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LA ABRA SILVER 1\IININ(!- COMPANY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following mes­
sage from the President of the United States; which, with the accom­
panying papers, was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate of the United Slates: 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate dated March 25 last, in relation to 
La. Abra. Silver :Mining Company, and the distribution or payment of moneys 
to that corporation on account of the award in its favor by the Mexican Gov­
ernm.ent, I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State upon the 
subject, together with the accompanying papers. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Wa.shington, Apt-it 21,1890. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

BENJ. HARRISON. 

M:r. DAWES. I ask unanimous consent to have the reference of the 
memorial ofF. B. Wheeler, Alexander Campbell, Thomas B. Merry, and 
R. L. Miller, late assistant commissioners to the Melbourne Centennial 
International Exposition, asking compensation out of unexpended bal­
ance of appropriation, changed from the Committee on Appropriations 
to the Commit"tee on Foreign Relations. The memorial was so referred 
by mistake. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. That. change of reference will be made, 
if there b~ no objection. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 949) to amend section 4787 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill (H. R. 3083) for the relief of Humbert Brothers was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 149) appropriating the sum of $500 to 
complete the engraving and printing the portrait of James N. Burnes, 
deceased, late a member of the House of Representatives of the Fiftieth 
Congress, was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

IIDIEDIATE TRANSPORTATION OF DUTIABLE GOODS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following con­
current resolution from the House of Representatives: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concwrring), That the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives be directed to re-enroll the bill of the House 
H. R.105, "An act in relation to immediate transportation of dutiable goods, 
amendatory of the act of July 10, 1880," and insert therein, including the title, 
the word "June," wherever it occurs, in lieu of the word "July; " and also in­
sert, after t-he words" the seventh section of said act," the words "as hereby 
amended." 

Mr. FRYE. That is simply to correct a mistake, and I ask that it 
may be passed upon now. 

The resolution was concurred in. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT ASHLAND, WIS. 

Mr. SPOONER. On Saturday I moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the Senate passed the bill (H. R. 4652) for a public building at 
Ashland, Wis., because of a mistake made in the Senate report. The 
bill has gone to a conference committee and the mistake can be cor­
rected by that committee, and in order not to delay it I move tore­
consider the vote by which the House of Representatives was requested 

. to return the bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SPOONER. If there be no objection, I withdraw the mot:\on to 

reconsider. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair hears no objection, and the 

motion is withdrawn. 
DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL. 

1\Ir. PLUMB. 1 move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of House bill 3711, being the District of Columbia appropriation bill, 
Order of Business No. 963. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 3711) making 
appropriations to provide for the expenses of the government of the 
District of Columbia for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1891, and for 
other l>urposes. 

Mr. SAWYER. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o'clock and.7 Iili.nutes p.m.) the 

Senate adjourned until to-morrow, .Tuesday, April 22, 18901 at 12 
o'clock m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, .April 21, 1890. 

TheHousemetat12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. 
MILBURN, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday was read. 

The SPEAKER. The correction will be made, and the Journal as 
corrected will, without objection. be approved. 

There was no objection. 
ADDITIO~AL COPIES OF TARIFF BILL AND REPORTS. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed 25,000 additional copies of the bill (H. R. 9416) to reduce the 
revenue and equalize duties on imports, and for other purposes, together 
with the report of the majority and the views of the minority. 

Mr. PAYSON. While that is pending !desire to inquire of the gen­
tleman from Ohio whether it is the purpose of the Committee on Ways 
and Means to prepare and have published with the tariff bill a compar­
ison between the bill ·reported and existing law. It has always been 
the custom to do that, and it seems to be a wise course. 

Mr. McKINLEY. That comparison is already prepared, and is only 
awaiting completion before we present to the House an order for the 
printing. 

Mr. PAYSON. Then I suggest, ?tfr. Speaker, that all this literature 
should be printed together, the bill. the report of the majority, the 
views of the minority, and the comparison. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I think if the gentleman will examine the state­
ment we have made he will find that it will not be practicable for them 
to be published together. 
. Mr. PAYSON. Well, I made the inquiry for information. 
Mr. CARLISLE. I would suggest to the gentleman from Ohio that 

this order should provide that these docnmentB, after being printed. 
shall be equally distributed among the members of the Honse, or so 
many to the Senate and so many to the House--

Mr. McKINLEY. That is my understanding. 
Mr. CARLISLE. Otherwise they will all go to the document-room, 

and any one member who goes there first may get more than his proper 
share. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohioasksunanimousconsent 
that 25,000 additional copies of the tariff bill, the report of the major­
ity of the Committee on Ways and Means, together with the views of 
the minority, be printed, to be equally distributed among the mem­
bers of the House. Is there objection? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Is it the understanding that these docu­
ments are to be drawn on the orders of members or are they simply 
to be placed to the credit of the House? When they are placed to the 
credit of the House they are given out generally. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I understand this is to take the course of other 
documents that are printed by order of ~ogress. An equal number 
is to be given to each member, and subject to be drawn on his order. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from Ohio? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 

REPRINT OF MILITIA BILL. 

1\Ir. HENDERSON, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a simi­
lar request in regard to the biU (H. R. 8151) to promote the efficiency 
of the militia. I desire to ask a reprint, as th~ supply is exhausted. 

Mr. BLOUNT and Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. What bill 
is that? 

The SPEAKER. It is a bill to promote the efficiency of the militia. 
Is there objection to the request of the gentleman from Iowa? [After 
a pause. J The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered . 

ADDITIONAL COPIES OF RIVER .AND H..ARBOR BILL. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of illinois. Mr. Speaker, I desire to make a sim­
ilar request. I ask unanimous consent for an order to print a thousand 
additional copies of the bill (H. R. 9486) making appropriations for 
the construction, repair, and preservation of certain works on rivers and 
harbors, and for other purposes, being what is known as the river and 
harbor bill, and that the additional copies be equally divided among the 
members of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from illinois? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none, and it is so 
ordered. 

MELVILLE FOOTE. DECEASED. 

Mr. LEE, from the Committee on Accounts, submitted the follow­
ing report: 

"Resolved, That the Clerk ot the House of Representatives be directed io pay 
out of the contingent fund of the House to Charles B. Foote, father of 1\Ielville 
Foote, deceased, late clerk of the Committee on Levees and Improvements of 
the Mississippi River, a sum equal to his salary for six months, and that the 
Clerk be further directed to pay out ofthecontingentfund of the House the ex­
penses of the last illness and funeral of the said Melville Foote, such expenses 
not to exceed $250." 

The Committee on Accounts, to whom was referred a resolution submitted 
by Mr. BURROWS to pay to Charles B. Foote, father of Melville Foote, deceased

1 late clerk ot the Committee on Levees and Improvements of the l\Iississipp1 
River, a sum equal to his salary for six months and the expenses of his last ill· 
ness and funeral expenses, such expenses not to exceed $250 respectfully report 
that they have given the matter careful consideration, and, finding many prece­
dents of a similar nature, recommend the passage of the resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. PRINTING FOR COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to correct the Journal. The The Speaker laid before the House the following concurrent resolu· 
House on Saturday did not proceed to eulogize the late Hon. Samuel tion of the House, with au amendment of the Senate thereto: 
Sullivan Cox under unanimous consent, but by special order. Reaolvecl by the House of RepreseJllati1Jes (the Senate concun-ing), That there be 
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printed for the use of the House 10,000 copies of the hearings now being held 
before the Committee on Ways and Means, of which 3,000copies shall be bound 
in cloth. 

lN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, Aprill2, 1890. 
R esolved, That the foregoing resolution of the House of Representatives do 

pass with the following amendment: 
Strike out all after "of," in line 3, and insert" Congress 15,000 copies of the 

hearings before the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Representa.. 
tives, of which 5,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate and 10,000 copies 
for the use of the House; and one-half in number of the said publication shall 
b~ bound in cloth. 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House concur in the 
Senate amendment. 

The motion to concur was agreed to. 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN l't!INNESOTA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse the bill (H. R. 4587) provid· 
ing the terms and places of holding courts of the United States in the 
district of Minnesota, and for other purposes, with amendment:B of the 
Senate thereto. 

The amendment:B were read, as follows: 
Page 2, strike out all after the word "resides," in line 16, down to and includ­

ing "committed," in line 21. 
Page 2, line 26, strike out all after the word "resides" down to and including 

the word "found," on page 3. 
Page 3, lines 25 and 26, strike out" or in the appointment of six" and insert 

"each appoint a." 
Page 3, line 26, strike out" clerks, one for each division," and insert "clerk at 

the place where their respective courts are required to be held in the division 
of the district in which such clerk shall not himself reside." 

Page 4, line 5, after the word "appointed," insert: "Pro-vided That the ap­
pointment of such deputies shall be approved by cour~ for which they shall have 
been respectively appointed, and may be annulled by such court at its pleasure, 
and the clerks shall be responsible for the official acts and negligence of their 
respective deputies." 

Mr. LIND. Mr. Speaker, I move that the Honse concur in the amend­
ments of the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I think the bill as amended ought to 
be read, or else we ought to have some explanation of the effect of t)lese 
amendments. 

Mr. LIND. Mr. Speaker, this bill passed the Honse some time ago 
upon the unanimous report of the J ndiciary Committee. The Senate 
amendments are simply formal. The bill as it passed the Honse pro­
vided that criminal prosecutions should be instituted in the particular 
subdivisions where the alleged crimes were committed. These amend­
ments simply strike that out and provide that criminal prosecutions 
may be instituted in the district, as now reqnired by law, without con­
fining them to the special subdivisions in which theallegedcrimemay 
have been committed. 

:Mr. HOLMAN. That is the effect of the amendments? 
1\Ir. LIND. Yes; that is the effect. 
The motion to concur in the Senate amendment:B was agreed to. 
Mr. LU,T]) moved to reconsider the vote by which the Senate amend­

ments were concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconsider 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
PUBLIC BUILDING AT TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a bill (H. R. 7175) for the 
·erection of a public building at Tuscaloosa, Ala., with an amendment 
of the Senate thereto and a request for a committee of conference. 

The amendment was read. 
Mr. BANKHEAD. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House non-concur 

in the Senate amendment and agree to the request for a conference. 
The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. STRUBLE. M:r. Speaker, I now call np the unfinished busi­

ness of Saturday. 
1\Ir. WILSON, of Missouri. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for 

a moment to ask unanimous consent for the consideration of a joint 
resolution. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I will yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. WILSON, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint 

resolution (H. Hes. 149); which was read a first and second time. It 
is as follows: 

R esolved by the Senate an d House of Representatives, etc., That the sum of $>00, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to complete the engraving 
and printin~ of the portrait of James N. Burnes, deceased, late a member of the 
House of Represent.a.tives in., the Fiftieth Congress, as authorized by the act of 
Congress approved ?.1arch 1, "1889. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed a,nd read~ third 
time; and being engrossed, it w~ accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

ASSISTAN'T FOREMAN, HOUSE FOLDING-ROOli. 
Mr. STRUBLE. I yield for a moment to the gentleman from Kansas 

(Mr. KELLEY). 
Mr. KELLEY. I desire to present a privileged report from the Com­

mittee on Accounts, and ask for its immediate consideration. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

.Resolved, That the Doorkeeper of the House be, nnd he is hereby, authorized 
to employ an a.ssistantWforeman in the folding-room of the House during the 
Fifty-first Congress, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House, until 
otherwise provided for, a salary at the rate of$1,200 per annum. 
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The SPEAKER. · -This seems to be an original resolution. 
Mr. KELLEY. It is. · On behalf of the Committee on .A.cconnts, I 

ask for its immediate consideration. 
The SPEAKER. This bill can not be made the subject of a privi­

leged report. No committee of the House can originate legielation in 
this way. 

Mr. KELLEY. Well, on behalf of the committee, I ask unanimous 
consent for the present consideration of the resolution. 

Mr. BL4ND. I hope the gentleman will make some explanation 
about it. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will again read the resolution. 
The resolution was again read. 
Mr. KERR, of Iowa. I object to the consideration of this resolu­

tion. 
BRIDGE ACROSS 1\llSSOURI RIVER, SIOUX CITY, IOWA. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I now call np the unfinished business. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the title of the bill coming 

over from Saturday last. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 8250) to amend an act entitled "An act authorizing the construe· 
tion of a high wagon-bridge across the Misaouri River at or near Sioux City, 
Iowa," approved March 2,1889. 

The SPEAKER. This bill was read on Saturday last. The amend­
menta proposed by the committee will now be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Section 1, line 10, after the word "draw-bridge," insert ''with one or more 

draws, as may be prescribed by t-he Secretary of War." 
Section 1, line 29, after the word" thereof," insert the following: "Provided, 

That said city of Sioux City, Iowa., ita successors or assigns, shall, at their own 
expense, build and maintain, under direction and supervision of the Secretary 
of War, such wing~ams and booms or other works necessary to maintain the 
channel within the draw span or spans of said bridge, and shall, at their own 
expense, maintain a depth of water through eaid draw span or spa.ns not less 
than that now existing, as shown by the report of the War Department, at the 
point where said bridge may be located: and if said city of Sioux City, its su~ 
cessors or assigns, or either of them, shall fail to maintain such channel as 
aforesaid, then the Secretary of War may cause said channel to be opened and 
maintained at proper depth for navigation through said span or spans at the 
expense of the owners of said bridge, or may remove obstructions to navigation 
as provided in section 6 of said act, approved March 2, 1889.'' 

At the end of section 2 insert the following as section 3: 
·• SEC. 3. That all railroad companies desiring the use of said bridge, a~ 

proaches, and accessory works shall have and be entitled to equal rights and 
privileges relative to the passage of railway trains or cars over the same and 
over the approaehes thereto, upon payment of a reasonable compensation for 
such use; and in case the owner or owners of said bridge and the several rail­
road companies, or any one of them, desiring such use, shall fail to agree upon 
the sum or sums to be paid and upon rules and conditions to which each shall 
conform in using said bridge, all matters in issue between them shall be decided 
by the Secretary of War upon reasonable notice to the parties in interest and 
upon consideration of such allegations and proofs as may be submitted to him." 

1\ir. STRUBLE. I ask that further amendment8 which I have sent 
to the desk may also be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
In lines 7, 8, 30, and 38 of section 1 strike out the words "city or Sioux City, 

Iowa," and insert "Pacific Short Line Bridge Company." 

Mr. STRUBLE. The object of these amendments is that the Pa­
cific Short Line Bridge Company, instead of Sioux City, Iowa, shall ap­
pear in each place as the grantee of ·this charter. 

1\Ir. TURNER, of Georgia. Does the gentleman, in these amend­
ments, propose to strike out the words "successors or assigns" wher­
ever they occur in the bill? 

1\fr. STRUBLE. No, sir; the@>men~ments do not propose that. 
Mr. TURNER, of Georgia.. Then, as I understand, the gentleman 

proposes still to retain in the bill those words wherever they occur. I 
object to that language. I do not think it is a. good practice for the Con­
gress of the United States to grant these privileges to cor ations and 
at thesametime make the grantsassignable. I believe Cong ought 
to judge in the first instance as to the propriety of consent bein iven 
to the exercise of these privileges by any particular corporation. If 
the gentleman will consent to strike out those words, I will withdraw 
all opposition to the bill. I will add that, according to my ij:lforma­
tion, the parties interested in thiR bill would be content w·ith that 
change. It is perfectly obvious that privileges granted under the 
phraseology proposed in the bill would be simply speculative. Unless 
the gentleman will consent to strike out those words, I will at the 
proper time move an amendment to that effect. , 

Mr. STRUBLE. I will consent to the modification of my amend­
ment8 as suggested by the gentleman from Georgia, with the under­
standing that the amendments I submit shall Rtrike out the words 
"the city of Sioux City, Iowa, its successors, or assigns" wherever they 
occur in the bill, except in line 17, page 2, where power is given to 
Sioux City to regulate tolls. At that place I wish the words to remain; 
also, that the word "ita" be inserted in lieu of "their," in line 31 of 
the first section, and that the words '' or either of them,'' in line 39 
of said section, be stricken out. 

1.1r. TURNER, of Georgia. To that I have no objection. 
The amendments of Mr. STRUBLE as modified were read, as follows I 
In lines 7, 8, 30, 38, and39, of section!, strikeout the words "city of Sioux City, 

Iowa, its successors, or assigns" and insert "Pacific Short Line Bridge Com~ 
pany." 
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In line 31, same section, strike out" their" and insert" its." 
In line 39, same section, strike out "or either of them." 

:Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. I now make no opposition to the amend­
ments proposed by the gentleman from Iowa. 

The amendments of Mr. STRUBLE to the amendments of the commit­
tee wm:e agreed to. 

The amendments of the committee as amended were adopted. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

time; and it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. STRUBLE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 

passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
HUMBERT BROS. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleague [Mr. 
TURNER], who is unavoidably absent, I ask unanimous consent to dis­
charge the Committee of the Whole House from the further consider­
ation of the bill (H. R. 3083) for the relief of Humbert Bros. and put 
it upon its passage. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of &presentatives of the United States of 

America in Oonm·ess assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
hereby is, instructed to redeem in favor of Humbert Bros. two 5 per cent. 
registered bond!! for ~.ooo each, inscribed on the books of the Treasury Depart­
ment in the name of J. &. \V. Seligman & Co., and numbered 7696 and 7697, 
respectively, issued under the act of March 3, 1864, and known as ten-forties, 
8aid bonds having been assigned in blank and stolen from said Humbert 
Bros. on or about March 11, 1873, upon the said Humbert Bros. complying 
with the following conditions: That they file with the Secretary of the Treas­
ury a consent by J. & W. Seligman & Co. to the cancellation of the entry on 
the books of the Treasury showing the said J. &. W. Seligman & Co. to be 
owners of said stolen bonds, numbers 7696 and 7697, and to the payment of the 
principal of said bond!! and the accrued interest thereon from last int~rest pay­
ment to the maturity of the call in which they are included, to the said Hum­
bert Bros., which consent shall be in writin2' executed and duly acknowl­
edged by the said J. & W. Seligman & Co. and approved by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. That the sa.id Humbert Bros. also execute and file with 
the Secretary of the Trea.sury a bond with sufticient sureties, to be approved 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, in the penalty of $20,000, conditioned to save 
harmless and indemnify the United States u·om loss or liability on account of 
said bonds or the int~rest accrued thereon, and shall renew said bond!!, from 
time to time, as the Secretary of the Treasury or his successors may require. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

Mr. KERR, of Iowa. I would ask if there is a statement-
Mr. CUMMINGS. I ask for the reading of the report, .Mr. Speaker, 

which will explain. 
.Mr. KERR, of Iowa. I do not ask for the reading of the report, but 

simply desire to know if there is a statement from the Secretary of the 
Treasury in regard to these bonds? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. The gentleman from :New York [Ur. DuNPHYl, 
who reported the bill, will answer. -

Mr. DUNPHY. TheSecretaryoftheTreasury has approved the bill, 
I will state to the gentleman, and has a bond ready to be executed. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was considered, ordered to be en­
grossed and read a. third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. 

.Mr. CillrniNGS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ARTIFICIAL Lil\ffiS. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union from the 
further consideration of the bill (H. R. 949) to amend section 4787 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States and put it upon its passage. 

The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That section 4i87 of the Revised Statutes of the United Sta.tes 

be amended by striking out the word "five" where it occurs therein, and in­
serting in lieu thereof the word "three," so t.hat when amended said section will 
read as follows: "Every officer, soldier, seaman, and marine who was disabled 
during the war for the suppression of the rebellion, in the military or naval 
service, and in the line of duty, or in consequence of wounds received or dis­
ease contracted therein, and who was furnished by the 1Va.r Department since 
the 17th day of June, 1870, with an artificial limb or apparatus for resection, 
who was entitled to receive such limb or apparatus since said date, shall be en­
titled to receive a new limb or apparatus at the expiration of every three years 
thereafter, under such regulations as have been or may be prescribed by the 
Surgeon-General of the Army. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill'( 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I think we had better have 
the regular order. 

Mr. THO:UAS. It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that if the gentleman 
understood the bill he would not interpose an objection toJ.t. Allow 
me just a moment to say to the gentleman from Kentucky that this 
bill simply changes the time from five years to three years when a 
party may receive artificial limbs under the law. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Is it necessary now? 
Mr. THOMAS. Very necessary. 

M:r. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Then I withdraw the ob­
jection. 

There being no further objection, the bill was considered, ordered 
to b~ engrossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac­
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. THOM:AS moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
PETER L YLE1 DECEASED. 

~Ir. STONE, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole House from the further con­
sideration of the bill (H. R. 2456) for the relief of the legal representa­
tives of Peter Lyle, deceased, and put it upon its passage. 

The bill was read at length. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 

the bill? 
M:r. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I will withhold an objection for the 

present. I desire to ask the gentleman from Kentucky a question with 
the privilege of objection afterwards. Has this man a dependent 
mother, an infant child, or a widow? 

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky. Neither. 
Mr. CANNON. Then I object. 
Mr. STONE, of Kentucky. I hope the gentleman will not urge his 

objection in this case. This bill was introduced into Congress time and 
again by Mr. Randall when he wa~ a member of this body, and he was 
most anxious to have it passed. It was introduced by Mr. O'NEILL, 
of Pennsylvania, at this session of Congress, by request of Mr. Ran· 
dall. 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will allow me a moment, I wish 
to say only this: The gentleman says there is no widow, dependent 
parent, or minor child. 

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky. No; none. 
Mr. CANNON. Now, this money is to be voted out of the public 

Treasury to the payment of the creditors of this man. I object. 
Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman yield a moment to hear an ex­

planation? 
M:r. LODGE. :Mr. Speaker, let us have the regular order. 
M:r. STONE, of Kentucky. Let me say to the gentleman from Illi­

nois that the parties who took care of this gentleman while he was en­
tirely helpless are certainly entitled to some consideration. The ar­
rears of pension were granted to him, the certificate issued, and one 
day later he died. You haYe a law which was passed at the last ses­
sion of Congress that would meet a case of this kind had it occurred 
after the pas...qage of that law. But it does not go behind it. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded, and the bill is not 
before the House. 

OKLAHO:llA. 

Mr. STRUBLE. Mr. Speaker, I submit a privileged report fi·om the 
committee of conference on the Oklahoma bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the conference report. . 
Mr. SPRINGER. l suggest that the statement accompanying thiS 

report be first read, and perha~ it may obviate the necessity of having 
the whole report read, which is quite lengthy . 

Ur. HOLMAN. Let the report be read. I have no objection to read­
ing the statement first, but I do not wish to waive the right to have the 
amendments read. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk had better proceed with the reading of 
the report. 

Mr. HOOKER. Yes; we had better proceed in the regular way with 
this matter. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the report, as fol­
lows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the House to the bill of the Senate (S. 895) to provide a tem­
porary government for the Territory of Oklahoma, having met, after full and 
free conference have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respect­
ive Houses as follows: 

That the Sen11.te recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the House 
to said bill and agree to the same with an aruendment, namely: Strike out all 
of said amendment, and in lieu thereof insert the following: 

"Sxc. I. That all that portion of the United States now known as the Indian 
Territory, except so much of the same as is actually occupied by the five civil­
ized tribes and the Indian tribes within the Quapaw Indian agency, and ex­
cept the unoccupied part of the Cherokee Outlet together with that portion of 
the United States known as the Public Land Strip, is hereby erected into a tem­
porary government by the name of the Territory of Oklahoma. The portion 
of the Indian Territory included in said Territory of Oklahoma is bounded by a 
line drawn as follows: Commencing at a point where the ninety-eighth me­
rid.ian crosses the Red River, thence by said meridian to the point where it 
crosses the Canadian River, thence along said river to the westline of the Semi­
nole country, thence along said line to the north fork of the Canadian River, 
thence down said river to the west line of the Creek country, thence along said 
line to the northwest corner of the Creek country, thence along the north line 
of the Creek country to the ninety-sixth meridian, thence northward by said 
meridian to the southern bowulary line of Kansas, thence west along- said line 
to the Arkansas River, thence down said river to the north line of the land occu­
pied by the Ponca tribe of Indians; from which point the I ine rnns so as to include 
all the lands occupied by the Ponca. 'l'onkawa. Otoeand l'tfissouria, and the Paw­
nee tribes of Indians until it strikes the south line of the Cherokee OuUet, which 
itfollows westward to the westline of the$tate of Texas, thence by the toundary 
line of the State of Texas to the point of beginning; the Public Land Stt·ip which 
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is included in said Territory of Okla,horna is bounded east by the one hundredth 
meridian, south by Texas, west by New Mexico, north by Colorado and Ka.n­
'sas. Whenever the interest ofthe Cherokee Indians in the land known as the 
Oherokee Outlet shall have been extinguished and the President shall make proc­
lamation thereof, said Outlet shall thereupon, and without further legislation, 
become a pa.rt o! the Territory of Oklahoma. Any other lands within the In­
dian Territory not embraced within these boundaries shall hereafter become a 
part of the Territory of Oklahoma whenever the Indian nation or tribe owning 
such lands shall signify to the President of the United States in legal manner 
its assent that such lands shall so become a part of said Territory of Oklahoma., 
and the President sha.ll thereupon make proclamation t{) that effect. 
"Con~ress may at any time hereaft-er change the boundaries of Slloid Territory 

or attach any portion of the same to any other State or Territory of the United 
States without the consent of the inhabitants of the Territory hereby created: 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to impair any ri~ht now 
pertaining to any Indians or Indian tribe in said Territory under the laws, 
agreements, and treaties of the UnHed States, or to impair the rights of person 
or property pertaining to said Indians, or to affect the authority of the Govern­
ment of the United States to make any regulation or to make any law respect­
ing said Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, which it would have been 
oompetent to make or enact if this acli had not been passeq. 

"SEC. 2. That the executive power of the Territory of Oklahoma shall be vested 
in governor, who shall hold his office for four years and until his successor 
shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President of the 
United States. The governor shall reside within said Territory; shall be com­
mander-in-chief of the militia. thereof; he may grantpardonsforoffensesaga.inst 
t.he laws of said Territory, and reprieves for offenses against the laws of the 
United States, until the decision of the President can be made known thereon; 
he shall commission all office'I'S who shall be appointed to office under the laws 
of said Territory, and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

"SEc. 3. That there shall be a secretary of said Territory,who shall reside 
therein and hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed by the Presi­
dent of the United States; he shall record and preserve all the laws and the 
proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter constituted, and all acts 
and proceedingsofthegovernor in his exeeutivedep&rtment; he shall transmit 
one copy of the laws and journals of the Legislative Assembly, within thirty 
days after the end of each session thereof, to the President of the United States 
and to the Secretary of the Interiorand,atthesame time, two copies of the laws 
and journals{)( the Legislati v<l Assembly to the Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives and the President of the SenM6 for the use of Congress; and in case 
of the death, removal, resignation, or other necessary absence of the governor 
fr{)m the Territory, the secretary shall execute all the powel's and perform all 
the duties of governor during such vaca~::cy o1· absence, or until another gov­
ernor is appointed and qualified. 

"SEC. 4.. That the legislative power and .authority of said Territory sha11 be 
vested in the governor and Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly 
shallconsistofacouncilanda.houseofrepresentatives. Thecouncilshallconsist 
of thirteen members, having the qualifica.Hons of voters as hereinafter pre­
scribed, whose term of service shall continue two years. The house of repre­
sentatives shall consist of twenty-six members, possessing the same qualifica­
tions as prescribed for members of the council, and whose term of service shall 
continue two years, and the sessions of the Legislati'f"e Assembly sha.U be bien­
nial and shall be limited to sixty days' duration: Prot•ided, however, Thatthe du­
n.tion of the first session of said Legislative Assembly may continue one hun­
dred and twenty daY.B. 

"That for the purpose of fa.cilltating the organization of a. temporary govern­
ment in the Territory of Oklahoma, seven counties are herebyesta.hlished there­
in, to be known, untila.ft.erthefirstelection in the Territory, as the First County, 
the Second County, the Third County, the Fourth County, the Fifth County, nnd 
the Sixth County,the boundaries of which sha.ll be fixed by the governor of the 
Territory until otherwise provided by the Legislative Assembly ~ereof. The 
county seat of the First County shall be at Guthrie. The county sea.t of the Sec­
ond County shall be a.t Oklahoma City. The count.y seat of tbe Third County 
sball be at Norman. The county see.t of the Fourth County shall be at El Reno. 
The county seat of the Fifth County shall be at Kingfisher City. The county seat 
of the Sixth County shall be at Stillwater. The Seventh County shall embrace 
all that portion of the Territory lying west of the one hundredth meridinn, 
known as the Public Lllnd Strip, the county seat of which shall be at Beaver: 
PrO'Vided, That the county seats located by this ad may be changed in such man­
ner as the Territorial Legislature mayfrovide. 

"At the first election for members o the Legislative Assembly the people of 
each county mlt.y vote for a name for such county, and the name which receives 
the greatest number of votes shall be the name of such county. If two or more 
counties should select the same name, the county which casts the greatest num­
ber of votes forsuch name shall be entitled to the sa.me, and the names receiving 
the next highest number of votes in the other counties shnll be the names of such 
counties. An apportionment shall be made by the governor as nea.rly equal as 
practicable among the several counties or districts forthe election of the council 
and house of represent&tives, giving to each section of the Territory representa­
tion in the ratio of its population (excepting Indians not taxed) as nearly as may 
be, and the members of the council and house of representatives eha.ll reside in 
and be inhabitants of the district for which they may be elected, respectively. 
Previous t{) the first election the governor shall cause a census or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the several counties or districts of the Territory to be taken, 
unless the same shall have been taken and published by the United States, in 
which case such census and enumeration shall be adopted, and the first election 
shall be held at such times and places and be conducted in such manner, both as 
to the persons who superintend such election and the returns thereof, as the 
governor shall appoint and direct, and he shall at the same time declare the 
number of the members of the council and house of representatives to which 
each of the counties or districts shall be entitled, as shown by the census herein 
provided for. 

"The number of persons authorized to be elected, having the highest number 
of legal votes in each of said council districts for members of the council, shall 
be declared by the governor to be duly elected to the council, and the person 
or persons authorized to be elected, having the greatest number of votes for the 
house of representatives equal to the number to which ea.ch county or district 
shall be entitled, shall be declared by the governor to be elected members of the 
house of rep1·esenta.tives: Provided, That in case two or more persons voted for 
have au equal nwn ber of votes, and in case a. va.cancy otherwise occurs in either 
branch of the Legislative Assembly, the governor shall order a new election, 
and the persons thus elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such 
place and on such day as the governor shall appoint, but after such first elec­
tipn, however, the time, place, and manner of holding elections by the people, 
and the apportionment of representation, and the day of the commencement 
of the regular sessions of the Legislative Assembly shall be prescribed by law: 
Provided, hCFwever, That the governor shall have power to call the Legislative 
Assembly together by proclamation, on an extraqrdinary occasion at any time. 

"SEc. 5. That all male citizens of the United Stat~sabove the age of twenty-one 
years, and all male persons of foreign birth over said age who shall have twelve 
months prior thereto declared their intention t{) become citizens of the United 
States, as now required by law, who are actual residents at the time of the pas­
sage of this act of that portion of said Territ{)rywhich was declared by the proc­
lamation ofthe President to be open for settlement op the22d day of .April, A. D. 
1889, and of that portion of said Territory heretofore known as the_Public Land 

Strip, shall be entitled to vote at the first election in the Territory. At everv 
subsequent election the qualifications of voters and of holding office shall be 
such~ maybe prescribed by the Legislative Assembly, subject, however, to the 
folloWIDg restrictions on the power of the Legislative Assembly, namely: First. 
The right of suftrage and of holding o1fice shall be exercised only by citizens 
of the United States above the age of twenty-one years and by persons of for­
eign birth above that age who have declared, on oath., before a competent court 
of record, as required by the na.turalizd.tion laws of the United States, their in­
tention to become citizens, and have taken an oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States, and who shall have been re~idents of the United States 
for the term of twelve months before the election at which they offer to vote. 
Second. There shall be no denial of the elective franchise or of holding office 
ta a. citizen on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. Third. 
No officer, soldier, seaman, marine, or other person in the Army or Navy or at­
tached to troops in the service of the United States shall be allowed to vote in 
said Territory by reason of being on service therein. Fourth. No person be­
longing to the Army or Navy shall be elected to or hold any civil office or ap­
pointment in said Territory. 

"Sxc. 6. That the legislative power of the Territ{)ry shall extend to all rightful 
subjects of legislation not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, but no law shall be passed interfering with the primary disposal 
of the soil; no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United States, nor 
shall the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher than the 
lands or other property of residents, nor shall any law be pMsed impairing 
the right to priyate property, nor shall any unequal discrimination be made in 
taxing different kinds of property, but all property subject to the taxation shall 
be taxed in proportion to its value: Provided, Thatnothinghereinshall beheld 
to prohibit the levying and collecting license or special taxes in the Territory 
from persons engaged in any business therein, if the legislative power shall con­
sider such taxes necessary. Every bill which shall have passed the council and 
the house of representl\tlves of said Territory shall, before it becomes a law, be 
presented to the governor of the Territory. If he approve he shall sign it, but, U 
not, he shall return it with his objections to the house in which it originated, who 
shall ent.er the objections at large upon their journal and proceed to reconsider it. 
If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the 
bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which 
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house 
it shall become a law. But in all such cases the vote of both houses shall be 
determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on the journal of each house, re­
spectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within five days 
(Sunday excepted) aft.er it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be 
a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the assembly, by adjourn­
ment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

"SEc. 7. That all township, district, and county officers not herein otherwise 
provided for shall be appointed or elected, as the case may be, in such manner 
a.'l shall be provided by the goveruoT and Legislative Assembly of the Territory. 
The governor shall nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of the 
council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise provided for, and in the first 
instance the governor alone may appoint all such officers, who shall hold their 
offices until the end of the first session of the Legislative .Assembly; and he shall 
lay off the necessary districts for members of the council and house of repre­
sentatives and all other ofticers, and whenever a vacancy happens from resig­
nation or death, during the recess of the legislative council, in any office which 
is filled by appointment of the governor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the council, the governor shall fill such 'i'a.C&ncy by granting a commission 
which shall expire at the end of the next session of the legislative council. It 
is further provided that the Legislative Assembly shall not authorize the issuing 
any bond, scrip, or evidence of debt by the Territory, or any county, city, town, 
or townshi14therein for the construction of any railroad. 

"SEc. 8. That no member of the Legislative Assembly shall bold or be ap­
pointed to any office which has been created or the salary or emoluments of 
which hR.ve been increased while he was a member during the term for which 
he was elected .and for one year after the expiration of such teTm, but this 
restriction shall not be applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly 
provided for by this act; and no person holding a commission or appointment 
under the United States, except postmasters, shall be a member of the Legis­
lative Assembly or shall hold any office under the government of said Territory. 

"SEC. 9. That the judicial power of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme 
court, district courts, probate courts, and justices of the peace. The supreme 
court sh!l.ll consist of a chief-justice and two associate justices, any two of whom 
shall constitute a quorum. They shall hold their offices for four years, and 
until their successors are appointed and qualified, and they shall hold a term 
annually at the seat of government of said Territory. The jurisdiction or the 
several courts herein provided for, both appellate and original, and that of the 
probate courh and of the justices of the peace shall be as limited by law: Pro­
tJided, That justices of the peace, who shall be elected in such manner as the 
Legislative .Assembly may provide by law, slmlJ. not ha.ve jurisdiction of any 
matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may be in dis.i!'ute 
or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed SlOO; and the said supreme and 
districts courts, respectively, shall possess chaucery as well as common-law 
jurisdiction and authority for r edress of all wrongs committ-ed against the Con­
stitution or laws of the United States or of the Territory affecting persons or 
property. Said Territory shall be divided into three judicial districts, and a 
district court shall be held in each count.y in said district thereof by one of the 
justices of the supreme court, at such time and 1>lace as may be prescribed by 
law, and each judge after assignment shall reside in the district to which he is 
assigned. 

"The supreme court shall define said judicia1 districts, and shall fix the times 
and places at each county seat in each district where the district court shall be 
held and designate the judge who shall preside therein. And the territory not 
embraced in organized counties shall be attached for judicial purposes to such 
organized county or counties as the supreme court may det".rmine. The su­
preme court of said Territory shall appoint its own clerk, who shall hold his 
office at the pleasure of the court for which he is appointed. Ea.ch district court 
shall appointit.sclerk, who shall also be the register in chancery, and shallk~p 
his office where the cour~ may be held. 'Vrits of error, bills of exception, and 
appealsshall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of said district court-s 
to the supreme court under such regulations as may be pre15cribed by law, but; 
in no case removed to the supreme court shall trial by jury be allowed in said 
court. 'Vrits of error and appea1s from the final decisions of said supreme court 
shall be allowed and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the United States 
in the same manner and under the same regulations as from the circuit courts 
of the United States, where the value of the property or the amount in contro­
versy, to be ascertained by oath or affirmation of either party or other compe­
tent witness, shall exceed $5,000; and each of the said district courts shall have 
and exercise, exclusive of any court heretofore established, the same jurisdiction 
in all cases arising under the Constitution and laws of the United States as is 
vested in the circuit and district courts of the United States. 

"In addition ro the jurisdiction otherwise conferred by this act, said district 
courts shall have and exercise exclusive original jurisdiction over all offenses 
against the laws of the United States committed within tha.tpo:rtion of the Cher­
okee Outlet not embraced within the boundaries ofsaid Territory of Oklahoma 
as herein defined, and in all civil cases between citizens of the United States 
residing in such portion of the Cherokee Outlet, or between citizens of the 
United States or of any State or Territory and any citizen of or person or persons 
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residing or found therein, when the value of the thing in controversy or dam­
ages or money claimed shall exceed $100; writs of error, bills of exceptions, and 
appeals shall in all such cases, civil and criminal, be allowed from the district 
courts to the supreme court in like manner and be proceeded with in like man­
ner as in cases arising within the limits of said Ten-itory. 

"For all judicial purposes as herein defined such portion of the Cherokee Out­
let not embraced within the boundaries of the Territory of Oklahoma shall be 
attached to and be a part Qf one of the judicial districts of said Territory as 
may be designated by the supreme court. All acts and parts of acts heretofore 
e nacted, conferring jurisdiction upon United States courts held beyond and out­
side the limits of the Territory of Oklahoma as herein defined, as to all causes 
of action or offenses in said Territory, and in that portion of the Cherokee Oqt­
Jet hereinbefore referred to, are hereby repealed, and such jurisdiction is hereby 
given to the supreme and district courts in said Territory; but all actions com­
menced in such courts and crimes committed in said Territory and in the Cher­
okee Outlet prior to the passage of this act shall be tried and prosecuted and 
proceeded with until finally dispo,sed of in the courts now having jurisdiction 
thereof, as if this act had not been passed. The said supreme and district courts 
oft!aid Territory and the respective judges thereof shall and may grant writs 
of mandamus and habeas corpus in atl cases authorized by law; and the first 
six days of every term of said <Jourts, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, 
shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said Constitution 
and laws; and writs of error and appeals in all such cases shall be made to the 
sup,reme court of said Territory, as in other cases. 

'SEc.10. Persons charged with aqy offense or crime in the Territory of Okla.­
homa, and for whose arrest a warrant has been issued, may be arrest-ed by the 
United States marshal or any of his deputies, wherever found in said Terri­
tory; but in all cases the accused shall be taken, for preliminary examination, 
before a United States commissioner or a justice of the peace of the county 
whose office is nearest to the place where the offense or crime was committed. 

"All offenses.committed in said 'l'erritory, if committed within any organized 
county, shall be prosecuted and tried within said countyhand if committed 
within territory not embraced in any organized county s all be prosecuted 
and tried in the coun'y to which such territory shall be attached for judicial 
purposes. And all civil actions shall be institut-ed in the county in which tae 
defendant, or either of them, resides or may be found; and when such actions 
arise within any portion of said Territory not organized as a county such 
actions shall be instituted in the county t-o which such territory is attached for 
judicial purposes, but any case, civil or criminal, may be remo>ed, by change 
of venue, to another county. 

•• SEc. ll. That the following chapters and provisions of the Compiled Laws of 
the Slate of Nebmska, in force November 1,1889, in so far as they are locally ap­
plicable and not in conflict with the laws of the United States or with this act, 
are hereby extended to and put in force in the Territory of Oklahoma until 
after the adjournment of thefirst session of the Legislative Assembly of said Ter­
l"ilory, namely: The provisions of articles 2, 3, and 4 of chapter 2, entitled 'Ag­
riculture;' of chapter 4, en titled 'Animals; ' of chapter 6, entitled 'Assignments;' 
of chapter 7, entitled 'Attorneys;' of chapter 10, entitled 'Bonds and oaths-of­
ficial;' of chapter 12, entitled • Chattel mortgages; ' of chapter 14, entitled 'Cities 
of the second class and villages;' of chapter 15, entitled • Common law;' of chap­
ter 16,entitled 'Corporations;' of chapter18,entitled 'Counties and county of­
ficers;' ofsections15 and 16 of article 6 of the constitution of said State and of 
chapter 20 of said laws, entitled' Courts-probs.te;' of chapter 23,entitled 'De­
cedenta ;' of chapter 24, entitled 'Deputies;' of chapter 25, entitled 'Divorce and 
alimony;' of chapter 26, entitled 'Elections;' of chapter 28, entitled 'Fees; ' of 
chapter 32, entitled' Frauds;' of chapter 34, entitled 'Guardians and wards;' of 
chapter 36, entitled 'Homesteads;' of chapter 41, entitled' Instruments nego­
tiable;' of chapter 44, entitled' Interest;' of chapter 41>, entitled' Jails;' of chap­
ter 50, entitled 'Liquors' (but no licenses shall be issued under this chapter); of 
chapter 52, entitled '1\:Iarrmge;' ofchapter53, entitled 'Married women;' of chap­
ter 54, entitled 'Mechanics and laborers' liens;' of chapter 61, entitled 'Nota­
ries public;' of chapter 62, entitled 'Oaths and affirmations;' of chapter 63, en­
titled' Occupying claimants;' of article 1 of chapter 721 entitled 'Railroads ;' of 
chapter 73, entitled 'Real estate ;' and the provisions ot part 2 of said laws, en­
titled 'Code of civil procedure,' and of part 3 thereof, entitled 'Criminal code.' 

"The governor of said Territory is authorized to divide each county into elec­
tion precincts and into such political subdivisions other than school districts as 
may be required by the laws of the State of Nebraska; and be is hereby author­
ized to appoint all officers of such counties and subdivisions thereof as be shall 
deem necessary and all election officers until their election or appointment 
shall be provided for by the Legislative Assembly but not more than two of the 
jud~es or inspectors of election in any election precinct shall be members of the 
same political party, and the candidates of each political party who may be 
voted for at such election may designate one person who shall be present at the 
counting and canvassing- of the votes cast in each precinct. 

"The supreme and district courts of said Territory shall have the same power 
to enforce the laws of the State of Nebraska hereby extended to and putinforce 
in said Territory as courts of like jurisdiction have in said State; but county 
courts and justices of the peace shall have and exercise the jurisdiction which is 
authorized by said laws of N ebrnska: Prcwided, That the jurisdiction of justices 
of the peace in said Territory shall not exceed the sum of $100, and county courts 
shall have jurisdiction in all cases where the sum or matter in demand exceeds 
the sum of $100. 

"SEc. 12. That jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon the district courts in the 
Territory of Oklahoma over all controversies aris ing between members or citi­
zens of one tribe or nation of Indians and the members or citizens of other 
tribes or nations in the Territory of Oklahoma, and any citizen or member of 
one tribe or nation who may commit any offense or crime in said Territ-ory 
against the person or property of a citizen or member of anot.her tribe or nation 
shall be subject to the same punishment in the Territory of Oklahoma as he 
would be if both parties were citizens of the United States; and any person re­
siding in the Territory of Oklahoma in whom there is Indian blood shall have 
the right to invoke the aid of courts therein for the protection of his person or 
property, as though he were a citizen of the United States: Provided, That noth­
ing in this act contained shall be so construed as to give jurisdiction to the 
courts established in said Territory in controversies arising between Indians of 
the same tribe, while sustaining their tribal relation. 

"8EC.l3. That there shall be appointed for said Territory a person learned in 
tl1e law, who shaH act as attorney for the United States, and shall continue in 
office for four years and until his successor is appointed and qualified, unless 
sooner remoYed by the President. Said attorney shall receive a salary at the 
rate of $250 annually. There shall be appointed a marshal for said Territory, 
who shall hold his office for four years and until his successor is appointed and 
qualified , unless sooner removed by the President, and who shall execute all 
proeess issuing from the Mid courts when exercising their jurisdiction as circuit 
nnd district co urts o f the United States; he shall have the power and perform 
the duties and be subject to the same regulations and penalties imposed bylaw 
on the marshal of the United States, and be entitled to a. salary at the rate of 
$"200 a year. There shall be allowed to the attorney, marshal, clerks of the su­
preme and district courts the same fees as are prescribed for similar services by 
such persons in chapter 16, title 'Judiciary,' of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States. 

"SEc. 14. That"tbe governor, secretary, chie!-justlce and associate justices, at­
torney, and marshal shall be nominated and, by and with the ad>ice and con­
sent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Uniteu States. Thegover-
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nor a!ld secretary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, before they aetas sucn re­
spectively take an oath or affirmation before the district judge, or some justlce 
of the peace, or other officer in the limits of said Territory duly authorized to 
administer oaths and affiroations by the laws now in force therein or before 
the Chief-Justice or some associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, to support the Constitution of the United States and faithfully to dis­
charge the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths, when so taken 
shall be certified by the person by whom the same shall have been taken· and 
such certificates shall be received and recorded by the secretary among the ex­
ecutive prJ)ceedings, and the chief-justice and associate justices and all other 
civil offi~ers in said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a like oath or 
affirmation before the said governor or secretary or some judge or justice of 
the peace of the Territory who maybe duly commissioned and qualified which 
said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted by the person' taking 
the fl!lme to the secretary, to be recorded by him as aforesaid, and afterwards 
the hke oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded in such man­
ner and form as may be prescribeu by law. 

"The governor shall receive an annual salary of $2,600 as governor, the chief­
justice and associate justices shall receive an annual salary of $3,000, and the 
secretary shall receive an annual salary of $1,800. The said salaries shall be 
payable quart-er-yearly at the Treasury of the United States. The members of 
the Legislative Assembly shall be entitled to receive S4 each per day during 
their attendance at the sessions and $4 for each and every 20 miles traveled in 
going to and returning from said sessions, estimating the distance by the near­
est traveled route. There shall be appropriated ~nnually the sum of $1,000, to 
be expended by_the governor to defray ~he contmgent expenses of the Terri­
tory. There shall also be appropriated annually a sufficient sum, t-o be ex­
pended by the secretary, and upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States, to defray the expenses of the Legislative As­
sembly, of the courts, the printing of the laws, and other incidental expenses; 
and the secretary of the Territory shall annually account to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States for the manner in which the aforesaid aum 
shall have been expended. 

"8Ec.l5. That the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Oklahoma shall hold 
its first session at Guthrie, in said Territory, at such time 8.11 the governor thereof 
shall appoint and direct; and, at said first session or as soon thereafter as they 
shall deem expedienththe governor and Legislative Assembly shall proceed to 
locate and establish t e seat of government for said Territory at such place as 
they may deem eligible, which place, however, shall thereafter be subject to be 
changed by the said governor and Legislative Assembly. 

"SEc.16. That a Delegat-e to the House of Representatives of the United States 
to served uring each Congress of the United States, may be elected by the vote~ 
qualified to elect members of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to 
the same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by the Delegates 
from the several other Territories of the United States in the said House of Rep­
resentatives. The first election shall be held at such time and place, and be 
conducted in such manner as the governor sha.Il appoint and direct, after at least 
sixty days' notice, to be given by proclamation, and at all subsequent elections 
the time, place, and manne: of holding elections shall be prescribed by law. 
The person having the great~st number of votes of the qualified electors, as 
hereinbefore provided, shall be declared by the governor elected and a certifi­
cate thereof shall be accordingly given. 

"SEc.17. ThattheprovisionsofTitle LXII of the Revised Statutesofthe United 
States, relating to national banks,and all amendments thereto, shall have the 
same force and effect in the Territory of Oklahoma as elsewhere in the United 
States: Provided, That persons otherwise qualified to act as directors shall not 
be required to have resided in said Territory for more than three months im· 
mediately preceding their election as such. 

"SEC.18. That sections numbered 16and 36 in each township in said Territory 
shall be, and the same are h~:reby, reserved for the purpose of being applied to 
public schools in the State or States hereafter to be erected out of the same. In 
all cases where sections 16 and 36, or either of them, are occupied by actual set­
tlers prior to survey thereof, the county commissioners of the counties in which 
such sections are so occupied are authorized to locate other lands, to an equal 
amount·, in sections or fractional sections, as the case may be, within their re­
spective counties, in lieu of the sections so occupied. 

"All the lands embraced in that portion of the Territory of Oklahoma hereto­
fore known as the Public Land Strip shall be open to settlement under the pro­
visions of the homestead laws of the United States, except section 2301 of the 
Revised Statut-es, which shall not apply; but all actual and bona fide settlers upon 
and occupants of the lands in said Public Land Strip at the time of the passage 
of this act shall be entitled to have preference to and hold the lands upon which 
they have settled under the homestead laws of the United States, by virtue of 
their settlement and occupancy of said lands, and they shall be credited with 
the time they have actually occupied their homesteads, respectively, not ex· 
ceeding two years, on the time required under said Ia we to perfect title as home­
stead settlers. 

