pension Office can be sent there upon certifi-
cate; the court after hearing can render its decree; and that may be
made final and conclosive in the case, and thus we may have an
adjndication of these claims, speedily and justly. A home forum
with a fair hearing is the best remedy for this clo, Department.
Jurisdiction can be vested in the State courts in such matters, and I
do not doubt that they would accept it and act.

But wherever there exists a district court of the United States we
should give it power to hear the cases resident there of course, but
outside of the counties in which exists United States district courts
why shall we not use existing machinery ! The ple own State
courts in which pensioner and Government may bome heard if they
are willing to exercise this jurisdiction. In the case of a pensioner
who is alleged to be frandulently on the rolls, or of one who wants
his claim expedited, we can send him there summarily or upon rule
to show cause in which ever form we prefer. If after full hearing
the court decrees him to be stricken from the roll all will agree that
he is there by fraud, for it is only done after full hearing upon testi-
mony brought into court where both he and the Government have
been heard. Such a decree is only made after hearing upon testimony
duly taken and entered of record. If it is desired to e ite a case
we can send all these that now stand undetermined on the records of
the Pension Office there to be carefully examined upon the papersin
the office npon additional depositions, and upon the testimony of men
who know him, his services, and his diseases. I venture to say that
no State court would decline to take jurisdiction, and that the Leg-
islatures of the State would promptly give this added jurisdiction if
this were needed in order to accomplish the results we all desire.
And if so, six months’ work will clean up this enormous list. The
amendment éﬁggeed b;Fnilyself I now ask the Clerk to read.

The PRE G OFFICER. The amendment proposed by the
Senator from Pennsylvania will be read.

The Carer CLERK. It is proposed to add as additional sections to
the bill :

Sgc. 3. That for the purpose of discovering and preven
UnitedStatMinmnrdPto, ions, the Commissi ofP:':na‘i‘oE:ﬂsu tninuﬂt].g
the powers now conferred u]mnhimbyluw shall have the right to cite an .
son now upon the pension rolls to appear before any district conrt of the 'gnfgd
States, if such there be, within the county or perish in which the pensioner resides,
or if none such there be, then before any court of record having a clerk and a seal
within such county or parish, there to show cause why his name should not be
stricken from the roll of pensioners; and such court shall hear the case upon dep-
ositions taken in the manner, and u the proofs, certificates, depositions,
and affidavits now on file in the Pension which, for that purpose, shall be
certifled by the Commissioner of Pensions to such court.

SEc. 4. in order to expedite the settlement of claims for pensions and ar-
rears thereof now on file in the Pension the Commissioner of Pensions is
hem\g‘d.lmud to forthwith certify all such claims which have been.on the files

months and cannot be adjudicated by him within ninety days from the

of this act, together with all papers, iestimony, certificates, or other doc-
aments fled 1n or Bearing uy ummmmgghgﬂumorjnahﬂ;gﬂ States
there be no Qistriot court of the Uniten States Wikt sueh ety or parish, T
to any court of record having m clerk and a seal within sunch county or parish
there to be examined by the court u;
Jther documents so certified, and such

the teatimony, certificates,
dam pmoh.indtaatimonyg

may be submitted touching the same, under the rules and regulations hereinafter

Sec. 5. That the person receiving or claiming a ion under this act shall be.
daemetitobeiusnehoqmt_mallpu.lmasmu his said case after the said
court shall have before it a citation to to appear in the same on a day certain,
which shall, by oath thereto affixed, appear to have been served by a copy thereof

iled by the Commissi of Pensions to his address at least twenty fﬁn prior
to such day of ap ce; and each of said courts is hereby vested with full juris-
diotion to proe upon written evidence to examine, adjudicate, and nettl]e the
question at issue under the proofs so brought before it and the laws z
pensions, and its decree therson shall be final and conclusive. If the sald conrt
shall adjodge the i not entitled toa jon, his name shall be stricken
from the Tolla, or his claim taken 8s dismizsed, s the case may be: ‘If tha court
shall adjndge the applicant entitled to a pension, his name shall be placed upon the
rolls at the rate month fixed by the court; and no interference with or altera-
tion of the said decree or of the sum so paid shall be permitted except upon action
had in the same court, after formal notice for a rehearing as herein prescribed.

SEC. 0. That the district attorney of the United States in counties in which there
is a district court, and the person in charge of prosecutions for crimes in other
counties or parishes, shall act as counsel for the%nitaﬂ Btates in all pension cases
in such courts, and shall be entitled to a fee of §10 in each to be paid by the
United States. Costs of witnessea shall be pald by the United States when sum-
moned by them under the first section hereof, but in no other case. The pen-
sioner or the applicant himself may be examined under oath and his testimony be
competent evidence in the adjndication of his case when cross-examined by the
counsel of the United States, but not otherwise. The Mmagy—eenenl of the
United Btates is hereby directed to make and publish a code of rules, as simple
and direct as possible, regulating the mode of procedure in the cases hereinbefore
named, which rules when so made are hereby preseribed for the guidance of the
said courts in all pension cases coming before them under this act.

Mr. LOGAN. Do I understand the Senator to propose this as an
amendment to this bill?

Mr. WALLACE. Iintended to move it as an amendment to the
bill, but as a matter of course the point of order made would rule it
ont. By this amendment I desire to express my anxiety as other
Senators have done to the Senate, first, to aid in preventing the per-
atmt.ion of the alle, frands upon the Pension Department of the

vernment of the United States; and, secondly, to expedite the set-
tlement, as far as may be by any suggestions I can give the Senate,
of the pension cases that now hang unsettled in the Pension Depart-
ment. This is simply the thought of carrying to the loeal courts in
which the pensioner resides, first, the cases in which the Commissioner
of Pensions alleges there are frauds; in snch the pensioner is brought
into court, and the question of fraud is heard and settled. Second,
to send to the local court, the distriet conrt of the United States, or
any court of record in the county where the pensioner resides, the
cases now pending in the Pension Office, there to be heard on the
papers now on file in the Pension Office, and upon such other depo-
sitions and papers as may be taken by either side in the future, and
thus have the question of the right to a pension settled at the home
of the pensioner, not by trial by jury, but by the examination of wit-
nesses upon depositions, or by rence of the case to a commissioner
or master who shall hear and upon the same to the eonrt,
which in either caseshall hear the proofs summarily and make a decree
of the court thereon either for or against the claimant. My purpose
is to endeavor to bring what aid I can to this subject. The means I
would adopt are, first, the settlement of the question of frand in the
courts of the locality; and, second, the rapid adjustment there of
the cases now pending in such vast numbers. Of course this amend-
ment is liable to the point of order, as the amendment of the Sena-
tor from Virginia was. I simply desired to explainit, and leave it to
the consideration of the Senate.

Mr. LO GAN. I desire to call the Senator’s attention to one pro‘gg-
sition he has in this measure of his. Of course I do not wish to dis-
cuss it, becanse it cannot come up for action. The section providing
for the soldier being called before a United States ju to show
cause why his name should not be stricken from the roll as a é)le.n-
sioner, is certainly very peculiarlanguage. Inotherwords, it indicts
the soldier and brings him before the court and he must prove his
innocence of having defranded the Government, or he is dismissed
from the roll. What is the meaning of it f

Mr. WALLACE. Kot at all. Itissimply a ruleupon him to show
cause, to come in upon the allegation that he is fmudulentalﬁ Teceiv-
ing a pension. What simpler method can there be? An allegation
is e in the county in whiech he lives, and he meets it there at home.

Mr. LOGAN. Iunderstand that; but the Senator provides thatthe
pensioner shall show cause why he shall not be stricken from the roll.
Did we ever hear of a man being arraigned in a court to show cause
why he should not be sent to the penitentiary? It is the businessof
the prosecution to show cause why he shall be committed ; but this-
is reversinggall the rules of evidence and law. If the Government
wants to act farly it will eall a man up and the Government will
show cause why he should be dismissed from the roll, and not require
a pensioner to show cause why he should not be dismissed from the
roll, That is certainly reversing the rules.

Mr. WALLACE. That is a very trifling matter of detail. The
question is, after all, where is the forum in which this man who is
alleged to be a fraudulent pensioner onght to be heard. Iallege that
it is at his home and before a local court. That is the whole ques-
tion, and the form of it is not material at all. He is not to be in-
dicted, he is simply to be cited to appear and if t‘{01:1 see fit to strike
out the words * show causa,;’ I am content with that amendment.
If thde iSanator prefers the langnage he suggests I am content to
amend it. :

Mr. LOGAN. I said this cited him to show cause, and this amend-
ment was like an indictment against him to show cause why he
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should not be punished ; it called on him to show cause why he shounld
not be dismissed from the roll. That reverses all the rules of evi-
dence that I have ever heard of in any court.

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator from Illinois if that is not
a mere technical phrase, which does not put the burden of proof on
the man cited? It is a rule general in all equity processes, in all no-
tices to respondents to petitions, to come into court and show cause
why the t{rsyer of the petition should not be granted. It does not
change the burden of proof at all.

I desire, however, to make the E:inh of order on the amendment
because I do not think it worth while to spend a day in deba.t‘m%t.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. CoCKRELL in the chair.) e
amendment has not been offered.

Mr. LOGAN. I do not wish to spend time either; but I desire to
call attention to the fact—it may be technical or it may not be tech-
nical—that this is not like a chancery proceeding. This man is ac-
cused of crime; that is, he is to be dismissed from the roll because
he is frandulently on the roll; hence if is an accusation of fraud
against him. Being irandulentiy on theroll he can be dismissed, and
hence the requirement for him to show cause why he shall nof be dis-
missed does bring it in the nature of a criminal proceedin g, because he
is accused of a crime, for if he is fraudulently on the roll it is a crime.

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. President, I do not rise to discuss the propo-
sition suggested by the Senator from Pennsylvania. I say, however
that when the Committee on Pensions or :ex:iy other committee shall
present a separate bill to facilitate the speedy adjudication of these
claims in what I deem a fit and proper way, I shall certainly support
it. But as I know this measure will be ount on a question of or-
der, I wish to say one word on the amendment which been held
to be in order appropriating $200,000 to enable the Commissioner of
Pensions to employ more examiners and more clerks to speed the pres-
ent machinery or action on these claims. It is no answer to that
amendment to say that the Commissioner has not asked it. It is the
dutz of Congress to see that there is sufficient means spﬁ)mpnatad to
enable him to proceed more rapidly than he can do with the present
force; and as that is in order, and as that very likely is all that can
be done at this session, I trust that amendment will be adopted, and
that we shall instruct the Commissioner to employ more force and to
go on more rapidly than he can do now.

Mr, BECK. Mr. President, I have taken no part in this discussion
because, though a member of the Committee on Appropriations, al-
thonghi listened carefully to the ents, I have never profe
to be familiar with military affairs or with questions relating to safe-
guards necessary to be thrown around pensions; but the amendment
now offered, if sustained hgntha Senate, will do no good except to en-
able the bureaun to spend that much more money, I think in a useless
if not an improper way. The Commissioner of Pensions does not pre-
tend that he has not force enough now. Hecame before the commit-
tee and asked us to increase the salaries of a few of the employés that
he has, his own included, as his report shows, but no snggestion was
made as to the necessity of any such additional force as is here de-
manded. Now, on the suggestion of a Senator, without recommend-
ation from the Department, witheut suggestion of the necessity for
it before the committee, withont anything to indicate that it would
do any ible good, we are called upon to rent additional bnild-
ings and give ),000 more for clerks, and all for what? Under the
ndgittedFyl defective :dysbem we now have, which it seems cannot be
amended, we are urged to hurry through the great number of claims
on the files that have been presented within the last two years, grow-
ing out of the greed of gain from the arrears-of-pensions bill, so that
an immense amount of money may be made by claim :oyf:;nts, which
they will secure if they can put through fraudulent claims in hot
haste and escape detection, under pretext of doing prompt justice to
honest claimants.

What the Commissioner desires, and what I think every Senator
onght to desire, isa change of the system and a more public and effi-
cient means of determining who are entitled to pensions, then pay
them, and pay them promptly ; but surely we ought to prevent those
who are not entitled to pensions from receiving them.

The Senate has voted down or ruled out of order such a measure,
and seems determined that there shall be no investigation into frands,
Dbut that there shall be as many more clerks and employés who know
nothing about it pushed into the Pension Office, even against the

. will of the Commissioner, so as to expedite the passage of the pend-
ingi{ases, whether frandulent or not.

The Senator from California, the other day, alluding to some re-
marks I had made on another occasion, seemed to think that I had
done injustice in my statement about arrears of pensions. The Com-
missioner of Pensions, after showing the immense stimulant that had
been given to frandulent claims by reason of the passage of the
arrears-of-pensions bill, recapitulates thus:

Amonnt of arrears to old

ners. . 2 h
First pa ts previons to July 1, 1880 -
Arrears T R L, « 182, 000, 847 50
Annual pensions to 125,000 new PensiONers -.c..cceeececcccsmeeeanan 284, 185, 00

e e Ay e S L B

In stating this total I omit any acconnt of the annual pensions to the new pen-
sioners whose claims were on file in the office at the time of the of the ar-
rears acts, but barred from further prosecution by section 4717, ﬁ:viwl Statutes,
which was repealed by thatact. The claims tbem{y revived number twenty thou-
gand or thirty thousand,

Then he shows what it will include.

Third.—

He says:

Third. As to the amount annuall d out upon frandolent pensions and claims:

Under the secret ex parts mm&gﬁ mvogmot obtaining the evidence in sup-
mdd;mhauﬂan?bgen m‘htm%wmﬁMﬂﬂ? l'gami-

Eng, snc. umovemlg or on ﬁwﬁ attem: -
mit the frand, or voluntary on from some neigﬁ)r::n Undag nnltz:h m?nufﬁ-

informati
tions, but & small percentage of the frands are but even nnder
unfavorable circumstances, di the four years ending June 30, 1880, 1,551 pen-
were discovered who were llemllydmwin% ions, and 1,567 claims were
defeated, in which the claimants had already established, prima facie, their right
to a pension. A very small percentage, Eshlynotmsodm 5 per cent. of each

nfthmelmea.havebeen.orwﬂlﬂnﬂt{g: , Testored to the rolls or allowed a pen-
sion, upon refuting the evidence tending to show fraud. The amount saved to
the Government in accrued pension and 1 sions for the future, calculating

the duration of the on at fifteen years only, after dedncting the 5 per cent.
allowed for restoration, &c., was 86,045,089.46. ;

‘While I do not believe it possible to eliminate from the pension-rolls all the
frandulent claims by any manner of means, fiet' considering the whole case, it is
my opinion that not less than 10 cent. of the pensions a pm;»rlsﬁona are paid
out upon frandulent and illegal ¢ which, by the ad of o proper method
for the ration and presentation of th woul

8 evl

o, i iy s g ‘,e dence in support of the cases, da

He su , a8 I understand it, the bill introduced by the Sena-
tor from Virginia; he anud upon Congress the necessity of a public
examination where a physician and an attorney should publicly
examine the applicants and furnish the facts. Cases were reported
to us, indeed I have been told of them, where men draw ions be-
cause their hands are cut off that were taken off long after the war;
cases are reported where men were withont arms who lost them in
disreputable ways outside of the Army and not connected with it are
drawing pensions. widows of soldiers have been married:
for years and are still drawing pensions as widows; in short, where
two liars can be found in the slums of New York or anywhere else
to swear them throngh a pension can be had and the Commissioner
cannot prevent it; pension agents at Washington, who are mak-
ing fortunes out of this business, can get their share of the plunder,
and they are the men, as Senators have stated on this floor, who have-
sent out all the petitions to be signed protesting against any public
examination. And yet the Senate seems determined that it will
allow no sublic investigation ; it will pile up $200,000 mere to employ

clerks and to rent additional buildings, to hurry up all the claims,
and thus them through as rapidly as gomihle, and make it im-
possible to detect frands or investigation. Why,

giving time
sir, look at the list filed in tEa report of the Commissioner.

In the year 1872 there were only 8,857 applications filed for invalid
pensions and 6,755 for widows. fn the year 1880, &fterwehadﬁasaed;
the arrears-of-pensions bill giving each man a thousand do. or
more—the exact sum I do not know—110,673 invalid claims were filed,
seven years after 1572, and it is fair to assume that in 1872 there
would be more men filing claims than in 1880, and from widows there
were 6,427 claims filed in 1573, and in 1880 25,602, stimulated of conrse
to present any claim and to suborn any witness who would puf it
through on ex parte statements without either a public examination
before a competent examiner or before counsel for the United States
to take care of our interests. The present system is where the Com-
missioner says, and says truly, the great evil is. He is asking for no
more help in his office ; he is asking for more efficient means of de-
tecting fraud. Ten per cent. on £510,000,000, which he says will have
to be paid on arrears of pensions alone, is §51,000,000 wrung from the
tax-payers of this country to pay fraudulent claims made out by ex
partestatements, the truth of which no official knows anything about,
and as to which the Commissioner has no power to inquire, and all
the clerks you add will not help him,

That is the way the Senate is now expected to push throngh this
bill. I did not expect to say a word about it, because I am not famil-
iar with all its details; but what we need now is laws and regula-
tions, not to hurry throngh fraudulent claims, not to push throngh
the demands of pension agents who have worked up on ex parte state-
ments the cases to 110,000 that they have filed of inv , and to
25,000 those of widows, that they have worked up in this year, when
the amount of money received is an inducement, as against the 8,000
invalids and the 6,000 widows seven years ago, when there was no
such indncement. If they waited till 1880 to file claims, that fact
alone is suspicions. The object ought not to be to add $200,000 to-
hurry them through before investigation can be had, but to ascertain
some fair, honest, careful way whereby the United States can be pro-
tected against frandulent claims and whereby the honest pensioner
can get every dollar he is entitled to. Those who have waited so
lon ouﬁht to be made to wait till every fact is fully considered.

Y&hat er the law was food or bad, giving arrears of pensions, (I
think it was a bad law,) I am sure it demoralized more soldiers than
it benefited ; it broke up the soldiers’ homes, and much of the money
has gone into the hands of men who speculated on the misfortunes
of the soldiers. But be that as it may, the law allows if, and genu-
ine soldiers ought to have it; but no honest man among them will
object to having a thorough investigation made, whether sioners
are cited to show cause why the pension should not be taken away
or whether they are cited to show cause why the United States shounld
continne to pay them. The nearest neighbors of many of these men—
s0 says the Commissioner of Pensions—would be surprised if they
were ta::l learn that pensions were being paid to people to whom they
are paid.




1881.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE.

1343

It may be that the present Commissioner does not use the machinery
now in his hands as efficiently as he ought. I do not know about
that. He is evidently an industrious, bold, hard-working man. I
sometimes think that instead of being commander-in-chief he is do-
ing all the duty from corporal up ; that he is taking too much on his
own shounlders instead of making other people do it. I would select
some man like General Wright, now at the head of the Engineer
Corps; some man like General Walker, now at the head of the Cen-
sns Bureau; some man who had not only the ability but the will
and the conrage to make every subordinate do his duty, and I would
pay him §10,000 a year to see to it that every man he sent out to de-
tect frands went to the bottom of every suspected case in every con-

ional district. I wounld furnish each agent with a list in every

istrict and every county. I would call in the postmasters and the
revenue officers and officers of the courts everywhere to give an ac-
count of all these people; to tell who married, who died, what chil-
dren were of age, who were fraudulent, who were honest, and I would

d, if necessary, to stop the payment of one million of frandulent
claims $2,000,000 or any amount required to prevent one million from
being stolen. I do not mean to stand upon the amount of money
necessary to have the laws enforced ; what I desire is to stop stealing
and pay salaries sufficient to get the men who can stop it. If Mr.
Bentley, the present Commissioner, cannot there are men who ecan,
and I would pay them well to do it. If necessary detach the Pen-

. sion Office from the Interior Department altogether; make it a sepa-
rate organization ; make its head the master of the situation.

The tor from Illinois, who knows so much about this—much
more than I do—if the bill presented by the Senator from Virginia is
not good, and if that presented by the Senator from Pennsylvania is
not good, can, in my judgment, suggest the means whereby some effi-
cient man whom he can name, if paid salary enough, with a corps of
efficient men, can stop nine-tenths of the corruption going oD NOW,
and I hope the Military Committee or the Pensions Committee, or
some committee that knows how to do it will do it, and do it at once.
All1 say is that the present amendment will do no good ; it will only
facilitate frand.

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Did I understand the Senator to say that
the report of the Commissioner admitted that 10 per cent. of the claims
now paid were fraudulent ?

Mr.BECK. Iwill read in afew linesthelan of Commissioner
Bentley as contained in a communication ad to Mr. Davis,
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, dated January 20,
1881 :

While I do not believe it possible to eliminate from the pension-rolls all the
fcandulent claims by any ofmmn.ufmmnsideringmowholemo.it-h
myopinionmtnot{mthmlo cent. of the pensions appropriations are
gnt &pm ﬁ-su.dulﬁgx sEd illegal o &hich by t.hfn ndopdpﬁlga proper m un‘luh

1 0 a Bl W i
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That is the lan of the Commissioner.

Mr. LOGAN. . President, I supposed this discussion was over
and I do not wish to continue it, but I cannot sit quietly in my seat
and listen to the statements which are made withont glvinﬁ my opin-
ion in reference to them. That same statement that in the opinion
of the Commissioner of Pensions 10 per cent. of the money paid out
was paid out on frandulent claims has been made over and over again
in the Senate Chamber. I said only a few days ago, and I repeat
now, that until the Commissioner of Pensions or somebody else can
give us the dataupon which he formed his judgment about the frands
that are committed on the Pension Office, I must disregard that state-
ment. That was one of the objectionsi made to the statement of
the Commissioner of Pensions a few days ago, that it was only his
opinion. Think of & man throwing out his opinions before the coun-
try in orderto sti tize pensioners as receiving money frandulently!
And the Senator %:?:n Kentucky said whenever you found two liars,
a pension claim could be made out.

. BECK. I did notmean to referto S8enators. I referred to men
assuming to be entitled to pensionswho were not ; and if they wonld
claim gensions when not entitled they wounld get men to swear tolies
to enable them to get pensions,

Mr. LOGAN. The suggestion was that wherever there were two
liars, that is two persons who would swear falsely, a case could be

made out.
Mr. BECK. That is it.
. Does not the Senator from Kentucky know that

Mr. LOGAN
wherever a man claims a pension because his hand is off, becanse he
has lost his arm, or lost a leg in battle, the records in the War Depart-
ment are relied on to show that fact? And will he state it to go to
the country that men can obfain pensions for the loss of legs or arms
in this country by getting two witnesses to swear falsely to the
requisite facts. It is exaetly these statements that I protest against,
because they are not made upon anything that is correct. “’i]l the
Senator from Kentucky state that he knows of any person drawing
a Eenaion to-day on account of the loss of an arm or a hand or a leg
who lost it after the war was over? 1 ask the Senator if he knows
that fact? He said such cases came before the committee. Does he
know the fact that persons are drawing pensions who lost a leg or an
Ml;l;m n{ter the war was over, not in battle but in some disreputable
P

Mr. BECK. Iknow it as well as I know many a thing. I never
saw it; but from the information of men who know all about it and

have given names, I know it. In the city of Lonisville it is common
talk among the policemen that the agents never discover such cases,
and they name the men and where they are. I am not a detective,
nor do I know these facts myself.

Mr. LOGAN. Ifit be trne that there are men drawing pensions
for the loss of an arm or a leg who lost it in a disreputable way after
the war was over, it only sustains what I said, that a new Commis-
sioner with the old law is better than the old Commissioner with a
new law. It only proves that there is a want of capacity to admin-
ister the law as it now exists. I must say to the Senator from Ken-
tucky, not wishing to dispute anything he says, that I do not believe
any such case exists. It may exist, but I should have to have evi-
dence of it before I wounld believe it, becanse I know that a sioner
obtaining a pension for a wound received in battle or in the line of
his duty must have record evidence of that fact. No two false wit-
nesses can obtain a pension for a man; that is entirely a misjudgment
of the law. The law is this: where any fact cannot be proven by
the record in reference to the contraction of the disease, either the
officer of the command in which the soldier served or two of his com-
rades who were nainted with the fact when it occurred must
swear to the fact. at is the law; so that a man cannot get a pen-
sion by obtaining false witnesses in the slums and sloughs of New
York. He must get it by the oaths of his comrades to sustain the
record. Where the record fails it must be on testimony by his offi-
cer or his comrades. The only instance where outsiders testify is
to the disease continning. His neighbors may testify to that; his
family physician may testify to that; but when it comes to the fact
on which the pension is based, it must be on the records of his coun-
try or by the testimony of his comrades. A better examination of
the law Zﬂsaenatom erhaps wounld give them a little more informa-
tion in reference to the question.

Now, sir, a word in reference to the alleged frands. The Commis-
sioner of Pensions shows in his report that he had $40,000 given him
to detect frands, and he says he has only used §26,000 of it. Whose
faunlt is it,then? He has a right to detail one hundred and fifty
special agents, if he chooses all his office, to examine and detect frands,
and the money has been ap‘?ropriatfed for that purpose ; and yet Sen-
ators stand on this floor and denounce poor, unfortunate men as being
frauds or adopting fraudulent practices in obtaining money from the
Government with all the means at hand to detect them and they are
not detected. That only proves what I said before.

As I said, the machinery of this Government as it now exists is
ample. All you want is to put it in force and put a man there who
will organize your department, will separate the claims and the evi-
dence as brought in, and pass upon the cases at once; then take up
those which have been laid over and examine them.

If the Senator from Kentucky were in cha.rﬁ:t the Pension Office,
orif I wereinc of it, my judgment is that when we examined
a case and said to the claimant that he shonld procure further evi-
dence we would not say to him, you must procure evidence on this
one point, but on every point in the case ; we would say to him, you
want evidence on this point, on this second point, on this third point,
on this fourth point, and so let him cover all at once if he could
honestly do so. But when your Commissioner of Pensions calls ai-
tention to one point, and when the pensioner covers that, then he
calls his attention to another point, he covers that, and then he
his attention to another point, he covers that, and then he calls hi
attention to another point, and he covers that, taking from one month
to two months to get the testimony on each point, and in that man-
ner delays the ap&' t.

That is one of the reasons why your law is not executed and your
Eensioners are complaining. It is because of these delays that are

rought about by the officers themselves, and by the men who exam-
ine these cases, by nof stating the whole thing and letting the pem-
sioner have a chance to examine it all and state the entire facts. F -
state what I know about it. I have letters now in my possession
which show that four or five different points in a case have been ex-
amined, one at a time ; when one was made sufficient, then another
would be suggested. No business man would do that ; no man who
wanted to facilitate the examination of these pension claims wounld
do that; but that is exactly the way it is managed, and that is the
reason of your delay and the reason why you complain. Many men
complain merely of the method of the Commissioner of Pensions, who
desires to get up some kind of machinery outside of the present law ;
and that machinery not going fully into operation at once, perha
when the new administration comesin the necessity will arise for the
same machinery with the same engineer to put it in operation. Now,
Iwant no such thing. I want the pensioners to have a fair chance
under the law as it now exists, and if they have that they have no
right to complain, and if your Commissioner will administer it you
Wﬁl have no right to comgz?in, or I. It is because the law is not ad-
ministered as it onght to be administered that complaint arises. I
is not the fault of the law, but the fault of the administration of the

W,
Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, this matter has been discussed at very
t length, and it seems to be understood that the whole discussion
is irrelevant, because cut of order. I shonld like, however, to par-
ticipate for a moment in the discussion so far as to say that the re-
marks of the honorable Senator who has just taken his seat on the
last point covered by those remarks I think do serious injustice to-
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the Pension Office. I have had some little husiness communication
with that office. I know that the course of proof is in the first place
when the afielicntion is filed for the bureau to ecall upon the appli-
cant for evidence in respect of the varions points necessary to be
maintained in order to establich the claim for a pension ; those points
are all amod .and he is called upon for the evidence to sustain
them. that evidence returns to the office it very seldom, on
account of various informalities, is satisfactory proof of the various
points to be established ; and thereupon the office restates, so far as

, what is established ; if one point is proven it is stated ; if
another is not proven the applicant is called on for further evidence
to establish that point; and it is not at all strange that before all
these E:intu are finally examined a large and extended correspond-
ence should take place. -

There is much that might be said of the merits of the bill which
has been ruled out of order and npon which I had, if it were rnled in
order, desired to be heard. I think it wasa good bill, provided it
had been substantially amended in many respects. It was onlya
partial thing as it stood, and wounld, I believe, have operated unfavor-
ably in practice as it then was, and yet it did strike at the real dif-
ficulty in the Pension Office, which is not the lack of testimony—
Heaven knows there isenough there now. The difficulty is they have
too much testimony, and they are not able to believe it; they have
more than they want, such as it is, and the effort of the bureau isto
devise some way in which they can obtain reliable testimony bearing
on the cases which are there pending. That cannot be done here by
an accumulation of a ﬁ'reater amount of precisely thesame testimony,
sabject to precisely the same objections as that which they slmalfy
have; and this testimony, taken with such formality and subject to
80 many reasons of suspicion in so many cases as experience has dem-
-onstrated, has produced all throngh that office a chronic state of sus-
%cli’on s0 that no man goes into that office with a fair chance. Ihave

wn instances in my little connection with that office where a case
being proved overwhelmingly, it seemed to be rejected for the very
reason that there was sufficient proof, and the next case would be
rejected for the veryreason that there was none, and so the apt[;licant
is between the devil and the deep sea. If he proves his case they re-
Jject it because they say it is not possible to get so full and complete
evidence to establish the case as the man has here; it is almost un-
known in practice ; there is too much of it ; it is too good a case,and
they are suspicious of it for that very reason, or at least they seem to
be. On the other hand, if a man is only able tr(;faroduce a part of the
testimony, and that may be very honest and reliable testimony, the
case is rejected on that account. So it goes.

Here I feel bound to say that I believe the Commissioner of Pen-
sions is a true, honest, and capablegentleman, and that he has devoted
himself to the discharge of the duties of that imporfant and difficnlt
office with an assiduity and with an ability worthy of all praise, and
it will be a fortunate administration that is able to appoint as able
a successor as he is himself. But let that pass.

The Pension Office is, in my belief, to-day unfit to consider evidence.
It is simply an organized suspicion, and if I had control of that office
I would abolish very lar%oly its personnel, and I would put in there
men who were capable of understanding and weighing evidence, and
who were eapable of coming to a conviction after they had perused
it and examined it, which seems to be the diffienlty with the men now
there. But there theyare; thereis the Pension Office with three hun-
dred and fifty ¢r four hundred men who are engaged in the practical
administration of the pension law, and there they are likely to be.
‘Wearenot going to abolishit. We havejnst takenaction which practi-
cally precludes Con fromdoing anything at the present session to
remedy the great evils underwhichthe applicants for pensionsare now
suffering. 1 see nothing that we are likely to do excepting to add to
the evil, thouﬁh a little good does come from it, by appropriating the
£200,000 which the Senator from Kansas proposes to give. I thinkit
had better be given. It will be largely wasted ; it will develop to a
still greater extent existing evils; but at the same time it will result
in the allowanceof a few claims. The evil has become so outrageous,
80 wicked, the wrong and oppression which this great nation is exer-
cising npon those who have shed their blood in its defense and to
whose sacrifices it owes its present existence are so great, that I will
seize any opportunity of affording even the slightest relief. The only
thing we are likely to do at the presentsession is simply to give a lit-
tle more money, to be practically wasted, as very much of that has
been which has been given in the past.

