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Mr. SPINOLA moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUBLIC PROPERTY.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I eall up from the House Calendar a bill (8.
2519) to make enlisted men of the Signal Corps responsible for public
property.

The bill was read, as follows:

Be it enacted, ete,, That, from and after lltc&aasaga of this act, every officer of
the Signal Corps, every non-commissioned officeror private of the Signal Corps,
and all other officers, agents, or persons, who now have in possession, or may
hereafter receive or may be intrusted with any stores or supplies, shall quar-
terly or more often, if so directed, and in such manner and on such forms as
may be preseribed by the Chief Signal Officer, make true and correct returns to
the Chief Signal Officer of all Signal Service property and all other supplies and
stores of every kind received by or intrusted to them and each of them, or
which may, in any manner, come into their and each of their possession or
charge. 'Ij‘;:le Chief Signal Officer, subject to the approval of the Secretary of
‘War, is hereby authorized and directed to draw up and enforce in his bureau a
eystem of rules and regulations for the government of the Signal Bureau, and
of all persons in said burean, and for the safe-keeping and preservation of all
Slg'nalpgorviee property of every kind, and to direct and prescribe the kind,
:l;mher, and form of all returns and reports, and to enforce compliance there-

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I suppose there will be no objection to the
passage of this bill. It simply provides that officers of the Signal
Corps shall be responsible for property intrusted to them. Asitis
now the Chief Signal Officer is held responsible for all property, no mat-
ter where it may be. I ask the hill be put upon its passage.

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it was accordingly read
the third time, and passed.

Mr. TOWNSHEND moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on
the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill (H. R. 9907) on the same sub-
Jject will be laid upon the table.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

FRESH AIR IN ENGINE-ROOMS OF STEAMERS,

Mr. TOWNSHEND. How much time have I remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman has ten minutes.

Mr, TOWNSHEND. 1will yield to the gentleman from Texas [Mr.
Cxam% to introduce a bill,

Mr, CRAIN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 11510)
to compel owners of steamers to supply fresh air to the engine-rooms;
which was read a first and second ‘time, referred to the Committee on
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. -

ORDER OF BUSINESS.,

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I move that the House now resolve itselfinto
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to consider
bills reported from the Committee on Military Aflairs.

The motion was agreed to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
Mr. MoMILLIN in the chair.

MILITARY RESERVATION, PLATTSBURGH, N. Y.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Icall up for present consideration the bill (H.
R. 11252) to construct a road from the village of Plattsburgh, N. Y.,
through and along the Government military reservation in said village.

The bill was read at length.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I move that the bill be laid aside—

Mr. KILGORE. I do not think I would be in a condition to agree
to that to-day unless there is a quorum present. [Laughter.]

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Of course, if the gentleman insists upon a
quorum,although I think it a meritorions bill, and if my friend would
examine it he would reach the same conclusion; but I understand the
gituation, and withdraw the bill.

I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. MAIsH].

NATIONAL CEMETERY, FREDERICKSBURGH, VA.

Mr. MAISH. Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to call up for present con-
gideration the bill (H. R. 1907) to provide for macadamizing the road
from the railroad to the national cemetery in the city of Fredericks-
burgh, Va.

The bill was read at length.

Mr. MAISH. I move that this bill be laid aside to be reported to
the House with a favorable recommendation.

Mr. KILGORE. Mr. Speaker, I have no objection to having the
sense of the House taken upon the motion of the gentleman from Penn-
gylvania to lay this bill aside with a favorable recommendation.

If everybody votes for it and I against it, I will have to call a quorum.
If you want to go that far I have no objection.

Mr. MAISH. The gentleman from Texas will not call a quorum, I
understand.

Mr. KILGORE. Oh, yes, I will. [Laughter.]

Mr. STRUBLE. That is quite a difference of opinion.

Mr. MAISH. Then I withdraw the bill.

Mr. KILGORE. All right.

XIX—-562

Mr. MAISH. The gentleman says he has no objection to my with-
drawing it. :
Mr. KILGORE. None whatever.
ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Chairman, the bills we have marked for
consideration to-day are of such a character as perhaps would be ob-
jected to by the gentleman from Texas or other gentlemen, who have
declared that they do not wish bills of this class to be passed without
a quornm. I will therefore move that the committee now rise. Itis
useless to present bills and have to withdraw them because of the ques~
tion of no quornm being raised.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Crisp having resumed the
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. McMILLIN reported that the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under
consideration sundry bills, had come to no resolution thereon.

BONDS OF DISBURSING AND OTHER OFFICERS.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Mr. Speaker, I now call up the bill H. R.
8873, with Senate amendment, a bill in relation to bonds of disburs-
ing or other officers, and to monthly payments of the Army.

The Senate amendment was read.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Thisbill isone thatwill probably provoke some
considerable discussion, and as there is but little time now remaining
of the hour, not enough to consider the bill, I ask unanimous consent
that it may go over until the next hour, and that the morning hour of
to-day may be considered as having expired.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The morning hour has expired.

Mr. McMILLIN. I move that the House do now adjourn. ;

The question was taken; and the Speaker pro fempore announced that
the ayes seemed to have it.

Mr. HOLMAN. I demanda division.

The House divided; and there were—ayes 45, noes 16.

So the motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 53
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned.

PRIVATE BILLS INTREODUCED AND REFERRED.

Under the rule private bills of the folowing titles were introduced
and referred as indicated below:

By Mr. HOLMAN: A bill (H. R. 11511) granting a pansion to George
Pulskamp—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. LAFFOON: A bill (H, R. 11512) for the relief of W. M. Rhea—
to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 11513) for the relief of William MeGriyer—to the
Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. J. J. O'NEILL: A bill (H. R. 11514) granting a pension {o
Fredericka Werheide—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 11515) granting a pension to Charles G. Sanders—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 11516) granting a pension to Julius Saner—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. O. B. THOMAS: A bill (H. R. 11517) for the relief of Will-
iam Miller—to the Committee on Military Affairs,

By Mr. ATKINSON: A bill (H. R. 11518) gmntiug a pension to
George Chappel—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

SENATE.
THURSDAY, Septéember 27, 1888,

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. G. BUTLER, D. D.
NAMING A PRESIDING OFFICER.

Mr. MANDERSON ecalled the Senate to order and said: The Secre-
tary will read a communication from the President pro tempore of the
Senate.

The Secretary of the Senate [Mr. AxsoNn G. McCook] read as
follows: i
UNITED STATES SENATE, Washingt

tor from Neb

D. C., Beptember 27, 1888,
ka, Mr. MAxpERsSON, to perform the duties of
JOHN J. INGALLS,
President pro tempore.
Thereupon Mr. MANDERSON took the chairas Presiding Officer for
to-day. .

I name the S
the Chair to-day.

THE JOURNAL. {

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved.

YELLOW-FEVER SUFFELERS. -

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MANDERsoN). The Chair lays
before the Senate the amendment of the House of Representatives to
the joint resolution (S. R. 110) in aid of the sufferers from yellow fever.
The amendment of the House of Representatives will be stated.

The SECRETARY. Strikeout all after the resolving clause and insert:

That the sum of §100,000 be, and the same hereby is, appropriated out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be immedistely availa-~
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ble, to be expended in the discretion of the President of the United States in aid
of State or municipal boards of health, or otherwise, to prevent the introduc-
tion of cholern or yellow fever into the United States from foreign countries, or
into one State or Territory from another, or in thesuppression of or preventing
the spread of snid diseases, or either of them, in infected districts.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I examined the amendment yesterday.
much fear that it misses the most urgent point where aid is required,
and that is the capacity to use any of this money in aid of those who
are sick orare in distress and starvation, as the newspapers report to us
from day to day so many are. In the hope, therefore, that something
better may be done, I move that the Senate non-concur in the amend-
ment, and ask for a conference thereon with the House of Representa-
tives.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senatorfrom Vermont moves that
the Senate non-concurin the amendment proposed by the House of Rep-
resentatives and ask for a conference thereon.

The motion was agreed to.

By unanimous consent, the Presiding Officer was aunthorized to ap-
point the conferees on the part of the Senate; and Mr. EDMUNDS, Mr.
ALLISON, and Mr. COCKRELL were appmnted

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. BLAIR. I present a memorial of stone-cutters of the United
States, remonstrating against the passage of the Mills tariff bill. The
remonstrants are practical stone-cuiters, and the original signatures ot
the men are appended. I find them located in Dallas, Tex.; Denver,
Colo. ; Memphis Junction, Ky.; Hallowell, Augusta, Clark’s Island
South Thomaston, St. George, Rockland, Round Point, Long Oove
and Tenant’s Harbor, in the State of Mame, Worcester and Mﬂford
Mass. ; South Ryegate, Rutland, and several other places in Vermont
Numt:c, R. I.; Roxbury, Brsdgeport, New London, and other places
in the State of Connecticut; a large number of places in the State of
New York, in the city of New York and vicinity, Long Island, Brook-
Iyn; many places in the State of Minnesota; Washington, D, C Kan-
gas Csty. Mo.; the city of Topeka, Kans.; Cmcmnatl Ohio; Rock Isl-
and, IlL.; St "Louis and St. Joseph, in the State of M:ssoun Indian-
apolis, Ind.; Riverdale, Cal.; and many other places. The memorial-
ists, addressing the Senate of the United States, state:
noealled DI D outatei kI the 1ot of - Blotes. Bemaaaeee o e
dressed, freestone, granite, sandstone, and all building or monumental stone”
from the free-list, as we believe the importation of rough stone into this coun-
try free of duty will be an injury to us and those who quarry stone in this coun-
try and benefit no one but the importers and foreign quarry-owners and quarry-
men, why do not contribute to the support of this Government. We will not
enter into n long argument on this question, but petition for the right to be
heard in protest against this attempt to injure quarrymen and stone-cutters
through pﬁwmg stone on the free-list while marble is dutiable; the same reasons
for striking marble from the free-list applying to all other stone.

This interest is very large in my own State, and it is also represented
among the memorialists.

The memorial was transmitted to me officially by Joseph B. Dyer,
secretary of the Granite-Cutters’ National Union of America, in the
city of New York. I found the number of signatures too large to con-
veniently count, but there must be some four or five hundred, and
perhaps more.

I move that the memorial be referred to the Committee on Finance.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Johnston Palmer and 129
other citizens of Indiana County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Will-
iam J. Work and 67 other citizens of Crawford County, Pennsylvania;

. and the petition of H. White and 28 other citizens of McKean Connty,
Pennsylvanis, praying for the passage of certain amendments to the
interstate-commerce law; which were referred to the Committee on In-
terstate Commerce.

Mr. PASCO. I present a petition of between five and six hundred
citizens of Key West, Fla., very largely interested in the manufacture
of cigars, calling the attention of Congress toa deficiency in the revenue
laws which operates very disadvantageously to the manufacturers of
cigars, owing to the slight difference between duties upon stnpped and
nnstripped tobacco. The facts are fully set forth in the petition, and
as it is short I ask leave that it be printed in the RECORD, omitting the
names.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Florida presents a

tition and asks that it be printed in the REcoRD without the names.
E there objection? The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. The
petition will be referred to the Committee on Finance,

The petition is as follows:

To the honorable the Senats and House of Representatives of the United States :

Your Pm.itxoners would most respectfully represent that they are citizens of
the United States and of the State of Florida, and residents of the city and
island of Key West, =
That the principal busi of the island of Key West is that of the manu-
facture of cigars, which gives employment to more than one-half of the popu-
lation, which is over 20,000,
That the number of cigars manufactured on the island of Key West during
thn past was 95,000,000, and the ter part of this gquantity was made of
tobaceo from the Island of Cuba.

’ﬁ?nt- among the various Pronm of ptepar!nx this tobacco in the factories
E-oﬁoun to its being made into c‘lgxrs is tha ming the tobaceo, or, as it
erally termed in the factories, ** stri ping" the tobaceo, tak the center

from the leaf, and this work is done :mre ¥ by women and children,

I very.

;everal thousands of whom depend alone on this particular labor for a livali-

That by the act of Congress approved March 3, 1883, chapter 121, the duties on
tobaceo in leaf unmanufmetured and not stemmed are 35 cents, and on stemmed
tobaceo 40 cents per pound.

That the dul.:es on thu stemmed tobacm be‘Ing only b cents per pound more
than the the man rs are thus enabled to get their
tobaceo from Cuba already stemmmed and ata sl:ght. excess in cost over the un-
stemmed tobacco, and the manufacturers here are availing themselves of this
privilege and emplaying or giving employment to laborers in Cuba,

That the result is that gradually but surely the laborers here who are em-
ployed in this special branch of the cigarindustry are being dluchm‘-ﬁ:d and de-
prived of this mode of obtaining a living, and one-half or more of laboring
E:pu]mon of this island are being driven from their legitimate field of labor by

thus brought into competition with the cheap labor of Cuba,

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that the duties on tobacco inleaf
unmanufactured and stemmed be increased, or that the act of Con above
mentioned be otherwise amended so as to prevent them from being brounght
into competition with the aforementioned cheap labor in the island of Cuba.

And your petitioners will ever pray.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom
was referred the bill (8. 3578) to perfect the military record of James

T. Hughes, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report
thereon. *

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. SABIN introduced a bill (8. 3593) granting a pension to Frank-
lin B. Dorothy; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Pensions, >

Mr. CALL introduced a joint resolution (8. R. 111) relating to yel-
low fever and epidemic diseases; which wasread twice by its title, and
referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases.

Mr. MITCHELL introduced a bill (S. 3594) granting a pension to
Robert Steward; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Pensions.

Mr. HAWLEY introduced a Lill (8. 3595) making an appropriation
to aid in the erection of a monument to the members of the First and
Second Regiments United States Sharpshooters who fell in the battle
of Gettysburgh; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the
Committee on Mlhtary

He also introduced a bﬂl (8. 3596) for the relief of the estate of the
late James B. Sinclair; which was read twice by its title, and referred
to the Committee on Military Affhirs,

VIANCEY TAGGART—CHANGE OF REFERENCE.

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill (8. 3585) for the relief of Viancey Tag-
garh was erroneously referred to the Committee un Pensions instead of
the Committee on Military Affairs. I move that the former commit-
tee be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be referred
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

The motion was agreed to.

ADJOUENMENT TO MONDAY.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that when the Senate adjourn to-day it
be to meet on Monday next.
The motion was agreed to.

ISAAC DAVENPORT AND OTHERS,

Mr. STEWART. TIofferaresolution to correct a mistake in a former
reference to the Court of Claims, and T ask for its present considera~-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution will be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

Resolved, That the bill (3.1808) entitled **A bill for the relief of Tsanc Daven-
port and others, cilizens of Virginia,” referred to the Court of Claims by the
Senate on June 13, 1883, together with all the accompanying papers, in pursnance
of the provisions of an act approved March 38,1853, be also referred to said court
under the provisions of the act entitled **An act to mede for the bringing of
suits against the Government of the United States, approved March 3, 1857, to
find and report to the Senate the facts bearing upon the merits of the claim and
all the faets contemaplated by the provisions of said acts,

Mr. EDMUNDS, Does that come from a committee? If not, it
ought to be referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. STEWART. It comes from the Committee on Claims.
the correction of a mistake in a former reference.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Nevada asks for
the present consideration of the resolution.

Mr. STEWART. I will explain it to the Senator from Vermont.
The committee ordered the case to be referred under the two acts, and
by mistake the resolution simply made the reference under the act of
1883, and it should be under both the act of 1883 and that uf 1887.
This simply corrects the mistake.

Mr. EDMUNDS, Reserving the right to object fora mnmant., Iwish
to say that the ordinary form of these resolutions has been simply to
make the reference to the Court of Claims and cite the statutes. Iob-
serve that this resolution goes on and proceeds to declare what the court
shall do. That may be precisely what the statute requiresit to do. If
it be, of course it does no harm. If it be not, then it is ountside of the
statute and of our anthority and propriety.

Therefore I ask that the matter may belaid asidein order that Imay
compare the resolution with the statute and see how it is.

The }‘.';RI‘BIDING OFFICER. The resolution will be temporarily
laid aside.

It is
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o Mr. STEWART. I will state that the last part of it is in the usnal
m- J

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may be. L

Mr. SPOONER subsequently said: Before the Senator from Vermont
[Mr. Eparunps] left the Chamber he requested me to say that after
having examined the resolution introduced by the Senator from Ne-
vada [ Mr. STEWART] he is satisfied with it, and interposes no objec-
tion to its passage. ‘Therefore, if there is no ohjection, I ask that the
resolution be passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The objection being withdrawn to
the resolution proposed by the Senator from Nevada, the question is
upon the adoption of the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

IMPORTATION OF CONTAGION OR INFECTION.

Mr. CALL submitied the following resolution; which was read:

REesolved, That the Committee on Epidemic Diseases are hereby instructed to
eonsider and report before the adjournment of this session of Congress, by bill
or otherwise, such additional legislation as may be necessary or useful to pre-
vent the importation of contagious or infectious diseases from foreign countries
on the coasts or boundaries of the United Siates, and to prevent and suppress
it in the Interatate commerce, and from passing from one State to another, and
for the subsistence of such persons as may be detained by public authority from
places where Lthere is danger of infection or conlagion to other States,

Mr. CALL. I ask for the present consideration of the resolution.

Mr. HALE. The chairman of the committee [Mr. HARRIS] is ab-
sent at present. The committee referred to in the resolution has other
matters touching this same subject which it is now considering. Task
that the resolution be referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases.

Mr. CALL. Before any action is taken on the motion of the Senator
from Maine, I desire to read the following letter from the mayor of the
¢ity of New York addressed to me:

Mavor's Orrice, NEW YoRE, Seplember 23, 1888,

My DeAr Se¥ATOR: The inclosed letter seems to contain suggestions worthy
of altention. I suppose that legislation won'd be required to give them efTect,
although it is Iposm:hlu that under the law ns it stands in reference to the National
Board of Health, the President would have power to establish a system of na-
tionul quarantine if he should think the emergency required it. i Itseems to me
that we ought to take the matter in hand now in order to guard against the
possible evils of a general outbreak of yellow fevernext year, 1wish you would
consider the subject carefully, and, if you think well of it, introduce some reso-
lutions which wonld lead to action before Congress adjourns. The subject is
one which interests every part o the United States, and particularly the city of
New York. As you know, we are subscribing liberally for the relief of the
Florida sufferers, and we can well afford todo this as a matter of self-interest as
well as of Christian sympathy ; but we are powerless, except by our loeal quar-
antir.e, to prevent the spread of contagion. The remedy ought to be applied in
the places where the fever exists and on a system so comprehensive as to assure
the country that mr{gmremution has been taken to stamp out this disease
which uces such havoc in human life and such destruction of property.
Asking your early attention to this important subject, I am,

Yours, sincerely,
ABRAM 8. HEWITT, Mayor.
Hon, Wirxixsoy CAL)

Ly
United States S8enate Chamber, Washinglon, D, C.

The letter to which the mayor of New York refers, and which he
incloses to me, is from James B. Van Hook, a citizen of Fort Meade,
Polk County, South Florida, and is as follows: ’

CHARLESTOWN, IND., Seplember 22, 1888,

HovoranLE S12: I am a native of this State. I entered the Union Army,
served through the war, and came home broken in health. About seven or
elght yearsago I moved to Fort Meade, Polik County, South Florida. I love my
adopted State and hope to live there until the end.

On the day that yeliow fever was discovered in Jacksonville I was in the city
on my way north to consult my old family physician and then return to my
Boulhern home, Although the roads are obstructed down there, and there is
great danger of taking the disease, Iintend to get to my home, I may have to
go first to Key West and then come up the ioad from Punta Gorda to my home,

here are thousands of New Yorkersin Florida, and they are deserving of help.
The citizens there are from every Stale of the Union. The old ci ns are
mostly from the Southern States. [ assure you that these people are a unit in
their desire Lo have the Government take charge of the coast {and interior) reg-
ulations reg-nrdingb];null.h. ete. You will find that there is no regular quaran-
tine law in force between Florida and the southern ports, or was not a few
weelks ago,and the customs office was merely a formal oflice. People could
leave any of the southern ports and land on our eoast and carry death and dis-
ease all over the United States withont a question being asked them by any
one in suthority. Your cities will be desclated next summer by fever, cholera,
and other diseases if our 1,000 miles of seacoast is not guarded.

‘A man of ordinary ability, with a little anthority, could have checked the
fever at Key West. * * % Youn doubtlessr berthe sent to the
Burgeon-General from these places. The fever was kept alive all winter at
Plant City. The Surgeon-General did all he conld, but he was not allowed to
do any real work. Of course we (of Florida) expected Jacksonville to be deso-
lated after the one case appeared there, 1 can not write the particulars, for it
would take up too much of your valuable time. In our locality there will not
likely be a fever-killing frost in the next ten years, and if the proper work is
not done the fever will get a good start next spring and sweep over the whole
country. The whole people of Florida * * ® gare praying and hoping for
help. Those who were in charge have had two years of failure. The State of
Florida can no longer h to conquer the fever, and the other States demand

rotection. One-fifth of the money already donated by the noble peopleof New

ork City, placed in proper bands, would have saved Key West, and all other
United States towns—for the fever can be surely trailed from Key West to every
fever-stricken point.

Personally I am not afraid of the fever. IthinkasI am an invalid I would
not rdimm from an attack of it, but I am not afraid, and expect to face it in o
fow days. g

Now thereisonly one way Lo save our country from a borrible season next year,
If the work is not done 1 believe all tho cities of the South and many in the
North will get used to the terrible ery, '‘ Bring out your dead.” The people of
COubaarealready entering Florida, and so soon asthe “ scum" of Europe ascertain
the fact that they can enter Florida from Cuba there will be cases of cholernand
fever enter this * open back door.” (/ schooners often pass from Cuba

to the Florida coasts without permits.) All vessels shonld be compelled to
touch at Key West if they are bound for Florida, and a first-class quarantine sta-
tion should be established there.

The only hope we have is that some great and noble citizen will start this
work, *You are the man” who candothis. Youare known and dall
over theland. You are recognized as a pure man, a leader. Your city is onr
great city. Your people give their wealth freely. The governors and officers
of the cotton States will listen to you. They will not distrust the Presidentand
his soldiers if the latter are ry. Thep le will bail the United States
officers and managers as heavenly ministers. You can accomplish this worl,
and 1 know of no one else who can.

The Government I know is now helping, but they are not permitted to control
affairs, The whole thing should be in Governmenthands? It isthe only hope.
I know that politics can not get fhixed up with it. Iam a Republican (usually),
my neighbors are men of both armies—nearly all are Democrats—and for two
years we have been hoping and praying that the United States would take
charge. The protection of the Florida coast is no longer a State question; it is
now of more importance than the Indian frontier, and the prosperity of the
whole nation is at stake. Will you not speak ont and save us?

I hope I am not uselessly wasting your time, and I believe I am doln]f' my
daty to my country and my State by writing this. I do honestly believe I am
only writing that which every citizen of Florida has in his heart.

I am, very respeetiully,
JAMES M. VAN HOOK,
A Citizen of Fort Meade, Poll County, South Florida.

In conformity with the request of the mayor of the city of New
York, I present the resolufion and this letter. I would prefer, as the
resolution merely instructs the commiitee in their discretion to con-
sider the subject and report at this session of Congress, that it should
be adopted. There is nothing in it which can be objected to by any
member of the committee, as it does not preseribe any form of action’
or any special method of treating the subject, but simply requires the
committee to consider and report during the present session in con-
formity with the request of the mayor of New York.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine moves that
the resolution be referred to the Committee on Epidemic Diseases.

Mr. CALL. I hope the Senator will withdraw that motion. I
merely ask that action be taken directing the committee to report,
and I make the request upon the letter of the mayor of New York as
being a matter of immediaté and nrgent necessity. :

Mr. HALE. I made the suggestion because the committee is con-"
sidering all of these subjects, and I think it is better that it should be
nnembarrassed by any instructions. The chairman of the committee
is not present, and unless the Senator from Florida agrees that the res-
olution shall be referred to the committee I shall ask that the matter
lie over until to-morrow.

Mr. CALL. Ishall have to submit to that course, but it seems to
me that a reference is very immaterial. There is nothing in the reso-
lution to which the committee can object. It simply requires them
to report at this session, and certainly in the face of a request of the
mayor of the greatest city in population and in commerce in the
United States, simply to take action, not saying what action, but that
some efficient action shounld be taken, with the existence of this epi-
demic, already threatening to spread over a large portion of the coun-
try, there can be no objection to the Senate acting immediately npon
the subject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being made, the resolu-
tion will lie over with the motion to refer it to the Committee on Epi-
demie Diseases.

RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN AND CANADA.

Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations to report back to the Senate the resolution directing that com-
mittee to inqnire into and report at the next session of Congress the
state of the relations of the United States with Great Britain and the
Dominion of Canada. 'We report back the resolution without recom-
mendation, with a view that it may be placed upon the Calendar to
be thesubject of debate in the Senate. It is the desire of the commit-
tee to get all the information and all the light upon the subject before
its final reference to the committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio, from the
]C!omm;ttee on Foreign Relations, reports back a resolution which will
be read.

The Seeretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. SHERMAN Sep-
tfember 17, 1888, as follows:

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be directed to inquireinto
and report at the next session of Congress the state of the relationsof the United
States with Great Britain and the Dominion of Canada, with such measures as
are expedient to promole friendly commercial and political intercourse between
these countries and the United States, and for purpose have leave to sit
during the recess of Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Ohio reports the
resolution without recommendation, and asks that it be placed on the
Calendar. It will be so ordered, unless there be objection.

Mr. BLAIR. I wish toinquire of the Senator from Ohio whether
the resolution which he has just reported back and had placed upon
the Calendar is likely to be early called up for the consideration of the
Senate?

Mr, SHERMAN. Iam not authorized to say. The Committee on
Foreign Relations conceive the subject to be of very great importance
and do not desire to rush to its consideration until they have full in-
formation.

Mr. BLAIR. So that if any Senator desires to make remarkson the
subject, he can do so immediately ?
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Mr. SHERMAN. Theresolutionison the Calendar and can be called
up at any time to make observations upon it. So far as the commit-
tee are concerned, I am inclined to think that they would not desire
to press a final vote upon any measure on this subject until the next
session of Congress, but I am not authorized to say even that.

MESSAGE FROM THE I1OUSE.

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. CLARK, its
Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the report of the com-
mittee of conferemce on the disagreeing votes of the two Hounses on the
one hundred and tenth amendment of *the Senate to the hill (H. R.
10540) making appropriations for sandry civil expenses of the Govern-
ment for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1889, and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had
signed the following enrolled bills:

A bill {8. 145) for the relief of Edward Braden and Job W. Angus;

A bill (8. 320) for the relief of John D. Adams;

A Dbill (8. 937) for the relief of David L. Brainard and others;

A bill (S. 1044) authorizing the’ Secretary of the Treasury to state
and settle the account of James M. Willbur with the United States,
and to pay said Willbur such sum of money as may be found due him
thercon;

A bill (8. 1101) granting a pension to Rachel A. Sinkinson;

A bill (8. 1500) granting a pension to Margaret M. Miller;

A bill (8. 1582) for the relief of the estate of Lucien Goyaux;

A bill (8. 1591) granting an increase of pension to Madison M. Mere-
dith;

A bill (8. 1668) for the relief of A. M. Woodruff;

A bill (8. 1958) granting an increase of pension to Eleanor B. Good-
fellow;

A hi,ll (8. 2201) for the relief of Laura E. Maddox, widow and ex-
ecutrix, and Robert Morrison, execator, of Joseph H. Maddox, de-

ceased ;

A bill (8. 2346) granting an increase of pension to Jennie Hart Mul-
lany;

Ay bill (8. 2411) for the relief of C. A. Williams and others;

A bill (8. 2675) granting an increase of pension to Lient. James R.
Durham;

A bill (8. 2711) restoring Phebe McLaughlin to the pension-roll;

A bill (8. 2720) granting a pension to John B. Ross;

A bill (S. 2836) granting a pension to William E. Taylor;

A bill (8. 2838) granting an increase of pension to Betsey A. Mower;

A bill (8. 2887) granting a pension to George H. Johnson;

A bill (8. 3125) restoring the right of pre-emption to Alfonso Roberts;

A bill (8. 3276) granting restoration of pension to Sarah A. Wood-
bridge;

Agtfi’ll (8. 3471) to authorize the construction of bridges across the
Kentucky River and its tributaries by the Louisville Southern Railroad
Company;

A g‘i’lly(}:{. R. 10934) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to sell
township maps or plats remaining on hand in his office;

A bill (H. R. 11101) to include Sapelo Sound, Sapelo River, and Sapelo
Island in the Brunswick collection district in the State of Georgia;

A bill (H. R. 1923) providing for the establishment of a life-saving
station at the harbor of Kewannee, Wis., and at other places herein
named; and

A bill (H. R, 10068) granting a pension to Lieut. Starkey R. Powell.

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. ALLISON. - I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate the action
of the House of Representatives on the sundry civil appropriation
bill,

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the resolution
of the House; which was read, as follows:

Ix THE HoUsSE OF REFPRESENTATIVES, Seplember 27, 1888,

Resolwed That the House concur in the report of the ittee of fi
on the disagreeing voles of the two Houses on the one hundred and tenth
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 10540) making appropriations for
sundry civil expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 390,
1889, and for other purposes.

Mr. ALLISON submitted the following report:

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the amendment of the Senate numbered 110 to the bill (H. R.10540) “ making

appropriations for sundry civil exp of the Gover t for the fiscal year
ending June 30,1889, and for other purposeei;’ having met, :cf'h:r full and free

a building for the accommodation of the Con fonal Library,’ approved
April 15, 1888, as requires the construction of said builiding substantially accord-
ing to the plan submitted to the Joint Select Commiltee on Additio Accom-
modations for the Library of Congress by John L. Smythmeyer, and so much of
the first section uJ)mvir.lus for & commission, together with the eighth section
of said act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed, and the duties of said com-
mission under said act are hereby devolved upon the €hief of Engineers of the
Army, who shall annually report to Congress, at the commencement of each
i a detailed t of all the proceedings under Lthe provisions of this
act, and hereafter, until otherwise ordered by Congress, no work shall be done
in the comstruction of said Library except such as is herein provided for, and
all contracts for work or materials not ry for the tion of the work
contemplated herein are hereby rescinded. And all loss or damage occasioned
thereby, or arising under said contracts. together with the value of the p.an for
a Library building submitted to the Joint Select Committee on Additional Ac-
commodations for the Library of Congress by John L. Bmithmeyer in the Ital-
ian renaissance style of architecture, may be adjusted and determined by the
Secretary of the Interior, to be paid out of the sums heretofore or hereby ap-
propriated : Provided, That before any further contractsare let for the construc-
tion of said building, general pians for the entire construction thereof shall be
prepared by or under the direction of the Chief of Engineers of the Army, which
plans shall be subiect to the inspection and approval of the Secretary of War
and the Secretary of the Interior: And provided further, That the total cost of
sah:l b‘nﬂding shall not exceed $4,000,000 exclusive of appropriations heretofore
made,"
And the Senate agree to the samo,

W. B. ALLISON,
EUGENE HALE
- F. M. COCKRELL,
Alanagers on the part of the Senale,

WM. H. FORNEY,
JAMES N, BURNES,
THOS. RYAN,

Ifanagers on the part of the Hous:,

The report was concurred in,
PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS.

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L.
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on
the 26th instant approved and signed the following acts and joint res-
olution:

An act (S. 186) to amend seetion 1225 of the Revised Statutes, con-
cerning details of officers of the Army and Navy to educational insti-
tutions, ete.;

An act (8. 2252) to incorporate the Georgetown Barge, Dock, Eleva~
tor, and Railway Company;

An act (S. 3447) amendatory of '* An act relating to crimes
and amendatory of the statutes thereifi mentioned,’’ approved June
18, 1888, and for other purposes;

An act (S. 124) granting a pension to Henry F. Kaiser;

An act (S. 1988) granting a pension to Henry R. Blakiston;

An act (8. 2576) granting a pension to Richard Hudson;

An act (S. 2713) granting a pension to Pierre Bottinean;

An act (8. 2913) granting a pension to Mary Sturgess;

An act (S. 2938) granting a pension to James McDonald;

An act (8. 2951) granting a pension to Mrs. Mary Morrison Elliott;

An act (S. 3130) granting a pension to Patrick Welch:

An act (S. 3186) granting a pension to Christian Winkel;

An act (8. 3236) granting an increase of pension to George A. Wash-
burn, late major, Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers;

An act (8. 2750) to increase the pension of Samuel A. Tate;

An act (8. 212) for the relief of Patrick H. Winston, jr.;

An act (8. 576) for the relief of Semon Bache & Co.;

An act (8. 1506) for the relief of Addie Bell; and

Joint resolution (8. R. 102) appropriating $200,000 to suppress ins
fection in the interstate commerce of the United States.

THE LOUISIANA ELECTION,

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask unanimons consent to call up the resolu-
tion in relation to the Louisiana election.

Mr. GIBSON. I inquire of the Senator from New Hampshire
whether he proposes to take a vote on the resolution this morning.

Mr. CHANDLER. My purpose in calling up the resolution is to
ascertain whether any Senator desires to make remarks thereon. If
so, I propose that debate shall proceed. A

Mr. GIBSON. I propose to make a few remarks on the resolntion
whenever the Senator desires to have a vote on it, :

Mr. CHANDLER. After the Senator has concluded his remarks I
desire that the Senate shall proceed with the consideration of the reso-
lution until a vote is reached.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution will be read.

The Secretary read the resolution submitted by Mr. CHANDLER July
19, 1888, as follows:

conference have agreed tor mend and do rece 1 heir respective
Houses as follows:

That the House recede from itsdisagreement to the amendment of the Senate
numbered 110, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of
the matter pro d to be inserted, insert the following :

* For the building for the Library of Congress as herein provided for, and for

and every purpose connected therewith, ineludin, e cost of all profes-
sional and other personal services thatthe Chief of Enffﬁmem of the Army may
deem necessary for the work and shall specially order, $500,000. This appro-
priation and all approprintions hereafter made, and all sums available from
appropriations heretofore made for this pu , shall be expended under the
direction and supervision of the Chief of Engineers of the Army, who shall
have the control and management of all of said work and the employment of
all persons connected therewith. And all contracts for the construction of snid

building, or any part thereof, shall be made by the Chief of Engineers of the
Army, and so much of the act entitled ‘An act authorizing the construction of

: lved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be instructed to in-
qu

re—
1. Into the facts of the recent election in the State of Louisiana held on
the 17th day of April, 1888, at which there were chosen State officers and also a
Legislature, which has since elected two United States Senators; and especially
to ascertain and report whether the 136,746 votes returned for the candidate of
the dominant party for governor were actually cast, in view of the fact that at
no previous election had the votes for such candidate of such party exceeded
£8,794; and also why in the parish of Madison there were returned 3,530 votes
for one party and none for the other; in East Feliciana Parish, 2,276 for one
rty and only 5 for the other; in Morehouse Parish, 1,684 for one ¥ and only
Hfur the other; in OQuachita i’nriu!l, 2,99 for one party and only b for the other;
in Sabine Parish, 1,441 for one garty and only 2forthe other; in Tensas Parish,
4,627 for one party and only 113 for the other; and why there were similar re-
turns from parishes; and also to ascertain and report whether or not
at said State election there was any violence, intimidation, or fraud which pre= -
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vented a fair election, and particularly whether or not there were any false can-
wvasses or false returns made by the local election officers or included in the final
canvassof the votes, And in case said committee shall find that such illegalities
as violence, intimidation, or fraud, false canvasses or false returns prevailed in
connection with such election, then said committeeshall further inguire—

2. Whether any of the acts or omissions of the officials or other persons re-

nsible for or connected with such illegalities were contrary to the Constitu-
tion of the United States or theamendments thereof, or were violations of any
of the statutes of the United States, especially the provisions of chapter 7, Title
LXX, of the Revised Statutes, punishing crimes against the elective franchise
and civil rights of citizens, and, if so, whether any prosecutions have been or
ought to be commenced in the United States courts for such offenses.

3. Whether such illegalities are likely to be repeated in connection with the
election to be held in said State on the 6th of November next for Representa-
tives in Congress; and if so, whether there is occasion for the alteration by
Congress of any of the ulations prescribed by said State for holding elec-
tions for such Representatives in Congress.

4. And said committee shall also inquire whether there were in connection
with the aforesaid State election illegalities, frauds, false canvasses, and false
returns so extensive and systematic intheir character as to show that there ex-
isted on the part of the various State election officers a deliberate plan to ap-
parently carry said election without regard to the votes actually cast, and to
choose a governor and other State officers and a State Legislature by such ille-
gal, false, und fraudulent means, and if so, whether said Legislature was actually
and duly elected hﬁ the people of Louisiana, or was in fact substantially the
creation solely of thereturning and canvassing officers, and whether said State
of LouisiaMa has a republican form of government, including a Legislature en-
titled to choose United States Senators, and to provide methods for the appoint-
ment of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the
resolution.

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. President, I am under the impression that the
people of this country in all parts of it, whether Republican or Demo-
cratie in politics, and especially that the business men of the country,
are weary of these unconstitutional and revolutionary methods of in-
vestigation that tend only to disturb the relations of the States to the
Union, and to excite ill-will and distrust between the sections, and
the white people and their former negro slaves in the Southern country.
They may serve temporary partisan purposes; they can bear no good fruit,

When I see the thin attendance in the Senate on this occasion, when
it was proposed by the Senator irom New Hampshire to ask for a vote
upon his resolution, I am persuaded that the thoughtful members of
theSenatein the Republican party can not, and do not, sympathize with
the purposes of the resolutions, I can not butf remark upon the lack
of interest in these proceedings which twenty years ago engaged-the
public attention, and constituted the instrumentality by which turmoil,
and confusion, and tumult and disorders, and race collisions, were pro-
moted in the South, and governments of misrule and confiscation were
upheld, and even justified, by many uninformed people of the North.
We have, I hope, passed beyond that epoch.

But what are these resolutions that arraign, if not the sovereign
State of Louisiana (for that term appears to have become offensive to
some persons in these modern times), certainly the ‘‘ indestructible
State,”? for the States have been characterized as such by the Supreme
Court of the United States. They instruct a standing committee of
the Senate, the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to ascertain
whether there be a republican form of government in the State of
Louisiana; whether the members of the General Assembly were duly
elected nnder the constitution and laws of the State, and whether or
not they were competent to elect Senators and to make laws; whether
the governor was duly elected; and whether, finally, the people of the
State should exercise their constitutional rights to choose Presidential
electors, and to have their votes counted in the electoral college.

Resolutions so formidable in their scope, 8o comprehensive, and so
sweeping, and fatal to one of the commonwealths of this Union, should
neither beintroduced, nor considered, by the Senate, unlesssupported by
a state of facts, certified to the Senate by the most solemn and weighty
evidence. But under what circumstances have they been brought to
our attention? There has not been from the State of Lounisianaa single
petition presented to this body from any citizen in thatState informing
the Senate that he had a grievance of any kind in the wide world that
the Senate might redress. There has not been a complaint from any
body of the people of that State to the Senate asking for any legislation
to protect them in their rights, political or civil.

‘We know, because the Senate of the United States must take cog-
nizance of public facts, that there is but one government in the State
of Louisiana, but one person claiming to be governor, but one body
claiming to be the Legislature of the State, but one supreme court in
the State. 'We have before us the constitution and laws of the State,
observing and maintaining the Constitution and laws of the United
States, and all the rights and privileges of the citizens of the United
States and of the State, and radically republican in form. We know
that State to-day is in satisfactory relations with the other States and
with the Government of the United States in all its branches, the Con-
gress, the executive, and the judiciary.

1t is represented in the House of Representatives; it is represented
here in the Senate. We know that law and order prevail in the State
of Lounisiana. We have no knowledge of any tumult, of any insur-
rection, of any disorders in that State but in the individual instances
that occur, more or less, in every community, of misdemeanors and
crimes aggravated, perhaps, by the fact that the negroes, who were re-
cently, and from time immemorial the slaves of the white people, have
been suddenly made free, and elevated withont any education or train-
ing, except such as the institution of slavery afforded, to participate in

the conduct of the Government; and it can not be disgnised that the
race problem, sometimes on account of politics, but more frequently
withont reference to politics, creates friction and difficulties greater
tian'in the States where no such revolution has been wrought, and
where the same race problem does not exist under such embarrassing
conditions, or in such an intense form. A state of society like this
must appeal to every thoughtful man’s patience and sense of justice,
if not to his generous sympathy.

I do not propose at this time to argue the constitutional questions
raised necessarily by these resolutions,

They involve the proposition that under the Constitution of the
United States a single Senator may, on his own motion, in the absence
of a petition or memorial from a single citizen of the State, when it is
kunown to the Senate that there is but one government in the State,
and no insurrection, or tumult, or disorder, challenge the legality of
the government of the people of the State and put them on trial to
show whether their government is republican in form, a government
whose constitution and laws show it to be such, and which is satistac-
tory to the whole people of the State and isin constitutional and harmo-
nious and satisfactory relationsto the Government of the United States.

They involve the proposition that the Senators are not to be chosen by
the Legislature of the States as constituted by the people of the States
in accordance with their constitution and laws, but that the Senate,
in the absence of any protest or complaint from any member of the
Legislature, or from any citizen, or of any contest or contestant against
the election of the Senators, may put on trial the Legislature itself
of the State and usurpits functions ** to determine the election, returns,
and qualifications of its own members.”’

They involve the proposition that in advance of a Presidential elec-
tion this Senate, on the motion of a single Senator, without even a ref-
erence to the appropriate committee, shall convert itself into a court
or political caucus and institute an inquiry to determine whether one of
the States in this Union, without its consent, shall be deprived of its
equal suffrage in the Senate and of its right to choose electors to par-
ticipate in the election of the Chief Magistrate of the country.

These and other propositions not less revolting the Senate istequested,
by the Senator from New Hampshire, to indorse as resting npon sound
constitutional grounds.

I admit that the States ean not place a limit upon the powers of the
Federal Government; that they can not either nullify a law or secede
from the Union. and that there is no way by witteh-a- boundary may
be fixed to the Federal power except by appealing to the people against
the party that shall attempt usurpation, and by the action of the
Government itself, its Congress, its Executive, and its courts,

And I submit to Senators that where this has become the settled
construction, that State interposition can not set limits to the central
authority, but that the Federal Government must, by its Congress,
President, and Supreme Court, and the Constitution, determine the
measure to its own jurisdiction, the safety of our institutional and mu-
nicipal liberties demands that the funections and powers of the Senate
should be employed rather to uphold the checks and balances of our
complex system, and to curb unsurpations, than to respond to the bhe-
hests of party exigencies to overturn and tread upon all precedents and
every principle of constitutional law in the midst of a heated Presi-
dential campaign.

If these resolutions provided that this investigation shounld be con-
ducted in the parishes where the Senator from New Hampshire al-
leges irregularities and outrages have been committed, finding his
foundation for such charges in anénymous letters and newspaper clip-
pings, and if the character and standing of the persons making these
charges could be known to the Senators, and if the persons accused
could have a fair hearing, I do not know that I should object seriously
to the adoption of the resolution. It is a fandamental principle that
every person accused should have the opportunity to kuow precisely
what the charges against him may be, and to be confronted by the
witnesses, and that the cause should be submitted to a jury of the
vicinage; and in no case, in any country enjoying constitutional 1ib-
erty, will an indictment be sustained on mere hearsay or anonymous
communications; it muost be supported by affidavits or sufficient evi-
dence. But here is a proposition that indiets a whole State 1,200 miles
away, puts the liberties and institutions of a million and a quarter of
people on trial, in violation of every principle of right and justice.

If a committee of the Senate were to visit my State they wounld not
find the people there living in a Utopian condition; they would not find
them, possibly, realizing the dreamsof Jean Jacques Rousseau, or living
in stich a commonwealth as the honest old counsellor Gonzalo, in the
Tempest, would establish; but they wounld find an industriouns, sober-
minded, kind-hearted, generous, and brave people, who in the midst of
great disasters and misfortunes have re-established their industries,
their schools, their churches, and the supremacy of law, giving pro-
tection to life and property. They would find a people not only build-
ing up their material fortunes, but also building up institutions of
learning, universities and colleges of & high order; they would find the
relations between the races peaceable and kind; they mightalso ascer-
tain that occasional outbreaks occur, owing to diversity of race and con-
dition; but they would find a people like the people of other States of
this Union in the Nogth and in the South, except that the difficulties
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and responsibilities of adapting our institntions to self-government are
greater than in States where sudden and violent changes in the social
order have not taken place. :

Now, these resolutions propose no such inquiry, but they propose
that a committee of this Senate shall be constituted a political court in
this city, and that summons shall be sent out to every person in the
State of Louisiana who may have a complaint or grievance against his
neighbor, or who, feeling that if he can convince this committee that
he has made sacrifices or suffered any wrong on account of his political
opinions, in the event of the election of Mr. Harrison he may be re-
warded in proportion to the gravity of the offense that he should allege
has been committed against him. This prosecution will be conducted
by pettifogging politicians, some of whom are already in this city cut-
ting and drying the programme in advance for the working of the com-
mittee. The offer of a visit to the Federal capital, with all nses
paid, the expectation of forming the personal acquaintance of leading
Republican Senators, the hope that theirservices to the Republican party
amid the dreadful condition of society in which they live, according to
their own accounts, will be recognized, will induce many a man to sac-
rifice truth and the friendship of his neighbors in order to merit reward
at the hands of political leaders. Every neighborhood scandal, every
old fend, every grievance, will be retailed to this committee, and these
gtories in daily bulletins will be disseminated thronghout the North
to poison the minds of our fellow-coun against their conntrymen
in the Southern States. Thus the seeds of sectional ill-will and ani-
mosity willbe sown and aharvest in due time may be gathered. Yon
will not hear by this mode of investigation the substantial people of
the State, for they are busy in their homes; they have their farms and
private business to look after and their daily round of occupations.
At this season the farmers are gathering in their crops; they are
taxed tomake both ends meetat the close of the year; but the unsern-
pulous politicians in every neighborhood, who fatten on loeal disor-
ders that they breed, and are looked upon with contempt as Ishmael-
ites, and who are without any stake in the community, will hasten
to regale this committee with their fictions. It will be simply im-
possible to induce the best element of citizens, who are, as I said,
occupied at this time, to leave their homes and come before a commit-
tee in Washington which they believe is organized simply for politi-
cal purposes. Hence an inquiry like this should have and can have
no weight with the country; in fact, it will have no more weight than
the anonymous and+slanderous letters which the Senator from New
Hampshire has read to the Senate, or the clippings from newspapers
which assert one thing to-day to attract attention and deny it to-morrow.

But the Senator from New Hampshire did not rest, I am frank to
say, his demand for this investigation solely n anonymous letters
and newspaper clippings. He refers to tables showing the vote at the
election on the 17th of April, 1888, in Louisiana, and he exhibits to
the country the fact that in many of the parishes, a long list of which
he publishes, the vote actually cast exceeds the number of persons
duly qualified by registration to vote. He cries out ‘‘hereisevidence
of fraud.’”” He next shows that there was a total vote in the State of
Louisiana of 188,739, while at the election of 1884 there was a total
voteof only 132,296, and at the election of 1876 avote of 160,964. Upon
these statements the Senator insists that his elaim for an investigation
chielly rests, because he himself can not expect that the Senate should
take any action upon mere anonymous communications and extracts
which he has read to the Senate. He himself will admit that this
would be trifling with the Senate, as well as with the people of one of
the Commonwealths of the Ameriean Union, and therefore it is that
Te bases his demand for investigation chiefly npon an official statement
‘of the vote and registration in the State of Louisiana. Now, let us look
at those statements.

I will demonstrate that the Senator has been entirely mistaken in
his fignres; that his premises rest upon an error of his own; and that
therefore the very ground-work upon which he is.asking for this in-
quest falls from under his feet, and this resolution should fall with it.
The Senator furnishes us with the official vote on April 17, 1888, but
he does not exhibit the official statement of the registration taken in
accordance with law ten daysbefore the election. Herefersusto the reg-
istration of 1884, and other speeches have been made here referring us
to the registration of 1880, Iappend to these remarksan official state-
ment of the registration in 1888 and the official vote at the election in
1888, and it will be seen that the statement of the Senator that the
vote exceeded the registration is a mistake.