"The lands within said Territory of Oklahoma, acquired by cession of the Mus­
cogee (or Creek) Nation otlndians, confirmed by act of Congress approved March 
1, 1889, and also the lands acquired in pursuance of an agreement with the Semi­
nole Nation of Indians by release and conveyance, dated :&larch 16,1889, which 
may hereafter be open to settlement, shall be disposed of under the provisions 
of sections12, 13, and 14 of the 'Act malting approoriations for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian Department., and for fulfilling treaty stipula­
tions with various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1890,and for other 
Plll:J>Oses,' approved March 2, 1889, and under section 2 of 'An o.ct to rat.ify and 
confirm an agreement with the Muscogee (or Creek) Nationof Indians in the 
Indian Territory, and for other purposes,' approved March 1, 1889: Provided. 
however, That each settler under and in accordance with the provisions of said 
acts shall, before receiving a patent for his homestead, on the land hereafter 
opened to settlement as aforesaid, pay to the United States for the land so taken 
by him, in addition to the fees provided by law, the sum of $1.25 per acre. 

•• Whenever any of the other lands within the Territory of Oklahoma now oc­
cupied by any Indian tribe shall, by operation of law or proclamation of the 
President of the United States, be open to settlement, they shall be disposed of 
to actual settlers only, under the prov~ions of the homestead law, except sec­
tion 2301 of the Revised ~tatutes of the United States, which shall not apply: 
Pr01Jided, however, That each settler, under and in accordance with the provis­
ions of said homestead laws, shall before receiving a patent for his homestead 
pay to the United States for the land so taken by him, in addition to the fees 
provided by law, a sum per acre equal to the amount which has been or may 
be paid by the United States to obtain a relinquishment of the Indian title or 
interest therein, but in no case shall such payment be less than SI.25 per acre. 
The rights of honorably discharged soldiers and sailors in the late civil war, as 
defined and described in sections 2301 and 2305 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, shall not be abridged except as to such payment. , 

"All tracts of land in Oklahoma Territory which have been set apart for school 
purposes to educational societies or mi!>!lionary boards at work among the In­
dians shall not be open for settlement, but are hereby gran terl to the respective 
educational societies or missionary boards for whose use the same has been set 
apart. No part of the land embraced within the Territory hereby created shall 
inure to the use or benefit of any railroad corporation, except the rights of way 
and land for stations heretofore grant-ed to certain railroad corporations. Nor 
shall any provision of this act or any a<:tofany officer of the Un1ted States, done 
or performed under the provisions of this act or otherwise, invest any cor· 
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poration owning or operating-any railroad in the Indian Territory, or Territory 
created by this act, with any land or right to any land in either of said Terri­
tories, and this net shall not apply to or a.ffect any land which, upon any condi­
tion on becoming a part of the public domain, would inure to the benefit of or 
become the property of any railroad corporation. 

"SEC. 19. That portion of the Territory of Oklahoma. heretofore known as the 
Public Land Strip is hereby declared a. public land d istrict, and the President 
of the Unitea States is hereby empowered to locate a. land office in said district, 
at such place as he shall select, and to appoint in conformity with existing law 
a register and receiver of said land office. He may also, whenever he shall 
deem it necessary, establish another additional land district within said Terri­
tory, locate a. land office therein, and in like manner appoint a. register andre­
ceiver thereof. And the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall, when 
directed by the President, cause the lands within the Territory to be properly 
surveyed and subdivided wMre the same has not already been done. 

•• SEC. 20. That the procedure in applications, entries, contests, and adjudica­
tions in the Territory of Oklahoma shall be in form and manner prescribed 
under the homestead laws of the United States, and the general principles and 
provisions of the homestead laws, except as modified by the provisions of this 
act and the acts of Congress approved March J and 211889, heretofore mentioned, 
shall be applicable to all entries made in said Tern tory, but no pat-ent shall be 
issued to any person who is not a citizen of the United States at the time of 
making final proof. · 

"All persons who shall settle on land in said Territory under the provisions 
of the homestead laws of the United States and of this act shall be required to 
select the same in square form as nearly as may be; and no person who shall 
at the time be seized in fee-simple of 160 acres of land in any State or Territory 
shall hereafter be entitled to enter land in said Territory of Oklahoma. The 
provisions of sections 2304 and 2305 of the Revised Sta.tu~es of the United States 
shall, except so far as modified by this act, apply to all homestead settlements 
in said Territory. 

"SEC. 21. That any p-erson, en titled by Ia w to take a homestead in said Territory 
of Oklahoma, who has already located and filed upon, or shall hereafter locate 
and file upon, a. homestead within the limits described in the President's procla­
mation of .April1, 1889, and under and in pursuance of the laws applicable to the 
settlement of the lands opened for settlement by such proclamation, and who 
has complied with all the laws relating to such homestead settlement, may re­
ceive a. pat-ent therefor at the expiration of twelve months from date of locating 
upon said homestead upon payment to the United States of $1.25 per acre for 
land embraced in such homestead. 

"SEc. 22. That the provisions of Title XXXII, chapterS, of the Revised Statutes 
of tl:.e United State1i relating to 'Reservation and sale of town sites on the pub­
lic lands,' £~hall app y to the lands open or to be op-ened to settlement in thE' 
Territory of OklahoQJ.a, except those opened to settlement by the proclamation 
of the President on the 22d day of April, 1889 ~ Pr01>ided, That hereafter all sur­
veys for town sites in said Territory shall contain reservations for parks(of sub­
stantially equal area if more than one park) and for schools and other public 
purpos-es, embracing in the aggregate not less than 10 nor more than 20 acres; 
and patents for such reservations, to be maintained for such purposes, shall be 
issued to the towns respectively when orga.nized as municipalities: Provided 
further, That in cas-e any lands in said Territory of Oklahoma. which may be 
occupied and filed upon as a. homestead, under the provisions of law applicable 
to sa1d Territory, by a person who is entitled to perfect his title thereto under 
such laws, are required for town-site purposes, it shall be lawful for such person 
to apply to the S-ecretary of the Interior to :purchii.Se the lands embraced in said 
homestead or any part thereof for town-site purposes. He shall file with the 
application a plat of such proposed town site, and if such plat shall be approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior he shall issue a. patent to such person for land 
embraced in said town site, upon the payment of the sum of S10 per acre for all 
the lands embraced in such town site, except the lands to be donated and main­
tained for public purposes as provided in this section. And the sums so received 
by the Secretary of the Interior shall be paid o\·er to the proper a.utnorities of 
the municipalities when organized, to be used by them for school purposes only. 

" SEc. 23. That there shall be reserved public highways 4 rods wide between 
each section of land in said Territory, the section lines being the center of said 
highways; but no deduction shall be made, where cash payments are provided 
for, in the amount to be paid for each quarter-section of land by reason of such 
reservation. But if the said highway shall be vacated by any competent au­
thority the title to the respective strips shall inure to the then owner of the 
tract of which it formed a part by the original survey. -

"SEC. 24. That it shall be unlawfulfor any person, for himself or any company, 
association, or corporation, to directly or indirectly procure any person to set­
tle upon any lands open to settlement in the Territory of Oklahoma with in­
tent thereafter of acquiring title t.hereto, and any title thus acquired shall be 
void, and the parties to any such fraudulent settlement shall severally be guilty 
of a. misdemeanor and shall be puni3hed, upon indictment, by imprisonment 
not exceeding twelve months or by a fine not exceeding $1,000, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 

"SEc. 25. That inasmuch as there is a controversy between the United States 
and the State of Texas as to the ownership of what is known as Greer County, 
it is hereby expressly provided that this act shall not be construed to apply to 
said Greer Count.y until the title of the same has been adjudicated and deter­
mined to be in the United States; and in order to provide for a speedy and final 
judicial determination of the controversy aforesaid theAttorney-Generalofthe 
United States is hereby authorized and directed to commence in the name and 
on behalf of the United States, and prosecute to a final determination, a proper 
suit in equity in the Supreme Court of-the United States against the State of 
Texas. setting forth the title and claim of the United States to the tract of land 
lying between the North and South Forks of the Red River where the Indian 
•.rerritory and the State of Texas adjoin, east of the one hundredth degree of 
ongitude, and claimed by the State of Texas as within its boundary and a part 
of its land and designated on its map as Greer County, in order that the right­
ful title to said land may be finally determined, and the court on the trial of the 
case, may, in its discretion, so far as the ends of justice will warrant, consider 
any evidence heretofore taken and received by the Joint Boundary Commission 
under the act of Congress approved January 31, 1885; and said case shall be ad­
vanced Ol' the docket of said court and proceeded with to its conclusion as rap­
idly as the nature and circumstances of the case permit. 

"SEc. 26. That the following sums, or so much thereof as may be necessary, are 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro­
priat-ed, to be disbursed under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior in 
the same manner that similar appropriations are disbursed in the other Terri­
tories of the United States, namely: 

"To pay the expenses of the first Legislative Assembly of said Territory, includ­
ing the printing of the session laws thereof, the sum of$40,000. 

"To pay the salaries of the governor, the judges of the supreme court, the s-ec-­
retary of the Territory, the marshal, the attorney, and other officers whose ap­
pointment is provided for in this act, for t-he rem,ainderof the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1890, the sum of $20 000. 

"To pay for the rent of buhdings for the legislative and executi\""e offices, and 
for the supreme and district courts; to provide jails and support prisoners; to 
pay mileage and per diem of jurors and witnesses; to provide books, records, 
and stationery for the executive and judicial offices for the remainder of the 
fiscal year ending June30, 1890, the sum of$15,000. 

• 

''To enable the governor to take a census of the inhabitants of said Territoey, 
as required by law, the sum of 85,000. 

"To be expended by the governor in temporary support and aid. of common­
school education in said Territory, as soon as a system of public schools shall 
have been established by the Legislative Assembly, the sum of 850,000. 

"SEc. 27. That t.he provisions of this act shall not be so construed as to invali­
dat-e Qr impair nny legal claims or rights of persons occupying any portion of 
said TeBritory under the laws of the United States, but such claims shall be ad­
judicated by the Land Department or the courts in accordance with their re­
spective jurisdictions. 

"SEc. 28. That the Constitution and all thelawsof the Unit-ed States not locally 
inapplicable shall, except so far as modified by this act, have the same force and 
effect as elsewhere within the United States; and all acts and parts of acts in 
conflict with the provisions of this act are as to their effect in said Territory o1 
Oklahoma. hereby repealed: Prov~ded, That section 1850 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States shall not apply to the Territory of"Oklahoma. 

"SEc. 29. That all that part of the United States which is bounded on the north 
by the State of Kansas, on the east by the States of Arkansas and Missouri, on the 
south by the State of Texas, and on the west and north by the Territory of Okla­
homa as defined in the first section of this act, shall, for the purposes of this act, be 
known as the Indian Territory; and the jurisdiction of the United States court 
established under and by virtue of an act entitled 'An act to establish a. United 
States court in the Indian Territory, and for other purposes,' approved March 
1,1889, is hereby limited to and shall extend only over the Indian Territory as 
defined in this section; that the court established by said act shall, in addition 
to the jurisdiction conferred thereon by sairl act, have and exercise within the 
limits of the Indian Territory jurisdiction in all civil cases in the Indian Terri­
tory, except cases over which the tribal courts have exclusive jurisdiction, and 
in all cases on contracts entered into by citizens of auy tribe or nation with 
citizens of the Unit-ed States in good faith and for valuable consideration, and 
in accordance with the laws of such tribe or nation, and such contracts shall be 
deemed valid and enforced by such courts, and in all CMes over which juris­
diction is conferred by this act or may hereafter be conferred by act of Congress; 
and the provisions of this act hereinafter set forth shall apply to said Indian 
Territory only. 

"SEC. 30. That for the purpose of holding terms of 11aid court said Indian Ter­
ritory is hereby divided into three divisions, to be known as the first, second, · 
and third division. The first division shall consist of the country occupied 
by the Indian tribes in the Quapaw Indian agency and all that part of the 
Cherokee country east of the ninety-sixth meridian and all of the Creek coun­
try, and the place for holding said court therein shall be at Muscogee. The 
second division shall consist of the Choctaw country, and the place for holding 
said court therein shall be at South McAlester. The third division shall consist 
of the Chickasaw and Seminole countries, and the place for holding said court 
therein shall be at Ardmore. That the Attorney-General of the United States 
may, if in his judgment it shall be necessary, appoint an assistant attorney for 
said court. And the clerk of said court shall appoint a deputy c·lerk in each of 
said divisions in which said clerk does not hims-elf reside at the place in such 
division where the terms of· said court are to be held. Such deputy clerk sha.ll 
keep his ottice and reside at the place appointed for holding said court in the 
division of such residence, and shall keep the records of said court for such di­
vision, and in the absence of the clerk may exercise all the official powers of · 
the clerk within the division for which he is appointed: Pr01.1ided, That the ap­
pointment of suchdepntiesshall be approved by said United States court in the 
IndianTerritory. and may be annulled by said court at its pleasure,and the derk 
shall be responsible for the official acts and negligenc-e of his respective deputies. 
The judge of said court shall hold at least two terms of said court each ye~r in 
each of the divisions aforesaid, at such regular times as said judge shall fix and 
determine, and shall be paid his actual traveling expenses and subsistence while 
attending and holding court at places other than Muscogee. And jurors for 
each term of said court, in each division, shall be selected and summoned in 
the manner provided in said act, truee jury commissioners to be selected by 
said court for each division, who shall possess all the qualifications and perform 
in said division all the duties required of llie jury commissioners provided for 
in said act. All prosecutions for crimes or offenses her-eafter committed in said 
Indian Territory shall be cognizable within the division in which such crime or 
ofl'ense shall have been committed. And all civil suits shall be brought in the 
division in which the defendant or defendants reside or may be found; but if 
there be two or more defendants residing in different divisions the action may 
be brought in any division in which either of the defendants resides or may be 
found. And all cases shall be tried in the division in which the process is re­
turnable as herein provided, unless said judge shall direct such case to be re­
moved to one of the other divisions: Provided, however, That the judicial 
tribunals of the Indian nations shall retain exclusive jurisdiction in all civil 
and criminal cases arising in tM country in which members of the nation by 
nativity or by adoption shall be the only parties; and as to all such cases the 
laws of the. State of Arkansas extended over and put in force in said Indian 
Territory this act shall not apply. 

"SEc. 31. That certain generalis. ws of the State of Arkansas in force at the close 
of the session of the General Assembly of that State of 1883, as published in 1884 
in the volume known as Mansfield's Digest of the Statutes of Arkan.sas, which 
are not locally inapplicable or in conflict with this act or with any law or Con· 
gress relating to the subjects specially mentioned in this section, are hereby 
extended over and put in force in the Indian Territory until Congress shall 
otherwise provide; that is to say, the provisions of the said general statutes of 
Arkansas relating to administration, chapter 1, and the United States court in 
the Indian Territory herein referred to shall have and exercis-e the powers of 
courts of probat-e under said laws; to public administrators, chapter 2, and the 
United States marshal oft he Indian Territory shall perform the duties impos-ed 
by said chapter on the sheriffs in said State; to aiTest and bail-dvil, chapt-er 
7; to assignment for benefit of creditors, chapter 8; to attachments, chapter 9; 
to attorneys at law, chapter 11; to bills of exchange and promissory notes, chap­
ter 14; to civil rights, chapter 18; to common and statute law of England, chR.p­
ter 20; to contempt3, chapter 26; to municipal corporations, chapter 29, division 
1; to costs, chapter 30; to descents and distributions, chapter 49; to divorce 
chapter 52, and said court in the Indian Territory shall exercise the powers of 
the circuit courts of Arkansas under this chapter; to dower, chap$er 52; to evi· 
dence, chapter 59; to execution, chapter 60; to fees, chapter 63; to forcible en­
try and detainer, chapter 67; to fraudS, statute of, chapter 68; to fugitives from 
justice, chapter 69; to gaming contracts, chapter 70; to guardians, curators, 
and wards, chapter 73, and said court in the Indian Territory shall appoint 
guardia.ns and curators; to habeas corpus, chapter 74; to injunction, chap­
ter 81; to insane persons and drunkards, chapter 82, and said court in the 
Indian Territory shall exercise the powers of the probate courts of Arkan­
sas under this chapter; to joint and several obligations and contracts, chap­
ter 87; to judgments and decrees, chapter 8~; to judgments-summary, chap. 
ter89; to jury, chapter 90: to landlord and tenant, chapt-er92; to legal no­
tices and advertisements, chapter 94; to liens, chapter 96; to limitations, chap­
ter 97; to mandamus and prohibition, chapter100; to marriage contracts, chap­
ter 102; to marriages, chapter 103; to married women, chapter 104; to money 
and interest, chapter 109; to mortgages, chapter 110; to notaries public, cha})4 
ter111, and said court in the Indian Territory shall appoint notaries public un• 
der this chapter; to partition and sa.le of lands. chapter 115: to pleadings and 
practice, chapter 119; to recorders, chapter 126; to replevin, chapter 128; to 
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-venue, change of, chapter 153; and to wills and testaments, chapter 155; and 
wherever in said laws of Arkansas the courts of record of said state are men­
•ioned the said .court in th.e Indian Territory sha.ll be substituted therefor; e.nd 
wherever the clel:ks of said courts are mentioned in said laws the clerk of said 
court in ~he Indian Territory and 'his deputies, :respee.tively, shall be substi~ 
tuted therefor; and wherever the sheriff of the conn ty is mentioned in said 
laws the United States marshal of the Indian Territory shall be substituted 
therefor, for the purpose, in each of the cases mentioned, of making said laws 
of Arkansas applicable to the Indian Territory. 

"That no att-achment shall issue against improvements on real estate while the 
title to the la.nd is vested in any Indian nation, except where Buch improve­
ments have been made by persons, companies, or corporations operating coal 
or other Inines., railroads, or other industrie3 under lease or permission of law 
S)[ an Indian .national council, or charter, or law of the United States. 

"That executions upon judgments obtained in any other than Indian courts 
shall not be -valid for the sale or conveyance of title to improYetnents JDade 
upon lands owned by an lndillD nation, except iu the cases wherein attach­
ments are p"I"ovided for. Upon a. return of 111Llta bona, upon an execution upon 
.any judgment against an adopted citizen of any Indian tribe or against any 
person residing in the Indian country and not a citizen thereof, if the judgment 
debtor shall be the owner of any improvements upon :real estate within the 
Indian Territory in exces'J of IGO acres occupied as a homestead, such improve­
ments 1Il11Y be subjected to the payment of such judgment by a decree of the 
court in which such judgment was rendered. Proceedings to subject such 
p:roperty to the payment of judg.meuuunay be by pet.ition, of which the judg­
'Jilent debto:r shall have notice as in the original sui't. 

"If on the hearing the court shall be satisfied from the evidence fhat the judg­
ment debtor is the owner of improvements on real estate subject to the pay­
ment of said judgment, the court may order the same sold, and the proceeds, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary to satisfy said i udgment and costs, ap­
plied to the payment of said judgment; or if the improvement is of sufficient 
rental value to discharge the judgment within a reasonable time the court may 
appoint a receiver, who shall take charge of such property and apply the rental 
.receipts thereof to the pa.ymentofsuchjudgment, under such regulations as the 
court may prescribe. If under such proceeding any Improvement is sold only 
citizens of the tribe in which sa.l.d property is situate may become the purchaser 

• thereof. 
''The Constitution ofthe UniledStatesandallgenerallawsofthe United States 

wbich prohibit crimes and misdemeanors in any place within the sole and ex­
clnsive jurisdiction ofthe United States, except in the District ofDolUIDbia, and 
all laws relatin~ to na.tiona.1-ba.nking associations shall have the same force and 
.effect in the lndian Territory as elsewhere in the United States; but nothing 
in this act shall be so construed as to deprive any of the courts of the ci-vilized 
.:nations of exclusi-ve jurisdiction oYer all cases arising wberein members of said 
nations, whether by treaty, blood, or adoption. are the sole parties, no:r so as to 
interfere wlth the right and -power of said civilized nations to punish said mem­
bers for vi.Gl»;tion of the statut-es ;and laws enacted by their national councils 
-where such laws are not con.tta.ry to the treaties and laws of tbe United 
'States. 

"SEC. 32. Thattlte word 'county,' :as used in &.ny of the laws of Arkansas 
w.hich are put in -force in the Indian Territory by the provisions of this act, 
~l.be construed to embrace the territory within the limits of a judicial divis­
~ion in said lndia.n Territory; and whenever in said laws of Arkansas the word 
'county' is used, the words 'judicial division' may be substituted therefor 
in said Indian Territory for the purposes of this act. And wheneverin said laws 
of Arkansas the word 'State' or ·the words 'State of .Arkansas' are used, the 
"Word 'Territory' o:r the words 'Indian Territory' may be substituted there­
for, for the purposes of this net and for the purpose of ma.ldng said laws of 
.Arkansas applicable to the said Indian Territory; but a.ll pros~ions therein 
.ahall run in the nam.e of the 'United States.' 

"SEO. 33. That tbe -provisions of chapter 45 of the said ~euerallaws of Arka n­
sas, entitled 'Criminal law,' except as to the crimes and misdemeanors men­
tioned in 1he provisos to ·this section, and the provisions of chapter 45 of said 
general laws of Arkans&s, entitled 'Oritninal procedure,' as faT as tbey are ap­
plicable, a.re :hereby ext~ded over and put in force in the Indian Territory, 
and jurisdiction to enforce said provisions is hereby conferred upon the United 
States court therein: Pl'ovided, That in all oases where the laws of the United 
States and :the Ba.id criminal laws of Arkansas have provided for the punish~ 
.ment of the &aiDe o.:fl"enses the laws of the United States shall govern as to 
.such oftenses: .And provided further, That the United States circuit and dis­
trict courts, respectively, for the western district of Arkansas and ~the eastern 
district of Texas, respectively, shall continue to exercise exclnsive jurisdiction 
aa now provided by law in the Indian Territ.ory as defined in this act, in their 
respective district5 as heretoiore established, over all crimes and misdemeanors 
.against the laws of the United States a.pplicabJe to the said Territory, which are 
punishablebvsaid laws of the United States by death or by imprisonment at 
.hard labor, except as otherwise provided in the following sections of this act. 

., SEc.34. Thatorigtnaljurisdiction is hereby conferred upon the United States 
court in the Indian Territory to enforce the proYi ions of Title XXVIII, chap­
ters 3 and 4, of the Revit'ed Statutes of the United States in said Territory, except 
the offenses defined and e:obraced in section!'! 2142 and 2H3: Provided, That as to 
the violations of the provisions of section 2139 of said Revised Statutes the juris­
diction of said court in the Indian Territory sba.ll be concurrent with the juris· 
diction exercised in the enforcement of such provisions by the United States 
courts ior the western district of Al:.kansa.s and the eastern district of Texas: 
.Provided. That all violations of said chapters 3 and 4prior.tothe passage of this 
.act shall be prosecuted in the said United States courts, :respectively, the same 
as if this act had not been passed. 

"SEC. 35. That exclusive originaljurisdiction is hereby confe=ed upon the 
United States court in the Indian Territory to enforce the provisions-of Chn.Jlter 
~Title LXX. ofthe Revised Statutes of the United States, en}itled 'Crimes against 
justice,' in all cases where the crimes mentioned therein are coiDIDitted in any 
judicial proceeding in the Indian Territory and where such crimes affect or im­
pede the enforcement of the laws in the courls established in said Territory~ 
Provided, Tha-t all violations of the provisions of said chapter prior to the pas­
:sage of this act sh.all be prosecuted in the United States courts for the west-ern 
district of Arkansas and the eastern district of Texas, respectively, the same as 
if this act had not been passed. 

"SEc. 36. That jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon the United States court 
in the Indio.n Territory oveT all controversies arising between members o:r citJ.. 
zens of one tribe or nation of Indians and the members or citizens of other 
tribes or nations in the Indian Territo-ry, and any citizen or member of one 
tribe or nation who may comtnit any <rlfense or crime against the person or 
property of a citizen or member of another tribe or nation shall be subject 
'to the same pllnishm ent in the Indian Territory as be would be if both parties 
were citizens of the United States. And .any member or citizen of any Indian 
tribe or nation in the Indian Territory shn.ll have the right to invoke the aid of 
said court therein for the protection of his person or property as against any 
person not a metnber of the same tribe or nation, as though he were a citizen 
of the United States. 

"SEO. 07. That if any person shall, in the Indian Territory, open, carry on, pro­
mote, make, or draw, publicly or privately, any lottery, or scheme of chance of 
any kind or description, by whatever natne,style,or title the same may be denom­
inated or known, or 'Shall, in said Territory, vend, 'Sell, barter, or dispose of any 
lottery ticket or tickets, order or orders, device or deyices, of any kind, for or 

representing any number of shares or any interest in any lottefy or scheme of 
chance, or shall open or establish as owner or otherwise any lottery or scheme 
of chance in said Territory, or shall be in anywise concerned in any lottery or 
scheme of chance, by acting as owner or agent in .said Territory, for or on be­
half of any lottery or scheme of chance, to be drawn, paid, or carried on, either 
out of or wit.hin said Territory, every such person shall be deemed gnilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, sh.u.ll be fined, for the first offense, not 
exceeding $500, and for the second offense shall, on conviction, be fined not less 
than $500and not exceeding$5,000, and he may be imprisoned, in the discretion 
of the oorrrt, not exceeding one year. .And jurisdiction to enforce the provis­
ions of this section is hereby conferred upon the United States court in said In­
dian Territory, and a.ll persons therein, including Indians and members and 
citi.zens of Indian tribes and nations, shall be subject to its provisions and pen­
alties. 

"SEc. 38. The clerk and deputy clerks of said United States court shall have 
the power within their respective divisions to issue marriage licenses or cer­
tifLCates and to solemnize marriages. They shall keep copies of all marriage 
licenses or certificates issued by them, and a record book in which sha.ll be re­
cordedalllicenses or certificates after the marriage has been solemnized, and all 
persons authorized by law to solemnize marriages shall return the license or 
ccrLificate, ~fter e_xecuting the so.tne, to the clerk or deputy clerk who issued it, 
together w1th his return thereon. They shall also be ex officio recorders 
within their 1·espective divisions, and as such they shall perform such duties 
a~ are required of recorders of deeds under the said laws of Arkansas, and 
receh-e the fees snd compensation therefor which are provided in said laws of 
Arkansas for like service: Provided, That. all marriages heretofore contracted 
under the laws or tribal customs of any Indian nation now located in the In­
dian Territory are hereby declared Yalid, and the issue of euch marriages sha.ll 
be deemed legitimate and entitled to all inheritances of property or other rights 
:the same as in the case of the issue of other forms of lawful marria1re: Provided 
furthe1·, That said chapter 103 of said laws of Ark:ansa.sshall not be construed so 
as to interfere with the operation oilhe laws governing marriage enacted by 
o.ny of the civilized tribes. nor to confer any authority upon any officer of sa.id 
court to unite a citiz-en of the United State& in marriage with a member of any 
of the civiliz-ed nations nntil the-prelimtnarlesto such miUTiagesha.ll have first 
been arranged according to the laws of the nation of which said Indian pel'Son 
is n member: A1tdp1·ovided[urther, That where such tnarria,ge is required by 
1o.w of an Indian nation to be of record the certificate of such tnarriage shall be 
sent for record to the proper officer, as provided in such law enacted by the In­
dian nation. 

"SEc. 39. That the United ~tates r.ourt in the Indian 'Territory shall have a.U 
the powers oft he United States eh.-cuU courts or circuit court judges to appoint 
commissioners within said Indian Territory, who shaJ.l be learned in the law 
and shall be known as United States cotnmissione1'8; but not exceeding three 
commissioners snail be appointed for any one division, and such commissioners 
when appointed shall have, within the district to be designated in the order 
appointing them, all the powers of commissioners of circnitcourts of the United 
States. They shall be ex officio noia.ries public and shall have power to sol­
emnize mal"riages. The provisiou:s ofchaptet' 91 of the said laws of ArkansM, 
regulating tlre jurisdiction and procedure before jiUitices -of the peace, are 
hereby extended oYer the ~Indian Territory ; and said coiDIDissioners shall ex­
ercise all the powers confP.rred by the laws of Arkansas upon jnstioes of the 
peace within their districts; but tbeysha.ll have no jurisdiction to try any cause 
where the -value of the thing or the amount in contro-veray exceeds $100. 

" ..:\..Jypea.ls may be taken :from the final judgment of sa.id commissioners to the 
'United Stmes court in said Indian Territot'y in all ca.sesandin the same manner 
that appeals may be taken from the final judgments of justices of the peace un­
der the provisions of said chapter 91. The said court ma.y appoint a. constable 
for each of the com:missioner's districts designated by the court, and the constable 
so appointed shaU perform all the duties required of consta.blesunderthe provis­
ion of chapter 24 and other la..ws of the State of Arkansas. Each commissioner 
And constable shall execute to the United States, for the security of the public, 
a. good and sufficient bond, in the sum ofS>,OOO, to be approved by-the judge ap­
pointing hlm, conditioned tha.t he will faithfully discharge the duties of his 
.office and account for all tnoneys coming into his hands, and he shall take an 
oath to support the Constitution ofthe United States and to faithfully perform 
-the duties :required of him. 

"The appointments of United States commissioners by'Silld court held at Mus­
cogee, in the Indian Territory, heretofore made, and all acts in pursuance of law 
and in good faith performed by them, are hereby ratified and validated. 

".SEc. ~0. That persollS charged with any o.trense or crime in the Indian Terri­
tory, and for whose arrest a warrant bas been issued, tnny be arrested by the 
United States marshal or any of his deputies, -wherever found in said Territory, 
butin alLcases the accused shall betaken, for-preliminary examination, before 
the cotnlllissioner in the judicial division whose office or pla{)e of business is 
nearest by the route usua.llytrayeled to the place where the offense or crime was 
committed; but this section sluill apply only to crimes or o1fenses over which 
the courts located in the Indian Territory ha-ve jurisdictiou: PrOTrided, That in 
all cases where persons have been brought before a United States coiDIDissioner 
in the lndilm Territory for pre1im.inaryexa.mination, charged with the commis­
sion of any criiDetherein, and where it appears from the evidence that a. crime 
has been committed, and tha:t :there is probable cause to belieYe ihe accused 
_guilty thereof, but that the crime is one over which the courts in the Indian Ter~ 
:ritory have no jurisdiction, the accused shall not, ou tha.t account, be dischar~ed, 
but the case shall be proceeded with as provided in section 1014 or the Re"Vlsed 
Statutes of the United States. 

"SEc. 41. Thatthejudgeofthe UnitedStRtesoourtin the Indian Territory shall 
have the same -power to extradite persons who ho.ve taken refnge in the Indian 
Territory, charged with .crimes in the States or other Tel.Titories of the United 
States, that tnaynow be exercised by the go-vernor of ..A..r.k:a.nsas in that State, 
and he may issue requisitions upon governors of States and other Territories 
for persons wbohave comiDitted o1fenses in the Indian Territory, and who have 
taken refuge in such States or Territories. 

"SEc. 42. That appeals and writs of error may be taken nnd prosecuted from 
the decisions of the United States court in the IndillD Territory to the Supreme 
Court of the 'United States in the same manner and under the same regulations 
as from the circuit courts of the United States, except ns otherwise provided in 
this act. 

"SEC. 43. Thatanymemberofanylndian tribeornation:residingin the Indian 
Territory may apply to the United States court therein to become a citizen of the 
United States, and such court shall ha-ve jurisdiction thereof and shall hear and 
determine such application as provided in the statutes of the United States; and 
the Confederated Peoria Indians residing in the Quapaw Indian agency, who 
have heretofore or who may hereafter accept their land in severalcy under a.ny 
of the allotment laws of the United States, shall be deemed to be, and are 
hereby declared to be, citizens of the United States from and after the selection 
of their allotments, and entitled to all the rights, privileges, and benefl:ts as such, 
and parents are hereby declared from that t\me to have been and to be the legal 
guardians of their minor children without process of court: Provided, That the 
Indians who becotne citizens of the United States under the provisions of this 
act do not forfeit or lose any :rights or privileges they enjoy or are entitled to as 
members of the tribe or nation to which they belong. 

"SEc. 44. That the following sum, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated, out of nny money in the Treasury not otherwise appro­
priated, to be disbursed under the direction of the Attornev-Genera.l of -the 
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United States, in the a&me manner th&t similar appropriAtions &re disbursed in 
the other Territories of the United St&tes, n&mely: 

"To pay the actual tra.veling and other expenses of the judge of the United 
State!! court holding court in sa.id Indian TerritorY other than at Muscogee; to 
pay for the rent of buildings for the courts; to provide jails and suppm-t prison­
ers; to pay mileage and per diem of jurors and witnesses; to provide books, rec­
ords, and st&tioneey for the judicial offices for the rematnder of the fiscal year 
ending June 13, 1890, the sum of$10,000." 

.And that the House agree to the same . 

.And that the Sen&te recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the 
House to the title of said bill, and agree to the same amended so as to read as 
follows: 

"A bill to provide a temporary government for the Territoey of Oklahoma, 
to enlarge the jurisdiction of the United States courts in the Indian Territory, 
and for other purposes." 

And that the House agree to the same. 
L S. STRUBLE. 
B. W. PERKINS, 
WILLIAM M. SPRINGER, 

Managers on the part of the House. 
ORVILLE H. PLATT, 
SHELBY 1\J. CULLOM, 
JAMES K. JONES, 

Manage1·s on the part ofille Senate. 
STATEMENT OF HOUSE OONFEREES. 

The managers on the part of the House submit the following statement show 
ing the effect that the amendments proposed will have upon the measure. 

The most important amendment which wss insisted upon by the Senate con­
ferees changes the boundaries of the proposed 'I'erritoey of Oklahoma so as to 
exclude from the territorial limits what is known ss the Cherokee Outlet. It is 
provided, however, that as soon ss the Indian claim to this Outlet is extinguhhed 
it shall become a part of the Territory of Oklahoma without further legisla­
tion, and that the lands therein shall be opened to settlement ss other·lands in 
the a&id Territory. It is also pTovid~d that jurisdiction to enforce the laws of 
the United States in the Cherokee Outlet shall be conferred upon the supreme 
and district courts of the Territory of Oklahoma. 

By the terms of t.he House bill certain sections of the Revised Statutes were 
referred to by their numbers, but the bill hss been so amended that these sec­
tions are set forth at length in the bill, with such slignt modifications thereof 
as are deemed necessary in order to e.dapt them to the oonditions which exist 

in ~:~~!!~rrf ~xt.ended all of the laws of the State of N ebrsska over the Terri­
tory of Oklahoma. until after 'the adjournment of the first session of the Legis­
lative Assembly of the Territory, but, as a number of the chapters in these laws 
were inapplicable or if extended to Oklahoma might produce confusion, the 
bill hss been so amended that only those chapters of the laws of Nebraska which 
are necessary for putting in operation a temporary government in the Terri­
toey of Oklahoma and for providing for the urgent needs of the situation were 
put in force in that Territory by reference to the subjeot-matter&nd the chapter. 
Chapter 50 of the lltws of Nebraska prohibits the sale of all kinds of liquors un­
less a license is obtained therefor, and the bill reported ha.s been so amended 
that no license can be granted in the Territoey thereunder. This change was 
made in order to conform to the vote of the House on that subject, &nd will con­
tinue in force until the adjournment of the first session of the Legislative As­
sembly, after which time the whole subjP.ct will be within the province of the 
people represented in the Territorial Legislature. 

Seven counties have been established, as provided in the bill as it passed the 
Honse, and the county seats hav-e been designated in the bill, the lines to be fixed 
by the governor, and the first Legislative .Assembly is to meet at Guthrie, in 
said Territ-ory, at such time ss the governor may indicate. 

The land features, as contained in the House bill, have been substantially pre· 
served, with the exception that commutation a.t$1.25 per &ere is permitted as to 
land opened to settlement by tM proclamation of the President on the 22d of 
Apri1,1889, after twelv·e months from the date of locating upon such land; and ns 
to all lands in the Territory of Oklahoma not embraced in that proclamatio n, but 
which may be l>Urcha.sed from the Indians, an amount per a.cre will be charged 
hereafter sufficient to reimburse the Government for the price paid to the In­
dians for such lands, but not to be less in any case than SL25 per acre. 

Town sites in the Territory of Oklahoma, outside of the land heretofore 
opened by the President's proclamation, will be ta.ken and disposed of as pro­
videJ. in the general statutes of the United States on that subject, with the ex­
ception that. the Secretary is authorized to reserve parks and grounds for pub lic 
purposes in any proposed town site. Some other changes have been made in 
the land provisions, but not materially affecting the provisions of the bill as it 
passed the House. 

The appropriation in the House bill of $100,000 for the aid of common schools 
in the Territory of Oklahoma has ~en reducW. to $50,00<:!, and the fund is t-o be 
expended in pursuance of laws passed by the TeTTitori&l Legislature. 

The provision in regard to the settlement of the respective claims of the 
United States and the State of Texas to what is known as Greer County has 
been amended at the instance of the Senate conferees. As the bill passed the 
House it provided for a bo&rd of arbitration to consist of three persons, one to 
be appointed by the governor of Texas, one by the President of the United 
States, and a third by the joint appointment of the President and the governor. 
This provision bas bee n stricken out and the provision~ of the Senate bill on 
that subject have been inserted in lieu. thereof. The new provision authorizes 
and requires the Attorney·General to institute suit in the Supreme Court of 
the United States against the State of Texss for the purpose of determining the 
respective claims of the United States and the State of Texss to Greer County. 
The suit, when brought up in the Supreme Court, is to beadvancedonthedocket 
and disposed of at the earliest time practicable. • 

'Vhile the House conferees preferred the provisions of the House bill, yet 
they concede that there is great merit in the provision reported on that sub· 
ject. The decision will be by a larger tribunal and by one more learned in the 
law and freer from possible local hiss of every kind than the tribunal provided 
for in the House bill; and we have no doubt a decision of that high tribunal 
on this important question will be such as will gi~c entire satisfaction to all the 
people of the country, including the people of the Sta.te of Texas. 

The provisions of the bill which related solely to the Indian Territory ss it 
will hereafter be constituted, comprising the five civilized tribes, have been so 
amended as to provide that there shall be no additional judges appointed there­
for, but that the said India-n Territory shall be divided into three judicial divis­
ions, in each of which the judge of the United States court already established 
in that Territoeysball hold two terms of court per annum. The judicial di­
visions remain the same as in the House bill, and the places for holding courts 
in these divisions o.re fixed at Muscogee, South McAlester, and at Ardmore. 

The enlarged jurisdiction which was conferred upon courts in the Indian Ter­
ritory by the House bill is preserved substantially in the bill now agreed UpQD 
by the conference committee, with the exception that the section conferring 
jurisdiction to determine rights of citizenship in the respective Indian tribes or 
nations and the provision requiring the instructions of the court to be in writing 
have been stricken out, and a new section bas been added prohibiting lotteries 

1 
in the Indian Territory and punishing all persons who may be engaged therein, 
directly or Indirectly. A proviston was also inserted subjecting the improve-

ments on real estate if such improvements are owned by adopted cit.izens 9r 
others not citizens of the nation, to execution, if on petition the court shall be of' 
the opinion that the defendant is the owner of such improvements. If the im· 
provements should be sold under order of the court, none but citizens of the 
tribe or nation can become a purchaser thereof. 

At the instance of the attorney of the Cherokee and other nations, several 
amendments were added more clearly and specifically guarding the rights of 
the citizens of those nations under their tt·eaties with the United States. All of 
the provisions insisted upon by the representatives of Indian tribes and their 
attorneys were substantially ingrafted upon the bill and if any authorized rep­
resentativt-s of any of the Indian nations in the Indian Territory are now op­
posing the legislation contained in the bill as now reported, we are not aware 
of it. 

The conferees on the part ofthe Senate and the House have given careful and 
thorough consideration to all the details of the messure, and the House confer­
ees earnestly recommend pro~rptand favorable action on the part of the House. 

ISAAC S. STRUBLE, 
B . W. PERKINS, 
WILLIAl\1 l\1. SPRINGER, 

J[anagers on the pa1·t of the House of .Representatives. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (after the reading of the conference re• 

port). The question is on agreeing to the report. 
Mr. STRUBLE. Inasmuch as some gentlemen on the other side de­

sire to take time to discuss this report, I deem it best to make a brief 
expla.nation of some of the changes. 

Mr. HOOKER. Before you make your statement on this bill I think 
we bad better have the statementofthe House conferees read. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair- will state to the gentleman 
from Mississippi that the Clerk bas just read the conference report. 

Mr. HOOKER. The Clerk has read the bill in the report of the con­
ferees, but bas not read the statement made by the House conferees. 
It is that I ask to have read. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Tl1e statement is in the bands of the Clerk. 
The statement of tb!! House conferees was then read as above. 
Mr. STRUBLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for general 

leave to print remarks upon this report. 
There was no o~jection, and it was so ordered. 
Jtfr. STRUBLE. Mr. Speaker, I bad expected to make some remarks 

at the outset upon the changes proposed in thli? report, but in view of 
the fact that the report was printed in the RECORD yesterday morning 
and bas been read to-day, I sba.U for the present waive any statement 
I intended to make, and yield now three minutes' time to my colleague, 
the gentleman from Georgia [Ur. BARNES]. 

Mr. BARNES. Mr. Speaker, I do not expect to make any extended 
remarks in opposition to the passage of the conference report. The 
bill which has been p1·esented in the report of the committee of con­
ference is much more in accordance with my views than was the orig­
inal House bill, especially that portion ofit which excludes the Cher­
okee Outlet from the proposed Territory of Oklahoma. But, sir, I can 
not say that I subscribe to the conference report in full. While I do 
not propose to oppose its passn.ge now and while I do not propose to 
say that it commends itself to my judgment in every respect, yeti be· 
lieve that under all the circumstances it is the best measure attain­
able. While, therefore, I do not propose to make a speech in opposition 
to its adoption, yet, sir, in view of an averment contained in the state­
ment of the conferees, I feel that an im~lication might be drawn that 
the Indian tribes have assented to this bill in all its provisions. The 
statement of the House conferees recites: 

At the instance of tlre attorney of the Cherokee and other nations several 
amendments were added more clearly and specifically gu&rding the rights of 
the citizens of those nations under their treaties with the United Stat.es. All of 
the provisions insisted upon by the representatives of Indian tribes and their 
attorneys were substantially ingrafted upon the bill, and if any authorized rep­
resentatives of any of the Indian nations in the Indian Territory are now op­
posing the legislation contained in the bill as now report~d we are not aware 
of it. 

This statement is calculated to create the impression that the bill as 
reported by the conference committee is fully responsive to all the de­
mands of the Indians, including the Cherokee band, on the rights 
which they claim under the laws and under existing treaties. I do 
not so understand their position, and in order that their position may 
be correctly stated I ask that the following eommunication, which has 
been handed to me for presentation, be rend in my time as a part of 
my remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
W A.SllniGTON, D. C., April 21, 1890. 

To the Senale and House of Representatives of the United States: 
The undersigned delegates of the Cherokee Nation beg respectfully to repre­

l!lent that the Cherokee Nation in no sense concurs in those provisions of Senate 
bill 895, as agreed to by the conference committee, that relate to that part of the 
country designated in said bill as the Indian Territory, but still insist tha.t th'a 
same are violative of the express stipulations of their treaties with the United 
States. Certain amendments introduced into the bill by the conference have 
eliminated many of the features most obnoxious to the Cherokee Nation, but 
the nation does not "\vish by its silence to be held to agree to the remaining 
provisions, but earnestly insists upon the memorials heretofore presented to 
Congress. 

Respectfully, _ 
D. W. BUSHYHEAD, 
JOHN L. ADAIR, 

Cherokee Delegata. 
McDONALD, BRIGHT & FAY, 

Attorneys for Cherokee Nation. 
Mr. STRUBLE. I now yield three minutes to the gentleman from 

Arkansas (Mr. McRAE). 
[Mr. McRAE withholds his remarks for revision. See Appendix.] 
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Mr. STRUBLE. I now yield two minutes to the gentleman from 
Kansas [Ur. PETERS]. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I desire :first to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. As I understand the rules, a conference report is not open to 
amendment of any kind. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is upon agreeing to the 
report of the conference committee, and that has to be taken as an en­
tirety. 

Mr. PETERS. Ur. Speaker, there are some provisions in this con-
. ference report to which I can not agree, and if there was any opportu­
nity to amend I should be glad to avail myself of that privilege; but 
I feel, like those gentleman wbo ha>espoken before me, that it is more 
neces...c;ary to have some legislation for this Territory at the earliest pos­
sible moment than to have it made satisfactory to all. 

One of the features to which I desire to call attention is the location 
of the county seat at the town of El Reno. I think that was a mistake 
on the part of the conference committee. I do not believe the county 
seat should have been located at that place. There are other towns 
much larger and of greater importance, which are really bona-fide 
towns, that should have been given a preference in the location for a 
county se~t in that Territory. Among them are the towns of Frisco 
and the town of Reno City. I believe the town of Reno City is, per­
haps, the equal of any town in size, as well as in convenience to those 
that will probably be in the county created there by the governor, and 
if I had an opportunity to offer an amendment I should move to strike 
out " El Reno," in the report of this committee, and insert " the town 
of Reno City." Reno City bas this advantage: There are no contests 
:filed, as I understand, upon upon the land upon which it is located. 
The same can not be said of El Reno. Reno Cfty is a live town, with 
four or five hundred people, and is better adapted to meet the wants 
of that community as a county !'\eat than either El Reno or any other 
place that has been named. I regret very much, therefore, that this 
proposition comes up in such a form that the change can not be made; 
but I do not feel like delaying action upon this whole subject for the sake 
of making that change. Undor our parliamentary rules the report of 
the committee of conference must be adopted in toto or rejected in toto, 
and I do not feel like taking the responsibility of making a fight against 
the adoption of the report on this account alone. 

Mr. HOOKER. I trust the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. STRUBLE] 
will yield me a. little time. 

Mr. STRUBLE. How much time does the gentleman require? 
Mr. HOOKER. About ten minutes. 
Mr. STRUBLE. I will yield to the gentleman later. I now yield 

to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. LANHAM]. 
Mr. LANHAM. Mr. Speaker, I should not attempt to address the 

Honse upon the bill and report of the conference committee but for the 
fact that there is contained in the bill a. provision which is of very great 
importance to my State and directly concerns a part of my immediate 
constituency. I allude to that portion of the bill which proposes the 
method of settling a question of disputed boundary between the United 
States and Texas, and which is as follows: 

SEC. 25. That inasmuch as there is a controversy between the United States 
and the State of Texas as to the ownership of what is known as Greer County 
it is hereby expressly provided that tllis act shall not be construed t<> apply t~ 
said Greer Count.y until the title to the same bas been adjudicated and deter­
mined to be in the United States; and in order to provide for a. speedy and final 
judicial determination of the controversy aforesaid the Attorney-General of the 
United States is hereby authorized and directed to commence, in the name and 
on behalf of the United States, and prosecute to a final determination, a proper 
suit in equity in the Supreme Court of the United States against the State of 
Texas, setting forth the title and claim of the United States to the traet of land 
lying between the North and South Forks of the Red River where the Indian 
Territory and the State of Texas adjoin, east of the one hundredth degree of 
longitude~ and claimed by the State of Texas as within its boundary and a part 
of its lana, and designated on its map as Greer County, in order that the right­
ful title to said land may be finally determined, and the court, on the trial of the 
case, may, in its discretion, so far as the ends of justice will warrant, consider 
any evidence heretofore taken and received by the Joint Boundary Commission 
under the act of Congress approved January 31,1885; and said case shall be ad­
vanced on the docket of said court and proceeded with to its conclusion as rap­
idly as the nature and circumstances of the case permit. 

As the Oklahoma bill na.ssed the House and went to the Senate it 
contained a different plan for the :final determination of this contro­
versy, and also a further clause looking to the protection and conserva­
tion of the homestead rights of the settlers upon lands in the disputed 
territory, under and by virtue of the land laws of the United States, 
should the decision be in favor of the United States and adverse to the 
claim of Texas. The following is the language of the Honse bill on 
this subject: 

SEc. 21. That, inasmuch as. there is a controversy between the United States 
and the State of Texas as to the ownership of what is known as Greer County 
it is hereby expressly provided that nothing in this act shall be construed to a~ 
ply to said county of Greer until said controversy shall be determined in favor 
of the United States by the board of arbitration provided for herein; and to pro­
''lde for a speedy and ~nal ~ettl.ement of ihe controversy relating to said Greer 
County a board of arb1trat10n 1s hereby created for the purpose of deciding said 
controversy and finally determining the ownership of said territory. 

That 5!\id board of arbitration shall consist o_f three persons, who shall be 
learned m the law, one of whom shall be appomted by the President of the 
United States, one by the governor of Texas, and the third, who shall be the 
chief-justice of some one of the States other than Texas, shall be a.greed upon 
and appo~nted by the Pre;sident of the United States and the governor of Texas. 

That stud board of arb1tra.tion shall meet at such place or places as may be 

designated by a majority of its members, and shall hM•e full authority to send 
for persons and papers, to administer oaths, and to hear and receive testimony 
in behalf of the respective claims of the United States and the State of Texas; 
including any evidence heretofor~ taken and received by the Joint Boundary 
Commission under the act of Congress appro\ed January 31,1885, and to thor­
oughly investigate aud decide said controversy to the end that it may be defi­
nitely settled and determined wbether said territory belongs to the United States 
or the State of Texas. 

Tha t said board of arbitration shall be appointed and enter upon f,he work 
hereby assigned them as early as practicable, and shall render their decision as 
soon as the importance of the issue and a proper investigation thereof will jus­
tify, and when said decision is rendered the same shall be by said board of arbi­
tration certified to the President of the United States and the governot· or Texas 
and shall be recorded in the respective general land offices of the United Statep 
and the State of Texru;, and said decision shall be final and decisive of said con· 
troversy. 