Therefore I support this amendment. It will do some good. It is
half enough to into practical operatien the bill proposed by the
Committee on Pensions, for I believe it wonld pay two hundred of the
Pmpoae(l examiners, and pretty much all these cases are within the

imits of two hundred congressional districts of the country. But
however that may be, it is too late. The money had better be given
to add to the efficiency of the burean for the present session, and I
do hope that by some future Congress the evil may be taken hold of
in a statesma way, and that some means may be devised to ob-
tain something which will command the conviction of the human
mind, which will secure to the claimant an honest and an impartial
tribunal. I think the very bill which has been rejected might have
been amended by a word in a way to do away with one great evil
that exists. Suppose the pension examiners, which it was proposed
to appoint, had been made judges of the fact as well as simply com-

missioners to take the testimony. The bill contemplated that they
should be men trained in the law ; men accustomed to the considera-
tion of evidence; who conld weigh it, who could consider it, draw
conclusions from it; men like masters in chancery, commissioners to
pass upon questions of fact. If inaddition tothe function of taking
evidence theses men had been charged with the duty of passing an
opinion upon the foree of that evidence, and should be required to
make their report to the Department at Washington with their find-
ings of the facts, and that finding should have been made prima facie
evidence on which a pension should be ted—had that been done
this difficulty would have been almost entirely obviated, and the idea
of my honorable friend from Pennsylvania, of a court, would have
been met. We should have had the advantage of a man living in
the locality, acquainted with the people throughont the district, able
to judge whether it was [l)f:babla those who appeared before him told
the trath, and he would have the t advantage of personal ins
tion of the witnesses who testified, and he would be able more than
any other man, however capable that other might be, to render an
honest and correct decision upon the evidence before him ; and that
would have relieved the Department at Washington.

What are they doing at the Pension Office? Undertaking with
testimony which they do not believe in, to be sure, but theoretically
nndertaking to pass upon these questions of fact upon the evidence
before them. That is what they are undertaking to do; thatis their
business. If this were devolved upon an examiner living in the
locality of the pensioner, it would not require to be done here, and
the force in the Pension Office could be very largely discharged; it
could be lessened by at least the number of examiners to be appointed
throughout the country, so that the expense being reduced {:ere the
total expense of the administration of the pension laws would be
very slightly, if at all, increased. A few other modifications might
have been made in that bill, which would in effect have removed
every objection which has been urged against it.

I pay but very little attention to these allegations of fraud, I sym-
pathize with the views of the honorable Senator from Illinois in that
tegard. There are some frauds, to be sure; but the administration
of law generally throughout the country, in my belief, is attended
with very much greater frauds than are committed in the Pension
Office to-day. There may be some. I am willing that the country
should bleed a little in that direction rather than that the honest
claims of so vast a namber of pensioners should go unheard and un-
satisfied. There are substantially 300,000 of these claims now pend-
ing; they are coming at ihe rate of from eighteen to twenty thousand
a year; they are coming in dn the Pension Office faster than they are
being éinpmed of. There are nearly two thousand of these claimsin
tla’:er_vt liiﬁt.-rict of the United States which has any considerable num-

r at all.

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to call the attention of the Senate to the
statement so often made that there are 300,000 pension claims now
pending, and I have been on one or two occasious compelled to cor-
rect it, The report shows 300,000, but that inecludes all the claims
that were rejected. There are over 80,000 claims rejected. There
are but little over 200,000 claims pending now and not examined.

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator, however, is aware of the fact that not
one of those rejected claims is finally dmdposnd of; every one of them
is liable to be ealled up at any time, and when one of those cases is
called up it necessarily requires a lengthy investigation, and absorbs
very much more time than an ordinary claim.

r. LOGAN. I merely wish to get the fact to the country that of
the 300,000 elaims said to be now pending and waiting examination
over 80,000 have been examined and rejected. That is the fact.

Mr. BLAIR, Yes, they have been rejected, and universally almost
to the dissatisfaction of the applicant ; and as long as he lives, believ-
ing in his claim, he will try to make an effort to have it allowed. I
do not think the Commissioner of Pensions can be charged with an
effort to mislead the econntry in stating the number as he does at
280,000 and coming in continually at the rate of from 1.800 to 2,000
per month. I think that isthe truth inre to it, and I think that
under the existing law or the administration of the law we shall not
gain on the pension applications for five or ten years to come; the
applications will gain on us, and some method will have to be de-
vised in order that they may be disposed of.

Now permit me to say a word in regard to the justice of that bill
pmﬁﬁil;ﬁ for the payment of arrears of pensions to those whose names
are already on the roll. I believe that bill was one of the most just
and honorable bills ever enacted by Congress. 'What was the nature
of it? We took the pensioner whose name was upon the roll, who it
ma‘{ be after years of effort had been able to establish the honest
and justice of his claim; we had passed upon it; we had rend
judgment upon it; and the Government was estopped to say that it
was paying that ]i)ension frandulently or wrongfally. Othermen had
applied seasonably and they had drawn pensions from the date of
dl:;aasa or of disability or of the death of the person on whose ac-
count the pension was paid; their pensions were from the date of
disch of disability, or of death all the way down. The Govern-
ment o; the United States, when it provided for the t of ar-
rears to those who made their aptplicationu much later in life, simply
g::: them not the ation of the installments as they would have

paid, but mnéy installments themselves, and the United
States gained more by the delay of the applicants, considerably more
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in very many instances by the use of these installments in the nature
of reserved interest, than the pensioner himself received. So it does
not lie in the mouth of the United States to say that the pensioner
was at fanlt for having delayed his at;l:pljcation or that by reason of
his having failed to file his claim it shonld be considered as less mer-
itorious or less just. It is not the case where when a man’s claim has
not been established and proved when presented he is allowed sub-
sequently to be paid back to the beginning., By no manner of means,
but we the man who has fought his way throngh to the allow-
ginning, and the gain is wholly
on the side of the country by virtue of this delay. -

But, sir, I am aware, as I said in the beginning, that this is all out
of order ; still, as much is being said in the way of suggestion with
reference to the ible framing of some bill which may be a rem-
edy for this evil in the future, I felt at liberty to make these,as I
should like if time ‘Pe mitted to make other snggestions.

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I have taken no part in the dis-
cussion of this question, and do not think it proper to occupy the
time of the Senate with any views in regard to it affer the matter
has been so thoronghly debated as it has been; but I cannot saffer
the pending amendment to become incorporated in this bill without
at least expressing my opposition to it.

This is tEe first instance in the history of the country, sofarasI
know, where there has been any disposition on the part of the Sen-
ate or of either House of Con s to force on any Department of this
Government or any bareau of this Government assistance in the way
of additional clerks or examiners, that has not been requested or
the necessity for which has not in some way been suggested by the
Department or borean itself.

he Government has various heads of Departments and heads of
bureans who have charge of the matters pertaining to their own par-
ticular stations, and in the past history of the country there hasnot
been too much hesitation on the part of any of these heads of De-
partments or heads of bureaus in making known fo Congress 4t any
time when they needed additional clerks or additional force of any
character. .

It is to be presumed that if additional force in the way of clerks
or examiners was necessary in the Pension Burean, the officer who
has been referred to frequently in this debate, commended by some
and censured by others, wonld have come to Congress and made
known to them the wants of the bureau over which he presides. Bat
an anomaly has occurred in the history of the legislation of the coun-
try. Inthe Senate of the United States the grave proposition is made
to add clerks and employés to one of the Departments of this Gov-
ernment, at a cost of §200,000 annually, for which they have not asked
and perhaps for which they will not thank you.

I rose simply to emphasize this anomaly in the history of our legis-
lation. It is gravely proposed in the Senate of the United States,
without even consulting the Commissioner of Pensions, to thrust upon
him, not knowing that he has a single desk at which he can placean
employé, an examiner, or a clerk, $200,000 more for assistance to en-
able him to perform the duties of the office. We ought to hesitate,
even if it was desired by the Commissioner of Pensions; we ought
to examine into the necessity of it,to see whether he counld utilize
such a force properly, whether the expenditure would be a proper
expenditure or not ; but instead of doing that we come here without
his_leave or license and compel him to acecept the services of clerks
and examiners that will cost $200,000.

This muech I desired to say upon the particular amendment now
pending before the Senate. In reference to the general question of
irands on the peunsion-roll, that is a matter of which I have no per-
sonal knowledge and therefore of which I cannot speak from any
knowledge of my own; but I had the honor when I first came into
the Senate, nearly ten years ago, of being placed upon the Committee
on Pensions, and I served upon that committee, [ think faithfally, for
two years. I know that at that time,in 1572 and 1873, it was alleged
that the then Commissioner of Pensions—whether he did make that
allegation or not I do not know—estimated that the frauds upon the
pension fund amounted to nearly 20 per cent. I do not know that
these frauds exist, neither do I know that the then Commissioner of
Pensiopa so averred, but I believe that every Commissioner of Pen-
sions from that time to this, so far as I have heard, has expressed his
opinion that there were frands committed on the pension fund and
that there were pensioners now on the pension-rolls drawing pensions
whohad no right tobe thera. A late Secretaryof the Interior, I believe,
stated on the floor of g¢he Senate that his experience connected with
the Interior Department had satisfied him that gross frauds had been
committed npon the ;l)cnsion fund and that many persons were placed
upon the pension roll who were not entitled to be there.

Now, it 1s not surprising that this should be the case. The Senator
{rom lilinois a few moments ago said that Senators ought not to make
such allegations without any data. I suppose he meant without as-
signing any reasons for the opinion entertained. We all know who
have served on the Pensions Committee, as the Senator from Illinois
has, how claims are established before the committees of Congress
and how they are established also before the Commissioner of Pen-
sions. Many facts are proved by the ex parte statements of individu-
als subject to no cross-examination ; and every man who has practiced
law to any extent knows that many a time parties would ecome into
courtand testify so as to make out their own case did they not know
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that they would be cross-examined on the very facts necessary to es-
tablich their case. Yet on these facts established by ex parfe testimony
there is no cross-examination. If the witness is a man of character,
this may not be so important; but if he is not a man of character, if
he is regardless of the oath he has taken, there is no certainty that
the utﬁt%xvit which he makes is verity itself.

I believe that one of the greatest duties devolving on Congress af
the present time is to devise some mode by which nof only the pend-
ing claims can be examined but by which the entire pension roll can
undergo a thorough investigation. Many of the men who are now
drawing pensions have been placed upon the roll on afiidavits that
were deemed conclusive, but which on a revision of the whole sub-
ject m:ﬁ be proved nof to have been correct.

I shall cheerfually vote for any proper bill that looks to the thorough
revision of the pension rell. I would deprive no man entitled nnder
the laws of t.halieand to a pension, of that which has been awarded
him ; nor can any man who is on the pension roll rightfully, whose
claim is a valid one, object to the examination of his case, as well as
of every other man's case, in order to purge the pension roll of any
fraud that exists, and it would be a public service performed to the
honest Tnﬂion&r himself, and it might protect the Government
againstthis great andenormous fraud which has beenalleged to exist,
amounting, as the Senator from Kentucky, under the statements of
the Commissioner of Pensions, said, to10 per cent., and amounting in
the arrears of pensions alone to more than §50,000,000, if that state-
ment is correct. As to its correctness I cannot say. But when men
charged with the performance of the duties of Pensions Commissioner
report to Congress that such is the fact, I ask, does it not become an
imperative duty of every Senator to give the subject that examina-
tion which will enable him to ascertain the truth or falsity of the
statements made by the Commissioner of Pensions himself ?

Now, in reference to the arrears-of-pensions act, I have heard that
act lauded to the skies. I have no censure against the gentlemen
who voted for the act, but I regard the vote which I gave on that
subject in opposition to the law which gave arrears of pensions as one
of the best votes I have given in my ten years’ service in this body.
The soldiers themselves were not c'!amcmng for arrears of pension.
The whole scheme was worked up by the pension agant.s. They were
the men who got up the cry of arrears of pension. The pensioners as
a general rule were satisfied with the bounty of the Government, but
the men who were making money as pension agents tried to create a
cry thronghount the country in favor of that bill. I think it was a
very unfortunate act. Doubtless it has R“ money into the hands of
many men, but it was a gratuity, not a debt, as has been asserted in
this debate. The pensioner was already receiving all that the Gov-
ernment promised him, all that he was entitled to under the exiat‘i::ﬁ
law; butinour maﬁnanimit,y, inspired by patriotism perhaps—I s
not attribute any ofher motive to the act—we in our magnanimity con-
ferred a gratuity upon men who were already receiving all that the
were entitled to under the laws of the country, a gratuity whicg
amounts, according to statements that are made, to not less than
$500,000,000. I recorded my vote against that bill, and I am proud
that it is npon record. In my place in the Senate I gave my vote
against it.

I did not intend, Mr. President, to occufy this much time in the
discnssion of the subject. I know how fatile it is to op any
measure which seeks to promote, directly or indirectly, the interests
of men claiming the bounty of the Government as soldiers; but I
simply desired to enter my protest against the pending amendment
which proposes to place employés in the shape of clerks and exam-
iners in the Pension Office for which neither the Commissioner of
Pensions nor any other officer of the Government has ever made a

uest.
m%lr. JONES, of Florida. Have we not heard statements that there
are at least two hundred thonsand cases pending there undisposed of ¥
Does not the accumulation, in point of fact, of this large number of
applications sufficiently indicate to Congress the necessity for an
BESitiunnl force {

Mr. SAULSBURY. The report of the Commissioner of Pensions
discloses the fact that our action in granting arrears of pensions has
multiplied fivefold, I believe, the applications for pensions in the
last twelve months; but it discloses this further fact that, with the
force at his command now, he has examined some 20,000 claims more
than any other Commissioner has examined in the same length of
time. He has examined, I believe, 55,000 or 56,000 claims in the last
year, some 20,000 more than ever were examined in twelve months
by any Commissioner but him. So while his report does disclose the
fact that there is a great accumulation, it gives us the canse of that
accumulation, the arrears-of-pensions act which has cansed every man
who conld possibly conceive that he had a right to the vast sum of
money given to the soldier, to make application; but while he has
disclosed that fact, he has also disclosed that there has been an as-
siduity on the part of the Pension Office that is praiseworthy, becausa
he shows the fact that he has examined a much larger number of
claims than were ever examined before in the same periodl of time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment
of the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. PLoMB. ]

Mr. TELLER called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered.

Mr. BOOTH. Mr. President, I only desire to say one word. I
should have preferred that there could have been some substantial
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amendment to the method of administration in the Pensiod Office,
but that has been decided to be out of order. Ishould greatly have
preferred that this amendment should be made to the le, tive, ex-
ecutive, and judicial bill where it conld have been considered by the
committee under advice from the department, but the Senate has
decided that the amendment is in order upon this bill, and believing
that some legislation is necessary in order to expedite the business of
the office, I am constrained to vote for the amendment.

Mr. BAILEY. I ask that the amendment be read.

The CHIEF CLERK At the end of line 17 it is proposed to insert :

To provide fifty additional examiners and for rent for additional rooms or build-
ings therefor for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for the Pension

D e e e
:;&my available,

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WINDOM, (when his name was called.) I am paired with the
Senator from West Virgina, [ Mr. Davm.‘_! If he were present I should
vote “yea.” I presume he wonld vote * nay,” and therefore I with-
hold my vote.

The roll-call was then concluded; and the resulf was announced—
yeas 39, nays 21; as follows:

tively, neces-
,000, to be im-

YEAS—39.
Allison, Dawes, Kernan, Ransom,
ﬂdwﬂn{' : st mwd' Saund;
Groome, ers,
Blair, pton, McDonald, Slater,
w, Hill of Colorado, %:%lglhn, r%‘i:llll’.u’,
oar, erson,
Bnr::lﬂa, Ingalls, Ves
Call, Jones of Florida, Paddock, Voo
Cameron of Wis, Jonesof Nevada, Platt, ‘Williams.
Conkling, Kellogg, Plumb,
NAYS-2L
Bailey, Farley, Lamar, Walker,
Garland, Alaxey, Wh
Batler, Harris, M i Withers
Coc Hereford, Pagh,
Coke, Johnston, Ssulsbury.
Eaton, Jonas, Vance,
ABSENT—16
Bayard, Carpenter, Grover, Randolph,
Beck, Davis of Illinois, Hamlin, Shn:nm?
Blaine Davis of W. Va.,, Hill of Georgia, Wallace,
Cameron of Pa., Edmunds, Pendleton, ‘Windom.

8o the amendmwent was agreed fo.

Mr. PLUMB. I movetoamend by adding as an additional section
to the bill:

The provisions of section 2 of chapter 187, third session I‘ort.i‘ﬂfth Congress,

proved March 3, 1879, be, and is hereby, so amended as to extend the limitations

stated to the 1st day of July, 18:3.

'Il‘.lée proviso of the section referred to in this amendment is in these
words :

Provided, The ap?li tion for such pension has been or is hereafter filed with
the C. isai of P rior to the 1st day July, 1880, otherwise the pen-
sion shall commence from the (ll:&o of filing the application.

The effect of my amendment is to extend the right. of filing claims,
%0 as to carry with them a until the 1sf of July, 1883,

Mr. BOOTH. Upon that amendment I raise the question of order.
1t is legislation upon a general a.x’yrpmpﬁat.ion bill.

The PRESIDING OFFIGER. The Senator from Kansas offers the
amendment which has been read. The Senator from California raises
the question of order whether it is in order, being general legislation
upon an appropriation bill. That question the Chair will submit to
the %na}-&. Is the amendment offered by the Senator from Kansas
in order

Mr. CONKLING. May I ask the Chair to canse to be read the pro-
vision in the bill, to which this is an amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This is a new section. -

Mr. CONELING. But what is the subject-matter of the bill to
rﬁhi%'?l lt!’m amendment is supposed to relate? What does it follow in

e bi

The CHier CreEmrk. The second section of the bill is in these
words :

All sions Pﬁﬂh or to be paid under this act, to pensioners who are inmates
of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers shail be paid to the treas-
urer or treasurers of said home, to be disbursed for the benefit of the pensi 3
under regulations to be established by the gers of the home ; said payment to
be made by the pension agent u a certificate of the proper officer of the home
that the pensioner is an inmate thereof and is still living. Any balanceof the pen-
sion which may remain at the date of the pensioner’s shall be paid over
to him; and in case of his death at the home, the same shall be paid to the widow
or minor children under sixteen years of age, if any there be: i ‘hatnoth-
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent an absolute assignment of his
pension by a ‘imwionsr having neither wife, child, nor parent dependent upon him,
as now provided by law.

It is proposed to add :

3. The provisions of section 2 of chapter 187, third session Forty-fifth Con-
e s

BEC.
;ran. March 3, 1879, be and is hereb; to extend the lim-
tations stated to the st day of July, 1 i i

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is this amendment inorder? Those
Senators who believe it is will say “ay;” those opg.vaed will say
“no,” [ putting the question.] The noes haveit,and the amendment
is decided not to be in order.

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended.

Mr. INGALLS. Iwish to reserve for a separate vote in the Senate
the amendment that I offered striking out the provision relative to
the payment of Indian pensioners in llments, and also the vote
by which section 2 of the amendments offered by the Committes on
A%P riatirns was agreed to in Committee of the Whole,

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas reserves
the amendments indicated.

Mr. BECE. T ask for a separate vote on the amendment of the
Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLuMB] giving §200,000 for clerks nof
desired by the Department.

Mr, ALLISON. Is that the language of the amendment ?

Mr. BECK. I want a vote on that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amendment will be reserved.
How will the Senate act on the amendments made as in Committee
of the Whole 7

Mr. HARRIS. Let us vote on all except those reserved.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All the amendments not excepted
or reserved will be submitted to the Senate in gross. Will the Sen-
ate agree to the amendments which have been adopted asin Com-
mi&:«; of the Whole, and which have not been reserved for separate
Vo

The %nestion being put, it was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question will now be npon the
amendments reserved by the Senator from Kansas, [ Mr. INGALLS. ]

Mr. INGALLS. My object in reserving section 2 and asking for a
separate vote on that was for the purpose of calling attention to the
proviso, which is in the following language :

3 gmvdcd. T‘l}atf?hthiag hurdh; contained "hnflvﬁ” w;sm to prevent an ih-i
T nm&g'nmen o penslnn a pmsionu‘ pil
dependent nupon him, as now provided by law. % B, ShIL mow pien

The fact is that snch an assignmentis not “now provided by law.”
It has always been regarded with special disfavor by law as opening
the broadest possible of all avenues to the perpetration of fmu%e:lpon
the Pension Department. I therefore move to strike out from the
second section of the bill as to in Committee of the Whole the
progi.ao contained in lines 13, 14, 15, and 16 in the words that I have
rea

Mr. BOOTH. I hope the motion will be adopted. On an exami-
nation of the law such as I have been able to make since the bill was
reported I can find no such provision of law, and I think there is_no
necessity for thelanguage. Itleavesa doubton a point which onght
to be clear.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the
Senator from Kansas to amend the amendment made as in Committee
of the Whole.

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The amendment, as amended, was concurred in.

Mr. INGALLS. The Senate, in Committee of the Whole, by a vote
of 25 to 25, declined to to an amendment I offered to strike out
the following words in lines 24, 25, and 26:

And accrued on due the Indian pensioners shall, in the discretion of the
Commissioner of Pensions, be paid in installments.

I stated before the committee that in the Indian country, amon,
the civilized Indian nations, a brigade of three regiments was rslsetg,
officered by men of their own blood, that rendered distinguished serv-
ices to the Union caunse throughout the war under a Union general.
These men fought for the cmmtrgéethay were wounded in its defense
and have h%dua rocess of law been declared to be entitled to pen-
sions. We have for several days been engaged in disecussing how we
shall make the Indians self-supporting and how we shall endue them
with the rights of manhood. I submit again to the Senate that if
we persist in treating civilized Indians as children, as non compos
mentis and in putting them under guardianship, we shall certainly
make no pro, in the direction that has been indicated as desire-
able heretofore under the bills that have been pending.

I submit again to the sense of justice of the Senate, l%r which every
place has been declared to be a temple and every season summer,
whether this restriction shall not be removed, and whether vhese men
having shown themselves to be entitled to pension shall not receive
it like every other dependent upon the bounty of the Government.
I ask again for a vote upon this amendment, and I ask the Senate to
concar with me in saying that these men who have been declared to
be entitled to pension shall receive their pension and not be placed
under the guardianship of the Secretary of the Interior or the Com-
missioner of Pensions and have the sum awarded to them dealt ouf
in driblets as he may see fit in his discretion to dispose of it to them-

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kansas moves fo
strike out the sentence beginning in line 24 and ending with line 26.
The question is on this amendment of the Senator from Kansas.

The amendment was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
be read.

The Cmuer CLERK. In line 17, after the word “ dollars,” the Com-
mittee of the Whole inserted :

To provide fifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional rooms in baild-
ings therefor, fw,tho Office, and the number of clerks for the Pensiom

Oiﬁ.ee and Adjutant-General’s and 8 -General's Offices, 'y DO0os-
sary to Nnde&'laﬁwtiw the work of a&?:::mmmtth of m't;lgeimmo-
M’ available.

Mr, WITHERS. I wish to say one word, though I had determined

The next reserved amendment will
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not to say anything more. It is evident that the views of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations bave no weight with the Senate whatever,
and the opinion of an individual member of the Senate is made to out-
weigh the opinion and recommendation of the head of a Department
and of the Commissioner of Pensions. Iwould merely call attention to
the very anomalous procedure, as I conceive it to be, when a single
Senator, on his own jll);adgment of what is necessary and right, getsup
in the Senate and moves to increase the clerical force in one of the
Departments to an indefinite amount, fifty examiners with a large
force of clerks in that Department, such force not being specified, when
we had the assurance of the Commissioner of Pensions and the Secre-
tary of the Interior that the increase of the clerical force made in that
office a year ago was as much as could be utilized, and that no addi-
tional increase of force could add anything to the promptitude with
which pension claims could be considered and determined.

1 wanted to call attention also to the fact that the Iegialat:vp, exec-
utive, and judicial appropriation bill is the one upon which uniformly
it has been the practice of the Senate to ingraft such amendments as
the one now presented for consideration, when in the judgment of the
Senate they were necessary. They have never been put on the pen-
sion bill proper, nor the other regular appropriation bills; but the
legislative, executive, and judieial bill is so capacious as to provide
for any regulations that may be required with regard to the clerical
force of the varions Departments, and I can conceive of no just or
good reasons why this shonld be made an exception and attached to
this bill without giving an opportunity to those who have eontrol of
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill to ascertain
the facts in the case and determine if in their judgment the increase
is likely to be effective; because if it be not, and my information is
that it will not be, it will simply be an addition of $200,000 or $300,000
for the expense of two or three or four hundred additional clerks,
without any probability that we shall have any more pension cases
determined than if the present force is allowed to remain as it is.
There is ample time before the passage of the legislative bill to ascer-
tain these facts. If it shall be established here that it will increase
at all the efficiency of that department or facilitate the decision of
pension cases, I will go as far as the farthest, as I have done in the

st, in voting whatever increase may be necessary to secure the
?: est possible clerical force which will secure the prompt decision
“13: adjodication of the vast arrears of eases now pending.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on concurring in the
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. BURNSIDE., I rise to obtain some information in regard to
this amendment which appropriates §200,000. As I understand it,
the money is to be expended by different Secretaries, by different
Departments. I do not seeexactly how itis going to be divided. Part
goes to the War Department and part to the Interior. Who is to be
the umpire in the matter? I may be ignorant on that subject, but I
do not see myself how it ean be divided. I should be glad to have
the amendment read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read.

The Chief Clerk read the amendment.

Mr. BURNSIDE. I submit that that is rather a crude amendment.
In its present form I think it will breed difficalty. I voted for it
becanse 1 thought some good might arise from it; but I do not see
on farther reflection that the amendment in its present shape is likely
to prove beneficial. I think the moverof the amendment had better
put it in some other shape, so that there will be no difficulty in the
expenditure of the money.

r. PLUMB. In the first place I have great confidence that if we
vote money for clerks there will be some way found for its expend-

itore.

Mr. BURNSIDE. If this money can be expended honestly and in
accordance with law, let it be done; but the amendment shounld be
put in proper shape.

Mr. PLUMB. f;the suggestion of the SBenator from Virginia [ Mr.
WiTHERS] is of any weight, then of course there will not be any of
this money spent, hecause he says the Commissioner is well satisfied
that no additional force is ne . 1f so, of course he will not
spend the money, for it is utterly useless.

Mr. WITHERS. No, he wounld be certain to employ clerks if di-
rected by act of Congress to do so.

Mr. PLUMB. Iam not going to stand by the language of this
amendment as one of those things which are as perfect as they can
be made; but it seems to me on reflection to answer the purpose which
is designed. It provides for fifty examiners. Fifty examiners require
in order to make their labor effective certain other clerks to examine
the records of the Surgeon-General’s Office and the Adjutant-Gen-
eral’s Office, and certain other clerks to manipnlate the papers for
their examination in the Pension Burean. Thatisone of those things
which I take it are not legislative questions; but it isan administra-
tive question; it is a question which can be determined by the action
of the Pension Burean according to its experience from time to time,
Circumstances existing to-day might require more of one class and
less of another, and to-morrow they mi cLh requirs just the opposite.
Bo I do not think there is anything in way of the effective carry-
ing ont of this amendment.

Mr. WALLACE. One branch of service here provided for isunder
the War Department, and the other nnder the Interior Department.

Mr. PLUMB. That is the way the appropriation has been made.

When we provided for carrying out the arrears-of-pensions act we
made in one bill provision for force in all three of thesedepartments,
in the Surgeon-General’s Office, in the Adjutant-GeneraVs Offiee, and
in the Pension Bureau. £

Mr. WITHERS. I would ask the Senator if any sueh provision has
ever been incorporated in any pension bill? :

Mr. PLUMB, Not in the same verbiage, but we did providein one
bill for the force in all these bureaus.

Mr. BURNSIDE. The same bill shounld not Erovide for the 1-
iture of the money by two Departments. I think it onght te be di-
vided in some way. There should be some %vor:vision an nsz the
Secretary of War to draw on the Treasury a certain part of the
money, and the Secretary of the Interior to draw for another pre-

rtion.
poMr. PLUMB. That is one of those things which can be adjusted in
practice according to the needs of the service. More t be re-
quired in one Department and less in another. Thatis a thing whiech
can be very well determined by the Pension Burean by reasom of its
experience, There is no difficulty, as I conceive, in the way of carry-
ing it ont. %

% word or two about the objection of the SBenmator from Virginia.
He alleges that this will not result in the transaction of any mere
business. Is it conceivable that there is any machine so lm in
this Government that yon cannot increase its efficieney b, ng
new force?! The only foundation I have ever heard for an allegation
of that kind as applied to the operations of the Pension Bureau is
that there are only a certain number of rolls of l‘aﬁlm of eompa-
nies, and batteries, and headquarters, and so on, in which the men
who are claiming pensions served, which can be the subject of exami-
nation in order to get the record data in regard to the service. But
if the men who do this duty enter upon its discharge with the zeal
they ought, they would find a great many ways of overcoming that
difficulty.

As thg Senator from Colorado well knows, out in his country a man
who is capable of running a little mine employing ten men knows
the great economy of time in running what are called two shifts;
that is to say, two Fmgs of men succeeding each other, one eom-
mencing at seven o’clock in the morning and continuing until five
in the afternoon, and the other commencing at five and continning
until three the next morning. Bat the ten-hoursystem does not pre-
vail in the Departments of this Government; it is a six-hour system
I think, and scant at that. I do not mean to say that those who do
this work ecould labor the whole twentiy-four hours of the day; Ide
say, however, that if there is a determination on the part of those
who administer the pension laws to transact the business more rap-
idl{, it will be very easy, so far as the force in the Adjntant Gen-
eral’s Office and the Surgeon-General’s Office is concerned, to put on
a relay of clerks at seven o’clock in the mogning who shall work eight
or ten hours, as the case may be, to be succeeded by another foxee of
clerks who shall take up the labor where the first left it off and eon-
tinue it doring the evening.

Mr. EATON. That is poetry.

Mr. PLUMB. The Senator from Connecticut suggests that this is
poetry. I do not know but that this is getting out of the realm of
poetry. This will be a tragedy of large proportions if something is
not done pretty soon. I think that the determination of Congress, if
it shall be expressed in the shape of this amendment or of any other,
whereby additional service will be employed, will so operate en the
Commissioner of Pensions and npon s]P the branches of that serviee
as that these men will feel themselves called npon to give effeet, not
only to this law, but to stimulate in every way the operations neees-
sary to determine the cases which have been so long pending.