It does often happen in elections, where are careless about
qualifying to vote, that they are permitted to vote on affidavits upon
being identified, and it is possible that this may have occurred in some
places, and, in fact, did occur in Concordia Parish.. Now, these tables
show that there were registered previous to the election of 1888, 253,-
557 persons, of whom there were whites 125,407, and colored 128,150,
The total vote cast at that election on the 17th of April was 188,739,
showing that there were 65,521 persons duly gualified to vote who did
not vote. There was no complaint against the registration. I use
statements taken from the same sources as the Senator himself draws
from, except that my statements, both of the registration and of the
vote cast, relate to the election of April 17, 1888, while his statement
of registration relates to the previous elections.s

This fundamental error must be fatal to the whole argument of the
Senator. It is very natural that he should have made such a mistake,
because being 1,500 miles away and having probably never put his
foot within the State of Louisiana, and his acquaintance being Iimited
in that State, possibly, to the class of pettifogging politicians, it is
easily comprehended that he should have been led into just such mis-
takes by them. Here, then, we have the fact that there were over
65,000 persons gualified by registration to vote who did not vote in the
recent election in Louisiana; and the vote cast in the State at the re-
cent election bears the like proportion to the total male population of
over twenty-one years of as exists between that population and
the vote in the majority of the States. “On the average only about 50
per cent. of persons entitled under the laws to vote usually cast their
votes, as will be seen from these figures which I have taken at random
from Spofford’s Almanae:

PERCENTAGE OF VOTE IN 1884 TO NUMEER OF VOTERS IN 1880,
. Per cent.
71
- 81

ticut.
Tllinois
Fma ‘
Maryla i -
Missouri

New Hampshire
New York =2

New Jerzey.

In 1884 in Louisiana there were 86,610 persons registered who did not
vote; in 1876 there were 46,658 registered voters who did not exercise
the franchise. So that I submit there is nothing phenomenal or extra-
ordinary inthe vote of the recent election in Lounisiana. ButtheSenator
says it 1s not the total number of votes east that is surprising, but it is
the very large majority that Nicholls received over Warmoth. I freely
admit that the majority was large, and that perhaps it would excite
suspicion in the minds of persons unacquainted with the state of popu-
lar feeling in Louisiana, or with the conditions of the Democratic as
well as the Republican party in that State. But these fluctuations of
majorities are not confined to the State of Louisiana, and I think that
the large majority obtained by Governor Nicholls could he more easily
and satisfactorily explained than the phenomenal majorities which
have marked the elections in other States of the Union.

Here, for instance, is the State of New York. In 1879 Cornell (Re-
publican) received 418,567 votes, Robinson (Demoerat) received 375,799
votes; Cornell’s plurality was 42,777 votes; and in 1882, only three
years afterward, Cleveland (Demecrat) reversed this plurality of 42,777
for the Republican party and was elected by a plurality of 192,854,

Take, again, the State of Massachusetts. In 1879 Long (Republican)
was elected by a plurality of 13,602 votes; the very mext year his
plurality was 53,245, and the year after, General Dutler reversed this
plurality for the Repunblican eandidate and was himself elected gov-
ernor by a plurality of 13,949 votes.

Notonlyare these oscillations of majorities in these two States greater
than in the State of Lonisiana, but the fluctuations in the total vete,
when you consider the political conditions, the steadfast opinions of
the people, the thorough organization of the parties, and the facilities
for intercommuniecation, are indeed extraordinary, and more difficult to
be accounted for than in a State like Louisiana, where there has been in
times past so much race an so much political commotion, and
where for years the working people of the State were subjected to a
government composed chiefly of their former slaves, which every year
consumed the entire surplus of their earnings and mortgaged, by a pub-
lie debt, one-fourth of the assessed valuation of their property, while
nearly every guaranty for life as well as property was destroyed.

I am sorry to say, but truth compels me to do so, that at thak time,
while the white people in that State were subjected to such ignorant
and degraded tyranny, despoiled of their property and their rights, the
demagogues in the Republican party of the North did not extend to
them any generous sympathy, nor was any commiftee sent to inquire
into their suﬂ'arm?and wrongs, which had been proclaimed throughout
the whole land. know that at that time thoughtful and conservative
members of the Republican party condemned those spoliating govern-
ments just as they condemn these resoluiions, the eflect of which and
the intention of which are to restore such governments to power over
the white people and -owners in a Southern State.

I was speaking of the oscillations of the popular vote in some of the
Northern States, and I observe thatin the State of Massachusetts there
was a change of 68,715 votes from 1879 to 1883, and of 56,079 votes
from 1882 to 1883, and of 94,445 votes from 1884 to 1885, whereas in
the State of Louisiana there was an increase in the total vote from 1879
1o 1888 of only 27,000, and a fluctuation from 1834 fo 1888 of 56,000.
It appears that there is nothing on the face of the papers more extraor-
dinary in the official statement of the recent election in Louisiana than
in the official statements of election in other States. Doubtless Sen-
ators from New York and Massachusetts and other States where these
oscillations have taken place could very readily explain the causes of
them; and I can in a few words relate to the entire satisfaction of
the Senate the reasons why such a large vote was cast and such alarge
majority obtained by Governor Nicholls.

It is alwaysan unpleasant task to discuss persons living in your own
State, as wasobserved by the Senator from Massachussetts [Mr. HoAR]
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the other day, when he said he did not think it exactly right for any
one to ask him about the standing of particular individuals and par-
ticular newspapers in his own State; that he did not think it proper
to discuss the personal character and the standing of its citizens.

There had been a wide breach in the Democratic as well asin the
Republican party in Louisiana. The two wings of the Demotratic
party were led by Governor Wiltz, and afterwards by Governor McEn-
ery on the one hand, and by General Ogden and Governor Nichollson
the other; the two wings of the Republican party wereled by Govemnor
‘Warmoth on the one side and Governor Kellogg on the other.

In consequence of the differences between the leaders of the Repub-
lican party, and owing to the disrepute which the Republican admin-
istrations in the State had fastened upon the party, its organization
fell to pieces and it despaired of carrying any State election. Every
one felt that the contest to be decided at the recent election in the
State was an issue between the two wings of the Democratic party.
This was the opinion generally of Republicans as well as Democrats.
* The eanvass between the Democratic wings was inaungurated almost a
yeir in advance of the election. There never was in the State of
Louisiana sueh a warm, protracted campaign, and, if I may be par-
doned for saying it, such a forcible ap to the people of the State.
From the middle of Augunst until the middle of January, when the
State nominating convention was assembled, the leading men of the
State were engaged daily in makingspeeches, going from parish to parish,
and the newspapers of the State were all enlisted onthe one side or the
other. Indeed, having participated myself in the canvass and being
well acquainted with the people of the State, I think I am safe in say-
ing that all there was of political vitality, of political interest in my
State was divided between those two wings of the Democratic party.
The wing represented by Governor Nicholls gained a great trinmph, but
1o sooner was: its supremacy assured by the action of the Deroeratic
convention, than a policy of reconciliation and of healing of differences
was adopted.

The wing represented by Governor McEnery was given recognition
on. the State ticket by the nomination for importani places of two
gentlemen associated with that wing, and when that great convention
dis the Democrats who had espoused the eause of McEnery be-
came for the most part the eager champions of Governor Nicholls’s elee-
tion. The Nicholls division of the party has been assailed by the
Senator from New Hampshire because it acted with generosity towards
the defeated McEnery wing of the party, This is unjust, and I sab-
mit to SBenators from the North, if it has not happened to them that
when one wing of their party was defeated they have soughtand gen-
erally succeeded, when the: convention assembled, in composing all
differences by recognizing the factions or divided elements in their own
party; they not only do- this in their State conventions, but in national
conventions. This was notably the case when Garfield and Arthur
were nominated.

Returning to the State election—no one supposed that the Repub-
lican party would put a candidate in the field, as there was no erganiza-
tion, and no expectation that they would do otherwise than organize
for the national contest in. 1888. But to the surprise of nearly every
one a convention was called and the nomination offered to Governor War-
moth. He hesitated toaccept it, but did so at the last moment, believ-
ing, I presume, that the differences between the M¢Enery and Nicholls
elements of the Democratie party might be made available. He con-
sented reluctantly to become a candidate, and in a few short weeks be-
fore the election made a rapid eanvass of the State.. I believe he was
received everywhere with consideration, because there were many people
in the State who had come to believe thatsome of the most outrageous
acts committed during the Warmoth administration were carried over
hisvetoesand against hisinfluence. Duringhis canvass he declared that
ifelected he would endeavor tosee to it that the intelligent and property-
holding classes should control the State, that he wounld not raise the race
issue, and would continue in office theofficials whom Governor McEnery
had appointed. He also did not hesitate to declare that he wasand had
been oppesed to Federal intervention in affairs of the State, that he dis-
approved of and discountenanced Governor K 'smethods and pol-
iey, that Kellogg never was elected Senator of the United States, that he
wasa ** political phenomenon, ’’ aman who had held hisseat in theSenate
withont having been elected by any sort of Legislature. Governor
‘Warmoth declared that he had had a breach with President Grant duar-
ing his administration and that he had thrown up his hat with joy,
like all the citizens of the State, when K s administration was
overthrown on the 14th of September, 1874, and that he himself had
canvassed the State for the election of Governor John McEnery.

Now, these sentiments were addressed to the white people, who were
all thoroughly aroused by the long canvass of which I have spoken.
Every one will admit that they did not tend to awaken the hepes of
the old Republican leaders, but to-alienate Governor Kellogg and his
friends, who constituted, perhaps, the majority of the active element
in the Republican party. The fact was frequently commented upon
that Governor Kellogg, though in the State, took no part in the can-~
vass. Under ihese circumstances is it extraordinary that Governor
‘Warmoth should have received a small vote and Governor Nicholls a
large vote? Nicholls . certain attractions for the people of
the State, both white and colored, which excited their interest, respect,

and sympathy. He had been one of their heroes in the great eivil
war, and had lost an arm at Winchester, and a leg, when side by side
with Stonewall Jackson, at Chancellorsville. He had always exhib-
ited in his official relations great fairness in the execution of the law
and the punishment of crime, and muech kindness towards the colored
people. -These considerations are sufficient to accompt for the large vote
indicative of the confidence that the whole people of Lonisiana had in
this gentleman. - A

Now, in certain parishes enumerated by the Senator from New Hamp-
shire, parishes on the Mississippi River, where the negroes ontnom-
bered the whites, say as ten to one, it app:ars that the election went
all one way. The conditions of society in those parishes present the
race problem in a more intense and difficult form than in other parishes
of the State where the whites constitute a majority, or where the two
races are more equally divided, and where the white people havealways
made their permanent homes. In thedelta, or riparian parishes, many
of the white people formerly, as they do now to some extent, resided
in the highlands or in Mississippi with their families. The negroes
were concentrated in great numbers on vast cotton plantations where
there were but few white people. Consequently they did not come in
contact with the white race in any large degree. It was rural and not
domestic slavery; hence, the negroes in those parishes were extremely
ignorant and wholly unfit for self-government or the government of
others, and evenunder the reconstruction régime they were brought to
rely upon their white leaders in the Republican party and voted mainly
in accordance with the wishes of those leaders. When that party was
overthrown, some of its leaders became Democrats. Nearly all the
land-holding Republicans, and specially the settlers in those parishes
who had been officers in the Federal Army, became Democrats, or voted
with the Democratic party upon local issues, if not on the national
ticket. It has been customary in the State and local elections for the
white Republicans of this class, that is, the substantial, property-hold-
ing Republican and Democratic leaders, to come together and agree
upon a ticket, and the negroes for the most part voted for this ticket,
parish officers and State officers. I have been told by leading Repub-
licans from those parishes that they could not afford to see their prop-
erty pass under a. government controlled by negroes; in other words,
they united with the Democrats in using every resource and every in-
fluence against the establishment of loeal government under the control
of the non-propeyty holding and ignorant classes.

Such of the negroes as have become educated have also, I under-
stand, joined the Republican and Democratic leaders in this poliey,
who feel that they can not live under a negro government; and I ex-

ect this would be the feeling of the Senator fromx New Hampshire,
Eimaelf, if he lived in one of those parishes where the negroes, owing
to the circumstances I have related, are so entirely ignorant and unfit
to levy taxes, to enforce law and order, or perform other govern-
mental functions; and yeb in those parishes there are some intelligent
negroes elected justices of the peace and to other parochial offices.
In some cases they have been elected to the State Legislature, I
fonnd in the parish of Madison the very general officer who was ap-
pointed by General Canhy to-receive the surrender of the Confederate
army to which I had been attached. He was present at the Demo-
eratic meeting which I had the honor to address in that parish, and I
understood that he and all the ex-Union officers there were supporting
the State ticket and the ticket for the Legislature which was elected, and
such, I believe, was the case in the parishes above and below Madison
on the Mississippi River from the Arkansas line to the mouth of Red
River. I myself have old friendsin those parishes, who when the Re-
publican was in power found it necessary to become Republicansin
order to protect their property. Some of them had inherited large es-
tates, and they were gentlemen who would adorn any community by
their intelligence and their character. They became, Lrepeat, Repub-
licans in order to save their property, but they did not succeed in pre-
venting ruinous and confiscating taxation. I heard a leading Repub-
liean say once that when some one asked what: the debt of the parish
in which he resided was, he replied that it depended entirely upon the
necessities of twoor three white Republicansin that parish, who, when-
ever they were hard pressed, issued enough scrip to satisfy their wants.
These parishes are now out of debt; they have expended thousands and
thousands of dollars in building levees on the Mississippi River; some
of them have a surplus in their treasuries; the white people and colored
people are working together satisfactorily; property is improving in
value, and schools are rapidly increasing in number. I understand
and I believe, for I desire to speak with perfect frankness to the Sen-
ate, that there are certain political tricksters in those parishes who
have sought, not so much to promote the interests of the Republican
party, as to promote their own selfish interest at the expense of the .
community, and that they have, many of them, rendered themselves
odious both to the Republicans and Democrats, and that in some in
atan;.:es these evil-doers have been warned to desist from their bad
work.

They hold about the same relation to society there that the anarch-
ists do to the people of Chicagp, or any other agitators and is-
turbers to the communities in which they reside. Some of these men
proj to enlist the ignorant n under their banners, and to
fight, not for the Republican party, but for themselves, at the expense
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of the good order and the security of the lives and property of the sub-
stantial citizens, Republicans and Democrats alike, and to destroy
every educational and religions interest and institution, as well as the
peace of society, in order that they may appear in some quarters as
zealous Republicans, or as martyrs for principle. In a few instances
I understand that®uch men have been reguested to leave the com-
munity. :

Mr. CHANDLER. May I ask the Senator to what case he refers?

Mr. GIBSON. I am nof referring to any particular case. I am
speaking generally, and not of a particular case.

Mr. CHANDLER. I understood the Senator to refer o some par-
ticular man. What is his name?

Mr. GIB3SON. I do notknow whatthe man’sname is, I am spenk-
ing now of the general condition in regard to these parishes on the river.

Mr. CHANDLER. There were numerous cases of this kind where
men were notified to leave ?

Mr. GIBSON. I do not know that there were numerous cases.

' Mr. CHANDLER. Has the Senator any in mind?

Mr. GIBSON. I have in mind Mr. Holmes, an old Confederate sol-
dier and a gentleman for whom I have always entertained high regard,
and whose hospitality I have enjoyed; but I do not think he weut to
any excess. I had the parishes ot Tensas and East Carroll in my mind;
I had the parishes ennmerated in the Senator’s resolutions in my mind.

Bu! this condition of things is confined to a few parishes of the State
of Louisiana. 1 believe that wherever and whenever such conditions
prevail men of property and intelligence will combine together to ex-
ert all their influence, without respect of party, to prevent the inter-
ests of the community from falling under the control of the ignorant
and those wholly unfit for exercising the powers of government, and
who become the willing dupes of political adventurers or designing
communists, We have an example of this state of things on the Pa-
cific coast, where the Chinese, claiming the oldest civilization in the
world and representing a race endowed with extraordinary skill and
power, have been excluded from our Pacific States, because they yere
not only different from those communities in race, but their standard
of morals was also different, and becaunse they were utterly ignorantof
our institntions, and were content, in order to accumulate a compe-
tency, to work for wages much lower than our own people could live
and prosper on. They were in fact as much alien to the prevailing sen-
timents and moral qualities of the population of the Pacific coast as
if their only training bad been found in the institution of slavery it-
self. The ruthless massacres of the Chinese in Wyoming Territory and
Colorado exhibit a phase of race-conflicts and indicate the limitations
upon the Federal power to afford adequate remedy, as held by Mr.
EvArTs himself when Secretary of State. No sooner had these condi-
tions presented themselves, this menace to free institutions been offered,
this array of ignorance appeared, than Senators from that coast raised
a cry which has resounded throughout the Union, and which has been
responded to with alacrity by Senators from all parts of our common
country. They have, in effect, invoked the Senate to re-enact the Dred
Seott decision, and to take the ground with respect to the Chinese race
upon which that famous decision rested in respect to the colored people
in thiscountry. They who hold with the Declaration of Independence,
that all men are created free and equal, find themselves under an im-
perious necessity, political and social, of their people to adapt their
doctrine to the exelusion of the Chinese race. Now, when these wants
and conditions are brought home to Senators from States on the Pacific
coast, they ought to appreciate and I believe they do sppreciate the
embarrassing and almost insurmountable difficulties that the Southern
people have to contend against when dealing with the race problem
in their midst, when dealing with the negro born in slavery, and who
by reason of his historical condition remains for the most part in sub-
ordination, a result which nearly always follows when an inferior is
placed in juxtaposition with a superior race in the same territory.

These conditions which exist in the South, as they prevailed through-
out a portion of the Unionin earlier times, wereaggravated in the south-
ern section by the fact that they came npon the white people there, not
as they did upon the white people in the Northern States by a gradual
process of emancipation and a steady readjustment of relations, but
they came upon tgz Southern people at the end of the mostdestructive
war in respect of men and property that any civilized people ever en-
countered. The settlement ol the question in the Southern States has
unfortunately been complicated with the contests of the two great po-
litical parties of the country, but I think every one who surveys with
a calm eye society in the South will admit that, ander the circum-
stances, the preservation of peace, the recognition of civil and political
liberty, the guaranties for life and property, the advancement in edunca-
tionand material resources have been wonderful, if not miraculons. I
append some data showing the progress in the South generally, and
in Lonisiana in particular.

I repeat that the state of things which I have described was con-
fined mainly to certain riparian parishes that were enumerated by the
Senator from New Hampshire, but in other parishes, where the Repub-
lican party was organized and where the same conditions did not pre
vail as in the riparian parishes alluded to, the vote may not appear any
less remarkable to the Senator from New Hampshire. For instance, in

the city of New Orleans, where there was not the slightest dispute about
the fairness of the election in April last, there were polled 38 966 votes,
and out of that number Governor Nicholls received 27,524 and Governor
Warmoth 11,142—Nicholls's majority being 16,682. At the previous
election, in 1884, there wereover 24,000 votes polled, and in 1874, 19,000,

If "any one will take the white parishes of the State, that is, the
parishes in which the white voters exceed the colored voters, including
the city of New Orleans, and then the parishes which are represented
in the General Assembly by Republicans, they will find they consti-
tute a majority of the whole Legislature. In many of the parishes
the Republicans indorsed the Democratic ticket for the Legislature,
and the senators and representatives from those parishes may be added
to those I have referred to, and it will be found that they in the ag-
gregate constitute a large majority of the members of the General As-
sembly who participated in the election of the United States Senators.
Moreover, in several instances, Republican contestants were admitted
to their seats in the house of repre<entatives, over which a gentle-
man presides who has become a resident of that State since the close
of the war, and is a Northern man by birth.

Now, under these circumstances, the Senator from New Hampshire
comes forward with his series of resolutions that no constitutional law-
yer in this Senate can approve, but which he hopes may be adopted as
part of the political programme. He would have one of the commit-
tees of this Senate constituted a sortof political mint in which shall be
assayed and coined every calumny, every scandal, and, as I said belore,
every neighborhood fend, every grievance that any man imagines he
has suftered, any grievance that any man may be persnaded he has suf-
fered by pettilogging politicians who will be brought here at the ex-
pense of the Government. It is proposed that this currency shall find
circulation among the good and philanthropic people of the North, who,
when the excitement of the campaign shall have passed away and they
have made inquiries into the true facts for themselves, shall find it to
be base and frandulent coinage.

8ir, I would rather resign my seat in this Senate than to become the
medinm by which such vile accusations are to be conveyed to the
Senate, the scavenger by whom all the ill-will of the community is to
be gathered up and presented to the Senate, or one of its committees.
**T had rather be a dog and bay the moon, than such a Roman.” I
have here newspaper slips from leading newspapers in Rhode Island,
and I saw a few days ago a letter from a distingnished citizen of that
State, Mr. George S. Waring, declaring that the recent election in Rhode
Island was carried by corrupt nse of money, and that votes were sold
as if in the public market. I have these papers and others at the serv-
ice of the gentleman from New Hampshire if he desires to extend his
inquiry into the legality or fairness of the recent election in the State
of Rhode Island. They make out quite astrong case—stronger, I think,
than the Senator has made out with his newspaper extracts and anony-
mous letters against the people and government of Louisiana. Will
he accept them?

I am glad to know that there are, Senators in this body who have
adopted a different policy from that marked out by the Senator from
New Hampshire; there are Senators here on the Republican side who
by a broad, liberal, I will suy magnanimous policy, have won a place
in the hearts of the people I represent here to-day, and whose commis-
sion I hold by a unanimous vote, both black and white, of the general
assembly of that State; there are Senators here who, instead of offer-
ing pains and chains and penalties and insults, holding up the people
of a Sonthern commonwealth to the scorn of the public, have come
forward with balm for the wounds of the great civil struggle and who
have devised beneficent measures of legislation. I need not go beyond
the limits of the State of New Hampshire to find such a man, and in
years to come, though the Blair bill may be defeated, there will be
found in many a hamlet in my State a warm welcome for the name of
the statesman who had the sagacity and courage to bring forward that
wise legislation intended to educate and enlighten the people of our
country.

But the junior Senator from New Hampshire prefers to follow a dif-
ferent course. Withont referring his resolutions to the consideration
of the committee, but picking up here and there a scandal of the com-
munity from anonymous letters and newspaper clippings, often erro-
neous, he hopes to constitute a political machine to operate during the
Presidential campaign, to catch, like the ear of Dionysius the Tyrant,
the slightest whispers of political parasites or schemers, and proceed
on such testimony to convict his countrymen, living in a distant State,
of crimes and misdemeanors. Thus he would attempt to brand with
{he ‘‘Scarlet Letter’’ one of the fairest and noblest Commonwealths in
this Union.

Sir, if this method of procedure can find justification in the minds of
the constitutional lawyers in this Senate, or can bring gratification to
the heart of any Senator on this floor, or if the anthor of these resolu-
tions feels that they will gratify his constituents, or that they may be
necessary to the success of his political party, he is welcome to such
honor as they may bring him. If such charges, based on such flimsy
grounds, were made, and if the indictment were laid against thedecency
and civilization and good character of my fellow-countrymen in New
Hampshire, and had no other foundation than the Senator from New
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Hampshire himself offers to the Senate, I should feel impelled by every
sense of public duty and public honor, as a S8enator and a gentleman,
to interpose my arm and my voice in their defense; I should feel that
1 ought to lift my voice, as [ do now, against such revolutionary, vio-
lent, heartless, reckless, and unscrupulous charges as have been laid
against the generous, industrious, and enlightened people from whom
I hold a commission on this floor. ‘

Mr. President, I donot desire to prolong this debate, but I wasstruck,
as the Senator from New Hampshire proceeded, with the inconsistency
in which he indulged. In the first place, he appealed to therecord, to
the official table promulgated by the secretary of state of Lonigiana to
show that the vote of that State exceeded the registration of the State.

Mr. CHANDLER. If the Senator will allow me, I wish to say that
I have never done that.

Mr. GIBSON. I found in looking over the former speech of the
Senator from New Hampshire on yesterday that he furnished a table
which has gone before the country showing that the vote in certain
parishes of the State of Louisiana exceeded the qualified voters in the

rish,

PaHr. CHANDLER. Now the Senator makes the statement accn-
rately.

M_I{ GIBSON. In order to do that he takes the election of 1888 and
the regisiration of 1884.

Mr. CHANDLER. May I ask the Senator right there whether there
has been any registration since 1884 ?

Mr. GIBSON. Certainly.

Mr. CHANDLER. I should be obliged to the Senator if he would
put it in the RECORD.

Mr. GIBSON. 1 will furnish the table.

- Mr. CHANDLER. I should be obliged to the Senator if he wonld,
beeause 1 have been unable to find any registration since 1884,

Mr. GIBSON. What a commentary is that upon the position the
Senator from New Hampshire assumes! He would arraign the people
of Louisiana when he himself declares that he is in periect ignorance
of the fact that there is required by law, ten days in advance of every

eneral election in that State, a registration of the citizens in the State
in order that they may be qualified to vote. That is a public fact
which no one would overlook who desired to investigate and to ascer-
tain how elections are conducted in the State of Lonisiana. When, in
ignorance of this fact, he displays to the people of the country the reg-
istration of 1884 counpled with the vote of 1888, showing thereby that
the vote exceeded the registration, that Commonwealth stands here ac-
cunsed and convicted of the very fraud which he alleges against her.
Yet the frail and unceitain groundwork of the prima faeie case upon
which this allegation rests is dissipated and disappears the very moment
the official facts are presented to the Senate.

Not only that, but I show that in a period of twelve years there was
a fluetuation in the total vote of only 27,000 in the State of Louisiana
during the last election, whereas in the State of Massachusetts there
was within one year a fluctuation in the total vote of 95,000. I submit
the circumstances which led to the election of General Butler in Mas-
sachusetts to the governorship of that State, the influences that were
behind him, the peculiar conditions of society in the State of Massa-
chusetts, a State as much honored by myself and by the people of this
country as any one in it, perhaps, except the State of Virginia, as the
leading State of the Revolution, and in all the great occurrences which
have taken place npon vhe arena of American polities in this conntry—
a State with fixed institutions, with fixed opinions, whose society has
never been subverted or revolutionized by force and war.

But when the Senator is confronted by these fluctuations of the votes
in New York and in Massachusetts, an2l when the offer is made to him
to take up these newspaper clippings concerning the election in the
State of Rbode Island, he declinestheoffer. However, he occupies him-
self as a Senator on this floor by clipping from day to day the newspa-
per accounts of one occurrence after another in the State of Louisiana,
Yet at the ontset he declares that the press was muzzled in the State
of Louisiana, and that therefore it was impossible from the newspapers
of that State to ascertain what the condition of society was inil. So
the propositions upon which his prima facie case rests—first, the official
returns of the registration and the election; and secondly, the fluctna-
tion of the vote in the State of Lounisiana; and thirdly, the newspaper
clippings, which he declares himself are untrustworthy, as we all know
they are—have no foundation in fact.

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President——

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BERRY in the chair). Does the
Senator from Louisiana yield to the Senator from New Hampshire ?

Mr. GIBSON. Certainly.

Mr. CHANDLER. It the Senator will allow me, I will state that
I have made no such declaration. I said that accounts of these trans-
actions rarely found their way into the local papers, and that in order
to ascertain them we must glean them either from the Northern press
or the metropolitan press. I did not make the statement——

Mr. GIBSON. The Senator declared in his speech which I had the
honor of reading yesterday or the day before that the false conntings
and killing of voters are seldom found recorded in Democratic news-
papers, and never in local newspapers of Louisiana; and yet he hasnot

quoted from a single paper outside of the State of Louisiana to main-
tain his allegations.

Mr. CHANDLER. I expressly excepted, if the Senator will allow
me, the metropolitan journals. He will find the statement in my
speech which he says he did me the honor to read.

Mr. GIBSON. The first proposition upon which the Senator pro-
ceeds to arraign the State of Louisiana was based upon the registration
and the vote in that State. He finds by his own admission that that
falls from under his feet. The third proposition rests entirely npon
the newspaper clippings.

The Benator says also that the negroes are being disarmed in the
State of Lounisiana. His information on the subject is as unreliable as
it was with respect to the registration and the vote cast in the State.
When I go to my old home in the parish of Terre Bonne, where the
colored people still live, occupying their homes and cultivating their
farms. without even paying rent to me or any taxes, I send over to them
and borrow guns when I desire to go hunting. I haveno gun in my own
house. Iknowsomething of the people of Louisiana. I have traveled
through nearly every parish in it. I believe I know as many of my
fellow-citizens personally as any living man, and I can venture to state
from my personal knowledge that the idea that the white people are
disarming the colored people is simply absurd. The Senator would be
langhed at if he would go in any neighborhood in the State and make
such a declaration.

The Senator alludes to some occurrence in which he said my brother
was engaged in Terre Bonne Parish. Whatdoesthat reston? Itrests
upon the irresponsible declaration of some private letters writtento the
Senator by a single man in the parish, of whom I never heard, and I
doubt if the man ever lived there. The parish in which I reside went
for the Republican party in the last election and Repubiican members
were elected to the Legislature, and my impression is they voted for me;
certainly they did not vote against me for the Senate.

So the Senator’s arraignment stands upon inadequate premises. He
has been carried away by his zeal for his party. He has been carried
away by his desire that certain political workers who claim citizenship
in Louisiana shall visit Washington and retail to him and to the politi-
cal managers of the Republican party stirring tales of their grievances
and their wrongs—grievances and wrongs that exist in every large and
populous community; grievances and wrongs that ought to be pun-
ished in my State, and many of which are nct punished in my State;
grievances and wrongs that exist perhaps in the Senator’s own State
and in the State of every Senator who has a seat on this floor. Wecan
not remedy all wrongs' by legislation. 'We can not hope to stretch out
our arms from the Senate Chamber to give quiet and peace and protec-
tion to every individoal in this country. We must hope that the de-
sire of self-government, of amendment on the part of the people them-
selves where these wrongs occur, will lead them to seek redress of them,
because the wrong azainst one man to-day may become a wrong against
another man to-morrow.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Would it disturb the Senator or interrupt him it
I should ask a question?

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MANDERSON in the chair).
the Senator from Lounisiana yield to the Senator from Vermont?

Mr. GIBSON. Certainly.

Mr. EDMUNDS, Ishould like to ask my friend from Louisiana
(for I have tried to understand the point of the debate on both sides,
although I have not been in the Senate Chamber all the time) what is
the objection to an inquiry by the Senate of the United States to as-
certain what the truth is? If there be any considerable number of
people in the State of Louisiana or Vermont who are deprived of rights
which enter into the composition of the Government of the United
Statesand they appeal for redress, what is the ground and reason why
the Senate should not inquire ?

I remember, if my friend will permit me for a moment, that in 1879
or 1880, when a political party of which I am not usually a member
was in the majority here and had sway, an inquiry was instituted by
that majority, and withont any opposition on this side, into wrongs
concerning the sufirage, ete., I think in Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts, and there was one allegation tonching some wrongs in one county
in the State of Vermont. As I remember, all the Senators on thisside
said, “ By all means; make every inquiry; let us develop the truth
and see how far the right of rights,’’ as platforms have justly called it,
“*has been evaded; and then we can consider whether within our com-
petence and scope there is any redress.”’ 1 should like to understand
the precise reason why it is not thought fit that we should find eut
what the truth really is.

Mr. GIBSON. If the Senator from Vermont had done me the honor
to listen to my previous remarks he would have ascertained my objec-
tions to this particular resolution and this particular mode of redress
and inquiry. There has been no memorial here from any man in the
State of Louisiana stating that he had suffered any grievance. There
has been no complaint addressed to the Senate of the United States.
There is no tumult, no * buck-shot war,”” no insurrection. It is one
government, and all is quiet and peaceable. There are no complaints
from disappointed candidates, no memorials from the citizens; but a
Senator from a distant State, 1,500 miles away, rises in the Senate and

Does
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offers the registration and the vote ofthe State, which henow confesses
he did in error, and reads anonymous letters——

Mr. CHANDLER. I dislike to interrupt the Senator, but I have
made no such confession of an error, Mr. President.

Mr. GIBSON. The record will show and does show his own con-
fession of his ignorance of the registration. He reads anonymous let-
ters to the President of the Senate, he reads newspaper slips. On these
absurd evidences he alleges that there is a conspiracy in the State
against self-government, and he asks that oneof the standing commit-
tees of the Senate, on this inadequate showing,.shall be instrueted to
make an inguiry to ascertain whether there be a republican form of
government in the State of Lonisiana; whether there be a Legislature;
whether there be a governor; whether there be a supreme court, and
whether there be a people in the enjoyment of self-government in that
State. He is not willing to refer the resolutions and charges and tes-
timony to the Committee on Privileges and Elections for their consid-
eration and report, but wishes to instruct the committee, whether they
approve of the investigation or not, to proceed with it.

I submit to the veteran Senator from Vermont whether, on such a

qu;llry, to be conducted, perhaps, against their own sense of propriety
and j ent?

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I ask my honorable friend from Louisiana
what, the Presidential election has to do with it? I confess I do not
understand.

Mr. GIBSON. I fear that the Senator is so fertile in questions that
I shall exhaust the patience of the Senate if I attempt to answer them
one after the other. If the Senator himself can not perceive some re-
lation between this investigation and the Presidential election, when
the resolution itself declares that the inquiry is to be made in order to
ascertain in advance whether the people of Louisiana ought to be per-
mitted to vote for Presidential electors, I think I may conclude that
the Senator is asking his questions without having deigned even to read
the resolution itself, One less experienced in public affairs than the
Senator from Vermont would find, if he looked into the history of this
body, that these investigations, these inquiries, these inquisitions, al-
ways accompany a Presidential election. No such resolutions are
offered, no such inquiries are instituted by enterprising political Sena-
tors except in view of elections for the Presidency in which the fortunes

ghowing and in the midst of a Presidential election, this committee | of their party are concerned; and this shall be my brief answer to the
should be instructed now to proceed with such an examination and in- | Senator from Vermont.
APPENDIX.
Statement of regislered volers of the Slate of Louisiana for the year 1388,
Tt White | White | Colored | Colored
o T volers voters voters volers
shmmk is- (Votersof Votersof| yynite | Colored| who | who | who | who
vot-| P birth. | voters. | voters. | write | make | write | make
ers, B their their their their
names. | marks. | names. | marks
Acadis 2,308 1,926 382 2,006 302 851 1,155 87 215
A i 5,312 5,023 289 1,864 3,448 1,436 428 643 9, 805
A 5 . 643 5,517 126 2,500 3,143 1,668 832 1,086 2,087
e e O B T e S S e 4,946 4,836 110 2,300 2,646 1,579 721 501 2,145
Bienville 2,713 2,600 14 1,731 982 1,671 60 58 024
NG o e e e e e 4,625 4,590 35 1,100 3,525 1,075 25 100 3,425
Caddo SRR Mt 6,080 5, 603 477 2,152 3,928 1,962 180 456 3472
Calcasi 5,084 1,429 605 4,304 730 2797 1,507 219 511
Caldwell 1,113 1,110 3 591 522 561 30 20 432
Ca 450 422 28 396 54 212 184 5 40
Catahoula, 2, 2,460 40 1,315 1,155 905 440 155 1,000
it 5,117 5,104 13 2,512 2, 605 2,459 53 201 2,404
O din, 4, 104 4,084 20 676 3,428 670 [ 400 3,028
De S0to ..uveeen 2,809 2,88 118 1,154 1,746 1,004 60 57 1,688
East Rouge. 7,186 6,841 342 2,763 4,124 2,454 308 07 3,627
Fash Oatvolle 3,046 3,004 42 321 2,725 A R bired 2,348
East Feliciana, 3,054 2, 500 155 1,100 1,954°) 1,067 33 141 1,813
Franklin...... 1,244 1,235 19 5613 73l 423 91 76 655
Grant 1,253 1,276 7 723 661 458 254 147 414
5,554 5,318 236 2,344 3,210 1,629 715 520 2 600
Iberville . 6,246 6,001 15 1,256 4, 990 1, 052 174 | 520 4,470
Jackson 1,249 1,246 8 780 4659 669 111 84 385
SR | fml s om0 el @l &) m
0
L] Al 1
el 5,531 |  B5.ass 146 | 3803| <2ms| T7s| I584 20| 1s0s
o 2,670 2,665 1 1,757 919 1,476 281 80 839
Livingst 1,247 1,207 40 1,075 172 805 270 32 140
Madison, 3,608 3, 662 36 330 3,568 319 11 464 2 804
Moreh 3, 162 3,139 23 785 2,377 767 18 53 2,324
Natehitocl 5,594 5,186 108 9,344 2,980 1,439 875 457 2,523
Orl i
el 3,278 2,543 733 2,698 580 2, 450 248 252 323
Lo o g R R O 3,910 ig ng %,'%a 1.:{? g:eos g ’}m 510
b 5,708 769 43 5
,";2.,’1‘;1. ward 2,970 2,272 658 2,219 78k 2,075 144 309 52
Fifth ward 3,830 3,001 829 2,960 851 2,501 78 430 381
Sixth ward 2,630 1,985 645 2,167 473 1,654 503 206 207
Seventh ‘ward 4,085 | |, 3,370 715 2 835 1,250 2,569 266 712 533
Fiohthward 2,264 1,768 496 1,987 277 1,823 164 122 155
Ninth ward 3,511 2,505 016 2,925 586 2,668 257 175 111
Ponts ward 4,476 3,350 1,067 3,653 774 3,440 212 380 414
Blavanth wheds 4,452 3, 480 72 3,483 9450 3,258 230 462 507
Twelfth ‘ward 2,455 1,998 457 1,927 528 1,791 136 230 298
Thirteenth ward. 1,450 1,205 245 1,028 422 652 76 159 33
Foirtoanth wind 774 619 155 524 250 480 Ie 98 152
nth ward 2,625 2152 443 1,463 1,162 1,344 119 821 841
Sixteenth ward by 119 827 500 308 19 150 320
Sey th ward w79 633 146 486 293 436 50 86 207
Ounchit 3,914 3,812 72 1,044 2, 87 938 106 78L 2,089
1 i 2,946 2,34t 605 1,162 1,784 097 235 413 1,371
Pointe Coupla 4,436 4,231 205 1,837 3,109 1,100 218 402 2,707
Rapid o 7,309 5,196 2,113 4,803 2,416 4,240 653 236 2,180
Red River 1,938 1,920 18 600 1,248 580 110 186 1,062
Richland 1,793 1,760 24 644 1,149 571 73 189 960
Sabine. 1,972 1,852 20 1,538 434 1,17 365 40 304
St. Bernard 1,820 1,856 173 871 958 462 400 398 560
St. Charl 2,096 2,078 18 242 1,854 199 43 408 1,446
= A R B
St. James...... <} B8 4,450 7 G g 7 3,026
8:: Jno:l?n the Baptist 2,962 2 07 15 1,011 1,91 884 127 145 1,806
e e R N S e 10,947 | 10,835 112 5,354 5,508 3,745 1,609 1,677 3,916
Martin® 3,674 | 3,630 4 1,476 2,198
St. Mary 7,676 7,413 263 2,227 5,449 1,938 259 605 4,754
B ey $oin| x| 18| Lwm| 1Li3| nas| | ;|
gipahoa..... 2,787 N
Fohusid i e r saea| sost 2 728 | 4435 721 7 723 3,712
Terre Botine 5,311 5,220 g1 2,276 3,005 966 1,310 450 2,576
Tofon ... 2,965 2,038 a7 1,854 1,111 1,504 260 130 981
WVermillion 2, 400 2,417 73 1,981 550 820 11 107 452
Vernon a52 876 76 829 123 610 189 53 | 70

*The original registration book having been destroyed by fire, the number of whites and colored who write their names and make their mark can not be
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Statement of registered volers of the Stale of Lwiciam‘!or the year 1888—Continued,

;l‘ ; 1 l' Whilte “?iqitu C-nl{.\red Col;:red
‘otn - voters volers voters | -voters
. " olersof | Votersof| yono. | golored | who who who who
Parishes. lerr:{l vol- nn:ge fgmig_n volers. | voters. write make write make
1 their their | their their
| names. marks. | names. | marks.
'W'uhlngm:l A 1,215 1,213 892 | 33 J 619 &0
L e P e B A B L By 2,463 2,423 1,146 1,817 1,096 65 1,249
West Baton Rouge. 2,377 2,270 547 1, 830 336 L 1,589
West Carroll 51| B 252 310 202 5 263
West Felici 3,850 | 3,203 550 2 800 510 150 2,650
Winn L9755 | 1,369 1,194 | 181 850 35 146
PoteYiids i | BT | 232,000 ‘ 20, 608 ‘ 125,407 | 128, m‘ 99,945 93,010 | 102,942

Sratre oF Lovisiaxa, Office of Secrelary of Stale.

1, the undersigned, do hercby certify theabove to be an accurate report of the whole number of registered voters in the State of Louisiana, the number of
native and foreign born, and the number of white and colored voters, respectively, who write their names and the number who malke their marks who have
registered up to April 7, A, D. 1888, made in complinnee with section 43 of act No. 123 of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, approved April 10,189)

Witness my alg'uatum and the seal of the State of Louisiana, at the city of Baton Rouge, this 10th day of May, A. D, 1888,
OSCAL ARROYO, Seeretary of Stale.

[sEAL]

Oficinl vole for gevernor and liswlenani-governor of

the Slate of Louiziana, cast on

the 1Tth day of April, 1858,

Official vote for governor and liewtznani-governor of the Stale of Lowisiana, cast on
the 17th day of April, 1888—Continued.

| nAD enant-
EOTRE e FD;tl\‘i'eﬂnr:OP- = I OB SRIE Forgll‘)l:::nor.
i 3 T F ; i
Z 3 £ E E 3
: 88 10 ol S B e e R
Parishes. Z - g g Tarishes. “ E § a
P s | 8 N P S S
g ESHo Rl g g :
g @ 2
= = g, - = R =
Acadia 1,688 149 1,704 142 | Terre Bonne 1,687 2,033 1,600 2,034
A i 275| 13| 275 1,334 | Union 2,369 9| 3,577 89
ABBumption ., .c.eesnessrsaasesssranis e 1,902 2,159 1,834 2,228 | Vermillion 1,687 G619 1,678 619
Avoyelles...... 2,425 1,310 2,429 1,309 | Vernon P ki) P43 Lvrarrreessssen
Bienville 1,923 37 1,954 35 | Washingt hiage 763 al T61 271
BosSier ...cm--. 4,213 o5 4,206 91 | Webst 1,506 335 1,437 314
Caddo........... 4, 502 324 4, 816 810 | West Baton RoOUge.. .cc..cooooivmernssissnsssans 1,712 454 L712 454
Caleasien 2,294 708 2,333 887 | West Carroll 3 420 81 426 T4
Caldwell 671 ir(i] 676 276 | West Felici 2,088 T 2,058 anr
O 402 02 393 02 | Winn 1,196 83 1,198 &
Catahoula 992 885 961 871
laik 2,397 768 2,304 76T Total 137,257 51,471 | 137,468 51,244
Concordia 4,219 145 | 4,224 145
De Soto 1,865 | 187 72
. Too| | New| o e s
t v +
2 e : Francis T, Nicholls 157,957
gl 2'%2 ‘:‘: 2-% wg Henry C. Warmoth : 51,471
Iberia A 1,923 500 1,915 569 Majority for Francis T. Nicholls. 85, 786
Thexvilla oo B f I 0 | James Jefrries 137, 468
ne n
Jefferson .??é 1‘ 271 ? } 251 Andrew HE'I‘D. !l' ﬁl. 244
el T
Lol i ] B R —— o
Li 1 1,273 L3890 [,
Livingston 766 191 768 J. H. DUGGAN.
Madison R Lol Rem AUG. LEVERT,
Morel 1,584 14 1,586 On the part of the Senaie,
Natchitoeh 3,373 285 3,872 1,285 J R’. D
O
First ward 2,190 508 | 2,103 404 M. STALLINGS,
Second ward 2,490 663 2,491 658 Onmmumnmqmrmmm
Third ward 2,921 1,514 2,986 1,502 =
Frwi nh“ﬁ‘__..,. {:% m ig % EDUCATION IN LOUISIANA,
Sevesih wici Too| 11| oes| 1,138
Eighth ward 1,457 203 | 1401 280 1878. | 1874. | 1887
en wutd
E1Venth WAL ..oomerescorseremmererececmd] 2,500 949 | ' 2,518 953 | Number of school s B84 | 1,030 | 1,985
Twelfth ward 1,404 487 1,408 484 | Number of children enroll 57,443 | 74,300 | 111, 528
Thirteenth Ward ...... c.ie.cesescsscessnes a1 351 7 353
Fourteenth ward 393 246 400 243
Fifteenth ward 1,006 926 1,007 924 Detailed statervnent jor 1887,
Sixteenth ward............ AT 76 430 278 430 | Number of schools:
8o teenth ward 407 229 408 29 White 1,318
0 hita 2,904 5 2,995 5 Col d seassaset 607
Plagnemine o971 1,678 8 1,673
Pointe Coupé 1,45 1,465 1,47 1,465 1,085
Rapides 4,678 449 4,679 453 | Number of pupils enrolled:

River 1,679 78 1,679 78 White : - 04,916
Richland 1,287 63 1,291 63 Colored 46,912
St Bernard " 504 s | w0 | B 111,828
St. Charl 172 1877 172 1,877 | Average atlendance:

St. Helena 846 375 846 375 ‘White 45,815
B¢, Ji 898 2,181 899 2,182 Colored...... ..... . 34,262
St.John the Baptisbu......ciimmiismsise. 593 1,216 . . baL 1,214

St, Landry 3,909 3,278 8,907 3,238 80,107
St. Martin 1,624 1,107 1,641 1,083 | Number of tenchers:

St. Mary 2,885 1,649 2,882 1,657 White 1,724
St. Tammany 12 615 a7 GO9 Col i} P 685
R DO Ceedsms vsp mvrnss e s P i-rirursammasil 1,249 629 1,243 630

Tensas. 4,627 113 4,627 113 2,409
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Number of private schools:
White

L8 T e e e e e e i
Total number of pupils in publie and private schools... 5
Recelpta of school fnd ... i sesasstasm reasisnssncaninssssss v weeess $611, 255, 60

Louisiana has now 11 colleges, with 3,040 students,
The S8outhern University for colored persons, created by constitution of 1579

The wealth to each inhabitant is:

Assessed wealth per eapita, 1850 . §148.42
Assessed wealth per eapit ' 1888,
Actual wealth per capita, 1888

171,11

This improvement has kept on steadily from year to year, as the following
figures from the Times-Democrat's reports will show:

{article 231) and supported by annual appropriations of §10,000, is in a thriving 1879 niriensnees -+ 92,887, 834, 861

condition. 1840 ...... heh - 2,996,514, 535

, = o : B

Tota istration : . 2. wnsanvasinn - by 000y 903, 7 X 43

e st 195,407 | 188 Lo BTBR 115,808 | 1888 oo meeeesserseoesiesasenes 8 240, 774,722

Colored sessassensnns e s s seenes 155y 150 1t will be noted that last year's improvement was considerably above the av-
i || STARS:

. U T PR T R e s YT T T . 233, 557 We have EISﬁWh_Bl‘E given so full a review and such ample statistics on this
’C‘Vhale volers who can write their names...... 99,945 | subject that we will but present the following figures, making a comparison
Colored voters who can write their nnmes 23,210 | between the SBouth to-day and what it was in 1830, Nothing better illustrates

1830, the progress made during that period.
ﬁpul&lﬂon, ten years and over 649, 070
X0 TR, o Crvecnainins v mn s sevirn s 297,312 crese,
White and colored who ean not write R PR R S TG SI;G,MI A, 20 48 5
‘White who ean write 58,000
AGRICULTURE IN LOUISIANA—COTTON PRODUCTION.. Per cent.
Population 18, 042 858 14,639, T14 29.4
Assessment.......... o e $3, 240,774,722 | 92,164,792, 795 49.8
Year. Acres, Bales, Railroads, miles. o 35, 679 17, 100.0
Hands employed in fuctories. 440, 253 215, 245 14L0
Produci $ous o 108 | Sois.got.od | g
1879 864,787 | 508,560 | Droduction . <924, 794 5.4
186 o) wriisis | dowg | Bigiron produced, tons - $25, 182,500 BT 443 | 006
il R tedt ineral output.........euve.. , 482, s 760. 6
1855-'67 (estimated) 550,000 airia prodoucts §793,008.293 |  §811. 679,048 29.7
;:ani:n nn:mnh 44, 830, 972 20, 754, 243 55. 8
BUGAR. TUit, VRING .ooeeries ssrsas v mssanssnsnns suaes 19,421, 350 9,103,113 113.4
Total production of all kinds, agricult-
e H"E“;‘;‘ag:é 1570 nog’ﬁi"g:i ure, mining, manufacturing, tisher-
i g - T cennenees| §1,853,842,620 | §949, 814,720 42,5
1866 41,000 Hiﬂ'. > 62, (138 45, 031 37.8°
— \ Children atlending.....ovvermmmmsisemsssses 2,402,117 1, 832, 620 6.7
CROP REPORTS OF COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE FOR YEAR 1887, Betisol ox; roa 811,742,702 94, 415,7 S
x Tt will be seen that in every respect the South has moved forward more rap-
Orop Quantity ;;:!mll‘ln- idly in wealth than in Wp‘i}‘%“u“;&:?i:: il.p‘li‘oduee%amore and is ﬂg:erand more
- = ' Prosperous in every way. ese ics draw a better picture than any words
tivation. | o4 of the advance of the South since 1850, o
[The New Orleans Times-Democrat.]
Cotton.. bales 406, 420 1,002, 764 .
COrt, - by csass bushels... 10,027,523 | omla2 [ oo = i Brspe
Rice (elean) I 3 69, 930, 831 72,656 vantages, cheap raw materials, cheap transportation, and the best
Su ke i ™ i 264, 856 markets were in th mselves enough to build up manufactures here. Another
M ERr o allons...| 16,243, 490 197,044 | advantage that might be mentioned is the variety of industries concentrated
Ovebet voteh ey 1. 805, 012 19, 460 here which must help each other. The presence of the great foundries of New
Triah hotat spiper Ao " 056, 168 6. 710 | Orleans, of the saw-mills, will of necessity aid other establishments which may
Oats... e 116 101 41 519 | need lumber or machinery of a peculiar kind, In New Orleans they can get
L - everything they want and will not be required to send elsewhere for {l
And, finally, it was discovered that New Orleans possessed an abundance of

[The New Orleans Times-Democrat.]
THE GREAT EOUTH.