That the sum of 510,000, or so much thereof, as may be necessary, is hereby 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, to defray the 
expenses and for compensation of those members of said board of arbitration 
appointed by the President: Provided, That the StateofTexasshall pay asum 
equal to that paid by the United States as compensation for that member of said 
board jointly appointed by the President and governor of Texas : And provided 
fu,·ther, That should the decision of said board of arbitration be in favor of the 
United States, then, and in that event, all actual and bona fide settlers upon 
and occupants of the lands in said county on the 1st day of January, 1890, shall 
be entitled to have preference to and hold the lands upon which they ha"\e set­
tled under the homestead Jaws of the United States by virtue of their settlement 
and occupancy of said lands, and they shall be credited with the time they have 
actually occupied their homesteads, respectively, not exceeding two years, on 
the time required under said land laws to perfect title as homestead settlers. 

I feel it to be my representative duty to commit to the record an ex­
pression of my dissatisfaction with the method proposed in the bill of 
the conference committee for the determination of this issue between 
my State and the Federal Government and to state the reasons why 
I have urged the measure which passed the House and why I think it 
should have been adopted. 

It is not deemed necessary to enter upon any elaborate discussion at 
this time as to the origin and history of this matter of dmpnted bound­
ary. It is one of long standing, and which has been the subject of 
State and Federal legislation and repeated efforts for settlement dur­
ing a period of many years. Itinvolvestherightfulownershipandjn­
risdiction over that tract of country or territory lying and being situ­
ate between the two streams commonly known as the North and South 
Forks of the Red River, immediately east of the one hundredth degree 
of west longitude, and designated upon the maps of Texas as Greer 
County, while on the maps of the United States and the Indian Terri­
tory it is included within and made to appear as a. part of the Indilln 
Territ.ory. 

The question is, which of these streams is the correct boundary line 
at this point between the United States and Texas? It iCJ contended 
on the one hand that the North Fork is the true boundary, and hence 
that Greer County belongs to Texas; while on the other hand it is in­
sisted that the South Fork is the boundary, and that the territory in 
question is outside of the limits of Texas. Greer County contains 
nearly 2,500 square miles. It was created and defined as one of the 
counties of Texas in 1860 by the Legislature of that State. It was 
organized in 1886 and bas in operation all the machinery of govern­
ment which belongs to the other counties of Texas. It has its county 
site and courts, district and local. It has received at the hands of the 
State the usual quota. of school lands, 4 leagues, which have been 
disposed of by its county authorities and the proceeds applied in the 
usual way for the maintenance of public schools. 

It has issued and sold its bonds and constructed its public buildings. 
It is now occupied and settled by about 10,000 people, who have driven 
down their stakes, improved and cultivated the lands, built houses, 
maintained and established farms, and surrounded themselves with all 
the insignia. of homes. They have churches and schools. They have 
redeemed the country from its wild conditions. They constitute as 
good and worthy a citizenship as is to be found in the State or else­
where, and, but for the existence of this dispute as to boundary and 
the consequent unrest and uncertainty, their county is fully equipped 
in all the elements of organization and is in the enjoyment of material 
and substantial prosperity. 

At the first session of the last Congress the House Committee on the 
Judiciary, through my colleague, Mr. CULBERSON, reported the bill 
which provided for the arbitration plan of settlement, and the same 
passed the House on the 15th of February, 1888, without opposition. 
The Senate Committee on the _Judiciary made a report on the House 
bill striking out the proposition for arbitration and sabstituting there­
for the method now contained in the bill agreed upon by the commit­
tee of conference, which contemplates the prosecution of a suit against 
Texas in the Supreme Court of the United States. 

The Senate gave the subject no :final consideration during the Fif­
tieth Congress. On the 23d of February, 1889, the Legislature of Texas 
enacted, substantially in the terms of the House bill mentioned, a law 
which provided for arbitration, and made an appropriation to defray 
one-half the expenses thereof and for compensation of those members 
of the board of arbitration to be appointed by the governor and agreed 
on by the governor and President. 

The House Committee on ·the Territories adopted and incorporated 
in their amendment to the Senate Oklahoma bill the terms of the 
Texas law on the subject and the additional homestead provision, 
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.contingent upon the result of the arbitration being favorable to the 
United States, which, as before stated, passed the House. . 

I maintain, Mr. Speaker, that this_ authoritative proposition of 
Texas, submitted by its Legislature, is and was obviously fair and just 
to both parties to the controversy, that it offered a speedy and proper 
plan of settlement and one in keeping with the spirit of the prece­
dents for determining questions of boundary conflict between differ­
ent States and Territories in the past, as can be abundantly shown by 
former acts of Congress. 

The p ersonnel and qualifications of the commissioners or arbiters were 
to be such as to insure respect for the decision they might reach. Their 
authority contem!'lated a complete, open; and col)lprehensive investi­
gation of the entire matter, with fall power of research into all the ac­
cessible sources of information, historic, traditional, documentary, and 
otherwise, without regard to harsh or technical rules, to the end that 
full justice might be done. They could administer oaths, send for per­
sons and papers, and, if it should have become necessary, they could 
have even gone upon and personally viewed the territory in dispute, 
traced the two streams from the point of confluence to the . one hun­
dredth degree of west long\ tude, and gone to the bottom of the _ _real 
causes and subject-matter of the content ion. 

I believe that within three months' time it could have been affirma­
tively and finally determined as to where rests the rightful proprietor­
ship of Greer County, and when the decision should be reached, eo in­
stanti, and without the necessity for extensiveaddi tionallegislation, and 
without liability to any serious complications or disturbances or harass­
ment of. the good people who have made their homes there, it would 
have been concluded in a manner satisfactory to and obligatory on all 
parties as to whether it shall hereafter constitute a part of the Terri­
tory of Oklahoma or remain as it now is, under the jurisdiction of 
Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, Texas came into the Union as an independent republic. 
Before its admission and while it was a republic, the subject of the 
boundary between it and the United States was a matter of consid­
eration between them as independent sovereignties and different nation­
alities, and in the convention of April, 1838, for marking the bound­
ary between them, it was agreed by their respective plenipotentiaries, 
among other things, " that until this line shall be marked * * * 
each of the contracting parties shall continue to exercise jurisdiction 
in all the territory over which its jurisdiction has heretofore been ex­
ercised; and that the remaining portion of said boundary line shall be 
run and marked at such time hereafter as may suit the convenience of 
both the contracting parties, until which time each of the said parties 
shall exercise, without the interference of the other, within the terri­
tory of which the boundary shall not have been so marked and run, 

· jurisdiction to the same extent to which it has been heretofore usually 
exercised." 

Texas was admitted into the Union, as is shown by the joint resolu­
tions of March 1 (5 Stat., 797) and of December 29, 1845 (9 Stat., 108), 
with ''the territory properly included within and rightfully belong­
ing to the Republic of Texas." The· question of the disputed bound­
ary which involves Greer County has neverbeen determined between 
the United States and Texas, and it does seem to me that when all 
these facts are considered the State of Texas has an extraordinary 
right to propose terms of settlement, and an extraordinary claim, in 
the spirit of all right and comity, to the courteous consideration of 
Congress, and upon the acceptance of and co-operation by the Federal 
Government in any fair and reasonable proposition looking to that 
end. 

Many other reasons might be assigned in favor of the Texas plan, but 
it is believed tbat sufficient has been shown to invite attention to those 
most prominent. It is gratifying to know that the Honse of Represent­
atives and its managers in conference committee preferred and sup­
ported this plan, and I wish to acknowledge in a proper way my per­
sonal appreciation of whatever favorable consideration it received at 
the hands of a:gy members of the committee of conference from either 
House. 

Under the parliamentary attitude of the conference report I can not 
hope to single out and have further specific action upon this matter, as 
under the rules of the House the report must be considered as an en­
tirety, but I wish to state my objections to the method finally agreed 
upon and adopted by the committee of conference. 

It is, in the first place, I think, not the treatment which Texas was 
entitled to receive, and not in keeping with the expression of its wish 
in the premises as indicated by its legislative enactment. Texas has 
not asked to be sued in the Supreme Court of the United States, to be 
brought to that tribunal and figure as a defendant upon its docket. 
I am not aware that there is to be found any precedent in all the his­
tory of that high court, with usual appellate jurisdiction for this new 
departure. I certainly have been unable to find where Congress has 
ever before in a matter of disputed boundary between any State and 
Territory attempted to have an original adjudication made by this great 
tribunal and sought to make it a trial court. 

It is, I think, a matter of great doubt and uncertainty as to whether 
the Supreme Court will exercise the jurisdiction thus proposed, even 
should the State of Texas acquiesce in and interpose no objection to 

• 

such jurisdiction, outside of the fact that consent may be unable to 
cure any infirmity in jurisdiction. 

I am strongly, inclined to the opinion that the matter involved is a 
nolitical and not a judicial question, and on this point I quote the fol­
lowing extract from Note 199, Paschal's Annotated Constitution: 

But the judicial power does not extend to all questions which arise under the 
Constitution, laws, and treaties, because many of these are political and have to 
be solved by other departments of the Government. Thus: 

Where the title to property depended on the question whether the land w~ 
within a cession by treaty to the United States, after our Government, legisla­
tive and executive, had claimed jurisdiction over it, the courts must consider 
that question as a political one, the decision of which having been made in this 
manner, they must conform to it. (Foster vs. Neilson, 2 Pet., 309, and other au­
thorities cited.) 

So the protection of the Indians in their possessions seems to be a. political 
ques tion (Cherokee Nation vs. Georgia, 5 Pet., ~0) . So as to State boundaries 
unless agreed to be settled as a judicia l question (H,il.ode Island vs. Massachu-
setts, 12 Pet., 736, 7~) . · 

Should the Supreme Court decline to entertain jurisdiction of the 
matter, the controversy will be left where it now is, and as far from 
settlement as ever. There could oy no possibility have been any fail­
ure to reach a final decision by the proposed board of arbitration, for 
the reason that it was to consist of three members, with duties well 
defined, ·and not of an equal number as representativeS of the United 
States and Texas, as was the case under a former joint commission. 

Should the court exercise jurisdiction and render judgment against 
Texas in the matter, then the rights of the settlers upon the lands iu 
Greer County are unprovided for, and distressing conditions may arise 
in consequence before any legislation covering their case can be enacted, 
and no one can predict what the character of that legislation may be. 
Should the court decline under the cold rules of law to receive and 
consider testimony heretofore taken by the commission of 1885, there 
is certain valuable and exceedingly important evidence the benefit of 
which would be lost to Texas. Even with the provision. to advance 
the suit on the docket, there is no telling when the case will be tried; 
certainly, I think, the end will not·be as expeditiously reached in any 
event as it would have been under the Texas plan for an arbitration. 

Should Texas be cast in the suit there is no estimating what the cost 
will be, and in the absence of any provision to the contrary it is to be 
supposed that all costs will be taxed against the State, the ·defendant 
in this unsolicited litigation. The enumeration of these objections 
does not include others which I entertain, but which I do not deem it 
proper to discuss at this time. . 

Notwithstanding my opposition to this litigation, there is no one, Mr. 
Speaker, who will be moregratified than I will beshould myStateand 
my constituents have a safe deliverance therefrom, and by the means 
thus contemplated, and I shall be gladifthe sequel shall demonstrate 
that my apprehensions are groundless. -

I believe that Texas has a just and honest claim to the territory in 
dispute. A long and patient investigation, running through many 
years of my service here, has convinced me that it belongs to Texas. 
The same opinion has been entertained and expressed by the executives 
of my State under different administrations, from General Houston 
down to Governor Ross, and I have felt it incumbent upon me to · do 
everything within the compass of my humble ability to maintain the 
convictions I entertain, and to secure for my State and people every 
right and consideration to which they are entitled in the maintenance 
and ultimate success of their long-assert~d claim to this particular 
territory. 

Texas is large, but we want everyinch of its soil that rightfully be­
longs to us. We want all Texas, without diminution, withoutpartition, 
one and indivisible. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I now yield fifteen minutes to the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. HOOKER]. 

Mr. HOOKER. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call the attention of the 
House to certain provisions of this bill as it is now reported back by 
the committee of conference. In the · first section of the bill as now 
agreed upon, the section defining the limits of this Territory, I find the 
following language: 

Whenever the interestoftheCherokee Indians in the land known as the Chero• 
kee Outlet shall have been extinguished and the President shall make procla­
mation thereof, said Outlet shall thereupon, and without further legislation, be­
come a part of the Territory of Oklahoma. 

Now, I agree that the committee has reached a cor~ect conclusion in 
leaving out, as I insisted when this bill was under discussion they were 
bound to do, what did not belong to the United States. I commend 
the action of the conference committee so far as it has reached that 
result. But when they undertake to include in a bill, in which they 
themselves leave out the Cherokee Outlet, a clause in relation to the 
claim of the Cherokee Indians to this land-as if they held it simply 
by a claim~ when in :ilct tb.ey hold it by treaty stipulation and by 
patent-! must object to any such assumption. This is one of the 
numerous declarations in this act which would make it appear that the 
Indians are simply setting up a ''claim.'' Why, sir, they are in actual 
possession; they have been in possession ever since 1838, when Martin 
Van Buren signed the patent; and they are m possession now, enjoy­
ing the usufruct of this land. Yet you talk about the claim of the 
Indians as if they had simply a "claim," when in fact the land is 
absolutely their own • 
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Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman will allow me to call his attention 
to the fact that in the bill, in line 31, the word is ''interest.'' The 
word_ "claim" is simply used in the statement of the House conferees. 
The language of the bill is that "whenever the interest of the Chero­
kee Indians in the land known as the Cherokee Outlet shall have been 
extinguished,'' etc. . 

Mr. HOOKER. Well, you talk about their ha-ving an "interest" 
in the land, when in fact they own the land; it is theirs absolutely. 
Further along in this same section is this declaration: 

Congress may at any time hereafter change the boundaries of said Territory 
or attach any portion of the same to any other State or Territory of the United 
States without the consent of the inhabitants of the TelTitory hereby created. 

This presents one of the most anomalous features oflegislation that 
have been introduced into any bill, Territorial or otherwise. It is pro­
posed now to create a aort of elastic area of territory which can spread 
out at the pleasure of the Government hereafter, or contract, taking in 
any persons with or without their consent. This is another feature of 
the bill which it seems to me is very objectionable. 

But the most objectionable feature to my mind is the fact that not­
withstanding the committee of conference have agreed that they could 
not include the Cherokee Outlet, and therefore have left it out in de­
fining the boundaries of the Territory, they still retain in the bill as 
now reported a provision extending the laws of one of the States of this 
Union over the Indian nation-not over this Territory alone, but over 
the Indian nation, and creating courts which are to exercise jurisdic­
tion over the five semi-civilized tribes as well as over the Territory it­
self. I say this is an incongruous bill. If it is necessary to amend 
the act by which in the last Congress we created a rourt to sit at Mus­
cogee, in the Indian Territory, with certain limited jurisdiction defined 
in that measure-if it is necessary to extend that jurisdiction over the 
Indian Territory and over the five semi-civilized tribes, then it ought 
to be done either by an independent bill or by an amendment to the 
law as it now stands upon the statute-books. 

Why should it be put into a bill creating the Territory of Oklahoma, 
for which, as you say, yon wish to provide a government? I say there 
is no congruity in the two topics embraced in this bill. If it is neces­
sary to extend additional jurisdiction over the Indian Territory do it 
by an amendment to the act on that subject. When this bill was under 
consideration I opposed, as I now oppose on this conference report, a 
provision of this kind, on the ground that if you undertake to apply 
the laws of Nebraska or any other State to the Indian Territory, allow­
in~:t all the varied domestic relations there to be governed by the laws 
ofthe State selected, yon thus force upon the five semi-civilized tribes 
who have theirown legislature, their own judicature, their own pecul­
iar system of laws, and who hold. their lands in common and not in 
severalty-you force upon them an incongruous system of laws wholly 
unadapted to their condition and not calculated to benefit them. 

Thus, if this report of the committee of conference should be adopted 
{and I regret as did the gentleman who preceded me that the re­
port is not subject to amendment) in its entirety and should become 
a law, you will find, when it comes to be executed in the Indian Terri­
tory, two clashing jurisdictions. You will have the jurisdiction of 
the Indi&n courta and the jurisdiction of the United States courts; yon 
will have the laws of the Indian nations conflicting with the laws, as 
they may be interpreted, which you attempt to extend over them from 
one of the States of the Union. 

For the purpose of establishing the Territory of Oklahoma there is 
no necessity for creating this confused condition of affairs in the In­
dian Territory. The five semi-civilized tribes of Indians hold their 
lands by a solemn patent from the Government, and by treaty stipu­
lations which run back for a century; they are capable of governing 
themselves; they own their own territory, enact their own laws, es­
tablish their own judicature with their own judges; and now you pro­
pose inch by inch to acquire power over the land belonging to those 
tn"bes by virtue of the extension of the judicial power of the United 
States over them. After a while yon will insist that this territory it-' 
self may be seized upon by the United Statt-s, a.s it was attempted in 
the original bill to seize upon lands which had been just as solemnly 
~nveyed to the Indians, both by treaty and patent; yon will attempt 
to insist that this whole territory may be taken possession of by the 
QQvernment of the United States and erected into an Indian territory 
without the consent of the Indians themselves. 

These, Mr. Speaker, constitute in my mind cardinal objections still 
to the bill, although it is very much bettered from what it was when 
it came into the House from the Committee on the Territories of this 
HoMe, with a proposition embodied therein to embrace within its 
limits, without let or hinderance, and by no power of the United States, 
a vast area. of country, which not only does not belong to you, but 
which yon deeded away many years ago by the most solemn form of 
covenant that can be executed between men. While the bill is some­
what better than it was then, it still retains the objectionable and in­
congruous feature, if I may so speak, of undertaking to establish two 
se'h!! oflaws, the one to be interpreted by the judicature of the United 
States and the other by the five semi-civilized tribes of Indians them-
selves, subject to the interpretation of their own judiciary. · 
' That is exactly the attitude of the bill, as I understand it, now, and 

one of its most seriously objectiona bl~ features. And in creating .a Ter­
ritorial form of government for any given Territory, I venture the as­
sertion that never before in the history of the Government of the United 
States, from its very foundatibn to the present time, since it has grown 
from the thirteen original States to a powerful nation of forty-two 
sovereign and independent Commonwealths, has it been thought proper, 
just, or right to undertake to extend the laws of the United St..'\tes over 
other countries than that which was embraced in the area of the Terri­
tory that is proposed to be created by the legislation enacted. Why 
should it be so?" What necessity exists for it? What is the object to 
be accomplished? Why are gentlemen so urgent? 

The truth of the matter is, sir, that whole portion of the House 
bill which proposes to extend the jurisdiction of the United States 
across and over the five semi-civilized tribes ought to be stricken from 
it, word and letter. It has no business in the bill, and, I care not who 
assents to it, it can not in my judgment give it validity. The Indians 
themselves have not assented to it, because there is a protest, just caused 
to be read by my friend from Georgia [l\fr. BARNES] with regard to 
the objection of certain portions of these people. They will have to 
take it probably. The strong power of the United States holding the 
weaker within i'h!! control may compel them to accept it and allow the 
extension of this jurisdiction. But they have protested as far as they 
can protest, and are again protesting in this written paper which was 
read from the Clerk's desk a few moments ago during the remarks of my 
friend from Georgia. 

I think, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the report of the conference 
committee ought not to be adopted by the House as long as it rontains 
this proposition to ext-end the laws of any other State over the five 
semi-civilized tribes of Indians and create courts of jurisdiction in 
conflict with their own. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. STRUBLE. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 

Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER]. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, 1 desire very briefly, in the time al­

lotted to me, to refer to the remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr4 HooKER] who has just taken his seat, in opposition to the report 
of the conference committee. He states that it was unnecessary for 
this bill to make any provision in regard to what we denominate the 
five semi-civilized tribes. Under the bill passed at the last Congress, 
creating a court in the Indian Territory, jurisdiction was conferred 
upon that coUrt over the entire Indian Territory as then organized, in­
cluding what is known as the Public Land Strip. 

By the provisions of this bill all that part of the jurisdiction of that 
court which relates to what is in this bill denominated as Oklahoma 
is taken from that court; and hence, having been required by the other 
terms of this bill to interfere with the jurisdiction heretofore conferred 
upon the United States court in the Indian Territory, the committee 
deemed it important, in fact absolutely necessary, in view of the con­
dition there, that additional jurisdiction should be conferred upon that 
court: not over the Indians, as supposed by the gentleman from Mis­
sissippi, but over the white people not members of any of the Indian 
tribes embraced in what are known as the five semi-civilized tribes. 

The attorney for the Cherokee Nation sent a communication to the 
conference committee, embodying his objections to the bill as it was 
passed by.the House and ask"ing the adoption of certain amendments 
in the conference, which amendments were considered by that body, 
and I desire to state here that every one of the amendments was in­
corporated in the Senate amendments to this bill and now form a part 
of it. That is the reason why the conferees on the part of the House 
Ieported, in their statement submitted with the conference report, and 
which was published in the RECORD of yesterday, and has been read 
from the desk to-day, th9-t if there was opposition on the part of the 
representatives of these Indian tribes to the bill they were not aware 
of it, for the authorized attorney of the Indians came, asking that cer­
tain amendments be adopted, which amendments now form a part of 
the bill as reported from the committee. I will cite one of them, which 
is to be found on page 37 of the bill, the last portion of section 30, 
which reads as follows: 

Provided, however, That the judicial tribunals of the Indlan nations shall re­
tain exclusive jurisdiction in all civil and criminal cases arising in the country 
in which members of the nation by nativity or by adoption shal~ be the only 
parties; and as to all snch cases the laws of the State of Arkansas extended 
over and put in force in said Indian Territory by this act shall not apply. 

And further on, on page 42, at the instance of one of the attorneys of 
the Cherokee Nation this provision was inserted: 

But nothing in this act shall be so construed as to deprive any of the courts 
of the civilized nations of exclusive jurisdiction over a.ll ca.ses arising wherein 
members of said nations, whether by treaty, blood, or adoption, are the sole 
parties, nor so as to interfere with the right and power of sa.id civilized nations 
to punish said members for viol~;~.tion of the atatutes and laws enacted by their 
national councils where such laws are not contrary t-o the treaties and laws of 
the United States. 

:l'lfr. HOOKER. What section is that? 
Mr. SPRINGER. It is section 31 of the bill. 
These provisions were insisted upon by the attorneys of the Chero­

kee, as well as the other nations, and were incorporated for that reason; 
and the conference committee were informed tha.t they were all the 
Indians asked in that direction . 
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Now, I -want to state distinctly and emphaticaJly, for the benefit of 

the 'House, that so far as jurisdiction over the ftve semi-civilized tribes 
is concerned, as contained in this bill, it relates to the white people, 
of whom there are over one hundred thousand to-day living in that 
Territory, people who are asking for thlil jurisdiction and are desirous 
of the passage of this law in order to protect their persons and property. 
Lawisnotaterrorexcepttotheevil-doer. Nomanhasarighttosayon this 
floor that by extending good laws overthecitizensofthe United States 
we are in any manner oppressing them. Law is not oppressi-.e to the 
good citizen. It is liberty regulated by law that we are endeavoring 
to enforce in the Indian Territory; and the white people there ask this 
legislation. The only contention before the committee at the time 
seemed to be as to where the courts should be located, the Indians 
themselves asking for them at the respective towns -and settlements in 
wlrich tbey reside. 

So that we have endeavored to comply with the reasonable demands 
of the Indians, who have opposed this legislation, and the protection 
of tbe white people, who are there with the consent of the Indians 
themselves. After this long controversy as to this legislation, I desire 
to congratulate this House and the people of the country upon the fact 
that the conference committee has reached a conclusion which is ad­
mitted to b~ just to all concerned in this matter, and which, in my 
judgment, will do much to bring law and order to the Indian -Terrirory, 
which has heretofore been the refuge of criminals. This legislation, 
:Mr. Speaker, is in the interest of the people of the whole country, and 
I hope it will be adopted. [Cries of " Vote ! '' "Vote ! "] 

Mr. STRUBLE. I now yield five minutes to -the gentleman from 
Kansas [Mr. PERKINS]. 

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Speaker, as suggested by the gentleman from 
lllinois [Mr. .SPRINGER 1 the conferees representing the two .Houses of 
Congress labored indnstrion.Bly and eo.nscientiously to get a bill satis­
factory to the representatives of tbe American people, as well _as satis­
factory to the people for whom.we are legislating. It was no idle -task 
to fol'lllulate a bill that would give the -people of Oklahoma Territorial 
government and courts and the instrumentalities of the law _for the pro­
tection of their persons and their property, and in connection with that 
create such tribunals and formulate such legislation as will remedy the 
wrongs existing in the Indian Territory proper. .A:.s suggested by the 
g~ntlema.n from illinois, it is reported by those best informed that there 
are more than one hundred thousand white-people living within the 
borders of the so-called Indian Territory. These men are ·without tri­
bunals and without law for the protection of their rights .and property, 
except as in the last Congress we created a court with limited jurisdic­
tion and conferred power upon it to in-vestigate certain complaints and 
to remedy certain evils. 

Mr. HOOKER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question 
there? Is there a white man in any part of the Indian Territory occu­
pied by the semi-civilized tribes who has any right to be there except 
by consent of those tribes? 

1\Ir. PERKINS. They are there by their consent, and, being there 
with their consent, :have secured rights that entitle them to protection, 
that entitle them to a hearing in court and to legislation for their se­
curity and good; that has imposed upon Congress the necessity of creat­
ing courts for the protection of their rights and for the adjudication of 
the controversies that n;rise. 

Mr. HOOKER. Do you mean that they have acquired :rights there 
in bostility to the people composing those tribes? 

Mr. PERKINS. Not at all. They have not acquired -thoM rights 
by hostility, but by the permission of those Indians; and hence the 
necessity is imposed upon this legislative body of providing a means for 
the protec-tion of those rights. lean not understand how any member 
who occupies a seat upon this floor and who believes in law and order 
and in right and justice should oppose this measure and advocate that 
we should continue the shotgun and lawless policy that·prevails in the 
Indian Territory to-day. 

More than 100,000 white people reside in that Territory. They ask 
of this House and of this Congress legislation in their behalf. The 
most of them a-re there with the sanction of the Indians, they na-ve in­
vested their means there in property, and I can not see bow anybody 
or any member upon this floor can say that legislation should not be 
enacted for their protection and in the interest of law and order, that 
lawlessness should be encouraged, that crime should be protected. That 
the people should be left without the encouragement and protection of 
the law and civilized tribunals to hear and to settle controversies .and 
to punish offenders may seem desirable and commendable to some of 
the members of this House, but not, in my judgment, to the great ma­
jority ofthe Representatives of the American people. 

Now, I have not time in the five minutes that have been gi-ven me to 
run through the provisions of -this bill. The statement mad.e by the 
House conferees was carefully made and it exhibits in brief the legisla­
tion that we are called upon to indorse. My friend from Texas criticised 
the provision of the bill pertaining to Greer County. As one of the 
conferees, I was in favor of the provisi.on that was inserted in the House 
bill, and as I understood the feelings of the gentleman .from Texas and 
other friends from Texas with reference to the Honse bill, aud knowing 

that they would rather have it than the proposition of the Senate, I, 
as a representative of the House, insisted that we should take the 
House provision, but ftnally, at the solicitation of the Senate conferees, 
I yielded, because, as insisted by them, fue tribunal designated in thi.s 
bill to settle this controversy is of a higher order and a larger tribtmal 
than the one ;provided by the House bill, and perhaps a more impartial 
tribunal, and possibly a more learned tribunal, and one that would 
on1y desire to do justice to all and to settle the important controve"rBy 
as the law and facts demanded. This ought to be satisfactory to all. 
Mr. Speaker, this is important legislation, and I congratulate the peo­
ple of Oklahoma. and the country generally that a.s conferees we have 
been able to agree and have been able to present to this House a hill 
that should be so satisfactory to all. 

Mr. STRUBLE. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. BAKER]. 
· Mr. BAKER. 11ir. Speaker, a year ago to-morrow at 12o'clock, hig'h 
noon, the sound of cannon opened the avenues to advancement into the 
Indian Territory oflOO,OOO American citizens. To-day we are on the 
point of enacting for their benefit a law which shall·give them a Terri­
torial government. I think that no higher or more important legiid.a­
tion has been considered at this Congress than that we are now about to 
submit to the approval of the American Congress. When this bill passed 
th-e House I felt that it was as nearly a perfect law as could be obtained 
through careful deliberation, patient labor, and study of your Commit­
tee on the Territories. The action of the conferees of the two Houses, 
to my mind, has largely improved the measure, and in adopting it we 
will do an act of justice not only to our own people, bn__t also to theftve 
civiliz-ed tribes of Indians. 

This is legislation that will bring to the Representatives here from 
a hundred thousand people in the Indian Territory a.nd in Oklahoma. 
words of gratitude .and praise. We can do no greater act than to pass 
this legislation, and when it shall have been done, when it shall have 
become a law~ no voice of eomplaint, no diseon-tent will be heard from 
those beautiful plains .and hills. This is:ane of the most important du­
ties of this hour; and I congratulate the people of the conntJ:y and of 
Oklahoma, as my worthy colleague from illinois IMr.. BPRINGER] .has 
done, 11 pon the promise of this honr and this day~ [Cries of '' Vote ! '' 
"Vote!"] 

Some criticism has been made npon some of the details of this bill. 
That is not to be wondered at. Human ingenuity can not produce 
anything bot what will receive some criticism of good and honorable 
and true and able men, like my friend from Mississippi [Mr • .HooKER]; 
but I believe :as a whole this bill is just, it is righteous, and it is a 
measure ofjnstice to all the people of this great Territory which they 
have long and patiently waited for and which they need to-day mom 
than any language can express. I think, Mr. Speaker, that there will 
be no doubt about agreeing to the report of the conferees. I know there 
will be no delay or doubt in the Executive approval of this bill; and 
then we shall have a voice of praise and commendation coming from 
the good people in whose behalf this legislation has been perfeeted. 

Mr. STRUBLE. In view of the evident desire to have an early vote 
on this bill, I shall only ask .a moment or two in closing the debate upon 
the measure. 

The committee of conference think they have presented to tnis Honse 
a bill that may well receive :the suppooii of every member present. It 
is true that the Rouse conferees have been compclled to make conces­
sions upon material points, but we believe, notwithstanding those con­
cessions, that this bill :is one possessing great merit and well adapted 
to the conditions existing in the Indian Territory. 

I desire to make a very brief reply to the criticism made by the 
gentlenmn from Mississippi [Mr. HooKER] in respect to the language 
in the bill providing that the boundaries of Oklahoma Territory may 
be changed at .any time .and additioPs made to it, and that disposition 
of the Territory otherwise may be made by Congress. Tbat language 
is in ha-rmony with the united sentiment of the conferees from both 
bodies, that -under no eircUID8tances, in so far as present action can go~ 
shall there be two States erected within what is now known as the 
Indian Territory. Therefore this provision W!aS adopted to make it 
clear and plain that the intention of this Congress is not to establish 
permanent boundary lines there with a view to the permanent divis­
ion of the Territory. I am gratified that the distinguished gentleman 
from lfississippi [11ir. HooKER] has 'Pfactically gi-ven his assent t.o this 
bill, because we are always glad to have the gentleman with us upon 
great measures of this kind. The House eonferees were compelled .to 
yield something upon the question of the Cherokee Outlet. They did 
so, bowever, with the expectation that in the very n~'\1" future the in­
terest, or the claim, or the title, as the gentleman [Mr. HooKER] :may 
choose to have it, of the Cherokees in that land will have been -ac­
quired by the United States, and that all objections, ev.en in the mind 
of the gentleman from 111ississippi, will be thereby removed to its 
being added to the Territory of Oklahoma. 

Mr. HOOKER. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him a 
moment? 

Mr. STRUBLE. For .a question only or for a very brief remark. 
Mr. HOOKER. I desire tl> say that I give cordial &sent to that 
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portion of your bill which does not exist, namely, to the omission of 
the Cherokee Outlet; but, so far a.s you extend the laws of oth~r States 
over this Territory and so far as you change the jurisdiction of the 
United States courts, I am opposed to you. 

Mr. STRUBLE. J.lr. Speaker, with respect to the point suggested 
by the gentleman, the bill leaves the jurisdiction of the United States 
courts at Fort Smith, Ark., and at Paris, Tex., verylnuch as it is now fixed 
by statute. The bill does extend certain of the laws of the State of Ar­
kansas over the Indian Territory, and it does that for the purpose of 
promoting the peace, the order, and the prosperity of the people in 
that Territory, especially those who are not subject to the laws of the 
Indian tribes. The jurisdiction of the United States courts at Fort 
Smith and at Paris, as to all offenses the penalty for which is capital 
punishment or hard labor, remains unchanged, while both courts have 
jurisdiction to punish violations of the United States liquor laws among 
the five civilized tribes. 

The bill does, in the interest of good order, peace, and prosperity, ex­
tend certain indicated and named statutes oi the State of Arkansas, 
which we believe worthy of extension, over this Territory, in order that 
the rights of white people and rights arising between members of the 
Indian tribes and members of other tribes may be protected and settled 
by the courts in that country. As my c-olleague upon the committee 
[Mr. PERKINS] has said, there is great need for this legislation because 
of the presence there of many ihousands of citizens of the United States 
over whom there is no law and who have no remedies against each other 
or against members of the Indian tribes in that Territory. This bill 
does not seek to encroach or infringe in the least upon the jurisdiction 
of the several tribes, or upon the jurisdiction of their courts, or upon 
any of their powers or proceedings. It simply proposes, to establish 
there certain laws of an adjoining State which in their character we be­
lieve are excellent and are calculated to promote the best interests of 
the people within the five civilized tribes. 

Mr. Speaker, I should have been glad if the conferees of the House 
could have secured theassentof theSenateconfereestotheappointment 
of more judges within the five tribes, but the House conferees deemed 
it best to yield to the proposition of the conferees of the Senate that 
no more judges be appointed, but that thejudgenowappointed to hold 
court at Muscogee, in the Creek Nation, should hold courts at two other 
places, namely, South 1t!c.A.leister and Ardmore, in the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations. 

I should have been pleased also if we could have secured the assent 
of the conferees of the Senate to the proposition of the House in respect 
to Greer County. I sympathize with my friend from Texas [Mr. LAN­
HAM], whom I have known for more than seven years, upon that ques­
tion. It was one of the first questions brought to my attention as a 
member of the Committee on Territories in the Forty-eighth Congress, 
and, as gentlemen who are familiar with the subject know, that Con­
gress took action for the appointment of a commission to settle the 
dispute. · 

The gentleman from Texaa [.ltir. LANHAM] has been persistent and 
earnest, in season and out of season, in his efforts to have settled as 
speedily and as fairly as possible the controversy between the Federal 
Government and the State of Texas in respect of that county. The 
State of Texas proffered us, as we thought, a fair proposition and a 
speedy method of settling the dispute, but the conferees of the Senate 
dissented from it, and finally the House conferees yielded, and by the 
provisions of this bill the question is to be referred to the United States 
courts ior settlement upon a full hearing of all the facts of the case. 
And now, Mr. Speaker, believing that this bill is one worthy to be 
passed by this House and th:tt no further explanation or remarks need 
be made in support of it, I call for the previous question upon the adop-
tion of the conference report. · 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
the report of the committee of conference was adopted. 

Mr. STRUBLE moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
SECURITY OF MONEY IN THE TREASURY. 

:Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I ask unanimous consent for the pres­
ent consideration in the House, as in Committee of the Whole, of the 
bill (H. R. 9522) to provide necessary vaults and safeguards for these­
curity of the public money in the custody of the Treasurer of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of this bill 
in the Honse as in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. DOCKERY. I hope there will be no objection. 
M:r. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. Let the bill be read before 

that question is determined. 
The bill was read, as follows: 
Be it enacted, etc., That the following sums, or so much thereof as may be nec­

essary, be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, namely: 

For inside steel linings and new doors on vaults numbered 6 and 8 in the cash­
room, including an intermediate door between said vaults, $95,500. 

For new vault, to be constructed in place of present vault numbered IS, and 

.· 

~lso in place of four iron safes now in use for the deposit. of national-bank notes 
m .Proce~s of redemption, to have a. partition dividing it into two parts, with 
SUitable doors and vestibule in each part. and a door to be placed in the parti­
tion, $82,500. 

For extending present vault numbered 7, now used for the deposit of the 
bonds held to secure circulation issued to national banks, and also to secure 
Government funds deposited in national banks, and the various trust funds 
held by the Treasurer as custodian, $.55,000. 

For constructing a new vault in place of present vault numbered 3, which is 
used for the deposit of fractional silver and other coins, $45,000. 

For constructing a new vault in place of present vault. numbered 4, now used 
for the deposit of Unit~d States notes, gold and silver certificates in process of 
redemption, $42,500. 

For constructing new cages and other protection for the tellers in the cash 
room, ;!15,000. 

For the employment of eight special guards for present vaults and safes, at 
the rate of 51,000 each per annum, to be appointed by the Treasurer of the United 
States, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, and employed only 
while the new vaults herein provided for are in course of construction, $8,000: 
Provided, That the work authorized to be done by this act shall be executed 
under contract in accordance with plans and svecifications to be approved by 
the Recretary of the Treasury, which plans and speciiications shall prescribe the 
material to be used and the manner of putting the same t')g"ether, and the ex-· 
peoses of said plans and specifications, including all personal services and also 
the superintendence of the work as the same progresses, shall be paid from the 
amount above appropriated. 

There being no objection, the Honse proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa. I should like to have the Clerk read 
the report. 

The report of the Committee on Appropriations (by Mr. HENDERSON, 
of Iowa) was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 9522) 
to provide vaults and safeguards for security of public money submit the follow• 
ing report: 

'l'he Committee on Appropriations submit herewith a bill appropriating in the 
aggregate the sum of $333,500 to provide necessary vaults and safeguards for the 
security of the public money in the custody of the Treasurer of the United 
States, and recommend its immediaoo consideration and passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be­
ing engrossed, it was aecordingly read the third time, and passed. 

ltir. HENDERSON, of Iowa, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was passed; , and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADDITIONAL SERGEANTS-AT-ARl\IS AND STENOGRAPHERS FOR bUB• 

COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS. 
:Mr. LACEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for the present 

consideration of the resolution which I send to the Clerk's desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolt:ed1 That the subcommittee of the Committee on Elections, charged with 
the investigation of the contest of Clayton vs. Breckinridge, are authorized to 
employ such deputy sergeants-at-arms, not exceeding three, and additional 
stenographers as may be deemed necessary by them for their assistance in said 
investigation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That can only be considered by unani­
mous consent. 

Mr. LACEY. I ask unanimous consent for its consideration. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objection? The Chair hears 

none. 
The resolution was adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing from the President of the United States was 

communicated to the House, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, 
who also announced that the President had approved and signed acts 
and a joint resolution of the following titles: 

On the 18th instant: 
An act (H. R. 7164) to amend and continue in forr.e "An act to au­

thorize the construction of a bridge across the Mlssouri River at Forest 
City, Dak., by th~ Forest City and. Watertown Railway Company," ap­
proved August 6, 1888; and 

An act (H. R. 5181) to remove the political disabilities of D. C. Stith, 
a citizen of Texas. 

On the 19th instant: . 
An act (H. R. 3352) to extend to the port of San Antonio, in the 

customs collection district of Saluria, in the State of Texas, the privi­
leges of the seventh section of the act approved .June 10, 1880, entitled 
"An act to amend the statutes in relation to immediate transportation 
of dutiable goods, and for other purposes;" 

An act (H. R. 2849) authorizing the President to appoint and retire 
John C. Fremont as a major-general in the United States Army; and 
also 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 119) requesting the Secretary of War to 
cause a further report to be made as to the practicability and approxi­
mate cost of tunneling the Detroit River at or near Detroit, Mich. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. McCooK, its Secretary, requested 

the House to return to the Senate the bill (H. R. 4652) for a public 
building at Ashland, Wis. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed without 
amendment House bills of the following titles: 

.A. bill (H. R. 505) for the construction of a railroad and wagon bridge 
across the Mississippi River at South St. Paul, Minn.; and 

.: 
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.A. bill (H. R. 507) granting the counties of Hennepin and Dakota, 

Minnesota, the right to build two bridges across the Minnesota River. 
The message further announced that the Senate had passed with 

amendments the bill (H. R. 3876) authorizing the construction of a 
bridge across the Red River of the North, asked a conference with the 
House on said bill and amendments, and had appointed as conferees on 
the part of the Senate Mr. VEST, Mr. SAWYER, and M:r. WASHBURN. 

The message also announced the passage of bills and joint resolution 
of the following titles; in which the concurrence ofthe House was re-
quested: . 

.A. bill (S. 11) to authorize the appointment of a sanitary engineer in 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes; 

.A. bill (S. 113) relating to the status of a certain commander in the 
Navy, and to correct the same; 

.A. bill (8.193) directing the Secretary ofthe Treasury to re-examine 
and resettle the accounts of certain States and the city of Baltimore 
growing out of moneys expended by said States and the city of Balti­
more for military purposes during the war of1812; 

.A. bill (S. 395) for the relief of Sarah K. McLean, widow of the late 
Lieut. Col. Nathaniel H. McLean; 

.A. bill (S. 584) to amend so much of section 351 of the Revised 
Statutes as fixes the salary of the chief clerk of the Department of 
Juetice; 

.A. bill (S. 868) for the relief of J. Henry Rives; 

.A. bill (S. 986) for the relief of the legal representatives and devisees 
of James W. Schaumburg; 

.A. bill (S. 1657) to ratify and confirm an agreement with the Indians 
in Fort Berthold agency, in North Dakota; 

A bill (S. 1743) to provide for the disposal of Fort Hartsuff, Fort 
Sheridan, and Fort McPherson military reservations, in the State of 
Nebraska, to actual settlers under the provisions of the homestead 
laws; 

.A. bill (S. 2058) for the relief of Isabel1a Hance, administratrix of 
William Hance: 

.A. bill (S. 2392) creatinganadditionalland office in the State of North 
Dakota; 

A bill (S. 2639) for the relief of 1\Irs. Selena Bestor, Orson H. Bestor, 
and E. Francis Riggs; 

A bill (S. 2842) to construct, maintain, repair, and operate military 
telegraph lines between Alpena, Mich., Thunder Bay Island, and Mid­
dle Islands, Lake Huron, and for other purposes; 

.A. bill (S. 3041) to dispose of certain lots now unsold of the Fort 
Dnlles military reservation, and the improvements thereon; 

A bill (S. 3061) referring to the Court of Claims the claims of James 
W. Walsh and others; 

A bill (S. 3122) to amend section 4426 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, relating to the regulation of steam-vessels; and 

Joint resolution (S. R. 52) providing for incorporating concurrent 
resolutions in the Session Laws and Statutes-at-Large. 

IM!11EDIATE TRANSPORTATION OF DUTIABLE GOODS. 

:Ur. BAKER. There is upon the Speaker's table a message from the 
President, accompanying a bill which has been returned by request. 

The SPEAKER. The message will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

To the House of Representatives: 
In compliance with a reSQlution of the House of Representatives (the Senate 

concurring), I return herewith House bill No. 105, entitled "An act in relation 
to immediate transportation of dutiable goods, amendatory of the act of July 
10, 1890." . 

BEN J. HARRISON. 
EXECUTIVE MANSIO~, April 21, 1800. 

:Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, it seems that in the enrolling of this 
bill, or in some other way, one or two errors crept in. The word 
"July" was inserted instead of "J nne " in the title and in the body 
of the bill, and the words "as hereby amended" were omitted in line 
10 of the bill. It is manifest that these errors ought to be corrected. 
I therefore a.<Jk unanimous consent that the bill may be re-enrolled with 
the necessary corrections. I think the fault was in the printing of the 
bill rather than with the enrolling clerks. 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, a concurrent resolution 
will be necessary in order that these corrections may be made. 

Mr. BAKER. Then I will offer a concurrent resolution to that ef­
fect. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Resolved by the House of R epresentatives (the Senate concw·ring), That the Clerk 

of the House of Representatives be directed to re-enroll the bill (H. R.10:>) in re­
Jation to immediate transportation of dutiable goods, amendatory of the act of 
July 10, 1880, a.nd insert therein (including the title) the word" June" wherever 
it occurs, in lieu of the word" July;" and also i nsert after the words" the sev­
enth section of said act" the words" as hereby amended." 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky. I would like to inquire how 
this mistake happened. 

Mr. BAKER. I presume that the error occurred in the original print 
ofthe bill. The word "July" was p1inted by mistake, instead ofthe 
word "June." 

The resolution was agreed to. 

.. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 

that the committee h"ad examined and found truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

.A. bill (H. R. 605) to increase the appropriation for the erection of a 
public building at Troy, N.Y.; 

.A. bill (H. R. 6942) to divide the judicial district of North Dakota; 
and 

.A. bill (H. R. 7156) to provide for the increase of the limit of cost of 
site and public buildings at Newark, N.J . 

UNITED STATES COURTS OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
The SPEAKER announced the appointment of Mr. STEW ART of 

Vermont, Mr. REED of Iowa, and Mr. HENDERSON of North Carolina 
as conferees on the part of the House upon the bill (H.R. 778) to regu­
late the sitting of the court of the United States within the district ot 
South Carolina. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The SPEAKER. Motions to suspend the rules are now in order 

and the call rests with the Committee on Public Landi!. 
The call was continued until the Committee on Invalid Pensions was 

reached. 
Mr. MORRILL. On behalf of the Committ-ee on Invalid Pensions, I 

desire to move a suspension of the rules to pass a bill which I have not 
at band at this moment. I ask unanimous consent that our commit­
t-ee may be passed for a few minutes . 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? The Chair bears none. 
The call of committees was continued until the Committee on Ex­

penditures in the Treasury Department was reached. 
IX CREASED PAY TO WATCHMEN IN TREASURY DEP ARTME.l.~T. 

Mr. ATKINSON, of Pennsylvania. On behalf of the Committee on 
Expenditures in the Treasury Department, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H. R. 8106) to determine and increase the pay of 
watchmen in the Treasury Department . 
. The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, etc., That from and after the passage of this act the annual pay 
of the watchmen of the Unit-ed States Treasury Department shall be~ per 
annum, and of the lieutenants of the watch $900 per annum, and of the captain 
ofthe wat<!h, $1,400per annum. 

SEc. 2. That all acts and parts of acts in conflict with this be, and they are 
hereby, repealed. 

Mr. ATKINSON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I feel reluctant to 
offer a bill of this character--

The SPEAKER. Before the debate can proceed a second must be 
ordered on the motion to suspend the rnles. 

Jlt1r. ATKINSON, of Pennsylvania. I ask unanimous consent that 
a second may be considered as ordered. 

Mr. DOCKERY. I object. I call for a second. 
Mr. CANNON. I think we had bett-er have -a second. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. ATKIN­

SOY] and the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. DocKERY] will take their 
places M tellers. 

The House divided; and there were-ayes 61, noes 61. 
So the motion WM not sec6nded. . 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. SPINOLA. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee on 

Military Affairs may be returned to, for this reason: I was unavoidably 
absent at the last meeting of the committee; I have here a small bill of 
my colleague from New York [Mr. CAMPBELL], whobasnothad a bill 
before this Honse this year. By unanimous authority of the committee, 
I ask that we mav return to that committee so as to enable me to call 
up this bill. v 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York (Mr. SPINOLA] 
asks unanimous consent to return to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DUNNELL. Was the committee called? 
The SPEAKER. It was. 
Mr. DUNNELL. I object to any return. 
Mr. SPINOLA. It wM not called to-day. 
Mr. DUNNELL. No matter; it will be called in its turn. 
The SPEA.KER continued the call of the committees until the Com­

mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds was reached. 
PENSIONS TO PRISONERS OF WAR. 

Mr. :MORRILL. Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas, whose committee 

was temporarily passed over by consent a few minutes ago. is now rec-
ognized. · 

Mr. MORRILL. I am instructed by the Commit tee on Invalid Peh­
sions to move t.o suspend the . rules and put on its passage, with an 
amendment, the bill (H. R 319) for pensioning prisoners of war. 

The bill, with an amendment striking out, after the words "prison­
ers of war,'' in the eight.h line of section 1, the words ''for sixty days or 
more,'' was read, as follows: 

B e it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, au­
thorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the names of the surviving 
officers and enlisted men, including marines, militia, and volunteers of the mil­
itary or naval service of the United States, who served in the late war of there-
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hellion, and who were p1iso.ners of war, and who are now suffering from any 
disability which can reasonably be p:resmned to be the result of exposure and 
.hardships endured while in confinement as prisoners of war and not the result 
.of their own mis.:onduct. or vicious habits, and pay lliitm the pension now pro­
-vided by law for similar disabilities: Provided, That this section shall nol. be 
construed to allow a.ny person to receive more than one pension. 

SEC. 2. Tha.ta.llsurvivingoftioersandenlisted men,inc1udingma1."ines,militia, 
and volunteers of the military or naval service of the United States, who ser>ed 
in the late war of the rebellion and who were prisoners of war for a period of 
thirty days or more shall receive the sum of$2 for each and every day they were 
held in confinement as prisoners of war, to be paid by the Secretary of the In­
terior. 

Mr. TARSNEY. I demand a second. 
The SPEAKER. The quel!ltion is on suspending the rules and pass­

ing the bill with an amendment. The gentleman from Missouri [.Mr. 
TARSNEY] demands a second. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask unanimous consent that a second may be con-
sidered as ordered. 

Mr. TARSNEY. I object. 
The SPEAKER appointed Mr. T.A.RSNEY and Mr. MORRILL as tellers. 
The Honse divided; and the telle:rs reported-ayes 98, noes 53. 
So a second was ordered. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. MoRRILL] and 

the g.entieman from 1tlissouri [Mr. T.A.RSl\T)l;Y] will control the time for 
debate, forty minutes, allowed under the rule. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will resen-e the time, if necessary, and let gen­
tlemen occupy their time o;n the other side. [Cries of "Vote!" 
"Vote!"] 