1 believe it is entirely competent for clerks to commenee work at
seven or eight in the morning and continue until a proper period in
the afternoon and be sncceeded by other clerks to take up the exam-
ination of these records. Itis not an abstruse question, it is not a
technical employment, it is one of those things which ean be carried
on by any person who can read. The question as to whether the name
of a certain man was borne on the roll of a certain company or regi-
ment, when he was mustered into the service, when his term expired,
whether during that time he was reported to bein hospital, whether
during any portion of that time he was reported as a deserter, and
all the essential facts of the service, may be determined by any one
who can read ordinary handwriting, and who with ordinary -
writing can put upon paper the result of that observation. Theve wilk
be ways, plenty of ways that a willing Commissioner—no doubt we
have such a one—will find to effectively spend this money. Asmy
colleague showed to the Senate to-day in the report of the Commis-
sioner there is a demand for more clerks, and I think if the Commis-
sioner had not made up his mind that the Senate would adopt his
view in regard to a system of courts which would supersede the pres-
ent system, he would have been here asking for more clerks; but his
whole effort, or a large part of it, has been directed to the oﬁtalning
of legislation he thonght better adapted to the allowanee of pensions
than the present one and I think measurably to the neglect of the
machinery necessary to effectively carry ont what he now has.

Mr, BECK. Will the Secretary be kind enough to read the tifle of
the bill now under consideration 7

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be reported.

The Cuier CrLErk. A bill (H. R. No. 65632) making appropriations.
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for the Enyment of invalid and other pensions of the United States
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852,

Mr. BECK. That isthe objectof the bill. The proposition now is to
provide all the machinery not only necessary tocarry that out, butalso
to supply the Adjutant-General’s Office and the Surgeon-General’s
Office, and other branches of the War Department with additional
machinery, and that the Senate has declared to be in order and a

roper thing on this bill. So then, instead of being a bill to provide

er pensions for the year ending June 30, 1882, it is to be converted
inte a bill to provide for all the machinery necessary for running two
branches of the War De ent, the Sorgeon-General’s Office and
the Adjutant-General’s Office, and all the matters that pertain to the
general legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill. Itis
the motion of an individual SBenator withount the recommendation of
the head of a Department or any man in official authority.

Bir. JONES, of Florida. I think the rules of the Senate are very
clear on that guestion.

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Florida must never forget that when
a pension bill is up no rule prevails except to give all we can, for fear
some soldier will go to the polls and vote against our party. That is
the enly rule. No Senator, or hardly any, dares to vote what is the
truth and whas is his own conviction of the truth, for fear that result
will £ollow.

What [ want to say is that if the heads of Departments and the
Committee on Appropriations are not to be allowed to consider what
is necessary as to the clerical force in the Surgeon-General’s Office,
in the Adjutant-General's Office, and in the Pension Office, and if
omﬂ:in%:hat any individual Senator sees fit to ask for is, out of
order, to be put upon this bill, then you had better vote to dismiss
your Committee on Appropriations, and say you have no longer any
use for them.

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I vobed for this amendment a few
moments ago in Committee of the Whole, but I desire to submit now
to the Senator from Kansas, on more careful examination of the
amendment; whether or not it will effectnate what he desires. It
provides first for fifty examiners. Now, I can find no snch title in
any of the appropriation bills for clerks in the Pension Office. There
are examiners there, I know, but they are designated I suppose by
the Becretary of the Interior or the Commissionér of Pensions.

Mr. INGALLS. From the general roll of clerks ¥

Mr. ALLISON. Ithink these examiners, if they are to accomplish
what the Senator desires, should be, at least, fonrth-class elerks, and
if we desire to make them such we should so designate them. It also

rovides that certain clerks shall be assigned the Surgeon-General's

ce and the Adjutant-General's Office without defining the number

or the p:iof those clerks. The heads of those offices can employ,

if they choose, fourth-class clerks or second or first class, or one-
thousand-dollar clerks. |

It eeems to me that if we are to provide for this additional clerical
force on this bill, we should make it more specific and more definite ;
and therefore, with all due deference to the Senator who has d}m-
sented this amendment, I think it had better be passed over and go
upou the regunlar bill providing for the legislative, executive, and ju-
dicial expenses of the Government. I, for one, shall be ready to vote
for the largest number and for the best compensation if we can by
providing for this class of elerks secure the performance of this work.

I submit this to the Senator from Kansas. I think his amendment
is entirely too indefinite.

Mr. WINDOM. Ivoted,orshould havevoied had I not been paired,
for this amendment in Committee of the Whole; buf, as has been
stated by the Benator from Iowa, upon reflection I think it is not in
the proper place. The Senator has given some very good reasons I
tllin?: why it should not be placed here. The legislative appropria-
tion bill will be before the Senate in a short time. The Committee
on Appropriations will have ample opportanity before that bill comes
before os for action to examine the question and call before it the
Commissioner of Pensions and others and ascertain in what classes
these clerks should be provided for. It seems to me the amendment
would be in place upon that bill and that it is not in place upon this
measure.

I shall therefore vote, assuming that the S8enator with whom I am
paired would vote as I shall, against the amendment in the Senate ;
and I join with the Senator from Iowa in saying that I shall vote for
the largest number of clerks that may be necessary when the legis-
lative appropriation bill comes up. I believe there onght to be an
additional foree, and I believe that an additional force can be used
economically and to expedite the business of the Department; but I
cannot vote for it on this bill. I made the statement a few moments
ago withoat as much consideration as I have given it since, and I
desire to vote against concurring in the amendment.

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to say simply that I concur fully in the
views expressed by the Senator from lowa and the Senator from
Minnesota. It is certainly not best to put the amendment on this
bill. When the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill
is before us we can place this amendment in its proper order, so asto
make the force effective and make the appropriation which will then
be grauted eflicient in accomplishing the ends desired. I fear it
would not accomplish what we desire here,

1 say very frankly that I am, and always have been and always

shall be, in favor of voting adequate appropriations for every Depart-

ment of the Government, in order to enable them prom t-lfy and effi-
ciently to dispose of all the business that is pamfin Ee ore them.
There is an acenmulation of business in the Pension Office; it ought
to be disposed of, and promptly and justly and fairly ; and when the
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill comes to the
Senate I doubt not the Appropriations Committee, having before them
the heads of the Departments and investigating the whole matter, will
make such appropriations and such provisions as will accomplish what
wo all desire. I irost the amendment will not be concurred in.

Mr. PLUMB. It is a little strange that the Appropriations Com-
mittes shonld be so sensitive about what goes on an appropriation
bill. I do not recall an appropriation bill that has passed the Sen-
ato since I have been here that has not had on it more or less legisla-
tion. Thisvery bill has got on it an abundance of it just as obnoxious
to what has been said about the propriety of this amendment as the
amendment itself is.

So far as the objection of the Senator from Iowa is concerned that
we do not say anything abouat the classes of clerks, let me call that
Senator’s attention fo the fact that when we passed the census act
we left the entire question of how many clerks shounld be appointed
and their salaries to the Buperintendent of the Census. He is em-
ploying to-day clerks, nof by classes but picking them up according
to the price at which he can obfain them, to do the work. There is
no limitation at all. He can pay a man a thousand dollars a year or
a thousand dollars & month, or he may stint him to a sum which will
barely keep body and soul together. The discretion which is lodged
by this amendment is not a new thing; and I do not think that this
is the place nor the time nor the circnmstance under which an objee-
tion of this kind should be raised.

It is troe that if this amendment, or asimilarone, were to be placed
on the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill, it wounld
answer the same purpose. It could not answer any better purpose.
Buf here we are in the last days of the session. There is certain for-
mal business yet to be done, which is going to occupy a great many
days of it; there is a great deal of other business which is to come
before the Senate, and in a few days we shall be in a maelstrom.
The question as to what shall be done will be at the arbitrary will,
not of the Senate, but perhaps of a committes; and more than that,
the committee itself, as well as the Senate, will be prevented by rea-
son of lack of time from doing many things it wonld like to do. The
time will come when a man who rises here to debate a question, to
offer an amendment to anything, will be regarded as a man to be put
down; as a man who is doing something toward occasioning the
necessity for an extra session of Con All debate, practically,
will be eufiofi. 'We ghall be doing business with double haste shortly,
and a great many things will be put over that before the committee
wonld say ought to be done.

There is no incongruity, there is no inappropriateness, in this
amendment. We are providing here a large snm of money for
the purﬂoaa of carrying out the pension law ; and adding §200,000
for machinery whereby this money is to be expended, does not, I
submif in view of all the circnmstances of the case and what has
preceded it, violate the proprieties in any degree.

Of course, if the committee itself was united and conld agree that
it wounld put an amendment of this kind npon the legislative, execn-
tive, and judicial appropriation bill, no matter who might say nay,
that would be worth considering ; but here are two members of the
Appropriations Committee who express a conviction that this force
ought to be increased, and here are two equally influential members
who say the foree onght not to beincreased. What guarantee is there,
then, that when this question comes to be considered on aneother bill
it will receive any more favorable consideration than it recelves
now, at the hands of that committee ?
h_lﬂh;. HOAR. Will the Senator from Kansas allow me to interrupt

im

Mr. PLUMB. With pleasure.

Mr. HOAR. I am in favor of his amendment and very much in
favor of having it acted on now, and not put off to another bill.
Therefore, I desire to ask him what his answer is, as his amendment
now reads, to the point which has been made that the amendment
provides for * the number of clerks for the Pension Office and Adju-
tant-General's and Surgeon-General’s Offices, respectively, necessary
to render effective the work of said examiners.” Suppose the Secre-

of the Interior,in whose Department the Pension Office is, thinks
there should be clerks enongh to use this whole appropriation in his
Department, and suppose the Secretary of War, in whose Department
the Adjutant-General’s and Surgeon-General’s Offices are, thinks that
there shonld be clerks enough to use up the whole of it in his Depart-
ment ! Is it. not necessary for the Senator from Kansas to devise
some provision and puf it on this amendment before it passes, which
shall give somebody the authority of determining how many of these
clerks shall be in each of these offices? So far as the Adjutant-Gen-
eral’s and Sargeon-General’s Offices are concerned it can be left to the
Secretary of War to apportion them ashe thinks fit. I ask this ques-
tion not as an objection, but as a friend of the amendment.

Mr. PLUMB. We are vesting a large discretion with the heads of
all these bureans and the heads of the Departments; and there is
no more reason to suppose that the Secretary of the Interior would
arbitrarily insist on keeping all the clerks provided for by the amend-
ment in his Department, whether necessary or unnecessary, than thero
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is to suppose that he would do any other improper thing under the
discretion we give him in this bill and have given him in other bills.

Mr. BURNSIDE. , Will the Senator from Kansas consent to an
amendment stating that this expenditure is fo be made at the discre-
tion of the President of the United States?

Mr. PLUMB. I was going to say that I hope some of those who are
80 much in favor of this amendment, and only objecting to the bill it
is offered to be Plaoed on, wonld snggest an amendment which would
garry out their idea.

Mr. BURNSIDE. I suggest that amendment.

Mr. PLUMB. I am not goin%to contend for the language of the
amendment. As I said before, I do not care about the form of it; I
am after the substance. I want to make sure now, upon a bill that
I know is going to pass beyond peradventure, that the existing con-
dition of things in the Pension Burean shall no longer continue to
exiet; that is to say, that there shall be an improvement.

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator allow me to make a suggestion which
may gosa.ibly obviate the difficulty 7 If the amendment shonld pass
as it i3, and if there shonld be a serious difficnlty about the division
of this money, there can be a provision in the legislative, executive,
and judicial appropriation bill specifying how it shall be expended.
If that difficulty should arise, if there were anything needed to be
done, it could be very easily remedied that way, and the amendment
could go on the bill as it is now.

)11";1 SDMUNDS. We had better remedy it now, if there is any
tronble.

Mr. HOAR. I will make this snggestion to the Senator from Kan-
8as, to add to his amendment these words:

The number and distribution of said clerks in the different offices and different
Departments to be at the discretion of the President.

Mr. PLUMB. I am perfectly willing to accept the amendment.

Mr. ALLISON. That amendment is in order.

Mr. PLUMB. I am entirely willing that my amendment should be
modified in that way, or in any other way which will make it more
eertain to have the effect which I desire.

_The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. FERRY in the chair,) The ques-
tion is on the amendment to the amendment.

Mr. WITHERS. How will it read as proposed to be amended ¥

The Cnier CLERK. At the end of line 17 of section 1 it is pro-
posed to insert :

To provide fifty additional examiners, and for rent for additional rooms or build-
ings therefor, for the Pension Office, and the number of clerks for the Pension Office
and Adjutant-General's and Surgeon-General's Officea, respectively, neces: to
render effective the work of said examiners, the som of $200,000. to be immediately

available. the number and distribution of said clerks in the different offices and
different Departments to be at the discretion of the President.

MMr, BECK. I merely desire to say that I suppose that is upon the
assumption that Congress is no longer competent to distribute these
employés and the President must do it for Congress.

Mr. BURNSIDE. I suggest that the word “{ifty ” be stricken out
before ‘‘ additional examiners,” leaving it all to the discretion of the
President. I suggest that to the Senator from Kansas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an amendment to the
amendment pending, The question is on the amendment proposed
by the Senator from Massachusetts to the amendment made as in
Committee of the Whole,

Mr. EDMUNDS. I see the Senator from Massachusetts has only
used the word “ elerks ” in his amendment while the principal amend-
ment mentions examiners and clerks.

Mr. HOAR. The examiners are clerks. Although they are called
examiners, in reality there is no such official title, and what it means
is only clerks to examine.

Mr. INGALLS. The word “ examiners ” gshounld be stricken ont.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Asthe law now stands there is no snch office as
examiner except in the Patent Office that I know of ; but this is to
be a law, and if the law does not provide for an official by the name
of an examiner before, if this passes if will provide forit. Therefore,
I suggest in the friendliest spirit to the amendment that the end of
the clanse onght to conform to the beginning, and that with the word
“clerks” there onght to be the word * examiners” also.

Mr. HOAR. Isnggesttothe Senator from Kansasto make the word
“examiners,” in the original sentence, read * examining clerks.”

Mr. INGALLS. It would be better to leave out the'word * exam-
iners.” They are all known as clerks of different classes. The only
two designations in the Pension Office are clerks and copyists.

Mr. EDMUNDS. It certainly appears to me that as we are making
alaw, and not construing a law, we ought to use terms at the begin-
ning and the end of the amendment that have some relation to each
other. If the modification suggested in respect of the word “exam-
iners” is adopted, so that the phrase will be *clerks,” then the
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts will be in perfect ac-
eordance with the principal amendment; but without it, it seems to
me it will leave the same gap open that existed before. 1t only al-
lows the President fo regulate the number and distribution of clerks,
but does not allow him to regnlate the number and distribation of
the persons whom this law, being the last one, styles examiners.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment
of the Senator from Massachnsetts [Mr. HoAR] to the amendment
made as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr, EDMUNDS, An amendment to that is not in order?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ifis not in order at this time.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it in order to perfect the paragraph that the
Senator from Massachusetts proposes to amend ?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is nof to strike out,
but is an additional paragraph, and the amendment of the Senater
from Massachusetts to the amendment is in the second degree.

Mr. PLUMB. I suggest to the honorable S8enator from Verment to
move his amendment after that of the Senator from Massachusetts
is ado]i:ted.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I understand the Chair to deeide that when
an amendment is pending and an amendment is offered to that it is
not in order to perfeet the text of the principal amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment to the amendment
being in the second degree, it cannot be in order to amend farther.
The question is on the amendment of the Senator from Massachu-
setts to the amendment made as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not proposs fo amend the amendment moved
by the Senator fromn Massachusetts.

Mr. HOAR. I understand that has been adopted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I propose to amend the text.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The textisan amendment, the Chair
will state to the Senator from Vermont, and therefore the amendment
of the Senator from Massachusetts is in the second degree, and there
cannot be an amendment in the third degree unless if is to strike ont
and insert, when the part to be stricken out wonld be amendable;
but that is not the proposition of the Senator from Massachusetts,

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment
of the Senator from Massachnsetts [Mr. HoAr] to the amendment
made as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. EATON. I think I shall not vote for the amendment of the
Senator from Massachnsetts as I eannof vote for the amendment of
the Senator from Kansas. I think thisisall wrong.. I have been for
many years voting all the Department requires in the way of elerks
and assistance. It is the manifest duty of each of the Departments
and bureauns of the Government to inform the Senate and the Heuse
of the nnmber of clerks that they desire. If this new bill will make
a greater clerical force necessary, the Secretary of War and the Bec-
retary of the Interior will notify the pm})er committees of this and
the other Honse of the increased elerical force which they desiro, and
then we shall be ready to give them that foree. If they do net
desire any more force, we ought not to throw away $200,000 of the
people’s money. .

1;. CONKLING. Will the Senator yield fo me to make a sugges-
tion

Mr. EATON. I will.

Mr. CONKLING. Itcannot haveescaped the attention of the Sen-
ator from Connecticut, first, that large numbers of pension claimants
appeal to him to get them special facilities in the Pension Bureauw, not
that their cases may be decided one way or the other, bat thab they
may be proceeded with in some way. In the second place the Sena-
tor must know that the Commissioner of Penxions and those who
write by his direction, return answers month after month, year after
year, that the reason of the delay, the reason of these appimntimato
a Senator to indnce the Commissioner to make a case “ gpeciak” as
they call it, in order that it may be taken up out of its turn, is the
want of elerical foree, the lack of the hands necessary to handle these
papers, to go on with them and dispose of them promptly. In the
presence, then, of these facts, if they be facts,—if not the SBenater will

‘correct me,—I ask him what the answer is to the thing which nat-

urally oceurs to every mind, that we onght on some bill,in soma way,
by some provision, to supply this need ¥ The honorable Benatorsays
they may ask for elerks when they want them. That no doubt is
technically trne ; but when the Senator is informed as » Senator, when
I am informed as a Senator, day after day, in answer to these fettars,
that the reason of all these delays, involving great hardships, as Fam
sure they do in some cases, is the lack of clerical assistance, how can
we exactly stand upon saying, * they have not made a formal recom-
mendation,” or the head of a Department within some rule of the
Senate has not pnt it technically in that way, and although we know
the fact we will still wait, because they might in some other w
bring it to our notice ? I should like if the Senator from Con

icut will oblige me, to hear his views on that aspect of the case.

Mr. EATON. They are very simple, of conrse.

Mr. CONKLING. Always the Senator’s views are.

Mr. EATON. Undoubtedly. Therefore I hardly thought my friend
from New York would find it necessary to put a question of that kind.
How does he or any other member of the Senate, my friend: from
Kansas who proposed the amendment, know now whether ten elerks
are demanded, or five, or twenty, or fifty, or a handred? How do we
arrive at it? What is the proper legislation and the proper action
for this body ? It is to be informed by other public servants of what
they demand and what they require. Iappreherd that the Beeretary
of the Interior Department knows a great deal better than ¥ how
many clerks are necessary in the Pension Burean, and surely the Com-
missioner of Pensions onght to know exactly what he desires and how
many men he can profitably employ. When he tells us, I wilt'vete
with my friend from New York for every man that he desires; but
‘why should we go upon a hunting expedition and a guessing expe-
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dition ¥ I come from a guessing counfry, but I confess I can hardly
out this problem of how many men shall go to this burean and

'w many men to that bureau, and nobody else it seems can ; and
now ik is said you will put it upon the President to do that. Which
President, the one in or the one coming in—

Mr, CO ING. Or the one that did not get in ? [Ls.ughter.]b

Mr. EATON. The one that did not get in ought to have been in by
the vote of the people. In my judgment the whole of this thing is
wrong. I hardly think my friend from New York can answer the
suggestion which I have so lamely made, and that is that an intelli-
ﬁ“ head of the Burean of Pensions, an intelligent head of the War

partment, and an intelligent head of the Interior Department may
better number the clerical force they can properly use than any mem-
ber of this body.

I conceive that my friend is answered, and therefore I shall vote
against this amendment to the amendment, and against the amend-
ment itself, and whenever the p;lnlper officer of the Government asks
for more clerical assistance we will all join in giving it.

Mr. CONKLING. The honorable Senator from Connecticut says I
am answered. That is true. I never ask the honorable Senator a
question withont receiving a polite answer. I have received it now;
and meaning to be entirely courteous to him, I submit that that
answer falls a good way short of the real demands of my question.
The honorable Senator says we are not to go on a hunting expedi-
tion,—I believe that was his phrase,—to ascertain whether a greater
number of clerks cannot be employed somewhere. Iagree with him.
Cerfainly we are not to go on a hunting expedition; and if this be
such & proposal, no Senator should vote for it. But, Mr. President,
that I submif to my honorable friend is rather fanciful. Here is in
the country a procession of mourners and of cripples that are
entitled under the laws to the allowance of a pension. I will not
stop now to consider whether under the theory suggested this morn-
ing by the langnage of one Senator this proceeds from benevolence

ity, generosity, magnanimity, or according to the view suggested

by other Senators from principle which enter into contracts, obliga-
tions, dues, the holders of which do not need to throw themselves at
nn{:;od ’s feet or appeal to anybody’s mercy. Inthe one way orinthe
other, either as the wards of the nation relying upon the benevo-
lence of the nation, which I deny, or as the creditors of the nation
appealing to the ‘i ustice of the nation, which I affirm, great bodies of
ppled men and smitten women and orphan children, have merito-
rious and well-earned claims upon the Government. They ask for
their consideration. They are postponed, belated, and disappointed
until thousands are weary, heart-sick, and starving. Their attorneys
and the pension agents whom they employ sppeaf in great numbers
to Senators. When Senators remember that in the State of New York
there are 5,200,000 people, and that 600,000 of the sons of New York
marched to the fields of battle, I shall not seem to exaggerate when I
say that great numbers of persons such as I have described appeal to
me in every month and every week of the year to aid them in gain-
ing answers from the Pension Bureau, not in gaining a favorable re-
sult, not in indnecing the Commissioner of Pensions to waive some
requirement of evidence, to stretch some provision of law, to invent
some way of favoring them, but to gain action, consideration, imme-
diate-proceeding upon their case which sometimes they say for months
1;; waited and sometimes they say for years has waited an adjudi-

on.

‘When I do appeal fo the Commissioner of Pensions it happens not
al very often there comes a decision or a suggestion or
a letter of advice or a response of some sort indicating that notice is
taken, consideration is given to the case to which attention is called,
but at other times comes now and again an explanation, sometimes
in a letter specially written sometimes if I mistake nof in a printed
cirenlar printed to be sent I infer by tho ds as a wholesale ex-
planation, sometimes again I think in a lithographed letier showing
that it is produced in manifold and sent as a wholesale explanation
stating in varions forms with different illustration and particularit
that the Pension Burean is embargoed, arrested, swamped in its busi-
ness. Why? Because conduncting its business almost wholly by the
employment of clerical force, that force is deficient ; because there
are not clerks enoungh, or to state it differently, there caunot be em-
ployed and secured hours enough of clerical force to examine, clas-
sify, and snbject 4o the scrutiny which they are to undergo the papers
which exhibit the claims of pensioners.

Having been informed of this again and again, by individuoal let-
ters, by circulars, by other forms of information signed and sent out
officially by the Commissioner of Pensions, the head of the bureau
concerned, can the honorable Senator from Conneeticut, candid and
intelligent as he is, dispose of the matter by turning to me and say-
ing that we are not called upon to go upon hunting expeditions to see
if we cannof find a ]i'lawe where more clerks might be used? I sab-
mit to that honorable Senator in whose sense of justice and in whose
benevolence I have entire confidence, that such a state of facts as this
summons us to our feet, and that we cannot turn it off by saying
““Oh, well, no doubt, but then there is some technicality which some-
body might have complied with and has not.” The Secretary of the
Interior whom the Senator seems to regard as the repository of the
most full, exact, and ({mnicular information on this snbject—an alle-

tion with which I do not take issne—has not said something that

might have said ; and then again the Commissioner of Pensions

although he has said a great deal and although he has said it a &
many times and although he may have said it individnally to all the

.members of both Houses, has not, speaking to those members alto-

gether as the Houses, or speaking to his superior through whom he
might speak to these two Houses, said all this ; and therefore we shall
be speculating, we shall be on a hunting expedition, we shall be goin,
out as if to find by hook or by crook some place where the money o
the Government may be spent.

I submit to the Senator from Connecticut, that is technical; it is
very technical. It would be technical were the persons concerned
here all astute business men, were every one of these pensioners a
man taught in all the methods of presenting and advancing his
claims; but when we consider that we are dealing with the untanght,
the helpless, the friendless, men who do not understand the circum-
locution office, women and children who have few means of intelli-
ﬁgnca or otherwise in pressing their claims, I snbmit that we are

und to be a little more liberal, a little less exacting of technicality
from the heads of the Departments or bureaus; anﬁ when there is
brought in any way to our notice the fact that vast numbers of per-
sons are being vietimized with that injustice which is as bad as refusal
or denial, interminable delay, we have no right to go behind an ex-
cuse like this and say we will wait until all the ceremonies and
requirements are eom]illied with, we will let all the pensioners who
are the subjects of such hardship as I have been speaking of go over
from the 4th of March till the first Monday in December next, and
then if there should be another Secretary of the Interior endowed
with all the knowledge, general and particular, which the Senator
from Connecticut ascribes to the present distingnished head of that
Department, and he sends to the Senate a communication in which
he says that this matter has reached his attention also, why then we
will feel that all the requirements are ronnded ont and that the whole
measure of occasion for our action has arrived.

As to the phraseology of this amendment I have not seratinized it.
It came from a Senator whom I supposed to be more familiar than [ am
with the requirement of the occasion. It wasvoted for, [observed, first
voted for as in order on this bill, and afterward as meritorious, by
certain distingunished members of the Committee on Appropriations,
whom I am accustomed to follow. I observed that some of the Sen-
ators to whom I refer have modified their views. Coming first into
the Senate I heard years ago a distinguished member of the body
state how safe it was, particularly for inexlferiencsd members, to
follow the committees, and that duty was laid down so broadly that
I infer that one so inexperienced as I need not know much in order
to vote intelligently, except that what the committee say. When
the committee divide somewhat politically as in this instance, and
the members of the committee representing the party to which I be-
Jong, upon a matter which issupposed in some sort to appeal to what
may sometimes grow into party divisions, when the republican mem-
bers of the committee act together, I have been of the impression
that it was suitable for me to pay a good deal of heed to their course,
because they are supposed to have a greater acquaintance with the
matters committed to them. So [ was influenced, I confess, consid-
erably both npon the question of order and upon the question of the
propriety and sufficiency of this amendment, by the position I saw
wiser and better acquainted Senators holding.

Now, I humbly submit that if thissubject was in order on this bill,
as I thonght it wasand as I still think it is, notwithstanding the pro-
vision about general legislation, and if the amendment in outline and
substance is meritorious, we ougi:t not after this discussion to abandon
it and throw it down, and postpone to some other bill to come here-
after not only this subject but a rediscussion of it. The amendment
snggested by the Senator from Massachusetts seems to me to avoid
the only serious difficulty which has been suggested. If there is
another one let us hear what that is, and if we can obviate that let
us do it, and then if the amount is too large eut it down. If the
amendment does not commit to the discretion of these officials and to
their conscience and their oath toexpend only so much of this money
as is actually necessary, by all means let the amendment be made rig-
orous and searching in that regard; but still let us, as it seems to me
we ought if satisfied that injury is constantly ocourring because of
the deficiency of clerieal force, make provision which will supply at
least in part that daﬁciuncg.

Mr. EATON. Mr. President, I did not intend to provoke a discus-
sion with my friend from New York, for I should be in the unfortu-
nate position that the coon was with the celebrated Captain Scott,
and I might as well come down at once; but I do not think that my
friend from New York meets the question, [ will not say fairly, but
properly. He immediately begins to speak of the numerous pen-
sioners, the poor men and women and children who are suffering,
and appeals to our feelings in that particular. That is not a par
properly of this disenssion. What is necessary to carry out the law
and who are the proper persons to determine the amount of clerical
force necessary to carry out the law? That is the question and the
only gquestion, There is no other.

My friend says that I seem to place the utmost confidence in the
present tary of the Interior. I believe I have as much confi-
dence in him as it is necessary for me to have in that oflicer. So I
have in the Commissioner of Pensions; and it is this much: I bave
sufficient confidence in his knowledge to believe that he kuows the
amonnt of clerical force necessary to carry on his Department. That
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is very certain. What is the object of having heads of Departments
unless it is that they may inform the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of what is necessary in order to properly ecarry on the Govern-
ment? I am not second to my friend from New York but fully
abreast with him in being desirous of doing all that is necessary for
this class of Government creditors. I assume his own terms; but
there is a way to get at this which I think is the proper way and all
other ways are improper. Are fifty clerks more enough? ho can
say? Who can say whether forty is not enough,and who can say
that one hundred are not required

Mr. CONKLING. May I make a suggestion 1

Mr, EATON. Certainly.

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Benator understand that under the
amendment, if it become a law, any honest man as Secre of the
Interior or Commissioner of Pensions wounld employ clerks who were
not necessary, would expend the whole of this money if a part of it
«only turned out to be needed ?

Mr. EATON. That is not a part of my argument. Ihave made no
such suggestion.

Mr.CONELING. No; butmy honorable friend objects to it becanse
he says be does not know the exact number. He says they do know.
Very well, if they do know I ask him whether he thinks, being honest
men, they wonld employ an unnecessary number.

Mr. EATON. I hope not, but I want to relate a little experience
that I have had as one of a committes of this SBenate. Some four
years ago five members of this body were appointed to examine the
various Departments of the Government, to look ont, to report to the
Benate with regard to the employés. I remember distinctly as one
of that committee of advising a certain head of a Department that
he ought to give his clerks one hour more labor. We had not the
aunthority to compel it, but the hour was given, and the number of
clerks was not reduced. Acting upon the suggestion of the commit-
tee, the additional hour’s work was given to the clerks, but no redue-
tion was made, when there should have been nov less than three hun-
dred dismissed, if they all worked the additional hour; and that was
apart from any idea that I have here to-day. The Becret.ary of the
Interior, the Becmtnrﬁ of War, the SBurgeon-Genéral, the Commis-
sioner of Pensions ought to know the naomber of clerks that they can
best employ, and when they inform us of the number they desire we
will give them that namber. Ido not myself propose to vote to force
any upon them.

DEATH OF HON. EVARTS W. FARR.

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr.
TaEODORE F. KING, one of its clerks, communicating to the Senate
the intelligence of the death of Hon. EvarTs W. FARR, late a Repre-
sentative from the State of New Hampshire, and transmitting the
resolutions of the House thereon.

Mr. ROLLINS. Imove that the business of the Senate be suspended
and call for the reading of the resolntions of the House of Represent-
atives nnnouncin%he death of Mr. FARR, late a member of the House
from the State of New Hampshire.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire
asks that the pending order be snspended for the parpose he has
named. Isthere objection? The Chair hears none ; and the resolu-
tions of the Honse of Representatives will be read.