The Times-Democrat presents elsewhere this morning, as it has for five years,
a review of the condition of the Southern States to-day and the progress they
have made in the past twelyve months. When we first told this story but little
was known of the wealth and advantages of the South. To-day the whole
world recognizes them, and there isscarcely a paper in the North but publishes
columns each year about Southern progress and development, while scores of
industrial papers have sprung into existence here to chronicle the advance
made in each line of mining or manufactures. Moreover, the Southern States
no longer ** hide their lights under a bushel,” They recognize the benefits to
accrue to them from maklmil known their wealth, their resources, and their
progress. Nearly all of them have statistical bureaus and publish from time to
time interesting reports of their condition.

From these and other reports it is an easier matter to-day to give, as we do
elsewhere, the progress of the South during the year, and to find how far it has
moved forward since 188,

I'he doubter who may regard what the papers have had to say about the
South as due to a disposition to " boom™ things must be convinced by the of-
ficial figures of the assessments. No one can imagine for a second that these
exaggerate the value of property. On the contrary, there is a strong disposition
to undervalue it. When, refore, the assessments show that the wealth of
the South is increasing at a rate nearly twice as great as the po];gula;t[on, it is
evidence of prosperity which none can deny or dispute, The following is the
assessment of the several Southern States during the census year and for
1857-'88, The assessments now being made will show a still larger increase,

States, 1887-'88, 1879-'80,

Alabama §214, 925, 869 §117, 486, 181
Ark 148, 868, 206 = 86,400, 364
Florida 84, 860, 534 20,471,618
GEOTEIB. oo remserinsrarmvasarssssersosentsessse 341, 504, 921 , 650, 530
Kentucky. S 483, 491, 690 3818, 087, 875
Louisiana 221, 500, 158, 687, 495
Mimslead il .. o s R i - 129, 887, 254 106, 594, T08
o I & e e a8 yacsile waphan 4 aHae4 210, 035, 453 156, 100, 202
South Carolina. 141, 495, 056 132, 037, 986
L0 T, e P e R L S S 239, 750, 000 211,768,538
Texas.. 650,412, 401 304, 493, 163
Virginia. 874,043,338 _ 308, 455, 185

Total 3,240,774, 722 2,164,702, 795

In the census report on valuations, the Census Bureau in 1880 estimated that
tlie true value of property of all kinds in the South was much greater than the
nssessmen{s—57 per cent. greater in Texas and Virginia, 43 per cent. in Georgia—
the total being §5,725,000,000 as against an assessment of §2,164,792,785. On this
basis the true valuation of the South .o-day is$8,570,829,140. showing an increase
during the past eight years of §2,845,829,140, with an improv tin the
ment of §1,075,981,927, ¢

labor, excellent in character, intellizent, capable, endowed with much of that
taste to be found in France, tractable, and free from that unfriendly feelin
toward eapital which creates a friction in New England and other industri
sections, and which has so injured manufacturing there.

The result of these discoveries has been to bring abouta rapid advance in man-
ufactures here, the details of which are given elsewhere, The manufacturesof
New Orleans have more than doubled in the past eight years, as follows :

Year. E:;tl‘:?llll;h' Capital, Hands. | Wages. | Producls,
2,185 | $21,677,670 | 23,865 | §8,242,599 | $41,508,000

915 8, 565, 303 8,404 | 3,717,557 18, 808, 000

1,270 | 13,102,367 | 15,461 | 4,525,042 | 22,700,000

Capital no longer hesitates over these investments and more has found its
way into manufacturing industries during the past year than during the entire
decade between 1870 and 1880,

Mr. TELLER. I do notrise to discuss the resolution before the
Senate nor the conduct of the people of Louisiana, either in this elec-
tion or any other. I have had some experience of these matters in the
way of investigation, and I sympathize very much with what was
stated by the Senator from New Hampshire [ Mr. BLAIR] the other day
when he said it was useless, perhaps, to discuss this question because
we were powerless to redress the wrongs that by general admission are
perpetrated. What I desire now is to correct a statement made by the
Senator from Lounisiana [Mr. GiBsoN] as to the opinion of Republican
Senators in regard to the rights of the Chinese nnder the Declaration
of Independence. I suppose he meantto say that they hold on their
side that the Declaration of Independence was not intended to cover
any but white men, and did not intend to cover and did not cover
Chinese.

Mr. President, for one, I desire to enter my dissent from that doetrine.
The Declaration of Independence, in my judgment, coversall mankind,
white and black and red, and I do not find anything inconsistent with
that declaration in my attitude toward the Chinese.

I do not understand that the Declaration of Independence declares
that every man is the social equal of every other man. Ido notunder-
stand that the Declaration of Independence declares that every man
has the sume rights that every other man has all over the world. I
understand it to mean simply that when the people are grouped in one
community under one government every man is equal before the law.
That is all it asserted. Itdid notassertthat the Englishman who comes
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to America is the equal before the law of the American citizen, nor did
it assert that the Chinaman coming here is equal to the American citi-
zen before the law. If that was so, by what right do we say that the
foreigner who comes here shall not participate in the affairs of govern-
ment until he has passed a certain probationary period and his qualifi-
cations have been determined by a proper court? The right, entirely
consistent with the Declaration of Independence, to say that any man
who comes here from another country, not being a citizen of this, comes
here subject to just such laws as we make for him, has never been de-
nied that I know of in the history of the Government; and when I vote
to say that a Chinaman shall not come here and vote, or that he shall
not come here evep when he does not vote, I do not run counter to any-
thing in the Declaration of Independence.

We have the same right to say that the white man of Great Britain
or France or any other portion of the world shall not come here that
we have tosay that the Chinaman shall not come here. We say the
Chinaman shall not come here because his presence is injurious to the
interests of the Americanpeople. Whenever the American people be-
lieve that the presence of the white man from Great Britain or any
other country in the world will be injurious to our people, it will not
only be our right but it will be our duty to say that that man shall
not come, or if he comes shall not remain.

I have never put my opposition to the admission of the Chinaman
upon any other gronnd than I woald put my opposition to the admis-
sion of an Englishman or a Frenchman or a German; not upon the color
of his skin; not upon the inferiority of his intelligence, which I claim
exists; not because he is incapable of taking on the highest civiliza-
tion that belongs to the Caucasian race; but because his presence here
is injurious to the people who are here and who compose this Govern-
ment and have a right to legislate for themselves in their interests,
however injurious that legislation may be to those who are not a part
and parcel of this Government; and I adhere to every word that was
uttered in the Declaration of Independence in its highest and noblest
sense. It means that if a Chinaman is made a fellow-citizen by your
consent, you must treat him as you treat your white brother. It means
that though the African is dark, thick-lipped, carly haired, and igno-
rant, if he is your fellow-citizen yon must mete out to him the same
political rights as you mete out to the most intelligent and the wealth-
iest white man in your community. That is what the Declaration of
Independence means, and that is what, so far as I can, I intend in my
legislative career to insist shall be its construction, and that the Gov-
ernment shall be administered upon that theory so far as it is possible.

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr.,
G1BsoN] says that the conservative people of this country are weary of
these inquiries into the affairs of the Southern States. I do notso
understand the temper of the American people. I believe that what
they are weary of are the frauds, false countings, and murders of legal
voters which are going on in the South in order to make that section
solid and enable it to govern the North and the country.

The Senator says that if an inquiry of this kind was suggested in
reference to New Hampshire, he would lift his arm and his voice in
this Senate to prevent such an investigation. Mr. President, when
such evidence is presented to the Senate of the United States of whole-
sale fraud and of widespread murder resorted to in the State of New
Hampshire to prevent I.Ee Democrats of that State from voting at any
election, theSenator from Louisiana may interpose to prevent an inves-
tigation, but there will be no such interposition on the part of either
Senator from New Hampshire or any Republican Senator upon this floor.

The Senator likens the Committee on Privileges and Elections, when
charged with an investigation of this kind, to the ear of the tyrant
Dionysins. The comparison is inapt. Committees of this body are
the ears of no tyrant. They are the ears, the eyes, and the limbs of
the legislature of a republie, and I trust that the time will never
come when the ears of the American Senate will not be open to frands,
outrages, and murderscommitted anywhere in this country for political
reasons. I trust that when the humblest citizen, wronged in prop-
erty or in personal liberty, comes to the American Senate and asks an
investigation a hearing will be accorded to him, the facts ascertained
and proclaimed to the American people.

Mr. President, the Senator has carefully refrained from alluding, as
have all the Senators who have discussed this general question at this
session, to the facts of which complaint is made. They refuse to enter
into them. They say there is no constitutional aunthority to investi-
gate them. They deal in generaljties entirely, and they dislike to face
and they do not face the specific facts which make this outery before
the American people.

The charge is that these ontrages, that these murders of colored peo-
ple in Lonisiana and in other Southein States, are committed for polit-
ical reasons. They are not murders of mere bratality; they are not
isolated in their character, perpetrated in pursuance of no deliberate
purpose; they are not, as Democrats are fond of calling them, sporadic
in their nature; but they are part of a widespread, deliberate system
of politics and political action on the part of the Democratic party, es-
tablished in order that the control of the Congress and the Presidency
of the United States may be wrongfully and criminaliy transferred
from the party to which a free and fair and honest election would give

it to another party, which can only obtain that control by such frauds
and by such violence as are now exhibited to the whole nation.

I stated when this resolution was before the Senate on a former oc-
casion that these methods of politics which were resorted to in order
to secure a return of 136,746 votes and a majority of 84,753 for Nich-
olls in Lounisiana on the 7th of April were a continning system; that
the same species of intimidation, violence, and murder was being con-
tinued in the State of Louisiana as a preparation for the election which
is to give the electoral votes of the State of Louisiana to Grover Cleve-

Recent facts justify the assertion which I then made, and disagree-
able as I know it is, painful as I know it is, harshly as [ know it grates
upon the sensitive and patriotic nerves of the Senator from Louisiana
to contemplate the fact that in his State to-day black men, Republicans,
are being butchered in order that the Presidential electoral vote of that
State may be cast for Grover Cleveland, yet I conceive it to be my privi-
lege and my duty to bring these facts to the attention of the American
Senate, to the attention of the propleof New Hampshire, if the Senator
will have it so, and to the attention of the American people, in order
that possibly they may be aroused to the enormity of the wrongs that
are being perpetrated upon the humble colored voters in this State of
Louisiana upon which the Senator has passed such a eulogy.

I find in the New Orleans Daily Picayune of Monday morning,
September 17, 1888, the following account:

LOUISIANA—BREAUX BRIDGE—CRIME COMMITTED OF NEGRO WOMEN—THE WHITE
PEOPLE IN MAS§ MEETING DECLARE SUCH PROCEEDINGS SHALL STOP,
BREAUX BRIDGE, LA., ST. MARTIN'S PARISH, Seplember 16.

An awful crime was perpetrated in this vicinity Friday night. A gang sup-
posed to be composed of five thus far unknown parties assaulted a negro cabin,
and shooting through the walls mortally wounded a black woman, who died a
few hours afterwards. From this place they went to another cabin, outraged
a black woman, and then whi]mtdpa black man.

‘The negroes have made no aflidavits yet. Thewhite population is very much
excited over this matter, and held last night an indignation meeting. About
three hundred white men were present. is-lcm. Charles Delhommer made a stir-
ring speech, in which he denounced such parties and such actions in the most
virulent language. He was warmly applauded, and resolutions were immedi-
ately and unanimously passed that these negroes will be fully protected, so as
to enable them to make the proper affidavits declaring all those whom they
may have recognized, so that they may be duly arrested, delivered to the
courts, and dealt with to the ntmost rigor of the law. .

The white people are decided that order and peace shall prevail, and thatany
disturber of them shall be summarily dealt with, whether white or black.

Also the following from the Picayune of the 18th:

CALLING A HALT ON NEGRO OUTRAGES—SAM. POLK CHARGED WITH MURDER=
ING A COLORED WOMAN.
ST. MARTINSVILLE, LA., Seplember 17,

An affidavit was to-day made against Sam. Polk, a young man of Breaux
Bridge, for the murder of the negro woman who was so brutally killed near
Breaux Bridge Friday night. It :g{i)eam that Polk, who was accompanied by
four other men, was well recognized, and he lost his hat, which was bronght to
the district attorney's to-day. The hat was recognized as belonging to Polk.
Polk is said to be the one who ontraged the other colored woman, and an afti-
davit was made against him for that erime also.

Polk has fled, and at this writing has not been arrested, although the officers
and ecitizens of Breaux Bridge went in his pursuit.

There are strong doubts against the other assassins and they will soon be in
the hands of justice.

The whipping and bulldozing of negroes is getting to be too frequent, espe-
cially by irresponsible parties, who,when banded,are criminally inclined. These
outrages will be stopped and at once.

Another account, in the Washington Post, September 17, 1888, is
headed:
LOUISIANA OUTRAGES.
NEW ORLEANS, September 16,

A Picayune special from Breaux Bridge, La., says that on Friday night five
unknown men attacked a negro cabin, and shooting through the walls, killed a
colored woman. At anothercabinthey outraged a colored woman and whipped
a colored man. -

A mass meeting of three hundred white men was held Saturday night to ex-
press indignation at the outrages. Resolutions were adopted pledging protec-
tion to the colored people and punishment to the perpetrators of the crime.

I make the prediction, as I did on a previous oceasion, that the in-
dignation will end in resolutions. There will be no indictment and no
punishment of the perpetrators of these outrages upon these negroes,
the object of which is to affect the approaching Presidential election,
when the parish of St. Martin is to be converted from a Republican
parish into a Democratic parish. In the parish in 1874 there were
1,631 white votes and 1,771 colored votes. The vote returned in 1888
was for Nicholls, 1,107; for Warmoth, 1,624, This is one of the few
parishes in which at the last election the Republicans managed to
obtain a majority. The decree, however, has gone forth from the
Democrats of Louisiana that St. Martin shall not be in the Presiden-
tial election a Republican parish, but shall cast a majority for Grover
Cleveland.

The Louisiana Standard of September 22 gives the following account
of this Breaux Bridge atrocity:

DEMOCRATIC MURDER—AN EFIDEMIC OF ASSASSINATION—ORGAKIZED GANGS OF

DEMOCRATIC MUEDERERS MAKING THE KILLING OF NEGROES A PASTIME—

HOW LOUISIAKA NEGROES ARE BEING REDUCED TO MEXICAN PEONAGE—AS-

BASSINATION ITEMS AS TOLD IN DEMOCRATIC SPECIALS—XO POLITICS IN IT,
BUT THE MURDERERS ALL GOOD DEMOCEATS,

St. MARTINSVILLE, LA., Seplember 17, 1888,

“News reached here this morning of one of the most cowardly erimes that
ever was committed in this parish.” Friday night, at about 11 o'clock, in the
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vicinity of Breaux Bridge, a gang of four or five parties, some of them so far
“unknown, whipped a black man, criminally assaulted one black woman, and

killed another.”

. E(l;m particulars gathered from the mother of the dead woman are about as
ollows :

On Friday night the gang called at the door of the woman's house and
knocked, saying it was the sheriff. She opened the door and recognized one
of the parties, Sam Polk., She shutthe dooronthem. They then fired through
the door several shots, one of them taking effect in the woman’s abdomen and
sghe died next morning.

The coroner's inquest revealed **the fact that she bore seven months’ twins,

one of them having the ball through the head. The man Polk was recognized
as having engaged in the three crimes. His hat was also found at the door of
the cabin. He was not found when search was made for him,
. “The white people are indignant and very much excited. Warrants have
been issued against Polk and three other parties sus) to have participated
in the crimes. The white people will see that the colored people are protected
and justice done,”

Tliis is well enongh in its way, in its recounting the damnable crime. All
that about the white people being so terribly indignant is so much bosh. The

h has been a hell for the negroes for months. Democratic outlaws, called

lators, have been and are in control of the parish. The killing and out-

ng of negroeu has been their pastime. The planters have been and are

helpless to atford their lab any protecti The laborers are justly getting
generally alarmed.

Those who can are showing the disposition to get away. The grinding sea-
son is coming on. The cane be gathered, and the sugar to'be made. A
large increase of laborers is The parish is getting to be known for the
Democratie hell that it is. There is the growing fear that the needed laborers
can not be had, that those now on hand will get out. All this means ruin,
These Democratic murders, again, this epidemic of assassination of helpless
negroes are reaching the North, may affect the enmin$ election, There is the
peeming desire to ecall a halt, to hold up until the grinding season and the elec-
tion shall be well over, Thatisabout the ¢ of the it e
whites. It is all fear and gammon. Nobody will be hurt for murdering

negroes.

AXD YET ANOTHER ITEM.
g S7. MARTINSVILLE, Seplember 18, 1888,

“Vilmont Hollier, Decliere Hollier, Detour Hollier, and Numa Boudreanx
were arrested last night by Sheriff Gardemal and the citizens of Breaux Bridge,
for the murder of the negro woman, BSam Polk is still at large and the officers
are it'l‘ pursuit. Vilmont Hollier is an ex-convict, having been pardoned last

ear,
L This closea the present chapter of Democratio speclals; maybe something
may be done with that ** ex-convict.” Something evidently must be done, or
that sugar crop goes to the demnition bow-wows—there won't be any lahosers
in the parish to make it. 2

That ** ex-conviet” will do to make anexample of. There is nothing like an
example, you know. The poor devil, as an “ex-convict,” is notto be presumed
as having any friends. Clean him out. The negroes will be salisfled that they
are to be duly protected. &

Bah! Why not go for the Democratic chivalry, the sons of the first families,
the orgnnized gangs of *regulators?”’ These are but the later and the smaller
crimes. Why notattack that Democratic damnable verdiet ** parties unknown,”
covering the assassins of Freetown?

It is no use, gentlemen. Louisiana is overridden with Democratic assa<sina.
You may not wipe out the facts. j

The outside world is ing to understand them. Youhave your Democratic

vernment, installed by force and fraud. Your authoritiesare in the handsof
ﬁm who foreibly and frandulently put them in power. Your bulldozers and
ballot-box stuffers are running Lthe gtm They are making the Stale n Demo-
eratio hell by murdering and outraging Republiean negroes. YourStateis vir-
tually damned, ia accursed b of an in D y. The negroes
must look out for themselves, They must get out of the State.

The Washington Post of August 27 has the following:

Race troublesin Lonisl

This case is one of those which the Senator from Louisiana calls the
petty grievances with which the Senate of the United States ought not
to ba troubled. He would scorn, he says, if any petty grievance of
thiz kind should happen in the State of New Hampshire to unworthily
and in an undignified and unpleasant manner bring it before this lofty
body, of which he has the honor to be a member—

RACE TROUDLES IN LOUISIANA.
* NeEwW OrRLEANE, LA, dugust 26,

A dispateh from 8¢ Martinsville says: ' For three' or four weeks past wild
rumors have been spreading all over the parish that the negroes were arming
and that a mnﬂict:?raeu was imminent. These rumors induced whites to or-
ganize for protection and safety. .

The 1,631 whites of 8t. Martin are in danger of having the 1,771
colored voters arm themselves and assail and assault, kill and murder
these poor, innocent, quiet, well-behaved, and peaceful Democrats of
that parish; so for protection and safety they decide as follows:

As n measure of preservation, the whites decided to disarm some of the ne-
groes, The whites left yesterday for the Fifth ward, and completed the work
of disarming without any resistance, except in one instance. where the whites
;are m'?d. upon by two negroes, Albert Harrisand his son, who were intrenched

a cabin.

The whites of Louisiana, if they hear that two poor negroes have
possession of guns in an humble cabin in which they live, forthwith
declare that these two negroes are intrenched in their cabin and that
the whites are in danger, and thereupon they organize a posse—if there
are two negroes, generally of about one hundred and fifty whites—and
they go to the cabin and disarm these terrible negroes!

The negroes fired fifteen or twenty shots, which were returned by the whites.
After ng for ten minutes the negroes surrendered. One of them was
wounded in the arm, They were escorted out of the parish and warned never
to return. The work of disarming was continued in a section of the Fifth ward
where trouble was anticipated, but the rumor proved to be nnfounded. Two
bad el cters were ordered to leave the parish within a specified time.

I have not the slightest doubt that they were going to vote the Re:
ﬂa’hlimn ticket if they had staid there, and according to the modern

yuisiana doctrine which the Senator has avowed and attempted to
justify upon the floor of this Senate to-day, if a man wants to vote the

epublican ticket he is a bad character, is to be notified to leave.

w':'r];e f\:a:ﬁogl‘;l :I&B‘n n‘wo'm the tﬁ;]gme: welre mostly old shotguns, A few rifles
an“uc;fuherfn AS No g showing an aggressive armament, except

One of these two negroes—
wuli'?“l.nd a new Winchester rifle and a good supply of ammunition, “All is now
q

Undoubtedly all is now quniet, and that kind of quiet will eontinue
until after the 6th of November, when the votes for Grover Cleveland
in that parish have been counted and the votes for Benjamin Harrison
have not been counted, and then the negroes may have some measure
of real rest and peace until the approach of another election.

Here is a telegram from Shreveport, La. This is from the Daily
Picayune of September 18; no old bones, or time-worn stories, or rotten
timber in any of these extracts from the current Sonthern newspapers.
The Picaynne says: '

SHREVEPORT—NEGRO MURDERERS SUE FOR A CHANGE OF VENUE—SHREVEPORT'S
DELEGATES FOR BLANCHARD,
SHREVEPORT, L., September 17.

The arguments in the ease of Henry Brown e al. for a change of venue were
heard this morning inthe district court, A ber of wit d
by the defendants, testified that a fair trial could not be secured in Shreveport
for the accused. The case was continued until to-morrow for further evidence.
iy ava chanod Wikt oG B, Beokh. & nexio on Sebiziday iilgh
ber l,ea\rv;i?eche was at hia hall;:t 1 bed i'?:gm: r;s ot:e of{h‘;!‘dai'&&gm
most deliberate ever pe: ted in this communitty.

The primary election for delegates to the Congressional convention, fixed to
convene on September 28, wis very quiet. less than 100 votes were cast
throughout the'city. All the delegates elected favor BLANCHARD'S return to
Congress from this distriet. He will have no opposition.

Undoubtedly the canvass of Mr, BLANCHARD will be quiet, as quiet
| as has been his nomination. No opposition has he to fear—

Mr. GIBSON. I do not like to interrnpé the Senator—— f

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New Hamp-
shire yield ?

Mr. CHANDLER. Nothing will give me more pleasure.

Mr. GIBSON. The remark that Mr. BLANCHARD will have no op-
position means to his nomination, not to his election.

Mr. CHANDLER. Not to his election. There had better not be
any vigorous opposition to his election, unless the negroes of that dis-
trict want general slaunghter among them before the tth of November.

I do not know upon what gronnd the Senator from Louisiana says
that there will beorganized Republicanopposition to Mr. BLANCHARD'S
election. The last time he was elected there was no opposition, and if
affairs are as quiet in his district—**quiet’’ meaning the quiet thatsuc-
ceeds the killing of prominent and active negro Republicans—there will
not be likely to be any opposition to him at the approaching election.

| The Daily Picayune, Tuesday morning, September 18, 1853.]
TWO MORE NEGROES TAKES OUT AXD SHOT TO DEATH,
OPELOUSAS, L., Seplember 17.

Yesterday morning at Ville Platte prairie a crowd of armed men rode to the

lhouse of two negroes named Jean Picrre-Salet nnd Sidairo, and after leading

'| them a short distance riddled them with buckshot, killing both men instantly,

This killing is supposed to have been brought about by the incendiary language
recently used by these two negroes.
The affair ted int it tin the neighborhood where it occurred,

Doubtless the incendiary language used by these negroes was some-
thing like the incendiary language which the Senator from Wisconsin
[Mr. SrooNER] showed the other day was used by the negroes in
Texas, of which complaint was made, which was, I believe, that they
argued in favor of a protective tariff.

Since this resolution was before the Senate on a previous oceasion I
have found one or {wo accounts in other papers of the Freetown afiuir,
which I desire to incorporate in my remarks at the risk of disturbing
the sensibilities of the Senator from Louisiana. This is from the
Weekly Messenger at St. Martinsville, La.:

A RIOT—E. PAYSON EMITH KILLED AND ANOTHER MAXN SLIGHTLY WOUNDED—
TWENTY-FIVE NEGROES KILLED.

The news came here yesterday morning of ariot which took place in the parish
of Iberia during the evening of Thuraday. Theparticularswe got atthe time of
going t.odpresg are aboutas follows: It was reported that the negroes ivere arm-
ing and drilling in the section where the riot took place, and Captain Cades, in
command of a detachment of his company, went there to quiet and disarm tho
negroes, The negroes, it appears, were congregated in a eahin, and when Cap-
tain Cades informed them of his mission the negroes from within the eabin
opened fire on him and his men, killing Mr. 2. Payson Smith and slightily
wounding another man. Captain Cades then ordered his men to return the
fire, and twenty-five negroes fell dead.

The body of Mr. Smith was immediately taken to New Iberia.

At the time we go to press everything is reported quiet. |
XEW IBERIA—VERDICT OF THE CORONER'S JURY ON THE NEGROES SLAIN IN TIE

FREETOVWSN RIOT.
[From the Louisiana Standard, New Orleans, August 25, 1888, —Correspondence. |
NEW IBERIA, LA., August 23,

The coroner's jury reached a verdict yesterday evening in the case of the kill
ing of the ten negroes in the Freetown riot on the 16th instant. Two days were
spent in collecting evidence, which resulted in the following verdiet:

“We, the jury impaneled to hold an inquest on the body of Tomr Simon, de-
ceased, come to the conclusion that he met his death by a gunshot wound in-
flicted by parties unknown to the jury. From the evidence collected the jury
is further led to the coneclnsion that the following also met their deaths by gun-
shot wounds inflicted at the same time and place by es likewise unknown
to us: Sam Cahill, Louis Simon, Edw. Simon, Eugene Green, Alex. Valere, Edw.
Vaierl%n’fl others. This at Freetown, parish of Iberia, on the 15th day of Au-
gust, "

Here isthe damning outcome, The verdict of the coroner’s jury but smoothed
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over o wholesale massacre. Itisa palﬂab!e, damning lie. Do tlre members of
this jury realizethe tion in which this verdict places them? Do they realize
that they must stand sell-convicted as perjurers before God and man? Where
is the honor of a community ? Where the honesty of a juryman's oath? Where
is the hionor of Governor Nicholls? * Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord.”

I also have in the Picayune an account of this ““Iberia riot,”’ as itis
ealled, which I desire to insert in the REcorD. The account of the
beginning of the affray here given is that the white people of the sec-
tion began to feel alarmed abount the negroes at Freetown, and this is
what they did:

The citizens rode into Freetown and found,as rumored, a large number of
armed negroes quartered there. Theyasked its meaning and the negroeswerae
silent. They then demanded a surrender of their arms, with the promise that
when they learned to behave themselves— -

I judge that means only that when they learned to submit to the
policy that has been outlined here to-day by the Senator from Lou-
isiana of having no ticket in the field except the Democratic ticket—

they would be returned, and that the negroes should at once disperse. The
great majority of them accepted the terms of the party and surrendered their
arms, which were found without exception to be loaded with ball or buckshot.

The negroes took possession, it appears, of Rev. Mr. Nora’s house,
Then follows the brutal massacre which was described in the Times-
Democrat, published with my remarks the other day:

THE IRERIA RIOT—TWENTY NEGROES AND ONE WHITE MAN SLAIN—GLOWING
DETAILS OF THE BATTLE—THE NEGROES BARRICADED IN THE PREACHER'S
HOUSE—NONE LEFT ALIVE TO TELL THE STORY—SOME INNOCENT MEN WHO
SUFFERED WITH THE GUILTY—THE NAMES OF THE SLAIN—THE FUNERAL OF
MR, BMITH IN NEW IBERIA—FOLITICS NOT A FACTOE IN THE FIGHT.

NEw IBERIA, La., dugust 17,

To~day all is quiet agnin. This morning a large number of men from various
sections of the country and neighboring towns were here, but nearly all of them
returned to their homes during the forenocon.

This morning the remains of Mr, E. P, Smith were removed to the Episcopal
church. He was forty-two years of age and a native of Ohio, and a bachelor.
The funeral services were conducted at the church by Rev. C.C. Kramer. The
edifice was crowded toa jam, and the yard and walks in front of the church
were also crowded. After the regular services at the church the funeral cor-
teﬁe was formed, as follows: The Iberia Guards, the Attakapas Rangers (of
which the deceased was a member), the hearse, the Pheenix Bucket Fire Com-
gnny (of which the deceased was also & member), Iberia Steam Fire Company,

No.1; American Steam Fire Company, No. 2; followed by many friends and
acquaintances on foot and in carriages.

A large number of ladies were in attendance, and their floral offerings were
profuse and tasty. Palm leaves flgured conspicuously among the evergreens.

At the grave Rev. Kramer finished the services, after which followed a sa-
lute of three volleys by a detachment of the Iberin Guards, Thus were the
last tributes of respect pald to the departed—a noble spirit, a fast friend, a
con guai&l companion.

The trouble of yesterday grew out of a spirit of revenge on the part of the
negroes. The better element of this and neighboring parishes had found it im-

ssible to longer tol a certain el t of idle and immoral characters,

his latter class were ordered away from the various sections, and many of
them found refuge at Freetown, a small village composed entirely of negro
i!':milies. There they told their stories to their friends and nursed their grow-

g anger.

On Monday last the report reached this place that the negroes were arming
and congregating at Freetown. Their number was estimated at from 500 to 600
n‘t-mn;gi. mounted. Tuesday they had received re-enforcements sufficient to
fully double their numbers, and feeling their strength they assumed a threat-
ening attitude, boldly declaring the refugees should not leave the parish and
should not be molested.

On Wednesday their numbers were further increased, and the people of the
surrounding country began to feel some alarm lest these negroes, overestimat-

their strength, should attempt some acts of violence.

n Thursday matters had not improved up to noon. By this time the resi-
dents and property-owners of this section to collect at a point a short dis-
tance from Freetown, their object beinf to disperse these negroes without vie-
lence and to send those who did not belong there to their homes and business,

Rev. H. Nora, a colored minister, left Freetown in the morning to attend a
conference of ministers at this place, and during his absence his residence was
taken p ion of by a ber of the armed negroes. This house refused to
sgurrender, returning word that they were not to be taken, The whites then
sent a second messenger to the house, saying they would give them twenty
minutes in which to lay down their weapons, The negroes again refused.

In this house, situated but a short distance from the main road or strect, were
quartered some twelve or fifteen negroes, among the number their leaders,

A squad of ted white citi were some 150 yarda from the house, wait-
ing the expiration of the twenty minutes, and before the given time had ex-
E’md a door of the house was thrown open and a volley fired at them. One

rse was wounded,

This was a surprise to all, and immediately the firing became general. The
door of the house was agnin closed, but a constant fire was kept up from win-
dows and doors Iy open for quite an interval. Later the fire was carried
on by ngnm bi!.r th sides, lasting in all for nearly an hour and a half.

At this time Mr. Smith broke from his lines and made forthe house. His com-
rades implored him to return, but,deaf to their entreaties, he went on. The
house was reached, the door was , and he fell. At hisside wnsa comrade
who had followed him on his fatal errand ; but when Mr. Smith fell his comrade
retreated backwards, keeping up a constant fire fromn repeating rifle, and es-
caped unhurt.

At this stage of the ﬁght the negroes became panic-stricken and attempted to
flee from the house, and the deadly work was soon brought to a close.

After the fight closed the bodies of eight negroes were found in the house and
five others outside,

Others say three or four more were killed. Itis thought by some that a few
made their escape, while others who were at the scene deny th

Oneof the n who shot Mr, Smith was named Smith and was recognized
among the d by Mr. Smith’s comrade to-day.

Coroner J. Wolf called a jury as follows: Mr, William Lamb, Dr. James A.

, Messrs. Zenon, Decuir, Doud, Laughlin, and William R. Burke, and pro-
ceeded with them to Freetown to view the remains of the negroes.

They returned this evening and have deferred taking testimony until a later

From the above statement of facts it will be clearly seen that politics have
layed no part; that the negroes brought the trouble on themselves; that they
gmd the first shot; that they shed the first blood, and that they bore the con-

nences of their acts,
e negroes who surrendered were not harmed in any way.

FREETOWN—WHERE THE BATTLE WAS FOUGHT—THE FIGHT AND ITS VICTIMS,
LAFAYETTE, LA., August 17,

The riot briefly reported from this point at a late hour last night as occurring
at Cade’s Btation really occurred about 6 miles sonthwest of that point, at Free-
town, which is located in the corner of Iberia Parish and only a short distance
from St. Martin’s, Lafayette, and Vermillion Parishes, This section is more
properly located 4 miles southwest of Burk station on the Morgan Hoad, and
about 10 miles from New Iberia.

Freetown is a little town of negroes, but more of a neighborhood, as it covers
about 4 square miles, with fifteen families living in small hut-like houses from
100 to 400 yards apart, with small fields attached, from which they are supposed
tgmake a living, and the houses and fields usually belong to the family using
them,

About the center of the settlement is a store kepl by a negro, a Baptist church,
and a school-house. Buta few white families live in the range of this neigh-
borhood. There are but few houses there which could be called comfortable
negro houses,

1t is understood that for some yearaback considerable foraging and depreda-
tions in stealing of cattle, corn, and cotton on the outlying white neighborhood
has been carried on, and supposed to have been done by some of those at Free-
town. This is said to have been known to be true of Andy Smith and one or
two of Tom Simon’s sons. Several of these negroes are reported to have been
whipped for it, but it was not possible to detect the ringleader, Andy Smith,

It is said that a few days since the regulators of that neighborhood sent him
word that they were going to whip him. He immediately drew around him
sixteen to eighteen negroes of the neighborhood, all of whom were armed with
Winchester rifles, old muskets, and double-barreled shot-guns, numbers of the
latter of recent purchase in New Iberia., This was but a few days since, He
then sent word to the white people to come on, that he and his friends were
raad:;,;or them, and, it is said, threatened the lives of four or five white men
near by.

Andy Smith, the leader of the blacks in this trouble, has shot two or three
white men in the past four years, and is known to be of desperate courage and
meanness,

The four or five whites receiving this defiant message believed their lives
were in danger, and sent a few messengers to New Iberia and Abbeville, across
lihe ll]ir;n and into La Fayette, to the effect that they would be killed andappealed

or help.

In response to this call about 150 to 200 men from these three gections reached
Freetown afler the dinner hour of yesterday. They found these armed ne-
groes, about eighteen in number, barricaded in & new four-room frame house,
built by their paster, Rev. Celeste Noop, who was at the time in New Iberia,
holding a pro meeting among his people. Thesenegroes had sent Noop's
wife away and were ils sole occugantu at the time.

The house was surrounded by the whites, and a half hour’s delay occurred in
a parley on the part of the whites, who assured Smith and his crowd that it
was ,if it was desired, and not violence, and if the negroes would surren-
der their arms the whites would take them swng for the present, but at a sub-
sequent time, when peace was fully established, they should be returned to their
owners, and guarantied no violence to any one of the party.

In the interest of this purpose, the whites secured the services of old man Tom
Simmons, father-in-law of miﬂh, and father of Lounis and Edward S8immons,
two of the occupants of the house, and also old man Sam Cohit, each of whom
besought the barricaded negroes to comply with the request to surrender their
arms and prevent any one from being hurt. Surly silence was the only response.
The pacifying efforts were ineffectual. The whites were about 20 feet from the
house, Payson S8mith and Alfred Lasalle, of the whites, approached the house,
and as Lasalle opened one of the doors, poor gou_ng Smith stuck his head in
and was immediately shot down dead by Andy Smith,

This was the first signal fora general firing from inside by the blacksand out-
side by the whites. The house is new and unceiled and therefore has very thin
walls. The doors and windows being elosed, the firing was at and through
this thin wall. The blacks standing «¢lose up the wall fired outside, and befora
it reached the whites the force of the ball was srentin passing through the wall.
The whites at a long range penetrated the walls easier and only had a few feet
to reach those on the inside, and hence proved more effectual in iil!ing those for
whom they shot. There were, it is estimated, four hundred to five hundred
shots fired, and when the battle was over the walls from 4 inches to 5 feet ubove
the floor were riddled with bullet-holes. Several of the negroes during the
{fight escaped and were shot while running, but most of them fell when they
opened battle in the house.

It is un ood when the baitle was ended there were over twenty guns
found in the house.

In addition to the killing of Payson Smith, the white forces suffered a slight
wound in the wrist of Mr. Manard, & young crecle from New lberia Station.

In reference to the results on the side of the negroes, it is not absolutely cer-
tain, but from two sources it is made up as follows: A prominent gentleman
who went to the grounds this morning says that he went into the negro church,
when he found there were eight dead negroes who were left there to await the
coroner's inquest. These were Sam Cohil, Earnest Grient, Andy Smith, Paul
Charles, Louis Simmons, and three others whom the gentleman did not know.
He was informed that old man Tom Simon had been killed and carried to his
own house. He was also informed that an unknown negro was wounded and
died last night, which would make ten killed. He was informed that four
;lhem were missing and unaccounted for—whether absent or dead was not

NOWN.

There was one wounded, Alex. Lee, n colored school teacher, who ealled Dr,
B. T. Mosely to attend him. This would make a total of fifteen. Dr. Mosely
says Lee is seriously wounded in the jaw and throat, and has a flesh wound in
the breast. The other information is denied.

From a negro from Freelown, who was to-day at Cade’s station: He says that
there were originally thirteen dead negroes in the church, but that five were
carried away, and that Tom Simmons, the unknown negro who died last night,
and the school teacher would make sixteen, and the four missing would make
a total of twenty.

In addition to the names of the dead first given the negro informant gives
those of Edward Simon, son of old man Tom Simon and brother-in-law of Andy
Smith; Edward Vallier, jr., Alex. Vallier, and T. Pochelle.

Violence is always an important in reaching intelligent conclusions, but
this case is somewhat independent. Beyond the fact that Andy Smith for his
general bad character was threatened with a whipping, in retaliation armed
himself and friends and defied the white people, and then fired the first shot, in
the face of the fact that there were ten whites to one, thus manifesting his dare-
devil rascality in the last moment of life, as death must have seemed inevitable
to him after his killing young Smith.

This information is obtained by a buggy ride of nearly 40 miles to-day through
mud and hot sun and a scarcity of intelligence to furnish it.

LAFAYETTE—THE EXCITEMENT IN A NEIGHBORING PARISH.
LA¥AYETTE, L., August 17,
Some excitement prevails here to-day consequent of the agitation in Abbe-~
ville and the unfortunate affair at Cade Station, in the lower portion of this
parish. There is great uneasiness among the negroes, who fear a repetition of
violentacts in thisquarter. Many of the whites are supplying themselves with
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arms and ammunition in case of need, while it is rumored that there is a move
to organize a guard for the protection of the town.

This trouble seemingly originated in St. Mary and Vermillion Parishes, and
to some extent has spread over this parish, but your correspondent has been
unable so far to gather definite information in regard to it. Several parties
here, so says Dame Rumor, who have been guilty of miscegenation have been
waited upon and ordered to leave. Itis safe to say, however, that no blood-
shed need be feared at this place, so the sober judgment of our citizens may be
relied on to tide over the present uneasy state of affairs.

The farmers must necessarily suffer under this deplorable state of excitement,
as the negroes will not leave their homes for fear of being waylaid. Every-
thing is quiet to-night, and the outlook betokens an early subsidence of the reg-
nant perturbation.

Mr. President, I wish to call the special attention of the Senate and
of the country to this feature of Democratic Southern policy in the
Southern States, which is called the disarming of the negroes. I take
it that the right of every citizen to have a gun or a pistol and to keep
ihat gun or pistol in his own possession, in hisown house, is the indis-
putable right of every citizen of the United States. Without a law to
the contrary—and I doubt whether any law to the contrary can con-
stitutionally be enacte!—every citizen, black or white, North or South,
has the right to own a gun and to keep it. It is his property. It is
his property for self-delense. It is his property for the defense of his
home, his wife, and his children, and it can not be taken from him
without the violation of a natural right, and as I believe without the
violation of a constitutional right.

Article IT of the amendments to the Constitution declares:

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

That article grew out of the original theory of the founders of this
Government that a well regulated militia was the sure defense of a
State. Itwasthe militiamen organized underthat principle who fought
the battles of the revolution and won our independence of the mother
country, and from that day to this it has been understood to be a nat-
ural and a constitutional right on the part of every citizen to keep and
to bear arms.

The policy which the Southern white Democrats have adopted is that
in order to prevent vhe negro from exercising his right of suffrage under
the fifteenth amendment of the Constitution heshall be deprived of the
privilege of keeping arms in his possession. It must be apparent to
every thoughtful citizen that this plan, if carried out, will prove to be
utterly destructive of the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments of the
Constitution, and will bring the black people of the South into abso-
lute subjection to the white people of the South.

Take the State of Lounisiana. The proposition of the white Demo-
crats of Louisiana is that every white citizen of that State may have a
gun and a revolver, and may keep the same wherever he may be, and
especially may keep them within his own home, and that he may use
those arms according to his diseretion if he does not create a breach of
the peace.
The farther proposition is that the colored people of Louisiana shall
none of them be allowed to keep or bear arms and that the gun or the
pistol of every colored man shall be taken from him. Manifestly the
millennium of Southern Demoerats will have come when this resolution
of the Democrats of Louisiana is carried into effect, becanse we shall
then have the whole white population armed each man with a gun, and
we shall have the colored people, no one of them with any instrument
either of offense or of defense, and all this in defiance of the natural
and the constitutional right of the citizen.

Let me tell the Senator from Lounisiana that this plan which has been
inaugurated by the white Democrats of Louisiana, will not be a suc-
cess. They may disarm here and there a few of the negroes of Lonisi-
ana, they may surround in their little homes or in the cabins of their
colored clergymen a few little hands of negroes and take their arms
from them, or shoot them down to bloody death because they are Re-
publicans; but they will not succeed in disarming the whole body of
the colored population of Louisiana.

The negroes of this country are growing in intelligence; they are
gaining in courage on this question, and the colored men of Louisiana
will maintain their right to keep and bear arms, in my judgment, in
time and in the long run against the whole body of white leaguers,
Kuklux roffians, and all the other vagabonds, gamblers, thieves,
thugs, and villains who, according to the Democratic papers of the city
of New Orleans, have been organized in the interest of the Democratic
party, and especially in the interest of the Senator from Lonisiana
who has addressed the Senate. The colored men will keep their arms
and they will use their arms when they see fit to do so in defense ot
those rights of American citizens which belong to-day, at the South as
well as the North, to every American citizen whatever may be the
color of his skin, or whatever may be his politics, whether Democratic
or Repunblican.

M. President, I do not intend to go over the ground which I covered
the other day nor to follow the Senator from Lonisiana at length in the
remarks which he has made. He has omitted to refer in detail to any
of the particular outrages which were recited by me as affording at least
sufficient ground for an investigation. The Senator has undertaken to
prove that there is nothing extraordinary or remarkable in the increase

of the vote of the Democratic party in Lonisiana from 62,540, the vote

for Cleveland, from some 80,000, the largest vote that was ever cast, up

to 136,746, by asserting that it is not strange that there are fluctuations
of votes atdifferent elections, and he has cited fluctuations which have
oceurred in Northern States.

Mr. President, I grant that mere fluctuations of votes up and down

in various elections are not of themselves necessarily proofs of fraund,
but I say that if yon will find a case like this in Louisiana where for a
series of years the largest vote which a political party has ever been
able to cast has been 80,000, and where suddenly the vote has leaped
from 80,000 up to 136,000, there is afforded a presumption of fraud
which would of itself justify an investigation.
- If the Senator will point ont any parallel case to this monumental
fraud in the State of Lonisiana which was perpetrated by Governor
McEnery and his satellites on the 17th day of April and subsequent
to that time during the counting of the vote, I will insist that there
should be an investigation of such an election, particalarly if it resnlted
in the creation of a Legislature which has elected two United States
Senators to claim seats in this body.

But I did not rest upon the extraordinary character of the vote on
the face of the returns. I went on with prima facie proofs containing
astonishing and remarkable revelations concerning the transactions
that occurred in Louisiana on the 17th of April and prior thereto. I
called attention to the murder of William Adams, a man who had been
a Democrat, a friend of Governor McEnery, but who had seen fit to
change his politics and to undertake to distribute in Monroe, La., the
home of Governor McEnery, ballots for Warmoth, and who was killed
by the infamous Captain Theobalds and his gangof cut-throats who
to-day control the parish in which they live. His throat was cut and
he was thrown into Bayon De Siard. -

The Senator from Lonisiana says he scorns in the American Senate to
enter upon the consideration of an incident like this. I also called the
attention of the Senator to a trausaction in which his own brother was
engaged, and which was exhibited to the Senate of the United States
by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] in a speech which he made
here some three months ago, and which was repeated again in full in
the newspapers of Lounisiana. Not awerd does the Senator utter in de-
nial or in defense of that outrage upon the rights of the citizen.

The Senator from Louisiana has stated quite accurately, I think, the
political policy of the Democratic party in the State of Louisiana. He
says that in certain parishes, which I understand to be the colored
parishes, where the colored people being Republicans and desiring to
vote the Republican ticket are in an overwhelming majority, the policy
of the Democratic party is to induce the Ilepublicans to agree that
thereshall beonly one ticket in the field and thatshall be the Democratic
ticket. He says that the Republicans of those parishes are becoming
willing to assent to such a condition of political action or of political
servitude, and that when such an arrangement is made, if anybody
undertakes to dissent from it and to organize the Republican party, or
to organize an independent party, or to run against the candidates
nominated by the combination, it is customary to notify him to leave
“the parish.