?tir. TARSNEY. Mr. Speaker, ina speech delivered in this House 
on the 12th day of .fu]y, 1888, my distinguished friend from Michigan 
[Mr. CUTCH100N], speaking to a private 'Pension bill, &.'\id: 

We are constantly passing prh·ate pension billil granting $35, $tO, $50, S75, and 
even SlOO per month, and we do this without uniformity o·r syste~; without 
equality or equity; without any known or unknown rule or moduli; without 
rhyme or reason; according to the eloquence of the plea, the strength of the 
written report, ·or the sympathy of the passing hour. r 

Had my honored friend but added to that strong, vigorous, eloquent, 
and truthful indictment the further count that the next succeeding 
Congress would soon be constantly engaged i.!l passing general pension 
measures that would embody uniformity without regard to justice, 
system without regard to merit, equality without equity, rule without 
discrimination, and rhyme without reason, according to the eloquence 
of the plea, the buncombe contained in written reports, the sympathy 
of the passing hour, the exigencies of party, or the effect upon the po­
litical fntnre of individual members of this House, then, indeed, would 
his indictment not only have covered with trnth the history of the 
past, but would have pointed, although perhaps in vain, with a spirit 
of warning prophecy to the future. 

1tfr. Speaker, to-day this Honse is invited to a new departure in 
the field of pension legislation; to-day, sir, we are invited to incorpo_. 
rate into the pension system of the country a principle never before 
embodied in the pension legislation of any nation in the world; a prin­
ciple that, here invoked, as it is claimed, to reward patriotism, would in 
the future serve only to subvert and destroy a spirit of patriotism. 

Mr. Speaker, I occupy a peculiar relation to this measure, a rela­
tion not occupied, as I believe, by any other member of this House. 
It is distasteful to me, sir, as it must oo•to any gentleman, to speak o't 
one's self in connection with public measures of this character, but, 
sir, in order that my motives in opposing this bill may not be misin­
terpreted or misconstrued, in order that this House and the country 
may understand that I am not actuated by motives of hostility or prej­
udice toward those who would be in great part the beneficiaries of 
this measure, bnt that I am actuated solely by my ideas and com·ic· 
tions of rigbt and what I conceive to be my duty to my country and 
to myself, I know the Honse will pardon me if I invite it but for a 
moment to scan with me one brief page of dark, unpleasant personal 
history and experience. 

Sir, in 1862, then being less than seventeen years of age, loving my 
country and not willing that its Government should perish from among 
the governments of the earth, but impelled by no higher sentiment of 
patriotism than now actuates me, following three elder brothers, I en­
tered the Army of my country. On the 2d day of July, 1863, on the 
field of Gettys burgh, when the life of the ation hung in the balance, I 
was striken down, wounded, and taken captive. For seventeen months 
on Belle Isle, and at Andersonville, Sa-vannah, and Millen, I was re­
tained a captive and endured all the hardships and privations the names 
of those prhlons imply. That I live and am here to-day to plead the 
canse of my country and call a halt in the onward march of rapacious 
public plunder is owing to successful strategy which gave me liberty, 
bnt involved the Government in the expense of erecting a headstone to 
mark my supposed final resting-plaee in the prison cemetery at Millen. 

Sir, with that record and with no feelings but those of kindness, of 
sympathy, and of love for those who were true soldiers, my brave, noble 
comrades in camp, on the field, and in prison, I here, and in their 
names and behalf, denounce this measure as the most unjust, unmeri­
torious measure that has yet threatened to disgrace this nation. By 
this bill it is proposed that the Government shall pay to every person 
who, being enlisted, was made or became a prisoner of war the sum 
of $2 per day for each· day of such imprisonment, provided such im-

prisonment existed thirty days. In addition, a permanent monthly 
pension for disability is provided, or rather the wise and salutary rules 
of evidenee under which all other soldiers are required to establish the 
origin of their disability are repealed or annulled, and for this favored 
class the presumption that their disabilities originated from their im­
prisonment is created and established. 

I have said that on behalf of the true, brave soldiers of the war I 
protest against this measure. I am not in favor of indiscriminate pen­
sion measures as this is. I believe that the element of faithful service 
should be, if not the controlling and determining element in the grant­
ing of pensions, at least entitled to be regarded as of some weight and 
consideration. I believe a consideration for the honor of the real, trne, 
brave soldiers of the war demands that a distinction shall be maintained 
between them and those who, although wearing the uniform, possessed 
none of the elements and performed none of the duties of soldiers. 

Let me here emphasize what is known as a trnism: that all men 
who wore the uniform were not soldiers and that all men who were 
in those prisons were not there because they were overpowered and 
taken captive while in the discharge of their duties as soldiers; and 
need I argue that it is an injustice to place the brave man, who while 
risking his life upon the field of battle was stricken down and made 
captive, upon an equality with the skulking coward captured in the 
rear, or with the camp-follower or coffee-cooler who became a captive 
while straggling from his command or while evading the discharge of 
his duty? 

Let not my position be misunderstood. Let there be no misunder­
standing or misinterpreting of what I here say. Let nomansaythati 
would reflect upon all prisoners of war Ol' upon them as a clnss; I 
could not do that wit out reflecting upon myself. I am dividing them 
into classes. I am notmakinghistory; I am reciting history. There 
were classes among prisoners; there was a meritorious class and there 
.was an unmeritorious class. I am distinguishing the meritorious from 
the unmeritorious. In defense of the honor of the meritorious prison­
er of war I draw a distinction between him and the unmeritorious; 
and because this bill does not recognize that distinction is one reason 
for my opposing it. 

Mr. Speaker, was it known to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
when they were considering this measure in committee, was it known 
to them when they reported it to the House, is it known to them now? 
No; it could not have been known to my just, big-hearted, kind, and 
sometimes overgenerous friend, the chairman of that committee llli. 
MoRRILL], that there were pirates, robbers, and murderers in those 
prisons; that men were banged there by their fellow-prisoners because of 
their crimes; that others, because of crimes committed upon their un­
fortunate fellow-prisoners, were retained prisoners in irons, and when 
exchanged were transported in chains to the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

Did the committee know that more than one hundred prisoners at 
Millen, forswearing their allegiance to that flag, forswearing their al­
legiance to Constitution and country, enlisted under the banners of 
the Confederacy and went out to fight against the Government that is 
now asked to put this measure enaeted into law upon its statute-books, 
whereby and in the benefits whereof they and the other criminals of 
whom I have spoken will be placed upon an equality with the most 
deserving soldier? No, again I say no; these things could not have 
been known to the committee, or true soldiers or the country would 
not have been insulted by this measure being presented to this Honse 
wilhont some provisions to preclude such persons from the benefits of 
the act. 

Mr. Speaker, I have thus far argued that. this measure ought not to 
pass because it does not maintain a distinction or any discrimination 
between the most meritorious and the most unmeritorious ex-prisoners 
of war and because I believe that any law or any act of the Govern­
ment that plaees the unmeritorious upon the same basis ap.d equality 
with the meritorious is a gross injustice to the latter, and that no law 
ought to pass granting pensions to soldiers on account of imprisonment 
that does not involve the question of the merits of the soldier and pro­
vide for careful inquiry into the occasion of such imprisonment. 

I now propose to demonstrate, sir, that it ought not to pass because 
it unjustly discriminates in f.wor of a soldier who was a prisoner of 
war, though ever so merit-orious, as against all other meritorious sol­
diers. While I may humbly say that I believe I did my dnty as a 
soldier and I know the circumstances concerning my capture and dep­
rivation of liberty, I can not make myself understand why Congress 
should enaet a special law taking $1,100 of the people's money and 
granting it to me or granting me any specinl relief over the brave men 
who, while I was in prison, were risking their lives and enduring all 
the hardships, privations, and sufferings of the campaigns that were 
being waged with such terrific carnage andsuffering to those engaged 
from the Rappahannock through the Wilderness and around the forti­
fications of Petersburgh and Richmond or on the line from Chattanooga 
to Atlanta. 
If the privations, hardships, and sufferings of prison life have affected 

my health or in any degree ta)fenfrom me my capacity to earn a liveli­
hood for myself or those dependent upon me for support, the Govern­
ment has already provided the same ample measures for my relief as 
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for the relief of other soldiers under existing general pension laws. 
Every disability arising from any conceivable cause where such cause 
had its origin while the soldier was acting in the line of duty is already 
amply provided for, and it must not be understood that it has ever 
been held or questioned that a soldier Wa.!! not in line of duty while 
held a prisoner, so that ev~ry disability arising from disease contracted 
while a soldier was in prison is already provided for. 

Now, therefore, if my imprisonment has not resulted in diminish­
ing my capacity for earning a livelihood or has not resulted in disease 
which brings to me e.risting pain and suffering, why is the Govern­
ment under any obligation to specia.lly provide for me over other sol­
diers whose services were as meritorious as mine, and who were, not 
only like myself during the period of my imprisonment, deprived of 
the comforts and even the necessities of life, but were also during that 
period exposed to all the dangers, hardships, privations, and sufferings 
of an active and bloody campai~~ I assert, Mr. Speaker, that this 
measure does thus unjustly discnminate against all the brave soldiers 
whose loyalty, whose splendid courage, whose heroic devotion to duty 
need no prison record for their attestation, and whose diseases, whose 
sufferings, whose disabilities are at least equal to those who are made 
the beneficiaries of this bill. 

But, sir, the principle involved in this measure is more obnoxious to 
me, more abhorrent I should have said, for another reason than for any 
I have yet mentioned. I am a plain, blunt-speaking man; "little 
versed am I in the world's set phrase of speech,'' or in the set-phrased 
speech of this House; therefore, I say this measure, in the lesson it 
would teach, is monstJ.·ous. I have said that the principle of this bill 
here invoked to reward patriotism would in the futureservetosubvert 
and destroy a spirit of patriotism. Sir, it teaches surrender; it offers 
inducement, bounty, and reward to the soldier for surrender; it says to 
the future soldier offuturewars, "Surrende.r; no matter how, or when, 
or where! Surrender; get into the hands of the enemy, into prison, 
and when the war shall have ended you will be preferred in the legis­
lation of your country over the brave soldier who, standing by his flag 
and his country, faces death on bloody fields." 

Mr. SP.eaker, in concluding what I desire to say in special opposi­
tion to this particular measure let me again call the attention of the 
House to its particular vice in omitting all consideration of the ele­
ment of merit. It is the vice of all this indiscriminate class pension 
legislation. I wish to emphasize it here because it is embodied in 
other measures soon to be brought into this House for consideration. 
It is embodied in disability bills, in dependent bills, and in service 
bills. 

I believe, sir, and assume this position as a soldier a8 well as a citi­
zen, that we have been going entirely too fast in the matter of pension 
legislation, or at least in the administration of pension laws, and the 
great danger of the hour is that, under pressure trom those who are 
least entitled to the bounty of the Government and who, demanding 
recognition and reward for services they never performed, care not 
what suffering, privation, and want may be entailed upon the already 
impoverished, toiling millions of their fellow-citizens to provide the 
means of meeting such unjust demands, are organized and banded to­
gether to enforce concessions thereto by this Congress, and that being 
met on thi;s floor by the co-operation of those who prize official position 
higher than the welfare or honor or their country, we will hasten 
along this line, not only with more rapidity, but by measures of injus­
tice, not only to the great body of the citizenship of the land, but of ab­
solute injustice to the meritorious and deserving soldiers of the nation. 

This indiscriminate pensioning, this granting of pensions alike to the 
brave soldier, who never missed roll-call; who was never absent from the 
field

1 
who was always in the line of duty, and to men dishonorably dis­

charged from the service of their country, is the grossest injustice to the 
meritorious one. So this indiscriminate pensioning of all simply be­
cause they.had enlisted, simply because thereby they assumed the name 
of soldiers, and regardless of their service, can result only in depriving 
the Government of the power to justly and adequately provide for the 
really deserving. 

The Government can not be extravagant in expenditures for the pur­
pose of providing for the care of those who were rendered unable to 
pro'(ride for their own care by reason of wounds or disease incurred or 
contracted while in the performance of their duty as soldiers, nor can 
it be· too careful in preventing its bounty from being distributed. to 
those who, though carried upon the rolls and though fed and paid and 
clothed as soldiers, never were in line when wanted and never performed 
the duties of soldiers. 

Sir, I think the time has come when justice to the meritorious sol­
dier demands that he s~.a.ll be distinguished from the unmeritorious, 
and I submit, even in this day of mock heroics, in this day of looting 
and plundering in the holy name of patriotism, and at risk of being 
·considered peculiar in my views, that I believe that the honor of a sol­
dier should nat be determined by the inscription of his name upon mus­
ter-in rolls nor upon pension-rolls, but by the record his own conduct 
as a soldier has made for him. 

Mr. Speaker, from 1862 to the present moment not one session of 
Congress has been held but that general pension laws have been en­
acted or amendments thereto have been made; and although a large 

-. 

part of every session has been devoted to this class of legislation, to the 
exclusion of other business; although every new act and amendment 
has been to enlarge the classes of beneficiaries or to increase th~ amount 
allowed the pensioner; although each measure has been declared by 
authors and advocates to be sufficiently comprehensive and liberal to 
meet every just demand that would be made for years to come; al­
though our pension system, year by year, as each new enactment or 
amendment has been added thereto, has been declared to be the most 
liberal pension system that has ever existed, or, as was declared by 
my friend from Michigan [Mr. CuTCHEON], in the speech to which I 
have already referred, "with all its faults and incongruities this is still 
the most generous pension system, especially to the private soldier, that 
has ever existed under any Government," yet, sir, notwithstandingall 
this, year by year, as new enactments increasing the expenditures of 
the Government on account of pensions have been placed upon the 
statute-books, until the expenditures therefor have trebled those of 
1880, arefourfold greater than in 1870, and nearlytenfoldgreaterthan 
in 1866, a year after the war had closed, the demands of those for 
whom such expenditures have been made have constantly increased, 
and to-day such demands are more loud and more universal than at any 
time before the present liberal pension laws were enacted. 

It would seem as though this demand for pension expenditure were 
"an appetite that doth increase by what it feeds on." 

The following table, taken from the official report of the Commis­
sioner for the fiscal year ending J.une 30, 1889, shows the total number 
of applications for pensions filed, t.Qtal number of claims allowed, clas­
sification, and total disbursements for pensions each year from 1860: 

.... . .... o"O 0-d Q> 
Joo"""' J,.o4J Number of pensioners on . Q)<l:: 

~5 Fiscal year 
.J:lrl) the roll • 
s= S::; Disburse-ending "·2 ::Sd menta. June 30- ;::::-.> ;::::, al ,...o -a Widows, ~~ =·~ Invalids. Total . ... a: o .... etc. E-;~ E-;0 

------
1861. .........•... .................. ............... 4,337 4, 299 8,636 $1, 072, 461. 55 
1862 .............. 2, 487 462 4,341 3,818 8,159 790,384.76 
1863 .• •........... 49, 332 7, 884 7,821 6,970 14,791 1, 025, 139. 91 
1864 .•........... . 53,599 39, (87 2.3,479 27,656 51,135 4, 504, 616. 92 
1865 ........ ... ... 72,684 40,171 35,880 50,106 85,986 8, 525, 153.11 
18C6 ...•.•••...... 65,256 50,177 55,652 71,010 126,722 13,459,996.43 
1867 ..........•... 36,753 36,482 69,565 83,618 153,183 18, 619, 956. 46 
1868 •......••.... 20,768 28, 921 75,957 93,686 169,643 24, 010, 98L 99 
1869 .............. 26,066 23,196 82,859 105,104 187,963 28, 422, 884. 08 
1870 .............. 24,851 18,221 87,521 111,165 198,686 '1:7, 780, 811.81 
1871 .......•...... l3, 009 16, 562 93, 394 114,101 207,495 33, 077' 383. 63 
1872 .............. 26,391 34, 333 113,954 ll8,275 232,229 30, 169, 341. 00 
1873 .............. 18,303 16,052 119,500 118,911 238,411 29, 185, 289. 62 
1874 .............. 16. ~34 10,462 121,628 114,613 236, 241 30, 593, 749.56 
1875 .•............ 18, 704 11, 152 122,98() 111,832 234,821 29, 683, 116. 63 
1876 .............. 23,523 9,971 124,239 107, 898 232,137 28, 351, 399. 69 
1877 .............. 22,715 11,326 128,72.3 103,381 232,104 28,580,157.04 
1878 .......•.••... 44,587 11,962 131,649 92,349 223,998 26, s«, 415.18 
1879 ........•..... 57,118 31,346 138,615 104,140 242,755 33, 780, 526.19 
1880 ........ ..... . 141,466 19, 545 145,410 105,392 250,802 57, 240, MO. U 
1881. ........... . 31, 116 27,394 1M, 110 104, 720 268,830 50, 626, 538. 51 
1882 ............. . 40,939 27,664 182,63.3 103,064 28'i,697 54,296,280.54 
1883 .. .. ......... 48,776 38,162 206,042 97,616 303,658 60, 431,972. 85 
1884 .............. 41,785 34,192 225,470 97,286 323,756 57,'1:73,536. 74 
1885 .............. 40,718 35,767 247,146 97,979 345,125 65, 693, 706.72 
1886 .............. 49,895 40,&~7 2i0,346 95,437 365,783 64, 584, '1:70. 45 
1887 .. ........... 72,465 55,194 306,298 99,709 406,007 74,815,486.85 

1888 .. ··········· 75,726 60,252 343,701 108,856 452,557 79,646,146.37 
1889 ....... ....... 81,220 51,921 373,699 116,026 489, 725 89, 131, 968. 44 

-
1, 248,1461 789,12l l:==· ............. j ............... 1, 052,218,413.17 Total ... ..... 

The expenditures of the Pension Office for the fiscal year 1890 exceed 
$100,000,000; hence we see that the cost to the Government on account 
of pensions has increased from $13,459,996.43 in 1866 to upwards of 
$100,000,000 in 1890, and yet the annual expenditure for pensions has 
not yet reached, by any reasonable approximation, one-third of the maxi­
mum ro which it will reach under existing laws; and, although there 
should not be an additional pension law passed or an amendment to exist­
ing laws enacted, under the law as it e:xists and as it is administered, the 
annual cost to the Government five years hence on account of pensions 
will almost a.s an absolute certainty exceed $300,000,000. 

Sir, when I contemplate the magnitude of this charge upon the re­
sources and industries of the country, when I contemplate that this 
sum represents the added cost on account of the consumptions of the 
already impoverished consumers, and that it is a charge upon the 
wages of the toiling •millions of thie. land, I am constrained thus to 
paraphrase the "Song of t,he shirt:" 

Oh, God! that human toil should be so cheap, 
And patriotism be so dear. 

On J nne 30, 1889, there were, as shown by the Commissioner's re­
port, 489,725 pensioners on the rolls, an~ th~re wer.e then. pending an_d 
unadjndicated 479,000 clauns and applicatiOns for pens1on. In thlS 
report Mr. Commissioner Tanner says: 

The number of pending claims, as shown by the published re~orts, has been 
constantly increasing beyond the utmost power of the office to dispose of them 
for the past four years, and a notable increase since the 1st of last March. 

... 
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From the 1st of March to the close of the fisca.l year (June 30, 1889) there were 
filed 35,000 original in.valid claims, making 112,000 claims of all classes filed in 
this period. This was a gain upon the office of over 35,000. 

A glance at the foregoing will show that, although twenty-five years 
have elapsed since the close of the war, the number of new applica­
tions for pension, instead of diminishing, bas constantly and fllpidly 
increased with each succeeding year. Reports of the Pension Office for 
each of the past five years show new applirotions filed as follows: 

!::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::·:::::::::::::::: ~:!~ \ i:t::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~~:~g 
The total number of pension claims of all classes a~judicated and dis­

posed of by the Pension Bureau for the nine years ending J nne 30, 1889, 
and the numb.er of such claims allowed and rejected is shown as follows: 

Year. 

1881 .•••••.•.•.•.••.••.....•....••.......•....•••.•....••..•.•.... 
1882 .••••..••.....•..•.•..•••..••..•.............................• 
1883 ..........•••.•.••........••.•.•.•••...•..••...........•..•••• 
1884 .•.....••.••.••.......•.•.•.••..............•••••..•...••••.•• 
1885 .•....•...••.••••.••.••.•.•••.•••••.••.•..••.•.......••••.•.•. 
1886 ..•.•...•.......•••••.•••.•.••..•..•.••.....•........•...•..•. 
1887 •.••.•.••....•.••..••....•.•.................•......•.•••..•• 
1888 ....•.•..••...•....•....•.••••.•.....•...............•••••..•• 

.Allowed. 

41,495 
37,895 
61,704 
57,930 
71,587 
76,368 
90,008 

100,838 

Rejected • Total ad-
judicated. 

14,886 56,341 
21,295 59,190 
42,687 104,391 
43,383 101,313 
31,935 103,522 
62,732 134,100 
44,234 134,242 
78,080 183,918 

123,001 56,979 179,980 1889

···;~~~~·.·:.-.-:::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: l 665,786 1 396,211 1, 061,997 

As the foregoing table shows that of all cases adjudicated in the 
past nine years, a little upwards of 60 per cent. have been allowed 
upon first adjudication; if the same percentage should be maintained 
in the adjudication of the 479,000 cases pending on June 30, 1889, this 
would add upwards of 287,400 peneioners to the rolls. 

It must not be understood that the 40 per cent. marked "rejected" 
upon first examination are thereby finally rejected. Under the prac­
tice of the bureau there is practically no such thing as a final rejection 
of a claim. Claims are marked '' rejected '' or placed upon the rejected 
files when, in the judgment of the examiners, there is a technical lack 
of proofs or some other reason w bich prevents an immediate allowance; 
and the best evidence attainable warrants the state.ment that fully 75 
per cent. of the cases plaoed upon the rejected files are finally allowed. 

Hence when we consider the number of pensioners now on the rolls, 
the number of applications already filed, the percentage of such appli­
cations that will be allowed, the rapid increase in new applications, 
the enormous increase in the aggregate of pension expenditure arising 
from the system of rerating and increasing the allowance of pensioners 
after they have been placed upon the rolls, the belief is warranted that 
the estimate which I have already made, that in five years there will 
be required $300,000,000 annually to meet the fixed charges of the 
Pension-Office, is a very conservative estimate and will be found to be 
below the actual amount that will be required for tlmt purpose. 

Mr. Speaker, in view of these facts and figures and in view of the 
fact that although the charges of our present pension system have not 
yet reached one-third the maximum that will be reached, the people 
are already groaning under the burdens of taxation thereby imposed, 
and that, when the cost thereof shall have reached, as it certainly will 
reach, the sum of$300,000,000, that sum will represe~t a~ annual tax 
of $4.50 per capita upon every man, woman, and ch1ld m the land, 
represented, under our system of taxation, in an increased cost of .their 
necessary consumptions, would it not be well, sir, for Congress, instead 
of rushing forward upon new lines of reckless and extravagant expend­
iture without inquiry or consideration concerning the merits of the 
claims oftbose for whom such expenditures are asked, to pauseandfor 
one brief moment, at least, give consideration to the rights and pro­
tests of those by whom the burdens of such expenditures must be 
borne? Might it not be well for us, sir, to pans~ and i~~nire if this 
generous nation has not already gone far enough m reqmtmg any ob­
ligations it was under to those for whose benefit these expenditures are 
made? 

Mr. Speaker, I have already quoted from a speech of the distin­
guished chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs [Mr. CuTCH­
EON], and shall continue to further quote from that speech be~ use the 
gentleman was himself a soldier and because that speech was mtended 
to cover the whole field relating to the subject of pension legislation, 
and it is a leading speech upon tbatsubjectinthis Honse. With many 
of the views therein expressed I fully concur, but in none do I more 
heartily concur than in the following: 

Any pension system has its drawbacks which should lead us to exercise ca.r.e 
jn extendina it. Whatever tends to lessen the manly self-dependence, the VI­
rility and the ehivalry of a people is to that extent an evil; whatever tends tQ 
put a.'money price upon patriotism is not a. blessing. 

Sir I ask this Honse, I ask the country, if the demand now being 
mad~ for additional pension legislation is not made and if such legis­
lation is not solely demanded as the price of patriotism? No legisla­
tion is needed or demanded to compensate the soldier for individual 
loss resulting from disability arisinp; from his service in the war. These 
have already been provided for and fully covered. It is for the vicis-

situdes and misfortunes of ordinary life, common to all citizens, in no 
degree occasioned or influenced by any service to the Government, that 
the Government is asked to provide, and this as compensation for al­
leged or presumed patriotic services. 

I use the words '' alleged or presumed'' because the proposed legis­
lation contemplates no inquiry into the character or degree of the serv­
ice or whether any service was performed, but the same is to be pre­
sumed from the face of muster-in rolls. The purpose of those who are 
banded together in advocacy and support of every conceivable raid upon 
the Treasury of the coruitry, based upon pleas of compensating for 
patriotic services-services in which the lot and part taken by those 
advocating such schemes was in inverse ratio to their clamor for com­
pensation-is well shown by the address of the last commander-in­
chiefoftheGrandArmyoftheRepublic, deliveredattheannualnational 
encampment of that organization at Milwaukee Jast August. He said: 
If we are true to ourselves, before the next encampment e""ery comrade dis· 

a bled by age, sickness, or accident, and the widows and orphans of all veterans 
will be borne on the pension-rolls. 

Again he says: 
We, the survivors of these men; we, who gave the best years of our lives to 

our country, will present our claims to Congress, and ,in doing so will not ap­
proach those in authority "with bated breath and whispering humbleness," but 
as free men we will demand, etc. 

Who doubts that when this address was made it was made to im au­
dience nine-ten tbs of the members of w bicb were already drawing pen­
sions and who understood the ''demand'' to mean a demand for '• in­
crease " and "rerating? " 

Sir, it is addrE>.sses of this character, seed like this, sown in con­
genial soil, that bas created, encouraged, fostered, and built up a spirit 
of dependence, of rapacity, for governmental support, a spirit of mendi­
cancy in that class who "roar so loud and thunder in the index," a 
class of professional soldiers, who, though they wore the uniform of the 
country, were soldiers only in name, and from whom true soldiers tum 
away with loathing and disgust. 

Sir, it is true that all these measures have received the official sanc­
tion, indorsement, and recommendation of the Grand Army of the 
Republic (except the measure now under consideration), but it is not 
true that they are advocated, indorsed, or recommended by the great 
mass or body of the soldiery of the Union or even by the great body 
of that order. Permit me here, sir, to read as a part of my remarks 
an article from the pen of a distinguished citizen of this country, whose 
talent and stato~manship onceaderned and illuminated the other Cham­
ber, who was himself a member of this order. He says: 

Not unnaturally, the survivors of the armies of the war of the rebellion at 
the close of that war were drawn together in fraternal orga.niza.tions. Similar 
organizations had been a.logica.l sequence anduttendant of the close of all great 
wars since the world bega.n, and probably always will be. The recollections of 
fellowship in common dangers, in common defeats and victories, in dreary 
marches and lonely bivouacs, in which they had shared each other's hazards and 
privations, had naturally begotten a brotherly feeling, sympathies, and friend­
ships, stronger and more enduring than the ties of blood. 

The Society of the Grand Army of the Republic was, therefore, a conspicuous 
and proper product of that great struggle, the greatest contest of arms and 
waged in the grandest cause that the world had ever seen. The purpose of 
the organization was good, and received the universal sanction ofthe country. 

One of the self-assumed duties, and legitima.tely so, of the Grand Army So­
ciety is to assist all deserving comrades, and their dependent heirs, in procur­
ing the pensions provided for them by the laws of the country. In this the 
order has undoubtedly rendered valuable service to all such, and done much 

go;~t in view of the various and unjustifiable abuses to which those laws have 
been diverted, the perjury and fraud and the public robbery that have been 
perpetrated in their name, can the order, in decent self-respect and in the hon­
est and legitimate administration of the pension laws, afford to withhold its 
public and vigorous protest against that system of public robbery, perjur~-. and 
fraud that is bringing public discredit upon every true, honest, fighting soldier 
on the pension-rolls? • 

Practically all the barriers and safeguards against false pretense and fraud 
are broken down. The prosecution of pension claims has been so thoroughly 
reduced to a business scheme by professional claim agents, and the granting of 
them by the Pension Office and by C<mgress bas been so thoroughly reduced to 
a. condition of systematic demagogy, in which a bill granting a. special pen­
sion bas come to be equivalent to so many votes tor a. return to Congress at the 
succeeding election, that the public conscience and the independent1 manly in­
stincts of the country have become blunted, and the people are bem~ taught 
that it is honorable to live upon charity, no matter by what ~pecies of legerde­
main or false :gretense or perjury obtained. 

Unfortunately, the Grand Army of the Republic is, to a. large degree, com­
mitted to the establishment and maintena.nce of this condition of affairs. 

Can the order afford to carry the responsibility for its longer continuance? 
It is the misfortune of the order that this condition has been brought about 

and this criticism invited by the actions of men who have succeeded in reaching 
responsible and honorable public station as its representatives. It is still more 
unfortunate that these men are sustained and their action a.pproved by a very 
large proportion of the active membership of the order. 

Five hundred thousand pensioners on the rolls at an ag·gregato cost to the 
tax-payers of SIOO.OOO,OOO a. year, and daily increasing at a frightful rate twent,y­
fi'\"e years after the close of the war, is one of the most extraordinary and 
startling incidentB of modern history. It issoextraordinary andsta.rtlingtha.t 
it has set the people to thinking, and from thinking they will naturally, in due 
time, proceed to action. 

Then, again, those pension laws have been so promiscuously used as a cloak 
to cover the most shameless impositions upon a. generous and confiding tax­
paying publicthroughperjury and fraud by gangs ofbounty men,snbstitutes,etc., 
that the thought of seeing their names placed upon the pension-roll, that should 
be a sacred roll of disability from honorable service in the field, side by side 
with those, is enough to crimson with indignation and shame the cheek of any 
honest fighting soldier. • 

Sir, I indorse every sentiment, every line and letter, of that article 
and adopt it as my own . . I would not intimate, much less assert, that 
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the great mass or body of the Grand Army of the Republic were re­
sponsible for the abuses, the frauds, the perjuries, and robberies that 
characterized ourpension system and the administration of our pension 
laws, but I do assert that the potential element in the order, the men 
who are in attendance at all gatherings and encampments of the order, 
and always clamoring for pensions and for pension legislation and who 
give utterance and voice to the organization, are men without records 
as soldiers. The report of the adjutant-general of the Grand Army of 
the Republic for the year 1889 shows a membership therein in good 
standing of 382,589, less than one-fourth of the surviving soldiers ofthe 
Union armies. It is the self-constituted spokesmen for this one-fourth 
who are making all this clamor for pensions and pension legislation. 

Where is the great body of the membership of that or:lar and where 
are the other three-fourths of the survivors of the armies? Sir, as in 
the days of war and battles, they were men of convictions, of courage, 
of activities, of self-dependence, and of self-reliance, so to-day, with 
the same convictions, the same courage, the same self-dependence, they 
are to be found in every walk and avenue of life, in every avocation and 
calling, nobly and manfully battling with the world for the working 
out of their own destinies. 

They have turned away with loathing and in disgust from this cease­
less cry of'' Give, give, give," which, being uttered in their names, is 
robbing them of all that is honorable in the name soldier. They want 

•their brave comrades who were in any degree . incapacitated from car-
ing for themselves by reason of their service to their country to be well 
and liberally cared for by that country, but they protest against the 
bounty of the Government which should be given to those deserving 
soldiers being distributed to those whose only evidence of service or 
claim to such bounty is found in the records of perjury stacked high 
in the Pension Office. 

Sir, the half million pensioners now on the rolls do not constitute 
one-twentieth of the voting and tax-paying population of the country, 
and the other nineteen-twentieths who bear the burdens of the system 
are becoming dissatisfied and discontented. They would not have the 
name of one deserving soldier stricken from the rolls, nor would they 
have his allowance.rednced one farthing; they would rather it should 
be increased; but they have a right to protest, and they do protest, 
11gainst being taxed to support those who have no claim to the gratitude 
of the country, who are wrongfully upon that roll. And who doubts 
that a large percentage of those who are on that roll are men who never 
saw a day of active service in the Army, c-1.mp or field; who doubts that 
fully one-third of those who are drawing pensions for disabilities in­
curred in the line of duty never were in the line of duty and that they 
have established their claims by the most flagrant perjury? 

Who doubts that, if every pensioner on that roll were to-day sum­
moned before a judicial tribunal to show cause why his name should 
not be stricken from that roll and if the questions of his disability and 
its cause and the origin were there tried and determined as other issues 
of fact a1·e tried and determined, fully one-half of those now drawing 
pensions would be stricken from the rolls ? 

Sir, unless this unmerited and indiscriminate pensioning be stopped, 
this dissatisfaction and discontent of the tax-paying citizens of the coun­
try will grow until it culminates in wrong and injustice to the merito­
rious and deserving pensioners; and it is for them and in their names 
I cry you, Halt! 

Mr. Speaker, my friend from Michigan, in that speech from which 
I ha\e quoted and from which I lo•e to quote, says: 

But in that awful hour of our dire necessity, when the slippery slopes of Get­
tysburgh blazed with deadly fire and the fate of the great Republic hung in the 
trembling scales of destiny, the great metropolitan journals had not yet learned 
to sneer at "the grand army of paupers and mendicants." Then they were 
patriots. Then they were heroes. Then they were worthy of all praise and 
reward. Then there was nothing that could be done or promised beyond their 
deserts. And while the millionaires and speculatorsandjournalistsmade mer­
chandise oftheir heroism, these men bared their breasts to the storm and rolled 
back the crimson tide of war. 

Sir, I doubt if ever metropolit..'ln journal or mortal man did sneer at 
the men who "stood upon the slippery slopes of Gettys burgh" and 
"rolled back the crimson tide of war." I concur with my friend that 
all the men but one who stood upon those slippery slopes were patriots, 
were heroes, were worthy of all praise and reward; that there was noth~ 
ing that could be done or promised beyond their deserts; but, sir, these 
are not the men that are sneered at or called paupers and mendicants. 
It is of those who might have been, who should have been upon those 
"slippery slopes," whose duty it was to be, but who never were, 
''upon the slippery slopes of Gettys burgh" or of any other battle­
field, but who are upon the pension-rolls or are clamoring for pension 
legislation, that I do most justly coml)lain. 

Sir, I can not summon to my aid the eloquence, the rhetoric, or the 
masterly command of language possessed by my friend, but let me, in 
my poor, plain methods of speech, present to you the companion piece 
to that which he bas drawn. Sir, there was on those slippery slopes of 
Gettysburgh a regiment from the State the gentleman represents that 
had no superior in the Army of the Union or in any army of that or any 
other war; a regiment that left 189 of its brave heroes dead upon the 
battle-fields of the rebellion; a regiment that left a colonel dead upon 
each of the battle-fields of Malvern Hill, Gettysburgh, and the Wilde!-
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ness; that regiment went upon the field of Gettysburgh with only 190 
officers and men, and left upon those slippery slopes and in the hands 
of the enemy 100 of that number; yet, sir, the records of the Pension 
Office yonder will show more applications for pensions from that organi­
zation than the number of men it ever went upon any battle-field of 
the war with. 

Where were those applicants for pen_sion ou that day of Gettysburgh? 
Uany of them were brave soldiers who had fallen under the hardships, 
privations, and fatigues of military life, aml are justly upon the pen­
sion-rolls; but many more, long before they had an opportunity to 
''bare their breasts to the storm and roll back the crimson tide of 
war," had, conveniently for themselves, obtained a hospital record 
upon which they secured a discharge and enrollment on the pension­
rolls; bnt the menofGettysburgh, save those who were there wounded, 
have no hospital records and are not on those rolls. I have here taken 
the record of a regiment in which all brave men spould feel a just 
pride. What, then, would the combined records of all the regiments 
of the Army show? 

Mr. Speaker, for many years under our system of taxation more 
money has been taken from the people than was required for the sup­
port of the Government, wisely,justly, and economically administered; 
under that system vast sums of money have been taken from the peo­
ple, withdrawn from the channels of trade and commerce, where sorely 
needed, and locked away in the vaults of the nation in ideleness; ay, 
worse than in idleness, for it is there an inducement to wanton ex­
travagance. Sir, under that system vast millions of money have been 
unjustly, unnecessarily, and inequitably taken from the people by t.he 
enhanced and increased cost of their consumptions and locked away, an 
idle surplus, in the Treasury, and the existence of that surplus has 
been the inducement for this clamor for unwise, unjust, and unneces­
sary expenditure and extravagant legislation. 

The strongest arguments used favoring this and kindred measures 
are that the Government is rich and can be liberal, that the money 
is needed by those to whom it is proposed to distribute it, and that it 
will dispose of the surplus and get the money in circulation among 
the people. 

I can not dispose of these propositions without again referring to the 
speech of my friend from Michigan [1\fr. CoTCHEO~]. He says: 

The two great questions that confront. us at this hour are: First, how shall we 
dispose of the existing surplus in the Treasury and, second, how shall we pre­
>ent its further accumulation? 

Sir, the first of these great problems, " How shall we dispoae of the 
existing surplus?" was, a.S it seems to me, fully answered when a few 
days since this House passed an urgent deficiency bill, appropriating 
upwards of $22,000,000, and, sir, the answer suggested to my mind to 
the second problem, ''How shall we prevent a further accumulation of 
such surplus?'' is by reduction of unnecessary and unju~t taxation; by 
giving some consideration to the rights of the people by taking off from 
the tax schedule sufficient of the prime commodities which enter into 
their daily wants and necessities, and thereby reduce the revenues of 
the country to the limit of just, necessary, and economic expenditures. 
But, again, my friend says: 

There is still another object of legitimate, proper, and patriotic expenditure 
by which this plethora. may be relieved and the highest interest of the country 
subi"erved, and that i.s in the extension of our pension system. There is no form 
of disbursement of public funds that brings so great benefits to the business of 
the country, alleviates so much suffering, and, upon the whole, accomplishes so 
much for the general welfare. It is sc.'lttered in small sums into all the re­
motest parts of the country; it enters at once into circulation among the people 
and passes through all the channels of trade; it is I ike the arterial blood, con· 
stantly forced out t-o the extremities and constantly reCurning again to the 
heart. 

When it is considered that this argument leaves QUt of consideration 
all questions as to whom this money belongs, all question of right in 
taking it from the people, all question concerning the merit of the 
claims of tho!!:e to whom it is to be given, we may well wonder why 
this unique argument has not heretofore been appropriated by the 
great criminal lawyers of the country, and we need not be surprised 
hereafter when we read that some great leader of the criminal bar, 
arising in defense of the burglar who bas relieved some bank of the 
plethora within its vaults or some miser of his boarded idle surplus, 
shall urge that there was no other means of disbursement which would 
bring so great benefits to the business of the country, alleviate so much 
Em:ffering, and on the whole accomplish so much good for the public 
welfare, because it scattered the stolen fu.nds in small sums into all the 
remotest parts of the country, put it at once into circulation among 
the people, and caused it to pa,c;s through all the channels of trade. 

Sir, the supposed simile, so beautifully presented by the gentleman 
that ''it is like the arterial blood, constantly forced out to the extremi­
ties and constantly returning to the heart," finds no basis or founda­
tion in this case. The money constituting this surplus was drawn 
from the extremities, and by the proposed methods would not be re­
turned either to the hearts or pockets of those from whom it has been 
wrongfully taken. 

'ir, it is said that the Government is rich and therefore it need not 
watch with care its expenditures. If it be true that the Government 
is rich, then the anomaly exists of a rich Government and a poor peo­
ple; for, sir, the masses are poor and the wealth of the country is aggre-
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gated in the hands of the Government and the few citizens who are the 
beneficiaries of that system which has made the masses poor. And, 
sir, let me here say, not as one who would assume to speak the lan­
guage ofprophecy, but as one of the people andtrom the people, who 
has observed the signs that indicate their feelings, their aspirations, 
their hopes, and their determination, that unless this Congress shall 
change the iniquitous system which is day by day robbing them of the 
fruits of their industry and sinking them deeper and deeper into the 
depths of impoverishment, and shall call a halt in this reckless and ex­
travagant legislation by which the people through the public Treasury 
are being robbed and plundered to purchase seats for demagogues upon 
the floor of this Chamber, another set of men will be sent here who 
will so legislate that the wealth of this nation shall bear its just pro­
portion of the burdens of the support of the Government and who 
will legislate within the bounds of decent economy. 

:Mr. Speaker, our pension system needs no extension; the laws are 
now ample to allow a pension to every deserving soldier suffering from 
disability resulting from his service. It is the most just, liberal, and 
generous pension system known to the history of the world. I would 
not extend it at this time, neither would I contract its scope by the re­
peal of any of its provisions. It is not of the system that I complain, 
it is of the administration of the system. 

Sir, the country has marked with growing disfavor the fact apparent 
that a great department or bureau of the Government, furnished with 
$100.000,000 annually of the people's money to provide for the wants 
of the deserving defenders of the nation's lite, who by reason of their 
heroic devotion to the cause of their countrv are rendered unable to 
provide for their own wants, is recklessly scattering such funds to the 
deserving and undeserving alike, that the least meritorious claimant 
is the preferred claimant, that at each recurring election the treasure 
of that burec'lu is offered by political parties (as bidders in front of the 
auction block make offer for any commodity) in purchase of what 
should be the unbought suffrage of the people. 

Sir, I speak with no partisan bias in this matter. I have watched 
the proceedings of this Honse and debates upon pension legislation 
for years, and I have seen and heard men on each side of this Cham bel" 
eloquently declaiming that the party to which they belonged had, when 
in control of legislation, been more liberal than the other party in ap­
propriating the people's money for pensions; but, sir, search the CoN­
GRE SIONAL RECORD and find me sentence, line! or word in any of 
those debates where attention was called to the fact that a large per­
centage of money thus appropriated went to those who had no claim 
upon the gratitude of the country; show me if you can where one of 
these eloquent guardians of -the people's purse ever boasted that he or 
his party had ever endeavored to purge the pension-rolls of those who 
have no claim upon the bounty of the Government; show me, I beg you, 
where and by whom it was ever urged upon this floor that the element 
of merit or service of the claimant was an element to be considered in 
the granting of pensions. 

Sir, at the risk of offending professional soldiers and professional pa­
triots, but in the discharge of a sacred duty to the real soldiers of the 
war and to my country, I here declare that the administration of our 
pension system is rotten from base to turret; that there are tens of 
thousands of men on the pension-rolls whose names should not be 
there, who, by being classed as soldiers, are robbing real soldiers of all 
there is of honor in the name of soldier; and if you would deal out ex­
act justice to this class, instead of granting to them reratings and in, 
crease of pensions, you should strike them from the rolls-

And place a. whip in evey honest hand 
To lash the scoundrels naked through the land. 

Mr. Speaker, remember I am not attacking the system; I amattaek­
ing the abuses of the system. I would not destroy or tear down; I 
would reform, purity, and build up. And how can this be done? .Sir, 
he who simply calls attention to abuses in a syste"m without pointing 
out a remedy for such abuses has done less than half his duty. I sub­
mit, Mr. Speaker, that the great mainspring and cause of the evils 
in the administration of our pension system of which we complain 
arises from the element of political control, and the :first great step in 
the direction of reform lies in divorcing the bureau from the field of 
partisan politics and from political control. 

I would, therefore, transfer the Pension Bureau from the control of a 
political Department to that of a non-political Department of the Gov­
ernment and to the Department to which it properly belongs. I would 
transfer the bureau from th~ Department of the Interior to the Depart­
ment of War, and I would place at its head, not a politician, but a sol­
dier, a brigadier-general of the Army. Whether this be done or not, 
I would have a select committee of this House make a thorough inves­
tigation of the working of the Pension Bureau and of the alleged abuses 
of the system and have them report to this House such measures as 
will correct such abuses, and particularly some plan by which those 
who are now wrongfully drawing pensions may be dismissed from the 
rolls. Measures looking to both these objects it is my intention to 
bring to the attention of the Honse at no distant day. 

Mr. Speaker, when our pension system shall have been divorced from 
politics; when the existing abuses shall have been corrected; when the 
unmeritorious shall have been stricken therefrom; ~hen it shall have 

. . · . 

been made, as it WM designed to be made, a channel through which 
the gratitude of a generous government might be conveyed to deserv­
ing heroes who saved the life of the nation; when it shall no longer 
present the spectacle of its rolls bearing, side by side, the names of 
brave soldiers and cowardly deserters, of maimed and crippled heroes 
with those who were dishonorably discharged from the service of their 
country; when it shall have been made a roll of honor and a mark of 
honorable disability incurred in the service of the country, then, sir, 
it will add to, instead of detracting from, the bright luster of the honor 
of a true soldier to have his name inscribed thereon, and then, sir, true, 
brave, and deserving soldiers, suffering disabilities because of their 
heroic services, will not be insulted by the Government's measuring its 
gratitude for such service and compensation for such disability at the 
rate of $2 or $4 per month. 

Mr. Speaker, had I hours instead of the limited moments that are 
allowed me, I would not attempt to answer such arguments as have 
been presented in favor of this bill. 

I have no desire to open the grave of the dead past and drag forth its 
lifeless tenant, either for unseemly invective or for still less seemly 
panegyric. 

Since the flag of the Confederacy wtlnt down at Appomattox, since 
our great chieftain said ''Let us have peace,'' since we became a re­
united people and reunited States, I have not thought it the part of 
wisdom or of patriotism to endeavor to keep alive the hatreds or ani­
mosities engendered in civil strife. I will say, however, for the satis­
faction of my friends on the other side of the House and speaking from 
experience, that I have boarded in better boarding-houses than those 
that have been made the subject of their arguments on this bill. 

1\Ir. Speaker, I want here and now to remind gentlemen on the other 
side of the Chamber that in the campaign of 1888 the leaders of the 
Repuolican party and the candidates of that party went throughout 
the country promisin~ the ex-soldiery of the land "the earth and the 
fullness thereof." You promised themaservice-pension bill, ·a depend­
ent pension bill, a disability bill, and an ex-prisoners-of-war pension 
bill. You are now confronted with these promises and fulfillment is 
demanded of you. 

When you made those promises did you intend to keep them or did 
you intend to deceive? It was a plain contract of bargain and sale. 
Do you intend to kee:p those promises now? I here notify you that 
you must like men face the responsibilities of those promises and go 
upon the record.. You shall not be permitted to evade them. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions is a privileged committee. It 
can present its measures here at any time under the rules of this House 
and enforce consideration of them. Why, then, do you present these 
measures on suspension days when it requires a two-thirds vote to 
carry them? Why do you ask to put them through under suspension 
of the rules? Your purpose is apparent and will not deceive. You 
dare not pass the bills you promised and you are afraid to bring any 
pension measure in here under the rules of the House that permits of 
amendments being offered. 

You present these indiscriminate measures which place the most 
meritorious and most unmeritorious upon an equality knowing and, I 
believe, hoping that you can not get a two-thirds vote in favor of them, 
hoping they will not pass; then you will go home and say to the tax­
payer, who is opposed to extravagant legislation, "We have been 
economical; we did not give way to the clamor for extravagant pension 
legislation; we passed no general pension bills." 

When you are confronted by the soldier with your broken promise, 
you will turn the other side of your face and say, "We could not pass 
a service bill; we could not pass a dependent bill; we could not pass 
any pension legislation. · It required a two-thirds vote. We tried, but 
could not." 

Sir, it does noh require a two-thirds vote to pass any mea-sure. It 
only requires a majority vote when you present your measures under 
the rules you yourselves have made. You have that majority. Why 
do you not pass them ? 

Come, boys, you must show your hands. You dare not pass the 
measures you have promised, but you will not be permitted to dodge. 
You will go upon the record as voting for or against them, or you will 
pass no deceptive, unjust, unmeritorious, and unasked-for pension meas­
ures through this Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri asks unanimous con­
sent to extend his remarks in the RECORD. Is there objection? 

Mr. BOOTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I will not object, but I ask that 
the same privilege be extended to those who desire to print remarks in 
favor of the bill. 

:M:r. KERR, of Iowa. I object. I make no objection to any gentle­
man who shall speak on the measure extending his remarks, but I ob-
ject to general leave to print remarks. · 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from :Missouri to extend his remarks in the RECORD? The Chair hears 
none. 

Mr. BOOTHUA.N. I ask uuanimous consent that the gentlemen 
who speak upon this bill may have leave to e%tend their remarks in 
the RECORD. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

I 
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Mr. TARSNEY. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 

New 'York (Mr. CUMMINGS]. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, if a bill could be drawn which 

would give to deserving prisoners of war-and deserving prisoners of war 
alone-a spec!al pension. I should certainly favor it. But! sir, this bill 
goes too far. It covers too much ground. It takes in the malingerer 
as well as the soldier. It covers the cowards as well as the disabled 
soldiers and the brave men. There is no man who served in the Army 
who does not know that many a man became a prisoner of war of his own 
volition; became a prisoner of war to escape the heat of the fight; be­
came a prisoner of war because he thought there was less danger to his 
life in doing so than in stayin~ in the ranks and fighting bravely at the 
side of his comrades. 

As a general thing prisoners of war not surrendered by their officers 
are either men who are left disabled on the field of battle, or men who 
are overbrave, or men who are cowards. Army comrades know 
that there were more of the latter than of the former. I am willing 
with all my heart to pension the disabled soldier captured on the 
field or the brave soldier who dashed into the fight eager to meet the 
enemy without weighing the situation and was taken prisoner. But 
I am not willing to pension those who sought safety in dishonor. You 
must separate the cowards from the brave men before this bill can have 
my vote. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I was at Banks's Ford in the rear-guard of the 
Sixth Corps, in Vermont Brigade, when thepontonbridgeswere taken 
up after General Sedgwick recrossed the Rappahannock in May, 1 63. 
It was during the battle of Chancellorsville. The river was enveloped 
in fog. After we took up the pontons there were cries from comrades 
on the other side. Among them were men who had told me previously 
that they had beard that Jenkins's and Wilcox's Confederate brigades 
held Banks's Ford and that we would have a desperate fight in recrossing 
the river. They expected that we would have to wade the stream under 
fire. They preferred to stay upon the south side and take their chances 
as prisoners of war, without risking another fight. Many of them were 
captured. Why should we pension such men when thousands of brave 
and disabled soldiers who were not captured are waiting for justice? 