The Chief Clerk read as follows:

Resolved, That this House has heard with profound sorrow the announcement of
g:dmlt:li: “:;f Hon. EvArTs W. FARR, late a Representative from the State of New

Rm. That in token of regard for tha m of the lamented deceased the
members of this House do wear the usaal ln(le;;tz?’mourning for thirty days.

Resoloed, That the Clerk of this House do communicate these resolutions to the
Benate of the United States. )

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the yof the d d this
House do now adjourn,

Mr. ROLLINS. Mr. President, I move that the resolutions which
I send to the Chair be adopted by the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolutions will be read.

The Chief Clerk read the resolutions of Mr. ROLLINS, as follows :

Resolved, That the Senate has received with profound sensibility the sad an-
nouncement of the death of IHon, EvarTs W, Farg, late a member of the House
-of Representatives from the State of New Hampshire.

Resolved, That as a mark of respect for the y of Mr. Farr, the members
of the Senate will wear the nsual badge of mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That the sympathies of the members of the Senate be tendered to the
family of the d 1in this b and that the S v of the Senat
transmit to them a copy of these resolutions.

Mr. ROLLINS. Mr. President, it is now almost a quarter of a cen-
tury since a member of the delegation from the State of New Hamp-
shire has been ealled upon to announce the death of a colleague {,n
either branch of Congress. . Since the adoption of the Constitution,
four Senators from New Hampshire have died during their terms of
-office—Nicholas Gilman, in 1814; Charles G. Atherton, in 1853; Moses
Norris, jr., in 1855; and James Bell, in 1857; although out of the
thirty-five Senators who have represented the State priorto the present
incumbents but six are now living.

In the other branch for the first time a vacancy has occurred by the
death of Major E. W. FARR, the ]ymmgest member of onr delegation,
in the prime of his manhood and but a few days after the people of
his distriet had indorsed his ability and worth by a re-election. In
the midst of life we are in death. The great leveler invades all ranks

andkmnditions of life, paying no regard to age or sex, strength or
weakness.

In this case the blow fell with little warning and but a brief ill-
ness, and if is a significant admonition to us to be always ready to
meet that last call to enter upon the new state which awaits us be-
yond the confines of this earthly existence and there solve the m
tery which daring all time our human intelligence has not been able
satisfactorily to penetrate, except that we are fain to accept the faith
that death is but the portal to a new existence and that if a man die
he shall live again. The survivors may mourn their loss more griev-
ounsly when it comes without warning, but it is well with the de-
parted. My acquaintance with Major FArr be{rnn in the early days
of the great struggle for the preservation of the Union, in April, 1861,
when the first call to arms was responded to with so much alacrity,
not only by our late and lamented friend, but by so many others in the
North. From that time until the day when the sad intelligence of his
death was communicated to me by telegraph from his quiet home
among the mountains, I watched with interest his eareer, both in the
Army and in civil life, and our friendship was never for one moment
interrupted. In his death I mourn the loss of a true, long-tried, and-
esteemed friend.

Major FARR was born in Littleton, New Hampshire, October 10, 1840.
At the early age of twelve, with that independence so charateristic
in later years, he struck out for himself, and, by that rugged toil
which is not unfamiliar to many New England boys, began to earn
his own support and provide means to secure an education. In the
fall of 1856 he entered upon his preparatory course for college at the
academy at Thetford, Vermont, leaving that with valedictory honors
in 1859 for Dartmouth College. His collegiate conrse was interrupted
by the call to arms, and in April, 1861, his name appears first in his
native town and among the first in the Btate enrolled among the
volunteers. BSubsequently he was appointed a lientenant in the See-
ond New Hampshire Regiment.

During the first year he was prostrated by disease and sent to the
hospital in this city, but an indomitable will and strong constitution
carried him through, and as soon as he recovered his strength he re-
turned to his regiment. Jannary 1, 1862, he received his commission
as captain and on the 5th of May following in the battle of Williams-
burgh during a drenching rain his right arm was shattered by a Minnie
ball while he was in the act of firing. With characteristic coolness
he picked up his revolver with his left hand and passed to the rear,
where he remained fort.y—eight. hours in a dilapidated building with-
ont doors or windows, in his wet clothing; he was then conveyed to
Fortress Monroe and was sent honte, where he arrived in fifteen days
after receiving the wound which deprived him of his arm. Im-
}mtient. of this enforced retirement, in six weeks he returned to the

ront. Soon after he was appointed major of the Eleventh New
Hampshire Regiment, and as such evarticigated in the battle of Fred-
ericksburgh, December 13, 1862. With his regiment he was under
General Grant at the siege of Vicksburgh. Later he was detailed as
judge-advocate on court-martial duty at Cincinnati and Washing-
ton, and after the close of the war stadied law and was admitted to
the bar in 1867. He was assistant assessor of internal revenue, and
subsequently assessor, which office he held until 1873 when the office
was abolished.

As a soldier he was chivalrous and brave, bearing a record without
blemish, ever present when duty called. As an officer, cool and cour-
ageous in danger, strict in discipline, but by his general kindness en-
deared to all his men, wimn'n% the highest estimation of all who
knew him and the confidence of his seniors in command. As a law-
yer he won a good position and was known as a safe counselor, earn-
ing the confidence of his clientsand the community. As a politician
he was frank and outspoken, leaving no doubt as to his position, and
while a stalwart republican, possessed many warm friends among his
political ogponanta. :

In 1876 he was elected a member of the governor’s council from his
district; he was twice appointed prosecuting attorney for his county,
resigning that position to take his seat in the present Congress to
which he was elected in 1873. At the recent election (November,
1850) he was re-elected to the Forty-seventh Congress in one of the
most hotly contested ca.mpai%fs known in his district, which is a
very close one, thus showing the estimation in which he was held by
his constituents.

As a mgmber of the House of Representatives he proved himself
industrions and efficient; as in the Army, he was never absent from
his post of duty except from imperative necessity.

It is said that a prophet is not without honor save in his own coun-
try, but the following tribute will show how Major FARR was appre-
ciated in his own community, and this tribute will be indo by
every member of that commaunity :

To speak of him as & man is to fally know him as a citizen and neighbor, a hus-
band and father, an associate and friend. As a citizen he was just, kind, and pub-
lic-spirited ; as a husband and father ardent and constant in his affections and ever
tenderly devoted; as a friend and there was no one more luyal. liberal,
and unselfish; quick to resent an injury, he was placable and ready to forgive.
1f he ever unknow! wronged another, (knowingly he could not have done it,)
his magnanimity in redressing it was prompt, noble, and conspicuouns. Asa pub-
lic man h's integrity and honor were never questioned ; incorruptible and sincere,
he was ever ready alike to defend a friend and the friendless, Bnoe his confidence
was won nothing but dishonor could sever tie that bound him to his fellow-
m' Can it be wondered that his people loved and trusted such exemplary man-
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‘Warm-hearted, sincere, and generous to a fault, he possessed a ﬁe -
mine magnetism which attracted and held all who approached him.
Entering the Army while not yet twenty-one, with a vigorous and
robust constitution, he left it four years later deprived of his right
arm and with the seeds of disease about him which rendered him
unable to recuperate from the sndden attack, coming as it did just at
the end of an arduous and ax]mush'nE campaign. His loss is not alone
a sad bereavement to his aged father and mother, to his wife and
oung children, but to the community in which he lived and was
iv:onored and to the State which he represented. Struck down in the
ride of his manhood, he has left a void which will be hard to fill.
‘0 those who were near and dear to him, to his friends and neighbors,
and to his State we extend our hearty sympathy, not unmindful that
this Congress is also called upon to deplore another break in its fam-
ily circle and another chair made vacant by his untimely death.

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, there is no solitude like that which
envelopes a public man amid the multiplied and exacting activities
which environ him in the Capifol of his country. I have never felt
. so utterly alone as when most absorbed in my duties here. The con-
tinuous woods, vast, dark and silent, are full of tender companionship,
and the spirit of nature speaks with many-voiced and varied tones to
him who seeks her wild and secret home. But here one seems to be

rojected as it were into a kaleidoscopic and tnmultuous scene where

ough all may be light, beanty, and variety, yet when analyzed the
elements of the fascinating vision are mere glass and glitter without
one ray of heat or throb of sympathy.

Every public man is all alone in a certain and substantial sense.

is connections are with his distant constituency; and only with
them through the post, the telegraph, and other avenues of commu-
nication does he really live. Now and then there is a break through
the environment of affairs, and for a little while in cheerful or
mournfnl but always heartfelt communion with a congenial soul
there is a brief return of the old-time sense of hearty feeling and
of that unrestrained Eemna] and independent self-assertion which
belongs of right to the private citizen. Yet how soon the opening
closes and the tempest of affairs obscures the whole heavens once
more. .

We talk and laugh and discuss. We are cheerfual and polite—it
may be bland and entertaining. We sit side by side; but we are still
as far apart as the localities from which we come, There isever the
tonch of the hand, the glance of the eye, the friendly tone, and the
ready effort to oblige; yet after all the real life of the public man is
between himself and those who ereated him by their choice. He be-
longs to them. He is of them in the truest and most absorbing sense,
nn:F:mt of those with whom he daily meets on this conspicuous scene.
But there be those like the stars which illamine the neglected spaces
of night, who, by theirselect and electric qualities, change the chilly
formalities of public association into the warmth and sympathy of
private life. These rare spirits are the golden links which connect
us and somewhat cure our isolation. They give ount not ]ﬂiﬂ](l,t alone
bat heat as well, and while they illumine all things, they warm
and weld ns together.

But alas! Death, blind, eruel, and insatiable, will tear even them
away with no more compunction than when he extorts the spirit of
the beast which goeth downward. He

Loves a shining mark, a signal blow,
A blow which, while it executes, alarms
And startles thousands with a single fall.

Of such a man, my personal friend for twenty years, my associate
and companion in private and in public life, just stricken down in
all the royal strength of forty years, while his sun was high and
rising higher on the pathway,it might well have been to the very
zenith of place and power, just as he had achieved a personal and
political trinmph such as comes to but few men even in the longest
career, it is my difficult but willing duty for a few moments to speak
to yon to-day.

Major Evarts W. FARR, a member of the Forty-sixth House of
Representatives and a member-elect of the Forty-seventh, from the
third congressional distriet of New Hampshire, died at his home in
Littleton, in that State, on the 30th day of November last, aged forty

He was born in the eame place on the 10th day of October,
1840, of one of the largest and most influential families in our State,
His father, who survives the gifted son, filled many conspi¢cnous posi-
tions in public life, and through a long course of great adtivity and
usefulness to his fellow-men, Eo was ever the same intelligent, up-
right, and eflicient gentleman, who, for thirty years at least has been
:;ono:vn thronghout New Hampshire as “ Honest John Farr of Little-

il

The mother wasin every way worthy of the father of her boy ; and
1o one who knew them all, it is sufficient enlogy to say that they
were worthy each of the other. No young man was ever * better
born,” in the highest sense, than Major FARR, and his career has
reflected great honor npon the family name.

Young FARR was of an active and independent spirit from the be-
ginning. When twelve years of age he assumed the burden of his
own support and education. He secured the advantages of the com-
mon schools in his native town, and after a preparatory course at the
academy located in Thetford, Vermont, then under the direction of
Professor Hiram Oreutt, and one of the best institutions in New

En;glland, he entered Dartmouth College with the class which grada-
ated in 1563, He was pursuing his studies there with assidunity and
at promise when the country called her sons to rebaptize in their
lood the sacred principles of liberty and to re-establish npon im-
movable foundations the integrity and perpetuity of her Constitu-
tion and her laws. He was then twenty years old, of stalwart bué
graceful form, with a conntenance full of animation, force, and beauty.
That face was the mirror of all within. I well remember a long
conversation with him while attending court in Haverhill, where he
chanced to be in the early spring of 1561, just as the mutterings of
war became unmistakable to us in our mountain homes. We were
then beginning life; Ihad just entered upon the practice of the law.
He designed to pursue that profession as soon as his course of study
and preparation would {)lermit. Ouar conversation lasted nearly
through the live-long night, and I desire to bear witness to the mem-
ory of my dead friend, thatnever did man determine to put aside, if
need be, the promise of an apparently unsullied fature for the untried
hardships of the camp and field, wiih a more vivid sense of what he
was to sacrifice and suffer, or with a loftier patriotism and deeper
devotion to a stern sense of daty than did Evarts W. FArRr. And
when a little later the summons echoed from the walls of beleagured
and then of fallen Sumter all over the astonished North, he strode
among the earliest to the field of death and of glory with motives as
pure and free from sectional hate, with as knightly and exalted devo-
tion to the ideas of country, liberty, and the d of mankind as
ever beat in the bosom of Sidney, or as animated the fathers at York-
town, Cowpens, or Bunker Hill.

He served in some of the hardest fought actions with great bravery
and brilliancy, and thronghout the war, losing an arm at Williams-
bargh, and receiving the fatal seeds of death in his constitution from
exposure in the swamps of the Peninsula, which ripened year by year
until a casnal cold fastened upon his wnninf powers and killed him
as easily as thongh he had been a little child, On his retarn to eivil
life he stndied law, and being admitted to the bar, he practiced the
profession nnremittingly and with good success from 1867 until his
election to the Forty-sixth Congress. He was twice appointed pros-
ecuting attorney for his native county, and held that oflice when
called to service in the halls of national legislation. During this pe-
riod also he was chosen to be a member oi the governor's council,
after a most vigorons canvass, from a strongly democratic district,
in which but for his great personal popularity success wonld have
been impossible.

As a lawyer Major FARR was highly successful. His attainments
for one of his years and opportunities were d. His comprehen-
sion of the fundamental prineiples of law was clear and strong. He
had an unfailing fund of good sense, which is worth more to a law-
yer than knowledge of every case of every court ever reported when
not combined with that unfailing touchstone of truth. He knew
what the jury thought and conld guide them in his own channels of
reasoning to the conclusions in which he believed himself. He had
little power to make the worse appear the better reason unless he
was honestly wrong, and he always presented his cause with a con-
scientious conviction that he was right. He had a native love of
justice and abhorrence of wmnﬁ. He was a tower of strength to
the innocent and to the cause he believed to be jost, but to none
other. He was an honor to the bar, and by his high character and
conduct he fully paid that difficult debt which every lawyer owes to
his profession.

Having fonght to preserve his country, he shonld be excused fer
manifesting that interest in preserving the resnlts of the national vie-
tory which made him a close observer of events and gave to his mind
a bias for public life. His intelligence, his patriotism, and popular
manners for years had attracted the attention of-the people, and it
had long been evident that at an early period he would be summoned
to the higher political honors of his State. Thisexpectation was real-
ized by his election in a very close distriet fo the other Honse.

Every one who has experienced them knows the almost insurmonnt-
able difficulties which lie in the way of a new memberof a great leg-
islative body, especially if be belongs to the minority. A new mem-
ber of the majority has comparatively plain sailing in an open sea.
But short as has been his connection with the House, only through
one regular session, Major FARR had become well known and was very
highly esteemed by his fellow-members, both for his ability and
worth, Ife was attentive to every duty and he understood what be-
longed to it and how toperform it. He was an elegant speaker, very
ready in debate and grew stronger every day. I observed this during
the late campaign particularly, and believe that had he lived and con-
tinued in Con long enough to do justice to himselfand constita-
ents, he would have served his country with at efficiency to the
pride of his innumerable friends and of the State. As it was the
promise given of that which might have been, shal}'yans a disappoint-
ment most grevious to be borne, even if the full fruition of accom-
plishment could lend to those who knew and loved him its most eon-
soling power.

His stricken widow and the children of their love bewail in mute
and helpless grief a bereavement which lacks none of the terrors of
untimely death, of blasted hopes, and of sweetest joys, snatched away
in the very hour of snpreme realization. To this brave and worthy
woman, left to battle and struggle alons with her burden of woe
through unusnal obstacles, and to these fatherless little ones, some
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of whom can hardly know their loss, a grateful country will not fail
to extend the warmest sympathy and most grateful remembrance.

But I do waste the time in bewailing his loss. His last deed on
earth is done. His record is complete. No blof is there. If is pure
as the white pages of the Book of Life. It is like a copy drawn by
angel hands for the imitation of those who remain behind. To have
prolonged his stay wonld seem to have been best for us, wers he not
one of the dead who yet speak with power drawn from the realiza-
tions of more worlds than one. Hisglory will not fade nor will he be
forgotten until the history of his State is obliterated. There may
have been stronger men, but he was strong; there may have been
better men, but 1 have not known them.

New Hampshire is not ashamed of her other sons. Bhe points fo
them as her jewels. But of none can she more truly say that he was
a knight  without fear and withont reproach” than of poor dead
TARR, now embalmed in the immortal glory of his own life, and
awaiting the reveille of the resurrection on the peaceful banks of the
wild Ammonoosuck, while the shadows of Mount Washington lie ten-
derly on his grave. There is nothing more but to turn slowly and
sadly to the exacting realities of life, and by imitation of his bright
example to prepare for the inevitable hour.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the
resolutions.

The resolutions were agreed to unanimouslg.

Mr. CONKLING. My, President, as afurther mark of regect to
the memory of the deceased, I move that the Senate do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and (at five o’clock and twelve min-
utes p. m.) the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
TUESDAY, February 8, 1881.

The Honse met at eleven o’clock a. m. Prayer by the Chaplain,
Rev. W. P. Harrisox, D. D
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

BUSINESS BY CONSENT.

Mr. FRYE. I am instructed by the Committee on Rules to present
the resolution which I send to the desk. A

Mr. CLYMER. I reserve all points of order on it.

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows:

Ttesolved by the House of Representatives, After Wednesday next, on each day of
the remainder of the session other than the third Monday of February and the
last six days, whenever on motion the morning hour shall be dispensed with by a
two-thirds vote. that hour shall be set apart for the consideration of billaon the
several calendars under the following regulations: The States and Territories shall
be called in order as now provided for, and aseach is called, one of its members shall
be named by the Speaker, selected in alphabetical order, who may move the con-
gideration of o bill; if objected to by five members rising in their seats it shall
not be considered, otherwise the member making the motion shall be entitled to
five minntes for explanation of his bill, or, ins thereof, to the readlu¥ of the re-

accompanying the same, and then a vote shall be taken. The call of States
sball go on from day to day until completed, as above provided, and whenever all
the Members and Delegates from any State or Tenitory bave boen named by the
'Sﬂ)aaker. such State or Territory shall thereafter be vmitted from the call nntil all

& Members and Delegates aball have been so named. Any member not answer-
Ing as his name is called shall be considered to have waived his privilege.

Mr, CLYMER. I ask that the consideration of the resolution be
postponed till to-morrow under the rule.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks that un-
der the rule this resolution shall lie over one day, That is the gen-
tleman’s right. The Chair wounld suggest that the resolution be
printed in the REcorp. The Chair hears no objeetion.

Mr. NEWBERRY. I desire to snggest an amendment.

The SPEAKER. That may be done when the resolution comes
before the House for action.

Mr. NEWBERRY. Ishould like to suggest now that the consider-
ation of bills on the Speaker’s table be included in the resolntion.

The SPEAKER. The committee only included the calendars be-
cause they only wished to recaé:;nize the right as applying to bills
that had aetnally been reported by committees of this House, The
committee thonght in the case of every bill to be considered under
this resolution, as far as possible, there should be a report from & com-
mittee of the House in favor of such bill.

RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. REAGAN. I rise to a privileged question. I desire to report
back from the Committee on Commerce the bill (H. R. No. 7104
making appropriations for the construction, completion, repair, an
preservation of certain works on rivers and harbors, and for other
purposes.

The SPEAKER. What action does the gentleman desire ?

'Mr. REAGAN. I move that the bill be referred to the Committes
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and I give notice that I shall,
when the morning hour is throngh, move that the House go into Com-
mittee of the Whole to consider the bill,

Mr. CLYMER. I reserve all points of order.

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union. I

ORDER OF DUBINESS.

Mr. ATKINS. I hope the gentleman from Texas will not press the
river and harbor bill this muminq. s

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that he will recognize the
gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. ATKINS, ] the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, because the gentleman from Tennessee
some days ago gave notice to the House that he wounld to-day move
to proceed to the consideration of the legislative bill.

Mr. ATKINS. I move to dispense with the morning hour, my ob-
ject being to take up the legislative appropriation bill.

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to state—

The SPEAKER. Priority of business is not debatable.

Mr. REAGAN. 1 know that; but I wish tosuggest to the Speaker
here are two bills standing on equal nnd represented by commit-
tees of equal dignity coming before the House, The Committes on
Commerce presented this bill—

The SPEAKER. That is in the nature of debate.

Mr, REAGAN. But because the gentleman from Teunessee gave
notice that he wonld call up another bill the Speaker chooses to give
priority to the bill reported from the Committes on Appropriations.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS] had
given notice to the House that he would call up that bill to-day.

Mr. ATKINS, I trust I may be allowed a word of reply. As the
Speaker has already stated, I gave notice last week I would this morn-
ing call up the legislative appropriation bill; and I do not think the

tleman from Texasshould make remarks of the character in which
e has indulged.

The BPEA§ER. The gentleman from Texas has no right to com-
I[).hin of the action of the Chair in recognizing the ’Fant eman from

ennessee. The notice was given in open House. The Chair thinks
that the legislative appropriation bill should have preference under
the circumstances. The gentleman from Texas had on yesterday an
opportunity to bring the river and barbor bill before the Honse. The
gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATEINS] moves that the morning hour
of to-day be djsgl?nsed with.

Mr, FROST. The gentleman from Tennessee yields to me for a mo-
ment to call up from the Speaker’s table the Senate bill No, 781 and to
ask that it may be put on its passage.

Mr. ROBESON. ill the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS]
iield to me afterward to call up a bill? That is what I want to

NoOWwW.

Many MEMBERS. Regular order!

The SPEAKER. The regular order i demanded, which is the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Tennesssee [ Mr. ATKIxS] to dipense with
the morning hour for reports of committees.

The motion was agreed to, two-thirds voting in favor thereof.

Several MEMBERS. Regularorder!

Mr. GOODE. Will the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS]
yield to me for a moment ?

The SPEAKER. The regular order has been called for.

Mr. GOODE. I think not since the morning hour was dispensed

with.
The SPEAKER. It was, and but a moment since.
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. \

Mr. ATKINS. I now report from the Committee on Appropriations
the bill (H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations for the legislativ
execntive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the ﬁsc.:i
year ending June 30, 1882, and for other pur , and move that it
be reéferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BURROWS. I desire to reserve all points of order on the bill.

The SPEAKER. They will be reserved.

ORDEE OF BUSINESS.

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to give notice that in Committes of the
Whole I will antagonize the legislative appropriation bill with the
river and harbor a}ipropriation bill.

Mr. COX. And I desire to call up the unfinished business, being
the apportionment bill, which I hope may be finished to-day.

Mr. ATKINS. Well, we will have to fight it out in Committee of
the Whole. I move that the House now resolve itself into Committee
of the Whole, my purpose being to proceed with the consideration of
the legislative appropriation bill.

Mr. ?I'{EA" GAN. And in Committee of the Whole I shall insist upon

ing on with the river and harbor appropriation bill.

Mr. ATKINS. That is all right.

- Mr, REAGAN. I desire to inquire if the order has been made to
refer the river and harbor appropriation bill to the Committee of the
‘Whole on the state of the Union

The SPEAKER. The bill was referred to the Committee of the
‘Whole on the state of the Union, and all points of order on the bill
were reserved,

- hM;. MCLANE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry of the
air.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. McLANE. Not to embarrass my friend from Tennessee [ Mr.
ATRINS] or the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, [ Mr. REA-
GAN,] I desire to know whether the bill which the chairman of the
Committee on Commerce pro d to report to the House has been

pose
received and referred to the Committee of the Whole
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The SPEAKER. It has been, on the motion of the gentleman from
Texas, [Mr. REaGAN,] and all points of order on the bill were re-
served by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [ Mr. CLYM;R.I}T

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman.

Mr. SPRINGER. If the House shall now resolve itself into Com-
mistee of the Whole on the state of the Union, can the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] antagonize in the committes the bill of
the gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. ATRINS 7] Under the rules we
must in committee consider the bills in the order in which they are
apon the Calendar.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause the rale to be read ; clause
9, Rule XVI.

Mr. COX. I want the Chair to remember that I have raised the

estion of consideration for the purpose of going on with the appor-
gnmmm bill as unfinished business.

Mr. ATKINS. I sn t to my friend from New York {Mr. Cox]
to allow us to go into Committee of the Whole, and we will fight it
out on that line.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will cause both rules to be read, appli-
cable to the controversy, between the genfleman from Tennessee
[Mr. ATkiNs] and the gentleman from New York, [Mr, Cox.]

The Clerk read clause 4 of Rule XXIV, as follows:

After the hour shall have heen devoted to reports from committees, it shall be
in order to to the consideration of the unfinished business in which the
House ma¥ have been engaged at anhalﬂomment and at the same time each da
thereafter, other than the first and t Mondays, until dis; of ; and it shall
be in order to proceed to the consideration of all other unfinished business when-
aver the class of business to which it belongs shall be in order.

The Clerk also read clause 9 of Rule XVI, as follows:

At any time after the expiration of the morning hour it shall be in order to move
that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union for the purpose of considering bills raising revenne or general appro-
priation bills.

The SPEAKER. Under the clause of the rule which has just been
read the Chair is bound to recognize the gentleman from Tennessee
[Mr. ATRINS] to submit a moticn to go into Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering a specific
bill, a general appropriation bill. Should that motion be voted
down, the Chair wonld then recognize the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. REAGAN] or the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] to move
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on
the river and harber bill, or to call up the unfinished business re-
spectively, should thére be no intervening motion having a higher
privilege than the river and harbor bill or the unfinished business.

Mr. f‘?‘KINS. I submit the motion to go into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union to consider the legislative appro-
priation bill.

Mr. FRYE. Will the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS]
yield to me on a matter of privilege, to submit an order tonching the
use of the galleries of the House during to-morrow’s proceedings?

Mr. ATKINS. I will do so if I can in order.

The SPEAKER. It can be done by unanimons consent.

Mr. FRYE. It will take bot & moment.

The SPEAKER. The order will be read.

ADMISSION TO GALLERIES OF THE HOUSE.
I will read the order:

Mr. FRYE.
Ordered, That on Wednesday, Febroary 9, thewhole of the east shall be
reserved for the use of the families of :I:g bers of the S %ﬁgo House

and their visitors. The Doorkeeper shall strictly enforce this order.

I offer this at the request of the Committes on Rules.

Mr. BROWNE. The latter portion of the order should be changed
80 as to secure ualitg among members as nearly as possible.

Mr. BUCKNER. The east galleries will not accommodate all the
families of members. Isuggest that they be admitted to the space
in the rear of the seats.

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that has never been done dur-
ing the nmeedtliﬁ; ttending an electoral count.

r. VALENTINE., Will the construction of that order be to admit
the families of members on the Speaker’s pass, or on the passes of
the members themselves ¥

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes not on the Speaker’s pass.

Mr. VALENTINE. If it is meant that under tY:ei: resolution per-
sons are to be admitted upon the red tickets which members have
already given out, there are enongh persons now in the city hold-
ing such tickets to more than fill the galleries mentioned ; and they
:h be filled so early that the families of members will have no

ance.

The SPEAKER. Those tickets admit persons to the visitors’ gal-

—not to the galleries intended for members’ families. The reso-
lution proposes no restrietion, as the Chair understands, in regard to
the members’ ery on the left.

Mr. PHILIPS. I wish to inquire how, under the o tion of this
resolution, the doorkeepers are to ascertain who are the families and
visitors of members. As iswell understood, there are now out a great
many ug)&mea given to varions parties by members. It seems to me
that this resolution ought to be accompanied with some provision for
the issue of new passes for this occasion.

Mr. DIBRELL., How many passes will each
sentative be allowed to give

\
Senator and Repre-

Mr, FRYE. Ithink gentlemen of the House do nof understand the
effect of thisresolution. It proposes that the gallery on the eastside
gﬁ hh:ﬁ?ﬁl be rﬁwrved foé the famgllies of mambarsinand l:vinit.oi'lu to

8 ilies. very gentleman sending any person into that e
will do so upon the pledge on his honorgthat the person is a mg:mbg
of his family or a visitor to his family. I am sorry to say that in this

t members have not adhered to the intention of the rule; and
it has been necessary to issue strict orders to the Doorkeeper to en-
force the rnle. No member has had the right to issue a pass to the
gallery appropriated to families of members and their visitors. Prop-
erly, under the rules, admission there is obtained only npon a card
Eiamu by the Speaker of the House for the use of the family of a mem-

r. Now this gallery here on the west side of the Hall has been re-
served for the use of members ; and they have been entitled to issue

passes to it. Under this proposed order members will still have the
right to give to that gallery. The diplomatic gallery is of
COTLISe Tese for members of the diplomatic corps; so that mem-

bers will see how much of our galleries will be left for the general
public. If members of the House and the Senate will themselves ob-
serve the requirements of this order and send fo the gallery indicated
none others than their families and visitors to their families, there
will be am}s!a TOOm.

Mr. O'NEILL. What is to become of visitors in the city who are
not visitors to the families of members of Congress ?

Mr. FRYE, (exhibiting a card.) There is a pass of the Speaker
issued to the family of a member, and every member is entitled to
one such card. It is signed by the Speaker, and is called the Speaker's

ass.

4 Mr. O'NEILL. I think to-morrow should be a day specifically
given to the people who have come to this capital to witness the
count, and that we should not restrict too much the use of the gal-
leries. There are many people in the city not visiting the families
of members of Congress who desire to be present here to-morrow,
and I think we should recognize that they have some right to be
accommodated.

Mr. PHILIPS. My suggestion had reference to the fact that passes
may now be out in the possession of parties not entitled to entrance
to that gallery. Hence it might be proper to have the doorkeepers
instroncted to permit no one to enter that gallery exeept upon a pass
of this date. This would effectnally prevent the abuse which gen-
tlemen complain of.

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that admission to the
front bench of the members’ gallery has been placed at the dispusal
of the Speaker; but he has not confined such admission to members
of his family and visitors of his family. He has issned cards of ad-
mission over and over again to members having as guests distin-
guished gentlemen from their districts, whom there was no other way
to accommodate. He has also several times given admission to that
bench to members of the British Parliament, because he was not able
under the rule to ask consent to bring such persons on the floor.

Mr. BREWER. I think the resolution should be amended so asto
provide that not exceeding five persons shall be admitted npon any
one pass.

4 M}-;: PRICE. That will be ten times as many as there will be room
0T,

Mr. BREWER. It is understood very well that without some re-
strietion of #his kind there are members of this House who would
almost fill one of those galleries with citizens of Washington, bring-
ing them in as members of their families. I have seen it done fre-
quently; and it will be done to-morrow unless we adopt some pro-
vision to prevent it. We do not want those seats filled so that the
wives or families of members cannot find accommodation.