Mr. President, I will take the proposition of the Senator and go be-
fore the American people npon the question whether or not there is
under such circumstances a republican government. I understand a
republican government to be a government elected by the free voters,
with an honest count of the votes. I understand a republican govern-
ment to be one which involves two parties; that republican govern-
ments are to be conducted ordinarily with a majority party and a mi-
nority party; that both parties are to be free; and that through the
workings of parties, with vacillations from one side to the other or
political power, the States and the nation go on snccessfully practicing
the republican experiment.

But a government is not a republic unless two parties can safely be
organized among the people, unless the members of each of those par-
ties have equal rights in law and in fact. If thereis to be but one
party, with butone ticket in the field, the Republic is destroyed. That
such is to be the rnle I understand to be the position of the Democrats ot
til,:a'uiai:oua, as stated and justified by the Senator from Lonisiana upon

15 T.

On that issue I believe that the Republicans of this country can safely
go to the American people. It isan issue which ought to be proclaimed
in all its breadth and in all its fullness to the people of this Republic,
the issue whether there shall be a free ballot, whether there shall be
candidates on both sides, whether there shall be two parties in this
Republic and in every portion of this Republic where citizens choose
to organize parties, or whether, as the Senator says, there shall be but
one party, and any citizen who undertakes to organize another party
und to induce it to put candidates into the field shall be notified that
he is a disturber of the public peace and be ordered to quit his home,
as the Senator says, and as the facts show, Capt. H. B. Holmes was
ordered to do in the case to which allusion has been made.

Mr. President, I do not desire to detain the Senate any longer. I
have heard criticism of the fact that there has been statement and dis-
cussion of the facts before the investigation has been made. I submit
that unless the Senator from Louisiana had been willing that the res-
olution should pass it would not have been becoming for me to have

urged its passage without presenting the prima facie evidence which
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seemed to me to jostify an investigation. I have presented that evi-
dence. I haveshown the facts of record, the facts which have been re-
ported to me; the conspiracy on the part of Governor McEnery and his
associates to have a majority returned for Nicholls, whatever the vote
might be that was actually cast, and I submit now, in closing, that the
Senator from Louisiana has himself practically admitted in his speech
that there exists in the State of Louisiana norepublie, and if no re-
publie, then no Legislature of a republic which could elect him and
Mr. White to take seats in this body.

APPENDIX.

ARTICLES FROM THE LOUISIANA STANDARD, T. B. STAMPS, PROPRIETOR, KEW OR-
LEANS, AUGUST 25, 1888,

If the colored man in this State has a spark of spirit in his body, and desires
to be gmcticnl]y free, as is guarantied by the national Constitution, he must
leave here and go at once. North, East, or West, where you will be treated
at least like o human being born according to God's laws.

We hope to publish next week the fact that the negro has started the immi-

tion from this cut-throat slice of the solid South; that he will demonstrate
that he means to be free by leaving a State where 'I:a is held now as much a
slave as ever before the emancipation proclamation of God’s great Christian
servant, Abraham Lincoln.

On our front page will be found n letter from Mr. L. A. Martinet, the leading
colored Democrat of the South and editor of the Progress, in which he scath-
ingly and manfully denounces the Democratiec methods and the cold-blooded
b ery of negroes and diabolical outrages on Republicans by the Democrats,

MARTINET ON HAND IN CONDEMNATIOR OF NEGRO BUTCHERY—HE CAN XOT
CONDONE DEMOCRATIC METHODS AND DECLINES FURTHER FEALTY WITH THE

PARTY OF OPPRESSION.

New ORLEANS, LA., August 23, 1888,
To the Progress Publishing Company :

GENTLEMEYN : When Saturday ¥ read in the morning papers of the massacre
of the negroes at Freetown, Iberia Parish, I was shocked and horrifled. It was
a ruthless and brutal butchery of human beings, without cause, reason, or sense,
Moreover, there exists in the parishes surrounding that section a reign of terror
and lawlessness that is ashame lo eivilization. Colored people are unmereifully
beaten and whip for no cause or reason; they can not be out at night after
9 o'clock with safety; their property is foreibly taken from them in broad day-
light; and old and respectable residentsand families are driven away from their
homes, the latter because the husbands happen to be white,

In view of the fact that everv act of violence against ne; s in the South is
cha in the North to the Democratic party, and of all that there is at stake
for the Democratic party in the pending national contest, it does seem as if the
pﬂrpel.r:tdom of these unheard-of outrages, who are said to be Democrats, have

ne mad.
8“I called on the governor Monday and yesterday again, with a view of secur-
ing some official action for the protection of these iujm‘e(i and out people,
or for putting a stop to this lawlessness. I explained to him how critical the
situation is, but I regret exceedingly to say that he does not think that a case
has yet arisen where he hasthe authority to interfere, and he scems apprehen-
sive that if he does interfere now it might malce matttrs worse,

‘Well, if the negroes are to be butehered, flogged, and driven from theirh

condemns them in his heart—yet it seems to me that his silence will create on
the outside world the false impression that this lawless condition of affairs is
not 8o extensive, widespread,and critical as it really is, which would be wrong;
or, worse, it may be taken by the “*regulators as warrant to go on in their ne-
farious course,

It must be remembered, too, that the Picayune, which may be regarded as
the organ of the administration, has unqualitiedly pronounmc’l’ itself upon the
question of miscegenation, encou ng the inhuman er against it which
is spreading all over the State, and from which spring so many acts of violence.

The Progress has no circulation outside of the State. It is not a factor in the
Presidential t—and there is thing more sacred than politics in this
matter. A question of humanity is involved. The party that would use the
perpetration of such outrages merely for campaign purposes, as a steppin
stone to power, ought not to succeed; and the party that is too weak and pus
lanimous to denounce them ought not to be intrusted with power. Also, our
efforts to establish and maintain peace and harmony between the races have, it
seems to me, not only proved futile, but may be, under the circumstances, con-
sidered ofiicions. Therefore, unless the policy of the paper can be so directed
as to deal with this lawlessness as it should be dealt with, I beg you to aceept
my resignation as editor,

Very respectfully,

L. A. MARTINET.

AN EARNEST PROTEST AGAINST THE WHOLESALE SLAUGHTER OF INNOCENT AND
INOFFEXSIVE COLORED MEN—MEMORIAL MABS MEETING IN GEDDE] HALL—
ABLE ADDEESS OF REV. E. LYON—MATTERS IN DETAIL.

Wednesday night Geddes Hall was filled by a large assemblage of prominent
divines and citizens who assembled to enter their protest against the indis-
criminate slanghter of innocent negroes in adjoining parishes, A large num-
ber of ladies were present.

The meeting was called to order by Hon. T, B. Stamps, who announced the
subject of the meeting and read the following list of officers:

Rev. J. W. Hudson, president; Hon. George D. Geddes, honoml}'{ president;
vice-presidents, Revs. I'. T. Chinn, John Marks, A.E.P. Albert, I. H. Norwood,
Graham Bell, C. H. Thompaon,i‘). D,; J. W. Hudson, J. T. Newman, M. D,;
Rey. R. Thompson, Messrs. H. C. Nichols, E. Brower, Robert W, B. Gould, Revs,
A, B, Jackson, J. L. Burrell, Maj. C. F. Ladd, Hon. D. F. Diaz, Col. James t.efw{&
Rev. T. P. Jackson, Col. R, B, Baquet, Rev. Hon. George Devezin, Hon. Thomas
W. Wickham, Rev. Charles Williams, Rev. M. Dale, Mr. Frank C. Taylor, Rev.
Guy Watson, Hon. L. D, Thompson, Rev, C. H. Claiborne, Mr, Paul Alexandria,
George Len(iry, esq., Mr. John B. Williams, Rev. B. Brown, Mr. 0. C. Wilson,
Mr.J. W. Hilton, Hon. C. F. Brown, G. W. Wilson, esq., Rev. L. W, Oldfield, Rey.
W. 8, Wilson, Mr. Hope Dennis, J. H. Coker, M. D., Drs. Chris. Graves, Robert J.
Estes, Rev. Dick Richard, Mr.W. A, Halston, Mr. J. D.Brooks, Rev.H. Taylor, Mr.
H. Dixon, Mr. H. 0. Green, Mr. Ramie Hawkins, Rev. R. Frazier, Mr. Thomas
‘Wesley, Mr. B. B. Dixon, jr., Rev. C. Monroe, Mr. H. Powells, Rev. Dave Young,
Hon. Henry Demas, E, Ducunﬁa Frank Farrer, Capt. N. D. Bush, Capt. D.
D, Wethers, Mr. B. Boguille, Mr. . Joubert, Mr, Walter Cohen, Rev. J. A,
‘Wilson, Mr. Joseph H. ler, Mr. Paul Bruce, Capt. Peter.J oseg)b. Capts, Charles
Lewis, D. M. Moor, W. M. Moor, Hons. W. 8. Posey, Frank I'arrell, Messra, A,
L. Chapman, Rev, Henry Davis, Mr. Arthur W, Woods, Mr. Edward Gaundet,
Rev. M, C. Camfield, Mr. John Marshall, Mr. Alexander Pligue, Capt. Willilam
Cobb, Capt. J. W, Edwards, Capt. Taylor McKeethen, Capt. Dand Wilson, O,
B. Wilson, James F. Thomas; secretary, Rev. Ernest Lyons; assistants, Paul
Green, M, J. Simms, R, C, Cammack.

The meeting was opened by divine services, Prayers being offered by Rev.
Hend tor of the Central Congregational Church, The following com-

S

under & Democratic administration, without canse or provoeation, and the aun-
thorities are not able to speak one word in their bel for humanity’s sake, or
in censure or condemnation of the atrocious deeds, then there is no reason that
I know of why they should change their politics, and thus try to remove what
we believed a bar to relations of amity between their white fellow-citizens and
themselves, es;imially when itis known that even those who have voted the
Democratic ticketare not exernpt from brutal treat: t. Even 1friends
of ours of irreproachable character have been molested and driven away. I
mention this to illustrate better the deplorable state of affairs—not that we
would think our friends more sacred than others. If we favored a Democratic
government it was specially for the puripoae of assuring protection to our peo-
ple. This failing, we see no way in which t\he%m benefited by it.

I confess I am not only disaprolnted, but pained and grieved beyond expres-
sion, My faith in Governor Nicholls was such that I never could once believe
that such out: eould be committed under hisadministration withoutat least
immediate rebuke and condemnation, My faith inhim isnot altogether shaken,
and I yet have the hope that he will take some action.

It is all a sad return for our nunselfish and disinterested efforts to establish per-
manent relations of peace and harmony between the races, an end for which I
have labored long, endured much vexation, and made great personal sacrifices.

A task that forced itself upon the Pr at the outset was to defend the
election of the present State administration againstthe exaggerated charges of
fraud, of rancorous political opPouents. That we have not been entirely un-
succeasful is shown by the iness with which our articles have been quoted
in the United States Senate and the extensiveness with which they have been
reproduced by the Democratic presa.

‘g‘homug:elg acquainted with the incapacity of the negro voters in their pres-
ent untutored state to govern, and knowing how easy a prey they are to design-
ing and unprincipled politicians and demagogues, we have labored hard to con-
vince them that it was best for their interests that the people who awn the

property and possessed the intelligence, as I thought, shounld rule. Through it
all we have been honest and ientious, e have borne uneompl.nininqu
the ostracism of our p and the odium that, among them, attaches to the

colored man who professes himself a Democrat, and we have never asked nor
ed personal reward in any shape or manner,

ur sole aim and endeavor has been to promote, in our feeble way, the good
and welfare of the whole people. Conscious of having striven to perform what
we considered a public duty, of having, in the interest of what we believed to
be the cause of good government, labored to enable these people to control the
mass of illiterate voters in their midst without a resort to violence or unlawiful
means, we could rest perfectly satisfled with the little appreciation our efforts
have received from those who were to be first heneﬁtex by them. But I will
not, I ean not, condone the shedding of innocent blood, -

nowing the worthl of fessional negro politicians, and how hurt-
ful they are to their own race, I have been, with your approval, um;})aring in
denouncing them, going to the length of palliating, if not always justifying, the
illegal measures taken to rid the community of them, when no bodily harm or
injury was done. But I ean not, I will not silently countenance the ruthless
butchery and cruel whipping of defenseless and innocent people, the despoil-
ing them of their property, and the running away of others from their homes
becanse they chose to marry or unite according to their individual tastes.

The right o!‘r‘people to marry tosuit themselveaisthe mostsacred that I know.
It is a divine right, and no one has rightfully the anthorily to interfere with the
contracting parties. I conld not say less on this point without, as it were, sub-
mitting to the desecration of the cherished memory of my dead parents, and con-
dem their holy union and marriage, of which I am the product,

No matter what the governor's personal feelings nmly be concerning these
outrages—he has astrong sense of right and justice, and I know he deploresand
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mittea was appointed to repare an address: Revs. Ernest Lyon, A. E. P, Al-
bert, M.C.B. n, J. H. Coker, M, D,, 'T". B. Stampa, W. Paul Green, James D,
Kennedy, Charles B, Wilson, -

Ti.m committee retired, and in a few moments submilted the following re-
port:
8 To the people of the Uniled Slates:

**We, citizens of New Orleans, as well as of neighboring parishes, from which
we have been driven away without warrant or law, assembled in mass meeting
al New Orleans,La.,on Wednesday, August 22,at Geddes Hall,declare and assert:
That a reign of terror exists in many parts of the State; that the laws are sus-
pended and the officers of the government, from the governor down, afford no
protection to the lives and property of the people against armed bodies of
whites, who shed innocent blood and commit deeds of savagery unsurpassed in
the dark ages of mankind,

** For the past twelve years we have been most effectively disfranchised and
robbed of our political rights, WWhile denied the privilege in many places of
voling for the party and the candidates of our choice, acts of violence have been
committed to compel us to vote against the dictates of our conscience for the
Democratic party, and Republican ballots cast by us have been counted for
the Democratic eandidates. The press, the pulpit, the commercial orlzanim-
tions, and executive authority of the State have given both open and silent ap-
Sroml of all these crimes, In addition to these methods, there seems to be a

eep laid scheme to reduce the negroes of the State toa condition of abject serf-
dom and peonage.

It is being executed by armed bodies of men, styling themselves regulators,
all of whom are white, except when a negro is oceasionally foreed to join them
to give color to the pretense that they represent the virtue of their communi-
ties in the uupﬁreasian impartially of vicious and immoral persons. With that

retense as a cloak these lawless bands make night hideous with their unblush-

ng outra, and murders of inoffensive colored citizens. They go out on
nightly raids, order peaceable citizens away never to return, whip some, fire
into houses of others—endangering the defi 1 lives of women and chil-
dren—and no attempt is even made to indict them. No virtuous element in the
State is found among the whites to rise up in their might and sternly repress
these outrageous crimes,

“These acts are done in deliberate defiance of the Constitution and laws of
the United States, which are so thoroughly nullified that the negroes who bore
arms in defense of the Union have no protection or shelter from them within
the borders of Lounisiana. During the past twelve months our people have suf-
ferred from the lawlesa regulators as never before since the carnival of blood-
shed conducted by the Democrar.iu‘fmrly in 1868, and which prom]pmd the late
and lamented General Philip S8heridan, in an official report, to style the whites
as banditti. Fully aware of their utter helplessness, unarmed and unable to
offer resistance to an overpowering force which varies from a *band of whites®
to ‘a sheriff®s posse’ or the ‘militia,’ but which in reality is simply the Demo-
cratic party assembled with military precision and armed with rifles of the
latest improved patents, toilers forbidden to follow occupations of their choice,
compelled to desist from the discussing of labor questions, and been whipped
and butchered when in a defenseless condition. :

“In the instances where negroes have attempted to defend themselves, as ab
Pattersonville and Thibodaux, they have been traduced in a spirit of savage
malignity, the governor of the State, with scarce an observance of the forms of
law has hastened his mercenaries or militia to the scene with cannon andrifles
ostensibly to preserve the peace, but actually to re-enforce the already too well
fortified negro murderers falsely assuming to be lawful posses,

A single volume wonld scarcely afford sufficient space to enumerate the out-
rages our people have suffered, and are daily suffering at the hand of their op-

-
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%:;easom, They are flagrantly deprived of every right guarantied them by the
nstitution ; in many parts of the State they are free only in name ; they can not.
assemble in peace to indicate and disenss an equitable rate of wages for their
labor; they do nol feel safe as property-holders and tax-payers: and are per-
mitted to enjoy but very few public conveniences,

*The latest wholesale murder, rivaling the most horrifying brutalities of the
Comanches, took place only a few nights ago near Cade Station, in the parish
of Iberia, in the negro village of Freetown. This placeis owned exclusively
!_i% colored people, who were conceded to be industrious and respectable.

ey were charged with hiding and protecting in their midst some negroes
from other parts of the parish whom the regulators wanted to whip, Wnen
this news was spread abroad a sherift, fraudolently installea, with his men,
without any warrant or shadow of law, at the hour of midnight invaded that
quiet village, attacked a bouse wherein a number of negroes ex; ing the as-
sault had gathered for self-defense, and deliberately slaughte the inmates,
tl::m will follow. The civil authorities are in sympathy withand applaud

crime,

“The governor shown no disposition to afford our people any protection,
because of this and gther kindred wrongs, and our sad experience leads us to
expect no redress from that source.

“The papers daily record lynchings, whippings, and murders of people on
varions preten such as are not considered sufficient cause for lynch law for
whites under the like circumstances, and tidings pour in upon uvs like a flood,
of brutalities the record of which is suppressed from the publie print beeause of
the supposed political effect they would have upon the Presidential and Con-
gressional campaigns in the Northern States.

** We have exhausted all means in our power to have our wronpgs redressed
by those whose sworn duty it is to impartially execute the laws, but all in vain,
until now, because of our murdered fellow-citi , and apprel ve for our
own safety, we to the awakened conscience, the sense of justice and
sympathy of the civilized world, and of the American people in particular, to
assist us with such moral and support, as to secure the removal of our
people, penniless as many of them are under the feudal system under which
they live, to the public lands and other places of the Northwest w they can
enjoy some security for their persons and property.

*To this end we have organized a bureau of immigration. We have so done
under the following resolution :

**Be it resolved, Thata b of immigration be mzaposed of J. H. Coker, M.
D., president; Rev. Ernest Lyon, A, B., secretary; . Green, esq,, M. J.
Simms, assistant secretaries; Rev. C. B. Mason, A. B., treasurer; Rev. A. E. P,
Albert, D, D., George D. des, esq., Rev. A. 8. Jackson, Hon, T. B. Stamps,
D, D. Wethert, esq,, Rev, J. L. mﬁ. C. B. Wilson, ea](} To our people we
advise ealmness and a strict regard for law and order. your homes are in-
wvaded expect no mercy, for none will be shown, and if doomed to die, then die
defending your life and homea to the bestof your ability, If convineed that you
will not be itted to live where you arein peace and perfect security quietly

AWEY. you are withoud means to travel take to the public roads or
rough the swamps and walk away.

* Steam-boats and railroads are inventions of recent years; your forefathers
dared the bloodhounds, the patrollers, and innumerable obstacles, lived in the
woods on roots and berries in making their way to Canadian borders.

“Invoking the guiding favor of Almighty God and the sympathy of man-
kind, we are your brethren in afiliction and the common bond of humanity,
“Rev. ERNEST LYON,
“Rev. A. E. P. ALBERT,

‘ v, J. H. x
‘Rev. J, H. COKER, M. D.,
“Rev. T. B. STAMPS

“Rev. M. O. B. MASON,

“Rev. W. PAUL GREEN,
“Reyv. J, D. KENNEDY,
“Rev. C. B. WILSON, =
llammltllc "

On motion of Rev. A. 8. Jackson, which was duly seconded by Rev. M.C. B,
Mason, R. W. B, Gould, and others in appropriate remarks, the address was
unanimously adopted by a rising vote.

The following resolutions, offered by Mr, Marshall J. Simms, were adopted :

“ Resolved, That the immigration bureau be, and they are hereby, requested
to open immediate communication with the immigration and kindred organi-
zations in California, Kansas, and the Northwestern States and Territories, and
to adopt mdll other plans as will afford the information and relief for our op-

people.

e Rcaolﬂed.p'l'hat every possible method be utilized to inform our le and
neighboring States of the terrorism which reigns in the distu ons of
this State, especially in Iberia, St. Martin, Lafourche, St. Mary, Assumption,
Terrebonne, and Vermillion, so that they may be dn],y warned endan-
gering their lives and liberty by going to these places.”

Stirring addresses were made by Bevs. Ernest Lyon, A, 8. Jackson, A, E. P,
Albert, E, 8, Swan, J. D. Kennedy, Miss 5. A. E. Locket, Rev. M., C. B. Mason,
and others. Meeling then adjourned.

REV, E. LYON'S ADDRESS—THE YOUNG DIVINE HANDLES THE OUTEAGE QUES-
TION WITH GREAT SKILL.

The following is the able address of Rev. E. Lyon delivered at Geddes Hall:

‘When will deliverance come? is the question which is being asked by the
most concerned of our people.

The diabolical sﬁntom of wholesale and unprovoked murder of our people in
the country parishes continues on the increase, The {ul and law-abidin,
colored citizens of the State thought that after **the danger was over” that af-
fairs would assume their usual tranquillity; that after the murder and giving
up of negroes, whose only crime seems to be, from facts obtained, the attempts
on their part to exercise their liberty within the borders of a free Republie, that
inr t and def 1 negroes would be allowed to pursue their daily avo-
cation in peace, in order that they may provide for the necessities of their fami-
lies. But alas! scarcely a wind blows but what it brlnﬂ the intelligence of
murder and bloodshed—murder and bloodshed confined invariably within the
ranks of a certain class of thaﬁfo?la. namely, the poor and unsuspeecting mem-
bers of the colored race. In all of these engagements the whites have always
succeeded in mpinf scot-free. This does not look reasonable. There is foul
play somewhere, and the whole world begins to believe it.

For a decade of years the i t and pecting negroeshave been made
the victims of a cruel fate. The present year dawned upon us, and found the
State rent from center to lerence by lexing political issn?n. Issues

which a strange admixture of political eir , the sem-
blance of labor troubles, Whatever t have been the real epuses of these
troubles a bloody massacre was the result, A sham attack was mwdlyt:nsu-

was

tuted by the whites on paper only, with the negroes as aggressors.
only the pretense for the‘;:dbmminm slaughter,of men, women, and children
wh followed. A mother in Israel, bowed down with many summers, who
remained faithfully at home during the war to watch her master's children till
the battle was over, was mercilessly shot down with impunity within the very

heart of a Christian country.
The intelligent members of the race watched with silence and waited with
pulienoa_’to hear t;ha secular press and pulpits of the State, either in mild or in
terms, the inh ravages upon life and property. But

to their intment that period has not yet come. Apgain,we are startled

by the sadl nz)lllsenea of weeping and mourning, of murdg;:- and bloodshed at
reetown, a village within the very shade of the eapitol of the State. Eleven

families in mourning, Eleven wives made widows b{ a band of white hood-

lums claiming to be ulators. This village is largely inhabited by colored

gisopla who are industrious and law-abiding. The murder marks one of the
oodiest and most thrilling chapters in the history of erimes.

The offense for which these innocentand helpless people were butchered was
the protection they offered to some of the members of the race who were flying
from the murderous chase of midnight regulators. Confined within their own
premises they determined to give tection to their fellows in distress. There
was nothing wrong inthis. It would be just what the white people would be too
%llml todo under like circamstances, But of course such manhood on the part of
the negroes is exceedingly offensive to the whites, and they mustdie. These ne-
groes must be understood were not lawless brawlers or cl insurrection
ists. They were industrions, peaceful, and law-abiding citizens armed to defend
theirrightsand pmg:rty at the sncrificeof their ownlives. They were murdered.
Nothing less could be expected. The odds were against them. But before they
weleomed death and shook hands with immortality they evinced to the cow-
ardly whites courage and heroism worthy the race whose image they so nobly

re,

All honor to the brave men, therefore, who g0 nobly defended themselves at
Freetown. Maythe handsthat were swift in shedding their blood receive speedy
retribution, and may the soil which drank their '.I]OD{.EMII. fitting evidence of nat-
ure's displeasure, be barren forever. We nsk, are not the laws enacted by the
Legislature, composed of competent men, elected by the people, able to protect
the State without the interference of regulators? Who are these regulators,
and what are they? Are they acting under the official tion of the governor
of the State ?

If they are not, why does he allow without his official protest this uncivilized
system of affairs which places the whole people in juxta tion to the Hotten-
tots of the African reservation. The facts as given to the public by the daily
journals and telegraph operator who are white men must be taken for what
they are worth. What right has the sheriff’ to compel n to give up
their arms in the defense of their person an l,Bﬂ;‘;u:ﬂ.v'r \Voulg the white peo-
ple of the State in like position submit to such a glaring piece of injustice per-
petrated on themselves?

If the ni are to be disarmed, should not the
And if their actions are inharmonious to the tution of the State, they

hould be apprehended and punist t inflicted. It is time that the better
class of our white friends speak out and clear in the defense of right and jus-
tice. There is no protection for the negro. If he attempts to protect himself
the riot actis read. armsaredemanded. Themilitiaiscalled out. A sherift
posse is organized and assisted by regulators, who muarder the poor and unfor-
tunate negroes with impunity. An investigation into the cause of the Free-

ulators be disarmed also ?

town tragedy should be made; a committee should be npigolnwd by the gov-
ernor, com of members of both races, charged with thissolemn duty. Wa
would ad the most calm, cool, and prudent of our representative men, both

in church and in state, to meet and adopt measures whereby to relieve our peo-
ple in these suffering districts,

They should wait immediately on his excellency the governor and ask him
to;]}p(ﬁnt a committee of investigation, and if this righteous and godly demand
is refused the people who are thus abused should L advised to leave those
miserable hells or;pon earth.

In the da slavery, when they were surrounded by enemies on every
hand, with blood-hounds to hunt their tracks, they ventured to flee for refuge
amid perils in e. Guided by the Northern starof liberty, they reached
the Canadian shores and Northern asylums,

And now, since freedom has come and every man is supposed to be a man,
why not seek homes among those people who will accord to them the common
ri.ﬁns of humsnhiﬂ

they have to leave with no patrimony but a single potato in their pockets,
let them take their wives and children by the hand and lead them out of these
Sodoms and Gomorrahs, Better die a free man than live a slave.

MEMORIAL MEETING.

GeddesHall was filled on Wednesday night with representatives of our peopl
including wives and daughters. The meeting was called for the purpose ol
taking suitable action on the late murders committed on the unfortunate col-
ored people in Lafourche and other !)uisheﬂ.

The meeting was governed by that calm feeling and deliberation which was

warranted by the cir t and which is so 'y to i of like
serfous import. The memorial addrese, which we print in another column,
shows in unniistakable terms the v and present situntion of affairs in Louf-
siana with reference to the colored people.
This was no political meeting, no bxir of le gotten together for the pur-
pose of hashing out buncombe for political aspirants, no conclave of * bloody-
shirt " shakers gotten up to fire the Northern heart in the interest of campaign
eapital, but a meeting composed of the ministry and representative men and
women, who had no other cause at heart than to seek a remedy and ita appli-
cation in the shape of escape from further murders. The address of Rev. E,
Lyon,and the orationa of Rev.A. 8. Jackson, Rev. A. E. P, Albert, D, D., Rev. M.
C. B. Mason, Hon. T, B. Stamps, R. W. B. Goul(i. James D. Kmnedy. and others
were splendid efforts, and 'fnve very pointedly the horrible details conneected
with the late butcheries. The calm reasoning with which they held the ear of
the andience will certainly be fruitful.

‘We are glad to record the fact that in obedience to resolution offered a burean
of immigration was organized. which will take immedinte steps in the matter of
providing information, ete., regard homes elsewhere.

A deal can be said of the ble good effect of this commencement in
behalf of the colored recpl.e, but of space forbids a further dissertation on
the Geddes Hall meeting; suffice it to say the ball has been started on a roll and
it must be kept rolling until we can place the calored people out of further
harm's wav. ate at once. Don't wait for another butchery,

The ecolored man is doing himself and hist amily a great wrongb y remaining
in thismurder-ridden State any longer. We sa; you, emigrate to some other
State and risk no longer being slaughtered for being a negro. You are worse
enslaved in Louisiana than you ever were before. Leave, and leave at onee.

“EKEEP ON WITH IT.”

We copy a head-ling from the Times-Democrat. Certain Northern journals
are pleased with the convigtion of Dennis Kirby for running away with the
keys of n New Orleans x. The Times-Democratis happy overthe good
worlk, It advises that we “keep on with it.” !

We echo the sentiment. The Times-Democrat, however, is content wilth small
cases.  We wounld advise attention to the far more important. There isthe mur-
der of Willinm , in Monroe, his throat cut from ear to ear, for peddling
Republican tickets, No arrests, no invesl.?aﬁo . Would the Times-Democrat
eonfine itself to the more trivial matters of stealing ?

Well, so be it. Take the case of Madison Parish. A return of 8,500 voles for
Nicholls—Warmoth without the single vote. Vote, as actually cast: Nicholls,
588; Warmoth, 2,817—Warmoth a majority of 2,229; a dead steal, in effeet,
of 5,784 votes in the single parish. Will the Times- ocrat take the case in
hand? Dare it challenge the proofs?
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What of the present Democratic bell, again, in the Third district? A white
man, killed by whom? Certainly not by the negroes. A dozen negroes shol
down like dogs. No polities in it. Where's the fool that dou't know better?
“Why should the prosecution of these criminals be interrupted or delayed?”
We quote the Times-Democrat again. Echo answers, why ?

I

FACKE UP AND MOVE,

Thal is our advice to the in the Louisi
mean it exactly as we say it. up and mowve.

There is no other remedy. New Orleans is filling up with They
are flocking in from the several different parishes and localities. are not
of theignorant, or helpless class. They are generally intelligent, are the owners
of their own little homes, They have been driven from home and family at
peril of their lives. =

They have been so driven because of their intelligence; because of their in-
dependence. They are notof the old-time class, to be held as servile dogs. That
is why they are driven out. Every negro leader, every negro property-holder,
every negro who can read and write, is branded as dangerous, must be got rid
of, That is the edict, openly promulgated, and well understood. Take the sit-
uation as it is. You may not return as free men. Free men yon must live and

bulldozed parishes. We

die. You have no protection under the laws. You have no earthly chanee in -

seeking to tect yourself. There is the one rescurce, Take it,and at once,
Pack up n.ngr;ove.

We want to be heard and heeded in every bulldozed parish and loeality.

We say to the negroes, You have the one and only remedy in your hands,
You are the only prodiucers, You raise the cotton and the sugar. You arethe
supporters, in fact, of the men who perseeute you, Without your labor they
must themselves go to work or starve. Give them the chance, Let them try
the working or the starving. Let them have the field. Pack up and move.

We don't advise any general exodus. Thab would entail ible privation
and suffering. Let the remedy be gradually applied. Let the young men and
women set the ball in i The mov b n makes the certain better
chances for those who stay. There is no single, able-bodied negro too ignorant
to know that his two hands will certainly make him an honest living.

He knows they will earn it anywhere on the civilized earth. So,too, with
the single, able-bodied woman. She is sure of an honest living anywhere. She
has but to work forit. Let the young man and woman get out. We sayit,and
we mean it. Pack up and move,

Stand not npon the order o:aﬁoing but go. Don’t wait n any growing
crops, or promises of pay. St omt‘hmugh the cane-breaks if you must. Any
way to get oul. Don't flock to New Orleans, or to any town. Set your faces
toward a free Iand, a land where an honest life will insure the honest dues of
free men and free women. Go to California, to Arizona, or to any like place
where there is room. You can work your way there if you will. The will
alone is wanted. Pack up and move. -

In any other State, North, Eust, or West, its governor would seek and demand
in person a reason for theatrocious butcheries which have occurred in this State
in the last two or three weeks.s But we suppose the Egszv\'ermw of Louisiana
knew how the *law was suspended’ in his interest and has forgotten that the
*‘danger has " or has forgotten his cue and don't know when to say,
“Let up now.”

There was a time when some people were led to helieve that the Republican
party got up these negro-killing ‘'matches for political effect. What th
people now? Look at the butchery being ti d in this wretchedly-gov-
erned State and say whether or not the fact is true that the negro is being
slaughtered for noother reason than thatheisa nﬁm by the Bouthern banditti,
the never-licked and unwhipped Confederate spirit.

LOUISIANA BANDITTL

The history of the eolored people in Louisiana, as in other Btates of the solid
Bouth, has many miu mourning com ating the violent deaths they
have suffered at the ds of murderons whelps under one pretext or another,
For years the colored citizen of the State of Louisiana has contended with bar-
barous inflictions, the like of which we read in history of ancient eras, when
eruel slaughter was rewarded by crown and scepter.,

The negro has suffered death or banishment for exercising his rights of citi-
zenship given him by a nation on whose soil poured the blood of millions of
loyal soidiers and statesmen that this American Union hit be saved, and that

its citizens might be free, as they were created by the Almighty God. These
murders of eolored people are the of a lurking feeling of resentment
of and refusal to accept of the issues of the late rebellion, A spirit akin to the
animus engendered in behalf of the Confederacy, which, though subdued on the
field of battle, is cowardly resorting to a warfare of extermination under the
cover of civil government.

The pen is n taken up to record another chapter of slaughter and butch-
ery on the unfortunate colored people of Lonisiana, the latest deeds occur-
ring at Lockport, New Iberia, Freetown, and adjacent localities where the das-
tardly idea is rampant that the negro is obnoxions, and they must leave, failin
to do which he is to die by the assassin's bullet, the midnight marauder’s blud-

n. What a horrible state of affairs to record against a government which
rags and boasts of that chivalry under which crime is suppressed.

On Saturday, August 11, at night time, a band of white banditti, all mounted,
went out the Bayou road from Raceland to Robert Williams's house, surrounded
it, und concealing themselves in the cane, called for Williams to come out.
Upon coming out, and seeing the state of affairs, attempted to escape, when he
was shot from ambuscade, and died the next morning. After this piece of
butehery, and the same niﬁht. they drove up to another colored man's home
Augustave Antoine, took him off some distance, hung him up toa tree, an
riddled his body with bullets, and before doing this they shot and killed his
brother Eugene.

Another case in view is that of & mulatto, who became obnoxious for some
reason or another only known to the murderers, who was flogged in regu-
lar slave style and given notice to leave the hallowed precinets of New Iberia.
He, terror-stricken, left for Freetown, to where some of his friends resided, for

[Extraets from the Louisiana Standard, New Orleans, September 1, 1888.]
THE GOOD WORK GOES ERAVELY ON,

Killing and outraging negroes is the order of theday. We ask of the North-
ern journals that they scan well the certain dispatches ns seen in our New Or-
leans dailies. We mean those purporting to recount the troubles with danger-
ous and unruly negroes. We mean particularly those as just now ap?mrlng
from certain sections in the parishes of Terrebonne, Iberia, and 8t. Martin, Let
them read and ponder. The very dispatches of themselvesare enough to damn
the communities from whence they come,

Here are the armed organizations of whites going about as assumed regu-
lators. Their mission is seen as wholly confined to the negroes. They are
themselves outside the pale of all law. They represent no authority whatever
save that of organized brute force. They constitute, in fact, nothing more nor
less than outlaws; are in honesty to be viewed in no other light.

Here are the armed gangs of outlaws, then, riding roughshod over the coun-

try at large hunting negroes to the death. 'The negroes are largely on their
own nd ; they appear as living in their own little hard-earned homes.
This was icularly the case in Freetown. The little town was invaded

these armed outlaws. There was the pretense of the sheltering of certain ref-
vgees in hiding fromthe outlaws' threats. A dozen, at least, Negroes were
bruatally murdered. They were shot down as so many dogs in their kennels.
It was the cowardiy work of a g&ng of cowardly lerers. r's jury,
s cowardly as the murderers, but serves as the murderers’ shield. Itsignsa
verdict to the effect that the negroes were killed by parties unknown.

This late hellish work is mainly confined to parishes in the Third Congres-
sional district.

It appears as in eflect the beginning of the Democratic Congressional cam-
:ﬁ‘n:'ig'n. The three particular parishes are strongly Republican. The latest of-

ial registration with returns of the lale election may be in order.

Registration. Election returns,
Parish,
FWhite. Negro. | Nicholls. | Warmoth,
Terre BOnNe, ;.. wasssssissvessnsinse 2,276 3,035 1,687 2,083
Tberia 2,844 8,210 1,262 1,023
8t. Martin 1,476 2,198 1,107 1,624
kel 1 s syl 6,006 8,443 4,056 5,580

The blacks are seen as having the majority vote of 2,347. There is the return
of 1,624 majority for the Republican ticket.  The voters absent and failing to
vote are, for the three parishes, res ively, 1,501, 2,369, and 943, a total of 4,909,

There is here with the free and fair election the large white Republican vote,
The 4,903 at t were unquestionably two-thirds Republican. he three
parishes are honestly Republican by fully 3,000 majority.

The bulldozing began previous to election. It was both rampant and fierce
on election day. It was no means confined to the blacks, There were the
white Republican leaders coming in for their share. Hon. W. B. Merchant, ex-
Republican postmaster in New Orleans, is tioned for inst by Hon. Sen-
ator CHANDLER. Mr. Merchant, asnotorious, was outrageously bulldozed ; was
held nigrisoucr by an armed ¥ of bulldozers; bas since left the State in dis-
pm.at: . ngw resident in El Paso, Tex. The election as such was an outrage
and a fraud, ;

The bulldozing broke out afresh immediately following the election in the

rish of Terrebonne. Senator INGALLS recounted some of the cases in his
ous speech in reply to Senator Eustis. An armed band of *regulators”
sought to reap their vengeance for being defeated. It app 1, as in evid
in lead of a brother of Senator Gissox. The negrou were shot and outraged
in every conceivable way. Dozens were driven from their little hard-earned
homes in fear of their lives. There are the dozens, so made refugees, in New
Orleans to-day. .

Terre Bonne, Iberia, and St. Martin are virtually in the hands of the outlaws,
They have converted these parishes into a veritable hell.

They are riding rough-shod over the country at large. Their path is marked
with blood ; is strewn with the bodies of a fuil score of murdered negroes.

These organizations of murderous outlaws are organizations of Louisiana
Democrats. They are in effect shielded by the Demoeratic authorities. Their
murders are glossed over and palliated by the Louisiana Demoecratic press.
They are practically a part of the Demoeratic political methods, murder and
outrage for opinion’s sake. And still the good work goes bravely on.

MARTINET'S LETTER.

We recommend to the colored voters of the country to peruse the letler of
Mr. L. A. Martinet, editor of the Progress, published last week in this paper.
We address ourselves more particularly to the colored voters of the North, be-
cause it matters not how the negroes vote in the South, the result is the same—
the South is always solid, through fraud and murder, for Democracy—whereas
in the North, in several States, they hold the balance u‘f&)war. The letter pre-
sents a mild picture of thefiéndish outrages and the condition worse than actual
slavery to which our people are subjected in this State, and the colored man
who, after reading it, will vote the Democratic ticket is an enemy to his race.

We recommend especially to the colored {r&ss. Republican and Democratie,
to reproduce this truthful stat t from a D atic source, not with aview
of helping one party and injuring the other, but for the sake of humanity and
for the pu of placing the helpless and sorrowful condition of our people
in the South before the American ple in its true light. It is the more neces-
sary that the colored press should do this as we can not rely upon the Demo-
cratie press to publish the truth about the diabolieal out perpetrated upon
:lmr people. All their accounts are colored so as not to incur the regulators’

protection. On learning that he was in Freetown,a leader of the banditii,

| organized an alleged military company for the purpose ot sl ter-

ing the colored man's friends, who had collected together in their own defense,
and in short order butchered up at least a score of colored people.

‘We could mention many other instances of like character, but enough is here

said, backed by authority, to warrantattention to thisdeplorable state of affairs.

We say to the colored ?eolp!a that they must leave this State,
Then of 8t, Martin, Iberia,8t. Mary,Terre Bonne, Vermillion, Lafourche
Assumption Parishes, can never else than a ti t)f1

p and they will publish no impartial statement from any one, col-
ored or white.

There is not & colored man in the State that stood higher in Democratic esti-
mation than Mr. Martinet, yet the Democratic press would not publish his let-
ter, though couched in moderate language; nor would they publish the able
and considerate address to the American people on the same subjectadopted at
the mass-meeting of our people held here last week, and which also ap)
in our last Saturday’s paper. They even made no mention in their loeal col-
umns that such a meeting was held, notwithstanding that there were reporters

expect ahythi

this inhuman warfare, and if they have to wnlkngley owe it to themselves aud
families to leave these parts, for the planter is powerless to you asa
workman and the governor of the is apparently indifferent to this con-
dition, We say to you colored people to emigrate to California, Arizona, any-
where else where God'slaw is respected and man's inhumanity to man in the
light of Louisiana methods is unknown and never expected,

Do not wait longer; you have suffered sufficiently long and if you remain you
:ﬂll certainly imperil your own life. Emigrate and leave this infernal hell-

ole on earth,

-

ri
pr t; and yet it was ‘one of the most notable meetings ever held in this city,
All our prominent men and ministers were there and the atiendance was ex-
ceedingly large. Hence for the dissemination of the truth about those out-
rages on our people we must rely especially on the negro press.

Now, regarding the political bearing the circulation of such facts will have in
the North, it is & matter of secondary consideration with us. As a Republican,
we are sincerely and staunchly in favor of Harrison and Morton's election, but
we will not use the perpetration of such infernal crimes solely to advance the
intérests of the party. Our primary object is to make our helpless and pitiable
condition known with the view that the humane sentiment of the nation will
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devise means to alleviate the wrongs to which we are subjected by the Bour-
bonism of the South.

But we will be frank in saying that the re-election of Grover Cleveland will
be taken by the murderers and destroyers of our people as sanctioning their
deeds, and will encourage them to go on in their career of blood and extermi-
nation, and they will go on with renewed vigor; whereas the success of the
B.epublimn party will show that the healthy public sentiment of the country
eondetmnst those outrages, and will throw a damper and act as a check on the

rators.

peT is is no surmising. Itis clearly shown by the contrast which the admin-
istration of Grover Cleveland and that of President Arthur affords. Compare
the two istrations and see for yourselves, Under the quiet and peaceable
administration of President Arthur, the rough edges of the war having been
smoothed and its wounds almost healed by the long and beneficent Republican
rule, angry passi were gradually eooling down and a better eondition of af-
fairs was quietly taking place in the South. While here and there at the time
of an election some trouble might arise, it was always local and its effect tem-
porary. Republicanism was undoubtedly fast gaining ground ; prominent white
men were continually proclaiming a change of faith and declaring their ad-
herence to the Republican }url,y. and we confidently looked to a day not far
distant when it would be safe for acolored mantobea ocratand when both
parties would be com of whites and blacks alike.

But the election of Cleveland put a stop to all this. It threw us back into the
seventies. It did not cause a reaction in sentiment, but it effectually put a check
on its manifestation, and Bourbonism once more became rampant and over-
bearing. His re-election will give it unlimited sway and will throw us back
in the sixties; while the election of Harrison will restore the hopeful condition
of things that existed under President Arthur and prepare the country for an
era of peace, harmony, and prosperity.

Therefore, we say again, colored men, read Mr. Martinet's letter. Iis state-
ments can not be contradicted. The Democrats have everywhere proclaimed
his integrity and veracity,and they can not to-day impeach histestimony. Read
his letter and vote the Republican ticket.

OUR MURDERED DEAD—A REQUIEM FOR OUR MURDERED DEAD,

Let all join in commemorating the victims of the Freetown massacre. Let
the roll of the murdered dead be held a lasting roll of honor. Let their names
not be forgotten: John Simon, Thomas Simon, Peter Simon, Lewis Simon,
Eugene Green, Edward Valere, Alexander Valere, Antoine Michel, Bamuel
Kokee, Ransom Livingston, jr. They died, as died the veritable martyrs of old.
They died for daring to assert their rights as free men.

They were murdered for giving shelter and protection Lo the out
hunted of theirrace. They gave up theirlives in proof of their manhood. The:
arc so many martyrs to Democratic hate. t them be so held and revered?
* Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord ; I will repay.”

We nssert unhesitatingly that the last Louisiana election was simply an out-
rageous wholesale steal; that men were murdered for distributing Republican
tickets; that Republican voters were generally either bulldozed or defranded
of their ballots; that the officials erally wers installed through fraud; that
the State is run practically by bulldozers and ballot-box stuffers.

We further assert that there exists to-day in certain sections of the State a
reign of terror; that the country is overrun by gangs of outlaws known as reg-
ulators; that negroesare being hunted as so many animals; that they are bein
shot down by dozens, murdered in cold blood for daring to presume upon their
rights as men; that scores n are being driven m their hard-earned

We favor em

homes, for all of which we challenge the proofs.
o 1 We favor, as far as may be, the
general emigration of the n

tion in lien of immigration,
@ egroes,

We don't object to the Northern immigrants. They are of those willing to
coneede the negro his rights.  We won't do any lying to indnce them to come.
We want the negroes to getout. They have no protection under the laws, The
late outrageous verdict of a_coroner’s jury over a dozen murdered negroes at
Freetown is abundant proof. We tell them they have no righta the Louisiana
bulldozer is bound to respect. They may be murdered and outraged at will.
They are certain to be murdered an outraﬁad until reduced to a state of peon-
age, The only alternative is to pack up and move.

Let the move begin with the youngmen and women, Letthem get out. Let
them stand not upon the order, but go.

THE ASSASSINS LIE,

No politics in it; that's the story in connection with the Freetown massacre.
W here’s the fool who don’t know it to be a lie out of whole cloth. The assas-
sins are Demoecrats, The victims are Republicans. That tells the story. Itis
the * Old Third,””! The district is honestly Republican by 8,000 majority. It
was earried two years ago by Democratic boodle, and amounted to say §60,000
in cash, The boodle candidate is now out of the race. There areno $60,000this
tinee in the Democratic bag. The want of it must be made good somehow.
Thiere’s no other way for it but in killing Republican negroes. That is the one
sura way of keeping Republican voters from the %(;lls. The Democratic game
has begun. A round dozen or so of negroes have been murdered. It is the be-
ginning of the Third district campaign. That's the meaning of the Freetown
nI=sACTE,

and

A CIRCULAR FROM THE EUREAU OF IMMIGRATION.
Fellme-ct zens and brethren :

Afier receiving intelligence through the columns of the daily journals of the
terrible outrages and eold-blooded murders of our fellow-citizens at Freetown
und other portions of the State, from time to time, without any attempt on the
part of the executive anthorities to bring the murderers to justice, we felt that
yutience on our part has ceased to become a virtue, and that the present dan-
gerous crisis to which matters have been allowed to reach in the country de-
manded fmmediate action on the part of those located in more favoring dis-
tricts to adopt measures whereby to relieve those of our fellow-citizens suffer-
ing under a reign of terror and brutalism in the disturbed portions of the State,

Being bound by the ties of duty, as well as of those of race affinities, memorial
meeting was held to contribute honor to those who died in defense of their lives
and property, thus winning for themselves an honorable ?laee among the num-
ber of martyrs who poured out, their life-blood as a precious libation upon the
shrine of liberty. - !

In accordance with this meeting an immigration bureau was organized, with
authorily to communicate with kindred organizations in California and New
Mexico, in order to remove our suffering brethren fo regions equally favored in
ferlile resources, and among a people who are willing to accord to us the com-
mon rights of humanity.

It wus therefore agreed at a meeting of the board that before such a step is
taken a pioneer be sent to the above-mentioned iﬂm whose duty it shall be
to survey the country and make arrangements with the planters of that region
80 that our people, instead of moving on a wild goose chase, will have some-
thing definite and sure before them.

It was also agreed by a serles of resolutions, both at this board meeting and at
the memorinl meeting, that an appeal be made to every church organization,
seeret society, and bonevolent association, and every friend of the race to con-
tribute little or much towards defraying the expenses of such an individual
upon so important n mission, The board promises to use care and discretion
iu the choice of such a man, :

In accordance, therefore, with those resolutions, we issue this cireular, call-
ing upon you in the name of God and the name of common humanity to come
to the help of the Lord against the mighty. We need not say to you that the
uneivilized methods of regulators are creeping all over the State, like a cancer
creeps all over the human body, and that this now peaceful region may soon be
disturbed by the hideous yells and the murderous fires of lawless lators,
and you likewise may be found on your way to some safe region where you
and your family can dwell together in peace.