Now, sir, I will give you another illustration where this bill would 
be out of place. In the battle on Sunday preceding the crossing at 
Banks's Ford, at Salem Heights, there was a prisoner at brigade head­
quarters. He was a Union soldier, convicted, unjustly, of striking a 
superior officer and sentenced to two years at the Ripraps. 

In the thick of the fight he asked what he had better do. I said to 
him: '' Rafe, if I were in your place I would go down the hill in to that 
piece of pine wo_ods. It is full of '.Johnnies.' They will take yon in, 
and then yon Wlll be safe." He took my advice. He flew down the 
hill as though he had wings. The Johnnies captured him, and he was 
safe for five or six months, safe at Belle Isle. He was exchanged after­
wards. .Meantime his regiment had been mustered out, and he came 
North all right with no fear of the Hipraps. He re-enlisted for $1,000 
bounty. He may be dead and he may he alive. If he is dead he does 
not need a pension and if alive he does not deserve one. In this bill, 
if be is alive, you offer to pay him $2 a day for all the time he was con­
fined in Belle Isle. [Laughter on the Democratic side.] 

It seems t-o me, Mr. Speaker, that this pension me!I.Bnre will not wash. 
It ought not to wash with the veterans, and a bill so all-sweeping in 
its character certainly will not wash with the tax-payers. 

[Here the hammer fell. J 
1\Ir. MORRILL. I now yield three minutes fo the gentleman from 

Dlinois [Mr. HOPKINS]. 
Mr. HOPKINS. In the brief time allotted to me I shall simply en­

ter a protest against the sentiment expressed by the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. TARSNEY] and the gentleman from New York [1\Ir. 
Cu:r.L'\rTNGS] against this deserving class of ex-Union soldiers and sailors. 
The bill is not of the sweeping character stated by the gentleman from 
Missouri. It is not of a character that will pension every man who 
was a prisoner of war during the rebellion. In lines 9, 10, and 11 of 
this bill it expressly limits it to those persons who were disabled dur­
ing the time that they were held as prisoners of war. 

Mr. TARSNEY. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 
Mr. HOPKINS. I have only a minute or two, and can not yield. 
Men who, like my friend, the gentleman from Missouri, came out of 

that bondage whole in body and in mind are not included in this bilL 
Those men who snfft'red the horrors of Andersonville, Belle Isle, and 
those other Southern places which have been mentioned by the gentle­
man, and came out of them decrepit either in person or in mind, are 
those of whom this bill proposes to take care. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not care whether that includes one person or 
thirty thousand persons, as mentiop.ed in the report of the minority 
here. I care not what the previous service may have been of any man, 
if he served his country and was taken aprisoner of war and by reason 
of h~ detention as a prisoner has become disabled, I say it is t'4e duty 
of th1s Government to care for him. 

The e;entlemanfrom New York [Mr. Cu.l.\aiiNGS] has mentioned the 
experience that he had. Simply because he told one man to violate 
his duty as a soldier and turn traitor to the colors of his country, would 
he deprive twenty or thirty loyal, true men who honestly served their 

country? Can any man with any logic or with any reason argue from 
a single experience that he might have had during the war that there­
fore all the men who were taken prisoners in battle or otherwise should 
be deprived of any right to be provided for in a bill like this? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I grant you that there may be individual in­
stances cited where men voluntarily became prisoners of war; but that 
was not true of the general body of men whom this bill proposes to 
care for, and that was not true of the class of men who were taken at 
Gettysburgh, as described by the gentleman from Missouri. 

That was not true of the men that were taken at Vicksburg, at Shi­
loh, at Antietam, and in the battle of the Wilderness. These are the 
class of men whom this House proposes under this bill to care for, and 
I say, sir, as long as there is one drop of blood that beats true to the 
principles and interests of our country in the breast of any member of 
this House he should stand up and vote for this bill. 

Ur. CUl\:UITNGS. Will the gentleman answer a question? 
The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. MORRILL. I yield two minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 

(1\lr. BOOTH1\IAN]. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. !just wanttosaythat this billdoespensionevery 

man who was a prisoner of war, whether he was disabled or not. 
Mr. BOOTHMAN. 1\Ir. Speaker, I have always counted it a fortu­

nate thing, among the other fortn:::1a.te things in my life, that when I 
was serving in the Army along with my friend f1·om Missouri [Mr. 
TABSNEY] I diu not have the ill fortune to fall into the hands of the 
enemy as a prisoner of war; and, sir, I can not conceive how the gen­
tleman from Missouri [Mr. TARSNEY], when he stops and thinks of 
the horrors of the prison-pen that he himself was placed in, can for one 
moment argue here before the American Congress that men would 
willingly desert from the Army of the Union for the purpose of avoid­
ing the casual ties of war and for the purpose of becoming prisoners of 
war. When we stop for a moment to consider the great body of men 
that came out of those prison-pens mere physical wrecks, so that they 
would excite pity in the heart of any living person who saw them, and 
then argue that they would seek to escape the dangers of war at the 
front by encountering the dangers of war of these prison-pens, it seems 
to me that the argument is too far-fetched to avail before this House. 

I have had, as I say, no experience as a prisoner of war, but I served in 
one campaign where for one hundred and thirteen days it was one long­
drawn-out, continuous battle, and I know that among the rankandfile of 
my rE~giment and briga<Th, the men with whom I was thrown in daily con­
tact,it wasahorrorequal tothatofthegravethatpossessed the men when 
they thought of the possibility of being captured. Time and again I 
have heard men declare that they would die before they would sub­
mit to capture by the enemy, and I protest, sir, that it is wrong to 
charge upon the great body of the Union soldiers that any considera­
ble portion of them deserted their ranks and went over to the enemy 
or were voluntarily captured in order to avoid the hardships involved 
in the discharge of their duty. Was it a bed of roses they were in­
vited to? Nay, verily, it was a bfld of death in nearly every case. 

To the argument that pensioning these men would be an improper 
distinction between them and other deserving soldiers, a complete an­
swer is that giving them a pension does not in any manner prevent 
other deserving men from applying for and receiving pensions under 
any other law of the United States. The prisoners of war were from 
hundreds of different company and regimental organizations, many of 
them separated from every other comrade who knew them. How can 
they prove up a claim under present laws, requiring the evidence of 
company officers or company comrades? This bill proposes to enable 
them to meet with the requirements of a more liberal and just rule of 
evidence, rendered necessary because of the peculiar hardships of the 
situation under which their disabilities were incurred. 

I do not believe in opening the grave of horrors which twenty-five 
years ago was closed when the suffering, emaciated prisoners of war 
were all released by the collapse of the Confederacy. But, sir, it is 
sometimes necessary to do this in order to remind the members of this 
Ho11se and the people of this nation what those horrors really were 
and the extreme suffering those prisoners endured. The few cases of 
capture of st~lers or of desertion from our ranks can not wipe out 
or obscure the devotion of the great body of these prisoners of war to 
the flag they had sworn to defend, and for which devotion in hundreds 
and thousands of cases death the most horrible and miserable attested 
its full measure. 

I ask members to arise for a few moments to the height of that dy­
votion, and in that spirit of patriotic feeling say what the nation ought 
to do to reward the men who in fact suffered and languished and came 
forth, broken in life, from those living sepulchers. I have no fears of 
any ill-effects upon the morale of any future American army by the 
adoption of this policy. The man who would desert the service at the 
front to accept such an altematil"e as Andersonville, Belle Isle, Salis­
bury, Columbia, and other such places would hardly be found far 
enough toward the front in any war to run any risk of capture. We 
put no premium on cowardice by treating justly the men who do 
actually suffer and dare in the nation's cause. 

We would certainly do more injury to the ability to obtain men, in 
case the need should again arise, by now proving ourselves careless and 
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indifferent to the just claims of the men who suffered a thousand deaths 
rather than desert their flag than we possibly could by bestowing the 
proposed bounty on a iew unworthy men while aiding a very large 
number of n:ost worthy men. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 
!Jr. MORRILL. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from 

Ohio (.Mr. KENNEDY]. 
Mr. TARSNEY. How much time is remaining on this side? 
The SPEAKER. Four minutes. 
[1\Ir. KENNEDY withholds his remarks for revision. See Appendix.] 

Mr. MORRILL. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts [Mr. MORSE]. 

Mr. MORSE. The gentleman from Missouri says this bill should not 
pass becausetheprisonersofwar were not as deserving as men at thefrout, 
and that this bill discriminates against men in the ranks and who were 
!lOt taken prisoners. I ask the gentleman from Missouri could any 
campaign or any hardship endured by soldiers at the front equal the 
tortues of the damned that were suffered hy the Union prisoners con­
fined in Libby, on Belle Isle, and in that living hell called Ander­
sonville? Mr. Speaker, no tongue can tell, no artist can paint, no 
words ~an describe the sufferings of the Union soldiers at Andersonville. 

Several years ago I paid a visit with my wife to the beautiful city of 
Aup:usta, Ga., and there I saw the Confederate monument, surrounded 
by statues of heroic size of the Confederate generals, Lee, Johnson, and 
others. On that monument I read this inscription: "No cause rose so 
white and fair, none fell so pure of crime;'' and that monull)ent stands 
and that inscription is inscribed within 40 miles of that living hell 
called Anderso.nville, over whose portals should have been inscribed 
"Abandon hope, ye who enter here." Why, I have on my desk here a 
letter from a man who says he entered that place weighing 160 pounds 
and when he left it he weighed 79 pounds. He says to satisfy the 
gnawing and pangs of hunger he often crawled on his hands and knees 
to the sinks and ate undigested food. Can any money consideration 
compensate these men? Shall we refuse to the survivors of that hor­
rible place among others the small amount called for by this bill? 

Once more, it must be borne in mind that these men were daily 
offered food and shelter an·d relief if they would desert the old flag and 
enlist in the ConfeJerate army. And with that promise before them 
untold thousands of our brave boys chose to .Pie. Ay, they died "far 
from home, far from loved on~." They died "with their back to 
the field and their feet to the foe." They died " with no blot on their 
name, and looked proudly to heaven from their death-bed of fame." 
They died unknelled, nnshrouded, uncoffined, and unknown, and un­
told thousands of them are sleeping there the last, long sleep. And shall 
this great, and rich, and powerful nation, with boundless resources and 
overflowing Treasury, refuse to the survivors the relief called for by this 
bill? Most of the survivors of Andersonville, Belle Isle, and Libby 
have answered to their names at the roll-call on the other shore, and 
there are comparatively lew persons who will be reached by this bill, 
and comparatively little money will be required to meet it. And I 
submit, .Mr. Speaker, that the dictates of justice and humanity, as 
well as the promises that were made, unwritten though they be, to the 
soldiers of the Union in the hour of the nation's deadly peril forbid 
that we should hesitate for one single moment. 

The gentleman from Missouri [.Mr. TARSNEY] tells us that he was a 
prisoner in Andersonville. He says that he knows other places where 
he should have preferred to hoard, but, on the whole, he gives rather 
a rose-colored view of that place, and he has also obtained permission 
for himself and others to extend his remarks in the RECORD. I pity 
any Union soldier who will defend that place or vote against this bill. 
As an offset to his testimony on this subject, I desire to extend my re­
marks in the RECORD by printing the following statement from a Union 
soldier who was confined in Andersonville. 

John l\IcElroy, late of Company L, Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry (post­
office address Toledo, Ohio, if still living), makes the following state­
ment: 

Every morning after roll-call thousands of sick gathered at the south gate, 
where the doctors made some pretense of affording medical relief. The scene 
there reminded me of the illustrations in my Sunday-school lessons of that time 
'vhen ''great multitudes came unto him," by the shores of the Sea. of Galilee, 
"haYing with them those that were lame, blind, d!llllb, maimed, and many 
others." · 

Had the crowds worn the flowing robes of the East, the picture would have 
lacked nothing but the presence of the Son of Man to make it complete. Here 
were the burning sands and the parching s:.~n ; hither came scores of groups 
of three or four comrades, laboriously staggering under the weight of a blanket 
in which they had carried a disabled and dying friend from some distant part 
of the stockade. Beside them hobbled the scorbutics, with swollen and dis­
torted limbs, each more loathsome and nearer death than the lepers whom 
Ch t·ist's divine touch made whofe. Doz·ens unable to walk, and having no com­
rades to carry them, crawled painfully along, with frequent stops, on their 
hands and knees. Every form of intense physical suffering that it is possible 
for disease to induce in the human frame was visible at these daily parades of the 
sick of the prison. 

As 3,076 died in August there were probably 12,000 dangerously sick at any 
given time during the month, and a large part of these collected at the south 
gate every morning. Measurably calloused as we had become by the daily 
sights of horror around us, we encountered spectacles in these gatherings which 
no amount of visible misery could accustom us to. I remember one especially 
that has burned itself deep into my memory; it was that of a youn~ man not 
over twenty-five. who a few weeks ago (his clothes looked comparatively new) 

bad evidently been the picture of manly beauty and youthful vigor. He had a 
well knit, lithe form; dark curling hair fell over a forehead which had once 
been fair,:md his eyes still showed that they had gleamed with a bold, adyentnr­
ous spirit. The red clover leaf on his cap showed that he belonged to the First 
Division of the Second Corps, and three cbevrous on his arm showed that be 
was a sergeant, and the st.ripe at his cuff that he was a veteran. Some kind­
hearted boys had found him in a miserable condition on the north side, and bad 
carried him over in a blanket to where the doctors could see him. He had but 
little clothing on save his blouse and cap. Ulcers of some kind had formed on 
his abdomen; these were now masses of squirming worms. 

It was so much worse than the usual forms of suffering that quite a little 
crowd of compassionate spectators gathered round and expr~sed their pity. 
The sufferer turned to one who lay beside him with: "If we were only under 
the old Stars and Stripes we wouldn't care a -- -- for a few worms, would 
we?" 

This was not profane. It was an utterance from the depths of a brave man's 
heart, couched In the strongest language at his command. 

It seemed terrible that so gallant a soul should depart from earth in this miser­
able fashion. Some of us, much moved by the sight, went to the doctors and put 
the case as strong as possible, begging them todosomethingtorelievehimfrom 
his sufferings. They declined to see the case, but got rid of us by giving us a 
bottle of turpentine, with directions to pour it upon the ulcers to kill the mag­
gots. We did so. It must have been cruel torture, and as absurd remedially as 
cruel, but our hero set his teeth and endured it without a groan. He was then 
carried out of the hospital to die. 

I said the doctors made a pretense of affording medical relief. It was hardly 
that, since about all the prescription for those inside the stockade consisted in 
givin1r a handful of sumac berdes to each of those complaining of scurvy. The 
berries might have done some good had there been enough of them and had 
their action been assisted by proper food. As it was they were probably nearly if 
not wholly useless. Nothing was given to arrest the ravages of dysentery. 

A limiter! number of the worst cases were admitted to the hospital each day. 
As this only had a capacity for about one-quarter of the sick in the stockade, 
new patients could only be admitted as others died. It seemed any way like 
signing a. man's death-warrant to send him to the hospital, a.S three out of e;ery 
four who went out there died. 

'rhe following from the official report of the hospital shows this: 
Total number admitted .....•.•..........................•..................•........................ 12,400 
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Oatll of allegiance............ ........................................................................... 25 
Sent. elsewhere............... ........................... ........ . ...•........................ ............ 2, 889 

Total.... ............................. ........................ ....................................... . .. 12, 400 
Average deaths, 76 per cent. 
Early in August I made a successful effort to get out to the hospital. I had 

several reasons for this: First, one of my chums, W. W. 'Vatts, of my own com­
pany, had been sent out only a little while before very sick with scurvy and 
pneumonia. However, I wanted to see if I could do anything for him, if he 
still lived. I have mentioned before that for awhile after our entrance into An­
dersonville five of us slept on one overcoa t and covered ourselves with one 
blanket. Two of these bad already died, leaving us possessors of the blanket 
and overcoat, W. W. Watts, B. B. Andrews, and myself. 

Next, I wanted to go out Lo see if there was any prospect of escape. I bad 
long since given up hopes of escaping from the stockade. All our attempts at 
tunneling bad resulted in dead failures, and now, to make us wholly despair 
of success in that direction, another stockade was built clear around the prison, 
at a distance of 120 feet from the first palisades. It was manifest thf\t though 
we might succeed in tunneling past one stockade, we couJd not go beyond the 
second one. I had the scurvy rather badly, and being naturally slight in frame 
I presented a very sick appearance to the physicians and was passed out to the 
hospital. 

".hile this was a wretched affair, it was still a vast improvement on the stock~ 
a de. 

About 5 acres of ground, a little southeast of the stockade and bordering 
on a creek, were inclosed by a board fence, around which the guard walked. 
Trees shaded the ground tolerably well. 

There were tents and flies to shelter part of the sick, and in these were beds 
made of pine leaves. There were regular streets aud alleys running tllrough 
the grounds, and as the management was in the hands of our own men the 
place was kept reasonably clean and orderly for AndersonvilJe. 

There was aJso some improvement i~the food. Rice in some degree replaced 
the nauseous and in nutritious corn bread, and, if served in sufficient quantities 
would doubtless have promoted tile recovery of many men dying of dysenteri~ 
diseases. 'Ve also received small quantities of okra, a plant peculiar to the 
South, whose pods contained a. mucilaginous matter that made a soup very 
grateful to those suffering from scurvy. 

But all these ameliorations of condition were too slight even to arrest the prog­
ress of the disease of tbousnnds of dying men brought out from the stockade. 
These stiU wore the same li~·infested garments as in prison; no baths or even 
ordinary applications of soap and water cleaned their dirt-grimed skins to give 
their pores an opportunity to assist in restoring them to h ealth. Even their 
long, lank, and matted hair, swarming with vermin, was not trimmed. The most 
ordinary and obvious measures for their comfort and care were neglected. If 
a man recovered it was almost in spite of fate. The medicines given were scanty 
and crude. The principal remedial agent, as far as my observation extended, 
was a rank, fetid species of unrectified spirits, which, I was told, was made from 
sorghum-seed. It bud a lightgreen tinge and was about as inviting to the taste 
as spirits of turpentine. It was given t.o the sick in small quantities, mixed with 
water. I bad had some experience with Kentucky apple-jack, which it was 
popularly believed among the boys would dissolve a. piece of the fattest pork 
thrown into it, but that seemed balmy and oiJy alongside of this. After tasting 
some I ceased to wonder at the atrocities of Wirz and his associates. Nothing 
would seem too bad to a man who made that his habitual tipple. 

0! hush! hark! Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the Honse of Repre­
sentatives-0 God! hush! hark!-shnt the windows of heaven while 
I describe this Andersonville hospital! Search the pages of history; 
search the records of ancient and modern lore; go to the dungeons of 
the Bastile or of the Tower of London; follow the exiles of Russia to 
Siberia; go in memory to the Inquisitions of Spain and Italy, and can 
yon find a crime against God and man like this Andersonville prison 
and hospital? 

Certainly this continent has never seen. and I fervently trust it will never 
see again, such a gigantic concentration of misery as that hospital displayed 
daiJy. The officialsta.tisticstell the story of this with terrible brevity. There 
were 3,709 in the hospital in August; 1,489 (nearly every other man) died. The 
rate afterward became much higher than this. 

The most conspicuous suffering was in the gangrene ward. Horrible sores, 
spreading almost visibly from hour to hour, devoured men'slimbs and bodies, 
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I remember one ward in which the ulcerations appeared to be altogether in the 
back, where they ate out the tissue between the skin and the ribs. The attend­
ants appeared to be trying to arrest the process of the slough in~ by drenching 
the sores with a solution of blue vitriol. This was exquisitelypa.mful, and in the 
morning, when the drenching was going on, the whole hospital rang with the 
most agonizing screams. But the gangrene mostl:v attacked the legs and arms. 
Sometimes it killed men inside of a. week; sometimes they lingered on indefi­
nitely. I remember one man in the stockade who cut his hand with the sharp 
corner of a card of corn-bread be was lifting from the ration-wagon; gangrene 
set in immediately and he died four days afterward. 

One form that was quite prevalent was a cancer of the lower lip. It seemed 
to start in one corner of the mouth, and it finally ate out the whole side of the 
face. Of course the sufferer had the greatest trouble in eating and drinking. 
For the latter it was customary to whittle out a little wooden tube and fasten it 
in a tin cup, through which he could suck up the water. As this mouth cancer 
seemed contagious none of us would allow any one affiicted with it to use any 
of our cooking utensils. 

The rebel doctors at the hospital resorted to whosesale amputation to check: 
the progress of the gangrene. They had a two hours' session of limb-lopping 
every morning, each of which resulted in quite a pile of severed m"'mbero~. 1 
presume more bungling operations are rarely seen outside of Russian or Turkish 
hospitals. Their unskillfulnes"' was apparent even to non-scientific observers 
like myself. The standard of medical education in the South, as indeed every 
other form of education, was quite low. The chief surgeon of the prison, Dr. 
Isaiah White, and perhaps two or three others seemed to be gentlemen of fair 
abilities and attainments. The remainder were of that class of illiterate and 
unlearning quacks who physic and blist-er the poor whites and negroes in the 
country districts of the South, who believe they can stop bleeding at the nose 
by repeating a. verse from the Bible, who think that in gathering their favo'l"itc 
remedy of boneset if they cut the stem upward it will purge their patients and 
if downwards it will vomit them, and who hold there is nothing so good fur fits 
as a black cat, killed in the dark of the moon, cut open and bound while yet 
warm upon the naked chest of the victim of the convulsions. 

They had a case of instruments captured from some of our field hospitals, 
which were dull and fearfully out of order. With poor instruments in unskilled 
hands the operations became mangling. In the hospital I saw an aJmirai.Jle 
illustration of the affection which a sailor will lavish on a ship's boy to whom 
betakes a. fancy, and makes his "chicken," a.sthephraseis. The United States 
sloop Water Witch had recently been captured in Ossabaw Sound and her crew 
brought to the prison. One of her boys, a bright, handsome little fellow, of 
about fifteen, had lost one of his arms in the fight. He was brought into the 
hospital, and the old fellow whose "chicken" he was was allowed to accompany 
and nurse him. This old "barnacle back" was as surly a. growler as ever went 
aloft,, but to his "chicken" he was as tender and thoughtful as a woman. They 
found a shady nook in one corner, and any moment one looked in that direc­
tion the old tar could be seen hard at work on something for the pleasure and 
comfort of his pet. Now he was dressing the wound as deftly and gently as 
a mother handling a new-born babe; now he was trying to concoct some relish 
out of the slender materials he could beg or steal from the quart-ermaster; now 
trying to arrange the shade of the bed of pine leaves in -a more comfortable 
manner; now repairing or washing his clothes, and so on. 

All the sailors were particularly favored by being allowed to bring their bags 
in untouched by the guards. This" chicken" had a wonderful supply of clothes, 
the handiwork of his protector, who, like most good sailors, was very skillful 
with a needle. He had suits of fine, white duck, embroidered with blue in a 
way that would ravish the heart of a. fine lady, and blue suits similarly embroid­
ered with white. No belle ever kept her clothes in better order th~n these were. 
When the duck came up from the old sailor's patient washing it was as spotless 
as new-fallen snow. 

I found my ~hum. in a ver~ bad condition, his appetite was entirely gone, 
but he had an mordmate cra.vmgfortobacco, for a stwng, blA.Ck plug, which he 
smoked in a pipe. He had already traded offal his brass buttons to the guards 
for this. I had accumulated a few buttons to bribe the guard to take me out 
for wood, and I gave these also for tobacco for him. When I awoke one morn­
ing the man who lay next to me on the right was dead, having died some time 
during the night. I searched his pockets and took what was in them. These 
were a silk pocket handkerchief, a gutta-percha finger ring, a comb, a. pencil 
and a leather pocket-book, making in all a nice little find. I hied over to th~ 
guard and succeeded in trading the personal estate which I had inherited from 
the intestate deceased for a handful of peaches, a handful of hardly t·ipe figs 
and a. long plug of tobacco. I hastened back to Watts expecting that the figS 
and peaches would do him a world of good. A~ first I did not show him the 
tobi\Cco, as I was strongly opposed to his using it, thinking that it was mak­
ing him much worse. But he looked at the tempting peaches and figs with lack­
luster eyes; he was too far gone to care for them. He pushed them back to 
me eaying, faintly, "No, you take them, Mac: I don't want them: I can't eat 
them." 

1 then produced the tobacco, and his face lighted up. Concluding that this 
was all the comfort he could ba\' 6 and that I might as well gratifv him I cut 
up some of the weed, filled his pipe, and lighted it. He smoked calmly a~d al­
most happily all the aft-ernoon, hardly speaking a word to me. As it grew 
dark, he asked me to bring him a drink. I did so, and as I raised him up he 
said, "Mac, this thiug is ended. Tell my father that I stood it a!'! long as I co~ld, 
and--" 

The death rattle sounded in his throat, and when I had laid him back all was 
over. Straightening out his limbs, folding his hands across his breast and com­
posing his features as best I could, I laid down beside the body and slept till 
morning, when I did what little else I could toward preparing for the grave all 
that was left, of my long-suffering little friend. . 

Mr. Speaker, now, is it any wonder that men undergoing such treat­
ment as this and suffering such torture of body and mind should de­
sire to escape from this place? Now, listen while this Union soldier 
gives his experience and tells you of the 

PUNISHMENT ACCORDED PRISONERS WHO WERE RECAPTURED. 

After Watts's death I set earnestly about seeing what could be done in the 
way of escape. Frank Harney, of the First 'Vest Virginia Cavalry a boy of 
about my own age and disposition, joined with me in the scheme. i was still 
possessed with my original plan of making my way down the creeks to the Flint 
River, down the Flint Riv~r to where it ,e!llptied into the Apalachicola River, 
and down that stream to Its debouchure mto the bay that connected with the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

I was sure of finding my way by this route, because, if nothing else ofiered 
I could get astride of a. log and float down the current. ' 

The way to Sherman, in the other direction, was long, tortuous and diffi­
cult, with a fearf1,1l gantlet of bloodhounds, patrols, nnd the scouts' of Hood's 
army to be run. I had but little difficulty in persuading Harney into an accept­
ance of my views, and we began arranging for a solution of the first great prol:>­
lem, how to get outside of the hospital ~nards. 

As I have expla.lned before, the hospital was surrounded by a board fence 
with guards walking their beats on the ground outside. A small creek: flowed 
through the southern end of I he grounds, and at its lower end was used as a. 
~;ink. The boards of thr.l fence came down to the surface of the water, where 

the creek passed out, but we found, by careful prodding with a stick, that the 
hole between the boards and the bottom of the creek was sufficiently large to 
allow the passage of our bodies, and there had been no stakes driven or other 
precautions used to prevent egress by this channel. 

A guard was post-ed there, and probably e>rdered to stand at the edge of the 
stream, but it smelled so vilely in those scorching days that he had consulted 
his feelings and probably his health by retiring t~ the top of the bank, a rod or 
more distant. 

'Ve watched night after night and a.t last were gratified to find that none went 
nearer the creek than the top of this bank. Then we waited for the moon to 
come right so that the first part of the night should be dark. This took several 
days, but at last we knew that the next night she would not rise until between 
9 and 10 o 'clock, which would give us nearly two hours of the dense darkness 
of a moonless summer night in the South. 'Ve had first thought of saving up 
some rations for the trip, but then reflected that these would be ruined by the 
filthy water into which we must !link to go under the fence. It was not difficult 
to abandon the food idea, since it was very hard to force ourselves to lay by 
even the smallest portion of our scanty rations. 

As the next day wore on our minds were wrought up into exalted tension by 
the rapid approach of the supreme moment with all its chances aud conse­
quences. The experience of the past few months was not such as to mentally 
fit us for such a. hazard. It prepared ns for sullen, uncomplaining endurance, 
for calmly contemplating the worst that could come, but it did not strengthen 
that fiber of mind that leads to venturesome activity and daring exploits. 
Doublless the weakness of our bodies reacted upon our spirits. We contem­
plated all the perils that confronted us-perils that, now looming up with im· 
pending nearness, took a clearer and more threatening shape than they had 
ever done before. 

\V e considered the desperate 'chances of passing the guard unseen; or, if no­
ticed, of escaping the fire without death or severe wounds. But supposing him 
fortunately evaded, then came the gantlet of the hounds and the patrols hunt­
ing desert~rs. 

After this a. long, weary journey, with bare feet and almost naked bodies, 
through an unknown country abounding with enemies, the dangers of assa.ssi· 
nation by the embitt-ered populace, the risks of dying with hunger and fatigue 
in the gloomy depths of a swamp, the scanty hope that if we reached the se&­
shore we could get to our vessels. 

Not one of all these contingencies failed to expand itself in all its alarming 
proportions, and unite with its fellows to form a dreadful vista., like the valleys 
filled with demons and genii,dragous and malign enchantments, which con­
front the heroes of the Arabian Nights when they set out to perform their 
exploits. Hut behind us lay more miserie!l and horrors than a riotous imagi­
nation could conceive; before us could certainly be nothing worse. 'Ve would 
put life and freedom to the hazard of a touch, and win or lose it all. The day 
had been into1erably hot. The sun's rays seemed to sear the earth like heated 
irons, and the air that lay on the burning sand was broken by wavy lines, such 
as one sees indie&te the radiation from a hot stove. 

Except the wretched chain-gang, plodding tortuously back and forward on 
the hillside, not a soul nor an animal could be seen in motion outside the stock­
ade. The hounds were panting in their kennel; the rebel officers, half or 
wholly drunken with villainous sorghum whisky, were stretched at fnU length 
in the shade at headquarters; the half-na.ke<l gunners crouched under the 
shadow of theenbankments of the forts; the guards hung limply over the stock­
ade in front of their littJe perches; the 30,000 boys inside the stockade, prone or 
supine_upon the glowing sand, gasped for breath-for one draught of sweet, cool, 
wholesome air that did not bear on its wing the subtle seeds of rank corruption 
and death. Everywhere was the prostration of discomfort, the inertia of slug­
gishness. 

Only the sick moved; only the pain-racked cried out; onlythe d~·ingstrug­
gled; only the agonies of dissolution could make life assert itself against the 
exhaustion of the heat. 

Harney and I, lying in the scanty shade of a tall pine and with hearts filled 
with solicitude as to the outcome of what the evening would bring us, looked 
out over the scene, as we had done daily for long months, and remained silent 
for hours, until the sun, as if weary with torturing and slaying, began going 
down in the blazing west. The groans of the thousands of sick around us, the 
shrieks of the rotting ones in the gangrene wards rang incessantly in our ear3. 

As the sun disappeared and the heat abated the suspended activity was re­
stored. The master of th_e hounds came out with his yelping pack and start-ed 
on his rounds; the rebel officers aroused themselves from their siesta. and went 
lazily about their duties; the fifer produced his cracked fife and piped forth his 
unvarying" Bonnie Blue Flag" as a. signal for dress parade, and drums, beat by 
unskilled hands in the camps of the different regiments, repeated the signal. 
In the stockade the m:tSS of humanity became full of motion as an ant-hill, and 
resembled it very much from our point of view, with the boys threading their 
way among the burrows, tents, and holes. 

It was becoming dark quite rapidly. The moment!! seemed galloping on­
ward toward the time when we must make the decisive step. '\Ve drew from 
the dirty rag in which it was wrapped the little piece of corn bread that we 
had saved for our supper, carefully divided it into two equal parts, and each 
took one and ate it in silence. This done we held a final consultation as 
to our plans, and went over each :detail carefully, thnt we might fully under­
stand each other under all possible cit·cu mstances, and act in concert. One point 
we laboriously impressed upon each other, and that was, that under no circum­
stances were we to allow ourselves to be tempted to leave the creek until we 
reached its junction with tbe Flint River. 1 then picked up two pine leaves, 
broke them off to unequal iengths, rolled them in my hands behind my back 
for a second, and presenting them to Harney with their ends sticking out of 
my closed hands said: "The one that gets the longest one goes first." llarney 
reached forth and drew the longer one. . 

We made a tour of reconnaissance. Everything seemed as usual, and wonder­
fully calm compared with the tumult in our minds. The hospital guards were 
pacing their beats lazily; those on the stockade were drawing listlessly the first 
''call around" of the evening: "Post numba.h foab, halfpastseveno'clock, and 
a-l-l's w-e-l-1." 

Inside the stockade was a babel ofsounds,a.bove all ofwhichrose the melody ol 
religious and patriotic songs, sung in >arious parts of the camp. From the 
headquarters came the shouts and laughter of the rebel officers having a little 
frolic in the coGl of the evening. The groans of the sick around us were grad­
ually hushing, as the abatement of the terrible heat let all but the wo1-st cases 
sink intq a. brief slumber, from which lhey awoke before midnight to renew 
their outcries; but those in the gangrene ward seemed to be denied even this 
scanty blessing. Apparently they never slept, for their shrieks never ceased. 

A multitude of whip-poor-wills in the woods around us began their usual dis­
mal cry, which had never seemed so unearthly and full of dismal presages as 
now. It was now quite dark, and we stole noiselessly down to the creek and re­
connoitered. We listened. The guard was not pacing his beat, as we could not 
h ear his footsteps. 

A large, ill-shapen lump against the trunk of one of the trees on the bank 
showed that he was leaning there resting himself. "\Ve watched him for sev­
eral minutes, but he did not move, and t.he thought shot into our minds that 
he might be asleep. But it seemed impossible; it was too early in the evening. 

Now, if ever, was the opportunity. Harney squeezed my hand, stepped noise­
lessly into thecreek,laid:himself gently down into the filthy water, and, while 
my heart was beating so that I was certain it could be heard some distanoe 
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from me, began making toward!i th~ fence. He passed under easily, and I 
raised my eyes toward the guard, while on my strained ear fell the soft splash· 
ing made by Harney as he pulled himself cautiously forward. It seemed as if 
the sentinel m•1st bear this; be could not help it, and every second I expected 
to see the black lump address itself to motion and the musket flash out fiend­
ishly; but be elid not; the lump remained motionless, the musket silent. 

Wben I thought that Harney had gained a sufficient distance I followed. It 
seemed as if the disgusting water would smother me as I laid myself down into 
it and such was my agitation that it appeared almost impossible ~hat I should 
~cape making such a noise as would attract the guard's notice. Catehing hold 
of the roots and limbs at the side of the stream I pulled myself slowly along, 
and as noiselessly as possible. I passed under the fence without difficulty, and 
was outside and within fifteen feet of the guard. I had lain down into the 
creek upon my right side, that my face mi1tht be toward the guard, and I could 
watch him closely all the time. 

As I came under the fence be was still leaning motionless against the tree, 
but to my heated imagination be appeared to have turned and be watching me. 
I hardly breathed: the filthy water rippling past me seemed to roar to attract 
the guard's attention. I reached my hand out cautiously to grasp a root to pull 
myself along by, and caught instead a dry branch which broke with a loud 
crack. My heart absolutely stood still. The guard evidently heard the noise. 
The black lump separated itself from the t.ree, and a straight line which I knew 
to be his musket, separated itself from the lump. In a brief instant I lived a 
year of mortal apprehension. So certain was I that he had discovered me, ~nd 
was leveling his piece to fire, that I could scarcely restrain myself from sprmg­
ing up and dashing away to avoid the shot. Then I hea1·d him take a step, and 
to my unutterable surprise and relief he walked off farther from the creek, 
evidently to speak to the man whose beat joined his. I pulled aw~y more 
swiftly, but still with the greatest caution, until after half an hour's I?amful ef­
fort I had gotten fully one hundred and fifty yards a way from the hosp1tal fence, 
and found Harney crouched on a cypress knee, close to the water's edge, watch· 
ingforme. 

·we waited there a few minutes until I could rest. and calm my perturbed 
nerves down to something nearer their normal equilibrium, and then started on. 
We hoped if we were as lucky in our next step as in the first one we would 
reach the Flint River by daylight, and have a good long start before the morn· 
ing roll-call revealed our absence. We could hear the hounds still baying in 
the distance, but this sound was too customary to give us any uneasiness; but 
our progress was terribly slow. EYery step hurt fearfully. The crt>ek bed was 
full of roots and snags and briars, and vines trailed acro.ss it. These caught 
and tore our bare feet and legs, rendered abnormally tender by the scurvy. It 
seemed as if everv step wa~ marked with blood. The vines tripped us and we 
frequently fell headlong. We struggled on determinedly for nearly an hour, 
and were perhaps a mile from the hospital. 

The moon came up and its light showed that the creek continued its course 
through a dense jungle, like that we bad been traversing, while on the high 
ground to our left were the open pine woods I have previously described. 'Ve 
stopped and debated for a few minutes. We recalled our promise to keep in the 
creek, and the experience of other boys who had tried to escape and been caught 
bv the hounds. If we staid in the creek we were sure the hounds would not 
fi.Dd our trail, but it was equally certain that at this rate we would be exhausted 
and starved before we gotoutof sight of the prison. It seemed that we had gone 
far enough to be out of the reach of the packs patrolling immediately around thtJ 
stockade and there could be but little risk in trying a short walk on the dl'y 
ground. 'we concluded to take the chances, and, ascending the bank, we walked 
and ran as fast as we could for about 2 miles farther. 

All at once it struck me that with all our progress the hounds sounded as near 
as when we started. 1 shivered at the thought, and, though nearly ready to 
drop with fatigue, ur~d m~self and Harney on. . . . . . 

An instant later therr baymg rang out on the still mght a1r r1ght behmd us, 
and with fearful distinctness. There was no mistake now; they had found our 
trail and were running us down. The change from fearful apprehension to the 
crushing rea.lity ·stopped us stock still in our tracks. At the next breath the 
hounds came bursting through the woods in plain sight and in full cry. We 
obeye<l our first impulse-rushed back into the swamp, forced our way for a. 
few yards through the flesh-tearing impediments until we gained a large cy­
press, upon whose great knees we climbed, thoroughly exhausted, just as the 
yelping pack reached the edge of the water and stopped there and bayed at us. 
It was a physical impossibility for us to go another step. 

In a moment the low-browed villain who had charge of the bounds came gal­
loping up on his mule, tooting signals to his dogs as he came on the cow-horn 
slung from his shoulders. He immediately discovered us, covered us with his 
revolver, and yelled out: "Come ashore there, quick, you --." There was 
no help for it. We climbed down off the knees and started towards the land. 
As we neared it the bound!i became almost frantic, and it seemed as if we would 
be torn to pieces the moment they could reach us. But the master dismoanted 
and drove them back. He was surly, even savage to us, but seemed in too much 
hurry to get back to waste any time annoying us with the dogs. He ordered 
us to get around infrontoftbe mule and start back to camp. We moved as rapidly 
as our fatigue and our lacerated feet would allow us, and before midnight were 
again in the hospital, fatigued, filthy, torn, bruised, and wretched beyond de­
scription or conception. The next morning we were turned back into the 
stockade as punishment. 

Harney and I were specially fortunate in being turned back into the stockade 
without being brought before Captain 'Virz. We subsequently learned that we 
owed this good luck to Wirz's absence on sick leave, his place being supplied by 
Lieutenant Davis, a moderate-brained Baltimorian and one of that horde of 
1\-Iarylanders in the rebel army whose principal service to the Confederacy con­
sisted in working themselves into" bomb-proof" places and forcing those whom 
they displaced into the field. 

Winder was the illustrious head of this crowd of bomb-proof rebels from 
"1\Iaryl::md, my 1\!aryland," whose enthusiasm for the Southern cause and con­
sistency in serving it only in such {)laces as were outoftbe range of the Yankee 
artillery was the subject of many bitter jibes by the rebels, especially by those 
whose secure berths they possessed themselves of. 

Lieutenant Davis went into the war with great brashness. He was one of the 
mob which attacked the Sixth Massachusetts in its passage through Baltimore, 
but, like all of that class of roughs, he got his stomach full of war as soon as 
the real business of fighting began, and he retired to where tbP- chances of at­
taining a ripe old age were better than in front of the Army of the Potomac's 
muskets. We shall hear of Davis again. 

Encountering Captain Wirz was one of the terrors of an abortive attempt to 
escape. When recaptured prisoners were brought before him he would fre­
quen Uy give way to paroxysms of screaming rage, so violent as to closely verge 
on insanity. Brandishing the fearful and wonderful revolver of which I have 
spoken in such a manner as to threaten the luckless captives with instant 
death, he would shriek out imprecations, curses, and foul epithets in French, 
German, and English, until he fairly frothed at the mouth. 

1\Ir. Speaker, it would seem as though the suffering of these men 
would ha.•e·moved the stoutest heart with pity and compassion, but if 
pity and compassion ever dwelt in the bosom of Winder or Captain 
Wirz they had long since died. The griefs and sorrows and sufferings 
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of these Union soldiers were unheard by mortal ear who could grant 
relief and were heard only by the pitying ear of heaven. · Oh, what a 
record will face these men who are responsible for this crime in that 
great day when the book shall be opened and men sh:ill give an ac­
count of the deeds that are done in the body. Hear this witness 
further. He says: 

There were plenty of stories current in camp ofhis having several times given 
away to his rage so far as to actually shoot men down in these interviews, and 
still more of his knocking boys down and jumping upon them, until he in­
llicted injuries that soon resulted in death. How true these rumors were I am 
unable to say of my own personal knowledge, since I never saw him kill any 
one, nor have [ talked with any who did. There were a. number of cases of 
this kind testified to upon his trial, but they all happened among "parols" 
outside the stockade or among the prisoners inside after we left; so I knew 
nothing of them. 

One of the old Switzer's favorite ways of ending these seances was to inform 
the boys that he would have them shot in an hour_ or so and bid them prepare 
for death. 

After keeping them in fearful suspense for hours he would order them to be 
punished with the stocks, the ball and chain, the chain-gang, or, if his fierce 
mood had burned itself entirely out, as was quite likely with a man of his shallow 
brain and vacillating temper, to be simply returned to the stockade. 

Nothing, I am sure, since the days of the Inquisition, or, still later, since the 
terrible punishments visited upon the insurgents of 1848 by tae Austrian aris· 
tocrats, has been so diabolical as the stocks and cha.in-gangs, as used by Wirz. 
At one time seven men, sitting in the stocks near the star fort, in plain view 
of the camp, became objects of interest to everybody inside. They were never 
relieved from their painful position, but were kept there until all of them died. 
I think it was nearly two weeks before the lastone succumbed. What they en­
dured iu that time even imagination can not conceive. I do not think that an 
Indian tribe ever devised keener torture for its captives. 

The chain-gang consisted of a number of men varying from twelve to twenty 
five, all chained to pne 64-pound ball. They were also stationed near the star 
fort, standing out in the hot sun, without a particle of shade over them. When 
one moved they all had to move. They were scourged with the dysentery, 
and the necessities of some one of their number k:ept them constantly in mo­
tion. I can see them distinctly yet, tramping laboriously and painfully back 
and forth over that burning hillside, every moment of the long, weary sum­
mer days. 

Along in the last of August the rebels learned that there were between two and 
three hundred captains and lieutenants in the stockade, passing themselves off 
as enlisted men. The motive of these officers was twofold: First, a chivalrous 
wish t-o share the fortunes and fate of their boys and, second, disinclination to 
gratify the rebels by the knowledge of the rank of their captives. The secret 
was so well kept that none of us suspected it until the fact was announced by 
the rebels them.selyes. They were taken out immediately and sent to Macon, 
where the commissioned officers' prison was. It would not do to trust such 
possible leaders with us another day. 

1\fr. Speaker, Charles Sumner delivered a speech in yonder Supreme 
Court room when ib was the Senate of the United States (and where he 
was afterward stricken down by the blows of a would-be assassin) on 
the barbarism of slavery. Sumner knew comparatively little of it; at 
least the half was never told by him. Our brave boys in blue who at­
tempted to escape were hunted down by bloodhounds. Hear this 
witness as he 2-escribes it: 
THE HOUNDS AND THE DIFFICULTIES THEY PUT IN THE WAY OF ESCAPE OF 

PRISONEBS. 

Those who succeeded in one way or another in passing the stockade limits 
found still more difficulties lying between them and freedom than would dis­
courage ordinarily resolute men. The first· was to get away from the immediate 
vicinity of the prison. All around were rebel patrol, pickets, and gua.rds, 
watching every avenue of egress. Several packs of hounds formed efficient 
coadjutors of these and were more dreaded by possible "escapes" than any 
other means at the command of our jailors. Guards and patrols could be 
evaded or circumvented, but the hounds could not. 

Nearly every man brought back from a futile attempt to escape told the same 
story. He had been able to escape the human rebels' power, but not their ca­
nine colleagues. Three of our detachment, members oft he Twentieth Indiana, 
had an experience of this kind that will serve to illustrate hundreds of others. 
They bad been taken outside to do some work upon the cook-house tha.t was 
being built. A guard was sent with the three a little distance into the woods to 
get a piece of timber. '£he boys sauntered a.long cl\relessly with the guard and 
managed to get pretty near him. As soon as they were fairly out of sight of the 
rest, the strongest of them Tom \Villiams, snatched the rebel's gun away from 
him and the other two springing upon him as swift as wild cats throttled him so 
that he could not give the alarm. Still keeping a hand on his throat, they led 
him off to some distance and tied him to a sapling with st.rings made by tear­
ing up one of their blouses. He was also securely gagged, and the boys bid· 
ding him a hasty, but not specially tender, farewell, struck out, as they fondly 
hoped, for freedom. 

It wa-s not long until they were missed, and the pro·ties sent in search found 
and released the guard, who gave all the information he possessed as t-o what 
had become of his charges. All the packs of hounds, the squads of cavall'y, 
and the foot patrols were sent out to scour the adjacent country. The Yankees 
kept in the swamps and creeks, and no trace of them was found that afternoon 
or evening. By this time they were 10 or 15 miles away and thought that they 
could safely leave the creeks for better walking on solid ground. They had 
gone but a few miles when the pack of hounds Captain \Virz was with took 
their trailandcameaftertbem in full cry. The boys tried to run, but,exhausted 
as they were, they could make no headway. Two of them were soon caught, 
but Tom Williams, who was so desperate that he preferred death to recapture, 
jumped into a mill-pond near by. When he came up he was in a. lot ofsaw·logs 
and drift-wood that hid him from being seen from the shore. The dogs stopped 
at the shore and bayed after their disappear:ng prey. The rebels wi:th them, ~ho 
had seen Tom spring in, came up and made a pretty thorough search for bun,. 
.As they did not think to probe around the drift-wood this was unsuccessful , and 
they came to the conclusion that Tom bad been drowned. 'iVirz marched the 
other two back, and for a wonder did not punish them, probably because he 
was so rejoiced at his success in capturing them. He was beaming with delight 
when he returned them to oru· squad, and said with a chuckle, "Brisoners, I 
pring you pack two of dem tam Yankees wat got away yesterday, unt I run 
the oder rascal into the millpont, unt trownted him:" 

What was our astonishment about three weeks later to see Tom, fat and 
healthy and dressed in a full suit of butternut, come stalking into the p en. He 
had nearly reached the mountains, when a pack of hounds, patroling for de­
serters or negroes, took: his trail, where he had crossed the road from one fi~ld 
to another, and speedily ran him down. He had been put in a. little country Jail 
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nnd well fed till an opportunity occurred to send him back. This patroling for 
negroes and deserters was anolher of the great obstacles to a. successful passage 
through the country. 

The rebelS had put every able-bodied white man in the ranks and were 
bending every energy tQ keep them there. The whole counl!7 was carefully 
policed by provost-marshals to bring out those who were shirking military 
duty or had deserted their colors, and to check any movement by the negroes. 

One could not go anywhere without a pass, as every road was continually 
watched by men and hounds. It was the policy of our men l'fhen escaping to 
avoid roads as much as possible by traveling through the woods and fields. 
From what I saw of the hounds and what I could learn from others I believe 
that each pack was made up of two bloodhounds and from twenty-five to fifty 
other dogs. The bloodhounds were debased descendants of the strong and 
fierce hounds imported from Cuba, many of them by the United States Govern­
ment, for hunting Indians during the Seminole war. The other dogs were mon­
grels that are found in such plentifulness about every Southern house, increasing, 
as a rule, in numbers as the inhabitants of the house are lower down and poorer. 
They are like wolves, sneaking and cowardly when alone, fierce and bold when 
in packs. Each pack was managed by a well armed man, who rode a mule and 
carried, slung over his shoulders by a. cord, a. cow-horn, scraped very thin, with 
which he controlled the band by signals. 

\Vhat always puzzled me much was why the hounds took only Yankee trails 
in the vicinity of the prison. There was about the stockade from six thousand 
to ten thousand rebels and negroes, including gulftds, officers, servants, work­
men, etc. 

These were, of course, continually in motion, and must have daily made trails 
leading in every direction. It was the custom of the rebels to send a pack of 
hounds around the prison every morning to examine if any Yankees hades­
caped during the night. It was believed that they rarely failed to find a prison­
er's tra.cks and still more rarely ran off upon a rebel's. If those outside the 
stockade bad been confiued to certain pa.ths and roads we could have understood 
this, but, as I understand, they were not. 

It was a. part of the interest of the day for us to watch the packs go yelping 
round searching for tracks. We got information in this way whether any tun­
nels had been successfully opened during the night. 

'£he use of the hounds furnished us a crushing reply to the ever-recurring 
rebel question: "Why are you uns puttin' niggers in t,he field to fight we uns 
for?" The question was always silenced by the return interrogatory: "Is. that 
as bad as running down white men with bloodhounds?" 