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that an average of one per-
son for each Senator and member would fill the space thus far sug-

ted.

geg{r‘ BREWER. Unless we adopt a limitation of this kind, those
galleries will be filled by those who will enter upon the passes of not
exceeding twenty members.

The SPEAKER. An average of five persons to each Senator or
member would make near two thonsand persons.

Mr. BREWER. I suggest that a certain limited number of tickets
be issned to each member and each Senator.

Mr. BAILEY. Can this resolution be amended ¥

The SPEAKER. It can be; the resolution is before the House,

Mr. BAILEY. I move to amend by striking out the words “and
their visitors.”
The SPEAKER. The Chairentertains that amendment. The gen-

tleman from New York moves to amend the resolution so that prac-
tically the right of admission shall be restricted to the immediate
families of members or Senators. . Yaed:

Mr. BROWNE. I think we had better leave the galleries in just
the condition in which they are now left by the rules. The rale ad-
mits members, their families, and the visitors of their families to the
galleries provided on the east side of the Hall; and members may
give passes to the members’ gallery on the west side. We cannot
now undertake to adjust these differences in a dw;;s satisfactory to all
members of the Honse. There are two hun and ninety-three
members, and I believe eight delegates, makinf over three hundred.
If each of these three hundred gentlemen should issue a pass to bat
one person these galleries would be filled. I think, therefore, we had
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better let those who can obtain, under the rule, admission to the
members’ gallery do so, leaving the residue of these galleries open to
the general publie, of whom the most vigilant will obtain seats, while
the others will be excluded.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I think this matter is already well regn-
lated. If you allow the word * visitors” to go into that resolution
the result will be that it will embrace the whole country. Members
who have no wives here, who have no families, will be allowed to is-
sue as many passes as they please to their lady friends, and the result
will be that gallery will be crowded with people who are in nowise
connected with a member or his family. There are enongh of ladies
in this city now who are of the families of members to fill that gal-
lery, and 1 trust that change will not be made. Youn will find before
eight o'clock to-morrow morning, if this resolution is adopted, that
those galleries will be filled with visitors, and when members’ wives
come here they will not be allowed to enter. I move to lay the res-
olution on the table.

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope the gentleman will withdraw that and
allow the whole subject to be referred to the Committee on Rules,
with instroctions to act in the matter as they may think fit. That
will give general satisfaction. The Committee on Rules can takesuch
measures as they deem fit.

Mr. HILL. I have no objection to that.

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Ohio withdraws the motion
to lay upon the table, and allows me to move the reference of the
whole subject to the Committee on Rules, to take such action as seems
to them fit.

Mr. ROBESON.

word.
thllr. 'é‘]OWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to lay the whole subject on

e table.

Mr. ROBESON. Let me make asoggestion. That gallery will hold
gerhaps four hundred people. I donotexactly know how many—say

ve hundred people. By giving to each member a limited number
of tickets, to dispose of to whom he pleases, to his family, if he wishes,
to his friends, if he prefers, then you will be absolutely fair, and each
man will enjoy equal rights through his representatives there. Imove
as an amendment that three tickets be issued to each member of this
House and three to each member of the SBenate, signed by the Speaker,
for admittance to that gallery to-morrow, and that no other tickets
be recognized.

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the Committee on
Rules have considered this subject.

Several MEMBERS. Three tickets are too many to each Member
and Senator. The gallery will not hold that number.

The SPEAKER. That will make twelve hundred tickets, and thers
i8 no room for more than four hundred, if properly accommodated,
in the epace mentioned.

Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw the word * three” and make it *“ two.”

Several MEMBERS. Make it one.

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to refer the whole subject to the Com-
mittee on Rules.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain that motion.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. And I move to lay the whole sub-
ject upon the table.

The motion of Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, was disagreed to.

Mr. SPRINGER. 1 ask now to have a vote on my motion to refer
the whole subject to the Committee on Rules, with the power to take
such action as in their judﬁment may seem best.

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to state that the Committee on
Rules have considered this subject—

Mr. McCOOK. I hope the Chair will give to the House a parlia-
mentary definition of the word “family.” [Laughter.]

The SPEAKER. It is not within the scope of duty of the Chair
to doso. [Laughter.] 3

Mr. SPRINGER. I think some provision should be made for issn-
ing tickets for all the galleries to-morrow.

e SPEAKER. The question will be on the motion of the gentle-
man from Illinois, to refer the whole subject to the Committee on
Rules to take such action as to them may seem best.

Mr. FRYE. What is the use of doing that? The Committee on
Rules cannot meet to-day and make report, and this whole provision
will have to be made to-morrow by ten or eleven o’clock.

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw my motion to refer to the Commit-
tee on Runles.

Mr. ROBEBON. I now move my amendment. .

The SPEAKER. The question now recars on the motion of the
gentleman from New York, [ Mr. BAILEY,] to strike ont so mach of the
resolution as refers to the admission of visitors. The resolution will
be read as it will etand if amended.

Mr. FRYE. I desire to su t to the gentleman from New York
to modify his amendment so the Speaker shall issue to each member
two cards of admittance, and that only persons holding these cards
shall be admitted.

Mr. ROBESON. That is right.

Mr. BAILEY. I withdraw my amendment.

Mr. ROBESON. 1 also withdraw my amendment.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Maine. The Clerk will read the resolution as it will
stand if amended as proposed.

With the gentleman’s permission, I wish to say a

The Clerk read as follows:

Ordered, That on Wednesday, February 9, the whole east gallery shall be re-
served for the vse of families embers and Benators, and their visitors, and the
Doorkeeper shall strictly enforce this order. The Speaker shall issue to each fam-
ily two cards of admission.

Mr. SPRINGER. That shonld read “ member.”

Mr. FRYE. Noj; the original order runs to the family and this
may as well run to the family, no matter if some ganl;'lamen are
unfortunate enongh not to have families. [Launghter.]

Mr. McCOOK. I do not wish any provision which will exclude me
from the privileges accorded to any other member.

Mr. FRYE. The gentleman has all those privileges under the res-
olution as proposed. :

Mr. McCOOK. The original resolution unquestionably did not ; but
what it may be after it is amended as proposed, or whether I would
or would not have that ¥rivilege, I am unable to see.

Mr. BOWMAN. Can I move an amendment {

The SPEAKER. It depends upon whether it is in order or not.

Mr. FRYE. I will amend the resolution still further by adding to
it the words, “to each Benator and member of the House of Repre-
sentatives.” [Cries of “ That is right!”]

Mr. BOWMAN. The amendment I pro to offer is this, and it
seems to me to be one that there will be no objection to, that as many
tickets be printed as there are places in the whole eastern gallery,
and divided equally between Senators and members of the House o
Representatives. [Cries of “Oh, no!”] |

Mr. SAMFORD. What will be the effect of the resolution as now

proposed 1

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the resulf of the first resolution
will set apart the whole eastern gallery for the use of the Senators
and Members and their families, and this puts a limitation upon the
admission of Members and Senators to two tickets, and no one wonld
be admitted without such ticket.

Mr. FRYE. That practically does so now, in the manner in which
I originally presented it.

Mr. ROBESON. I wish to ask a question, whether the whole east-
ern gallery is included from the reporters’ line—

The SPEAKER. It is not; that is part of the sonthern gallery.

Mr. ROBESON. Imove that the words “eastern gallery ” be so
construed as to include that portion of the sonth gallery east of the
"o SPEAKER. e resolution aa praposed will be read again.

8 . The resolution as pro i read agai

The Clerk read as follows: e

That on Wednesda ruary
m%rr?:idf'or tll:: use of the fnﬁ:}:o{ . t.hg :rl‘lgla - t’l'mgsf‘ﬁw n‘han‘;ia
their visitors. The Doorkeeper shall strictly enforce this order. The Speaker
shall issne to each Senator and member of the Honse of Representatives two cards
of admission, and only persons holding those cards shall be admitted.

The SPEAKER. That gives to each Senator and Member the right
to seat two persons in the east g:.llary.

Mr. BSPARKS. It won't hold half of them.

li[r SPRINGER. I desire to offer the following additional pro-
V1S100. »

Mr. ATKINS. Irise to aquestion of order. I hope th
from Maine [ Mr. FrRYE] will withdraw his resolution and
ceed to public business.

Mr. ROBESON. Oh, no; if he does, I will renew it.

Several MeEMBERS, Let the resolution be again read.

The resolution was again read.

Mr. ROBESON. I move to amend the resolution as reported by
inserting after the words * east gallery ”’ the words “ and sach portion
of the south gallery as lies east of the reporters’ gallery.” [Cries of
“That is right!”]

The amendment was to.

Mr. BURROWS. I wish to inguire whether it is the intention of
the mover of this resolution to exclude the Delegates who have seata
on the floor ¥

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent the word Delegates will
be inserted.

There was no objection.

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask that my amendment be read.

The Clerk read as follows:

And provided that the other galleries be reserved for those having members' -
passes,

Mr. SAMFORD. I wish to inquire if under the resolution proposed
any t:g? else except the families of Members and Senators can be ad-
mit

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. That of course must be
on the honor of the Member or Senator himself. The Doorkeeperin
such a crowd could not distinguish between those persons entitled
and those who are not entitled under this resolntion.

Mr. SAMFORD. I asked the question to get the construction of
the Chair npon it, as there seems to be some difference of opinion
among the gentlemen around me.

Mr, TALBOTT. I wish toask a question. Suppose a member has
two tickets for which he has no special use and desires to give them
to some member who has more than two members in his family,
would it be a violation of the order to do that? .

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not.

Mr, SPRINGER. The object of the provision which I have sent

ﬁntlaman
t us pro-
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to the desk is to allow a portion of the gallery to be set apart forthe
use of members who desire to give passes to friends who may be visit-
ing in the city. As it is now only a very small portion of the gallery
is set apart for that _thrpom

The SPEAKER. e question is on the amendment suggested by
the gentleman from Illinois.

The amendment was not a to.

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to.

Mr. FRYE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. ATKINS. I now move that the Hounse resolve itself into Com-
mittes of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purposg of con-
sidering the legislative appropriation bill.

Mr. COX. Before that motion is put I desire to say to the House
that on next Thursday——

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order.

Mr. COX. I do not propose to debate anything. I am eimply
making an announcement to the House. I wish to state that I will
waive the question of consideration to-day if the gentleman from
Tennessee desires to go on with the appropriation bill, with the un-
derstanding that I shall bring up the apportionment bill on Thurs-
day morning next, after the morning hour.

Mr. ATKINS. 1 desire to say——

The SPEAKER. Debate is nof in order.

Mr. ATKINS. I merely wish the same privilege the gentleman
from New York had.

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not wish to allow any privilege,
as no debate is in order on this question.

Mr. ATKINS., I wantto say, lest it might be taken as a tacit un-
derstanding on my parf, if I remained silent, that I will press the
consideration of the legislative appropriation bill on Thursday next.
I desire to give notice to the House that on Thursday I shall en-
deavor to proeeed with the consideration of this appropriation bill

Mr. COX. Then I give notice that I will contest it by raising the

. question of consideration on the apportionment bill.

Mr. HOUSE. Irise to make a parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. COX. I shall insist on the question of consideration to-day.
Mr., HOUSE. I understand the gentleman from Tennessee has

moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union to consider the legislative appropriation bill.
Can t.he' gentleman from New York now raise the question of consid-
eration 7.

The SPEAKER. The way to raise the question of consideration
under the rule would be to vote down the proposition.

Mr. HOUSE. Of the gentleman from Tennessee ?

The SPEAKER. Yes.

Mr. HOUSE. All right.

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. REAGAN. Is the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee
merely to go into Committee of the Whole or to go into Committee of
the Whole to consider a particular bill

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman from Tennessee
under clause 9 of Rule XVI has the right to indicate the particular
bill that he wants the House to go into Committee of the Whole to
consider. The Clerk will read that clanse.

The Clerk read as follows :

At any time after the expiration of the morning hour it shall be in order to move
that the House resolve itzelf into the Committee of the Whole Hounse on the state
of the Union for the purpose of considering bills raising revenue or general appro-
priation bills,

The SPEAKER. When the House was acting on business from the
Ways and Means Committee the chairman of that committee always,
withont controversy, moved that the House go inte Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Union to consider the particular bill,
the funding bill for instance.

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to call the attention of the Chair to clanse
7 of Rule XI, whers it is provided :

- The Committes on Commerce shall have the same privilege in reporting billa
making appropriations for the improvement of rivers and harbors as is accorded
to the Committes on Appropriations in reporting general appropriation bills.

The BPEAKER. The Chair has not denied that right to the Com-
mittes on Commerce in any particnlar, but merely gave preference
to the Appropriations Committee because of former notice,

Mr. REAGAN. If the Chair will allow me one moment, I wish to
sgxg this: if the motion is to go into Committee of the Whole to con-
& er ? particular bill, I desire to know it that I may now antago-

ze it.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s remedy is to try to vote down
the proposition. If it shonld be voted down, the Chair wounld then
accord to the Committee on Commerce the same right as is now ac-
corded to the Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. REAGAN. Then I ask the Honse to vote down the pending
roposition, and give notice that I shall thereafter move that the
ouse resolve itself into Committes of the Whole for the purpose of

considering the river and harbor bill.

The question being taken on the motion of Mr, ATKINS, the affirm-
ative vote was 109.

Mr, McLANE. I rise to s parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. Before hearing the gentleman’s inquiry, the Chair
wonld prefer to finish the count.

Mr. McLANE. My inquiry might influence the count.

The negative vote was then counted ; and there were noes 82.

Mr. MCLANE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. McLANE. Iintend to call for the yeas and nays on this vote,
but before I do so I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry, I desire
to lmow whether the ruling of the Chair npon the ninth clause of
Rule XVI excludes the Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union from exercising its discretion 1

The SPEAKER. The Chair has never decided what the Commit-
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union shall do.

Mr. McLANE. I understood the Chair to rale distinetly—

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not role as to any proceeding in
the Committes of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. McLANE. I understood the Chair to rule distinctly that the
gentleman from Tennessee had the right—

The SPEAKER. The gentleman misunderstood the Chair; and
there was nothing in the Janguage of the Chair that would give a
semblance tosuch a proposition. The Chair rules in the House. The
Committee of the Whole controls its own action.

Mr. MCLANE. I beg pardon if I am not understood by the Chair;
but I understood the Chair to rule that the gentleman from Tennes-
see had the right to indicate what bill should be taken up in Com-
mittee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER. That is vight, That is in the Honse. The Com-
mittee of the Whole must work out its own difficulties.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Pending the annonncement of the resnlt of the vote on the motion
of Mr. ATKINS,

Mr. COFFROTH, from the Committes on Enrolled Bills, reported
that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of
the following title; when the Speaker signed the same :

A bill (8. No. 939) to amend the law relative to the seizure and
forfeiture of vessels for breach of the revenune laws.

Mr. WARD, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resola-
tion and bills of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the
BamMe I

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 383) to provide for publishing an edi-
tion of Hayden’s Atlas of Colorado ; ’

A bill (H. R. No. 45906) authorizing the survey of parts of certain
townships in Crawford County, Wisconsin, and making an appro-
priation therefor ;

A bill (H R. No. 735) for the relief of Dr. John Blankenship ;

A bill (H. R. No. 708) for the relief of A. B. Rowden ;

A Dbill (H. R. No. 7098) making an appropriation for the flooring
of the National Museum ;

A bill (H. R. No. 6527) to t to corporate authorities of the cify
of Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, for public nses, a certain lake
known as Carr Lake, situated near said city ; and

A bill (H. R. No. 6229) to nt the right of way for railroad pur-
poses throngh certain lands of the United States in Richmond County,
New York.

RELIEF OF JEANNETTE EXPEDITION.

Mr, WHITTHORNE. I ask ananimous consent to take from the
Spealker’s table the bill (S. No. 2131) appropriating money, to be nsed
under the direction of the Navy Department, to prosecute a search for
the steamer Jeannette of the arctic exploring expedition, and move
that the same be referred to the Committes on Appropriations with
instructions to report back the same during the present week.

The SPEAKER. That requires unanimous consent.

There was no objection, and it was go ordered.

TAX ON BANK CAPITAL AND DEPOSITS, ETC. L

The SPEAKER, by onanimous consent, laid before the House a
resolufion of the board of directors of the Merchants’ Exchange of
Saint Louis, recommending the repeal of the special taxes levied upon
the capital and deposits of banks and bankers, and also the special
tax upon bank checks; which was referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

EXECUTOR OF WALTER R. IRWIN.

' The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse a letter from the Secre-
tary of the Interior, recommending an appropriation of §317 for the
payment of the executor of Walter R. Irwin; which was referred to
the Committes on Appropriations.

CENSUS OFFICE BUILDING.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Sec-
retary of the lnterior, recommending an appropriation of $5,000 for
the rent of the building ocenpied by the Census Office; which was
referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY.

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse a letter from the Secre-
tary of War, relative to the pay of the master armorer of the Spring-
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field armory; which was referred to the Committee-on Appropria-
tions.

SURVEY OF RIVERS IN NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary
of War, transmitting report of the surveys of Black and other rivers
in South Carolina, and of Cape Fear and other rivers in North Caro-
lina ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered
to be printed.

NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH.

The SPEAKER also 1aid before the House a letter from the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, transmitting the report of the National Board
of Health for the quarter ending December 31, 1880 ; which was re-
ferred to the Select Committee on the origin, introduction, and pre-
vention of Epidemiec Diseases in the United States.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The SPEAKER. The vote nupon the motion of the gentleman from
Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] was—ayes 109, noes 82. The motion is
agreed to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CARLISLE in the chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union. -

Mr. ATKINS. I ask consent that the first and formal reading of
the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation bill be dis-
pensed with.

Mr. REAGAN. I move to take up the river and harbor appropria-
tion bill, which precedes that bill on the Calendar.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the order under which the
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of
the Union, after which the Chair will consider and decide what can
be done under that order.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. ATEIx8 moved that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union to consider the bill (0. R. No. 7101) making appropriations
for the legislative, exeentive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal

ear ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes.
Which said motion was agreed to.

Mr. REAGAN. The objection I make to taking np the legislative
appropriation bill at this time is that no order of the Hounse can chan
the rales of the House. Under the rales the Committee of the Whole
must decide its order of proceedings. The rule of the House cannot
be changed by an order of the House, except by unanimous consent,
or on one day’s notice. The order of the Honse was to go into Com-
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the order of busi-
ness in Committee of the Whole prescribed by the rules of the Honse
cannot be changed by a simple order of the House in contravention
of the rules.

I will state further that, as I understand it,the river and harbor
appropriation bill stands upon the Calendar of the Committee of the
Whole ahead of the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation
bill. Now, I have no personal desire to antagonize the ?e-gislst.ive,
executive, and jndicial apﬁmpris.tion bill; but in the present condi-
tion of the business of the House we consider that the river and harbor
appropriation bill should be first censidered and disposed of. We
desire such action as will not injure public interests by defeating the
bill making appropriations for river and harbor improvements.

Mr. ATKINS. 1hope the Committee of the Whole will sustain the
order which the Honse has made and take up fo; consideration the
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation®bill. That is the
great pay bill of the Government ; its appropriations are to carry on
the varions Departments of the Government; and it is therefore a
far more important bill than the riverand harbor appropriation bill,
I voted yesterday with the gentleman for the river and harbor ap-
propriation bill; so far as that is concerned, I have no antagonism
whatever to it. But I am unwilling that the river and harbor bill,
having bad its chance, should now be allowed to come in and dis-
place the legislative appropriation bill. Ihope that members on both
sides of the House will agree now to take up this great pay bill which
carries on all the Departments of the Government, withont which
there must be an extra session of Congress.

- Mr. REAGAN. This river and barbor appropriation bill oceupies
snch a position that if its consideration and passage are delayed until
the third Monday of this month there will be but nine working days
of the session left, and it is donbtful whether the Senate will then
have sufficient time to act upon it. Besides, under the ruling of the
Speaker, the chances are that the Committes on Commerce would
not be recognized on that day; it could not be if the Chair should
adbere to the ruling he has made. Therefore, I tell the members of
this Honse now that in my juodgment the decision we shall make
upon this question will determine whether we are to have any river
and harbor bill or not.

Mr. ATKINS. Ithink thatin two or three days we can get through
with this legislative appropriation bill if we work steadily at it.
And certainly two or three days will not defeat the river and harbor
appropriation bill, if we can get throngh at all.

Mr. LOUNSBERY. I rise to a point of order.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. LOUNSBERY. My point of order is that the order of the House

confines the action of this Committee of the Whole to a particular
bill and it has not power to act upon any other bill. .

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was about to decide the point of
order, and to snggest to the gentleman from Texas [Mr, REAGAN] the
only way in the judgment of the Chair in which the order of the
House can be avoided.

It is undoubtedly true that the Committee of the Whole on the
state of the Union bears the same relation tothe House that every other
committee does, and is bound just as much as any other committee
is bound by any order or instrnetion which the House may give if.
It is not in the power of the chairman of the committee, or of the com-
mittee itself, to overrnle an order which the House has made, no
matter what the chairman or the committee may think of the propri-
ety of that order. Therefore, the House having resolved itself into
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of
considering a particular bill, the chairman of the committee cannot
lay before the committee for its comsideration any other bill. If
gentlemen are dissatisfied with that order of the House, a motfion
that the committee rise may be made and entertained ; and if agmed.

‘to, then, when in the Honse, the order may be made that the House

may resolve itself into Committee of the Wholo on the state of the
Union ’1genemlly, in which event the motion made by the gentleman
from Texas in regard to the river and harbor appropriation bill
wonld be in order; or it may resolve itself into Committee of the
‘Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the
river and harbor appropriation bill or any other bill pending in the
committee. The sense of the Honse may be taken in that way, and
when its will has been expressed the committee must obey it; and
this is all that the Chair decides on the point now made.

Mr. REAGAN. I will submit that motion.

Mr. McLANE. Before the motion is made that the committee rise
I desire the indulgence of the Chair, if he will hear me for one mo-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. Cerfainly.

Mr. MCLANE. Isubmit to the Chair, not with a view especially
to this question, because the gentleman from Texas has indicated
his intention to pursye another course, but in view of the rules of
the House and its practice, I desire to submit to the Chair—

rﬁir.'H&YES. Has not the Chair already decided this question of
ordaer

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from Maryland asks permis-
sion to be heard.

Mr. ATKINS. I object.

Mr. REAGAN. I move that the committee rise.

Mr. SPRINGER. Irise to a question of order, I ask the Clerk to
read clanse 4 of Rule XXIII, on page 181 of the Mannal.

The CHAIRMAN. Forwhat parpose doesthe gentleman desire the
rule to beread ? The Chair has decided the question of order.

Mr. SPRINGER. This rale provides—

Mr. ATKINS. Does the gentleman appeal from the decision of the
Chair? If not, I make the point of order that he is ont of order.

Mr. SPRINGER. I have risen to a question of order.

The CHAIRMAN., The gentleman will please state his question of

order.

Mr. SPRINGER. My point is that the House is now in Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the consideration of bills
in that commifttee, and that clanse 4 of Rule XXIIT is to govern onr
proceedings. I read that clause:

In Committees of tho Whole House, busineas on their calendars shall be taken
up in regular order, except bills for raising revenue, general appropriation bille,
and bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors, which shall have p ence,
and when objection is made to the consideration of any bill or proposition, the

ittee shall th pon rise and report such objection to the House, which shall
decide, withoutdebate, whether snch bill or proposition shall ba idered or

aside for the present; wherenpon the committee shall resums its sitting withoat
forther order of the H

ouse.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has just decided that if the House
had resolved itself into Committee of the Whole generally, that rule
would govern; but when the House has given the committee an order
the committee must follow that order.

Mr. SPRINGER. The Chair will pardon me for saying that it is
not in order to move to go into Committee of the Whole for the con-
sideration of a particular bill except by nnanimouns consent.

The CHAIRMAN. That was a question for the House; the Com-
mittee of the Whole cannof overrule the action of the House.

Mr. BLOUNT. I demand the regular order.

The CHAIRMAN. The regunlar order being demanded, the ques-
ttizn is on the motion of the gentleman from Texas, that the commit-

rise.

The question being taken, there were—ayes 63, noes 93.

Mr. REAGAN. I call for tellers.

Tellers were not ordered.

8o the motion that the committee rise was not

agreed to.

Mr. REAGAN. Can an ap];.'eu.l be taken from the decision of the
Chair? [Cries of “Too late!”]

The CHAIRMAN. Of course it is too late under the rules to take
an appeal; but the Chair wounld be well satisfied to have the appeal
taken and decided.

Mr. KENNA. I hope the gentleman from Texas will not take an

a.p&real. ;
. HARRIS, of Virginia. I think that under the circumstances,
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the committee acting under the instrnction of the House to consider
a ptinicnlar' bill, the Chair would have no right to entertain an ap-

PMr. REAGAN. That is the very point of the question.
Mr. ATKINS. I make the point that it is too late to take an

appeal.
l)T]:m CHATRMAN. The point is made that the appeal comes too
late. The Clerk will proceed to read the bill.
LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL.

The Clerk read as follows:

ill (H. R. No. T101) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and
ugjgn‘l n(fpe%su of thg Guvm'gmentforthoﬂml year andm,gJ:'nnao. IEB?: and
'or other purposes.

Mr. ATKINS. I ask unanimous consent that the first reading of
the bill for information be dispensed with.

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly.

Mr. ATKINS. Mr.Chairman, after the waste of an hour of precious
time this morninf I do not feel disposed to make any extended re-
marks on this bill. If the House will give me its ear, I think I can
in from three to five minutes, give some idea of the differences be-
tween the present bill and the law making np]i:'opriations for the leg-
islative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the
current year.

The estimates for this bill amount to $17,771,857. The bill appro-

iates §17,181,001. The estimates exceed the appropriations in the
gﬁ] by the sum of $§590,766. The appropriations proposed in this bill
exceed those embraced in the law for the current year by the sum of
#879,885. The appropriations for the current year aggregate £16,301,-
205. The increase of $579,885 in the present bill over the appropria-
tion act for the current year consists prinecipally of ine s?ipro-
priations for the Internal Revenue Department. For salariesand ex-

enses of collectors and deputy collectors in that department there
is an inerease of §50,000 ; for salaries of agents and surveyors and their
expenses, an increase of $400,000; and for dies, paper, and stamps,
§67,000, aggregating $517,000,

It is estimated that the internal revenue during the coming year
will reach the enormous snm of §135,000,000, requiring additional col-
lectors, clerks, and other employés of every description and varions
increased expenses to collect this additional amount of revenue.
There is & considerable increase of distilleries, tobacco factories, &e.

Then, sir, the increased expenses of Congress amount to nearly
$58,000 on account of provision being made for a long session instead
of a short one. For the independent treasury there is an increase of
a little over $50,000, of which, however, £50,000 is intended for the re-
issue of United States Treasury notes in place of mutilated notes that
may be bronght in. The appropriations for mints are increased
£23,000. Then there is an increase of $33,000 for expenses of territo-
rial governments in consequence of the repeal of the former law fix-
ing the limit of sessions of territorial Legislatures.

hen I was not here during the present session of Congeaa a bill

was introdoced repealing the act passed a few years ago whic nired
only forty days’ session for the Legislative Assembly of each Terri-
tory, and that time was extended from forty days to sixty days. This
repeal was secured by reference simply to the section of the Revised
Statutes,and withont any other caption it went to the Benate and in
the same way was passed there. I venture tosay thereare not ten men
in this House to-day who know that law was repealed, but so it was
that the law wasrepealed, and by this increase of the sessions of ter-
ritorial Legislatures from forty days to sixty days there has been an
inerease of expense of §33,000, which is appropriated for in this bill,

Then we have increased the Land Office §20,000, and for surveyors-
general and their clerks §15,000. The Pension Office has an increase
of over fourteen thousand dollars. There is a heavy increase for the
Patent Office of over thirty-six thousand dollars. We have increased
the clerical force of the Patent Office thirty-three in number, and we
have also provided for an increase of clerical force in the Post-Office
Department of some twenty-eight. Slight increase has been made
in other respects in the bill.

There are but three or four salaries in this bill that have been in-
creased. In the first place, we have created one new office. The officer,
however, was discharging his duties before, but he was paid in a dif-
ferent wa{]trom that which we now provide. We have put upon the
regular roll what is called a Government actuary. The officer has
been in existence for several years, but paid out of the appropriation
for the standard silver dollar. We now put him on the regualar roll
at a salary of §2,000 a year. He is deemed a n officer by the
Secretary of the Treasury and other officers of the Government.

‘We have put back the salary of the Auditor of Railroads to $5,000,
the sum at which it was fixed in the Thurman bill. It was reduced
1o §3,600 in one of the appropriation bills. The committee are satis-
fied that the duties of that officer are so im t to the Govern-
ment, he having charge of the accounts of the various railroads to
which the Government has given aid, amounting to over one hun-
dred million dollars in which the Government is interested in these
varions roads, we feel it is important we should put this man back to
the formersalary for the reason that he is rather an expert than other-
wise. We have also given an increased salary to his engineer. His
present engineer gets , and we have increased it to §3,000. For
the same reason we have increased the salary of the Auditor of Rail-

roads from $3,600 to $5,000. I believe these are the particular points
wherein this bill changes the former spgroprlntion bill. We have
increased the salary of the chief clerk of the First Assistant of the
Post-Office Department, who has been in service for fifty years. He
began his public service in the same position which he now holds
some fifty years ago under General Jackson, and he has been there
ever since through every successive administration no matter what
the politics may have been. For that venerable Mr. Marr we have
provided that his salary shall be $2,500 in the future ; and these are
the only chan I believe I have stated the material difference
between this bill and the present law.

The CHAIRMAN. If no other member desires to address the com-
mittee in general discussion the bill will now be read by paragraphs
for amendment.

Mr. ATHERTON.
all points of order.

The CHAIRMAN. That has already been done.

The Clerk read as follows:

That the following sums be, and the same are hmby.ﬁﬂpmprlat«i. out of any
money in the not otherwise a © for the

¥ Treasury ompensation

If no other member has doneso I wish to reserve

riated, in
mxuﬂhe flacal year ending June 30, murthaobjm
namely: ¥

LEGISLATIVE.

Senate :
For compensation of Senators, §3580,000.

Mr. DIBRELL. I offer an amendment, Mr. Chairman, to go in
there, covering the Senate as well as the House.

The Clerk read as follows:

After the word * dollars,” in line 11, insert the following :

“Provided, That no Senator or Rep ive in Congress shall be paid his

J%ﬂnguys&aﬂiﬂnd Con until he shall have certified to the
Clerk of the or Sergeant-at-Arms of the House that he has not been absent
from the sittings of the Senate or House during the time for which he demands
pay, except on account of sickness of himself or family; and all absence, other-
wise than for sickness, shall be dedueted from the monthly pay of eaid
Representative." g

Mr, ATKINS. I believe that is the law now, but I have no objec-
tion to the amendment.