Send contributions to J, H, Coker, M, D,, president, or Rev, Ernest Lyon, see-
retary. Office Geddes 1, No.220 ‘Erato street,

PA]Itl contributions will be acknowledged in the 8, W.C. A., the Standard and
elican. ¢

We are your brethren in distress.

J. H, CO President,

ERNEST LYON, Becrelary.,

M. J. SIMM

PAUL GREEN,
Assistant Setretaries.

Remember Iberia. Let negro laborers give the parish of Iberia a wide berth
Let the Demoeratic bulldozers go to work. Leave them to gather the eane and
make the sugar. You can have no protection for your lives, Avoid lberia as
you would avoid a pestilence. Gosomewhere else for work. Letthosealready
there get out. Let every one who can, pack up and move,

At Opelonsas last week another negro was riddled with bullets by white as-
sasins for the reason that it was thought he had purel buckshot. The
mayor of the city gave them the right of way and a carte blanche. And so the
cruel work goeson. Colored people, you must emi e, The respectable white
people of this State deplore the condition of affairs, but they are powerless to
stop this murdering. 1t is in order for Mr. Nicholls to petition Congress for
more power to carry out the laws of this State.

Boycolt Terre Bonne. Let the colored laborers boycolt the parish of Terre
Bonne. That's the word that with the Irish meansthenextthing to anathema,
It fills the bill. Terre Bonne is overrun with Democratic bulldozers. They are
hunting and killing Republican negroes, Don't give them a chance at you.
Keep away. Get your work elsewhere. Let the bulldozers make their own
sugar. Letthose who are there get out. Every man who can, take to the cane-
breaks, if need be, and get away.

Shun St. Martin. Don't go there for work. Leave the cane and the sugar to
the bulldozers, Letthem go to work, or starve., They pro to reduce you
to the status of the Mexican peons. Letthem have the field tothemselves, “Go
to California, to Arizona, anywhere outside of bulldozed Louisiana.

[Exiracts from the Louisiana Standard, New Orleans, September 22, 1888,]
WHAT ARE THEY GOING TO DO?

What are they 3°i',’I’F to do about it? That is the question for our Louisiana
negroea to decide. They are citizens and men in the eyes of the law. There
is even the special clause in both national and State constitutions pledging them
their rights. The law, in so far as they are concerned, is but a cheat and a lie.
The national and State constitutions, as applicable to them, amount to naught.
There is for &he negro absolutely no protection for life or property in Louisiana.
He is shot fown with as litlle compunction as is the est mangy cur. No
one ever hears of his murderer being punished for the crime. He is even
hunted down as is the wild beast and shot at sight for no earthly offense but
daring to presume upon his lawful rights. He is open to every outrage and
contumely; his wife, sisters, and children to every insult and abuse. He has
in point of fact not even th;‘gmtectiou accorded him in the days when held a
slave. He had then his lawful masters at least interested in seeing him free
from the abuse of others,

The situation withal is growing worse and worse. The negroes are being
gmdun;lcf cowed into abject submission,

A go ]y{mlgortion of Louisiana to-day is for the Louisiana negroes a veri-
table hell. Inthe parishes of Terre Bonne, 8t. Martin, 1beria, and portions of La-
fayette,in particular, there exists a reign of terror. All of law is here practi-
cally suspended. Gangsofoutlaws,known asregulators, are the law unto them-
selves. egroes have been wantonly massacred by the wholesale in broad
light of day, as evidenced in the shooting down in cold blood of no less than ten
in the massacre at Freetown,

N are being hunted as so many wild beasts, are being as mercilessly
murdered. Negroes everywhere are being driven from their little, hard-earned
homes, are everywhere being wantonly outraged and abused, The infection
of lawlessness is u{)rendiag, is heard of daily in somo new locality.

Governor Nicholls has so far done nothing. Hecan not plead ignorance of the
facts. They are beingdaily reported in the press, They are matters of common
notoriety. His attention, again, has been specially invited, and that, too, by
R“i}“;ﬂ‘{;“fﬂmm and friends, He was talked to and plead with by Hon. L.

’ e

We have it on good nut.hor!tf, too, that no less a man than Hon. Mr. Breaux,
elected with Governor Nicholls as State superintendent of education, has spe-
cially interested himsell in the matter. We have it that he talked with Gov-
ernor Nicholls, and plainly enough told him of the terrible massacres, of the out-
rageous and general lawlessness, ot the serious injury it was doing, of the dis-
grace it was certain to entail, and besought the governor to interfere in behalfl
of law and order.

Governor Nicholls sits with folded hands while the murders, the whippings,
and the outrages against Louisiana negro citizens are being daily carried on.
ge: (}viz:!ooks both the Constitution of the United States and the constitution of

nig .
He appears as giving no heed to enforcement of the lnws, as ignoring all ob-
ligation as a man, as forgetting his registered oath.
hese massacres, these daily murders and outrages, are crying aloud to
Heaven. They are being registered beside the oath pledging the law’s protec-
tion tolife and property. Governor Nichollsthe while joins in the devotions of
the faithful, chanting the anthems ascending before the eame High Throne. Is
that registered oath to count as nothing? Is there no responsibility for these
continued murders? Are these church professi and ions to be
measured as sacrilege? Is Francis T. Nicholls to command respect as gov-
ernor of Louisiana ? Is he governor only in name?
PROFOUND IMPRESSION.

By reference (o the columns of the Northern and Weslern press it has been
seen that the Geddes Hall address made a profound impreasion wherever read.
Editors who heretofore have received intelligence of Southern erimes with a
feeling of incredulity accept the vigorous protest of alarge and respectable mass
meeting as conclusive evidence of their perpetration,

From the country parishes it is learned that in at least two places the whites,

alter reading the address, came together and resolved to assure colored labor-
ers that bulldozing should be stopped and they would guaranty protection of
life and property. But so great is the mistrust of the people that little relinnce
is placed upon

ose pledges.
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Tt has been felt for many months that the colored people of the State should
organize in some manner for common defense, pre v as the Irish do, who
suffer in many respects under similar conditions of oppression.

The organization of a bureau of emigration is apy d in the par-
ishes as a practical measure of redress; and many inquiries have been made as
to means st hand to convey out of the State the hundreds of laborers who are
willing to go. A question has arisen in the minds of some whether to go at
once or wait until after the crops are gathered; but the good sense of the zzeu-
ple tells them that to await the gathering of the crops is largely to defeat the
primary object of an exodus of labor, namely, the embarrassment of those
planters who aid and direct the marauders st their lives and homes.

1t having been demonstrated that the whites are withount tender consciences
on the Thibodaux and Freetown massacres and other numerous outrages, the
idea now is to touch them sorely in their pocket-books and bank accounts by
depriving them of sufficient labor to gather their crops. Let this purpose be
openly avowed and energetically carried out.

Timid counselors have said that the plan will fail, because other laborers will
rush to take the places of “those who go. Our advices show that such is not the
experience of several ‘Slnnters who are already in distress. They offer high
wages, but liberty of eitizenship is not belng sold by the negroes in the labor
or any other market, Besides, if a new lot of negroes desire to undarf;o experi-
ences of the kind visited upon the departed laborers, a very little will probably
satis(y them, while those who enjoy their freecdom in Northern States will ex-
tend them their sympathy.

A letter has been received from a United States Senstor, in which inquiry is
made in regard to the operations of the bureau of emigration. When it :‘?eus
up communieation with leading Republicans and capitalists, the way for effect-
ive worlk will be made clear. Let the bureau be sustained by words of cheer
and liberal contributions.

[Extract from the Telegraph, Monroe, La., August 18, 1888.]

It would be a mistake to confound the principle of white primaries with that
of representation in D atie conv

‘We do not hesitate to concede that under normal social and political condi-
tions, the Democratic vote is the fairest basis.
dlﬁl:ﬁgve we normal social and political conditions in the Fifth Congressional

On l'h:l contrary, are these conditions not emphatically and pre-eminently

abnormal ?
ishes, each class widely and

‘We have white parishes and we have black
notoriously different with respect to these conditions.

The purposes of this discussion do not require that we analyze, reiterate, and
enumerate these differences, They are well known and well understood
throughout the district.

These two classes of parishes are not dissimilar in one important feature—
they all return safe Democratic majorities.

For politieal purposes they all are Democratie parishes.

[Extract from the Post, Washington, September 20, 1888, |

It isanundoubted fact that in a number of the Southern States the negroeshave
been practically disfranchised. The honest men of the South admit this, * * *
It is an undeniable fact that in the disfranchisement of the blacksin the South
the effect is not confined to local government, but extends to national affairs,
and thus becomes a matter of serious interest to the people of all the States,
The people of Oregon are as directly interested in the election of Congressmen
gnd Presidential electors in Mississippi as in similar elections in their own

tates.

If the political complexion of the Federal Government is changed by sup-
pression of the ballot, to just the extent of thatchange the Federal Government
18 wrested from its constitutional basis,

We have stated these facts becanse they are facts, the facts of a very ugly sit-
uation viewed from anr possible standpoint, If it be true, as we think it is,
that black rule is intolerable to the whites of this country, if it be true also
that in eliminating that which is loeally intolerable the National Government
is necessarily vitiated by fraud, what is to be the outcome? It sirikes us that
this is one of the most serious problems ever presented to the statesmen of the
Republic. It ought to be discussed without malice and with a recognition not
of a part but of all the facts we have cited. It is a two-sided question, ap-
parently as far from a solution to-day as it was a dozen years ago.

[Mr. GIBsoN again addressed the Senate. For his speech complete
see page 8981.]

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. President, the Senate is called upon to enter
on an investigation of transactions in the State of Louisiana. As I
shall vote against the resolution I desire to state a few reasons which
will control my vote; and in stating those reasons, without any previ-
ous investigation of the subject, but simply acting upon the spur of
the occasion, I pro to answer as well as I can the very pertinent
inguiry just submitted by the distingunished Senator from Vermont
[Mr. EpMUNDS] as to the reason for such action as this.

If it was proposed to investigate the conduct of an election in which
members of the House of Representatives were elected, Congress has
the necessary jurisdiction. If it was proposed to investigate the con-
duct of the electors of any State in an election in which electors for
President and Vice-President were concerned, Congress has the neces-
sary jurisdiction. If it was proposed to investigate the question as to
whether a Senator has been elected by frand, by violence, by bribery,
or other unlawful means, that wonld be a subject within the jurisdic-
tion of the Senate. Does any Senator know of any other fact that gives
jurisdiction to the Senate under the Constitution and laws as inter-
preted by the decisions of the Supreme Court?

That question I ask Senators. I do not ask for an answer now, but
1 ask them to take it to themselves, are there any other conditions of
fact that authorize the interposition of the jurisdiction of the Senate
of the United States for an investigation ?

Let us see what the resolution proposes:

Resolved, That the Committee on Privileges and Elections be instructed to
inquire (1) into the facts of the recent election in the State of Louisiana, held on
the 17th day of April, 1888, at which there were chosen Stale officers and also
a Legislature, which has gince elected two United States Senators; and es-
pecially to ascertain and report whether the 135,746 votes returned for the can-
didate of the dominant y for governor were actually cast, in view of the

fact that at no previous election had the votes for such eandidate of such party
exceeded 88,70,

Then, omitting a part of the resolution which speaks of details, about

which I am not informed, and about which I do not propose to spealk,
it proceeds:

And why there were similar returns from other parishes; and also to ascer-
tain and report whether or not at said State election there was any violence,
intimidation, or fraud which prevented a fair election, and particularly whether
or not_there were any false canvasses or false returns made by the local elee-
tion officers or included in the final canvass of the votes,

Here is a State election for State officers, involving no election of a
member of Congress, no election of Presidential electors, and it is pro-
posed for the Senate to investigate .that question as to whether it was
a fair and honest election. It is true the resolution recites that a Legis-
lature was elected which has since elected two Senators.

The election of that Legislature was the election of State officers,
and I submit to the honorable Senator from Vermont, and he will un-
derstand what I mean by the submission of the point, that we will
hardly go behind the election of members of the Legislature to deter-
mine whether United States Senators were lawfully elected by them.
If Senators by their acts have done anything that would disqualify
them for seats in the Senate, they are amenable for it. If the Legis-
lature acted unlawfully, then it may affect the legality of an election
by them; but there is no charge of anything like that. There is no
charge that any Senator has in any respect violated the law. There
is no charge that the Legislature has in any respect violated any law.
Whence, then, the jurisdiction for this resointion?

Mr. EDMUNDS, Will the Senator from Texas allow me to ask him
a question?

Mr. REAGAN, Certainly.

Mr. EDMUNDS. My friend from Texas refers, and correctly, to the
election of members of Congress as illustrating, as it well does, his
argument. I should like to ask him whether it is not within the com-
petence of the House of Representatives to go behind the returns of the
State officers who manage the elections of members of Congress and
find out what the real trath is in respect of the election and the people
who voted for a particular member of Congress ?

Mr. REAGAN. My answer to that question is the action of the
distinguished Senator himself in the greatquestion which involved the
election of a President of the United States in 1876, when he said to
the United States and the world, ‘‘ You can not go behind the count.?’

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then my friend means to say that the House of
Representatives for now one hundred years has been wrong in going
bebind the returns and investigating the truth of the votes of the fun-
damental mass of mankind in each State, which makes Legislatures as
well as members of Congress.

Mr. REAGAN. I shall not go into that subject, a subject that is
not involved in this question. The Legislature of Louisiana occupies
the same relation to the proposed investigation which the electoral col-
lege occupied to the Presidentia] count in 1876.

Mr. EDMUNDS, Let us see, if my friend will pardon me——

Mr. REAGAN. Ihaveonly ashorttime tospeak. T desire tospeak
to the question before the Senate, and I shall not allow myself to be
drawn off into the discussion of collateral and unnecessary issues.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Idid notintend to interrnpt the Senator without
his consent for a single moment, of course.

Mr. REAGAN. Now, we will look further into what the resolution
proposes:

And in case said committes ghall find that such illegalities ns violence, intim-
idation, or fraud, false canvasses, or false returns prevailed in connection with
such election, then said committee shall further inquire—

First the predicate is laid for the inquiry by propesing that the com-
mittee shall do what the Senate has no power todo byitselfor its com-
mittee, to investigate a State election. Then it is to inquire—
whether any of the sﬁ[t_s or omissions of the officials or other l?ersons responsi-
ble for or connected with such illegalities were contrary to the Constitution of
the United States or the amendments thereof, or were violations of any of the
statutes of the United States, especially the provisions of chapter 7, Title LXX,.
of the Kevised Statutes, punishing crimes against the elective franchise and civil
rights of citizens; and, if so, whether any prosceutions have been or ought to be
commenced in the United States courts for such offenses, :

The United Siates conrts as well as the State courts of Lonisiana
have been open where all violations of law might be prosecuted in one
or another as the jurisdiction appertained to the one or the other.

This chapter 7, Title LXX of the Revised Statutes, has been, some
portions of it, the subject of examination by the Supreme Conrt of the
United States. Some of its provisions have been declared to be v »on-
stitutional, all of them where an attempt has been made by th: Fed-
eral courts to take jurisdiction for personal offenses within the several
States. If the law is violated in an election for a member of Congress
or for Presidential elector, or in the election of a Senator by the Legis-
lature, whatever provisions are made with reference to that may be
enforced in the Federal courts, but no matters relating to an election
of State officers come within its provisions, and no jurisdiction is con-
ferred for their trial in the Federal courts.

I take it no formal solemn inquiry by a committee of the United .
States Senate is necessary toascertain that fact. AllSenators, I takeit,
know that fact without a solemn inquiry involving a slander against a
State. I will read two or three paragraphs from the syllabus in the
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case of the United States ¢s. Cruikshank, decided at the April term,
1874, by the Supreme Court of the United States:

A e that the defendants conspired to injure certain persons of African
d t, being citi of the United States, thereby to prevent them from ex-
ercising their rights as citizens, such as the right to peaceably assemble, to bear
arms, ete.,, unless accompanied with an averment that the inj Was come-
mitted by reason of the race, eclor, or previcus condilion of u::ﬁnda of the
person conspired against, is not sustainable in the courts of the United States.

I submit that in all the papers that I have heard the Senator from
New Hampshire read, it has not been alleged, and whatever may have
been the case as to that I submit that these resolutions do not allege
that any of these offenses, inferentially alleged to have taken
were committed to affect a person on account of his race, color, or pre-
vious condition, so that ground falls on the face of the resolution. Its
averments fail to bring it within the jurisdiction of the Senate. If its
averments, though false, brought it within the jurisdiction, possibly
the Senate might take jurisdiction; but when its own averments fail
te bring it within the jurisdiction of the Senate, surely we are not go-
ing to enter upon o solemn inquiry as to a matter over which we have
no jurisdiction.

At that point, while I do not intend to deal withthe facts in this
case at all, I could not but be struck with the reading of the news-

per clippings by the Senator from New Hampshire this morning.
E‘?Je statemeuts in these papers in each case showed that the blacks
were the 13, and although the Senator stated that the troubles
grew out of politics, none of the papers he read showed that the
parties injured were Reg:blicans or that those alle to have in-
flicted the injuries were Democrats; and yet we are indebted to that
Senator, the country is indebted to that Senator, for interpolating upon
these statements his evidence that the people injured were black people
and Itepublicans, and that the aggressors were white people and Demo-
crats. Yetyou cannotfind one word tothateffect ina single one of the
papers thatheread this morning, as far as I recollect. This is upon the
testimony of a Senator who, as the Senator from Louisiana has said,
lives 1,500 miles from that State and knows nothing of the facts him-

“ self; but that testimony, to influence an election, to arouse passions, to

stir bitter feelings, is perhaps just as good as if it.had been sworn to
by some com t witness.

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas yield to
the Senator from New Hampshire.

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Senator allow me to read an account of
a murder in Texas that was political ?

Mr. REAGAN. IfI have made a mistake, I shall be glad to be cor-
rected. Is that one of the papers the Senator read this morning ?

Mr. CHANDLER. No, sir; this is a new one from Texas.

Mr. REAGAN, Then I do not yield to that. I am talking about
what the Senatorread. The Senator will have time after I get through.

Mr. CHANDLER. I withdraw my request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas declines to

ield.

x Mr. CHANDLER. I will read acase after the Senator gets through
where it does show why the murder was committed.

Mr. REAGAN. The Senator has made his speech and Iam talking
now about what he has presented after his second speech as the grounds
for this procedure. I do not know what the Senator has; I do not
care what he has. Iam dealing with the case on which after two
speeches and the resolution he has rested his case before the Senate. I
piropose to read further excerpts from the opinion I have just been quot-
ng. Referring to the civil-rights act, the Supreme Court say:

That act was intended to give to the colored race the rights of citizenship,and
to protect them, as a race or class, from unfriendly State legislation and from
lawless combinations. An injury to a colored person, therefore, is not cogni-
zable by the United States courts under that act unless inflicted by reason of his
race, color, or previons condition of servitude. An ordinary crime againsta
colored person without having that characteristic iscognizable only in the State
courts,

Iam reading this tosustain the position I have laid down, and I read
further a part of the sixth clause of the syllabus:

The fifteenth amendment does not confer npon Congress the power to regu-
late the right to vote generally, but only to provide against diserimination en
account o?race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

* - - * " - - *

A conspiracy to prevent a eolored person from voting is no more a United
States offense than a conspiraey to prevent a white person from voting, unless
entered into by reason of the voter's race, color, or previous econdition of servi-
tude.

If the Senator has something that he proposes to read hereafter to
show that there is something in the paper which he has about politics
and races, I call his attention and that of the Senate to the fact that he
has failed to put it in the resolution, and a demurrer to the testimony
would set it aside becanse he has no basis for its introduction.

Mr. BLAIR. It would not set aside the fact.

Mr. REAGAN. If the Senator will allow me, I am proceeding upon
the supposition that Senators understand that the allegations and the
proof must agree to and correspond with each other. Perhaps the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire—I will not conclude what I might have
gaid. -

Mr. BLAIR. Or I would reply.

Mr. REAGAN. I am not talking about that. There is no allega-
tion to admit the proof, as will be seen by reading the resolution, and
it is therefore immaterial. I am talking of the resolution which the
Senate is asked to pass and not of loose proofs, not of what may come
up by a drag-net collection of newspaper slips and anonymous letters
over the country.

The object I had in view, Mr. President, was not to enter into a dis-
cussion of this question generally, but simply to respond to what I be-
lieve to be the very pertinent question which wassuggested by the Sen-
ator from Vermont, and which had caused me to look into this resolu-
tion to see whether we had the power to passit. ‘There are some other
points in it to which perhaps I had better call attention before taking
my seat. This is the third clanse:

Whether such illegalities are likely to be repeated in connection with the
election to be held in said State on the 8th of November next of Representatives
in Congress; and, if so, whether there is oceasion for the niteration by Congress
or any of the regulations preseribed by said State for holding elections for such
Representatives in Congress.

This Senate, one of the gravest political bodies on earth, supposed to
be distinguished for the maturity 'of the judgment of its members and
for its conservatism and justice, is to enter upon an inquiry to enable
it to guess whether the law will be violated in an election to be held
next November. If absurdity could go farther and do worse I do not
know how it would be brought about, that we are to enter upon a
solemn investigation for the purpose of enabling the Senate to guess
whether the law is to be violated in an election to be held in Louisiana
next November.

And if so, whether there is oceasion for the alteration by Congress of any of
the regulations prescribed by said State for holding elections for such Repre-
sentatives in Congress,

If we have not suflicient provision to protect the rights of the voters
and the rights of the ecandidates for office, and the peace and good or-
der of society, I suppose we can extend that, and the Senator from New
Hampshire, in his zeal in this respect, can surely suggest any addi-
tional remedies which may be necessary withont a solemn and formal
inguiry for the purpose, not of ascertaining thefact as to whether laws
are desired, but for the purpose of inflaming the public mind, promot-
ing sectional agitation, and inflicting injustice. (i

The fourth provision of the resolution is as follows:

And said committee shall also inquire whether there were in connection
with the aforesaid State election illegalities, frauds, false canvasses, and false re-
turns, so extensive and syst tic in their cha as to show that there ex-
isted on the part of the various State election officers a deliberate plan to ap-
parently earry said election without regard to the votes actually cast, and Lo
choose a governor and other State officers and a State Legislature by such ille-
gal, false, and frandulent means; and, if so, whether said Legislature was actu
ally and duly elected by the people of Louisiana, or was in fact substantially
the creation solely of the returning and canvassing officers, and whether said
State of Louisiana has a republican form of gover t, ineluding a Legislature
entitled to choose United States Senators and lo_?rov{d-e methods for the ap-
pointment of electors of President and Vice-Pr t of the United States,

This resolution raises a question that it seems to me ought to be
thought of and ought to bediscussed more than it has been of late years,
Our whole system of government is predicated upon the idea of the
capacity of the people forself government. Ifthe people of this country
have not the capacity for self-government, then the Republic is a failure
and there must be a monarchy, an oligarchy, or an aristoeracy to rule
it. That is the proposition. I submit that for one hundred years of
peace and war the people of this country have proven themselves capa-
ble of self-government, and I submit that they are to-day capable of
self-government.

Then the powers of government by the constitutions, State and Fed-
eral, are distributed between the States and the Federal Government.
All the powers necessary are delegated to the Federal Government to
enable it to perform all its foreign and Federal relations, and no State
can interfere with them. To the Statesisreserved the vast residuum of
power which relates to local controversies, to questions of ma and
divoree, descent and distribution of estates, the enforcement of local
confracts, the punishment of local violations of the law—I shall not at-
tempt to enumerate them, nor is it necessary, but all that vast residuum
of power remains to the States and is wholly withount the jurisdiction
of the Federal Government.

Then our system contemplated that our people were capable of self-
government to the extent of forming a Federal Government which
should control our foreign and our Federal relations; that they were eapa-
ble of self-government to the extent of forming State governments hav-
ing the capacity to deal successfully with all those local questions that
arise within the States.

This line of distinetion has been steadily adhered to by the Supreme
Court of the United States, and if the Republic is to exist it must con-
tinue to be adhered to. Instancesin whieh it has been broken over by
the action of Congress have been arrested and set aside by the Supreme
Court of the Upited States. !

The Senator from New Hampshire evidently contemplates that all
violations of right are the sabjects of Federal jurisdiction. He evi-
dently makes no clear distinction between the powers of the Federal
Government and the powers of the State governments in relation to
such matters, and there is where this perpetual intermeddling comes
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from and comes in—the effort of the people of some of the States to
intermeddle in, to interfere with, the local affairs of others for political
purposes and to accomplish political ends.

1f the States are capable of self-government it is fair to assume that
the people of each State will dispose properly of the local questions
that arise within it. It is fair to assume that there is no justice in any
other State or in Congress attempting to interfere with the legal or
constitntional duty of the State to dispose of merely local questions.

Mr. President, I only intended to state very briefly the reason why I
should vote against this resolution. Whenever any resolution comes
up calling for an investigation within the jurisdiction of Congress,
when any Senator thinks that the law has been violated in any respect
over which Congress may have authority to act, I shall certainly in-
terposc no ohjection to the proper investigation, but as far as I can un-
derstand I mean to oppose all propositions for investigation which sim-

ply means political agitation in violation of the Constitution and of |.

the rights of the States and of the people.

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the observations of my friend from
Texas [Mr. REAGAN] lead me tooccupy four or five minutes in stating
very briefly my views about this resolution.

The intermeddling of the Congress of the United States with the
local affairs of a State is, of course, very improper. It was thought to
be very improper in times, now happily gone by, when that intermed-
dling took the form of petitions of citizens of some States in the United
Btates addressed to Congress, in favorof proposing to the States amend-
ments to the Constitution which shonld abolish slavery. The same
arguments that my honorable and distinguished friend from Texas now
addresses to us were with much greater violence, but with not greater
logic, addressed to the Senate and the House of Representatives of the
United States against any exertion of the right of petition to change
the structure of the Government in its constitutional forms so as to
get rid of what many people then believed and many people and, I
hope, all now believe was a curse to everybody on this continent, the
institution of slavery. 2

So I am not so greatly agitated at this present moment in respect of
the fear of our intermeddling with the affairs of the State of Louisiana
or the State of Vermont, whose affairs in the same way, when the Demo-
crats were in a majority in this body were by a resolution of the Senate
instructed to be inquired into, and with the urgent appeals on the part
of the Senators from that State (they may have been wrong) that that
investigation should be made to the uttermost, in order that the Con-
gress of the United States in respect of the elections of the constituents
who embrace the other House and this (for they all come from the
States and the people, only in different forms) might be found to be
pure and true, or unhappily discovered to be false and corrupt. There
was no man who ever called himself a Republican and there was not
any man then, only eight or nine years ago, who called himselfa Demo-
crat in this body, who did not vote for that very thing.

Times have changed. It is inconvenient for some reason, I hope a

one, thongh I confess I am astonished at it; the light of truth,
the light that comesfrom investigation and inquiry, should notbe turned
upon that portion of the people of the United States of whom it is said
that the control is in the hands of a minority who have usurped power
contrary to the forms of State written constitutions; contrary to the
spirit of liberty and justice and equal rights that we all believe in, or
profess to believe in (and I hope we all do believe in), and it is incon-
venient that we should know what the truth is, I can not understand
it, sir.
t,If this resolution of the Senator from New Hampshire, about some
parts of which I express no opinion as to their propriety, but if the
general tenor of it turns out to be a slander, as the phrase has been,
upon the State of Louisiana, the Senator who introduced it, if he sus-
gected it to be a slander, will deserve the reproach of the Senate. If

e introduced it in the honest belief that there are wrongs in that
State which go to the fundamental composition of the whole of this
Government, because Louisiana is a part of it, and affecting the States
of the North and the East and the West and the Pacific toast as much
as they do Louisiana, for we are all one—if it should turn out even
that he was mistaken, I hope that nobody would be more glad and
happy than he to find out that the truth was that the State of Louisi-
ana ses a government that not only in form but in substance isa_
government of equal rights and fair play, and that every citizen is de-
fended as every citizen of every political party in the State of Vermont
is and always has been, of whatever politics, and by the efforts of men
of alipolitics in that dearest of rights, his independence as a citizen,
the right to cast his vote unchallenged by anybody, and the right to
know that it is honestly connted in the sum that goes up to make the
autonomy of the State government.

Who shuns an investigation of that kind? What Democrat in the
State of Vermont would not hide his face in shame if any representa-
tive of his stood up and objected to an inguiry whether in the State
of Vermont the practical power of its automatic arrangement had gath-
ered into the hands of a few, by whatever name you may eall them,
and that the great majority of the people were denied and suppressed
in their rights to be heard as voters, and in their rights to participate
as voters in the operations of that State.

As little as I admire the general principles of the Democratic party
(they have a right to them; we disagree about public affairs), speaking
for the Democrats of the State of Vermont as my constituents, I am
bound to say, in justice to them, that I know of no man in that State
of the Democratic party who would not denounce me if the case were
:gplied to the State of Vermont if I opposed an inguiry of this kind

ETEe.

But my friend from Texas says we have not any power. Well, let
us see. If we have not, of course such aninguiry would be futile; very
likely the witnesses could not be convicted of perjury; verylikely they
could not be compelled to attend, and all that; but let us see whether
we have any power. The Constitution says, as it regards Senators and
Members of Congress, and in the same phrase:

Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of
its own members,

How much does that import? How much doesit contain? Arewe
to say, as the Senator from Texas referring to the Electoral Commission
did, that neither House has any power to go behind the certificate that
comes to it from a State? The governor of the State in each case certi-
fies, in the one case to the Clerk or Speaker as to a Representative in
the House of Representatives, and to the President of the Senate as to
a Senator, that so and so, in the case of the House, has been elected a
member of that body, and that so and so, in the case of a Senator, has
been elected a member of this body. If one House the power
to make an inquiry which goes behind theseal of the governor it would
seem to be very clear by the Constitution that the other House wounld
have it, for the language is the same, and is applied to each and to
both in a group, with the same import and the same force.

I think I am safe in saying that in the House of Representatives for
one hundred and one years, since it was organized, and since this body
was organized, whenever the occasion has arisen by a suggestion, an
inquiry, a protest, or whatever, the House has thought it competent,
by the consent of all men of all parties, the fathers and the sons of the
Republic, from beginning to end, to go to the bottom of thataffairand
ascertain the real truth of that election. So the certificate of the gov-
ernor, the reports of the State canvassing boards, the reports of the dis-
triet canvassing boards, the tally-sheets at the ballot-boxes in each
voting precinet are all open to the scrutiny of the fruth in order to as-
certain what took place. Is there any safety for the liberty of men as
voters and citizens if such a body with such powers ean not go to the
real truth of the affair?

Mr. BUTLER. May I ask the Senator one question just there, not
with regard to the resolution, but on the subject he is discussing?

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly.

Mr. BUTLER. Does the Senator hold that either House of Congress
wonld have the right to make that investigation of its own motion, in
the absence of some protest or the memorial or complaint of somebody

in the State?

Mr. EDMUNDS. I most decidedly do, Mr. President. When the
day comes that either House of Congress, when the day comes ihat
either house of a State Legislature, or any other representative body
in this world in a place that is worthy of the name of a government,
can only move for the public security and for the development of truth:
for the public security when some man who may be in a dungeon or
may be dead comes to the front and demands it, then there will be a
failure of the government of men by men and for men upon the face or
the earth.

‘We have had a grand-jury system which is, as I think, with great re-
spect to everybody, a fair illustration of the present matterin regard to
the particular topie that the Constitution has put in the possession ot
each of these Houses with regard to its own members. I believe one
of the many good things that our English fathers’ form of government
gave to us—we having discarded most of the evil things—was the grand
jury. Who ever heard in any State (unless it may be very recently
somewhere) that a grand jury could not inquire into some crime or
wrong injurious to the State to which it belonged because some citizen
or some witness or some district attorney or some judge had failed to
call their attention to it? They might desire to indict the distriet at-
torney himself; they might find it to be their highest duty to indict
the judge himself; and are they to wait until he shall charge them to
inguire info his conduct?

Mr. BUTLER. Then do I understand the Senator to say that the
powers of each House of Congress are inquisitorial, as are the powers
of a grand jury?

Mr. EDMUNDS. Inmy humble judgment, with greatrespect to the
many people I see who are wiser than I, in respect of the subjects that
the Constitution hasconfided to them, their power is universal and sn-
preme in regard toinquiry, and there isno safety for liberty and private
rights unless you admit the existence of-that anthority to its fullest ex-
tent. }

Suppose in the State of Vermont, a State, and that means ever so
much, one-fourth of jts inhabitants being what are called Democrats,
and I only use that term to illustrate my case, because the Democrats
of Vermont are just as law-abiding as anybody else and would be just
as eager to defend the right of a Republican voter as a Republican
would, and so I only take it to illustrate—suppose one-fourth of the eiti-
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zens of the State of Vermont being Democrats had by one contrivance
or another, either by fraud or violence or other forms of usurpation,
got possession of all the connting and canvassing officers in that State
at the ballot-boxes, all the returning boards, and the possession of the
governorship and the Legislature; and suppose the Republicans came
in September last and wished to vote for their candidate for governor,
and they were either driven away,or,beingallowed to deposit their bal-
lots, their ballots were entirely miscounted and counted for the candi-
date of the one-quarter of the people of the State, and the returns come
in fair on their face under the seals of the county officers, gilt-edged,
engrossed on parchment, with every form and semblance of the majesty of
right-doing, and thethree-quarters of the people of the State of Vermont,
the possession of the government of that State and all its administrative
affairs having fallen into the hands of one-quarter of its people, appeal
to Congress for an inquiry into the composition of the government of

that State, is it republican in form? So far as its constitution goes it-

appears to be, and always was. Does that answer the Constitution of
the United States? Was that all that our fathers meant when they
said that the United States should guaranty to each State arepublican
form of government? Did they only mean that inits written archives
deposited in its state-house there shounld be the parchment that con-
tained the fair words of liberty, of justice, of equal rights? Was that
all? No, Mr. President; far from it. The word ‘‘form ’’ in the Con-
stitution of our fathers meant not only form, but structure and sub-
stance and exercise.

Whenever, therefore, there is occasion upon just ground to believe
(whether ittnrnsout to beright or wrong, and may it always turn out to
be wrong) that in any State,- Vermont or elsewhere, the minority has got
possession ot the Government and excludes the majority from partici-
pation and control, it is the business of Congress to interfere, whether
silence or protest comes from the State thus affected, because it is not
only the welfare of the people of that State, but it is the welfare of the
people of every State, the welfare of the people of every part of the
nation that is involved, and can not be separated from a right and just
republican government in form and substance in every State over the
continent. The Senators from Vermont make laws for the people of
Louisiana. They are Senators of all the people once elected, and there-
fore there can be no evil spot anywhere in this Union that does not
affect the welfare and the safety of every other part of it.

So I say, Mr. President, hoping with all my heart that an inguiry
into the state of affairs in Louisiana will vindicate that people and that
whole people, not a small part of it, but all of them asa mass from the
leliefsand the suspicions, to putitin the mildest phrase, that now exist
so broadly, I cannotseeany ground upon which any Senator should ob-
ject to an inquiry of this kind.

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I omitted when speaking before
to ask permission of the Senate to insert at the close of my remarks
certain accounts of the proceedings in Louisiana to which I have re-
ferred. I ask unanimous consent that I may put in the marked pas-
sages from the Louisiana Standard of August 25, of September 1, and
of September 22, and also an extract from the Monroe Telegraph of
August 18, 1888, and an article from the Washington Post of Septem-
“ber 20, 1888,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request of
the Senator from New Hampshire? The Chair hears none.

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] com-
plains there was no averment in the case of the killing of colored peo-
ple in Louisiana, which I submitted to the Senate, that they were
murdered on account of their politics. If the Senator had listened to
my remarks he would have understood distinctly that I took the
ground that these murders were part of a deliberate system; that
whether admitted to be political or not they were in fact such; that
these disarmings and assassinations of the Louisiana colored pegple
were for the purpose of creating a state of terroras a preparation for the
election in November. The same state of things exists in the State of
Texas, and I now submit to the Senator from Texas the account which
Isend to the desk of a recent murder, since the late debate, in the
State of Texas, which clearly appears to have been the killing of a
Republican because he was a Republican.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The article referred to will be read
by the Secretary.

The Secretary read as follows:

[New York Daily Tribune, Saturday, September 1, 1888.]

TEXAS—MURDERED FOR BEING A REPUBLICAN—A KUKLUX OUTRAGE PERPE-
TRATED IN¥ TEXAS—IANGED, SHOT, AND MUTILATED.
Loxcview, TEX., August 31.

About 2 o’clock this afternoon Deputg Sheriff Walter Reynolds returned from
his search for the body of Harrison Spencer,the colored politician who was
forcibly taken from his home a few nightsago by a masked band of Kuklux,
Spencer had deserted the Union-Labor party and d his intention of
supporting the Republican ticket. Reynolds reported that he had found Spen-
cer's body about Srmllea from his place, on the west bank of Harris Creek. No
sooner had the newsspread than over one hundred citizens, white and black,
started to the scene. -

The dead man was found hanging from alimbabout 15 feet from the ground with
a rope around his neck. His hands were tied behind him, and the cords were
drawn so tightly that they cut deefly into his flesh. He was evidently shot be-
fore the rope was placed around his neck., There is a bullet-hole just behind
the left ear and one in his left side, and he had been brutally mutilated. A

movement is on foot to investigate thoroughly this erime. The following cir-
cular was issued this afternoon, and two hundred and twenty-five citizens re-
sponded to the call contained therein:

“To all law-abiding citizens:

**A erime of the most foul nature has just been perpetrated in our midst,
Therefore let us come together at 4 o’clock this evening at the court-house and
take proper steps, that our citizens and officers may nct in unity, that the per-
petrators of this crime may be discovered and the law of our land vindicated,

T, T, BMITH, ('wntg..i’l&dk;z.
“A. A, KILLINGSWORTH, Sherif.
“E. B. RAGLAND, County Allorney."”

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, it is easy to get 130,000 Demo-
cratic majority in the State of Texas when such political murders as
this are constantly taking place in that State.

The Senator from Texas complains that calling attention to outrages
of this sortis an intermeddling with the afiairsof a sovereign State. The
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EDMUNDS] has well shown how the States
of this Union are interwoven together in all their political interests,
and how a erime against the suffrage in one State concerns every other
State. The Legislature of New Hampshire—the people of New Hamp-
shire have sent me here to call attention to just such outrages as this
and to intermeddle to just that extent with the affairs of every State
where men are killed solely on account of their politics.

I now ask the Secretary to read the account of additional similar oc-
currences in the sovereign State of Texas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The paper will be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

[New York Tribune, September 9, 1888,]

DRIVEN OUT BY THE DEMOCRATS—NEGRO REPUBLICANS IN FORT BEND COUNTY,
TEXAS, EXILED UNDER PAIN OF DEATH,
RicaMoND, TEX., Seplember 8.

The white Democrats have triumphed, and the negro Republicans ordered to
leave Fort Bend County have gone. About twenr.y%:l.n.ck men were forced out
of the county at the muzzle of Winchester rifles. The most prominent exiles
are C. M. Ferguson, district clerk; H.G. Lucas and Peter Warren, school teach-
ers, The war grew out of the attempt made on Monday night to assassinate
H. H. Frost, a white Demoerat. While he was on the way from his store to his
house he was waylaid and shot. His wounds were considered fatal, and a pack
of bloodhounds was put on the trail to the negro quarter of the town and to the
house of John Ervin.

Ervin and his son and a school-teacher, Donavan, were arrested. Noattempt
was made to lynch them, as it was not certain that they-were the guilty men,
H. F. Randle, deputy county assessor, was arrested and is still in jail on the
clhiarge of being implicated in the shooting of Frost, Randle is a white man.
The county assessor, Henry Ferguson, is a negro. OnWednesday morning the
following ecirenlar was distributed about the stores of Richmond :

* Every white man in town is urgently requested to meet at the court-house
at 1 o’clock p. m.”

In response to this notice fully 400 men assembled in the court-house. Clem
'Bgas\:terawu elected president. After speeches, the following resolutions were

] £

** Resolved, That in view of the crimes lately committed in our midst, we con-
sider it necessary to the publie good that the following persons be warned to
leave the county within ten hours from notification : C. M. Ferguson, H. G. Lucas,
Peter Warren, J. D. Davis, Tom Taylor, Jack Taylor, and C. M. Williams; that
this convention wait as a committee of the whole on such of these persons as
can now be found and through our president notify them of these resolutions,
and that the others be notified by a copy of these resolutions; that the above-
named parties be forever warned from returningt o this ccunty.

** Resolved, That we believe that the leaders of the Republican party of Fort
Bend County are morally responsible for the assassination of J. M. Shamblin
and the attempted assassination of H. H. Frost, and we demand of them to bring
the guilty parties to justice, and we notify them and we solemnly warn them
that the patience of an outraged people has been exhausted, and that if another
Democrat in this county is personally harmed we will hold said leaders respon-
sible in their persons for such acts." s

A body of four hundred armed Democrats then warned the colored men to
move and escorted them out of the county. The negroes were compelled tg
alimimion homes, crops, and family. There was nothing against them but sus-
picion,

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Texas undertook to make the
Senate believe that in all these outrages the negroes are the aggress-
ors. I do not deny but what the Democratic papers, and the Demo-
cratic reporters who furnish the reports to the metropolitan press ot
the South, assert that the negroes are the aggressors; but I undertake
to say myself that in no case where an investigation may be made will
it turn out that the negroes have been the aggressors. It is not in"the
nature of things. It is not in accordance with the facts as developed
in previous affairs of this kind.

Mr. REAGAN. Will the Senator allow me a word ?

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly.

Mr. REAGAN. The facts about this are that Mr. Shamblin was
supposed to be assassinated by a negro who had threatened his life be-
cause he was a Democrat. That was thebeginningofit. He was called
to the door and shot down in his own house.

Mr. CHANDLER. A negro killed a white man in his house, shot
him down for being a Democrat ?

Mr. REAGAN. Yes,sir.

Mr. CHANDLER. That is ridiculous.

Mr. REAGAN. Let me make my statement. It may be very un-
welcome to the Benator——

Mr. CHANDLER. It is not unwelcome if it is true, but it is a
ridiculous statement.

Mr. REAGAN. It may be very unwelcome to the Senator to hear
that a Democrat was shot down by a Republican.

Mr. CHANDLER. That a negro went to a Democrat in his honse
and shot him down!
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Mr, REAGAN. The man who shot him left a paper on his gate noti-
fying him that he was killed for being a Democrat. Nothing was done
about that. That was followed by the shooting of the other person
named there. That was then followed, not by killing negroes in re-
turn for it, but by telling them that some of them must get away from

there.

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to ask the Senator a question if he will
permit me.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas yield to
the Senator from New Hampshire?

Mr. REAGAN. I-have not the floor.

Mr. BLAIR. Under the general relations between {the white and
the colored people the fact that the white is the dominant race and
that this inquiry among others is on foot, is there any reason to sus-

t that Democrats placed that same notifieation upon the deor-post
in order to create a suspicion at the North that the colored peoplé
g:rehengaged in warfare and murder upon the dominant race of the

uth?

Mr. REAGAN. I must make 2 Yankee's answer to my friend by
inquiring if he thinks it probable that a Democrat agreed to be shot
down in order to make capital for the Democratic party ?

Mr, BLAIR. I do not know about that. I do not know what the
devotion of a Democrat to his party might lead him to do. I havea
suspicion that perhaps he would for the sake of carrying the election
and securing to his party the plunder of the next four years allow such
a thing as this to be done, but I do not think it would be probable of
the mass of the Democratic party. I do not understand, however, as
the Senator does, or as he has previously said, that anything of the
kind he suggests in his last remark is trne. I understand him to say
that there was a notification pinned upon the gate-post of the house of
the white man murdered that he was murdered because he was a Demo-
crat. 3

Mr. REAGAN. So the statement is made.

Mr. BLAIR. I do not understand that the colored man called the
white man into the colored man’s cabin and killed him and notified
him that he killed him becanse he was a Democrat. That I do not
understand.

Mr. REAGAN. It was a white man who was shot down in his own

< house, not in a colored man’s house.

Mr. BLAIR. Exactly; a notification pinned upon the gate-post of
the murdered white man that he was killed becanse he was a Demo-
crat.

Mr. REAGAN, Yes, sir.

Mr. BLAIR. The question I asked was, there being a clond over
the actual source of that man’s death, whether it is not possible that
as a means of false explanation to the North, the Democrats invented
that notifieation and pinned that falsehood upon the gate of this mur-

. dered man in order that the North might be misled? Does the Sen-
ator, in other words, think that a Republican negro entered upon a
crusade against the dominant race of the South and killed one of its
]ea;ilem because he was a Democrat and then posted a notice accord-
ingly?

Msl". REAGAN. The Senator does not understand what took place

there. The dominant y there are the negroes. I have heard the
suggestion that men who agree with the Senator in polities—I do not
mean in character but in politics—in that country stimulated ontrages

for the purpose of furnishing political capital to Republicans, but I

have never heard the suggestion before now that Democrats killed one
and came near killing another man in order to make political capital
for the Republicans or anybody else.

The Senator’s question, in view of what has apptared, is simply ab-
surd. I know that the Senator and his associates in opinion have no
sympathy with white men. They may be shot down for their politics
and their families deprived of protection dnd support. That is all
right. But if a colored man happens to be shot down, that is terribly
wrong. They never propose to investigate where white men are killed.
If there were to be a general investigation into frand and crime, every
day I could pick up newspapers and I could bring a peck of them here
showing murders and crimes of the deepest dye all over the North.
‘Why not investigate those things?

Mr. CHANDLER. Is there any pretense that they are political
murders? -

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman chooses to call everything a polit-
ical murder.

Mr. BLAIR. I wish merely, as I had a share—a third interest, I
think—in this colloquy, to ask the Senator if it would not be well and
just on the whole to the public sentiment of these 65,000,000 of peo-
ple, Sguth and North, for him to introduce a resolution of investiga-
tion to find out about this political murder of a Democrat by a negro
in the State of Texas?

Mr. REAGAN. If Ihad no more respect for the Constitution of the
United States than my friend from New Hampshire has, I shonld do
it; but as I respect the Constitution I decline,

Mr. BLAIR. I understand the Senator’s construction of the Con-
stitution of the United States would leave such things as political
murders uninguired into.

Mr. REAGAN. It does not leave them uninguired into, but it
leaves the proper anthorities to inguire into them.

Mr. BLAIR. That is, nothing can be done under the Constitution
of the country to suppress them.

Mr. REAGAN. The Senator does not understand that there are
such things as State constitutions and State laws and State courts to
deal with local affairs of that kind?

Mr. BLAIR. No, I do not. 2

Mr. SPOONER. I want to say simply to the Senator from New
Hampshire that I think he does not understand the question from the
tenor of his last suggestion. I think that if he did he would assume
that whenever a white Democrat is killed in the South by a negro the
authorities are very prompt and efficient, and also some not in anthor--
ity, in providing a remedy. It is only in those cases where a negro is
killed by a Democrat that no rewards are offered and no attemptis
made to apprehend or punish the guilty party.

Mr. REAGAN. That statement is gratuitous on the part of the Sen-
ator, and unjust and undeserved by the Sonthern people. So far asI
know, certainly in the Stateof Texas, the punishment of crime, whether
committed against blacks or whites, iz as faithfully carried out as it
could be in the State the Senator represents here, and such a statement
ought not to be made by a Senator on this floor,

Mr. SPOONER. I have only this authority for making the state-
ment as applied to the State of Texas, that in one case three colored
men were hanged without any opportunity for trial, without any hear-
ing, hunted as if they were dogs, and no reward was offered locally or
by the governor of the State for the apprehension of the men who per-
petrated that outrage; no grand jury ever inquired intoitin the viein-
age; no district attorney undertook to secure the apprehension of the
men who did it. I have known of a case where a Democrat was shot
down in the same county and a reward, and a large reward, was promptly
offered by the governor of the State, and I think, also, locally, for the
apprehension of the man who did it. I have that much warrant for
the assumption that there is a different rule applied to those who kill
Republican negroes from that which is applied to those who kill white
Democrats.