The old town of Plymouth, Mass., is in my district. That town 
sent some of its bravest sons and its best blood to the army to defend 
the Government from traitors. Alas, some of these brave boys found 
theu way to Andersonville. Continuing, he says: 

Speaking of the manner in which the Plymouth Pilgrims were now dying, I 
am reminded of my theory that the ordinary man's endurance of this prison 
life did not average over three months. 

The Plymouth boys arrived in May; the bulk of those who died passed away 
in July &nd August . . 

The following statistics of the prison in the summer of '64 and the 
appalling figures ot mortality confirm all that I have charged and are an 
all-sufficient answer to the gentleman from Mississippi when he says 
the hardship of these prisoners did no equal service at the front. 

The great increase of prisoners from all sources was in May, June, and July. 
The greatest mortalit.y Rmong these was in August, September, and October. 
The following table, which shows the number of new prisoners arriving each 

,month o.nd the number dying the third month after, will illustrate on what I 
base my theory: 
Number arrived in-

~~::~-~-~-~·.::.:_:.::·:·:·~:··.:.:~::::::::::.:·:·:::::::.::::::::~·:::::·:·:-~:::::::::·:-::-~:~::::_:_::~:::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: ~ 
Number died in-

~~Er~~~:·:·::-~-~~·:::::·:·::·:·:·::·::·:·:·:~·:·::::·:·:·:·:·:·::·:·:·:·:·::·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: t ~ 
11-Iany came in who had been in good health daring their service in the field 

but who seemed utterly overwhelmed by the appalling misery they saw orl. 
every hand and, giving way to despondency, died in a few days or weeks. I 
do not mean to include them in the above class, as their sickness was more men­
tal than physical. My idea is that, taking one hundred ordinarily healthful 
young fellows from a regiment in active service and putting them into Ander­
ville, by the end of the third month at least thirty-three of those weakest and 
most vulnerable to disease would have succumbed to the exposure, the pollution 
of ground and s.ir, and the insufficiency of the ration of coarse corn-meal. After 
this the mortality would be somewhat less, say at the end of six months fifty of 
them would be dead. The remainder would hang on still more tenaciously and 
at the end of a year there would be fifteen or twenty still alive. There were 
sixty-three of my company taken; thirteen lived through. I • believe this was 
about the usual proportion for those in as long as we. 

In all there were 45,613 prisoners brought into Andersonville. Of these 12 912 
died there, to.say ~othin~ of thousands.that died in other prisons in Geo~gia 
and the Carohnas rmmedtately after tbetr removal from Anderson ville. One of 
every three and one-half men upon whom the gates of the stockade closed never 
repassed them alive. Twenty-nine per cent. of the boys who so much as set 
foot in Andersonville died there. Let it be kept in mind all the time that the 
average stay of a prisoner there was not four months. The greater majority 
came in after the 1st of May, and left before the middle of September. 

.May 1,1864, there were 10,427 in the stockade; AugustS there were 33,114; Se~ 
tember 30 all these were dead or gone, except 8,218, of whom 4,590 died inside of 
the next thirty days. 

The records of the world can show no parallel to this astounding mortality. 

Mr. Speaker, at the risk of wearying the House hear what this Union 
soldier has to say about the responsibility of ~his crime against God and 
man: 

THE RESPONSIBILITY. 

I have endeavored to tell the foregoing story as calmly, as dispassionately as 
free from vituperation and prejudice as possible. How well I have succeeded 
the reader must judge. How difficult this moderation has been at times only 
those know who like myself have seen, from day to day, the treason-sharpened 
fangs of starvation and disease gnaw nearer and nearer to the h€arts of well 
beloved friends and comrades. 

Of the 63 of my company comrades who entered prison with me, but 11, or at 
most 13, emerged alive, and several of these have since died from the effects of 
what they suffered. The mortality in the other companies of our battalion was 
equally great, as it was also with the prisoners generally. Not less than 2.5,000 
gallant, noble-hearted boys died around me between the dates of my capture 
and release. Nobler men ths.n they never died for any cause. For the most 

part they were simple-minded, honest-hearted boys, the sterling products of our 
Northern home life, and Northern common schools, and that grand, stalwart 
Northern blaod.., the yeoman blood of sturdy, middle-class freemen, the blood 
of the race whicn has conquered on every field since the Roman Empire went 
down under its sinewy blows. They prated lit;tle of honor ~nd knew nothing of 
"chivalry" except in its repulsive travesty in the South. 

As citizens at home, no honest labor had been regarded by them as too humble 
to be followed with manly pride in its success; as soldiers in the field they 
did their duty with a. calm defiance of danger and death that the world has 
not seen equaled in the six thousand years that men have followed the trade of 
war. In the prison their conduct was marked by the same unostentatious but 
unflinching heroism. Death st.ared them in the face constantly. They could 
read their own fat~ in that of the loathsome, unburied dead all around them. 
Insolent enemies mocked their sufferings and sneered at their devotion to a 
Governinent which they asserted had abandoned them, but the simple faith, 
the ingrained honesty of these plain-mannered, plain-spoken boys, rose superior 
to every trial. 

Brutus, the noblest Roman of them all, says in his grand flight: 
"Set honor in one eye and death in the other, 
And I will look on both indifferently." 

They did not say this, but they did it. They never questioned their duty; no 
repining, no murmurings against their Government escaped their lips; they 
took the dread fortunes brought to them as calmly, as unshrinkingly as they 
had those in the field; they quailed not, nor wavered in their faith before the 
worst the rebels could do. The finest epitaph ever inscribed above a. soldier's 
grave was that graven on the stone which marked the resting-place of the dea~h­
less three hundred who fell at Thermopylre: 

"Go, stranger, to La.cedremon, and tell Sparta that we lie here in obedience 
to her laws." · 

They who lie in the shallow graves of Andersonville, Belle Isle, Florence, 
and Salisbury lie there in obedience to the precepts and maxims inculcated 
into their minds in ~he churches and common schools of the North, precepts 
which impressed upon them the duty of manliness and honor in all the rela­
tions and exigencies of life, not the" chivalric" prate of their enemies, but the 
calm steadfastness which endures to the end. The highest tribute that can be 
paid them is to say they did full credit to their teachings, and they died, as 
every American should, when duty bids him. No richer heritage was ever 
bequeathed to posterity. 

It was in the year 1864 and the first three months of 1865 that these 25,000 
youths were cruelly and needlessly done to death. In these fatal fifteen months 
more young men than to-day form the pride, the hope, and the vigor of any one 
of our leading cities, more than at the beginning of the war were found in either 
of several States in the nation, were sent to their graves " unknelled uncoffined, 
and unknown," victims ofthe most barbarous and unnecessarycrueity recorded 
since the Dark Ages. Barbarous, because the wit of man has not yet devised's. 
more savage method of destroying fellow-beings than by expos~re and starva­
ation. Unnecessary, because the destruction of these had not and could not 
have the slightest effect upon the result of the s.truggle. 

The rebel leaders have acknowledged that they knew the fate of the Confed­
eracy was sealed when the campaign of 1864 opened with the North displaying 
an unflinching determination to prosecut~ the war to a successful conclusion. 
All that they could hope for after that was some fortuitous accident or unex­
pected foreign recogrrition that would give them peace with victory. The pris­
oners were unimportant factors in the military problem. Had they all been 
turned loose as soon as captured, their efforts would not have hastened the Con­
federacy's fate a single day. 

As to the responsibility for this monstrous cataclysm of human misery and 
death, that the great mass of the Southern people approved of these outrages or 
even knew of them I do not for an instant believe. They are as little capable 
of countenancing such a. thing as any people in the world. but the crowning 
blemish of Southern society has ever been the dumb acquiescence of the many 
respectable, well disposed, right-thinking people in the acts of the turbulent 
and unscrupulous few. From this direful sprin~ has flowed an Iliad of un­
numbered woes, not only to that section, but to our common country. It was 
this that kept the South vibrating between patriotism and treason during the 
Revolution,so that it cost more lives and treasure to maintain the struggle there 
than in all the rest of the country. · 

It was this thll.t threatened the dismemberment of the Union in 1832. H was 
this that aggravated and envenowed every wrong growing out of slavery, thai/ 
outraged liberty, debauched citizenship, plundered the mails, gagged the press, 
stifled speech, made opinion a crime, polluted the free soil of God with the un­
willing steps of the bondman, and at last crowned three-quarters of a century of 
this unparalleled iniquil;y by dragging ll,OOO,OOOof people into a war from which 
their souls revolted and against which they had declared by overwhelming 
majorities in every State except South Carolina, where the people bad no voice. 
It may puzzle some to understand how a relatively small band of political des~ 
peradoes in each State could accomplish such a momentous wrong. That they 
did do it no one conversant with our history will deny,and t.hat they, insignifi­
cant as they were in numbers, in abilities, in character, in everything save ca­
pacity and indomitable energy in mischief, could achieve such gigantic wrongs 
in direct opposition to the better sense of their communities is a fearful demon­
stration of the defects of the constitution of Southern society. 

JYir. Speaker, poor old Wirz was hanged for his crime, but I claim that 
he was by no means the only man responsible, and a wrong was done 
the living and the dead tbat other men did not auswer for this crime 
at the bar of human justice, as most of them have since answered to the 
bar of God, and I claim there is no esc.:'l.pe from the following conclusion: 

Men capa.ble of doing all that the secession leaders were guilty of, both before 
and during the war, were quite capable of revengefully destroying 25,000 of 
their enemies by the most hideous means at their command. That they did so 
sEOt about destroying their enemies, willfully, maliciously, and with malice pre­
pense and aforethought, is susceptible of proof as conclusive as that which in a. 
criminal court sends murderers to the gallows. 

Let us examine some of these proofs: 
First. The terrible mortality at AndersonYille and elsewhere was a matter of 

ss much notoriety throughout the Southern Confederacy as the military opera­
tions of Lee and Johnson. No intelligent man, much less the rebel leaders, 
was ignorant of it nor of its calamitous proportions. 

Second. Had the rebel leaders within a. reasonable time after this matter be­
came notorious made some show of inquiring into and alleviating the deadly 
misery there might be some excuse for them on the ground of lack of informa· 
tion, and the plea that they did as well as they could would have "Some va­
lidity. But this state of affairs was allowed to continue over a year, in fact un­
til the downfall of the Confederacy, without a hand being raised to mitigate 
the horrors of those places, without even an inquiry being made as to whether 
they were mitigable or not. Still worse, every month saw the horrors thicken 
and the condition of the prisoners become more wretched. 

The suffering in 1\Ia.y 1861, was more terrible than iu April; June showed a 
frightful increase over lli,, while words fail to paint the horrors of July and 
August, and so the wretchedness waxed U'ltil the end, in April, 1865. 

Third. The main causes of suffering and death were so obviously preventibl\l 
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that the rebel leaders could not have been ignorant of the ease with whtch a. 
remedy could be applied. The main causes were three in number: 

a. Improper and insufficient food. 
b. Unheard of crowding together. 
c. Utter lack of shelter. 
It is difficult to see which of these three was the most deadly. Let us admit, 

for the sake of argument, that it was impossible for the rebels to supply suffi­
cient and proper food. This admission, I know, will not stand for an instant 
in the face of the revelations made by Sherman's march to the sea and through 
the Carolinas, but let that pass, that we may consider more easily demonstrable 
facts connect~d with the next two propositions, the first of which is as to the 
crowding together. 

Was land so scarce in the Southern Confederacy that no more than 16 acres 
could be spared for the use of 35,000 prisoners'! The State of Georgia has a 
population of less than one-sixth that of New York, scattered over a territory 
one-quart.er greater than that State's, and yet a pitiful little tract-less than the 
corn-patch clearing of the laziest ''cracker" in I he State-was all that could be 
allotted to the use of three and a half times ten thousand young men. The 
average population of the Stat~ does not exceed sixteen to the square mile. 
With millions of acres of unsettled, useless, worthless pine barrens all around 
them, the prisoners were wedged together so closely that there was scarcely 
room to Jie down at night, and few had space enough to have served as a 
grave. This, too, in a country where the land was of so little worth that much 
of it had never been entered from the GoYernment. 

'l'hen as to shelter anct fire. Each of the pri.'!ons was situated in the heart of 
a primeval forest, from which the first trees that had ever been cut were those 
used in building the pens. Within a gunshot of the perishing men was an 
abundance of lumber and wood to have built every man in prison a warm, com­
fortable hut, and enoue:h fuel to supply all his wants. Supposing even that the 
rebels did not have the labor at hand to convert these forests into building ma-

. terial and fuel, the prisoners themselves would have gladly undertaken the 
work as a means of promoting their own comfort and for occupation and exer­
cise. No tools would have been too poor and clumsy for them to work with. 
"When logs were occasionally found or brought into prison men tore them to 
pieces almost with their naked fingers. Every prisoner will bear me out in the 
assertion that there was probably not a. root as large as a bit of clothes-line in all 
the ground covered by the prisons t.hat eluded the faithfully eager search of 
freezing men for fuel. What else than deliberate design can account for this 
systematic withholding from lhe prisoners of that which was so ess~ntial to their 
existence and which it was so easy to give them? 

This much for the circumstantial evidence connecting the rebel authorities 
with the premeditated plan for destroying the prisoners. Let us examine the 
direct evidence. 

The first feature is the aE"sil.rnment to the command of the prisons of General 
John H. Winder, the confidential friend of Mr_ Jefferson Davis and a man so 
Unscrupulous, cruel, and blood-thirsty that at the time of his appointment he 
was the most hated and feared man in the Southern Confederacy. His odious 
administration of the odious office of provost-mari!hal-general showed him to 
be the fittest of tools for their purpose. Their selection, considering the end in 
view, was eminently w1se. , 

Baron Haynau was made eternally infamous by a fraction of the wanton cru­
elties which load the memory of 'Vinder: but it can be said in extenuation of 
Haynau's offenses that he W;lS a. brave, skillful, and energetic soldier, who OYer­
threw on the field the enemies he maltreated. If 'Vinder at any time during 
the war was nearer the front than Richmond, history does not mention it. 
Haynau was the bastard son of a German elector and of the daughter of a. vil­
lage dru::;gist. 'Vinder was the son of a sham aristocrat whose cowardice and 
incompetence in the war of 1812 gave Washington into the hands of the British 
ravagers. 

It is sufficient indication of this man's character that he could look unmoYed 
upon the terrible suffering that prevailed in Andersonville in June, July, and 
August; that be could see three thousand men die each month in the most hor­
rible manner without lifting a finger in any way to assist them; that he could 
call attention in a self-boastful way to the fact that "I am killing off more 
Yankees tha'l twenty regiments in Lee's army," and that he could respond to 
the suggestions of the horror-struck visiting inspector that the prisoners be 
given at least more room with the assertion that he iutended to leave matters 
just as they were; the operations of death would soon thin out the crowd so 
that the survivors would have sufficient room. 
It was 'Vinder who issued this order to the commander of the artillery. 

"(Order No. 13.] 
"HEADQ.UARTERS lf!II,JTARY PRISON, 

"Andersonville, Ga., July 27,1864. 
"The officer on duty and in charge of the battery of Florida artillery at the 

time will, upon receiving notice that the enemy has approached within 7 miles 
of this post, open upon the stockade with grape-shot, without reference to the 
situat-ion beyond these lines of defense. 

"JOHN H. WINDER, 
"Brigadie-1·-General, Commanding." 

D~bolical is the only word that will come at all near .fitly characterizing 
such an infamous order. 'Vhat must have been the nature of a man who would 
calmly order twenty-fiyeguns to be opened with grape and canister at ZOO yards 
range upon a mass of thirty thousand prisoners, mostly sick and dying? All 
this rather than suffer them to be rescued by their friends. Can there be any 
terms of reprobation sufficiently strong to properly denounce so maligant a 
monster? History has no parallel to him save among the blood-reveling kings 
of Dahomey or those sanguinary Asiatic chieftains who built pyramids of human 
skulls and paved roads with men's bones. 

How a man bred an American cnme to display such a Timour-like thirst for 
human life, such an oriental contempt for the sufferings of others, is one of the 
mysteries that perplex me the more I study them. 
If the rebel leaders who appointed this man, to whom he reported direct, 

without intervention of superior officers, and who were fully informed of all 
his acts through other sources than himself, were not responsible for him, who 
i11 Heaven's name was? How can there be a. possibility that they were not 
cognizant and approving of his acts? 

The rebels have attempted but one defense to the terrible charges against 
them, and that is that our Government persistently refused to exchange, pre­
ferring to let its men rot in prison to yielding up the rebels it held. This is so 
utterly false as to be o.bsurd. Our Government made overture after overture 
for exchange t-o the rebels, and offered to yield many of the points of differ­
ence, but it could not, with the least consideration for its own hon\lr, yield up the 
negro soldiers and their officers to the unrestrained brutality of the rebel au­
thorities, nor could it, consistent with military prudence, parol the 100,000 well 
fed, well clothed, able-bodied rebels held by it as prisoners and let them appear 
inaide of a week in front of Grant or Sherman. 

Until it would agree to do this the rebels would not agree to exchange, and 
the only motive, save revenge, which could have inspired the rebel maltreat­
ment of the prisoners was the expectatioa of raising such a. clamor in the North 
as would force the Government to consent to a disadvantageous exchange, and 
to give back to the Confederacy, at its most critical period, 100,000 fresh, able­
bodied soldiers. It was for this purpose probably that our Government and · 
the Sanitary Commission were refused all vermission to send us food and cloth-

in g. For my part, and I know I echo the feelings of ninety-nine out of evel'y 
hundred of my comrades, I would rather have staid in prison till I rotted than 
that our Government should have yielded to the degraded demands of insolent 
rebels. There is one document in the possession of the Government which 
seems to me to be unanswerable proof, both of the settled policy of the Rich­
mond government toward8 the Union prisoners and of the relative merits of 
Northern and Southern treatment of captives. The document is a letter, read­
ing as follows: 

"CITY POINT, VA., Ma1·c1~11, 1863. 

"Sm: A flag-of-truce boat has arrived with three hundred and fifty political 
prisoners, General Barow and several other prominent men amoniZ' t.hem. I 
wish you to send me on 4 o'clock Wednesday morning all the military prison­
et·s (except officers) and all the political prisoners you have. If any of the po­
liticnl prisoners have on hand proof enough to convict them of being spies or 
of having committed other offenses which should subject them to punishment, 
so state opposite their names. Also state whether you think under the cil·cum­
stances they should be released. The arrangement I havema.de works largely 
in our favor. \Ve get rid of a set of miserable wretches and receive some of the 
best material I ever saw. 

"Tell Captain Turner to put down on the list of political prisoners the names 
of Ed ward P. Egg ling and Eugenia Hammermister. The president is anxious 
that they should get off. They are hare now. This, of course, is between our­
selves. If you have any polltical prisoners whom you can send off safely to 
keep her company, I would lfke you to send her. Two hundred and odd more 
political prisoners are on their way. I would be more full in my communica­
tion if I had time. 

"Yours, truly, 

"Brig. Gen. JOHN H. WINDER." 

"ROBERT OULD 
Commissi{)ner of Exchd.nge. 

But, supposing that our Government, for good military reasons or for no rea­
son at all, declined to exchange prisoners, what possible excuse is that for 
slaughtering them by exquisite tortures? Every government has nu unques­
tioned right to decline exchanging when its military policy suggests such a 
course, and l:;uch declination conveys no right whatever to the enemy to slay 
those pri'ioners, either outright with the edge of the sword or more slowly by 
inhuman treatment. The rebels' a.tt.empt to justify their conduct by the claim 
that our Government refused to accede to their wishes in a certain respect is 
too preposterous to be made or listened to by intelligent men. The whole affair 
is simply inexcusable and stands out a foul blot on the memory of every rebel 
in high place in the Confederate government. 

Now, >.t:r. Speaker, I think I have established the fact that the gentle­
~nn from Missouri [Mr. T ~RSNEY] was quite correct in his statement 
that thesG Southern prison-pens, and Andersonville in particular, were 
not desirable boarding-places. I do not charge all the Southern people 
with the crime here recited. Undoubtedly many of them knew little 
or nothing of it; undoubtedly most of them, moved by dictates of hu­
manity, would have denounced it, as they do now, bad they known it. 
But, Mr. Speaker, the fact remains that Andersonville was one of the 
blackest crimes that stain the pages of history, for which some one 
besides that poor old wretch Wirz wa.s responsible. There is truth 
and force in the words of that trembling, miserable wretch who said 
under the shadow of the gallows on which be was banged that be was 
only a subaltern who obeyed and was to die for obeying the orders of 
his superiors. I have . no wish to revive old memories or open the 
wounds of the war, but I was myself a Union soldier and taken a pris­
oner, though never in Andersonville. For this reason, in justice to my 
comrades, I can not listen to the statements of the gentleman from Mis­
souri and remain silent. 

Most of the actors in this terrible drama of Andersonville have gone 
to a higher court to answer before the judge of all the earth, and I leave 
them there. 

In t be words of the immortal Lincoln, ''With charity for all and malice 
toward none," we forgive the awful crime, but forget Andersonville, 
Bel1e Isle, and Libby, or make loyal men and traitors equal, no, never. 
When I do "let my right band forget her cunning and my tongue 
clecwe to the roof of my mouth.'' 

There can be no question about the justice of the pending bill. I 
point to the city of the dead at Andersonville; I point to these thou­
sands of graves of loyal and brave men who died of starvation and ex­
posure, and in their names I demand the passage of this bill. I point 
to tbesegraves of the Union dead, that with trumpet tongues cry out 
''against the deep damnation of their taking off,'' and ask this act of 
justice for the survivors. The loyal men and women of the country 
demand it. In tbenameofmy constituents I demand it. And though 
it may not secure the two-thirds vote necessary to its passage undtr a 
suspension of the rules to-day, we shall have a record on this question 
pure and simple, and its passage by the Fifty-first Qlngress is certain, 
and long-delayed justice to all defenders of the flag and the followers 
of the Union by this Republican Congress and this Republican Admin­
istration is near at hand. 

1\fr. MORRILL. I yield five minutes to the gentleman from Michi­
gan [Mr. CUTCHEON]. 

Mr. CUTCHEON. !fr. Speaker, I am very glad to say that I shall 
not be a beneficiary under this bill. Although on various occasions I 
received very cordial and pressing invitation to become a prisoner of 
war, I always respectfully declined. [Laughter.] But it was my fort­
une while lying wounded in the general h ospital at Annapolis, Md., 
to witness the arrival of the first steam-boat-load of prisoners of wa~ 
that came there after the commencement of the exchange of prisoners 
in 1864. 

I trust that I shall never look upon the like again. I know that 
war is cruelty, that war is barba»ism. Although, from the moment 
those prisoners of war, who came from Libby prison and Belle Isle, 
stepped on board that bol!.t, everything was done for them that human 
tenderness and love could suggest. yet when the boat reached the dock 

·-· _. 
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at Annapolis eight of them were alre::~.dy dead; four more died within 
the next twenty-four hours; four more died the succeeding day. As 
I passed through the great hospitals where the living lay it was such 
a spectacle of starvation and misery as I trust neither I nor any other 
American may ever look upon again. They wflre awful examples of 
what some of the Southern prisons did for our men-not all, I am glad 
to say. 

Among that entire boat-load there was truarcely one who did notre­
quire to be either carried or assisted from the landing to the hospital 
wards, where I saw them languish and many of them die, and I could 
only infer from the ghastly remnant of humanity that came back to 
us what had been the sufferings which they had undergone. 

I know that those men were not willing prisoners, and no possible 
money compensation can make up to them for the misery and pain 
which they had suffered. I shall vote for this bill gladly, with only 
regret that we can do no more for the victims of those terrible experiences. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, the pending bill proposes to pension 
a class of the soldiers of the late war known as ex-prisoners of war. The 
first section places on the pension-rolls all who are now suffering from 
disabilities which may reasonably be presumed to be the result of their 
confinement in Southern prisons and which they are unable to prove 
on account of the peculiar circumstances surrounding them. 

The second section proposes to pay to all who were confined for a 
per!od of thirty days and more a per diem of $2 for their term of im­
prisonment. 

If it is claimed that this bill selec~ a particular class of those who 
were engaged in the late conflict to the exclusion of other classes, it 
can be truthfully stated that these men suffered in a manner that no 
others suffered and that the conditions that surrounded them entitle 
them to a special relief. Among all who suffered in the late war of the 
rebellion there was no cla.ss of our soldiery who endured the s:tme hard­
ships and privations as that which this bill is intended to benefit; and 
that some relief ought to be extended to our unfortunate ex-prisoners 
of war on account of their terrible sufferings is obvious to every fair­
minded man. 

I am confident that the first section of the bill will not reach. a very 
large class, for it is believed that all who have been able to show the 
incurrence of their disabilities by record evidence or other r.ompetent 
testimony, to~ether with the widows, orphans, and dependent parents 
of those who died in prison or soon after their release from ·captivity, 
are already on the pension-rolls of the nation. Of those that remain, 
a few would not be able to show disabilities entitling them to a pen­
sion, and but a small class who are now sick or suffering would have 
claims that have never been considered in the Pension Office. The bill 
does not propose to pension sound, able-bodied men, and it is unneces­
sary to assert the strong improbability of any man who ever suffered 
the average term of imprisonment being now in perfect health. That 
is a physical question that may be referred to the medical boards pro­
vided for by law for the examination of applicants for pensions. This 
bill deals only with the survivors of the Confederate prisons and pro­
poses to do justice to a class of heroic and devoted men. 

The War Department, in a statistical exhibit of the deaths in the 
United States Army during the late war, compiled under the direction 
ofthe Adjutant-General of the Army in May, 1885, states that tlaerec­
ords of the Southern prisons in possession of the Department are very 
incomplete, not even the death registers of some of the principal places 
of confinement of Union soldiers having been secured. It is therefore 
evident that even a prisoner with a hospital record might be denied a 
pension nuder existing laws because of the loss or destruct ion of these 
records. In some cases he might prove his treatment in hospital by 
surviving comrades, but even that resource is denied to many whose 
living comrades are few, while their present places of residence are un­
known. 

.A.s we recede from the horrors of war and the survivors of the South­
ern prisons grow fewer in number, we are apt to forget the terrible 
;mfferings which they endured. For the purpose of recalling in some 
slight degree the great privations and hardships which were suffered 
by those who were so unfortunate as to be taken prisoners, I desire to 
present some facts in relation to the principal prisons of the South. 
The more important places of confinement were those of Andersonville, 
Florence, Belle Isle, and Salisbury. · 

In submitting these facts I disclaim any desire to comment on the 
cruel, inhuman treatment to which our prisoners were subjected or to 
reopen any discussion as to the responsibility for this terrible suffering. 
I simply desire to remind the members of this House that great in­
justice has been done this class and to appeal to them to afford at least 
the partial relief provided for in this bill without further delay. 

Andersonville prison was 1,190 feet long and 779 feet wide. In this 
small place, barely sufficient to afford room as a camping ground for 
an ordinary regiment of soldiers, 7,500 men were confined in March, 
1864, whichnumberwasincreased in April to 10,000, in May to 15,000, 
in June to 22,291, iu July to 29,030, and in August to 32,399. Of this 
number nearly 6,000 died in the months of August and September 
alone. A clear idea of the sufferings endured by these men can be gath­
ered from the testimony of witnesses who were familiar with the hor­
rors of that prison. 

·-

Dr. John C. Bates, acting assistant surgeon under the Confederate 
authorities at Andersonville, testified as follows on the Wirz trial: 

I rej>Orted to Dr. Stevenson, who assigned me to the third division ofthe mili­
tary prison hospital, under Dr. Sheppard; I was assigned to the fifteenth ward, 
as then designated. 

Upon going to the hospital I went immediately t{) the ward to which I Wall 
assigned, and, although I am not an oversensitive man, I must confess I was 
rather shocked at the appearance of things. The men were lying partially nude 
and dying and lousy, a portion of them in the sand and others upon boards 
which had been stuck up on little props; pretty well crowded together, a.m.&­
jority of them in small tents, looking to be tents that were not very serviceable 
at best. I went round and examined all that were placed in my charge. That 
was the condition of the men. By and by, as I became familiarized with the 
condition of affairs, the impressions which were at first produced upon me wore 
off more or less. I became familiar witll scenes of misery, and they did not af­
fect me so much. I inquired into the rations of the men; I felt disposed to do 
my duty; and after the men found that! wo.sinclined to aid themsofaraslcould 
in my sphere of action, they frequently asked me for a teaspoonful of salt or an 
order for a. little siftings that came out of the meal. I would ask them what 
they wanted the siftings for; some of them wished them to make some bread. 
I would inquire into the state of their disease, and if what they asked for would 
injure them, I would not allow them to have it. I would give them an order 
for sifted meal where I found that the condition of the patient required some­
thing better than siftings. They would come at times in considerable numbers 
to get these little orders for an extra ration, or, if not a ration, whatever por­
tion they could get. 

I spent a considerable portion of my time in writing orders~, and I did it very 
laconically. I had three words that constituted a. bonafide oraer, which should 
be respected by the head cook or baker. \Ve commonly called him Bob; his 
name was Allen; he was from Illinois. The order would read in thil! way: 
'·Bob-meal-Bates." If any more words were attached to it, it was not a gen­
uine order. I used that discrimination in order to favor the sickest of them, so 
that they might get what they could at the expense, perhaps, of those who could 
get along better without it. Tllese orders were constantly applied for, and I 
would sign them till my patience wa.s almost worn out. The meat ration wa.s 
cooked at a different part of the hospital; and when I would go up there, espe­
cially wllen I was medical officer of the day, the men would gather around me 
and ask me for a bor:e. I would grant their request so far a.s I saw bon~s. I 
would give them whatever I could find at my disposition without robbing 
others. I well knew that an appropriation of one ration took it from the gen· 
cral issue; that when I appropriated an extra ration to one man, some one else 
would fall minus upon that ration. I then fell back upon the distribution of 
bones. They did not presume to o.sk me for meat at all. So far as rations are 
concerned, that is about t.lle way matters went along for some time after I went 
there. 

Clothing, we had none; t.hey could not be furnished withanyclothingexcept 
that the clothing of the dead wasgeneraUy appropriated to the living. Wethu.s 
helped the living along as well a.s we could. 

Of vermin·or lice there was a very prolific crop there. I got to understand 
practically the meaning of the term "lousy;" I wouldgenernllyfindsomeupon 
myself afterretiring to my quarter~<; they were so numerousthatitwa.simpos­
sible for a surgeon to enter the hospital without having some upon him when 
he c..'\mc out, if l1e touched anybody or nnything save the ground, and very 
often if he merely stood still any considerable length of time he would get them 
upon him. 

When I went to the hospital I found the men destitute of clothing and bed· 
ding; there wo.s a. partial supply of fuel, but not slliticient to keep the men 
wn rm and prolong their existence. Shortly after I arrh·ed there I was appointed 
officer of the day. I learned thattheofficerofthedaywasinsupremecommand 
of aU pertaining to the hospit.:-\1, and that it was my duty as such to go into the 
Yarious wards and divisions of tile hospital and rectify anything that needed 
to be cared for. In visiting the hospitall made a pretty thorough examination. 
As a. general thing the patients were destitute; they were filthy and partly na­
ked; There seemed to be a disposition only to get something to eat. The clamor 
all thew bile was for something to eat. They asked me for orders for this, that, 
and the other-peas or rice, or salt, or beef tea., or o. potato, or a. biscuit, or a 
piece of corn-bread, or siftings, or meal. 

Medicines were scarce; we could not get what we wished. We drew upon 
the indigenous remedies; they did not seem to answer. We gathered up large 
quantities of thew, but very few served for medicines as we wished, We 
wanted the best and most powerful anti-scorbutics, as well as something that 
was soothing and healing, especially to the lining membrane of the alimentary 
canal and such things as were calculated to counteract a dropsical disposition 
and a gangrenous infection. Those were prominent things in the hospital. We 
had not at all times tile proper remedies to administer, and the indigenous reme­
dies did not serve us, and could not serve us in those complaints. \Ve were 
obliged to do the best we could. 

There was in my ward a boy of fifteen or sixteen years, in whom I felt a par­
ticula r interest. 1\:Iy att-ention was more immediat-ely called to him from his 
youth , and he appealed to me in such a way that I could not well avoid heed· 
ing him. He would often ask me to bring- him a potato, a piece of bread, a bis­
cuH, or something of that kind, which I did; I would put them in my pocket 
andgive them to him. I would sometimes give him arawpota.to, anda.s he had 
the scurvy and also gangrene, I would advise him not to cook the potato at all, 
but to eat it raw as an anti-scorbutic. I supplied him in that way for some time, 
bnt I could not give him a. sufficient'y. He became bedridden upon the hips 
and back, lying upon the ground; we afterwards got him some straw. Those 
bedridden sores had become gangrenous. He became more and more emaci­
ated until he died. The lice, the want of bed and bedding, of fuel and food, were 
the cause cfhis death. 

I was a little shy. I did not know that I was ft.llowed to take such things to 
the patients; and I had been so often arrested that I thought it necessary to be a. 
little shy in what I did , and keep it to myself. !would put a potato in my pocket 
and would tnrn around and let it drop to this man or others. I did not wish to 
he observed by anybody. 'Vhen I first went there I understood it was posi­
th·ely against the orders to take anything in. 

I can speak of other cases among the patients; two or three others in my ward 
were in the same condition, and there were others who came to their death from 
the bad condition of things and the lack of necessary supplies. That is my 
professional opinion. 

I bad occasion to visit the entire hospital occasionally, and, so far a.s I saw, its 
condition was genernlly the same as I have been describing. At the time I 
went there, I think, from the best observations I could make, there were, per­
haps, 2,000 or 2,500 sick in that hospital. 

We had cases of chilblains or frost-bitten feet. Most generally, in addition to 
what was said to be frost-bite, there was gangrene. I d id not see the sores in 
the original chilblains. I do not think I can say if there were any amputations 
or any deaths resulting from sufferings of that character, not having charged 
my mind as to whether the amputations were in consequence of chilblains or 
because,from accidental abrading of the surface, gangrene set in. But for a. 
while amputations were practiced in the hospital almost daily, arising from a. 
gangrenous and scorbutic condition, which, in many cases, threatened the satu­
ration of the whole system with this gangrenous or offensive matter, unless the 
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limb was amputated. In cases of amputation of that sort it would sometimes 
become necessary to reamputate, from gangrene taking hold of the stump again. 
Some few successive amputations were made. I recollect two or three which 
were successfuL I kept no statistics; those were kept by the prescription 
clerks and forwarded to headquarters. I did not think: at the time that the 
surgeon-in-chief did all in his power to relieve the condition of those men, and 
I made my report accordingly. 

SUPPLY OF LUMBEB. 
I know of lumber having been used at Andersonville. I was there during 

June and July very frequently, at the time when Governor Brown had called 
out the militia of the State. The militia of Southwestern Georgia were stationed 
at Andersonvillel and their tents were all floored withgoodlumber, and a good 
many shelters ox lumber were put up by the soldiers. I noticed a good many 
tents that were protected from the sun by boards. There seemed to be no want 
of 1 umber at that time among the Confederate soldiers. 

Tlrn:PERATURE DURING TIIE SUMMER OF 1864 .Al.'"D WINTER OF 1864-165. 
In visiting the wards in the morning I would find persons lying dead; some· 

times I would find them lying among the living. 1 recollect on one occasion 
telling my steward to go and wake up a certain one, and when I went myself 
to wake him up he was taking his everlasting sleep. '.rhat occurred in another I did not take regular thermometrical observa.tionsduringthe summerof1864 
man's ward, when I was officer of the day. Upon several occasions, on going and the winter of 1864-'65, but I had a thermometer,and every day, sometimes 
into my own wards, I found men whom we did not expect to die dead from the. two or three times a day, I examined it.. I generally made it a rule to look a tit 
sensation of chilblains produced during night. This was in the hospital. I was when I got up in the morning, again about noon, and then in the evening. So 
not so well acquainted with how it was in the stockade. I judge, though, from far as~ rememb~r, the range of t.he th~rmometer !luring the summer of 1864 was 
what I saw that numbers suffered in the same way there. very htgh. I tWnk I have seen It as htgh as 1100 m the shade. Once, and only 

The effect of scurvy upon the systems of the men as it developed itself there once, I put the thermometer ont in the sun on an extremely hot day in June, 
was the next. thing to rottenness. Their limbs would become drawn up. It 18?4-. It range~ then, if my me.mory sen;es me aright, 127 to 1300 that day. Las.t 
would m•mifest itself constitutionally. It would draw them up. They would wwter! accordt!lg to my expenence. dunng more than twenty-five years' reSI­
go on crutches sidewise, or crawl upon their bands and knees, or on their I dence m Georgia., was the coldest wrnter we ha"e ever had there. I have seen 
haunches and feet as well as they could. Some could noteatunlessitwassome· the thermomete.r as lo~v as 20 an~ 22 ~egrees above zero-fro~ 8 to 10 deg~ees 
thing that needed no mastication. Sometimes they would be furnished beef below the freezmg pomt i. one m~ht.tt wa~ colder than that; It was the ru~ht 
tea or boiled rice or such t.hings as those would be given them, but not to the of the. 4th of January. It IS very dis_tmctly 1m pressed on my memory. Dur~ng 
extent which! would like to see. In some cases they could noteatcorn-bread; ~be mght I was waked up by my wife_,who_told m~ that someb~dy was calling 
their teeth would be loose and their gums all hleedinqo. I have known cases of m front of my house. · I opened the side wmdow (tt was excessiVely cold} and 
that kind. 1 do not speak of it as a general thing. They would ask me to in- n~k:ed who was _there. ~voice replied, ''A fdend." I answered that I had no 
terest myself and get them something which they could swallow without sub- frtends at that ~me of Jl!ght, and very few anyhow in that country. He said 
jecting them to so much pain in mastication. It seems to me I did express my that he :was a fneud of mm.e an!l w.anted to come near the fence to speak to me. 
professional opinion that men died because they could not eat the rations they I told h11n my dog would bite him 1f he came to the fence. He then approached 
got. ~nd ~aid be was an And~rsonnlle prisoner, and asked ID:e, calling me by name, 

I can not state what proportion of the men in whose cases it became neces- If I lived there. I told lum that I was the man and to watt a moment. I dressed 
sary to amputate from gangrenous wounds, and also to reamputate ft·om the myself, went out and chained my dog and brought the prisoner in. He was 
same cause, recovered. Never having charg!"d my mind on the subject and nearly frozen; he could bar?ly stand; he bad on only one shoe, an~ that w~ 
not expecting to be called upon in such a capacity, 1 can not give an approxi- a poor one, and bad a s~ockmg upon the other foot. He was <:lad m. the thin 
mat~ opinion whichlwoulddeemreliable. In 1864., amputation from that cause army flannel of the Umted States, badly :worn. He had on a patr of h~ht-blue 
occurred very frequently indeed; during the short time in 1865that I was there I pantaloons, which were badly ":om. This was on a. Wed~esday morrung, and 
amputations were not frequent. he to_ld me that he had made his escape from Andersonville on the Saturday 

I can not state with any certainty th~ proportion of prisoners treated in the prevwu!3; that be bad been apprehen~ed and taken to Ame?-"icus, where he h..'l.d 
hospital who recovered and were sent back to the stockade. There were clerks made his escape fro;n ~he.guard the mght before, and was d~rected to my house 
appointed to keep all those accounts, and I tried to confine myself strictly to by a negro. I asked h1m if be ~as not nearly frozen. Hesatdhe ~as. !looked 
my own duty and did not interest myself in any statistical enumeration of facts at the thermometer then, and It was 18 degrees above zero. This was about 2 
or data. ' o'clock in the morning, between 1 and 2 o'clock. 

The prisoners in the stockade and hospital were not very well protected from EFFORTS OF LADIES TO R.&.-..nER ASSISTANCE TO TilE PRISONERS. 
the rain; Of!lY by their ow~ meager _means, their blankets, h_oles in the eart.h, I know that effort;s were made by the ladies of my county to relieve the pris-
&nd such thmgs. In the spn~g of 1_865, '~.be1_1 I was in th~ stockade, I saw aShf!d oners at Andersonville. At one time a. general effort was made. All that I 
30 feet wide an~ 60 lf!e.t long, the ~1ck prmci~ally were ln thl;lt. They were In knowis that a gentleman named Mr. Davies, a Methodist presiding elder,exerted 
abo_ut the same condition as those In the hospital.. As to the P~Isoner..:' gen.erally • himself to induce the ladies to contribute clothing and provisions to the Federal 
thetr on~y means of shel.ler from the sun and ram wer~ tbeu blankets, if they hospital at Andersonville. A large amount of provisions was collected, some 
b!id carr1ed any along With them. I regarded that lacl-. of shel~er as a source of three or four wagon-loads, if I am not mistaken, and sent up there. I believe that 
disease. the effort failed. First, the provost-marshal refused a pass to carry the provisions 

Ambrose Spencer, another witness on that trial, gave the following 
testimony: 

I visited Andersonville during its occupation as a prison -very frequently. I 
have seen the prisoner, Captain Wirz, very frequently. I was there nearly 
every month, I think, during the time it was a prison. I doubt whether a 
month elapsed in which. I was not there while it was in its crowded condition; 
every month, except perhaps during March, 1865. I was there in ApriJ, 1865. I 
was at Andersonville constantly; nearly every month, as I have remarked. I 
had freqnent opJ>ortunities of seeing the condition of the prisoners, not only 
from the adjacent hills, but on several occasions from the outside of the stockade 
where the sentinels' grounds were. I bad opportunities of talking at different 
times with the prisonershnot only at Andersonville, but after they escaped; in 
several instances when t ey came to my house. I can only answer the question 
by sayin~ that their condition was as wretched and as horrible as could well 
be conceived, not only from exposure to the sun, the inclemency of weather, 
and the cold of winter, but from the filth, from the absolute degradation which 
was evident in their condition. I have seen that stockade, after three or four 
days' rain, when the mud, I should say, was at least 12 inches deep on both the 
hills. The prisoners were walking or wading through that mud. The con­
dition of the stockade perhaps can be expressed most aptly by saying that in 
passing up and down the railroad, if the wind was favorable, the odor from the 
stockade could be detected at least 2 miles. 

NUMBER OF SAW AND GRIST MILLS NEAR A....~ERSO~"VU.LE. 

I believe I am familiar with the surrounding country. That section of South­
western Georgia is well supplied with mills, both grist-mills, flour-mills, and 
ea.w-mills. Between Andersonville and Albany-(thedistance by railroad being, 
I believe, 50 miles; there is railroad communication) there are five saw-mills. 
One of them, a large one, is owned by a gentleman named Drew. There are 
four others of considerable capacity; there is one saw-mill at a. distance of 6 
miles from Andersonville, owned by 1\fr. Stewart, that goes by steam. There 
is another saw-mill about 5 miles from Andersonville that goes by water. There 
are sa.w-mills on the road above Andersonville. As for grist-mills, there are 
five in the neighborhood of Andersonville, that farthest off being a distance, I 
should th.ink. not exceeding 10 miles. There were two at Americus, the one 
farthest off being about 12 miles distant. Of these mills the water-mills are run 
nearly the entire year, except occasionally in the summer months: in the months 
or July and August they may be temporari.ly suspended, owing to the want of 
water, but not for any. length of time. 

SUPPLY OF PROVISIONS ni GEORGIA IN 1864. 

It is a very heavily timbered country, especially in the region adjoining An­
dersonville; it may be termed one of the most densely timbered countries in 
the United States. As for its fertili.ty, South western Georgia, I believe, is termed 
the garden of America; it was termed the garden of the Confederacy, as hav­
ing supplied the greater part of the provisions of the rebel army. Onr section 
of Georgia, Sumter County, is perhaps not as rich as the counties immediately 
contiguous. The land is of a lighter quality, but still it produces heavily. I 
suppose that the average of that land would be one bale of cotton to the acre; 
the wheat would average about 6 bushels to the acre. The average of corn 
throughout the county, I suppose, would be about 8 bushels to the acre. I am 
stating the general average of the whole number of acres in the county. We 
have land in that county that will produce 35 bushels of corn to the acre. I am 
stating the general average. It struck me that there was an uucommon supply 
of vegetables in 1864. Heretofore, at the South, there has been but little atten­
tion paid to gardens on a large scale; but last year a. very large supply of veg­
etables was raised, as I understood, for the purpose of being disposed of at 
Andersonville. Indeed, there was not a day that passed when the trains were 
not loaded going from .Americus up to Andersonville with persons carrying 
vegetables there. I know that some officer at Andersonville (I can not say 
who it was) had agents at Americus to purchase vegetables, and large amounts 
ol vegetables were sent up daily or weekly. 

to the hospital; and when application was made by Dr. Head, who acted as 
the spokesman for the ladies, to General Winder, it was positively refused to 
them. I had a conversation with General Winder three days afterward. The 
saQte matter then came up. General Winder stated, accompanied with oath, 
that he believed the whole country was becoming "Yankee," and that he 
would be damned if he would not put & stop to it; if he couldn't one way he 
would in another. I remarked that I did not think it was any evidence of 
"Yankee" or Union feeling to exhibit humanity. He sa.id there was no hu­
manity about it; that it was intended as a slur upon the Confederate govern­
ment and a. covert attack upon him. I told him that I had understood it was 
done at his request; that he bad requested 1\Ir. Davies to bring this thing about. 
He said it was a damned lie; that he had not requested anything of the kind; 
that for his own part he would as lief the damned Yankees would die there as 
anywhere else; that, upon the whole, he did not know that it was not better for 
them. That was his language, or words to that effect. Captain Wirz was not 
present at that time. 1\Iy wife was with me at the time. There were other 
ladies present, but I don't think I knew any of them. They were not part of 
the committee. 

Q. In what way did General Winder speak of the ladies and their humane 
effort? 

A. He used the most opprobrious language that could possibly be used, lan­
guage that no gentleman could listen to, especially in the presence of his 
wife, without resenting it in some way; language utterly unfit to be repeated in 
the presence of ladies. It was an intimation that he could very easiJy make 
loyal women of them by putting them in a certain condition that would bring 
them to it. 

I was present at a conversation the day after this committee of ladies failed. 
It was at the depot at Andersonville. The conversation was principa1Jy carried 
on between the provost-marshal, Captain Reed-

Q. Captain or J,ieutenant Reed? 
A. I believe we used to call him captain. He might have been a lieutenant, 

probably. He was the only Reed there. (Japtain Wirz and R. B. "\Vinder were 
present. There were three or four officials there; I can not recall any but those. 
Lieutenant Reed observed that, if General Winder had done as he wanted, they 
might have made a good speculation out of the provisions and clothing that the 
ladies had brought; that be proposed that they should be confist-ated, but the 
"Old General" would not do it. Wirz remarked that if he had his way he 
would have a house built there and all the ladies should be put in it for certain 
purposes. That was a most scandalous, infamous purpose, which I do not wish 
to repeat. R. B. Winder's remarks were a. general concurrence. I don't know 
that he said anything special that I can call to mind, any more than laughingly 
concurring in what bad been said. 

THE DOGS. 
I know Turner, who had the hounds, very well. His name was Wesley W. 

Turner. 
Q. What did yon ever hear him say as to his duties there and what he was re­

ceiving? 
A. It was some time in the early part of 1864, March or April, I think. He 

had purchased a piece of land up in the same district in which my place is. I met 
him one day in Americus and asked him if be was going to settle that land. He 
said he was not; that he was making more money now than anybody in that 
country. I inquired how he was making it. He said the Confederate government 
was paying him for keeping hounds to catch escaped prisoners. I asked him 
if be got his pay from Richmond. He sa.id no, he did not trouble Richmond; 
that "Old Captain "\Virz " was his paymaster. I asked him bow much here­
ceived. l\Iy impression is that he did not tell me what he received. He told 
me that he was making more money than anybody else in that country; bet­
ter than cultivating ground. That was early in the history of that prison ; I 
think during 1\Iarch or April. It was while he was there on duty. lie told me 
that he then had a pack of hounds and was employed the.re. 

GE:!\'"ERAL WINDER AND SONS--'rHEffi ANIMOSITY TOWARDS TIIE PRISONERS. 
I know W. S. 'Vinder-'' Sid. Winder," as be is called. I saw him at the time 

he was laying out the prison. Between the 1st and 15th of December. 1863, I 
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went up to Ande1·sonville with him and four or five other gentlemenJ ont of cu­
riosity, to see how the prison was to be laid out. When we arrivea. there the 
limits of the prison had all been marked. They were then digging a trench to 
put the stockade posts in. Workmen were busy cutting down trees in and 
around where the stockade was. In the course of conversation I inquired of W. 
8. Winder if it was proposed to erect barracks or shelter of any kind inside the 
stockade. 
• • * I asked him if he was going to erect barracks of a.ny kind. He replied 
that he was not; that the damned Yankees who would be put in there would 
have no need of them. I asked him why he was cutting down all the trees, 
and suggested that they would prove a shelter to the prisoners, from the heat 
of the sun at least. He made this reply, or something similar to it: "That is 
just what I am going to do; I am going to build a. pen here that will kill more 
damned Yankees than ca.n be destroyed in the front." Those are very nearly 
his words or equivalent to them. That was before a stockade was erected in 
the trench. Capt. R. B. Winder came there to the post ten or fifteen days after 
that-! suppose about ten days. There was nothing said at that time as to "Who 
ordered W. S. Winder there to lay out the prison. I bad frequent conversa-­
tions with General Winder. I used to meet him very frequently, either in 
Americus or going up the railroad. I sa.w him a good many times at Ander­
sonville. 

Q. "What was the general temper and spirit of his talk wilh regard to those 
prisoners? 

A. The opinion that I formed of him was anything but creditable to his feel­
ing, his humanity, or his gentlemanly bearing. I am not aware that I ever had 
a conversation with General Winder in which he did not curse more or less, es­
pecially if the subject of Andersonville was brought up. I can only reply to 
your question by saying that I consider him a brutal man; that I drew from 
his conversation and conduct as I observed them. I looked upon him as a man 
utterly devoid of all kindly feeling and sentiment. 