Mr, DIBRELL. The law is they shall not have compensation for
absence, but this requires the Sergeant-at-Arms or Clerk of the Sen-
ate to deduct it from their pay. It will save §100,000 a year, as every
wan knows.

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I suggest by the terms of that amend-
ment if a member were absent under the order of the House he
would have to make the same certificate before he could receive his
money.

Mry DIBRELL. He is doing his duty as a member of Congress
when absent under the order of the House, and therefore it does not
npﬁlry to him at all.

. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Will the gentleman amend by saying
absent by order of the House ¥

Mr. KEIFER. Absent on duty, you mean.

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Of course; absent on duty.

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, Not by leave of the Honse.

Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee, Absent by order of the House.

Mr. CLYMER. The order of the House is the leave of the House.

Mr. SPRINGER. Thatonght to be amended by inserting * by leave
of the Honse.”

Mr, DIBRELL. I object to that amendment.

Mr, SPRINGER. This is substantially the law as it now exists.
If you malke it as stringent as it is here it will not be enforced. If
you intend to let this operate upon members who are habitually ab-
sent, (and I presume that is the intention of it,) it should be worded so
as to reach their cases; but the House wonld still have the right to
grant leave of absence to ita members. There are members who with
the approbation of their constituents conld obtain the leave of the
House to their temporary absence. That should not be deducted then.

‘Now, Mr. Speaker, as to the misuse of the term sickness. That has
become a great abnse. What is meant by sickness? What is to be
understood ascovering that term? When we have a call of the House
at nights the excuses given for absent members would seem to indi-
cate that three-fourths of onur members are under the care of physi-
cians. The term sickness is entirely tooloose and indefinite to apply
to such a case as this; but to put in the words ‘‘ by leave of the
House” it would apply to all cases of habitual absence, because those
members who are habitnally absent are not supposed to be absent by
leave of the House except in case of sickness. As worded now it
seems to me the amendment is too indefinite to reach those persons
whom it is contemplated to reach by the amendment.

Mr. DIBRELL. I donot think, Mr. Speaker, that any member of
the Senate or House would certify on hounor that he was sick when
he was simply at home attending to private business. That, of course
would have to be left to the honor of the member himself. It would
depend entirely upon his honor in any event.

. YOUNG, of ﬁ'ennesme. Suppose some member of his family is
dan y ill, and his absence is enforced in that way, would it be
ﬂi}“ to deduct his pay under those circumstances #

r. DIBRELL. Any member can get leave of absence when he
wants it. That fact is well known here. y

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend the original proposition bgai;n-

serting “except by a leave of the House of which he is a member.”
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The CHAIRMAN. The resolution will be read as it is proposed to
be amended.
The Clerk read as follows:

oTi That no tor or Representativ Eress 1
xﬂ%ﬂf;ﬁns an ag:;l.on of Congress u:‘t.itj! h:’:hglo?have owﬁg p‘:{&gjsm
of the Senate and Sergeant-at-Arms of the Honse that he has not been absent from
the sittings of the Benate or House doring the time for which he demands pay,
except on account of sicknesa of or family or by leave of the House of
which he isa member ; and all absence otherwise than as ehall be de-

from the mont.ﬂly pay of said Senatcr or Representative.

Mr. DIBRELL. The amendment suggested by my colleagne was
“ by order of the House,” because he can get leave of the House,and
that wounld enable him to draw his pay as if he were present attend-
ing to his duty.

r. ATHERTON. Itshould besoamended asto specify “ by order
of the House, and on official business ;” and I suggest that amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment already pending.

Mr, KEIFER. Idesire,Mr. Chairman, to make an inquiry, whether
it is proper to make a point of order against an amendment to a
pending amendment to a bill? If so, then I make the point of order
that the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr.
SPRINGER] is not in order, becaunse it changes existing law. The
amendment offered by the gentleman from Tennessee I do not think is
subject to that objection. It does not change existing law, although
the other amendment, I submit, does; and I wish the Clerk to read
section 40 of the Revised Statutes.

The Clerk read as follows: .

€ of the ate and Sergean reapect-
iret{;snﬁ':l?dmct from sl.ﬁl; n:uu:n;l:l];‘f.h p:.ymanfx :mimﬁg::g: cgolu):le'agna the
amount of his salary for each day that he has been absent from the Senate or

Homn-e, resp ‘im]n_r, less such Member or Delegate assi as the reason for
such absence the sickness of himself or of some member of his family.
Mr. ATKINS. AslI suggested to my colleague from Tennessee, that

is the law. as it now exists,

Mr. KEIFER. Now, the amendment of the gentleman from Illi-
nois would change this existing law, as it exempts from the opera-
tion of that section of the statute all persons who are absent by leave
of the House. Therefore I think it changes existing law, and in that
view it cannot be said to be in the interest of economy etther. Ilike
the original amendment.

Mr. BAKER. I do not like any of these amendments. They will
not accomplish anything. If men are sent here by the people to rep-
resent them who have not a sufficient sense of moral responsibility
to attend to their public duties and look after the public business en~
trusted to them, yon cannot throw any drag-net around them to
bring them in. Your proposed legislation is a skimmer that will not
hold water.

The only effect will be this: it is the duty under the law of the
accounting officers in making up the accounts of members to deduct
for all absence. The statute provides that no pay shall be allowed
therefor. That is the existing law, and yet it is inoperative ; it can-
not be done. The accounting officers cannot comply with it. The
only way in which they ean do it is to require every member before
he draws a dollar to give from day to day a certificate, on his honor,
on a blank piece of paper that he has not been absent, and that he
has been here all the time attending to hisduties in accordance with
the law. These amendments would have no effect to prevent ab-
senteeism. They would not reach that class of members who are
derelict in their duties. Isubmit, Mr. Chairman, that nnless you can
require a certificate in every case, or unless you can so provide that
the Sergeant-at-Arms may not pay to a member a single dollar until
he presents a certificate covering the case, the law amounts to noth-
ing in the way of addition to what we have already upon the statate-
books. And if youdo puf it in that way, if yon make it as stringent
as you please, it will result simply in this: that the member who
happens to be poor, as the most of us probably are on this floor,
who cannot certify from day to day, as he would be required to do,
and yet who is attending to his public dunties faithfnlly, is de-
prived of his pay although in fact the man who is habitually absent
Esy escape the results by technical privileges extended by the

ouse.

The CHATRMAN. The Chair thinks the amendment proposed b
the gentleman from Illinois simply creates another exemption whic
is not now aunthorized by law, and that therefore to that extent it
changes existing law and certainly is not in the line of retrench-
ment, and is therefore out of order.

Mr. DIBRELL. BMfr.Chairman, I do not intend to take up the time
of the committee with the discussion of this proposition. It seems
to be simple enongh. It does not apply to members who are here in
the discharge of their duties or temporarily absent for a brief time
on attendance at the Departments here in the interest of their con-
stituents.

Mr. BAKER. Let me ask the gentleman a question. How can the
Sergeant-at-Arms know whether a man is here or not unless he has
the certificate of that man?

Mr. DIBRELL. This provides the member shall certify; and no
man who is here and attending to his duties will object to that.

Mr, ROBINSON. I believe it is the business of the members to be
present in the House, and the practice of a good many is in accord-
ance with that theory. But suppose it should happen that some

gentleman who is here every sienagla day of the session should have
oceasion, after the House is called to order, to step down to one of the
Departments on some business as mnch official as his serving here,
then he cannof come back and sign his name to a statement he has
been here during the sitfings of that day. He will withhold, if an
honest man, putting his name to such a certificate, thereby forfeiting
the amount of the pay for that day’s service.

You are attempting to throw a net around the men who will decline
tomake a false statement, who will be so conscientions about it that
they will not oertifly;,t-n their being here unless the{ are actnally in
their seats the whole time. And, besides, they will be very careful
not to sign something that can be tortured into a misstatement. On
the other hand, gentlemen who will be absent from their duty in this
House, disregarding the duty they owe to their constituents, will in
some way avoid the effect of any such certificate as that, and will
draw their pay, much to our chagrin, perhaps.

I submit the law is sufficient now as it stands, and I hope we will
not attempt to legislate upon this in an appropriation bill in this
hasty way without consideration, cutting we do not know where, hit-
ting onrselves where we should not be hit. There is not a full House
now in this Committee of the Whole. Ifancy thatin the city of Wash-
ington at this moment there will be found gentlemen on the streets
or at the hotels who have been here this morning. There seem to be
a good many vacant chairs. Where will you draw the lines? It
seems to me this would lead to absurd consequences and to matters
that would annoy gentlemen that are herein good faith from day to
day attending to their duties.

Mr. ROBESON. I move to strike out the last word. I agree
with what the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ropixsox] and
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BAKER] have said. We cannot
make good Representatives by legislation. Every man who is here
represents his constituents, and is responsible to them for the dis-
charge of his doty. Legislative duty is not confined to sitting
always in the close air of this Hall, nor does it consist merely in being
always here to vote ay or no upon any or every proposition. It in-
cludes the whole range of political reflection, of political investiga-~
tion, and political action. Representatives often, when time and
occasion presses, wish to investigate subjects which eannot be inves-
tigated in the immediate presence of this House. They often are re-
quired to haveinterconrse withofficials,and todischarge official duties
in other gla.cas. To themselves and to their own sense of propriety,
and to their responsibility to their constituents, must this question
be finally left. Do not deceive yourselves, gentlemen. You cannot
make good Representatives by direct legislation, nor enforce personal
duty by parliamentary resolves. The constituents of the gentleman
from Tennessee or those of my venerable friend from Georgia [ Mr.
STEPOENS] may prefer to have him here for oneday in the week than
not to have him at all, or to have me or anybody else here every day
in the week. To them let this question be referred, and let them act
upon it at each recurring election, as is provided by the Constitution
of their country.

I withdraw the formal amendment.

Mr. ATHERTON. If in order, I would like to offer an amendment
to the amendment, the other having been ruled ont of order. I wounld
add after the words “except on account of sickness of himself or
family ” the words “ or on official business.”

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, we ought to do somat.hin% to pre-
vent the absenteeism which has been the frunitful sonrce of spend-
ing a great deal of unnecessary time in attempts to do the business
of the House. Men have been absent for the purpose of attempting
to procure public office elsewhere. They have been absent in En-
rope two or three months at a time. Should they be paid for the
time they were away on business of that kind, pertaining to their own
private interests ! Or should they be paid for the time they have
spent abroad in seeking pleasure or in seeking something other than
what the public interest demanded ? If they are in the city attend-
ing at the Departments to business of their constituents, in sccord-
ance with the language of the amendment I have proposed they can
certify upon their honor that they were still attending to the busi-
ness for which their constituents had sent them. Baut if they are not
absent either by reason of the sickness of themselves or of sickness
in their families, or upon the business of their constituents, they are
robbing the people of the money they pretend to earn.

We have been here from time to time, staying long periods, attempt-
ing to get a quorum, attempting to do the public business for which
we are sent here, and our efforts have been neutralized and de-
stroyed because men saw fit to stay away, either for their own pleas-
ure or their Eriva-t.a business, or because they saw fit to spend their
time abont the streets or in the public places of this city when they
oufht to be here attending to the business of their constituents.

hope this amendment in some shape or other may prevail, and
that we shall either have the benefit of the presence of the repre-
sentatives of the people, or that the people shall not be compelled to
pay for services that are not rendered.

Mr. ATKINS. Let us now have a vote.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the amend-
ment proposed to the amendment by the gentleman from Ohio, [ Mr.
A.mmm.g . . ;

Mr, DIB . Iwillaccept that amendment as a portion of ™z,
if I am permitted.
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The CHAIRMAN. Thatisthe gentleman’sright. The amendment
will be read as now modified.

The Clerk read as follows :

Provided, That no Senator or Representative in Con shall be paid his
monthly sala dur‘;:g any mdozn of Congress until he shall have certified to the
Secretary of the Senate or Sergeant-at-Arms of the Honse that he has not been
absent from the sittings of the Senate or House during the time for which he de-
mands pay, except on account of sickness of himself or family or on official busi-
ness ; an% all absence otherwise than specified shall be deducted from the monthly

eaid & or tati

pay of T ive.

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. ROBESON, If this amendment prevails will it be effective
for any more than the present month ?

Tie CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not think that is a parliament-

ary inquiry. S :

Mr. ROBESON. I wanted to know whether this is demagoging
for a month only, or whether it is demagoging for a whole year.

Mr. ATHERTON. In my opinion, if there had been such a law as
this 50 many members would not have been at home looking for Sen-
atorships.

Mr. ROTHWELL, I desire to offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read.

The Clerk read the amendment, which was to add the following:

_Provided, That all members ghall be allowed an offset for night sessions and extra
sessions of Congress.

Mr. REED.

ment.
Mr. DIBRELL. I raise the point of order on that amendment that
it changes exiat.ing:rlaw. ) .
Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. I desire to make a parliamentary in-

airy.
2 Tlfe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it.
Mr. YOUNG, of Tennessee. Is it not obnoxious to a point of order
to offer an amendment which will facilitate the absence of members?
The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will decide that point when it is
raised. The Chair rules that the amendment offered by the gentle-
man from Missouri [Mr. ROTHWELL] is not in order.
Mr. McCOOK. Do I understand the Chair to rule the amendment
out of order?
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does, because it changes existing law
and does not retrench expenditures.
Mr. McCOOK. I ehounld like to hear the gentleman from Missouri

Gentlemen certainly will not object to that amend-

gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. DIBRELL] as modified.

The amendment was not agreed to, npon a division, ayes 20, noes
not counted.

The Clerk read the following, under the heading “ House of Rep-
resentatives:”

For one electrician, §1,150; and one laborer, §200.

Mr. STONE. I move to amend by inserting after the paragraph
just read that which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows:

And all engineers and others who are engaged in the heating and ventilating
the House sball be subject to the orders and in all respects under the direction of
the Architect of the Capitol.

Mr. ATKINS., That is already the law. It wasenacted in the last
legislative appropriation bill,

%lit. STONE. 1t isnot in this bill.

Mr. ATKINS. It has been left out of this bill, but it is the law.

Mr. STONE. I understand that every provision of the last appro-
priation bill does not remain {:ermanently the law.

Mr. ATKINS. Very well; let it go in, then.

Mr. STONE. It has been suggested by the Architect of the Capi-
tol that there might be some question about the matter if the provis-
jon was not contained in this bill. It is desirable that this branch
of the service shonld be under his directions.

Mr. ATKINS. No matter; let it go in.

The CHAIRMAN. If it does not change existing law, it is not
subject to a point of order.

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. I want to move an amendment tothe
amendment.

Mr. BAKER. I ask the Clerk to read the text of the last appro-
priation bill upon this point, in order that the committee may deter-
mine whether or not it is a continuing law.

: Tll:n'a CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman send it up to the Clerk’s
es

Mr. BAKER. I have it here; my impressionis that itis nota con-
tinning law.

Mr, STONE. That is my judgment about it, and that is the reason
I have moved this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the provision of the last
sp%i;opriation bill npon this snbjeet.

e Clerk read as follows:

And electri together with everyt perta =
ehlnerytha?ad nwl:i&l:-:'l. and all laborers andmotim wt:;nagu;g t#ft.hd:hoﬂggtﬁa
heating, and ventilating the House, shall be subject exclusively to the orders an
inaﬂmofmnndw the direction of the Architect of the Ca;
sontrol of the Speaker;

pitol, subject to the
and no removal or appointment shall be made except with

on that.
The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the

and ven-

his approval. And all engineers and others who are engaged in heati
tilating the Honse shall be subject to the orders, and in ail respects under the di-
rection, of the Architect of the Capitol, subject 1o the control of the Speaker ; and
no removal or appointment shall be made except with his approval.

Mr. ATKINS, I think it is mere surplusage in this bill.

Mr. CANNON, of Illinois. Iask the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr.
SToNE] to insert the word ‘‘ hereafter,” so that it may become per-
manently the law.

Mr. CLYMER. Isug
the last {{gproprintion bill.

Mr. STONE. I will do so.

Mr. ATKINS. It has beendecided by the courts that an appropria-
tion bill is a law. At the end of every appropriation bill is the pro-
vision * that all aets or parts of acts inconsistent or in conflict with
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.”

Mr. STONE. I understand there have been different decisions. I
will adopt the suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr.
CLYMER] and move as an amendment the provision of :’l;a last legis-
lative appropriation bill on this subject, with the insertion of the
word “hereafter " after the first word * and,” so that it may be a con-
tinuing law.

ﬂ‘}‘h:d CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment as now
oliered.

The Clerk read as follows:

And hereafter the electriclan, ther with everythin taining
irical machinery and nppnmna.ﬁe all laborers and o groonneet:g ﬁthat?;
lighting, heating, and ventilating the House, shall be subject exclasively to the or-
ders and in all respécts under the direction of the Architect of the Capitol, subject te
the control of the Speaker; and no removal or appointment shall be made exceps

wilhml:lis approval. And all engineers and others who are engaged in heating and
ven

ting the House shall be sabject to the orders, and in all respects under the
direction, of the Architect of the Capitol, subject to the control of the Speaker ;
and no removal or appointment shall be made except with his approval.

The amendment was pgreed to.
The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following :
For Botanic Garden: For pay of superintendent, §1,600; forassistants in Botanis

Garden and greenbounses, laborers, under the direction of the Library Committes
of Con £9,900 ; in all, $11, 500. !

For improving ithe en, procuring manure, tools, fuel, and repairs, and pur-
chasing trees and shrubs, under the direction of the Library Committee of Congress

t to the gentleman to take the clause of

Mr. MILLS. I desire to offer an amendment which I am satisfied
will not be objected to by the Committee on Appropriations, to insert
after the paragraph just read that which I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk read as follows :

And all such shrubs and plaots as shall be all
and narseries of the Governgeut in excess of mhgoa:equimdthemm
gh;gbl!o grounds shall be distributed in the con, distriots of the United

Mr. MILLS. Under a former law the superintendent at one of the
gardens held that he was prohibited from distributing to citizens of
the United States the excess of plants and shrubs propagated by him.
He has informed me that in the propagation of those plants and
shrubs for the adornment of the publie grounds in this city he neces-
sarily raises more than there is any use for in those og'rounds.. My
amendment provides only that as regards the excess of such shrubs
and plants as may not be wanted here he may be permitted, on ap-
plication of members of Congress when their constituents write for
them, to send them out through the conntry. I think the Committee
on Appropriations will have no objection to this amendment.

Mr. ATKINS. Is it broad enough to include both public gardens t

Mr, MILLS. It says “all the greenhouses and nurseries of the Gov-
ernment.”

Mr. HAWLEY. I shonld like a little more information as to the
bearing of this amendment. The gentleman from Texas prob-
ably considered its effect; but I would prefer to provide that these
gardens shall cultivate only what is necesssary for the public grounds,
unless in certain special cases where there may be some new devel-
opment that will be of general use to the country; and that wounld
most properly come under the direction of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, which devotes itself largely to such subjects. I am a little
jealous of starting ont upon a new line of expenditure. The shrabs
and plants cultivated in the Botanic Garden and other Governmens

rdens are, to a large extent, different in no seuse from those raised
in private nurseries and gardens. People can buy them in theirown
localities. But if yon begin the distribution of such plants and
shrabs to the pablie, the demand npon each member will gradually
increase, and he will be expected to send out, in addition to publie
documents, enongh of these flowers and plants to supply the private
garden of every man in his distriet with all sorts of pleasant and
pretty shrubs and flowers.

If the Government is to go fo any expense in the cultivation of
plants, &c., not needed for the public grounds, it shonld be only in
the direction of developing new and useful plants for agricaltural
and other purposes. Apart from that, the Botanic Garden and sim-
ilar gardens belonging to the Government should be devoted to rais-
ing only what may be necessary for the public unds. I am nok
w&ling to begin a new course of distribution not specially in the
interest of science.

Mr, MILLS, I think the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Haw-
LEY] misunderstands the object of this amendment.

- Mr, HAWLEY. Quite likely.
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Mr.MILLS. The Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds,
who is a salaried officer, has placed under his control a certain num-
ber of laborers, and he is required to propagate a certain amount of
flowers and plants for the adornment of the public grounds. In order
to insure the necessary quantity—say five hundred roses—he must
%lant. propably enough to raise under favorable circumstances 1,500.

e must make allowance for the i)oas'ibility of heavy losses. Ina
fortunate year the whole 1,500 may live ; in an unfortunate year two-
thirds may die. Now this amendment does not involve the extra ex-
pense of a single cent. It simply provides that when, for instance,
there is an excess of roses raised, they shall not be thrown away, but
if there are, say, five hundred extra roses they shall be distributed
throngh members of Congress to the people. If is only the excess be-
yond the demands of the public grounds that will be used in this way.

Mr. HAWLEY. My impression is that if an amendment of thiskind
should be adopted, it might become the rule hereafter to raise alarge
excess of these plants an% flowers in the Government establishments
to gratify the demands of our constituents.

3 . The only question is whether, when there is an excess
raised in these gardens, it shall be thrown away or distributed among

the ' AN

M??ﬂpcGOWAN . In reference to this matter 1 desird to say that
in pursuance of a resolution of the House the Committee on Agricult-
ure has, through a sub-committee, made investigations concerning
this subject, and will be able very soon to report upon the whole
question of botanical and other &urdenn now belangm%t:o the Gov-
ernment. At the suggestion of the Superintendent of Public Build-
ings and Grounds, who has charge of what is known as the monu-
mental garden, the committee are likely to recommend that the whole
matter of the distribution of plants and flowers be taken away from
him ; that he be entirely relieved of the annoyance and trouble of the
matter, and that all the gardens be concentrated under one superin-
tendent. I trust no amendment with reference to this subject will
be adopted until that report can be heard by the House.

Mr. ATKINS. I supposed the investigation referred to had refer-
ence simply to the Agricultural Department.

Mr. McGOWAN. Not at all; but to all the gardens under the care
of the Government—the Botanic Garden, the Agricultural Garden,
and the ens of our public buildings and grounds,

Mr. ATKINS. It is my impression that the Botanic Garden is not
under the management of the Agricultural Department. I believe
there is one garden under the tion of the Committee on the
Lib and one under the direction of the War De ent.

Mr. McCGOWAN. The gentleman will allow me to state that under
the resolution of the House the Committee on Agriculture was charged
wég the investigation of the whole subject pertaining to all these

ens,
¥ Mr. ATKINS. I was not aware of that.

Mr. McCGOWAN. That is the fact. The investigation is nearly
completed ; and the committee will very soon be ready to report.

Mr. ATKINS. When did that resolution pass?

Mr. McGOWAN. At the last session of Congress,

Mr. ATKINS, Ihave no objection at all; but I was about to say
in regard to the amendment of the gentleman from Texas that its
object, as I understand, is not to increase the production of these
shrubs, plants, flowers, &c., but simply to distribute the excess among
the citizens of the United States after the distribution has been made
for the usnal s here in Washington. For my own part, I
desire fo say that if I had the power I would cut up this whole sys-
tem, root and branch.

Mr. HAWLEY. The gentleman hardly seemsto have comprehended
me. I feared that the necessary, the direct, the natural result of this
amendment might be a demand for an excess every year; so that
those in charge of the botanic and other would caleulate
that they must provide an excessabove the needs of the 1pn‘blin:s grounds
in Washington R:ecxuse members would be erying out for these plants
and flowers for distribution to their constituents.

Mr, MiLLs's amendment was rejected.

Mr, FORT. I ask the chairman of the committee having this bill
in charge to permit me to go back. In a moment I will explain why
I make the request.

Mr. ATKINS. Very well, I will withhold my objection until the
gentleman has made his statement.

Mr. FORT. I was called out of the House, and not present when
the part of the bill to which I wish to move an amendment was
inased. I have here a resolution reported from the Committee on

ccounts of this Honse in which they recommend the wt of
one month’s pay to Charles Demar, a former employé of House,
and a disabled soldier.

Mr. ATKINS. If will be proper to amend the deficiency bill in that

articular as it is in the nature of a deficiency, but you cannot put
it in this bill for it would be out of order.

Mr. FORT. I think the proper place would be in this bill.

Mr. CLYMER. You would not get it paid until next year.

Mr. ATKINS. Is it for services a]:eadpy rendered ?

Mr. FORT. Yes, sir.

Mr. ATKINS. Then it is not ane to this bill.

Mr. BAKER. It belongs to the deficiency bill.

Mr. ATKINS. And when that bill comes up the gentleman can
offer it.

XI—-S86

The Clerk read as follows:

For wﬂm to the following in the office of the President of the United
States: vate . $3,250; assistant secretary, §2,250; two executive cler]
at §2,000 each; stenographer, si.mu,- one clerk class 4 ; one clerk class 2; one
telegraph operator, §1,400; one clerk class 1; steward, at §1,800; one day-usher at
$1,400; one day-u.sﬁur at §1,200; five messengers, at §1,200 each ; two dnorkoe'gg&s.
rg &W ; one night-usher, $1,200; one watehman, 900 ; and one fireman, $364;

Mr. ATKINS. I offer the following amendment :

After line 320 insert :

“For the construnction of an elevator in the Executive Mansion, §500, to be
immediately available.”

I offer that amendment, Mr. Speaker, by direction of the Commit-
tee on Appropriations.

Mr. HA Y. That amount will not build an elevator.

Mr, MILLS, I make the point of order on the amendment.

Mr. ATKINS. I am aware that it is subject to the point of order,
but it has been urged on the part of a good m gentlemen, and i
will not say the solicitation has been confined to republicans. It
has been urged by democrats as well as republicans that thiselevator
should be put in the Executive Mansion. It will be for the conve-
mence of the inmates and I do not expect the republicans al to
occupy that place. I am hopefulin fouryears from now we will have
a ﬁ‘h chance for it.

e CHATRMAN. If the pointof order is insisted upon the amend-
ment must be ruled ont.

Mr. HUMPHREY. If they have no better success than they have
had for twenty years it will ge a long fime before my friends getinto
the White House. [Laughter.]

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthe pointof order is insisted upon the amend-
ment must be ruled out.

Mr, ATKINS, Iwithdraw it if the point of order is insisted npon.

The Clerk read as follows:

Second Comptroller of the Treasury:

For Second Comptroller of the Treasury, §5,000; deputy comptroller, §2,700 ; five
chiefs of division at £2,100 each ; eight clerks of class 4; twelve clerks of ;
thirteen clerks of class 2; twelve clerks of class 1; three clerks at £1,000 each;
nine clerks at §900 each ; one messenger and three laborers, in all, §98,320,

Mr. CARPENTER. I move to amend, in line 496 fo strike out
“five” and insert ‘‘ six,” so it will read “ six chiefs of division;” and
in line 497 to strike out * eight” and insert * seven,” so it will read
“geven clerks of class 4.”

Mr. ATKINS. I make the point of order on that amendment.

Mr. CARPENTER. If is subject to the point of order.

Mr, ATKINS. Yes,and I e it.

Mr, CARPENTER. If seems to me if the facts in this case were
understood the committee wonld a to this amendment.

Mr. ATKINS. I hope it will not be adopted.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will confine the gentleman to the
oint of order; but he is making an appeal to the gentleman from
‘ennessee to withdraw the point of order.

Mr. ATKINS. There is so little time I cannot give way. I submit
th%]l:oint of order, and the Chair must decide if.

e CHAIRMAN. The Chair of course is bound fo sustain the
point of order and rule the amendment ont.

The Clerk read as follows:

For ice, buckets, file-holders, book-rests, labor, clocks and repaira of the samse,
and for care of grounds, §17,500; $10,000 of this sum to be expended for metallio
shelving and file-holders in the Second Auditor's Office.

Mr. ATKINS. I move to strike ont the word * metallie.”
unnecessary and will entail more cost than is desired.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. ATKINS. I neglected to state, Mr, Chairman, in my opening
remarks upon this bill that we have provided an increase of salary
for the assistant treasurer at Boston of §500, I deem it due to the
House that I shounld now make that statement. That is an additional
officer whose salary we have increased. It isliable to the point of
order if any one malkes it; but I donot think the point of order shounld
be made as I am satisfied and the committee are satisfied that officer
isnot now suﬁ‘icient.llg paid forthe responsible duties imposed upon him.

Mr. HAWLEY. Does not the statute provide $5,00017

Mr. ATKINS. It did, but it has been repealed.

The Clerk read as follows:

Office of the Director :

Balaries: ForDirector, 84,500 ; examiner, £2,300 ; computer, §2,200; assayer, £2,200;
adjuster of accounts, §2,000 ; one clerk of class 3; one clerk of class 2; two clerks
of class 1; one transiator. £1,200 ; one messenger ; one copyist, §000; one laborer;
making, in all, the sum of §22,120.

Mr. PAGE. I move in line 924, after the word ‘‘ dollars,” to insert
‘“{or an experienced and practical assayer, 52,200.”

Mr. A’ 8. I have no objection to that.

Mr. BAKER. Isn, t the phraseology should be to insert after
the word “dollars” the words “who shall be a practical and experi-
enced assayer.”

Mr. PAGE. I accept that as a modification of my amendment,.

The amendment, as modified, was adopted.

Mr. ATKINS. The hour has nearly arrived when the New Ham
shire delegation desire to have the obsequies of their deceased col-
league, and therefore I move, in order that may be accomplished, that
the committee rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed

It is
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the cliair, Mr. CARLISLE reported that the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had, according to order, had under
consideration a bill (H. R. No. 7101) making appropriations for the
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, and for other purposes, and had
eome to no resolution thereon.
y DEATH OF HON. EVARTS W. FARR.

Mr. BRIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to submit the following reso-
lntions.

The SPEAKER. The resolutions will be read.

The Clerk read as follows:

Resol That this House has heard with profound sorrow the annonncement
of the d of Hon. EVARTS W, FARR, late a Representative from the State of New
Hampshire. ol A 3

Resolved, That in token of regard for the of the 1
the members of this House do wear the usual badge of, mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House do communicate these resolutions to the
Senate of the United States.

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to the v of the d 1 this
House now adjourn.

Mr. BRIGGS. Mr. 8 er, I rise to perform the melancholy duty
of announcing to this House the death of my colleague, EvARTS W.
FARR, which occurred at his home in Littleton on the 30th of Novem-
ber last. It was mf]snd gsrivi]ege to be with him when he passed
away. He died as he had lived, with the heroism of a noble man-
hood born of hope and faith.

It is no vain tribute of respect New Hampshire would fain pay to
her noble and gallant son. a member of this House, I submit he
was universally ted both by political friends and foes. But it
is not merely an excellent Representative at the National Capitol that
New Hampshire mourns in the death of Major FARR. Among those
who pressed eagerly to the front when an imperiled nation called her
sons to herrescue, this man was the pride of our State, and under the
ﬂaﬁ with which we draped that hearse at Littleton he earned the im-
perishable gratitude of our people.