Mr. REAGAN. That statement onght to be accompanied by this
statement: That the judge of that district was a Republican, the dis-
{.;'ict attorney was a Republican, and the connty attorney was a Repub-

can,

I have further to say, if the Senator is anxious to find a parallel,
that he can go all over the Northern States and he will find places
where men are lynched and no punishment is meted out to the lynch-
ers, no proclamation issned, no reward offered for their apprehension,
and apparently no more effort made than there was there to punish
those men. We see accounts of them frequently, but it does not dis-
turb the Senators that white men are lynched in Northern States and
these lynchers are not punished and no rewards offered for their ap-
prehension,

Mr. SPOONER.- I simply want to say in response to thatstatement
that I do not deny, and no man can deny, that in the Northern States
there are occasionally lynchings; no man can deny that there are mur-
ders; but I have known no instance in my life where a lynching took
place in a Northern State without a reward being offered and steps
taken to ferret outthe offenders and bring them to punishment. That
is the difference between the two sections.

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from New Hampshire to
the left of the Chair [Mr. CTANDLER] is entitled to the floor. Does
he yield to his colleague?

Mr. CHANDLER. I yield to my colleague,

Mr, BLAIR. I wish merely to say that it the Senator from Texas
will put me in possession of the names and allegations of fact similar
to those which he has so frequently stated to the Senate, I will myself
take the responsibility, as I can dounder my views of the Constitution,
of introducing a resolution for the investigation of this case wherein,
as I understand him, the proof will develop the fact—and I submit
that it is the first one within the whole ringe of American history—
that a colored Republican has murdered a Democratic leader in the
State of Texas or any other State from political motives.

As the Senator represents the State where this ontrage has been com-
mitted, respecting his constitutional scruples, as T must, if he will give
me the data so that I can establish the facts, I will offer a resolution
of investigation not only conscientiously, but with great alacrity, and
I assure him with a perseverance that will probably result in a devel-
opment of the actual facts.

Mr. REAGAN. I want to state one more fact, if the Senator from
New Hampshire will permit me to do so.

Mr. CHANDLER. I yield.

Mr. REAGAN. It has not been long since at Longview, Tex., a
colored man declared his intention to vote the Democratic ticket, and
he was waited apon about midnight by some other colored men, taken
off to the Sabine Swamp, and has never been heard of since. Another
colored man was taken off—so the newspapers say—and murdered by
ot,h:.r colored men for saying he was going to vote the Democratic
ticket.
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Mr: CHANDLER. Will the Senator give the names of those peo-
le?
- Mr. REAGAN. I can not, because I do not remember them. The
first oceurrence was at Longview and was published in the newspapers.
I do not remember even the locality of the other, but the newspapers
stated it.

Mr. COKE. I can give the Senator the names.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New Hamp-
shire yield to the Senator from Texas [Mr, Coxr]?

Mr. CHANDLER. I will yield in a moment.if the Senator will
wait, because I do not desire to prolong this discussion so far as I am
concerned. :

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New Hampshire
declines to yield further.

Mr. CHANDLER. I congratulatethe Senate and the Senators from
Texas on the information which those Senators seem to have sought
for and obtained since this resolution was last discussed. When it was
before the Senate on a previous day the Senator from Texas nearest me
[Mr. REacAN] knew nothing whatever about the Washington County
outrage, and had never heard of the assassination of eight negroes un-
der the most atrocious circumstances at Spanish Camp, in Wharton
County. Butsincethat time the Senators do not seem to have needed
the influence of the educational bill of my colleague [Mr. BLAIR] to
arouse them info an inquiry into some of these transactions that are
going on daily and hourly in Texas,

M. REAGAN. Mr. President—

Mr. CHANDLER. I declineto yield. I am glad that they have
begun to investigate the political condition of Texas, where one-quarter
of the voters are colored men. One thing is certain, that nothing has
taken place in Texas which has led the Democrats of Texas to con-
clude that it will not be expedient or safe for them to put a State ticket
in the field at the coming election, But it has been the result and
the intended result—in my judgment—of the ontrages that have been
committed in that State to induce the Republicans of that State to
nominate no State ticket. I will ask the Secretary to read——

Mr. REAGAN. I want—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New Hamp-
ghire yield to the Senator from Texas? 5 :

Mr, CHANDLER. Yes, sir.

Mr. REAGAN. I want to correct a statement which the Senator
has made. The Senator puts me in the attitude of saying that Inever
leard of the affair at Spanish Camp. I never said any such thing. I
did see a newspaper account of it very different from what theSenator
Earesented. Now he presents the fact that the Republicars of Texas

ve not nominated a State ticket, because they are afraid to doso. I
read the proceedings of their convention at Fort Worth within a few
days, and the members of that convention distinctly repudiate the idea
that they are afraid to put a ticket in the field, but as a matter of pol-
icy, to secure a combination of the elements of all the parties together,
they prefer not to put a separate ticket in the field.

Mr. CHANDLER. I wonder that the Republicans of Texas under
the circumstances had the courage even to hold a convention.

Mr. REAGAN. The leading Republican there, and the one who was
their candidate for lieutenant-governor at the last election, distinectly
repudiated that doctrine.

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask for the reading of the paper I send to the
desk. 7
The Secretary read as follows:

REPUBLICAN TERRORISM IN TEXAS,
[The New York Star, Wednesday, September 12, 1888.]
GALVESTON, 11,

The Republicans of Galveston County in mass-meeting last night adopted
resolulions condemning the oceurrences in Fort Bend and Washington and ap-
pealing to the governor of the State to right matters. Another resolution was
adopted, as follows: **That the mob violence of Fort Bend County and the as-
sassination of Joseph Hoffman, of Washington County, admonishes us that
gimilar may be exy 1 to follow the vigorous efforts of our party in
counties in which the Republican vote predominates; therefore it is the sense
of this convention that the interest of the Republican party will be best served
by not nominating a State ticket.” :

Mr. CHANDLER. I now yield the floor.

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, the statement just made by the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire, that the Republicans failed to put out a State
ticket because of fear of personal consequences, I denounce here as ab-
golutely and ungualifiedly false, without a particle of foundation. It
is a statement made for political effect. The purpose for which it is
made is a dishonest and an unfair one, If is a statement not believed
by the Senator who makes it himself,

Mr, CHANDLER. I call the Senator to order, and ask that the
words which he has uttered be read, and that the Chair may rule
whether or not they are parliamentary.

; nga PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas will proceed
in order.

Mr, COKE. If I have said anything derogatory to the dignity of
the Senate, I withdraw it and apologize to the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will pr in order.

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to make a s ion. I am not very
familiar with the rules which govern parliamentary debate, and I do not

know how far a Senator is at liberty to go on and say that a statement
made by another Senator is unqualifiedly false, or that it is made for
dishonest and unworthy purposes. If that be the practice of the Sen-
ate, if that be the rale of parliamentary law, I do not object to it, I
am just as ready to engage in that kind of debate probably as any Sen-
ator on the other side; but it seems to me that the Senate can not af-
ford to indulge in that kind of debate. The more language of that
kind that comes from Senators on that side the better it is for Senators
on this side.

Mr. DAWES. I understand the rule to be that when a Senator is
called to order for unparliamentary language, it ishis duty to sit down
until the Chair has ruled upon the language taken down ab the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such is the order of the Senate, and
the Senator from Texas will take his seat.

Mr. COKE. I snbmit, of course, to the orders of the Senate.

- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wonld hold that the lan-
guage used by the Senator from Texas was unparliamentary, but he
understood that Senator to say that he withdrew the remark and ten-
dered an apology to the Senate for its use.

Mr. COKE. That is what I did say.

3 Th&; PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas will proceed
1N ordaer.

Mr. COKE. The Senator from New Hampshire seems anxious that
somebody on this side of the Chamber should kick him. I refuse to
perform the operation. [Laughter in the galleries. ] -

Mr. CHANDLER. I call the Senator to order, and ask that his
words be taken down.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas will please
resume his seat. The SBenator from New Hampshire will please state
his question of order.

Mr. CHANDLER. I submit that the langunage used was unparlia-

mentary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would hold that the lan-

is not warranted by parliamentary law.

Mr. COKE. Then I withdraw the langnage and apologize to the
Senate for having used it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will proceed in order.

Mr. COKE. Mr. President——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will suspend one mo-
ment. The Chair will ask that the Senate preserve order, and he
cautions the occunpants of the galleries that marks of approval or dis-
approbation are forbidden by the rules of the Senate, and if they are
pem'atgd in the galleries will be cleared. The Senator from Texaswill

roceed.
o Mr. COKE. The statement of the Senator to which I have just re-
ferred, that the Republican party failed to put out a ticket in Texas be-
cause they feared the consequences personally to the Republicans, is not
true and not correct. I hold in my hand a clipping from the Austin
Statesman giving an account of the proceedings in the Republican -
county convention at Austin, which I ask the Secretary to read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The paper will be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

TRAVIS COUNTY REFUEBLICANS,
[Special to the Gazette.]

AvsTIv, TEX., Seplomber 15,
The Travis County Republican convention to-day appointed the following
delegates to the State convention at Fort Worth on the 20th instant: J, C. De-
gress, J. B. Rector, C. A, Newning, D. Friedman, J. M. Holland, R. Platte, J.
AL Snyder, J. A. Black, W. E. Easton, J. P, Taylor, J, B, Allen, Tom Helm, W,
P. Bacon,W. B, Brush, J. Kerschler, M. Alexander, A. B. Palm, William Nichols,
H.?\l{rsséllgfiillihsm Alexander, H.J, Oldham, A.W’erton, F. Hall, H. Dickerson,
an . C. Rinishes,
The foglowing resoluttons were introduced in the Travis County Republican
convention 1
* Whereas it is a well-known fact that since the Democratic snrty has been in
g::.‘er in this State the Republicans in a great many counties in the State have
n terrorized and proscribed sociali{r and otherwise; hundreds have been
murdered, others have been required to leave their homes and again seek homes
in other States; thousands of voters have been intimidated, and thro fear
have remained away from the polls, and thereby failed to exercise the right of
gum-aged as guarantied to them under the Constitution and laws of this State;
4% :

**Wherens this feeling of proscription exists to a greater or less extent in al-
most every county in this State; and

**Whereas there has been a Repuablican convention called to meet at Fort
Worth on the 20th day of this month to selecta candidate for governor and other
State officers against the Democratic nominees for State officers; and,

‘“Whereas we believe that there are at least 50,000 or 60,000 Republican voters
in this State that have not voted the Republican ticket on account of the fore-
going reason; and

“Whereas we believe there are thousands of intelligent Democrats or in
other organized parties that stand willing or ready to join us in a continued ef-
fort to overthrow the old moss-backs, Bourbon, rebel, collar-bound element of
the Democratic organization : Therefore,

** Be it resolved, That the delegates from this county to the Republican conven-
tion at Fort Worth be, and are hereby, instructed to co-operate with othenpartica
and organizations that will best subserve the purposes heretofore mentioned.”

The resolutions were voted down by 63 to 16. The point about it is the con-
vention was composed of three-quarters negroes. The resolutions were intro-
duced by a white man named Platte, a city alderman. The sixteen who voted
for the resolutions were white men, and the negroes having more honesty than
their white friends voted them down. A prominent negro got up and said the
resolutions were a on the people of Texas. Thus the Republiean negroesof
Travis County give the lie to HoAr, INGALLS, and other bloody-shirt wearers.

It transpires that the bloody-shirt resolutions introduced in the Travis Count;
Republiean convention to-day, but defeated by 63 to 16, were written by a pi
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nent white Rapubhmn politiala.n of Austin now in the North, and lutanded for
g.w n.gnlﬁstﬁlee\:ialmd Thurman in the Northern States to fire the Nurthm
eart. He i

Mr, COKE. Now, Mr. President, I will state that Judge Rector,
who figures in this Republican convention, is the chairman of the Re-
gubhmn State executive committee, and he voted against this resolu-

on and denounced it in a speech on the floor of that convention, I
ask that the proceedings of the Cooke County Republican convention
also be read. Cooke County is 350 miles from Travis County, where

these proceedings were held.

The Becretary read as follows:

COOKE COUNTY REPUBLICANS.
[Bpecial to the Gazetle.]
GAINESVILLE, TEX., Seplember 18,

The Republican eonvention of Cooke County methere this afternoon and was
called to order by the county chairman, Delegates to the Fort Worth conven-
tion were elected, and resolutions indorsing the Chicago platform and favoring
the nomination of a straight Republican tieket for all State offices were adopted.

V. B. Johnson, attorney, in a speech, referred to the all d ontrages reported
from time to time and said for the most part they were al boah. He ha.r.l been
in :Tum several years and he had pever been mi of his
itics,
w‘l’he chairman said it was reported all l.hrouﬂ the North that the Republicans
of Texas were afraid to put out a ticket been inthe State fifteen years,
He believed Texas was just as good a State for Republicans as for Demoecrats.
%(;mebc;fhis best friends are Demoerats, He had never been abused for being a

ublican,

r. Harris echoed the sentiments of the chair. He Iabored under no embar-
rassment by being a Republican. IHe believed there are as fair electionsin Texas
as anywhere. H.e was in favor of a straight Republican State ticket.

On moti tion resolved itself into n Harrison and Morton club,
and about fifty memben were enrolled. The convention then adjourned till
next Thursday.

Mr. COKE. I hold in my hand the platform of the Republican

rty of Texas, just adopted two or three days ago in convention at
%)rt Worth. Unless some gentleman on the other side desires it read
in fall I will not ask that it be done.

Mr. BLAIR. I should be glad to hear it.

Mr. COKE. Very well, I will read it. The portion yon would like
to hear particularly I intended to read. I send it to the desk to be
read.

The Becretary read as follows:

THE PLATFORM—OUTEAGES DENOUNCED.

ETee Cpors

on p m and resolutions, beg Ieave to report as fol-

We cordially matify the nomination of that eminent statesman and tried sol-
dier, Benjamin Harrison, for President, and that able financier and philan-
thropic eitizen., Levi P. Morton, for Vice-President, and do hereby pledge them
our hearty su rt.

‘We hereby declare that we are in thorough accord with the platform promul-
gated by the late national convention at Ch ,and with the prineiples of the
national Republiean ns enunciated, ned.and interpreted in the recent
letter of Benjamin I ison accepting the nomination of the Republiean party

for President.

We demand such national legislation asw;llgiva adequate protection to wool,
hides. and all Texas products and indust;

s citizens of this great State, the mul.unl welfnmof which is to us paramonunt
towery partisan consideration, we deplore the existence of these outrages which
have been recently committed in anBend and Washi n Counties,

e believe that the growth, devel mant, and of this great State
nor imperi by the lawless acts of certain parties in
these counties. We denounce these outrages and demand that their perpetra-
huobcpnnhhedmo(djngtoﬂuhwofthahnd,wi ut regard to party afiil-

n.

Mr. BLAIR. I ask the Senator if he does not approve of that lan-
guage in the Republican platform ?

Mr. COKE. That plank, of course I do.

Mr. BLAIR. I supposed so.

Mr. COKE. That was the one I intended reading for the Senator’s
benefit.

Mr. BLAIR. Then in regard to what they say of wool and other
things that relate to the general prosperity of Texas? [Laughter,]

Mr. COKE. Ihavenothingtosayaboutthat justnow. [Laughter.]

Mr. BLAIR. I supposed so.

Mr. COKE. Let the reading continue.

The Secretary continued the reading, as follows:

In view of the fact that the Republicans of Texas have already placed a full
electoral ticket in the ﬂ.eld. and the further fact that there is no reasonable prob-
ability of electing a State R bli ticket, we hereby express our conviction
that it would be unwiseand inexpedient under these and other existing circum-
stances for the Republicans of Texas to piace in the field any eandidate or can-

didates for State offices.
Respectfully submitted.

‘We, your com
lows:

EUGENE MARSHALL, Chairman.

A molion to receive the report and discharge the committee was made, This
was ob to, and an amendment that the report be received and adopted
was pul to the house, The result was that the amendment was adopted by a
vote of 256 to 130,

A mo!.ion thanking the chair and officers and the citizens of Fort Worth was

ado

J R‘E:hard Nelson introduced a resolution indorsing the Globe-Democrat as the

faithful friend of the colored pao’ple of the Southwest, This was also adopted.
On motion of Richard Allen, of Harris, a campaign committee was provided

for, De Gress was made the chairman, with power to make up the commit-

tee by appointing on it one Republican from each Congressional district.

The convention then adjourned sine die.

Mr. COKE. Ihavehad that read for thugurpoaeofnsilingthe false-
hood that has been repeated in the press in the Senate that the Re-
publican party were afraid to put ont a ticket in Texas.

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator answer me the question in what way
that platform proves that the Republican party were not afraid to put
out a ticket?

Mr. COKE. The recital of the platform, the last clanse of it:

In view of the fact that the Republicans ot Texas have already placed a full
electoral ticket in the field, and the further fact that there is no reasonable prob-
ability of electing a State Be{;ub!imn ticket, we hereby express our conviction
that it would be unwise and inexpedient under these and other existing circum-
stances for the Republicans of Texas to place in the field any candidate or can-
didates for State offices.

Mr. BLAIR. Now, I ask the Senator’s attention to that clause in
view of the fact that there is no reasonable probability of the Repub-
licans electing a State officer; is not that a pecunliar form of expres-
sion, and how does the Senator account for the fact there stated ?

Mr. COKE. If the Senator will allow me to proceed, he will find——

Mr. BLAIR. If the Senator understands my question by a sort of
mental process which does not require me to state it, if he takes it
naturally, and he sees the point, I certainly shall ba very glad to have
him answer it.

Mr. COKE. The Republican party of Texas is in o hopeless minor-
ity. At this time there are some two or three other political parties
in Texas. All of them together may present a respectable appearance
and poll a respectable vote. For the purpose of joining fortunes with
these the Republican party of Texas simply does not put a ticket in
the field. and it is understood that the Republicans are to vote with -
these other parties I have referred to.

Mr. BLAIR. Will the Senator name those parties?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator {rom Texas yield
to the Senator from New Hampshire?

Mr. COKE. I will yield now.

Mr. BLAIR. Isimply wish toask, does the Senator mean by “ these
other parties " the Prohibitionists ?

Mr. COKE. They are the Prohibitionists and the Union Labor
party, the Non-partisan party, and well, several others, the names of
which I do not remember now.

Mr. BLAIR. The Prohibitionists being the chief; and is it not prob-
able, then, this combination is made with the Prohibitionists in the
hope of dividing the Texas delegation in the Senate and securing the
support of the Senator’s colleagune?

Mr. COKE. The Senator can answer that question to suit himself,
[Langhter.] All that I have to say about it is that the statement
heretofore made in the Senate, that has been repeated in the Senate,
that the Republicans refased to put out a ticket becanse they were
afraid to do it, is not true, and this platform proves it; thepmceedmgs
of the Republican convention at Austin prove it; the P
the Republican eonvention at Gainesville are clear proof of it. how,
Mr. President, I hope since that statement has been nailed to the coun-
ter it will be allowed to remain there and will not be taken up and
used again in this canvass, It is untrue. The facts show it to be un-
true. The Republicans of Texas themselves have denounced it as un-
true and certainly it ought to be taken to be untrue.

Mr. President, with reference to the difficulty in Fort Bend County,
about which something was said afew minutes ago, I have a statement
here in a paper from that county:

REPUBLICANISM V8. ASSASSINATION.

On the night of August 1, 1888, Mr. J. M. Shamblin, & peacenble and most
worthy eitizen of this cmun!y, was eruelly murdered by an unkrown assassin
while sitting quietly at his home at night, surrounded by his wilz and ehildran.
On the front gate of Mr, Shamblin's yard was tacked a notice which read as
follows, some allerations being mnade in the punctuation and spelling.

I will ask that this notice be read by the Secretary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read.

The Secretary read as follows:

“*I am just from town and full of h—1I in the neck. Mr. Shamblin, you have
been holding Democratic meetings with the negroes, and you have said that
any negro that don’t vote the Democratic ticket is sticking a knife in your
child’s side. The Republicans have declared that no Democrat shall beallowed
to hold any Democratic meeting inany pnvnte pince among the ignorant race
of negroes. It is said that Grandpa Harrison’s pants won hmBenny,buannny
is going to wear them before the end of time, The Republican party is going
to hold their heads up if they die hard. We will bave no Demoerat to mislead
the ignorant negro astray. You are the man to lead them astray and euttheir
throats and suck their blood. Iam a Republican, and have no use for a d—n
Democrat. This is a lesson to all d—n cut-throat Democrats to hold no more -
Democratic meetings with the ignorant negro race of people.”

This notice was written on a slip of paper torn from a railroad time-bools,
and co: nded exactly with the missing page of a time-book found in the
possession of William Caldwell, a negro, while the writing seemed identical
with the writing of Caldwell. This notice was published in nearly every daily
paper in the State, besides alarge number of weeklies, and the general impres-
sion conveyed was that Mr. Shamblin had been assassinated for political rea-
sons, and because he was an influential Democrat.

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, some two or three weeks afterwards
Mr. Frost, a very prominent citizen of Fort Bend County, living in
the same town with Mr. Shamblin, was going home abont 9 o’clock at
night, and as he opened his front gate was fired on from ambash and
seriously and badly wounded. Mr. Frost was, like Mr. Shamblin, a
prominent Democrat and white man. Steps were taken to try toaseer-
tain who the assassin was. The people failed to find who he was, but
suspicion rested very strongly upon three or four persons who were
negroes, and they were ordered to leave. Shamblin had been mur-
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dered in his own honse surrounded by his wife and children; Frost
had been shot down at his own gate as he was going home at night.

Mark the conservatism of those people when not being entirely sat-
isfied, having strong proof, but not that which amounted to legal evi-
dence, that certain parties were gunilty of this assassination, they offered
them no violence, but as a measure of defense, as a measure of self-pro-
tection, as a measure to preserve the lives of other citizens, simply
ordered them to leave; and they did leave. That was a Democratic
outrage; but two Democrats—one was murdered in the presenceof his
wife and children, and an attempt was made to murder the other, and
he was grievously wounded when he was going into his own yard at
might. That is the Fort Bend occurrence. That is the transaction
denonnced here by the Senator from New Hampshire as a Democratic
outrage. That is all there is about that. No dropof Republican blood
has been shed in Fort Bend County; but one Democrat has been bru-
tally butchered and another cripled and maimed for life by the shot
of a Republican assassin.

Now, as to Washington County, the Senator from Wisconsin says
that three negroes were taken out and hanged. This is true; but he
failed to state the whole truth, and it is as reprehensible in morals as
in law to fail to state the whole truth as it is to fail to state the truth
at all. These three negroes wers taken out of jailand hanged. They
were taken out by a masked mob; and why were they taken out?
They were taken out because they were accessories to the murder of
young Bolton, another white man.

Notice the fact, Mr. President, that the assassin’sshot has yet struck
no Republican. The blood that has been shed has been the blood of
white men and of Democrats in Fort Bend Connty and in Washington
County, except the three negroes who were taken out of jail and hanged
by a masked mob. These three negroes, as I stated here on a former
occasion, for safe-keeping,in view of the violence that was feared against
them, were sent to Houston and placed in jail there, and just before
court met, and when it was believed that the feeling had subsided, they
were sent back for trial to Brenham. -Then it was that the jail was
broken into and they were taken outand hung. They werehung for that
for which men from the earliest history of this country have been hung,
and in the way that men have been hung ever since these United States
have been acountry. Itwasnotrightto takethem from thejailand hang
them. Itwasnotrighttodothis; Idonotjustifyit; butIdosaythatthe
motive which prompted these men to take and hang these negroes was
the same motive that has prompted similar performances in every State
in this Union. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] said
that nothing of that sort has ever occurred in Connecticut. I was in-
terrupted to be so informed when this question was before the Senate
heretofore, and I excepted Connecticut. I do not believe there is a
State in this Union in which mobs have not hung men, and I believe
that there are!some States every county in which have witnessed sim-
ilar violations of law.

The effort to make thisout political is unworthy of a Senator. There
was nothing political aboutit. The man who fired the shot that killed
young Bolton is, I believe, alive now. These negroes were accessories.
The feeling engendered by the murder of Bolton prompted the break-
ing of the jail and the hanging of these negroes, and not any political
motive or political purpose.

Another Democratic outrage which is paraded before the country is
the killing of Joseph Hoffman. Hoffman was a candidate for a county
office on the Democratic ticket. He was a Republican, but the same
shot that killed Hoffman also killed Holt, the most active, aggressive,
and pushing Democrat in Washington County. Hoffiman and Holt
were sitting together, and the assassin fired and killed both of them.
Hoffman was running on a Democratic ticket, and Holt was one of the
leading Democrats of the connty; and yet the assassin who killed both’
of them with one shot is said to Lave perpetrated a Demoeratic out-

Hoffman is the only man in Texas, so faras the testimony before the
Senate goes, who has been struck by a bullet, because there is no proof
of any other. While he was a Republican he was running on a mixed
ticket, on a Democratic ticket, and the man who was killed with him
was one of the most extreme Democrats in the county.

These are the Texas outrages; these are the outrages that have been
kept for two or three years to fire the Northern mind for the purpose
of gaining votes for the Republican ticket !

Mr. President, I find in the platform which has been read in the
hearing of the Senate—

Wed the outrages in Fort Bend and in Washington Counties.

And the outrages in Fort Bend and in Washington Counties are those
that T have recited to you. They speak of no others in this platform.
In one hundred and ninety counties in Texas the transactions that I
have narrated to you are the only ones they can rake and scrape to as-
gail' Texas on. Isuppose two and one-half millions of people—people
from every country under the sun, not homogeneous people like your
people in the Northern and Eagtern States, but they are people from
everywhere, who have not yet had time to be fused into a homogeneous
mass, a condition of society which presents the very best conditions for
wviolence and personal collision, and yet only two counties are found in

ﬂﬁe State where a mendacious Republican press are willing to frame a
charge.

Mr. President, I dislike discussions of this character. I have to be
driven into them. I believe there is no statesmanshipin them . Ibe-
lieve they are derogatory to the dignity and character of the Senate.
I believe they are disgraceful to this body. And yet my State has been
attacked, my people have been slandered and traduced, and I speak in
their defense only when driven to the wall. If gentlemen have any-
thing legitimate tosay against Texas let them say it. Butwhena great
State like that is arraigned before the American people and the Amer-
ican Congress, I submit that charges of graver import than these should
be brought against her.,

I think, as I remarked awhile ago in answer to a question of my
friend on my left, that we have 2,500,000 at least of people iff Texas,
and I will say about that 2,500,000 people that there are not 2,500,000
people in this Union who are doing more to make this a grand and a
glorious country than they are.

We have there, Mr. President, the raw material of wool and of cot-
ton and of hides to keep all the spindles and artisans in the United
States who manafacture those materials going for an indefinite time.
We have 8,000 miles of railroad, and it is being increased annually at
the rate of from 1,000 to 1,500 miles. After feeding our people, we
sent out $175,000,000 worth of products to other States and to foreign
countries for sale. We are discharging our duty the best we know
how, and we think we know as well how as the Senator from Wis-
consin and the Senator from New Hampshire. At all events we are
attending strictly to our own business, and we challenge any State in
the Union to present a better record for social order than the Republic-
an platform of Texas by the clearest implieation shows that we have.

I do not care to thrash over old straw. This question was up some
ten days or two weeks ago and was discussed. It is brought up again.
It seems to be kept on tap to be used on any and all oceasions. I have
nothing further to say aboat it than that the allegations made against
the people of Washington County, the people of Fort Bend County, and
the people of Texas generally, are infamous slanders and falsehoods
such as should never have been heard in the American Senate.

Mr. SPOONER Mr. President, I am surprised that the remark I
made to the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAIR] has led the
Senator from Texas [Mr. CoxE] to repeat, with some variations nof
altogether creditable to him, I think, the speech which he submitted
on another occasion. I did not intend, I assure the Senate, to bring
into debate again by the remark I made the Washington County out-
rages. The Senator from Texas gratuitously informs me that a sup-
pression of the truth is as bad as a falsehood. When I want a teacher
in ethics, Mr. President, I shall not go to Texas for one.

The Senator says that this discussion, and I am warranted in sup-
posing that he includes the discussion of kindred topics, is a disgrace
to this body. That depends, in my judgment, upon the manner of de-
bate. I know of no subject better befitting the dignity of the United
States Senate than the maintenance of constitutional right in the citi-
zen of the United States. I know of no question which dignified Sen-
ators can better afford in the discharge of their duty to investigate and
todebate than questions affecting the well-being and safety of republican
government, and to determine whether there beany place in the United
States where the rights of citizenship are denied to men entitled tothem.
There is nothing in the subject which warrants theanimadversion of the
Senator from Texas, and so far as my participation in this debate is con-
cerned there has been nothing in it, I submit, which tended to degrade
the Senate or which was notin harmony with the dignity which shounld
prevail here. The bandying of epithetsaboutthis Chamber is disgrace-
ful, no matter what the subject of debate may chance to be.

I am not to be taunted by the Senator from Texas or any other Sen-
ator with half telling the truth. The day when the manners of the
ne iver conld frighten men in the United States Senate has gone
by and gone by forever. [Applause in the galleries. ]

The PRESIDING OFFICER rapped with his gavel.

Mr. SPOONER. This is a place for debate, for argnment, not for
abuse. The assumption that I have prejudice or hatred against the
State of Texas, or the people of Texas, or the people of the South, is
utterly without foundation. I want to see the South prosperous. I
have withheld no vote since I became a member of this body which
could by any possibility tend to build up the South, nor shall I do so;
but when I am charged by the Senate of the United States with the
performance of a daty, when I am bidden to investigate charges against
a county in the State of Texas, or in any other State, and in the dis-
charge of that duty I find that the rights of citizenship are denied there,
that the law is trampled upon there, and that men in high station
wink at it, and that the people of a county applaud it, and not only
applaud it but reward it, I should be unworthy a place in this Senate
if I did not say so to the Senate, and say so to the people of the United
States.

The Senator can not meet this case, his colleagues can not meet kin-
dred cases, by saying that this is for political effect, that it is to arouse
the public mind simply for election purposes. I wish it might arouse
the public mind to rightly appreciate that there is a community where




1888.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE.

9005

Judge Kirk, the man who helped to plan and carry out- the infamous
outrages upon the franchise in Washington County, Texas, is decorated,
is nominated again to preside over the orphans’ court, and poor Joe
Hoftman, the German-Republican soldier, is shot to death like a dog.
If such things do not arouse the indignation of liberty-loving people,
then the people of this country have undergone a change, and not a
change for the better either.

Mr. President, I spoke with absolute sincerity the other day when
I said that the whole debate and the entire subject was disagreeable to
me. I wish there were no spot or place under our flag where a citizen
can not exercise all the rights of a citizen. Itake no pleasure in what
I believe to be the fact, that in certain portions of this country those
rights are denied and trampled upon for political purposes. It will
not do for the Senator in answer to this to turn to usand say * We have
so many thousand miles of railroad,’” ** We haveso many hides,”” ** We
have so many farms.”’ You can not stop the ears of the people of the
United States with greenbacks. They will not be deaf to petitions for
relief or insensible to outrage and wrong perpetrated npon citizens; and
the sooner that is realized in every part of this country the better it
will be for us all.

The Senator from Texas the other day—and it showed how hard
pushed he was for argument in this matter—when I read a letter from
Joe Hoffman, in which he expressed his fear, and stated that he had
been threatened, the letter of a brave, true-hearted man, which must
touch every sensitive heart, challenged the authenticity of it becaunse it
was sent to me from Topeka by Judge Hackworth, and by the way I
am told by the President of the Senate that Judge Hackworth is re-
spected in Topeka, Kans,, where he has built up a successful business,

Mr. COKE. They do not know him.

Mr. SPOONER. Perhaps not. We shall see.

Mr. COKE. They will find him out.

Mr. SPOONER. We shall see. He can vote there as he pleases, and
can live there and ean do business and is in no danger of being shot
down and in no danger of being driven out. The Senator challenged
the authenticity of the letter of Joe Hoffman upon the ground that it
came from Hackworth. Mr. President, I have seen letters from Joe
Hoffman; one of which came from Texas directed to Washington to a
gentleman residing here. The post-mark is the Hempstead and Aus-
tin railway post-office, the same one that was upon the envelope con-
taining Joe Hoffman’s letter to Mr. Hackworth, which I read in the
hearing of the Senate some days since. The matter of post-mark was
the great point upon which the distingnished Senator from Texas
wanted the Senate and the people of the conatry to ignore what was
stated in that letter and to consider it as a fabrication.

I have a letter from a gentleman in Brenham, Tex., before me ad-
dressed to me, and itis post-marked in the same way. I have a letter
also which did not come directly t6 me which states how Joe Hoffman
died. It says:

He walked up the sidewalk as far as Murphy's, and there he met Jim—

That is, Jim Holt—
and told him that they were after us—

Referring to another, aud not to Holt.

The letter states that they had been followed for nearly half an
honr, and continues:

Jim, with anoath, said, ** Joe, I will protect you; yonare in no danger here: "

and they both sat down in the front door, one on each side, facing the court-
house, and had not sat there very long before the buckshot came, Joe jumped
up and said, *'Oh, Lord, what will become of my poor children?’ and fell dead
in the next door. Jim jumped upand tried to help Joe in the house, not know-
ing that he was shot, and while doing so he fell in a faint, and the doctor pro-
nounced him also dead.
° He did not die immediately, but since then has died. The other day
the Senator from Texas repeatedly announced, and based a portion of
his argument upon ik, that Joe Hoffman was a Democrat. To-day he
corrects that blunder—I beg pardon; I will endeavor to be more court-
eous than the Senator—he corgects that mistake and admits—

Mr. COKE. If the Senator will allow me, I stated that Mr. Ioff-
man was running on a Democratic ticket, not that he was a Democrat.

Mr. SPOONER. The Senate will remember the colloquy between
the Senator from New York [ Mr. EvARTs] and the Senator from Texas
upon that subject, and I am very certain that my recollection of it is

accurate.

Mr. COKE. I will remark that the Senator may possibly be aceu-
rate. I never hieard of the case at all until I saw it in the newspaper
dispatches; but that he was running on the Democratic ticket was
certain, and that is what I stated certainly when I spoke the other
day.

Mr. SPOONER. The Senator stated repeatedly, I think, that he
was a Democrat and that he was running on the Demoeratic ticket.
I stated that he was a Republican and that he was running on a union
or mixed ticket, the formation of which was advised by Judge Hack-
worth, and in opposition to the regular Democratic ticket headed by
Judge Kirk, which is the fact as I understand it.

Now, Mr. President, there can be no mistake about the accuracy and
foundation of the charges made against the people of Washington
County, Texas, as to the election which took place there in 1886, and
the Senator from Texas can not sucecessfully combat the facts nor meet
the case in the way which it has pleased him to adopt.

I stated the other day to the Senator, and I state it again to the Sen-
ate and to the people, that the testimony shows that one ballot-box and
the tally-list were forcibly seized by armed men at night, as they were
being taken by oflicials to the county seat, from the custodians of them.
I stated, and the testimony clearly shows it, that at one of the polling-
places, Flewellyn, armed men, disguised, pushed their way into the
room when the ballots were being counted, interrupted the officers
in the discharge of that duty, and that one of the raiders was shot; the
Senator says murdered. This was Mr. Bolton.

Mr President, every colored man in the room at that poll—and there
were three or more, I think—testified to the facts as I state them. Two
white Democrats'who were present, after some prevarication admit-
ted some of the facts but denied others.

The Senator—and that is his wont in dealing with this transaction—
discards ns utterly unworthy of credit the testimony of colored Repub-
lican witnesses and accepts as God’s truth, no matter by how many
contradicted or how absurd in itself, or how inconsistent with circum-
stances, the testimony of one or two white Democrats.

Now, sir, I have before me a letter signed by the United States dis-
trict attorney of that district, a Democrat :é:pointed by this Adminis-
tration, Rudolph Kleberg. It is also signed by Thomas H. Franklin,
appointed by the Attorney-General as special counsel to assist in the
prosecution of these men under indictment in the Federal court for
perpetrating these outrages.

. The testimony before the commiftee, not at all overthrown in my
judgment, was that the man Bolton was in disgunise; that he had on
what was called a ‘‘slicker,”” or yellow oil-proof coat; that there was
a handkerchief over his face, and I want to call the attention of the
Senator from Texas and of the Senate in order to show what I hope no
Senator here deems necessary should be shown, that this is not the
work of a Republican committee gotten up now on the eve of election
simply for partisan purposes, to the report these gentlemen made to the
Attorney-General of the United States, dated December 21, 1887, which
commences thus:

CockEe, DENMAN & FRANKLIN, ATTORNEYS,
; San Anlonio, Bexar County, Texas, D\ 21, 1887,

Deanr 8m : Yours of the 14th instant, reﬁajxesling a report upon the Wi
ton County election cases in United States district court at Austin, together
copy of letter from Senator CokE therein inclosed, received.

eplying thereto, we beg leave to say:

The indictment upon which a trial was had at the last term of said court ab
Austin contained the following counts:

First count, charging conspiracy to interfere with the officers of eleclion a$
Flewellyn precinct, in said Washinglon County, in the performance of duties
required of them by law, at which said election a member of the Federal Con-
gress was voted for and elected.

ISfcond count, charging conspiracy to commit similar offenses at Graball pre-
ecint,

Third count, charging the robbing of the ballot-box at Graball precinet, ‘

Fourth count, charging general conspiracy to interfere with officers of elec-
tion at Graball, Flewellyn & Lolt's store,

The indictment is not before us and we stale its contents from memory,

Motion was made to quash the bill and overruled.

The Government proved the following facts on the trial:

1. That an election was held as charged in the indictment, the eandidates for
Congress thereat being Hon. R. Q. Mills and — Rankin.

2. That the election precinets named in the bill were heavily Republican,

3. That there were two local parties in the field at said election, a straight Re-
publican and ** People’s "' or Democratic party.

4, That the Republican ticket was printed on a diamond-sha; ballot.

5. That at the precincts named in the bill the officers of election had decided
to count the diamond-sha.Pod ballots, but at other precincts they were declared
illegal by the officers of tion and not ted. At none of these last-men-
tioned polling places were the officers of election interfered with in any way.

6. That if allthe diamond-shaped ballots cast had been counted,also the votes
at Flewellyn, Graball, and Lott's Store, then the straight Republican ticket
would have been elected by a large majority.

7. That on the night of the election whilst the officers of election at Graball
were counting the votes, the ballots and ballot-box were fi nrrclth' taken hy armed
men, who were masked by having white cloths or handkerchiefs tied over the
lower part of their faces.

8. That on the night after the election the ballot-bex containing the ballots
cast at Lott's Store was forcibly taken from one of the officers of election by
masked and armed men while said officer was taking the same to the county
seat, as required by law.,

9. That on the night of the election armed and masked men undertook to
take the ballot-box at Flewellyn, when one of them, subsequently proved to be
Dewees Bolton. was shot dead by anegro named Polk Hill, who is now, we are
informed, in jailin Milam County, Texas. The defendants contended thatwhen
shot Bolton was alone, unarmed, and unmasked; but—

I am asking now the attention of the Senate, not to any statement
from Republicans of the Senate or elsewhere, but to this statement by
the United States district attorney and his assistant in this case upon
the subject of Bolten’s visit to the polls and his disguise, ete.—
but this theory, we believe, was thoroughly demolished by the Government,
Bolton’s own father testifying that when he got to his son’s body, shortly after
the shooting, he (his son) had on a **slicker,” or rain coat, and had a
chief knotted around his throat, The weather was dry and mild, and no ne-
cessity was shown for the use of such a coat on such a night.

10. That a number of negroes who were presént when Bolton was shot were
arrested and put in jail the day after the killing, and subsequently three of the
number were taken from jail by a mob and hanged.

11, The Government then proceeded to show by evidence thatthe defendants
were some of the conspirators who participated in the alleged conspiracy and
the ncis done in pursuance thereof. The testimony on this branch of the case
was in the main circumstantial. It was shown that they took an active partin
the eanvass in the interest of the People’s ticket; that some of them were can-
didates for office on that ticket; that some of them were at different voting-
places on election day,armed ; that some of them had threatened negroes be-
cause of their activity in the canvass; that some of them had threatened the life
of some of the Government witnesses; that they were seen together leaving
Chapell Hill on the night of the election and going in the direction of Graball;
that later at night some of them were seen,together with other persons not
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identified, and were guided into a short road to Graball ; that defendant Kirk

,left Brenham about b o'clock of the evening of election day and rode to Chapell
Hill; when next heard of that night he is at Flewellyn about midnight, mlki;;f
inquirgna to how the vote stood ; that he called out the iding election ofii-
cer and held a brief conversation with him, then rode nﬂ{ and shortly after the
attempt was made to rob the box; that at 12 m, of that day he sent to D. D.
Bolton !.h; lh}llowing telegram from Brenham: ** Things here look gloomy ; do
your work,

Other cireumstances tending to identify the defendants were proven, but we
do not deem it necessary to here refer to them, but simply state that we believe
the facts do show that the defendantis on trial participated in the commission of
the offenses charged.

The defendants each relied npon an alibi as a defense. None of them testified
in their own behalf, but introduced a number of witnesses to establish that de-
fense. argument 1 for the defl ded that grave offenses against
the law had been shown by the testimony, but contended 1hat the defendants
were not the guilty ies, They also contended that the offenses committed
were violations of the State and not the Federal statutes. The real issueinthe
ease, however, is simply this: Are the defendanis the persons or some of the
persons who committed the offenses in the bill?

The Government did not undertake to show that these defendants had con-
spired torob ballot-boxes, and had robbed ballot-boxes, with the single intent
to affect the result of the Congressional election, for the resunlt of their con-
:Enmy and the effect of their acts necessarily affected the Congressional elec-

, regardless

of the motive which prompted the conspiracy and directed the

We do not understand the law to be that one ean rob a ballot-box in which
citizens have east their ballots for a member of Congress, and destroy the votes
cast for such member, and then elaim immunity from punishment under the
laws of the United States upon the ground that his intent in the robbery and
his purpose in such destruction was not to affect the Congressional eontest, but
:.:u e&sﬁ some candidate for constable who had been voted for on the same

o ;

We think the authorities establish the law to be that the Federal statutes
were enacted to secure fairness at Congressional elections, and to protect the
citizen in the free exercise of his right of suilrage at such an election. We re-

fer to the following adjudications:
Ez parte Yarborough, 110 U, 8., 651. Ex parte Siebold, 100 U. 8., 371404,
TUnited States vs. Jackson, 25 Fed. Rep., 8. United Btates vs. McBosdy, 20 Fed.

., 807,
R"ﬁmjury trying the case found someof the defendants not guilty on the count
charging them with the robbery of the Graball box and d upon all other
counts in the !:rﬂtl‘.-. None of the defendants have been acquitted on any of the
eonspiracy coun

The stenographic report of the trial is inthe hands of the clerk of the Federal
court at Austin. It is very voluminouns and in some inaccurate,

Thess cases have received our attention and the facts an impartial con-
sideration by us. We have not allowed the Republicans of Washington County
to gve any politieal coloring to the proseciution, nor have we permitted our at-

t to the Demoeratic party to sway us from the full performance of our
duty as sworn officers of the Government in the &usecutlon of the defendants,
‘We have given them a quiet, determined, and impartial prosecution, and be-
lieve it was demanded by the offenses committed and the facts eonnecting them
with the commission of same. .

ng the facts in our on calmly and impartially, we are con-
wvineed that show the commission of grave offenses against the laws of the
Federal Government by the indicted parties; and if sueh offenses are left un-
prosecuted and the perpetrators unpunished the right of suffrage in this covn-
try can bave no protection save that which each citizen may tind in his own

strong arm.

The stability of this Government depends on the virtue of its citizens, and that
wirtue can only be earried into the Government through the mediumof the bal-
lot-box; and if in one community the right of suffrage of & number of citizens
is trampled upon by others, who are mitted by organized society to go *un-
whipped of justice,” then certainly the lawless el t in any unity is

iven full license to d over the virtuous, and order will scon resolve

tself into chaoa.

So believing, we feel that it is our duty to prosccute these cases to a final hear-
ing, and if the defendants are acqui that the responsibility of such acquittal
ghould rest with a jury of their countrymen.

This being our duty, we must either do it and be true to onr oaths as officers
of the Government, or not do it and be false to our oaths and false to ourselyves.

If the De; t of Justice wishes these prosecutions dismissed and shall
so direct, we shall follow instructions, informing the court of our directions; but
if we are not sodirected we shall bring these cases to trial, if possible, and give
the defendants a fair hearing and a vigorous prosecution.

Vi ully, your obedient servant,
i RUD. KELEBERG,
Uniled States Altorney.
THOS. H. FRANKLIN,
Special 4 t in Washington County Election Cases.

Hon. A. H. GARLAXD,
Attorney-General, Washington, D, C,

Let the Senator give his attention to this report when he asserts the
falsity and slanderous character of the allegations that wrong and out-
rage characterized that election.

Let it be remembered upon this subject that Bolton’s own father
testified that when he reached him after he was shot he ‘* had on a
sglicker orrain coat, and had a handkerchief knotted around his throat;’
and that District Attorney Kleberg says ‘‘that the weather was dry
and mild and no necessity was shown for the use of such a coat on such
a night.”

Whether this was ‘‘disguise '’ or not under the circumstances the
Senate and the country can judge. I appeal from the Senator to the
testimony and to the United States district attorney and his associnte.

‘What stronger corroboration conld there be of the negro officers of
that poll than this statement made by the Democratic United States
attorney (and the special counsel) to his official superior, Attorney-
Geuneral Garland ?

Now, that was not all. This man Kirk, the county judge of that

county, at the time a candidate upon that ticket which was called the-

People's ticket, was on the witness stand here. He was the ring-
leader in the piracy, the representative of the Democracy in that
controversy. He testified that alonz in the afternoon he heard that
in the Republican precincts the vote was going strongly against them.
The father of this dead man, Bolton, was a candidate upon the ticket,
and Judge Kirk, after evading over and over again questions put to

him, squirming and prevaricating like a witness who did not dare to
tell the truth, admitted that he had sent to Bolton, the elder, a tele-
glram in the afternoon of election day, saying that things looked
oomy. 2
I asked him repeatedly, “Did you say, ‘Things look gloomy; get in
your work, or do your work?’ "’ He could remember, he testified, that

. he sent a telegram saying *‘Things look gloomy;’’ but althongh the

telegram was followed by the death of his friend engaged in ** getting in
the work,”’” which I believe he bade him to do, he could not remember,
he testified, whether he used the words, ““Getin’’ or *‘do your work,"’
orany words of thekind. On the frial in Austin the telegram was pro-
duced, and it read, ‘' Things look gloomy; do your work.”

Can any man misunderstand that? What was the ‘*‘work?’ The
“‘work * was that which followed in that county. It was the raid upon
the ballot-box at Flewellyn; it was the raid upon the ballot-box a little
later at Graball, and not a witness, Democrat or Republican, denied
that armed men came to the Graball poll-box and deinanded that the
eount be stopped and that the ballots be delivered to them, as I rec-
ollect it; it wasthe Lott’s Store affairalso. This was the *“work,”’ and
it was efficiently done. .

Another significant fact is that about 5 o'clock on that afternoon
Judge Kirk, who was at Brenham, the county seat, 16or 17 miles away
from these polling-places, hired a horse at the livery stable and rode
to three, I think, of the polls where these men a little later *‘ got in
their work,”” Thus it will be seen that there was not only one but
three or four instances, as the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER]
knows, in Washington County where the polls or ballots and returns
were interfered with, and they were all colored Republican precinets,
of course,

Mr. TELLER. There were four. ’

Mr. SPOONER. Beyond any possible question there was not an
honest election nor a fair count.

How are these allegations, established as they are, sought to be met ?
By telling the people the number of thousands of miles of railroad they
have in Texas, the number of hides, the number of sheep, the capacity
of Texas to set the spindles going all over the United States! Is this
sufficient ?

Mr. President, the rights of cifizenship are higher than the interests
of trade. Nothing can be dearer than those. We want the trade ot
the South; we want increased and ever increasing commerce between
the sections, but if it is only to be had upon the condition of indiffer-
ence to outrage upon the rights of citizenship, and violationslong con-
tinued and boldly avowed of the Constitution, then sir, the price of
such trade and commerce is too high !