CONDITION OF THll: PRISONERS GENERALLY KNOWN IN TIIE SOUTH. 

Q. How generally, so far as you observed, were the sufferings and horrors of 
the Andersonville pen known throughout the South? 

A. So far as my knowledge and information went, the knowledge of those suf­
ferings was general; it was so, at least, throughout the southern part of the South­
ern States; I can not spe::~ok specially in regard to the neighborhood of Rich­
mond. The matter was discussed in the newspapers constantly, and discussed 
in private circles. Perhaps I might have heard more of it than most, because it 
dwelt more on my mind ; but it was a general subject of conversation through­
out the entire southern part of the Confcderac::!'. 

Among the interesting documents captured fwm the Confederate 
archives at Richmond is the following letter, written by a resident of 
South Carolina, upon which were indorsements showing that it had 
been referred to the president of the Confederacy: 

8TATESBURG, S.C., October 12, 18G4. 
DEAB Sm: Inclosed you will find an account of the terrible sufferings of the 

Yankee prisoners at Florence, S. C. 
In the name of all that is holy, is there nothing that can be done to relieve 

such dreadful suffering? 
U such things are allowed to continue they will most surely draw down some 

awful judgment upon our country. It is a most horrible national sin that can 
not go unpunished. If we can not give them food and shelter, for God's sake 
pa.role them and send them back to Yankee land, but don't starve the misera­
ble creatures to death. 

Don't think that I have any liking for the Yankee. I have none. Those near 
and dear to me have suffered too much from their tyranny for me to have any­
thing but hatred to them; but I have not yet become quite brute enough to 
know of such suffering without trying to do something even for a Yankee. 

Yours, respectfully, 
SABIN A DISMUKES. 

Sabina Dismukes, Statesburgh, S. C.,October 12, 186!. Forwards newspaper ar­
ticle on treatment of Yankee prisoners at Florence, S.C. Asks tha.t they may 
be ied or paroled. 

Respectfully referred, by direction ·of the President, to the Hon. Secretary of 
War. 

BURTO:N N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 

A. G.: Referred to Brigadier-General Winder. 
By order: 
OCTOBER 23, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to General Winder. 
By order A. and I. General. 

A and I. G. 0., October 28, 186!. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, A. S. lV. 

JOHN W. RIELY, A. A. General. 

The condition at Florence is shown by the following article, taken 
from the Sumter Watchman: 

PRISONERS AT FLORENCE. 

Mr. EDITOR: Ii; may not be uninteresting to your numerous readers to bear 
something from the Yankee camp at Florence. Your correspondent went 
over, opon the summons of one of those ominous 0. B.'s which the times have 
made more familiar than agreeable, to take a drove of cattle to the camp. Our 
party had in charge animals of all sizes, sexes, and conditions, from the patri­
arch of the herd, whose seamed and wrinkled front bore the marks of many n. 
bloody battle, to "auld crumpie," who had served her day at the milk-pail 
and whose constitution was evidently unable to stand the blasts of another 
:r.Iarch. We lost three on the way-two straggled and one fell from exhaust­
tlon; the buzzards after all were not cheated of their long-expected prey. The 
country through which we traveled is" flat, stale, and unprofitable." The 
crops are poor and every cotton-field destroyed by the •·army worm," ns if i11 
'imitation of its more intelligent namesakes. No object of curiosity was encoun­
tered on the way, unless we take into account the "long bridge" over what 
the natives call "Spawa Swamp." Most of the houses were uninhabited, wlth 
fences and outbuildings going to ruin. 

"No product now the barren·fields afford 
But men and steel, the soldier and his sword." 

The camp we found full of what were once human beings, but who would 
scarcely now be recognized as such. In an old field, with no inclosure but the liv­
ing wall of sentinels who guard them night and day, are several thousand filthy, 
diseased, famished men, with no hope of relief except by death. A few dirty 
rags stretched on poles give them a poor protection from the hot sun and heavy 
dews. All were in rags, and barefoot, and crawling with vermin. As we passed 
around the line of guards I saw one of them brought out from his miserable 
booth by two of his companions and laid upon the ground to die. He was nearly 
naked. His companions pulled his cap over his face and straightened out his 
limbs. Before they turned to leave him he was dead. A slight movement of 
the limbs and all was over. The captive was free! The commissary's tent was 
near one sideofthesquare, a.nd near Hrthe beef was laid upon boards preparatory 

to U.s distribution. This sight seemed to excite the prisoners as the smell of 
blood does the beasts of a mana.gerie. They surged up as near the lines as they 
were allowed, and seemed, in their eagerness, about to break over. While we 
were on the ground a heavy rain came up and they seemed to enjoy it, coming 
out in puris naturalibus, opening their mouths to catch the drops, while one 
would wash off another with his hands and then receive from him the like kind 
office. Numbers get out at night and wander to the neighboring houses in 
quest of food. 

From the camp of the living we passed to the camp of the dead-the hospital-
a transition which reminded me of Satan's soliloquy: 

"Which way I fly is hell ; myself am hell; 
And in the lowest deep a lower deep, 
Still threatening to devour me, opens wide." 

A few tents, covered with pine tops, were crowded with the dying and the 
dead in every stage of corruption. Some lay in prostrate helplessness; some 
had crowded under the shelter of the bushes; some were rubbing their skeleton 
limbs. Twenty or thirty of them die daily-most of them, as I was !informed, 
of the scurvy. The corpses lay by the roadside waiting for the dead-cart, their 
glassy eyes turned to heaven, the flies swarming in their mouths, their big toes 
tied together with a cotton string, and their skelet-on arms folded on their 
breasts. You would hardly know them to be men, so sadly do hunger, disease, 
and wretchedness change the "human face divine." Pre!"ently came the carts. 
They were carried a little distance to trenches dug for the purpose, and tumbled 
in like so many dogs ; a few pine tops were thrown upon the bodies, a few 
shovelsful of dirt, and then haste was made to open a new ditch for other victims. 
The burying party were Yankees detailed for the work, an appointment which, 
as the ser~eant told me, they consider as a favor, for they get a little more to 
eat and enjoy fresh air. 

Thus we saw at one glance the three great scourges of mankind, war, famine, 
and pestilence; and we turn from the spectacle sick at heart as we remember 
that some of our loved ones may be undergoing a similar misery. 

l\Ian's inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn. 

Soon eight thousand more will be added to their number, and whel'e the pro­
visions are to come from to feed this multitude is a difficult problem. Five 
thousand pounds of bacon or ten thou!'and pounds of beef daily seems, in ad­
dition to more urgent drafts upon her, far beyond the ability of South Carolina. 

The question is, are we not doing serious injury to our cause in keeping these 
prisoners to divide with :1s our scanty rations? Would it not be better at once 
to release them on parole? 

HOWARD. 

The prison at Salisbury wus no better, as plainly shown by the fol· 
lowing description: 

A brick factory, four stories high, 40 by 100 feet, with five buildings, formerly 
used as boarding-houses for the operatives, constituted the prisons at Salisbury. 
A board fence surrounding them inclosed about 5 acres of ground. Prior to Oc­
tober, 1864, comparatively few prisoners had been received here, and those are 
represented to have been favorably treated. In the fall of 1864 ten thousand 
prisoners were sent to this point, crowding the inclo~ure to its utmost capacity. 
The buildings were soon filled with the sick and dying. Those who were un­
able to obtain admission remained without shelter other than one Sibley tent 
for each one hundred men, and were exposed to the rigors of the following 
winter. Nearly one-half of them perished. 

In November, 186!, the prisoners, driven to desperation by starvation and 
torture, attempted to escape by forcing the guard, but were soon overpowered 
with the loss of seventy killed and wounded. The guards continued to tire into 
the prison for some time after the wretched inmates had surrendered and were 
begging for mercy. The infamous John H. Gee, who had no rival in his bru­
tality save Winder and 'Virz, commanded this prison. His beastly and hellish 
nature reveled in the misery and suffering which surrounded him. He has thus 
far escaped the just penalty of his crimes through the technicalities of the law. 

The customary dead-line was established at a distance oflO feet trom the 
stockade. Here, a3 elsewhere, it was the trap which lured the unsuspecting 
victim to sudden death. About one hundred and fifty citizen prisoners were 
also confined here, together with deserters from the Federal army, United States 
seamen, and officers held as hostages. 'l'he surface of the ground on which the 
prison was located was a red clay, which the heavy rains converted into 
another "Slough of Despond." Water for the camp was brought from a distance 
of half a mile in barrels. 

The number of graves of Union prisoners, as appenra by the report of the 
War Department, is 12,112. 

As indicative of the course of pri:!:.on life at Salisbury, we introduce here the 
diary of one who perished a prisoner at that place. The original diary of Lu­
cien Holmes, of the Tenth New Hampshire, is incorporated into the testimony 
herewith submitted, authenticated by the statement of his father, Rev. James 
Holmes. He was captured in October, 1864, and gives the following account of 
his imprisonment: 

RICHMOND, VA., Kovember 3.-We have drawn two days' rations, about enough 
for one good meal. 

Novembet· 4.-Seventy crowded into one car. We are seeing rough times. 
November 5.-At Greensboro' about dark; water very scarce indeed. 
No-.:ember 6.-Stopped in an open field over night, hungry and almost choked; 

cold and only a littie wood. After dark that night at Salisbury, N. 0. Nora· 
tions to-day and hA.ve to sleep on the ground. 

November 7.-Drew a little rice soup, about half a pint. There are 10,000 of us 
here-1,000 in a division, 100 in a squad. Our regiment, fifth squad, tenth divis­
ion. 

Novembfl1· 8.-We have drawn half a pint of flour and no salt. No tents yet, 
Water very scarce. This is a rough place. 

November 9.-Jt rained all last night. We had to lie in the mud. We drew 
this afternoon two tents and two flies for 100 men, a. pint of mea.l and no salt. 
I am well. I wish I could get word home. It is a shame for any civilized na­
tion to treat men as we are here-thirty and forty dying a day and are drawn • 
off in carts just like so much wood. It is awful ! I hope something will be done 
soon to relieve. 

November 10.-lt rained almost all night; has been terribly muddy to-day. We 
drew bread this morning. 

November 11.-We drew meat for the first time for a week, and drew meal. 
The men are dying off very fast indeed, and no wonder, exposed as we aJ:e to 
cold and hunger. 

Novll1nber 12.-We drew bread this morning. I saw twenty-three dead bodies 
in the dead-house. Men are dying off fast from exposu1·e-are allowed only a 
little wood. 

Kove1nber 13.-I don't know what we shall do if we have to stay here this 
winter. 

I do hope and pray for better times to come soon. 
• * * • * • • 

November 19.-Three men are allowed to go for wood out of one hundred in 
the squad, but it is not enough to do us much good. 

November 20.-Rained all night and all day. \Ve are suffering everything here. 
I wish I could get word home in some way. 
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November 21.-Still raining. This yard is worse than any hog-pen I eyer saw. loaded with animal exhalations, was unfa>orable to the existence and action of 
We get just enough to ~at to live. the malarial poison. The absence of typhoid and typhus fevers among all the 
No'Vember 22.-I wish I could de&cribe the misery and suffering there is in this causes which are supposed to generate these diseases appears to be due to the 

pen. It can not be called anything else. · fact that the great majority of these prisoners had been in captivity in Virginia, 
November 23.-Ground frozen solid. I never suffered so much with cold as I at Belle Ialnnd, and in other parts of the Confederacy, for months, and even as 

did last night and to-day. Ninety-six have died in the twenty-four hours past. long as two years, and during this time they had been subjected to the same 
November 24.-I suppose this is Thanksgiving Day in New Hampshire, but it bad influences, aml those who had not had these fevers before either had them 

does not seem much like it here. To-day they gave us only quarter rations. during their confinement in Confederate prisons or else their systems, from 
God only knows what is to become of us here, but we must hope for the best, long exposure, were proof against their action. 
puttingentireconfidenceinourHeavenlyFather. Heonlycan briogusoutalive. The effects of scurvy were manifested on every hand, and in all its various 

NO'Vemher 25.-0nly one-quarter rations again to-day. The men are dying fast. stages, from the muddy, pale complexion, pale gums, feeble, languid muscular 
NotJembel' 26.-~o more r!tlions yet. motions, lowness of spirits, and fetid breath, to the dusky, dirty, leaden com-
Novembel' '%7.-We got half a loaf of bread to-day and some meat. plexion,swollen features, spongy, purple, livid, fungoid, bleeding gums, loose 
No'Vember 28.-0nly quarter rations to-day. I would give almost anything for teeth, rederoatous limbs covered with livid vibices aod petechire, spasmodically 

enough to satisfy my hunger. flexed, painful and hardened extremities, spontaneous hemorrhages from mu-
November 29.-About four hundred enlisted in the rebel army to-day. I shall cons canals, and large, ill-conditioned spreading ulcers covered with a dark pur­

hfl.ve to be reduced more than I am now to enlist in their army. I never felt so plish fungous growth. I observed that in some of the cases of scurvy the paro· 
weak as I have to-day. Hope for more rations soon. I wish I could get some tid glands were greatly swollen, and in some instances t<> such an extent as to 
money from home in some way. preclude entirely the power to articulate. In several ca.."les of dropsy of the 

These memoranda. were closed November 30, 180-i. Young Holmes lingered abdomen and lower extremities, supervening upon scurvy, the patients affirmed 
in Salisbury prison until January 4, 1805, the date of his death. This simple and that previous to the appearance of the dropsy they had suffered wit11profuse and 
affecting narrath·e, which may be considered almost as the dying statement of· obstinate diarrhea, and that when this was checked by a change of diet, from 
one who suffered and fell a martyr to Southern cruelty, gives us a glimpse of Indian corn-bread baked with the husk, to boiled rice, the dropsy appeared. 
the fearful character of the sufferings endured in this prison. The severe pains and livid patches were frequently associated with swellings 

. Mr. Irvin H. Smith, who was a prisoner at Salisbury, reaching there December in \"arious parts, and especiaiJy in the lower extremities, accompanied with 
6, 1864, say8 that no shelter was provided, and for the first few nigltts they slept stiffness and contractions of the knee joints and ankles. and often with.a bruwny 
on the ground. .After a little while they went to digging boles with any tools feel of the parts, as if lymph bad been efl'used between the integuments and 
they could procure, using a case-knife and half C!\nteen, digging a hole about aponeuroses, preventing- the motion of the skin over the swollen parts. Many 
two feet square and five feet deep and then tunneling out.. A fire-place was of the prisoners believed that the scurvy was contagi:ms, and I saw men guard­
built in one end. In this they slept nights, and staid most of the daytime. ing their wells and springs, fearing lest some men suffering with the scurvy 

The rations were issued at any time in tho day that happened. The divisions might use the water and thus poison them. I observed also numerous cases 
were hi charge of a sergeant-major, and the squads in charge of a sergeant. of hospital gangrene and of spreading scorbutic ulcers, which had supervened 
The regular ration was bread, rice, and soup, the bread being sometimes made upon slight injuries. The scorbutic ulcers presented a dark, purple, fungoid, 
of com-meal, sometimes of corn-meal ground cobs antl all, some from wheat, ele,·ated surface, with livid swollen edges, and exuded a thin, fetid, sanious 
some from shorts, and some from a. mixture of these. The rations were cooked fluid instead of pus. Many ulcers which originated from the scorbutic con­
in houses inside of the yard. Besides these rations they got occasionally about dition of the system appeared to become truly gangrenous, assuming all the 
three spoonfuls of molasses two or three times in three months, and now and characteristics of hospital gangrene. From the crowded condition, filthy bah­
then a few small potatoes. The bread wa.s from 4 to 8 ounces in weight, nnd is- its, bad diet, and dejected, dept•essed condition of the prisoners, their systems 
sued once a day. Once in six or eight days they drew half rations of bread. bad become so disordered that the smallest abrasion of the skin from the rub­
The :ration of soup wa.s about half a pint, without seasonin5 of any kind. He bing of a shoe, or from the effects of the sun, or from the prick of a splinter, or 
says: from scratching, or a mosquito bite in some cases, took on rapid and frightful 

"One day while dipping the rice soup out to our squad we found the front ulceration and gangrene. ' I he long use of salt meat, ofttimes imperfectly cured, 
part of an ox's head, with no meat on it except the eyes. Sergeant Alvin S. as weiJ as the almost total deprivation of vegetables and fruit, appeared to be 
Eaton, of the same company and regiment as myself, took the bead to our hole tlte chief causes of the scurvy. I carefully examined tbe bakery and the bread 
as our portion of the soup. \Ve took tlte eyes out and ate them with a good furnished the prisoners, and found that they were supplied almost entirely with 
relish." corn-bread from which the husk had not been separated. This husk acted as an 

Meat Wll.S issued to the iuen once in six to ten days, 2 ouncelS or thereabouts, irritant to the alimentary canal, without adding any uutdment to the bread. 
at each time. Such luxuries a.s tails paunches, and windpipes of beeves were As far a.s my examination extended, no fault could be found with the mode 
issued to the men occasionally, but did not reach the division of 1\Ir, Smith. in which the bread was baked; the difficulty lay in the failure to separate the 

The quantity of wood issued to each squad was what one to seven men could husk from the corn meal. I strongly urged the preparation of large quantities 
carry by going once a day a distance of ten or fifteen rods. It was broken up of soup made from the cow and calves' beads with tho braim and tongues, to 
with railroad spikes. '£he supply of water was very limited, there being which a liberal supply of sweet potatoes and vegetables might have been ad­
some five or six wells in the y>~.rd, from which the water was drawn in tin cups. vantageously added. The materials existed in abundance for the preparation 
These wells were exhausted very early in the morning. About 10,000 prisoners of such soup in large quantities with but little additional expense. Such ali­
were put into Salisbury from the 1st of October to the Jst of December. The meat would have been not only highly nutritious, but it would also have acted 
men were \"cry dirty, filthy, and ragged. Tne C!\mp was kept comfortably as an efficient remedial agent for the removnl of the scorbutic condition. The 
clean except around the sinks. The first floor of the building was occupied as sick within the stockade lay under several long sheds which were originally 
a hospital, and the second and third floors by the rebel authorities for rebel built for barracks. These shedil covered two floors, which were open on a.ll 
prisoners. Citizen prisoners were confined in a building near the mill. The sides. The sick lay upon the bare boards or upon such ragged blankets as they 
hospital-room was insufficient for the wants of the prisoners and badly ftu·- possessed, without, as far as I observed, any bedding or even straw. Pits for 
nished. Many of the prisoners almost entirely lost their senses. Snow fell tlte reception of feces were dug within a few feet of the lower floor, and they 
several times t<> the depth of se,·eral inches, and remained on the ground from were almost never unoccupied by those suffering from diarrhea. The hagg-ard, 
one to three days. Most of the time during the winter it was quite cold for a distressed countenances of these miserable, complaining, dejected living skele­
sonthern climate. Mr. Smith describes the shooting near him of one of the tons, crying for medical aid and food, and cursing their Government for its re­
prisoners by the rebel guard, a case apparenlly of unproyoked murder, for fusn.l to exchange pdsoners, and the ghastly corpses, with their glazed eyeballs 
which no punishment followed. At this time guard duty was performed there staring up into vacant space, with the flies swarming down their open and grin­
by the Sixty-ninth South Carolina, composed largely of boys from sixteen to ning mouths and over their ragged clothes, infested with numerous lice, as they 
twenty years of age. lay among the sick and dying, formed a picture of helpless, hopeless misery, 

The dead were carried out nnd deposited in what wastermedthedead-house. which it would be impossible to portray by words or by the brush. 
From thence they were taken in a cart about half a mile from the yard and * * * * .. .. * 
~uriedin d_it.cbes. From twenty to sixty bodit:s would be lying in the dead-house The patients and attendants, near two thousand in number, are crowded into 
10-ir_~~ s~~~~·~;;,·ived at Salisbury soon after the attempted escape, and states that this confined space, and are b~t poorly supplied. with old and ragged tents. 
some thirty or forty were wounded. The pri"oners were released from Salis- Large numb~rs of t~em were without a~y bunks m the tents, and lay upon the 
bury February 22,1865. Out of a squad of one hundred, sixty died. ground, ofLttme:o wtthout even a. blanket. N? ~?eds or straw appeared to 

Closing his description of the prisons 1\'Ir. Smith says: have been fu~mshed. .The tent;9 extend to wttbm a. fe"! y~rds of the s~all 
"I was able t<> march to Goldsborough with the rest of the well men, but 1 stre~m, the eas~ern portion of ~hteb, as we ,have before. satd, IS used as a. pnvy 

was very weak, physically and mentally. After arriving home I was confined a.nd 1~ loaded wt~l:t excrement~, a~d I obsen ed a. large ptle ?f cor_n-bread, bones, 
to my room six weeks. It was an awful sight to see these wretched men move a~d tilth ?f all km.ds, ?O feet m dtameter and several feet m betght:.swarml!lg 
about the vard, and hear the hack, hack, hack, that came from the lips of those ~Ith myr~nds of flies, 10 a. vacant sp~~ near the pots used for cookmg. l't~ll· 
about to die. But more horrible than all other scenes was the dead· cart. There Ion~ of fltes sw;~ rmed over ev~rythm., and covered the ~aces of. the sleep~g 
was no day in the week, or hour in the day from 8 a. m. to 4 p. ru., b~tt that this pat tents, and crawled down the~r ?pen mo~tths, and d':lpostted their maggots~~ 
dead-cart could be seen carrying the 1 ifeless forms of Union prisoners to their the _g:angrenous wou~ds of t_he hvmg and m the mouths of the dead: 1\losqut• 
long resting-place, with their bodies piled one ou the other, as market men pile t oe:;, m great numbe1s .also Infested the tents, and many of the patteJ?tS w~re 
hogs. There is an expression that goes to the grave on the face of a man th:1.t so s .• ung by t~ese pestiferous msects that they resembled those suffermg with 
dies of starvation that is heart-rending to look upon. I haYe seen men killed on a slight at~ack of th~ '?easles. . . . . 
more thnn a. dozen battle-fields; I have seen men die from battle-field wounds The pollee and h~ gten~ of the bospttal ~as defective 1? tbe extreme, the at­
of almost every de3cription; butneverhavei witnessed anything- taatso horri- tenda.~ts, who appeared m al~ost every mstane~ to ~ave bee!l selected from 
tied the senses, shocked the imagination, or led the mind to such diabolical tlte.ptl!~oners, sel?med to have m m.any cases but hllle mterest m ~he welfare of 
thoughts toward the enemies of my country and humanity as the sigltt of the'ie, thetr feLlow-~a~ttves .. The accusatiOn was rua.de .that the nurs~s 10 many cases 
my brother soldiers, thrown into that dead-cart as 'nude as when born, and 80 r?bi.Jed the ~!ck of thetr clothi':lg, money, and ratiOns, and c~rrte~ on a clan des-

' ed 'th dirt that it was almost impossible to tell a white from a black I h!lc tyade '\\Ith.the parole~ prtsoners .and Confed.erate ~ua1ds without the boa-
CO\ er, Wl . pttal mclosure m the clothmg and effects of the stck, dymg, and dead Federals. 
m1~·B u lsi ·n the i ter of 1863-'<H 4 000 prisoners were without shelter 'They certainl_y appe~red to neglect the comfort and cleanlines!l_of the sick in-

. e e e, I w n . . • ' . J . · trasted to thetr care In a most shameful manner, even after makmg due allow-
It will be remembered th~t durmg thts severe wmter the. ames Rivet~ was ances for the difficulties of the situation. 1\Tany of the sick were literally in­
fr?zen over, so tha~ the p~tsoners cro;osed safely from the Island to the ctty of I t d •itb di t and filth and covered with vermin When a gan,.renous 
Rtehmond on the 1ce. s.eet and ram 8torms occurred, and snow fell several crus e '\\ r . . b 1 . ·1 f h ., 
times to the dei>th of 3 or 4 inches, rendering the few A tents furnished almost wou.nd needed waslun~, the hm . w:s t uu~t ~uta htt e rom t e bla~l~et, or 
useless. Every ex edient was resorted to by the prisoners to keep from freez- boat d, or ru..gs upon which the pahe1 twas 1~ .in.,, and water poured ovet tt, and 
· The led into the ditches which surrounded the camp burrowed into all the pubescent matter al~owe<l to soak mto. the g-round floor of the tent. 
mg. ycraw . . d d f .- d 'f· d h The supply of rags for dressmg wounds was satd to be very scant, and I saw 
or lay close ~ogetne~ on the ba.re groun , an were o ten .oun rozen to eat the most filthy rags which had been applied se\"eral times, and imperfectly 
between thetr sleepmg comrades. washed, used in dressing recent wounds. \Vhere hospital gangrene was pre-

Of the di~ase iu these prisons another report made by Dr. Joseph vailing it waS! impossible for any wound to escape con!Agion und~r these cir-

J fi f a· 1 h · tr · th 1\I d' 1 C ll <Y f G eumstances. The results of the treatment of wounds In the hospttal were of 
~:mes, pro essor 0 me Ica ? emis. YIn e e ICa. 0 e'?e 0 eor- the most unsatisfactory character, from this neglect of cleanliness in the dress-

gta, who made a thorough Inspection of Andersonville pnson under ings and wounds themselves, as well as from various other ca.u~e'l which ,vill 
the direction of the Sl:!-rgeon-general of the Confederacy, gives the iol- be more fully considered. I saw several gangrenous wounds filled with mag-

lowing statement: g<?f,T;e air of the tents was foul and disagreeable in the extreme, and in fact the 
Scurvy, diarrhea, dysentery, and hospital gangrene were the pre\"ailing entire grounds emitted a most nauseous and disgusting smell. !entered nearly 

diseases. I was surprised to find but a. few cases of malarial fever, and no well all the tents and carefully examined the cases of interest, and especially the 
marked cases either of typhus or typhoid fever. The absence of the different cases of gangrene, upon numerotiS occn-sions, during the pro!>ecution of my 
forms of malarial fever may be accounted for in the supposition that the artifi- pathological inquiries at Andersonville, and therefore enjoyed every opportu­
oial atmosphere of the stockade, crowded densely with human beings and nity to judge correctly of the hygiene and police of the hospital • 

.. 

. .- . 



• 

I • .· . : 
.· ..: 

1890. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE. ·.- 3645 
There appeared to be almost absolute indifference and neglect on the part oi 

the patients of personal cleanliness: their persons and clothing in most in· 
stances, and especially those suffering with gangrene and scorbutic ulcers, were 
filthy in the extreme and covered with ver~in. It was too often the c.a~e that 
patients were received from the stockade In a. most deplorable cond1t10n. I 
have seen men brought in· from the stockade in a. dying condition, begrimed 
from head to foot with their own excrements, and so black. from smoke and filth 
that they resembled negroes rather than white men. That this description of 
the sfockade and hospital has not been overdrawn will appear from the reports 
of the surgeons in charge appended to this report. 

In the five prisons named 39,147 died, and in the smaller prisons, 
which have not been enumerated, about 10,591 died during the same 
period, making a grand total of 49,738, being 29.8 of the whole num­
ber confined. 

Up to the time of the battle of Gettysb~ugh the exchange1 with the 
exceptionofaf~w weeks, had been uninterrupted, andconsequentlythose 
who werf:' taken prisoners were immediately paroled or held in cap­
tivity but a short time. It must be admitted as an undeniable scien­
tific truth that the exposure to privations and the sufferings of a large 
body of men in an incredibly short time would cause strain on the 
constitutions of the survivors that must have wrought hopeless and ir­
reparable injury. It is hardly credible that the man who survived the 
hardships that killed so large a proportion of his comrades would not 
have his vitality diminished and his days shortened by what proved so 
fatal to them. In support of this po3ition I get from the official report 
of Dr. Joseph Jones, professor of medical chemistry at Augusta, Ga., 
the following: 

1. The great mortality among the Federal prisoners confined in the military 
prison at Andersonville was not referable to climatic causes or to the nature 
of the soil and waters. 

2. The chiefcausesof death were scurvy and its results and bowel affections, 
chronic and acute diarrhea and dysentery. The bowel atlections appear t-o have 
been due to the diet, the habits of the patients, the depressed, dejected state of 
the nervous system aud moral aud intellectual powers, and to the effluvia aris­
ing from the decomposing animal and vegetable filth. '£he eff"ects of salt meat 
nnd an unvarying diet of corn-meal, with but few vegetables and imperfect sup­
plies of vinegar and sirup, were manifested in the great . prevalance of scurvy. 
'£his disease without doubt was also influenced to an important extent in its 
origin and course by the foul animal emanations. 

3. From the sameness of the food and from the action of t.he poisonous gllSes 
in the densely crowded and filthy stockade and hospital the blood was altered 
in its constitution, even before the manifestation of actual disease. In both the 
well and the sick the red corpuscles were diminished; and in all diseases un­
complicated with inflammation the fibrous element was deficient. In cases of 
ulceration of the mucous membrane of the int£stinal canal. the fibrous element 
of the blood was increased, while in simple diarrhea, uncomplicated with ulcer­
ation, it either diminished or else remained stationary. Heart clots were very 
common, if not universally present, in the cases of ulceration of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, while in the uncomplicated cases of diarrhea and scurvy the 
blood was fluid, and did not coagu 'a.te readily, and the heart clots and fibrous 
concretions were almost universally absent. From t.he watery condition of the 
blood there resulted various serous effusions into the pericardium, ventricles 
of the brain, and int-o the abdomen. In almost all the cases which I examined 
after death, even the most emaciated, there was more or less serious effusion 
into the abdominal cavity. In cases of hospital gangrene of the extremities 
and in cases of gangrene of the intestines, heart clots and fibrous coagulq. were 
universally present '£he presence of those clots in the cases of hospital gan­
grene, while they were absent in the cases in which there was no inflammatory 
symptoms, ustains the conclu ison that hospital gangrene is a species of inflam­
mation, imperfect and irreguar though it may be in its progress, in which the 
fibrous element and coagulation of the blood are increased, even in those who 
are suffering from such a condition of the blood, and from such diseases as are 
naturally accompanied with a decrease in the fibrous constituent. 

4. '£he fact that hospital gangrene appeared in the stockade first and originated 
spontaneously without any previous contagion and occurred sporadically all 
over the stockade and prison hospital was proof positive that this disease will 
arise whenever the conditions of crowding, filth, foul air, and bad diet are pres­
ent. '£he exhalations fro m the hospital and stockade appeared to exert their 
effects to a considerable distance outside of these localities. The origin of hos­
pital gangrene among these prisoners appeared clearly t-o depend in great meas­
ure upon the state of the general system induced by diet and various external 
noxious influences. The rapidity of the appearance and action of the gangrene 
depended upon the powers and state of the constitution, as well as upon the 
intensity of the poison in the atmosphere or upon the direct application of 
poisonous matter to the wounded surface. This was further illustrated by the 
important fact that hospital gangrene, or a disease resembling it in all essential 
respects, attacked the intestinal canal of patients laboring under ulceration of 
the bowels, although there were no local manifestations of gangrene upon the 
surface of the body. This mode of termination in cases of dysentery was quite 
common in the foul atmosphere of the Confederate States milit..·u-y hospital, in 
the depressed, depraved condition of the system of these Federal prisoners. 

5. A scorbutic condit-ion of the system appeared to favor the origin of foul 
ulcers, which frequently took on true hospital gangrene. Scurvy and hospital 
gangrene frequently existed in the same individual. In such cases vegetable 
diet, with vegetable acids, would remove the scorbutic condition without cur­
ing the hospital gangrene. From the results of the existing war for the estab· 
lishment of the independence of the Confederate States, o.s well as from the pub­
lished observations of Dr. Trotter, Sir Gilbert Blane, and others of the English 
navy and army, it is evident that the scorbutic <:ondition of the system, es­
pecially in crowded ships and camps, is most favorable to the origin and spread 
of foul ulcers and hospital gangrene. .As in the present case of A.ndei-sunville, 
so also in past times when medical hygiene was almost entirely neglected, 
those two diseases were almost universally associated in crowded ships. In 
many cases it was very difficult to decide at first whether the ulcer was a sim­
ple result of scurvy or of the action of the Frison or hospital gangrene, for there 
was great similarity in the appearance o the ulcers in the two diseases. So 
commonly have those two diseases been combined in their origin and action 
that the description of scorbutic ulcers, by many authors, evidently includes 
also many of the prominent characteristics of hospital gangrene. This will be 
rendered evident by an examination of the observations of Dr. Lind and Sir 
Gilbert Blane upon scorbutic ulcers. 

6. Gangrenous spots, followed by rapid destruction of tissue, appeared in some 
cases where there had been no known wound. 'Vithout such well established 
facts it might be assumed that the disease was propagated from one patient to 
nnother. In such a filthy and crowded hospital as that of the Confederate States 
militarv prison at Andersonville it was impossible to isolate the wounded from 
thesourcesof actual contact of the gangrenous matter. The flies swarming over 
the wounds and over filth of every kind, the filthy, imperfectly washed, and 

scanty supplies of rags, and the limited supply of washing utensils, the same 
wash-bowl serving for scores of patients. were sources of such constant circula­
tion of the gangrenous matter that the disease might rapidly spread from a sin· 
gle gangrenous wound. The fact already stated, that a form of moist gangrene, 
resembling hospital gangrene, was quite common in this foul atmosphere, in 
cases of dysentery, both with and without the existence of the disease upon the 
entire surface, not only demonstrates the dependence of the disease upon the 
8tate of the constitution, but proves in the clearest manner that neither the con­
tact of the poisonous matter of gangrene nor the direct action of the poisonous 
atmosphere upon the ulcerated surface is necessary to the development of the 
disaase. . 

7. In this foul atmosphere amputation did not arrest hospital gangrene; the 
dL'!ease almost invariably returned. Almost every amputation was followed 
finally by death, e ither from the effects of gangrene or from the prevailing diar­
rhea and dysentery. Nitric acid and escharotics generally, in this crowded at­
mosphere, loaded with noxious e:f:lluvia, exerted only temporary effects. After 
their application to the diseased surtaces the gangrene would frequently return 
with redoubled energy, and even after the gangrene had been completely re­
moved by local and constitutional treatment it would frequently return a.nd de­
stroy the patient. As far as my observation extended, very few of the cas~ of 
amputation for gangrene recovered. The progress of these cases w-.... freq uen tly 
very deceptive. I h11.ve observed after death the most extensive disorganization 
of the structures of the stump, when during life there was but little swelling of 
the part and the patient was apparently doing well. I endeavored to impress 
upon the medical officers the view that in this diseasetreatmentwasalmost use­
less without an abundant supply of pure, fresh air, nutritious food, aud tonics 
and stimulants. Such changes, however, as would allow of the isolation of the 
cases of hospital gangrene appeared to be .. ,ut of the power of the medical offi­
cers. 

8. The gangrenous mass was without '>::lie pus, and consisted chiefly of broken• 
down, disorganized structures. The reaction of the gangrenous matter in cer­
tain stages was alkaline. 

9. The best and, in truth, the only means of protecting large armies and navies. 
as well as prisoners, from the ravages of hospital gangrene is•to furnish liberal 
supplies of well cured meat, together with fresh beef and vegetables, and to en­
force a rigid system of hygiene. 

10. Finally, this gigantic mass of human misery calls loudly for relief, not 
only for the sake of suffering humanity, but also on account of our own brave 
soldiers now captives in the hands of the Federal Government. Strict justice to 
the gallant men of the Confederate armies who have been or who may be so un­
fortunate as to be compelled to surrender in battle demands that the Confeder­
ate Government should adopt that course which will best secure their health 
and comfort in captivity, or at least leave their enemies without a. shadow of an 
excuse for any violation of the rules of civilized warfare in the treatment of 
prisoners. -

Prisoners of war may not be entitled to any consideration as a class. 
They could only expect, among ot.her hardships, capture and imprison­
ment, bat they did have a right to demand when they were unfortu­
nately captured that they should not be abandoned by the Government 
and made to bear the greatest sufrerings in order to secure the end de­
sired by the authorities of the United States. It is reasonable to be 
presumed that our soldiers believed our Government strong enough to 
protect them in all emergencies, and that our Government could have 
done this bas never been questioned. 'fhe commanding general of the 
Army, under instructions and authority of the War Department, 
showed them a cheaper and a shorter way to t-erminate the war than 
that of extermination. It, however, involved the abandonment of all 
United States prisoner:s of war to a fate incident to the horrors of a 
heartless Confederacy. Our soldiers were left for months in the hands 
of an ill-provisioned and poorly supplied enemy, doubtless in pursu­
ance of a severe but necessary military policy, and in so doing the 
Government owes reparation for the resulting damages to the health 
of the survivors and to the widows and dependent relatives of the dead. 

At the time that this policy was adopted there were in Southern pris­
ons about 60,000 men. Of this number 20,000 had enlisted in 1861, 
and their term of service had consequently expired: This was a fact 
well known to our authorities. These men had served the three years 
for w bicb they had enlisted. Their term of service had expired. They 
were entitled to an honorable discharge and to be permitted to return 
to their homes. Is it not a just claim against the Governmeut that 
they were detained against thejr wills and compelled to undergo suf­
ferings too horrible to be believed if told to the present generation? At 
what amount would you fix the compensation if the case were before you 
as a jury? If it were possible for one of these men to bring suit against 
the Government and to show that he had been detained for twelve 
months, suffering indescribable hardships, after he was entitled to an 
honorable discharge, that then the Government received him on parol 
sick and exhausted, and without waiting for him to recruit his wasted 
strength or recover his health, without providing him with any of the 
medical care and attention that were necessary for him in his feeble con­
dition, theysummarilydischarged him, paiu him off, and senthimhome 
to spend w bat little money be might have in endeavoring to nurse him­
self back to health, you would giye him, not $2 a day, but $10,000 or 
$20,000 damages. 

The objection has been raised by many against prisoners of war re­
ceiving any special recognition on the ground that many preferred to 
be captured to continuing in active service. lt is possible that in a few 
cases before the exchange was interrupted this might be true, but 
it must be remembered that this bill can not in any way benefit those 
who were captured and immediately paroled or who remained but a 
few days in confinement. Objection might possibly hold good in ref­
erence to the latter class, but it is well known to every old soldier that 
Andersonville and the other prisons of the South were the terror of all 
men in time of danger. They would rather risk death itself on the 
battle-field than the prospect of being captured and taken to any of 
these prisons. 

The mortality of the entire Army, according to the figures furnished 
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by the War Department, gives a grand total of 359,528 as the total 
ioss, or 15. 4, by death during the late war of the rebellion. The deaths 
in the prisons were 29.8, or nearly donble those from all other causes 
in the service. The percentage of those killed in battle or who died 
of wounds received on the field is less than 5, showing that the man 
who went into an engagement stood five times as good a chance toes­
cape with his life as the man who was sent to prison. This, I think, is 
asufficient answerto thechargethat mensufrered themselvestobecapt­
nred to escape the dangers of the battle-field. But, it will be asked, 
why should prisoners of war be paid a per diem for time spent in cap· 
tivity? The soldier on the battle-field, when he fell a victim to 
disease, had every aid, care, and attention known to medical skill 
and science, while the prisoner in the late war was absolutely without 
the care, nursing, proper food, shelter, or any of the other means used 
to combat disease and restore the body to health and strength. And 
this was not the case of a few days, or even weeks, but, indeed, in 
many cases it continued for as long a time as a year and half. Con­
sider the effect of the continuance for months of unchecked diarrhea, 
rheumatism, disease of the lungs and heart, or any of the countless 
complications that beset prisoners of war, not in a few instances, but 
in so many cases as to make it well-nigh universal. 

The large majority of those to be benefited by this bill were held as 
prisoners of war until March 6, 1865, and not one in twenty was fitted 
to resume active service if there had been duty to perform, and as their 
terms had nearly all expired they were promptly discharged. Who 
paid the bills-for treatment and care for the months, and in some in­
stances years, that followed? The Government did not offer to pay a 
single dollar. The soldier who had, through privation and disease, 
suffered everything but death itself, made such recovery as he might 
at his own expense or that of his friends. Not only this, but he suf­
fered great loss through inability to labor to earn even the smallest 
pittance. Consider the weakness and inanition of one who has long 
suffered from the most exhausting diseases even when he has conva­
lesced. 

Many of these brave men, too, were deprived of all opportunity of 
promotion and of all chance to re-enlist when their terms of servioe had 
expired and receive the generous bounty offered by the Government to 
the old veterans. In a multitude of cases men lost considerable amounts 
when they were taken prisoners. Money that they had was taken from 
them, and also their extra clothing, and in many cases they were stripped 
of that which they had on their persons. In one case a friend of mine, 
an officer in the Army, who had been paid the day before his capture, 
received quite an amount of money, which, in addition to his personal 
effects, his captors dispossessed him of and never returned. The Govern­
ment has never offered restitution in such cases. Is it asking too much 
of this rich and prosperous nation to make good at least a part of this 
expense and los.'>? Should this Government shrink from making what 
amends it may? While it is frankly admitted that the relief proposed 
by the second section of this bill-a per diem for the time spent in con­
finement-will afford but unequal relief, yet it is deemed the best that 
can be sug~ested at this time. 

In making an estimate of the cost of this bill your committee have 
accepted the figures given in House Report No. 45, Fortieth Congress, 
as follows: 
The War Department tables on page 273, etc., show that Union soldiers 

we1·e captured ......................................................................................... 197, 617 

About one-half of this number were confined in prisons and prison-pens 
[House Report No. 45, Fortieth Congress, third session,"\Var Depart­

ment tables:) 
Of these prisoners, died at-

Andersonville, Ga ................................................................ .. 
Richmond, Va. ......................................................................... . 
Charleston, S. C ...................................................................... . 
1\Iontgomery, .Ala ................................................................... . 
.Atlanta, Ga ................................................. ........................... .. 
Cahaba, Ala ........................................................................... .. 
?tlacon,Ga. .............................................................................. .. 
Lynchburgh, Va. ........................... ......... ................................ . 
Millen, Ga .............................................................................. . 
1\Iobile, Ala. ............................................................. 4 .............. .. 

~~1!~~~~0~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

13,705 
3,450 

582 
198 
112 
147 
188 

29 
19 
17 
36 
23 

157 Miscellaneous (in 46 other prisons) ........................................ . 

sa\~b~,r;~~~:.~-~~~~·-~-~~:,~~~-~~.~~~~~-~~:~~~.:-~~-~~..... 12,174 

~~:ru~v-~~:::.:::·.·:::::.::·::.·::.::::·.·::.::::::·:::.:::::·::.:::::·.:::::::::::::·::.::: i:~~ 
Florence, .Ala........................................ .. . . .... . ... ... ...... .. .. .. . . . .. .... 2, 969 

98,808 

37,602 

Released from prison in 1865.. ....................... ........... .... ...... .. .. .. ... ...... 61, 206 

And from the best information obtainable your committee estimate 
that from 1865 to 1890, 28,648 ex-prisoners have died, leavin~ alive to­
day 32,558. Two-thirds of these would probably be entitled to the bene­
fitaof the- second section of this act and would receive on an average 
$350 each, making $7,500,000 as the total amount required to pay tha 
per diem under this section. 

That these men are entitled to special relief can not be denied. There 
can be no comparison instituted between the hardships and_ suffer~~ 
of the prisoners of war and of those who suffered only the ordmary ViCIS­

situdes of war. Non-exchange of prisoners was part of the plan of the 
Government in crushing out the rebellion. I do not care now to dis-

cuss the measure of responsibility incurred by the United States in re· 
fusing to exchange. It was undoubtedly the violation of the implied 
contract between the soldier and his Government, which agreed to 
succor him in sickness and distress as fully as he had agreed to serve 
its cause in the field. It was justifiable only on the ground of the ne· 
cessity of war. If, through the adoption of this plan, less suffering in 
the aggregate was brought to the country, it maybe justifiable, hutto 
refuse to afford relief to the survivors at this time is utterly inexcusable. 
Stripped of all the protection and consideration that a nation owes its 
soldiers, left entirely desolate and at the mercy of every adverse influ­
ence, there should be no quibbles now regarding measures of relief as 
to the justice of their claim. 

Here are a few thousand men selected by the nation to be the great 
martyrs of the cause; selected to stand in the place of others, selected 
to perform the greatest service without hope of promotion or compen­
sation. \Vhen the Government was poor they made no claim, and in 
all the years that have intervened no class of the gallant defenders of 
our country has been more modest in its claims; but now that the 
Government is able to discharge its obligations to all classes of claim­
ants, these ex-prisoners of war ask soine remuneration for the extraor­
dinary losses and hardships they bad to suffer. In the name of jus­
tice and of common humanity and in behalf of these brave and heroic 
men, I ask for the passage of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the motion of the 
gentleman from Kansas to suspend the rules and pass the bill as read. 

The question was taken; the House proceeded to divide-­
Mr. CHEADLE and others. Let us have the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
~he question was taken; and there were-yeas 143, nays 78, not 

votmg 106; as follows: 

Adams, 
Allen, Mich. 
.Anderson, Kans. 
.A.I·nold, 
.Atkinson, Pa. 
Baker, 
Banks, 
Bartine, 
Bnrwig, 
Bayne, 
Belknap, 
Berp:e"l, 
Boothman, 
Brookshire, 
Brosius, 
Buchanan, N.J. 
Burrows, 
Burton, 
Butterworth, 
Bynum, 
Caldwell, 
Cam))bell, 
Cannon, 
Carter, 
Caswell, 
Cheadle, 
Chipman, 
'Clancy, 
Clark,\ Vis. 
Coleman, 
Comstock, 
non neil, 
Cooper, Ind. 
Cooper, Ohio 
Co"\""ert, 
Craig, 

Anderson, Miss. 
.Andrew, 
Bankhead, 
Barnes, 
Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Boatner, 
Breckinridge, Ky. 
Buchanan, Va. 
Bunn, 
Candler, Ga. 
Carlisle, 
Catchings, 
Clarke, Ala. 
Clements, 
Crain, 

YEAS-143. 
Culbertson, Pa.. 
Cutcheon., 
Dalzell, 
DeHaven, 
DeLano, 
Dingley, 
Dolliver, 
Dorsey, 
Dunnell, 
Farquhar, 
Fithian, 
Flick, 
Forman, 
Funston, 
Oear, 
Gest, 
Greenhalge, 
Grosvenor, 
Grout, 
Hall, 
Haugen, 
Haynes, 
Henderson, Ill. 
HendersoiL; Iowa. 
Hermann, 
Hill 
Hitt', 
Holman, 
Hopkins, 
llouk, 
Kelley, 
Kennedy, 
Kerr,Pa. 
Kin;;ey, 
Knapp, 
Lacey, 

La. Follette, 
Laidlaw, 
Laws, 
Lind 
Lodge, 
1\Iagner, 
Martin, Ind. 
?ticComas, 
McCormick, 
McKenna, 
McKinley, 
1\Ioffit.t, 
Moore, N.H. 
1tiorey, 
Mot-rill, 
Morrow, 
Morse, 
Mudd, 
O'Donnell, 
O'Neill, Pa. 
Osborne, 
Owens, Ohio 
Payson, 
Perkins, 
Peters, 
Pickler, 
Pugsley, 
Quinn, 
Ray, 
Reed, Iowa. 
ReillY, 
Reyburn, 
Rockwell, 
Rowell, 
Russell, 
Sawyer, 

N.A.Y8-78. 
Dibble, Lawler, 
Dockery, Lee, 
Dunphy, Lester, Ga.. 
Elliott, Lewis, 
Ellis, Martin, Tex. 
Enloe, McClammy, 
Flower, ~IcOrea.ry, 
Forney, Mcl\Hllin, 
Gibson, McRae, 
Goodnight, l\lills, 
Grimes, 1t1ontgomery, 
Hare, lt1organ, 
Heard, Norton, 
Hemphill, Oates, 
Henderson, N.C. O'Neall, Ind. 
Herbert, Outhwaite, 

Crisp, 
Culberson, Tex. 
Cummings, 
Dargan, 

Hooker, Peel, 
• Kilgore, Penington, 

Lane, Perry, 
Lanham, Pierce, 

NOT VOTING-106. 
A.bbott, Brower, 
.Alderson, Brown, J. B. 
Allen,Miss. Browne,T.M. 
Atkinson, W.Va. Browne, Va... 
Beckwith, Brunner, 
Belden, Buckalew, 
Biggs, Bullock, 
Bingbnm, Candler, Mass. 
Bliss, Carlton, 
Blount, Ca.rnth, 
Boutelle, Cheatham, 
Bowden, Clunie, 
Breckinridge, Ark. Cobb, 
Brewer, Co211well, 
Brickner, Conger, 

Cothran, 
Cowles, 
Darlington, 
Davidson, 
Edmunds, 
Evans, 
Ewart, 
Featherston, 
Finley, 
Fitch. 
Flood, 
Fowler, 
Frank, 
Geissenhainer, 
Gifford, 

Scranton, 
Scull, 
Sherman, 
Shively, 
Simonds, 
Smith, Ill, 
Smyser, 
Snider, 
Spooner, 
Springer, 
Stephenson, 
Stivers, 
Stockbridge, 
Struble, 
Taylor, E. B. 
Taylor, Til. 
Taylor, Tenn. 
Thomas, 
Thompson, 
Townsend, Colo. 
Townsend, Pa. 
Tracey, 
Turner, Kans. 
VandEJVer, 
Waddill, 
Wade, 
Wallace, Mass. 
Wallace, N.Y. 
Watson, 
Whiting, 
Wickham, 
Williams Dl. 
Wilson. 'Vash. 
Yardley, 
Yoder. 

Price, 
Richardson, 
Rogers, 
Sayers, 
Skinner, 
Stewart, Ga. 
Stewart, Tex. 
Stockdale, 
Stone, Ky. 
Ta.rsney, 
Tillman, 
Turner, Ga.. 
Venable, 
Walker, Mo. 
Washington, 
Wheeler, Ala. 
Wike, 
Wilson, W.Va. 