Evarts W. FARr was born at Littleton on the 10th of October,
1840. He belonged to one of the best families of our State. His father,
an honored member of the leﬁal profession, survives him. Mr. FARR
was one of eiihh children, and his ear];y advantages were those of the
typical New England country lad. He pursued his academic course
at Thetford, Vermont, where he was graduated with honors, and
went thence to college. Frank, earnest, and intelligent, the charac-
ter of the boy gave true promise of the man. ‘What might have been
his fortune had he been dpenmtted quietly fo pursne his studies, we
cannot tell. Destiny had assigned him a part in a stupendous drama,
which was to startle Christendom. In that drama he peformed his
part gloriously and well; and like many other youn ericans of
that eventful period, he leaped to distinetion before he had reached
the age of manhood. -

At the breaking out of the war young FARR was a member of Dart-
mouth College. With characteristic decision, he turned his back upon
college and his face to the field. He was the first man to enter the
service from the town of Littleton, from which he enlisted in the First
New Hampshire Volunteers. He served continuously from April 20,
1861, to June 4, 1865.

foon after he entered the service he joined the New Hampshire Sec-
ond; was appointed a lientenant June 4, 1861 ; he was promoted to
the rank of captain January 1, 1862, and while in command of com-
pany G lost his right arm at the battle of Williamsburgh, Virginia, May
5, 1862, His regiment, one of the most gallant and distinguished in
the service, was then one of the four constituting General Hooker’s
original brigade.

As soon as his wound permitted he returned to the field, and Sep-
tember 9, 1862, was glmmoted to rank of major in the New ]iampahjre
Eleventh. Afterfighting with distinguished gallantry at Fredericks-
burgh, Major FARR went with his regiment to the West, and partici-
pated in the siege and cagture of Vicksburgh. After the capture he
went sonth with General Sherman to attack General Johnston at
Jackson, Mississippi, and during the remainder of the war served on
court-martial duty, most of the time as judge-advocate.

Unquestionably his employment on court-martial duty during all
the latter part of the war alone prevented his high promotion in the
line. As it was, his career as a soldier was an exceptionally brilliant
and successful one. In many of the severest engagements of the war
he won golden laurels. In the action at Freclezgitﬁsburgh it was my
fortune to be near him, and no veteran of a hundred battles counld
have shown a statelier, loftier heroism. There was a touch of chiv-
alry in his nature, and he was then of the age when this spirit is at
high tide. His patriotism was not lost in the effervescent spirit of
the cavalier ; he had devotion as well as courage. Nor was his co
of that lower order, derived from excitement. It had nothing to do
with rashness nor frenzy. He was cool, patient, and determined. It
was the courage of Ney rather than that of Murat. In the fiercest and
most_disheartening fight he was never known to lose his self-com-
mand, This, with his quick decision and soldierly intuition, combined
to make him aman of wonderful resources. Inaction or in any grave
and responsible situation he never was “ at his wit’s end.”

Another trait of a ant soldier was his fortitnde, his power of en-
durance. “No Pai.n, ? writes an officer who was long and most inti-
mate with him, * no pain that he suffered coald bring a moan, no toil

he encountered could dismay him, the lon.%:det. and hardest march we
ever made could not bring a word of complaint from his lips.”

In the fight between Hooker’s and Longstreet’s divisions at Will-
iamsb 'ARR’S coolness and endurance came out in full flower. The
fight was close, hot, and prolonged to the verge of human endurance.
It rained hard, and the sufferings of the men were terrible. FARr
seemed imbued with the slpirit. of a multitnde. He demeaned him-
self through that weary, bloody day in a manner never to be forgot-
ten by those to whom it was known. His valor was equaled only by
his equanimity. Only breaking ranks, only the si of yielding,
could provoke his impatience. Just at the close of that terrible day
he received the shot which made his empty sleeve, thenceforth his
badge of honor.

W;hat a talllt,:la ihing is an empty sle:ave.

%thteusmg-y' :egfm?m' try's call

a country’s n and a country’s 5

Of a kiss and a tear for child and wife,

And a hurried march for a nation's life:

It tells of abattle-field of gore,

Of the saber's clash, of the cannon's roar,

Of the deadly ¢ , of the bugle’s note,

O agurﬁi.i.n sound in a freeman's throat,

Of the w! Lv.in%gra of the fiery shell,

Of a scene which mimies the scenes of hell;

Porfhfnis o mpred s ot
ot it a §

In God's own chosen time wﬂfataka

Each place of the rag with the rattle-snake ;

And it points to a time when that flag will wave

O'er a land where there breathes no cowering slave.

Till this hour, who counld ere believe

What a tell-tale g is an empty sleeve—

What a weird, queer thing, is an empty sleeve !

His tastes were essentially military, and he brought to his duties in
the field that energy and ess of pu which characterized
the man in all he undertook. He mastered the science of the camp
and field in an iucredibly short time, and, young as he was, became a
recognized authority therein. He wasa strict disciplinarian, thorongh
and exact in all his duaties, and re(;&;-ii;-ing the same of others. Buf
was full of considerate kindness to his men, to whom he endeared him-

self as the friend of all.
nsible, he was ever at the post of duty;

Prompt, brave, and res
and in those evil days there marched not under the fla, ?tl];ero of

more dauntless counrage, a devotee of more unfaltering
EvaRTs W. FARR.
At the close of the war he embraced the profession of the law and
at once became one of the most promising members of the New Hamp-
ire bar. An ardent and stirring republican, he also came early to
the front in the politics of our State. He held, successively, the posi-
tions of assistant assessor and assessor of his internal revenue district,
solicitor of Grafton County, and a member of the governor’s council.
To the latter position he was handsomely elected in a district which
had always been strongly democratic; and in this, as later, in his
two congressional canvasses, his m%ularity was abundantly demon-

strated. He did credif to every p he held, and his election to the
rty-sixth, and his re-election to the Foi

Fo -seventh Co , Were
only in the natural course of his ascendant fortune. Of his career in

this House, s0 sad]:lly and so early closed, I will not speak. That I
leave to others. His record is familiar to you all. Is it not one of
promise ?

His memory long will live, alone

In all our hearts, as monrnful light

That broods above the fallen sun,

And dwells in heaven half the night.

Of the character of the deceased I ﬁmpose to offer few words other
than those I have already spoken. His was an open, generous, san-
ine, earnest nature—such an one as “he who runs may read.” Were
futgg to express my own admiration for the man, I should be sus-
pected of intemperate speech. My acquaintance with him began in
the Army, where we were comrades together, and from that time ouz
friendship was fast. He was instinct with generous and kindly im-
ulses which endeared him to his friends and bound them to him in
nds of the strongest affection. Naturally in such a character there
was that which msglmd his foes with respect, and however he might
dislike, no man conld despise EVARTS V. FARR.

Like all of us, the man had his faults; yet he had no prominent
defects, and I never knew a man whose faults counted for less as
against the general strength and purity of his character. I havehad
much to say of his earnestness, for this I conceive was the leading
factor of his strength. He was ready to take up any duty that la]y
before him, and to attack it with firm and sincere purﬂa. He fol-

lowed a p with his wholesouland did nothing by halves. This
element of his character, together with his versafility, implied large
young man, and with length of days must

ossibilities. He was a
Reve accomplished that of which ail that he had done was but a
hint. Onthe whole, his character was solid, well-rounded, and sym-
metrical ; without grotesque or brilliant eccentricities, he wasa very
positive force.

The immediate cause of his death was a sudden and virulent at-
tack of typhoid pnenmonia. Overwork had induced extreme debility,
and his system little power of resistance. His general health
had been blighted in the v, and. his empty sleeve was not the
only sad remembrance, not the only legacy of woe that he brought
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back from southern fields. A post mortem examination disclosed the
resence of chronic disease, which at best must ere long have proved
atal.

In his domestic relations he commanded the strongest affection.
We will not lift the veil from that circle of crushed hearts. Thereis
that which should be respected. There is a supreme sorrow, as one
day—

i There was dole in Astolat.

Major FARR was a great favorite in our State, and hisname will be
set among those whom New Hampshire delighted to honor. He was
a most nt soldier, a promising young statesman, and a noble,
sincere man. We be k your respect for his memory as something
we shall proudly and gratefully cherish.

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Speaker, death has again visited these gilded
walls and removed from our Chamber one of our most worthy and
useful members. Itis not my purpose to give a history of the de-
ceased, but I shall confine myself to a few outlines that marked his
life. Major EvArts W. FARR was born at Littleton, New Hampshire,
October 10, 1840. We learn that at the early age of twelve he struck
out for himself, and by industry and hard toil procured the means
for his livelihood .enn;r education. He gradnated at Thetford (Ver-
mont) Academy, and entered Dartmouth College with the class of
1863." But that patriotic ardor and devotion to his country and to
duty that always characterized him caused him to leave college
and volunteer as a soldier in the Union Army. He enlisted in 1861.
For his bravery he was promoted thrmigh various grades to the rank
of major. While with Fighting Joe Hooker’s brigade he lost his
right arm in the battle of Williamsburgh, in May, 1862. Notwith-
standing the loss of his arm by amputation he continued in the Army,
and served with a major's commission, participating in the battles of
Vicksburgh, Jackson, Mississippi, and various other engagements,
until he was appointed ;]‘1111;! vocate, the duties of which office he
performed with marked distinction. After the war was over he com-
menced the practice of law at his home in New Hampshire. Asa
soldier Major FARR was courageous, true to his country, never falter-
ing where duty called. To his soldiers he was kind and considerate,
though exacting in the performance of every command.

Mr. Speaker, it was not my fortune to know Major FARR person-
ally till I met him in the Committee on Pensions. I shall never for-
get the first time I met him in committee-room. The chairman called
over the names of the committee for reports. None were ready ex-
cept Major FARR. When his name was called he brought forward a
large list of bills with accompanying papers and his reports. He
began sorting out his reports dexterously with one hand. I then
for the first time noticed he had lost his right arm ; but it seemed to
me that this was no embarrassment to him, for he selected his re-
ports from other papers with as much apparent ease and facility as
thongh he was using both hands. He read his reports to the com-
mittee, and they were all adopted unanimously.

I was struck with his familiarity with the pension laws, the rulings
of the Pension Department, and the concise mannerin which he stated
the laws and the facts bearing on each case. I never knew one of his
reports to be m{'eeted or anywise amended by the committee. His
judgment was clear and logical. Hewas always careful of the inter-
ests of the public; but, while at all times diligent in fproteoting the
Government, he never permitted technical questions of law to weigh
against what seemed to him to be an equitable and meritorious case.
Fiisjustice was always “ tempered with merey.” At times it was dif-
fienlt to secure a quornm for business; several members of the com-
mittee were not regnlar in attendance. Not so with Major FARR; he
was always prompt in attendance,and never behind with his reports.

From my acquaintance with him I was led to highly t him
as a man of sterling integrity, of ripe judgment, and great industry.
I think I may truly say his abilities were far beyond the average. He
was serving E.is first term in Congress, and his modesty, the insignia
of trne merit, forbade him entering the arens of every-day debate
and wrangle, a means by which too many endeavor to thrust them-
selves in the RECORD and before the public at the expense of orderly
and intelligent legislation. But he never faltered in the discharge
of his duty when he saw if necessary to attack a bad measure or sus-
tain a good one. Major FARR was a close attendant npon the ses-
sions of the Honse. He was seldom out of his seat. He was watch-
ful of all the proceedings of legislation. He seemed to comprehend
instinctively all that was proposed for action, and his jndgment as to
the right or wrong of a measure was seldom at faunlt. I differed with
him politica.]ly but I am sure he acted with his party from as sincers
convictions a8 I did with mine, There was no member of the Forty-
sixth Congress whom I respected more highly than him. If I were
called upon to give my measure of the man, I should say that clear
judgment, a high sense of honor, an inflexible will, were his peculiar
characteristics. He was also a man of generous and noble impulses.

Mr. Speaker, this occasion brings to us the solemn thought of death,
of the uncertainties of all human aims, and the end of our ambition.
Man like a shadow gropes for a while in the gloom of earth and van-
ishes, Thedark clond glitters for a moment in the lightning’s glare ;
the thunderbolt signalizes the aggmachiﬂg storm. The cloud drenches
the earth with torrents that rush headlong down to the eternal sea.
The thunder’s roar dies away in soff echoes along the distant hills.
The cloud melts away beneath the effulgence of the noonday’s sun.

Thus the whirl of life is spent and passes into eternity. Man may
dominate the earth, but it was given to One alone fo eonquer death.

We stand here to-day and the words that fall from our lips are
ﬁ;}k{]}lﬂ up with the tongue of electric fire and whispered in the ears
of all nations.

‘We span continents with iron girders and bridge them with the com-
merce of the world. We measure the depths of the sea, the breadth
of rivers, and the distances and itude of the heavenly bodies.
We predict with mathematical precision the course and ity of
planets, the visit, exit, and return of comets. Yet, sir, with all this
power over earth and its surroundings we cannot tell the daq nor heur
of our existence, for death “cometh as a thief in the night.”

Leaves have their time to fall,

And flowers to wither at the North wind’'s breath,
And stars to set; but

Thon hast all seasons for thine own, O Death!

Happy for us we cannot foretell his coming. Our adjournment at
the last session would have been sorrowful indeed had we known that
on our reassembling one seat here would have thus been made va-
cant. Our grief was wisely us to this last moment. Yet, when
we see a man thus cut down in the prime of life, when the dreams of
his early ambition were being realized, we are tempted to complain
at what would seem to be a harsh visitation of dence. ‘Bat,
Mr. Speaker, death waits for no one. The justice and wisdom of an
all-wise God are far beyond human ken. To His will we meekly bow ;
to His commiserations and tender mercies we commend the stricken
widow and children of our friend.

Evarts W. FARR is nomore. His mortal remains rest beneath the
snow-mantled sod of his native State. .

There shall the yew her sable branches spread,
e e
And laurel evm‘mmsz?amm Egb‘bumb.

How unspeakably sad it would be to close our tribute to our friend
here. Can we have the heart to consign him to the cold‘elay of
mother earth, and there leave him as food for the worms. Oh; no!
no! The blessed hope of immortality forbids it. :

Let earth dissolve, 3;:1: ponderous orb descend

And grind us into ; the sonl is safe;
The man em mounts above the wreck
As towering from nature's funeral pyre.

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. 8 er, it is fitting that we should turn
aside for a time from the business of session, from our politieal
contests and wrangles, from the heated discussion of disputed ques-
tions, from all the turmoil and noise and labors of con ionﬂaﬁ
and offer up our tribute of respect to the memory of our dec
friend and brother member, and place upon perpetual record our rec-
og'nition and aspreﬂistion of his character and services. It is the last
thing we can do for him. For him all the petty ambitions of life
the struggle for honorable distinetion, the cares, and troubles, an
disappointments which beset the life of every man who devotes it to
services in high position for his country, the carping and unjust eriti-
cisms of opponents, the life of work and worry, all these, which are
a part of the lot of every public man lifted up into a position where
he can become the target of press or person, are over for our dead
friend, and can trouble him no more in that better life of never-end-
ing rest and peace to which he has gone.

After life's fitful fever he sleeps well.

He passed away from an honorable and eventful life, and, although
comparatively young in years, no one can feel that that life was not
rounded out into full completeness, or monrn on his account that it
has ended althouﬁh our sympathies go out to those near and dear to
him, who lament his loss. 1 those who knew him, both in private
and in his public career, realize that his State, his constituency, and
his friends will miss his presence and the useful and honorable place
which he occupied in the councils of the nation.

His duty in life, his obligation to his country and his people, had
been honorably and nobly performed, and it is perhaps a fortunate
and happy fate for a man o pass away from this world in the height
of his powers, in honorable position gained by faithful service for
his fellow-men and by their appreciation of his worth, deeply re-
fmtted and lamented by them, rather than in the *“sere and yellow

eaf” of old age, with faculties impaired, and powers of use ess
gone, so that as one sinks beneath the waters of life, he leaves
scarcely a ripple behind.

Judged by what he was and what he had done no one can call the
life of our friend a short one; nay, more, upon the calendar of events
and marked by them alone his was a life longer by far than manm
one of four-score years and ten. His life has been deseribed by hi
colleague, who has preceded me; it is not for me to refer to if in de-
tq.il, or to the examples of heroism and devotion fo country, which if

displays. ;

BF'E;'om among the quiet and beantiful hills of the Granite Stafe he
went forth to battle for his country, and there has come to us from
his comrades the touchixﬁﬁsbory of his heroism, manliness, and devo-
tion to the ca for which he was ready to sacrifice his life, and for
which he probably has sacrificed his life, as much as if he had in re-
ality given it up from musket-ball or bayonet-thrust on the field of
battle. We know how early in the war he lost his arm, which was
taken off at the shoulder, and how when for most men this wounld
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have been considered, and rightly considered, as an excuse from further
service, and to have entitled them without further work and dangers
to the honors and gratitude of their countrymen, he again left his
home among the White Hills and went to the far southern country
to once more endure the hardships, trials, and dangers of military
life. He had well earned the reward of rest from military labors and
of escape from its dan arned it at sad cost, but he refused to
accept that reward, counting life or loss of limb, suffering, and priva-
tion and danger as nothing, if he could serve his conntry.

From all t I have seen and known of him ; from what I have
known of his life here and have heard of it as it was spent at his
home among the New Hampshire mountains both before and after his
military experience, I cannot but regard him as one of those martyrs
of the war who has really given up his life for his country. The
strong, vigorous, and rugged New Hampshire boy, reared in the
bracing mountain air, where the vexg breezes are laden with strength
and vitality, leading the healthy and hearty outdoor life of the coun-
try, came back from the wars weakened with his vitality sapped
by enervating climate or deadly miasmas or the vital waste cansed

¥ p, privation, and toil.

Many a soldier gave up his life on the field of battle by stroke of
sword, or meft an immediate and therefore merciful and happy death
by rifle-bullef or cannon-ball, and we honor them, and never can honor
them too much, as men who died for their country; and we Plam
above their graves the old but never worn-out legend that “It is
sweet and beautiful to die for one’s country,” and shall hold them in
grateful remembrance through all the ages.

There was many and many a soldier who left behind him on south-
ern battle-fields orin southern swamps when he came marching home
after the war under trinmphant flags the better part of his life, a
vitality and strength so weakened and sap that no cool northern
breezes and no fond attentions of home conld restore them, and who
brought back with him the seeds of disease and weakness, so that
nevermore could he know the delights of health and the mere pleas-
ure of living, but always his life must be, if not a burden to him, Eet
something to be careful of, to be watched and guarded, and thus
keeping back from all that he would be or do. Many a life has
thus dragged itself along throngh weary years since the war and has

rematurely ended, when, so far as human minds can foresee, it might
ve had before it many years of active and happy usefulness. These
men were as truly the martyrs of the war as those who had the g&r-
haps happier fate of meeting a short and sharp shrift on the field of
battle. For the one was the excitement, the honor, the glory, the
swift passing away of life without suffering and without knowledge;
for the other, the long and weary years, the patient endurance, the
nnwmiﬂlginiug words, the cheerful acquiescence in a life whose high
capabilities he could not improve, and that feeling of limitation of
powers and of his chance to make the most of his life which want of
strength and esdurance always brings, and then an early and pre-
mature death, when perhaps the promise of future usefnlness and
advancement, the hopes of being most useful to himself and family
and friends and country, are at brightest.

Ido not mean tosay that thelifeof ourfriend was thus hampered and
bound in by the strong bonds of bodily weakness so that he could not
make the most of it, and did notachieve high and honorable distinetion
which any man might well be proud of, but I believe that the causes
of his death lie in his services in the war, and that, so far asmen can
judﬁ of what cannot be seen or known, many of honor and of

ness wouldnow be before himif it had not been for what hesacri-
ficed and did for his country. His record as a soldier, a statesman,
and a citizen is a most honorable one.

M% acquaintance with him commenced with the present Congress,
to which we both came as new members, and, living near each other
here, our acquaintance ripened into intimacy and friendship. I am
sure that no one came into close contact with him or to really know
him who did not feel for him respect and affection. Quiet and un-
demonstrative in his manuers, not given to self-assertion or to show,
not thrusting himself forward before the people, but content to remain

nietly in the background unless he was needed and conld do good at
ghﬂ front, the unthinking and careless world, judging only by the ex-
terior and not caring to penetrate below the outer surface, might un-
derrate him and not give to him credit for the qualities which he pos-
sessed ; but behind his quiet manners there was a brave heart, an
honest mind and purpose, deep and settled convictions of right, which

no plausible ents or specious reasons conld disturb. I think
one of the distinguishing traits of his character was his hatred of
shams and false pretensions, whether in public or private life, in

humble or in official station; his desire to go to the root of a matter,
and to find out the right and the true thing; his dislike of the thin
veneers and disgnises plastered over political or personal iniquiti
wrongs, or injustice ; his wish to call things by their right names an
to have the world call them by their right names and recognize them
as they were; in a word, his desire for the truth, however disagree-
able, unpleasant, or humiliating.

He was honest in conviction and word and action. The same desire
to uphold the right which led him from his northern hills, and to give
u%l 1 the comfortsof home and to make sacrifices of health and limb,
followed him into his public service here; and in these Halls he al-
ways souﬁht biword and vote to do what he thought to be the right
thing, and the honest, true, and therefore the best thing for the pheo-
ple and the country. The best policy is almost always no policy ; but

doing just the right thing and letting policies and the future take care
of themselyes, sooner or later the right triumphs, and we find that
the unselfish policy of doingwhat is right witﬁout regard to conse-
quences turns ouf to be the wisest as well as best policy.

Our friend was a man of strong convictions, earnest purposes, and
of excellent judgment, forming his opinions with care, and skilled
in giving ntterance to them when the occasion required. Honest and
incorruptible, earnest and industrions, interested in all the great
questions of the day, faithful in attending to his duties here and else- -
where; a good man, a good soldier, a good statesman, pure in private
life and in public life, such is his record, and such is the description
and the memorial of him which we can place upon onr records. Happy
is he who is thus laid to rest with his life’s warfare accomplished, and
with the feeling in the hereafter that he has fonght the good fight
and has I}Jassed away loved, honored, and reapecbeg.

‘Wefollowed him to hislast resting-place amid the snows of the beaun-
tiful valley which had always been his home. Itseemedasif thewhole
population had gathered together to honor him in his death even as
they had honored him in his life ; to offer up the last tribute of re-
spect which they could ever Ray to him ; to perform for him the last
sad services which they could ever render. The affectionate words
of remembrance, the tearful eyes, the faltering accents, the sad faces,
all showed that our friend had as deep and warm a place in the
hearts and affections of the people to whom he belon as in their
honor and respect.

They gathered in great throngs to accompany in itslast journey all
that was left here below of our friend ; to listen in the village church
to the words of consolation and of praise of him who had gone out
from among them never to return,and to find a sad solace in the re-
cital and remembrance of his virtues and of hislife among them from
his boyhood tohis death. Andso almost under the shadow of Mount
Wash n and the Franconia range we laid him to rest amid the
scenes which he loved so well, where the grand and majestic mount-
ains, whitened to theirsnmmits with the snows of winter, look down
upon his grave, and where in summer the everlasting hills whose
granite summits pierce the sky keep watch and ward over the beau-
tiful green valley shere he has found his last resting-place.

Mr, UPDEGRAFTF, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, to me it is a mournful
Eleasure to add my heart-deep tribute of veneration and love to what
as already been so fittingly said in memory of our departed comrade.
I shall avoid all extravagance of enlogy. The noble and manly char-
acter of EVARTS W. FARR would be marred by any unreal adornment.
And yet it is well for his living associates, so soon to follow, to bear
testimony to the worth and exalted character of him whose memory
to-day we honor.

Even in the rush of crowding duties here a moment’s pause by the
bier of a fallen comrade is not an idle ceremony. It iswise and well
that for a little time at least party conflicts and even the tumult of
needful interests should be hushed in such a presence. In thatstill-
ness are heard the truer voices, and to that vantage ground come
purer air and glimpses of a serener Bk{.l Partisanship is hushed, and
the ins%iratinn of generous comradeship strengthens the ties which
should bind associated men in amenity and mutual trust. Amid our
party antas&o;nisms and fierce rivalries the fraternal interconrse and
warm friendships, to which that middle aisle is no barrier, not only
redeem the sordid littlenesses of life but ennoble true m :

My acquaintance and intercourse with EVARTS W. FARR are among
the tenderest and most treasured recollections of this eventful Con-
gress. Inthe early daysof its first session we formed an acquaintance
which soon grew into a warm friendship. Serving on the same com-
mittee, I opportunity to know and admire the many noble traits
of his character. His colleague has already tenderly and elogquently
told the story of his eventful life—his early struggles, his later tri-
umphs, the confidence and love of his peo la—amlgig)sid just tribute
to his domestic virtues and recognized abilities.

Coming of sturdy New England families, EvaArTs W. FARR'S life
attested the maxim that “the blood of descent isthe prophecy of des-
tiny.” Hewas a type of the region from which he sprang, and of the
intelligent and appreciative constitueney which had laid upon him
the honors he so modestly accepted and the duties he so faithfull
discharged. In that section of our country education is univema{
labor is justly honored, property largely distributed, and nowhere
operate more fully all the t formative forces which malke charac-
ter, develop intellectnal and moral elements, and mould nationalities.
Hence that section, since the foundation of our Government, has been
represented in this body mainly by men of native strength and sound
learning, practical sense, and healthy patriotism—men both in mind
and character self-poised and symmetrical—the natural ontgrowth
of such surronndings and such conditions.

One of the profoundest thinkers of this age has wisely said:

s Uk oo e Rt e v £ Sl tineise of s Sehole fammantive bists o (iods
race or nation. There is yet Miltiades in the atmosphere we breathe in coun-
try, and there is Alfred in our daily doings.

And thus New England not only founded a distinetive nationalism
within her own borders, but awakening latent forces, voicing the
vague but irrepressible longings of the times, and organizing the
formative elements of a broader future, has added impelling power
to our growth, influenced our history, and being largely in sympathy
with the progressive principle which in a free country passes from
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eonscience to laws and institutions with irresistible force, has power-
fully aided our national struggle into institutional existence and per-
manence, and now these expanding elements are as much a part of
our national life as Warren and Adams and Webster are part of our
national history.

These reflections suggest themselves here because a typical out-
growth of these New England conditions and these distinctive forces
was EVARTS W. FARr. His colleagne has spoken of him as a student,
a soldier, and a citizen. How characteristic, and how touching that
patriotic devotion of the boy scholar turning resolutely away from
academic honors to the hargﬂh.ips and perils of the camp and field
the very hour he knew his country needed him. No wonder he bore
himself so bravely and so grandly thlgigh all that awful conflict. The
nobility of his nature recognized faithfulness to duty as his supreme
ﬁuide, so that even after he had lost his right arm at Williamsburgh

e joined his regiment before the wound was fully healed, and with
an intrepid valor which no danger daunted, no mﬁeﬂn{; subdued, no
defeat disheartened, he remained in active service till in his shat-
tered frame were fixed the seeds of disease which finally undermined
the citadel of life. While his country needed his services he refused
to c]z}m for his own health or safety. Indeed,he seemed to value life
itse

But as he served or saved the State.

I shall never forget his look or words as he replied to me one day
as to the loss of his arm. With the light of conscious triumph in his
eyes, he said in a deep, soft whisper: *No; it is less than I had ex-
pected to give my country.” Ah,the light of eternity alone can reveal
the awful sacrifices made—willingly, proudly made—to our imperiled
nation!

And though so modest as to his own claims to honor and so unself-
ish as to his own demands, he was intensely sensitive to the needs of
his soldier comrades and deeply indignant at the wanton neglect of
their long-deferred appeals for hearing and justice. C y and
laboriouﬁy he examined the pension claims before that committee
and urged those which were just and meritorions with an honest zeal
which stood amazed when he found it impossible to obtain for them
the attention of Congress.

His last recorded words in this House, near the close of last session,
were an eloquent plea that the soldiers of our country who had just
claims not only for hearing but for help should no longer be neg-
lected, and that the one day in each week dedicated by our rules to
such claims should not be, as it had been, constant] en for other
business. His was the completeness of integrity—the very chivalry
of justice. And to him it very naturally seemed that there could be
no duty so imperative, no obligation so nrgent, no work so welcome
to the agents of the Government or the elected servants of the peo-
ple as to mete out just if not generous recognition to the deserving
soldiers of our country, many of whom are in dire need, helpless, suf-
fering, but still the same men whose once stalwart arms upbore the
dear old flag and whose bodies bridged the awful chasm over which
the nation marched to victory and peace.

A striking trait of Major FARR's character was his modesty. Con-
scions of honest, faithful service, eager only for duty, he had no
hunger for mere notoriety and sought no personal advertisement.
Even when fully pre on a subject, he was wont to urge others
to take the floor—a rare unobtrusiveness. Indeed, his quiet, earnest
work was for a purpose and not for effect, and seemed perpetually to
embody the spirit of the Persian proverb:

‘Words are the children of the wind, deeds are the daughters of the soul.

Absolnte honesty and trnthfolness were among the impressive char-
acteristics of his nature. Not mere commercial honesty, but truth-
fulness absolnte and honesty in the highest sense of that much em-
bracing and grand old Roman word. Wellington in the House of
Lords, just after the sudden death of Sir Robert Peel, in speaking to
his memory, praised above all his ** trnthfulness ; ” an honor alike to
the great statesman who merited it and fo the great soldier who so
fitly valued it. Well may we all remember that the gratitude and
love of peoples follow only those who in the service of their country
lay unstained hands

Upon the ark
Of her magnificent and awful canse.

The generous nature of our associate was full of magnanimity.
Though intensely loyal and patriotic, though maimed in body and
broken in health in the service of his country during the war of the
rebellion, he bore no bitterness and no resentment. The magnanim-
ity of his soul sought to embrace every citizen of our country in the
bonds of coneiliation and brotherhood, and his broad patriotism rec-
ognized in every State and every section parts of an indissoluble
national unity.

One of the youn members of this body, no man wounld have
selected EVARTS W. FARR as the first who should break our circle. He
was in the vemn;ing of his usefulness and power. The dreams
of youth were ming realities, and with iron will and brave heart
he was shaping them into beneficence and fame. In the midst of
youth and ambition unfulfilled he has left us.

The ancient Northmen’s image of death is less repulsive and more
Christian than thatof Christian countries. Noskeleton,butagigantio
fi that envelops men in the massive folds of his dark robes. But
whatever the symbol, whatever the promise of youth or the ripeness

' Wy Y »
of age, Death is always sudden and solemn. He Be!{ds‘maherald'lind
awaits no delay.

‘We know when moons shall wane,
‘When summer birds from far shall cross the sea,
‘When automn's hue shall tinge the gelden grain;
But who shall teach us when to look for thee.

Yet to the soul prepared it matters not. The “well done” is the
crown of life. 8o long asa man dwells on earth life is'but’a frag-
ment. But the close may seal the work with the benediction of
changeless fruition. The eareer finished in honor and radiant with
faith becomes a com{;‘lated wer and an everlasting possession.

May those of us who are left to speak and hear the tributes of this
august and sad observance fo our beloved associate take heed and
ponder the lesson it emphasizes. May we so live and act that some-
thing of the good said of him to-day may be as truly said of us, and
that death shall be to us indeed the erown and vestibule of life.