In a few days the report of the commitiee upon this case will have
been presented. All the testimony will be laid before the Senate.
That it has not been done before is no fault of mine. I assisted in
taking the testimony, but I was not chairman of the subcommittee
and was charged with no duty in connection with preparing or sub-
mitting the report. .

1 stated on another occasion that I did not consider isolated cases of
outrage upon citizens chargeable necessarily to the people of an en-
tire State. 'The first day that the Senator from Texas who sits at my
left [Mr. REAGAN] intervened in this Lounisiana debate I so asserted.
I reassert it now, with thisqualification. The people of a State arenot
responsible for it unless they approve it and adopt it. They are not
chargeable with or responsible for outrages perpetrated unless there be
there a public sentiment which sustains those who perpetrate them and
which exempis those who perpetrate them from punishment. The
same is true, of course, asto a county or city. I regretto say that there
was too much of this sentiment in the State of Texas, itappears to me,
which tolerated ifit did not approve these things done in Washing-
ton County. )

The testimony of ex-Governor Ireland before the eommittee was that,
although he was informed while yet governor of the Stute of the fact
that these three colored men, who had simply*been arrested upon sus-
picion, who had had no trial, no hearing, no chance for their lives,
had been taken out and hanged, he offered no reward for the appre-
hension of the murderers. The testimony showed thal no steps were
taken by the officials of the county—and the county attorney elected
at that election and the connty judge were Democrats—up to the time
the last evidence was given before our committee to attempt to ferret
out the perpetrators of these outrages or to bring them to justice.

‘When these men were indicted by a grand juryin the United States
court and brought to trial charged with these outrages upon the bal-
lot-box, believed by the Democratic officials who prosecuted them to
be guilty, and after one jury had disagreed and another acquitted them,
as was probably to be expected, they being defended by eminent vol-
unteer connsel, some of the lending Democrats of Washington County
raised a fund, as I am informed, and I think there is some testimony
before the committee to that purport, to pay the expenses of the de-
fense. Some of them purchased a gold-headed cane for one of the coun-
sel, and they resolutions thanking counsel that they had de-
fended these gentry without asking any fee.

It does not seem to me, however it may seem to the Senator from
Texas, as if in this instance the public sentiment of Texas was as
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strong and vigorous as it ought to have been in securing punishment
to thiose who so grievously trampled upon the rights of its citizens.

Now, Mr. President, a few words generally upon this subject and I
shall be through with it. For introducing the resolntion providing
for an investigation into the circumstances attending the death of Jo-
seph Hoffman, with especial reference to ascertaining whether he was
killed becanse of the testimony he had given or was expected to give
before a Senate committee, I have been charged by numerous Demo-
cratic papers North and South with * flaunting the bloody shirt,”
with being ‘“*narrow?’’ and ‘‘sectinal,’’ and with being a “‘South
hater.”’

I care nothing for that. That is now fo be expected. I venture to
say that whenever any one from this time forth in the SBenate of the
United States gives heed to any man’s petition alleging that he has
been outraged in his rights of citizenship in any Southern State at a
national election and raises his voice for investigation he will be de-
nounced as narrow-minded and sectional and asa flaunter of the bloody
shirt. That will deter no however, from the discharge of duty.

The Senator from Texas [ Mr. CokE] said the other day in substance,
““Let us alone; what we want is to be let alone.”” That was the cry
of the South once before. All we want is what we are entitled to have,
and that is that every man in the United States who is entitled under
the Constitution of the United States to vote and to exercise the rights
of American citizenship pertaining to the elective franchise, whether
he lives in Texas or in Louisiana or in Wisconsin, shall exercise the
right nndisturbed and undismayed.

Js that asking too much? Bloody shirt, forsooth! We are not
talking about the war. I hearnothing said about the war here. This
is currrent; this is something that is happening now, which we were
charged to investigate, and which the resolution pending before the
Ben’ate provides for investigating., *‘It is a condition which confronts
s, 1

Shall we be deterred from listening to such voices as Joe Hoffman’s
because these Senators say '‘ You are preventing the return of fra-
ternal feeling?’ For myself I say no, Mr. President. The Republic-
an party has accepted the results of the war. The people of the North
have accepted the results of the war. The South piled a mountain of
debt upon our people and they are cheerfully paying it, and have been
for over a score of years. You never hear a grumble or a whimper
abont its amount, nor a word about its origin.

They filled the land with the graves of our citizens and friends. We
walk quietly among them and sirew them with flowers, with sorrowing
hearts, from which the bitterness is quite gone. That wrong was long
ago forgiven, evidenced by due form of law, representing the sentiment
of the Northern people.

The Executive Departments and the foreign service contain a great
number of those who served against the Union. We do not like it, in
Jarge part because of the methods by which the resnlt has been brought
about, and we shall prevent an early recurrence of it if we can. But
our protest is a peaceful and a quiet one. In it there is nothing of
violence. We all rejoice in a restored Union, in a people living under
one Constitution. We only insist that that Constitution shall be every-
where obeyed, and the rights which it guaranties everywhere recog-
nized and observed. .

The only men I know of in this country who have not accepted the
results of the war are our friends from the South. It is not the people
of the North. One of the results of the war, whether a wise one or an
unwise one, was that the male negro of proper age should have the
right to vote. If was given him by the Constitution. The Sonth has
to all intents and purposes deprived him of it. It isuseless to attempt
to deny it. It is vain in reply toit to talk about the purchase of votes
in Rhode Island. The Senators from Rhode Island can take care of
that charge when they are present. The vote of the Southern Repub-
lican has disappeared. The negro has ceased in the last few years to
cast his vote and have it counted. His citizenship, new born and
highly prized, is barren of fruitage for him, except of bitterness.
‘Where has that ballot gone? Has the negro become a Demoerat?
Nobody can pretend it. Has he grown weary of the ballot? Who so
Plc;ld as to claim that? It is not consistent with the characteristics of

he race. .

The negro, just brought out from bondage into the light of freedom,
placed beside his master in respect of legal rights with the great badge
of sovereignty, the ballot, in his hand,, told by the Constitution that
he had a right to walk beside his old master and overseer up to the
polls and deposit his vote as a citizen of the United States, was as proud
of it as any human being counld be of a kingly crown. Has he grown
tired of it, as a child wearies of a toy, and cast it aside? Who believes
it? No man who stops to think.

What has become of that ballgt? Thirteen or more large volumes
printed by the Government, filled with testimony taken during a series
of years by direction of Congress, of outrage piled upon outrage, mas-
sacre piled upon massacre, fraud upon fraud, explain why it is that the
colored vote of the South is gone. ‘*There is little violence now,’’ it
iIf said'. “* The cases are only sporadic; all is quiet, and peace reigns.”

eace ! i
He makes a solitude, and ealls it—peaco,

. Years of intimidation and frand and wrong have done their work
and accomplished their purpose. How long is this to last? The Sen-
ator from Mississippi [Mr., WALTHALL]—and I know of no man who
has more thoroughly my respect and my admiration for every manly
quality—made a speech the other day upon the subject, temperate,
dignified, and eloguent; but he who I believe would willingly deny to
no man his rights was bound to say, practically—I do not attempt to
give his langnage—that where the negroes are in a majority, and voting
would elect their tickets, white or black, the superior race, the white
race, will not yield to that result.

That is what we are told, also, by the Senators from Texas and Loui-
siana. What does it mean in its full significance? This at least: That
the Constitution which gives the negro the right to vote is to be nul-

counted it would be potential. It means the systematic and avowed
continnance of denial, by force where it is necessary, by threats where
they will answer, by fraud where that is adequate, of rights given by
the Constitution as plainly as the right to trial by jury, or the right
to the free and unrestricted worship of God. ;

I admib it is in some of its aspects a delicate, difficult, and troublous
problem. But it is a mistake to suppose that it is a matter of purely
local concern which affects simply the people of the SBouth. 'We of the
North have great, almost vital interest in it. Before the war three-
fifths only of the negroes entered into the basis of representation.
,Now, nnder the new order of ihings, they are all counted. It was in-
evitable that the elevation of the negro to the plane of citizenship
shouald bring about a corresponding enlargement in the Sonthern basis
of representation. No man for a moment could suppose that that in-
crease in the basis would ever have been granted except as the natural
concomitant of negro suffrage. The Southern States receive, by reason
of the change in the basis of representation, born out of the enlarged
suffrage, additional representation in the House of Representatives and
the electoral college. Without those members the political complexion
of the House of Representatives to-day would be different. Without
those additional votes in the electoral college the political complexion
of the Administration would be different,

To wield the increased power growing out of the enlarged representa-
tion, granted solely upon the enlarged suffrage, and to deny the right
of suffrage is ntterly indefensible from any standpoint, and has relation
not simply to the local affairs of the South, but it is a matter of vital
consequence to the whole people. Thus it comes about that by reason
of systematic denial of constitutional right, by methods which I will
not elaborate, for they are familiar to the country, our friends from the
South have disproportionate power in the Government, in the Halls of
Congress, and in the Electoral College. When the North protestsagainst
this inequality it is not a good answer to say that it is a ‘*race issue,’”
and that the white race, whatever comes, will rule, This is simply an
assertion of the right of minority role, and that I charge to be its effect
in the Government to-day. 'We are told that it is to be permanent, at
any rate so long as the colored and white Republicans together con-
stitute, where their votes are cast and counted, a majority.

I do not know, sir, how long the people of the North will be willing
to tolerate this condition of affairs, but I undertake to say that they
will not tolerate it always; thatit will bring in time a condition of pub-
licsentimentat the North which willsolidify the North against the South
until this inequality is removed, and that the time will come, however
unpopular it may be to-day in some quarters, when one standing in the
Benate of the United States, or elsewhere, and protesting against intimi-
dation, frand, and outrage in the South, which deprives the negro of his
vote, and at thesame timegives to the South this disproportionate power
in the Government, will not be putdown in public estimation by denun-
ciation, ot by the ery of ** bloody shirt,”” *South hater,”’ or the assertion
that it is a matter of purely local concern. I deny that it is a matter
of local interest simply whether every man who has a right to vote in
Texas for member of Congress is permitted to vote or not. The people
of Wisconsin are interested in it. It is not simply a matter of interest
to Georgia whether afew people there may elect more members of Con-
gress than the great mass of people in the State from which I come.

This is not simply a matter of justice to the negro; it is a matter of
justice to the North; it is a matter of maintaining constitutional
equality among the States, and a matter that affects the interests of
the whole people, and that goes to the foundation of our system of gov-
ernment. This attempt to extinguish upon the race plea, or any other,
the exercise of the right by the colored man or the white Republican,
clearly possessed under the Constitution, to vote as he chooses, and to
have his vote counted as cast, and returned as counted, is an outrage
not simply upon the negro, but itis a crime against the North and
against our system of government. If the suffrage be not kept pure
and free the blood of our body-politic is poisoned. This condition will
bring trouble in the South itself in the not distant future, of a serious
kind, not pleasant to contemplate.

Mr. President, this bold proclamatiom of intention to deny in any
section of the country rights conferred by the Constitution is not likely
to be of other than deleterions influence in respect for and observance
of the law generally, Those who habitually and with impunity dis-

regard, by force and otherwise, rights as sacred as the right to vote are

lified, is to go for nothing wherever that vote is such that if cast and
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likely to lose respect for other rights and to hold in diminishing rever-
ence the majesty of the law.

Call this partisan speech, if it be agreeable so to do. Appeal, by
way of foil to it, to the desire of our great cities for Sonthern trade.
I prophesy that the time will come, and is not far distant, if it be not
already here, when this question of constitutional rights, of fair play
and justice, so dear to the people of the United States will be deemed
of greater worth and higher importance than any question or consid-
eration of trade between the sections or of polities.

I think the assault which we are now endeavoring to meet upon the
industries of the United States and the interests of labor, and upon
the industrial independence of this country, to be due largely to this
disproportionate power exercised by the South in the affairs of this
Government. It is this that brings abount the singular fact that the
great State of Texas, not distinguished especially for its manufactures
certainly, though it may be for its hides and'some other things, fur-
nishes to the country a chairman of the committee on Ways and Means,
and that so many of his confréres npon that potential committee rep-
resent States not distingnished atall for great manufacturing interests,
or for the dignified and prosperous labor which pervades the North.
The singular fact that gives Arkansas a representative upon that com-
mittee and leaves New York without one is marked evidence of theun-
due power exerted by the South in the Government to-day, becaunse of
the extinction of the negro vote.

Mr. President, I did not intend or expect, as I stated at the ountset,
1o be drawn into this debate to-day at all. T had not intended when
the resolution should be reported from the committee, providing for
an investigation into the circumstances attending the death of Joseph
Hoffman, to occupy the time of the Senate in further debate upon the
Washington County election of 1886, but I have felt called upon, partly
by what the Senator from Texas has deemed it proper for him to say,
although I think some of his ntterances were discourteous and, so far
as I am concerned, gratuitous, and ¥ because of the manner of his
speech, to ask the attention of the Senate for a few moments. My ob-
servations have been desultory and have taken more time than I in-
tended. I make mno apology for it, however, as I know of no subject
more entitled to attention.

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, the facts alleged against Texas are the
transacticns in Washington and Fort Bend Counties. The Senator from
‘Wisconsin makes no explanation of the Fort Bend County transaction.
He bases his entire remarks upon the transactions in Washington
County.

MrfxBPOONER. Will the Senator allow me?

Mr. COKE. Certainly.

Mr. SPOONER. I have not investigated the Fort Bend transaction.
I have made no argument in the Senate now or at any other time about
the Fort Bend transaction. I have simply confined myself to the sub-
ject-matter which was committed to me and to other Senators by the
Senate.

Mr. COKE. The Senator has confined himself to the Washington
County transaction. I callattentionagaintothefactthatthe indictment
of the State of Texas by the Republican convention at Fort Worth,
which adjourned about three days ago, is confined to transactions al-
1 to have occurred in Fort Bend and Washington Counties. No
allegation of any charge is made as to any other county than those two.

For the purpose of showing that the negroes who were hanged were
justifiable, and therefore thatit was very much more criminal conduct
on the part of the mob who hanged them, the Senator has asserted that
they were justifiable in killing Bolton, becaunse he says Bolton went to
the polls armed and disgunised.

Mr. SPOONER. I assume that the Senator would not willingly

resent me.

Mr, COKE. I will not.

Mr, SPOONER. I have never admitted for one moment, because I

the testimony as clear and overwhelming upon the subject, that
the three negroes who were hanged had anything whatever to do with
the killing of Bolton any more than the Senator from Texas had. I
asserted this, and I assert it again, I believe Bolton was killed, as the
district attorney says he was, by Polk Hill, who is in jail under in-
dictment. He has been tried once, I think, and the jury disagreed,
and heis to be tried again. I justified on a former occasion the killing
of Bolton upon my understanding of the testimony that he went there
armed to interrupt the count, and to demand the ballot-box and the
tally-list. I justify it now.

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, standing here as a Senator of the United
Btates from Texas, I put my assertion as to what that testimony means
against the assertion of the Senator from Wisconsin, and I do say that
the proof shows conclusively, the weight and bulk and mass of the
proof, that Bolton was unarmed; that he was undisguised; that he sim-
ply went to the poll ashe had a right to do, and was shot down by this
negro, Polk Hill, and that other negroes who were there, and three of
whom were hung, were accessories to the crime.

Mr. SPOONER. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas yield
1o the Senator from Wisconsin?

Mr. COKE. I did not interrupt the Senator.
this time, but not again.

Mr. SPOONER. I do not mean to—— ;

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas yields.

Mr. SPOONER. The Senator says he puts his statement of the tes-
timony against mine. That of conrse he has a right to do, and that of
course I expected him fo do and I am willing he should do. T should
like to ask him what he has to say about the testimony of Bolton’s
father, referred to in the districtattorney’s communication, and also
about the statement of the district attorney and his assistant?

Mr. COKE. I was going to refer to that. With regard to the state-
ment of Bolton’s father that young Bolton had a handkerchief tied
around his neck, that he had a slicker on, anybody who conld manu-
facture those facts into a circumstance of suspicion against Bolton is
certainly of an exceedingly suspicious nature.

Mr. SPOONER. Then Isubmit the Senator onght to secure the re-
moval of that district attorney as incompetent.

Mr. COKE. The proof is here in thisececord that the night was cold
enough for an overcoat. Two witneésses testified to that. Oneof them
testified that he carried the supper of one of the men who was at the
polls to him, and was* told to bring his overcoat with him. Another
witness swears that when the shooting occurred he was lying on an
overcoat asleep.

Nothing is more common in the South than for one of these slickers,
as they are called—they are wet-weather overcoats, that is all—to
be worn by people. There is nothing more common; and as for Bolton
having a handkerchief tied around his neck, it isa very common habit
among laboring people to attire themselves in that way. Is it suspil
cious that a man should have a handkerchief tied around hisneck? Is
it suspicious that he should have an overcoat on when others found it
cold enoungh for an overcoat that same night? Yet those two facts are
adverted to by the Senator {from Wisconsin as evidence that Bolton was
there armed and disgunised.

I assert the fact to be—and becanse it has to rest on the assertion of
either the Senator from Wisconsin or myself is certainly not my fault,
because he belongs to the committee which has charge of the testi-
mony, and he shonld have it on every Senator'sdesk—Iassertthefactto
be that the testimony proves conclusively that Bolton was murdered
by a negro, and that the negroes hung were most probably accessories
to the fact before and after. I do not justify the faking out and hang-
ing of these negroes in Brenham. It ought not to have been done;
but it was done by a mob who were moved to do it, not because of any
political reason, not to subserve any political purpose, but because
Bolton had been murdered in cold blood by this negro, Polk Hill, and
the others were along with him.

I say that is the fact. I have here a volume of the testimony, one
that I procured from the Senator from Alabama (Mr. PueH], who is
a member of the committee, and it is through his grace alone that I
have any of the testimony. I have it here before me, and I shall ask,
unless the Senator from Wisconsin will agree that it shall be inserted
in my remarks, that the proceedings of the coroner’s inquest in regard
to the killing of Mr. Bolton be read by the Secretary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no ohjection it will be so
ordered. The Chair hears no objection.

The matter referred to is as follows:

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COROSNER'S INQUEST IN REGARD TO THE KILLING OF W,
D, BOULTOS.

CoUxTY OF WASHINGTON, Stale of Texas :

An inquest taken -the 2d day of November, A. . 1886, at B. T. Flewellen’s
residence in said county of Washington, before J. A. Vernon, justice of peace
of said county, upon the view of the dead body of W.D. Boulton, by William
Ford, J. T. Lots, M. A. MecCalip, 8. H. Hatfield, John Alexander,8. T. Aubrey,
good and lawful jurors of said eounty, who, being in due form sworn, say that
the said W, D. Boulton came to his death at about 11 o’clock E.m.b a shotgun
wound in the hands of Poke Hill, and further believe that Chad Felder, Will-
inm Davis, John Glass, Felix Kinlow, Stewart Jones, and Ande Hays, and Ste-
phen Jackson were accessories to the killing of deceased ; and further believe
that deceased came to his death by the advice of Ed. Lockett,

J. A. VERNON,
J. P, Prectuct No, 1, Washington County, Texas,
W. G. FORD.

8. T. AUBREY,

H. H. HATFIELD,
J. T, LOTT,

J. R. ALEXANDER.
M, A, McCALIP,

[No.1.—Testimony of William Davis, duly sworn.]

T, William Davis, was sitting near the hiouse of R.T. Flewellen, by a tree,and
heard two reportsof a shotgun and a noise in the house. Goingup to the house,
1 saw Poke Hill coming out of the door of snid house, saying, *'1 have killed two
men and my gun is empty; Davis,give me your gun.” There was here five
men with shotguns, with the names of John Glass, Felix Xenlow, Poke Iill,
Stewart Jones, Ande Hays,all colored men. Stephen Jackson told us, *if we
want a gun to go and get mine,”” This happened on the 2d day of November,
1586,

I will yield to him

VWAL (his x mark) DAVIS,
[No, 2.—Testimony of Alfred Jones, sworn.]

Mr. Ed. Lockett told me, It is our duty to guard this box at R. T. Flewel-
len’s place,” and throngh the advice of Mr. Ed Lockett, John Glass, Ande H"ém
Felix Kenlow, Poke Hill, and Willinm Davis came here with shotguns, 1 di
not hear of any threata to intimidate any person_on the F’ound on the 2d day
of November, 1880, ALFRED (his x mark) JONES,
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[No. 8.—Teslimony of A. H. Rogers, duly sworn.]

The first I know of it wasat about11 o’clock p. m., while I wis lying on my bed
in the room where the election was held. To my best recollection I saw Poke
Hill, Ande Hays, and Felix Kenlow and Stewart Jones in the said room, but I
did not see any guns in the room. I saw Poke Hill going out several times
frior to the shooting, but never after the shooting, on the 2d day of November,

B85,

A, H. ROGERS.

[No. 4.—Testimony of Jolin Glass, duly sworn.]

I saw William Davis, Felix Kenlow, Poke Hill, Stewart Jones, Ande Hays
with shotguns on the place of R. T. Flewellen’s. The report of the sholgun
woke me up, and I did not see anybody after the shooting, which happened
about 11 o'cloek p. m. on the 2d day of November, 1886,

JOHN (his x mark) GLASS,

[No. 5.—Testimony of Ande Hays, duly sworn.]

I was in the room where the election was held, my gun was sitting on the
llery of the house; when the door south in room l%pemad deceased, after be-
ng invited to come in, was shot directly after Polke Hill went out of the north
door, his gun being out on the gallery ; deceased camein quietly and said noth-
ing about the box and was not disguised. The shooting took place on the 2d
day of November, 1856, There was in the room C Felder, Felix Kenlow,
Poke Hill, and Stewart Jones; I believe that Poke Hill is the man who done
the shooting. Gunshot was fired in the north door, deceased killed in thesouth
door, Iam satisfied that Poke Hill was the man, as he was standing in the

door.
ANDE (his x mark) HAYS.

[No.8.—Testimony of Dick Robertson, duly sworn. ]

I was the presiding officer of the ballot-box on the R.T.Flewellen place on
the 2d day of November, 1886. We were eounting the votes when the shooting
took place. Bome one knocked on the door, an 1
deceased was let in, The same time the door opened, Poke Hill, who was sit-
ting in the room, got up and went to the opposite door,and a shotgu" was fired

o gingereake-colored person. I feel satisfied that a darkey of tue descrip-
tion of Poke Hill did the shooting, uniess mmebod'f.hwns standing behind the
door; he had fully time to pick up a shotgumn. e election was going on
quieﬁy and I d d it not ¥ to have any guards whatever on the
ground. At the time of the shooting there were in the room present Lewis
Pennington, Chad Felder, Tom Jones, Felix Kenlaw, and Ande Hays.

J. R. ROBERTSON.

3 [No. 7.—Testimony of William Cawse.]

I was one of the clerks of election held on the place of R. T. Flewellen. There
was in the room at the time of the shooting Felix Kenlaw, Ande Hays, Lewis
Pennington, Chad Felder. The same time that the south door opened, Poke
{Hill left his seat and ran to the north door and opened the same door, and di-
recily o shot was fired and deceased fell to the floor. The election was quiet,
and it was not necessary to have any guards.

WM. CAWSE,

|No. 8.—Testimony of Felix Kenlaw, duly sworn.]

I was sitting in the room looking on. Poke Hill was sitting near me, and as
soon as somebody knocked on the door Poke Hill, who got up and ran to the
opposite door, picked up his shotgun,which was out on the gailer)l-. Isaw him
cocked the gan and shot the deceased, and I knew it was Poke Hill who did
the shooting, He told me himself that he had killed a man, and laughed when
be said it. I was lying under the bed and could see plainly. There was pres-

eont in the room Ande Hays, Stewart Jones, William Cawse, Poke Hill, and the

officers of the election. The shooting took place about 11 or 12 o’clock p. m., in

the room of the house of R. T. Flewellen. The election was quiet and orderly.
FELIX (his x mark) KENLAW.

[No. 9.—Testimony of Lewis Pennington, duly sworn.]

I was one of the judges of the election held on the 2d day of November, 1886,
The election was going on quietly and orderly. I was busy counting votes
when somebody knocked on the door; the same time Poke Hill got up from his
seat and ran to the door. I do not know who did the shooting, which took
place about 11 o’clock p. m. Outside the officers of the election, there were
present in the room Chad Felder, Ande Hays, Felix Kenlaw, and Poke Hill

went out the door,
LEWIS (his x mark) PENNINGTON,
[No. 10—Testimony of Tom Jones, duly sworn.]

Iwas one of the clerksof the election, sitting at the table with my back toward
the south door. I saw Poke Hil! go to the north door before the south door
opened. As soon as the door opened I turned my face, and saw a white man
coming in the door with uplified hands holding a E}:lo‘l. and as soon as I saw

person I went out of the same door. I kaow that Poke Hill had a gunon
the ground. There was present outside of the officers Chad Felder, Ande
Hays, Poke Hill. The shooting took place on the 2d day of November, 1885, in
the hoase of R. T. Flewellen.
T. M. JONES,

[Statement of Lewis Pennington, being re-examined.]
1 did not see anybody coming in the door disguised with a pistol in hand. I
was gitting close to the fire-place in plain view of the two doors.
LEWIS (his x mark) PENNINGTON,

[No. 11.—Testimony of Ephraim Jones, duly sworn.]

I was taking supper to Jones and n!onE with it a shotgun to guard the polls;
then I went out and went to sleep on John Glass’s overcoat ﬁnﬁ I never woke
up till I heard two reports of a shotgun., I ran off around the house and made
for home. There had shotguns in possession, William Davis, Felix Kenlaw, Poke
Hill, Andiy Hays, for the protection of the box under the advice of Chad Felder.
The election was going on quietly. The shooting was done at about 11 o’clock
p.m., in the house of R.T. Flewellen,on the 2d day of November, 1885,

EPHRATM JONES,

[No. 12.—Testimony of Stephen Jackson, duly sworn. ]

I was on the election ground on the 2d day of November, 1888, and Alfred
Jones and Poke Hill asked me for a pistol, but I declined it, but let Poke Hill
have my shotgun, losded, to keep the polls guarded. My gun was returned to
me, both barrels empty, by Sallie Jones, wife of Oliver Jones,

EPHRAIM (his x mark) JONES,

This is to certify that this is a true and correct statement of the testimony
given, .
P. KUHNEL, Recorder,

-

THE STATE oF TExAs, County of Washington:
I, C. F. Herbst, clerk of the district court of Washington County, Texas, do

XIX——564

after being asked to come in,

hereby certify that the forcgoing is a true and correct copy of the original in-
quest papers in case of W, 1), Bolion, deceased, now on file in said court.

Given under my hand and the sea! of said court, at officer n Brenham, this
5th day of February, A. D, 1837,

[sEAL.] C. F. HERBST, Clerk,

Mr. COKE. If Bolton was murdered, as I honestly believe he was,
as I believe the testimony shows he was, while it does not justify these
men in taking these negroes out of jail and hanging them, it does re-
move the deed from the category in which the Senator from Wisconsin
has placed it, that of being a cold-blooded, premeditated murder for a
political cause. Politics had nothing to do with it. These white men
were incited by the brutal murder of Bolton, and they avenged him in
this way. Polk Hill, the man who pulled the trigger and fired the
gun that killed Bolton, is alive now. He was taken up to the Milam
County jail. The three men who were hanged, unfortunately were
brought back to Brenham to be tried, and the anthorities were mis-
taken in supposing that the feeling against them had subsided. That
is the statement of that transaction.

Here is the platform of the Republican convention which met at Fort
Worth three or four days ago, which charges the Fort Bend aud the
Washington County transactions as all the outrages they have to com-
plain of in Texas, and I have stated the history of these, so that the
Senate can see for itself whether they were Democratic ontrages,

The fact is patent, it stands out in bold relief, that no Republican
was killed until Hoffman was killed, and that with Hoffman was also
killed the leading Democrat of Washington County.

No Republican was killed in Fort Bend County, but one Democrat
was killed and another was attempted to be killed. Bolton was a
white man and a Democrat, and he was murdered in Washington
County. Hoffman was running on a ticket that the Democrats were
friendly to, and he was sitting with Holt, the leading Democrat in the
connty, and was killed with Holt by the same shot. That is the whole
of it. ;

With reference to the testimony of the district attorney and the coun-
gcl employed by the State, I know both of them well; they are both
good men, both honest men, both honorable men; they are like all other
lawyers, though. They have identified themselves with this case, and
although they had two trials, presided over by a Republican judge and
the law charged as strongly as it was possible to charge it against the
prisoners, the theory of these gentlemen was reversed; it was denied
in the verdict of the jury who acquitted the prisoners. They are not
impartial witnesses; they are witnesses whose judgment can not be re-
lied upon, because they have been heated up in the prosecution of the
case.

The Senator from Wisconsin makes divers and various charges against
the people of the South, and especially against the people of Texas
and the people of Washington County upon testimony which he does
not exhibit here, upon private letters which he doubtless is not at lib-
erty to exhibit,

Mr. SPOONER. If the Senator will allow me—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Texas yield?

Mr. COKE. Yes, sir. -

Mr. SPOONER. What I have said about this matter this afternoon
was in reply to a review by the Senator from Texas of the testimony
not before the Senate. I did not inaugurate it. I want to say in re-
gard to the letter which the Senator says I am not at liberty to ex-
hibit, that I would exhibit it cheerfully if it were not for the fact that
I fear it would cost the writer his life, and the writer fears it also.

Mr. COKE. Thatis a sample of the way in which the people of
my section of country are talked about. I have a letter in which the
Senator’s name is called in connection with the eviction in the State
of Towa of families of poor helpless women and children, evictions that
parallel in atrecity and circumstances of pathos any that.have ever
occurred in Ireland.

Mr. SPOONER. Mr. President——

Mr. COKE. I decline to be interrupted in the middle of a sentence.
I say the Senator’s name is mentioned in that letter, but I do not con-
demn the Senator upon it. I do not condemn the people of Iowa upon
it, becanse men, women, and children were ejected from sections and
quarter-sections and subdivisions of land at the suit of a great railroad
corporation, land that they had oceupied some of them for forty years, so
this informant tells me, some of them for twenty years, and he gives an
instance of a poor woman who saw everything she had in the world
thrown into the road and her home of many years taken from her.
She became insane, so this informant states, and now is in a lunatic
asylum. He gives the facts.

I do not use such a letter for the purpose of making allegations
against the people of Iowa or against the Senator from Wisconsin. I
would not do it. He has not hesitated to brand the people whom I
have the honor to represent in a way that in my judgment would jus-
tify me in using this letter for all it is worth.

There is one thing, Mr. President, the people of the South have never
done. They have never warred on women and children. They have
never taken at the behest of railroad corporations the homes from
women and children and left them in the public road to starve and
freeze or take care of’ themselves. If the Senator desires to make an
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issue, let him make it; I will meet him. He will find that there are
blows to receive as well as togive. Theslanders that have been hurled
at the people I representshall not go unanswered, for they are slanders,
come from what source they may.

Mr. SPOONER. Mr. President, we started in to debate the Texas
ountrages. Very much fo my surprise, the result is a debate by the
Sengtor from Texas npon what I suppose may be deemed the Spooner
outrages. I do not know to what the Senator from Texas alludes. I
want to say, however, in r to his speech, or that portion of it
personal to myself, two things: In the first place, it will not divert the

attention of the people of the United States from the outrages perpe- |

trated in Washington County, Texas, upon the ballot. The people will
be too discriminating not to see thatit is a pettifogging effort to divert
the sttention of the jury from the trial of the case to something which
does not relate to the case.

In the next place I want to say—and I shall endeavor to keep myself
entirely within parliamentary bounds, and if I shall succeed in doing
that I will succeed where the Senator from Texas, with his greater
age and his greater experience, has signally failed several times to-
day—that the man ontside of this Chamber who states that as counsel
or as owner, directly or indirectly, in any way whatever, I was the in-
strument of turning any man or woman in Iowa or out of Iowa from
his or her land or from his or her cabin, whether a quarter-section or a
quarter of an acre, is a liar. I say that of any man who makes that
charge outside of the Senate.

I sappose the Senator refers to the fact that after I became a member
of the Senate I argued a cause in the Supreme Court by printed brief
‘between the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company on
the one hand and the Sioux City and St. Paul Railway Company on
the other. I was employed to argue that cause before I was elected to
the Senate or before I ever thought of being a candidate for the Sen-
ate. It was nota controversy in which any individual was interested.
1t was not acontroversy in which the United States was interested. It
was a controversy simply between two railway corporations as to which
was entitled to overlapping lands. i that duty. That
ended my connection with that client, and I have never had from that
day to this any professional connection with it or any knowledge of its
litigation. .

Mr. COKE. I desire to ask the Senator—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Wisconsin
yield to the Senator from Texas?

Mr. SPOONER. Certainly.

Mr, COKE. I ask the Senator if it was not charged—I do not say
that the Senator was counsel, I say that his name was mentioned in
this letter——

Mr. SPOONER. In what?

Mr. COKE. I gay the Senator’s name was mentioned in the letter
to which I have referred, and I ask the Senator if there was not a
charge made in the State of Iowa that there was collusion between the
two railroad companies, and that this collusion excluded the consid-

*eration of questions that it was believed would redound to the interest
of settlers on the land? I ask if that charge was not made?

Mr. SPOONER. I do not know anything about what charge was
made in the State of Iowa, and I do not know what charge was made
in the letter to which the Senator refers. The Senator from Texas
is at liberty to use any letter he has in his ion referring to me.
I argued that cause in the Snpreme Court of the United States and that
ended my connection with the business. What has been done since in
the way of evictions I know nothing whatever about.

Mr. COKE. Iask the Senator if there were not charges of collusion
between the counsel in the case which excluded questions in which the
gettlers were interested, and if a member of Congress from Iowa did
not telegraph to Governor Larrabee to send the attorney-general of that
State here to intervene and protect the rights of settlers against the
collusion ? -

Mr. SPOONER. I know nothing about that. I know that a day
or two after that cause was argued in the Supreme Court of the United
States a falsehood and a slander a; about my connection with it
in relation to my discharge of duty in the Senate. In one of the news-
papers published in the city of New York it was charged that I offered

the goor of the Senate and advocated an amendment for a client
whom a day or two afterwards I represented in the Supreme Court of
the UInited States. That charge was utterly false. I offered an amend-
ment in the Senate under eircumstances which rendered it necessary
for me to do it for my opponent in that cause, for a railroad company
in whose service I bad never been a moment in my life, and I voted
ﬁiﬂﬂ my client and for a bill which the then Senator from Minnesota,

. McMillan, representing that interest, fonght to the utmost of -his
ability. Beyond that charge which was madein the newspaper, which
was false and unjust in itself, and which was answered—— :

Mr. COKE. I know nothing about that charge.

Mr. SPOONER. Beyond that I know nothing about the matter to
which the Senator refers. If anybody has been evicted in the State of
Towa, I suppose it has been in proceedings in thecourts. I know noth-
inngl:iatt]:?erabcmt any such matter. I never had any connection what-
ever it. :

While I have not been at all personal to the Senator from Texas, my
relations with him have been entirely pleasant. I have simply at-
tempted to do my duty in discussing guestions which were involved in
an investigation made by me in conjunction with other Senators under
an order of the Senate; and while I regard his attempt in defense of the
State of Texas as of a character to draw me personally into disrepute in
the Senate or in the country, as of a character which outside of tge Sen-
ate I would denominate differently from what I would do here, I want
to say to the Senator that he in part, as I have been informed—I will
not say it—

Mr. COKE. Sayit.

Mr. SPOONER. I have discussed this case upon its merits.

Mr. COKE. Say it

Mxt‘. SPOONER. I shall not go into personalities of the sort in the
Senate.

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 50 minutes p. m.)
the Senate adjourned until Monday, October 1, 1888, at 12 o’clock m.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
THURSDAY, September 27, 1888,

The House met at 12 o’clock m. Prayer by Rev. J. A. PRICE, of
Washington, D. C. .

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCooE, its Secretary, annonnced
that the Senate had agreed to amendments of the House to bills of the
following titles: ]

A bill (8. 249) fo prevent the manufacture or sale of adulterated food
or drugs in the District of Columbia; and

A bill (8. 3168) regulating admissions to the institution of the As-
sociation for Works of Merey in certain ecases, and for other purposes,

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the fol-
lowing concurrent resolutions of the House:

A resolution for printing 5,000 copies of the report of Capt. M. A,
Healy, of the United States revenue marine, upon the cruise of the
revenue-steamer Corwin in the Arctic Ocean in the year 1884;

A resolution for printing 5,000 copies of the report of Capt. M. A,
Healy, of the United States revenue marine, upon the ernise of the
revenue-steamer Corwin in the Arctic Ocean in the year 1885; and

A resolution for printing 3,000 copies of the report of Lieut. Charles
C. Rogers, United States Navy, on the Panama Canal.

‘The message also announced that the Senate had adopted the follow-
ing resolutions; in which the concurrence of the House was requested:

A resolution for printing 5,000 additional copies of the report of the
Superintendent of the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey for the
year ending June 30, 1887; and

A resolution for printing the reportof the Commissioner of Edueation
for 1887 and 1888.

The message also announced that the Senate had agreed to the addi-
tional amendments of the House to the bill (H. R. 10060) prescribing
the times for salesand for notice of salesof property in the District of Co-
lumbia for overdue taxes.

The message also announced that the Senate had non-concurred in
the amendment of the House to the joint resolution (8. R. 110) in aid of
the sufferers from yellow fever, asked a conference with the House on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and had appointed as conferees
on the part of the Senate Mr. EDMUNDS, Mr. ALLISON, and Mr. Cock-
RELL.-

The message also announced that the Senate had passed, with amend-
ments in which the concurrence of the House was requested, bills of
the following titles:

A bill (H. R. 4039) granting a pension to Mary A. Pfeiffer;

A bill EH. I3. 10881) granting a pension to Nancy J. Cotner.

The message also announced that the Senate had passed bills of the
following titles; in which the coneurrence of the House was requested:

A bill (8. 1839) for the relief of Daniel C. Rodman and others, sure-
ties on the bond of Ozias Morgan;

A bill (8. 2182) to amend sections 4488 and 4489 of the Revised Stat-
utes requiring life-saving appliances on steamers;

A bill (8. 2098) concerning the settlement of the boundary lines be-
tween Connecticut and Rhode Island;

A bill (8. 3124) creating three additional land offices in the State of
Colorado;

A bill (8. 3390) to create the Lincoln land district in the Territory
of New Mexico;

A bill (8. 3427) to amend section 4474 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States;

A bill (8. 3438) to refund illegal internal-revenue tax collected of the
late Alexander W. Baldwin, as United States district judge for the dis-
irict of Nevada;

A bill (8. 704) granting a pension to Thomas Redmond, late private
Company K, Fourth United States Infantry;
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A bill (8. 1598) granting to Truman A, Morton a pension of $21 a
month;

A bill (8. 2363) for the relief of John W, Combs;

A bill (8. 2374) for the relief of David Gray Pnrman

A bill (8. 2623) granting an increase of pension to J ames Patterson;

A bill (8. 3104) granting an increase of pension to Albert H. Smith;

A bill (8. 3387) granting a pension to Charles 5. Hamilton;

A hill (8. 3397; granting an increase of pension to Caroline M. Me-

A%ﬁ]l (8. 3423) granting a pension to Irenc Rucker Sheridan, widow
of General P. H. Sheridan;

A bill (8. 3428) gmntmg a pension to Mary C. Thompson;

A bill (8. 3429) granting a pension to Maria N. Abbey;

A bill (8. 3435} granting a pension to J. C. Haworth;

A bill (8. 3453) granting an increase of pension to Alfred T, McKin-
8€Y;
{i’ bill (8. 3456) granting a pension to David O. Sanborn;

A bill (8. 3457) granting a pension to Abigail Farley;

A bill (8. 3462) granting o pension to John Watson;

A bill (8. 3477) granting a pension to Minerva Griflith;

A bill (8. 3479) granting a pension to Sarah J. Powers;

A bill (8. 3492) granting a pension to John Pnrkumon,

A Dbill (8. 3502) granting a pension to Juliana Roitsch;

A bill (8. 3513) granting pensions to Powell’s Battalion of Missouri
Mounted Volunteers; and

A hill (8. 3540) granting a pension to Mary P. Myers.

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without
amendme.nt. bills of the following titles:

A bill (H. R. 200) granting a pension to Walter O. Watson;

A bill (H. R, 201) granting a pension to Edward Waters;

A bill (H. R. 508) granting a pension to Sarah F. Hawkins;

A bill EH. R. 968) granting a pension to H. 8. Sayre;

H. R. 1085) granting a pension to Thomas Rains;
R. 2073) granting an increase of pension to Danicl Will-

. R. 2120) granting a pension to Elizabeth Evans;
. R. 2139) granting a pension to George Rhody;
. R. 2471) granting a pension to Anna M. Noyes;
. R. 2472) granting a pension to Lydia A. Eaton;
A bill (H. R. 247-1} granting a pension to Joseph Lincoln Young;
A bill (H. R. 2566) for the relief of Phillip Kopplin;
A bill (H. R. 2689) granting a pension to Johanna Geyer, widow of
Gustav W. Geyer;
A bill (H. R. 2716)

o

granting a pension to J. W. Leight;

. R. 2788) granting a pension to Lient. Georga T. Russell;
R. 3152) for the relief of Arlington M. Harrington;

Ekhe
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3504) for the relief of John German;
. 3801) granting a pension to Nelson J. Crook;

- R.’'3908) increasing the pension of Jesse L. Garrett;

. R. 4038) granting a ‘penswn to Victor, Gertrnde, Marga-
en, minor children of Lient. George R. McGuire;

. R. 4102) granting a pension to Mary A. Carr;

. R. 48&0{ granting a pension to Ellen Kellay,
R. 5174) granting a pension to Statira Young;
. R. 5193) granting an increase of pension to Benjamin
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. R. 5740) granting a pension to Anson Ward;
. R. 6022) granting a pension to Smith Bodkms
. I&. 6201) granting a pension to John Robeson;
6309) for the relief of Mary A. Covey;
6409) for the relief of Perry R. Nye;
7185 nting a pension to Samuel Neikirk;
. R. 7410) for the relief of settlers upon 0Old Cnmp Sheri-
da reservation;
A bill (H. R. 7457) grantm;_., a pension to Eleanor D. Heath;
A bill %H. R. 7485) granting a pension to Mrs. Susan V. Wlleux
mother of Martin V. Wilcox;
. A bill (H. R. 7657) gmntmg a pension to Mary Woodworth, widow
of Ebenezer F. Woodworth;
A bill (H. R. 7912) for the relief of Frances P, Vernon;
A bill (H. R. 8200; granting a pens:on to Lydia Ann “'Jlber
A bill (H. R. 8553) granting a pension to Arabella Davis;
A bill (H. R. 8748) to increase the pension of Richard Johes;
A bill (H. R. 8993) for the relief of Shadrack W. Brown;
A bill ;H. R. 9106} granting a pension to Peter Liner;
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bill (H. R. 9148) to grant a pension to Jane Robinson;

bill (H. R. 9169) granting a pension to Tempy M. Johnston;
bill (H. R. 9182) granting a pension to Ransom Riley;

bill (H. R. 9341) granting a pension to Mrs. Dulcena Noel;
bill (H. R. 9358) to increase the pension of Rosalie O’Sullivan;

A bill (H. R. 9370) granting a pension to Susan Bates, widow of
Thomas Bates, late private Company A, Twenty-sixth Regiment, Mich-
igan Volunteers;

A bill (H. R. 93‘71} granting a pension to Betsey Williams, widow of
William R. Williams, private Company C, Eighth Regiment Michigan
Volunteers;

b

A bill (H. R. 9719) for the relief of Thomas Shackelford;

A bill (H. R. 9862) granting a pension to Benjamin F. Bair;

A bill (H. R. 9935) to increase the pension of Isaac Hurd;

A bill (H. R. 9975) granting a pension to Joseph Welsh;

A bill EH R. 10007) for the relief of Henry Rose;

A bill (H. R, 10017) granting a pension to Samuel Andemo‘n,

A bill (H. R. 1010'3;

A bill (H. R. 10106
pension-roll;

A bill (H. R. 10121) granting a pension to Sarah A. Mason;

A bill (H. R. 10122) granting a pension to Margaret Quinton;

A bill (H. R. 10159) granting a pension to Jenny Buell;

A bill (H. R. 10171) granting a pension to Rachel Rogers;

A bill (H. R. 101'?.3; granting a pension to Catharine Mullj

A bill (H. R. 10210) to increase the pension of Philip Thomas,

A bill (H. R. 10224) granting a pension to Elias H. Hall;

A bill (H. R. 10241) increasing the pension of Richard Porter;

A bill (H. R. 10245) granting an increase of pension to Hannibal
Kimball;

A bill (H. R. 10256) to place the name of Lucy Wagor, of Hillsdale,
Mich., on the pension-roll;

A bill (H. R. 10258) to place the name of Cyrus Millins, of Ogden
Centre, Mich., on the pension-roll;

A bill %H. R. 10274) granting a pension to Joseph W. Filler;

A bill (H. R. 10342) granting a pension to John Dauper;

A bill (H, R. 10504) granting a pension to Mary Hooper;

A bill (H. R. 10563) granting a pension to William 8. Latham;

A bill (H. R. 10@9; granting a pension to Washington Ryan;

A bill (H. R. 10661) granting a pension to Mrs. Sophia Vogelsang;

A bill (H. R. 10672) granting a pension o Mighill H.'Patten;

A bhill (H. R. 10687) granting a pension to Charles Junot;

A bill (H. R, 107052 granting a pension to Mary L. Tanner;

A bill (H. R, 10708) granting a pension to Jane E. Knoble;

A bill (H. R. 10738) to increase the pension of George C. Quiclk;

A bill (H. R. 10824) granting a pension to Mary A. Van Buskirk;

A bill (H. R. 10827) for the relief of Catharine Teegardin;

5 ;iﬂ&)ill (H. R. 10907) granting a pension to Henry Mitchell Young-
)

A bill (H. R. 10944) granting a pension to Victoria May;

A bill (H. R. 11005) grautmg a pension to Ester Gaven;

A Dbill (H. R. 11021) to increase the pension of Charles Hahneman;

A bill (H, R. 11029) for the relief of Mary Vanbnskirk;

A bill (H. R. 11030) granting a pension to Susan E. Latt,ura;

A bill (H. R. 11057) granting a pension to Margaret Gray;

A bill (H. R. 11222) granting a pension to Elizabeth He(,klcr

A bill (H. R, 11243) granting a pension to Mary E, McQueen, and

A bill (H. R. 11332) granting a pension to Eliza 8. Glass,

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with amend-
ments House bills of the following titles; asked a conference with the
House on said bills and amendments, and had appointed as conferees
on the part of the Senate Mr. DAWES, Mr. JoNES, of Arkansas, and
Mr. STOCKBRIDGE:

A bill (H. R. 6612) to grant right of way through the Indian Terri-
tory tothe St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, and for other

0SEs
pu.;pbill '(H. R. 7186) to anthorize the Leavenworth and Rio Grande
Railway Company to construct and operate a railway throngh the In-
dian Territory, and for other purposes; and

A bill (H. R. 7843) granting to Citrous Water Company right of way
across Papago Indian reservation in Maricopa County, Arizona.

The message also annonnced that the Senate insisted on its amend-
ments, disagreed to by the House, to the bill (H. R. 10896) making ap-
propriations to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1888, and for prior years, and for other purposes,
agreed to the conference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes
of the two Houses, and had appointed as conferees on the part of the
Senate Mr. HALE, Mr. ALLisoN, and Mr, COCKRELL, =

ISATAH FULLER.

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Acting At-
torney-General, recommending the appropriation of $301.50 in favor of
Isaiah Fuller; which was referred to the Commitiee on Appropriations.

ACCOUNTS OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Acting
Attorney-General, asking an appropriation to pay certain accounts of
United States attorneys; which was referred to the Committee on Ap-
propriations.

granting a pension to William Fairbanks;
to place the name of Matilda Spangler on the

RE-ENTRY OF HOMESTEADS.