Hansbrough, 
Harmer, 
Hatch, 
Hayes, 
Kerr, Iowa. 
Ketcham, 
Lansing, 
Leblbach, 
Lester,Va. 
1\Iaish, 
Mansur, 
Mason, 
MoA.doo, 
McCarthy. 
McClellan, 
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McCord, Paynter, Smith, W.Va. 
Miles, Phelan, Spinola, 
Milliken, Post, Stahlnecker, 
Moore, Tex. Quackenbush, Stewart, Vt. 
:Mutchler, Raines, Stone, Mo. 
Niedringhaus, Randall, Stump, 
Nute, Rife, Sweney, 
O'Fenall, Robertson, Taylor, J. D. 
O'Neil, Mass. Rowland, Tucker, 
Owe~ Ind. Rusk, Turner, N.Y. 
Parrett, Sanford, Turpin, 
Payne, Seney, VanSchaick, 

Walker, Mass. 
Wheeler, Mich. 
Whitthorne, 
Wiley, 
Wilkinson, 
Willcox:, 
Williams, Ohio 
Wilson, Ky. 
Wilson, Mo. 
Wright. 

The following pairs until further notice were announced: 
:Mr. THOMAS M. BROWNE with Mr. JASON B. BROWN. 
Mr. BECKWITH with Ur. GEISSENHA..INER. 
1\1r. BROWNE, of Virginia, with Mr. O'FERRALL. 
1\fr. FINLEY with Mr. CANDLER, of Georgia. 
l\lr. W:HEELER, of Michigan, with ~fr. COWLES. 
Mr. SWEl\EY with 1\ir. ,MANSUR. 
Mr. RANDALL with Mr. O'NEIL, of Massachusetts. 
... \Ir. FRANK with Mr. HATCH. 
Mr. HAR.:UER with Ur. BRECKINRIDGE, of Arkansas. 
.Mr. OWEN, of Indiana, with Mr. PARRETT. 
Mr. BREWER with 1\Ir. STUMP. 
Mr. BLISS with 1\ir. STONE, of Missouri. 
Mr. McCoRD with 1\Ir. HAYES. 
Mr. GIFFORD with Mr. WHITTHORNE. 
Mr. EVANS with Mr. PHELAN. 
1\Ir. LEIILDACH with Mr. WILEY. 
Mr. ATKINSON, ofWestVirginia, with :Mr. ALDERSON. 
Mr. DARLINGTON with Mr. MCADOO, until Tuesday next. 
Mr. BowD~ with Mr. LESTER, of Virginia, for Monday and Tuesday. 
The following were announced as being paired for the rest of the day: 
1\ir. QuACKENBUSH with Mr. MooRE, of Texas. 
Mr. NUTE with Mr. CARUTH. 
Mr. KETCHAM with Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR with lli. COBB. 
Mr. KERR, of Iowa, with lli. ABBOTT. 
1\Ir. BELDEN with Mr. DA YIDSON. 
1\Ir. BROWER with Ur. WILSON, of ])!aryland. 
Mr. WRIGHT with 1\'Ir. PAYNTER. 
Mr. BINGHAM with Mr. CARLTON. 
Mr. HANSBROUGH with l\1r. ROBERTSON". 
Mr. W ALKER1 of Massachusetts, with Mr. BULLOCK. 
Mr. MILLIKEN with 1\Ir. TUCKER. 
Mr. CHEATHAM with Mr. BIGGS. 
Mr. BOUTELLE with 1Ir. TURNER, of New York. 
Mr. PoST with Mr. ROWLAND. 
Mr. REED, ofiowa, with Mr. McCLELLAN. 
Mr. CONGER with Mr. WILLIAMS, of illinois. 
Mr. COGSWELL with Mr. BLOUNT. 
Mr. CANDLER, of Massachusetts, with Ur. BRICKNER. 
Mr. NUTE. Mr. Speaker, when I a.,<YTeed to pair I did not antici­

pate this matter coming up to-day; I am heartily in favor of the bill, 
but in consequence of my pair I have refra,ined from voting. · 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of illinois. I am paired with Mr. CONGER, of 
Iowa; but I am satisfied if he were present he would vote for this bill, 
and I have voted in the affirmative myself. 

On motion of Mr. McKINLEY, by unanimous consent, the reading 
of the names was dispensed with. 

Mr. SPEAKER. On this question the yeas are 143, nays 1'8; and, 
two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the motion to suspend the 
rnles and pass the bill is lost. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. REED, of Iowa. I rise to submit a conference report. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I move that the Honse do now adjourn. 
Mr. McKINLEY. If the gentleman will yield to me for one mo­

ment-
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa presents a conference 

report. 
Mr. McMILLIN. I withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

UNITED STATES COURTS, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. REED, of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I submit a conference report, 
which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 

the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 778) to regulate the sittings of 
courts of the United States within the district of South Carolina, having met, 
after full and free conference have agreed to recommend and do recommend to 
their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Sen-
ate, and agree to the same. 

J. W. STEW ART, 
J. R. REED, 
JOHN S. HENDERSON, 

Managers on the part of the House. 
JAB. F. WILSON, 
,V, M. EVARTS, 
J. Z. GEORGE, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 

?!Ir. HOLMAN. I ask for the reading of the statement accompany­
ing the report. 

Mr. REED, of Iowa. I will say to the gentleman-
The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that there is no statement 

as required by the rule. If insisted upon the report can not be con­
sidered now. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I understand this is in regard to holding terms of 
court, and the parties concerned are satisfied, so I shall make no objec­
tion. 

The report was adopted. 
ADDITIONAL COPIES OF TARIFF BILL AND REPORTS. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, thismorning, by unanimous consent, 
the Honse ordered the printing of 25,000 c.opies of the tariff bill with 
the accompanying report and the views of the minority. I have learned 
that the cost of the printing will be in excess of $500, and, therefore, 
that a 'concnrrent resolution is necessary. I desire now to ask that the 
order of the morning be set aside and that the concurrent resolution 
which I send to the desk be adopted. · 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the action taken this morning, 
ordering the printing of extra copies of the bill, will be rescinded . 

. There was no objection. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That there be 
printed 25,000 copies of Rouse bill 9416, to include the report of the committee 
and the views of the minority, in pamphlet form, 23,000copies for the use of the 
Bouse, to be distributed equally among the members, and 2,000 for the use of 
the Senate. 

The resolution was adopted. 
TARIFF BILL A~"'"D COMP A.RATIVE TABLES. 

.Mr. McKTh""LEY. I now offer the following resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Resol1:ed, That 2,000 copies of House bill9416, to reduce the revenue and equal­

ize duties on imports, together with the comparative m.bles prepared by direc­
tion of the Committee on Ways and 1\Ieans, beprintedfortheuseoftheHouse. 

The resolution was adopted. 
LEA YE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. TuRNER, of New York, for two days on account of impor­

tant business. 
To Mr. QuACKENBUSH, for this week, on account of important busi­

ness. 
ORDER OF BUSINE..'lS. 

1\Ir. McKINLEY. I move that the Honse do now adjourn, but 
pending that yield for a moment to the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
FUNSTON]. 

OPTIOXS A~D FUTURES. 
Mr. FUNSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 500 

additional copies be printed of House bill5353 and the reports on the 
sa~e, that being what is known as the "options bill." The supply 
prmted has been exhausted. 

Mr. McCREARY. What is the title of the bill? 
The SPEAKER. It is what is called the "options bill." 
Mr. UcCREARY. I asked what the title of the bill was. 
The SPEAKER. "A bill defining 'options' and futures.'" ~rs there 

objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none, and it is so or­
dered. 

The motion of Mr . .McKINLEY was then agreed to; and (~t 5 o'clock 
and 7 minutes p. m.) the Honse adjourned. 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, the following communications were 
taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows: 

PUBLIC BUILDING AT FRANKFORT, KY. 
Let_te~ from the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting th~t an ap­

propnatiOn may be made for the payment of certain sums due for labor 
and material supplied in the construction of the public bnilding at 
Frankfort, Ky.-to the Committee on Appropriations. 

COliPENSATION OF W. H. A.RSOUX. 
Letter from the Secreta.ry of the Treasury, transmitting a communi­

cation fron;t the Secretary of the Navy, requesting an appropriation for 
compensating W. H. Arnonx for his services as counsel dming the Con­
gressional investigation into the facts connected with the Jeannette 
-4-rctic expedition-to the Committee on Appropriations. 

DEFICIENCY IN CONTINGE~'T EXPENSES IN N A YY DEP A.RTMENT. 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a copy of a 

communication from the Secretary of the Navy submitting an esti­
mate of deficiency in appropriation for contingent expenses in theN avy 
Department-to the Committee on Appropriations. 

REPAms OF OLD CUSTOl'II-HOUSE BUILDING, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, requesting an appropria· 

tion for certain repairs in the old custom-house building at St. Louis, 
Mo. -to the Committee on Appropriations. 

"!!!!!lllii 
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.AFFAIRS IN THE OVERFLOWED .QISTRICTS OF LOUISIANA. 

Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a copy of a telegram 
of the 9th instant from the Deputy Quartermaster-General in charge of 
the Quartermaster-General's Office to the quartermaster at New Orleans, 
and a copy of his reply thereto of the 12th instant, together with a 
copy of his report of the 14th instant, in regard to the condition of af­
fairs in the overflowed districts of St. James and Ascension Parishes, 
Louisiana-to the Committee on Appropriations. : 

DR.EDGING EASTERN BRANCH OF THE POTOMAC. 

Letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting copies of letters from 
the Secretary of the Navy, and their accompaying papers, suggesting· 
the importance of dredging the channd of the Eastern Branch of the 
Potomac River to the depth of20 feet from the navy-yard to Giesboro' 
Point-to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, the following resolutions were intro­
duced and referred as follows: 

By :M:r. KELLEY: 
Resolved, That the Doorkeeper of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized 

to employ an assistant foreman in the folding-room of the House during the 
Fifty-first Congress, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House, until 
otherwise provided for, a. salary at the rat~ of$1,200 per annum; 

to the Committee on Accounts. 
By 1\Ir. DORSEY: 

Be it resolved ~y the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby directed to increase the Treas­
ury purchase aud coinage of silver bullion t-o the maximum amount authorized 
by "An act to authorize the coinage of the standard silver dollar and to restore 
its legal-tender character," which act was passed over t.he veto of the President 
and became a law February 28, 1878; 

to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 
By Mr. BUTTERWORTH (by request): 

.Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, requested 
to transmit to the House of Representatives a list of all claims allowed by the 
acc01mting officers of the Treasury enumerated in the House Executive Docu­
ments Nos. 55 and 153, Forty-eighth Congress, second session, for which appro­
priations have not been made; 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

REPORTS OF COMUITTEES. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XITI, reports of committees were delivered 
to the Clerk and disposed of as follows: 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Tennessee, from the Committee on War Claims, 
reported- with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 2377) to pay 
Emma S. Cameron, widow of James Cameron, for property taken and 
used by the Army during the late war-to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. SPINOLA, from the Committee on War Claims, reported favor­
ably the following bills; which were severally referred to the Commit­
tee of the Whole House: 

A bill (H. R. 8462) to remove limitation from claims of Henry L. 
Potter- and 

A biYl (S. 294) for the relief of the trustee of St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church at Uartinsburgh, ·w. V a. 

Mr. MAISH, from the Committee on War Claims, reported favorably 
the following bills of the House; which were severally referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House: 

A. bill (H. R. 7966) for the relief of the heirs of Edntund Wolf; and 
A bill (H. R. 8116) for the relief of Alexander Stoddart, of New 

York. 
Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, from the Committee on War Claims, re­

ported favorably the following bills; which were severally referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House: 

A bill (S. 153) for the relief of Pearson C. Montgomery, of Memphis, 
Tenn.; 

A bill (H. R.1859) for the relief of the Catholic Church at Macon 
City, Mo.; 

A bill (H. R. 1064) for the relief of Bertrand and Gaudin Cazes; 
A bill (H. R. 2761) for the relief of Lewis D. Allen; 
.A bill (H. R. 3433) for the relief of the heirs of Miguel Salinas; and 
A bill (H. R. 8337) for the relief of Mrs. Ann E. Heiskell. 
Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, also, from the Committee on War Claims, 

reported with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 4075) for there­
lief of Francis Millet-to the Committee of the Whole Honse. 

He also, from the same committee, to which were referred the follow­
ing bills of the House: 

A bill (H. R. 5692) for the relief ofl. B. Beard, of East Carroll Par­
ish, Louisiana; 

A bill (H. R. 6858) for the relief of the estate of Richard Hig.,<rins; 
A bill (H. R. 7228) for the relief of :Uary .A. Stowers, administratrix 

of Samuel Stower&; 
A bill (H. R. 7485) for the relief of Henry W. Long; 
A bill (H. R. 7653) for the :relief of Mary E. Monahan; 

A bill (H. R. 7441) for the relief of Mary A. Dougherty and MB­
shall Davis, of Yazoo County, Mississippi; 

A bill (H. R. 7481) for the relief of the heirs of the estate of William 
:M:. Kimmons, deceased; and 

A bill (H. R. 8329) for the relief of J. J. Bailey, of Shelby County, 
Tennessee, 
:reported in lieu thereof the following :resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House: 

Resolved, That the following bills: H. R. 5692, 6858, 7228, 7485, 7653, 7441, 7ml. 
and 8329, for the relief of I. B. Beard, estate of Richard Higgins, estat& of 
Samuel Stowers and Mary A. Stowers, Heury W. Long, 1\la.ry E. Monahan~ 
1\Iary A. Dougherty. and J. J. Bailey, with accompanying papers, bt-, and ~a 
same are hereby, referred to the Court of Olaims under the provisions of the 
acts of Congress commonly known as the "Bowman act," and an act to pro­
vide fC\r the bringing of suits against the Government of the United States, ap­
proved March 3,1887. 

Mr. STONE, of Kentucky, also, from the Committee on War Clai.mg 
to which was referred the following bills of the House: 

A bill (H. R. 6813) for the :relief of the heirs of Mary Carlin; 
A bill (H. R. 6814) for the :relief of Stephen E. Beauchamp; 
A bill (H. R. 6815} for the relief of Lucian Males and Denoplron 

Tureaud, administrators estate of Emile Fagot; 
A bill (H. R. 6816) for the relief of Francis Massich; 
A bill (H. R. 6817) for the relief of A. E. and M. E. Goodrich; 
A bill (H. R. 6819) for the relief of heirs of Davis Lannoux; 
A bill (H. R. 6820) for the relief ofW. F. Sanderson, administrat<n 

of W. W. Randerson; 
A bill (H. R. 6821) for the :relief of Clarissa Bishop; 
A bill (H. R. 6822) for the relief of Alexis Leduff; 
A bill (H. R. 6824) for the relief of William Lawhead, administra­

tor of John Lawhead; 
A bill (H. R. 5219) for the relief of Sarah A. Powell; and 
A bill (H. R. 7443) for the relief of the est.ate of Janet Mcintosh, 

late of Richland Parish, Louisiana, 
reported in lieu thereof the following resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House: 

Resolved, That the bills H. R. 6813, 6814, 6815, 6816, 6817, 6819, 6820,6821, 6822, 6824, 
5219, and 7443, for relief of the heirs of ~Iary Carlin, Stephen E. Beauchamp, es­
tate of Emile Fagot, Francis Massich, .A. E. and M. E. Goodrich, heirs of Davis 
Lannoux, ,V. F. Sanderson, administrator of W. W. Sanderson, Hannah B. But­
ler, administratrix 1\Iarga.ret E. Woodward, Alexis Leduff, William Lawhead, 
administrator of Jolm Lawhead, Sarah .A. Powell, and estate of Janet F.l\Ic­
Intosh, and Clarissa. Bishop, together with all accompanying papers, be, and 
the same are hereby, referred to the Court of Claims under the provisions of 
the acts of Congress commonly known as the" Bowman act,'' and an act to pro­
vide for the bringing of suits against the Government of the United States, ap­
proved 1\Iarch 3, 1887. 

Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported with 
amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 5360) to restore a part of the 
Uncompahgre Ute Indian :reservation to the public domain-to the Com­
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

:Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on War Claims, reported with 
amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 9199) for the relief of John A.. 
Lynch-to the Committee of the Whole House . 

.Mr. BURTON, from the Committee on Claims, reported favorably 
the bill of the House (H. R. 5033) for the relief of C. B. Bryan & Co.­
to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. STOCKDALE, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re­
portedfavorablythe bill of the Senate (S. 1100) setting apart a tract of 
land to be used as a cemetery by the Alvarado Cemetery Association of 
Georgetown, Colo.-to the Uommitree of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

1\fr. VAN SCHAICK, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, reported with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 461) 
for the erection of a public building at Grand Haven, State of 1\Iich­
igan-to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, from the Committee on Pen­
sions, reported favorably the bill of the House (H. R. 8485) granting an 
increase of pension to Owen C. Powell-to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

1\fr. HENDERSON, of North Carolina, also, from the Committee on 
Pensions, reported with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 6755) 
granting a pension to A. B. Reeves-to the Committee of the Whole 
Honse . 

1\ir. LANE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported fa­
vorably the bill of the House (H. R. 6288) granting a pension to Cath­
erine Talkington-to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. DE LANO, from the Committee on Pensions, reported favorably 
the following bills of the House; which were severally referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House: 

A bill (H. R. 3574) granting a pension to Mary E. Tipton; 
A bill {H. R. 8061) to increase the pension of Jennie D. Hoskins; 
A bill (H. R. 3587) to pension Stacey Keener, widow of Tillman B. 

Keener, deceased, who served in the Indian war; 
A bill (H. R. 7917) granting an increa.seofpension to Eliza Efner, a 

pensioner of the war of 1812; and 
A bill (H. R. 8381) to increase the pension of Asenath Turner, a 

Revolutionary pensioner. 

. ' 
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Mr. DE LANO also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported with 

amendments the following bills of the House; which were severally 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House: 

A bill (H. R. 7397) for the relief of Martha J. Morrison; 
A bill (H. R. 7734) granting a pension to Mrs. M. l\I. Bogle; 
A bill (H. R. 3585) to pension James T. Furlow for service in the 

Indian war; 
A bill (H. R. 9293} granting a pension to Joel Hendricks; 
A bill (H. R. 7523) granting a pension to Calvin Gunn; 
A bill (H. R. 1894) to pension Silas Beezley; and 
A bill (H. R. 5895) to grant a pension to Hannah Hurst. 
:Mr. PARRETT, from the Committee on Pensions, reported favorably 

the following bills of the House; which were severally referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House: 

A bill (H. R. 8465) to increase the pension of Daniel King; and 
A bill (H. R. 7676) for the relief of Alexander Sturgeon. 
Mr. PARRETT also, from the Committee on Pensions, reported with 

amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 6287) !!ranting a pension to 
Sarah Phillips-to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. NORTON, from the Committee on Pensions, reported favorably 
the following bills of the House; which were severally referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House: 

.A. bill (H. R. 6686) for the relief of Coplin McKelvey; and 
A bill (H. R. 1634) for the reliefofWilliam M. Robinson. 
1\Ir. OSBORNE, from the Committee on Military Affail:s, reported 

with amendment the bill of the House (H. R. 7110) for the relief of 
Charles S. Blood-to the Committee of the Whole House. 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills and joint resolutions of the fol­
lowing titles were introduced, severally read twice, and referred as fol­
lows: 

By Mr. DINGLEY: A bill (H. R. 9548) providing for the classifica­
tion of worsted cloths as woolens-to the Committee on Ways and 
:Means. 

By Mr. CRAIG: A bill (H. R. 9549) to provide for the purchase of a 
site and the erection of a public building thtreon at Greensburgh, in 
the State of Pennsylvania-to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: A bill (H. R. 9550) to incorporate the Eclectic 
Medical Society of the District of Columbia-to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

By :Mr. WILSON, ofWestVirginia {by request): A bill (H;R 9551) 
to create a board of education for the District of Columbia, and to pre­
scribe its powers and duties-to the Committee on the Dh;trict of Co· 
lumbia. 

By Mr. CRAIN: A bill (H. R. 9552) to authorize the construction of 
a bridge over the Rio Grande River between the cities of Brownsville, 
Tex., and Matamoras, in the state of Tamaulipas, Republic of Mexico­
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. McADOO (by request): A bin (H. R. 9553) to provide com­
pensation for the service of attorneys for defending destitute persons in 
criminal actions in the court.s of the District of Columbia-to the Com­
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. MOORE, of New Hampshire: A bill fH. R . .9554) to prohibit 
the advertisin~ of lotteries in the District of Columbia-to the Coru­
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. BUTTEHWORTH lby request): A bill (H. R. 9555) to 
amend section 1 of an act entitled "An act to provide for the mus­
terofcertain officers and enlisted men of the volunteer forces," approved 
June 3, 1884, as amended by an act approved February 3, 1887-to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HEARD: A bill (H. R. 9556) for the final adjustment of the 
agricutural college grant to the State of Missouri-to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

By 1\Ir. CARTER: A bill {H. R. 9557) to provide for salaries of cer­
tain officers in the State of Montana-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By .Mr. SNIDER: A bill (H. R. 9558) constituting Gladstone, in the 
State of Michigan, a port of delivery in the customs-collection district 
of Superior-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CUMMINGS: A joint resolution (H. Res. 150) to print the 
eulogies upon Samuel Sul1ivan Cox-to the Committee on Printing. 

By Mr. JOSEPH: Ajointresolution (H. Res.151) fortheprotection of 
the actual settlers upon the Maxwell land grant in the Territory of New 
Mexico and the State of Colorado-to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following titles 
were presented and referred as indicated below: 

By Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 9559) granting a pen­
sion to William Watkins-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9560) for the 
relief of Susan H. Parker-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
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By Mr. BUCHANAN, of Virginia: .A. bill (H. R. 9561) granting a 
pension to Charles A. Ball-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BURROWS: A bill (H. R. 9562) for the relief of Noah Gris­
wold-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. CANNON: A bill (H. R. 9563) granting a pension to Robert 
B. Deem-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CARUTH: A bill (H. R. 9564) for the relief of Ellen J. 
Wharton-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAIG: A bill (H. R. 9565) granting an increase of pension 
to Joseph N. Wilson-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAIN: A bill (H. R. 9566) for the relief of the estate of A. 
Underwood-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. DE LANO: A bill (H. R. 9567) granting a pension to Fa­
yette Nelson-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By 1\fr. ELLIS: A bill (H. R. 9568) for the relief of John Anderson­
to the Committee on War Claims. 

By M:r. GROUT: A bill (H. R. 9569) restoring to pension-rolls name 
of Mary J. Webster-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HOOKER: A bill (H. R. 9570) for the relief of the estate of 
Warren R Dent, late of Jefferson County, Mississippi-to the Commit. 
tee on War Claims. 

By 1\Ir. HOUK: A bill (H. R. 9571) for the relief of William Sillard­
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 9572) granting a pen­
sion to Alexander Crossan-to the Committee ou Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9573) granting relief to Levi Sheets-to the Com­
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. KELLEY: A bill (H. R. 9574) for the relief of Jerome Kun­
kel-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. LEE: A bill (H. R. 9575) granting a pension to Dr. Francis 
Lambert-to the Committee on Pewions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9576) to increase the pension of Mrs. Mary Jane 
Mallorv-to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. LODGE: A bill (H. R. 9577) for the relief of Mary C. Wins­
low-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCLELLAN: A bill (H. R. 9578) granting a pension to 
Frederick B. Woods-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. McCREARY: A bill (H. R. 9579) for the relief of Mrs. 
Christiania M. Scrugham-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a b~ll (H. R. 9580) granting a pension to Rebecca Tussey-to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

lly Mr. MORROW: A bill (H. R. 95S1) for the relief of Jonathan 
D. Stevenson, of California-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. OUTHWAITE: A bill (H. R. 9582) to grant an increase of 
pension to Simon J. Fought-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.. 

By Mr. PETERS: A bill (H. R. 9583) pensioning Belinda Jane Phil­
lips-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PIERCE: A bill (H. R. 9584) for the relief of the estate of 
Michie Blackman, deceased, of Shelby County, Tennessee-to the Com­
mittee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill (II. R. 9585) for the relief of the trustees of the Humboldt 
Female College, of Gibson County, Tennessee-to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. ROGERS: A bill(H. R. 9586) for the relief of Joshua V. Shan- •• 
non-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SENEY: A bill (H. R. 9587) granting a pension to J obn S!iiy­
lor-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. STONE, of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9588) for the relief of 
William H. Greenwood-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Ur. TAYLOR, of Tennessee: A bill (H. R. 9589) for the relief of 
John M. Holt-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. TOWNSEND, of "Pennsylvania (by request): A bill (H. R. 
9590) granting a pension to Mrs. Matilda Evans-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also (by request), a bill (H. R. 9591) for the relief of George Gun­
neil-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also (by request), a bill (H. R. 9592) granting a pension to Catherine 
Summerville-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also (by request), a bill (H. R. 9593) for the relief of William P. 
Witherow-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also (by requeat), a bill (H. R. 9594) granting a pension to Andrew 
Wright-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. WILSON, of Kentucky: A bill (H. R. 9595) for the relief 
of William L. Hurst, of Wolfe County, Kentucky-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, a bill (H. R. 9596) for the relief of William Lock and James 
H. Tinsley-to the Committee on Claims. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers were 
laid upon the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ABBOTT: Protest of citizens of Fort Worth, Tex., against 
the passage of H. R. 8278-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ADAMS: Memorial of business men of Chicago, Ill., against 
duty on lead ores from Mexico-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

-, 
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Also, memorial of Crerar, Adams & Co. and Adams-Westlake Manu­
facturing Company, for same purpose-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Also, memorial of other business men of Chicago, for same purpose­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ANDERSON, of Kansas: Petitions of Farmers' Allianceand 
citizens of Nebraska-to the Committee on the Padfic Railroads. 

Also, two petitions to Congress, for· the relief of mortgage debtors­
to the Committee on Agriculture. 
. Also, resolutions of the Lew Gore Post, 1\fanhattan, Kans., petition­
ing Congress to pass an act donating the Fort Dodge military reserva­
tion to the State of Kansas for the use of the Kansas Soldiers' Home­
to the Committee on l\1ilitary Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Culver Post, Kansas, for same purpose-to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Barnes Post, Barnes, Kans., for the same pur­
pose-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Henderson Post, Frankfort, Kans., for same 
purpose-to the Committee on Uilitary Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Thompson Post and Vermilion Post, Kan­
sas, upon the same subject-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Sedgwick Post, Clifton, Kans., upon the same 
sul~ject-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of Parson Brownlow Post, Grand Army of theRe~ 
public, petitioning Congress for same purpose-to the Committee on 
MiJitary Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Waterville Post, for same purpose-to the 
Committee. on Militarv Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of Wichita, Kans., in regard 
to House bill283-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions from the Board of Trade of Junction City, petition­
ing Congress not to place a tariff on Mexican ore-to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, resolutions of theRosevale Farmers' Alliance, protesting against 
the extension of the Union Pacific and Missouri Pacific Railway Com­
panies 1or the payment of their obligations to the Government-to the 
Committee on the Pacific Railroads. 

.Also, petition of 45 citizens of Bennington, Kans., for the passage of 
a Government warehouse subtreasury law-to the Committee on Agri­
cultur~. 

Also,.petitionofRobertHale Post, Grand Army of the Republic, Blue 
Rapids, Kans., for the granting of a pension to Wm. Watkins-to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, resolutions of the board of county commissionersof Douglass 
County, Kansas, asking for an appropriation of sufficient amount of 
money for opening up a deep harbor on the Gulf of Mexico-to the 
Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

Also, six petitions from citizens of Kansas, against the duty on pho­
tographic albumen paper-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Bv ~Ir. BAYNE: Petition of the officerS and crews of the rams 
Lioness, T. D. Horner, Dick Fulton, Meigs, and Sampson, for legisla­
tion authorizing an award for services rendered in the Union Army dur­
ing the late war-to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, resolution of ex-Union soldiers of Allegheny, Pa., in favor of 
per diem bill with minimum at $8 per month-to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. · 

Also, memorial of citizens of Allegheny, Pa., against the bill propos­
ing a tax on compound lard-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of same city and State, for same pur­
pose-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, of Kentucky: Petition of H. Redmon, 
S. C. Louderback, and J. W. Wilder, of Kentucky, against the increase 
of the rate of duty on photographic albumen paper-to the Committee 
on Ways and 1\Ieans. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN, of New Jersey: Petition of Retail Merchants' 
Association of Atlantic City, N. J., in favor of a national bankruptcy 
law-to the Committee on the Judici.:'ll'y. 

By 1\fr. BURTON: ProtestofLocalAssembly4383, KnightsofLabor, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, against extension of time to the Pacific railroads for 
payment of indebtedness-to the Committee on the Pacific Railroads. 

Also, a protest of District Assembly 47, Knights of Labor, of Cleve­
land, Ohio, against granting any extension of time to the Pacific rail­
roads-to the Committee on the Pacific Railroads. 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: Petitions from Woman's Christian Tem­
perance Union and other organizations in the First Congressional dis­
trictofOhio, for a national Sunday-rest law-tothe Committee on Labor. 

Also, a petition for the relief of John Gleason-to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

By Ur. CANDLER, of Georgia: Petition of citizens of White County, 
Georgia, in favor of the passage of House bill5353-to the Committee 
on .A.~rictilture, 

By Mr. CARLISLE: Petition of Dr. A. W. Bartlett, for an increase 
of pension-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. CARLTON: Petitionofmany citizens oftheStateofGeorgia, 
protesting against the passage of the Conger "compound-lard bill<"­
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

. . 

Also, a protest of citizens of Morgan County, Georgia, upon the same 
subject-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CARUTH: Protest of sundry cigar-makers of Louisville, Ky., 
against the tobacco schedule of the McKinley tariff bill-to the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, papers to accompany H. R. 9355, for the relief of the estate of 
Elizabeth Hofiler-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. CHEADLE: Petition of A. H. Van Allen and 16 others, 
against the passage of House bill8278-to the Committee on Commerce • 

By Mr. CHIPMAN: Protest of Hugo H. Stender and others, against 
the McKinley bill to tax le.."lf-tobacco-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Also, petition of Taggart & Tuttle and other cigar manufacturers, 
against $2 per pound custom tax on leaf~ tobacco, of the form of a cus­
toms tax of 35 cents per pound on said tobacco, and of $5 per pound on 
cigars-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COGSWELL: Protest of W. B. Richardson and others, of 
Peabody, Mass., against a duty on hides-to the Committee on Ways 
and 1\feans. 

ByMr.COOPER, ofOhio: Remonstrance of Smith Brothers, of Dela­
ware, Ohio, against a duty on guns-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. COVERT: Petition of James W. Cain and others, for increase 
of duties on farm products-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CRAIG: Memorial of Cash Creek Grange, Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, for tariff on agricultural products-to the Committee 
on Ways and Ueans. 

Also, memorial of Grenville Grange, No. 770, Indiana County, Penn­
sylvania, for tariff on agricultural products-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Also, memorial of New Derry Grange, Westmoreland County, Penn­
sylvania, for tariff on farm products-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Also, memorial of Ambrose Grange, No. 445, Indiana County, Penn­
sy 1 vania, for tariff on agricultural products-to the Committee on \Vays 
and 1\feans. 

Also, memorial of Indiana Grange, No. 313, Indiana, Pa., for tariff 
on agricultural products-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DIBBLE: Memorialofmerchants of Charleston, S.C., against 
the metal and cutlery schedules in the McKinley tariff bill-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: Memorial of Pomona Grange, Androscoggin 
County, 1\Iaine, for amendment to patent laws so as to protect the in­
nocent nurchaser-to the Committee on Patents. 

Also,~ petition of J. E. Thomas and others, of Knox County, Maine, 
for a duty on firewood-to the Committee on Ways and J\Ieans. 

By Mr. DORSEY: Petition from citizens of Nebraska, for passa.ge of 
Butterwort.h bill-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. ELLIS: Petition of Farmers and Laborers' Union of Webster 
County, Kentucky, asking for free coinage of silver-to the Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. E:NLOE: Petition of J. D. Lane, of Madison County, Ten­
nessee, for reference of claim to Court of Claims under provisions of the 
Bowman act-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. GREENHA.LGE (by request): Petition of Lawrence (1\Iass.) 
Turnverein in aid of petition of North American Turnerbnnd, against 
materially changing naturalization laws-to the Select Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Petition of William Chittenden and others, 
against tax on hides-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, a protest of George E. Redemyer, against tariff on flowers, etc.­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Samuel Hendrickson and many others, of Frost, Ohio, 
in favor of remonetization of silver-to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures. 

By Ur. HATCH: Petition of farmers of Marion County, Missouri, 
for the passage of an act to prevent the selling of futures and options 
in grain and farm products-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. HENDERSON, of Iowa: Petition of photographers of But­
ler County, Iowa, against increase of duty on photographic albumen 
paper-to the Committee on Ways and ~feans. 

Also, petition of photographers of Farley, Dubuque County, Iowa, 
upon the same subject-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of photographers in Iowa, upon the same subject-to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of photographers of Sumner, Bremer County, Iowa, 
upon the same subject-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of photographers of Eagle Grove, Wright County, 
Iowa, upon the same subject-to the Committee on Ways and Ueans. 

Also, petit.ion of photographers, upon same subject-to the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of citizens of Delaware County, Iowa, asking amend­
ment to the law in relation to obscene literature-to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition from citizens of Hardin County, Iowa, upon the same 
subject-to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads . 
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Also, petition, papers, etc., from citizen3 of Iowa, praying for pension 
for Levi Sheets, of Greene, Iowa-to theCommitteeon Invalid Pensions. 

Also, resolutions of G. W. Nelson Post, No. 63, Department of Iowa, 
favoring amendment to pension laws so as to include the widow and 
children of any deceased soldier or sailor-to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Also, petition, etc., of citizens of Hardin County, Iowa, praying for 
a special act granting a pension to Alexander Crossan-to the Commit­
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, by request, petition Hon. John Pope Hodnett, counsel for 
workingmen, District of Columbia, showing the record of his case be­
fore the Court of Claims, before the Secretary of the Treasury, before 
the First Comptroller of the Treasury, before the commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, before the President of the United States, be­
fore the Attorney-General, and before original committee of the Dis­
trict of Columbia on Investigation into Affairs of the District of Co­
lumbia, of which Mr. Buckner, of Missouri, was chairman-to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, petition from members of the General Assembly of Iowa, urg­
ing the adoption of an amendment to the Federal Constitution for elec­
tion of United States Senators by a direct vote of the people-to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HENDERSO~, of North Carolina: Petition of the ~Iarlborongh 
Monthly Meeting of Friends, of Randolph County, N ortb Carolina, con­
sisting of 450 persons, in opposition to the recommedations of the Senate 
Naval Committee and other measures proposing large expenditures for 
the Navy and coast defenses and other warlike preparations-to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By ?tfr. HILL: Petition by certain citizens of Ottawa, Til., relating 
to impost duties on silver-lead ores-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. HITT: Protest against duty on bides by Rockford Shoe Com­
pany and Skandia Shoe-Manufacturing Company, of Rockford, Ill.­
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HOLM.AJ.~: Petition against an increase of duty on photo­
graphic albumen paper-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, remonstrance of Isaac Bell and others, of Rising Sun, Ind., 
against a tariff duty on hides-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of H. W. Smith and 12 others, citizens of the city of Au­
rora, Ind., for the enactment of a law to perpetuate the national bank­
ing system and the protection of depositors-to the Committee on Bank­
ing and Currency. 

Also, affidavits in support of bill granting a pension to A.l'temetia 
'£rulock-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. JOSEPH: Petition from citizens of Espanola, N. Mex., pray· 
ing Congress to approve an act entitled ''An act to define the boundary 
lines of Santa Fe County," passed by the Twenty-eighth Legisbtive 
Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico-to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

Also, petition from citizens of Santa Cruz, N.Mex., for the same pur­
pose-to the Committee on the Territories. 

By Mr. KELLEY: Petition of board of county commissioners ofLeav­
enworth County, Kansas, asking for the appropriation of $6,200,000 
for the improvement of Galveston Harbor-to the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors. 

By Mr. KERR, of Pennsylvania: Petition of grangers and farmers, 
officers and representatives of Grange No. 654, Clarion County, Penn­
sylvania, asking favorable consideration of their interests, etc.-to the 
Committee on Ways and ?tfeans. 

By Mr. KINSEY: Protest of 36 citizens of St. Louis, ?tfo., against 
the enactment of sections 24 and 25 of House bill 8278-to the Com­
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LA. WLER: Protest against the increase of duty on photo· 
graphic albumen paper-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, protest Of White & Willis, Chicago, Ill., against increased duties 
on guns, etc.-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also protest, against duties on plants, seeds, etc.-to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LEWIS: Petition of Farmers' Alliance of the county of Gre­
nada. and citizens of the counties of Montgomery, Carroll, and Grenada, 
against the passage of the bill (H. R. 283) to regulate the manufacture 
and sale of counterfeit compound lard-to the Committee on Agricult­
ure. 

By ?t!r. LODGE~ Petition of citizens of Boston, Mass., urging the 
passage of (H. R. 2130) for the relief of John Regan-to the Commit­
tee on War Claims. 

Also, petitions of builders and manufacturers of Lynn, Mass., pro­
testing against an increase of duty on lime-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Also, protest of C. "\V. Lewis, of Lynn, Mass., against the imposition 
of duty on certain plants-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By 1\-Ir. McCOMAS: Protest against sections 24 and 25 of House 
bill8'278-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. McCORMICK: Petition of Waite!' Horton & Co. and 15 
others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that bides may be admitted 
free of duty-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

-:. . 

Also, petition of Grange 913, Patrons of Husbandry, Tioga County, 
Pennsylvania, praying for protection of sundry farm products-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Thomas R. Williams and 13 others. praying that 
hides may be continued on the free-list-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. McCREARY: Petition of Mrs. Christina M. Scrogham for 
relief-to the Committee on War Claims. 
· By Mr. McRAE: Petition of B. H. Barton and 35 others, citizens of 
Polk County, Arkansas, favoring free coinage of silver..:...to the Com­
mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. MOFFITT: Protest of Glens Falls Pulp Company, of Glens 
Falls, N.Y., against the proposed duty on endless belts, on felts for 
paper or printing machines-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, protest from H. A. Douglas and 33 others, citizens of Chateaugay, 
N. Y., protesting against the duty on bides-to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ur. MORRILL: Resolutions of county commissioners of Leon 
County, Kansas, asking for deep-water harbor at Galveston, Tex.·­
to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors. 

By Ur. OUTHW A.ITE: Protest of the Pastors' Union of Columbus, 
Ohio, against reducing army chaplains to the standing of civilian em­
ployes-to the Committee on Military Affuirs. 

Also, a remonstrance of H. Withoff & Co., against increased duties 
on breech-loading guns-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PEEL: Memorial of J. S. Stanley, as delegate for Choctaw 
Nation, in regard to diverted trust funds-to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. . 

By Mr. PETERS: Affidavits in support of H. R. 9583, pensioning 
Belinda Jane PhUlips-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petitionofcitizensofHarveyCounty, Kansas, protesting against 
sections 24 and 25 of H. R. 827S, to amend interstate-commerce act-ro 
the Committee on Commerce . 

. Also, affidavit in support of bill (H. R. 9510) for pension for Daniel 
Giberson-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PIERCE: Petition of colored citizens of Gibson County, Ten­
nessee, against the passage of the Conger lard bill-to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

By .Mr. ROBERTSON: Resolution of the Sugar Chemists' Associa­
tion of Louisiana, protesting against proposed reduction on sugar du­
ties-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By l\Ir. SCR.A.l~TON: Memorial of Grange No. 899, Patrons of In­
dustry, of Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania-to the Committee on 
Ways a.nd Means. 

By Mr. SCULL: Memorial of Patrons of Husbandry, Grange 481, 
Blair County, Pennsylvania, recommending a schedule of duties on ag­
ricultural products-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SENEY: PetHionof JamesT. Waltermie.r,ofFostoria, Ohio, 
favoring the grant of pensions to survivors of the ill-fated Sultana--to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPOONER: Petition of Charity Organization Society of New­
port, R. I., and others, for restriction of immigration-to the Select 
Committee on Immigration and Naturalization. 

By Mr. TILLMAN: Memorial of E. B. Tyler, vice-president of Aiken 
County Farmers' Alliance in South Carolina; of F. M. Green and 40 
other citizens, praying the passage of House bill No. 5353, relating to 
dealings in options and futures-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By .1\Ir. TOWNSEND, of Colorado: Resolution of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Denver, Colo., in favor of postal telegraph-to the-Com­
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, a protest ~uainst H. R. 8278, to amend ''An ad to regulate 
commerce"-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. TRA.CEY: Petition of William Whitney, of 4-lbany, N.Y., 
opposing an increase of duty ou cutlery-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. TUCKER: Petition of James S. Hubbard and othem, for free 
coinage of silver-to the Committee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

By Mr. WADE: PetitionofTimothyW. Davis,prayingfor reference 
of his claim to Court of Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. W .A.LKER, of Missouri: Petition of 29 members of the Cape 
City National Guards of M:issonri, asking fo1' the passage of the Hender­
son bill to help State militia-to the Committee on the Militia. 

By Mr. WASHINGTON: Pe~ition for allowance of claim of J. H. 
Stephenson, of Tennessee-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By ?t!r. W .A.TSON: Remonstrance of tanners and citizens of Sheffield 
Township, Warren County, Pennsylvania, against duty on hides-to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, a remonstrance of tanners of Clarendon, Pa., for same purpose­
to the Committee on Ways and Ueans. 

Also, a remonstrance of citizens and farmers of Sterling Rnn, Cameron 
County, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose-to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of Patrons of Husbandry, Grange No. 893, Venango 
County, Pennsylvania, relative to rates of duty on agricultural prod­
nets-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, a petition of Patrons of Husbandry, Grange, No~ 875, of War-
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ren County, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose-to the Committee on 
Wavs and Means. 

Also, petition of Columbus Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, No. 875, 
with 97 members, upon the same subject-to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

Also, remonstrance of I. West, Bradford, Pa., against an increase of 
duty on albumen paper-to the Committee on Ways and Jtfeans. 

By Mr. WHIGHT: Petition of citizens of Honesdale, Pa., against 
any duty on imported hides-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

.A.1so, a memorial from W. W. Cain and others, relating to tariff on 
fire-arms-to tl'e Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, a memorial of Grange No. 214, Pennsylvania, Pat10ns of Hus­
bandry, asking for ce rtain rates of duties on agricultural products-to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

SENATE. 
TUESDAY, April 22, 1890. 

Prayer by the Chapla.in, Rev. J. G. BuTLER, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

tion and naturalization laws; which was referred t<> the Committee on 
Immigration. 

Mr. CULLOM presented a petition of ex-soldiers and sailors of the ' 
late war, praying for the repeal of the limitation in the arrears-of-ven­
sion act; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of ex-soldiers, residents of illinois, pray­
ing that a pension be granted James W. Parker, late of Company K, 
Twentieth Regiment Kentucky Volunteers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of 30 citizens of Massac County, Illinois; 
a petition of 43 citizens of New Columbia, Til., and a petition of 34 
citizens of Samoth, Ill., praying for the free coinage of silver; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

.M:r. ALLISON presented a petition of 24 citizens of the Seventh 
Congressional district of Iowa; a petition of 35 citizens of Bennett, 
Iowa, and a petition of 16 citizens of the Seventh Congressional district 
of Iowa, praying for the free coinage of silver; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented resolutions adopted by the Green Tree (Iowa) 
Farmers' Alliance, No. 1327, of Davenport, Scott County, Iowa; reso­
lutions adopt€d by Farmers: Alliance No. 1465, of Plainfield, Iowa, 
and the petition of I. J. Kessey and 48 other farmers of Iowa, praying 
for the passage of Honse bill 283, known as the Conger compound-lard 

CORRECTION. bill; which were referred to the Committee on Agriculture and For-
Mr. HISCOCK. On April 18 I introduced a bill (S. 3564) to amend estry. · 

and re-enact the act entitled "An act to prescribe a national currency He also presented a memorial of the Bangor (Iowa) Monthly Meet­
secured by a pledge of United States bonds and to provide for the ing of Friends, remonstrating against measures which propose a large 
circulation and redemption-thereof." At the time of the introduction e_xpenditure ~or the ~avy and so-called coast defe~es and other war­
of this bill I introduced several others, and expressly stated that I did h~e preparatiOns; wh1ch was referred to the Comm1ttee on Naval Af-
so by request, and supposed tbat I thus stated in regard to this bill. I faus. . . . . . . 
believe that I did, although, if I did, my words were not raught by the I M~. SPOONER presented a J?etlbon of 287 citizens of _WISConsm, 
Reporter; but such, at least, was my intention in its introduction. praymg for the p~ge of a natwn!l'l Sunday-rest law; whiCh was re­
Recognizing somewhat the principle that a bill is in its nature a peti-1 ferred to the Commtttee on Edu~t10n and Labor. 
tion and if it comes from a respectable source it is entitled to be pre- ~r. FRYE pres~nted r~olntwns of th~ Portland Central Labor 
sented, I introduced the bill. I think it proper to say there is very · Umon, of Portl~na, Me., m favor of an e1gh~hour law on <;Joveru­
little in the bill that I agree to, and I therefore make this statement, ment work; whteh were referred to the Committee on Educa.tiOn and 
that it was not introduced because of my approval of its provisions. LaHbor.l d . . . . h . f .. 

e a so presente a pehtwn contammg t e signatures o 40 ettlzens 
EXECUTIVE Cml!lru:s-ICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before tlle Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a resolution of 
February 20, 1890, a letter from the Chief of Engineers, together with 
a report, accompanied by maps, of Lieut. Col. Peter C. Hains, Corps 
of Engineers, in regard to a bridge, with approaches, from a point at or 
near the foot of New York avenue across the Potomac River to a point 
on the United States national cemetery grounds at Arlington, so us to 
connect in the best manner the public grounds on both sides of the 
Potomac River, etc.; which was read. 

.Mr. BUTLER. The communication should be referred to the Com­
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question of printing the maps accompanying 
it ought to be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The communication will be referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds and printed. The ques­
tion of p1·inting the accompanying maps will be referred to the Com­
mittee on Printing. 

PETITIONS AND 1\IEMORIALS. 

Mr. VEST presented a petition of the Commercial Club of Kansas 
City, Mo., praying for the establishment of a limited postal-telegraph 
system; which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-
Roads. · 

He also presented a petition of 112 citizens of Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
praying for the free coinage of silver; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. FAULKNER presented a petition signed by G. U. Fought & 
Co. and 8 others, citil;ens of Parkersbnrgb, W. Va., praying that no 
increase of duty be put upon breech-loading shotguns; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

?t1r. PASCO presented a resolution adopted by the Farmers' Alliance 
of Escambia County, Florida, praying for the passage of the bill intro­
duced by Senator VANCE for the relief of farmers; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. . 

Mr. QUAY presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
for the passage of the Sunday-rest bill; which was referred to the Com­
iaittee on Education and Labor. 

He also presented a petition of Grange No. 328, Patrons of Hus­
bandry, of Northampton County, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase 
of tariff duties on farm products; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. , 

He also presented the petition of C. A. Logue and others, praying 
that in the erection of public buildings, fortifications, etc., American 
skilled and unskilled laborers be employed upon the same instead of 
aliens; which was referred t<> the Committee on Education and Labor. 

l!!r. VOORHEES presented a memorial of the North American Tnr­
nerbund, remonstrating against any material change in our immigra-

of New Mexico, collected by the National Woman's Christian Tem­
perance Union, praying 1or a national Sunday-rest law; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

M:r. REAGAN. I present what purports to be a petition praying 
for the passage of a Snnday-rest bill. It is stated that it was indorsed 
by a vote of 184 people in a mass meeting of citizens of Dallas, Tex., 
and indorsed by 190 people in a mass meeting of citizens of Gaines­
ville, Tex. Somebody signs it, saying that it was so indorsed, but it 
is without the names of the petitioners. It goes, I believe, to the Com­
mittee on Education and Labor. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The petition will be referred to the Com­
mittee on Educ..'ttion and Labor. 

Mr. RANSO~:I. I present a petition of a large number of very 
worthy and influential men and women in the city of Wilmington, N. 
C., praying for the passage of a law forbidding, in the nation's mail 
and military service, and intersrote commerce, and in the District of 
Columbia and the Territories, all Sunday traffic and work, excepting 
works of religion and works of real necessity and mercy, and such pri­
vate work by those who observe another day as will neither interfere 
with the general rest nor with general worship. 

I move that the petition be refened to the Committee on Educat ion 
and Labor . . 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. BUTLER presented a petition of 33 citizens of South Carolina, 

praying for the passage of a national Sunday-rest law; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

.Mr. DAWES presented a petition of 99 citizens of Massachusetts, 
praying for the passage of a national Sunday-rest law; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of J. I. D. Hinds, superintend­
ent of the Cumberland Presbyterian Sunday-school at Lebanon, Tenn., 
representing 75 cituens, praying for the passage of a Sunday-rest law; 
which was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. BLAIR presented the petition of Lambert S. WQOd, of Missoula, 
Mont., representing labor organizations in that State, praying for the 
passage of a national Sunday-rest law; which was referred to the Com- . 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

Mr. BLAIR. I present the following petition: 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

We, the undersigned; citizens of the United States, profoundly concerned for 
tbe passage of the Blair educational bill, earnestly beseech you to reconsider 
said bill and enact it into law. 

Our presbytery represents 114 ministers, 56 elders, and 2,000 members. 

I move that the petition lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 

J. T. WR.IGHT~-. Moderator. 
H. G. McVEY, l::itated Cle1·k. 

?t!r. TELLER presented a petition of 75 members of the Second Con­
gregational Church of Denver, Colo., praying for the passage of a 
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