The name and fame of EvArTs W. FARR live to his family, his
State, hiscountry. He was a good citizen, a brave soldier, a faithful
legislator, a true man. Works of loving purpose and noble ambition
beautified a life round which will forever cluster tender and holy
memories. Warm with the affections and wise with the aspirations
which take hold of the life beyond, faith lends the light which clonds
cannot hide nor shadows dim.

In the bosom of his beloved New Hampshire, amid the wild beauty
of his native valley by the Ammonoosuck he sleeps, borne fo his last
rest by the 1ovin§ehamls of the grand old fraternities of which he was
an honored member. Monnt Washington, in clond-crowned grandeur,
stands silent sentinel above his grave. Itshall perish. He shall live.

He has done the work of a trne man ;
Crown him, honor him, love him,
Weep over tears of women,
5 manliest brows above him.
For the warmest of hearts is frozen,
The freest of hands is still,
Andthe gap in our picked and ¢hosen
The long years may not fill.

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise to ocenpy the
attention of the House with any formal eulogy of my comrade, col-
league, and friend. Others who knew him intimately and well have
given the particulars of his life and the analysis of his character and
record in eloquent and fitting terms. It was not my privilege to
know him until we met in the extra session of the Forty-sixth Con-
gress which is now drawing to a close. I had not the intimacy that
grows out of association on committees, nor were we often thrown

ther in social gatherings. But it was our fortune to sit near each
other on the floor of the House. An acquaintance was readily formed.
His age, which was nearly my own, his empty sleeve, and his Army
record soon drew me toward him. I could not fail to observe his
conduct and his votes during his brief service as a Representative.

At the request of his colleague, in charge of these memorial resolu-
tions, and in justice to my own feelings, I very cheerfully place on
record in a few simple words my profound respect for the memory
of my deceased friend. His life was neither long nor eventfal to a
degree that justifies very general recognition and extended eulogy.
I greatly mistake the character and taste of EVARTS W. FARR, if liv-
ing he would have enjoyed unmeasured praise. He was a man of
intelligence, of quick perceptions, of wonderful industry and fidelity,
of rare courage in upholding his convictions, and of transparent hon-
esty of purpose. He was a student of books and a student of men.
He gave himself unreservedly to the work that he undertook. Never
absent from his seat unless from necessity, he kept himself informed
of the procedure of business and the merits of pending legislation.
He was induostrious in committee, attentive to his constitunency, and
extremely anxious fo inform himself as to the best methods of serv-
ing his country at hrfe as well as the State he in part represented.
He was an earnest and uncompromising partisan in the trune sense of
that word. He believed in the great principles of his party and in
its Ifo].icy of administration as best for all sections of the country.

) ized the necessity of political as well as mili organ-
ization, and when out-voted for command esteemed it his duty and
his privilege to march in the ranks, side by side with his comrades
and coworkers, He believed in aggressive rather than defensive
warfare; in advancing the right rather than in obstructing the
wrong ; in sowing and cultivating good seed rather than in employing
his time and wasting his energies in the destruction of weeSs. No
one could well sn?ech him of swerving in the least degree from his
convictions of ﬂ% t and duty. He was wise enough to seek more
information, and discreet enough to build patiently and well by study,
observation, and experience the foundation of a con ional repu-
tation that, had he lived, must have sustained a solid structure.

His intellectual ability and parliamentary knowledge shone all the
hrighter in the setting of a modest eelf-distrust. As a boy we are
told he schooled himself by his daily toil, as the brightest and best
of New England boys have done. When the war broke out he was
in college and among the first in the Granite State to enlist in April,
1861, as a private soldier. As a oaﬁptain at Williamsburgh under
Hooker he left his right arm on the field of battle. Longer service
or greater sacrifice could not have been expected ; but his wound had
scarcely healed when he sought the front nnder Grant and Sherman
in the Bouthwest with a major’s commission; and not till the war
closed did he quit the Army, not always in the field, but always in
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the line of active, faithful service. After the war as a law student,
successful practitioner, trusted and honored public officer, and finally
as a lgigresentat:ive in Congress he maintained the same heroic and
unsel character.

Others have been more conspicunous than he both in military and
in civil life, but we may look in vain for a better iHustration of the
ideal volunteer soldier and citizen of the Republic. When danger
threatened his countrymen he was first to seek and last to leave the
most perilous and patrioticservice. When peace came and the waste
of war must needs be repaired, he was again first among the faithfnl
in giving the best energies of a dauntless spirit and an enfeebled,
crippled%)ody to the civil service. Hedied in the prime of manhood,
most loved and respected by those who knew him best. It is said
that a pebble dropped in ocean will send its wavelets to the distant
shore.

Is it too much to say that a life like that of our deceased colleague,
pure, unselfish, uplifting in its aims and efforts, dropped in the t
ocean of humanity, will not Eass from sight without leaving behind
an influence that touches the hearts and lives of generations to come ?
The strength and promise of our American institutions lie in the
development of just such characters as that of Mr. FARg. Faithful
as I am told, to every trust confided to him, and generous in kind
words and good deeds, be has done what he could to alleviate human
suffering and to elevate and ennoble human kind.

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, thrice during this Congress has the end
of earth come to members of this House. One of our associates dur-
ing each of our previous sessions, and now a third just as we were
assembling here for this session, have been called from these scenes
of warm contention and earnest endeavor to that unseen world to
which we know we, too, are all so soon to follow.

Sudden and un cted as were the deaths of Mr. Clark at our
first session and that of Mr. Lay at our last, the news of the decease
of my late colleague, Hon. EVARTS W. FARR, at his home in Littleton,
New Hamegahim, on the 30th day of November last, was hardly less
un cted or more appalling to his associates in this House or to his
friends in his own State.

On the evening of Monday preceding the opening of this session I
first learned of his brief illness through the publie print, and the
next morning at nine o’clock he was dead. Though the disease which
was the immediate cause of my late colleagne’s death was so brief
that his neighbors hardly mi him from the streets of the village
before he was dead, I am aware that he had for months suffered from
a complication of diseases which we now know must at any rate have
at no remote period bronght his life to a close. I very well remem-
ber how much and how patiently he suffered here from ill health
during the last sL)ring months until finally, under the earnest advice
of his physician, he was induced to ask leave of absence for the clos-
ing weeks of the session and take a short sea voyage for the benefit
of his failing health. I think I have never known a member of this
House more constant in his attendance upon its sessions or one who
seemed to feel more keenly the necessary absence of an hour than
Mr. FARR, and so, troubled and too sensitive about his enforced ab-
sence, two days before the close of last session he had returned here
improved in appearance and spirits, but still by no means & well man.

m a conversation with him in this Hall, perhaps the last one I
ever had with him, for I never saw him after our separation last
June, I learned that he was one of that great army of martyrs to
their country’s cause, who, s d death in battle, camp, and prison,
are reserved to after years of pain and infirmity, from insidious dis-
ease fastened on the system while serving in our Army during the
late civil war.

Major FARR was one of the younger members of this House, having
but just completed his fortieth year at the time of his death; but
those years were full of earnest effort and stirring incident, thongh
no special privation beset his early life or remarkable opportunity
opened befere his maturer years.

Waiving the assistance which parental affection was always ready
to afford he was always inclined, as I am informed, in his boyhood to
Tely on his own unaided efforts, and early showeé. that manly self-
reliance and that spirit of independence which so characterized him
in after life, by 1 ¥, if not entirely, defraying the expenses of his
preparatory education at Thetford Academy, in Vermont, a seminary
of good reputfe and large patronage, where he graduaded with vale-
dictory honors and subsequently entered Dartmouth College in the
class which graduated in 1863.

Here the war of the rebellion found him pursuing his freshman
atudies, the earnest, genial son of God-fearing, liberty-loving parents
of the Puritan stock. The offspring of such an ancestry, he had im-
bibed from the daily interconrse of the home circle, from the teach-
ing of the district school, and from the whole social and moral atmos-
phere that molded his character an earnest admiration for that view
of life which claims cm:nglet-e freedom and equal privileges and op-
portunity in life’s s e for all.

. To a mind sha under such influences anything like classific dis-
tinction in the State or in social life, or the arbitrary enforced sub-
servience of individuals or a race, was repugnant beyond endurance,
and it was passed comprehension when any attempt was made to
reconcile such a system with any code of ethics which reckoned hon-

a virtue or theft an offense against fair dealing. Such views his

college life was calculated to intensify.

Dartmouth College had been founded a century before, in the heart
of our northern wilderness, having for its motto, * Vox clamantis
deserto,” the voice of one erying in the desert, and with the distinet
avowal that its mission was to educate the proscribed red man in
common with the sons of the white settler. ith advancing years
and receding forests the Indian had ceased to frequent its halls, but
the comprehensive, race-wide philanthropy of Wheelock and his asso-
ciates had left an abiding impress on its successive generations of
instructors and given shape and direction to its mission as an educator
of young men; and when the great struggle of 1861 came on, whenever
it was referred to, whether among the students themselves in the
recitation room, or the hall of more public discourse, there was praise
of the social equality pervading life in the free States, and a corre-
sponding denunciation of the peculiar institution which had brought
on the great conilict and for the perpetuity of which the struggle was
confessedly waged ; and soon young FARR, with others of his fellow-
sttllddiants, had exchanged the academic gown for the uniform of the
soldier.

Volunteering on the 20th of April, 1861, as a private, he remained
in the Army down to June, 1365, when he was honorably disc .
During most of these years, excepting the brief period when he was
disabled from keeping the field after the loss of hi right arm in the
battle of Williamsburgh, Virginia, in May, 1862, he seems to have been
in battle, camp, and on the march.

By his bravery and a conspicnous exhibition of all the traits that
mark the good soldier, he rose from the rank of private to that of
captain in the Second Regiment, and finally to the rank of major in
the Eleventh Regiment of New Hampshire Volunteers.

Returning at the close of the war to his mounntain home, he set
about the study of the law, and was admitted to the bar of Grafton
County, New Hampshire, in 1867 ; at once opened an office in his na-
tive town of Littleton, and there continuned in the practice of his
profession down to the time of his last brief illness, excepting as he
was called to places of publie trust; and these calls were not infre-
quent, and they were conspicnously to commanding positions and

laces which require for their possessor that private worth and pub-
ic confidence which Major FARR so fully possessed.

Having been assessor of internal revenue by presidential appoint-
ment from July, 1570, to the abolition of the office in 1873, county
solicitor of Grafton County by executive appointment in 1873 and
again in 15876, a member of the executive council of his State in 1876,
he was elected a member of this House for the Forty-sixth Congress
and ﬂ.%mn elected fo the Fortﬁ‘aeveuth Congress in November last.

To those gentlemen in this House who were so fortunate as to make
Major FARR'S acquaintance it will be no surprise when I say he was
a great favorite with his party and the pride of our New Hampshire
people. Proverbial for his honesty and his honor, his patriotism
proven by his heroic service for his country, his co on the very
crest of battle attested by that empty right sleeve, a bright man in-
tellectually and well poised every way, never descending from the
highest moral plane in his daily walk and conversation, a good law-
yer, the pleasant gentleman always that gnu saw here, the leader in
every good work, it is no wonder that old men stood by him, young
thongh he was, nor that the young were fascinated by his life, nor
that all classes and ages rallied around him and made him their stand-
ard-bearer whether he would or no.

The men and women of that northern region are stern in their
notions of right and wrong, and exacting of their public servants in
matters of public policy ; but so well had their requirements been met;
in his case that their affection toward him whose life we to-day com-
memorate was as fervid as the fires on their hearth-stones ; and when
his death was known there was a sense of personal bereavement
among all classes which comes only when a trusted leader who is the
hope and reliance of the State in the emergencies of the future falls.

a lawyer, Major FARR had his training and passed his profes-
sional life at a bar which for many years has been remarkable for
the legal knowledge and forensic ability of its members. Personall,
I knew little of him in his profession, but I am told that his natm{
vigor of intellect, aided by that perseverance and determination to
excel which seem never to have failed him, very early gave him a
prominent position as a lawyer, not only in the minds of community

enerally, but as well in the more discriminating estimate of the pro-
ession. = Doubtless others were severer students of books and sharper
&mﬁitioners, but none, I venture to say, took broader views of the

w or made more sensible agplication of its principles, and no one
practiced the law iu a more honorable way, or more for the good of
the State, or more to the satisfaction of his clients, than Major FARR.

Genius has been said to be the undne development of some one
faculty at the ex of others, and all of us have seen too many
instances of the like. Genius in this sense Major FARR had not, but
if he had none of those shining qualities which dazzle and attract,
he had all those qualities which g: to make up anoble manhood well
balanced and we% diseiplined. He was a most consistent and serv-
iceable man, rich in good works in public and private life alike. No
one was more constant in attendance here than he, none more punct-
ual or more fearless in putting himself on the record on all questions
acted on in this House. Though he took little of the time of this
House in speech-making, it was neither because he was not interested
in matters of legislation, nor becanse he was not a ready and effective
debater, for no one followed our deliberations with more care than
he, and he spoke with ease and an ability that attracted attention upon
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all subjects that interested him. Doubtless, with longer service here,
he would have been found valuable in discussion as well as in con-
sultation.

That m’yug;ﬂlesgue should have been cuof off ere it was the noon of
life with him ; when life promised so much of enjoyment and useful-
ness; when his hopes were so high and the endearments of that now
stricken and desolate little family were so great, is incomprehensible.
Reason reels at the blow ; all the resources of philosophy and specu-
lation give no solution of the mysterious Providence, and we are re-
minded that we are here simply the executors of another's will; that
the disposition of nations an({ of individuals alike is not in finite
hands. “For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to
face.” Now, and whenever we recall our lamented brother, we will
gay the best we can say of any :

He hes done ‘lPs work‘of a trua‘nn.

Never rode to the wrong's redressing
A worthier s

Shall he not hear the blessing,
*Good and faithful enter in?"

Mr. BLAKE. Mr. 8Bpeaker, twice within my brief term of service
in this House has the seat at my right hand been vacant. Two of
our fellow-members who sat there have been taken from us by death.
First, Clark of Iowa; then, FARR of New Hampshire, Both of them
were “ men and true;” both of them the faithful servants of the
people ; both of them my friends.

It is of Mr. FARR only that I am to speak at this time. My liking
for him was of no sudden growth. Untilhe came to this seat, I knew
not even his name. And then—so soon was it after the loss of poor
Clark—1I was in no mood to greet him or any other with ardor; while
Farr himself, as if he read my thoughts, was shy and formal. Thus
were we for a time kept apart. The courtesies of our daily inter-
course, however, mdualli drew us together, and acquaintance rip-
ened into friends ip. When we separated, at the close of the last
session, it was with words of mutualregret. During the vacation we
exchanged letters, and made glans, which now, alas! are never to be
rea]iwﬁ I had heard that he was feeble in health, but I did not
foresee the end that wasso near. To-day, he lies buried in one of the
beauntiful valleys which he loved, among the Granite Hills, and the
snows of winter are heaped high above his newly-made grave.

It was not easy to become familiar with Mr. FARR., He did not
“ wear his heart upon his sleeve.” He sought no intimacies. Stran-
gers did not understand him. Nor did he respond quickly to their
advances. There was to them—and to them, alone—an exterior of
reserve ; or, sometimes, a plainness of speech which repelled. And
a few may have said that he was wanting in sympathy. Buot these
knew him not. His inner self was hidden from them. To those fa-
vored ones, who, having uﬁained the key, passed within the portal, he
was frank and genial, of sensibility, tender and loving, abun-
dant in deeds of kindness and good-will.

Little by little did he tell me the story of his life : of his boyhood ;
of his efforts to obtain education ; his patience and self-denial; his
arduous military service; his happy marriage ; his successes as a law-

er; his participation in the civil affairs of his State ; and finally of

is election to Con, The whole was told with great simplicity.
There was no boasting ; no seeking for praise. Not a word about his
distingunished bravery upon the field of battle. Allthathave I learned
from otherlips than hisown. As he drew the picture for me, he had
merely tried to do his duty and to do it well. In hiseyes, there was
nothing of merit in doing that which is required of all men alike.
But the record of this short life—so pure, so useful—is at once a
lesson and a legacy for those whom he has left behind.

The few flaws in Mr. FARR’S character were of manner rather than
of the heart. Let us speak of his better qualities. He was modest—
almost timid, and yet bold when there was occasion for boldness.
Humble, yet proud of his s!:ren‘ﬁt.h when there was a wrong to be re-
dressed or the weak and friendless were to be upborne. Zealous in
behalf of a client or a cause, and yet zeal and honor went ever side by
side with equal steps. Having a mind so broad that he could not be
technical, he was direct always in speech and {mrp{me Like the Sul-
tan Akbar, he believed that ‘no man was ever lost in a straight road.”
Hence was he without craft and without deceit. He hated a lie, and
for the liar he had scorn. His early struggles had made him practi-
cal. Common sense held the scales in which he weighed all things;
and honesty of the old-fashioned kind left him rich only in the esteem
and confidence af his fellow-men.

‘When he came into this body it was with the determination to be
useful.  He did not wish to be conspicnous. No member was more
regular in attendance. No one more watchfnl of the proceedings.
No one more studionsof the methodsof legislation. Nonemore indus-
trious in the committee-room. None more conscientious everywhere.
None firmer than he in resistance to any scheme which seemed to be
unwise or unwholesome. Thoroughly in earnest about every matter,
whether great or small. Devoted to l{m constitnents, being their rep-
resentative in fact as well as in name. A partisan, and intense in loy-
alty to his party; at the same fime so true fo his country as to be in
a measure independent of parties and party discipline. Clear and
positive in his views npon all political questions and strong in their
expression ; nevertheless, without rancor or bitterness toward those
whom he believed to be honestly opposed to them.

It was not strange, then, that the people who sent him here were

prompt to recognize his ability and his fidelity. Nor strange, that in
the recent elaoglzjn the, inaiattgd upon his rettgm for further ’aerviae,
to the place which he had filled so well. Could he have been spared
for a few years longer, I am persuaded that other and higher honors
would have opened to him. And I know that he would have been
found worthy of them all. Ifisidle, however, to speculate upon that
which is impossible. His earth-work is finished. He comes to us no
more. But there are some in this presence, to-day, by whom he will
not be forgotten. In our hearts, his memory—like the sweet-scented
branches of the pine tree and the hemlock which stand as sentinels
around his grave—shall be green and fragrant forever.

Mr. SHERWIN. Mr. Speaker, I was unacquainted with the de-
ceased member from New Hampshire until I met him here at the extra
gession of this Congress. The badge he wore, his empty sleeve, first
drew my attention toward him, and the formal introdunction which
followed ripened into an acquaintance during the last session of Con-
gress especially, sitting as he did so near me, which led me to respect,
admire, and trust him. Cominglus we did from wide-severed portions
of the Republic, he from the shadows of Mount Washington in the
valley of the Connecticut, and I from the level prairies of Illinois, we
yet joined hands in this one in hope and one in purpose and
desire to do that which should redound to the prosperity, the glory,
the power, of the nation.

I knew nothing of his life at home. I did know that he had given
one of his limbs to his country, and had loyallylavished his strength
and the en of his youth for four long years that the nation might
endure an undivided republic forevermore. I can fancy that Major
FaARrR,astudent at Dartmonth, the honored alma mater of many accom-
plished and illustrious jurisis, statesmen, orators, and scholars, when
the late unhappy conflict was impending may have repeated the im-
mortal words of New Hampshire’s and Dartmounth’s greatest son in
the peroration to his second speech on Foot's resolution, expressin,
the very passion of liberty and union and converting the nation’s
fears for both into a prophecy, afterward to be gloriously fulfilled ;
and that those words, now classie, while upon the “ES of Webster
were but an unguenchable aspiration, were, under the exigent de-
mands of that time, at once transmuted by him into a lofty purpose,
which seized upon and impelled him to heroie deeds, Changing the
majestic eloguence of the Senate into snblimest action, he helped to
place the feet of the nation npon the immovable granite of Union,
one and indivisible. :

He showed in all my intercourse with him here that he was moved
by a constant sense of duty to himself, his constituents, and his coun-
try. He was unflagging in the Earformanca of his duties, and untir-
ing in all the routine work which is cast npon a member of Congress.
And while attending faithfully to the uninteresting, common, and
exacting demands made ufoon him daily, he was constantly studyin
the intricate methods of legislation and familiarizing himself wit
the course of congressional business, that he might be fitted to grap-
ple in the future with those ter and more important questions of
state which are only opened fo those men of experience acquired
within these walls.

He had a mind of singular directness, which went at once to the
marrow of a question. He was sometimes impatient at the delays of
public business and longed to cut eff or suppress all extraneons con-
siderations when debating public questions and proceed directly to
its consummation. Yet he was careful and cautious in all essentials.

It is not necessary for me to say that he was animated bﬂ: gat:riot-
ism as broad as the banner which embraces the whole in its
folds, and as bri%ht as are its stars. His love of country was a pas-
sion with him. Hisbestthoughts and purposes were given to it, even
as he had before given of his body and his blood, freely and without
stint. An imputation upon its honor was like a personal affront to
him, His country was not New Hampshire, but the Union, indivisi-
ble and grand. While he loved the ite hills upon which he was
born and reared, and they were his home, those hills were compre-
hended in the afl—embmcing circuit of the Republic.

He was simple and unaffected in his manners, and easily approached
by every one. Those who knew him could not but be charmed by
the frankness of his address, the intelligence of his conversation, and
the kindliness of temper which shone overall. A strangereven would
have recognized in him a man of stern integrity and purity of life.

This man, whose life had been full of heroic experiences and stren-
uous living, who had seb his ideals high above the ordinary levels of
the world and was possessed of the vigor to successfully pursue them,
had been selected by the people who knew him best to represent them
in the council chambers of the nation before he had attained to the
prime of his manhood.

He had acquitted himself so well in his high trusts that he had
been the second time chosen by them as their Representative, but
hardly had the news of his last success reached us before the wires
brought the painful announcement that he was no more. Ambition
was laid at rest. Death stepped noiselessly between him and the goal
he had set himself. That career, which had so lately opened to hi
its bri%?t promise of usefulness, for which he had girded himself, but
which he had as yet hardly begun to run, was suddenly closed, and we
stand by his vacant seat pondering upon the frail tenure by which man
is held to the concerns of life. e cannot comprehend the wisdom

which has removed him so early from the work of life which he was
so well fitted to perform; but we can understand and do know that
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he has left with us the record of a man modest yet firm ; one who
loved the trne and the good, and was ready to work for them; a
wise legislator, a patriot, an honest man.

Mr. RAY. Mr. Speaker, after what has already been so worthily
said of the life and public services of my late predecessor, but little
remains for me to add. I feel unwilling, however, to let this occa-
sion pass without paying my humble tribute to the worth of Evarts

. FARR.

Residing near him, it was my privilege to know him intimately for
twenty years and npward. As a civilian, he laid no claim to leader-
ship, as that term is commonly nnderstood, but he was, nevertheless,
a thoroughly excellent and publie-spirited citizen, possessed of good
judgment and sound common sense.

From personal observation ever since he came to man’s estate, I
can safely aver that in every position of public trust or private con-
fidenee in which he was placed he was reliable, faithful, and effi-
cient.

He who does the best his circumstances will allow,
Does well, acts nobly ; angels could no more.

I concur fully in the accurate compend of his biography which has
been soeloguently given by my colleagues, and will not, therefore, take
the time of the House in itsrepetition. The people of hisdistrict, a

reciating the creditable manner in which he had-acquitted himself,
Eoth in military and civil life, had elected him as a member of the
by a decisive majority, and honorable members as-
sociated with him npon committees, and all who enjoyed his acquaint-
ance, can testify how worthily that honor as well as that of his
re-election to the Forty-seventh Congress was bestowed by his con-
stituents. Few men have made more friends during so brief an allot-
ment of life, and none have left behind them fewer enemies.

Upon this occasion I ean do little more than to express the senti-
ments of kindly regard with which my long acquaintance with Major
Farr had inspired me, leaving to others, who have to-day so well
fulfilled the task, to speak of tEose features of his career which en-
deared him to the people of New Hampsire, and which will endear
his memory to them forever.

We listen now to the formal announcement of his death that we
may, by this public demonstration, show our respect for the high
office which he held, and our appreciation of his patriotism as shown
on the battle-field and his faithfulness as displayed in civil life,
These resolutions cannot augment the fame of the deceased, but they
will show that the Republic can be grateful to those who have served
her well, and that men of all parties can appreciate the qualities
which illustrated and adorned his life,

The lesson of his well-spent life and untimely death cannot fail
us, for the former is ever before us as an example, the latter as a
warning. The spectacle of one cut down in the prime of his man-
hood, in the very midst of a nuseful and meritorious career, is one that
may well make us paunse in the hurry and bustle of our daily duties,
to consider whether life is worth all the wear and fear and wo
that we undergo for worldly purposes alone, and it brings to mind,
with overwhelming force, the truth that it is not all of %.fﬂ to live.
The pure, patriotic, and noble life of our deceased friend remains only
a memory, but it is a memory which descends to his family, and
ﬁnbdred, and friends as a priceless inheritance, an imperishable legacy

onor.

‘With mingled feelings of sadness and satisfaction I move the adop-
tion of these resolutions: sadness at the occurrence which gave rise
to their introduction, satisfaction because of the opportunity afforded
me to forward what I consider most appropriate action on the part
of this House in commemoration of an event which has brought sor-
sow to so many hearts and an impressive lesson to us all.

The SPEAKER. The question ison the adoption of the resolutions
submitted by the gentleman from New Hampshire.

The resolutions were unanimously adopted ; and then, in obedience
thereto, the House (at three o'elock and forty-five minutes p.m.)
adjourned.

present Con

PETITIOXS, ETC.

The following petitions and other papers were laid on the Clerk’s
desk, under the rule, and referred as follows, viz:

By Mr, BREWER : The petition of Henry Howard and Alonzo N.
Moffat, that an American register be granted the steam-barge Tecum-
seh—to the Committee on Commerce.

Also, resolution of the Legislature of Michi

priation to improve the harbor at New Bu
rien, Michigan—to the same committee.
: Afso, resolutions of the Association of Agricultural Societies of Mich-
igan, asking that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department,
and also that measures be taken to prevent the spread of contagious
diseases among cattle—to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. C ISLE : The petition of William W. Hanes, for an ex-
tension of his gztent for an improvement in explosive projectiles for
ordnance—to the Committee on Patents.

By Mr. CARPENTER : The ;»eﬁﬁon of Charles W. Minard, John
Standley, and others, soldiers of Grant City, Iowa, against the nga
of the sixty-surgeons pension bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pen-

sions.
By Mr. CONGER: The petition of P. A, Wilton and others, citizens

n, asking for an appro-
o0, in the county ofp ger-

of Michigan, for such amendment of the patent laws as will protect
innocent purchasers signi.nst frand in the sale of patented articles—
to the Committee on Patents.

Also, the petition of P. A. Wiltonand others, citizens of Michigan,
for the pnﬁa of laws mqilxir‘mg just and equal charges for trans-
portation. freight—to the Committes on Commerce.

Also, the petition of Samuel Woolbridge, of Hiuhilﬂm, for compen-
sation for injuriessustained by reason of an alleged illegal arrest and
imprisonment by United States officials—to the Committee on Claims,

50, resolution of the Legislature of Michigan, sski.ng'lfor an ap-
mﬁaﬁon in money for the improvement of New Buffalo Harbor,
ichigan—to the Committee on Commerce.
By Mr. HENDERSON : The petition of Joseph B. Cushman and
others, that soldiers discharged for disease receive the same bounty
as those discharged on account of wounds—to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs.

By Mr. McGOWAN : Resolation of the Legislature of Hiohigan,
asking an appropriation to secure an efficient harbor at New B 0,
Michigan—to the Committee on Commerce.

Also, the petition of 8. L. Bentley and 80 citizens of Eaton Rapids,
Michigan, for the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee
on Patents.

Also, the petition of 8. L. Bentley and 75 citizens of Eaton Rapids,
Michigan, for the enactment of an income-tax law—to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

Also, the petition of Lewis Gordon and 10 others, citizens of Michi-
gan, against the passage of the sixty-surgeons bill—to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

Also, the petition of William G. Philips, and 84 others, citizens of
Eaton Rapids, Michigan, that the Burean of Agriculture be made a
De ent—to the %‘ommittee on Agriculture.

,resolutions of the Association oggricultuml Societies of Michi-
gan, asking that the Bureau of Agriculture be made a Department,
and also that measures be taken to prevent the spread of contagiouns
diseases among cattle—to the same committee.

By Mr. Mc ON: The petition of C. N. Cobler and 60 oth
flgr the passage of anincome-tax law—to the Committee on Ways

eans.

Also, the petition of A. L. Clark and 60 others, for the passage of
a law to protect innocent purchasers of patented articles and patent
rights—to the Committee on Patents.

Also, the petition of T. J. Oldfather and 60 others, for the passage
of an interstate-commerce bill—to the Committes on Commerce.

Also, the petition of J. C. Stiver and 60 others, that the Bureaun of
Agriculture be made a artment—to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. SCOVILLE: The petition of citizens of Buffalo, New York,
that a duty be levied upon all fresh-water fish imported into the
United States that may be caught in Canadian waters—to the Com-
mittee on Ways and ns.

By Mr. STEVENSON: The fetition of soldiers of Logan County,
Illinois, a%ainat the passage of the sixiy-surgeons bill—to the Com-
mittee on Invalid Pensions. )

By Mr. TILLMAN: The petition of members of Saint George
Grange, Colleton County, South Carolina, that the patent laws be so
amended as to protect innocent purchasers against fraudulent vend-
ers of patents and Eatent rights—to the Committee on Patents.

r. VALENT: : The petition of W. G. Hildreth and 30 others,
against the passage of Senate bill No. 496—to the Committee on In-
valid Pensions.

Also, the petition of G. H. Haarmann, of Omaha, Neb: manu-
facturer of vinegar, against the passage of the bill (H. R. No. 6460)
relating to the manufacture of vinegar—to the Committee on Ways

and Means.
By Mr. WARNER : The petition of R. R. Hudson and 95 others, citi-
zens of Middleport, Ohio, for the construction of an ice-harbor at that

place—to the Committee on Commerce.

By Mr, WILLIS: The petition of the Louisville (Kentucky) Board
of Trade, against the enactment of a bankrupt law—to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

PB}' er. YOCUM: 'I';l%i petition otftiit.iz_ens of Clearfield Colt:illl-{.y,
ennsylvania, against the eof thesixty-surgeons on bill—
to the Committee on hvnﬂtﬁ:ﬁamna. o o

IN SENATE.
WEDNESDAY, February 9, 1881.

The Senate met at eleven o’clock a. m.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BuLrock, D. D,

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr, JOHNSTON. I present the petition of a number of citizens of
Richmond, Virginia, praying for a further survey of James River, with
a view of securing a uhnnngl to Richmond of twenty-five feet at full
tide. This petition is signed by a t number of the Eamjnent
men and business men of the city of Richmond, and is so important
that I ask that it be read.

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be read.
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