The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill (8. 3559) to amend
section 2304 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, to allow per-
sons who have abandoned or relinguished their homestead entries to
make another entry.

Mr. McRAE. Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to consider that bill now.
This measure passed the House substantially in the %fneml bill, and
I hope consent will be given to take up the Senate bill and pass it.
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The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will
ask for objection.

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, to avoid the consumption of time, I
ask the gentleman to allow that bill to remain on the table until to-
morrow morning, as I wish to look at it in the mean time.

Mr. McRAE. Very well.

The SPEAKER. Without objection the hill will be held for the
present.

There was no ohjection, and it was so ordered.

MONUMENT AT SEARATOGA.

The SPEAKER laid before the House Senate bill 3460,appropriating
$10,000 for the completion ofa monument to commemorate thesurrender
of Burgoyne at Saratoga; which wasread a first and second time, referred
to the Committee on the Library, and ordered to be printed.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows:

To Mr. BOoTHMAN, indefinitely, on account of important business,

To Mr. OWEN, for ten days, on aceount of important business,

To Mr. PENINGTON, for one week, on account of important busi-
ness.

To Mr. FuNsTON, indefinitely, on account of important business.

To Mr. ENLOE, indefinitely, on account of important business.

To Mr. HoGa, indefinitely, on account of important business,

To Mr. BERRY, for this day, on account of private business.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED.

Mr. KILGORE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the fol-
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same:

A bill (8. 1501) granting an increase of pension to Madison M. Mere-

ith:

A bill (S. 1101) granting a pension to Rachel A. Sinkinson;
A bill (8. 1582) for the relief of the estate of Lucien Gougan;
A Dbill (8. 145) for the relief of Edward Braden and Job W. Angus;
A bill ES. 1500) granting a pension to Margaret M. Miller;
A Dbill (8. 1044) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to state
and settle the account of James M. Wilbur with the United States, and
to pay said Wilbur such sum of money as may be found due him
thereon;

A bill (S. 2201) for the relief of Laura E. Maddox, widow and ex-
ecutrix, and Robert Morrison, executor of Joseph H. Maddox, de-

A bill ES. 1668) for the relief of A. M. Woodruff;

A bill (8. 3471) to authorize the construction of bridges across the
Kentucky River, and its tributaries, by the Louisville Southern Rail-
road Company;

A bill (8. 1958) granting an inerease of pension to Eleanor B. Good-
fellow;

A bill (8. 2711) restoring Phebe McLaughlin to the pension-roll;

A bill (8. 2720) granting a pension to John B. Ross;

A bill (8. 2836) granting a pension to William E. Taylor;

A bill (8. 3276) granting restoration of pension to Sarah A. Wood-

. 3125) restoring the right of pre-emption to Alfonzo Rob-

. 320) for the relief of John D. Adams;

. 2887) granting a pension to George H. Johnson;

. 2838) granting an increase of pension to Betsy A. Mower;
. 2675) granting an increase of pension to Lieut. James R.

. 2411) for the relief of C. A. Williams and others;
. 2346) granting increase of pension to Jennie Hart Mul-

. 937) for the relief of David L. Brainard and others.
SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL.

Mr. BURNES. Mr. Speaker, as a privileged question I call up the
conference report on the sundry civil appropriation bill. The report
was read yesterday and has been printed. And on that I demand the
previous question.

Mr, PLUMB. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it.

Mr. PLUMB. I desire to know whether the report is subject to
amendment,

The SPEAKER. Conference reports are not subject to amendment.

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof
the report was adopted.

Mr. BURNES moved to reconsider the vote by whichthe conference
report was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table.

The latter motion was agreed to.

MONUMENT AT TRENTON, N. J.

. Mr. LEHLBACH. I ask unanimous consent to consider the bill (S.
599) in regard to a monumental column to commemorate the battle of
Trenton, in the State of New Jersey, and appropriating $30,000, which
I send to the Clerk’s desk.

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, after which the Chair will
ask for objection.

The bill was read at length for information.

Mr. KILGORE. I demand the regular order.

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky. I ask nnanimous consent——

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas has demanded the regu-
lar order, which is the call of committees for reports, and that cuts off
all requests for unanimous consent, unless the demand for the regular
order be withdrawn.

ORDER OF BUSINESS,

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the call
of the committees and that members having reports be permitted to file
them with the Clerk.

Mr. WHITE, of New York. Astheregular order has been demanded,
is it in order to dispense with the call of the committees?

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that it is the custom when
the regular order is demanded to proceed with it, and theregular order
now is the call of committees for reports. The gentleman from Georgin
[Mr. BLouxT] asks to dispense with that, and that gentlemen may file
their reports with the Clerk. .

The gentleman asks unanimous consent to dispense with the regular
order. Is there objection?

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

RELIEF OF GAUGERS.

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, reported back with amendmentthe bill (H. R. 11397) for the
relief of certain gaugers and other internal-revenue employés who have
been assigned to duty and have rendered service before the date of
their qualification; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report,
ordered to be printed.

The SPEAKER. The hour for the consideration of bills commences
at nineteen minutes past 12 o’clock.

BONDS OF DISBURSING OFFICERS, EIC,

Mr. TOWNSHEND. The Military Committee,I believe, would have
the right to complete the consideration of bills reported yesterday.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the pending bill.

The Clerk read as follows: :

A bill (H. R, 8373) in relation to bonds of disbursing officers and to monthly
payments of the Army, with d ts by the Senat

Mr. TOWNSHEND. I will state that I am authorized by the com-
mittee to request non-concurrence in the Senate amendment and ask a

conference. -

Mr. HOLMAN. Whatis the amendment ?

4 Mr]. TOWNSHEND. Itis not an important one, simply a matter of
etail. :

The SPEAKER. The Chair is advised from the Clerk’s desk that
this bill is in the hands of the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. The Committee on Military Affairs has aun-
thorized a report.

Thé SPEAKER. Tt can only be considered by unanimous consent.
The rale of the Hounse is that this hour is set apart for the considera-
tion of bills reported on a previous day.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Then I ask to withdraw the bill and surrender
the hour. I believe it is not in order to substitute another bill.

TheSPEAKER. It is not.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Then I withdraw the bill.

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE.

Mr. BLOUNT. I call up House bill No. 4930, relating to the railway
mail service, and, for the purpose of saving time, I move that the House
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union
for the purpose of considering the bill.

The motion was to.

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole,
Mr. RICHARDSON in the chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The House isnow in Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union for the purpose of considering the bill indicated
by the gentleman from Georgia.

The bill was read, as follows:

HBe il enacled, ele., Thatthe Postmaster-General may appointand assign to duty
one general superintendent to superintend the railway mail service, who shall
be paid n salary of dollarsa year; one assistant general superintendent of
railway mail service, who shall be paid asalary of $§3.500a year; eleven division
superintendents of railway mail service, who shall each be paid a salary of $2,500a
{g\r; one clilef clerk of railway mail service, to be employed in the Post-Offico

partment, who shall be paid $2,000 a year; and as many chief clerks of rail-
way mail service as may be necessary, who shall each receive a salary of §1,500
ayear. The general and sssisiant general superintendent and division super-
intendents shall also be paid their necessary and actual expenses while traveling
on the business of the Department; and chief clerks shall be paid the like ex-
penses, not to exceed $4 per day to each, but the allowanee for traveling ex-
penses to any clerk shall not exceed £300 in any fiscal year. The salaries and
expenses for such superintendents and clerks shall be paid out of the appropria-
tion for the transportation of the mail on railwazrs.

The amendments proposed by the Committee on the Post-Office and
Post-Roads were read, as follows:

In line 5, before the word * dollars,"” insert the words * four thousand,”

Inline 7, after the word *‘thousand,” strike out the words * five hundred,”
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In lines 8, 9, and 10 strike out the words *' eleven division superint-endcntﬂ of
railway mail service w]m shull each be paid a snlnry of §2,500 a year.'

In line 19 strike out **four "’ and insert ** three.”

In lines 19, 20, and 21 strike out the words ' but the nllowance for traveling
expenses to any clerk shall not exceed 300 in any fiseal year,"”

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, there is one brauch of the public
service whose growth, with the consequent expenditure, is canse, not
of complaint, but of congratulation to the whole country. 1 beg the
attention of the committee for a few moments to a statement illustrat-
ing this growth. I have here a paper prepared officially by the Post-
Office Department making a comparison of,this service on the 30th day
of June, 1887, with the same service on the 30th day of June, 1879,
and [ ask attention to the figures.

The number of miles of railroad over which the mails were carried
in 1879 was 79,000. On June 30, 1887, the mileage was 131,000. The
annual transportation of mails by the railroads in 1879 was 93,000
miles. In 1837 it was 116,000 miles. The miles of service by railway
post-office lines in 1879 was 52,000. In 1887 it was 107,000. The
number of postal clerks employed in 1879 was2,609. The numberem-
ployed on June 30, 1887, was 4,851. The number of pieces of mail-
matter handled by railway postal clerksin 1879 was 2,659,000. In1887
the number was 5,851,000. In other words, the amount of mail-matter
handled in this branch of the service in 1887 was twice and a half as
great as the amount handled nine years ago.

The expenditures nine years ago were ahout $33,000,000. To-day
they amount to about $61,000,000.

We have this enormous service on our hands. The interest in it is
as wide as the country. It tonches all our people. It affects all their
business relations. The importance of the correct and efficient hand-
ling of these mails and the proper management of this fund is of a mag-
nitude searcely to be overestimated.

This work can not be accomplished without the Government being
able to command for positions requiring large intelligence and judg-
ment suitable talent and capacity, and this can only be done by its
being able to pay proper compensation. This bill proposes an increase
of only $23,000 altogether over the present rates of compensation.

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON], referring the other day
to the increased cost of the postal service, failed to do justice to this
side of the House in respect to that subject, and especially in regard
to one item. In the matter of railway mail transportation, the rate of
com tion was reduced 10 per cent. by the Forty-fourth Congress,
nnder the lead of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN]. Inthe
Forty-fifth Congress (or the Forty-sixth, I am not certain which at
this moment) I had charge of the bill, and then the compensation was
reduced by the amount of 5 per cent., making the entire reduction in
the rate of compensation for railway mail service 15 per cent. from the
former rates. Taking the total compensation now paid, $17,000,000,
it is easy for gentlemen to see that a very large saving has been effected
annually under the operation of those laws.

This bill proposesto increase the salary of the general superintendent
by theamount of $500. It fixes the salary of an assistant general saper-
intendent at $3,000. It proposesan increase of $600 in the salary of the
chief clerk of the railway mail service. It increases the salaries of
fifty-four chief clerks $100 each, making $5,400, and it makes an allow-
ance for the traveling expenses of these clerks not exeeeding $13,500.
These items makea total annual increase of expenditure of about $23,000.

In regard to the proposed increase of salary of the general superin-
tendent, as a matter of course I have no personal knowledge of what
salary is sufficient to secure the services of a proper person to discharge
the very important duties of that office; but the necessity for this in-
crease has been urged upon the committee time and again in the last
Congress and also in this Congress. During the last Congress I know
that the Postmaster-General found great difficulty in procuring a proper
superintendent, and I know that his snccess in that respect was due
entirely to his personal relations with the gentleman appointed. I
know, further, that the superintendent was constantly endeavoring to
get away, and that, on the change of administration, notwithstanding
urgent solicitations, he found that his private business necessitated his
leaving the Department, and continued persistent efforts throughout
several months to get relieved from the respousibilities of the office.
And I know that the same thingis true of the present superintendent,
and that his employment is only temporary. I know, also, the great
importance of the office, and I know that the Postmaster-General has
been and is exceedingly, keenly, anxious to obtain the highest talent
for the head of this enormous service.

That item of increase amounts to only $500. More was recom-
mended, but the committee did not see fit to put it in the bill.

I wish now to call the attention of the House to the salary of assist-
ant superintendent. It seems like a new office, but many years ago,
during the Forty-fifth Congress, as the law then stood there were two
general superintendents. Congress abolished one of the offices, leav-
ing one remaining. Under the change of law the Postmaster-General
detailed a post-office inspector to do the work of assistant general su-
perintendent. His salary was $1,600. His per diem was $5 a day.
It was really more than the salary proposed by this bill. It continuned

“up to the administration of the Posb-goace Department by Mr. Vilas,
who declined to assign an officer to the service. So then within three

or four years we have been paying more than the sum indicated for
this purpose.

The seeming incrense of expenditure does not practically exist. It
is better to do directly what you desire to do. Instead of detailing
an msputtor paid out of another fund and put into this place without
law, it is better to nnderstand what the service reqnues and designate
the officer for that purpose.

The importance of this office, sir, is scarcely to be overstated. It
does happen oftentimes that the general superintendent of the rail-
way mail service is necessarily taken away trom here. It is not long
since when the mails were obstructed in the great Northwest, when
trains ceased to run by reason of certain strikes, and the Postmaster-
General felt it to be his duty to send the best officer there. The re-
sult was, by excellent management of this officer the United States
mails were carried, although freight and passenger transportation en-
tirely censed. So we have now in the State of Mississippi almost a
suspension of mail earriage. Only two or three days ago, from Cairo
to Mobile, no trains were permitted to run through that State. When
a train was started from Cairo to New Orleans, it was doubtful whether
it wounld be allowed to run throngh. Such a situationrequired the best
taleni the Government had. The general superintendent withdrawn
from this great service, shall we leave it to a clerk? It seems to me
a statement of the fact is demonstration of the necessity.

The next item is as to the increase in the salary of the chief ¢lerk of
the Post-Office Department. This amounts to the sum of $600. The
present and former Postmasters-General have recommended and urged
it to be necessary with a view to getting proper talent. It is a small
amount and one not to quibble over.

There is an increase in the salary of fifty-four clerks. Postal clerks
are graded from §$900 to §1,400 in the matter of salary. This item
does not relate to those on trains distributing mails generally. By
virtue of law there is detailed at headquarters out for different divis-
ions and subdivisions sometimes a chief clerk, whose business it is to
look ont in reference to the matter of handling the mails, to exam-
ine clerks to see whether their conduct is correct, and whether their
transaction of the business assigned to them is properly done, and to
see that schemes of distribution are changed as new offices and routes
are created. It so happens that it is made the duty of these clerks to
do this thing with the same salary of the higher class of clerks on the
trains, but there is no provision for their expenses. The expense every
day traveled is taken out of this salary, and in many places if their full
duty is done their expenses nearly absorb their salaries. Isitnot clear
therefore to this House that such a condition of things ought not to
be allowed? It resnlts necessarily in a strong inclination on the part
of the clerk to remain at his office with a view of saving this expense,
This is not deemed advisable,

There is an increase of $100 of actual salary. Clerks on the trains ot
the highest class are paid $1,400. This proposes as to fifty-four clerks
of the higher class they shall have an increase of $100 each, making
$1,500 instead of $1,400, and their traveling expenses.

This is the substance of this matter, amounting only to the sum or
$23,000. Ihave bronghtit forward because the Department has deemed
it of importance to the service, and that service belongs equally to all
parts and classes of the country. There are none of us who are not
directly interested in it, and I think none but will assent to the prop-
osition that if this service is as large as indicated by the official report
there should be no possibility of damages coming to it by refusing a
small increase to employés. Gentlemen will observe, in the vast body
of employés clamoring from every class of the service for increase of
salary, the committee have brought to your attention no bill inviting
you to larger expenditure.

Mr. KERR. Iwould like to ask the gentleman if the increased office
rent allowed to postmasters is not really with a view to increase sala-
ries?

Mr. BLOUNT. That istrue; and it has been recommended by every
Postmaster-General of whom I have any knowledge, belonging to all
parties, for many years past; and has heen kept off the bills by reason
of peints of order. It belongs to no administration, and so far as Iam
concerned I am quite content to admit that there was a purposein the
increase of salaries to remedy certain inequalities as far as practicable.
If there was an error in it I am willing to assume whatever share of
responsibility comes to me and to my side of the House. I am willing
to assume any responsibility looking to the betterment of the service
without reference to party views which may be connected with it.

Mr. KERR. Let me ask the gentleman if the increase will not re-
quire larger estimates for the next year?

Mr. BLOUNT. Oh, we have provided already four hundred and odd
thousand dollars for this enrrent fiscal year. It has been provided
already, and by unanimous consent of the House. Not a single gen-
tleman objecting on eitherside, the legislation was put into the bill au-
thorizing it; so I think the country can assnme that it meets the ap-
proval of all parties.

Mr. KERR. When was that unanimous consent given?

Mr. BLOUNT. Well, sir, I can not recollect exactly the date. I
recollect that it was done, and by reason of it legislation took place by
which the bill passed the House and finally became a law. The Jour-
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nal will disclose the exact date, if my friend shall have occasion to as-
certain hereafter.

Mr. KERR. I ask if it was not early in the session, when few per-
sons had their attention addressed to the subject or thought of it at
all? =

Mr. BLOUNT. Idonotknow atwhat stage people began to think.
The attention of the country was called to it by Republican and Dem-
océratic Postmasters-General for years past.

If no gentlemen desire further to be heard, I will move that the
committee now rise.

Mr. SOWDEN. I wish to be heard.

Mr. BLOUNT. How much time does the gentleman want ?
thnl:hlSDWDEH. I propose to rise in my own right in opposition to

e bill.

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Speaker, I ask that the general debate be lim-
ited on this bill, if I have the floor for that purpose.

The CHAIRMAN. It can only be done by unanimous consent.

Mr. BLOUNT. Unless consent is given I shall move that the com-
mittee rise to limit debate.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman indicate any time ?

Mr. BSOWDEN. I propose to claim the time to which I am entitled
under the rules of the House. I rise in opposition in my own right.

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I move that the committee now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

The committee accordingly rese; and Mr. Crisp having taken the
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr, RICHARDSON reported that the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under
consideration the hill H, R. 4930, had come to no resolution thereon.

Mr. BLOUNT. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit-
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to resume considera-
tion of the bill H. R. 4930; and pending that I move that all general
debate on the same be limited to fifteen minuntes.

Mr. SOWDEN. I rise to mnke a parliamentary inquiry. Can the
time be limited? Is not a member entitled to one hour under the
rules of the Honse when he rises in opposition ?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the rules of the House, after
general debate has been entered upon it is in the power of the House
at any time to limit it.

Mr. SOWDEN. I hope it will not be limited.

Mr. BLOUNT. I have no objection to debating the bill, but there
are but two hours within which it can possibly be considered. If the
gentleman desires to resort to any and every method to defeat the bill
of course he can do so. I will not be responsible.

Mr. SOWDEN. I only wantbut a short time myself; but I believe
that others want to be heard.

Mr. DINGLEY. I desire to suggest that there are several gentle-
men on this side who would like about five minutes each, and fifteen
minutes would seem scarcely long enough.

Mr. SOWDEN. Iwillstate for theinformation of the gentleman from
Georgia that personally I do not ecare to occupy more than from three
to five minutes.

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman he content with ten minutes?

Mr, SOWDEN. Certainly, althongh I may not occupy that much
time.

Mr. DINGLEY." I think fifteen minutes will be enough on thisside.

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I will ask unanimous consent that the general
debate be limited to twenty-five minutes after we go info Committee
of the Whole; and if the gentleman from Pennsylvania does not desire
go much as ten minntes I will reserve what he does not use for my-
self. I move, therefore, that the House resolve itself into Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, pending that, that
all general debate on the bill be closed in twenty-five minutes.

The motion to limit debate was agreed to.

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to ask unanimons consent now, if it may be
done, that the hour be extended until this billis finished. To-morrow
will be Friday. :
 Mr. DINGLEY. We may as well do that, as there is no other busi-
ness to-day.

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope there will be no objection to the request.
Mr. HOLMAN. TUntil the gentleman having charge of the sundry
civil bill returns—— S y

Mr. BLOUNT. That has been adopted. :

Mr, HOLMAN, Well, the deficiency bill. For the moment I de-
sire to interpose an objection.

Mr. BLOUNT. I will state to the gentleman from Indiana that I
would have no objection, if it would suit his wishes, that the commit-
tee shall rise at any time during the consideration of this bill to enter
upon the business he suggests,

Mr,. HOLMAN. I hope the agreement will not be made at present.

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman objects?

Mr. HOLMAN. I do object to extending the hour for the present.

Mr, BLOUNT. Then I would suggest, if it be agreeable to gentle-
men on the otherside of the House, that general debate be closed now,
and they will be entitled to five minutes’ debate under the rule.

Mr. DINGLEY. That would be entirely agreeable to me.

Mr, BLOUNT. I ask that that be done.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. By avote of the House the debate has
b.?ian lcilmit,ed to twenty-five minutes. Thatvote will have to be recon-
sidered.

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I move to reconsider the vote by which the
debate was limited to twenty-five minutes,

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BLOUNT. Now I ask unanimous consent that the general de-
bate be closed, and that we proceed in committee to discuss the bill
under thg five-minute rule.

Mr. HOLMAN, I think every gentleman who desires to k upon
a bill of this importance should have the opportunity. Tm ought
to be reasonable time.

Mr. BLOUNT, Imovethat when the Houseresolve itself into Com-
mittee of the Whole for the consideration of this bill all general de-
bate be limited to five minutes.

The motion was agreed to. i

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the
Whole was agreed to. Y

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, Mr. RicHARDSON in the chair.

Mr. SOWDEN. Iregretthatmy friend from Georgia [Mr. BLoUNT]
exhibits so much anxiety to press this bill to a vote. It seems to me
unfortunate, not only on his part, but on the part of the committee
having this bill in charge that its passage should be so earnestly urged
at this time, particularly since it wonld increase the t number of
Federal offices and add considerably to the salaries of the officers al-
ready employed in this branch of the publie service.

It proposes to increase the annual expenditures in the railway mail
service $23,000. It increases the salary of the general superintendent
$500 per annum. It seems to me that we can add nothing to the fit-
ness and capacity of this very worthy officer by increasing his salary.
So far as I know, he is thoroughly competent, and discharges the duties
of his office in a most satisfactory manner, and is well paid for hisserv-
ices. There are undoubtedly many good and competent persons who
wonld be glad to have his place at the present salary. Ifit were con-
tended that in adding to his salary &:00 annually we wounld corre-
spondingly add to his competency and fitness, there might be some ex-
cuse for the proposed bill and the contention of the gentleman from
‘Georgia [Mr. BLouNT]. Unless he can satisfy this House that such is
the fact I for one shall certainly vote against it.

Mr. BLOUNT. Will my friend allow me—

Mr.SOWDEN. No; Ihaveonlyfiveminutes. Thisbillalsoprovides
for the creation of a new office, namely, an assistant general superin-
tendent of the railway mail service, who is to receive an annual salary
of $3,000. The efficiency of this particular branch of the public serv-
ice has never been questioned, and why the creation of this new office,
with this additional expenditure of the puhlic money, I am unable to
comprehend, and would be pleased to have the gentleman from Georgia
[Ar. BLouNT] explain it. It is certainly a departure from the obliga-
tion of this Administration to the tax-payers of the country. It is
pledged to an honest and most frugal administration of the Federal
e Tinse than brasity the party pmsentedi: this

T more wenty-five years the T8 side
of the House denounced the Republican party for kaepinzyin office a
large number of unnecessary office-holders at the expense of the peo-
ple, and promised to correct this evil in the event of their accession to
power by abolishing all unnecessary offices and the dismissal of all
needless officials. In the face of this obligation we are now asked to
.do exactly the opposite in tke pending measure.

It is proposed to increase the salary of the chief clerk of this
Department $600 perannum. Whatsalary doesthisofficer receive now?
Isit not a]:l‘ge ? Is there any complaint that it is toolow? Are there
not hund who would be glad to have it at the salary he now re-
ceives? Is the service to be correspondingly benefited by the proposed
increase of his salary? If not, why this proposition and whence the
necessity for it?

Again, it is proposed to increase the salary of fifty-four clerks $5,400
annually, besides allowing them $3 per day for actual traveling ex-

nses.
P Mr. BLOUNT. Oh, no.

Mr. SOWDEN. Oh, yes; there are fifty-four chief clerks and the
proposition is to increase their salaries $100 each, which makes the
sum total §5,400, as stated. Why this gpom ion? Whence the
necessity for it? Do these men complain that they are not well paid ?
1Is the service threatened with their resignation unless this advance is
provided for them? I have no doubt but that in the gentleman’s dis-
trict from Georgia, like in mine, there are any number of good Demo-
crats who would gladly accept these clerkships at the present rate of
compensation. I would like to know from the gentleman from
Gfe?hrgm‘.) il;l]l}ir. Brovxt] what urgent necessity there is for the passage
of this " =+

It is estimated that the traveling expenses provided for in this meas-
ure will not exceed $13,500 per annum. What assurances have we for
this conclusion on the part of the committee -presenting the report ac-
companying the bill? Ieretofore these expenses were cheerfully borne
by these clerks, whose salaries were deemed ample and satisfactory.
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Is this Democratic economy? Are we in a position o add these in-
creased expenditures to the already too large demands upon the public
Treasury, and especially since the other side charge that we have in-
creased the public expenditures under this Administration some $90,-
000,000 above the expenditures of the last Republican administration ?
This bill proposes to add to the annual expenses $23,000. = Inmy opinion
there is no necessity for it, and it comes with ill grace from this side of
the House, since we stand pledged to the abolition of all nnnecessary
offices, the lopping off of all needless expenses, and the most rigid
economy in the expenditure of the public moneys.

[Here the hammer fell.]

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. So faras I am concerned I believe we
ought to pay an adequate salary for the service, but the bill as pre-
gented by the committee it seems to me is imperfect. Under the law
as it exists at present the general superintendent has a salary of $3,500
per annum, and his duty is‘to designate the different chief clerks, pre-
seribe their duties, supervise their conduct, and look after their inter-

- ests, and so on. In the present bill the committee propose to change
that and relieve him of that duty entirely and put it in charge of the
Postmaster-General, and still raise his salary $500 per annum.

Mr. BLOUNT. It does not change the duties.

AMr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Unless there is some good reason given
for this by the chairman of the committee who has this bill in charge,
all who are in favor of retrenchment and economy should oppose this
increase of salary of the superintendent. If the bill proposed to im-
pose on him extra duties which would require a higher order of ability,
either execntive or otherwise, then of course the salary should be in-
creased accordingly. But if the superintendent is simply to perform
the duties which havé already been performed by the present superin-
tendent and those who have preceded him, I see no reason just at this
stage for increasing his $500 per annum.

Now, it would be better to modify this bill so that instead of having
the superintendent of the railway mail service appointed by the Post-
master-General heshould be a]ilpointed by the President and confirmed
by the Senate. According to the statement made here this morning by
the chairman of the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, this
branch of the public service has increased so much that it has become
of gigantic magnitude, and this office is of such a character that the ca-
pabilities and qualifications of its incumbent should be passed upon by
the Senate of the United States. That is a criticism that I make upon
this bill, and which I desire to bring to the attention of the chairman
of the committee, If this proposed increase of salary is to be adopted,
then I think the bill shonld be amended so as to have this officer ap-
pointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate; but if he is to
be shorn of a large proportion of his duties, asis proposed in this bill—

Mr. BLOUNT. Thatisnotproposed here. This bill makesno change
in that respect.

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Well, there is nothing to show that.
Thgslﬁago of 1887 prescribes the duties of this officer and fixes his salary
at s

Mr. BLOUNT. This bill doesnot change the duties at all; but if
the gentleman thinks it does, I have no objection to an amendment.

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Another point is this: there are fifty-
four chief elerks, and it is proposed to raise the salary of each of them
$100. TUnder this bill the number of these chief clerks is not limited
to fifty-four; there may be as many of them as the Postmaster-General
may think necessary. Of course that leaves the matter entirely within
the discretion of the Postmaster-General, and if he shonld be so dis-

osed, political considerations might control the appointment of a num-
of these officials.

A matter of that kind should be regulated and guarded in the bill
itself. This branch of the public service is reduced to such exactness
that the chairman of the committee must know to-day how many chief
clerks are really mecessary, and certainly the superintendent of the
railway mail service knows. From the increase of the business be-
tween 1879 and 1887, as stated by the chairman of the committee [Mr.
BrLouxT] here to-day, the officers of the Department must be well able
to judge of the number of these clerks that will be reguired, and cer-
tainly there ought fo be some limit prescribed to the appointment of
these officials, so that their number shall be increased only as the in-
crease of the business demands,

Again, in regard to this assistant superintendent of railway mail
service with a salary of $3,000 a year. The service has gone on thus
far without any such officer and without the payment of any such
salary, and before this bill is passed I for one would like very much
to have the chairman of the committee explain to the House why it is
necessary to create this new office, with this large salary—

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Illinois has

expired.
Mr. SOWDEN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer an amendment.
The CHAIRMAN. The amendments proposed by the committee
must first be considered.
Mr. KERR. I ask to have the committee amendments read.
The Clerk read the first amendment, as follows:
In line B, before the word ** dollars,” insert the words **four thousand.”
Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word
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for the purpose of replying to some eriticisms that have been made here,
The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SowDEN] says that this is an
increase of $23,000 in the way of salaries. I wish to call the atfention
of the House to this statement, which shows that of the §23,000, $13,-
500 will be required to pay the traveling expenses of the clerks who are
required to go out on the different reutes for the purpose of examining
the employés, ete.

Mr. SOWDEN. I wish to ask the gentleman whether it is not true
that this bill, if it were enacted into law, would increase the annual
expenditures $23,000, regardless of the character of the expenditures?

Mr. BLOUNT. I answer, Mr. Chairman, that that is the truth, but
I am not going to suppose that the reason and intelligence of this House
are so bridled that when they shall find that they are directing these
clerks, the highest class of clerks they have, to travel over the conntry
for the purpose of examining the men who are engaged in handling the
mails, it will insist that these clerks shall put their hands into their
own pockets and pay their traveling expenses,

Mr, MILLIKEN, I wish to ask the gentleman whether those ex-
penses are not paid by the Government now ?

Mr. BLOUNT. They arenot; and that has been a subject of com-
plaint by administration after administration; but under the rules of
this House it was impossible to get considerationofit. You havetied
down this House under your rules so that the great Departments of the
Government generally can not get before Congress for the purpose of
presenting these questions, and when they do come here, instead of the
House understanding the real state of the case, instead of their under-
standing that this difficnlty is an old and grievous one, gentlemen ex-
press astonishment that this ‘‘new?’ thing has been brought in! I
could have kept it back, but I have chosen to bring it in here; and I
now submit it to the reason and the judgment of the House.

Mr. MILLIKEN. What are the salaries of those clerks?

Mr. BLOUNT. Theyare $1,400 a year, and out of that must be paid
their traveling expenses; while many of the very men whom they go
ont to examine are getting salaries of $1,400 a year without any such
deduction. The highest class of clerks known to the law have their
salaries exhausted in this way, just as you exhausted the salaries of
your third-class postmasters by making them rent hounses for youn, and
pay for fuel, and so on.

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina.
railroad transportation free?

Mr, BLOUNT. They have to pay their hotel bills and sleeping-car

axpenses.

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. But their railroad transporta-
tion is free, is it not?

Mr. BLOUNT. Their mere railroad transportation is free; but they
travel a great deal at night, and if they sleep they have to pay for their
berths just as you would have to do, and when they go to a hotel they
have to pay their hotel bills.

Mr. JOHNSTON, of North Carolina. Do they not have to do the
same thing when located in the city of Washington? Do they nothave
to pay here their board or hotel bills, ete.?

Mr. BLOUNT. Many of them have families located at some particu-
lar point, and there isa very great difference in the cost of living when
the men are away {rom home and obliged to incur traveling expenses.
In reference to the large class of inspectors in various Departments of
the Government, Congress has never thought it just that the burden of
tmvel‘i;?g expenges should fall npon them, but they have been allowed
a per diem.

Do not those clerks get their

p  Now, Mr. Chairman, with my ohservations as to fifty-four clerks, I

bave disposed of $13,500 of the $23,000, leaving less than $10,000 in-
volved in this guestion ofincrease of salaries. I want to show now thak
the amount is still less. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. HoPKINS] *
and the gentleman from, Pennsylvania [ Mr. SowbDEN] have referred to
the creation of the office of assistant general superintendent at a salary
of $3,000 as an increase to this amount. I beg the attention of those
gentlemen to this fact. Under a former administration the practice
was (and there is authority of law for it) to detail an inspector for this
purpose; and this inspector has been in the habit of traveling from one
end of the country to the other, his salary being $1,600 and his per
diem $5 per day, making his compensation abount §3,400.

Mr, HOPKINS, of Illinois, Will the gentleman allow me to inter-
rupt him a moment?

. BLOUNT. With great pleasnre.

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Will the adoption of the bill now pro-
posed by the committee do away with that office?

Mr. BLOUNT. That is the purpose. If the langunage of the bill ig
not sufficiently explicit in that respect, I am perfectly willing it shall
be amended.

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. 'The point I makeis that there is noth-
ing in the bill which would do away with that office; and if this hill
‘should become a law this officer conld be detailed in the same manner
a8 he has been; so that the passage of the bill would result in an in-
creased expenditure of $3,000 for this new office.

Mr. BLOUNT. There are two answers to the gentleman’s sugges-

tion. In the first place, the law allowing this assignment provides for
a contingency which, if this bill be passed, will notoccur. If we have
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an assistant general superintendent of the railway mail service the De-
partment is not likely to be forced to the employment of a postal in-
spector. There was a time when there were two of these assistant
superintendents, and those positions being abolished, the Department,
operating under an absolute necessity, began to detail this inspee or
under authoerity of law, at an expense, as I have said, of something
like $3,400 a year.

If my friend from Illinois is not satisfied with the langunage of the
bill, I have no objection to an amendment inhibiting the detail of any
postal inspecter in connection with the office of general superintendent
of the railway mail service. So that in reality, as will be seen, this
item of $3,000 amounts to scarcely anything atall. So far as concerns
the chief clerk, I care very little about that. The main item of ex-
pense is the increase of §5,400 for fifty-four clerks, and also the travel-
ins expenses, somewhere in the neighborhood of $13,0100.

Mr. SOWDEN. Mr. Chairman, I confess my surprise at the flippant
manner in which the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. BLoUNT] speaks of
the proposed increased expenditures provided for in this bill. He says
that the increased expense by reason of the creation of this new officer,
to be known as the assistant general superintendent of the railway
mail service, will amount to *‘only $3,000,”” and that the total in-
creased expenditure under this bill amounted to *‘only $23,000.7?

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman is making a very fine speech which

he attributes to me, and replies to. I do not think I made that sort
of a speech.
Mr. SOWDEN. Thisis just what the gentleman said, that *‘only
$23,0007" was involved in this bill, and ‘‘only $3,000' of it by reason
of the creation of the new office of assistant general superintendent.
Why, sir, $500 here, $3,000 there, $600 here, $,400 there, and $13,500
here make up the $23,000 total increase provided for in this measure;
and if we keep on piling up the amounts in this way it will soon reach
““only?? $100,000 more. How lightly we are inclined to speak of these
vast snms of money! It is a stultification, sir, of the party repre-
sented by a majority in this House to even submit a proposition look-
ing to the further increase of the number of offices already provided by
law and to add to the long list of office-holders, of which there is al-
ready too much complaint.

With more than one hundred thousand Federal officers it wonld seem,
from the proposition before the House, that this vast army is to be still
furtherincreased, We have already created too manyadditional offices,
and the time has come when a halt in this direction should be com-
manded. We can not afford such stultifieation. Let us rather ascer-
tain what unnecessary offices there are, and, if any, lop them off. Let
no proposition emanate from this side of the House to increase them.
If the gentleman having this matter in charge can satisfy this House,
or a majority of its members, that this proposed increase of salaries and
the appointment of an assistant general superintendent of the railway
mail service will essentially add to the efficiency of the public service,
then theremay be some reason for the urging of the passage of this bill.

Here are fifty-four clerks whose salaries it is proposed to increase $100
each perannum, besides their traveling expenses, notto exceed $3 perday.
It strikes me that my friend from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] would lose
his zeal for the passage of this billif he knew the political complexion
.of the majority of these officers. I think I may safely venture to re-
mark that out of the fifty-four there are scarcely ten who are of the
same political party represented by this side of the House. I believe
if he investigated the political character of the parties interested in this
measure, outside of the general superintendent, he would find that a

large majority of them are politically opposed to the party to which hes| i

belongs, and perhaps even the man whose office he is seeking to estab-

., lish may come from the other side. These suggestions, however,
should have no effect whatever upon the merits of this bill if the effi-
ciency of the public service is involved, and"if the gentleman cham-
pioning it can convince the House thatits passage would materially im-
prove it.

; [Here the hammer fell. ]

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I do not know the political com-
plexion of these fifty-four clerks. =

Mr. SOWDEN. Neither do L.

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not know what is to be the political views of
the gentlemen who may get the offices hereafter when the salaries shall
be increased. I do not think, sir, that with a service as important as
this the House should resolve itself into a political meeting and get off
campaign speeches when the people are expecting wise legislation; and

.the man who undertakes to trifle with a service of this kind, belong-
ing to this or any other of the great Departments of the Government,
will find the people of the country have a higher idea than the mere
squabbles around the ballot-box for office.

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SowDEN] undertook to por-
tray the speech I had made and said it was summed in the declaration
that it was only $23,000, and this after I had taken occasion to give the
reason which had been furnished by the Postmaster-General and by
his predecessor, each of whom, by reason of his eminent ability and
experience, was entitled to greater consideration than the gentleman
fro;u Pennsylvania, who has given no attention or very little to the
subject.

The gentleman is astonished to find that I should be willing to in-
crease the expenditures of a service now $61,000,000, by the amount
of §23,000, when most of it is to give per diem to clerks. Now, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania is not the person, he has not the record in
legislation in this Hounse, to assail me as wanting in proper regard for
public expenditure. He hasserved on the Committee on Public Build-
ings and Grounds, which has cost this Government more in that direc-
tion than has been expended by any Congress in the history of the
country.

Mr. SOWDEN. The record will not show that or bear out the gen-
tleman’sstatement.

Mr. BLOUNT. I will take the opportunity to demonstrate the fact
at the proper time,

Mr. DINGLEY. And his particular building was not added to the
expenditure. [Laughter. ]

Mr. BLOUNT. No. The building at Allentown was so important
it was absolutely necessary to override the veto of his own President.
[Langhter.] If he wants to appeal to partisan views——

Mr. SOWDEN Iam not like the gentleman. I do not appeal to
partisan views. } '

Mr. BLOUNT. You made no partisan appeal when you said we
were in the presence of a Presidential election, and it wonld not do.

_Thle CHAIRMAN. The hour for the consideration of bills has ex-
pired.

The morning hour having expired for consideration of bills, the com-
mittee informally rose; and the Speaker having taken the chair, Mr.
RicHARDSON reported that the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H, R. 4930)
relating to railway mail service, and had come to no resolution thereon.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED,

Mr. KILGORE, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that
they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following
titles; when the Speaker signed the same:

A bill (H. R. 1923) providing for the establishment of a life-saving
sta.t.i:{xil at the harbor of Kewaunee, Wis., and at other places therein
nameda;

A hill (H. R. 10068; granting a pension to Lient. Starkey R. Powell;

A bill (H. R. 10934) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior tosell
township maps or plats remaining on hand in his office; and

A bill (H. R. 11101) to include Sapelo Sound, Sapelo River, and Sa-
pelo Island in the Brunswick collection district, in the State of Georgia.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. HOLMAN. I move that the House take a recess until 4 o’clock
this evening——

Mr. McMILLIN. Pending that I move that the House do now ad-

ourn.
! Mr. HOLMAN. I trust my friend will yield to me for a moment.

Mr. McMILLIN. I will hear the gentleman’sstatement, and with-
draw the motion temporarily.

Mr. HOLMAN. My purpose in moving to take a recess until 4
o’clock was with a view that in case the conferees on the general de-
ficiency bill make a report by that time it could be received and ordered
to be printed in the KECORD s0 as to appear to-morrow morning. The
same object, however, can be secured if nnanimous consent is obtained
now that the conclusion reached by the conferees, if they shall reacha
conclusion to-day, may be printed in the RECORD of to-morrow morn-

ing.

Mr. McMILLIN. I think that is right.

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, there was an understand-
ing, on this side of the House at least, that the bill called up by the
gentleman from Georgia should have consideration to-day until it was
concluded.

Mr. McMILLIN. Noj; that is a mistake.

Mr, BLOUNT. There was objection made to that request. The gen--
tleman from Indiana objected.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana now asks unanimous
consent that if the conferees on the general deficiency bill come to a
conclusion to-day the report may be handed in to the Clerk and or-
dered to be printed in the RECORD of to-morrow morning. Is there
ohjection ?

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

Mr, McMILLIN, I move that the House do now adjourn.

Mr. CHEADLE. I rise to a question of personal privilege.

The SPEAKER. But the motion to adjourn is pending.

Mr. HOPKINS, of Illineis. I hope an adjournment will not he had
in the face of such an important bill as that now pending.

Mr. McMILLIN. Butthat bill isnot now pending. Itisnot before
the House, the hour having expired.

The SPEAKER. The Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads
will have anothér hour hereafter for the consideration of the bill.

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. McMILLIN, the House
divided; and there were—ayes 46, noes 25.

So the motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 27

minutes p. m.) the House adjourned.
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PRIVATE BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED.

Under the rule private bills of the following titles were introduced
and referred as indicated below:

By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: A bill (H. R. 11519) granting a pension to
Mary Ellen Burrill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. CHEADLE: A hill (H. R. 11520) granting a pension to Ju-
lius L. Benson—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A bill (H. R. 11521) to pension James H. Sir-
rine—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 11522) to increase the pension of Thomas Foley—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. WISE: A bill (H. R. 11523) for the relief of William A.
Brown and Frederick R. Brown, Fred. R. Brown and John R. Brown—
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

PETITIONS, ETC,

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk,
under the rule, and referred as follows:

By Mr. C. H. ALLEN: Petition of Patrick Carr, Company I, Thirtieth
i{iasmchusatts Volunteers, for relief—to the Committee on Military Af-

I8. .

Also, petition of Mary Ellen Burrill, for a widow’s pension—to the
Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. J. M. ALLEN: Petition for reference of sundry war claims
to the Court of Claims—to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. BRUMM: Petition of John G. Dooley and some 200 others,
citizens of Schuykill Connty, Pennsylvania, in favor of the service-pen-
sion bill—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. FORNEY: Petition of 8. D. Warren, of De Kalb County, and
of Thomas 8, Winn, heir-at-law of Druecilla Winn, of Cherokee County,
Alabama, for reference of their claims to the Court of Claims—to the
Committee on War Claims. -

By Mr. LANHAM: Petitionof William H. Kelton, of Coryell County,
Texas, for the reference of his claim to the Court of Claims—to the
Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. J. J. O’NEILL: Petition for the relief of members of the Hol-
Jand Horse of Missouri—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

« By Mr. J. D. STEWART: Petition of Clandius P. Cassin, of Fulton

County, Georgia, for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims—to |-

the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr, STONE, of Missouri: Petition of William W. Kennedy, of
Missouri, for reference of his claim to the Court of Claims—to the Com-
mittee on War Claims.

By Mr. ROGERS: Petition relating to the suppression of trusts—to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. O. B, THOMAS: Papers in the case of William Miller, for
relief—to the Committee on Military Affairs.

By Mr. A. C. THOMPSON: Petition of citizens of Jackson County,
Ohio, to prevent the adulteration of food—to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: Petition of John D. Caron, for payment of
his war claims—to the Committee on War Claims.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FRIDAY, September 28, 1888.

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by Rev. J. A. PRICE, of
Washington, D. C,
The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved.
GENEEAL INDEX OF JOURNALS OF CONGRESS.

Mr. CARUTH, by unanimonus consent, snbmitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the Committee on Accounts:

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be hereby authorized to reappoint the
person recenily employed under the resolution of May 22, 1882, at the rate of
compensation fixed by the said resolution, to assist in the preparation of a
general index of the Journals of Gom under the resolution of June 18,1878,

to be paid out of the contingent fund of the Hous=e until an appropriation shall
be made.

CLAIMS ALLOWED BY ACCOUNTING OFFICERS, ETC.

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of
the Treasury. transmitting schedule of claims allowed by the account-
ing officers, the balances of which have been exhaunsted or carried to
the surplos fund; which was referred to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

’

REFERENCE OF BILLS.

The SPEAKER laid before the House Senate amendments to bills
of thala House of the following titles; which were referred as follows,
namely:

The bill (H. R. 6612) to grant the right of way through the Indian
Territory to the St. Louis and San Francisco Railway Company, and
for other pu to the Committee on Indian Affairs;

The bill (H. R. 7186) to authorize the Leavenworth and Rio Grande
Railway Company to construct and operate a railway through the In-

dian Territory, and for other purposes—to the Committee on Indian
Affairs;

The bill (H, R. 7843) granting to the Citrons Water Company the
right of way across the Papago Indian reservation in Maricopa County, .
Arizona—to the Committee on Indian Affairs; and

The bill (H. R. 7516) to increase the pension of Sylvester Stenrnes—
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

MARY F. PFEIFFER.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H. R. 4039) granting a pension to Mary F, Pfeiffer.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that this is merely a formal
amendment of the Senate to insert the name of the company in which
the soldier served.

Mr. HENDERSON, of Illinois.
Senate amendment.

The Senate amendment was concurred in.

NANCY J. COTNER.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H. R. 10831) granting a pension to Nancy J. Cot-

I ask the House to concur in the

ner.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that in this case the amend-
ment is also merely formal, tostrike out *‘ E’’ and insert *‘C;”’ and if
there be no objection the amendment will be concurred in.

There was no objection, and it was so ordered.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, A

A message from the Senate, by Mr. PLATT, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agreed to the report of the conference com-
mittee on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendment
of the Sepate numbered 110 to the sundry civil appropriation bill.

SUFFERERS BY YELLOW FEVER.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the joint resolution (S. R.
110) in aid of sufferers from yellow fever, with House amendments dis-

to by the Senate.

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the House will insist upon
its amendment, and agree to the conference asked by the Senate.

There was no objection. and it was so ordered.

REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS.

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse Senate bills; which were
severally read twice, and referred as follows, namely:

The bill (S. 3438) to refund illegal internal-revenue tax collected of
the late Alexander W. Baldwin, as United States district judge for the
district of Nevada—to the Committee on Claims.

The bill (8. 1839) for the relief of Daniel C. Rodman and others, sure-
ties on the bond of Ozias Morgan—to the Committee on Claims.

The bill (8. 2182) to amend sections 4488 and 4489 of the Revised
Statutes, requiring life-saving appliances on steamers—to the Commit-
tee on Commerce.

The bill (8. 3427) to amend section 4474 of the Revised Statutes of
the United States—to the Committee on Commerce.

The bill (8. 3124) creating three additional land offices in the State
of Colorudo—to the Committee on fhe Public Lands.

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (8. 3390) to create
the Lineoln land district in the Territory of New Mexico. 1
Mr. HOLMAN. I ask nnanimous consent that this bill, the title of
which has just been read, be allowed to remain on the Speaker’s table

for the present.

The SPEAKER. Without ohjection that order will be made.

There was no objection.

BOUNDARY LINE, CONNECTICUT AND RHODE ISLAND,

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the bill (8. 3098) con-
cerning the settlement of the boundary line between Connecticnt and
Rhode Island.

Mr. RUSSELL, of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent for the present consideration of that bill.

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read subject to the right of ob-
jection. .

The bill was read.

Mr. HOLMAN, I wish to inquire whether this has been considered
by the Committee on Foreign Aflairs?

Mr. RUSSELL, of Connecticut. A similar hill was intreduced in
the House and referred to the Judiciary Committee. A subcommitteé
have considered it.

Mr. ROGERS. Asis well known, Mr. Speaker, it is almost impossi-
ble to procure a guorum of any committee now. Somethinglikea week
ago this bill wa;l referred to a subcommittee of the Committee on the
Judiciary, of which I have the honor to be chairman, and I have per-
sonally given it the best consideration I could. I think thereisnosort
of doubt, if we could get the committee together in order to submit it,
it would receive the nnanimous indorsement of the committee.

It is to ratify an agreement between the two States named, they hav-
ing agreed upon the line, and all interests affecting the United States
are properly preserved, I think. Under the Constitution, however, the
assent of Congress must be given before the agreement between the
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